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874. — Shlekhte shkheynim 527. — Shomer 533. — Shomer-epitaf 533.
— Shoyn der tsveyter tovl 415. — Di shraybfeder 186. — Di shtokshpil
253, 62*. — Shulamis 516, 193*. — Di shutfishe briye 528. — Di
sokhe 352, 122*.

Troyerlid af dem toyt fun doktor Hertsl 531.— Tsu fil farlangt
538. — Tsu mayne fraynd 533. — Tsu onkl Sem 528. — Tsu di shtern
468, 180*. — Tsu dem tsen-rubldikn bilet 250. — Tsum eltstn
zun Filip (Faytl) 538. — Tsum eynikl Tsharli (Kalmen) 537. —
Tsu der mizinke Sonye (Sorele) 537. — Tsum baveynen dayn brokh,
Tsiyen 391. — Tsum Folks-advokat 413. — Tsum khasene-yoyvl 535.
— Tsum pedler 411, 148*. — Tsum yor tarmat 413. — Der tsvuyak
280, 81%.

Der umgeniter malve 269. — Dos umshterblekhe folk 432, 155*.
— Undzer foterland 440.
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* Numbers with asterisks indicate the page containing the relevant musical
notes in this edition.
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script by Eleanor Gordon Mlotek. The transcription of the songs
conforms to the transcription system of the YIVO.

The language, including morphological, lexical and semantic
peculiarities, has been faithfully presented. Only the spelling has
been changed to conform to the Standardized Yiddish Orthography
introduced by YIVO in 1936.

The poems, as well as Mekhires-Yoysef, are provided with notes
on linguistic, stylistic and textual features. The critical apparatus
also includes an analytic introduction, a glossary, an alphabetical
index to the songs, a cross-reference list from this edition to the
previous ones, a bibliography of Zunser’s works, and a selective
bibliography of 163 books and articles in Yiddish, Hebrew, English,
French, German, Russian and Spanish, dealing with Zunser’s life
and works. A translation of the Table of Contents of the present
edition appears on the pages following this summary. The songs
are arranged in alphabetical order, disregarding the article (der,
di, dos, dem).

*

Elyokum Zunser’s works are of considerable interest to the
student of Yiddish poetry in its historical development, to the
student of the Yiddish language of the nineteenth century, to the
student of Yiddish dialects and of particular dialectal features.
This edition, however, addresses itself to a non-scholarly audience
as well. Zunser’s poems and songs held an immense fascination for
the average East European Jew of the nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries both in Europe and in the New World. Under quite
different circumstances and in an age of changed poetic standards,
Zunser’s direct style may now bespeak the interest of the more
sophisticated Yiddish reader.

By making his works available in a reliable, annotated text
and in proper historic perspective, this edition could well be the
means of restoring the nineteenth-century bard to his rightful place
in Yiddish literature.

M. S.
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his astonishment at the bard’s incredible rime versatility. At his
fiftieth anniversary banquet, Zunser delivered an address in rime
lasting a full hour. On another occasion, the members of a Zionist
youth group in Minsk—"Elyokum’s Circle”—gave him a series ot
topics and he improvised poems the very moment the topics were
brought up.

In developing new rime patterns Zunser was one of the first
Yiddish poets to use tonic-syllabic metrics and, it seems, the first
to write in blank verse. Since he was born and lived the major part
of his life in the territory of Northeastern (“Lithuanian”) Yiddish,
it is not surprising to find rimes which echo the phonemic structure
of his dialect. Unexpected, however, is the abundance of rimes
that reflect Southern Yiddish phonemic patterns—a possible influ-
ence of Southern Yiddish poetry of the nineteenth century.

Zunser’s musical style was influenced by the tradition of the
synagogue and, simultaneously, by the Russian folksong. He did,
however, possess to a high degree the gift of musical improvisation
and he composed new tunes in the synagogal style.®

The Present Edition

The present edition includes the 92 poems and songs published
in Ale verk—the most comprehensive Zunser edition thus far—along
with 47 others, that had apparently escaped notice or had been
unavailable to the compilers of Ale verk. These 47 items were
found either in manuscript form or as newspaper clippings in the
archives of the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research or in older
Zunser editions, rare collections of songs and nineteenth-century
Yiddish periodicals. Valuable clippings were also found in the
Bund Archives of the Jewish Labor Movement.?

The play Mekhires-Yoysef and Zunser's autobiography are
also included in the present edition.

In our striving to remain as close as possible to the authentic
Zunser text, preference was given to manuscripts over printed ver-
sions, and to older published variants over more recent ones. We
also took into consideration the texts copied by J. Rumshinsky as
Zunser, shortly before his death, sang the songs to him. Details of
the editorial technique are described in the “Editor’s Report,” pp.
799-807.

The music was copied and edited from J. Rumshinsky’s manu-

6 Cf. the chapter on Zunser’s musical style in the present edition, (pp.
54-55) written by Dr. A. W. Binder, Professor of Jewish Music at Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, and A. Z. Idelson’s Jewish Music in Its
Historical Development, New York, 1929, p. 445.

7 The assistance received from various scholars and libraries is acknowl-
edged in the Yiddish preface to the present edition.
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Work, Language, Style, Music

During his lifetime Elyokum Zunser’s works were published
both in periodicals and in separate editions. Most of his books and
booklets were printed more than once, one collection reaching as
many as ten printings. After his death two large collections were
published: Ale verk (‘Complete Works’), New York, 1920, and
Geklibene lider (‘Selected Songs’), New York, 1928. Altogether the
bibliography compiled by the present editor lists 96 books and
booklets by Zunser.

The present edition offers 139 songs and poems, plus Mekhires-
Yoysef (see below). Zunser’s actual literary output no doubt was
much larger. Some estimates go as high as six hundred items. Many
of these, especially occasional compositions, were never published,
perhaps even never committed to paper. Others were included in
fugitive pieces no longer available. Among the missings works is
a tragedy A korbn far yikhes, which was highly praised by Avrom
Goldfaden, the founder of the legitimate Yiddish theater.

Zunser’s literary range was wide: drama, essays, memoirs, etc.
The bulk of his literary output, however, consisted of poems and
songs. Among them are moralizing discourses (e.g., Kol mimroy-
mim), philosophic lyrics (e.g., Der prom), elegies (e.g., Elegya
Levanda), odes (e.g., Di “Dzhuish Alians”), allegories (e.g., Di blum),
epic poems (Der karger), aphorisms, riddles, etc.

Zunser’s language is exceedingly interesting. On the whole,
it reflects the colloquial Yiddish of the first half of the nineteenth
century; but, on the other hand, it moves in the general direction
of creating a new literary Yiddish on an East European interdia-
lectal basis, following the decline of the previous literary language
based on Western Yiddish by the end of the eighteenth century.
Within this linguistic context Zunser, to characterize his heroes,
uses different language varieties, especially in dialogue. Thus, one
variety is used by the khsidic rebe, another by the representative
of the new generation, a third by biblical personages.

Elyokum Zunser is one of the first in the history of Yiddish
poetry to enrich his language with a fairly large number of new
coinages. He is perhaps also the first to take full advantage of the
doublets that give a larger range of rhythm and rime possibilities
(frage and freg, gevelt and gevolt, kenen and konen, layt and laytn,
tseyn and tseyner, etc.).

His literary style is characterized by an abundance of (1) similes,
both idiomatic and those of his own creation (the world, for exam-
ple, is being compared to a fair, a jail, an orchard, a slaughter
house, a wedding party, a river, a clock); (2) biblical, talmudic and
liturgic allusions in the imagery; (3) alliterations (gikh un gring;
lustik un likhtik; giter, glants un glik) and (4) an unusual wealth
of rime patterns of the most varied types. Many a writer recalls
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usually referred to as Elyokum badkhn or, even more endearingly,
Lyokemke badkhn.? He was engaged to appear in St. Petersburg,
in Warsaw and other places hundreds of miles away from Vilna
and Minsk where he lived. People from surrounding towns would
stream uninvited to the wedding at which he was performing, and
would stand for hours outside just to hear Zunser sing and recite
his songs and poems.

The place which Elyokum Zunser was destined to occupy in
the history of Yiddish poetry cannot, however, be explained solely
on the basis of his outstanding ability as an entertainer. He was,
as it were, a social force all by himself. In his youth he was imbued
with the spirit of the Jewish Enlightenment, the Haskole, and
later became perhaps the most effective exponent of its goals and
ideals. With the advent of the Khibes-Tsiyen movement, the fore-
runner of modern Zionism, Zunser became one of its most ardent
advocates. His contemporaries, S. L. Tsitron, for example, testify
to the enthusiastic response of the audiences to the bard’s Zionist
songs. A recital by Zunser in a town was more often than not fol-
lowed by the formation of a group of Khoyvevey-Tsiyen (‘Lovers
of Zion’). One of Zunser’s songs of that time, Di sokhe (“The Plow’),
was his most famous lyric and the rallying song of both the pre-
Herzlian pioneers in Palestine and the Jewish agricultural settlers
in Argentina, Canada, Russia and the United States.*

In 1889 Zunser came to New York. Here he helped propagate
the ideals of labor unionism, of Jewish political group organiza-
tion and of the pursuit of agriculture. Some of the songs of this
later period, too, enjoyed great popularity. The tune of Tsum
Pedler, e.g., was so well known that it was used in musical settings
for poems by writers of Morris Rosenfeld’s stature.

Some of Zunser’s songs went through a process of folklorization
and became lullabies, workers’ songs, etc. The love song Papir iz
dokh vays, for instance, is a transformation of Zlikhes lid in Zunser’s
play Mekhires-Yoysef. Several songs were reprinted many times
without the author’s permission or even without his name. At least
one whole collection of Zunser’s poems was reprinted anonymously.

Zunser's literary influence is sensed in the development of the
Yiddish poets Morris Winchevsky and Yitskhok Reingold. The
thematic inspiration he provided to two generations of Yiddish
poets reached even Y. L. Peretz.

8 Badkhn means: jester, (wedding) entertainer.

¢ For an English summary of the contents of some two dozen songs, see
Maximilian Hurwitz in Geklibene lider, and S. Liptzin, passim (see fn. 1 and 2
above).

5 As a matter of fact, the same tune was used for commercial purposes by
New York and Philadelphia firms.
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THE AUTHOR, HIS WORK AND THE
PRESENT EDITION

Elyokum Zunser (1836-1913)

Elyokum Zunser (pronounced: Tsunzer) was a legend even dur-
ing his lifetime. His was a childhood filled with tragedy. Born in
Vilna, then in Czarist Russia, he lost his father and younger sister
at a tender age; his older brother was impressed into the Russian
army and driven afoot to Siberia.

Zunser early began to work as an apprentice daytime, continu-
ing his Jewish studies at night. Misfortune, however, dogged his
footsteps. Only by accident he was saved from military service
into which his employer had sold him and which was to last for
twenty-five years. A few years later one of his children was devoured
by a wolf, four other children were victims of a cholera epidemic.
His wife died soon after.

These afflictions did not break Zunser’s spirit. He became
extremely popular as a writer and as a performer of his own songs.
“Millions of Yiddish-speaking men and women sang his ditties
and brooded over his thoughts. . . . Thinking, singing and writing
during a period when such things as Yiddish newspapers and other
organs of publicity of modern times were utterly unknown, he
achieved a popularity that would have been stupendous in our
own day.”?

Many more contemporaries tell of Zunser’s tremendous popu-
larity. He was a prolific writer, but the immediate source of his
influence can be understood only in terms of the social and cul-
tural conditions of the period. For three decades, Zunser was one
of the most sought-after wedding bards of Eastern Europe. He was

1 For details of his life story see the Yiddish introduction to these volumes
and S. Liptzin, Poet of His People [in English], New York, 1950, 248 pp. Zun-
ser’s autobiography, which appears in this edition, is available in an English
translation: A Jewish Bard, Being the Biography of Eliakum Zunser . .
rendered into English by Simon Hirsdansky, New York, 1905, 44 pp.

2 From Ab. Cahan’s English essay contained in Geklibene lider fun Elyo-
kum Tsunzer (‘Selected Songs of Eliakum Zunser’) New York, 1928.

L 4
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This definitive edition of the works of Elyokum Zunser

is made possible through the generosity of George Hyman,

deceased, a son-in-law of Elyokum Zunser, who had a fine

appreciation of the poet’s work and of his rightful place
in Yiddish literature
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