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MEMORIES

Assembled from the recollections of a lifetime of more than 90 years, set down
in writing by Abe Zumoff.
The manuscript was written first in Yiddish and then translated into English by

my younger son, Dr. Barnett Zumoff. Looking back over the more than nine decades

of my life, it is interesting, [ think, to write down my recollections of the events | have
lived through.

PROLOGUE

I begin this biography with my paternal grandfather, Dov-Ber Zumsky (Zumoff),
who lived in Korop, a good-sized village in the Chernigov district in Russia
(Ukraine), and with my parents, Menachem-Mendl and Nechama-Dvora Zumoff
(Zumsky).

My grandfather Dov-Ber came to Korop as a youth of about 15-16 years, with his
wife, Chaya-Riva, who was a few years older. There he made his home and lived his
life. At first he was a teacher. Later he became a candle-maker, first wax candles and




then tallow candles. Finally, he opened a soap factory. Of his two sons, the elder,
Ben-Zion, was the salesman for the factory and the younger, Mendl, was the
“cooker.” He and his wife also had eight daughters.

My maternal grandfather, Moishe-Yitzkhok Israelev, lived in Sosnitza, a rather
large town about 30 or 35 miles from Korop. He was a merchant who dealt in cattle,
and also dealt with butchers, whose fat he bought, rendered, and supplied to
companies that used it for manufacturing soap.

My father, Mendl, after re-
turning from his military service in
the Czar's army (as an infantry-
man), was introduced by a
matchmaker to my mother, a
daughter of the merchant
Moishe-Yitzkhok Israelev of Sos-
nitza. A year or so after they met,
the couple were married.

Moishe-Yitzkhok
Israelev

Ita-Chana
Israelev

Mendl
Nechama- Zumoff
Dvora
Zumoff

(Nee Israelev)



Chapter 1

(Here begins my biography)

[ was born in 1894 in Sosnitza. My parents settled in Korop and lived in my
grandfather Zumsky’s large house. The Zumsky soap factory, whose emblem was
“Kolokol” (a bell), had already been given up by my grandfather and he had retired.
His two sons, Ben-Zion and Mendl, were already married and had left to seek a
livelihood for their families. My mother and I, together with my little brother,
Sammy, continued to live with my grandfather in Korop. From time to time my father
came home from his trips to look for work. | remember that when I was three years
old, my father started teaching me the alphabet.

When [ was five years old  had already started to study with a tutor. My first tutor
was my uncle Joshua Rifkin, a teacher in a Talmud Torah. Being a Yeshiva teacher,
he had time to teach me only before he went to his Talmud Torah, that is 7 AM, and
of course I had to get up very early.

My uncle Joshua’s home town was Krolovetz, a village not far from Korop.
There, too, lived my aunt Mary, an older sister of my father, and her husband, Isaac
Hindin.

My uncle Joshua, my tutor, lost his job in the Korop Yeshiva and returned to
Krolovetz, where he opened a cheder. | don’t remember why, but our family moved
to Krolovetz and | entered my uncle’s cheder. We, that is my mother and the
children, lived in my uncle’s apartment with him and my aunt Dvoshe.

We spent only a short time in Krolovetz and then went back to Korop. My father
hired the finest tutors for me in Korop and Sosnitza and [ studied with them.

My father, again looking for a job, traveled around through various cities in the
Ukraine and came to the city of Novgorod-Seversk in the district of Chernigov. There
he opened his own soap factory and later brought his family there to live. The
business in Novgorod-Seversk was not successful and the whole family (which now
included another sister and brother) returned to Korop.

The years flew by. | was now 8 years old (1902). Once again my father left the
family in Korop and went looking for a job.

We rented an apartment not far from the house of my uncle Ben-Zion (my
father’s elder brother), who lived there with his six children, three boys and three
girls. He made his living by running a small laundry there.

Facing on the same courtyard as our apartment, adjacent to us, lived the
Kritchevsky family, whose head was a wealthy merchant who dealt in leather and
other materials for the manufacture of shoes. [ became acquainted with one of Mr.
Kritchevsky’s children, a girl named Luba, who was about my age, and we fell in
love (puppy love, of course.) I was very much in love with Luba (oh, the
romanticism of youth) , and this affair with her lasted quite a long time. We even
continued to write to one another after my family later moved to Kiev.




Chapter 2

In the year 1904, my father, still looking for someplace he could make a living,
traveled to Kiev, the provincial capital of the Ukraine. He got a job with the
Barispolsky company, headed by a merchant of the first rank, at
first as a renderer of fat, which was bought
from butchers and used to cook soap. Very
soon thereafter, after my father had taken a
test in Felz's soap factory as a master
soap-maker, he took a job in that capacity in
Barispolsky’s soap factory in Demievka, a
suburb of Kiev.

Because my father was officially
recognized as a master craftsman, he
obtained the right to live in Kiev. Later on he
joined the craftsmen’s union.

At the end of 1904, my mother and the
children came to Kiev to live. The apartment
in which we lived faced the very same
courtyard where the soap factory in which my
father worked was located. The apartment
consisted of a bedroom, a kitchen, a room
that was half bedroom and half dinette, a
living room, and a dining room off a large foyer with a second entrance from the
outside.

Our family was quite well-to-do at that time. We already had a servant, who also
took care of the children.

Our living room was separated by a door from the adjacent apartment, in which
the Mandeberg family lived. They had two sons and three daughters. Another older
son of theirs had gone to America.

At that time my mother gave birth to another child, a girl named Mary, and hired
a nursemaid to take care of her. The child died at a young age. My mother always
suspected the nursemaid of causing her death.

My father hired the best tutor in Kiev, Aaron Ovseowitch, to teach me Yiddish,
Russian, and arithmetic, (which later came in handy), and hired a second tutor for
my brother Sam.

After my brother and I had received a considerable Jewish education in cheder,
and later a general education in the Brodsky School, our father decided to give us a
musical education as well. For this purpose my father bought a guitar for me and
another instrument for my brother, and he hired a teacher. I did not become much of

a musician, for I studied only a short time. Nevertheless, I developed a feeling for
music.

Abe Zumoff At 90 Years

Chapter 3

In the year 1905, pogroms broke out in Russia, and the Jews in Kiev didn’t
escape them either. | was still writing to Luba, my childhood love. I had traveled to
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Korop several times, ostensibly to see my grandfather, but my affair with Luba came
to an end because of the troubles in Kiev. After the pogroms quieted down, things
were still not peaceful in the streets. One evening, vandals threw a stone into the
bedroom of our apartment.

These events brought about a closer relationship between our family and the
Mandebergs. Our living rooms were adjacent, and we opened the door between
them and became almost like one family.

I struck up an acquaintance with one of their three daughters, Clara, a girl as
pretty as a picture and about my age, and we became very close. This closeness
lasted for a while, until the Mandebergs left for America. Our two familes met again
in Brooklyn after we came to America in 1912.

The second, younger daughter of the Mandebergs, Rachel, was a student in a
school in Kiev, and I, as a student also, had the opportunity to help her with her
homework. The third daughter, Golda, a young girl, later went to school in
Brooklyn. Rachel died in Brooklyn, shortly after the Mandebergs came to America.
The girls’ older brother lived in Detroit. At a Workmen'’s Circle convention in Detroit,
to which | was a delegate, he came to see me and we became acquainted.

Joshua Bathsheba Mary
My uncle Joshua Jaffe, his wife Bathsheba, and daughter Mary.

Chapter 4

After the pogrom in Kiev, life was naturally disturbed for the Jews, especially the
children, who wanted to continue their higher education in various schools. There
were three types of high school in Kiev: a general one, the “Gymnasium”, in which
all the required courses were taught; a commerical one, in which special
commercial courses were taught in addition to the general curriculum; and
“Realny” schools, which taught general subjects, arithmetic, and engineering. It
was difficult to get into these schools, especially for Jews.

Each of the types of schools mentioned had a distinctive uniform for its
students: students in the Gymnasia wore a gray uniform with white stripes around
the collar and the sleeves; students in the commercial schools wore a uniform of
black material with coral-red decoration on the collar and sleeves; students in the




“Realny” schools had yellow stripes on the collar and sleeves of their black
uniform.

Chapter 5

In the middle of the year 1905, Lazar Brodsky (one of the two Brodsky brothers,
Lazar and Lev, who were sugar magnates in Russia) got the idea of building and
opening a high school especially for Jewish children, for whom it was difficult to get
into the other high schools. In the school that he conceived, the uniform consisted
of dark blue trousers and jacket decorated with blue trim around the collar and
sleeves.

My father felt that it would be a good idea for me and my brother Sam to enroll
in the Brodsky School. This school, which Brodsky called the Kiev Jewish High
School, was intended to be for Jewish children exclusively, and also mostly for poor

Abe Zumoff (right) and his brother Sam
in their school uniform, 1909

families, so the tuition was very low in comparison with the other high schools.
Though my parents were well-to-do and my father made a very good and secure
living, he took advantage of the fact that the Brodsky School was a Jewish School
that had classes on Sunday and was closed on the Sabbath, and in addition had
classes in Yiddish as well as other subjects, and he enrolled us both.

Speaking of the Brodsky School in which we studied, I should mention that
Brodsky had planned to have in it vocational divisions in which the students could
learn a trade, since he intended that mostly children from poor families would be



studying there and he felt that they should also learn a trade so that they would have
a skill that would be useful in their later life.

The school was established for the purposes mentioned. In addition to the
general curriculum, there were three shops: a carpentry, or cabinet-making shop; a
locksmith shop, for making metal instruments and tools; and a blacksmith shop.
The latter didn’t last very long, because the children had no great desire to enter that
trade, and it was replaced by a woodcarving shop.

Among the supporters of the Brodsky School was Baroness Ginsburg, Lazar
Brodsky’s daughter, who had lived in France. | think she was connected with ORT,
and it was for that reason that the vocational shops were introduced into the school.
With the support of the Baroness, summer camps were established and some of the
children were sent there. |, too, applied for a camp session and | was sent to
Boyerke, a summer resort near Kiev, with a pine forest. [ spent two summers there.

At the time of the annual graduation exercise for all the classes in the Brodsky
School, the work of the vocational students was exhibited in the corridors. From the
carpentry shop in which I was enrolled, there were exhibited twin beds that I had
made; [ was already a skilled carpenter. My younger brother, Sam, who was also
enrolled in the carpentry shop, had two night tables that he had made in the
exhibition. [ was an usher, dressed in my school uniform with white gloves on my
hands, and | showed the guests all the accomplishments of the vocational classes.

Several students appeared on the stage before the graduating class. I recited a
monologue in Russian from the opera Boris Godunov: “shestoy uz god ya tsarstvoyu
spakoyno, a stchastcha nyet v'mayei dushe” (I've been reigning now for six
years, but my soul knows no happiness. They suspect me of murdering my own son,
Dmitri). I also recited in Hebrew, but I remember only one line: “b’shekhak
notsatsim kol k'zakhvi (all the bright stars are shining in the heavens).

Being a gymnasium student in a recognized school, [ had the opportunity to
make the acquaintance of students from other gymnasia and to participate in
sports. | was a good ice-skater in the winter and a good player of baseball and
croquet in the summer.

During one of the summer sessions, [ became acquainted with several Jewish
boys who were interested in dramatics and theatrical presentations. Having in my
house a large veranda where we could study and rehearse, and an open-air building
near our house, we began to plan the production of the better one-act plays by
literary authors, such as Chekhov and others.

I had no desire to be an actor, but [ did want to be part of the management, and |
did in fact become the manager of the troupe. Years later, in America, I took the
occasion, when [ was on my summer vacations in the mountains, to produce and
direct two plays there, one in Yiddish (“Undzer Rebenyu) and one in English (“The
Nuremberg Stove”).

During intersessions in Kiev, when there were no classes, we boys, and the
girls too, took walks to interesting places. We often visited the Imperial Garden in
Krestchatek, the Merchants’ Park, and the Hill of Alexsandroff, with a view across
the Dnieper to Slobodka and the amusement places there. (Jews were allowed to
live in Slobodka, which was in the Chernigov district.)




As students, we had the opportunity to visit the amusement places, and I did go
to several opera performances in the Gorodskoi Theater on Fundekleyevsky Street,
ballet performances, and dramatic performances. We visited the Pecherska Lavra,
where monks used to come from all over the country to correct their religious
practices. We even went a few times to the statue of Bogdan Cmielnicki on
Vladimirski Street, and secretly spat on it because of his terrible treatment of the
Jews. Incidentally, I should mention that Stolipin, the Premier of Russia in the time
of Czar Nicholas II, was murdered in the Gorodskoi Theater in the year 1910.

My first Executive session in Branch 315 (Brooklyn), transferred from
Philadelphia in 1930. Seated (r. to 1.), J. Levin; J. Horowitz;
N. Weinberg, treasurer; G. Gordon, Chair; M. Ginsburg, Rec. Secretary.
Standing (r. to 1.) M. Noskowitz; J. Kachuck; M. Weiss; S. Halper;
A. Zumoff, Fin. Secretary; and I. Gold.

Chapter 6

One summer, in 1909, my grandfather Moyshe-Yitzkhok Israelev (my mother’s
father) married off his youngest daughter, Chava, in Sosnitza. His family was invited
to the wedding. In addition to my mother’s family and her brother Mendl Israelev,
who lived in Kiev, there were my grandfather’s two sons, who lived in Sosnitza, and
another son, Itshe-Mayer Israelev, who lived in a village near Snovsk, in the Mogilev
district. With Itshe-Mayer (my uncle) came his wife and his children, two sons and
two daughters. I took a great liking to the elder daughter, Chasia, who was about my
age, and she also became more and more attracted to me (possibly because of my
student uniform.) Later, before I left for America with my father, [ bought her a

present and asked my mother to give it to her. I expected her to become my bride, so
much was | in love with her.




By the time we got to America, [ learned that Chasia had married another of my
maternal cousins, whose name was Schwartz and who was older than [ and had a
profession (barber).

After the wedding of my mother’s sister in Sosnitza, all the relatives went back
to their homes. We went back to Kiev and went on with our lives.

Chapter 7

In the year 1910, after the murder of Stolipin in Kiev, my father left his job at
Barispolski’'s because of a quarrel with Barispolski’s son, who had pretensions of
being a soap-cooker and interfered with my father’s work. My father decided to leave
Kiev with my mother and the children. He made the acquaintance of a young man,
and the two of them decided to go to another city and open a soap factory together
there. The village they went to was Kariukovka, in the district of Chernigov. This
village was the place where the Brodsky brothers started their sugar business and
later became the sugar magnates of Russia. I finished my four-year course at the
Brodsky School, got my diploma, and left for Kariukovka, together with my mother
and the other children. Besides me, the children included my brother Sam, my sister
Bessie, another sister, Hadassah Esther (later called Ada in America), and my
brother Meyer.

In Kariukovka, the two partners, my father and the other young man, didn’t get
along and the soap businsess was dissolved.

Being already a grown young man and having found no work in Kariukovka, |
left for Snovsk, where my uncle Mayer (a younger brother of my mother) lived. My
uncle opened a small food shop for me and [ became the manager of the business.
Later on, the rest of my father’s family came to Snovsk. There my mother gave birth
to a boy, little Aaron (who called himself Harry in America), and later gave birth to
another little sister, Bella. Once again, my father left to look for work somewhere.

My job in my uncle’s little shop didn't last long, and I looked for another
occupation. [ started to work in a savings and loan society, and later in an insurance
company where life insurance and fire insurance were sold.

The town of Snovsk, to which our family had moved from Kariukovka, had a
large pine forest to which patients with tuberculosis came for treatment and
recuperation. One of my uncles, Joshua Yaffe, suffered from that disease, and he
and his wife, Bathsheba (an older sister of my father), and their daughter Mary came
to Snovsk for the summer. [ liked Mary, who was about my age, very much
(remarkable how much [ was attracted to girls), but after the summer the Yaffe
family moved back to Konotop, the town where they lived, and I didn't see her any
more. It's curious that many years later Mary married another of my cousins, Yankl
Rudin, who was a son of my father’s older sister Luba Rudinsky (Rudin). Also
curious is the fact that in the course of the years covered by these memoirs, three
pairs of my cousins, from several separate families, married one another.

Still another curious incident happened to me in Snovsk. Once, when [ was
walking on the street, | noticed, across from me on the other side of the street, a girl




(or woman) who looked familiar. I turned and looked at her again but I couldn’t
remember where | had seen the girl (or woman) before. She also glanced at me, as if
she recognized me. This happened repeatedly over the next few weeks. [ thought it
might be Luba, from long ago in 1901, but this was much later, indeed 10 years later,
and if it had been the same Luba she would now have been 17 years old and would
have changed a lot. which is probably why | was unable to recognize her.

Chapter 8

Having travelled around for some time and not having found work, my father
came back home to Snovsk. He and my mother decided to go to America, the land of
opportunity to make a living. In America at that time (in Philadelphia) were my
father’s elder brother, Ben-Zion, and an elder sister, Sophie Blum, and their
families.

Chapter 9

Thus, at the end of the year 1911, we (my father and I) were ready to travel to
America. As good Russian citizens, we obtained government passports so as not to
have to sneak acros the border, and traveled to Liebow to take the ship.

The ship was called the Kursk. Later, in the war of 1914, it was a military ship. It
took the two of us to Ellis Island, in New York Bay, arriving on February 6, 1912.
There we were met by representatives of the HIAS.

Three days later, we went by train to Philadelphia. Our relatives were waiting
for us there at the station, but because of a misunderstanding by the representatives
of HIAS in New York, we arrived at a different station and we missed each other, but
the Philadelphia representative of HIAS took us by car to my uncle Ben-Zion's
house. There, more relatives who lived in Philadelphia were waiting for us. Later the
relatives we had missed at the station arrived too.

Among the relatives who met us in my uncle Ben-Zion's house were his two
grown daughters, Bessie and Ida, and their little sister, Stella, a girl about 12 years
old who took care of the house. Their mother, Dvora-Beyla, had died years before.

My father took up temporary residence with his brother, Ben-Zion, and [ went to
live with my aunt Sophie Blum.

After having been in America for a few weeks, my father and [ started to look for
work so we could make our living. My uncle Jacob Blum, who was a manufacturer
of men’s pants, had a friend who made office furniture, and he took me to see him
about a job. There I met a worker I had known at the Brodsky School in Kiev, where
he had learned carpentry. This young man advised me not to go into the
cabinet-making business. After only one day in the furniture-manufacturing shop I
received a dollar for the day’s work. At that time, a person who came to a shop to
learn a trade worked for a certain length of time without pay, but I did get paid.




My father made the acquaintance of a paper-hanger who agreed to teach him
that trade. This new boss of his happened to be a very observant Jew, which my
father liked very much, for he too was religiously inclined. Because of that, my
father accepted the job. He remained a self-employed paperhanger till his
retirement many years later, and he taught my brothers Harry and Meyer the trade as
well.

Ben-Zion Zumoff (my father’s brother) and his three daughters, Stella, Ida, Bessie,
the first ones to greet my father and me at their home in Philadelphia upon our arrival
in America in 1912. Stella was at that time about 12 years old.

Through an advertisement in the paper, [ learned of a company that wanted to
hire apprentices for a luggage shop, to learn to make suitcases for travelers. | went
there on foot (about 22 blocks) and took the job. One day, when the master
craftsman went off to lunch, he left me in charge of the pot in which we cooked the
glue with which we cemented the materials for the suitcases. When he came back
from lunch, he realized immediately that [ was very good at preparing glue (because
I had learned to do it when I was a student at the Brodsky School in Kiev). I got a
raise after working there only three or four weeks. A cousin of mine named Kravitz,
who had recently come to America, had worked with another company that made
trunks and suitcases for travelers. [ thought [ was learning a fine trade and would be
able to make a good living after a while.

My aunt Sophie, with whom [ was living, had something else in mind for me.
Even before [ got to America, she had thought that [ should go into the needle trades,
because it would be better for me in the end. A manufacturer friend of hers owned
the Roomberg Brothers shirt factory, and she advised me to go to work there, where |
could learn to be a cutter. My uncle Ben-Zion had worked in a shop where shirts
were made; he was a spreader who prepared the material for the cutters.  worked in
Roomberg Brothers shirt factory for just under a year, after which the factory went
out of business and I was left without a job. Meanwhile my uncle Ben-Zion had
opened a small apron-making factory.

Once again my aunt Sophie spoke to another manufacturer of women’s
shirtwaists, and with her recommendation I went to work for him to continue my
education as a cutter (though I was already a skilled cutter). However, this
opportunity did not satisfy her. She spoke to other manufacturers she knew, and
recommended me to the firm of Perelman, Rochlin, and Lichtenstein, which
manufactured womens’ skirts and silk dresses (in Rochlin and Lichtenstein’s




section of the factory). [took the job there. What my aunt had in mind was that after a
while I myself would become a manufacturer in that trade.

I worked in that factory for nearly six years, managed to become a good cutter,
and also learned how to grade patterns.

In the year 1915, I joined the International Ladies Garment Workers Union, and
in that same year I took part in a strike at my shop. [ remember that one day when I
was picketing (it was a very cold day), [ was wearing a warm coat, and one of the
bosses, Rochlin, said to me jokingly: “It's easy to be a picket on such a cold day
when you have a nice, warm coat.” After picketing for several weeks, we half won
the strike. The union leadership settled with the manufacturers for an open shop,
which meant that we would work in the factories together with non-union workers.

After the strike, when we had gone back to work, the other boss, Lichtenstein,
climbed up on the cutting table and made a short speech, saying that we should be
friendly towards the workers who had not gone out on strike (he himself, years
earlier, had been a shop-worker in another trade.)

Ididn’t stay very long in that factory and that trade. In the year 1918, I decided to
leave that line of work (I was already a fully skilled cutter, marker, and
pattern-grader). Instead, | became a partner in a store that sold books, art supplies,
and gifts; we called it “The Fine Art Book and Gift Shop”. I stayed in that business for
more than three years, until 1921, together with my cousin Dave Sokolick. We
developed a good reputation as businessmen and achieved a respected position in
the business community. Once, when | was in New York visiting the Waterman
fountain-pen company to buy pens for our store, the salesman said to me: “Young
man, you are rated by Dun and Bradstreet; that means you have credit.”

Chapter 10

In the evenings, after work at the factory, I attended evening school, then
known as the 10th and Carpenter (Street) School, to learn to read, write, and speak
English. I and the other students went to the school for four semesters that lasted
nearly one year each. Our teacher was Miss Cherry, with whom I studied for the
whole four years. We remained friends after that, and later on she gave me a lovely
gift (a silver-plated cooking spoon) for my wedding.

Before we left the 10th and Carpenter School, we students decided to stick
together, and we founded the Philadelphia Educational Society, of which I was
elected secretary. In addition to our society, there were other similar societies in
Philadelphia at that time. My cousin Ida and her fiance Dave Sokolick, belonged to
one of them, the Young People’s Aid Society (later Ida was to become my
sister-in-law, when [ married her sister Stella, my uncle Ben-Zion’s daughter.) Also
members of that society were a number of boys and girls we knew from going to
concerts in the Academy of Music and the Metropolitan Opera House, and to
dramatic performances.

My brother Sam had gotten very friendly with one of the girls, Nellie Goodheart,

and they had been dating for some time. I don’t remember exactly how it happened
(perhaps it was because Nellie and I both worked at Rochlin and Lichtenstein’s
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shop, I as a cutter and she as a sewing-machine operator), but gradually I took her
away from my brother and carried on a love affair with her (which was already a
habit with me). In the year 1917, Nellie and I got married. My brother Sam made the
acquaintance of another girl in the Society, Gertrude Wallen, whom he later married
and lived with for many years, until his death.

In the year 1915, the members of the merged Philadelphia Educational Society
and Modern Educational Society decided to join the Workmen’s Circle, and
founded the L.L. Peretz Branch 575. Peretz, a famous Yiddish classical poet and
writer, had died in 1915, and we decided to eternalize his name in that way.

Chapter 11

Inthe year 1915, I became a member of the Peretz Branch 575 and was elected
recording secretary. A year later, | was elected financial secretary. (I might note that
[ have remained a financial secretary in various Workmen’s Circle branches up to
the present, 1986).

In 1916, we young members of the Workmen’s Circle and Branch 575 decided
to have a statue of Peretz made. We ordered such a statue from the sculptor
Alexander Portnow, of Philadelphia, and unveiled it at a large gathering of 3000

First executive session of Workmen'’s Circle Branch 575 in Philadelphia in 1915,
Abe Zumoff, Recording Sec. (seated 2nd from right).

persons at the Philadelphia Opera House at Broad and Poplar Streets. As guests at
the unveiling, we had invited from New York the writer Peretz Hirschbein and the
manager of the Jewish Daily Forward, Baruch Charney Vladeck. Both spoke about
Peretz. All those present congratulated the members of Branch 575 on their
accomplishment in having such a statue made to eternalize the name of the great
poet Itzkhok Leybush Peretz. The statue was then erected permanently in the
Workmen'’s Circle Lyceum at 505 Reid Street in Philadelphia.

The Peretz Branch 575 was very active in all areas. In addition to doing
community work at the meetings, they instituted regular gatherings with
well-known writers and artists, and also regular visits to concerts and other suitable




performances. The musical concerts of the Philadelphia Orchestra in the Academy
of Music were directed at that time by Leopold Stokowski, and the Opera put on 17
programs a season, with the greatest singers of the day.

Another activity of the Peretz Branch was to set up a large political assembly,
again in the Metropolitan Opera House, and invite as guest speaker the Socialist
lawyer Morris Hilquith, who had been nominated at that time for the office of Mayor
of New York. This assembly was highly successful; three thousand persons were in
attendance.

Chapter 12

Throughout all the years since 1915, up to the present day, | have remained
active in the Workmen'’s Circle, in all of its divisions.

In the years after the first World War, splits developed among the members of
Branch 575, at first about the activities in Palestine of the Irgun versus the Haganah,
and later because of the rise of the Soviet regime in Russia and the Communists. The
District Committee of the Workmen’s Circle in Philadelphia decided to divide the
members who were Social Democrats or leftists (Communists) into separate
branches. It installed a newly established Freiheit Branch, which the leftist
members entered. | was transferred to Chernigover Branch 520, which had a
Socialist orientation.

In the year 1916, [ became a member of the Jewish Socialist Verband, in its
Central Branch, and [ was elected treasurer of the branch.

In additon to being on the District Committee of the Workmen’s Circle, [ was
also a member of the Philadelphia Workmen’s Circle Lyceum at 505 Reid Street, and
a member of the Cemetery Department and the Central Committee of the
Workmen'’s Circle Schools in Philadelphia. There were five Workmen’s Circle
schools in Philadelphia at that time, with five teachers and a singing teacher (first
Melamed and then Michl Gelbart). In one of the elections for members of the Central
School Committee, [ was a candidate for the office of Financial Secretary, running
against Aaron Fishman, the father of Shikl Fishman. Both of us were members of
Peretz Branch 575. I won the election and became the Financial Secretary and the
collector of the children’s tuition.

At that time, I got the idea of founding a chorus in Philadelphia. | became
acquainted with A. Malinowski, a music teacher, and he became the Director of the
chorus. Unfortunately, Malinowski died soon thereafter, and the chorus ceased to
exist.

In the years 1915 to 1921, there were in Philadelphia, in addition to the five
Workmen'’s Circle schools, 34 Workmen’'s Circle branches, with about 4000
members. There were also two branches of the Jewish National Worker’s Alliance.
In one of the latter (Branch 2), my father was Secretary for 25 years. During his terms
of office, he was twice a delegate to Alliance Conventions, once in New York and in
Canada.

The Philadelphia Workmen'’s Circle branches were entitled to send 9 delegates
to Workmen'’s Circle conventions. | was nominated as a delegate to the convention




should be unable to attend for any reason.

Chapter 13

In a previous chapter, [ mentioned that in the year 1916 I became a member of
the central branch of the Jewish Socialist Verband. In the Verband branch, there
was a member named Comrade Margolin, who worked in real estate. Margolin
decided to set up a library in the Workmen'’s Circle Lyceum on Reid Street. He called
in representatives of the organized educational societies and some of the
Workmen’s Circle branches, and with their help he organized the library and
appointed librarians, a different one for each evening and a head librarian, a Mr.
Waldman, who was a member of the Peretz Branch 575.

During the War years, the United States established a draft system and called
up young men to service, to prepare them for the war in Europe. Naturally, our
librarians were called up too, including our head librarian, Waldman. Only [ and my
cousin Dave Sokolick, who was a cloak operator in the garment industry, remained.
Iwas designated head librarian and had to go in several evenings a week to attend to
the library.

Since 1 was in the library every evening and Dave was there several times a
week, we got the idea, one day, of buying rare books and selling them to the patrons
of the library. Dave was what you call a bookworm. Every day that he wasn't
working, he used to visit the Leary Bookshop, famous all over America, and there he
bought rare editions of books and took them to the Reid Street Workmen'’s Circle
library. In addition to being a bookworm, he was a great lover of music.

Eventually, this dealing in books gave Dave and me the idea of setting up a
book-stand near the entrance to the library to sell the books we had bought. As time
went by, we also got in gift items, pictures, fountain pens, binoculars, and other
such items to sell. Later on, we moved our business into a house near Reid Street,
which was the house where my cousin Dave lived (he had already married my
cousin Ida). The house had a large room with windows on the street, and this
became the store. We put up a hanging sign with the name “The Fine Art Book and
Gift Shop”.

We did pretty good business in the store. We sold “complete libraries” (on time
payments) to young couples who were interested in setting up such libraries in their
homes. We also sold small statuettes of the writers Sholem Aleichem, Peretz,
Gordin, and Bialik, and Judge Brandeis and others, which we manufactured. Still
later, we bought a stationery store from a Mr. Silver, who had given up his business.
We added the word “Stationery” to the name of our store and moved it to a regular
store at 419 5th Street, near Pine Street. A year or so later, we moved the store across
the street to 412 5th Street.

In this new, enlarged store we sold stationery, ledger books, and all kinds of
office equipment to businessmen. We also continued to sell books, statuettes, and
gift items on a larger scale. We also devoted one wall, suitably painted, to the
exhibition of paintings by various artists.

of 1918, because | was an active member of committees. When the election was
held, I came out tenth, which made me the first alternate if one of the other nine




Our shop became a center for a considerable number of intellectuals: writers,
poets, singers, artists, and the sculptor Alexander Portnow. The group decided to
publish a literary journal under the editorship of Z. Weinper, a poet and teacher in
the Philadelphia Workmen’s Circle schools. We put out six issues of this journal,
called “By the Fire.” Among the contributors to the journal were the poets A. Lutzki
and Z. Weinper, the teachers H. Novak, Nathan Minkoff, Solomon Berkowitz, and
others, including the sculptor Alexander Portnow and a number of painters. [ was
the manager of the store and of the journal. My cousin Dave was still working in the
factory, and worked in the store evenings and weekends.

Printing and publishing the journal represented a considerable expense, and it
was very difficult for the Bookstore to cover it. For that reason, Dave and I were
forced to give up publication of the journal, which had received a very favorable
review in a literary journal in Warsaw. It is a pity that | did not keep any copies of the
journal as aremembrance. It was also an equally great mistake not to keep copies of
our beautiful store catalogue or of the statuettes of Peretz, Sholem Aleichem,
Gordin, Bialik, and Debs, and the wall-plaques of Judge Brandeis and Sholem
Aleichem that we manufactured and sold in large quantities, both in America and in
other countries all over the world. Later in New York, when [ was in Workmen's
Circle Branch 315 and published the Boro Parker, a quarterly journal, I did keep
copies of all the nearly 100 numbers over a 20-year period of publication, and I also
kept copies of several very beautiful Jubilee journals.

In the beginning of the year 1917, | was called before the draft board to be
examined for service in the U.S. Army. | was already married to Nellie Goodheart at
that time, and she was already pregnant. Because the draft-board doctors found me
unfit for service, and because | was married and expecting a child, I received a
rejection notice. In the year 1918, [ gave up my job in the factory, and Dave Sokolick
also stopped working as a cloakmaker, and the two of us devoted ourselves entirely
to our business. Our book and stationery store was doing pretty good business,
about $20,000 a year, but because we had started the business practically with
pennies (I had invested all of my money, $150, and my cousin Dave had invested
$100), we were simply strangled financially when we had to pay the bills. It became
necessary for one of us to leave the business, so that the other partner might be able
to continue with the store. [ left and remained a so-called silent partner, and just
came in to the store to help out.

Chapter 14

In 1921, I was out of a job. In addition, my wife Nellie had died in 1918, leaving
me with a 3-day-old boy, Nathan, whom we called Neddie, in memory of his mother,
Nellie. My mother, Nechama-Dvora, took the child to her house to raise. Neddie
(Nathan) stayed with his grandmother for 7 years, and I was a widower.

Not having any work and being unable to find any,  used to drop in at my friend
Bichowsky's real estate office to pass the time. One day Bichowsky advised me to go
down to the office of the Jewish Daily Forward and see whether they could find
some kind of job for me. I took his advice, and went to the Forward office to talk to




the then manager, Louis Goldberg, who hired me as a clerk, at a low salary. One of
my tasks was to stand at the counter to which people came with questions about the
Forward, and I was also a collector of money from the newstands where the
newspaper was sold daily.  also had to deal with the large number of newsboys who
delivered the Forward to the readers’ homes.

Another of my jobs was to travel every morning to New York to take the
Philadelphia business ads and want ads, and also the Philadelphia news, which
was written by the Philadelphia City Editor, S. Prenowitz, and his assistant writer,
Sam Regensberg.

One day, a singer came to Philadelphia from Italy. His managers arranged a
reception for him in an Italian restaurant on Catherine Street and invited
representatives of all the newspapers in Philadelphia to come and hear him.
Naturally they also invited the Forward. As a lover of music and a frequent
opera-goer, | was sent to the reception, and I invited along my friend the writer
Regensberg. After the Italian meal, which [ didn'’t eat, | asked Regensberg to write
down his impressions. I got a good scolding about that from the Editor, Prenowitz.

In my preceding remembrances, [ have written that I was one of those
youngsters who went to the opera every week during the season. As aresult, I got the
idea that, since I was in the Forward’s composing room every day, | should translate
the librettos of the operas and print them in the Philadelphia edition of the Forward,
so the Jewish opera-goers who couldn’t read the librettos in a foreign language
would be able to understand what was going on on the stage. I translated 20
librettos and printed them on 17 Tuesdays during the Philadelphia opera season.

Things went on this way till 1922, when Baruch Charney Vladeck, then General
Manager of the Forward, came to Philadelphia from New York and suggested that I
come to New York and become the Superintendent of the composing room. I
accepted his proposition, but [ didn’t go to New York right away. The manager of the
Philadelphia office of the Forward, Louis Goldberg, left that office and went to the
Milwaukee office. His place was taken by Morris Polin.

I continued to work in the Philadelphia office. After work in the evening, being
alone, I used to visit the Fine Art Book, Stationery, and Gift Shop, which was not far
from the Forward office, to spend some time with Ida and Dave Sokolick and
especially with my darling Stella, Ida’s sister and the daughter of my uncle Ben-Zion.

While I was working at the Forward, [ spent a lot of time with the bookkeeper,
Rose Mind. We often went out together and I visited her home and met her family.
Like a sport, I bought her presents on holidays and we took a number of boat-ride
excursions together. The Philadelphia manager of the Forward, Mr. Polin, didn’t get
along with his wife (whom he later divorced), and he was carrying on an affair with
Rose Mind, whom he later married. She continued to work as the bookkeeper of the
Forward, and, being an employee there, I then kept my relationship with Rose Mind
strictly business and no more.

A few years later, Rose and Morris Polin and their child left the Philadelphia
office of the Forward to go to Baltimore, and he became the manager of the Forward
office there. Later he went to Chicago and was the manager of the Forward office
there for quite a long time.




Though Rose Mind and I went our separate ways, we remained close friends.
We used to meet at Workmen'’s Circle affairs and conventions, and on other
occasions. The last time I met her was in their home in Florida, and we had a very
pleasant get-together.

Chapter 15

In the years after the death of my wife Nellie, [ spent a lot of time with my cousin
Stella. What [ had come to America in 1912, she had been a little girl of 12. Now she
was a grown woman, and I dated her frequently. She owned her own canoe on the
Schuylkill River in Philadelphia and we used to go out in it when we had some free
time. One Saturday evening, we were paddling the canoe and its lamp had gone out.
Ariver guard, who probably suspected that we were planning some crime, came up
to us and ordered us to pull over to the shore. After interrogating us, he arrested us
and gave Stella, as the owner of the canoe, a summons to appear in court. She went
to court with her father, my uncle Ben-Zion, and the judge found her guilty and fined
her.

As | have mentioned, [ spent most of my free time with Stella, and we grew
closer and closer. In the year 1924, when [ had been with the Forward for more than
two years, [ was entitled to a vacation. One beautiful day [ was preparing to go to
Niagara Falls, and I proposed to Stella that she go with me, at my expense. She
accepted my offer, and the two of us traveled by train to Niagara Falls, registered
there at the Clifton Hotel on the Canadian side, took a room, and spent more than a
week there.

We had registered separately at the hotel, | under the name Abe Zumoff and she
under the name Stella Zumoff, her real name. Because our names were the same,
the fact that we took only one room didn't raise any eyebrows at the hotel. Every day,
we walked across the International Bridge from the Canadian side to the American
side of Niagara Falls. There we found a Jewish restaurant-delicatessen and ate our
meals. One evening, there was a fancy-dress ball at the Clifton Hotel. We got all
dressed up and had a lovely time with the other guests.

During our stay in Niagara Falls, we also visited the cities of Buffalo and
Rochester, on a tour bus. When we had finished our vacation in Niagara Falls, we
traveled down the Niagara River by ship to Toronto.

On our way home, we stopped in Atlantic City, New Jersey, for a week. There,
too, we took one room in a hotel, and we felt very comfortable and close with each
other.

Shortly after Stella and I got back home, [ went to my uncle Ben-Zion and said to
him: “I've called you uncle long enough. How would it be if I called you
father-in-law, or Pop, because Stella and [ are very much in love and we want to get
married”. My uncle’s answer was: “Could I stop you? Well, | wish you the best of
luck.”

About a year later, in 1925, Stella and I got married. My cousin Ida (Stella’s
sister) who by this time had a child with Dave Sokolick, now became my
sister-in-law and Dave became my brother-in-law. Stella and [ went on our
honeymoon on a cruise ship to Florida, stopping at Jacksonville and St. Augustine.




Before it left on the cruise, we booked return passage, but when the day for the
return voyage arrived, we were told that our names were not on the passenger list. [
insisted that I had to get back to Philadelphia to my job, and the captain had no
choice but to take us on the ship. Not being registered for aroom, we were invited by
the captain to spend the time in his suite, and we even stayed there overnight.

I still remember, to this day, the singing of the colored workers in Jacksonville,
who sang Southern melodies in the quiet twilight the evening before we set out on
the return voyage.

When we got home from our honeymoon, we took back my son, Nathan, from
his grandmother (my mother), who had been raising him for seven years, and we
rented an apartment on Diamond Street and made our home there. Stella raised
Nathan just as if he were her own son.

One morning at 3 AM, while I was traveling to New York with the material for the
Philadelphia edition of the Forward, the Pennsylvania Railroad train on which I was
traveling crashed into another train near the Metuchen station. The locomotive
ploughed into the rear car of an earlier train and telescoped it into another car, a
sleeping-car. injuring the passengers who were sleeping there. I too was slightly
injured.

Since I was not too badly hurt, I and the other passengers, together with the
train personnel, helped to get the more seriously injured passengers out of the
railroad cars. | remembered that | was a newspaperman and found a telephone to
report the news first-hand to the Forward. In those days, the paper went to press at 8
A.M. The City Editor, Benjamin Levitin, who was taking the news from me on the
telephone, told me that I was “a really good newspaper reporter”. That same
afternoon, when I returned to Philadelphia, [ saw a doctor and a lawyer and started a
suit against the Pennsylvania Railroad Company.

After a trial of several weeks, | won the case and received a judgment of several
hundred dollars (which was a lot of money at that time). I paid off the doctor and the
lawyer and continued in my work at the Forward.

At about that time, the previous Manager, Louis Goldberg, returned from
Milwaukee and took Polin’s place. After being Manager for a short time, Goldberg
died and Harry Berger came from New York to take his place as Manager of the
Philadelphia office.

Things went on this way till the end of 1925, when the General Manager of the
Forward, Comrade Vladeck, again came to Philadlephia and again proposed that |
come to New York and become the Manager of the composing-rooom. This time I
accepted his proposal immediately, and | began to prepare to move to New York.

In moving to New York, the idea was that  would be able to stop being so busy
with the labor movement and the Workmen’s Circle. One of my friends, Morris
Shapiro (who was a little jealous of me), hailed my decision to move to another city,
where [ would be free from my hard work in community affairs. However, when I got
to New York (where I lived in Rrooklyn), I again got involved in Workmen'’s Circle
activity. [ became a member and an officer of the Brooklyn Labor Lyceum on 42nd
Street and 14th Avenue. Just as | had bought shares in the Philadelphia Labor

Lyceum, so I bought shares in the Brooklyn Lyceum too (and neither time were they 4§

paid off).
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Chapter 16

In my Workmen'’s Circle activity in New York, | was drawn into the City Youth
Division of the Organization Committee and, together with Bernard (‘“Papa”)
Lilienbloom and Jack Zukerman, started to organize the English youth-branches
1001, 1013, and Cardozo Branch 1040, and later Branch 1023 in Brooklyn.

Till the year 1926, though [ was already in Brooklyn, I remained a member of
Philadelphia Branch 520, but at the end of that year I transferred to Boro Park Branch
315. It wasn’t very long (11 years) till | was elected Financial Secretary of the Branch
in 1937, following the previous Secretary, Benjamin Gebiner. I still retain my
position as Financial Secretary to this day, 1986.

Brooklyn
Delegation to
W.C. Convention.
Abe Zumoff
(1st row,
second from left).

In the year 1937, after having been a member of the Workmen’s Circle for a
couple of decades, | was elected a delegate to the Workmen'’s Circle convention,
which took place in Philadelphia for one week. There | was elected Secretary of the
convention and had to conduct two roll-call votes, one about establishing a
national old-age home for Workmen'’s Circle members and the other about the
delegates’ stipend.

In later years, [ was a delegate to nearly all the Workmen’s Circle conventions,
in Chicago, Boston, Detroit, Atlantic City, New York, and Philadelphia. | was a
chairman of committees and a secretary (several times) of those conventions.

In the 1970s [ agreed to become the Financial Secretary of three additional
Branches (146, 200, and 275) because they were unable to find their own officers.

In 1919 [ became a member of the National Social Club of the Workmen'’s
Circle, and I have remained a member and remained active to the present day. In
1985, [ was invited to give a talk there on “70 Years of the National Social Club.”




At the end of 1919, Sam Kramer, the former City Editor of the Forward in
Chicago and later a writer for the Forward in New York, proposed me for
membership in the Forward Association, which publishes and sets the policy of the
Forward. Till the end of 1973, [ remained the Manager of the composing room. After
retiring, | was elected in 1981 to the Board of Directors of the Association, and
served for a term of three years.

Chapter 17
My Activity In The Workmen’s Circle

In the course of my 70 years as a member of the Workmen'’s Circle, [ took part in
the founding of the I.L. Peretz Branch 575 in Philadelphia in 1915, and was elected
its Recording Secretary, and, a year later, its Financial Secretary; I was a member,
director, and the Secretary of the Workmen'’s Circle Lyceum on Reid Street and later
helped establish the Philadelphia Labor Institute; and | was a member and Secretary
of the Central School Committee in Philadelphia. I was also a member of the
Philadelphia Cemetery Department.

When, because of splits, a number of members left Branch 575 and went into
Branch 520 at the initiative of the Philadelphia District Committee, I was elected
treasurer of Branch 520. In 1926,  was transferred to Branch 315 in Brooklyn, where |
was on all the standing committees and the executive board and in 1937 was
elected Financial Secretary.

When the new Labor Institute was built in Philadelphia, [ was the writer of its
constitution in Yiddish; Simon Libros wrote the constitution in English.

At the beginning of 1938, I started to publish the Boro Parker, the Branch 315
bulletin. This journal appeared every quarter till 1960. I was elected the Editor, and
the members of the Editorial Board were Morris Noskowitz, Abraham Liebhoff, and
Joseph Kachuck.

I was a member of the City Youth Committee in New York, and was
instrumental in founding a number of English-speaking branches. I also helped to
arrange three jubilees for Branch 315 at the Workmen'’s Circle Camp, in 1959, 1964,
and 1969. | attended many conferences and was frequently Secretary at them. From
1919 till now, | have been a member of the National Social Club of the Workmen's
Circle.

Chapter 18
The Activity of Stella Zumoff

This chapter describes the activity of Stella Zumoff. Stella was my second wife.
She was the daughter of my uncle Ben-Zion Zumoff, brother of my father, Mendl
Zumoff. In other words, Stella was my first cousin. She and | were married in 1925. At
that time, | had been a widower for about seven years. My son Nathan, who was
brought up in the house of my mother, Nechama-Dvora, was a boy of 7.

When Stella and [ got married, she accepted my son as her own son and raised
him wonderfully well, with fine musical and general education (degrees from three




universities). She also made a fine wedding reception for him when he got married.
[ was married to Stella for 48 years, and we lived lovingly and faithfully together.

We lived in Philadelphia for a short time after our marriage, with our son
Nathan. After that, we moved to New York, where I worked at the Jewish Daily
Forward and she ran the household and raised the children (in 1926, our son,
Barnett [Berl] was born). Barnett too was raised wonderfully well in every respect.
He was educated in three universities and had a Yiddish education in the
Workmen'’s Circle elementary schools and Mittelshul.
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Stella Zumoff (second row, third right) member Br. 315B,
a delegate to the W.C. Convention held in New York.

When our two sons, Nathan and Barnett, were grown, Stella decided to get
involved in outside activities in addition to running the household. First she got a
job in the millinery trade, in which she had worked as a young girl. She worked in
the then well-known Abt Shop and became an excellent craftsman in women'’s hats.
In her shop, which was a well-known antiunion establishment, she started to
organize the workers to become members of the union. For this, she was thrown out
of her job.

Stella then became acquainted with Max Zaritzky, who was at that time
President of the International Millinery Workers’ Union, and worked together with
him in the interests of the trade and the union.

Stella was also a member of the Socialist Division of the Jewish Socialist
Verband, and was the Vice-Chairlady of her local. Later, she became a member of
the newly organized Workmen'’s Circle Branch 315-B in Boro Park. She became a
member of the Executive Board and the Financial Secretary, and later, when Branch
315-B merged with Branch 315, she became Treasurer of the combined branch.




In her later years, Stella developed a serious illness. For three or four years, she
was very ill; she spent more time in the hospital than at home. In 1973, at the age of
73, she passed away to eternity. In a word, one can say that Stella was a lady in every
way: an excellent homemaker and a community activist in all areas. Unfortunately,
Stella’s fine lifestyle was interrupted by her premature death. Once again [ was left a
widower until the end of 1974, when | married Jennie Davis (nee Liebowitz) with
whom [ lived for 8 happy years until her sudden death in August 1982.

Chapter 19

My Community Activities

Member of the New York Workmen's Circle Home; member of the Central
School Committee; member of the Reunion of Old-Timers; activist in the Jewish
Socialist Verband; contributor to ORT, YIVO, and the Zukerman Fund;
Vice-President of the Brooklyn Friends of the Workmen's Circle Home; and member
of other cultural organizations in the labor movement.

We of Boro Park

QUARTERLY ISSUE OF BRANCH 315 WORKMEN'S CIRCLE

“We of Boro Park”, The quarterly bulletin of
Branch 315 W.C. that was printed in nearly _
100 numbers (four pages and over). s

After my retirement from the Forward, where [ worked from 1922 to 1973, the &
last 47 years as Manager of the composing room, I became in 1981 a member of the
Board of Directors of the Forward Association, and served for a 3-year term. In a
word, | have been an activist, as they say.

In Workmen’s Circle Branch 315 in Brooklyn, I was the Editor-in-Chief of the
quarterly bulletin, the Boro Parker, which was published in nearly 100 issues,
usually of 4 pages; there were also 3 Jubilee issues, in a larger format with more

pages.




In 1984, on my 90th birthday, I was
honored by the Workmen'’s Circle Division of
the Israel Bond Campaign for helping to sell
Israel Bonds.

In April 1985, I traveled with a group of
Workmen's Circle members to Israel, to take
part in laying the cornerstone fora Workmen’s
Circle-sponsored dormitory in Kibbutz
Lohamei Ha’'Ghetaot, which will be used for
students who come to Israel for Holocaust
studies. With the group, 1 visited the
Workmen’s  Circle-sponsored  absorption

center in Ashkelon for immigrants from
Russia, and recently from Ethiopia.

Abe Zumoff

Chapter 20

Having been an employee of the Forward for a long time, [ was entitled to take a
vacation during the summer months. To take advantage of the vacation time, [ and
my family went to Unity House, the vacation place of the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union in Pennsylvania. In later years, we went for our vacation to

Abe,
Stella,
&
Berl
on
vaction
at
Unity
House.




Spring Glen, N.Y., where my son Nathan met his future first wife, Beatrice Melman.
Still later, I went to Circle Lodge, the Workmen'’s Circle Camp, from 1946 to 1986.

During our years in Spring Glen (1934-36), each summer I spent my two weeks
of vacation and every weekend there. | made use of my long-ago experience in Kiev,
where | and the other students had put on dramatic performances, to produce two
plays in the colony’s theater, with the other residents. [ was the director, and the
plays were: “Undzer Rebenyu”, based on [.L. Peretz’s short story, “If Not, Then Still
Higher”, and produced in Yiddish, and “The Nuremberg Stove”, in English. Both of
my sons, Nathan and Barnett, took part in these performances together with my wife
Stella and the other adults.

Guests vacationing in Spring Glen, N.Y. in a performance of
“Undzer-Rebenyu” — directed by Abe Zumoff in 1935. They are from left:
Mrs. Rothberg, Bienstock, Stella Zumoff and Lena Noskowitz.

In the winter months, in Workmen Circle Branch 315, [ helped to arrange affairs
and concerts with singers and other artists, and literary lectures with well-known
writers and workers in the cultural field; to list all their names would take too much
space. As | mentioned in a previous chapter, [ put out a bulletin for Branch 315,
called the Boro Parker, in about 100 issues, and it was contributed to by Tsivyon, the
well-known writer from the Forward, Joseph Baskin, the General Secretary of the
Workmen's Circle, and several teachers from the Workmen’s Circle schools:
Benjamin Gebiner, Chayim Ayalti, Israel Silverberg, Katzenellenbogen, and others. |
also helped to arrange three Branch jubilees at the Workmen's Circle Camp, in 1959,
1964, and 1969.

In Brooklyn, in addition to being Secretary of Branch 315, I was a director of the
Boro Park Labor Lyceum, till it was sold in 1966. Later | became a director and ,



Secretary-Treasurer of the Boro Park Educational Center that we purchased in 1967,
and I worked together with the manager, Morris Weiss, until his sudden death, and
with Morris Kaufman, who succeeded him as manager, and with other active men
and women from Branch 315 and other organizations. I was also active in the
Abraham Reisen Reading Circle, and the Boro Park chapter of the Workmen’s Circle
Old-Age Home. Currently, | am Vice-President of the Brooklyn chapter of the Friends
of the W.C. Old-Age Home.

Chapter 21

Our Sons’ Bar-Mitzvahs,
My Parents’ 50th Wedding Anniversary,
And The Family Album.

In the year 1931, 100 years after the birth of my grandfather Dov-Ber, my elder
son, Nathan, became of bar-mitzvah age. | had had no intention of celebrating the
occasion, but I received a letter from my father, in which he wrote: “I understand
that you won't make a bar-mitzvah for Nathan, but would you object if I, his
grandfather, made one for him?” [ answered: “I have no objection”. My father asked
me to send Nathan to Philadelphia after the end of school in June (his birthday was
in October) and he would prepare him. My father had no difficulty in doing that;
Nathan knew Yiddish from studying in the Workmen’s Circle elementary school and
Mittelshul, and also in the Teacher’s Seminary, but my father celebrated the
bar-mitzvah his way. After Nathan’s aliyah in the synagogue, my father invited a
minyan from the synagogue to his home, where my mother had prepared an
appropriate meal. Stella and I, of course, went to Philadelphia for the celebration.

Eight years later, in 1939, our second son, Berl (Barnett), reached the age of
thirteen and needed to have his bar-mitzvah. This time, I prepared him for his
bar-mitzvah. There wasn’t any difficulty with Berl either; Berl too had gone to the
Workmen'’s Circle schools and had learned there, among other things, about the
differences between the philosophies of Hillel and Shamai, and that was the theme
of his bar-mitzvah speech. However, as regards the party, his mother, Stella, had her
own ideas. We arranged with a caterer to make a dinner in a hall and invited the
family to the party. From New York, we invited Mr. and Mrs. Morris Noskowitz and
Elias Frank (the foreman of the Forward composing room) and his daughter. The
party was quite splendid.

In the year 1943, the Zumoff family in Philadelphia decided to celebrate the
50th wedding anniversary of my parents, Mendl and Nechama-Dvora Zumoff. My
brothers and sisters in Philadelphia asked me whether [ wanted to participate in the
preparations. “Of course!” | answered, and [ started to think about what I could
contribute, something that would make an impression. No sooner thought than
done! I would make a menu card, but a very unusual one. [ ordered, from a printer, a
booklet with 4 pages; one page was the menu and the other pages contained a
photograph of my mother and father and copies of their Ketubah in Yiddish and
English, and the whole thing was bound with gold covers. | sent the booklets to the
caterer and asked him to place the special menu at each table setting. The
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impression this made on the guests was extraordinary, but that was not enough for
me. “We have to make something that will remain a remembrance for many years,” |
said to myself. | remembered that a young man had come to the Forward composing
room one day and had brought in for printing a bar-mitzvah announcement for his
son that was illustrated with a small tree that had pictures of the boy’s grandfather,
grandmother, and parents, and the boy himself.

“Just that kind of a picture, but in a larger form”, [ said to myself, “would be
ideal”. | immediately took a double sheet of wrapping paper, and on it, in white
chalk, I drew a tree with branches on which there would be photographs of our
entire broadly ramified family. I brought the illustrated paper to Philadelphia, to the
party that we had arranged.

Here [ should mention that when my father found out (I don’t know how) about
the planned anniversary party, he told his children that he didn’t believe in surprise
parties, but if they insisted in making one they had his blessing, and he asked
whether he could invite his friends from the synagogue. They answered: “With
pleasure”. In discussing the party with his immediate family, my father (who was
religiously inclined) said that there were only three occasions when a Jew was
permitted to recite a blessing at a party: at a birth, at a bar-mitzvah, and at a wedding.
At a wedding anniversary celebration, however, one was not permitted to recite a
blessing. For that reason, he invited a minyan of his synagogue friends (that is, 10
men) with whom he had studied the Mishnah, so that they could recite a “Siyum
Hamishnah” and could then recite a blessing. And that, indeed, is what took place.
After that ceremony, my father went over to the wall where I had hung my proposed
family tree and looked at it for a long time. [ thought to myself: “If he, an elderly Jew,
can be so impressed by something that is only an outline, then something more
should be done with it”. And that’s how I got the idea of making a family-tree album
of the entire family, starting with my grandfather and grandmother, Dov-Ber and
Chaya-Riva Zumsky (Zumoff).

The album was completed in 1956, after 14 years of work. It contained pictures
and biographies of four generations of the family, and of the fifth generation as little
children. The biographies started with the birth of my grandfather Dov-Ber in 1831,
and covered a span of 125 years. Copies of the album can be found in 11 libraries
and universities.

In the year 1977, 21 years later, [ decided it was time to make a second volume
of the “Our Family” album that would contain the pictures and biographies of the
subsequent generations. This second volume was completed in 1985, after 8 years
of hard work to collect the necessary material, and was presented at the annual
meeting of our Cousins’ Club on October 26, 1985.

Chapter 22

In the preceding chapters, | have described in detail my life history over more
than nine decades. Now I want to highlight briefly the main events of my life, some
happy ones, some not so pleasant, (one could even call them sad).

I was born in Sosnitza, in the Chernigov district, the city where my mother’s
parents lived. From 1894 to 1904, I lived in various cities where my father was |,




looking for work, mostly in Korop. From 1904 to 1910, I lived in Kiev and studied in
cheders and in the Brodsky School, from which | was graduated with a diploma in
1910. After living in other cities for the next year or so, I went to America at the end of
1911, arriving there on February 6, 1912 and going to Philadelphia to live.

From 1922 to 1926, I worked in the Philadelphia office of the Jewish Daily

Forward. In 1926, [ moved to New York, where I continued to work for the Forward
until 1973.

In 1917, [ married Nellie Goodheart. In 1918, the year of the flu epidemic, she
gave birth to a son, “Neddy”, and died three days later of the flu. Neddy (Nathan)
was raised for seven years in the home of his grandmother (my mother),
Nechama-Dvora. His full biography is recounted at the end of the Epilogue.

After seven years as a widower, I married my cousin Stella (daughter of Uncle
Ben-Zion), and lived happily with her for 48 years. In 1926, Stella gave birth to a son,
Barnett (Berl). His biography is also recounted at the end of the Epilogue. After
several years of severe illness, Stella died in 1973.

After Stella’s death, I remained a widower again. At the end of 1974, | married
Jennie Davis, who had been a widow for 13 years. Jennie made me happy again with
her understanding, faithfulness, goodness, and devotion to me. I can say without a
doubt that our marriage was an idyllic one, with very great love, till her sudden death
in 1982.

Thus, I have lived through several sad events: the death from flu, in 1918, of my
wife Nellie, barely a year and a half after we were married; the death, 55 years later,
of my wife Stella after a long, severe illness; and the loss of my wife Jennie in 1982.

In addition, between 1950 and 1982 [ lost my brothers Sam, Harry, and Meyer
and my sister Mae.

After all these sad events, | have come to this conclusion: I've suffered enough!
I'll go on with my life this way, until . . .

Chapter 23
More About Jennie Davis

Here I should write something about my recollections of how [ met Jennie. She
became a member of Boro Park branch 315 after she and her husband, Charles
Davis, transferred from another Workmen'’s Circle Branch. Jennie quickly became
active in the Boro Park branch and the institutions around it. She became Recording
Secretary and a member of the Executive Committee. She was a member of the Boro
Park Children’s-school committee, the Workmen's Circle Central School
Committee, and the CYCO. | knew her only in connection with her activities in the
Branch, of which I was the Financial Secretary (as [ am still to this very day).

Jennie was also one of the directors of the local Workmen'’s Circle school, and
of the Boro Park chapter of the Workmen'’s Circle Old Age Home in the Bronx, New
York.

A few years later, Jennie’s husband Charles died. I, as the chief officer of the
branch, was at Charles’ funeral and gave the farewell oration at his graveside. Jennie




then remained a widow for 13 years. | continued to know her as an active member of
the Branch, but our relationship went no farther. In spite of the fact that her house on
43rd Street was only half a block from my house on 17th Avenue, we never met
except at the meetings.

Jennie used to go to the Workmen’s Circle Camp in the summer for her
vacation. Often I used to help her put her luggage on the limousine to Camp,
because it was too heavy for her.One summer, when [ went there for my vacation, |
met her there when she was a guest. Nothing improper happened between us.

Several years later, in 1974, after the death of my wife Stella, my family
celebrated my 80th birthday with a lovely party in a Brooklyn restaurant. In addition
to my family, a number of friends who were members of Workmen'’s Circle Branch
315 attended. To this party, I also invited Jennie Davis; [ wanted to introduce her to
my family.

Delegates from N.Y. branches at a Workmen’s Circle Convention in Boston.
Abe Zumoff seated in the middle of the first row.

The following summer, in Workmen'’s Circle Camp, Jennie and [ were both
guests. One evening, when I escorted Jennie back to her bungalow late at night, I
just stood for hours near the place where Jennie had already gone to sleep and
realized that [ was in love with her.

My younger son, Barnett, had been the doctor in Camp Kinder Ring for many
years. | wanted to talk over my new feelings for Jennie with him and my other son,
Nathan, so I telephoned Nathan in Philadelphia and asked him to come to the Camp
with his wife so we could all talk about my new situation. They both came. My
grandson Michael, Nathan'’s elder son, was also in Camp at that time.




Again remarkably, at the first meeting of my immediate family with Jennie, they
felt as if she were someone who had been close to them for a long time, and they
immediately developed a love for her. The same thing happened again two days
after [ married Jennie, when I took her to the annual meeting of our Cousin’s Club in
Philadelphia. There, too, Jennie was received with tremendous love, as if she had
been a member of the family for a long time, and she felt close to the whole family
the first time she met them. The love between the two of us lasted for the whole eight
years of our life together, till her sudden death in August 1982.

Epilogue

Before I conclude the recording of the activities of my 92 years, I'd like to say
that I have looked over the issues of the Boro Parker, the bulletin of Workmen’s
Circle Branch 15, especially the Jubilee issues and the greetings to me from my
many friends and from my two sons on various occasions.

It’s a great comfort to me to read the greetings to me from my whole family, the
cordial letters to me from my two sons, the warm greetings (in English) from my
former wife Stella, and the deeply felt enthusiasm of Jennie Davis (Zumoff), who, in
the years 1968-73 was the Recording Secretary and later also the Treasurer of Branch
315 and at the very end married me a year after the death of my wife Stella. My 70

years of activity for the Workmen'’s Circle and for the entire labor movement were
truly worthwhile.

I have a very large collection of cassette recordings of various occasions:
family celebrations, Workmen'’s Circle meetings and conventions, and others; there
are nearly 100 of them. [ also have photographs, movies, and slides, and also quite a
large library of rare Yiddish and English books.

During my lifetime, I have undergone several, though not many, operations,
and [ am now physically “okay,” as they say. As my mother used to say, “Kayn ayn
horeh” — I have remained very close to the Davises and Leibowitz’s, Jennie’s family
(her maiden name was Liebowitz). In her loving memory, | am now trying to put
together a mini-album of her family.

Nathan’s Biography

Nathan Zumoff, my elder son, was born in Philadelphia in 1918. His mother,
Nellie, died in the same year and left a baby three days old. For the first seven years
of his life, Nathan was raised by his grandmother (my mother), Nechama-Dvora
Zumoff. When Stella and I got married and moved to New York, we took him back
from his grandmother and took him with us to New York.

Nathan received a good education. He received degrees from Brooklyn
College, New York University, and Temple University in Philadelphia. He completed
with distinction the Workmen's Circle elementary schools, Mittelshul, and
Teachers’ Seminary, and worked for a short time as a teacher in the Workmen’s
Circle schools in Philadelphia. He also worked for a short time with my brothers
Harry and Eddie in the vending-machine business during the War years. For certain




reasons, he decided to learn a trade, and studied printing in a vocational school. He
worked for a short time as a printer, becoming a member of the union, after which
his boss designated him to become a proofreader, because of his academic
background. He worked as a proofreader till his retirement. Nowadays, he teaches
Yiddish to adults in his free time. Nathan is a very capable musician. He plays the
piano, writes music, sings a little, and is the Chairman of the Workmen’s Circle
Chorus in Philadelphia. He is also their narrator and, when necessary, a soloist.
Nathan writes and translates musical selections, and performs them in his
appearances before various groups.

Nathan has two sons, Michael and Joel. Both are married and lead fine lives
with their wives, Judy and Cathy respectively. Nathan’s first wife, Beatrice, died after
a serious illness, after 40 years of marriage. He is now married to Bess (nee
Goldschlack, formerly Sherman).

Stella and Abe Zumoff,
photographed prior to
the wedding of Michael
Zumoff (Nat’s son, Abe
and Stella’s grandson.)

The Biography of Barnett (My Younger Son)

Barnett (Berl) Zumoff was born in Brooklyn, New York, on June 1, 1926. His
mother, Stella, and [ raised him well and gave him a good education. Barnett
completed public school and high school in less than the usual time, and went
through college (Columbia) on a scholarship.

He was also a student in the Workmen’s Circle elementary schools and
Mittelshul, and took some courses in the Teacher’s Seminary. Barnett had three
years of pre-medical education , then went to Albany Medical College, and finally
completed his medical education at Long Island College of Medicine. He was an
intern at Brooklyn Jewish Hospital and a hospital in Boston, and was later a resident




in Brooklyn Jewish Hospital, the Brooklyn V.A. Hospital, and Kings County
Hospital. During his residency at Brooklyn Jewish Hospital, he was called to
military service in the United States Air Force. He was already married to Selma at
that time, and he served two years in the Air Force, in Alabama and Texas.

After his return from the military and his completion of the residencies at
Brooklyn V.A. Hospital and Kings County Hospital, he studied at the Sloan-Kettering
Institute for Cancer Research. After being there for several years, he moved to
Montefiore Hospital in the Bronx, and did research there for 20 years. Now he is on
the staff of Beth Israel Medical Center, as Chief of the Endocrinology Division, and is
Professor of Medicine at Mt. Sinai School of Medicine.

Barnett had remained in the Air Force Reserve after completing his active duty
in 1953, and in 1982 he retired with the rank of Brigadier General.

As for community activities, Barnett is connected with many community
organizations and is active in the Workmen'’s Circle. He was elected President of the
Workmen'’s Circle in 1984 and was re-elected in 1986. In addition to being busy in
many fields, Barnett has found time to translate poetic works by Abraham Sutskever
and Jacob Glatstein from Yiddish into English. Experts say that the translations are
magnificent. He has also translated into English my 92-year autobiography.

Barnett lives with his wife, Selma, in Brooklyn, New York. They have three
daughters, Janine, Francine, and Linda. The eldest daugher, Janine, is married to
Robert Cammarata and has two daughters, Cindy and Michelle.

It should be mentioned that Barnett has been the doctor at the Workmen’s
Circle Camp, Kinder-Ring, for 29 years, and is very much loved by the children and
adults.

Some Interesting Events That Are Worth
Remembering

In my rather lengthy autobiography, [ have already mentioned the events | am
going to mention here, but they are worth repeating.

As | have mentioned, in 1915-16 1 and my cousin Dave Sokolick and the
sculptor Alexander Portnow made a large statue of Itzkhok Leybush Peretz, which
the Peretz Branch 575 unveiled and set up in the Workmen’s Circle Lyceum at 505
Reid Street, and also smaller statuettes of Peretz, Gordin, Bialik, Sholem Aleichem,
and Debs, as well as wall plaques of Judge Brandeis and Sholem Aleichem, which
we sold in the Fine Arts Book and Gift Shop. I greatly regret that I didn’t keep copies
of these products for remembrance; I have only a statuette of Sholem Aleichem. I
didn’t even keep a copy of the wonderfully beautiful catalogue of the statuettes.

In the years 1919-1920, the Fine Arts Book and Gift Shop, of which [ was a
co-owner, put out a literary journal, “By the Fire,” in conjunction with a number of
teachers in the Philadelphia Workmen'’s Circle schools and various writers. Six
numbers were issued, but [ have no copies left; perhaps the YIVO has them.




While | worked in the Jewish Daily Forward’s composing room, as its manager,
[ created many new type faces that beautified the appearance of the newspaper.
Many private printing firms have copied these type faces for their businesses.

Forward compositors’ banquet, in honor of Abe & Stella Zumoff

I spent several of my summer vacations at Unity House, the vacation resort of
the International Ladies Garment Workers’ Union in Pennsylvaia. Later, [ spent three
summers in Spring Glen, New York, where [ staged two plays with the children and
adults: “Undzer Rebenyu’ (based on I.L. Peretz’s story, “If Not, Then Still Higher”) in
Yiddish and “The Nuremberg Stove” in English. It was there, too, that my son Nathan
met his future first wife, Beatrice, with whom he lived 40 years, until her serious
illness and death.

From 1946 to 1986 I spent my vacations at Circle Lodge, the Workmen's Circle
camp. My wife Stella also spent many years there; she was active there in the various
programs and contributed a great deal.

Both of my sons spent many years at the Workmen's Circle Camp. Both were
campers and counselors, and Nathan was Assistant Director. After he became a
doctor, Barnett spent his vacations as the doctor in Camp Kinder-Ring, the
Workmen'’s Circle children’s camp. He has spent 29 summers in that capacity, from
1958 to 1986.

Having worked in the Jewish Daily Forward for more than 50 years,l have had
the opportunity of meeting several editors, Abraham Cahan, Hillel Rogoff, Dr. Lazar
Fogelman, Morris Crystal, and now Simon Weber, and becoming friends with all of
them. [ have also had a close and friendly relationship with the writers Abraham
Reisen, Isaac Bashevis Singer, Shlomo Ben Israel, Icek Schmulewitz, Rabbi Dr
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Aaron Ben Zion Shurin, Irving Vogel, Dr.Issar Ginsburg, David Einhorn, Dr. B.
Hoffman (Tsivyon), and many others. I also had the greatest respect and frienship
for the printers who were under my supervision as Manager of the Composing room
for 46 years.

Abe Zumoff and his three wives: Nellie, whom ‘he married in 1917;
Stella, second marriage in 1925; and his last, Jennie, in 1974.

As [ have mentioned previously, as a member of the Workmen's Circle for 70
years | have taken part in very many conventions and conferences, have helped
organize Workmen’s Circle branches, and have helped build and manage Labor
Lyceums in Phildelphia and Brooklyn, New York. When the Workmen'’s Circle
Old-Age Home in New York was being built, | was at first an opponent of the idea,
because of the difficulty of maintaining such a home, but after a majority of the
members decided to build such a home for aged Workmen'’s Circle members, |
joined in the effort and helped raise money for the maintenance of the Home.

Having spent my vacations at Circle Lodge for more than 40 years, [ have done
my part, to the best of my ability, to ensure the success of the camp. In the past few
years, when it was decided to build a new Cultural Center for the children in
Kinder-Ring, I and my wife Jennie participated with moral support and the
contribution of a considerable amount of money. This year, 1986, I undertook the
sponsorship of the fourth culture-room (until then, there had been no name over the

doorway), and my sons, Nathan and Barnett, hung a plaque there in memory of their
mother, Stella Zumoff.

Wl

from left: ok
 Chayim Ayalti; teacher in {g
the Boro Park W.C.
School, and Lena
Noskowitz and Fanny
Shapiro of the School
Board.




(2961 Ul (JNI0X
MBI\, Y} woay pajuriday)
S Ay moysnoay)

san Auew uy safed g 01
3Isop pue safed zg erydjapeyd
¢-s8d zo1 Jo Bunsisuod yiox
MI)\ Ul panss| sem jey (‘sik
GL) UONIPD P[IqN[ PIeMIOy,,
e Buisjaradns jjournz aqy




FIVE GENERATIONS OF THE ZUMOFF FAMILY
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First Row: Left Dov-Ber & Chaya-Riva Zumsky; center: Mendl and Nechama Zumoff;
right: Abe Zumoff. Direct Lower: Abe’s wife Nellie, and her family; Stella, his second wife,
and her family; and Jennie, last marriage, and her 3 sons from a former marriage.
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Now, once again alone, sorrowful, sad, and yearning greatly, [ have decided to
write down the 92 years of my life, with all its events, and to say ... enough!

Abe Zumoff
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After my marriage to Jennie Davis, her three sons and I became very close, and a great b }
love developed. Thus my family came to consist of five sons; Nathan and Barnett 2l
Zumoff; and Bernard, Lawrence and Ronald Davis (shown in the picture at my 85th
hirthday party, which they and their wives gave for me).
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JENNIE ZUMOFF
In October of 1974, Jennie
married Abe Zumoff and spent
with him eight years of an ideal
and most happy life. Jennie died
suddenly on August 31, 1982.
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STELLA ZUMOFF

Seven years after the death of
Nellie, first wife of Abe Zumoff,
Stella married Abe in 1925.
After 48 years of a happy life

together, she passed away in
1973.
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