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Of Shalom Zysman

The death in Israel of Shalom Zys-
man at the youthful age of 53 brings
to mind several memorable meetings
that I had with him in this country
and in Israel which reflected the true
image of the man in terms of his phi-
losophy of life and human qualities.

It was in April, 1951, when 1 first
met Zysman in New York after his
arrival together with Joseph Serlin as
a delegation representing Israel’s Gen-
eral Zionists. It seems only -yesterday

when a young, good-looking man, curly
haired and of slim build, entered my
office at the ZOA headquarters, then
located at 41 East 42nd Street. At that
time I was editor of The New Palestine,
predecessor of The American Zionist.
He introduced himself informally, and
it was only later that I learned of his
rank as Major in the Israeli armed
forces with which he had fought in the
War of Liberation; prior to that he had
seen service on the Palestine front with
the Jewish Brigade of the British army.

He looked much younger than his
37 years, and I recall wondering at that
time that here was a soldier hardened
by war who yet presented the genteel
appearance of a theological student. He
was soft-spoken and exuded friend-
liness. The texture of his face and hands
was delicate and of pink color.

At the reception tendered him by
the Young Zionists of the New York
area, and at other meetings, I saw in
his speech and bearing a leader blend-
ing magnetism with firmness. He had
a twinkle in his eyes as in a low tone
he measured his words with careful pre-
cision and logic. One felt that here was
a man who epitomized the Eastern
European young Zionists of the Fifth
Aliya who evolved into the heroic youth
of Israel who repulsed almost with
their bare hands the invading armies of
seven Arab states. He was a tough
fighter with a gentle soul.

Whenever Zysman visited the ZOA
headquarters, he was jovial and had a
cordial smile for everyone. But under
the geniality he was uncompromising in
his convictions. At the same time he
showed tolerance of criticism and di-
vergent views.
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Zysman loved life. He was not stodgy
nor snobbish. I recall vividly the many
occasions when he invited my associate
workers and me to join him at a night
club or a theater. He was debonair in
his attire and a “good fellow” in his
mannerisms, and won the affection of
everyone who came in contact with
him.

I saw him again for several hours
in July 1963 in Ramat Gan, on the
eve of the ZOA Convention in Israel.
He had called on me personally in the
press room of the ZOA House for the
express purpose of inviting my wife
and me to visit him in Ramat Gan, his
beloved municipality of which he was
the acting mayor. I took advantage of
a break in the Convention preparations
to accept his invitation. When we were

ushered into his office I became a wit-
ness to the mordinately busy schedule
to which he was chained. It was only
at my strong insistence that he agreed
to attend to his unfinished business
before he was to drive us on a tour
through the city.

For three-quarters of an hour I
watched him at work—and here again
I observed a rarity for a busy high-
echelon official. He patiently gave a
sympathetic hearing to every caller; he
replied to numerous queries and re-
quests calmly with a smile and carried
out his chores without tension or ihe
appearance of pressure. Here was a
man whom you could approach, in
whom you could confide, and who in
an easy and friendly manner tried to
solve your problems.

He drove us in his car on a two-
hour tour of the green lawns and beau-
tiful edifices which studded the broad
area of Ramat Gan. We visited the
Maccabi headquarters and the huge
sports stadium seating 40,000 people.
In each place he was warmly greeted by
Maccabean sportsmen, by officials, and
members of the populace.

The last time I saw him was at the
opening of the ZOA Convention in the
Binyanai Ha'ooma in Jerusalem. Al-
though he had a reserved seat on the
dais he descended the side stairs of the
platform at frequent intervals to greet
his friends among the audience and
members of the press.

Zysman’s passing is a grievous loss
to Israel, to Zionism, and to his count-
less friends, both here and abroad. They
will cherish the memory of a talented
leader who walked and talked gently
in a world hardened by inequities and
cruelties.

ERNEST E. BARBARASH
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