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ZABLUDOW, TOWN S.E. OF BIALYSTOK, 1IN N.E. POLAND, JEWISH
SETTLEMENT IN ZABLUDOW BEGAN TO DEVELOP TOWARD THE END OF
THE 15TH CENTURY. THE WOODEN SYNAGOGUE, BUILT IN 1646 AND
RESTORED IN 1765, 1S ONE OF THE BEST EXAMPLES OF THE TYPE
IN POLAND. AN IMPORTANT COMMERCIAL CENTER, ZABLUDOW WAS THE
VENUE OF THE MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF LITHUANIA IN 1664
AND 1667. THE RUSSIAN CONQUEST 1IN 1660 CAUSED TERRIBLE
SUFFERING TO THE COMMUNITY. THE MINUTE BOOK (PINKAS) OF THE
COMMUNITY, CONTAINING ITS RECORDS FROM 1650 TO 1800, AND OF
THE BURIAL SOCIETY (1701--1819) ARE EXTANT. THE JEWISH
POPULATION INCREASED FROM 831 IN 1764 TO 2,621 BY 1897
(68.6% OF THE TOTAL POPULATION). DURING THE 19TH CENTURY
WEAVING AND TANNING INDUSTRIES DEVELOPED IN ZABLUDOW. OWING
TO DETERIORATING ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, HOWEVER, MANY JEWS
EMIGRATED TO THE UNITED STATES BETWEEN 1905 AND 1925.
ZABLUDOW REVERTED TO POLAND AFTER WORLD WAR I. IN 1939 THE
COMMUNITY NUMBERED ABOUT 2,000. DURING WORLD WAR II, THE
JEWS OF ZABLUDOW WERE MOBILIZED BY THE GERMANS FOR WORK IN
THE TANNERIES. ON NOVEMBER 2, 1942, THEY WERE DEPORTED TO
THE DEATH CAMP AT TREBLINKA.
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