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ding, so common in deaspora past. But
this time pleading with the Gentiles
was useless and many Jews so di-
sheartened did not even consider other
forms of rescue.

As quoted in the “Townlets In The
Forest”, ,The Eternity Of Israel Will
Continue, due to the amazing recovery
of the people, the dynamic use of
creative energy and the incredible
power of survival after the war. Foll-
wing the biggest disaster of our history,
in the darkness of the deep forest,

and the impassable endless swamps
of Polesie and Wolyn, the Jews
showed an outstanding ability for
flexibility shown by their turning
themselves outwards and not allowing
themselves to sink in the trauma of
the Holocaust.

The citizens of the “forest towns”
drew the necessary conclusions how-
ever and the countries where they had
lived for over a thousand years and
most inhabitants of the forest-towns
emmigrated to Israel.
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Ukrainian Nationalists who continued
murdering Jews and Communists even
after the liberation. During this period
the Ukrainians entered the forests and
many of the young boys did not return
from their mission to impose Soviet
order on the area.

In Maniewicz there is a memorial
stone in the memory of the Soviet
soldiers who fell for their country and
among them many Jews from this
townlet ; Yehuda Melamedik (Gruzin),
Siomka Biderman, Wolf Bronstein,
Abraham Merin, Zacharia Winer,
Pesach Mel'nik, Szmuel Lupa, Abraham
Gorodecki, and others.

In Rowno, a district town, there is
a memorial stone in the memory of
a Jewish Partisan, a hero of the Soviet
Union who fell fighting the Nationa-
lists after the Iliberation: Misha
(Moshe) Edelstein, a refugee from
Kalish, who arrived in Povorsk after
he had escaped the Germans. There in
Povorsk he organized and led the
underground and entered with a group
of young men into the forests.

He was a brave fighter, a proud Jew,
a modest and silent man. His wish was
to revenge the death of his parents.
family and girlfriend Raya Plus whom
he had loved, and who had been taken
away from him by his Russian co-
mmander. The girl preferred death
rather than betray Misha.

CONCLUSION

At first I will present the conclusions
of the Partisans’ commanders Maks
and Kruk, who in my opinion were
liberal toward the Jews..

“..today the people from the
‘forest townlets’ are strongly tied
with the fighting brigade, here is
reciprocal aid, we take care of their
security and guard them and they
pay us with love and with important
work... but what is most important,
we feel that we fulfill a simple hu-
man need and duty. The war will be

over some day, and these people
will become free. We shall be proud
to have helped them to survive this
horrible period”. Jozef Sobiesiak
(Maks), Ryshard Yegorow, Wild
weeds ("Burzany”), Warsaw, 1960,
pp. 268.

“.I have read the list of the
names of the Jewish Partisans, and
there are few combatants and co-
mmanders in my detachment. This
list can be extended and it can be-
come ten times longer”. M. Ko-
niszczuk (Kruk): “There were
many of them”, Moscow, 1948.

In this modest research-paper, based
on the testimonies of survivors and
on holocaust literature, I wish to show
that when there was any possibility,
of escape Jews by the thousands took
advantage of the situation. When
necessary they fought for their lives
against the Germans and their asso-
ciates. The Jews quoted from Ma-
niewicze, Povorsk, Trojanowka, Le-
szniwka, and the vicinity were no
more heroic than the Jews from other
areas, but the natural conditions of
the vicinity helped them. The forest
was their friend. There was a place
to escape and survive, although the
dangers were enormous. They could
fight and take revenge. Therefore from
this vicinity ten percent of Jewish
inhabitants survived, including women,
children, and old people. This con-
trasted to other areas (without fo-
rests) in which the communities were

completely exterminated. In Wolyn
only 0.8% (2000) of the two hundred
and fifty thousand population sur-
vived.

The family-camps are a chapter in
Jewish heroism ; popular Jewish, with-
out the sort of leaders. Who ignored
the possibility of rescuing tens of
thousands of Jews by escape to the
forests, considered. Those leaders
preferred the traditional way, of plea-
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1942—1944 the Germans large scale
comb-outs throughout all the forests
in which Jews had been living. Thou-
sands of German soldiers surrounded
the forests to prevent escape. The only
way of rescue during the comb-out
was to escape to the bogs, which were
almost impassable, and also to the
underground bunkers. Many family
camps inhabitants died during comb-
outs of the forests.

STAGES IN THE PARTISAN
MOVEMENT

Conditions in the Jewish family-
camps changed for the better during
the second stage of the Soviet par-
tisans’ activities, from 1943 onwards.
The arrival of General Platon in Na-
liwokian pusz¢za General Biegma in
South Polesie and other partisan co-
mmanders and senior Party mambers
in other places — Dyadya Pietya or
Fiodorov Czernigowski — brought
about an improvement in the Jews’
conditions. The Jews at that time were
no longer subject to the arbitrariness
of the local Soviet partisans’ co-
mmanders. In some regions a regular
supply of food to the family-camps was
even arranged and carried out by the
partisan units.

But even during this second stage
of partisan activity it was very difficult
for the Jewish family-camps. Despite
the reorganization of the partisan units
and in spite of the discipline imposed
upon them, the discipline was not of
a strict military nature and anybody
who wanted to harm Jews could easily
find the means of doing so. Murder,
robbery of weapons etc., which had
been common during the first stage,
also occurred during the second stage,
but less frequently, as complaint be-
came possible then.

It must be remembered that the
aims of the Russian Partisan movement
were different from those of the Jews
in the family-camps, since the family-

camps were established in order to
save all those thousands of women,
children and old people who had es-
caped the liquidation operation, while
the partisans’ aim was, chiefly, to fight
the enemy..

Under various pretexts weapons
were taken away from the young
Jewish fighters who were transferred
to the family-camps. This aroused
bitterness among the Jews, who were
being abandoned to their fate of hun-
ger and lack of security. At best the
Jews were ordered to serve in com-
batant units.

In this work three townlets are
quoted as examples: Maniewicze-
approximately 4000 Jews (Including

Jews from the surrounding villages
and 1500 Jewish refuges from vestern
Poland) :

Povorsk with approximately 1500
Jews ; Troyanowka approximately 330.

The Jewish townlets were located
within “a sea” of small villages —
about a hundred — with a population
of 50,000 people, mostly Ukrainians
and Polish farmers, transferred there
by the Polish Government to “Polo-
nize” the area. The villages survived
mainly from cattle and pig farming
and fishing. In the north were
the Byelorussians, distinguished from
other nationalities by their poverty
and humane behavior.

The areas were liberated in the
spring of 1944. The Jews had lived
in the family-camps for about two
years. The few young Jewish men that
had survived were mobilized into
the Red Army and together with the
Ukrainian Nationalists sent to the
front.

Most of those mobilized fell on the
battlefield and so the few survivors
of the families-disappeared also. Young
boys who had gone into the forests at
12—14 years old and came out 15—17
years old joined the “Istribitelny Ba-
ttalion”, whose aim was to fight the
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and received help from the partisans,
mainly from Jewish partisans. The
inhabitants of the “family-camps” ren-
dered services willingly to the fighting
units in return. They looked after the
manufacture of clothing and food.
They operated flour-mills, and medical
services for the partisans. They also
built workshops for manufacturing
explosives and repairing weapons.
These activities justified their survival
and their life in the forests.

Within these camps there was also
a kind of religious life. expressing
itself mainly by observing Shabbat
and other Jewish holidays. There was
public prayer and marriage, according
to Jewish tradition, through “Chuppah
and Kidushin”. Burial was also ob-
served according to Jewish tradition.
Sitting around the forest fires people
remined about the past and dreamed
about the future, after the war was
won.

The “family-camps” were in con-
stant danger of being attacked by the
German police, aided by the local po-
lice and the S.S. units especially
trained to fight the partisans. In times
of danger, the partisans mounted their
horses, took their carts and left for
a new site, far from the former. The
family-camps, however, including many
old people and children, were left
to their fate and each person had to
try to survive on his own. They usually
fled into the depth of the forest, where
many died.

Many of the refugees found shel-
ter in “kennels” (shelters under the
ground), prepared in the homes of
peasants who had been their acquain-
tances in the past. Those peasants
were well paid, but — sooner or later
— most peasants who had hidden
Jews robbed and murdered them. In
the course of time the lives of the
Jews in hiding had become extremely
tenuous and some honest peasants
advised them to flee.

The exact number of Jews rescued
in this way is unknown. Neither do
we know how many Jews found shel-
ter in the family-camps. Many of them
died during German comb-outs, and
large numbers died at the hands of
the various groups then living in the
forests : Russian and Polish partisans
(AK. and N.S.Z.), Ukrainian Nationa-
lists. A considerable number of Jews
were murdered by their peasant neigh
bors or died of cold, hunger or diseases.

The number of Jews who arrived
at first in the forests was, of course,
much larger than that of the survivors.
When the region was liberated by the
Red Army in the summer of 1944, in
the entire Wolyn area approximately
six hundred Jews survived in family-
camps, including three hundred Jews
from the three townlets of Manievicze,
Trojanowka, Povorsk and their vici-
nities. These Jews created two family-
camps, which were protected by the
partisan-units under the command of
Max and Kruk. The number of Jews
who survived in the family-camps, in
the whole region of Ukraine and Bye-
lorussia occupied by the Germans, pro-
bably does not surpass ten thousand
people.

During the establishing of the family-

camps, differences of opinion had
arisen between the founders of the
camps. The issue was the optimal

number of people to be accepted into
the camps and the acceptance of new
families which had arrived in the
forests. Those who were for accepting
all Jews who had escaped the ghettos,
ignoring the size of the camp, claimed
that the rescuing of Jews should stand
above all other considerations.

The periphery of the woods became
insecure from late 1942 onwards. Ger-
man units, previously informed, easily
found the Jews’ hiding places. The

large German comb-outs of the pac-
tisans were also very dangerous for
the family-camps.

During the years
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SUMMARY

No sooner had the operation “Ba-
rbarossa” begun, even before the Ger-
man conquest of West Ukraine and
Byelorussia, then did Ukrainian and
Byelorussian nationalists prepare “a
new order”. Many Jews, who had
been suspected, of sympathizing with
the communist Soviet regime, were
taken from their homes and disa-
ppeared. After the Red-Army’s retreat,
degradation and murder of Jews be-
gan to serve as an outlet for Ukrainians
and other inhabitants of the area.
Later, according to a careful German
plan, 10% of the Jewish male po-
pulation were taken to work. In this
the Germans were aided by others.
Under this pretext Jews were mer-
cilessly murdered ; thus did the Ger-
mans impose a regime of terror on
the remaining population, including
hunger deprivation and murder. This
state of affairs continued from July
41 — September 42, until the final
liquidation of the Jews. During this
period there was no possibility for
Jews to organize any resistance what-
soever. This due to the sophisticated
German propaganda system. The Jews
were led to think they were “indispen-
sible” and that due to their work
for the Germans they would be able
to survive. Other reasons for lack of
the Jews' organization was the deep
hatred of the Ukrainians and their
collaboration with the Germans in
carrying out of the “final solution”
of the Jewish problem. There was also
a lack of Jewish leadership, as Jewish
males were murdered immediately
after the Red-Army’s retreat and the
German invasion. Lack of leadership

SURVIVAL
IN THE FOREST

(fragment)

had been disastrous for the Jewish
population.

By the first month of the German
invasion a small number of fighting
partisans started to appear in the
surrounding forests. They were co-
mmunist war-prisoners, who had es-
caped from German prison of war
camps. They tried — without much
success — to organize into fighting
units. This was unsuccessful due
mainly to the hatred of the local po-
pulation for the Communist regime
and its representatives.

Only during the mass-liquidation of
the Jewish population did some young
Jews, despite enormous difficulties,
escape to the forests. But even here
they were deeply disappointed, as
combatant-partisans groups accepted
only those equipped with weapons.
Those unarmed, became simply “Jews
of the forests”, wandering from place
to place trying to organize into groups,
to somehow obtain weapons, and thus
survive.

By 1942 middle-aged Jews, women
and children who had escaped from
the ghettos, also sought shelter. Acco-
modation, shelter and food in the
forest, especially in the winter, were
extremely scarce. Food was mainly
obtained from the surrounding vi-
llages ; but all too often there was
no money to pay for it, so the par-
tisans took it forcibly or stole it.

The situation was such, that the
groups which had not been accepted
by the formal combatant units had
to make their living by weapons or
their substitutes. Gradually, however,
the “family-camps” were taken under
the protection of the fighting units
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