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BNOS VIZHNITZ

Girls’ School and Teachers’ Seminary

“Thus shall you say to the House of Yaakov and tell to the Children
of Israel.” Educating the future mothers of our people is our
guarantee for the continuity of Torah in the coming generation
of sons for it is the mothers who instill primary values to their
children in their formative years. “Harken my son to the rebuke of your
father and do not abandon the teaching of your mother.” Bnos
Vizhnitz was founded to insure that the daughters would receive
the proper education and traditions. Some seven hundred girls
of all ages, study in Bnos Vizhnitz, beginning with kindergarten
and day care center, and continuing through elementary school, high
school and teachers’ seminary.

How is Bnos Vizhnitz different from other orthodox girls’ schools?
First of all, the language of instruction is Yiddish rather than Hebrew,
for we feel that since this should be the language of the home,
it should be spoken at all times. Yiddish incorporates the spirit of
Chassidus which permeates the building. This is the spirit of good
middos, modesty, humility, purity, adherence to time-worn tradition
and so on. This does not in any way detract from the scholastic
level of the studies, which is wvery high and equivalent to
that of any other orthodox school. These facts have earned
an excellent reputation for the Vizhnitz girls’ institutions. Large numbers
of parents insist on enrolling their daughters in Bnos Vizhnitz for those
very reasons but, sadly, lack of space prevents the administration
from accepting all the applicants. Hopefully, when the financial situation
improves, the facilities will be enlarged and subdivided to accommodate
the large numbers.
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KOLLEL

In Memory of R’ Chaim Menachem Mendel Gutman zal

Dozens of excellent young men can be seen diligently applying
themselves to their studies in the Vizhnitzer kollel. The kollel's aim
is to produce a generation of astute scholars who have reached
the exalted stage of “determining the halacha accurately”. The program of
studies ranges over several years. Each topic in the gemara is approached
methodically, in depth, encompassing the Rishonim and Acharonim
viewpoints as far back as the Tur and the Shulchan Aruch
with their respective commentaries. The Kkollel members acquire
a full grasp in the halachos presented in the Shulchan Aruch,
divisions Orach Chaim and Yoreh Deia.

Under the specification of the Admor shlita, a special emphasis is placed
upon review, for “one who studies but does not review is like one who
sows but does not reap.” In order to promote constant review
of the material learned which is necessary for an absolute grasp
of the subject, a special prize fund, Yad Efraim Fishel, has
been established by R’ Moshe Chaim Feldman from London, in
memory of his late father, who was one of the venerable Vizhnitzer
chassidim of the previous generation. The kollel students were
tested on the material by gedolei Torah and noted poskim such as
the author of “Minchas Yitzchak®, g.a.b.d. of Jerusalem zal, and (yibadel
lechaim) the author of “Shevet Halevi”, g.a.b.d. of Zichron Meir in
Bnei Brak. Both fervently extolled the accomplishments of the kollel
students in the area of halacha from its various sources, and in practical
halacha, after their having apprenticed in ‘shimmush chachamim’
through the framework of the kollel. Thank G-d, the kollel has reaped an
excellent harvest on its investment of effort and has produced several
turnovers of young men who gained the coveted ordination titles of
“Yoreh yoreh, yadid yadin” from the most prestigious poskim of this
generation.
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DAMESEK ELIEZER

Yeshiva Ketana

Like a dazzling diamond in the crown of Torah in the Holy
City of Jerusalem — the “yeshiva ketana” “Damesek Eliezer”
for young boys is an institution of which Vizhnitz is duly
proud. Over one hundred elite students devote themselves to the
study of Torah under the expert guidance of Torah scholars
and educators who are dedicated to the goal of channeling their
charges to the maximum of achievement both spiritually and
scholastically. As they are guided along the path of self-perfection,
they are introduced to the in-depth approaches of the various schools
of thought in each ‘sugya’-topic while acquiring a comprehensive
grasp of the material through extensive review. The students are
tested on the material, week in and week out, and undergo major
written and oral examinations at the end of each ‘zman’-session
administered by prominent guest Torah scholars, to their perennial
amazement at the boys’ outstanding achievements. In order to motive the
students to do their best, a special scholarship fund, “Chazon Nachum”,
has been established, in memory of R’ Nachum Brecher zal, late president
of the Vizhnitz Kehilla, by his son, R’ Yitzchak Brecher.

Living up to the high expectations commensurate to elite students
basking in the aura of the Admor shlita, these boys truly grow and flourish
to well-rounded perfection in Torah scholarship and avodas Hashem
on the one hand, and a well balanced, sensitive peer relationship.
They pray with fervor; they study Chassidus and Mussar and
keep Thursday all-night sessions — all with a genuine desire
to absorb the maximum from the wellsprings of the Rebbe
shlita. Their personalites become steeped with all the worthy
characteristics and practices of the best Vizhnitz tradition. They
become noble examples of the perfect Vizhnitz model yeshiva
talmid that does credit to their education. With all the effort that
is invested in them and that they invest in themselves — it is
small wonder that they exemplify our Sages’ saying: “If you toil
and find — believe it!” Having completed the full curriculum over
all the years of study, at graduation a student is tested upon
the entire material and is able to proudly show that he has thoroughly
mastered some five hundred pages of gemaral!
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“IMREI CHAIM”
Day School Level (Cheder)

When Vizhnitzer chassidim went to receive the Admor ‘Damesek
Eliezer’ z.y.a. upon his visit to Eretz Yisrael and informed him that they
were honored to confer upon him the presidency of the yeshiva ketana
they had recently established, he said, “I would be even happier if you
had established a kindergarten.” What he meant to say was
that according to Vizhnitzer chassidus, education begins from the
bottom, at the very foundation. And that is, truly, where the
unique training and education of Vizhnitz commences, at the
ground level, when the pure and tender young sheep learn their
‘kometz alef. Step by step, they are taught love for Torah, yiras
shomayim and all the other vital aspects of being a devoted Jew,
as handed down throughout the generations in the special Vizhnitzer
tradition.

Education begun at the primary level bears glorious fruit. The
students in the higher grades of our ‘cheder’ have been favorably
compared to regular yeshiva students. These boys are already
fluent in one hundred pages of gemara ‘inside out, to the
amazement of guest Torah leaders who come to test them
periodically. They cannot hide their wonder, and have repeatedly
expressed their praise outright in letters received by the school’s
administration.

The Admor shlita himself pinpointed the secret of the school’s
success: “One can tell at a glance that the students are the blessed
products of Torah studied in purity and sanctity, in utter devotion to
the Creator. That is why they have earned special heavenly assistance,
sa’ayata dishmaya, which is the condition mentioned in the gemara.
Their scholastic achievements is parallel to the kedusha with which they
study!”
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