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"rescue us from our pursuers, and release our soul from
confinement" (Tehillim 142:8). May we be zocheh to live
to see the geulah sheleimah, and to go to up Tzion with a
glad song, with the coming of Mashiach Tzidkeinu,
speedily in our days, Amein.
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opened wide the gates of Heaven and awakened
Hashem's mercy, keeping us alive."

With eyes overflowing with tears, we thanked
Hashem. Turning to the jubilant crowd I said:

"Rabboisai! Let us all say Shema Yisrael with fervor
and kavanah. Let us wholeheartedly accept Hashem's
absolute sovereignty. Until today, standing at the
threshold of death, we were in no condition to accept
G-d's rule. But now, being liberated, by the grace of
G-d, we can accept His sovereignty with total
dedication."

Remember, the verse, "All my limbs will say,
'Hashem, who is like You?" (Tehillim 39:10), applies to
the present moment. Finding all of our limbs intact
after the countless beatings and the torment we
suffered, we recognize the Hand of G-d who saved us
from our enemies. Loudly we proclaim: "All my limbs
will say" - the fact that all our limbs are whole and
unbroken, cries out, "Hashem, who is like You!"

In closing, I want to mention the great kindness of
Hashem Yisbarach, for after the liberation we learned
how we were saved from certain death. The reason why
the Germans moved us from place to place until the final
Shabbos was because they were unable to carry out their
plan of bringing us to the extermination camp in order to
be killed and burned. The railroad tracks were uprooted,
and the bridges destroyed. Hashem had foiled their evil
plans to grant us life and joy.
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the tallis was incinerated by that evil kapo, the segulah
helped in two ways: saving our lives while punishing
the kapo Willy at the same time. I thank Hashem for
his abundant kindness.

©8  BGrass and Herbs for Food

We were left on the train without food or drink.
Tormented with hunger, we lived on grass and herbs
that we gathered in the fields; the foliage took the place
of bread. I could not help thinking of Adam's curse, "[The
earth] will bring forth thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat
the grass of the field (Bereishis 3:18). For the first time in my
life, I realized the nutritious and medicinal value of herbs
and grasses. Amazingly, the grass stilled our hunger
somewhat and kept us alive until we received more
substantial food.

6  Yiberation

It was Wednesday afternoon. Suddenly we saw the
SS guards running away, leaving us to go as we pleased.
No doubt, the American forces had to be close by and
about to enter the camp. Within less than an hour, the
first American tank rolled into the camp. Pandemonium
broke loose; we embraced and hugged each other.
Cheering loudly, the men picked me up and carried me
on their shoulders.

"Rabbi, you were the one to help us survive! Your
encouragement, your Tehillim in the worst of times
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.. Hashem will guard your departure and arrival," we felt as if
David Hamelech had us in mind when writing these
words, in order to encourage and hearten us in our
dreadful condition.

1 i
¢ 5
Z During all of my days in the concentration camps, z
% I carried with me a small Sefer Tehillim with the %
© commentary of my ancestor the saintly Rabbi Moshe &
Z Teitelbaum of Ujhel, better known as the Yismach Moshe. z
% It was a source of solace and hope during the most %
© harrowing times. Even while being crammed in that g
Z cattle wagon, we found comfort in the inspired words of Z
©  David Hamelech. Only very few of the people in our camp @
é believed in the power of Tehillim to bring about rescue g
Z and redemption. Sad to say, most of the men in our z
© wagon made fun of our saying Tehillim and our faith in @
é Hashem. %
z However, the miracle that happened to us on Z
% that cattle car convinced many people of the truth and %
© the power inherent in Tehillim. In fact several g
Z unobservant Jews who, until now, had ridiculed our z
©  saying Tehillim asked me to continue singing, saying, 9
é "we see the terrible calamity that befell the kapo as his g
Z punishment for burning your tallis. We now firmly Z
© believe that we will be liberated from the hated @
% Germans." g
Z By adjusting my head slightly from one shoulder Z
% to another enough space was created for the shrapnel %
© o pass, striking the kapo sleeping on his bench. This g
miracle proved to me the effectiveness of the segulah
(protective power) of my ancestor's tallis. Even after
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palace and told him, "Let me explain to you the verse,
'Behold, He neither slumbers nor sleeps, the Guardian of Israel.'
This is what it means: G-d keeps others from sleeping,
and thereby guards and saves His people Israel." He then
told Rabbi Shimshon about what he had seen during his

own sleepless night.

In that same vein the Guardian of Yisrael caused
my son's shoulder to hurt. I had fallen asleep on his
shoulder many, many times, and he had never woken me
before; he was always mindful of my health and comfort.
Now, suddenly he experienced such pain that he was
forced to wake me up. This was truly a sign from heaven,
showing that the Guardian of Yisrael neither slumbers
nor sleeps.

In connection with this, I would like to tell you
about the tremendous impact this verse and the
recitation of Tehillim made on the other prisoners,
especially during our last six months of captivity; we
were imprisoned in a labor camp in the city of
Braunschweig to the north of Germany. Early every
morning, we had to march several miles from our camp
to our labor site, returning again at night. On the way,
the German guards would mercilessly beat any prisoner
who fell out of step.

While marching, I used to sing quietly with
Zalman Leib, the moving psalm, "Essa einai el heharim"
(Tehillim 121) to the melody composed by my uncle, the
saintly Bobover Rebbe, Rav Benzion Halberstam H'yd.
When singing the words, "My help is from Hashem . . .
Behold, He neither slumbers nor sleeps, the Guardian of Yisrael .
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deadly course, the shrapnel whizzed on, striking kapo
Willy on his bench, slicing off both of his hands.
Howling at the top of his voice, he begged for help. But
the people jeered, "Nu, now you don't have hands any
more to tear up and burn a tallis!"

"Please, please, help me, save me!" he screamed in
agony. Turning to me he wailed, "Rabbi, please forgive
me! Pray for me that G-d should spare my life!"

8  The Buardian of Visrael
Peitber Slumbers nor Sleeps

In His mysterious way, Hashem takes things that
seem to be painful and turns them into instruments of
blessing. And so, being awakened by Zalman Leib, which
at first annoyed me, turned out to be the channel
through which Hashem rescued both of us.

This miracle brought to mind a story relating to
the verse, "Behold, He neither slumbers nor sleeps, the
Guardian of Yisrael" (Tehillim 121:4).

One night the Austrian emperor, unable to fall
asleep, dressed up as a commoner and went walking
down the streets of Vienna. There he noticed two men
carrying a corpse, which they dumped in the cellar of
Rabbi Shimshon of Vienna's house. Obviously, they
planned to accuse him of murdering a Christian child,

and launch a pogrom against the Jews of Vienna. The
next morning, the emperor invited the Rabbi to the
O 35 Ao
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broke into a fit of hysterical weeping. My son, Zalman
Leib, tried to put me at ease.

"Look," he said soothingly, "the fifteen hundred
Yidden here have not worn a tallis katan since the day
they arrived in Auschwitz. Why be upset? Hashem,
who has helped us until now, will spread His wings
over us and release us from distress in a short time."

We were marched to a railroad platform and
loaded into cattle cars; we stood pressed up against
each other, without food or water, in the stifling heat.
We were hoping that the Americans would arrive
before the Germans could harm us. Sleep would bring
relief, and the only way we could sleep was by resting
our heads on the shoulder of the fellow next to us.
Resting my head on Zalman Leib's shoulder, I
managed to doze off. Willy, the kapo, was sleeping
soundly; stretched out on a wooden bench he had
placed in the middle of the wagon. Before long,
Zalman Leib woke me.

"Tatte," he moaned, "my shoulder hurts so badly; I
can't take the pain. Could you please lean your head on
the other fellow's shoulder?" For a moment I was upset
at being awakened, but I quickly changed position
leaning my head on the other fellow's shoulder.

Suddenly, we heard a deafening roar. Bombs came
crashing down all around us. The American flyers
obviously thought that they were hittinga German troop
transport. A piece of shrapnel came hurtling between
Zalman Leib’s shoulder and myself, precisely where I
had been resting my head seconds earlier. Following its
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I was transferred to a labor camp that held
fifteen hundred Jewish prisoners, where I was put to
work. A few weeks before our liberation by the
American forces, the Germans evacuated the camp,
and began moving us around to prevent us from being
set free by the Americans. On the Shabbos before our
liberation we could clearly hear the sound of the
explosions of the American artillery shells. Happily, we
realized that the Americans were approaching; our
camp-liberation was at hand! Suddenly, an order was
given for us to line up. "You will be taken to a different
location!"

"This is it," we thought, fearing the worst. "They
are going to finish us off before the Americans can find

us.

Whenever we were shipped to a new camp, the
kapos would search the prisoners for things to steal,
taking shoes, clothes, or hidden valuables. Willy, the
kapo in charge of our barrack frisked every inmate,
hoping to find something worthwhile. When it was my
turn, all he found was my tallis katan with the tzitzis.
Angry at the paltry haul, he tore up the tallis katan and
threw the pieces into the burning stove.

My heartache at losing my tallis katan, my symbol
of G-d’s protection, is difficult to describe. I could not
come to terms with the fact that my precious tallis
katan was no more. Feeling utterly defenseless and
vulnerable at this critical point in time, I suddenly
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we must still realize that just because we, shortsighted
humans, cannot grasp G-d's management of the world,
that does not diminish His supremacy."

I concluded with an insight I heard from my
father z'tl, H'yd: The reason why the Rav of Yaroslav
had lived a long life was because he never questioned
G-d's ways; he accepted any adversity he encountered
with love. He used to say, "I am afraid that G-d will
tell me, 'If you question my ways, come up to heaven,
and from that vantage point you will see that
everything is proper and equitable." Since I had no
desire to go to heaven yet, I never called G-d’s actions
into question."

Summing up my answer, I said, "My advice to
you is this: Don't ask questions about the way that G-d
is handling the affairs of the world. If you do, you may
be called to heaven for the answer. I know that you
too, are hoping to be set free one day and to start a new
life. So I suggest that you not challenge G-d’s ways,
unless you would like to join him sooner than
expected.”

Thank G-d my words impressed the kapo.

"You're a smart Jew," he said with a smile. "Ok, I'll
let you go. And from now on you can come to my
barrack, and pick up a good meal on top of the meager
meal they serve you."

That is how Hashem rescued me from certain
death. I give thanks to Hashem for He is good and His
kindness endures forever.
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suffer tortures the likes of which no son of man has
ever been made to bear. This I know is sure: There is
no judge and there is no justice in this world!”

I was lying on the ground, an inanimate stone,
deep in melancholy and my spirits low — pained and
bruised so badly that blood was oozing from every part of
my body. I lay in this condition until the kapo
commanded me to stand up and give him a good answer
to his tirade. He wanted to know why I still believed in
G-d. I knew he would not hesitate to kill me, if he was
dissatisfied with my answer.

"Let me explain it to you with a parable," I said
with a rasping voice. "A renowned surgeon was called
in to perform an operation on a gravely ill, high
ranking officer. To remove the life-threatening
obstruction, he made a deep incision and cut out large
chunks of diseased tissue. Now, if a simple
shoemaker was to watch the surgery he would be
horrified, and think: 'this butcher is piercing and
cutting up the poor officer for no good reason. When
I repair shoes, I certainly don't cut up the beautiful
soft top leather!"

“I ask you, Foenix, do you think the surgeon will
change the necessary procedure because of the
criticism of the ignorant shoemaker? No, he would
definitely take all the steps that are necessary to save
the patient's life."

I continued, "The same can be said about G-d.

We don't understand His ways. We cannot fathom why
He cuts up the noblest part of the Jewish people. Yet
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sentence for his crimes, was in charge of monitoring
that none of the prisoners dressed in more than one
article of clothing. When he noticed my bulging
prisoners' uniform, he called me over. It did not take
long for him to find the tallis katan. Outraged, he
demanded to know what this strange-fringed garment
was.

Because I did not want him to think that I had
stolen the tallis, I timidly replied, "Es ist ein Gotteskleid. It
is a religious garment I brought with me from home."

He immediately began to rain murderous blows
upon my head and body, accompanied by vile curses.

“Come with me to my room,” he commanded,
“and there I will teach you a few things about G-d!”

When I heard his frightening words my hair
stood on end; everyone knew the meaning of that
‘invitation” when it came from this chief of oppressors.
Its meaning was certain death at his heavy hand via
vicious, unmerciful blows. But, alas, what was I to do?
I was constrained to follow him to his room; there he
began anew his savage beating. Filled with vicious,
sanguine anger, he shouted these words at me:

“Swine! You still speak of Gotteskleid at a time
when you see with your own eyes, daily, the
obliteration of your family and your nation — with
every type of mean and unnatural death imaginable?
Under such conditions you are still able to mention
the name of G-d and believe in him and his control of
the world? Why doesn’t He stop the Nazis from
exterminating your people from this world? They
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stricken from the memory of man.

Now, when we were taken to Auschwitz, they
confiscated all of our worldly possessions. I had to, by
force, be separated from my beloved tallis and its
attorah, much to the distress of my breaking heart and
soul. As soon as I was put to work, I took pains to find
out the location of the warehouse where the
confiscated clothes and valuables were stored. I
succeeded at having myself assigned to the work detail
that handled the sorting of articles and their shipment
to Germany. One day, rummaging through a pile of
stolen Jewish property, I came upon my tallis, and with
great difficulty I managed to smuggle it into my
barracks.

Under the camp conditions, with the kapoks
watching every move one made, there was no way I
could wear a full-size tallis. SoI cut it up, turningitintoa
tallis katan (a small tallis worn under one's clothes). I wore
this tallis katan every day until a few days before the
American forces liberated me.

But wearing the tallis katan was not without danger;
the striped pajamas prisoners' uniform I wore tended to
bulge when I wore the tallis katan. This made it obvious
that I was wearing a prohibited undergarment. If I were
caught, I would have taken the chance of being
murderously beaten to my last breath.

And so one day, as I was leaving the bathhouse,
the chief of the kapos named Foenix, stopped me.
Foenix, a German communist who was serving a life
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Only with the help of G-d did a miracle happened
to save these young men. The next day, early in the
morning, a transport of several hundred men was
scheduled to leave for a labor camp inside Germany.
Somehow, most of these boys were put on that transport.
The few boys that remained in Auschwitz blended in
with people of the other barracks, so that they could not
be traced. As it turned out, all fifty boys escaped the
death chamber and remained alive. Their niggunim
awakened Heavenly mercy, making them worthy of a
miraculous rescue.

<06  The Btarab of the
Sigbeter Rav’s Yallis

I feel a moral obligation to make known the
miracle that happened to me in the last week before the
end of the war.

Attached to my tallis was the atarah (ornamental
edging) of my saintly ancestor, the Sighter Rav, author
of the sefer Yetev Lev. This tallis, which I received as a
gift from my (first) father-in-law, the Rav of Limanov,
was very dear to my heart. At the time when the
murderers transported me and my entire family from
our home to Auschwitz, I took that tallis with me. My
heart was certain that it would serve as a segulah; as
long as I wore it I would be guarded from distress and
trouble. Therefore, I spared no toil or effort during
this time of world destruction to try to envelope
myself in this tallis in order to be saved from the
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canisters of poison gas did not know what to make of this
display of elation. Their fury was mixed with
astonishment and admiration for the heroism that the
boys displayed; they were dancing and singing in the face
of death. Beside himself with anger, the despicable SS
officer in charge asked the boys, "What is the meaning of
this nonsense?"

The boys replied, "We know that we will be dead
in a few minutes. That is why we are so happy. We
cannot wait to leave this miserable world that is ruled by
dogs like you. Getting rid of loathsome creatures like you
is the source of our greatest joy. On top of that we are
Jumping for joy because we are about to be reunited with
our parents and relatives whom you tortured and
murdered."

The German was about to explode. His face
flushed, eyes bulging, he shouted at the top of his voice,

"I'm going to teach you a lesson! You think you'll
die quickly? I'll make you suffer and suffer until you
beg to be put out of your misery. I'll have you locked
up in a special barrack where you'll be tortured and
torn limb from limb for days on end until you suffer a
slow death!"

Unimpressed by his ranting and raving, the boys
continued dancing with burning fervor; they laughed
contemptuously at the German, who finally realized that
they were not afraid of him. Exasperated, he forced them
outside and sent them back into the camp. He locked
them up in a secluded barrack where they were to be
tortured.
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All of this shows the supreme mesiras nefesh of
Yidden in order to fulfill the mitzvos, even under the
direst conditions.

&6 Rescue of Fifty Young Hen

i
i
Q
At this point, let me relate for the future g
generations a most awe-inspiring event. This is what z
happened. %
It was the night of Simchas Torah; the murderous @
Germans picked fifty young boys from the camp, and Z
took them to the gas chamber equipped with fake %
showerheads attached to the ceiling. The murdererstold g
the boys that they were in a shower room in order to Z
clean and freshen up. The boys were aware of what %
awaited them and were not fooled. They knew that @G
within minutes their lives would be snuffed out. z
Q

%

i

i

i

1

i

Q

With indomitable spirit, one of the boys exclaimed,
"Listen fellows, tonight is Simchas Torah. True, we don't
have a sefer Torah to dance with, but the Ribbono shel Olam
is with us right here, so let's dance with Him before they

gas us."

Standing in the gas chamber they formed a circle
and began dancing to the popular niggunim of: "Ashreinu
mah tov chelkeinu - We are fortunate - how good is our
portion, how pleasant our lot, and how beautiful our
heritage," and "Vetaheir libbeinu - Purify our heart to serve
You sincerely."
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The sound of their ecstatic voices could be heard
outside. The guards who were ready to insert the
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minim could be secured, then there still remained the
problem of how to shake the lulav without the SS-
guards noticing. With G-d’s help I managed to come
by a lulav and esrog from the previous year that was
brought in by the Yidden from Lodz who arrived in
Auschwitz at that time. The two aravos (willow twigs) I
cut from a willow tree at the bank of the river that
flowed by the camp. I had at least three of the four
Species. I secretly passed the lulav bundle around to
the other Yidden, who were overjoyed at being able to
fulfill this mitzvah in the depth of the Gehenim that
was Auschwitz.

It should be noted that according to Teshuvos
Maharik 41:3 (Rabbi Yosef Colon), if one of the four
species is missing, one may say the berachah over the
three he has.

I was even able to fulfill the mitzvah of sukkah.
I asked the Yidden working in a corner of the
carpentry shop for some boards which I fashioned
into a make shift sukkah; I used some branches and
leaves for s'chach. Sitting in that sukkah was very
dangerous, because the SS guards were patrolling
regularly to ensure that Jews were working at top
speed. If they found me eating in a shack made of
appropriated boards, they would surely beat me to
death. Indeed, one day they caught my son Zalman
Leib eating in that very sukkah. The brutal scourging
he received left him bleeding from his head and his
entire body. It was an utter miracle that he survived
the thrashing.
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counted 22,000 children. He locked them up, placed
guards over them, and said: "Tomorrow, first I'll kill all
these children, and then I'll hang Mordechai." The
children's mothers brought them bread and water and
told them: "Children, eat and drink before you die
tomorrow, so that you will not die in hunger."

The children responded by placing their hands on
their holy books, swearing: "By the life of our Rebbi
Mordechai, we will neither eat nor drink. We want to die
fasting!"

Recalling the events of that woeful Rosh
Hashanah, I cannot help but admire the courage and
strength of those young boys in sanctifying G-d’s name.
It truly was a reenactment of the Akeidas Yitzchak that
happened on that day. The self-sacrifice evident in
Avraham Avinu's willingness to offer up his only son,
was re-awakened in the readiness of these boys to give up
their lives ‘al kiddush Hashem’ in such a lofty and sublime
manner.

8  Sukkos in Buschwitz

It goes without saying that fulfilling the mitzvos
connected with Sukkos in Auschwitz was unthinkable.
Any attempt at religious observance carried with it the
death sentence. And so doing the mitzvah of lulav, in
spite of mortal danger, demanded an extraordinary
degree of self-sacrifice. The problem was two-fold:
First, the problem of obtaining the "four species" at the
death-camp. Second, if, by some miracle, the arba
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the worst. For the sake of Hashem, my brothers, let us
not forget in our last moments to cry out Shema Yisrael
with sincere devotion."

With heart-rending voices and burning passion
they cried out "Shema Yisrael!" Then another boy stepped
forward and said: "We are not going to give the Rebbe a
yasher koach for his great mesiras nefesh in providing us
with our last mitzvah, that of fekias shofar. But all of us
bless you that in this merit, Hashem Yisbarach will help
that the Rebbe will merit leaving this place alive and
well." All the boys answered in thundering unison,
"Amein!"

As I was leaving, a few boys came up and asked me
if I could get them a morsel of bread so that they could
also fulfill the mitzvah of seudas Rosh Hashanah during
their last moments. From the time they had been locked
up, a full twenty-four hours, they had not tasted any food
or drink; they were aware that, according to Halachah,
one was forbidden to fast on Rosh Hashanah. To my great
sorrow, there was no way I could fulfill their wishes and
re-enter the barrack. That bitter day was a fast day for
them. From the midst of that fast day they were taken to
the crematorium. May the Almighty speedily avenge
their blood.

It is interesting to note that in Midrash Rabbah Ester
9:4 we find a startling precedent for the sacrifice of these
1400 children:

Having set up the gallows, Haman found

Mordechai in the beis midrash surrounded by crying
children, wearing sackcloth and learning Torah. Haman
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That is why it says, "I raise my eyes to the mountains."
My accursed enemies, who besiege me like huge
mountains, close in on me from every side. "From where
will my help come?" My help hinges on seconds. The
answer 1s: "My help is from Hashem, Maker of heaven and
earth." 1 trust that He, who created the world in an
instant, will send His salvation from His holy Sanctuary.
I went on quoting the commentary of my ancestor,
the saintly Rebbe of Ujhel, on the verse, "Trust in him at
every moment, O people! Pour out your hearts before Him, G-d
is a refuge for us, Selah!" (Tehillim 62:9). Chazal derive from
the phrase "at every moment" that even after the heavenly
verdict has been sealed, if Yisrael cries out to Hashem,
their prayers are answered. The phrase, "O people . . ."
implies: You are the kind of nation, who, if you pour out
your heart before Him, G-d (Elokim, which denotes the
attribute of strict Justice) will respond to your prayers.

8 PFinal Words

I cannot hold back the words. I tell this story so
that future generations will know the great mesiras nefesh
and the fervently holy words that I heard from these
young boys shortly before they were taken to the ovens.

After the blowing of the shofar, as I was about to
leave, one boy stood before me and cried out in great
anguish: "Dearest of friends, the Rabbi has strengthened
us by telling us that even when a sharp sword is upon
our throats we should not despair of mercy. But I say to
you, we can hope for the best, but we must prepare for
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to speak, I was unable to move my lips or force my
tongue to speak. In addition, I was afraid of the delay. It
was getting late, the sun was setting, and the SS men
could arrive at any moment.

But the boys would not let me continue, and at last
I relented. I spoke words of derush, focusing on the verse,
Bakeseh leyom chageinu, explaining that truly Hashem's
design and purpose for the holocaust was, at this
moment, hidden and concealed from us. But we are not
to despair, for the Gemara in Berachos 10a says: Even if a
sharp sword rests on one's throat, he should not refrain
from praying for mercy.

Then I explained the verse, "I raise my eyes to the
mountains, whence will come my help? My help is from
Hashem, Maker of heaven and earth" (Tehillim 121:1). Why
does Hashem have to be identified as "Maker of heaven
and earth? = Why must we raise our eyes to the
mountains?

I explained to the children that there are times
when a person is besieged on all sides. Although he
firmly believes that the enemies of Klal Yisrael will be
defeated, this does not help him in his present
predicament. He knows that his life is hanging by a
thread. Dovid Hamelech tries to reassure him by
reminding him to trust in Hashem who created heaven
and earth in a split-second, as it says, "By the word of
Hashem the heavens were made" (Tehillim 33:6). Just as, G-d
created the world in a split second, so too, he can save a
human being even if the sharp edge of the sword is
resting on his throat.
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our very eyes that every single day they killed and burned
hundreds and thousands of people. We watched people
simply drop dead of exhaustion due to intense labor.
And the dead lay at our feet like sheaves of wheat after
the harvest. We saw no value in human life anymore.
This was the crux of my argument for going into the
boys. Irisked my life only because I knew that, in truth,
my life had very little value. Let it be known that this
lengthy explanation had no basis in Halachah.

B8 My Sermon Before
Blowing the Shofar

There is not a writer or poet in the entire world
who can portray my feelings as I entered the sealed
barracks. It was only due to the miracle of G-d that my
heart did not burst in anguish when I saw before me
the bitter sea of tear-stung eyes. All of the children
were screaming and crying terribly with burning tears
and raised voices that ascended up to the heart of
heaven. And they all pressed forward to kiss my hand,
my clothing, and any place that they could touch me.
They cried out these simple, but heart wrenching
words:

"Rebbe, Rebbe! Oh! Mercy, have mercy!"

Many of them I knew; they had been my students
or my congregants. When I began reciting the verse Min
Hameitzar, "From the straits did I call upon G-d," they
interrupted and begged me to say a few words before the
shofar service. Too agitated by their overwhelming sorrow
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"Haven't you blown the shofar twenty times
already? Isn't that enough?" he argued. Listening to his
heartfelt plea, I realized that he was right. On the other
hand, the cries of those children tugged at my soul.
Overcome with pity, I thought that perhaps this great
mitzvah would protect them at this critical time.
Hearing their cries, other people implored me to go in
and blow the shofar for them, assuring me that due to
the merit of the great mitzvah I would come out
unscathed.

i
4
1
i
1

i Q
I decided that, come what may, I could not turn Z

the boys down. I started haggling with the kapos who @
stubbornly refused to allow me into the barracks. At last, g
in exchange for a sizable sum of money that was raised z
on the spot, they gave in. They warned me to listen for @
the sound of the bell at the main gate, for that was the g
signal that the Nazis were entering the campgrounds. Z
I agreed to their stipulations and entered the %
barracks. I stationed my son, Zalman Leib, outside to ©)
keep an eye on the road and to let me know immediately E
if he saw the SS officers approaching the main gate. Itold @
them to interrupt me even if I was in middle of blowing g
the shofar. z
To tell the truth, I must admit that my decision %

did not go according to Halachah. Iknew full well that &G
endangering one's life for the sake of blowing the shofar is i
forbidden. But my decision at that moment was based %
solely on the fact that my life had little value at that time. g
Because, who was it that was able to know in Auschwitz
how many days he had left to live? We had seen with
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HaKadosh's interpretation of the shofar sounds. Tekiah -
the Jewish communities that once were straight and
unbroken have turned into shevarim teruah - shattered
ruins. The tekiah sound at the end symbolizes our hopes
and prayers to Hashem that we merit a speedy
redemption.

<&  Blowing the Shofar
for the Doomed Boys

When the fourteen hundred boys in the isolated
barrack found out that I had a shofar, they pleaded that I
come to the barrack to blow the shofar for them. They
wanted to have the merit of this precious mitzvah during
their last moments before they were burned al kiddush
Hashem.

I did not know what to do. Entering the barracks
was extremely dangerous, for the Germans could show
up at any moment. IfTwere found among the boys there
was no doubt that I, too, would be taken to the gas
chamber. The kapos would never allow me to escape. I
stood there, weighing my decision, dubious as to
whether I was permitted to risk my life to blow the shofar
for the boys.

"Rebbe, Rebbe," they cried, "for Hashem's sake
have pity on us and grant us the merit of hearing the
shofar in our final hour." My own doubts were reinforced
by my son, Zalman Leib, who was with me and begged
me not to put my life at risk.
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The transport that left on that Rosh Hashanah is
memorable for another reason. Because of the immense
charity of G-D, miracle of miracles, I was able to
smuggle a shofar into the camp. On Rosh Hashanah, I
went from barrack to barrack in order to sound the
shofar blasts. This was fraught with great danger; if T had
been caught by the kapos, it would have cost me my life.

But through Hashem's great mercy, I merited the ability
to blow the full one hundred shofar blasts about twenty
times that day. The sound of the shofar uplifted the
broken spirits of the inmates; at the very least, they
possessed the knowledge that they had the merit to fulfill
the mitzvah of tekias shofar.

evening had not heard the sounding of the shofar. They
were lined up at the main gate, ready to be taken to the
freight train, when I walked up to them with Rabbi
Menachem at my side. When I told them that I had a
shofar, their faces lit up.

"Please, Rabbi, quickly blow the shofar for us. Give
us the opportunity to do the mitzvah before we board the
train for who knows where," they begged.

The sobs that rose from the crowd upon hearing
the shofar are still ringing in my ears - especially the
quivering, plaintive voice of the makri, my good friend
Reb Yehoshua Fleischman of Debrecin H''d, crying
"tekiah, teruah, tekiah." Too moved to concentrate properly
on blowing the shofar, 1 experienced the Shaloh

©
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% But the one thousand men being shipped out that
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agreed to set him free without abducting a substitute;
they insisted, however,that he shave his beard before
leaving the barrack. Signaling Rabbi Menachem through
a window, I explained the situation to him. I told him
that in my opinion, in order to save his life, he was surely
permitted to shave even on Rosh Hashanah. He agreed,
adding, "It says that even Yosef shaved before appearing
before Pharaoh, (Bereishis 41:14), and the Gemara in Rosh
Hashanah 10b says that this took place on Rosh
Hashanah. I certainly don't have to be more pious than
Yosef, so I am perfectly willing to shave."

I quickly went around the camp to collect the
ransom money from friends and acquaintances of Rabbi
Menachem. With G-d's help, I bought his freedom and
arranged to have him put on the transport. Within a few
hours of his release he left Auschwitz.
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Menachem refused to shave during the days of Selichos.
By Rosh Hashanah white stubble was evident on his face.
During roll call the SS corporal noticed the infraction
and flew into a rage. Shouting a string of curses, he
grabbed the Rabbi, dragged him to the isolated barrack,
and threw him among the boys. And so it seemed that
Rabbi Menachem would be taken to the gas chamber
that evening. However, there was some hope of his
rescue because he was not included in the head-count of
the children that were to be delivered to the SS.
Therefore, he could be ransomed without the kapos
having to find a replacement. I started to negotiate with
the kapos, but they were afraid that Rabbi Menachem
would be spotted and recognized in the camp with his
beard by the SS officer who had arrested him. They did
not want to be blamed for letting him go.

Since Auschwitz served as a reservoir for slave
labor, every so often transports of thousands of people
were sent in freight trains to labor camps or factories
throughout Germany. One such transport was scheduled
to leave Auschwitz on that Rosh Hashanah day. Iwent in
search of a person scheduled to leave on that slave labor
transport who would be willing to trade places with
Rabbi Menachem. That way, Rabbi Menachem would
leave Aushwitz on the freight train and avoid the SS.

When I found a person willing to make the switch,
I urged the kapos guarding the closed-oft barrack to let
the Rabbi go. I explained that I had arranged to have him
leave the camp on this very day. In the end, after much
pleading, and agreeing to a hefty sum of money, they
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and me. Moishele is a talmid chacham who learns
diligently, and some day the world will benefit from
him. Look at me, I am a worthless ignoramus. My
parents, brothers, and sisters were all sent to the left
side, their bodies burned in the furnace, and I am left
alone here in this world. Why should I have survived?
What good am I living in this world? If I could do one
worthwhile thing by giving my life, which is as
worthless as a penny, to save Moishele, whose life is
valuable to the world, then why shouldn't I be happy
and eager to do it?"

I stood there, overwhelmed; I felt that my heart
would burst in anguish if T heard more of this Akiva’s
lamentations. I forcefully made it clear to him that
under no circumstances was I going to allow him to
carry out his plan. Realizing that continued pleading
was futile, he went away, doleful and dejected.

Dear friends, reflect for a moment on this
tragedy and think about how this young boy's heartfelt
plea is received in Heaven. Without a doubt, at that
moment he reached the lofty heights of the saintly
tzaddikim of earlier generations and earned a share in
the World to Come.

o8 Rescue of a Great Rabbi

My friend Rabbi Menachem Mendel Karader of
Mishkoltz was with me in Aushwitz. Although the
prisoners were required to shave every day, Rabbi
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the ransom to be paid for him under such dire

circumstances," I replied with a heavy heart.

"But I have a solution to the problem."

"And what would that be?"

"Very simple. I'm going to take his place. And I'll
be happy to give my life, like a sacrifice, to save him."

"I am not going to allow you do that," I shouted
angrily, "absolutelly not! The Gemara (Bava Metzia 62a)
expressly says that, Your own life takes precedence over
your friend's life, and therefore you may not endanger
your own life."

1
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Z Without saying a word, he turned and left.
% Minutes later, he returned.

© Speaking in a low voice he said, "Rebbi, I just
i cannot bear the thought of Moishele being incinerated
© . . . 2

Z while I, a mediocre fellow, will continue to walk among
© the living."

% “Rebbe,” he continued, his eyes flashing, “even
Z without a definite heter from the Rebbi, I am going to
© take his place. But please, Rebbe, promise one thing to
% me; promise that I will not be considered a suicide, for
Z then I will have no share in the World to Come."

5
v

5

©

"I cannot promise that," I said sternly. "Giving up
your life is not something you are required to do; in fact,
it is highly doubtful that you are allowed to do it at all. In
Heaven, it makes no difference whether he is killed or
you are."
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"But Rebbe," he moaned with a tear-choked
voice, "there is a very big difference between Moishele
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NG B Yeshivab Bacbur’s Plea

Let me tell you about a similar event that happened
on that same tragic erev Rosh Hashanah. It is an incident
that will forever remain engraved in my heart.

Among the boys locked up in the secluded
barracks, waiting for the bitter end to arrive, was a
favorite student of mine by the name of Moshe
Rosenberg from Shalgatarian (Hungary). A devout and
accomplished Torah scholar, he served as a tutor for the
younger students of the Veitzen Yeshivah. He was close
to twenty years old, but because he was not tall enough
to reach the cross-bar he was doomed to die in the gas
chamber.

son of my friend Rabbi Baruch Mann from Veitzen,
approached me.

"Rebbe, what is going to happen to Moishele
(Moshe Rosenberg)?" he asked, deeply perturbed.

"You know what will happen," I replied with
resignation. "How can he possibly be saved!"

"But Rebbi," he insisted. "How can we sit still and
do nothing, when Moishele’s life is at stake?"

"Well, can you think of a way to save him?" I asked.

"Yes, Rebbi, there is a way," he answered
resolutely. "I have collected enough money to save him."

"But surely you know that his release will mean

the death of another boy. The tally has to be accurate.
How can anyone take on the responsibility of allowing
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you are not sure whether the Halachah permits it. For if
you had no qualms about permiting me to do it, you
would have told me so. I assume that your refusal to
commit one way or another can be interpreted as a
halachic ruling that I am not allowed to ransom my child.
I abide by that ruling, even though it means that my
only child will be burned in the fires of the crematorium.
I'will do nothing to redeem him, because that is what the
Torah ordains."

I begged him not to think of my words as a
ruling but rather to imagine that he had never asked
me the question in the first place. Sobbing profusely,
he repeated his heartbreaking words and kept his
promise to do nothing to ransom his son. All of that
Rosh Hashanah day he walked around expessing his
joy at having merited to sacrifice his only son to G-d.
Although he could have redeemed him, he did not; he
understood that the Torah does not sanction it. He
prayed that his sacrifice would be as sacred to G-d as
the Akeidah of Yitzchak, our forefather, which also
occurred on Rosh Hashanah.

And now beloved, think about the righteousness
of this simple Yid. I am convinced that his words made
a tremendous impact in the heavenly realm, and that
Hashem gathered all of the heavenly hosts and
ministering angels to announce proudly, "Look at what
a marvelous human being I have created in my world."
And so it says, "Yisrael in whom I take glory" (Yeshayah
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possibility existed, the father would be allowed to buy his
son's freedom.

Unfortunately, I knew from similar cases that
the kapos would first secure a replacement and then
release the ransomed individual. If they first released
the ransomed child and then were unable to seize a
substitute, there would be no guarentee that they
would have the correct head count. Therefore, I
could find no reason to allow the father to ransom his
son.

But the poor father begged me, crying bitterly:

"Rebbe,” he pleaded, “You must decide this
burning question for me while I still have a chance to
save my only son."

"My beloved Yid," I implored him, "Please don’t
ask me to decide on this question because I have no
seforim here in the camp to help me decide what is
right.”

But the Yid persisted. "Rebbe, does that mean that
you do not permit me to redeem my only child? If so, I
willingly accept, with love, your ruling."

"My dear friend," I countered, "I did not say that
I don't permit you to redeem your child. I cannot rule
either way. Do whatever you feel you ought to do, as if
you had never asked me at all.”

Seeing that I could not be swayed, he passionately
cried out, "I did what the Torah demands of me. I asked
a she'eilah of a rav, the only rav I could find. If you cannot
permit me outright to redeem my child, that tells me that
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"Rebbe," he said meekly, "my only son, my beloved
child, is in the barracks of the doomed boys. I have the
money to redeem him, but I know for a fact that the
kapos will grab another boy to replace my son. I am
asking you for a halachic ruling, plain and simple: Am I
allowed to buy my son's freedom? Please answer me, and
I shall do whatever you decide."

Overcome with trepidation, I listened to his
she'eilah (halachic query) regarding this life or death
question.

Soothingly, I replied, "How can you expect me to
rule on a question like this under the present
circumstances. Look, even during the days when the Beis
Hamikdash was standing, capital cases were decided by
the venerable judges of the Sanhedrin. You are asking me
for a ruling here in Auschwitz, where I have no sefer on
Halachah, no rabbis to confer with, and, to make things
worse, no sane reasoning."

Reflecting on the she'eilah, the following thoughts
crossed my mind: If the kapos would first release the
ransomed boy and then capture another boy as a
replacement, I could possibly argue in favor of letting the
father pay for his son's release. After all, the kapos are
Jews, and as such, are forbidden to seize a boy and cause
his death. In fact, murder is one of the three cardinal
sins for which one must give up his life rather than
transgress. In addition, one could not be absolutely sure
that the kapos would indeed snatch another boy; perhaps
at the last moment, their Jewish conscience would not
allow them to violate this grave prohibition. If such a
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they were guarding and had to hand over the exact number
of boys to the SS-men. If the count came up short, they
argued, they would pay for the discrepancy with their lives. &
Nevertheless, after a lengthy bargaining session, g
greed outweighed their fear, and the kapos agreed to free E
a boy for a sizable sum of money. To make up the count, %
they would grab another boy from the camp. )
Some of the prisoners of Auschwitz still had E
money, jewels, and gold coins hidden. Many of the %
fathers were ready to agree to the bargain without g
considering that another boy would go to his death in i
place of their ransomed son. The haggling over the price %
of the ransom went on the entire day of Rosh Hashanah. &
The kapos could take their time because they had no fear i
of being detected; the SS-men stayed at the main gate of %
Auschwitz and the camp Kommandant's orders were g
enforced by the Jewish kapos. Z
Q

%

i

1

i

L

i

Q

But there were many men of great reason who did
not want to redeem their son’s at the cost of another child’s
life. The eyes have never seen, the ears have never heard,
and the world will never forget this wonderous act of the
sancification of the name of G-D. Their dedication to the
ways of the Torah, even at a time of great pain and
suffering, was unparalled to anything I had ever witnessed.

o6 A Father's Plight
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On that fateful erev Rosh Hashanah, quite

unexpectedly, I was approached by an unassuming Yid
from Oberland.
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The boys realized immediately that those whose
head did not touch the cross-bar were slated to be sent to
the gas chamber. Scared to death, one boy walked on
tiptoe, trying to reach the cross-bar. Aware of what the
boy was trying to do, the SS guard swung his club,
striking the boy on the head. Bathed in blood, the poor
youngster fell to the ground, instantly killed by the fatal
blow. Others that tried to do the same, and survived the
beating, were taken straight to the gas chamber.

When the selection process ended, there were
fourteen hundred children left standing on the field.
They were marched to an isolated barrack which was
guarded by the kapos. They were left without food or
drink until the next day when they would be taken to the
gas chamber.

8  Bardaining with the Napos

The following day, the first day of Rosh Hashana,
a rumor ran throughout the camp that the boys were
going to be gassed that evening. Horrified fathers,
relatives, and friends of the captive boys paced the sealed
barracks all day, hoping against hope that somehow their
beloved child would be released before the fateful hour.

The kapos that were guarding the barracks turned a
deaf ear to the pleading of the fathers on behalf of their
sons. It should be pointed out that the majority of the kapos
were heartless and corrupt villains, the lowest of the low.
But in the present situation they had a legitimate excuse for
their ruthless behavior. They were responsible for the boys
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Memories of Days of Darkness

&6 1400 Youngsters
Bondemned to Death

On erev Rosh Hashanah the German guards
rounded up all the young boys of the Auschwitz
concentration camp. Bursting into the barracks, yelling
and screaming, they brought in the youngsters that had
been hiding there in hope of avoiding the terrible fate
awaiting them. Sixteen hundred terror-stricken boys,
under the age of eighteen, were herded to an empty field
behind the barracks. My fourteen year-old son Zalman
Leib, who was with me at the time, miraculously escaped
the round up.

Suddenly, a Nazi officer appeared on the scene.
Shouting, with a harsh voice, he ordered a pole with a
cross-bar on top to be erected. When the pole was in
place he barked his command:

“All children should pass, single file beneath the
cross-bar. If your head touches the cross-bar, go back to
your barracks. All others step aside; you will be taken to
a guarded barrack.

O 6 Udo
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afflictions. May he protect us from trouble and
oppression. May the cry of violence never again be heard
in our land, nor plunder and calamity in our borders.
Until the coming of Mashiach, speedily in our days.
Amein.

It is not my purpose to add to the numerous
diaries of the churban that have been written over the
decades. Countless reams of parchment have been
spent, and much ink has been poured to document the
atrocities and pain of the Nazi era. Each person has
written according to his individual soul, reason and
understanding. Historical documentation is not my
motive here, but rather Kiddush Hashem, the honor of
the holy name, dictates that I record these accounts
which I saw with my own eyes and not through the eyes
of others. I have chosen only a handfull of stories to tell;
these are indomitable faith and awe-inspiring heroisim,
that are engraved in my heart and mind.
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applying to the Churban, things we witnessed in the
extermination camp. I gave lectures on his commentary,
and his holy words gave us strength and fortitude to cope
with the horrors we had to face every day. We felt as
though the saintly Yismach Moshe himself were teaching
us, urging us not to give up hope, but to trust that
Hashem will redeem us very soon.

I want to take this opportunity to publicize several
examples of Kiddush Hashem, the sanctification of G-d's
name, events I witnessed personally in Auschwitz when
out brothers were led to the their execution. My purpose
is to let future generations know about the kedushah,
emunah, and heroism these Yidden displayed.

In order to separate Churban anecdotes from Torah
commentaries I created a special section which I called
Shaar Machmadim Zeir Zahav. The title comprises the
letters of my name, Hirsch, as well as the initials of the
names of my parents and the members of my family who
perished al kiddush Hashem. Their names are listed in the
Yizkor section of the sefer. The word machmadim alludes to
the kedoshim who were burned in the fires of the churban
as the Mishnah in Sanhedrin 52a says: "A wick was lit and
thrown into his mouth, so that it descended into his
body and burned (chomedes) his bowels." The word
chomedes hints at the killing of little children, as it says, "I
will slay the treasures of their womb (machmadei bitnam)
(Hoshea 9:16).

In conclusion, a word of hope: It say in Midrash
Tanchuma, Shemos: He who said "Enough!" to His world
[at the end of Creation], may He say "Enough!" to our
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about two hundred of my responsa which I wrote to
students and friends, most of whom perished in the
Churban. Im yirtzeh Hashem, in the near future I hope to
publish the sefer Binyan Tzvi, vol. 2, comprising most of
these responsa, in memory of these kedoshim.

Following in the footsteps of the great rabbis of
past generations, I will enhance my introduction by
including some anecdotes I remember from my days in
the Auschwitz extermination camp. Battered and abused,
the Yidden were helpless and despondent. The Shechinah
was totally eclipsed, nowhere to be found. People were
thirsty for a word of encouragement, a Torah insight to
strengthen their wavering faith. I remember how every
night after a day of bone-breaking labor we would sitin a
circle on the barracks floor to thank the Ribbono shel Olam
for surviving the day and returning unscathed, tears
flowing freely. I used to say a few words to soothe the
pain and to cheer up the downhearted, telling them that
our days of suffering were coming to an end, that the
promises of the Torah for redemption and joyous days
would be fulfilled. Our salvation is on the way, so let's be
happy. Yir'u eineinu veyismach libeinu - "May our eyes see,
and our hearts rejoice."

Let me mention a wondrous thing. Upon entering
Auschwitz, all our possessions were confiscated,
including tallis and tefillin. And yet, in the hell of
Auschwitz there were a few small volumes of Tehillim
with the commentary Tefillah LeMoshe by my ancestor
the saintly Rabbi Moshe Teitelbaum of Ujhel. This
commentary contains many prophetic predictions
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and confined the Jews to the ghettos, I ceaselessly
continued working on this project, hoping to finish the
work.

And just as I came close to completing the sefer, my
entire family was deported to Auschwitz, where my first
wife, the great tzadekes, and seven of our children were
put to death. Hashem yinakam damam, May Hashem
avenge their blood, and may their memory be a blessing.

As I stood before the furnace and was almost
burned, I pledged that if Hashem helps me and protects
me, and I return in peace and in good health, I would do
my utmost to publish Torah insights from the saintly
rabbis, and to work on behalf of agunos (women whose
spouses cannot be located, and who therefore are
prevented from remarrying).

Baruch Hashem, 1 and three of my children survived
the Churban. 1 was appointed Rav of Bergen Belsen and
Chief Rabbi of the British sector of Germany. With
Hashem's help I was able to work on behalf of the grief-
stricken survivors, encouraging them and urging them to
resume living the Torah way of life they had learned
from their parents. I established a flourishing yeshivah
and Bais Yaakov school for girls. I published a treatise on
the subject of agunos entitled Takanas Agunos that was well
received by the leading rabbis.

Regrettably, after the liberation, most of the
writings of the rabbis who perished and many of my own
Torah insights which I had collected over a period of
thirty years were lost. By the grace of Hashem, my
students retrieved a few volumes of novella including
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Buthor’s Introduction

ABs Written in
"She’elos Uteshuvos
Mikadesbei Hasbem”

I wish to express my thanks to Hashem for
enabling me to publish the present responsa work,
She'eilos Uteshovos Mekdeshei Hashem along with the
commentary entitled D'var Tzvi, comprising more than
one hundred responsa from illustrious rabbis who were
put to death by the Germans and gave their life al kiddush
Hashem.

In the years 1943 and 1944, while still in Veitzen
(Hungary), we heard of the exterminations carried out
by the Germans, killing towering rabbis, tzaddikim,
geonim, rashei yeshivah together with their students and
families. Since the disaster arrived almost without
warning, they did not have the opportunity to have their
writings published.

Since I had in my possession a large number of
responsa of these rabbis, I considered it my duty to
publish their treatises as an everlasting memorial to these
great sages. I began publishing the work along with short
glosses, and even after the Germans overran Hungary

N 1 UBo




indergarten

And .k

12}
o
J
Vi
3
d
v
£
v
X
v
~
b
-
o
-~
e
&
o
o
-
D




by i Py

y’&‘t i Q

Sn:mm wur a« ﬁg ‘
N9 NS I

1’?3 80 TN n‘m-\ ned
xw‘;w Warv WYY 'ay ol
r ‘u"i“ NRI WUKTR SN }ys AP TER

bbinic! Colloge 5 Trads Sekol Shesrith Iireal
Germanv USAiZana

4 nu,,&“" i






1IN APV Y250V 29 YT 11993 WTDDIVINN IN
YINDIIYNN IN VN N1TIYIVY AINIIINA
N7V 49 93/09N0 DVAYY .UNTIND




@Doo( @)oo @)oo @De(@Doo( @D @)oo @)Doc(@Doo(@Des(@Deo(@Des(@Des(@Dec@Doc(@Do( @)ool

EP(EXEEE)EE)E)©

Table Of Contents

ITETOATICTION sueyssesssssnssivisssssminsasasonsssvisssrasiaisssnsosinisssss sevirssessberminss 1
1400 Youngsters Condemned to Death ........ccceeevevrirercenrenenens 6
Bargaining with the Kapos..cuwaiammannmsamammsssms 7
A Father's PHght o mnmmmmmnnemmamininmon i 8
A Yeshivah Bachur's Plea..........cccccoeeveveenereeeenneneeenerennenenes 12
Reésclieof a/Gieat Rabbis.covmmsmmmmmmaansmuisass 14
Shofar Blowing in AUSChWILZ . 17
Blowing the Shofar for the Doomed Boys........cccocveeruruerenenen 18
My Sermon Before Blowing the Shofar........cccocevevevriecnennne 20
Bifa] WoRdSh sovunmsscmsunima s sumassmsnsisssesssssnsnssisssssersssssssonsis 22
Sukkosiin AnSChWilZ.«e aomo s sy 24
Rescue of Fifty Young Men.......ccoccvevevnrereenenenneenseneeseresnens 26
The Atarah of the Sigheter Rav's Tallis.......cccoceecrrevercreenenes 28
AN OPErl MIFACE. cwnsinsnmamsissmsrisiisisrmmsssemsissssmssssadsn 33
The Guardian of Yisrael Neither Slumbers nor Sleeps......... 35

Grass and Herbs for FOOd ......coovvinininvninireecneeieeesneeenenns 38
B 0o |6 11 e T —— 38

EPEE)E)(E)NE)(E)E) (@) N E)NE)(E)(E)HE)(E) @) E)(©]




YESHIVA
SHEARIS
YISROLL

Rabbi Moshe Y. Unger

Dean

Rabbi Shalom Ziskind
Menitie!

Rabbi Dov Dubovick

Executive Director

VXV SXAwr KW N

YEsHIVA SHEARIS YISROEL
NN - L Aitzener Cheder TR

2620 W. TOUHY AVE. » CHICAGO. IL 60645-3110 + 773-262-0885 + FAX 773-262-2016

Welcome, dear guests, to our Chai Annual Dinner of the
Veitzener Cheder. We are presenting each guest with a
special booklet, “Shaar Machmadim” which is the
introductory chapter to the Responsa Mekadshei Hashem,
authored by my illustrious father-in-law, Rabbi Tzvi
Hirsch Meisels, 2"131, who was Av Beis Din of the Kehilla
of Veitzen.

This publication, reprinted and translated into English, is
in honor of his 30" Yahrzeit. I felt it was important to bring
to light this vital recouning of the great sacrifices that our
fellow Jews made during the Holocaust. Many of the
incidents described so poignantly in this booklet occurred
during their final moments before entering the
crematorium. Certainly, the merit of these Kedcoshim has
been the reservoir from which the next generation drew
the strength to rebuild a new world that would glorify the
name of Hashem.

The abundance of Yiddishkeit and Torah institutions that
have flourished over the past 50 years are unsurpassed in
history. This has been our greatest triumph over the
enemies that sought to eradicate Yiddishe Neshatnos.

May the merit of the author of this publication
strengtrhen all of those who have dedicated themselves in
the past, and continue to devote themselves daily to the
Cheder which was founded in his memory. May it be
Hashem’s will that we merit to witness the rebuilding of the

Bais HaMikdash, and see the Geulah Shelemah.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Moshe Yosef Unger
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