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Xa#duHa QO¢Teop,
Kudyu Tan-0H, Wspauib.

lax-0u, 1967 r.

Paspemute MHe 06paTUTBCS K BaM ¢ 60JabUIOH Ipockléoll,
3a Jwbe3HOe UCHIOJHEHME KOTLPOJ) s 3apaHee BHpavalo MCK-
peHHblo éJarofapHocThb. BN MeHa He 3HaeTe, A ac TaKxe
JUYHO HO 3Hal, K COXaJeHNWKw; HO y MeHg K BaM NueH®s JJuda
MeHA BaxHoe JAeJo. HaXelch, YTO BH ToliMeTe MeHSH,

Y3aulHe onucaTh, UTO CAeJaXy ¢ HeMeLKue GHaMUCTH
BO BpeMs BOJHH, ucTpelisasa LeJHe HapoAu, ybéuBas B TOM
ungiue 60000.000 Hauux codépaTeeB,

9ra yxacHas BOJHA Takke oTopBasa poAuTedel oT ne-
Telt, pasposHuia 6paTbeB OT cecTep, Myxell OT XeH,

C Tex mop, Kak MHe MCHIOJHMUJIOCH 13 JeT, A He BUJaX
cBOelf CeCTPH, Kax MHe u3BeCTHO, OHa c¢ 1934 xo 1941 r.
npoxusaJa B ZoMe cupoT B I's JAyl6Hn, PoBeHCcKeit obiaacTu
Ha 3am. YkpaltHe. Korga HeMUmM OkKKynuposaJau [Jyb6uo, Co-
BeTCKMe BJACTU DdBaKyuposBaJalu LeTAOM B OKoJUILYy Kuepa , Kak
# CcJHXaJ, HO LOCTOBEPEeHHO He 3Hal,

QueHL npouwy Bac, INOMOT'MTE MHE OTHCKATBL MO CECTPY.
BO3MOXHO, UYTO OHa aepHyJach B JAy6éHO, MJIM B OKOJUILY.
BHTE MOXETy KTO HUOyABL APYyroil u3 TOTre LeTAOMa BepHYyJCSH
B Jy6HO ¥ 3mHaeT I'e oHa OHJA U KaAKUM oOpas3oM MOKHO HalTu
ee, HHT COMHeHHUS, UTO U oddpuuMaJbHEE BJACTU IIOMOI'YT BaM,

MogpobHOoCTH » cecTpe: Uua: AHHa /Xauus/-
damuaug: Oprep /uau Todrep/, uma ouvecrsa: JaBHLOBHA.
UMa marepu: Y=uca /Pelisk/, OHa poxpuxaces B 1927. uau
1928 rogy, B rop. Owa , PoseHckolr 04,

. B nncrenHee BpeMs ee npeluHBaHUA B LeTAOMe OHa
yacTo dmsaya B KyabrhaoMe /T'eHu Iluuxacosuu/,

Jo Hauvarna BOJWHH, B 1941 reAy, Hac B JAOMe OHJIO
B Kocromose, PoBeHCK.06J., UeTBepOo JeTel: BHWeHA3BaHHAA
cecTpa, Opar umeHeM Iluua Oprep /Todrep/ - o0 cyisrbe Ko-
TOPOI'0 HaM Takxe HUUEero HEeU3BEeCTHO, — Cectrpa Ilouslk
Odrep-Kieman - KOTOPOM yAaJOCEH CHACTUCDH U HAXOAAUaLCS
Bsech B Mapauyre, U . Mu ocupoTexyu kxorjga MHe OHJIO
13 u cecTpe 12 Jxer, u .cyzhpba paziayuuyga HAZ,

f1 Hazgelock, 4YTO cecTpa xuBeT rge—-To B CCCP, U OUEHB
opLuy Bac IO BO3MCXHOCTM IIOMOUL MHEe HalTU ee.

Ipunaralno ¢ororpadpuu odeux MOUX cecTepP. Xaduy Ha-
LeaTbcs, UTO BaM yjgacrcs HaliTu ee,

UsBuHuTE, 4TO obpamabckr X BaM ¢ mpocwdoll, Bac
JYUHO COBOPIWOEHHO HE Kacallelics = HO XKI'yuee XeJaHue
HallTU cecTPy, U Hajgexkda, uTO BaM, OHTB MOXGT, yAacTcs
HauTy Ha ev OoJek, HaeT MHe CMeJOCTEh Bce-%e 00paTuTbcd K
BaM. IloBTOpPsIO UyBCcTBO 6JarofapHOCTHU

u npeduBal
C TAUTEHUEM,
Baw
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1944 - Following the kibbutz decision, he joins the kibbutz security force.

1945 - Hanina meets Leahke Cohen-Kagan, from Brestizke (Poland) at the Palmah
camp of Givat Brenner. They decide to found a family and leave for kibbutz Gal-on
in Nes Ziona for half a year. The second half would be spent in Eretz Israel 6 as part

of the agreement. But they remain in Gal-on.
1946-1953 - Gal-on. Hanina serves as the head of the Hashomer branch and as

instructor of the Bar-Am group in Rehovot.
Three sons are born: Haim, David, Eliezer (Eli).

1947-1948 - During the War of Independence, he moves ffom the Hagana to the
Israeli Defense Farces and enlists formally in the Communication Forces.

Later, he becomes involved in the following activities:

The establishment and running of the Mishmar newspaper (later renamed Al
Hamishmar), and the Sifriat Hapoalim publishing company.

Representative of the Hashomer Hatzair faction in the Histradut, in the Socialist
league, and for many years in Mapam.

In the kibbutz, he holds a variety of posts, including 5 years in the High School of

Gat-Gal-on named in memory of Pinchi, and one year in Tzafit Institute in Kfar
Menahem.

1976 - He completes a course in public transportation.

1977-1982 - He completes courses in public and business administration.
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HANINA TADIR

1919 - Hanina Tadir was born in hotch-Volin Poland. He attends a series of Hederim
and a Polish elementary school. He is also provided with private tutoring.

1928 - Hanina’s father arranges for him to study at the “Etz Haim” Yeshiva in Ruvna.
His father wants him to become a Talmudic scholar. If Hanina becomes heretic, at
least he should know why! Hanina, himself, aspires to study at the Hebrew High
School “Tarbout™.

1929 - With the assistance of Masha Kagan from the Hashomer, Hanina is
interviewed by Dr. Reis, the Hebrew High School’ principal. Reis reads some of his
poems and tells him to continue writing. He tells him that at this moment he can’t
accept him officially as a student, but Hanina can sit in the back and listen. Hanina
reads a great deal! He especially likes to read the biographies of writers. This way, he
studies Bialik in depth, and even in privileged to see him at the reception that is held
at the occasion of Bialik’s visit to Ruvna.

1931-32 - Hanina’s parents die. His inheritance is orphanage, deprivation, and
poverty. Hanina learns the craft of hatmaking so that he will be able to support
himself.

1936 - Hanina emigrates to Israel and goes to live in kibbutz Yagur within the
framework of the “emigration of young relatives” program. He obtains an emigration
permit thanks to the efforts of his sister and brother-in-law, Golda and Shmuel Yari,
then Havashtzevski, and thanks to kibbutz Yagur. He works at construction building;
in the stone quary, and in agriculture. He enlists in the Hagana where he serves as an
instructor of young recruits in visual signaling and heliography, the only means of
communication between the settlements. He visits the Hashomer branch in Haifa and
sets up a branch in Yagur.

1938 - He sets up a Hashomer branch in Raanana.

1939 - He leaves Yagur to join the Ein Shemer group in kibbutz Eretz Israel 5 in
Petah Tigva. Within time, the economic and social situation of the kibbutz worsens.
The Kibbutz Artzi suggests that kibbutz 5 joins kibbutz Sarid. A controversy arises
between kibbutz members supporting the move and other contesting it. The
arguments are intense. A few people leave kibbutz 5. And finally, the kibbutz joins
kibbutz Sarid. Hanina accepts the movment” decision, but will not stay in Sarid, due
to his desire to be part of an independent kibbutz and also to be part of the actual
founding of a kibbutz. A year later, Hanina moves to kibbutz Israel 6 (same Ein
Shemer group), in Nahalat Yehuda next to Rishon le Zion.
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IN MEMORY

DAVID DUBIN

President

JERRY FINK
Vice President

HARVEY SKLAVER
Vice President

MARTIN
Treasurer

VICTOR

ETHEL ZWICK
Recording Secretary

IRVING SKLAVER
Exec. Financial Secretary

SOCIETY of HOSHT

32-07 Morlot Avenue

Fairlawn, New Jersey 07410

201-797-5767

August 15, 1989

To all the members of The Society of Hosht in the U.S.A and in Israel

The Officers and Members
of the Society of Hosht in the U.S.A. and in Israel
Mourn the Passing of
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SYLVIA VICTOR, was the Vice President of the Society of Hosht in the U.S. A, dear wife of our Treasurer,
‘Marty Victor, mother of Ira Victor, daughters Sandra and Barbara and six grandchildren.

BATHIA (Bassia Weisman) BEN BARUCH, a Survivor of Hosht, worked for many years in the Committee
Irgun Hosht in Israel. She was the wife of Zwi Ben Baruch and mother of two sons and a daughter.

Another great loss to the Society of Hosht inthe U.S.A. and in Isracl was ABRAHAM (Kritzmar) YARON,
President of the Irgun of Hosht in Israel, Author of the Book of Hosht, which was published in 1956 in
Yiddish and in Hebrew. He also published the diary of the late Peretz Goldstein, Established the Abraham
Mazer Free Loan Bank, and the Rose Mazer Fund which for many years helped our Landsleite in Israel.
Brother Yaron was responsible for distributing many Scholarships for the Landesleite. He was loved by
everyone who knew him. Yaron's wife Rachel passed away nine years ago. He is survived by two sons, Mordi
and Dov Yaron, five grandchildren, and two sisters: Pola (Kritzmar) Broshi and Sonia Sklaver.

All will be missed. Our love and sympathy to the families and members.

David Dubin
President
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Three Significant Characteristics of the Hoshtze Association

The Hoshtze Association in Israel possesses the following significant characteristics:
a. the awareness that the existence of the Association is vital to the community of
survivors from Hoshtze,

b. a high level of mutual trust and the integration of the younger generation, and

¢. a commitment to a series of socially meaningful activities.

This series of socially meaningful activities of the Association have as their aim
financial assistance, the commemoration of the Holocaust and the uprising in which
the town, Hoshtze, participated, and such educational activities as the adoption of the
Merchavim School in Pardes Chana. The latter activities are extremely important for
the next generations, especially for those who are unaware of their recent history.

The historical mandate is to remeber and not to forget, but involvement with
memories, words, and prayers is not sufficient. Together with such spiritual activities,
concrete acts are required, and the Association was and is committed to such acts.
Raising financial support and dispansing it in specific amounts according to need are
significant and important activities. However, providing reliable information and
education within the four walls of a school regarding a Jewish town in Eastern
Poland that was destroyed or a Jewish community in Morocco that struggled to
maintain its Jewish and Zionist identity and to achieve the right to immigrate to
Israel contributes greatly to the ingathering of the exiled. It also helps consolidate
Israel as one integrated society in keeping with its national, ethical, and social values.
The generations of young men and women who are enlightened and educated in this
manner soon leave school to serve in the Israeli Defence Forces and to become Israeli
citizens. Their daily activities and their voting in national and municipal elections will
influence the form that the whole nation will assume. A number of them may even
become national leaders. Thus, this activity of the Hoshtze Association in Israel has
the powerful potential to move the nation in a positive direction as it is written,
“Study is not of fundamental importance but practice is.” (Ethics of the Fathers, 1:17)
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The pupils, Minah, Aaron, Shimon, Shirah, Chawah, Pinchas, Gilah, Dov, Amnon,
Ilana, Miryam, Shoshanah, Uzi, Semadar, Sofie, Zehavah, and others, performed.
Everything was presented through recitals, songs, sounds, and sad and painful music.
The participants shuddered when they heard the pupils recite Abraham Shlonski’s
poem, The Oath and announce, “The people of Israel should remember the thousand
and fifteen holy Martyrs who were killed on the fourth of Nissan, 5702, the
fourteenth of Tishri, 5703, and the twenty-firts of Cheshvan, 5703. Not one of them
will be forgotten™.

Awarding the Scholarships

During the evening of the annual assembly and the awarding of the scholarships, the
town that is no longer was again remembered through the compositions that the
children wrote. These essays were presented in the form of a journal, Memories and
Images of the Town, Hoshtze. The following sons and daughters of former residents
of Hoshtze wrote the compositions that appeared in the journal:

Images of a Town - Navah Levine

Memories of a Town - Ilan Fingerhut

Grandfather’s Memories of Hoshtze - Shimon Efenberg

A Granddaughter Asks and Grandfather Answers - Dorit Leving

Grandfather’s Memories of Hoshtze - Iris Levine

The Town’s Hebrew School - Esther Finkelstein

The Town’s Pidneers - Yosephah Shmueli

The following titles and contents speak for themselves: The opening talk of the
members of the Scholarship Committee, The greetings of the chairman of the
Hoshtze Association, and The acknowledgement of the recipients of the awards.

A representative of Merchavim School added positive and meaningful contents to the
journal.

Even after Yehudit Kliger left her dedicated work as an educator in Merchavim
School, the association with the school and with the school’s new administration and
new principal, Mr. Yitzchak Hoffman, continues with the same devotion and
friendship. The meetings and mutual adoption are successfully being carried on. All
those who were and are involved with this project deserve our gratitutde.
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In 5728 (1967/8), the school was adopted by the Hoshtze Association after the
Association contacted the school’s administration through the school’s princiupal,
Yehudit Kliger, a former citizen of Hoshtze. The school’s adminstration and its
worker association accepted this offer warmly and the adoption promptly proceeded.
The adoption consists of a two-way relationship whereby the school’s pupils study
about the town, Hoshtze, that was destroyed during the Holocaust and the Hoshtze
Association provides financial support and awards scholarships according to the
decisions of the school’s teachers and the scholarship committee of the Hoshtze
Association in Israel. The scholarship award ceremony is a joint project of the pupils
of the Merchavim School in Pardes Chana and the school age children of the former
residents of Hoshtze.

Yehudit Kliger was born in Hoshtze and completed her elementary school education
and higher school education, and obtained her teaching certificate in Hoshtze. She
completed her studies in the teacher’s seminar in Vilna, the Jerusalem of Lithuania.
The pioneer ideal brought her to Israel in 1936 where she joined the association of
educators and teachers and has been involved in education and teaching for about 30
years.

Most of the pupils at the Merchavim School are residents of Pardes Chana or of
urban and rural settlements neighboring on Pardes Chana. A very large persentage of
them are descendants of immigrants from Morocco and other Arab countries. The
town of Hoshtze is a subject that is included on Merchavim’s study program. To
‘maintain mutual commitment and strengthen their ties with the Hoshtze Association
of Israel, once or twice a year, the pupils, the educators, and all other employees of
Merchavim School are invited to an evening memorial ceremony and to the ceremony
during which the scholarships are awarded.

An Evening in Memory of the Martyrs of Hoshtze and the Six Million Jews
Slaughtered during the Holocaust

In 5730 (1972), the fifth year after the adoption of the school, an evening in memory
of the Jewish Martyrs of Hoshtze, sponsored by the Hoshtze Association in Israel in
cooperation with the Merchavim School, was held at the Vohlin Hall. Two buses of
pupils, teachers, and educators arrived with stage settings, mottos, symbols of
mourning, choir, and orchestra. The pupils staged a play that dealt with the Jews of
Hoshtze who had died. After a half an hour, the hall and stage were decorated in
keeping with the event and every thing was in place. Yehudit Kliger opened the
evening with the following short speech:

“Dear Audience!

During our performance, you may be surprised to hear a variety of songs that do not
appear related to this evening’s topic, the commemoration of the Martyrs of Hoshtze.
You will hear songs in Yiddish and Ukrainian. We will even sing songs of joy. Please,
do not become upset by this, since we wanted to remember and commemorate a
town; we had to learn about it, to become aware how our brothers lived their lives
there during different periods of happiness and suffering, of joy and sadness, as these
experiences were expressed in the native languages. Only in this way, could we
present an honest picture of this small community which was and is no longer. We
wish to revive it, so that it will come to rest within us.” (Quoted from the school’s
newspaper).
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The upper storey of the two storey building houses the Tel Aviv branch of the Yad
Vashem organization, a meeting room in memory of the Jews of Vohlin who were
destroyed during the Holocaust, an auditorium with 400 seats, and reading rooms for
students. A large library, a room for meetings, offices, a row of average sized rooms
for the use of the organizations of the survivors from the cities, towns, and villages
that made up the Polish department of Vohlin before the Second World War are all
located on the first floor. The first room to the left of the building’s entrance is
occupied by the Hoshtze Community-in Israel. This room is furnished with modest
and practical furniture. Portraits of promiment and productive persons and of
spiritual and religious leaders of Hoshtze line the walls. Cupboards and shelves for
books certificates, and documents are located in the corners of the room. The tables
and chairs are suitable for anyone who wants to study the Holocaust in general and
the impact of the Holocaust on Hoshtze in particular.

At the dedication of the Vohlin Hall, the city council of Givatayim kept its promise
and named the square next to the Hall, The Jews of Wohlin Square. The survivors of
Vohlin are proud of their historical legacy and the hall that represents this legacy. For
the following reasons, the Jews of Hoshtze are especially proud. The Jews of Hoshtze
are an integral part of the Jews of Vohlin. Furthermore, the director in charge of
constructing Vohlin Hall was Zev Avyatar, a member of the Vohlin Association in
Israel and the chairman of the Hoshtze Association.

The periods of activity in temporary quarters ended with the dedication of the
Hoshtze Room in the Vohlin Hall. All of the affairs of the Association are carried out
between the walls of this room. Annual meetings of the Association’s committee and
general council and the ceremonies during which the Association awards its various
cholarships are held there. When Zev Avyatar died on the sixth of Tishri, 5746
(1985), the Hoshtze Association decided to name the room after Zev Avyatar of
blessed memory, one of the founders and first chairman of the Israeli Hoshtze
Association during the Association’s first fourty years.

The Field of Education: The Agricultural School, Merchavim, in Pardes Chana
Pardes Chana is an agricultural tows that bears the name of Chana Rotschild. It is
located five and a half kilometers northeast of Hadera. It was established in 1929 by
the middle class to develop agriculture in Israel.

Merchavim Agricultural School was set up to provide information and education to
the children of Pardes Chana and the neighboring settlements. The agricultural high
school was founded in 1934 by the Israeli Farmer Association when Moshe Smilanski
was the Association’s chairman. According to the decision of the appropriate
authorities, in 1976, two schools merged to form the present united agricultural high
school in Pardes Chana.

The physical area of the school is about 2000 dunam. The school’s supervisors and
students are responsible for working this land. The school specialized in raising cows
and chickens, gardening, and landscaping. Other subjects taught in the school are in
keeping with the requirements of the Ministry of Education although emphasis is
placed upon agricultural subjects such as soil science, natural science, chemistry,
biology, and physics.
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The Memorial Book

After the completion of the Memorial Monument in Kiryat Shaul, we decided to
publish a book that would describe Hoshtze, the town that had been destroyed. For
this purpose, a special committee was selected and a circular was distributed to the
town’s survivors. Zalman Press and Abraham Kranzberg signatures appeared on this
letter. ‘

This circular raised strong waves of response from the survivors of Hoshtze in Israel
and the diaspora. Memoires, essays, and photographs slowly began to stream to the
committee. Notwithstanding this steady response, many of the Holocaust survivors
were unable, for spiritual and other reasons, to sit and reconstruct this terrible
tragedy on paper. The members of the committee labored with difficulty to obtain the
necessary material. With time, the editorial board of this book was chosen. It
included Abraham Yaron, Pesach Finkelstein, Elkana Fingerhut, Chanina Tadir, and

Zev Avyatar.

In 1957 (5717), the first edition of the book appeared in Yiddish. This edition
consisted of nine chapters and 295 pages. During that year, the book, Hoshtze - A
Memorial, appeared in Hebrew. After the publication of these two books, an edition
appeared in English. The publication of the book in Yiddish, Hebrew, and English
was arranged to meet the needs of potential readers. However, as the introduction to
the books explains, these three books are not exact translation of each other. Each
book was written separately although a description of the destruction, eyewitness
accounts, photographs, and essays were included in each of them.

Immense effort was invested in selecting and classifying the material from which these
books were composed. In addition, the material resources for publishing these books
had to be found. Our dear friends: Abraham Yaron-Kritshmenn and Benzion C.
Ayalon headed the editorial board responsible for these endeavors. Abraham Yaron
especially devoted all of his organizational and intellectual energy to these tasks.

The Hoshtze Room in the Vohlin Hall in Memory of Zev Avyatar of Blessed
Memory

In Givatayim, a city with a population of ten thousand persons, at 10 Kurazin Street,
across from the new industrial area, the Vohlin Hall was completed in 1969. This
massive grey building stands at the edge of the sidewalk of a busy street in the city
square, a few yards from the new buildings. This building has the appearance of a
fortress. On its wide wooden doors, the words, Vohlin Hall, are embossed. Those
who walk or drive past can not help but notice the presence and steadiness of this
handsome hall. The construction of this hall was financed by contributions from the
Vohlin immigrants in Israel, the Federation in the United States and Canada, and the
World Association of former citizens of Vohlin.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Memorial Day for the Holy Martyrs of Hoshtze and its Environs

On Tuesday, Tishrei 24, 5747 (November 10, 1986), at 3:00 in the afternoon, we, the
surviving remnant, citizens of the State of Israel, will assemble at the Monument of
the Kiryat Shaul cemetery to join together in remembering the holy Martyrs of our
city, fourty three years from the days of slaughter.

We must not forget. We must not forgive. On the Memorial Day for our holy
Martyrs, every one should view himself or herself as though he or she were there and
was redeemed. Therefore, everyone should feel obligated to visit the Memorial
Monument. This Monument is actually the communal grave of the holy Martyrs of
Hoshtze and its environs.

We also are appealing to our sons and daughters, the younger generation, native
Israelis, and tell them: As the next generation, you must consider yourselves as
charged with remembering the momentous place which actually, is for us the
communal grave of the Martyrs of Hoshtze and its environs.

We also appeal to our sons and daughters, the younger generation, Israeli natives,
and tell them: As the next generation, you must consider yourselves as charged with
keeping Hoshtze’s heritage and as bearers of the responsibility for this heritage’s
continuation. The following sentences are meant for you:

“That which we have heard and know to be true. We will not withhold from our sons
- recounting unto the last generation...

So that the last generation may know - sons yet to be born - they will mature and tell
their own sons.”

(Psalms - 78:3.,4,6).

REMEMBER: ON MONDAY, THE TWENTY SEVENTH OF OCTOBER, ALL
OF US WILL ATTEND THE MEMORIAL GATHERING. NO ONE SHOULD
BE ABSENT.

Abraham Yaron
In the name of
the Organization Committee
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the composition were: 1. Pioneers from Hoshtze Emigrate to israel, 2. The Hebrew
School and Hebrew Education in Hoshtze, 3. My Grandfather’s Memories of
Hoshtze, 4. The Hoshtze Youth, and 5. Sketches of Characters from the Town.

In 1982, the annual general assembly decided to combine the accounts of all of the
funds into the United Fund of the Natives from Hoshtze in Israel and America. The
projects and tasks of this fund were as follows: 1. The establishment of mutual help
funds and stipends for advanced education; 2. Retrieving the remains of those who
were killed and buried in Hoshtze during the Holocaust and bringing them to Israel;
3. Publishing the Holocaust Journal of Peretz Goldstein; 4. Setting up a monument
in memory of the Hoshtze Martyres in the Kiryat Shaul cemetery; 5. The operation of
the Hoshtze Room in memory of Zev Avyatar in the Vohlin Hall; 6. The publication
of books of Hoshtze memoires in Hebrew, Yiddish, and English; and 7. The adoption
of Merchavim Agricultural School in Pardes Chana.

The Hoshtze Memorial Monument

At the entrance of the Kiryat Shaul cemetery, a monument in memory of the Martyrs
of Hoshtze stands to the right of the main gate on the main path that elads to the
many plots of the holy and pure Jewish residents of Hoshtze who were killed by the
Nazis and their helpers during the terrible Holocaust of the Second World War in the
village of Siminov. Four bones that were recovered from the mass grave and brought
to Israel by Yitzchak Golod, a Holocaust survivor and a native of our city, are buried
deep in the Monument’s earth. A parchment scroll can be found in a compartment of
the Monument next to the Memorial candle. One thousand fifteen names are
reinscribed on this scroll. These are the names of the holy Martyrs - the old, the
young, the women, the children, the infants - who were taken to be murdered cruelly
for the singular sin of being a jew. They had been murdered during three actions that
took place on the following dates: Sivan 4, 5702, Tishrei 14, 5703, and Cheshvan 21,
5703. '

Every year, the former residents of Hoshtze and their families gather at the
Monument and join in remembering those loved ones who has not succeeded in
coming to Israel. In preparation for the Memorial Day, the organizing committee
sends a reminder and invitation for all of the Association’s members to come and
meet by the Monument. The following is a circular from the month of Elul, 5746
(1986):

Elul, 5746
To the Former Residents
of Our City
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Communication with former residents of Hoshtze was quickly and effectively
initiated. Without delay, a significant sum of money was collected and sent to Israel.
In New York, the Society for Former Residents of Hoshtze of the United States and
Canada was organized. The Israeli association became and remains up to the present
one of this Society’s branches.

The Jewish natives of Hoshtze who live in the United States and Canada have always
contributed large amounts of money to the United Jewish Appeal and other cultural
institutes in Israel. During the War of Independence, Israel’s first president, Dr.
Chaim Weitzman, while on a visit to the United States, stayed at the home of
Abraham Meiser a native of Hoshtze. In 1949, israel’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Moshe Sharet received a gift to Israel of a half million dollars that the Hoshtze
Society donated to the United Jewish Appeal.

In the Hoshtze Society of the United States, many highly respected persons such as
Reuven Fink, Nachum Lerner, Aaron Heller, Asher Shtil and Abraham Meiser were
and still are active. Lately, my friends, Yitzchak and Chaim Skliver, David Chanina
Dubin, Jerry Fink, Harry Dubin, and Mr Martin the Society’s treasurer, have
devoted their best efforts and a great deal of money to the Hoshtze community in
Israel. Yitzhcak Skliver, the Society’s secretary, invests a great deal of work
continuously and persistently in developing and maintaining the ties between the
Hoshtze Society of the United States and the Hoshtze Association in Israel.

With time, a second welfare fund was founded in memory of Mrs. Rosa Meiser. The
purpose of this fund was to provide help anonymously to those in need. Once I
traveled with my brother, Zev Aviyatar, who has been the first chairman of the
Hoshtze Association in Israel, to a city in Northern Israel. When we arrived, Zev said
to me, “I am, going first of all to visit one of our friends from Hoshtze.” I understood
that he was going to carry out an official mission. | was aware that such missions are
often accomplished most comfortably without the presence of a third person, even if
that personhappens to be a native of the same city as those persons who are directly
involved in the mission. Suddenly, my brother asked me if I wanted to accompany
him on his visit. MY answer was in the affirmative. We arrived at our destination and
were received with joy and smiles. We drnak a cup of tea and our host and my
brother exchanged confidences in another room while I and our host’s wife who was
blind conversed. I glanced at the contents of the house and my heart almost froze. In
the meantime, the two confidants returned and we continued to converse until we
_departed in friendship. I was mortified and crushed when we took leave from our
friend from Hoshtze and from our friend’s wife. My brother never spoke to me of the
purpose of our visit. If I had not seen the condition in which our fellow native from
Hoshtze was living with my own eyes and has been told about it, I would never have
believed the tale. I only then understood the reason for my brother’s trip to that city
and appreciated the value of the welfare fund.

Concurrent with the effective operation of the first funds, additional funds were
established. These funds included: the Fund for Short Term Loans in commemoration
of Edna and Shlomo Tichser and the Youshstein Brothers, the Stipend Fund in
commemoration of Wolf Lerner and Reuven Fink, the Stipend Fund in com-
memoration of Charley Fink, and the fund in commemoration of Zev Avyatar-Ofter.

In 1971, the stipend committee decided upon the criteria for granting stipends and the
list of subjects for essays that had to be submitted by candidates for the stipends. The
criteria were: grade average, socio-economic status, and the composition. Topics for
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The Hoshtze-Vohlin Association in Israel

The Hoshtze Association was established in Israel in 1942/1943 but the search for
relatives and for others who survived the Nazi hell began a great deal before then.
Abraham Kranzberg iniaitated these activities and founded the Association. After
much difficulty, he arrived in Israel on one of the ships of the illegal immigration and
immediately began indefatigably to search for and help those who survived and had
not yet been contacted by other survivors from hoshtze in Israel.

Towards the end of the Second World War, as the Russian Army began to win
battles and the Nazi Army began to loose one battle after another, two persons from
hoshtze, Herzel u.e and Chaim Skliver, were released by the Russian Army. Upon
their release, they began to wander throughout Russia to search for survivors from
Hoshtze. They traveled as far as Uzbekistan, where they found the brother of Chaim
Skliver, Yitzchak Skliver. Meir Males, Baruch Jger and David Weinstein were among
those they contacted. Luckily, Herzel u.e remembered the address of Mordecai
Kranzberg, the father of Abraham and thus the contact between survivors from
Hoshtze in Uzbekistan, and those living in Israel was initiated. Abraham again
showed initiative and enterprise and used his personal resources to send letters and
packages to the survivors from Hoshtze who were living in Uzbekistan. During one of
Abraham’s visits with Chanina Tadir, another native of Hoshtze, at Kibbutz Sarid,
Abraham suggested that the kibbutz send packages to the survivors from Hoshtze
who were living in Uzbekistan. The kibbutz responded readily to request and sent
several packages. The kibbutz received confirmation that the packages arrived at their
destination.

Abraham also made a similar request from the Jewish Agency. In this way, the
activities for the well-being of Hoshtze survivors were increased and broadened.
Numerous discussions of these activities took place at the home of Zev Avyatar in
Tel-Aviv. The principal topics of these discussions were How to improve and increase
the packages being sent to Uzbekistan and how to insure the social and economic
absorption of those Hoshtze survivors who came to Israel.

About a year after the Hoshtze Association was officially set up, the first meeting of
the Association took place in Golda Rosman apartment. During this meeting, the
Associations governing Council was elected. Zev Avyatar (Ofter) was elected
chairman of the Council and Abraham Krenzberg, as the Council’s secretary. During
the month of Cheshvan, 5705 (1944), an invitation was sent to all the former natives
of Hoshtze who were living in Israel at that time to attend the second national
meeting of the Hoshtze Association. The following decisions that were made during
this meeting reveal the issues uppermost in the mind of the participants:

1. Every native of Hoshtze will be a member of the Association and pay annual
membership dues in keeping with the decision of the Association’s general assembly.
2. A mutual assistance fund will be set up in cooperation with the Hoshtze
Association in the United States.

3. An effort will be made to commemorate appropriately the Martyrs of Hoshtze and
the way of life that characterized the Jews who lived in Hoshtze.

4. A general assembly will be held at least once a year in order to recollect publicly
the Martyres of Hoshtze, to elect the Association’s governing bodies, and to decide
‘upon the Association’s activities.
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The fourth stage - Weak spots were found in the Macabee army, which was not an
army of the militia, but a peasant army that was unable to cope with long term
fighting (and, after all, this was the Syrian method of warfare), without
reorganisation, more equipment, and weapons. These conclusions brought about
organisation and arming in the Macabee army. After Jerusalem was conquered, after
equipment and plunder fell into the hands of the Macabees, Judah, a talented
commander, divided his army into four batallions on four fronts. Each batallion has
its own commander and task:

On the Eastern front, Yochanan was commander.
On the Western front, Shimon was commander.
On the Southern front, Jonathan was commander.
On the Northern front, Elazar was the commander.

Judah sent these batallions out of Jerusalem to patrol and do battle, while he and his
unit remained in Jerusalem in order to prevent surprise attacks from the enemy, and
to take care of the internal situation - the converted Hellenists.

Since the Macabee army was divided into units, there was a need for communication
between the units themselves and between headquarters and the units. And for the
first time a communications unit was established, infantry who received and passed
on important information. Judah took advantage of the night to attack the enemy,
and waged a war of diversion.

One story tells how Judah stole into one of the Syrian posts and left a loaf of bread
there, (although there were no supplies in Jerusalem and the soldiers made do with
olives). The Syrian soldiers found the loaf and brought it to their commander. The
commander decided that this was the way the Macabees smuggled supplies into
Jerusalem. So he sent out a huge force to catch the Macabees, who ambushed them,
slaying the entire force. This battle and other tricks raised the morale of the Macabee
army. The war of the Macabees went on for 7 years and brought about the
establishment of the Macabean government which lasted for 150 years.

And later on, after Judah fell, Shimon took command and became president, and
there followed a period of extended boundaries and economic prosperity. During his
period, Macabean government was returned to the towns of Gezer, Jaffa, the Galilee.
During Shimon’s time agriculture, commerce, education, the police, and the law, were
reinstated.

Shimon abolished the coins of Antiochus and for the first time in Israeli history,
Hebrew coins were minted with Hebrew symbols and the word freedom!

Shimon published Hebrew books. All this thanks to the uprising, to victories, to
miracles, that didn’t necessarily take place on the battle field, but in the family of five
wonderful brothers who knew how to organise and lead their people to victory.

The Hanuka festival has 7 traditional meanings.
The Celebration of world peace - the celebration of the Second Temple.

But first and foremost, Hanuka today represents the consecration of the House of the
Macabees, and symbolizes a nation’s struggle for freedom, its fight and its victory.

* A lecture given at Hanuka at Kibbutz Galon 28/ 11/1975. Published in the Kibbutz
magazine no. § (481) 1976.
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These, and other reasons, made the Macabees revolt against the Syrians and the
converted Hellenists. In the year 166 when the uprising broke out, it was small and
engaged in harrassment and partisan hit and run activities. These took place mainly
in the towns and villages of Judea and were characteristic of a small force, irregular
and not organised. But in time, when the uprising developed, and the Syrians had
difficulty in putting it down, Judah the Maccabee was found to be an excellent
commander. He had influence over his soldiers and a wide military vision.

He knew how to make use of every advantage, particularly topographical ones.

When the Syrians attacked, Judah the Macabee strengthened the battle line, called up
additional men for the uprising and carefully guarded the natural borders - the
Judean mountains, which gave the Macabees both advantages of attack and
protection.

And what were the Macabee borders?

In the south - the town of Beit Tzur, a border town, today Knirbat Atbaka south of
Gush Etzion, in the Judean mountains.

In the north - the area of Beit El near Ramallah, which bordered on Shomron land,
not then Syrian allies.

In the west - the Macabee border reached the plains, Gezer, at the hill hitam, nearest
to Gezer.

In the east - Jewish land stretching as far as Jericho, Judah the Macabee used these to
his advantage, attacked the enemy from above, with impressive victories, and dealt a
strong blow to the Syrian army. But it must be remembered that the Syrian army
stood opposite the Macabees and this was a strong, organised, and well armed army.

Let us see what the Syrian army consisted of:

1. Heavy infantry, entirely armoured, armed with long spears (as was the custom
then).

2. Light infantry, bearing a firing machine for close battle.

3. Cavalry for reconnaisance.

4. Heavy cavalry for surprise attack - including elephants.

These forces were organised thus: A brigade of about 4000 men, divided into
regiments of a 1000 men, and units of 250 men. And despite this, the Macabees won.
Why?

The enemy army consisted entirely of unmotivated mercenaries with no desire to fight
and who certainly weren’t willing to sacrifice themselves. In contrast, the Macabean
army was one by to be necessity, soldiers enlisted willingly for the sake of the uprising
and regarded the war as one of survival and they were willing to sacrifice their lives
for it. In the Judean marches there were four significant stages that left their mark on
the entire battle.

The first stage - the conquest of Jerusalem, taking control of the military, the
political, and the spiritual center. This purpose was achieved in full.

The second stage - Sudden attacks on enemy camps. This purpose, too, was achieved.
The third stage - The repulse of enemy cavalry and elephants from Beit Tzur, where
the Macabees were forced to retreat almost to Mount Zion.
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THE LIBRATION OF JERUSALEM

The Turning Point of the War of the Macabees.
Hanina Tadir 1975*

The battle for Jerusalem under the command of Judah the Macabee, and the
liberation of the city from the Syrians and converted Hellenists, was a war of
independence 2140 years ago. The reasons for the Macabee uprising in the year 165
BC were influenced by three basic facts:

1. The geographical position of Israel on one hand.
2. The sociological and social situation of the Jews on the other hand.
3. Anti-religious, anti-Semitic persecution.

As you know, Israel, then Judea, was a passage-way between two large kingdoms
-Beit Talmi in Egypt in the south - and Beit Silicus in Syria in the north.

Commerce, agriculture, and various economic connections were conducted between
Judea and the two kingdoms. The Jews who were always outstanding in commerce,
were outsdanding then too, and, in fact, it was they who were in charge of
commercial and economic connections with the two kingdoms.

The Jews held key positions in government officialdom. The Jews were tax tenants of
Phoenicia, Judea, and Syria. The Jews were intercessors for the Greek and Syrian
powers, and many of these Jews were influenced.by Greek culture and society. In
time they became Hellenists in every way. This increased hatred of Jews in both
kingdoms, caused fierce competition regarding influence and power in Israel, and
brought about a split in the Jewish people.

Antiochus Epifanus the fourth, who ruled in Syria at the time, (167-168), longed to be
a second Alexander the Great and dreamed of the unifucation of the empire. He
increased oppression of Judea.

Beit Silicus in the north was disturbed by the fact that one region in the kingdom,
particularly a border region in a geographically militarily sensitive place, was an
exception to the rule, observed its religion, had strong national pride to the point of
segregation and political independence. In order to stop this process, the king had
decrees published with the purpose of ridiculing the religion and culture of the Jews.

In the ensuing argument regarding obedience to the king’s decrees, the Jews split into
two camps. In one group were the converted Hellenists, the wealthy class, who owned
property the aristocrats, and the Jewish officials who demanded obedience to the
king’s laws.

The second, main group, consisted of workers, farmers, craftsment, small merchants,
and, at the head, the Macabees. They demanded the abolishment of the decrees, and,
in fact, intended a struggle against the rulers to protect their religion, customs, and
the uniqueness of the Jews.

Things came to a head when the converted Hellenist Priests managed to push the
Priests out of the Hassidic camp and bought the Priest’s crown from the Greeks.

Thus, Yazon, the head of the converted Hellenists, a great Priest, the brother of
Hunio the third, bought the priesthood from Antiochus in exchange for 440 silver
kikar, and an explicit committment to unreserved loyalty to Greek-Syrian law and
rule.
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Short friday all year long

As we all know Great Shabat comes once a year as does short Friday. But father had a short
friday every week. He tried to finish work early, complete unfinished business left over from
the week. He'd put on his good clothes, which mother had prepared, and he'd go off early to
the synagogue to pray and meet his friends.

If there was any time, he would read Song of Songs, sometimes out loud, with a translation
into Yiddish, and a special tune. When he returned from the synagogue he’d make kiddush out
loud. For him the camp and the flag were the family. The whole family ate dinner together.
And our parents enjoyed a rest from the tension and the hard work during the week.

It must be said that our parents took care to educate us according to three values.

A. General and religious education. It’s a fact that all our family learned and knew Hebrew,
bible, mathematics, geography, grammer, etc., either a school or with private teachers.

B. A trade and respect for physical labor. To ensure a good economic future for everyone, or
as a value in itself, respect for physical labor and independence.

C. Love of Israel and immigrations. Whether by means of a Messiah (according to his
outlook), or the Zionist organization and youth movement. My father although very busy, was
a part of Zionist activities. And our home was always a meeting place for work in aid of Israel.
During his last years he suffered from various illnesses. And after the death of my mother he
didn’t last long. He became ill again and grew worse.

At fifty one years old, he died in Hoshze. -

There is a memorial stone for Raisel and David Ofter in the synagogue at Kiryat Eliezer in

Haifa. And at the “north” synagogue in Ben Yehuda street in Tel Aviv, near Ze’ev Eviatar
Ofter’s house at 21 Ben Gurion Avenue.
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Work, work and some commerce too

Together with the social and economic absorption the family flourished and more
children were born. Father was aware of the fact that he had to increase their income,
that in the long run it wasn’t wise to rely only on hard physical work but that he
should find and additional, easier source of income.

Our fourth rented house was in the country area “Jastavia” (the addition) in the
direction of the flour mill and the bridge, and the doctor Knaybe. The area was
populated entirely by Ukrainians except for one Jewish family - the family of Yehuda
(Yiddel) Finkelstein, Charlie Fink’s father. Our new home was near their’s. They sold
grain, and maybe this was the reason they lived among farmers who grew crops.

It suited the farmers to sell them their crops instead of taking them to the town
center. The son was my age and a friend. His name was Hannan (Huna) and we were
both in the youth movement. Naturally my parents and [ visited their home and were
received with all the friendliness that was characteristic of Hoshze. Hannan Charlie
Fink who lived in the states, would occasionally come to Israel, and he always invited
me to come and see him. Once, when we met at the Dan Hotel in Tel Aviv, he said to
me, Hanina, next time I come to Israel, I'll spend a few days with you on Kibbutz Gal
On and we'll be able to talk more comfortably. But to our regret, a short time after he
returned to work in the States, he fell ill and died. A pity!

Our home was two kilometers away from the town. The road was no road and the
path was no path. There were no lights at night. We walked the entire distance,
sometimes even three or four times a day and there was no lack of anti semitic
Ukrainians. All our activities and business were in the center of Hoshze. Walking
alone at night was really dangerous because of the possibility of attack.

The house did not answer our needs. All in all there was one large room, a
kitchenette, a small corridor, and a separate entrance. We probabaly had no choice
but to move there. The only positive aspect was “Andrei’s” orchard which was close
by so father didn’t have to go far to see if there was any fruit. He simply went and
picked fruit before it ripened. This small advantage certainly wasn’t worth all the
disadvantages.

The seven houses of the Opter family.

House On the map

1. Israel Roisman 25

2. Yitzhak Fingerhot 116

3. Yitzhak Yeguda 16

4. Moshe Zalzhandler 26 (the “Colony”)
5. A house in the “Zastvia” area by Yiddel Finkelstein.

6. A house in the “Zliza” area - “Mishka” by Koriat.

7. A house in the “Zliza” area (near the “Colony™).
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The seventh and last house

Kolya’s house.

Again we moved to a “new house”, the seventh, Kolya’s house situated near the “Colony”,
close to the spring, the canal, and the little bridge. In fact this house was the first of the village
area “Zliza” on the Hoshze side of town.

Our only Jewish neighbour here was the family of Yehoshua Mirmalstein, a quiet pleasant
family. Each move to a new house was a story in itself. First of all father had to find a suitable
house and this wasn’t always possible. Secondly it was necessary to renovate and paint and this
was partly mother’s responsibility, thirdly key money had to be paid. And, mainly, it meant
going from home to home. Once more packing up, loading the wagon, making two or three
trips. We usually moved to a worse house. My job was to sit on the wagon and watch to see
that nothing fell off or was stolen. And I was still a little boy afraid of being stolen himself, or
beaten up, the thieves then taking what they wanted from the wagon.

And then [ virtually made a vow - If i reached the country israel, and if I had children, the first
thing I'd do would be to buy our own house, so that we’d never be lodgers, never have to go
from house to house, and the children would never be afraid of thieves. At that time in the
light of my education, I truly believed that everything good, beautiful, and pleasant, was in the
country Israel. Everything wicked, ugly and unpleasant was in the diaspora. And for this
reason it was imperative to immigrate to Israel.

Today, I've been in Israel for more than 50 years, with a wonderful family of sons, daughters in
law, grandsons and granddaughters; I've lived here through the periods of the tents, the huts,
and the wars; living on kibbutz in a fine home of 75 meters, a large living room with a radio
and television, an organized kitchen, a bedroom, a bathroom, a study with books, a typewriter,
two verandas, 8 fruit trees, pear, banana, grapes etc. And all my sons and their families are
organized and set up.

What else could one wish for apart from peace, health, and that all belonging to the House of
Israel should immigrate and flourish here.

Father according to his outlook was a traditional and believing Jew, although he was not
observant at all cost. During those times shalichim, preachers, commentators came to Hoshze
and each one would praise his own Rabbi and the wonders and miracles he performed. Each
one tried to draw people to his congregation.

Father never defined himself as being a Hassid or a Mitnaged or a belonging to any particular
congregation. I never saw him wearing a kapote or “shtreimel”, or the four corners of the
fringed garment blowing in the breeze, although he loved Hassidism and Hassidic stories.
Whenever a Rabbi came to town, my father would welcome him without investigating which
congregation he belonged to, he would listen to him, and, as was the custom, leave a
contribution. My father also had a sense of humour: a great deal of money and a failed
endeavor need a lot of working hands, organization, and an open mind, stated my father about
the endeavors.
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The fifth house, the “Colony”

Moshe Zalzhandler’s house, the “Colony”, or its professional name, the “tanner’s
house”, was situated on the south-east side not far from the “shul”. The name
“colony” stuck to it because so many families lived together under one roof. We
moved there with great satisfaction, having has a taste of the housing and lonliness in
the country area of “Zastvia” where we were cut off from the Hoshze people in the
town.

Our new home was in the front of the building, it wasn’t bad, and there was a good
work room for father. Not far from the house was a small spring flowing into a canal
with sweet cool water for anyone who wanted it. This supplied water for many
inhabitants most of the year round.

My father loved this water and even after we moved to another apartment he often
fetched drinking water from this spring, especially on Shabat. The little canal formed
by the flow, separated the Jewish and Christian homes in the area known as “Zlizia”,
but in order to help people pass more easily between the town and the village, planks
were laid over the spring, like a floating path, and this formed a bridge between the
two areas. In our new home we created strong ties with all the lodgers, but especially
with the Chaiky Goldstein family and their three daughters, Manya, Shoshana, and
Bracha, and their son Herzl Goldstein, my friend from the youth movement.

Mother Chaiky was a tall impressive woman, good hearted and concerned about
everyone. They came from Ostrog and opened a drapery store which Manya
successfully managed. Shoshana went on “hakshara” with HeHalutz, immigrated to
Israel and lives with her family in Jerusalem. Herzl and his family live in Tel Aviv,
and, regretfully, everyone else died in the holocaust.

My father had a lot of work in this house and frequently had to hire a worker. When
work increased he entered into partnership with a tinsmith and they worked together
harmoniously. After a time the partner got an immigratiuon license and moved to
[srael where he settled in Tel Aviv.

My sister Pessia’s story

[ immigrated to Israel after the holocaust and the war. I was in Tel Aviv and went up to a
kiosk to buy a soda. A man poured it out for me. Between sips he told me that he had been in
Hoshze and had worked for David Opter. When [ told him I was David’s daughter, he was
overjoyed and told me he had been his partner.

Another rented house in ‘Zliza”

From the house in the “Colony” we moved to the country area of “Zliza” to “Mishka’s” house
(named after the younger son) opposite the home of the Koriat family. There were no Jewish
neighbors there and among the non-Jews were all kinds of people. The owner of the house had
three or four sons and we got along with them. They owned a few dunam of land. At harvest
time, my late younger brother Dov, would go out to the field with Mishka to help with the
harvest. My sister Golda was already at a Hachshara kibbutz and my parents were busy
making a living. In this house our mother, Shoshana-Raisel, took ill and died.
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On weekdays this stage served other purposes. Preachers and commentators, various
“shalichim” would come to raise funds or spread propaganda. Obviously some gave
good speaches, some didn’t, some were interesting and some were boring. As a child
and young boy I enjoyed standing on the steps, leaning against the rail, and (if it were
interesting) listening to the words of the speaker.

Once a commentator came who talked and talked until everyone grew tired. Someone
got up and hinted to him that it was getting late. The commentator smiled, nodded in
agreement, and said to the audience:

“I'll end off with a story. Once a commentator came to a town and spoke well, but
the audience grew tired, one of the participants got up and showed the commentator
his watch... a hint he should finish... the speaker answered the owner of the watch,
the watch is a very handsome one, and, in Yiddish, he said - but the person presenting
it is worth nothing...

On either side of the stage were special benches, the “stander”. There people prayed
and naturally had to pay liberally and in cash for reserved places. Father had a seat
on one of the benches in the center of the synagogue and he could see and hear
everything that went on there. But the synagogue wasn’t only for prayers and talks! It
was also a meeting place for all the social affairs of the Jewish community and its
institutions.

On the second floor “with the help of women” women prayed during the prayers. But
at other times there were shows, like gatherings with entertainment etc. Even the
artist Eliahu Goldenberg, Dudu Topaz’s father, appeared there and sang the ballad
about the adventures of two Hassidic Jews who went to visit the Rabbi from
Rozenna... There were even plays there.

The activities among tHe men on the first floor had a wider more public nature. There
were no telephones, people tended not to send mail within the town because of the
cost. So it was quicker and more effective to give information verbally from the stage
in the synagogue.

The village mukhtar, Rabbi Roisman, would get up on the stage, Rabbi Roisman,
and would bang on the table and say: On such and such a day, at such and such an
hour, the local council committee will inspect cleanliness and toilets in all the houses.
Elections to community institutions took place ther too. These were: Community
leaders, community committees, school and culture committee, a committee for the
care of orphans, and one for charity funds etc.

It should be noted that there was no office for all these committees, everything took
place within the walls of the synagogue and those elected did their work on a
volunteer basis. They were exceptional people and the outstanding among them was
Rabbi Chaim Wisman. He was orphaned at a young age and knew the taste of
poverty. He grew up to have a wonderful family and a successful drapery business. In
addition to family affairs, he gave himself entirely to public activities in the town and
the country of Israel. He wanted to reach Israel, and, to our regret, this did not
happen. Apparently he used to say: “If I am not able to live in israel, I'd be willing to
go there, kiss the earth and die”. Chaim Wisman said this and with all the fervour
and belief in his heart. My father David respected Rabbi Chaim Wisman and his
friends for their honesty and activities.
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The front door opened on to the “kloize”, the little prayer house where people prayed
only on holidays and shabat, and where our great teacher and rabbi, Aharon
Sandleson also prayed. He was a religious and observant Jew, who knew the Torah
by heart, has a broad education in Yiddish, Hebrew, Russian, language and grammer,
mathematics etc. He nurtured generations of pupils. Whoever studied with him
received the title “B.A.” - a graduate of Hoshze.

Only a few meters away was the big synagogue, and further down to the south-east
was the “shul”, the prayer house, where prayers were also held on holidays and
shabat.

For some reason it was known as the craftsmens’ “shul”, although the craftsmen
never prayed at any specific “shul” in Hoshze. People came to the “shul” at times of
mourning and sadness, and the dead were brought there for a religious ceremony.
Legends and fairy stories surrounded the dead and the “shul”.

During the week the central Synagogue was filled with life. Prayers and studies were
conducted there night and day. The large and impresive entrance door was made of
strong wood.

It opened onto an eight meter long corridor that lead to a second door. On the left
side of the corridor was a storeroom where they also kept the stretcher which bore the
dead to “shul” and final rest.

During my time there was no electricity except on shabat. This was supplied by a
Polish army generator for a sum of money. And everyone tried to bring a parafin
lamp or candle in order to pass through the dark corridor.

Beyond the second door a broad staircase lead to the large prayer hall. On either side
of the stairs were two large built-in wall heaters where a wood fire kept the entire
synagogue warm. On the side was a large table and a book case for study. Sometimes
people would sit around and tell stories. The right hand wall served as a notice board
for various announcements, such as the opening of a new “cheder”. Or private lessons
in Polish and Hebrew in such and such a place. Or on such and such a day a
“shaliach” will be coming from Israel to speak... etc. On the eastern wall was the Holy
Ark in all its splendour, beautifully decorated with carvings. And, naturally, inside
were the books of the Torah. On the holidays, Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, the
Cohens would line up on either side of the Ark in their wide white shirts, tallits on
their heads, and they would raise their hands above their heads and give the blessing
of the Cohens.

In the center of the Synagogue was a small stage with three steps on either side and a
small rail. On holidays the chazan would read the torah and people would be called
up to participate and contribute to national funds such as Keren Kayemet or Keren
Hayesod or any other purpose.
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The second home

In time we moved to live in a rented apartment in Yitzhak Fingerhot’s house in the
craftsmen’s district. Craftsmen such as tailors, shoe-makers, butchers, etc. lived there.
Not only they, but respected members of the community, like Rabbi Zvi Yehuda
Rabinowitz, the slaughterer Zvi Hershel Rotenburg with his pleasant family, the
teacher Haim Mandel German, and others.

To this day it isn’t clear why that area was known as the craftsmen’s district. Anyone
who lived there and knew the inhabitants of the town, knows that craftsmen never
lived apart from the others. Someone must have used the term, passed it on, and it
stuck.

One day, the craftsmen decided to establish their own organization called the
“Craftsmen Organization” in order to protect their interests. This was not directed at
capitalist opportunists - for in Hoshze there weren’t any - but against the Polish
government decree that all craftsmen were obliged to pass an examination and receive
a diploma. Whoever failed could no longer work at his trade or receive a work
permit. The big question was where, and with whom, Hoshze people could study in
an organized and modern fashion.

In time, the organization established an aid fund. They gave loans with easy
conditions for those who applied. And towards Pesach, they even bought an oven for
making matzot in order to create work for the unemployed. Naturally, they also gave
out matzot free of charge to the needy.

Settling in socially

After a time we moved to another rented apartment, this time in a busy interesting
area. All the synagogues were situated here and the religious and secular Jewish
community gathered here to run community affairs.

The landlord was Yitzhak Yaguda, a Middle-aged man who suffered from an eye
disease and impatience. He was sometimes known as blind Yitzhak. His house, our
new home, was built on a small hill sloping steeply to the north, according to a plan
that served the interests of the tenants, and the style of the day.

In front the foundations of the house were sunk into the earth, but, at the back,
columns supported the floor. There were two entrances, one in front and one at the
back. Inside there were a number of small rooms, a large “drawing room”, kitchen,
and a big stove for baking and heating that we called “Pitz” (see my late mother’s
description), and a large storeroom for tools or simply a workroom.

We lived in one wing and the landlord in the other. The back door faced the row of
crowded Jewish houses, next to them the mikveh, and the well with its pump. Water
was pumped by hand into buckets hung from a pole resting on the shoulder and
borne off to its destination.
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MY FATHER HOME:
SEVEN HOUSES

My father’s heritage

My father David, may he rest in peace, was of medium height. A beautiful black
beard covered his chin and his face was tanned from working all week long in the
burning sun while he covered roofs with large, flat, rectangular sheets of silver-
painted tin.

His hands were quick and able to perform any work or craft necessary for earning a
living or pursuing a hobby. Formally he had two trades, he was a painter and
tinsmith. He painted doors, windows, furniture, toys, and various wooden tools, even
the border signposts between Soviet Russia and Poland. My father and brothers
painted them red and white, the colours of the Polish flag. 1 don’t know who taught
him to paint, my grandfather perhaps? Or he might have learned it during his youth?
The fact is, he knew how to mix colours successfully and create the colour required
by a client.

Father preferred working with tin. He saw it as a work of art that demanded
meticulous planning proficiency and perfect design. Father had one standard model
for covering roof with tin. The important thing was that water should’t leak into a
house. He used to decorate the gutters and water pipes. He would shape the top of
the pipe in a wide cone and decorate it with fine, shining tin so that the front of the
house would look attractive.

Towards Hanuka, he would prepare a number of Hanuka candle holders from tin,
and, towards Purim, a number of fine rattles with cogs and a hard “tongue” for
hitting the wicked Haman.

Father also made household utensils such as containers for boiling water, tea pots,
washing boards with wavy surfaces, and many more things besides. Everything was
sold and for a good price.

Settling in .

My parents, David and Raisel Opter, were a family of four when they came to live in
Hoshze. There were two of them, a three year old child, and the fourth was my
maternal grandmother, Hansze. They took lodgings in the house of Rabbi Israel
Roisman (see house map no 25), or, in Yiddish, Rebbe Srulik Moshe Bauers. Rabbi
Israelik was one of the most accepted and respected people in the town, being both
meticulous and diligent.

At first he ran a “cheder” of a high standard, but not everyone was accepted there.
Only the outstanding and the diligent earned the right to study Torah with him. In
time he established a shop which he gave to his family to run. He himself studied in
the synagogue. But he also took an interest in public and Zionist affairs. He was
occasionally chairman of Keren Hayesod, that dealt with raising funds for buying
tools and creating an economic basis for Jewish settlers in israel. And the
contributions from Hoshze indeed increased, also due to the influence of Rabbi
Israelik.

His house was big and spacious, I don’t know how many rooms were rented there.
But I know that later on a factory for bottling soda was established in the house. The
little equipment they had was primitive. The bottles were made of glass, and these
would often break while being washed in wooden or tin tubs. This caused large sores
on the hands of the workers. In this house most of David and Raisel’s children were
born and Savta Hanshze died there.
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The candle lighting in the kibbutz’s dining room was initiated by a veteran kibbutz
member who insisted that candles be lit every Shabbos eve. Our handsome specious
dining room is used for most of the kibbutz’s cultural and social activities. It has
three doorways. The memebers of kibbutz use the two wider doors to enter and leave
the dining area. The third narrow doorway faces the main entrance and has a very
wide stainless steel threshold which has a number of uses. Photographs and paintings
are hung there and vases with flowers stand there. Every Shabbos evening a small
white mantle embroidered with Shabbos symbols in the center of which are the
words, Shabbot Shalom, in red letters is hung on this threshold. A small table
covered with a white table cloth stands next to the mantle. A large braided chalah lies
on this table. Two beautiful candlestick holdrs are placed next to the chalah. The
candlestick holders were a gift to the kibbuts from the Buchheim family who live in
the United States and whose daughters and grandchildren were educated and live on
the kibbutz.

The Shabbos candles are lit in these candlestick holders. Food wagons loaded with a
variety of tasty foods for the Shabbos meal stand close by. Anyone entering the
-dining room on Shabbos evening through the main entrance can not avoid seeing and
pondering upon the Shabbos candles. There are those who stand next to them for a
few moments. There are those who, after dinner, approach the table and break off
pieces of the fresh and tasty chalah which tempts every passer by. All of the requests
and pleading of those in-charge not to eat the chalah until after the Shabbos candles
are lit are to no avail. Apparently, this habit of tasting the chalah before the Shabbos
candles are lit is a remnant from the past.

The kibbutz has always tried to find appropriate expression of the Shabbos and other
beautiful national symbols. Actually, the kibbutz eloquently celebrates such jewish
holidays as: Passover - the holiday of freedom with the seder; Shavuot - the holiday
of reaping the grain; and the holiday of Succot - the holiday of harvesting the fruit.
The problem has always been how to celebrate these occasions in a manner befitting
the modern era. These celebrations were not necessarily a part of a religious
establishment. The kibbutz also advocates freedom of religion and conscience.
Symbols have value and the customs and ceremonies of the holidays have meaning.

I greatly loved my mother’s Shabbos candles and I loved watching her light them
every Shabbos. To my great sorrow, many years have past since 1 was last able to
observe this moving ceremony. One day, my mother carried her two large baskets of
buns to sell them in the market. She caught a cold and came down with influenza.
There was little medicine and the little that there was did not help. The wonder oven
the pits, also did not help. Towards the end of Chanukah, the first of Tevet, 5692, the
eleventh of December, 1931, my mother died in Hoshtse at the young age of 48.
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Perhaps, 1 also love the Shabbos candles because of the memories with which they
are associated. My mother would often say, “The almighty was wise to give Israel the
Shabbos with its repose and tranquility.” On Thursday, my mother would already be
busy buying the necessities for Shabbos; fish, meat, chalah, wine, and Shabbos
candles, so that on Shabbos nothing would be missing. Quite ahead of time, she
thoroughly cleaned the house, scoured the kitchen utensils, polished the candle sticks,

~and made every effort to complete her labors by Friday afternoon. She always

succeeded in completing her Shabbos eve tasks despite the fatigue that accumulated
from her weekday labor. On the Sabbos eve, she would wash all of her children and
brush their hair. She would dress them in especiall pretty clothing. She would also
preapre clean and attractive clothes for the adult members of the family. She would
put my father’s Shabbos clothes in a special place. My father’s Shabbos shirts were
always snow white. When he would finish going to the synagogue. You will be with
respectable people. It’s Shabbos today. You have to dress neatly.

As in every other house in Hostse, the white and blue Keren Kayemet charity box
was considered one of our especially important possessions. It always hung in a
prominent place so that one could always drop a few coins in it. We believed with our
whole hearts that with the money in the blue and white, we would redeem our land
acre by acre, one clod of earth after another. Therefore, we were accustomed to drop
a few coins in the box every Friday afternoon just before we would light the candles.
In order not to forget, my mother would place the coins on the box long before the
candles had to be lit. When the appointed time arrived, my mother in her pretty
Shabbos clothes would approach the blue and white charity box and drop the coins
into the box. As a child, I would watch her from a distance, wondering whether she

would forget to put the coins into the blue and white box. However, my mother never
forgot.

My mother would turn away from the blue and white charity box and approach the
Shabbos candleabra with great importance. She covered her head with a pretty scarf,
lit the candles with the appropriate blessings, and said, “Gut Shabbos.”

This impressive ceremony has remained deep in my heart up until the present. Even
today, I take out my phonograph which I keep in a wooden box with a grey cloth
cover. I listen attentively to the Yiddish song, Mahne Moytir’s Shabbos licht.

Shabbos Candles in Kibbutz Galon

In my kibbutz, Galon, Shabbos candles are lit Friday afternoon before sundown. The
decision to light Shabbos candles was never made by any of the official institutions of
the kibbutz. However, no one ever protested against this traditional ceremony. Quite
to the contrary, everyone accepts this practice as a natural part of kibbutz life. No
blessing is recited when the candles are lit, although in kindergarten and the first
years of elementary school, the children are provided with an opportunity to learn the
traditional religious customs so that when they visit the homes of religious Jews or
religious communities or come in contact with religious youth, they will understand
and appreciate their hosts” way of life.
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buns were sold, these efforts would be crowned with success and profit. However, a
poor day at the market would mean that all of these efforts were wasted and would
produce headache and dispair.

At the end of the market day, when we would ask mother about the aoutcome of her
sales, she would answer, at best, “Good! Next week should be as good.” At worst, she
would say, “Market day-in heaven, there was a market day.” From the latter
response, we understood that here on earth, there was no market day and, obviously,
things had not gone well.

Once, my sister, Golda, returned home for a short visit from the Klosobah Collective
where she was being trained to settle in Israel. This visit fell on the days that were set
aside to prepare for market day. Golda was a young, healthy, and energetic pioneer.
Her experience with hard work on the training collective had prepared her to help
mother with the baking and marketing of the buns. After reviewing mother’s plan of
action, she purchased the flour and had it delivered. She poured the water, kneaded
the dough, cleaned, and lit the oven. That day’s baking was successful. Golda filled
the sacks and took them to the market. Hapilly, that market day had drawn a large
crowd. The demand for the buns was greater than the supply. Everyone was sold at a
good price. Afterwards, mother and Golda sat, drank hot tea, and counted the
earnings. When the earnings were accounted for, mother set aside one sum to pay
back loans and a second sum to cover future expenses. | sat at their side and listened
to their conversation. Golda asked mother, “What will you do with the remaining
money?” Mother answered, joyously, “With this, I'll be able to prepare Shabbos...”
Actually, she said in Yiddish, “Mit dem vel ich kanen areyn nemen dem Shabbos.’
This was my mother’s way.

My Mother’s Shabbos Candles

I never thought of Shabbos in religious terms of sanctity although life in our home
was lead according to tradition and I had studied the erudite holy writings when I
was young. Furthermore, 1 had come to identify with the international socialist
ideology of the branch of the secular Hashomer which I attended and had been
educated to take part in the revolt of the younger generation against the older and to
fulfill the secular motto, “No dieties, no Kings, no Heroes.” Perhaps, this secular
ideology arose from the October revolution that overwhelmed the ancient regime of
Russia and promised to bring with it national and social freedom for all, equality,
and the end of class warfare and the exploitation of the worker. To these lofty ideals,
we added our platform of socialist zionism. Perhaps, this secularism was the product
of the historical fact that in almost all lands and in almost all eras, religious leaders
joined forces with dark regimes of exploitation.

1l

Despite all of this, I loved the Shabbos that was celebrated by my Shomer Hatzair
group and the custom of lighting Shabbos candles. The voice of Tsvi G., the excellent
group leader from kibbutz Eyn Hashofet, still everberates in my ears. During one of
the Shomer Hatzair’s summer conferences either in Novostev or Strostev, Tsvi ran
around in a leather jacket that barely reached the top of his shorts and shouted
during the Shabbos assembly, “We left our homes, our parents, Shabbos with the
Shabbos pudding and noodles, and we came here to celebrate another kind of
Shabbos, a Shabbos for young people, a Shabbos of labor, a Shabbos of creativity.”
At the end of his speech, he would wave his hand energetically and begin to sing, “To
my homeland, you brought me over the waves and foams of the sea.” We would all
continue to sing together with him. We also sang, “You gave the Worker a Day of
Rest.”
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Under these conditions, baking buns for market day was difficult and complicated
work. Everything was done by hand without the appropriate modern equipment.
More than anything, we had to calculate and plan each step in the process in detail. A
few days before market day, my mother would begin to worry. She would ask my
father, “Where and how much flour to buy? Would the miller give flour on credit?
For how long?” Everything was estimated intuitively, according to an emotional
judgement of the chances for making a profit and the risks of a loss. On the one
hand, if a great deal was prepared and little sold, money would be lost and the
expenses might not even be covered. On the other hand, if we preapred little when we
could have sold a great deal, not only would we lose an apportunity to make a profit,
but we would also experience disappointment. When every penny had to be saved in
case of a financial loss on market day, bringing flour from the store to the house was
a problem. All of these problems together with others caused my mother headaches
and tension.

Despite everything, my mother revealed a great deal of initiative. She would buy the
flour, arrange to have it delivered, empty the sacks into the wooden tub, and pour the
water. Then, she would put on a long apron, roll-up her sleeves, ball her hands into
fists, and push and knead the dough against the sides and bottom of the tub. She
performed all of these tasks while standing. Her body, arms, legs, and 248 organs
became an “electric” mixer powered by the energy in her heart to earn the few zlotys
necessary to support her children. She would change hands when one hand became
tires. Her face would perspire and, sometimes, I would hear her sigh and utter a deep
“oy”. This sight would penetrate to my bones. I pitied her and worried abotu her. Her
labors caused me pain. | wanted to help but a small, pale, and weak boy could
provide little assistance. When 1 became older and studied the poems of Bialik,
especailly his poem, “MY Song”, my mother’s pretty, noble, and tired image
appeared before me.

After the dough was kneaded and the buns were given their final shape, the job was
not yet completed. The miracle oven had to be prepared in order to make use of its
advantages. Since the oven burned pieces of wood and small branches, it would be
covered with soot and had to be cleaned before it was used to bake the buns. We
would take the paddle that we used to take the buns out of the oven and tie a wet rag
on the flat end and scrub the oven until it was spotless. Then, it had to be heated to
the exact temperature for baking the buns. If it wasn’t hot enough, the buns would
only be partially baked and no one would buy any. If it was too hot, the buns would
be burned and our total investment would be lost. One had to have an experienced
eye to solve this problem. the oven door had to opened carefully so that no one was
hurt by the hot steam of air that flowed out of its opening. The oven’s flames were
examined by standing at a 45 degree angle from one side of its opening and
scrutinizing them and, then, shifting to a 45 degree angle at the opposite side and
subjecting the inside to the same careful reviews. Finally, a decision had to be reached
as to whether the oven had reached the appropriate temperature. If you were not
careful and stepped outside for a breath of fresh air too quickly, you ran the risk of
catching a cold and coming down with an illness, the final course of which was
unpredictable.

After the task of baking was completed, my mother would fill two large heavy
baskets with the buns and carry them off to the market. The consequences of all the
effort that was invested in baking the buns were shrouded with uncertainty. If all the
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tightly packed oven baked bricks with a massive clay base. Its ceiling was arch
shaped. It was heated with wood which, according to the maxim, “one who prepares
on the eve of Shabat eats on Shabat”, was gathered all during the summer for use in
the winter. The oven was placed between the outer wall of the house and the center of
the living room. The hight flat rectangular area between the oven and the outer wall
was called the upper oven, the “pits”. This second story was used to heal the sick. No
one could stand upright on the “pits”. However, two to three persons were able to
rest or sleep in this warm and pleasant place at one time. If any of the family would
become ill, come down with a cold or a backache, my mother would immediately
send him or her to the “pits” with a cup of hot tea and lemon. When things were
normal, the children would play there. Since our family was large and our house was
small, having a place where the children could play safely relieved my mother from
quite a bit of worry. The oven’s second function is self evident. We would simply light
the oven and the house would be warm. All that was required for the oven to fulfill
its third function of baking bread, buns, and matzot was to light it and to maintain
the proper temperature. My mother knew how to make efficient use of the oven’s
advantages.

My Mother’s Good Friends

My mother had good friends in Hoshtse who proved their friendship in times of
happiness and in times of sorrow. Ester Sternberg, the wife of Natan Sternberg and
the mother of Yehudit Peres and mother-in-law of Zalman Peres was a kind hearted
woman who was one of my mother’s good friends. The house of Ester Rivka and
Natan Sternberg was about 10 meters from our house. They owned their house
whereas we rented our house. Although the socio-economic distance between the two
hoseholds was great, from the point of view of human and social relations, there was
no distance of all. The family Sternberg owned a business which they ran from their
large and handsome house.

A flat area led up to the Sternberg’s house. There were a number of broad steps in
front of the flat area. If you climbed these steps and passed this flat area, you would
arrive at the impressive entrance to the Sternberg’s house. The family’s salesroom was
beyond this entrance. This salesroom was in front of the family’s apartments.

My mother, when pursuing her daily errands, was accustomed to visit their home just
to exchange greetings or to clarify a problem. The two good friends often would
discuss private matters. As a child, I frequently would accompany my mother when
she paid these social calls and would be present during the two friends’ talks. One
evening, after we had been admitted to the Sternberg’s house and my mother had
begun one of her confidential talks with Ester Rivkah, my mother said to me,
“Chaninah, go outside and check to see if it is raining.” When I returned, the two
friends ended their conversation and took leave of each other with a smile and
handshake. Even then, these events whetted my curiosity. Who know, but this and
other conversations helped us operate our miracle oven, the pits, and to prepare it for
market day.

Market day in Hoshtse was well known in the whole area. A day before, especially in
the morning, villagers and those that lived in the neighboring towns of Memzirits,
Korts, Totsin, and Ostrog would already begin to pour into our town to grab a lot
and to set-up a stand. They all came to buy and sell. On market day, horses and other
animals, hats and boots, candy and cake, toys, needles, thread, and buttons were all
among the items that were available.
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The Children of Reyzel and David Ofter from Hoshtse

Since my brother, Zev, came to Israel in 1933, five of my brothers and sisters
succeeded in immigrating to Israel. These are the named of my brothers and sisters
and of their wives and husbands:

. Zev-Vahva and Hinde Avitar-Ofter who lived in Tel Aviv

2. Yakov Ofter who died and is buried in Hoshtse

3. Pinchas and Breydel Ofter who lived in Kostobol and were killed in the holocaust
4. Golda and Shemuel Yahri who live on Kibbutz Yagur

5. Pesyah and Aynshel Kalpets who live in Haifa

6. Chaninah and Leahke Tadir-Ofter who live on kibbutz Gal-On

7. Dov-Bertsik Ofter who died as a result of a work accident and is burried on
kibbutz Yagur

8. Chantse-Chanah Ofter was in an orphanage in Rovneh and Dovneh in Poland and
in the Soviet Union

I, Chaninah, the sixth son, have been destined to see the difficult times that beset my
mother and the rest of my family.

An Alternate Livelihood

Obviously, we like and quickly become accustomed to comfort and well-being and
dislike and reject, sometimes by means of long and difficult struggles, hardship and
impoverishment. First, my brother, Yakov, was injured and died as a result of a work
accident when he was only 21 years old. He has always helped my father with the
difficult aspects of metal work and painting. His death was a terrible shock to the
family, especially to my mother. From then on, we no longer heard her sing, tell
jokes, or laugh. Secondly, my father’s health began to deteriorate. Losing Yakov has
a devistating impact upon him. My mother had to find an alternative source of
income to sustain the family and to support the children.

For the above purpose, my mother decided to set up a bakery in her house to bake
buns, called bilkes in Yiddish, and to sell them on market day, Tuesday or
Wednesday. She made every effort to bake buns that were both tasty and attractive
so as to increase her sales.

Every manufacturer and consumer who is involved with buying and selling knows,
even if he or she did not study marketing that there are such problems as the quality,
price, and variety of the merchandise. Thus, if someone goes shopping for an oven,
the salesperson will ask about its purpose and size. An oven can be used to heat a
house, a hen coop, or an incubator. Sometimes, the buyer will be asked about the
amount of money alloted for the purchase. Then, variety will be discussed. The
merchant describes at great length the advantages and good qualities of the oven that
he or she suggests that the buyer purchase.

There was an oven in our house. Its advantages were that, in winter, it was able to
fulfill simultaneously three functions. It healed the sick, warmed the house, and
baked bread, buns, and matzot. The oven was large and constructed from small,
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My mother sang Mawtele, Hawben Mir An Nigendal, Di Grinah Kozina, and
Chanalah, Nachumlah, Reyzelah. My mother especially loved the song Reyzelah. She
would sing it when she was mending clothing or ironing the bed cloths and the table
cloth.

There was a long table in our house which my mother would cover with a thin
blanket. Across this blanket covered table, she would push and pull a heavy and hot
iron filled with burning coals, right, left, right, left. Usually, she would sing Reyzelah
outloud. She would emphasize the words, “David to Reyzelah™ Once, when she
finished singing, 1 went to her and said, “mother, did you also sew a T’phelin bag for
father? Did you also embroider a star of David on the bag?” Mother stroked my head
ans said, “certainly™. I was happy.

My Stereo System or the Button before the Shirt

Many years passed. The war and the Holocaust ended. My sister, Pesyah, her
husband, Aynshel Kalpatz, and their three daughters, Shoshanah (named in memory
of my mother), Tziporah, and Dina luckily survived and succeeded in immigrating to
Israel. They lived in a small abandoned house in Haifa without indoor plumbing and
normal and serviceable doors and windows. It reminded me of the houses that we
lived in Hoshtse.

I came for a visit. My sister was happy and suddenly jumped up and said, “Chaninah,
Chaninah, come to hear something”. 1 followed her to a neighbor’s house. New
immigrants lived thre in the same poor conditions as my sister. However, a
gramophone with a large horn shaped speaker stood on a table in the corner of a
room. A loud Yiddish song poured out of this gramophone. Theodore Bikel was
singing:

“Yachnah Divushah geyt in mark

Hahlt zuch shtahrk aynpahkin

Zi vill oyf Purim koyfin meyl

Hamantashin bahkin”.

We burst out laughing and were also moved. This song returned me to my house in
Hoshtse and | decided to by the record, but my financial condition in the kibbutz was
dificult. The yearly allowance for each kibbutz member was only some ten grushen.
After sometimes, 1 saved enough to buy the record.

When | again visited my sister, I told her that [ has bought the record. My sister
asked, “and you have a phonograph?” I answered sadly, “no”. “So what,” she said,
“you bought the button before the shirt.” “No matter,” I said, consoling myself,
“today, there’s the record; tomorrow, there’ll be the phonograph™.

[ waited again a coupple of years and each year, I saved a little from my vacation
allowance. However, the mgney wasn’t sufficient. Then, another problem arose. The
kibbutz decided that its members were not to have private possessions and, at that
time, a phonograph in a kibbutz member’s house considered private property.

Without losing hope, | again waited. The kibbutz’s decision was annulled when it
declared a phonograph not to be private property when bought with money from a
member’s personal budget. As a consequence of that decision, I bought a phonograph
for 350 Israeli pounds and paid for it on an installment plan. Enclosed in a simple
wooden frame and covered with gray clothe, this trustworthy phonograph plays for
me the yiddish songs that my mother sang. This is the only stereo system that [ have
and it is the only stereo system that I will ever have.
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A straightforward, Honest and Simple Love

By accident, I learned that my mother and father’s marriage was the result of a
straightforward, honest and simple love. My father courted my mother for a long
time until she finally consented to marry him. This kind of courtship and marriage
did not correspond to the accepted custom of having the rebbe or an expert
matchmaker choose a giroom for the bride, who would have to accept the man to
whom she was given. In addition, the bride was traditionally expected to provide a
dowery, the price of which was not always within her means. Neither the rebbe nor
the matchmaker worked for nothing and one had almost to uncover a treasure to pay
for arranging a marriage.

I never knew much about my mother’s roots. Often I heard that she came from Chad.
Where was Chad? What was its geopolitical and economic condition? Who lived
there? How did they treat the Jews? How did my mother come to be there? No one
could answer these questions. Today, the social science encyclopedia, volume four,
page 895 informs us that Chad is an African republic that once belonged to France.
Libya is along side its northern border, Sudan is to its east, while the Central
Republic of Africa forms its souther border. Camroon and Nigeria are on its western
border. Its area is 1,284 square kilometers and it is populated by three million persons
who speak Arabic and French, and support themselves from agriculture by raising
wheat, rice, cotton, and peanuts. Nothing is mentioned about the Jewish community.
Therefore, | wonder where this other Chad is and how my mother and father met and
became acquainted in the Russian-Polish town of Ostrog. Although they later moved
to Hoshtze, they fell in love and married in Ostrog. There are no, accepted answers to
these questions.

As everyone knows, love has no boundaries and limits. Every love has its own laws
and signs. There are temporary loves and there are permanent loves. There are loves
at first sight and there are loves at fifth sight. Some loves begin with great
expectations and end in disappointment. There is a love that begins with

_disappointment and ends with marriage and a life of happiness, and such was the love
of my parents. My mother appreciated my father’s love and conduct, and abundantly
returned his love. The children began to arrive until there were eight. All sensed their
parents’ love and concern, and grew up as part of a warm family.

Songs my Mother Sang

Song is said to be an expression of the era and of the society, of the imagination and
of the reality. In every place and in every generation, people sang songs. Today, as in
the past, people sing songs.

My mother knew how to sing and loved to sing. Sometimes, she would sing outloud.
Then, as today, there were secular songs and holy songs, joyous songs and sad songs,
songs of laughter and songs of tears, songs of love and songs of disappointment. My
mother would sing songs of Bialik, Tschernikovsky, Manger, and Meltzer and she
especially loved Guirtig’s songs.

My mother probably did not have an opportunity to read and to become acquainted
with the biography of the famous poet, Mordechai Guirtig, the carpenter of Cracow
who expressed vividly and successfully the experience and life of the Jews of the
diaspora and who wrote in 1938 before the horrible holocaust the famous poem, “The
Burning Village”. To our great sorrow, Guirtig was shot in 1942 by the Nazis on the
way to an extermination camp.
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IN REBBE MEIR TABATCHNICKS CHEDER

I still remember when I was six years old. My mother bathed, combed, and dressed
me in new clothes. She took my hand and brought me to Rebbe Meir Tabatchnik’s
Cheder. With pride, she said, “Rebbe, please teach my son Torah”.

Rebbe Meir was a good and dillegent man. He would sit with his students all day,
and teach them the Aleph-Bet, Bible, and Rashi. His method of teaching was to call
out in a loud voice, “Aleph” — and the whole class would yell after him, “Aleph™ He
would say “Beth”, and the whole class would yell, “Beth”. Only boys attended the
Cheder, and subjects were taught according to their age and understanding.

The classroom in his house was rectangular. A wooden table stood in the middle of
the room. Along the two sides of the table, two simple benches were placed. Rebbe
Meir sat on a comfortable chair at the head of the table and taught Torah to the
Children of Israel. His “secret weapon” was a long ruler that lay in the middle of the
table. Rebbe Meir was strong, forceful, and broad-shouldered. He wore a broad
black yarmulke, and has a full beard. For a number of years, he had served the Czar
as a soldier in the Russian Army.

Although Rebbe Meir ruled the Cheder with a strong hand, his pupils, as small and
weak as they were, did not sit quietly and serenely. A number of them always
disrupted the studies while others enjoyed kicking each other under the table. When
the Rebbe became aware of the disturbances, he would immediately make use of his
“weapon”, the ruler. Since he didn’t always know who was guilty and who had begun
the disturbance, he had a “just” solution. He would dispense the gift of his ruler to all
of his pupils, and thus maintain equality and justice in the classroom.

Due to the long hours of sitting and studying, Rebbe Meir was accustomed to stand
beside his grand chair from time to time. An infant, a toddler, was underfoot in the
rebbe’s house. One time, he moved the Rebbe’s chair. The Rebbe, who was unaware
of his small son’s movements, suddenly became tired and tried to sit down. He tried
and tried until he fell, and lay stretched out the full length of the Cheder. We were
afraid to laugh aloud, so we laughed to ourselves, and to keep the record straight,
some of us were pleased by the whole affair.

When we were older, we progressed and began to study the Pentatuch, the stories of
the Bible. The didactic method remained reading aloud according to a particular
singsong melody. The rebbe would say a word in Hebrew and then repeat it in
Yiddish, “Vah’ Yomar-Hawt Gazawght Digot. Levney Yisrael-Tsu Diyidden Ahzoi”.
In this way, our studies continued.

The rebbe sitted those who required special attention next to him. For these pupils,
he would use his long pointer to point to each of the words. My mother enjoyed
visiting him and asking him how well I was absorbing the material and if I sat quietly
and learned. When she received a positive answer, she would be happy. After a while,
my mother also enrolled me in the Polish public school, the Povshachna School. This
occasion also made my mother happy. However, the public school was a completely
different story.
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MY MOTHER, SHOSHANA OF BLESSED MEMORY

My mother’s name was Shoshana. In Yiddish, she was called “Reyzel”, but my
grandfather and grandmother used the diminutive, “Reyzelah™. My grandmother,
whose name was Chana, was called “Chantseh”. My grandfather was called
Avraham, and my father’s name was David.

In Russian, the name of the parent’s family was Gufter. Since Russian lacks the
consonant, H. in Polish, our name became Ofter. My older brother who lived in Tel
Aviv, used the name, After, until the death of his son during the Six Day War. In
memory of his son Yankele, who fell in the battle for jenin, and in keeping with his
family name, he again changed his name to Aviyatar. During the War of
Independence, when [ fought as a soldier in the Israel Defence Forces, I decided to
change my name to Tadir. This is the Hebrew translation of name, After. This
decision was influenced by the Prime Minister and Mipister of Defence, David Ben-
Gurion. He had recommended that Israeli citizens adopt Hebrew family names.
“Your name in Israel should be hebrew”, was a natural process extending from the
Jewish tradition of the Diaspora to the establishment of the State of Israel.

I never saw or spoke to my grandparents. My parents were always occupied
supporting the family, economically. I became an orphan at the age of twelve, and
never has the oppurtunity to ask them about my grandparents. After the Second
World War, I began to research my family’s past in order to construct the family tree,
A Tree and its Roots. As a consequence of these efforts, 1 discovered our wonderful
family. They included Hanah and Herman Rozenbaum and their children; Chuck &
Ruth Verman and their children in the United States. I also discovered the names of
my grandparents, and a number of details concering their lives. *

Towards the end of my older brother’s life, my belief in the historical importance of
the Hebrew name was strenghtened. “You should know Chanina”, he said, “I have
two names, Zev and Avraham. They are in the name of our both grandfathers, our
mother’s and father’s fathers”. He then added, “You were acquainted with the
difficult economic conditions of our family. However, there were good years, and the
essentials were always available in our houses”. His gravestone also confirmed his
words. The inscription on the stone began with the name, Zev Avraham. Thus,
naming children after deceased members of their family served to immortalize the
family lineage.

My mother was a tall, quiet, and modest woman. Her efforts were always focused on
helping my father sustain and decently support her children, (whom she reffered to as
her “chicks”). She helped to educate them straight-forwardly towards Torah, work,
and good deeds.
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The songs

The Heart

Meeting

Songs of Zion

Lamentations of the Country
There was another Zion

A fallen Crown

They will flow on with the Stream of Life
Stiflet Words

Sorrow

To War

Glorious Perfection

[ Will Never Forget You
Disappointment

Welcome

My Blessing

As a Consequence of Your Arrival
Aliya

Yearning

Anniversary Song

Strength

Winter’s Message

Spring

To My Country

On Watch

“From the Small Town of Hoshtse to the Beautiful Land of israel”

In the beginning, my father and mother lived in the city of Ostrog. In 1903, my father
married my mother. As a young couple, they wished to establish their home
according to their own standards and to live economically and socially independent
lives. Ostrog had many tinsmiths whereas Hoshtse had none. Therefore, they decided
to move to the town of Hoshtse in the region of Vohlen.
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It is a pleasant obligation to thank individuals and institutions who have helped me,
the many friends of my youth and later periods, whether verbally or in writing, with
design, graphics, photography or in any other way.

I am grateful to my friend Uri Klugman, my musical advisor, who spent a great deal
of time writing the music for the songs my mother sang in Yiddish, as well as the
songs we all sang in the youth movement, and sometimes only according to the
memories and poems of the writer.

I am especially grateful to Dr. Shlomo Kravitz of the Bar Ilan University for a
successful translation into English.

I am especially grateful to my friend Asher Shofet, member of Kibbutz Negba, writer
and poet, teacher and youth leader, fighter and nurse in battle, who wrote, typed, and
delivered the Negba magazine to army posts during ceasefires.

I'am grateful for the translation of the poems into Yiddish, for a successful proof-
reading, and for the time he spent with great generosity in addition to advice,
guidance and important help given at all times.

A pleasant reading, with respect,
G,
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But most popular was Haim Nachman Bialik. His poems were read and sang thirstily,
from the first one, “To the Bird”, to the great works: “The Constant”, “Dead of the
Desert™, “The Scroll of Fire™, “In the Town of Killing”, and others. His poems
touched the hearts and expectations of the youth. The poem “Fortify” was choosen as
the movement hymn.

During this time youth saw Bialik as the Father of poetry and the writing of poetry,
and his influence over poetry was great. There was little knowledge of the genres, the
difference between epic, lyrical, or dramatic poetry. And despite that, they wrote. To
our sorrow this wonderful little town was destroyed in Hitler’s holocaust, and one
thousand and fifteen Jews were murdered in the Simenov wood near Hoshze.

And the poems and prose written here constitute a memorial for those there, who
acted and created and, who, to our sorrow are not with us here. But, for us, it is
significant and satisfying that we came and have the privilage of living in the
independent State of Israel and realizing our ambitions. And if there are mistakes and
defects on the edge of society, the light is brighter than the shadow by far.

And should the question be asked: Why “Pain and Dream™ Since when? The answer
is: Pain that we were in the diaspora, we drank the cup of poison to its dregs,
individually, as a people, and as Jews, and most of our people were killed there.

Dream: Because we dreamed of reaching Israel, gathering in exiles, building a new
society, one more just, more equal, and of being a nation that worked the land and
lived by its own labor. Since when has this been the name? Ever since the poems were
written with pen and ink in a simple exercise book. And on the first page, in a
“graphic” form, were ‘written the words “Pain and Dream™ without even knowing if
they’d ever appear in print.

Most of the poems express various personal situations and public events that
happened there and which gave joy and satisfaction.

The prose and poems begin from my father and grandfather’s house through the
dynasty onwards, but whoever reads it all will find the roots of many families who
lived there and gave a lot to the life of the town. The kind of stories according to
subjects like “Mother’s Shabat Candles and the Blue Box™, and “Shabat Candles on
Kibbutz Galon™, or “Seder Night in Father’s House™, (there), and Passover Seder at
Kibbutz Galon™ (here) constitute faithful and important roots for our children, from
the viewpoint of our life with all its light and shadow.

During the past years this text was submitted for printing twice, and returned to the
drawer for Jack of means. The third time, because of the sad event of the death of the
poet’s wife, a mother and gandmother, Leah’keh Tadir, and the publication of a
memorial book, it was postponed again. Technically,” the book “Leah’keh
Tadir/Eternal Wave in her Memory™ appeared before “Pain and Dream™ though
historically the latter is the first book, the former being the continuation of the
dynasty and the events. Despite all, “Pain and Dream” has also been published and
here it is in your hand.
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PREFACE

Dear Reader,

First of all, “Pain and Dream”, the poems in your hand, were written by a youth fifty
five years ago. In the little town of Hoshze, a part of Wohlin in Poland, today Russia
prior to the first World War. There were one thousand two hundred inhabitants, one
hundred and fifty houses, and a strong ring of Ukraine villages surrounding it on all
sides. The Polish government, preceded by the Russians, mnever bothered to develop
the town in east Poland and supply the inhabitants with services, although they paid
high taxes to the city council and the state. In those days there was no electricity in
the town (except for the army) and no organised water supply, no roads and no
pavements, no buses or trains, no telephones, and obviously no television. They
travelled in and beyond the town in horse drawn carts, they drew water by hand and
carried it on poles on their shoulders. They had wood or parafin fires, and when it
rained everyone sank into the mud and the puddles. For light they had candles or
parafin lamps. In the small hours of the morning, in this light, the poems were
written: The Heart, Winter’s Message, Spring, Songs of Zion, Love, Motion etc.
(Apart from poems like To My Country, On Guard, that were written in Israel).

But in the town was a strong and well organised Jewith community, with a deep
national, Zionist-pioneer awareness. The community leaders and active members
took care of the economy, the community, and education in the town. (Das
schtataleh) For this purpose, the wealthier inhabitants contributed to funds for the
needy. The wealth will increase and the poverty will decrease... There was a
kindergarten in the town where children learned songs in Hebrew and Yiddish. In the
last years before the holocaust, an elementary school was built with funds from the
inhabitants of the town and people from overseas who used to live there. These
activities and others were in addition to those in aid of the State of Israel, volunteer
work to help the Israeli nation immigrate and build up the country.

Despite all, the “universities™ in Hoshze were: the “Cheder™, the elementary school,
and private lessons. These in fact laid the first foundations, and beside religious
study, they learned language, grammer, mathematics, but the universal subjects
lagged after religious study. Teaching methods were old fashioned, without analysis
and without thought. A boy who graduated from elementary school and who wanted
to continue in high school, was unable to because there was no high school in the
town. For this purpose he had to travel to the town of Rovena or to Vilna. Only a
few were able to do so. But having completed their studies, most of them returned to
the town to participate in the life of the community and help others.

And what school and other institutions did not give to the youth, the Shomer HaZair
provided. Here there was a library of Hebrew and Yiddish books, where they held
literary “trials”. They read the books of Doctor Herzl who envisioned the state of
Israel, Ahad Ha’am, Tchernikovsky, Shalom Esh, Zalman Snior, Ya'akov Pichman,
and others.
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In memory of my parents,

David and Raizel (Shoshanah) Ofter,

who raised and educated me
and who were not privileged
to reach the Land of Israel.
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