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DEDICATION

To the memory of my dear, unforgettable parents

upon their 53rd Yahrzeit
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Who were gassed in Auschwitz - August, 1942
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES

1) In deference to the ancient tradition of pre-war German Jewry,
Hebrew names and expressions have been transliterated using
the Ashkenazic (western European) pronunciation rather than
the more popular modern Hebrew version.

2) Foreign language proper nouns are capitalized; all other
foreign words are italicized. An English translation follows the
first appearance of every foreign word, and a glossary is
included at the end of the book for the reader's convenience.

3) Dates of birth and death follow the names of Jewish sages
whenever the information was available.

4) For ease of reference, civil dates are used. To convert to
Jewish dates (calculated since Creation):

Civil Year - 240 + 4000 : Jewish year

Example: Civil Year 1995 - 240 + 4000 = Jewish year 5755
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FORBWORD

"Ask your father

and he will tell you;

Ask your elders,
and they will explain it to you."

(Deut. 32:7)

I'tl$ )Nq,

i''t}l
it)tI
tl? rrDX':

A person's place of birth remains significant throughout his life
and even thereafter. "Birthplace" is a required item for many
important documents, from birth certificate, marriage license and

social security identification through passport and death certificate.
Whence the stress on birthplace? My revered Rebbe (rabbi),

master and mentor, Grand Rabbi kvi Yizchok Grunwaldl 1b"lt;
(of blessed memory) (1893-1980), explains:

When the Almighty directed our Patriarch Abraham to leave

his native town of Ur-Kasdim (in present day Iraq), he couched his

order in the following words:
"Go forth from your country, from your birthplace, from your

father's house, unto the land that I will show you," (Genesis

l2:l).
The Rebbe asked: Why did the Almighty not state more

simply, "Go forth to a new country?" Why the apparent
redundancy? Answered the Rebbe: Although Abraham suffered

Rabbi t evi Yizchok Grunwald, Chief Rabbi of Zehlem, was a Torah

giant and zaddik (righteous man) of immense stature. Born in Chust,

Czechoslovakia on Av 22, 5653, he passed away in Brooklyn, N.Y. on

Nissan 27 , 5740. His profound scholarship, vast knowledge and piety were

coupled with exceptional charity and humility; yet firmness in religious
principles was his credo.

After serving as spiritual leader in various European cities, he escaped

Nazi persecution in Austria to the United States. He founded Congregation

and Yeshiva Arugath Habosem, which he headed for four decades.

The Rebbe was a pioneer, introducing the most rigorous standard of
dietary laws to America and boosting other areas of religious observance.

I had the distinct privilege of his guidance and inspiration for thirty-four
years.
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persecution in his hometown, although he was thrown into a fiery
furnace from which he miraculously emerged, he was nonetheless
attached to his birthplace. And so, to ease his pain about leaving
home, the Almighty delivered the message in stages: ,,Go forth
from your country, from your birthplace, from your father's
house. "

similarly, Rabbi Moses Sofef (1763-1939) arways signed his
responsa "Moshe Sofer of Frankfurt am Main, " referring to his
native city despite his thirty-three year tenure as chief Rabbi of
Pressburg, Czechoslovakia.

The illustrious Rabbi yisroel Meir Kagan3 11g3g-t933) also
included his city of origin, Radin, after his name on the title page
of his works to demonstrate his attachment to his native town.

Furthermore, many scions of rabbinical dynasties retain their
titles as rabbis of their originar towns no matter where they
currently reside.

The same sentiments inspire this writer's pen. My family
suffered the destruction of our home, the violent plundering of our
possessions. we witnessed the horrendous crimes and wanton
desecration of our shul (synagogue) at the hands of the Germans.
At the tender age of nine, I slipped through the hungry iaws of
death, while my parents .T"r;'I were thrown into the furnaces of
Auschwitz.

Nevertheless, as an eighth generation sulzburger and a direct
descendant of the rabbis of Sulzburg, I am still nostalgic about my
place of birth, and I feel duty-bound to perpetuate thi memory of
its Jewish population, once a third of its general population and an
important influence on German Jewish life.

Establishing a memorial to this town and its institutions is one
reason for this study.

If the younger generation will learn from the mesiras nefesh

Known by the name of his work, Chasam Sofer

Renown for his chofez chaim (wo wants Life?) and, Mishnoh Bruroh,
commentary on the Code of Jewish Law.

3
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(self-sacrificing devotion) of its forbears and will follow in their
footsteps, our puqrose will have been accomplished.

Bezalel IGttn
Brooklyn, New York 5755

1995
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Historical Overview
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CHAPTER I
TRACING THE ORIGINS

fF o properly understand the anatomy of a single limb, one

I must first examine the body as a whole. Thus, before
L exploring the history of the Jews of Sulzburg, we shall

attempt to trace the origins of general German Jewry and a portion
of their cultural contributions.

Historians believe the Jewish settlement in Germany dates back
2500 years.

In his encyclopedic Seder Hadoros (The Order of the
Generations), Minsker Rabbi Yechiel Heilperin (1660-1746)
chronicles the most important events and personalities in Jewish
history from the creation of the world until 1700. This
authoritative tome was first printed in Karlsruhe, Germany in 1769
and has since enjoyed many reprints and editions.

In the l1th edition (Warsaw, \862, Vol. 1, pp. 25L-2) the
following two episodes appear, testifying to the presence of Jews
in Germany about 2400 years ago:

And it came to pass after the destruction of the First
Bais Hamikdosh (Holy Temple in Jerusalem) about 415
B.C.E. when the Jewish people settled in the city of
Worms, Germany, they were highly respected by the
government and the populace. At that time, they enjoyed
all the privileges of other citizens. The Second Temple was
about to be rebuilt, and many Jews returned from the
Babylonian Exile to Erez Yisroel (the Land of Israel). A
plea went forth to the Jews in Worms, asking them too to
come back to the Jewish homeland. However, the Jews in
Worms refused to heed this plea. They replied, "In Israel
you have the large Jerusalem, but here in Worms, we have
a small Jerusalem...."

...Since the destruction of the First Temple, there
existed in Worms a substantial Jewish community. Among
the German royalty of the time was a well established
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family by the name of "Dahlberg." One wise son in that

famity wished to travel extensively and to learn foreign

languages, among them Arabic. After much effort he

reached Jerusalem. However, the prolonged travel and

dangerous roads exhausted him, and he became seriously
ill. He had lost all the money that his father had given him.
Close to death, he lay on a heap of garbage, pleading

tearfully in German. If only someone would recognize him
or know of his aristocratic family, the youth cried, he

would certainly plty him and help him. His father would
surely reimburse and reward his savior. No one, however,

seemed to understand his language.

Finally a certain Jew comprehended the meaning of his

words. Taking pity on him, he brought him to his home,

summoned a doctor and fed and sheltered him until he had
nursed him back to health. He also gave the young

Dahlberg money. The grateful youth notified his father in
Worms of his travails and how a Jew had saved his life.
The father's joy knew no bounds, and he sent his son a
large sum of money to reward the good Jew.

Upon Dahlberg's return to Germany, his father passed

away from the strain of excitement. In his last will and

testament, he named his son the sole beneficiary of his vast

estate. He also stipulated that all future generations of the

Dahlberg famity were to deal mercifully with the Jews and
give them every possible assistance. Since that time, on
every Jewish public occasion in Worms, the Dahlberg

family provided two special guards to protect the Jews.

This tradition continued as long as the Jewish community
of Worms existed.

Many historians, Rishonim and Achronim (earlier and later

commentators) also attest to sizeable Jewish settlements in
Germany as early as the First Temple Era. Others sources support

the existence of large Jewish communities after the destruction of
the Second Temple.
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The Earliest Mention of Jews in Germany

The most ancient mention of Jews in Germany is in the Biblical
Era. Shofrin (Judges 20) relates how the Children of Israel warred
with the tribe of Binyomin (Benjamin) as punishment for the crime
it had perpetrated against a pilegesh (concubine) in the town of
Givoh. Within Rashi's commentary to 20:45 is an observation that
those Benjaminites who escaped the fighting fled Erez Yisroel and
settled in Germany.

Rabbi David Kimchia (1160-1235) discusses this episode,
citing a midrosh (Scriptural exegesis) that the 1000 men who fled
the war went to the city of Worms, as elaborated upon by Rabbi
Menachem Man Amelander in his She'eris Yisroel (Remnant of
Israe[).

The incident of the pilegesh occurred in the year 2764 after
creation (1004 B.C.E.), thus establishing the presence of Jews in
Germany some 2900 years ago.

The First Settlements

The earliest known, most significant settlements of Jews were
in the sister cities of Speyer, Worms and Mainz, known by their
acronym, Shum.

Rabbeinu Gershom Me'or Hagoloh (Light of the Exile) (960-
1040) flourished in Mainz. Rashi (Rabbi Sftlomo Yizchoki) (1040-
1105), the greatest interpreter and commentator of T'nach (Bible)
and Talmud, learned and taught in Worms, although he was born
in Troyes, France. Rashi's famed Bais Hamidrash (house of
study), his stone chair and the mikvoh (ritual bath) still stand in
Worms.

A fascinating testimony to a miracle that occurred in Worms

Rabbi David Kimchi, authoritative commentator on Nach (Prophets and
Writings), lived in France and is known by the acronym of his name,
R'dak.

4
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is the Stone Wall, known as the Kosel (Wall). According to
tradition, when Rashi's mother was expecting him, she walked
down a narrow street on her way to the shul. Suddenly, a horse
and wagon appeared, galloping at great speed, threatening to
trample her. Finding no escape route, the terrified woman pressed
herself as closely as possible against the wall. And lo and behold,
a miracle occurred. The wall gave way, allowing Rashi's mother
to huddle in the enclave until the wagon thundered past. The
resulting dent in the wall is still visible.

Gedolei Ashkenaz
The Great Sages of Germany

The spiritual giants of Germany have imprinted an indelible
mark upon Jewish life, their influence penneating all facets of
Jewish practice to this very day. Revered by the Jews of Germany,
they have also won the recognition and esteem of the broader
Jewish world. Theirs is an unbroken, golden chain of scholarship
and learning, of sterling character traits and sublime virtues.

Each generation produced its own spirinral leader, accepted by
both scholar and layman albeit without official designation or
election. A brief sampling of personalities follows:

A towering, unique figure was the aforementioned Rabbi of
Mainz, Rabbeinu Gershom ben Yehudo. He touched the life of
every European Jew by imposing a compulsory ban on polygamy.
So profound and powerful was his influence that his ruling has
been accepted down through the ages to the present time.
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The famous wall in Worms nqct to the Rashi house of study
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The Rashi Bais Harnidrash (house of study) in Vl/orms

It is believed that Rashi sat on this stone chair when he taught his disciples in
ll/orms.
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Paytonim

Many paytonim (rabbis who authored liturgical prayers) lived
in the cities of Shum. Their liturgies were incorporated into
machsorim (holiday prayer books) and are recited in synagogues
throughout the world to this very day.

Among the most outstanding paytonim was Rabbi Shimon
Hagodol (the Great) (950-1020) of Mainz, whose compositions are
recited on Rosh Hashonoh (New Year) and Yom Kippur (Day of
Atonement).

His son, Elchonon, was abducted by non-Jews as a child,
raised and educated as a non-Jew and eventually appointed Pope.

Despite his high office, despite having no knowledge of his Jewish
roots, Elchonon could find no peace of mind. As time passed, he
issued decrees against the Jews with the goal of luring a delegation
of Rabbis to visit him. When his plan succeeded, he engaged them
in discussion and before long recognized his father, Rabbi Shimon
the Great. Elchonon wholeheartedly reaccepted the Jewish faith,
sacrificed one of the most influential and powerful positions in the
world, secretly left Rome and, to his parents' delight, joined his
family in Mainz.

Unesane Tokef (kt us Tell the Holiness), perhaps the most
solemn piyut (liturgical prayer) of the High Holy Days, was
composed by Rabbi Amnon of Mainz. As related in Or Zorua (A
Light is Sown) by Isaac ben Moses of Vienna (I2OO-127O), shortly
before Rosh Hashonoh, the bishop of Mainz demanded that Rabbi
Amnon convert, offering him the Prime Ministership as an
incentive. To stall for time, Rabbi Amnon requested three days to
consider, but immediately regretted having given the impression he
might agree. When summoned after three days, he replied that his
tongue that had spoken thus should be cut out. The infuriated
bishop ordered his arms and legs to be cut off, but despite his
terrible agony, Rabbi Amnon remained steadfast in his refusal to
renounce Judaism. When Rosh Hashonoh arrived, he requested to
be carried to the synagogue where he asked the cantor to pause.

He recited Unesane Tokef and then expired from his wounds.
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Three days later, he appeared to R' Klonimos ben Meshullam (d.
1096) of Mainz and taught him the piyut, requesting that it be
incorporated into the High Holy Day prayers.

Rashi

Rashi

As mentioned above, the most authoritative meforesh
(commentator and expounder) on T'nach and Talmud is Rashi. His
commentary on T'nach is unparalleled in its excellence, and
virnrally no edition of the Talmud appears without "Rashi. "

Baalei Tosfos

Many authors of supercommentaries on Rashi's Talmudic work
flourished in Germany.

Among the most prominent was Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg
(12L5-1293), known by his acronym as Maharam (Moreinu Horzv
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Grave stone of the Tosalist Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg (1215-129 j) in the Worms
cemetery. Perhaps the oldest grove of any of the Baalei Tosfos still preserved.

Meir).Imprisoned by Emperor Rudolf, he forbade his fellow Jews

to ransom him, for he feared that other rabbis would also be
aMucted. After seven years, he passed away in prison, yet the
Emperor refused to release his body. Finally, fourteen years after
the Maharam's death, a Frankfurt Jew, Alexander Wimpfen, was
able to obtain the release in exchange for a large sum of money.
The only recompense he desired was burial next to the Maharam,
which he received when he died soon after. The two grave stones
have been preserved.
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Poskim

\\e poskim were sages who decided questions of correct Torah
(Bible) interpretations in daily life. They included men of the
highest caliber such as Rabbi Jacob M6llin (Maharil) of Mainz
(1365 - 1427) and his disciple Rabbi Jacob Weil (Maharnr) who
flourished in Augsburg until 1455 and whose decisions were
considered fundamental.

Rabbi Moses Sofer, the Chasam Sofer, who was born in
Frankfurt am Main in1763 and passed away in 1839 in Pressburg,
was ranked among the foremost rabbinic authorities.

The Chasam Sofer
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Chasidim

Exponents of ethics, morality and piety, Chasidei Ashkenaz
(pious ones of Germany) were pioneers who set standards of
stringent and meticulous observance. They included Rabbi Yehudo
Hachosid of Regensburg (1150-1217), author of the renown Sefer
Chasidim (Book of the Pious); Rabbi Elazar Rokeach of Worms
(1176-1238); Rabbi Noson Adler of Frankturt(1741-1800); and his
disciple, Rabbi Sekel kib Wormser (1768-1847), known as the
Baal Shem of Michelstadt and revered by both Jew and non-Jew
as a miracle rabbi. These greats led the way for the later
generation chasidim.

Bqql Shem of Michelstadt
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Shtadlanim

A unique rabbinic figure who dominated public Jewish life in
thd Germany of the Middle Ages was Rabbi Joselman of Rosheim
(1480-1554). For fifty years, he served as a shtadlon (intercessor)

for his brethren before the throne of kings, queens, high officials
and other influential individuals. Deeply religious and profoundly
learned, the author of several scholarly works, he assisted his
fellow Jews whenever and wherever necessary. He even ventured
on a trip to Spain to plead for his German co-religionists at a time
when any Jew discovered on Spanish soil was immediately
executed. Through his intercession, he saved thousands of lives
and spared many from expulsions and brutal plunder. Rabbi
Joselman also obtained many letters of protection for the Jews
from the highest authorities.

Not only was Rabbi Joselman deeply concerned about the
physical welfare of his brethren, he was also interested in their
spiritual elevation and daily moral standards. He initiated a
rabbinical assembly which exhorted Jews to deal honestly in
business with others Jews and with non-Jews. Rabbi Joselman also
cautioned Jews not to take up arms to conquer Erez Yisroel and
not to revolt against the nations of the world. He quoted the
Talmudic teaching that the Jews had been adjured by the Almighty
to wait patiently for the arrival of Moshiach (the Redeemer). And
to prevent false speculation and specious messiahs, Rabbi Joselman
stressed that Scriptures teach that the necessary precondition for
Moshiach is the arrival of Eliyohu Hanovi (the Prophet Elijah),
who will announce the imminent redemption, as we pray in the
Benshen (Grace after the Meal).

Rabbi Joselman's fruitful life has been the subject of many
beautiful and fascinating descriptions, foremost among them the
two volume work by the noted Rabbi Marcus (Meir) I-ehmann
(1831-1890) of Mainz.

About one hundred years later, another outstanding shtadlon
appeared on the German horizon. Yisoschor Halevi Bermann
(1661-L730), also known as Behrend Lehmann, or "The Royal
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Resident of Saxony and Poland" played a significant role as

protector of the Jews.
Yisoschor Bermann was born in Halberstadt and received a

thorough Jewish education. As a young man, he found favor with
Prince Friedrich August II the Strong of Sachsen (Saxonia), later
elected King of Poland. Bermann performed many valuable
services for the Prince, first as financial advisor and then as

German ambassador to Poland. In the latter role, he developed

close ties to important officials in Germany and influential
dignitaries in Poland. This prestige he used for the benefit of his
fellow Jews, who were, at the time, often subject to persecution at

the hands of merciless noblemen. Bermann always intervened for
the welfare of his helpless, oppressed brethren, saving the lives

and property of countless Jews.
In addition to his dedicated services, Bermann rebuilt the

synagogue in Halberstadt, destroyed with the sanction of city
officials, using his own funds. He also established a Klaus
(Institute for Advanced Torah Studies) containing abais lamidrash
and yeshiva, which produced many scholars. The perpetual fund
he founded supported the rabbis and students, allowing them to
devote themselves to unintemrpted Torah studies, free of financial
obligations.

Since so many copies of the Talmud had been burned or
destroyed during pogroms, Bermann financed its reprinting.

Noteworthy among Bermann's accomplishments was his rescue

of Rabbi Hirsch Charif of the Polish town of Bialeh from
execution. A Polish prince had attempted to abduct Rabbi Hirsch's
daughter on her wedding day. At the last minute, she escaped and

fled from the town. Her father was then thrown into prison and

threatened with execution if he would not reveal his daughter's

A son of the famous Chief Rabbi of [rmberg and a brother-in-law of
Frankfurt Rabbi Jacob Joshua Falk (author of Pnei Yehoshua (Face of
Joshua) commentaries on the Talmud), Rabbi Hirsch descended from the

renown Rabbi Moshe Isserles (Ramo), whose legal decisions are accepted

as binding by European Jewry.

5
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whereabouts, of which he was unaware. Into this seemingly
hopeless predicament Behrend khmann stepped, and in an almost
unheard of turnabout, secured Rabbi Hirsch's release. He then
brought the Rabbi with him to Halberstadt to become city's rabbi.

Rabbi Marcus lrhmann described rabbi Bermann's life vividly
in the beautiful book, The Royal Resident.

Contributions of German Jews

In addition to the universally acknowledged Chachmei
Ashkenaz (scholars who flourished in Germany), German Jews
produced other significant cultural contributions to the Jewish
people.

Among the foremost, a considerable number of printing presses
for sacred Hebrew books were initiated at the earliest times in
Germany and were instrumental in disseminating Torah wisdom
the world over.

Perhaps one of the most valuable contributions is the yiddish
language, a dialect of old German with a strong mixture of
Hebrew expressions. Yiddish became the standard conversational
language ,rmong Jews, used especially in the study, translation and
interpretation of the Scriptures.

Yiddish originated in Germany and was then further popularized
as Jews spread into Eastern Europe. Before the decimation of
European Jewry at the hands of the Germans, Yiddish was spokenby
millions, and it survived the war, retaining its vitality. yiddish has
been "imported" into the United States, SouthAmerica and the Holy
Land where it continues in use to this very day. It provides a means
of communication among Jews of different countries; as a cornmon
comprehensible language, it strengthens the bond uniting Jews of
various backgrounds.

Early Suffering

Even the earliest Jewish communities of Germany suffered
indescribable atrocities at the hands of the various persecutors.
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Crusaders

The Crusaders excelled in their barbarism. Although their quest

was Palestine, their hatred of the Jewish people spurred them to
kill many Jews during their travels. Between 1090 and 1190,

numerous Jewish communities were destroyed, especially along the

Rhine River. Those who managed to flee escaped to the east and
south.

Black Death

Between 1348 and 1350, an epidemic plagued Germany, and
in many towns the Jews were blamed for the supposed poisoning
the water. These accusations stemmed from the non-Jews' envy of
the low Jewish death toll, which in truth was due to the observance

of Jewish laws of purity such as hand washing before meals and

ritual bathing. On this pretext, many Jews were killed, plundered
or exiled and again forced to seek new residences.

In the course of time, a number of Jews succeeded in reaching
the city of Freiburg and from there, the neighboring Sulzburg.
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CHAPTER 2

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF
SI.]LZBI,]RG JEWS

General Observations on the Town of Sulzburg

efore considering the history of the Jewish community of
Sulzburg, let us first create a picture of the area.

The town of Sulzburg in the province of Baden in south-

west Germany is situated twenty-five miles (approximately forty-
seven kilometers) from the Swiss city of Basel which is at the
intersection of three countries: France, Switzerland and Germany.

The picturesque town is embedded among cool pine trees of the

nearby Schwarzwald (Black Forest) and juicy vineyards. As a

backdrop, the 1414 meter elevation of the Belchen mountain
creates an exceptionally healthy climate.

Compared to other cities, Sulzburg has a unique feature:

tranquility. It is the hard-to-find town with no through traffic; the

railroad touches the entrance to the town and then turns around.

Only someone with a purpose in Sulzburg will enter. Since it is

neither a traffic center nor a thoroughfare to other towns, it
remains peaceful and quiet. City dwellers, constantly assaulted by
noise and tumult, can especially appreciate Sulzburg, and the town
has developed into a vacation and convalescent resort, frequented

even by guests from Swizerland. As we shall see later, Jewish
hotels once existed there as well. Among all other charming
villages of the province of Baden, the Markgraf (Governor) chose

Sulzburg as his surtmer residence.
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Sulzburg, a view from afar

Oficial sign on the highway at the entrance to Sulzburg
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Jewish Sulzburg

Because of the peace and quiet, Jews too settled relatively early
in the town of Sulzburg. The nearby Rhine River and highway,
both important for corlmerce, were additional reasons for the

Jews' choice of Sulzburg.
Few Jewish communities could boast of comprising one third

of the general population; in Sulzburg, such were the proportions
at one time. With few exceptions, Jews enjoyed peace and

tranquility in Sulzburg for close to 500 years until the persecution

in our time.

)g.1ttr:l DN) "r't-

Sulzburg as a Mother Community

The Jewish community in Sulzburg served not only its own
citizens, but also other cities and towns with Jewish populations.

Since its establishment, the Sulzburg Jewish community was

blessed with outstanding spiritual leadership, starting with Rabbi
David Blum, discussed in a later chapter. Sulzburg was chosen as

the site of the Bezirksrabbinat, the Rabbinate for the county and

the entire Oberland (highland mountain region). Ancient
manuscripts designate Sulzburg as "Die heilige Gemeinde von
Sulzburg" (the holy community of Sulzburg).

The influence of the Sulzburg Jewish community extended as

far south as Lorrach on the Swiss border, as far west as the cities
of Kirchen and Breisach towards the Rhine River bordering on
France and as far north as Emmendingen. And Sulzburg had

highest authority in the Oberliindischen Oberiimter (Highland
Council) in which Badenweiler, Hochberg and Rdtteln participated.

In total, Sulzburg was responsible for the spiritual welfare of over
3000 Jews, a substantial number for those times, of the cities of
Badenweiler, Breisach, Eichstetten, Emmendingen, Ihringen,
Kirchen, Lorrach, Mtillheim, Staufen and Tiengen.
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Towns Under the
Spiritual Guidance of Sulzburg

Town First
Settlement

of Jews

[,argest
Number of

Jews in Year

Number
of Iews in

1933

Badenweiler 7

Breisach 1300 450 1900 23r

Eichstetten t7t6 427 1867 9l

Emmendingen 1533 406 1895 296

Ihringen t7t6 263 1852 96

Kirchen 1736 t92 r873 53

Ltirrach t7t6 248 1875 162

Miillheim t716 422 1865 80

Staufen 1540 24 1875 46

Tiengen t454 206 1875 46

Not only did Sulzburg minister to the spiritual needs of the
Jews of the Oberland, but as the residence of the influential Moses
Weil, it also emerged as a leader in material affairs.

Moses Weil was the brother of the universally recognized
Chief Rabbi of Karlsruhe, Rabbi Nathaniel Weil6 (1687-1769). As
the governmentally authorized tax assessor and collector, Moses
Weil determined the tax levy for all Oberlander Jews. Since
business people came to Sulzburg to process their tax matters in
his office, the town developed into the financial center for all the
Jews of Oberland.

Despite its small size, Sulzburg's rabbinical and synagogue

Renown for his lucid work Korbon Nesanel (Nathaniel's Offeing), a

supercommentary on the Rosh by Rabbi Osher ben Yechiel (1250-1328)

discussing the Talmudical tractates Moed and Noshim (laws concerning
holidays and women).

6
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district ranked third among the fourteen districts in the German
state of Baden.

Sulzburg was the first Jewish community in the region to have
a cemetery. Even Baden's principal city of Freiburg initially buried
its dead in Sulzburg. In addition, Sulzburg had a Jewish school, a
rarity at the time, which attained high academic standards.

Sulzburg as a Symbol

The history of the Jews in Sulzburg is a paradigm for general
Jewish history:

Fleeing persecution, a small group of Jews seeks a new
residence. From an insignificant beginning, a small congregation
slowly establishes itself. Sometimes harassed by the local
population, it perseveres and organizes public prayer services in a
private apartment before a permanent place of worship can be
acquired or even rented. The education of the children, always a
vital element of Jewish life, begins in the same way. The best
teachers and spiritual leaders are engaged, and scholarship is
cultivated. Gradually, the community grows.

Trade develops, the main avenue of livelihood generally
permitted Jews. In time, the community produces its own fruits,
great men who excel primarily in religious scholarship and whose
reputations extend far beyond the borders of the city and even the
country.

Once the community is firmly established, the envy of the
general population often arises. Mistreatment of the Jews ensues
despite their participation in all civil duties, joining the volunteer
fire brigade, taking up arms to help defend their country and
paying duties and taxes as all other law abiding citizens do.

Slowly, the pendulum swings back. Anti-Semitism rears its
ugly head. The Jews are unjustifiably blamed for some local or
national calamity, and the unfounded accusations result in
persecution of the Jewish population.

The beautiful edifice, the Jewish community, is gradually
demolished. Jewish rights are curtailed, the Jews are robbed of
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their assets, killed or, barely escaping with their lives, forced
again into exile to seek yet another new place to live....

This scenario unfolded in the great Jewish communities of Erez
Yisroel, Babylon, Persia, Spain, France, Poland, Hungary and

Germany. And this fate was shared by Sulzburg: insignificant
beginning, gradual growth, eventual development, building of
institutions-synagogue, schools, religious centers, ritual
bath-influence over smaller communities, flourishing of
intellectuals, rabbis, merchants, businessmen. Then cold north
winds began to blow from Berchtesgaden: emigration, diminishing
population, Kristallnacht, concentration camps, Dachau, Gurs,
extermination camps, Auschwitz, gas chambers....and in spite of
everything: survival and rebuilding.

In the following chapters, we will treat these themes, first in
general outlines and then in greater detail.
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The City Gate and Main Street of Sulzburg

city Hall
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CHAPTER 3

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS OF SIJLZBURG'S JEWISH
COMMI,JNITY

ta4-D40

7Tt he history of Sulzburg's Jews spans more than 500 years.

I Vital to understanding the following chronological summary
L is the realization that all Jewish movement, however small,

was subject to extreme regulation and restriction.

FIFTEENTH CENTI,JRY
First Settlement of Jews in Sulzburg

1424
The First Jews Arrive

Historian Berthold Rosenthal, in his Heimntgeschichte der
badischen Juden (The Native History of the Jews of Baden, Biihl,
1927):

The Jews had been expelled from the city of Freiburg
several times. The third expulsion was on February 22,
1424, with the consent of Kaiser (Emperor) Siegismund.
Simultaneously, [the Jews] were expelled from the towns
of Waldkirch and Breisach. Thereafter, they settled in the

neighboring villages. Some of the expelled Jews were

admitted to the localities of the upper Markgrafschaft
(Margrave highland), and among them Sulzburg.

The first settlement of refugees from Freiburg, Waldkirch and

Breisach thus constituted the basis for the later flourishing
community in Sulzburg.

However, for the subsequent hundred years, no available
documents mention the Jews in Sulzburg. Apparently, they were

an insignificant group compared to the general population.
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STXTEENTH CENTURY
Formation of the Jewish Community and the Ensuing Expulsion

1528
The Second Mention of Jews in Sulzburg

Historian Adolf lrwin in his Jews in Freiburg (Treves, 1890)
writes of Sulzburg's Jews, again in connection with the
neighboring city of Freiburg:

Freiburg was always seeking pretexts for disputes. In
L528, Freiburg demanded from the Jew Isajas, who resided
in Sulzburg, payment of a tax. When he refused, he was
arrested near the village of khen.

We again find mention of the Sulzburg Jew Isajas fifteen years
later when he was granted a renewal of Judenschrzrz (protection
document for Jews).

1537
Renewal of Free Passage

Markgraf Ernest of Baden, who governed from 1535 to L552,
was a friend of the Jews. In 1537, only two years after his
ascension, he renewed free passage for the Schut4iuden (Jews with
official protection) for which they were to pay a Schutzgeld
(protection money) tax.

1543
Safe Conduct Schutzbrief

On July 18, L543 a Schutzbrief (protective letter) was issued
to the Sulzburg Jew Isajas (see above, 1528).

This document was issued for a period of four years with the
option of an additional four years. Its cost was forty Gulden (gold
coins) annually plus twenty-four Ellen (yards) of silk.
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J. A. Zehnter, in Zur Geschichte der Juden in der
Markgrafsclwfi Baden-Durlach (History of the Jewish Communiry
of Baden, 1897), further describes the events of 1543:

We know that the city of Freiburg expelled its Jewish
inhabitants in 1543. They even went so far as to prohibit
any association with Jews. However, Markgraf Ernest
protected the Jews of Sulzburg and Emmendingen.

1544
Additional ktters of Protection

Permission for Establishing a Synagogue and Jewish School

The year 1544 was a watershed for Jewish life in Sulzburg. On
September 22, 1544, the Jew Joessli and his son, both residing in
Sulzburg, received a far reaching Schutzbrief for a period of
twelve years. This document also contained an important clause
that benefitted the entire Jewish population, granting permission to
organize a synagogue and a school in their house auf den langen
Tag (for the long day, i.e., Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)).
This significant document is still preserved in the General
landesarchiv (archive) in Karlsruhe

1545
Additional lrtters of Safe Conduct

In 1545, a Jew named Baruch of Sulzburg received a letter of
safe conduct for a period of four years with a renewal option for
an additional four years. The letter also stated that Baruch was
permitted to live in a house in Sulzburg which had formerly
belonged to the Jewess Jeglin but was at that time owned by the
government.
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l'r3'beit JoGlj Judeo.
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Reprint of leuer of protection, including permissionfor synagogue and school.
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1546
First Official Approval of a Permanent Synagogue and School

First Employment of a Rabbi
The First Jewish Cemetery

In the history of the Jews in Sulzburg, the year 1546 stands out
as one of the most important. Markgraf Ernest granted the Jews

authority to establish a synagogue or school and to engage a rabbi
to teach the people in accordance with their religious tradition. For
this permission, the Jews paid forty Gulden. For an additional

eight GuWen annually, permission for an assistant rabbi or teacher

was also given, indicative of the increased Jewish population.
However, it was stipulated that both rabbis had to reside in the

same house.

Symbolically, the rabbi and the synagogue were both

inaugurated on Showos, the holiday commemorating the giving of
the Torah. A Hebrew document preserved in the Oxford Library
discusses the name and personality of the earliest rabbi in
Sulzburg.

Rabbi David Blum, one of the foremost Talmudic authorities

of the time, was the first. His life and accomplishments are

discussed in a later chapter. A great number of his manuscripts are

preserved in the municipal library of Hamburg.
Also in 1546, the Jewish cemetery of Sulzburg - the first in

Oberland - was established.

1551
Additional Mention of Sulzburg

A Hebrew commentary on the Torah dated 5311 (1551),

written and signed by Kalonymus ben Aron Halevi of Sulzburg,
demonstrates the advanced talmudic scholarship which flourished
in 16th century Sulzburg. The author states that he began and

completed his work in the same year. The manuscript is preserved

at Oxford.
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1556
Increase of Jewish Houses

A transcript, dated November 2, 1556 and preserved in the
stuttgart archives, states that during that year seven houses were
occupied by Jews in Sulzburg.

1557
Remission of Tax

On March 8, 155'7, Count Karl issued a decree exempting the
widow of the Jew Baruch of Sulzburg from paying her fee for the
privilege of free passage.

tS64
Activity by Rabbi David Blum

Rabbi David Blum issued an approbation to Rabbi Isaac Halevi
from Gtinzburg.

1567
Another Free Conduct kffer

On November 20, 1567, the Jew David fircm Thenningen was
permitted to join his father-in-law Hayum in Sulzburg.

1572
Extension of Protection

On July 31, 1572, the Jew Gerson from Ttirkheim was
permitted to reside in Sulzburg for two years.

1576
Enumeration of Residents

The stuttgart archives contain a report identifying the Jewish
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residents of Sulzburg: David (Rabbi), Eberlin, Josslin, Morchi,
Jakob, ltzig, Leibman and Dreyfuss.

1577
Expulsion of Jews from Sulzburg

On March 23, 1577 Count Karl II died, leaving three minor
sons. Young Jakob was named as successor. However, the sons'
guardians decided to expel all Jews after their residence permits
would expire.

1590
Sulzburg in Hebrew Print

Although no Jews remained in Sulzburg in 1590, Shearis Josef
(The Remnant of Joseph) by Rabbi Joseph ben Mordechai Gershon
Kahn of Cracow makes honorary mention of the author's brother-
in-law, 'Rabbi David Blum of Sulzburg. "

SEVENTEENTH CENTI]RY
Resettlement of Jews in Sulzburg

1610
Application for Protection

The Sulzburg-bornJew, Hayum, who lived in Ettlingen, sought
a letter of protection allowing his son Cossman to reside in
Kuppenheim. His cousin Hirsch helped him procure the letter.

tu3
Engraving Depicts Jewish Cemetery

Just as a book had mentioned a Jew of Sulzburg while no Jews
were residing there (see above, 1590), so too an artist depicted a
Jewish institution of Sulzburg despite the absence of Jewish
residents. In til3, an engraving appeared in the Frankfurt
Topographia Svaiae created by Matttriis Merian entitled "The
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Townlet of Sulzburg from the West." The Jewish cemetery is
prominently displayed.

1663
Report About the Jewish Cemetery

In 1663, the government requested a report about Jewish
cemeteries. A document, preserved in the archives, states that
Sulzburg had a Jewish cemetery located a quarter hour's walk
behind the town, close to the forest.

tffi
Resettlement of lews in Sulzburg

Decree Concerning Burials

ln 1664, Jews were again permitted to reside in Sulzburg. On
April 26, 166/., regulations regarding government cemetery taxes
were enacted. The tax for burial of a young Jew was thirty
Kreuzer (copper coins), for an old Jew one Gulden and for a

foreign Jew double the amounts.

1669
Doubling of Taxes

A decree of 1669 doubled the taxes enacted in 1664.

1672
Further Cemetery Tax Increase

kase of Salt Monopoly

On April 18, 1672, the government again issued burial
regulations, raising the tax to three Gulden for a young Jew and
six Gulden for an old Jew.

The monopoly for the sale of salt in Sulzburg was leased in
1672 by the City of Sulzburg to the Jew lnwel from Hagenau.
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1681
Additional Taxes

The archives contain a list dated 1681 of Jews who were
permitted to enter Sulzburg but who had to pay a Leibzoll
(personal duty tax) for transit.

EIGHTEENTH CENTI.JRY
Reestablishment and Blossoming of the Jewish

Community, Founding of Jewish School and District Rabbinate

t7t6
Additional Residence Permits

In 1716, four additional Jewish families received permits to
reside in Sulzburg.

t7t7
Official Visit to Cemetery

On May 31, 1717, Count Karl Wilhelm visited the Jewish
cemetery in Sulzburg.

1725
Sulzburg in Hebrew Print Again

ln 1725, a Hebrew Selichos (supplicatory prayer book) was
printed in Frankfurt, mentioning Sulzburg and its Rabbi David
Blum.

1727

Rabbinate for Jewish Highland Population Established in
Sulzburg

Gift to Crown Prince

A most significant event in the life of Sulzburg Jewry
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transpired in 1727. On February 25, 1727, Sulzburg was
designated the official residence of the rabbinate for the entire
Oberland region. The rabbinate's head, Rabbi David Kahn of Alt-
Breisach, moved to Sulzburg, further increasing the town's
prestige.

Also in L727, the Jews of Sulzburg raised 5,112 Gulden as a
gift in honor of the marriage of the crown prince.

1728
Jewish Tax Collector

ln 1728, the government designated Moses Weil in Sulzburg
as the official tax collection agent for the entire region. Moses
Weil was a brother of the Oberland Rabbiner (Chief Rabbi)
Nathaniel Weil.

1730
Increased Religious Freedom

An important government decree issued in 1730 granted the
Jews autonomy to regulate their marriages, inheritances and
guardianships of minors in accordance with Jewish law.

1736
Additional Protection of a Sulzburg Jew

On November 14, 1736,Isaak Kahn, the son of Rabbi David
Kahn, received the official protection of Sulzburg.

1738

Jews Pay for Protectiorr

An official report states that in 1738 there were ten Jews in
Sulzburg who each paid thirty Gulden for protection.
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1739
Additional ktters of Protection

1742
The Rabbi Receives an Assistant

On July 24, L742, Rabbi Isaac Kahn was installed as Assistant
Rabbi to his father, Rabbi David Kahn of Sulzburg.

174/
Rabbi David Kahn Succeeded by Son

In May L7M, Rabbi David Kahn passed away. His son Rabbi
Isaak Kahn was elected Rabbi of Oberland Jewry on May 26,
IlM. Sulzburg was designated the seat of the Bezirksrabbinat
(District Rabbinate). Towns under Sulzburg's jurisdiction were:
Mtillheim, Ii)rrach, Kirchen, Badenweiler, Hochberg. and Rdtteln.

1747
Mode of Payment for Protection

The payments for protection had to be paid quarterly in
advance. On August 25, L747, Sulzburg Jews submitted an
application for permission to pay at the end of the quarter. The
plea was denied.

1753
Increased Political Autonomy

The Jews were granted the privilege to elect a president for
their community. The first president was Moses Weil.

1754
Death Notification Required

On February 28, L754, the government requested that the
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Rabbi report any death in the Jewish community and submit the
exact age of the deceased so that the appropriate cemetery tax
could be levied.

1758

Number of Jewish Properties

In 1758, Jews owned ten properties in Sulzburg.

1760
Additional lrtters of Protection

In 1760, Hirschel ben Moses Weil and Klssel Weil received
protection and permission to reside in Sulzburg.

1766
Permits for Jewish Businessmen

On January 31, 1766, the Jewish businessmen trading in copper
and similar merchandise received an extension of their licenses.

1767
Jew in High Official Capacity

Markgraf Karl issued a proclamation designating the Jew Bir
Weil as Judenshultheiss (Mayor). Biir Weil was the son of
President Moses Weil and the brother-in-law of Rabbi Isaac Kahn.

In an additional decree, Markgraf Karl appointed Blr Weil
Hoffaktor (Supervisor).

On July 31, 1767 , the last Markgraf of Baden, August George,
appointed Biir Weil Kabinetsfaktor (a higher supervisor).
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Jcwish owned property on Klostergasse in Sulzburg.
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t78t
Emancipation of Jews in Sulzburg

The tolerant monarch Kaiser Joseph II issued Kaiserliche
Toleranzedikte (Royal Edicts for Tolerance). On lune 22, 1781,
Rabbi Isaac Kahn received official permission for the Jews of
Sulzburg to enter all public schools and government positions.
They were further permitted to reside wherever they chose and to
trade in any merchandise they desired. Before these edicts, these
privileges were either denied or only available to Jews with special
permission.

1784
Poem Honoring the Count

ln 1784, a grandson was born to Count Karl Friedrich. In
honor of the occasion, Rabbi Isaac Kahn composed a poem which
was presented to the Count.

1792
Self-Determination

ln 1792, it was proposed that a self-estimated tax should be
conducted every four to five years in Sulzburg for the entire
Oberland population.

1794
Founding of the Jewish School

An important accomplishment of the Sulzburg Jewish
community was the establishment of a Jewish school which
attracted a great number of students even at its inception. In
addition to the Jewish studies, the curriculum included secular
subjects. The first teacher was lropold Kahn, the son of Rabbi
Isaac Kahn.
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t796
Discrimination against Foreigners

Assistant Rabbi

In 1796, a marriage took place in Sulzburg between an out-of-
town Jew and the daughter of a Sulzburg Jew. The government
permitted the wedding only on the condition that the new couple
leave Sulzburg soon after the ceremony.

On August L7, L796, Rabbi Isaac Kahn requested a competent
assistant in consideration of his ill health and advanced age. His
son [ropold was chosen.

1797
Rabbi Isaac Kahn Succeeded by Rabbi Abraham Weil

On September L7 , 1797 , on the eve of Rosh Hashonoh, Rabbi
Isaac Kahn passed away at the advanced age of eighty-seven after
serving as rabbi for over fifty years. He was deeply mourned by
Jew and non-Jew alike.

Rabbi Abraham Weil, son of Rabbi Thia Weil and grandson of
Rabbi Nathaniel Weil of Karlsruhe, was elected successor.
Mtillheim and Emmendingen requested to become the new seat of
the rabbinate; nonetheless, it remained in Sulzburg.

1799
Contribution to War Effort

ln 1799, the Jews of Sulzburg made a substantial contribution
to the city for the war effort.

NINETEENTH CENTI,]RY
Building of the Synagogue, Increased Freedom

Peak of Jewish Population

1804
Confirmation of Teacher
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The designation of I-eopold Kahn, son of Rabbi Isaac Kahn, as
teacher of the Jewish school was approved by the government.

1808
Delegate from Sulzburg

The name Gottschalk Weil of Sulzburg appears in a list of
authorized country delegates to the Grossherzoglich Badische
Oberrat der Staatsbtirger Mosaischen Bekenntnisses (Council of
Jewish Affairs for the Grand Duchy of Baden).

1810
Division of Districts

In December, 1810, the Oberrat (High Council of the Jews)
redivided the Jewish communities. The Oberrhein (Upper Rhine)
province was divided into two districts. Since Sulzburg had
become a significant influence in Jewish life in the Oberrhein, it
was designated as one district with its eight towns. The other
district was Gailingen with its five towns.

r820
Additional War Contribution

In 1820, the Jews made another substantial war cost
contribution to the City of Sulzburg.

18?3
Building of the Synagogue

Until 1823, religious services had been held at a Betsaal (bats
hamidrash). That year marked the commencement of the
construction of a synagogue at Gustav Weil Strasse 73, also known
as Mtihlbach Strasse or Judengasse (Jews' Street), one block north
of the Hauptstrasse (Main Street).

The main hall of the building housed the men's shul (prayer
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facility) while the ladies' section of the synagogue was on the
upper floor. Mounted on the roof above the entrance were two
half-rounded stone tablets symbolizing the tablets of law that
Moses brought down from Mt. Sinai. The tablets lent a solemn and

distinctive appearance to the edifice. The windows below were
half-rounded and those above completely round.

l8?A
Synagogue Districts

The region was divided into fourteen synagogue districts with
Sulzburg ranking third in importance.

Rabbi Abraham Weil of Sulzburg was rabbi of the province,
district and locality. Gottschalk Weil of Sulzburg was elected
district elder and province leader.

1828
Jews' Tax Abolished

On May 14,1828, Grossherzog (Duke) Ludwig I abolished the
special taxes that Jews had been obligated to pay.

1829
Thirty-seven Jews were members of the Sulzburg fire brigade.

1831-2
Rabbi Abraham Weil Succeeded by Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss

On September 23, 1831 Rabbi Abraham Weil passed away.

The next year, Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss, author of Orach
Meyshorim (The Path of the Upright), was elected t-and Rabbi of
Sulzburg. He was the last rabbi of Sulzburg.

1837

Construction of the Jewish School
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A little over a decade after completing the construction of the
synagogue, the Jewish community again demonstrated its vitality
by sfarting to build its own school at Klostergasse 84.

1839
Dedication of the School

On July 21, 1839, the new Jewish school building was
dedicated. The ceremony was accompanied by music and included
Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss, the Btirgermeister (Mayor), the priest
and many other guests. Michael Gombrich was the head teacher.

1845
Founding of a Reading Society

In January, 1845, a Jewish reading society was organized and
named Eintracht (Harmony).

1848
Vocational Division

The Jewish school established a vocational division for
handiwork called Industrieschule.

t8s8
Publication by Rabbi Dreyfuss

First Charitable Foundation

In the world of Jewish religious literature, Rabbi Emanuel
Dreyfuss's Orach Meyshorim, printed in Miilhausen in 1858,
caused great excitement and enthusiasm. This publicationenhanced
the prestige of Rabbi Dreyfuss as well as the fame of Sulzburg.

In the same year, the first charitable foundation under Jewish
auspices was established in Sulzburg; a second was established one
year later.
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1861
Sulzburg Produces First Jewish Professor

On August 7, 1861, Gustav Weil of Sulzburg was named
professor at the University of Heidelberg. In his honor, a street in
Sulzburg was named Gustav Weil Strasse.

1862
Equal Civil Rights

In October 1862, a law was approved granting equal civil
rights to the Jews. The law, Btirgerliche Gleichstellung der
Israeliten (Equalization of Jewish Citizens), was introduced on
January 20, 1862 by Mr. l,amey and met only a three vote
opposition. However, popular opposition led to public protests.
The February 2l edition of the newspaper Karlsruher Anzeiger
reported that many windows of Jewish properties were broken in
Sulzburg, and the higher authorities ordered the Mtillheim police
force to prevent further disturbances.

In the same year, on May 17, a Jewish choral society named
Stingerbund was founded.

1864
largest Jewish Population

Rabbi Salomon Bamberger was engaged as assistant rabbi and
religious teacher.

In 1864, the Jewish population reached its peak. Out of the
total of 1,296 residents, 416 were Jews, constituting about thirty-
two percent.

To the newly founded six member administrative board of the
fire brigade, three Jews were elected.

1868
Additional Publication
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During his tenure in Sulzburg, Rabbi Salomon Bamberger
published his first book Limud Oruch (Lexicographical Notes) in
Ftirth.

1876
First Jewish Representative in City Council

The July 21, 1876 election of Abraham Hirsch Dreyfuss
marked the first time that a Jew was elected to the city council.

L879
Synagogue Renovation

In 1879 the synagogue was completely renovated, fifty-five
years after its construction.

1883-1884
Additional Foundations

On August 16, 1883, an additional charitable foundation for the

support of needy Jews was established.
On November 24,18M, a foundation for the support of needy

Jewish children was founded.

1886
Establishment of L,adies' Auxiliary

Although a women's chevroh lcadishoh (holy burial society)
was already in existence, a Jewish Ladies' Auxiliary was founded
in 1886.

1887
Passing of Rabbi Dreyfuss

On November 16, 1887, Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss passed away

at the age of 82. He was buried in the Sulzburg Jewish cemetery,



IIISTORICAL IIIGHLIGHTS / 5I

and people came from near and far to pay their last respects. The
death of Rabbi Dreyfuss marked the end of the rabbinate in
Sulzburg. Subsequently, the population of Sulzburg was under the
jurisdiction of the Rabbinate of Freiburg.

1888
Additional Foundation

In 1888, a lwchnosas lwlloh society was organized to assist

needy Jewish girls with marriage costs.

1895
Staufen Subject of Sulzburg

Due to their diminishing population, the Jews of the town of
Staufen were aligned with Sulzburg.

1899
Hebrew Reading Text

In 1899, Josef Bruchsaler, teacher of the Jewish public school
in Sulzburg, published a Hebrew reading text in Rodelheim.

TWENTIETH CENTURY

Catastrophe

1903

Moses Bloch, a volunteer in the fire brigade, was honored

1907
Census

A census in 1907 reported forty Jewish heads of households

and thirty-seven homes owned by Jews in Sulzburg.
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1911
Teacher Bruchsaler Dies

On hne 22, 1911, Josef Bruchsaler died. He had been a
Jewish teacher in Sulzburg for thirty-four years.

r914-1918
World War I

In the First World War, 1914-1918, seventeen Jewish men
from Sulzburg participated as active combatants for Germany. Max
Bloch was killed in action on September 26, 1916, and Julius
Dukas and Hermann Kahn were also killed. Three were wounded:
the Kahn brothers, Samuel and Louis, and Simon Dukas. Six
received honorable citations, including the Kahn brothers and
David Bloch who were awarded the Eiserne Kreuz (iron cross)
medal for brave conduct and distinctive service.

t9t9
More Representatives in City Council

In addition to Max Weil, already a representative, a second
Jew, lropold Jeremias, was elected to the city council in 1919. He
retained his position for thirteen years.

1920
Illumination for the Synagogue

In 1920, electric lighting was installed in the synagogue. Sadly,
it lasted only eighteen years until the synagogue's demolition in
1938.

1923
Constitution of the Jewish Communities of Baden

On May 14, 1923, the constitution for the Jewish communities
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of Baden was ratified. Seventeen election districts were designated
for the election of twenty-nine representatives. Sulzburg received
a prominent third place.

1928
New President Elected

In 1928, Simon Dukas was elected President of the Jewish
community of Sulzburg. He was the last President, holding office
until he was deported in 1938.

1930
New Religious Teacher/Cantor

In February 1930, Hugo Alperowitz was engaged as religious
instructor, cantor and shochet (ritual slaughterer), replacing
Salomon Biegeleisen who emigrated to Palestine.

1931
Recognition of Volunteer

On August 11, 1931, Henri Weil received a medal for forty
years of service as a volunteer in the fire brigade.

1933
Nazis Seize Power - Woe Unto the Jews

Ban on Shechitoh (Ritual Slaughter)
Community President Arrested

The power seizure of the N.S.D.A.P., Nazional Sozialistische
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (Nazis), caused a radical deterioration for
the Jews in Germany, felt even in remote Sulzburg. The ban on
rinral slaughter took immediate effect and deprived the Jews of
their kosher meat supply.

Simon Dukas, President of Sulzburg's Jewish community, was
arrested for no apparent reason and held captive in Freiburg for two
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weeks. Thereafter, he was banned from Sulzburg for nine months

L934
Call for Rescue of Jewish Community

Commemorative Volume

On August 26, 1934, the Jewish community council of
Sulzburg issued a desperate call to all foreign members and
patrons for the rescue of the Jewish community which was
threatened with collapse.

In honor of the 125th anniversary of the Oberrat der Israeliten
Badens (High Council of the Jews in Baden), a commemorative
volume was published, praising the merits of Sulzburg's Jews.

193s
Citizenship Revoked

Nuremberg Laws

On September 15, 1935, a set of anti-Semitic "laws," Ntirnberg
Gesetze (The Nuremberg l-aws), were enacted, "officially"
sanctioning open anti-Semitism. The Jews were deprived of the
citizenship which they had fought so hard to attain.

In December of the same year, the import of kosher meat was

added to the previous prohibition of shechitoh.

1938
Kristallnacht

Synagogue Desecrated

Dachau
Registration of Jewish Assets
Forced Identification Cards

On November 10, 1938, the synagogue was stormed, violated,
desecrated and nearly demolished. Its windows were smashed, its
religious objects profaned or stolen; the stone tablets on top of the
building symbolizing the l-aw of Moses were hurled to the ground.
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Although the original plan was to burn the synagogue, an adjoining
building inhabited by non-Jews saved it from a fiery fate.

In the cemetery, many gravestones were overturned, desecrated
and badly damaged.

All documents and records were confiscated from the office of
the Jewish community.

Many Jewish homes were raided and businesses ransacked,
their windows smashed, furniture wrecked and valuables stolen.

All Jewish men were ordered to the City Hall from where they
were deported to the Dachau concentration camp.

1939
Synagogue Confiscated-Jews Wish to Remain

On June 9, 1939, the synagogue was made the property of the
town of Sulzburg, its Jewish ownership revoked.

On December 11, 1939, the remaining Jews of Sulzburg
decided not to dissolve the community voluntarily.

1940
Deportation to Concentration Camps

Judenrein

The Jews remaining in Sulzburg were forcibly deported on
October 22, l94O and shipped to the concentration camps of Gurs,
I-e, Mille and Rivesaltes in France. Sulzburg was judenrein
(emptied of Jews).

DA
Auschwitz-Gas Chambers

The Sulzburg Jews still alive in the concentration camps of
Gurs, k Mille and Rivesaltes were deported to Auschwitz in
August, 1942 ard met their death in the gas chambers....This was
the EndlAsung (Final Solution) envisioned by the German
dictatorship. . . .
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CHAPTER 4
IN THE SHADOW OF GERMAN PERSECUTION

Foreword

fF he following historical account of the suffering of German

I Jews, and particularly Sulzburg Jews, is the result of-r- numerous interviews, correspondences and eyewitness
reports of survivors of Dachau, Gurs, Rivesaltes and Auschwitz.
It is founded upon extensive study and meticulous research. [,ast
but not least, it is based on personal experience.

Introduction

A praiseworthy quality of the probing human mind is
that it does not confine itself to close-by subjects, but also
draws the past and the funrre into its sphere of knowledge.
Man trains his sharp eyes to research the remote and the
invisible. And while his look into the future is often bold
and earns him disappointment instead of success, his search
into the past, even if not always precise, will never go
unrewarded. However, research in Jewish history,
particularly the Medieval Age, contains few light spots.
One must, therefore, practice a certain self-denial to turn
to the history of that epoch.

Thus wrote Herz Bamberger, the uncle of this writer,s cousin,
in his introduction to his study of the wtirzburg rabbis. what
would he have written if he had looked back upon the time
between 1933-1945 when the Jewish people saw the atrocious,
brutal annihilation of six million of its men, women and children
during a period of 12 years?

The Prelude

The seizure of power by the N.S.D.A.P., National
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Sozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (National Socialist German
l.abor Party), in March 1933 caused a radical deterioration of the
status of Germany Jewry, reaching the town of Sulzburg as well.

The first attack was directed against shechitoh, the method of
religious animal slaughter.

As early as 1,894, there had been attempts to prohibit
shechitoh. However, a united petition from German rabbis, citing
even non-Jewish experts, persuaded the government to abandon its
plan.

However, with the Nazis' seizure of power in 1933, shechitoh
was prohibited on poultry as well as cattle. Although the import of
kosher meat was initially possible, this was forbidden two years
later in December of 1935, completely barring observant Jews,
who eat only kosher meat, from this important nourishment.

The siege of the Jews intensified as the land that boasted the
highest standard of enlightenment in science, art, culture and
technology, sank to the deepest level of degradation. The
dictatorship instituted its Ntirnberg Laws and Arierparagraphen,
"laws" which deprived Jews of all civil rights. The country that
had produced famous men in many fields of endeavor-authors,
poets and composers, inventors and physicists-was controlled by
a cruel tyrant who constantly devised new restrictions and methods
of persecution of the Jewish population.

The Bible, printed in 1453 Mainz for the first time by the
inventor of the printing press, Johann Guttenberg, was declared
obsolete and replaced by a war - Mein Kampf (lvly Struggle) -
against the Jews.

A systematic series of anti-Semitic measures followed:
1. A boycott of Jewish establishments
2. Revocation of Jewish citizenship
3. Registration of all Jewish assets and property with the

government
4. Jews were required to carry cards identifying them as

Jews
5. Jewish passports and other official documents bore the

large letter "J"
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6. Additional names, "Israel" for males and "Sara" for
females, were required on all Jewish correspondence to
alert the post office to Jewish mail

7. Schools and universities were barred to Jewish students
and teachers; Jewish professors were dismissed

8. In many locations, Jewish banks were burned
9. Jewish drivers' licenses were voided, telephone lines

cut, newspaper subscriptions canceled, use of public
transpoftation prohibited, aparEnent leases terminated,
radios, bicycles, and typewriters commandeered

And, as if all this would not suffice, the Jewish population was
punished with a fine of one billion Mark.

Once the Jews had lost their means of existence, the focus
shifted to closing Jewish communal institutions.

Then, finally, their very bodies were requisitioned; they were
reduced to slaves.

After five years of "preparations, " the lightning and thunder of
the horrendous storm broke lose, unfurling the fury of its cruelty
and horror.

KristallnachtT

During the night of November 9, 1938, a well organized,
methodical reign of terror was loosed against the Jews in Germany
and particularly against their houses of worship. Over 500
synagogues were set afire and reduced to ashes.

Scores of Jews were murdered, many more injured. Over
7,000 Jewish businesses were plundered and destroyed.
Approximately 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and deported to
concentration camps....

A prelude to the murder of six million Jews.

Documents unearthed after the war reveal that the pogrom was planned
for many months in advance and a proper opportunity for execution was
eagerly anticipated.
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CHAPTER 5

AN EYEWITNESS ACCOI.INT
Kristallnight and Kristallday in Sulzburg

1' n the early morning hours of November 10, 1938, all Jewish

I men in Sulzburg were summoned to the Rathaus (City Hall).
r The one police officer who served Sulzburg was dispatched to
the home of Mr. l.ouis Kahn ;'I"y (this writer's father, of blessed

memory), probably because he was considered particularly
staatsfeindlich (an enemy of the state). The reason? He had been

courageous enough to file a protest when the authorities dug into
his garden to build toilet facilities for foreigners who were to be
housed in the confiscated synagogue. The digging also damaged
the northern synagogue wall whichbordered on the garden. Denied
their garden, which grew desperately needed tomatoes, other
vegetables and even juicy pears, the Kahn family's only remaining
source of foods was their milk cow.

Calamity Strikes

Mtihlbach Strasse resounded from the heavy boots that stomped
into house number 72. 'Kahn should come immediately to the
Rathaus," thundered the voice.

As soon as they were assembled, all Jewish men were led on
a torturous march to the prison in Miillheim and from there
deported to Dachau, a concentration camp in the German province
of Bayern (Bavaria).

All Jewish children were summarily expelled from school.
The synagogue was singled out next for "treatment. " High

govemment officials surveyed the building and its surroundings,
intending to burn it. However, since it was built adjacent to a non-
Jewish house which could have been damaged by the fire, they

Due to their high religious standards, the Kahns did not eat a ceflain
type of sardine, and kosher meat had already been unavailable for several
years.

t
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settled for "mere" cold destruction.
First, the two stone tablets symbolizing the Ten

Commandments which adorned the entrance were torn down and
cast into the yard with an ear-shattering thud. Thus, this G-d given
law prohibiting theft and bloodshed was relegated from its exalted
position to dust; lawlessness and anarchy replaced tolerance and
civil rights.

Then, all of the synagogue windows were smashed. Since the
men had all'been rounded up and were on their way to Dachau,
the officials forced Jewish women and children to pick up the
broken glass with their bare hands, literally causing the spilling of
their blood.

The synagogue's ornaments, furnishings and chandeliers were
either destroyed or stolen. Prayer books, taleistm (prayer robes)
and tephilln (phylacteries) were profaned and thrown into the
street. Other ritual articles were defamed and exhibited in a parade
in front of the synagogue.

Since the Kahn home was only a few feet from the synagogue ,

this writer was an unwilling witness to this most appalling sight
which was indelibly inscribed on his memory forever.

The Pogrom

From the synagogue, the pogrom extended into the adjacent
Kahn home.

A mob stormed the apartment, smashing windows, breaking
into closets and drawers and stealing valuables, jewelry and
clothing. Any object of worth, including an expensive stamp-
collection and the dowries accumulated for the growing children,
was carried away until the entire house was plundered. The bandits
were sophisticated; they brought a truck to haul their spoils. *Here

you have stuff for the winter, " yelled one. "Do obe hets no a hufe
ganz Ziig (up here there is still whole stuff)," another shouted
from an upper floor to the assembled throng. Soon the furniture
was demolished, chairs and table thrown crashing to the floor,
their splintered pieces scattered in all directions. Dishes were
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deliberately broken, lamps shattered and books torn apart. Nothing
was spared. Wave after wave stormed and raged until the

apartrnent was completely robbed and ruined, dreary and desolate,

like Dresden and Berlin after an Allied bombardment.

A Miracle

Only through a miracle were this writer, his mother ;1"y fof
blessed memory) and sister Marga spared from the fury of the

violent mob. Although the raiders broke down the locked door,

Divine providence caused us to find refuge, unnoticed, behind the

huge oven in our living room. Cowering in fear, we could see and

hear what was happening to our home. When the pogrom subsided

and the bandits left the windowless, wrecked apartment, we

emerged, convinced that had we been in the way, we would have

shared the fate of the house furnishings.

The Auction

Since radio and newspaper had not yet been popularized within
the quiet borders of Sulzburg in November of 1938, the local
population learned of current events and official notices from the
policeman who occasionally rode on a bicycle from the Rathaus,

stopping on certain street corners and ringing a bell to attract a
crowd. He would usually announce civil bulletins such as the

garbage collection schedule. But on November 10, 1938, the
policeman made a different announcement: that afternoon, an

auction would be held. The item to be auctioned...a cow, the last

valuable possession and food source of the Kahn family.
Thus, the German dictatorship claimed yet one more heroic

victory-the robbery of a helpless, frightened woman and her

young children while the head of their family languished in a

concentration camp.



64 / SI]LZBURG

The Pogrom in the Eyes of Government Officiats

The City Archives of Sulzburg contain an exchange of
letters dated November 14, 1938, several days after
Kristallnacht.

The Regierungsassessor (Government Official) in
Mtillheim's Badische Bezirksamt (Government District
Office) requested the Btirgermeister (Mayor) of Sulzburg to
report immediately on the November l0th measures against
the Jews.

The Biirgermeister replied the same day:

Question Answer

1. How many Jewish dwellings
were destroyed?

2. Did any Jews commit suicide?

3. Did any Jews flee?

4. How did
react?

6. Do church or other
organizations appear in favor
of the Jews?

2. Regrettably, none

3. They did not flee.

the population 4. To a large part
with enthusiasm.

1. Thirteen dwellings
were destroyed.

6. Could not be
determined as yet.

5. How did the remaining Jews 5. Withdrawn.
react?

7. What do the Jews say among 7
themselves?

So far nothing was
heard from them.
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Exile

The cold November days in a gutted apartrnent, without food,
heat or clothing, without the head of the household, made staying
in Sulzburg impossible. We decided to seek temporary refuge with
distant relatives in Freiburg, the closest larger city.

Meanwhile, sad news arrived from the Dachau concentration
camp. Jews from many parts of southern Germany had been
deported there and were suffering unspeakable tortures. Many
succumbed to the agony and torment, abuse and starvation. Efforts
were made to secure the release of at least those who had fought
for Germany in World War I and received medals of honor. The
intervention succeeded in some cases, and a few men from
Sulzburg were released.

Returning home, the Kahns' first order of business was to
repair their devastated, windowless aparment. The Dachau "treat-
ment" had had a profound impact, however, upon the physical
condition of the survivors, and so the effort moved very slowly.

Their top priority was saving the children, for they could only
imagine what the future would hold, in the light-or rather the
darkness-of the past. Thrcugh the assistance of contacts abroad,
a small number of Jewish children emigrated to Switzerland to
preserve their bleak lives.

The writer of this memoir was "fortunate" to flee certain death
at the tender age of nine, yet he became an orphan before his bar
mizvoh (thirteenth birthday) when both of his parents were gassed

in Auschwitz.
The brutal deportation of the twenty-seven remaining Jews

followed. On Tuesday, October 22, L940, during the Sukkos
holiday, at 8:00 AM, two uniformed S.S. men stormed into every
Jewish home and ordered men, women and children to report to
the Rathaus within one hour. All their possessions had to be left
behind except for some hand luggage, food and 100 Mark. All
remaining assets, movables and real estate, were confiscated.

The Jews were shipped to concentration camps in southern
France. Sulzburg was judenrein.
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The Fate of the Last Sulzburg Jews: Deportation

The chief of the Sicherheitspolizei (Security Police) in Berlin
reported on October 29, 1940: "From the counties of Baden and
Pfalz (which included Sulzburg) there were seven transport trains
with altogether 6,504 Jews aboard deported to southern France on
October 22 and 23....The deportation went according to plan. "
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Official List of Sulzburg Jews
Deported October 22, L940

# Name Date of
Birth

Place of Birth

I Abraham, Helene 1 l/8/1868 Sulzburg

2 Abraham, Rosa 7t3fi865 Sulzburg

3 Bloch, Adolf 4n7n869 Sulzburg

4 Bloch, Amalie n6e Dreyfus Ut0n867 Uffheim (Els.)

5 Bloch, Max W.S 3t22n867 Sulzburg

6 Bloch, Elise n6e Levi 2t8n867 Breisach

7 Bloch, Max D.S 8n4n873 Sulzburg

8 Bloch, Lina nee Wolf 6n8n882 Gailingen

9 Bloch, Moses J.S. 1/19/1855 Sulzburg

10 Bloch, Lina n6e Rothschild Llt7lt86t Rust

ll Bloch, Marta 2t26t189r Sulzburg

t2 Bloch, Marie n6e Kahn LU24tL876 Sulzburg

t3 Kahn, Babette 8t29n878 Sulzburg

t4 Kahn, Bella 8tLt1887 Sulzburg

l5 Kahn, [ro U3n884 Sulzburg

t6 Kahn, Elfriede nee Biindel 3n2t1889 Ruda

17 Kahn, Marga 6t2/1927 Sulzburg

18 Kahn, lropold llUt875 Sulzburg

l9 Kahn, Amalie nde Satrm 2t20n882 Braunsbach

20 Kahn, Samuel 2t25n882 Sulzburg

2L Kahn, Hilda n6e Rieser 9/15/1880 Sulzburg

22 Weil, Adolf 10n5n872 Sulzburg

23 Weil, Ella nde Aaron U27t1888 Braunsbach

24 Weil, Anna n6e Aaron 6t27n872 Gannstadt

25 Weil, Bella tLnLn894 Sulzburg

26 Weil, Leo Israel U20n870 Sulzburg

27 Weil, Pauline n6e Greilsheiner 10t8n876 Friesenheim
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CHAPTER 6
CONCENTRATION CAMPS

Concentration Camps in France

ost Sulzburg Jews were deported to the concentration
camps of Gurs, k Mille, Rivesaltes and Drancy, in
France. To prevent escape, these concentration camps

were enclosed by four layers of barbed wire. The windowless
barracks offered no ventilation, and the hapless inmates were
crowded together under the most appalling conditions. Many
succumbed to hunger and thirst. The predicament of those who
survived was dreadful. But these concentration camps in France
were only a prelude to what was still to corne....

The Wannsee Conference "The Final Solution,,

On January 20, 1942, the heads of the German government
departments assembled for a "conference" in Wannsee, a suburb
of Berlin. This meeting was devoted to a single purpose: "Dealing
with the Jewish question. " And the conference decided upon 'Die
Endldsung (the Final Solution); Ganz Europa soll von Westen bis
Osten durchgekrimmt werden und alle elf Millionen Juden
vernichtet werden. (All of Europe, from West to East, will be
combed through, and all eleven million Jews therein should be
destroyed.)"

Implementation

Steady deportation of Jews from France to "the east" began.
The trains started to roll, each convoy carrying about 1,000
people, with eighty human beings crowded into a single railcar
intended for eight horses or cows.

The trains were owned and operated by the official German
railroad, Deutsche Reichsbahn.
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A "I{annsee" Document
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Cattle cars used to transport Jews to Auschwitz
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[Jpon arrival of the human cargo transports, German fficials select their

victims for either slove labor or immediate gassing.

' .r+;a, .-."G* .-.,

Selection at Auschwitz
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Auschwitz

The convoys headed east to a small town in Poland close to the
Czecho-Slovak border called Auschwitz. The journey itself, lasting
several days without food or sanitary facilities, was hell on earth.
The doors and windows were sealed, and many perished of
suffocation; others expired of hunger or thirst. Still others lost
their minds or attempted suicide.

When the trains finally reached Auschwitz, the doors were
pried open. Those who survived the journey were met by
screaming German guards and their dogs. "Razs, schnellerl (out,
faster)." They chased the pathetic victims with whips and rifle
butts.

Selection

Then the prisoners were forced to line up for "selection. " As
they passed by, a German doctor would motion them to one of two
sides: Younger and healthier looking inmates to one line, older,
weaker ones and children to another. Those in the "line of life"
were stripped of their belongings and given striped prison
uniforms. With a burning needle, a number was tattooed on their
left forearms. From that moment, they were reduced to mere
numbers, bereft of names and identities. Immediately they were
pressed into labor-twelve-hour days of exertion with only the

barest minimum of rations. These pitiful prisoners suffered the
worst agony and suffering.

Early in the morning, before leaving to work, and again after
returning late in the evening, all the inmates were assembled for
the AppelL Each head had to be counted. For hours, they were
forced to stand, in the rain, snow and frost. And if one ventured
out of line or was too tired to stand straight, he would either be
whipped by the German guards or shot to death on the spot. A
great number of Auschwitz inmates died of forced labor, torture,
exhaustion and malnutrition. Most of those who managed to
survive for any length of time eventually weakened and shared the
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fate of those selected for the second line upon arrival in
Auschwitz.

Gas Chambers

The victims were marched into a large underground hall,
serving as an undressing room. There they were told that they
would go into a bath house. Their hair was cut, and all jewelry
that had not already been confiscated had to be ,,deposited. "
Clothing and shoes had to be removed and sofred. Then they were
forced into the "shower rooms." The doors were sealed
and...ZykJon B poison gas, specially manufactured for the ,,Final

Solution," spewed into the chambers.
Some fifteen minutes later, the doors were opened. Gold teeth

The crematoria
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of the murdered corpses were extracted before their bodies were
transported to the crematoria and burned. The ashes were thrown
into large pits, and the retrieved gold, silver, hair and clothing
shipped away for use by the German Reich (Empire).

For the Sulzburg Jews, the amphibious landing of the Allied
Forces in Normandy arrived, unfortunately, two years late.



76 / ST]LZBURG

NEW YORK SECTION
NATIONAI. COUNCIT OF JEW'SH WOMEN

Commitlee on Service for Foreign Born

l8l9 Broadway New York 23, N. Y.

COlumbur 5-2,115

June 18, 1946

Xlsg Paulg f,rlm
c/o heuaer
505 f,eat s?ad. St.
l{er Isr:1, Xer fork

Dear lf,lss trahs

Sonetine ago you flled a locatlon for:u at our
office ou beb*t of Ioula and Elhleda f,rlrn.

Ie regret lt very utch tbat re have to ialorm
yar of the follorrlng report rhlch rc bave
reeelved fron tbe ageucy abroad.

rlr. Iouls trabn f,as d,eportetl frol
Dr1n.y to &rscbrltz on lugust l?rlg42,
and lfua. ELflleda f,ah tas dcportcd
llLerlce to luschrltr o &rarit 14, lg42.n

Plcase bc acaureil that er BooD a, rc reeclvc
add.ltLonal laforuratlon Goncemlag t.h€ above
aarced, re rILL cootact you lnoetlately.

VerT eincerc\r JrorrrE,
S"-DL g,t o- 

- -

Sadle hsdf<
re:nk

Letter confirming deportation lo Auschwitz
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Before a convoy departed, a list of deportees wds typed in quadruplicate. One

capy wcts sent to Berlin and one to Auschwitz. A third copy wqs sent with the

commander ofthe train, and thefourth copy remained at headquqrters in France.
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The Sulzburg Victims
Name Date &

Place of
Barth

Fate or Last
Residence

Date & Place
of Death

Abraham Rosa 7 t3t1865
Sulzburg

'tot22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

12t6t1941
Gurs

Bloch Adolf 4t17t1868 1ot22t1940
d€ported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

1941 Gurs

Bloch Amalie nde
Dreyfuss

1t10t1867
Uffheim

'tot22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

1941 Gurs

Bloch Betty n6e
Ottenheimer

1 880 deported from
Dortmund

1 943
Auschwitz

Bloch Gustav 8t11t1864
Sulzburg

killed in bomb attack 1944 Antwerp

Bloch Gustav,
Dentist

1t5t1894
Sulzburg

July 1933 emigrated
to Paris

12t31t1942
Auschwitz

Bloch Josef 9t23t't886
Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Ldrrach to Gurs

12t3111942
Auschwitz

Bloch Toni n6e
Baum

4123t1889
Nonenweier

10t22t't940
deported from
Lrirrach to Gurs

12t31t1942
Auschwitz

Bloch Merta 2t26t1891
Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

12t31t1942
Auschwitz

Bloch Max 3t22t1891
Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

Bloch Elsie n6e
Levi

2t8t1867 10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

1946 Rosny

Bloch Moses 1 /1 9/1 855
Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

3t19t1941,
Noe
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The Sulzburg Victims
Name Date &

Place of
Birth

Fate or Last
Residence

Date & Place
of Death

Bloch Pauline n6e
Rotschild

1t17 t1862
Rust

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

12t17 t1942
Paris

Bloch Rosa 2t19t1888
Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Freiburg to Gurs

12t31t1942
Auschwitz

Bloch Simon,
Professor

12t21t188
6 Sulzburg

Pforzheim 5tBt't945
Pforzheim

Bruchsaler Eugen 3/30/1886 Southern France 1942
Bickart Erna n6e
Rieser

9t17t1893
Sulzburg

12t31t1945

Dukas Helene 't2t20t189
O Sulzburg

deported from
Konstanz

Dukas Klara 4t13t1882
Sulzburg

deported from
Konstanz

Flanter Cecile
n6e Bloch

3/1 8/1 906
Sulzburg

deported from
Dortmund

1 943
Auschwitz

Flanter Friedrich 5t21t1889
Posen

deported from
Dortmund

1 943
Auschwitz

Goldschmidt
Mina n6e Marx

5/1 1 /1 899
Sulzburg

deported from
Dresden

Auschwitz

Goldschmidt
Sigfried

deported from
Dresden

Auschwitz

Goldschmidt Max deported from
Dresden

Auschwitz

Goldschmidt
Alfred

deported from
Dresden

Auschwitz

Heilbrunner
Eduard

1 t11t1876
Sulzburg

5t1811945

Heilbrunner lda 10t17 t189
0 Sulzburg

5t18t1945

Jeremias Han 10t2t1902
Mainz

deported from
Mourmellon

1942
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The Sulzburg Victims
Name Date &

Place of
Birth

Fate or Last
Residence

Date & Place
of Death

Kahn Babette 8t29t1878
Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

1t18t1942
Gurs

Kahn Bertha 2t5t1867
Staufen

811811942 deported
from Frankfurt to
Theresienstadt

9t't8t1942
Theresienstadt

Kahn Bella 8t1t't887
Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

1t28t1942
Gurs

Kahn Hans, Wife
& 4 children

1 0/1 3/1 90
6 Sulzburg

51111943 deported
from Holland to
Westerbork

5t18t1943
Sobibar

Kahn Leo Louis 1t3t1884
Sulzburg

10122t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

8119t1942
Auschwitz

Kahn Elfriede n6e
Biindel

3112t1889
Ruda

10122t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

8t16t1942
Auschwitz

Kahn llse 2127 t1921
Sulzburg

11 111t1941
deported from
Frankfurt to Minsk

9t't4t1943
Minsk

Kahn lsak Julius 4t23t1872
Sulzburg

9111 11944 deported
from Kdln

10t14t1944
con. camp

Kahn Samuel 2t25t1882
Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

8t19t1942
Auschwitz

Kahn Hilda n6e
Rieser

9/1 5/1 880
Sulzburg

10122t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

8116t1942
Auschwitz

Kahn Siegfried 1t29t1894
Sulzburg

deported from
Mullheim

11t15t1942

Kappel Alice n6e
Bloch

3t2t1905
Sulzburg

deported from
Antwerp to
Auschwitz

1944
Auschwitz
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The Sulzburg Victims
Name Date &

Place of
Birth

Fate or Last
Residence

Date & Place
of Death

Kappel Rene deported from
Antwerp to
Auschwitz

Auschwitz

Kappel Yvonne &
Lucia (twins)

deported from
Antwerp to
Auschwitz

Auschwitz

Kleefeld lda n6e
Ruf

7 t15t1884
Sulzburg

5t8t1945

Kleefeld Arnold 12t19t188
2 Freiburg/B

5t23t1943
Theresienstadt

Marum Melvine
n6e Kahn

1t22t1883
Sulzburg

12t31t1942

Schriesheimer
Rosa n6e Dukas

5t14t1880
Sulzburg

deported from
Konstanz

1t17 t1944
Gurs

Schrisheimer
Max

deported from
Konstanz

Weil Adolf Alfons 10t15t187
2 Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

12t31t1942
Auschwitz

Weil Ella n6e
Stern

1t27 t1888
Gernsbach

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

12t31t1942
Auschwitz

Weil Bella 11 t11 t189
4 Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

12t31t1942

Weil Justina 2t22t1865
Sulzburg

812311942 deported
from Mannheim to
Theresienstadt

9t2t1942
Theresienstadt

Weil Kurt Gustav,
Teacher

4t11t1918
Sulzburg

5t10t1942

Weil Leo 1t12t1870
Sulzburg

10t22t1940
deported from
Sulzburg to Gurs

5t31t1944
Auschwitz

'l"ti'l
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CHAPTER 7

JEWISH POPI'LATION STATISTICS

The fewish Population
The Jewish Population Relative to the Creneral Population
Family Names
The Four Principle Jewish Families
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)xtt?t ,)I uHr n13 Nvn')
The Jewish Population Relative to the Total Population of

Sulzburg

YEAR TOTAL
POPULATION

NUMBER OF
,EWS

PERCENTAGE OF IEWS
IN TOTAL POPULA-

TION

t763
1783

l80l
1803

l8l3
l817
1825

1842
1845

1846
1849

1852

1855

1858

l86l
* 1864

1867
1871

1875

1880

1885

1890

1895

1900

1905

1908
r910
1922
1923

1924
1925

Oct. 1932

Iune 1933

Oct. 1937

July 1938

Jan. 1939

Jan. 19,10

Oct. 19,10

624
689

787

868

876
897

r 198

nn
1320

1235
1242
I 16l
t2t5
t247
t296
1284
1258

1267
1207

tt52
tt25
ll11
tt29
tt2l
l 183

l08l
1060

1027

1065

1078

1028

l0l0
9U

n
tzl
133

120

192
198

207

315

351

354
166
382
368

386

401

416
383

349
3t3
296
261
253
20E

191

159

149

136

126
116

108

124
93

84
49

57
37

27

0

15.5

17.5

15.2

22.1
22.7
23.r
26.2
27.0
26.8
29.6
30.7
31.7
3t.7
32.1

32.r
29.8
n.7
24.7
24.5
22.7
22.5
18.7

16.9

14.2

12.6
12.6

l l.9
tt.2
l0.l
11.5

8.0
8.3
5.8

**

* The peak of the Jewish population, constituting about one third of the total population.

** Deported on October 22, lg40
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Abraham

Alperowitz

Bamberger

Blr

Baracker

Biegeleisen

Bloch

Blum

Brandeis

Braunschweig

Bruchsaler

Cohn

Daniel

Dreyfuss

Dukas

Eberlin

Eppinger

Flanter

Gotschlick

Goldschmidt

Gombrich

Gradwohl

hxtt?l tlp vliprp irlg

Family Names of Sulzburg Jews

Greif

Grtinwald

Gutrnann

Heilbronner

Hirschel

Jeremias

Kahn

Kallmann

Kleefeld

Koppel

Krdner

Kusel

khmann

lrser

I-evi

Liebermann

Marx

Mayer

Mezger

Michel

Moses

Ottenheimer

Reitz

Rieser

Ruf

Salomon

Schweizer

Simon

Strauss

Weil

Wertheimer

Wilmersdorf

Wolf

Wormser

Ziwi
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Ihe 4 Principal.fewish Farniligs
Compared to the Total Jewish

Population of Sulzburg

Others
34?o

Bloch - 25Vo

Dukas - 5%

Weil- LSVo Kahn -2LVo

I Bloch -
25Vo

I weit -
lSVo

I Dukas- Ll xat.,-
|Vo 2LVo

I othe"s -

34Vo

Relative Population of Sulzburg Jewish Families



tt / SULZBI.'RG

CHAPTER 8

TI{E RABBINATE

"Designate a rabbi for yourself."
(Ethics of the Fathers l:6)

ll t ilrPu

T) abbi (my master) derives from the Hebrew term for the

l< spiritual leader of a congregation and community. Usually,
L \ the rabbi excels in character, scholarship and ability to
render authoritative decisions in halochoft, Jewish law.

Since lcabolas hatorah (the giving of the Torah) through Moshe
Rabbeinu (our teacher Moses) on Mount Sinai some 3,300 years

ago, most Jewish communities have chosen a spiritual leader with
qualifications similar to Moshe's, forming an unbroken chain of
transmission down through the generations. And Sulzburg was no
exception to the rule.

From Sulzburg's inception as a Jewish community, her rabbis
were distinguished men, who spread the town's fame far beyond
the borders of Germany. Their scholarship and the preeminence of
their works earned Sulzburg admittance to famous libraries
throughout the world.

The First Sulzburg Rabbi

In 1546, Markgraf Ernest permitted the Jews of Sulzburg to
engage their first rabbi. Rabbi David Blum, whose manuscripts
won him worldwide admiration, served from 1546 to 1.577, when
the Jews were expelled from Sulzburg.

When they returned to Sulzburg in 1664 after a century of
banishment, they were at first unable to afford the services of a

rabbi. Therefore, they joined with other communities in Baden
whose religious needs were ministered to by the rabbis of Worms.

As discussed in Chapter 1, Worms was one of the very oldest
Jewish communities in western Europe, served by some of the
most distinguished, world famous rabbis.
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TIIE RABBINATE
Name Datc & Place

of Birth
Date & Ptrrce
of Death

Years of
Service

Seat of
Rrbbinate

Worms rabbis who ministered to Sulzburg

1. R. Moses Samson Bacharach 1607 Frankfurt 1670 Frankfurt 1650-1670 Worms

2- R. Aron Teomim-Friinkel 1530 Worms 1690 Cracow 1670-16E7 Worms

3. R. Joir Chaim Bacharach 1639 I*ipnik 1702 $/orms 1689-1702 Worms

4. R. Abraham Naftali Hirsch
Spitz

1628 Mehren l7l2 ltorms 1704-1712 Worms

Durlach rabbis who ministered to Sulzburg

1. R. Isak Salomon Kahn Cracow t7t3-1718 Durlach

2. R. Samuel Weil Rappoltsweiler r7t8-t720 Durlach

3. R. Nathan Uri Kahn,
Rabbinatsverweser (Assistant

RabbD

Metz 1750 Karlsruhe 17r8-1720 Durlach

Alsace rabbi who ministered to Sulzburg

l. R. BenjaminWolf 1700 Hagenau

Rabbis based in Sulzburg

1. R. David Blum 1546-t577
c.

Sulzburg

2. R. David Kahn 1670

Rappoltsweiler
1744 Sulzburg 1720-1727

1727-t744
Breisach

Sulzburg

3. R. Isaak Kahn 1710 Breisach 1797 Sulzburg t1M-1797 Sulzburg

4. R- Abraham Weil 1754 Prague 1832 Sulzburg 1797-t832 Sulzburg

5. R. Emanuel Dreyfuss 1806 Rixheim 1886 Sulzburg 1832-1886 Sulzburg

6. R. Salomon Bamberger,

Stiftsrabb. (Assistant Rabbi)

1835

Wiesenbronn

191 8

Wtirzburg

fao+-rtzz Sulzburg

Freiburg rabbis who ministered to Sulzburg

l. R. Adolf Lewin 1843 Pinne 1910 Freiburg 1886-r910 Freiburg

2. R. Max Eschelbacher 1880 1964 1910-1912 Freiburg

3. R. Julius Zimmels t9t2-t935 Freiburg

4. R. Siegfried Scheuermann 1935-1938 Freiburg

Sulzburg-born rabbis who ministered to other communities

l. R. Nathaniel Weil 1818 Sulzburg 1892 Karlsruhe 1859-r892 Karlsruhe

2. R. Elieser Lipmann Kahn 1842 Sulzburg 1936
Wiesbaden

l 870-1936 Wiesbaden



90 / SULZBURG

The following Worms Rabbis ministered
to the spiritual needs of Sulzburg:

Until 1670:

Until 1687:

Until 1702:

Until l7L2:

Rabbi Moses Samson Bacharach (1607-1670).
Authored Chut Hashoni (The Red Thread) responsa
collection, Frankfurt, L679.
Rabbi Aron Teomim-Frflnkel (1630-1690).
Authored Mate Aharon (Rod of Aaron), Frankfurt,
L678.In 1689, French troops invaded Worms and
burned the entire Jewish quarter to the ground.
Rabbi Joir Chaim Bacharach (1639-1702).
Authored Chavas Yoif (The Opinion of yoir)
responsa collection, Frankfurt, 1699. Son of
aforementioned Moses Samson Bacharach. Became
rabbi of Worms after its rebuilding. possessed a
collection of manuscripts by the first Sulzburg
rabbi, David Blum.
Rabbi Abraham Naftali Hirsch Spitz (L6ZB-L7LZ).
Authored Mole Rozon (Full of Good Wilt),
Frankfurt, l7l0.

In addition to the worms rabbis who ministered to the needs
of sulzburg, rabbis of other communities also served sulzburg's
Jewish population:

Rabbis of Other Communities
Who Ministered to Sulzburg

In 1700, Rabbi Benjamin Wolf, who officiated in Hagenau,
Elsass, took charge of the spiritual needs of the communities in
Baden.

ln 1713, a general assembly of Durlach Jewry elected Rabbi

The title of this book was given in honor and memory of his
grandmother, Chava (Eva) Bacharach, an outstanding, learned woman in
her own right.

9
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Isak Salomon Kahn Chief Rabbi of the Provinces of Baden and
Durlach. Rabbi Kahn originated from Cracow and had been Rabbi
of Philipsburg since l7LO. At first, the seat of the rabbinate was
in Durlach; later, it moved to Pforzheim.

In 1718, Rabbi Samuel Weil of Rappoltsweiler was elected
Chief Rabbi of Baden-Durlach. His appointed assistant, Rabbi
Nathan Uri Kahn, was born in Metz and later officiated in
Karlsruhe, preceding Rabbi Nathaniel Weil, author of Korbon
Nesanel (Natlwniel's affering). Rabbi Nathan Uri Kahn passed
away on June 16, 1750.

The Rabbinate Returns to Sulzburg

On May L3, 1720, the Jews of the Oberland again received a
rabbi of their own, Rabbi David Kahn. Born in Rappoltsweiler,
Rabbi Kahn took his first pulpit in the city of Breisach.

With his move to Sulzburg on February 25, L727, after an 150-
year intemrption, Sulzburg again had its own rabbi and also
became the seat of the district rabbinate.

In addition to Sulzburg, Rabbi David Kahn also ministered to
the spiritual needs of Badenweiler, Eichstetten, Emmendingen,
Ihringen, Kirchen, Ldrrach, Mtillheim and Roteln.

After Rabbi David Kahn's passing in L744, his son Rabbi
Isaak Kahn was elected district rabbi, and the rabbinate was again
headquartered in Sulzburg. During his fifty-ttree year tenure, his
fame for profound erudition and sterling character spread
throughout the land.

Rabbi Abraham Weil, son of Chief Rabbi Thia Weil and
grandson of the renown Rabbi Nathaniel Weil, was chosen after
Rabbi Isak Kahn's passing inl797 . Rabbi Abraham Weil officiated
for thirty-four years until his death in 1832. During his tenure, the
congregation built its own synagogue in 1823.

Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss, chosen in 1832, was also the scion
of a distinguished family. He authored the well-known Orach
Mqshorim. Under his fifty-four year leadership, the community
attained its peak population.
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Rabbi Salomon Bamberger, an associate rabbi and teacher in
Sulzburg and a prolific writer, assisted Rabbi Dreyfuss for eight
years.

With Rabbi Dreyfuss's death in 1886, the Sulzburg Rabbinate
ended, and the community was forced to turn to the more modern
rabbis of the next large city, Freiburg.

The trbeiburg Rabbis who ministered to the spiritual needs
of the Sulzburg Jewish congregation were:

Until 1910: Rabbi Dr. Adolf Lewin (1843-1910). Authored
History of the Jqus in Baden (Karlsruhe, 1909) and

The Jews in Freiburg (Treves, 1890).

Until 1912: Rabbi Dr. Max Bschelbacher (1880-1964).
Formerly rabbi in Bruchsal. After L9L2, rabbi in
Dtisseldorf.

Until 1935: Rabbi Dr. Julius Zimels. Formerly rabbi in
Karlsruhe. Retired and emigrated to Palestine in
1935.

Until 1938: RabbiDr. SiegfriedScheuermann. Officiateduntil
November, 1938. Fled the Nazis to the United
States.

The Rabbis of Sulzburg
"To David, a hymn of praise" 'rtl? ftnm

(Psalms 23: l)

Rabbi David Blum

Neither the dates of birth and death, nor the places of birth and
burial of the first rabbi of Sulzburg, Rabbi David Blum are known.
Nevertheless, no less than nineteen sources mention his manifold
activities, his prolific work and the overwhelming admiration he
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received. He attained fame during his lifetime, fame that reached
well beyond the border of Crermany. Thus the fame of Sulzburg,
too, spread far and wide.

Rabbi Blum officiated in Sulzburg from approximately 1546
until 1577. He earned the town of Sulzburg its first entry into
religious Jewish writings. Not only did he function as rabbi, he
also founded and led a yeshiva (TaLnudical Seminary), producing
eminent scholars who later assumed important rabbinic positions.
Rabbi David Blum was also an excellent soler (scribe), writing
Torah scrolls, tephilin arrd rnezuzos (parchment rolls attached to
doorposts). Some of his manuscripts are preserved in the
Stadtbibliothek (Municipal Library) of Hamburg.

In addition, Rabbi Blrrm authored a great number of slalos
u'tshuvos (responsa) in reply to Jewish law queries he received.

Under his pioneering leadership, the first lewish cemetery in
the Baden highland region @adisches Oberland) was established.

He led his community until the expulsion of the Jews in 1577 .

In the Generallandesarchiv (General County Archive), Rabbi
Blum is listed among Jewish residents of Sulzburg in 1576 as
David Rabbiner.

Little more is known of his life. He was related by marriage
to Rabbi Joseph ben Mordechai Gershon Katrn of Cracow, an
outstanding scholar and brother-in-law of Rabbi Moses Isserles
(Ramo)lo. Most likely, he either visited or moved to Palestine,
for a collection of responsa by the eminent Rabbi Salomon
Luriarr (1510-1573) cites a teshuvoh (response) by Rabbi Blum

Authored glosses to the Slwlclnn Ontch (Code of lewish lzw), still in
use today.

t0

ll The Luria family produced distinguished rabbis, the most faurous
among them Rabbi Isaac ben Salomon Luria (1534-L572). Born in
Jerusalem to German parents, he was a disciple of Rabbi Bezalel Ashkenazi,
also a descendent of German Jews and author of Shitoh Mehtbqes
(Gathered Opinion).

Rabbi Luria, also known as Arizal, was a strong exponent of Kaboloh
(the study of esoteric traditions) and pursued a most rcligious life of
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sent from the Holy [,and to Rabbi Luria, discussing Rabbi Blum's
favorite subject, the correct script for mezuzos.

The various honorable references to Rabbi David Blum are so

outstanding that they deserve citation in their originals:

1) Rabbi Joseph ben Mordechai Gershon Kahn writes in his
Shearis Josef (Cracow, 1590) of Rabbi David Blum: NrilV rt'r
Etnl fX t)ln? .r!IP. "A generation of which he (Rabbi David
Blum) is part is neither orphaned nor deserted. "

2) The famous historian, Professor David Kaufman, in Revue
des Etudes Juives (Paris, 1891) writes, "Sa superiorile dans
la connaissance du Talrud rangeait parmi les plus c0libres
rabbins allenwrds. (His [Rabbi David Blum's] superiority in
the knowledge of the Talmud places him among the most
celebrated rabbis of Germany.)"

3) The Jewish Encyclopedia (New York, l90lz) describes him as

follows, "He was classed among the best Talmudic authorities
in Germany."

4) Hakarmel by Brtill (Vilna, 1875) quotes Rabbi Blum's
outstanding disciple, Rabbi Josef Aschkenazi, Rabbi of Metz,
as describing his teacher as "the great genius of the
generation, our rabbi and master. "

Other sources also mention Rabbi David Blum:

5) Jechiel Zu;rrz in Ir Hazedek (The Righteous City, I-emberg,
1874).

6) Rabbi Markus Horowitz in Franlcfuner Rabbinen (Frankfurt
am Main, 1884). Refers to an approbation by Rabbi David

penetrating Torah study and unusual devotion. He attracted a circle of
luminaries and pious men, including Rabbi Shlomo Alkabez who gained

fame through his liturgical poem Lechoh Dodi (Come, My Fiend), which
has been incorporated into the Friday evening services and is recited to this
day.

Rabbi Isaac Luria compiled a host of writings, which were published
posthumously. He passed away in Safed at the early age of thirty-eight.
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Blum of Sulzburg issued to Rabbi Isaak Gtinzburg.
7) chaim Michel rnLexicon der weisen Israers and deren werke

(Enqclopedia of the Wise Men of Israel and their Works,
Frankfurt, 1851). "He [Rabbi Blum] disseminated rorah and
occupied himself with Heavenly work, i.e., writing Torah
scrolls, tephilin and mezuzos.,,

8) David Kaufman in Rabbi Joir chaim Baclwrach and his
Ancestors (Trier, 1890). Mentions works owned by Rabbi
Bacharach, among them a collection of approbations and a
collection of Kuntereisim (Booklers) by Rabbi David Blum of
Sulzburg.

9) Rabbi chaim Josef David An,/,ai (Horav chido) in his shem
Hagedolim (Name of the Great, Livorno, 1774). Speaks about
Rabbi David Blum of Sulzburg.

10) Enqtclopedia Judaica (Berlin, 1929). Notes that Rabbi
Joseph Aschkenazi emphasized proudly ttrat he had been a
disciple of Rabbi David Blum of Sulzburg.

11) Rabbi Yechiel Heilperin in his monumental seder Hadoros
(The Order of the Generations, 20th ed., New york, lgTg).
Lists Rabbi Blum.

12) catalogue of the Hebrew Manuscripts in the Municipal
Library of Hamburg (Hamburg, 1878). Describes the various
manuscripts of Rabbi David Blum of Sulzburg.

13) Rabbi Jacob Hacohen in his ozar Hagedolim Atufei yakov
(The Treasure of the Great, the princes of lacob, Haifa,
1967). Lists Rabbi Blum.

14) Rabbi Noson Friedman in his ozar Horabonim (The Treasure
of the Rabbis, Bnei Brak, L975). Calls Rabbi Blum of
Sulzburg, "A miraculous rabbinical genius.,,

15) Aron Freimann rnThe union catatog of Hebrew Manuscripts
and their Location, published by the American Academy ior
Jewish Research (New York, 1964). Mentions Rabbi Blum.

16) Adolf Neubauer in his catalogue of the Hebrew Manuscripts
(Oxford, 1886). Lists Rabbi Blum.

L7) The lqvish Enqtclopedia (New york, lg}2).In the entry on
Rabbi Josef ben Isak Halevi Aschkenazi, mentions that his
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master and teacher was Rabbi David Blum of Sulzburg.
18) Perhaps the highest tribute to Rabbi Blum, however, is by

Rabbi Zalmen Apterod in a Selichos (Book of Supplicatory
Prayers) published in Frankfurt am Main in 1725 in which he
states that the nusach (version of prayer) used was that of the
head of the Rabbinical Court and Yeshiva Dean, Rabbi David
Blum of Sulzburg. Thus, for 150 years, Rabbi Blum's prayer
customs were transmiffed and followed.

19) Despite great effort and extensive correspondence with
experts, this writer was unable to trace the genealogy of
Rabbi Blum, which remains obscure. In his Catalogue of
Hebrew Manuscriprs, Aron Freimann mentions a family tree
which may have contained information about Rabbi Blum's
ancestors and descendants. In their letter, the Library of
Congress expressed "keen regret" that they were unable to
identify this particular item.
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M THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

WASHINGTON, D.c. 2o5ao

August 13, 1979
AFRICAN AND MIDDLE EASTERN DryISTON

Dear !.Ir. ICah,Ir

ft le a matter of keen regret that f bave not been able
to ttteatif)r Aron Fr.eJnannrs last ba:rd*rltten note 1u eutry no. 1l58lr
of the Unlon Catalog of Eebren manuscripts ald Their IdcatLon, v. 2.

I take the nane itlSvensteLnrr to refer to Eabbl Leopoltt
kiwenstein, but the only publlshed rr*ambaun' that I ftad hi ries cotlnec-
ted rlth ls the genea.lory be preparecl for August erpenheln, i. e.
Stambauu Etles August Oppenheiul (Mannhetn, 1908). The note calxnot
refer to that geuealogy, hovever, as Rabbl Davltt BLun (Alune)
flourlsheil ln the nltltll"e of the 15th century -- accordLng to the
arttcLe ln the Gerzan hcyclopaedia JutlaLca, y. L, cots, 87O-1(Berlln, ].'929) -- wherffitore iracetl by L6venstein
in the Oppenheln famlly tree 11ved in the late ]]th century.

'\":"t' ("--,p-
I'tfron M. Weinstein
Area Speclal.ist
Ilebraic Section

Letter from The Library of Congress
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The Manuscripts of Rabbi David Blum in the Municipd
Library of Hamburg and at Oxford

The Stadtbibliothek of Hamburg possesses about sixty
handwritten pages by Rabbi David Blum of Sulzburg. The writing
is so even and the margins so straight that at first, the manuscripts
appear to be typeset. Nearly every page is captioned; the contents
are mainly religious texts such as engagement and marriage
contracts, gittin (bills of divorce) and, chalizos (exemptions from
levirate marriage) or legal documents such as testimonies,
sunmonses to the Rabbinical Court, deeds, partnership agreements
and donor declarations. Sulzburg is repeatedly mentioned. Also
preserved is a collection of Tikun Shtoros and Tihm Sofrim
(Glosses to Religious Documents and Instructions for Scribes)
which he compiled.

In addition to documents written or compiled by Rabbi Blum, the
library possesses manuscripts of other scribes and scholars referring
to Rabbi Blum. For example, a manuscript by the famous Rabbi
Josef Nordlingen Hahn (d. t637), head of the Rabbinical Court and
Yeshiva Dean in Frankfurt, quotes the handwritten responsa of the
gaon (geruls), Rabbi Blum of Sulzburg. Fragments of this collection
discussing customs prevailing in Frankfurt were printed under the
title Josef Omez (He Will Stengthen) in t723. In another
manuscript, Rabbi David Blum is referred to as "that great man of
the holy congregation of Sulzburg, in the province of Breisgau. "

His precise, artistic handwriting was a prototype for other
communities. Documents report that a certain text followed the
example of Rabbi David Blum or was copied from a text by Rabbi
Blum. Yet another manuscript states, "We found in the Sefer
Ntzochon (Victory), that had been copied by Rabbi Blum... "

The Oxford Library also possesses manuscripts that refer to
Rabbi Blum. Oxford manuscript #2289 fol. 162B rulmes a
collection of responsa assembled by Rabbi Pinchas, a disciple of
Rabbi Salomon Luria, containing a decision of Rabbi David Blum
of Sulzburg. Moreover, Oxford manuscript #2249 fol. 23 contains
a poem directed to Rabbi Blum.
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Manuscripts of Rabbi Blum (with permission of the Hamburg Municipal Library).

Although the writing is over 400 years old, the text is still legible and well

preserved.
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The Works of Rabbi Blum

A. Authored

1. Commentaries to Scriptures (ca. 1550)

(Manuscript in the Municipal Library of Hamburg)

2. Shtlos U'tshuvos (Responsa), quoted in
a) Collection of customs of Frankfurt Jewry compiled by

Rabbi Joseph N<irdlingen Hahn, losef Omez
(manuscript in the Municipal Library of Hamburg)

b) Collection of writings by Rabbi Pinchas, a disciple of
Rabbi Solomon Luria (manuscript in the Municipal
Library of Hamburg)

c) Shearis Josef responsa collection by Rabbi Joseph ben
Mordechai Gershon Kahn printed in Cracow

3. Approbations, quoted in

a) Rabbi Joir Chaim Bacharach & seine Ahnen by David
Kaufmann, Trier, 1890

b) Franlcfurter Rabbinen by Markus Horowitz, Frankfurt
a/M, 1884

c) Shalos (J'tshuvos Maharshal by Rabbi Salomon Luria,
Lublin, 1575

B. Copied: (manuscripts in the Stadtbtbliothek of Hamburg)

1. Tikun Shtoros (Glosses to Religious Documents) with
precise texts of religious documents such as marriage and
divorce contracts

2. Tikun Sofrim (Instructions for Scibes)

3. Nizochon (Victory), compiled by Rabbi Jomtof Lipman
Mtilhausen. Correct copy of this book, printed 16M in
Altdorf.
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Rabbi Blum's handwritten commentary to scriptures (with permission of the
Hamburg Municipal Library)
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'Praise unto Davidn
(Psahtu, 145:l)

rt* il?irF

Rabbi David Kahn

Rabbi David Kahn was the scion of a famous, aristocratic
family of Kohanim (Priests). His family possessed a documented

family tree reaching as far back as Ezra Hasofer (the Scribe) who
was the tenth generation after the first Kohen Godol (High Priest)
Aaron, the brother of Moshe Rabbeinu (our teacher Moses).

The Talmud in Treatise Sanhedrin 21b, states, nHad Moshe

not preceded him, Ezra would have been the appropriate conduit

for delivering the Torah to Israel." The sage Ezra led the return

of the Jews to the land of Israel from the Babylonian (Iraqi) exile
n 372 B.C.E., i.€., about 2365 years ago. He required those who
had married non-Jews to separate from them, and he taught them
anew the ancient Biblical law, demanding strict observance.

Regrettably, the pedigree tracing the genealogy of the Kahn

family to Ezra, which Jehuda (I*opold) Kahn (1750-1836) of
Sulzburg possessed, was lost during anti-Jewish violence. Rabbi
Jehuda made every effort to relocate this document which was so

important to his family-unfornrnately in vain.
It was almost a foregone conclusion that David Kahn, scion of

such a noble family comprised of so many world famous rabbis,

would become a rabbi.
The outstanding sages who were part of the family, or related

by marriage, included the following prominent scholars and

luminaries:
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Rabbi Elozor ben Azario Hacohenr2

Rabbi Shlomo ben Yizchok (Rashi)

Rabbi Moses ben Nachmon (Nachmanides)

Rabbi Meier ben Boruch (of Rothenburg)
Rabbi Meier Katzenellenbogen
Rabbi Moses Isserles

Rabbi Jacob Sasportas

Rabbi Nathaniel Weil

ca.73
1040-1 105

rt95-t270
t2t5-t293
1482-t565
1520-t572
l6l0-1698
t687-1769

N"Ty F'rylN r:t
r"Ur.l

J"frr'l
)ll!:gtfiP Pna-O

tl'['rD E']nh
N"r!'l
p'ErDuu rill: rll
hu rrtr

and many more.
Rabbi David Kahn's father, Rabbi Jakob Kahn, had succeeded

his father, Rabbi Isaak Kahn as rabbi of Rappoltsweiler. A great
Talmudical scholar and an exceptionally pious sage, Rabbi Jakob
was also rosh yeshiva (dean of the yeshiva) in Rappoltsweiler.

The inscription on his gravestone reads as follows:
Here lies buried IDP)'I '11i7: ;rD

a zaddik (righteous man) Pt-ly lD'N

full of Torah nlln NtD
and mizvos (goods deeds) nlYDl

as a pomegranate .I]Dl)

(which has countless seeds),

a scholar whose tongue ND'II I:llD Nllly
never ceased iTtoD N)

studying Torah, nY bl ND'IDD

the genius, the chosid (pious) llDn;l J'lNlil
and the pure rabbi and ''t"lN "r'tiilri't'I

rosh mesivta (acaCemy dean) here it"y itD D"'t'l
may his soul rest in peace

his soul is prepared ntltY lnDU:
for the world to come, JDIID f"ily r11)

our rabbi and master "t"ii't]D f"'ti'l

Rabbi Jakob Ilacohen (Kahn) JD;'l lPy!
the memory of the righteous is a blessing b"yl

ofRappoltsweiler, "l)llllrDtD

summoned to the Heavenly yeshiva D"lu i't:.'ur't) uriTfn)

Sunday, 22ndof Teveth 5482 (1722). f"Dn nfU f"),'N E'Pf

As related in the Talmud,, Brochos 27b, Reb Elozor was the tenth direct
descendent of Ezra Hasofer (the Scribe).

t2
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His son, Rabbi David Kahn, proved himself a worthy successor
to his illustrious ancestors.

Born in 1670 in Rappoltsweiler, Rabbi David married Beile
Wormser, the daughter of Moshe Wormser from Breisach. After
his wedding, he settled in the town of Winzenheim so that he
could devote himself undisturbed to tne study of the Talmud.

Aware of his remarkable qualifications, the town of
Winzenheim persuaded him to become their rabbi. He was elected
rabbi of Breisach and thereafter appointed rabbi of the entire
Oberland.

ln 1727 , the seat of the provincial rabbinate was transferred to
Sulzburg where it remained, well established, for 160 years.

There, Rabbi David Kahn flourished. Since his rabbinical duties
extended to a half dozen other communities-some remote-he was

constantly busy, especially since the primary vehicle of
transportation was horse and wagon. Nevertheless, he discharged
his duties of ministering to the province to the complete
satisfaction of his flock.

Many of Rabbi Kahn's thoughtprovoking, profound comments
on Scripture are quoted in Zera Jakob (The Seed of Jacob,
Grodno, 1788) by his relative Rabbi Jakob Kahn, who refers to
him as Hamo'or Hagodol (The Great Luminary).

A kesuboh (marriage contract) with Rabbi David Kahn's
signature is still extant.

On July 24, 1742, at the age of 72, Rabbi Kahn petitioned his
congregation for an assistant. They granted his wish by assigning
his son, Rabbi Isaak Kahn, as Associate Rabbi. Two years later,
in May of 1744, Rabbi David Kahn passed away in Sulzburg.
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Partial Family Tree of the Kahn Family
Including 8 Generations in Sulzburg

l39s-r272 B.C.E.)The first Priest

Direct descendents until

l0th direct

Rabbi in ca-

Rabbi in (1640-1722)

l) Rabbi David Kahn (1670-1744)
in Sulzburg Breisach) Rabbi Moses Kahn

Isaak Kahn (1710-1797)

hndrabbi in Rabbi Chaim Feivush Kahn

3) David Kalm -
Sulzburg (1743-1818)

(1750-l

Kahnb)
(teacher) ( l 730-r 805)

Rabbi of Wistenitz.

Author of hra Yakov

Rabbi Jacob

t717- Gershon Josef Kahn
Rabbi Yecheskel Kahn

Isaak Kahn
l8t l-1900)

6) Bezalel Kahn

Sulzburg (1851-1923)
6b) Rabbi Elieser Lipmann Kahn
(r842-r936)

Sulzburg-Rabbi in Wiesbaden

7) Shmuel Kahn (1882-t 7b) Yehuda Kahn (1884-1942)
Sulzburg-Auschwitz

Sulzburg (1920)
8) 8b) Bezalel Kahn

Sulzburg (1929)

Kahn family tree
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"And Isaac sowed

in that land"
(Gcncsis 26: 12)

Nlilil FINI iTBYl nlu

Rabbi Isaak Kahn

Rabbi Isaak Kahn succeeded his father David as rabbi of the
Jewish community of Oberland with the seat of the rabbinate in
Sulzburg.

Isaak Kahn was born in Breisach in 1710. ln 1736, he married
Schdnle Weil, daughter of Moses Weil of Sulzburg and niece of
Oberland Rabbiner (Chief Rabbi) Nathaniel Weil of Karlsruhe.
Sch<inle's grandmother, mother of Moses and Nathaniel Weil, was
a descendant of the Tosafist Rabbi Efraim and of Rabbi Meier of
Rottenburg (Maharammei'Rottenburg), as well as of the famous
Rabbi Jehuda Weil (born 1365).

After his marriage, Rabbi Isaak Kahn studied in Frankfurt am
Main from 1736 to L739 under the great Rabbi Jacob Poppers
(1650-1740), author of the Shev Jakob (Jacob Replies) responsa.
After returning to Sulzburg, Rabbi Isaak Kahn assisted his father
as associate rabbi from July 24, 1742until his father's passing in
May, 1744. On May 26, he was elected successor as [,and
Rabbiner (Rabbi of the Province) of Oberland.

Rabbi Isaak Kahn was a distinguished man, highly respected by
the sages of his time, as evident in numerous publications. Zera
Jakob (The Seed of Jacob) by his relative, Rabbi Jakob Kahn of
Wistenitz, contains many of his explanations to Scripture.

He wrote approbations to Zera Jakob onTehilim (Psalms) and
Koheles (Ecclesiastes). In the author's introductions to these
approbations, he describes Rabbi Isaak Kahn as, "The great and
famous rabbi. " Rabbi Kahn also gave an approbation to the
printing of Sefer Chiddushei Mahnral Miprag al Tur lore Deo
(Commentaries and Explanatory Additions to The Code of Jewish
Law, Firth, 1775) by the renown Rabbi Jehudo ben Bezalel of
Prague, known as "The High Rabbi Liiw" (or by his acronym
Maharal, 1520-1609).

Rabbi Isaak Kahn received honorary mention in the



107 / TIIE RABBINATE

nlDfEn
lTPn trrw stlxDtr p ETn nDlDn nl:E rn6:E .1E,ll3
qri*o rnrenu:? nurbtt ilP:T:lr ;;;; ,*'ir',.,, pr,r:,I P)ll )ru 

r,rEg Y?!?::l nonrr:r nlglg
irt orlrno rrrD T0,r! i'nrnnq rr0n 'rl rnrn 

?rrrs, t)Dg ,,, orrro, ,n,ii"el l{g or'o l'DD ratttl {l,l'
plrpgr eDDf Duritrtoo:i, i"io 'rryiol7fino 'OY?DD" rh:r rpyt ,rl
i- o:tiro .ro lmr oED trr)t 6plpt t9r on0f ,D fitll) !Dr), olrE rD :r)sr!

*'f,1#i11,,i1il f;flfi"fffi]]3 Drrt'1T n}1nf:n cnn }p

ifiiii"Oiii;i i;iD! i1i i'1oo or;o:)rp3'pt rnrfi: :sfi: fiipr lilp:r :rfirr
g$norrll0rD F0Nrrrlur!0 t'rop'lt0r,'l'110lr ,DD nlgl:r rtip :rnir

H|'?,i,T'il#"ll'313 3,,1'.,,'ij[' ;]il 'il D'? etm .g'E\ rDT r'1

#';;; ;;;";, ,r, iiii er;iol fuo arol 'rr$ qoo nr':ri roor )>r ornDo

ffi i;i:T$; inn gil prru 'dilpp rro 0r)rrr! f:is o'rnb n]r ntno) ntnp]
pi rra [o_::tl. outD0'rit rluo ]r:'t $u s'0 

olrs !r)ED:p:nfi s,b o,lirtlri rni, g\trt ot'rlo hp! lnrrot gt'g lgt
iliiiio"irtilr'i'ioio-ririi 

-iotn t'r pttt J't:r l:in nE: 'nll
7D'lt lDtl ?'DD tgr,r fi! 159rr1Pr1
' rPir artignh nro) Dl1l, tt'

,0 ot. or.sr ornno !p ptl :rpn )$f: t''l '? 'l '!tJ'ujOy,l frblntrmD?n P'D)
SuPo onoir nl0ln ta 7t::n 3'1n: Pn$ 'Pi,

Tll0rr r10, P0)t
!,r1onar :rt:t?tr P'PDn l;l!il n'l
prirolro ., Jrlr$l: ?'? ,Y !'Ia'l

0rr pb l.lr 1C!:u pror Drr?,rl l'tlrrrl, .il:r'tEin

r$n l$rir fn6 r:r p:n 111 ,rn r"n!:,X;;yr;[I PnSt ]',lg,r;r" 
l{r:r:'r.r':u l' D"'Fi

il':.uilifi*';,?ffi Ufi 51l5tT,h.liiHintlx;$;kii'Ill1t]1']l
iin6 o.'116 rEr! El\))torr) JPi

l{*Ilvfi ,Lsrfi*ff*lt*l**u*'mry:d
95ep r; olE' Dro:ir iru! '! nlr!i') ' Epr:" 

'h!5'h5 
' cn:): p'1;rlt or:r$ 'ir n:Ern

br oul'pr pl )1! 1r*2n tnrp;;i' ' EJtn 'ir nrrp: s''1';11 6';1 r'lf,r! r:l' ' Dn.t\'rrl

: on',ii i,n, il;r'l.rrJP 'r ' Er'\"g 'nsp 
iu firt

The approbations issued by Rabbi lsaak Kahn of Sulzburg
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introductionto Kol Bo (All Inclusive Law Code, Fiirth, 1785).
The renown historian and rabbi of Mosbach, Rabbi Dr.

kopold k)wenstein, included a short biography of Rabbi Kahn in
his publication Contributions to the Htstory of the tews in
Germany,2nd part.

Toras Nesanel (The Teachtng of Nathaniel, Ftirth, L795),
written by his wife's uncle, the aforementioned Rabbi Nathaniel
Weil, cites a question sent by Rabbi Kahn to Rabbi Weil. In his
responsum, Rabbi Weil addresses Rabbi Kahn as the "miraculous
rabbi, saintly kohen (priest), chief of the Rabbinical Court of
Sulzburg." Likewise, his name is honorably mentionedinMinchas
Nesanel (The Offertng of Nathaniel, Bilgoray, 1936).

Indicative of his high esteem in the eyes of the public is the
salutation used by the community leaders of Breisach: *Highly

respected, distinguished, erudite, honored, eminent Chief Rabbi
Kahn."

He authored the cemetery rules and regulations for the cities of
liirrach, Emmendingen and Eichstetten.

Yet Rabbi Kahn excelled not only in religious law; he was well
versed in worldly affairs and active in manifold social endeavors.
Using his strong influence with Markgraf Karl Friedrich, he
interceded for the welfare of his brethren. Rabbi Kahn was also
instrumental in obtaining favorable regulations and decrees from
Kaiser (Emperor) Joseph. In his petition to the Emperor, he
requested "that the Jews may be permitted to attend any school
they please, to live any place they choose and to engage in any
commerce or trade they prefer. " With the granting of his petition,
the Jews attained these civil rights.

In Sulzburg, he also founded and organized a foundation to
help the needy. But his most significant achievement was saving
the lives of many Jews in the Seven Years' War (1756-1763).

After officiating for over a half century, at the age of eighty-
six, Rabbi Kahn requested on August 17,1796 that.due to old age
and weakness" he receive a capable associate rabbi. His son
Jehudo (kopold) Kahn, who served simultaneously as teacher,
was elected to assist him in all rabbinical functions.



rO9 / THE RABBINATE

One year later, on Erev Rosh Hashonoh (Eve of the Jewish
New Year), September 17, 1797, Rabbi Isaak Kahn passed away
and was buried next to his beloved father in Sulzburg's Jewish
cemetely.

Gravestone of Rabbi Isaak Kahn, died 1797 in Sulzburg
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"Abraham...I know that you
are G-d fearing."

(Genesis 22:12)
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Rabbi Abraham Weil

One of the most outstanding genealogies in the history of Jews
in Germany, and perhaps in the history of Jews in general, is the
well-documented lineage of the Weil family, spanning. twenty
generations and five-hundred years, an unbroken chain, son after
father, of rabbis.

The first Rabbi Weil recorded, the patriarch Rabbi Jehudo
Weil, was born in 1360 in Weilerstadt near the city of Stuttgart.
Members of this family were some of the most prominent rabbis

Rabbi Nathaniel lleil, author of Korbon Nesanel
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of Germany. Especially famous was Rabbi Jacob Weil of
Niirnberg, author of Schechitos Ubedikos, a code of ritual animal
slaughter laws, which became the accepted standard for all of
Europe.

Another prominent member of the Weil family was Rabbi
Nathaniel Weil of Karlsruhe, who earned fame for his Korbon
Nesanel, a supercommentary on the Talmudic explanations of the
Rosft (Rabbi Osher ben Jechiel, L250-1328).

The following European countries, states and cities had a rabbi
fiom the Weil family:

Amsterdam
Augsburg
Aurich
Bamberg
Basel
Berlin
Boden
Bruchsal
Brtinn
Burgau

Derbronn
Donauwert
Erfurt
Gtinsburg
Karlsruhe
Kippenheim
[,andau
Lublin
Metz
Miihringen

N<irdlingen
Ntirnberg
Paris
Prague
Rastatt
Schwaben
Sulzburg
Switzerland
Turlach
Ulm

Into this distinguished and illustrious family, Abraham Weil
was born on December 20,1754. His father was Rabbi Thia Weil,
Oberlandrabbiner (Chief District Rabbi) in Karlsruhe and his
grandfather was the celebrated author of Korbon Nesanel.

ln 1778, when he was barely twenty-four years of age, Rabbi
Abraham Weil was elected rabbi of Mtihringen in the Black
Forest, as successor to the great Rabbi David Dispeck, author of
Pardes David (The Garden of David). He officiated in that city for
twenty years.

After the passing of Rabbi Isaak Kahn, many candidates vied
for the prestigious position of rabbi of Sulzburg, but Rabbi
Abraham Weil was chosen and installed as rabbi of Sulzburg,
where he was cherished and esteemed by all.

During his tenure, in 1823, the Sulzburg synagogue was
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constructed. Until then, services had been held in atemporury bais
lnmidrash (study hall), and so the beautiful new edifice added to
the prestige of the rabbi and his congregation.

His first wife, Debora, the daughter of Rabbi Moses Liebhold
of Bruchsal, passed away in 1816, subsequently he married Malka,
daughter of Menle Hirsch of Buttenwiesen and widow of Chief
Rabbi Wolf Kahn of Randegg. She died in Sulzburg on January
22, L822.

Rabbi Abraham Weil had four sons. Jakob authored Toras
Shabbos (The l-aut of the Sabbath, Karlsruhe, 1839). He immersed
himself continually in the study of Talmud and attracted a great
number of disciples who cherished him immensely.

A second son of Rabbi Abraham Weil, Hirsch, lived in
Sulzburg and died in 1856.

Rabbi Yedidya (Thia) Weil
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An outstanding Talmudic scholar, Rabbi Abraham Weil served

Sulzburg for thirty-three years until his death on September 23,
1831 at the age of seventy-seven.
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Partial Family Tree of the Weil Rabbinic Family
with Sulzburg Branches

l) Rabbi Jehuda Weil - Bom 1360
lived in the of Weil the River

2) Rabbi Jacob Weil - Born 1390

author of Shcciilo.r UfudikosRabbi in

Rabbi in Ulm, md Lmdrabbi of Bayem
Weil

Rabbi in Donauwerth
Jakob Weil

Rabbi in

6) Rabbi Jakob Weil
Schwaben and SwitzerlandRabbi in

Rabbi in

Mosqs Meir Weil -
Rabbi in Stuehlingen

Rabbi in Stuehlingen

l0a) Rabbi Nathanael Weil - 1687-1769
in Kulsruhe

l0b) R. Moses Weil 1688-1775

lla) Rabbi Thia Weil - l72l-1805
Chieflandrabbi in Karlsruhe Sulzbug

Provincialrabbi in
- 1754-183t12) Rabbi

Karlsruhe
I3b) R. Hinch Weil l78G

\['eill.+Chma l4b) Rabbi Nathaniel Weil

" Stiftsrabbi
l8l8 Sulzburg - 1892 Karlruhe

Schoenle Weil, the daughrer of Mose.s Weil, Sulzburg, niece of Rabbi Nathanel Weil
married Rabbi Isaak Kahn, Rabbi of Sulzburg

Rabbi Na0anael Weil mmied the daughrer of his uncte, Rabbi Jacob Weil. Thus lhe 2
spouses Chana and Nathm:El were both grandchildrcn of Rabbi Abraham Weil of
Sulzburg

Partial Weil family tree
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"Menachem, the refresher of my soul"
(Lamentrtions l:16)

v?) ltlpD DElt?

Rabbi Emanuel Ilreyfuss (Menachem Treves)
The Last Rabbi of Sulzburg

The Treves-Dreyfuss family was well known throughout
Europe for its many famous rabbis and scholars. The name Treves
was adopted from the German city Treves (Trier; originally in
Latin, Augusta Trevirorum).

Emanuel-Menachem was born in 18(6 in Rixheim, Alsace, a
province in eastern France that alternately belonged to France and

Germany. His father's narne was Abraham and his mother's,
Brendel. Emanuel married Bella, the daughter of Josef Meyer, on
August 31, 1827 in Mtillheim. The marriage certificate displays

Emanuel's occupation:'Rabbinical Candidate. "
In L832, Rabbi Dreyfuss began his rabbinical career in

Sulzburg. He was also a mohel (circumciser) and Talmud teacher.
One of the most outstanding of his many disciples was Rabbi
Nathaniel Weil of Karlsruhe.

During his tenure, the Jewish population in Sulzburg grew so

greatly that the community engaged an associate rabbi to assist in
all rabbinical functions.

Rabbi Dreyfuss attained his greatest recognition, though, from
his celebrated Orach Mqshorim (Mtillhausen, 1858) which spread

his reputation far beyond the borders of his country. The 184

pege, thirty-five chapter book is crowned with the approbation of
the Grand Rabbi of Kolmar, Rabbi Salomon Klein. It discusses a

Jew's duty to the Almighty and to his fellow man. Yiras Shomayim
(fear of Heaven) is the subject of the first chapter, while the last

treats the aspects of peace, researched from the Talmud and other
rabbinic sources. The second edition published during his lifetime
(Mainz, 1878) testifies to the enthusiastic reception Rabbi
Dreyfuss's work received in the Torah world. And a third edition
appeared in 1969, more than a century after the first publication,

this time in Jerusalem.
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Gravestone of Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss with protruding book in the Sulzburg

cemetery
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If further evidence is needed, correspondence from the most
remote reaches of Europe testifies to Rabbi Dreyfuss's tremendous
popularity. One letter, still extant, is dated 1882 and sent from
Rabbi Jehoshua Kron, rabbi of Skala, Galicia, asking Rabbi
Dreyfuss's assistance for the needy. Rabbi Kron addresses Rabbi
Dreyfuss as, "His excellence, the Grand Rabbi, who is well known
in all parts of the globe, deserving praise, fame and honor. The
entire house of Israel blesses his name, he who elevates the honor
and prestige of Israel, the brother of the persecuted. Happy.is the
one who gave birth to him(!). May his holy name and his light
shine forth. "

Rabbi Dreyfuss actively sought the welfare of the Jews beyond
his jurisdiction, as well. In 1846, together with other rabbis, he
petitioned the government for equal civil rights for Jews. The
petition stated: 'our belief is an ideal band ttrat holds the
community together; a chain, the beginning of which, as well as
the end, is the Almighty. This moral connection does not pursue
any material goals. This spirinral element, however, does not
prevent us from wanting to attain equal civil rights as law-abiding
citizens. "

Rabbi Dreyfuss was a staunch follower of tradition and
vehemently opposed any reforms to Judaism. In 1g72, Rabbi
Salomon spitzer of vienna, himself a fierce advocate of orthodoxy
and son-in-law of the world famous chasam Sofer (Rabbi Moses
Sofer), the most outspoken opponent of the reform movement,
published a manifesto entitled Reformbeschftisse quoting many
rabbinical opinions and decisions against reform. Rabbi Dreyfusi
was among the signators.

Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss passed away on November 16, 1gg6,
at the age of eighty+wo after serving his community for fifty+wo
years. His impressive funeral evidenced the high esteem in which
he was held by all.

The coffin was carried first into the synagogue and from there
to the cemetery. cities both in Germany and in other countries
sent delegations to offer their last respects, among them Rabbi
Bamberger of Niederhagenthal, Rabbi Wormser of Tann, Rabbi
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Mock of Mtillhausen, Rabbi Cohn of Basel, Switzerland, Rabbi
kwin of Freiburg and Rabbi Ravitsch of Schmieheim, the renown
translator of the Talmud. In addition, delegations arrived from
Karlsruhe, I-orrach, Kirchen, Eichenst6tten and from many other
cities and towns throughout Germany.

Rabbi Dreyfuss, in his modesty, had wished not to be

eulogized; nevertheless, several rabbis spoke about his outstanding
accomplishments and exceptional merits. Unanimously emphasized
was the great loss, not only to Sulzburg, but to all of Jewry.

In their eulogies, Rabbi Rawitsch and Rabti Cohn both
expressed their profound grief. They asked the Jewish community
of Sulzburg to follow in the footsteps of this great master and

teacher and to follow his shining example of Torah observance.
The weekly newspaper Der Israelit devoted a lengthy obituary to
Rabbi Dreyfuss, of blessed memory.
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"And the Almighty bestowed

wisdom upon Salomon"
(Kings I 5:26)

ntl)g? nD7:rlDl'rl

Rabbi Salomon Bamberger

Rabbi Salomon Bamberger was one of the greatest personalities
who lived and worked in Sulzburg, venerated and admired as a
"holy man. " During his lifetime, he was portrayed in a book as a
legendary figure. The story was also serialized in the orthodox
weekly Der Israelit.

Salomon Bamberger was born on May 1, 1835, in
Wiesenbronn in the German province of Bayern (Bavaria). He was
a scion of a highly respected family of rabbis, one of nine children
born to his father, the distinguished rabbi of Wtirzburg, Rabbi
Seligman Blr Bamberger. Of Salomon's five brothers, four were
rabbis, and of his three brothers-in-law, two were rabbis and the
third a teacher. His father authored seven books on Jewish
religious legal topics.

Salomon was the second oldest son. He married ka Adler of
Aschaffenburg. In 1860, he was ordained as a rabbi and one year
later began his rabbinical career as assistant rabbi in Hassfurt.

In 1864, as the Jewish population of Sulzburg reached its peak,
constituting about one third of the total population, Rabbi
Bamberger was elected as assistant rabbi and instructor of the
youth. In Sulzburg, he flourished and earned the respect and
admiration of the entire community for his modesty and pious way
of life.

District Rabbi Dreyfuss and Stiftsrabbi (Local Rabbi)
Bamberger enjoyed a harmonious and intimate relationship. Both
advocated the most rigorous Orthodoxy, both signed the
aforementioned Reformbeschliisse of Rabbi Salomon Spitzer and
both are mentioned as defenders of Orthodoxy in Gesammelte
Schrifien (Collected Witings) of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch
(Frankturt, 1902).

In Sulzburg, Rabbi Bamberger began his literary work,
publishing his first book in 1868 at barely thirty-three years of
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age. Lirud Oruch (Laicographic Notes), printe6 in Ftirth, is a
collection of lexicographic notes on the Talmudic tractate shabbos
(sabbath) which testifies to the profound ralmudic erudition of the
young sulzburg rabbi. The appearance of this publication once
again demonstrated the productivity of sulzburg and carried its
fame anew far and wide.

The work earned the approbations of six famous rabbis:

1) Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss of Sulzburg. praised the author as
an exemplary character who devoted himself diligently to
the study of the Torah and who was thoroughly acquainted
with Talmud and Shulchon Oruch (Code of Jewish law) as
well as with the commentaries.

2) Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch of Frankturt (1909-tggg),
legendary fighter for traditional Judaism.

3) Rabbi Josef Saul Nathanson of kmberg (lg0g-1975),
author of many authoritative works, the most famous shoel
Umeshiv (Questions and Responses).

4) Rabbi Abraham Adler of Aschaffenburg (1908-1930).
5) Rabbi Jacob Ettlinger (1798-1871) of Altona, author of

many publications, especially famous for Bikurei Jakob
(The First Fruits of Jacob).

6) Rabbi Seligman Bflr Bamberger of Wiirzburg (1g07-1g7g).

ln 1872, Rabbi Bamberger published a second work, this time
on the tractate Brochos (Blessings). In the same year, he received
an honorable call to become rabbi of L,engnau, Switzerland.

In 1880, his next work on the tractates Rosh Hashonoh, Taanis
and. snl*os (lewish New Year, Fasts and. Tabernacles) was printed
in Mainz. That year, he was elected rabbi of Niederhagenthal,
Alsace, where he officiated until 1887. From there, he was called
to sennheim, which was his last pulpit. He was a prolific writer,
publishing Hegion Schlomo (The Thoughts of Salomon, Mairo,
1878) and commentaries to the tractate Megiloh (Religious scroll,
Berlin, 1897). In addition to his own writings, he translated his
father's More Lesobchim (Guide for Ritual slnughterers) from
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Hebrew to German and printed it in Frankfurt in 1894. Finally, in

1912 he wrote an introduction to and published Zion Menachem

(Memorial to Menachem), the Torah commentary of his brother-in-
law Rabbi Menachem Adler of Kizingen.

Rabbi salomon Bamberger passed away in wtirzburg on March

10, 1918.
Great, pious men become legends after their passing. Only the

greatest men, however, attain the designation of sage and "holy
man" during their lifetime. Rabbi Salomon Bamberger was such

a rabbi.

Rabbi M. Lehmann

The well known rabbi of Mainz, Rabbi Marcus lrhmann,
founded a weekly newspaper , Der Israelit, to champion the cause

of Orthodoxy. He maintained the highest journalistic standards

while at the same time publishing interesting and informative
articles and historical stories. These highly popular publications,

which stressed the joy and dignity of strict adherence to Torah

observance, shared a single purpose: glorifying and enhancing the

Orthodox way of life. Through this medium, he kept many young
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people within the fold of observant Jewry and fought courageously
for authentic Judaism, unadulterated by reform.r3

After Rabbi Lehmann's passing, Selig Schachnowiu became
Der Israelir's editor, following the path forged by the founder of
this central organ of Orthodox Judaism. Mr. Schachnowiz was a
superb author in his own right and wrote, among many other
works, In the Shadov, of the World War (Frankfurt am Main,
l9l7). The subject of the book's first chapter, "The Tree of the
Prophet," is none other than our Rabbi Salomon Bamberger. This
story was also serialized in Der Israelit.

kt us read (in translation) what editor Schachnowiu has to
write about Rabbi Bamberger. We quote:

The Tree of the Prophet
or Hou'the Rabbi Saved an Entire Town from Destruction

The house of the Rabbi of S. - that's where a saint lived. The
Rabbi, a small, slight man with a thin beard and kind, almost shy
eyes, sat day and night over his tomes. Detached from the world
and withdrawn from rhe affairs of the world, he gleaned from
these writings all his knowledge and insight. He burrowed and
burrowed, and the deeper he penetrated the ancient wells of
knowledge, the more clearly did the pure water bubble forth, the
more sparkling were the priceless pearls of eternity, which to him
was the measure of all things. While others in the public world

13 In 1859, an English scientist advanced the "theory of evolution." Rabbi
lehmann forcefully opposed any suggestion tracing man's ancestry to the
monkey, labeling it blasphemy and heresy contradicting the fundamental truth
of the Divine creation of the world as related in the Bible. Taking issue with the
"theory," Rabbi Lrhmann asserted that the anatomy of the human body is

actually more similar to that of a pig than to that of a chimpanzee. He based his
assertion on the Talmudic passage (Taanis 21b) stating that "the intestine of a

pig is similar to that of a human." Indeed, today's most sophisticated medical
technology utilizes intestines of a hog, rather than those of an ape, to replace
infected human organs. Modern medical science has thus confirmed the wisdom
of the Talmud, that Heaven-inspired fountain of knowledge.
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might let themselves be dazzled, by the new trends of the day and
still others filled their minds with new teachings, delving into new
books, the Rabbi had his own world, in which all the events and
happenings of the outside were accurately mirrored in the most
wondrous images. He poured over his tomes and always knew the
right answer....

And everyone came to him, brought him their suffering and
hop", sounded the lament of their hearts and found counsel for the
arduous road of life. Old and young, man and woman. The Rabbi
was a saint who, drawing on the ancient books, affirmed the new
life.

Without fanfare, they entered the study where the small door
was open all hours of the day and night. Uninvited, hat perched on
head, prpe in mouth, the livestock dealer, the craftsman and at
times even the peasant, sat down in front of "their" Rabbi and
without urging, poured their burdens into the ancient tome lying
open before them. The businessman confronted by a new venture,
the youth who had gone astray in the turmoil of life and was
looking for new beginnings, the mother who was worried about
her child's soul...each came to him. The Rabbi hardly looked up,
rarely discussed the actual problem in detail. He merely murmured
a written passage in which the incident was already described,
provided the deeper meaning of a Bible verse or related a
Talmudic parable, and lo...the seeker knew he had found the guide
who would lead him to his goal.

The boys who had been called to defend the German flag in
those early days of August, l9l4r4, even boys of other faiths,
gathered under the Prophet's Tree in front of the Rabbi's house to
receive the holy man's blessing and farewell. The Rabbi opened
with a quote from Isaiah (40:28-31): "Do you not know and have
you not heard that G-d, the Creator of the ends of the world, does

In addition to the destruction of the First and Second Bais Hamikdosh
(Holy Temple) on Tisha B'Av (the ninth day of the Hebrew month of Av),
the Jews were expelled from Spain in 1492 and World War I broke out in
1914 on this day.

l4
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not weary nor tire, unfathomable is His insight; He imparts
strength to the weary and increases the strength of the powerless.
Even if youth become weary and tired and young men surely
stumble, those who hope unto G-d renew their strength; they will
sprout wings like eagles, they will run and not become weary, they
will stride toward their goal without flagging."

And to those who remained behind, gathered in the shul, in the
classroom and on the street, he also spoke:

"In times of extreme hardship when the noble expressions of
law and love remain silent and the sword alone decides, that is
when the good spirits of mercy, peace and truth, those names and
seals of the highest on earth, go astray; chased from their
homeland, restlessly wandering about in space and seeking refuge,
they find among the just a heart in which, like in an ark, they keep
themselves above the floods and are borne safely into the new era.
In such times, each person is easily capable of becoming good and
noble, faithfully guarding within himself the endangered goodness
of G-d for eternity, which man with his hatred cannot bring to a
fall. This is why, as the sorrow-tested songs of the psalms teach
us, "W'e will fear not if the earth changes and the mountains
tremble in the heart of the ocean. That which is Divine in us does
not fall... "

When the first shots hit the town, people were gripped with
wild panic and fled into the darkness of the mountain forests or hid
in deep cellars. The Rabbi remained with his tomes, continued
quietly reading from the scriptures to the people standing around
who wanted to tear him away and take him into hiding with them.
"Whither can I flee from Your spirit, whither can I flee from your
visage? If I climbed up to heaven, I would find you there; if I hid
myself in the grave, there You are also; if I climbed to the height
of the morning star and rested at the end of the ocean, I would
also be guided there by Your Hand, touched by your law...,

The shooting stopped. People slowly emerged into the light.
Handbills, in French and in German, were being circulated
through the streets and in the houses, appealing to "true Alsatians'
from the "French mother country' to join the "victorious, grorious
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nation." In return, they were to receive the highest rewards....
The Rabbi hardly looked at the handbill. Surrounded by his

pious congregation he merely went on instnrcting them from the

book of wisdom of the forefathers: "Observe caution toward those

who approach you in their hour of need, those who are your
friends because your friendship serves them... "

With drums and trumpets, the (French) Redstockings

themselves then came marching into the town, welcomed and

gaped at in curioslty by a few, anxiously avoided by most. First,
they set the tower clock ahead by an hour. "French time," they
said. Then a small detachment under the command of an easy-
going corporal with bloodshot eyes started to clear the grounds,

removing obstacles and, at other places, readying them for
something new. Even the Prophet's Tree, its first pears just
ripening, felt the French axe. Fearlessly, the Rabbi read the holy
book aloud to the Frenchmen: "If you capture the town....do not
destroy its trees, spare them the axe. For the human being is a tree
of the field."

The fat corporal laughed aloud: "The human being, a tree?

Today, more like parched grass, trampled and trodden down in
masses; a ripe fruit mowed away in thick clouds. What does a
human being or a tree count for today?"

But the old tree was spared its de4th sentence. In the morning,
the French camp outside the small town was empty, and ttnt
afternoon, a non-commissioned officer weanng the field-gray of
the Germans climbed the church tower and turned the clock back
to German time....

With that, everything seemed to have again come into the right
balance. "In the end it all has to do with 'time'," observed the
wise Rabbi thoughtfully. "People fight about the tower clock, each

one vying to regulate the clock his way...For us, however, French
time seems to have run out...And what the world can expect, now
that the clock has been reset, is a healing of sense, a cleansing of
morals, a strengthening of morality and a return to simplicity and

naturalness in the attitude toward life. "
"I-ook," continued the Rabbi, "as far as the world extends,
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however large the world, G-d created man and the earth such that
it has room for all. From beyond our mountains, though, the spirit
of discontent is arising, and wherever peace is lacking, the earth
shrinks together so that, of two people, one seems too many, and
they must contend against each other with grenades and machine
guns for each single foot of ground. "

While the Rabbi was speaking and warning the people to go
inside and be at inner peace, a loud crash rumbled at the,other end
of town and a dull screaming came sweeping through the street
like a sudden gust of wind.

What had happened? A French attack! Betrayal! From the
fleeting words and broken-off sentences of hastening people, it
gradually became known: German soldiers were being shot at from
doors and windows along the hillside. The German camp outside
the city had been betrayed to the enemy by radio signal, and so
shooting also started up from the forest.

The screaming and chattering lasted only a short while, for the
ruckus quickly quieted down. The silence that set in over the
deserted street was so uncanny that the breath beat could be heard
in the leaves of the prophet's tree.

What might it be trying to reveal?
"In five hours, the citizens must leave their houses, then the

entire city will be set afire. Those who are guilty will be shot
immediately; suspects will be placed under arrest!,,

The patrol marched up and down the street at a threatening
pace; the leader, an enonnous non-corrmissioned officer with fixed
bayonet, powerfully tossed the fateful words into the musty air.
Not a door moved on its hinges, not a window opened up, not one
of the passers-by stopped. spectrally shuddering from cord despite
the warm August day, with trembling legs, the people crept past.
Death lurked from every opening and crack.

There was rusfling and more rustling in the branches of the
tree. Was that gentle weeping or soft singing?

When the patrol approached the prophet's tree, the Rabbi
stepped out of his house. And there for the first time the fateful
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message encountered a completely unexpected answer, like an echo
from the heights of heaven: "One man missing, and the entire
congregation is subject to wrath?'

The question came from the Rabbi, who looked at the soldier
defiantly. But then a smile crossed his weatherworn face.

"Certainly, worthy Rabbi," he said good-naturedly, nthat's what's
written. Not to me, but to the commandant you must carry your
little verse....I have only to carry out the order....In five hours,
the citizens must leave... "

"Where is the commandant?"
"He is at headquarters near T. The way there is two hours

through the forest, which is held by enemy ouposts. That I am
telling you just by the way, in case you want to dare a break-
through and earn your Iron Cross," laughed the soldier familiarly.

"Then Mr. Non-Commissioned Officer will kindly direct a
report to the commandant immediately about the true stats of
things, to the effect that innocent citizens who are loyal to
Germany, whose sons are in the battlefield, should not be chased

out of house and home and into misery because of one individual's
evil deed. I know," the Rabbi continued, confidentially taking hold
of the soldier's arm, "that you too, dear sir, have wife and child
at home. I see it in your eyes in which there is also longing in
addition to bravery and manly courage. Surely you also have a

small house intrerited from your parents, which the children soon

will furnish warmly for the winter and, by the light of the
petroleum lamp, will read their father's letters...with a stall next
door, in which the cow feels secure and gives the little one its
milk; perhaps even an old woman sitting on the bench at the stove,
praying for her son...Just think, friend, here everything is

supposed to be reduced to rubble, here death is lurking-for wife
and child and old man, the animal from the stall..."

A tear did run down the weatherworn face of the old blonde
militiaman from the Mark. But nonetheless, clenching his teeth, he

spoke:
"All true, respected Sir, but the command is being carried

out....It's impossible to dispatch a report to T. The connection is
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broken off. It wasn't even possible to send important messages to
the commandant today about the new situation in the forest. The
Redstockings have occupied the edge of the forest since midday,
and they immediately shoot down all our dispatch riders. If we
could bring the report to T., your rcquest would soon be done."nThen I will carry the report," said the Rabbi tersely and
without turning around again, hurried away. with a ptzzldimile,
but not without admiration, the soldiers watched him as he left.

Toward noon, the dispersed August rays had flowed together
into a fiery stream, flooding the hilly grourd in front of the forest
with a golden glow. The Rabbi mopped the sweat from his face
and walked straight ahead. The rapid pace was not good for his
age and his sick heart, but he would manage to hold up for the
mission....Anyway, in front of him was the forest, its trees
towering up over each other as if, in anxious expectation, they
were looking into the frig[tened face of the small town....He had
to hurry.

A pleasant coolness received him in the forest, and the muted
light betrreen the rows of powerful trunl$ did his old eyes good.
But forging through the undergrowth and densely tangled
brushwood was not easy. Here and there a narrow path appeared,
soon lost in the bushes or leading to communication trenches and
eerie wolf dens. Here the way was blocked with fallen trunks,
there the trees were connected by barbed wire making it
impossible to get through. The Rabbi detoured, fell down and
stood up again; the young needle branches bloodied his hands and
face, but he persisted in working his way through. Nowhere a
living creature, not a rabbit crossed his path, not a bird sang in the
branches. only occasionally a muted rumbling like subterranean
growling, a whirling in the hot air as if, at any moment, ready to
explode and shatter the earttr in a roar. "Even if I wander in the
valley of the shadow of death, " prayed the Rabbi with the psalms,
"I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me. Thy rod and xhy staff
they comfort me."

A sudden rustling in the branches; a bearded French soldier,
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completely battle-ready, emerged from the dense brush.

"Where are you coming from, where are you going, man? Are
you trying to spy on our Positions?"

"I'm coming from S. and going to T., and have no other
business than helping my brothers," the old man quietly

responded, handing the soldier the passport that he always carried

with him since the start of the war.
"A rabbi," said the soldier knowingly, "so understandably

you'll have enough to heal and console in the country. Well, since

you :ue from these parts, you probably know your way around in
the forest. Where is the nearest fountain or water hole around

here?"
To that query, the Rabbi was able to provide information. He

led the soldier directly to the ravine where crystal-clear water ran
down from the mountain. The Frenchman drank greedily, noted

the spot and left after thanking the Rabbi kindly and soliciting the

nearest way to the huts behind the forester's house where his

comrades were awaiting news of where to get water.
After the precious minutes that had been lost, the Rabbi now

had to quicken his steps and work his way through trees and

bushes toward the light, where the bright day cast its rays into the

dark rows of trees. He knew now that he must keep to the left and

avoid roads and paths for he realized from his conversation with
the French soldier that he should not come within hearing distance

or within view of the huts at the forester's house.

After a brisk march of almost two hours, the Rabbi emerged

from the darkness of the forest into the open light of the sun.

Slumbering down below in the hollow of the valley was the town,

completely quiet and festive in the August sun that covered the

roofs with glittering yellow. A trampled-down potato patch

adjacent to a wheat field stretched out flat on the ground, seeking

cover from its ripe yellow heads. And here were the first signs of
the encampment. Whole convoys of cars packed with all kinds of
provisions were standtng on or moving down the street. In front
of an enormous hall of red brick with a picturesque building in the

middle, was the entrance guarded by pairs of sentries, an entire
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barricade of uniforms and with every sort of weapons. The
soldiers were smoking and talking in a host of dialects. Here, as
if seeking help, the Rabbi remained for a while, wiping away the
perspiration.

"Where to?' asked the guard gruffly.
"To the commandant," the rabbi panted.
The soldier looked at the old man, partly with suspicion, partly

with amusement. A group of warriors gathered around him,
inquiring whether he was a tradesman, whether he had tobacco,
cigars. others cracked jokes and expressed the opinion that he
probably wanted to report for voluntary service in the war.

"I must bring important news to the commandant," was the
firm answer of the Rabbi, who constantly mopped the sweat from
his forehead and neck.

A richly decorated sergeant then took him by the hand and led
him through the double sentries into the enonnous ha[, which was
filled with men, wagons and horses. In a building off to the side,
in a ground-floor room with a low ceiling, a large, broad-
shouldered officer sitting over a file folder, somewhat annoyed at
the disturbance, asked the sergeant what he wanted.

"Important news!" the soldier answered and, with a military
salute, left.

"So let it be heard!" the major impatiently commanded the old
flran.

With beseeching eyes the rabbi looked up at the enormous
blonde man and, with trembling voice, began:

"Over there in S., innocentpeople are going to be chased out
of house and home today. All the houses will go up in flames.
Destruction of everything that honest work and human diligence
created in many years and misfortune will befall unhappy people,
all of whom devoutly pray for the victory of German weapons. "

Outraged, the officer internrpted him. ,,Is ttrat all you have to
report?"

"First, that," answered the old man calmly. "I am also a
teacher and spiritual leader of only a part of the population, the
Jews, so there is hardly another person who knows better than I
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how undeservedly punishment is imposed on all, the entire
unhappy place. What drove a man through the dangers of the
forest," he showed his bleeding hands and torn clothing, "is
nothing other than the intense wish to avert the undeserved
misfortune of the small town and to preserve the untainted German
weapons from a spot of shame."

A cloud seemed to have lifted from the commandant's blue
eyes.

"You are probably the Rabbi of S., of whom I have already
heard so much. Your way of standing up for your fellow human
being is altogether praiseworthy. But it's too late to change
anything. The town flred on us."

"The town," responded the rabbi in a louder voice, "did not do
it. It was done by individuals who, even in times of peace, do us

dishonor and shame. All the people are already resigned and
anticipating the just punishment. "

"'War,' laughed the major, "doesn't deal with pettiness and
individuals. That you should know, dear Rabbi. For us there are

only peoples, armies, nations, cities."
The Rabbi's voice this time sounded completely impersonal, as

though it came along with the ancient words it spoke from worlds
long since ended.

"And Abraham came before G-d and spoke: 'Do You want to
destroy the just with the unjust? Perhaps there are fifty just men
in the town, perhaps forty-five, forty, thirty, twenty, ten! Will You
destroy them also and not forgive the place for the sake of the
just? Far be it from the Judge of justice to kill the just along with
the lawless!'"

nA nice Bible lesson that is," laughed the major, amused. "But
look, worthy Rabbi, nothing helped even Sodom. It still went up
in flames."

"Because the ten men couldn't be found. One lone man was,
and he was spared."

"Good," interjected the officer, "that one may also find mercy
here. Greatest consideration will be shown you and yours."

Astonished, the Rabbi intemrpted him: "I did not come on my
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behalf, Sir Major. It is not concern about my fate that now drove
me through dangers. It is only the innocent ones, the old people,
the children... "

nWho vouches for your innocence?'
"I do! I gladly give myself over as a pawn, a hostage, give my

body and my life as security for the innocent."
The Rabbi seemed to have become younger, his voice sounding

bright and definite. The fire of manly determination flared up in
his shy eyes.

Not without feeling, the commandant made a corrciliatory
gesnrre. nAny moment I'm expecting news from S. We will then
hold a second investigation. "

nThe news won't come,' said the rabbi decisively. ,,The forest
has been occupied since noon by Frenchmen who don't let anyone
through.'

As if bitten by an adder, the officer leaped from his chair.
'And 'hat you tell me only now?"
"That is the second important report that follows the first and,

for me, the more important one."
In a flash the commandant was in the middle of the courtyard,

which burst into activity like a disturbed beehive. Loud voices
iszuing commands bttzzed through one another. Trumpet blasts
carried signals through the air; car horns tooted mutely or
screechingly in the midst of the neighing of horses. Soon the iron
steps of soldiers marching away were heard, followed by the
clatter of horses' hooves and the rumble of heavy wheels.

All this came about as quickly and noisily as an assault wave
zuddenly passing by. After a quarter of an hour, the officer was
back in the room in which the Rabbi was persevering in his
mission with fear and anxiety.

"The report that was just brought to us, " said the commandant
with satisfaction, "is of such eminent importance that it would have
done honor to a soldier by profession and brought him high
distinction. Weren't you stopped in the forest?"

"Yes, just once by a thirsty Frenchman whom I led to the
mountain spring."
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The major frowned.
"You know, respected Sir, that you shouldn't have done that.

According to the law of war, the punishment for supporting the

enemy in any way, providing the enemy with food and drink, is

imprisonment if not, under certain circumstances, something

worse. "
The Rabbi raised his eyes in which lay all the suffering of

empathy for difficult days.
"From where should a man who has nrrned gray from ancient

books be familiar with the laws of war? But in the eternal Law of
peace, which is holy to you as well as to us, it is stated: 'If your
enemy is hungry, give him bread; if he is thirsty, give him to
drink.'"

Again the officer burst out laughing:
"If you operate with the heavy mortars of Bible verse, it is

admittedly impossible to get around you. But didn't the Frenchman
question you about anything else?"

"He had me describe the way to the huts in front of the

forester's house.'
"Hm!....That you know, too! Excellent. "
Consulting the Rabbi, the major made several hasty markings

on the field map and raced out. Immediately, a rider in the

courtyard galloped off.
"That was courageous,' said the commandant, visibly amused

when he came back into the room. nThat little bit of water will pay

off well. It will also do you good. Truly, it would have been

impossible for the boldest pilot to do a better job of finding out the

enemy's position. Well, I think my boys will handle the situation."
"And the small town, the houses?" pleaded the Rabbi,

indifferent to the praise.

"We' ll see, " the officer consoled him confidently. "First, you' ll
climb into the official car with me, something which you as a
hostage must accept. We are going to travel to S. via the road

from M. that doesn't go past the forest. I can trust my people that

they meanwhile have made the road secure for travel... "
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In the small town, the minute-hand of the tower clock moved
ahead. A hollow, unqrnny quiet lay over the houses. Here and
there a window slowly opened, from which a gloomy face peeked
out at the dead street and, in questioning horror, encountered
people's eyes. What would be the ending?

In the houses, the children were whimpering and the women
were moaning, and busy hands grabbed and pacied and crammed
together the most needed and reachable of their possessions in
order to take them along.

Where to?
Very deliberately, very menacingly, the tower clock struck

four. Soon! Soon! Soon! Soon! it sounded.
Two more hours. The children were screaming even louder;

the women packing more hastily; the men went out into the street
and scanned it anxiously with their eyes. Was the sky already
turning red at the end of the village? Something hot, som6thing
explosive already lay in the air...

People ran to the shul. Above the domed building were the
broad and protecting branches of the Prophet's Tree, and there was
strange murmuring in the twigs. Inthe Rabbi's house, through, the
doors stood wide open, and next to the open old tome on the table
inside everything was in such a clutter, as if the house had been
left in frantic escape. Incomprehensible that the wise, holy man
who had a fitting word for every need had disappeared precisely
in this troubled hour!

The gathering under the tree became ever larger. Many came
even with bag and baggage and child, with wheelbarrows and cow
wagons on which their possessions lay tossed together. With two
beats of the high bell, the tower clock announced that the time had
advanced by a half-hour.

Soon! Soon! ...
Then a curious murmuring and rustling went through the leaves

of the miracle tree, and a distant rumbling resounded dully through
the hot air. Like rolling thunder, crash sounded on top of crash,
the explosions resonating through and into each other. people
perked up their ears. The sounds came from the northeast, from
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Rabbi Salomon Bamberger in his hospital bed, cherished sforim (books) at his

bedside.

the vicinity of T. It was the forest that was screaming, setting the

air trembling and the Prophet's Tree quivering from its trunk to
the tips of its branches.

The tower clock struck five, but the beats were drowned out by
the thousand-voiced screaming of the forest. Then it became a bit
quieter, the rumbling died down and came only in isolated beats'

Several soldiers came out of their quarters and walked over to

the people at the tree. Would the fire-raising start now? No, not

yet. Something had happened in the forest, and the people would
have to wait. Anyway, the sixth hour had not yet sounded.
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Gravestone of Rabbi Salomon Bamberger

Wasn't that singing in the distance, German singing full of
defiance and strength and pride and victory that the wind was
carrying through the leaves?

The clock's long hand was only two numbers away from the
hour of misfortune. In just ten minutes the fateful hour would
strike...

People were still dragging anything that could be dragged from
the death-consigned houses.

Then, a car horn. Beep, beep! The car raced toward the mass
of people in front of the tree, who stepped back to form a passage,
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and it stopped right in front of the Rabbi's house.
Beside the enormous bulk of the major sat the Rabbi,

completely withdrawn, all the suffering and empathy in his shy
eyes. "Oh!" a sigh of astonishment and hope went through the
mass of people.

"You dear people," the officer's voice cheerily called from the
car. "Go quietly back into your houses, not a single one of your
hairs will be touched. That you have to thank your wise Rabbi for,
just as we thank him alone for the fact that our brave men, singing
after their victoriously accomplished deed, are on their way to
your town.'Do you hear?..."

The singing, the German singing full of defiance and strength
and pride and victory, came closer, closer, closer, in the iron
rhythm of troops approaching.

Thoughtfully, the Rabbi climbed out and, with shy eyes,
completely ashamed, crept into his modest dwelling to the open
tomes... "
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Sulzburg-Born Rabbis

nNesanel has made me happy" TIII)NFl
(Nechemiah 2:36)

Rabbi Nathaniel Weil

The last of an unbroken chain of many generations of Rabbi
Weils was Rabbi Nathaniel Weil.

Nathaniel Weil was born in Sulzburg on July 5, 1818. His
father, Rabbi Hirsch Weil and grandfather, Province Rabbi
Abraham Weil of Sulzburg, introduced him to the study of
Talmud. After completing school in Sulzburg, he continued his
Talmudic studies with Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss. Iater, he also
studied under Rabbi Salomon Rothschild in Mtillheim and Rabbi
Isaak I-ob in Reichshofen, Alsace. In 1835, he joined the famous
yeshiva of Rabbi Seligman Biir Bamberger in Wtirzburg, where he
obtained his rabbinical degree.

Upon his ordination, he was commissioned by the renown,
wealthy Baron von Hirsch of Wtrzburg as tutor and mentor in his
home. Thereafter, Rabbi Weil's fame spread far and wide, and he
was elected rabbi in Aurich where he served until 1859 when he
was offered the position of Stiftsrabbi in the city of Karlsruhe.
There he spent the rest of his life, studying and teaching Torah.

Many well-known men were his disciples; one of the most
famous was Rabbi Dr. lropold l,owenstein who was designated
Chief Rabbi of Mosbach and unanimously elected honorary citizen
of Mosbach. Rabbi liiwenstein authored Beitrtige Zur Geschichte
der luden in Deutschland (Contribution to the History of the Jews
in Germany) and Index Approbationum as well as other
publications.

Rabbi Nathaniel Weil married Chana (Hefele) Weil, the
daughter of his uncle, Rabbi Jacob Weil. Thus, he and his wife
were both grandchildren of Rabbi Abraham Weil of Sulzburg.

Highly regarded in Karlsruhe, Rabbi Nathaniel Weil delivered
popular lectures which were very well attended. His outstanding
attributes were conscientiousness and kindness towards his fellow
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men.
Rabbi Nathaniel Weil passed away on May 1, 1892 in

Karlsruhe. An overwhelmingly large crowd of Jews and non-Jews
participated in his funeral, which lasted three hours. Many former
students traveled from other towns to pay their last respects to
their revered rabbi.

Rabbis Sinai Schiffer, Lropold Lowenstein and Osher Marx of
Darmstadt eulogized the great rabbi. Many newspapers included
his obituaries, and Rabbi Sinai Schiffer published a brochure,
Gedenkrede auf Stifisrabbiner Nathaniel Weil (Memorial Speech

for Rabbi Weil, Karlsruhe, 1892), devoted to his memory.



"And Elieser the Priest...
sounded trumpets...

in front of the ark of the Almighty"
(Chron. I, l5:24)
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Rabbi Elieser Lipmann Kahn

One of the most distinguished personalities produced by
religious Jewry in 19th century Germany was the spiritual leader
of the Jewish community of Wiesbaden, Rabbi Elieser (tro)
Lipmann Kahn. This prominent and influential man originated in
Sulzburg.

The following lines are not intended as a biography of Rabbi
Kahn. Rather, they present a short outline of the nearly 100-year
long life of a man who served sixty-six years in the rabbinate,
educated three generations of disciples, staunchly upherd orthodox
Judaism, was elected honorary chairman of the Rabbinical
Council, introduced and caused the adoption of a new law in
Parliament granting independence to religious communities and
was the first in Germany to use this new law!

Lipmann Kahn was born in Sulzburg on September'l , 1842, to
Isaak and Pauline (n6e trvy). A direct descendant of Rabbis David
and Isaak Kahn, provincial rabbis of Sulzburg, he was the fourth
generation of Kahns born in Sulzburg.

On May 30, 1871, he married his cousin, Sara Dukas,
daughter of Jehudo (lribele) and Magdalena (nde Kahn), all born
in Sulzburg. He snrdied ralmud under the most prominent rabbis
and educators of his time: Rabbi Altmann of Karlsruhe, Rabbi
Bamberger of wiirzburg and Rabbi Ezriel (Israel) Hildesheimer of
Eisenstadt and Berlin. He also pursued secular studies and earned
the Doctor of Philosophy degree, which was greatly beneficial in
his later struggle against his reform opponents. yet even while
studying secular subjects, he had one goal - improving and
enhancing Torah observance. Not surprisingly, then, the topic he
chose for his thesis was religious: Jiidische Erziehung laut dem
Talmud (Jcwish Education in Accordance with the Talmud).

After consulting with his rabbis and colleagues, particularly
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with his good friend, Rabbi Marcus Lrhmann of Mainz, Rabbi
Kahn decided to travel to the city of Wiesbadenrs to organizn an

Orthodox Jewish community.
On December 16, 1869, rabbis, colleagues and friends,

including Rabbi Kahn's teacher Rabbi Hildesheimer, gathered at

the Berlin train station to see Rabbi Lipmann Kahn off and wish
him well on his journey to Wiesbaden, a resort city close to
Frankfurt am Main.

As Rabbi Kahn travels through Germany, let us pause to reflect
upon history in order to attain a greater appreciation of his
enornous undertaking and his forthcoming spectacular

achievements.
After the Roman destruction of the second Holy Temple in

Jerusalem in 70 C.E. and the subsequent expulsion of the Jews,
the Jewish State ceased and leadership of the iewish people
transferred to the rabbis and sages of each generation. Through the

years, the rabbis were the recognized leaders and the Jewish

nation, however widely dispersed, accepted their ruling and
interpretation of Torah. Thus, the Shulchon Oruch (Code of Law)
was compiled and became the binding law for every Jew.

At times, individuals or even groups disobeyed; however, the

overwhelming majority of the Jewish people followed the decisions
and rulings of the rabbis obediently and unwaveringly. Although
the rabbis possessed only moral authority, with no police or other
law enforcement agency at their disposal, they exercised an
astonishing influence on the people, who listened eagerly to the
word of the Torah. Generation after generation followed the

l5 Wiesbaden has become an
internationally famous city

Interestingly, after the defeat and occupation of Germany by the Allied
Forces at the conclusion of World War II, the United States chose the city
of Wiesbaden as the location of its European Army Headquarters.

Additionally, America established a military hospital complex in
Wiesbaden, which became world famous as a medical treatment center and

as the first stop en route to the free world for the fifty+wo hostages

kidnapped and imprisoned for 444 days in lran.
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tradition of its forebears, producing highly respected men of
learning and populations of Torah law abiding citizens.

The French revolution in 1789 was a catalyst for change in the
attitudes of some of the unlearned elements of Jewry. confined to
ghettos, limited in their contact with the non-Jewish world, some
of the common Jews were greatly impressed by the slogan of
Liberti, Egalit6, Fraterniti (Liberty, Equality, Fraternity) and
were inspired to seek reforms in the established tradition. The
promised "emancipation,' with all its apparent advantages of newly
gained liberties, was a great temptation.

With the weakening of religious authorities, especially in
Western Europe, the youth sought their happiness in the folds of
the new assimilation. Many deserted the faith of their fathers and
were ultimately lost to Judaism. The reform movement wreaked
spiritual chaos in traditional Jewish communities, and in many
locations, gained the upper hand.

Into this tumultuous era appeared a personality of exceptional
stature, a dike standing solid against a flood of water. That man
was Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch of Frankfurt am Main (1809-
1888), who authored:

1) Translation and explanation of the Chumosh (Five Books of
Moses)

2) Commentary on the Psalms and prayer book.
3) Monthly publication leshurun (later published in six

volumes as Collected Writings)
4) 19 Briefe tiber Judentum (Nineteen Letters on Judaism)
5) Chorev (Duties of the Jew)

With the assistance of a small number of brave, like-minded
rabbis, including the aforementioned publisher of Der Israelit,
Rabbi Marcus lrhmann of Mainz, and Rabbi Lipmann Kahn, he
exerted herculean efforts to stem assimilation and reform, and to
bring his co-religionists, especially youth, back to the original
source of authentic Torah Judaism.

At that time, the govemment recognized only reform
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Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch

congregations. Their platform was diametrically opposed to Jewish
religious law, yet they had the government's sanction and the
power to extract membership taxes from all Jews.

A half year before Rabbi Kahn's arrival in Wiesbaden, a

reform clergyman had inaugurated a new temple, fully equipped

with an organ....
As Rabbi Lipmann Kahn pulls into the Wiesbaden station, let

us return from our reverie to the pressing situation at hand.

Rabbi Kahn lost no time in seeking legal rights of freedom of
worship, withdrawal from the reform community and formation of
a separate, religious congregation. Yet many obstacles arose as he

attempted to establish a traditiornl Talmud Torah (school) and
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Orthodox synagogue.
He began to organize the youth, instructing them in religious

studies. Ever vigilant to prevent threats to their authority, the
Reform lodged a formal complaint with the government, accusing
Rabbi Kahn of teaching "without a license!" This malicioui
denunciation, however, worked to his advantage, for he was
summoned to the Royal Board of Examiners.

The interview provided him the opportunity to present his
credentials and his rabbinical ordinations which greatly impressed
the Royal Board which then recognized Rabbi Kahn as possessing
qualifications far superior to those that the Reform rabbii had been
able to muster. Thus, the officials began to look favorably upon
the activities of the young orthodox Rabbi Kahn. His staunch
principles, unstinting efforts and hard labor finally were crowned
with success when he received official permission to open a
religious school of his own, as well as to conduct his own religious
services. This was a tremendous accomplishment for orthodoxy
and a defeat for Reform.

Even in the most difficult times, Rabbi Kahn retained his
golden humor, which proved a tremendous asset in achieving his
goals. This virtue guided him throughout his long life, his sincerity
and seriousness notwithstanding. Thus, in his first sermon in
wiesbaden, delivered in the temporary quarters of his newly
established shul, he spoke about the Torah portion of vayecii
Jakob (And racob Lived). L,ater, he declared that he had not
spoken in front of empty synagogue benches; there had not yet
been any benches at all! ("Er predigte nicht etwa vor leeren
Bdnken, es waren nimlich noch keine vorhanden!,,)

He soon used his mandate to establish a well-organized school,
complete with a dormitory. Next, he built a permanent synagogue
and a mikvoh (ritual bath), established a mazoh (unleavened flat
cakes used for Passover) bakery, his own shechitoh (religious
slaughtering of animals) and a separate cemetery. conquering the
many hurdles, he succeeded in introducing all the services and
facilities that a religious Jew needs to lead a life according to the
laws of the Torah.
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Even his adversaries were forced to admit that "Der wackere

Kahn steuerte sicher durch die tobenden Fluten. (The brave 'Kahn'
(German for small boat) navigated safely through the raging
flood.)"

Der Israelit devoted an article to his accomplishments: "Rabbi

Lipmann Kahn is in every respect a highly learned young man'

rich in knowledge with brilliant speaking talent, rare piety,
adamant willpower and a brisk and eager zeal to act for G-d and

his holy Torah."
As soon as he had firmly established his own congregation,

Rabbi Kahn devoted his attention to the Jewish community at

large, frequently contacting Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch of
Frankfurt am Main. On their immediate agenda,were the problems

of achieving nationwide legal rights of religious freedom and relief
from the compulsion to join and pay dues to reform temples. Their
ultimate goal was to gain the legal right of secession from the

Reform group and establish an independent congregation.

In close cooperation with Rabbi Hirsch, Rabbi Kahn waged a
steady campaign for three years, submitting numerous petitions to

officials in the capital city of Berlin and often appearing in person.

He also influenced his colleagues, religious leaders and laymen to

write petitions until finally their efforts succeeded.

On July 28, 1876, a special law, the Austrittsgesetz (I-aw of
Secession), introduced into Parliament by Eduard Laskerr6, was

passed. Thereafter, every Jew had the right to worship in
accordance with his own religious conviction, to secede from a

reform congregation and join or establish a separate religious

community. This law was a tremendous victory for Orthodoxy,
breaking the monopoly of the reform over Jewish establishments.

In the words oi Der Israelit, November 22, 1876 "Thanks to

Fduard Lasker was a Jewish intellectual and champion of civil rights.
He was born in 1829 in Posen, and in 1865 he was elected to the German

Parliament. During a visit to America he died suddenly in 1884 in New

York. The United States House of Representatives adopted a resolution of
sympathy which was sent to Germany.

l6
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their unfaltering efforts, the Jewish community of Wiesbaden, with
its tireless, ceaselessly working spiritual leader, Rabbi Lipmann
Kahn, had an outstanding, direct share in bringing about the new
law. "

And Rabbi Lipmann Kahn was the first in Germany to utilize
the new law when he received an official permit, directly from
Kaiser (Emperor) Wilhelm, for the establishment of a separate
Orthodox congregation.

However, Rabbi Kahn was not yet satisfied with his
accomplishments, and he continued his labors on behalf of
traditional Orthodox Judaism.

In Wiesbaden, he founded Verein ftir die Observanz des

Schabbos (Society for Sabbath Observance). In response to a plea
by Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch for the establishment of a

national organization of all Torah observant Jews, Rabbi Kahn
helped found and played an active role in Freie Vereinigung fiir
die Interessen des orthodoxen Judentums (Society for the Interests
of Orthodox Judaism). He was consistently elected to its leading
positions, and played a leading role in the rabbinical commission
which was added to the organization.

The Freie Vereinigung had varied functions. Its primary
purpose was to enhance and strengthen the quality of religious
observance by the Jewish population. It was also instrumental in
training religious functionaries such as rabbis, shochtim (religious
animal slaughterers), teachers and mohalim (circumcisers). Its
publications included a newsletter, Mitteilungen (Reports), ard
literature designed to promote Orthodox Judaism. These
publications discussed the challenges of the time, fighting
courageously against any reforms and defending the interests of the
Orthodox Jew, within his own community and against outsiders.
The organization also issued strong proclamations against Zionism,
the Mizrachi movement and all other deviators from true
Orthodoxy. In all of these activities and publications, Rabbi Kahn
was at the forefront.

The times demanded the establishment of an Orthodox
rabbinical organization, which was given the title "Orthodox
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Rabbinical Association of Germany." As one of the principal
founders and leaders, Rabbi Kahn had a decisive hand in all of its
activities and was later crowned with the honor of Ehrenvorsitzer
(Honorary Chairman).

Rabbi Lipmann Kahn frequently corresponded with the great

rabbis of Eastern Europe. He even received requests for help and

advice from distant Russia.

He was a true gentleman, and his house was always open to
those with heavy hearts and empty pockets. He was also a frequent
visitor to his native Sulzburg.

Even his ideological opponents respected him for his virtues,
profound erudition and deep religious convictions, designating him
a "courageous fighter" for his uncompromising beliefs. He thus

earned the admiration of all who met him.
After Rabbi Kahn had served for more than a half century as

rabbi of Wiesbaden, an interesting scene unfolding weekly on the

city streets demonstrated his strength of character. Well over

ninety years, the Rabbi still attended daily services and delivered
his shiurim (lectures) punctually, walking through the streets with
the aid of two canes. On Shabbos (the Sabbath), however, he

walked erect and safely without any cane or assistance whatever,

since the use of canes may be forbidden on Shabbos...this, thanks

to his strong will.
Rabbi Kahn composed many responses of interest to the

general Jewish community in reply to questions of religious law
from private individuals and other rabbis.

He wrote Zur Geschichte der altisraelitschen Kultusgemeinde

zuWiesbaden (The History of the Jcwish Communiry of Wiesbaden)

and Chiddushei Torah (commentaries on the weekly slZro (portion)

of the Five Books of Moses), which this writer reprinted in its
second edition (Brooklyn, t977).

His daily shiurim and weekly sennons were widely acclaimed,

always attracting a large audience. He maintained his schedule

until practically the last days of his long life.
In his ninety-fifth year, during his last Sukkos (Holiday of

Tabernacles), despite his frail health, he would not eat even one
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von Rabbiner Dr. L. Kahn.

Title page of publication by Rabbi Lipmann Kahn
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Rabbi Elieser Lipmann Kahn
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meal outside of the sulikoh (booth).
Merely three weeks later, on 12 Marcheshvan, 5696 (october

28, 1936) his noble heart stopped beating, and he returned his pure
sotrl to the Creator Whom he had served so faithfully.

News of his passing spread quickly throughout ali segments of
the population, causing profound mourning: "A prince fiad fallen
in Israel!" His coffin was constructed from the wood of the pulpit
from which he had delivered his sermons and at which he had
studied and prayed throughout all the years. Delegations from most
parts of Germany as well as from out of the country attended his
funeral.

His coffin was brought to the synagogue, and from there the
funeral proceeded to the cemetery. A huge crowd listened to the
heartrending, stirring eulogies both in the synagogue and at the
cemetery. All of the speakers emphasized the irreplaceable loss for
Torah Judaism.

In the grave, a Torah scroil was praced next to his body, a
practice reserved for the greatest Torah scholars, as mentioned in
the Talmud (Boboh Kamoh l7a).

Der IsraehT devoted an extensive and touching obituary to his
memory on November 5, 1936 "A chochom and zaddik (wise and
righteous man) in the true sense of the word was our Rav Elieser
Kahn, of blessed memory, who served sixty-six fruitful years in
the rabbinate as the senior rabbi, the oldest rabbi, perhaps of the
entire exile. In the ninety-fifth year of his life, he was tai<en from
us.... "

Many other newspapers and periodicals devoted moving
obituaries to his memory, as well.

Thus concluded the full life of a great man who originated
from tiny Sulzburg.
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After the war, the distinguished Wyler family of Ztirich
dedicated a memorial plaque to his memory in the synagogue of
Wiesbaden:

In Memory of Rabbi Lipmann Kahn
born 1842 died 1936

Founder of the "Old Israelite Jewish Community of Wiesbaden"
Its Rabbi for sixty-six years

Teacher of three generations
kader of Torah true Judaism

Colleague in arms of
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch
and Rabbi Ezriel Hildesheimer

Rigid against himself
Selfless and knightly towards others

Zealous in his struggle for G-d
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Marriages of Sulzburg Rabbis

The ancient custom among rabbis, especially in the rabbinical
dynasties of Eastern Europe, was to marry within their own
extended families or to seek marriage ties to other rabbinical
families. This trend eventually took hold in the west as well and
influenced the rabbis of Sulzburg.

The Kahn rabbinical family married into four other rabbinical
families. The famous weil family of rabbis married frequently
within itself; two grandchildren of Sulzburg's Rabbi Abraham weil
married one another. In all, there were six marriage connections:

1) Bamberger-Dreyfuss:

Jacob Bamberger (born wtirzburg, 1943, died Frankfurt,
1906), brother of Rabbi salomon Bamberger, married caroline
(Keila) Dreyfuss (born Sulzburg, rgs2, died Frankfurt, rg34),
daughter of Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss.

2) Bamberger-Kahn:

_ Sgtrg Bamberger (trngnau, lgTZ - Hamburg, 1936), son of
Rabbi Salomon Bamberger, married ka Kahn (wiesbaden,lgTT -
Hamburg, l9I4), daughter of Rabbi Elieser Lipmann Kahn.

3) Blum-Kahn:

Rabbi David BIum of Sulzburg was related by marriage to
Rabbi Gershon Mordechai Kahn of cracow (detaili unavailible).

4) Kahn-Dreyfuss:

David Kahn (Sulzburg, 1743 - Sulzburg, 1g1g), son of Rabbi
Isaak Kahn, in his second marriage married Brendel Dreyfuss
(Mtillheim , L76O - Sulzburg, l818), widow of Abraham Dreyfuss,
father of Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss of Sulzburg.
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5) Kahn-Weil:

Rabbi Isaak Kahn (Breisach, 17lO - Sulzburg, 1797) married
Schonle Weil (Sulzburg, l7l5 - Sulzburg, 1785), daughter of
Moses Weil, brother of Rabbi Nathaniel Weil.

6) WeiI-WeiI:

Rabbi Nathaniel Weil III (Sulzburg, 1818 - Karlsruhe, 1892),
son of Rabbi Hirsch Weil of Sulzburg and grandson of Rabbi
Abraham Weil, married Hefele (Hanchen) Weil, his first cousin,
daughter of his uncle Rabbi Jacob Weil. Both husband and wife
were grandchildren of Sulzburg Rabbi Abraham Weil.
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Brnb.rSct - Dticyfrls
Bunbctga - f$n
Blum - Krhn
Krh- Daqdx
K.hn - Wdl
W?il -Wdl

r)
2'
3)
1),
o

Marriages of Sulzburg rabbinical families
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CHAPTER 9

TIIE JEWISIH INSTTNMIONS OF SI.JLZBI'RG

Syn4gogue
Milaoh (ritual bath)
Community Center
Religious School
Jewish Organizations ad Societies
Charitable Foundations
Hotels xlrfl Inns

I-odging for the Poor
Kosher Meat Shechitoh
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Lefi (foreground): The Kahn Residence

Further lo rear: The SYnagogue

Adjacent: The Mikvoh

Right (foreground) : Resnurant
Further lo rear: Hostelfor the Poor
In Background: CommunitY Center

The Jews' Street in Sulzburg
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"And they shall make for me
a Sancurary

and I shall dwell among them."
(Exodus 25:g)

') ttryl
ulizn
tr?rn? rnPvl

The S;nagogue

C.l T* at. destnrction of the Hory Temple in Jerusalem and

\) *..ltrryI.io19f the Jewish people from their counby to alts,-, parts of the gl-oF,_ttr" synagogue, or bais lannidrash (house
of worship and study), has been t[e cenrc, of their communal
activities.

]here they congregated for their daily prayers and for their
study of the Torah. There they imbibed the-diicourses and sermonsof the spiritual leaders. Ttrcre the elders gathered to detiuerate
their problems. And there was the office of ttre rabbi from which
he rendered his decisions of religious law and counseled his flock.

rn sulzburg, for a relatively long period after the Jews, initial
settlement, no synagogue was buik.-Rather, se.ices were held in
a private residence.

ln 1544, the Jew rdssri received permission for the first time
to c9n!19t official prayer services in tris residence one aay a year.

ln1823, about 280 years later, the construction of a ,y*gogr.
began.

unlike the authorities in other cities, surzburg's officials
p_ermitted the synagogue to stand merery one bloclc-away from
Hauptstrasse (Main street), almost in the center of the town.rz

l7 In the city of Baden-Baden, countess sibylla decreed n rTr4thar -on
tf_main street' no premises may be rented tolews.' The Jews in,t. ro*o
of Rastan did not fare better. An edict dated Febnrary ra, rz+r irru.a uyCgyy hAwig Georg forbade the Jews to "maint4ia theirhouse of worship
withln tne ciu properry and on pubric streets, but rather over the uriag" ina suburb." The same was rrue in the city of Mannheim;-;h"r"; **
ordered on November 2r, 1765 that "no Jew may own or Iease a house or
apartment on Main street, from Neckarthor up to the Residence, o, i, th.
two adjacent side streets to the left and right!;
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The Synagogue: Entrance
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The Synagogue: Side view
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The north wall ofthe synagogue adjacent to the garden ofthe Kahn residence

Construction of the SYnagogue

The synagogue in sulzburg was located at 73 Mtihlbachstrasse

(or Gustav-weit-strasse, also called Judengassq), a street,parallel

to the main street and significantly a mere two blocks from the

market place and the City Hall (Rathaus). The first floor of the

two story building was the main shul for men with semi-rounded,

multicolbred glasi windows. On the upper level was the ladies'

gallery, which was decorated with round windows. Ihe roof above

the entrance supported two arched stone tablets inscribed with the
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The Interior: Partial view of the Holy Ark

Aseres Hadibros (Ten commandments), contributing to the solemn
character of this impressive building.

The interior's focal point was the marble encased oron Kodesh
(Holy Ark) which contained the Torah scrolls. The oron was
covered with a velvet poroches (curtain). The Sulzburg ark was
specially equipped to enable the poroches to roll up vertically
rather than sideways as in most other synagogues. Above, the
Hebrew engravipg read'TDt!, ;'tnN )D r:Db y.t, *Know before Whom
you stand. "

After fifty-five years of use, in 1879, the synagogue was
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renovated. Forty years later, in 1920, electric lighting and a

twenty branch chandelier were installed.

In 1886, the coffin of Sulzburg's last rabbi, Emanuel Dreyfuss,

rested in the synagogue where a huge crowd of mourners,

including six rabbis from other cities, attended his funeral.

The synagogue accommodated the sulzburg Jews for 115 years

until 1938.

The Destruction

On November 10, 1938, Kristallnacht (Crystal Night)t8 ended

an era of the synagogue.

whatever remained of the building and the lot after the

destruction was confiscated by the City of Sulzburg.

The broken windows and burning glass sparkled in the dark like

crystal. See Chapter 5 for an eyewitness account.
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t944
1949

1954
1954

1958

1963

t9&

The Post-War History of the Synagogue

Storage place for the Freiburg Library.
Sold to a Mr. Hartwig, manufacturer of wooden toys. He
went bankrupt.
Bought back by the City of Sulzburg.
Rented to a merchant named Reittler. He made some
alterations to the building, including the replacement of the
lower rounded windows with rectangurar ones. This new
owner, as well, declared bankruptcy!
The building returned to the city's ownership.
A Brunsch family acquired the property and attempted to
convert it into a student dormitory. However, they had not
obtained a permit, aird so the renovation halted. Then, a
son attempted to convert the upper part of the synagogue
into an aparrment for himsell but agiin, he did ,ot 6u[in
a permit and the alterations came to a standstill.
Meanwhile, the synagogue was deteriorating and decaying.
fnfarentlV, the. synagogue would not leni itself to any
function other than the one for which providence
designated it when it was built: a House of prayer.

Restoration

The first initiative f9g the synagogue's restoration was by
Mr. Hugo (Naftali Herschl) Bloch, a native of Sulzburg
who had found refuge in India. After his return to
Germany, he settled in Munich, and on May 17,1963, he
addressed a letter to the then mayor 

- of Sulzburg,
suggesting the restoration of the desecrated synagogue.
On December 14, 1964, a meeting took place in S-rtz-bu.g,s
City Hall regarding the synagogue. However, no action
was taken.
After much effort and intervention with government
officials, Mr. Bloch persuaded rhe City of Sukburg to
acquire the synagogue once again, this time for a purcf,ase

1977
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price of 15,000 Mark.
The negotiations for the restoration began anew.

Finalty, the Landesdenkmalamtre (Office for the

Preservation of Cultural landmarks) declared its

willingness to bear the cost of the restoration. Work began

that year. At last, the synagogue was restored, its new

architecture resembling its original design.

The curator of this office, Dr. Wolfgang Stopfel, was very cooperative

and helpful in this endeavor.

l9
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Presidents of the Sulzburg Jewish Community

t728
1800
r820
1827
1833
1836
1842
1845
1854
1870
t877
1880
1900
1910
1928
1938

Moses Weil
Hirschel Weil
G<itsch Hirschel Weil
Gottschalk Weil
Daniel Kahn
Wolf Weil
kopold Kahn
Marum Kahn (Meier)
Marum Kahn
Marx Bloch
Samuel Bloch
Samuel Kahn
Julius Weil
Moritz Dukas
Gustav Bloch
Simon Dukas
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Simon Dukas
The Last President of the Jewish Community

Simon Dukas, the last president of the Jewish community of
Sulzburg, was born on August 18, 1884 in Sulzburg. He attended

school first in Sulzburg then in Freiburg and, returning to
Sulzburg, entered his father's business.

During the First World War, he participated in the battle at

Fricourt, where his forearm and upper leg were wounded.
In 1928, he was elected president of the Jewish community.

During his tenure, he differed several times with the Oberrat der
Israeliten (the High Council of the Jewish Communities) in
Karlsruhe regarding religious subjects. Dukas was more inclined
toward religious observance than was the Council to whose
authority he was subject.

With selfless devotion, Simon Dukas assisted the Jewish
community with his own financial means during the very difficult
ten years of his presidency.

In 1933, when the Nazis took
power in Germany, the Gestapo
(Secret Police) arrested Mr. Dukas
on a train between Freiburg and
Sulzburg, accusing him of
spreading rumors against the
State. He was imprisoned in
Freiburg for two weeks, and after
his release, was forbidden to
return to Sulzburg for nine
months.

Faced with the hopeless, ever-
advancing predicament of German
Jewry, Dukas issued an
emergency appeal to Sulzburg's
former residents and supporters in
other countries: "Save the
Sulzburg Jewish community! An

The last presidenl of the Jewish
community of Sulzburg, Simon

Dukas, in his lltorld lllar I army
uniform.
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unspeakable catastrophe threatens us, a total disaster!"
On November 10, 1938, Simon Dukas was deported to the

Dachau concentration camp together with the other Jewish men of
Sulzburg. His wife succeeded in extricating him, and they fled to
France and then to Switzerland. After the war, Simon Dukas
moved to Paris where he passed away in January of 1963 at the
age of seventy-nine.



178 / SLTLZBURG

1800
1810
L8t2
1815
1817
t826
1851
1860
t876
1885
1892
1901
t907
1909
19t2
1918

1924
t927
1930-1938

1847 (ca.)
1856 (ca.)
t907
1930

Cantors and Shochrfiz (Rituat Slaughterers)
of the Sulzburg Jewish Community

Abraham kvi
R. [rser
Josef Meier
Josef Pressburger
Samuel Krtiner
lazarus Guunann
S. Jeremias
David Brandeis
Jakob Gradwohl
S. Grtinwald
K. Marx also served as shochet

S. Metzger rr rr

S. Strauss
H. Cohn also served as shochet
Herman Marx il rr

Siegfried Simon rr rr

David Baracker n x

Salomon Biegeleisen n

Hugo Alperowitz rr rr

Moses Bloch (unsalaried)
Iouis Kahn (unsalaried)

Samuel Kahn (blew the shofor - ram's horn)

Sextons
Moses Ruf
Ruben Moses
Aron Abraham
Friedrich Flanter:

Born 5/2/1889
Married 712011937

Killed 1943

Alfons Weil:
Born l0/1511872
Killed l2l8l1942

Posen
Sulzburg
Auschwitz

Sulzburg
Auschwiu

t937



JEWISH INSTITUTIONS / I79

"And he shall Immerse his body
in well water

and become pure."
(leviticus 15:13)

i'rP? Fnl
Er:ItE:Dl
'1,lpl

The Mikyoft (Rituat Bath)

Despite the degradation the Jews endured, the insulting epithets
hurled at them comparing them to unclean animals, it was only the
Jewish people who observed the laws of purity scrupulously as

ordained in the Torah.

The Milaoh: Entrance

Ever since the revelation on Mount Sinai culminating in the
giving of the Torah over 3300 years ago, the Jewish people
followed the laws requiring a bride before her wedding and a

married women after her menstrual period or after childbirth to
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immerse in a ritual bath. On the day before Yom Kippur (Day of
Atonement), men as well as women would immerse in this bath
built to meticulous specifications. To fulfill these religious
requirements, every Jewish community considered it their duty and
obligation to build and maintain such a milevoh (ritual bath), most
often with great effort and sacrifice.

The Milanh: Partial view of the Interior

At times when many of the surrounding nations were still
living primitively, the Jewish people were trained in spirituality,
purity and cleanliness. In addition to the spiritual benefits they
reaped from their adherence to Divine [,aw, the Jews also enjoyed
a resulting immunity from many diseases, frequenfly arousing the
envy of the non-Jewish population.



JEWISH INSTTTTNONS / lEI

In Sulzbtrrg, the mil<voh was situated next to the synagogue,
betrreen the eastern wall and the adjoining building. The ritual
bath was fed by spring water.

With the expulsion of the Jews from Sulzburg, the milarch was

filled with gravel, stripped of its intended function.
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"Go forth, gather all the Jews" Et]!nl,: )p ng Ot4 1)
(Esther 4: 16)

The Community Center

Besides the synagogue and the milcyoh, the Jews of Sulzburg
owned an additional property on Mtihlbach Street, the
Gemeindehaus (Community Center) located at #66, corner of
Klostergasse.

The center was a two story building with a cellar and an
extension. The title records of the City of Sulzburg listed the
property as "Jewish School Building."

The rabbi-cantor residence was on the ground floor, with the
remaining space used for classrooms and a small Dals hamidrash
(study hall) where services were conducted in the winter, as the
synagogue had no heating facilities.

The extension was used for the ritual slaughtering of chickens,
until 1933 when shechitoh was prohibited.

The community center also housed a small library and storage
space for religious objects. On November 10, 1938, all movables
were confiscated by government officials, and were never seen
again.

After the deportation of the Jewish inhabitants of Sulzburg,
non-Jewish tenants occupied the community center. On October 4,
1951, the erstwhile Jewish community center was sold to a wood-
cutter for 8,000 Mark.
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The Community Center - Gemeindehaus
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"And you shall teach

them to your children."
(Deut. ll:19)

D?Tl ns DDi( Dn]Dh

The Religious School

Nearly 2000 years ago, long before other civilized countries
instituted compulsory education, Rabbi Joshua ben Gamle, a high
priest of Jerusalem, decreed that each and every Jewish community
was obligated to engage qualified teachers for all boys above the
age of six.

Since then, the Jewish school or cheder has been a visible,
integral part of Jewish life and has accompanied the Jewish people
into all of their exiles.

Small wonder, then, that the Jewish school in Sulzburg was
carefully nurtured ever since the first settlement. Only their forms
and shapes varied with the times and circumstances.

In the first decades, there flourished a Yeshiva Gedoloh
(Rabbinical Seminary) which produced many outstanding students
and scholars. In the later years of the 18th century, a primary
Jewish school was established. In the first half of the 19th century,
the school grew so greatly that a separate school building was
constructed. In addition, a girls' school was established, which
taught vocational subjects and home economics including sewing
and knitting.

Instruction in Jewish religious subjects existed until 1938 when
the last cantor and teacher, H. Alperowitz, was arrested and
deported.

Usually, the rabbi of the community also served as the head
teacher or principal. The first rabbi, David Blum, established the
rabbi's right to "learn" with the children and the adults as well.

A Selichos printed in 1725 in Frankfurt, identifies Rabbi Blum
not only as the rabbi of Sulzburg, but also as the Rosh Mesivta
(Head of the Rabbinical School). Remarkably, nearly 150 years

after his tenure, the man and his institution were still remembered,
evidencing the high esteem he and his school had earned.

Indeed, this yeshiva produced many great men. Rabbi Blum,
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who was considered one of the best Talmudists of his time in
Germany, was the teacher and mentor of luminaries such as Rabbi
Joseph ben Isaak Halevi Ashkenazi (1550-1628), rabbi of Metz.
The successive rabbis of Sulzburg were also outstanding teachers
who attracted a great number of disciples.

The second rabbi, David Kahn, was also a highly qualified
teacher.

The third rabbi, Isaak Kahn, was an outstanding teacher as well
who used his scholarship to perpetuate the tradition through his
many students. Two years before his death, in 1795, an officially
recognized Jewish school was founded.

The first teacher of this new school was Rabbi Kahn's son,
Iropold (Yehudo) Kahn. Born February 26,1750 in Sulzburg, he
married another native of Sulzburg, Rachel Irvi, who gave birth
to thirteen children.

First, he served as assistant rabbi and scribe. Judel (a
diminutive of Yehudo) Kahn then became a model teacher, holding
his position for forty years. He passed away on February 26,
1836.

The commissioner of education, Beck, addressed a letter dated
August 1, 1833 to the High Council of the Jews of Baden in
Karlsruhe, praising the accomplishments of the Jewish school: ,,We

have convinced ourselves of the superb condition of the Jewish
school of Sulzburg, and we find the nicest reward of our activities
in the noble nature of the school system. "

In 1837, the construction of the new school building began and
two years later, on June 21, 1839, the building was dedicated.
Rabbi Dreyfuss recited Psalm 30. A report of the dedication
ceremony, filled with praise for the rabbis, the school
administration and the faculty, is preserved in the archives of the
City of Sulzburg. The report was forwarded to the High Council,
from whom the school garnered much deserved appreciation.

The school proved very successful. In place of the formerly
prevailing long summer vacation, the Jewish school instinrted a
shorter vacation, but allowed vacations for Pesach (passover),
Snlckos and other Jewish holidays.
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Two of the school's instructors, Abraham Wilmersdorf and

Josef Bruchsaler, published their writings. Rabbi Salomon

Bamberger, assistant rabbi and teacher, also published his works.

Rabbi Dreyfuss produced an acclaimed publication. He was also

responsible for the education of pupils who later became famous

such as Rabbi Nathaniel weil, Klaus Rabbi (rabbi of a small Dais

hamidrash) of Karlsruhe.
In 1858, Rabbi Dreyfuss initiated plans for the establishment

of a Bais Hamidrash for extended and advanced Torah study with
the financial assistance of David Weil-

The Bais Hamidrash opened in 1863 to the delight of the entire

community.
On January 4, 1865, a lead article in Der Israelit spoke about

Sulzburg:

Sulzburg can be counted among the first cities of Germany in terms of

religious observance and love for Torah. Even though it is already thirty years since

the passing of that pious teacher and mentor of the Jewish school, the esteemed Reb

JehudaL,eibKahn)"yI(thememory ofthezaddikisablessing),hisnoblespiritstill
perneates the community, which cherishes to this day his efforts and

iccomplishments in raising true Jehudim (Jews) in thought, word and deed' He

certainly did not miss his mark, and the congregation is a pride to Judaism'

2(rtc[ an bieflrrenr Drte, bc[ien iit-bi[d)c Oe.rncinbe in

Eelrn oui gteliqi6iitfit ulrb $iebe iur t0oi'0 oo9[ mit 3tr

teri ciften.@enriinUen fu Oeutidtionb ggredlrte-l Derb.3tt

torur , 
' 
btrrrf6t isd ber 6eift iene E olten, Irommen,

il\i[,Fryj,$fi','''if elf ';,li',ii'ff ffi ll%8illi;
bie Oirnelnbi ibfe0rt. Steierflllann, berlornoO niqt
Uieittg $qDien feine .roft(ofe Egcitisfeit olB 3e$rer ber

rtrnin"b-tibier'iitiitititr,'- eE' toi;ff nodl [eite fort,
iliri Fomnr6r Giler,- fein unDd-rbrofgneo. Ee$ti!.tn,^]m

r;l t ffiIlll,llr gtd[,,gi[u fl:11!i,1{} rH,'il #;lj
uiot,-- rinb CIiitlob'rt bot ouf eine Gemeinbe bemit

iii6irinui,i, bit bem $ubentfumi 3ut G[re getei$t'
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Title page of publication by sutzburg's Jewish teacher Josef Bruclualer
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The Principal Instructors of the Jewish School

t550-1577
1727-174
174r'.-1795
t795-1836
1829-1835
1832-l&64
1839-1840
1840-1853
1853-r863
1863-1864
t8il-1872
t872-t877
1877-l9ll
1912-1918
t9t8-1923
tgvt-1927
1927-1930
1930-r938

Rabbi David Blum
Rabbi David Kahn
Rabbi Isaak Kahn
I-eopold (Jehudo) Kahn
Michael Gombrich
Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss
Salomon Eppinger
R. Westheimer
Abratram Wilmersdorf
Salomon Schweizer
Rabbi Salomon Bamberger, Associate Rabbi
l^azarus Biir
Josef Bruchsaler
Hermann Marx
Siegfried Simon, Cantor
David Baracker, Cantor
Salomon Biegeleisen, Cantor and Shochet
Hugo Alperowitz, Cantor and Shochet

1839
1840

1M8
1863
1865

Ladies who Taught in the Girls' Vocational School

Fannie Eppinger
Rosa Rieser
Debora Weil
Jetre Weil
Ricke Rieser



.IEWISH INSTITUTIONS / 1t9

The Last Cantor-Teacher-Shochet of Sulzburg
Uri Chaim (Hugo) Alperowitz

Officiated February 1930 - November 1938

Uri Chaim (Hugo) Alperowiu was born in 1892 in Schaki,
Lithuania. He studied first in his home town and later at the famed
Yeshiva of Slobodka, neiar Kovno. He married Ida Goldschmidt
whose father owned a religious book store in Baser, switzerland.

His first job as a teacher took Mr. Alperowitz to Graudenz,
westprussia (Germany). Iater, he taught in the cities of Freistadt
and Christburg until 1924. From there, he went to Ihringen in
Baden where he served until 1930, subsequently receiving rraboloh
(authorization for religious slaughtering) from Rabbi Unna in
Mannheim.

Pursuing his career, he accepted an offer from Sulzburg where
he began his new position in 1930. His older brother, Jakob
Alperowitz, served in a similar capacity in the neighboring town
of Mtillheim.

since the rabbinate had left sulzburg at that time, the cantor-
teacher had to fill this capaclty as well. Thus, he was responsible
for the school, the shul and the shechitoh - in short, he was the
religious leader. Mr. Alperowitz was well-liked, popular with
adults, students and even the non-Jewish population. To the best
of his ability, he ministered to the needs of his constituents in a
sad and difficult time.

On November 10, 1938, Mr. Alperowitz was arrested by the
German officials and, sharing the destiny of the other Jewish men
of Sulzburg, deported to the Dachau concentration camp. He was
imprisoned for five weeks for the crime of being a Jew; his
extensive library, containing many rare books, was confiscated and
hauled away, never to be seen again.

As a Swiss citiznn, Mrs. Alperowitz succeeded in securing his
release and brought him to Basel. Together with their children
Pesach (Paul) and Bella, they emigrated to Palestine in 1939.
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I
I

Uri Chaim Alperowitz
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Report card issued by the Jewish school in Sulzburg
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The Jewish Organizations and Societies of Sulzburg

practice true kindlines. ;T;#:
(true kindliness is with the dead,

from whom one cannot

expect compensation)"
(Rashi, Gcncsis 47:29)

0w
nr?dl'19r:r "lD)l
ErnD,l Dy DrrItry 19[
irry nDS ['rgp xl'r
)rntr orfnf nprp

Chevroh Kadishoh (Burial Society)

Judaism mandates honor and dignity for the deceased. The

Chevroh Kadishoh (Holy Society), with separate divisions for men

and women, performs the lofty task of caring for the deceased.

As in all Jewish communities throughout the ages, the Jews of
Sulzburg founded their community and their "Holy Society"
simultaneously. The most prominent members belonged to this
burial society, and it was considered a great honor to participate

in all of its activities.
The society's functions began at the time of death, occasionally

even earlier. When someone in the community was critically ill,
the Chevroh Kadishoh went into action, for it is an act of piety and

honor to the departing fellow Jew to be present at his passing. The
body of the deceased must be under continuous guard from the

time of death until burial. If official permit could be obtained,

close relatives arrive and other preparations made, the funeral

would take place on the same day.
The body had to be washed and prepared for burial according

to the age-old tradition. It was dressed in the white kittel or
sargenes (special robe, also worn on the High Holidays to remind

a person of his mortality and arouse repentance) and the talis
(prayer robe). The ladies' Chevroh Kadishoh sewed these kittels,
usually in advance so that they would be prepared. The Chevroh
Kadishoh was also in charge of arranging the funeral, digging the

grave and transporting the deceased to the cemetery.

During the funeral procession, all Jewish stores were closed

and all men accompanied the coffin to its final resting place. In
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exceptional cases, such as the death of a rabbi, the departed was
flrst taken to the shul and eulogized there. Usually, though, the
eulogy was delivered in a specially built chapel at the cemetery.

After burial, the society cared for the aveilim (mourners),
providing them with food and other necessities to help alleviate
their grief. At the last residence of the deceased, a daily mirryan
(prayer service) was organized during the first week of mourning.

The chevroh Kadishoh functioned in sulzburg until the Jews
were expelled.

Pious Women
(Soroh llb)

niTP-lI D'lU)

tadies' Auxiliary

In addition to a chevroh kadishoh. most Jewish communities
also maintained a society called Bikur cholim (visiting the Sick).
Yet this society was not limited to visiting the sick. It also
provided physical, financial and emotional support.

In earlier times, when govenrmental aid was nonexistent and
medical and unemployment insurance unheard of, when a
breadwinner became ill, often the income just stopped. There were
no other means of support other than assistance by fellow Jews.

An expectant mother or one after childbirttr needing help with
her other children could rely on the Bikur cholim to t"kr charg".

In Sulzburg, the Ladies Auxiliary was officially establisnea in
1885, although the Bikur cholim had already existed much earlier.

From 1889 until 1898, Mrs. R. Kahn was the chairlady.
From 1924 to L932 ,the widow Auguste Dukas held that position.

other very active officers included Mrs. Rebbeka Bloch, Mis. Bella
Weil, Mrs. Paula Weil, Mrs. Louise Weil and Mrs. Marie Kahn.

In 1932, the organization still boasted twenty-nine active
members.

The Sulzburg [adies' Auxiliary was famous even beyond the
borders of Germany. Thus, a newspaper report of one of its
meetings appeared in the Isruelitisches wochenbrar, published by
the Jews of Switzerland.
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A Sulzburg woman of valor, Madel (Magdalena) Kohn, who was deeply

religious ind highty charitable. Died 1887 in sulzburg. Her husbatd, Meier

Kahn, was president of the Sulzburg Jewish Community.
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People ofthe Book rpDn Ey

Reading Society

Throughout history, the Jewish nation has been described as
"the people of the book. " Not surprisingly, then, in addition to its
school, sulzburg maintained a Jewish "Reading Society," or study
circle.

The society, named Eintracht (Harmony), was founded in
January, 1845 and met at the Jewish restaurant Zum wilden Mann,
located at Mtihlbachstrasse 4, across the street from the shul.

lnl874, Samuel Kahn was the president and in 1901, G. Bloch.

ltre time of song" fDlil nU
(Song of Songs 2: 12)

Gesangverein
(Choral Society)

Since Biblical times, song has played an important role in
Jewish life.

In the Bais Hamikdosh, the kvi'im (kvites) enhanced their
religious services through song.

After the destruction of the Holy Temple, the synagogue
services substitute to a certain extent, and so many prayeri are sung
by the leader and the congregation.

In addition, an integral part of the shabbos and holiday meals
in the Jewish home is the zmiros (liturgical songs in praise of the
Almighty).

Understandably, then, Sulzburg Jews, founded a society to
promote song. Established onMay 17,l&62,the society was named
Siingerbund (Singing Organization).

In 1886, kopold Dukas was its president; in 1g96, Gustav
Weil.
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"And you shall do what is :iE,ll flpl;f n"tp)ll
upright and good"

(Deut.6:18)

Chevroh Poel Tow

Between 1901 and 1903, an organization called Chevroh Poel

Tow (Society for Good Deeds) functioned in Sulzburg.
Although ttre society's purpose is nowhere defined, its name

indicates that it performed some type of social welfare activities.
Its chairman was G. Weil.

'The world stands on three pillars:

on the Torah and on the service

and on charitable deeds."
(Edtics of the Fathers l:2)

nAnd your brother shall live with you"
(Levit. 25:36)

'rnty u?ty,? 511;'1 'r hI
illtrll,l )q nltna )u
D.''rQn nlhl bu)

:lDlr l"r.ry u

Charitable Foundations of the Sulzburg Jews

Many passages of the Torah emphasize the importance of
charity and good deeds. The Mishnoh (Orall-aw) elaborates, stating
that one of the world's pillars is gemilus chesed (charity and good

deeds). Whenever and wherever Jews organized their own
communities, charity was an integral part of their communal life.

The Jews of Sulzburg were no exception to this rule. On the
contrary, the comparatively small town of Sulzburg boasted a lion's
share of charitable organizations, no less than twelve.

Rabbi Isaak Kahn established the precedent for this active

charitable work in Sulzburg. He founded one of its first
organizations, instilling in the character of his commumty. the

principal that "the more affluent should help the less fortunate in
every way possible." Thus, there were foundations to help orphan
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children, needy brides, destitute widows and to further Jewish
education. substantial sums were donated, enhancing the standard
of living of the Jewish population

Even after the Second world war and the murder of six million
Jews by the totalitarian German dicatorship, even in the absence of
Jewish residents, a new foundation was created in the hallowed
Jewish tradition of Sulzburg.

. In 1978, Hugo Bloch, a native of Surzburg, founded the Hugo-
Anna Bloch Stiftung (Foundation), devoted to rebuilding the
synagogue, restoring the cemetery"and preserving Jewish interests
in the town.
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Jewish Charitable Foundations in Sulzburg
itirn l]Dln,il)) nD))i] ,trrbln ri7f ,tr''.1on n+!Dt

Founded Name of
Foundation

hrrpose Founder

1858 David Weil-Marx
Bloch'sche Beth
Hamidraschstiftung

Extended religious
instruction

David Weil

1859 Marx Bloch'sche

Midchen-Aussteuer-Stift ung
Support of poor brides Marx

Bloch

1883 Jakob Kahn, Moses Sohn-
Stiftung

Support of poor Jews Jakob Kahn

1884 Marx Bloch'sche Witwe
Stiftung

Support of needy children Helen
Bloch

1884 Vereinigte Israel Stiftung

(four divisions)

Upkeep of the Bais
Hamidrash

Rabbiner

Isaak Kahn

a. l,andrabbiner Isaak
Kahn-Stifttng

b. Moses Weil'sche
Gebetstiftung

Moses
Weil

c. Abraham Weil'sche
Gebetstiftung

Abraham
Weil

d. Raphael Bloch'sche
Stiftung

Rafael
Bloch

1888 Iosef Kahn Stiftung JosefKahn

Jakob Kahn, David Sohn

BrezelStiftung

Jakob Kahn

Salomon Bloch'sche S. S

Rabbiner Stiftung

Salomon
Bloch

Salomon Bloch'sche S. S

Waisen Stiftung
Support of orphaned
children

Salomon Bloch'sche S. S.

Aussteuer Stiftung

Support of poor brides

Naphtali Dukas Stiftung Naftali
Dukas

t978 Hugo-Anna Bloch Stiftung Revival of Iewish
community interests

Hugo
Bloch



"These are the things that a man eats

their fruit (of his labor) in this world,
and the permanent reward in the

world to come...and hospitality."
(Shabbos l27a)
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Hotels and Inns

Little sulzburg featured three Jewish hotels and inns; small
wonder, for the beautiful surroundings, the pleasant smelling, cool
pine forests, the breathtaking, picturesque landscape of mountain
and valley, the enviable tranquility and, especially, the availability
of kosher food attracted Jewish tourists even from neighboring
Switzerland. A warm, Jewish atmosphere added to the comfort of
the guests while the relaxing and refreshingly cool springs and baths
soothed them physically.

The most famous inn was located across from the synagogue,
for the convenience of its pious guests.
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Jewish Hotels and Inns in Sulzburg

a) Gasthaus Zum Wilden Mann

Location: Mtihlbachstrasse 4

Owner 1840 - widow of Boruch Dukas
1851 - Meyer Rieser
1881 - David kvi, Salomon Bloch
1908 - widow Sophie lrvi
1933 - Isaak Braunschweig

b) Hotel Zum Markgrafen

I-ocation: at the train station

Owner: 1900 - Dukas Family

c) Pension Kahn

l.ocation: Mtihlbachstrasse 72

Owner: lg32I.artra Kahn (later of St. t ouis)

Lodging for the Poor

In addition to these hotels and inns, needy travelers visiting the

town could enjoy lodging free of charge at the Armenherberge,

located on Mtihlbachstrasse.



nAnd you shall slaughter
as I commanded you'

"But the blood
you shall not consume"

(Dcut. l2:21,16)

JEWISH INSTITUTIONS / 201

ur''ty rvND EUEII

tr'i;_r i7'1

rbXn x)

Kosher Meat Shechitoh

Essential to the maintenance of a viable Jewish community is
the availability of kosher food.

Since most Sulzburg Jews engaged in agriculture and viti-
culture, especially in the early days of the community, kosher dairy
products and wine were readily available. In addition, a kosher
bakery and two fewish owned grocery stores served the community.
Obtaining kosher meat, however, was more complicated.

The Torah permits the consumption of meat only after the
animal is slaughtered in a specific manner. The Written Law in the
Torah does not clearly specify the method of this shechitoh, but the
Oral l-aw in the Talmud details the regulations, and the Shulchon
Oruch codifies them. Shechitoh entails many complex halochos
(laws); a single cut with a special razor-sharp knife must be made
at a specific spot on the animal's throat, immediately taking its life
and preventing suffering.

Any one of five main mistakes can render the slaughter non-
kosher:

1) delay
2) pressure

3) bottom up
4) wrong place

5) tear

'r;lu,
;'rD'1'1

;rlln
nD'u
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To be a qualified shochet (slaughterer), a person needs special
training in all of the detailed laws, as well as the method of
shechitoh. Unnost care and precision are necessary, since even a
minor mistake may render an animal non-kosher.

The ritual of shechitoh has repeatedly borne the barbs of anti-
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Semitic attacks attempting to discredit this humane method of
slaughter. Fornrnately, even non-Jewish exlrerts, convinced of its
painless effect on the animal, often rose to its defense.

The goverunent of Baden, Sulzburg's state, iszued an ordinance
in 1560 which mandated thrt shechitoh &, zupervised by rwo
officials from the butchers' union. This union continuously levied
accusations against the Jewish slaughter method, and the officials
sought to restrict it in every way possible.

In 1893, for example, a motion was introduced under the
pretext of prevention of cruelty to animal#o, permitting shechitoh
only upon animals supposedly rendered irnmune to pain by an
anesthetic injection. All German rabbis issued a joint declaration
"resenting govenrment ffiingement upon the religious freedom of
practice by the Jews and rejecting the new requirement
unequivocally." @eprinted in Jerusalem, 1976). Among the
signatories were Rabbis Kahn and Bamberger of Sulzburg.

On May 1, L933, shechitoh was offlrcially prohibited in
Germany. For two years thereafter, the lews were able to import
meat from other countries. However, in 1935, a new law prohibited
even importation, and German Jews were left without kosher meat,
three years before the infamous Kristallnacht on November 10,
1938.

Has any law for the prevention of cruelty to atrimals ever been adopted

banning hunting, the sport of shooting at animals which may suffer great

agony if not directly hit and run in pain for hours until finally succumbing
to their wounds?

n
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CHAPTER 10
THE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE OF'

TIIE SI,]LZBI.JRG JEWS

nAnd now, O Israel,
what does the Almighty ask of you,

but o fear Him, to walk in His path,
to love Him and serve Him with

all your heart and soul, and to
observe His commandments. "

(Deut. l0:12,13)
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F
ollowing the lead of earlier Jewish conrmunities established
on German soil, the lews of Sulzburg did not tailor their
religious observance to their pe$onal convenience or desire;

rather, they clung devotedly to Torah and observed the mipos
(commandments, good deeds) meticulously.

The heroism of the rews blossomed in their houses of worship
and study, not on the battlefield. In spite-better, because-of their
devoted immersion in the large folios of the Talmud, day and night,
these Jews were able to rise to any challenge.

Thus, Associate Rabbi Salomon Bamberger of Sulzburg risked
his own life to save an entire city from destruction during the First
world war. Neither with his sword nor with his gun, but rather
with his wisdom and presence of mind, drawn from the eternal
fountain of Torah knowledge, did this hero fight his battles.

Like a golden thread, this profound piety stretches from the
very first settlements throughout the generations, reaching the last
hhabitants of Sulzburg and continuing on....

The firstpriority of ttre Jewish community was always religious
education and institutions, transmitting a profound devotion to
Torah and an unwavering belief in the faith of their forefathers.

On Shabbos, complete tranquility reigned. The synagogue
service was conducted according to the strict orthodox rinral. until
modern times, no Jew dared ftansgress Shabbos or the Jewish
holidays.
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Irna Kahn, in a manuscript entitled Kinder Erinnerungen
(Childhood Memoir) speaks of her pious forefathers. She recalls

that her mother, despite her eleven children, found thre every

single day to recite the morning prayer.
She describes the entire community as sffictly religious,

occupied with all mizvos, including moaser (the commandment to

tithe one's earnings for charity).
Furthermore, she writes, a Sulzburg lew eating non-kosher

food? It simply did not happen.
Naturally, the Sulzburg rabbis were the epitome of piety. Rabbi

David Blum, the first rabbi, was described as'tncompromising in
his rigorous practice and preservation of Torah values. " The second

rabbi, David Kahn, was famous for his exceptional piety. The same

was said of his son, Rabbi Isaak Kahn, the third rabbi. His
suc@ssor, Rabbi Abraham Weil, excelled in his "deeply religious

ways.' The last Sulzburg rabbi, Emanuel Dreyfuss, signed a

proclamation against the modifications sought by the Reform

movement and stressed 'qthe absolute and total superiority of the

Torah law which can never be subject to change or abridgement. "
In 1908, the Oberrat der Israeliten in Baden wanted to introduce

a reform prayerbook into all synagogues in the region. However,

the Sulzburg community rejected it unanimously.
This writer will take the liberty of relating a personal memoir,

again demonstrating his late father's (of blessed memory) deeply-

rooted mesiras nefesh (devotion with heart and soul to Torah) even

under the most precarious circumstances.

Mr. Kahn had a permanent seat in the shul on the mizrach
(eastern wall) in the first row, next to the shliach zibbur (prayer

leader).
Given one hour's notice that he was to be deported from

Sulzburg and permitted to take only hand luggage, Mr. Kahn's first
thought was of his sacred books, which he wrapped in a blanket.

Only then did he also pack other essentials.

On the deportation train he organized a mirryan.
Although he was suffering immensely from hunger and thirst in

the Gurs concentration camp in southern France, his letters to
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Switzerland carried one request: neither food nor drink, but a
siddur (prayer book), for his own had been confiscated.

Each year before the Sulkos holidays, he would build a
beautiful stl*oh in the front alley of his house which was adjacent
to the shul. However, during the last year before the catastrophe,
in the face of mounting persecution, the Jews feared that a sukkoh
in public view would invite trouble. Determinedly unwilling to
forego erecting his sukkoh, Mr. Kahn thought of an alternative
which would allow him to observe the Jewish law while remaining
out of public view and shielded from the street. climbing to the
roof of his two story home, he removed several rows of tiles and
shingles, creating a sizeable skylight above the attic. He then
covered the opening with tree branches and twigs, which he had cut
from the nearby woods, and thus...a kosher sutckoh was born, the
only one in town that year.

As usual, yomtov (holiday) lights were kindled before sun-down
and the sukkoh was brightly lit. After Maariv (Evening prayer), the
family ascended to its rooftop sul<koh to recite Kidush
(sanctification), wash their hands and eat theyom tov meal. Barely
had they swallowed the first bite, however, when a hail of stones
flew through the open roof, extinguishing the candles and
preventing further stay in the sul*oh. The burning candles had
apparently betrayed their "secret.'

This writer's good father (of blessed memory) remarked, nThey

can put out the flames of the candles, but they can never extinguish
the light of our Torah!"

This writer's dear mother (of blessed memory) was a noble,
modest gentlewoman, kindhearted and wann. Despite suffering
deprivation of bare essentials in the concentration qrmp, she did her
utmost to nurse the afflicted back to health. She was especially
active in performing tatnroh(ritual purification of the deceaied) foi
many whom she saw pass away in captivity, until she herself was
deported to Auschwitz....
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CHAPTER 11

HEBRAICA AI\D JUDAICA

'And you shall write ttris in the book..." IPAI Ir?l nRr ln?
(Exodus 17:14)

Sulzburg in Hebrew and Jewish Writings

7Tl iny Sulzburg, hardly noticeable on the map, has nevertheless

I gained entry into the largest libraries of the world.
L In Oxford and New York, in Amsterdam and

Washington, D.C., Sulzburg appears in more than fifty works and

in at least four languages thanks to the outstanding auttrority of the

Sulzburg rabbis and their literary creations.,

The first mention of Sulzburg was in the year L546. A rare

manuscript, preserved in the library of Oxford, England, makes

reference to the first rabbi of Sulzburg, Rabbi David Blum. A
second Oxford manuscript, authored by Kalonimus ben Aharon

Halevi, is dated 1551 in Sulzburg.

A number of manuscripts from the pen of Rabbi David Blum,
written in the second half of the 16th century, are preserved in the
Stadtbibliothek of Hamburg. These manuscripts mention Sulzburg
frequently.

Sulzburg appears first in Hebrew print in Shearis Josef
(Cracow, 1590) by Rabbi Joseph Kahn, who includes a reference

to Sulzburg and Rabbi Blum. The next mention is in 1725 in a

Selichos by Zalmen Apterod printed in Frankfurt a/M which also

refers to Sulzburg and Rabbi Blum.
Of special significance to Sulzburg is the famous work Seder

Hadoros by Rabbi Yechiel Heilperin (Karlsruhe, t769). In this
chronological history of the most important Jewish people, events

and places, the author mentions Sulzburg and its illustrious Rabbi
David Blum.

Also noteworthy is the classification of Rabbi David Blum of
Sulzburg irmong the "great" of the nation by Rabbi Chaim Josef

David Azulay (Horav Chido) in his seminal work, Shem

Hagedolim.
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Outstanding in Sulzburg literature are the booklet Die
Geschiclte der Juden in Sulzburg and the book Die FCInilie Kahn
aus Sulzburg (The Kahn Famity of Sulzburg) by Iadwig Kahn of
Basel. These two basic texts have been instnrmental in reawakening
interest in the fews of Sulzburg.

An unusual publication, also originating in Sulzburg, is a kosher
cookbook e*iftled Die Frau auf richtiger Ftihne (The Woman on the
Right Path, Basel, 1901) by Sulzburg native kna Kahn. Besides its
recipes, this book also provides the Jewish woman with practical
advice on how to conduct a kosher kirchen. An additional work,
Kind,er-Einnerungen, remains in manuscript.

Especially distinguished for their Sulzburg connection are the
volumes of Zera Jalcob (Seed of Jacob).

The first volume, a 360 page profound commentary on psalms

by Rabbi Jakob Kahn, a relative of Sulzburg Rabbis David and
Isaak Kahn, appeared in Grodno, Lithuania in 1788. The author
was rabbi of Wistenitz, a Polish city close to the German border.

At that time, Lithuania was the European center of Jewish
scholarship and the study of the Talmud was at a peak; demand for
Jewish scholarly works was exceptionally great.

In this setting, Rabbi Jakob Kahn emerged as a pioneer. After
printing 7*ra lakob in 1788, his publisher, the Rom firm, later
moved to vilna where it published the most popular edition of the
Talmud, still reprinted today. Thus, Rabbi Kahn's book was
considered the prototype upon which the world famous Vilna
edition Talmud was based.

Rabbi Jakob Kahn continued his series, compiling a
commentary to all of Scripture. Because of the high printing costs,
however, he was only able to publish the following works:
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Title page of Zera Jakob by Rabbi Jakob Kahn, printed 1788
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Page of kra Jakob commentary on Psalms, mentioning Rabbi David Kahn and
Rabbi Isaak Kahn ofSulzburg

NJi2 !r.:lt Dtk"l Dt?fin lft
l,: lr, 'l:.E 1.61 tr>:rr-,\:t 1t.i6 1W! DrDD l:,rr.'f,z ()-') . : \'>'. (r5, 

1,;7rp ltlrD :rrririr 5"r .i.D trr:r
i:.rr6::t:n )ip: liu! lDt,:)'):t::'it tlt)r5r ir'ririrlt;;,:;:;ilti>:.>;:i'D:'r':l;u'J:!r:i
5'r,i,r::;i ]i.'r:l'5r5 fiir ' 5':> 1t:btl 1r;! p,1:' f); ':> ir::rrir !:r 6ir; :,.:;. r5 i:"1.-ir ?'r:r
ti irrr:;r 1t:! cr;n, D:tJ)l l)i-rr, 6r;) i"r'l!'7 i,Dl)iTtr;5>!"ir: >':i'i::t-,li) i'r.6r!:p
rDr.i )1:i1 t.::l 'i::16 . - -^!.-_ ..-. - _?. -.-r -. 1r-;9'7 'r);; rii 

"!ilJ,r;,,il'fi, iii, fii i':iir??i\I "riJi:lli'l$i::t: jli)bl iirii,i,iro'i.r:m>
i'ir .::''r'r i ,"1i D'.>1 ;]r-l]ln r)t) :S : ;i!'i)il ):.ii.l -''r',t;1ipy >i:t.,h' .:;:),: 

"16 
).r

l.r>i 'rrl'rr'D-.rrrpp6:l -l*> L>lv, 13 , ,l.,yi :-.rj* t* ,^i,g;;iui '.6r -,-r> rrri! rl:r. f ii
l;x'i,i;,XJ:;l ';*-fi '-'i ':r':'iirtiii'.i,,+iri ;,,1''-I.,n':;|l ili:l'lr
r:6't> u'r;tn i> ;l)6 iJ, f ^ji1'Ul;l D:if i .i.rlT ',r;ir:i,.f::: 'l) il ltn) ii, ct! l.:ll:,r:n !, 'i?tir i)n b.,\ii ,'1, rrpr! |'::rpn uoyn: clry!,-y !ir;.i
!'ir::o Drc\:: crri: ljlir:: '.r cltt5 ,'n . rlil >'91";l?ir rti :'it t,':,,:> rii:il.!: ti.> rll f p ..6
,t}li,! ir\il fi!5 l,,r.pDr l.lri,t :r:r;nni t:). in D'>t :j: 6'15 iirri in)ry n6 rnrp o::>r l,:l:p E:.il
'ir:) 6"tr y"pp.; Ci5 17 t.rr6'; :r:trf..l 5t:-: :.r:;i r;.r6 )'.:;: nDD C.r:l 7,flri lilr. i'i C.r:::
f))\)i tl'r) :r Olr:: Dirtln Dr-:r l> ,> 'lo;u6 rt:t )'llf r-,;:;!:r:\ )')) r.E,t:ir f ltr: ll:6 i"lt :l.if
,'u'r ir-,tr.i p}:r: nit: ::!,.:u6ir 

"p 
iuun,t y.r6 rr:t:r: )i c.nr:rr: i,r nlnir':l;ir6 rr:r :t:! >':,r

i)'Dir lD)t rp! ' 1,719 lir., or\t 'li,r, t';i jlr! :)::;nt i.i r::r: rlr t'y:; ,;):! ,r,' 'il>rrf,l ;r.:5
D,;t'!p! ln! 6rint.':i:r6 D.)Iir,D, 16 t'tyllt 116 D':r'"i:) c!':ir;r.i5 it:.c f,..i i,rri.:r ;!-.i;
r:lWptr lorU ')$ '16 t.rt;r! lt,!, .)i;,, ;l?J ir:p :>! i'r;:r ''tr6 n'n clD lti)l ll>tir iirr
lurr) Dr,7'rt !t.tl!t! cr!> ir'gi;.11 ir;n p:wn! l.ptr.':5 (ij)'rrrr6: i i,)::r'rj! rinir:lj.!lt.'i.lr
fifirt o>: E i'irjt '$> Ql5:n 6)t njrn 6i opt:ynrl ,i'rnr 6:':: irl. i'i 6rir :rll:ou'i 5'-: c\.ir ,r:r)
r12 rp:)6 1f1 9r137p r!fi rltlt o,:rrrlrir t:t nr:r,;i !:i,.) il.$ il.r::f crrn f,ij',ih ):i;r!'r, t.:i!
,\rn p6:ir:rir r:tr fll i !';>nrD!)l\1 r,r,rp 55; c$ nl-,r'::ir! t.,06)'!t i'::'Dci.'l'i'r-ri,,ih,tnp! 

'11 6!fi"r) 'f r:l:'.1 6i 5hn !.'D :6,f ircjr E6: !rr:;: r;6 try ,ir i5D r) nt.:f cp.tin :;::ii,r
E"'.1n .;p., .06.r:5,; p', D:;:51-tn tr.!.16 fjr;n r::p ':t! 1ir:l ;!n 9r;;r1!...;r -r.ir }:;nr: i$6i:in
p'rrlrtr\"r ttO: }>nD.:r) 5r;r r;ll 1,fi rt'l)o rnl6g $rsir nrD f 6t; lf,rrn t!$ (:J) i ir:5ll: ,,i::.r;\: t:fi 'lt;r,, tttir c6 ;'1;.r.116 g'1:: 6:n ):irr: ,up} n:;n t?! if ; t!.)f rn::l ri ilr) 3'rpn $6:j5 i:t;ont:ti:):t'l 1'1J"p6i:'6iur>.riir.$ y\EDllrpl.fitn:rn1.F;n$.:;r.:r::tii:rp
6i.p'r;n I:: >'f,.r I'r\r iipr:!: c.irrirr:ir r'i! 'i'l:rp;lpi:: 

:rlu ir.rrnir
rlt) ;1t ilt;rr ntr\::5 7t7 i;r, )tD;t i:,n D>rn lirtll t'ail, tiDtr'r Dir !1,-..;r 1r6:ir l'ir l'lt$l
'1rrr lllr:! o':nti;ttr> 6p.,:'inrp1orp't:rjnt:::T c':ilr;:'ri:Dlri.r:.tt:i6r
D),r:titD, 'rl'pnD:\r'.iy ,')Dl .i;:6 rf:i:r;n i-1t!ci,,:)1 6>\.r:r!,:xr)::,> rrE)i,r\ri!:,
clr:5 (:j) : n"u.l p't:t yi,n oti '!'..r 65i )")) irriw 5.r:: :;ri ' ,t: i)lil -r.i> iJ):t! --.';irj
.1;3 ;i:;r 'l:: 6l'r't'rt D') ',6 ir)ir7'l:r n>:6 f 5 i:.'; 65 iui.rrr:>5 .i"-::.r: D,-! .> l.i::> i)r.r ,,:1

t))ri. lil,:) t;) 1!,r trr6.;. 1375 cfir lri.n f,i,' 6i; !:6 . 
Drn6 lul DrDn l:'r.lf ift Firr: ri,rr Dt)rjr li7

c1:r: !6 ti:r:t /"tlri 'rt! nmnri! Ur )":,.r . r;: Dii r1 fi;,.3 l!D)7) ri.r ilir) ir:6.r iui .eun 6"6
6)i l'r,:> 2'9! g'9 itlrf 1ri;Dp;'p lilprt !7r1.r \i;:: 6r:! iDi :t'l ,Jr)f 

"fl' 
' i,r>rjr 1-(:,t;l't)

pr;r p1;r1fi 6: Dlj,'.r:r frr,:l !.)iJE ptt,t i"E Sjnnt lt)t Dr))t l.l t:tEr, ,l) 'l6ul tiy) f r-r' 6) l,r.::
irn !'r e!u! -v1t /ttt i.r' ItSt 1,r; fr; r) lloi) i:;6 v::j f\ r,6 t'y 6;,p: :,,::- :\;, pr Dtji)
'.t6.u',:)6 1!"p'659";>3itylt'yD7\l9DtD6r:..':r.r;:tnrr.l6u:,t D')u::;1:i'r::;p!;.6!:r:.ri:
D.ir' 6ir i::t5; 'j:l)tD D)16 6i pxp,)6; t') ')D !u D)'D!.) D):rr'i6 I'rt5 >"i nr;.,::,r' r';i D.;n 6"6r

iotDD;it i6 )I, Eri2 pt)rr,r l.7 i: 1"p liir i',111 i)D;i il\ii)



2IO ISUJ',ZBTJRG

Year Commentary to Place of Publication

1788 Psalms Grodno

1800 Ecclesiastes Nowidwar

1800 Genesis Nowidwar

1801 Song of Songs Nowidwar
tgOZ Ruth Vilna
1803 Proverbs Nowidwar
1804 Lamentations Grodno

18M Jonah Vilna

A second edition of the volume containing Shir Hashirim,
Eichoh and Yonoh (Song of Songs, I-amentations and Jonah) was

printed in 1878 in Warsaw.
This writer has beenprivileged to publish the following editions

of 7*ra lakob in Brooklyn, New York:

Edition No.Year

1977

1979
1988

Commentary to

Genesis
Jonah

Songs of Songs

Ruth
Lamentations
Frclesiastes
Psalms
Proverbs

2
3

3

2
3

2
2
2

The introduction to each of these editions traces Rabbi Jakob

Kahn's relationship to Sulzburg Rabbis David and Isaak Kahn
whose comments on Psalms are included. Rabbi Isaak Kahn wrote
an approbation to the commentaries on Psalms and Ecclesiastes; the

author quotes both Rabbis David and Isaak Kahn in his commentary

to Psalms.
Ttrc Zera Jakob series enjoyed wide popularity, its many

beautifulperushim (exegesis) quoted in over two dozen subsequent

works.
The list of books mentioning Sulzburg goes on and on.

Appendix B summarizes, albeit incompletely, the most important
works up to the year 1977.
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CHAPTER 12

SI.]LZBI,JRG JEWS WHO ATTAINED SECI,JLAR FAME

Gustav Weil

Vl ustav Weil was born in Sulzburg on April25, 1808 into a
f -r familv of ten children. He was a son of Gottschalk Weil,
\I presiient of the Jewish community of Sulzburg and his

grandfather was rabbi of Metz, Alsace.
Although intended for the rabbinate, Gustav was more inclined

to secular subjects, and so he snrdied foreign languages and history,
earning his doctorate at the world famous University of Heidelberg,
Germany, the academic equivalent of Oxford in England.

Gustav Weil authored five books on the Orient and the Arabs.
As the first Jew named professor at the University of Heidelberg,
he earned world fame.

He died on August 20, 1889. Gustav-Weil-Strasse in Sulzburg
was named in his honor.

Biographical articles in five encyclopedias describe his life and

literary accomplishments. A host of other books mentionhis name,
praising his prolific writing.

BOOKS RETERRING TO GUSTAV WEIL AIID SI.JLZBT,JRG

Hnted Name of
Ptrblicction

Author Latrguage

Year Place

l90t New York Jcwish Enctclopedia Englistr

1909 Karlsruhe Geschichte der badbchen Juden Adolph l.ewin German

l9l0 Petersburg Evreislaia Easiklopedia Russian

1vz5 Czernowitz Jildische National Biographie German

1927 Biihl Hcinntsgcschichte d. badischcn

lud.
Berthold Rosenthal German

1930 Berlin JMisches laicon German

t943 N* York Jcwish Universal Ency clopedia English

l95l Mexico Enciclopedia Judaica
&stellana

Spanistt

1969 Mtllheim Die Geschichte der Juden in
Sulburg

Ludwig Kahn German

tv,2 Jerusalem Encyclopedia Judaica Englistr
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Julius (Judas) Dukas

Julius Dukas was born in Sulzburg on August 15, 1859 into a
family of thirteenchildren. His parents were Leopold (Iribele) and
Magdalene (Madel) Kahn; his sister Sara was married to Rabbi
Lipmann Kahn of Wiesbaden.

Iulius Dukas emigrated to New York at the age of 18. Through
diligent work and Divine assistance, he became a highly successful
entrepreneur. Yet unlike so many others who reached the blessed
shores of the United States of America, Julius Dukas did not leave
his religious heritage behind. He continued in the path of the
European Jewish tradition which he had brought from Sulzburg,
leading a strictly religious life.

As a successful businessman, he was actively involved with
communal affairs and joined the boards of directors of various
instinrtions. He served as president of Yeshiva Jacob Joseph, his
own Orthodox congregation Orach Chaim and a host of other
organizations. He was also president of the Union of Orthodox
Jewish Congregations of America. But his pet project was the
Hebrew Free [.oan Society of New York City, which extended
interest free loans to needy Jews.

Julius Dukas served as president of the Free Loan Society for
thirty-five consecutive years until his death in 1940.

Highly respected in life, Dukas was memorialized after death in
a special volume, Tribute to a Great Leader in Israel; famous and
cherished in the largest metropolis in the world, he was indeed a
great leader. Among those who paid tribute to Julius Dukas in the
volume were the Governor of the State of New York, Herbert
khmann; the Mayor of the City of New York, Fiorello t-a Guardia
and a host of Orthodox rabbis. Especially noteworthy was Rabbi
Joseph Breuer of Kahal Adas Yeshurun in Washington Heights,
who praised Mr. Dukas forhis ownprofoundly religious way of life
and for his efforts on behalf of Torah-true interests. Rabbi Breuer
pledged that Torah-true Judaism in America would bless his
memory constantly.

A daughter, Madelaine, was married to Jacob A. Samuel, an
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industrialist and charitable religious man. She continued her father's
tradition and was blessed wirh children and grandchildren, including
respected bnei Torah (Torah scholars), who cherish the heritage of
Julius Dukas of Sulzburg.

The high top hat, or rylinder, was worn by Orthodox Jews of many German
communities for the Sabbath and holidays, just as the.fur hat, or shtreimel was
worn by Chasidim in Eastern Europe.

Julius Dul<as
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The memorial tribute to Judas (Julius) Dulras begins with an appropriate verse

from Tehilim (Psalms):

:TEr ']11t l)']1! ,il NJr Utlll'l il rD

:FiN U.1\! lyln l\rn tlEt 1t4D:
(l ,fr:n) Drtirn)

"What nran is hc thac fcarcch thc Lotil? Him uill Hc
inrtruct it the way thathc shoutd choosc, Hir soul sholl
cbidc. in goodncss; and lris sccd shall inhcrit ahc hnd,"

-(Ps,tt"us 
25:12, ll)-

A Tribute by Rabbi Breuer of llashington Heights:

AN EI(EMPI.ANY IETf,lgH UFE

EIrll'OrUi NOTllr if|tr follon,lrl .rri(|. prirt.il [y e forncr rlrti of &r{fort.
O.n nr, h pr...na.d in iu crilJill ,ori..if,4 r trclaaor lib &ntlth rclld lrqtly
dapracba. iB vlr.,

Mit dem Heimgong von luliua DUKAS lond oin reichee ttidisha
L.b€n.bein6n hieniedigen Abschlw. Aulrichtiga Toilrchme und ver-
dicnle WUrdigung zolllon di9@m lpben Donlc und Anorlcnnung. [Ienn
iiidirche lpben sich in dem Aulbou eina wohrholt ludidren HotJg
bewaihrt, winer Gomcinde in sell€nor oplerlreudiger Hingobo llch vor-
bundon woiss, der F6rderung dor Tlrorozwacto und der werLtciligen
Menschenlicbo mil derl gonzcn linsolz soiner Krolt und ]lintonselzung
ollor oigenon lnloro*ion riich woihl.-lulius Dulo: wor es boachiodon,
dioso g'llgowollton l.ebonsziolc in oinom plclron Awmos zu verwlrk-
lichen, dos dos llprolrcus ludenlum Arnerikc geinen Nomon in
douerndsr segnen&r Erinnerung bewqlrren wird.

Eln Momont ldsst obor diosq Lpben von gonz baonderer Bedeu-
lung erscheinen. Der Abechlus dies lebem ltillt in aine Zsit, in der
dio loidgosdltigto G*chichl€ unseroi Voltes von loloalropholen Et-
actultorungon von nie dogewesenqr.ilrogweile erlullt isl und ein brellbr
Fliichtingsshom soiner zemprengten Gliedor in Amerikq neue Hein-
rtdtten sucht. lhnen mog in solchem Augenblick dos loben des Helm-
gegqngencn zur otnslon Mchnung dionon und ols leuchlendar Vorblld
aich orwcisen. luliug [)UKAS lorn vor longen lohrahnlon ou Deutrch-
lond noch Ameriko: Er hqt seine iiidishen Ltbereidote nicht der
ahrupelleon Jogd noch moteriellen Gtitem grcplert. er hot dch den
gonzen Roichlum on iiidirchen Leberuwerlen ungmhmdlerl zu erholton
verstonden. Mdnnor reines Schloges slrolen Ltige, wos orkirmlicher
Leichtsinn und ohnmcichtige Schwdche aich geme einredcn miichlen:
ols ob dor omeritqnische Boden zur vollen Entloltung dea lhorotreuen
iiidirchon Lebcns l,oino Mtiglichkeit g<ibo. De gowissenholte Verwlrt-
lichung dor Forderungon de g'lllichon ,udenlums s€ctlnot mlt dem
ontschlosenon Wtllon, der unbeugmcn Stdrle, dcr gaundcn Sele
ud dem wormen Hemen oiner ungebrchenen l0diachen PentnllchLetl,
der G'tt6 Thoro lpben bedeulel, do sio sich quch unter don lchwler-
igaten Verhtillnissen zu gichern veEt€hl. Doliir ist dc [8b€n dca Heim-
gogongenen der iibeneugende Beweis. Metu donn ie Lmn und muss
dq8 Godcichtnis einer golchen iiidilchon Pergtjnlichlelt slch ols Quelle
unendlichen Segona erweiaen.

DR. IOSEPH BRzuEN,
Robbi ol Cong. Adoth leahurun.

Tribute to a Sulzburg Jew in the United States
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Hugo Bloch

Hugo (Naftoli Herschel) Bloch was born in Sulzburg on

November 11, 1898 to Schlomo Bloch. His urrcle was the popular

baker, Berthold Bloch, cherished by lews and non-Iews as "Bloch

Biick," who was married to Ida Kahn, the daughrcr of Wilhelm
(Wdlfele) and Sophie Kahn, all natives of Sulzburg.

Hugo Bloch attended school in Sulzburg and later in Basel,

Geneva, Freiburg, Berlin and Bombay, India. He also served inthe
German army during the First S/orld War. To escape Nazi
persecution, he fled to India. He was fluent in nine languages and

by profession was a graphic designer, earning wide acclaim.

After the Second World War, Mr. Bloch returned to Germany

and settled in Munich, yet he always retained his love for and

devotion to Sulzburg. More than any other individual, Hugo Bloch
was responsible for the revitalization of Jewish interests in
Sulzburg.

For fifteen years, this writer maintained a mutual

correspondence, including extensive phone calls, with Hugo Bloch,
attempting to encourage and assist him whenever possible in his

efforts to realize his goals. Mr. Bloch even requested this writer to
provide him with a Hebrew text for his own gravestone

Mr. Bloch initiated the Hugo-Anna Bloch Stiftung, a foundation

for the Wiederbelebung der ltidischen Gemeinde Sulzburgs @evival
of the Jewish Community of Sulzburg).

Among the accomplishments of this foundation was the

establishment (with the assistance of [ldwig Kahn) of a Mahnmal
(Large Monument) at the Jewish cemetery in Sulzburg, listing the

names of the murdered Jews.

Mr. Bloch designed and insta[ed a new entrance gate to the

cemetery.
He worked unceasingly for the reclamation of the shul property,

fighting individuals who conceded its sanctity but wished to rebuild
it as a museum instead of restoring its ersnrhile appearance.

A major goal of the foundation was to- record the history of
Sulzburg for posterity, with special emphasis on the immense and
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varied contributions of the Jews.

Inhis eighty-two years, Hugo Bloch saw many ideas, ideologies

and institutions come and go. Yet, in his own words, "What
remains in our hands is the eternal legacy of the Torah. "

Hugo Bloch passed away on.October 24, t980 and was buried,

according to his wishes, in the Jewish cemetery of his beloved

Sulzburg....
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nPray for
the welfare of the government"

(Ethics of the Fathers 3:2)
"Be first to greet every man"

(Brochos l7a)

CHAPTER 13
THE RELATIONSHIP OF JEWS AND

NON.JEWS IN SIJLZBURG

n!*D )g ;rplp1 *p{rn':,1

tr'I$ )* ot)rg pPr'17P

I n the half millennium since the first settlement of Jews until
their tragic end at Auschwitz, there were more bright sides
than dark ones in the relationships of Sulzburg's Jews and non-

Jews.

Most available documents speak of the peaceful co-existence of
the entire population.

The influence of Markgraf Ernst of Baden around 1540 created
a mood of tolerance among varying factions of the population.

The unfriendly and even grim attitude of Markgraf Georg
Friedrich of Baden, who supported the expulsion of the Jews in
1600, admittedly had an adverse affect. Ultimately, however, the
Edict of Tolerance, issued by Kaiser Joseph II in 1781, as well as
the liberal views of Grossherzog (Duke) Karl of Baden in 1807,
gained the upper hand, and the Jews enjoyed a period of harmony
and tranquility. t

Moreover, in censorship of Jewish books, the province of Baden
to which Sulzburg belonged exhibited exceptional tolerance; other
provinces would frequently confiscate expensive, sometimes
priceless and irreplaceable Hebraica and Judaica for "examination"
of their attitude toward non-Jewish religions and often burn them in
public. In Baden, however, the Jewish books were spared.

Throughout Jewish history, the treatment accorded Jewish books
was often a barometer for the treatment of the Jews in general. If
the Talmud was respected, so was the Jew.

The Jews in Sulzburg generally got along well with their non-
Jewish neighbors. They participated in political life and had their
own representatives in the city council. They also participated
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actively in the local volunteer fire brigade and in the national
military.

ln 1727, for example, Sulzburg Jews donated 5ll2 Gulden, a
considerable sum in those days, to the government on the occasion
of the wedding of the crown prince. In 1799 and again in 1g20,
Sulzburg Jews made a substantial war cost contribution to the
government. Thus, the Jews were an integral part of the population,
working for the best interests of their city and their country.

During the German-French war of 1870 and during the First
World War, 1914-1918, Jews fought side by side with their non-
Jewish countrymen and were prepared to sacrifice their very lives.
Indeed, several Sulzburg Jews were wounded or killed in action.

occasionally, the christian citizens complained that the Jews
made too much noise with their activities on Sundays. Jokingly, the
Jews would reply that, instead, they were absolutely quiet on
Saturday!

The non-Jews knew by themselves to heat the Jews' aparfinents
or provide other services on Sanrrday. In turn, the non-Jews
enjoyed the mazos (unleavened flat cakes) that they received pesach
tirpe, as well as other gratuities.

The cordial relationship continued until the Nazis gained power
and unleashed their anti-semitic propaganda machine, inciting the
population against the Jews. Even then, the sulzburg Jews generally
did not detect a visible hostility, despite the signs appearing in
public places: Juden unerwilnschr (Jews are not wanted).

When the pogrom of wanton vandalism of the synagogue,
Jewish houses and the Jewish cemetery began on November 10,
1938, it was believed the main perpetrators were mostly from out
of town.
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The Jewish Representatives in the Sutzburg City Council

1876-1888
1888-1904
1904-1906
t90,-19Lg
L9L9-1922
1922-1926
1926-1932

Abratram Hirch Dreyfuss
Moritz Dukas
Josef Kahn
Isak Rieser
hopold Jeremias and Max Weil
kopold Jeremias and Gustav Bloch
kopold Jeremias

Ihe Participation of Sulzburg
Jews in World War I

During the First World War, the seventeen able bodied young
Jewish men of Sulzburg participated in Germany's struggle against
France. Three, Max Bloch, fuHus Kahn and Hermann Kahn, were
killed in action and three others were wounded.

Upon the termination of hostilities, the crty of Sulzburg
published an honor roll. Six Jewish soldiers received decorations
for their heroism.

The following either gave their lives or received honorable
decorations or discharges:

Honorable C'ftadons of Sulzburg Je*r n&o Fought ln World Wer l-l9l{-19ft
Itamo Drtc ol Birth Rao& Dscorrtion lnirior u f*rlths
1. Bhch. BenlrcU 7tu18t5 Landrtummaor

2. Bhclu 0rril 1491876 llneleldwohd Eisornes Kreur

Brdische Uedienrtmedaillc

3. Bloclu Hemaon 1127n872 Lendstmmiln

4. Bhch, llrr rz7tr896 Gefrsiter Kilrd in Actio
9126'rSr6

5.0ular, &rtMd r 1lt611880 Iandsturnmann lower arm, trypor tligh

6.Oulas, Hemam zr6[880 Landstummann

7.Outas, tiimoo 8'r8'r884

8. l(ahr, teo r,3n884 Iedstummeflr Eisernes Xreuz gensral infuries

9. Kalm, Hemam rcflod in Actho lgtg
10. Kalm, &mrd 42511882 Ers. Rctuvirt Eirernes l(reuz

Badischo Vsrdionstmodats

$lintor in hcrd & thidr
gas poiront4

I 1. (ahn, Leopdd Ur0t1875 Iandstummann Badische Vedienrtmedaillo

12. lleil. leo 1'20'r870 Mustetiar Ehrenkeu
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In addition, the following served with distinction:

Name

1. Bloch, Hugo
2. Bloch, Julius
3. Bloch, Max

Isaac Bloch
Max Bloch
Hermann Kahn
Julius Kahn

Date of Birttl
11/11/1898
Lu23nmo
1897

Rank

Ftisilier
Musketier
Landsturmmann

Sulzburg Jews who Gave their Lives Fighting for Germany

The following Jewish soldiers who lost their lives are listed on
a Sulzburg monument to those killed in action.

Name Year of Death

1871

1916
1919
t920



222 ISULZBTJRG

'Yrrrl

fj'U'R-

SdnM
91o61Elw

g*onru3lriatq 7.'tz,1lb

*srbDsB547grivt';finilolerlsab
il,1,frr/d4rcix$igt+4ezls

TtWq*tte
3oF&rdo, 6rrr.$t.42, obgcrurit 4ng.'lt, &frdbr

lAAwa*Ug*,tahtatur&.6q6b
d:uru*'rf i<6cc$l5' drga6t qs5nr. fgrrrntc, gefsrfBs
!d6' eqfFf3uf ai 2{.*fwrowt a2tl 

----

9etiqLbegetuwv
\1..rrgltat.

{harfeinalLeffiErfltnt,

.*

,

i

i

i

Honor Scroll for Max Bloch, who was killed in action
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Jewish Participation in the Sulzburg Volunteer
Fire Brigade

The percentage of Jewish representation in Sulzburg's volunteer
fire brigade was far greater than the percentage of Jews in the
general population. Jews participated actively in all of the brigade,s
functions, preventing and extinguishing fires and extending other
emergency aid.

until 1933, Jews always took part in the administration of the
brigade, in addition to actually fighting fires.

The following is a chronological overview of the Jewish
participation:

1829
1849
t86/.

1891

1903

t912
L9t9

t93r

t933

Thirty-seven Jews in the corps
Fifty-six Jews
Of six administrative officials, three were Jews:
A. Dreyfuss, Gustav Weil and D. Marx.
samuel Bloch, Jonas Dukas and G. Heilbrunner elected to
the administration
Moses Bloch honored on the occasion of twenty-five years
of service
J. Rieser elected treasurer
Daniel Bloch elected controller
Herman Dukas elected controller
On August 11, Henri Weil received a citation for forty years
of membership.
In June, the three remaining Jewish officials of the fire
brigade "asked to be relieved of their duties.', Max Bloch,
Hermann Dukas and Henri Weil ,,resigned. "
In November, Henri Weil received a gold medal for long
and distinguished service.
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CHAPTER 14

THE CEMETERY

'And (Abraham) spoke...

'I will give the money

for the field...and
I shall bury my dead'"

(Gen.23:13)

/8,11?N/ r3lll
...illgil m? EDI
T'D nS nlli?Sl

A nd it came to pass, when our Matriarch Sarah passed away,

A and Avrohom Ovinu (our Pariarch Abratram) had to
I I negotiate a burial site for her, he acquired a cave at
Chevron (Hebron) for 400 silver shekolim (coins).

Since that event, some 3,944 years ago, wherever Jews settled,

they usually acquired an appropriate piece of land so that they could

bury their dead with dignity.
The very first Jewish cemetery in the upper lands of Breisgau

was established in 1546 in Sulzburg.
The cemetery is at 110 Badstrasse on the outskirts of town. It

is surrounded by two walls, the older, left wall measuring about 21

meters (65 fee$ and the right, more recent wall, about 17 meters
(52 feet). The cemetery is beautifully sinrated on a hill, reaching an

elevation of some 40 meters (120 feet), accessible by a stairway. As
early as 1663, the number of graves was estimated to be 150.

The cemetery's official designation in Sulzburg's title register
is Sptihlerische Maffe and the dimensions are given as 96 sm.

ln 1664, a standard tax was legislated for each grave dug for a

average aged Jew, while a younger person's grave was one half the
price and a foreigner's double. The Sulzburg cemetery was used by
many neighboring communities which had no burial grounds of
their own. Even the large cities of Ixirrach, Miillheim and Freiburg

availed themselves of the Sulzburg cemetery until they were able to
acquire their own grounds.

ln L717 , Sulzburg Jews had the unusual and distinct honor of a
personal visit of Markgraf Karl Wilhelm who also visited the

cemetery.
lt 1720, a chapel for services and eulogies was built at the
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Gate door at the Sulzburg cemetery, prwided by Hugo Bloch
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entrance to the cemetery.
On February 28, 1754, the government requested the rabbi,

Isaak Kahn, to report every funeral, stating the age of the deceased
so that the proper tax could be levied.

Many tombstones at the cemetery are carved with raised hands,

signifying the blessing hands of the Kohanim (Priests) from whom
the Kahn Family, so ntrmerous among Sulzburg's residents, were
descended.

Other monuments show a water pitcher, symbolizing the
Levi'im (lrvites) whose duties included ritual washing. Then there
is one outstanding mazevoh (gravestone) upon which a book is
engraved, the symbol of scholarship. This stone was erected on the
grave of the last rabbi of Sulzburg, Rabbi Emanuel Dreyfuss. With
him in Sulzburg's cemetery are interred four other rabbis: Rabbi
David Kahn, Rabbi Isaak Kahn, Rabbi Abraham Weil and Rabbi
Moses Wurmser.

The last funeral before the war was held for Betty Bloch (n6e

Rosenbaum) on January 18, 1938. After the war, in November
1980, the remains of Naftoli Herschel ben Schlomo (Hugo) Bloch
were buried in Sulzburg in accordance with his last will and
testament.

On November 10, 1938, the notorious Kristallnacht, many
tombstones were overturned and damaged.

In 1970, upon the initiative of Hugo Bloch, a monument for
those who perished at the hands of the Nazis was erected in the
cemetery of Sulzburg. The stone lists the names and the dates of
birth and death of those who were murdered for the sole reason that
they were Jews, J"r;.

On April 25, 1979, a new door was installed at the entrance to
the cemetery, also upon the initiative and at the expense of Hugo
Bloch.

Appendix A lists2l the some 200 gravestones in the cemetery,
dating from 1873 to 1938.

2t Courtesy of Mr. David Blum, Queens, New York
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Chapel at the cemetery
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stone erected at the cemetery in sulzburg in memory of the Jewish victims of the

Nazis.
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'After having withered
I was revitalized"

(Gen. 18:12)
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ililI t;rDn Dh \nN

CHAPTER 15

EPILOGTJE

abbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, spiritual leader of the religious
community of Frankfurt a/M, spearheaded the renaissiurce
of Orthodox ludaism in Germany in his time. In one of his

many essays he states, nThe Jew's catechism is his calerdar.,
Significanfly, Judaism regulates its holidays according to a luni-

solar systefr, h contrast to the civil calendar, which follows the
cycle of the sun only. Thus, the Jewish holidays are determined in
accordance with the appearance of the new moon. And the Jewish
nation has been compared to ttre moon: Just as the moon
periodically wilKes and wanes, so too the Jewish people. The moon
may appear full and luminous in the sky; it may disappear
completely; yet it is always there.

In its long history, the Jewish nation has er{oyed its golden,
shining periods, brilliantly radiating its gorgeous light...and then its
flame is threatened by the deluges of foreign storms...yet it
perseveres, starting its journey to fame and glory anew....

In this context we may view the rebuilding of the Sulzburg
synagogue.

The s@ret of the Jewish people gives it potential for
rejuvenation even after an almost complete downfall. we are like
a tree whose leaves have been blown away by the strong winds of
autumn. Although it appears dead in the winter, it is reborn in the
spring with its buds ready to blossom to their fullest beauty.

And what is this secret? Not a tangible commodity but rather a
metaphysical phenomenon. Many philosophers and researchers have
concluded that a sublime entity must determine the destiny of the
Jewish people...and ttrat Entity is none other than the Almighty,
who causes us through His Toratr, which regulates our lives from
cradle to grave, to survive exiles and inquisitions, Autos Da F6 and
Kreuaiige (crusades) and even gas chambers until the end of days,
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whenHe will send the tnre redeemer from the House of David who
will deliver us from all suffering. May he come soon and speedily
in our days.
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Synagogue rebuilt
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A Prayer

Opening verses of the prayer composed, perlwps by Rashi, in memory of the

communities along the Rhine River destroyed during the First Crusade in 1096.

This prayer, Av Horachamim, is still recited today in many congregatiotts before

the Mussaf (Additiorwl) Service on Shabbos and hc'lidays.

E'"ip[il,DrDI!U rtpD] N':1il ErD!3Uil TnE'U,EtrDllD ptU_,E'Dnu lN

,ET}2)DFIIJ trTlIP?,]J

,Dr{r;-'r nrpli? )y orPpl 'trPDu ID-I.i7;r nrb;:li?

nrrlNDr ,tbP Er"tqlD .:tlJD) N) trDtDl:l ,EiIlD? E'D)lD,ll Erlilslil
...E.}:ty F?nl EIiiT I'l$ ntt tt,'llll

"Father of mercy, Who dwells on high, in His powerful mercy,

may He remember with mercy the saintly, the righteous and the
perfect,
the holy cotnmunities which sacrift.ced their lives for
the sanctification of Hk Name.
They were beloved and pleasant in their lives, and in their death

were not parted ffrom Him]. They were swifter than eagles and

stronger than lions to do the will of their Maher and the wish of
their Creator...tt
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APPENDIX A

MONI.]MENTS AT THE
JEWISH CEMETERY OF ST.'LZBIJRG

Nrme
Hanm, wife of Moses

Mingele, wifc of Abraham
Aron Abraham
Elle Abraham
Maier Abraham
Babauc Bloch t$e l.artg

B& Bloch

Basdia Bloch n& Zivi
Beile Bloch, widow of Josef

Bertha Bloch
Bertha Bloch
Berthold Bloch
Bety Bloch tfc Rosenbaum

Daniel Bloch

David Bloch
David Bloch
David Bloch, W.S.
Eve Bloch
Fanny Bloch n& Dreifuss
Fanny Bloch
Feye Bloch

Flora Bloch, daughrcr of Wolf Bloch

Frieda Bloch
Herman Bloch
Isaak Bdr Bloch
Jeanettc Bloch
Iosef Bloch
Josef Bloch, L.S.
Judith Bloch

Karoline Bloch of Kirchen

Karoline Bloch
Mair Bloch, $fwe.
Marx Bloch
Marx Bloch Alworsteher
Mayer Bloch

Mina Bloch of Gailingen
Moscs Bloch
Mose,s Bloch
Moses Bloch, M.S.
Nanctte Bloch
Rachel Bloch (Weil)

Rafael Bloch

Rebek{ra Bloch n6e Bloch

Rosalie Bloch n6e Kahn

74

9l

63
58

63

E2

EE

22
39

64

79
22

'10
55

68

85

57

a
75

72
76

47

483

E3

5l
79

72
90

32

26

8l
8l

Ycor
lt83
r883
l9l5
1874
1906

lE95
lE74
lE73
l9l5
1893
tgTt
1933

l93E
lE85
lE9l
lE99
t9t7
1891

1879

1899

ftn
1904

twl
ty27
lE9l
1885

r883
tv23
tEy)
1874

lEEO

l9(D
t8y2
l87s
1875

n'n
1879

1882

rv29
tv26
1878

t879
1931

1908

Ihc olhncrel
Novcmbcr 25

October 2
Novembcr 3

Decmbcr 27

May 9

June 6

March 20
April 3

Ianuary 18

April 3

Novembcr 29

February 23

Novembcr 2l
February

Scprcmber

October 27
Docember l0

April 4
November 2

February 2

June I

Fcbruary 2

February ll
Novembcr 16

May
January l8

June 4

January

June 29
May 2

January l0

August
August 22

June 23



R&bi ,rkd Kahn l64Gl2

(frdEr of Sulzlwg Rabbi David Kahn)

onr 15r hr r,xP :iy \ $ :rn
n:rD :.) rED! rrbnrDubxxn 7"7 xm'nr

DNEEE fo:J',E) r5n

Rabbi David Kahn l6?G1744

Retbi of Sdzbug
:rr:lbn ihx 5'r pp rn \ ).1 :rn

rln ffo .lEo:
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Rabbi Ist Kahn l7lGl79
Rabbi of Sulzbug

:rrail]l'r5N )rr pnq: ;m} t !'r :'rn
r5?h mufl oNt :'t9'1E l

Ratbi Elier Lipmm (la) Kahn
l&42-lYJ6 of Sulzbug

Rabbi of Wiobaden
5'n pnp INDD+ rD+N t '),'i :r,
)h tDDt l9']N:ryrl i7'i? r5N tll:lrtm,

IyrNu,'lu l,,or ri1nl'lrn

Rabbi tchda (kib kopold) Kahn

175Gr836
Assistanl Rsbbi, T@her & Scribe

in Sulzburg
rDbr f5rn )'rr p1.l pt7 nrn' :rir

r'3ih rrN ll rDr::ru3hTi7'?

Rcb Meir (Mmm) Kahn lt0GltTl
Proident of Sulzburg Jcwish Community
5n7n m: )r 1n9 )xrn r'f rwi \

r'Yfi l5D) :l rDDr r:ur}rr

rl
I
,

)
4.&

,.1;1",
'!

1

Grqvestones of outstanding men
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Rosalie Bloch rce Kahn

Rose Bloch

Ross Bloch n6e Bikart
Salomon Bloch
Salomon Bloch
Sara Bloch n6e Dukas

Seligmann Bloch
Simon Bloch
Wolf Bloch
\ilolf Bloch

Wolf Bloch
Wolf Bloch
Josef Bloch-Dreyfu s (Freiburg)
Jakob Braunschweig
Bena Bruchsaler, widow
Josef Bruchsaler, teacher

Mendel Dreyfuss, Rabbircr
Annie Dukas, wife of Herman

Berttra Dukas nde Epstein

Berthold Dukas
Helene Dukas
Hirschel Dukas
Jorus Dukas

Moritz Dukas

Thekla Dukas, wife ofJonas

Leopold Greif
Isidor Heilbruner
Rosa Heilbruner
Bab. Hirschel, widow
Berra Hirschel (Freiburg)
Berta Hirschel
Ferdimd Hirschel (Freiburg)

Hirschel Hirschel (Freiburg)

Ieanette Hirschel
Josef Hirschel
Lipmann Hirschel
Tilla Hirschel
Adolf Jcremias

Friederike leremias n6e Rieser

Judas leremias
Abraham Kahn
Beile Kahn
Beile Kahn nde Felsenberg

Bertha Kahn
Bezalel (Salomon) Kahn
Bredel Kahn

Celine Kahn nde Picard

Elise Kahn
Emilie Kahn
Flora Kahn
Hanna Kahn n6e Greilsheimer
Helene Kahn

70

23

67

68

u
8l
78

E3

76
8l
69

72

60

33

5l
52

52

66

76

75

55
7E

65

60

60

7t

37

58

69
48

80

Irtrc26
December 5

Septembcr 23
December 16

October 13

January 12

June 25

Novembcr 20

August ll
March 15

December 2
leruary 2

February lE
August 5

June 15

January 26

March 6

September 9
March 4

December 6
March l7

February I I
February 6

lpril24
September 4
October 23

June l2
March 24

December

April 25

March 28

Dccember 8

March 14

June 12

February 2

December 14

furil 2
January

November 16

October I
March

February 23

January 15

February 7

September 28

l9l0
IEE9

1880

1888

1935

l9t2
l8?5
l9l5
IETE

tw2
1905

tw
t925
l8E3
l93l
19l I
IEES

tng
1908

1932
1890
1885

t902
l9l3
IEE4

1936

t9t7
1905
1923
tv29
1934
,92A
1905

ISEE

t9l6
189,6

1884

tv24
l9l6
r875
1880

1886

1873

tn:z
ty23
1875

lE85
IW
ly2t
ry26
1878

l89s

70

58
72

7t

77

62

u
79

6 February 5
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Hermann ludas Kahn (Hirschel)
Herz Kahn
Hina Kahn
Isaak Kahn
Isaak Kahn
Jakob Kahn
Jakob IGhn
Jakob Kahn, baker

Iakob Kahn, D.S.
Jearrctte Kahn
Josef Kahn, J.S.
Jsakina Kahn
Judith Kahn
Julius Kahn
Iropold Kahn, husband ofJutie
I-eopold Kahn
laise Kahn n6e Dreifuss
Magdalerr Kahn
Marie Kahn, wife of Josef
Mathilde Kahn n& Weil
Meier Kahn
Miriam (Marie) Kahn n6e Wormser
Regina Kahn n6e Meyer
Rosa Kahn
Samuel Kahn
Sophie Kahn
Wilhelm Kahn
Marie Kahn-Meier
David Koppel
Karl l:hmann
Adele Levy n6e lVeidenreich
Albert L,evy

David Levy, Mehger
Emanuel Levy
Hanna l.evy
Isidor Lcvy
Jamanuel l,evy
Ieanetrc lrvy nde Kahn
Mannes kvy
Salomon lrvy
Salomon Levy
Scheva kvy
Sophie Lrvy n€e Epstein
Sophie kvy n6e Bargheirner
Friedn. Maier nee Rosenberger
Daniel Marx
Heinrich Marx
Helene Marx
Kele Marx n6e Pollack
Michael Marx
Frau Riene Marx n& Bloch
Betty Mayer

62

80

77

65

50

74

38

73

7E

79

52

74

4t

68
82

9l
58

76

30

72

73

76
72

73

73

70
78
77

60

35

80

63
76
67

30 hours

August ll
February

December 25
Iuly 5

lamary 24.

February 2l
October 15

Scptembcr 15

hnlc29
March 13

August ll
February I
December 3
Much27

December 13

Ianuary 6
Ianuary l8
April 15

March26
September 15

April 7

Ianuary 13

January 9
February 8

Septcmber 23
Iurc 3

December 18

Sepember 18

lanuary 2
February 2l
January I
January

June I
January I

December E

January

September
December 24

April 15

September l0
June 26

November 19

March 30
December 30

May 6
January 2l
March 5

1903

l88l
l8m
1900
1901

t8v2
1908

l913
1908
1895

1898

tv20
l90s
t9t7
l90E
1885

1883
l9l0
r890
1932

l9l6
1885

1882
t9t7
tv28
t929
tqu
lE76

1894

19l l
1886

l9l4
1885

l9l I
t9t4
l9t6
l8?3
1880

t9l6
1878

rcn
19l r

l9l3
1890

1930

1893

1876
ty28
1930

l9l5

88
8t
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Grqvestone of Bezalel Kahn, this writer's grandfather, with the Kohen's blessing

hands

.l .D
.,ltDr.t 

i2r.t3 IDDN

ErPhN N'r"'l

't.,nlytrl FDn;'r

J;D;r iTnyr l"f bNby: "r
'1"0'ln'1";'I ']uDl

.n.t.y.l.n

Here lies buried
azaddik (pious) and righteous and

G-d fearing man who desires (to perform)
His mizvos (commandments)

passed away Hoshanoh Rabboh 5684 (1923)
May his soul be bound in the bond of eternal life
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Flora Mayer
Lcopold Maycr
Friederike Meier n& Pollack
Jakob Meier
Rufen Moses
Alfred Ottcnheimer
Reiz
Abraham Rieser
Alben Rieser
Hermine Rieser n6e Munzcsheimer
Isaak Rieser
Karoline Rieser
Marx Rieser
Marx Rieser
Salomon Rieser
Samuel Ricser
Sara Rieser
Thekla Rieser n6e Hanauer
Marie Ruf
Moses Ruf
Pauline Ruf
Rachel Rufen
August Wolf Schuler n6e Gunzenhausen

Abraham Weil, E.S.

Adolf Weil
Babett Weil n6e Bloch
Basilia Weil
Dina l\feil n6e Felsenberg
Elias Weil
Fanny Weil n& Felsenstein

Fradel Weil n& Picard

Gital \Yeil n6e Dreifuss

Gustav Weil, Jung

Henry Weil
Hirschel Weil
Jakob Weil
Jctte Weil n6e Mayer
Iosua Weil
Iulius Weil
Kallmann Weil
Karoline Weil n& Hirschel
I*opold Weil
Magdalene Weil n6e Marx
Marie Weil
Marie Weil nee Kahn
Max Weil
Regine Weil n6e Gtnzburger
Salomon Weil
Sara \ileil n6e Geismar
Sara Weil n& Ris

8l
y2

86

70
7l
5l
37

63

March 4

June

December 9

March 26
March l0

March
August 17

Iuly 16

November
April 4

larwary Tl
October 13

July 7

February 18

Iune 18

October 2
January 2

March 9

Iune
December

June l0

February 6

Jaavxy 22

Decembcr 27

October 31

Scprcmber l0
June

January

December

January 29
December

April 19

June 2

May 9
April

February 20

August 15

April 23

hours4
62

63

70

53

64

l3
48

5l
56

35
80

57

4t

55

22

28
65

'94

l9l6
t874
1876

1885

t874
1935
l89l
1876
1882

1900

tns
1875

1880
1919

1889

r893
lE9l
tyzt
l8E9
1896

1894
1875

IEE5

1879

l88l
1884

1878

t892
1920
1893

1878

l9l6
1936

1875

1880
1880

1879

1925

1873

l90l
1905

1876

1907

l88l
1928

1900

l9l5
1878
1895

94

60
59

6
56
13

59

58

6l
79
74

;1.1.y.:.n
February 27



2& ISWZBURG

APPENDIX B

B(X)KS THAT MENTION SI.JLZBI,'RG
AT{D/OR ITS RABBIS

Printd In conncdhn dhRrbbl
Yerr Plrce

Eo

E
0

Nrmof
hbllcetion

Author
I
0I
tT
5

Et
a
I
A

EE
I
I
E

E

x
I

,
Et
.ts

!

t
Ei

tIE
o
O

c

v
j

r5q) Cracow 3 Shcaris Joscf Rabb. Jorph
Kahn

II I

1725 Frankfurt 4 klichos ZdmcnAptcrod H x

1769 Karlsruhe 20 Scdcr Hadoros Rabb. Ycchicl
Hcilperin

H x

r774 Livorno 7 ShcmHagedolim R. Chaim r.D.
Azulay

H x

1775 Sulzbach 3 Aiddushci
Maharal Miprag

R. Jehudobcn
Bezelel

H x

1782 Fiirth 7 Kolh H x

1788 Grodno 2 Ttra Jakob
Tchilim

Rabb. Jekob
Kahn

H x x

t795 Karlsruhe ) Toras Ncsancl Rabb. Nathaniel
Wcil

H x

r800 Nowidwar 2 Zcra.lakob
Kohcles

Rebb. Iekob
I(ahn

H x x

l80r Nowidwar 3 Zera Jakob Shir
Hashirim

Rebb. Jakob
Kahn

H x

1802 Vilna 2 Zcra lakab Rath Rabb. Jakob

Kahn
H x x

r803 Nowidwar 2 kra.lakob
Mishlci

Rabb. Iakob
Kahn

H x x

t804 Grodno 3 Ttra Jakob Echoh Rabb. Iakob
Kahn

H x I

1804 Vilna 3 Zcra Jakob.lonah Rabb. Jakob

IOhn
H x x

1839 Karlsruhe Toras Slubbos R,ebb. Iekob
Weil

H x

l85l Fradfirrt Orach Cluim Rebb. Chsim
Michel

H x

r858 Miilheuscn 3 Oraci lltyshorim Rebb. Emanucl
Dreyfuss

H x

18@

r938

Mainz Dcr Israelit Rrbb. Mercus
Irhmsnn

G I x I

IIIIIItIII
ll

TIIII
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Hrtcd In connecfion rfth Rrbbi
Ycer Plece

Ee
o

Name ol
hrbllcetion

Author
t
oo
au
5

E
P

A

c

v
=
6

€
I

E,
.E

a

5

'd

&
3
E
E
o

Y
J

r868 Fiiflh Lirwd Oruch Rabb. Srlomon
Bamberger

H x x

x x x1872 Vienna Reformbeschlissc Rabb. Salomon
Spitzcr

G

t874 Lemberg Ir Hazcdek Jcchiel Zunz H x

1875 Vilna Ha*anul Ncchemia Briill H x

1878 Hamburg Canlogue of the

Hcbrat Muas.
Morie
Steinschneider

G x

2 Bibliographisches
Iaikon

G x x x188 1 Vienna Chaim David
Lippe

1884 Frankfurt 2 Fran$urrer
Rabbinen

Rabb. Markus
Hoiowitz

G x

1885

t925

Berlin 22 Jahrbuch der
Dcwsch-
Ismelitischen
Gcmcinden

G x x x

Er886 Oxford Catalogue of the
Hebrew Manus.

Adolf Ncubauer x

1890 Trier Rabb. Joir Ch.

Bacharach

David Ikuftnann G x

1890 Trcves luden in Freiburg Adolf l*win G x

l89l l*ipzig Kiryas Sefer William Zeitlin H x x

r 893 Petersburg Koheles Moshe
Friedlandiana

Samuel Wiener H x

Wiesbaden Ztr Geschichte
derahisr. Gem

Rabb. Lipmann
Kahn

G x1895

1898 Frankfun

^lM

Beitrdge Ztr
Gcsch der Juden
h Dcwschland

Rabb. kopold
Ltiwenstein

G x x x

1899 R6'delheim Hebraisch-
deutsche

ks$cbel

Iosef Bruchsaler H

Thc Jcwish
hqcbpedia

E x x It902 New York

1905 Wandsbek Ztr Geschichte
dcr R inWin.

Hcrz Bamberger G x

G x1909 Karlsruhe Geschichte der
badischen Juden

Adolf Lrwin x x x

ty22 Frankfurt

^lM

I Gesarurche
Schifien

Rabb. Samson

R. Hirsch
G x

ill
III
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kinted I
o

!
t!

Name of
Publicetion

Author
t
o{
GaEE
s

In conneclion with R$bi
Year Plrce

Ea
a
E
6

a

l.
p
6

cE
!a

'5

'Ee
s

2Gx
A
Ei

3c
lo
0

c

v
j

1923 Berlin Index
Approbationum

Rabb. Lcopold
[.6wenstcin

G x

t925 Czemowitz .liidische National
Biographie

Salomon

Wininger
G x

1927 Biihl Heinatsgeschichte
d. bad. Juden

Berthold
Rosenthal

G x I I x

tc29 Berlin Encyclopedia
Judaica

G x

1934 Frankfun
aA,I

Gcdedbuch zum
125. Bestchen

Oberrat der bad.
Juden

G x

1936 Bilgoray 2 Minchas Nesanel Rabb. Natraniel
Weil

H x x

1957 New York Weil - DeVeil Ernest Weil E x

1959 Karlsruhe Mineilungsblatt Oberrat der
Israeliten

G x x

1963 Miillheim Die Familie Kahn
aus Suwurg

Ludwig David
Kahn

G x x x

t964 Jerusalem 2 The Bamberger

Family
Shaul Esh H

E
x

t9@ New York Union Catalog of
Hebr. Manuscr.

Aron Freiniann E x

1964 London Chachmei

Aschkenaz
Hermann

Schwab

E x

1967 Haifa Ozar Hagedolim
Alufei Yakov

Rabb. Jacob

Hakohen

H x

1969 Mtillheim Die Geschichte
der J. in Sulzburg

Ludwig David
Kahn

G x x x x x

1975 Bnei Brak Ozar Horabonim Rabb. Noson

Friedman

H x

1977 New York Zchron Kedoshim Bczalel Kahn H x x x x x
t l,anguage Abbreviations: E=English; F=French; G=German; H=Hebrew
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APPENDIX C

OFFICIAL TITLE REGISTER OF PROPERTIES
OWNED BY SI,JLZBI.JRG JEWS

WHO WERE EXPELLED

GruIDuotlrS : sullDurt.atr.Dllac 0.lt

'g.ik

I

uL! dar,ofuilbcllar.

(hurlo4 8ulzbu.l. jr. ,,u

I. 3.31D.1,

U.rrd.tt.t r.
. .Ir rr.l.t0oll8.t.I9h[-{u

lruo eul lrt.b.Ilil -uJl?

trt rho lrubo rlt ibtrttt

kb.!Ir. 159: : rr lO 'qr

.1 * 8,1,!.

5rr24qr
luf drr

e. cir r:oiatlollgo
lohrllu trt rir
t lt ur( u dlcu rh
urd dor Sotlrr euf I6L.

b. oir clrt0o&l3t &lrro
lat.lt. lr8

'lre , 1, t1,..r- , ^. --

Sulzlrul. urgoricrcrcr Judcr il'7

, r::o.:.-:. i _ .r!;Jf,!

I.Er.rdrlruu ir Sulzburg.

I Bdlrrhrll,rr. rit dl tohr-
lr ilrr lobrhrur

iir Sotopf rlt teaotlllob er-

ll!:Jrr'92$Sofr. Grrerr 0rtrttrr. .. ,' t,"!.'

DL.rt. rit d.!
6cbrut.

ruf kl.E. ll7 zrurur-

L. rlrc clut0otle. t ,iabt' SllLlurj,rit du tolrhtruc ruf
Iel.Ir. UZ ud d.r ruf lfb.llr. IJ.{ rrurangcbeut.
(1905) ote rordrortllo! u ugcbrutor Sobopf rit Strllug.

2 ,.1

2 it

r Crrrrr Ortccttor.
stcher:

btct I(cIIor. lr drc
rit 9olrrziur

rrgrbrut, lit dcr Sobopfc
160 rurerrcag.Lrut.

StdbC.r{t dcr.Sc.hcucr ruf

I
,

III.
IgL-.{r. ,12: 4 u B0 q1

. e.rr 0B or

lJ er 8{, qr
.! .

I

r' Ccrrnr Solrlossbcrg.

-U,

-. l'-

a.l.rl .rl trl{rrltrrgrr.

tr

t,
l+'i

t6l{..lerre.!. li.'
rt !.9d.
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trl'
&r ,.{

1

aal.rDlr.tlalarla: l. O.tl.

-1:

9, sr rIl

5 67,

26 t58 Eofrrtto
E lll8r*.r

:l al
IF5 d

lnf dcr lbfnito rtobcl:
e, oh ilrrlrtooklSrr lohrhrur

dt I Brlhr&Ilrr,rlt
Iobrtruar ruf Grr&dsttlck
Xr. I57 zueurrgcbrut.lr

4.,
Iidungc

(q.nottrr*

ar.!
It rt

t( r* F t. lsH -.--,
Ot!t.

,dqt_Eo(m ito rtrbu:...
r.rh rolrtt oligfl.Iolrbrp

rlt 2 Bdbrblbrr,
ds rb cl..tllobitp SoLbr'
..,..dl.8tdlurr

Eolroho/ rlt Sohrci
. luglu "'r - r'" r "r '|n

'-!rr rt.-'ltr-

lofnltr
Ebnuf rtotarr'. ' "' ''

... alr zr.ittOollpr lohrbrPr
rii r uilhru.r,rtt
fohrllll:rCl Ia\Xt. U5'

dhror db Drob uerllut.
b' oho 'htttloul' 

solrrr
rlt gtdlrrr3 url
Eolrrotlgf' dt d.r

I-arf Iat.E.U,
t:,.1 r.lr,.. . rlrrl l^ llrra

JerSIqIEotroltr

F.rtnrh!,,.

\
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rntrrgc

g.ln

f lo

,l
l.

.-dfr lolrhrr lrt clu rit lltrttt ueil u rllorc cir
Eolrohofl dt erepLut.

L. rho olrrtQpkfuc Sobucr
IJ

ir

68r:5u82ql

t Stellurg,Sobopf urd

, (hrur lhtcrbrtll.

tciltcr f,rbcrgcrc irscht f t.

io

NL : &ufrur foil f,itrc .leror h
BuUt,rs

I

lu2lqf Gcreu 0rtscttcr.
lul dor Eofrci ctcht:

e. clr zrcictooklgca rit I Brlkor.lccllcr.
l. Iohrhrru rit Brlhcrtcllcr Ilubc, ztciat0ckig,

o. f,olra-ohopf,

d. lohrheru rlt fcrtattttc
c. EolzcohoDf.

Sohopf

{r 'r
(,,l'"

YIII. Eilcrt0rcr : foil Cars ,i(eufnrar ir Srrlzburg,
fcil Krufula ia Sulzburg , jo zu rit -

o lger

9 Igb.llr. 95: 5 er Jl qr HofrJitc,Crrur 0rts,ritor..
luf dor tlofroif stehcr:

e. cir zrciotOokipa fohunrJ rit eiren Belkonkcllor,rit doo
hrurc ruf tgb-Nr. 92 uad 96 zuseruergobeut.

b. circ circt0ckilc kschk.rrc* und l.leuii,
o. cito cirstiictigc Schcuer iit StUt*r-o. tra r! drs liohnlreus "o6i.bdutr1r .rlgtir.,,ii:^r llolzcclrurl..
Irrb.ttr. 516: ) er 76 qr ricsJ j,u oa^" *i.,arrrr, .Sulzbur11,rr

I
I

I

I
I

I

'iloLr-

I

I

I

I

Peld.

l.l.r! rr! grl{rrtlrrgrr lll{rrtbrrgrr.

l0



bl ' 'P

Orllr. !..
wrlnaGlrr

orrorlrrT

'hu. th.F
ah}. r- -d'

Flnr: Bclcrc

frtmtter 2 ll0

'1'*[rb

26 ISWZBURG

S.lt

gdr !.

II

t2 (tstrttcr 2 'lJl

Dal.rD..atl.ta.las t. !.tt.

u.ioer lbreter) "

Eg(rcitr

lllcrruf stchf, cil c

tr! tohrhrur rit 2 Brlbrb
lorr r.tt ilcr lobrirurc

107 urd ttorXr.
f,r. t09 zua.rDr8cbeut.

Biorbor ilic eb6rtciltc
ilcr Bofrcitr rit dcr drmuf
rtolrrrlcr Gcbrudr ruil ilcr
rnrtrr bcf irilllchcr IGfIcr
rbcr !lr. 90.

Eofroitr

Eirnuf rtcbt cir zro

rpr lohrheur dt I
/: der lrrrolitisobo

Jrrrclitirclrr Ficdhot il95

Sulzburt,dcr .14.

Drr

I

t,

l
f b(t

L' I i9r5

aohe Irttor

l%0.

i-
t- *

i

.l

;

1

I



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS I 247

tn'UN-]D t?l n'InN :tu
"Better is the end of a matter than its beginning" (Ecclesiastes 7:8)

"A song of thanksgiving' nlnf rtnlp
(Psalms 100:1)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I wish to express my deepest gratitude to the Al-mighty who
enabled me to bring this book to fruition.

I also extend my thanks to:
Mr. Hugo Bloch, may he rest in peace, a Landsmann (tellow

Sulzburger) and distant relative, who originated the idea for this
study.

Mr. & Mrs. Menashe and Marga Birnbaum, my brother-in-law
and sister, for their concern for my well being.

Mr. Mordechai (Max) Kahn, my first cousin, and his rate wife
Blanche, of blessed memory, who welcomed me into their
hospitable home upon my arrivar in the united States as a teenage
orphan.

Dr. veit wyler, my cousin, grandson of Rabbi Elieser Lipmann
Kahn of wiesbaden, for his generous financial assistance for this
project as well as tor my three previous publications.

My appreciation for technical assistance is directed to:
Mr. Yizchok Feldheim, for his expertise and valuabre

suggestions.

Rabbi Hershel shineweather for his meuculous proofreading
and talented review and to Mrs. yonina Shineweither for hei
professional editing. Their joint effort greatly enhanced the quality
of the manuscript.

Mrs. S. Stern, for typing the manuscript.
Mr. Y. Kornreich, for computerizing the work.
Mr. Siegmund Forst, for gracing the book jacket with his

beautiful art work.
Picture credit: Mr. Justin Meyer



28 ISUI",ZBI,'RG

"Last but not least..." ...lflBN ItrEN

My exceptional wife Miriam Kahnz, however, deserves my
most profound and heartfelt gratitude and praise. She is

continuously at my side in our joint endeavors in il"f (tttank G-d)

raising and guiding to marriage and uue Torah life in the spirit of
our forebears, our dear and beloved children:

Yehudo and Nechomo
Zvi and Gitty
Elieser and Malky
David and Chaya Sury
Yakov David and Frumet
Menachem and Chaya Yitty
Shie David and I-eah
Yisroel David and Rifky

May we merit to derive much rwches (spiritual satisfaction)
from them and from all of our adorable, lovely grandchildren, and

may they continue to uphold the legacy of our holy Torah.

22 Miriam Kahn is the daughter of the respected Mr. and Mrs. Sholom
Schenk and the grarrddaughter of Rabbi Zwi Schenk )"vt of Congregation
Talmud Tora in Vienna. She is a fourth generation direct descendant of the

illustrious Rabbi Gonlieb (Yedidja) Fischer (1810-1896) )'vt, rabbi of
Stuhlweissenburg (Hungary) and author of the scholarly work Delosaim

Uwiach (Double Doors and Bolt, Vienna, 1855). Rabbi Fischer was a star

pupil of the celebrated Rabbi Moses Sofer (the Chasam Sofer), is listed in
Shem Hagedolim (Rabbi P. Schwartz, Paks, 1913) and has fle teshuvos
printed in Maharam Schick as well as one n Chasarn Sofer. A lengthy
biography appean in the Toratr journal Tel Talpios (Hill of Splendor), and

he is also mentioned in The lewish Enqclopedia as well u rn Ozar

Horabonim. His picture and a short biographical sketch appear inTerrurus
Gedolim(Picture of the Great, Budapest, 1925), by AvigdorKatzburg.



GLOSSARY / 249

GLOSSARY

GLOSSARY OF HEBREW/YIDDISII TERMS

Achronim

Aseres Hadibros
Ashkenaz(ic)
Aveilim
Avrohom Ovinu
Bais Hamidrash
Bais Hamikdosh
Bar Mizvoh

Ben
Benshen
Chachmei Ashkenaz
Chalizos
Chasidei Ashkenaz
Chasidim
Cheder
Chevroh Kadishoh
Chochom
Chosid
Erev

Gaon
Gedolei Ashkenaz
Gemilus Chesed

Gittin
Hachnosas Kalloh

Halocho(h)(s)
Hoshanoh Rabboh

rabbinic authorities who flourished from the

sixteenth century to the Present
The Ten Commandments
Germany; of EuroPean extraction
mourners
our Patriarch Abraham
house of study and worshiP

Holy Temple in Jerusalem

a son of commandments; a Jewish boy's

thirteenth birthday whereupon he is obligated
to keep all Jewish laws

son

Grace After Meals

scholars who flourished in GermanY

exemptions from levirate marriage
pious ones of GermanY
pious ones

Jewish primary school

burial society
wise man
pious one

the day before the Sabbath or a Jewish

holiday
genius
great ones of GermanY

kindliness, such as charity and good deeds

bills of divorce
lit., bringing in the bride; providing financial

assistance to needY brides
Jewish law(s)
lit., the Great "Save Now!" the seventh day

of the Festival of Tabernacles
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Jehudim
Kabolas Hatorah
Kaboloh

Kesuboh
Kidush

Kittel(s)

Koh(enXanim)
Kohen Godol
Kosel
kvi('im)
Maariv
Maaser

Machsor(im)
Mazevoh
Mazo(h)(s)
Meforesh
Mesiras Nefesh
Mesivta
Mezuzo(h)(s)

Midrosh
Mikvoh
Minyan

Mishnoh
Mizrach
Mizvo(h)(s)
Moh(el)(alim)
Moshe Rabbeinu
Moshiach
Mussaf

Jews
the receiving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai
tradition; authorization for ritual animal
slaughter; study of esoteric traditions
marriage contract
sanctification prayer recited on Sabbath and
Jewish holidays
white robe(s) worn on high holidays and also
used as burial shrouds
priest(s)
the High Priest in the Holy Temple
wall
Irvite(s)
Evening Prayer
tithing of earnings required by Jewish law to
be given to charity
holiday prayer book(s)
gravestone

unleavened flat cake(s) used for Passover
commentator, expounder
self-sacrificing devotion
rabbinical academy
parchment roll(s) attached to doorposts and
containing excerpts from the Bible
Scriptural exegesis
ritual bath
prayer service in which a quorum of ten men
participate
Oral Iaw
lit., east; eastern wall of the synagogue
Divine commandment(s)
ritual circumcisor(s)
our Teacher Moses
Messiah
Additional Prayer Service recited on the
Sabbath and Jewish holidays



Nach
Naches
Nusach
Oron Kodesh
Payton(im)
Perush(im)
Pesach
Pilegesh
Ptyut
Poroches
Poskim

Rav
Reb
Rebbe
Rishon(im)
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Prophets and Writings
spirinral satisfaction
version of prayer
Holy Ark
rabbi(s) who authoied liturgical prayers
interpretation(s), exege(sis)(ses)
Passover
concubine
liturgical prayer
curtain over the Holy Ark
decisors of correct Bible interpretations as

they pertain to Jewish life
Rabbi
a title of respect
rabbi, mentor, spirinral leader
Rabbinic authorit(y)(ies) who flourished
from the tenth to the fifteenth centuries
the Jewish New Year
head of a rabbinical academy

holy books
see Kittel
supplicatory prayer (book)
the sabbath
responsa
ritual slaughter of animals
coins used during the Biblical period
lecture(s) on religious topic(s)
prayer leader
rinral slaughterer(s) of animals

ram's horn blown on the Jewish New Year
Pentecost
intercessor(s) before authorities
fur hat
synagogue
prayer book
the weekly portion of the Bible

Rosh Hashonoh
Rosh Mesivta
S'forim
Sargenes
Selichos
Shabbos
Shalos u'tshuvos
Shechitoh
Shekolim
Shiur(im)
Shliach Zibbur
Shoch(etXtim)
Shofar
Shovuos
Shtadlon(im)
Shtreimel
Shul
Siddur
Sidro
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Sofer
Sukkoh
Suk*os
T'nach

Taharoh
Tal(isXeisim)
Tephilin
Teshuvo(h)(s)
Yahrzeit
Yeshiva
Yeshiva Gedoloh
Yiras Shomayim
Yom Tov
Yom Kippur
Zaddik
Zmiros

scribe
booth used on the Holiday of Tabernacles
Holiday of Tabernacles
Bible; the Five Books of Moses, the
Prophets and the Writings
ritual purification of the deceased

prayer robe(s)
phylacteries
respons(e)(a)
anniversary of a death
school of Jewish learning
Rabbinical Seminary
fear of Heaven
Jewish holiday
Day of Atonement
righteous man
liturgical songs traditionally sung at Sabbath
and Jewish holiday meals



Appell

Betsaal
Bezirksamt
Bezirksrabbinat
Biirgermeister
Endl0sung

Gemeindehaus
Gulden
Grossherzog
Hoffaktor
Juden
Judengasse

Judenrein

Judenschutz
Judenshultheiss
Kabinetsfaktor
Kahn
Klaus
Kreuzer
Kreuzztige
Kristallnacht

Oberland
Oberlandrabbiner
Rabbiner
Rathaus

Regierungsassessor
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GLOSSARY OF GERMAN TERMS

daily role call for concenration cirmp
inmates
prayer room
Government District Office
District Rabbinate
mayor
Germany's notorious "final solution" to the
"Jewish problem;" i.e., total annihilation of
all Jews

Community Center
coin used in 17th century Germany
Duke
Supervisor
Jews
Jews' Street
"cleansed of lews;" term used by the Nazis
to denote an area emptied of its Jewish
residents
protection document for Jews
Mayor
Higher Supervisor
small boat
small house of study
copper coin used in 17th century Germany
crusades
lit., the night of crystal; November 9, 1938,
when synagogues, Jewish homes and
businesses were pillaged throughout
Germany
highland mountain region
Chief District Rabbi
Rabbi
City Hall
Government Official
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Schutzbrief
Schutzgeld 
Schutzjuden 
Sicherheitspolizei 
Staatsfeindlich 
Stiftung
Strasse
Zylinder

protective letter 
protection money
Jews with official protection 
Security Police 
an enemy of the state 
foundation
street
high top hat
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