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FINANCIAL REPORT DOYINI-VINID
as of August 7, 1951 1951 ,BDIIN AT 112
Income SpAmpNRwNE e mEsn
Colleetionss during TI947 e S Do 0 e S8 gL i 1947 =%> N
Collections” during 1948 0., L0 20 EIBAIGO s e sit 1948 %> TR
Collections during 19490, .0 b o SORAM o s SR 1949 98> PN
Collectionssiduringa9o08 s s L 5 el T ety Soor il 1950 > TN
From Landsleit in England, through TIRTAY PR LYSOTING 1D
Florence Bisberg-Youkelson ........ 148.40 IRCHPI 73932192 DD T
IGtalRTreome. wralild bodaaet e SO AG- , a 5o 10
Disbursements : MINRIT

SiowiBaland ¥el oy by ol 2 2 e e $1,750.00 .. tomE 1P vPUWYIIIW

o alsraclit it fobaentton L ieend i 2 0 500.00yoxp n“mx X XD DX PP
Y0P IR TBY T¥SPYD 36
PR 7157;}_{17-/475-71,, "7 PR

36 Packages to D.P. Camps in Poland, TVOY TIRSWLMT 90
Germany, Austria and Italy ........ S60I00% . .5 i ot YORDIR IR
Cash Assistance: To Sanek Plot, Austria 79.65 LRFD PYIRD 1 YRIDWVLOYA

Ta Yablonowski, Pamis. s aeie i 75.00 19K P OPOMRARTIAN IX
To Yablonowski, Medicine to Poland 48.00 >pONRIRTIRY I1¥ TOITANPOTIR
Parcels and Gifts to Israel ............. 377.80 T”Pmmh 712\7”5&4‘711‘27’575

$TARADNR  VIPLRIVOIIMDIN
9RD VSYATAT SOYPIT
“PORD S IPRPNS T ADANTTIND

Administrative expenses, such as Hall rent,
Printing, Mimeographing, Stationery,

Postage, Sha R A S s sl S 134.08 x x SIDRIARYNIM OV
ashisinaBank i Ut L eSS A Tl i (S} (7S S YOXP WT PR AN
Total Disbursements ............... SEOAOBIEL L TYNRNY

P.S. The Landsleit in Philadelphia have sent parcels directly to Israel in the

amount of $110.00.

TYOPYE BRAWS PP LPYIYT LPOWYX POROYIRSD 110 VMS0TIRG T 1287 OYT PR — .2 .3
SIRORT 110.00 712 ¥I0 X MK
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fimtsbesich Striegenou
(Gix;egomo)

firels Miowa, Sudoftpr.
Erlaubnissehein.

Dem polnisehen Arzt Dr Groehowski aus Strzegowo,Kreis Miel
wird hiernit die Erlaubnis erteilt,das kranke Kind der Jiid
Brona Stawieka eus Strzegowo,auferhald der Spiehstunde zu
behendeln.hisx Diese Nrlamubnissehein hat Giltighelt bils da
Kind gesand ist.

Strzegowo,den 5.8.1942.

Der Amtshonnissar:
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IN MEMORIAM

of our beloved husband and father

ABRAHAM COHEN
(died 1935, in New York)

MRS. RACHEL COHEN, his wife
and ADAM, EVE, RUTH — Children




IN MEMORY

TZIVIAH ZISKIN

in our hearts.

BURT and JOH

of our beloved mother

D

We will always carry her love

N (England)

LOUIS ond MAX (U.S.A)
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and find a new life in Israel, then Palestine, or in our own country America.

Naturally, as our organization continued its work, new problems and
new tasks had to be faced.

Approximately every six months a general meeting is being held, to
which the Landsleit living in various cities are invited. During the period
between meetings a small committee is functioning, taking care of problems
which require immediate attention such as sending food parcels to Israel
or similar things which cannot be postponed until the time of the gen-
eral meeting.

In the last two years contact has been established with Strzegowo Lands-
leit in Israel, some of whom have lived there for many years, others who
have come there as refugees during the last few years. Simultaneously
with these contacts the idea of a Memorial Book began to take shape. The
purpose of such a book is to leave for future generations a documented
history of Strzegowo from its early beginnings to the time when  Strzegowo,
together with hundreds of other Jewish towns in Poland, were wiped off
the face of the earth. The book is to be a worthy and dignified monument
to those who perished and to their hometowns which were destroyed
with them.

As a result of our contact with our Landsleit in Israel, a Strzegower
relief committee was organized there too. This was in the year 1949. It
helped us in establishing closer contact with individuals. This contact
was strengthened when my sister Feigel Youkelson, who is the secretary
of the Relief Committee, visited—at her own initiative and expense—Europe
and Israel in the summer of 1950. There she helped, primarily through
influencing our Landsleit to write articles from their store of memory and
knowledge about Strzegowo, to realize the publication of such a book.

I also want to mention here with gratitude the modest financial con-
tributions of our few Landsleit in England whom my sister has visited
while in Europe.

In connection with our secretary’s visit to Israel, it is worth noting
the great joy and interest with which our Landsleit have received her re-
ports from there upon her return. All those present at the meeting felt
as if a lost tribe had been rediscovered. A great longing was born within
our hearts; feelings that have been latent for many years suddenly came
to life again each time Feigel mentioned the name of those of our Landsleit
she had met in Israel.

The greetings she brought were like personal regards from each one
there to each one here. Regards from friend and relative to friend and
relative. It was, however, also a collective greeting from one community to
another, from remnants of a community which once was and now has
ceased to exist.

May these three worthy elements—our old memories, the mutual in-
terest, the collective responsibility—help retain our contact for many years
in the spirit and tradition of «pny g9aRa X5 whwen v,

“And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”
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gowo. So many of us had spent a pleasant youth there. I remembered our
chess games, the evening discussions in the library or synagogue. I had a
vision of the Saturday afternoons when the young people of the town
would go out walking on the highway that led to Mlawa. I thought of
many pleasant things. Now it is all gone, destroyed, never to come to
life again.

I reached the conclusion that we, the Strzegower Landsleit in America,
can be of help. Although the assistance that we will render might by far
not be enough to take care of the needs of our loved ones who survive,
yet we will do all we can. I was convinced of this necessity as soon as it was
clear to me what their urgent needs on the other side must be. The ques-
tion was how to go about helping them. But the answer was simple: we
must raise funds, we must give them moral support, encouragement, new
hope.

I phoned my sister and told her that she was right, that we must
not lose time in setting up a relief organization.

Within two months we already had a list of many names of our Lands-
leit. Their response to our first appeal was very encouraging. Some even
sent in advance contributions. Our first meeting took place in May, 1947,
in a New York restaurant. About forty people attended and we raised about
$1,000. But no less impressive was the sheer fact of our getting together.
Many of us had not seen one another for years. Though the reasons for
our getting together were tragic, our reunion was nonetheless a very
happy one.

We exchanged memories we had in common, we traveled back to
our youthful days in Strzegowo. With deep sorrow we talked about the
tragedy of Polish Jewry, the destruction of Strzegowo, as well as of the plight
of the Jews in general.

At this gathering we decided to name our organization “United
Strzegower Relief Committee.” Officers to relieve the temporary committee
from its duties were elected. Those on the temporary committee were
N. Novak, P. Stavitzky and Feigel Youkelson.

Two more important meetings were held, one in November, 1947,
in the house of Feigel Youkelson in New York City, the other in February,
1948, in Philadelphia, in the home of the Steinhauses. Within that short
period we had already managed to send relief to the few from Strzegowo
who remained alive and were in Poland, as well as to some who were still
scattered, living in the Nazi concentration camps. As a result of the money
we sent to the few remaining Strzegower living in Poland, they succeeded
in exhuming twenty bodies of Strzegowo martyrs who were hanged by the
Nazis and buried in the desecrated Jewish cemetery. The broken grave-
stones, too, were reassembled and the cemetery itself fenced off. The com-
mittee at that time also planned a project of erecting a memorial-monu-
ment to Strzegowo and its Jewish martyrs. The monument was to be erected
in the old destroyed cemetery. So far, this project, though begun, has not
been completed. At the same period the committee felt that it still was
faced with a number of important tasks. To begin with, helping those
of our Landsleit who were still living in the concentration camps to get out
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“Strzegowo,
We Will Not Forget Youl

Facts and Observations in the Establishing and Accomplishments of the
United Strzegower Relief Committee in America

By JOSEPH BISBERG, President

“Strzegowo, We Will Not Forget You!” This is the slogan under which
we, in the United States of America, have formed the United Strzegower
Relief Committee. I consider it important that the accomplishments of this
organization be recorded in the book we are issuing in commemoration
of our little town.

It was in 1946 towards the end of March when my sister Feigel phoned
me about a letter she had received from Poland. The letter was dated
March 11. The sender was a man by the name of Fishl Meirantz—a name
not familiar to me. Fishl Meirantz had added to his letter a list of the few
Jews of Strzegowo who had survived the Nazi slaughter. In his letter he
stressed that these survivors were physically and spiritually broken down,
that they were destitute and in need of immediate assistance.

My sister proposed that we organize a relief committee without delay,
that we contact as many of our Strzegower Landsleit as possible and lose no
time in sending aid to the few Jews of our town who have remained alive.
My sister told me that she had in fact already begun some small action on
her own but that it was not sufficient. She needed help and wanted to re-
cruit as many Landsleit as could be reached. She thought that I would be
the right person to take a serious and active interest in this work.

The next day my sister came over to see me. Before I had an oppor-
tunity to say anything to her, she began reading Fishl’s letter. She said:
“I hope you still understand enough Yiddish.” “Yes,” I said, “if you will
read slowly.” It was a long letter. Later we had it mimeographed and sent
out copies of it to our Landsleit.

In his letter Fishl described what he had gone through under the Nazis
and how his life was saved. He also gave a detailed account of what hap-
pened to our friends and relatives in Strzegowo. Not one Jew remained
there. Even the cemetery had been desecrated and destroyed.

I listened attentively to my sister’s reading. FEach time a name was
mentioned which she thought I might remember, she would say: “Do you
recall him, his wife, children? They all perished in the crematorium, be-
cause a Nazi found a piece of bread on one of them.”

Many brutal facts were disclosed in Fishl's letter. I was very shaken.
I asked my sister to leave the letter with me for several days. We both
wept. She gave me the letter and left my office.

Later I once more picked up the letter and reading it I remembered
a great many things of my childhood and the peaceful little town Strze-
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similar books, dedicated to other destroyed Jewish towns and cities.
These memorial books occupy a unique place in the voluminous memorial
literature in which, through poems, novels, plays, documentary books,
etc., the greatest catastrophe in Jewish history, a catastrophe in which six
million Jews have been exterminated, has been recorded and immortalized.

These Yizkor-books will serve the future historian as an important
source from which to draw factual information, not only about the un-
precedented destruction in the era of Hitler, but also in regard to many
Jewish towns and cities and their inhabitants.

Our Memorial Book which was created with tender piety, with sadness
and grief, we bring to our Strzegowo landsleit as well as to the Jews through-
out the world as our modest monument to the incomparable pain and
heroism of those people who have perished in Strzegowo; a monument
for all future generations!

With this book another bloody chapter is added to the greatest
tragedy that befell our people—the extermination of one-third of the Jew-
ish People and of countless Jewish communities. Through this Memorial
Book, in the name of those who have left no written testament, we hurl
our curse at the Nazis and their fascist followers the world over—a curse
to the Nazis and a demand and a warning to those of our present as well
as future generations, to be on the alert and never again permit a repetition
of such monstrosities.

“Yizkor”—in memory to the martyrs!
“Yizkor”’—a reminder of our own duties and obligations to hold their
legacy sacred.
RUBIN YOUKELSON
New York, September, 1951.



ties, its joys and sorrows, its hard life, its eternal hopes.

Of special value are the articles dealing with the destruction of Strze-
gowo, writen by the few who have survived.

I wish to point out here specifically the contributions of Fishl
Meirantz, Ben-Zion Bogen, Hinde Berlin and Molly Piotrikowsky. With
a great deal of detail they describe the grueling acts of the Nazis and their
local henchmen: how they began their bloody work and with what bestial-
ity they carried it to its murderous conclusion.

The shorter descriptions by Israel Silberstrom, Beinush Vure and
others are valuable contributions and important supplements to the his-
tory of the destruction of Strzegowo.

Of no less value are the other articles, including two written in Hebrew,
by Itzchak Tanditsharzh and Joseph Rosenberg (those articles are of special
value to the Sabras in Israel), as well as the compact compilation of material
in English for the Americans born of Strzegowo descent. They are all im-
portant. additions to the history of Strzegowo, of its life and brutal de-
struction.

Very valuable and deeply moving are the few photographs of the ex-
humed bodies of the twenty Jewish martyrs who were hanged by the
Nazis. They were buried in the desecrated ruins of the Jewish cemetery
—a cemetery which in itself stood out like a lone tombstone in memory
of Strzegowo and its inhabitants, of a life that was and no longer is.

Unstinted recognition for the sacred work of exhuming the twenty
martyrs should be given the survivors: Fishl Meirantz, Avreml Pinkert,
Yeshaye Margulin, Beinush Vure and Sanek Plot. With the aid of the
American landsleit, the above named individuals have also restored the
cemetery, have fenced it off and erected a monument on the bruder-kaiver
of the twenty martyrs.

Expressing thanks to all those who have contributed in writing and
with photographs for this book, I wish to express the greatest thanks to
my dear wife Feigl (Bisberg-Youkelson). She not only was the initiator
of the idea for this book, but has invested super-human work to organize
this difficult project and helped to realize it.

She has written scores, perhaps hundreds of letters to landsleit in
America, Israel, France, England, Poland and during the first few years,
to those who were still in the concentration camps of Germany and D.P.
camps of Austria and Italy. In her letters she demanded material for the
Memorial Book. She encouraged writing and outlined what to write
about. Of special significance was her contribution in connection with a
trip to Europe and Israel in 1950. There she personally influenced many
landsleit, old residents of Israel as well as new arrivals, to write for this
book.

Aside from this basic work, Feigl has been of great help in assorting
the material, gathering photographs, giving advice and generally assisting
in the compilation of the book. Without her energetic, untiring efforts,
it would have been impossible to even think of a Strzegowo Yizkor-Book.

This modest Memorial Book, dedicated to the memory of the tiny
Jewish community of Strzegowo, is a valuable addition to a long list of
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PREPRCE

I am not a native of Strzegowo. The town and its Jewish inhabitants
were completely unknown to me until I had volunteered to compile and
edit this Memorial Book and until I had read the material that goes into it.

Each manuscript that passed through my hands evoked both pro-
found feelings of sorrow and a deep sense of respect. I saw before me the
whole town with its peculiarly interesting characters, its captivating local
color, its whole life which was so brutally destroyed by the Nazi beasts.

There were moments when I felt that each one of the twenty martyrs
that was hanged by the Nazis in the little Calvin forest was raising his voice
in a bitter, accusing “why?” “Why has the world permitted it?” Voices
shouting for vengeance seemed to well up from all those men, women and
children of Strzegowo, who were killed, tortured in the ghettoes, gassed
and cremated in the death chambers.

As compared with most Jewish towns in Poland, Strzegowo was but a
small community of about 600 Jewish inhabitants. Strzegowo cannot boast
of a long history. The Jewish community came to life there only at the
beginning of this, our Twentieth Century. Strzegowo cannot claim to have
produced any famous leaders, writers or artists, in any broad sense of the
term. The Jewish inhabitants of Strzegowo consisted, with a few exceptions,
of workers and artisans who toiled hard for their meager livelihood and
were barely able to scrape together enough for Shabos. Yet, small as this
community was, it had a brisk social and cultural life, its youth was
wonderful, and, though in miniature form, various organizations and in-
stitutions were functioning.

This Memorial Book describes all these facts in a series of impressive
articles, some longer, some shorter, written with colorful simplicity and deep
honesty. In connection with this aspect of the book, I should like to mention
with appreciation the esteemed Reverend Itzchak Bogen, one of the first
pioneers of the Jewish settlement in Strzegowo and now for many years
a resident of Israel. His article about the birth and development of Strze-
gowo describes the very beginnings of its Jewish community.

I should like also to express my appreciation at this point to Joseph
Rosenberg, also a resident of Israel, for his semi-fictional story in which he so
lovingly and heartily describes a whole gallery of interesting characters
in Strzegowo.

The above-mentioned contributions gained in strength and impact by
the various shorter articles, memories, episodes, and adventures by other
contributors of Strzegowo. Together, these descriptions grow into a colorful,
vigorous portrayal of all that was characteristic of this town, its social activi-
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Jews did not lose their courage and by a common effort, as if by tacit
agreement, carried on even under these terrible conditions. At no time
did the Jews of Strzegowo lose their dignity, in spite of the physical degra-
dation and the totally abject living conditions.

The policy of the Nazis was to degrade and humiliate the Jews, but
in this respect they seldom succeeded. The Jews of Strzegowo never turned
against each other; on the contrary they cooperated with one another and
shared whatever little they had, to the last crumb of bread.

A great part of the Jewish community, young and old, died of hunger,
sickness and torture by the Nazis in the Strzegowo ghetto; another part,
found the same fate in the Warsaw ghetto, while the remaining major part
—young and old, men, women and children—were driven to the concentra-
tion camps in Oswenczym, where they were gassed and cremated by the
Nazis in the incinerators. Only a handful—about fifteen in all-remained
alive to tell the horrible story of death and destruction.

It follows therefore that everyone of us should consider it a duty to
remember those martyrs, our brothers, sisters, parents, cousins and friends,
who did not have the good fortune to save themselves and who perished
so horribly. Their memory will live on forever and this Book is dedicated
to the Strzegowo Jewish community that was.

No one can deny the law of continuity in history and civilization; and
although the Jewish Strzegowo was erased physically from this world, its
spirit together with the spirit of Jewish life in Poland remains an inde-
structible heritage. This spiritual heritage will live on and perpetuate
itself by enriching Jewish life throughout the world.

F. and N. YOoUukELSON



munity and explains partly the preservation of customs and traditions
and their passing on from generation to generation.

Education confined itself solely to the study of Jewish learning. It
began early in life, at the age of 4, and continued until maturity. There
was little secular education available. However, Strzegowo could not resist
the trend of the times and new ideas did infiiltrate into the life of the
community. Among these new ideas were primarily Zionism, Poale-Zionism,
Bundism, Mizrachi and others. All the foregone is evidence that Strzegowo
was a thriving and intellectually alert little town, which mirrored in its con-
fines the strife between progress and backwardness in Jewish life everywhere.

Strange and unpredictable were the ways of fate, which prompted
some of the Strzegower inhabitants to emigrate and flee, while others re-
mained to be cruelly destroyed by the Nazis. It is not wisdom, clairvoyance
or superior intelligence that made some people emigrate; neither is it
stupidity or backwardness which caused others to remain. Life in Strzegowo
held little promise for young people, and consequently the latter were mak-
ing ceaseless efforts to emigrate; some succeeded in doing so, some did not.

The desire to emigrate did not confine itself to young people only;
after the first World War it was all-pervading. Anyone of those here in
the United States today could have remained over there had not the hand
of fate guided them or their parents into the free world many years ago,
before the catastrophe was in sight.

THE CATASTROPHE

Because we are unable to present a detailed depiction of the catastrophe
that has befallen our unforgettable community Strzegowo, we will just
submit some of the highlights.

On September Ist, 1939, the hordes of Hitler swept across from Ger-
many, and within hours were in possession of Strzegowo. The Jews of the
town were panic-stricken; they were trapped by the enemy. From their
hiding places they watched with fear the goose-stepping Nazis march into
Strzegowo. They were trapped by the Nazis, assisted by the local German
residents, and there did not seem to be the slightest chance of escaping
death.

A reign of terror began immediately. While the Nazis were busy setting
up their headquarters, the anti-Semitic Poles went on an orgy of brutality.
They together with the local Germans dragged Jews from their hiding
places ‘to forced labor and many of them were murdered. They walked
from house to house and did their cruel work. Before the Nazis had time
to begin their own program of extermination of the Jews in Strzegowo,
some Poles and the local Germans gave them a preview of the horrors that
would follow.

The Jews of Strzegowo were driven from their homes and herded
together into a ghetto. A Judenrat was organized to keep order inside the
ghetto. The ghetto was very crowded; many families were herded into one
room. Privacy and basic comforts of life were done away with. Yet the
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INTRODUCTION

This chapter is written mainly for the descendants of the people, the
story of whose lives and tragic end make up the contents of this book.
To many of the young people who will turn the pages of this Memorial
Book and look at the pictures therein, the town of Strzegowo will seem
a strange and distant place; and yet these same young people carry part of
- it in their hearts, characters, and personality makeup, because Strzegowo,
its customs, its way of life and spirit, influenced the lives of their parents
and their home environments. Indirectly, therefore, there was transmitted

something intangible to the young, who never saw the town.

THE OLD WAYS

This is the story of a town—a town which lived, created, grew—and
perished. It is a part of a set pattern in Jewish history for the past 2,000
years; the growth of Jewish communities in some countries and their de-
struction as a result of political, religious, and social upheavals.

It was a typical small town which grew over a period of years from
a small village with dirt roads and unpaved streets, into a community of
thousands of people of whom hundreds were Jews.

The economic life of Strzegowo was not all big business. The bulk of
the Jewish population consisted of small shopkeepers and artisans and they
eked out a meager existence in the midst of prosperous business activities,
which were being carried on through their town.

The commercial phase of life in Strzegowo was predominantly in
Jewish hands. They were the business people who supplied the whole
population with goods and services.

As in all the towns of Poland religion was a dominating factor in the
life of the Jews of Strzegowo. Religion was also the background of educa-
tion; it began its influence when an individual was born and carried on his
education through the old-fashioned “Kheder,” under the supervision of old
scholars whose function it was to indoectrinate the young generation in the
precepts of the Torah and the Talmud. From the grown ups, daily visits
to the synagogue for prayer were expected, and in general, religion was
the important and directing force in all situations of life.

The Jewish community had its own court of justice, the Rabbi. He
used to settle all litigation among Jews by arbitration. He also had the
power to grant divorces and to settle various problems within the family.
All this led to a way of life, which was isolated from the non-Jewish com-
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In memory of

STRZEGOWO

While writing these lines, we see before our
eyes our brothers and sisters of our birthplace,
Strzegowo, who died under torture and in
great pain; we hear their last desire unspoken
as they left the horrible world:

TELL OF OUR DEATHS! Let not our
memory and the memory of our sorrows be
forgotten! Let the memory of our martyrdom
remain as a headstone for the few survivors
of our city where they may come to weep and
recall the tragic loss. And for our people, let
it remain as a spatk which ignites a great flame
of revenge, a constant reminder: Erase the

remembrance of Amalek. . . .
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