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We happily congratulate the Sokolover Young Friends Progressive

Aid Society on their 30th Anniversary.

Although we do not come from Sokolov, we are still happy and

proud to associate and belong to such a fine organization.
We hope that we may celebrate together another joyous occasion

at the 50th Anniversary of the Sokolover Society.

MEYER SCHAFFER and FAMILY
HARRY SCHAFFER and FAMILY

COMPLIMENTS and BEST WISHES

— from —

A FRIEND

ek

MORRIS ROSENGART
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With heartfelt gratitude, [ take this opportunity to extend sincere
felicitations to all my friends of the Sokolover Young Friends Progres-
sive Aid Society on the occasion of this, our Thirtieth Anniversary
Celebration.

Thirty years of continuous, progressive existence, during which
our accomplishments within cases noble and worth, have enabled us
to proudly cite our enviable record as one of the most successful or-
ganizations of our faith in the City of New York. During these many
years, we have extended financial and variable aids to those in need,
we have contributed ambiguously towards causes noteworthy and
noble, we have undertaken charitable advances, and, in the great
spirit of brotherhood, always, as in the past, disregarding geographical
differences, conscious only of the fact that a brother is a brother, ir-
relevant of his locale, we shall continue to assist and protect, unin-
hibited, the fundamental basic rights and requirements of our brethren.

I sincerely hope that this grand evening of gala festivities lingers
everlastingly in your memory as one of delightful joy and celestial
pleasure, and [ hope that the next twenty years will find us again
celebrating an anniversary jubilee of our fine, upstanding society.

MORRIS and TESSIE ROSENGART
AND FAMILY

As chairman of the Sokolover Relief Committee of New York, I
wish to express infinite gratitude for the splendid efforts and coopera-
tion of the committee, with whom I have worked harmoniously to help
effect unmitigated success in order that we may procure aid for our
suffering brethren in Europe.

MORRIS ROSENGART
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COMPIENE NIT S EGE

Morris Rosengart Ben Nankin
— and —

Herman Bornstein

= ofithe ==

§ 'LAUREL HAT CO.

| X

$ 62 WEST 39th STREET

NEW YORK
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SIEGEL BROS. FURS

SILVER FOXES

Jackets - Scarls - Coats

231 WEST 29th STREET

NEW YORK




Compliments of . . .

- CROWN MATTRESS CO.

Manufacturers of

FINE MATTRESSES
*

5512 NEW UTRECHT AVENUE

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

Compliments of . . .

FLEETWOOD DAIRY

GROCERIES - APPETIZERS
$ "Where Quality Prevails Always”

*

21 WEST GRAND STREET

MT. VERNON, N. Y.

152



Compliments of . . .

ROBERT EDELMAN

MANUFACTURING FURRIERS

350 SEVENTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

PEnnsylvania 6-0344-0341

Compliments of . . .

BEACON CHEMICAL CO., Inc.

298 LAFAYETTE STREET
NEW YORK CITY

Compliments of . . .

OLIVIER STRAW GOODS CO.
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 30th ANNIVERSARY

— from —

METROPOLITAN FOOD CO.

Wholesalers

FOOD PRODUCTS

&

120-130 NEW LOTS AVENUE

€ BROOKLYN, N. Y.
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Compliments of . . .

HARRY WENGER

BOwling Green 9-1995

ETTA STUART

Costume Jewelry Manufacturers

35 MAIDEN LANE NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

Tel. CAnal 6-4328 QUALITY - SERVICE
GORBATY BRO S

Manufacturers of
Store Fixtures
Complete Outlits — New or Second Hand for CASH or CREDIT
BAR FIXTURES
Fish - Cigar - Jewelry - Cafeteria - Coftee Shop - Stationery
Restaurant - Delicatessen - Confectionery and Show Cases

97 BOWERY NEW YORK

Compliments of . . .

COLUMBIA LEATHER CO.
SAM CHERNIT
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GREETINGS TO THE 30th JUBILEE OF THE
SOKOLOVER YOUNG FRIENDS OF NEW YORK

— from —

Mr. & Mrs. HARRY A. SLIVE
ROCKFORD, ILL.

HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS . . .
ON THIS MOMENTOUS OCCASION OF YOUR
THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE

PHIL FINKELSTEIN

AND FAMILY

GREETINGS TOYOU.

SOKOLOVER RELIEF COMMITTEE
AND MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY

CHARLES I SIPITSKY

Compliments from . . .

B. PLATNER
AND FAMILY

GREETING LANDSLEIT
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES . . .

THE SOKOLOVER RELIEF ASSOCIATION

Mr. & Mrs. MAX BERNSTEIN
AND FAMILY

Compliments from . . .

A FRIEND

el

MORRIS ROSENGART

Compliments of . . .

H. & J..DRESS CO.
MR. & MRS. S. SCHUSTEK

248 WEST 35{h STREET NEW YORK, N. Y.
Compliments of . . . Compliments of . . .
Mr. & Mrs. NEUMANN & ENDLER
MAX WAPNIK Inc.
{ ] ( }




GREETINGS FROM . . .

Dr. & Mrs.
ABRAHAM GANZ
and Family

Compliments of . . .

CH. MORRISON

Compliments of . . .

TUBELL & CO.

Compliments of . . .

Mr. & Mrs.
HERMAN WEISS
and Family

Compliments of . . .

JEWISH DAILY
FORWARD

Compliments of . . .

PHILIP RUBACK

Compliments of . . .

NATHAN FUDENBERG

Compfiments of 3%

JACK KAVER

188



Compliments of . . .

Mr. & Mrs. GOLDBERG

Compliments of . . .

RYWKA BLANK

Compliments from . . .

JACK KIRSHENBAUM
and Family

Compliments of . . .

MORRIS PEKARSKY
and Family

Compliments of . . .

A FRIEND

Compliments of . . .

Mr. & Mrs. R. SOLOWEY

Compliments of . . .

BERNARD J. COHEN

Compliments of . . .

J. HAMBERGER
WHITEROSE DRESS CO.

253 WEST 26th STREET
NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

To all our friends from Sokolow
we send greetings and best wishes
and to you on the 30th Jubilee Com-
mittee congratulations on the splen-
did work you are doing.

Mr. & Mrs. A. PEKARSKY
and Family
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Compliments of . . .

Mrs. NOVINA
and Family

GREETINGS FROM . . .

AARON FELDMAN

644 ST. GERMAIN STREET
MONTREAL, CANADA

i Mr. & Mrs.

ON YOUR 30th JUBILEE

’ Compliments of . . .

§ A. KIRSHENBAUM
and Family

g CONGRATULATIONS AND
BEST WISHES TO THE
SOKOLOVER JUBILEE COMMITTEE

Mr. & Mrs. M. GORDON
and Family

GREETINGS FROM . . .

Dr. & Mrs.
SIMON RUBIN

Doctor for the Sokolover Society

Compliments of . . .

HARRY GREENBERG

GREETINGS FROM . . .

Mrs. BELLA JACOBS
and Children

Compliments of . . .

HARRY RODZINSKY
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Compliments from . . .

A FRIEND
bt i
MORRIS ROSENGART

JOHN ZIMMERMANN CO.

Importers of

Straw Goods

Compliments of . . .

HARDMAN PECK & CO.

Manufacturers of

Fine Pianos

i Compliments of . . .

NASH DRESS CO.
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Hyman

257 WEST 38th STREET
NEW YORK CITY

Compliments of . . .

Mr. & Mrs.
PHILIP RITTENBERG

SHIRLEY FROCKS, Inc.

318 WEST ADAMS STREET
CHICAGO, ILL.
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Compliments of . . .

Mr. & Mrs.
SAMUEL BERSON

— and —

Mr. & Mrs.
EARLE EVANS

SUSANMADE FROCKS

553 EIGHTH AVE. NEW YORK
Compliments of . . .
Mr. & Mrs.

PHILIP TIFFANY

Compliments of . . .

Mr. & Mrs.
L. ROSENBLUTH

— and —

Mr. & Mrs.
JACK BERGMAN




Compliments of . . .

Mr. & Mrs.
BERNARD SANDS

Compliments of . . .

i Mr. & Mrs.
JACK MALAWER

Compliments of . . .

IMPERIAL BUTTON CO.

Compliments of . . .

PARAMOUNT
TUCKING CO.

Compliments of . . .

THE STYLE SILK CO.

Mr. & Mrs.
WM. ROSENBERG

450 SEVENTH AVE. NEW YORK
Compliments of . . .
Mr. & Mrs.

EDWARD SHOHER

Compliments of . . .

RAUSH BROS.

Compliments of . . .

URICA, :Inc,

233 WEST 26th STREET
NEW YORK CITY

e e R
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Compliments of . . .

Mr. & Mrs.
SAMUEL DUBIN

LOngacre 5-0893 Since 1914

IRVING SALTZMAN

S o) | e

350 SEVENTH AVE. NEW YORK
§ Compliments of . . .
Mr. & Mrs.

MURRAY SMITHLINE

Compliments of . . .

LIDO PAJAMA CO., Inc.

A

Compliments of . . .

LEO SPAIN, Inc.

... Furriers . ..

350 SEVENTH AVE. NEW YORK

Compliments of . . .

- INTERNATIONAL
TEXTILE PRINTING CO.

304 EAST 23rd ST. NEW YORK

Compliments of . . .

BETTE VEE FROCKS, Inc.

313 WEST 35th ST. NEW YORK

Compliments -of . . .

WARBRO DRESS, Inc.

212 WEST 35th STREET
NEW YORK CITY
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GREETINGS . ..

GREENBERG SHOE CO.

836 TEXAS AVENUE
SHREVEPORT, LA.

Compliments of . . .

MORRIS KOPCIAK

Fur Manufacturer

Compliments of . . .

ABRAHAM HERMAN
PRESIDENT HIAS

GREETINGS TO THE SOKOLOVER

— from —

POLISH KOSSOVER
Y. M. P. ASS'N

BEST WISHES FROM . ..

THE GROUP
ok

M. KULOK'S SHOP

L. GOLD

A FRIEND

OF THE SOKOLOVER

GREETINGS TO ALL THE MEMBERS

MEYER TURNER
and Family

T IDMIND 9
APTTIN 1T OBPIDRD WNNINPRD
DINVPIIT 1PMY-30

DI 1IN 0
INBONTS SY
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Compliments of . . .

JOLEO FROCKS CO.

253 WEST 35th STREET
NEW YORK CITY

Compliments of . . .
NORMANDY DRESSES
Inc.

254 WEST 35th STREET
NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

Compliments of . . .

KRULL BROS.

*

Compliments of . . .

GORDON & LESHU
DRESS CORP.

501 SEVENTH AVE. NEW YORK

Compliments of . . .

SOL TOBIAS, Inc.

*

Compliments of . . .

Mr. & Mrs. D. VAUL

— and —

Mr. & Mrs. M. RIDEL

Compliments of . . .

FAIRWAY NOVELTY CO.

59 WOOSTER STREET
NEW YORK 12, N. Y.

WITH BEST WISHES . . .

E. C. SCHERRER, Inc.

15 WEST 37th STREET
NEW YORK
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GREETINGS FROM . . .

Mr. & Mrs. H. BERNSTEIN

AND FAMILY

Compliments of . . .

B. & H. TEXTILE: CO.

105 WEST 40th STREET NEW YORK, N. Y.

PEnnsylvania 6-8674

Compliments of . . .

MAX LINU

ANGELES APPAREL

834 SOUTH BROADWAY LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

OUR OFFICIAL UNDERTAKER. . .

J.. 8. G ARLICK. Ineé¢.
... Undertakers. .. ;

367 GRAND STREET NEW YORK 2, N. Y.
GRamercy 5-2050 :
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(By Parents and Brother)

In reverent memory of our only beloved daughter and sister
SHIRLEY (Wissner-Zirler), our never forgotten child, who left this earth
at such an early age. Always in our mind and heart.

ABE WISSNER (Father)
YETTA WISSNER (Mother)
SEYMOUR WISSNER (Brother)
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(By Friend)

This expression of deepest sympathy in their great loss and be-
reavement is inserted by a devoted Friend of the Wissner family. May

the Lord alleviate their great loss.
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IN MEMORY

=

OUR BELOVED PARENTS

SAMUEL MORRISON YETTA MORRISON

MR. & MRS. L. A. SACHS
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IN MEMORY
OUR BELOVED PARENTS

BERNARD & ROSE HOCHBERG
DEVOTED CHILDREN
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IN MEMORY

OUR BELOVED FATHER

JACOB YABLON

MR. & MRS. MURRAY R. SANDE

APIYTIN oY
W“QNB -n-u% .“D T‘ID
TADH NPT DY NN now
nuy

YBIRD P
WRVIVUTT 20T1™2

IN MEMORY PIUTIS WPYENN BN

e 1L’ﬁ"ﬂ7“ pIvem e
OUR BELOVED SON VANT POV PN Y
JOSEPH R M

NN R

MR. & MRS. HYMAN WAPNICK PED AT BAN2N

179




. -
IWNPRYD LA R 1ID BRP X JRIMBIIN BRI LONPATAIA priN pmnTINpS ST

S
I’ 5 sy N 5 :
DD OPT N3pn ORDEDNS TPINT N1 5 PENTIPIINTG 911D 1IN NBIBRD ADY

TT NP 3N (R SxpRons 19N poSyn L0%pntha opia ayT ANN Dan 1D BYp




assured us that we wouldn’t be harmed since we were needed for military
tasks, and we believed it, because we wished to believe it. The catastrophe,
though, came much sooner than we had anticipated. It happened on Yom
Kippur which was just being observed. During the previous evening, all
Jews, pious and non-religious alike, had been assembled in the Synagogue.
But on the morrow, quite suddenly, a huge commotion ensued : the entire
ghetto was fenced off by police and S. S., and even those at work for the
Nazis could not escape. The march of Jews to Tremblinka had be-
gun. Jews were taken from their hiding places in Sokolov and shipped
off to the City of Slaughter. The grisly job continued for nine days. In
that period, the Nazis murdered more than 1,000 Jews. Some 1,000 others
succeeded in hiding in big ditches and cave-holes. But they couldn’t re-
main there indefinitely — hungry, frozen, fatigued. Gradually, they
emerged from their hideouts to search for food, and, one by one, were
either caught by the Nazis or voluntarily surrendered. But a handful,
among them this writer, managed to escape the Nazi net. The toll: of a
total of 6,300 Sokolov Jews, only 36 survived. When “liberation” came,
these 36 began to return to their wrecked hometown. DBut the non-Jewish
population received them in hostile, unfriendly manner, and they soon
realized their future was black, indeed. Whereupon they again left
Sokolov. Today, Sokolov, once such a lively and colorful Jewish city,
doesn’t harbor a single Jew!

It is well to remind our brothers and sisters in America that in Trem-
blinka a certain ditty was very popular amongst the Jews there. The
song voices the wrath of the doomed in that city against their brethren
overseas who so little endeavored to save European Jewry. Unable
to comprehend the situation, the Tremblinka Jews were convinced that
they had been left stranded, and many died with curses upon their lips:
curses directed at the entire world and their own fellow-]Jews abroad.

An excerpt from this popular Tremblinka songs follows:
Across the sea, our brother-Jew
Can't feel the pangs we're going through,
Don’t feel our need and misery
With death in sight — momentarily.
Oceans, oceans of tears will flow,
When man one day to Tremblinka will go,
And, scanning the city ahead and behind,

The greatest mass-grave there he will find.
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of the Jews began. At first, the Nazis drove out all Jews of Polish ter-
ritories which became a part of the Third Reich, i.e., all of Eastern Poland.
Subsequently, the Germans initiated the exodus of all Jews from the small
towns into the large cities. There is no doubt that, at the time, the German
murderers already had formulated the plan of annihilating all Jews in
the big cities and that the concentration of the Jews of all of Poland in a
few large metropolitan centers was the prelude to the mass slaughter.

The close of 1940 marked the Nazi inauguration of a ghetto in Soko-
lov. At the outset, the ghetto was an open one, i.e., only one ban existed:
Jews were not permitted to live outside the ghetto bounds. Later, when
the “Aryan supermen” began to solve the “Jewish Question”, all ghettos
in Poland were closed, and one found leaving the ghetto confines, for any
length of time, would draw the death penalty. Even then, Jews harbored
false illusions and still were not aware that this was the beginning of the
end. Naturally, ghetto life was intolerable ; however, in the smaller cities,
Sokolov included, Jews managed to get along, oftentimes achieving a
desired result by bribing the guards or stealing out of the ghetto and smug-
gling in a little flour and other food products. On July 22, 1942, we, in
Sokolov, learned that Jews were being driven out of Warsaw and taken
to Tremblinka. We refused to believe it, but three days later, saw it hap-
pening, for, through the railway station, before our eyes, rolled a train
carting freight cars that bore thousands of Jews. When the train halted
briefly at Sokolov, the Jews in the freight cars peered out of the compart-
ment windows, pleading: “Fellow Jews, save us, we're dying of thirst!”
Indeed, they were ready to exchange a diamond, or a gold watch, for a
flask of water. Unfortunately, however, we could offer them no aid, for
there wasn’t a drop of water to be had.

Tremblinka is in the vicinity of Sokolov, some 35 kilometers away.
We were probably the first to surmise that a huge mass-grave for Jews
was being prepared in Tremblinka. One day, an S. S. Storm Trooper ap-
proached us, requesting our “Judenrat” to furnish various construction
tools. He explained, saying a large “colony” for Jews would be built in
Tremblinka. We viewed that matter with suspicion, but still desired to
persuade ourselves that the Nazis are setting up a concentration camp there,
for Jews who had worked in some way. later, though, upon seeing tens

of thousands of Jews — including such large numbers of old folks and
little children — being conveyed to Tremblinka from every corner of

Europe, the meaning of this began to dawn upon us. The “passengers”
themselves were unaware as to their destination or the purpose of the trip.

Many wore fine attire and carried along luxury baggage. We, in Sokolov,
knew, however, where they were being taken, and the object of the journey.
Amazingly, we, in Sokolov, even then consoled ourselves that we were
not to be included in the lot of the doomed. The Sokolov Nazi Area Chief
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: THE FINAL YOM KIPPUR

By ISAAC GREENBERG

o

The Nazis marched into Sokolov on September 11, 1939. Preceeding
their entry, a fierce battle raged, with the Germans fighting the Poles who
waged stubborn resistance. The bombardment brought the civilian death
toll to about 100.

The Nazi breakthrough was followed immediately by the launching
of a bloody terror, directed mainly at the Jews. Old and young, men and
women alike, were seized for forced labor recruitment. Vicious beatings
were rampant. Jews “broke” both physically and morally. However, we
were so naive at the time that we were certain the French and British
would somehow manage to cope with the Germans and that the entire war
would be of a short duration. For a brief spell, two days, the situation
began once again to brighten for the Jews. On the first day of “Sukkoth”,
the Russians, to everyone's surprise, entered the city and the Germans
departed. Of course, the joyous feeling was widespread, but it soon pass-
ed, for, on the very day of the Russian occupation of Sokolov, a radio
“flash” revealed that the picture had changed and that the boundary-line
between the Soviet and Nazi armies would be the Boog, and not the
Weichsel. Panic swept throug the Sokolov Jewish populace as it watched
the Russians evacuating the city. The Soviets assisted the Jews to the best
of their ability, and anyone amongst the Sokolov Jews could join the de-
parting Russians if he desired. At this point, however, “practical” factors
came up for consideration: how can one leave a home and a city in which
one has lived for so many years? What would one do in a foreign land,
confronted with a foreign mode of life? Regrettably, most of the Sokolov
Jews were optimists and possessed of faith: of course the Germans were
brutal, shrewd, and bad times must be anticipated, they reasoned; but
certainly the Germans were not murderers, and they, the Sokolov Jews,
would somehow manage to mark time until the war will have been ended.
Thus it was that but a small sector of the Sokolov Jews joined the Russians.
The others decided to remain with the Nazis, paying dearly for their faith
and optimism. The pessimists alone saved themselves.

The first year of Nazi occupation of Sokolov signified the quiet be-
fore the storm. The Germans confiscated Jewish businesses and proper-
ties, drove Jews to forced labor, stood by as the populace endured hunger
and cold. They had not yet begun to murder Jews and the latter still
hoped that the situation would be met. "The following year, the shifting
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some grave-diggers were compelled to watch as their nearest kin were cold-
bloodedly and sadistically done to death.

During the few days prior to the annihilation, many Jews volun-
tarily emerged from their hideouts and surrendered to the murderers—
famished, half-blind by having wasted away in pitch blackness, and filthy
beyond description. In this condition, they reached the stage of resigna-
tion or insanity. These men and women, no longer human beings, prefer-
red Tremblika rather than to endure a slow, inevitable death in the under-
ground caves and the other hideaways. They numbered a few hundred,
and, when a train passed on its way to Tremblinka, they were hurled into
the freight cars.

Throughout, the leader of the Tremblinka death-camp, Zava, toured
all towns and saw to it that the annihilation proceeded ‘“‘as it should”. His
longest stay was in Sokolov, and the last victim to meet death was the Presi-
dent, Nachum Levin, who had previously been employed as an aide in the
mass slaughter.

While in one portion of the city, Jews were being murdered and the
blood had not yet dried, the Aryan phase of life proceeded normally.
Peasants came from the villages to sell the grain in the markets and pur-
chase in Polish shops, and merchants with tables full of toys for children
hawked their wares in the market place. The shots and grenade explo-
sions concerned none and some of the Poles were even gratified.

A few days following the annihilation, the Poles reaped bargains in a
sale of the victim’s clothes, furniture, dishes, bedding. Large crowds
gathered to buy. Village peasants demanded they be given purchase pri-
ority in view of the fact that they had turned in the grain promptly. City
Poles utilized the protection they enjoyed wih the murderers, to make their
way into the death ghetto first, so as to get their hands on a better loot.
Poles not so fortunate were accorded bloody garments or bedding, and these
bloodstains were difficult to remove. Iucky were those who, in the clothes
or bedding, found money or other valuables.

In our camp, where the annihilation command had not yet been de-
. creed, other murderers would “have a little fun” in their spare time and
attack us. During one such assault, the Lodz Jewish student, Hershel
Bub, was shot to death. He lost his life near a peasant-shack, and the
peasants stripped him of his clothing and buried him near their shack.
Another victim was the Sokolov youth, Orlovsky, who jumped from a
freight train as it speeded toward Tremblinka and hid in our camp for an
extended time. The Warsaw Jewish student, Isaac Goldwasser, and a
number of others, were also among the martyred dead. Thanks only to
our constant vigilance and the fine, secret hideouts we set up, were our
lives spared. However, ten days later, I, too along with other Jews who
had hidden, were discovered and hauled to Tremblinka.
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Mothers bore their babies in arms and let them suck the milkless
breasts, to halt them from breaking the silence of the march to death. Men
dragged their fainting wives, and it was a gallop-march to death, as if they
were hurrying to escape all the quicker this despicable world that permits
such awful crimes against innocent people to be committed. Along the side-
lines, stood the Aryans, the pious Catholics, and watched apathetically this
march of death. Among those in the rear ranks of the doomed was an aged,
one-legged woman, on crutches. She ran wildly, with all her might, as if she
did not want to leave her fellow-Jews and as if she desired to go to death
along with them. But her strength gave out and she fell—shot by the Nazis.
All the Jews who could not follow the march, were shot. The road was
clogged with such victims.

Then began a struggle with the Jews who were still in hiding, a battle
that lasted more than 10 days. All underground and other hideouts were
observed by special murderers who already were experienced in annihilating
other Jews in cities and towns. For the most part, the hideouts were dis-
covered by the location of the sounds of the small children, who kept sob-
bing. There were many instances in which, during moments of fear mingled
with insanity, fathers choked their children, so that the youngsters’ cries
would not betray the family's whereabouts.

The Jews who were discovered during the first few days of the an-
nihilation were shot in mass-graves in the ghetto. There are a few such
mass-graves in Sokolov. At such a mass grave I saw the horrible mass-
shootings executed, accompanied by complete indifference on the part of
the Nazi beasts.

It happened thus: A group of us — workers in our camp — which
included the brothers Israel and Hershel Greenberg, Moshe Kreitman,
Shloma Goldwasser and myself — was sent to work at a mill that had been
turned into a military arsenal. The mill was located some one hundred
metres from the barbed wire in the ghetto. Standing alongside the mill,
we could see what was happening, and we observed how the above mention-
ed Kalman Klin stood, paper in hand, recording the identity of those who
were being shot.

The bestial killers lined up 10 men and women in a line, and one shot
was to have killed them all. Since that was impossible, those who, after the
shot, survived, had to be buried alive. Unwilling to be buried alive, each
in the line rushed in the path of the bullet. Entire families were driven,
in semi-fainting condition. Fathers and mothers covered the faces of their
children, so that, before death, they be spared the sight of the heart-
breaking scenes. Among those driven to death were also Jewish police-
men : Moshe Valgatch, Spiegelman, Shepsel Rosenzweig (all Sokolover),
Frankel (Kovne-born), Arbuz (from Kalisz), Yankel Farbstein, and
others whom I was unable to positively identify. Some Jewish police and
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up. Following every suspicious noise, the occupants would dash to their
hideouts.

The ghetto- commandant, Surdick, a Pole from the Posen area, would
purposely frighten us. He intentionally ran about in the ghetto throughout
the night, armed, and would shoot and grow wild, drunkenly. Civilian
Germans would wage robbery-assaults during the night, so that they might
intentionally create a condition of depression and helplessness among the
confined Jew. Thus, we marked time in what was neither life nor death,
until September 22, 1944, approached.

The murderers intentionally picked the date of “Motzi Yom Kippur”.
On Yom Kippur Day, the Jews in the ghetto congregated in the “shtiblach”
to pray (from our camp, all were sent to pray . . .). It is difficult, indeed,
to depict the scene at prayer. All were wailing. Young men to whom religi-
ous life was foreign, also came to join in prayer, driven by an inner urge.
Maybe this was the last time they would be alive; it is well, then, that all
Jews be together, the thought ran through everyone’s minds. The prayers
were like confessions in the final moments of life.

The aged Sokolov Cantor, Israel Chinach, stood at the pulpit, weeping
and howling, calling to the Almighty. He wanted to have God put a halt
to the horror. In the interim, the Gestapo murderers, Herman and ghetto-
commandent Surdick, entered the ghetto, lustful for Jewish blood. They
smiled, listening to the Jewish prayer-pleadings. At night, after the prayers,
as is the Jewish custom following a fast, the Jews did not forget to drink
a “lechayim”; but this was the last time. Divisions of S. S., Ukraine Lith-
uanians and Latvians were awaiting them to execute the horrible murder-
plan.

On the morrow, at 5 a.m., we, in our camp, were terrified by an awful
volley of shots that encircled the ghetto. For three hours, the shooting
ceaselessly continued. Eight o’clock a.m., the slaughterers entered the ghetto
armed with hand-grenades, machine and hand-guns, in order to drag the
Jews from their hideouts. With the aid of most frightful terror, and a
sector of Jewish police which wished to save its own ltfe by means of an-
other’s death, the murderers succeeded, on the first day, to congregate in the
synagogue-area almost half of the Jews ferreted out from their hideaways,
and from there to herd them to the train in a specially prepared freight car,
on to Tremblinka. Speeded by armed murderers, gathered like a flock of
sheep, four thousand Jews, at gunpoint, surged ahead. A black smoke-cloud
covered the mass of Jews: men, women and children ; young and old, they
all made their way ahead, pressed one against another on their final path.
Entire families went along arm-locked, silently, desirous through their
silence to voice their wrath against the barbarism unparallelled in human
history.
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not betray me. I was alone, in the midst of the stillness of night that, from
time to time, was broken by dog-barking. The dark of night protected me
against animals and humans.

About twelve midnight, the moon rose. The dark vanished. Fear over-
came me. In the light, I was afraid of my own shadow. Suddenly, I
heard the breaking of hay in a nearby field, and the quiet of night pierced
by the sounds of human whispers. Soon, Jews, panting and stooped, some
bearing small children in their arms, dashed passed me. I followed them. In
the woods, I recognized them to be Sokolov Jews, entire families, including
Vingeraver Jews — all wandering about. Fear-stricken, they emerged from
their hideouts and fled into the woods where they broke up into smaller
groups. '

Thus, two weeks passed. Came the first half of September 1942. Every
day and night was a stretch of struggle for survival: whether: it be in a hole
below the earth, on a tree in the woods, or in the haystacks in the fields.
We were persecuted on the one hand by the robber bands which, by assaults
on the defenseless Jews, quelled their thievery appetites; on the other by
the German gendarmeries; and from a third quarter, by the Polish police.

Machine-gun echoes would herald word that somewhere in Poland,
Jews were wandering about.

For two weeks, we continued to live in field and forest, famished, fa-
tigued. But for the German murderers, who had already decided when to
annihilate us, it was annoying to hunt for their victims in the sprawling
fields and woods. Instead, they approached the “Judenrat”, expressing
“surprise” that the Jews had fled in view of the fact that no harm threatened

‘Whereupon the head of the Labor Department of :the “Judenrat”,
Kalman Klin (Rosen was his correct name) passed the word along, through
various illegal channels, that return of the Jews to the ghetto is alright

. “Only labor is demanded of us.” ... The Jews in the fields soon learned
of this, and some of the defenseless, robbed Jews, who wandered desperate-
ly -about, blindly permitted themselves to be misled and blindly believed :
maybe . . . At any rate, the apathy and indifference had already become so
acute that the will to live was gone. “Whatever will be, will be,” Jews said.
And hordes of them answered the “Judenrat’s” call for work. Special Ger-
man military guards would, upon the commands of the murderers, proceed
to convey more and more Jews to needléss labor tasks, so as to make them
believe they were being regarded as useful workers. Smilingly, the beasts
would eye the long rows of labor battalions and think to themselves: now
we have the victims in our clutches.

‘Death hovered over us. Each, along with his nearest kin, dug under-
ground caves in his home, double garrets, masked cellars and masterfully
designed hideouts. Thus, life was a constant period of anticipation as to
our fate. Entire families would lodge together, and guards would be set
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I had then escaped from my labor camp, in order to reach my nearest
kin, and my wife and child. But I already found none there. I saw only a
few neighbors. Most of them lay in their beds, “hoping” they would be
shot to death in their own homes. For, those who feigned illness, were not
led to Tremblinka, but were shot in their beds.

I found my father-in-law, Isaac Mielnick, of Kaliscz, reclining in bed,
wrapped in the manuscripts of one of the religious books he had penned.
He turned to me: “With these, it will be easier for me to die.” And then
he cried out: “Flee, you're still young; maybe you'll save yourself. “They’
might come any moment. In the fields, or woods, you'll find your wife and
child”. On the graveyard-like streets of the ghetto, I found but a handful
of Jews, their faces pale, their eyes awe-struck; they were dominated by
a psychosis of insanity. They ran from one street to another, not knowing
where to seek refuge. Jewish police milled restlessly about the community
and the “Judenrat” was in a dilemma, lost, not knowing what to do.

I crawled out through the ghetto-wire, ripped off the mark of shame
that I bore and trekked beyond the city. During the evening hours, as
dusk came, I proceeded to the fields, through the Polish-inhabited streets.
I endeavored to query the inhabitants on some matter, but none desired even
to answer me. “Run! Run! Run!” was driven! Folks feared me as if I were
a wild animal. T made my way towards the fields, located a few kilometers
beyond the city. In the dark of night, I eyed suspicious light-signals. I ran
deeper into the field, buried myself in a stack of hay. In the quiet of night,
I heard concealed human cries, and soon thereafter, sounds of footsteps of
men and women feeling in my direction reached my ears. I heard despicable
words of insult in the Polish tongue. One asked another: “Do you have
the clock?” . .. “Yes” . .. “The leprous Jews had the audacity to resist
us.” A cold sweat gripped me when the thieves passed me and vanished
into the dark of night, On the morrow, well-known Poles found in the
field, stabbed and robbed, the Sokolov grain merchant, Michulka. 1 con-
tinued to walk in the direction of the nearest forest and noted in the dark-
ness silhouettes of humans, emerging from a little stretch of woods. I hurled
myself quickly to the ground and eyed the direction in which they were
heading. Suddenly, I heard Yiddish utterances! Approaching them, I rec-
ognized them at once: they were Naftoli the horse-merchant’s two sons and
their comrade, Scherb (all Sokolover). They departed from the woods in
another direction. It turned out that they had been living in the woods for
quite a while. They said to me: “This spot seems to us to be too perilous;
here there are too many Jews wandering about”. They advised me to go
into another wooded area. I parted company with them, and headed toward
a different direction.

I made my way forward into the pitch-black of night, aimlessly, plan-
lessly. I avoided the peasant colonies, so that the barking of dogs might
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man freuleins of the Posner area who aided him in his treacherous activities.

Upon apprehending Jews on the road outside the ghetto, as they were
in quest for some bread for their dying youngsters, Dr. Herman would
haul them to his quarters and shoot them in-cold blood, subsequently ad-
vising the “Judenrat” to collect the corpses. He could often summon for
conference the Jewish doctor of the ghetto, Ludwig Holtzer, and control
the number of death certificates the physician would write for the hunger
and epidemic victims on the ghetto. Grams and Herman also accepted
bribes and, in exchange, assured the Jews that no harm would come to us.

In July 1942, when all trains bearing transports of Jews passed through
the Sokolov-Kassov railway lines, the odor of the gas chambers of the
death camps began to reach us; even then, however, the murderers firmly
assured us that the Jews of the towns near Tremblinka would be spared.
The leader of the death camp, Murderer Zoe, would take his time and a
few times a week visit the Sokolov “Judenrat” and request various com-
modities, as wire, nails, tin, for the camp and for himself, along with valu-
able objects, simultaneously assuring us that we may be at ease, that no
harm would come to us.

Special agents would circulate about,”disseminating rumors that car-
ried the identical message : ““we shall survive”. The plans of the murderers
brought the desired results. The Jewish populace of the towns became dis-
organized, and, desirous of finding consolation, picked up these false ru-
mor and believed in them. Thus, at the time, a story circulated to the effect
that the International Red Cross, in Switzerland, had learned of Trem-
blinka and asked Hitler to halt the massacres; that world conscience was
aroused ; that soon the death-cars would cease making their runs to Trem-
blinka.

But the death-cars and their human cargo of thousands of Jews, from
the remotest areas, continued to make their daily journeys in the direction
of the hellish horror. In the meantime, more and more details would leak
out, as to what was happening in Tremblinka. Jews were gripped by hope-
less despair, awful apathy. Dominated by such mood, the desperate mass
picked up every word that would for even a moment banish that feeling,
although they knew it to be far from the truth. They thought, however,
they might persuade themselves that there is hope . . . Maybe the tide
would escape them.

Time marched on. August 1942 approached. At the end of that month,
the Shedlitz and Loshitz Jews (three kilometers from Sokolov) who passed
through our rail station to Tremblinka, were slaughtered. News of this
flashed through with lightning-like rapidity to the ghetto-inhabitants of
Sokolov, Stichish, and spontaneously, almost all of them rushed to the
fields and woods, driven by common fear. Only the older folk remained,
waiting with awful apathy for the murderers’ arrival.

12



THE MARCH TO TREMBLINKA

By SIMCHA POLIAKEVITCH

>

In May 1942, the Warsaw Governor visited Sokolov ; and that was the
heginning of the murderous “groundwork”™ plan of annihilating the Jewish
inhabitants of the towns adjacent to Tremblinka: Sokolov, Vengerov, Kas-
sov, Sterdin.

The young men of the towns were forcibly led into the labor camps
of the adjoining area — as for example: Kurchev, Skshesk, Lublin area
and other centers — and concentrated behind barbed wire, under armed
guard of Germans and Ukraines. Other Jews were put into the class of
the “privileged”, i.e., separated from their families. They lived in a camp
in the environs of the city (I was among them). In addition, a registry was
conducted of all Jews having near-kin abroad, ostensibly for the purpose of
“affording them opportunity” so that they might emigrate to these rela-
tives . . . A special plan prevailed, designed to arouse antagonism between
the Jewish populace itself, and to divide the Jews into privileged and non-
privileged groups — the former consisting of those who, through funds,
could remain in the ghetto; the latter comprised of those who had to sep-
arate from their families and be forcibly taken to the labor camps for
hard labor duties (this was the poorest sector of the ghetto inhabitants).

The murderers knew full well that, because we live near Tremblinka,
we could quickly feel the gas-odors; they therefore did all they could to
distract attention, to disorientate the Jewish inhabitants, and even eased
the ghetto regime. Negotiations therefore were buzzing between the
“Judenrat” and the Tremblinka leaders. That was an agreement between
the S. S. Leader, Grams, and his representative, Dr. Herman. S. S. Leader
Grams, dictator of the aforementioned towns, was tall, slender, bearing a
Harsh military expression, always flanked by a big dog and a military aide.
He couldn’t look at a Jew. At the sight of this man, who, on rare occa-
sions, would pass through the ghetto on inspection, the Jews would vanish;
they “didn’t want to see his murderous glances. He would always pass
through the center of the street, so as not, God forbid, touch the “con-
taminating, stinking Jews.” In appearance, Dr. Herman was the opposite
of Grams: a little shorter than medium-build, broad-shouldered, carrying a
pair of binoculars. Sometimes, he would visit the “Judenrat”. to confer
with its Secretary, Isaac Shlaffitz, or with the head, Nachum Levin, on the
street, before the Gmine, near his auto. At other times, he would unex-
pectedly enter the Jewish Gmine alone and pity the Jew or Pole who fell
into his trap. His chief task consisted of suppressing Polish underground
activity in the areas under his jurisdiction. Also at his disposal were Ger-

11



was transformed into a relief-manifestation in hehalf of the plagued Soko-
lov landsleit overseas. By their presence, the guests paid a so-called per
capita tax for their needy brothers and sisters in the hometown who already
then had been in the war zone. On the spot, a considerable amount was
raised for the Sokolov Relief.

Sokolov Jubilee Book is Monument to Memory of our
Landsleit-Martyrs

To the surviving remnants of our Sokolover landsleit in Europe we
can extend aid. And we are doing just that,

For the Sokolov martyrs who have been murdered by the Nazi
beasts, or who fell heroically in battle — fighting Nazi tyranny — we can,
regrettably, do nothing, except to hallow their sacred memory.

That is the object of the Sokolov Jubilee Book, now before the
reader.

Decision to publish this volume was adopted at a special meeting of
our Society, in March 1945.

All proceeds of the sale of the book will go ‘for relief of our un-
fortunate landsleit in Sokolov.

Members of the Jubilee Book Committee are: M. Silver, Joseph
Rosengart, A. M. Rosengart, L.. Hofengart, L.. Friedman, J. Steinberg,
Moshe Feldman, Harry Weisberg, B. Weiss, M. Harris and S. Zhelenetz,
with M. Choina as Chairman.

Our Aid to the Sokolov Landsleit in Europe
Following the Second World War

At the close of World War II, we aided the Sokolover in Russia with
food packages, and those of our landsleit in Shanghai, China — with funds.

Since U. S. entered the War, we endeavored to contact our brothers
and sisters overseas — but without avail. When the war ended, we dis-
patched the aformentioned forms of relief to our suffering landsleit. It
reached Lodz, Stettin, Lignitz and other Polish cities and towns. Aid
was also sent to Paris.

We are continuing this assistance — by means of a Relief Fund Drive,
now in full swing.

Our Society’s War Service

It is fitting, at this point, to cite the aid which our Sokolov landsleit
have given to the U. S. Government, during the war. They excelled in
war bond purchases and sales, aided the Red Cross and mobilized re-
sources to bring closer the day of Allied Victory over the Nazi and
Japanese aggressors.
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In 1923, our landsmanshaft decided to formulate a Constitution. A
Committee was elected, charged with this task. Its membership included:
A. Vishnie, IF. Rosenberg, Chana Feldman and A. M. Rosengart, with
Moshe Silver as Chairman. ;

The Committee completed a draft of the Constitution and final pre-
paration of the document. It received thanks for its efforts, in the name
of the entire Society.

Resolution Adopted that no Member May be Strikebreaker
or Employ Scabs

In 1926, our landsmanshaft, adopted two binding resolutions of com-
munal character which were of wide import: :
1. That no member of the Society may be a strike breaker; and
2. That no employer, if he wishes to remain a member of our organ-
ization, may employ scabs.
That year, the great cloakmaker strike swept the industry. We moved
to aid the strikers amongst our members, with a 40 dollar grant to each.

Our Landsmanshaft Generously Aids American, Jewish and
General Institutions

The Sokolov Society has at all times generously aided various Jewish
and general communal institutions in our land.

They included : American Jewish Congress, HIAS, Jewish War Vet-.
erans, League for Jewish Blind, United Jewish Appeal, National Jewish
Labor Committee for Palestine, Federation of Jewish Philanthropies, Los
Angeles Sanatorium and Denver Sanatorium. Also: Saratoga Springs
Home, Red Cross and U.S.O.

Impressive Jubilee Celebrations Observed

During the past few decades, the Sokolov Society has conducted im-
pressive jubilee observances.

In December 1924, our 10th birthday was celebrated ; in 1929 — our
15th; in December 1924 — our 20th.

Of special significance was our 25th jubilee, held in December 1939.
The gathering, held at Central Plaza Hall, marked the close of an im-
portant epoch in our history: a quarter century of service.

The celebration was successful — morally and financially. The as-
semblage was gathered ’round a bhanquet table, but it was far from being
in a gay mood. The horror of the Nazi onslaught permeated the gather-
ing and the tragedy of the murdered and tortured Jewish People was mir-
rored on the faces of all attending. Fact is that the banquet was held only
because it had already been too late to cancel it. And so, the assemblage
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Loan Fund

One of our important accomplishments is the setup of the Loan IFund,
created in 1922, with a small capital of $200. At the outset, a member
could borrow a maximum of $15. In 1925, the capital was increased by
another $200, and members could borrow up to $25, without interest.

The Fund’s first Treasurer was Reuben Rosengart, who performed
his duties commendably. His successor, L. Friedman, still occupies this
post. His fine services in performing his duties have won Mr. Friedman
the admiration and high regard of the entire membership.

The Sokolov Landsmanshaft Establishes a Ladies’ Auxiliary

The wives of our landsleit constitute a vital force and can greatly aid
in expanding our Society’s activities.

We have recognized this as early as 1903, at which time the first at-
tempt was made to set up a Ladies’ Auxiliary. It saw the light of day
that year, but existed for only a brief period, for the leading personalities
in it were not Sokolov-born women who did not bear the proper responsi-
bility and consequently failed in their tasks.

A second attempt, made in 1905, proved successful, for there were
elected as leaders of the organization — Sokolov women, wives of our own
members and they have proved to be devout co-workers, aiding us in every
endeavor.

The first officers of the Auxiliary were: Alte Zhelenetz, Chairlady ;
Ida Gordon, Recording Secretary; Bashke Choina, Financial Secretary;
Yetta Vishnia, Treasurer; and Sheidel Rosengart, Malche Lenchner and
Bessie Rosengart, Hospitalers.

At the second meeting of the group, it was decided that the name
of the unit be: “Sokolov Ladies’ Auxiliary.”

Since its inception, the Ladies’ Auxiliary has chronicled a number
of important achievements. It has provided Jewish children in Gentile
schools in Sokolov with breakfast and lunch, consisting of a roll and a
glass of milk daily. It has conducted a wide organizing drive, designed
to enroll the wife of every Sokolov landsleit into its ranks. It has under-
taken a number of projects of social import. It has responded to the call
for aid, extended by a number of institutions in New York, including;
HIAS, United Jewish Appeal, National Jewish Labor Committee for
Palestine. &

The Ladies’ Auxiliary has lent a helping hand to the Sokolov lands-
manshaft throughout, assistirig it in every venture. For the Auxiliary’s
cooperation, it is deserving of the thanks and appreciation of all of us.

Our Society Formulates A Constitution

An organization, like a Government, must have a Constitution as a
guidepost.
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The Sokolov Jewish Institutions That Have Been Aided by Our Society

They include a number, among which are:
Beth Lechem
Somech Noflim
Gmilas Chesed
Artisans Society
Our landsmanshaft also aided the Jewish children in the Gentile
schools in Sokolov.

1917: The Rift in Our Ranks—How we Surmounted it

In 1917, a rift developed in our ranks — the most critical in the
Society’s history. It imperiled the organization’s very existence.

The U. S. had entered the war against Germany. With the Amer-
ican Government’s permission, a Jewish Legion was then organized on
this soil, the object of which was to aid Britain in conquering Palestine,
which then belonged to the Turks. A large number of our members —
a youthful element — joined the Legion and departed for Palestine. Some
of those who remained here, became nationalist-minded and desired to join
any organization which included in its platform the demand for the up-
building of a national Jewish Homeland in Palestine. Consequently, a
strong sentiment developed within our landsmanshaft in favor of its af-
filiation as a branch of the Jewish National Workers’ Alliance. However,
the majority opposed the proposal, whereupon the opposition — the minor-
ity — protested by refusal to pay dues. As a result, the Society was com-
pelled to expel it. :

Some time elapsed. The ousted members eventually returned to the
fold and we again began to expand. Linked with ever so many ties to the
landsmanshaft they helped to build ; linked, too, to the hometown, Sokolov,
which reared and gave them sustenance, the ousted members rejoined our
ranks and aided it in recording ever-growing achievements.

The Society Provides its Members with Medical and Sick Benefits

One of the main objectives of our Society, since its inception, has
been — provision for the needs not merely of our brothers and sisters
overseas, but also of our landsleit here.

Our Society has engaged a Society physician (Dr. Ganz) for the New
York members, and subsequently, a physician for the Brooklyn members.

A second accomplishment in this regard has been the inauguration
of sick benefit. Every good-standing member is entitled to sick benefit
payments for a 12 week period annually.

Then, too, death benefit payments were set up. In the event of a mem-
ber’s death, the heirs receive payment 6f $200; upon the passing of the
wife of a member, a $100 payment is given.



Mass meetings, affairs, theatre benefits, concerts, balls — these were
the fund-raising means to aid the feeding, clothing and housing of the
war-stricken in Sokolov.

In order to increase proceeds of these affairs, our Society organized
a Dramatic Section of its own.

The new unit began with presentauon of one-act plays. The perform-
ances “clicked” — and we decided to make the Dramatic Section a per-
manent institution.

Since its inception, the Dramatic Section has continued to expand in
scope. From one-act presentations, the group turned to full-length plays.

Among those who appeared in the performances were: Abraham
Vishnie, R. Rosengart, M. Silver, M. Rosengart, and others.

An effective aid in developing dramatic talent amongst our landsleit,
the Dramatic Section proved, too, as a vehicle for cultural advancement in
our ranks and development of appreciation of the finer type of drama.

Our troupe excelled in a number of productions, among which were:
“Hertzle Miuches”. It appeared in various sections of New York, includ-
ing Boro Park, Brooklyn, and elicited admiration and enthusiasm.

Our Society points with gratification and pride to the accomplishments
of its Dramatic Section. AS$§ an expression of appreciation to the troupe,
for its efforts, our landsmanshaft tendered a banquet in its honor.

The activity of this Section was successful — morally and financially
alike. All proceeds of the performances were sent to the relief institutions
in Sokolov. All needy in our hometown benefited therefrom.

Gradually, the relief activity of our Society was placed upon firm and
sound foundation, and it was decided that it be conducted by a separate
unit of the landsmanshaft, thus enabling the Society to devote its efforts
on a wider scale in fulfillment of the needs of the members themselves.

Morrison and Vishnie Visit Sokolov

In 1923, an important event in the life of our Society was recorded.
Two active members — J. Morrison and A. Vishnie — departed for a
visit to our hometown, Sokolov. In their honor, a farewell evening was
tendered. Those who witnessed the gathering will long remember it.

In 1934, J. Lenchner, another active member, made a similar trip.
In 1935 and 1936, Moshe Rosengart and Leizer Hogengart, likewise visit-
ed Sokolov, and similar farewell evenings were given in their honor, pre-
vious to their departure.

Upon their return, these landsleit brought the Sokolover here greet-
ings of their brothers and sisters overseas.
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upon its founding, inaugurate activity of broad scope that would elicit the
aid of the Sokolover landsleit here and that thus the minor political dif-
ferences that exist will be forgotten and there would be peace.

Thanks to this Committee’s energetic efforts, a considerable number
of members were enlisted, and, in that year — 1914 — a permanent com-
mittee was elected, charged with the following responsibilities:

1. Consideration of proposals with regards to a name for the Society.

2. Organization of the Society.

3. Provision of a Cemetery.

Thus, the present-day Sokolover landsmanshaft was founde(l and the
aforementioned objectives, which it undertook to achieve when it was
formed, were successfully attained.

At a special meeting, in December 1915, the name: “Sokolover Young
Friends’ Progressive Aid Society” was adopted unanimously, as the name
of our landsmanshaft.

Sokolov Society Provides its Members With Cemetery

In line with its object of providing its members with cemetery, our

' landsmanshaft, shortly following its founding, purchased a large number

of cemetery plots on Mt. Judah Cemetery, Cypress Hills, Long Island.

A five-man Cemetery Committee, headed by Chairman Moshe Harris, was
appointed to supervise activity in this regard.

The Cemetery Committee has, indeed, performed its functions con-
scientiously and understandingly. In 1925, the Society moved to erect a
fence encircling the cemetery grounds. The observance marking this oc-
casion was attended by almost the entire membership.

In 1938, new grounds were purchased, on Wellwood Cemetery, in
Queens, so that our landsmanshaft today owns a number of plots on two
cemeteries — all paid up.

Our Society’s Relief Activity

The Sokolov Society can point with pride to far-flung activity — from
its inception to the present day.

Our first affair was a big ball. For weeks, the active members of the
landsmanshaft made the necessary preparations to assure the success of
the undertaking. Some distributed leaflets through the city, telling of the
affair. Some carried word of the ball by bicycle, wagon and truck. The
event was a sellout — a success in every respect. Its proceeds enabled the
Society to widen its relief for the suffering Sokolover inhabitants in the
hometown.

Our relief efforts were further expanded following the end of the
First World War of 1914, When the firing ceased, our landsleit here made
contact with Sokolov. Aid became urgent and we responded generously
to the call.



first attempts to launch a Sokolov landsmanshaft in New York. Among
the trail-blazers of the Society were: Israel Isaiah Greenberg, M. Pearl-
stein, Moshe Harris, Aaron Rosenbaum and Jonah Karp.

But it was just an attempt — nothing more. It failed. Most of the
Sokolover in U. S. at the time were not “thoroughbred” Sokolover. Ar-
riving here from the cities and towns in Europe where they had spent the
last years of their residence overseas, they joined the Societies which bore
the names of the centers from whence they came.

The idea of establishing a Sokolov Society, though, was not abandon-
ed. Five years elapsed and in 1910 came a second attempt.

That year, a huge fire swept through Sokolov, destroying a consider-
able portion of that city’s homes and stores. Entire streets were in ruins.
The Sokolov Jewish Community was almost entirely annihilated. The
tragedy was heartbreaking and immediate aid was a matter of utmost
urgency.

Here in New York, Moshe Harris received a pathetic letter from
Sokolov in which our Sokolov brethren pleaded for immediate relief.

Moshe Harris conferred with a few other landsleit here, and it was
decided to act at once.

The three had a leaflet printed, at their own costs, which called the
Sokolover in New York to attend a mass meting at the HIAS Building.
At this assemblage, which was a well-attended and inspiring one, the parti-
cipants moved to initiate an organization of their own. Without such a
body, the speakers at the meeting explained, there is dispersion and lack
of unity amongst our lanlsleit here. Fortified by a Society, the Sokolover
in this metropolis can unite their forces, and, unitedly, dispatch relief to
their brethren overseas, in organized, systematic manner.

A second attempt to found a Sokolov landsmanshaft was thereupon
made — again resulting in failure. True, the organization saw the light
of day ; however, it was split by the presence of various groups: Orthodox,
Socialist, Zionist. Internal friction developed and, unable to withstand
the pressure, the organization dissolved.

The Sokolov Landsmanshaft, as we Know it Today, is Founded

. Thus, four years passed. The strong, inner urge that glowed within
the hearts of many Sokolov landsleit to stand united and extend mutual aid
finally emerged victoriously over the differences of political opinion, and,
in 1914, a group of landsleit met at the home of Jonah Karp where it was
decided to make a third try.

A provisional committee was elected, with the following as members:
M. Silver, M. Rosengart, H. Feldman and Abraham Vishnie, with Moshe
Harris as Chairman. The Committee moved to make certain that no
future rifts and conflicts ensue, and voiced the hope that the Society would,
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THE SOKOLOVER LANDSMANSHAFT
IN AMERICA: THREE DECADES

The History of the “"Sokolover Young Friends’ Progressive
Aid Society” Upon the Occasion of its 30th Anniversary,
Now Being Observed

Three decades have elapsed since the founding of our Sokolover
landsmanshaft — the “Sokolover Young Friends’ Progressive Aid Society”.

It is, indeed, appropriate, at this time, upon the occasion of our jubilee
observance that marks the closing of an epoch in this Society’s life, to
present a review of our activities, from the beginning to the present, and
chronicle our landsmanshaft’s history; its founding, development ac-
complishments, scope.

In our analysis, we shall endeavor to be candid. We realize that we
can’t hoast of tremendous accomplishments, for we are, after all, limited
in our forces and numbers. We know, too, that, since our founding, we
have had to overcome many difficulties in our path, surmount internal con-
flicts that have hindered the development of our activity. However, we
can assert with clear conscience that, ever of concern to us has been the
welfare of our landsmanshaft, that our intentions were the finest, at all
times.

What, after all, has ever been our aim? Our objective has been, and
is: that this Society’s existence be based — not upon cemetery and burial,
but rather, upon living activity. And mainly: that we constantly keep to-
gether, as a unit and a family; that we preserve, as much as possible, the
recollections of our hometown and that we maintain the contact amongst
ourselves : all of us who have had any ties whatsoever with Sokolov.

These objectives, we can say with certainty, have largely been achiev-
ed. Despite all obstacles in our path, we have succeeded in huilding a
landsmanshaft whose foundation is sound and secure. In the most trying
hours, we have kept together, never forgetting our beloved hometown,
Sokolov, that is so dear to our hearts.

Jewish Sokolov is gone . . . it is no more! By means of our Sokolov
Society, however, we here have sought to preserve its identity in our minds,
preserve the memories of our past and our youth, so that this organiza-
tion might remain a monument to all our fallen martyrs.

Let’s turn back the leaves of the Calendar of Time to the year 1905;
a historic date in the history of our Landsmanshaft. That year saw the
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ARRANGEMENT COMMITTEE of the 30th JUBILEE
— of the —
SOKOLOVER YOUNG FRIENDS PROGRESSIVE AID SOCIETY OF NEW YORK
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