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past. The patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
were, in their imagination, no turther removed {rom
ihem than their grandfathers. They were not awed
by them but leli rather a c¢lose kinship and great
love for them. They were, in the minds of our towns-
people, omnipresent, always shielding them [rom all
evil. Moses was the nalional herc. Did he not taunt
the mighty Pharach; and did he nol lead the Israel-
iles out of bondage [rom Egypt? Every Passover
when they read in the Haggadah the story ol how
the ancienl Hebrews thwarted the mighiy armies
ol Egypt they recited it with such glee and delight
as if they heard of this for the lirst time; and as if
it were a personal victory. The great leaders, sages.
and prophets of the Bible were not ligures ol a
dim past but the ever-hving protectors and teachers
of the Jewish people.

The great turmoil of the modern world, the out-
cry of the birthpangs of nalions, and economic up-
heavals our townspeople believed will pass over
their heads. They were too lar down the social
and economic scale to be altected. At least, so they
thought. Then came the First World War. They were
not Irightened by the German soldiers who cap-
tured Our Town. They could expect much worse
from the Czaris! soldiers, even though the sons of
our townspeople were serving in the Russian Army.
Then came the Russian Revolution. Denikin's, Pet-
lura’s, and Pilsudski's armies swayed up and down
the countryside Qur Town was pillaged and plund-
ered Some of our lcwnspeople were slaughtered

Their homes ruined, and ravaged by lamine, the
people of Our Town appealed 1o their friends and
relatives in America for help. The call did not gc
unanswered. The Shumsker Reliel Society was or-
ganized. Money was raised. Everyone gave to the
limi! of his ability. The crisis was met. Gradually,
the Town settled back to its normal poor existence.

Things were never again the same. No longer did
they expect wars, revolutions, and economic up-
heavals {o pass over their heads. The earth trembled
with new ideologies, revolutionary political con-
cepts, and new economic philosophies. Not far
from their doorsteps, the Nazi dogs were baying,
calling lor the destruction of our townspeople. The
dark ominous clouds of war were rolling in from
ithe Wesi. Then came the thunder and lightning of
ithe Nazi war machine. The litlle iown Shumsk,
with its harmless. God-fearing, picus Jews was en-
gulled and destroyed. lis people joined the cara-
vans to the charnel houses. Qur townspeople were
slaughtered in their homes The mighly Nazn war
machine and 1ls sadislic leaders wreaked havoc
on the delenseless, harmless people of Shumsk
They burned their homes and destroyed their syna-
gogues Qur Town is no more. Shumsk has been
vziped ofl the {ace of the carth. Its few survivors
are wandering hungry and homeless on the high-
ways and byways of blood-socaked Europe They
cry to us for help.

WE SHALL NOT FAIL THEM.

The Hills

IvAawl My



OUR TOWN

On the feriile plains of the Ukraine there stoed
until recently, hundreds of small towns whose pop-
ulahon was predominantly Jewish. To have known
one was to know all. As one lived so lived all. The
[ate of one was the fate ol all, One of these towns
was Our Town — Shumsk, in the Province of Vo-
linya.

lis two thousand souls lived there, not sa much
frem choice, os through compulsion of circum-
sionces. The Czarist and subsequent regimes made
it ditficult {or them {o emigrate; in other countries
ihey were unwelcome. Here they were bom, lived,
hoped, and died peacefully, for generations.

Qur Town had its artisans and craftsmen, mer-
chants and peity traders. Its only indusirial plants
were a Heur mill, which was operated by a water
wheel, o brewery and a distillery. Its only link with
the outside world was the chausee, a military roua.

During the greater part ol the week the artisans
and craftsmen worked quietly at their benches; the
inerchants and petty traders travelled to the larger
neighboring 1wowns to buy their wares. All eftort
and energy was aimed at cne thing — the "Yarid”.
Cn that day the peasants and farmers of the sur-
rounding area came to lhe market place ol the
town lo sell therr produce and live stock; and to
buy wvarious kinds of merchandise.

The market place was in the center of the town.
[t consisied of stalls and booths. Facing the market
place were the larger stores whose owners consti-
tuted the town's anstccracy. These were the “baale
baatim”. The "Yarid” was a riat of color and noise.
Above the cacophonous din of traders hawking
their wares; calling to prospeclive customers; the
incessant and loud haggling over prices; the neigh-
ing of horses hitched to posts; the cackling of hens
and geese; the braying of donkeys; the grunting of
hogs; and dogs barking; there would Irequently
be heard the sirident voice ol a drunken peasant.
Sometimes he would proclaim his love for the Jews;
al other times he would denounce them and blame
ithem for all the ills of ithe world.

The grim poverty that lurked in every nook and
cranny of the town seemed to disaoppear on ihe
eve ol the Sabbath or cf a holiday. The poorest
and lowliest, somehow. managed to provide for the
Sahbath or holiday. The townspeople always saw
to il that no home shall be left without food on
these accastons.

Rich and poor alike shared their joys and sor-
rows. A wedding, particularly of the relatively well
to-do, was a lestive occasion for the entire town.
Musicians were brought in [rom out of town to
augment the lccal talent. There was music and
dancing in the streets. There was a special feast
for the poorer townspeople who were considered
oo lowly to be invited to the wedding ceremony.
Beggars from lar and near came to the ~Orem
Mohlzeit”, the feast far the poeor.

The "Orem Mohlzeil” was invaricbly accom-

panied by almsgiving. Not to have a large number
of people attend the feast for the poor was a dis-
grace to the “"Baal Simcha™, the host. The story 1s
told that once, on the occasion of the marriage
of the daughter of one of the rich men of the town,
the beggars declared a strike. They refused to at-
tend the “"Ohrem Mohlzeit” because the 'Baal
Simcha's donations were always meager. For the
beggars to stay away from the feast was the height
of humiliation. The strike was settled when the
"Baal Simcha” promised to be more generous to
them in the future.

The birth of a male child was another occcasion
for celebration. Particularly for the litile boys of the
town. The entire "student body” of the “cheder”
led by the “beifer” (rabbi's helper) marched to the
bedside of the "Kimpetcorin' and sang appropriaie
songs. They were rewarded for their eliorts with
cookies and candies - rare delicacies to children
of a small town.

In case of serious illness in « lamily, however
peor, the townspeople went to the Synagogue fo
recite special prayers lor the recovery of the sick
one. The whole lown was siricken wiih grief when
someone died.

There were no amusement places in Our Town.
Occasionally a stray minstrel would wander into
town to reiieve the monotony. Sometimes a small
theatrical company would make g one-night stand.
Inspired by such outside influences and stimulated
by one of the young men or young women, who
at one time or another allended the theaire in a
large aity, the young people of the lown organized
their own theatrical group and rehearsed for weeks
some standard tragedy; and then gave a perfor-
mance which astounded and amazed ail who came
tc see and applaud. Few of the clder people in-
dulged in such enlightened diversion. The older
men, when the day’s travail was over, found their
spiritual release in poring over the tomes of Ancient
Hebrew teachings.

We had no modern, government-suhsidized,
schools in Our Town. As soon as a liitle boy was
old enough tc understand he was sent to the
“"cheder”. There the "dardeke melamed” taught
him, in the traditional manner, how to read the
Bible in the original Hebrew. No boy, no matter how
poor his parents were, was deprived of this ele-
mentary education. The brighter boys went on from
there to the "gemorah™ rabbi. Secular learning, for
those who could aflord it, was obtained from priv-
ate tutors. Somehow there was always available
in Our Town someone who could teach the meore
worldly subjects. In time there grew up, in Our
Town, an “intelligentsia”. Motivated by the spirit
of sharing with the less fortunate ones, the “inielli-
genisia” established a free school where the poorer
children could avail themselves of the opportunity
to acquire an elementary school education.

Our townspeople found escape from their drab,
monoctonous life, always in the shadow of an im-
minent pogrom, by reliving the glories of the ancient
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ELEAZAR and MALKA ECHTMAN, Father and
Mother of Dr. Joseph Echtman and Esther
Rosenberg.

HENRY ROSENBERG. Husband of Esther Ro-
senberg and Father of 1. Arthur Rosenberg
and Frieda Boiner.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Son of Esther Rosenberg
and Brother of Frieda Botner and [. Arthur
Rosenberg.

JACOB oand SARAH CHAZEN, Falher and
Mother of Dave Chazen, Hyman Chazen
and Brandel Sachs.

LOUIS CHAZEN, Husband of Anna Chazen;
Father of Doris Levine; Brother of Dave
Chazen, Hyman Chozen aond Brandel
Sachs,

ICHEL and DEBCRAH ACKERMAN, Father and
Mother of Meyer Ackerman.

SHLOMA uand FEIGA ACKERMAN. Father and
Mother of Irving Ackerman, Sarah Aren-
owitz and Anna Chazen.

AARON JUDAH BARTEL, Husband of Shaindel
Bartel.

MOSHE and PEARL BATT. Falher and Mothe.
of Rachel Baii.

SHIA XRAMER. Father of Frima Berman.

SAMUEL and FANNY BOTNER, Father and
Mother ef Ben Boiner.

DAVID TABAK, Father of Rebecca Dresher.

ZEIDA ond LIFSHA FQOX, Faiher and Mother
of Sam Fox and Israel Fox.

BASIA JANIGER. Wile of Abraham ]Janiger;
Moaother of lda Galler and Morris Janiger.

BERNARD JANIGER, Son of Abraham Janiger,
Brother of Morris Janiger and Ida Galler.

ABRAHAM GALLER, Father of Dr. David Gal-
ler and husband of Ida Galler.

FROIM GOLDBERG, Father of Max Goldberg.
Sol Goldberg and Sarah Zucker.

MOTIA and ESSIE GORDON, Father and Mo-
ther of Alter Gerdon.

NISSON KATZ, Falher of Charles Kaiz.

AARRON and DINAH MILDER, Father and Mo-
ther of Harry Milder, Al Milder and Max
Milder.

NUSEN LANDIS. Father of Jack Landis and
Mariin Landis.

AARON and SIMALIBA BILICEK, Falher and
Mother of Lena Nutkis.

JOSEPH LERNER. Father of Sam lerner and
Philip Lerner.

ISRAEL HALPERN, Father of Emanuel Halpern.

ABRAHAM ond BESSHEBA CHERWITZ, Father
and Maother of Eva Olenodit.

HIRSH POMERANTZ, Falher of Meyer Pomer-
aniz,

ELEAZIR and CHANIA RICHMAN, Father and
Moiher of Pini Richman.

SAMUEL and ESTHER RUBIN, Father and Mo-
ther of Muni Rubin,

MOTEL SACHS, Father of Irving Sachs.

ISRAEL ZALMAN and ETTA FEIGA SHTUL.
Father and Mother of Frank Shtul and
Sarah Sherman.

ABRAHAM SHERMAN., Husband of
Sarah Sherman,

SIMCHA and CHASIA WALDMAN, Father and
Mother of Jacob Waldman.

ELEAZAR KINCHIS, Husband of Malka Kinchis.

TEVIAH KESSELMAN, Father of Philip Kellel-
man.

TEVIAH and GOLDE YACKIRA, Father and
Mother ol Joseph Yackira.

ABRAHAM NISSON BOORDMAN, Father of
D. Boordman.

ISRAEL ond ETTA FRIEDMAN, Father and
Mother of Morris Friedman and Max Fried-
man.

ABRAHAM and BELLA ROSENBERG, Faiher
and Mother of Gershon Rosenberg
NACHMAN SOBEL, Father of Sam Sobel.

MOSHE CHAIM and LEAH SIMON. Father
and Mother of Michael Simon and Ida
Kaplon.

AARRON GELLER, Father of Louis Geller and
Israel Geller.

Sarch




_/4 meddage ﬂ'om Our /Ol'e;sic[enf

To all our members and friends, who join with us to-
night, I extend a hearty welccme. Their presence here to-
night inspires and encourages us to carry on the noble task
to which the Shumsker Relief Society is dedicated.

To the members of the Banquet and Journal Com-
mittees | give my sincerest thanks.

For Mr. and Mrs. David Chazen, who are tendering
to-night’s reception-dinner, we invoke God's blessings that
they and their children may enjoy many years of health
and happiness.

To all who worked and helped; gave their eftort, thei:
time, and of their substance so that others, less fortunate,
may be nourished and restored to health and human dig-
nity, we extend every good wish,

1. ARTHUR ROSENBERG.
President
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Dr. JOSEPH ECBTMAN. oo it dlOnOrary  President

[. ARTHUR ROSENBERG. . ... . o e P ........ .President
HYMAN CHAZEN. .ottt etissses e et ; . Secretary
DAVID CHAZEN s rrereregz R Treasurer
72
![eanrjuef Commitlee
ESTHER ROSENBERG. Honorary Chairman
MORRIS FRIEDMAN, Chairman
ACKERMAN, M. GOLDBERG, JOSFEPH MILDER, AL
ACKERMAN, IRVING GCOCLDBERG, MAX MILDER, HARRY
BARTEL, S. GOLDBERG, SOL MILDER, MAX
BATT, RACHEL GORDON, E. MILDER, SAM
BERGER, CH. GORELICK, Dr. NUTKIS, DAVID
BERMAN, A HALPEREN, E. OLONOFF, E
BOTNER, BEN HERSHFIELD, Mr. POMERANTZ, MAX
CHAZEN, ANNA [ENNIS, MORRIS Rabbi MORDECAI RARIN
CHAZEN, DAVID JONIGER, MCRRIS RICHMAN, P.
CHAZEN, FRIEDA KASSELMAN, PH RUBIN, SAM
DRESHER. REBECCA KATZ, CH. SACHS, IRVING
FOX, SAM LANDIS, JACK SHERMAN, SARAH
FRIEDMAN, MAX LANDIS, JOE SHTUL, FRANK
FURMAN, P. LANDIS, MARTIN SILBERBERG, JACOB
Dr. D. GALLER LERNER. PHILIP STEIN, FRANK
GALLER, IDA LERNER, SAM YACKIRA, JOSEPH
GELMAN, JENNIE MARCUS, SAM ZUCKER, CH.
}ou rha {) € ommillee
1. ARTHUR ROSENBERG IRVING SACHS FRANK SHTUL
HYMAN CHAZEN SAM LERNER BEN BOTNER

PHILIP LERNER SAM RUBIN JOE LANDIS




A frayer

We beseech thee, O Lord, on this eve of
Purim, to deliver the remnant of Israel out of
its misery as you delivered our forefathers from
danger in the days of Mordecai and Esther.
We pray to thee, O Lord, to soften the hearts
and consciences of the Rulers of the World that
they may reopen the gates of Zion and let our
unfortunate brethren return to the land of their
ancestors. We pray to thee, O Lord, to grant
us health, sirength, and the means whereby
we can carry out our holy task to bring aid and
assistance to our surviving brethren; and help

us rescue the Jewish Orphans in Europe. Amen.
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The Journal Committee extends its thanks to our friend, Nathan Sheinman,

whose generous contribution has made possible the publication of this Journal
without commercial advertisements.
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Dedicated to the Rehabilitation of our Surviving Brethren of the L
Town of Shumsk; end to the Rescue of the E

Jewish Orphans of Europe

DINNER-RECEPTION GARFEIN'S

Tendered by ‘ SATURDAY, MARCH SIXTEENTH
Mr. and Mrs. DAVID CHAZEN NINETEEN HUNDRED FORTY-SIX
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