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CONSTITUTION. 

. ARTICLE I 

] Shearitl1 Israel [ ישראלשאריתThe Congregation 
, d title וin New York, heretofore known u11der that style a1 

d become a ווshall be conti11ued under the same 11an1e, a 
. body corporate 

. ARTICLE II 

SEc. 1.-There shall be six* persons elected to serve as 
Trustees, accoruing to the manner and form prescribed 

-cor ווby tl1e "Act of the Legislature providing for the I 
poration of Religious Societies, " to take charge of all the 
temporalities, and of all matters relative to the interior 

. gregation וt of the Co1 ווgovernme 

SEc. 2.-It shall be the duty of the said Trustees to elect 
] Par11ass [ פרנסgst the members of the Board, a ווfrom amo 

Parnassim ], he, or one of tl1em, presidi11g in [ פרנסיםor 
the Board, and possessing all the powers out of it that 

. ted by the laws to be established ווmay be gra 

-Hazan, Sho [ שוחטחזןSEc. 3. -There shall always be a 
-Shamas] chosen by the Congrega [ שמשchet] and 

tion, to perform the services required of them i11 their 
several departments. Subordinate officers to be chose11 

. by the Trustees 
. ARTICLE III 

Torah and [ והפטרותתודחThe fixed prayers, the 
Haphtoroth], shall fo rever be read in the Hebrew language 

 * Amended to 11יי~
~ IJV # 
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Minhag Sephardim], but [ ספרדיםמנהגaccording to the 
the Board of Trustees may, on a public thanksgiving, or 

Haza11] or any [ חוןother special occasion, direct the 
address, sermon, or וother suitable person, to deliver ctl 

. moral lecture, in English 

. ARTICLE IV 

, Parnassim] may [ פרנסיםParnass] or [ פרנסThe 
at all times, cause any offender or offenders against this 

r any of the laws of this Congregation, to be וס,Constitutio1 
. such manner as may hereafter be provided וished i1 וpu1 

. ARTICLE V 

agogue and burying places shall ever וSEc. 1.-The Sy1 
be the joint property of all Israelites who are, or may 
hereafter become, electors of this Congregation ; and the 

r shut up, by any ס, same shall never be sold, mortgaged 
y of וperson or persons under their authority; nor shall a1 

gregation רthe leases of that part of the property of this Co1 
Beth Haim], now on lease, be [ חייםביתadjoining the 

. twenty-one years וrenewed for a longer term tha1 

, SEc. 2.-Should the Board ofTrustees deem it necessary 
or co11ducive to the interest of the Congregation, to dispose 

, y other real estate, they shall cause the electors וof a1 
residing ""·ithin the jurisdiction of the Corporation of this 
City, to be duly notified, by written or pri11ted notices, at 
least one week previous to :holding said meeting, stating 

-the object thereof, to assemble at the usual place of meet 
-ing, or such other place as they may appoint, when two 

g shall be co11sidered רt agreei1 וthirds of the members prese1 
. a majority 



ARTICLE vr. 
This Congregatio11 shall forever be supported by the 

sale or taxation of seats in tl1e Sy11agogue, and by free-will 
gs; but no poll or income tax shall ever be assessed וזofferi 

. on the members of this Congregation 

ARTICLE VII. 

-LON סWl1ereas, by the last vvill and testament of MYER P 
gregatio11 for the express וIES, a legacy was left to this Co1 

purpose of establishing a Hebre"'' school, it shall therefore 
be the duty of the Board of Trustees to form such school 

-u11der some suitable teacher or teachers, with such regula 
s as they may think proper; and that a free-will offering וזtio 

-may be made in Synagogue for the benefit of such establish 
. ment in such man11er as the Trustees may direct 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Whereas, there is established i11 this Congregatio11 a 
Hebra Hased Va Amet], the same is [ ואמתחסךחכרח

. hereby recog11ized 1111der its present constitution and la>vs 

. RTICLE IX \! 

person shall hereafter be an elector unless duly סN 
. q11alified agreeable to the act of i11corporation 

ARTICLE X. 

It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees to en­
force, by law, the paymer1t of all mopeys due to this Con­
gregation, arisi11g in any manner whatsoever, within three 
months after the same shall accrue. And it is hereby 
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expressly understood, that all fi11es, ar1s111g from default 
1ded in this 1ןnder this Constitution a11d By-Laws, are incl ן

. article 

ARTICLE XI. 

r amendme11t, shall ס, SEc. 1.-No alteration, addition 
-ever be made to this Constitutio11, but in ma1111er follow 

ing, that is to say: 'vhe11ever seve11 electors of tl1is Co11-
-r ame11d ס, gregatio11 shall deen1 a11 alteration, addition 
-ment, necessary, they may apply in writing to the Presi 

de11t of the Board of Trustees fo1· the time beit1g, stati11g 
additio11, or amer1dme11t, whose וו,the proposed alteratio 

dut)' it shall be to convene the electors within fifteen days 
' after such application, givi11g them at least ten days 

e co11tai11ed the כlall וvritten or printed notice, in which sl \ 
alteratio11, addition, or amendment, proposed; at \vl1ich 

thirds of the electors residi11g \vithi11 tl1e ס-n1eeti11g, t\v 
limits of tl1is city shall be requisite to form a quorum; that 
a final decision shall not the11 take place, but a seco11d 

, e called and held, vvithin one mo11tl1 after כlmeeting shall 
-a11d in like ma11ner as t!1e first, at vvhich time the proceed 

ings of the former meeting shall be taken up and fi11ally 
rt1m, as סthirds of such qu ס-decided on; provided, t\v 

-aforesaid, vote for such alteratio11, addition, or ame11d 
. ment 

SEc. 2.-And should the President of the Board of 
Trustees refuse or 11eglect to co11vene the electors in man-
11er and form as aforesaid, tl1at then the said seven elect­
ors may, thereupon, exercise the duty enjoined 011 the 
Preside11t by this article, anything co11tai11cd i11 this co11-
stitutio11 to the co11trary not\vithsta11ding. 
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BY-LAWS 

01' THE 

CONGREGATION. 

לאישרתישאר
[Shearith Israel] . 

ARTICLE I. 

-SEc. 1.-Whereas by the third section of the "Act pro 
viding for the Incorporation of Religious Societies, " the 
Congregation are empo\vered to elect six trustees, it is 
hereby declared, that the trustees so elected u11der the 

, authority of the charter, and agreeable to the Constitution 
shall choose from amo11g tl1eir members one or two 

-Parnass [ פרנסיםParnass] or [ פרנסperso11s to serve as 
i1n] for 011e year, after \Vhich time, he or they shall be 

-eligible to a re-election, but not subj ect to a fi11e . for re 
-fusing to accept said office for three years from the ex 
, piration of the time for which he or they were elected 
] Parnassim [ פרנסיםParnass] or [ פרנסand that such 
-shall be chosen annually, after the first election for trus 

 tees: and should the person orpersons so chose11 asפרנס
n] refuse to serve, he or זParnassi [ פרנסיםParnass] or [ 

they shall pay a fine of twenty-five dollars. The senior 
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Parna55] 5hall be pre5ident of the Board of Tru5-[ פרנס

Parna55] vacate hi5 5eat a5 [ פרנסtee5, but 5hould 5aid 
doing be deemed to have vacated 5ס tru5tee, he 5hall by 

.] Par11a55 [ פרנסhi5 office of 

-Parna55] 5hall have a 5uper [ פרנסSxc. 2.-The acting 
lHazan ושמששזחטחזןintendi11g power over the 

Shochet and Shama5], and any other officer or officer5 
-that may be appointed or elected, a11d 5ee that they faith 
: fully perform their dutie5 according to their several co11 

tract5 with the Board of Tru5tees; and should either of 
thern appear deficient in the di5charge of hi5 duty, he 5hall 

-vho 5hall im י\, report the 5ame to the Board of Tru5tee5 
-mediately take cogniza11ce thereof, and proceed a5 here 

. after prescribed 

Parnas5] shall have the [ פרנסSEc. 3.-The acting 
n סpower at hi5 di5cretion to cau5e to be given to any per5 

vhom he may deem an object of י.-, profe55ing ]udai5m 
. charity, any 5um not exceeding five dollar5 

Sxc. 4.-He 5hall have the power to call a meeting of 
the said Congregation whenever he deem5 it neces5ary, and 
it 5hall be his duty 50 to do, when required by a majority 
of the Board of Tru5tee5, or on the application of seven 

r5; he 5hall po55e5s the right of voti11g a5 a member סelect 
, of this Congregation, a5 well a5 of the Board of Tru5tee5 

n at a סbe entitled, in ca5e of an equal divi5i סand 5hall al5 
. te ס'\ meeting of either, to give his casting 

ARTICLE II. 

 Sxc. 1.-If any person or persons insult theפרנס
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Par11ass] whiJe in discharge ofhis duty, or transgress the [ 
laws ofthis Congregation i11 any way whatever, he or they 

-shall be cited to appear before the Board of Trustees, with 
-i11 fifteen days after such offence shall have been com 

 mitted, who shall appoint a chair1nan, (the actingפרנס
Parnass] as head of the Congregation i11 either case being [ 

the prosecutor) whicl1 said Board of Trustees shall proceed 
r they be found סto the trial of the accused, and if he 

gt1ilty, that they be, and are hereby empowered, to impose 
on said offender or offenders, and each of them, a fine not 

. ht1ndred and fifty dollars ס-exceeding tw 

SEc. 2.-If any person or persons interrupt the service 
rship at any place, i11 a11y סVhen assembled for divi11e vv \ 
Parnass] shall comma11d [ פרנסmanner vvhatever, tl1e 

r persons persist, he shall cause סorder; and ifsuch perso11 
. the offenders to be removed tl1erefrom 

Parnass] shall also possess [ פרנסSEc. 3. -The acti11g 
the power, and it shall be his duty, by and with the advice 
and conse11t of a majority of the Board of Trustees i1z all 
cases where they ca11 be convened, to designate the ground 

 in theחייםבית ] Beth Haim] and in theשניחייםבית
Beth Haim Shanee] for the in terri11g of a11 y deceased [ 

member of this Co11gregation, or of a11y stranger professing 
udaism, i1z such man1ier as may be prescribed, and that ] 

when said Board of Trustees ca11not be conveniently 
-assembled, then, and i11 such case, such power may be exer 
. Parnass] solely and exclusively [ פרנסcised by the said 

. AR TICLE III 

The President of the Board of Trustees shall cause the 
electors to be notified to attend all elections for Trustees 
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the first volume of רוd form as prescribed i רזin manner a 
the revised laws of the State of New York, page three 

. hundred and thirty-six 

ARTICLE IV. 

SEc. 1.-It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees 
r appoint annually, out of their own body, or from סto elect 

s to serve as רוthe members of the Co11gregation, two perso 
Hatanim ], and should the perso11 or persons so [ חתנים

, appointed or elected, or either of them, refuse to serve 
they and each of them shall be subject to a fine of twenty 

d further, that the said persons so appointed or רזdollars; a 
writing of ווelected shall have at least fifteen days' notice i 

 such appointment, or election, previous toחשבהראש
l{osh Hashanah] and should no answer be returned within ( 

five days after the delivery of such notice, such silence 
; as an acceptance of said office רוshall be deemed and take 

eglect to send רוor persons so elected רוand if the perso 
g, he or they shall pay a ווswer, and decline servi רוsuch a 

t ווfine of forty dollars, and the Trustees shall then appoi 
two other perso11s to fill said office, but the persons so as 
aforesaid last appointed, shall not be subject to a fi11e for 

. decli11ing to serve 

titled to carry רוHatanim] sha!l bee [ חתניםSEc. 2.-The 
 theספרים ] Sepl1arim] on the first day ofח·~נחראש

H a z a 11] a t [ חזןRosh Hashanah], and attend the [ 
-Sephar [ ספריםMoosaph], the two first [ מוסףthe 
-Se [ ספריםKipur] night, the two first [ כפורi m] on 

Hoshang11a Rabah]. and the [ רכהחושענאpharim] on 
Torah [ ת 1שמךחורהSepl1arim] on [ ספריםtwo first 
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] Mitzvoth [ מצותSimhot] and also the distribution of the 
ס n each of their respective days; and should not theפרנס

Parnass] or either of the Trustees be in Synagogue on [ 
any day of worahip, it shall then be the duty of the 

Segan], and to [ סגןHatanim] to officiate as [ חתנים

-Par [ פרנסexercise the duties attached to tl1e ofnce of 
] Hatan Torah [ 11חורהחתןass] during that time: the 

. to have seniority 

, Hatanim] so elected or appointed [ חתניםSEc. 3.-The 
and accepting and serving, shall be exempt from fines for 
non-acceptance of any other office to which they or either 
of them may be appointed or elected during tl1e year of 

.] Hatani1n [ חתניםsuch service as 

11 

ARTICLE V. 

SEc. 1.-Electors shall have the preference of being 
Sephar Torah] and be entitled to all [ ס"חcalled to the 

Mitzvoth]; and should .any stra11ger attend the place [ מצות

Parnass] shall be at [ פרנסof divine worship, the acting 
Sephar Torah], and give [ ח"סliberty to call him to tl1e 

. Mitzva] as he may deem proper [ מצרהhim any other 

SEc. 2.-An elector, the a11nual commemoration of the 
Shabat] or on [ שנחdeath of whose parents faJli11g on a 

Sepha1·] is taken out, shall [ ספרother day on which a ןan 
Sephar Torah]; and [ ח"סon that day be called to the 

n ס. Yahr Zeit] fall on any day [ פיארtצייshould the 
t taken out, then he shall be סנ.:גl Sephar] is ספרwhich a 

Sephar Torah] on the first succeeding [ ת"סcalled to the 
. Sabbath thereafter, holy days and festivals excepted 



elector having a son born, shall be entitled וSEc. 4.-Ar 
s above וto all the aforesaid rights, (with the exceptior 
 stated), on theשכח ] Shabat] preceding theכרית

.] 13erith [ 

arriage of מגSEc. 3.-An elector \vhen married, or on the 
a son, if not of the age of t\venty-one, or on the marriage 

 lof a daughter, shall have the distriכ ution of all theמצות
Shabat] of such marriage [ שנתMitzvoth] on the enst1i11g [ 

, joying the same וto any person not disqualified for e1 
Shabat] succeeding such [ שכתprovided that on the 

marriage, it does not fall 011 an)' holy day or festival, i11 
Hatan] shall be entitled to be called [ חתןwhich case the 

.] Sephar Torah [ תודחספךto the 

shall be גז,r כlסg a daughter וגSEc. 5.-An elector havi 
n ס] Sephar Torah [ ת"םentitled to be called to the 

at] succeeding the birth, and also on כlSha [ שכחthe first 
, Shabat] of his wife's attendi11g synagogue [ שכחthe first 

after the birth of a son or daughter, holy days and festivals 
. excepted 

Minya11] he [ מניןSEc. 6.-An elector having a son 
d his son shall both be entitled to be called to the וar 

] Shabat [ שכת,on the succeedi11g ו]Sephar Toral [ ת"ם
, ld so happe11 that the birthday was on גt סu11less it sh 
] Rosh I-Iashanah, Ereb Kipur [ ז'ארl--כפור,ערבחשנח

Bar Minyan] shall be [ מניןכרr a festival; in that case the ס

-g festi וcalled in his own right on the immediate ensui1 
val or holy day; provided always, that in case of the birth 

Mi11ya11] of [ מניןof a son or daughter, or the coming of 
Yahr Zeit] of an elector, he [ צייטואךa son, or the 
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ce from וL Parnass], and in his abse1 פרנסnotifies the acting 
Haza11] in due time: and it is hereby [ חi ןthe city the 

understood and declared, that a '\-Vritte11 or verbal notice 
Hazan] of such [ חזןParnass] or [ פרנסgiven to the 

r after the closing סevent, previous to the commencing 
divine service, on the eveni11g preceding thereof, shall be 
considered due 11otice, and should it so happen that more 

 than one person become entitled to distribute theמצות
Mitzvoth] on the same day, then it shall be the duty of [ 

, te the same to them וParnass] to distribt [ פרנסthe acting 
. in such manner as he may deem proper 

ARTICLE VI. 

ne years, and ·סEvery male person of the age of twenty 
-upwards, professing Judaism, and residing, or having re 

sided within the limits of the Corporation of the City of 
-New York, and does not sign the Constitution and By 
-lavvs, within three months after the adoption and ratifica 

tion thereof, or within three months after the retur11 of 
such person or persons who were absent at the time of its 
adoption, he or they shall be barreu of, and from having 

, or enjoying any of the rights, benefits and immunities 
for during, and until the expiration of, three months after 

. inK the same ווsig 
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. ARTICLE VII 

SEc. 1. It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees 
g, to make and renew all contracts withi11 וfor the time bei1 

their cognizance, with the officers of this Congregation, i11 
such manner as they may deem proper and conducive to 

. the interest thereof 



ver to regulate all ס>SEc. 2.-They shall have the p 
offerings to be made in Synagogue, not herein provided 

. for 
SEc. 3.-It shall be their duty to appoint annually a 

suitable person to keep a book for all offerings in the 
Synagogue, and in the absence of the book-keeper so 

 appointed, it shall be the dt1ty of the actingפרנס
Parnass] to appoint a proper person to ]{eep a separate [ 

book, who shall deliver an account of the same, with all 
. er כco11venient speed, to said book-kee1 

SEc. 4.-It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees 
to cause an Annual Meeting of the Congregation to be 

 held, which meeting will take place in the mo11th of*אייר
Iyar] on such day as the Trustees may designate; at [ 
vhich time the Trustees shall lay before the electors a full > 

ts, and also report all ונa11d correct statement of their accou 
resolutions of their Board intended to have the effect of 
laws; and if such resolutions be ·adopted they shall have 
the force and effect and form part of these By-Jaws, a11y 

. thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding 

ARTICLE VIII. 

ln order further to promote solemnity and order duri11g 
rship, without which, prayers ca11not סthe time of our '.V 

 be acceptable to ALMIGHTY Gעס :

SEc. 1.-It is hereby declared, that every member of 
this Congregation shall, previous to the singing of any 

Hazan] shall [ חזןtil the ונpsalm or prayer, remain silent u 

iescence of the זבNOTE BY THE CLERK.-By generaJ consent and acq * 
y years have been held in the םual Meetings for ma םCongregation, the An 

.] 5625 , month of October. [TEBET 
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, ich the same is to be su11g גsignify the to11e or key i11 wl 
and those who are so inclined may then join therein, with 

 an equal voice, but neither higher or louder than theחזן
.] Hazan [ 

SEc. 2.-That no children, of either sex, under the age 
of three years, be admitted in Synagogue uooer any 

 pretence "vhatsoever, except in cases ofמילחברית
d Beerchat Gomel] or the גar [ גומלוכרכת] Berith l'vlilah [ 

nami11g of a child, and that all childre11 of the female sex be 
confi11ed to that part of the Synagogue appropriated for 

. females 

SEc. 3.-That all umbrellas and canes, excepti11g ca11es 
carried by lame persons, shall be left at the door, and that 
all garments taken off shall be deposited in the free seats 
near the door, unless the owners tl-1ereof put them in their 

. own seats 

-SEc. 4. That any person or persons leaving the Syna 
gogue shall retire in a quiet and orderly manner, and 

-avoid goi11g out together, or in bodies, a11d more particu 
Torah] and [ תודחlarly duri11g the reading of the 

Haphtorah ], and that if any person or persons [ חפטרח

shall act contrary to this law, they and each of them shall 
be co11sidered as havi11g committed an offence, and 

. gly ווpunished accordi 

ARTICLE IX. 

That all applications to have the name or names of any 
deceased person or persons recorded in a book to be kept 
for that purpose by the clerk of this Co11gregation, for the 
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Haschcabah] shall be inade to [ .חשבנהprivilege of an 
the Board of Trustees, a majority of whom shall decide on 
the same, and if granted, they shall charge tl1erefor, for 
the benefit of this Congregation, the sum of tV1relve dollars 

. and fifty cents 
ARTICLE X. 

It is also declared, that all and every person or persons 
, who shall have been considered of the ] ewish persuasion 

resident within the limits of the Corporation of the City 
of New York, that do not commune with us under the 

-stitution a11d By-laws now established, shall be assess וCo1 
ed and charged by the Board of Trustees ten dollars per 

t 1סו annum, and in case of refusal to pay the same, shall 
, be entitled to any of the rights, benefits and immunities 

granted to the electors and members thereof, u11til he or 
they shall have paid up his or their arrearages, and the 

. consent of the Board of Trustees had thereto 

. ARTICLE XI 

Sepharim] deposited in the Synagogue [ ספריםAll 
,] Parnass [ פרנסshall be under the direction of the acting 

 and no person ( owning aספר ] Sephar] orספרים
titled to any exclusive riR"ht of the וSepharim]) shall be e1 [ 

. same in Synagogue 

. ARTICLE XII 

at the וIt is hereby further declared and established, tl 
foregoing laws shall be permanent, and not subject to any 
alteration, addition, or amendment, except in the manner 
prescribed in case of amendments to the Constitution, in 

. the eleventh article thereof 
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AMENDMENTS 
TO 

BY-LAWS, 
Adopted and Ratified 31st july and 4th September, 1836. 

WHEREAS, the Act of the Legislature of the State of 
New York, passed 27th day of March, 1801, pro·1ides 

, y Church, Co11gregation וגThat 110 person belongi1ig to a " 
or Society, ·intended by the third section of this Act, shall 
be entitJed to vote at any election succeeding the first 

-until he shall have been a stated attenda11t on divine wor 
ship in the said Church, Congregatio11, or Society, at least 
one year before such election, and shall have contributed 

-to the support of the said Church, Congregation, or Soci 
ety, according to the usages and customs thereof, a11d that 
the clerk to the said Trustees shall keep a register of the 
11ames of all such persons as shall desire to become stated 
hearers in the said Church, Congregatio11, or Society, and 

; shall therein note the time when such request was made 
-and the said clerk shall attend all such subsequent elec 

tions, in order to test the qualifications of such electors, in 
case tl1e same should be questioned." And whereas, it 
appears that the said section of the law only applies to 
those already belonging to tl1e Congregation as members 

-thereof, and as it is prudent that some law should be es 
-tablished to admit persons as members of this Congrega 

tion who may thi11k proper to apply, in order to qualify 
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them for electors, as provided by the said Act of the 
, Legislature, therefore 

1. REsOLVED, That any of the Sons of Israel, being of 
-the age of 21 years and upwards, desirous of being a mem 

ber of this Congregation, and having also resided i11 the 
City of New York for at ·least twelve months, next and 
immediately precedi11g his application, and contributed 
during the same time a sum not less than te11 dollars, shall 

n signature to the President of גס''address a lette1· u11der his 
the Board of Trustees, at least thirty days previous to a 

e גmeeting of the electors, stating his request so to becon 
ber; and it s.hall be the duty of the clerk to notjfy מוa me 

the electors, i11 the 11otices issued to them to attend any 
bership are to be גmeetjng at which candidates for merr 

-balloted for, of the names of all applicants for, such mem 
. bership 

2. REsOLVED, That it shall be the duty of the President 
, of the Board of Trustees, at the meeting of the Electors 
-to lay any application he may have received for member 
-ship before the Electors then assembled, who shall imme 

diately proceed to ballot by white and black balls; a11d 
it shall reqt1ire at least two-thirds of the baJls deposited 

-in the box to b.e white to admit the applicant to member 
ship, who, on signi11g the constitution and laws, shall be 

, considered belonging to the Congregation Shearith Israel 
and by the11 conforming to the provisions of the Act for 
lncorporating R.eligious Societies, will become an Eleclor 

. in the man11er prescribed by the said Act 

3. RESOLVED, That any of the Sons of Israel, sons of 
-those who are, or who 'vere at the time of their death, elec 
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tors of this Congregation, arriving at the age of twenty-one 
years and upwards, and not belonging to any other Co11-
gregation in this City, may become members, on requiring 

-their names to be registered in the book kept for that pur 
pose by the Clerk, and by signing the constitution and 

-laws, and conforming to the Act for Incorporating Relig 
-ious Societies, will become an elector in the man11er speci 

. fied in said Act 

4. REsOLVED, That any perso11 marrying contrary to 
our Religious laws, or renouncing ]udaism, shall not be 

. considered an elector or member of this Congregation 

That any elector absent, without paying 5,ס. REsOLVE 
t the rate of ten dollars ~ for a seat, or having contributed 

per a11num, during his absence, shall forfeit his right as an 
elector, and in case he returns \Vithout having co11formed 
to this regt1lation, he must conforn1 to the rule for the 
admission of members, prescribed by the lst or 3d of 

become י>כthese resolutions, before he can again be eligible 
. an elector 

6. RESOLVED, and it is hereby declared, that the 
Usages and Customs" of this Congregation, as re'quired " 

-of the electors by the la\v I11corporating Religious Socie 
, ties, are, the leasing and payi11g for a seat in Sy11agogue 

or contributi11g to the support of the Congregation a11 
. annual payment of not less than te11 dollars 

7. RESOLVED, That no person shall be an elector of 
this Congregation, bei11g, at the same time, a11 Elector of 

. a11y other Co11gregation in this City 

LVED, That a quorum at all Co11gregatio11al 8ס. REs 
Meetings, 11ot otherwise provided for, shall consist of not 

. less than twenty electors 
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE TRUSTEES 

RELATIVE TO THE CEMETERY ON LONG ISLAND 

OF THE 

20 

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL. 

, f the Lcgisla ture of t h e State of New York סCh ar tered by act 

. 5613 - 1853 

: 1852 , 27 A PRIL 

That whe11ever the interment of a married ,סLvE סREs 
elector, or the wife of a11 elector, shall take place in the 

-gregation on Long Island, a reser וCemetery of this Co1 
vation of the space of one adult grave 11ext adjoining shall 
be made. A11d on the interment of any perso11, other than 

, an elector, or the wife of a11 elector, a similar reservation 
on application, may be made by permission of the 
Trustees. But nothing herei11 contained shall be construed 
to authorize i11terments in said Cemetery otherwise than in 
regular rows, as commenced and now practiced, without 

. the consent of the Trustees, except as hereinafter provided 

LVED, That the Trustees will hereafter, in all cases סREs 
of interment in the Cemetery on Long Island, make a 

. charge of five dollars for grave digging and filling 

RESOLVED, That the portion of the Burial Ground be­
longing to the Congregatio11 on Lo11g Island, situated west 



of the ki1oll, be laid out, under the direction of the Com­
mittee on Burial Grounds, in plots of sufficient size to 
contain not less than five adult graves. 

gt1e of סLVED, That any seat holder in the Synag סREs 

this Congregation not married co11trar}' to our religious 
-laws, shall have, on the payment of such sum as the Trus 

tees may determine, the privilege of interment exclusively 
within such plot, as he or she may, with the co11sent of 
the said Trustees, select, for a11y number of perso11s 11ot 

1t1n1ber of adult graves וrequiring greater space than the 
all רsl ,·נ i11 the plot so selected. Which privilege, howeve 

case be exercised unless such seat holder, or other סרוin 
-person, shall, at the time of decease, be entitled to i11ter 

n1ent in the burial ground of the Congregation vvithout 
. ce to the payment of the consideration aforesaid רוrefere 

REsOLVED, That by the allowance of the privilege, as 
before provided, the "frustees do not reli11qt1ish the whole 
or any part of their control or authority over said plots 

-of ground as the property of the Congregatio11, or surren 
g רוder or qualify their right of maki11g charge for breaki 
-vv authorized by law, or of refL1sing permis 11ס ground as 

t1gh claimed under the payme11t סsion for any interme11t, th 
. as aforesaid 

RESOLVED, That the privilege alloV1·ed to any seat holder 
under the foregoing resolutions shall, after decease, descend 
to the 11ext of kin, bt1t with the same conditions, restric­
tions, qualifications and requireme11ts, as are contained i11 
said resolutions, and continue until the plot be filled, or no 
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·as originally ~ 11ext of kin of the person to whom the same 
. ed remain 'ס~all 

LvED, That parties availi11g themselves of the סREs 
s, a11d payi11g בוprivilege offered by the foregoing resolutio 

-tl1e amount required, may, u11der such regulations a11d re 
-strictions as the .Trustees shall prescribe, enclose and orna 

ment their plots, and place thereo11 such TOMBS AND 
INSCRIPTIONS, APPROVED BY THE TRUSTEES, as they may desire 

-a11d such plots shall be kept in proper order at the ex -
 pense of the parties to whom the same may 11ave bee1ו

. allotted 

RESOLVED, That should at any time interments be pro­
hibited by legal authority i11 any plots the privilege of 
interments wherein shall have been allowed u11der the 
foregoing resolutions, the Trustees will not refu11d a11y 
portion of the original consideration money paid by any 
party, or be responsible for damages in consequence 
thereof. 

NovEMBER 1, 1865: 

RESOLVED, That no interment be made in plots \vhere 
the parties to whom they have been allotted are not seat 
holders, without the consent of the Trustees. 

 AuGusז 27 , 1876 :

-REsOVED, That when application is made for an i11ter 
ment and the person claiming- the right thereto is at the 
time of such application indebted to the Congregation either 
for offerings, or for seats in advance, a permit for such 
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til such indebtedness shall וte1·111e11t shall not be given u1 ווi 
. have been paid 

LVED, That in all cases the charges for grave digging סREs 
d the perquisites for opening a grave shall be paid ווa 

. nit is given וbefore a per 

: 1892 , 3 BER סזOc 

, RESOLVED, That from a11d after the first of }anuary next " 
Plotholders will be charged with the sum of Five Dollars 
per a11num, and single graves other than in Plots with the 

e Dollar per annum, payable on }anuary first 01ו s11m of 
in each and every year in advance, for the keeping of such 
Plots and graves in good order; which amount will be 
collected by the Trustees, and the monies thus collected 

ill be expended under the personal supervision of the '\\ 
Burial Ground Committee in li'eu oj' any payment heretoj'ore 

". j'or such care yזmade lo the Keeper oj' tJie Cemete 
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: 1893 , 1 MAY 

WHEREAs, By a resolution of the Trustees passed Tishri 
13, 5653, Oct. 3, 1892, Plotholders in the Cemetery of the 

on LonR Island are charged with the sum of וCongregatio1 
, $5.00 per a11num, for keeping their Plots in good order 
, and to more effectively carry out said Resolution, now 

therefore, be it 

terme11t shall be made גוRESOLVED, That, hereafter, no i " 
gregation on Long וy Plot in the Cemetery of the Co1 וin a1 

-til all asses גIsland, either 'conditionally ' or otherwise, ur 
, ments, charges or accumulations against the said Plot 



accrL1i11g by virtue of the Resolution of the Trustees herei11-
before mentioned, a11d remaini11g due and unpaid at the 
time said i11terment is sought to be made, shall have been 
liquidated and discharged." 

NovE~IBER 7, 1892: 

The Committee on Burial Grou11ds recommend to the 
Board of Trustees for its adoption, the following pla11 for 
the proper care and improvement of the Cemetery of our 
Co11gregation, located 011 Long Isla11d. 

F i'rsf/y: Tl1e creation of a Fund to be called "The Per­
petual Cemetery Improvement Fund of the Congregation 
Sheari th Israel. " 

Seco1zdly: 1'he Fund shall be created and maintai11ed as 
follows : Any plotholder, or the heirs or successors of a 
deceased plotholder, or anyo11e desiring to keep in order 
any grave or graves in the Cemetery of the Congregatio11, 
can contribute or bequeath to such Fu11d, any amount not 
less than the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100. 00). * The 
sum of $5.00t as interest for each One Hundred Dollars so 
contributed or bequeathed will be expended i11 each a11d 
every year in perpetuity to\vards the necessary care of each 
plot (not over 16x25) grave or graves. 

Thi'rd{>·: A separate and special account shall be l(ept 
for all monies so 1·eceived, either by contribution or 
bequest, and said Fund shall be kept in trust by said 

* Amended Febrary 1, 1 899, to $150.00. 

t Amended February 1, 1899, to $3.50. 
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Congregation, exclusively for the use and purpose of said 
. d וPerpetual Fu1 

rl}ily: It is understood that no charge shall be made וFoi 
ance of plots, grave or graves to וזfor the care or mainte 

-d, as required by a resoltt וthe contributors of the said Fu1 
. 1892 , 3 . of the Board of Trustees passed Tishri 13, 5653, Oct 

t1nd סזFiflhly: It shall be the duty of the Burial G 
d graves that are ווCommittee to supervise all plots a 

ed by contributions or bequests, and see that such '\\סend 
terest arising from the investment of said perpetual Fund וi1 

. atecl וis properly expended for the purpose desigr 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE ELECTORS. 

: 5624-1863 , 9 BER זNovE:r. 

ever a Special Meeting of the וזe וRESOLVED, That wl 
electors is called for a special purpose, and a statement of 
such purpose is specified i11 the call for said meeting, no 

dt1ced and acfed upon without סother matters shall be i11tr 
. to all the electors ווdue notice thereof being give 
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RELIGIOUS INCORPORA TIONS. 

AN ACT 
, elfgfous Socfetfes 1'1 ז e 'l!ncorporatfon of כle for t סrovf נto tז

, 1813 , Passed April 5th 

. 292 . SESS!O:"I 36, CI-IAPTER 60, 3d REVISED S ·rATUTES, p 

). Sections 1 and 2 not applicable ( 

ACTED, That it shall be אOther rellg!ous § 3. AND BE IT FURTHER E 
:;e"d.1' 0'v la \vful for the male persons of full age, belonging to any ~~~~~ t?c 

r ס, other cburch, congregation, or religious society now 
-hereafter to be, established in thi s State, not already in 

rated, to assemb1e at the cbt1rch, meeting-house, or סcorp 
, other place where they statedly attend for divine worship 

ber of discreet וand by plnrality ofvoices, to elect any nun 
r society, not less ס, persons of their church, congregation 

e i11 1111mber, as trustees, to זגtha11 three, nor exceedi11g ni 
-d property belo11ging there בitake the cha rge of the estate a 

to, and to transact all afJairs relative to the temporalities 
thereof; and tha t at such election every male person of full 

-1ch church, co11gre ןage, who has statedly v:orsh iped with s 
en considered as ~ ciety, and h as formerly b סgation, or s 

elonging thereto, shall be entitlecl to vote, and thc said כl 
clection shall be conducted as fo\lows: the mi11ister of such 

r ס, f his death סchurch, congregation, or society, or in case 
r ס, r deacons, church '\:vardens ס,!! absence, one of tbe elder 

vestrymen thereof, and for " ·ant of such officers, any other 
, person being a member or a stated hearer in such church 
-r society, sha\l publicly notify the congre ס, congregation 
-lace where, the said elec כe when, and the J וgation ofthe tin 

tion shall be held, at least fifteen days before the day of 
electio11; that thc said 11otification shall be given fo1· t'vo 

-ccessive sabbaths or days 011 which such church, congre דst 
gation, church, 01· society shall statedly meet for public 
worsbip, preceding the day of election; that on thesaid day 
of election, two of tbe elders, or church wardens, and if 
there be no such officers, then two of the members of said 

-cicty, to be nominated by ama סcburch, congregation, or s 
, jority ofthe men1bers prescnt, shall preside at suchelection 
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-otes of the electors, be the j11dges of the qualifi זreceive the 
cations of s11cJ1 electors, a11d the officers to return the names 

rality or voices, shall be elected רns 'vho, by plt .:ג of the pers 
-to serve as trustees for the said church, congrcgation, 01· so 

ing officers sba11, in1mediately םciety ; and tbe said retur 
thereafter, certify, unde1· their hands aud seals, the names 

, of the persons elected to serve as trustees for s11ch church 
r סcongregation, or society, in v.·bicll ce1·tificate the name 

stees, 1:tnd their successors sha11 דtitle by "rhich the said tri 
ticularly ·tג e called and kno"•n, shaJI be pr 1כ rever thereafter מf 

entioned and described ; \vhich said certificate, being ט.ו

-proved or ackno,vJedged as abovc directed, sha!l be record 
ed as aforesaid; and such ti·ustees, and thei1· successors, shall 

rporate, by סalso thereupon byvirt11eofthis act, be a body c 
e clerk רthe name or title expressed in such certificate; and tl 

-of every cu11nty, for recording every certificate of incorpor 
f the סFees atio11 by virtuc of this act, shaJI be entitled to se,·enty-fi ,-c 

. e1·k וCounty Q cents, and no more. 

e נf tl סACTED, Tbat the Trusteesof Po\\·e1·s אDE IT FURTHER E 4מא. A. § 
:.e s 0 f ~ riicsh ~ e,·ery chu1·ch, congregation, or society, he1·ein above 1nen- 6 

all respectively have and use וtionetl, and their successors, s1 
non seal, and may rene,,· and a1ter the same at their זn זa co 

d e1upowered to talce ווy authorized a 1נeasu1·e, and areherel כן
-e tempo1·alities be וto tbeir possession and custody all tJ ווi 

ether וngregatio11 or society, V\"l סlonging to s11ch church, c 
the same consist of real or personal estatc, and ''•hether 
the same shall have been given, granted or devised, dircctly 
to such ch11rcl1, congregation 01· society, or to any other 

eir use; and also by their corporate name or וperson for tl 
titJe, to sne and be s11ed in all courts oflaw or equity, and 
to recover, J10Jd and enjov aJI the debts, demands, rights 
and pri;,ileges, and alJ churches, meeting-houses, parsonagcs 
and burying places, with the appurtenances, and all estates 

-belongi11g to such chu1·ch, congregation or society, in 'vhat 
soever manne1· the same may ba ve been acq11ired, or in whose 

e soever the saine may be heJd, as fully and amply as if רnan 
the right or title thereto had origi11ally been vested in the 
said ti·ustees; and also to purchase a11d hold other real and 

, ve the same סr כd to demise, lease and in11 וגestate, a נaperson 
r society, or other סfor the use of such church, congt"egation 

11nl estate of any סas the ""'"'hole real and pcrs סs uses, s וt סpi 
-sucb church, congregation or society, other than the corpo 

i ~~ nt a°iii ~~ ned t:O:I1z גration of the mi11isters, elders and _deacons of the Refor 
. ty of Ne"· York, and the income גP1·otesta11t Dutch Church of the C 
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First Presbyterian Cburch of the City of New York, and thc 
rcctor, church wardens and vestrymen ofSt. George's Church 
in the City of Ne\v York, and of the minister, elde1·s and 
deacons of the Reformed Dntch Church in the City of 

nual value or income of ווy, sball not exceed the a ווAlba 
s; and of the said corporations of the ו·three thousand dolla 

ministers, elders and deacons of the Reformed Protesta11t 
t1al value or מr Ne\v York, the an סDutch Church ofthe City 

-nd of the said First Pres .ם; ine thousa11d dollars בוf סe income of income נT1 
byterian Church ofthe City ofNew York, the ann11al value ~ ;:; ~ n'a ~ dC ~ r ~~ c ג~

ited. or i11come of six thousand dollars; and of the said rector, 
church wardens and vestrymen of St. George's Church in 

nual value or income of six םthe City of New York, the a 
tho11sand dollars; and of the minister, elders and deaccns 
ofthe Reformed Dutch Church in the City of Albany, the 

al value or income of ten thousand dollars; and also וannt 
r meeting-houses, and סrches דto repair and atter their cht 

to erect others if necessary, and to erect d\velling ho11ses 
istcrs, and schooJ houses and other נוfor the use of thei1· mi 

; buildings for the use of s11ch church, congregation or society 
er to malce rules a11d •\\ס ancl such trustees shall also have p 

, orders for managing the tem poral affairs of such church 
-e1· po"·ers cong1·egation or society, and to dispose of all moneys be וFurtl 

late and order the 1·enting the וonging thereto, and to regt ו. stees ·זןof Ti 

-is וpews in thei1· churches a nd mceting-houses, and tl1e perqt 
ites for the breaking of the ground in the cen1ete1·y or church 

-yards, and the said ch11rches and mceting-houses for bu1·y 
 i11g the dead, and all other matters relating to the tempo ו·-

ngregation or סrch, c דncerns and revenues of such cht סal c 
, society; and to appoint a clerk and treasurer oftl1ei1·boa1·d 
-and a collector to collect and receive the said rents and rev 
, es , and to regulate the fees to be allowed to such clerk דent 
-treasurer and collector, and them 01· either of them to re 

nove at pleasure, and appoi11t others i11 their stead; and ו

les and orders made by such דsucl1 clerk shall enter all n 
trustees, and payments ordered by them, in a book to be 

. se סכided by them for that pur1 זro כנ

-ustees except • 5. AND BB IT FURTHER ENACTBD, Thatitshall belaw ·ו' l ' 
J fui for any two of such trustees, o ther than the trustees דcog. ~~ 6'11:.p ~~,ד i 

, gs. mentioned in the first section ofthis act, ortheir successors וזeeti 11ר 

at any time to call a meeting of sucl1 trustees, and that a 
-r so סrch, congregation וajority of the trustees of any cht וn 

eing la,,rfully conve11ed, sball רciety, mentioned in tbis act, l 
be competent to do and perform all matters and things 
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s11ch trustees are authorized or required to do and וwhicl 
perform, and th.at all questio.ns .arising at any s11cl11neetings Majority to act 

• resent, and dec!de 1נ stees זחr1ty of the t סנshall be determ1ned by a ma 
! and in case of an equal division, the presiding trustee shal 

. have a casting vote 

 § AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTBD, That the tr11stees Trtlstees .6 110ז\
itinue ז. co ~~ nogt!I ~ tirst cl1osen accordi11g to the third section of this act, shalt ) 

, continue in office for three years from the day of their election 
• ereafter such election the said trustees Rotatlon in ot!lce נand immediately tJ 

shall be divided by lot into three classes, numbered one, two 
d three, and the seats of the members of thefirst classshall נזa 

-n וne גbe vacated at tbe expiration of the tirst year, of the 
bers ofthe second c!ass at expiration of second year, and 
the members ofthe third class at the expiration ofthethird 

ttmber of םird part ofthe whole בyear, to the end that the tl 
t b 1early as possib1e, may be annnally chosen; N t. גtrustees, as 

~ in נגthe
0 ~ 1 ~ r a majority of them sha11, at lea st give ס. and the said trustees 

1oee seats ,גזrr ~~ 011e montb before the expiration of tbe office of any of the 
· 01 , v1·iting to the minister יוid trustees, notify the same in aיs 

r church סin case of his death or abscnce, to the elders 
-ardens, and in case there shall be 110 elders or church ", ar ,,, 
, dens, tben to the deacons or vestrymen of any sucb ch111·ch 
-congregation or society, specitying tbe names of the trus 

r in ס,· tees whose time will expire, and the said ministe1 
case of his death or absence, one of the elders or church 

-r vestrymen sbnll, in tnanner afore סardens, or deacons ·,, 
-said, proceed to notify the members of the said church, con 

gregation or society, of such vacancies and appoint the 
time and place for the election of new trustees to till up tbe 
same, which election shall be beld at least six days before Electlon 110\v to 

. sucb vacancies shall bappen, and all such subsequent e!ec- be lleld 
tionsshall be held andconducted by the samepersons, andin 
tbe manner abovedirected, and theresultthereofcertified by 

-s elected to Special eJec ~ and such certiticate shall entitle the perso נ,tben 
r refuse tLons to supply סe זy trustee shall d נזact as trustees, and in case a 

. to act, or remove 'vithin thc year, notice tbereof shall be vacancies 
-given by the trustee as aforesaid, and a new election ap 

pointe<1 and held, and a11other trustee be elected in his stead 
. in manner aforesaid 

-rembers qttali 7-ג. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, Tbat no person be § 
r סote f ~ es ~ sl ~~~ longing to any cb11rch, co11gregation or society ,intended by 

vote at any ו<all be entitled t וthe third section of this act, sl 
t1til he shall ha,, e been a stated דelection succeeding the tirst, t 

-congrega נ,in the saiq churc1 כattendant on divine worsbi1 
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tl ווtion or society, at least one year bcfore such e1ection 1 a 
, shall have co11trib11ted to the support of the said ch111·cJ1 
-congregation or society, according to the usages a11d cns 

toms thereof; and that the clerlc to the said trustees shall 
-keep a registe1· of the nan1es of all such persons as sha\l de 
-sire to become stated hearers in the said ch11rch, congrega 

ciety, and shall therein 11ote the time when such סtion or s 
ch וrequest was madc, and the said clerk shall attend all st 

s of ווs, in order to test the qualificatio וזsubsequent clectio 
. snch e\ectors, in case the same should be questioned 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That nothing i11 this סאHalariesofMin- § 8. A 
er- act contained shall be construed or taken to give to any ~ i•t.ers 110"' as 

the power ,'כ r societ סt;;tned and patd. tr11stee or any church, congregation 
 to fix or ascertai11 any salary to be paid to any ministe·ו

ne shall be ascertained by a majority of וt the sa ווthereof, b 
eeting to be callcd וs entitled to elect trustees, at a n מperso 

-for tbat purpose, anc1 such salaries, when fixed, shall be rat 
 ified Jכ y the said trustees, or a 1najority of them, by aנ.ז iז-1

wbicb salary ,aנ ment in writing under their common se תגst 
-t of the rev וt ס.aid by shall therenpon be paid by the said trnstees ~ fes ~~ 

1
.,: 

. r society סen11es ofsuch church, congregation 

TED, That whe11eve1· any ~ A אBE IT FURTHER E 9סא . A § 
rporation within this State, other than the סreligious c 

rations, shall deem it 11ecessary and for the סכןchartered cor 
-Trustees 111 a.y i11terest of such religio11s corporation to reduce their uum 

r any such סeel.n ber oftrustees, that it shalland may be Jawful f ~ i ךfoct ~ e :וfו~ t ~ 
ration to reduce their number of trustees at סreligious corp 

all גlany annual meeting: PROVIDED, That such reductio11 s 
y מnot be such as have a Jess number than three trustees in a 

. o n e ofthe 1·eJig ious corporations 



OF '1' HEJ 

TABLE 

HOUR TO COMMENCE THE SABBATH IN THE 

CITY OF NEW YORK. 

4 half-past , 22d Feb'y 22d }an 'y to the From the 
5 ---, 15th l\Iarch 22d Feb'y 
5 half-past , 8th April 15th l\'Iarch 
6 , l s t l\Iay " 8th April 
6 half-past " 15th lst May 
7 , ly 22גd }t " 15th May 
6 22d August, half-past 22d }uly 
6 ---, 15th Sept'r " 22d August 
5 haJf-past , Sth Oct'r " 15th Sept'r 
5 ---, lst Nov'r 8th Oct'r 
4 half-past " 22d " lst Nov'r 
4 , 22d }an 'y " 22d Nov'r 

 This calculatio11 of time \\'aS made by the Rev'dן iח

oseph }eshurun Pinto, A11no Mundi 5519, and common } 

year 1759, for the meridian of New York; which being 

of the חסכמחby him established, was also confirmed by 

Parnassim and }unta of the Co11gregation. It may \Vith 

a small variatio11, ansvver \vell for all the Northern States 

. of America 
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