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I’'m going to talk a little bit in English, because there are
some people that don’t understand Yiddish. Whatever | don’t
say in such perfect English, | hope you’ll excuse me.

My name is Yitzchok Boruch Schachter. I’'m named after this
Zaidy, which you, cousins of mine, are getting together now to
mark his 100" yahrtzeit.

I was born in Poland, in the town of Krakow, in the year
1924. My father’s name was Chaim Shea, son of Shlomo, which
was a son of this Zaidy, Yitzchok Boruch Schachter.

(The Zaidy had more children. Some of the names | still
remember. One son’s name was Duvid. He lived in Vienna.
Another son was Zelig. He lived in Me’shane-Dallna (Amsaneh).)

My father was born, and raised, in a small town called
Vishnitza. This is near Bochnia. Happens to be, in Vishnitza, as
small as it was, it had the biggest jail from all of Poland.

During World War I, my father was in Krakow. Not wanting
in the Russian army, he ran away from home, so they
't find him.

r the war, my father married someone from Krakow.
ther’s name was Shaindel Stern. Together, my parents
dren, 1 girl and 4 boys.
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My sister’s name was Haddasah, after Bobby Schachter, wife
of Zaidy Shloima. My sister learned in Bais Yaakov of Krakow,
which was founded by the famous Sara Schenierer.

My brothers and | learned in the Yeshiva Yesodei Torah, in
Krakow. | have great memories from my childish years, may it
be sitting by a Shabbos seudah with my parents and siblings, or
may it have been spending time with my friends.

September 1, 1939 (v”sn Yo ), | was barely 15 years old,
WWII broke out. For me to talk about what | went through, and
how | survived the war, will take till the morning; and | don’t
want to keep you so long. Ill just list the names of the places and
labor camps where | was during the war.

From Krakow, we went to Vishnitza. Then, | went to Plashiv.
When | got back to Vishnitza, we all went to Bochnia Ghetto,
where my parents and 2 brothers got killed HY’’D; Shebenya,
where my sister got killed, HY”’D. Coming to Auschwitz, we
arrived to Birkenau. Then we were transferred to Buna, where
my brother got killed, HY”’D. When my brother was killed, |
was left all alone, without any contact to my cousins. | worked
there till January 1945. Then, | was taken to Buchenwald; then,
to Zwieberg; and then, on a death march from which | escaped
twice. Once, they caught me and took me back. The second
time | ran away, | went to hide by a German’s attic for one
week. In May 1945, the Americans came to free us!

From there, | went back to Krakow, where | thought, maybe
I’ll find one of my cousins. | knew the address, where he lived
before the war. When we came to Auschwitz with that cousin,
we made up to meet after the war by his house.
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Then, | ran away from Krakow, because the goyim made a
pogrom and they killed a Jew. | went back to Germany and |
settled in Fernwald. There, | met the Klausenberger Ruv Zt”I.
I got married there to my wife, Rivka, may she be well. Her
maiden name was Rivka Weberman.

In June of 1946, we got to America. I, Boruch Hashem, have
3 kids, many grandchildren, great grandchildren, and great great
grandchildren, Boruch Hashem. May we only see nachas from
them, and they from us!

My life had a lot of ups and downs, but with Hashem’s help,
1 was able to survive all of it, and just like I was able to do it, I'm
sure all of us can do it.

| worked in many places, since | got to America. It’s too
many to mention, and some of them | forgot already.

| would like to wish all of you, may Hashem give you long,
long, happy, healthy and wealthy years, with lots of nachas from
your kids!

A special thanks to all of those who arranged the big event,
for the 100" yahrtzeit of our grandfather Yitzchok Boruch, which
is buried on Har Hazeisim. Thanks for giving me the honor to
speak. May you be blessed forever.

| hope to see you all very soon, in Yerusholayim, together
oshiach! Till then, may Hashem keep his right hand, so
e who want to hurt us, in Israel and all around the world,
houldn’t be able to succeed. Thanks again.

st want to say a few more words. As you see on the
re, Boruch Hashem | came here after the war, without a

- RW -
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yarmulke and without anything. | almost, almost forgot that | was
a Jew. | was 5 years in concentration camps where we couldn’t
daven, we couldn’t learn, we didn’t eat kosher, we couldn’t do
anything a Yid is supposed to do.

Boruch Hashem, and a big thanks to the Ribono shel olam,
through the Klausenberger Ruv - | was there with him in
Fernwald, slowly, slowly | came back to yiddishkeit, and as you
see, I’m trying to be the way a Jew should look and should be. |
hope, all of my cousins I’m talking to right now - | almost don’t
know any of you, | hope, maybe you will learn from me, and
may we make nachas for our Zaidy Yitzchok Boruch, whom I'm
named after, we should come back to yiddishkeit like he wanted,
and we shouldn’t embarrass him, and he shouldn’t be ashamed
of us, his great great grandchildren.

Git voch. Thanks again!

.
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