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Letter dated 4th September 1934, from Rabbi Ezekiel Abramsky of London to Flora Sassoon,
requesting aid for two ‘‘learned and G’d-fearing rabbis who are in Russia, in dire straits and in
need of immediate and substantial support in order to survive.
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With this Trowel the Corner Stone of the New
Synagogue of the Withington Congregation of the
Spanish & Portuguese Jews laid by Mrs. Flora Sassoon,
on the 24th May, 1925, Sivan Ist, 5685.

J.E. Anzarut, President.
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In affectionate remembrance of / Joseph Rahamim
Judah Leveroy, / born in Cochin on the 11th Sivan
5595, / died in Bombay on the 2nd Iyar 5671, / aged 75
years, 10 months & 21 days. / Erected by his widow and
sons.
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Sir Albert / David Sassoon / Born / July 25th 1818 /
Died / 24th October 1896. / May his soul rest in peace.
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Sir Edward / Sassoon, / Bart M.E., / Born / 20th June
1856 / Died / 24th May 1912. / “Isleep / but / my heart
/ waketh.” / Cant. 5. v. 2.
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Ronnie Gubbay
Born in Bombay 11 March 1860
Died 19 June 1931
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Joshua Abraham Daniel/
Born in Cochin 9 December 1870/
Died 23 June 1937
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Remains removed from Brighton October 1933
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The principal reason that the Sassoon family remained faithful to its religious
values and practice while finding solutions to all its problems in the framework of the
Torah is seenin the fact that in their homes, wherever they resided, they studied under
Torah scholars who lived on the premises and who represented and personified the
authentic ideals of the Torah whose “‘ways are ways of pleasantness and all its paths
are peace”’. Besides the intellectual learning, these teachers implanted the spirit of
Torah into the very depths of their students’ souls. This education protected them
from the strong forces of assimilation which swept away many Anglo-Jewish
families, including other branches of the Sassoon family, who were closely affiliated
with the wealthy and upper strata of society. The members of this branch note with
satisfaction the benefits reaped from the education which they received from their
parents, and that such education is a sign of the strength of Torah and its power to
protect from adverse effects all those who adhere to it.

In two of my books, The Jews of Iraq — From the End of the Gaonite Period Until
the Present Day (Jerusalem, 1965; reprinted 1979) and The Jews of Iraq in Modern
Times (Jerusalem, 1979), I wrote about the origin of this family in Baghdad. In my
book, Babylonian Jewry in the Diaspora (Jerusalem, 1985), I wrote about the history
and deeds of this family in India, England, China and other countries. I am devoting
this book to the above-mentioned branch of the family which is today the only one
representing the family’s ancestors and retaining their dignity.

Since the Sassoons were involved in many events which occurred in their time in
different places, this book is not limited to being a private family volume. It contains
scores of documents, poems and letters, the diary of David Sassoon, and other
writings all of which have public value and can be of great benefit to anyone who
takes an interest in Jewish history.

This book was written and prepared for publication at the end of Rabbi Solomon
David Sassoon’s life. Rabbi Sassoon of blessed memory, was kind enough to put at
my disposal his famous archives from which I obtained much interesting and unique
information. He gave me his invaluable assistance and encouragement in this work.
Unfortunately, this outstanding man was taken from us before he could see this
book’s publication. As a token of appreciation of Rabbi Sassoon’s deeds, I dedicate
this book to his memory.

My thanks go to Rabbi Sassoon’s two sons, Rabbi David and Isaac, who have
generously assisted with the publication of this work. Mr. Issac Sassoon stood at my
right hand, supplying me with every document and manuscript that I required. May
the merit of their ancestors support them and their children forever, and may they
meet success in all their endeavours.

My thanks are extended also to Ms. Channa Shapiro who assisted me by
translating some documents from English into Hebrew; and also to Mr. Michael
Teherani who helped me by photocopying a large number of documents which 1
required. May they all be blessed.

Abraham Ben-Yaacob



INTRODUCTION

Few are the families who have attained worldwide fame and repute because of their
involvement in and contribution to so many areas on behalf of both individuals and
the community; families who have produced significant personalities who brought
considerable benefit and relief to all with whom they came into contact. Such was the
Sassoon family, one of the oldest and noblest families of Iraqi Jewry. Many of its
scions played important roles in politics, as well as in communal affairs and
commerce. They were among the prominent heads of leading banks, businessmen,
and industrialists in Baghdad, India, England and elsewhere, and were awarded high
state titles of distinction, earning them the nickname, ““The Rothschilds of the East™.

Over the years, the Sassoon family did much for Jewry in general, and for the Jews
of Iraq, India, England and the Holy Land in particular. Their deeds were not limited
to financial contributions and helping individuals and charitable institutions. They
also employed thousands of workers, Jews and gentiles, in their offices and
enterprises and in the factories which they established, as well as in the institutions
which they founded in the East and the West. They were not merely employers, but
benefactors to hundreds of families whose gratitude was unbounded.

David Sassoon, head of the Sassoon dynasty in India and son of Sheikh Sassoon B.
Salah of Baghdad, had eight sons. Each son held a distinguished position, and each
bequeathed all that he had to his children. While the head of the family as well as his
eight sons were observant Jews who supported both religious institutions and
individuals, not all of their descendants followed in their footsteps. In later
generations some of them married out of the faith and forgot their origins. Only one
branch of the family remained faithful to the traditions of its forefathers and has
continued to go from strength to strength, participating in areas of spiritual activity.
This is the branch of Solomon, son the partiarch David Sassoon, who was worthy of
having descendants who until this day have kept the flame burning.

This branch of the family served as an instructive example to a wide Jewish public
in recent generations. While a large number of leading families in England and other
countries chose assimilation in order to draw near to society, this branch proved that
it is not at all necessary to use such unworthy means. A religious and observant Jew
can associate with representatives of other cultures without compromising his own
faith and culture. The fact that this branch of the Sassoon family stood firm against
all the negative influences of the world was and still is a source of encouragement to
many Jewish families not to choose assimilation but rather to raise their sons and
daughters according to the Torah.



FOREWORD
CHAPTER It

CHAPTER II:

CHAPTER III:
CHAPTER 1V:

CHAPTER V:

CHAPTER VI:

CHAPTER VII:

SOURCES:

ol

CONTENTS

Volume I

17-18
Sheikh Sassoon - Head of the Sassoon Family
of Baghdad 19-23
R. David Sassoon (the first) 25-88
R. Solomon son of R. David Sassoon (the first) 89-114
Flora, wife of R. Solomon son of R. David
Sassoon, and her Parents’ Home 115-138
R. David son of R. Solomon Sassoon,
and his wife Selina 139-182

Lady Rachel Ezra, daughter of R. Solomon
son of R. David Sassoon, and her husband Sir David Ezra

(Baher) 183-189
R. Solomon son of R. David son of R.

Solomon Sassoon 190-213
Four “Haskamoth” relating to Sassoon family 215-221
Poems and elegies in honor of the Sassoon family 223-271
Sassoon family certificates and documents 273-324

Halakhic responsa between Flora Sassoon and the
Rabbi Isaac Nissim afterwards Rishon LeZion,
Chief Rabbi of Israel 325-337

Volume 11

Correspondence between the Sassoon family and well-known personalities:

2,
3,
4.
5
DIVRE-DAVID:
BIBLIOGRAPHY
INDICES

I:

Letters of condolence on the passing of R. Solomon Sassoon

and his wife Flora (Nos. 1-34-B) 339-383
Letters relating to R. David Sassoon (the first), his wife
Flora, and his son R. Solomon (Nos. 35-52) 385-415

Letters to the Sassoon family in India and England

from Rabbi Yosef Hayeem of Baghdad and from

his son Rabbi Yaacob (Nos. 53-92) 417-457
Letters relating to Flora, wife of R. Solomon Sassoon,
and her daughter Rachel Ezra (Nos. 93-128-B) 459-527

Letters relating to R. David son of R. Solomon Sassoon,

and his wife Selina (Nos. 129-224) 529-643
Diary of David son of Solomon Sassoon 645-729
731-742

743-778



© Copyright 1989
All Rights Reserved
by
David Sassoon & Isaac Sassoon
41 Hapisga St.
Jerusalem Israel

Published by Jewish Book World
OLAM HASEFER HATORANI
10 Hapisga St.

P.O.B. 16416
Jerusalem Israel

Printed in Israel



CHAPTERS
OF BABYLONIAN JEWISH HISTORY

The Story of a Branch of the Baghdadian Sassoon Family

by
ABRAHAM BEN-YAACOB

Volumes I-11

Jerusalem, 5749 (1989)









an ' “ 7 )
N \ N » o

“TNRYNI PTINY NN DD 1N, DYVINY VYNN DY
AN TINM 9910 XN . NYHIYN NVIVINNIND 1PNN
NLYA  MNINKN DNWN qIxa Haa >TInd MNP
TP BN ,NPVAY MDD, NPNVDNN
NINMY D990 AYaw) DYavyn ndynd 0vIa
D9 ,pﬁ»:m'-p)s:nm NY-2aND DINNVI BIINNRN

[ poal ONNDTAIDY DaaInd DY

LA A
(W ) ) )_.

b::; YN m'r‘:m: D"‘)'V::

9991 NN, NYTIRTIAN NYUY nnovnn vnN PR nnbm: ONXNVSN PR DT 19D
0NVIINNN , M0 - »am DY, MK 2}24 D355DH MTIYN MAVY D)
PYY 297919 1PNV IN: M TN VTN TIY ‘nn 921N BY9917) NNYNIY XD
Y911 YV DLY YN0 BN -ffbx MMYN -\m-r:‘i"'wb\m N250 ,N2Hay MY
12 MNVINN .DYIVYN)Y ﬂw»’ v\un-m mNn: ©21799M BYIPINN ,0%390
Yy L INIVITNAND WD 2N ‘:‘u usn\\w NN MINYN MY MTYN D)
0’19900 YW, 29900 NITHN MININD DINY N2 MTOIMN) mYnpYY DaNn
SN 0 OOTIDWRM

DIWY 11759277 NYUY INNIID 12 THT 29U 1M RND D NN a7 1299
13112 wmnﬂv 9Y ©22IYN BV 1A NNVUNRIY XD nvwnnw 1942 — 1888
¢ A ANR NPNN BNOYY DOV IR Vm YTINON DYIYa

Ay t/

NYYIMITYA LTINTIA 1D APYO )2 DNAAN 1anNn

b 9 qlnwr':- f"

il




