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Carl Rathjens with Israel Subari (right), his companion and translator in Yemen.
Subari died in Tel Aviv in the 1970s.
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*“...And the homes of the Jews are constructed

here in beauteous form of stones and bricks,

lower and upper storeys and spacious upper

rooms, and also wells in their courtyards.

Each household has its own courtyard with many rooms,
and all are white and clean and pure

within. The apertures and windows are low for

fear of thieves and robbers by night.

And the windows are transparent and closed in with
delicate marble stones, of the thickness of half a

finger, which gave through light like glass, and

this marble is quarried from the rock of Mount

Nuqum, which is by the fortress, and they saw it

with saws as blocks and they place these in their windows,
square, round and angled in shape.

And from this mountain they take as well

precious stones, both red and green, which are

called Yakut Yamani, and they are precious to the
Ishmaelites who set them in rings.”

From: A Journey to Yemen by Yaakov Saphir
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In the Jewish Quarter.
Photograph by Carl Rathjens
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In the Jewish Quarter.
Photographs by Carl Rathjens
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In the Jewish Quarter.

Photographs by Carl Rathjens
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*“...and all rise early to synagogue before the dawn
breaks, summer and winter, and each brings with him in
a flask a heated drink made from the husks of kahwa
prepared the night before and a small flagon, and they
drink and read and chant, and offer one another a
flagon of kahwa. And when the eastern skies begin to
light, they hasten to pray and before the sun has risen
they complete their prayers, for they make haste to go
out to their labours which are mostly abroad in the
villages among the Gentiles or in the distant markets (so
that they can return to their homes by evening). Yet
their prayer is not conducted with unseemly speed but is
prolonged and chanted. They have no regular leader of
prayer, but whoever so wishes fulfills the task, for all of
them can pray and recite. And they all pray attentively
(even those who drink kahwa) or repeat the prayer in a
whisper, and only when the Shema is recited do all
answer in unison aloud. And after the prayer, before
Aleinu, they do not leave the synagogue before they
have studied something from the Prophets, the Ketuvim
(Hagiograph), the halakha or the agadda, which the
head of the synagogue recites to them, and this they
call: shilush.”

From: A Journey to Yemen by Yaakov Saphir
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Jews in festive dress, after synagogue service.
Photograph by Hermann Burchardt
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Studying in the synagogue.
Photographs by Hermann Burchardt
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“...and most of the Jews throughout the land engage in
various crafts, they are silversmiths, blacksmiths and
carpenters, leatherworkers, shoemakers, (the tailor’s
craft here is only for the women’s garments, for their
trousers are embroidered around the calves and below,
for this is all their adornment. They have no need of
tailors for male garments for they wear simple shirts and
do not require the craftsman’s skill). They are also
fashioners of garments from the hide of sheep and
goats, and master potters, makers of gunpowder, and of
the powder for sniffing of tobacco which is used here
widely, and every other craft; they are also merchants
and pedlars, and some very few own fields and
vineyards, but they do not work on the soil. And
therefore for every craft which the Gentiles require for
all the needs of man they come to the Jews and cannot
survive without them. And it is this which gives strength
to the Jewish community here among these savages.
And above all lies the promise of Him who gave the
Torah, may His Name be Blessed, who proclaimed in
His sanctity: “Yet for all that, when they be in the land
of their enemies, I will not cast them away, neither will I
abhor them...”

From: A Journey to Yemen by Yaakov Saphir
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Mattress maker (above).

Silversmith in his workshop (below).
Water distiller (left).

Photographs by Carl Rathjens
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Grinding coffee beans.
Photograph by Carl Rathjens
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‘“...And when the day waned,
this man came from his
place of commerce in the
market, a man of stature and
goodly form, and the bundle
of keys of his shop and
treasury hung across his
shoulder from here to there.
For this is their dignified
way of announcing that this
man is a merchant, for it is
the custom in the lands of
the East to take pride in
many keys ...And here in
Yemen, where they have no
girdle on their garment, they
carry their keys on a chain
across their shoulders, to
signify him as a merchant
and as charged with a
treasury.”

From: A Journey to Yemen
by Yaakov Saphir
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Jewish merchant

with his store key on his shoulder.
Photograph by Carl Rathjens
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Jewish children in San’a.
Photographs by Carl Rathjens
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Jewish children in San’a.

Photograph by Hermann Burchardt (right)
Photograph by Carl Rathjens (above )
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Jewish children in San’a.
Photographs by Carl Rathjens
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Jewish children in San’a.

Photographs by Carl Rathjens
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Jewish bride.

Photograph by Hermann Burchardt
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Jewish bride.
Photograph. by Carl Rathjens
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...and as for the women,
throughout the day their
glory lies within the home.
And they toil at their tasks
and provide food for their
households. They rest not
from their labours. And they
are modest in their array, the
hair on their heads is
concealed, they are swathed
in veils and scarves up to the
forehead and below the
neck, and the remainder lies
over the heart to conceal
their breasts. And a long
black or light-blue garment
covers their bodies to the
ground. The maidens too
cover their hair and their
entire body, and their legs
are bare and (some) without
shoes like the men, but they
are arrayed in trousers which
cover them to the heels and
below, embroidered or
gilded, and this is their main
decoration ...They bear the
% heavy yoke of household
labours and are steadfastly
faithful to their husbands...”

From: A Journey to Yemen
by Yaakov Saphir

Jewish women in traditional dress.
Photographs by Carl Rathjens .
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Bride and bridesmaids (right).

Jewish woman in traditional dress (left).
Photographs by Carl Rathjens
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Images from the Jewish Quarter.
Photographs by Carl Rathjens
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In the Jewish Quarter.
Photographs by Carl Rathjens
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In the Jewish Quarter.
Photographs by Carl Rathjens







renowned ‘Yemenite Epistle’, which Maimonides sent to
Yemen in the wake of the appearance of a false Messiah in
Yemen. It is possible that as a result of the emergence of this
false Messiah, the Jews of Yemen (or part of them) were
condemned to forcible conversion and many were compelled
to become Moslems. It is feasible to assume that the decree
was revoked as a result of the intervention of Maimonides
with the Egyptian court, to which Yemen was subject.

From this time onwards information on Yemenite Jewry
decreases, the only exception being an unclear reference to the
appearance of a false Messiah in 1495.

The Ottoman conquest of Yemen in the first half of the 16th
century casts no additional light on the question. Yemenite
Jewry remained an enigma until the first half of the
seventeenth century when the Ottoman rulers were driven out
of Yemen.

More is known about the Jews of Yemen in the seventeenth
century because of two important events: the first was the
expulsion of the Ottoman rulers which was connected with the
uprising of the Imam el-Kassem known as al-Kabir (the
Great) and the second, which was much more significant and
grave, was the Muza expulsion in 1680. In this year,
apparently because of the aftergrowths of the Sabbetaian
movement, which reached Yemen in Sabbetai Zevi’s lifetime,
some of the Jews of the Central Yemenite Plateau were
expelled to Muza, on the shore of the Red Sea. Many of the
exiles died because of the intolerable conditions. Some of the
Jewish settlements were destroyed and never rehabilitated,
and many of the sacred books and writings of Yemen'’s Jews
were lost. The Muza expulsion is therefore a significant
milestone in the annals of the Yemenite Jewish community.
After a year, the exiles returned from their place of
banishment to the Central Plateau and tried to reconstruct
their economic and spiritual lives. The seventeenth century
was the epoch of the greatest of Yemenite Jewish poets, Rabbi
Shalom Shabazi, who witnessed the expulsion and wrote
about it in his poems.

The eighteenth century was a time of economic flowering and
the rehabilitation of spiritual and cultural life. In this century
there emerged the nesi’im (presidents) of the house of Aharon
Iraqi, the first nasi to be denoted by the honorary title of ‘e/
Usta’, the craftsman. His son Rabbi Shalom Iraqi, known by
the Jews of Yemen as ‘sar shalom’ (minister of peace) and ‘el
Usta’ attained the highest political and economic status at
court. He was the president of all Yemen'’s Jews, established
ties with Constantinople and supported the Jews of Eretz

Israel. His son Rabbi Yihya Iraqi, who was a great scholar,
was among the initiators of the replacement of the Yemenite
prayer version by the Sephardi version. This change was only
partially successful. In this century the Yemenite Jewish
community was influenced by the greatest of its scholars,
Rabbi Yihya Salah (known as ha-Mahritz), considered to be
the greatest of the Yemenite rabbinical authorities on halakhic
questions.

The nineteenth century was a period of transition between the
centralistic Imamic regime and the period of anarchy; towards
the end of the century the Ottoman rulers returned to Yemen.
The Jewish community suffered a series of harsh decrees in
this period as a result of the breakup of central government.
The weakness of the Imam generally encouraged extremist
elements who strove to impose the stringent Zayad Moslem
law on the Jews. The orphans decree, the sewage and latrine
decree, strict regulations as to permitted garments, the
imposition of heavy taxation - all these were characteristic of
this century.

The Ottoman regime which was restored in Yemen in the
eight decade of the century, linked Yemenite Jews to other
parts of the Empire and facilitated travel of Jews to and from
Yemen (incidentally, ties between Yemen’s Jews and other
Diasporas commenced several years after the conquest of
Aden by the British). But, on the other hand, the Ottoman
regime caused a certain disintegration of traditional life and
institutions. Cracks appeared in the wall of Jewish ethic, and
we witness certain negative phenomena in everyday life which
originated in the contacts with the rulers. At the beginning of
the eight decade of the century, there commenced widescale
emigration from Yemen to Eretz Israel, inspired by ideas and
concepts rife in the Jewish world outside Yemen. This
emigration, which began in 1882, continued uninterrupted
until 1914, when the First World War broke out.

After the war, emigration was resumed and continued
consecutively until the establishment of the State of Israel in
1948. By then about one-third of Yemen’s Jews had made
their way to Palestine.

After statehood a plan to bring all the remaining Jews was
put into action. Operation ‘On Eagles Wings’, (known
erroneously as Operation Magic Carpet), began in 1949 and
ended a year later. In this year some fifty thousand Yemenite
Jews entered Israel.

Today only some two thousand five hundred Jews remain in
Yemen, scattered over the central and northern areas of the
country.



Where did the Yemenite Jews come from

It may safely be assumed that the nucleus of the Jewish
community in Yemen originated in Eretz Israel. One of the
most interesting and moving pieces of evidence is the existence
of a highly important inscription concerning the twenty four
priestly shifts which was found in Yemen. It attests to the
twofold links of the community - to Eretz Israel and to the
Temple, and casts light on the messianic tensions and
expectations which permeated the lives of Yemenite Jewry
from the first centuries C.E. The nucleus of Jews from Eretz
Israel was augmented by Jews who probably migrated from
Iraq to Yemen, because of persecution or as a result of the
expansion of trade with India and the Far East. This is
attested to by certain family names and also by the linguistic
affinity which existed between the Jews of Yemen and of Iraq,
particularly in the Gaonite period.

Another wave of Jewish migration reached Yemen from
Egypt for the same two reasons cited above. To these three
waves of Jewish migrants should be added those Jews who
migrated to Yemen from North Africa, Ethiopia and possibly
other countries as well. But this migration came to an end at
the latest in the fourteenth century C.E. and possibly even
earlier. The cessation of migration is directly linked to the
economic waning of Yemen as a result of the discovery of
alternate trade routes to India and the Far East. From this we
learn that until the late Middle Ages Yemen attracted
migration as a result of its economic prosperity and the
relative security which Jews enjoyed therein.

Milestones in the annals of Yemenite Jewry

The Moslem conquest of the seventh century changed the
legal and hence economic and social status of the Jews of
Yemen. Up to then the Jews had belonged to the ruling class,
both because they were landowners and farmers and because
they were among the policymakers as regards trade between
India and the Mediterranean basin countries. From the
seventh century onward their fortunes were reversed. From
members of the ruling class they were reduced to a protected
class, from landowners and farmers they became suppliers of
services and craftsmen, from free men they were transformed
into aliens dependent on a protector, whether it was the Zaydi
Imam or the tribal chief within whose territory they resided.
Our knowledge about the Jews of Yemen after the Moslem
conquest is sparse and in this, at least in part, there is no
difference between the pre-Moslem period and the early
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Hermann Burchardt (left) with his Arab guide Ahmed Muhammed el-Jaradi.

Moslem era. From the Moslem conquest to the twelfth
century we know almost nothing about the Jews of Yemen.
We learn from the letters of one of the Babylonian Gaons
from the 10th century that the Jews of Yemen were in
constant contact with the Babylonian center and that their
financial contribution was of considerable economic
importance. In addition to supporting the Gaon Yaakov
academy in Babylon, the Yemenite Jewish community also
sent funds to the Gaon Yaakov Academy in Eretz Israel. The
links with the Jews of Babylon weakened with the increase in
the economic and spiritual weight of Egyptian Jewry as a
result of the Indian trade. This link became decisive in the
period of Maimonides. By force of his personality and
teachings and as a result of the economic ties between Yemen
and Egypt, which led to the migration of Jews from Egypt to
Yemen, Maimonides became an object of reverence for the
Jews of Yemen. The ties of Yemenite Jewry to Maimonides
and his household grew in strength as a result of the



The Jews of Sheba,
or the Unknown Land of Yemen

by Dr. Yehuda Nini

When did Jews settle in Yemen

The question of when Jews settled in Yemen, or when exactly
they arrived there, is a very complex one. The answers are to
be found partly in the realm of legend and folk traditions and
partly in the inscriptions remaining on ancient Yemenite sites
and in various archaeological findings. According to one
theory the first Jews arrived in Yemen in the tenth century
B.C.E. in the reign of King Solomon. This theory is inspired
by the image of the Queen of Sheba who, according to the
Biblical story, visited Jerusalem, the capital of the Kingdom
of Israel, in order to satisfy her curiosity after hearing word
of the wisdom of Solomon. This theory cites the commercial
links which developed in the wake of this visit, between the
Kingdom of Israel and the Kingdom of Sheba. It is not totally
unfeasible, since it is not impossible that Jewish merchants
settled in Sheba-Yemen, but it is unlikely that they succeeded
in establishing Jewish communities which endured for a
protracted period.

A second theory attributes the beginnings of Jewish settlement
to the development of the important commercial route
between Asia Minor and India through Yemen - the renowned
‘spice route’ or ‘frankincense route’ - from the seventh century
onward. It is claimed that Jewish commercial colonies grew
up along the route from Damascus to Sheba. The theory is
substantiated by inscriptions found in Yemen which bear out
the possibility that a Jewish community existed in Yemen.
Although the evidence is convincing, it is to be doubted that
the Yemenite Jewish communities of the past few centuries
were the continuation of these commercial colonies.

There is twofold confirmation of the presence of Jews in
Yemen in the period of the Himyar Kingdom. The first piece
of evidence is from the early centuries C.E. in the form of a
burial cave of Himyar Jews at Beit Shearim and the second is
the existence of a Jewish kingdom in Himyar (Yemen) which
came to an end with the heroic death of the last Jewish
monarch Yosef du Noas in battle against the Ethiopians.

We know of the presence of Jews in Yemen in the time of
Muhammad, from Arabic historiography, which deals with
the status of Ahal el’Dama or Ahal el Katab (the people of
the protectorate or the people of the book respectively). It
may be assumed that from the Moslem conquest at the
beginning of the seventh century to the present, there has
been consecutive Jewish settlement in Yemen.
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About the Exhibition

To mark the hundredth anniversary of the great wave of immigration from Yemen, Beth
Hatefutsoth is mounting an exhibition on the Jews of San’a. The photographs in the exhibition
were taken between 1901 and 1938 by two German orientalists, Hermann Burchardt and Carl
Rathjens. These two scholars devoted special chapters in their studies of Yemen to the country’s
Jews, and particularly the Jewish community of San’a.

Hermann Burchardt (1857-1909) came from a Jewish merchant family and was himself a
merchant. After the death of his father, he abandoned his business and dedicated himself to the
study of the Near East. He visited Yemen three times (between 1901 and 1909) and reached
remote areas which had never before been penetrated by European scholars. Despite the fact
that the Imam Yihya had granted him a letter of protection, Burchardt was murdered, together
with his companion, the Deputy Italian Consul in Yemen, during his third visit. In addition to
photographs, Burchardt left notes and diaries which are an important source for the study of
Yemen and its Jews.

Carl Rathjens (1887-1966), a geographer and orientalist, visited Yemen on four occasions
.between 1927 and 1938 and spent lengthy periods there. In the course of his travels he
established close ties with prominent members of the ruling class, including the Imam himself.

Rathjens was in close contact with various people in Palestine. At the request of Mrs. Hadassa
Kalwari-Rosen, one of the founders of WIZO, he purchased original artifacts in Yemen. His
collection was bought by Zalman Schocken on the eve of the Second World War and handed
over, on permanent loan, to the Bezalel Museum (later the Israel Museum). Some items from
this collection are included in the present exhibition.

Under the influence of Professor S.D. Goitein, Rathjens handed over copies of his notes in 1960
to Mrs. Aviva Miiller-Lancet of the Israel Museum for classification. He also donated to the
Museum valuable material on Yemen, including many of his photographs. The rest of his
collection is now housed at the Hamburg Museum of Ethnography, where he worked for many
years.

Also interspersed in the exhibition are excerpts from Sefer Massa Teiman (A Journey to Yemen)
by Yaakov Saphir (1822-1885), who visited the country in 1858 as an emissary from Eretz Israel.



We wish to thank all those who have kindly given us permission to use material in their possession:

Hamburgisches Museum fiir Vélkerkunde, Hamburg
Museum fiir Vélkerkunde, Berlin

Brauer Collection, Israel Ethnographic Society, Jerusalem
Department of Ethnography, Israel Museum, Jerusalem
Jewish National and University Library, Jerusalem

The Museum is grateful for Prof. Anita Shapira’s help in selecting material for this exhibition from the
collection of the Hamburg Museum of Ethnography



THE JEWS OF SAN'A
AS SEEN BY THE RESEARCHERS HERMANN BURCHARDT AND CARL RATHJENS

Digitized by Project Zikaron
Touro University-NY Librarics
www.zikaron.tourolib.org
2024

Beth Hatefutsoth, The Nahum Goldmann Museum of the Jewish Diaspora
Tel-Aviv, 1982


http://www.zikaron.tourolib.org




	Sanaa1982 001
	Sanaa1982 002
	Sanaa1982 003
	Sanaa1982 004
	Sanaa1982 005
	Sanaa1982 006
	Sanaa1982 007
	Sanaa1982 008
	Sanaa1982 009
	Sanaa1982 010
	Sanaa1982 011
	Sanaa1982 012
	Sanaa1982 013
	Sanaa1982 014
	Sanaa1982 015
	Sanaa1982 016
	Sanaa1982 017
	Sanaa1982 018
	Sanaa1982 019
	Sanaa1982 020
	Sanaa1982 021
	Sanaa1982 022
	Sanaa1982 023
	Sanaa1982 024
	Sanaa1982 025
	Sanaa1982 026
	Sanaa1982 027
	Sanaa1982 028
	Sanaa1982 029
	Sanaa1982 030
	Sanaa1982 031
	Sanaa1982 032
	Sanaa1982 033
	Sanaa1982 034
	Sanaa1982 035
	Sanaa1982 036
	Sanaa1982 037
	Sanaa1982 038
	Sanaa1982 039
	Sanaa1982 040
	Sanaa1982 041
	Sanaa1982 042
	Sanaa1982 043
	Sanaa1982 044
	Sanaa1982 045
	Sanaa1982 046
	Sanaa1982 047
	Sanaa1982 048
	Sanaa1982 049
	Sanaa1982 050



