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INTRODUCTION

Two of the sons of Loser Westheimer (1784-1867) emigrated from their
hometown of Rimbach, Germany to the United States during the early and
middle 19th Century. Ferdinand {(1825-1913) and Samuel (1833-1914)
settled in St. Joseph, Missouri. Solomon (1815-1845) a third son,

may have emigrated to the States based on one written statement by
Samuel, but other than that statement we have no proof that he did so.

Loser had eight children in all (seven sons and one daughter).

The writer is the grandson of Samuel Westheimer. In 1984 my son, Ben,
and [ went to Rimbach to delve into the history and background of the
three brothers. I had been in Rimbach as a boy of 12. My father had
retired from business in St. Joseph. He was in Germany on his way to

Switzerland to put his children in school.

I remembered Rimbach and the old Westheimer home at 15 Hauptstrasse that
had been in the family since 1820. I remembered visiting the then latter
day relatives of the three brothers. But most of my memories were of
stories that my parents had toid me through the years. They had both
been born in the United States (my father in St. Joseph). They enjoyed
passing on family history and legends as they had been passed on to

them. But my son and I felt we needed more information than we could

garner from family memories and half remembered tales.
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We had called ahead from Frankfurt asking for an appointment with the
BlUrgermeister. After I explained our mission, he asked us to meet
with his secretary, a Ms. Otto. A charming lady in her late 30's,
speaking impeccable English, Ms. Otto turned our visit to Rimbach into

a Pandora's Box.

The wider the 1id opened, the more chilling, the more incredibly credible
the Rimbach experience became. She explained that along with every other
Jewish group or community in Germany and Poland, Rimbach had been ravished
and vandalized by the Nazis, the SA, the SS as well as by scores of Rim-
bach townspeople worked into a frenzy following the Nazi advent of

"Kristallnacht," that infamous night of hate and hysteria.

How did this lovely lady who wasn't even born when all this occurred know

of all the details of these unspeakable proceedings?

She reached into a drawer of her desk and took out a thick, neatly typed
manuscript. Using extensively recorded details of Rimbach's history

from the Middle Ages through the Holocaust, Wolfgang Gebhard, a resident
of Rimbach (who still lived there) had meticulously researched the history

of the Jews in that village from the 17th Century through 1940.

The following day we met with Mr. Gebhard who told us why and how he
had decided to write the history of Rimbach Jewry. He explained why
he had so carefully annotated and documented his extensive study and de-

tailed footnotes. He felt it was important to document the area's Jewish

v



history in view of a somewhat neo-Nazi movement in the Rimbach area in
1965-66. He explained that the Rimbach debacle was a typical cross
section of what had occurred all over Germany before and after the

harrowing "Kristallnacht."

What follows then is the translation of Mr, Gebhard's history of Rimbach

Jews, [t has been carefully and quite literally translated by
Cornelia Petermann, a brilliant bi-lingual German citizen residing in
St. Louis. Ms. Petermann is a PhD candidate in German language and

literature at Washington University, St. Louis.

Before reading The Jews of Rimbach it is important that one notes that

when Mr. Gebhard is setting forth substantiated facts and statistics

he writes in the "historical present." When coming to his own conclu-
sions he writes in the past tense and always documents his statements

in the text itself or in the Appendix. Jumping tenses is at first some-
what distracting. But 1t quickly becomes quite normal as one under-

stands Mr. Gebhard's style and technique.

At no time in her translation has Ms. Petermann made an effort to romanti-
cize or dramatize Mr. Gebhard's manuscript. So as to avoid misinterpreting
any part of the original text, Ms. Petermann has translated from the

literal German to equally literal English. And if at times the manuscript
seems somewhat disjointed, that is Mr. Gebhard's style, not Ms. Petermann's.

A1l quotes are substantiated in the Notes and Appendix.



In the Appendix you will find the names of many other Jewish families
that originated in Rimbach as well as the descendants of Loser Westheimer.
There are numerous Westheimers around the world but a very few of them
originated in Rimbach. And, of course, that is certainly true in the
case of hundreds of other German Jewish family names besides those you
find listed in these pages. You may find your own family name among

those in the Appendix. But just as there are many Westheimers in the
United States and world who are not related, there probably are many

families with your name that did not necessarily originate in Rimbach.

Hence, what began as a search for Westheimer family roots turned into the
uncovering of the background and roots of a number of Jewish families
whose forebearers lived in Rimbach 100 to 200 years ago. (See "Jewish

Families," Pgs. A-1/A-19 in the Appendix).

Mr. Gebhard's notes, bibliography and mini family trees satisfy me as

to the factuality of his manuscript.

Qur trip to Rimbach included a visit to the abandoned, unkempt and unkept
Jewish cemetery above the town. That visit dramatically verified Mr. Geb-
hard's research. Vandalism of the cemetery was everywhere. Headstones
were disfigured, turned over and thrown about. Weeds and tall grass lit-
tered the paths between the half hidden graves. Later when we asked to
see the former Synagogue we learned that it too had been burned to the

ground. A Catholic Church now stands where it once stood.

VI



If you have ever wondered how the German Jews Tived long before the
Hitier era, as far back as the 1600's, you will learn much of how they
existed in the demi-world in which they were confined and restricted
until the middle of the 19th Century. And you will understand much
better why so many thousands of Jews fled Germany during the 19th Cen-
tury. There are many fascinating and enlightening statistics in these
pages, many of which bespeak more of survival, death, dying, pain and
diminution than mere words ever can: '"Nazi persecution led him to com-

mit suicide in 1939." (Page 70, #3).

My cousins, William B. Klee and Louis K. Loewenstein (co-sponsors of
this translation) feel as I do: The Gebhard document should be of
great interest to the American descendants of Loser, Ferdinand, Samuel
and Solomon Hestheimer as well as to the descendants of the many other

families that originated in Rimbach.

I take responsibility for the handwritten or typed notations in the
statistical columns. Space nor time did not always permit us to re-do
many of the German columns into which the typist wrote or typed

interlinearly.
Copies of this manuscript are being made available to all Jewish
archives, historical groups and organizations that may request them.

Louis E. Westheimer
St. Louis, Missouri

July, 1987
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PREFACE

This study by Wolfgang Gebhard of Rimbach, West Germany originated as
a thesis in 1965 in partial fulfillment of the requirements of his de-
gree in educatijon. It is indicative of a rather belated increasing

West German interest in the history of the Jews in Germany.

Postwar Germany then had great difficulties in confronting its most
recent history . . . especially the very painful chapter of Nazi treat-
ment of its Jewish population which went from increasingly massive
threats to the citizens of the Jewish communities to expulsion and

deportation in just a few years.

This study is remarkable in several respects. It is quite unique in
its scope and approach. It focuses on a typical small rural town,
nestled in a valley of the Odenwald, a hilly, wooded and somewhat re-
mote region situated between the Rhine Valley in the west, the Main
River in the east and the Neckar River in the south. Based on material
still held by state, regional and communal archives {part of which was
destroyed during World War II) as well as on comprehensive statistical
data, the study depicts and analyzes almost 300 years of Jewish history
in Rimbach . . . beginning with the resettlement of the then deserted
village after the Thirty Years War (1618-1648) and ending with the
sobering listing of names and destinies of the last 78 Jews still there

between 1933 and 1942.
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A many-faceted panorama of Jewish 1ife unfolds the seemingly insurmount-
abTe hardships caused by innumerable restrictions and Timitations placed
upon the Jews as non- or half-citizens, tolerated but not accepted.
State laws, guild orders, local ordinances, body duties under which they
had to exist (or rather survive) are described in detail and frequently
gquoted. Yet in spite of these difficulties Rimbach developed into a

regional center of Jewish trade for most of the Odenwald region.

The author tells of the communal Tife of the Jews of Rimbach, their ac-
quisition of property and privileges of ducal and princely protection.

He also depicts the intricate Jewish system of taking care of poor
itinerant Jews, their religious life as governed by ducal laws and regu-
lations . . . up to the emergence of Reform Judaism and the gradual
emancipation and enfranchisement in the early decades of the [19th Cen-
tury as well as the educational developments and achievements made pos-
sible after traditional restrictions were lifted. And finally he por-
trays the involvement of local Jewish representatives in the democratic
opposition movement which shook the obsolete dynastic rule and the result-
ing political and social backlash that spurred waves of emigration to the

New World.
Gebhard's micro-historic study is a highly valuable, indispensible asset

to the history of Jews in Germany as it unearthes the concrete life and

destiny of the "common” Jew in a typical rural setting.

IX



A brief historical note is in order. The town of Rimbach, ca. 40 miles
south of Frankfurt on the Main and ca. 20 miles north of Heidelberg, now
lies in the district (Landkreis} of Bergstrasse, State (Land) of Hesse

in southwestern Germany. Originally under the jurisdiction of the Counts
of Erbach/Odenwald, Rimbach was embedded in a patchwork of territories
belonging to secular as well as ecclesiastical principalities and domains.
Later, in a merger with the Hessian province of Starkenburg, it came under
the rule of the Grand Dukes of Hesse-Darmstadt who gradually granted
emancipation to the Jews. During the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 Hesse
joined the newly founded second German Empire. In 1918 it became a free

state, part of the Weimar Republic (1919-1933).

Much local color is inevitably lost in a translation. Most of the docu-
ments quoted, for instance, are written in a rather unwieldly manner in
the Rhine-Franconian dialect of the region. They had to be rendered in
plain, contemporary English. Closest English equivalents, at times with
the original German term in parentheses, are given for currency, measure-
ments and legal terms. A glossary of less common historical terms has
been added. The historical present has been retained for all parts
originally written in that tense.

Cornelia Petermann

Washington University, St. Louis

July 1987
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1 he Former Jewish Congregations £ ih

District ("Kreis") of

e
BergstraBe in the First Half of the 19th Century

In the area of the present day county of BergstraBe, there are filf
teen separate Jewish religious congregations in the 19th century.
They are distributed over the four geographically distinct regions of

the county:

Bergstrale

heckartel

Aied

Odenwsald

Landkreis
BergstraBe

.

1.

3
4.
Se
6.
7.
8.
9.
1o.
1.

120

13.
14.
15.

Auerbach it Schwanhein,
Benshein pit Sch¥nberg und Zell,
Heppenhein,

Zwingenberg, -
Hirschhorn,

lieckarsteinach,

pivlis,

Birstedt,

Lanperthein,

Lorsch it zinhaueen,
Grol-rohrhein,

Viernhein,

Birkensu,

reichenbech mit rlme- und wilmshausen und

timbach.
\




It is not the purpose of this study to ascertain the exact times of
origin of the separate congregations. In general, one can state:

The old trade routes of the Middle Ages wind alang the BergstraBe and
the Neckar valley. Therefore, the Jews prabably settle early in the
district region of Hirschhorn, Bensheim and Auerbach. The town of
Viernheim also reports the time around 1600 to be the founding date of
their Jewish congregation. If one takes into account the vieinity of
Viernbeim to the city of Worms which has one of the oldest Jewish con-
gregations in Germany, then his would be entirely plausible. In
contrast to this example, the other religious congregations originate
towards the end of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th century. 1)

According to the populatian figures of the Grand Duchy of Hesse, the
following reside in the area of the District of BergstraBe:

Year Total Population: 2) Jews: 3) %
1828 60,522 1,033 1.7
1861 72,438 1,643 2.3

These Jews are distributed among the individual reliqious congrega-
tions (inel., affiliated locales) of the district in the following man-
ner:

Locatity 1828 - 1861 »

1. Auerbach 98 9,0 135 8,2

2. Bensheim 107 10,4 100 6,1

3. Heppenheinm 17 745 119 1.2

4. Zwingenberg 39 3,8 72 4,4

5. Hipschhorn 58 5,6 30 1,8

6. Neckarsteinach 44 4,3 5 99 3,6

7. Biblis 75 743 182 1,1

8. Blratadt 44 4,3 45 2,7

9. Lampertheim 79 7.7 160 9,7

1o. Lorsch 63 6,1 ¢« 122 T,4
11. Gro8-Rohrheim 4o 3,9 78 4,7
12. Viernheim 57 5,5 114 6,9
13. Birkenau 66 6,4 104 6,3
14. Reichenbdach 62 6,0 92 5,6
15. Rimbach 129 12,5% 232 14,1

When we compare the two years, we determine that:

With a general increase in population of 19.7%, the Jewish populatian
of the district area increases by 59.1%, so that its relative propar-
tion increases from 1.7% to 2.3 %.

The Jewish coengregation in Rimbach is by far the largest congregation
in both years. In 1828 every eighth, in 1861 even every seventh Jew
of the district resided in Rimbach.



The Jews of Rimbach
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Rimbaeh not only ranks first in the comparison of the Jewish congreqa~
tions among themselves, but also in the comparison of the individua!l
religious congregations (without affiliated locales) tao the respective
local total population, Rimbach maintains this exceptional position
Just 3s clearly: ‘

Town/Locality Total Jews % Total Jews %
1. Auerbach 1574 79 4,4 148eo 120 8,1
2. Bensheln 3977 T4 1,9 47684 98 2,1
3. lleppenhein 3654 i 2,1 4625 119 2,6
4., Iwingenberg 1445 39 2,7 1531 72 4,7
5. Hirschhorn 1583 58 3,7 1893 3o 1,6
6., Reckarsteinach 1271 47 3¢T 1425 59 4,1
7. Biblis 2000 75 3,8 2141 182 8,5
8. Birstadt 1875 4 2,44 2799 45 1,6
9. Lasperthein 3580 79 2,2 5006 160 3.2
1e. Lorsch 2459 3] < 2,6 3262 =1 2,6
1t. Gro8=iohrbeiz 1384 4o 2,9 1622 78 4,8
12. Yiernhein 2483 57 2,3 3577 114 342
13. Birkenau 1130 66 5,8 1341 104 T46
14. leicheunbdach 914 52 S,7 1135 76 6,7
15. iabach 1255 129 16,3 1721 232 13,5

In both years, the proportion of Jews among the tatal population of
Rimbach exceeds 10%. This proportion is not even appraoximated by any
other community of the district.

The exceptional position in the district area is highlighted by the
fact that in 1861 there are in total only 16 towns and villages in the
Grand Duchy of Hesse with more than 200 Jewish inhabitants. In com-
parison to these localities, Rimbach ranks 15th in absolute figures,
in comparison to the local populations, it ranks 5th. It is the 7th
largest Jewish rural community aof Hesse.

2 The Jews of Rimbach

The Jewish Families

A register of inhabitants of the community of Rimbach exists from the
time before the Thirty Years' War, from the year 1507, which was
compiled for an apportionment of funds for distress., Among other, two
inhabitants, "Engel Moyses" and "Niclas Moyses", are listed who,
according to their names, could have been Jews. However, if this were
the case, a special remark would probably have been included,.

Therefore it is assumed that Jews were not allowed to settle in
Rimbach until after the Thirty Years' War. Rimbach itself was sacked
and burned down several times in the years 1622/23 and 1635/38.



Famine and the Plague depopulated the village to a few inhabitants,.
During the resettlement of the community, the counts of Erbach serving
as sovereigns were thankful for anyone willing to settle there. G.
Simon, the later historian of the counts of Erbach, therefore remarks
rather caustically in a treatise on the history of Rimbach in 1838:

"...too little precaution was exercised in the admission of new
inhabitants; hence the many Jews..." 5)

The first definite proof for the presence of a Jewish inhabitant is
found in the cadaster ("Fund~- oder Laagebuch" and "Schatzungs=Buch")
from 1730, Under the cadaster number 64 a, b, ¢, "Mosche the Jew" is
listed. He owns a house, courtyard and garden. The piece of property
is in today's Brunnengasse, at that time, on the outskirts of the
village, and measured 11 1/2 rods *). The street itself leads towards
a hill, so that the property lies approx. 10 m above the village
center. An addendum which cannot be dated seems to mention both
heirs, for the property later goes to

",..Jew Zadick and Jew L6w, each (receiving) half..." 6)

Besides Mosche, "Jew Heyum" also appears in both documents. After
1730, he obtains the property 17 a, b, ¢ of a Johannes Schaller, incl.
house, courtyard and garden, measururing 17 1/4 rods. Compared with
an additional handwritten addendum, this property transfer could have
taken place until 1742, But in any case, Heyum is mentioned in 1758
in another document, according to which he owns property # 36 F 1/2:

"...Jew Heyum (owns) half of this to number 34 et 33." 7)

Besides these two Jews, Mosche and Heyum, there must have been other
Jews living in Rimbach around the middle of the 18th century. The
livestock "protocoll-book™ ("Yieh-'Brotogolt Buch'"), in which all
livestock sales in the community from 1759 to 1791 are registered,
gives us more names. Besides Heyum (1760 - 1771) and Mosche (1759 -
1763), here however as "Mosses gréter", we find in the year:

1759 *Jut L3fer Dafut® from 1759-1769
*Jut Peitel® from 1759=-1791

760 ®L88ex" from 1760-1765
"L5b Dofut*® from 1T760-1781
*Hohier® from 1760=176T. 4o

resides until 1762 in Albersbach and

then moves to Rimbach.
®*Zodvk* from '760-1763
°L3v lg.‘l)P 3‘3-"‘}1’-"{-2“,') only 1760

* must be square rods, 8 - 32 52, depending on state.



"Zoduk" and "L&b auf dem Berg" have already been mentioned above. The
latter, however, only as Ld6b. They own the house in the Brunnengasse
Since this house, as opposed to all the others of the community, 1s
located in 1760 on a hil, it is understandable that this "L&b",

contrast to his namesake, "LGb Dofdt", is called "L&b auf dem Berg"
"L6b on the mountain").

174 “S10kind® von 1764-1773

17N *Guobrich® (Reyum) von 1771-1731

“L8b XoBem"” vyon 1771-1787

1779 "Gogurf® von 1779-1790
*David Somore® pur 1779 (aus Alberebach)

1781 sItrig® (Heyun) von 17381-1791

1789 *5i8kind Heyum® nur 17689

**bntel® von 1789-1791

°Itzig Pelitel® von 1789-1791

1790 *150er Beyun” von 1730-1791

Since the Jews, like the other Eastern peoples, do not yet carry fixed
surnames in those days, it is difficult to recognize any families or

clans from the names cited. Not until an ordinance is passed in 1808,
are the Jews in Hesse also

"...ordered to carry permanent surnames and to use these consistently
in all public and private affairs." 8)

But let's start with the premise that in the Orient (= East of
Europe), the name of the father or mother is added to one's name (f.
ex,, David ben Gurion, Jesus ben Miriam). Thus we can sort the names
cited into eight groups:

(dates: year of the initial entry)

1. Xosche (MoBes griter) 1730 2. Heyum 1742
Zzadux (Sohn?) 1760 Gumbrich Heyum 177
L3b (Sohn?) 1760 Iteig Heyun 131
L8b MoBes 1774 , LbBer Heyum 179

Si8kind Heyua 1782



5. David { not mentioned ) 4, Peitel 1759

L8Ber Darfut
L¥b Doflit

5. L¥ger
7. S4Bkind

1759 Itzig Peitel 1789
1760

1760 6. Mohier ( 21s0 Keyer)174:

1764 8. Goguff (G.MBuntel) 1779
N¥ntel 1789

These eight groups must have been residing in Rimbach by 1779 at the
latest. Many of these names also appear in the cadaster of the com-

munity.
Thus:

Feitel aquires

SifBkind

Gumbrich Heygm

Isaak Heyum
Mannes,
Mendel Marz

Isaak Feitel
Isaak Kahn
Gumbe Lob
Loser Heyum

The last names,

properties 23 a, b, ¢, measuring 18 rods, and garden
property # 40. The same handwriting can be deter-
mined on a deed supplement to property # 56, where
"receives,..half of the house...". According to th
comparison of the handwriting, these transcriptions
must have taken place around 1760.

acquires from property # 55 d 5 L/4 rods. From the
same piece of land,

receives a building-site of aonly 2 rods. A Jew,

on the other hand, receives 6 rods of property #26 d,
also receives 6 rods of property # 38 d. These trans-
fers result after 1780. According to the hand-
writing, these entries stem from the same person wheo
also recorded the following chanqges:

takes over (from his father) property # 23 a, b, c;
receives 2 1/4 rods of property 24 d;

receives 4 rods of property # 34 and

receives 8 rods of property # 260 c for house lots.
Among the last group of entries (1800 - 1810) is the
notation to property # 38 d -- besides Kendel Marx --
",..Alexander Wetterhahn has Peter Schenk (Schenk's?’

1 "
portion,

Wetterhahn and Kahn, are the first surnames existing

in the records from the Erbach-period. Both families belong to the
priest (Cohen) clan.
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The names mentioned so far stem from the estate or livestock books
from that time.But besides the livestock-dealers and those owning
property, a greater number of poor Jews must have lived in Rimbach.
The first clear picture is given to us by the "Rimbach Mayoral List of
1816" ("Rimbacher Biargermeister Rechnung vom Jahre 1816").

According to it, the following had to pay a "Jew fee" ("Judengeld"):

1. Bender, Jud 1o. Oppenheimer, CGumbrich
2. Bergatriger, SlUSkind 11, Oppenheimer, lLiw

3. Breitenbach, Xentel 12. Oppenheimer, Simon

4, David, Levi 13. Sternheimer, Kannes
5. Denuth, Joseph 14, ¥aixel, Isank

6. Kahn, Loew ~15. Testheimer, Loeser

7. Kahn, Eaier 16. Vetterhahn, Alexander
8. Eaufpann, Peidel 17. Zacharias, Israel

9. Oberndorf, Loeser

According to an ordinance issued by the Grand Ducal Hessian govern-
ment of the Province of Starkenburg on November 4, 1822, all mayors
are required to start keeping registers of Jewish births, marriages
and deaths. Until that time, the entries were made by the district
magistrates in the so-called "Jewish registers" ("Juden-Matrikeln").
Unfortunately, these have nat been preserved. From 1823 until 1875,
the required "Jewish registers” are kept by the affice of the mayor.
From 1876 until the present, the registry office, which originated
through Emperial Law in 1875, is responsible for the documentation.
From the registers of deaths, still other families can be determined
within the individual groups before 1823. Thus we have an overview of
150 years of Jewish life.

During this period of time, 115 Jewish families are living in Rimbach.
They are distributed among 20 various groups (A 1 - 19), of which only
6, however, have been residing continuously in Rimbach from the
beginning. These groups are:

Weichsel, Oppenheimer, Breidenbach, Wetterhahn, Westheimer and Kauf-
mann.

The families of Hamburger, Meyer, Westheimer and Marx were established
in the first decades of the 19th centuries. Through new arrivals to
the area (Hambwrger, Gottschalk-Lehrer)* and marriage, the Jewish com-
munity/congregation increases tremendously. The four families are

*"Lehrer"” is either a proper name, or it refers to the profession of
teacher.



able to establish themselves and remain until the Nazi-period.

The families of the groups of Oberndorf (A 15), Demuth (A 16), Kahn (A
17), Zacharias (A 18), Schwab (A 18), David (A 19), Goldschmidt (A 19"
and Joseph (A 19) live in part over several generations in Rimbach
Most of them move to industrial towns in the 2nd half of the 19th
century, so that their names are hardly known any longer. The groups
of Bergstrdler and Sternheimer have no male descendants and die out,

while the names Aschenbrand and David reappear around 1900 due to
marriage.

List of the groups:

Group Number of Families Children
1. Aschenbrzand ? 1 fg 5

2. bergatriifer ? 1 -
3. Breidenbach 3 10 \ 64
4. David 3 an 8
5« Demuth 5 5 = 29
6. Goldschoidt T > 12
7. Hazburger 4 = 21
8., Joseph 6 3
9. Kahn 8 5 40 28
17 107 33

1o. Kaufmann 7 =

11, darx b “’ 29
12, ¥eyer 11 6 o] 29
13. Oberndorf : 8 = 40
14. Oppenheimer 17 e 107
15. Schwad 7 3 1 1.1:

16. Sternheimer -4 =t
17. weichsel 115 49 118
18, Vestheimer 6 .27
19, detterkahn 7 3§
20. Zacharies _4 —&
115 608

In summary, we can determine:
Over 150 years, 20 Jewish groups were at home in Rimbach., In 115
families, 608 children were born.



The Jewish Population according to Statistical Data

Official statistics from 1828 until 1950 give us information about the
development of the Jewish community/congregation of Rimbach. Except
for the period from 1831 until 1858, these population figures are
given according to religions. For the missing time span of 28 years,
which 1s of special importance for the development of the Jewish
congregation of Rimbach, we have several reference points which are
taken into consideration in the following table:

Year "Population Jews %

1828 1255 129 10,3

1836 1395 162 11.6}

1839 1506 170 11,3

1842 1841 185 10,1 preliminary
1846 1665 188 lo,1> estimates of
1848 2208 301 13,6 zzm;'}‘%;c“
1852 2273 258 11,4

1855 2071 240 11,6

1853 2004 233 11,6:

1861 1721 232 13,5

1864 1816 197 11,5

1867 1702 197 11,0

1871 1703 178 10,5

1875 1753 181 10,3

1880 1855 189 10,°

1885 1787 195 10,9

1830 1706 166 9,7

18935 1728 142 8,2

1900 1808 126 7.0

1905 1886 120 6,4

1910 2004 100 95,0

1925 2174 81 3.7

1333 2226 77 345

1939 2129 14 0,7

1950 3064 - -
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According to the increases in the official statistics (1828, 1861 -
1950), the Jewish population increases tremendously, as already
mentioned, in the first half of the 19th century. From then an, the
absolute numbers decrease constantly, with the exception of the year
from 1871 until 1889 which exhibit a slight increase. From 1828 until
1885, the Jewish portion of the total population lies consistently
above 10%. From 1890 on, the percentage drops from 9.7% to 3.5% in
1933 and finally, as a result of the Nazi-oppression, te 0.7% in 1939.
During World War II, the last Jews are deported.

According to the preliminary estimates of the Rimbach community, the
Jewish community/congregation already reaches its climax in 1848 with
301 persons. Although the figures of the previous years demonstrate a
tendency to increase, they do not explain the sudden increase in the
Jewish population from 188 persons (1B46) to 301 persons (1848).
Contrary to this, the decrease from 1848 until 1861 appears to be
entirely given. The question must then be raised whether the high
population of 1848 was at all possible.

According to the Jewish birth and death registers, the numbers giveis
in column A can be calculated as a result of the high excess in
births, These are compared with the numbers of Jewish inhabitants ac-
cording to the preliminary community estimates listed in column R

Year Az R:
1828 129 (Hessian statistic)

1836 162 162
1839 176 170
1842 204 185
1846 227 188
1848 238 301
852 255 258
18565 261 240
1858 267 233
1801 272 252

11



The Jewish Population

— - -——— Official Statistic
Rimbach community tabulation
_____ Corrected figures
— — - Excess in Births

e 64 —67 -71 -75 -Bo -85 -90 =95 1900 05 -1o -25 -33 -39 -50

828 -36 --)9 -42 46 -48 -52 -55 -56
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Both tables show a steady upward development until 1846. The figures
of the preliminary Rimbach community estimates are, with the excepticn
of the years 1848 and 1852, lower in all years. One may assume that
the data for 1848 of the preliminary community estimate is incorrect
An incorrect number must have been recorded for this year so that, in-
stead of 301, only 201 Jews live in Rimbach. Even then, a steady
increase is determinable in the community figqures until 1852: both
data for the year 1852 are almost identical (255 - 258).

The decrease in the Jewish population in the following years can be
explained by the emancipation of the Jews following 1848. It alsao
brought about relief in the Jews' freedam to live where they chose, so
that emigration and resettlement into the nearby industrial towns, in
addition to the decline in excesses in births, are responsible for the
decrease.

As grounds for the low numbers of the preliminary Rimbach communit.
estimates until 1846 aor, in the case of an error, until 1848, the
following paossibility miqht be comprehensible:

Until the emancipation, only the Jews under protection are considered,
together with their families, to be residents while, after 1848, all
Jews living in the locale were counted.

Summary: In the first half of the 19th century, the Jewish congrega-
tion/community of Rimbach grows tremendously. The climax of this
development lies around 1850. At the latest, from 1861, a continuous
decrease can be determined according to the absolute populatiaon
figures as well as the proportion expressed as percentage of the total
population. The last Jews resident for generations are expelled or
exterminated after 1933,

Under sovereign protection, the Jews live relatively peaceful lives in
Germany until the Crusades. Besides freedom of trade and freedom to
practice reliqion, they are qranted security for life and praperty
The Crusades bring about a radical change in the life of the Jews.
From this time aon, no century passes without persecutiaon of Jews
Thus in the near homeland region, Weinheim a.d.8. (an der BergstraBe),
is affected by the Jewish persecution by the Franconian knight, Rind-
fleisch, 9) 1In these years, Rindfleisch kills claose to 100,000 Jews
in 140 communities through his unrestrained skirmishes. Several
centuries later, in 1349, a rabbi 1is burned together with a
number of fellow-believers. 10) They are blamed for the autbreak of
the Plague in 1348, The Reformation period brings about no changes in
this condition. The Jews remain autcasts of saociety.

Itinerant Jew
Without means, without permanent residence, debarred from every

"honorable occupation" and left to trade with cheap peddler's qoods,
the great mass of Jewish beggars and petty dealers moves fram ane vil-

13



lage to another. With all means, the authorities look to resist these
wretched creatures and to expel them from the land. This is still
evident in a report from the Council in Michelstadt (previously
Erbach-Fiirstenau) to the Grand Ducal Hessian government in Darmstadt
from 1810:

"...In the middle of last year, one of the Grand Ducal Badensian 777
(government) papers published the ordinance that itinerant beggar
Jews, where ever they might be encountered within the land, be treated
as highly dangerous persons with respect to public safety and be
taken across the border; in the case that they reenter (the land),
they will face corporal punishment...

...Moreover, the same instructions, if generally adhered to closely,
would be of great value to the public safety of this land..." 11)

Making many personal sacrifices, the established protected Jews
support their suffering fellow believers who receive from thewn

".,..supper, lodging, breakfast and an allowance..." 12)

So far as their passaqe is tolerated, the passport controllers have
instructions:

".,..In case there is nothing suspicious, write specified travel routes
alongwith notation of the time when they are to arrive at the various
places into the passports themselves...

This intimidates many of them and prevents at least repeated
returns..." 13)

For this reason, it is the goal of every itinerant Jew to be taken
into the protection of a sovereign.

Protected Jew

The so-called "Jew-0Ordinances" (Judenordnungen) state the terms which
a "protected Jew" must meet. The most important stipulation of the
"letter of protection" is that the sovereign can withdraw the
protection at any qgiven time. The person in question must then leave
the land within a set (short) period of time.

In order to obtain a letter of protection, the applicant must prove to
be in possession of 600 to 1,000 Guilders, he must have a good
reputation, demonstrate skill in trade and be able to read and write
German. Among the sons, only one may obtain protection. This
stipulation is usually dealt with in a generous manner.

On the basis of the Hessian Jew-0Ordinance of the 18th century, the
Grand Ducal Hessian State Minister Du Thil summarizes the rights of
the Jews in such a fashion that they

"...a) enjoy only limited religious practice
b) are merely tolerated
c) are robbed of their rights as citizens
d) pay a protection fee

14



e) are subject to the common jurisdiction..." 14)

Particularly the Jew~Ordinances of the Counts (Grafen) of Erbach are
unknown, The State Archive in Michelstadt halds a caopy of the Je
Ordinance of Count Georg of Hesse from 1629. It is assumed that the
Counts of Erbach employed more or less the Hessian Jew-Ordimances far
their states Erbach-Erbach, Erbach-Flirstenau and Erbach-Schénberqg. On
the other bhand, they issued their own ordinances against wusury
(1790) and reagarding the "raffling privilege of the Christians againsi
the Jews and the Jews among themselvesg".

In a Rimbach~document, the term "“"protected Jew" ("Schutzijude")
appears for the first time in 1770.

"... Protected Jew Heiem and protected Jew Soger from Rimbach wer:s
sold a couple of oxen..." 15)

In connection with a sale in 1782, the Jew Gumbrich is also cited a:
being a protected Jew. Besides Mosche, these three Jews appear t«
have been the first protected Jews in Rimbach; we may assume as much
of Mosche since he already owned house and land in the community in
1730.

An index of the mayor of that time, Bickel, which was campiled
1822, qives information regarding others who were granted protection
after 1780. Since one cannot deny that this index exhibits a certain
originality, I would like to reproduce it here in its entirety:

"Index
of the residing Jews who have been admitted to and taken into
protection in Rimbach

Name of the Jew Protection and Yesr Date Paid Protection Fee
ne RN

Gumderich Oppenheimer Rat Schutz 1780 ::tggg 6 -

Ieack weichsel bt Sohutz 1780 az tfoten 6 -
Eovembr.

Ksntel Breitendach hat Schuts 1791 am 26ten 7 -
oktoder Pas b e

Benter Obverndorf hat Sohutz 1794 am 9tea bezahlt nichts
Deceabdber

berd¥rfec hat Schutsz 1793 am 7ten 6 -
S ' Deceaber
Peitel Xoufzann hat Schuts 1798 am 25ten 6 -

loxd "“{ lovu.nbr.

siexint Berckstiriiser hat aein § huts v rlohrnn in Jahr 1820
v.gcn Sebeh elnes biant ha *i Qb ﬁi}f Jahr
.kTh"'Lut: Gglt mit 6 Culten bezanlt

Keyer Xahn bhat Schutz 1809 am Joten 6 -
october

Senter seterhahn Witid hat Schutz 1808 :nizszen 3 -
Hely

L5ser Vesthoimer hat Schutz 1809 an 14ten 26 32
Augus

15



schtlugn Oppenheimer bat Schutz 1809 an 19ten 19 54 _

April

L8b ¥ahn hat Schutz 1811 an Sten 26 352
September

Isack Zarias hat Schutz 1813 an 25ten 15 24
Janvi

L¥b Oppenheiner hat Schutz 1813 an Siten 8 51
Kertz

Heouuz= ¥eichsel hat Schutz 1817 an 11ten 6 4o
october

?ratel EKahno witid hat Schute 1817 an 5Sten 3 -
Sepiember

This protection fee is paid to the Grand Ducal tax coallector WalB i
Michelboch. Jews showed me his protection. This I certify
Rimbach, September 12, 1822 Mayor

Bickel siqnature

However, we've two other Jews here who have not been granted protection
in Rimbach, but have only a "Drolrant" ("tolerance")-certificate.
Their names are Demut and L&b Hamburger." 16)

From the index we conclude:

1. Seven protected Jews live in Rimbach in 1822, who had already
received their letter of protection durinq the Erbach-period
(BergstrdBer is among these, too). Anaother nine families were aranted
protection after 1B06 under Hessian rule. Their ancestors had
probably also already lived in Rimbach.

2. Besides the protected Jews, two Jewish families are residing with
a residence permit.

3., These 18 families come from 12 groups:
Opppenheimer (3 families), Kahn (3 fam.), Weichsel (3 fam.),

Oberndorf (2 fam.), Breidenbach, Kaufmann,
Bergstrigter, Wetterhahn, Westheimer,
Zacharias, Demuth, Hamburger.

4, The protection fee to be paid vascilates between 3 Guilders and 26
Guilders and 32 Ffarthings. The economic conditions are decisive in
this variable taxation, as is evident in the position of the district
magistrate of the county of Lindenfels regarding appliecatians aof
individual Rimbacher protected Jews to receive partial remission of
their protection fee (A 2 = 2 ).

Besides the protection fee, all Rimbacher Jews are to pay 2 Guilders
per year as "Jew fee" ("Judenqeld"”) to the community. Around 1830, it
is enly 1 Guilder 30 Farthingqs. In 1835, the Jew fee is lifted en-
tirely by the government as a result of a petition of the Jewish
executive committee. 17)

A grave financial burden is the ‘"body duty" ("Leibzoll") for the

16



Jews. Whenever they cross over any state border, they must pay a
specified monetary sum, as for livestock. During the sale of a pair of
oxen, the Jew Heyum exclaims to Johann Peter Becker from Mérlenbach
that he

"...had to pay 1l0Farthings body duty each time that he hadto go to
Morlenbach in order to request his payment...". 18)

Let's consider that in the Weschnitz-Valley alone, there were 4
different state borders in those days (Kurmainz, Erbach, Kurpfalz and
Wambold) where body duty was charged. Thus it becomes understandabie
that the Jewish merchants make use of all devices in order to avoid
this additional tax burden: Often they have Christiang take their
livestock over the border, while they themselves cross over on
uncontrolled paths. 19)

17
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Local Citizen

The idea of equality of all human beings is incerporated in the
Declaration of Independence of the USA (1776), In the German speakin
area, the Tolerance Patent of Emperor Joseph II (1786) is the firs
attempt at the emancipation of the Jews:

"...Through the edict, education and utilization/employment of the
Jews for the state were to be promoted without granting thenm
additional rights as state citizens beyond the toleration already
granted". 20)

Legal equality is achieved on European scil through the revalution in
France in 1789. After the occupation of the regions left of the
Rhine, Napoleon introduces the French constitution here in 1808
Article 1 of the ordinance dated January 27, 1808 states:

“...0ur subjects belonging to the mosaic religion are to enjoy th
same rights and freedoms as our other subjects...". 21)

Therefore it is understandable that in Hesse, too, attempts are being
made to alleviate the lot of the Jews, especially after Hesse is
raised by Napoleon in 1806 to a grand duchy. 1In 1809, the alread
mentioned Du Thil draws up a recommendation regarding the improvemen
of thecivil position of the Jews, inwhich he supports a step-by-step
introduction of equality. Particularly the rural Jews, "who are cn the
lowest level with respect to culture,"” 22) are to mature into state
citizens through education and cultivation. In 1823, an ordinance
requires sll Jewish children to attend public schools (see p. 53 f.).

As early as 1805 or 1807, the body duty for native and outside Jews is
lifted. Since 1808, they are required to have German surnames, and in
1812, the last stipulations concerning the right of refusal (Erbach:
raffle privilege)} dropped.

According to the community requlations of 1821 Jews, too, may be
admitted as locsl citizens if they have already been granted state
citizenship. In order to become a state citizen, they must meet the
following requirements:

"...I. Every Jew to be granted state citizenship must be able to read
and write German.
II. He must have a good reputation with regard to his actions and
mode of life.
III. He must either
1) be engaged in wholesale trade, be it with qoods, livestock
or crops:
Here, the following stipulations must be considered:
a) He must demonstrate ownership of 4,000 Guilders in
capital and real estate;
b) Wherever trade quilds exist, he must become a member
thereof,...
c) In the case of commodity-trading, he must maintain a
private firm;
2) Be engaqed exclusively in agriculture or husbandry;

19



or
3) carry out a trade or a well-learned artifice/skill.

Iv. Should he be engaged in any sort of petty-dealing, he must
give it up and promise never to have anything te do with
petty-dealers..." 23)

The stipulations under I and Il are the same as those for the admis-
sion of protected Jews. Hence particular importance is given to the
demands: wholesale trade, means of 4,000 Guilders and refraining from
petty-dealing and dealers.

Of these stipulations, proof of possession of 4,000 Guilders seems to
me to be the toughest. It shows that in those days, securing state
citizenship depended more on wealth than on education., If a Jew has
this sum, it is not difficult for him to fulfill the other require-
ments. At that time, 4,000 Guilders were equivalent in value to 100
to 130 oxen. According to present-day (= 1965) prices, this would
still be 90 to 120,000 DM. Since this amount is not easily attained
through retail-trade business, it is self-evident that, according to
the law, only few can apply for state citizenship. Until absolute
equality in 1B48 (27 years later), 11 Jews were entered into the
citizen register in Rimbach. They were

| .'g_:,&%,om 9ﬂga_n£1 Place of Birth Year of Birthmﬁs&‘gat.on
1822 VY.ghn, L¥D .iabach 1784 Kandelesnana
1823 Eabn, Xardochai nizbach 1801 ﬁinﬁf}nnann
1830 uwetterhahn, Camuel iimbach 1604 Siﬁqi{iiiub*f
1632 Z2acheriss, Isazk Himbach 1802 ﬁifggfgiﬁeiiﬁux
1€33 Lkaln, layer Himbach 178% eg?; gach&-
1338 Goldechmidt, Samuel Grofzimmern 1812 teue€L~ dler’
1840 Cppenheimer, HUBkind iimbach 1797 xé??’mﬁ‘n"“
1841 Oberndorf, Simon Aimbach 1810 Y. Q\Aeicxh._ndle
1842 Oppenheimer, Salomon Himbach 1792 xaum“
1845 Oppenheimer, 3U8kind HAimbach 1823 Handelsmann
1847 det%e¢echahn, ¥olf Zimbach 1612 Handelscann

In 1848, 238 Jews live in Rimbach, which would be approx. 40 families,
But thereafter, only a fourth of the family fathers would have been
able to secure state and local citizenship. If we order these
according to their groups, the groups would be represented as follows:

Kahn = 3 times, Oppenheimer - 3 times, Wetterhahn - twice,
Zacharias - once, Coldschmidt - once, Oberndorf - once.

Families from the other 11 groups were unable to prove ownership of
4,000 Guilders.
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Not until the Law of Religious Freedom of August 2, 1848 does the long
awaited equality become reality. Article 2 states:

" ..Differences of religious beliefs have no consequences in t!
realm of political or civil rights..." 24)

From this point on, the proof of wealth is dropped as a stipulation;
it is possible for all Jews to become local citizens.

According to the "citizen register" ("Birgerregister"), the following

were admitted:

Time Total # of Town Citizens # of Jews Y
among_them
1822-1828 56 2 3,5
1829-1838 CE] 4 4,5
1839-1648 121 5 4,1
1649-1858 79 17 21,5
1859-1868 160 18 1,3
1869~1878 101 7 6,9
1579-1888 60 3 5,0
1889-1898 89 4 4,5
1899-1908 9 4 444
1304-1518 8% 8 9.4
1913-1923 120 =it 3,3
6

(1923 ‘End of the citizen register)

Ordered according to groups, it ds the following Jews:

Group: Kane: (Year of pirth / Year of Town citizenship

“elchael: lazarus(1815/1852)~1unnasnes( 1813, 1652)-David( 1500/
1852)~Isark{ 1835/ 1864 )-Isaukx(1839/1865)=Ioaax I1l.
(1842/1867)=tcees(1841/18686)~-L8b(1840/1871)=Gustay
L8(1852/1890)~Liarx(1879/1901)~54z0on( 1375/1906)
Abrah%n(1883/1914)-Dav1d(1879/1919)-Kugo(1892/1323)
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opycnheincr:

Ereitenbackhi

vetterhahn:

Eabnsl
Layers:
Laufnanas
Uberndorf:
Deauth:
Lazburzer:
ssstheimer:

voldsclusidt:
Unr-x:
Zacharias:
David:
domeph:

Schrab;

SUBkind(1797/1840)-Calomon(1792/1842)- UCkirnd
(1823/1845)~Joseph(1617/18%0)~He uz(1825,1350) -
Zacharian I.(1814/1851)-L8b(1784/1852)~aler
(1827/1854)-Heyun 1I. (1834, 1866)-Nerzann{ 14857/
1890)-tayer(1847/1911)-1aldor(16681/1811)-

Alexander(16826/1851)=Lararus(1802/1661)-tierz
(1840,/1864)=1nnuk(1835/1666)-Ferdinund(1642/1470)-
Kendel(1848/1878)=lazarus(1853/18:1)

Samuel(1804/1830)=d01£(1612/1847)-Lemle(1807/1851)
Alexander(1838/1865)=Alexander( 18451879 )= zuel
(1858/1885)-Leo{1881/1911)

Lbb(1784/1822)-}ardochali(1801/1825)=Leyer( 1785/
1833)-Earl(1831/1857)-Isack({1826/1G660)

¥ortchen koses{1793/1852)=1oees{1829/1665)-5eyun
(1832/1866)=-51Ekind(1833/1870) - ax{1863/1836)

Lazsrus(1805/1853)=Saxuel( 1640, 1866)-Ludwi;( 1678/
1906)=itoritz(1878/1908)

simon(1810/1841)-Heyun(1796/1854 )~Anshela(182¢/
1863 )~Lazarus I1,.(1841/1871)

Zacharies(1812/1851)=hacher(1814/1860)-Zacharias
(1844/1871)

Jakob(18}9/1865)-Rud0i£(1871/1898)-Hor1tz(1855/
1911)

Isaak(1812/1872)=-Jakob{1882/1912)-Gustav(1890/
1922)

Samuel(1812/1838)~Kayer(1839/1861)
Hoses{1853/1918)-bertkold(1689/1821)
Isazk(1802/1832)-Eirsch(1842/1665)
Devid(1886/1917)

Hermarn(1623/1853)

¥olr(1803/1856)

22



Trade and Occupations

22A



228



Trade and Occupations
Jew Ordinances in Hesse and Erbach

Until the middle of the 19th century, the Jews are for the most pa1.
forced to earn their livelihood through trade and the lending of
money. The strict guild requlations in all the states make it impos-
sible for them to learn a trade (skill). It is also prohibited that
they buy agricultural property so as to prevent them from settling as
farmers. For these reasons, the greatest number of Jews are poor
itinerant Jews who fight their way through life as peddlers with
petty-dealing. These "retail businesses™ must bring enough profit
until one day the sum necessary for "protection” is together. The
fact that here overproportionately high demands are often made on the
buyer is not surprising.

The Jew ordinances set rigid guidelines within which Jewish trade i«
to take place. They can

"...buy and sell in a prudent fashion, but only at those places where
there are no guilds..."

On the other hand, they may not

"...sell their goods door to door nor to our subjects at a higher
price than they would be valued by Christians..."

In the trade of groceries, they are only permitted,

"...on week- and other market-days, (to) not have first but rather
second choice of groceries..."

Strict requlations exist particularly reqgarding the lending of maney.
Here one may not set

"...the principal sum higher than the sum lent in the promissory note
or advertisement...so during the entire year, 5% or at most 6%..."

may be collected as intereat. Whoever does not adhere to this ordi-

nance, must count on confiscation of his assets or an other severe
penalties.

All debentures as well as trade of livestock, goods and field crops
exceeding the sum of 20 Guilders (Erbach, 10 Guilders) must

*...be set with the officials or in the local court...” 25)

and be certified.

Furthermore, they may

"lend to no spouse without previous knowledge of the other, ...have no
outstanding interest over 2 years without suing, ...not bribe any

official, ...take proper precautions that they do not lend on stalen
goods, ...sell no fat steck to butchers..." 26}
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The Counts of Erbach include a further passaqge in their ordinance of
1790 which entirely prohibits putting livestock in another's stable in
return for half of the profits or losses since, in so doing, the Jews

"...practice the gravest form of usury and bring greatest damage an
ruin upon the subjects..." 27)

Consequently, the Jews have only a very narrow latitude in their trade
businesses. They must diligently and indefatiqably go after every
piece of business in order to attain a profit ("Revach") sa that they
can continue to exist despite the financial burdens.

Trading Center Rimbach

Rimbach's Jews are primarily engaged in trade with agricultural pro-
ducts., Grains, flour, livestock, skins, leather, but also brandy and
iron are the goods which the farming population wants to sell ar buy.
Rimbach, being a market place in the middle of the Weschnitz Valley,
is the ideal place for this type of business. The neighboring vil-
lages of Zotzenbach, Bonsweiher, Albersbach, Scheuerberg, Mitlechtern
and Mittershausen belang to the Parish of Rimbach, which alsa puts
Rimbach into the center of church life of these communities, at least
gsince the Reformation. The parent congregation-community is hence the
given place where the church goers of the affiliate congregations can
obtain everyday necessities and talk about trade business after the
church service. Consequently, Rimbach has already early on four
annual fairs. In one announcement, the community is

"...graciously allowed (in 1809) to again move their amnnual fair fraom
work days back to Sundays...(namely)...

...that the lst fair always be held on January lst -- and

the 2nd on the Sunday before "Maria-Verkindigqung”

and, in case this day falls on a Sunday, on the day of "Maria-Verkin-
diqunq" --

the 3rd on the Sunday before "Matheus™, and an the day of "Matheus" in
case it falls on a Sunday ==

the 4th on Hallowmas (November 1)}." 28)

The popular names for these fair days are: New Year's-, "Kleibels"-
"Matthias”- and Hallowmas-fair. According to the announcement men-
tioned above, the "Kleibels"-fair is the fair on "Maria-Verkiundiauna".
29)

The names point back to pre-Reformation times from which the faur
annual fairs are apparently taken. They are retained until the end of
the 19th century.

Besides the annual fairs, there are also four livestock fairs in
Rimbach until 1828. On June 24, 1829, the mayar of Rimbach announces
in a "livestock fair announcement':

"The community of Rimbach has been given permission by the highest

"nlace" to conduct feur annual livestock fairs besides the already
permitted four, making it a total of eight livestock fairs annual-
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ly.ee" 30)

With ministerial permission of January 22, 1833, the number of annual
livestock fairs is increased from 8 to 10. 31) The last livestor
fairs are conducted around 1870. The Council Protocoll to estimat®
the community budget in 1867 notes:

"...There is no lonqer any revenue (per head of livestaock) from the
livestock fairs." 33)

This development corresponds entirely to the documentations of the
livestock sales. The protocoll book of the livestock sales from 1759
- 1790 shows, on a yearly average, still very modest trade turnover.
While in 1760 - 1769 and 1780 - 1789 30 sales contracts are drawn up,
the seventies show only approx. 10 sales on a yearly average. Thirc
severe decline is attributed to high cost of living and famine whic.
cecurred from 1771 - 1773, but also still after 1816. 34) Beside

poor harvests, the war years are responsible for the decline in trade.
A petition of the livestock trader Simon Oppenheimer for the remission
of the protection fee from 1822 makes this evident:

"..amy entire earnings consist solely of livestock trading which has
almost completely disappeared due to the stagnation of the busi
ness..." (A 20).

But already towards the end of the decade, livestock trade is
revitalized and grows tenfold until 1850 - 1859 compared to the time
before the turn of the century., The following overview illustrates
this:

Livestock sales documented in protocols of ihe community of Rimbach

i Decade Livestock sales -Years « Yearly averagé
1760-1769 3% : 1o - 35
1770=-1779 14 3 10 - AR
1780-1789 279 1 10 - 28
1820-1829 316 2 3 - 105
1830-1839 1156 3 5 = 231
1840-1849 1125 3 4 - 281
1850-1859 1 201 3 4 - -1 )
1860-1869 1521 1 9 = 169

i 1870-1879 1 027 3 o - 103

' 1880-1889 637 1 1o - 64
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The table clearly shows the climax of trade activity between 1830 and
1859 (compare graphic representation, p. 36).

During the 100 years (1760 - 1860), the participation of the Rimbache
Jews in the livestock market expressed as percentage is consistently
the same:

In the B32 existing protocols of livestock trade of the 18th century,

approx. 52% are Rimbacher Jews = 432 entries
apprax. 16% are outside Jewish merchants = 137 entries

as sales partners, 69% of the livestock market is in Jewish hands at
that time.

For the time after 1800, I would like to refer to 1835 for comparison
In this year there are 211 sales contracts. This corresponds to the
average of the approx. 2,600 protocolled sales contracts from 13
different years of the first half of the 19th century. Here, Rimbachs
Jews are represented 112 times = 53% and outside Jews 62 times = 29%.
That corresponds to a Jewish participation of 82%.

Comparatively, we can retain that during these 100 years the
percentage of participation of the Rimbacher Jewish merchants in the
livestock market remains the same with 53%. Qutside Jews double their
activities (from 16% to 29%). We may assume that, as is customary in
the business world, the Rimbacher Jews were functioning as brokers in
these dealings.
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Livestock traders while shaking hands

Weather-vane on the Village Common
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The profits which were attained in livestock trade in those days is
not easily determinable today. The livestock obtained in Rimbach is
generally offered for sale in other localities and the sales contract
is also certified there. 0On the other hand, the livestock which is
for sale in Rimbach was, without exception, bought elsewhere. We have
but a few examples which qive us an approximate picture of the
attained profit margin.

Thus on March 2, 1780, a

"...Michael Wecht from Minschboch (sells) a pair of oxen to Jew MoGes
Salmon of Reichelsheim for 46 Emperial Coins (Rei8tholer) cash..." 36)

The same pair of oxen returns through a second sales cantract from
Moses Salomon to Michael Wecht. Merchant Salomon receives only 5]
Emperial Coins (Reichstaler) for them.

"...Besides approx. 150 litres spelt (ein Molter spelQen)...Wecht
promises the Jew to pay for the oxen on {(Petterydag) 178l..." 37)

Here, to a certain degree, the Jew gives Michael Wecht a loan for one
year with the purchase and simultaneoys sale., His prafit amaunts
to approx. 6 Emperial Coins = eleven percent, including approx. 15C
litres spelt (ein Malter Spelzen).

In another deal of 1835, Manasses Weichsel buys a heifer from a farmer
from Scharbach for the price of 39 Guilders. 38) After 14 days, he
sells itto an Adam Walter from Kocherbach for 45 Guilders and 12
Farthings. 39) The profit here amounts also to approx. 1l1%. Compared
to today's trade margins, this is but a meager profit.

The extend to which the community of Rimbach has developed into an
agricultural trade center of the Odenwald is demonstrated by a map of
the home localities of the farmers and merchants who had come from
near and far to attend the livestock fair in Rimbach in 1835 and to
close contracts:
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from the Odenwald, particularly the communities of the Weschnitz-
Valley, including the side valleys and many localities of the
Ulfenbach-, Gersprenz- and Mimling-Valleys are represented. In
addition, there are almost all the villages and towns of the
BerastraBe and the large communities of the Ried. But also localities
on the other side of the Main (Eppstein in the Taunus), the Rhine
({Bockenheim and Kindenheim in the Palatinate) and the Neckar
(Neckarbischofsheim) appear in the protocolls.

This demonstrates the resonance of the market place Rimbach and the
quality of the traded livestock, but primarily also the
industriousness and the far-reaching business connections of its
Jewish livestock dealers. In the first half of the 19th century, they
turned Rimbach into a respected trade center of the Odenwald.

The Jewish Peddling Trade

From the beginning, pooritinerant Jews have been dependent upon
dealing with second-hand and other petty goods. In the villaqges, they
go from house to house offering used household goods and articles of
clothing or buying or exchanaing the same. This "petty trading"”
(*Schacherhandel"), not tied to any permanent place, is the lowest
level of the trading business. It is always frowned upon by the
government, often even prohibited.

Protected Jews, but also "tolerated" Jews, can obtain a "peddler
patent” ("Hausierpatent") upon application for retail trade of
gspecified goods. In order to exclude the peddler, strict measures are
included when presenting the certificate of permission. One ordinance
from 1822 admonishes the officials to act with great caution and
discretion when issuing the licenses, and makes it their duty:

1. "...to take the petitioner's good reputation and mode of life into
consideration...” 40) and
2. to require proof of a specified sum {(of money).

One fears

"...that for extremely poor Christians and Jews who don't even have
enough money to enable them ta buy qoods which they want to peddle the
peddling trade would serve as the pseudonym of a vagabond- and beggar-
existence..." 41)

Should this suspicion exist, no "certificate of concession"

("Concessionsschein”) may be issued. When being granted their
license, the petitioners must pay a relatively hiaqh sum for the
patent. In 1823/24, the fee amounts to 10 fl., 15 f. Under

these circumstancesa, 18 protected Jews of Rimbach obtain a peddling
license in the years 1823 - 1840, Only one petition is denied. 1in
1830, the authorities deny the town citizen, Samuel Wetterhahn,
permission to engage in retail trade since, as a town citizen, he has
committed himself to conduct only wholesale trade.

The peddling permit is valid for the entire Hessian region with the
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exception of the 1l towns: Darmstadt, Offenbach, Mainz, Worms,
Bingen, GieBen, Friedberg, Alsfeld, Lauterbach, Schlitz and
Biedenkopf. The mayors of these cities can, however, issue a special
license

"...if the goods in question (are) not (available there) at all or in
adequate quality, or not in good quality..." 42)

Change of Occupation

Legal equality of the Jews influences to a great degree the
professional choices of the Jewish youth.

Until the middle of the century, we find, without exception, only
Jewish merchants. All of them have their steady customers. In each
case, the type of trade, together with the business, is handed down
until the Nazi-period from the father to one of his sans.

Thus, of the 76 Jewish local citizens of Rimbach who are entered in
the citizen register of the community from 1822 - 1923,

approx. 75% declare themselves to be merchants,
approx. 20% declare themselves to be salesmen,
approx. 5% declare themselves to be artisans

in their registration.

The professional choice of the children who are unable to take over
the father's business develops in an altogether different manner.
With the rise of industry and the emancipstion of the Jews, a

clearly noticeable migration into the industrial cities becomes
apparent. Besides entire families, primarily the Jewish youth of
Rimbach takes part in this. The growing capitalism demands clever
commercial thinking which is particularly characteristic of the Jews
experienced in trading, so that they are able to quickly adapt to the
new economic system. According to the register of withdrawal notices
kept in the community since 1875, the merchant of the old school
disappears almost entirely, namely to 6%. 40% have some sort of
commercial profession; there is an increase in artisan professions
(tailor, baker, butcher, upholsterer, etc.), particularly among women
(21%). The fact that a high percentage of jitinerant individuals
declare intellectual professions (student, instructor of a trade/art,
lawyer, physician) seems especially informative to me.

Thig proves that the Jews of Rimbach also had already at an early
time a keen sense of decisive changes and transformations to appear in
the economic and cultural realm. In their thinking as well as in the
decisions they made, they were decades ahead of the world around them.
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The Jewish Houses of Rimbach

"House Lots" (Hauspldtze") and Dwelling-Haouses before 1820

For the protected Jew, house and land ownership was possible far a
long period of time only under most difficult conditions. B8esides the
requirement of permission granted by the sovereign authorities when
purchasing real estate, the "right of refusal" ("Abtriebsrecht")
exists in Hesse, in Erbach the "raffle right" ("Auslosungsrecht"),
This sales privilege stems from old Germanic times. In property sales
to strangers, blood relatives were able to make claims upan the piece
of property sold. The "right of refusal to sell or "privilege tao
raffle off a piece of property" which had no time limitation gave this
privilege to the members of the community for the case that Jews or
other outsiders desired to purchase a piece of property lying within
the community common, In 1774, the "right of refusal"” regarding dwel-
ling-houses is limited in Hesse-Darmstadt to 30 vears. In the three
regions of the state of Erbach, it was unclear and variously obser-
ved, which led the Counts of Erbach to issue an ordinance in 1792
establishing the

"rights of refusal” of Christians against Jews, and of Jews amoang
themselves..." 43)

anew in favor of the Jewish population. It states:

"In the future, whoever wants to make use of the privilege to raffle
off a piece of property against the Jews must exert this right before
14 days (have passed) in the case that he be present, or before 3
months have passed in the case that he be absent. Excluded from this
are only the citizens of the town of Michelstadt who may for an entire
year make use of the raffle-privileqe against the Jews, however,
without discrimination whether the raffling party be present or ab-
sent..." 44)

In 1805, Hesse-Darmstadt limits the right of refusal to 3 months and,
in 1812, it is lifted in all Hessian provinces, including the lands of
its sovereignty.

The two Jews, Mosche and Heyum, are Rimbachs first Jewish house owners
(see map, p. 38)., Mosche owns property # 64 (Brunnengasse # 8), Heyum
the two houses on properties # 33 and 36 (Bismarckstra8e 10, 10a),
According to the cadaster (Schatzungs Buch"), Heyum had already pre-
viously bought house # 17 (Schlo@gasse, near the Cathalic church) from
Johannes Schaller. Around 1733, the Counts of Erbach-Schdnberg erect
a large seigneurial building here. Probably due to the raffle privi-
lege, Heyum must give up his property. Before 1758, be it by means of
purchase or exchange, he obtains in its place garden lots # 34 and
36 P 1/2 lying next to each other. He has a house built on each one
of them., According to the cadaster of 1750, property # 17 is in the
possession of the "Most Gracious Sovereign Authority" (Gnddigste Herr-
schaft) in 1758. In 1836, the Jews buy the mansion 45) and in 1839,
they erect a synagogue there. 46)

Mosche's house doesn't continuously remain in Jewish hands either. In
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1758, it is still registered wunder his name. According to the
cadaster, # 64, house, courtyard and garden, is transferred to the
Jews, Zadik and Low. A Valentin Allert takes over the piece of
property from them. According to the "fire cadaster"
("Brandkataster"), he is still the owner in 1820. In the same year, 3
Nikolaus Allert becomes the owner, who in turm sells it to Simson
Oppenheimer in 1828, Ffrom then on, it remains continuously in Jewish
possession until 1935,

It is unlikely that any raffle privilege was involved in the transfer
to Valentin Allert. Mosche alone owned the house for at least 28
years. Another explanation seems more plausible:

The cadaster ("Fund- und Laage Buch") states among the notations to
property # 63:

"... 6 R{ods) Valentin Allerd...
12 R Jewish school..."

Both entries are crossed out. 0On the same page, there is a notation
to property # 64:

"...the Jewish school is situated on 64 c..."

From the various maps of the community from 1730 / 1842 / 1910 and
1960 47), as well as from the house number entriesin the fire
cadaster of 1820 / 1842 and 1885, we are able to determine without
doubt the Mosche (Valentin Allert) house and the Jewish school over
the entire period of time: the Jewish school is situated on the
earlier property # 63 (Brunnengasse # 6), the Mosche house, an
property # 64 (Brunnengasse # 8).

As mentioned above, Allert had acquired 6 rods = 120 m2 of property 63
for a house lot. The house which he builds on this site later is
transferred to the Jewish congregation in the form of the Jewish
schoaol. In turn, Allert receives the old Mosche property with house,
courtyard and garden, measuring in total 11 1/2 rods. Until the
school house is taken over by-the David Weichsel family in 1835, the
Jewish school teachers live there.

In the second half of the 18th century, a number of real estate lots
are purchased by Jews. Economic distress caused by the war times and
poor harvests together with the new ordinance regarding the "raffle
privilege™ facilitate these buys. The house lots are quite small,
measuring 2 1/4 to 9 rods = 60 to 210 m2. The price for a building
site is very high. Ffor 1l rod (approx. 24 m2), one must pay about 15
Guilders. 1In today's (1965) currency, this would correspond to 17 DM
for one square meter.

First of all, one constructs modest one-story (=two-story in American
terms) houses which are enlarged and improved according to financial
circumstances. According to the fire cadaster of 1820, the following
Jews own houses in Rimbach:
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House number

Name: First name Insurance
ttoday ) Value in 71,
24
S;ud-tm. 12) Oberzi.zfer Liser, Esyum 4oo
ggnumcngme 6) Judenschaft 1500
égluptetrudo 16) Steruheimer NKannes =250
(30h1085uee 4) Kahn Xayer 500
85
(Schlofgasse 1) Faufmann Peidel 1750
91
{nauptatrale 21b) Breidenbach Kendel 1750
8
?“.uptltrlﬂ. 19a) wetterhahn Alexander 800 1/2 Haus
1¢92
(u;upﬂiraﬁe 17)  vestheimer Lsser 1500
1o
(g%mnrckotnﬂe 10) Zacharias Israel 800
1
(g%.nuokltraﬁc 7a) Teichsel Isaak So0
1
(BismarckstraBe  7b) Oppenheicer Guabrich 450

In 1820, there were altogether at least 14 groups with 17 families
living in Rimbach. But according to the table, 10 families fram 10
qroups have their own home {(see p. 46/47).

The fire insurance value of the houses fluctuates between 400 and 1750
Guilders. While one half lies above the average insurance value of the
village (1122 Guilders per house), the other half remains cansiderably
below it. The economic situation of the Jews must accordingly have
been very variable.

House Ownership after 1820

The fire cadasters of the 19th century give us detailed information
reqarding the further development of Jewish house aoawnership.
According to them, 59 buildings were in Jewish hands fram 1820 until
1930. The buildings themselves are mostly situated alonqg the old
"transit street” Weinheim-Firth (SchloBgasse-Haupt- und Fahrenbacher
StraBe) and around the old Jewish school on the Brunnenaasse. A large
part of them is in the vicinity of the "market" place. After the
construction of the new state road, several Jewish businessmen settle
in the new construction area. The following table qives us a precise
overview af where the buildings were located and of the time in which
they were inhabited by Jews.
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12.
13,
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Jewish Buildings/Houses of the Communtty of Rimbach

Street
yauptﬂtrﬂ.ee
(1056-1939)
nauptﬂtraﬁﬁ
(1320-1873)
igu tatrase
(1570-1937)
Hauptstrale
(1832-1880)
lipuptotraSe
(1839-1937)
Hauptstrale
(1620-1899)
Hauptotrale
(1828-1899)
HauptstraGe
(1820-1939)
Hauptatrale
(1847-1941)
flauptetrale
(1820~1941)
lisuptstrale
(1820-1889)
sackgassoe
(1842-1916)
Brunrcengasse
(1823-1871)
Bruncengasae
(1840-1338)
Brunnengasse
(1040-1899)
Bruanangasse
(1874-1899)
Brunnengasoe
{1820-1939)
Brunnengzassce
(1828-1935)
Brunnengassae
(1097-1934)
Brunnenganse
(1844~1955)
Zrunnenganse
(1842-1902)
%aldstrafe
(1836-1856)
valdstraSe
(1820-1910)
valdatrale
(1836-1860)
‘aldatrage

10
15
16a
16
15
17
19
21b

-

O O v s

1
15
17

4
12
14
16

1820 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1900 10 7o 30 40

(1836-42/1897-04)

‘wldatrafe
(1854-1870)
Holzberz
(1672-1877)
Loleverg
(1854-1859)
Lolzbe r -
(1908-191,)

+ fahirenbacher

P A o5 o
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Synagogue, Women's

L 31. Janrsndacoes o
(1842-1958)

32. Pahrenbacher 11
(1870-1953)

33. blszarcxatr,
(1353-1876)

J4. 3Jisaarckstr. 7
{1820-1903)

35. 3iscarckstr. 7
(1820-1903)

36. Bisaarckatr. lo
(1820-1327)

37. Sismarckstr. 11
(1821-1866)

38, 3ismarckstr. 16
(1838-1896)

J9. Sochlo3zasse 1
(1820-1840)

40, JchloBgzasae 4
(1820-1862)

41. SchloS8gasss [
(1854-1935)

42. Schlofgansse 7
{1830-1879)

43. Sohlo8ganse 1o
(1874-1902)

44. Lchlofgasse 14
(1879-1835)

45. SchloBzasse 16
(1886-1895)

46. CchloBgzasge 24
{1851-1922)

47. deinzenwissanw,.2
(1336-1939)

43. Heinzenwiesenw.3
(1835-1860)

49, Heinzenwiesenw.i3
(1947-1892)

50. Brehmergarten Sb
{(1823-1900)

51. Brehmerg./Gymns,
(1870-1936)

$2. Uymnasiunstr, 11
(1847-1932)

53. Cymnasiumstr, 12
(1880-1912)

54, Staatastrase 7
(1854-60/76-1938)

55. Staatastrale 16
(1874-1942)

56. LStaatastrafe 20
(1831-1937)

57. Stoatoatrale 47
(1911-1937)

58. lLagerhalle/Bahnh,
(1921-1935)

59. Bahnhofstrale 17
{1910-1936)

Including 20—

Bath, Warehause 5

.

18 29 33 39 37 38 37 31 28 25 28 7.




From the table we conclude that Jewish ownership of buildings
increases from 17 homes in 1820 to 39 homes in 1860 (almost 400%'.
This increase was, however, only partially necessary due to the growth
of the Jewish population: 1820 = approx. 100 persons, 1852 = appro>
260 persons, increase = 250%. Beyond this, it was the blossoming
trade business of these decades which enabled the Jews to buy homes in
addition to the necessities. Hence, around 1860, it must have been
possible for almost every Jewish family to live in their own home.
(see map, p. 41)

From 1860 until 1890, the number of Jewish owned houses remains
constant despite qreatly decreasing population numbers; thereafter

both drop in equal praoportions, as the following table demonstrates.
A comparison of the Jewish population numbers with Jewish owned
houses again clearly indicates the improvement of the living standarc
of the Jewish community/congregation in Rimbach during the last 10
years.

Year Jews Buildings/Houses House Uwners Inhabitants
= 1 = given in % per House
|28 129 17 1240 T46
B4o 195 27 13,7 7.2
WSo 258 31 12,0 8,3
6o 232 37 15,9 6,3
870 178 34 19,0 52
w8o 189 36 19,0 5.2
BYo 166 35 21,0 4.7
Moo 126 29 . 22,42 4,3
Bilg 100 26 26,0 348
W20 ca. 81 22 27,0 3.7
Blo ca. T7 21 27,0 347
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3 The "lsraelite Religious Community"

The Jewish Executive Committee

According to Jewish teachings, one uses the term religious community
only when 10 or more male persons aver 13 years of aqe are living in a
aiven locality. At the latest, this must have been the case in
Rimbach in the 2nd half of the 18th century (see Jewish school).

Order within the community is the responsibility of the Jewish
executive committee which is in charge of church services, support for
the poor, the Jewish school and the hiring of a teacher. Palitical
unrest before and after 1800 and the increase of young families in the
first decades of the 19th century must have affected Jewish community
life in Rimbach, Ffor this reason, Mayer Kahn and L&b Oppenheimer,
membersof the Jewish executive committee, of the community submit an
inquiry to the Court of Law in Schénberg in 1820 statinag:

"...that the Jewish executive position has remained vacant for
years..."

(and) "... to what degree they are authorized to intervene in
disorderly situations in and outside of the synagoaque according to
Jewish law and to do away with such disorder. The previous Jewish
executives were authorized to punish disobedient persons within the
Jewish community by demanding a fee of 2 f. to 3 fl..." 48)

They want to know whether this disciplinary authority is still within
their rights and whether

*...in the event of disorderly situations sych as arguments and
fights, the Administrator of Justice Trautmann.,." 49)

is to assist. With a favorable response, they hope to be able to
bring about once again the normal order within the Jewish community of
Rimbach.

Particular gquidelines do not seem to have existed in Hesse in those
years, for in response to this writina, the Justice Official of
Schénberg asks the administration in Reichelsheim how such matters
are handled in the Jewish Community there. Upon having received a
response, the Court of Law in Schidnberq issues separate regulations
for the Jewish community/congregation of Rimbach.

According to these, the community/congregation is qoverned by a board
of 4 men:

1 chair person,

1 officer in charge of charity/ the poor,

1 deputy of the Jewish community/conqreqation and
1 officiating individual
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The chair is the superior of all the Jews. He is in charge

"...of the synagogue, direction, arrangement and supervision of the
church service, direction and supervision of the care of the poo:

requlation of the special necessary income of the Jewis!
community/congregation.” 50)

He is solely responsible to meet all the necessary arrangements, In
the event of disobedience on the part of an adult or a child, he can
impose a fine of up to 1 Guilders 30 Farthings. Poor members of the
community/congregation receive, instead of a monetary fine, a
punishment of spending up to 24 hours in the local jail, which must,
however, be reported to the court of law. Their children, too, can
be locked up by him for up to 3 hours, f. ex., for bad behavior in the
classroom, in which case the local mayor must "execute" the
punishment,. Qut~of-the-ordinary Ffinancial assessments and
expenditures of the Jewish community/congregation are decided upon b
him, the officer in charge of charity/the poor and the deputy by a
majority vote., His term lasts 3 years; upon its expiration, the
Jewish community/congregation nominates 2 new candidates one of whom
1s appointed as chair by the court of law.

The officer in charge of charity keeps the financial books and is t
submit the annual statement to be checked and signed by the chair and
the deputy. He is also responsible for the lights (candles) in the
synagogue, His +term also lasts 3 years. He is elected by majority
vote of the Jewish community/congregation.

The deputy represents - the Jewish community/congregation in all
decisions which the chair is unable to make alone. He, too is elected
for a 3-year term. The members of the executive committee do not
receive a special compensation.

The officiating individual is an employee of the congregation. Since
the cost of having their own teacher would be too great a burden upon
the Jewish community of Rimbach, the congregation is - as has been the
practice up to this point - allowed to assign the posts of officiating
minister, teacher and butcher to one and the same person. Hiring,
dismissals and pay are decided upon by the executive committee by a
majority vote., The butcher responsibilities, however, are not to take
precedence over teaching. The court of law requires the congregation
to continue conducting marning and afternoon classes, retaining the
full number of hours as before. Should an urgent slaughter demand a
reduction of classes, it must occur in the afternoon. The chair must
see to it that the requlations are adhered to and it i1s within his
rightsto impose a fine of 30 Farthings should the teacher be out of
line. In community/congregational life, the teacher is only bound to
the orders and instructions of the chair. His pay comes from the
religious congregation/community, specifically

1/3 from all male residents,
1/3 according to the revenues ("Steuerkapital"”) and
1/3 from the children required to attend school.

As long as the father of a family pays his dues, he has the

41



executive committee according to these requlations:

Mayer Kahn as chair,
L6b Oppenheimer as charity officer and
Mendel Marx Breidenbach as deputy.

On September 16, 1824, the lst executive committee election takes
place. A protocoll shows 17 entitled voters. In conclusion, it
states:

"Hereafter, the votes were counted; they were distributed in the
following manner:
Mayer Kahn

Ldser Westheimer
Ldb Kahn

12 votes
11 vates
9 votes..."

In the report regarding the outcome of the election, Masyor Bicke!
writes to the administration:

"It is my duty to notify the highly praised administration that Mayer
Kahn, who received 12 votes, is the most suitable and appropriate
one..." 51)

On November 19, 1830, the Grand-Duchal government issues an ordinance
regarding the "formation of the executive committees aof the Israelite
religious communities/congregations” which introduces uniform
guidelines for the entire state. 52)

In 1876, a2 number of Jews from Rimbach request that the officials

grant direct executive committee elections. These are carried out
from 1877 on.

From the Jewish School to the Synagogue

The School ("Schul")

If, despite constant contempt and persecution over centuries, the Jews
were able to hold their ground again and again, it came about through
their unshakeable faith in the

"ONE GOD, who had chosen Israel from all nations and made an
everlasting covenant with her. HE, the LORD, commands and rules
mankind and the nations; HE, in particular, is to be obeyed by Israel.
HE is the HOLY ONE, who tolerates no other qods besides himself and
does not want images of himself to be worshipoed. HE ordains throuah
the LAW (Thora) what is to be just and moral.

HE is the sole leader of his people, wha shows and paves the way for
their redemption and salvation throughout nations and time." 53)

This faith enables them to face all adversities, even to take death

upon themselves. Reciting the hymn of praise to God, the "Schema
Israel":
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"Hear Israel, the Lord is our God, there is only one Lord..." 54)

they face death in Germany already during the crusades, but also still
in the gas chambers of the Third Reich.

The representative of reliqious life is not the priest, but rather,
the individual Jew himself within the congregation/community im which
each feels he has been called to serve as a general sort of priest.
The school {("Schul”) or synagoque is the place where the conareaation
assembles to pray. It is the last refuge in a time of need, but also
the meeting place of the congregation for joyous occasions, Ouring
the week, it serves as the school.

At the latest, Rimbach must have had a Jewish religious congregation
with a Jewish school and their own teacher by 1774.

On February 6, 1774, Mayor Helfrich notes in a protocol of livestock
trade:

"...the local judge, Johon Jégl Obber from Krogerboch reports that in

response to his appeal, the Jewish school master, Zacheris Bernheimer
von Rimboch, lent him ...this day 89 Guilders cash..." S5)

As has slready been proven, the Jewish congregation of Rimbach is in
possession of its own house (Brunnengasse 6), which is referred to 1n
various documents as the Jewish school. B8efore the trade with
Valentin Allert, the Mosche house must already have been used for
school purposes, which would also explain the conflicting accounts of
ownership in the cadaster ("fund- und Laage Buch")., This place meets
the guidelines for the selection of a lot for a synagogue:

"If at all poasible, one erects the synagoque in an elevated part of
the locality: for, as the rabbis say, 'no one may live above it': at
the same time, one makes an effort to build it in the vicinity of a

flowing water (stream) in order to facilitate the ritual washings".
56)

Both requirements: elevated location (see p. 9 - "L&b on the
Mountain®™) and vicinity to water (Waldbach, see map, p. 12) are met by
8runnenqasse 6 and 8. Here, achool is taught daily. We may assume
that the subjects taught were the same before 1840 as those determineo
for that year: 57)

l. Reading and translation of Hebrew,

2. History of the Jews according to the 0ld Testament,
3. Study of the Jewish religion...,
4. The Mosaic Laws and ceremonial prescriotions.

Whether all of the Jewish children attended the school in those days
is uncertain. But most of them must at least have been familiar with
Hebrew writing. In his own livestack sales to Jews, Mayor Helfrich
has the various Jewish merchants verify the protocol. They sign
their names in Hebrew.

Besides the school teacher hired by the congregation, the wealthy
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Jewish families must also have hired private tutors. The above
mentioned ordinance of 182] already provides for this possibility, as
long as the family fathers psy their portion for the salary of the
congregational school teacher. Gottschalk Hamburger, 1766 - 1851, /A
11) must have been such a private tutor. He is nat among the Jewish
teachers mentioned by J. Getrost in "Rimbacher Schulen" ("Schools of
Rimbach") = chapter 'Die judische Schule' ('The Jewish School').
Getrost lists all traceable teachers of the Jewish congregation from
1818 to 1929. The protected Jew, and especially the state citizen of
Hesse, 1is required to be able to read and write German. Immediately
after the new congregational ordinance becomes law, the sons of [saak
Kahn, Lob and Madochai, fulfill its requirements, Hamburger could have
taught them German already around the turn of the century. Getrost
sets out with the assumption that there was na Jewish school in
Rimbach until 1818. According ta the findings of the protocol of
1774, he determipes that:

"...neither the existence of a '"Jewish schoaol’' nor the presence of a
'Jewish school master' in Rimbach

+escan serve as evidence that the Jewish children of Rimbach were
offered a separate elementary education beyond perhaps the study cf
religion before 1818..." 58)

This view cannot be ignored. But we must consider that almost all of

the signatures of the Jews of Rimbach in the Jewish birth-, marriage-

and death-registers from 1823 on were written in a good unbroken German
hand by adults whose school years lie at lesst 10 years in the past

(1813)., If not in the Jewish school, then they probably learned

German from a private tutor (f. ex., Hamburger). Not until 1815 are

the Jewish children allowed to attend Christian scheools. At the

latest by 1821, German reading, writing and arithmetic are

incorporated into the curriculum of the Jewish school of Rimbach.

This made it

"...in essence more than a mere school of religion and, with respect
to the curriculum, less than an elementary school." 59)

As a result of the gradual emancipation and, at the same time, the
adaptation of the Jews to their environment, Jewish family fathers
evidently send their children to the village school in 1827, 1840 and
1841, Instruction in religion continues to be given by teachers of
the Jewish congregation., After all, according to the school law of
1874, all children of the community, including the Jewish children,
are required to attend elementary schoal. Religious instruction
remains separated according to confession. The Jewish pupils are
allowed to observe and fulfill their religious abligations on the
Sabbath.

For the time from 1818 to 1929, Getrost traces 33 Jewish teachers who,
from 1906 - 1929, also teach Jewish religion classes at the elementary
school ("Birgerschule") of Rimbach., From among this large number, I
would like to mention two teachers.

of Rimbach from 1835 until his death in 1841, In 1836, he marries a
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Jewish woman from Rimbach, Malchen Breidenbach, which is looked upon
with approval by part of the Jews. Yet others reject him for shabby
reasons, In response to their complaints, the Protestant Dean Dauber
from Waldmichelbach and Pastor Kritzler from Rimbach sat in on
Herzfeld's school classes (Dauber 1837, Kritzler 1840). Bat
determine his instruction to be satisfactory. In hisgs repart to the
district school commission, Dean Dauber notes:

"...that Herzfeld worked diligently and taught all children equsally
without discrimination". 60)

In this case, the two representatives of the "clergy", acting as
school inspectors, are satisfied with the "Jew"-school teacher;

_— e e e e wm = wm = e

or Schafer in 1850 for his abilities as teacher. Baoth are members
the young democratic association of Rimbach, Kuttenauer serves as
its secretary. In 1849, many Rimbach democrats participate in th
uprising in Ober-Laudenbach on the Hessian-Badensian border, In the
battle with the Hessian government troups, severe casualties were
suffered. 2 Jews from Rimbach were killed. 61)

Although Kuttenauer had not been in Laudenbach, 8s a liberal democrat
he is no longer tolerated in Rimbach after the failed uprising. Whe
he is dismissed, Mayor Rettig writes him the following recommendation:

"The Mayor of the community of Rimbach, Administrative ODistrict of
Heppenheim, (who signed this recommendation below), herewith certifies
that the Israelite religiom teacher, Kuttnauer, who taught for 2 years
as Israelite teacher in the community of Rimbach..., did nat only
teach the children of the Israelites but also the youth of the
Christians and taught them in such a8 manner unprecedented in our
community,

His conduct is exemplary and praiseworthy, and the entire community,
Isrselites and Christians slike, regrets that such a man was tarn away
from our midst.

1 who have signed below feel compelled to recommend this man to any
and every Israelite congregation as teacher,as I am completely con-
vinced that [ can expect nothing but thanks for my recommendstion.
Rimbach, July 2, 1850

Community seal

The Grand-Ducal Mayor
Rettig" 62)

This recommendation, which appeared in democratic pamphlets, causes a
feeling of degradation among the "Christian" teachers (Seeger,
Herbenstreit, Seeger), and they complain to the authorized district
school commission. The probably orthodox

"...lsraelite executive committee Low Oppenheimer and consorts...,’
63)

also distance themselves from their teacher in a writing to the Grand-
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Ducal Governing Commission and refer to the "liberal” Kuttenauer as
an "...ill-famed subject..." 64)

Pastor Kritzler supports the complaint of the teachers in a report
the school board of Rimbach and tells the administratiaon:

"...as [ learned from dependable sources, Kuttenauer went so far as to
publicly ridicule the belief in immortality in the inns, and searched
for the kingdom of heaven solely in the "republic”"..." 65)

With this disdain of "throne and altar", Kuttenauyer made himself
forever impossible (sic) among State and Church. When a liberal
Jewish executive committee petitions for his reappointment in 1859,
the District Council of Lindenfels responds with a denial.

Due to the growing Jewish population, the old Jewish school in the
Brunnengasse becomes too small for the church services and school
classes. So, in 1834, the Jewish congregation buys one of the two
seigneurial "mansions" ("Hofh&user") (today, Schlolgasse / Heinzenwie-
senweqg)., Since the new synagogue is used only for matters related
with churech services, living gquarters and a classroom are generally
rented for the teacher in the vicinity of the synagogue (as, f. ex.,
1845 - 1848, house # 106 -- Heinzenwiesenweqg; 1850 - 1861, house # 96
-- SchloBgasse 6). It is often the case that the teachers living room
must serve as classroom. During an inspection in 1837, the inadequate
furnishings of tables and chairs are adversely criticized. This
shortcoming seems to have been eliminated after the construction of
the new synagogue. 66)

The Hessian elementary school law of 1874 requires the political
bodies to, among other things, make an appropriate school-place
available to all confessions as well as meet a portion of the salary
for the religion classes. Ffrom 1876 until 1930, location and subsidy
are furnished by the civic community. In 1930, the Jewish
congregation is no longer financially able to hire a steady teacher,
After the Jewish school of Rimbach had existed for over 150 years, the
executive committee of the Jewish conqregation sees nao aother
alternative than to close it. Now the religion classes are taught by
outside Jewish teachers.

The economic conditions in the second half of the 19th century demand
that the young people receive a better education in order to succeed
in the business world. The elementary school law of 1874 regquires all
children to attend the public elementary schools., At the same time,
it permits the communities to set up an "extended elementary school”
(1897 -- "Hdhere Birgerschule", 1931 -- "Realschule") which is to be =z
preliminary stage to the higher schools. By attending this school,
the pupils are able to skip the lower classes of the higher schools
which, in those years, only exist in the cities., The Jewish family
fathers are thrilled with this possibility and, together with ather
residents of Rimbach, advocate the canstruction of such a schocl. In
1887, the school is opened. Among the seven curatars are Isaak Kahn
and Moses Westheimer. A high percentage of the pupils is compased of
Jewish children from Rimbach. Although, f, ex., from 1919 to 1925,
the Jewish poartion.of the total population drops from 5% to 3.7%, the
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percentage of Jewish pupils from Rimbach attending the “Hbhere Biirger-
schule™ in 1922 comes to 24% = 11 pupils. In a list of signatures
from 1920 containing 65 names of persons from Rimbach and the
aurrounding area supporting a "security-fund" (Garantiefond), we find
15 Jews from Rimbach,
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Brunnengasse 6 and 8,

previous “School"

previous "Realschule” (Jr. High School)
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The Synagogue
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The Synagogue
The House of God

In 1834, the Jewish congregation buys the delapidated mansion whic!
has to be supported by beams. In 1838, it is torn dewn. Parts af the
building material that is still usesble are sold. Mayor Geist obtains
the "rough"” stones. A construction plan for the new synagogue, with
a cost estimate, has existed since 1835. Several alterations are
made. The district council suggests in 1836 to add a "half-circle"
(Roman arch) to the doors, too, A great portion of the construction
capital is raised through an auction of the old Jewish school and by
taking out a loan of 2,300 Guilders fram the Ludwig~- and Luisen
Foundation in Darmstadt, while the remainder is apportioned among the
members of the congregation.

Mason Master Hetz (Netz?) from Brensbach supervises the canstruction -
the new building. He appoints Mason Master Ddrr from Rimbach to ¢
the masonry work, He receives a salary of 66 Guilders, however, he must
supply his own billets of wood, straw and clay. All other materials
such as sandstone, limestone and sand are furnished by Hetz (Netz?)
himself. 1In his contract from November 11, 1838, D8tr commits himself
to begin the work in early spring 1839 and to carry it out without
interruptiaon, 67) In 1840, construction is fimished and th
synagogue is consecrated.

This new synagogue is a rectangular sandstone building, 17 m long and
10.5 m wide. The pediment side faces East (Jerusalem). Here, as well
as on the Northern side of the eaves, there are 2 or 3 larger windows
with Raman arches respectively, The entrance is located on the West
side (today, Hof Schitz)., Immediately to the left and right of the
entrance doors there are, to the right, an adjoining room cantaining
the bier and, to the left, the stairs to the gallery. On the East
side, across from the entrance, the shrine with the Tora=-scrolls --
which is considered to be 8 copy of the Ark of the Covenant -- is
located upon a dais, in front of it is the reading desk with 2 candle-
sticks. The "eternal lamp", dating back to the Jewish tabernacle, and
2 larger crystal candlesticks are fixed to the ceiling. All benches
face in the direction of the case containing the Law. They are situ-
ated in such a manner that there is still plenty of room for proces~
sions which take place during the Feast of Tabernacles. Ouring the
church service, men and women are strictly separated. The men sit
below, the women in the gallery -- which, in Rimbach, is supported by
columns. The gallery itself is partitioned by Roman arches with open
windows.
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The Church* Service

* The word "church" is translated literally from
the German. It might have more correctly been
translated "religious” or "synagogue”.
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The Chyrch Service

During the church service, the officiating individual recites severs!
prayers in the Hebrew language. In the reading of the Scriptures,

is supported by the male members of the congregation. In tt
beginning of the 19th century, it is customary that a boy may read
aloud from the Tora for the first time on the first Sabbath after his
13th birthday. for the remaining holidays, this honor is auctioned
off:

"The justice...to dictate who is to be called upon to read from the
Tora as well as who is to lift the Tora cut of the Ark of the
Covenant and return it again, unwrap it and wrap it up aqgain, all this
is to be sold vi ritus and ceded to the highest bidder." 68)

The officiatingindividualis to announce the times of the churc

services according to the Jewish calender on a notice on the door of
the synsgoaue. Beyond that, at the beginning of the Sabbath and an
holidays, he must announce the church service in the houses. This
calling to the church service has led to same camplaints among th

rest of the population so that, in 1842, the district council tells
the Israelite executive committee:

"...that in the future, the loud calling together af the Israelites o
Rimbach on the open streets...would be prohibited or 45 Farthings
penalty imposed...”" 69)

As in all aspects of life, because customary or necessary, rules of
conduct are also set up by the state regarding the Jewish church
service, In order to issue such a synagoquee-ordinance, the District
Council of Lindenfels asks the executive committee of the Jewish
congregation of the district which particular wishes they would like
to see included in the ordimance. 1In a writing from the chair of the
committee, Westheimer, gqgratitude for the acquired equality is
expressed. He forgoes putting forward his own wishes since

"...we already have the good fortune anyhow to belong to the most
humane and tolerant government, and we very gladly adhere tao the laws
and regulations it decrees." 70)

But the district council insists that Westheimer, too, make known h4
wishes, so that he might communicate certain "grievances". These give
some insight into the "vices" of everyday life around the middle of
the last century. Among other thinqgs, he writes:

»,,.0ut of decency, no one should enter the synagoque with worn shoes,
a house cap xx, no tobacco should be chewed there, no snuff should be
presented in a tin can, no tobacco pipes should be brought ipto the
synagoque either, nor should any be stuffed or lit in the
forecourt..." 71)

The official synagogue-ordinance (1859) issued thereafter sets the
following guidelines:

No one may disturb the church service in the synagogue through
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speaking or singing. Eating and drinking are also prohibited, like-
wise the smoking and chewing of tobacco. When attending & church
service, clean clothing is presupposed. It is expected of married men
to wear headgear, this holds for unmarried men only when they go to
the Tora. Children under 5 are excluded from church services.
Offences against the ordinmance are punished with a police penalty of
10 Farthings to 2 Guilders.

Through the religious reform movement of the Jewish church service
setting around 1800 which

",..strove for a refinement of the outer forms of Judaism...” 72)

we find orthodox and liberal tendencies even in the Jewish
congregation of Rimbach., The discussions are harsh, sometimes even
violent. Thus the executive committee in charge of the consecration
celebration of the synagoque decides to start its own chair. With
the support of the "kind-hearted" village school teacher, Hebenstreit,
the religion teacher, Herzfeld, conducts the rehearsal. Same

", ..uncultivated people of our own religion..." 73)

are furious about this innovation. They disturb the rehearsals and
threaten the singers

"...they would strike them on the cheeks that their heads would
wobble..." 74)

Despite the intervention of this orthodox paortion of the Jews of
Rimbach, the liberal majority succeeds with the reform movement so
that in later years, the entire Jewish congreqation is considered to
be liberal and is assigned to the liberal "Rabbinat" Darmstadt II. 75)

Care for the Poor among the Jews...

...by the Congregation

For the devout Jew, support of poor fellow believers is a great duty.
For this purpose, the Jewish congregation of Rimbaeh, toco, has a poor-
box which is supervised by the charity officer, Every member of the
congregation is to pay a specified sum each month. In additiaon, there
are the auction bids (Tora, prayers) each week and the penalty fines

imposed by the chair (of the executive committee), Besides this,
everyone is to make available to the charity officer one or more "poor
billets" ("Armenbillette"”™) =-- requisitions for billets

(Quartierscheine) -- according ta his financial situation. Peor
itinerant Jews passing through receive such a ticket for which they

“,..are fed for a day by the Jew whose name is written an it," 76)
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given lodging for the night and obtain an allowance far their further
travel. Should 8 poor Jew remain oever the Sabbath or, for whatever
reason, for several days, he receives "billets" for this period of
time, too. In addition, sick itinerant Jews are

"...by means of transportation or, wunder circumstances, throuqh
messengers helped alonq with travel money" 77)

and given all turned-in requisition tickets by the officer of charity,
and the Jewish families are thus required to hand in new commitment
billets, Just how blessed, yet also burdensome, this arrangement is
is demonstrated by the fact that the Jewish congregation of
Michelstadt/Odenwald takes care of 1,500 to 2,000 beggqar Jews around
1810. 78)

«s..by the "Israelite Support Organization"

Furthermore, in 1846, 11 Jews of Rimbach form an "Israelite Support
Organization" which

",..is to exist forever and at all times and that (sic) its purpose
is the support of its members in need of aid and, in their lacking
other poor Israelites living in Rimbach." 79)

These men donate a starting capital of 280 fl. and 29 1/4 f.,
which is invested for so long until it has grown through interest,
further sums (of money) and expected donations to 400 Guilders. danly
then is the annual interest, together with offerings and other income,
distributed for support.

No single donation is to exceed 5 Gilders. Every member is required to
give an annual sum of 12 Farthings.

The further stipulations which are to be met by the members are very
informative with respect to the religious customs. O0On every Sabbath
and on every holiday, they are to listen to the religious presentation
of a "certified"” religion teacher after the church service; on the
evenings before certain holidays, they are all to attend special ser-
vices; and they are to attend all organization meetings. Improper con-
duct is punished with a monetary fine between 30 f. and 1 Guilder,
under circumstances, with exclusion. Should a member of the organiza-
tion or his wife die, everyone is to

",..accompany the corpse in appropriate dress to the grave.” 80)

In the case that the deceased has no descendants

"..sthe..,prayer is to be recited throughout an entire year by the
members of the organization in the order of their ages. In the same
manner, this prayer is also to be performed every year on the day of
death for a period of 20 years." B81)

The "light of the soul" ("Seelenlicht") burns for 30 days after the
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death of a member at the expense of theorganization. furthermore,
space allowing, areligious presentation is tobeheld in the homeof
the deceased in the lst month after the day of death.

Among the founders of this organization are: L. Oppenheimer, Max
Wetterhahn, J. Kaufmann, Zacharias Oppenheimer [., -Lazarus GOberndorf,
Isaak Westheimer, Ascher Demuth, Joseph Oppenheimer, Isaak Kahn,
Benjamin Hamburger, Salomon Westheimer.

The Low Kahn Foundation

The Kahn Group

After the Hessian Common Law of 182]1 comes inte force, L&b Kahn (1822)
and Mardochai Kahn (1823) are the first Jews to become local citizens.
In 1833, 15 years before the general emancipation, their brother, May-
er Kahn, also attains this right. As the name already suggests, they
are "Kohen" (priests). Only members of this group, representing the
peoples, were allowed to bring offerings to Goed and, vice versas,
proclaim God's grace and instructions to the peoples. They were
subject to special cleanliness/chastity laws, were not permitted to
have any obvious physical defects and could only marry women of good
reputation. In their families, very strict discipline and morals pre-
vailed, After the destruction of the Temple, the priesthood lost its
significance. Nevertheless, a "Cohen" ("Kohen") has even today
certain privileges in the synagogal church service.

Accordingly, it is understandable that in 1820, the Cohen, Mayer Kahn,
together with L8b Oppenheimer,requests measures from the Court of Law
in Schénberq which would enable him to reestablish the order within
the Jewish religious congregation of Rimbach. The court of law
responds by appointing him to preside and, in 1824, he is reelected by
the majority of the Jewish congregation. In later years, his brother,
L6b Kahn, presides over the Jewish congregation for a long time. This
demonstrates that the Jews of Rimbach entrusted the men of the Kahn
clan with a leadership position within the congregation/community, at
least before the emancipation. After 1848, we no longer find any Kahn
in the presiding body of the Jewish congregation,

Furthermore, the question arises whether "Mosche the Jew" ("Mosche der
Judt") was not the ancestor of the Kahns. The appointment of priests
goes back to the handing down of the Law of Moses. For this reason,
Moses ("Mosche") must have been a common name in priest families. Ac-
cording to their names, the two "heirs" of Mosche, Zaduck and L&b, are
also closely related to the Jewish priest caste. The Levites were
the sanctified servants of the priests. In the time of Salomon,
Zadock was a high priest in the Temple of Jerusalem. (1 Kings 1,34f).
Should this train of thought be correct, then the Kahn clan would be
the oldest Jewish clan in Rimbach. Already in 1730, they would have
owned house and land and also have had the oldest trade connections in
and around Rimbach., They would then have had to attain respect and
wealth before all other groups. This all comes about for the Kahn
brothers around 1821. Each one of them receives the general education
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required by the state and is also able to prove possession of at least
4,000 Guilders. They have a leadership position among their fellow
believers and are considered to be "capable" ("tauglich”) and "fit-
ting" ("passend"),

The Foundation

Before his death in 1861, the first Jewish local citizen of Rimbach,
Lob Kahn, leaves 600 Guilders to the Israelite religious congregation
which is to be used to pay of f loans and purchase equipment for church
services. Also, a "Low Kehn Foundation Fund" is set up by him tao the
tune of 10,000 Guilders which is meant for

"...the dowry of poor girls of good reputation of the Israelite
confession, the conducting of memorial celebrations for the founders
and distributicon of interest to the poor..." 82)

The donation is certified by "his Royal Highness, the Grand Duke"
("des GroBherzogs Koniglicher Hoheit") on June 13, 1862.

A directorate, made up of four men, administers the fund. In accor-
dance with the requlations, it consists of

1. the mayor of the community

2. the Israelite executive

3. a relative of the Kahn family and
4, an accountant.

The 10,000 Guilders are invested in mortgage bonds, loans, mortgages
and savings. Besides paying for the administrative costs, the
interest is used ta cover the following expenditures:

1. wax candles for the church services

2. allowance for the 1Israelite religion teacher whao, on the anni-
versaries of the death of the Kahn couple, attends a service in
the cemetery together with nine other Jews of Rimbach and

3. the bride-legate.

The remaining annual income (over 50% of the income from interest) is

distributed among needy on the anniversaries of the death of the

couple, specifically:

1/3 to Christians of Rimbach
1/3 to Jews of Rimbach and
1/3 to outside Jews.

According to the financial records, this annual distribution takes
place until 1923, The foundation suffers a great loss through the in-
flation; a mere sum of 2,961 Mark remains. This money continues to be
lent but the interest taken in only covers wax money and the allowance
in connection with the service on the anniversaries of death. 1In
1938, the foundation fund still has net assets totalling 2,943.67
Mark. The entries in the ledger end on December 29, 1938. With the
compulsory transfer of the foundation fund to the community of
Rimbach, the "L 5w Kahn foundation"” is dissolved on January 6, 1939.
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Blessing Hands of the Cchen

Tombstone of LGb Kahn

The Jewish Cemetery

As caring for the poor is the responsibility of the entire Jewish
congregation/community so, too, the burial of the dead. According to
an old "funeral regulation" (Leichenordnung") of the Jewish
congregation of Rimbach, at least 10 "individuals" must be present at
the burial. The deceased is buried in a simple and unadorned coffin.
According to Jewish law, the grave is the possession of the deceased;
for this reason it can never be levelled or removed. It is not to be

56



tendedand thus to exhibit the transitoriness of all life. Together
with their fellow believers from Birkenau, the Jews of Rimbach have a
common cemetery on the outskirts of that community.

The fact that the cemetery is two hours away by foot and that the 10
men who must be present on the day of the burial neglect their "busi-
nesses" and have expenses on that day, often leads to disagreements
within the religious congregation of Rimbach. These disagreements are
above all directed against the men of the Kahn clan who, as "Cohens",
are not permitted to attend funerals. A complaint submitted to the
District Council of Heppenheim attempts to lift their privilege. The
District Rabbi, Dr. Auerbach, Darmstadt, is requested by the district
council to render a recommendation. Subsequently, the following is
established:

"..e1) The Jews from the Kahn clan are not to set foot in a home
where there are deceased, nor attend any funeral processions, noar go
near any funerals.

2) As long as Jews from other clans are living in the village,
the Jews from the Kahn clan need neither to be represented by others
in the event of a funeral nor, in lieu of this, make appropriate
contributions...

3) Of course, for funeral dress, coffins for the poor and the
like, these Jews (the Kahns) must also make contributions." 83)

It is understandable that, during his term as chair around 1844, L&b
Kahmattemptsto clear the difficulties regarding funerals out of the
way. In the name of the Jewish congregation, he requests permission
from the appropriate authorities to establish an own Jewish cemetery
in Rimbach. In his petition, he calls attention to the fact that:

"...then, the three villages of Mdrlenbach, Reihsen, Birkenau, through
which the funeral procession had passed up to this point, would no
longer be subjected to the alarming danger of being infected by the
diseases of the corpse..." 84)

In addition, the families in question would be saving considerable
expenses since up to now

",..the transportation of the corpse by means of a wagon as well as
the transpartation of a tombstone a year after the funeral would be
too expensive..." 85)

The smaller Jewish congregation of Birkenau is not in agreement with
this proposal and demands that the Jews of Rimbach first contribute to
the expansion of the cemetery of Birkenau or that the entire common
funeral fund should go to Birkenau in the case of a separation. The
negotiations end in favor of the Jewish congregation of Rimbach., The
dissociation is granted and, in 1845, the common funeral fund is
divided. In the same year, the Jewish executive committee buys a
piece of land on the Zotzenbacher Weg (= street). In 1846, the
cemetery is established and a foyrth of the wall is erected; it is
completed in 1849.,As early as 1844, an organization for the "establish-
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ment of a cemetery for the Synagegue-Caongreqgation of Rimbach" was
formed. Its members pay expense subsidies for the purchase of the
piece of land. for the burial lots, contributions of 20 f. wup to
1 Guilder are to be paid, according to the age of the deceased, to the
organization treasury. Graves for "foreign" Jews or non~-members cost
five times the normal price. The statutes of the organization also
provide for regulations reqarding the guarding of the deceased
according toc Jewish mournina custom, It is the duty of the servant of
the congregation, immediately upon having received the news of a
death, to make sure that the corpse is quarded during the day by two
and during the night by three persons over the age of 18. All Jews
arecommitted to perform their turn at guard duty. In the case that a
Jew is prevented from serving as a guard, another must step in.

".o.In the case of a male corpse, the guards must consist entirely of
male persons, and in the case of a female corpse, only of women." B8§)

The men of the priest clan are freed of this guard duty. The guards
are relieved every 4 hours. One half hour befare the funersal
("Leichenbegribnis"), the servant of the congregation must request the
attendance (of the member of the Jewish congregation) at the burial in
a

"...manner of his choosing, yet it must be proper..." 87)
Approximately 230 Jews are buried in the cemetery. The last person to

have been buried there was Hermann Oppenheimer, at the age of 83
years, on January 21, 19%941.
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Jewish Kosher Laws*

and

The Jews in Their Environment

* It should be noted before reading the following
Jewish Kosher Laws section that Mr. Gebhard
undoubtedly was writing for the unintiated reader
who may know 1ittle or nothing of Jewish dietary
and sanitation laws.
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Jewish Kosher Laws

Laws regarding Foods

In everyday life, the Jew has many kosher laws to observe. The laus
regarding foods distinguish between kosher and unkosher animals. The
mammals with cleft hoofs such as cattle, sheep, deer and gazelles
(antelopes) are considered to be kaosher (3 Moses 11 and 5 Moses 14).
The pig is considered to be unkosher; for the Jew, it is detestable.
Among fish, everything that has fins and scales may be eaten.

The officiating individual wha, in Rimbach, is at the same time the
butcher, performs the slaughters in accordance with the religious pre-
scriptions. With a sharp knife, he makes ane cut in the throat down
to the backbone of the slaughter anrimal, cutting through the carotid
artery, oesophagus and trachea. Through the sudden interruption of
the blood supply to the brain, the animal is instantly uncanscious.
In order to allow all the blood to flow out, the blood=vessels and

sinews are also removed., The meat is not kosher until it has been
washed and pickled., Venison must also be butchered accordingly, or it
1s considered to be unkosher carrrion. In the preparation of meals,

the housewife is forced by the law to use two sets of dishes since
pieces of meat must not come into contact with milk and milk products.
For this reason, many Jewish homes have two kitchens. Foods made from
flour(pasta) and other nourishment, which are related neither to milk
nor meat, may be prepared in any dish.

Ritual Cleansing

In order to be "pure" when going to a church service, the prescrip-
tions regarding the ritual washings must be observed. f. ex., whoever
touches a corpse, a room where someone has died or a persaon who has
come into contact with the deceased becomes "impure"™ and must'cleanse"
himself.

Women also become "impure" through their monthly menstruation. This
is why special”women's baths™ have been established in almost all
Jewish communities.

In Rimbach, too, there must have already been such a women's bath in
the vicinity of the old Jewish school in the Brunnengasse which, in
1825, no longer meets the new legal regulations. In 1826, Mayer Kahn
therefore buys a piece of land from Adam UHhlenschliger for 100
Guilders for the construction of a new women's bath. 7The lot is lo-
cated on the other side of the Weschnitz (= a stream) away from the
village (today, StaatsstraBe 22). A well is drilled and a bathhouse
built for 525 Guilders. 400 Guilders are obtained through a lcan, the
remainder is covered through an apportionment onto the taxable capital
of the members of the congregation. The bath is under the supervisian
of a "Physikus", The bath could not be used until he had certified
that the leqal requlations were observed and the

"...establishment and the use thereof would have na ill effects upon
the health (of its users)..." 88)
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The new bath is constructed in such a manner that the water can be
drained. It has heating for the rooms and bath water. Cold baths are
not permitted. The bath basin.must be lined with stones or wood. The
steps leading into the basin are made of oak. According to the regu-
lations, the water may not remain in the basin longer than one day.
The women's bath is used until the turn of the century, then it serves
as wash-house. In 1937, it is sold and later torn down. 89)

4 The Jews in their Environment

Apimosity and Tolerance

The farming population of Rimbach tolerates the local business-Jews,
since they are the buyers of their agricultural products. On the
other hand, genuine personal contact seems to have been the exception
rather than the rule. Many reject the Jews, as is also evident from
the statement of the Pastor Curate (“Pfarrvikar") G. Simon wha, in
183&, describes the Jews as "idle inhabitants of Rimbach", But the
political community knows well what they must be thankful for to the
super-regional trade activity of their Jewish residents. This also
leads to a flourishing economy within the village itself -- from which
the 13 inns of Rimbach (1828) also profit. Nevertheless, the Commu-~
nity Council of Rimbach is unwilling to 1ift the annual "Jew fee" in
1833 since

"...all the Jewish residents here are well-off and can afford the tax
quite well”. 90)

Not until two years later, do the Jews become exempt from this special
communal tax through a ministerial ordinance.

The neighboring villages pay close attention to the economic rise of
the community of Rimbach. Around 1800, the community of Firth is al-
ready making attempts to counteract the "supreme position” of Rimbach.
The High Court of Starkenburg approves a corresponding petition to the
Court Chamber in Aschaffenburg (Archbishepric Mainz),

"...in order to motivate the buyers and sellers and (to)...counter the
chicanery of the closest neighboring villages (Rimbach and Reichels-
heim) where livestock fairs are held." 91)

But the two subsequently approved livestock fairs are not enough to
satisfy the residents of Firth, and the Centenary Mayor of Fidrth makes
efforts to have further livestock fairs approved, whereby he describes
Rimbach and Reichelsheim as

"...surrounding foreign-ruled villages whose location is less than
ideal for this purpose and yet they experience such a great advan-
tage..." 92)

But Firth is unable to prevail against the competition of the merchant

Jews of Rimbach and Reichelsheim. The latter cantrol the livestock
trade of the Weschnitz- and Gersprenz-Valley to the advantage aof their
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caommunities.

This "great advantage" of the business activity of the native Jeuws
brings about a considerable growth of the papulation of Rimbach in the
lst half of the 19th century. 1In comparison with the other larger
communities of the Weschnitz-Valley, Rimbach grows, alone in the
period from 1834 until 1846, considerably. According to population
statistics ("Zollabrechnungsbevélkerung"), the population distributian
looked as follows:

V‘i'IIage 182& 18‘6 Growth in %
Plrth 1248 1598 28
Rimbach 1395 2208 59
HSrlenbach 1005 1058 S
Birkenau 1100 1342 15

According to these statistics, Rimbach is already in those days a
qrowing community. The Jewish business world also opens up new profit
opportunities to the rest of the pooulation, so that ane can speak, in
terms of the conditions of those days, of a certain wealth among the
community as a whole, even when, in 1846, of 343 Rimbach families 36
are considered to be insolvent, 93)

This more economic symbiosis between the Jews and the rest of the
population stands the test perfectly in 1793 and 1848. In these
years, attacks from outside occcur on the l1ife and property of the Jews
of Rimbach. Both years are revolution-years in which, besides trans-
gressions against the Jewish minority, riots "of the most frightful
sort" against castles, rectories and the properties of various land-
lords result in many places. 94)

Rimbach's Jews are, in part, considered to be rich and well-to-da.
Many people who have become distressed blame usury or other unfair
practices of the Jewish businessmen for their economic defeat. In the
files familiar to me, however, there isnobasis to be found for such
contentions,

G. Schéfer, a "homeland author"” (Heimatschriftsteller) of the last
century, wrote a popular novel, Die Falschminzer im Weschnitzthale
(The Counterfeiters of the Weschnitz-Valley). Ffor the writing of it,
he used sources from the rectory archive which are no longer traceable
today. According to these sources, he depicts the attack of a band of
120 men from the Eastern Odenwald who, in 1793, set out to plunder the
Jews of Rimbach. The robbers come equipped with pitchforks, sabres,
rifles and spears and, after initial success, they are driven into
flight by the courageous inhabitants of Rimbach. I have found no
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documentation to support Schifer's claim that in that year, 75 Jews
were to have been beheaded by revolutionaries in the Eastern Odenwald.
95)

As in this attack, so 55 years later as well, the people of Rimbach
support their Jewish co-burghers. In this year, the economic situation
is particularly gqrave, and many inhabitants of the neighboring vil-
lages try to recoup themselves from the property of the Jews of Rim-
bach. 0n March 7, 1848, these enemies of the Jews come to Rimbach in
order to plunder the Jewish businesses and to set fire to the Jewish
homes. The Jews, however, were made aware of this plan in time, and
ask their fellow townspeople for support and help, which the inhabi-
tants of Rimbach -- led by Pastor Kritzler and Seeger, the teacher, --
promise and do. When the intrudors, armed with clubs and pitchforks,
enter Rimbach, hefty, violent arquments take place in various streets.
Once again, the robbers are driven back. Days later, many of them
still have a terribly aching, multi-colored back from the fierce blows
they had received. The rectory-chronicle could not have presented a
better account thereof:

"...Naturally, the ("foreign") women do not remain indifferent either,
and Schiller’'s words, "Then women turn into hyena" ("Da werden Weiber
zu Hydnen"), prove to be true. They wanted their husbands to bring
them back various things from the shops of the Jews. One ordered
quite 3 bit of coffee and sugar, another, cotton for clothing, etc.
When matters in Rimbach turned out differently than (had been) expec~
ted, since many of the intrudors (who gladly would have shared their
booty) had been thoroughly beaten, the women could not get the cotton
they longed for so desparately. To the question whether they had the
cotton, their husbands responded, "Sure, we brought back cotton,
agreen-blue-yellow and with red polka dots; it is hanging on our
backs!"™ 96)

In the following nights, excitement and unrest persist in the village.
The Jewish families hire a great number of guards for their personal
protection against repeated attacks. They give them the best meals,
plenty of wine and a good salary.

The Years of Adaptation

Through civil equality, the relationship of the Jews to their environ-
ment also changes. They try very hard to adapt themselves to the
general customs and habits. Liberal movements encourage adaptation in
various realms. One no longer considers oneself to be first a Jew,
but rather, a Rimbacher, a Hessian, a German. This inner process of
transformation is clearly visible in the names given (to children).
From 1822 until 1837,

David, Feidel, Gumbrich, Heyum, Isaak, Kobel, L&b, Mardechai, Moses,
Salaomon, Samuel and Sender

are the first names chosen most often. On the other hand, in the last
15 years aof the 19th century, first names of the non-Jewish environ-
ment are chosen:

Alfred, Berthold, Friedrich, Gustav, Hermann, Hugo, Julius, Leopold,
Moritz, Oskar and Sigmund.
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As already mentioned, the Jewish family fathers are very interested in
making up for a certain educational backwardness which, in the begin-
ning of the century, was still referred to as being a trait of the
rural Jews. Together with other progressive inhabitants of Rimbach,
they are instrumental in the establishment of a local "Real"-school
which, percentage-wise, is attended mostly by Jewish children.

Through his foundation, the old presiding Jew, LOb Kahn, bequeathes
high annual subsidies for Christian and Jewish poor people of the com-
munity., Thus by the end of the 19th century, one can hardly speak of
a gap between the Jews and the rest of the population. Especially
among the youth, one knows no differences in "race", only the dif-
ferences among the religious believes, similar to the denominational
situation in Diaspora communities. Boorish behavior among the youth,
such as the breaking of windows in the synagogue, cannot be inter-
preted as expression of a schism, To me, it seems that the poem
dedicated by a Jewish girl in the album {(Poesiealbum) of her Pro-
testant girlfriend better reflects the normal social life of the young
people. In 1896, she writes the following lines in her childlike
manner:

"11t! QOut of Lovel!!!

Our friendship began here
within Rimbach's stronag walls;
everlasting it is to be,

only death can ever part us,

In remembrance of your friend, Jettchen Westheimer." 97)

In his novel from around 1890 mentioned above, G. Schéfer, too,
presents a congenial portrait of Heyum as an honest Jewish businessman
of Rimbach who finds time beyond his profession to continue to educate
himself in many areas. His advice is well-considered, open and meant
honestly. Despite some unjust attacks on his person, he endeavors to
live in peace and harmony with hisenvironment. He is steadfastin his
faith and therefore devoted to all that is humane. Schafer also
depicts Jews who are of a different sort. These even begrudge the
Jewish competitor his good business, attempt to place him in a bad
light and lure away each other's customers. But such an attitude does
not seem to me to be "typically Jewish™, rather, it seems to be a
"flaw of the profession" on the part of some businessmen and shop-
keepers, even today.

That Rimbach's Jews think of themselves as citizens of the town or
village and state, enjoying equal rights, and also are considered to
be that by the inhabitants, is proved by the following facts: Since
1910, the merchant, Rudolf Hamburger, has been elected several times
to the local council and has been active in this council for over 15
years. 98)

During the First World War, the Jews carry out their military

service like all other citizens; they, too, suffer great losses. In
their honor, a plague was erected in the synagoque.
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Expulsion and Extermination under Hitler

The defeat in World War I and the harsh clauses of the Treaty of
Versailles severely wound the national sentiment of the Germans. The
privation that accompanies the inflation and the subsequent economic
crisis enhance the desire to find a culprit for the worsened
situation. As early as in Mein Kampf, Hitler already presents
"the Jew" as a "pest", a "parasite" and as "Satan"., As the archenemy
of the German people, this "Jew” allegedly has but one goal, to thrust
them into misfortune. This antisemitic propaganda already creates a
smoke screen in the thinking of many Germans before 1933. As a
consequence of such Nazi-instruction, scandalous actions occur already
early on in Rimbach. Thus in 1931, after a party assembly, the Jewish
cemetery 99) 1is desecrated and in 1932, the synagoque 100) as
well.

Among most of the inhabitants of Rimbach, this type of political
conflict finds no echo. A "History of the Local Group of the NSDAP in
Rimbach", written in 1934, establishes for these years:

"1925: Passes without any progress on the part of the NSDAP in
Rimbach, since Jewish influence over the farmers and mer-
chants is increasing substantially, and the workers are re-
Jjecting the NSDAP.

1926
1927: Public assemblies in inns and outdoor places...
1928 =~ in the form of farmer assemblies -- against the influence

of Jewish power were poorly attended. Nevertheless, there was
manifest proof of the furor teutonicus for the Jews and
"those" loyal to them".

1931: From May 5th on, evening instruction sessions...took place
reqularly. Opposition against Jews was immediately intensi-
fied so that a public assembly...with the theme: How much
longer! was poorly attended.

September: Hissing of a swastika flag on the chimney of the
Jewish o0il factory!! Continuous excitement among the adver-
saries and intensive opposition against the Hitlers." 101)

After the Nazis take power, the hostile attitude towards the Jews is
intensified more and more through pressure from the party. On April
1, 1933, the SA boycotts the Jewish businesses. A number of Jewish
citizens is arrested and held in the concentration camp of Osthofen
for several weeks.

With the "Nuremberg Laws" ("Niirnberger Gesetze"), the second phase aof
oppression also begins in Rimbach. From now on, marriages between
Jews and "Arians" are prohibited. Such "disgrace of race" is later
punished with death. The Jews have now become second-class citizens
everywhere. A great portion of them sees the threatening danger which
is approaching them and considers emigration. But foreign mnations
only accept emigrants if there are citizens willing to vouch for them.
fortunately, many Jews of Rimbach have relatives and friends in foreign
countries and are therefore able to escape the terror in time. They
sell their belongings and property, leave the homeland where their
ancestors have lived for generations and, some advanced in years, take
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the risk of creating a new existence for themselves in a foreign
country. Thus the Jewish population draops fraom 77 (1933) ta 62 (1935)
and finmally to 32 (1938). 102)

The "erystal night of the Reich" ("Reichskristallnacht") leads in the
third phase of the Jewish persecutiaon, It seems to me to be the
"final rehearsal” for the "extermination"” ("Endlésung") (fourth
phase). This "spontaneous uprising of the people" through the un-
questioning submission of their followers gives the paowerful men of
the NS the certainty that many Germans are ready to put aside all
moral values and obey even the most inhumane order, at the least, to
remain silent.

As a retaliatory measure against the shooting of the German embassy
councilor, von Rath, (November 7, 1938), persecutions against the
Jews are ordered in all areas of the Reich for the night of November
9th to

the 10th. The preparations were met under greatest secrecy so that,
f. ex., even Géring and Streicher have no knowledge of the action
until the course of this night. On the morning of November 9th, the
party leadership of Rimbach is already notified through the district
command of the planned retaliatory measures; but the party function-
aries were denied participation. The "retaliation" is reserved for
the SA whao, since the Rhm-Putseh (1934), has lost cansiderable
respect among the public. Around noan, the Rimbacher SA also receives
orders to set fire to the synagogue in the coming night and to annoy
the Jewish townspeople. Although the local leaders have great doubts
regarding this order, they don't raise enough courage to disobey,
They obey and meet the necessary preparations. In the evening, the
annual memorial celebration takes place on November 9th, 1923; the
party with its organizations participates. During the assembly, the
news of the death of von Rath arrives which gives special occasion for
inflammatory speeches against the Jews. Towards the end of the as-
sembly, the SA men are ordered to go to the courtyard of the faormer
"Real"-school to perform a retaliatory action, Around midnight, ap-
prox. 60 men in civilian dress arrive there. Among these are also
persons not belonging to any party organization. In groups of 5 to 10
men, they receive orders to locate the Jewish houses and to "irritate"
the Jewish townspeople and to destroy the inside of the synagoque.

By the time this group arrives at the synagogue, the entrance door is
already broken open and, inside, a large number of local residents is
raging "spontaneously™, With hatchets and clubs, the furniture is
smashed; later it is burned at a solstice celebration. The three
crystal candle holders are hurled from the ceiling. Valuable sacred
objects disappear in this night which have not resurfaced to this day.
The street lights are cleverly turned off during this time, and guards
see to it that curious persons continue along their way.

In the meantime, the other groups have begun their work in accordance
with their orders. They break into the Jewish haomes, turn off the
lights, force their way into the bedrooms and, in the protectian aof
the dark, thrash the men and women. The windows are smashed in and
the home furnishings demolished. Many valuable objects are either
destroyed or stolen.
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Several groups carry out their orders in a particularly sadistic
fashion. One Jewish couple is hauled out of bed with thrashes and
shoves and, sparsely dressed, driven into the courtyard. Here, a
number of men hold the wife in the cold jet of water of a defective
waterpipe which was ruptured during the violent opening of the house-
door. Both spouses are physically abused. The husband suffers a ter-
rible psycholeogical shock and, in his despair, runs out into the open
field crying for help. In another Jewish home, the fuddled tarturers
force the home owner, who is also only sparsely dressed, to the house-~
door and make him sit on a pole they had fetched with his bare seat,
Through this procedure, which lasts several minutes, the abused man
suffers second-degree frostbite.

The majority of the townspeople did not apprave af these shameful
activities but, out of fear of the Nazis, they do not bring fortt
enough courage to come to the aid of the distressed. Solely the
physician, Dr. Ungeheuer, is not afraid of the men in power., In the
same night, he assists the injured Jewish townspeople and takes care
of them in the following days and weeks.

On the morning of November 10th, outside SS-men show up in Rimbach to
set fire to the destroyed synagogue with petroleum., This senseless
plan is thwarted at the last moment. 103)

The terrible events of the "crystal night" cause many Jewish towns-
people to leave Rimbach. They feel safe in the cities of Frankfurt,
Darmstadt, Aschaffenburg, Worms, Mannheim and Stuttgart and hope tao be
able to obtain emigration visa more quickly there. 0On November 3,
1939, only 11 Jews remain in Rimbach. The war makes emiqration more
difficult and later entirely impossible.

After the "crystal night of the Reich", the pressure upon the Jews in-
creases still further., They may no longer run any businesses nor
carry out any sort of trade., Jewigsh pupils must leave the German
schools. This fact saves the life of the young Kurt Manfred Weichsel.
He is put into a Swiss Jewish school and, in this manner, escapes de-
portation, Since, contrary to the view of the Nazi race theoreti-
cians, the Jews can in fact not be so readily recoqnized according to
their appearance, the "Star-of David-ardinance" requires all Jews six
years and older to wear the "Star of David" with the inscription,
"lew", Furthermore, the women must add the first name Sara, the men,
the first name Israel, and file this with the police so that they can
already be recognized as Jews by their names. They are prohibited
from keeping pets, going to Arian hair dressers, owning typewriters,
bicycles, electrical appliances, records and record players. They are
only allowed to leave Rimbach with a special permit issued by the
authorities. The families of Leo Wetterhahn and Qavid David are
evicted from their own homes and must move in with the Berthald Marx
family.

At the beginning of the last (fourth) phase of the persecution of

the Jews, the "extermination of the Jewish question" ("Endl&suna der
Judenfrage”"), 4 families (9 persons) remain in Rimbach:
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the family of David David (2 persons)

the family of Berthold Marx (2 persons)
the family of Moses Mayer (3 persons)
the family of Leo Wetterhahn (2 persons).

0Of the few possessions they still have, they, too, are "allowed" to
donate articles of clothing for the front in the winter of 1941/42, A
receipt of delivery from Mrs. Selma Marx lists the following articles:

"For delivery for the front
2 fur collars,

l sweater,

2 fur cuffs" 104)

In the spring of 1942, David David and his wife (March 19, 1942) and
Lec Wetterhahn and his wife (March 21, 1%42) are deported to the East.
Their property falls into the hands of the state; they themselves are
only allowed to take 50 kg of luggage and 100 DM along. Today one is
deeply moved when reading a receipt for various groceries which the
Wetterhahns were unable to take along and give to the Jews remaining
behind in their house:

"Received today from Leo Israel Wetterhahn:

1 one opened jar of pickles
2. one opened jar of beans
3. one opened jar of tomatoes
4, 1/2 pound of curd

5. several stale rolls

6. half a glass of jelly

7. approx. 4 pounds of sugar

8. approx. 2 pounds of flour

9. approx. 1/2 pound of barley

10. approx. 1/2 pound of coffee
11. approx. 1/2 pounds of "soup"-beans
12. one package of "green-seed"~flour
13. one package of tea

14, one package of matches
Rimbach, March 18, 1942

The Mavyor:
Signature

The above items (were) received.
Rimbach, March 1B, 1942
Selma Sara Marx" 105)

In the avtumn of 1942, the Marx- and Mayer families are also deported.
Their state registration files include the notation:

"Moved on September 24, 1942 to an unknown locatian." 106)

The further destiny of the Jewish families lies in the dark. Sclely
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the Mayer family writes from Theresienstadt to their neighbors who are
also able to respond once more. The wife of David Weichsel, Recha,
who had moved with her family to Frankfurt after the "crystal night®
and, from there, had been deported to the East, is said to have beer
seen once more by a soldier while she was sweeping a street i:
Smolensk. According to my research, of 78 Jewish townspeople who were
living in Rimbach in 1933, 22 were deported to the East and there, all

died, either through the "mobilization of labor" or in extermination
camps.

PAGES 70 THROUGH 74 DETAIL

THE ULTIMATE OUTCOME OF THE
LIVES OF THE JEWISH POPULATION
OF RIMBACH AFTER 1933.
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Destiny of the Jewish Citizens of Rimbach after 1933

(Year of Birth, present-day Street Names ard House Numbers}

1.

10.

1.

12.

Aschenbrand,
Fahrenbecher

eanlgran
cusgewaondert
hkachenbrend,
aungzevwandcrt
Aachcnbrano,
Pt aer
Breidendach,
susgewandert
Ereidendach,
auegewancert
Ereidenbech,
ausgewandert
Preidenbech,

ausgewancert

s han GV
Henriette Ww. gev. Opucnheiner. (1876).

StraSe 11
gz 27.10.1%40 nach Avigdor, Argentinien
Prieda (1911), Fahrecnbacher 3traSe 11
un 29.11.1937 nach Avigdor, Argentinien
-rnst (1012). rnhrenbacher Strale 11

-t Sthaciaes (n |
olgun~ intéen Seltatoord Le~rieben 1933
Julius (1£32), Bahnhofetrale 17 -
5.8.1837 nach XKew York, USa
Trez geb. CGrinebvzuz (1%co), Bahnhofetrafe 17
5.2.1937 nack Tew York, US:A
Gerherd Emsnuel {1926), BehnhofetrzfSe 17,
5.8.1937, nach Lev York, UGIA
Liselctte (1922), Bahnhcfstrale 17,
€,%.1937 nach Yew York, U. A

Breldenbach, Johsnna (1659), Eahnhofstrale 17

euegewandert
Ereidenbach,
eusgewandert
Devid, David
de or%iert 19

S.65.1937 nach Kew York, USA
Paule (1£897), Echnhofstrule 17
15.5.19%6 nich Xew York, U3A
(1e358), ReuptstraZe 5

42

o P baen, |
Tevid, Johanne.EEt.“Oppenheimer (1291), Eeuptstrate 5

deportiert 134
cutomenn, Bertza
ausgewandert
llamburger, Gu
Gied,
cest. 1641 in
anburyger, Au
géat. 1942 4in
Sanburger, Jo
gest. 1942 4n
e=burger, Co

ausgcewandert

\orra

2 Z?B Br;idenb:ch (1897), Erunnengcsee 11
1334 in die UCA
stav (1674), Fahreatocker Stroie 6
Prazkfurt/dein
ﬂolph (1571), Pahrenbacher Gtrale 6
I R
hanaa geb. Fdrth {(1876), Falrcenbacher Strafe

Torzs
ra (1904), Fahrenbachcr 3trase §

24 1940 nzch llew Yorz, UlA

70



17.

18.

190

20.

21,

22,

23.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

ngﬁmann, Dina geb. Lehwana (1849), Brunnergasse 3
gestorven 17.7.1935 4in Rimbeck

Kaufmana, Xrnet Ludwig (1913), Stastestrate 47
susgewandert 16.9.1936 nach Avigdor, Argentinien
Kaufmann, Isank (1848), Staatsetrale 47

Feufmann, Ludwig (1878}, Brunnengasse 3

ausgewandert 6.9,1938 nach Chicago, USA

Faufmann, Prieds geb, ¥ann (1881), Brunnengasse 3
ausgewandert 6.9.1938 nach Chicago, USa

Kaufmann, Koritz (1878), StaatestraSe 47 -
eusgewandert 22.7.1937 nach Avigdor, Argentinien
Eaufmenn, Celine geb, Dreyfus (1883), Stastsstraie 47
ausgewandert 22.7.1937 nach Avigdor, argentinien
Kaufmann, flieinz (1920), Ltaatsstirade 47
ausgewandert 22.7.1937 nach Avigdor, Argentinien
Kaufpann, Sophie (1509), Stuatsstrale 47
ausgewandert 22.7.1937 nach Avigdor, Argentinien
Marx, %oses (1653), Brunnengasse 15

gestorben az 12.1.1937 in rimbach

¥erx, Therese (1858) Brunnengasse 15

verzogzen. 28.4.1939 nach Kaing,

larx, Berthold (1689), Brunnengasse 15

deportiert 1942

Yarxz, Selma geb. Isselblcher (188%), Brunncngesse 15
deportiert 1942

karx, Julius Adolf (1921), Brunnengacse 15
auszgewandert 3.3.1939 nach =.ngland

tiarx, Hella Hargot {1928), Brunnengaese 15

verzogen 24.1.1939 nach Darmatadt, aucgewandert nach kngland
Kaurx, Heroann (15896), Brunnengasee 15

eusgewandert 15.7.1933 nuch faldstina

Karx, Dora geo. aomenstock {1900), Brunnengacse 15
susgewandert 20.4.1934 nach Yallstina

warx, lielmut Leopold (1924), Grunnengasse 15
ausgewandert 15.7.1933 nach lallistipoa
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35.

36.

37

38,

39.

40.

41.

42,

43.

44,

45.

‘6‘

47.

48,

‘9-

So.

51.

52.

Karx, Johanna (1925), Brunnengasse 15

ausgewandert 20.4.1934 nach Fallistina

Narx, tdith (1932), Brunnengesse 15

ausgewandert 20.4.1934 nach Pallistina

Yerx, Heinrich (1926), Brunnengasse 15

auggewandert 20.4.1934 nach ralletina

E:ifr, Jei:chen geb. Leld ww, (1867), Staatsetrage 7,
verzogen nach Kassel, 1938 ausgewandert nach den USA
Hayer, Moritz (1897), Stautsetrefe 7

ausgewandert 5.6.1937 nach New York, UsA

vayer, Berta (1%03), Stactsatrale 7

ausgewandert rach Okio, UGA

Keyer, ¥oses (1670), Pahrenbacherstriele 6

deportiert 1542

Rayer, Jenay geb, HSchster (1878), Pahrenbtacher Strale 6
derortiert 1942

ilayer, 3erta (1867), ?ahrenbacher Strale 6
deportiert 1G42

Oppenheimer, Herzann (1857), Jauptstrabe S,
geetorben acz 21.1,1941 zu Rigdach

Cprenheicer, berthe zgeb. AltetHdter (18¢60), HauptstraSe 5,
gestorbern 29.11.1934 :

Oppenheimer, Cilly (18692), Hauptetrabe 5

deportiert

Oppenheiner, Isidor (1881), Brunnengasse 8
susgewandert an 28.2.1936 nach liew Tork, UCA
Oppenheiuver, Elara geb., ey (1889), Brunrengasse &
eusgewendert s 28.2.1636 nech Jew York, UlA
Cpperheimer, “riedrich Mex (1512), Erunnen;cese 8
ausgevandert a= 23.2.1934 nach Kew York, U3A
Oppenheimer, Karoline (18%€), SchloBgasee 6,
gestorben 5,171,134

«eichsel, Abrahar Alfred (1883), Brunnengasse 6
;2?Eogen 28.3.1939 nach f*rankfurt/sain, deportiert
Weicheel, ledwig geb. ruld (1885), Brunncngasae 6
verzogen 28.3.1939 nach ¢Jrankfurt/Xain, deportiert
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X 5.

X s6.

S7.
58.
59.
6o,
61.
62.
63.
64,
/65,
€6,
'67.

68,

teichael, Bernhard (1870), Hauptstrale 17

verzogen 2.9.1937 nach Prankfurt/kain, auagewandert
nach New York, usa &+ MYt A).

Weichsol, Amalle geb. Oppenheimer (1872}, HauptstraGe 17
verzogen 2.9.1937 nack Frankfurt/Xein, aucgerundert pach
New York, US.i 21 A

Veichsel, Ludwig (1%05), HeuptztrsBe 17

ausgewsndert 21.5.1937 nech Few York, Usa Fhlieide
Felchsel, Lenfred (1903}, Hauptstrale 17 zmit Lhefrau
Gertrud und Sohn Joachim (Fetey «43)

auvsgewandert 2.3.1934 nach Few York, ULA

veicheel, David (1879), StaatsstraSe 16

verzogen 27.12.1938 nach Prankfurt/dein, deportiert
¥eicheel, Recha geb. LYwentkhal (1892), Staatestrale 16
verzogen 27.12.1938 nachk Prankfurt/iein, deportiert
¥eicheel, Herbert (1922), SteatsstraBe 16

verzocen 27.12.1938 nach #rankfurt/Eain, deportiert
¥elchscl, Kurt lecfred (1926), Staastmstrale 16
verzogen 27.12.1938 nach Yrankfurt/¥ain, lebt in Helgien
velcheel, Max (1871), Cymnasiumstrale

verzogen 7.3.1939 nach Stuttgart, deportiecst

Weichsel, Plora gebd. dayer (1888), uymnaeiumstrule
verzogen 7.3.19%9 pach Stuttgart, deportiert

ielchael. erieh (1921), Gynnasiumstrabe

:g¥ahéut€51n lsrael

Veicheel, Gustav L&d (1855), lauptstrale

cusgewandert 2.11.1937 nach Kexiko |. e

Yeichsel, Hugo (1892), HauptetraBe

ausgevandert 2.11.1937 nach kexiko

¥eicheel, Tilla geb, Gtraus (1900), Hauptstrale
ausgewandert 2.11,1937 nach lexiko

weichsel, Erwin (1923), Hauptstrabe 15

auegewandert 2.11.1937 nach Wexiko

%eicheel, %Werner (1926), Hauptstraie

ausgewandert 2.11,1937 nach lexiko
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69-

To.

71.

72.

73.

74.

5.

T€.

7.

76.

¥eotheimer, Malchen geb. Veichsel (1856), Hauptstrale 15
verzogen 19.12.1938 nach Aschaffenburg

¥esthelmecr, Selomon (1891), LauptstraSe 15

verzogen 22.5.1937 nach Stuttgart, deportiert

Vestheimer, Guatay (18%0), Hauptatrabe 15

verzogen 8.4,1936 nach Stuttgart, deporticrt,

gestorben 1938 Dachau

Ygstheimer, Gerty gedb. >rlendacher (1898), Hauptetrale 15
ausgewandert nach iew lork, UJA

Fentheimer, Jakod (1882), HauptstraSe 15

verzogen 21.10.1939 nach Aschaffendburg, deportiert
¥esthelmer, iina geb, Berberich (1895), HauptstraSe 15
verzogen 21.10.1939 nach Aschaffendburg, deportiert
iesthoimer, Norbert (1922), Hauptstrage 15 fi::“-;ﬁa;““'
rraved + preseaty in X
verzogen S5.10.1939 nach Prankfurt, heute EKelifornien, UClA
wctterhahn, Leoo (1881), liauptstrale 19

deportiert 1942

“etterhahn, Zrnestine geb., Buchheimer (188¢), Hmuptstrale 19
deportiert 1942

Tetterhahn, Anneliese (1919), Hauptetrate 19

verzogen 1.3.1939 nach Xannheim, deportiert
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Rand 237 leliciong=-u. kirhliche Verbiéltanlsse, insberondere
Relicionslerrer zu Rimbach (1121)

Abteilung; YIXIT, lreisa=t Lappenheis, Sblicferuns 2

Pand 155 Sinbilrgeruncen iigmbach (1555=1934)

Rand 410 Vorsiand dex icr. Licligionszemcinde Hinbach
(16£95-1940)

Bend 415 Lechnungswesen der igr. Relifloncgezeinde iobachk
(1595=1833)

Daund 210 Vorunackllze der icr. neligloncs;encinde iilpbech,
(1595-1937) :

Tand 421 Jinzusc-pre Celd f.d. isr. Telijlonsgeseinde
Rimhnch (1L32-1934)

Tond 424 Schenkunsen unéd Stiftungen der fsr. Reli ions-
ceneinde Rimbneh (1833-1917)

Loand 429 hee'.nun_en und Nelege der Jild, Litv-inhngchen-
Stiftun: mu aizmbach (1266-1193)

ind 430 Synagose und Synagosenorcnur in oirboceh (1940~
1937)

Panc 435 Das Judenfrzuenbad zu Rimbach (1620-1187)

25 Der l'riedhof der Ieraeliten sgu iimbach

(11 24-1915)
Muricipal Archive of Michelstadt
iuteilunr T IIT - Judenordnun_ Gedors von “csoen 162¥
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Printed Sources
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Chronik der evangeliachen Iferrei Rimbach
Akten-Beochwerde der Lehrerschaft
Aiiten~-Grotherzoglicher Schulvorstand Rimbach

Rureau fir Statistlic der Juden: Die Juden ir Grolherzos-
tun Hesaen, DBerlin 1909

Thrlich, Trnaot Ludwig:s Geschichkie der Juden in Deutachland
Difsacldor? 13856

I'efer, Walther: Der Natlonaleozieligous, Dolumente 1933-1945
Prankfurt 1359

ilbreth, Priedrich: Die Bevbtlkeruncsbewerunr im Landkrels
Irbach {2 Odenwaléd vor 1450 bis cur Gegenwort
Pranlzfurt 1952

T3reth, Friedrich: Einwobnerlioten der Grafechaft rhoach und
Herrachaft Breuberg, Darastedt 19395

richler, Tr.: liandbuch der Lokaol-Stoztsverwaltun:, ilcidel-
ber; 1866

ek uw.a.t Geset:—ﬁnmmluné fir dag Grofherzo~tus licssen,
Eeinz 1904

Thiene, £arl: Dreitausend Jaohre Judentum, Faderbtorn 196o

Lnklaceaiit des Staateamsaltes s Eriminelserat des GroCher-
zoglioh lleasischen fNofgerichto der ITovinc
Starkenburg gesen I'r, “crdinznd LShr und zcht
und achtzig Consorten, Darmntadt 1601

tlegciaches Statistiosches L-ndesaat

) Deitrise zur Ltatistil: des Crodhereostua llesaen:

Lund: 5, Te 11 12, 19, 2%, 32, 3L, 45, D1, S50, U2y 63
b) Geaecindeverzeichnis fir den Volkastaat Negscen voz 16.6.1925
c) Ltteilunzen dea !cosischen Statistincher Lmndesentes

Iand: 63, 64, 69, 71
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Additional Sources
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sdler, NMeG.: Die Judon in Deutnohland, Nilnchca 19Go

Feotochrift: °finzstoarkt 1964, Niobach 1964

Garrz, Ilions Joachios Judentumskunde, ¥inchen/Hanburc 1950

Gabhare, volfzonz: Anticenitlsmus in Qer christlichen
Tirche, Nrwelterunzaspriifung 1963

Gelherd, wolfgang: Alte Rimbacher Denokrzaten, in *"Der Roden-
steiner”, Ueinhelm 1955/56

Gebherd, Tolizans: liungerocnot = Trutedenk, in "Der Foden-
ateinor®, Velnhelm 1556

Getroot, Jekodb: figbacher Schulen, Rinbach 19Go

leydosker-Leod: Ler kiraberger Frozel, Z. Aufl., FE8ln 1450

orcth, Tricirich: Zor TCenwtld noch dex 3o-jihripen Lries,
rriaeh 1924

Leberznnn, J.: Aus der Geschichte der Juden in ecuen, Jahr-
Luckh der Jliddachen Litercricclien Geselleshaft
Franizfurt 1909

Lohsc, Zduard: Igrael und die Christcnheit, GOttingzen 12Go

Reitlinzer, Gernlid: Die indlésung, 4. Lufl. HBerlin 1941

Telhilfer, Georg: Mice relechalinzer in Veschnitzthole, CStuti-
rery 1,0

Litor, ez Gesclhichic dcr Lynnaten und Crufen zu l.rbeclh,
Proni:furt 18595

Stefner: Lulni- T, Grolhercor von leocen ot bel fthein,
Offenbach 1,42

Sterlinc, Ilconore: !'r iot wie du, llincher 12574

itopz = Tanicl: l'r liez irn pcin Digentun, Aitt-art 1963

Vost, lannz: Schuld eder Verhiingnis, 3. full,, | ranl-
fur: 1962
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A1

Jewish Families

Group:
R 2 < 0 0 0 1
maaadon ot

Veichoel, Ioank @& —=—- lzlchon geb, Zacharius
(1754=152 7326 700 Ml acdancid ( - )
c. leyua { b. SUSkiné (1794) o. leyer {1794)
d. David (1001) e, lcnesses (1802) f. Lazarus {1815)

o /.. = /; //“.,‘. u-\ [PNP, Ve
a. eichacl, Moyus 4wip= Jif ~—— FifFe Ecb. Sternheiner

( = ) {1797-1827) Rimbach

2. Cifkind (1619) b. Beilchen (1824) c.- (1827)

@ 1828 Kzrolinec 'E‘é%df'h'é‘&'é‘n'ﬁue
(1799-1237) Zzingenber;

d., Reginan  (1529) e, Isaek (1830) f. Ferolinc (1832)
g. Dufchen (1£34) h. David (1835) 1. (1237)
o Rogina geb. Reim=ann
(180:-1847) Feudenhein
k. Hennchen (1840) 1. Fanay (1042) =. Dedette (1542)
t. feichaocl, SiiGiind ® 1831 Tster geb., Liwenberger
(1794-1840) {1799~ ) Lutzelcachsen
e. Fadel (1832) b. Isank {1833) c¢. Afron {1635)
d. Abrahaz (1836) e. Heyum (t838) f. (1842)
c. Levi (1042) b. Lenchen (1845) 4. StiRchen (1848)
¢. Veichsel, i‘cver w 1833 Zerle geb., Darmotiidter
(1794-106G) ( - ) Birkenau
ce Iscak (1335)
d. Velchzel, David o 1833 Earoling get. L&D
(1801-1877) (1799-1£77) Keichelokeln
a. NMentelchen (1834) b. Ioack (1835) c. loses (1227)
¢. Teyun {1839) e. Gumbe I5b (1840) f.’zbrnhn=(1844)
Yefchsel, Ieapk T. @m 1864 Rnbvette geb. Waichoel
(1.35=1920) (1640-1920) Rimboch
2. 'cthilde (1865) c. Nelene { (1865) c¢. Jokod (1662)
4, !'omes (1870) ¢a Yeroenn  (1872) f. Ferdipmand (1574)

g+ Lavid (1677) h. Cuntav L8B(1879) 4. iarolino (1t.50)
k. Salozon (1822) l. Abrahcm (1883) n. Fetii (18453)



A2

¥eichsel, Abrahanm ® 1914.Fedwig ged, Puld
(1883~ ) © (1885= ) Osthein
a. Julius {(1915) WX-

iefchsel, LBb (Guobe) ® 1871 fanny geb. Veatheimer

(1840-1928) {1846-1922) Rimdach

&. Zoses (1872) ©b. Jette (1875) c¢. Louis (1876)

d, tathilde (1877) e. David (1879) f. Betty (1881)
£. ilielene (1887)

Veichsel, David @ Hecha geb. L8wenthul '“»b"’
(1879- ) (1892~ ) LvGdach

a. orich (1920} b, lerbert (1922) c. Eurt-kanfred(192

- ( vt !
e. Feicheel, Lanagses L‘-,f*’-r“ﬂ-i?m 1838 Brué'-é’txc gelz. Fe er
PR LA O | Fe e 259171
(1802-1880)avs A7 Cantht (1817-1871) Yerdnelsnets

e. Isask (1839) b. noses f{ #{1841) c. Jette {1842)
d. Lehrle (1845) e. Debette (1850) f. Baruch (1852)
g Leyunm (1855)
¥eichsel, Isark @ 1866 Xalchen geb, Oberndorf
(1839-190§ ) _{1841=1916) Himbach

&, Detti (1867) Vb, Frieda (1841) ec. Bernhard (1870)
d. Louis (1871) e. Eabette (1872) f. Simon (1875)
£l A ate (1877} ———

P #eichsel, Bernhard o© 1902 imaslie geb., Oppenheimer
/  (1870- ) (1878~ )

/ a., Hanfred {(1903) ©b. Ludwig (1905) c. Siegmund (1907

L ]
4. L:nat-!aazk(190%} e. Lothar (1911)0ViR uy
ESTUR)
W delchmel. Yomes  ,f...- o 1869 ¥ina geb. Oppenheimer
e G R80- ) At 1884= ) Schriesheis

Ll =4 3 b . A4 ——— P2
~Muld | g, Zahe (1871) b. Babette %}p 2) e J{mon (1875
A of 1 d. Igask (1876) e. Siegmund 878) Vf"*.“" I”“] ("
Seichsel. Sinpon Nlbenbevg &~ Zrostine geb. Halle
L (1875- 09) ) F = ¥R
T a. Retty (1907) K3.




f, “eichsel, lararus @ 1839 Eanna geb. Westheimer
(1815-1900) " (1817-1900) Rimbach
a. Babdette (1840) b.Isaak (1842) 6. ———=— (1844)
4. Jakobd (1845) e. Heyum (1847) . Mehrle (1850)
g. David (1851) h. Gustav L&b (1852) 4, ==——= (1855)
y k. lalchen (1856) 1. Paany (1859) m=m. SUBkind (1862)
¥eichsel, Imask III. ® 1867 Babettes geb. Kahn
(1842-1922) (1840-1922) Rimdbach
a. (1868) b. Kathilde (1869) ¢, Marx (1871)
d. Jakob (1873) s. Guta (1875) £. Berta  (1876)
& (1878) h. Xarl (1879)
Yeichsel, Marx © ‘i899 I1da geb. Simon
(1871- ) Hx (1874~1918) Gedern

a. Bugo (1900)mumjb. Gerty (1902);1 c. Kartin (1903)
d. Hedwig (1904]45)
@ ——— Plora geb, Keyer
(1888~ f2.) Reichelshein
e. Erich (1921) Jirae/

%eichael, Gustav L¥b O ==—= Lina geb. Guthof
(1852~ ) (1864~1920)
a. Isackr (189%p b. Hugo (1892)fipo. Julius for (1894)

d. Alfreda (1895) e. Sophie (1897)iy f. Hermano  (1898)
. ; 5 “ 4e S 1ed (1902}
g !uthn,%1899) b. Ludwig (gg?’;l(b"f legrried (1902}4lr

Yeichsel, NMugo / ® —~= Klothilde gedb, Straus ./
(1892- ) ittt (1900= ) Budesheia

a. Erwin (1923) Y. Artur ¥Werner (1926)

Neyiky Hex.



Gruppe!

Oppenbeimer, Gumbrich

(1751-1830) ( - )
a. Heyum (1782) b. Sadomon (1792) . SUBkind  (1797)
a, Brendel (17399) e. Babette ( )
a. Oppenheimer, Heyum @ === Rlanghen geb, ———w—
(1782=1846) ( - )
a. Kowe {(1828)
o« 1833 Eandele geb, Breitenbach
( - ) Rimbach -
b, Gltel (1834) c. Gumbrich (1835) d. Jeanette (1836)
e. Bella (1838) '
b. Oppenheimer, Salomon @ === Jette geb., Zacharias
(1792-1859) {(1794-1877) Rimbach
a. SUBkind (1823) b. Eeyum (1825) ¢. Gitel (1829)
4. Gumbrich (1831) e. Sara (1834) f. Glitchen (1838)

g+ Babette (1841)

Oppenheimer, SUBkind II. o 1846 Amalie ged., Gradewohl

(1823-1892)

a., Jakob (1847) .
d. Michael (1854) e.
g Salomoen (1B61) h.

Oppenhbeimer, Heyum I.
(1825« )

a. Gltel (1857)
d. Thexla (1864)
E. ¥arx {1870)

k. Prieda (1876)
n. Clcilie (1883)

¢. Oppenheimer, SUSkind
(1797-1865)
a. Senter

b.
e.
k.
1.

(1823) ©.

(1823-1908) li¥rstein

Hosa (1849) ¢. Custav (1852)
Zarcline (1856) f. iargarete (18%9)
Gustel  (1865)

@ 1856 Paany geb. Kahn

(1838~ ) Rimbdach

Kathilde {1859) o¢. Salomon (1862)
GCUtchen (1866) f. Dina (1868)
Gustay (1872) 4i. Goldchen (1874)
Issak (1878) m. Ida (1881)

@ 1823 Babette geb, Vetterhahn
(1805-1825)
Jettechen (1824)



Co.
r.
i.

k.

Q.
t.

Gumbe L5L (1826) 4.
Badbette (1830) &.
Heyum (1834)

Promnat (1836) 1.
Brendle (1840) c.
Benzion (1846) r.
Panny (1857)

Oppenheimer, Heyum II.

® -—-- Sara geb. Zacharians
(1800-1835)
Babetts (1827) e. Panny
Gumbrich (1831)

(1828)

h. Mangeses (1832)

@ 1835 GUtel geb. Meyer
(1809-1894) Reichelsheim

Kanle (Mina) (1837) m. Xoses (1839)
Meyer (1843) p. ——==—  (1845)
Karthea (1849) &. Jettchen (1853)

@ 1876 Babette ged, Loyer

(1834-1876)
a. Sette (1868) ©b.
d. Henriette (1876)

Oppenheimer,———-

( - )
a. Simon {1784) .
a. Oppenheimer, Simon
(1784-1856)
a. Zva (1813) %.
b. Oppenheimer, LD
(1789-1861) P
a. Herzchen (1819) b,
d. Mleyer (1827) - e.
. Sara (1835)
OCppenheimer, keyer
(1827~ )
v a&. David (1855) b.

- . o -

{(1840=1911) Rimbach

Berta (1870) e¢. Xaroline (1872}
®© ——-- Zerla ged. -
(1740-1828)
L5b (1789)
® Babette geb. lMarx
( - )
Klara (1818)
o =--——= Babette geb. —-—/--/-/
-’ = b
ohtpain § =1ET(" il
Martha (1823) c¢. Schéle (1824)
K8lchen (1828) 1. Zerle (1a§11
i

@ 1854 Babette gedb, Kuhr
{1828~ ) Reichelsheim
Zachari%ﬁ {(1857) c. Hermann  (1859)

- e o e aw Em ay m e e e



A6

Oppenheimer, Zacharias I.

(1814~ )

a. Simen (1842) b, Sette

d. David (1848) e, Heyer

e eva (1855) he Gltel
%-//‘A“,‘.

- e e w - . - -

Oppenheimer, Zecharias II.
(1811-1862)

B, ===—-= (1843) ©b. Edel

d. Hannchen (1846) e. keyer
Oppenheiger, YXever
(1847-1923)

a. Zacharias (1879) ©b.
d, Amalie {1885)

Oppenheiner, Isidor
(1881- )
8. Priedrich Max (}912)

Cppenheimer, Joseph
(1817-1872)

Isidor

® -=—=w Karoline ged. Heil

( = )

(1844) ¢, Hermann (1846)
(1850) . Lina (1853)
(1857) 4. Jettchen (1860)

@ 1842 Mina geb. Barburger
(1811-1896) Leutershausen

(1844) o. Zerle (1845)
(1847) f. Hdekrle (1853)
@ ~=== Rosz geb. Meyer
(1853-1924)
(1881) e. Berta (1883)

@ =—== Flars geb. Nay
{1889~ )

@ 1846 Minchen geb. Goldechmidt
(1821-190%) Diedburg

a. Zerlins (1847) ©b. Berta (1849) c¢. Karoline (1850)
d. Heyer (1852) e. Zacharigs (1854) . llannchen (1856)
g. Hermann (1857) n. Panny (1860) 1. L¥b {1862)
k. Heirrich (1864)

Oppenheiper, Herzann

(1857-1941) =letzte Beerdigung
b. CHecilie

a, Johanna (1891)

Berta geb. AltetHdtar
(1860-1934)
(1892)

©




AT
Breitenbach, ¥cndel-llarx ® === CUtel geb, ———-
(1765-1846) ( -1837)
a. Yortechen (1800) b. Lazarus (1802) c. Madel (1809)

4. Jette (?) (1811)
a. Breiteabach, Kortchen
(1800-1830)

a. Sentel (1825) b,

Breitenbach, Alexander

Peidel

@ 1825 llandel geb. Skindel

( )
(1827) c. Hanns

(1829)

® 1857 Regina geb, Goldstticker

(Sentel)
(1825-1888)
a. Hennchen (1857)

c. lHanna (1861) 4.
f. Berta (1865) ;.
1. ¥ine (1870) k.
a. Ida (1875)
b. Breitenbach, Lazerus
(1802-1870)
a. lunns (1834) ©b.
d. Herz (1840) e.
&. Hendel (1848) h.

Breitendach, Isaak
(1836-1900)

Breitendbach, Hersz
(1840-1900)

a. Simon (1665)
d. Johanna(1876)

b,
€.

(1833-1859) Neckarsteinsch

b. Eortchen (1859)
@ ==-= Amalie geb. Emmerich

(1836- ) Eemsbach
Emilie (1863) e. Johanette (1965)
larx (1866) h. Sophie (1868)
Justine (1873) L. Koritec (1875)
@ 1832 Fradchen geb. Oppenheiner
(1807-1838) Prink.~Krumbach
Isagsk (1836) " ¢. Mortchen (1838)
@ 1839 Babette ged, Schriesheimer
(1824-1896) Leutershausen
Peidel (1842) f. Sarchea (1845)
Elisabeth(1850) 4. Lazarus (1854)
© 1866 Jette geb. Kiefer
( - )} Hihnlein

@ 1864 Mina geb. Oppenheimer
(1837-1915) Rimbach

{(1869) ¢. Leo

(1878) f. Prieda

(1871)
(1880)

Helme
Luise



A8

Breitenbach, Perdinand @ 1870 Sophie geb. Rothsghild
(1842~ ) (1849- )

a. tzzmapuel (1871) ©b. Gustavy (1872) e. Schtne  (1874)
d. Lina (1876) e. Thekla (1878) f. Ludwig (1830)
g+ Adolph (1883) h. Maria (1886) 4. ¥ax (1895)
BEreitenbach, Mendel @ 1877 Sophie ged, Ledermann

(1848-1917) (1851-1885)

a. Louis (1878) b. Emil (1881)

@ 1886 lira geb. StrasSburger
(1860~1919) Leutershause
c. Siegeamund (1887) d. Johanna {1889) e. Keta (1890)
f. Jonas (Julius) (1892) g. Selma(1894) h., Pauls (1897)

Breitendach, Jonas @ —=~= Ernz geb, Grinebaum
(Julius) {1900- ) Neukirchen
(1892~ )
a. Gerhard (1926) ©b. Liselotte (1929)
Breitenbach, Larzarus II. ® == Adelheid geb. L¥D
{1854-1924) (1858-1931) Grieshein
a. Ludwig (1882) Y. Selma (1884) c¢. lLina (1886)
d. Xoritz (1888) e, Karola (18%0) f. Johanna (1891)
g+ Klothilde (189 ) h, Hermann (1895) 4. Xax {1896)

k. Berta (1897} 1. Hugo (1902)



A9

Gruppes TETIEREANE
Vetterhahn, Alexander © --—— liarparete geb, Oppenheimer
( » ) (1781-1867)
a. Babette (1805) VY. Lenmle (1807) ec. Volr (1812)
b. Netterhahn, Lemle ® 1837 Therese geb, Oppenhesirer
(1807-1867) (1813~1872) Schrieshein
&, Alexander (1838) b. Wims (1841) o. Larl (1847)

d. Amalie {1855)

Wetterhahn, Alerxander m 1865 Klara geb. Kathan

(1838- ) (1844~ ) Lauphein

a. Recha (1866) b. ?rieda (1867) c. Guta (1869)
d. Joseph (1871)

Cc. WVetterhahn, Wolf ® -===-- Rebekka geb, ———
(1812-1882) (1815-16848)
a. Panny (1842) b, Babette (1843) o©. Alexander (1845)

4. Salomon (1847)
o 1849 Regina ged. Baunm
{1822~ } Mingelshein

e. Earl (1850) f. Gatel (1851) g. Leopold (1852)
h. Lehmenn (1855) 4. Sophie (1857) k. Samuel (18s8)
1. Rosa (1860) m. Jette {1862) .n. Jakod (1864)
Setterhehn, Alexander III., o 1879 Emilie geb. Seligmann
{1845=1923) ( - )
a. ilebekka (188a) b. Leo (1881) ¢. Wilhelm (1882)

d. Julins (1884) e. Prieda (1885) (. Siegmund (1887)
g. Alfred (188E) h, Lina (1889)

¥etterhahn, Leo ® 1911 Ernstine geb, Buchheimer
(1881~ ) {1884~ } GroB-Sachsen
a. Rosa {1911} b, Anna Elisa (3919)
setterhahn, Sanmuel w 1886 ilecha geb., Hamburger
(1858-1927) {1867~ ) Rimbach

a. Xlothilde {1886) b. Stella {(1830)



Gruppe:

Kaufmann, Isaak

(

a.

L

- )
Joseph {(1800)
Sara (1821)

Yaufmann, Joseph
{(1800-1876)

a. Daud (1839)
b. Zerle (1841)
e. Babette (1848)

Xaufmann, L¥ser
(1805-1873)

a.
d.

(1837)
(1842)

Daud

Kaufmann, Samuel

{1840-1899)

a. Thekla (1867)

Ce
f.

.
a.

4. Jeanette (1874)

Xaufomann, Ludwig

(1878- )

Samuel

@ 1839

Hannchen
Perdinand

o 1835

Peldel
Hannchen

@ 1866

2echa

@ 1874

e, Ludwig

a. Elisabeth Gertrud (1908)

Xaﬁfnann. Isank

(1849- )
a. Lina (1875)
d. Sanuel (1880)

b.

€.

o 1875

Louise
Jakob

Daub gedb. Opponheimer
( - )

(1805) ¢. Ester (180
Zerline geb. ———-=
(1784-1853)

(1822)

Babette geb. Oberndorf
(1811-1839)

Sara ged. Priedberger
(1808-1897) Neldenstein

(1843) 4. Isask (1848
{1851)

Gitel gedb, Horn

(1802=-1880) Wwallenberg
(1838) c. Samel {1840
(1845) f. 1saak (1849,

Jatte geb, David
(1842-1873) Reichelsheir
(1868} ¢. Eelena (1869)
Dina geb. Lehmenn
( - ) Lengfeld
(1878)

Prieda geb. Kann, Landau
(1881- )

b. Herta Beate (1912)

Priederixe geb. Sinn, Keckar
(1847-1918) Bischofsheir
(1876) Norite {1878)
(1882)

Co



AN

Kaufmann, Horite @ = Selma geb, Dreyful
(1878- ) (1883- } Honnenweier

a. Sophie (1909) b. Erne  (1911) ¢. Ernst Ludwig (151
d. Heine (1920)

Gmppe t glé.!tgugﬂkﬂgngxa
Aamburger, Gottachalk @ =—== Scheile geb, Selignmann
(1766-1851) {1780-1850)
a. Benjenmin (1809) 3
a. Hanburger, Benjamin o 1832 Sara ged. Zacharias
(1809-1892) {(1807-1874) iimbach
a. (1832) ©b. SuBkind (1834) ¢. Jetta (1837)
d. Jakob (1839) e. line (1842) . Panny (1846)
Hanburzer, Jekab @ 1866 Amalie geb, Keyer
(1839~ ) (1845-1897) KuBlockh

a, Recha (1867) b, Jenny (1869) ¢. Rudolph (1871)
d. Paony (1872) e, Gustavy (1874} . Ludwig (1875)
e Siegmund(1881) h. Moriter (1885) 4. Leopold (18587)

Hamburger, Eludoigh @ Johanna geb. Plirth
(1871=1942) (1876=1942) Osterspai

a. Azalie (1899) b. Cora (1904)

HambBurger, Gustav
{1874-1541)

Hamburger, Mocite ® -=== Hilda geb, Dreifus
(1885~ ) (1886~ )

a. Heinz Bertram (1911) b. Ilse Amalie (1915)
c. £dith (1918)



Cruppes

'owery

tHoptehon=""cs0g

sy

casamii=n

(1793-1865) Reichelshein

Goe
d.
Ce
e

Ce

b.

Ce

(1529)
(1832)
(1532)
(1044)

l'oges
Heyus
Glitel
Lazaruo

Y'eyer, Noses
(1829-1885)

Q. !dnne (1u466)
d. Hoinrich (1070)

t'eyer, lleyun
(1232-1894)
.. Berta

d. lNoses

(1567)
(1371)

Nover, l'oceo

(1671= )
J'ever, SU8kind
(18356-1910)
Ge lIATX
Vorta

(1270)

. (16C0)

v

evor, l'arx
(1876~ )

a. Jloritz (10397)

be
€e

be.
Ce

be
c.

A 12

LN

@ 18280 Brendel gebe. Opponheimor
(1799_1069) Finmbach

Gumbrich (1830) ¢. Selomon (1030)
licyer (1835) f. S4siind  (1U36)
Radatte (1c40) 4. leble (1242)
0 1666 Jette gevbe IBTX
(1833—1904) Schricaohein
Nortchen  (1066) c. 'arz {1860)
Perte (1571) f. Jokanette(1675)
o 1867 Dannchen cebe Reinzann
(1839-1913) Feudenheirn
Marx (1869) <. Jakob (1069)
Jogseph.  (1G73)
@ Jeany gebe oxter
{(1870— J) Roth VL. Larbdur
@ 18069 Ester Ccbe ifeyer
(1641=1857) Peiclelohein
Guotine (1573) c. loocs (1675)
Sophie (18:5)
o 1585 I'ing cebe Selicck
{ - ) Rreilchenduch
a 1396 _Jettchen geb. el
(1067~ } Etlshein
Necha (1¢99) c. Bertho {1903)



Lesthefner, Lissr

(17u4=-1067)

n. Isaak (1612)
de. Teidel {(1325)
Ce Sazuel {1631)

2. vcstheiger, Iaaak
(1212-1893)
e. fznnchen  (1843)
d, lioges (1c48)

Cezthcimer, Moaes
(184:-1923)

a. Jettchen (1377)
d. Jelob (1832)
C. Fonny (1657)
k. Salooon (1891)

T E I

b.
Ce
h-

be
Ce

b
e.
he

iiecntheirer, Jakob

(1882~ )

. Jultus (1913)

t. Korbert (1922)

Vegtheimer, Cuntow

(1850~ )

b. Yeatheimer, Salomon
{1815=146)

@® == LUsle gob, Zahn
(1795-1878)
Salomon (1815) c¢. Hannc
¥ortchen (1827) f. L&w
Sazuel  (1833)

Q ~——— Jotte rfeb, llarx
(1813-1665)
Lehrle (1644) c¢. _Panny
Jakob (1649)

® 1077 Kalchen gedb. Veichscl
(1856-1939) Rimbach
Hermann (1673) c. Detty
Babette (1854) f. David
Priedrich (12u8) L. Guatav

o —== Fannv geb. lfonatt,

( - )

@ ——= Tina geb. Berberich

(1017)
(1829)

(1846)

(1831)
(1835)
(1290)

(1895= .} Grof-Krotzenburg

Gerty geb. Erlenbacher
{1090~ )} Bratten

@

o 1543 Rooina geb, Mirach
{ - ) Partonhein

£. Nosina (1643) b, Berta (31845)



Gruppes I
tarx, ‘‘oscn ® 1838 Klorz scbv. Oppenheloer
(1£15=1904) Unstadt (1816=15675)
t. !eyer (1839) ©be Zachnrias (1840) ¢. ialchen (18¢3)
d. Zerlo (1645) e. Jettchen (1847) f. Jesnette (1246)
Ce iva (1851) h. Toses (1£53) 1. Ionnk (155)
ke Telchel (1552) 1. Nannchen {186G¢)
he. Farx, losco © 1833 Johannn geb. lMarx )
(1553-1937) (1656~1924) Reiechenbach
a., Simon {1684} Vbv. Berta {1855) co. Juliuo (1657)
¢e ¥.larz (1855) . Derthold (1699) £. Dlenk= (1891)
c. Salom=n  (1u82) h. ¥ina (1893) 1. Lina (1c95)
e ller=ann (1096) 1. ax (1899) r. Idm {(1901)
tarx, Terthold O === Selna reh. Isscelbicher
(16E9= ) © (1529~ } Isaclbach

a. culius Adolph (192%1) b. Helle arzot (1924)

i‘arx, lewmann a Dorn oect. noucnotock
(1890~ ) ( - ) Duchenau
2. Relcout Leopold (1924) b, Johanie (1925) ¢, iicinrich
d. I.dith (1932) (E)
G ST 5=§=g=;=;:£=:=;=é=§=;
Aschenbrand, Tavid @ 1901 lienriettc ceb. Oprenhcicer
(1576~ } (1876~ Y ¥i-bach
2. Nuzo {1902} b. Slcecfried (150%/10) c. l"oritz  (1907)

d. Friede (1911) ec. Zrnot (1912/35)



Gruppes o.n_
0b-—néorf, Tiendcr
(175,=-1534)
a. Tanny (1z01)
Ohernorf, Lbzser
(1765=1C43)
n. Heyua (1731)
d. Si=on (1.10)
a. Qvernlorf, Hevus
(1731-13650)
a. l3aclicl (1c52¢)

Obzerncorf, Aaschel

(12826=19202)
b. Obzrndori, 'o-tchen
(1737-1254)
Be Yuxi (17310
d. Meyus {(1836)
s« Lazamun (1543)
ie Lascarucs (1552)
¢c. Obzrndor{, lazarus
(1.06=1562%)
g. lazerus; (t541)
d, Zaroline (1537)
e lolchen (1656)

Obermdorf, L.garus

b.
Q-

b.

.
Ce
h.

(1.41- )
s Bt 111 ) 1S5

s
D atatallul
@ == Tobetic ceb.
(1753=-16042
€ —=== l'¢! Ple ceb.
(1774-1830)
rortchea (1797) ¢. Laserus  (1u06)
Babkette (15L11) 2, 'alchen ( )
o0 1626 “anzhen ceb. Darmstidter
(1785-1353) Tir:iennu
Babette (1032}
@ 1854 Re~ine gev, Alexcnder
(1799-1589%) viernhein
® 1563 Guctel ~cb. Dinselspiel
- (153::=18232) LU:izclsschsen
@ 159 Honna | cYe Yermann
( - } Seehoiz
Priutls (1532) c. Dahetts (1.34)
fadel  (183.) L, lckle (1c71)
Peidel (12295) . £. Rilchen (15246)
@ 12%0 DPronte? ceb, ' eyer
{1 13- } I cichelshein
reric {(1-43) c. inn (1649)
Neyun (1...0) f. nhauctie {1253}
Jette  (1862)
® 1371 Enroline cet. !forcfcld
(1847= } ¥iéni-



¢. Oberndorf, Simon
(1810- )
a. Marianne (1841)
4. Lagarus  (1845)
&. Isaak {1851)
X. Deichen (1856)
Cruppet
Demuth, Jonas
(1754-1848)
a. Zackarias (1812)
a. Demuth, Zacharias
(1812~ )
a. Meyer (1834)
d. Halchen (1841)
g. klndel (1846)

b.

C.

i. Johanette (1865)
Artur (1869)

Demuth, Ascher
(1814-1889)
darianne

-

(1837)

n.
c. Zacharias (1844)

(1869)
(1875)

f. Jopas
1., Keyer

Dexuth, Zacharias

A 16

@ 1840 Theresia ged, Kahn

(1819- ) #imbach
b, Panny (1842) ¢. Panny (1843)
e. Meyer {1847) f£. Hermann (1849)
h. Rarx (1854) 1. Gustav (1854)
1. David (1857) =m. Yalomon (1860)
DE.NU.IE

M ===~ Johanette geb. Oppenheimer
(17722-1848)

b. Ascher (1814) e. Keyer ( )

® 1833 Bster cev. Hirschel
(1811-1863) KHbdelheim

b. Wolf (1835) c. Gltel (1839)
e, ¥oses (1843) . Zerline {1845)
h. Zerline (1847)
® 1864 Karoline geb., Bormann
~ (1835« ) Ebnig
X. Jonas (1867) 1. Bonmet (1868)

@ 1836 Jette seb. Breitendbach
(1811-1843) Zimback

b. Kalchen (1839)
@ 1843 Xadel geb. Breitenbach
{18059-1867) limbach
- Pp——— {1847) e. ——e—e= (1848)
@ 1868 Panny geb. David
{ - )} iidmbach
&« Johanette {1871) h. Karl (1873)
k. Barbara (1878) 1. 2111y (1881)

II. @ 1864 Adelheid gebd. Joseph

(1844~ )

a. Malcken (1871)

Demuth, lleyer

( - )

{1845~ ) Miohelstadt
{(1873) e. Julius (1881)

@ 1836 Sara geb. bohnstdt
( - ) Keinbernheirs

b. Ludwig



Gruppe:
Eahn, Tesaak
( - )
a. Meyer (1785)
4. Hortchen (1801)
a, Kahn, )ever
(1785-1837)
2. Therese (1819)
b. David (1833)
b, Kahn, L&D
(1789-1861)
a. Issak {1861)
d. Kehn, Yortchen
(1801-1863)
a. Dreilen (1824)
4. 28ubchen (1828)
&+ Baruch (1835)
x. Babette (1840)
Eahn, Ieask
{1826=1895)
a. MNarz (186¢)
4. Leopold (1869)

Z. Bernhard (1876) h. Gutta

K

Ce

be

1.

A 17

--&-E-E
@® —— Pradel geb, ——===
(1761-1831)
L&Y (1789) ¢. Bisle (17959)
@ -=--=- Promnat ged. Oppenheimer
(1784-1831) Rimbaoch?
® —--~ Bolin (Bdsle) gebe ——eee-
( - )
Joseph (1834) d. Salomon (1836)
® —-=-== Earoline geb. Jakod
(1794-1858)
@ 1858 licnriette ged, Lehmann
( - ) Darmstadt
Leopold (1862)
@ 1824 Goldchen geb, David
(1798-1870) Reichelshein
Thereeia (1825) c¢. Isask (1826)
Eopel-Earl (1830)f. David (1833)
Yanny (1837) . 1. Zerle (1839)
Jette (1842)
© 1864 Panny gebd, Joseph
(1843~ ) Kichelestadt
b. Louis (1866) c. Kerl (1867)
e, David (1871) (. ¥orite (1875)
(1882)
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Gruppet ZACEAEIAS

Zacherias, Jonas Faul

(1768-1835)
6. SU0Gkind

(1826)

Zacharies, Iaaak
(1801-1853)
a. ¥Xaroline

(1836)

b. Abraham (1849)

Zacharias, Israel

(1779-1843)
a. sumbe L8Yb

(1839)

Zacharies, Rirsch

(1842- )

a. Jakobine (1866)
Gruppe:
Schwad, Saxuel
( - )
a. Lortchen {1801)
4. Ellirchen ( )

a, Schwad, kKortchen

(1801-1£34)

2. BHale (1834)
b, Schwab, solf

(1803-1859)

a. D¥leschen (1845)

b. relst (1847)

e. Felst (1855)

00 =——== (ltle geb, ——-——-
( - )

b. Later (1827)

o ===- Jakobine geb. ——we-—
(1802-1839)

@ ~=—== degina geb, Alexander

( - )

@ 1838 Jakobine geb. Jacobi
{1801-1864) Leutershausen

b. Hirsch (1842

@ 1866 Hannchen geb. Bruchsaler

(1842~ ) Ittlingen
b. Jakob (1871)
S.C.H.F.AB
@ =———
b. solf (1803) c¢. Zerline {1808)

® 1833 Xeile geb. Hochatidter
4 - ) Lampertheim

@ 1844 GOtle geb. L¥sermann

( - } Reichelsheic
@ === Dannchen geb, ===ae=
(1815-1855)

c. Jette (1850) d. sacuel {(1852)
@ w——=- Jetichen geb., L&0ermann

{(1816-1900) Jugerhelin



Gruppe:

David, Abraham

(

A.
4.
&

- )
GUutel (1826)
Gumbrich (1833)
Zerle {1842)

David, Heyum

(1845- )

David, David

(1886~

Gruppes

Goldachmidt, Samguel

(1812~ )

a. MWeyer (1839)
d. GGtel (1845)
g. Jakod (1849)
a., Goldschzidt, Keyer

(1839~ )
e. Justine (1862)

Gruppet

Joseph, Hermann
(1823-1877)

a.

Peist (1856)

Emrza (1862)

A 19

2.4.1.1.0

b.
G.

@ 1825 HEabette gedb, Uppenheimer
( - )} kimbach
Kopel {(1828) c. Jettchen (1830)
THubchen (1837) (. Promnat (1839)

h. Heyum (1845)

}Reichelshein

b.
€.
h.

h.

b,

® 1871 Babette ged. Rothaschild
(1844~ ) weinheim

@ 1913 Johanne ged., Oppenhelzer
(1891- ) Rigbach

falekalaiafolialiadall

0o ~—~~—= heglnt geb, ———=—-

( - )
-Panny (1841) c. Isaak (1843
Legina (1846) f. leaak (1848)

Custav (1852) 1. Abraham (1854)

o 1861 Karoline geb, Zacharias
(1836~ ) Rimbach
Pranziska (1864) c. Jullus (1866)

in Pfe.
S.E.E.E
@ 1855 Jeanette pgeb, heyer
(1834-1858) Griesheinm
Jonaa (1858)
o~ fanny geb. Ueidenberger
(1831~ ) Uchwetzingen



Petition of the Protected Jew, Simson Zacharias Oppenheimer, 1822

Darmstadt =-- Landesarchiv {tooday = Staatsarchiv Darmstadt): haldings
"Kreisamt" Heppenheim"™ Abt. (=dept.) XIII wvol., 278

To
The Honorable Highest Grand Ducal Hessian Government of the Princi-

pality of Starkenburg
Most humble and obedient presentation and petition

from
the protectected Jew Simson Zacharias Oppenheimer
ef Rimbach Rimbach, July 15, 1822

District Court Schdnberaq
re.: Lifting of the Jew fee

Very poor, without any capital, I find myself helpless in a dispairing
situation; for 8 years now, I have had a sick wife whao, through all
too great weakness, has gone mad; I have three children to raise, of
whom one is 8 years old and has polio; and my entire income is depen-
dent upon the livestock market which has almost entirely disappeared
through the stagnation of the trade.

Now I am alsoc to pay anm annual protection fee of 13 fl, 19 f. which is
beyond my means, so that I am forced to request the Honorary
Government that, considering my sad situation, to graciously exempt me
from paying the protection fee.

With full confidence, [ look forward to
the granting of this most humble request.

Simson (Oppenheimer



12y

log =—

Births

Deaths

The Jewish Inhabitants of Rimbach

5 63
62 72

ey



Response to Petitions for the Lifting of the Protection Fee

Staatsarchiv Darmstadt: holdings "Xreisamt" Heppenheim
Dept. ("Abt.") XIII wvol. 278

Draft of the "Kreisamt” (= Court of Law) to the Grand Ducal Government

Protection fee exemption petition of a number of Jews...living...in
the District of Lindenfels

A number of Jews of the local district are petitioning that the
protection fee which they are to pay be lifted or reduced and I now
note the following in response to the individual petitions

I. of Rimbach

Enclosure I 1. Petition of Loser Westheimer. The same has paid
26 fl., 32 f, up to now. He owns approx. 2,000 fl.,
his depts amount to approx. 1,500 fl. A number of
years ago, he suffered losses through theft which,
in addition to a frequently recurring gout illnes,
has taken its toll an him. I herewith propose a re-
duction of the protection fee to one half,

Enclosure I1 2. Petition of Simson Oppenheimer. The same has no.
capital whatsoever and earns his livelihood through
broking. His wife and one of his children are total-
ly feeble-minded. I propose lifting the fee entire-
ly.

Enclosure III 3. Petition of Heium Weichsel of Rimbach. ...paid
only 1/4 of last year's protection fee, but had to
pay off the entire sum. He owns nothing but a small
house for which he owes 300 fl,; he earns his liveli-
hood by selling goods which he, however, bought on
credit; beside his family, he still has an cld
-father-in=law to support. May the protection fee for
these reasons be reduced to 1l/4.

Enclosure 1V 4, Petition of Isaac Zacharias. He owns a small
house for which he owes 300 fl., so that the same no
longer has any value. His wife is paralvzed. A re-
duction to 1/4 would be my recommendation.

Enclosure V 5. Petition of Isaac Weichsel. This man is 64 years
old, seriously blind from a cataract and unable to
support his family. It would be humane to exempt him
from paying the protection fee entirely. The same
holds for:

A 22



Enclosure VI

Enclosure VII

Enclosure VIII

6. Petition of Bender Oberndorf. He 1is...70 years
old, one arm is paralyzed.

7. Petition of Gumbrich Oppenheimer. He owns sonm

capital. Nevertheless, since he ia 70 years of age,
his petition deserves some consideration.

8. Petition of Ldw Oppenheimer. He owns a house for
which he is still in debt and has a large family to
support. I believe that under these circumstances
the protection fee can be reduced to one half.

II. Reichenbach

September 10, 1823

PAGES A24 through A32 LIST JEWISH RESIDENCE
FOR THE YEARS 1820-1885.
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Jewish House Owners

Compiled according to the Fire Cadasters and Register of Real Property

for Rimbach. The Figures in Parentheses are the House Numbers of the

Years 1820/1842/1885.

Hauptstrale 5
(104/142/190)

HauptstraBe 6
(56a/81/108)

liauptstrale 8
(57/82/109)

HauptstraSe 10
(58/83/110)

Hauptotrate
(101/138/186)

1846
1856
1909
1913
1927
1933
1940

1820
1828
1840
1871
1879

1881
1910
1937

1830
1832
1860
1880
1884

1835
1839
187e
1877
1891
1903
1927
1337

Ohlenschltizer, yhilipp
Oppenheimer, Joseph
Oppenheimer, lermann

- Johanna geb.
David, lavid - Oppenbeirer
Bhein, Kredi{itdbank, Mennheim
Oppenheimer, Cecilie

Gemeinde iimbdach

Trautoann, Gerichtesschultheis
Oppenheimer, SUSkind

Dexuth, Zacharias

Demuth, Zacharias 1.

Bangert, Valenotin

Trautzmann, Jakob III.
Hamburger, Rudelpb u. Koritez
Sechnitt, Feter

Schenk, Georg Fhilipp
Zachariass, Isaak
Joeeph, Hermann
Joseph, Hermann ww,
Schhifer, Joseph III.

LErmer, leonhard
Oppenbeinmer, LUilkind
Oppernbeimer, denzion
Oppenbeimer, 3ilkind =»w,
“sstheimer, Hoses
veichgel, Guatav Lbb
seichsel, Euso
wandin W o
Pinkbeiner, -lisabeth geb. Zery
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Hauptstrale 16a 1820 Sternheimer, Liannes
(63/91/118) 1823 %eichsel, Heyun
1849 Oppenheimsr, Saloson

Fauptstrcle 16 1820 Mader, kKichael uw,
1828 Oppenheimer, Salocon
1888 Oppenhelmer, Heyuz I,
1834 Opponhcimer, Babette
1899 ®acht, Adanm

EauptatraBe 15 1820 Vestheimer, Liser
{100/137/185) 1841 vestheimer, Isaak

1870 \leetheiner, Xones

1913 9%estheimer, Jakod

1939 VWeber, Kath. Charlotte

HauptstraBe 17 1820 Trautmann, leter

(99/136/184) 1847 GQbverndorf, Simon
1877 %eichsel, Imaek II.
1917 %eichsel, Bernhard
1941 D¥lp #w.

Eauptstrale 19 1820 ¥etterhuhn, Alexander
(98/135/183) 1831 é&etterhahn, wolf
1830 Wetterhahn, Alexander 1I1.
1911 Wetterhahn, Leo
1941 H8lle, Ludwiy

liauptstrale 21 b 1620 Ereidenbachk, kKendel

(97/134/182) 1839 Oppenheimer, Heyua
1852 breidendach, Alexander
1852 Geist, Niklaus III.

Sackgasoe 3 1835 Lgrr, Johann

(61/87/114) 1842 Xaufmann, Joseph
1890 FKaufmann, Zerline u. Hannchen
1914 Ier. Heliglonagemeinde
1916 wochzitt, wilkelr II.
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Bruanrengusse 1 1820 Ceotrost, leinrioh

(55/79/106) 1823 Oppenheimer, LZDb
1854 Oppenheimer, Kayer
1871 Eallstein, thilipp
1874 Seip, Georg

Brunnengasne 3 1820 D¥rr, Heiarich
(54/78/105} 1840 Xaufmann, L¥ser

1871 Kaufamann, Samuel

1906 Kaufmann, Ludwig

19338 Bickel, Georg Xichael

lirunnopgasse 4 1834 Lleininger, Philipp
(45-46/55/82) 1840 Demuth, Ascher
1899 FBerg, E.J
Brunnengasse 5 1871 Blatt, Philipp II.
(180/77/104) 1874 Oberndorf, Lazarus II.
1899 Bickel, Adam II1.
Srunnengasse 6 1820 Judenschaft
(47/60/83) 1535 Weichsel, David

187t +v¥elcksel, Isaak I.

1903 =eichsel, koses

1909 ¥eichsel, ibrahas gen. Alfred
1939 Gchuster, Philipp IV,

Drunnengesse 8 1730 Kosche
(48/61/84) Zaduk und Liw
Allert, Valentin

1820 Allert, Rikolaus
1828 Oppenheimer, Simeon
1851 Oppenheinmcr, Zacharias
1877 Cppenbeimer, Leyer
1512 Oppenheimer, Isidor
1935 Schzitt, Ceorg X1V.
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Brunnengasae 11 1831 \Nichel, Georg

(=/75/101) 1897 ©8reidenbach, Lazarus II.
1909 Breidenbach, Ludwig
1916 DBreidenbach, laz. 1l1. %w,
1922 Ureidenbach, Berta
1934 Uchuster Adan

Brunnengasse 15 ca. 1842 Jakod, lFeter IIl.
(149/73/99) 1844 lLarx, L¥b
1882 karx, kosea
1921 ¥arx, Berthold
1951 lLarks, Alfred Julius u, liella Xar;
1955 Eientle, Gtto

Srunnengasse 17 187 Leininger, Fhilipp

(163/72/98) 1842 Breidenbach, lLezarus
1681 Breidenbach, feidel
1902 vetrost, Adax

WaldstraSe 4 1831~ Puhr, ¥ilhelw Georg
(20/26/38) 1636 setterhahn, Lecle

1856 Jsakob, Georg Adam Il.
valdstrafe 12 1820 Cbhernd8rfer, LSaeer leyun
(24/30/42) 1838 Cberndorf{, lazarus

1844 Cberndorf, lieyum
1666 Obverndorf, Anschel
1910 heichert, rhilipp I11.

neldstralie 14 1820 ELauder, Gecorg Adoem
(25/31/43) 1836 Oberndorf, Yordche
1860 Uelp, Johanneop

veldstralSe 16 1830 BRb&rr, Jakob
(23/32/44) 1836 Dreidenboch, Lazarua Zhefrau
1842 Lleininger, Ihilipp tw.
1863 Diehn, lreter
1697 #a, Yaufcanrn, Lannheirm
1904 Diehr, Georg



waldstrale 22
(29/35/47)

Ca.

a

Holzberg 4
(-/190/49)

iolzberg S5
(=/49/63)

Holzberg 6
{(-/38/50)

Pahrenvacher StraBe 4
(129/171/224)

rahrenbacher 5trale 6
(130/172/225)

LT D0l K Mol et
LI R

' 1 D
ct o ideh [ Oy

Pahreobacher Strabe 11

(14/21/32)

Biecmarckotrobe 1{u.3)
(128/170/222-223)
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1830
1854
1870

1864
1872
1877

1844
1854
1859

1882
1308
1910

1849
1853
1870
1949

1820
1842
1866
1910
1958

1868
1870
1902
1953

18%)
1853
1866
1€76

Kourer, Johaznes jun.
wetterbahn, VYWolf
D¥rsaz, lieinrich

Jakod, Fhilipp
setterhahn, Yolf
liartzann, lichael 1V,

Dingeldein, Georg
Oppenheimer, SUBkind I,
Horn, Haria

Schmidt, Johanzmes IV,
Mayer, Yoses aus Ohringen
Beer, kax

Helfrich, Bernhard
Fayer, #ordche Homes
Vayer, lieyu=z
Schmidt, Jakob

Blatt, teter und Spilger Leonhard
Hamburger, Benjamin

Hemburger, Jakobd

Hamburger, -udolpk

itYsel,

Spilger, Georg Adema III.
Oppenheimer, Eayun IJI.
Aschenbrand, David
Blatt, Jakob 1I,

bchifer, Karl

netterhehn, Lecle

wetterhahn, 4ilexander

Bickel, Ja¥rob und Hettig, veorg II



A 29

Piomarckstrase 7 (a) 1820 ¥%eichoel, Isaak
(126/168/220) 1830 HMayer, Hardochai koses
1893 “telichoel, Lazarua
1882 veichsel, “ustav L3b
1903 Schifer, Adan

Bismarckoctrale 7 (b) 1820 Opponheiner, Gumbrich

(127/169/221) 1830 Welchocl, Isack ww.
1842 Wweichovel, Laczarus
1882 Yeichael, Gustav L&b
1903 GLchifer, Adam

Bieomarckestrace 10 1758 leyum

(106/145/196) 1820 Zachariase, lserte
1840 IZrbarics, Israel
1861 Z2echarles, liirech
1881 vuveichsel, Lalchen
1927 Lellsteirn, Seorg V.

t

Bismarcketrale 11 1820 Kirchenrat lagenstecher
(124/166/218) 1821 kshn, ikeyer
1640 voldtechmidt, Sasuel
1866 oscadtz, Nikleus

dlsparckatraie 16 1820 Hirterheuo (Gerneinde)

{(108/147/199) 1838 ‘weichoel, lianasses X
1861 Zacharies, Hirsch
1896 Diehn, Feter

SchloBgaasse 1 1820 Faufgenn, Peidel
{B5/188/149) 1840 Seist, Jakod
Schlolgasse 4 1820 tehn, itayer
(68/95/122) . 1821 kehn, L8b

1862 -ltendorf, weorg rhilipp II,



A 3o

SchloBgasse 6 1847 <2rautmann, Feter II
(64/96/123) 1854 Oppenheiner, 5UBkind I1I
1861 Oppenheimer, Heyun
1888 Oppenheimer, SUBkind II
1893 Oppenheimer, Xaroline
1935 Platzer, Xarl

SchloB8ganae 7 1620 Allert, ¥Yriedrich u., .tettiz,
Gotz&:!xg
(81/113/146) 1830 WLavid, rahan

1869 David, Hayur und Gustel
1879 Hilbner, Adanm

Schlofiganse 1o 1868 Altendorf{, Jochann II.
(70/97/124) 1874 Ereidenbach, Isaak
1902 KeBler, Peter 1I.
SchloSgaose 14 1874 Schmidt, Jakob III,
(=/212/126) 1879 seichsel, Koses

1881 Welohsel, lomes rhefrau
1895 Pfeifer, Jakob

SchleBgasse 16 1882 Bangert, Bermhard ow., xlnschback

(-/210/127) 1886 DBreidenbach, Lazarus
189% Spar- und Ereditverein .ilmbach

SehlofSgasse 24 1838 Stein, Kichael:
(Zeke Priedhofeweg) 1851 Veichael, heyum Kinder
(145/102/130) 1864 Oppenheimer, SU8kind I

1866 Breidenbach, lierz
1922 Schuster, lthilipp “hefrau

lelnzenwiesenweg 2 1820 Standesherrachaft
77/%105/137) 1836 Judenschaft, Synagoge
1939 Gomeinde Himdach

eingenwiesenwesg 3 1820 Chlenschllizer, l.eonhard
78/107/140) 1835 USchwab, <olf

1860 Leckert, Adamz IJ. u. uetroat,
veorg thilipp



Heinzenwiesenweg 13

(79/111/141)

Brehmergartenweg 5
(94/131/179)

Brehmergartenweg/
Ecke Gympasiunmgtrale

(60/151/175)

Gymnasiumstrale 11
(60/151/206)

Gymnasiumatrale 12
(110/149/204)

StaatsstraGe 7
(173/124/172)

Stoatsstrage 16
(=/204/162)

A

1840
1847
1856
1892

1820
1823
1864
1900

1867
1870
1919
1936

1835
1847
1872
1889
1928
1932

1844
1880
1911
1912

1842
1854
1860
1876
1892
1938

1842
1874
1919
1942

b2

Schiifer, Georg
Oppenheiner, Salomon

Oppenheimer, Heyun
Baltz, &ichael

_Lckert, Johannes uw.

Kahn, lardochsi
Kahn, Iscak
nettig, Yichael und wecht, Jsek

Geist, Adaz II.
deichsel, Isapk 1Il1.
VWeichsel, Yex
Chlepschliiger, silhelc

Jchullehrer liebenstreit
Oppenheimer, Zachariae I.
“emuth, Zachariae II.
cetterhahn, lazuel
Flaut, Stella

Gemeinde itdizbdach

Chlenschligzer, Feter
Lheufmann, Isaak
FKaufmann, korit:z
Schuster, ¥artin

Uhlensclilliger, Valentin
Kahn, Mordche
Ohlenechléger, Fhilipp
Hayer, loses

Rayer, liax

Hettlg, Leonhard

Geist, Adan
wcichsel, L3Db
seichsel, David
Jakobd, hLarl



Stnatsotrale co
{(147/127/167)

Otaatsstrale 47

(=/=/166 6/10)

Lagerhalle mam Bahnhof
(=/~/263)

Sahnhnfstrabe 17
(«/=/165 8&/10)

A 32

1831
1937

1911
1937

1921
1927
1928
1935

1910
1919
1936

Judenbadehaus
Schaab, Kiklaus

Faufmann, loritz

wchmitt, Georg

David, David
BEriider David, iteichelehein
Ya. uwestheiner, loses

Landw, Bezugs- und Absatz.genoseen.
schaft

Breidenbach, kendel
Breidenbach, Jonas cen, Julius
Spar—- und Lreditverein rurth



Glossary

A32a



A32b



Glossary

ausgewandert (mach) : emigrated (ta)

cadaster a register, survey, or map of the extent, ownership,
value, ete,, of lands as a basis of taxation.

deportiert : deported

geb. : "geborene™; nee, indicates a married woman's maiden name.
gestorben : died
lebt heute : 1is presently living

Physikus : physician

raffle privilege : the right to employ a form of lottery in the sale
of property frequently used up to the beginning of the 19th century to
prevent Jews and foreigners from acquiring property in the town com-
mon.

right of refusal : the legal right to refuse to sell a piece of
property to an individual. This became illegal in the Grand Duchy
of Hesse at the beginning of the 19th century.

rod : a square perch or pole (30 1/4 square yards)

Steuerkapital : tax revenue

verzogen (nach) : moved {(to)

witib : widow

dates are given : day - month - year

A 33
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