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Family of Regina Englisher
Dworetzky, Bernstein, Zuk and Esther Rabinowitz

Jurek Zuk
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Dr. med. Alexnder Englisher
1. husband of Regina Rachel Dworetzky
Mother of Regina

Grisha Dworetzky Esther Dworetzky-Bernstein
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Adas Dworetzky
Anna Dworetzky-Zuk

Anna and Emanuel Zuk Kara Bernstein
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Lawyer Joseph Mezerytzky Anna Mezerytzky

Joram Romel
son of Anna Mezerytzky
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Dr, Naum Pundik Aaron Pundik

Fania Gorfinkel Benjamin Gorfinkel
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154

Rywka, daughter of rabbi Joseph Hawer
husband Shmuel Katz



Rabbi Shmuel Josevh Weller

Rabbi Jablonsky, wife Batsheva
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Wedding of daughter A

Minkowitz

152



Moshe Pitkowsky, wife China
Arie Minkowitz, wife Liba

Warda
daughter of M. Pitkowsky
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Dr. Marvin Klein
and wife Helen



Mery and Isidore Mishkin
with grandson

Fejgl Mishkin Rabinowitz

Son of Mery and Isidore
Mishkin
Dr, Isadore Klein and wife Dora with his son

149



148

Dr. Irving Rich, wife Sarah
son Lewis, wife Myra
Children of Lewis— Cheryl and Debra
Daughter of Sarah — Judith



son of Benjamin Rabinowitz
Sol Rabin

Professor Sam Weissman
son of Rose
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Ida Sandock and son Sam

Sam Sandock

Louise Sandock Barney Sandock
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Wedding of Lea Herensohn and Amnon Jakimowsky,
Eliahu Herensohn, wife Esther, son Joseph and family Jakimowsky

Professor Amnon Jakimowsky, wife Lea, son Joram,
Esther and Dov

145



Nechama, wife of Joseph Rabinowitz

Herensohn Joseph, wife Sinaia
Children: Marom, Nava, Zohar-Chaim

Son of Joseph Rabinowitz Eliahu
wife Hadassa Aaron Robbins
and wife Rachel
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Esther Rabinowitz
daughter of Chayim

Archie Lend

Jacha and Chaim Rabinowitz
with daughter Esther

Mozes and Eliash
sons of Chaim Rabinowitz
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Eliash Rabinowitz
son of Chaim

Eliash with Organization — Gordonia
Slonim
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Saul Rabinowitz, wife Batsheva
and sons : Israel, Simcha

Simcha Ben-Shaul and family
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Berl, son of Simche Rabinowitz

Mozes Rabinowitz with family
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Ben Rabinowitz
wife Althea
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Chester Robert, wife Isabelle
daughters: Terry and Maxine

-

Albert and Rosalind Rabinowitz
Children : Barrie, Stephan, Ruth
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Joseph Merance, Lowyer
wife Zelda
daughter Julie
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Jay Andrew Rabinowitz
Super - Judge in Alaska

Stevhan, Ethan, Todd
children of Judy and Emanuel Gerard
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Milton and Rose Rabinowitz. Children: Jay, Robert, Judy

Joseph and Zelda Merance.
Dr. Julie with husband Dr. Jerry Levitl
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Clara Rabinowitz
Psychologist

Jay Rabinowitz
Assoc. Justice Supreme Court of Alaska
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Joseph Rabinowitz
wife Lena
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Joseph and Lena Rabinowitz



Jack Robbins

Family David Rabinowitz, Tel-Aviv, Fin St. }
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Jerome and Sylvia Jacobs

Irving and Isadore
sons of Alter and Rachel
Rabinowitz

Ruth Rubin
Benjamin Rabinowitz daughter of Sylvia Jacobs
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Alter Rabinowitz Rachel Rabinowitz
wife of Alter

Morris Rabinowitz Thelma Rabinowitz
son of Alter and Rachel daughter of Alter and Rachel
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Lewis and HEsther Giitler. Daughters Wendy and Jennifer

Isaac and Bessy Becker with sons Sidney and Leonard



Jeremiah Becker

Jacha Becker

Bess and Ira Cotins
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Blanche Prince Morton Prince
Psychologist Professor

Judith Prince
Daughter of Blenche



Harry Stern, wife Martha
with children : Sheva, Zelda, Chayim, Sareva, Rebecca

Max Frager and wife Mollie
Children : David, Arnon, Joseph Sherman, Sharon, Hava
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Milton Stern, wife Cecile and Children : Danny, David, Fran

Salamon Stern with family
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Bar-Mizva of Harry’s son. Two grandfathers,
Solomon and rabbi Novoseller
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Ida Kohen-Stern, Elizabeth Kohen,
Alta Kohen, Rae Shwarz, Morris Kohen

Family of Kohen
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Alta, Jehoshua Kohen and son Berl

Elliot, Judy Fleisher Dr. Veterinarian Donald Chesen,
and children wife Norma and daughter
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Leib Rabinowitz and wife Braina

Alta and Jehoshua Kohen



Jetta Lend son Sanford

Archie, Jette, Jerome, Sandy

Lend

wife Bela

Elijahw Luboshytz,

and children Henia and Jacob
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Mira, daughter of Jacob Rabinowitz

Sons

husband Shalom Mansky
Menachem, David, Aizik and Rasha



Wedding of Jacob Rabinowitz with Sara

(In Israel)

Joseph, son of Wolf Rabinowitz
and family
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Ilan, son of David and Fania
Rabinowitz, Economist

Mozes, son of Wolf Rabinowitz

Shoshana Fisher Wolf Rabinowitz
(Daughter of David Rabinowitz) (Son of Jacob)
with children — Gita and Johaw and family
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David Rabinowitz, wife Fania
and grandchildren
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Ejraim Rabinowitz,
wife Lena

Moshe and Zypora
children of Lena Rabinowitz
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Jacob Rabinowitz and wife Zypora

Stein and wife Rachel

13



Wolf Rabinowitz
wife Mery

Chanan and Masha Rabinowitz.
Daughter — Miriam and son Zew-Wolf

12



Families :
Katzenelnbogen, Levin, Gachkowsky
and Dr. Rebeka Rabinowitz

Sam Robbins, wife Clara
daughters : Jetta, Dorothy, Lilian
and Saul Robbins with wife Sarah

%1



-

Holiday of Tojsfoth-Yomtiv :
Chajamery, Katzenelnbogen
Gachkowsky & Rabinowitz

Harry Gerstein, wife Ida
son Jehuda
grandfather Isaac Gachkowsky
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Joseph Rabinowitz, wife Lea and grandson David

Dr. Nachman Katzen

wife Fridel, daughter Eva
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First Daughter Chinke Bassewitz

7.11.1841 — 3“0 1wn 3> 1M
20.3.1911 — X“¥I0 IR O 17WD)

Third Daughter Sprintze Pitkowsky

27.11.1850 — X“IN 1501 24D 719
17.1.1923 — 3“DIn NIV v4d> aIvD

Fourth Daughter Yache Sandock

12.7.1860 — 2“IN 1M™N 243 AN
1131923 3“0 IR 2D vm
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Fifth Son Isaac Rabinowitz Sixth Son Max Rabinowitz
2651853 — 3N X 04 oM 89.1855 — PN SR I3 1o
25.5.1888 — N“MIN 110 14V LD 21.6.1929 — DL“BAN P01 WD)

Seventh Son Joseph Rabinowitz Eight Son Benjamin Rabinowitz
20.11.1856 — 1“0 Nwn 2“2 5 2.7.1862 — 24370 1MN T 1M
42,1929 — V“pIN VAV 1“0 WD 31.1.1946 VD)
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Second Son Jacob Rabinowitz

1.4.1836 — “3¥pn 101 1 1513
7101903 — 74090 MWN v vD

Third Son Leibe Rabinowitz

Fourth Son Simche Rabinowitz

31.1.1839 — b“¥pn vaw 1“v 1H1
2431852 — 27N N T U 29.10.1917 — nN“¥I0 NwR 2“0 WD)
b St - M b R KT 1)} SRIWTPIN RI0ID23
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PART OF THE
PICTURES

First Son David Rabinowitz The Rabbi Moses Rabinowitz
31.1.1834 — 7“¥pn LAY XD oM 11.1.1817 — 1“¥pn NIV 3D 1on
22.1.1891 — RN“190 LY A0 WDl 31.,5.1893 — 3“0 10 14D YD)
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Son Chaim Dvir: Companion in “Eged”, Wife Hanna, Nurse with
3 daughters, Naharia.

Son — Joseph Dvir, Manufacturer, wife Carmela and 3 children,
Beer-Sheva.

Jehoshua Dworetzky, Clerk, and wife Haya, Yad Elijahu.

Sara Dvoretzka: Secretary in ‘“Wizo”, T.-A.

Judith Dvoretzka and Jehuda Frenkel, Clerk, two daughters,
Givataim,

Hezchroni, Wife & family, Kibutz Gal-On.

Leon Dvoretzki, Engineer. Wife Regina Lawyer. Daughter Ruth,
Dentist Husband, Physician.

Sarah Dvoretzka: Clerk, T.-A.

Rysia and husband Frenkel, Buiseness and family, Tel-Aviv.

Sonia and husband Arie Brauner, B. A. Librarian in University.
Daughter Hanna, Ramat-Aviv.

Rysia Dvoretzka-Levit with family Ettinger, Givataim.

Zypora Butkowska & husband Lova Mendelewitz, Business with
farnily.

Chaim Lejb Dvoretzki & Tauba, Clerk, Kiriat Chaim.

Daughter: Luba & Zadock Ram, Engineer and two children, Elat.

Zyla & Shaul Japan, Engineer. Two children, Givataim.
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Lea Finkelstein and husband Zwi. Business, Nachlath-Itzhak.
Daughter: Zahara with husband and children.

Daughter Nira, Sociologist.

Judith & Arie Abrahami, Business, Givataim.

Emanuel Menkes: Cantor in U.S.A. Wife Druggist and 3 daught-
ers.

FAMILY OF BIALOSTOTZKI (DERECHEN)

Mania Potchepowska, Clerk, Daughter Shlomith, Nurse, Givataim.

Liza & Afraim Katz, Busines, Givataim.

Daughter Hadassa, Teacher, Husband Ron Gerson, Mag, Univer-
sity Geograph-Archeolog, Two children, Jerusalem.

Daughter Ofra, Clerk. Husband Eliezer Mendelsohn, Engineer &
son, Haifa.

Katia & Joseph Chlebnik, Clerk and 3 children, Tel-Mond.

Sarah Perelman and husband Jacob Slonim, Jerusalem,

Two sons:

1. Son — Professor University with wife and family.

2. Son — Dr. med., Tel Ashomer.

Josefa Shapiro Goldinberg, Husband Roman Steinman, Engineer,
Herzlia.

Daughters: Bath-Ami - — B.A. Sociolog-Statistic.

Husband: Simcha Sadan, Dr. Business Menager and daughter
Maia, School girl.

Eliahu Muntzik — Founder of ‘“Hassneh” Insurance Company.
with family.

REMNANTS OF MY REGINA’S FATHER'S FAMILY :
M. DWORETZKY LIVING IN ISRAEL
(Belonging to Chaim Orliner Dworecki)

Zwi, Clerk, and Raia Dworetzky, Kiriat Chaim, Children: Rachel
Pintel, Husband Joseph (dead 1968). Children —— Son Avi & Alon,
Kiriat Chaim.
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Pesia Blumental, Shprinza Weitenshtern, Rachel Lea Prague, Jeru-
‘ salem.

‘ Rabbi Benjamin Zeev Prague, Abraam Ahron: Director of Tal-
‘ mud Tora, Jerusalem.

|

Rabbi Moshe Meir Prague, Rabbi Itzhak Isaac Prague, Author.

GRANCHILDREN OF ELHANAN GLIKSON

Miriam, her husband Rabbi Melamed, Bnei Brak.

Yaacob Glikson, Atara and Helena, T.-A.

Glikson Vindzberg Rachel, Givataim.

Miriam and Naomi — daughters of Moshe Joseph, Jerusalem.

Binjamin Gal — son of Moshe Joseph, Beit-Hashita.

Jakob Golumbiowsky, son of Kalman Glikson, Jerusalem.

Clara Borak, Bronia, Zylber, Ramat Gan.

Moshe Glikson, Jacob Temanki, T.-A.

Children of Elhanan Glikson:

Mordechai, Osher, Chaim, Hilel, Moshe Joseph, Bezalel and
Shprinca, Malka Maizler Peles, Teacher.

Benjamin Mazar, Professor Archeologist, Jerusalem.

Chanoch Mazar, Owner of Printing-Shop, Haifa.

Lea Levin Kantor, her husband Louis and family, Boston, U.S.A.

REMNANTS OF MY REGINA’'S MOTHER'S FAMILY
LIVING IN ISRAEL: FAMILY OF WISHNIATZKI (ZELVA)

Amalia Klutchnik: Dr. med. Husband Alexander, Engineer &
daughter Neli, Ramat-Aviv.

Ethel & Nachman Prener, Business, T.-A,

Their children:

Son — Amnon, Engineer. Wife Johanna, Biologist with 2 children,
T.-A.

Daughter — Rachel, Musician. Husband Rychard Borenstein, Dr.
med. and daughter, Rechovoth.
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FAMILY OF RABBI MEER WERZBLOWSKY

Izik & Sarah Werzblowski, Retired clerk, Bnei-Brak.

Children: daughter Pnina, Husband Shlomo Rozsenblum, Clerk.
their children Alexander, Moshe, Meira, school children, Ramat-
Chen.

Daughter Debora, Husband Jehuda Levin, Clerk and daughter
Meira, Haifa.

Rachel & Israel Vardi, Clerk. Children: Ilan and Roni, T.-A.

Eliahu Werzblowsky, Wife Nechama, Business.

Son — Joseph Meiry, Lawyer.

Raia & Arie Sode, Ramat-Gan.

Dwora & David Rawe (daughter of Eliahu, Bnei Brak.

FAMILY OF AARON PUNDIK

Fania Gorfinkel, Grand-daughter of Aaron Pundik, T.-A.

Her daughter — Anna. Husband Joseph Miziritzky, Lawyer,
T.-A.

Julek Ramal, Student. Son of Anna and her first husband Rabi-
nowitz, T.-A.

Kadi Epstein, English-teacher, Son of Grisha & wife and 3
chiidren, Ramat-Gan.

GRANCHILDREN OF RABBI ITZHAK ISSAC
AND JOSEPH HOVER

Rivka Katz, her husband Rabbi Treistman (died) and daughter,
T.-A.

Eliezer Katz, brother of Rivka.

Rabbi Itzhak Zwi Rokovsky, Jaffa-T.-A.

Rabbi Chaim Abizedek, Jerusalem.

Rabbi Jehoshua Ben Zion Segal, Raanana. Son Zeev Segal,
Secretary of the Council, Raanana. Daughters Sarah Walinstein,
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dent assistant at the University (Mathematics), Daughter — Esther,
son Dov.

Son Joseph Haran (Herenson) Engineer, His wife — Sinaia.
Teacher. Children: Son Marom, daughter Nava and Zohar-Chaim.

FAMILY OF JOSEPH AND NECHAMA RABINOWITZ

Daughter Kejla, her son George Robbins and family. Kejla and
George died in U.S. A. Daughter of Kejla lives in USA.

Son Aaron Robbins (died) wife Rose. Daughters: Betty and
Harold Grossmann with family, USA.

Ethel, husband, London. Professor Sociology. 2 sons.

Eliahu Rabinowitz died in Israel.

Daughter Esther Herenson died in Israel.

FAMILY OF SHPRINZA PITKOWSKY

Luba and Arie Minkowitz, Store-Manager. Hod Hasharon, Their
children: Son — Dan and his wife Ofra, Teachers, Both University
Graduates.

Son Shmuel and wife Pnina, Both University Graduates, Teacher.

'Daughter Rina, Teacher. Husband Shlomo Reshef, Technical.

Moshe Pitkowsky, Retired clerk. Wife Cheema, Hod Hasharon.
Their daughter: Varda, Teacher of music, Husband, Israel Kirsh-
ner, Student in Technion, Haifa.

Rivka Yacobi, Clerk, Haifa. Her son:

Samuel Galai Dr. of History (Lecturer at the University), Ramat
Aviv. )

Wife Haya Galai, University Graduate, Translator. Daughter of
Rosetti (Secretary of the Knesett). Children : Tamar and Michael.

David & Sarah Pitkowsky, Haifa, Their sons: '

Gideon and Amnon, University Graduates, Haifa.

Pnina and her son Dubik Pitkowsky.
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FAMILY OF JACOB RABINOWITZ (DERECHEN)

David Rabinowitz, Business (died in 1969). Wife Fany and 2
children, T.-A.

Daughter Shoshana Fisher, Teacher, 2 children, T.-A.

Son Ilan, Economist.

Jacob Rabinowitz, Clerk, Wife Sarah ‘Clerk, Ramat-Gan. -

Eliahu Luboshytz (Granson of Zelik Lantzewitzki), Chief Clerk,
Wife Bella (Daughter of Dr. Efrat), Two children: Henia &
Jacob, Bnei-Brak.

Jacob Lantzevitzki, Clerk. Wife .and 3 children, Haifa.

FAMILY OF LEIB RABINOWITZ

Chaim Rabinowitz, Retired Clerk, Bizaron.

Wife — Regina-Dvoretzka — Englisher, Teacher, Beautician,
Bizaron. )

Baruch Lev (belonged to the family of Breina, mother of Chaim),
Agronomist and teacher. His Children : :

Daughter, Dana, Teacher, Husband: Oram Bazalel, Teacher.

Daughter: Esther, Nurse and daughter Tamar, Biologist, Holon.

Symcha Ben Shaul grandson of Symcha Rabinowitz with wife

teacher and 3 children.

FAMILY OF JOSEPH RABINOWITZ

Eliahu Rabinowitz (died in 1962), Wife Bath-Sheva Kalmanowitz,
Second husband Jacob Podysuk, T.-A.

Eliahu Herenson, first wife Esther, daughter of Joseph Rabino-
witz (died in 1950). Second wife Felicia Rubinson, Teacher, T.-A.

Children of Eliahu and Esther: Daughter Lea. Husband, Amnon
Yakimowsky, Professor Mathematics, - Their children: Joram, stu-
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REMNANTS OF THE FAMILY RABINOWITZ
LIVING IN ISRAEL
FAMILY OF DAVID RABINOWITZ (BUTEN)

Hanan Rabincwitz, Manafacturer, Wife Masha, Children Mirjam
and Zeev, Students, Ramat-Gan.

Lena Rabinowitz Clerk, The first wife of Efraim (son of Wolf),
Ramat-Gan.

Her second husband Moshe Goldberg-Clerk, T.A.

Daughter Tzipora, Husband Samuel Noach, Manufacturer, Sons:
Efraim, Dror.

Son: Moshe, Clerk in EI-Al, wife nurse, son Epraim.
David (son of Aizik Rabinowitz), Business, Wife Mina.

Son: Joseph Rom, Profesor at the Technion Haifa, Wife Yael
and 3 children.

Daughter Ronit, Husband Zwi Aizenbach, Both are Lecturers at
Jerusalem University and 2 children.

Elka (Daughter of Haya Miriam Katzenelenbogen), Husband
Itzhak Gachkowsky, Clerk, T. A.

Their daughter — Judith, Teacher, Husband Arie Gershtein,
Clerk, Son Jehuda, Givataim.

Daughter Zamira Gachkovski, Drafting technology.

David Katzenelenbogen, Business, Wife Nely & Sons: Zwi, En-
gineer, Saul — Student (sons of the first wife of David), T.A.

Haya Kohen, wife of Iser (died), T. A.

Abraam Glas, Clerk, wife Shulamith. Children : Sarah and Zwi,
T.-A.

Moshe Glinstein, Clerk, Wife Chana, Children Nachum and Dina.
The abowe 3 families belonged to the family Sheinbaum, England.
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MAY THEIR NAMES BE FOREVER COMMEMORATED

May their lost lives be remembered eternally, and may their
innermost thoughts, their anguished spirit, their world destroyed

from under them be ever recalled.

Let us remember our dear relatives of my wife Regina’s family,
who perished at the hands of the Nazis, 17 men and women,

offshoots of our many branched family tree.

It should be noted that my wife Regina’s mother, of blessed
memory, was sister of my first wife’s mother, Nechama Rabinowitz

(the wife of my cousin Joseph Rabinowitz).

And these are their names :

MAY THEY BE ALIVE IN OUR HEARTS FOR ALL ETERNITY !

Dworetzky Moshé Itzchak, Warsaw — Brother in law of Joseph;
Dworetzky Rachel Leja, Warsaw — Wife of Moshé Itzchak; Jook
Anna, Warsaw — Daughter of Rachel and Moshé; Jook Emanuel,
Warsaw, University Graduate — Husband of Anna; Jook Yourek,
Warsaw — Son of Anna and Emanuel; Dworetzky Grysha, Warsaw,
Graduate Commercial school — Son of Rachel and Moshé; Dworecky
Rachel, Warsaw, Dr. Dentistry — Wife of Grysha; Dworetzky Adam,
Warsaw — Son of Rachel and Grysha; Dworetzky Zelma, Warsaw—
Daughter of Rachel and Grysha; Dworetzky Pawel, Warsaw — Son
of Rachel and Grysha; Bernstein Esther, Warsaw, Biologist —
Daughter of Rachel and Moshéd; Bernstein Naum, Warsaw, Engineer,
Husband of Esther; Bernstein Kara, Warsaw — Daughter of Esther
and Naum; Dworetzky Ilia, Warsaw, Lawyer — Son of Rachel and
Moshé; Dworetzky Ziuta, Warsaw——Wife of Ilia; Dworetzky Michael,
Warsaw — Son of Ilia and Ziuta; Englisher Alexander, Warsaw,
Dr. Med. — Husband of Regina.
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Lewenbuch Bawel, (Kleck), Grandson of Rabbi Aizik.
Lewenbuch Eliezer and Aizik, Sons of Pawel from Kleck.
Reznik Alte, Daughter of Bawel with 2 children.
Rabbi Shmuel Joseph, Kleck, Son of Beila.

Teme, Wife of Rabbi Shmuel Joseph.

Itzhak Aizik, Aizik, Eliezer, Beila.

Galai Moshé, Husband of Riwka Pitkowsky, Baranowitz.
Rabinowitz Berl, Zetil, Son of Simcha Rabinowitz.
Rabinowitz Beila, Zetil, Wife of Berl.

Rabinowitz Shaul, Son of Berl.

Rabinowitz Lina, Zetil, Wife of Shaul.

Rabinowitz Simche, Zetil, Son of Shaul.

Rabinowitz Shlomo, Zetil, Son of Berl.

Shmushkewitz Czerne, Zetil, Daughter of Berl.
Shmushkewitz Chaim Itzhak, Zetil, Husband of Czerne.

Shmushkewitz Simcha, Zetil, Son of Czerne and Chaim
Itzhak.

Korn Jacob (50) Deretchen.
Wife Chana.
Sons : Samuel and Izaak.

Daughter Chana.



Werzbelowsky Jacob (12) Kaunas, Grandchild of Rabbi
Moshé Rabinowitz.

Werzbelowsky Renia (4) Kaunas, Grandchild of Rabbi
Moshé Rabinowitz.

Rabinowitz Shaul (43) Wilno, Grandchild of Rabbi Moshé
Rabinowitz.

Rabinowitz Israel (18) Zetl, Grandchild of Rabbi Moshé
Rabinowitz Berl (50) 8 persons (Zetl).

Eliashew Zemach (62) Slonim, Son of Dwoshe & Manz
Marodek.

Eliashew Mina (62) Slonim, Wife of Zemach.

Shapiro Sima (29) Baranowitz, Daughter of Zemach
and Mina.

Dr. Shapiro Boris (35) Baranowitz, Husband of Sima.
Shapiro Maren (7) Baranowitz, Son of Sima.
Eliashew Aron (52) Ruda, Son of Dwosza and Manze.
Eliashew Esther (52) Ruda, Wife of Aron.

Eliashew Aizik (50) Wolkowisk, Son of Dwosza.
Eliashew Niuta (50) Wolkowisk, Wife of Aizik.
Eliashew Lolo (20) Wolkowisk.

Weiner Roza (48) Grodno, Daughter of Dwosza.
Weiner Benjamin (48) Grodno, Husband of Roza.
Weiner Dwosza (15) Grodno, Daughter of Roza.
Epstein Grisha (60) Grodno, Son of Sprinza.

Epstein Berta (50) Grodno, Wife of Grisha.

Epstein Mira (15) Grodno, Daughter of Grisha.

Exterminated

1941

1941

1942
1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942

1942
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Lanzewitzky Zipa, Slonim, Daughter of Joseph.
Lancewitzky Beila, Slonim, Daughter of Joseph.

Luboshitz Jacob, Slonim, Son of Zelig & Mina Lanze-
witzky.

Luboszitz Genia, Slonim, Wife of Jacob.
Luboszitz Bebe, Slonim, Son of Jacob.
Mansky Shalom (76) Grodno.

Mansky Mirka (73) Grodno, Daughter of Jacob Rabino-
witz.

Mansky David (50) Grodno, Son of Shalom and Mirka.

Niuman Riwka (44) Grodno, Daughter of Shalom and
Mirka.

Niuman Debora (14) Grodno, Daughter of Riwka.
Mansky Aizik (38) Grodno, Son of Shalom and Mirka.
Mansky Fogel (36) Grodno, Wife of Aizik.

Mansky a daughter (8) Grodno.

Palewsky, Kobrin.

Latzky Abram, Pruzany.

Latzky Sprintza, Grandchild of Rabbi Moshé Rabinowitz.

Werzbelowsky Rabbi Meir (71) Krakau, Grandchild of
Rabbi Moshé Rabinowitz.

Werzbelowsky Moshe (46) Kaumas, Grandchild of Rabbi
Moshé Rabinowitz.

Werzbelowsky Lea (45) Kaunas, Grandchild of Rabbi 1

Moshé Rabinowitz.

Werzbelowsky Shalom (18) Kaunas, Grandchild of Rabbi
Moshé Rabinowitz.
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Exterminated

1942

1942

12.43
1942
1943

29.6.42

1943

1.7.42

1.2.42
1.7.42
1.1943
1942
1942
1942

1942

1942

1941

1941

1941

1941



Breskin Ethel (5) Biitten, Daughter of David & Sheindel
Judkowsky Chaim Itzchak (66) Biitten.

Judkowsky Zipora (58) Biitten, Wife of Chaim Itzchak.
Mogilansky Esther (65) Blitten, Mother of Zalman.

Mogilansky Esther Debora (36) Biitten, Wife of Zalman
Mogilansky.

Mogilansky Joseph (12) Biitten, Son of Zalman.
Mogilansky Ida (8) Biitten, Daughter of Zalman.

Wishniatzky Shaletka (35) Biitten, Daughter of Esther
Mogilansky.

Wishniatzky Juta (12) Biitten, Daughter of Zlatka and
Moshé Wishniatzky.

Wishniatzky Garda (10) Biitten, Son of Zlatka and Moshé.
Korelitz Ephraim (44) Biitten.

Korelitz Gitel (36) Biitten, Daughter of Chinka Bereskin. \
Korelitz Cila (13) Biitten, Daughter of Gitel & Ephraim. }
Korelitz Liowa (10) Biitten, Son of Gitel and Ephraim.

Komisar Rejzel (64) Bobroisk, Mother of Chuma.
Lewin Nathan (42) Bialistok, Husband of Riwka. ]
Lewin Riwka (36) Bialistok, Wife of Nathan Lewin.

Lewin Feiga (13) Bialistok, Daughter of Nathan and

Exterminated

25.7.42
10.1.43

25.7.42
29.8.42

29.8.42

29.8.42
29.8.42

20.1.43

20.1.43

20.1.43
25.7.42

25.7.42
25.7.42
25.7.42

7.42
1942
20.1.43

Riwka.
Lewin Lea (11) Bialistok, Daughter of Nathan & Riwka. ‘:
Burshansky Jacob (34) Knieszin, Son in Law of Pitluk. :
Burshansky Ewa (32) Knieszin, Daughter of Pitluk.
Burshansky a daughter (6) Knieszin and daughter (4)
Lanzewitzky Feiga (58) Slonim, Wife of Joseph.
Lanzewitzky Mina (90) Wife of Zelig

Lanzewitzky Joseph (60) Son of Mina. |

1943
1943
1943
1942

1942
1942

1942
1942
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[Extenoinated
Rabinowitz Ephraim (37) Bialistok, Son of Zeew and ;

Mera. 1939
Rabinowitz Jacha (59) Slonim, Wife of Chaim Rabinowitz. 1942
Rabinowitz, Dr. Moshé (30) Slonim, Son of Chaim and

Jacha. 1942
Rabinowitz Esther (33) Slonim, Daughter of Chaim and

Jacha. 12.42
Rabinowitz Eliahu (27) Slonim, Son of Chaim and Jacha. 1942
Rabinowitz Dasha (38) Slonim, Wife of Eliahu, Son of

Joseph Rabinowitz. 1942
Rabinowitz Wolf (67) Deretchen, Son of Jacob Rabinowitz. 1942
Rabinowitz Joseph (41) Slonim, Son of Wolf. 1942
Rabinowitz Miryam (38) Slonim, Wife of Joseph. g 1942
Rabinowitz Shlomo (11) Slonim, Son of Joseph & Miryam. 1942
Rabinowitz Moshé (30) Deretchen, Son of Wolf. 25.7.42
Stein Riwka (42) Slonim, Daughter of Joseph Rabinowitz. ‘ 1942
Stein Liowa (18) Slonim, Son of Riwka. 1942
Stein Keila (20) Slonim, Daughter of Riwka. 1942
Stein Esther (12) Slonim, Daughter of Riwka. 1943
Gelman (42) Deretchen, Son in Law of Wele Rabinowitz. 1942
Gelman Esther (42) Deretchen, Daughter of Wele Rabi-

nowitz. ‘ 8.42
Gelman Chana (4) Deretchen, Daughter of Esther Gelman. ‘ 8.42
Breskin Chinka (62) 8.42
Breskin David (45) Biitten, Son of Chinka. 1943
Breskin Sheindel (36) Biitten, Wife of David Breskin. 1942
Breskin Liowa (10) Biitten, Son of David and Sheindel. | 25.7.42
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Pitluk Fajwel (34) Knieszin, Son of Alter and Chinka.
Pitluk Debora (34) Knieszin, Wife of Fajwel.

Walotzky Pesach (40) Knieszin, Son in Law of Alter
Pitluk.

Walotzky Rishka (40) Knieszin, Wife of Pesach.

Walotzky Moshé (18) Knieszin, Son of Pesach and Rishka.
Walotzky Shlomo (16) Knieszin, Son of Pesach and Rishka.
Walotzky Shmuel (12) Knieszin, Son of Pesach and Rishka.

Wishniewsky Izhak (60) Knieszin, Brother in law of
Wishniewsky Chaya (57) Knieszin, Wife of Izhak.

Wishniewsky Chana (18) Knieszin, Daughter of Chaya
and Izhak.

Rabinowitz Rachel (68) Biitten, Wife of I. A. Rabinowitz.
Rabinowitz Riwka (25) Biitten, Daughter of Rachel.
Rabinowitz Jacob (38) Biitten, Son of I. A. and Ida.
Rabinowitz Zipka (36) Blitten, Wife of Jacob.

Rabinowitz Joseph (6) Bitten, Son of Jacob.
Rabinowitz Sender (36) Biitten, Son o€ J. A. and Rachel.
Rabinowitz Karola (36) Biitten, Wife of Sender.
Rabinowitz Maja (7) Blitten, Daughter of Zeew.
Rabinowitz Mera (63) Baranowitz, Wife of Zeew.
Steinberg Welwel (34) Baranowitz, Son in law of Zeew
Steinberg Rachel (32) Baranowitz, Wife of Zeew Steinberg.
Steinberg a son (4) of Rachel and Zeew from Baranowitz.

Dr. Rabinowitz Chana Riwka (55) Bialistok, Daughter
of Joseph and Leah Rabinowitz.

Exterminated

2.11.42

2.11.42

2.11.42

2.11.42
2.11.42
2.11.42

2.11.42

2.11.42

2.11.42
12.42

20.1.43
30.9.42
20.1.43
20.1.43
20.3.43
20.1.43
20.3.43
13.3.43
13.3.43
13.3.43
13.3.43

12.42
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Pitkowsky Moshé (34) Wolkowisk, Son of Dow and I
Pitkowsky:.

Pitkowsky Sonia (30) Wolkowisk, Wife of Moshé Pit-
kowsky.

Pitkowsky (3) a daughter of Moshé and Sonia, Wolkowisk.
Pitkowsky Jacob (58) Rozany, Brother of I. A. Pitkowsky.
Pitkowsky Chaya (58) Rozany, Wife of Jacob Pitkowsky.

Pitkowsky Riwka (18) Rozany, Daughter of Jacob and
Chaya.

Pitkowsky Akiwa (30) Rozany, Son of Jacob and Chaya.

Pitkowsky Reuwen (48) Rozany, Brother of J. A, Pit-
kowsky.

Pitkowsky Mere (48) Rozany, Wife of Reuwen.

Pitkowsky Moshé (17) Rozany, Son of Reuwen and Mere.

Pitkowsky Sprinca (12) Rozany, Daughter of Reuwen |

and Mere.

Pitkowsky Chana (20) Horodyszce, Daughter of Reuwen

and Mere.

Feldman Chinka (29) Rozany, Daughter of Jacob and
Chaya Pitkowsky.

Feldman Lusia (4) Rozany, daughter of Chinka.
Pitluk Alter (65) Knieszin, Brother in Law of Pitkowsky.
Pitluk Chinka (65) Knieszin, Wife of Alter.

Pitluk Malka (30) Knieszin, Daughter of Alter and
Chinka Pitkowsky.

Pitluk Pesza (6) Knieszin, Daughter of Malka Pitluk.

Pitluk Sima (35) Knieszin, Wife of Akiwa Pitluk.

Pitluk a child Daughter of Akiwa Pitluk from Knieszin.
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| Exterminated

Pitkowsky Izak Aryeh (63) Biitten, Father of family,
son of Rabbi Shmuel from Rozonoi, grandson of Rabbi

Moshé Rabinowitz of Deretchen. | 29.8.42
Pitkowsky Reisza (64) Bitten. 29.8.42
Pitkowsky Debora (42) Biitten. 29.8.42
Pitkowsky Shmuel (21%) Biitten. 29.8.42
Kantarowitz Beila (42) Biitten, Daughter of I A. and |

R. Pitkowsky. 20.1.43
Kantarowitz Lipa (48) Biitten, Husband of Beila. 20.1.43

Kantarowitz Sonia (22) Biitten, Daughter of Beila and
Lipa. 20.1.43

Kantarowitz Joseph (15) Biitten, Son of Beila and Lipa. “ 20.1.43
Pitkowsky Esther (40) Biitten, Wife of Moshé Pitkowsky. 20.3.43

Pitkowsky Ida (141%4) Biitten, Daughter of Esther and
Moshé. 20.1.43

Pitkowsky Shmuel (91%4) Biitten, Son of Esther and Moshé, 13.3.43
Pitkowsky Lili (7 months) Biitten, Daughter of Esther

and Moshé. 25.7.42
Pitluk Rivka (40) Knieszin, Daughter of I, A. and R.
Pitkowsky. 12.42
Pitluk Shalom (40) Knieszin, Husband of Riwka. 12.42
Pitluk Sprinca (14) Knieszin, Daughter of Riwka and

Shalom. 12.42
Pitkowsky Lima (36) Biitten, Son of I. A, and R. Pit-

kowsky. 2.11.42
Pitkowsky Fania (33) Biitten, Wife of Lima. 18.9.42

Pitkowsky Genia (10) Biitten, Daughter of Lima and
Fania. 18.9.42

Pitkowsky Dow (60) Rozany, Brother of I. A. Pitkowsky. 2.11.42

Pitkowsky Itka (55) Rozany, Wife of Dow Pitkowsky. 12.42
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THE VICTIMS
OF OUR FAMILY
EXTERMINATED
BY THE NAZIS




halfburnt fragments of paper. I collect them and push them into
cracks in the walls and fences.

The breeze blows, and again the street is filled with these
torn pages. My thoughts and memories turn back to the past:
and my heart turns over. The papers fly here and there, sometimes
swept high up in the air as if reluctant to leave this place: ‘“We
will never leave this place, where we brought culture and light
to generations. You may burn us, turn us into cigarette papers,
but the letters will always remain, flowering in the air and one
day they will recreate words, the law of retribution, the punish-
ment of those who murdered the innocent, No! We will not leave

this place until we have achieved vengeance!”

I enter the home of Rabbi Yaffe. On the stove lies a sheet of
parchment from a Torah, used as a cloth, with the writing up-
Permost, (the portion of the week, ‘“Jethro”). The ten com-
mandments... Thou shalt not kill.. The local villagers, who now
live in the house, turn away from us. They know their guilt.
Elsewhere I find a torn basket, patched with a page from a Torah
(Portion of the Week: “And I Besought the Lord”), boots lined
with holy parchments. Wherever I turn, I find torn books, frag-
ments of the Torah. Have they remained behind to guard the 1,200
martyrs of Bitten. '

Maintain your vigil for ever! Never leave this place!

An autumn wind is blowing. Once again the torn pages are

scatterd all over the street and the gardens.
I do not have the strength to pick them up, to gather them
together and to hide them away, I am faint and weak.

Stay here, scattered letters, and create what you can, but first
of revenge, revenge !

MOSHE PITKOVSKY
Hadar Ramataym
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We covered over the pit, camouflaging it against discovery.
Should we say Kaddish (the prayer over the dead)? Father asked
himself, but decided not to. His lips moved in a convulsive
whisper. Heavyhearted we went indoors and washed our hands.
My mother wept and wrung her bands., The cultural heritage
which had given us strength from generation to generation was
now cut off, buried.

Sabbath dawn.

German and Lithuanian gendarmes, together with local White
Rusian police, surround the four houses in the ghetto, search all
the possible hiding places and drag out the poor souls who have
managed to survive the first slaughter, 84 Bitten Jews, including
my parents. They are forced to sit in a ditch by the roadside
near the home of Yitzhak Mendelevitz. Those who try tc stand up
are cruelly beaten. My father clasps his little two-year-old grand-
son, Shmuel in his arms and prays out loud. My mother soothes
my sister-in-law, Dvora, who is weeping convulsively and tearing
her hair as she cries: “Why didn’t I escape to the forest together
with Avremel?”’ A gendarme stuns her with a blow from a wooden

truncheon.

It is ten o’clock. They are ordered to get up, and to arrange
themselves in rows. Then they are led surrounded by German,
Lithuanian and Russian guards, to a pit between the villages of
Zapolia and Ridnia, which is only half-full from the last slaughter.

JULY 1944.

After the liberation, solitary and shattered, after spending two
years as a partisan in the forests, I return to Bitten. There I
work as a clerk in the local council, located in the home of Israel
Rozansky, opposite Hanna Ditkovsky’s house.

Torn pages of Holy Books are scattered all over the street,

85



And these are the names of our sacred dead, families and
relatives who were murdered by the Nazis and their helpers,
Russians, Poles, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, in the year 1942 in the
cities of: Bitan, Slonim, Rujanoy, Knishin, Bialistock, Dretshin,
Baranowicz and others.

MAY GOD AVENGE THEIR BLOOD!

In memory of my parents and family, murdered by the Nazis
and their accomplices in Bitten in 1942.

REMNANTS OF HOLY BOOKS IN THE RUINS OF BITTEN,
OCTOBER, 1941.

The following order was conveyed by the German commandant
to the Judenrat: “All Holy Books and other books of any kind
in the possession of the Jews of Bitten are to be collected and
taken to the home of Hanna Ditkovsky.”

The news spread rapidly. Jews began to fill sacks with books
and to make parcels, Some were conveyed in handcarts and others
in horse-drawn carts, overflowing wth books of all kinds which
had been gathered and treasured over the years. In a short time
two rooms in the home of Hanna Ditkovsky were filled with
books.

My father was shocked to the core by the news, He stood
stunned, not knowing what to do. To be parted from the books
to which he was so attached? “No!” he said, “I won’t do it.
I will bury the books instead of giving them up.” So my father,
my brother, Lima, and I rapidly dug a hole in the garden, a wide
and deep grave, and began to take out the books. First came the
Mishna, and the heavier volumes to support the bottom and sides
of the grave, then the other books, Yoreh Da’at, Hoshen Mishpat,
Shulhan Arukh, bibles, prayerbooks and others. The pit was too

small to contain them all...
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Last Will and Testament

Assembled together in the evenings after a hard day of forced
labour at the hands of the Nazis, beaten to a bloody pulp, starved
and downhearted: we would swear by the anonymous victims the
following oath:

“If any among us remain alive (which is impossible, but who
knows ?) he is entrusted with transmitting, recounting and writing
about the cruel Nazis, the bandits, the torturers, the persecutors,
they who starve us, the cold-blooded assassins versed in every
known and unknown way of murder, they who bury people

alive.

It is his sacred duty to tell and to proclaim the robbery and
the plundering, the hunger. the humiliation and the persecution.
To cry out about the infamous Yellow Star, this‘Jewish badge of
shame, to cry out about the forced labour, about our concentra-
tion in ghettoes under inhuman conditions, about the total exter-
mination of a whole people inocent of any injustice, whose sole
guilt is to be Jewish. About the inciting of our Christian neigh-
bours to help in our destruction and to be rewarded by being

permitted to loot our possessions.”

We have no means of revenging ourselves. We shall maintain
and carry out the testament dictated to us, keeping alive in the
hearts of succeeding generations up to the last one, the spark of
life which was extinguished and annihilated.

OUR BLOOD WILL NEVER REST
AND WILL FOR EVER
CRY OUT FOR VENGEANCE
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We still remember the ‘“Shema” that you sang in a broken and
longing voice. Your land which was impure, how holy could it be-

come on the Sabbath and Holy Days.
Sabbath candles — with holy flames.

Holinessand nobility were created by the sound of the Shofar

during the month of Elul.
The heart which trembled on the Days of Awe.

They did not let your souls enjoy the glory of God’s world, the
day was for livelihood, and the night for Torah and prayer.
For how can the soul endure for generation after generation the
impurity of the secular. If the unity with God was not made stron-
ger, the clinging to God, the yearning towards the higher spheres.
Hochmah (Wisdom) and Binah (Intelligence) Hesed (Love) and
Daat (Understanding), Hod (Majesty) and Tiferet (Beauty).

How the slaughterer fell upon you — the holy and the pure.

With wounded and bleeding soul we stand over your graves, and
there is no comfort, for the pain is very great and the heart is
very sad.

Chaim Rabinovitz
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IN MEMORY OF THE DESTRUCTION

“Oh that my head were water, and my eyes a source of tears,
that I might cry day and night for those of my people who were
slain”,

The author of the list of those victims, of our family, may
God avenge their deaths, Moshe Pitkovsky was himself saved from
the valley of slaughter.

For many days and nights he made his long journey, on a path
leading to our homeland, to the cradle of the nation in the past,
and the latest hope for the future.

Pitkovsky left the chaos, and was fortunate to come here, to
the land which offered a new life. He arrived at his destination,
as it is written “And the sons have returned to their homeland”.

He drank from the poisoned cup of the Diaspora, and while h2
was en route, our loving hearts beat in the homeland for him, and

prayed for his safe arrival.

Our souls were humbled by the tragedy and ruin that suddenly
befell our dear ones. The insolent and impure slaughtering hand
did not spare them.

We remember still happy family occasions, with learned men and
simple men, the white winter and perfumed spring, the fragrant
summer, and sad autumn, and those who bore the suffering of

generations and sighed silently under their burdens.

The fathers who used to sit up late during evenings studying
the tractate Hulin and the holy Zohar.
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I am calling you, stretching my hand out to each of you,

But in the dark night there is nothing but the dumb walls.
In despair I clutch my pillow, damp with tears and sweat.
My dear ones are encased in thick shields, and will not listen.

Only images and visions, only these are left to me,
Pictures, wet with tears, which cannot soothe my pain.

Somewhere the dear ashes and bones are scattered, I know mnot
where,

I know only this: that none of my loved ones escaped.

Regina



Dedicated to the memory of my dear ones

Images

Just pictures — that is all that is left of them...

They are drenched in tears, but cannot extinguish my pain.

I know mot where they are, only that somewhere their ashes are
scattered,

I know one thing only : that of all those dear to me, none escaped.

I press their pictures to my heart, each one separately,
I beg their forgiveness for the unasked miracle, or curse,
That only I, the eighteenth of our family,

Have remained, desolate and abandoned as a stone.

Our family tree was always tended so devotedly,

Till the cruel wind tore away its roots,

The roots of a family whose members always shared
Their last piece of bread and their only shirt.

Their holy souls float around me, appearing, then vanishing,
I cannot catch them, how can I pursue them ?

In my sleepless mights I see them, Is it only a dream

Or is there hope of reaching them one day ?

Come a little closer, dont’ run away, I beg you,

I have been longing for you for so long.

Stay a little longer, please don‘t vanish so fast,
Dont’ leave me alone with my ever-open wounds.
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Then the wind began to outsound my moans,
The angry skies to thunder and to fire,
Angd the little clouds, dancing and bowing to earth,

Into my deep grief streams of rain began to pour.

Suddenly, a rainbow transformed the sky, its diamonds and
sapphires

Sparkled gladly among the multitude of sun rays,

The little birds sang clear to me a secret,

And in my heart reawakened new and fresh sources:

Perhaps, there, in the land of Palms, your desolation will find
Redemption, devotion and warmth

Perhaps, among the victims of the Nazis your grief will calm
And at the shores of the Kinnereth, new dreams again will dream ?

Farewell, Polish country: I cannot say ‘“au revoir”

Where fire and blood destroyed my home, home in which my best
years were lived.

I'll never tread your blood soaked earth

But deep in me I will always keep my past.

Take my leave, graveyard, here I came forgiveness to pray,

With grief and sadness that I among living stay.

I came here my nation’s bones and tombs to embrace

And with great pain my grief to burn away, my tortures to soothe.

Regina
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In Blood and Fire my Home is Gone

To the graveyard of Warsaw I came, forgiveness to beg.

For my pain and my suffering, and my survival as well,

To embrace and to fondle my nation’s bones:

Perhaps I'll find calm for my pains and for my burning tortures,

some ease.

Vast wastes accompany my way and mountains of decay,
A stray dog, once also at home,
Gazed upon me with great devotion and fear

Licked my steps, howled and gnashed his teeth.

I begged of him: If you are a friend,

Then tear my body to pieces

And let my boiling blood from open wounds

Soak the soil, which ever thirsts for Jewish blood.

Stamp me, dog, as if I were a creeping worm
I, who do not want to be left alone... Rather
Here, among my forefathers, upon their graves,

May death redeem me from my agony which drains me ever.

Long, long, did I stand among the graves

Alone and deserted, my heart torn with pain, sorrow and tears.
Oh God ! release my grievous life and leave me not alone,

In silence my trembling lips whisper: God, why ?

How can I survive when the past is lost

And the future non-existent,

When my heart and soul are full of the holy names
Of my dear shadows, those best beloved ones ?



How indifferently you accepted sadism ;
How mindlessly watched the cataclysm ;
Where was your conscience,

Where your protest

When little children in fear and trembling

Weak and wizened,

Begged for a crust of bread ! A crust of bread !

O mothers and fathers
Children not unlike yours,
With candid little faces,
Golden haired and brown,
Shorn hair or plaited,
Playing and quarrelling

Like your children next door.
Did it bother you, harm you
That theirs were Jewish names ?
Is it a sin

To be born of Jewish kin ?

Ah too late, too late ;

The devil’s play is ended.

Six million are lost

and millions left grieving

O world, remember, remember ;
Never forget !

Never forgive !

(Written during the Eichmann Trial, 1962)
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O world

You will hear a distant drum,
Then our destined hour will come
And we’ll be there !

We come from Poland and Czechoslovakia

From Hungary and Lithuania,

From cities, town and hamlets.

From ghettos, bunkers, ditches and barbed wire fences ;
We come from wheresoever you had routed us, world ;

In Auschwitz, Baby Yar, Treblinka, Maidenak

We were exposed to a thousand tortures.

We are victims of bitter winds, storms, floods and lightning.
We are the chosen ones — the six million dead —

Here to write another chapter in our story ;

We come from a very, very distant land,

From nights of anguish and days of dread.

O cynical world, remove those gloves that guard your hands
Lest they be soiled with our blood ;

Open wide your eyes, muster your courage ;

We are the ashes of burnt out ovens ;

We are the smoke of crematorium chimneys ;

Every highway and byway is strewn with our bones ;
Ziklon B Gas asphyxiated us ;

Our bodies labelled soap, a Nazi product for sale;

We are your abattoirs of human sKin ;

We are the six million dead ;

O World
Fool hardy and seduced
Not unwittingly are you guilty ;

~
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THE POETRY OF MRS REGINA RABINOWITZ

Mrs. Regina Englisher-Rabinowitz has honored us with her po-
em “World”. She is a woman of emotions which move the spirit
and mind, and her poems are laden with meaning, The interest
which the poem arouses comes from the combination of a talent
for writing and the act of presenting pictures which are drawn
mainly from the wells of personal experience, The undeniable rea-

lism gives much content to her composition.

Mrs. Rabinowitz takes her material from the familiar figures
in her environment and generation, and has depicted them exactly

and completely,

Furthermore the imagery in her poetry is taken from life. Bits
of folklore that remained in her memory or small details that
she hunted up even from the minor events of the past. It is
exactly because they are so near to us, familiar and real, that

they are a revelation of human nature.

The poetess has a sensitive soul and keen eye, She skims over
the tragic past, and she knows how to draw out the difficult hours
and crucial days and to preserve them in her memory. Finally
she has made her private collection public, and achieved in her
poetry a strong expression of every detail of her personal expe-

rience,
J. Weiner
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My nearest and loveliest cousin Esther, a daughter of my mother’s
sister NECHAMAH and JOSEPH RABINOVITZ, with her husband
ELIAHU HERENSOHN and their both children. Unfortunately dear

Esther died in 1950. Also two cousins of my father ZVI DVO-
RETZKI and his wife and children, and his brother YOSHUA and
his wife. I remind them for their sincerety and friendliness, at

the time of my absorption in this land.

I also found in Israel a limited number of far relatives of my
father’s and my mother’s side.

I wish also to mention the only remained cousin of my late
husband, Anna Krutianska, Frieda, a daughter of a musician, who
is living with her husband and family in KIRYATH CHAIM. I
know that in the USA there are more friends of my father’s side.
Unfortunately, I do not know them, and they do not know me.

I have remained alone, a selected one and abashed by God. I,
the orphaned, have been worthy to outlive the perishing of the
European Jewry, and to live to see our own State in our Holy
Land, the destruction and the VICTORY of the 6 days’ War.
The largest tragedy and the highest good fortune connected within
the force of life, which are striking together intensively, today
like yesterday and like tomorrow.

I set the question before myself, how is it possible that after
so much experiences and occurences, the lust for life is still
strong, and my reply to myself is : This is because :

The strength of our country. The heroism and morality of the
Israel Defence Army, the spirit of the nation, the power and
initiative to create and to construct, the high level of culture and

technology.

These are the factors that drive away the clouds over our
heads, encourage the belief in a more beatiful and a better world,
in the expected peace, not only for the Land of Israel, but for
the entire world.

REGINA
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the traditional Friday evenings, and also the festivals when we
were sitting all together with our parents, who used to feel happy
and proud of their own family, My mother used always to
remind with groans that she could be richer by two children,
who died prior to my birth.

It is intersting that although my parents had been popular,
they always used to remind their descent, and we children used
to laugh whilst listening to their disagreements, whose noble
descent is larger. At last we children decided that as to nobility
they are both equal; but as to the number of generations my
father’s side is more fruitful. From all these disagreements and
jokes several fragments of my parents’ biographies and gene-
alogies had been revealed to me, of which one has much to write.

At this time I shall only mention the following:

My mother’s parents belonged to a family of scholars. Whilst
still a child, I could not understand the reason of my grandfather’s
going to the Holy Land at his old age, where he died and was
burried on the Mount of Olives, And I had much pity at my
grandmother of which we were told that she had been the bread-
winner of the family.

My father used to be proud of his high descent, and used to
tell us about the men of letters and the scholars of his family.

It is worthwhile to relate in brief a story that had raised among
its listeners joyfulness and wonderment. The grandfather of my
father’s parents, whose name was Chaym Orliner (on the name of
the village of his nativity) had 24 children, 18 sons and 6 daught-
ers...

Where are now the last generations of Rabbi Chaim Orliner’s 24
children? Where are my parents’ branched family trees, My Dear
family, My Dear unforgetful first husband Alexander? My family

relatives? My friends?

During many years I have searched for the traces of any body
and from the total I found here in Israel only scattered branches.
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My older brother and sisters, who had enjoyed their society,
used to treat me as though I were useless or stood in their way,
and used to dismiss me to the other room. Consequently, I used
to be tangled among young and old, whose talk and wit were
like a wry looking glass to a sensitive much fantasied child.

My father was by a good couple of years older than my mother.
He had been an earnest little talkative and respectable person, a
solid merchant, as well as a good husband and father, although
he did not like to show the warmth of his emotions.

My mother always radiated warmness, which we children used
to feel and appreciate. Her initiative and ambition had been to
extend to her children the education of respectable men, with
high culture and honourable professions, She was loved by us
children, and much respected.

In my own eyes my father had been a quiz, and in my childish
views I used to classify him both profanely and solemnly, On
Friday evening, after lighting of the Sabbath candles, dressed in
Sabbath clothes, with his combed out little beard, singing in a low
tone synagogue music, he had been for me more lovely and
nearer. The worries the weariness and the sadness used to disap-
pear, and in high spirits he had been friendly, liked with much
interest to take a part into a political discussion, and liked to
read loudly some articles of the Papers. My father had a nice
voice and he had been an excellent cantor leading in prayer. When
he used to come home from the synagogue much inspired, he
used to say: Why are you running to the philharmonic or to the
Opera; — Children, Oh, children that you are! Had you better
gone to listen to the Cantors Sirota or Kusovitzki, you would have

tasted and enjoyed the pleasure of a magnificient singer.

My parents had not been fanatically religious, and our home
belonged to those in which the Law and Spirit and Tradition kept

pace with modern culture and tolerance towards various ideas.

We children, and later on also grand children, used to respect,
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MEMORIAL FRAGMENTS

Sometimes it happens to me, that whilst feeling a certain
nostalgia to my former home, some memories of the days of my

childhood get in like sun-rays that drive away sorrow and embitter-
ment.

In the center of my memories hovers the image of my Dear
Mother. My late uncle, Joseph Rabinowitz, used to call her by
the pet-name ‘“the white little goose”. I suppose it had been be-
cause of her youthful appearance: a tall figure, blond hair, blue
eyes, and a beautiful longish neck (My mother had been less
than 16 at her wedding). We children liked very much this pet-
name and used to call her with pleasure “little goose”.

I remember her having a good taste, a joyful and hospitable
woman, always in the company of visitors, who never refused a

cup of tea, and jam and other delicious food.

A look in the window, a knock at the door, always used to call
reaction. Before any body used to come in, she had already given
the Order: “Children, guests are to come, put on the kettle on
the fire”, and so the poor white nice kettle used to be put on
the hearth plate, and was sweating and groaning, and sometimes
even nearly cracking. To tell the truth, I had never been too
much inspired of my mother’s guests, and sometimes I used to

look for a suitable corner.

With my brother Eli I was always quarrelling. My brother in
his childhood years was improvising a cab-man, wearing a black
high hat (later on he accomplished his studies in Law and became
a lawyer) and to torment my thin braids instead of reins, and I
used to protest and playfully got bitten and therefore gave the
alarm and called for the intervention of my mother.
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Social Insurances etc.

The Jewish Nation attained all these because, even at the period
of two thousands years, his being in the diaspora, the Jews have
not abandoned their spiritual traditions. They have not believed
in gods created by human beings. Gods than can be born can also
be slain and murdered. According to Jewish imagination the
belief in the almighty God is the highest Ideology, which can be
expresed in the words “thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”.
Had the whole humanity followed the command of those few
words, we would not have now in the 20th century such a wild,
mad crippled humanity where nations kill each other day and
night.

Had the world around us wished to allow our state and our
nation to live in peace, at least one long period, we should have
shown the world the most nice example, how it is possible to
regulate the human common life, and how it is possible to reach
to the most beautiful standard of life.

All the above said experiments of my life have generated in
me the thought to leave this book of memories of 9 generations
of our great and multi-branched family, which can be a little
example to the meaning THE ESSENCE OF A JEW.

I repeat again the holy words of the well known late poet
LEVIK: The diaspora is ugly and horrible and it is necessary
to be redeemed out of it; however, the Jew in the Diaspora has
been a jewel, a beauty; and it is a honour to descend of BEAUTY.

My Dear Friends!
Do not abandon the ESSENCE OF THE JEW!

And the beauty of our past.
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married in August 1950. I had worked for several months in
various places, but after a short while we got a SHIKUN in
Bizaron; it consists of a flat of two rooms, in which we are living
since 19 years.

In 1951 I got employed in the Department of Agriculture, and
had worked there for twelve years, after which I am on pension;
and I must admit that on the fifth period of my life, since 20
years, I have found WHATSOEVER I AIMED TO DURING THE
WHOLE OF MY LIFE.

Here I had the possibility to indicate the right Diagnose of the
sickness of our Nation during 2000 years, the name of which is

“Diaspora”, the only cure to it — is the own homeland “ISRAEL”.

Two thousands years we have been scattered in various count-
ries, among various nations, like step-children, deprived of any
rights and persecuted. Our being different, our religion, our spiri-
tual traditions have always been contrary to the artificial crippled
gods, religions and characteres of all the nations. They never
could have understood us thoroughly, they could not excuse the
fact of our not bending and not surrendering, Wishing only to
exploit our special spiritual talents, and because of their being
unable to compete with us, in the normal way, they always looked,
by various invented false accusations, to soil us and to punish us
in order to prevent our rising up. So that we never had the
possibility to extract the maximum of the talents we possessed.

All these is confirmed by our situation in the short period of
our life, by our life of freedom in our own country; Here, we
have now the possibility to show the right Jewish face. No other
country in the world has obtained, in such a short period of 21
years, such a degree of progress as :

A first class high spirited undefeated military force.
A high degree of agricultural production.
A most developed scientifical research domain.

A state of Democratic liberty.
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And a short time after my arrival to the USA, Eliahu and
Regina arrived to Israel.

Naturally, I had it much better, materially, in the United States,
where my friends had welcomed me in great honour and friend-
ship. However, I did not find in the United States the right place
which I had been looking for during many years By the way,
Regina wrote to me in her letters from Israel, that she will never
leave Israel, in which she has found her last home. So that
after less than two years of my staying in America, I said GOOD
BY to my good and large family, and went to Israel.

Fifth Period, in Israel

In March, 1950, I arrived to my last chosen corner of life in
Israel.

The first who had awaited for me, at the quay, on the arrival
of the steamer, had been, naturally, my best friend, Regina, with
her cousins, the brothers Zvi and Yoshouha Dworetzki, with an
old friend, Simon Damashevitzky of Deretchen. Regina, at first, pre-
vious to my arrival to Israel, had certain difficulties. She tried
to stay for a certain time in a camp of immigrants, and then in
a BETH HALUZOTH. Having come from Haifa to Tel-Aviv, she
found a temporary warm home with the sister of my first wife,
Esther, and her husband Eliahu Herensohn, with whom we had
always been in close contact. Unfortunately, the dear and lovely
Esther died a short time after my arrival, and her death had a
sorrowful impression on our whole family, Esther had been a rare
type of human being. She always kept friendly contacts with all
near and far friends — Blessed be her memory. Now there are
living in Israel their both children: Leah with her husband Amnon
Yakimovski, Profesor of Mathematics, with 3 children, and their
son Joseph, Engineer, with his wife Sinay, the daughter of the
well known Zionist collaborator Israel Merom (Mereminski) with
three children. Eliahu Herensohn’s second wife Felicia, born Robin-
son, belonging to the family HAVER is a teacher by profession.

It took a long time after my arrival to get settled. We got
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and landlords of the foreign nations, with whom we lived together
during hundreds of years, and who took an active part and helped
the Nazi murderers to exterminate us. There we had learned very
much how to analyse the reasons of the eternal dispute between
our nation and the non-Jewish nations. Having worked for about
two years in the archives department, of all the gathered material,
I saw with my own eyes the image of the bipedal non-Jewish
animals, who had so light-mindedly murdered innocent old-aged
persons and young children, having got their reward from the
Germans of a kilo sugar or a Kkilo salt, and eventually for the
plain giving away to them the little personal effects of the mur-
dered Jews

And so, by chance, we remained, the three of us, alive, the
weary remainder, after having passed, during 8 years, all the
Seven Departments of Hell, and had been sitting and thinking,
what shall we further do? where shall we go? and is it worth-
while to continue living in such a world. At that moment we
received the news, that made us joyful, that the world has re-
cognized Israel to be our future homeland, and immediately after
notice had ben published about the possibilities to inscribe for
the emigration to Israel, all three of us inscribed.

Immediately a ray of light flashed, and an idea and a wish has
been created to begin a new life in our own Jewish home. As
usual we had to wait a long time, and at the meantime, I per-
sonally was invited by our large family in the United States,
in which state had still lived my older brother and sister, and
they all wished me to come over immediately to them.

And in this way I got immediately an entrance-visa to the
United States, and we decided that Eliahu and his wife with
Regina, shall go afterwards, when it will be possible, to Israel,
and that I shall stay for a little while with my family, and then
I shall also come over to Israel, to begin a new life together with
Regina.
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allow trusting former bourgeoisie, even the best specialists, to
manage the factories, and we advise you to retire, as soon as

possible, and to look for other working places”. We, on the other
hand, the former Talmudical scholars, well understood the pro-
verb “A nod to the wise is sufficient”, and every one of us tried
his best to retire from his work. Then had begun the worst period
of my life and the life of my dear family, about which it is
possible to write a special book.

In the years 1941—1943, together with over 30.000 Jewish in-
habitants of Slonim, my dear wife YACHE and my dear
3 children, all having Academic education, had been exterminated.

By chance, I remained all alone alive, and had gone through
all the seven departments of hell, about which I should have
written a special book.

In the years 1945—1946 we met in Poland, 3 miserable desolated
family relatives, the cousin of my first wife, Regina, who re-
mained out of 18 persons, the brother of my first wife, Eliahu
Rabinowitch, and myself. We all three, unanimously decided, that
in accordance with our Jewish character, spirit and tradition we
must further construct our lives, seeing the danger that lies in
wait for us Jews, in our former native country Poland, the Antise-
mitic, and we all three decided to run away to Germany, where
Jews had found a temporary protected corner in the American
Zone.

Eliahu got employed, as proof-reader, in a Yiddish Paper, later
on he got married there with a friend of Regina, Bath-Sheva
Kalmanowitch. Regina remained with me, having in mind that if
we shall find a stable place of rest, we shall conclude a liaison
for the rest of our lives. I got employed in Germany in a Jewish
Historical Commission, under the management of H. Feigenbaum
and Editor Israel Kaplan, now in Israel, who was investigating
the details of the Nazi holocaust, and I had worked there until
I left Germany. There I became more acquainted with all the
details of the Barbaric means, applied by our former neighbours
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there in capacity of hired labour, in order to have wherefrom to
earn our living, Kalatov immediately replied: You have right; and
thereby he added to the matter and said that until the workers
will learn to manage the factories, it is quite proper to exploit

the capitalistic “specialists”.

And so we former “bourgeois” became overnight pure proletaric
employees of the Bolshevistic government. Immediately on the
next day we had called a meeting of all the former workers, and
in accordance with the Order of the Authorities, elected in each
factory workers’ committees, in which the former owners were
adhered. Wishing to prevent persecutions, all the former owners

worked most devotedly.

It would be interesting to relate that Myself, I had been nomin-
ated cashier in our factory, and when having applied after two
weeks, as usual, for money to pay out the workers, and asked
the authorities which salaries to pay out to them, the reply was
short and brief: The same salaries you had paid before. It means
3, 4, 5 Roubles a day; and when I started paying out to the
workers their earnings, they bowed their heads, and with great
surprised exclaimed: “Is this our hope on Communism? Previously
we could for that money obtain our provisions in abundance to
live thereon for 2 weeks, and now it will hardly be sufficient for
2 days.” Because the provisions immediately disappeared, and the
prices had gone up ten fold. I could only give them the reply:
“Brethren, today you are the owners, go and demand for more.”
Certainly they understood what will be the consequences if they
will express their dissatisfaction of the Bolshevicks, and they
had sighed and kept silence.

This paradise on earth lasted only several months. After 2
months suddenly arrived from Russia Commissars, Higher range
Communists, analphabetical, former shoemakers, tailors, or mem-
bers of any KOLCHOZ, who had no idea what a sawmill is, and

had given notice to us the former owners: ‘“Comrades, we cannot
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the extermination of a third part of our nation, the 6 millions
unforgetable martyrs, the best part of the Judaism.

The last catastrophe has shown us clearly, that our future can
be of existence only in our own free state, which could be only
Israel, with which we are connected psychologically and histo-
rically since thousands of years.

And this has been confirmed, as I shall explain in the following

lines:

Fourth Period

In 1939, when Hitler closed a brotherhood pact with the Russian
Dictator Stalin, in accordance to their agreement Slonim had fallen
in the hands of the Bolsheviks; and hereby had begun our Jewish
horrible destruction. The Communists who entered to us and
represented themselves to be our liberators and savers, had, on the
third day since their arrival, started to show their real face. As
usual, all the owners of the factories stopped working. Their
district representative, a certain Motel Kalatov, one of our brethren,
invited all the owners of the factories, and with anger applied
to us, saying: ‘“We came to liberate you, and we see that you
had stopped the work of over thousand workers. I have to let
you know that you must give me your reply within 24 hours
either you continue the work or you hand over to our government
the factories with all of your property there”,

We imediately called a meeting of all the seven owners of the
saw mills. They all applied to me, being the president of the
Section, with the question: “Chaim, you as ex-socialist, tell us
your opinion”. I immediately replied: “Dear Companions, our
task has been finished; if we shall not give up willingly, they
will anyhow take away every thing; and in addition they will
compensate us by a long years sitting in an educative institute in
the far Sibiria. Unanimously, all agreed with me, and we went to
our liberator Motel Kalatov, and officially declared our resignation
of our factories. We only requested him to allow us to work

63



will be the first to be adhered. At last there had been adhered
such as had well paid for it, and I had to despatch him to Italy,
where he got his Diploma of a physician. Many cases like that
happened, and therefore the leading Poles behaved towards me
with the greatest respect. Unfortunately, I must admit that generally
the Polish nation had shown that their behaviour towards the Jews

was much worse than of the Russians.

During 20 years of my social activities in Slonim, I had the
opportunity of being in close contact with a great part of junior
and senior government employees, in connection with various
special Jewish interests, and I had the possibility to recognize
their behaviour in genral towards us, and the results showed to

be very tragical.

In the new established Poland, after the war, there had been
more than 3 million Jews. Although in accordance with the
Constitution, Jews had been entitled to all the rights, But in fact
there had almost not been any Jewish employee in the service of
the government etc.

Jews had to keep their permanent occupations, like in the times
of the Russian Regime, The Polacks, according to their character
had exploited the Jews only at the moment when they had been
in need of them. Their main leaders, who consisted mostly of the
ex land-owners, “Pritzim” as they were called, had been mostly
a demoralised aristocratic element, had no initiative of their own.
They had been educated within a permanent antisemitic atmos-
phere. From the religious point of view they looked upon the Jew
like upon accursed by God; and from the economical point of view
they envied them for their being a very developed and creating
element, that governs almost the general economic life of the
country. They could not compete with the Jews on any domain.
They had no skill for that, and they always aimed to get rid of
them The accursed Germans exploited afterwards this psychological
aspect; They knew well that the Polish nation will help them to
exterminate the Jews, and this had been the main reason for
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2) Presidency of the Slonim Jewish Cooperative Popular Bank,
that had up to 1200 members; and afterwards member of the
council of the cooperative center of Vilno and Bialistock.

3) Counselor in the local Town-Council, in all cadences, up to
1939.

4) Vice President in the new established great merchants union,
consisting of 300 members.

5) President of the retail merchants association, having 500
members.

6) Member of the management of TAS, ORT, orphanage.

7) Counsellor, delegate of the town council to the SEJMIK of
the Region, jointly with Dr. Weiss, two Jews among 50 Christians.

8) Active member during many years in the Committee of
Taxation of the State (6 Jews and 6 Christians).

All these posts naturally had been honorary, unpaid. I have
belonged to the kind of social workers about whom the Jews use
to say “All such as occupy themselves in faithfullness with the
wants of the congregation, May the Holy One, blessed be he, give
them their recompense”. My profit had been, that whilst I was so
invoived with social matters, I had nearly neglected at all my own
interests. I had been a partner in one of the seven saw-mills,
which had existed in Slonim, in which I had 44%, of which I
gave 24% to my both brothers in law, who almost worked for me,
(Israel Stein and Eliahu Rabinowitch) whilst I had been, most of
my time, occupied by various complicated affairs of the above
mentioned social departments, having had negative influence, both
on my health and on my finances.

Although having in the best relations with the representatives of
the Polish Government, I never exploited it in favour of my personal
purposes. For instance, when my late son MOSHE, after having
accomplished the Gymnasium, and wished to continue his studies
in Medicine in Poland, he went for two years to the competition-
examination, in the University of Vilno, and well succeeded; Every
body in the town thought that the son of Chaym Rabinowitz
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Slonim with the whole territory of white Russia was already
occupied by the Poles. After a short period the Bolshewiks
invaded again and held the region during three months. Then we
recognized the right face of the Communistic Paradise. During
this short period we had experienced horrible events, confiscations
and arests etc. about which it is possible to write a whole book.

Fortunately they had been driven out by the Polish Army, and
suddenly we became Polish citizens.

The new life, under the so called Polish Democratic Republic,
assumed a total specific character. Not taking in consideration
that they, the Poles, had suffered jointly with us under the
despotic Russian Government during over 150 years, and being
fellow-sufferers, they immediately showed us Jews their specific
chauvinistic Antisemitic face.

Outwardly, it had been so called “The Polish Democratic Re-
public” with equal rights for all the citizens. In fact it had a total
other aspect.

The Jewish Slonim looked then, after the German Occupation,
very poor from the economic point of view, and depressed from
the spiritual point of view. The majority of the inhabitants had
been Jews, about 75%, 15 thousands, and there existed a vast field
for social work.

It had been necesary to start anew, economically and culturally.
Every thing had been destroyed during the German Occupation.

After having left the Bundist Socialistic Work of many years,
I felt instinctively that I have to consacrate myself to a kind of
unpartial activity. A part of the social workers of Slonim had
also been socialists, and they knew me since long before, and
they welcomed me with open arms, and invited me to cooperate
with them; and in such a way I had been elected after a short

time, to the following institutions:

1) Presidency of the new established Jewish Gymnasium, after-
wards reached up to 400 pupils.
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Here also my practice of being a social revolutionary was of
assistance to me. I succeeded through various combinations to
keep the balance between the Army and the Population, and to
prevent dangerous result, For example I shall mention the follow-
ing fact: In 1916 there came to us from Bialistock the well known
social worker Jacob Patt, with the task of gathering a larger
amount of money for cultural purposes. He had been my guest,
and I obtained for him from the German Administrative Officers a
licence and a hall in which Patt had two large open meetings, in
which the representative of the Administration was present, and
he even told me that Patt is a brilliant speaker. In such a way
we Jews had learned to find ways even in the worst times, and
to break through hard fronts. Our long martyrological past taught
us, and it prevented our decline, The spirit never left us and

protected us.

After the Germans having left our vicinity, we remained for
a short time without any government whatsoever. We did not
know to whom we shall have to belong, to the Russian Bolshewiks
or to Poland. At the meantime we established a temporary mixed
Administration, of Jews and Christian youth, in which I was at
the top. I succeeded to buy from the German retreating Army a
certain number of rifles and machine-guns. We organized the
previous self-defence organization of the BUND, to safeguard the
small town against antisemitic attacks. It happened, however, the
following case: — The Bolshevist Army had suddenly got nearer
to our region. A part of the ex-members of the BUND started
sympathising and outrunning to the Communistic agitators. For
several days, we, the minority antagonists, led a hot discussion,
and to our regret the majority was on their side. They have
decided to take away the arms from the minority, and took over
the administration and force in their hands. Much disappointed of
the wrong attitude of my companions, I decided then to part with
the BUND and to leave DERECYN.

In 1919 we moved with our three children to Slonim.
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During three days and three nights we had been lying on the
floor in the apartment of our friends Bernstein, together with
them, in deadly terror. In the Program there had participated two
kinds of military garrisons, with thousand of Russian gendarmes
and policemen of the Tzar who changed their garments and
appeared in civil clothes, and shot without interruption on the
Jewish houses.

Bialistock had then a great and mighty Jewish workers self-
defense organization, and without the active military participation,
the Pogrom could have been stopped within a couple of hours;
but it had not been possible to stand against an armed military
body. Very many Jewish victims had fallen, and the material
damage caused was immense. On the fourth day, when it became
a little quieter, we gave up our trip to Warsaw and returned home
to Derecyn in low spirits.

The Pogrom had even more increased our hot desire to promote
the early liquidation of the Tzarist Regime and to create a new
free democratic government.

In 1906 I and my cousin got married, and even after our

wedding we did not interrupt our activities.

In 1915, when the Russian Army retreated, due to the German
Attack, we, as Jews, suffered much from the Russian Cossacks, who
used to attack and to rob Jewish property. They had not spared
in beating and Killing aged persons and young children. The
German Army then occupied our territory till over Baranowitz.

Because they could not make themselves understood in the
Russian language, they had to be a little more tolerant towards
the Jews, through whom they communicated with the non-Jewish
population. Having assumed that the Jews are versed in the
German language, they compelled several Jewish ex Social Workers
to take over the task of representatives for the communities in
the occupied territories. And so I was also nominated ‘repre-
sentative” of a very vast region including tens of villages, known

to me since previous years.



It happened that after 4—5 months I obtained a discharge from
the Army, returned home and continued my cooperation in the
Socialistic Movement. Also my late first wife, YACHE, my cousin,
at the years of her girlhood, had been at that time in Warsaw,
and cooperated within the Socialistic Movement jointly with her
brother, ARON (died in the USA). YACHE had even been arrested
and spent six months in the Paviac prison of Warsaw, accused
for keeping an unlegal library, which had been discovered in her
brother’s apartment. It happened that her brother was absent,
and YACHE who wished to protect him, declared that the apart-
ment is hers. At the meantime the friends informed the absent
brother about the case, and he succeeded to escape and run away
abroad. After several months, they succeeded by secret ways to
inform YACHE in the prison that her brother is out of danger,
and then she understood to explain to the investigating officer
that the apartment is really not her’s but her brother’s, and after
much trouble and costs, she was discharged, expelled from Warsaw,
and despatched back to her home in Deretchen, where she had
been for a long period under the supervision of the Police. Cer-
tainly, at those times, it had a bad impression on her parents,
and on the whole family Rabinovitz.

But this did not hinder us, Yache and myself, in the continu-
ation of our very dangerous prohibited unlegal revolutionary

activities.

Destined to see with our own eyes the horrible
Pogrom in Bialistock

On 1906, a short time before our wedding, we both had travelled
to Warsaw, having had a certain plan to settle there. On the way
we had a desire to make an interval and to stop in Bialistock for
several days, to visit our near relatives (also active revolutionary
cooperators) a certain family Bernstein.

Several hours after our arrival to Bialistock, the horrible great
Pogrom, organized by the Russian Tzarist Government, broke out.

57



A short time after having rambled about the Houses of Study
and Prayers, and the Talmudical Academies, and having tested the
different fresh air, I jumped over the boundaries of the past, and
with the whole ardour of youth got adhered into the atmosphere

of enlightenement.

Vilno had been then full of Jewish youth, ex-scholars of the
Talmudic Academies, with casuistic sharp minds, who helped
one another to penetrate easier and quicker into the dephts of
culture and literature. We had been sitting day and night and
studying the new world problems. We discussed, sophisted, looked
for, and it seemed to us that we had found out the way of
redemption, of the realization of the prophecy of Isaiah the pro-
phet “And it shall come to pass in the end of the days” in the
ideology of Karl Marx, the converted grandson of the Rabbi, in
Socialism. And whereas there existed already in Vilno the newly
established Socialistic Party “BUND”, a great part of the Jewish
Youth joined into this Organization.

And so it happened that myself, the ex-Talmudic schoiar, of
the small town, the son of an Aristocratic Rabbinical family,
became an active revolutionary fighter, under the banner of the
Jewish BUND, and had believed with perfect faith that I had
found the outway which I had looked for. Hereby we shall find
the way to a full brotherhood between us and the non-Jewish
hostile world. This faith had been continued for about 20 years.
Many had cooperated during the horrible Russian Tzaristic Pog-
roms, and the Beiliss blood-accusation. Those events had driven the
Jewish youth to sacrifice their lives and to be of help to the
Russian revolutionaries in the liquidation of the Monarchistic
Regime, and in the creation of a new general democratic order.

On 1904, whilst the Russian Japanese war was going on, I
served in the Russian Army, and even there I risked distributing
proclamations against the war, and against the Tzar, a very
dangerous step, but who of the revolutionaries counted with his

own life?
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At one and the same time I have to admit that the Russian
man of the people, in his character, was a broad-hearted and
hospitable person, and had not the Antisemitic agitation been
spread by the clergy-men and by the Tzar’s agents, due to political
aims, the farmers had lived in friendship with the Jews.

I often had to visit many Russian villages, because of my father’s
business intersts, and I saw how amicably the Jewih villagers, —
who had by chance obtained their right to live in the villages, —
are living with their neighbours, the Christians. On the contrary,
towards the Jewish villager the farmer had more respect and
more confidence that towards his clergy-man. With the Jewish
villager he used to talk over in matters of his own family affairs,
and to take his advice; the same also in matters of disputes
between him and his neighbours. The farmer used to see how
the Jewish villager, in his free time, takes a book in his hand,
or he is sitting over a volume of the TALMUD and studying.
For the education of his children the Jewish villager had a special
permanent teacher. He saw how the Jew of the village lives in
cleanliness and celebrates his Sabbath, even with a public of ten
and a holy scroll of the Law, for his prayers. And so on, the
whole village behaved towards the Jew friendly and respectfully.
The Jewish villager had the task of a guide, leader and adviser.

All the above mentioned life problems had occupied my thoughts
in my younger years, and I was always thinking that it might
have been better and why it is in fact so bad. Why not to
improve the situation? I tried to find the solution in my later

years.

Second Period.

In 1900, being a boy of 17, I had left Deretchen, together with
several other young friends, and went to Vilno, at that time called
‘“Jerusalem of Lithuania’”, which had been well known as a great
center of culture and enlightenement for the Jewish Youth.
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life of the whole surrounding Christian world, in their material
and spiritual being. I had then started to understand and to
notice little by little the difference between us Jews and the
surrounding non-Jewish neighbours.

I saw that the Jewish masses, although they were poor, per-
secuted and deprived of their rights, and compelled to fight with
great self-sacrifice for the means of their existence, by practising
trade and hand-work etc. yet they always were faithful to the
spiritual heritage and tradition, and they spent their last pennies
for the education and teaching of their children, for charity and
extending of help to the fallen and to the sick, and they called
daily upon the Houses of Study and Prayer, which had been,
at that time, the only spiritual centers, and they performed with
respect and joy the pleasure of the Sabbath and the feasts, be-
haved much respectfully towards their own Rabbi, who used to
be their judge, and permanent spiritual leader etc.

On the other hand, the Russian farmers and workers of those
times, had ben dull analphabetics. Their children — deprived of
any education, they used to live in dark, in dirt, without any
possibilities to help themselves, had to Kkiss the hands of the
noble-man, or of the clergy-man, for each little favour, and even
when they used to come, on Sundays, in great masses, to the
small town, as if to the church, they brought with them for sale
the litle last provisions they had, and instead of going to the
church they spent their time in taverns, got well drunk, and
sometimes quarelled among themselves, and got beaten, whilst
their clergy-men, the submisive servants of the “Tzar Batiushka”,
instead of preaching and teaching them religious morality, they
always spreaded hatred towards the Jewish Nation, as though
guilty for the murder of their God, not taking in consideration
that a God cannot be murdered... or they used to explain to those
dark mases that their bad situation is because of the Jews who
rob them and live on their account.
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SEVERAL WORDS AT THE END OF THE BOOK

Since I have been worthy, at my age of 87, to accomplish my
writings, and to hand over to the printers the book of my
memories, that covers 9 generations of our aristocratic and multi-
plied family, I see it necessary to leave a short biography of my
personal past, in which my views in connection with the contents

of the book can be traced.

“None so wise as the experienced” says a Hebrew proverb ;
My life, Thanks Heaven, has been rich with much experience, of
which one can learn not a little. I had gone through 4 periods in
the diaspora and the fifth in Israel.

First Period

As I mentioned partly in my previous writings, I was living
at my age of 17 years in the small town of my nativity,
Deretchen, Russia, Poland, under the supervision and education of
my very religious parents, and this became the foundation of
the existence of the whole of my life. My late father had been a
great scholar and also a well known merchant of cereals. He
was known in the whole vicinity as a very honest man. My late
mother, as I had described her in my book like a type of a
“Yiddishee Mame”, was the daughter of a well known Chosid
of Liubavitch; and she had been also very religious, a great
charity spender, and a friend of human beings. Our home had
bean always open for every body, a kind of ‘“Hospitality Home”
for Jews and Christians of the whole vicinity, My father was
also taking part in the activities of all Jewish public affairs, and
for a certain time he had been a so called elected Starosta (Chief
of the village), so that I had the orportunity to be acquainted
with the pure Jewish social life, and also with the character of

53



Their Children: 1. Adolph. 2. Harry, married — Belle. Their
son — Lee. 3. Dora, married Dr, Isadore Klein. Their son -— Dr.
Marvin Klein, married Helen. Children of Dr. Klein : Richard Mark
and Barbara-Marie. 4. Adele, married Maurice Mc Cord. Their
chidren: Paula and Tony. 5. Jimmy.

3. Jack Robbins.

4. Aaron Robbins, married Goldie.
Their children: 1. Shirley, 2. Irvin, 3. Elka.

5. Anna, married Joseph Wigdor.
Their children: Edward, Jack and Leon.
Deceased: Jack Robbins, Aaron Robbins and Joseph Wigdor.
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1. Zale Lanzewitsky, wife Chana, daughter Fania, married
Lifshyz Moshe. Arrived Israel 1933. Zale, wife and daughter died
in Israel.

2. Joseph Lanzewitsky, wije Fejgel, son Jacob, married Mina
Schpak arrived in Israel Haifa from Uruguay with three daughters.
Joseph, wife and two daughters killed by Nazis in World War II.

3. Archie Land, born 1882 in Deretchen, arrived U.S.A. 1900.
Married Jetta Abramson 1907. After some years she became a
lawyer. Two sons: Jerome, lawyer and artist. Wife, Mary, prof-
essor at Pullman Washington University. Three children, I gran-
child. Son, Sandy (Sanford) accidental death at 47 years, Wife
Jahnee, children: Judith and Jerry. Jeta Land has five grand-
children: Julie. Danny, Betty, Jerry, Cathy. Residence California
Archie Land died 1968 (86 years old).

4. Izik. Nine children (2 medical doctors) Residence Canada.
5. Marcus. Residence: Buenos Aires. Argentina.

6. Daughter Cyla, married Sam Sonn. Residence: New York.
7. Gruna. Husband Bencyjon Siedlecky (died Argentina).

8. Henia Luboshytz, husband Jacob (Slonim) Son Dov Killed
by the Nazis with parents. Son Eli married to Bela (daughter of
Dr. Med. Efrat). Children: Henia and Jacob, Residence — Israel.

9. Masha. Residence: Moscow. Occupation: Pharmacist.
10. Chaja Residence: U.S.A. Occupation: Nurse.

11. Shprinza.

FAMILY OF ISAAC RABINOWITZ (SON OF MOZER)

Isaac Rabinowitz, married — Feigel Mishkin.
Their children:

1. Ray, married — Meyer Weller.

2. Mary, married Isidore Mishkin.
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FAMILY OF LIBEEMAN

Izhak DMeier Liberman, married -— Chaja Rabinowitz (Buten)
Both kKilled by the Nagzis,

Their children:

1. David Liberman, born 1902 (Buten, Poland). Wife Rachel
(born Gershonek, Pinsk, 1904). Residence: Sao Paulo-Brasil Rua
Itaguaba 21.

Children: Emilja — Mila, Irene, Alexander Michel.

Emilja, married David Zeiger.

Their children: Claudio, born 1950. Sergio, born 1955. Eduardo,
born 1955. Celja, born 1958.

Irene, married Shabtai Meshulam in 1964, Tel-Aviv, Israel.

Daughter of Irene — Daniela, born in Sao Paulo.

2. Sonia Liberman, born Poland, married Miches Hoffer, born
Poland. Occupation, Chemist, Died 1969.

Children — One daughter.

3. Maurice, born April 22 1908 (Biala Poland) married Margo,
born February 6, 1910, Hanover, Germany 1937, Paris, France.

Children: Michelle, born 1949, Albuqueque, New Mexico, U.8.A.
Son — Marc, born, 1952.

4. Joseph Gravey (formerly Liberman), born Biala Poland 1909
Married 1946 (Paris) Simone-Smyrna, Turkey, born 1917.

Their children: Daughter — Helen, born 1948 Albuquerque, New-
Mezxico, Daughter Marianne, born 1950.

Present Address— N.E. Albuquerque, New-Mexico, U.S.A.

5. Jack Grevey (formerly Liberman), born Warsaw, Poland
1914, married Joanna Maria — born 1921 — Vienna, Austria.

Children: Daughter Eileen, born May 1949, dlbuquerque.
Present address: Albuquerque, New-Mexico, U.S.A.

ARCHIE AND JETTA LAND

Zelig Lanzewitsky, born in Deretchen, wife Mine (daughter of
Jacob Rabinowitz) Eleven children.
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MORRIS RABINOWITZ, SON OF BERL RABINOWITZ

Belonging to the family Simcha Rabinowitz, born Zetl, Poland.
Came to U.S.A. in 1948. Occupation — Lumber Business. His wife,
Miriam, daughter of Gutl and Rachel Dworecky, born Novogrodek,
Poland. Residence —— Canaan, N.H. U .S.A.

Their Children:

1. Daughter Ruth, married Rabbi Philiph Lazowsky. Children:
Son Barry G. son Alan B. and David S. Residence: Hartford Conn.
USA.

2. Daughter, Tania, married lawyer — Richard Langerman.
Their children: Daughter Toni B. and son, Scoit G. Address:
Brooklyn Mass U.S.A.

FAMILY OF SHPRINZA PYTKOWSKY,
DAUGHTER OF MOSES RABINOWITZ

1. Pitluck Akiva, wife Sally. Children: Howard, Sheldon, Shu-
lamith and Debby.

2. Morris Wish, wife Lil (deceased). Children: Ira, Itzhak, Rena.

3. Jacob Wish, wife Esther. Children: Ronny, Shoshana.

4. Rabbi Chnania Pytkowsky (deceased). Daughter: Florence,
husband, Irving Gudenk.

5. Yetta Beckman. Children: Iva Blumberg, Sheldon (engineer)
and Carol (teacher). Her daughter Rose, husband Sam Miller, Son:
Morris, wife Lilian.

Residence: Cleveland.

FAMILY OF JOSEPH PYTKOWSKY

Daughter Ryvka, Iva, husband Abram Joel Mluban. Children:
Sandra, Akiva and Israel, Wife Pearl. Residence: Cleveland.
Sara Sheck, Husband Bill (University Graduate). Dr. Louis
Rytman. Dr. David Pytman. Orit Kaplan, wife Laura. Residence,
New York.
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Herbert and Marlene Olarsch, Linden, New Jersey, lawyer, have
two daughters. Deborah and Beth.
These are Mindel’s children, grandchildren and great-grond-

children.

FAMILY OF ROBERT KRECHEVSKY
(Belonging to the family of Simcha Rabinowitz)
Morris Krechevsky, born 1894, died 1957 in Hartford, Con-

necticut., He was married to Anna Levin born 1896. Residence,
West Hartford Conn. Children of Morris and Anna: -

1. Miriam M. Krechevsky (married to Saul Berson), born, 1918.
Residence at West Hartford, Connecticut. Their children: Daughter,
Sandra, son, Neal.

2. Herbert Y. Krechevsky (married to Betty Germansky), born,
1920 residence at, Farmington, Connecticut. Their children: Daugh-
ter, Lynne and sons: Richard and Dean.

3. Robert L. Krechevsky (married to Phyllis Swirin), born 1922.
Residence, West Hartford, Connecticut. Their children: Son, Curtis
and daughters: Mara, Hallie and Kira.

4. Seymour J. Krechevsky (married to Annette Krasner), born
1930. Residence: West Hartford. Their children: Son — David
and daughters: Lauren, Marla and Caren.

Morris Rabinowitz, son of Simcha and Gitel Rabinowitz, came to
the United States in 1920. Wife of Dlorris, Sophie. Residence —
Wethersfield, Connecticut.

First son: Dr. Seymour Rabinowitz, wife, Marian, Children:
Karen, Michael and Paul. Residence: Charlottesville, Virginia.

Second son: Aaron Rabinowitz, electronics engineer, Residence:
Great Neck, New York.

First daughter: Gloria. Husband Marvin Sandler. Children:
Donna, Mitchell and Theodore. Residence: Roslyn, New York.

Second daughter: Shirley. Husband, Alvin Goldstein, Children:
Jeffrey and Brian. Residence: Bloomfield, Conn.
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Daughters of Beatrice and Barnett: 1. Charlotte, born N.Y. 1943.
Married David Reiter 1964. Both College Teachers. 2. Ruth, born
N.Y. 1948, student Madison Wisconsin, Chicago, Illnois.

2. Son of Sarah — Irving — Born 1919, married Ruth Pollack
1950. Lumber Foreman. Albuquerque New Mexico.

Son of Irving and Ruth Mechanick — Maury — born 1951.
Student.

FAMILY OF BERMAN

Simcha’s daughter, Mindel, her husband, Isaac Berman, both
dead. Her oldest daughter, Sonia, married to Saul Epstein, occupa-
tion: real estate. Address, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Children:

Isaac and Norma Epstein, Bloomfield, Connecticut, Two sons,
Jonathan Gilbert, and David Seth; one girl, Regina Mae. Charlotte
and Burton Siegal, Worcester, Massachustetts, manufacturer. Have
three girls : Nancy, Lynne and Jane.

Greta and Paul Bercow, Elizabeth, New Jersey Occupation:
chemical engineer. Have three boys: Jeffrey, Gary and Neil.

Leah and Irwin Wexler, Teaneck, New Jersey. Occupation —-
marketing manager. Have two children: Wendy and James.

Mindel and Isaac’s second child is the son., Chaim (Hyman) and
Selma Berman, Sepulveda, California. Occupation — restaurateur.
Daughter — Gloria, married to Stewart Rosenbloom. Have a son,
Bruce, and daughter, Marcy.

Son, Ira Berman and wife, Maxine, in Sepulveda.

Mindel and Isaac’s third child is daughter, Mary and her hus-
band, Martin Ben-Ami, barber, Syracuse, New York. Have two
somns. Isaac and Sandra Schechterman, Rochester, New York, Fur-
niture business. Children: Steven and Susan.

Second son is Howard: salesman. Mindel and Isaac’s fourth
child is Sylvia, married to Morris Olarsch, Long Branch, New
Jersey. Have two sons. Gerald and Joan Olarsch, Salesman. Have
two sons. David and Marc. Med2X Lg20
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FAMILY OF DAVID RABINOWITZ

Daughter of David Rabinowitz, Bath-Sheva, born Buten — hus-
band, Osher Friedman (Minsk), Their son, Dr. Max Friedman,
New York. Married Blanche Rose, 1911. His second wife is Ray,
married 1939.

Son of Dr. Friedman — Professor Oscar Harvey Friedman, born
1912, Mt. Sinai Medical College, New York.

FAMILY OF SOL ROBBINS

Sol Robbins, born 1887, Buten, Polan; youngest son of David —
first son of Rabbi Moses Rabinowitz, Wife — Sarah Yelin. Resides
Bronx, New York.

Their children:

1. Daughter Beatrice; born 1914. Husband — Joseph Silverstein,
Resides Harison, New York. Their son — Mark Howard.

2. Daughter of Sol — Sylvia, born 1918. Husband — Dr. Jacob
Nussbaum. Resides New York.
Children of Sylvia: Sons — Berl, His Wife Karen and David.

3. Son of Sol: Norman, born 1923. Wife Miriam. Pleasantville
Cottage School Pleasantville, N.Y.

Children of Norman: Susan, Nina, Jonathan.
Family of Sarah Mechanick, first daughter of David Rabinowitz.

Sarah Mechanick, born 1884. Husband — Morris (married 1910).
Morris died 1936.

Daughter of Sarah and Morris:

1. Beatrice, born 1911 (Ferndale N.Y.). Married 1933 — Barnett
Yonkers,

Bittner. Both are practicing social workers. Residence
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CHILDREN OF BENJAMIN RABINOWITZ

(Benjamin passed away in March 1946)

Barney Rabin
Sol
Rose Weissman of Los Angeles

s e

Daughter — Florence.

CHILDREN OF MORDECHAI RABINOWITZ

1. Daughter — Jennie Stein
Son — Jake Rabin
Son — Paul Park

CHILDREN OF YACHA SANDOCK

1. Barney, left widow Idah. Children of Barmey and Idah:

Son S8am. Son Jules. Daughter Louise Feferman.

Children of Louise Feferman:

Son Melvin Gerald, daughter — Rochelle 1, Feferman Roenfeldt.

Children: Daughters — Kerry G@ill and Stacy Iva Roenfeld.

Barney and Idah were active Zionists. After Barney’s death,
1,000 trees were planted in his memory in the North of Israel.
200 trees planted in the Kennedy Forest in Idah’s honor.

2. The second son of Yacha: Sol, sons: Melvin and Dr. Louis
Sandock.

3. Dr. Isadore

4. Dave.

5. Sarah married Irwin Rich-Pharmacist.
Children of Sarah and Irwin: Son Lewis, graduate University
Illinois, married Myra Rubenstein.

Children of Lewis: Cheryl Joy and Debora Lyn — Daughter
of Sarah Judith, graduated University Illinois. Occupation
Public Relations,

45



Children: Barbara born 1925, N.Y.C. Education: Bryn Mawr. College.
Married Richard H. Tourin, born N.Y. C. — Physicist. Reside Fresh
Meadow, N.Y.

Children of Barbara: Deirdre Beth, born 1952 and Emily Jean,
born 1955. The second daughter of Bessie —Jessica Cotins, born
1928. Education: Hunter College married — William Schick, born

N.Y.C. Education: Columbia Univ. Professor Electrical Engineering.
Residence, Riverdale,

Children of Jessica: Gary Russell, born 195}, Sandot Evan 1956,
Terri Ellen.

5. Beril, born 1901, Deretchen, Poland, arrived U.S.A. 1910. Educ.
Columbia Univ. Occupation: Author. Resides, New York City,
married 1964 Ruth Adelman.

Published work : (Biography) “Paul Gaugin”, Victoria Woodholt,
Whirlwind in Petticoats, Popularization of Science: Mechanical Man,

Around the World Under Water, Jules Verne, Dreams and Realities
of the Conquest of the Skies.

6.- Esther, born 1905 Russia, arrived U.S.4. 1910. Education :
Ohio State Univ. Hunter College, Occupation Teacher. Resides
N.Y.C. married 1937 — Lewis Gittler, born Chicago Illinois.
Occupation: Writer.

Children — Wendy, born 1938, Education — Columbia Univ. B.A.
M.A. Hunter College, Occupation — Teaches Art History in Univ.
Second daughter: Jennifer, born 1943. Education: City University.
Occupation: Business.

7. Blanche, born Philadelphia, Penna. Education — Cooper Union
(Art School.). Residence Rockville, Maryland, married 1935 Roy
Perry, born N.Y.C. Occupation — Photographer, U.S. Government.

Children of Blanche: Linda, born 1940, N.Y.C. Education Cornell
Univ. Occupation: Fine Arts, residence — Silver Spring, Maryland.

Married — Arthur Jacobson, Occupation Organic Chemist, National
Institute Health. Son-Jay Michel.

Second daughter of Blanche —- Alma Louise, born 1945, Rock-
ville, Education — Art Student. Resides — Illinois, married — Jay
Kenigsberg. M. A. Business.
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Children:

1. TIsaac, born 1892, Poland. Married Bessy Segal. Died in 196}
in U.8.A. Children; Son Sidney, born 1918. Education — High

School. Son Leonard born 1922. Ed. Temple Univ.
Children of Sidney: Cookie born 1944 and Judy born 1951.
Children of Leonard: Marc born 1953 and Eric born 1956.

2. David born 1893 — Poland. Pharmacist. Married Lilien
Kewitz. Lilien died 1947. David’s second wife Sadie Doctor. Children

of David and Lilien: Stephen and Myra. Stephen-—born 31 March
1927 B.A. Harvard. Married Mary Elizabeth, Freeburg 1947,
in Peking China, Occupation: writer and translator, List of
Stephen Becker’s books: Shanghai Incident, Juice, A Covenant with

Death, The Outcasts. Biography: Marshall Field III. History:
Comic Art in America. Translations: The Colors of the Day,
Mountains in the Desert, The Sacred Forest, Faraway, Someone
will Die Tonight in the Carribbean, The Last of the Just, The Town

Beyond the Wall. The Season of the Stranger (All translations from
French to English) Also miscellaneous magazine writings, reviews,
screenplays, essays, short stories. etc.

Stephen Becker’s Address: Katonah, N.J.

Children of Stephen: Son Keir, born Chicago 1951, Daughter
Julia 1952 in Boston. Son David — 1954 in New York.

Daughter of David: Myra Nancy, born December 1931, B. A. Bryn
Mawr College in 1954. In 1955 She was in Israel in Kibutz Maayan
Zvi, Zihkron Yaakov and Ein Gedi, Married 1955 Sherman Edward

Fein, a lawyer, who is also consul-at-large of the Republic of
Costa Rica.

Children of Myra: Julia Louise — 1958, Dina Estelle — 1957
and Sara Elizabeth 1960. These 3 girls attend the Beth Morasha
Hebrew Day School in Springfield.

3. Morris, born 1894 Poland — Pharmacist. Married Anna Levitt.
Died 1967 in New York.

4. Bessie, born in Russia. Arrived.in U.S.A. 1910. Education:
Hunter College. Occupation: H.S. Teacher. Married 1924 — Ira

Cotins, born Woodbine N.J. University, resides New York City
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»? — Sheva. Born 1953.
> — Rebecca. Born 1957.
Son of Ida — Milton, born in Philadelphia, 192}. Manufacturer
and Engineer. Married Cecile Weinstein 1950.
Children of Milton and Cecile:
Daughter — Fran. Born 1951,
Son — David. Born 1953.
” — Daniel. Born 1957.
Son of Ida Stern. Rafael. Born 1921.
Daughter of Ida — Molie, born Philadelphia, married 1950, Max
Frager, engineer and chemist.
Children of Mollie and Max Frager :
Son — David. Born 1951.
”  — Arnon. Born 1953.
»” — Joseph, Born 1955.
»” — Sherman. Born 1956.
Daughter — Sharon. Born 1958
£ — Havi. Born 196}.
Doughter of Ida — Blanche. Social Psychologist. Born 1926.
Married 1947. Dr. Morton Prince. Professor in Physics.
Daughter of Blanche and Morton Prince: Judith, born 1956.
Philadelphia.
Daughter of Alta Kohen:

5. Toby. Born 1895, arrived U.S.A. 190}. Died
1911.

6. Rae. Born 1902, Deretchen, arrived U.S.A. 1904, Married
Morris Schwartz 1936, Residence Baltimore, U.S.A.
Son of Rae — Allan, born New York City 1938.

FAMILY JACHA RABINOWITZ - BECKER

Jeremwa (Jerma) Becker, born Arlin (Russia-Poland) 1871, arrived

1907 in U.S.A., died 1947. Jenrie (Jacha) Rabinowitz, born in
Deretchen 1870, arrived in U.S.A. 1907, Died 1955.
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Daughter of Isaac — Hilda, born 1935, Philadelphia.

Children of Leon :

Son — David, born Philadelphia, 1948.

Son — Joel, born Philadelphia, 1958.

Daughter — Joyce, born Philadelphia, 1953.

Daughter of Kalman — Judy, born Philadelphia, 1961.
Daughter of Kalman — Rebecca. Born Philadelpia 1963.

3. Son of Alta Kohen — Morris. Born 1898, arrived U.S.A, 1904.
(Pharmacist, - druggist). Married Elizabeth, 1933. Residence Phila.

Children of Morris Kohen:

Daughter — Norma, born 1935, Philadelphia., Married 1953
Donald Chesen, Dr. Veterinarian.

Children of Norma:

Son Michael, born Philadelvhia, 195}%.

Son Richard, born Philadelphia, 1956.

Daughter Laurie, born Philadelphia, 1958.

Daughter of Morris Kohen — Judy, born 1939, Philadelphia.
Married 1963 — Elliot Fleisher, Government Worker.

Children of Judy — Harry, born in Philadelphia, 1965. Neil, born
in Philadelphia, 1967.

4. Daughter of Alta Kohen — Ida. Born in Deretchen 1889.
Arrived in U.S.A. 1902.Died 11.7.58. Husbahd ‘Salomon Stern

The second wife of Salomon — Jennie.

Last residence — Philadelphia.

Children of Ida Stern:

Son Harry, born in Philadelphia, 1919 — Manufacturer and
Engineer. Married 1945 Martha Novoseller, Daughter of Rabbi
David Novoseller.

Children of Harry and Martha Stern:

Son — Jerry. Born 1950.

»” — Chayim. Born 1951,

Daughters — Sareva. Born 197,

»” — Zelda Rae. Born 1949.
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resides in Atlantic City, N.T. Ida’s son Leonard is residing in
New York. Morris’s children: Bernice resides in Chester, Penna;
Larry is a pilot, residing various parts of Europe.

Isadore’s daughter, Bernice resides in Bridgeton, New Jersey.

Benjamin’s son, Henry, resides in Philadelpia, P A.

Sylvia resides in N.Y.C. Sylvia’s daughter, resides Worcester

Mass.

KOHEN FAMILY

Father Jehoshua Heschel — born Warsaw 1858, married 1878 —
arrived America 1902, died 11.24.1938. ‘

Mother : Zelda Alta Kohen — born Deretchen 1861 — arrived in
America 1904, died 6.4.48

Children:

1. Son Berel, born Deretchen 1880 — arrived in U.S.A. 1904.
Married, Netthe 1911. Last Residence Woodbine N.J. Died
1942.

Son of Berel — Harry. Born in Woodbine 1913, died 1937 —
Woodbine.

Son of Berel — Philip. Born 1915 — Married Sally 1946. Resi-
dence — Philadelphia, Pa.

Daughter of Philip — Netta Lois, born Philadelphia, 1947.

Daughter of Philip — Bonnie, born Philadelphia, 1950.

Daughter of Berel, Mollie, born 1919. Woodbine, died 1963.

2. Son of Alta Kohen — Isaac, born 1892 in Deretchen, arrived
in U.S.4. 1904.

Book-keeper and Hardware merchant. Married Mary 1924. Last
Residence Philadelphia, died 1946.

Children of Isaac Kohen : Leon, born in Philadelphia, married
Roslyn (Hospital administration) 1946.

Son of Isaac — Kalman, born 1929, Philadeiphia. Married Lois
1960.
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Knox, Kentucky. Married 1958 Dr. Peter A. Cassileth, born 1937.
Ed; Columbia Univ. Physician. Their children: Jodi Greer, born
1962 and Wendy Pier, born 196}. N.Y. Married Barbara Ellen
Halpert, born 1943.

Son of Albert — Stephen Lee, born 1941 Phila., Penna., Ed; God-
dard Tr. College. Business. Resides : Parkway Apts., Cherry Hill,
Children of Stephen: Eric Linn, born 1965 and Brian Lee, born
1966,

FAMILY OF ALTER RABINOWITZ

Alter Rabinowitz, son of Leib and Breina, born Deretchen 1870.
Married Rachel Krinsky (born Slonim 1870) Alter died 1927 U.S.A.
Rachel — 1939.

Their children :

1. Daughter — Ida, married Ben Sokoloff. Son — Leonard,
wife Frances.

2. Son Morris. wife Ethel. Their children: Larry and Bernice.
Bernice married — Stephen Feinberg. Children of Bernice: Daniel
and Bruce.

3. Son Isadore, wife Tillie. Their daughter Bernice, her husband
Morton Liberman. Children of Bernice: Nancy, Patsy and Betsy.

4. Son Ben, wife Carrie, Their son Henry, wife Joyce. Children
of Henry: Cindy and Craig.

5. Daughter — Thelma
6. Son Jack, wife Evelyn.
7. Son Irving.

8. Daughter — Sylvia. Husband Jerome Jacob. Deceased April
1968. Their daughter — Ruth. Husband Dr, Herbert Rubin. Ruth’s
son Blake.

Deceased children of Alter Rabinowitz : Ida, Isadore, Benjamin
and Thelma Jack. Irving resides in New York, N.Y. Morris
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Children of Robert: Marc Joseph, born 1961 Rome, Italy and
Molly Rachel, born 1965 Brooklyn, N.Y.

3. Daughter of Milton -— Judith, born 1929 Phila., Penna. Ed.
University of Vermont. Resides; 972 Post Road, Scardale, N.Y.
Married 1955 — Emanuel Gerard, born 1926. New York, NY. Ed.
Yale University Stage and Set Designer.

Children of Judith : Stephen, born 1956 Nev York N.Y. Ethan,
born 1958, Todd, born -— 1964 New York N.Y. Jerome, born 68
N.Y.

3. Son Ben, born 1902 Woodbine, N.Y. Business. Resides; Oak-
lyn. Married 1944 — Althea Braund,; born 1919 Clearfield, Penna.
Their children : Penny-—born; 1949 Phila, Penna; Son— Bruce
born 1953 Phila, Penna. Resides — Oaklyn, N.Y.

4. Daughter Zelda — born, 1905 Woodbine, N.Y. Ed; Univer-
sity of Penna. Married 1936 — Joseph B. Meranze, born 1905
Phila,‘ Penna Ed; Universily of Penna. Temple University. Attorney.
Res. 2008 Addison. Their daughter : Julie, born 1943 Phila, Penna.
Ed; University of Penna. Temple University Teaching Fellow at
Yeshiva Univ. Psychologist. Married Dr. Jerry Levitt.

5.  Son Chester D, born, 1906 Woodbine, N.Y. Ed; University
of Penna Business. Resides 199 W Shore Kings Point, Long Island.
Married 1935 Isabelle Segal; born 1913 Nev York, N.Y. Children —
daughter Terry, born 1936 New York, N.Y. Ed; Syracuse Univer-
sity. Married 1960 — Robert Greenberg, born, 1985 Mt. Vernon,
N.Y. Ed; Eastman School of Music Rochester Univ. Musicologist.
Resides 9 Orford Road, Old Bethpage, Long Island. Children of
Terry : Son Jeffrey, born 1962 and daughtier Barry, 1964. Second
daughter \bf Chester — Maxine, born 1941, New York. Ed; Ame-
rican University Pratt Inst, Librarian.

6. Son Albert, born; 7.21.1909 Woodbine, NY; Ed; Wenonah
Military Academy. Business. Married Rosalind Kaizen, born 1910.
Children of Albert — Barrie Joyce, born 1938 Phila., Penna. Ed;
Bennington College Yeshiva University. Psychologist. Resides —
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FAMILY OF LEIB RABINOWITZ

Leib Rabinowitz born — Deretchen, Poland 1838, Died in Israel
1917. Wife Breina Leff, born Deretchen 1838. Died 1910 — Deret-
chen.

Son of Leib Rabinowitz : Joseph Rabinowitz, born — Deretchen
1873. Died — 1958. Interred: Woodbine, N.Y. Wife — Lena Sha-
piro, born 1877 Riga, Latvia. Died 1967. Interred Woodbine,

Children of Joseph and Lena Rabinowitz :

1. Daughter of Joseph: Clara Rabinowitz, born 1899 Wood-
bine, N.Y. Ed; University of Penna New York Universit. Washing-
ton Institute of Psychologist. Resides; I W 85-th Str, N.Y.C.

2. Son Milton : born 1900 Woodbine, N.Y. Ed. University of
Penna, Business. Resides; 2395 Palisades Ave, N.Y, Married 192}
Rose Rittenberg, born 1903. Egg Harbor, N.Y. Ed. Univ. of Penna.

Children of Milton :

1. Jay Andrew, born 1927. Phila, Penna, Ed. Syracuse Univ.
Harvard Law School. Assoc. Justice Supreme Court of Alaska.
Resides: Fairbanks, Alaska. Married 1957 — Ann Nesbit, born New
York, N.Y. Ed; Univ. of Alaska.

Jay A. Rabinowitz was subsequently chosen by Govenor Eagan
to be a Justice of the Supreme Court for a 4 year term. In 1968,
he was elected to serve this court for a 10 year term.

Children of Jay :

1.  Daughter Judith, born 1958 Fairbanks, Alaska. and daugh-
ter Mara — born 1966 Fairbanks, Alaska.

2. Son of Milton: Robert Marc Rabinowitz, born 1928. Phila
Penna, Ed. Syracuse University Courtauld Inst, Artist and Teacher.
Married — 1960 Kathleen O’Toole, born 1939, Pittsburg, Ed. Car-
negie Tech. Artist. Resides: Brooklyn Heights. N.Y.
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When I was 12 years old I studied Talmud with a rabbi whose
name was David Hayim Simeon. He was eighty-years-old and he
told me many stories about Rabbi Izik, my father’s grandfather.
Several of the stories have remained in my memory all my life,
and now I recalled them and added them to this book. It is too
bad that I did not realize in my youth the importance of the
family tradition, and never thought to write down the choicest
stories about the previous generation.

My purpose in publishing this book of memoirs is to make sure
that the connection between the members of our family who are
scattered throughout the world and Israel will not be broken, and
that the ties which bind the Land of Israel to the Diaspora will
never cease,
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THE FAMILY TREE OF MOSHE AND HAIKA RABINOWITSCH

Perhaps, not all who look into this little book will read it to its
end. However, it may be of interest to the descendants of the family
of Moshe Rabinowitsch, and therefore, I now set down the history
of his family. I shall call this book, “The Family Tree of Moshe
Rabinowitsch”,

The Family Tree is a wonderful one with many branches, each
branch with many buds. Its father, Moshe, may he rest in peace,
was a Rabbi “Gaon”. “Gaon” means a very learned person, equi-
valent in our days to a great philosopher. Rabbi Moshe was a
descendant of very prominent and learned rabbis who were also

“gaonim”,

Rabbi Moshe’s grandfather, Jakov Hawvar, was known, at the
end of the 18th century as Rabbi “Tsadik” Jakov Havar. A “Tsa-
dik” means a holy person, a good person, pious, philanthropic,
greatly concerned with people. He was especially respected in
Grodno, Poland. The people there, in his time, named the street in
which he lived the “Street of Havar”. It was so called, at least,
until the time of World War II. Non Jews, as well as Jews, looked
upon Rabbi Jakov with deep respect.

Rabbi Itzchak Izik Havar, son of Jakov and father of Rabbi
Moshe, was already known in his youth as a master of the “Tal-
mud”. The “Talmud” means many books of commentary on
the Bible; of ennunciation and classification of laws relative to
Jewish life. These books were written by the Jews during their
stay in Babylon following the destruction of the Temple in
Jerusalem and the expulsion of the Jews.



the redemption springs forth from the tragedy, as if in the
destruction itself there is already found the seed of revival, that
from the distress the wider horizons arise and spread forth.

The Jewish experience has proven on more than one occasion
that exactly this which looks to us like a complete failure, like
an act of weakness, afterwards becomes a spring-board for positive
events, for good deeds, for days of light and joy.

This legend reflects the never ceasing Jewish optimism, the un-
disturbable Jewish trust in a brighter future. In the midst of the
flames of the burning temple, and the triumphant shouts of the
wild and murdering enemy, the Jew believes that somewhere the
Messiah is being born.

And that which sustained us, the spark of Jewish hope for re-
vival and rehabilitation, has strengthened us in the depths of our
miserable existence among the nations of the earth, and has brought
us today, to the renewed Jewish State, The special vision of
Jewish history has revealed itself in the multi-dimensional events
of our age, in the dread of the holocaust and in the mercy of the
revival. Even in the most dark and bitter days of our age, the Jew
has not ceased waiting for comfort, and not only that, but also
to see in the darkness signs of redemption. On the thresholds of
the gas chambers came forth from the martyrs the song “I believe”,
and the events which followed the holocaust ending with the crea-
tion of the State of Israel have proven to us and to others, that
there is a guiding hand in history.

The State has existed for twenty years among the desert of
Arab nations, lying in ambush for us continously, who do not
by-pass any means of upsetting us. Three wars in such a brief
span of time and the glorious victories, each one greater and more
astounding than the previous one, are testimony to the Messianic
comfort that the Rock of Israel -and its redeemer announces to
his nation that those days which our prophets foresaw are approach-
ing and coming nearer.

Jacob Weiner



in this way will the people find favour in God’s eyes, and not

by sacrifices and fasting.

The prophet taught the following generations to believe that
just as God is God of the world, so is Israel the nation of the
world. In his prophecies he stresses the existence, exlusiveness and
unity of God. And he especially emphasizes that Israel is obligated
to be a holy nation and a light to the naticns.

Isaiah strengthened the belief in the nation’s heart that a won-
derful age will come in which Jerusalem will be a praise to the
world, and that a shoot will come forth from the stock of Jesse
to lead his nation, who will not wear a sword on his belt, but who
will be girded with justice and faith. And all the nations will see the
honor of the people of Israel, or according to his lofty words, ‘“For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth and a mist the nations, but
the Lord shall shine upon you and his honor shall be seen upon
you... And many nations shall come forth and say: Come let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, for from Zion shall come forth
the Law, and the word of God from Jerusalem”,

Jewish history is suspended between two poles: between the
vision and the comfort that the true meaning of the vision is a
double revival, political and spiritual. This has been proved more
than once during our national existence; it finds more exact ex-
pression in the legend, that Messiah will be born on the day during
which we mourn for the destruction of both Temples and other
tragedies which befell us as a people.

There is much to be learned from this legend. It teaches us the
continuous Divine presence in our national history. God’s hand
appears not only in victory, in the days of deeds of redemption,
but also in destruction. Not only that, but the destruction itself is
part of the plan for redemption, and it is not merely an early
necessary phase. The period of suffering is a very necessary link
in the chain leading to the time of the Messiah. Furthermore, this
legend affirms the basic principle of our national history — that
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The greatest prophet who arose in Israel, according
to the teaching of our Rabbis of blessed memory in many passages
in the Talmud and Midrash, was Isaiah, about whom it is said “He
was equal to Moses and it is worthy that the dialogue between him
and God be transmitted exactly as it transpired” (Midrash Rabbah,

Leviticus).

“Isaiah said, I was walking in my school and I heard God’s voice
saying: whom will I send and who will go for us? I sent Micah and
they smote him on the cheek: I send Amos and they called him
“Pesilos” — one who stutters in his speech, for why was he called
Amos, because he was laden in his speech; therefore whom will I
send now and who will go for us. And I said: Here I am, send me!
And God said to him: Isaiah, my sons are stubborn and rebellious,
if you accept upon yourself to be mocked and beaten by them, then
you can go as my messenger, and if not, then you will not be my
messenger. Isaiah said to him: I will go under those conditions.
God said to Isaiah: Isaiah, you love Justice, you loved to justify
my sons and hated that their evil should weigh against them;
therefore God has appointed you... All of the prophets received
their prophecy, prophet from prophet, as it is written, “Elijah’s
spirit rested on Elisha”, but you received your prophecy directly
from God himself. All of the prophets spoke simple prophecies,
but you shall prophecy double portions of comfort — Arise, Arise,
Wake up, wake up, I, I am he who comforts, comfort ye, comfort

ye my people!”

We learn that Isaiah was the greatest of the prophets, God gave
him a strong soul and a large heart, and a tongue that knew how
to teach moral lessons and to rebut. In truth, his visions and
prophecies are intended for the entire world. But he mainly ad-
dressed himself to the Israelites to give them hope and comfort.
He spoke to the Jewish men day and night to choose God’s way and
to follow his teachings, to do what is legal and just, because only
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Labor Union, where I found a spiritual home, After a short time
I was made member of the beard until 1 left America — and
so thanks to my good family on the one side and my old friends
on the other side, I was able to return to my former way of life,
which I had lost for almost ten years, going through seven com-
partments of hell — thanks to the heritage of the Jewish nation’s
force, transferred from generation to generation -— patience and

confidence.

VISION AND CONSOLATION IN OUR DAY

The author, Chaim Rabinowitz, has invested much work, trouble,

ability and great spiritual strength in this book.

A book of family memcirs is not only a collection of stories, but
in its essence, is the true monument to a many-branched family.
Therefore, we should point out that the author bared with his
skilled pen the deep storehouses of Judaism, the light in the
Torah of Israel. A continuous reading of this book emphasizes the
great vision of Isaiah the prophet; therefore we will analyse
briefly Isaiah’s vision, which contains hidden in its embroidery
the theme of Rabinowitz’s book and its realization in our day.

The historical background of the prophets’ teachings, especially
the lofty prophecies of Isaiah have remained in full force and
effect throughout the generations for all mankind. Our wise men
have determined that there were forty eight prophets and seven
female prophets, who prophecied in Israel and that they added and
diminished from what is written in the Torah, (except for the Me-
gilot scrolls). And what happened to their prophecy ? The Gemara
gives the explicit answer: “Prophecy that was needed was written to
last forever and that which was not needed for eternity was not
written down”.
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I calmed them and said that the tradition would not be broken

by me, and they could come and go as before.

It went on like that until I left Deretchen in the year 1919 and
went to Slonim. And even there in Slonim, Russian farmers often
came to ask how I and my children were.

These are pictures, selected and original of our family life, in
different times and various places. They confirm the meaning of
our Jewish tradition, and they call to us not to sever the chain
which binds us with our past. The long thousand years of marty-
red Jewish history, have built in our nation certain positive traits,

hidden deep in our souls which not all nations have.

And another example of this in my life, I found among my
American family friends, After going through the ‘“seven gates
of hell” in the last war, after losing my whole beloved family and
everything I had, I lost all hope and thought ‘From whence will
come my help’? As soon as my family in America got to know
that I was alive, they got in touch with me, showing the deepest
concern and did not rest until they brought me over to America.
There I was welcomed at the ship by my nephew Milton Rabino-
witz with his son, Jay — now Chief Judge in Alaska .. who,
with deepest friendship, took me home and said ‘Uncle, here is
your home !’

Coming back — late at night — from Boston on my way to a
new home, I found awaiting me in Milton’s home the largest part
of our family, some 60—70 persons, old, young, children and
grandchildren, who welcomed me with the greatest warmth and
with love, and spent nearly all night with me. The warm welcome
infused new blood into me and gave me courage and will to live
and continue my life with our nation. Thanks to my old fine
friends and neighbors, and especially thanks to the recommendation
of my friend Hanna Novik — a veteran Yiddish teacher in Newark,
I was accepted as member of the New York Peretz Branch of the
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Summing up the short history of our family in the past tw»
hundred years, which goes' through nine generations, we must come
to the conclusion that the strongest influence on all positive trends
of our family were the first 3—4 generations, whose roots fed for
long years the branches that produced good fruit.

The memories and heritage were transferred from generation
to generation by different means, mostly through the holy books
of the first and the booklet of our uncle, Mordechai, and last the
unfinished memoirs of the youngest son of Moshe, Benjamin Ra-
binowitz, who with great labour for years looked for details of
the spread-out family from all over the world, All this helped to
bind us together with our past.

Let this be an example for future generations to carry on the
traditions of our forefathers until our nation will achieve real libe-
ration and everlasting security,

It is interesting to tell a sample story. In our house in Deretchen
there was a specially large room, the door of which was always
open for guests, Jewish farmers and also Gentile farmer friends,

who for years also enjoyed the free hospitality.

While I was getting ready for my wedding with my cousin,
Yacha, in the year 1906, and we started remodelling and moderni-
zing our future apartment the everlasting guests noticed it, and
the Gentile farmers were apprehensive that in time I would
liquidate the tradition of free entrance into the large room. A
special delegation, consisting of the oldest farmers, came to me
from the village and spoke these words: ‘“Dear Chaim, we come
to beg you not to make any changes, in the old tradition that
was the custom of your parents and grandparents, that the front
part of the house was free for our coming on Sunday to rest
there, have a good time, and warm ourselves in winter, So we
beg you to leave the room exactly as it was, and behave towards
us as friendlily as your parents”.
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6. The sixth son, was Joseph Rabinowitz, His wife, Nechama,
a valiant, capable woman, managed a store all her life, Joseph and
his wife lived in Deretchen, and he himself held a high position
most of his life, also, with Bregman, and had his utmost confi-
dence. A nice person, scrupulously honest in everyday dealings, he
liked to give charity and help people. Two of his children live
in America. One daughter and her husband, Eliahu Herenson, a
son and grandson of famous rabbis, live in Israel, where they
have two children with grandchildren, a daughter Lea with her
husband Amnon Jacimovski, a professor or mathematics, and a

son Joseph, an engineer,

7. The seventh son — Mordechai Rabinowitz, and his wife,
Deborah, lived in Chicago. A learned Jew, a holy and wise man,
he interested himself all his life in his family, spread out all over
the world, helped every one at request, and published in Israel
before his death a family booklet which was distributed among
the whole family. Left a warm family in America.

8. Last, but not least, Benjamin Rabinowitz lived in Chicago
with his wife, Sheine. All his life he adhered to Jewish tradition,
built a special fund between his American friends with which he
helped all friends from Russia, Poland and Lithuania if and when
they asked for it. He liked very much to correspond with the fa-
mily members. In his last years he prepared the main material
for this family book. Left a closely-knit family in America.

9. The four daughters, Hinke Basevitz, Reice Rubin, Sprince
Pitkovsky and Yacha Sondek, had fine upstanding husbands who
held their proper place in the Jewish community, brought up good
families, excelled in their children and grandchildren, spread out
all over the world. A great part of them are in America and

quite a number were killed by the Nazis.

In Israel live two families of Sprince’s grandchildren: Moshe
Pitkovsky and Minkovitz, and of Reice Rubin’s family — Itzchak
Werblowski and Eliahu Werblowski and their families,
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PERSONAL DETAILS :

1, The first son of Moshe, David Rabinowitz, lived in Bitten,
with his wife Miriam, daughter of a good family. Himself a learned
man, pious and an honest merchant, he brought up a large family,
mostly living in England, America and partly in Israel. The family
had a good name in their home tcwn and in the surrounding

country.

2. The second son, Jacob Rabinowitz, lived in Deretchen, with his
wife, Deborah of the Glikson family, an intelligent woman who
knew languages. Jacob, a learned Jew and a humorous and friendly
man, was employed the great part cf his life by the very rich

merchant, Bregman, as trustworthy chief cashier. He had a large
family in Russia and America, grandchildren in Israel, David and

Jacob Rabinowitz,

3. The third son, Leib Rabinowitz, lived in Deretchen. His wife,
Breine known for her generosity, was daughter of a famous
Lubawich Hasid, a former farmer near Deretchen, Leib himself
was a big wheat merchant all his life, and was trusted by Jews
and Gentiles alike, farmers and nobles in the surrounding villages.
In his leisure time, he stayed in the synagogue and studied Talmud.
Breine was a good and modest woman and very charitable. Her
home was always open, as a free guest house, for all surrounding
Jewish and even Gentile farmers who came to town, Four of their
children, two sons and two daughters, migrated to America at
the beginning of the 20th century, and upheld their parents’ good
tradition. Their youngest son, Chaim, lives in Israel.

4. The fourth son, Simcha Rabinowitz, lived in Zetel with his
wife, Gitel; he was a learned Jew and very quiet and honest
merchant in the timber branch, The majority of his children and
grandchildren are in America.

5. The fifth son, Izik, a learned man, married Feigel, and lived
in Warsaw, where he worked for the above-mentioned merchant,
Bregman, A very intelligent and good person, he died young,
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thing. Rabbi Moshe kept a written record all his life where he
described the lives of his children in detail, even the dates when
he bought for each child shoes and clothing, their illnesses, the
medicines they received, their circumcisions, birthdays and weddings;

the same was done about his grandchildren.

As it happened, my father — of blessed memory — and my
father-in-law (my father’s brother) had many manuscripts written
by grandfather and great grandfather, the renowned and learned
Rabbi Itzshak Izik Havar, containing memories and documents of
old which I, in my youth, liked to read and look into, and so it
awoke in me an interest to know the history of my family, I
liked to visit near relatives in different towns, to learn their
characters and way of life, -

In the epoch of growing socialism in Russia, at the beginning
of the 20th century, there were among the children of the family
quite a number of sympathizers of the revolutionary movement in
different towns, I had the courage to meet them in my young
years, and so I learned to know the life and character of our
family — the religious orthodox as well as the young wordlier

generation involved in the currents.

In regard to the character of the 12 children of Moshe, whom
I knew more or less personally and through correspondence, I
found everywhere the heritage — the spirit of our grandfathers:
Jewish tradition, learning and appreciation and esteem from the
surrounding population, Generally they all held to the last will
and testament of our great grandfather Rabbi Itzchak Izik Havar,
in which he left to his children and grandchildren his honesty in
commerce, friendliness in relations to all men, Jews and Gentiles

alike, to maintain the rules of hospitality, and charity.

All eight sons and four sons-in-law of Rabbi Moshe were good
Talmud scholars, led a warm family life, and were honest and
friendly in their relations with the surrounding community,
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A SHORT RESUME OF THE HISTORY OF OUR FAMILY

The first three generations, beginning in the middle of the 18th
century, start with Rabbi Jacob Havar, who was a rabbi in Grodno,
a great Jewish scholar who was beloved by the surrounding Jews
and Gentiles alike, whose sons and grandsons have been renowned
and learned rabbis and wonderfully good people in their way of
life. They always married into known families of rabbis. In this
way they were connected with the famous Heller family, the head
of which 300 years back, was the learned rabbi called ‘“Tosafot
Yom Tov”. For years in the Diaspora and lately in Israel, the
families of Rabinowitz and Katzenelenbogen used to celebrate each
year, on the First of Adar, the day on which the “Tosafot Yom
Tov” was delivered, three hundred years ago, from a death sen-
tence, passed on him because of a false accusation : that he wrote

a book against Jesus.

The “Tosafot Yom Tov” left a last will and testament for the
family to celebrate always that day and read from a written scroll
the whole history of his sentence and release, I had the good fortune
to participate for 'many years in such holidays celebrated by
Itzchak Gachkovsky of the Katzenelenbogen family, connected with
the family of David Rabinowitz. Later, it was the custom in the
family of the sons of Rabbi Moshe Rabinowitz to marry with the
daughters of learned rabbis or their near relatives, as so preserve
the family pedigree.

Our patriarch and grandfather, Rabbi Moshe Rabinowitz and
his wife Haika had 8 sons and 4 daughters. Their family life
was exemplary, .and their love for the children was above every-
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All my life I tried to fulfil all the rites, rules and commandments,
whrich the Almighty put on us Jews. As much as I could, I helped
always the poor and weak. My home was always open to Jews
and gentiles alike; I brought up my children and grandchildren in
pure Yiddish {raditions. I will be welcomed in the next world

according to my deeds”.

At the very end she called us nearer to her bed, kissed us as if
going on a long journey and with a smile on her lips gave up her
soul to the Almighty.

The impression stayed with me all my life and I thought always
how happy is the woman who has in her such a deep belief, moral
code and religious ethics, to hold her up all her life and enable

her a peaceful departure from this world.

After her death, there came a lifelong family friend, a farmer
by the name Shachne Sopolsky, a Jew of great learning who, to my
regret, was blinded through an accident, and though blind dictated
to me the words writen on the memorial stone as you will see in
the book.

By the way, Shachne Sopolsky Ostrover has in Israel a grandchild,
the wife of Dr. Noah Kaplinsky, who is now taking up the honorary
post of Director of the Physicians Association of Israel.
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Their sister Mally, who has 6 children, bless them all, herself
is an intelligent woman, and her husband is a chemical engineer,
who brings up their children in the true Jewish tradition.

The youngest sister Blanch with her husband, also a engineer,
now professor in Israel, has a daughter who is a warm Zionist and

recently came to Israel.

So, all of my eldest sister Alte’s family, including the Cohens,
numbering about 40 persons in all, live in a pure Jewish atmos-

phere and carry on all Jewish traditions.

MY MOTHER BREINE, OF BLESSED MEMORY —
THE ORIGINAL YIDDISHE MAMA

About the life and character of my Mother, of blessed me-
mory, I would have to write a separate book full of memories,
but for the time being, I will make do with a short history of her
last months, before her departure from this world.

In the year 1910, being 71 years old, she got acute pneumonia.
For about 2 weeks she stayed in bed with high fever, and despite
the efforts of the greatest physicians of that time, she got weaker
from day to day. In her last day, when she realised that her end
was near, she called us, me and my wife Yache B. M, to her bed
and made, by her standard a long speech. Among other things, she
thanked us both for our good and faithful behaviour towards her
and our father all the time, and especially in the days of her
illness, blessed us and wished us all the best,

When she noticed tears in our eyes, she raised her voice with
her last ounce of strength and told us the following :

“Dear children, don’t cry. T must say good bye to you. I am going
away. I hope I will be welcomed in the other world warmly
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now living in South Bend, Indiana, U.S.A. have done much to aid
those relatives who remained in Poland and required help after the
dislocations and disorganization following World War I. Although
the Sandoks helped generously, they were not alone; the families with-
in the Rabinowitz family remained always closely knit groups,
keeping always in touch with their original family groups. I men-
tion the Sandoks because I lived close to them,

A different chapter about our American family takes up the
family of my deceased sister Alte Cohen with her husband Jeho-
shua.

My oldest sister Alte was married in the small town of Deretchen
to a religious man, Jehoshua Cohen, born in Warsaw, where he
was ordained a Rabbi, and whom our parents kept for many years
so, that Jehoshua should carry on his studies.

Alte was a wise weman full of energy and she had to support
and educate her family in the Jewish tradition all by her self.

I remember how their first born son Berl, who was my com-
panion until they immigrated to America, was considered gifted
and supreme in Talmud, He used to sit days and nights in the
Synagogue and study. All the elder students in the Synagogue
used to ask him various questions. The remaining children were

also brought up in a pure religious faith.

When in 1903 my brother Joseph, blessed his memory, who
owned already a factory in the county of Woodwine, brought all
our family over to America, the family kept to the Jewish traditions
and brought up their children in a strong religious faith, Thanks to
this upbringing, all children and grandchildren remained warm
Jews, despite the fact that practically all had secular high education.

Two grandsons, sons of Zalman and Eide Stern, are both engineers.

Harry and Milton educated their children in Jewish schonls and
keep to the -Jewish tradition. d
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In order to keep alive the memory of the origins of the family
Rabinowitz, a son of the fifth son of Rabbi Moshe and Haika, and
a member of the fourth generation of the Tsadik, Jakov Havar,
Aaron Robbins, now residing in Tacoma, Washington, U. S. A,
allocated a sum of money to publish the first book ‘Generations
of Moshe Rabinowitsch”, For this good deed may his name be
inscribed in the hearts of all the members of the family,

Before we set down the names of the sons of Moshe and let you
see their pictures, we must tell you, that the father of Aaron
Rabbins was Reb Izaak Rabinowitz, may he rest in peace.
He was a valuable link in the chain of the family — a man of
high education and a devoted son. He died in Warsaw, quite young
and was brought to rest in the old Warsaw cemetery, in Row
1414, near the tomb of R. Shatenshtein who was “gabai” (secretary)
of the Nalewki Street Temple and among the religious community
leaders, The inscription on his tomb reads as follows: (In the
original Hebrew the inscription is a poem. The first letters of each
line form the words “Itzchak Isaac”); The memory of a splendid

life urges me to say

Who does not know the straight forwardness of his thinking?
His sense of justice and truth will ever be recalled by all who
knew him. He always strove to move in the paths laid down by
his forefathers.

Quickly was he cut down in his young years.

All will revere his memory.
They will ever do honor to this monument in his memory.

This fine, young ltzchak Izaak, son of Rabbi Moshe Rabinowitz,
departed this life in his 36th year, on Wednesday, the thirteenth
Sivan, in the year 5649 (1889).

It should also be noted here that Bernard and Israel Sandok (the
sons of Yacha Sandok, the fourth daughter of Moshe and Haika)
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The third son of Rabbi Itzchak Izik was Rabbi Aaron Pundik,
who was a scholar and businessman. He lived in Vilna, and in the
yard of his own great house was a synagogue, named after him.
He had five daughters and one son. The eldest, Reise, lived in
Vilna, the second, Chiena and her husband Mirkin in Kiev, the
third Shprinze and her husband Epstein in Grodno, the fourth
Taiba in Vilna; the fifth was Dvoshe Eliashiv, They were all
educated at college.

His son, Nachum Pundik, graduated from the Riga Polytechnic
and the Jurisprudence Faculty at Warsaw University, about 1874
with two gold medals, and owing to his excellent education, was
granted permission to live anywhere throughout Russia, He became
a wealthy businessman, lived a traditional Jewish life and was al-
ways in contact with his friends of the Rabinowitz family.

His fifth daughter Dvoshe, was married in 1879 to a landlord,
Manshe Eliashiv and lived on their estate Rude Javorski, between
Zetil and Deretchen, Manshe was a prominent person and served
for a long time as a judge in his neighborhood. He was the son
of a great landlord who owned thousands of hectares in the days
when only privileged Jews had permission to own.

Those of Dvoshe Eliashiv’s children in Israel are her daughter
Fania Gurfinkel, her daughter Ann with her husband, the advocate
Joseph Mezeritzki, also Ann’s son by her first husband, who was
killed by the Nazis. His name is Julik Ramal and it is interesting
to know that he came during the Six-Day War as a volunteer,
participated in the war, was awarded a medal for courage and is
now a resident of Israel.

One son of Fania’s murdered sister, Rose Weiner, is an engineer,
and was an officer in the Red Army. His name is David Weiner
and he now lives with his wife in Sweden.

Also in Israel is the son of Grisha Epstein and grandson of
Rabbi Aaron Pundik, named Kadish Epstein, with his wife and
three children. He is a teacher of English in the settlement of
Ra’anana,
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not uncommon occurrence long ago. As an elderly woman she
sorrowed that they did not live for if they had there would have
been a “minyan” in the family. A “minyan” is the minimal number
for prayers.

Her devotion and love for her children had no limits and she wish-
ed only that they remain near her, When one of her daughters
married and left to live in her husband’s home city, Haika could
not control her grief. About this time an uncle observing how
deeply the separation from her daughter affected Haika, addressed
her thus: “If all your children remained with you, they would in
time form a little town in which each one would of necessity have
to take his part, however locally — one would have to be a butcher,
another a shoemaker, the third a tailor etc. (In those times the
rabbinical families, their concern for families notwithstanding, were
not so democratic as to accord equality to people with lesser status).
Whereas, if your children will move out into the world, each will
find his proper status and will be able to contribute to his com-
munity according to his background and breeding”. And so it
eventually happened :

As this book of memories and history is being written, only the
youngest child of Moshe & Haika remains alive, Benjamin Rabino-
witz, born July 1862 in Deretchen. Only a few years ago, all
were living and, wherever they lived, they were known as ‘“the
children of Moshe, Rabinowitz family.”

But before they died they proved the wisdom of the words of
Haika’s uncle in responding to the changing times: Jews had
begun to emigrate from Poland to America and to other countries of
the Western world. So it was with Haika and Moshe’s children. A
number of their sons and daughters as well as grandchildren left
Poland for the United States and other countries. The second and
third generations flowing from the union of Haika and Moshe,
scattered to all parts of the world. In the United States there are
now about two hundred people; may they multiply !



did he become that Rabbi Izaak Harif of Slonim summoned him
to be a Judge of the Jewish Court in Slonim.

Meanwhile, Moshe’s father-in-law decided to go to Palestine and
left all of his possessions to Moshe. Dov Behr died in Palestine at
the age of 100 in 1875 and was buried in the old cemetery on the
Mount of Olives, now liberated from the Jordanians, His gra-
vestone says only: “Here lies Dov Ber son of David from
Deretchen. Died in 1875, In those times, Jews came to old Palestine

“to die”. What an undertaking such a journey was then !

After the departure of his father-in-law, Moshe persisted in his
refusal of the position as rabbi. He returned to Deretchen where
he continued his studies & also occupied himself with business. He
did, however, collaborate with Rabbi Chaim Meizel who was then
rabbi of Deretchen.

In 1875, when Moshe’s brother Rabbi Joseph, first son of Rabbi
Izik Havar, died, Moshe was called to Jedvabno to take his brother’s
place. Moshe accepted and became rabbi of Jedvabno.

Now, it is necessary to explain why Moshe became a rabbi, des-
pite his decision not to do so: Among Jews, when there is a
“death bed” request which is not unreasonable, the custom is to
accede to the request. Moshe’s brother, Rabbi Joseph, begged his
congregation, before his death, as his last request, that they call
Moshe to take his place. Moshe continued to be a rabbi in Jedvabno
until his death on August 13, 1893, at 76 years. He, too, had wished
to migrate to Palestine for his last years and had arranged to
leave but became ill and died in Jedvabno, where he was laid to

rest. He had been a very respected religious and spiritual leader.

Haika, Moshe’s wife and the mother of the Rabinowitz family
was a fine example of Jewish womanhood, kind and devoted to
Jewish traditions. She bore sixteen children — ten sons and six
daughters. Two sons & two daughters died while very young — a



ter’s son, Dr. Moshe Glickson born 1878 in Suvalky, migrated to
Palestine and died in Tel Aviv in 1939. He became the editor to
the Hebrew newspaper, “Haaretz” (The Earth) in Tel Aviy,
Ar article on his life and work may be found in the “Encyclopae-
dia Hebraica”, Israel, page 903. A settlement in Israel bears his
name, (Kfar Glickson).

It was my grandfather Moshe, the second son of Rabbi Izik
Havar, who assumed the name of Rabincwitz, Mosha was born in
1817 and was the founder of the family Rabinowitz. The name
means descendants of rabbis. The word is a combination of Hebrew

and Russian.

Rabbi Moshe spent his youth learning Torah, under the super-
vision of his great father. Quite young, he was already a master
of the Torah and a master of the then worldly knowledge as well.
However he did not want to be a rabbi as he believed it unholy
to use the Torah for practical affairs & for earning a living.

In the years of his early manhood in the town of Deretchen
Poland, near Slonim, there lived a well-to-do lover of the Torah,
Dov Behr, son of David, may he rest in peace, who sought a
husband for his only daughter, Haika, He sought a groom who
would be well educated and who would come of a good family.
This was about the time when Rabbi Izik took over the congregation
in Suvalky.

Dov Behr heard of this rabbi and his son Moshe; and he decided
on Moshe, son of Izik, as a suitable groom for Haika, She and
Moshe married and settled in Deretchen. As was often the custom
with very learned Jews in those times, Moshe had no worries about
earning a living, although he because a businessman, because his
father-in-law promised to support him until the marriage of his

first son.

Thus, Moshe could devote himself mainly to his learning of the
old books and became famous as a great Talmudist. So well known
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As a very young man Rabbi Itzchak Izik was already a rabbi in
Rozany, Poland. He was in great demand as a religious leader and
many congregations of different cities invited him to serve them.
From Rozany he went to Wolkowysk, then to Titkin, a city known
as having the best rabbis in the land. The very well-known congre-
gation of Suvalky brought him from Titkin to be their rabbi. In
Suvalky Rabbi Itzchak Izik Havar came to be looked upon as the
greatest rabbi in his time. He continued to serve Suvalky until his
death in 1853.

Among Rabbi Izik’s many works is well known the book titled
“Construction of the World”, now a very valuable text book and
still found among rabbinical works. Many of his writings have
been lost. Because of Rabbi Izik’s modesty, his works were not
published until after his death.

The community of Suvalky founded a School for Talmud studies
and named it after Rabbi Izik. It was called the “Tent of Izik”.
This center of learning was supported by the Chicago—Suvalky
organization in USA until the holocaust of World War II. An eternal
light burned at the grave-side of this great ‘“gaon” and ‘“‘tzadik”
(the recent edition [1967] of the English version of Part I was
read in Israel by David Rabinowitz a grandson of Rabbi Moshe).
David migrated to Palestine in 1926. He returned to Poland to
marry in 1932. On this visit he went to the grave of Rabbi Izik in
Suvalky and saw this light, still burning.

Rabbi Izik had two daughters and three sons, two of whom, for
reasons unknown, changed their surnames: the first son, Rabbi
Joseph Havar, Kept his true name. He was a rabbi in Knyshin and
subsequently in Jedvabno, Poland. Rabhi Joseph was a scholar.
Both books deal with the Talmud and ‘Kabala”, Kabala means
mystical and philosophical writings. These works may still be found
in the scattered libraries which collect religious works.

Rabbi Joseph has three daughters and no sons, One daugh-



THE GENEOLOGY OF THE RABINOVITZ FAMILY

This book is the product of a tradition of nine generations, which
was passed down orally in our family from father to son, from
mother to daughter during the course of two centuries,

This is not a dull collection of names, but living documents and
short pieces of information which reflect their day and age.
The origin of the family is in the small villages of Lithuania.

The previous generations included prominent men, businessmen,
a dynasty of rabbis and scholars, whose names and memories have
remained among those from the Diaspora to the present day.

My uncle, Reb Mordechai, was the first in our family who gathe-
red and sorted out one by one every piece of information and
tradition that he obtained from members of his family. He also
wrote a short book which was printed in a first edition in Tel
Aviv in 1928. My second uncle, Reb Benjamin Rabinovitz, ex-
pressed the desire to publish a wider and more complete edition.
Unfortunately he did not complete his project during his liftime.

My oldest brother, Joseph Rabinovitz, exerted much effort to
acquire the material from our uncle, Reb EBenjamin, which he left
in New York, and before I left the United States to travel to
Israel in 1950 he handed me the material and requested that I try
to complete the book which Reb Benjamin had started.

Many years passed until I retired from my position in the De-
partment of Agriculture on a pension. Then I found the time to
fulfill my duty and carry out my deceased brother's request. 1
labored hard in gathering the remaining material, and added what
I had found from different sources in Israel as well as from my
relatives in the United States.

15



saw the true picture of our fathers, who bequeathed to humanity
the real divine belief in the great and beautiful ideology of our
great prophet, Isaiah. They convinced themselves that it would be
wrong to sever the strong ties that bind us to our past, and that
we must hold on with all our strength to our old-new homeland,
Israel, where our nation will be able to enrich the world with its
hidden spiritual treasures, which up to now were strange and

unknown to them.

We have lived to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the State of
Israel. All the world, and even we ourselves, wender at the great
progress we have made in such a short time, despite the harrass-
ments of our neighboring enemies, and our own shortcomings,
brought from different Diaspora countries.

All this convinces us of how important it is to learn and to
know deeply the heritage of our past.

Let our children and grandchildren delve into the history and
cultural contents of the structure of 9 generations of our large
family, which included learned rabbis, social workers, honest mer-
chants, scholars and professionals in different parts cof the world,
who for years maintained friendly contact with one another, and
helped one another in times of need.

In a period of nearly 200 years, one could find no criminals and
certainly no murderers among many hundreds of thousands of
Jews.

Despite this, murderers of the 20th century from different
nationalities in a terrible way Kkilled and murdered and only from
our own family about 200 persons were murdered, only because
of their being Jews.

Their names are commemorated for posterity in this book,
May it serve future generations of our family as material for

thoughts and for remembrance.

Yours faithful friend of the 5th generation.
Chaim Rabinovitz
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In our family book you will find the history of 9 generations
spanning more than 200 years, At the end of the book you will find
a list of nearly 200 members of our family Kkilled on “Kidush
Hashem” by the German murderers in the years 1940—43.

Blessed be their Memory.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE INTRODUCTION

I wrote the first part of the introduction some years ago, before
our young army had achieved its great Six-Day victory over our

neighboring enemies.

I was then too pessimistic in describing the ‘“gulf” which sepa-

rates our past from the future.

But “what time will do .. the brain won’t” says our Hebrew
proverb., Our youngsters’ wonderful victory over an enemy nume-
rically and in arms so superior to us, convinced us that the strong
ties which have bound us spiritually for thousands of years with
our people, cannot be severed, and constitute the secret of our

inner strength,

Our youth, whilst going to fight our enemies, saw the vision of
a thousand years of martyrdom, starting with the Babylonian
Diaspora, the Crusaders, Spanish Inquisition, all kinds of blcod
libels, pogroms, and so were accompanied by the holy spirits of
the six million murdered Jews. And they saw before their eyes
the terrible destruction, which could be wrought by enemies on
the last remnants of our nation, making their last stand in the
last free and independent corner: the State of Israel.

The Six-Day War aroused from their slumbers the greater part
of the Jewish nation, which is dispersed all over the world,

The whole of our nation, which was temporarily under the nar-
cotic effect of alien surroundings and under the spell of false
ideologies, suddenly woke up from their sleep, and with open eyes



that his father Terach worshipped c¢f, and discovered the idea
of monotheism, and after him Moses the deliverer of Jews from
Egyptian slavery, whilst leading his brothers, the Jewish Nation
through the desert to their old home in Israel, was honoured with
the Torah which contains the finest ethical rules, the ten command-
ments which are the foundations of the Jewish Nation for thou-
sands of years. The heirs of our religion, the gentiles, who made a
deity out of a straying son of our nation, have regretably mis-

interpreted our ethical rules,

For example: according to christian legend their God expressed
himself thus: “It somebody smites you on your cheek turn the
other cheek” but in reality what happened? Not only did they turn
the other cheek, but murderously pulled the teeth of the Jewish
dead whom they slaughtered cruelly with their own hands, as did

the Nazis towards the innocent Jews.

In their whole history they bathed in rivers of Jewish blood,
always fought between themselves and in their leisure time hunted
the wild beasts,

And we Jews, despite being forced for thousands of years to a
history of martyrdom, kept our fathers’ tradition. We always held
to the verse: “The voice is the voice of Jacob, the hand the hand

of Essau”.

We always dreamt of a future in accord with Isaiah’s prophecy.
He preached peace and brotherhood between all nations, not like
the wild communist leader Stalin, who drowned the idea of future
pseudo-socialism in rivers of blood of innocent people, especially
Jews, Considering all the above mentioned, I came to the conclusion,
that it is necessary and important to leave for the near friends,
for the future generation of our Rabinowitz family, a short
history of our family, to which it is a honour to belong. Remem-

ber and retain their traditions.



The greater part of the towns in Russia, Poland and Lithuania
where Jews lived were culturally built by Jews, The commerce
and industry were developed by Jews, Skilled workers and artisans
were Jews, as were the professional white collar workers : phy-
sicians, engineers, lawyers, pharmacists and teachers, The Jewish
people took a very active part in the last epoch of progress.

Jews have always been in the vanguard of the fight against
reaction and slavery, and freedom and brotherhood of humanity

and of all nations,

It is regrettable that the Gentiles in the past and present, dis-
like us, consider us an inferior nation, a nation of cowards, idlers,
parasites, and even our own younger generation in the world and
partially even in our own country, not knowing our past history,
react shamefully towards the so-called Diaspora Jews, saying that
the youth of past generations were physical weaklings, melancholy,
sad, shy and always under the influence of their parents. A num-
ber of our young people permit themselves to criticize the Diaspora
Jews for going like sheep to their slaughter without fight. They
forget that greater nations with organized armies gave in to the
terrible and murderous might of the Germans, and surrendered
while Jewish youth, without adequate arms, in hostile surroun-
dings and without help from anyone, managed to withstand the
Germans in the hopeless fight in the ghettos.

'To liquidate the gap existing between the past and present in
our history was the desire of many of those left after the dest-
ruction of 6 million, a third of our nation. We are living witnesses
to that last epoch and we are determined to perpetuate the memory
of our people and the history of our families.

Our general Jewish pedigree starts with Father Abraham and
not in vain do we repeat three times a day in our prayers ‘‘the God
of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jakob”, as our great grand-
father Abraham was the first to destroy and to burn the idols



INTRODUCTION

A deep abyss separates our generation from the past two thou-
sand years of martyrdom and pain. The loss of a third of our
nation and the terrible picture of the uprooted and decimated
Jewish communities, the socalled last remnants, helped us find the
strength to fight for our own state — the State of Israel — for
which our nation always yearned in the long years of the Diaspora.

The economic and cultural development of our State is prog-
ressing rapidly. We have fast achieved the status of a nation
among nations; but unfortunately we are systematically growing
further away from our true selves, and from our thousand years
of old traditions.

We hardly remember that the basis on which we built the
Jewish nation for many long generations of Diaspora was perse-
cution, strife, pogroms and all kinds of edicts, but that never-
theless we never gave in.

We always nurtured and developed in ourselves the life of the
spirit. We produced great men and rabbis, cultural wonders, scien-
tists, but we held strongly to the dictates of our religion: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself”, and to holy family ties:
“You shall not steal”, “You shall not kill”’, “Honor your father
and mother”. We, always regarded with repulsion the evil, and
violence of our neighbors and landlords.

Under the most degrading conditions, we always kept our spirit,
we gave our children the best education, Jewish and secular, we
helped one another,

In the past the Jews not only showed unheard of power of
resistance against all persecution, not only procured for themselves
means of livelihood, but helped to develop culturally and econo-
mically the countries in which they lived as a minority.
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INTRODUCTION

Chaim, my dear husband and friend,

As you read these words, which I dedicate to you on our wed-
ding anniversary (3 August), go back with me and remember the
past.

Do you recall our meeting after World War II, as two represen-
tatives of our beloved families, who had been slaughtered by the
Nazis, how we embraced and held one another close, sharing our
emotions and sorrows, We felt great happiness at seeing one ano-
ther while at the same time we suffered the pain of the loss of
those most dear to us.

Do you recall our endless conversations and the mutual sharing
of our individual experiences, the stories of my life and of all you
had gone through.

Remember how we shared the peaks and depths of our expe-
riences and how we laughed and cried together.

Do you recall the chapter of your visit to the U.S.A. and your
two-year stay there in the friendly and warm home of our dearest
Rose, Milton and Clara Rabinovitz and other members of the fa-

mily; and then — last chapter, your coming home to me, to Israel.

May my words, simple but from the heart, find response in your
soul. I pray they may convey to you my gratitude for your courage,
your deep sense of humor, your zest and love for life, people,
affairs of the world, All nature is embodied in that eternally-
young spirit which is yours.

To you, my dear husband and comrade.

Regina



After making the author’s acquaintance by chance, I spent
many long hours thirstily drinking from the cool, thirst-quenching
waters of his personality.

I discovered among his many writings an unexplored treasure-
house of wisdom and knowledge, cultural riches and deep original
thought.

Not all of his writings have been included in this book of
memoirs ; much has remained stored up in his family‘s archives.
But the material which has been chosen for this book is typical
and representative of his compositions and of the history of his
wide-spread family.

His ability to observe details is without doubt one of the author’s
basic qualities; his keen eye notes everything. He does not ignore
details, therefore every detail is a complete world in itself.

Chaim Rabinovitz makes each detail come alive and serve as
the foundation of the book.

Memoirs are not intended for light reading. They are somewhat
like a scientific text, intended for specific audiences who love to
delve deep in order to trace the strands of tradition which main-
tain continuity between the past generation and the future one.

The reader who retains the author’s words, their echoes and the
warmth of their nuances as they appear in the book, will undergo
a profound experience.

*

The past is not a final event, It affects us in different ways.
We are its direct continuation, and at the same time we stand
apart from it as observers and even as judges, Our acceptance
or rejection of the past, therefore, can determine our future course.

This book contains the author‘s autobiography: here is the
story of the author‘s life as a whole, his personality development,
the development of his activities as a result of personal factors.

The author is to be commended for gathering together the frag-
ments of the history of his multi-branched family, and for preser-

ving its values and treasures till now,
Jacob Weiner



A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR

“Consider the years of many generations —
Ask... thine elders, and they will tell thee’
Deut 32,7

In Israel, one sometimes meets, among immigrants from the Dias-
pora, outstanding individuals, usually elderly, intelligent, enlightened-
men, rich in experience, who know how to relate the occurrences
of their lifetime, what they have seen or taken part in doing.
Many of these stories contain much of general, social and national
value, and many of the facts that they recall from their own lives
or from those of sects and communities in Israel, and from the
lives of important personalities with whom they had personal con-
tact, could serve as a lesson for future generations — an example
of good deeds and of creative public service,

I felt this strongly while listening to the reminiscences presented
in this book, Mr. Chaim Rabinovitz has written in his fine style,
in similar, popular language — clear and unprejudiced, seeking
just one goal : to tell the truth just as he has treasured it in his
memory.

For two years he worked to unfold his many memories of his
life and deeds upon these pages. All of his paths are paths of
honesty, and he has followed them faithfully to the present day
— May God add many more years to his full life !

I had the opportunity of reading the author’s manuscript of this
book, and to see how skilfully he wove each thread into a tapestry,
to create the narrative of an honest, active man, faithful not only
to his people and homeland but also to Man and his eternal suffe-
ring.

This Jewish humanistic loyalty which Mr. Rabinovitz has dis-
played throughout his life is not merely an inner emotion, but
is an active source of good deeds.



In Memory of the Destruction, by Chaim Rabinowitz

Last Will and Testament, by Moshé Pytkowsky

The Victims of our Family exterminated by the Nazis

Remnants of the Family Rabinowitz living in Israel

Remnants of Regina’s Father and Mother’s family living in Israel

SCROLLS OF FIRE
BLESS THE LORD, OH MY SOUL, Poetry and Tears

EPILOGUE

1. Family of Rabbi Moses and Chaika Rabinowitz
2 B ” David Rabinowitz

3 % » Jacob Rabinowitz

4 % » Leib Rabinowitz

5. & » Joseph Rabinowitz

6 ”” Simcha Rabinowitz

i »?” Sandock & Rich

8 = ” Weissman-Rabinowitz

95 »?  ” Klein (children of Isaac Rabinowitz)
10. »  »” Pitkowsky

a2, * ”? Rabbi Meir Wershblowsky

12, » »? Aron Pundik

13. »”  ” Regina



CONTENTS :

A word about the author, by Jacob Weiner

Introduction, by Regina

Introduction & a supplement to the Introduction, by Ch. Rabinowitz
The Geneology of the Rabinowitz family, by Ch. R.

A short resumée of the History of our family, by Ch. R.

Vision and Consolation in our day, by Jacob Weiner

The Family Tree of Moshé and Haika Rabinowitz, by Ch. R.

Family of Leib Rabinowitz

Family of Alter Rabinowitz

Family Kohen

Family Jacha Rabinowitz-Becker

Children of Benjamin Rabinowitz

Children of Mordechai Rabinowitz
Children of Yacha Sandock

Family of David Rabinowitz

Family of Sol Robins

Family of Berman

Family of Robert Krechevsky

Morris Rabinowitz, Son of Berl Rabinowitz
Family of Shprinza Pytkowsky, daughter of Moses Rabinowitz
Family of J. Pytkowsky

Family of Liberman

Archie and Jetta Land

Family of Isaac Rabinowitz, Son of Moses

Several Words at the end of the book, by Chaim Rabinowitz
Memorial Fragments, by Regina

The Poetry of Mrs Regina Rabinowitz, by J. Weiner

O World, by Regina Rabinowitz

In Blood and Fire my Home is gone, by Regina Rabinowitz
Images, by Regina Rabinowitz






Chaim and Regina



CHAIM RABINOWITZ

9 GENERATIONS

200 YEARS MEMORIES OF OUR FAMILY

TEL-AVIV, 1970





