




THE golden seal of the United Jewish Federation with its 
traditional seven-branched candelabra and sprig of myrtle, 

flower of peace, has become a familiar symbol in Pittsburgh of 
human welfare, for the Federation which it represents exists 
to improve and enrich lives at home and abroad. The Federa- 
tion is an association of people who have banded together 
voluntarily to help others and themselves deal with the condi- 
tions of everyday living, and it is a giant undertaking. It devel- 
ops and coordinates local social, educational, and health serv- 
ices used by thousands of persons annually in Pittsburgh. It 
raises more than one and one-half million dollars each year to 
help tens of thousands more in all parts of the world who bene- 
fit from the programs of the organizations it supports. It 
substitutes planned progress for haphazard growth, minimizes 
multi-appeal fund-raising and duplication of service and as- 
sures the most effective distribution of the philanthropic dollar.

Fifty years of hard work, good leadership, and unity of pur- 
pose have made the organization a powerful instrument for 
expressing the wishes of Pittsburgh Jewry and for carrying out 
its responsibilities. On its golden anniversary, the United Jewish 
Federation is a vital force for the good of the entire community. 
Flexible and dynamic, sensitive to shifting needs and changing 
ways of meeting them, the Federation embodies to the fullest 
the ancient Hebrew concept of Tzedakah, which is not just 
charity but righteousness, loving kindness, and social justice.

Our Federation today is a reflection of our time, and its 
services are as many and varied as people’s needs. All of the 
problems that an individual faces or a family faces, the Federa- 
tion deals with many times over. It encompasses a world of 
human experience. No wonder then that the Federation is so 
many things to so many people. For the Federation is people. 
It’s a family, a friend, a partnership with the community. It’s 
the conscience of the community. It’s a life process in itself. The 
United Jewish Federation does not belong to any one person 
but to each individual who needs it and to all of the 16,000 who 
give to it. This is our Federation.
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