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~rWord 

m e finished product you hold in your hand is the result of many individuals' cumulative time 

'-:mf effort. First and foremost, as with all Yeshiva of Philadelphia's projects, the inspiration and 

May this commemorative journal serve as a שליט"אחישיכח.ראשיguidance come from the 

שמיםשםקידוש and aרוחנחת for theחישיכח.ראשי

. t שProducing a masterpiece such as this requires one individual to plan, direct and carry it o 

From its p\anning stage to its final completion, from compiling artic\es to \ayout and design, Rabbi 

Pinchas Lando shouldered the responsibi\ity of producing this work. It bears his imprint in so many 

. ways 

Rav Sholom Kamenetsky and Rav Yehudah Svei also contributed to the completion of this book. 

Their input, suggestions and expertise were invaluable, and they deserve our great appreciation. 

The staff of Artech, and Boruch Mordechai Wenger in particular, worked miracles. Their ability 

to synthesize so many ideas and concepts into the beautiful designs before you is nothing short of 

. to publish many more works of such stature זונחand be חילאלמחילremarkab\e. May they go 

The bulk of the writing that appears in this journal is the work of Rabbi Shaul Dov Miller. It is an 

 eloquent expression of his professionalism and incisive understanding .לאור"אתוחילוכוחו."שר

We hope that you and your family will enjoy reading this historic document as much as we en­

joyed preparing it- and that you will cherish the memories and inspiration therein for many years 

to come. 

Yossi Stern 
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דברתחפ

 ,)'יכה'(ויקאראיהיובל

ti כ:גr וrוfוrוכוכרנדכti ורfti כיס
ס) ti"י ti(ר:כלנדל:כס tiנכקינrו

הקב"הלפניחביבהזההשבטהיהלויבניאתפקדיז)פרק(במדברתנחרמאבמדרשיאתא

ימיםהקב"הבראכיצדגר'ישראלשבטימכלאותרובחרדאב)(שמואלשנאמרהשבטיםמכליותר

(שם)שנאמרמהםאחדולושברעיםבראוכר'מהםאחדולושניםבראוכר'מהםאחדלווברר

עכ"ל.וכר'יובלזהשנההחמשיםשנתאתוקדשתם

בדיניואחדכליובל,שלשבתשביעית,שלשבתבראשית,שבתשבתרת,שלשלנר"הנה

מ'רשרתלגמרייציאהודאי,דרורערה"ב,מסודעולמים,'לחיי'ומנוחהמסודעניכםוכולםשלו,

תרדה".)"דעתבספררזצרק"לירוחם 'ו( ".'עליוהמרשלהבוראלוישכיהאדםידע'למעןבעלים',

ישיבתנושלהחמישיםשנתהיובלחגאתלחוגהזה,לזמןרהגיענרוקיימנושהחיינובררך

שרשיולהכירלבררלהתבונן.אותנושמחייבובולטנכבדזמןהואהיובלשנתהקדושה.

הצלחתה,סודמהרהגדול.מעמדהלעצמהקנהואיךהלום,עדהגיעהאיךישיבתנו,והתפתחות

הדוגמתילחמוסונעשהאיךבוגריה.כלעלמוכרתשארפיינתההמיוחדתצביונההשיגואיך

אליה.ישראלכלעיניאשרתרדהבנישלבעולמווהמופתי

שלתרדההזכריהואישיבהשלוכברדהתורה,אלאכברדשאיןחז"להררינוכברובאמת,

תרדה.חידושישלקובץלארדשנוציאהיההראוישמןובוראישלה.חייםהרוחהןשהןהישיבה,

להנפש.הגרףהקדמתאלאהזההקונטרסואיןהוא,כןאכן



ואיפהאיךלדעתהישיבהשלתלמידכלחמדתודור.דודשנותבינועולםימותזכורכתיב

הקדושהתורתנולנוגילהוכברולתפילה.לתורהנתגדלשבוהגדולביתביתו,יסודינתייסדו

לך.ויאמרוזקניךויגידואביךשאלידיעלהואודורדורשנותהבנתשדרך

***** 

מעלייתאמילימהנימרלןלימאפפאברלרפדםדכאליהאמר ).ח(ברכותבחז"לאיתא

ה'אוהבוכתיבמאיחסדארבאמרהכיליהאמרכנישתאדניבמיליחסדאדובמשמיהואמרת

ומבתיכנסיותמבתייותרבהלכההמצוייניםשעריםה'אוהביעקבמשכנותמכלציוןשערי

(תהיליםכתיבוהנהבהלכה,המצוייניםשעריםשלבגדר"ציון"חז"לשדרשוהרי .עכ"למדרשות

לדורתספרולמעןאומנותיהפסגולחילהלבכםשיתרמגדליה.ספרווהקיפוחציוןסבויד)יג,מח

ולספורלהקיפהקבלהמדברינצטווינואשרבהלכההמצוייניםשעריםנפרש "ון"ציכאןגםאחרון.

אחרון.לדורלספרנוכלאנחנוגםזה"יעהלאבארמונה.ולפסוגלחילה.לבינולשיחגםמגדליה.

זרענו.ומפימפינוימושולאהזאתהתורהודבריוזקיננו,מאבינושקבלנומה

הואאשרהחומרבבנייתבנין.כלסדרהואכןלהנפש,הגוףשהוקדםהאדםבריאתכסדר

העיקרהיאאשרהצורה,אבלבהחומר,ונתבונןנביןזהבקונטרסכן.כמוהצורה.כךאחרמקבל

"ספרלאורלהוציאאנחנומתכונניםלבא.תורה,זהיהכבודוסוףמרובה,עבודתהוהתכלית,

והדרהפארהעיקרהםאשרשליט"א,הישיבההראשיהגאוניםמרנןמשיעורינלקטשםהיובל",

בעזהשי"ת.הקרובבעתידשיופיעהישיבה,מבוגריתורהוחידושיישיבתנו,של

ותקהוידו,עלותתחזקובהישיבה,משנותכםמזכרתהזההקונטרסשיהאותקרתנו,הפלתנו

לקבלהזאתהשנהלנצלותזכולו,המיוחדדרכועלואחדאחדכלדרככם,לחזקהזאתההזדמנות

כשםשיהיה,הואשהיהמהנחמןא"רתשנ"ו)רמז(תהיליםבילקוטאיתאחדשה.רעננותמחדש

כעבאלהמישנאמרלעתידלהםעושההואכךכבודבענניממצריםישראלאתהקב"השנטל

להגיעעתידים"המגדלות"שכלנו',בירושלםלהיותעליזותגינאותכמהמגדליה,ספרותעופינה.

בב"א.ינו"ן.בביאתבתפארתה,שםלראותהיחדכולנושנזכהולראילירושלם,



בס"ד

בדודינותודחמרביצימגדוליהגאוניםחונניםכברדמעלתאל

שליט"אקמנצקישמואrורביוהגאוןשליט"אשווייאיי'רביהגאון

יחיו.עליהםה'פילאדלפיא,ישיבתרו"מ

במשךתרדהבניעדריםגדללזכיתםשאתםלשמועשמחנו

שנה.חמישיםשלארוכהתקופה

ויראהתורהמרביצימופלגים,חכמיםתלמידימהםשישוכידוע

חלקכם.טובמהיתפאר,ישראלבהםעמנו,תפוצותבכל

רבותערדתורהלהוסיףתזכובוראילכןמצרהגוררתומצדה

הטהורהכשאיפתכםולתעודהלתודההרבהתלמידיםולהעמידבשנים

בב"א.הגואלובאיגוןיבראעתעד

יעתירועתירהבברכהיצ"וברקבני

a..ק"~,. 'Aז~\'.י"...,.· 
1 . G..r ·~( 

;, ~!tונ ~ r i'o ז~
 t ·ג. lכ 1ע-



'"פקובץי ·.:היודהוב"כי
םאדוזכררז

 :ברiכבנ-~
J _ 

 . t ~ fl ~~ /.J /ןi l:.בם".ד

ברהכמכתב

-- ; 

א tפילאערלפהגדולה nיישב nליסודשניםיובלמלאתלרגל nשמח nרבחמזו

 .ש~וויאליחורביהגדולחגאןואח"ר o.יידידבראשותהגודלחביתא,·חו
א. nשלטיםpינציקשמואלרביהגדולגאון m Mש(יט''

לעחוJ.בדשליט"אתווחגדוליהרבניםוצוותהר"ינחגת nביחשיבח nזכת ץ'J'ב .
ןמחננ~םבתיהםשיסדותלםיידםלי11ווcירם o.מירות o.יקומחשנותב~

אתלחעמוד ,'nקבישיכחיקשבלוחטחורחיחנוךפיעלובנויתהםבניםת

התורהמיסרתאתלחמשידזכוגםוונםח • mו nט'בשחקפחחהייםוד.יס

ד '1חבתיוהקמתקחדושותביישבותלתלמיידםתורתחובצתע"ילוגיס
 "קשרים.צאןלצעייר

ם pיחזשקחבח"שליט"אהגאוניםחשייnבראשילונעכ"בברכתחנני

תווורבחרבצתהקדושהבעבודתםלהמשךיויזכוושלוח,איתנתבבדואתו
 • .ntועמל ·חתןרחר,eןלורומםישראל,ביתלעוארתתלמיידםוהעמדת nריזוא

'iו rlt -"'ו ,ר<יי?'? _"ו'G.# .ei"J ~ '1' ~ -4.~ןוו 



אלישיבשלו'יוסף .
ירושלים.

תשס"דטבתי''בבס"ד , 

ראשיידידיבראשותיצ"ודפילדלפיהלישיבהנתונהברכתי
שליט"א .שוויהגר"אהגדולים .הגאוניםדגולהמתיבתא
היובל.חגיגתלקראתשליט"אקמינצקיוהגר"ש

. . 

ביתובאאולפנאמביתראשוןנטעבהיותהלהרא~וניםזכות
קוטלראחרוןהג"רהישיבהראשמרןיסדאשר-גבוהמדרש

ת"חשלעדריםעדריםגידלה-הקמתהמעת iזצוקלל"ה:
ויר"ש.

שליט"אהישיבהראשייזכוכי-שמיהקמיארעואיהא
זה,חשובתורהמרכזולחזק .בפעלםלהמשיך-ותוY.נכ?'מנהלי'
נחתמתוך .בתוה"ק bהשוקדיבתלמדייםגבולםלהרחיב
הדעת.והרחבת

 .]&התורהבברכת



זני"לקוטלראחרךרניהגאוןמרך



 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~אל~~ק~ mמםתת~~ת

ישראלשלרבןמרן

זצרק"לקרםלראהרןריבהגאון

אשהושל-קטןשלתודחתלמודבעניך
מהנכדים)אחד(כנראה-מצרהנכרדרשה

א.

מעשהנחשבהאםמה"תלהסתפק.ישחינוך.מדיןמדרבנןאלאכמצורתחייבשאינוקטן

גםאפשרר"תולדעתשכר,מקבלהריהומחריבשאינושאףוערשה,מצררהשאינוכמישלומצרה

כלל.מצרהלמעשהנחשבקטןשלמעשהאיןשמאארכזה.מעשהעללנרך

צריכותדלמ"ד .כרנהצריכותמצרותאםכ)נח(ר"הכמחלוקתתלויזהדברולכאורה

לעניךשאמררכמומחשכה.לואיןשקטןכיוןלמצורה.כללנחשבקטןשלמעשהאיןכונה

פסולהשחיטתווקטןסימנים,לחתיכתכרונהנעישחיטהחכמיםשלדעת ,)כינ(חוליןשחיטה

רכןכשרה.קטןשחיטתכלל,כשחיטהכונהצריךשאיןנתןר'ולדעתמחשכה.לושאיןמשרם

למ"דאךכלל.מצרהקירםכעשייתואיןמחשכהלושאיןכיוןכונהצריכותלמ"דכמצרותהוא

 .וערשהמצררהשאינוכמישהרימסתברילקטןלויששמעשהכיוןכרנהצריכותאינן

אע"פקדשיםכשחיטתפסולשקטן(שם)רש"ישדעתקדשים,משחיטתמשמערכן

כיוןמחשכה,לושאיןשאע"פסוכריםהתרס'אךמחשכה.לושאיןכיוןקאי,לשמןשסתמא

ששחטוכמיכמתעסק,חשיבדעתברשאינוכיוןאלאהדין.מעיקרכשרהשחיטתולשמןשסתמא

ניודעדווקאהיינוכשרה,שחיטתוחוליןלשםששוחטשמיראע"פשפסול.חוליןשהואוחשב

חוליןנהמתהואשוחטשהואשמהוסכורקדשיםששוחטכלליודעשאינואםאךים. !Uקישהוא

ששוחטשחשבוכמיחשוכהיועתרשאיןקטןבשחיטתהואוכןמתעסק.משוםפסולהשחיטתו

כמתעסק.שדינרדמיחולין

PAGE 
13 

נראהשמעשייתוכיוןהריכרנה.צריכותאינןראמולמאןמצרהשעשהקטןרלפי"ז

להם.ישמעשהשהרילמצרה,עשייתונחשבתכמתכריך.שערשה

בגטשמועילכשםכונה.צריכותמצוותלמ"דגםיועיללכאורהגביועלעומדגדולאםאכן

אלאקטןשלכמעשההחסררןשאיןמשרםשם),(חוליןהתרס'לדעתכחליצהרכןכ)ככ(גיטין

הגדולידיעללוישכרנהרגםמתעסק.אינוכנררמרדיערגניועלעומדוכשהגדולידיעתו,מחמת

גניו.עלעומדכשגדוללמצרהקטןשלמעשהנחשביהארא"כגניו.עלשעומד

DED I CATED TO THE ROSHEI YESHIVA AND THE HANHAL1 

BY THE RAJCHENBACH FAMILY , CHICAGO , ILLINOIS -~@::--



זנ"לקוטלראחרךרכיהגאוןמרך

שליחות,בושישבדבררקמהניגביועלעומדשגדולהיאהרמב"ןבשםהרשב"אשיטתאך

בשליחותהיתההקטןכתיבתאםמסופקיםוכשאנוהבעל,בשליחותשנעשההגטבכתיבתכגון 1

אבלהבעל.בשליחותשכתבבכךונחשבציוויו.פיעלעושהשהקטןהגדולעמידתמועילהבעל,

לאבעלים,שליחותצריךהשחיטההכשרשאיןשחיטה,כגוןשליחות 'בהםשייךשלאבדברים

נחשבשיהאגביועלעומדגדוליועיללאשבגופובמצוותולפי"זגביו.עלעומדגדולמהני

שליחות.בהםשאיןכיוןמצרה,למעשה

* 
PAGE 
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(יבמותמהגמ'זאתהוכיחוגביו.עלעומדגדולכאשרכוונהלקטןשיששכתבוהתרס'והנה

כשרה.חליצתוהיתההמיעוטשלולאמשמעאיש,שנאמרמשוםנתמעטשקטןחליצהלעניךב)קד

כונה.לואיןוקטןבפניהם,להתירכונהשצריךואע"פכשירה,קטןשחליצתכןסובראמנםיוסירד'

קושיאתירץשליחות,בהםשאיןבדבריםגביועלעומדגדולמועילשאיןשסוברהרשב"אאמנם

מכאןראיההביאוהתרס'אךדעת.בווישמקחשמקחועשרכבןבתינוקרקמיעוטשצדיךזו,

בחליצה.אףומהניגביועלעומדכגדולהוינעשית,היאבבי"דשחליצהשכיון

עלעומדוגדוללגדלותסמוךשהואבקטןשחיטהלהועילצדיךנפשךשממiדנמצאולפי"ז

התרס.'כדעתגביועלעומדשה~דולמצדאוכהרשב"א,כונהלושישמצדאוגביו,

לושאיןמשוםקדשיםלשחיטתפסולשהקטןה"ו)פ"א(פסהמ"קהרמב"םמש"כתמוהולפי"ז

לגדלות,הסמוךקטןאפי'ופוסלמחלקאינוהרמב"םוה;יגביו.עלעומדגדולואפילומחשבה
גםלהועילצריךוזהגביו.עלעומדוגדוללגדלותהסמוךבקטןעכ"פלהכשירהיהצריךולהאמור

בשליחות.ישגהקדשיםשחיטתשהדיהדשב"א,לשיטת

אלאהתודהמןמצוחלמעשהנחשבקטןשלמעשהאין ,נונחצריכותמצוותשלמ"דנתבארוחנה

 .יויעללאגיברעלעומדגדולגםרלהרשב"א ,חינוךמדיןמדרבנן

ב.

הכלנשכילאלאמתקייםהעולםאיןנשיאהיהודהרנימשרםלקישוישאמר

אינוליהאמרמאי,רדידךדידילאנייפפארבליהאמררנן.ביתשלתינוקות

ב)קיט(שנתחטא.נרשאיןלהבלחטאנרשישהבלדרמה

* 
כלעםפפאודבאביישלתודתםשכןבהם,המעייןשלודוחולבואתמסעיריםאלוחז"לדברי

חטא,בושאיןתינוקותשלפיהםהבלואילוהעולם, .אתלקייםבכוחהאיןוקדושתה,טהרתה

גודם.החטאכמהעדללמדנוקיים,העולםבזכותו

~~-
·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

זקניםשלמפיחם



איןכרנה,צריכותמצורתשלמ"דלעילנתבארשהריהסער'אתלהשקיטבזהאיןעדייןאך

מצרה,מקייםהואשעכ"פוערשהמצררהאינובכללאינורגםכלל,מצרהקיוםקטןשלבמעשה

העולם.אתהמקייםהואפיושהבליתכןואךיכלל,מצרהבעשייתואיןכונהלושאיןקטןמשא"כ

אלאושנכתם,שלהמצרהבגדרתלויהשאינהמציאותהיאעצמהמצדשהתורהמזהומוכח

תלמודושאניבה.תלויהעולםוקיוםהבריאה,כלשורששהיאהתורהשלמהותהעצםהיאשכך

שאףהתודה,בעסקכןהדברואיןכלום,נטילתואיןציוויאיןשאםלולבכגוןמצוות,משאדתודה

נפש(עי'ישראל.שלנשמתםשורשוהיאלעולם,קדמהשהיאתורה,כאןישהשינוןמצותללא

קירם.זכרתלוהנותנתהיאבעולםתורהשלומציאותה .)ד"שהחיים

ךאבתודה.העסקמכוחאלאיאנוהעולםשויקםהדי ,כללתודהתלומדשליצויויההלאאםוגם

ברשאיןרב.ןיבתשלתינוקותשלפיהםבחלישבחזרומעלהבר,מוערבהחטאיהאשלאבדברישתניא

חטא.

חובה.ידילצאתכדילמצווהבכוונהצודןאיןתודהתלמודשבמצוותשפירמבוארולפי"ז

כלום,עשייתואיןמצרהמקייםאינושאםמצוותבשארודוקאכונה.צריכותמצוותלמ"דאפילו

בלאשאףתורהבתלמודמשא"ככלום.בהאיןעשייתווגםמצרה,מקייםאינוכונהחסרכאשר

לימודלונחשבמעשהלושישבקטןגםולכן .לוישמצרהקירםגםממילאתורה,בגדרהויכוונה

תודה.תלמודשלמצרהלקיוםהתודה

ג.

נדברילעסוקוצרנוכמצותיוקדשנואשרשמואלאמריהודהא"רמנרךמאי

המנונארבאמרונו,'העמיםמכלכנובחדאשראמרהמנונאודבונו',תורה,

לגולהו.נימרינהוהלכךשבברכותמעולההיאזו

לתורהוקילוסלמקוםהודאהכהשישלפיהתורהשבכרכותמעולהוברש"י,

ב)יא(כדנותולישראל.

בר,יששהמצרהממעשהחרץעצמובפניעניןחראתרדהשתלמודהמדגניתאאתשהעלינולאחר

תלמודשאיןכיוןכשלהבת,לנומאירהמכולןמעולהבנרבחראשרשכרכתהגמ'שמסקנתהדי

קדשנואשרהיאברכתםכןועללעשרתם,שנצטוינומכךהואשיסודםמצוותכשארתורה

הצרויללאגםעצמהמנחבבריאהפעולתהפועלתשהיאתורהתלמודמשא"כ .וצרנובמצוותיו

ובחידתהתורהנתינתעללמקוםוהודאהקילוסהשבח,ברכתאלאברכתהעיקראיןושבבתם,של

העמים.מכלישראל

מןהיאהרמב"םולדעתחז"ל,מתקנתהיאהתפילהשחובתאףשעלבתפילהמציכןזהוכעין

מצרהקיוםבלאאףלעצמודברהיאהתפילהשמציאותמשרםוהיינוברכה.להתקנולאהתורה,

לדיריהשגםאע"פ-המצוות,בכללבתגיתהתפילהחובתאיןהרמב"ןשלדעתכשםבה.שיש

מצרה,שאינה-אלאלבבכם".בכל"ולעבדונאמרזהשעלשכלב,ענודהמה"תנחשבתתפילה

עלברכהתקנולאולכןצרכיו.ולספקבקשתולמלאותשבידרממייבקשלצרכיוהזקוקשכן

תפילה.

יט"אשהתורהשרשרתמשמיכוהאומהמאורי

תבכהלאי'עולםולחכתכםגחלתכםתלחשח r:נ
ושמפחתושטעוןיוסףאהרןלד"נמכךכהמאחלים

-~@:::--



זני"לקוטלראהרןרכיהגאוןמרך

חראשגדרההמצוות,ברכתלחתקנולאציויו,שלמכוחהחיותהיונקמציאותהשאיןבתודהחראוכן

השבח.ברכתאלא ,בחשנצסוינוהצריועצםעלוחוואהברכה

קיוםבלאגםתורהואילוהמצרה.מדיניהיאשכונהמשוםכונה.נעילאנמיטעמאומהאי

לימודהואלימודוכונהלושאיןקטןגםולכןתורה.שלכחפצאפעולתהפועלתהיאהרימצרה

תורה.תלמודשלמצרהמקייםואינוחיוב,ברשאינואע"פתורהשל

 ,חמצרחלקדושתהאדםבנפשהקיימתבהכנההוא ,מצווהלאינוועושההמצווהיבןשההבדלנמצא

מצווח.שאינומיאצלולאהמצווהאצלדקיששבח
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שלאסוטהמילשותהתולהשהזכותא)(נאבסוטהשאמדוממהזהעלקשהשלכאורהאלא

שאינהשכיוןהריהיא.ועושהמצווהאינההאותורהזכותאילימארמאיזכותוהקשותמות.

להגןהתודהבעסקזכרתישמצרהקיוםבלאשגםשבארנוכמוולאבתורתה.זכותאיןמצווה

העולם.אתמקייםתשב"רשלתורתםולכןולקיים,

מצווהאינהודקאמרתתורה.זכותלעולםאמרוניבאשםשאמרוהוא,אףתמוההגמ'ותירוץ

מביואתועדלגברייהולהרובטוןכבייהד,ומתנייךומקריןבאגראמפקדא,לאופקודינהיועושה,

מקראלקרואהספרלביתלהביאןבניהןעלשטורחותופרש"יבהדייהו.פלגאןלאמימדרשא,

ואעפ"ככונה.לואיןגםמצווה.שאינושמלבדקטןשלתלמודואםתמוהוהואמשנה.ולשנות

לה.יתלהלאואמאיעצמהאמושלתורתהיגרעלמהאמו,עללהגןבכוחו

והואתודה,תלמודלמצותהשייכותבעיקרוקטןאשה.המהשחלוקיםלומדצדיךכוחךועל

בזהונאמרוועושה.מצרהשאינוממיועושההמצווהגדול ):ח"ל(ב"קבגמ'שאמרומהפיעל

קדשנו"אשרהמצוות,ברכתשלבמטבעהואנעוץכולםושורשזה.חילוקלהסבירביאוריםכמה

בחירתשבעיקרוהואהמצרה.לקדושתהצרויביןהדוקוקשריחסשישהיינווצרנו".במצוותיו

וככלעליהן.שנצטווהמצוותקדושתלקבלתמוכןכלילהיותהנפשותהוכשרובסיני,ישראלעם

אתהנפשהיאחסרהציוויכשאיןאבלהמצרה.עושהעלקדושתותגדלכןהמצווהחומרשיגדל

ועושה.מצווההאינושלשכרווזהובלבד,מעשהשכראלאלוואיןהקדושה.לקבלתההכשר

הואקטןמ"ממצווים,אינםשניהםשאמנםלקטן.אשהביןההבדלמתבארזהיסודועל

בפשראבלזמנו.הגיעלאשעדייןמשוםמצווהשאינולוגרמהשקטנותואלאחיוב,ברבחפצא

שבעצמהשהתודהכיוןולכןבפועל.החיובאתאלאחסידהואינהלקדושה,היאמוכשרתבעצם

התורה.וקדושתכוחקטןשללתורתוישהרימצרה,שלהחפצאבליגםקדושהשלמציאותהיא

תורה].בנואתללמדהאבחובתמצדמצרהשלגדרלתלמודויששהרי[וגםמצווה,שאינואע"פ

מופקעתהיאהריכלל.מיפקדאולאתודהבתלמודמחויבתאינהשלעולםאשהשא"כמה

וארץשמיםחוקותולילהיומםבריתילא"אםבכללתלמודהואיןהתורה.שבעסקהמצרהמקדושת

להישזושתורהבניה.בתורתטרחתהאלאלה.תולההתודהזכותאיןגםולכןשמתי".לא

זקניםשמפיהם-~~



אשחושלקטןשר'תודחתלמודמניות

באלאשעדייןאלאתורה,תלמודשלהחיובמעצםמופקעאינושקטןכיוןהתורה,עסקקדושת

ולאלהתולהזווזכרתמצרה,קירםבלאאףכללחסרוןבהאיןעצמהמצדתורתוולכןחיוב.לכלל

בעצמה.שתלמדתורה

.ד

והעיוןשהעסקחיים,חפץלבעלה-ו)(ח"בעולם""שםבספרשהובאוחז"לדבריהםוידועים

תורה.דברישלועומקןפנימיותםיתגלושאזהבא,לעולםהכנהבגדרהואהזהבעולםבתורה

שלבפשוטםהזהבעולםשעסקלמירקיתגלואלותורהודבריכלל.השגהבריאינםשבעוה"ז

הבא.בעולםתורהדברילהשגתכלינפשונעשיתהתורהועסקהעיוןידועלדברים,

זו.קדושהלקבלכוחותברניתנוהציווישעםכך.עלשנצטווהלמיאלאאינוזהשגםונראה

גםהיאקדושתםתורהשדבריואע"פזה,הכשרלהאיןתורהבתלמודנצטוותהשלאאשהאבל

זההבאובעולםבעוה"זהאדם,נפשעללהשפיעבתורהשישוהכוחהמעלהמ"ממצרה,קיוםבלא

וישמהמצרה,מופקעאינומ"ממצווהשאינוהגםקטןאבלמצרה,קיוםבהםכשישאלאאינו

בתורה.שנאמרוהמעלותכלאתבתורתו

שליח,למנותיכולואינושליחותבראינושקטן ,)אמב(קידושיןבשליחותמצינוזהוכעין

שליחותלידיואתימשליחותמופקעשאינומשום .בעצמולעשותיכולשאינוהגםלקטןזניךמ"מ

לו.תועיללאזניהגםכללשליחותבתורתשאינוגוימשא"כ .כשיגדל

זההריקידושיןתפיסתברהואשאםא)פח(גיטיןבגמ'אמרומפלוני,חוץבגירושיןוכן

מחייביקרובשהואמשוםברתופסיןקידושיןשאיןמיאךפסול,והגטבגירושיןלשיורנחשב

אלאשאי"זכיוןלקדש,יכולאינושבפועלאע"פוקטןכשר.והגטשיורזהאיןגויאוכריתות,

שאינוכיוןשיור,הויקטןמפלוניחוץגירשהאםלכןתופסים,קידושיוולכשיגדלקטנותומחמת

 .קדושיךמחלותמופקע
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אלא ,כשיגריליתחייבשהרימכדמופקעשאינוכיון-בת"תמחריבשאינואע"פעבורו.שטרחהלאמו

תורתהולכן ,זרממצרהמופקעתוהיאכללבת"תחייבתאינהאשהמשא"כ .חרבהעדייןעילואידשעתה

 .התורהבעסקשנאמרוהמעלותאתהיאחסידה

ומלמדיךראשועלדלוקשנראמובמעיעוברעל )בלנדה(שאמרובמההביאורגםוזהר

והתועלתהכל.ומשנחפירעלוסוטרומלאךבאהעולםלאריווכשיוצא ,כולההתורהכלאותו

כיוןמקוםמכל ,ת"תמצרותוקיוםלחובתשייךאינוהלידהשלפניפ"שאע ,הואמזהלושיש

שלומדמהוכל ,לתורהשייךהואכברלהתחייב,הואועתידנעוצה,היאבתורהנשמתוששורש

ולהשכיל.להביןאח"כלומועיללעולםיציאתולפני
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זנ"לקוטלראחרךרב'חגאוךמרך '/

שמים.חפציאפילובהישוולאחפציםוכלג)(משליעה"פב)טקטן(מועדחז"לאמרווהנה

התורהסגולתשעצםאופנים,בשנילפרשהויש .התורהעסקעלעולהששרויהמצרהשאיןהיינו

מצוות.משאריותרלתורהיתרוןאיןמצווהבתורתאבלהמצוות,מכלהיאיתירהוחשיבותה

שלהמצווהבתורתאףלה.שוויךהמצוותשאראיןהתורהשלמהותהשבעצםשכיוןעודואפשר 1

 .בערכהשוויךמצוותשאראין

ת"תמצותששכרכשםשבגמ',המימראעלשמוסיףיג)יא(עקבמהספריזאתלהוכיחויש

עלאלאבאאינועונשוהריהעבירות.שארמעונשגדולביטולהעונשכךהמצוות,מכלגדול

חובהשאיןכיוןעונש,שייךלאלקייםוחובהציוויבלאכשלעצמהתורהעלואילומצרה,ביטול

ת"תמצוותשאףמשמעמצוותשארמעונשגדולתורהביטולשעונששאמרוומזהלעשות.

בה.ישוולאחפציםוכלהמצוות,שארכנגדשקולה

שנאמרודבריםשאותםודאימ"מהקטן.עלת"תחובתשאיןשאע"פלהוסיףשצריךאלא

שתגדלוככלנאמרו'בקטןאףבסיני'שהיהכשםויראהואימהוזיעכותתשיהאהלימוד'באופן

 .בקטןגםידה,עלוהזכותהקדושהתרבהכךההכנה,

**** 

עזרא,האבןופירשימינו",בכלובשמחהוברננהחסדךבבוקר"שבענונאמריג)(צבתהלים

ונשמחשנרנןכךלידייביאזההריהנעורים,בשנותינו;הבבוקר'הקב"ה,שלבחסדונשבעשאם

שאםוהיינוהיום".כלאל"חסדהואהכתובולשוןתורה,היינושחסדבחז"לואיתא .ימינוכל

ושמחה.ברנןיהיוואילךמכאןימינושכלהריהנעורים,בימיבתורהנשבע

וכמאמרכוחו,בכלהאדםשאזהנעוריםבזמןהואהרוחניתהעבודהקושישעיקרומשום

שניםבאותםשהחינוךממנה".יסורלאיזקיןכיגםדרכופיעללנער"חנוךו)כב(משליהכתוב

היאמכןולאחרלהסירהונוחהירוקההיאעדייןגידולושמתחילתהאגוז,לקליפתהואמשול

האדםותפקידליישרם,וניתןהםרכיםהאדםשלומידותיונטייתוהנעורםבשנותכך .מתקשה

בהם,מורגלוהואנקבעוכברהםכאשרמכןולאחרתיקונם.עלולהעמידםלכוונםהואאלובשנים

 ,'הוביראתהתורהבדרךהנעוריםבימיוההולךהרע.יצרואתלכבושהיאאדםשלעבודתועיקר

וממילאבכך.הורגלומידותיושכברהיצר,בכבישתקושילואיןהעמידהבשנותמכןשאחרהרי

 .חלקומנתהיאוהשמחההרבה
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תיקוןהיאהעבודהעיקרהנעוריםשבימי ,)ל'(מאמרסלנטרמהגר"יישראלבאורמבוארוכן

בשניםהואשנקלהיצר,כבישתהיאהעבודההעמידהובשנותלזה,המסוגלהזמןשזהוהמידות,

-מהתורהנשבעכאשרוהיינו ,"חסדךבבוקר"שבענוהפירושוזהוהבחרות.משנותיותראלו

מתקנתשהתורהכיוון ,ימינו"בכלובשמחה"ברננהזהידיעלהנעורים,בימיהאל-חסדשהיא

שאמרכמובשמחה,ימיויהיוועי"זיותר,קליהיההיצרכבישתומעתהמידותיו,אתומישרת

בהפשטהשבלבושעקמומיותשמיהיינו, "שמחהלבולישרילצדיקזרוע"אור )תהלים(הכתוב

בקרבו.שתשרההשמחההיאראויהישר,וליבו

זקניםשלמפיהם =<~-
--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----~~~~~~ 



DEDICATED BY MR . AND MRS. SHIMON PLUCHENIK @ב:::--~-

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~א~~~~ת~~ת~מ

זהשלליבויושרדומהואינוהלב,וישרותהשמחהתגדלכןהשובעשיקדיםשככלכמובן

וכהקדמת •ז"טאוט"ובןהואבאשרלימודושתחילתלמי ,'גכבןחיתהבתורהדרכושתחילת

 .והשמחההרבהתגדלכןהשביעה

-~~~~~~~-
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מוריטהגא~רכ,שמאדרקוטלרזנ"ל ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ' '



התורהקבלתמאמר

זצ"לקוסלרשניאורחייםיוסףרבי
גבוהמדרשביתישיבתראש

' L ' ' ז"רשמוארישרא-;~ך'כךישעי'ך'נשמתרזנו-~@::---

התודהקבלתמאמר

א)יט,(שמרתסיני"מדברבארהזהנירםמצריםמארץישראלבנילצאתהשלישי"בחודשכתיב:

הזה,נירםמהרההוא,נירםאלאלכתובצריךהיהלא ,)אפר,שבת(עי'חודש"בראשרברש"י

זהפסוקדהריהסבר,טעוניםהדבריםולכאורהנתנו"היוםכאלועליךחדשיםתורהדברישיהיו

סיני,להרביאתםאתאלאהתורה,קבלתאתמספראינוהזהוהפסוקהתורה,נתינתקודםעודנאמר

כחדשים.שיהירזהעללומרגרידא,שייךרמה

בלבהתחדשותבאהשאזחודש,באהזה,בחודשהמכילתא:דרשתעלהאריךצדיק""פריובספר

החשקשהואשם,ומבארהתורה,עדייןניתנהלאוהריאז,שבאהההתחדשותומהיישראל,

הקבלה.מקרם-סינילמדברכשבארמישראלאחדכלבלבשהתעוררהתורהלקבלתוהתשוקה

אניעוסקלו,שאמרתלמידלאותושאמר ,)ב"כסר"פ(א"ראליהודנינחבאשאיתאמהפיעלוהוא

תורהלדבריאישזכהלאלו,ואמראלי.תבאתורהאםאניומצפהומתארהומחמדתורהבדברי

אנינשתהבצמאלשונםואין.מיםמבקשיםוהאביוניםהענייםואומר,עליהנפשומוסרכןאםאלא

כיעדלהםשצמאלמירקתורהדברינותןהקב"השאיןוהיינוי"ז)מ"א,(ישעי'וגר'אענםה'

שלאשאמראדםלאותושאמרי"ד)פ'(תדבא"זמציכןרכןאענם.ה'אניואז-נשתהבצמאלשרבם

לערתלדעתלמרדיםלשרןלינתןאלקיםה' )'ד ,'י(ישעי'הפסוקלוואמרהשמים,מןבינהלונתנו

האדםכמרלהם,יעףשהואבמיאלאהאדםבלבנבלעיםתורהדברישאיןלמדתהאוגר',יעףאת

להםבאהואזוהרצון.החשקלהםשהיההזה""נירםוזהרעיפה.נפשעלקריםלמיםצמאשהוא

"נירםהפסוקעלנדרשולכןשיקבלו,התורהבדברימצורתטעמיזהידיעלשירגישוההתחדשות

יוםאותרכמרזהחשקלישראליהיהשתמידנתנו,היוםכאלועליךחדשיםתורהדברישיהירהזה"

עכת"ד.במכילתא,רכמש"נהנפלאהחשקלהםשהיהסינילמדברשבאו
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היוםאלהגדולהחפץבנפשנולהראותרז"לש"ר)(מצרהבחינוךמבוארהספירהלימיביחסרהבה

דמהרתבדבריוומבוארעכ"ל.פעלו,יקרהוכשכירצלישאףכעבדלבנו,אלוהנכסףהנכבד

תשוקהמתוךהימיםאתלספררזרומצרההתורה.לקבלתיגיעואימתיוהקיוויהשאיפההיאהספירה

בספריםוכידועלדורות.נשארה-נתנההיוםכאלושלזולדרגאהתורהלהתחדשותורצון

(אברתבהםנקניתשהתורהמעלותמ"חכנגדימיםמ"חהתורה,מעלותכונהמכרוניםימיםשהמ"ט

ההכנהלפירקתורהלהשיגשאפשרז"להגר"חמ"שויזרעעליהם,לחזרההמ"טרירם ,)ח"מפ"ר

איןשבתורהקניךדינישבכלשכמרמסבירהיהזצרק"לראאמר"רבהם.נקניתשהתורהבמעלות

הוארכךהיאוהלכהבתורה,הואכך-בזולתוולאברשנתפרשקניךנאותרדרקאאלאהדברקרבים

קנינה.



חגא~רנישמא~~ט~זצ"למרהט~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~}

הלימוד,ואופניהלימודבעצםמעלותהןמוצאיםאנוהתורהבקניךשנאמרומעלותח"במוהנה

ההשקפהישרותהנפש,טהרתכגוןנפשיותסגולותהן .התורהבלימודעהיוהיגהעמלדהיינו

לתודה,קיבולביתלהעשרתמוכשרהאדםנעשהז"שעי ,והמניעותהרצונותוביטול ,וההנהגה

והשאיפהוהתשוקה •הרצוןבלאיועילולאבהםנקניתשהתודההללו'מעלותח"המכלמ"ומ 1

לעיל,שנתבארהזה""ביוםשללדרגאיגיעע"כודקצל,ישאףכעבדבבחינתהמוחלטת,

כימסיני,קבלתיההזהביוםכאלואומר,הרי ,בתורהעוסקשאתהיוםכלאיתא: )'ז(עקבובתנחרמא

סיני.הדבמעמדשהי'והרצוןההשתוקקות-לדודותשנאמדההלימודצורתהיאזו

משום,והיינווהתשוקות.הרצונותבביטולמתבטאבהם,נקניתשהתודהמהמעלותחלקוהנה

התורה.לקנייתהנכונהוההשתוקקותלרצוןסתירהזההריאחרותותשוקותרצונותלאדםיששאם

והוא,החכמה.מןפנויבלבאלא 'מצויהתאדהאיןהמשניות)לפירוש(בהקדמההדמב"םכתבוכן

דברישיכנסומתפללשאדםעד )נוו"תדא(אחז"לוכןמקום,התאדהתמצאלאחכמהמלאבלבכי

אתהאדם,כלאתצריכההתודהכיוהואגופו,לתוךמעדניםיכנסושלאיתפללגופו,לתוךתודה

הזההעולםומעדניהחמדיותהרצונותוכללתודה.מכווןלהיותצדיךהכל-ומארייוכוחותיוכל

לה.הנכוןולרצוןהתורהלתשוקתוניגודסתירההם

אםועתה.י"ובדש ,'וגובדיתיאתושמדתםבקוליתשמעושמועאםועתה )'הט,"ישמות(כתיב

כיוהואפ"ז)שבת(מכילתאקשותהתחלותשכל .ואילךמכאןלכםיערבעליכם,תקבלועתה

הרצונותכלביטולאחרירקכיקשה,התחלהאחררקאלאבנקל,עולהלאבתורהוהטעםהערבות

 'הריקחו)"ט ,'ב(בראשיתנקרארמצינוותענוג,ערכותבהומוצאלתרדהקיבולביתהאדםנעשה

למהולכאודהליכנס,ופתחונאיםבדבריםלקחוויקח. •י"ובדש •עדןבגןויניחהוהאדםאתאלקים

רץחי'ואחדאחדכלוהלא ,והעידוניםהעונגתכליתהואאשדעדןלגןלהיכנסלפתותוהוצרך

אלאלאדםתענוגאינובו,אשרוהעידוןעדןהגןתענוגכיהוא,בזההביאוראךלשם,מעצמו

אתלהדגישיכולעדן"גן"ברשלנעשתהומציאותומהותושכלאדםרקדהיינומבפנים,כשהוא

התחלותכלבבחינתעדייןוהואמבחוץ.שהואזמןכלאבלעדן.שבגןהאמיתיוהאושרהתענוג

 .להכנסכדייפיםולדבריםלפיתויצריךועדייןקשות

סיניהדמעמדנשכחשלא"שנמנענו :כתב 'במצרהתעשההלאבמביןהדמב"ןבהשמטותוהנה

ושמורלךהשמריתעלהאמרווהואהימים,כלשםולבנועינינויהיהאבלמדעתנו,אותונסירולא

לבניךוהודעתםחייך.ימיכלמלבבךיסודוופןעיניך.ראואשרהדבריםאתתשכחפןמאדנפשך

דבריהיושאםמאדגדולהבזאתוהכובהוגו',בחורבאלוקיך 'הלפניעמדתאשדיוםבניךולבני

באותותנבואתועניךאצלנושנתאמתאע"פבלבדהשלוםעליוהנביאמפיאצלנובאיםתורה

התורהמןהפךדברבשוםויצרנוהזמניםמןבזמןחלוםחולםאונביאבקרבנויקוםאםומופתים,

כשהגיענואבלזה,עלספקבלבנויכנסאוהשניידעלבצרחההתורהתהיהמופת,אואותלנוונתן

לאמספקוכלחולקכלנכחישאמצעי,שםאיןדואותועינינולאדנינוהגבורהמפיהתורהביאור

ובמגילת 'ונוובפחזותוכשקורתוועדיםהיודעיםשאנחנומופת,מידינויצילהוולאאותיועילהו

התודהכלכוללתמצרההיאזאתשגםלפיהוארבמנאהשלאמהכילינראה :כתבשםאסתר

בדרכיהושנלךכולההתורהעניךדהיינועינינוראואשרהדבריםאתנשכחשלאוהואכולה.
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זקניםשלמפיחם-ז~-
-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



התורהקבלתמאמר

אתתשכחפןלךהשמרוז"לשכתבהפסוקבזהשםרש"ימפירושמשמעוכןמצוותיה,ונקיים

אותםתעותוואםנבונים,חכמיםתחשבואמרתםעלוהעשוםאותםתשכחוכשלאאזהדברים

 .עכ"לשוטים,תחשבושכחהמתוך

סיניהרעלשכןאשרהכבודשיהיההואהמשכןוסודוז"ל:כתבתרומהפרשתכרישוברמב"ן

אתאלוקינוה'הראנוהןוכתיבסיני,הרעלה'כבודוישכןשםשנאמרוכמובנסתר,עליושוכן

 'הוכבודפעמיםשניבמשכןוהזכירהמשכן.אתמלאה'וכבודבמשכןכתיבוכןגדלוואתכבודו

בהרלהםשנראההכבודישראלעםתמידבמשכןוהיה •גדלוואתכבודואתכנגד •המשכןאתמלא

השמיםמןתורה.במתןשאמרוכמוסיניבהרלונדבראשרהדיבוראליוהיהמשהובבואסיני,

הקולאתושימעכתיבבמשכןכךהגדולה,אשואתהראךהארץועלליסרךקולואתהשמיעך

שאמרובזהלהגידאליו,וידברונכפלאליו,וידברהכרוביםשנימביןהנפרדתמעלאליומדבר

משהעםדיבורכלכיעמו,מדברומשםהנפרדתמעלמשהאלהשמיםמןבאהקולשהיהבקבלה

בתורהמונחהכלשהרימיוחד,דבררןצריךאינוסיניהרמעמדעניךכימסבירהיהזצוק"לאאמו"ר

י"ט)ה.(דבריםתורהבמתןוכמש"כבתורה.נמצאיםתורהמתןשלהנוראיםהגילוייםכלעצמה.

שהיוהמראותוכלהגדולהקולמונחובתורהוהוא.פסק.ולאאונקלוסותרגםיסף.ולאגדולקול

בחושומרגישיםרואיםעמלהמתוך(ורקבתורהנשארווהמופתיםהאותותועצםסיני,הרכמעמד

נמצאתסיניהרשבמעמדההתגלותוגםזה)אתזהומשלימיםמתאימיםתורהדברישכלאיך

כמוסביבותםהאששלהטהור"יבר"אוחגיגה)פ"ב(ירושלמיבחז"לשמצינווכמובתורה,

אשריוםכתריה.וכתובבניך.ולבנילבניךוהודעתםאיתא:א)(כב,ברכותובגמ'סיני,הרבמעמד

וביראהבאימהכאןאףונזיעוכותתוביראהבאימהלהלןמהבחורב,אלוקיךה'לפניעמדת

ובנביאיםבתורהלקרותמותריםנדותעלובאיןוהמצורעיםהזביםאמרו:מכאןונזיע,וכותת

מדבריומבוארוכר'אסורים.קרייןבעליאבלובאבדותובהלכותוגמראבמשנהלשנותובכתובים

סיניהרומעמדמשוםוהואסיני,הרממעמדקריבעללגבילדורותהלכהלמדיםדאבוהגמ'

התורה.בעצםוכלוללדורותמתמשך

לגביזצוק"ל,לבוביץהגרב"בחמיובשםשאמרזצוק"לגרוזובסקיראובןרביהגאוןמאתושמעתי

שלנשמתןיצתההקב"המפישיצאודיבורדיבורכלואריב"ל:ב)(פח,שבתבגמ'דאיתאהא

דיבורנשמתןיצתהראשוןשמדיבורומאחרבדברו,יצאהנפשי )'וה'(שיה"ששנאמרישראל,

אםזצ"ל,הגרב"בוהקשהוכר',אותםוהחיתמתיםבולהחיותשעתידטלהורידקיבלו,היאךשני

שלבטלאותםשהחיהבמחהתועלתמהא"כנשמתן.שפרחהכדיעד 'הדברבפנילעמודיכלולא

והנפש,מגוףמורכבהאדםכיבזה,והסביר ,'הדבראתלקבלגופםנכחאיןלמעשההריתחיה.

בטלאותןהחיהולכן ,'הדבראתלקבלהנחאתישלנפשאךלקבל.הנחאתלגוףשאיןואף

הגוףשביןהחיבוראתולחזקלהדקוהועילומהותןמעצמותןחלקנעשהזהתחיהוטלהחיה,

הגוףביןלחיבורנוסףמסמר "חיבורדעואיןטשוואקאבאך"אידתחי'טלכיאזוהתבטאלנפש.

קיימתחיתהלאאשרהישראליתבנפשחדשהמציאותנוצרהסיניהרבמעמדכימזהויוצאלנפש,

הל'התורהיסודימהל' T "פ(ברמב"םכמבוארבנבואה,כךמצינוובאמתהזה,הגדולהמעמדעד
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 הישיבה הראש מורינו
שליט״א שורי אלי׳ רבי הגאון

כחיים ובחרת

 במצות לנו נמסרו העליונות מעלות כי ודע י״ז( ג׳ שער תשובה )שערי יונה רבינו כתב א(

 רבינו דברי דמשמעות מובן אינה פשוטו ולפי וכר. בחיים ובחרת שנא׳ הבחירה מעלת כמו עשה.

 שהרי מובן ואינה במצוות, לבחור והוא עצמן, המצוות מקיום חוץ בפנ״ע מעלה שיש הוא יונה

המצוות. לקיים ב״בחירה" ניתוסף בפנ״ע מעלה ואתה המצוות, את לקיים מחויבים
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 ענק נתחדש בחיים" ד״ובחרת קרא בהך שבאמת מבאר זצ״ל לעווענשטיק ר״י הגה״צ ומרן

 הדברים ומבאר אליה. מתייחס יונה שרבינו עליונה המעלה עצמן,ץהיא המצוות קיום מלבד חדש

 לפי הנשיאים לפרשת המנורה פרשת נסמכה למה מפרש א׳( )ח׳ בהעלותך פ׳ ריש רש״י זה. באופן

 שמתקשה ברמב״ן ויעו״ש עסהם. חלק לו הי׳ שלא דעתו אז חלשה הנשיאים חנוכת אהרן שכשראה

 ימי כל הרבה קרבנות ההם בימים הקריב הכהן אהרן הרי הזאת, הדעת לחלישות טעם מה רש״י בד׳

 אהרן אצל הדעת חלישות שייך מה רש״י בד׳ יותר עוד להבין יש שבאמת ומבאר יער׳ש. המילואים

הנשיאים. משל גדולה יותר הרבה היתה הכהן אהרן של מדרגתו לו-הרי חסר כלום הכהן־הרי

 ישראל כלל בתוך השריש שהקב״ה מצינו שהרי שאמר זצ״ל מקעלם הסבא עפי״ד ומבאר

 חיי של נטיעה בכאו״א שישנו אומרת זאת בתוכינו." נטע עולם "וחיי רוחניות של נטיעה

 של חזקו לבחון אומרת זאת-זאת נטיעה של מצבו לבחון וכשרוצים נצחיות. של עולם־נטיעה

 שואף כמה הוא הסימן ומתייבשת, שהולכת להיפוך, ח״ו האם בקרבו-או צומחת היא האם הנטיעה,
 הנטיעה שהרי חיים, ויותר ליותר ישאף בהכרח הרי וצומחת, חזקה הנטיעה חיים־אם ליותר הוא

מנוחה. לו נותנת לא בקרבו אשר עולם חיי של

 ומחפש המצוות, בקיום חיזוק שמבקש ורואה לחיים, חשק יותר בעצמו שכשרואה נמצא

 להיפוך, ח״ו אם אבל וחזק. בריא בקרבו אשר שהנטיעה בהכרח הרי בתורה, גבוהות יותר מדרגות

 עולם חיי שנטיעת לכך סימן א״כ במדרגתו ומסתפק רוחניות עלי׳ מבקש שאינו בעצמו רואה הוא

 אהרן של דעתו שחלשה הביאור שזהו זצ״ל חצ׳קל ר׳ המשגיח מבאר ולפי״ז ר״ל. חלשה בתוכו
 מכ׳׳מ מהנשיאים, גבוהה יותר הרבה שמדרגתו אומנם האף הנשיאים, בחנוכת השתתף כשלא הכהן

 אהרן ואדרבה לה, זכה לא הכהן ושאהרן לה זכו שהנשיאים עולם חיי קצת עוד כאן יש הרי סוכ״ס

להשיג. שאפשר עולם חיי לעוד תמיד שאף עולם חיי כ״כ בקרבו טמונה שהיתה הכהן

זצ״ל. שוויי לייב שמואל הרב של היארצייט יום סיון, כ״ב נאמר התלמידים. מכתבי

 משה ר׳ בך יהושע אליהו ר' נשמות לזכר
ז״ל שמערך וואלף זאב ר׳ בת פריידא ומרת



 קידוש על נפשו מסירות שבשעת עקיבא, מרבי זצ״ל חצ׳קל ר׳ המשגיח הראה לזה דוגמא עוד

 אשמח." לא לידי שבאה ועכשיו ואקיימנה לידי יבא מתי זה פסוק על מצטער הייתי ימי "כל אמר ה׳

 קיום, הך לו חסר עכשיו שעד כאילו ה׳, קידוש על נפשו למסור עקיבא רבי ששאף מה מובן ואינה

 לו חסר ולמה חיוב עליו חלה לא עדיין נפש מסירות חיוב של במצב נמצאים שלא עוד כל הרי

 קידוש על נפשו למסור לנפש, מעלה כזאת יש אך אם שהרי כנ״ל ומבואר נפש מסירות של הקיום

 יונה רבינו ד׳ מבאר הוא וכך לה. שואף להשיג שאפשר מעלה כל ג״כ, זאת למעלה שואף ע״כ ה׳,

 לכל חיים, ויותר ליותר התמידית הביקוש אומרת זאת בחיים" "ובחרת של בפנ״ע מעלה שיש הנ״ל

בחיים". "ובחרת של עליונה במעלה שנתחדשה מה זה להשיג, שאפשר מעלה

 שיש אומרת זאת להם" הכנתו כפי במצוות האדם "שחיי ד׳( י״ח )ויקרא ברמב״ן איתא ב<

 כמה שמצינו ברמב״ן שם ומבואר בהכנתו, תלוי לה שיזכה והמדרגה חיים של מדרגות הרבה

 נאמר וע״ז בעוה״ז, שכר בשביל פרס-פי׳ לקבל ע״מ המקיים יש מצוות, כמקיימי מדרגות

 וממשיך במצוות". האדם "חיי של מהמדרגות אחת מדרגה שזה דהיינו וכבוד", עושר "ובשמאלה

 העושה של מדרגה עוד ויש עוה״ב, לחיי לזכות כדי שעושה מי של מדרגה עוד שיש הרמב״ן

 עוה״ז, עניני לגמרי שיעזב מי כל ביותר גבוהה מדרגה ויש ועוה״ב. עוה״ז לחיי שזוכה מאהבה,

 בשכר הכתובים יאמרו ולפיכך ונפשו, בגופו לעד שיחיה ושכרו בלבד בבוראו הוא מחשבתו וכל

 לכאו״א הראוי לפי חיים מיני כל כולל הלשון כי ימים" "והארכת ימיך" יאריכון "למען המצות

 אלא כאו״א אצל שוה נשאר לא עולם חיי של שהנטיעה הדברים ביאור ולדרכינו הרמב״ן. עכת״ד

בה. יזכה חיים לאיזה ויגיעתו בהכנתו תלוי

 לו ושיהיה להשיג, שאפשר חיים יותר לכמה החיוב נכללת בחיים" "ובחרת של שבחיוב ונראה

 לשמה" מ״שלא פחותה, ממדרגה להתחיל אמנם צריכים שאפשר, גדולה היותר ה״חיים" מדרגת

 היותר למדרגה להיות צריך תמיד האמיתית שאיפתו כאמור אבל לשמה, בא לשמה שלא ומתוך
גדולה.

 היה זצ״ל הישיבה ראש מרן חיים. של אחת מרגע יקר יותר דבר לנו שאין להתבונן גװצריכים
 יום, ארבעים וגידף שחירף גלית על בחז״ל שמצינו מה על זצ״ל מסלבודקה הסבא בשם לומר רגיל

 ותמה נעמי. אחרי ערפה שפסעה פסיעות מ׳ בשכר יום ארבעים ולגדף לחרף הכח לו ניתן ולמה

 שלחמה ערפה של טוב מעשה בשביל אטו ערפה, של הפסיעות על זה הוא שכר איזה זצ״ל הסבא

 של מתנה שניתנה זכתה שסוכ״ס הפי׳ אלא ויגדף? שיחרף לגלית זכתה נעמי אחרי ללכת יצרה עם

 מתנה לך אין גלית, כמו פחותה במדרגה נמצא שהוא למי ואפי׳ בנה, לבן יום ארבעים של חיים

 בתשובה לשוב אפשר חיים, של רגע עם לעשות שאפשר מה לשער אין החיים, מן טובה יותר

גדולה. היותר למדרגה ולהגיע שלמה

 כדי לאכול צריך כאו״א למשל לחיות, בשביל לאדם הנצרכים גשמיים צרכים הרבה ישנם ד(
 לחיות ואפשר ביום, פעמים שלש שאוכלים מה מספיק אלא רגע כל לאכול צורך אין אמנם לחיות.

יותר מצוי יותר הנצרך שכל הוא והכלל שתייה, והוא גדול, יותר צורך יש אכילה. בלא ימים ג׳

 של בופלהם



 אויר. בלא רגע אפי׳ לחיות שא״א כיון כולו העולם בכל שנמצא אויר הוא מצוי והיותר בבריאה,

 מצוות האדם,יש של הרוחניים צרכים לגבי הדבר הוא שכן אמנם הגשמיים, צרכים לגבי זה וכל

 מצוות יש שנים, לשבע אחת רק בהם שחייבים מצוות ויש שנה, לחמישים אחת רק בהם שחייבים

 פעמים כמה שחייבים מצוות יש יום, בכל אחת פעם שחייבים מצוות ויש בשבוע, פעם שחיבים

 נצרך שהנפש מצוות ויש המצוות, קיום מכח ניזון הרוחניים שחייו הנ״ל, דרך על והכל וכו׳ ביום

 "והגית כתוב תורה תלמוד במצות אבל שלהם, לקיום פחות נצרך שהנפש ויש שלהם, לקיום יותר

 שהחיי משום והוא רגע, כל בה שחייבים תמידית מצוה היא תורה תלמוד מצות ולילה" יומם בו

לנפש. חיות התורה נותנת לנשימה, אויר כמו תורה, בתלמוד לגמרי תלויה בתוכינו שנטוע עולם

 סבר ת״ק הפנים בלחם שנאמרה תמיד" "לפני בדין תנאים מחלוקת יש צט: במנחות והנה ה<

 יוסי ור׳ השולחן על החדשה את מניחים כבר הישנה את מסירים שלא שעד ממש תמיד דבעינן

 ר׳ יליף יוסי ר׳ ומדברי "תמיד". מיקרי בערב, החדשה וסידר שחרית הישנה סילק דאפי׳ וס״ל חולק

 הזה התורה ספר ימוש "לא מצוות קיים בערבית א׳ ופרק שחרית א׳ פרק אלא ישנה לא שאפילו אמי

 ודבר ימיש" "לא קיים וערבית שחרית ק״ש אלא קרא לא שאפי׳ רשב״י בשם אמר יוחנן ור׳ מפיך"

 ורבא לת״ת[ בניו ירגיל ולא סגי שמע בקריאת יאמר שלא ]ופירש״י הארץ לעם לאומרו אסור זה

 תצליח אז "כי כזה גדול שכר נוטל ק״ש משום "דסבר ופירש״י הארץ עם בפני לאומרו מצוה אמר

עכ״ל. תורה" לתלמוד בניו את ומרגיל גדול ששכרו שכן כל היום כל עוסק הי׳ אם דרכיך," את

 אויר בלי לחיות שא״א מוציאים אנו שהרי רבא, שיטת זצ״ל ירוחם רבי המשגיח ומפרש

 הנשימה", "מכשיר ע״י לחיות אפשר עצמו, בכוחות לנשום יכול שאינו למי הרי אמנם לנשימה,

 שכל כשישמעו רבא, שיטת ביאור וזהו כאלו. חיים יחשבו חיים לאיזה הרי אחד לכל מובן אמנם

 א׳ פרק ע״י אפילו שייך זה שדבר ויראו התורה, בלימוד תלויה והצלחתו האדם של חיותו עיקר

 שיבקשו ודאי לעבען"? א הייסט זה-״דאס הו* חיים איזה - כבר יבינו הרי בערבית, א׳ ופרק ביום

חיים. יותר תורה, יותר

 שייך ולא רפיון, שייך לא שוב שלו, החיים באמת זהו בתוכנו" נטע עולם ש״החיי מכירים אם

 יכול שהי׳ שלו עולם חיי יחסר הרי מעבודתו, שיפסיק כמה עד שהרי חיים" "פחות שצריכים זמנים
 ויגדל יותר שיצמח אחרת עצה ואין חיות, אותו מתה הרי צמח, שלא כמה ועד ויותר, יותר לצמוח

מפיך." הזאת התורה ספר ימוש "לא ידי על אלא פירות ויעשה

 כרמו שהיה בגליל וא׳ בגליל כרמו שהיה ביהודה א׳ אנשים שני שהיו במדרש, משל יש ו(

 ישמור שבגליל ואותו ביהודה אשר חבירו של כרמו ישמור שביהודה שאותו והסכימו ביהודה.
 מצוה נר "כי בידי, ונרך בידכם נרי ישראל, לכלל הקב״ה אמר וכך בגליל. אשר חבירו של כרמו

 בידו שהיא האדם נשמת זהו בידי ונרכם ישראל, של בידם הנמצא הקב״ה של נרו זהו אור", ותורה
 "לעבדה חיים נשמת לנו נתן הקב״ה שהרי הדברים, וביאור המדרש ת״ד ע״כ הקב״ה, של

 חלק היא הנשמה הרי אמנם אותה, ולגדל להטיב אותה לטפח עליה, לעבוד אומרת זאת ולשמרה,"

 בתוכינו, נטע עולם שחיי התירוץ באה זה על עליה? להשפיע להאדם לו אפשר ואיך ממעל אלוק



 ל״נר הכוונה בידך׳ "נר התירוץ זה על האלו, עולם לחיי חיות ולהוסיף לתת שאפשר הדרך ומהו

 הכוחות כל עם בתורה ויתעסק המצוות שיקיים ה׳" ה״נר את ישמור שאם והיינו אור" ותורה מצוה

עולם. לחיי ויזכה בידי" ה״נרך את ישמור הוא בכך ברען", א "מיט

 ונשמה יום במ׳ ניתנה תורה תרווייהו דאמרי אלעזר ור׳ יוחנן ״ר׳ צט: מנחות בגמ׳ איתא

 אין התורה את משמר שאינו וכל משתמרת נשמתו תורתו המשמר שכל ללמד יום, במ׳ נוצרה

 לך "השמר מהפסוק לומדים שחז״ל מה הוא תורה" "המשמר הפירוש ומה משתמרת. נשמתו

 עד חייב שאינו חז״ל ואמרים התורה, שכחת של לאו שיש וכו׳ תשכח" פן מאד נפשך ושמור

 לומדים אם עצמה, הלימוד באופן תלויה העצה תלמודו? את שיזכור העצה ומהו מלבו." "שיסירם

 שייך לא עצמו של חלק ועל מעצמותו, חלק התורה נעשה כזה באופן הרי ברעך, א "מיט חיות, עם

 לומדים ואם תלמודו, על ויחזור הפסקים, בלי רצוף להיות צריך שהלימוד הוא עצה ועוד שכחה.

 ונשמתו התורה את משמר ועי״ז מלבו," "מסירה שאינו באופן לימוד חשיב אז כזה, באופן

משתמרת.

 חז״ל מזה ולמדו ולאחרי׳ה. הארון בנסוע ויהי פרשת לפני הפוכות נ׳ יש בהעלותך בפרשת ז(

 שם והקשה חומשים. ז׳ מנו ולפיכך עצמן בפני ספר דין להם יש אלו פסוקים ששני קט״ז( )שבת

 ובמה הארון בנסוע ויהי של ספר בהך יש מצוה ואיזה ניתנו, למצוותיה תורה עיקר הלא יקר, בכלי

 ר׳ פרשה-שובה בהך דכתיב כיון ורבי׳ פרי׳ למצוות רמז כאן שיש יקר הכלי ומפרש ספר. חשיב

 רבבות ושני אלפים משני פחות על שורה השכינה שאין חז״ל מזה ולומדים ישראל, אלפי רבבות

 לתורה הנצרכת השכינה בהשראת וחסר השכינה, השראת ל״ש אחת נפש אפי׳ חסר ואילו מישראל

 לשכינה גורם ורביה בפריה התעסק שלא מי וא״כ ורביה, פריה למצות רמז זה א״כ בישראל,

בפנים. יעו״ש מישראל שתסתלק

 מכלל לכאו״א שיש החשיבות כאץ שנלמד ורביה, פריה מצות לולא גם לימוד כאן שיש ונראה

השכינה. בהשראת חסר שבלעדו משום ישראל כלל אצל תורה ל״ש שבלעדו ישראל

 ויחיד, יחיד לכל שיש בחשיבות להתבונן כאן, שנתבארו היסודות בכל ונתחזק ונעבוד בואו חץ

 בתוכנו" נטע עולם ה״וחיי אצלינו להשריש חיים, יותר מעט של הטובה המתנה גודל את להכיר

 נטיעה לחזק שאיפתנו שיהי׳ בחיים" "ובחרת של חיוב לנו שיש לדעת נצח, חיי כולנו בתוך שיש
 עם ללמוד תורה, רק יהי׳ שלנו העסק שכל התורה, את ח״ו נשכח שלא כדי שמירות ולעשות זו,

 אני נרי את משמרים אתם ל״אם נזכה זה, בכל נתחזק ועם הפסקים, בלי רצוף התלהבות, עם חיוב,

חיים. של עליונות למדרגות ונזכה נרך" את אשמור

של מפיהם







הישיבה הראש מורינו
שליט״א קמנצקי שמואל רבי הגאון

 העמיד. על גבועקים תעבר על מודים
 תלמידים להעמיד שזכינו לככ בכל בהודאה

 שתימשך תפילתי כן השם• יראי תורה גדולי
 תלמידים להעמיד ידינו על התורה הרבעת
ושלמים. יראים תורה ומחזיקי תורה לומדי

תפילה בגדרי

 השמועה מפי ה״א. את ועבדתם שנאמר יום בכל להתפלל מצ״ע תפלה מהלכות פ״א רמב״ם

 זו שבלב, עבודה היא זו אי חכמים אמרו לבבכם. בכל ולעבדו שנא׳ תפלה היא זו שעבודה למדו

 מקומות בכמה דאמרינן מהא הקשה הרמב״ן ובהשגות ה/ מצוה בסה״מ כתב וכץ עכ״ל, תפלה

 אסמכתא תפלה זו ד״א תלמוד, זו ולעבדו בספרי שדרשו ומה וז״ל כתב דבריו ובתוך דרבנן. תפלה

 אליו ולבנו עינינו ותהיינה הצרות בעת ושנתפלל תורתו שנלמוד העבודה שמכלל לומר או היא

 אתכם הצורר הצר על בארצכם מאזמה תבוא וכי שכתוב כענין וזה אדוניהם יד אל עבדים כעיני
 בתפלה לפניו לזעוק הצבור על שתבוא צרה על מצוה והיא ה״א לפני ונזכרתם בחצוצרות והרעיתם

 מן עיקר בתפלה מדרשם יהי׳ אולי ואם וז״ל השגתו בסוף שם הרמב״ן כתב וכץ וכו׳ ובתרועה

 ויתעלה יתברך שהוא שנאמין הצרות לעת מצוה שהיא ונאמר הרב של במנינו אותו נמנה התורה

עכ״ל. זה והבן וזעקה בתפלה הצרות מן המציל והוא תפלה שומע

 כלל תפלה בלא ולילה יום ועמד ע״ז ועובר וז״ל שם מסיים תל״ג מצוה בסוף החינוך בספר

 כדעת זה עשה בטל להושיעו הש״י אל קרא ולא לו שצר ומי ז״ל הרמב״ם כדעת זה עשה בטל

 במגילת צרה. בעת להתפלל מצוה הך שלו במנין הרמב״ן מנה לא אמאי צ״ע ולכאורה הרמב״ן.

 צרה, בעת רק תהיה לא גמורה דרשה היא שאם עוד שאמר ומה וז״ל הרמב״ן בשיטת הקשה אסתר

 פסוק כג )פרק אמור פ׳ ברמב״ן צ״ע עוד עכ״ל. החצוצרות בתרועת נצטוינו כבר זה שעל אומר אני

 על היא מצוה כי אותו, לקדש ונאספים קרואים כולם הזה ביום שיהיו קדש מקראי וטעם וז״ל ב(

 וכן נקי. בכסות לאל והלל בתפלה בפרהסיא היום לקדש מועד ביום האלהים בבית להקבץ ישראל

 בעת תפלה שמצות הרמב״ן ביאר לא למה ולפי״ז ב׳. אות ת״צ סי׳ זהב במשבצות הפרמ״ג מפרש

קודש. מקרא מדין ביו״ט או צרה
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 שתבא צרה כל על בחצוצרות ולהריע לזעוק התורה מן מצ״ע תעניות מהלכות פ״א ברמב״ם
 כגון לכם שייצר דבר כל כלומר בחצוצרות והרעותם אתכם הצורר הצר על שנאמר הצבור על

 לשיטת דהא כאן נתחדש דמה והצ״ע עכ״ל, והריעו עליהן זעקו בהן וכיוצא וארבה ודבר בצורת

 דוקא תפילה דחיוב הרמב״ן על המג״א קושית זהו ולכאורה מדאורייתא היא תפלה מצות הרמב״ם

 והי׳ מה״ת. דתפלה דסובר הרבמ״ם לשיטת גם צ״ע אבל זו. במצוה נכלל כבר הרי צרה בעת

 הרמב״ם שם ממ״ש שצ״ע אלא התפילה, על יתר בחצוצרות להריע מצוה נתחדש דכאן אפש״ל

 עכ״ל. הצבור על תבא שלא גדולה צרה עת בכל ה׳ לפני לצעוק והיא אחת מ״ע רז״ל המצוה במנין

 במגיד וצ״ע. מצוה בהך שנתחדש מה עיקר שזהו בחצוצרות להריע עשה בהמצות כלל לא הרי

 שבשעת ותקיעה זו תרועה שמנה שלו בסהמ״צ לרבינו וראיתי רז״ל הרמב״ם דברי על הקשה משנה

 פרשת בספר בתירוצו. וצ״ע בכתוב הם פסוקים שני שהרי למה אני ותמה אחת, במצוה הקרבנות

 על וזה קרבנות על שזה שוה זמנם ואין הואיל שוה שניהם שמעשה דאף להקשות הוסיף דרכים
 שהם ויובל השנה ראש של שופר בתקיעת וכמו מצוות לשתי למנותם הדין מן תבא שלא צרה

מצות. לשתי נמנים

 וזהו להשי״ת גדול כיוון לעורר הוא תקיעות שענין תקע״ה סי׳ במשב״ז הפמ״ג מש׳׳כ ועי׳

 ר״ה של בשופר משא״כ לשמים רק יקריבוהו שלא גדולה כוונה שצריך קרבן בעת חצוצרות מצות

 עפ״י מיוסדים דבריו עיי״ש. לחירות וזה בתשובה, ולשוב לבינו לשבור זה ענינים שני הם ויובל

 דעתם לכוין צריכין היו הקרבן שבשעת לפי המצוה ומשרשי וז״ל שפ״ד מצוה החינוך בס׳ מש״כ

 הכל אדון לפני שלימה כוונה הקרבן צריך וכן ידועות במחשבות נפסל שהוא שידוע כמו יפה

 ויצלהו עליו שירחם בוראו לפני דהתחננו גדול כוון האדם צריך הצרה בעת וג״כ עליו שצי+ונו
עיי״ש. וכו׳ מצרתו

 מקרא וקראו בו התענה אא׳׳כ מכפר יוה״כ יהא לא יכול דתניא )ז.( וכריתות )יג.( שבועות בגמ׳

 יום ת״ל מנין מלאכה בו ועשה קודש מקרא קראו ולא בו התענה לא מלאכה בו עשה ולא קודש

 בכריתות פרש״י וכן ויוה״ב, ישראל מקדש לומר בברכותיו קידשו לא ופרש״י מ״מ. הוא כפורים

 דאורייתא. דליהווי ביוה״כ ברכות אשכחן דלא הקשו ובתום׳ התפלה. סדר בתקון קודש מקרא

 דס״ל י״ל וז״ל בכריתות דרש״י מפרש לנר ובערוך נקיי׳ בכסות קודש מקרא פירשו כריתות בתום׳

 מן הוא דהחיוב וכיון בתפילה הקריאה כ׳׳ש קדש מקרא קראו נקרא נקייה דכסות הקריאה דאם

 ענין באיזו זו מצוה מקיים הימים משאר קדש מקראי בהם שנאמר הימים בכבוד להפריש התורה

 וכן ג״כ קדש מקרא בהם מקיים והברכות התפלותך סדר החכמים שתקנו עתה ולכן לכבוד מפרישו

 קראו לא התורה מן נקרא אזי לקדשו רוצה שאינו מפני שתנו והברכות התפלות בו התפלל לה אם

 דמפרש הרמב״ם על פנעח צפנת בספר עוד ועי׳ עכ״ל, יוה״כ לחלל בזה שנתכוון כיון קדש מקרא

מה״ת. הוי היום לצורך הזכרה דצריך היכי דכל דאורייתא דהוי רש״י דשיטת
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 קיבל שלא קודש מקראי בענין רש״י בשיטת לבאר דאפשר במחלוקת ולמעט בזה והנראה

מקראי דטעם הנ״ל אמור פ׳ בחומש הרמב״ן שיטת עפ״י ויוה״כ ישראל מקדש לומר בברכותיו

זקנלם של מפלהם



 בבית להקבץ ישראל על היא מצרה כי אותו לקדש ונאספים קרואים כולם הזה היום שיהיו קודש

 משתה יום אותו ולעשות נקי׳ בכסות לקל והלל דתפלה בפרהסיא היום לקדש מועד ביום אלקים

 נקי׳, ובכסות ובהלל בתפלה האדם את שמחייב החג ממעלות הרי וכו׳ בקבלה שנא׳ כמו ושמחה

 לקבל האדם את המחייב וזהו הדין וימי עלי׳ ימי שהם המועד בימי נתגלה שהקב״ה הדבר וביאור

 לנר ערוך בספר שביאר וכמו כיבוד מגדר זה שאין נראה ולכן נקי׳. ובכסות ובתפלה בהלל פניו

 אפשר ובכן נקי׳, וכסות ובהלל בתפלה ה׳ פני לקדם האדם שעל אלא רש״י שיטת לבאר בכריתות

 בכתר הרמב״ם וכמש״כ הציבור, על תבא שלא גדולה צרה עת בכל ה׳ לפני לצעוק מצוה דהך לבאר

 ברמב״ם שהוסיף וכמו להקב״ה להתקדם האדם את מחייבית שהצרה הביאור תעניות הלכות דריש

 שבגלל הכל ידעו ויריעו עלי׳ ויזעקו צרה שתבוא שבזמן הוא התשובה מדרכי זה ודבר ד׳ בהלכה

 ליישב חצוצרות שענין החינוך כונת וזהו וכו׳. הטו עונותיכם ככתוב להם הורע הרעים מעשיהם

השי״ת. לפני בהתחננו הכונה יחוד צריכה שהצרה האדם כונת
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 השי״ת לפני לצעוק מ״ע תעניות הלכות בראש דכתב הרמב״ם דכתב הא קצת יתיישב ולפי״ז

 ולא ה׳ מעשה שזה להכיר שהמצוה המכוון אלא בחצוצרות להריע מצוה הך כלל הזכיר ולא כו׳

 תהי׳ לא גמורה דרשה היא שאם אסתר המגילת קושיית יתורץ ובזה ג׳. בהלכה שהאריך וכמו מקרה

 תפלה של ענין זה אין הנ״ל ולפי חצוצרות בתרועת נצטוינו כבר שזה במג״א והקשה צרה בעת רק

 אבל ובתרועה בתפלה לזעוק מצוה להך הרמב״ן שכותב וזהו השם, מעשה שזה להכיר אלא

 ה׳ במצוה בהשגתו הרמב״ן דברי בסוף וכשנדייק להקב״ה, יתקרב שע״י עצמה הצרה הוא המחייב
 ונאמר הרב של במנינו אותו נמנה מה״ת עיקר בתפלה מדרשם יהי׳ אולי ואם וז״ל כמש״כ מוכח

 בתפלה הצרות מן המציל והוא תפלה שומע ויתעלה יתברך שהוא שנאמין הצרות לעת מצוה שהיא

 הצרה מן ומציל תפלה שומע שהוא שנאמין אלא התפלה עצם הדגיש לא הרי עכ״ל זה והבן וזעקה

­­כ­ התפילה. עצם ולא הוא שכן האמונה דהיינו

 פרשת מצות שמנה בה״ג שיטת על ג׳ בשורש הרמב״ן שהמליץ במה עיון צריך עדיין אבל

 שממנה לדורות ונוהגת צבור פרשת שהיא העגל מעשה על ע״ה מש״ר של תחנתו משה ויחל

 כ״ז לו ואמר כש״ץ הקב״ה שנתעטף מלמד פניו על ה׳ ויעבור כמ״ש הצרות בעת תחנונים נלמוד

 להך צריכים דלא חולק אסתר ובמגילת להם. מוחל ואני הזה כסדר עשה לפני חוטאין שישראל

 שיש אפשר מש״כ ולפי הרוחה. עת בין צרה עת בין יום בכל להתפלל נצטוינו שהרי משה דויחל

 קשה עדיין אבל תפלה. חובת כבר ויצא התפלל שכבר אף ההאמנה, עצם מצד הצרה מטעם מחייב

 תפלה מצות נכלל שבזה חצוצרות בתרועת נצטוינו שככר בעצמו אסתר במגלת שהקשה וכמו

וצ״ע. משה דויחל בהך נתחדש מה וא״כ

Dedicated by Mr. and Mrs. Chaim KaufmaA



When the fires of hate raged through

Europe during WWII, Rav Aharon was forced to flee, and 
his beloved Yeshiva was destroyed.

Upon his arrival in America, he u׳as determined to rebuild 
what was lost. With his fiery resolve, he established Torah in

Above: Morienu HaGaon 
Harav Aharon Kotler zt”l in 
Kletsk, c. 1922. Middle: Rav

Aharon zt”I in the 1930’s.
Bottom: Rav Aharon zt’l

1950’s

America, refusing to compromise in a "new World".

He started a yeshiva in Lakewood, which produced a 
new generation of Torah leaders. In this setting, the 
Roshei Yeshiva of Philadelphia spent their formative 
years, absorbing fully the message of their rebbe.



Rav Afiaron zt' 1 following a sfiiur in Pfiiladelpfiia Yesfiiva ~ 1961 
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Often, pivotal events in history are not recognized as such until much later, 

when their significance becomes apparent in retrospect. One could certainly 

apply this observation to the inauspicious beginnings of the Talmudical Yeshiva 

of Philadelphia. 

In order to appreciate the unlikely founding and early years of the Yeshiva's 

existence, it is necessary to understand Philadelphia Jewry of the 1950's, as 

well as the challenges that were faced by the Torah world at large. Philadelphia 

had been the cradle of the Conservative movement in America since the early 

1900's, and was still the epicenter of that movement's activity by the 1950's. 

While there was a nominal presence of authentic Torah Jews as well, they 

were vastly outnumbered by their less observant but substantially more afflu­

ent brethren. Moreover, the Conservative movement had quite successfully 

blurred the crucial distinctions between itself and Orthodoxy, and presented a 

glamorous picture of Judaism infused with modernity. Sadly, many of the less 

educated among Orthodoxy's ranks fell prey to this deception. 

. DEDICATED BY MR. AND MRS 

o LEVINSON וSHMUEL Dov 



HARAV MOSHE LIPSHUTZ ZT'L 

actively חRav Lipshutz bega חthat whe 

g for qualified Roshei Yeshiva חsoliciti 

e חסy חse was skeptical. A חthe respo 

familiar with the city's religious climate 

. realistic at best חsidered his quest u חco 

ued his חti חdeterred, co חRav Lipshutz, u 

t visitor at חg a freque חsearch, becomi 

. Beth Medrash Govoha of Lakewood 

 It was the legeח dary Rav Nossoח

Wachtfogel zt'I, mashgiach of BMG who 

. took Rav Lipshutz' request seriously 

the lookout for חסwas ever חRav Nosso 

s of חd the horizo חities to expa חopportu 

-t חt dau סחd he was חAmerica, a חTorah i 

HARAV NOSSON WACHTFOGEL ZT'L 

t to חt logically poi סחAll of which did 

d a חto fou חPhiladelphia as a likely locatio 

t yeshiva חa differe חfact, whe חyeshiva. l 

g חed the possibility of relocati חtertai חe 

to Philadelphia, a local Rav practically 

. forbade them to do so PAGE 
44 

Rav Moshe Lipshutz was the Rav of 

 K'hal Machzikei Hadasחס Sixth Street iח

t rav of חd vibra חPhiladelphia. A warm a 

the classic chassidishe mold , Rav Lipshutz 

felt that a Bais Medrash level yeshiva 

Philadelphia to חshould be established i 

g חd a rallyi חserve as a mokom Torah a 

g חt surprisi סחei Torah. It is חt for b חpoi 

~--~~ THE PHILADELPHIA STORY 



THE ROSH HAYESHIVA, 

RAV SHMUEL SHLITA, 

DURING THE EARLY 

DAYS OF THE 

YESHIVA . 

ed by what others perceived as 

insurmountable obstacles. Thus, 

it was he, along with R' Meir 

Mintz zt'I, who suggested Rav 

Shmuel Kamanetsky for the posi­

tion of Rosh HaYeshiva. 

Not all the parties involved 

were of like mind. Rav Lipshutz 

was interested in opening a Bais 

HaMedrash, whereas Rav Nosson 

and Rav Shmuel felt that a high 

school was most crucial for Philadelphia's 

NTZ ZT'L וHARAV MEIR M 

CHANUKAH 1956. TALMIDIM FROM 

THE YESHIVA GATHER AROUND RAV 

MOSHE LIPSHUTZ. 

youth in order for authentic Torah Judaism 

to take root and thrive. 

-~(§:::-- o KLEIN וDEDICATED BY MR. AND MRS. Dov ~~~-



f"F" ZT"L וHARAV YAAKOV KAMENETSKY ZT'L AND HARAV NAF"TALI R 

ARRIVE AT YESHIVA F"OR A BRIS. 

batim to embrace the new yeshiva. To 

this end, Rav Nosson and Rav Meir Mintz 

worked tirelessly, campaigning and gar­

nering both moral and monetary support, 

laying the necessary groundwork for the 

yeshiva to flourish. In a short time, many 

local rabbonim were galvanized into action, 

and became strong advocates of the 

Yeshiva's mission. It is interesting to note 

the famed Rov of Camden, HoRav Naftali 

Riff zt'I, also rallied to the yeshiva's cause 

although his kehilla did not directly benefit 

from its founding. 

It should be noted that there were 

-a number of ba'alei batim and lay lead 

behalf of the חסers who were also active 

yeshiva. Among these were Mr. Nathan 

. Perilstein, the Yeshiva's first president, Mr 

Hyman Korman, who served as Chairman 

In fact, a yeshiva high school actually 

had been opened some time earlier, but its 

existence was short-lived. Rabbi Sholom 

Shneiderman, a talmid of the RaShaB, 

was the Rav of K'hal Dorshei Shalom 

in Philadelphia. He was very involved 

in the struggle to advance chinuch in 

Philadelphia, and although the high school 

he had opened did not survive, he was very 

instrumental in the eventual opening of the 

Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia. 

The decision was reached to open a 

pilot Bais Medrash level class that would 

serve as the nucleus around which a high 

school would subsequently be formed. 

However, in order to accomplish this, it 

would be necessary to enlist the assistance 

of local rabbonim, whose endorsement 

would hopefully convince wary ba'alei 



"ל r:זשנ"ד:ערמאךנינישלוםחרב
A talmid of tfie Ras fiab , Rav S fi olom Scfineiderman zt'l was determined to improve the yiddisfikeit of tfie Strawberry 

Mansion community. ln what was considered a very bold move, fie establisfied Yesfiiva Ofiel Moishe, the only talmud 

-ey progress in Torah. Unfortunate וfe elements of society, as t וfthat fiad a dormitory to sfi elter young minds from t וftora 

ing וfe idea surfaced of establis וfen t וfiva was forced to c/ose its doors. W וfe yes וfose efforts did not bear fruit, and t וfly, t 

this yesfiiva , he embraced the project by offering fiis building as the Yesfiiva's first fiome. lt sfiou/d be noted that tfi is was 

done covertly lest they raise the ire of the Yesfiiva's powerful opponents. En route to a meeting for what was to become 

wfio toiled for Torah הע"ourYesfiiva , Rav Sfiolom was tragically struck by a car. Rav Sfiolom and fiis Rebbetzin Cfiarna 

. iva and its ta lmidim וfe Yes וfeir /egacy /ives on in t וfeir own. T וfildren of t וfc וfe klal were not blessed wit וfand for t 

יכרתלאאשרלחםאתךעולםשם

It was Rav Sholom Shneiderman who 

took care of the basic necessity of a build­

ing. With his connections at the local 

Talmud Torah, he procured the use of a 

building in the Strawberry Mansion area 

of the board, and Mr. Edward Gornish. The 

important behind-the-scenes work of these 

and other individuals was fundamental to 

the Yeshiva's success. 

Meanwhile, it became clear that the 

monumental task of opening and success­

fully conducting a yeshiva was not a job for 

one individual. Rav Shmuel chose Rav Dov 

Schwartzmann, who was then delivering 

chaburos at Mesivta Rabbi Chaim Berlin , 

to be his shutaf. Rav Hutner zt'I, the Rosh 

HaYeshiva, reluctantly consented to Rav 

Dov's departure. 

RAV HUTNER ZT'L CAME TO YESHIVA TO 

, ATTEND THE BRIS OF RAV ZEV'S SON 

TZCHOK וTHE FUTURE RAV AVROHOM Y 

• HOBERMAN, - NINTH GRADE REBBE 

BOTTOM: RAV SHMUEL 

• WITH RAV ZEV 



September of 1955, when the חI 

g Bais Hamedrash was a almost חfledgli 

th grade class חi חtwo years old, the pilot 

Carefully ח.of the Talmudical Yeshiva bega 

g from the elite cadres of BMG's חselecti 

scholars, the roshei yeshivah chose 

augurate the חto i חRav Zev Hoberma 

high school. Although the first class did 

, s חumber of local Philadelphia חclude a חi 

the majority of boys came from New York 

g to חteresti חdeed, it is i חd elsewhere. I חa 

itially חote, that the yeshiva which was i ח

ded primarily to service the host חte חi 

 commuח ity, has had a great impactחס

the broader Orthodox world. While there 

ce חoticeable prese חa חhas always bee 

the high school, the חs i חof Philadelphia 

g used at the time. The חt bei סחthat was 

s of חctio חg served the multiple fu חbuildi 

d חa חBais Hamedrash, dormitory, kitche 

ukah חCha חס, d so it was חg room. A חi חdi 

e חi 5714ח, December 1953, that 

BY TALMIDIM 

ON PURIM 

g from various mesivtos חbochurim harki 

-the old build חed i חNew York, conve חi 

at the Talmudical חg for their first z'ma חi 

. Yeshiva of Philadelphia 

~~- -~«§)~ THE PHILADELPHIA STORY 



lion's share of the student body has been 

from other areas. 

It must be realized that although a small 

number of yeshiva high-schools with dormi­

tories did exist at the time, the concept was 

somewhat of a novelty. Indeed, any high 

the חסschool which put such an emphasis 

primacy of Torah lishmah - for its own 

sake - was not at all in consonance with 

the prevailing attitude of the time, which 

reflected a pursuit of The American Dream. 

One of the cornerstones of the yeshiva's 

philosophy was the absolute, unequivo­

cal approach towards the quality and the 

centrality of the limudei kodesh program. 

Although many parents' primary concern 

was their child's secular education, which 

the yeshiva provided, the yeshiva's goal 

and mission statement remained clear. The 

gemorah would be studied in depth at a 

high level of scholarship, so that talmidei 

chachomim of the highest caliber would 

develop. 

In order to accommodate the yeshiva's additional enrollment, and with an eye towards 

the anticipated continued growth, the yeshiva in 1955 purchased a building at 6040 Drexel 

Rd. The building served as Bais hamedrash, dining area, kitchen, and partial dormitory 

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF OUR PARENTS 

MR. AND MRS. SHLOMO RIEDER 

AND ESTHER RIEDER וBY Yuss 
~~- : -~@)> 





CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: THE 

FIRST BAIS MEDRASH AT 6040 . 

A GROUP OF THE VERY FIRST 

TALMIDIM OF THE YESHJVA. 

THE DINlNG ROOM IN 1956 . 



facility. An additional dormitory site was 

. nearby Woodbine Avenue חסrented 

Things seemed to be developing nicely 

for the nascent Yeshiva, as the following 

year saw the addition of another class. 

The yeshiva was earning a reputation for 

excellence, and was beginning to gain the 

confidence of potential applicants. 

And then, an unanticipated crisis 

occurred. Due to personal reasons, Rav Dov 

found it necessary to leave Philadelphia. 

As the yeshiva was still in its gestation 

period, this event could have had devastat­

ing repercussions. However, in late 1956, 

Rav Elya Svei, a talmid of Lakewood who 

had been delivering chaburos in the Mirrer 

~~-· -~~~ THE PHILADELPHIA STORY 



Yeshiva, assumed the vacant position of 

Rosh Hayeshiva. Rav Shmuel and Rav 

Elya had been childhood acquaintances 

in Europe, where their fathers had stud­

ied in Slabodka, and had enjoyed a very 

close relationship throughout the years. 

They learned together as chavrusos in 

Bais Medrash Govoha. 

Several bochurim came from 

Lakewood at this juncture, in order to 

lend chizuk to the bais hamedrash dur­

ing the transition period. One of these 

was a young Uri Mandelbaum, who would 

eventually become a member of the han­

halah. 

With abundant siyata d'shmaya, the 

yeshiva continued to thrive uninterrupt­

edly. By 1958, the high school was com­

plete. The ninth grade shiur was given by 

Rav Uri Mandelbaum, the tenth by Rav 

Moshe Eisemann, the eleventh grade 

rebbe was Rav Leib Taub, and Rav Zev 

Hoberman taught the twelfth grade. 

~~~~- -~@> DEDICATED BY ITCHY AND FRADY GOLDBRENNER 
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The yeshiva's growth was not only discern­

ible in numbers but in the type of bochurim 

who now sought to be accepted. Whereas 

initially the Roshei Yeshivah would canvass 

other schools or summer camps trying to find 

bochurim whose latent talents had not yet 

blossomed, the yeshiva had now, in those few 

years achieved renown for uncompromised 

excellence in learning. Bochurim who aspired 

to develop into true bnei Torah recognized the 

Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia as a unique 

opportunity to do so. 

ABOVE LEFT : REB URI DURING HIS 

EARLY DAYS AT THE YESHIVA. 

LEFT: (L TO R) REB URI, REB AVROHOM, 

REB LEIB . 

BELOW: RAV 5HMUEL WITH TALMIDIM OF 

THE YESHIVA 

--:::@~- -~~ --:::@~ 



LEFT TO RIGHT: RAV MOSHE, RAV ELYA, RAV LEIB. 

-are clearly identifiable as Philadephia talmi Significantly, from its very inception 

dim. Periodic shmuessen by the Roshei the yeshiva also placed great emphasis 

, Hayeshiva, and later by the Mashgiach the refining of middos and the study of חס

Rav Avrohom Golombek, are basic staples mussar. Indeed, the daily mussar seder is 

of the complete chinuch that the yeshiva seen as a crucial element of the yeshiva's 

. espouses success in the molding of b'nei torah who 

Beyond the textual study of mus­

sar, there is perhaps an element that 

has played an even more central role 

in producing this special brand of bnei 

Torah. For it is ultimately the subtle, 

subliminal influence of role models that 

forms the backbone of character devel­

opment and life's views. As bochurim 

HARAV MOSHE CHEVRONI ZT'L, ROSH YESHl-

VAS CHEVRON, LISTENS TO A COMMENT AFTER 

DELIVERING A SHIUR IN THE PHILADELPHIA 8AIS 

MEDRASH. 

DEDICATED BY OUVIE AND YOCHEVED FISHER @ב@(@>-~--~-::ב::-~ 
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witness the constant striving for 

growth and improvement displayed 

by the Roshei Hayeshiva, this ideal 

becomes incorporated into their 

own mindset: don't stagnate in life. 

Always continue shteiging, both in 

learning and in personal growth. 

Similarly the ultimacy of k'vod 

shomayim as the absolute value 

in rendering many life and tzibur 

decisions, is one that has been well 

absorbed. As personal concerns, 

even apparent spiritual gains, are 

considered by the Roshei Hayeshiva 

only iin light of the ulimate resultant 

Honor of Hashem, bochurim observe 

and emulate. 

To accommodate some local 

bochurim whose background in 

Gemara was less extensive, the 

~--~~ 



yeshiva at this stage began engaging the 

services of an additional ninth grade rebbe, 

to teach a parallel class. This helped the 

weaker boys gradually mainstream with 

their peers in the regular class. This, too, 

was a reflection of a core component of the 

yeshiva's unwritten mission statement - to 

assist each bochur in achieving his maxi­

mum potential, without compromising the 

overall high caliber of learning. 

In 1959, the yeshiva moved into the 

recently purchased building at 6063 Drexel 

Road, which served as a dormitory, bais 

. hamedrash, dining room and kitchen facility 

, The campus was beneficially consolidated 

longer requiring the use of the rented סח

Woodbine Avenue facility. The building at 

6040 Drexel was now used exclusively as a 

-dormitory. In conjunction with the other 

wise low key chanukas habayis of the new 

bais hamedrash, a momentous event took 

, place. The Rosh Hayeshiva of Lakewood 

Rav Aharon Kotler visited Philadelphia, and 

0PPOSITE PAGE CLOCKWISE: STANDING : RAV ZEV , RAV LEIB , RAV 

. TTING: THE ROSHEI HAYESHIVA וMOSHE, RAV URI . S 

-RABBI BORUCH BER YOFFE - NINTH GRADE REBBE FOR PHILADEL 

. PHIANS - MAKES A POINT AS HIS TALMIDIM LISTEN ON 

. A TALMID LOOKING AT A SEFER IN THE LIBRARY OF THE YESHIVA 

ABOVE: THE ROSH HAYESHIVA ZT ' L, RAV AHARON KOTLER JUST AFTER 

. DELIVERING A SHIUR IN THE BAIS MEDRASH OF PHILADELPHIA YESHIVA 

DEDICATED BY MR. AND MRS. KURT STEIN -~@:> ~ ... --~~~ 
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s as חסus life situati סugh vari סthr 

r yiras סg f חstill a strivi חwell as i 

 shomayim aח d tikuח hamidos iח

. g charges חthe you 

MR. ERWIN 

WEINBERG. 

-g of the yeshi חthe passi חסUp 

 va's presideח t, Mr. Ed Gס rח ish, iח 1962 ,

. berg חWei חst was filled by Mr. Erwi סthe p 

rs, was סberg, like his predecess חMr. Wei 

ce to the yeshiva's חvaluable assista חof i 

 cחס tiח ued grס wth, aח d has beeח ­a cחס

ovative leadership חחf i סurce סt s חsta 

. ut the years סugh סthr 

 delivered a shiurחס Maseches Kiddushi,ח

. churim סthe b חסg impact חסg a str חmaki 

The Rosh HaYeshiva zt'l's nachas from 

f his talmidim was סts חmplishme ססthe ac 

. t חappare 

m סh סd this time, R' Avr חAt arou 

d חf the yeshiva a סus חalum חmbek, a סl סG 

 a talmid of HoRav Vechezkel Leweח stei,ח

ed the חovezher mashgiach, joi חthe Po 

 haח halah. As the high school coח tiח ued tס

-y a mash סempl סecessary t חw, it was סgr 

churim סuld help guide b סw סgiach wh 

OPPOSITE PAGE CLOCKWISE: RAV MOSHE FEINSTEIN 

ZT ' L DELIVERING A SHIUR IN THE OLD BAIS MEDRASH; 

RAV AVROHOM; A CHABURA DURING THE EARLY DAYS 

OF YESHIVA; THE ROSHEI HAYESHIVA IN CONVERSA-

TION AS A BOCHUR LOOKS ON . 

PAGE 
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In 1964, it was decided to add an addi­

tional shiur to the bais hamedrash, which 

would be delivered by Rav Zev Hoberman. 

Rav Yaakov Stefansky, a talmid of Bais 

Medrash Govoha, assumed the tenth grade 

position. 

The 1960's proved to be a time of great 

social upheaval for America at large, and 

for its youth in particular. College students 

challenged their parents' values and mor-

als, openly flaunting their opposition and 

. disdain. In retrospect, this was the flash 

point of the subsequent steady decay in 

American society, its supposed ethics, and 

inherent morality. Throughout this eruption 

of moral confusion, the yeshiva remained a 

bulwark, a veritable Teivas Noach, shielding 

its talmidim from the negative influences of 

society and fortifying them with the unwav-

ering confidence of hashkofas haTorah. 

0PPOSJTE PAGE CLOCKWISE: RAV MOSHE EISEMANN WITH­

RAV YAAKOV ; A TALMID ENGROSSED IN A SUGYA; RAV ELYA, 

TALMIDIM LEARN JN THE LJBRARY OF THE YESHIVA . 

~~- -~ DEDICATED JN HONOR OF THE ROSHEI HAYESHIVA 
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often share somewhat similar backgrounds 

in learning, they vary widely in the style 

of shiur they deliver. Thus, talmidim are 

exposed to a variety of analytical approach­

es and paces in their learning rather than 

being limited to a specific mold. 

Its great popularity notwithstanding, 

the yeshiva generally maintained a care­

ful quota, not allowing oversized classes 

which would compromise the success of 

the talmidim. Nurturing individual growth 

and helping each bochur reach his poten-

HAKORAS HATOV TO THE ROSHEI HAYESHIVA 

ENAS וFROM ALL TH E D 

RAV BORUCH BER ZT"L WIT'i RAV S'il"'ON S'iKOP ZT L. 

0PPOSITF PAGF BOTTOM L EFT RAV E"LCHONON ZT L 

BOTTOM RIGHT RAV YE.:RUCHUIVI Z ' L 

In 1966, Rav Zev Hoberman left the 

yeshiva, and it became necessary to find a 

new bais hamedrash rebbe. In a departure 

from precedent, the Roshei Yeshiva did not 

select a Lakewood avreich, but chose Rav 

Mendel Kaplan, a talmid of Baranovich and 

Mir in Europe, who had taught for many 

years in Skokie, Illinois. Rav Mendel intro­

duced a new dimension of mesorah from 

Reb Elchonon Wasserman, Reb Yeruchum 

Levovitz, Reb Shimon Shkop and other 

European gedolim. It should be noted that 

in general, although the yeshiva's Rebbeim 

-~@:::--~@:::--~~-



ABOVE: RAV LEIB PONDERS A TALMID'S POINT. 

BELOW: RAV YITZCHOK WITH A TALMID . 

tial has always been a basic tenet of 

the yeshiva. Nonetheless, the addi­

tional bais hamedrash shiur along with 

the trend of remaining in the higher 

bais hamedrash shiur for several years, 

increased the yeshiva's numbers. To 

accommodate this growth, the yeshiva 

purchased a structure abutting the 

main campus, at 6020 Overbrook 

Avenue, which was used as additional 

dormitory space. 

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY ~--~~ 



In 1968, Rav Moshe Eisemann left Philadelphia to assume a position in Yeshiva 

Ner Yisroel of Baltimore. The Roshei Hayeshiva selected Rav Yitzchok Perman, a 

talmid of Ner Visroel and Bais Medrash Elyon, to deliver the eleventh grade shiur. 

Continued growth necessitated the move to a new bais ham~drash in 1969. An 

adjacent building that had been included in the 6063 purchase had served until that 

time as a gymnasium. It was now renovated to serve as a bais hamedrash, with the 

first floor remodeled with shiur rooms and offices for the Roshei Hayeshiva. 

DEDICATED BY MR. AND MRS. YAAKOV FELDMAN 





CHANUKAS HABAYIS 

1969 

Kislev 1969. On a blustery Friday afternoon, students and some /aymen 

and gathered together for the humble dedication of the yeshiva's new 

residence. The event was not marked with much fanfare and publicity, 

but attended by those who believed in its vision. 

Tl1e underlying n1essage of the 

, Medrash, explained Rav Elya 

was the requiren1ent for "mesiras 

nefesh". ln order for the Sl1echina 

to dwell among n1an, one n1ust have 

self sacrifice. Yitzchak embodied 

this ideal, reaching its zenith at tl1e 

akeida. Nissan was his month, thus it 

. n1erited the Mishkan's inauguration 

Kislev had no such hero, and was 

passed over. Many years later, the 

Cl1ashmonaim personified this 

same virtue, total sacrifice and pure 

ce, Kislev was repaid בidedication. He 

. with its own chanukas habais 

Entl1usiastic and joyous dancing erupted, as the 

energy filled the room. Clutching the siferi torah, 

they excitedly brought them into their new horne. 

osh Ha Yeshiva Rav Elya arose to address the 

audience. His shuir delved into 

the laws of the sanctity of a Bais 'ייייייי---י"

Haknesses. The shuir reminded 

all those present that it was not 

the exterior appearance and 

decor which gives the meaning 

to a place. True beauty derives 

frorn how much one treats a 

. place with the proper respect 

Rav Elya continued with a 

shmuess. He quoted a Medrash 

that while the mishkan was 

completed in the month of 

Kislev, it was not inaugurated . 

until Nissan. It was Hasl1em's desire to comn1ence the 

dwelling of his Shechina in the month of Yitzchak's 

Avinu's birth. Because the opportunity to con1me11ce 

the mishkan existed in Kislev and was passed over, 

an obligation was incurred to repay that n1onth. 

Y ears later, this repayment came in the forn1 of the 

Chashmonin1's victory and immediate rededication of 

the Beis Hamikdosh. 

The Rosh Ha Yeshiva concluded by stating that the 

Yeshiva is our vehicle to bring down Hashem's Presence. 

In order to accomplish this goal one n1ust exhibit 

mesiras nefesh. Staying to learn after the regular taxing 

schedule of the yeshiva is one example of how this ideal 

is realized. 

Rav Elya asked wl1y was it of paramount importance 

to have the rnishkan inaugurated in the month of 

Yitzcl1ak's birth. Additionally, if tl1is reason still existed 

in the future, how was it possible to repay Kislev. 

This message has remained a constant part of the yeshiva's essence. One 

can walk into the beis Medrash well into the night, with the sweet sounds of 

/earning tirelessly prevailing, only be reminded of the late hour by the clock. 



ABOVE: RAV SHIMON WITH A TALMID. 

BELOW : RAV SHMUEL WITH RAV URI. 

In 1970, the ninth grade was divided into two parallel classes to provide 

greater individual attention to students requiring more assistance in their learn­

ing, a practice that had been implemented as necessary throughout the years. 

Rav Shimon Sturman, an alumnus of the yeshiva who had continued learning in 

Lakewood, was hired to teach the additional ninth grade class. 

official סחUntil this time, there was 

menahel of the high school , and Rav 

-Shmuel had fulfilled that capacity along 

. side his other numerous responsibilities 

When obligations from both within the 

yeshiva and from the outside began to 

increase, the necessity of a designated 
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menahel became obvious. Rav Uri, who 

had been a member of the hanhallah from 

the yeshiva's earliest years, assumed that 

position in 1971, leaving Rav Shimon as 

the regular ninth grade rebbe. 

The l 970's saw the yeshiva as a lead-

DISCUSSING A SUGYA. ing force and pacesetter in the yeshiva 

world, as emerging mosdos sought to 

duplicate its successes. The· yeshiva's mechanchim, rabbonim and 
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. he yeshiva's student body has been considered an important benefit זhas always typified 

The yeshiva does not, and never has catered to a specific element or type of bochur. At any 

, given period one could find boys of Chassidish, Litvish, Sephardic, or any other background 

harking from places such as Toronto, Chicago, Cleveland, Denver, Montreal, Detroit, Los 

, Angeles - literally from coast to coast. The yeshiva has welcomed boys from Eretz Yisroel 

Mexico, Belguim, Switzerland and even 

-Australia. This diversity also helps under 

score the idea that the primary area of 

commonality is shteiging in learning, yiras 

. shomayim and tikkun hamidos 

In 1975, the yeshiva purchased the 

building at 6055 Drexel Road adjacent to 

the main building, to serve as an addition­

al dormitory facility. Although this would 

be the yeshiva's final property acquisition, 

the campus would still undergo consider­

able metamorphosis in the coming years. 

In the later 1970's and early 1980's, 

the yeshiva reached its maximum capac­

ity, and the bais hamedrash was inad­

equate to accommodate the burgeoning 

student body. Thus, in 1983, the yeshiva 

completed the construction of its new bais 

hamedrash building. The chanukas habayis 

was perceived not only as an inauguration 

of the bais hamedrash building,. but also as 

a celebration of the yesh1'1a itself, which 



had indeed come full circle with its spacious and modern bais hamedrash. The simcha 

was attended by a broad spectrum of roshei yeshiva and gedolim, including Rav Yitzchok 

Ruderman zt'I, Rav Nosson Wachtfogel zt'I, R' Levi Krupenia zt'I, and Rav Avrohom Pam 

zt'I among others. Throngs of alumni crowded the building for the gala affair, which was 

emotional and uplifting. 

The building was joined to the old 

bais hamedrash building, which under­

went a complete renovation. The upper 

level now housed a complete well­

stocked library, offices of the roshei 

hayeshiva, an ezras noshim overlooking 

the new bais hamedrash, and a shiur 

room. The lower level consisted of a 

rebbeim's office, a spacious locker room, 

and restrooms. 
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The following Elul, Rav Chaim Ozer 

Gorelik assumed the first year bais hame­

drash position. A talmid of Yeshivas Bais 

~~--~~~ 

by tragedy, with the sudden petirah 

. of the beloved Rav Mendel Kaplan 

-Rav Mendel had inspired gen 

erations of talmidim and imbued 

them with a love of learning, and 

. elevated life חaspirations to live a 

The levaya, hastily conducted at 

Kennedy airport, took place right 

before erev Pesach. As Rav Shmuel 

noted, "r'tzon y'rei'av ya'aseh"- Rav 

Mendel who lived his whole life 

self-negation and fleeing from חi 

honor merited a levayah which 

. exemplified that attitude 

-Rav Mendel's passing left a gap 

the yeshivah, which was חing void i 

sadness. The roshei חenveloped i 

hayeshiva, their own sense of loss 

notwithstanding, strove mightily to 

bolster the bochurim's morale, so 

that their learning could continued 

. unimpeded 
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Hatalmud and Rav Berel Soloveichik zt'I of 

Brisk, Rav Chaim Ozer had been a maggid shiur 

for many years. 

DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF 

 RAV SHLOMO WEILLז"ל





Rav Mendel Kaplan's arrival in Philadelphia Yeshiva added a new dimension to the personality of 

the yeshiva. Although the inte11t was to have a rebbe who was bred in the European yeshivas, Rav 

. to transcend any boundary or stereotype זMendel's keen abilities a11d personality allowed hin 

. His youthful vigor and energy closed any generation gap as he was widely loved and respected 

of Europe, he was a bridge to the past. ln his youth, he studied in זA talmid of the gedolin 

Baronovitch under the tutelage of Rav Elchonon Wasserman, who maintained a yeshiva for 

younger bochurim. He then advanced to Grodno to learn fron1 one of the foremost analytical 

minds of his time, R' Shimon Shkop. Eventually he 'went to the Mir. His exposure to all these 

. gedolim formed deep impressions which he later passed on to the future generations 

This typified Rav Mendel's style in being able to 

inspire people to elevate their life and personal 

motives. A nephew of an old acquaintance of 

his from Europe came to his class. Rav Mendel 

constantly reminded the boy of his prestigious 

roots, imploring him to reach the great stature of 

his family. 

His impressions always reflected a bigger picture. 

Once, a bochur picked up a piec.e of shamoios 

that was lying on the floor and gave it a kiss. Rav 

Mendel asked the bochur if he would kiss a piece of 

bread that was on the ground as well. Rav Mendel 

exclaimed that he would be quicker to kiss the 

bread. Looking at the boy's puzzled expression, 

he explained that the talmidim, born in America, 

don't appreciate the abundant supply of food 

around us. We can not fathom what is like to not 

even have a simple slice of bread to eat. 

DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF 

 RAV YONAH WEINSTEINן"ל

Fi st seder by Rav Mendel began with the talmidim 

le rning b'chavrusa. Every so often, Rav Mendel 

w uld want to make a remark, and would gather 

the talmidim around him by knocking on his desk. 

One day, he banged, but instead of summoning 

his talmidim to his desk, he walked towards the 

window. He noted that he was greatly privileged 

to see the gedolim of yesteryear. Looking outside he 

instructed his talmidim to observe Rav Elya. "This 

is how a godol walks. He walks with an oyl, a yoke." 

The high esteem and respect in which he held the 

Roshei Ha Y eshiva was evident. Once observing 

Rav Shmuel, he commented to his talmidim on 

the Rosh HaYeshiva's sacrifice for Torah. "With a 

mind like that, Rav Shmuel would have been head 

of "l' chol hapachus Chrysler". lnstead, he dedicated 

his immense talents to the spread of T orah. 



His approach mirrored the magiddim of 

past. His shiur was constantly peppered 

with stories and anecdotes. Rav Mendel 

once arrived with clippings from a 

newspaper. A bochur, unaccustomed 

to such behavior approached Rav Elya. 

"Many people can teach torah, but how 

many rebbeim can teach how to read 

the New York Times," Rav Elya said. On 

another occasion, bochurim commented 

on the superfluous nature of Rav Mendel's 

stories in the larger context of the shiur. 

Rav Elya told the bochurim that if he had 

the ability, he would lift up his kapata and 

go to Rav Mendel's shuir just to listen to his 

stories". Rav Elya emphasized this point by 

relating an incident involving Rav Chaim 

Voloshin. A bochur once approached Rav 

Chaim and asked that his rebbe teach him 

kabala. Rav Chaim acquiesced, and took 

a stroll with the boy, telling him stories, as 

if it was a storytelling session. The bochur 

was quite disappointed. Expecting to 

-unlock great mystical secrets, he instead 

went home with some mundane stories. 

Y ears later, this young scholar became a 

godal b'yisrael, and delved into the kabala 

himself. He recounted that he was only 

able to comprehend the ideas that were 

subtly contained in Rav Chaim's stories. 

Any concepts not touched upon in those 

sessions were beyond his ability to grasp. 

Rav Elya concluded, "This is the power of 
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stories a godol tells you. They can open 

up your heart and mind to understand 

your learning!" Many years later, students 

realized the stories that Rav Mendel 

clothed in such simple garb, were only 

fully understood after much personal 

experience and time. 

He once brought a Ruziel Hamalach to 

the shuir. All were deeply impressed when 

he informed us it was writte11 by a malach. 

With a twinkle in his eye, he said he could 

show us one even better. Picking up a 

Chumash, he said "this one was written 

by Hashem". His keen insight into human 

psychology understood that many times it 

is just a matter of how things are packaged 

and presented that could inspire others. 

Rav Mendel always managed to gain some 

insight from any circumstance despite its 

surroundings. Once traveling by train to 

attend a wedding, Rav Mendel struck up a 

conversation with a nearby Gentile. When 

the Gentile heard of tl1e Rav's destination, 

he told hin1 "have a good time". Rav 

Mendel when telling this incident to his 

class added that in the mind of a gentile, 

life revolves around having a good time. ln 

contrast, a Jewish mind understands that 

nothing could equate bringing true joy to a 

choson and kallah. 



His life was the yeshiva. He came on 

Sunday and did not travel home until 

Erev Shabbos. He tried very hard to avoid 

all displays of honor towards him. He 

believed that kovod comes from heaven 

in a n1etaphysical way, and receiving any 

honor would di1ninish his true reward in 

tl1e world to come. Once, as he arrived i11 

the Y eshiva, a talmid insisted on carrying 

his rebbe's suitcase. Rav Mendel adamantly 

refused. The student threatened to take 

his rebbe to a din torah. He explained that 

he has an obligation to honor his rebbe. 

Although his rebbe refused assistance 

in order not to diminish his olam haba, 

but 1 am being robbed of iny duty to be 

m' chabed the rebbe. Rav Mendel grinned 

and gave in to his eager student. 

Rav Mendel was loath to receive help 

from anyone. He went to great lengths 

to avoid any help. Once, at two o'clock 

in the morning, he crept silently out of 

the building. A student whose room was 

adjacent to his rebbe was surprised by 

hearing Rav Mendel leave at such a late 

hour. Trailing quietly behind, he was in 

total disbelief when Rav Mendel went to 

the trunk and took out a tire. He wanted 

to change his tire without anyone's help, 

and realized that the late hour would 

be the perfect_ opportunity. The dazed 

student rushed to the scene and insisted 

on allowing him to finish the job, while his 

rebbe would get his well needed rest. 

A certain taln1id, whose parents were not 

thrilled about their son's choice to stay 

i11 Y eshiva, heard that they were con1ing 

to visit him. At the time, the yeshiva did 

not yet have the i11odern dormitory that 

exists today. Consequently, roo1ns were 

often not very grandiose. Rav Mendel told 

the bochur not to take his parents to his 

room. When they see the poor conditions 

of his sleeping quarters, it might reinforce 

their opposition to his learning. lnstead, 

suggested Rav Mendel, "take them to 

my room". This way they'll walk away 

with a better impression of their son's 

con1mitment to learning. 

He was a master at his art, instilling 

hundreds of students with a love of 

learning. His own remarkble character 

served as a reminder to others to care 

not only about ones self. He was able to 

impress upon generations a sense of what 

was rigl1t. 

ln 1985, right before Pesach, our beloved 

rebbe passed away. The hastily arranged 

levya took place on erev Pesach, the humble 

and sad ceremony at Kennedy airport. His 

disdain of all honor still continued even in his 

death, leaving the bereaved yeshiva only with 

his legacy. Yehi zichro boruch. 

DEDICATED BY LABE AND BLIMIE TWERSKI 



Just as it seemed that the yeshiva had achieved menucha v'nachala , poised to con­

tinue its harbotzas haTorah uninhibited, the greatest crisis in its history occurred. On a 

wintry night in November 1988, just one week before Chanukah, a fire raged through the 

main building, causing extensive damage. Fortunately, everyone was evacuated from the 

building, but it took firefighters nearly five hours to get the blaze under control. And so, at 

a stage in life when the roshei hayeshiva might have been enjoying the fruits of their many 

years of toil, the Herculean task of rebuilding now demanded their rising to the challenge 

as never before. 
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Sleeping accommodations 

were quickly arranged for the doz­

ens of bochurim whose dormitory 

rooms had been consumed by the 

fire. However, by the following 

morning, the painful but neces­

sary decision had been made - the 

entire student body would be sent 

home until the yeshiva could 

facilitate a temporary solution to 

the greater problem that loomed 

ahead. 
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Before resuming the incredible narrative of the yeshiva's rebuilding, it behooves us to 

-the unsung heroes of the tragic fire - the bochurim. A renowned mussar personal חסfocus 

-ity once noted that a bochur learning well while in yeshiva has not yet proved his creden 

tials. It is when he is thrust into an environment that is not conducive to shteiging that 

the real litmus test of greatness occurs. Almost immediately after the talmidim were sent 

-home, regular sedorim were organized at the Bais Yehudah shul in Boro Park. The punc 

tuality, the determined hasmodah and the keen sensitivity to shmiras hazman which have 

-always been the hallmark of the Philadelphia yeshiva, were now put to the test. Those try 
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The yeshiva was now faced with a dual 

task. Firstly, to conceive of and implement 

a plan of action that would enable talmidim 

, to return as quickly as possible. Secondly 

, a new building endeavor חסto embark 

envisioning the yeshiva's needs for the 

future, and raising the enormous funds it 

. would require 

ing times were perhaps the yeshiva's finest 

hour, as the kol Torah that reverberated in 

a shul in Brooklyn was truly reminiscent 

of the Bais Hamedrash in Philadelphia. 

Throughout the ensuing period of severely 

compromised conditions in Philadelphia, 

the bochurim doggedly pursued their 

limudim with an intensity that was actually 

heightened in the face of adversity. 
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PUBLISHED BY THE YESHIVA IN 1988 FOR THE REBUILDING CAMPAIGN 
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ng appc:t111n1 about וh וno שוThc:rc: w 

1111 'ere \\ זbes tha sוd d מthc dinner a 
neat rO\\ 10 thc bumt סuck i ו

t aJJ ת:וhe זוm tablc:s, bu וdining roc 
ned; a dinner served that וarem 

. would ne'o'Cr be caten 
m1Jli111 out11ide, tudcnlJI 

ll וns, were Jt וru around the 
ring from tbe emotionaJ ~ rcco 

icaJ •וumber of loai תock, b111 a hו
problel!I$ had arisen durin1 tbc 

ווht. One immcdiak roncem w aiע
61 for tbose ןqetמellts. 1lcepiq arr 
 \iboys wbo roomecם 1he naaiת

bcז Bed1 werc tct up in oc iםa-build 
bomes. aad 'זbbeiםו buildinp, in Re 

) 1 ~-c-תw.1( 

 oeוז•-1 ,,..,.....",,..ז..,........ v-o1ר•ו ןוו".....,.....,.. ..... .,..
-~" ... ,.. ....... ," .........-- ... ז.,..... ...........- .s..i {lt.cllll ..,. ",... ~. ~ ,8-יIC י-...,.. 'י-יי-,.......... ""..,...

 ~ ......... ".-,,,. .......... "" ..........--ןז

-s a mo t unusuaL force: prop ח:וfi 
sc:d it provid \\ith ~ rl) harn 

-i ht, "armth and comfon. Un 
• at וa: cי.< crly d וt טhc:c c:d. 11 <:11n bc 

y, and זo human l1fe. proper וng 
ion '""דסl 

uboorn, ruth\t. , and זsn: c.in bc וf 
. lt can movc \\'ith ~ ab וcnpredi 

ncrediblc spc:ed or it <:an lie 
 moldו: nng for hou.ח

:r אen1111. , 'o\em ~ e > eבd On Tu 
in the ~ udenl וhc ו ,ו, h 9ז 

n bu1ld1ng of 1he Philadelpbia גma 
 Yםiva \\<ere attcnding to bu hו ncע

 usu;al. Some v. re up . 1ח.1נ
v.·ere 1חud1C$, othc ~ 1ew1ng thc:ir ~ re 

for cvcning clau: but iתg r aקprc: 
 I or ~ moו he bochurim wc:rcו tnוeו

g re d) for d1nner תning room ge111 וd 
ive uund ur muke זoשv.hcn the int 

t \ו. r וalarm$ uddc:nly filJ('(J the a 
didn'I know ~ first, many 11ude11t 

nk • as it for real, or JU 1 a וwhat 10 th 
 alarm?' But thc:n all doub alו

c:re la1d 10 rcst when an \\י 
FIREI" c mc ~ Cf)' or ...,,ו mi ו..,. unr 

10 from the kitchen. Flarnc began 
togethc:r , וappc:ar, l1ck1na thc: w 

mbing column of thick וb cl וwi 
blacl. moke. All of • udden life 

10 sec wb.ich could nw.רe became a 
tc:r thc fire iuelf or th.c { \יc~ tra 

. here wa:s onc: וmes ge 1ha1 
be ו, ln a mattcr of seconds 
i'e ecז. ff ~ ized תaorg 1ז dc:n 

• opened זrof cscapc:. Doo rc:ג measu 
d fra.ttW: נגa, rc hcard זhout \l< & 

be ball ar li hlJI וfoot tcps 1Ued 
en wcnt out, lc:aving hוd תaickered ת

 onty emergency fixtuוס he to markו
de and s.ווc:xit routc Once safely ou 

'1 ) Lreei. the oldc:r b0 .גinto the 
g careful וri.mmediately bc111.o taki 

bcad chcc: 1n order to ount for 
n :ו\l<hO \\trc th ו.s aU of tbe 130 uudc:n 

in the bu1ld1ng. 
 la Momcntו firefighte c:rח
, 11 vtd 11 the ane; 15() in וarr 

th S piecc: of יi~ r וhe IOft 
 firefighו 1n equipmen.ו lו tooנ
e aו\ b וhe tain תo finally co זhours 
, stltUS nחthat Ud grown tO S ala 

זו d thו: o ex fire' reacb wו e~ c:nsiי
that tbe firc: departmcnt had to tay 

most ol the J)ו c tbrou כ)$מl: he וat 
night 10 order to quell the remaioing 

• ames ת
sidc in tbe וtood ou 1uden1 • 

g and מcold o' bt air, sbiveri 
hiva home יes) bei.t וwalching u 

bun.t of יe\ went up in cxplOSi 
of bJack dטn me and CIO חLO\\'Crl 

smoke. Some were j1tst 100 atunned 
stood witb tcan וne 10 pu.k. So 

e biג trailio.a rrom their tircd eyes, w 
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)/ P'IV 

. d Mr Jersey: wיBrunswic , e 
 aSeymour Liebermת or e Yoז

y וCi 
, d laת c Mayerfcld ramil of Vine 

New Jmcy called, offcri thc: U5I: of 
re 1ו o bu trailers. 
1 a.ו promptly accepted: one for use 

r 10 'be hcי ot tJוe aתd , dinlng room 
divided in10 rooms, A 

16-20 k זor w hin:d to w זact c:o11t 
pt 'hab - io cכe boun 1 day ex 

a.nd rep · r. clean, deodorize. 
h.ird ווtemporarily rc\<italiLe the fron 

that 11 would ldin , וn bu וhe m וo 
.n 10 day וbe ready for 

imrnediatcl)' followin thc Chanuka 
. bK.tl 

th embers f the p io 
n out, וMtll dy :חeיni ht\ firc w 
)'C'$biva hcי fnend of t dותfaculty 

out p גוm10 & rin יוchre 
b t the וso rat ט~וcU conur 

yeshiva c uld resume i of 
• ible ~ 11$ $0011ע sacrcd tudy 

fi lוtwtlroוu A fir ' aft rmath r 
1v·a'1 fricnds y3:וh m the bollJQ of thc 

neigbbon. 8 momi busn aתd 
tudenu ~ werc chancred nd \.f 1v1a 

thout an וwere nt home many w 
h ובncd aז.n H 8שbelonginp. The 

on for one more day of ~ ta 
cl 

• • • 
ala it w aת.h he y hiva's b וFor 

• 10 g תt btcti day for devisi oבo a m 
ion as 1!.cll 1וer1m ac:c:ommoda 

for cst1bl1sbin& 1001 rangc plan: 
ntd fnend of מA group r co 

--of וhiva rame in from ou ~ו: thc: y 
th tbe banhala and 10ו n to m«t w 

their support. mong those חזrcxp 
aftoli וRabb t crc מp 

Kadin of rזy r Jc r 1.nd beז eu 
bom דer brael, Baltimore. . Av 

: a.nd York 1וof Olymp lcז Frucbtha.nd 
Mr. V · . tcm of Edbon, New 
Jeney; Mr. bmuel Ricder of South 

, !C d yעca! te of all thc ph זn p ( 
l.Kfents made aתd שזthe )'C'$hiva 

 p ansז lo temporanl re.locatcוtו
Medrash 10 Brooklyn, Nc:w York.. 

mcnt rc madc to thc ~ Arran 
cnuc in .וYc:hudah shul on 16th A וaB'n 

Boro Park, and b;• earl:y 'unday 
of Phiנ­dוt011 momina thc mclodic 

bochunm leamin orab וlacklph 
through inג w t רב~ ·מwc:rc he rd on 

. r of thc shul גatJוe 
m a oזi Rqular h111rim and t wo scd 

 rday lft 11 a.tttn<kd b • Ncw Yorteז
 dםa 1מ umber o( 1-0 -to1ttnו tudenנ

ed by ev. Y rk friend וcrc h " נch \\ 
ts תth<:5e tudc זtha ncכc Tbe d1ligc 

prc 1on on מudbpla;cd lcf1 a la 1ina 
to תoppcd i וor\ ·ho ו' y v זוthe m 

.rז htir suppo וshaw 
r 1 yc:shL\' 10 e'l'cn 1מ\fter aJl-f 

· dolftn · tra tcmpuraril} cl 
c:11ough.. but h hould thc kK5 be 

 il compounded h any ubscquentגhו 10
tcd C<ו ng'! fbcr.e dcdi וT urah lea.rn 

n ו: o oocur זpcrmit th זm didn lזrd1וו l 
lוc ty, t וad aוJ ph i lוc 11 ol t ןי

' 1 d 'Ko\-Torah nuiincd thc וam 
) du זfficul וd dunn th 

... But The Sound of 
Learning Continues 

-ln thc meant.imc, · k in Phila 
of diligcnt cffon זrdclphia.. aoothct so 

a .וn m dc: to rcopen the y hi וbe 
ri htaftcr\hanut.a. O\cr 2.5 t midim 
olun1«red 10 re1um on Thul'\day \ 

oei Shabbos וni1ht cll as on tot 
1 gbt 1n וn :וr c:d throu h th '1ס'י h y 

ch tbe וc th t "h .וtnc rזaltcn1p110 ו. la 
-morn tויdn1ro;·ed. 1 bc nc ו'rire ha.dn 

heir full-scale וors began ~ ins rontr 
ttp of lbc "recl.:a e " 

om crc uc:ces ful, d c.!ז ~ 
.ntrac:t l!.'tl'e eכo by thc umc: thc: 

n יגj)<l.rt of the m נaוthrou h. al le 
rc ·as rוx: . ng Yr hack 1n usc: זd lנbu 

c:omplctc smo c rch bilit tion, rooms 
condcmncd W1:re וthat w n: no 

thc baseme-nt dתl)i clc ... ncd, a g/ו thorou 
. of 1cr וfcc זdraincd ol " 

ht fter Cbd.nuka וR\ Sund } n 
10 rncd נi iedr h bochunm rct1 י 8.וttb 

'Cd thc: ו\a arr ו\·ןc11.1 ;נ. hiva., and the ~ tbc) e 
't' ו\follow in& da) fb.rough the coopc:rat 
• talmid1m lוc hanhc•lo, t lוe on of t וet 
\ n וht m ו, nd rוt .a.nd "eShiva f 

abJ ta> 1.>f "'1um1n 10 a זnsurmoun ו
h \ud) w מmc T Lג-f full טanו ~ p 

nd mor quic ly thcn hcd ןיm ~· 
aת :yoncט>י'י' ld haזיותו ' d:ו.

• • • 

Work Begins On The 
Philadelph · a Y e hiv 's 

ew Dorm·tor Facility 
2 3 t וו\ nr וh1 a durmi veב tl!. ח

ide trom thc: iiב i וlliont and th וm 
ccdc:d to n:buikl llar 2>י m1ll1 n d 

hool gh וh מhl\a\ m.U ניthe 
d«tro 'Cd b ch w וng. "h וld וbu 

he וaוc hat l וO\c:mber. ln ווfirc 
• dining room, kitch lנi lo t i ג&\וh cב.~ 

.mנ; c:n , hi h c 1 cl roo 
pacc ~ C: ו<: lab, and ofl cכe m n 

year \וu וlt h bctn 1 most dil 
• hc Ph1ladc:lpbia Yc: hl\a; a pres וfor 

 tו ttו O acadc:my of bi hc:r lc:arnמו
orab scholan 'זthat h· gradu ted 

ish lc:adc:n. f r cיN and rc pon iblc J 
th help from וwer 36 yca ; but י·o 

lo aJ upponu and tbc Jc:w' h 
the )·c:sh.iva eון,c:Qmmun1ty t la 

h נib.opcs 10 oon fully rc-establ 
-n this direc וiuielf. A hc:althy ig.n 

he constrw:tion וof cou , i מ,ti 
undcrway on tbe ne l וcum:n 

 dormוו ory rcpleוv. eן; pcci hו
. crial וfire-proofina ma 

e ror וion da וc:hcdulc:d comple 
• tory f 1!1ty i c:p וb ne" dorm ז
b 9 19ו - 10 co1ncidc wi 1,וc:mbcr 

nnina of thc: nc:w hool iזhc bc ו
• year 

lltc tcad . • d r1ving ound or 
lנ. l \ fil aגTorah c m1n th t norm 
-c h ., . וladclph וthc ba11 or thc Ph 

ng a f11r am un1 ol ncו peric 1נiva. is e 
• n th«c days- from con סcompetiti 

truc11 n m hinery poundin ju..t 
a fcVt }'ards awa) Jand bcing 
clcan:d and foundation will oon 

h1v1'• ncw and eנo for thc: y זbc -e 
ו n •יג tcd dormו tory complc 1נ.

yזWork accuall bcgan on fcbrua 
, came do o זe.ea t t תah ci וIS 

foUowed by bulldoren ckarina and 
ntually ו:vc: would וg llnd th מle\clli 

ory זnto a modern, three-5 וdc"clop 
224 n וurc capablc of ho nנd 1 · 

studcnts. 'lne ncw domutory will 
g tbat תild build yeגr 97-repl e a 

ii1e: 1 huardo .:mוe thc: מtood o • 
10 ablc זוe וun nרc: th 1 beca rו: tu זcטst 

a d that tbe yuhiva had ,aוn maint 
.~ n y an a rcג outl( 

built y bci · זזוr1hc ncw do 
• the Whi1ing-Tu1ner Co. o( ary 

hat O\·er aw וland: the amc: fitm 
. hc famous J.F.K וon of וct uזcon t 

that did wor rנd , Memorial Bndge 
on.. תעulon the Pcnta;on in W 
he וas wcll. Es11ma1ed co•t for .. מ
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The Philadelphia Yeshiva: 
Facing a Period of 
Unprecedented Need 

.aciliזy 10 rtbuild the fire dama.ged l 
ir cmti ltave lready .ווial rep וand ini 

 amounו cd to S16S,000. Prelimin .&'('ו
ndicale וr c:tots וrוions wi1h co sשdisc 

$2.0 lJ co 1 an dditional וwtbat lt 
b(: buiklina. not ןmillion Lo complete 

. hings זcl.uding equipment aml furn1 מו
toty וction or tbc:: nc:w dorm גnConst 

, np וh זmal fum וra ilit)', witb min 
cost for 01גa ז. wiU co t $3 .. S million 

h buildinp וlon of bo זthe complc: 
matc:\y SS.S וppro ו 10וamoun 

. milJioo 
d tbe nc:c:d is 11נ The burden · &rc:at 

he וof 1חe וre, but suppo וmcd1a n1ז 
yeshiva are prc:pare4 to makc: an all­

resol\ed 10 mc:c:t aוe out effort, and 
• he ch.allen ו

his educational וזnne>I k iגwwc: c 
", system grind 10 a balt, G-c:I forbid 
-he emerg וa one of the lc: ders of 
 ency reconstroclion 1נmpaign, ww cו:

finaneial burden ofT the ~ hi וt lift שm 
llaYeshivaso וhouldenofthc: Ro hc: 

ime 10 the וfull nזtbal lbey can retu 
-h wherc they an: de5pc:r 8עai Medr 

". 11tcl) nteded 

resurned after Chanu.ka aבse$ Cl 
ing witb a תוahc s1udcnu re le וand 

true; ut there ז'fervor, tha ר:d nne11r 
hiva yeו be .וthal ןcg the fa תo denyi ת~ 

on a makesbif1 basis; a 1&מ opc:rati 
bc:en converted into זatrailer h 

classroom pace, and a four<ar 
a k.itchen. עgarage Cunctiun 

Philadelphia hlג Ol·er thc years. t 
• ati anו hiva b developc:d dr ~ Y 
• d in sta תacally- both in number 

tu.re and plan wc:re already beins 
implemeoted or new, improved 

• the yeshi 11וions to mee dמaccomm 
-m ~ o9iina nced1. With No זg\ va 
a זוber's fire. the picture h only ta.kc: 

dra$tic tum rorthe wor>e; not onlydo 
I, but ~ nt pו: ~ need זחi נוחbe old and ז

. ined by new נtbey ha\e becn 
. ll יe~ ~ obviously preu1n need 

• cl.IU$ eגlding to hou וA new bu 
n1 room. and נd1n מ.tche וroonu. a k 
nece ity. 8ut שio ~ an ob ~ ~ om 
tent need for a ~ i ז:tberc: is al o the pre-c 

. new, rueproor dormitory tructure 
re lilOt ing on plans ו~A rchiLcc 

כ~

)J\ -ודוינכ
 t "רו J "- _,.,.. "י°"ןבנוח,
 °'"""ףנ wז•·-- \rAן~ןחכ
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 ..... tוh'ד.......... nייkfl(fw---· ~~ב\צהתה---~'" '
 :::;: =: •- .......'יי• M י--··.:. ·-::..:.::"

-lbrlr "י--" lwA ו--.~ .... "--. .............. ~ ... ....., lw ,..... ........,."" .... ...., ............ .... 
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The American 
Jewish Community 
Responds to tbe 
Philadelphia Fire 

With utmost gratitudc tbe yesb.iva 
o Kknowlcd8C all thosc וkc וwouJd l 

wbo hnvc cxprcs5cd conccrn and 
' r of 1hc ycsbiva וupport on bcha 
-any O\·cr :חcurrent pliibt. (lf thcn: a 
. us \זfor11 in tbi1 litting, ple גti h 

an c. ample or the זThi li 1 i\ bu 
). outpounng of uppon 
n hub acro וAppeals were hcld 

lhe cnuntry 
hc זוParlor meetmgs ere hcld a 

. following locarions 
cwood a גוt in l ~וn lkcc:mbcr 
be homc 11ו Mcla\e•Mal a w beld 

. m n Zeldes וof Mr. and Mrs. h 
On Januarv lh an Alumni 

Brca!Uast was hcld at thc Apenon 
Manott"haired by Mech 1 Gruss and 

. "fandclbaum וMord«h 
, morc וBalt תוl tb וOn January 

homc of Rabbi and 1רt 1 M ryland at 
ncmann וto he Hc .ו. Mrs 

cw ו.n Januaf} 16th in Dca ס
. }' at thc home of Mr. and Mrs ~ Jcr 

. amal lc זha 
, l.awrence חוOn January ISth 

cw York at the home of Mr. and 
. mon Pluchc:ni k וh .. הM 

n 1 o An;c:IC$ וS1h וary טOn t-cbr 
tbc home or Mr. and Mrs. Bryan וa 

. Kaplan 
m or the tlcbrcw וThc Rcbbc 

-an וןןAcadcm)' of Clcvcland havc o 
. z.ed cfforts on bchalf o tbe )'cshiva ו

Mn. Judy Rajcnbach of Chicago 
cd • national rarnc וha or1ani 

 n cזp a נg iaח
'""' On Man:h 26th a brcakfnl 

a וSh ח,hcld 111hc: homc: of \.tr. and M 
York.; co­~ Monsc:y, Ne 8תוcrna1h 

 hoו td by Meir Stefan ky and Rabbו
. ky גwYi roel Roko 

ional dinncr will bc: held on זA na 
on וatbe ber וSunday May 28, 19 9 a 

. y זCi ו.. el in Ne Yor זre Ho זCen 

~ ....... "~:;.;;~ ~ ~~ -·----
 Oe"r '•'י':

 w( .,....,, c,,..,,,,wו. ""~
tt y.a ןג ....ן...,,... ,,... A. /JltoHY ז;(» ft "•( 

 .:: ~....... ... ...... " ..., ."ו • :ו.,. •. """ ., ...
 rי-יt 1 ... .:ייי_,.,. .., ,.,,..,,..- ..... ," 1 ~•·

 ... ......... " "~~ ד:ר::.""•ו•
, •. ,,..,,. s 

"toו~ז;ו•• 

8 a11on 1ha1 thcsc: וali :1חhi וbcrc ו
year p\ay ucb crucial rolc: in 

he rest of זaJity of טtbe q גחl\lpi 
. fe וour l · 

imc: . pent with וThat 11 •hy thc 
• tbe Rosbei Y e:sbiva is so "'tfY prc: 

t J've טciou . And not onl) that, b 
vז:: yc:a and 1 ba ~חfor se'\< נזbccn he 

iaJ tba1 אppeatedly seen bow eוי
-p bet,,.een Rebbc and tal וomh וn:lat 

lc: וbccn hcrc for a wh גnmid . Havi 
rorn { ו.זuden וsזce nuou ly וt םco ו

na back to נkeep com בryc שo וv :חp 
YCJ.hi.vL o וh tbe RO$be זconfer wi 

me נon for thc t וa conncct וjus .וt i n ו
-be bc ·n וו'i וyou arc bcrc. bu וtha 

on. וat ocו of a lifelon.1 aםni 
AU of 1his h ma.de a deep and 

a.ו:n on me, and I חastin1 imprc i ! 

A Student ReOects-On the Fire of Torah and On the 
Fire That Destroyed A Good Part of His Y eshiva 

.::. 

o bc זccrn , would now ha\·c םva co ו
ly burd ncd with וmorc g;rc.a ם~ e 

10 the n:sponf.ibiliticJ of having 
in lbc וcame abou 1זhouldc:r all th 

aftcrmatb of thc fire bc:rc' no 
th' amounts to added וques1ion th 

trains, and that it wouJd affcct the 
hcy could dcvotc to 1 ~ו of זםamou 

tbetr talmidim. Thcy have 10 travel 
fn:quently, raise fuod , 1.rranae 

1 to take can: of thc: lנ$ mmin -j 
• yesbiv1.'5 pbysical nced 

ult in a eוA11 thls · especiall 1 diff 
1hrivc:s וha ו, ycsbiva uch as our 

-1 interac םbc: closc and cons1a וon 
v.een Rcbbc and taJmid. Wc וtion be 

'llre וmomcn וury prccio ~ ri h :יch 
Yesbjva וcan spend witb the Rosbe 

1. d e fcel deprived when נוa
 momcnt of 1ha1 per onal contacו

• is lo t 
1 After all, tbis is one of the m 
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• AND REB SHMUEL LEIBER וSHEI YESHIVA , RAV UR סTHE R 

-MAN POSE WITH ACTIVISTS WHO HELPED THE YESHIVA C)B 

. TAIN A SIZABLE LOAN FOR THE REBUILDING CAMPAIGN 

RAV ELYA WITH RABBI HERMAN NEU­

BERGER OF NER YISROEL. 

. t level as well חa differe חסge חsed a challe סus scale p סrm סחe חsuch a חסg חdraisi חFu 

f its סall facets חf simplicity, i סthe ideal סThe Philadelphia Yeshiva has always adhered t 

, meals, were always adequate חiture, eve חgs, fur חry buildi סrmit סms, d ססs. Classr חסperati ס

it came חfile whe סw pr סrate. Similarly, the yeshiva had always maintained a l סever elab חbut 

-pub חts had ever bee חg advertiseme חr eye-catchi סchures סssy br סgl סg. N חdraisi חfu סt 

ors חסnvey the yeshiva's desperate straits to potential d סc סlished. Thus, the urgent need t 

. shei hayeshiva סthe r סathema t חst a סwas alm 

i particularly חd by alum חby the tzibbur at large a חitiative take חg i חverwhelmi סThe 

gerleit, was חted yu סemergency meeting, attended by six dev חg. A חwas truly heartwarmi 

d. The assembled ססberman in Lakew סk H סm Yitzch סh סme of R' Avr סed in the h חconve 

gerleit to חw yu סtivate their fell סm סg a campaign t חf spearheadi סbligation סk the ססundert 

ed that they would have חund the globe, who never imagi סm ar סraise $100,000. Alumni fr 

w rallied סח, ed חme small way for all they had gai סs חrepay the yeshiva i סity t חrtu סpp סthe 

. g in the yeshiva pitched in חi חchurim lear סb חf crisis. Eve סits time חd the yeshiva i חu סar 
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On the Motzei Shabbos following the 

fire, a carload of bochurim drove to 

Philadelphia and worked literally through 

the night, helping to clean up the dam­

aged building. 

Perhaps more surprising was the 

overwhelming response of the com­

munity at large. Even people who had 

previously not been affiliated with the 

yeshiva responded wholeheartedly and 

generously. Evidently, the yeshiva's pre-

eminence and the vital role it played in 

the Torah world was recognized by the 

general tzibur. 

While the details of the rebuilding story, so replete with hashgacha protis, are too 

numerous to recount, some incidents surely merit being retold. 

The morning after the fire, a Mr. Mayerfeld of Vineland, New Jersey called to say that 

he had two double-sized trailers that were then available, which he would gladly contribute 

to the yeshiva as temporary quarters. The hanhallah was amazed at this gracious offer, 

which was actually the crucial factor that allowed the resumption of learning within ten 

days after the fire. The trailers were delivered that very day. Upon arrival, it was discovered 

that the trailers were too wide to enter the yeshiva's lot, almost resulting in their return 

to Vineland. With abundant siyata d'shmaya and some minor alterations to the yeshiva's 

landscape, Mr. Mayerfeld's dedicated workers eventually maneuvered the cumbersome 

trailers into position. These trailers were converted to serve as a makeshift kitchen and 
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dining facility including refrigeration and storage capacity. Interestingly, the local zoning 

board, which could have put major obstacles in the way of this ersatz structure, granted 

immediate approval. 

Although the building had sustained extensive damage, the smallish front section had 

been left largely intact and salvageable. R' Avrohom Fruchthandler a noted behind-the­

scenes philanthropist and askon, dispatched a professional expeditor to expertly assess the 

remaining structure's usability, and to develop a sound strategy to maximize its function. 

Indeed, with incredible speed, the front section of the building was remodeled to consist 

of several shiur rooms, for the high school and first year Bais Hamedrash. 

RAV URI , RAV SHMUEL AND REB YERACHMIEL TAUB 

REVIEW THE. FIR[ DAMAGE.. WIT~I AN EXPIDITOR. 
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Dormitory space was still a challenge. 

Even after filling the yeshiva's other dormi­

tory buildings to maximum capacity, there 

was still a shortage of beds. Hanhallah 

members took bochurim into their own 

homes for the next year and a half, but 

there was still a dearth of accommodations. 

Rav Uri approached the landlord of a neigh­

boring apartment building to negotiate a 

lease. The landlord agreed, but adamantly 

insisted that the two- bedroom apartment, 

which also had a living room, dining room 

and kitchen, had a maximum occupancy 

The very fact that the front of the 

-building was spared is in itself a fascinat 

ing sidebar to the story. Several days prior 

 to the fire, the yeshiva had stocked upחס

a complete supply of paper goods, which 

. 6063 were stored in the basement of 

These combustibles were actually directly 

in the path of the frames, and came within 

inches of being ignited, which would have 

significantly increased the fire's scope and 

duration. Through great Hashgacha, a 

-nearby water pipe burst, effectively stop 

. ping the flame's advance 
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tually חof four. Rav Uri eve 

persuaded him to allow twelve 

-bochurim to occupy the apart 

t. Shortly thereafter, the חme 

dlord approached Rav Uri to חla 

t חal apartme חadditio חoffer a 

g חfor other bochurim, claimi 
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. ts חa חwell-behaved te 

before חtially, eve חProvide 
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 erect an eח tirelyח ew dormitory facility to accommodate the eח tire studeח t body. Iח
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f סriginal plan סg the yeshiva. The חf rebuildi סg task חthe daunti סt חed their attentio חtur 

. p priority סt חw give סחits site was חסry סew dormit חg a חd erecti חlishing 6040 a סdem 

0EDICATED BY SHIMON AND GITTY ZELDES 

NDY ZELDES וSHRAGIE AND H -~~ 



 THE PHILADELPHIA STORY ~~--~-::ב@~~



Demolition and subsequent construction got underway with a sense of urgency. During this 

time, the roshei hayeshiva continued delivering regular shiurim and running the yeshiva, 

while simultaneously engaging in fundraising activities. The annual dinner, which took place 

in May of 1989, was designated as the National Rebuilding Campaign Dinner, and it drew 

an overwhelming response. A special video presentation was shown, which included foot­

age from the local Philadelphia media's coverage of the fire. The sight of young bochurim 

tearfully reciting Tehillim outside as the fire raged, was moving beyond words. 

By mid 1989, the 6040 dormitory was completed. The beautiful modern structure 

housed 216 beds, an infirmary, and a separate section with four apartments for guests. 

In 1990, the reconstruction of 6063 got underway. Much thought and planning were 

invested to ensure the most effective utilization of space, and to join the new structure to 

the old in a logical way. The new building consisted of a dining room and kitchen facilities, 

six shiur rooms, a laboratory, a gymnasium, and several office rooms. 

In Elul of 1990, Rav Sholom Kamenetsky and Rav Yehuda Svei joined the hanhallah in 

the capacity of shoe'I u'maishiv for the second seder of the bais hamedrash bochurim. This 

idea had been entertained for several years prior to this time, as the schedule of the Roshei 

Hayeshiva had become increas­

ingly demanding and hectic, 

sometimes eclipsing their avail­

ability during second seder. 

During the years of the rebuild­

ing, the hiring of second seder 

rebbeim became an absolute 

necessity. 
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g was חApril 1991 the buildi חI 

ukas habayis חcompleted. The cha 

 wasחס a much smaller scale thaח

ew bais hamedrash חthat of the 

1983, but it was in some ways חi 

 more emotional. Rather thaח

-y roshei hayes חso ma חסimpose 

hiva and gedolim to interrupt their 

d, the roshei חschedules to atte 

vited Rav Pam zt'I חhayeshiva i 

to address the assembled. The 

dreds חded by hu חt was atte חeve 

ts חy pare חi, as well as ma חof alum 

of talmidim, and local ba'alei batim 

. im חd rabbo חa 

On the day after the fire 

occurred, Rav Shach zt'I called the 

yeshiva to offer divrei chizuk. "Zolt 

 ihr visse ח", he told Rav Elya, "fuח

-" ah feier ken men zich oifboyen 

, ow, that from a fire חyou should k 

y חg the ma חgrow. Duri חyou ca 

g חdifficult months of the rebuildi 

very difficult to חeffort, it was ofte 

TALMIDIM REJOICE AT THE CHANUKAS HABAYIS . 

RAV ELYA WITH MARAN HARAV SHACH ZT'L 

 visualize the light at the eח d of the tuחח el. Now, fiח ally, upoח the completioח of the maiח

building, were Rav Shach's words truly appreciated. The fire was the catalyst that had 

. d safe campus חa חa complete, moder חresulted i 
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April of 1995, the yeshiva suffered ח

a terrible loss with the untimely petirah 

of Rav Shimon Sturman. Rav Shimon had 

been the rebbe of the ninth grade, but his 

influence and warmth permeated the entire 

yeshiva. He was renowned for his uncanny 

ability to identify a bochur who was strug-

gling or upset, and always was equipped 

with just the right "gutte Yiddishe vort" to 

set him at ease. 

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF 

THE ROSHEI HAYESHIVA AND THE REBBETZINS 

BY MR. AND MRS. CHAIM WOLF AND FAMILY 





by Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetsky 
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b'nai Torah. He had to break the silliness 

of childhood, develop one's independence 

without allowing him to become a free, 

thinker, and get him to realize that he is 

no longer a Mama's boy, but part of the klal 

- part of a yeshiva. 

Those days were different then today. lt 

was a time when body bags were still being 

brought out of Vietnam, and the past ten 

years in America had sown subtle seeds of 

irreverence toward authority. lt was a feel, 

ing that believe it or not, pervaded the best 

and the brightest minds. lt was post 60s 

America, and Reb Shimo11 had to knock 

FREUND ןDEDICATED BY MR. AND MRS . DOV ( 

1 was 13 going on nine. 1 was a small ר
from a small town, from a small י~ 

. yeshiva, who thought too much of himself 

1 quickly learned that it took only a couple 

of days to find out how easily it is to go 

from the top of your class and find yourself 

struggling to hopefully be son1ewhere in 

the middle. 1 was new at this, and so was 

. rebbe 

Reb Shimon, was in his first year of 

teacl1ing and he had a difficult job. He 

had to turn the .babies into boys, and then 

he had to turn the boyiz (as he affection, 

ately called us) into young men - into 



us out of the 1960s and bring us to the 

world of the 1860s - into the world 

where Torah reigned supreme and the 

rebellions of the streets, the riots of the 

past two years were all just a wisp of a 

corrupt culture - q. fleeting moment 

of madness compared to the sacred 

permanence and everlasting stability 

of Torah. 

Things back then were not as black 

and white as they were today. We 

had a mix of boys in our class from 

all types of backgrounds, from Boro 

Park to Silver Spring to the suburbs of 

Boston to tl1e suburbs of Long Island. 

There were graduates of Maimonides 

Day School as well as Torah Voda'ath 

and T.A. of Baltimore and South 

Shore Y eshiva. And then there were 

the Philadelphians. They were there 

as a matter of right. Almost like the 

Indians had a right to the Wild West. 

W e were the kids who had worked hard 

to earn the right to be in Philadelphia 

(except, perhaps, those of us who had 

relatives in high places). They were 

here because they were born here. We 

stayed in the dorm. They went home at 

night. lndeed, there was some conten­

tion between those of us who were in 

this special yeshiva because we chose 

to go to Philly and Philly chose us, and 

those boys wl10 were there as a mat-

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY 

ter of birthright. Reb Shimon had to 

somehow meld us all together as one 

cohesive unit. He was there to remove 

all prejudices. He was there to teach us 

that the only thing that mattered from 

then on is the blatt Gemara. And he did 

so in amazing fashion. 

Reb Shimon's job was to help build 

a kesher between all of us; the brighter 

ones, and the weaker ones, the yeshi­

vish ones and the greeners. He had to 

not only to educate us as students of a 

Yeshiva, but also to give us a sense of 

belonging, a sense of responsibility to 

a Mosad Hatorah and achrayus to Klal 

Yisroel. Truth be told, his job was to 

make young men out of babies. lt was 

amazing how he paired up chavrusas 

with cheshbonos that we at that young 

age would only appreciate after the 

folly of our youth was left somewhere 

in the dust of history. 

There were so many challenges that 

a rebbe in a Yeshiva Gedolah such as the 

Philadelphia Y eshiva, trying to mold 

bochurim into B'nai Torah had to face 

back tl1en. First, there was no uniform 

tzurah. The boys did not dress in the 

almost indistinguishable dark and 

white that bochurim wear today. Some 

of the yarmulkes had colored trim, 

if they were not crocheted, colored 



gestures of camaraderie by reciprocat­

ing with irreverence. We would learn 

that the right to address the Rebbe 

properly - in third person - was not 

a inatter of rote. lt was something that 

one had to earn. We had to learn what 

a rebbe is. And inCleed he taught us. 

But in addition to the many subtle 

lessons of hashkafa a11d mussar, his true 

goal in imparting to us T orah was to 

have us get a klahrkeit, clarity in the 

pashut pshat. He did not try to be fancy 

by throwing pilpulim at us. He wanted 

us to be clear i11 the Gemara, the Rashi 

and the Tosfos. He made me write the 

entire translation of the shakla v'tarya 

in English, in forcing me to articulate in 

writing, in a way that 1 could no longer 

fumfe the pshat. 

Y et when he was getting hard on a 

talmid and they, (and in many cases 

1) was at a point of frustration, Reb 

Shimon knew to focus on strengths. 

Reb Shimon knew that even as a 13 

year old, 1 enjoyed learning a11d hear­

ing drush. When he saw that 1 was frus­

trated during a difficult sugya, he would 

enlive11 me at recess by asking me how 1 

understood a particular Medrash. Then 

he would lead me into saying a pshat 

that would make my day, and give me 

chizuk to go back to the sugya with a 

renewed confidence. 

יניקבבךיהודהמשהנשמתלזכר

shirts and pastel colored sport jackets 

did not merit a second look._ lt was a 

time when you were judged by whom 

you were, not how you looked. And 

ho11estly, Reb Shimon, wl10 epitomized 

the philosophy of the old East Side, was 

probably the best choice in the world i11 

cutting through the veneer that we find 

so prevalent today and getting straight 

to the kishkes of the bochur. 

Reb Shimon had a way about him 

that seemed to ineld the world of 

Rebbe, friend, and mentor. He would 

act casual to us to a point. lt was prob­

ably most difficult for an accomplished 

T almid Chacham to lower himself to get 

the attention of immature minds must 

have been extre1nely difficult for him. 

But he did not hesitate, or call into play 

his immense greatness. lnstead, like a 

parent getting on his knees for a child, 

he acted sometimes in a manner that 

would get us excited, even amazed at 

tl1e lengths he would go, to wake us up. 

Calling the "fellahs" by the ubiquitous 

sobriquet "] ackson," flicking his wrist 

while holding a cup that still had some 

water in it, in a way that a sleeping or 

inattentive bochur would get a wet­

wake-up call. We were being trained 

to take it and accept the mussar of a 

rebbe, and learn to be mekablim. Dare 

we reciprocated to his warmth and his 



forget. Knowing that Rebbe would fin­

ish one cup and soon request another, l 

decided to be s1nart. 1 came back with 

two cups and gingerly placed the two 

cups on his desk. 1 received a look as 

if I had put a plate of tarfus in front of 

him. He mumbled something 

1 was very co11fused. He repeated. 

"Zugos! You do11't bring zugos." The 

concept of zugos was still foreign to me, 

but that was not the point. lt was the 

trepidation and fear that was written 

all over his face. The seriousness of my 

transgression of a11 often-overlooked 

Gemara was as serious as an aveirah 

chamurah. 1 do not know if he truly 

believed it, or if indeed he was noheig to 

be makpid on zugos. But he imparted an 

oft-overlooked reverence and apprecia­

tion toward any ma'amar of Chazal, and 

till today. I remember l1is ad1nonish-

1nent in a way that has i11fluence n1e to 

this very day. 

Indeed, it was those small admonish­

ments that impacted us most profound­

ly. A former talmid who is already out 

of Yeshiva for over 10 years still keeps 

a custom which he has adapted back 

in his philli days. 3 time§ a day, before 

starting Shemona Esrei he pauses to but­

ton his jacket. He began this practice 

-Reb Shimon had a library-like trea 

sury of Divrei T orah that was amazingly 

, wide-varied. From Chassidishe insights 

to to diyukim of the Brisker Rav, Reb 

, any Yid סShimon had what to say t 

-let alone to a talmid, who he encoun 

tered. Reb Feivish Smoke relates that 

it was those divrei drush that gave Reb 

Shimon (and himself) strength even 

in those tryi11g times. When he was ill 

, Reb Feivish sent him Sefer HaChaim 

a sefer on Agadah from Rav Chaim the 

brother of the Maharal. Reb Shimon 

tell him how wonderful סcalled t 

' the sefer was . Indeed in Hakda1na R 

Chaim writes that he actually wrote 

the sefer during a very difficult period 

because Da'agah and Agada have the 

same letters therefore Agadah is an 

. antidote for da'agah 

-Reb Shimon had a cheshbon for every 

-tl1ing. ln his raspy voice, perhaps fore 

shadowing the illness that would one 

day prove termi11al, Rebbe had often 

bring him a סasked one of the boys t 

cup of water. lt was a z'chus to bring 

-him water and the chosen water car 

rier was someone special. But bringing 

water was also a lesson - just another 

example of how many things he taught 

way beyond the blatt. 1 was chosen 

once, and learned a lesson 1 i1ever shall 
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at the initiative of Reb Shimon. Reb 

Shimon would constantly implore him 

to do something before talking to the 

Ribbono Shel Olam. 

His mussar on Derech Eretz was very 

powerful as well. One Chanukah, n1y 

parents se11t me an envelope to give 

to Rebbe. 1 carefully folded i11 l1alf and 

handed it to l1im. He flatly refused. But 

1 was smarter. lt was not long into the 

next day's recess in which 1 slipped the 

folded envelope into his coat pocket. 

1 received a stinging rebuke. lt was 

twofold. One, 1 disobeyed the rebbe's 

request. The second. lt was clearly con­

trary to the laws of Derech Eretz to slip 

something into a Rebbe's pocket. 

lndeed he did not ever want gifts. ln 

later years when the bochurim would 

fi11ally bandy togetl1er to buy gifts 

for their rebbe, he almost demurred. 

Finally he relented and asked for two 

books: All For The Boss and The 

Maggid Speaks. 

Anyone wl10 knew hirn as a young 

bochur knew that he always thought of 

others. His father would send hi1n a box 

of fruit and he_ would put it down for all 

his friends to eat, only to be left with the 

remnants if anything for hin1self. 

He always considered himself unwor­

thy of tl1e role he played. His l1umility 

was unimaginable. And the way he felt 

about himself was inversely propor­

tional to the reverence that he had for 

the Roshei Ha Y eshiva. He once related 

to Reb Feivish Smoke that he tried to 

become close to Rav Laib. Reb Shimon 

felt that as Rav Laib was someone he 

could relate to, Reb Laib would be a 

bridge to gap the distance between 

his own level and the tnuch higher 

madreiga of the Roshei Yeshiva. 

Reb Shimon displayed a remarkable 

sensitivity to all human beings and 

creations of the Ribono Shel Olam. He 

worried about the small children who 

would run around the Yeshiva court­

yard as well as for the tiniest creations 

i11 nature. 011ce, he walked into shiur 

and began to relay to his talmidim an 

incident, which he wit11essed outside 

his home that inorning. He saw two 

gentile teenagers obnoxiously torturing 

a squirrel. Reb Shimon did not simply 

relay to his boys what he saw. He went 

into every detail of his story, describing 

how these unruly kids held the squirrel 

upside down by the tail then force­

fully dunked its head into the water. 

Reb Shimon let the story set in as he 

watched l1is talmidim squirm in their 
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seats trying to focus on better things. 

Then came the punch line. Lifting 

his head, Reb Shimon puzzlingly 

asked why they are so uncomfort­

able. "This is only an animal," he 

said. lmagine the busha of a fellow 

friend. Think about l1ow that hurts". 

There are many talmidim of the Yeshiva 

who were not zoche to be in Reb 

Shimon's classroom, yet they consid­

ered themselves talmidim. Reb Shimon 

had a keen eye for those who just did 

not make it on their own. He made 

those bochurim, his own project. If you 

would be able to be nislabesh, the words, 

"L'hacahyos laiv nidchaim" in a tzooras 

ha'adam, it would be Reb Shimon. 

Reb Feivish Smoke, who now lives 

in Montreal thinks about Reb Shimon 

when learning the sugya in Ta'anis(22). 

Eliyahu HaNavie would frequently 

. appear to Rav Broka in the shuk. Once 

Rav Broka asked Eliyahu if there is 

anyone there who are destined to 

Olam Habah. During the course of the 

conversation, two men came by and 

Eliyahu acknowledged that these men 

would have a chelek in Olam HaBah. 

When Rav Broka asked their occupa­

tion, they replied that they cheer up 

the downtrodden and they help resolve 

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY 

qt1arrels. Reb Feivish explained in the 

name of the Ya'aros D'vash that Olam 

Habah is a world without kin'ah. lt is a 

world where everyone is equal accord­

ing to his level. Making people feel 

welcome, making them feel comfort­

able, resolving quarrels, and cheering 

up the downtrodden - that was Reb 

Shimon. 

ln truth, Reb Feivish reminisces: 

"The first day that 1 arrived at the 

yeshiva I was greeted with a warm sha­

lom aleichem and a short conversation 

by Reb Shimon. His greeti11g was more 

than just perfunctory, he imparted to 

me a feeling that he would make me feel 

at home, that he would help me become a 

part of the chabura, and that he would 

help me along to shteig. I sensed right 

away that I was in the presence of an 

ehrlicher Yid and an oisgearibiter mentch. 

His Shalom Aleichem and sever panim 

yaf os were his trademark and his very 

essence and they eased the way for 

many talmidim to become an integral 

part the Y eshiva. 

In every ensuing conversation that I 

would have with him, be it in person 

or on the phone ther~. was tremen­

dous varemkiet where he would guide 

me in how to think with the hashkof as 



Pittsburgh and even moving back to 

Woodmere, Reb Shimon followed me. 

He encouraged me through failures and 

congratulated me on successes. 

There was hardly a talmid who went 

through his c/assroom who did not have a 

piece of Reb Shimon tagging along wherever 

he went, fol/owing his progress inquiring on 

being. He has been gone for many ~ his well 

years now but 1 am sure that matter where 

no matter what we do, anyone who ס,we g 

, ever had a connection with Reb Shimon 

still has rebbe, following behind, watching 

. and encouraging. Y'hi Zichro Boruch 
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hatarah, the ha.shkof as hayeshiva and the 

hashkof a and the mesorah of the Roshei 

Hayeshiva shlita." 

A talmid who after tenth grade 

complained to Reb Shimon that he 

hasn't grown at all since he came 

to Yeshiva. Reb Shimon responded 

went through the boy's history in 

Yeshiva, reminding this young bochur 

how immature he was when he first 

came to yeshiva. lt was his way of 

being mechazek this distraught boy. 

lndeed, during my entire tenure 

in Yeshiva for six ensuing years, fol­

lowed by years in Ponovez, Lakewood, 
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The following Elul, the Roshei 

Hayeshiva chose Rav Avrohom Yitzchok 

Hoberman, an alumnus of the yeshiva, a 

talmid of yeshivas Brisk and Lakewood, 

and a son of Rav Zev, to teach the ninth 

grade shiur. 

In 1989, at an alumni rebuilding 

breakfast, Rav Elya emphasized the . TZCHOK HOBERMAN WITH A TALMIO זRAV AVROHOM Y 

importance of rebuilding according to 

to say, that not only will חסthe needs of future generations. The Rosh Hayeshiva went 

future talmidim need nicer facilities, they will require more personal attention from the 

hanhala, as well. The future Hanhala of the yeshiva must be able to involve themselves with 

each and every bochur, more so than today. Consequently, the Roshei Hayeshiva began to 

look for a s'gan menahel to bring a new chiyus to the high school by being involved with 

-a one-to-one basis. In Elul of 2002 Rav Yaakov Moshe Willner, an alum חסthe bochurim 

. nus and a talmid of Yeshivas Brisk and Lakewood, was chosen 

RAV AHARON WEINTRAUB RAV YAAKOV MOSHE WILLNER 
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Thus, the yeshiva continues to grow 

retrospect, the entire חand thrive. I 

history of the yeshiva has been one of 

remarkable resilience, weathering crises 

part, this can חboth large and small. I 

be attributed to the general approach 

of adapting as necessary, maintain-

ing enough flexibility to accommodate 

evolving needs and situations, while 

never compromising the core vision and 

mission of the yeshiva. 

RAV LEIB IN 1985 TALKING IN LEARNING TO 

TALMIDIM. 

DEDICATED BY RABBI AND MRS. EZRIEL MUNK 

LAKEWOOD , N EW J ERSEY 

In Elul of 2003, Rav Leib, who had 

been teaching virtually since the begin-

ning of the yeshiva's existence, assumed 

the position of second seder shoe'I 

u'maishiv, while delivering chaburos 

a חסto the bais hamedrash bochurim 

weekly basis. Rav Aharon Weintraub, an 

alumnus of the yeshiva and a talmid of 

yeshivas Brisk and Lakewood, was cho-

sen to teach the twelfth grade shiur. 
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MR. ERWIN WEINBERG 

Picture, if you will, a city with a population of approximately 
250,000 Jews "boasting" the following statistics: one Jewish ele~ 

mentary schoo/ ~ with a student enrollment of about 250; sh'chita 
practiced in high volume ~ without b' dika; dozens of "kosher 
butchers" ~ two of them shomrei Shabbos; only 100 women using 

a barely functioning mikveh. 

Still, even those who were fully committed to 

the project were not sanguine about their pros­

pects. Support from the local Orthodox commu­

nity could be expected, of course; but its numbers 

were few and did not include any financial "heavy 

hitters". Help did also come, in fact, from son1e 

Conservative ]ews, who were actively involved in 

helping the Y eshiva get s tarted and this contin­

ued throughout the early years. Ultimately, the 

Yeshiva student body grew fro1n barely a minyan 

to well over 200; its campus evolved from a small 

T almud T orah building in Strawberry Mansion to 

its prese11t i11ulti-building presence in Wynnfield. 

m is was "Jewish Philadelphia" in the late 1940's 

~ early 1950's. These and other indications 

pointed to a city where commitment to authentic 

jewish life was held and practiced by a rare few. 

Into this environn1ent, we were told, a Yeshiva 

was going to be planted. Y et, planted it was, in the 

, true sense of the word! This was a small sapling 

planted by a giant, Rav Aharon Kotler, zt'l, to be 

carefully tended and nourished until it developed 

a beacon unto the -חלניםז""אחinto a full-fledged 

.' world of T orah s tudy and "yiras Hasheni 
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MEMORIES 

Probably, the inajor crisis in the 50 years of the 

, 29 Yeshiva's existence was the fire on Nove1nber 

1988 that destroyed the building at 6063 Drexel 

, nonetheless ב"ה,Road. There were no injuries 

high hurdles had to be overcome. An emergency 

, meeting was held tl1e evening following the fire 

attended by, among others, Rabbi Herman 

Neuberger from Yeshiva Ner lsrael of Baltimore 

and Rabbi Avrohom Fruchthandler of Mesivta 

-Chaim Berlin, which, above all else demon 

strated rhe affinity and cordiality of the Yeshivos 

towards each other. The first need was to provide 

continuity for the stude11ts, despite the loss of a 

, major building housing the kitche11, dini11g room 

classrooms and some dormitory roo1ns. There was 

an eight-day cushio11, as Chanukah was about to 

arrive. After the meeting was adjourned, we all 

, proceeded to City Hall to meet with the mayor 

-who happened to live in the area and had actu 

ally witnessed the fire. He was very sympathetic 

-and promised to help minimize the red tape nor 

mally associated with this type of demolition and 

rebuilding. We also received crucial assis tance 

from the Mayerfeld family ofVineland, N.}. in the 

form of large trailers that collectively served as a 

. versatile substitu te for the destroyed structures 

The immediate need was for a massive cash 

infusion, to complete the new dormitory and 

to design and reconstruct the burnt-out build-

!11 this connection, one of the earliest support­

ers of the Yeshiva, who surely n1ay be considered 

a founder, was Rabbi Sholom Schneiderman zt'l. 

He led a small Shul and Talmud Torah on Berks 

Street in Strawberry Mansion; and it was in this 

building that the Y eshiva started. Unfortunately, 

he was killed in an automobile accident on the 

way to a meeting about the Yeshiva. He was the 

epitome of an old time European Rav, eschewing 

the commercialism and other unsavory practices 

common at tl1at time. He always lent support 

to worthy causes, and the revival of Orthodox 

jewish life in the city was due in large part to his 

exatnple of steadfast and active work on behalf of 

the Yeshiva and other institutions. 

More names of the past come to mind - people 

who left an indelible n1ark on the Y eshiva. Edward 

was president until his untimely ,ע"הGornish 

was for many ע"ה,demise in 1962. His wife, Sylvia 

years a fixture in the office. J ulius Ids tein, a s taunch 

worker and supporter of the k'lal, became a close 

friend and valuable aide to the Roshei Yeshiva until 

the end of his life. His wife, Senta was a prime 

booster of the Yeshiva who made thousands of 

phone calls to marshal attendance at dinners 

. and participation in other Yeshiva projects. Mr 

Hyman Korman and Mr. Nathan Perilstein were 

officers and board members who provided strong 

. early financial and moral support 
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philosophy with which the Y eshiva was origi­

nally founded while remaining in tune with the 

requirements of today's students. 

ln this regard, Rabbi Sholom Kamenetsky and 

Rabbi Y ehudah Svei, who joined the hanhala 

some time ago, have added much to the Yeshiva's 

"matzav horuchni". This is the way the Y eshiva has 

progressed and hopefully will continue to do so 

''ad sh'bo l'tzion goel". 

" ing. Rabbis Svei and Kamenetzky "hit the road 

as ithey say - or rather the airways - traveling 

throughout Europe and the United States, and, in 

-a relatively short tin1e, were able to raise the nec 

essary funds to rebuild and improve the Yeshiva's 

physical plant. After Chanukah the student body 

, returned, to find ready facilities, albeit temporary 

-but serviceable, to continue - virtually uninter 

for which התמדהrupted- their learning with the 

. the Y eshiva is so famous 

Today, many of our students are second and 

third generation offspring of our early talmidim, 

testifying to the strong bond created between the 

hanhala and those pioneers during their years 

with us. 

The face of ]ewish Philadelphia has also surely 

undergone a drastic change over the last 50 years. 

While no one institution or individual can take 

credit for this remarkable revival, the Y eshiva is 

certainly a vital and central feature on the new 

"face" of ]ewish Philadelphia. 

lnto any viable, enduring institution, young 

blood has to be infused constantly, to assist and 

to assure the perpetuation of the outlook and 
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-at does that consist of? just listen to youc "גtltJ;, 
 ~~ hen you say Birchas HaTorah : "נאוהערב ...

make learning Torah sweet in our 1nouths and -

 in the mouths of our children." And then :נוהיה"

As we recou11t twice daily i11 Krias Shema, we are לכנן"גגתם"שו

~ e11joi11ed to teach Torah to our so11s so that they become k11owledge 
111 , able i11 Torafi law a11d assume its perspective 011 life . A11d we 

. tur11, tur11 to our yesfiivos to do tfie job for us 

he satisfied his Rabbeim's expectations, he seemed 

to have no need to think in terms of reaching 

beyond the school's requirements. 

He entered the Y eshiva of Philadelphia, and he 

lost his complacency, in fact, from the moment 

that he sat down in the shiur room of Rav Mendel 

he discovered that there were no צז"ל,Kaplan 

givens - not on the Gemora page and not in 

-life's encounters. Every staten1ent, every assump 

tion, every obvious fact had to be proven. Every 

proof was open to challenge. And every chal­

lenge led to analysis and the peeling away of the 

layers of superficial judgments. Which resulted 

לשמה"תורתךויbמרישמךיודעי.כלונ"צואצאיונאנחונ.

And may we and our offspring ". all know Your 

Name and learn Your Torah for its own sake." lt's 

not just a wish or a prayer. lt's a goal, the target of 

our game plan for our children's lives. 

So 1 enrolled my son Raphoel in the Y eshiva 

of Philadelphia. He had been doing well, but 1 

thought he could do better. He enjoyed his learn­

ing, but he could aspire for more. And as long as 
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This geshmak was accompanied by an over­

whelming sense of mission. This, in turn, was the 

product of an extraordinary place fashioned by his 

Roshei Yeshiva, a place that was an extension of 

the pre-War Yeshiva of Kletzk. lt was in Kletzk, 

and then in Lakewood, where Rav Aharon 

Kotler's words and his every action de111anded 

that the bochurim be fully dedicated to learning, 

totally i1n111ersed in Torah, co111pletely guided by 

T orah so they develop into bonafide bnei torah. 

Philadelphia's Roshei Yeshiva spent many years 

under Reb Aharon's guidance. Their words dur­

ing tl1e half ce11tury of their leadership of the 

Yeshiva echoed Reb Aharon's entreaties, just as 

Reb Aharon's com1nanding and inspiring pres­

ence was reflected in their every gesture. 

This geshmak and this sense of mission 

were absorbed by n1y son during his years in 

Philadelphia, and continue to infor1n his thought 

and actions. I a1n thus overflowing with a debt of 

gratitude to the Yeshiva for fulfilling my hopes as 

articulated daily in birchas HaTorah - a debt that 

does not fade, but continues to grow as the years 

go by. 

in re-examination and resolution. This process 

-endowed everything with a freshness, a11d noth 

. ing is as geshmak as a freshly experienced lesson 

Thus, every day's learning was a response to our 

. i' pleadings נא"הערנ
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HORAV YAAKov FENSTERHEIM 

The following article was excerpted from a 
speech delivered by Rabbi Yaakov Fensterheim 
at the Yeshiva dinner, March 12, 1995. 

The creation of Adam HaRishon culminated 

Only then did Adam .lחייםנשמתבאפיופח'יי" with 

which the Targum translates ,"חיהנפשל" become 

Koach haDibur comes from the ממללא.לרוחas 

Ribbono Shel Olam alone. When a person has to 

v, utilizing the most valuable medium סbe makir t 

, is pertinent to the very act of hakaros hatov. Thus 

it is the chush Hadibur which the T orah chose in 

the mitzvah of bikurim. 

that's the way a perso11 -הבהמהעלהאדםביתרון

has to be makir tov. The parsha tells us just to say 

thank you is not enough. The parsha says that 

You have .אביאובדארמיyou have to start with 

demonstrates how to fulfill ביכוריםm e parsha of 

obligation of hakaras hatov. The pasuk says ~ 
i'. Says אלי~ואמרתההםבימיםיהיהאשרהכהןאלבאת' 

The parsha continues with ."טובה"כפוישאינךRashi 

i' and Rashi defines this idea ואמרת"תעניthe words 

Hakoras hatov requires haromas ."קול'הרמתלשוןas 

hakol. 

Reb Yerucham Levovitz zt'l explains that ''dibur" 

is not merely one of the methods ava!lable in 

expressing gratitude, rather it is integrated with 

the very essence of hakaros hatov. 
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Shraga Feivel had my father struggling over a tos­

fos and over the pshat in a pasuk in Tehillim. 

1 must thank my parents, for in the fifties when 

everybody was pursuing the American dream, 

they only had one hasaga that 1 should horava on 

a blot gemara. 

The biggest yasher koach that 1 feel that 1 am 

mechuyav is to my first rebbe in Philadelphia. Reb 

Zev Hoberman, who was my rebbe for 4 years in 

Philadelphia. Reb Zev transformed us into bnei 

1 ust have been about 14 years old when ןtorah. 1 n 

told my parents that 1 was goi11g to 

sit and learn in a kollel. That was in 

a time when there were only 50, 60 

kollel yungerleit in America. This is 

a hasaga not known to us. 

Reb Zev taught us tl1rough 

example. We actually lived together 

with him in the same dorm, at 59-

39 Woodbine Avenue. Every day, as 

we would walk in an out of the dor-

mitory, we' d witness Reb Zev over 

RAV SHLOIME ... EIMA"I ZT ' !. 

WITH RAV SHRAGE FEIVE 

MEDLOWITZ ZT L. 

For me to properly be אבות.to go back to the 

v, 1 have to go back to a hundred years סmakir t 

ago in America. When my alter zeide, Reb Moshe 

Weberman, and my grandfather, Reb Mordechai 

Tzvi Dicker, "shaft" a zah shtarke ruach in the 

-mishpacha, that they were zoche to have five gen 

. erations of American born bnei torah 

Today, 1 have to go back and 1 have to thank 

my father's rebbe, Reb Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz. 

The condition of yiddishkeit in America seventy 

years ago was very poor. At a time when people 

were struggling to keep kashrus and shabbos, Rav 
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RAV ZEV HOBERMAN, RAV UR . 

into a משדךyou have to be ועד,לעולםand learn 

torahdika mishpacha. Baruch Hashem, I was zoche 

to go into the Mirrer Mashgiach's mishpacha. My 

shver, zt'l never deviated from the path set forth 

in the Mir. My shviger, zul zein gezunt, constantly 

sees to it that her sons-in-law should be able to sit 

lt is already twenty years since כמנוחה.and learn 

the marriage of her last child, yet she is still moser 

nefesh for their ruchniyos. This kind of support is 

. not commonplace 

his kol סhis gemora. We went to sleep t 

the greetings of סtorah and we awoke t 

. his children 

Reb Zev taught us that we don't go 

into chinuch for parnosa, we don't go 

into chinuch for harbatzas hatorah, you 

go into chinuch to shteig in learning, to 

toil in Torah. Chinuch is a tzinor, cer­

tainly you're marbitz Torah, but it must 

be a place that is condusive to contin­

uous growth in Torah. lt was my expe­

rience in watching Reb Zev all those 

years in Philadelphia, tl1at guided me 

to be marbitz torah in a yeshiva. ln my 

mind, that hasmoda was the result of 

being away from the big city. 

1 also have to be makir tov to my 

eltere bochurim in the Yeshiva. You don't realize 

how much an eltere bochur can actually impact 

-you. One such person was Reb Yechiel Perr, cur 

rently Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Derech Ayson in 

Far Rockaway. When I came to the Yeshiva he 

. took me under his wings and he learned with me 

. Rav Yechiel guided me and he always advised me 

And, I have to give him a yasher koach for the best 

 advice of it all. When Rav Yechiel Perr wasמשדך

into the novardohker misl1pacha he called me and 

said to n1e, "Yankel, if you want to be able to sit 
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Throughout all the years in Yeshiva, tl1e close­

ness and the warmth fro1n Rav Sl1111uel was 

unreal. Even before he moved into the neighbor­

hood, when he was yet in Strawberry Mansion, 

he invited us there for shabbos. 

I still remember the first shiur that I heard from 

. Reb Shmuel when I went into the Bais Medrash 

and he said pshat in , bמציאותאיW e were learning 

the first Rashi, that it is a sha'la if yiush is m'taam 

. hefker or not 

Words ca11not adequately express my gratitude 

to the Rosh HaYeshiva, Rav Elya shlita. From that 

n a וfirst ti1ne that I ran to tl1e door, to give hi 

sholom aleichem until today the kesher becomes 

shtarker and shtarker. 

It took me years to appreciate the extent of 

what he did for me. Before I was even in his shiur, 

he would have a seder with me to tell me his shi­

urim. Shabbos afternoo11s I would go to his house 

where he would discuss the Shiurim. When I was 

in his shiur, I had a seder with him pashut learning 

Chumash and Rashi. Throughout all the years, he 

was always there for me, in every single way, both 

in ruchniyos, and in gashmius, he helped 1ne with 

n1y mishpacha as well as with my talmidim. 

, Over forty years ago, I was sitting in class 

in Mesivta Torah Vodaas when Reb Dovid 

Bender zt'l called us out - 1nyself and a few 

otl1er bochurim. He introduced us to Rav Yaakov 

. Rav Shmuel יבלחט"א, Kamenetsky zt'l and his son 

He told us about their plan to make a yeshiva in 

Philadelphia. That day, Rav Shmuel learned with 

, I had such ageshmak שנגח.שורus the firstamud in 

such a varmkeit that I decided right then and there 

. that Philadelphia is the Y eshiva for me 
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e, "Your Rosh HaYeshiva does it for ןbitzen says to n 

you. The Rosh Yeshiva has time for everybody, you 

" ! have to have time for everybody 

How many tin1es after a hectic evening that 1 

a1n on the phone, or I have to run to a bochur's 

chasuna and I come home and 1 say "Oy." My reb-

139 





 V NAI•"l'OI,I KF ~ HOI.\ ב\: I ~ IJ:>LJ-ז

own story of what ~ very one of us has h יןa
brought him to tl1e Yeshiva. For inost, it was a 

Rebbi, a sibli11g, a friend, or the like, who provided 

the first inspiration. For me, it might just well 

. have been a do-it-yourself shoe repair kit 

\ 

ראובןידעאורו

t ךlinbzig ~ J1f alire Qf}f ~lך W 

stop at our l1ouse every two weeks on business and 

at the same time persistently extol the virtues of 

the new Philadelphia Yeshiva, my father began to 

listen. He never said so, but I believe he was influ­

enced by the values that he saw being practiced in 

tl1e Rosh Yeshiva's house. The rest, as they say, is 

l1istory. While most of n1y eighth grade classn1ates 

went on to the larger Brooklyn yeshivos headed by 

the elder Roshei Yeshiva of the generation, I was 

sent to a Yeshiva that was headed by two 1nen in 

their low thirties and had not yet seen tl1ree l1igh 

school graduations. In hindsight, I still ma1·vel at 

my fatl1er's ability to see im1nediately what took 

others 1nany years. 

When my father returned home from one of 

his early busi11ess tours to Philadelphia, he spoke 

with admiration of the Kan1enetsky household. 

In particular he related how he had seen the 

Rebbitzen doing her own repairs on the children's 

shoes. Most people would have seen a precarious 

financial situation; n1y father saw a value system. 

Subsequently, when Mr. Erwin Weinberg would 
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ראובןידעאילו

Philadelphia." That phrase caught rny ear the11 

but it wasn't until l was a lot older that 1 fully 

grasped its significance: you don't just send your 

child to a Y eshiva, he was sayi11g. You become 

a mechutan with it. That bespeaks a relationship; 

that connotes a depth of commitment. Only as 

the years progressed and 1 had occasion to call 

upon the Roshei Yeshiva for assistance at life's 

critical junctures, did l recognize the depth of 

that characterization. We all know that once you 

learned in Philadelphia, you became a mecl1utan 

with the Roshei Yeshiva. Your concern was their 

concer11 and your joy was shared by thern. 

, Of even r11ore significance was the longer 

had ע"הmore serious co11versation my father 

. Rav Sl1n1uel, sl1lita, a few years later יבלח"טwith 

They spoke earnestly on the landing of the stairs 

, leading to the Bais Medrash in the 6063 building 

y respectful distance below. One ךwhile l kept n 

snatch of their dialogue, though, wafted down to 

where 1 was standing. "Nisht az mir zennen kegen 

college," 1 heard Rav Shmuel saying. "Mir zennen 

far dem lernnen. Mr. Kempler, luzzt eiher zunn 

". lernnen. Z'kenn zeinn as z'vett fun ehm eppes zehn 

bor11 and ע"ה,To his everlasting credit, my father 

raised in Berlin - unquestioningly accepted this 

Daas Torah. The rest of my life was shaped by 

those first few words - and my trying to live up to 

. the last ones 

has twenty ררעלטדי,זאגט, lndeed, hindsight 

twenty vision. By training hindsight on key -

little incidents, we can all recognize them now as 

arkers on the path that life has taken because of ךn 

the Yeshiva. ln my case, a conversation that my 

and the late Vineland Rosh Yeshiva, Rav ע"הfather 

Moshe Eisen1nann zt'l, had even before I came to 

the Yeshiva, takes on significance through the 

lens of hindsight. "Mazel Tov" l1e told iny father 

when he learned of his decision to send me to 

Philadelphia. "Ich herr az ihr vert a mechutan mit 
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gis t of his answer was in line with something I saw 

years later fron1 the Chiddushei Harim. Due to the 

, constraints of time, space and our own smallness 

the Chiddusliei Harim explains, we don't ourselves 

realize the in1portance of our actions. Sometimes 

their actual. character is not clear to us. lt takes 

to pu t ac tions -אמתתורת-the words of the T orah 

. into their true perspective 

ln the simplest of terms, Reuven succeeded 

in derailing the plans of his brothers. Y et, they 

, certainly thought they wanted to do right. So 

he himself may have had doubt. Did he save his 

, the greatest of mitzvos? Or -נפשותהצלת-brother 

was he an obstacle to their proper intentions? At 

, the time, it might not have been clear. Perhaps 

. as a result, he may have acted a bit hesitantly 

Had he known, though, that the Torah would 

he would have acted differently. He ,ויצילהוwrite 

. would have known the true value of his action 

Similarly, Boaz gave a friendless, impoverished 

a bit of barley. Was he simply doing a mitzvah גיורת

or was he taking the first -גיורתa מקרבof being 

 small step towards the establishment ofביתמלכות

Perhaps Boaz hin1self didn't know. But, we ?דור

the T orah' s -רותמגילתis part of קלילהויצבט. know 

Had he דורבית.מלכותrecord of the genesis of 

. known that, Boaz would have acted accordingly 

While hindsight's accurate vision helps us 

de.tect the wisdo1n of decisions made long ago- or 

regret the road not taken - chazal give us another 

perspective. 

וארכזוישמעעליומעירשהבק"הוארכזירעאילו

לאביו.ומוליכוכתיפועלמרכיבוהיהמידםויצילהו

פטומותעגליםקלי,להויצבטשכתובבועזירעאילו

וישב)פרשתשמעוניכילקוטמאכילההיה

"If Reuven would have known that the Torah 

would record that he saved Yosef, he would not 

have placed hin1 in a pit, rather, he would have­

carried Yosef on his shoulders to his father. lf Boaz 

would have knowi1 that it would say in the Torah 

that he gave Rus a bit of toasted barley, he would 

have fed her stuffed veal." 

ln my first year in Philadelphia, I was zoche to 

hear Maran Rav Aharon zt'l cite this chazal at 

a Torah Umesorah Oinner, and ask the obvious 

question: Why would Reuven or Boaz have acted 

in a more ceremonious fashion had they realized 

that their actions would be recorded in the Torah? 

Were they like us, people who act better when 

there is publicity? Chalilah, he answered. Although 

1 was perhaps too young to grasp the full meaning 

of the Rosh Yeshiva's words (especially since the 

i11icrophone failed at this point), I believe that the 
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the סthat he was bringing something positive t 

large jewish population of a city cynically referred 

-But could he have fore הנוחת.עירthen to as an 

seen that he was establishing a role model yeshiva 

that would alter the pattern of learning in the 

American yeshiva system? Or, could he have 

foreseen the trend he was establishing, one which 

, would bring Yeshivos to communities elsewhere 

, from Scranton to St. Louis, Boston to Denver 

and thereby alter the spiritual landscape of the 

American Torah community. 1 doubt it. A few 

-years later, when Rav Shmuel asked Rav Elya, shli 

ta, to join him, did they realize they were creating 

a partnership that would define a generatio11 of 

Bnei Torah? Probably not. At the time, they inight 

have thought only of the 1no1nent - that their Bais 

. Medrash needed chizuk 

Yes, had the Philadelphia Roshei Yeshiva realized 

50 years ago what their actions would 1nean to 

T orah in America, they might have acted with 

more pomp and circumstance. But, that's what 

we're here for tonight. T o make up with a bit 

- a little publicityעגלים and -נתיפועלמונינוof 

a gala Dinner - for not celebrating an -פטומות

. event that went so little noticed years ago 

Today, of course, we can see the value of what 

-an they them רpeople did 50 years ago, better tl 

selves could have the11. But, the story isn't over 

 yet. ln fact, the best is still to c01רר e. Theילקוט

: concludes with the following stirring words 

This, the Chiddushei Harim says, is what chazal 

Had עליומעידשהנק"הראובןידע.אילו: mean 

Reuven realized what Hashem says about him 

and not how things appeared to him - he would -

. have been more confident of his own actions 

-Whe11 Rav Sh1nuel, shlita, took those first fal 

tering sreps to establish a Yeshiva in Strawberry 

? Mansion, did he realize what he was doing 

Probably i1ot. He might have realized that he was 

g an environment for motivated younger רcreati1 

bochurim to learn away from the city. Or perhaps 
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Tonight, we can cele8rate the long range effects 

, of the Yeshiva's founding fifty years ago. But 

our vision is still limited. Is it humanly possi81e 

 to gauge the effect the Yeshiva has hadועלעלינו

But, when we will see עבדיךישראלזרעכלועל?בנינו

generated 8y שמיםיראתand תורהhow much the 

those faltering steps taken fifty years ago affected 

11 ' then, we , המשיחמלךand אליהוthe cause of 

May we .אי"הknow. Tnen, we' 11 really ce/e8rate 

- a/l ,ה'יאריך together with the Roshei Yeshiva 

be zoche to have reservations at -וכנעימיםכטוב

. that Great Dinner 

אותהנותניםוהנביאיםמצדהעושהאדםהיהלשעבר

ומשיח,אליהו ?אותהנותבמינביאיםשאיזועכשיו

וגו'ה'יראינדברואזהה"דחותםוהקנ"ה

ln the past, a person would perform a mitzvah " 

and the nevi'im would record it. Now that there 

 are no longer nevi'im, who records it ?ומשיחאליהו

". and Hashen1 seals it 

to ascertain נבואהlt takes the perspective of 

the true value of a person's mitzvah. Today, we 

no longer l1ave tl1at. But, i11 tl1e end, when the 

-effect of every mitzvah perfor111ed will be appreci 

ated in ter111s of how it figured in bringing about 

then we'll truly realize what גאולהthe ultimate 

. was do11e 

145 





HORAV YOSEF MERMELSTEIN 

The following article was translated from a yid­
dish speech delivered by Horav Yosef Mermelstein 
at the Yeshiva dinner, March, 2003. 

accept סaccept the award, yet l did not call them t 

 until that Wednesday. 1 would like to explain tס

. the Roshei Hayesl1iva how I could do it 

Rav Chaim Brisker once needed to raise a 

su111 of mo11ey for a certain purpose. He went 

to a certain town and stayed by someone 11amed 

Zeldowitz. Tl1is individual proceeded to ask Reb 

Chaim how 111uch 111oney he needed to raise for 

this project. Reb Chain1 answered that he needed 

100,000 rubles. Upon hearing this, Reb Zeldowitz 

said, "Rebbe, you sit in the house and learn and 

I will raise all the mo11ey that you need." After 

w o 111ight be thinking to themselves what a fine 

take tl1is award and סfellow I am - that I agreed t 

now they are forced to come and participate in my 

-honor. l would like them to understand; my con 

35 nection to the Roshei Hayeshiva goes back over 

years - and during this period, I called on the111 

for advice or assistance countless ti111es, never to 

 receive a "no." I, ii1 turn, was unable tס say "no" tס

. help the yesl1iva סan opportunity t 

Truthfully speaking, I must apologize to the 

Roshei Hayeshiva as well. They called me a few 

weeks ago on a Motzoei Shabbos, to ask me to 
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own pocket, tl1en why did it take a month to give 

it to ine." Zeldowitz explained that although he 

decided immediately to give Reb Chaitn all the 

money himself - the decision was in l1is sechel, 

but his heart was not on that level. So it took two 

weeks until his heart was holding by giving 50,000 

rubles and then an additional two weeks for the 

remaining 50,000. 

1 too, was in a similar situation. Not for a 

moment did I waiver or question if I would accept 

this award. Yet, although my sechel knew that l 

work on myself so that my סwould, 1 needed time t 

. heart as well would be holding by it 

Having said this, l would like to point out a 

contrast. 1 mentioned earlier that no matter how 

many times l would call the Roshei Hayeshiva with 

two weeks, he gave Reb Chaim 50,000 explaining 

, that the rest would soon follow. T wo weeks later 

. Reb Chaim a11other 50,000 rubles סhe presented t 

Reb Chaim was overjoyed with the success of his 

mission. 

Suddenly, a man ca1ne to Reb Chaim with a 

complaint. He wanted to summon Zeldowitz to 

a din Torah. He went on to explain, that he had 

a partnership with Zeldowitz that in any devar 

mitzvah in which Zeldowitz would be involved, he 

would be a 50-50 partner. Yet, now Zeldowitz gave 

the whole 100,000 rubles from his own money and 

didn't let his partner give his share. 

Reb Chaim looked at both of them incredu­

lously. He turned to Zeldowitz and asked "ls it 

true that you gave me all this money from your 
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REB CHAIM BRISKER ZT'L 

make the next 50,000 come any easier. The Roshei 

Hayeshiva - they gave up not 50,000 ruble, not 

100,000 and not a 111illion. Rather, their whole 

was given over for their talmidim and for מציאות

klal yisroel. The Ros/1ei Hayeshiva gave over their 

entirety to help others welcome with their whole 

heart, any opportunity to assist talmidim and klal 

. yisroel without a11y hesitation 

Having had the benefit of these few weeks 

to reflect upon n1y relationship with the Roshei 

Hayeshivah, my heart as well as my sechel is filled 

with l1appiness to accept this award. I welcome 

this cha11ce to publicly express 111y deepest hakoros 

hatov to the Roshei Hayeshivah for all they have 

done for 1ne. Who knows how my life would look 

. today if not for the Roshei Hayeshivah 

requests or questions, I never received a "no." But 

in truth, it is really much more tl1a11 tl1at. They 

didn't just not say "no." I called tl1e1n for 111a11y 

n1any reasons. Whether it was for an eitzah or for 

shiduchim, regardless of l1ow ti1ne consun1i11g or 

unco1nfortable it 111igl1t have been for them, they 

never refused n1e. There was always the reassur­

ing "yes"- without hesitation or reservation. They 

were always there - ready to do. 1 remember, sit­

ting in n1y chair after hanging up the phone with 

tears i11 111y eyes ref!ecting upon the message I was 

give11. "We are here, 'hineini,' throw your burden 

on us, we will help you carry it," that was the clear 

message we received by eacl1 and every call. 

lt is however, a bit perplexing. No hesitatio11, 

110 reluctance, heart and sechel togetl1er, ready to 

help regardless of perso11al consideration. Was 

Zeldowitz wrong? Does this 11ot take time and 

effort to reach this level of self sacrifice? 

The a11swer is - Zeldowitz was rigl1t - of course 

a heart must be worked on to reach such high lev­

els of giving. And I am sure that n1a11y years ago 

- the Roshei Hayeshiva did just that. But there is 

a big difference. After reaching the level to will­

ingly give 50,000 rubles - the next 50,000 rubels 

needs the same work. Giving 50,000 rubles doesn't 
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then we מלאכים,rect. "If the earlier 011es are like 

 are like people." Can a person understand aמלאך

? at all? Do they share the same scope of concepts 

Are there any similarities at all between a person 

and a donkey? Can we relate at all to R' Akiva 

-Eiger? Was he just inuch sn1arter than us or a big 

ger masmid? The entirety of his being is so totally 

. removed fro111 us. We can't begin to fathom it 

As I reflect upon this yesod of the true transmis­

sion of the mesoras haTorah, I realize that this is the 

chinuch that we, tl1e talmidim of the Philadelphia 

Yeshivah were zoche to receive. Entering the 

Yeshivah, we immediately realize the chain that 

separated us fron1 the Roshei Hayeshivah. What 

we tl1ought were correct questions we realized 

were i1ot so. The answers we thought so brilliant 

were shown to be false. The mussar ideals we were 

exposed to were incon1prehensible at times. The 

Roshei Yeshiva's Neilah drashos, when with a voice 

choked with tears he would demand of us that we 

concern ourselves with kavod shamayim. These 

were ideals that were far ren1oved from tl1e under­

standing of such young bochurim. 

, There was so much that we didn't understand 

yet we learned. So much was above our heads, yet 

we strived to reach those lof ty heights. How is this 

since מלאךdone? How can a person learn fron1 a 

? so much is uncon1prehensible 

I would like to speak, however, about a different 

point. Chazal state: "If the early generation is like 

-angels then we are like people. lf the earlier gen 

erations are likened to people than we are similar 

to donkeys in comparison to them." The Alter 

from Kelm says that chazal are tryi11g to make an 

important point that we n1ust understand. The 

difference between tl1e earlier generations and the 

. later ones is not that they were better or greater 

Rather, the contrast is that the earlier generations 

. are totally different, a completely different entity 

-We n1ust, however, understand what is the impor 

tance of this distinction? What is the difference if 

 they are greater or a different?מציאות

The answer 1 feel, is one of the foundations of 

the proper transmission of the mesorah from one 

generatio11 to the next. What is the definition of 

'greater'? Greater means tl1at we are both in the 

same ball park. We both have the same scope 

of concepts. ]ust he i11ight be smarter and more 

learned. But if we are in the sa1ne league, then 

1 retain the ability to questio11 what he says and 

to make my own evaluations of his ideas. 1 111ight 

choose to accept some of his theories while reject­

ing others. 

Chazal are teachi11g us that this understanding 

of the difference betwee11 the generations is incor-
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torah that the Roshei Hayeshivah possessed was the 

rah of the previous generation that they סda'as t 

acquired through the hisbatlus. Being exposed to 

living examples of the gadlus of the previous dor 

be סmade it easy for talmidim to have the trust t 

. this special chinuch סmevatel themselves t 

How can 011e say tl1ank you for this? How 

can one adequately express l1is appreciation to 

someone who gave the gift of life itself - a life 

of Torah and avodas hashem. The only way one 

give סcan thank their parents is by attempting t 

-them nachas - that is the true thank you for par 

ents. So too, I feel, is the approach for talmidi1n 

the Roshei סtry and express our appreciation t סt 

dedicate our סHayeshivah. lf we talmidim will try t 

lives to bring out kovod shomayim in all that we 

do, it would bring the greatest nachas ruach to our 

. Roshei Hayeshivah 

The answer is that a person, with his sechel can't 

bridge the gap סThe only way t מלאך.learn fro1n a 

 and learn fron1 aמלאך is by laying your secl1el tס

 the side. You must be mevatel yourself tס theמלאך

and begin to develop a whole new way of thinking 

a whole new way of understanding. You have to -

tal "zicH.; your whole entirety and סgive over your t 

-be able to internal סonly then can you hope t 

, ize the lessons and ideals being transmitted. Yes 

a young bochur ca11 develop a feeling for kavod 

 shamayim and avodas hashem, if he is willing tס

tally commit himself to be mevatel his entirety סt 

. to his rebbeim 

-There is, however, one more question remain 

ing a11d it is a difficult one. How could the Roshei 

Hayeshivah develop a system of chinui;:h based 

ask from 1סnuch t ססon this yesod? ls that not t 

expect young סa young bochur? ls it realistic t 

be prepared to be mevatel themselves סtalmidim t 

their rebbeim when many adults are unable to סt 

? do so 

This is a very tough question - yet the answer is 

very simple a11d every single talmid can testify to 

its veracity. The answer is that we saw it. We saw 

 Roshei Yeshivah who were mevatel their sechel tס

their rebbeim and to the earlier generations. Their 

understanding the סwhole beings were dedicated t 

 earlier generations and be mevatel themselves tס

that mesorah. We saw this and were therefore able 

-attempt to imitate it in our little ways. We per סt 

was סceived that the mesorah we were exposed t 

the mesorah of a previous generation. The da'as 
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-f all physical dimensions ti1ne, is the most per ~{ 
\!J:tve, the cardinal creation that is tl1e fra1nework 

for all the others. lt, more than anything else, is 

what makes us human. Eternity, that plane where 

. ti1ne does not exist, is Divine, for Him alone 

, Huma11 Beings are co11fined to a linear existence 

 bound by the constraints of time .והעתידאיןהעבר

We age as we go from one experience to עדיין.

another, in single file. The nostalgic pangs that 

we feel when we venture to reconcile experiences 

from our different ages is our meager atte111pt to 

acl1ieve סtranscend the boundaries of ti111e, t 

son1ething superl1uman, to encroach upon the 

. Divine 

ng iסnn ~ lezz ~ g ~ 

Age is highly personal, guarded like a delicate 

possession. We see ourselves withi11 the context 

of age n1ore than any other singular attribute. We 

view recent history and world events, and needless 

to say, our own experiences, relative to how old we 

were at the time that they occurred. Only through 

-the ba1·01neter of age, do we dare compare our 

-others. Achievements of youth are ulti סselves t 

. n1ately more valuable than those of later years 

The camaraderie that can be achieved between 

friends of the same age, B'nai Gil, is unparalleled. 

They can share familiar sentiments that the rest 

of the world cannot feel. Observe classmates 

reminiscing about old times and you will sense 

the tangible bond that they share. 
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determined to spread its influence across the 

globe. Little did it know that tl1e en1pires that it 

helped create would rise up against it with such 

vehemence. The United States was convinced 

that it had realized the dream of pursuit of happi­

ness. No one would have dreamed of the internal 

unrest tl1at tl1e sixties would bring. As ]ews, we 

were living in the shadow of the great destruction 

of European ]ewry in a self-imposed euphoria. 

Lucky to have survived, we were afraid to disturb 

the security of our haven lest we invoke the ire 

of the outside world by reminding them of the 

great tragedy that had befallen us and that they 

did so little to prevent. lt took years before the 

Eichmann trial, a11d the tern1 Holocaust was not 

yet even coined. We spoke of it in hushed tones 

as if we were ashamed that the others would hear. 

Outwardly we were content, grateful to this great 

haven of religious tolerance. 

lt was a time of cold war. Churchill's iron 

curtain l1ad closed off all vestiges of Eastern 

Europe. Although we, as Yeshivaleit, yearned for 

the warmth and the Yiddishkeit that we had heard 

about and witnessed in our parents and Rebbeim, 

they were far removed from us. Those Yeshivos 

and Kehillos that fired our enthusiasm and fed 

our dreams no longer existed. Even tl1e physical 

areas we1·e unreachable by travel, with virtually 

My B'nai Chabura and 1 have the unique dis­

tinction of sharing the same age as the Yeshiva. 

As we ho11or the Yeshiva upon its' Yovel, we com-

1nemorate our own Yovel as well. The tl1oughts and 

e1notions that we attribute to the Yeshiva at this 

juncture are, for us, very personal and intimate. 

Milestones invite retrospection, compelling us to 

justify a11d evaluate our stature and standing. 

On Yom Hakodosh, the designated day for 

introspection when we are charged to resolve the 

disparities between our past and our prese11t, we 

These are not words ידאכיניאירתצנואשלד.עdeclare 

-of despair. To the contrary, they exalt and empha 

size the worth of the penitent. Had 1 bee11 created 

I would not נוצרתיאשל,עד, at some previous time 

lt is here, in this יאכד.איני, have been of value 

time and in this place that I an1 significant, it is 

here and now that i11y triumphs resound and my 

failures devastate. It is my contributions and those 

of my age group alone that form and define this 

-moment in history. Neither past i1or future genera 

. tions can accomplish what we can for this era 

This Yovel began in the post war years, a brief 

interlude of unprecedented elation. Tl1e victors 

were engaged with rebuilding the ravages of 

Europe and rehabilitating the vanquished ene­

mies. Predominant as America now was, it was 
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, Despite the unlikely place and improbable period 

the aura of kovod hatorah that was tl1e hall111ark of 

all who had lived be'Derech Yisroel Saba since his 

time shone brightly within its hallowed halls. The 

-basic credo of the Yeshiva was that Torah is end 

complacency could מררנהוהמלאכהקצר;היוםless 

not be tolerated. We savored each chiddush, each 

. shiur, but we always felt uneasy 

gives גר"אThe רבשללכמוצאאמרתךעלאנכיש.ש

a moshol of a heroic soldier who is being rewarded 

for his valor. The King gives him one full day to 

gather as mucl1 treasure as he can from the booty 

-of his defeated enemies. His exuberance is tem 

-pered with despair as the day goes on and he real 

110 com1nunication to anyone who may have been 

left there. We were, in sl1ort, a new American 

ge11eration, severed from the prior generation in a 

way that denied us access to any notion of Eastern 

Europe. Much as we wanted to be a part of that 

generation, to our chagrin, our youth, our style, 

and even our hu1nor were strictly American. 

lt was to tl1is oas1s in this n1ost turbulent of 

centuries that we were born and the Yeshiva, 

simultaneously, took root. ln a purely American, 

"out-of-town" city sorely lacking in Yiddishkeit 

a11d, indeed, even antagonistic towards it, the 

Yeshiva began as a fledgling of the great tree that 

had bee11 planted in Lakewood a decade earlier. 
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is the most suitable system for a Yeshiva. ln this 

short dialogue, Rav Yisroel succinctly defined the 

essence of a Yeshiva. The experience of kabolas 

liatorah is an on goi11g occurrence tl1at never 

ceases. A Yesl1iva transc·~nds time and place and 

performs a constant ree11actment of Har Sinai. It 

proves tl1at Toral1 is not linear, that there are no 

barriers between wl1at we learn here ai1d what we 

learned at Sinai. 

l recall my first encounter with our Yesl1iva 

when l came as an eighth grader for my ei1trance 

farher. I wrote to my parents that night, and, in an 

nal letter told them how impressed l was סti סem 

be a part סwith what l had seen. I really wanted t 

of the Yeshiva. One thought and the surge that l 

felt when l wrote it remains in my n1ind. Here, I 

gether סwrote, is a place where everybody lives t 

gether as one. What is remarkable סand learns t 

about tl1at letter, besides from the fact that I 

remember it so clearly, is tl1at a thirteen-year-old 

boy rarely expresses his feeli11gs in such a fashion 

to his parents. Something n1ust have touched the 

stirrings of a neshoma that remembered such an 

experience from long ago, feelings that only a 

. friend of tl1e same age, a Ben Gil, can evoke 

izes how much he will have to leave over whe11 the 

 day is done. This is howששרן differs fro1nש.מחה

-Ai1 encoun יגון.con1es with an underlyi11g ששרן

leaves in its wake a feeling סוףאיןter with the 

of unfulfillment. lt is this con1bination of joy and 

. rah סanguisl1 tl1at is the obsession of the ben t 

, The great nineteentl1 century philanthropist 

Baro11 Oavid Gu11zburg was introduced to the 

Yeshiva world by Rav Yisroel Salanter. Rav Laizer 

Gordon, who was tl1en serving as Rosh Yeshiva in 

join l1im wl1en the סKelm, had asked Rav Yisroel t 

. visit his Yesl1iva סBaron accepted his invitation t 

Having recently graduated fron1 St. Petersburg 

, U11iversity with a degree in Oriental studies 

Baron Gunzburg was also well versed in ]udaic 

studies, albeit from tutors who were renowned 

maskilim. His first reaction upon witnessing the 

bais medrash in session was to criticize the basic 

-regimen. He asked why it was that in all institu 

tions of higher lear11ing there were various levels 

of classes, with each class studying in its own 

, study hall. Whereas here all of the students 

gether packed into סyounger and older, study t 

one study hall. Rav Yisroel's reply was that this 

gether it was received at סis the way of Torah: t 

Sinai and together it is studied and probed. This 
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כמצריםהיומהםישיבהפרשהלאאבותינושל"מימיהז

עמהם."ינה ttי'נמרנוהיוונו,עמהםישיבה

Each individual's success is likewise mea-

sured by the extent one implements and carries 

"Yeshivol1 Imohem" through the various stages of 

his life. "Yel1ivol1 Imohem" is what gives us the 

strength to withsta11d our nisyonos and to grow in 

our avoidas hashem no matter when or where we 

find ourselves. 

Our revered Roshei Yeshiva shlita were zocheh 

to establish a Beis Ulpana l 'Torah, Avodoh and 

Middos Tovos which year after year produces true 

bnei torah. lf the true measure of a yeshiva's suc­

cess is the degree to which the talmidim go out 

<!];azal reveal rhar the secret of klal yisroel's 

survival and success in all situations is "Yeshivoh 

lmohem' Whether in the midst of a difficult golus 

such as mitzrayim or throughout the trials and 

tribulations of the midbor, the "Yeshivoh imohem" 

kept klal yisroel going. 

However it is not only tl1e klal that have to sub­

scribe to this secret. 

 ..הי.'כישיבהויושבזקזאבינואברהם
 ..הי.'כישיבהויושבזקזאבינויצחק
 ..הי.'כישיבהויושבזקזאבינויעקב

 ..חי.'כישיבהויושבזקזאברהםענדאליעזר
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g us to "trachten vegen רby seudoh shlishis exhorti1 

yenem" or the shmuessin of Reb Elya shlita before 

kept us out of האמת","מידתdemanding of us נעילה

-trouble. We can all point to the lesson of the cen 

that the Roshei אלעס"איז,"תורה, trality of Torah 

, d continue to exemplify רYeshiva so exe1nplified a1 

1 / which is what sent us along the Derech HaTora 

ובהתלהבותבדביקות.

Of course all these lessons are absorbed in more 

ent ררsubtle ways, by merely being in the environ1 

of the yeshiva. The Roshei Yesl1iva succeeded in 

at was rich in yiras רcreating an environ111ent tl 

hanced רwas er רshomayim and middos toivos whicl 

-by the many special personalities who were fix 

, iva. Whether it was, for exa111ple רtures in the yesl 

ose very presence (even before רReb Mendel zt' l, wl 

-iur) gave us a glirnpse of the pre רlearning in his sl 

the mussar of Reb רwar yeshivah world along witl 

, Yerucho111 and "Der Alter". Or, Dr. Askowitz zt'l 

who when we came back from breakfast to start 

seder, was always standing in the back corner 

g רof the bais medrash in tallis and tefillin learni1 

. is work day. Or, Mr רuntil 10:00 before starting l 

-Friedman zt'l who displayed a great degree of emu 

is simchas hachayim רd l רat, a1 רnah and temimus. Tl 

ow a yid should be in רwas a powerful lesson in l 

. ose inyonim רtl 

-into the world carrying with the111 the all impor 

e Roshei Yeshivah רen tl רtant "Yeshivoh lmohem", tl 

. have succeeded beyond all expectations 

-be attributed to the excep רThis success car 

tional and remarkable role models the Roshei 

the rest of the wonderful רYeshivah together witl 

d the mashgiach shlita were and are for רrebbeim ar 

pact they had on us during our years in רus. The in 

orah" that זyeshiva, serves as the "Bais Ulpana r 
accompanies us throughout our lives and is the 

' yesod for "Yeshivoh lmohem 

s of רpoint to situatio1 1ר am sure that all of us ca1 

nissayon where the shmuessin of Reb Shmuel shlita 
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the alumni. Any bochur entering its gates became 

a lifetime member. The Roshei Yeshiva keep track 

. of their talmidim as they continue along life's path 

-Any need, whether spiritual, monetary or emo 

tio11al; the Rosl1ei Yeshiva are there for us. 111 many 

in a fatl1erly אענה"ואנייקראו"טרםcases it is b 'geder 

n1a11ner, they anticipate our needs and strive to 

. better our situation as mucl1 as possible 

 We all have a great debt of gratitude toהשגחה

for having placed us i11 "Philly" and to עליונה

. the Roshei Yeshiva for all they have done for us 

The best expressio11 of our gratitude is for us to 

" strengthen our kesher with "Yeshivoh Imohem 

and to refresh the lessons we absorbed duri11g our 

formative years in yeshiva and to reapply the111 i11 

-tl1e framework of our present mature understand 

ing. lt is only tl1rough such an ongoing and steady 

of מדריכהprocess that we can hope to attain the 

. after forty years רבודבריעלעומדbeing 

As we mark tl1is momentous 1nilestone of Yoivel 

let us lift up our hearts in tefilla to the Ribbono 

Shel Olam for the continued success of the Yeshiva 

sl1ould grant the Roshei חקב"חand that חילאלמחיל

Yeshiva shlita gezunt, harchovas hadaas, and l<.oach 

to continue producing bnei torah amitiyim ad bias 

. go'el tzedek bimheirah b 'yomeinu, amen 

We, as talmidim, benefited from the insular 

en:viro11ment (as much as is possible in tl1e U.S.) 

that prevailed in yeshiva. Oistractions were 

almost nonexistent, thus, the yeshiva kept a to11e 

wl1ich was conducive for applying ourselves to 

our learning. Yet at the same time we were sup­

plied with the tools to cope with and adjust to 

the "real world". lt was 011ly then, when our eyes 

were "opened", that we began to appreciate the 

true gadlus of the Roshei Yeshiva, especially the 

exceptional relationship of mutual respect and 

cooperation that tl1ey share. 

lf we further examine the words of chazal we 

 are struck by the pl1rasing ofמחם"ישיבהפרשה"לא

tl1e yeshiva did not leave fro111 them". lt would " -

seem 1nore appropriate to have said, they did not 

. leave tl1e yeshiva 

Perhaps we can explain that chazal are telli11g 

us an additional aspect of "Yeshivoh Imohem' 

Not only did our forefathers not separate fron1 

"Yeshiva", but also the "Yeshiva" did 11ot separate 

fro1n them. "Yeshiva" was always there, always 

available, they just had to be aware of this and 

co11nect themselves to "Yeshivoh Imohem' 

This is especially true of the Talmudical Yeshiva 

of Philadelphia; tl1e yeshiva literally accon1panied 
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am overwhelmed by its title. Philadelphia וAs 1 sit down to write this article 
Yeshiva means everything to me. From my youth growing up in Philadelphia with 
parents whose breath was the Yeshiva and all its needs, to becoming a Talmid and 

, learning first hand from the illustrious Roshei HaYeshiva and devoted Rebbeim 
~ to becoming an alumnus and eventually a Rebbe and parent myself appreciat 

ing more and more, day after day the lessons and life skills we were taught in so 
delphia Yeshiva doesn't merely teach Bnai Torah it ~ many different ways. Phil 

. am truly indebted וmolds and creates them. For this 

were important as well. A Purim didn't pass with-

out us waiting for the bochurim to visit our home 

as it was a momentous occasion we all looked 

forward to. 

as a Talmid ישיבהכותליUpon entering the 

myself, 1 witnessed first hand what my parents 

, had supported all those years. The care, concern 

love and admiration the Yeshiva and its rebbeim 

had for each and every talmid was unparalleled. ln 

their eyes, each talmid was a fundamental build­

ing block in the future of klal yisroel. Linki11g that 

 y parents home was one in whichהתורהבברד

was paramount. This was taught to us in ולדמויה

many ways but in particular with how they dealt 

with the Roshei HaYeshiva and made the Yeshiva 

a part of our daily lives. They spent time in board 

meetings, consulting with the Roshei HaYeshiva 

on a wide array of topics varying from halacha 

and hashkofa to Yeshiva finances, enjoying the 

Yeshiva's simchos and at times even its pai11. Not 

only were the Rosliei HaYeshiva so very important 

but the bochurim of the Yeshiva, boys who spent 

their days and nights toiling in Toras HaShem, 
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were given, but the שמועזיזSo many different 

common denominator amongst them was either 

perfecting our actions, by not leaving lights on 

or by treating even the janitorial staff with the 

learn סor striving t ,אלוקיםצלםdignity becoming a 

better because each and every facet of our lives 

. was governed by how we learned 

I remember vividly one summer when the Rosh 

HaYeshiva, Reb Shmuel, was kind enough to visit 

Camp Dora Golding, where I serve as Learning 

Director. The only stipulation that the Rosh 

HaYeshiva made was that he needed a ride back 

to Philadelphia as soon as Shabbos was over. On 

Sunday morning the Rosh HaYeshiva called to 

thank my wife for the beautiful Shabbos, while 

they were taught by מסורהbright future with the 

-Reb Aharon zt' l was their goal. Young, impres 

they כליםrah were the סsionable American bnai t 

were given to work with. As I look back at the 

 many talmidim the Yeshiva had during myתקופה,

-and the many diverse paths in life they have cho 

sen, it is truly a tribute to the Yeshiva that all of 

. us share in the derech we were taught 

There are so many different aspects of what 

makes a "Philadelphia bochur," but I' d like to 

, focus on just one of them. By countless examples 

we were taught that great people are a result of 

doing the little things right. No matter what we 

, do, both inside and outside of the Yeshiva סwere t 

. it needed to be done completely and correctly 
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years later. On a personal note, my entire fan1ily is 

 grateful and will never forget the special lastכבור

that the Roshei HaYeshiva gave at the levaya just a 

few months ago of my mother a"h, who together 

. the Yeshiva מייסדwith my father z"l helped be 

When we thanked the Roshei HaYeshiva for all 

their efforts the response was, "and didn't your 

parents make efforts on behalf of the Yeshiva, and 

These are a few הטוב".הכרתshouldn't we show 

examples of the countless many, of how daily; we 

would witness people who impressed upon us by 

. example how a ben torah was supposed to live 

This concept was also taught to us very clearly 

in our learning. One could not simply ask the Rosh 

rather the רשב"א,on a קשיאHaYeshiva, Reb Elya a 

gemora, rashi and tosfos needed to be said in it's 

apologizing that he hadn't said goodbye the 

night before because he needed to get back to 

Philadelphia right away and did not have time to 

return to the bungalow. The Rosh HaYeshiva who 

had given of his hectic schedule to do us a favor 

was concerned that maybe he had left and forgot­

ten a thank you. 

The Rosh HaYeshiva taught us the power of a 

few, thoughtful words. He once impressed upon 

me at a chasuna how important it is to compli­

ment the waiter on the food, because he migl1t 

in turn pass the compliment on to the chef. On a 

different occasion, upon meeting my father in law 

in Cleveland the Rosh HaYeshiva gave him regards 

from each of my children by name. 

Who can forget how Reb Mendel zt'l would 

hone in on the little nuances of the American 

world and compare it to the life he lived in Mir 

in Shanghai & Baranovich with Reb Yeruchem 

& Reb Elchonon zt"l as role models. ln the inside 

flap of my Kiddushin Gemora is story after story of 

the gedolim of Europe that Reb Mendel saw and 

learned from and shared with his talmidim. Each 

story was lined with the mussar that made us yearn 

to live that life ourselves. lt was mussar that only 

Reb Mendel could give, in his very special way, 

and that remains with his talmidim today so many 
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quiet for a moment. Then, as loudly as the Rosh 

HaYeshiva had shouted earlier l1e now responded 

Watching this "גערעכטביםטרו ,אנשולריק!" , with 

as a High School bochur I was taught the lesson 

, of a lifetime - you could be the Rosh HaYeshiva 

respected & revered world-wide, make a small 

, mistake in front of a bochur 40 years younger 

and say so without a qualm! This is what it meant 

 to learn and l1ave a trueהאמתביקוש.

ln the High School each and every rebbe left his 

own imprint on the learning of the bochurim in 

" his shiur. Reb Shimon zt'l taught his little "boyus 

with a patience that was חשובthat learning was 

unparalleled, Reb Yaakov gave us a geshmak in 

, learning, Reb Yitzchock exposed us to lomdus 

. and Reb Laib showed us first-hand gadlus b'Torah 

All of this in an atmosphere permeated with the 

of the Mashgiach, Reb שאיפותlove, concern and 

 Avrohom, laced with theהתבטלות andנפשמסירות

of the Menal1el, Reb Uri. Upon this steadfast 

foundation we entered into the bais medrash and 

whose life wasn't inspired in a myriad of ways 

by Reb Mendel and the shiurim of the Roshei 

? HaYeshiva 

Often, relationships end once daily interaction 

concludes. But in the life of a typical Philadelphia 

bochur they become stronger and ever more appre-

entirety first, then and only then if our question 

 hadn't already resolved itself were we allowed tס

ask. Reb Elya would listen carefully to our every 

word gleaning the extra and superfluous ones and 

leaving us with a clarity of the pshat which was 

from מקבלl1is goal. Reb Elya taught us how to be 

, others as well. 0 11ce, when I was in llth grade 

Reb Yitzchock asked me to run across to the bais 

medrash to get a sefer. There I found Reb Elya and 

a bochur fron1 the bais medrash wl10 were talking 

in learning. ln a meek and quiet voice the bochur 

which the Rosh סבואtold the Rosh HaYeshiva a 

HaYeshiva thought was lacking. In a loud voice 

the Rosh HaYeshiva told him so over and over 

again quite emphatically. The bochur listened and 

in his meek voice defended his logic. There was 
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-will see many differe11t things. Trees of many dif 

fere11t colors and types, people from all strides of 

, life, buildings of many shapes and sizes, bridges 

cars, and much much n1ore. lt seems from his 

panoramic view that this is a work of art with 

everything fitting just right, as if each piece was 

made to be together just the way they are. Upon 

his descent he speaks to the farmer who planted 

-the trees, the architects who designed the build 

ings and bridges, the manufacturers who made 

, the cars, together with the people in the streets 

and to his surprise none of the1n had any of tl1e 

same i11tentions! So too, said Reb Meir, it is with a 

and עבודה,Yeshiva. Every bochur has his personal 

is taugl1t in a way that is special to him. But as 

time goes on and everyone leaves tl1e Yesl1iva and 

goes on his way from the panoramic view it is a 

beautiful picture with everyo11e fitting beautifully 

 wl1ile fulfilling hisתפקיד as aתורה.כן

For this and so many other things all of us, the 

talmidim of the Philadelphia Yeshiva, are so very 

that the Roshei HaYeshiva כרכהgrateful. lt is our 

their ממשיךto be זוכהand the rabbeim should be 

הנפשכמנוחתהקודשעבודת

שנהועשריםמאהעדהדעתוהרחבת

ciated. Tl1e Yeshiva, its rebbeim, and the Roshei 

HaYesl1iva continue to play an essential role in 

the lives of their talmidim. No n1atter what sort 

of life a talmid l1as chosen for himself the Roshei 

HaYeshiva are never too busy to give advice and 

provide a listening ear no matter what the topic 

or what time of day or night it is. 1 for one have 

bee11 told by both the Roshei HaYeshiva on nu1ner­

ous occasions that there is no time that is too 

late or too early, if we are needed we want to be 

called. Many tin1es 1 will talk over an issue with 

a11 old chaver and we will say, "What would Reb 

Elya have said," or "Reb Sh1nuel would 11ever have 

allowed this." The Yeshiva taugl1t and conti11ues 

to teach an e11tire thought process to its, talmidim 

imparting to the1n the ability to make the right 

decisions with the right priorities. 

1 could continue writing pages and pages of 

thoughts and feelings of gratitude for what the 

Yeshiva has done for ine, and it would still only 

touch the tip of the iceberg. But l'd like to con­

clude with a short mos/101 1 heard in the name 

of Reb Meir Chodosh zt" l. He was known to say 

that when one stands atop a higl1 inountain and 

looks arou11d at the scene that surrounds him he 

165 





" 

... __________ Yi __ o __ s_s_i __ TA: __ IJ:B ____________ ..... ~ 

לחגמירמחיכא
met an old friend from Yeshiva who said to me in the וSeveral years ago 

 course of reminiscing "! still remem8er the speech you made at yourסעודת
I AM ~ can still remem8er the utter simplicity of you declaring ידהרפ .ו

and hearing that, somehow stuck in my mind." Soon ~ A PHILLY GUY 

afterwards ! took to thinking a8out this youthful proclamation. ! 8egan to 

. was onto something without realizing it at that time וwonder if perhaps 

the course of writing this piece 1 will be able to 

explain this feeling a little bit better. 

with השעמbrings a יאסנהדןירמסתכ. in גמראThe 

גילמאלרבי who called seven people to sit onןידבתי

was required. When eight העיבורשנתto decide if a 

people arrived he announced that the one who 

had come unasked should leave. Upon hearing 

stood up and left, not because he was שמואל, this 

the culprit but rather so as not to embarrass the 

then as :מחיכא ks גמראindividual who was. The 

learn that it was שמואלWhere did ?לחגמיר

s our years in Yeshiva recede further into the 

past, the natural tendency is for this connection 

to weaken. After all, we n1eet new Rebbeim who 

on us, make new friends and move into משפיעare 

then do we still שייכרתother areas of life. What 

While it is easy . ?"יארעז"בחררעשעhave with our 

enough to say that the years spent learning in 

Yeshiva provide the base on which our lives are 

built, 1 believe the connection is stronger, that 

our Yeshiva years remain with us on a day-to-day 

-basis. 1 have always felt this connection but some 

how could never quantify it. lt is my hope that in 
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: is teaching us גמראChaim Shmulevitz tl1at the 

ונפשיהמדעתאדברשוםלעשותלאדםאיז

ונפשיהמדעתאלעשותהנוהגהאדםכי
כזהנדבראפילוולבז ....אחריתותהאמרה

בזנהגולאמאליומסתברשהוא

 .רבממעשהלימודפ"עאלא

Even though they understood these relatively 

simple concepts on tl1eir own, they only acted 

on then1 because this is what they were taugl1t by 

their Rebbeim. ln otl1er words, we only do si111ple 

every day things because a Rebbe has taught us to 

do them. No matter how simple it seems to us i1ow 

 to beבתוהרעוסק, involve ourselves i11וחסדדצקהעניני

we must in each כאמונהומתןעמשהand conduct our 

And the answer ?הלנמירמהיכאcase ask ourselves 

 will always beורבמשעמהימדולפילע!

better to embarrass oneself rather then allow the 

then גמראactual perpetrator to be shamed? The 

wl10 had תלמידים,lists several similar stories of 

learned to act in this n1anner from their rebbeim 

-After relat .רבינומשהtracing it all tl1e way back to 

asks the same question גמראi11g each story the 

? Fro111 where did he learn this ?להנמירמהיכא-

is bothered by the ל"זצReb Chai111 Shn1ulevitz 

W l1y does .להנמירמהיכאrepeatedly asking גמרא

assume that such behavior must be גמראthe . 

learned from son1eone? The stories related are 

who surely understood logically עולםגדוליabout 

to behave in this manner? lt would see111 מסבוא

tl1at not embarrassing another person is simple 

Reb זאגט. enough to understand on ones own 
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Even as he inolded us into young Yeshiva 

bachurim he taught us lessons that would be 

meaningful the rest of our lives. One day right 

outside our classroo1n window, workers were rap­

idly removing a section of the new Beis Medrash's 

roof that required repair. Sensing that most of 

our attentio11 was focused outside the classroom, 

he used the opportunity to impart a lesson. On 

Septe111ber 11, 2001, as 1 stood on the roof of my 

office watching the collapse of the Twin Towers, 

I could clearly recall his raspy voice of some eigh­

teen years earlier saying "Look how 111uch easier 

and quicker it is to tear something down then to 

build it from new." Though this concept was lost 

on a fourteen year old, all those years later it was 

crystal clear what his meaning was. 

-He made a point of keeping up with us through 

out our years in Yeshiva, often times inquiring 

about personal rnatters several years after they 

-had occurred. Personally, I am particularly grate 

l1e gave me when 1 was leaving חיזוקful for the 

Yeshiva. He insisted that 1 take advantage of the 

that 1 would have in שטייגunique opportunities to 

-Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. While it was a rather sim 

ple idea for a talmid in Torah Vodaas at that tin1e 

1 have always זצ"ל,with Rav Pam שייכותto seek a 

for having spurred me חיזוקcredited Reb Shin1on's 

with Rav Pam in the קשרon to develop a close 

... to learn by him זוכהtwo years I was 

דוב!ממעשה ...לה?נמירמהיכא

 I was not inuch past myמצדהבר onחודשראש

a swelteri11g day in early August ג.תשמ",אלול

when my father drove me to Philadelphia for the 

There was no way my 1nind .זמןstart of i11y first 

could really grasp what he n1eant when he sat me 

-down in the dining room in "63" and before leav 

ing warned me that Yeshiva was "not merely an 

extended version of sleep-away camp". Before long 

1 was being flooded witl1 concepts that were far 

beyond anything I had ever heard of. The most all 

Somehow this זמן!אלולencompassing one being 

i1ovel phrase permeated tl1e whole at1nosphere of 

What is that? (lt actually ???סדרמוסר. the Yeshiva 

,~ took me a couple of years to get that one.) Wai 

now l'n1 supposed to learn 7:15 to 8:00 and from 

10:00 until 11:00? What exactly is the qefinition 

of the word "UNOFFICIAL" anyway? All of this 

even began. Tl1at's when it got חוללימודיbefore 

really interesting! FOUR PERIODS! ! What do 

you mean homework? As far as I could tell I wasn't 

going home! Well, my father was certainly right 

. about that one 

While such a transition was traun1atic, the man 

who understood better then a11yone what we were 

With his unique .לזצ"facing was Reb Shi1non 

ble11d of warmth and discipline he eased our entry 

into the Yesl1iva world. His sayings are the stuff of 

legend. To tl1is day when ever I a111 ternpted to do 

sornething halfway or not give a complete effort, I 

: hear him saying 

 !ארבעטהאלבעראמעןווייזטנערא
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 !דובממעשה ... ?להנמיריבאמה

In response to some mischief during Physics in 

twelfth grade, l received what at the time seemed 

to be the mother of all punishments. Word came 

from on high that I 1nust relate my little escapade 

As I stood in line ש.ליט"אin all its detail to R' Elya 

 nervously waiting for theישיבהראש afterש,חרית

1 endured the good natured ribbing of the older 

bachurim. One after another they asked what 

שררערקייט I was waiting to discuss with theראש

from his shtender םפרAs R' Elya pulled a זשיבח

my buddies and co-conspirators gathered in the 

. to witness the scene unfold מדרשביתback of the 

 They wondered what deepםפרמוםר theישיבהראש

and חרמשhad opened. He had actually taken out a 

Every year רש"יארןחרמשפסוקאלערנען."לאמיר" : said 

of his gentle ניגוןI can still hear the יתרופרשתשבת

 reproach as he read 1ne tl1e lastרש"י in theפרשה:

שאיזחללואבניםרמהק"ןדבריםרי."וח

תורהאמרחבזיונןעללהקפידדעתלחם

מנהגבחםתנהגלאצררךבחםוישהואיל

עלומקפידיוצרךבדמותשחראחבירך ,בזיון

וכמה."כמהאחתעלכזיונו

The Rosh Hayeshiva then finished by saying: 

 ,איזטיטשעראוראםניטודייםאיך"

 //!רעאיזשטייזאווימעראבער

In tenth grade I had the "privilege" of being 

directly down the aisle מדרשביתseated in the 

 and in clear view ofשליט"אשמואלר'. Oneמוצאי

-I came out of a rev מעריבtowards the end of שכת

speaking with Doniel ישיבהראשerie to notice the 

Goldstein who sat right in front of him. As Oanny 

made his way down the aisle towards me I looked 

smiling broadly at ישיבהראשpast him to see the 

me. Da11ny stopped at my seat an sin1ply said, "The 

"! says maybe you should start davening ישיבהראש

Now, there is no 1nore simple concept - and none 

more difficult to accomplish - then davening with 

Yet, there are times that I still see that smile כרונה.

when my mind wanders during davening, bringing 

." my focus back to where it belongs 
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in Yeshiva was for the gabbai to sell the מנהגThe 

on Puri1n, the proceeds of these sales goi11g עליות

 to.ת"ת One year R' Elyaשליט"א bid two timesח"י

By merely submitting a bid כינור.for a particular 

, he effectively ended the bidding. After davening 

he asked the gabbai to come upstairs to his office 

1 was ת"ת.so that he could give him a check for 

standing nearby when the gabbai returned with 

an amazed look on his face. He related that the 

. had written a check for fifty dollars ישיבהראש

After being re1ninded that his final bid had been 

simply responded ישיבהראשthirty six dollars, the 

". but 1 had in mind to go up to fifty " 

Throughout the ensuing years when I have 

been tempted to deal with subordi11ates in the 

-workplace and elsewhere in a heavy handed man 

ner, perhaps subconsciously feeling that these 

individuals were not worthy of being treated like 

s voice loud and ישיבה'ראשn1entchen, I hear the 

 clear-ער!איזשטייזאווימער

There was another part of the lesson 1 learned 

that day. Not always is the in depth method the 

best way to teach a lesson. Sometimes something 

is equally effective in bringing רש"יas "sin1ple" as a 

. out all the nuances of a lesson 

דוב!ממעשה ...לה?נמירמהיכא
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1 have n1any n1emories of the period during and 

ain סafter the fire which destroyed the Yesl1iva's r 

uel סbuilding. How can a11yo11e forget Reb Sh1 

running through tl1e burning building שליט"א

checking to i11ake sure that it was co111pletely 

vacated? Or the tears strean1ing down Reb Elya 

s face as he stood motionless staring at the יט"א'של

flames leaping skyward? Although the already 

tight living conditions got tighter - and even 

more so when "forty" was torn down to begin 

-construction of the new dormitory - all of us ral 

. lied around one another to make the best of it 

We even allowed freshies to tread the hallowed ( 

ground of "forty" for one night.) Yet one memory 

n1ore then others ren1ai11s as clear as if 1 have just 

seen it. The morning after the fire, at the end 

Reb Shn1uel walked deliberately to the שחריתof 

front of tl1e bais medrash. While he made some 

This year marks the eighth year 1 have been 

privileged to serve as the Yeshiva's ]ournal 

Chairman. 011e of the tasks that often falls to 

 me is letter writi11g. On one occassion theראש

-determined that the source of one poten ישיבה

tially large donation was not up to his exacting 

standards. 1 was awarded the uncomfortable task 

of composing the letter that accompanied the 

return of a substantial payn1ent that had already 

s objectio11 later 'ישיבהראשbeen made. That the 

proved well founded, is irrelevant. Wl1at is 

 i1ס portant is the lesson ofזהירות inממונותניני.ע

is באמונה?ונתתנשאתEveryone is well aware tl1at 

one of the first questions we will l1ave to answer 

.... Yet again ועשריםמאהאחר.ל

דוב!ממעשה ...לה?נמירמהיכא
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of what the חשכוזstress, he had already made a 

was demanding from us. ln our years עולםשלרנונו

since leaving Yeshiva we have all, to one degree or 

as a ':hלארשי כa11other, faced adversity. ln recent times 

has faced tremendous adversity, and even in ציבור

there מאמיניםכנימאמיניםto us ,מצביםthe bleakest 

-then believing that פשוטהאמונהis no simpler 

and that He חשבוןhas a ע"רבשvisible or not - the 

is demandi11g something of us. Personally, when I 

I hearken back to the ענין,in this חיזוקneed a little 

ישיבהראש ' s remarkable ability to make thisחשבון

at what was one of his own darkest hours. 

anticipated announcements as to the schedule 

an.d other pertinent ite1ns, his voice trembled as 

see1ningly out of the blue he made the following 

declaration: 

אזר,יסתםישיבהאאיןניטקומטפייערא

ישיבהאאיזקומטפייעראאזוויםעןמרזמען

וראםישיבהאאיןזאכעןפאראןם'איזודייל

 .דארטניטכאלאנגען

had certainly not slept that night ישיבהראשThe 

as he atte11ded to the the myriad of arrangements 

that needed to be made. Yet, the very nature of 

this remark clearly indicated that a great deal of 

thought was put into it. At a time of unimaginable 

 !דובממעשה ... ?להגמיריבאמה

Tn ese anecdotes are merely representative of many otners 
. over tne /ast fifty years תלמידיםexperienced by tnousands of 

tnat all of us still nave to our Yesniva שייכותTnis, tnen, is tne 
years . We may be many years removed and we may not see 

-is tne product of tne teacn "ילךהלך" it openly, but our wnole 
ings of our Rebbeim . And finally tnis is tne explanation, after 

! years of seasoning, of - l AM A PHILLY GUY 
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~ crowded around tfie wooden table on Grafiam Street. !t was a very fiot 

~~abbos afternoon in the middle of Tamuz. There was absolute silence in 
the room. Everyone stood, bent over in rapt attention not to miss a single 
word . The Rosh HaYeshiva began: 

"! was thinking of a possible eitzah to be mekarev to our simp/e minds, to 
be me~orer our simple hearts, to have some feeling of aveilus , to miss the 
beis hamikdash. 
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Reb Elchonon ! Imagine if you were to 
see Reb Elchonon ! Imagine /earning 

in Baranovich! The Mikdash Dovid 
as Rosh Hayeshiva, Rav Yakov Yisroel 

 at hand, and Reb Elchononבראשם.
The olam here wasn't zoche to see Reb 

don't think it ו. was וElchonon, but 
was possible to know Reb Elchonon 
and not to have Yiras Shomayim. The 

of all midos tovosמקומוממלא . The שר

of the Chofetz Chaim! Reb Elchonon 
אלייזיראהגעוועזאיז !
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If we would merit the ability to learn Torah in those koslei beis Hamidrash 
- saturated with kedushas Hatorah u'midos tovos, how much aliyah 
would we be able to attain???? 

Then after setting our minds and being Misbonen so, try to continue 
that gefil by going back in time . lmagine Kelm ". Slobodka at its great­
est glory ". Go further back and imagine Volozhin! Lithuania was quite 
small on the map of the world yet possesed so much Torah and so much 

Kedusha. 

Since the churban Habayis, Hashem has nothing but the daled amos of 
halacha. Maybe this way we could try to develop some small hasaga in 

what it would mean to be within the Koslei Beis HaMikdash itself and to 
understand to some extent what we are missing." 

We were no more in a packed and hot room. We were completely trans­

ported. We were in the Koslei Bais HaMedrash of Baranovitch . 

-cme Kavod-HaTorah atmosphere was tangible. The illus 

ous Mechotonim sat on both sides of the Choson. Two ש
world reknown Roshei Yeshiva; both Talmidim Muvhakim 
of the revered Gadol Hador Rav Aharon Kotler, zt" 1 came 
together b' kishrei shiduchim. Can there be a better davar 

? na-eh u'miskabel 

s turn to speak, Hagaon R' Yitzchok הבלה'אביlt was the 
. Feigelstock, Rosh Yeshiva of Long Beach 

"When we sat down to plan our Yeshiva , we knew where 
to look for the road towards Hatzlacha . Each step of the 
way, in many difficult areas, we always ended up saying 
'Let's see how Philadelphia did it.' Here in America, we 
have an eim HaYeshivos - Philadelphia." 
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RAV ELYA WITH HIS MECHUTAN RAV YITZCHOK FEIGELSTOCK AT THE 

PHILADELPHIA YESHIVA SHEVA BROCHOS OF THEIR CHILDREN RABBI AND MRS . 

AHARON SHLOMO SVEI . 

ln Yeshiva, we always felt we were standing 

We strongly believed we were מתאהור.מקby the 

wit11essing daily lives of emes. When we were 

we knew there was no בהתלנואשרהדרךזהtold 

-other. We knew that as long as we'll live accord 

ing to the life rules outlined by their lives and 

words, we cannot go wrong. The conviction that 

ema11ated from the Rosl1ei Hayeshiva that their 

words were clearly coming from their illustrious 

Rebbeim gave us the feeling that a cord was 

being connected from our hearts to the gedolim 

~at makes the Philadelphia Yeshiva the eim 

~eshivos? What are the underlying currents 

that run through the Yeshiva that made it the 

role model for so n1any n1osdos Ha Torah? 

Although it is obviou~ly beyond iny capacity to 

share with סaddress these questions, allow ine t 

you some of the ideals and feelings that 1 felt 

when 1 was zoche to invest my for1native years 

in yeshiva. 
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yetzer hara, as well as the worldly ideas of success 

that unfortunately pern1eate even the Yiddishe 

world was completely unn1asked. 

that we were always drinking נעפילThis clear 

two totally סbrought us t האמתמקורfrom the 

different realizations. Emes brings with itself two 

diametrical follow ups. They are responsibility 

 and joy. Anyone sure he has merited a face tס

 face meeting with emes is sure to be thrown intס

. a double-lane highway of joy and responsibility 

 of the previous generations ... back untilתורהמתן

The greatest .הגבורהמפיwhen we all heard T orah 

watch people סinspiration a talmid can have is t 

whose days and nights are steeped both in the 

yet still ,והפרטהכללבצרותdepth of the sugyos and 

walk around with the sense of responsibility that 

do. We saw and were סthere is still so much left t 

, tefila בתורהןגיעהtaught the true definitions of 

derech eretz and mussar. We always felt that only 

here would the crystal clear view of Torah be 

told and experienced. The falsehood of our own 
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is to follow blindly. ln Yeshiva, the concept of 

 kavod haTorah was translated intoלתורה.הכנעה

This compound of kavod haTorah together with 

the incredible seder the yeshiva possesses, brings 

. such continuous hatzlacha - kain yirbu 

We הכנעה.lt wasn't just that we were told about 

were privileged to witness the respect which the 

 Roshei Hayeshiva have for theהדורזקני.

Morover, true respect for Hashem's Torah can 

properly be acquired through actual learning 

itself. ln Y eshiva we expeienced the thunder and 

ligl1tning of T orah. Througl1 the shiurim, we were 

jolted by tl1e elictricity hiding even in a single 

word of Rashi; in one letter of the Ran1bam! 

By delving deeply into the ocea11 of Toral1, one 

develops true reverence towards the T orah. 

At a n1eeting of mechanchim, one mechanech 

asked "The talmidos in Bais Y aakovs are being 

taught the highest levels of hashkafa. What will 

be when they marry bochurim who don't have any 

hashkafa? They only know about Teshuvos Rebbi 

Akiva Eiger." 

lf l may, l would venture to answer. First of all, 

no bochur in Philadelphia Y eshiva could ever go 

through this yeshiva without all the vibra11t seeds 

of haskafas haTorah planted in him. Seco11dly, in 

yeshiva, we knew that only through toiling many 

O ne whose life is but a pursuit of affluence will 

prQbably feel a great sense of pride if he were to 

win a multi-million dollar lottery. So too, one 

who is give11 a thirst for emes, when he is then 

granted some contact with emes he feels as for­

tunate as possible. This pride comes along with a 

, great sense of achrayus. He, more than anyone 

knows how far his actual lifestyle is from the emes 

 and therefore how great a task the essence ofעול

. really is החיים

People ask how the yesl1iva enjoys such a large 

chelek of talmidim remaining so attached to the 

Roshei Hayeshiva even after leaving yeshiva. The 

answer is si111ply because the Roshei Hayeshiva 

created talmidim. 

The systematic order of the yeshiva is incred­

ible . People come back to visit 30-40-50! years 

later and feel like nothing changed, as if the air 

they breathed is still there. This comes from the 

phenomenal seder that exists. The force that keeps 

this, is the constant reminder that we are tal1ni­

din1. W e were taught the hanhala knows wrong 

from right. lf we want to grow, we have to put 

ourselves con1pletely in the hands of the .yeshiva. 

The most intelligent way, the inost successful way 

and the only way allowed in this makom kadosh. 
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RAV SHOLOM AND RAV SHMUEL 

with our hanhala, we always felt at the very sa1ne 

d attach1nent. These last ןtime, both reverance a1 

. and are strengtl1ened n1any years thereafter 

One of the most common the1nes of the divrei 

Torah heard by all, high school and beis medrash 

, alike, at seuda shlishis by the Rosh Ha Yeshiva 

inking ןRav Shmuel, shlita was being a mentch, tl 

about someone else, what they need, what they're 

is fellow bochur before [ןow one can put [ן, missing 

imself, etc. l t would be i1npossible to go through [ן

e words ןd not have tl ןeven one year in Yeshiva a1 

. echoing in your head "צווייטעראוועגעזטראכטעז" 

RAV CHAIM 0ZER WITH RAV URI 

years in Teshuvos Rebbi A kiva Eiger can one attain 

ut true סall the views of hashkafas haTorah. With 

actual dedication to Torah, it is impossible to 

. properly see the world through the Torah's view 

The relationship the talmidim acquired with 

our hanhala is very similar to our conduct with 

a sefer Torah. Although we touch the Sefer 

we also rise ,אהבהTorah with affection showing 

when the sefer Torah comes towards us, showing 

reverence. ln the physical world where there is 

d when there ןcloseness, the reverence subsides a1 

is true awe, there is no room for closeness. The 

tells us that with Hashem Yisborach (ואתחנן)ספרי

, go together. So to יראהand אהבהit isn't so. The 
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but this was our home. This is why it's i1npos­

sible to remove Philadelphia Y eshiva from their 

talmidim. Since it was internalized, it was there-

fore eternalized. What we call home remains 

in our bloodstream. One person bifrat of the 

 hanhala particularly adds so much to this;נעפיל

, the mashgiach HaRav Avrohom Golombeck 

cares, notices and treats any גדולארםshlita. This 

small change in both the ruchniyus and physical 

lifestyle of every bochur. For this, it is impossible 

to properly thank, because all the Torah v'yiras 

shamayim acquired will only last for generations 

because we felt at home. 

The greatest job and the foremost goal of any 

rebbi is obviously giving over a clarity and thirst 

for limud haTorah. lt doesn't stop to amaze me 

how Hashem Yisborach arranged each Rebbi 

in קנייטשafter the next to add his particular 

aliya b'Torah. There are no words to adequately 

express the hakaros hatov we owe, each and every 

. member of the hanhala individually 

Above all, in order to eternalize any lesson it 

inust be taught in a way where the talmid feels 

co1nfortably at home with the rebbi and issue 

being taught. In Philly, we felt at ho1ne. We 

visited our parents numerous times each year, 

Tfie eim fiaYesfiivos is in essence tfie eim fiaTalmidim too. Every Yid wfio learns 

Torafi steadily is transformed into a ben Torafi. Tfiis makom torafi is our eim and 

we are fier cfiildren. 

Tfie Rosfi HaYesfiiva, Reb Elya, sfilita told us to illustrate in tfie inner cfiambers 

of our minds, tfie illustrious yesfiivos of yore. By doing so, our imagery to properly 

feel wfiat it means to be bkoslei beis fiaMikdasfi will be enfianced. Tfie first one on 

fiis list was Baranovicfi . 

If we may add one more name to tfiat great list, just for us witfi our unfortunate 

limitations to gain some perspective in wfiat koslei bais fiamedrasfi mean, to fielp 

it migfit be by .. ר'ביתבחצרותus go back in time .. . from Yesfiiva to Yesfiiva ... until 

. being misbonen into tfie walls of Pfiiladelpfiia Yesfiiva 
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IN ADDITION T O THOSE ALR EADY MENTIONED THROUGHOUT THE BOOK, 

THESE INDIVIDUALS HAVE TAKEN PART IN THIS MONUMENTAL PROJEGT. 

THEIR GONTRIBUTIONS ARE GREAT LY APPREGIATED. 

HORAV MEIR SIMCHA BAKST 

TELIS וRABBI MOISHE YESHAYA G 

RABBI CHAIM PECHTER 

RABBI NECHEMIA ROCKOVE 

RABBI MENACHEM KING 

RABBI YOSEF LIPSHUTZ 

RABBIAVROHOM MANDELBAUM 

RABBI DOVID ELIAS 

RABBI LEVOVITZ 

RABBI PINCHOS LIPSHUTZ 

MR. & MRS. MORDECHAI MINTZ 

RABBI DOVID MULGHEY 

RABBI MENDEL NOJOVITS 

MR. & MRS. LAVIE PEKER 

R ' AHARON POLLACK 

RABBI SHAYA PORTNOY 

RABBI ELIYAHU ROMAN 

ROTBERG וzv זRABBI 

MR . ARTHUR SCHAEFER 

R ' OSHER SCHONKOPF 

R ' REFOEL STEFANSKY 

R ' MENACHEM MENDEL STEINBERG 

R ' YANKEL STERN 

o ARYEH STERN וR ' Dov 

A . BARRY WEINTRAUB 

RABBI YITZCHOK WENGER 

LLROTH וR ' YITZCHOK W 

SHLOIME ZELDES 

R ' YITZCHOK AMSEL 

MR. & MRS. MENDEL BEER 

TZCHOK BEIGELISEN וR ' Y 

RABBI AVROHOM CHAIM 8URSZTYN 

R ' YERUCHEM FENSTERHEIM 

NKEL וRABBI GAVRIEL F 

R ' AVROHOM GARFINKEL 

R' YANKI GELLIS 

RABBI MENDEL GOLDBERG 

R' DONIEL GOLDSTEIN 

GOLDSTEIN וTzv 

AVRUMI HOLLANDER 

RABBI HILLEL Y . JAKABOVITS 

KAISER וRABBI Nuss 

RABBI YOSEF CHAIM KARMEL 

R ' CHANINA KATZ 

RABBI & MRS . KATZMAN 

RABBI SHAYEH KOHN 

RABBI MOSHE KOLODNY 
) S R O EL וAR C HIVES O F AGUDAS Y ( 

R ' BENZION KUSHNER 

0 UR S INGERE APOLOGIES TO ANYONE WHOSE NAME HAS BEEN 

INADVERTENTLY OMITTED . PLEASE AGGEPT OUR S INGERE 

APOLOGIES AND OUR DEEPEST APPREGIATION. 

RABBI SH I MON MILLER RABBI MICHEL STERN 

FOR PERMITTING THE USE OF RARE PHOTOS FOR PERMITTING THE USE OF RARE PHOTOS 

FROM HIS BOOK ABOUT FROM HIS BOOK ABOUT HIS FATHER 

SSEL BROD I E Z T ' L וRAV SIMCHA Z THE MASHGIACH OF KAMINETZ ZT ' L 
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, ADDIT ION TO THOSE ALREADY MENTIONED אl 
THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN A PART OF THE PRODUGTION 

. OF THIS GOMMEMORATIVE EDIT ION 

. T HE IR GO NTRIBUTIONS ARE GREATLY APPREGIATED 

RABBI MOSHE ROCKOVE 

RABBI DONIEL HIRSCH 

PREIL וRABBI YAAKOV Tzv 

RABBI YANKEL WENGER 

LURI וAv 

MRS . YAEL KANNER 

MRS . GOLDA SOLOW 

MRS . FEURST 

NA PEKER וMRS . D 

OSTREICHER וYoss 

CHAIM GROSS 

BRACH וYoss 
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