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I Foreword

i ! he finished product you hold in your hand is the result of many individuals’ cumulative time

effort. First and foremost, as with all Yeshiva of Philadelphia’s projects, the inspiration and

guidance come from the N'OSD nTn ToNT. May this commemorative journal serve as a
DD 0o TP and a T I for the MaYer YO,

Producing a masterpiece such as this requires one individual to plan, direct and carry it out.
From its planning stage to its final completion, from compiling articles to layout and design, Rabbi
Pinchas Lando shouldered the responsibility of producing this work. It bears his imprint in so many
ways.

Rav Sholom Kamenetsky and Rav Yehudah Svei also contributed to the completion of this book.
Their input, suggestions and expertise were invaluable, and they deserve our great appreciation.

The staff of Artech, and Boruch Mordechai Wenger in particular, worked miracles. Their ability
to synthesize so many ideas and concepts into the beautiful designs before you is nothing short of
remarkable. May they go 519X 53 and be 1= to publish many more works of such stature.

The bulk of the writing that appears in this journal is the work of Rabbi Shaul Dov Miller. It is an
eloquent expression of his professionalism and incisive understanding. RrP»1RY Tm1 1113 L™,

We hope that you and your family will enjoy reading this historic document as much as we en-

joyed preparing it — and that you will cherish the memories and inspiration therein for many years
to come.

Yossi Stern
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The seeds of Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia were

planted years ago in the small town of Kletzk, home

of the revered sage, Moreinu Rav Aharon Kotler zt"!.
When the fires of hate raged through
Europe during WW.II, Rav Aharon was forced to flee, and

his beloved Yeshiva was destroyed.

Upon his arrival in America, he was determined to rebuild

- what was lost. With his fiery resolve, he established Torah in

- America, refusing to compromise in a "new World".

He started a yeshiva in Lakewood, which produced a

new generation of Torah leaders. In this setting, the

Above: Morienu HaGaon
Harav Aharon Kotler zt”l in
Kletsk, c. 1922. Middle: Rav

Aharonzt”l in the 1930’s.

Bottom: Rav Aharon zt'l
1950’s §

Roshei Yeshiva of Philadelphia spent their formative

years, absorbing fully the message of their rebbe.



v Aharon zt'l following a shiur in Philadelphia Yeshiva - 1961




It is rare indeed for a yeshiva to have the exceptional
fortune to be led by two such revered gedolim as our
Roshei Hayeshiva. Perhaps the greatest impetus for talmidim's growth is the recog-
\itt‘obn of heights to strive for. While teenagers can hardly attempt to fathom their
¥ bshéi Hayeshiva's gadlus, they do intuitively sense it, and it imbues them with a

f mission and shteiging.

osh Hayeshiva contributes his own unique approach, life instruction and
mality, the confluence of input is one that has been of unparalleled value
and alumni as well. The Roshei Hayeshiva's own legendary interaction

een a lesson unto itself.
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Often, pivotal events in history are not recognized as such until much later,
when their significance becomes apparent in retrospect. One could certainly
apply this observation to the inauspicious beginnings of the Talmudical Yeshiva

of Philadelphia.

In order to appreciate the unlikely founding and early years of the Yeshiva’s
existence, it is necessary to understand Philadelphia Jewry of the 1950’s, as
well as the challenges that were faced by the Torah world at large. Philadelphia
had been the cradle of the Conservative movement in America since the early
1900’s, and was still the epicenter of that movement’s activity by the 1950’s.
While there was a nominal presence of authentic Torah Jews as well, they
were vastly outnumbered by their less observant but substantially more afflu-
ent brethren. Moreover, the Conservative movement had quite successfully
blurred the crucial distinctions between itself and Orthodoxy, and presented a
glamorous picture of Judaism infused with modernity. Sadly, many of the less

educated among Orthodoxy’s ranks fell prey to this deception.




All of which did not logically point to
Philadelphia as a likely location to found a
yeshiva. In fact, when a different yeshiva
entertained the possibility of relocating
to Philadelphia, a local Rav practically

forbade them to do so.

Rav Moshe Lipshutz was the Rav of
K’hal Machzikei Hadas on Sixth Street in
Philadelphia. A warm and vibrant rav of
the classic chassidishe mold, Rav Lipshutz
felt that a Bais Medrash level yeshiva
should be established in Philadelphia to
serve as a mokom Torah and a rallying

point for bnei Torah. It is not surprising

that when Rav Lipshutz began actively
soliciting for qualified Roshei Yeshiva
the response was skeptical. Anyone
familiar with the city’s religious climate
considered his quest unrealistic at best.
Rav Lipshutz, undeterred, continued his
search, becoming a frequent visitor at

Beth Medrash Govoha of Lakewood.

It was the legendary Rav Nosson
Wachtfogel zt’l, mashgiach of BMG who
took Rav Lipshutz’ request seriously.
Rav Nosson was ever on the lookout for
opportunities to expand the horizons of

Torah in America, and he was not daunt-

P




ed by whatiothers perceived as
insurmountable obstacles. Thus,
it was he, along with R’ Meir
Mintz zt'l, who suggested Rav
Shmuel Kamanetsky for the posi-

tion of Rosh HaYeshiva.

Not all the parties involved
were of like mind. Rav Lipshutz
was interested in opening a Bais
HaMedrash, whereas Rav Nosson
and Rav Shmuel felt that a high
school was most crucial for Philadelphia’s

youth in order for authentic Torah Judaism

to take root and thrive.




HARAV BHOLOM SCHNEIDERMAN ZT'L

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY

HARAV YAAKOV KAMENETSKY ZT’L AND HARAV NAFTALI RIFF ZT’L

ARRIVE AT YESHIVA FOR A BRIS.

In fact, a yeshiva high school actually
had been opened some time earlier, but its
existence was short-lived. Rabbi Sholom
Shneiderman, a talmid of the RaShaB,
was the Rav of Khal Dorshei Shalom
in Philadelphia. He was very involved
in the struggle to advance chinuch in
Philadelphia, and although the high school
he had opened did not survive, he was very
instrumental in the eventual opening of the

Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia.

The decision was reached to open a
pilot Bais Medrash level class that would
serve as the nucleus around which a high
school would subsequently be formed.
However, in order to aci:omplish this, it
would be necessary to enlist the assistance
of locall rabbonim, ,who’se endorsement
would hopefully convince wary

wary ba’alei

batim to embrace the new yeshiva. To
this end, Rav Nosson and Rav Meir Mintz
worked tirelessly, campaigning and gar-
nering both moral and monetary support,
laying the necessary groundwork for the
yeshiva to flourish. In a short time, many
local rabbonim were galvanized into action,
and became strong advocates of the
Yeshiva’s mission. It is interesting to note
the famed Rov of Camden, HoRav Naftali
Riff zt’l, also rallied to the yeshiva’s cause
although his kehilla did not directly benefit
from its founding.

It should be noted that kthere were
a number of ba’alei batim and lay lead-

ers who were also active on behaIf of the
yeshlva Among these were Mr Nathan
: shwa‘ fll’St preSIdent Mr.
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A talmid of the Rashab, Rav Sholom Schneiderman zt'| was determined to improve the yiddishkeit of the Strawberry
Mansion community. In what was considered a very bold move, he established Yeshiva Ohel Moishe, the only talmud
torah that had a dormitory to shelter young minds from the elements of society, as they progress in Torah. Unfortunate-

ly, those efforts did not bear fruit, and the yeshiva was forced to close its doors. When the idea surfaced of establishing

this yeshiva, he embraced the project by offering his building as the Yeshiva's first home. It should be noted that this was
done covertly lest they raise the ire of the Yeshiva's powerful opponents. En route to a meeting for what was to become
our Yeshiva, Rav Sholom was tragically struck by a car. Rav Sholom and his Rebbetzin Charna 7"s who toiled for Torah

and for the klal were not blessed with children of their own. Their legacy lives on in the Yeshiva and its talmidim.
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of the board, and Mr. Edward Gornish. The It was Rav Sholom Shneiderman who
important behind-the-scenes work of these took care of the basic necessity of a build-
and other individuals was fundamental to ing. With his connections at the local
the Yeshiva’s success. Talmud Torah, he procured the use of a
building in the Strawberry Mansion area
Meanwhile, it became clear that the
monumental task of opening and success-
fully conducting a yeshiva was not a job for
one individual. Rav Shmuel chose Rav Dov
Schwartzmann, who was then delivering
chaburos at Mesivta Rabbi Chaim Berlin,
to be his shutaf. Rav Hutner zt’l, the Rosh
HaYeshiva, reluctantly consented to Rav
Dov’s departure.

RAV HUTNER ZT’L CAME TO YESHIVA TO
ATTEND THE BRIS OF RAV ZEV’S SON,
THE FUTURE RAV AVROHOM YITZCHOK

HOBERMAN, - NINTH GRADE REBBE.
BOTTOM: RAV SHMUEL
WITH RAV ZEV .
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that was not being used at the time. The
building served the multiple functions of
Bais Hamedrash, dormitory, kitchen and
dining room. And so it was, on Chanukah
5714, December 1953, that nine
bochurim harking from various mesivtos
in New York, convened in the old build-
ing for their first ZZman at the Talmudical

Yeshiva of Philadelphia.

In September of 1955, when the

fledgling Bais Hamedrash was a almost
two years old, the pilot ninth grade class
of the Talmudical Yeshiva began. Carefully
selecting from the elite cadres of BMG’s
scholars, the roshei yeshivah chose
Rav Zev Hoberman to inaugurate the
high school. Although the first class did
include a number of local Philadelphians,
the majority of boys came from New York
and elsewhere. Indeed, it is interesting to
note, that the yeshiva which was initially
intended primarily to service the host
community, has had a great impact on
the broader Orthodox world. While there
has always been a noticeable presence

of Philadelphians in the high school, the




lion’s share of the student body has been

from other areas.

It must be realized that although a small
number of yeshiva high-schools with dormi-
tories did exist at the time, the concept was
somewhat of a novelty. Indeed, any high
school which put such an emphasis on the
primacy of Torah lishmah - for its own
sake — was not at all in consonance with
the prevailing attitude of the time, which

reflected a pursuit of The American Dream.

One of the cornerstones of the yeshiva’s
philosophy was the absolute, unequivo-
cal approach towards the quality and the
centrality of the limudei kodesh program.
Although many parents’ primary concern
was their child’s secular education, which
the yeshiva provided, the yeshiva’s goal
and mission statement remained clear. The
gemorah would be studied in depth at a
high level of scholarship, so that talmidei
chachomim of the highest caliber would

develop.

In order to accommodate the yeshiva’s additional enrollment, and with an eye towards
the anticipated continued growth, the yeshiva in 1955 purchased a building at 6040 Drexel

Rd. The building served as Bais hamedrash, dining area, kitchen, and partial dormitory
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facility. An additional dormitory site was

rented on nearby Woodbine Avenue.

Things seemed to be developing nicely
for the nascent Yeshiva, as the following
year saw the addition of another class.
The yeshiva was earning a reputation for
excellence, and was beginning to gain the

confidence of potential applicants.

And then, an unanticipated crisis
occurred. Due to personal reasons, Rav Dov
found it necessary to leave Philadelphia.
As the yeshiva was still in its gestation
period, this event could have had devastat-
ing repercussions. However, in late 1956,
Rav Elya Svei, a talmid of Lakewood who

had been delivering chaburos in the Mirrer
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Yeshiva, assumed the vacant position of
Rosh Hayeshiva. Rav Shmuel and Rav
Elya had been childhood acquaintances
in Europe, where their fathers had stud-
ied in Slabodka, and had enjoyed a very
close relationship throughout the years.
They learned together as chavrusos in

Bais Medrash Govoha.

Several bochurim came from
Lakewood at this juncture, in order to
lend chizuk to the bais hamedrash dur-

ing the transition period. One of these

S T N N

S

was a young Uri Mandelbaum, who would
eventually become a member of the han-

halah.

With abundant siyata d’shmaya, the
yeshiva continued to thrive uninterrupt-
edly. By 1958, the high school was com-
plete. The ninth grade shiur was given by
Rav Uri Mandelbaum, the tenth by Rav
Moshe Eisemann, the eleventh grade
rebbe was Rav Leib Taub, and Rav Zev

Hoberman taught the twelfth grade.
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The yeshiva’s growth was not only discern-
ible in numbers but in the type of bochurim
who now sought to be accepted. Whereas
initially the Roshei Yeshivah would canvass
other schools or summer camps trying to find
bochurim whose latent talents had not yet
blossomed, the yeshiva had now, in those few
years achieved renown for uncompromised
excellence in learning. Bochurim who aspired
to develop into true bnei Torah recognized the
Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia as a unique

opportunity to do so.




Significantly, from its very inception
the yeshiva also placed great emphasis
on the refining of middos and the study of
mussar. Indeed, the daily mussar seder is

seen as a crucial element of the yeshiva’s

success in the molding of b’nei torah who

are clearly identifiable as Philadephia talmi-
dim. Periodic shmuessen by the Roshei
Hayeshiva, and later by the Mashgiach,
Rav Avrohom Golombek, are basic staples
of the complete chinuch that the yeshiva

espouses.

Beyond the textual study of mus-
sar, there is perhaps an element that
has played an even more central role
in producing this special brand of bnei
Torah. For it is ultimately the subtle,
subliminal influence of role models that
forms the backbone of character devel-

opment and life’s views. As bochurim
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witness the constant striving for

growth and improvement displayed
by the Roshei Hayeshiva, this ideal
becomes incorporated into their
own mindset: don’t stagnate in life.
Always continue shteiging, both in

learning and in personal growth.

Similarly the ultimacy of k’vod
shomayim as the absolute value
in rendering many life and tzibur
decisions, is one that has been well
absorbed. As personal concerns,
even apparent spiritual gains, are
considered by the Roshei Hayeshiva
only iin light of the ulimate resultant
Honor of Hashem, bochurim observe

and emulate.

To accommodate some local
bochurim whose background in

Gemara was less extensive, the



yesh\iilya at this stage kbegan engaging the
services of an édditional ninth grade rebbe,
to teach a parallel class. This helped the
weaker boys gradually mainstream with
their peers in the regular class. This, too,
was a reflection of a core component of the
yeshiva’s unwritten mission statement - to
assist each bochur in achieving his maxi-

mum potential, without compromising the

overall high caliber of learning.

In 1959, the yeshiva moved into the
recently purchased building at 6063 Drexel
Road, which served as a dormitory, bais
hamedrash, dining room and kitchen facility.
The campus was beneficially consolidated,
no longer requiring the use of the rented
Woodbine Avenue facility. The building at
6040 Drexel was now used exclusively as a
dormitory. In conjunction with the other-
wise low key chanukas habayis of the new
bais hamedrash, a momentous event took
place. The Rosh Hayeshiva of Lakewood,

Rav Aharon Kotler visited Philadelphia, and
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delivereli a shiur on Maseches Kiddushin,

making a strong impact on the bochurim.
The Rosh HaYeshiva zt'lI’s nachas from
the acoomplishments of his talmidim was

apparent.

At around this time, R’ Avrohom
Golombek, an alumnus of the yeshiva and
a talmid of HoRav Yechezkel Lewenstein,
the Ponovezher mashgiach, joined the
hanhalah. As the high school continued to
grow, it was necessary to employ a mash-

giach who would help guide bochurim

through various life situations as
well as instill a striving for yiras
shomayim and tikun hamidos in

the young charges.

Upon the passing of the yeshi-
va’s president, Mr. Ed Gornish, in 1962,
the post was filled by Mr. Erwin Weinberg.
Mr. Weinberg, like his predecessors, was
of invaluable assistance to the yeshiva’s
continued growth, and has been a con-

stant source of innovative leadership

throughout the years.
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In 1964, it was decided to add an addi-

tional shiur to the bais hamedrash, which
would be delivered by Rav Zev Hoberman.
Rav Yaakov Stefansky, a talmid of Bais
Medrash Govoha, assumed the tenth grade

position.

The 1960’s proved to be a time of great
social upheaval for America at large, and
for its youth in particular. College students

challenged their parents’ values and mor-

LMIDIM LEARN

als, openly flaunting their opposition and
disdain. In retrospect, this was the flash
point of the subsequent steady decay in
American society, its supposed ethics, and
inherent morality. Throughout this eruption
of moral confusion, the yeshiva remained a
bulwark, a veritable Teivas Noach, shielding
its talmidim from the negative influences of
society and fortifying them with the unwav-

ering confidence of hashkofas haTorah.
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In 1966, Rav Zev Hoberman left the
yeshiva, and it became necessary to find a
new bais hamedrash rebbe. In a departure
from precedent, the Roshei Yeshiva did not
select a Lakewood avreich, but chose Rav
Mendel Kaplan, a talmid of Baranovich and
Mir in Europe, who had taught for many
years in Skokie, Illinois. Rav Mendel intro-
duced a new dimension of mesorah from
Reb Elchonon Wasserman, Reb Yeruchum
Levovitz, Reb Shimon Shkop and other
European gedolim. It should be noted that

in general, although the yeshiva’s Rebbeim

often share somewhat similar backgrounds
in learning, they vary widely in the style
of shiur they deliver. Thus, talmidim are
exposed to a variety of analytical approach-
es and paces in their learning rather than

being limited to a specific mold.

Its great popularity notwithstanding,
the yeshiva generally maintained a care-
ful quota, not allowing oversized classes
which would compromise the success of
the talmidim. Nurturing individual growth

and helping each bochur reach his poten-
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tial has always been a basic tenet of
the yeshiva. Nonetheless, the addi-

tional bais hamedrash shiur along with
the trend of remaining in the higher
bais hamedrash shiur for several years,
increased the yeshiva’s numbers. To
accommodate this growth, the yeshiva
purchased a structure abutting the
main campus, at 6020 Overbrook
Avenue, which was used as additional

dormitory space.




In 1968, Rav Moshe Eisemann left Philadelphia to assume a position in Yeshiva
Ner Yisroel of Baltimore. The Roshei Hayeshiva selected Rav Yitzchok Perman, a

talmid of Ner Yisroel and Bais Medrash Elyon, to deliver the eleventh grade shiur.

Continued growth necessitated the move to a new bais hamedrash in 1969. An
adjacent building that had been included in the 6063 purchase had served until that
time as a gymnasium. It was now renovated to serve as a bais hamedrash, with the
first floor remodeled with shiur rooms and offices for the Roshei Hayeshiva.
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Kislev 1969. On a blustery Friday afternoon, students and some laymen

and gathered together for the humble dedication of the yeshiva’s new

residence. The event was not marked with much fanfare and publicity,

but attended by those who believed in its vision.

Enthusiastic and joyous dancing erupted, as the
energy filled the room. Clutching the siferi torah,

they excitedly brought them into their new home.

The Rosh HaYeshiva Rav Elya arose to address the
audience. His shuir delved into
the laws of the sanctity of a Bais
Haknesses. The shuir reminded
all those present that it was not
the exterior appearance and
décor which gives the meaning
to a place. True beauty derives
from how much one treats a

place with the proper respect.

Rav Elya continued with a
shmuess. He quoted a Medrash
that while the mishkan was
completed in the month of
Kislev, it was not inaugurated
until Nissan. It was Hashem’s desire to commence the
dwelling of his Shechina in the month of Yitzchak’s
Avinu’s birth. Because the opportunity to commence
the mishkan existed in Kislev and was passed over,
an obligation was incurred to repay that month.
Years later, this repayment came in the form of the

Chashmonim’s victory and immediate rededication of
the Beis Hamikdosh.

Rav Elya asked why was it of paramount importance
to have the mishkan inaugurated in the month of
Yitzchak’s birth. Additionally, if this reason still existed

in the future, how was it possible to repay Kislev.

The underlying message of the
Medrash, Elya,

was the requirement for “mesiras

explained Rav
nefesh”. In order for the Shechina
to dwell among man, one must have
Yitzchak embodied

this ideal, reaching its zenith at the

self sacrifice.

akeida. Nissan was his month, thus it
merited the Mishkan’s inauguration.
Kislev had no such hero, and was
passed over. Many years later, the
Chashmonaim  personified  this
same virtue, total sacrifice and pure
dedication. Hence, Kislev was repaid

with its own chanukas habais.

The Rosh HaYeshiva concluded by stating that the
Yeshiva is our vehicle to bring down Hashem’s Presence.
In order to accomplish this goal one must exhibit
mesiras nefesh. Staying to learn after the regular taxing
schedule of the yeshiva is one example of how this ideal

is realized.

This message has remained a constant part of the yeshiva's essence. One

can walk into the beis Medrash well into the night, with the sweet sounds of

learning tirelessly prevailing, only be reminded of the late hour by the clock.




In 1970, the ninth grade was divided into two parallel classes to provide
greater individual attention to students requiring more assistance in their learn-
ing, a practice that had been implemented as necessary throughout the years.
Rav Shimon Sturman, an alumnus of the yeshiva who had continued learning in

Lakewood, was hired to teach the additional ninth grade class.

Until this time, there was no official
menahel of the high school, and Rav
Shmuel had fulfilled that capacity along-
side his other numerous responsibilities.
When obligations from both within the

yeshiva and from the outside began to

increase, the necessity of a designated
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menahel became obvious. Rav Uri, who

had been a member of the hanhallah from
the yeshiva’s earliest years, assumed that
position in 1971, leaving Rav Shimon as

the regular ninth grade rebbe.

The 1970’s saw the yeshiva as a lead-

. SPEAKS AT A GRADUATION; TWO TALMIDIM -
ing force and pacesetter in the yeshiva DISCUSSING A SUGYA. -

; world, as emerging mosdos sought to
£ dupl‘ic‘a‘te its successes. The yeshiva’s mechanchim, rabbonim and askonim. As

- already glowing reputation was further such, it also became common knowledge

{ enhanced by the "growing ranks»of its ; that Philadelphia talmidim are privileged to

have a chinuch for life as well as rebbeim '
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for life. Alumni needing advice on issues of
marriage, chinuch, career, hashkofa, or any
of life’s challenges, frequently consult the
“roshei hayeshiva, whose selflessness and
dedication on behalf of their each talmid is
legendary. Far beyond attending simchos
and spending countless hours counseling
talmidim, the roshei hayeshiva unassum-
ingly assist their alumni in other tangible
ways, bespeaking love and concern that
endure long after talmidim have left the

 yeshiva.

Undoubtedly,it is this relationship that
has caused Philadelphia alumni to be so
communally involved. As they witnessed
firsthand the Roshei Hayeshiva’s tremen-
dous sense of responsibility and concern
for individuals and tzibur alike, the talmi-
dim invariably absorbed this lesson and

emulated it well.

As the trend towards yeshiva high ;
school atténdance gained momentum, the

yeshiva ccatiriued to accept bochurim fr m.
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has always typified the yeshiva’s student body has been "cydnsmar

The yeshiva does not, and never has catered to a specific element or

given period one could find boys of Chassidish, Litvish, Sephardic, or anyjo
harking from places such as Toronto, Chicago, Cleveland, Denver, Montreal, Detront Los
Angeles — literally from coast to coast. The yeshiva has welcomed boys from Eretz Yisroel,
Mexico, Belguim, Switzerland and even
Australia. This diversity also helps under-
score the idea that the primary area of
commonality is shteiging in learning, yiras

shomayim and tikkun hamidos.

In 1975, the yeshiva purchased the
building at 6055 Drexel Road adjacent to
the main building, to serve as an addition-
al dormitory facility. Although this would
be the yeshiva’s final property acquisition,
the campus would still undergo consider-

able metamorphosis in the coming years.

In the later 1970’s and early 1980’s,
the yeshiva reached its maximum capac-
ity, and the bais hamedrash was inad-
equate to accommodate the burgeoning
student body. Thus, in 1983, the yeshiva
completed the construction of its new bais
hamedrash building. The chanukas habayis
was perceived not only as ah inauguration
of the bais hamedrash building, but also as

a celebration iva.itself, which
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had indeed come full circle with its spacious and modern bais hamedrash. The simcha
was attended by a broad spectrum of roshei yeshiva and gedolim, including Rav Yitzchok
Ruderman zt’l, Rav Nosson Wachtfogel zt’l, R’ Levi Krupenia zt’l, and Rav Avrohom Pam
zt’l among others. Throngs of alumni crowded the building for the gala affair, which was

emotional and uplifting.

The building was joined to the old

bais hamedrash building, which under-

went a complete renovation. The upper
level now housed a complete well-
stocked library, offices of the roshei
hayeshiva, an ezras noshim overlooking
the new bais hamedrash, and a shiur
room. The lower level consisted of a
rebbeim’s office, a spacious locker room,

and restrooms.
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n 1985, the yeshiva was struck
by tragedy, with the sudden petirah
of the beloved Rav Mendel Kaplan.
Rav Mendel had inspired gen-
erations of talmidim and imbued
them with a love of learning, and
aspirations to live an elevated life.
The levaya, hastily conducted at
Kennedy airport, took place right
before erev Pesach. As Rav Shmuel
noted, “r’tzon y’rei’av ya’aseh”- Rav
Mendel who lived his whole life
in self-negation and fleeing from
honor merited a levayah which

exemplified that attitude.

Rav Mendel’s passing left a gap-
ing void in the yeshivah, which was
enveloped in sadness. The roshei
hayeshiva, their own sense of loss
notwithstanding, strove mightily to
bolster the bochurim’s morale, so
that their learning could continued

unimpeded.

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY

The following Elul, Rav Chaim Ozer
Gorelik assumed the first year bais hame-

drash position. A talmid of Yeshivas Bais




Hatalmud and Rav Berel Soloveichik zt’'| of
Brisk, Rav Chaim Ozer had been a maggid shiur

for many years.

DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF

RAV SHLoOMO WEILL 7
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transcend any boundary

A talmid of the gedolim of Europe, he was a bridge to the past. In his youth, he in
Baronovitch under the tutelage of Rav Elchonon Wasserman, who maintained a yeshiva for
younger bochurim. He then advanced to Grodno to learn from one of the foremost analytical
minds of his time, R' Shimon Shkop. Eventually he went to the Mir. His exposure to all these

gedolim formed deep impressions which he later passed on to the future generations.

First seder by Rav Mendel began with the talmidim
learning b'chavrusa. Every so often, Rav Mendel
would want to make a remark, and would gather
the talmidim around him by knocking on his desk.
One day, he banged, but instead of summoning
his talmidim to his desk, he walked towards the
window. He noted that he was greatly privileged
to see the gedolim of yesteryear. Looking outside he
instructed his talmidim to observe Rav Elya. “This
is how a godol walks. He walks with an oyl, a yoke.”
The high esteem and respect in which he held the
Roshei HaYeshiva was evident. Once observing
Rav Shmuel, he commented to his talmidim on
the Rosh HaYeshiva’s sacrifice for Torah. “With a
mind like that, Rav Shmuel would have been head
of “I'chol hapachus Chrysler”. Instead, he dedicated

his immense talents to the spread of Torah.

This typified Rav Mendel’s style in being able to
inspire people to elevate their life and personal
motives. A nephew of an old acquaintance of
his from Europe came to his class. Rav Mendel
constantly reminded the boy of his prestigious
roots, imploring him to reach the great stature of

his family.

His impressions always reflected a bigger picture.
Once, a bochur picked up a piece of shamoios
that was lying on the floor and gave it a kiss. Rav
Mendel asked the bochur if he would kiss a piece of
bread that was on the ground as well. Rav Mendel
exclaimed that he would be quicker to kiss the
bread. Looking at the boy’s puzzled expression,
he explained that the talmidim, born in America,
don’t appreciate the abundant supply of food
around us. We can not fathom what is like to not

even have a simple slice of bread to eat.

DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF
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His approach mirrored the magiddim of
past. His shiur was constantly peppered
with stories and anecdotes. Rav Mendel
once arrived with clippings from a
newspaper. A bochur, unaccustomed
to such behavior app;roached Rav Elya.
“Many people can teach torah, but how
many rebbeim can teach how to read
the New York Times,” Rav Elya said. On
another occasion, bochurim commented
on the superfluous nature of Rav Mendel’s
stories in the larger context of the shiur.
Rav Elya told the bochurim that if he had
the ability, he would lift up his kapata and
go to Rav Mendel’s shuir just to listen to his
stories”. Rav Elya emphasized this point by
relating an incident involving Rav Chaim
Voloshin. A bochur once approached Rav
Chaim and asked that his rebbe teach him
kabala. Rav Chaim acquiesced, and took
a stroll with the boy, telling him stories, as
if it was a storytelling session. The bochur

was quite disappointed. Expecting to

-unlock great mystical secrets, he instead

went home with some mundane stories.
Years later, this young scholar became a
godal byisrael, and delved into the kabala
himself. He recounted that he was only
able to comprehend the ideas that were
subtly contained in Rav Chaim’s stories.
Any concepts not touched upon in those
sessions were beyond his ability to grasp.

Rav Elya concluded, “This is the power of
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stories a godol tells you. They can open
up your heart and mind to understand
your learning!” Many years later, students
realized the stories that Rav Mendel
clothed in such simple garb, were only
fully understood after much personal

experience and time.

He once brought a Ruziel Hamalach to
the shuir. All were deeply impressed when
he informed us it was written by a malach.
With a twinkle in his eye, he said he could
show us one even better. Picking up a
Chumash, he said “this one was written
by Hashem”. His keen insight into human
psychology understood that many times it
is just a matter of how things are packaged

and presented that could inspire others.

Rav Mendel always managed to gain some
insight from any circumstance despite its
surroundings. Once traveling by train to
attend a wedding, Rav Mendel struck up a
conversation with a nearby Gentile. When
the Gentile heard of the Rav’s destination,
he told him “have a good time”. Rav
Mendel when telling this incident to his
class added that in the mind of a gentile,
life revolves around having a good time. In
contrast, a Jewish mind understands that
nothing could equate bringing true joy to a
choson and kallah.



His life was the yeshiva. He came on
Sunday and did not travel home until
Erev Shabbos. He tried very hard to avoid
all displays of honor towards him. He
believed that kovod comes from heaven
in a metaphysical way, and receiving any
honor would diminish his true reward in
the world to come. Once, as he arrived in
the Yeshiva, a talmid insisted on carrying
his rebbe’s suitcase. Rav Mendel adamantly
refused. The student threatened to take
his rebbe to a din torah. He explained that
he has an obligation to honor his rebbe.
Although his rebbe refused assistance
in order not to diminish his olam haba,
but I am being robbed of my duty to be
m’chabed the rebbe. Rav Mendel grinned

and gave in to his eager student.

Rav Mendel was loath to receive help
from anyone. He went to great lengths
to avoid any help. Once, at two o'clock
in the morning, he crept silently out of
the building. A student whose room was
adjacent to his rebbe was surprised by
hearing Rav Mendel leave at such a late
hour. Trailing quietly behind, he was in
total disbelief when Rav Mendel went to
the trunk and took out a tire. He wanted
to change his tire without anyone’s help,
and realized that the late hour would
be the perfect opportunity. The dazed
student rushed to the scene and insisted
on allowing him to finish the job, while his

rebbe would get his well needed rest.

A certain talmid, whose parents were not
thrilled about their son’s choice to stay
in Yeshiva, heard that they were coming
to visit him. At the time, the yeshiva did
not yet have the modern dormitory that
exists today. Consequently, rooms were
often not very grandiose. Rav Mendel told
the bochur not to take his parents to his
room. When they see the poor conditions
of his sleeping quarters, it might reinforce
their opposition to his learning. Instead,
suggested Rav Mendel, “take them to
my room”. This way they'll walk away
with a better impression of their son’s

commitment to learning.

He was a master at his art, instilling
hundreds of students with a love of
learning. His own remarkble character
served as a reminder to others to care
not only about ones self. He was able to
impress upon generations a sense of what

was right.

In 1985, right before Pesach, our belovedA
rebbe passed away. The hastily arranged
levya took place on erev Pesach, the humble
and sad ceremony at Kennedy airport. His
disdain of all honor still continued even in his
death, leaving the bereaved yeshiva only with

his legacy. Yehi zichro boruch.
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Just as it seemed that the yeshiva had achieved menucha v’nachala , poised to con-
tinue its harbotzas haTorah uninhibited, the greatest crisis in its history occurred. On a
wintry night in November 1988, just one week before Chanukah, a fire raged through the
main building, causing extensive damage. Fortunately, everyone was evacuated from the
building, but it took firefighters nearly five hours to get the blaze under control. And so, at
a stage in life when the roshei hayeshiva might have been enjoying the fruits of their many
years of toil, the Herculean task of rebuilding now demanded their rising to the challenge

as never before.
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Sleeping accommodations
were quickly arranged for the doz-

ens of bochurim whose dormitory

rooms had been consumed by the
fire. However, by the following

morning, the painful but neces-

sary decision had been made — the

entire student body would be sent

- home until the yeshiva could
; facilitate a temporary solution to
the greater problem that loomed

ahead.
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Before resuming the incredible narrative of the yeshiva’s rebuilding, it behooves us to

focus on the unsung heroes of the tragic fire — the bochurim. A renowned mussar personal-
4 ity once noted that a bochur learning well while in yeshiva has not yet proved his creden-
tials. It is when he is thrust into an environment that is not conducive to shteiging that

the real litmus test of greatness occurs. Almost immediately after the talmidim were sent

home, regular sedorim were organized at the Bais Yehudah shul in Boro Park. The punc-
E tuality, the determined hasmodah and the keen sensitivity to shmiras hazman which have

always been the hallmark of the Philadelphia yeshiva, were now put to the test. Those try-
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ing times were perhaps the yeshiva’s finest
hour, as the kol Torah that reverberated in
a shul in Brooklyn was truly reminiscent
of the Bais Hamedrash in Philadelphia.
Throughout the ensuing period of severely
compromised conditions in Philadelphia,
the bochurim doggedly pursued their
limudim with an intensity that was actually

heightened in the face of adversity.

The yeshiva was now faced with a dual
task. Firstly, to conceive of and implement
a plan of action that would enable talmidim
to return as quickly as possible. Secondly,
to embark on a new building endeavor,
envisioning the yeshiva’s needs for the
future, and raising the enormous funds it

would require.
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Five Alarm Fire Ravages

Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia

Fire is a most unusual force: prop-
erly harnessed it provides us with
light, warmth and comfort. Un-
checked, it can be utterly devastat-
ing--to human life, property, and
possessions.

Fire can be stubborn, ruthless, and
unpredictable. It can move with
incredible  speed or it can lie
smoldering for hours.

On Tuesday evening, November
29th, 1988, the students in the
main building of the Philadelphia
Yeshiva were attending to business
as usual. Some were upstairs
reviewing their studies, others were
preparing for eveming class; but
most of the bochurim were in the
dining room getting ready for dinner
when the intrusive sound of smoke
alarms suddenly filled the air. At
first, many studemts didnl know
what to think: ‘was it for real, or just a
false alarm?" But then all doubts
were Jaid 1o rest when an
unrestrained cry of “FIRE!™ came
from the kitchen. Flames began to
appear, licking the walls, together
with climbing columns of thick
black smoke. All of a sudden life
became a race to see which could
travel faster—the fire itself or the
message that there was one.

In a matter of seconds, the
students organized effective
measures of escape. Doors opened,
shouts were heard, and frantic
footsteps filled the halls as lights
flickered and then went out, leaving
only emergency fixtures to mark the
exit route. Once safely outside and
into the street, the older boys
immediately began taking careful
head checks in order to account for
all of the 130 students who were then
in the building.

Moments later firefighters
arrived on the scene; 150 in all,
together with 35  pieces of
firefighting equipment. It took 3
hours to finally contain the blaze
that had grown to 5 alarm status,
and the fire's reach was so extensive
that the fire department had to stay
at the scenc through most of the
night in order to quell the remaining
flames.

Students stood outside in the
cold night air, shivering and
watching as their yeshiva home
went up in explosive bursts of
towering flame and clouds of black
smoke. Some were just too stunned
to speak. Some stood with tears
trailing from their tired eyes, while

others swayed over thin, open
pages, chanting verses of T hillim.

Hundreds from the surrounding
community gathered to offer help
and show their support. Mayor W,
Wilson Goode and the Philadelphia
City Manager arrived on the scene
to survey the damage, and all major
television stations were present to
issue reports on the tragic event.

Everyone connected with the
yeshiva expressed profound
gratitude to the Al-mighty that there
was no injury to human life as the
yeshivas  facilities suffered a
devastating loss, Two thirds of the
yeshiva's main building—a three
story structure— was totally
. Gone are the yeshiva's
meat and dairy kitchens,
dining room, science lab, and store
rooms; four classrooms, office
facilities, and 41 dormitory beds.
The remaining third of the building
sustained extensive smoke and
water damage. All electrical, water,
heat, and gas systems were cut off,
and all windows were shattered as
part of the fire fighting effort.

It was later determined that the

east wing. Damage to the yeshiva is
i d to be in excess of 2

in the basement of the building’s

million dollars.

A Fire’s Aftermath: Ruin and Rubble

On Wednesday moming, Novem-
ber 30th, after the dust had settled and
the smoke had finally cleared away,
faculty and students of the Phila-
delphia Yeshiva were able 1o assess
the horrendous fire damage of the
night before.

The clock on the charred dining
room wall still read 7:25: a stark
reminder of when the yeshiva's
routine was so suddenly disrupted.
There was nothing appetizing about
the dinner and dishes that were still
stuck in neat rows to the burnt
dining room tables, but there it all
remained: a  dinner served that
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...But The Sound of
Learning Continues

In spite of all the physical damage,
the yeshiva's staff and students made
plans to temporarily relocate the Bais
Medrash to Brooklyn, New York.
Arrangements were made to use the
B'nai Yehudah shul on 16th Avenue in
Boro Park; and by carly Sunday
morning the melodic sounds of Phi-
ladelphia bochurim learning Torah
were heard once again wafting through
the air of the shul

Regular shiurim and two sedorim a
day were well attended by New Yorkers
and a number of out-of-town students
who were hosted by New York friends
The diligence that these students
displayed left a lasting impression on
the many visitors who stopped in to
show their support

After all—for a yeshiva 1o even
temporarily close down is tragic
enough, but why should the loss be
compounded by any subsequent halt to
Torah learning? These dedicated
talmidim didn permit this to occur; in
spite of the physical adversity, they
maintained the sacred ‘Kol-Torah®
during these difficult days.

=y o

In the meantime, back in Phila-
delphia, another sort of diligent effort
was being made to reopen the yeshiva
right after Chanuka. Over 25 talmidim
volunteered to return on Thursday
night as well as on Motzoei Shabbos.
They worked through the night in a
last attempt o retrieve that which the
fire hadnt destroyed. The next morn-
ing contractors began their full-scale
sweep of the wreckage

These efforts were successful, and
by the time the contractors were
through, at least part of the main
building was back in use. There was
complete smoke rehabilitation, rooms
that were not condemned were
thoroughly cleaned, and the basement
was drained of 3 feet of water

By Sunday night after Chanuka
the Bais Medrash bochurim returned to
the yeshiva, and the Mesivta arrived the
following day. Through the cooperative
cfforts of the hanholo, the talmidim
and yeshiva friends, the seemingly
msurmountable task of returning to a
program of full-time Torah study was
accomplished —and more quickly then
anyone would have imagined

Work Begins On The
Philadelphia Yeshiva’s
New Dormitory Facility

The steady, driving sound of
Torah learning that normally fills
the halls of the Philadelphia Yesh-
iva, is experiencing a fair amount of
competition these days—from con-
struction machinery pounding just
a few yards away—as land is being
cleared and foundations will soon
be set for the yeshiva's new and
long: ted dormitory ph

Work actually began on February
15th as giant trees came down,

oty bulld s ol g and

new yeshiva dormitory is set at §3.2
million, and this is aside from the
$2 million dollars needed to rebuild
the yeshiva's main high school
building, which was destroyed by
fire last November. In that blaze the
yeshiva lost its dining room, kitch-
cns, high classrooms
science lab, and office space

It has been a most difficult year
for the Philadelphia Yeshiva: a pres-
tigious academy of higher learning
that has graduated Torah scholars

school

levelling land that would ¢ y
develop into a modern, three-story
structure capable of housing 224
students. The new dormitory will
replace a 97-year-old building that
stood on the same site: a hazardous
structure that became untenable to
maintain, and that the yeshiva had
outgrown years ago.

The new dorm is being buiit by
the Whiting-Turner Co. of Mary-
land; the same firm that oversaw
construction of the famous J.F.K.
Memorial Bridge, and that did work
on the Pentagon in Washington,
D.C. as well. Estimated cost for the

and responsible Jewish leaders for
over 36 years; but with help from
loyal supporters and the Jewish
community at large, the yeshiva
hopes to soon fully re-establish
itself. A healthy sign in this direc-
tion, of course, is the construction
currently underway on the new
dormitory—replete  with  special
fire-proofing material.

Scheduled completion date for
the new dormitory facility is Sep-
tember 1, 1989-—to coincide with
the beginning of the new school
year.

A fires’s aftermath (coninued from page 1)

in the homes of the yeshiva's friends
and neighbors. By morning buses
were chartered and Mesivta students
were sent home—many without any
belongings. The Bais Hamedrash
stayed on for one more day of
classes.

()

For the yeshiva's hanhala it was
a most hectic day-—for devising in-
terim accommodations as well as
for establishing long range plans

A group of concerned friends of
the yeshiva came in from out-of-
town to meet with the hanhala and
express their support. Among those
present were  Rabbi Naftoli
Neuberger and Mr. Jerry Kadin of
Ner Israel, Baltimore; Mr. Avrohom
Fruchthandler of Olympia and York;
Mr. Yossi Stern of Edison, New
Jersey, Mr. Shmuel Rieder of South

Brunswick, New Jersey, and Mr
Seymour Licberman of New York
City

The Mayerfeld family of Vineland,
New Jersey called, offering the use of
two huge trailers. These were
promptly accepted: one for use as a
dining room, and the other to be
divided into classrooms A
contractor was hired to work 16-20
hours a day-—except Shabbos—to
repair, clean, deodorize, and
temporarily revitalize the front third
of the main building, so that it would
be ready for use in 10 days
immediately following the Chanuka
break.

As the embers of the previous
nights fire were still dying out,
faculty and fricnds of the yeshiva
were gathering to map out
constructive strategies—so that the
yeshiva could resume its course of
sacred study as soon as possible.
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The Philadelphia Yeshiva:
Facing a Period of
Unprecedented Need

Classes resumed after Chanuka
and the students are learning with a
renewed fervor, that's true; but there
is no denying the fact that the yeshiva
is operating on a makeshift basis: a
trailer has been converted into
classroom space, and a four-car
garage functions as a kitchen

Over the years, the Philadelphia
Yeshiva has developed dramati-
cally—both in number and in sta-
ture—and plans were already being
implemented for new, improved
accommodations to meet the yeshi-
va's growing nceds. With Novem-
ber’s fire, the picture has only taken a
drastic turn for the worse; not only do
the old and nagging needs persist, but
they have been joined by new,
obviously pressing needs as well

A new building to house class-
rooms, a kitchen, dining room, and
offices is an obvious necessity. But
there is also the pre-existent need for a
new, fireproof dormitory structure
Architects are working on plans

to rebuild the fire damaged facility,
and initial repair costs have already
amounted to $165,000. Preliminary
discussions with contractors indicate
that it will cost an additional $2.0
million to complete the building, not
including equipment and furnishings.
Construction of the new dormitery
facility, with minimal furnishings,
will cost $3.5 million. Total cost for
the completion of both buildi
amounts to approximately $5.5
million,

The burden is great and the need is
immediate, but supporters of the
yeshiva are prepared to make an all-
out effort, and are resolved to meet
the challenge

“We cannot let this educational
system grind to a halt, G-d forbid,”
says one of the leaders of the emerg-
ency reconstruction campaign, “we
must lift this financial burden off the
shoulders of the Roshei HaYeshivaso
that they can return full time to the
Bais Medrash where they are desper-
ately needed.™
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A Student Reflects—On the Fire of Torah and On the
Flre'l’hatDesu'oyedAGoodPartolesYeshwa

Gavriel Rokowsky is 20 years
old and came to the Yeshiva of
Philadelphia in 1982 when he
entered his second year of high
school. He is presently in his sev-
enth year at the yeshiva—his last,
and graduating year. :

In a recent telephone interview
Gavriel spoke about the yeshiva and
of course—about last year's catas-
trophic fire. But a fire, as you know,
can take on many forms; for as | was
questioning Gavriel, | noticed that
his every word was coming from a
deep ‘inner fire'—all his own, In
yiddish that is known as a “bren.” It
was quite obvious that Gavriel has a
burning love for learning Torah, and
that he bears a healthy enthusiasm
for the. yeshiva that instilled him
with that love. You can see it for
yourself —in his own words . . .

Q. Let's begin by discussing the
fire that swept through the yeshiva's
main building last November. What
do you recall about that night?

A. Well, we all came in at around
7:15 P.M. preparing for dinner—as
we usually do. One of the “bochurim’
went nmo the hu:hen u\d smelled

hdhmtnadoonhuledido-mo
the basement level. As soon as he
that door smoke came bil-
out, He ran from the kitchen
Mut&thdmmmydﬁu;om
loud - “FIRE.

Everyone immediately got up
and evacuated the building. The fire
alarm went on, but soon the fire
itself - -as it spread —damaged the
entire electrical system, shutting off

Q. How about the morning after;
what were your feelings then?
A. Well, there was a great deal of

the alarm.
We also know from exp

y about what would be
Chanukah had almost arrived; a lot

that a number of boys spend this
» time of evening up in
their rooms—taking care of per-
sonal matters; so | and two others
ran back into the building and went
up to the 3rd floor to search for and
alert anyone up there to the danger.
We each canvassed one wing of the
building, and B"H everyone got out
safely.

Q. What else do you recall about
those initial minutes of activity?

A. Well, at first there was just an
awful lot of smoke. The actual
flames climbed out of the b

of out-of- s were getting ready
to leave—for Canada, the West
Coast, and other distant plms
However, many of us

RS VA

iva concerns, would now have to be
even more greatly burdened with
the responsibilities of having to
shoulder all that came about in the
aftermath of the fire. There's no
question that this amounts 1o added
strains, and that it would affect the
amount of time they could devote to

strong learning schedule dunn;
those difficult days by

their talmidim. They have to travel
frequpmly,_ raise funds, arrange

shul in Boro Park that served mn-
porarily as yeshiva headquarters.
When we returned after the
Chanukah break, we were shocked
to find that so much hard work had
been done to enable us to go back to
a full time learning schedule. Of
course, it was the middle of Winter,
and we were operating out of make-
shift facilities; like trailers and a

and appeared along the walls of the
building some moments later.

All of the students went across the
street and into the courtyard where a
thorough attendance was taken
several times to account for absolutely
everyone.

Many of us were saying Tehil-
lim. At first we all thought that it
would be a small, contained blaze;
that it would soon be under control
and that it wouldnY be long until
everything was back to normal. Per-
haps we felt that way because the
flames were not so apparent right
away.

But then we were

fi garage. But the fact remains
that we were back in full swing. And
that really says a lot about the type of
yeshiva this is,

Q. Any other thoughts before we
move on to something else?
A. Just one thing: | know we all felt
extremely fortunate that everyone
came out O.K. All the bochurim
responded with alacrity, and respon-
»xhl We were all deeply grateful to
hem that what occured—hap-
pen:d to wood and stone, and that
there were no injuries.

Q. In Iookm. back upon n now,

shocked as the fire spread and devel-
oped. In fact, a half-hour later we
were v again; this time
from the an Medrash for Iur of

of
mthemhhmuuedmlw
main

what th g the
whole instance of the fire?

A. Well, 1 know I speak for all the
bochurim with what I'm about to
say. Our primary and on-going con-
cern is that the Roshei Yeshiva
—who even before the fire were so
very occupied with day to day vesh-

gs—just to take care of the
yeshiva's physical needs.

All this is especially difficult in a
yeshiva such as ours, that thrives
on the close and constant interac-
tion between Rebbe and talmid. We
cherish every precious moment we
can spend with the Roshei Yeshiva
and we feel deprived when a
moment of that personal contact
is lost.

After all, this is one of the most
unique features of our yeshiva: to be
in the presence of such great Torah
leaders; to look up to them and to try
and emulate them. The Roshei
Yeshiva are models of devotion, By
the examples they set, they heighten
our own sense of standard and
resp bility. They
and help us live up to that hlghﬂ
standard.

And this sort of atmosphere per-
meates through the entire yeshiva.
There’s an air of *hasmodo’—-a con-
sistency, a commitment, a unified
cffort on behalf of all the stu-
dents-—striving toward a common
goal: to establish ourselves as
genuine B'nai Torah.

Q. Is there anything eise, that
impresses you about the yeshiva
that you'd like to mention?

A. Perhaps one more point. Gener-
ally, a student stays for 8 years, and

The American
Jewish Community
Responds to the
Philadelphia Fire

With utmost gratitude the yeshiva
would like to acknowledge all those
who have expressed concern and
support on behalf of the yeshiva's
current plight. (If there are any over-
sights in this listing, please forgive us.
This list is but an example of the
outpouring of support.)

Appeals were held in shuls across
the country,

Parlor meetings were held at the
following locations:

On December 31st in Lakewood a
Melave-Malka was held at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Shimon Zeldes.

On January 8th an Alumni
Breakfast was held at the Aperion
Manor chaired by Mechel Gruss and
Mordechai Mandelbaum.

On January Ilth in Baltimore,
Maryland at the home of Rabbi and
Mrs. Moshe Heinemann.

On January 16th in Deal, New
Jersey at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Gamal.

On January 15th in Lawrence,
New York at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Shimon Pluchenick.

On February 15th in Los Angeles
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bryan
Kaplan.

The Rebbeim of the Hebrew
Academy of Cleveland have organ-
ized efforts on behalf of the yeshiva.

Mrs. Judy Rajenbach of Chicago

has organized a national raffle
campaign.
On March 26th a breakfast was
held at the home of Mr, and Mrs. Shia
Bernath in Monsey, New York; co-
hosted by Meir Stefansky and Rabbi
Yisroel Rokowsky.

A national dinner will be held on
Sunday May 28, 1989 at the Sheraton
Centre Hotel in New York City.
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there is this realization that these §
years play such a crucial role in
shaping the quality of the rest of
your life.

That is why the time spent with
the Roshei Yeshiva is so very pre-
cious. And not only that, but I've
been here for seven years and | have
repeatedly seen how special that
relationship between Rebbe and tal-
mid is. Having been here for a while
I continuously see students from
previous years keep coming back to
confer with the Roshei Yeshiva. So
it isnt just & connection for the time
that you are here, but it's the begin-
ning of a lifelong association.

All of this has made a deep and
lasting impression on me, and I am
just very grateful to be here.
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TAIN A SIZABLE LOAN FOR THE REBU

Fundraising on such an enormous scale posed a challenge on a different level as well.
The Philadelphia Yeshiva has always adhered to the ideal of simplicity, in all facets of its
operations. Classrooms, dormitory buildings, furniture, even meals, were always adequate,
but never elaborate. Similarly, the yeshiva had always maintained a low profile when it came
to fundraising. No glossy brochures or eye-catching advertisements had ever been pub-
lished. Thus, the urgent need to convey the yeshiva’s desperate straits to potential donors

was almost anathema to the roshei hayeshiva.

The overwhelming initiative taken by the tzibbur at large and by alumni particularly
was truly heartwarming. An emergency meeting, attended by six devoted yungerleit, was
convened in the home of R’ Avrohom Yitzchok Hoberman in Lakewood. The assembled
undertook the obligation of spearheading a campaign to motivate their fellow yungerleit to
raise $100,000. Alumni from around the globe, who never imagined that they would have
the opportunity to repay the yeshiva in some small way for all they had gained, now rallied

around the yeshiva in its time of crisis. Even bochurim learning in the yeshiva pitched in.

SHMUEL LEIBER-
D THE YESHIVA OB=

LDING CAMPAIGN.
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On the Motzei Shabbos following the
fire, a carload of bochurim drove to
Philadelphia and worked literally through
the night, helping to clean up the dam-
aged building.

Perhaps more surprising was the
overwhelming response of the com-
munity at large. Even people who had
previously not been affiliated with the
yeshiva responded wholeheartedly and
generously. Evidently, the yeshiva’s pre-
eminence and the vital role it played in
the Torah world was recognized by the

general tzibur.

v } While the details of the rebuilding story, so replete with hashgacha protis, are too
. A numerous to recount, some incidents surely merit being retold.
PAGE
96 The morning after the fire, a Mr. Mayerfeld of Vineland, New Jersey called to say that
% he had two double-sized trailers that were then available, which he would gladly contribute
’ to the yeshiva as temporary quarters. The hanhallah was amazed at this gracious offer,

which was actually the crucial factor that allowed the resumption of learning within ten
days after the fire. The trailers were delivered that very day. Upon arrival, it was discovered
that the trailers were too wide to enter the yeshiva’s lot, almost resulting in their return
to Vineland. With abundant siyata d’shmaya and some minor alterations to the yeshiva’s

landscape, Mr. Mayerfeld’s dedicated workers eventually maneuvered the cumbersome

trailers into position. These trailers were converted to serve as a makeshift kitchen and
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dining facility including refrigeration and storage capacity. Interestingly, the local zoning
board, which could have put major obstacles in the way of this ersatz structure, granted

immediate approval.

Although the building had sustained extensive damage, the smallish front section had
been left largely intact and salvageable. R’ Avrohom Fruchthandler a noted behind-the-
scenes philanthropist and askon, dispatched a professional expeditor to expertly assess the
remaining structure’s usability, and to develop a sound strategy to maximize its function.
Indeed, with incredible speed, the front section of the building was remodeled to consist

of several shiur rooms, for the high school and first year Bais Hamedrash.

A o T
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The very fact that the front of the
building was spared is in itself a fascinat-
ing sidebar to the story. Several days prior
to the fire, the yeshiva had stocked up on
a complete supply of paper goods, which
were stored in the basement of 6063.
These combustibles were actually directly
in the path of the frames, and came within
inches of being ignited, which would have
significantly increased the fire’s scope and
duration. Through great Hashgacha, a
nearby water pipe burst, effectively stop-

ping the flame’s advance.

Dormitory space was still a challenge.
Even after filling the yeshiva’s other dormi-
tory buildings to maximum capacity, there
was still a shortage of beds. Hanhallah
members took bochurim into their own
homes for the next year and a half, but
there was still a dearth of accommodations.
Rav Uri approached the landlord of a neigh-
boring apartment building to negotiate a
lease. The landlord agreed, but adamantly
insisted that the two- bedroom apartment,
which also had a living room, dining room

and kitchen, had a maximum occupancy




of four. Rav Uri eventually
persuaded him to allow twelve
bochurim to occupy the apart-
ment. Shortly thereafter, the
landlord approached Rav Uri to
offer an additional apartment
for other bochurim, claiming
he had never had such fine,

well-behaved tenants.

Providentially, even before
the fire occurred, the yeshiva had already planned to demolish the 6040 dormitory and
erect an entirely new dormitory facility to accommodate the entire student body. In
anticipation of this, the yeshiva had purchased the building at 6076 Drexel Rd. to serve
as temporary dormitory space during the 6040 construction. This building was now put to

good use.

And so it was that a mere ten days after the fire, the bochurim returned and regular
sedorim were resumed. Anyone who was involved in the yeshiva’s crisis during those days,
and in the ensuing months and years of rebuilding, gained a new appreciation of the Roshei
Hayeshiva. For the entire planning, doing, running, phoning, and accomplishing, was com-
pletely orchestrated not by a committee, not by a board, but by the Roshei Hayeshiva
alone. Their amazing sense of direction, of remaining in control during a time of frenzy,

made an indelible impression on the numerous individuals who worked alongside them.

Temporary measures having effectively been implemented, the Roshei Hayeshiva now
turned their attention to the daunting task of rebuilding the yeshiva. The original plan of

demolishing 6040 and erecting a new dormitory on its site was now given top priority.

/ SHIMON AND GITTY
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Demolition and subsequent construction got underway with a sense of urgency. During this
time, the roshei hayeshiva continued delivering regular shiurim and running the yeshiva,
while simultaneously engaging in fundraising activities. The annual dinner, which took place
in May of 1989, was designated as the National Rebuilding Campaign Dinner, and it drew
an overwhelming response. A special video presentation was shown, which included foot-
age from the local Philadelphia media’s coverage of the fire. The sight of young bochurim

tearfully reciting Tehillim outside as the fire raged, was moving beyond words.

By mid 1989, the 6040 dormitory was completed. The beautiful modern structure

housed 216 beds, an infirmary, and a separate section with four apartments for guests.

In 1990, the reconstruction of 6063 got underway. Much thought and planning were
invested to ensure the most effective utilization of space, and to join the new structure to
the old in a logical way. The new building consisted of a dining room and kitchen facilities,

six shiur rooms, a laboratory, a gymnasium, and several office rooms.

In Elul of 1990, Rav Sholom Kamenetsky and Rav Yehuda Svei joined the hanhallah in
the capacity of shoe’l u’'maishiv for the second seder of the bais hamedrash bochurim. This
idea had been entertained for several years prior to this time, as the schedule of the Roshei
Hayeshiva had become increas-
ingly demanding and hectic,
sometimes eclipsing their avail-
ability during second seder.
During the years of the rebuild-
ing, the hiring of second seder
rebbeim became an absolute

necessity.
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In April 1991 the building was
completed. The chanukas habayis
was on a much smaller scale than
that of the new bais hamedrash
in 1983, but it was in some ways
more emotional. Rather than
impose on so many roshei hayes-
hiva and gedolim to interrupt their
schedules to attend, the roshei
hayeshiva invited Rav Pam zt’l
to address the assembled. The

event was attended by hundreds

of alumni, as well as many parents
of talmidim, and local ba’alei batim

and rabbonim.

On the day after the fire
occurred, Rav Shach zt’l called the
yeshiva to offer divrei chizuk. “Zolt
ihr vissen”, he told Rav Elya, “fun
ah feier ken men zich oifboyen” —
you should know, that from a fire,

you can grow. During the many

difficult months of the rebuilding
effort, it was often very difficult to
visualize the light at the end of the tunnel. Now, finally, upon the completion of the main
building, were Rav Shach’s words truly appreciated. The fire was the catalyst that had

resulted in a complete, modern and safe campus.

P e




:‘In April of 1995, the yeshiva suffered
: a térrible loss with the untimely petirah
of Rav Shimon Sturman. Rav Shimon had
been the rebbe of the ninth grade, but his
influence and warmth permeated the entire
yeshiva. He was renowned for his uncanny
ability to identify a bochur who was strug-
gling or upset, and always was equipped
with just the right “gutte Yiddishe vort” to

set him at ease.
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by Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetsky

A Rebhe nllgn Nefrer 3£1‘ff s

was 13 going on nine. I was a small
id, from a small town, from a small
yeshiva, who thought too much of himself.
I quickly learned that it took only a couple
of days to find out how easily it is to go
from the top of your class and find yourself
struggling to hopefully be somewhere in
the middle. I was new at this, and so was

rebbe.

Reb Shimon, was in his first year of
teaching and he had a difficult job. He
had to turn the babies into boys, and then
he had to turn the boyiz (as he affection-

ately called us) into young men — into

b'nai Torah. He had to break the silliness
of childhood, develop one’s independence
without allowing him to become a free-
thinker, and get him to realize that he is
no longer a Mama’s boy, but part of the klal

— part of a yeshiva.

Those days were different then today. It
was a time when body bags were still being
brought out of Vietnam, and the past ten
years in America had sown subtle seeds of
irreverence toward authority. It was a feel-
ing that believe it or not, pervaded the best
and the brightest minds. It was post 60s
America, and Reb Shimon had to knock

( DEDICATED BY MR. AND MRs. Dovi FREUND




8888608866080 8800680860 800600000088

@
\_

us out of the 1960s and bring us to the
world of the 1860s — into the world
where Torah reigned supreme and the
rebellions of the streets, the riots of the
past two years were all just a wisp of a
corrupt culture — a fleeting moment
of madness compared to the sacred
permanence and everlasting stability
of Torah.

Things back then were not as black
and white as they were today. We
had a mix of boys in our class from
all types of backgrounds, from Boro
Park to Silver Spring to the suburbs of
Boston to the suburbs of Long Island.
There were graduates of Maimonides
Day School as well as Torah Voda’ath
and T.A. of Baltimore and South
Shore Yeshiva. And then there were
the Philadelphians. They were there
as a matter of right. Almost like the
Indians had a right to the Wild West.
We were the kids who had worked hard

" to earn the right to be in Philadelphia

(except, perhaps, those of us who had
relatives in high places). They were
here because they were born here. We
stayed in the dorm. They went home at
night. Indeed, there was some conten-
tion between those of us who were in
this special yeshiva because we chose
to go to Philly and Philly chose us, and

those boys who were there as a mat-

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY )

ter of birthright. Reb Shimon had to
somehow meld us all together as one
cohesive unit. He was there to remove
all prejudices. He was there to teach us
that the only thing that mattered from
then on is the blatt Gemara. And he did

so in amazing fashion.

Reb Shimon’s job was to help build
a kesher between all of us; the brighter
ones, and the weaker ones, the yeshi-
vish ones and the greeners. He had to
not only to educate us as students of a
Yeshiva, but also to give us a sense of
belonging, a sense of responsibility to
a Mosad Hatorah and achrayus to Klal
Yisroel. Truth be told, his job was to
make young men out of babies. It was
amazing how he paired up chavrusas
with cheshbonos that we at that young
age would only appreciate after the
folly of our youth was left somewhere

in the dust of history.

There were so many challenges that
a rebbe in a Yeshiva Gedolah such as the
Philadelphia Yeshiva, trying to mold
bochurim into B'nai Torah had to face
back then. First, there was no uniform
tzurah. The boys did not dress in the
almost indistinguishable dark and
white that bochurim wear today. Some
of the yarmulkes had colored trim,

if they were not crocheted, colored



shirts and pastel colored sport jackets
did not merit a second look. It was a
time when you were judged by whom
you were, not how you looked. And
honestly, Reb Shimon, who epitomized
the philosophy of the old East Side, was
probably the best choice in the world in
cutting through the veneer that we find
so prevalent today and getting straight
to the kishkes of the bochur.

Reb Shimon had a way about him
that seemed to meld the world of
Rebbe, friend, and mentor. He would
act casual to us to a point. It was prob-
ably most difficult for an accomplished
Talmid Chacham to lower himself to get
the attention of immature minds must
have been extremely difficult for him.
But he did not hesitate, or call into play
his immense greatness. Instead, like a
parent getting on his knees for a child,
he acted sometimes in a manner that
would get us excited, even amazed at
the lengths he would go, to wake us up.
Calling the “fellahs” by the ubiquitous
sobriquet “Jackson,” flicking his wrist
while holding a cup that still had some
water in it, in a way that a sleeping or
inattentive bochur would get a wet-
wake-up call. We were being trained
to take it and accept the mussar of a
rebbe, and learn to be mekablim. Dare

we reciprocated to his warmth and his

gestures of camaraderie by reciprocat-
ing with irreverence. We would learn
that the right to address the Rebbe
properly — in third person — was not
a matter of rote. It was something that
one had to earn. We had to learn what
a rebbe is. And indeed he taught us.

But in addition to the many subtle
lessons of hashkafa and mussar, his true
goal in imparting to us Torah was to
have us get a klahrkeit, clarity in the
pashut pshat. He did not try to be fancy
by throwing pilpulim at us. He wanted
us to be clear in the Gemara, the Rashi
and the Tosfos. He made me write the
entire translation of the shakla v'tarya
in English, in forcing me to articulate in
writing, in a way that I could no longer

fumfe the pshat.

Yet when he was getting hard on a
talmid and they, (and in many cases
I) was at a point of frustration, Reb
Shimon knew to focus on strengths.

Reb Shimon knew that even as a 13
year old, I enjoyed learning and hear-
ing drush. When he saw that I was frus-
trated during a difficult sugya, he would
enliven me at recess by asking me how I
understood a particular Medrash. Then
he would lead me into saying a pshat
that would make my day, and give me
chizuk to go back to the sugya with a

renewed confidence.
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Reb Shimon had a library-like trea-
sury of Divrei Torah that was amazingly
wide-varied. From Chassidishe insights,
to to diyukim of the Brisker Rav, Reb
Shimon had what to say to any Yid,
let alone to a talmid, who he encoun-
tered. Reb Feivish Smoke relates that
it was those divrei drush that gave Reb
Shimon (and himself) strength even
in those trying times. When he was ill
Reb Feivish sent him Sefer HaChaim,
a sefer on Agadah from Rav Chaim the
brother of the Maharal. Reb Shimon
called to tell him how wonderful
the sefer was. Indeed in Hakdama R’
Chaim writes that he actually wrote
the sefer during a very difficult period
because Da’'agah and Agada have the
same letters therefore Agadah is an

antidote for da’agah.

Reb Shimon had a cheshbon for every-

thing. In his raspy voice, perhaps fore-

. shadowing the illness that would one

day prove terminal, Rebbe had often
asked one of the boys to bring him a
cup of water. It was a z'chus to bring
him water and the chosen water car-
rier was someone special. But bringing
water was also a lesson — just another
example of how many things he taught
way beyond the blatt. I was chosen

once, and learned a lesson I never shall
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forget. Knowing that Rebbe would fin-
ish one cup and soon request another, I
decided to be smart. I came back with
two cups and gingerly placed the two
cups on his desk. I received a look as
if I had put a plate of tarfus in front of

him. He mumbled something

I was very confused. He repeated.
“Zugos! You don’t bring zugos.” The
concept of zugos was still foreign to me,
but that was not the point. It was the
trepidation and fear that was written
all over his face. The seriousness of my
transgression of an often-overlooked
Gemara was as serious as an aveirah
chamurah. 1 do not know if he truly
believed it, or if indeed he was noheig to
be makpid on zugos. But he imparted an
oft-overlooked reverence and apprecia-
tion toward any ma’amar of Chazal, and
till today. I remember his admonish-
ment in a way that has influence me to

this very day.

Indeed, it was those small admonish-
ments that impacted us most profound-
ly. A former talmid who is already out
of Yeshiva for over 10 years still keeps
a custom which he has adapted back
in his philli days. 3 times a day, before
starting Shemona Esrei he pauses to but-

ton his jacket. He began this practice



at the initiative of Reb Shimon. Reb
Shimon would constantly implore him
to do something before talking to the
Ribbono Shel Olam.

His mussar on Derech Eretz was very
powerful as well. One Chanukah, my
parents sent me an envelope to give
to Rebbe. I carefully folded in half and
handed it to him. He flatly refused. But
I was smarter. It was not long into the
next day’s recess in which I slipped the
folded envelope into his coat pocket.
I received a stinging rebuke. It was
twofold. One, I disobeyed the rebbe’s
request. The second. It was clearly con-
trary to the laws of Derech Eretz to slip

something into a Rebbe’s pocket.

Indeed he did not ever want gifts. In
later years when the bochurim would
finally bandy together to buy gifts
for their rebbe, he almost demurred.
Finally he relented and asked for two
books: All For The Boss and The
Maggid Speaks.

Anyone who knew him as a young
bochur knew that he always thought of
others. His father would send him a box
of fruit and he would put it down for all
his friends to eat, only to be left with the

remnants if anything for himself.

He always considered himself unwor-
thy of the role he played. His humility
was unimaginable. And the way he felt
about himself was inversely propor-
tional to the reverence that he had for
the Roshei HaYeshiva. He once related
to Reb Feivish Smoke that he tried to
become close to Rav Laib. Reb Shimon
felt that as Rav Laib was someone he
could relate to, Reb Laib would be a
bridge to gap the distance between
his own level and the much higher

madreiga of the Roshei Yeshiva.

Reb Shimon displayed a remarkable
sensitivity to all human beings and
creations of the Ribono Shel Olam. He
worried about the small children who
would run around the Yeshiva court-
yard as well as for the tiniest creations
in nature. Once, he walked into shiur
and began to relay to his talmidim an

incident, which he witnessed outside

his home that morning. He saw two .

gentile teenagers obnoxiously torturing
a squirrel. Reb Shimon did not simply
relay to his boys what he saw. He went
into every detail of his story, describing
how these unruly kids held the squirrel
upside down by the tail then force-
fully dunked its head into the water.
Reb Shimon let the story set in as he

watched his talmidim squirm in their
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seats trying to focus on better things.
Then came the punch line. Lifting
his head, Reb Shimon puzzlingly
asked why they are so uncomfort-
able. “This is only an animal,” he
said. Imagine the busha of a fellow
friend. Think about how that hurts...

There are many talmidim of the Yeshiva
who were not zoche to be in Reb
Shimon’s classroom, yet they consid-
ered themselves talmidim. Reb Shimon
had a keen eye for those who just did
not make it on their own. He made
those bochurim, his own project. If you
would be able to be nislabesh, the words,
“L’hacahyos laiv nidchaim” in a tzooras
hda'adam, it would be Reb Shimon.

Reb Feivish Smoke, who now lives
in Montreal thinks about Reb Shimon
when learning the sugya in Ta’anis(22).

Eliyahu HaNavie would frequently

. appear to Rav Broka in the shuk. Once

Rav Broka asked Eliyahu if there is
anyone there who are destined to
Olam Habah. During the course of the
conversation, two men came by and
Eliyahu acknowledged that these men
would have a chelek in Olam HaBah.
When Rav Broka asked their occupa-
tion, they replied that they cheer up
the downtrodden and they help resolve

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY )

quarrels. Reb Feivish explained in the
name of the Ya'aros D'vash that Olam
Habah is a world without kin’ah. It is a
world where everyone is equal accord-
ing to his level. Making people feel
welcome, making them feel comfort-
able, resolving quarrels, and cheering
up the downtrodden — that was Reb

Shimon.

In truth, Reb Feivish reminisces:
“The first day that I arrived at the
yeshiva I was greeted with a warm sha-
lom aleichem and a short conversation
by Reb Shimon. His greeting was more
than just perfunctory, he imparted to
me a feeling that he would make me feel
at home, that he would help me become a
part of the chabura, and that he would
help me along to shteig. I sensed right
away that I was in the presence of an
ehrlicher Yid and an oisgearibiter mentch.
His Shalom Aleichem and sever panim
yafos were his trademark and his very
essence and they eased the way for
many talmidim to become an integral

part the Yeshiva.

In every ensuing conversation that I
would have with him, be it in person
or on the phone there was tremen-
dous varemkiet where he would guide

me in how to think with the hashkofas



hatorah, the hashkofas hayeshiva and the
hashkofa and the mesorah of the Roshei
Hayeshiva shlita.”

A talmid who after tenth grade
complained to Reb Shimon that he
hasn’t grown at all since he came
to Yeshiva. Reb Shimon responded
went through the boy’s history in
Yeshiva, reminding this young bochur
how immature he was when he first
came to yeshiva. It was his way of

being mechazek this distraught boy.

Indeed, during my entire tenure
in Yeshiva for six ensuing years, fol-

lowed by years in Ponovez, Lakewood,

Pittsburgh and even moving back to
Woodmere, Reb Shimon followed me.
He encouraged me through failures and

congratulated me on successes.

There was hardly a talmid who went
through his classroom who did not have a
piece of Reb Shimon tagging along wherever

s nquiring on

he went, following his prog
ftis well-being. He has been gone for many
years now but 1 am sure that matter where
we go, no matter what we do, anyone who
ever had a connection with Reb Shimon,
still has rebbe, following behind, watching

and encouraging. Y'hi Zichro Boruch.
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The foyﬂowivng Elul, the; Roshei
Hayeshiva chose Rav Avrohom Yitzchok
Hoberman, an alumnus of the yeshiva, a
talmid of yeshivas Brisk and Lakewood,
and a son of Rav Zev, to teach the ninth

grade shiur.

In 1989, at an alumni rebuilding
breakfast, Rav Elya emphasized the
importance of rebuilding according to
the needs of future generations. The Rosh Hayeshiva went on to say, that not only will
future talmidim need nicer facilities, they will require more personal attention from the
hanhala, as well. The future Hanhala of the yeshiva must be able to involve themselves with
each and every bochur, more so than today. Consequently, the Roshei Hayeshiva began to
look for a s’gan menahel to bring a new chiyus to the high school by being involved with

the bochurim on a one-to-one basis. In Elul of 2002 Rav Yaakov Moshe Willner, an alum-

nus and a talmid of Yeshivas Brisk and Lakewood, was chosen.




~In Elul of 2003, Rav Leib, who had

been teaching virtually since the begin-
ning of the yeshiva’s existence, assumed
the position of second seder shoe’l
u’maishiv, while delivering chaburos
to the bais hamedrash bochurim on a
weekly basis. Rav Aharon Weintraub, an
alumnus of the yeshiva and a talmid of
yeshivas Brisk and Lakewood, was cho-

sen to teach the twelfth grade shiur.

Thus, the yeshiva continues to grow
and thrive. In retrospect, the entire
history of the yeshiva has been one of
remarkable resilience, weathering crises
both large and small. In part, this can
be attributed to the general approach
of adapting as necessary, maintain-
ing enough flexibility to accommodate
evolving needs and situations, while
never compromising the core vision and

mission of the yeshiva.







Fifty years i§1'~§urely a milestone, a time to reflect
on the yeshiv&’g accomplishments, its challenges
and the central role it has played in being mechan-
ech the elite vanguard of bnei Torah in America. It
is a time for alumni to celebrate their unique rela-
tionship with the yeshiva and the loyalty which does
1ot fade with time; a tangible reciprocal loyalty that
goes way beyond warm feelings of nostalgia. It is
also a time to recognize that, in light of the yeshiva’s
illustrious past, we can anticipate a bright and glori-

ous future, in the yet-to-be-recorded chapters of the

story of the Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia.
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Picture, if you will, a city with a population of approximately
250,000 Jews “boasting” the following statistics: one Jewish ele-
mentary school - with a student enrollment of about 250; sh'chita
practiced in high volume - without b'dika; dozens of “kosher
butchers”- two of them shomrei Shabbos; only 100 women using

a barely functioning mikveh.

Still, even those who were fully committed to

‘ i his was “Jewish Philadelphia” in the late 1940’s

early 1950’s. These and other indications
pointed to a city where commitment to authentic

Jewish life was held and practiced by a rare few.

Into this environment, we were told, a Yeshiva
was going to be planted. Yet, planted it was, in the
true sense of the word! This was a small sapling,
planted by a giant, Rav Aharon Kotler, zt'l, to be
carefully tended and nourished until it developed
into a full-fledged “/835m X" - a beacon unto the

world of Torah study and “yiras Hashem’”.

N
dw}

the project were not sanguine about their pros-
pects. Support from the local Orthodox commu-
nity could be expected, of course; but its numbers
were few and did not include any financial “heavy
hitters”. Help did also come, in fact, from some
Conservative Jews, who were actively involved in
helping the Yeshiva get started and this contin-
ued throughout the early years. Ultimately, the
Yeshiva student body grew from barely a minyan
to well over 200; its campus evolved from a small
Talmud Torah building in Strawberry Mansion to

its present multi-building presence in Wynnfield.



In this connection, one of the earliest support-
ers of the Yeshiva, who surely may be considered
a founder, was Rabbi Sholom Schneiderman zt’l.
He led a small Shul and Talmud Torah on Berks
Street in Strawberry Mansion; and it was in this
building that the Yeshiva started. Unfortunately,
he was killed in an automobile accident on the
way to a meeting about the Yeshiva. He was the
epitome of an old time European Rav, eschewing
the commercialism and other unsavory practices
common at that time. He always lent support
to worthy causes, and the revival of Orthodox
Jewish life in the city was due in large part to his
example of steadfast and active work on behalf of

the Yeshiva and other institutions.

More names of the past come to mind - people
who left an indelible mark on the Yeshiva. Edward
Gornish 1"y, was president until his untimely
demise in 1962. His wife, Sylvia 11"y, was for many
yearsafixturein the office. Julius Idstein, astaunch
worker and supporter of the k'lal, became a close
friend and valuable aide to the Roshei Yeshiva until
the end of his life. His wife, Senta was a prime
booster of the Yeshiva who made thousands of
phone calls to marshal attendance at dinners
and participation in other Yeshiva projects. Mr.
Hyman Korman and Mr. Nathan Perilstein were

officers and board members who provided strong

early financial and moral support.

=== == == === MEMORIES === == == == =<

Probably, the major crisis in the 50 years of the
Yeshiva’s existence was the fire on November 29,
1988 that destroyed the building at 6063 Drexel
Road. There were no injuries 113, nonetheless,
high hurdles had to be overcome. An emergency
meeting was held the evening following the fire,
attended by, among others, Rabbi Herman
Neuberger from Yeshiva Ner Israel of Baltimore
and Rabbi Avrohom Fruchthandler of Mesivta
Chaim Berlin, which, above all else demon-
strated the affinity and cordiality of the Yeshivos
towards each other. The first need was to provide
continuity for the students, despite the loss of a
major building housing the kitchen, dining room,
classrooms and some dormitory rooms. There was
an eight-day cushion, as Chanukah was about to
arrive. After the meeting was adjourned, we all
proceeded to City Hall to meet with the mayor,
who happened to live in the area and had actu-
ally witnessed the fire. He was very sympathetic
and promised to help minimize the red tape nor-
mally associated with this type of demolition and
rebuilding. We also received crucial assistance
from the Mayerfeld family of Vineland, N.J. in the
form of large trailers that collectively served as a

versatile substitute for the destroyed structures.

The immediate need was for a massive cash
infusion, to complete the new dormitory and

to design and reconstruct the burnt-out build-



ing. Rabbis Svei and Kamenetzky “hit the road”
2.15 they say — or rather the airways — traveling
throughout Europe and the United States, and, in
a relatively short time, were able to raise the nec-
essary funds to rebuild and improve the Yeshiva’s
physical plant. After Chanukah the student body
returned, to find ready facilities, albeit temporary,
but serviceable, to continue —virtually uninter-
rupted— their learning with the 7107 for which

the Yeshiva is so famous.

Today, many of our students are second and
third generation offspring of our early talmidim,
testifying to the strong bond created between the
hanhala and those pioneers during their years

with us.

The face of Jewish Philadelphia has also surely
undergone a drastic change over the last 50 years.
While no one institution or individual can take
credit for this remarkable revival, the Yeshiva is

certainly a vital and central feature on the new

“face” of Jewish Philadelphia.

Into any viable, enduring institution, young
blood has to be infused constantly, to assist and

to assure the perpetuation of the outlook and

\ 7 X 7 \ 7 X
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philosophy with which the Yeshiva was origi-

nally founded while remaining in tune with the

requirements of today’s students.

In this regard, Rabbi Sholom Kamenetsky and
Rabbi Yehudah Svei, who joined the hanhala
some time ago, have added much to the Yeshiva’s
“matzav horuchni”. This is the way the Yeshiva has
progressed and hopefully will continue to do so

‘ad sh’bo l'tzion goel”.
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"5 anuen” As we recount twice daily in Krias Shema, we are
enjoined to teach Torah to our sons so that they become knowledge-
able in Torah law and assume its perspective on life. And we, in
turn, turn to our yeshivos to do the job for us.

7 1}2 hat does that consist of? Just listen to your-
“self when you say Birchas HaTorah: “81 29pm ...
— make learning Torah sweet in our mouths and
in the mouths of our children.” And then: “/mmn
“mawS RN by e P b NING BN,
And may we and our offspring ... all know Your
Name and learn Your Torah for its own sake.” It’s
not just a wish or a prayer. It’s a goal, the target of

our game plan for our children’s lives.

So I enrolled my son Raphoel in the Yeshiva
of Philadelphia. He had been doing well, but I
thought he could do better. He enjoyed his learn-

ing, but he could aspire for more. And as long as

he satisfied his Rabbeim’s expectations, he seemed
to have no need to think in terms of reaching

beyond the school’s requirements.

He entered the Yeshiva of Philadelphia, and he
lost his complacency, in fact, from the moment
that he sat down in the shiur room of Rav Mendel
Kaplan 5"¥, he discovered that there were no
givens — not on the Gemora page and not in
life’s encounters. Every statement, every assump-
tion, every obvious fact had to be proven. Every
proof was open to challenge. And every chal-
lenge led to analysis and the peeling away of the

layers of superficial judgments. Which resulted



in re-examination and resolution. This process
endowed everything with a freshness, and noth-
ing is as geshmak as a freshly experienced lesson.

Thus, every day’s learning was a response to our

“N1 37pn?’ pleadings.
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This geshmak was accompanied by an over-
whelming sense of mission. This, in turn, was the
product of an extraordinary place fashioned by his
Roshei Yeshiva, a place that was an extension of
the pre-War Yeshiva of Kletzk. It was in Kletzk,
and then in Lakewood, where Rav Aharon
Kotler’s words and his every action demanded
that the bochurim be fully dedicated to learning,
totally immersed in Torah, completely guided by
Torah so they develop into bonafide bnei torah.
Philadelphia’s Roshei Yeshiva spent many years
under Reb Aharon’s guidance. Their words dur-
ing the half century of their leadership of the
Yeshiva echoed Reb Aharon’s entreaties, just as
Reb Aharon’s commanding and inspiring pres-

ence was reflected in their every gesture.

This geshmak and this sense of mission
were absorbed by my son during his years in
Philadelphia, and continue to inform his thought
and actions. I am thus overflowing with a debt of
gratitude to the Yeshiva for fulfilling my hopes as
articulated daily in birchas HaTorah — a debt that
does not fade, but continues to grow as the years

go by.



HORAV YAAKOV FFENSTERHEIM L .

The following article was excerpted from a
speech delivered by Rabbi Yaakov Fensterheim
at the Yeshiva dinner, March 12, 1995.

he parsha of 2> demonstrates how to fulfill
e obligation of hakaras hatov. The pasuk says
‘PoN NN DR DN I R a0 Sx nnat. Says
Rashi “ra1 mo3 98w ™. The parsha continues with
the words “ namny nuy? and Rashi defines this idea
as ‘5% nwan wS”. Hakoras hatov requires haromas

hakol.

Reb Yerucham Levovitz zt'l explains that “dibur”
is not merely one of the methods available in
expressing gratitude, rather it is integrated with

the very essence of hakaros hatov.

The creation of Adam HaRishon culminated
with “o»n npwi rana na. Only then did Adam
become “rPn wb”, which the Targum translates
as No5mm mmb. Koach haDibur comes from the
Ribbono Shel Olam alone. When a person has to
be makir tov, utilizing the most valuable medium
is pertinent to the very act of hakaros hatov. Thus,
it is the chush Hadibur which the Torah chose in

the mitzvah of bikurim.

manan 5y 0I8m s — that’s the way a person
has to be makir tov. The parsha tells us just to say
thank you is not enough. The parsha says that

you have to start with a8 7218 ™. You have

=== === |3 === === ===



to go back to the miaN. For me to properly be
makir tov, I have to go back to a hundred years
ago in America. When my alter zeide, Reb Moshe
Weberman, and my grandfather, Reb Mordechai
Tzvi Dicker, “shaft” a zah shtarke ruach in the
mishpacha, that they were zoche to have five gen-

erations of American born bnei torah.

Today, I have to go back and I have to thank
my father’s rebbe, Reb Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz.
The condition of yiddishkeit in America seventy

years ago was very poor. At a time when people

were struggling to keep kashrus and shabbos, Rav

Shraga Feivel had my father struggling over a tos-

fos and over the pshat in a pasuk in Tehillim.

I must thank my parents, for in the fifties when
everybody was pursuing the American dream,
they only had one hasaga that I should horava on

a blot gemara.

The biggest yasher koach that I feel that I am
mechuyav is to my first rebbe in Philadelphia. Reb
Zev Hoberman, who was my rebbe for 4 years in
Philadelphia. Reb Zev transformed us into bnei
torah. I must have been about 14 years old when I
told my parents that I was going to
sit and learn in a kollel. That was in
a time when there were only 50, 60
kollel yungerleit in America. This is

a hasaga not known to us.

Reb Zev taught us through
example. We actually lived together
with him in the same dorm, at 59-
39 Woodbine Avenue. Every day, as
we would walk in an out of the dor-

mitory, we'd witness Reb Zev over
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his gemora. We went to sleep to his kol
torah and we awoke to the greetings of

his children.

Reb Zev taught us that we don’t go
into chinuch for parnosa, we don't go
into chinuch for harbatzas hatorah, you
go into chinuch to shteig in learning, to
toil in Torah. Chinuch is a tzinor, cer-
tainly you're marbitz Torah, but it must
be a place that is condusive to contin-
uous growth in Torah. It was my expe-
rience in watching Reb Zev all those

years in Philadelphia, that guided me

to be marbitz torah in a yeshiva. In my
mind, that hasmoda was the result of

being away from the big city.

[also have to be makir tov to my and learn Ty 85%5 you have to be 7 into a

eltere bochurim in the Yeshiva. You don'’t realize tonahdike mishpacha. Baruch Haghem, [ was goche

how much an eltere bochur can actually impact 10 s it thee Mlieter Mushuped rdipasha, My

L h R i .
yoim, s Guthi Pamon e Shelke Yexlilel Do i shvey, zt'l never deviated from the path set forth
rently Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Derech Ayson in
¥ i in the Mir. My shviger, zul zein gezunt, constantly
Far Rockaway. When I came to the Yeshiva he )

sees to it that her sons-in-law should be able to sit
took me under his wings and he learned with me.

and learn nrmma. It is already twenty years since
Rav Yechiel guided me and he always advised me.

the marriage of her last child, yet she is still moser
And, I have to give him a yasher koach for the best F M
nefesh for their ruchniyos. This kind of support is
advice of it all. When Rav Yechiel Perr was 77wn f 4 i

into the novardohker mishpacha he called me and PRt Comunpnplsce:

said to me, “Yankel, if you want to be able to sit
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Throughout all the years in Yeshiva, the close-
ness and the warmth from Rav Shmuel was
unreal. Even before he moved into the neighbor-
hood, when he was yet in Strawberry Mansion,

he invited us there for shabbos.

[ still remember the first shiur that I heard from
Reb Shmuel when I went into the Bais Medrash.
We were learning ns by, and he said pshat in
the first Rashi, that it is a sha'la if yiush is m'taam

hefker or not.

Words cannot adequately express my gratitude
to the Rosh HaYeshiva, Rav Elya shlita. From that
first time that I ran to the door, to give him a

sholom aleichem until today the kesher becomes

shtarker and shtarker.

It took me years to appreciate the extent of

Over forty years ago, I was sitting in class,

in Mesivta Torah Vodaas when Reb Dovid

what he did for me. Before I was even in his shiur,

he would have a seder with me to tell me his shi-
Bender zt'l called us out - myself and a few

; ; wrim. Shabbos afternoons I would go to his house
other bochurim. He introduced us to Rav Yaakov B

v . where he would discuss the Shiurim. When I was
Kamenetsky zt'l and his son, 8"n52 Rav Shmuel. S A i

el G o thetr plari to make & yesbiv i in his shiur, [ had a seder with him pashut learning

Chumash and Rashi. Throughout all the years, he
Philadelphia. That day, Rav Shmuel learned with

was always there for me, in every single way, both
us the first amud in n»w . [ had such a geshmak,

in ruchniyos, and in gashmius, he helped me with
such a varmkeit that I decided right then and there

my mishpacha as well as with my talmidim.
that Philadelphia is the Yeshiva for me.



How many times after a hectic evening that I bitzen says to me, “Your Rosh HaYeshiva does it for

am on the phone, or I have to run to a bochur’s you. The Rosh Yeshiva has time for everybody, you

chasuna and I come home and I say “Oy.” My reb- have to have time for everybody!”
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4 very one of us has his own story of what stop at our house every two weeks on business and

.__brought him to the Yeshiva. For most, it was a at the same time persistently extol the virtues of

Rebbi, a sibling, a friend, or the like, who provided
the first inspiration. For me, it might just well

have been a do-it-yourself shoe repair kit.

When my father returned home from one of
his early business tours to Philadelphia, he spoke
with admiration of the Kamenetsky household.
In particular he related how he had seen the
Rebbitzen doing her own repairs on the children’s
shoes. Most people would have seen a precarious
financial situation; my father saw a value system.

Subsequently, when Mr. Erwin Weinberg would

the new Philadelphia Yeshiva, my father began to
listen. He never said so, but I believe he was influ-
enced by the values that he saw being practiced in
the Rosh Yeshiva’s house. The rest, as they say, is
history. While most of my eighth grade classmates
went on to the larger Brooklyn yeshivos headed by
the elder Roshei Yeshiva of the generation, I was
sent to a Yeshiva that was headed by two men in
their low thirties and had not yet seen three high
school graduations. In hindsight, I still marvel at
my father’s ability to see immediately what took

others many years.
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Indeed, hindsight, w5pm 7 masr, has twenty
- twenty vision. By training hindsight on key
little incidents, we can all recognize them now as
markers on the path that life has taken because of
the Yeshiva. In my case, a conversation that my
father 1"y and the late Vineland Rosh Yeshiva, Rav
Moshe Eisenmann zt’l, had even before I came to
the Yeshiva, takes on significance through the
lens of hindsight. “Mazel Tov” he told my father
when he learned of his decision to send me to

Philadelphia. “Ich herr az ihr vert a mechutan mit

»
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Philadelphia.” That phrase caught my ear then
but it wasn’t until I was a lot older that I fully
grasped its significance: you don’t just send your
child to a Yeshiva, he was saying. You become
a mechutan with it. That bespeaks a relationship;
that connotes a depth of commitment. Only as
the years progressed and I had occasion to call
upon the Roshei Yeshiva for assistance at life’s
critical junctures, did I recognize the depth of
that characterization. We all know that once you
learned in Philadelphia, you became a mechutan
with the Roshei Yeshiva. Your concern was their

concern and your joy was shared by them.

Of even more significance was the longer,
more serious conversation my father 1"y had
with ©'n52 Rav Shmuel, shlita, a few years later.
They spoke earnestly on the landing of the stairs
leading to the Bais Medrash in the 6063 building,
while I kept my respectful distance below. One
snatch of their dialogue, though, wafted down to
where [ was standing. “Nisht az mir zennen kegen
college,” I heard Rav Shmuel saying. “Mir zennen
far dem lernnen. Mr. Kempler, luzzt eiher zunn
lernnen. Z'kenn zeinn as Fvett fun ehm eppes zehn.”
To his everlasting credit, my father 7"y, born and
raised in Berlin — unquestioningly accepted this
Daas Torah. The rest of my life was shaped by
those first few words - and my trying to live up to

the last ones.

7 X 7 X 7 \ 7



While hindsight’s accurate vision helps us
detect the wisdom of decisions made long ago — or
regret the road not taken — chazal give us another

perspective.

1N P vOY TPl 7P 1NN P N
x5 125 1Bns Sy 12vem 1 o oy
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“If Reuven would have known that the Torah
would record that he saved Yosef, he would not
have placed him in a pit, rather, he would have-
carried Yosef on his shoulders to his father. If Boaz
would have known that it would say in the Torah

that he gave Rus a bit of toasted barley, he would
have fed her stuffed veal.”

In my first year in Philadelphia, I was zoche to
hear Maran Rav Aharon zt'l cite this chazal at
a Torah Umesorah Dinner, and ask the obvious
question: Why would Reuven or Boaz have acted
in a more ceremonious fashion had they realized
that their actions would be recorded in the Torah?
Were they like us, people who act better when
there is publicity? Chalilah, he answered. Although
I was perhaps too young to grasp the full meaning
of the Rosh Yeshiva's words (especially s"mce the

microphone failed at this point), I believe that the

== == == == == == ==
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gist of his answer was in line with something [ saw
years later from the Chiddushei Harim. Due to the
constraints of time, space and our own smallness,
the Chiddushei Harim explains, we don’t ourselves
realize the importance of our actions. Sometimes
their actual character is not clear to us. It takes
the words of the Torah — & M0 - to put actions

into their true perspective.

In the simplest of terms, Reuven succeeded
in derailing the plans of his brothers. Yet, they
certainly thought they wanted to do right. So,
he himself may have had doubt. Did he save his
brother — mwss n5¥n — the greatest of mitzvos? Or,
was he an obstacle to their proper intentions? At
the time, it might not have been clear. Perhaps,
as a result, he may have acted a bit hesitantly.
Had he known, though, that the Torah would
write 18", he would have acted differently. He
would have known the true value of his action.
Similarly, Boaz gave a friendless, impoverished
M a bit of barley. Was he simply doing a mitzvah
of being 27p1 a MM — or was he taking the first
small step towards the establishment of mn Mt
1! Perhaps Boaz himself didn’t know. But, we
know. 5p 115 b2 is part of M N5 — the Torah’s
record of the genesis of 7 ma mabn. Had he

known that, Boaz would have acted accordingly.




This, the Chiddushei Harim says, is what chazal

mean: TOY Tyn Apamy w P oW, Had
Reuven realized what Hashem says about him
—and not how things appeared to him — he would

have been more confident of his own actions.

When Rav Shmuel, shlita, took those first fal-
tering steps to establish a Yeshiva in Strawberry
Mansion, did he realize what he was doing?
Probably not. He might have realized that he was
creating an environment for motivated younger

bochurim to learn away from the city. Or perhaps

that he was bringing something positive to the
large Jewish population of a city cynically referred
then to as an MR . But could he have fore-
seen that he was establishing a role model yeshiva
that would alter the pattern of learning in the
American yeshiva system? Or, could he have
foreseen the trend he was establishing, one which
would bring Yeshivos to communities elsewhere,
from Scranton to St. Louis, Boston to Denver,
and thereby alter the spiritual landscape of the
American Torah community. I doubt it. A few
years later, when Rav Shmuel asked Rav Elya, shli-
ta, to join him, did they realize they were creating
a partnership that would define a generation of
Bnei Torah? Probably not. At the time, they might
have thought only of the moment - that their Bais

Medrash needed chizuk.

Yes, had the Philadelphia Roshei Yeshiva realized
50 years ago what their actions would mean to
Torah in America, they might have acted with
more pomp and circumstance. But, that's what
we're here for tonight. To make up with a bit
of 113 5y 1o - a little publicity — and 25y
nmnd — a gala Dinner — for not celebrating an

event that went so little noticed years ago.

Today, of course, we can see the value of what
people did 50 years ago, better than they them-
selves could have then. But, the story isn’t over
yet. In fact, the best is still to come. The mpS~

concludes with the following stirring words:
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“In the past, a person would perform a mitzvah
and the nevi’im would record it. Now that there
are no longer nevi'im, who records it? men 1o

and Hashem seals it.”

It takes the perspective of MN1I to ascertain
the true value of a person’s mitzvah. Today, we
no longer have that. But, in the end, when the
effect of every mitzvah performed will be appreci-
ated in terms of how it figured in bringing about

the ultimate 75w then we'll truly realize what

was done.

Tonight, we can celebrate the long range effects
of the Yeshiva's founding fifty years ago. But,
our vision is still limited. Is it humanly possible
to gauge the effect the Yeshiva has had Sy wby
Ay Snwn yn 5 Sy ama? But, when we will see
how much the mmn and o NN generated by
those faltering steps taken fifty years ago affected
the cause of o8 and mwnn o , then, we'll
know. Then, we'll really celebrate s, May we
all — together with the Roshei Yeshiva, ' T
o amwa - be zoche to have reservations at

that Great Dinner.







HORAV YOSEF MERMELSTEIN

The following article was translated from a yid-
dish speech delivered by Horav Yosef Mermelstein
at the Yeshiva dinner, March, 2003.

'{ want to apologize to all my relatives and friends

accept the award, yet I did not call them to accept

who might be thinking to themselves what a fine
fellow I am — that I agreed to take this award and
now they are forced to come and participate in my
honor. I would like them to understand; my con-
nection to the Roshei Hayeshiva goes back over 35
years — and during this period, I called on them
for advice or assistance countless times, never to
receive a “no.” 1, in turn, was unable to say “no” to

an opportunity to help the yeshiva.

Truthfully speaking, I must apologize to the
Roshei Hayeshiva as well. They called me a few

weeks ago on a Motzoei Shabbos, to ask me to
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until that Wednesday. I would like to explain to

the Roshei Hayeshiva how I could do it.

Rav Chaim Brisker once needed to raise a
sum of money for a certain purpose. He went
to a certain town and stayed by someone named
Zeldowitz. This individual proceeded to ask Reb
Chaim how much money he needed to raise for
this project. Reb Chaim answered that he needed
100,000 rubles. Upon hearing this, Reb Zeldowitz
said, “Rebbe, you sit in the house and learn and

I will raise all the money that you need.” After



two weeks, he gave Reb Chaim 50,000 explaining

that the rest would soon follow. Two weeks later,
he presented to Reb Chaim another 50,000 rubles.
Reb Chaim was overjoyed with the success of his

mission.

Suddenly, a man came to Reb Chaim with a
complaint. He wanted to summon Zeldowitz to
a din Torah. He went on to explain, that he had
a partnership with Zeldowitz that in any devar
mitzvah in which Zeldowitz would be involved, he
would be a 50-50 partner. Yet, now Zeldowitz gave
the whole 100,000 rubles from his own money and

didn’t let his partner give his share.

Reb Chaim looked at both of them incredu-
lously. He turned to Zeldowitz and asked “Is it

true that you gave me all this money from your

o

own pocket, then why did it take a month to give
it to me.” Zeldowitz explained that although he
decided immediately to give Reb Chaim all the
money himself — the decision was in his sechel,
but his heart was not on that level. So it took two
weeks until his heart was holding by giving 50,000
rubles and then an additional two weeks for the

remaining 50,000.

I too, was in a similar situation. Not for a
moment did I waiver or question if I would accept
this award. Yet, although my sechel knew that I
would, I needed time to work on myself so that my

heart as well would be holding by it.

Having said this, [ would like to point out a
contrast. | mentioned earlier that no matter how

many times I would call the Roshei Hayeshiva with



requests or questions, I never received a “no.” But
in truth, it is really much more than that. They
didn’t just not say “no.” I called them for many
many reasons. Whether it was for an eitzah or for
shiduchim, regardless of how time consuming or
uncomfortable it might have been for them, they
never refused me. There was always the reassur-
ing “yes"— without hesitation or reservation. They
were always there — ready to do. I remember, sit-
ting in my chair after hanging up the phone with
tears in my eyes reflecting upon the message I was
given. “We are here, ‘hineini,” throw your burden
on us, we will help you carry it,” that was the clear

message we received by each and every call.

It is however, a bit perplexing. No hesitation,
no reluctance, heart and sechel together, ready to
help regardless of personal consideration. Was
Zeldowitz wrong? Does this not take time and

effort to reach this level of self sacrifice?

The answer is — Zeldowitz was right — of course
a heart must be worked on to reach such high lev-
els of giving. And I am sure that many years ago
— the Roshei Hayeshiva did just that. But there is
a big difference. After reaching the level to will-
ingly give 50,000 rubles — the next 50,000 rubels

needs the same work. Giving 50,000 rubles doesn’t

make the next 50,000 come any easier. The Roshei
Hayeshiva — they gave up not 50,000 ruble, not
100,000 and not a million. Rather, their whole
mNEn was given over for their talmidim and for
klal yisroel. The Roshei Hayeshiva gave over their
entirety to help others welcome with their whole
heart, any opportunity to assist talmidim and klal
yisroel without any hesitation.

Having had the benefit of these few weeks
to reflect upon my relationship with the Roshei
Hayeshivah, my heart as well as my sechel is filled
with happiness to accept this award. I welcome
this chance to publicly express my deepest hakoros
hatov to the Roshei Hayeshivah for all they have
done for me. Who knows how my life would look

today if not for the Roshei Hayeshivah.



I would like to speak, however, about a different
point. Chazal state: “If the early generation is like
angels then we are like people. If the earlier gen-
erations are likened to people than we are similar
to donkeys in comparison to them.” The Alter
from Kelm says that chazal are trying to make an
important point that we must understand. The
difference between the earlier generations and the
later ones is not that they were better or greater.
Rather, the contrast is that the earlier generations
are totally different, a completely different entity.
We must, however, understand what is the impor-
tance of this distinction? What is the difference if

they are greater or a different mn?

The answer I feel, is one of the foundations of
the proper transmission of the mesorah from one
generation to the next. What is the definition of
‘greater’? Greater means that we are both in the
same ball park. We both have the same scope
of concepts. Just he might be smarter and more
learned. But if we are in the same league, then
I retain the ability to question what he says and
to make my own evaluations of his ideas. I might
choose to accept some of his theories while reject-

ing others.

Chazal are teaching us that this understanding

of the difference between the generations is incor-
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rect. “If the earlier ones are like D8, then we
are like people.” Can a person understand a 8o
at all? Do they share the same scope of concepts?
Are there any similarities at all between a person
and a donkey? Can we relate at all to R* Akiva
Eiger? Was he just much smarter than us or a big-
ger masmid? The entirety of his being is so totally

removed from us. We can’t begin to fathom it.

As I reflect upon this yesod of the true transmis-
sion of the mesoras haTorah, I realize that this is the
chinuch that we, the talmidim of the Philadelphia
Yeshivah were zoche to receive. Entering the
Yeshivah, we immediately realize the chain that
separated us from the Roshei Hayeshivah. What
we thought were correct questions we realized
were not so. The answers we thought so brilliant
were shown to be false. The mussar ideals we were
exposed to were incomprehensible at times. The
Roshei Yeshiva’s Neilah drashos, when with a voice
choked with tears he would demand of us that we
concern ourselves with kavod shamayim. These
were ideals that were far removed from the under-

standing of such young bochurim.

There was so much that we didn’t understand,
yet we learned. So much was above our heads, yet
we strived to reach those lofty heights. How is this
done? How can a person learn from a 85 since

so much is uncomprehensible?
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The answer is that a person, with his sechel can’t
learn from a 854, The only way to bridge the gap
and learn from a 98 is by laying your sechel to
the side. You must be mevatel yourself to the 85
and begin to develop a whole new way of thinking
— a whole new way of understanding. You have to
give over your total “zich) your whole entirety and
only then can you hope to be able to internal-
ize the lessons and ideals being transmitted. Yes,
a young bochur can develop a feeling for kavod
shamayim and avodas hashem, if he is willing to
totally commit himself to be mevatel his entirety

to his rebbeim.

There is, however, one more question remain-
ing and it is a difficult one. How could the Roshei
Hayeshivah develop a system of chinuch based
on this yesod? Is that not too much to ask from
a young bochur? Is it realistic to expect young
talmidim to be prepared to be mevatel themselves
to their rebbeim when many adults are unable to

do so?

This is a very tough question — yet the answer is
very simple and every single talmid can testify to
its veracity. The answer is that we saw it. We saw
Roshei Yeshivah who were mevatel their sechel to
their rebbeim and to the earlier generations. Their
whole beings were dedicated to understanding the
earlier generations and be mevatel themselves to
that mesorah. We saw this and were therefore able
to attempt to imitate it in our little ways. We per-
ceived that the mesorah we were exposed to was

the mesorah of a previous generation. The da'as

HORAV YOSEF MERMELSTEIN E—=—====0=7=+H(

torah that the Roshei Hayeshivah possessed was the
ddas torah of the previous generation that they
acquired through the hisbatlus. Being exposed to
living examples of the gadlus of the previous dor
made it easy for talmidim to have the trust to be

mevatel themselves to this special chinuch.

How can one say thank you for this? How
can one adequately express his appreciation to
someone who gave the gift of life itself — a life
of Torah and avodas hashem. The only way one
can thank their parents is by attempting to give
them nachas — that is the true thank you for par-
ents. So too, I feel, is the approach for talmidim
to try and express our appreciation to the Roshei
Hayeshivah. If we talmidim will try to dedicate our
lives to bring out kovod shomayim in all that we
do, it would bring the greatest nachas ruach to our
Roshei Hayeshivah.
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f all physical dimensions time, is the most per-
sive, the cardinal creation that is the framework
for all the others. It, more than anything else, is
what makes us human. Eternity, that plane where
time does not exist, is Divine, for Him alone.
Human Beings are confined to a linear existence,
bound by the constraints of time. TNPmM PN 3R
™. We age as we go from one experience to
another, in single file. The nostalgic pangs that
we feel when we venture to reconcile experiences
from our different ages is our meager attempt to
transcend the boundaries of time, to achieve
something superhuman, to encroach upon the

Divine.
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Age is highly personal, guarded like a delicate
possession. We see ourselves within the context
of age more than any other singular attribute. We
view recent history and world events, and needless
to say, our own experiences, relative to how old we
were at the time that they occurred. Only through
the barometer of age, do we dare compare our-
selves to others. Achievements of youth are ulti-

mately more valuable than those of later years.

The camaraderie that can be achieved between
friends of the same age, Bnai Gil, is unparalleled.
They can share familiar sentiments that the rest
of the world cannot feel. Observe classmates
reminiscing about old times and you will sense

the tangible bond that they share.



My B'nai Chabura and 1 have the unique dis-
tinction of sharing the same age as the Yeshiva.
As we honor the Yeshiva upon its’ Yovel, we com-
memorate our own Yovel as well. The thoughts and
emotions that we attribute to the Yeshiva at this
juncture are, for us, very personal and intimate.
Milestones invite retrospection, compelling us to

justify and evaluate our stature and standing.

On Yom Hakodosh, the designated day for
introspection when we are charged to resolve the
disparities between our past and our present, we
declare "2 % 170 85w 7. These are not words
of despair. To the contrary, they exalt and empha-
size the worth of the penitent. Had I been created
at some previous time, ¥EM 85 TP, 1 would not
have been of value, "1 W\, It is here, in this
time and in this place that [ am significant, it is
here and now that my triumphs resound and my
failures devastate. It is my contributions and those
of my age group alone that form and define this
moment in history. Neither past nor future genera-

tions can accomplish what we can for this era.

This Yovel began in the post war years, a brief
interlude of unprecedented elation. The victors
were engaged with rebuilding the ravages of
Europe and rehabilitating the vanquished ene-

mies. Predominant as America now was, it was
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determined to spread its influence across the
globe. Little did it know that the empires that it
helped create would rise up against it with such
vehemence. The United States was convinced
that it had realized the dream of pursuit of happi-
ness. No one would have dreamed of the internal
unrest that the sixties would bring. As Jews, we
were living in the shadow of the great destruction
of European Jewry in a self-imposed euphoria.
Lucky to have survived, we were afraid to disturb
the security of our haven lest we invoke the ire
of the outside world by reminding them of the
great tragedy that had befallen us and that they
did so little to prevent. It took years before the
Eichmann trial, and the term Holocaust was not
yet even coined. We spoke of it in hushed tones
as if we were ashamed that the others would hear.
Outwardly we were content, grateful to this great

haven of religious tolerance.

It was a time of cold war. Churchill’s iron
curtain had closed off all vestiges of Eastern
Europe. Although we, as Yeshivaleit, yearned for
the warmth and the Yiddishkeit that we had heard
about and witnessed in our parents and Rebbeim,
they were far removed from us. Those Yeshivos
and Kehillos that fired our enthusiasm and fed
our dreams no longer existed. Even the physical

areas were unreachable by travel, with virtually



no communication to anyone who may have been
left there. We were, in short, a new American
generation, severed from the prior generation in a
way that denied us access to any notion of Eastern
Europe. Much as we wanted to be a part of that
generation, to our chagrin, our youth, our style,

and even our humor were strictly American.

It was to this oasis in this most turbulent of
centuries that we were born and the Yeshiva,
simultaneously, took root. In a purely American,
“out-of-town” city sorely lacking in Yiddishkeit
and, indeed, even antagonistic towards it, the
Yeshiva began as a fledgling of the great tree that

had been planted in Lakewood a decade earlier.
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Despite the unlikely place and improbable period,
the aura of kovod hatorah that was the hallmark of
all who had lived be'Derech Yisroel Saba since his
time shone brightly within its hallowed halls. The
basic credo of the Yeshiva was that Torah is end-
less mavm mondmm AP oMA; complacency could
not be tolerated. We savored each chiddush, each

shiun, but we always felt uneasy.

27 55w wywan qmamn Sp man wer The 8™ gives
amoshol of a heroic soldier who is being rewarded
for his valor. The King gives him one full day to
gather as much treasure as he can from the booty
of his defeated enemies. His exuberance is tem-

pered with despair as the day goes on and he real-




izes how much he will have to leave over when the

day is done. This is how pew differs from nnme:
P comes with an underlying P». An encoun-
ter with the 0 PN leaves in its wake a feeling
of unfulfillment. It is this combination of joy and

anguish that is the obsession of the ben torah.

The great nineteenth century philanthropist,
Baron David Gunzburg was introduced to the
Yeshiva world by Rav Yisroel Salanter. Rav Laizer
Gordon, who was then serving as Rosh Yeshiva in
Kelm, had asked Rav Yisroel to join him when the
Baron accepted his invitation to visit his Yeshiva.
Having recently graduated from St. Petersburg
University with a degree in Oriental studies,
Baron Gunzburg was also well versed in Judaic
studies, albeit from tutors who were renowned
maskilim. His first reaction upon witnessing the
bais medrash in session was to criticize the basic
regimen. He asked why it was that in all institu-
tions of higher learning there were various levels
of classes, with each class studying in its own
study hall. Whereas here all of the students,
younger and older, study together packed into
one study hall. Rav Yisroel’s reply was that this
is the way of Torah: together it was received at

Sinai and together it is studied and probed. This

wn

is the most suitable system for a Yeshiva. In this
short dialogue, Rav Yisroel succinctly defined the
essence of a Yeshiva. The experience of kabolas
hatorah is an on going occurrence that never
ceases. A Yeshiva transcends time and place and
performs a constant reenactment of Har Sinai. It
proves that Torah is not linear, that there are no
barriers between what we learn here and what we

learned at Sinai.

I recall my first encounter with our Yeshiva
when I came as an eighth grader for my entrance
farher. I wrote to my parents that night, and, in an
emotional letter told them how impressed I was
with what I had seen. I really wanted to be a part
of the Yeshiva. One thought and the surge that I
felt when I wrote it remains in my mind. Here, I
wrote, is a place where everybody lives together
and learns together as one. What is remarkable
about that letter, besides from the fact that I
remember it so clearly, is that a thirteen-year-old
boy rarely expresses his feelings in such a fashion
to his parents. Something must have touched the
stirrings of a neshoma that remembered such an
experience from long ago, feelings that only a

friend of the same age, a Ben Gil, can evoke.



hazal reveal that the secret of klal yisroel's
survival and success in all situations is “Yeshivoh
Imohem” Whether in the midst of a difficult golus
such as mitzrayim or throughout the trials and
tribulations of the midbor, the “Yeshivoh imohem”

kept klal yisroel going.

However it is not only the klal that have to sub-

scribe to this secret.
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Each individual’s success is likewise mea-
sured by the extent one implements and carries
“Yeshivoh Imohem” through the various stages of
his life. “Yehivoh Imohem” is what gives us the
strength to withstand our nisyonos and to grow in
our avoidas hashem no matter when or where we

find ourselves.

Our revered Roshei Yeshiva shlita were zocheh
to establish a Beis Ulpana [ Torah, Avodoh and
Middos Tovos which year after year produces true
bnei torah. If the true measure of a yeshiva’s suc-

cess is the degree to which the talmidim go out



into the world carrying with them the all impor-
tant “Yeshivoh Imohem”, then the Roshei Yeshivah

have succeeded beyond all expectations.

This success can be attributed to the excep-
tional and remarkable role models the Roshei
Yeshivah together with the rest of the wonderful
rebbeim and the mashgiach shlita were and are for
us. The impact they had on us during our years in
yeshiva, serves as the “Bais Ulpana L'Torah” that
accompanies us throughout our lives and is the

yesod for “Yeshivoh Imohem”

[ am sure that all of us can point to situations of

nissayon where the shmuessin of Reb Shmuel shlita
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by seudoh shlishis exhorting us to “trachten vegen
yenem” or the shmuessin of Reb Elya shlita before
753 demanding of us “nanm N, kept us out of
trouble. We can all point to the lesson of the cen-
trality of Torah, “oy5% ™8 mn”, that the Roshei
Yeshiva so exemplified and continue to exemplify,
which is what sent us along the Derech HaTorah

marbnn npaTa.

Of course all these lessons are absorbed in more
subtle ways, by merely being in the environment
of the yeshiva. The Roshei Yeshiva succeeded in
creating an environment that was rich in yiras
shomayim and middos toios which was enhanced
by the many special personalities who were fix-
tures in the yeshiva. Whether it was, for example,
Reb Mendel zt'l, whose very presence (even before
learning in his shiur) gave us a glimpse of the pre-
war yeshivah world along with the mussar of Reb
Yeruchom and “Der Alter”. Or, Dr. Askowitz zt'l,
who when we came back from breakfast to start
seder, was always standing in the back corner
of the bais medrash in tallis and tefillin learning
until 10:00 before starting his work day. Or, Mr.
Friedman zt'l who displayed a great degree of emu-
nah and temimus. That, and his simchas hachayim
was a powerful lesson in how a yid should be in

those inyonim.
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We, as talmidim, benefited from the insular
énvironment (as much as is possible in the U.S.)
that prevailed in yeshiva. Distractions were
almost nonexistent, thus, the yeshiva kept a tone
which was conducive for applying ourselves to
our learning. Yet at the same time we were sup-
plied with the tools to cope with and adjust to
the “real world”. It was only then, when our eyes
were “opened”, that we began to appreciate the
true gadlus of the Roshei Yeshiva, especially the
exceptional relationship of mutual respect and

cooperation that they share.

If we further examine the words of chazal we
are struck by the phrasing of "arm s s 8
— “the yeshiva did not leave from them”. It would
seem more appropriate to have said, they did not

leave the yeshiva.

Perhaps we can explain that chazal are telling

»

us an additional aspect of “Yeshivoh Imohem’
Not only did our forefathers not separate from
“Yeshiva”, but also the “Yeshiva” did not separate
from them. “Yeshiva” was always there, always
available, they just had to be aware of this and

connect themselves to “Yeshivoh Imohem””

This is especially true of the Talmudical Yeshiva

of Philadelphia; the yeshiva literally accompanied

wn
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the alumni. Any bochur entering its gates became
a lifetime member. The Roshei Yeshiva keep track
of their talmidim as they continue along life’s path.
Any need, whether spiritual, monetary or emo-
tional; the Roshei Yeshiva are there for us. In many
cases it is b geder "MyN N1 NP DO in a fatherly
manner, they anticipate our needs and strive to

better our situation as much as possible.

We all have a great debt of gratitude to mnawn
mrdy for having placed us in “Philly” and to
the Roshei Yeshiva for all they have done for us.
The best expression of our gratitude is for us to
strengthen our kesher with “Yeshivoh Imohem”
and to refresh the lessons we absorbed during our
formative years in yeshiva and to reapply them in
the framework of our present mature understand-
ing. It is only through such an ongoing and steady
process that we can hope to attain the 73 of

being 137 M2 5y W after forty years.

As we mark this momentous milestone of Yoivel
let us lift up our hearts in tefilla to the Ribbono
Shel Olam for the continued success of the Yeshiva
5 58 Srm and that i773pn should grant the Roshei
Yeshiva shlita gezunt, harchovas hadaas, and koach
to continue producing bnei torah amitiyim ad bias

goeel tzedek bimheirah b*yomeinu, amen.
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What Jhiladvelphiizs Veshite Meares To Me...
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As [ sit down to write this article I am overwhelmed by its title. Philadelphia
Yeshiva means everything to me. From my youth growing up in Philadelphia with
parents whose breath was the Yeshiva and all its needs, to becoming a Talmid and
learning first hand from the illustrious Roshei HaYeshiva and devoted Rebbeim,
to becoming an alumnus and eventually a Rebbe and parent myself appreciat-
ing more and more, day after day the lessons and life skills we were taught in so
many different ways. Philadelphia Yeshiva doesn't merely teach Bnai Torah it
molds and creates them. For this | am truly indebted.

y parents home was one in which 701 m22
> was paramount. This was taught to us in
many ways but in particular with how they dealt
with the Roshei HaYeshiva and made the Yeshiva
a part of our daily lives. They spent time in board
meetings, consulting with the Roshei HaYeshiva
on a wide array of topics varying from halacha
and hashkofa to Yeshiva finances, enjoying the
Yeshiva's simchos and at times even its pain. Not
only were the Roshei HaYeshiva so very important
but the bochurim of the Yeshiva, boys who spent

their days and nights toiling in Toras HaShem,
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were important as well. A Purim didn’t pass with-
out us waiting for the bochurim to visit our home
as it was a momentous occasion we all looked

forward to.

Upon entering the maw» oma as a Talmid
myself, I witnessed first hand what my parents
had supported all those years. The care, concern,
love and admiration the Yeshiva and its rebbeim
had for each and every talmid was unparalleled. In
their eyes, each talmid was a fundamental build-

ing block in the future of klal yisroel. Linking that



bright future with the 7mD® they were taught by
Reb Aharon zt'l was their goal. Young, impres-
sionable American bnai torah were the o092 they
were given to work with. As I look back at the
many talmidim the Yeshiva had during my nopn,
and the many diverse paths in life they have cho-
sen, it is truly a tribute to the Yeshiva that all of

us share in the derech we were taught.

There are so many different aspects of what
makes a “Philadelphia bochur” but I'd like to
focus on just one of them. By countless examples,
we were taught that great people are a result of
doing the little things right. No matter what we

were to do, both inside and outside of the Yeshiva,

it needed to be done completely and correctly.

So many different pymw were given, but the
common denominator amongst them was either
perfecting our actions, by not leaving lights on
or by treating even the janitorial staff with the
dignity becoming a &ypH& 85, or striving to learn
better because each and every facet of our lives

was governed by how we learned.

I remember vividly one summer when the Rosh
HaYeshiva, Reb Shmuel, was kind enough to visit
Camp Dora Golding, where [ serve as Learning
Director. The only stipulation that the Rosh
HaYeshiva made was that he needed a ride back
to Philadelphia as soon as Shabbos was over. On
Sunday morning the Rosh HaYeshiva called to

thank my wife for the beautiful Shabbos, while
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apologizing that he hadn’t said goodbye the
night before because he needed to get back to
Philadelphia right away and did not have time to
return to the bungalow. The Rosh HaYeshiva who
had given of his hectic schedule to do us a favor
was concerned that maybe he had left and forgot-

ten a thank you.

The Rosh HaYeshiva taught us the power of a
few, thoughtful words. He once impressed upon
me at a chasuna how important it is to compli-
ment the waiter on the food, because he might
in turn pass the compliment on to the chef. On a
different occasion, upon meeting my father in law
in Cleveland the Rosh HaYeshiva gave him regards

from each of my children by name.

Who can forget how Reb Mendel zt'l would
hone in on the little nuances of the American
world and compare it to the life he lived in Mir
in Shanghai & Baranovich with Reb Yeruchem
& Reb Elchonon zt”] as role models. In the inside
flap of my Kiddushin Gemora is story after story of
the gedolim of Europe that Reb Mendel saw and
learned from and shared with his talmidim. Each
story was lined with the mussar that made us yearn
to live that life ourselves. It was mussar that only
Reb Mendel could give, in his very special way,

and that remains with his talmidim today so many

years later. On a personal note, my entire family is

grateful and will never forget the special last 7123
that the Roshei HaYeshiva gave at the levaya just a
few months ago of my mother a”h, who together
with my father z”l helped be o™ the Yeshiva.
When we thanked the Roshei HaYeshiva for all
their efforts the response was, “and didn’t your
parents make efforts on behalf of the Yeshiva, and
shouldn’t we show 2mn mon.” These are a few
examples of the countless many, of how daily; we
would witness people who impressed upon us by

example how a ben torah was supposed to live.

This concept was also taught to us very clearly
in our learning. One could not simply ask the Rosh
HaYeshiva, Reb Elya a 8p on a N"aw, rather the

gemora, rashi and tosfos needed to be said in it’s
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entirety first, then and only then if our question
hadn’t already resolved itself were we allowed to
ask. Reb Elya would listen carefully to our every
word gleaning the extra and superfluous ones and
leaving us with a clarity of the pshat which was
his goal. Reb Elya taught us how to be 53pta from
others as well. Once, when I was in 11th grade,
Reb Yitzchock asked me to run across to the bais
medrash to get a sefer. There I found Reb Elya and
a bochur from the bais medrash who were talking
in learning. In a meek and quiet voice the bochur
told the Rosh HaYeshiva a 8120 which the Rosh
HaYeshiva thought was lacking. In a loud voice
the Rosh HaYeshiva told him so over and over
again quite emphatically. The bochur listened and

in his meek voice defended his logic. There was

quiet for a moment. Then, as loudly as the Rosh
HaYeshiva had shouted earlier he now responded
with, “lmoppy o 11 ,pownN” Watching this
as a High School bochur 1 was taught the lesson
of a lifetime — you could be the Rosh HaYeshiva,
respected & revered world-wide, make a small
mistake in front of a bochur 40 years younger,
and say so without a qualm! This is what it meant

to learn and have a true nuxT wipa.

In the High School each and every rebbe left his
own imprint on the learning of the bochurim in
his shiur. Reb Shimon zt'l taught his little “boyus”
that learning was 2mwn with a patience that was
unparalleled, Reb Yaakov gave us a geshmak in
learning, Reb Yitzchock exposed us to lomdus,
and Reb Laib showed us first-hand gadlus b Torah.
All of this in an atmosphere permeated with the
love, concern and mawe of the Mashgiach, Reb
Avrohom, laced with the mbwanm and we: mmon
of the Menahel, Reb Uri. Upon this steadfast
foundation we entered into the bais medrash and
whose life wasn’t inspired in a myriad of ways
by Reb Mendel and the shiurim of the Roshei

HaYeshiva?

Often, relationships end once daily interaction
concludes. But in the life of a typical Philadelphia

bochur they become stronger and ever more appre-



ciated. The Yeshiva, its rebbeim, and the Roshei
HaYeshiva continue to play an essential role in
the lives of their talmidim. No matter what sort
of life a talmid has chosen for himself the Roshei
HaYeshiva are never too busy to give advice and
provide a listening ear no matter what the topic
or what time of day or night it is. I for one have
been told by both the Roshei HaYeshiva on numer-
ous occasions that there is no time that is too
late or too early, if we are needed we want to be
called. Many times I will talk over an issue with
an old chaver and we will say, “What would Reb
Elya have said,” or “Reb Shmuel would never have
allowed this.” The Yeshiva taught and continues
to teach an entire thought process to its talmidim
imparting to them the ability to make the right

decisions with the right priorities.

I could continue writing pages and pages of
thoughts and feelings of gratitude for what the
Yeshiva has done for me, and it would still only
touch the tip of the iceberg. But I'd like to con-
clude with a short moshol I heard in the name
of Reb Meir Chodosh zt"l. He was known to say
that when one stands atop a high mountain and

looks around at the scene that surrounds him he

wn
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will see many different things. Trees of many dif-
ferent colors and types, people from all strides of
life, buildings of many shapes and sizes, bridges,
cars, and much much more. It seems from his
panoramic view that this is a work of art with
everything fitting just right, as if each piece was
made to be together just the way they are. Upon
his descent he speaks to the farmer who planted
the trees, the architects who designed the build-
ings and bridges, the manufacturers who made
the cars, together with the people in the streets,
and to his surprise none of them had any of the
same intentions! So too, said Reb Meir, it is with a
Yeshiva. Every bochur has his personal 7may, and
is taught in a way that is special to him. But as
time goes on and everyone leaves the Yeshiva and
goes on his way from the panoramic view it is a
beautiful picture with everyone fitting beautifully

while fulfilling his 7pan as a 7N 2.

For this and so many other things all of us, the
talmidim of the Philadelphia Yeshiva, are so very
grateful. It is our 1212 that the Roshei HaYeshiva

and the rabbeim should be 713% to be Twnh their
W NNkl wTpn Nmay
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Several years ago 1 met an old friend from Yeshiva who said to me in the
course of reminiscing “1 still remember the speech you made at your nmyo
7o . 1 can still remember the utter simplicity of you declaring - 1 AM
A PHILLY GUY - and hearing that, somehow stuck in my mind.” Soon
afterwards 1 took to thinking about this youthful proclamation. 1 began to

wonder if perhaps | was onto something without realizing it at that time.

s our years in Yeshiva recede further into the
past) the natural tendency is for this connection
to weaken. After all, we meet new Rebbeim who
are PN on us, make new friends and move into
other areas of life. What ma»e then do we still
have with our “lw pwyna”? . While it is easy
enough to say that the years spent learning in
Yeshiva provide the base on which our lives are
built, I believe the connection is stronger, that
our Yeshiva years remain with us on a day-to-day
basis. I have always felt this connection but some-

how could never quantify it. It is my hope that in
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the course of writing this piece I will be able to

explain this feeling a little bit better.

The N} in & pTIMD MO0 brings a s with
b s who called seven people to sit on 7
to decide if a Mpn N was required. When eight
people arrived he announced that the one who
had come unasked should leave. Upon hearing
this, S8 stood up and left, not because he was
the culprit but rather so as not to embarrass the
individual who was. The 8113 then asks: 831

15 1? Where did S8 learn that it was
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better to embarrass oneself rather then allow the
actual perpetrator to be shamed? The 813 then
lists several similar stories of o bn, who had
learned to act in this manner from their rebbeim
tracing it all the way back to W31 mwn. After relat-
ing each story the N3 asks the same question

- 15wy 8o ? From where did he learn this?

Reb Chaim Shmulevitz 5”31 is bothered by the
NI repeatedly asking 15 a3 827w, Why does
the N3 assume that such behavior must be
learned from someone! The stories related are
about 85y " who surely understood logically
N7201 to behave in this manner? It would seem
that not embarrassing another person is simple

enough to understand on ones own. mNt Reb

]
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Chaim Shmulevitz that the 83 is teaching us:
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Even though they understood these relatively
simple concepts on their own, they only acted
on them because this is what they were taught by
their Rebbeim. In other words, we only do simple
every day things because a Rebbe has taught us to
do them. No matter how simple it seems to us now
to be mN3 poy, involve ourselves in T0MY FRTY WY
and conduct our MR N P we must in each

case ask ourselves o a1 8o713? And the answer

will always be 277 Myt w5 s 5!




I was not much past my m¥» 93 on wMN WX
ywn SON, a sweltering day in early August
when my father drove me to Philadelphia for the
start of my first 1. There was no way my mind
could really grasp what he meant when he sat me
down in the dining room in “63” and before leav-
ing warned me that Yeshiva was “not merely an
extended version of sleep-away camp”. Before long
I was being flooded with concepts that were far
beyond anything I had ever heard of. The most all
encompassing one being it 58! Somehow this
novel phrase permeated the whole atmosphere of
the Yeshiva. 970 907?22 What is that? (It actually
took me a couple of years to get that one.) Wait,
now I'm supposed to learn 7:15 to 8:00 and from
10:00 until 11:00? What exactly is the definition
of the word “UNOFFICIAL’ anyway? All of this
before 511 15 even began. That's when it got
really interesting! FOUR PERIODS!! What do
you mean homework? As far as [ could tell I wasn't
going home! Well, my father was certainly right

about that one.

While such a transition was traumatic, the man
who understood better then anyone what we were
facing was Reb Shimon 5"#1. With his unique
blend of warmth and discipline he eased our entry
into the Yeshiva world. His sayings are the stuff of
legend. To this day when ever I am tempted to do
something halfway or not give a complete effort, I
hear him saying:

1PN ORI N Y I s 8
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Even as he molded us into young Yeshiva
bachurim he taught us lessons that would be
meaningful the rest of our lives. One day right
outside our classroom window, workers were rap-
idly removing a section of the new Beis Medrash’s
roof that required repair. Sensing that most of
our attention was focused outside the classroom,
he used the opportunity to impart a lesson. On
September 11, 2001, as I stood on the roof of my
office watching the collapse of the Twin Towers,
I could clearly recall his raspy voice of some eigh-
teen years earlier saying “Look how much easier
and quicker it is to tear something down then to
build it from new.” Though this concept was lost
on a fourteen year old, all those years later it was

crystal clear what his meaning was.

He made a point of keeping up with us through-
out our years in Yeshiva, often times inquiring
about personal matters several years after they
had occurred. Personally, I am particularly grate-
ful for the pmn he gave me when I was leaving
Yeshiva. He insisted that I take advantage of the
unique opportunities to M that I would have in
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. While it was a rather sim-
ple idea for a talmid in Torah Vodaas at that time
to seek a M with Rav Pam 5”31, I have always
credited Reb Shimon’s pwn for having spurred me
on to develop a close °¥p with Rav Pam in the
two years | was 1% to learn by him...

1277 Mpnn...7202 My ROTD
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In response to some mischief during Physics in
twelfth grade, I received what at the time seemed

to be the mother of all punishments. Word came

from on high that I must relate my little escapade
in all its detail to R’ Elya "5 As I stood in line
nervously waiting for the maw» Wi after NNy,

[ endured the good natured ribbing of the older

bachurim. One after another they asked what
ovpwme [ was waiting to discuss with the waa
mwn As R’ Elya pulled a 780 from his shtender
my buddies and co-conspirators gathered in the

In tenth grade I had the “privilege” of being back of the w11 M to witness the scene unfold.
seated in the wam M3 directly down the aisle ~ They wondered what deep 720 10w the e wan

and in clear view of N5 bame . One MY had opened. He had actually taken out a w»n and

said: ‘Y PN W pIod 8 pipS NS’ Every year
naw towards the end of 3*p1 I came out of a rev- T I W vy
) . . . ) ™ N naw | can still hear the i of his gentle
erie to notice the m2w» WX speaking with Doniel
reproach as he read me the last 2" in the mems:
Goldstein who sat right in front of him. As Danny

made his way down the aisle towards me I looked PN 557 DUSN A P BT

past him to see the maw» WX smiling broadly at MR T e by Teprb mp orb
me. Danny stopped at my seat an simply said, “The 3 02 3mn &S Y ona e S
7w WA says maybe you should start davening!” 5p EPIY TN M N AN
Now, there is no more simple concept - and none ...T133Y 3 N Sy nma

more difficult to accomplish - then davening with
. . ; sh shiva then finish saying:
. Yet, there are times that I still see that smile The Rosh Hayeshiva the shed by saying

when my mind wanders during davening, bringing
R YWD N DR 2 DY PN
my focus back to where it belongs...
"1 PR R R M YD paN

=== === X 111 o == == == == == =0= ={(



Throughout the ensuing years when I have
been tempted to deal with subordinates in the
workplace and elsewhere in a heavy handed man-
ner, perhaps subconsciously feeling that these
individuals were not worthy of being treated like
mentchen, I hear the maw» wNs voice loud and

clear - 1y PN PR 8 M P

There was another part of the lesson I learned
that day. Not always is the in depth method the
best way to teach a lesson. Sometimes something
as “simple” as a Y1 is equally effective in bringing

out all the nuances of a lesson.
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The 371 in Yeshiva was for the gabbai to sell the

MY on Purim, the proceeds of these sales going
to 1’n. One year R’ Elya 8% bid two times '
for a particular M. By merely submitting a bid
he effectively ended the bidding. After davening,
he asked the gabbai to come upstairs to his office
so that he could give him a check for n"n. I was
standing nearby when the gabbai returned with
an amazed look on his face. He related that the
w1 had written a check for fifty dollars.
After being reminded that his final bid had been

thirty six dollars, the maw» wN1 simply responded

“but I had in mind to go up to fifty.”




This year marks the eighth year I have been

privileged to serve as the Yeshiva’s Journal
Chairman. One of the tasks that often falls to
me is letter writing. On one occassion the w1
mawr determined that the source of one poten-
tially large donation was not up to his exacting
standards. [ was awarded the uncomfortable task
of composing the letter that accompanied the
return of a substantial payment that had already
been made. That the 72w wx1's objection later
proved well founded, is irrelevant. What is

important is the lesson of MM in Mbp Wy

Everyone is well aware that 2mmNa nnn n8en is
one of the first questions we will have to answer

oy e NS Yet again ...
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I have many memories of the period during and
after the fire which destroyed the Yeshiva's main
building. How can anyone forget Reb Shmuel
85w running through the burning building
checking to make sure that it was completely
vacated? Or the tears streaming down Reb Elya
N'mow’s face as he stood motionless staring at the
flames leaping skyward? Although the already
tight living conditions got tighter - and even
more so when “forty” was torn down to begin
construction of the new dormitory - all of us ral-
lied around one another to make the best of it.
(We even allowed freshies to tread the hallowed
ground of “forty” for one night.) Yet one memory
more then others remains as clear as if I have just
seen it. The morning after the fire, at the end
of MmN Reb Shmuel walked deliberately to the

front of the bais medrash. While he made some



anticipated announcements as to the schedule
and other pertinent items, his voice trembled as
seemingly out of the blue he made the following

declaration:

NN BND TN K PN DY P YD &
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DNTI 712" & PN [VINT ININD PN'D S

N Y NN

The m2w» wx1 had certainly not slept that night
as he attended to the the myriad of arrangements
that needed to be made. Yet, the very nature of
this remark clearly indicated that a great deal of

thought was put into it. At a time of unimaginable
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stress, he had already made a j1awn of what the
o5y 5w 11371 was demanding from us. In our years
since leaving Yeshiva we have all, to one degree or
another, faced adversity. In recent times %% as a
2% has faced tremendous adversity, and even in
the bleakest 2%, to us DWAND M2 DWBND there
is no simpler mowd MmN then believing that -
visible or not - the Y"1 has a pawn and that He
is demanding something of us. Personally, when I
need a little pwn in this Py, [ hearken back to the
72w w1 s remarkable ability to make this pawn

at what was one of his own darkest hours.

Jogig nwynrs...‘?n‘ﬁ MY RN

These anecdotes are merely representative of many others
experienced by thousands of ovbn over the last fifty years.
This, then, is the maww that all of us still have to our Yeshiva

years. We may be many years removed and we may not see
it openly, but our whole "> 5" is the product of the teach-
ings of our Rebbeim. And finally this is the explanation, after
years of seasoning, of - 1 AM A PHILLY GUY!

—
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“Ee crowded around the wooden table on Graham Street. 1t was a very hot

Shabbos afternoon in the middle of Tamuz. There was absolute silence in
the room. Everyone stood, bent over in rapt attention not to miss a single
word. The Rosh HaYeshiva began:

“1 was thinking of a possible eitzah to be mekarev to our simple minds, to
be me-orer our simple hearts, to have some feeling of aveilus, to miss the
beis hamikdash.

Reb Elchonon! Imagine if you were to
see Reb Elchonon! Imagine learning
in Baranovich! The Mikdash Dovid
as Rosh Hayeshiva, Rav Yakov Yisroel
at hand, and Reb Elchonon owsa.
The olam here wasn't zoche to see Reb
Elchonon, but 1 was. 1 don't think it
was possible to know Reb Elchonon
and not to have Yiras Shomayim. The
w of all midos tovos. The wapi 8ot
of the Chofetz Chaim! Reb Elchonon
POR N Jpmpa N |




If we would merit the ability to learn Torah in those koslei beis Hamidrash
— saturated with kedushas Hatorah u'midos tovos, how much aliyah
would we be able to attain????

Then after setting our minds and being Misbonen so, try to continue
that gefil by going back in time. Imagine Kelm ... Slobodka at its great-
est glory ... Go further back and imagine Volozhin! Lithuania was quite
small on the map of the world yet possesed so much Torah and so much
Kedusha.

Since the churban Habayis, Hashem has nothing but the daled amos of
halacha. Maybe this way we could try to develop some small hasaga in
what it would mean to be within the Koslei Beis HaMikdash itself and to
understand to some extent what we are missing.”

We were no more in a packed and hot room. We were completely trans-
ported. We were in the Koslei Bais HaMedrash of Baranovitch.

( he Kavod-HaTorah atmosphere was tangible. The illus-
rious Mechotonim sat on both sides of the Choson. Two
world reknown Roshei Yeshiva; both Talmidim Muvhakim
of the revered Gadol Hador Rav Aharon Kotler, zt"l came
together b’ kishrei shiduchim. Can there be a better davar
na-eh u'miskabel?

It was the mbam »aN's turn to speak, Hagaon R’ Yitzchok
Feigelstock, Rosh Yeshiva of Long Beach.

“When we sat down to plan our Yeshiva, we knew where
to look for the road towards Hatzlacha. Each step of the
way, in many difficult areas, we always ended up saying
‘Let’s see how Philadelphia did it." Here in America, we
have an eim HaYeshivos — Philadelphia.”



hat makes the Philadelphia Yeshiva the eim
ayeshivos? What are the underlying currents
that run through the Yeshiva that made it the

role model for so many mosdos HaTorah?

Although it is obviously beyond my capacity to
address these questions, allow me to share with
you some of the ideals and feelings that I felt
when I was zoche to invest my formative years

in yeshiva.

~

~
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CHUTAN RAV YITZCHOK FEIGELS

SHEVA BROC THEIR CHILDREN RAE

In Yeshiva, we always felt we were standing
by the ntxi pn. We strongly believed we were
witnessing daily lives of emes. When we were
told 713 1350 w117 M we knew there was no
other. We knew that as long as we’ll live accord-
ing to the life rules outlined by their lives and
words, we cannot go wrong. The conviction that
emanated from the Roshei Hayeshiva that their
words were clearly coming from their illustrious
Rebbeim gave us the feeling that a cord was

being connected from our hearts to the gedolim
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of the previous generations ... back until 7790 00
when we all heard Torah 237 0. The greatest
inspiration a talmid can have is to watch people
whose days and nights are steeped both in the
depth of the sugyos and tmam 555m nmsy, yet still
walk around with the sense of responsibility that
there is still so much left to do. We saw and were
taught the true definitions of mWNa My tefila,
derech eretz and mussar. We always felt that only

here would the crystal clear view of Torah be

told and experienced. The falsehood of our own
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yetzer hara, as well as the worldly ideas of success
that unfortunately permeate even the Yiddishe

world was completely unmasked.

This clear %py that we were always drinking
from the nNA WP brought us to two totally
different realizations. Emes brings with itself two
diametrical follow ups. They are responsibility
and joy. Anyone sure he has merited a face to
face meeting with emes is sure to be thrown into

a double-lane highway of joy and responsibility.




One whose life is but a pursuit of affluence will
ﬁrobably feel a great sense of pride if he were to
win a multi-million dollar lottery. So too, one
who is given a thirst for emes, when he is then
granted some contact with emes he feels as for-
tunate as possible. This pride comes along with a
great sense of achrayus. He, more than anyone,
knows how far his actual lifestyle is from the emes
and therefore how great a task the essence of 5

o really is.

People ask how the yeshiva enjoys such a large
chelek of talmidim remaining so attached to the
Roshei Hayeshiva even after leaving yeshiva. The
answer is simply because the Roshei Huyeshiva

created talmidim.

The systematic order of the yeshiva is incred-
ible. People come back to visit 30-40-50! years
later and feel like nothing changed, as if the air
they breathed is still there. This comes from the
phenomenal seder that exists. The force that keeps
this, is the constant reminder that we are talmi-
dim. We were taught the hanhala knows wrong
from right. If we want to grow, we have to put
ourselves completely in the hands of the yeshiva.

The most intelligent way, the most successful way

and the only way allowed in this makom kadosh
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is to follow blindly. In Yeshiva, the concept of
kavod haTorah was translated into mmnb mysan.

This compound of kavod haTorah together with
the incredible seder the yeshiva possesses, brings

such continuous hatzlacha — kain yirbu.

It wasn’t just that we were told about mp13m1. We
were privileged to witness the respect which the

Roshei Hayeshiva have for the 177 s3pr.

Morover, true respect for Hashem’s Torah can
properly be acquired through actual learning
itself. In Yeshiva we expeienced the thunder and
lightning of Torah. Through the shiurim, we were
jolted by the elictricity hiding even in a single
word of Rashi; in one letter of the Rambam!
By delving deeply into the ocean of Torah, one

develops true reverence towards the Torah.

At a meeting of mechanchim, one mechanech
asked “The talmidos in Bais Yaakovs are being
taught the highest levels of hashkafa. What will
be when they marry bochurim who don’t have any
hashkafa? They only know about Teshuvos Rebbi
Akiva Eiger.”

If I may, I would venture to answer. First of all,
no bochur in Philadelphia Yeshiva could ever go
through this yeshiva without all the vibrant seeds
of haskafas haTorah planted in him. Secondly, in

yeshiva, we knew that only through toiling many




years in Teshuvos Rebbi Akiva Eiger can one attain

all the views of hashkafas haTorah. Without true
actual dedication to Torah, it is impossible to

properly see the world through the Torah’s view.

The relationship the talmidim acquired with
our hanhala is very similar to our conduct with
a sefer Torah. Although we touch the Sefer
Torah with affection showing 12rK, we also rise
when the sefer Torah comes towards us, showing
reverence. In the physical world where there is
closeness, the reverence subsides and when there
is true awe, there is no room for closeness. The
(13nnmt) M90 tells us that with Hashem Yisborach

it isn’t so. The many and AR go together. So to,
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with our hanhala, we always felt at the very same

time, both reverance and attachment. These last

and are strengthened many years thereafter.

One of the most common themes of the divrei
Torah heard by all, high school and beis medrash
alike, at seuda shlishis by the Rosh HaYeshiva,
Rav Shmuel, shlita was being a mentch, thinking
about someone else, what they need, what they’re
missing, how one can put his fellow bochur before
himself, etc. It would be impossible to go through
even one year in Yeshiva and not have the words

TPEIME R PN PoNIL” echoing in your head.

7 X 7 X 73 ) 7



The greatest job and the foremost goal of any
rebbi is obviously giving over a clarity and thirst
for limud haTorah. It doesn’t stop to amaze me
how Hashem Yisborach arranged each Rebbi
after the next to add his particular wo™p in
aliya b'Torah. There are no words to adequately

express the hakaros hatov we owe, each and every

member of the hanhala individually.

Above all, in order to eternalize any lesson it
must be taught in a way where the talmid feels
comfortably at home with the rebbi and issue
being taught. In Philly, we felt at home. We

visited our parents numerous times each year,
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but this was our home. This is why it’s impos-
sible to remove Philadelphia Yeshiva from their
talmidim. Since it was internalized, it was there-
fore eternalized. What we call home remains
in our bloodstream. One person bifrat of the
hanhala particularly adds so much to this $sp3;
the mashgiach HaRav Avrohom Golombeck,
shlita. This 573 o8 cares, notices and treats any
small change in both the ruchniyus and physical
lifestyle of every bochur. For this, it is impossible
to properly thank, because all the Torah v’yiras
shamayim acquired will only last for generations

because we felt at home.

The eim haYeshivos is in essence the eim haTalmidim too. Every Yid who learns

Torah steadily is transformed into a ben Torah. This makom torah is our eim and

we are her children.

The Rosh HaYeshiva, Reb Elya, shlita told us to illustrate in the inner chambers
of our minds, the illustrious yeshivos of yore. By doing so, our imagery to properly
feel what it means to be bkoslei beis haMikdash will be enhanced. The first one on

his list was Baranovich.

If we may add one more name to that great list, just for us with our unfortunate
limitations to gain some perspective in what koslei bais hamedrash mean, to help
us go back in time... from Yeshiva to Yeshiva... until 3 ma rgna.. it might be by

being misbonen into the walls of Philadelphia Yeshiva.
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IN ADDITION TO THOSE ALREADY MENTIONED THROUGHOUT THE BOOK,
THESE INDIVIDUALS HAVE TAKEN PART IN THIS MONUMENTAL PROJECT.
THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED.

HORAV MEIR SIMCHA BAKST
RABBI MOISHE YESHAYA GITELIS
RABBI CHAIM PECHTER
RABBI NECHEMIA ROCKOVE

RABBI MENACHEM KING
RABBI YOSEF LIPSHUTZ
RABBI AVROHOM MANDELBAUM

RABBI DovID ELIAS

RABBI LEVOVITZ
RABBI PINCHOS LIPSHUTZ

R’ YITZCHOK AMSEL
MR. & MRS. MENDEL BEER

R’ YITZCHOK BEIGELISEN

RABBI AVROHOM CHAIM BURSZTYN

R’ YERUCHEM FENSTERHEIM
RABBI GAVRIEL FINKEL

MR. & MRS. MORDECHAI MINTZ
RABBI DOVID MULGHEY
RABBI MENDEL NOJOVITS
MR. & MRS. LAVIE PEKER

R’ AHARON POLLACK
RABBI SHAYA PORTNOY
RABBI ELIYAHU ROMAN

RABBI TzVI ROTBERG
MR. ARTHUR SCHAEFER
R’ OSHER SCHONKOPF
R’ REFOEL STEFANSKY

R’ MENACHEM MENDEL STEINBERG
R’ YANKEL STERN
R’ DovID ARYEH STERN
A. BARRY WEINTRAUB
RABBI YITZCHOK WENGER
R’ YITZCHOK WILLROTH
SHLOIME ZELDES

R’ AVROHOM GARFINKEL
R’ YANKI GELLIS
RABBI MENDEL GOLDBERG
R’ DONIEL GOLDSTEIN
Tzvi GOLDSTEIN
AVRUMI HOLLANDER
RABBI HILLEL Y. JAKABOVITS
RABBI NUsSsI KAISER
RABBI YOSEF CHAIM KARMEL
R’ CHANINA KATZ
RABBI & MRsS. KATZMAN
RABBI SHAYEH KOHN

RABBI MOSHE KOLODNY
(ARCHIVES OF AGUDAS YISROEL)

R’ BENZION KUSHNER
OUR SINGERE APOLOGIES TO ANYONE WHOSE NAME HAS BEEN
INADVERTENTLY OMITTED. PLEASE ACCEPT OUR SINCERE
APOLOGIES AND OUR DEEPEST APPRECIATION.

RABBI MICHEL STERN RABBI SHIMON MILLER

FOR PERMITTING THE USE OF RARE PHOTOS FOR PERMITTING THE USE OF RARE PHOTOS

FROM HIS BOOK ABOUT HIS FATHER FROM HIS BOOK ABOUT

THE MASHGIACH OF KAMINETZ ZT’L RAV SIMCHA ZISSEL BRODIE ZT’L






IN ADDITION TO THOSE ALREADY MENTIONED ,
THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN A PART OF THE PRODUCGCTION
OF THIS COMMEMORATIVE EDITION.
THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE GREATLY APPREGIATED.

RABBI MOSHE ROCKOVE
RABBI DONIEL HIRSCH
RABBI YAAKOV TzVI PREIL
RABBI YANKEL WENGER
AvVIi LURI

MRsS. YAEL KANNER

MRS. GOLDA SOLOW

MRS. FEURST

MRsS. DINA PEKER

Yossl OSTREICHER

CHAIM GROSS

Yossl BRACH
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