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PREFACE 

Many Jews have a working knowledge of Australia because the 
nation has always had some kind of representation in this country, 
he it tennis stars, wine coolers, koala bears, kangaroos, Crocodile 
Dundee, or the Neanderthalic "Jocko" of battery fame. 

But New Zealand? It might be near Australia or it might not, 
but, God, is it far away! 

Far away indeed, not only in miles but in terms of its Jewish 
history. 

Digging through the library files of the Klau Library at the 
Hehrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, one of the 
three or four greatest Jewish libraries in the world, one is hard 
put to find anything ahout the Jews of New Zealand. There is a 
hook, written hy a rahhi, that is over four decades old and hardly 
the stuff of which histories are made. There are a few references 
to Australian Jewry, stuck in, perhaps out of ignorance, or per­
haps to give the section "New Zealand, Jews in," a bit of depth and 
size. 

To call this new hook a pioneering, path-breaking, seminal 
work is to finally give some real meaning to those trite, over-used, 
over-blown phrases adored by publishers and adorned on far too 
many dust jackets. This is a pioneering piece of history by a 
woman who can think and who can write. Odeda Rosenthal has 
hecome the consummate historian as detective, digging 
everywhere and anywhere for the evidence that would make her 
book. She has amassed an amazing amount of material from a 
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tremendously diverse number of sources. And she has put them 
to wonderful use as illustrations, nay, as evidence, to complement 
her wonderfully told tale. 

And what a tale. Even if some of the adventures and antics of 
these pioneer Jews of New Zealand sound incredible, the reader 
must not forget our own American West during the same period. 
There, one will find American Jews who marry Indian women, 
American Jews who scalp Indian fighters, and an American 
Jewish woman (Sarah Josephine Marcus) who marries the sym­
bol of American wild west gunplay, Marshal Wyatt Earp. 

Odeda Rosenthal 's fascination with New Zealand and ul­
timately with its Jews began, as she tells us in the introduction to 
this book, during the Second World War when she met New 
Zealanders in her home town of Jerusalem. What a perfect place 
to begin--in the very center of Jewish life-- and to dream of visit­
ing the literal outer edges of that Jewish existence. It resulted in 
the wonderful book which follows these prefatory remarks. 

I must warn the reader of only one danger in reading this book. 
The author lists Joel Samuel Polack as the first Jew to settle in 
New Zealand in September of 1831. Is she absolutely certain? 

I would caution both her and the reader to respect the wisdom 
issued by Jacob Rader Marcus, the dean of American Jewish his­
torians, that "no Jew is the first Jew anywhere. There is always 
someone who had been there before him." Beyond the humor im­
plied in Marcus' words, there is also implied the need to keep re­
searching, to keep looking for those yet-to-be-found pieces of 
evidence which will add significantly to the story or revise it al­
together. 

This is the reason why Not Strict(v Kosher is so important. It is 
the beginning, it is the challenge, like Edmund Hillary's Everest, 
"it is there": to be continued, to be changed, to be debated, but al­
ways to spark the search for historical truth. 

Abraham J. Peck, Administrative Director 
American Jewish Archives 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
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INTROUUCTION 

This book developed because the facts called out to me and 
begged me to record them. Only one hook on this subject has pre­
viously appeared. It was written by an Australian rahhi forty years 
ago and does not include the details and the illustrations you will 
find here. I had no idea when I began this project, during my first 
visit to New Zealand in 1980, that I would spend seven years to 
complete this much of the task. I had originally gone to New 
Zealand only to fulfill a childhood vow. 

My first encounter with New Zealanders was in Jerusalem, 
during the darkest days of the Second World War. They appeared 
in uniforms as members of the British Armed Forces, hut with no 
arrogance, and as angels of hope. They also brought gifts of food 
like powdered milk. I did not know then that the powdered milk 
which was made into a drink I eagerly consumed at the mid­
morning break at our school was first developed by Jews of New 
Zealand in a previous century. I did not know that some of those 
soldiers, including Maoris, were of Jewish heritage. There was 
much more that I found out which has surprised me, and I think 
will surprise the reader. 

Most Americans recognize the expression "Not Strictly 
Kosher" partly because so many Jewish comedians have used the 
term to denote something that is not quite as pure as it was ex­
pected to be. Most New Zealanders are less familiar with it, al-
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though they might use such Jewish words as "nosh." The word 
"kosher" actually refers to the purity or lack of taintedness in cer­
tain items which are part of the world of the Jews, not unlike a 
tapu in the world of the Maoris of New Zealand. For Jews, 
religious objects and Torah scrolls can be, at times, caused to be­
come not strictly kosher and not worthy of use for Jewish ritual. 
Food may not he strictly kosher or may become unkosher when 
it is handled in a way that is considered tainted or unclean. Milk 
products may not, for instance, be eaten with meat products. For 
the Orthodox, it goes even further. The very utensil that is used 
for a milk product must not touch a meat product or it might be­
come unkosher. Some foods, like pork products, are not kosher 
under any condition. Meats, whether of beef or fowl, must be 
killed in a humane manner prescribed in the Halacha, the Jewish 
order of the rabbinic rule or else the meat is not kosher no mat­
ter how cleanly it is dealt with. These rules were made up by the 
Jewish sages who extracted passages from the Torah and inter­
preted them. These rules do not appear in the Torah in any 
specific form. 

For many, these prohibitions have become stifling. Even the 
Orthodox Jews who keep a strictly kosher household have 
managed to get around the rules by creating foods that taste like 
things they would like to eat or drink but which are forbidden to 

them. Other Jews, including most of those who dared to choose 
to live in New Zealand, decided that this sort of"obedience game" 
is something they do not wish to play. Instead, they have con­
tinued with some traditions and retained some flavors of foods 
that call up memories of childhood and holidays. Such foods have 
been labeled Kosher-style, though not "Strictly Kosher." 

Many of the ancestors of the Jews of New Zealand were people 
whose German-background families had first come to Britain 
from the Low Countries and the Baltic regions of Europe to es­
cape Napoleon after his intentions of world conquest became 
clear (though he had, at first, courted Jews with promises that for 
the first time ever they would be assured full citizenship). The in­
flux of these European Jews to Britain in the beginning of the 
nineteenth century came at the time of the early developments of 
factories and modern industry and the rapid expansic)n of cities 
far beyond what they were capable of dealing with. Anti-Jewish 



attitudes arose, and life hecame stressful for many. 

In 1825, Mordechai Noah of New York City hought an island 
in the Niagara River from the Indians, named it Ararat, and 
thought he prepared a Zion for these people. It was to this new 
haven that John Barrow Montifiore's family first headed, hut like 
the other few who did, they did not remain there for long. The 
Montifiore family quickly moved to the whaling port of of Sag 
Harbor, at the eastern tip of Long Island, and then headed for 
Australia, where whaling ties with America were firmly estah­
lished. 

It was after Mordechai Noah's experiment had failed that one 
of the most respected memhers of the Jewish community of 
Britain, Isaac Lyon Goldschmidt, took on the task of directing the 
newly formed New Zealand Company, aiming to develop a new 
Zion there. 

The first colonists were settlers who felt themselves to be 
refugees from oppression, hut few of them were Jews. Most were 
Freemason dissenters and Quakers. They arrived in New Zealand 
in 1831. Our story hegins with one settler who openly stated he 
was a Jew. He was, in fact, the ship 's chandler. His name was Joel 
Samuel Polack. We conclude seventy years later, in 190 I, with the 
death of Queen Victoria. 

The emphasis of this hook is on visual material. It was collected 
in New Zealand. I am including even the follies, frailties and fan­
tasies. They add to a good and true story and reflect the fact that 
Jews are like other mortals most of the time. Jews were never a 
large group in that country, hut they had a strong influence on the 
fahric of New Zealand's development as a modern, democratic, 
and humane society. Jews do not measure historical success by 
the numher of heathens they have converted or by the size of the 
temples which were constructed. Rarely have the pioneer Jews of 
New Zealand heen given the credit they deserve. Whatever is still 
availahle to prove their existence is ruined for various reasons. 

It is hoped that this hook is hut a heginning in the conservation 
of the little that still remains. Personnel of New Zealand's 
museums, lihraries, archives, and husiness institutions, as well as 
private persons, have heen most helpful. Hopefully, this book will 
lead to future research, discovery, notation and awareness. There 
is still more visual material yet to he revealed. 

Odeda Rosenthal 
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In The Beginning 

Joel Samuel Polack was the first Jew to settle in New Zealand. 
He arrived in September of 1831, when it was early springtime in 
the South Seas. The sailing vessel named Rossana eased its way 
into the placid Hokianga inlet and docked,unloading members of 
the first colony of English-speaking people. They settled on land 
which Captain Herd, the ship's captain, had purchased from the 
Maoris at the request of the New Zealand Company the previous 
year. The landing site which bears his name is still noted on some 
maps, though no one lives there now. Most of the settlers saw 
themselves as refugees from oppression. Most were dissenters, 
Freemasons, and Quakers. There were also a New Zealand Com­
pany doctor, a surveyor, and a lawyer. Joel Samuel Polack was the 
ship's chandler. He was 26 years old at the time; and as the son of 
respected portrait painter, he was trained as an illustrator. 

Polack's older brother Abraham was residing in Australia at 
the time. He was one of the many who was sent to Australia as a 
punishment, as a criminal. He was accused of stealing a watch 
from a prostitute while a friend was in another room with her. It 
is more probable that his crime was liberal activism. He served 
some time and then was freed . He then became the second presi­
dent of Sydney's tiny Jewish community, following Israel Mon­
tifiore to the post, though by then, he had married a non-Jew. 

New Zealand had been claimed for Britannia by Captain Cook 
some fifty years before, hut no one had managed to colonize it. 
Yet though the Maoris natives were known to be frightful, there 
was enough information from seafarers, whalers, and traders to 
suggest that some accommodation could be made with them, 
even though the missionaries could not survive there without the 
protection of Britain's military might. 
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Some Europeans did live in New Zealand at the time. Here and 
there, a small whaling station was set up. One of these stations, 
founded in 1826, was named after its owner and called Port Levy. 
In the Bay of Islands peninsula at the northern tip of North Is­
land, a larger group could be found at a place called Kororareka. 
Its residents were considered more violent than the Maoris. Most 
were escaped sailors or pirates and former convicts from 
Australia. This town was reputed to be so depraved that no one 
dared to think of settling decent British families in such a place. 
Today it is known as the quaint village of Russell, but in those 
days it was known as the "Hell of the Pacific." 

Tales of New Zealand's natives, of Maoris who were said to be 
cannibals, had circulated in Britain for years. A man named Bar­
net Burns had traveled through British cities and vi llages show­
ing off a full moko, a carved facial tattoo. He asserted it was done 
while living a year among the Maoris. He said that others didn 't 
live to tell their stories, and there was truth to that. Burns arrived 
in New Zealand with a Jewish trader, John Barrow Montifiore, 
in 1826. Montifiore was one of those who arrived in New Zealand 
by way of America and Australia. While he visited in New 
Zealand, his family was residing in Australia. He had contracted 
Burns, who had been sent to Australia as a criminal, to represent 
him in New Zealand on the east coast at Mahia on Poverty Bay, 
to make deals with the Maoris for flax. This flax would he sent to 
Britain, where it would be made into linen. New Zealand flax was 
valued as being finer than Bohemian flax, which until then was 
considered the best. It was used hy the Maoris for weaving. 

Since Burns was neither a missionary nor a military man, the 
Maoris even offered him a bride. The crew of the British naval 
ship the H.M.S. Beagle, which carried the naturalist Charles Dar­
win aboard, was rebuffed only months before the colonists ar­
rived. The angered captain of that ship, William Fitzroy, vowed 
that he would force Maoris to "Christian civility" someday. 

J. Samuel Polack is what the first Jewish New Zealander 
preferred to be called. His records and sketches of those early 
New Zealand days are still used as the finest reliable basic 

references, hut he is rarely credited. He traveled extensively in 
the hinterlands with a Maori guide named Kaka, covering 



BARNET BURNS. 

5. Natives Weaving Flax (below) . 
6. Sample of flax (right) . Drawings 
from "Manners and Customs of New 
:tea/anders" by J.S. Polack, London, 
1841. 
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4. Barnet Burns, flax buyer. 
From ·~Brief Narrative of a New 
Zealand Chief." Written by him­
s elf. Belfast 1844. Hocken 
Library Collection. 
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7. Personal records and 
document of sale of land. J.S. 
Polack, 1833-1838. Alexander 
Turnbull Library, Wellington. 

8. Native fishing village 



9. Portrait of Priest of Hokianga (above) . 
10. Native Chiefs assembled to discuss 
land sale with Europeans. This is the 
only self portrait of Polack (top right) . 

11. Cover page of "Manners and Gus· 
toms of New Zealanders" (right) . 
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previouly uncharted territory, traversing oft-tahoo tribal lines. All 
of Polack's travels were on foot, as there were no four-legged 
beasts of burden until some horses were imported. The extent of 
Polack's travels is therefore astonishing. In 1835 he traveled clear 
across to Mallia and Gishorne, where John Barrow Montifiore 
had placed Burns nearly ten years before. Polack, too, was offered 
a hride, but he did not keep her nor was he tattood. In his travels 
he managed to learn Maori. He was usually welcomed, took 
notes, and sketched. He did not always find the Maori manner at­
tractive hut understood the fact that they had their own values 
which may not have always coincided with the prevailing 
European attitudes. He pointed out that much of what appeared 
repulsive ahout their ways was not new in the history of civiliza­
tion, hut that even cannibalism was attributed to a god in ancient 
Greece. 

Polack bought land from the Maoris. His holdings soon 
stretched from Hokianga to Kororareka. He decided to move to 
Kororareka, where most ships docked. He often worked as a 
ship's captain for the Clyde Company. The company's records 
show that he was captain of the colonial packet Frances Freeling, 
on which Sir Richard Burke, who surveyed what later developed 
as Melbourne, arrived from Scotland. While Polack was the ship's 
captain, some Jews, including Thomas Philips, George Gimbel 
and his wife, William Hart and his wife Susan, and the Goldwater 
family, enlarged the small Jewish community in New Zealand. 
They arrived from Britain hy way of a stay in Tasmania. 

James Busby, an official British Resident, arrived in New 
Zealand two years after the colonists had settled. He was not a 
new face in New Zealand. Maoris knew him well, for he had 
landed in New Zealand once before to try to colonize them. He 
did this in 1824 and had punished a Maori hy having him killed for 
a minor infraction. The Maoris disliked him intensely, and 
Polack disliked him too. They clashed. Polack had a run-in with 
another new arrival, Bishop Jean Baptiste Pompallier, a French 
Catholic bishop who landed in Hokianga with a contingent of 
priests. This hishop, who arrived in 1838, was sent hy Pope 
Gregory XVI, who authored the doctrine of papal infallibility. He 
soon moved to Kororareka to ''cleanse the Hell," and build a mis­
sion house on land which belonged to Polack. Polack was at sea 



12. Gisborne. Drawing byJ.S. Polack. 1836. From his book "Travels in New 
Zealand." 

at the time and discovered the encroachment only after he 
returned. By then the house was built, and his protests were ig­
nored. 

Polack was in London in 1838 to speak before the hearings of 
the Select Committee of the House of Lords on how the Crown 
should handle New Zealand. Captain William Fitzroy and John 
Israel Montifiore were there too. Fitzroy had been rebuffed from 
New Zealand. Montifiore was a resident of Australia. Polack was 
the only one who, by all accounts, was the one European best in­
formed about the country called home for nearly eight years. 
Fitzroy advocated controlling Maoris by force if necessary. Mon­
tifiore said the land was valuable but not good for farming. Polack 
felt that Britain should deal more decently with the Maoris. He 
was very enthusiastic about New Zealand. Following the hear­
ings, British Resident Bushy was replaced by Captain Thomas 
Hobson, a naval commander who was civil, youthful in ap­
pearance, and charming. Hobson managed to gain a treaty with 
all of the Maoris. The announcement was made in Weitangi, 
across the bay from Kororareka, on February 6, 1840, a mere two 
weeks before some French colonists arrived with the aim of 
making New Zealand French. New Zealand became a wedding 
present for Queen Victoria, who married the German Prince Al­
bert that year. 
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13. Signing of the Treaty of Waitangi. From painting by L.C. Mitchell. 

The New Zealand Company had no problem attracting 
colonists for its second venture, lhe settlement of Auckland 
(founded in 1840). It did not take long, five weeks, to raise I 00,000 
British pounds sterling for an equal number of acres, even with 
the stipulation that future colonists were to accept the fact that 
the new colony would include Maoris, whose properties would he 
interspersed with the ones held by Europeans, as there were no 
plans to banish people who had used the area as a meeting place 
for ages. 

Auckland became the capital of New Zealand. Among the first 
Jews to live there were Barnet and Hannah Keesing, a young 
couple from London who were friends of Polack. They lived in 
tents among the Maoris until they could build a home made from 
the abundant lumber that the surrounding area offered. They ar­
rived with a small daughter and Barnet's younger brother John. 
Soon the rest of that family packed up and arrived in 1843: 
Barnet's father Henry, the tailor, his mother Rosetta, four 
brothers, and two sisters. The arrival of that family unit assured a 
minyan (a congregation of at least ten Jewish males over the age 
of thirteen) in Auckland. 
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14 . Ledger of Auckland Hebrew 
Congregation. 1844. 

15. Queen Victoria as a young woman. 
Illustration from Mediaeval and Modern 
history. Antheum Press 1885. 
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A fine description of the journey of that family was found 
recently. Judah Keesing, one of the sons, noted in his diary that 
Thomas, the youngest, had a silver tassle on his kipa (scull cap). 
This cap attracted one of the Maoris who was helping them dis­
embark. The Maori offered to trade a hahy pig for it. Thomas had 
never seen a piglet and willingly made the trade. The Maori left 
with the silver-tassled kipa, and Thomas proudly cradled the pig 
in his arms. When Rosetta saw her son fondling a pig, and hatless, 
she shouted, " Chazer, Chuzer. ~f'ui, Chuzer!" Stunned, the hoy 
released the pig hut lost his silver-tassled headgear in the trade. 

One of the first parcels to be zoned as a communal area in 
Auckland was the cemetery. The Jewish portion was bought hy 
John Israel Montifiore, who had moved to New Zealand hy then. 
He chose David Nathan, who was then twenty-five years old, as 
trustee of this property. This cemetery can still he found at 
Symonds Street where it meets Karangahape Road, near the 
major hotels. As fate would have it, it was not the elder Montifiore 
who was to occupy that cemetery first, but the daughter of the 
younger man, a six- month-old girl named Julia, or Gitel, accord­
ing to the registration in Hebrew in the records of the Auckland 
Jewish congregation. She died in the middle of the New Zealand 
winter, in August, of convulsions. The first adult to be buried in 
that cemetery was a young man, John Philips, who died of con­
sumption in 1853. A number of Jews were, hy then, known to he 
buried in other locations; George and Joseph Moss are said to be 
buried in the whalers' graveyard in Otakou. 

Julia was the second daughter of David Nathan and Rosetta 
Aarons, former widow of a ship's captain who married him in 1841 
in Kororareka. Rosetta was childless when she married David 
Nathan. The Nathan marriage appears to have heen the first wed­
ding of Jews in New Zealand. David Nathan started out his life in 
the South Seas as a criminal serving time in Australia. He was sent 
off on "transportation," as they called it, for petty larceny. But like 
most who were sent away for sentences of up to seven years of in­
dentured service, he was pardoned after serving some time, and 
then he set his sights on making a fortune in New Zealand. Israel 
Joseph, a trader and ship owner, officiated at that wedding. 

David Nathan was a stickler for religious dogma. He was proud 
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17. Ketuba . Rosetta Aarons and David Nathan. 1841. Collection of Jewish 
Community Archives, Wellington. On permanent exhibit at Auckland 
Hebrew Congregation 



18. Ketuba. Hannah Keesing and Asher Asher. 1846. Collection of Helen 
and David Levin, Auckland. 
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19. Prayer book of Asher Asher. 

20. Hannah, bride of Asher 
Asher in later years. From the 
collection of Helen and 
David Levin, Auckland. 

·------------
FORM OF PRAYERs --

•• ,, TS&a. 
-TO'ID-•na 

........... ,... 
IT• ••o•v ••, 

USED IN THEIR f'AlfILIES . 

CA&EFULL1' UTIRD, coaucnn, .um ILLUITL&T&D. 

't'OL. 1. 

J..oNDON : 

A. Id.. 1146. 



to say in later years that he refraineJ from eating meat until it 
could be assured that it w<ls strictly kosher. His business logo was 
the six-pointed star known as the Jewish Star of David, with a bold 
letter N placed in the middle. The ketuha (wedding contract) was 
decorated with a Star of David with a harp in the middle (the harp 
was a symbol of King David of biblical times). Yet this ketuha 
could be said to be faulty. It appears to have been copied from 
the hride's previous wedding. Rosetta had her first ketuha with 
her, since the marriage contract always remains in the hands of 
the hride in Jewish tradition. But the name of her first hushand 
appears to have been written in hy mistake when a copy was made 
and then scratched out. The bride was listed as a hetula (virgin). 
The location of this marriage was not listed us Korornreka or as 
Auckland, even if one were to allow for strange transliterated 
spellings of locutions, for the ketuba is written in Hebrew letters, 
with an Aramuic tone. The one name clearly noted on that ketuha 
is the signature of a witness to the wedding, David Nath<ln 's 
landlord, George Russell. 

George Russell, whose original family name was Levy, had 
strong ties in the shipping community in Australia and Britain. 
He arrived in New Zealand in 1839, while J. Samuel Polack was 
in Britain to testify at the London hearing and to arrange for the 
publication of his book. The land on which Russell built his pub 
and allowed Nathan to build an auction warehouse was, in fact. 
owned by Polack. What's more, Polack hud promised the Maoris 
who sold the land to him that a pub would not he huilt on it, as 
they were becoming more and more concerned with the dramatic 
increase of alcoholism among the Maori population. Russell ig­
nored Polack's claims and ever:i made ugly threats. 

Two other Jewish weddings took place in New Zealand short­
ly after the Nathan wedding. They took place in Wellington, the 
third New Zealand Company settlement (founded in 1840). Es­
ther Solomon married Benjamin Levy in 1842, and a year later, 
the haberdasher Nathaniel Levin married Jessie Hort. For that 
wedding, the hride and groom had a rabbi, the bride\ father, 
Abraham Hort. It was a mid-winter wedding which took place in 
July. Perhaps guests warmed themselves with a toast of L 'Chaim, 
while sipping schnapps supplied by Levy and Cooper, who for 

years had been producing and selling a sharp, fine tasting brandy 
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from the leaves of cabbage trees to whalers and other seafarers 
who stopped at Port Levy. 

A year thereafter, Jessie's sister Margaret was married in Nel­
son, the fourth New Zealand Company settlement (founded in 
1843). Nelson was founded under a different leadership at the 
New Zealand Company. The new leader, Captain Wakefield, was 
a man who had contempt for Maoris and colonists alike, Jews 
especially. He did not approve the marriage of Margaret Hort; 
hut then, neither did her father. The groom was not Jewish, hut a 
Quaker. As it was, marriages of Jews, or of Quakers, were only 
recognized as legal in British law in 1847. And this union was 
neither and both. It was the first mixed marriage in the Hort fami­
ly, and so distressed Abraham Hort that Nathaniel Levin, his son­
in-law, decided to send him on a cruise on a vessel that was to he 
part of a transit line he hoped to develop with Tahiti and Fiji. The 
journey was horrid and nearly killed the heart- broken old man. 
He left the South Seas altogether and returned to England. 

The change of leadership in the New Zealand Company was 
accompanied hy a change of governors in New Zealand. Gover­
nor Hobson had suddenly died of a tropical disease. To replace 
him, Queen Victoria saw fit to appoint Captain William Fitzroy 
as the new governor. Yes, it was the same William Fiztroy who 
was rebuffed from New Zealand 's shores when he had come with 
Charles Darwin.He was a very difficult man, and he aimed to keep 
his vow to teach "Christian civility" even if it meant doing so 
through cruelty. His behavior amplified the injustice shown hy 
Captain Wakefield in Nelson and the arrogant attitudes of the 
Plymouth Bretheren settlers towards the local Maoris in New 
Plymouth. All in all, Maoris felt very abused. 

Some Maoris who called themselves Hau Haus united under 
the leadership of the Ngapuhi chief Herne Heke to fight the 
spread of European expansion. They had never heen very com­
fortable with the notion that they should give up rights to their 
land and thankfully follow orders given by some woman in a 
faraway country. Efforts had been made to warn Queen Victoria 
of Maori discontent, hut no one bothered to heed Herne Heke. 
On an early March evening in 1845, Herne Heke and his Hau Haus 
appeared in Kororareka to demand that the British flag he 
removed. The request was refused. He chopped down the flag-



21. Auckland in 1842. Nathan and Joseph 
Building is superimposed. It was located 
fourth from the right on Short/and Street. 
which is shown. New Zealand Herald Cen­
tenial Edition. Auckland University archives. 

23. J. I. Montifiore. Auckland Savings 
Bank Archives. 
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17th May, 18,5. • ' 

GEOllGE lkssELL. 

EJrE POUXDS REW .&HD. 
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lOdi July, )~·1.'i. 
J ..... MvisTEnou;. 

22 . Advertise­
ments placed by 
l.J. Montifiore and 
George Russell. 
New Zealander . 
1845. 
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pole. Another flagpole was quickly put up. He did away with that 
one too. It happened four times. Then the full might of the can­
nons of the British naval vessel H.M.S. Hazard was aimed at Hone 
Heke and his warriors and also at the hillside property of 
J.Samuel Polack, whose friendship with the Maoris was well 
known. 

The fire that followed destroyed all of Polack's collected draw­
ings and other possessions. Europeans had taken refuge on his 
property and brought their baggage with them, but the fire forced 
them to scurry out in shock. The local magistrate, who had been 
among those who had taken refuge in Polack's enclave, later sub-

mitted a report about 
~Wt!la-t&-4"~ the events after the 

cJS_..· ff 
t- • . 

representatives of the 
Crown question ed 
Polack's written re­
quest for compensa­
tion. He stated that 
he cou Id not te II for 
sure if the fire was 
due to a cannon shot 
aimed directly or a lit 
cigarette carelessly 
dropped by a 
drunken sailor who 
was loading gunpow­
der in the storehouse 
that was located out­
side Polack's com­
pound. The fire 
engulfed not only that 
house but most of 
Kororareka, the 
"Hell of the Pacific." 

Governor Fitzroy 
left New Zealand 
under pressure and 
was hanged in effigy 
in places as far away 
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24. Notations of Asher Asher From inside 

cover of Siddur 



from Auckland as Nelson. He was replaced hy Sir George Grey, 
who also took a fancy to one of Polack's properties. Sir Grey con­
fiscated Kauau Island, on which Polack suspected that copper 
could he found . This island is located somewhat to the north of 
the city of Auckland. 

Following the fire, most of Kororareka's residents moved to 
Auckland. Some, like the Nathans, already owned property in 
Auckland when the Kororareka disaster took place. The 
warehouse of Nathan and Joseph on Short land Street was the first 
regular schul (meeting place) for daily prayers even before the 
population of that city swelled to 2,951 in 1845. George Russell 
opened a puh, and the Keesing hotel was across the street. Other 
Jews owned businesses nearby. Within walking distance, too, was 
the Mechanics Institute, which was, for a while, also the first loca­
tion of the Auckland Library. It had opened its doors with the 
financial assistance of Jews. The Mechanics Institute was a place 
favored by Charles Davis, who hecame the president of the con­
gregation. The Institute offered concerts and other social ac­
tivities. 

Jewish parents were not eager for mixed matches, hut they ap­
proved this mingling of Christians and Jews of liberal hent, since 
they preferred such contacts to conversion hy Chassidim, whose 
growing appeal among the Jewish young was reported in 
London's Jewish Chronicle which arrived every six weeks or so. 
Nern-Jewish Freemasons had their own concerns: they worried 
ahout their children's attraction to the Plymouth Bretheren, 
whose dress and mentality was not much different from the Chas­
sidim. 

Such dislike of Chassidim was not unique. Most cosmopolitan 
Jews found them crude. The ohjection of Chassidim to the scien­
ces and technology, their apparent interest in consuming spirits 
in order to help them go into trances to help them meet "The 
Great Spirit," and their self-righteous stance as the only ones who 
were pure enough to meet their maker repelled many Orthodox 
and devout Jews (whom the Chassidim laheled "objectors"). One 
Hehrew-language satirist, the physician Isaac Erter, whose 
Galician roots in the Austrian Empire were like those in the 
Chassidic movement, had published a hook titled A Scout In The 
Household qf' lsreul, in which he ridiculed the Chassidim. In one 
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JNCnEASE OF CHAS11>1si.1. 
We regret to lum, from a 1t1i.mut wl1ich hu ,... _ 

O'lntl7 aprcared In the "All~meine Zcitung de1 Judtn· 
lhuma," ti.at thi1 rautica\ Itel appc:a" lo be i;re11ly Oft 

tho in~ruae. When the Rn. Dr. M'Cau\ publiali~d 
an aceoant ol the Cha1idi1m, In hi• intoreating "Sketchea 
of Judeiam anJ tba Jewa," b1 ob1cn1d that thia 1cct 
waa • 011 &be wue." •tore than twenty 7can ha•o 
puaed 1incc that 1lltem•nt waa m1de. )& migh& indeed 
hne been aatarelly and juatly expected that the apread 
of reliii:ion, and the impro•e111enh-which hue been in­
troduced io the eclacation giten by the le~• to their 
chilJreo, woa!d ba'fO rendered it imnoaaible Lhat inch a 
compo11n1l or aorentition and Cully ;hou\d 1111ve rctind 
apin. But it la even 10. 

'We are tnlcl that" lourl complainll are beard from 
Ruaaia and Galicia concerning the 1preDcl of Ch:nidism. 
h prc'fDila entirely in the norlh-en't of llung;ir~·, ind 
boa foun'1 many a'1hcrcnta in Upper Silesia, lining 
eroaaecl the bordcn or l'ru11ia. 1 r •ppe:ua tu have taken 
the deepest root a1110ni; lhe lower cluact or lbe Jews, 
and lo ha•• been rreatl y promnted b7 the pride and 'fa• 
nitJ that abound among them.• 

I~ we did ant know that tl!O mind of m~n i8 prone to 
WDnder Crom one ellln:me or error \0 tl1e other, we ahould 
feel 10me dilliculty in anderallnding bow it o 11ue1 te 
p111 that Rabbinical Jewa, who ban been •ccu•t 1med to 
clini; with auch pcrtin:icity t11 the letter of thr la .. , ind 
to apend l11eir time and tl1eir atrength in minnlc cert· 
inonial obscrnnees, 1ho11\d lie led aatray "'° Lloc wild 
lanciee that diatini;uiah the eeet of the Oluuidim. '!'he 
Rabbinical Jew• ire, generally apeakini:, remarkable 
for their 1obri1t7 Ind 1emper1U1ce ; the Chasidim, on the 
contnry, think tb1t ttie UIC or lrdent 1pirit1 auiat their 
dewotiona, becauae it excites them, and thu• enaLlea them 
to p11y with greater energy. A Jew in a 1tatc or in­
tosicatioo ia rarely to 'be aecn in Gerru:inr or Pola11d, 
u.cept amooi; the Chaaidim. Habits of intemperance 
abound a111oni: the adherent. of that M:Ct. 

They are diatinguiahed by the atrietneas or their fast· 
ini;e, and their dail7 1blution1 ; and ia the Jervices in 
their 17nagoguea, their · •ehemcnf gnticul11ion1, their 
loud YocifeDtiona, and the c:onaton& beating their bo­
dies, and tbe reiterated blowa •hich they ilea! out, 11ot 
only on their owo pe1aon1 bnt on nerythini; ncu them, 
would lead a 1pect11or to 1uppo11: that thcr moat be 
almoal, if 11ot 1hoge1her, in a 1t:1te of i111ani1y. Twenty 
Cliuidim engaged in p11blic 1enicc, make u mnr.h noise 
aa 200, or c•en 2,000 other Jcwa, •hu are content to 
chant the P .. lma, ind join in the prayera of tl.c 1yaa­
goi:ue in the atu1l manner. 

But the chief point which diatinguiahea tbe eect ia tbe 
belier that their chief rabbi, or T11d11ik, as they 1:1111 
him, is fnoured with direct c11mm1111icalions from 
henen. 'l'hus hia word• Dre 1uppo1cd to lie endued 
with DiYine authority, and the JlOWer of working mir;i. 
cle1 is ascribed to him. , 

In the account of the ChHi.lim abo•e rcfcrrcil lo, we 
have a aarr;iLi•·c of anmc of the :1cL1 of Ilic cel,.Lr;itcd 
Baal Shem, a le~cr of thia uct, of "linm it is :iffirmcd 
lh11t be could work the greatcat miracles; and also a 
deacription of a Taadrlik, who .... in i:rc;it repute ia 
Poland D few years sinec, an1l pcnnn;illy kno\\·n DS Dr. 
}ll'Caul. ,. 

The name thcv bear, Cha1i1lim, i .e., "Sainll," denotes 
the pre11:n1iu111 "made by the net to superior holiness 
ind piety. It accuh in P1. cxlix. :;, " Ltt the c:iiou 
be jnyful in i:lory., llnw nfrcn uc th!' wnr•ls of Holy 
\\' riL 1'CfYCfl<:1l, in Ucin;; ll<l:rl lu dcM•rih1· :I •lak Of tl1i11;:s 
10 nry diffcrc:n t from Ll1:.l r~fcrrcd to in lhc text 11·hicl 
is lhua mi.appl icJ . ~~ll'i1/, luttlligc1trc. 
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story he told of how, since the Chassidim had appeared, so many 
of the angelic souls had gone to heaven that they crowded out the 
resident angels, to the point that the angels could not spread their 
wings to rush to the aid of the needy and had threatened to go on 
strike if the Lord of the Universe allowed such a state of affairs 
to continue. 

The Hau Haus, who now attracted young Maoris throughout 
New Zealand to their cause, were not always looked on favorah­
ly by their elders either. But their menacing stance led Europeans 
to form a Volunteer Royal Auxiliary Defense Militia. Brigades, 
were formed in all of the settlements, and a number of Jews 
joined the force. Asher Asher in Auckland and Nathaniel Levin 
in Wellington were among them. By then, Wellington had more 
residents than Auckland, 4,048 to he exact, but more Jews lived 
in Auckland. Nathaniel Levin was a married man by then. Asher 
Asher soon married, too. His wife was one of the Keesing girls, 
Hannah. The wedding took place in Auckland, in 1846. Polack 
prohahly designed the ketuba. His flowing signature, along with 
that of young Abraham Keesing, appears on it. They were the two 
official witnesses to the wedding. In elegant Hebrew letters, their 
ketuhu states that the couple was married in "Oklin" (which was 
probahly an effort to make the name Auckland sound more 
Aramaic to fit in with the rest of the language of the document). 

One of the distinguished guests to that wedding was, no doubt, 
Governor Grey. Another was John Logan Campbell, a New 
Zealand Company doctor and Freemason, later known as the 
"Father of Auckland," who joined Captain John Salmon and Is­
rael E. Montifiore and some non-Jewish Freemasons to found 
the Auckland Savings Bank in 1847, the first such bank in New 
Zealand. That year, Polack left New Zealand on a long voyage, 
making a stop in America and returning to Auckland as American 
Consul to New Zealand. He was then forty-two years old. But he 
never regained his enthusiasm after the great fire. He liked the 
land and the natives, but he was disenchanted with what was hap­
pening. His personal fortunes were at a low ebb for a long time; 
and for a while after the fire, he tried to make a living as a photog­
rapher. But what with even Governor Grey confiscating his land 
and some of the memhers of the Jewish community hefriending 
Governor George Grey, he saw no future in New Zealand for 
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27. Paramatta, Kororareka. Property of J.S. Polack. This is his illustration. 

himself. But hefore he left New Zealand for good, he took out an ad­
vertisement in an Auckland newspaper dated July 4, in which he 
puhlicly stated that his properties were not open to plunder or to con­
fiscation. He then chose San Francisco as his home. But even from 

. F. 

28. Postmark of Kororareka. 1840. New 
Zealand Post Office Archives . 

Jt"OllORAllEKA, drawn by Captain Clayton, 10th March 18+5 

29. Kororareka . Drawn by Captain Cla}'ton on March 10, 1845 (the morn­
ing of the fateful fire) . Polack 's property was on the arch-shaped area on 
the hillside to the right. 



afar, he continued to fight 
a legal battle. It resulted in 
the passing of the Land 
Claims Settlement Act in 
1856, which has since been 
used by Maoris as well. It 

offered Polack restitution; 
hut since most lands could 
not he returned in the state 
in which they were confis­
cated, 450 British pounds 
sterling were offered to 
him instead. Polack w~1s 
not interested in th e 
money hut the right of per­
sons to own land without 
confisication by others, in­
c 1 u ding the Crown. In 
1860, the government did 
offer to return lands to him 
instead of money. The 
judge who handled the 
case was none other than 
Francis Dillon Bell, Mar­
garet Hort's Quaker hus­
band from Nelson, who 
had moved his family to 
the capital. 

Polack arrived in San 
Francisco shortly before 
the mad dash of the 
California Gold Rush 

30. Letters to the Editor, writ­
ten by Nelson colonists, dated 
1845. 
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1'.ELSOK 
T111 -..ompe•~·~ M-ial from the inbabi· 
&a11u of~plao11. addr,..ed lu thP latp re.idenl• 

u( tw..-11, •u lut•arded I>~· Col. WaLefield, 

~ nt•••-ned to Mr. lleclur or Mr. l'ol11cl 

• eu.a .... ,ca11nn bet• ~n &lie aelllem"nh bein:; 

ao rant. Mr f>olad' emhraced tl1e oppurtu1111y 
p,_.uled I•) 1&.e earl! aa1hn;,; <>f llu~ J".,.tona, 
or ackno•ladi:ine: ha rec .. 1pt. anJ rt:turned 1b1: 

"'"'-' t-uaeJ belo•. -·--
J'l\el,on, Jane Ind, 18 U. 

Tr• Till l9'114BlTANTS OF THE 

Bn· 01 hLAND~, l\rw ZEALAND. 

j .. \\·~ ·''"' 1111df'roi;:ned aertlera at l"eJ,on,dpsirei 
· au .,pr.,.. uur •111cerr •."D!Jlllhy, in abe c.wlarnih· . 
I • ·l.1cL ha• 1> .. r .. 111:11 )nu. We feel that tbt:: auf· I 
jf .. 1111::• •l1id1 art: 11ow )Our'1, 111i;;ht b11•e lieen · 
111 r pnr111111 u! tl11:: i111.J11l1i1111111 of lln)· flf ll1e otbf'r I 
•l'lllt'rn•·11h, li11d tlu• ronle41 iu wli1cl.1 Hli Excel·! 
IP11<"_1, Capl..li11 F11zro5, ba• hee11 eni;1tr;ed "itb ! 
tli" , ...... ., ... r the u~,. or J.i.i11d• occurre.1 el•e-1 
"''"'... 1 o ~ our,el•e• "e frrl U1e bi;; I.est JJrai•e: 
II nut>. for rurUe1trauct- "'L~u patit:"uce " 'as ro1n-1 
1nt"11d>1l•h·. a11d for a dtipla)· or courulo'l' w I.Jen 
.. c !!'"'" dt'rn1t1Hll'd ii: and • · 1:: dl'epJ_,. re:;ret j 
11i,, ,oui .-,,:nur '"U not 11Llt:: to maint11111 \OU in 1 
lift" j ..... .,....1011 ur ~our Lome£ and pr~peni. I 
11i:11111•t ••· o• .. r• Lelmir;; force of L1:i11i,:&, rt>n· 
•ler .. d bul<1 b~ loni; · lml'nnit), and a;;!!ni"1tled I 
"~ 111_111d1cioua tr1:a1n1e11t ar thr baud,; or Go­
YC'rnri.rut . 

"\\ e •enture to erpreu a Lope that this e•t>nt 
ma.' ~er cun1rit.u1e lo tbt> i,:ener11l i:ood, b_y ope11· 
Ill;;' Ille "J"' or our Ruler lo the impolicJ or Ifie 
rou.-.e lirtlienn pursued h) bim tfl" 11rd• ll1e ua. 
C••f'a . ,. ·cour•r •·l.iich ronld hllve no other ter-
1111111111011 tloan auch e•enu u ba•e occurred al 
lhit li•J of hlands, u b1ts been loui; foresf'en 
and J-"t'dtcted O)" all ilnpri:juail:ed pr1aon1 i11 the 
leur df'gree a«qu11inled 111·itb lb1: oa1i•e cha­
r11cter . •· 

LHere fol~o11· Two Bundted and S11ty Two 
61i;-11a1ur e..) 

.Audland, J lib Sept., J8'5. 
61a,-l hne the honor to adno,.·Jelge &he 

receiJJt of a !Uemorial. moat numerously •ii!ued 
b) uur fr.Jiu"· colo1111u Bl l\el1011, deeply e.rpre!>- I 
"'t' of l11etr •.' 111µ11th) and rej!ret at tLe disa'· I 
ttuu• 101• e.1pent:11ct>d hy m~· u11foru111at1: to"' n&­
me11 of loot It l.iume and properr_y at II U•se)I. 

J am re .. rful th11t the date of 1"0llr letter ln:!l"I" 

111tluce our l.tnd frit>nd• lo pre4.ume thr mi•c.i(. 
r111i:t' of tl1tc lllemori11l, or inrer a feelin;: ce1 · 
1111111.' nut ~r111eru1 on lhc p11r1 of tb.- bere,.•ed , 
11d1ah11u11111111•ul r"•iJ01adi11;: 111 a11 e.irlier perrnrl, I 
'" • 0 l.111d 11 rn111m111.iCHt1 .. 11, Lut it ""' onll re - I 
r.-ttPCl till• lliJ' . l.itt\"lfl . 11earh 1111'1 ll1e fare • -" liieL I 
t..-f~I •e•e,... : uf &lie l.ovt>ru~ent desµatrhe•, b) · 
it. .. "'rrci. ur tlie unfon1111111e Faircu uf Uu>IDU. 

T1ot ii:!Jali1t11nt• of lbe late to•r11•brJJ of llu• 
•tell, 111 ~ dlflJP••t-d tbruu;:honr tliett- colouies,­
fr", a11d lar bt"t" ee11-hut anxiou• llittt 1111 m11• 
r(junlh l•IHLa~ .. or II.it' ~ra1tfirn11011 J e.lJJ!'rie11rt-J . 

I 
"I• ,,.,,u. :11;.: tlH· pert111e111 IUH1 ~llldl) fctl11 ·;:· I 

ft:•111rt--<l 1•' •r 1 11u1nt-ruua. 1t.11d tur:b1 .' tt'f.lJCC"let.h ie l 

,,.,, bo ,'\ (I ~ n11r (t11 t •~ t"\1i .. HnSU., li.H• ~}t:"l0\1rldf ; 

I.• 11: u; •1> .-ar '" ' tl.t :l!HL rns;., 11. uur I\\ o Jund, ?".,.... I 
' T .... ra111 Ct"pllrtllrf' of II.if' J",ctorir., prPYl'nh . 

m." cal1111f.' l•·.:.:eli.Jtr "' ·' hate to" 11'1n~11 1K11~111;: ! 
1u ur l•t~r Au : .hu1d, tiut ~ 1:(1 eft>r\ •e11&1n1t""ul uf l 
<!t-t·i· ~-.;i.-,.:. I bt-~ ll• t• ·ntit:r lo !.Le 1nl,11h111rnt~ I 
,.f ~t·l• •• .i . • 111\ trHlSt reJ.i,..t• :·1 i ui ac.L.11<'" J~r!::,.111e111~ · 
II• l>eua. : u i ll.J~ lllt .. l.,,,rj~lll• au<J prop11tlUJli orl 
k~l. 

IL••~ tlir- Lc>nur '" l>t:, 

"'"· Tour rn vt.: ol't" · ~1en1 •~r.-ant. 

; "\\a .. l ·.,1 •-•'I ,A:c .. l. : . 
.... •• •• •I. 

J. b l'OL.-\CK. 
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EX •· J.'IMROD. 
TO CONNOISSEURS l...V TE.tl. 

MR. BARNET KEF.sING Legs to iD· 
form the inhabitants of Auckland, ud 20 chests superior Pekoe ft.avoured 

New Zealand gener•ll1, that having juat ar· CON GOU TEA. 
rive~ from England •1th a large and well u- ! 
eorted quantity of Muau.n1n, he will~ j THE Uoder~igned feels confident that asin· 
~ . to sell~ MCh .pricts ~-Will en111~ bim gle trial will prove it1 superiority hotb 
a qa~le~; B. ~ tro•ld call p:irunhr for strength and flavour to any Tea ever im­
auenuon ~his splendid aasortment of. ready ported in tbe Colony, haYing adopted the 
madedotb1ng, of ~c~ style and quality as principle of small profit and quick. return.­
has not been met with m Auckland before, at The price is fixed for thi1 superior article, 
the foUowing unprecedented prices, -fiz :- O J 

7
d lb 

£ •· d. n y 1 s. . per . 
A few superfine black cloth Coal' 2 JO ·o I HT.&H Jou Pe, 
Ditto " Pilot do t J6 0 Shortlan<l Strl!et, 
Dluo l'lperfine do do o 18 O 
Stout &rsey do J s .JJ Opposite Messra. Gibson dt Mitchel.· 
Superia Albert ditto, woollen lined 2 JO O 
Tweed Shooting do O IS o 
Canl00'.1 do do O 7 O · 
Check do do 0 S O 
printedMoleekin do o 12 O 
Bl11e phid Doeskin do l JO O 
Hollan4 BloU&e D 7 0 
Superiu- do flo o 8 O 
Super. 'llue doth Jackela l 10 o 

•• back cloth V•ti O 10 6 
1 1 llack aatiu do o II a 

CHEAP PORK. 

B EST QUALITY PORK. to be retailed 
at 3d. per lb.,-and Zf per lb: by the 

Carcase. killed anJ clean~d, oppos11t .\Ir. 
..\1ber·$, Hi;;b Street, on ~lonJay nc.1.t, l31h 
inst. 

)I111ch 10, 1848. " tgunid do do 0 7 6 
.. Jidr\"ale11liado o 7 F.================= 
" 'laney do do O 4 t 
" .S,olled 8tnll' do ~ a ~ 

Superftnt black eloth Trowaen o U Ji 
Estra de do 4o l o 6 
Superlioo Blue cloth do l O 0 

.. Dark Drab do l O 0 
Fine wbte Mole5k.in t1o ti 9 6 
Superior do 0 It .3 
Grecian loeskin do O 9 11 
lmi1atiopwoollen do • 9 6 
Fipred n.tio do o 4 6 

Dick do '0 a i> 
Flannel Dnwers O 4 6 
... h.e Shir\, linf!ll wris&bands &: collars O "' -6 
so · · ~-~do . !-1~ 

1RONMONGER.Y. 
60 dozen Nati•t Spadu 
.lmerican .ins 
Nati•e .A1e1 aud Adsea 
700 Iron Pol6 

IOt Plaid cotton Shawk, at 2s. each 
Saddles and Bridles 
En~lisb Blucher Boob 

TOllACCO, 11 hol,.ialc and llrtail. 

SIXTY K~g" Negrohead TORACCO, 20 
fis.;s to the lb. t Bl~f RR.AND~, h. 7<!. 

~O cn!e1 Cuendi~h. 18 figs to the lb., h. icl, 
20 kt'p:~ NP11:rohE'ad , ~mRlf fiEt, h. 6d. 
20 rolls Brazil, in h11skets, Is. 4d. 
30 kegs NPgroheacl, smF1ll fig, ls . '.Id. 
H-,000 t.hnilla Cignrs, No. s, 5.5~. per 1000, 
·' .d,~ty paid., 401. in hond 
2S,ooo H~\· aiinffr1 t:ignr~; 1'rt. ~. · ~Ow; Jl" 

1000, in bond • 
J. S. PoLAcK. 

Fehruary 8, l 84.R. 

27 DOZEN or Lownd,,' cr!P.hrnt"rl 01.D 
TOM, a deliciou~ liqueur, 30!!. pn 

dozen, free: of duty. 
,l, S. PoLA<'K· 

fllh.9, 184!!. 

CLEA/l SP EUJll Oll. 

~alt• I>» iluctton. 

CATfLE. l ., 
TBIS DAY, (8JITURDJIY), 

MR- HART I 
WILL OFFER FOB Sll.E, I 

This lt2orning at the Yard, adjoining the ' 
Auction M.art, at 11 o'Clock pn:ciaely. 

FOUR COWS 
~i:a: .Hf"ifer1t 
One yearling Steer, 

All ii prime condition ·and 
de RaJ of Islands. 

just arrive"d from j 

IMPORTANT SALE. 
Of' 

FINE BRED CATTLE, 
MARES, GELDINGS, ENTIRE HORSES, 

~ULLS, &c, 

~JR. HART 
Haspreat pleasure in 1innouociug that hf' bas 

J"ICeived instruction& from G. O. 011Msil\' , 

~"I·• to ofler to Public compeLition on 
TuunAY, the 29th dav of Julv next, 
at 12 o'Clock, at thf'-Stock-yanl of 

the: Blue Beil, in Queen Sfreet. 

TllRTY-F1VE FINE BRED COWS, 
(in calf). 

'lit· Anctioneu deem• it his dutv, in cal­
linf 1 he auc:ntion ofStock-keeperi., Dairy-men 
andButcher~ to this important Sale, to point 
out that this Stock is by fartl1e· very b~.st 
evr imported into this Colony, being from 
the hi1?hly bred and well L:nown herds of 
Pll'ER h•L~"' · E.so .• and were selected ·by that 
Getleman,ll\-0 --;re.~tbreed, ,...ilb the in· 
teilllsi of bis--.~ .a •reeding 1tation in 

. • ~ ~ ·....-. . ...... 111141..4 
dul lity ano usefulness are perfectl_yunrivalle<l • 

~hf' great &earcity of well bred Cows in 
}\p.· Zo::aland, and the very remote prospPCl• 
oinur having any freah 11hipmenls of such 
"1ak, as that now offcta for Sale, make this 
SU11 an ol'portunity a~ will 1101 llOOU again 
pr.<t'nt it.st-If; at which partiP.s will be f'na-

I 

Joo dozeo Mouaeitb 1eulet Handkercb iel'.i 
60Carpet~ 

Large assortment of Hosiery, viz ; 

Mens' t.ro•a eot1011 balfHoae 
.. Gre"f Lamb5-wool dit&o 
.. White do Sbiru 
.. Cott.on Panaaloollli 

!)lj tiATlRELS SPEllM 
Ion or Ion. 

0 IL hy the a:il-1 bk.l t.o r;upply thcmseh c:i; "·ith 6nt rate: 
' " St.d.:. 

J. R. Por."c-11.. ,-----------------

Blankets, in ~reat •ariety, manoractured u-
prM1ly for &be Nati•e Trade, t, 10, and Jl4 

Couoo Sbeeti, 9, 10, and 11-t 
Colored Counterpane., JO and ll-4 
Fine white Bed Quiha, fl, 10, and JJ-C 
Tello• Ruga, JO, and 11-4 
llaieed Colton Blankeu, JO and 11-4 
\\'itb a larie qnantilJ of Goocil loo 11umerou1 for 

an adweni.emeul. 
The whole: having been selected with 1uch 

care br B. K. himself, that they will be found 
compl~ttly adapted to the Auckland marlm. 

A fiberal allowance made &o Shop keepers, 
and Traden. 
Wholesale and Retail Warehouse, 

Shortland-11.reet, Aockland, 
January 21st. I 846. 
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J·"eb . 9, 1848. 

A 
ToR:!i, v. HATCH, 

S.\HLLE, v. HATCH. 

To be Sold by Public Auction, by 
MR. D. NATHA. .rv-, 

At his Rooms rn Short land Strttt, J.l 12 o'clock, 
on the 23rd of May, instant, 

T HE C UTT ER " H E R 0 . '' with 
' her gear, :is .;he now lies in Commercial 

Bay, the property of B. L. Hatch , the defen­
dant in the aboYe meauon,.d causes.-The !.:ltd 
property hanog been dhtr:u:ied under a War­
rant from the Resident Magtitra.te. 

Auckl.anJ, May 19, 1848. 

MAIZE, SEED-OATS, &c., &c. 

Just arrived, and on Sale by the undenign,d, 
at the Corn :ind Flour Store, 

EIGHT HC'.'\DRED bushels :-iew South 
Wales }faize 
Six hunur~d •utto, ~ew Zeabnd do. 
Thre~ humlred ditt.o, Oau and B:irley 
F lour, 1st. a.ad 2mL quality 
Oatm<'al. Rice, :ind Maize Meal 
Abo a few ton' of excellent P·Jt~r"'' · 

ABRAH.\..\1 .)lEARS· 
:ihvrtbod 't. ..\by I~ ' HH!:i. 

THE L·ncier•igned iJ a pllrchasor ol WOOL 
ior c~.b.. 

J. H. ASHER, 
Hi,:5b ~treet 1 



(Critct•s.u.) 

MR. JSR A F.T1 JOSF.Pll, 
l.ntr of the firm or Nnthnn mrrl Jo.•~11h, 
u.f .Auckland, IJ"rllin~tmi n111J l\/el1nn, 

/•{Mt• Zrnlaml, 
B E G S to inlimntl' tn hi!I friend~ ind thf' 

public or Nf'w ZeRl:lnd, thRt he intf'ndt' 
to •rt 11 a Gtner11l CommiPsion ·Agr.nt at 
Sydney. In tl1us 1tendering hiuenicl's for a 
1h1m1. o( ~he -Mrire rncre11~ing commett'ial trlln­
"'"'tione in N!'w z .. 11l11nd, to lbo1tt •ho ""'l' 
intru11t him with their C'ommi!11ic>n!, thl'y m11~· 
ri•11l usured th11t 1hr ~•rictest alll'nlinn 11h11ll 
he paid ln the m•nRJtl'mtnl or 11ny 11T11ir9 
1'hich may bt tri'11~mitted lo hi!! r11re, 

}Ir. confidently trusts from the '"perirrtr,. 
be hn~ hid •hile rl'~idi11~ in New Zt'11ln111I, 
11nd his local knowledge of ~ydn!'y, •ill rn11-
ble him lo gi"e '11tire 111ti~fanion-11l!10, hi,i; 
uniform pnnetunlity 11ni4 TPgu!Rriry whtn in 
bu~ineu, will be a ~uOicient inJrwtml'nl to 
tho~o "ho mav fa•or him with thrir cnrnmi!t­
~inn'I tn know· thftt thry will be f!lilhfull.Y 11t­
tf'n1ff'd to. 

Mr. I. J. beg!! tn infnnn thnte 0f'ntltm!'n 
who rtrp1irf' enrtlf', th11t hr. hRS f'Xtent1iYl' Piul­
rlock11 lit C11mp!'rdowr, three miJpq from ~ytl­
""'.I" 1'her11 l'Rtllf' e1111 gr11zl' until rcadJ for 
11hipmf!nt, insll'nrl of ~ing driYen • lonll rli~· 
tanct, and lhrn put on boiud 1hip1 whirh in 
mat1y in-.t11nrl's ('tnu~e the cnttl11 to die. 
590 George Stn>rt, Sydney, 

January 3, I £1414, 

32. Announcement of the split up of firm of 
Israel Joseph and David Nat/Jan, 1848. 

hegan. Barnet Kees­
ing, his wife Hannah, 
and two daughters fol-
1 owed him. Young 
John Keesing did too. 
John Keesing had 
celebrated his Bar 
Mitzvah in Auckland 
and left home at six­
teen. Hannah Keesing 
was pregnant when she 
left Auckland. She 
gave hirth to her third 
daughter aboard ship 
as they entered San 
Francisco Bay. One 
San Francisco 49er 
oldtimer recalled that 
ahout thirty of the one 
hun<.lred Jews in town 
joined for the services 
for the Jewish New 
Year that September, 

and that the only woman in the group was Mrs. Hannah Keesing 
(who became the Jewish mother-teacher figure there just like her 
mother-in-law in Auckland, with whom she continued to main­
tain close ties). 
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GOLD RUSH AND ASHES 

Auckland was in an economic depression in 1852, when Char­
les Ring, a prospector who arrived from San Francisco, made the 
first discovery of gold in New Zealand. It sparked a rush to the 
Thames region, a two-day's trip from Auckland. For a while, the 
number of people in Auckland grew; but most new arrivals soon 
headed for Thames. Still, the Jewish congregation of Auckland 

32. View of Auckland from Queen Street, 1852. Cemetery is to 
the right of windmill. Auckland Institute and Museum Archives. 
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,\1>\ll::iSW:f OF TlH. Jl£WS TO PARLL\.­
-'l E'i I'. 

'. l"rr>ru 'h" :H<>ek E1cha.no(e E.lµr.,H, Oct. 22nd.) Ii~~ 
Tbe (.lvll1t al whid1 we lune arriv~d in this 

:;rea1 .. r;,;11111e111 i11v11t:i;,.. pau•e. Frocn the elc· 
•atiuu we ha""° rl!<£1:1ocd, wt: luok down upon lhe 
i.Jarlo. '11111 i!re<1ry vaill:.v lhrou:,;h wludi we h<nl! 
pah~, a1ui Jerivl! hope and eneourotgP.111e11t 
frl)lll the ~raJUai rt:tnt)Y ,d or the llhlllJl.C(t!:i Wl.11\:U 
iroped1<J Ille aJ.,a11cerr1t~11t of the J1!Wa tu the full 
enju)tU.:111 of the privlle;;e- au•l 11mnu111L1~ o( 
th., lSriti.n cuui;titui.011 . It i:1110" aJ111ttt.:J with 
acan:..:ly an e1c.:pli•rn wort fl tre1ui111; "'ith a (cd· 
i11i; 1111Jre eleY<1le1J than JJlly, ,.t11u1 a m •rn 11 no 
lu11;!•:r tu ue hdd in dc r i .. 1011, ur ~u11111b11eJ aa 111<1 

rwtllu uf 1yn11111 _v, lc;; .diz.:<.1 lly .Hatutu, ••r •<illC· 
· ""'"'! t.y ..:lltilu111, 111ercly b., ·.- uL:i<' 11e i• •l .I ~w 

All modern lawn~1"lt concur in the soundness 
of these Y1l!w.. . Tt1011:!h acls of Parliament ar~ 
tbl!oret1cally 10 fore~ 1intil · they are furmally re• 
pealed, ye1 1h1!y mav he nullitieu by the upera· 
111>11 of subse•ptent ucl~; and. by the inter[Jrcta­
tion ~ivt!n tu them h~· tbe courts in tbe course of 
jurisµrudence, be rendered practically C)(linct. 
Our 1:uurt,i .,f 1:1Jmmou l:.lw, an' l al~o of appeal, 
cunstanll _v c•rnlirm 1liis Ytew. Though 111 ccrt<1i11 
ul.t law:; ~ ; Ill unrt! p t'alei.J, tbe Jewi are re;; :1nle<i 
a:t alit!11:1,) et tht!y •ire n·~ar1ie11 a~ c it1ze1ti; and. 
ai :>ud1, are a:J ,·u1nplew1y proiectetl, lwL11 iu per­
son anti propP.rt)", by cbe la",; ii:j •uty otll.:r clus1 
of subjects. Let any one be Lol.J e11oui;l1 to enll!r 
a court of law or equity, and allcmpL 10 iuvali· 
<late a 1.Jar-~ain "itu <L Briti:0l1 -lwrn J.,w, 011 the 
~1uu1111 •,f l1i:0 bt!iu; an alien, anJ cunseqnently 
inc:aµaole of dai1u111~ protec11on from tue Iawtf 
uf tht: lan J ; and be wo11!1l ,;0011 lind, to bis cu11-
fu,;ion anJ l0ss. that he hail ~rossiy m1s~o111:c1v~J. 
hi!i position. Property of al111ost every 1icscrip­
lto11 i:t cYery Jay pa:.seJ 10, ;inJ repasscd by 
Jews, as mailer or bar:;>tiu a111l sale, an•l th~ 
tr<rnsfer i" rl!,;arJed aa secure and "ralid, iu tlrnt 
uf any cuntm.:t to w llich <.:hrisuans of tlle estab­
lisheJ rcli;;1011 tue parties, If, tberefore, UJ6 

co101uu11 consent of the n.ttion has abolished 11: 
princi pie, tb.e e ."<islt!nctl of w llicb. wa.t properly 
re.;:-ti d<!d as a d 1s,;ractl to a free constitutic.11, why 
shuuhl the le:;i~larnrc, w'Jidi. oui;bt, a& le 11;&, 11> 

he rc~•l l•ll<!J l.> _v, if 1 t reiu11e 10 J irect ~b., public 
1n'i11<J, i11 t l1e fur111ali•••I of its cbaracter, still re:1i11e 
llll, pop11liJI' <lCIOOll~lralttJll C lf the ,Jew ill tU 
be ~uvcrucd by t:w :wtl111rity uf the la\or, I.le 
ou~ill. on t:f<H)' prin..:l(ilc: vi ~111111d re<1aon, he ad­
m1=>8ibltl to a :>l!at 111 tl1t: lc.;i:1Ia1ure. !::io much 
for tht! ri,,.1/il ,,r till! J<!.v, in an abstrae1 point of 
•iew, to"" ad1n1~:1i • i11 tu 1i1e Uv11tie ofCu111inon~ 
ti t>lccce<l tb.Y the Y••ice .,,· lli1 l<liiow ·c1t1z>!n'> iUI 

their rcpres..:nt .11 ive. 

33. Article prompted 
by Rothschild's ef­
fort to win a seat in 
Parliament. 



benefitted, as most of the Jewish newcomers who headed to 
Thames continued to keep ties with those in Auckland. By 1853, 
the Jewish congregation of Auckland numbered nearly one 
hundred. Of those who arrived at that time, many were, like 
Queen Victoria 's husband Alhert, German-speaking. There 
were, in fact, so many immigrants from the German states in 
Thames that performances of Viennese Strauss music, led by the 
non-Jewish German great-grandfather of the current Prime Min­
ister of New Zealand, were often heard at the intermissions of the 

34. Asher Asher's fire helmet, 
axe. Museum of Transport and 
Technology MOTAT collec­
tion, Auckland. 
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35. Asher Asher, Superintendent, Auckland Volunteer Fire 
Brigade. Copied from oil painting which hangs in firehouse. 



very British cricket games. Isaac Davis, a Jewish violinist, per­
formed in Thames. Another Jewish entertainer, Wizard Jacobs, 

" offered some distraction. He called himself "Professor of Scien-
tific and Mechanical Philosophy," which meant that he was a 
magician and a ventriloquist. Neither Jewish entertainer ever 
scheduled a performance on Friday evening, for they were strict 
Sabbath observers. 

A great celebration took place in Auckland at the Masonic Hall 
in 1857, when the Jewish community hosted a celebration in 
honor of the fact that, at long last, Lionel Nathan Rothschild 
would take his rightful seat in the House of Commons in London. 
He had been elected to the post some ten years earlier and even 
reelected. But he refused to take an oath on the Christian Bible, 
and was therefore not al lowed to 
take the seat. He did so only 
after the language of the oath 
was amended. 

That year, a major fire swept 
through Auckland, a city forever 
plagued by fires. Firefighters 
ran private business services. 
They only took care of fires in 
residential buildings and busi­
nesses that had insurance 
policies with the company which 
paid their wages. Homes and 
businesses often became piles of 
ashes before competing com­
panies would decide who was 
covered. 

One of the worst fires began 
shortly after a good-sized ship­
ment of liquor was delivered at 
the Keesing Hotel on Shortland 
Street, where another hotel now 
stands. This fire was one of many 
that the Keesing family had suf­
fered. After agonizing over the 
loss of this property, which was 

The I.nee 1-'lre. 

A. &: l\ . KEEBINO, -a their 
F"milies, return thtir heart­

felt thank~ tu those kind neighbours, 
~crcral uoknown, ~ho so promptly 
nnd cfi'edu11.lly nided them iu uving 
soml' J•ortitn 1>f tlieir prorierty &\ the 
dis11F.trous fire on Wednesday morn­
ing Jut. 

July 9tb, 1858. 

Also. 
A. & R. KEE8ING of the J,on. 

don House and Bee Hive have taken 
premii;es just below the " New Z9a.­
Jander" Office, top of Shortlaod-st., 
where fhey are <>Jlf'Ding a Large 
Qu1111tify of the Yarious G 0 0 D S 
sarnd from tbe late fire, at a Tery 
slight adv1<nce oil the London Co6t. 

.luly 14th, J85il. 

J TAKE t.he liberty of thanking 
tho maDy acq uaiDt~oees and also 

Etrangcrs who i;o kindly c&me to my 
rtssiet.aocc on ·the occasion of the bte 
fire, I can only attribute the snfety 
of my own premises, a.s ~ell, perha11e, 
as ihe greai.er portion of tlie bu~· 
ness partof the city to the strenuous 
exertions of the Fire Brigade and 
ot.her citizens. 

1 BEKDRt SoM.KJl'l'ILL. 

36. Notices from the Auck­
land Examiner. 
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owned by his in-laws, Asher Asher could stand it no longer. He 
decided to form a fire brigade that would serve the community at 
large and be staffed by volunteers. This fire brigade was credited 
with many heroic measures and became so successful that it was 
an honor to be part of it. It was the first such service anywhere in 
New Zealand. Some of the Jewish families whose members were 
in the Volunteer Fire Brigade had surnames like Joseph, Hart, 
Fernandez, Holt, Levy, Mendelson, Isaacs, Davis, and Myers. 

Asher Asher also organized a Fire Brigade Band. It was called 
on to perform at for all sorts offestive occasions. When the Duke 
of Edinburgh arrived for a visit to New Zealand in 1868, a parade 
was held in his honor. The following day, a poem appeared in a 
newspaper. Asher Asher saved it in a scrapbook which is now lo­
cated in the archives of the Auckland Public Library. Titled 
"Reminiscences of the Recession Procession," the poem states: 

Procession Day the Governor comes 

Mid sounding trumpet.\~ heating drums. 

The streets look gay, the cannon roars, 

And all the world turns out of do01:'l. 

But who is this rides up the street 

With helmet, axe, and rig complete'! 

Who can it he, the merry crowd inquires. 

Why gallant Asher, putter out of fires. 

Wealth from the Thames mines spilled into Auckland. The 
Auckland synagogue was opened in 1858 and was located on 
Emily Place, at the crest of Shortland Street. It seated about one 
hundred congregants. P.A. Philips proudly wrote about the con­
secration to the.Jewish Chronicle (~{'London. He hoped, of course, 
that others would be enticed to come to New Zealand. A rabbi 
named Dr. Adler arrived from London shortly thereafter, and he 
remained with the congregation for nearly thirty years. 

But yet another rift developed in that little community: one 
group broke away. It hired a separate meeting place and brought 
a rabbi named J.E. Myers from England. He was a recent 
graduate of London's Jews College and was barely twenty years 
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old. The task of leading a splintered congregation in an environ­
ment where the seasons were reversed and where Maori distur­
bances were going on may have been more than he bargained for, 
because he decided to leave within a year to hecome the rahbi of 
the Jewish community of Belfast, Ireland, instead. The splinter 
group continued to meet for a while longer under the lay leader­
ship of P.S. Solomon, until he left for nearby Fiji to become the 
editor of the FUi Times. 
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Five years later, the Auckland Jewish community mourned the 
loss of Rosetta Keesing, the communal grandmother. Her death 
marked the beginning of the end of Auckland's tightly knit and 
observant Jewish community. 

Families split even more after 1865, when Wellington dis­
placed Auckland as the capital of New Zealand. By then, the 
Thames mines had been shut, partly due to Hau Hau disturban­
ces. South Island, where a Jew named Alhert Hunt was awarded 
a bounty for a gold find hy the Province of Canterbury, attracted 
many. 

43. First page of offerings. Auckland Hebrew Congregation 
Archives. The new capital was moved to Wellington that 
year. The synagogue was consecrated in Auckalnd on 
Chanuka. Note the double 13 donations (not double 18 or 
chai which is based on Chassidic mystical symbolism). 
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GLITTER IN THE SOUTH 

The growth of Dunedin, which was founded on what was a small 
whaling station, was limited by stiff cliffs. It was hardly prepared 
for the influx of people from North Island, Australia, and Europe. 
As late as 1861, Dunedin had a population of 641; and Otago 
Province, of which it was the capital, had 4,000 souls. It was a 
town that was well planned out by its founders. But within two 
years, Dunedin's population jumped to more than 80,000. Most 
of those who arrived in New Zealand's South Island at the time 
came through the port of Dunedin. The whaling vessels which 
once brought "black gold" from the sea and which had dominated 
Dunedin's shores till then were soon outnumbered and nearly 
blocked. 

Dunedin was founded in 1848 by a Scottish dreamer, Dr. 
Thomas Burns, who was a Freemason, Presbyterian, and nephew 
of the poet Robert Burns. He gained permission from the Crown 
to found a settlement as a religious haven, just as the Plymouth 
Bretheren were allowed to do in New Plymouth. Dr. Burns would 
talk of being a new "Moses,'' and spoke of his captain as being a 
new "Aaron" aiming to build a Christian Zion in New Zealand. 
But he was not visionary enough to suit the Baptist Captain Car­
gill, who led followers further south to found lnvercargill. The 
few Anglicans who had come along from Britain found it ad­
visable to leave Dunedin too. They founded Christchurch in 
1850. 

From the beginning, Christchurch was in competition with 
Dunedin. Both offered bounties for gold finds. Both were eager 
to attract manufacturing, and both tolerated the small number of 
Jews in their midst, but Dunedin favored Freemasons. From the 

47 



(t.h~ ~rm ~~nlanct ~tm:tnnq. 
-----~~----~- ... __..,.,.,,_.. .. ........... . - .... 

AnniverN.riea or the Provincee. 
Wrllil'L'trfll, .J11n. H, tll411, lht yr. I OlllJl<l, M11rrh 1:1, 1•4•, 1~th ~ '"'" 
A•u •l•n•l, Jan. Ill, 1114•1, 11"1 p. ()mlrrhnry .1~ . l~lh, ll•!ln. 11th' r . 
1·.~.,,.l;, M11rt'h :u, l!Hl, tilth yr. Jl11"kr"• Ua~, )\lo'" 1•1, 111!\P . ~ul ~r . 
l'lo-l••n. l'rl1. I, 11142. J9th yt11r. Mnrll>n1"1•11i;h, No,·. 1. 11'!19 ~'"' " 

The Calend&r for t8G1. 
11,.t~ft•• 1.fflp Ytttr.-Gnlrlnt /Ir"•"'"''• 19.-r.., .. rr, ll.-f)rlu!f '"' S~·. 

tt.-11-i•iNll bllrr, F.- .. n11 l•rliMi""·' ·~wi•' l"tw•.~'tl -
F!f"r1in11 l"nr, 2'07.-Jt.-011 )'rnr, tr.u -J•lia11 ,.,,...,,, '·~ = • · 
f;,....;,,,. Y.ar, 1172 .-P~riotl J"ror, 12:10. -Sr••io~ 1·,..,_, 1co•1 _ .. 

Hnh..Jaa )'tar, 1277.-lkrtgalH Yr••. 1167.-A..-isa l•ne. 

1110. 

Pe1tival1. 
19. Whit ~1111 ·1"' J "'' · r.. 'F.rir·h;ny 

t: . f'rptuRj?t'Pim11 ~nm111y 
:.n. K inJ! l;huk-i: 1. llt'hnulec'I 

Fu. 10. t'hl'l"'t' Rnntl•'· 

24 . 4rtf'Ml~· Jfoih1l11y 
2t. Trinity ~11n•hy 

n APh Wrdn!'lldAT 
I;. I Snn1l1n in u-"nt 

lu11. 1. St. Jlli,ltl 'p J>u 
I;. St. Patrirlt 'a DiiT 
14. 1'11lm ~nmtny · 
IS. IA<l ·: H11t 

'"· GNt FndaT II. Eut" Snn.\aT 
An. 7. U... f'undn • 

l!l . St. GMr~·i D11" 
Mn 5. R•'Clllil'lh S11n1ln\ 

o. lluly Thnn•la~· · 

l!I. Hf'tllflT11tinn nf Cbul" 11 
30. ( '.nrp11~ ("hri•ti 

.h'"!'lr.to. It.~ . nf Qn""' \"j.-1,,, ;11 
ti . )'mrlam111iun 
!4 . '1iilwintrr 1111~ 

Arr. . It rnnrf' A••~11'. Birtf .. hy 
, f'11r . 19. )lirll1Phnw I•• · 

JiuY. 5. ll11n1"-•w1l• r l"•.f Jl;. , .. 
t. l'ri"''"' °' w.1 .... · e011 .. 1 ... 

:tll. !"I. Andn-w·• )la,-
J'ln . l. I ~un•lllT in A .1,;.n1 

11. f'• Thnm•,·· 11.,. 
t~ . Cbri~lnw 1111, • 

Tlir. .lt:'1fi11h Tf'nr !16H romTMnr!'ll nn ~ptrmlu 2~ 

llilnry •• . • •• 
• .,. .. trr ·•· •• · 
'lrinitT.. . • •. 
)firh!lfhrw ... 

48 

Law Terms. 
hr11:in11 .T11nnnry 11, ari•l l"ll•I• .l11n11~n it. 

,. .A}'ril 1r. M11~· 11 
Mnv 2Y ,lnnr Ill 

,. :No;l'm't<'r 2 l'i•••rw'"'' !~. 

44. Map of Dunedin. 1848. 
Prepared for the New 
Zealand Company. 

45. Page from New Zealand Al­
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Year is listed clearly. Other ethnic 
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It reflects the Freemason outlook. 



start, most Jews in Dunedin and Christchurch were not strictly 
observant. They attended Sabbath and holiday services, but they 
did not adhere strictly to the code of Kashruth or the rituals of 
devout Jews. Most were young; many were single men who took 
their meals in pubs or restaurants. Most avoided eating pork, but 
pork was never a very significant food in the diet of most New 
Zealanders. 

A glimpse into the attitudes that prevailed in those com­
munities can he found in the hook Even Sapir, which was written 
hy the Jerusalem-horn poet Rabbi Joseph Levy Sapir and 
published in 1872. The book details his travels in Yemen, Arabia, 
and India as well as New Zealand and Australia. He spent the 
month of March 1862 in New Zealand. 

He arrived in Dunedin just before for the holiday of Purim. 
The celebration in Dunedin was doubly joyous that year because 
the synagogue was consecrated on that day. Clearly, plans for this 
synagogue had been developed before anyone imagined the ex­
odus to the west. But though nearly 150 congregants came to the 
consecration and Purim service, no one had seen fit to assure that 
a megillah (scroll) of the story of Esther would be available, 
though a Torah was placed in the Holy Ark. It is the custom to 
read the megillah of the story of Esther to the assembled public 
on this festive holiday. Rabbi Sapir wrote that when he dis­
covered there was no megillah, he sat down and, on kosher parch­
ment which he had purchased in Yemen, he wrote it down 
through the night, having memorized it as part of his basic educa­
tion. A minor error in the transcription of such a megillah would 
not have been considered harmful, anyhow, and would not have 
rendered it unkosher. It is the one document that is copied by stu­
dent scribes as they practice their craft of calligraphy, since it is 
acceptable to make mistakes in transcribing this story. Such er­
rors, however, would make the parchment of a Torah inscription 
invalid, not strictly kosher. 

Rabbi Sapir wrote of being invited for the Sabbath meal at the 
home of the president of the congregation Joseph Levy. Mrs. Levy 
told him before the meal began that the meat which would he 
served at the Sabbath meal would not be strictly kosher, though 
she had continued the tradition of salting the meat for an hour 
before cooking. No ritual slaughterer was available; and since 
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funds were limited, he was told, it was enough that they managed 
to pay for the building and achazzan (cantor). Mrs. Levy also told 
him that for the first year after their arrival they did not comsume 
meat, but then she gave birth and needed strength. A nursing 
mother must he fortified, that is clear. There was plenty of fine 
meat to be had, even though it was not slaughtered according to 
rabbinical dictum. 

In Christchurch, the rabbi was detained beyond his expected 
stay, as an autumn cold snap caused the port of Lyttleton, from 
which he was to depart, to freeze over. He stayed on for Passover 
and was asked to lead the sedt:r and offer a hit of traditional 
religion. 

Passover without matzah, unleavened bread, is meaningless. 
But there was none. The rabbi himself baked matzahs for the oc­
casion, few in number, just enough to satisfy his needs for seven 
days, and the needs of the forty seder guests. Again, no kosher 
meat was available, and the rabbi subsisted on fish and potatoes. 
Rabbi Sapir's New Zealand visit must have been somewhat jar­
ring to him. He was more worldly than some other Jerusalem rab­
bis, hut this was clearly not the way he would build a new Zion in 
the Orthodox sense, if there is plenty of everything. It was probab­
ly just as stressful to the Jews of the communities which he visited, 
for they saw their Zion as a land that was free of the dictatiorship 
of the orthodoxy. 

Rev. Sapir must have told the aging Sir Moses Montifiore about 
the state of Jewish Orthodox observance in New Zealand when 
Sir Montifiore arrived in Jerusalem for Passover in 1866, for a 
young shochet (ritual slaughterer) was dispatched to New 
Zealand from Jerusalem a few months later. Sir Moses Mon­
tifiore and his wife Judith had no children, hut they saw the 
Children of Israel as their children. They were very much at­
tached to the Orthodox traditions and financed Jewish causes. 
But they had no fondness for Chassidim. 

In those years, when the Turkish Ottoman Empire still ruled 
over much of the Middle East, it was hard to be a Jew in Jerusalem. 
The Jewish community had to pay the Turkish Ottoman Pasha a 
yearly tax for the right to worship at the Western Wall. Disease 
was rampant. The Jewish community itself was at odds. The old-
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46. Seal of the Sir Moses Montifiore project in Jerusalem. 5646. 

ti me, gutteral. Hebrew-speaking Jews of Sepharadic background 
and the devout and scholarly followers of the Gaon of Yilna who 
rounded the first hospital in that old city, Bikur Cholim. were in­
vaded by the dogmatic, self-rightous Chassidim from Austria­
Hungary. The main source of funds which kept that wretched 
community going was the charity of the few who cared to fund 
them, people like Sir Moses Montifiore and his wife Judith and 
the American Judah Touro Fund. lf there was anything other than 
poverty that could be found in ahundance among the Jews of 
Jerusalem in those days, it was unemployed Torah scholars who 
were well-trained in Jewish rituals. But when the British Pales­
tine Exploration Fund was allowed to set up an archaeological 
program in the Holy Land in 1864, new dreams developed in the 
minds of some of the unemployed Torah scholars. Some were 
very struck hy the hroad knowledge of the Bible that non-Jewish 
British scholars had. One of these, a h:rndsome young man named 
Isaac Zecharia, had a facility with languages and learned some 
English. He was chosen by Sir Montifiore to go to New Zealand. 

Sir Mon tifiore managed tofu I fi 11 a number of promises th rough 
Isaac Zecharia. He had promised Dr. Samuel B. Saunders, the 
Australian philanthropist. that he would find a fine son-in-law for 
his daughter. Dr. Saunders donated a large sum towards building 
a badly-needed home for the aged and needy in Jerusalem. Rev. 
Zecharia became that son-in-law. But hefore heading to 
Australia, Rev. Zecharia also served the needs of the wealthy 
Sasoon family, which was anticipating a Bar Mitzvah. He was a 
private tutor and shoe/wt for that family in Bornhay and Canton 
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for half a year. This experience offered him a chance to learn 
some Hindi and Chinese, languages that were to become useful 
to him in the goldfields. He could have hardly imagined that ships 
from Fiji hearing foods for Hokitika, where he would settle, 
would have Hindi-speaking crews or that Chinese prospectors in 
the goldfields would turn to him as translator and counselor. 

Having married the daughter of Dr. Saunders, Rev. Zecharia 
arrived in New Zealand when the Jewish communities of 
Dunedin and Christchurch had closed their doors and moved to 

47. Cattlemen chasing diggers. Illustration from Otago Daily 
Times. 
the west, to Hokitika, the "Queen of the Goldfields." 

There is no record of how the Zecharia couple arrived in 
Hokitika. Chances are, they came by sea. It is probable that the 
young Australian bride was pregnant. In any event, it is doubtful 
the journey was pleasant. 

In the early days, travel to the Westland and Hokitika was over­
land. Even the Cos Cob horse-drawn carriage transport services, 
begun in 1863, were unpleasant. It was necessery to climb rough 
ranges and pass snow-covered mountains and a glacier if one 



48. "Crossing The Mountains at Harper's Pass." Illustration by 
Nicholas Chevalier, an illustrator on the staff of the Otago Daily 
Times and close associate of Julius Vogel, the editor of the paper. 

started the journey from Dunedin. There were some stops that 
could be made, like the one at Queenstown, where orthodox Ben­
dix Hallenstein and his wife were located, and at Haast where the 
Marks family was located. But even so, it was a challenge. Un­
predictable weather was a problem. Once, a freak blizzard caused 
many prospectors to be marooned. Some were discovered only 
long after they died, when the stench of their defrosting and 
decomposing corpses was detected by passers-by. 

Anyone starting from Christchurch would first have to cross the 
Canterbury Plains, which appear deceptively harmless, par­
ticularly since there were no wild animals to worry about. And 
unlike the challenge of arrows from Indians that greeted the 
pioneers in America as they tried to cross the plains, there was no 
such threat in New Zealand. But heading westward, one would 
find, even today, a threat posed by nature. The land has sparse 
vegetation and wide rocky river beds which are bone dry most of 
the time or else flushed with frenzied floodwater that gushes in 
wild fury. Rugged mountain ranges follow more rugged ranges, 
leading to even more rugged cliffs. A certain loneliness envelops 
the area, which stretches far further than most expect. But the 
most dangerous moments came when prospectors would traverse 
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land claimed by cattlemen. 
Travel to Hokitika by sea began in 1864. Hokitika did become 

the fifth major port in New Zealand, but an astonishing number 
of shipwrecks washed up heaps of debris on its shores, enough to 
be a lucrative source of firewood for the growing community for 
many years. Michael Albert, a Jew from Posen, was aboard the 
first boat that landed in Hokitika. He became the first postmaster 
of the town. He was was a Freemason and became a member of 
the Masonic Lodge of the Westland, which was founded by John 
Lazar, another staunch member of the Jewish community. Lazar, 
who had been the first Clerk of Dunedin, became the first Clerk 
of Hokitika (he had been the three-time mayor of Adelaide in 
Australia before that). He befriended the young Julius Vogel in 
Adelaide and was his mentor in Dunedin and later in Hokitika 
too. Julius Vogel became the first representative from the 
Westland to the provincial government of New Zealand. 

Before the Zecharia family arrived, a minyan could he found 
daily at the Weld Street warehouse of Bernard Marks, the lay 
rahhi in Christchurch. In 1865, according to news accounts, the 
first services for the Rosh Hashannah were held in Hokitika. 
Rosh Hashannah, the Jewish New Year, began that year on Wed­
nesday, September 19th. A newspaper advertisement ran the pre­
vious day to inform the Jewish community that the services for 
the High Holidays would hegin at 6:30 p.m. in the hack of E.L. 
Nathan's warehouse. The notice was signed by Joseph Moss. 

A wooden synagogue was built the following year. It was 
painted white, had a facade vagely like that of a Greek temple, 
and seated about 120. Money for the building was donated by 
L.E. Nathan, and land was offered by the provincial government 
which supplied land for all churches. The synagogue was located 
on Tancard Street, the second street from the waterfront. A Torah 
scroll came from Christchurch, and additional items were 
brought from Dunedin. It was not ready for Rosh Hashannah, hut 
it was ready ten days later and was consecrated in time for Suk­
koth, the Feast of Tabernacles, which celebrates the last harvest 
of the season. Rev. Zecharia had the honor of leading the first 
Rosh Hashannah service in that synagogue, welcoming the year 
5637. 

Many German-speaking Jews came to Hokitika. A German 
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49. John Lazar in Freemason outfit. Museum of the Westland 
Collection. Hokitika. 
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50. Cartoon which includes 
John Lazar, Clerk of 
Dunedin in Dunedin Punch, 
September 30, 1865 . 

51. Cartoon. "Mr. Vogel's Address". 
Brown. 1863. John Lazar is shown 
seated "backing Julius Vogel." Other 
obscene Jew-type with hooked 
noses and wild beards ·surround 
Vogel who could not be caricatured 
with such a nose since he had a 
nose that was much more common 
among European Jews. 



C'luh was formed. According to the local newspaper, one of its 
rnemhers, Herman Mayer, tried to grow chicory, which was used 
as u coffee suhst itute in Europe. Mayer took off for America hut 
returned 4uickly. What he found in America was financial depres­
sion and a general malaise following a bloody Civil War. On his 
return, he married a daughter of John Kristle of Hanover. The 

52. Julius Vogel. 1866. Museum of the Westland Collection, 
Hokitika. 
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couple produced nine children, eight of whom survived to adul­
thood. 

Most of the Jews were not prospectors but shopkeepers, food 
and supply wholesalers, lawyers, photographers, surveyors, and 
doctors for humans and for horses. The few poor horses that 
made it to the Westland were put through their paces. These hor­
ses were expected to transport heavy loads and in off hours to race 
for public entertainment. And since there was no other source of 
transportation, they were often forced to cope with flooded paths, 
drunken drivers, and loose rocks underfoot. It is no wonder that 
they often collapsed. Dr. Henry Beaver, aided by his wife Mar­
tha and Dr. Samuel Schlesinger, were continually busy. 

Bendix Hallenstein was one of those who had intended to deal 
with food supplies when the family first settled in Queenstown. 
He set up a flour mill. But when many prospectors and other 
travelers heading west requested other items, he focused more 
on general merchandise than on milling flour and transferred that 
task to a mill in Invercargill, where the family first landed upon 
arrival in New Zealand. lnvercargill was, after all, in a direct line 
northward from Queenstown, and the route was not hampered 
hy poor geography. (Queenstown also became a gold mining area, 
hut was well situated midway to westward routes). 

There were some attempts by Jews to develop cattle stations 
near the goldfields. Albert Marcellus Cassius even developed a 
sheep station that yielded the first fine wool shipment from the 
West, hut it was foolish to develop such an export when so many 
other areas were doing far better in this commodity. He became 
a hotel owner in Hokitika, along with the Levy family which 
owned the Prince Albert Oyster Saloon, the young Solomon 
couple who ran the Shamrock Hotel, Pinehas Solomon who 
owned the Cafe De Paris, and Mrs. Nathan who ran a kosher 
dining room. 

According to the recollections of one former miner, Hokitika 
was the "Wonder City of the Southern Hemisphere." At night, 
when diggers who worked in areas all around returned to town, 
the scene almost defied description: the streets were thronged 
with people, and places of amusement of all sorts were ablaze. 
Ladies-de-ballet and serious theater, saloons and private parties, 



53. Sarah (L) and Emily (R) . 54. Henrietta(L) and Hannah (R) . 

55. Mary Hallenstein 56. Bendix Hallenstein 

It was family legend that Mary chose Bendix, though his two brothers were 
equally interested in her. She had taken on the job of housekeepoer fro 
the three brothers after arriving in Australia to visit her own brother. She 
chose to marry the youngest who then transferred to New Zealand. Col­
lection of Otago Early Settlers Museum, Dunedin. 
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lectures and gossip, all could he found. Whale oil and fine fish 
came from Kaikoura and Westport. Limes, oranges, pineapples 
and other fruits, as well as an ample supply of sugar, came from 
Fiji. There was a larger assortment of food there than most had 
ever seen. And with John Lazar's constant admonitions, Hokitika 
was known as the most orderly gold rush town. 

Bernie Ballin, a burly eighteen year old, won a reputation as a 
tough guy who could lick any Irishman as long as he was offered 
a purse. The Hokitika Jewish community also included 
Shakespearian actors, bookmakers, chorus girls and musicians 
who often had trouble finding lodging, even in Jewish hotels. But 
Jack Harris, the hotel owner, welcomed them. 

There was hardly a year when weather was not a disturbing fac­
tor. In 1867, a hlizzard killed many prospectors. Two Jewish 
brothers, Louis and Bernard Ehernfried, hoping to make a for­
tune with a cattle station that would supply beef to the goldfields, 
lost everything when their cattle froze on the hoof. The 
Eherenfried brothers left the area shortly thereafter and settled 
in Auckland. Others lost money. Some became destitute, hardly 
able to eke out enough money to pay for transportation out of the 
place. Even John Lazar had money woes and had to be bailed out 
by memhers of the Jewish community. 

After the blizzard, a terrible flood struck Hokitika. It was one 
of those floods that hits the area every twenty years or so. But no 
one knew of that then (although the few local Maoris did, hut no 
one asked them). The Pacific Ocean undulated with wild tidal 
waves, breaking huge rollers on Hokitika 's shores. 

In 1869, Hokitika was engulfed by flames. A fire started in 
Levy's Prince Alhert Oyster Saloon and consumed much of the 
business area of the town. John Lazar, by then sixty- six years old, 
was pained by the events. In Dunedin, they joked about him be­
cause he initiated a dog registration ordinance in an effort to curb 
rabies. In Hokitika, he tried to enforce a rule stating that all busi­
nesses should have a barrel of water on the roof for firefighting 
purposes. That, too, was ignored. Though he had the function of 
serving as the communal "grandfather" of the Jews of Hokitika, 
many ignored him just as they would have ignored their own con­
cerned parents. He was one of the few Jews to stay on in Hokitika. 



Devastating fire Ravaged The 
Business Portion Of 
Hokitika Causing Heavy Loss 

The fire started in Levy's Prin co Alfred Oyster Saloon, v,llir.h was 
next to the existing S~mthl:lnd Hot cl It spre&d with great rapidity 
5outh, as far as the right of way opposite Weld Street, and north to 
Williams chemists. Here the flame a were- stopped by the putli~g· d9Wll 
of a shop to create a fire break .. 

Hokitika.'s most deva.s~ting fire swept Revell Street at 4.30 a.m. 
on Sunday, July 18, 1869. ·Property and stock valued at £30,000 (pres­
ent da.y value more than £100,000), were destroyed. 

In all 17 business premises, .&n d several cottages were completely 
gutted, and two houses had to be de molished ~ curb the spreading 
flames. 

·The alar1n wn!I J?iven by a L1mnaid, Ali~ EJitb Hannan, who was cmployrd at the 
Southlnml llotPI. She WR!I aron!\4.•d. h~: gla.'!.'I falliug into her bedroom, the window of . 
which wn~ crnckctl 01111 shnll<'re1l hy the he"t. . 

· Yrs Rou!le, u·ho lin1l oppo!litP.' .. ,f.ali~~t:to •wa~n~il. land woke btr husband, who 
rung tht Lt>ll which hung in front.:or the ' htitl'l. 

The night policeman on 
aluty, _Conatable Barrett, who 
al10 saw the fire ·very early, 
arouaed · all the ncighbou,. 
"W1to lived ncarb7. Pc:tcc\ive 
·arown, who had juat arrntcd 

I C.wd1, cf)nCeeikna. . N;t . beo!ll 
burn~ h ·~! dedd~. /JJ i\r~ 
Ma)·o.r and . Jnspfdl•r Brousll~:n 
t;l dl!n\O\W\ a bulldln; an4 . IO 
.:ro·11te .a Are-bre•"-

the ruins unUI all dllnger """' 
pir~f~. . 

The Damage 

a ·man fpr a trivial offence, D d Do 
let hi1 m11n free and gave the ragge wn The followlni: b a lisl of lhe 
alarm on the fire-bell at the building~ dc5lmyt'd by lhe fire, 
Fire Station. . . r S<>!f ·mon'1 ·~rt' WU broken In. also the approximate valuc :-

l ·'l ind a number of lixt.-s were Cavell, confectioner, 1tock and 
The Brigade mustered In full tiikc:n out. am\ t~ attop · of Mr premlM?s, £300. 

!Orce and aided by the staffs or F:.;ull.nc::', · halnlr-r, . wa1 Ramace. tailor. stock destroyed 
the newspapers, the cn~lnc, hook ct-osen, the ,.nc~. ·· ud joliltl ~too, and bulldloc owned bY 
tnd ladder carriage and hoi;e reel Wl·J :! cut, 1raJ'Del3 · r~'<\e"~ ~r·~ Hinchcliffe; £150. 
'4·ere run out lo the well at the the wall~ were drnggl-d ·dOwn . · Moss. boOkseller, 1lock and 
corner of Revell and Weld J.~can.,...hile, o" the eL~l ude ol premises, •f500 . 

. Sweets. Here thr. suction was con· flr.\'(;li Slrtct, wlnd'"':s wcr~ Mcyerslcln, lronmong«, alock 

.iiected and the en;;inc manne-i cnid~ea and broken, a:ad and premlsn, 12000. 
by willing hands. \'l'rnnciahs ~orchcd by the ••'?:&t. Rising Sun Hotel, )lcCovern. 

Spread North 
Rmr:liets an'i irup were p~o- stock 1200: premises £1000. 

' cur<.! from lhe various &lor~ a:td Ross. fruiterer, stock and pre-
hun;? In front of the v1u-l1Jua mli;e1, 1600; also cash box with 
t-l:\CCf . and 'k.cj>t WC!t· by buckfol 60 SOVI. • 
brip.des of willing h•lpers. P..e- f..:cv)-, Oyster Saloon, stock and 
11\y~ or mPn work~'<I ou· the i'Um?.S fllltngs 150, and bullrJlng UOO. 

A splrndid ~• rr;un or waler \vas 
ilirech .. 'tf on the lir<'. whirh by thl5 
time had o.ssum"tl tPrrihlc pro­
portion~ ond h:id sprl'ad north 
and south. Th1•rl' was ll ~11£;ht 
mceze frum the i.oul h-en..;t but 
·iucklly •lid not olro-ct thl' pc•-.il1•1it 
very se11ously. u,,spitr tho• .:real 
:eaorts or the Brigade . the lire 
c;ontlnucd to 11prPad \ 'Cl")' . r:spldly, 

During the progreca of the 
fire th1: "A11embly" was 
1ounded and most • mcm- · 
bera of the 1at Wcatland 
Rl!lu Volunteers assembled 
'With eap1 and 1ldcarm1. At 
first the)' patrolled the area 

. of the fire and tater were 
stationed at variou1 point• to 
guard the good1 and stocks 
being removed from the 
various placn In the path .of . · 
.ihe fire. · 

"l'tte nrc racf'd Oererly to ttut 
t0uth and after the shot• cil Mr 
lllytntein. lronmonii:~r. · · Mos.' 
"w1 ·a.:ent, Rnm1111tr. talll>r, an1 

:ind wllh .. thr ht-111 o( the hr~- Heli 11nd Perkln!I, photo· 
1•;1-nk at la.''t su«t't'ded In 11to>p- . ft'aphen, stock and premises 
p;!IJ; the pro~ns or the n~mn £500. ' 
nt. Wekl StrffL · · · llolel dr Fnincc. and South• 

· land' R""laurunt, ownl'd by H. 
The fire r11ged to the north Hansen, 11nd valuf'd at USOO. 

ot Revell • Street and d-:. R. Walker, Casino de Venice, 
r..oliahed Mveral 1hoDL Tho •lock and llttlnl:ll 1600, prcmlsell 
er.,lne wu taken from t~ owned by ~slu~ £2000. · 
Weld Street -"· throug"'\ Goldstein, .clothier, 1toc:k, shop 
Tancred llreet, te the well and colta;e. 12000. 
at Stafford and Revell ltreei. Webb, fruiterer, '1tock and pre· 
here the engine 'vaa placed mlllM, £400. · . 
•"If water pumped •" '"• Oriental Hotel, owned by Ca~ 
fl:imeL Another bulldlng that alua, llOOO. 
or Mr Last, dentist. ..,81 John!lton, Ironmonger, stock 

. pi.;llrd down, 'and · here the and shop, 15000. 
progre11 o" the fire was at I Osborne, jeweller, stock U\'f'd, 
IHt arreated, and tt:: aclj,•11- . shop destroyed, UOO. 1•, 
Ing premises ef Mr Wllllan11, Tlllbrook and Ives, stock, UOO. 
chemist. were iaved. • How·ortll, lronmonccr, stock 

' \\ htn the water In l!M- tank 
w·a11 exhau•d. lh• tnaillt' wu 
lakerr to lhe · laconn • on . Liie 
bc·n<"h and from oi.~ .irtn.\'A!lt 
llu·nms of watrr .-rrt pun111-'Cf ··n 

and premises, '1000. 
Lut. halrdres.'4!r, 1tock .150, and 

premlaea owned by Llemrr • .UOO. 
'1'.11111 bulldlnc wu de1nullshed to j 
make flr .. brrak In 'ort.h nHr 
Wllllaru. cllt'mlst. · · : · · 
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When the gold mines at Ross were opened, he tried to found a 
Masonic temple there, but the mostly Catholic Irish miners ob­
jected. Legend has it that the lumber which was brought to Ross 
for that purpose became the ceiling of the Catholic church. 

The first postmaster of Ross was a Jewish Irishman, Solomon 
Maurice Spiers, from Dublin. Spiers was the owner of a stationery 
store, and it was there that the post office opened in 1873. He took 
to reading and writing letters for Irish miners, most of whom were 
illiterate. Love letters, in particular, and other news that they 
would rather not have the local priest know about, were first 
deciphered by Maurice Spiers. Spiers joined another Orthodox 
Jew, Alexander Singer, in a number of business ventures. The 
Singer family, which had been among the staunchest members of 
the congregation when it was thriving, became the core of the 
small Jewish community in the Westland after the great retreat. 
Spiers and Singer were close even in death. They are buried next 
to each other and their wives under flat Hebrew-lettered stone 
grave markers in Hokitika's cemetery. 

Alexander Singer brought his wife and family from Poland by 
way of London. After Rev. Zecharia and his family left Hokitika, 
Alexander Singer and his wife Rebecca became the mavins in 
town. Alexander Singer was known as a singer of sweet melodious 
tones in the Eastern European Jewish tradition. Btit piety and 
strict religious observance did not keep trouble from the Singer's 
door. A young son, Asher, died in Hokitika of an illness. Their 
oldest son, Joseph, drowned in the river. Their daughter, Liba, 
became pregnant while unmarried, having been enticed to share 
a bed with a goy, a Catholic Irishman. The offspring of thisshunde 
(family shame), named Annie, was "adopted" by the elder Singers. 
Annie did not know that "Auntie Liba" was her mother, although 
it was clear that there was a very special bond between the two. 

Close relationships with Irishmen were not uncommon, par­
ticularly in the gold mining areas. Godfrey Jacobs would tell tales 
in his later years of his Irish partners. He teamed up with them in 
the Australian mining areas, continuing the partnership in New 
Zealand. His partners were Ca~ holics but were satisfied that he 
was a pious Jew who was so devout that he continued the practice 
of laying tflllin every morning. This ritual, done as part of solitary 
morning prayers at home or in the company of a minyan in the 
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57. Advertisement. Spiers and 
Singer, Ross. 

58. View of Hokitika, from Vogel's Handbook of 
New Zealand, 1875. 
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59. Article on the drowning of 
Joseph Singer. Hokitika Guar­
dian. 

60. Photo of tombstone which 
shows only Hebrew writing. 
No one knew whose grave it 
marked until it was 
deciphered by the author in 
1986. it states in Hebrew 
"Here lies Joseph son of 
Alexander". 

The fllllowin1 pariicul1U'1 of the fa"l K­

ciJeut at the 'l'eremak&u. are aupplicd by Lhu 
Kum&ra Times of S•turda1 :-" Last .:nu­
iu.: a number of 1uan1 ruen left tuwil for Lbu 

purpose of J11nio1 a b&the in ~he Tercmak:u1, I 
ulthou~li ICt'CriLl of them wero well ~-
q ullinted with the treo.cheroui nature of tl.iit 
l'i\'cr, which not only ia fall of eddies_ but 
u.60 posscs1tta two diatlnct curreut.a-a warm 
uuc on the tup whb an ic7 t:Jld oue uoJu- 1 
nco.i.U1. Amonii thoae who went ia the water 
Wll:S ll l-'ro111i:1iur yoons man o~m.ed Jooeph 
Singer, 1011 of Mr Sio1er, w~~w:ikcr auJ 
jcwc~kr. He wlldeJ iu fr-;111 the shin;lc bank 
till he reached ~tw.:en four &nd O.ns f~ct, 

w-hcu h~ cutDmenced 1wiwwiug1 tbo o~bcr 
baLhcra bdn1 aoout :SU Of -IQ yarda dbt.;Aut., 
All at. onctS tbey he&Lrd ~inAt>t cu.11 uut, "'ml 
t.h~uldn~ ho wu u11l7 juking thc7 t\)()k ou 
uoLico of hi10. They then o~n\."1 him 
aLrug~liug i&& the waLor tow~ lhu ahure, 
auil 1.hiokin~ thuro w:ia diiu&et tbo b;1.lhcca, 
wbu wcro now · Uioroa;hl7 ar.lu1uctl, in­
istau1.l7 auu.do toward• him, u"' "efons they 
C(.lulJ. reach biau lao wreat ~~D aaiJ ucv~r 
ru1u Cll(uio., . .!nrr e1fllrt W"U wail.: by 
tboate preeeot to flncl the bod1, bu wiL11out 
11uccc:1111t the . water ·belnv. v-:ry Lhick :wd 
muilJ,y. 111 &he meantime oowa •u cun­
veytd to t.o\fu. ~4 a ouwb~r .of pc~aa weul 
down to thi riYer. ud up to a late hour las~ 
ni'-ht were buai.11 CDiil&4Sd ~arclllng fur Lh.s 
body. A.s.u.~ )iour:thw mcm1io;r Co~ · 
al&ble M'Ca.rW7 U4 Jlr'· .ko• proc.edcd to 
1earch for tJie ·llod'f, ,,.. li0Carcb7 aaw . i' 
l1ing in about four feet of •&&er. The.boJy 
W:LS t.hcn 1rMppled :ioll .bro111'ht lo tho 1l1ore, 
:a.mi t:a.kcn to hia faLher':t n.~i~nc-e. and thu i 
(JO-"iLiuu uf tlu.: 1:u~p:KJ is~<>•~-J lh:A~ 1Ju: &I'-- j 
CCOL:tl!U l1&l b~a ~zcJ watb .:n.m1•1 u buLh· · 

. U1e lll'ms aud lep~ds .. a 'afe 0oPC)f the I 
m°"t pl~l~ ql1'1t *1 Ma ~ oar · In to 
YtineN n die ~ .. ~e•I took cm 1he 
.youo1 a.i~·.: f&Uwr, f(, .._ ~ "'f.,avJll ~ 
·totce' ib&l )• wu .pran~ ~-~" 
lo&o the rtnr aA4 &.akt~ -,.".,-J"to111 die bank1 

•bile bia :cries were trqly heuftorondin1." 
An l oq 11cat. wu kold on tlu: bod7 "n SaturJa1, 
At wbic:h a. Yerdlc& of'". Accldent&l drowolu11" 
wu• returoed1 IUld the remaina were ~keu Lo 

HokiLika for interment. 
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synagogue, requires a man to tie to his forearm and forehead 
small black boxes containing some prayers which have been writ­
ten on kosher parchment. These boxes are kept in place by thin 
leather straps that are wound around the arm in a specific man­
ner. But after his daughter Louisa died (shortly before her second 
birthday) and his infant nieces Lilly Kate and Louisa Jacobs died 
in Dunedin, Godfrey Jacobs and his wife Leah could hardly be 
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consoled. In defiance, he stopped the ritual. Why thank God for 
sending suffering to innocent babies? His Irish partners coaxed 
him to continue his prayer sessions. "Come on, God," they would 
say to him, "put on those harness straps to hring us some luck." 

Albert Marcellus Cassius, whose hotel burned down in the hig 
fire, stayed on and hought a stake in a gold mine in Ross, together 
with Kominsky, the theatrical producer. This investment yielded 
him such unimaginable riches that people began to call him the 
"Rothschild of Hokitika." Perhaps he hought the stake that was 
owned by Nathaniel Marks, who took his own life one night in 
Ross. (He was found dead in his bed, and the coroner's report 
stated that he had committed suicide by taking poison. In con­
trast, John Marks, who was a storekeeper in Haast, was reported 
to have had done nearly as well as Marcellus Cassius. He sold his 
husiness and moved to a more inhabited location after he hit the 
jackpot with a parcel of "course gold" on which he gambled.) 
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There was one ugly case of anti-Jewish sentiment recorded in 
Hokitika, but the name of the Jew was omitted. The case involved 
a Jew who was accused by an Irishman of swindling. It involved 
the value of paper money, the favored form of currency because 
it could be carried more easily and was stolen less often than gold 
nuggets or coins. But since paper money was in short supply (the 
central government did not think of such things until Julius Vogel 
hecame the national treasurer), promissory notes were made up. 
Even the Bank of New Zealand (BNZ) issued promissory notes. 
In this particular incident, the promissory notes which Falconer 
Larkworthy, the representative of the Bank of New Zealand, left 
with a Jewish storekeeper were in question. This Jew had dealt 
with many Irishmen since Irish diggers were in the habit of send­
ing a monthly check to their families back home. One day, an 
Irishmen was paid by the storekeeper for gold with a BNZ promis­
sory note and then rode to Waitahuna to get a check to send to 
Ireland through the Union Bank. He presented one of the notes 
he gotten from the Jew; hut the teller refused to accept it, saying 
it was a "duffer." The Irishman, stunned, returned to the store and 
asked for his gold back. The Jew offered to take the notes back 
at a reduced price. The Irishman was angered and started a rumor 
that the Jew issues "flash" notes. The Jew was placed under ar­
rest. He protested his innocence and tried to offer a plausible ex-



planation, hut he couldn't even get hail. His store was padlocked, 
and the police chained him to an iron bedpost in one of the jail 
tents until the next day when it became clear that it was Falconer 
Larkworthy who had been operating in a questionable way. The 
case against the Jew was dropped, and he was released. His name 
is still unknown, hut the story is recorded in the annals of the 
Bank of New Zealand, which also notes that Falconer Larkwor­
thy later became the representative of the Bank of New Zealand 
branch in London. 

Rev. Zecharia returned to the Westland in 1874, when the road 
from Hokitika to Greymouth was opened, allowing for the 
development of the mines which yielded significant deposits of 
coal. By then, whale oil was not in great use, and coal was the new 
driving force which fed the steam engines that were used 
everywhere. Coal was the fuel used to create power for trains, 
ships, and other machines. In order to transport coal from the 
West to Britain or Europe, a railway was built from Greymouth 
to Christchurch. It is still in service. Bendix Hallenstien, who by 
then had become the mayor of Queenstown, invested in various 
in Greymouth enterprises. His representative in Greymouth was 
Jacob Bosch, a cousin. Bosch died in Greymouth and is buried 
with others whose graves are marked with Hebrew-lettered 
tombstones. The thirteen-year-old son of Henry Jones who later 
became the first paid reader at the Christchurch synagogue, is also 
buried there. 

In 1875, Sarah Singer married Henry Zalick Levy. According 
to newspaper reports, her father officiated although Rev. 
Zecharia was in nearby Greymouth at the time. This wedding, 
which took place just before Passover, was the first marriage of 
Jews to take place in Hokitika. Unlike the biblical Sarah, Singer's 
Sarah seemed to he forever pregnant. In thirteen years she had 
Ralph, Joseph, Fanny, Rebecca, Alexander, the twins Lazarus 
and Moses, and Phoebe. Liba Singer, the errant sister, later mar­
ried Samuel Henry Morris and gave birth to eight more: Joseph, 
Solomon, Rachel, Prudence. Sadie. Samuel Gibbons, Maurice 
Henry, Fredrick Asher, and lastly, Alexander Richard Jubilee 
(born on the Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1887, shortly after 
Alexander Singer's death). 

Elias Benjamin was one of the first Jewish children to be born 
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in the Hokitika hospital. which was opened in 1877 and was 
funded in part hy donations from Jews. Children of the remain­
ing Jewish families attended a special Saturday program led by 
John Solomon whose son Abraham died in Hokitika at the age of 
fifteen months. 

Elias Benjamin was proud of the fact that he represented the 
West Coast in the North-South rugby game in Wellington in the 
1890s. He was editor of the Hokitilw Guardian for many years. 
According to Edward Keon, the retired editor of the Hokitika 
Guardian (which was co-owned hy his father and Benjamin), 
Elias, when retired, delivered the newspaper to suhscrihers as he 
rode around town on a bicycle, while a green talking parrot was 
perched on the handlebars. It was his sad duty to sell the proper­
ty of the synagogue. The building had burned down in 1922, and 
by then it had not heen used in years. Elias Benjamin was mar­
ried to a non-Jew hut was known in town to he orthodox, since he 
would not even allow pork into the house, much less eat it; and 
he never worked on Jewish holidays. The couple was childless. 
Benjamin was one of the last Jews in Hokitika, together with his 
cousin, Lyons the casketmaker. They stayed on though they could 
not even muster a minyan. There had heen a higger family there 
once, but they had left in the 1870 exodus. Ethel Benjamin, his 
cousin, was horn in Dunedin in 1875. She later became the first 
female lawyer in New Zealand. 

John Lazar died in 1879, at the age of seventy-six. Rev. 
Zecharia was moved by the death of this suhstitute father. He did 
his duty, assured the that within a year a tombstone with a 
Hebrew-lettered inscription would be placed on the gravesite, 
which is located on the hilltop facing the Tasman Sea. The design 
of Lazar's tomhstone was prohahly not one that Rev. Zecharia 
would have chosen: it is the tallest in the cemetery, and this kind 
of tombstone is not traditional among Jews. The Freemasons had 
commissioned the tombstone with regard to John Lazar's strong 
adherence to his Jewish beliefs and did not crown it with a 
pyramid. The Hebrew-lettered inscription on the tomhstone 
faces east. The Zecharia family packed up and left for a journey 
that would bring them to Jerus<dem. 
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VOGEL MAGIC 

By 1870, Julius Vogel, then thirty-five years old, had climbed 
close to the top of the political ladder: he had become the 
Treasurer of New Zealand. He had left the Westland a few years 
before the great fire and had moved to Auckland, nearer to the 
thermal region. In Auckland he started an ill-fated newspaper 
named the Sun. He had lost control of the Otago Daily Times he­
cause of his assertion while he was the representative of the 
Westland that South Island should completely separate from as­
sociation with North Island. But he learned to regret that stand 
and to see the importance of a unified New Zealand. 

Though he had learned to ride adversity when the Otago Daily 
.,..,.,,,.,,..,...,..,_ Tim,es was first published and had 

managed to to brush off the sneers 
when his first edition of 2,750 
copies appeared and when the 
press burned to the ground within 
weeks after the first editon was 
published, he could not manage to 
get his new newspaper going. He 
decided to focus his interest on an 

65. Headquarters of 
Southern Cross. 

existing paper, the Southern Cross 
(named after the heavenly con­

stellation that directs sailors in the South Seas as the Big Dipper 
does in the Northern Hemisphere). While Vogel was in charge, 
the Southern Cross presses were used to print the first edition of 
the Auckland Star. Before holding top national position, he rep­
resented Auckland City East for a while, and later he represented 
Wanganui, a developing agricultural center in the southern part 
of North Island. 
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66. First day cover of the Otago Daily Times. Dunedin,. Friday, 
November 15, 1861. From Otago Daily Times Centennial Edition. 



67. P.A. Phillips, first mayor of Auckland. It is said that he was 
particularly proud of being the ironmonger who produced the 
railing for the Prince Albert Park that is located where the bar­
racks of the militia once stood (across the street from the 
entrance of the University of Auckalnd) because his initials are 
also intertwined within the design of PAP. 

Philip Aaron Phillips, the ironmonger who had hecome the 
first president of the Auckland synangogue. was elected the first 
mayor of Auckland while Vogel was living there. Annie (nee 
Myers) and Philip Phillips were old enough to he Vogel's parents; 
hut the second mayor of Auckland, Henry Isaacs, was more his 
age. Isaacs, an exporter of sandlewood and whale oil, was mar­
ri ed to one of the Keesing girls. Anti-Vogel and anti-Jewish sen­
timents soon surfaced, as illustrated in a poem appearing in one 
of Auckland's newspapers: 

Time was when Auckland new.\papen· 
Battled for 1ne und you 

But now it appew:\· that their capers 

Are acted for Vogel the Jew. 

Julius Vogel's move to Wanganui in 1869 was an affirmation 
for the Jews who settled warily in the Taranaki district where 
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some bloody battles had taken place between Maoris and 
Europeans. The to~n of Wanganui had developed at the mouth 
of the Wanganui River where it spills into the Cook Straits (which 
separate North Island from South Island). For a while, travel by 
way of the Wanganui River was the only way that Europeans 
could go fro!Il Wellington to Auckland on land, so to speak, 
without being'ambushed by some radical Maoris. 

One of those who was very influenced by Julius Vogel was 
Lewis Cohen, who arrived in Wanganui as a boy with his widowed 
mother and who later spent time with the Vogel family in 
Christchurch. Lewis Cohen became a collector of Chevalier's 
works and later donated them to the Wanganui Museum of Art. 

While Vogel was the representative for Wanganui, he managed 
to help establish a truce, a compromise with Te Kooti's followers. 
In later years the Auckland Star wrote about that truce: " Who 
knows but what the Maori people recognized in the Jewish states­
man ... new friendly relations with Europeans was the result. For 
Vogel knew, as the Jews of old saw in days long past, a country 
going on from strength to strength needs ideals of justice and 
mercy coupled with righteousness for a free people." 

This truce also assured the peaceful reopening 
of the abandoned mines at Thames and paved the 
way for a project dear to Vogel's heart: building a 
railroad line from Wellington to Auckland. 

In his capacity as Treasurer, Julius Vogel pushed 
for enhanced communication throughout New 
Zealand. He was responsible for the development 
of roads, the South Island portion of the New 
Zealand National Railway, a postal system that also 
functioned as a national insurance system and an 

assured savings bank, a link with Australia and San Franscisco via 
telegraph, and educational, social, and medical services. He as­
sured that jobs would be available equally to Europeans and 
Maoris; and he even understood the importance of curbing real 
estate development and setting aside lands for a national park sys­
tem, similar to what had been done in the United States by then. 
It is no wild exaggeration to say that much of New Zealand's cur­
rent life-style was shaped hy what Vogel set up for its citizens one 

hundred years ago. 



Dunedin was to become the city that celebrated the inaugura­
tion of the national rail line. There were some who thought that 
Vogel had gone overboard in the celebration display, particular­
ly when his. portrait (designed by Nicholas Chevalier), which 
decorated the railway station on opening day, blazed at night with 
gas floodlights aimed from the hotel across the street, in a man­
ner nobody had ever seen before. 

The railway project and the construction of post offices and 
other public buildings required trained engineers, architects, and 
craftsmen. They came. Jobs on many levels and in many trades 
were generated through these programs. The magazine Building 
News of 1875 stated that the railway stations and terminal hotels 
of New Zealand were the finest in the British Empire: the most 
practical, the best run, and the most egalitarian in their services. 

All this was achieved with funds generated through Vogel 's 
creative financing. He floated a huge bond, causing some to 
wonder if he had lost his mind or if he had set himself to making 
a fortune. But again, many were surprised when the projects paid 
off. New Zealand was the first nation ever to repay a major loan 
on time. 

During those years, Benjamin Disraeli was the Prime Minister 
of Great Britain. But Benjamin Disraeli, who was born a Jew, 
chose to convert while Vogel openly retained his heritage. 

68. Portrait of Julius Vogel. Turnbull 
Library Archives, Wellington. 
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Julius Vogel became Premier of New Zealand in 1873 and 
again in 1876. During his tenure as Premier, he forcefully pushed 
for a larger immigration. As Vogel saw it, immigrants were 
needed. He even returned to Britain in part to recruit immigrants. 
He wrote a handbook to help attract hoth skilled and unskilled 
people. In this handbook he mentioned all the industries, all the 
communities, all that could he achieved, and even how many Jews 
were located in various areas. He stated, for instance, that 293 
Jews were known to reside in Otago. Not everyone was enthusias­
tic ahout more immigrants. Governor Grey actually returned to 
New Zealand to run against Vogel in an election to show that 
Vogel was out of line. But Governor Grey lost. Many came, hut 
there were few Jews among them. It must have been dishearten-

69. Cartoon. Auckland Punch, 1868. 



ing to Vogel that so few Jews took the opportunity to come, even 
though living conditions were oppressive for so many in other 
lands. By then, it was much easier to reach New Zealand. The 
Suez Canal, which was built with the aid of large loans from the 
Montifiore and Rothschild funds, was opened a few years earlier. 

While living in London, Vogel was knighted by Queen Vic­
toria, and he continued to work for the development of a better 
New Zealand. He recruited Dr. Gerrit Yan Asch, who arrived in 
New Zealand in 1875, to develop a program of education for the 
deaf. The Van Asch family, wife and daughters, became teachers 
in a school which was founded in Sumner, an agricultural suburb 
of Christchurch. Van Asch first came to Vogel's attention because 
he tutored the deaf children of some wealthy Jewish families in 
Britain and was associated with the Baroness de Rothschild's 
model school for the deaf. 

This was not the first time that Julius Vogel had intervened for 
the New Zealand populace to assure fine medical service. Years 
earlier, in 1864, there was a problem at the hospital in Dunedin, 
where the first resident surgeon, a Jew named Dr. Yates, had been 
accused of refusing medical help. There was a suggestion that he 
did so because the patient was not Jewish. It turned out that 
Dr.Yates was so worn down with cleaning bedpans and sweeping 
floors that he hardly had time to offer any decent care to anyone. 
Julius Vogel saw to it that the doctor was freed from such duties, 
so Dr. Yates developed a system of fine medical care for the 
people of Dunedin and the many others who later flocked to that 
city for medical care. 

Vogel's battle with the gout and the strain of squabbles and ac­
cusations became a burden. He had other personal reasons for 
wanting to return to Britain after starting his second term as 
Premier of New Zealand. In August of 1876, when news arrived 
that the British Agent General to New Zealand had died, Vogel 
decided he would like that job. But his quick departure again led 
some to suspect his motives. 

He never did get to build a railroad line from Auckland to Wel­
lington; but in truth, he did not abandon it. In fact, he used his 
connections in London to gain needed financial support for build­
ing the rail line at a time when the government of New Zealand 
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refused to back the project. 
The Vogel era was not yet ended. More was to happen. But he 

had set a tone, a standard. In one community after another, Jews 
ran for office, were elected to various positions, and often became 
mayors of their towns. New synagogues were built. New industries 
were developed. 
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NEW ROOTS AND 
SYNAGOGUES 

By the late 1870's, though no one community had a large num­
ber of Jewish residents, Jews were being elected as mayors by 
local constituencies. In Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru, Queenstown, 
Thames, Ashburton, and later in Christchurch and Masterton, the 
post of mayor was held by a Jew at some point. 

Nelson was one of those places where a small Jewish com­
munity existed from the early days of its settlement. Nelson also 
became the core service town for a number of surrounding gold 
mining areas. A terrible event took place there. 

In 1866, five unarmed men were murderd outside Nelson. One 
of the four accused murderers was a London-born, forty-year-old 
Jew named Philip Levy. He had, by then, already gained a reputa­
tion as a "fence" (disposer of stolen property). Perhaps he had 
been inspired to enter that "profession" by tales of "Ikey" 
Solomon, the well-known English thief and fence whose reputa­
tion was such that, according to some, he was the model for Char­
les Dickens' Fagin. Yet Philip Levy was not known to have 
committed a dangerous crime before. Unlike his companions, 
who had records as hardened criminals and who had been sent to 
Australia as criminals, Levy had gone to Australia on his own. He 
met the other three there and rejoined them in New Zealand to 
form the "Sullivan Gang." 

On this particular occasion, they supposedly knew that a stash 
of gold from Hokitika was about to reach the area. They attack­
ed five men as they passed Mangatapu, the mountain sacred to 
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72. Caricatures of four bad men. Nelson Provincial Museum. 
Maoris. The victims were robbed and killed in cold blood. Sul­
livan, the gang leader, turned state's evidence. He was never tried. 
He swore that he kept watch, holding the horses while the other 
three murdered the victims in the bushes. One of the others ad­
mitted his own involvement in the crime, hut said that it was Sul­
livan who was responsible for the bloody part. According to him, 
the other two (Levy included) had nothing to do with the event. 
He stated that when Levy and his pal heard of what was planned, 
they left. The third said he had nothing to do with the murder and 
that Levy was altogether framed. He said that he and Levy left 
when they heard of the plan and aimed to reach Nelson that night 
so that they would not be implicated. He said that he hecame ill 
and tired, and because of that they had to stop and camp on the 
road to Nelson. He said he felt strongly about Levy, a staunch 
friend who stayed with him through that ill-fated night. Questions 
arose about why they had made no attempt to reach a nearby guest 
house (two miles away from their claimed camping site) and why 
they hid from passers-by if they needed help. A jailer testified that 
a few days before the trial Levy had eaten some smoked fish for 
breakfast, fish sent to him hy a "brother Hebrew," and that'what 
he didn't finish he asked be given to his pal. The jailer claimed he 
found a message artfully tucked in the leftover fish and that the 
message supposedly told his pal to contine to adhere to his story. 
It was claimed that when Levy learned that this note was dis­
covered, he became very nervous and begged to have the as­
surance that the local rabbi would not he told about it. The fact 
is that on the night before the hangings took place, Levy handed 
Rev. Isaacs a letter that was to be sent to his mother in London. 
He proclaimed his innocence to her. Levy was the only one of the 
gang to be defended by a lawyer, but it obviously did not help. To 
the bitter end he proclaimed his innocence. 



On an early Wednesday morning, October 5, 1866, Philip Levy 
was hanged along with the other two. It was the first hanging to 

take place in New Zealand for premeditated murder. The bodies 
were available for inspection till noon, then molds were cast of 
their faces. The death 1m1sks of the "Mangatapu Murderers," as 
they were called, are on exhibit in the Nelson Provincial Museum. 
Sullivan was released and continued to live and prosper in New 
Zealand. 

This ugly case did not deter additional Jews from joining the 
Nelson congregation in the years that followed. By '1869, the 
Jewish population numbered 130. The first synagogue was built 
six years later, and it was named the Hebrew Tabernacle. It was 
located on the west side of Trafalgar Square and erected on land 
aquired by Haym Davis, who arrived in New Zealand in 1861 with 
his wife Rosina and their sons. The family, which arrived in Nel­
son by way of Wellington, settled in Nelson after a stay in 
Hokitika. 

The Nelson synagogue was consecrated on the Sabbath before 
Rosh Hashannah. The Nelson Ernminer recorded the event and 
stated that it would take place "with the customary solemnities, 
which, we have been given to understand. are of very imposing 
character." Among the congregation were some who came from 
outlying areas like Murcheson, people like John Bennett and his 
wife Anne. 

Nelson, which is one of the sunniest spots in New Zealand, be­
came in later years a center for the arts. But chances are that few 
residents know that Nelson possesses some precious tombstones 
which have rare sumples of poetry in Hebrew to he found in New 
Zealand. Abraham Davis and Isaac May were honored in this 
manner when they died. 

Isaac May was twenty-three when he died. He came from Ham­
burg; hut for some reason, he went off on some task and never 
returned. His grave marker states: 

It's ll day to weigh thefiuits (~(his deeds 

Stepped into unknown, put !Uc in his hwuls 
A sorrow to parellfs, dashed sibling dreams 

Close to his start death took its stuncl. 
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74. View of Nelson. M. Willis Wanganui, Lithographer. 

75. Sketch of tombstone of Morris Bucholz. 
Odeda Rosenthal 1986. 
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This is what it states in Hebrew: 

,,i,1nm ,,n nY,ni:i. tpox':7 oi, 
,,n::::i:i. iwnJ ow,, o,pnir.i':7 ,yy 
Pni,nxi ,,nx nipni ni:i.x nin 

,,i,y nir.i;i i:i.y in':7,nn':7 :i.iip 

Note that the first letter of each line spells out his name. 

A few other Hebrew-lettered markers still can be found in the 
Wakapuaka Cemetery in Nelson. 

Joseph H. Levian became mayor of 
Nelson in 1875, during a period of finan­
cial turmoil in that community. Some 
shady business had been going on. The 
town clerk resigned suddenly. A short 
time later, the town's offices went dark in 
the midst of a meeting just as the surveyor 
of the town asked to be relieved of his 
duties.It turned out that none of the 
municipal bills had been paid for months. 
Mayor Levian shed new light on the af­
fairs of government. 

In Oamaru, Samuel E. Shrimski, an 
auctioneer, became mayor in 1878. Ana­
tive of Posen, he was one of those who ar­
rived in New Zealand when Julius Vogel 
did, and he too spent time in Hokitika. 
The Waitaki Boy's High School of 
Oamaru, opened in 1879, received a 
major donation from him. Shrimski was 

76. Samuel E. Shrimski, 
North Otago Museum 
Collection. 

prohahly responsihle for the emhlem of the school, which con­
tains a motto in Hebrew. The crest of the school shows a book 
with a sun above it labeled in Hebrew with the word chochma 
(wisdom). The open pages of the book contain the Hebrew words 
Yehova and makor. In all, it stands for "God is the source of wis­
dom." Shrimski was a firm believer in God, but he strongly ob-

85 



86 

77. Emblem of school. Waitaki 
Boy's High School, Oamaru. 

78. Etching of Oamaru. Official Handbook of New Zealand. 
1875. 



jected when. in 1877, attempts were made to pass a law in the New 
Zealand Parliament which would require compulsory religious 
education (of Protestant dogma). He felt that Catholics and Jews, 
and the Chinese and Maoris as well, had a right as taxpaying 
citizens to follow their distinct views of religion and God. 

Oamaru, which became a center for chemical research for 
agricultural and medical uses, did not have a Jewish population 
big enough to merit a synagogue, but Oamaru stone graced the 
Christchurch synagogue which was built in 1881. 

Moss Jonas. who was described as a little Jew with a big nose, 
became the mayor of Timaru and was involved in the erection of 
a synagogue in that port city. which is located north of Oamaru. 
The synagogue, built in 1875 utilizing unused ballast stones from 
now-defunct sailing ships, was located not far from the docks on 
Banks Street. It was consecrutec.I just before Rosh Hushannah. 
The service w<1s led by Joseph Levy, who had been the president 
of the Dunedin synagogue when Rev. Sapir came on his visit. The 
services were followed hy a lush banquet to which the various 
leaders ofTimaru were also invitee.I. Levian\ seltzer drinks, fruit 
from Mendelson 's orchards. and candlesticks donated by Salek 
the jeweler may well have grncec.I the atmosphere of goodwill that 
the president of the congregation. Moss Jonas, wished to foster. 
Moss Jonas had good reason for wanting to assure a synagogue 
nearby. After all, there were many Bar Mitzvahs to he celebrated 
in his family. He had married Emma Symonc.lson, a Jewish girl 
whom he met in New Zealand shortly after he mrived m the age 
of twenty-one; and in the following eleven years they had eight 
children. 

Moss Jonas was proud to say that he earned his keep since his 
Bar Mitzvah, working on river steamboats and selling shoelaces 
in England before coming to New Zealand. In Timaru he owned 
a tannery. He was mayor ut the time of Queen Victoria's Jubilee 
and spent hundreds of pounds of his own money on a Jubilee ball. 
He also built the Theatre Royal of Timaru. 

Other Jews were among the pioneers of Timaru. Dr. Levy, 
who landed in Dunedin in 1859. came to Timaru three years later 
and became the town's first physician. Eichenhaum, the phar­
macist, and Jacob Levien, the chemist, used their expertise. 
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79. Advertisement composite. Timaru Herald. Note that the 
Solomon store would be closed on Wednesday and open 12 
days later. The family celebrated the Jewish New Year in 
Dunedin. 



Levien developed the first seltzer and non-alcoholic fruit drinks 
in New Zealand. This brew was named "Excelsior," taking the cue 
from Tommy Lipton of Glasgow, who was the first to give a brand 
name to a grocery product. Levien sold his brew in bottles that 
were designed so that the drink would not go flat if the drinker 
forgot to cork the bottle after pouring. The trick was a glass 
marble which was inserted into the bottle during production. The 
marble would rise to the neck of the bottle as bubbles tried to es­
cape, thus acting as a "cork." Jacob Levien, an expert fermenter 
and pickier. He opened a cordial plant and a pickling business. 
His need for pickling barrels led him to aquire a timber business 
too. 

Not all business efforts were successful. J. Leventhal went 
broke in Timaru before the rush to Hokitika began. He was bailed 
out by Berlina and Bornstien. Some, like one of the Solomon 
brothers, married "out": he married a Maori. Although such mar­
riages were not common, they did take place more and more often 
after the mid 1870s. A Maori Solomon family still lives in Timaru. 

The Lithuanian-born Julius Mendelson and his Australian 
bride were also members of the Timaru congregation, though 
they lived in Temuka, one stop northward on the train line. Men­
delson, who owned real estate and orchards, was proud not only 
of his Jewish heritage but also of his Lithuanian background. His 
home, which he called "Sadova", reflected this. "Sadova" means 
"garden spot" in Polish and is also the name of the famed 
Lithuanian general who tried to win independence for his 
country. The grounds of the Mendelson home included fruit 
trees, among them two varieties not often seen in New Zealand: 
fig and mulberry. The fig tree is a symbol, noted in the Torah, of 
long life on the land, since fig trees take many years to mature and 
hear fruit. The mulberry tree recalls the eighteenth century 
Lithuanian- horn Jewish sage the Gaon of Vilna, who suggested 
planting such trees as a hedge against hard economic times. (The 
Gaon of Vi Ina saw mulberry trees as a cash crop, a natural source 
of making money, for it is the tree that silk.-worms like to eat. But 
there was no need for introducing silk worms into New Zealand, 
and the tree was not the right kind anyhow. Like the olive trees 
that Israel Montifiore introduced to the hillsides of Auckland, for 
similar reasons it could not bear fruit.) In the midst of all this 
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80. (Above) Temuka 's main 
street showing the office of the 
Geraldine Co. It was located be­
tween the two taller buildings. 
Collection of Bruce Edwards, 
Temuka. 
81. (Left) Julius Mendelson. 
Collection of Pioneers Museum, 
Timaru. 



greenery, a tennis court could he found. 
Mendelson's son, Wallingford, hecame a Bar Mitzvah in 

Timaru. He was an avid sportsman and angler and graduated with 
honors from Timaru High School. Mendelson was the invited 
speaker at his son's graduation ceremony in December of 1882; 
hut the following day, he was found slumped over his desk, dead. 
It is unclear why he was at his desk on a Saturday morning, though 
he apparently had finished taking care of a deal at the railway 
hefore returning to his office. Most often he faithfully respected 
the Sabbath. It may be that a court case which he initiated 
prompted him to stop hy the office. The case was close to his 
heart: he had heen publicly accused of heing a hlatant liar hy 
another Jew, Mr. Bolton. Mendelson, who prided himself on his 
reputation for honesty, was jarred hy this accusation. He was, after 
all, a local justice of the peace. Perhaps he was also pained by the 
news of the pogroms that took place in his native Lithuania, and 
mayhe he felt the strong sense of loneliness that one feels espe­
cially in a moment of great joy when a beloved parent or spouse 
is not there to share in the happiness. 

Wallingford Mendelson's life was as short as his father's had 
been. He died in New Zealand at the age of forty-five. After at­
tending Cambridge and becoming a lawyer, he returned to New 
Zealand, to Temuka, took care of the vast estate his father left, 
and developed it further. When Britain won the Boer War in 
South Africa, he planned to visit there but died suddenly just 
before boarding the boat. His Hebrew name was Zeev, We/we/ in 
Yiddish. That's how he was given the name Wallingford. It might 
have been Walter, hut Julius and his wife had lost their first-horn 
son, whom they named Walter. Even rational and scientific­
minded people resort to a hit of superstition when it comes to 
emotions. To assure that their second boy would not die in infan­
cy like the first and to confuse the Angel of Death, he was given 
a slightly different name, but the same first initial was kept alive. 

One year after Julius Mendelson\ sudden death, Moss Jonas, 
who was by then the mayor ofTimaru, buried his infant son Philip. 
Only months before that happened, he had sold off much of the 
Jewish section of Timaru's cemetery because the congregation 
was having trouhle meeting its financial ohligations. Moss Jonas's 
son, whose Hebrew name was Moshe, died at the age of one year, 
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2. Backside of carte-de-viste of photographer of S. 
Solomon who arrived in South Island by way of 
Australia. Collection of Them/a Person MBE, Renwick. 

on the ninth day of Tishrei, the eve of the the Day of Atonement. 
Still, there was joy in that synagogue. In September of 1884, 

Judah Keesing, Jr. of Wanganui married Clara Salek. Both bride 
and groom were New Zealanders hy birth. Clara was one of the 
first Jewish children to he horn in Timaru, and Judah was horn in 
Auckland. He had a reputation as one of the finest Shakespearian 
actors around. He was trained in plumbing, his father's profes­
sion, but became an auctioneer instead. His auctions were said to 
be theatrical events, comic operas without a script, which were 
often attended more for entertainment than bargains. At one auc­
tion, an old lady went into an apoplectic fit from laughing too hard 
at one of his witty remarks. He did well in his chosen field. That 
marriage, which lasted happily for over fifty years, produced five 
children and thirteen grandchildren. Not all of them married 
Jews. 
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83. Timaru 's Beth El Temple. Razed by 1921. 

Sketches from faded photographs. Odeda Rosenthal. 

84. Nelson's Hebrew Tabernacle. Closed its doors in 1895. 
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85. Cartoon of Judah Kees­
ing Jr. from "Familiar Faces 
- A Short Historical Sketch 
of Wanganui," edited by 
Toby Keesing. His face was 
familiar then. But the Kees­
ing Building, the last ves­
tige of proof of Jewish 
existence in Wanganui, 
was sold in 1986. The old 
Hebrew-lettered tomb­
stones have long ago dis­
appeared from Wanganui 
cemetery. 

Judah's bride was dressed in a robe of white cashmere and a 
belt of pearl beads circled her waist. The Timaru Herald noted on 
that occasion that Mrs. Aschem of Lyttleton, Miss Moeller of 
Wellington, the Galls of Fairlie Creek, and Mr. Newman of 
Dunedin were guests and that the rabbi who officiated at the wed­
ding was Rev. Isaac Zecharia, this time of Greymouth. Moss 
Jonas and his grieving wife did not attend, but sent their best 
wishes. The news article went on to note that among the wedding 
gifts were a piano, a fish slicer, a five o'clock tea set in silver, a 
gold brooch, a dozen silver teaspoons, a twenty pound note, a 
marble clock, jug and goblets in horn, biscuit caskets in crystal, 
needlework in cushions, and other ornamental embroidery. 

The synagogue is gone now. The home of Moss Jonas is now 
the grounds of the Technical Institute, hut his name can he found 
on a street sign in Timaru. Few Hebrew - lettered tombstones 
remain to tell of that Jewish community. 



There was never a synagogue in Ashburton, but one of its 
mayors was a Jew. His name was Hugo Friedlander. 

The Hehrew School of the Christchurch synagogue henefitted 
from large contrihutions that were made regularly hy the ex­
tended Friedlander family in Ashburton, a town to the south of 
Christchurch and north of Timaru. The Friedlander family was 
quite open about its Jewish roots, and when the High Holidays 
came around, an advertisement would usually appear in the local 
newspaper to state that its husiness would he closed for the ob­
servance of the Jewish New Year. 

One can follow the Friedlanders in the local newspapers. The 
Evening Echo of August 1878 notes that Hugo had trouble with a 
horse in a race. He had mounted the horse, named Billy Buttons, 
without any incident, but the horse refused to do what Hugo 
wanted. The horse was known to have a stuhhorn streak. The 
trainer was upset and tried to force the horse to obey him, hut the 
horse kicked up his heels and careened down the street instead. 
Those who saw this episode admired Hugo's horsemanship. A 
week later, a racing cluh was formed and Hugo was its chair­
man. A horse parade took place that month which featured one 
of Hugo's entries. Many farmers came to town for this event, par­
ticularly because of Hugo. 

In the last book of the Torah, Jews are admonished not to be­
come too fond of horses. God knew well that Jews seem to he at­
tracted to gambling on horse races and bookmaking. But for 
centuries, in hoth Christian and Moslem lands, it was unlawful for 
Jews to ride horses lest they look down at the non-Jews who were 
on foot. Jews often accepted the fact that horses were not their 
domain, but the independent-minded Jews who chose to go to 
New Zealand had other ideas. Horses were among the first pos­
sessions they got for themselves, their wives, and children. 

Hugo was elected mayor of Ashburton and was reelected twice 
more. He left the post with the town coffers full enough to afford 
expanding the library and municipal headquarters, upgrading 
roads, and raising the staff salaries of municipal employees. 

The Friedlanders were responsible for the windmills that, at 
one point, dotted the Canterbury landscape. Hugo also suggested 
that a special pump he placed in a public area to help quench the 
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thirst of travellers. Like Sir Moses Montifiore, Hugo was fond of 
windmills and prohahly suhscrihed to Sir Montifiore's motto: 
''Think and Thank." (Sir Montifiore was responsihle for the erec­
tion of windmills in Jerusalem some years earlier. They were 
meant to enhance the life of the population at large.) When Hugo 
Friedlander hecame the mayor of Ashhurton, an era of com­
munity development hegan. He was responsihle for the fact that 
Ashburton cheese was the first such shipment proudly sent off to 
Rritain, together with the first cargo of refrigerated meat to be 
sent out of New Zealand. 

Hugo was a genius offarm finance. He knew where the markets 
for farm goods were and how to make arrangements for shipment 
and payment in such a way that they would assure little damage 
to perishable goods and that the farmers' needs for the coming 
season would he met. Some complained ahout his ruthless and 
direct approach in making decisions, hut no one said he was un­
fair. 

Some suggestions made by the Friedlanders were not heeded. 
One far-sighted suggestion was only enacted forty years later. 
The Friedlanders had suggested that electric lighting be intro­
duced to Ashhurton shortly after Thomas Edison franchised his 
patent for the electric generator. 

There were three Friedlanders who settled in Ashurton: 
cousins Hugo, Rudolph, and Harry. News accounts tell of thC; 
marriage of Rudolf Friedlander and Helene Gall. Rev. Zecharia, 
hy then of Christchurch, officiated. The news report in the Ash­
hurton Herald stated that the groom was from Posen, Germany, 
and that the bride was originally from Bromherg. A dinner fol­
lowed the ceremony and the evening was spent "happily with 
mirth, music and dancing." 

In 1881, the Friedlanders, inspired by Rev. Zech.aria, led ef­
forts to raise funds for the Irish Relief Fund to which Sir Mon­
tifiore in London was a major contributer. But a financial slump 
hit New Zealand as well. It was necessary for the Friedlanders to 
concentate on their own economic problems and those of the 
local farmers. 

In early 1883, an engineer named Jacobson appeared on the 
scene and managed to convince many desperate farmers that he 



would find diamonds up the valley. People believed him, though 
the Friedlanders did not and tried to convince others that it was 
a hoax. Local geologists agreed with the Friedlanders. Still, the 
Pioneer Mining Company was launched in Ashhurton with in­
vestment money that poured in from overseas. Some local people 
were annoyed that the Friedlanders were so negative about the 
company. But no diamonds were found. Prospectors left as soon 
as rumors circulated of gold finds elsewhere. The boomtown aura 
in Ashhurton dissipated, leaving many in worse financial shape 
than hefore and with fields full of pot holes. Farmers turned to 
the Friedlanders again. 

Harry Friedlander had a difficult life. His wife had a protracted 
debilitating illness. She withered at the age of thirty-eight. Harry 
was in failing health by then and could hardly deal with the bur­
den of taking care of his five orphaned children, the youngest 
being six years old. 

In 1895, the Friedlander brothers declared bankrupcy; but in 
1897, they opened a new horse mart and managed to pay off all 
their dehtors. Horses became an export item, needed hy the ex­
panding British Empire for transport, parades, and military needs 
as well as for expanded farming. All these horses needed oats and 
hay, too. Farmers in the Ashburton area again benefitted from 
Friedlander foresight. Every creditor who had been affected by 
the Friedlander bankrupcy was repaid. 

At one point, a man named David Thomas came to Ashburton 
and set himself up as a competitor of the Friedlanders. He ac­
cused them of deceit and monopolistic behavior. Hugo called a 
public meeting where he gave an extensive lecture on business 
practices. When David Thomas returned to Britain in 1901, a 
farewell dinner was held for him. It was chaired by Hugo Fried­
lander. On that occassion, Thomas admitted that though he 
fought with Friedlander "like Kilkenny cats," he had come to un­
derstand that had it not been for Hugo "many of you sitting round 
these tables with smiling faces would have been in a far less 
prosperous condition than you are today." 

The dinner most likely featured the piano renditions of the 
Friedlander daughter who had become ttie local piano teacher. 
She probably used a Dresden piano from the Theomin warehouse 
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86. Rudolph Friedlander. 
Ashburton Historical 
Society. 

87. Friedlander Brothers Grain and Wool Store, Ashburton. 
Ashburton Historical Soceity. 



in Dunedin. In fact, by the turn of the century, anyone who had 
"culture" owned a Theomin piano. not a German import anymore, 
hut probably an American product. 
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88. Advertisement for the Dresden Piano Company which was 
owned by the president of the Dunedin congregation. Note one 
major branch was in Wellington which was the center of the study 
of music, and also in lnvercargill, Timaru and Nelson as well as on 
the Northeast coast of America in the New England States. 
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A second higsynagogue was huilt in Dunedin, and much money 
was spent to decorate it. The synagogue, designed by Maurice 
Joel, was an imposing huilding with carved kauri doors, stained­
glass windows, and Judaica of the finest kind. It was consecrated 
on Purim in 1878, with the Rev. B. Lichtenstein leading the ser­
vice. Maurice Joel, who in addition to being the synagogue's ar­
chitect ~as also the congregations's president, arrived in New 
Zealand with his wife Catherine and infant son Alfred Woolf in 
the heyday of Hokitika. (Their other son Theodore Julius, who 
was horn in New Zealand, died at the age of five in Dunedin four 
years before the synagogue was completed.) 

89. Beth El synagogue. This synagogue was torn down more 
than ten years ago. 
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90. Cover of booklet used at the 
consecration of the new 
Dunedin synagogue, 1878. 
Also a sample of the design in 
the woodwork of the pews of 
synagogue. Dr. Lichtenstein 
was Dunedin 's rabbi until his 
death in 1892. Dunedin Library 
Collection. 



Dunedin hemmed with gold-rush money. The University of 
Otago received more attention, particularly from people like 
Julius Vogel, who felt keenly ahout the need for education, often 
voicing the opinion that no nation can develop to its fullest poten­
tial if its working people are illiterate. Vogel backed a national 
education system and free schooling through the university years. 
He fought strongly against the meddling of clergy in puhlic educa­
tion, since he was aware that they had often stifled open discourse 
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91. First building of New Zeaiand Clothing Factory. It was 
opened in 18 73. Lakes District Centennial Museum Collection. 

and scientific research in other countries and had cursed such 
thinkers as Charles Darwin. His efforts kept the University of 
Otago from having a Department of Religion or Theology. The 
University could, however. proudly point to its medical school 
and hospital, which functioned under the direction of Dr. William 
Yates until 1879. The school hecame a model of modern medical 
practices, with a focus on cleanliness, the separation of maternity 
cases from those with communicahle diseases, and an atmosphere 
that fostered scientific care. 

Among the Dunedin congregation was the family of Bendix 
Hallenstein, whose New Zealand Clothing Factory and head­
quarters for his various enterprises were located in Dunedin. 
Hallenstein moved his family from Queenstown to Dunedin a 
few years after serving as the mayor of that alpine community. His 
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SouUtland Times Supplement.. May, 187"'. 
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92. ~dvertisement for the New Zealand Clothing Company 
retail ~tore. Hallenstein 's motto was to sell a single garment, 
made m New Zealand for New Zealanders, at wholesale price. 
lnvercargill branch was handled by R. Michaelis. 



daughters were al I properly wed to Jewish husbands who were en­
ticed to became part of his ever- growing empire, which had 
developed as a result of his uncanny sense of what the public 
wanted. When people wanted visible proof of belonging, like 
uniforms, club identifications, crests, outfits, or banners, he 
produced them. Hallenstein retail shops opened all over New 
Zealand and were stocked by Hallenstein clothing factories that 
were also opened in various locations. His enterprises also sup­
plied the towels, sheets, blankets, and carpets for railroad sleep­
ing cars, hotels, and homes throughout New Zealand. In effect, 
he became the outfitter of a nation. 

Joseph Fletcher Anderson was an employee of the New 
Zealand Clothing Factory who died in poverty. Had this hap­
pened in Europe, his burial would have been financed hy a Chevre 
Kadishe, but none existed in Dunedin or anywhere else in New 
Zealand. Instead, a collection was taken up among the employees 
of the factory, as the inscription on Anderson's tombstone attests. 
(Later, the first Chevre Kadi\·he did develop in Dunedin.) 

Another memher of the Dunedin 
Jewish congregation was Samuel 
Salzman, the tailor who lived in a board­
inghouse. Salzman never went anywhere 
other than his shop or the synagogue. 
Women, some arriving from far away. 
were forever around him, for he was 
famous for his exquisite designs and 
flawless tailoring services. He never 
spent his money and was known to give 
money to other men who lived in the 
hoardinghouse. particularly if they· were 
short of funds for courting their 
girls. Tales of how Salzman refused to 
accept repayment were many. He gave, 

93. Emblem of the St. 
John's Ambulance As­
sociation, Dunedin. By 
permission. 

he said, because he had. In the end, the city of Dunedin henefitted 
from his frugality. 

The St. John's Ambulance Corps was founded with a donation 
from Salzman which was substantial enough to cover the cost of 
the the first ambulance fleet, the building, and an endowment that 
lasted for years. This ambulance service is now so much a part of 
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New Zealand society that few can imagine life without it. The 
Corps headquarters have remained in Dunedin, where Salzman's 
name graces one of the cornerstones. 

The Dunedin congregation faced a great shock at the death of 
their leader, Ezekiel Nathan, who, at the age of fifty-six, died in 
1884 on the eve of Y om Kippur, one of the holiest days in the 
Hebrew calendar. Ezekiel's death happened within two years 
after the sudden death of Lion Metz, another staunch member of 
the congregation. David Theomin, the German-born piano im­
porter became the president shortly thereafter. 

Two years prior, in 1882, David Theomin had donated to the 
synagogue a silver yad (a pointer used to touch the written word 
as it is being read from the Torah scroll at the weekly Sabbath). 
The Theominyad is still used in the Sabbath services in Dunedin, 
though the grand synagogue building was sold some twenty years 
ago, and the diminished congregation now meets in a small 
synagogue on George Street. 

David Theomin's original surname was Benjamin, and no one 
is quite sure why he decided to change it to his mother's maiden 
name. It may have been because her father was the manufacturer -;­
of the Dresden pianos he imported. (He was not a member of the .>k 
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94. Olveston. Sketch by Odeda Rosenthal, 1981. 
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95. (Top) Notes found in the Sabbath 
prayer book of David Theomin. They were 
meant to cue him for his role in the Sab­
bath services. Olveston Library Collec­
tion. 
96. (Right) David Theomin. Olveston Ar­
chives. 
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97. Inside cover of Haggadah used by David Theomin. It had 
belonged to his rabbi father who pasted in notes sent by seder 
guests. Olveston Library Collection. 
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98. Inside cover of 
Bible. Notations of 
births made by the 
father of David 
Theomin. In one spot 
he wrote his son 's 
name as just David, 
then corrected it and 
added Ezekiel and 
signed, Abraham 
Benjamin. It shows 
that David Theomin 's 
family name was in 
fact Benjamin. 

99. Benjamin and 
Co. building. It was a 
jewelry concern in 
Christchurch run by 
Theomin 's nephews 
whom he aided. 
"Lost Christchurch" 
Library Collection. 
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other Benjamin family which lived in Dunedin at the time.) 
Theomin's nephews, who later joined him in a jewelry husiness in 
Christchurch, kept the Benjamin name. Though there is no sur­
vivor of the Theomin line, the spirit of the family is very much 
alive in Dunedin to this day. The Theomin home, Olveston ,which 
was huilt a few years after the turn of the century, overlooking the 
port, hay, and many hills of Dunedin, was later deeded to that city 
hy the last Theomin to live there, their daughter Dorothy. 

The extent to which David Theomim and his wife Marie saw 
themselves as Jews may not be clear at first glance. The tradition­
al Jewish markers, the mczuzuhs, which once graced the right-
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hand side of doorpost of the entrances, were removed. It may he 
that Dorothy, who was not very involved with Jewish matters, 
decided to t:.tke them off. Until recently, hrochures ahout the 
huilding did not mention that this was the home of a Jewish fami­
ly hut stressed instead the huilding's Jacohean architecture. But 
the house can be better appreciated if one knows that a Jewish 
family lived there. The two sinks and two dumbwaiters in the 
kitchen and the many sets of dishes and silverware, for instance, 
reflect the fact that the Theomins kept a kosher household, which 
in the Orthodox Jewish tradition requires separate sets of dishes: 
one for meals where milk is served and another for meals where 
meat is served. Separate sets of pots and pans and dish towels, too, 
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100. Documents from Dunedin congregation. 1898. Courtesy 
Frank Salinger, Dunedin 

111 



112 

are expected. The Theomins, as has heen noted, went so far as to 
have separate dumbwaiters and sinks. A seder plate can he found 
in the Theomin home. The Olveston library contains a prayer 
book for the Sabbath and High Holidays and a Haggadah, the 
book used at the Passover seder service. 

Other items hint of the Olveston's Jewish ownership: a silver 
besamim herb container for use at the end of the Sabbath when 
one considers the difference between the rest day and the work 
day, between light and dark, between the profane and the holy, 
one also considers the variation of aromas. An etrog container 
which is meant to protect a perfect specimen of fruit, a kind of 
citron used during the one-week holiday of Succoth, the Feast of 
Tabernacles, when Jews celebrate the last harvest of the year, can 
also be seen. 

Marie Theomin, David's wife and a strong feminist, was one of 
the first patrons of Frances Hodgkins, New Zealand's first major 
female artist (whose name now graces the building of the Art 
Department of the University of Otago ). During a voyage to the 
Holy Land, the Theomins stopped at Tangiers, where Hodgkins 
had taken up residence, and purchased one of her paintings The 
Orange Pickers, which today can he seen hanging in one of the 
many salons at that castle-like home. 

101. This building, erected in lnvercargill in 1872, was known as the Middle School. 
The Star of David attests to Jewish influence. The building no longer exists. Collec­
tion of Southland Museum and Art Gallery, lnvercargill. 
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(titq nf (tbristrbnrrb. J~L%. 
fFROM THE CATHEDRAL> 

102. City of Christchurch as seen from Catherdral which was 
opened the same year as the synagogue which was on the 
right side near the trees in the background. A.O. Willis of Wan­
ganui, Lithographer. 

103. Beth El Synagogue, Christchurch. Sketch made in 1986 
by Odeda Rosenthal. Synagogue was razed in 1987. 
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105. Advertise­
ment from the 
New Zealand 
Referee. 

104. Article of the opening of the synagogue, 1881. 
Christchurch Press. This newspaper, which is still an impor­
tant force in New Zealand, was at one point closely linked with 
Pineas Selig, who had been the editor of the New Zealand 
Referee before taking on his post there. Pineas Selig 's inter­
est in sports led to his appointment as president of the New 
Zealand Trotting Association. This son of a rabbi was the 
founder of the New Zealand Public Schools Amateur Athletics 
Association. 
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Three years after Dunedin's synagogue was consecrated, a 
synagogue was built in Christchurch on Glaucester Street, at the 
very edge of town, across from the Freemason building and the 
University of Cantebury, a short walk away from the town center 
Cathedral Square. Named Beth El, its exterior in the architec­
tural style so often associated with Moorish or old English build­
ings, and its interior had a Sephardic layout with a stage in the 
center. Rev. Lichtenstein of Dunedin and Rev. Van Staveren of 
Wellington joined Rev. Zecharia in the consecration of the 
synagogue. In its days of glory, this lovely synagogue with stained­
glass windows housed a congregation with such distinguished 
families as that of the three-time mayor of Christchurch, Charles 
Lewisson (who had for a while run a sheep station after arriving 
in New Zealand in 1865). The first couple to marry in 
Christchurch in a Jewish wedding (1864), Hyman Marks and his 
wife, were also members. Marks was born in Warsaw and came 
to New Zealand as a young man. He owned a tobacco shop, then 
a shoe store, but did not make much money until he entered the 
loan and pawn business. But they had no children. When Marks 
died, it was noted on his tombstone that he left his wealth to the 
poor and the afflicted. In fact, he left a major donation in his will 
to the Cantebury Hospital which opened a Marks ward. (Marks' 
tombstone stands near one which designates the grave of Char­
les, the son of Joseph and Nancy Cohen, who, for some reason, 
merited having his tombstone erected by the Tramway Board 
Employees). 

The synagogue, designed byT.S. Lambert, was opened in 1881, 
as news of pogroms in Lithuania and Poland arrived in New 
Zealand. But the synagogue celebrated the return of the Zecharia 
family to New Zealand and the economic revitalization of 
Christchurch. The Zecharia family had spent some time overseas, 
traveling to the Holy Land by way of the Suez Canal and making 
stops in various locations on the way. The family had taken time 
to acquaint itself with its Jerusalem ties, but life in Jerusalem was 
not something to which Rev. Zecharia could subject his 
Australian-born wife and New Zealand-bred brood. 

Two lay rabbis had replaced Rev. Zecharia after he first left 
Christchurch. Both strongly advocated building a new synagogue, 
but neither served long. Rev. Caro, was originally from Norwich, 



England, and was a Sepharadi; 
he died on the last day of Pas­
s<lVer in 1880. Rev. Nashelski 
was an Ashkcnazi from 
Luhraniz, Poland; he died a 
year later. 

Rev. Zecharia's first tenure 
in Christchurch hegan in 1870. 
During that period his name 
appeared in the newspaper 
regarding a collection in honor 
of Sir Moses Montifiore (per­
haps in celebration of his 
ninetieth birthday). The 
rahbi's name appeared again in 
1876 in the Lyttleton Times in 
reference to the availability of 
kosher me~1t at Mein's 
Butchery. But there was dis­
content in the Christchurch 
congregation; and this dissen­
tion led the Zecharias to pack 
up leave in 1874 and after a 
short return, to leave again. 

His family in Jerusalem 
never could accept that he was 
a pastor in Christchurch, (a 
name orthodox Jews abhorred. 
Some chose to refer to the city 
as Chch instead). 

In 1881 a tunnel was cut 
through a mountain to connect 
Christchurch with the port of 
Lyttleton. It was considered a 
spectacular achievement of en­
gineering, si nee it was dug 
through a dormant volcano. 
Even the American magazine 

BEPntB.KR SO, 188! •. 

RXO.ENr F.RAOAS IN THE JEW lBH 
8YNAGOGU.K. 

At the B.e1ident Magistrate's Oourt on 
Monday, Maurice Harris and Charles Loui11· 
eon were charged, on the informi~tion of U. 
~.Nathan, with violently auaulting him on 
Sept. 13 at the Christchurch S_ymgogue ; J. 
Ollivier, Eeq., B.M., we.a on the B~och: Mr 
Wat.eon appeared for the complainant, and 
Mr Joynt for the defendanta. · 

The complainant 1tated that on Wednesday 
enning laat, c-rpt. 18, be wa11 in the ~ynarogue. 
On ent.ering he .-flat to t iie at&t ht' h~d oceu· 
pied for the past. 11 montb1. He h~d b .' C'. '. 

1itting there for aome t1m.e, when Mr Louie· 
eon came to him, and desired him to lei>ve 
that 1eat, saying he had got another ae~t for 
wi\ne1a. Witneee &11ked Mr Louisaon if the 
eeat he occupied was let, and Mr Louiaaon re· 
plied in the negative. Witne11 then eaid he 
would not leave it tb"t evening. BubJe· 
quently, on the aame evening.Mr Loui111on 
had ahown Mr Victor the 1e&t witne&1 occu· 
pied, and told him he (Mr Victor.) WD.11 

allotted that aeat. Witneu refused to 
remove. Then ·Mr Harris orderei! witneaa 
out of tho aeat. Some altercation took place, 
and a policeman waa aent for. The police· 
mr.n came, and declined to interfere unleu 
there wu a disturbauce. Mr Harrie collared 
witoeu by the throat, and with t.be auiatanoe of 
Ml' Louiaaon forcibly ejected witne11 from the 
aeat. Mr Harris' eon struck witneu in the face. 

Mr Joynt: "'l'hen you were 1un·1lruck." 
(Laughter}. 

Witnt"H: No. 89, of the Synagogue rules, 
atated that the 'l'reamrer 1bould allot the 
•eat• of the Synagogue with the COD!f'Dt or 
the Committee, and witneaa considered he 
ahould not h&ve been interfered wita ex ct' pt 
by the Committee~ A eircular wat1 i~aued 
when the new Synagogue WH opened, dividing 
the aea.ta into cl11ouee-A, B, and 0, at 3!1, 21, 
and la per week re1pectively. Witneu had 
applied for a 0 eeat, and wu told that as 
there were only two applicants for 1uoh 

· aeata none would be allotted. Witneas had 
taken the lowest poe!ible seat ahortly after the 
Synagogue wa1 opened, and had aat is it unch&l­
lenged, till the evening in queation. There 
were cbe.in which were free in the 0 diviaion, 
but wit.nee• had objected to take one of these, 
because thev were not convenient. 
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106. Adolphus Zecharia. Cyclopedia of New Zealand 1897. 
Born in Christchurch in 1873, he celebrated his Bar Mitzvah in 
that city shorthly before his father was fired from his post as the 
rabbi of the congregation. He resembled his father and spent 
much of his adult life in Wellington where he was the darling of 
the elegant Jewish social circle. 

Nutional Geographic hailed it as more fantastic than anything 
Jules Verne could concoct. Because of the tunnel, Christchurch 
was no longer isolated from a good port. To some, it seemed a 
perfect opportunity to supply Jews in the various British ter­
ritories, including Great Britain, with frozen kosher meat and to 
have Rev. Zecharia supervise the religious aspects of this busi­
ness. But Rev. Zecharia was not interested in the joh and was not 
about to back this business, as he did not think frozen meat could 
be kosher. To verify his opinion, he contacted the chief rabbi of 
Britain, who would have ruled on this at some point anyhow when 
the meat arrived there. The London rabbi agreed with Rev. 
Zecharia. 

In 1886 Rev. Zecharia was fired for being too strictly kosher.It 
was later decided to rehire him, since it seemed strange that a 
congregation of 200 members would insist on ignoring a truly 
learned rabbi in their midst, especially in a country where rabbies 



~hibitiun tn 
·liJtw: ZEALAND INDOSTRlAJ, EXmBITION. \885. 

" 

107. New Zealand Industrial Exhibition 1885. This was the second major 
exposition organized by Julius Vogel. The motto of the exhibition was ''Ad­
vance New Zealand." It was of no comfort for the Sabbath-observing Jews 
that it opened on a Saturday. Wellington Public Library Collection. 

were scarce. Rev. Zecharia never regained his vigor or following 
after that period. More and more. he was called on mainly to 
produce poetic Hebrew epitaphs on tombstones. It was Rev. Her­
man Van Staveren of Wellington who attracted the enlightened 
Jewish young. even Rev Zechariea's favorite son Adolphus. Yet 
Rev. Van Staveren was as orthodox in his vigiliance of keeping 
things kosher. 

Vogel returned with his family to New Zealand in 1884, at the 
invitation of past political enemies who had begun to see his 
genius and to value what he had done for New Zealand. His fami­
ly settled in Christchurch North. That period in New Zealand's 
political history, from 1884 to 1887, is known as the Vogel-Stout 
Ministry. One of Vogel's prime projects was to highlight New 
Zealand's industrial progress by staging a spectacular New 
Zealand Industrial Exhihition in 1885. On Saturday, August !st, 
at exactly 2:00 p.m., the event opened to the New Zealand puhlic 
and the world. Bendix Hallenstein's firm won first prize for its 
presentation. Photography was boldly used in the Hallenstein dis­
play, and a fashion show was staged as well, (a first in New 
Zealand). Among other Jews who participated in this Exposition 
were Miss Emily Harris of Nelson, who showed decoratve arts; 
Abraham Goldschmid, an inventor who displayed an infant safety 

.oat. 
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swing; Richard Poole, who showed a heating fuel economizer; 
and Lyons, the printer, who hawked the wonders of letterpress 
lithography. The Ha lsam freezing machine wus displuyed with u 
variety of froze n foods. 

108. Halsam meat freezing machine caused a "Kosher Crisis" 
in the Christchurch congregation. There was hope of retiring 
congregational debts through a new venture of exporting 
kosher meat from New Zealand. But it was not to be. From 
"Halsam 's Dry Air Refrigirators - 300 machines now at work. 11 

University of Auckland Library Collection. 

109. (Opposite Page) Rev. Van Staveren of Wellington in later 
years. 





1. AUCKLAND 
2. WELLINGTON 
3. PALMERSTON NORTH 
4. LEVIN 
5. THAMES 
6. TAPU 
7. MTTARAWERE (ROTORAU) 
8. TAURANGA 
9. MASTERTON 
10. HASTINGS ~ 
11. NAPIER ~'t 

.... ~ 

SOUTH ISLAND 

~ STEWART ISLAND 
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MIXED BLESSINGS 

One of the projects that was given new vitality with Sir Vogel's 
return was the huilding of the railroad from Wellington to Auck­
land. The government was not willing to finance this project, but 
it was built anyhow, with the aid of funds which Sir Vogel 
managed to raise in London and with backing from Joseph 
Nathan in Wellington. The director of the project was Willie 
Levin, the son of Nathaniel and Jessie Levin (who were married 
in Wellington in 1842). An important member of Willie's team 
was his brother Robert, who continued the goodwill contacts with 
the Maoris of the areas involved, keeping the promise that Julius 
Vogel had made to them years 
hefore. It was crucial to have the 
cooperation of the Maoris of 
Waikato District, for it was there 
that some of the bloodiest bat­
tles had been fought some twen­
ty years before. The Arawa tribe 
later honored Robert for hisser­
vice to them. 

Work on the railroad began in 
September of 1882, before Sir 
Julius Vogel had returned to 
New Zealand, and was finished 
in November of 1886, the year in 
which the great synagogue of 
Auckland opened. The rail line 
was completed at a cost lower 

~·~ . ' .. . ) 
-·. .-.:a .'I!-.- . .._ : Ji~ . 

Wt:Ll,INOTO~ ANI> MANA WATU ltAll,. 
WAY' l'OM ['ANY (l,1M 11'1t11). 

l-J 18 ~:x?1-:u.1-:Nc~ Htn ~v. · •·. n. 
· .H.lt\ OJ~. J\ .0.l'.M.O., L.Jl., l11\Vl11ir 

do1uu111lll11 lo 11rlvo thn J.;\HT Hl'IKt! nn 

(Iii" JlAllwAy, lhn Ct•rn111011y will l""n 1•IAU 
dn WJ\lJNEHl>A Y, tl10 3rcl:No.tornbor, JA80, 
rtNn \\'ftilcrrnno. 

JMt WA J.t.ACt:, 
OrortRI Mrrnnl(cr. 

Wolll1111to11, 241lh Odol;c-14, IAAll. 
~-------· --- ··- -----

108. From Wellington Evening Post. Wellington 
Public Library Collection. 
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109. William Hort Levin. 1881 Wellington Advertiser Supplement. Wel­
lington Public Library Collection. 

than expected and nine months ahead of schedule, in spite of the 
jarring eruption of Mt. Tarawera. The ceremonial driving-in-the­
last-spike tr)()k place at Otaihanga: Joseph Nathan, the Chairman 
of the Directors of the railway, joined the Governor of New 
Zealand and the many who had come to witness the historic event. 
Once the main trunk line to Auckland was completed, it hecame 
possible to travel from Auckland to the capital in a matter of six­
teen or seventeen hours, instead of days. Transporting cargos to 
and from the interior of the country hecame possible. Jewish 
families who kept strictly kosher households could exchange 
holiday visits more readily since packing a kosher picnic hasket 
for such a trip was far more easily arranged and food would not 
spoil. 

One of the stops on the line was Levin, an agricultural settle­
ment whose breads and cheeses were well worth waiting for. 
Levin was named after Willie. Some might question whether Wil­
lie should be listed as a Jew, since he converted and married a 
Christian in a church wedding. For Jews, it sounds odd to hear of 
a Christian Levin; it rings strange. But most of Levin's citizens 
were unaware of that. Most of the settlers were former railroad 
workers who had little to do with farming hefore they came to live 
in Levin. The town became a model of scientific farming and 
cooperative agricultural production. The cream separator, a new 



invention, was introduced in Levin; and Levin thus hecame the 
center of the production of butter which became famous all over 
the world, especially after it became possible to transport frozen 
goods. This butter became more desired than Danish butter, 
which till then was considered the best in the world. 

Levin's farmers owned their land hut worked it cooperatively 
and distributed their products through a cooperative. Farming 
was elevated to a status it never held before: farmers were stimu­
lated by cultural activities, sent their children to fine schools, and 
were the envy of many. In Britain and the rest of Europe since 
1860, law after law was being passed to assure that food would not 
be tampered with or tainted as people flocked to cities and 
depended on others for their food needs. The adulteration of food 
was not uncommon, even such foods as flour, sugar, and salt. In 
other lands most working people subsisted on bread and gravy or 
a howl of soup and tea, hut in Levin and the rest of New Zealand, 
they ate like royalty. Indeed, New Zealand became the larder of 
the royalty of the British Empire. 

110. Myer Case/berg standing with sons, daughters, grandson and gar­
dener in front of "Rosetta House" in Masterton at the turn of the century. 
The house was named in honor of the matriarch of the Keesing family. Col­
lection of John Case/berg, Dunedin. 
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Willie Levin, in partnership with Joseph Nathan, hacked the 
enterprise of another Jew Philip Coleman who ignored the 
kosher meat controversy altogether and simply reached out for a 
broader market. Coleman was the man who developed the New 
Zealand frozen meat industry to the degree that made it a major 
source of employment and revenue for decades. Coleman also 
developed other side exports, all in connection with the meat in­
dustry: he developed a market for rahhit skin, glue made from the 
cartilage of cattle and rahhits, and fertilizer developed from 
ground hones. It helped curb New Zealand's drowing problem 
with rabbits which had been introduced to the country by British 
sailors. 

Joseph Nathan was responsible for the development of the 
Glaxo Holdings Ltd. Company, which hegan as a firm dealing with 
flax, wool and butter in 1873, hut grew to he the first producer of 
antibiotics in New Zealand. There were two Caselberg brothers: 
Myer hecame mayor of Masterton and Eli hecame better known 
in Jewish circles as the father of Ethel, who married a Maori 
named Albert Poteka (his Maori name was Arapeta Tapui 
Poteka) and lived happily with him in Mangaweka and then in 
Utiku, where they produced a large family. By the turn of the cen­
tury, the company which Myer founded was known as the biggest 
"inland trader" and largest export company of New Zealand's 
dairy products. Myer arrived in New Zealand in 1863 by way of 
Bluff, as a single man. He married Etta Keesing, the daughter of 
Ralph who had married a Christian woman who converted. Eli 
arrived from Wales a number of years later with a family of three 
daughters. But one, of course, married "out". 

It wasn't the railway that brought a new zest to Auckland: the 
reopening of the gold mines led to a renewal ofactivity in Thames. 
It was there that Louis Ehrenfried opened his brewery. 

When the Ehrenfried brothers, Louis and Bernard, returned 
to Auckland from South Island in 1868 after their cattle froze on 
the hoof and their total capital was gone, they found they were 
not alone. Times were so tough that soup kitchens were opened 
in that city. The only thing, it seemed, that anyone had money for 
was a glass of heer. So, in partnership with the aging John Logan 
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Campbell, they built a brewery in Auckland. Bernard died in 
Auckland shortly after they arrived from South Island. Louis con­
tinued his life, built a brewery in Thames in 1870, then returned 
to Auckland to marry Margaret Phillips. Their wedding was a 
lavish affoir. Arthur Nathan signed the wedding certificate as the 
Secretery of the Auckland Hebrew Congregation, and Rev. Elkin 
officiated. 

Ehrenfried was constantly on the go. Business was brisk. 
Thames was bustling with a larger population than Auckland, but 
it was not the elegant social center that Auckland had become. 
There was little of interest for Margaret, nor any friends with 
whom to wile away the time. A story is told of how Louis Eh­
renfried, returning unexpectedly to Thames from a prolonged 
trip to check on his expanding outlets, saw through a window that 
his wife was in the midst of a steaming love scene (part, no doubt, 
of what had been rumored to be a long-standing secret romance). 
He decided to throw a brick in the window to warn the oblivious 
lover and give him a few minutes to get into his clothes; then he 
nabbed the partly-dressed man as he dashed out of the house. 
Then Ehrenfried took the lover to court and charged him with 
rape. But since most people were well aware of what had been 
going on, the jury did not accept his claim, and the case was thrown 
out of court. Louis Ehrenfried did not, however, divorce his wife. 
It was said he would never do such a thing because in the Jewish 
tradition a man who divorces his wife has to assure that she con­
tinues to live in the manner to which he has accustomed her. And 
the beer millionaire and his wife lived in a lavish style indeed. 

Gold mining activities in Thames were made possible in part 
by a truce that had been arranged with the Hau Haus, in which 
Maoris won much larger benefits and a say in the developments 
of the area. What 's more, a new technology had been developed 
by then which allowed mining in quartz. Auckland was recharged 
with life: the younger generation had now reached adulthood and 
was producing a new generation of New Zealanders. Old Henry 
Keesing could count sixty grandchildren by then, most of whom 
were born and bred in Auckland. One of the members of the 
Auckland congregation George Schwarz Kissling founded the 
Waitotahi Gold Mining Company in 1871. This mine was still ac­
tive twenty years later. James de Hirsch was also involved with the 
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- JAllES DE HIRSCH, 
at the Thames 

~inin~. ~and, and 

8EMERll COMM\SS\OM l&Ull, 

(OPPOSITE THE BUil~ OF AUSTRALASIA·) _J 
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114. Advertisements from Thames Miners Guide. 1875. 
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gold mines as a mine manager and speculator of land and shares 
in mines. He was probably a son of the German baron who, some 
said, was the richest man in Germany. 

Though he, too, was German-born, Ehrenfried saw himself as 
a faithful New Zealander. No imported raw materials were used 
in his New Zealand-made beer. Not only did he use New 
Zealand-grown hops and malt, hut even the copper kettles 
needed for the production of beer were local. Copper from the 
mines at Kawau, where Polack had long before predicted a cop­
per find, were used for the boilers. Ehrenfried's Phoenix and Lion 
brand beers became the major brews to he consumed in the South 
Pacific. He became richer than he ever dreamed and went on to 
buy up other breweries, cornering the beer market to the point 
that the importation of British beer to the south seas dropped 
sharply. 

Ehrenfried became the mayor of Thames in 1879. He also en­
joyed breeding horses and became the judge of the Jockey Club. 
He was also an avid howler. He continued his close contacts with 
Auckland throughout and was for some time associated in busi­
ness with Moss Davis, whose family lived in Auckland. The two 
business partners parted company when Davis felt that Eh­
renfried was taking over his enterprise. After the break-up, Eh­
renfried concentrated on heer, while Davis developed the 
Captain Cook Winery. They continued to compete in the hotel 
business, hut in private life Davis was clearly the winner. He had 
a stable marriage, and he had what every Jewish father wants: sons 
who would say kuddish for him at his funeral. Ehrenfried focused 
his attention on the son of his sister, Arthur Myers. (Myers later 
followed Ehrenfried 's tradition of donating to charities and to 
cultural and sports events. Myers donated land to the citizens of 
Auckland for use as a public park which to this day is called Myers 
Park. He also funded the first free kindergarten in Auckland. 
This kindergarten still is used hy Auckland's children and horde rs 
the park, at Greys Street, near the new synagogue which now 
houses a popular Hebrew Day School.) When he died, Louis Eh­
renfried was laid to rest next to his hrother Bernard in Auckland 's 
Wykomete cemetery and was mourned, according to reports, by 
the whole community. 

Touring Europeans flocked to the Thames area where thermal 
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115. Moss and Lea Davis and family on steps of their home 
11Hemurana 11 in Auckland. 

waters abound. They were enchanted. Mineral baths had become 
the rage in Europe, and in New Zealand there were many which 
had long been used by the various Maori communities. The 
natural beauty of the land and the ample supply of fine fish and 
fresh fruit conjured up the image of paradise, somewhat like what 
prompted the French artist Gauguin to take off for the nearby 
French island of Tahiti. The Pink and White Terraces in the 
Rotorua district south of Thames were among the natural 
wonders captured in pictures by artists and photographers. Sir 
Julius Vogel favored the spas, which developed all the more after 
the Thermal Springs Act of 1881 was passed, when the turmoil 
taking place in Europe made established spas less available. New 
Zealand benefitted: a variety of industries developed which were 
associated with filling the needs of tourists. Benjamin Jacobs 
came with his wife from Tasmania and started an orchard in 
Howick, south of Auckland (which his seventy-year-old grandson 
still runs). There were a number of other Jewish orchardists. The 
Hot Springs hotel Okoroire Springs was owned by a Jewish fami­
ly named Isaacs. The Nathans, the Keesings, Davis, and Eh-



116. Tauranga Hotel which was owned by David Asher and his Maori wife. Tauranga 
Public Library Collection. 

was said that hy 1886 Louis Ehrenfried alone owned more than 
one hundred hotels in the area. Tauranga, which could also offer 
the seashore, hecame the Miami Beach of its day. 

One hotel owner in Tauranga was David Asher, the son of 
Asher and Hannah Asher. He married a Maori girl in Tauranga. 
It was the first of the mixed marriages in that family and at first 
was quite upsetting. The hride was educated, clever, and a mem­
her of a prominent family: Katarina Te Atirau of Rotorua could 
trace her ancestry to the great forefather Tama Te Kapua. But 
her lineage held little value in Jewish circles of Auckland. 

For a while, Asher Asher ceased speaking to his son. But when 
Asher was pushed out of his respected position hy the Auckland 
Fire Brigade, particularly when it was heing converted into a paid 
civil service post, he decided to move to Tauranga. It took years 
hefore Asher Asher made peace with his son. They served 
together in the volunteer fire hrigade which Asher Asher or­
ganized there, and hoth were memhers of the Freemason lodge 
in town. Then new ties did develop between parents and son. The 
grandchildren were kindled with a respect for old couple's Jewish 
roots. According to laws of the Halacha, the grandchildren would 
not he considered Jews hy hirth, since their mother was not 
Jewish. The children who greatly henefitted from the Asher Trust 
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117. Eruption at Tarawera. Eye witness sketch by A.J. Vogen. Alexander 
Turnbull Library. 

Fund which was set up for them hy David and Katarina, grew up 
knowing that they were partly Jewish. 

A tale has heen told of an event that took place in the har 
lounge of a hotel in Rotorua in 1967, when a flash news report 
announced that the State of Israel won the Six Day War. A man 
who was obviously a Maori was heard to exclaim "We did it again!" 
It turned out to he Jack Asher, the younger hrother of New 
Zealand's sports folk hero Earnie Asher and the tenth child of 
David and Katarina. 

The Pink and White Terraces no longer exist. In the early 
morning hours of June JO, 1886, they were destroyed hy nature's 
fury. New Zealanders were shocked out of their heds as the earth 
rumhled violently, and many imagined that the Russians had at 
last arrived antJ that their attack had hegun. (Ever since New 
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119. Hannah and Asher Asher's Maori granddaughters. From right to left, 
Mary, Kathryn, Annie. Collection of Nan Payne, Papatoetoe. 
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last arrived and that their attack had begun. (Ever since New 
Zealand joined Britain in fighting the Crimean War in 1853 
against Russia, there was a fear of Russian retaliation. Now that 
Russia had allowed the pogroms to take place and was no longer 
the "Sleeping Bear of Europe," who could predict where it would 
vent its rage anymore than one could control the eruption of a 
volcano?) Indeed, it was not Russian guns hut the eruption of the 
Tarawera volcano which shook New Zealand. It spewed forth a 
fiery froth and destroyed the terraces forever. Tremors were of 
such magnitude that they could be felt as far north as Hokianga 
and as far south as Dunedin. The tourist business dropped. 

But that very year, Auckland's Jewish community opened a new 
synagogue on Princess Street. It was a big Gothic structure 
designed by Edward Bartley. Though it is no longer used, it has 
been saved from the hulldozer a numher of times hy those who 
care ahout historic structures. Its fate, however, still hangs in the 
balance. 

Elliot Davis, whose parents were Lea and Moss Davis, wrote 
about the family in his book A Link With The Past, in which he 
gave details of the opening of the synagogue. He wrote that 
Laurence Nathan was that synagogue's president and that his 
mother, Lea, sang at the consecration. The Goldwater family was 
there, as were Posseneniskie the tailor and Ballin of the Eden 
Hotel. Also present were Alf Isaacs and his wife, who lived an 
ostentatious life in Remura (their carriage driver wore a silk hat 
and white gloves) until one day they were forced into bankruptcy. 

Perhaps in constructing such an imposing building (one which 
vaguely resembles a cathedral), the elders of the Jewish congrega­
tion of Auckland hoped that they would stem the trend of mar-

119. (Opposite Page) . Page from ledger of the Hebrew School teacher, 
Auckland Hebrew Congregation. 1975. B. Lewis got 15 demerits for not 
knowing his lessons for the third time. Anyone who knows the prayers 
would recognize who had memorized and recited what. A measles 
epidemic caused the school to be shut down just before Passover. 
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121. Marriage registration signed by Rev. Goldstein. 1883. Solomon 
Fernandez and Sophie Joel. More and more of the marriages were be­
tween couples who were older. 

120. Opposite Page: Ketuba of a Wednesday wedding, 1879. Rev. Elkin of­
ficiated. Unions of "Kissing Cousins" were not recommended in Judaism, 
but such marriages were not uncommon in the Keesing family. This couple 
were Rosetta Keesing, who was born in Auckland, and Thomas Keesing, 
her cousin from San Francisco. The wedding took place in the very month 
in which their grandparents were married thirty-three years earlier. The 
word New Zealand appears in Hebrew in the form of N"Z. Collection of 
Miriam Hobbs, Auckland. 
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riages to Christian partners. More young people were marrying 
"out" with every passing year. Even those who were not so young 
were doing it, particularly if they were located in agricultural or 
remote areas. At first it was thought that old Rev. Elkin could 
not hold the attention of the young. In 1882 a young rabbi Samuel 
Aaron Goldstein arrived from London, and he was present to 

consecrate this new synagogue. But by 1886, he had already 
alienated many. Rev. Goldstein announced, shortly after his ar­
rival, that henceforth anyone who let a daughter marry "out" 
would be not accepted as a member nor would anyone who mar­
ried "out." This ruling created a an even wider chasm between 
the devout elders and many of the young, almost assuring that the 
new synagogue would remain mostly empty. Even people like the 
former president and venerable member Asher Asher and 
Samuel Yates, who was married to a Maori and who came into 
town once a year from the Northland to celebrate Rosh Hashan­
nah in Auckland, were made to feel uncomfortable. Of course, 
there were those who strongly approved of the rabbi's stance. 

123. David Nathan in later years. 
He was the president of the 
synagogue and vice president of 
the Auckland Savings Bank. At his 
death both posts were taken over 
by his son Lawrence David. Auck­
land Savings Bank Collection. 

124. Rev. Goldstein who served the 
Auckland Jewish community for 
nearly fifty years. 



The tradition-keeping Nathans were in agreement with the stric­
ter attitude; hut it really took the influx of a new immigration of 
young Eastern European Jews in the 1890s to revitalize the 
Jewish community of Auckland. 

Dr. Goldstein remained in his post for nearly fifty years. Some 
pitied the man because he had to bring up a family while his wife 
was suffering from a chronic and debilitating illness. His fol­
lowers remembered him with a love that was near adoration. But 
even among the second generation of Eastern Europeans, there 
were those who objected to the strict ru Jes of Sabbath observance. 
By then, however, all of New Zealand observed a weekend ofrest. 
Still, some perceived that they missed out on sports competitions, 
social events, and examinations for the university because they 
were never scheduled on Sunday, the Sabbath of the Christians, 
hut were ususally scheduled on the Sabbath of the Jews. But no 
one took the step to ask why entrance examinations could not he 
moved to a weekday. The pressure to conform to the norm was 
strong, typical all the more of second-generation offspring of 
minority groups, who dearly wish to be accepted and be part of 
the mainstream of society or at least be grafted onto some other 
group which has deeper roots in the local soil. There was little 
that Dr. Goldstein could do to reverse the trend. In fact, even he 
decided to take a more moderate stance and to accept Samuel 
Yates. 
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124. The Great Synagogue on Princess Street. The congregation has 
moved to other quarters. The New Zealand National Trust is fighting to 
keep this building from the bulldozers and developers. It is located on a 
hilltop with a majestic view of Auckland harbor, near the University of Auck­
land. Sketch by Odeda Rosenthal from old photograph. 

Opposite Page; 125. Telephone directory of Auckland. 1883. In case of 
fire ring No. 13. 
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8 
Northland Tale 

Samuel Yates had married Ngawini (also called Annie), who 
was one of the fifteen children horn to a Maori woman of the 
Rarawa trihe and an English father. Yates married her at the age 
of forty, after his mother died, thus sparing her of additional fami­
ly "shame," what with his brother Fredrick Jessel having divorced 
his wife (one of Barnet and Hannah Keesing's daughters from San 
Francisco). Yates was not the original family name, however. 
Samuel's father, a lawyer, had changed his name from Elyakim 
Goetz, after arriving in Britain from Bohemia. After living in Lon­
don a while (where Samuel was born), the family moved to Scot­
land and then on to Australia. When Sarah Yates was widowed, 
she headed to New Zealand with her sons. 

Yates' wife was half his age, a Maori from the Northland. It was 

126. Yates Homestead in Parangarenga. 
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127. Samuel Yates 128. Annie Yates 

Collection of Far North Regional Museum, Kaitaia 

in the Northland that Samuel Yates met her. No one had seen 
such a relationship: they had a very close and happy family life, 
and they worked together in husiness. He ran the husiness end 
of their financial empire, which included export of kauri gum and 
wood, cattle, and real estate, while she supervised the work force 
and production. Their holdings were extensive; and when Samuel 
died, all was willed to Annie, who became one of the first female 
millionaires in New Zealand. 

Samuel and Annie had five daughters, (Emily, Flora, Blanche, 
Julia, and Josephine) and three sons (Gustavus, Lance and 
Sinclair). They took the children to Auckland each year, prohah­
ly in September so Samuel could attend the New Year services at 
the Synagogue, while the children were taken to the theatre and 
concerts. The children attended the finest secondary schools. 

Other Jews lived in the Northland as well. School records from 
Kaitia (which is the central town of the kauri district of the 
Northland) show that in 1888 little Sam and Sarah Yates 



(grandchildren of Samuel and Annie Yates) attended school with 
Robert Nathan and Henry and Mary Davis, (grandchildren of 
other pioneer Jews). In addition, there were other Europeans, 
like Elizabeth and Thomas Bushy, (grandchildren of the disliked 
Bushy of Polack's day). 

Samuel certainly had a better life than a Bohemian Jew who 
lived in South Island. There, in Reefton, Sigmund Schulhof com­
mitted suicide by hanging, using his own belt over the rafters in 
his stationery shop. It happened within weeks after his two sisters 
had arrived from Prague. Reefton, on route from Greymouth to 

Nelson, was once a lucrative gold mining area. In 1887, in fact, it 
was the first community in New Zealand to pay Thomas Edison 
for using his patent for electric lighting so that work could go on 
day and night. Nonetheless, the two sisters were probably shock­
ed to discover where their brother was making his fortune. Excit­
ing Jewish life in the gold country (glorious tales of which 
abounded) might well have existed for a few years in Hokitika, 
but it certainly could not he found in Reefton. 

Supposedly, Sigmund Schulhof was buried in the Jewish 
cemetery in Hokitika, a town almost deserted by then, but there 
is no sign that he was laid to rest there. In contrast, when Sam 
Yates died, he was interred in the old Jewish cemetery in.Auck­
land with a rabbi at the funeral and a Maori wife weeping at his 
death. The story is told that when in 1900 Samuel Yates (then 
seventy-four) felt that his end was near, he decided to go to Auck­
land before the coming of the Jewish New Year to he sure that 
would he laid to rest amongst his people and his beloved mother, 
Sarah. Legend has it that he died in the boat en route to Auck­
land, cradled in his wife's arms, as the sun disappeared over the 
horizon. The Hebrew-lettered message on his tombstone in 
Auckland 's Symond St. cemetery states that he died on the 20th 
day of Elul in the year 5655, ten days before the Jewish New Year. 

At the turn of the century, when reactions toward immigrants 
were very negative, Samuel Yates and his older son Gustavus 
tried to alter attitudes towards other Bohemian immigrants to 
New Zealand. New Zealand's shores had been opened wider in 
1894 to new immigrants. But Samuel and Gustavus had a need to 
testify at a hot-tempered hearing held by the the Kauri Gum In­
dustry Royal Commission at Dargeville in 1898, when the ques-
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129. Lichtenstein and Arnoldson gum store in Auckland. Preparing a raw 
kauri shipment to Bremen, circa 1900. Collection of Kauri and Pioneer 
Museum. Matakohe. John Montifiore was the first to export Kauri gum in 
1843. 

130. Constable Abrahams on his way to court in Paparoa. 1901. Collection 
of Kauri and Pioneer Museum. Matakohe. 



tion was raised as to whether "Austrian" immigrants from Dal-
matia, who eked out a living in the gum fields of the Northland, 
were trustworthy. Were they taking jobs away from other New 
Zealanders? Were they ignoring others, and setting up their own 
food channels? Buying chickens only from each other? Baking 
their own breads and challah-type bread and honey cakes and 
brewing their own wines and 
abstaining from beef and eating 
mainly fruit and vegetables? It 
was a diet that seemed so very un­
like what most New Zealanders 
consumed. It was whispered that 
whatever they earned was sent 
out of the country, causing an out­
flow of funds and the depression. 

Indeed, many immigrants from 
Dalmatia did manage to amass 
small fortunes. They were hard­
working and frugal; they learned 
the business end of dealing with 
kauri gum; and they functioned 
co-operatively. Most were from 
the same district in Bohemia, 
even the same village. A surpris­
ing number looked old. It was 
more probable that they had lost 
their teeth because of malnutri­
tion they had experienced in their 
native land than from advancing 
age. It was not uncommon for 
them to put their earnings into 
gold, in the form of teeth, a safe 
and useful practice. Gold teeth, 131. Lunchtime in the gumfields. 
however, are conspicuous, and Collection of Otamatea Kauri and 
such conspicuous displays were Pioneer Museum, Matakohe. 
considered very un-British. The dentists who serviced these Dal­
matians were, quite often, Jews. 

Why dentistry became a "Jewish" profession is open to debate. 
Right through the nineteenth century false teeth were made from 
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Hanna, plwto. 

132. Alfred Elkin , an 
Auckland dental sur­
geon who was grad­
uated from the dental 
school of the University 
of Otago in 1890. 
Cyclopedia of New 
Zealand 1897. 

S. MYERS & Co., 
DENT 1 8 T 8 •. -THE OHRISTOBUROH DENTAL 

SURGERY, 
CORNER OF HIGH AND OAl:!HEL 

STREF.Td, .a.ND AT TBS OCil'AGON, 
DUNEDIN. 

EtT 

All A?t.ificial Work }earing our B'Ugery 
is Guaranteed for Eati.Dg--aricl 

I 
Speaking. 

We insert from One Tooth to a Fall 
Set. t.emporaril1 withont any extra charge, 
almost immediatel1 after the extractions 
of bad 1tumps or teeth .. 

A SINGLE ARTIFICIAL TOOTH, 101. 
OOMPLETE SET. "(Upper and Lower), 

£10 101. 

We arrange with thOH .who cannot 
pay the whole at onoe to take part or 
monthly paymeuta. 

NITRvUS OXIDE GA.8 .A.dmini-
1tered daily for tbti Painle11 . Bxtration 
of Stumpe or Teeth. .P~t11 Elafe1 
Eft'11CtiYe, and free from .any bad ·effect., 
Fee for ~ministration of Gu, 61.; Ex.: 

: traction, · !s 6d. Oon1ul~tion Free: 
Houri of attendance, .9 SO a.m. to 6 p.m. , 
Appointments can be made bJ Telephone . 
279. 

Artificial Te1th and Dentures made 
by other deLtitta repaired ur remodelled . 
at. a Small Coat. 

133. Advertisement for S. Myers, a dentist based in Dunedin. 
The advertisement comes from an 1883 edition of the Akaroa 
Mail, Lang/ios-Eteveneaux House and Museum Collection. A 
staunch member of the Jewish congregation, he was a/so a 
donor of significant sums to the University of Otago for the pur­
pose of expanding the Dental School and a/so for availing 
school children of dental care. 



porcelain, which, unfortunately, chipped easily. The first gold 
dental bridge was developed in Paris by a Jewish dentist named 
Bing, who fused gold bars onto the shape of teeth which he then 
coated with a porcelain paste produced by the Wedgewood Com­
pany of Britain. (These teeth became known as Jew's teeth.) 
Solid gold teeth, without the coating, did the job as well and were 
cheaper, hut looked rather gaudy. Dalmatians tended to choose 
this cheaper version. 

Dalmatians also served a new market for kauri gum, which till 
then was used mainly for making fine varnishes for elegant furni­
ture, musical instruments, and wooden interior finishes in homes, 
boats, and trains, and other possessions of the wealthy in Europe 
and in America. Kauri gum. they realized, was a fine material for 
making false teeth. It was used to make denture molds. Kauri gum 
had been favored as a chewing gum by Maoris for ages. It was 
functional, pliable, s:fe, and pleasant to use; and the false teeth 
industry was booming. (Kauri gum remained a popular dental 
material into the twentieth century and is mentioned in the book 
The Science qf' Dental Materials, which appeared in 1960.) 

The biggest patch of kauri gum that was dug up was not in the 
Northland, but in the remains of L. D. Nathan's warehouse, where 
646 terns of stored gum ready for sale. Kauri gum is very flam­
mable and has been used by the Maoris for centuries as a fuel for 

l'HK 

PAINLESS DENTAL CO., 
88 ·PIUNOJCS $TBEET. 

134 Turn of the century advertisement from Auckland newspaper. 
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fires. This stock caught fire. No one thought any kauri was left 
since the fire hurned on for weeks. The hurning mass of kauri had 
filled the air with a stench while smoldering, and no one went near 
the warehouse. Insurance monies had even been collected. But 
even though it was considered a total loss, the warehouse was auc­
tioned. The highest bidder, a speculator from Silverdale, bought 
it and its contents, as is. The big surprise came when the bricks 
were torn away: it was discovered that only the top layer of gum 
had burned; the rest had melted into a solid mass measuring two 
feet thick and five feet high. In all, 450 terns of gum were retrieved. 
It brought a good return for the gamble. Kauri was as good as 
gold. 

The Nathan warehouse fire happened at the turn of the cen­
tury, shortly after Fredrick Jessel Yates died and was buried in 
Parangarenga. He was the hrother who married a Jew hut he was 
huried among Maoris. Samuel Yates, the one who married 
Maori, was buried among many Jews, as a fellow Freemason, Rev. 
Goldstein, said kaddish at his funeral. 



THIS · Lift: 

; : .. _ ~- ,, " " ; . \ -, : . 

135. Tombstones of Samuel Yates and his mother Sarah. Her tombstone 
carries a biblical notation harking back to Sarah "our mother". Samuel's 
tombstone carries the Masonic emblem. Symonds Street Cemetery, Auck­
land. Photo Odeda Rosenthal. 
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9 
WOMEN OF VALOR 

New Zealand was the first country to give women the right to 
vote. This came ahout hecause of pressures by vocal females and 
the hacking of Sir Julius Vogel. In keeping with the British pat­
tern, New Zealand was among the first countries to have fine 
priv:1te high schools for girls. And in New Zealand, the first 
woman lawyer and the first female physician were Jews. 

Why it is that Jewish females are often so forceful is not 
clear. Perhaps it is because Jewish women have looked to m0<.Jels 
other than those "vhich their Christian counterparts had. No 
Madonna. no repentant wayward woman, no saint hurned at the 
stake is the model for most Jewish women. They looked to women 
like Deborah the Judge, Esther the queen (who was literate while 
her husband needed scribes to read to him from the diary that was 
kept for him). Miriam (who made a waterproof basket in which 
she placed the hahy Moses in the Nile), and Yael, the military spy, 
:ill of whom were the "can-do," intelligent models for Jewish 

- ·· .... ------.... ¥ml.Df.9'1111' 
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136. Reading merit certificate, 1864. Collection of Helen and David Levin, 
Auckland. 
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women. (Some, admittedly, have often dwelled instead on stories 
about Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the "three fathers," and their 
manipulative wives whose whole focus seemed to be assuring the 
seniority of their sons). 

Jewish women have not been encouraged by religous leaders 
or taught much of the traditional wisdom of the sages, the Torah, 
and Hebrew. Yet Jewish women have had to teach their children, 
often alone, about the tradition and heritage of their faith and cul­
ture. In fact, far more Jewish women have had to support hus­
bands as well, whether they had married scholars or luckless 
businessmen. Usually they have had to function under adverse 
conditions and to keep the flame of faith going even with strong 
pressure from societies for their children to how to other influen­
ces. The image of working women was invariably as a cleaning 
maid (homemaker work), seamstress, or factory worker. That a 
woman might be bored out of her mind (as the wife of Louis 
Ehernfried was) or that she might wish or need to use her intel­
lect and talents outside the home was seen as odd. In effect, only 
those woi1len with inept husbands and those who had not seen to 
it that their husband would stay healthy and live a long life, or 
those who were not a good shidach, and hence to he pitied, were 
entitled to be business-minded. 

Here and there men understood that there are intelligent 
women whose wisdom ranged beyond the family duties. Clearly, 
some sane and sensible sages of long ago decided that the mar­
riage contract signed at a Jewish wedding is to remain in the hands 
of the wife. No Jewish marriage ceremony demands that a wife 
vow to be bound as one with her husband or give up her identity 
as a person or obey him no matter what. On the contrary, the 

Opposite Page: 137. Records of births, Auckland Hebrew Congregation. 
1872. Though the names of both parents appeared in English, the name 
of the mother was not registered in Hebrew even though Jewish lineage 
is based on the mother's lineage. In this, New Zealand's religious leaders 
continued a long-standing disregard of women as persons who have a 
right to be equal members of the community. 
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138. Self defense. Auckland Punch, 1868. This cartoon appeared follow­
ing the massacre that was staged by radical Maoris in the Poverty Bay 
region in which Miriam Margliouth Parker's life was threatened. 

ceremony clearly suggests that a wife is not only entitled hut is ex­
pected to have a mind of her own. 

One New Zealand Jewish woman. Miriam Margalioth Parker, 
helped her husband develop a station in the Gishorne area in the 
1850s. leaving only when she and her 
family became victims of Hau Hau 
wrath in 1868. Some may question 
whether she would he considered a 
Jew since her father. the writer Moss 
Margalioth, had converted years ear­
lier (although he continued to write 
authoritatively on Jewish subjects); 
and she was h ro\1 g ht up in a 
Freemason world. In addition, her' 
husband was not Jewish. 

Matilda Cohen was one of a num­
ber of Jewish women who arrived in 
New Zealand as widows. On their 

;.,·, 
i 

139. Mrs. Pollock in later 
years. Cyclopedia of New 
Zealand, 1897. 
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140. Ketuba. Bal/arat, Australia, 1861. Matilda and Sigmund C )hen, She 
was a widow within ten years and a mother Of five. It was th,m that she 
moved to New Zealand and settled in Wanganui. The ketuba was redis­
covered by the author in 1986. Wanganui Regional Museum. 
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own they supported families and raised pre-teen children to 
adult-hood. Mrs. Cohen became a shopkeeper in Wanganui: 
while Mrs. Pollock founded a small retail shop in Hokitika which 
grew into a large yard goods textile empire by the turn of the cen­
tury. 

The concerns of New Zealand women were not truly taken into 
account, psycholo!,!ically as well as physically, until the ap­
pearance of Dr. Emily Seidenhcrg. a Dunedin-horn .Jew. who be­
came the fir"t female physician in New Zealand. Together with 
Mark Cohen's wife, Marie Theomin, and others. she was in­
strumental in developing what became the now highly respected 
Plunket Society. In fact. it was in the Theornin dining room that 
the first meeting for this organization was held: and Marie 
Theomin became the first treasurer, assuring that the society 
would have a sound financial base. which it has to this very 
day. (For those who have never heard of the Plunket Society, it is 
a service offering pre-natal and post-natal care to each and every 
child and mother in New Zealand. In addition, it functions as a 
source of information and a forum for the ·exchange of ideas 
among women.) For nearly a century. a Plunket nurse has been 
available to :111y New Zcal:111d wom<1n or child. 

141. Mrs. Marie Theomin, first treasurer arid a founder of the Plunket 
Society. Plunket SociAty Archives, Dunedin. 



142. Dr. Emily Seidenberg, when she received her Bachelor of Science 
degree from the University of Ota go in 1896. Her medical degree was from 
a German university. Collection of the Medical School of the University of 
Otago. Dunedin. 
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143. Ketuba. Caroline Asher and Thomas Tobias. She was 28 and he was 
50 years old. The selection was very limited. Auckland, 1893. Collection 
of Helen and David Levin, Auckland. 



Though Emily Seidenberg had a fine academic background 
from the Otago Girls High School, she had a difficult time get­
ting her university education. Fellow students at the University 
of Otago pelted her with flesh from cadavers, and she had to travel 
to Germany to get her medical degree. But she did it. She was 
most forceful. 

The hospital of the medical school of the University of Otago 
under the guidance of Dr. Yates had, as early as 1870, a program 
of special treatment for pregnant women (despite the objection 
of some Christian clergy who felt that childbirth did not need spe­
cial attention because the Bible stated that the pain of chidbirth 
was woman's burden because of Eve's sins in the Garden of 
Eden). But this was instituted more to assure the life of the new­
born New Zealander than to enchance the status of women. Dr. 
Emily Seidenberg focused on the women. 

Elizabeth Yates founded the first kindergarten, an idea cham­
pioned also by Mark Cohen and his wife. Mark Cohen's editorial 
crusade in the Evening Star of Dunedin, highlighted the problems 
of women. And Ethel Benjamin, horn in Dunedin in 1875, fought 
for the legal rights of women, which, ironically, she was able to do 
only after the special Female Law Practitioners Act was pas.sed 
for her, permitting women to become lawyers and to present their 
cases in court. 

But Ethel Benjamin was refused the use of the law library of 
the University of Otago when she was a student, and she was 
shunned as a barrister. 

When, as a student, s~ could not enter the law library because 
women had never stepped in there before, she pointed out that a 
hook could he read anywhere. She got to read the books and she 
became a lawyer. But she was forced to find another way of 
making a living. She became the manager of a tea room in 
Christchurch. Her business grew t(> employ a staff of 40. At the 
age of 32 she did decide to wed. She married Ralph De Costa, a 
member of the Jewish community of Wellington. 
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144. Ethel Benjamin, 1897. Hacken Library Collection, Dunedin. Courtesy 
of Katherine Findley, producer of the 1987 Television New Zealand 
program, "First Lady of the Law". 



145. Cover of the Colonial Edition of Julius Vogel's book, subtitled 
"Woman's Destiny, " in which he envisioned that women would someday 
be in the position to control political events and should therefore be edu­
cated and given the opporunity to gain practical experience. Alexander 
Turnbull Library Collection. 
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WELLINGTON 

Although Wellington was founded in Decemher of 1840, it did 
not waken from its provincialism until it hecame New Zealand's 
capital in 1865; and even then, it began to bloom only after the 
Hokitika days. In 1864, when talks first took place about moving 
New Zealand's capital from Auckland, Julius Vogel did not ob­
ject to that idea as much as he objected to the move to Wellington. 
He would have chosen Dunedin instead. But by 1870 
Wellington's Jewish community could proudly point to a fine 
synagogue, built at Wellington Terrace near Cuba Street, where 
many of the close-knit Jewish familes owned shops. 

146. Panorama of the city of Wellington in the 1880s. 
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The Wellington Jewish community was somewhat insular. 
Even today it sees itself as more kosher than anyone else. It had 
little regard for the group that tried to found a community in 
Hokitika, though some of Wellington 's Jews henefitted hand­
somely from the West Coast. 
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147. Facsimile of first check to be cashed by Wellington branch of Bank 
of New Zealand. BNZ Archives, Wellington. 

By the turn of the century the congregation had many members 
who were children when they had spent time in the Hokitika area, 
people like Ralph De Costa and Lionel Lewis Harris. DeCosta 
was one of the many who grew up as orphans. His father, a well­
liked man, died at the age of 35 in 1887 in Greymouth shortly after 
his son's Bar Mizvah. The Hebrew lettered tombstone will attest 
to that. De Costa became the secretary of the Rugby Union, and 
married Ethel Benjamin, the cousin of Elias Benjamin, the rughy 
player from Hokitika. Harris uid not run a hotel as his family did 
in Hokitika, Greymouth and then Christchurch, but was in the 
textile and upholstry business instead. 

Sir Julius Vogel was there, too, having come back in 1884 from 
his stay in London just as the worst news were arriving about the 
plight of the Jews in Russia, Poland, Lithuania, Ukraine and lands 



horde ring Austria. Many were now out of work. In New Zealand 
times were tense. Things had gotten so had, in fact, that many 
planned to leave New Zealand for good. It was for this reason that 
the Industrial Exposition that Sir Vogel mounted in Wellington 
in 1885 was so important. It was meant to advertise New Zealand 
to the world and to give new hope to New Zealanders. Still, many 
left. Indeed, in 1889, Sir Vogel, unahle to revive the economy in 
his second coming, left New Zealand too and never returned, hut 
his son, who became a lawyer, remained in Wellington. 

In 1890, students in Russia's universities staged protests for 
more freedom. The Russian government accused Jews of master­
minding this. Bloodshed followed. Jews were hanned from living 
in Russian cities, owning land and doing business in many in­
dustries. In response, the Rothschild Fund, which had financed a 
Russian government loan. decided to withdraw its support. This 
sent the Russian economy into a tailspin, leading to a new mas­
sucre of Jews in villages. The German Baron Hirsch tried to help 
Jews settle in lands that were tied to Germany, particularly Ar­
gentina and Mexico. Few were settled there. Some Russian Jews 
were resettled to Woodbine, New York, but the economic times 
were harsh everywhere and this was true in New York as well. In 
New Zealand things got so had that the Bank of New Zealand was 
ahout to decla re bankruptcy. 

It was in this social climate that Governor George Grey, who 
was ready to retire in leisure on large profits made during his 
tenure as governor of New Zealand and Australia, decided to take 
a stand which was later called "Grey's Jewish Gesture." In 1894, 
on the last day of the legislative session, he suggested that New 
Zealand open its doors to new immigration. Few had expected 
this of him. Perhaps this position was Governor Grey's way of 
repaying for the land he confiscated years before from Samuel 
Polack or for hounding Julius Vogel. Or perhaps Governor Grey 
felt that he was safe in showing sympathy for the Russian Jews, 
because he was well aware that the mainly British and German 
Jews who now made up the bulk of the small community in New 
Zealand had no great love for Eastern Europeans. His suggestion 
was opposed by some, particularly since New Zealand had always 
feared a Russian invasion, and who could tell if those Jews from 
Russia might not really he spies? But New Zealand was opened 
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148. Government House, Wellington. From Vogel's Handbook, 1875. 

11 .••LI' '" '" I'••• : "At .1 ... ,._,JI J11 11 ~ ; I .,.,._. ""' •tU- fh,.A't1 o1: .i. M•ll "' t ~· lllll1 ~ Jin : ""t. "'"" ,·, • r.a """ ' • • ••I • • • ·. · ' • ··• I•• ···•'' • •. • ' 
..... .oL• u ~ .. ... , • • I• ..... Ill~ ,,,,.,., .. \ ·,. " " ' ' ' · '\, "' "'· ... ,, 1·111 ... ,,.,. , .... ' J r1 II ~ AU • ' '" ""'""' " " ' .. '" . .. . ... """·. , • , ,., ' .. . . '"· ' . .... , •.. 
•fT•t.• '•TI 1•, .., , •1· 11.11r. U'lll l<HU:ll• • 11111 • nllll •• IHn "" '"""· 1.uil \\11,1u Hlllt. I,..,,. 111 .. ' '" "''" .. ~ ..,I ll t • f .,,., , .. .,;, ,, ' " T: ''"In• •·• • 11 II• • •H•· . 
:~~ ... :::; •• 110..o~ faLT 1•.0. 11M 1f'll Mil .Ill~''"'•• TMI •t<UIT '""''"~ Tl•ll tlN'Tt••, • •••'I,. ,., .•• I - l<I '" a . .... . ,,. lfu1<1 "' " ' ' I ••· '" '' II• •·•··• 

'A' -..u~;:;*,"".:.,r,1:~7~~~:::! · ;~?." ,~,.~'j' '~~~j :,•::.~' ~" na1>11.).••~ 1.1•r 1n~"'· ,,,. .• u•••a> "'' L-r.. c""" '"'"' "'''"' 11&.1n;..,. ••"TU.LI o: n , ,.. 

j·. 
I .. 
I 

I / 

·~ I , 

I~ I 
t • • .. . ' -
I 

' i 

149. RIP. Cartoon suggesting the Vogel Era was dead. New Zealand 
Punch, 1889. 



to Eastern European Jews, 
yet not many came. 

In the Cyclopedia of 
New Zealand of 1897,_ 
there is an entry telling of 
the impressive synagogue 
in Wellington which at­
tested to the stability, 
freedom, and wealth some 
Jews had found in New 
Zealand. The synagogue 
building glistened with the 
gifts accumulated from 
congregants over many 
years. It was embellished 
with items of beauty that 
are significant to Jews: 
beautifu I Torah dresses 
and bells, candlesticks, and 
various other ornaments of 
well-crafted silver and 
gold. A well-attended 

~ .... 
150. Cartoon. The Five Million Pound Claim. W. 
Broomfield. Observer, 1890. Some had a constant 
notion that Sir Vogel was out to defraud New 
Zealand, and that his image as a cripple was only 
a facade that could be changed with an exchange 
of money. He died in poverty in Britain, sustained 
by his wife and donations from friends. 

Hebrew school could be found there. Rahbi Yan Staveren's'fami­
ly, which included nine daughters and six sons, added to the sense 
of mishpoche (family). 

It was noted that the synagogue even had electric lighting, paid 
for by the aged merchant ship owner Jacob Joseph and Henry 
Phillips. (Jacob Joseph was blinded early in life, but he under­
stood the value of light.)· The main-switch was located beneath 
the reading desk of the rabbi, so that it could be turned on c>r off 
only when the rabbi determined that the Sabbath or holy day had 
ended, according to the Orthodox tradition. 

Jews had prospered in New Zealand. but there was subliminal 
pressure. Besides, by .the turn of the century Germans were be­
coming a hated group, and since many Jews had German-sound­
ing names, they found it necessary to change them unless they fare 
the fate of the Friedlander who was beaten up by a gang of ruf­
fians for being "German;" Hallenstein's three nephews (who mar­
ried the three Gothelf sisters) changed theirnames ·to Halstead, 
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even though Bendix Hallenstein himself was the German consul 
to New Zealand. Theomin's pianos no longer bore the name 
Dresden. Even the name of lnvercargill's major street was 
changed to suit the tenor of the times, and the Holtz family 
changed its name to Wood. 

Most of the Eastern European Jews who arrived at the turn of 
the century were young. One was the Phillips family. Phillips was 
not the original family name; it was Firovsovitch, and their roots 
were in Salant, in northern Lithuania. 

Joe Finkelstein, a retired New Zealand government weather­
man in Wellington, has offered the notes written by his mother. 
Annie. shortly before she died of old age in 1966. There were 
stories her mother had told her, and she also rememhered her 
own early days in New Zealand. 

According to these recollections, the family tale began when 
her father, Nathan Pirovsoritch, a graduate of the Yeshivah and 
a son of a highly respected scholarly family "from the Russian 
standpoint" (that is, in the eyes of other Russian Jews), left home 
when the pogroms hegan in 1882. He headed to London. follow­
ing the call of his brother Joe, who had worked as an apprentice 
to a watchmaker before fleeing recruitment into the Csarist army. 
Nathan was, by then, married to Yente Sheba J udelman of Skudi, 
who had given birth to two children. But she stayed hehind. In 
London, it seems, the hrothers could not find an uncrowded 
boarding-house that served kosher meals, so night after night they 
took to walking the streets, eating bread and pickles as they went 
along. One night, a London bobby 
told Joe that he would do well to 
hide the gold chain of his watch 
(which had been given to him by 
his former employer as a farewell 
present). The brothers decided 
that London was no place for 
decent people and certainly no 
place for bringing up Nathan's 
family. In 1886, or thereabouts, 
they took a boat to Melbourne. 
Yente Sheba and her two 
Lithuanian-born children arrived 
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WAIHI THRIVES ON 
CYANIDE GOLD AND MUD 

Waihi, April 24, 1894 
"No children permitted to enter 

here", says a notice outside the 
deadly poisonous big cyanide 
plant at Waihi. Evidently it is not 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 
But it opens wide the golden 

doors for W aihi. For the past 
twelve months, a notable thing 
has been the number of wagons 
loaded with furniture and house­
hold goods drawn over the road 
from Th11mes to Waihi township. 



two years later. Yente Sheha was as firm in her resolve to follow 
her hushand as she was in her orthodoxy. The ship on which she 
sailed lost time in a storm and docked in Melhourne on a Satur­
day, the Sahhath. She had never defiled the Sahhath hy doing such 
a thing as riding in a carriage, hut her hushand insisted that their 
home was too far away for her and the children to walk. So on that 
Sahhath she rode; it was the only time in her life she did. In 
Australia, Yente She ha changed her name to Jane. When the new 
New Zealand immigration policy was enacted, the family decided 
to try New Zealand. The two hrothers arrived in 1894, got a horse, 
and started to earn a living hy selling goods to gold miners in the 
Waihi region, where new mines had heen opened. They hought 
and sold jewelry and repaired watches. Jane and her hrood, now 
numhering six, arrived two years later. Annie could still recall the 
warm greeting they received from her father after two years of 
separation. (Sixty years later, it still made her tingle to think of 
it.) They moved to Auckland when Jane was ahout to give hirth 
again. In Auckland, they opened a fancy goods shop, where they 
also sold the upper parts of hoots. (As Annie explained it, the 
soles were hought in another place. and then the sole and upper 
hoot were taken to a hootmaker to put them together.) Nathan 
became a respected member of the hoard of the Auckland 
Hehrew Congregation, and Jane was known for her hospitality. 
Jews who had less were assured a traditional challah and fish for 
the Sahhath. Jane saw to it somehow. This mitzvah of hospitality 
had another very important function: it was a way to size up the 
incoming young men, one of whom, God willing, would hecome 
the hushand of one of her daughters. And that was what actually 
happened. One of the Finkelstein hoys hecame Annie's hushand, 
though the Pikel boys hecame as close as family memhers. 

Most new Jewish New Zealanders generally settled in Auck­
land and Wellington, and this is where the last vestiges of Jewish 
orthodoxy can he found in New Zealand today, though even this 
orthodoxy would not pass muster with tile Orthodox Jewish com­
munity (they might he considered Conservatives at best). The 
Nathan family has been the guardian of Jewish orthodoxy in New 
Zealand throughout. The Nathan family was also involved with 
charities and social events and sports including yachting. Social 
events of any importance usually included some of the prolific 
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151. Passport picture of Jane Sheba Phillips wearing Panama hat. Collec­
tion of Joe Finkelstein. Wellington. 

152. Turn of the century gro<:ery store south of Auckland. Collection of Joe 
Finkelstein. Wellington. 



and elegant Nathans. 
Louis and Maurice Cohen of Wanganui were among the "old 

time families" that were part of the Wellington congregation. 
Maurice married a Nathan girl in Wellington. He came there to 
attend Victoria University which opened in 1897, and became a 
lawyer. He was a fine violinist who took to founding orchestras 
and choral societies. Wellington was a center for music studies 
and his talents were appreciated there. 

Cohen took his wife to Palmerston North where he represented 
Nathan interests. That community had a Jewish representation 
from its very inception in 1878. Three Nathan families, Alfred 
Levi. Mrs. Solomon Levy, Charles Rosenthal, Joseph Morris, 
John Jacobson and Lewis Harris are listed among the first rate 
payers there; and Abraham Solomon, a pawnbroker who moved 
to that town with his wife Rebecca, had been mayor. Cohen later 
became a three-term mayor of Palmerston North, and was in­
strumental in opening its hospital. The hospital served the area 
to the east and south as well. The neecl for such a hospital became 
evident to Cohen when he learned that North Island railway 
laborers had no medical services and that accidents on the jobs 
caused seriously infected wounds that were often left untreated. 
He found that some laborers felt it unmanly to complain .of pain, 
hut when medical help was offered, they accepted it readi­
ly. Maurice Cohen hecame a strong spokesman for public medi­
cal services. 

The Jews of Palmerston North did not have a synagogue. Most 
often they traveled to Wellington to attend holiday services where 
they would meet Jews from Wanganui, Masterton, Hastings and 
even Napier at least once or twice a year. 

There they might meet Alfred Levi and the aged Lipman Levy. 
Levy was the lord of leather products with ties to Christchurch. 
Levi sold the finest imported opera glasses, telescopes, and other 
optical supplies and opened optician shops in towns from Auck­
land to lnvercargill, offering eye-testing to all New Zealand 
school children. 

Or else they might bump into the Nelson-based Myers family, 
which moved to Wellington, where they lost their talented 
daughter Martha. one of the young adult victims of the typhoid 
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153. Law certificate of Louis Cohen. 1887. Collection of Wanganui 
Regional Museum. Wangnui. 

154. Maurice Cohen. 13th mayor 
of Palmerston North and first 
conductor of the Orchestral 
Society of that town. 
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epidemic that hit New Zealand in 1895. Martha's brother 
Michael, who, like her, was horn in the Nelson suhurh of Metuka, 
became the Chief Justice of New Zealand thirty years later. 

In 1900, Rev. Alfred Adler of the University College of Lon­
don visited Wellington. He spoke there on the second day of Pass­
over and said that he was moved to discover the depth of the roots 
of Judaism that had survived to nourish a flourishing congrega­
tion in the midst of the varied aspects of colonial life. "Under the 
Southern Cross," he said, "I heard the old, old prayers uttered in 
the old familiar tongue, ... [which is] hound up with magnificent 
ancestors ... which has become so thoroughly identified with 
our national consciousness." 

Rev. Adler was, of course, referring to the Hehrew language, 
which hy then had hegun to develop a new secular following and 
a literary revival, hut which has heen a uniting factor for Jews for 
centuries. 
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155. Jewels recovered from a case owned by Isadore Jonah Rothschild 
who lost his life when the "Tasmania" sank in 1897 near Gisborne. The 
Rothschild family had long been interested in New Zealand not for the gold 
and precious stones, but as a potential haven. Cuttings from the famed 
Rothschild vineyards in France were transferred to the earthquake-riddled 
Napier area (which is south of Gisborne) and the Rothschilds still own 
property in New Zealand including a simple island haven. The jewels were 
recovered by a team led by Kelly Tarlton, a maritime explorer who also 
managed, before his untimely death in 1985, to create the Auckland 
Aquarium which is housed in a converted raw sewage holding tank. (This 
tank was put out of use in the 1960s by one of Auckland's more recent 
Jewish mayors, Mayer Dove Robinson, who put his reputation and his per­
sonal funds on the line to insist that Auckland build a sewage treatment 
plant before major ecological damage would hit the Bay of Auckland. Col­
lection of the Museum of Shipwrecks, Waitangi. 



DYING ·QUEEN 

PRINCESS BEATRICE READING TO THE OUE£i..I,. 

156. Dying Queen. Boston Herald Special Edition, 1901. 

Queen Victoria died in January of J 901 at the age of eighty­
one. after suffering a stroke. At her death. one could say that the 
sun never set on the British Empire, so vast were her possessions. 
But as she aged, Queen Victoria could not keep even her exten­
sive family from squahhling. Her nephew, Kaiser Wilhelm of 
Germany, was forever ignoring her demands. He even eyed the 
Suez Canal. As fate would have it, her own son could not attend 
his mother's funeral because he caught German measles. 

Queen Victoria's demise did not weaken the significance of a 
British passport in the world. Eastern European Jews, and others 
in hard-pressed areas, saw it as a pass to a hetter life in a more 
open society. Few chose to go to New Zealand, hut Raphael Rif­
fkin, a picture frame maker who was horn in Riga in 1875 and 
married to Esther Sender in Glasgow, Scotland in 1901, did take 
his family there. The Riffkin family became part ofa small second 
wave of Eastern Europeans to arrive in New Zealand. 

The numher of Jews in New Zealand has declined steadily. A 
visitor might equate the Jewish community in New Zealand to its 
volcanos: mostly dorment, hut now and then, mildly active. Still, 
New Zealand's Jewish community exists and has a proud history 
whkh has yet to he detailed in full. 
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YIZKOR 

It has been said that although Hehrew is the national language 
of the Jews. it often appears that they are ahle to grasp just ahout 
any other language quicker than that one. Not many were fluent 
in Hehrew, less understood it, and even fewer knew of the rich 
history of this language that spawned the first practical alphabet 
in which even poetry in rhyme could be. for the first time, 
recorded as spoken. There have heen many times in history when 
it was against the law for Jews to use the Hebrew language and to 
teach it to their children. Often it seemed that the language was 
dead. But time and again it would revive to a glorious level. Chris­
tianity has borrowed many words, given them a hocus- pocus holi­
ness, and then claimed them as its own--words like halleluja and 
amen, and more recently ahha. In New Zealand there was even 
an incident in 1872 in which someone publicly questioned 
whether a Jew had a right to use these words. The word ahhu 
means "d<1ddy" in Hebrew <md its roots are Aramaic, amen means 
"I believe it to he the truth." The word lwl/elt~ia is really two words, 
lwllelu and Ya, or "Praise Ya or Yehova-God." But the Jew whose 
name was Isaacs was not ahout to he hushed. He wrote a letter 
to the Christchurch Press and it was published. 

Judah Keesing felt it necessary to note important family dates 
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Judah Keesing 's family notations. The Hebrew notations shown here were 
written in a New Testament bible, yet Hebrew information was included. 
There were no English versions of the Jewish bible available. The New Tes­
tament bible, which was a Protestant King James version, did have an ex­
cellent translation so that family members who did not know Hebrew could 
read it if they wished. 
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But hardly anyone read the bible or knew what the Bar Mitzvah portion ac­
tually said. ColleCtion of Miriam Hobbs, Auckland. 
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160. From Christchurch Press 1872. 
Collection of Canterbury Public 
Library, Cl1ristchurch. 
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163 . Tombstone notation . 
Christchurch. 

164 . Announcement card. 
produced by Henry Moss Keesing. 
Collection of May Wood, Auck­
land. 
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in the inside cover of his bible. He made notations in Hebrew 
even though he had a bit of trouble with the spelling. His 
granddaughter, Miriam Hobbs (whose other grandfather was 
Rev. Herman Van Staveren), treasures those Hebrew notations 
anyhow, though she may not be able to read Hebrew. 

Even the most untutore.d Jews who cannot tell an alef from a 
het, are aware that the these letters mean something special, carry 
much history and significance, and proudly spell out the Jewish 
heritage. Indeed some of the worst samples of tombstone mes.: 
sages were put together by devout tfillin-laying Jews at a time 
when there was no rabbi in Dunedin. Beyond mouthing the 
prayers and reading the Torah portion, they had little grasp of 
what the words meant. 

On the other hand, there are some surprisingly sophisticated 
bits of poetry to he found on tombstones in New Zealand. In par­
ticular there is a sample in Queenstown and two in Nelson, and a 
number of fine notations in Auckland and Wellington as well. In 
some cases, like on the tombstone of John Lazar in Hokitika and 
Rev. Nashelski, a special effort was made. Somehow it seems that 
most of the fine Victorian era compositions in South Island were 
the work of Rev. Zecharia, although there is no proof. 

Henry Moss Keesing, who was the grandson of the patriarch 
Henry Keesing, married a woman who was said to be an Anglican. 
She was his second wife, a young widow whom he married when 
he was widowed in his 50s. She was the daughter of his business 
partner whose name was Montague. There were few by that name 
in New Zealand, and there is a hoy named Montague buried in 
Auckland's Jewish sectioif M the c'C>mriiurial ce·metery who could 
easily have been her brother. Henry Moss Keesing was very 
devout and insisted on keeping the Sabbath and a kosher 
household. His wife submitted to that, hut the children that were 
born of this marriage had no use for his piety. Henry Moss Kees­
ing was a plumber by trade, but like his cousin Judah Jr. in Wan­
ganui, he had an artistic touch. He used his knowledge of 
plumbing to set up one of the first basement home darkrooms in 
Auckland, complete with running water. When his wife died he 
memorialized her with one of the many photographs he took of 



card has a quote from the New Testament. She was buried as a 
Christian. probably near her first husband. whose name was 
Wood. and Henry Moss Keesing was buried near his first wife. in 
the Jewish cemetery. Life takes strange turns. 

Some of the most unexpected places in New Zealand have 
lonesome Hebrew-lettered tomhstones that are often not in­
cluded in the listings of the town's records. We intended to in­
clude the Hebrew messages here. hut space will not permit. 

There was one tombstone with Hebrew \Vritings at Tapu. hut it 
keeled over and we may never know who was buried there. There 
were some at Napier, but the earthquake of 19.D did away with 
them. Roads overtook the old cemeteries in Christchurch and 
Wellington. In W<111agnui. all Jews were conden~ed under a single 
marker \Vhich has also somehow disappeared. 

You can find some fascinating Victori<1n samples in: 

Auckland: Symonds Street Cemetery on Karangahape Road, 
:tlso Wykomete Cemterey somewhat out of town. 

Christchurch: somcwlwt out of town. 

Dunedin: South Street Cemetery near the road. 

Greymouth: Near the campgrounds hy the sea. Look for the 
Chinese tombstone. 

I lokitika: The town cemetery on the hill. near the hospital. 
above the glow worm caves. Directly as you enter the cemetery. 

Nelson: On the top of the hillside. shaded by trees that have 
not been touched for years. to the left of the road in direct line 
up from the mulberry tree. 

Timaru: On the very edge of the communal cemetery. parallel 
to the seashore hy the side ro:1d. 

Queenstown: On the w:1y to the skyride. on the left side of the 
road but set apart from the rest of the markers of the old 
cemetery. hy a clump of trees. 

Zichronam Livrucha. May their memory he blessed. They 
left some of the few remaining notatations of a vibrant Jewish 
community in New Zealand in a previous era. 
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Tombstone notations. Dunedin. 
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167. Tombstone notation. Greymouth. 

Neither tfillin-laying piety nor wealth assured a solid background in Hebrew 
or a reprieve from death. But the heritage was retained. Dunedin 's rabbi 
Lichtenstein who served until 1892 did not arrive until 1875. Hunt's 
tombstone, does not show a Hebrew name. It was prepared in Australia, 
had to settle for wrong mem. 
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168. Queenstown. 

169. Nelson. Poetic Hebrew samples can be found, spurred by death but 
still alive in New Zealand. 
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(Late Addition) Charles Louisson, Mayor of Christchurch. Collection of 
Christchurch City Council. He left his native London at 13 and headed for 
Australia. Louisson was fond of horses. He became sergeant-major in the 
Westland Light Horse Bridage after arriving in New Zealand with brother 
Alfred in 1865. When yet another brother, Cecil, came, they ran a ranch (to 
near bankrupcy). He was active in and president of the New Zealand Trot­
ting Club from 1893 to 1907, Mayor of Christchurch 1888-9, 1989-9. A pas­
sionate Jew and loving father of nine children, and a freemason. 



LIST OF DATES 
1810 - Napoleon offers citizenship to Jews of France. 
1810 - Israel Jacobson attempts to open Reform synagogue and 

a Hebrew day school which would focus on agricultural sciences and tech­
nology. Pressure from the Orthodox Jewish community forces him to aban­
don his projects. 

1812 - Napoleon defeated at Waterloo by the Duke of Wellington. Britain 
loses War of 1812 to America mainly because American ships, which are 
lined with copper sheathing from the southern New Jersey mines of the New 
York Jewish Hendricks family, did not get waterlogged. 

1825 - Robert Fulton's steamboat makes its maiden voyage up the Hud­
son River. Erie Canal completed , connecting the Niagara River and the 
Great Lakes with the Hudson River. Mordechai Noah of New York buys an 
island in the Niagara River with hopes of turning it into a new Zion and names 
it Ararat. The project fails. New Zealand Company founded , with Isaac Lyon 
Goldschmid as director. 

1826 - Property purchased by Capt. Herd in Hokianga from Maoris at 
request of New Zealand Company for the purpose of settling a colony there. 

1831 - British military vessel named the H.M.S. Beagle with Charles Dar­
win aboard rebuffed from New Zealand 's shores. A vessel named Rosan­
na with Joel Samuel Polack aboard arrives in New Zealand and lands the 
first colony of the New Zealand Company. Jews permitted to live in the city 
of London at last. 

1833 - Prompted by Quakers, slavery is outlawed in Britain. 
1836 - Pope Gregory XVI declares himself infallible. William Tell leads 

Switzerland to independence. Colt opens gun factory in Connecticut. Sea 
pirates and kidnappers begin to use pistols. 

1837 - World-wide depression. Moses Montifiore, who made his fortune 
as a stockbroker and who became the sherriff of London, is knighted by 
Queen Victoria. 

1839 - Sir Moses Montifiore, with the assistance of British Governor 
Auckland of Malta, attempts a visit of mercy to Jerusalem and Syria to quell 
persecution of Jews. 

1840 - Treaty of Waitangi with Maoris. Auckland becomes the capital of 
New Zealand. 

1841 - Isaac Lyon Goldschmid becomes the first Jewish Baron in 
Britain. He dies shortly thereafter. New Zealand Company changes hands. 

1846 - Sir Moses Montifiore returns from a mission of mercy for the Jews 
of Russia. 
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1847 - World- wide depression. Marriages of Jews accepted as legal in 
Britain. 

1849 - Gold rush in California. 
1850 - Gold rush in Australia. 
1852 - First gold rush in New Zealand. Russia celebrates 1,000 years 

as Empire and shows off its gold reserves. Crimean War (between Britain 
and Russia over territories that include the Ottoman Empire which controls 
the Holy Land). 

1856 - Sir Moses Montifiore buys land outside the city walls of 
Jerusalem from the Turkish Pasha. On it he builds windmills for grinding 
flour and pumping water. Also housing for eighteen families in effort to quell 
Moslem antagonism and to supply the Jewish community of Jerusalem with 
a viable economic base. 

1861 - Census shows 3.216 Jews in New Zealand. Prince of Wales at­
tends a Rothschild wedding in Britain. First daily newspaper appears in New 
Zealand. Its ·editor is Julius Vogel. 

1862 - Second gold rush begins in New Zealand. in South Island. 
1865 - President Lincoln assassinated a week before Easter while sit­

ting in the audience of a theater in Washington D.C. Wellington becomes 
the capitol of New Zealand instead of Auckland. Benjamin S. Phillips elected 
first Jewish mayor of London. 

1868 - Benjamin Disraeli becomes Prime Minister of Britain. 
1869 - Philip Aaron Phillips becomes first mayor of Greater Auckland . 
1870 - Major fire empties Hokitika. Franco-Prussian War begins. 

1871 - Julius Vogel becomes New Zealand's Colonial Treasurer and 
Post Master General. Urges immigration. Anglo-Jewish organization to aid 
refugees is founded. New Zealand census shows 16% of adult population 
is illiterate, one of the lowest anywhere. 

1872 - Compulsory education introduced in New Zealand. 

1873 - Julius Vogel elected Premier of New Zealand. 

1880 - Thames, the location of the first and third gold rushes. is the 
fourth largest population area in New Zealand. 

1881 - Tunnel opened between Lyttleton and Christchurch. President 
Garfield assassinated in United States. Csar of Russia assassinated . 
Pogroms in Eastern Europe follow. A world-wide diphtheria epidemic 
rages. 

1882 - Leo Pinsker publishes Auto Emancipation. Urges Jews to unite 
and act on their own behalf. First (Bilu) Aliyah to the Holy Land. · mainly Rus­
sian Jews. 

1883 - Bailed out by Baron Edmund de Rothschild, the Rishon L'Zion 
agricultural community becomes a winery under the direction of the Baron's 
manager. First frozen mutton exported from New Zealand. Samuel Polack 
dies in San Francisco at the age of seventy-nine. 



1884 - Sir Moses Montifiore dies at age of 101 after returning from a 
second mercy mission to the Csar of Russia and the Pasha of Turkey. 

1886 - Volcanic eruption of Mt. Tarawera. 
1887 - Queen Victoria Jubilee. Thomas Edison patents the electric light. 

A workers' strike at Rishon L'Zion causes Baron Edmund de Rothschild to 
become somewhat annoyed with helping Russian refugees. 

1896 - Dr. Lister's methods for antiseptic surgery, which had been in­
troduced in New Zealand by Dr. Yates some thirty years earlier. are hailed 
at last as the most advanced medical discovery of the century. 

1897 - Ethel Benjamin becomes first 'woman lawyer in New Zealand. 
Dreyfus Affair, in which a Jewish captain in artillery named Alfred Dreyfus, 
who is in Ministry of War. is accused of treason in France. Emil Zola writes 
a pro-Dreyfus letter. Published on the front page of a newspaper and begin­
ning with the phrase "J'Accuse," the letter leads to anti-Jewish riots in 
France. The head of the Secret Intelligence Department of France admits to 
forging evidence against Dreyfus. The case is re-opened. lttriggers Theodor 
Herzl, an assimilated Hungarian-born Jewish journalist who writes in Ger­
man, to organize the first Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland. Many Or­
thodox Jews claim he is not fit to lead. 

1899 - Sir Vogel dies in poverty in London at age sixty-nine. 
1900 - Teddy Roosevelt becomes President of the United States. The 

Boer War in South Africa is won by Britain. 
1901 - Queen Victoria dies of a stroke at age of eighty-one, in the midst 

of an epidemic of German Measles. 

1914 - First World War be.gins. 

159. An herb garden in the form of a Star of David. Such a garden was com­
mon in New Zealand by the turn of the century, though today few know the 
significance of the design which is made up of empty beer bottles whose 
neck is stuck in the ground, an ingenius slug trap to protect the delicate 
herbs. Photo Odeda Rosenthal, Pioneer Village Museum, Silverdale. 1986. 
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POSTSCRIPT 

In 1986, while researching this book , I was in Christchurch 
on the day when the census was taken for that year. I was 
counted in among the less than 4 ,boo Jews who officially reside 
in New Zealand. The number had dropped yet one more time 
since last count. A week later I attended a gathering which 
marked the 140th anniversary of the union of the Asher and 
Keesing families in Auckland. It was a weekend affair, ending 
with a walk through Auckland 's sites that played a part in the 
lives of the these families. The celebration started on Friday 
evening with a packed house for the Sabbath service at the 
Reform Temple and continued on Saturday with a luncheon at 
the Ellerslie Race Course in which the Maori Asher women per­
formed a Haka dance and a group from HRbonim danced the 
Horah. Old family photos and anecdotes were exchanged by 
the more than 300 relatives. Most had never met befor~. some 
arrived for this event from various lands, all had longed to find 
out if there is anyone who might be a relative somewhere out 
there in the bigger world. 

It was a joyous and tearful event which was partly organized 
by Annabel Agnew, a woman who was not a Jew but who was 
very much aware and proud of her rekindled Jewish and Kees­
ing heritage. She died a year later at the age of fifty-four, of a 
quick-acting cancer. She had apparently requested that kad­
dish be said at the funeral, and the notice of her death placed 
by her family in the Auckland Star ended with the word Shalom. 
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sonnel of Newman Air and Land Lines were also most helpful. In the United 
Stales. various radio stations carried broadcasts lo aquaint the public on the 
developing hook. I could go on and on. Carol Wood whose addrcss was my 
mail drop in New Zealand for a while, and who had also done research deser­
ves spLTial I hanks. 

Heartfelt thanks to Beth (;rey, librarian of the East Hampton Library who 
I racked down all sorts of out-of-print . singular material which I requested. My 
proofreaders. Sandra Ferguson and Mary Zucker. and my palii..:nl typeseller, 
Christine Bellini of Toilsome Press. deserve spec:ial thanks. I also wish lo men­
tion Merv and Margaret Brown of Whangaparoaoa who acted as my private as­
sistants and confidantes l hough they hardly could make heads or lails of whal I 
was doing. Their home was my main base during my second extended slay in 
New Zealand in ll>W'i-X<1. A man I hardly know has hccn a powerful sour<:e of 
strength for a numhl'r of years while I struggled lo harness this material. We 
kc pl in contact from afar, and his enthusiasm sustained me throughout. He has 
even honored me hy writing I he prcfac:c for I his hook . 

Toda lo you all. Thanks. And thanks lo thosl' unknown soldiers who served 
in New Zealand's Brigade of the British Armed Forces in Paksiine during lhc 
Second World War. who planted hope of a heller world in the hearts ofchildren. 
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