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Postal card from Rabbi Yehiel Mund to his brother, Joseph, the card was
written 50 years ago on the occasion of his being ordained as a rabbi.
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David Akner, native of Mosty, president of congregation Beth Israel, in Flint,
Michigan in the United States, greets the members of the sisterhood.
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A class of Jewish girl students, with their teacher in the government school in Mosty
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Letter of congrtulations on the occasion of his wedding anniversary,
sent to Michael Tobish in 1935
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A appeal by the heads of the Jewish community of Mosty to the Mosty organizaticn
in America to raise funds for “Me’ot Hitim” (money for food on holidays to peosr
families) from the year 1929,
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Reception for Moshe Starkman and his wife, Rachej,
at Café Rowall, in 1972
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Reception for Hayim Silber and his wife, Lily, at the home of the Mund family
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Hayim Silber show’s a film from Mosty in the year 1930

Lily and Hayim Silber
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Prof. M. Silber and his wife, Mildred at a reception in Café Rowall
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Prof. M. Silber lectures on rehabilitation of the
ahndicapped at New York University, he adapted
space suits for use with the handicapped, and
brought such suits to Tel Hashomer Hospital,
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Reception for the guest from the United States, Zvi Rosengarten,

in Café Tchelet in 1953
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Receiption for Dr. Ya’acov Roth and his wife, Miriam, in the Ackner home
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Mostyites at a gathering of friends at the Ackner home
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Reception for Hella Katz Rettman and her husband from America,
at the home of Joseph Mund.

51N appa abvar yo nabab ov1p nbap
Reception for Hella Katz and her husband
in Café Rowall.
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Dr. M. Greenspan with his mother, wife, and children
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“I will give in my hose and
within my walls
a monument and a name...
which shall not be cut off. (Isaiah 56:5)
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= BREMER TAGESZEITUNG

Uberlebende berichteten
iiber ihre Erlebnisse

9. Tag im Schwurgerichtsproze8 /,,Hildebrand war bekannt‘

Aus en| Brasillen, Pennsylvanien,
aus New York und Ysrael kamen die Zeugen,
die am neunten Tag im Bremer Judenmord-
prozeS fiber Massenvernichtungsaktionen der
SS in Galizien aussagten. Mit den schreck-'
lichen Erinnerungen, die manchen der Zeuger.
im Gerichissaal - ibermannten, verband sica
auch diesen jiidischen Minnern und Frauen
wieder unidsbar der Name Hildebrand. .Den
Namen werde ich mein Leben lang In furcht-
barer Erinnerung behalten”, sagte die 56jih-

rige Tonl Gutmann aus Buenos Aires schluch-

Abraham Adolf Weiler aus Nazareth in Israel
schétzte die Zahl der damals Ermordeten viel
‘héher ein, ,mindestens 2000 Personen”. Denn
es hatten sich im Jahr 1942 viele Juden frei-
wxlllg ach Mosly Wielk\e begeban. well hler
ein }
Kruppa, L«ger und )ddlschen Wohnbezuk be-
fehligte, der ,ein -edler Mensch mit einem
Herzen fiir die jidische Bevolkerung® gewesen
sei, eine Erinnerung, die von andern Zeugen
bestatigt wurde. Spéter, etwa Oktober 1942,
sei aus- der lockeren Zusammenfassung voil

zend vor dem sie ge-
schildert hatte, wie sie an einem Tage Iln
kleine Tochter, fhre Mutter und ihre zwel

er in
dem polnischen Stidichen Mosty Wielkie im
Februar 1943 verloren hatte. Ob der ss-
Henker Hil aus dem

mit Sdgewerk, Biirsten-
fabrik mit Werkstatten verschiedener Art ein
Zwangsarbeitslager geworden, in dem die
Familien nach- Geschlechtern getrennt unter-
gebracht wurden. Der menschliche Kruppa sei
von .dem SS-Obersturmfithrer Schulze als

damaligen Zeit mit dem Mann auf der An-

im lre!ur
SS§ Friedrich Hll-
ist, die Zeugen
des mnlel Verhandlungstages nach iiber
23 Jahren und der
gen nicht elndeuug zm ngn.

Bei -den Gegeniiberstellungen fand nur eine
von sechs den Angeklagten aus einer Gruppe
von vier Ménnern heraus. Diese Zeugin ver-
hehlte nicht, daB sie Zweifel hatte. Indessen:
schon die iibereinstimmende Bekufdung der
Zeugen, daB ein' Hildebrand in der Bevélke-
rung als Leiter der grauenvollen Mord-
aktionen gegolten habe, belastet den Ange-
klagten. Denn das Schwurgericht stellte nach
eingehendem Studium der SS-Akten fest:
einen zweiten Hildebrand gab es seinerzeit in
Galizien nicht. Der Gayéhrwe Bremer Hilde-

neuem K ost worden. Weiler
hat den auch von den andern Zeugen immer
wieder zitierten ,Hildebrand* dreimal gesehen:
bei einem Appell kurz vor der Vemimtunqs-
aktion und
Bei dem Appell habe dcr Lagerkommandnnr
den vor

mit Ncmen lit. Der Gast
habe dann eine ténende Rede gehalten, in der
.besseres Essen* und ,Schuhe fiir alle” ange-
kiindigt wurden. Der Bluttag sei dann von
Schulze mit einer makabren Anweisung ein-
geleitet worden: Am Vorabend habe er be-
fohlen, die Frauen soliten sich zum Appell
am néchsten Morgen ,besonders schén an-
ziehen”, Dann hatte der Zeuge dasselbe wie
Frau Gutmann erlebt, Umstellung des Lagers,
Schiisse, Geschrei, Panik. Ihm war es gelun-
gen, mit seinem Schwiegervater in ein Haus
zu Iluchlen. das durch Zufall nicht genau

brand ist, wie
und der Mitwirkung an Massenvernichtungs-
aktionen angeklagt.

Mosty Wielkie, Getto und spéateres Zwangs-
arbeitslager in der Nihe von Lemberg. wurde
zu einem der graBlichen Schauplatze der
Himmlerschen Tyrannei, die unter der Tarn-
bezeichnung | .Endlésung der Judenfrage” nur
diinn kaschiert war. Denn, wie die Zeugen-

im Bremer ozeB deut-
lich machten: Die auserkorenen Opfer wubten,
was die Stunde geschlagen hatte. Die Geruchte
liefen schneller, als SS und SD marschierten.
lm Gebiet um Lemberg’ bemudﬂ.xgh sich der

der ety gischen Erkldrung

mdn achtend, immer wieder’ auftauchender
Namen von NazicrdBen und legte ihnen selbst-
gebraute Sinngebungen unter. So sagie das
Geriicht, .Hﬂq;%.md bedeute ,Feuer aus deg
Hglle*. Die Zeugin Graubard “ausTolon in
: ,Den Naren Fall@ ith schon vielfach
ehért, ehe ich Hildebrand selbst zu sehen

bekam. Die Leute sagten: ,An .g‘nsg Schritten

Die Zeugin ha'te nur einen Gedanken, ihre
Mutter zu finden und davonzurennen. Es ge-
lang ihr, bis zu einem Bauernhof zu kommen,
wo s| ich in eizem Kompobthaufen verkroch,
nadidem sic asd Muttr unter” Bretiein ver-
steckt hatte. So verborgen, erlebte sie Gerenne,
Geschiefe, Angst- und Todesschreie mit und
horlc zitternd nn an, wie die eigene Mutier
her ‘wurde. DaB
sie entkam, bewchnel die Frau heute als ein
‘Wunder Gottes. Wihrend sie damals vier Tage
lang auf der Erde lag, waren in dem nahen
Wald von Mosty Wielkie iiber 1000 Juden
erschossen worden.

Mosty residents

wurde. So hatte er mitansehen
kénnen, wie die Lagerinsassen zu Hunderten
zusammengetrieben und aus dem Lagertor ge-
fiihrt worden waren. Es seien weit mehr
Frauen als Manner gewesen.-,Ich kannte die

‘Frauen nicht, aber einige Gesichter sind mir

noch heute im Gedachtnis. Ich sehe sie vor
mir.” Die Juden waren, so wufiten es andern-
tags die polnischen Bauern zu erzéhlen, in
einem breiten Graben im Walde erschossen
worden, den sie selbst hatten graben miissen.

Gegen 16 Uhr, als im Lager Ruhe herrschte,
waren die versteckten Manner hervorgerufen
worden und, nach des Zeugen Darstellung,
von Hildebrand personlich besichtigt worden.
150 alte Menschen und Kinder habe er selek-
tiert und damit dem Tode tiberantwortet. Auch
diese Gruppe sei in den Wald getrieben wor-
den. DaB dds schreckliche Massensterben im
‘Walde bei Mosty Wielkie nicht bloBes Geriicht
war, hatte der Zeuge zwei Tage spater mit
eigenen Augen erlebt. Er gehorte zu der
Gruppe, die Loschkalk auf das nur -flichtig
zugeworfene . Massengrab schiitten mubBte.

“.Dort sahen wir ein Meer von Blut.* Auch die

Zeugin Hela Gua! war an der Stitte der
Vernichting,  un st& erinnerte sich: .Der
Schnee war berall mit Blut vermischt.” Diese
Frau hatte als Stellvertreterin der Kiichen-
leiterin am Tage vor der ,Aktion” Hilde-
brand die Kiiche zeigen und Fragen iiber die
Zahl der tiglichen Portionen beantworten
miissen. Die Inspektion hatte sie so erregt,
dab sic in derselben Nacht geflohen war. B.

SPOIM ORI I 1 WK TINATYN AT YW vDwRIR DWLP

were witnesses.

Passages on the trial of the murderer Hildebrand, in which
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,,Hildebrand leitete Aktionen ein‘

Einstiger Lagerleiter von Mosty Wielkie sagte gestern vor dem Schwurgericht aus

Wnr der ehemalige Obersturmfilhrer Fried-
in seiner als In-

durch das Peitschen von Schissen auf die
Aktion aufmerksam geworden
Schulze war

der von
‘von Mitte 1942 bis Sommer 1943 der Todes-
bote, der als Vertreter des SS- und Polizei-
lﬂnn in Lemberg, Katzmann, die Befehle
in die ch Juden-

Der
damals 48 Jahre l“. Gestern wurde er als
halbblinder, schwerhériger Mann von 73 Jah-
ren in den Zeugenstand gefiihrt. Dem Schwur-
geﬂdﬂ war die Adresse des fritheren SS-

lagcr fiberbrachte? Schon einmal hatte sich das

Schwurgericht, das unter Vorsitz von Land-

Dr. seit zehn Mo-

naten gegen Hildebrand verhandelt, mit die-

ux Frage beschiitigt. Sie wurde. aktuell, als
aus den

l-g-r- in Mosty Wielkl n-lo-u. Borki
Wielkie und '!l'c'l 2.'.:0.;.

Schwurgerichissaal aussagten, sie hluen den
vor oder der grauen-
G

_hl.hren Schulze erst in der vorigen
Wodu

schrecklichen Aktion, bei der die Halite der
Lagerbelegschaft ermordet wurde, schon ein-
mal einen Inspektionsbesuch gemacht. Bei
seinem zweilen Emlreﬂen habe er dlnn die
Das
Unlernehmen sei, so hatte es der Zeuge im
Gedichtnis, mit voller Harte durchgeliihrt
worden, als die das Lager bisher ‘mit Essen

r in F

wohnende Mann wurde sofort vernommen
und wiederholte gestern lebhaft und flissig
Teile seiner schriftlichen Aussage.-In niich-
ternen, F

der aus Berlin
Klempnomchlct, wie er als alter Partei-
genosse und A Ss

Wehrmacht die Hilfe der Juden
nicht mehr benétigt hatte. Auf eine Meldung
nach Lemberg hin lel kun nach Hildebrand
eine und
habe die ErschieBungen an einem breiten
Graben im_nahen Walde vorgenommen. Das
ErschieBungskommando und auch er, der In-

ler
im zwellen Weltkrieg zur Wuﬂen-SS einge-
und dem Hoheren SS- und Polizei-
mhur in Knhu. spiter dem beriichtigten

haften Aktionen In jhrem

Hildebrand hatte die Rolle des
von Anfang an weit von sich gewlesen. Nur in
zwel Fillen. will er der Einweiser einer Er-
schieBungseinheit gewesen sein. Gestern er-
litt der Angeklagte mit seiner Taktik zu die.

in Lemberg zuge-
ordnet’ worden war. Da Schulze im ersten
‘Weltkrieg ein Auge verloren hatte, wurde er
ml'l S?niier.nulga'ben Peln:n.

er nach seiner

und der die ErschieBung
direkt “hétten
Eagiﬂa ger Aktion getrunken, sagte Schulze

ne. schwere Bexd:nlﬂxqunq erhob Schulze
gegen den Angeklagten, als die Aufldsung des

kleinen Lagers bei Tarnopol zur Sprache kam.
In dieses Arbeitslager war der damals 4Bjih

kleine

und

ter als ednn der ld:llmms\en Todeslager zu

Das spa-

nge Willy Schulze von Mosty Wielkie aus im
943 veTSetzT WOTHEN. Das

aner habe aus einem gréBeren -Bauernho!
mit einer Scheune bestanden. Auch hierher sei

sem Anklagekomplex zum zweiten Male eine
Im thl-

dete der frilhere Leiter des Ji

Mosty Wielkie, der 73jdhrige Willy sﬁllu,

sel zu Boginn noch ohne Umz&unung gewe-
sen. Immerhin hatte Schulze schon in dieser
der den Ein-

ebrand dreimal als er-
lebt. .

Der einstige Lagerleiter Schulze berichtete
dem Sd:wurgendn damit dmelbe was auch
der ige Leiter des Z

druck gewonnen: ,Schén war’s nicht!* Es sei,
so sagte er, auf eine seiner frilheren Funk-
tionen bei der Allgemeinen SS anspiclend,
sdwn »ein groBer Unterschied zwischen einem

Kamionki I, Paul Raebel, am 3. August 1966
bezeugt hatle: Hildebrand habe den Auflo-
sungsbefehl des Lagers iiberbracht. Schulze
sagte aus, Hlldebrand habe nicht nur die Li-
sondern er

der

gen mit ihm gemeinsam an dem riesigen Mas-
sengrab gestanden und die Todesaktion beob-
achtet. Nach seiner Erinnerung hatten 600 Men-
schen dabei den Tod gefunden. Weiterhin be-
zeugte Schulze, Hildebrand habe auch die Auf-
lésung eines kleinen Lagers bei Tamopol und

und diesem Zeug da* gewe-
un Ohne Umschweife raumte der Zeuge ein,
es sei damals allgemein bekannt gewesen, daB
die Juden vernichtet werden sollten. Er habe
im Lager auch Tote gesehen.

September 1942 war Schulze dann, beauf-
tragt worden, das Zwangsarbeitslager in
Mosty Wielkie .aufzuziehen®. Er habe

zirk abteilen, umzaunen, eine
Whtcherel, Seilerei und Biirstenfabrik ein-
richten lassen, ,und dann sind die Juden so
langsam eingetrudelt®. Sne seien freiwillig
q weil das Arbeitsl. den fir die
ds che Wirtschaft un

des Lagers Sielec-Zawonie

DaB er bei dem Massaker in der Nihe des
Judenlagers Mosty Wielkie anwesend war,
hatte der eh®mIIME UDBETslurmfihrer zu Be-
ginn der Hauptverhandlung eingeraumt, nach-
dem er auch diesen Ort in der Voruntersuchung
als ,mir unbekannt* abgetan hatte. Seine erste
Erklarung zum Fall Mosty Wielkie war dahin
gegangen, daB er von Katzmann in das Lager
geschickt worden war, um dem ,.schon ait-
lichen und etwas tiideligen Kommandanten
Schulze* bei der Sicherstellung von Lebens-
mitteln, Schustermaschinen und Schneider-
maschinen zu hellen. Gestern ging er von die-
ser Erkldrung ab. Er sagte, er sei Iednghd: zur
Inspektion nach Mostv W' kie

Frauen immerhin noch einigen Smulz gewuhrt
habe. Das Lager sei praktisch von einem
judischen Obmann  geleitet worden. Es habe
dort keine Waches au:h‘(keme Anuelsung iiber

die

de: egen~
iiber den Juden existiert. \\’underle sich der
Geri Dr. ozu

dann der Zaun? Das !dlemt dann )a ein
Potemkinsches Dorf gewesen zu sein, das Sie
da leiteten.” Schulze: .Das kam mir auch so
vor. Man kriegte nichts Schriftliches; vielleicht
wegen der faulen Sachen damals.”

In diese fiir die damaligen Jahre der offi-
ziellen Judenverfolgung fast als Idylle be-
schriehene Situation sei dann der Inspekteur

habe dort iibernar am Morgen

Hildebrand hi: Nach des Zeugen
Aussage hatte der Angeklagte vor der

gekommen. Die Judén seien in
dle Scheune gesperrt worden, und Schulze will
dann von dem Angeklagten ein Pdket mit
Munition erhalten ‘und die Empfehlung be-
kommen haben, die Scheune in Brand zu
stecken. Da er sich aber geweigert habe, sei am
Tage darauf eine Sondereinheit eingetroffen
und habe die Blutarbeit iibernommen. Auch
zu dem kleinen Lager Sielec-Zawonie in der
Nahe von Most lkie habe Hildebrand

den Liqui €] uberbracht, sagte
Sdmlzu: Er habe nui dem Weqe dahin bei ihm
ilt,das Lager

‘erde jetzt aulgelost. B,

TITRWAT I YW TPERI TIN2TRON XRIT YWDA YW vDwATM °INT3a MNNyan owuvp
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Passages from the German press on the trial of the Nazi criminal, Hildebrand,
commander of the extermination camp in Mosty.
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BREMEN

Zeuge muBte Griber ausheben

Judenmordproze3: Massenexekution von 1400 Menschen

Grauenvolle Einzelh einer M

von 1400 Frauen und
Minnern 'In_einem Waldstick bel Mosty-
Wielkie im Februar 1 amen gestern Im
“TUEMMOTA-PTOZES VOT UeM Breémer Schwur-
gericht zur Sprache, geschildert wurden sle
von dem S52jdhrigen Kaufmann
trontasch_aus Miinchen. Der Zeuge war mit
mﬁﬁﬁgenouen gezwungen worden, die
Griiber fiir die Opfer auszuheben. Er muBite
mit ansehen, wie die Frauen und Ménner
in Gruppen an die Griber feb und

Ort ebenfalls miterlebt. Sie berich-
tete, daB in der Nacht zuvor im ganzen La-
ger von ,Hildebrand aus Lemberg” gespro-
chen worden sei. Diesem ,Ubermenschen*
habe sie auch in der Kiiche gegeniiber-
gestanden und sich dabei gedacht: ,Dieser
Mann féllt nun die Entscheidung iiber Leben
und Tod.” Nach der Massenexekution
brauchte sie nach ihren Angaben anstatt
bisher 2000 nur noch etwa 300" bis 400
Essenportionen auszugeben. ,Daran erkannte

wurden, sich zu'ent-
kleiden. Dabel splelten sich erschiitternde
Szenen ab.

Vor seinen Augen wurden die Lager-
insassen der Reihe nach durch Genick-
schiisse getotet. Patrontasch will einen Offi-
zier, bei dem es sich angeblich um Hilde-
brand handelte, beobachtet haben, wie er
eigenhindig ein 14jdhriges Madchen und
zwei Frauen erschoB. Das Méadchen habe den
Dffizier noch auf den Knien um sein Leben

fleht, sei aber nied ch worden.
Im Gegensatz zu seiner gektrigeh Aussage
batte der Zeuge bei einer Vernehmung im
Januar vorigen Jahres nur davon gespro-
chen, daB -Hildebrand eine Frau ch
habe.

Seine B der Todesschii sei
Hildebrand gewesen, bekraftigte der Kauf-
mann mit b und Erl
im Zwangsarbeitslager von Mosty-Wielkie.
Der Zeuge erklarte, er seiWem SS-UlMizier
Hildebrand mehrmals begegnet. Er habe den

Namen } d bei einer Insp des
Lagers aus dem Munde des stellvertretenden
L k d gehért. In

des Stellvertreters sei ein Offizier gewesen,
der sich nach der Verpflegung und nach
Schuhen erkundigt habe. Bei diesem ,Offi-
zier” habe es sich um Hildebrand gehandelt,
dessen Namen immer wieder im Gesprach
gewesen sei. Hildebrand habe auch vor der
Aktion auf dem Appellplatz eine Rede ge-
halten. Denselben SS-Mann will der Kauf-
mann kurz darauf bei der Massenexekution
und spéater wieder im Lager gesehen haben.

Der Zeuge entkam der ErschieBung in
letzter Minute. Er hatte sich gegen 20 Gold-
dollar ein Versteck auf einem Pferdewagen
von den Bauern, die Kleidungssticke der
Ermordeten abtransportierten, erkauft. Er
verbarg sich unter den Sachen und kehrte
so in das Lager zuriik. Vor 16 Jahren hatte
der Kaufmann den SS-Offizier in einer. Er-
klarung zu Unterlagen iber die Zwangs-
aibeitslager als .Conrad Hillebrand* bereich-
net,

Die 62jahrige Mg_qm aus New
York, die mit jhrem judischen. Mann aus
3erlin nach Polen geflichtet war und spéter
in der Kiiche des Zwangsarbeitslagers von

Mns!y-W“lkie arbeitete, hatte den Beginn
! ' rssdktionen in diciem ga-

WO ATPWAT 1Inn

ich, wieviel Menschen liguidiert worden wa-
ren.* Der Ehemann der Zeugin wurde zwei
Monate spater in cinem Nebenlager ermor-
det. Sie selbst mufite'den Weq in die Ge-
fangnisse von Lemberg und Krakau antre-
ten. Kurz vor ihrem Abtransport nach
Ravensbriick konnte sie’ fliichten.

Ebenso wie Jacob Patrontasch erkannte
auch Frau Wolfsokn in dem Angeklagten
nicht aen Offizier aus Mosty-Wielkie- wie~
der, ——— 1
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Hildebrand-Prozef ,

Zeuge brach
" zusammen

flel der Schilderung des Todes seiner Ange-
horigen in dem jldischen Zwangsarbeitslager
Mosty Wielkie in Galizien brach der Zeuge
Isaak Podhoretz aus Brasilien gestern im

Schwurg

Die

in de

Py Stadt-

¥ ¢

chen, bel der weit iiber tausend Jildische

Mln;:er und Frauen unter den Kugeln der

SS-Schergen gestorben waren, war vorldufig
1G 4

der V

zum ]
im Bremer JudenmordprozeB.

Uberlebende gaben dem Schwurgericht unter
Vorsitz von Lfndgerichlsdirektor Dr. Brade-
mann zu einzelnen Vorfallen Auskunft, die sie
selbst mi hen oder mi hort hatten
(WESER-KURIER vom 14. 7. 1966: ,Zeugen
schildern grauenhaite Szenen®). Am 12. Ver-
handlungstag, am Mittwoch kommender _Wod:e,
wird sich das Gericht den Zustinden in dem
Mannerlager Sielec-Zawonie zuwenden, in dem
der angeklagte chcmalige SS-Obergruppen=
filhrer Friedrich Hildebrand als Sachbearbeiter
fiir Judenfragen im Stabe des SS- und Polizei-
fithrers in Lemberg, Katzmann, personlich
150 Juden selektiert und damit dem Tode
iiberantwortet haben soll.
ubDas Schwurgericht wird zu dem Vorfall
Zeugen aus den Vereinigten- Staaten, aus
Kanada, Mexiko und Israel vernehmen. Hilde-
brand hat bisher samtliche Taten bestritten.
Er beharrt bei der Behauptung, das Opfer eincr
Verwechslung zu sein. Er will weder jemals
einen Menschen selbst getétet, noch bei den
Massénausrottungsaktionen in Galizien der
Jahre 1942, 1943, 1944 mitgewirkt haben,

IPDN  TIN2TYOT OXRIT YWD YW vbwHan DWYLP
Passages on the trial of the Nazi, Hildebrand, commander of the Mosty
extermination camp.
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Article by Moshe Starkman in the newspaper “Der Morgen”, on the
survivors of our town.
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The annual memorial service in Jerusalem
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The annual memorial service near the Western Wall in the year 5733 (1973)
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This poem was written by our honorable sister and co-worker

Mrs. BLANCHE ROSENFARB.
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This poem, written by Blanche Rosenfarb, was recited at the

affair given by the Gross-Moster Society to collect “Me’ot Hittin"”
in 1929
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REBECCA WIEDER MRS. SOL. HIRSH

SOPHIE GELBER MRS. CH. SILVER
ROSE PINCUS BESSIE VOGEL

OFFICERS 1975

PHIL ACKER President

MARCUS SIGAL Vice-President

ABE MEISELS Treasurer

LILLIAN SIGAL Recording Secretary
BERNARD ALFANT Financial Secretary

BLANCHE LOVENKORN Sergeant at Arms
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FIRST GROSS MOSTER LADIES SOCIETY — 1951

ROSE JACOFSKY
MOLLIE SPITZER
MOLLIE SESSLER
RAE CEDAR

LENA ELFANT
MOLLIE KAPLAN
JENNIE GINSBERG
SHEVA STARKMAN
MARY FELDMAN

FRIEDA MARGOLIES

BLANCHE LOVENKRON

OFFICERS

President

1st Vice-President
2nd Vice-President
3rd Vice-President
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Recording Secretary
1st Trustee

2nd Trustee

3rd Trustee

4th Trustee

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BERTHA BRICKNER
ROSE ELFANT
BESSIE ELFANT
ROSE STERN
LENA BRICKNER
ROSE NASH
YETTA STENGER
LENA SHUSTER
SALLY BIENSTOCK
CLARA KAPLAN
IDA HIRSHBERG
BECKIE REIMAN
ETHEL ROTH
FANNIE FUCHS
MINNIE SILVER
CLARA BUDOFF

BELLE MENDON
ANNA HIRSH

ANNA KUPERSMITH
MRS. N. SAFT

MRS. A. HOLLANDER
MIRIAM FISCH
ADELE AUSTER
JESSIE BRICKNER
GUSSIE TELLER
SOPHIE GRUBER
TAUBE GRUBER
PEARL FLEISHER
LOTTIE HUTNER
CLARA SILBER
LILLIAN SILVER
MRS. I. LAUTENSCHLAGER
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OFFICERS 1951

MORRIS SCHUSTER
SIDNEY SILBER

MORRIS SPITZER
IRVING MARGULIES
SAM REIMAN

JOSEPH ADLER

SIMON BRICKNER

CH. I. LAUTENSCHLAGER

Ex-President

President
Vice-President
Financial Secretary
Recording Secretary
Treasurer

Hospitaler

Chairman of Cemetery

SAM NETEL Innerguard
TRUSTEES
MORRIS STARKMAN MAX SIEGEL WILLIE SAFT

FREE LOAN FUND

SAM SPERBER
IRVING MARGULIES
SIMON BRICKNER
MORRIS SHUSTER
ISIDORE ELFAND

Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Trustee
Comptroller

ADVISORY BOARD

SAM SPERBER

MORRIS SHUSTER
HARRY ROSENGARTEN
ABE REIMAN

Chairman
ISIDORE ELFAND
MAX GRUBER
WILLIE SAFT

JOE ELFAND
And All Officers
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FIRST OFFICERS IN 1901

LOUS RENNER
JACOB KLEIN
JACOB SPINNER
MOSES SELIGMAN
J. W. SPINNER

President
Vice-President
Treasurer

Recbrding Secretary
Financial Secretary

EX-PRESIDENTS

JACOB KLEIN
USHER REIMAN
GEORGE ROTH
AARON ADLER
JOSEPH W. SPINNER
MOSES SELIGMAN
SHABSI HABERKORN
ABE KUPERSMITH
LOUIS STERLER
MAX ZINKER

SAM REIMAN

ABE REIMAN

LOUIS RENNER

MEYER BARG

ABE SCHWARTZ
MOSES SHUSTER No 1
MOSES KLEINSPIES
SHEA GEIST
NACHMAN MANN

SAM TELLER

MOSES SHUSTER No. 2
SIMON BRICKNER
WILLIAM SAFT

LEON LAUTERPACHT
ISIDORE ELFAND "
MAX GRUBER

HARRY ROSENGARTEN

ORGANIZERS

CHAIM I. LAUTENSCHLAGER

JOSEPH REIMAN
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our society aided the survivors of the catastrophe living in the many
D.P. camps; and when they found secure haven in Israel, our society
together with its counterpart in the Jewish homeland helped in
the settlement of these newcomers.

With the commencement of the Housing Campaign in Israel
we contributed our share by erecting a dwelling place in the name
of our society. Thus have we maintained the spiritual beauty of
our birthplace which no longer exists.

In this way our humanitarian endeavors have branched out
widely. In the long run, we have joined and distributed aid to many
large and small Jewish national institutions. Wholeheatedly and
with consistant generosity, we support the United Jewish Appeal,
Histadruth. Hias, Federation of Jewish Charities as well as Homes
for the Aged, Talmud Torahs, Yeshivahs, etc. It has never yet
happened that anyone knocking on our door should be turned
away without having received aid in full measure. We have thereby
succeeded in attaining an enviable record which may well serve
as an example for other landsmanschaft organizations.

Today, when welcoming our brothers and sisters to our 50th
Anniversary Jubilee, we call upon their children to join our orga-
nization and help us augment the meritourious work and glorify the
name of Mosty to all eternity.
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FIFTY YEARS AFTER

A half century has elapsed since Simchath Torah, 1901, when
a small group of determined youths from Gross Mosty (Mosty Wielkie)
decided to establish their own organization.

Accompained by the heartfelt best wishes of their loved ones,
these young people emigrated to the far shores of the United States,
that magnificent democracy, which beckoned with the promise of
freedom and material fortune.

In order to experience anew the familiar atmosphere of their
hometown and overcome the loneliness of this new country, these
youngsters drew closer together. The organization which they founded
was Mosty in miniature — Sabbath and Holiday services were con-
ducted in accordance with the age old traditions of far-off Mosty.

In order to assist one another, sick benefits were introduced;
to remain together with loved ones and friends in the hereafter,
cemetery grounds were acquired. However, these were but a pretense,
the better to consolidate and insure the contiuned existence of our
society. The organization grew steadily. A continuous stream of
young blood flowed into the country. Young girls of Mosty soon
followed and as could be expected, marriages among the youth
transplanted Mosty seed on New York ground.

In the light of the happiness radiating from the faces of
dear friends greeting each other at our fortnightly meetings, the
handicap of assembling at first in quarters which were of necessity
cramped and unsuitable went unnoticed.

The years following the First World War saw the successful
execution of one of our most difficult tasks — we sent relief help
to the distressed victims of the conflict. This noble work was ex-
tended during the period between the two World Wars to include
sending packages every Passover to the needy of Mosty.

After the great tragedies of the Second World War, which
destoyed the Jewish way of life overseas, when Moster Jews perished
in the flames consuming the Holy Torahs and the Batei Medrashim,



Mosty-Wielkie LXXXIII

took part in the farewell gathering given in his honor. We ban-
queted together in good spirits, and wished him a “bon voyage”.
In my address, I told him, ,,Go and see Israel through the eyes
of the two spies, Caleb, son of Jephunne, and Joshua, son of Nun”.
And indeed, so it was. Upon his return, he gave a report that
surpassed all expectations. He made a number of important recom-
mendations which were carried out as far as our circumstances
permitted.

We also had the honor of entertaining, at our meetings,
important personages of our town from Israel, such as Abraham
Ackner, Simon Silber, and Zwi Silberman, may he rest in peace.
It was a delight to have them as our guests. Moshe Starkman, of
blessed memory, usually gave the official greeting to the guests,
which was enjoyed by all, members of the Association and guests
alike.

And thus the golden chain has been forged through all the
years of the existence of the Gross Moster Association. To this day,
the organization is one of the finest of its kind in America. It is
not large in terms of membership, but those who belong to it are
people who are personally and actively involved, especially the present
secretary, Bernie Alfant.

In these lines, I have tried to express my deep feeling for
my Gross Moster brothers, with whom I spent so many years.
Together we worked towards the achievement of fine goals which
we set ourselves. I am certain that when the story of “Landsman-
shaft” organizations in America will be written, the Gross Moster
Association will be at the head of the list, for it has certainly
merited the honor.
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Our greatest efforts were made in the tragic period after
the great Holocaust which decimated our folk. As soon as we became
aware of the heart-rending events which had taken place in
Europe, a special meeting was called to decide how to deal with
the situation. It was agreed that we would do our utmost to lend
a brotherly hand to the refugee remnant of Mosty Jewry, who
had managed to survive somehow. An Aid Commitee was im-
mediately organized. Its members included Clara Silber, Morris
Starkman, Abe Schwartz, Harry Rosengarten, Hayim Silber, and
others. This committee cared for the needs of our homeless fellow
townsmen in every possible way, supplying them with food and
clothing parcels, as well as with money. Every family which
reached the United States was given $ 100 upon arrival, and other
help later on.

Our sincere and devoted Hayim Silber, may he rest in peace,
saw to it that a number of the newcomers found permanent
employment, thanks to which they were able to adjust quickly to
the new land.

One of my warmest recollections is the celebration of the
organization’s fiftieth anniversary, the Jubilee of our Association,
representing an important stage in the settlement of Mostyites in
America. We gathered in a well-appointed hall, and enjoyed an
evening together in a homey, brotherly atmosphere, parents and
children together. Fellow townsfolk came from near and far; friends
from days gone by experienced an exceptionally pleasurable reunion.
Long afterwards, the event was remembered and discussed.

The endeavor was headed by Isidor Elfand and myself,
who was president of the Association at the time. The great amount
of preparation involved should be stressed at this point. Our Jubilee
took two years to organize — but the huge success of the evening
brought joy and satisfaction to all of those who participated in
it, making all the effort worthwhile.

Harry Rosengarten, may his memory be preserved, was the
first of our fellow townsmen to visit Israel. Nearly all our members
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Sidney Silber
Natanya

THE GROSS MOSTER SICK AND BENEVOLENT
ASSOCIATION IN AMERICA

In the late 1930’s I became a member of the Gross Moster
“Landsmanshaft” in New York, an act which enriched my life
thereafter. The association was of a high level, and was extremely
fortunate in its leadership. With the greatest respect, I should like
to mention the name of a number of its leading lights, with
whom I had the fortune to work. These include: Harry Rosengarten,
Abe Schwartz, Sam Sperber, Sam Reiman, Moshe Schuster, Simon
Brockner, Hayim Silber, Moshe Brickner, Rose Jakofsky, Moshe and
Sheva Starkman, Sophie Gruber, and Ann Rosengarten. Also note-
worthy are Max Gruber, Isidor Elfand, Dr. Maurycy Silber, Clara Sil-
ber, Lilian Sigal, Max Alfant and her son Bernard, the present
secretary of the organization, and others. '

Our meetings were extremely interesting and very well
attended. Understandably, not always did everything go Smoothly,
but the association’s affairs were dealt with seriously and with
great responsibility at all times.

Our activities were many-sided. For example, we practised
“Me’ot Hittin” — the giving of money for the purchase of holiday
food to poor families. Every winter, we made an appeal and a col-
lection, and sent money for Passover to needy families in our home
town, Mosty-Wielkie.

We also took an active part in all the American-Jewish fund
faising campaigns, including the United Jewish Appeal, State of
Israel Bonds, and Ort Federation campaigns. We supported homes
for the aged, Jewish schools, and hospitals, as well as other worthy
causes. And last but not least, we never forgot to help the needy
among our own people, both in America and in Israel,
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to cool off, but you broke away from the lines of prisoners and swam

“across the Don River to safety. On the other side, in Rostov, you

found refuge with a Jewish family and stayed with them till the
end of the war. As soon as travel was permitted, you returned to
Poland, to your family, to post-war shortages and to frozen potatoes.

A cousin from the United States arrived with steamship
tickets. With four others, you went off to try your luck again, in
a new country. You were a free man and a greenhorn, in a land
full of opportunity. Six years were to pass before you became a
citizen and sent for your family. Proudly, you received them in
a nicely furnished apartment in the Bronx.

These were probably the finest years of your life. You brought
up a family, educated your children, married them off, and helped
bring up their children. You sent sons and grandsons off to war,
then saw their safe return. You saw five great-grandchildren born
to your flock. This is really an experience had by a privileged few.
May your life continue to be a great one, for many years to come!

.LIFE’S FINAL CHAPTER, AUGUST 1971 — MARCH 1972

A mugging in the elevator of your own apartment building
caused you to have a mild heart attack, and started a general
decline in your health and well-being. You spent your final days
still with your family and their children, in your own house and
in the care of your second daughter. You remained president of
the “Gross Moster” society.

On Friday, 17 March 1972, you died, at the age of 86. The
funeral took place on Sunday at 1:00 p.m. The prayers after the
funeral (Mincha) were led by your grandson, Scott, and this was
the finest tribute of all, truly a royal sendoff to the noble head of
a family.

Mendel Gruber: 14 May 1886 — 17 March 1972.



LXXVI Memorial Book

MENDEL GRUBER %73

fillian Gruber Sigal
New York

THIS IS YOUR LIFE : MENDEL GRUBER

Writen on the occasion of his
80th birthday, 15 May 1966.

Your life began on your father’s farm-estate and watermill
in a small town in Poland called “Rodalets”.

You were tall and lanky, and had plenty of time for fun
and frolic. Fishing, hunting, and milling flour for the neighboring
farmers was enough to keep you occupied. “As vus hut dir ge-
fehlt?” Then you married a city girl, and moved to Mosty-Wielkie.
In Mosty, people ate with forks, and they dressed like city folk,
not like farmers. You built a storage house for kerosene on the
outskirts of town, then applied for a permit to import it and sell
it in the neighboring viliages. Before the permit was granted,
however, the building mysteriously burned down fo the ground.
So you tried a little trading: grain, furs, livestock, even vegetables.

Then came World War I, and you were the first to volunteer.
Off you went, for the excitement that lasted five years. You were
taken prisoner of war in the siege of Pshemysil and sent to Russia
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pride in having founded the “Huften Ferein” and Lana Silber was
its first president.

All the women devoted their time and effort to raising the
neccesary funds, as they wanted the women’s section of the Beit
Midrash to be finished in time for the holidays. Groups of women
set out to neighboring towns and villages to raise funds. They also
contributed a ‘Parochet” (curtain of the Holy Ark) which was
hand-embroidered, and studded with semi-precious jewels.

My grandmother, in her own modest way, engaged a ‘“sofer”
(writer of holy books and prayers) who spent a whole year at her
house in order to write a Sefer Torah, which was her contribution
to the Beit Midrash.

She was constantly busy. Besides taking care of her business,
all the meetings of the “Hutten Ferein” took place in her house.
She also prepared fruit preserves, plums filled with almonds, wines
and liquors, working at it all summer long. When the Sefer Torah
was finally completed, she invited all the people of the town to
her house, brought up all the goodies from the cellar, cut up the
cakes she had baked for vne occasion and...

That was a celebration !

After everybody had eaten and drank Lechaim, the Sefer Torah
was taken out of the house and paraded through town to the
synagogue.

Such were the joys that people had of life in those days.
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From left : Jaqueline Merill, Dana Wynne, Suzanne Carrie

David & Judy Silber wm
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that his family wouid soon join him there. And so it was, though
not so soon. Six years later, my mother, my sister Lillie, my brother
Lou and I joined my father.

My grandmother, Rejle Gruber, always deemed herself a
millionaire. In her daily prayers, she thanked the Almighty for
her good health, for giving her everything thah she needed to
live, and for her grandchildren in whom she took such pride
and joy.

In those days, my sister Lillie and I used to rise at dawn.
On tiptoe, we would sneak out through the back door, while every-
one was still asleep. We would run down a slope covered with grass,
to the River Rata Everything seemed so peaceful at that early
hour. The air was filled with the delightful fragrance of weeds
and flowers, and the shining dew drops looked like diamonds,
especially those hanging from the branches of the trees, and ming-
ling in the sunlight with all the colors of the rainbow. We swam
and splashed in the velvety soft water, and were filled with delight.

On the way home, we picked daisies and cornflowers as we
rushed back to the house where everyone was already awake.
We could smell the fresh coffee brewing at a distance. Bread and
butter and coffe made a delicious breakfast.

I remember the Hebrew lessons upstairs in the Wechsler
house. This was a special treat in the afternoons, under the won-
derful tuition of I. Schonfeld.

I remember the town buzzing with excitement when the
Beit Midrash was nearing completion. Rosh Hashana was only a
few weeks away The men made a special effort to raise the extra
funds which would enable them to finish the building in time to
have the “chanukat habayit” (house-warming) for the new year.

The women formed an organization of their own, which the
Rabbi called the “Hutten Ferein” because its members wore fash-
ionable hats. The members of another group, the “Kupkeferein”,
wore kerchiefs on their heads. My mother, Cipora Gruber, took
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C. G. Silber

MEMORIES FROM CHILDHOOD

I remember my grandmother’s house in Mosty-Wielkie. It
wasn’t a big house, but there was always enough room for her children
and grandchildren. Quite often, a stranger who passed through town
was welcomed to spend the night.

Towards the end of World War I, life in Mosty became hard and
full of fears. Food was difficult to obtain, and clothing was not
available for love or money. My father, Mendel Gruber, was a prisoner
of war in Russia. The Poles were meanwhile taking over their newly
acquired land and, in the process, robbing the Jews of their valuables
and of their last crust of bread.

When my father at last returned home, safe and sound, he
spent only a few months in Mosty. He found his property burned,

and the hardships created by the new regime prevented him from
venturing into a new business. So he left for America, with the hope

Lilian, Max Sigal, Mendel Gruber ury Ronald, Clare, Shelli, Sidney, Suzy,
and Jackie Silber. -
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a religious and Zionist point of view. He substantiated the opinions
he expressed by quoting from rabbinical sources. He addressed his
readers in an informal manner and immediately established con-
tact with them. His Yiddish was seminal; he mastered all nuances
of the language, and the Hebrew element that he used profusely
was natural and unstrained. He wrote in Hebrew as well, and con-
tributed to various Hebrew publications.

The last few times that I met him, I kept urging him to
publish at least a selection of his writings in book form. He answered
that he was pianning to be in Israel, where he would make arrange-
ments with a Yiddish publishing house to publish one or two volumes.
I sincerely hope tnat his friends will do now what he, unfortunately,
was not able to do.

Moshe Starkman was very energetic and industrious. He
wrote a great deal and it seemed that he enjoyed his writing. He
was friendly, sociable, witty, and always ready and willing to extend
his friendship and help.



LXX Memorial Book

are: ‘“Morris Rosenfeld’s Beginning”, “Sources For the Study of the
Yiddish Press in the United States, 1870 — 19007, “Goldfaden and
Shomer”, “First Union of Yiddish Writers in the United States”,
“The Yiddish Press in America, 1875 — 1885”7, “Philip Krantz and
the Journal, Di Proletarishe Velt”, “Philip Krantz’s Literary En-
counters”, “Important Moments in the History of the Yiddish Press
in the United States”, “When Hebrew and Yiddish Made Their
Appearance in the United States”, “Yiddish Idioms in Yehoash’s
Translation of the Bible”, and others of the same nature. All of the
above-mentioned studies, as well as many others Starkman wrote,
are of importance to students and historians of Yiddish literature.
They are also accessible to the general public because of the ease
and facility of Starkman’s style.

Starkman was co-editor of three volumes of the literary al-
manac Hemshekh (1939 — 1943) and the Hemshekh Anthology of
American Yiddish Poetry 1918 — 1943 (New York, 1945), He edited
the two Festschriften in honor of Shlomo Bickel and Abraham
Golomb. Various Yiddish and Hebrew writers contributed to both
volumes, and the marterials published enrich our literature.

Starkman was a member of the editorial board of the
Biographical Dictionary of Modern Yiddish Literature. Besides editing,
he contributed biographies of important Yiddish writers (the seven
volumes that have been published to date — the most recent in
1968 — do not yet cover the letter “shin” and therefore Starkman’s
own biography is not yet available).

Around 1934 he joined the staff of the Day and remained o
contributor till the paper ceased publication. He then contributed
a weekly article to the Jewish Daily Forward.

The articles and essays that Moshe Starkman published in
the Day, the Day-Morning-Journal, the Forward and Folk Und Velt
(Nation and World) — the latter edited by Jacob Glatstein —
were written in a particular style, combining homiletics, didacticism
and moralizing. He displayed extensive knowledge of Judaism and
devotion to Jewish values, and approached Jewish problems from
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MOSHE STARKMAN

by Dr. Elias Schuiman

I made my acquaintance with Moshe Starkman about forty-
seven years ago, in 1925. In that year, I joined the student branch
of the newly founded Yiddish Culture League. Starkman was both
a member of the student branch and assistant to the executive
secretary of the league. Both of us were then very young, but while
I was a student who had just entered City College, Starkman
was already known as a writer. ;He was acquainted with many
Yiddish writers and was a frequent visitor to the literary cafe,
“Europe”. It was he who brought me to the cafe and introduced
me. to some of the writers; through Starkman I met Dr. Jacob
Shatzky, who later became both my teacher and friend.

According to Z. Reissen’s Lexicon of Yiddish Literature,
Starkman was born in 1906 and came to the United States at the
age of fourteen, in 1920. Although he spent a short part of his life
in Europe and felt very much at home in America, those early
years left a mark on him, and he remained primarily an Eastern
European Jew. He brought with him a cultural heritage, know-
ledge of Hebrew, Yiddish, and “Yiddishkeyt” to which he was
attached all his life.

In his new home he attended New York City public schools,
the Baron de Hirsch School, and the Jewish Teachers Seminary.

According to Reissen, Starkman began to write in 1922, at
the age of sixteen. He contributed to the Yiddish newspapers and
journals of the period: Yiddishes Tageblat, Kundes, Dos Yiddishe
Folk, Der Amerikaner, Baginen, and Feder. In 1925, he was editorial
secretary of the orthodex daily Dos Yiddishe Likht.

He became interested in the history of Yiddish literature and
the Yiddish press and devoted a great deal of time to research
in that field. He published many studies and monographs which
cointain both facts and interpretation. Among his many studies



LXVIII Memorial Book

His sudden death was a sad loss, not only to the emigres
of Mosty-Wielkie, to his family and to his friends, but also to the
Jewish people as a whole, who have lost a dear son whose entire
life was dedicated to disseminating Zionism and its principles, and
to enhancing Hebrew culture and the heritage of our forefathers.

Stricken with sorrow and in mourning, we cannot be con-

soled for our loss.

Mostyites at the wedding of Moshe and Licy Wexler Schweitz; in Israel

A Bar-Mitzvah celebration of the Mandelkorn family in the United States
(survivors of the holocaust)
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jealous of the success of others; on the contrary, he rejoiced
at their achievements. Moshe had a sharp sense of humor. He was
full of optimism, and he loved life and people.

At the time I was studying at the University of California,
I was overburdened with a heavy work load and underwent a
difficult period of crisis. In those desperate moments, I would pour
my heart out to Moshe in letters I wrote to him — and his answers
came back, so full of encouragement that they enabled me to
continue my studies and to recover my confidence.

When Moshe used to visit Israel, he would join me on trips
to all parts of the country. He was full of wonder at his visits to
agricultural settlements, and his meetings with various people. His
enthusiasm knew no bounds when I brought him to the excavations
of Beit Shearim, to Sepphoris (Tsippori), and to the Arbel Valley.
And great as was his awe at the sight of the historic places, my
own awe was even greater at his deep understanding of the period
of the Sanhedrin, all of whose ways were as illuminated for him
as though he himself had lived in that time. It was enchanting
for me to hear whole portions of the history of our people from
his lips, and to see how every historic spot was as familiar to him
as though he himself had walked there two millennia ago. These
visits to ancient sites were unforgettable experiences for me, thanks
to Moshe’s profound explanations. More than once when listening
to him, it seemed to me that I was in the company of a historian
or an archeologist.

Though Moshe left Mosty when he was quite young, he always
bore within himself memories of our community. It remained so
alive and green in his heart and spirit, that even through his long
sojourn in America, he continued to live in Mosty. He nurtured
this love for his town, and was in active contact with all his fellow
townsmen in America and in Israel.

Moshe was one of the leaders in the Gross Moster Association
in the United States, and an initiator of the Memorial Book project.
He was regrettably denied the satisfaction of seeing its fulfillment,



Memorial Book

I

‘IG6T Ul ‘AJAV-[9L Ul JOUOH SIH Ul U01}dadsy B j8 UBUINIBIS 9USON




Mosty-Wielkie LXV

as the fulfillment of the mitzva (commandment) of pilgrimage to
the Holy Land. His visits, moreover, were a preparation for carrying
out his heart’s desire and coming to live permanently in his home-
land, which he loved and to which nhe was attached with all his
heart.

It is difficult to estimate the height of a mountain, and to
see its peak when standing close to it. Only from a good distance
away does it appear in all its glory. We valued Moshe’s greatness
and special Characteristics when he was still with us; we saw in
him a man of great spirit, of rare talents, so deeply learned that
he achieved the highest renown, and furthermore a brilliant scholar
of Talmud and Bible.

From the time he was a child in our town of Mosty, we knew
that one day he would rise above all of us. The whole town loved
and respected him, and this attiude followed him to America and
continued to prevail all the days of his life, to the very‘end. Never-
theless, until now, half a year after his demise, we didn’t know how
great a man Moshe had been. Only now can we begin to truly
appraise his personality.

His loss was a great blow to all the natives of Mosty, espe-
cially to those who had been his close friends and who loved and
were deeply attached to him. His sudden death left a void in all
our lives. My words cannot do justice to his success in the fields
of creative endeavor, of literature and journalism. That task will
be fulfilled by those better and more accomplished than myself.
In the role of friend and fellow townsman, I shall try to paint
a few details into the figure of Moshe as a man and as a companion.

He was a simple man, almost meek in his ways. He never
exalted himself, nor did he have any pretensions to greatness; he
did not push himself to the “Eastern wall” of the society in which
he lived and was active. He loved truth and hated falsehood, and
he treated with respectful awe every person who consistently fought
for the integrity of his own beliefs. He loathed flatterers and those
who smoothed a way for themselves with their elbows. He was never
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MOSHE STARKMAN 2’

Abraham Ackner
Tel-Aviv

THE MAN MOSHE...

A PORTRAIT OF THE LATE MOSHE STARKMAN-HAZKONI

On Tuesday, the 23rd day of Shvat, 5735, our dear, unfor-
gettable friend, Moshe Starkman-Hazkoni was laid to rest. He was
buried in the section of a New York cemetery reserved for natives
of Mosty-Wielkie.

The news of his sudden and premature death broke upon us
like a thunderclap. We never expected that so energetic a person-
ality, a inan so full of life and as yet unrealized plans, could be
uprooted from our midst with such speed.

Confused and shaken were we by the catastrophe, and full
of the grief visited upon us, his fellow townsmen, his friends and
companions. It is terribly hard for us to accept the sad reality, the
knowledge that Moshe is no more, and that never again will he
visit us in Israel as he was wont to do. He saw his trips to Israel
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which we continue to feel day after day. No one will ever fill the
void he created with his untimely death. In recognizing this, we

acknowledge his unique place in all of our hearts.
Fondly, Robert Serkey
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A LETTER TO MRS. HAYIM SILBER

Dear Mrs. Silber,

The unforgettable memory of your dear husband is as warm
and beautitul today as it has always been since we last saw him
over a decade ago. When I think of Mr. Silber I think of the old
values, values so estimable and so conspicuous by their widespread
absence today: devotion to wife and children, commitment to the
responsible performance of one’s work, and adherence to a high
standard of personal ethics.

I best remember Mr, Silber in the role of the especially
conscientious and concerned father who spared no effort to give
your children unending guidance, patience and love. Whenever 1
saw him, you, Mrs. Silber, were not far behind, nor were Jerome
and Albie. The family unit meant everything to him, and everyone
who knew him recognized this devotion. Indeed, the wonderful
development of your sons reflects in large part his impact, however
foreshortened it was by the standard of time. Mr. Silber had a
special aura of righteousness about him that commanded immediate
respect and admiration. In his presence I always felt honored and
secure.

Judaism, too, played a profound role in the Silber home. Not
meaningless, empty and formal Judaism, but rather a concern
for the preservation of the valuable cultural and ethical traditions
which we are given as a trusted legacy. Mr. Silber paid a dear
price for his Judaism in Europe, and he made every effort to
make your sons aware of their responsibility in carrying on the
fight to keep our religion alive. Though not formally religious, he
embodied the values of Judaism in their highest form — a life of
decency, integrity, compassion and justice. His impact here, too,
is as strong as ever in your life and in those of your sons.

This then was your husband — a towering figure of integritvy,
family loyalty, and faith in its deepest and most beneficial sense.
The greatest tribute to him, perhaps, is the feeling of immense loss
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cite the passage from today’s portion concerning the death of
Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu: “The whole house of Israel (and
the sons of Mosty here and in Israel) may bewail the burning
which the Lord has kindled”.

There was once a great, learned man named Rabbi Moshe
Sofer who was nickamed “Hatam Sofer” for the initial letters of
his book, “Hidushei Torah Moshe”. He said, ‘“People worry a great
deal about having with what to live from, but very few worry about
having with what to die”. Those who knew of the deeds of Hayim
Silber knew very well that he took good care to have with what
to die — with kind acts for others, with fine deeds which his
heirs, his children, can consider the finest part of his estate.

When Hayim and I were children in the heder, we were
always in the same class, sitting one next to the other, and learning
from the same Gamara. As though it were yesterday, I can recall
how we used to sing out, with the Gamara intonation, the section
of the Baba Mitzia which starts “When two people grasp the same
tallis” (Eylu Mitziot) and the portion Hamafkid.

I shall end my eulogy over my childhood companion, Hayim
Silber, with words from the Gamara, as he himself would no doubt
have wanted me to do: “May your departure from the world be like
your entrance into the world”. As your coming into the world was
without sin, so your leaving it is without sin. Like every human
being, Hayim must, at one time or another, have hurt someone
unwittingly with an angry word. But if so, he did it because of
his strong feelings of justice, for he could not stand evil acts. It
is no sin to hurt someone in order to set right a wrong. Through
his devotion to others, through his unstinting efforts for the good
of all. through his many acts of charity performed in secret, he
personified the words of the Gamara. “As he came into the world
without sin, so he departed from it without sin”. May his memory
be a blessing for his wife and children, and may it be a blessing
for us all. May Hayim’s soul be inscribed in the Book of Life for
all eternity, till the coming of the Messiah, when all the dead shall
rise. May it come soon, in our own days, Amen.



Mosty-Wielkie LIX

of us who don’t know how to console ourselves. I can only say
one thing to Lily: “How fortunate you were to have been the life
partner of Hayim Silber, may his memory be blessed”.

If he was well off materially, it can be said that the world
contains many wealthier men. He had a certain wealth, however,
which not everyone possesses: he had a rich soul. In order to
achieve a rich soul, one has vo work hard, even harder than to
amass money. If one loses money, it can b2 won back by favorable

business deals. But if a person loses his soul’s richness, he can
never recover it.

Hayim Silber was born with a rich soul, and he continued
to enrich it all the days of his life. He enriched it with good deeds,
with love of the people of Israel, and with love for the Land of
Israel. We know that Lily Silber, and that his brother and sister-
in-law, Dr. Moshe Silber and Mildred have rich souls as Hayim
had, may he rest in peace. We know that if his children, too, possess
rich souls from their memories of Hayim, from thinking of his
deeds, and from following in his fine, Jewish-ethical ways, they
will achieve a consolation which cannot come from other people,
for fine values are the consolation and blessing given by God.

In today’s portion, we read about the death of Nadab and
Abihu, and how Moses consoled Aaron: “This is what the Lord
has said, ‘I will show myself holy among those who are near me’”
(Lev. 10:3). According to Jewish belief, every human being can be
holy by imitating God, who commanded the Jews: “You shall
be holy; for I, the Lord, your God am noly” (Lev. 19:2). How can
one follow the example of God? Gad clothes the naked, and in the
same way, a person must see to it that a needy man is clothed. In
all the ways that God does good for people, people can do as God
does by helping others.

In this manner, through charity and devotion, Hayim Silber
imitated the Lord of the Universe, and it is therefore fitting ta
quote God’s consolation on this occasion of Hayim’s death: “I will
show myself holy among those who are near me”. We can also
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who prayed with the important men of Rabbi Yankele Eli Avigdor’s
congregation.

Hayim was the child of a fine family, the son of Avrahamche
and Lana Silber. He suffered no want in his own childhood himself,
but he always saw the need of others, the need of those who came
to beg from his father — and who never went away empty-handed.
During his whole life, therefore, Hayim was permeated with a
great sensitivity, with sharp sympathy towards those who suffered.
This expressed itself most especially toward fellow Jews from Mosty
who were in unfortunate circumstances, and toward Mosty Jews
who managed to survive the Holocaust and to reach Israel.

I received letters from Tel-Aviv following his death which
conveyed the feelings of his fellow townspeople. His passing away
was not only a frightful and horrible event, but actually a cata-
strophe for everyone from Mosty.

Hayim brought loveiy song with him wherever he went —
not songs that were sung aloud, but a music that was deep within
his gentle heart and in his beautiful soul. The songs were linked
with his life partner, Lily, with his two children, with his brother
and sister-in-law and their children, with his close relatives, his
companions, friends and feliow townsman — and with Mosty Jews
in Israel. He was always greeted by the Israeli Mostyites with love
and honor, and he showed special love and honor to a number
of them.

All these songs in his heart and soul joined together to form
one great chorale. But suddenly, unexpectedly his heart stopped
beating, and the gentle soul returned to its creator. The song of his
life was broken off in the middle. The life and achievements of
Hayim Silber were really a lovely melody.

“No man dies, except to his wife” (Sanhedrin 22). No one
feels the death of a man except his own wife — and therefore we
can all understand what a blow his passing was for Lily Silber.
But perhaps she has more strength and vigor than many of us,
and instead of us consoling her, she can have compassion on those
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HAYIM SILBER %"

MOSHE STARKMAN (HAZKONI)
New York

ON THE OCCASION OF THE “SHLOSHIM” AFTER
THE DEATH OF HAYIM SILBER — MARCH 23, 1965

Never in my most fearful imaginings did I ever dream that
I would be faced with the task of eulogizing my childhood com-
panion, Hayim Silber. But the older we become, the more strongly
we feel the closeness of death, even when we are well and prepared
for a long life ahead of us. We feel the cold fingers of the Angel
of Death and hear the beat of his black wings when one or another
of our close friends passes away. I feel the touch of death quite
strongly, for with the sudden demise of Hayim Silber, a bright and
lovely part of my own childhood and youth has departed from
the world. My own grade and high school days have died with
him, as have the years of childish play, of hiding and running.
With his death I have lost my youthful strolls in the Mosty forest,

and the secret conversations we used to steal during the reading
of the Torah when we were two among the half dozen little boys
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their fine achievements, and to their yearnings for redemption.
After torture and great suffering, they were doomed to extermination.
The insolent and cruel perpetrator of these indignities wiped out
our community, together with all the communities in Poland, not
for any wrongdoing or sin on their parts, but simply for being
Jews. And the “englightened” folk stood aside in silence, because
the victims vere “only” Jews. They stayed mute, partly for joy
at the distress of others, and partly because of apathy for the
fate of the victims. And thus, mocked and degraded, our dear
ones were brought to the fiery furnaces and there burned and
suffocated to death.

The memorial book will serve as an eternal monument to
our loved ones and to our folk which was wiped out in the great
and terrible holocaust.

May their souls be preserved forever.

Hay:m Silber on a visit to Mosty in 1929, The man posing in Hassidic clothes is
actually an American tourist, brother of Leah Entenberg
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who are for the sword, to the sword; those who are for famine
to famine”.

It is fitting that the dissolution of our folk, its shattering
and its grief, will be remembered and set down in the annals o)
our history, and moreover that at the very least, the Jewish heart
beat and character which were destroyed and are no more, will
be rescued from oblivion. But where is the person “who will raise
a fist against it and demand satisfaction for the humiliation”
of the sacrificed people? And if we do not succeed, and no such
saviour appears?

When I began to write about our town and home, I thought
that I had already set to paper all that was left in my memory
of my early life. What more could I call forth of my experiences,
of my childhood and youth, of my town and my father’s house?
But the writing of memorial books on the Jewish communities
that were devastated is not merely the release of all that is
hidden in the fastness of the heart. It is the “suffering voice"”
that we hear deep down in our hearts; it is the despondency and
melancholy at the bereftness of the generation. This is what is
impossible to forget, impossible to push away.

In these few lines, I shall try to call into being a few
recollections of my family life, with its joys, pleasures, and satis-
factions, the inspiration of Sabbaths and holy days, and the exalt-
ation of the Days of Awe... along with a good measure of suffering
and sadness, the blackness and gloom of wars, wanderings, pogroms
and Kkillings. In remembering these sparks and gleams from my
family life, its simplicity and modesty, its faith and purity of
soul, its members who earned their bread by the sweat of their
faces, and who were glorious and splendid — I will erect a monument
and set up a memorial stone, not only to my own father’s house,
but also to the other families of our Jewish community into whose
lives were woven the same qualities, experiences and splendid
characteristics.

The cruel fate which befell our dear ones put an end to
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A. L. BINOT
Ramat Gan

“..that the next generation might know them,
5 the children yet unborn.
and arise and tell them to their children...”

(Psalms 78:6)

The summoning up of reminiscences and experiences has long
been an integral part of Jewish tradition. It was as early custom in
Israel to pass on recollections in writing and by word of mouth
to sons and daughters, and in this way a link was established
between the generations. Lamentations, hymns and poetry were
written about the tragic events which were visited upon our people
in every generation. All these previous calamities and catastrophes
which befell us, however, were as nothing compared with the
great and terrible holocaust in which a third of our nation was
wiped out. Yet, the memory of these earlier disasters was preserved
as an eternal memorial in our history, thanks to these dirges and
liturgical poems. How much greater is the task of our orphaned
generation whose fate is summed up in the words of Jeremiah
(15:2): “those who are for pestilence, to pestilence, and those
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Mosty truly is no more. It is a Russian town which they named
Welyky-Mosty. The signs are in Russian, and its people are Ukrainian,
It is a town that I visited, and of which I have pictures, but it
is not the Mosty-Wielkie of my childhood or my memory. The image
is something very dear to each one of us who lived there. No Russian
town fifty kilometers from modern Lwow will erase it.
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front of the shul, passing to one another stories of what the devil
can do, or of miracles performed by the various famous rabbis
of Europe. Yom Kippur in our town was perhabs the best example
of Jewish religious life. Every child trembled on Yom Kippur eve,
as each mother lit candles in her home. Each father, with his
children trailing behind, marched to the Synagogue in somber
procession. Once in shul, tears streamed from men’s faces, hidden
as they were under large prayer shawls. I remember my father,
even when I was a medical student, praying with the same tearful
fervor for the health of his family and for the whole Jewish
community. I too prayed with great fervor, so much so that the
rabbi sitting next to me on Yom Kippur told my father, “Rev
Avromcha, your son has prayed with great devotion. Let’s allow
him to rest”. My father signalled that I might leave and join the
other young people at the rear of the shul. We did not pray there
but rather we carried on intellectual discussions. Charred ruins cannot
dislodge this picture.

The Germans also burned the Beth Midrash, the apple of
my father’s eye. Now it is a one-story social club, reconstructed
by the Russians. The only other building standing in that circle
is the old bathhouse, covered with weeds. Wherever one looks, there
is rank vegetation and a virtual wilderness where once the homes
of our people stood. When I wanted to go to the other part of town,
starting from the school towards the bridge to Krystynopol, I was
discouraged from even venturing out there, and was told that there
is nothing to see anymore.

Low in spirit and terribly frustrated, I circled back to the
main street. Gleicher’s house, where the restaurant was, still stands.
This is the only house that had been there in our youth. New
buildings are there now, but I did not care to ask who lives in them.

By this time, the Ukrainians of Mosty were practically begging
me to stay overnight, or at least spend a few hours talking with
them. But to stay any longer, even if the Intourist gave its permission,
would only have further shattered my remembrance of Mosty.
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and went up the street, ending with the home of the Grunewalds
just before the market place. The image vanished very quickly
when I realized that only weeds and overgrown vegetation stood
on the spot. We moved towards what used to be the market place.
On the spot where tradesmen’s wares and farmers’ products
were displayed, the Russians have bullt a park. The only house
standing, of all those which once surrounded the market place,
was that of Fisch, the tobacconist.

By this time, because of the long discussions with the Uk-
rainians, my three hours of allotted touring time were just about
over. I returned to the Intourist Deputy and asked for an extension
of the time. Seeing the way I was received in Mosty, he indicated
to me that I could stay ionger, on condition that we returned
to Lwow before darkness. In the remaining hour and a half I
wanted to see what had happened to the Jewish part of the town.
First, the Synagogue : I went to the Synagogue through the back
way, expecting to see the rabbi’s house, Mund’s home, and the
houses of many other Jews. All those houses had been made of
wood, and were destroyed either by the Russians or by the Nazis
in the course of their retreats. Somehow, one wooden house oxn
that street still stands, the house which had belonged to Mr.
Robak, the only non-Jew who lived there. The emptiness of the
street mingled with images of chlidren running to shul or cheder,
or to the Turkish bath with its mikveh.

The shul stood in front of me now, weeds growing even from
the uppcrmost bricks. Walls are standing, unattached and in ruins.
There is no roof, and the windows are hollow and blackened from
within. I learned that at least 70 Jews were taken by the Nazis
and burned to death inside the shul. The ashes of these martyred
people remain inside. They are the ashes of Jews like those who,
in our day, wore black satin coats and fur hats on Friday evenings,
on Saturday mornings, or on holidays. These are the same Jews who
celebrated Jewish festivities, even if there was no food at home.
The children of the town, I among them, met in little groups in
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I was allowed to explore the inside of my house. On the first
floor in front there is a barber shop today, operated by Moshe
Brickner (Lomak). Brickner is one of the two Jews now living in
Mosty, and the only one I saw. The other Jew, a man named
Gutterman, was out of town on the day I visited. In my time,
we entered my house through the Kkitchen, but now the back
entrance was obstructed by some unfinished brick work. The large
front room, which many of you may remember as a substitute for
a town theater or a place where we prayed during the high
holidays, is now the® state-operated grocery store for the town.
To go up to the second floor today, one must use the main entrance
which connected all five attached homes. On the second floor where
our salon had been, the room is completely sealed off by a red
wax seal to insure that no one enters it without permission.
It was the only room I was unable to explore. The next room,
formerly my parents’ bedroom, is today the Communist Party
headquarters, with a picture of Lenin hanging on the wall. The
original paint and decoration of the walls had been done in 1937
by Szcepulski, and the remnants of green and gold paint could
still be seen although the effects of age were visible.

My bedroom, which we called the small room, now consti-
tutes a complete apartment for a whole family, and so does the
room next to it. It is strange to see this small room where I was
born and grew up being used as Kkitchen, living and sleeping
quarters. I left the house to see the court&ard, the same yard where
we played hide-and-seek and war games as children, and where
the children of the salt merchant, Adler, of the Steger and the
Wechsler families, and other children from the town would gather.
The courtyard today is a garbage heap, an indescribable mess clut-
tered with years of neglect. It looked like the aftermath of some
terrible natural disaster.

I turned again to the front of the house. I looked across
the street, expecting to see a row of attached homes, each with
a storefront. It started with Biszko Mann’s store at the beginning,
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If this had been a midsummer Shabbat in my time, just
such a day as this one that I chose for my visit to Mosty, my father
would have been standing outside, wearing his pastel-colored suit,
his black silk hat with a black bow-tie and highly polished short
boots. His big gold watch on a long chain would hang over his
prominent abdomen as he spoke to his neighbors, Mz2ssrs. Gerner, Ste-
ger, Adler, Wechsler, and others. The welfare of the Jewish community
was always the prime topic, particularly when my father was
President of the Jewish Community. The men would discuss the
problems of paying the rabbi and supporting the other members
of his family, the salaries of the shochtim and the chazan, of
improving the quality of Jewish education, and finding tuition for
poor Jewish children to enable them to go tc the cheder. On Friday
evening we would sit down in my home for the dinner marking
the beginning of Shabbat. I can still hear my father repeating
the same words on many occasions: “It is always more magnificent
to give than to receive”, and “Give always a little more than you

think you can afford”.
This image vanished as I stepped out of the Intourist car.

Perhaps one hundred UKrainians pressed around me within a few
minutes, some of them hugging me, many of them Kkissing my
wife’s hand and crying. I told no one who I was, but they all
recognized me and remembered me. When the gush of welcome was
l over, a barrage of questions came. “Do you remember me ?” “I went
to school with you”. “I sat on the same bench with you”. “I worked
for your father, do you remember ?” “I went to school with your
sister”. Finally came the last question, “Who is alive in your family?”
Sadly, I had to answer, “I am the only survivor”. The people were
shocked and some of them cried. One older woman held her
little granddaughter’s hand and pointed at my home, saying to
the child, “See this man; his family lived in this big house all
by themseives”. She said it loud enough so that even the Intourist
Deputy recognized the reference to the Russian system of placing
more than one family in the limited housing available. The woman
continued, “His father was the father of the town”,
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the storefronts. We stopped first in Bojaniec, because I recognized
my Uncle Pinchas Silber’s house (the former home of Simon Silber,
now living in Haifa). As I filmed it, my mind drifted back to the
concept of home than I spoke of before. It seemeéd as if, at any
moment, -some of the thirteen children born to my uncle in this
three-room house would come running outside to greet me, as they
had done so many times during my youth when I used to visit
on week-ends. But no one stirred, and the present inhabitants were
apparently not at home. We continued on our way, and in about
twenty minutes or so we reached Mosty.

We entered the town along the street lined with trees, through
which one could see the Polish Police School Barracks. I could
envision the constant flow of traffic, police horses. and police stud-
ents flowing from here and there, in and around the school grounds.
Today it is dark and empty. The paint is discolored and peeling
from the walls of the school buildings. As we drove past the school,
I expected to see the home of the Bromberg family. I expected to
see it as I used to, after breakfast, lunch and dinner during my
summer vacations, when I made my way there to court Bromberg’s
daughter. My eyes saw weeds and wilderness in its place, and no
evidence of any home or family of forty years ago that I recalled. \
Then I suddenly realized that all the houses on that street were
gone, except for one dwelling further down belonging to the Super-
intendant of Highways. All the wooden houses were gone. The few
buildings remaining on the road to the middle of town were hard
to make out because the streets were lined with thick weeds and
other overgrown plants blocking the view from the road.

My home, the home in which I was born and raised, still
stands. It looked almost the same, though it had not been painted
since the day I left it. The once pure white stucco front is now
yellowed and peeling, as one would almost expect in the new Soviet
town. The big cross, which once stood in the front and side of the
building as a stopping piace for Christian beggars and cripples
who came to beg for food and money on market day, is missing.
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This was apparently the key. The manager’s face grew red,
.and he became agitated. He was defensive, though not angry, and
blurted out, “Who are you?” Incisively, I told him, “I am a professor
at a university in New York”. He never queried how I might
tell the world of the Soviet Union’s inhospitality, but was probably
thinking of the-reaction of his superiors should word get out that
he was responsible. “All right”, he said. “I'll try to get you to
Mosty-Wielkie, but I need the permission of the Chief of Police
and the Iglinister of the Interior for the Ukraine.

The next morning, promptly at 9 a.m., I opened his office
door. He politely told me, with a smile, that he had the permission
iof the Chief of Police, hut he could not contact the Minister of
.the Interior. I very sternly told him, “Don’t stall me until I am
scheduled to leave Lwow”. He apparently became concerned and
asked me to be patient and wait a few minutes. He began to make
a series of phone calls. He spoke so quickly and quietly that it was
difficult for me to understand, but when he finished telephoning
he said rather nervously, “You are going to Mosty”. He told me
that he would send a car ana his personal Deputy to ‘“protect” me
from possible unpleasantness from the authorities, because they
had not seen a foreign visitor in the town for about 25 years. We
agreed that I should spend about three hours in Mosty so that I
could film whatever sights of the town I chose, unless the Deputy
would object to it. On the road to Mosty, the Deputy asked me if
I knew somebody there, and I told him, in all sincerity, that I
doubted if anybody would remember me after 32 years.

I gathered my family together, and we left through the
Zolkiewska Rogatka in the direction of Zolkiew. Zolkiew has been
renamed by the Russians, but I do not recall the the new name. The
road to Mosty from Lwow is well-paved. The big hill near Kulikow
has been cut down, and the distance to Mosty shortened by four
kilometers. Zolkiew looked quite the same, but was almost deserted
of people. Naturally, what was missing was the Jewish faces,
the Jewish merchants and the big signs bearing Jewish names on



XLVI Memorial Book

92%°1 /91991 PO 2P T LEURY DM v
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incensed, a calculated act on my part. I asked if there were any
military secrets being hidden in Mosty. If there were, I could under-
stand the prohibition of my visit, but if there vese not, I told
him, I was being kept from my home town by an illogical and
stupid regulation. I added that the rest of the world would soon
know of Russia’s inhuman decision to deny me the right to visit
my birthplace. The world would soon know how Russia treats her
tourists,
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Main Street in Mosty-Wizlkie

The present sign : Welyky-Mosty, at the entrance to the town,
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Rata River. and is only 50 kilometers from Lwow in the Russian
Ukraine in the USSR. A signpost in Russian says that the town
is named Welyky-Mosty, and I took great pains to see what it looks
like. It was in 1970 that I traveled with my wife and sister-in-
law to Lwow. From the very start, it had been my intention to visit
the town in spite of the laws of the Soviet Union forbidding visits
to any town which has no Intourist Office (no town of less than
200,000 people has an Intourist Office). Others before me tried
to visit the town and did not succeed, but I was determined.

I arrived in Lwow and was met at the airport by an Intourist
representative who took us to the Intourist Hotel, the old George
Hotel. After unpacking I checked in with the Intourist Office. A
woman clerk there asked what I would like to do during the three
days in Lwow. The question was put to me in English, but I
veplied in Ukrainian thav my purpose for the visit to Lwow was
to visit Mosty-Wielkie. The Intourist representative immediately
intoned, “Forget about it”, adding, “No foreigner is ever permitted
to visit a small town in the Soviet Union”. I asked to see her
superior. A tall Ukrainian appeared who asked politely what the
problem was. I explained that my sole purpose for visiting Russia
was to see Mosty-Wielkie. His response was the same, but in Ukrai-
nian, “It is the law of the land. No one may leave Lwow to visit
a small town. Don’t you think that if I could help a brother Uk-
rainian, I would?” He thought that I was a Ukrainian. At that
point I thought it would be wiser not to let him know that I was
a Jew, and not a Ukrainian. “Do you have a superior?” I asked.
“The Intourist Manager for the Ukraine”, he replied. The tall Uk-
rainian made an appointment for me for the next morning,
which was a Saturday.

The appointment was at 10 a.m., but I arrived at 9 a.m. When
I entered the Intourist Manager’s office, he greeted me very
politely and said. “I already know your request. You are pre~
senting me with a problem which is impossible to solve. Why don’t
you try to have a gooda time in Lwow for three days?” I became
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still friends, linked, I am quite certain, by the same pleasant image
of Mosty. !

Throug the years of my life in Mosty, the persecution of
the Jewish population never diminished. In spite of it, the Jews
maintained a cultural life, as they always seemed to do. It was
not the organized cultural activity of a modern urban society,
and there were neither theaters nor auditoriums. Culture was
expressed in conversation and in intellectual discussion. A man
could walk along streets of Mosty with a friend, talking all
the while and discussing an issue of the day, and walk into the forest
that surrounded the town without being aware of it. One could
sit and consider an issue on the banks of the Rata River. The young
Jews built their intellectual and cultural lives around meetings
of the Zionist organizations.

These pictures of Mosty filter through my mind in what is
perhaps an unrealistic fashion, one that paints a picture of a town
where no one was really anyone else’s enemy. Certainly there were
disagreements, but they would last only until Yom Kippur when
everyone forgave everyone else. My father forgave me then for
seeking a career that he was opposed to. He would have liked
his youngest son to become a fine rabbi and if not that, at least
a help in his lumber business. My decision to attain a secular
education in Lwow and later to study medicine in Italy was bitterly
received in my home at first, but my father forgave me in time
and was proud of my achievements.

Some of the other pictures that swim in my mind are these:
young children swarming into shul without being coaxed by their
parents; cheder and the joy of learning; Zionism and our Zionist
organizations, its meeting rooms and its many discussions; long
walks lasting for hours and carrying us many Kkilometers into un-
known parts of the woods surrounding Mosty. These pictures will
not fade; these memories will last.

The memories will last even though I have again seen a
town in Russia called Mosty-Wielkie. It is divided in two by the



Mosty-Wielkie XLI

Dr. Maurycy Silber

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF MOSTY-WIELKIE
THAT IS NO MORE

There is this picture in my mind of Mosty, a very definite
and unchanging image of the town where I was born and raised. The
picture does not include what is unpleasant. That part is erased by
the human psyche, and the void is filled with the happy and warm
moments of remembrance. The memory spans birth and ado-
escence, to the beginning of adulthood. It is the memory of home.

I have discovered that no matter where I really am, that
picture of carefree and joyful moments on the streets and in the
homes of Mosty-Wielkie remains with me. It stayed with me through
six years in the foreign land where I was forced to study, because
Jews could not become doctors in the Poland of that day.

The image in my mind centers on the home, not just the
familiar building that I called home, but an extension of it. There
is a mood of “home” that fills the streets of the Mosty that I
remember, and fills the homes of others of Mosty. The people who
were within the circle of “home” as I remember it became the
nucleus of a tightly knit group of friends. Those who survived
the war, the Russians and the camps, and those who escaped are
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Fishel Reiman Naftali Schmidt and
Yosef Siegel

town, though I used to visit it often, the iast time in 1938. For this
reason I certainly can make no claim to remembering everything
about it. I therefore beg pardon of all those names I have omitted,
and of those whose memories serve them better.
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our small town Jewish middle class. Several of the town scholars .
should be mentioned, for example Rabbi Itzhak David Eberstark,
Meir Shiffenbauer, Eli Grunald, Mordechai Sitsamer, Baruch Mor-
dechai Etinger and his son, Itzikel, Uren Poch, Shalom Goldberg,
and his son Abraham (now living in Israel and calling himself
Ben-Pazi), Jacob Weiss, Chaim Shiele Stickler, Aron Mund, Hershl
Charik, Pesah Sitsamer, Shmuel Meisels, Eli Rosen, Meir Glicker,
Eisik Spritzer, and others.

Among the religious figures of the town were the above-
mentioned Aron Mund, two or three mohelim (circumcizers), two
shochtim (religious slaughterers), and the hazan (synagogue singer),
Jacob Meir Brunengraber. Also noteworthy was Yecheskiel Rapoport,
father of the Jacob Rapoport described earlier, who really deserves
a chapter of his own as he was a brilliant man.

We had an outstanding family in our town whose family
name was Mann. The father was a Belz Hassid, as was one of
his sons, Fridl; a second son, Ikhl, was also religious, but in contrast,
the third son, Moritz, shaved his face — and half a hundred years
ago this meant something in Mosty — and operated a restaurant
for officers and the upper classes.

Among the richer Jewish merchants can be noted Abraham
Silber and his son, Charles (Hayim), Saul Wechsler, Levi Steger,
my father Mechel Roth, Shlomo Mandelkorn, Aron Bodek, Mendl
Reiter, Hersh Fisch (all of them now dead in tragic circumstances),
and Naum Gerner.

At that time, that is to say before 1920, we didn’t have any
political parties. There were a few Zionist sympathizers, but no
formal organization. We did posses philanthropic committes,
however: Tomchei Dalym (Support for the Poor), Hachnasat Or-
chim (Welcome for Guests), Bikur Holim (Sick Visiting), Hevra
Lina (Overnight Arrangements for Visitors), Hachnasat Kala (Aid
for Poor Brides), Me’ot Hittin (Money for Food on Holidays to

Poor Families), and of course a Hevra Kadisha (Burial Society).
Fifty-five years have gone by since I moved away from the
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chikes” arrived, Poles under the command of General Haller. Their
specialty was cutting off Jewish beards; every soldier carried
a pair of scissors for the purpose.

One Friday afternoon in 1919. Moshe Ekstein, a young fellow
from Lodz, appeared in town. He said he was a Hebrew teacher.
My friend Shmuel Gleicher, may he rest in peace, and I set to work
right away, and by Sunday morning a Hebrew school was func-
tioning. At first, the studies took place without books because
they had to be brought from Lemberg. Unfortunately, our Moshe
Ekstein didn’t stay very long. One day he simply announced that
he was leaving, without a why or wherefore. Until we found an-
other teacher, Shmuel Gleicher, Hersh Pelzner and I did the teaching.

On 24 April 1920, the San Remo Conference confirmed the
Balfour Declaration’s intentions and gave England the mandate

over Palestine. We nrepared two celebrations in honor of the im-
portant event, the first of them in front of the large synagogue.
On Sabbath, right after services, the children from the Hebrew
school were assembled, all of them carrying blue and white flags
and singing ‘“Hatikva”. Many of the more Orthodox Jews found
the spectacle highly displeasing. The second celebration took place
the same afternoon in the forest, where a large multitude gathered.
Soul-stirring speeches were delivered in Yiddish and Hebrew, and
Hebrew songs were sung.

The town had a drama group as well, even two of them,
because our group and tne craftsmen’s circles couldn’t get along
with each other. Each of the two groups produced a play in Yiddish,
and the Hebrew school children put on a performance in Hebrew.
Moshe Starkman, who was 14 years old at the time, was one of
the stars of the Hebrew play. We never put on more than one play
because the Polish-Bolshevik struggle started to close in on our
town right in the midst of our preparations for a second one. It
was at that time, on the 20th of August 1920, to be exact, that
I left Mosty.

I should like to bring to mind a number of personalities of
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the Russians. Several days earlier, we had run off to Lemberg together
with my father who had come home on leave. Later on, when the
Russians marched into Lemberg, we returned to Mosty.

The Russian occupation afflicted us with troubles we had not
had under the Austrians. The occupation lasted till August 1915. On
their last-day in the town, the Russians burned down nearly the
" whole of it, and killed about fifty Jews from Mosty and the neigh-
boring villages. Nearly all the Jews, our family among them, spent
the last night under Russian rule in the cemetery, among the
graves. .

It was the Germans and the Austrians who freed us. Right
afterwards, Austria put out an edict of universal conscription of all
men aged 18 — 50. Those who were found eligible were driven away
on “Shabbes Tshuva” (Sabbath of Repentance) 1915 in peasant wa-
gons. It was a terrible sight to see Jews with their beards and
payess (sidelocks), on the holy Shabbes Tshuva, sitting in the peasant
wagons which filled the whole marketplace. They were accompanied
by their wives and children, and a frightful weeping filled the air.
More than one of them fell as a war casualty.

When the Austriann Empire was broken up in September or
October 1918, our town was taken over by the Ukrainians. We were
cut off from Lemberg, where battles took place between the Poles
and the Ukrainians. Echoes reached us from Lemberg that the Poles
had made a pogrom against the Jews there. This rumor was later
confirmed. ‘

Things also became animated in Mosty when Ukrainian soldiers
passed through, looting and beating Jews on their way.

In June 1919, the Poles, aided by the French, drove out the
Ukrainians. On the final day, the battle raged right in the town itself.
The shooting was continual and endless. We sat with neighbors,
all of us frightened to death. Towards dawn the doors of our hiding
place were opened, and the Poles entered with their well-known
curse to the Jews. They soon started looting all the houses, and
this lasted for several days. Right afterwards, the infamous “Haller-
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afternoon, when we used to get together in a spot between the
synagogue and the bathhouse, and there we would play. If the rebbe
saw us playing on his way to the bathhouse, we had to bring our
playthings to the heder on Sunday, and he would destroy them,
and no amount of tears could prevent it.

When we were small, we would go out to a field on Lag
B’Omer, accompanied by the rebbe, and would play with bows and
arrows. There was one pleasure allowed us in our childhood. On
Simchat Tora, a Jew named Moti Shimon Libs would bring a
sack of apples, walk around shouting “Tson kedoshim” (holy sheep),
and go up into the attic of the synagogue from which he would
toss the apples to us through a little window. We used to throw
ourselves upon the apples like starving wolves, though not one of
us was really hungry. While we were catching the fruit, some
joker would pour water on us from the attic. We knew about it
in advance, but we threw ourselves upon the apples all the same.

On Purim, we would run after the performers, who were
the children of craftsmen, some in masks and some without. Some-
times a carousel or a circus wotuild come to town, perhaps a me-
nagerie, and later on a movie. We called all of them a ‘“comediya”.

We had another custom. On the Ninth of Ab we would go
out to the cemetery and throw garlic on the graves of relatives
and friends.

In 1911, an important event took place in the town. The
cornerstone was laid far the new synagogue. To celebrate the event,
we invited the Belz Rabbi, Issachar Dov Rokach, to participate. He
travelled from Belz to Krystynopol by train, and from there he came
to Mosty in a luxurious carriage drawn by foui' horses. The whole
18 kilometers from Krystynopol to Mosty was lined with Jews who
came out to meet the rabbi. It was a wonderful sight such as Mosty
had never seen before.

Our town was located right near the Austrian-Russian border.
As soon as World War I broke out, many Jews were mobilized, among
them my father. On 29 August, 1914, our town was taken over by
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the Pentateuch), and at seven or eight they started Gemara. We
also learned writing in the heder. Another function of ours at
the melamed’s was going to women in childbirth to say “kriyat
shma” (invoke the ‘“shma”, the confession of the unity of God)
in order to drive away the evil spirits. When there was thunder
or lightning, we would go outside in a group to say the appropriate
prayer.

My last rebbe (religious school teacher) was Eli Teitelbaum,
who used to write articles for the Orthodox newspaper, “Kol Mah-
zikei Ha’dat” (Voice of the Upholders of Religion). He was the
only teacher in the town who taught his pupils Hebrew, ortho-
graphy as well as grammer. He taught us Yiddish as well, but

in the Galician fashion of the time, that is, German written in
Hebrew ckaracters. The Hassidim, headed by Rabbi David Eberstark,

used to harass him because he taught us Hebrew.

We also attended a state school because education was com-
pulsory in Austria. Children from very religious homes didn’'t go
to the state school as the children who learned there had to sit
bareheaded, in front of a cross with the figure of Jesus on it.
We used to learn religion at the state school as well. The Polish
and Ukrainian children were taught this subject by priests, and
we were taught it by Jakob Rappaport who later became director
of the Rabbinical Seminary in Lemberg.

We learned halachot (Oral Law) and prayers in the heder.
Reaching Bar Mitzvah age (13 years) was not marked by a specially
great ceremony for each boy. Scme of the boys used to recite a
pshetel (little speech), written by the melamed for the occasion
and learned by heart by the Bar Mitzvah boy. I didn’t participate
in this practicular rite. Boys who didn't go to the state school used
to learn Polish and German with the teacher, Meir Shonfeld (Kunis).

It was my feeling that the children of Mosty of my time
didn’t really have a childhood. Between attending the heder and
the school, there was no time for play; furthermore, the
rebbe didn’t allow it. The only free time we had was on Friday
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The king’s name appears at the beginning in large letters: “I,
Johannes III, King of Poland, of Lithuania...” and so on, enumerating
all his domains. It is here that the town is entitled Augustova ad
Ratam.

One street in the town, called in Polish Szyjkowa Ulica, was
populated entirely by Ukrainians, as the result of a historic event.
The town had been captured by Tatars in the course of their invasion
of Eastern and Central Europe. After they were driven out of the
town, many of the Tatars married Ukrainian girls and settled in
an area which was, at that time, outside the town. They took the
name “Szyjka”, and the inhabitants of Szyjkowa Ulica continued
to be called by the name. Many of them really had a Mongol
appearance.

I do not really know why the town was called Mosty-Wielkie,
meaning “Large Bridges”. There actually were two wooden bridges
over the Rata River, but they were certainly not large.

As in every Jewish town, there were Hassidim, Misnagdim and
just plain Jews among the population. Zionists began to appear on
the scene in about 1916, but were never divided into political parties
because there were really no laborers among us. The rraftsmen
worked with the aid of their own children, and sometimes with
an apprentice. The Hassidim were divided into two groups: the
majority were Belzer Hassidim, and the others were Hushatiner
Hassidim (we used to call them “Lishatiner”). Each of the two
Hassidic sects had its own synagogue or “sjf:ltibel” where its members
prayed and studied Torah. )

We had a big synagogue, a Beit Midrash (study house), as
well as a separate synagogue for the craftsmen, which was
nicknamed “Das Schneider Shulichel” — the tailors’ little synagogue.

As in every town, we had all sorts of melamdim (teachers),
ranging from those who taught the toddlers, up to teachers of
“Sha’s” and “Poskim” (tractates of the Talmud). Little boys started
to attend heder (one-room schools) when they were three years
old. At the age of about five, they began learning “Humesh” (Torah,
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Dr. Jacob Roth
Paris

RECOLLECTIONS OF A “MOSTY” CHILDHOOD

The town of Mosty-Wielkie, which we called simply “Mosty”
lies 24 kilometers north of Zolkiew, 53 kilometers north of Lemberg,
and 20 kilometers south of Belz. It is on the River Rata (we pro-
nounced it Rikeh), a tributary of the River Boog. There were about
eight hundred Jewish families in the town.

In the old Polish chronicles, written in Latin, the town is
called Augustova ad Ratam. I recall that once, when I came home
from Vienna, or perhaps from Paris, the secretary of the town
council, Yosef Katz, brought me a Latin document to read. The
document had something to do with our town; it was a declaration,
written on parchment, in which King Johannes III Sobieski presents
the town with a forest as a gift. At this time, there was a dispute
between the town councillors and the local ‘“poritz” (aristocratic
estate-owner), concerning the ownership rights to the forest. The

‘town based its claim to the forest on this scroll. I see, before my

eyes, the old, aristocratic document, terminated with a huge wax
seal and rolled into a metal cylinder. The first letters of the
sentences were large and flourishing (we used to call it “fartzigt”).
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FOOTNOTES

1 Slownik Geograficzny, p. 716.

2 Alexandroni. Y., Se’er Augustow. There was another village named Mostky
in the district of Bialystok which King Zygmunt August also raised to the
rank of a city and named after himselr,

®Gelber, Dr. N. M. Occurences in East Galician Jewish Communities.
Gelber’ Dr. N. M. History of the Jews of Zolkiew, (Memorial Book).

¢ Gelber, Dr. N. M. History of the Jews of Zolkiew.

® Rabidowitz, Dr. Shimon, Kitvei Ranak, Igrot Moreh Nevuchei Ha’zman.

¢ Tolkes, Yeruham, “Avraham Goldberg”, Gazit, Nos. 11, 12, 5704 (1943).

" Mahler, Dr. Raphael, Der Kamf Tsvichen Haskala un Hassidut in Galitzia.

¢ Letteris, Meir Halevi, Zikaron Ba’sefer.

° Tolkes, Yeruham, “Avrahani Goldberg”, Gazit’ Nos. 11, 12, 5704 (1943;.

10 Ben-Pazi, Avraham (Goldberg), Rabanei Mosty. In the book “Shem
Mishmariya” on the events in the life of Rabbi Azriel, he tells what he heard
tfrom the elders of the town of Mosty.

11 Weingarten, Shmuel Hacohen, Arim V’Imahot B’Yisrael.
12 Ralendar Fiir Israeliten, Wien, 1897/98.

13 According to historical sources, a Jewish community existed in Mosty~
Wielkie from the 15th century on. We know that there were old tombstones of
famous rabbis in the cemetery. According to our fellow-member, Michael Tubisch
(Yannai), there was one wooden tombstone in the cemetery marking the grave
of a famous rabbi: “From time to time, in the month of Elul, Hassidim wouid
come to the cemetery, prostrate themselves on his grave, and replace the old
tombstone with a new wooden one”.

Avraham Ben-Pazi’s article, “Yad Vashem L’Kdoshei Ir Molad'ti Mosty-
Wielkie”, which appeared in the book “Shem Mishmariya” confirms this story.
It is recalled that in the Mosty cemetery there is the tombstone of a rabbi
who occupied the post of town rabbi in the 16th century. This rabbi (whose
name Ben-Pazi has forgotten) was a friend of the “Rama” (Rabbenu Moshe
Isserles), and all those in need of salvation would prostrate themselves on his
grave. In the month of Elul, his tomb would resound with the din of the
many visitors.

There in another source on the old cemetery, “D’var Yom B’Yomo”, by
Hayim Knoller from Premishlan, in which he mentions under the topic 17
Tishrei 5551 (1791) that the great head of the religious court, the learned
and righteous Reb Meir Bar Yosef Halevi died on that date. In this connection,
it should be noted that one tombstone in the old cemetery was that of a Rabbi
Meir who ministered to the Mosty community long after the rabbi mentioned
by Ben-Pazi. Rabbi Meir became the son-in-law in his second marriage of the
sanctified prophet, Reb Yitzhak Halevi Horowitz of Lublin, This Rabbi Meir
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Poles. She exists only in cur memories, she stands before our eye:

as she was when we left her long decades ago. /
We, the people of Mosty in Israel and abroad, the last

generation of its refugees, sev up a memorial to her in this book,

dedicated to our children, our children’s children, and the coming

generations.
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means. Furthermore, our town was famous for its hospitality. When a
visitor would come to spend the Sabbath with relatives, the neighbors
from near and far would send drinks to the family in his honor,
This pleasant custom made a good impression on the visitor who
saw himself as a guest of the whole town. When young people
from neighboring villages or from Lwow came to visit with the
Zionist circles they would meet with the town’s youth in the club
rooms, in their homes, or anywhere at all — and would find them-
selves enfolded in a warm and cordial atmosphere. The youth of
Mosty always made a fine impression on the guest.

The appearance of our young people in another town was
always pleasant and well-received. It would not be boasting to say
that Mosty’s younger generation was more progressive than that
of other towns, and its horizons were wider. Our youngsters
were thirsty for knowledge and open to new ideas, and it was

perhaps this quality that made them so successful in the company
of others.

Mosty was a small town, but its size was outweighed by its
lively cultural life. This was in evidence all week long, but most
especially on Sabbaths and holidays, when the young people would
attend lectures on various subjects. They would carry on discus-
sions and public debates which sometimes lasted for days on end,
and whose echoes reverberated in all the neighboring towns.

The holocaust which devastated our people in Europe did not
by-pass our little town. Our dear ones were shot and burned,
massacred and strangled, and put to death in all manner of strange
ways. Our community was destroyed and leveled to the ground.
Even the old cemetery was devastated and the tombstones taken
away, probably for use as paving stones or building materials for
the houses and yards of the gentiles who had a hand in the
destruction of Jewish Mosty.

Our Mosty, Jewish Mosty, is no more . Its inhabitants were
killed by the oppressors, with the help of the Ukrainians and the
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Congregation during the Sabbath service and warn them repeatedly,
in an agitated manner, to not allow themselves to be persuaded
to give their votes to the Zionists. The young people, the majority
of whom were Zionists, tried to disrupt the publicity campaign of
the Hassidim, but on the other hand those of the latter group who
were in autihority also had their hands in the matter and parti-
cipated actively, even too actively in the election campaiign among
the Jews of the town. On election day, they used to have a number
of Zionist activists arrested to prevent them from “disturbing” the
elections, according to their own interpretation of the word. A strong
effort was made to oring to the polls as many voters for the Zionist
list a3 possible, and it was pretty well known how many there
were. But in the evening, when the ballot boxes were opened, it
appeared that most of the votes given to the Zionist lists had
disappeared in a mysterious manner. In order to cover up the deceit,
a few of the votes for the Zionist list were left — to prove that
the elections were ‘“democratic”.

As soon as the elections were over, the city quieted down, and
the Jewish youth took up its normal activities again, without any
further molestation by the more religious groups.

The army barracks in Mosty, and afterwards the Police School
that was set up there, helped greatly to advance the economic life
of the city. There were very few really rich people in the town,
perhaps three or four well-to-do families in all. All the rest, or
the vast majority, were middie-class — in other words, small business
men and craftsmen who lived from the work of their own hands.
There were no really poverty-stricken people in Mosty. The town
had various charitable institutions which aided and sustained the
needy, but to be perfectly honest, there weren’t many pecple in need
of charity in our town. The town of Mosty was lucky in not possesing
abnormal types whom nature had cursed, such as the insane and
the maimed whom we used to come across in other towns.

Mosty had the reputation of being a clean town. The Jewish
homes were well-kept, even those whose owners were not people of
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of Poland. A contributine factor to Lwow’s influence on Mosty was,
without a doubt, the close economic connection between the two
cities. On any day of the week, there were Mosty merchants going
to Lwow to buy merchandise. The young people also paid frequent
visits to the big city, and thus came into contact with various
elements there which had an influence on them. The link between
Lwow and Mosty contributed greatly to the development of the
Jewish youth of our town, who organized themselves into an assort-
ment of political parties and yoﬁth associations, including the
General Zicnists, “Ha’or”, “Ahva”, “Gordonia”, “Betar”, “Ha’-
oved”, “Zeirei Agudat Yisrael” and others. The pioneering youth
organizations established hachsharot (agricultural training) bat-
talions in which a large proportion of the youth ‘“prepared itself”
to immigrate to the Land of Israel. There was a Hebrew school and
a Beit Ya’akov school, in which teachers from outside came to teach,
among them the Jewish poet, A. D. Werbner'’. Another teacher
of renown was Yitzhak Scheinfeld, a resident of Mosty.

Whan the Zionist youth movements were first established in
Mosty, the older generation, especially the Belz Hassidim, saw them
as straying from the true way of life which had been in existence
for generations. Nevertheless, they were quite tolerant of them, often
simply turning a blind eye to the existence of the Zionist organi-
zations, even though their activities were not to their liking.

The elections to the Polish “Sejm” (parliament) which took
place at frequent intervals livened up Jewish public life in our town.
The Zionists always appeared on an independent list as part of the
National Party, which the Belz Hassidim opposed with all their
might. The Rabbi of Belz used to issue a proclamation to the Jewish
voters with the slogan “Dina Demalchuta Dina” (“Obey the law of
the government”) by which he meant that the Jews should vote -for
the Polish Government Party.

During the election season, feelings in Mosty blazed up. The
stormy arguments focussed mainly in the Beit Midrash and the
Synagogue. The Chief Rabbi would call upon the members of the
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According to the figures in “Slownik Geograficzny” p. 716,
Mosty had 3,809 inhabitants in 1880, 490 uvf them Poles, 2,010 Uk-
rainians, and 1,309 Jews. The Calendar of Jewish Communities
published in Vienna in 1912 gives Mosty a Jewish population of
1,000 for that year. Gruinski’s figures on the Jewish population thus
differ greatly from the figures in the Calendar of Jewish Com-
munities. If Mosty had 1,061 Jews in 1880 (as given by Gruinski)
and 1,611 in 1900, it represents an increase of 609 in the course
of twenty years. It is therefore inconceivable ‘that there were only
1000 Jews in Mosty in 1912. However, according to the writer, Dr.
Avraham Chomat, who is presently writing a book in Yiddish
on the Jews of Galicia*®, the numbers presented in the Vienna
calendar are neither exact nor reliable. It is speculated that there
was a specific intention in those years to mask the exact number
of Jewish inhabitants due to various considerations, for example,
evasion of payment of the head tax or other levies. In addition, Jews
who had moved from the Russian area were not counted in the
census, as they did not have the right to settle permanently and
were thus not included in the population lists.

Between Two World Wars

Mosty drew its spiritual inspiration from two sources, the older
generation from Belz, and the younger generation from Lwow. The
physical nearness of our town to Belz had a not inconsiderable
influence on the delineation of the image of the Jewish population
and its behavior. Nevertheless, it could objectively be said that the
influence of Belz on Mosty was less striking than on other towns
of Eastern Galicia. Even the Belz Hassidim, so well-known for

their fanaticism and bigotry, exhibited more tolerance to the fresh
winds blowing through Jewish Mosty than their brethren did in

other places.

The younger generation imbibed its Zionist inspiration from
Lwow. After World War I, Lwow became the main Zionist center
of Galicia., and the second in importance, after Warsaw, in all
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Vice-Chairman, Benjamin Lauterpacht
“Bikur Cholim” (Aid to the Ill)
Chairman, Rabbi Jehiel Mund

Twelve Years Later, 1909/10 (56%0):

Chief Rabbi, Jehiel Mund

President of the Community, Chaskal Rappaport
Vice-President, Simon Muenz

Religious Teacher and Secretary, Jakob Rappaport

Institutions:

“Chevra Kadisza” (Buriel Society) — M. D. Bruckner
“Chevia Lina” — Moses Lieberman

“Bikur Cholim” — B. Seidel

Population: 1000

Income and Expenditures: 4000 Kronen

Synagogue, Beit Midrash, 3 prayer houses, cemetery more

than 300 years old’.

1912/13 (5673)

Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Isak Eberstark

President of the Community, Nuchim Gerner
Vice-President, Chaskal Rappaport

Secretary and Religious Teacher, Jakob Rappaport

“Chevva Kadisza” — Majer Schiffenbauer
“Chevia Lina” — Moses Perlmutter
“Bikur Cholim” — Asher Moshe Zinker

Population: 1000
Income and Expenditures: 7000 Kronen

The Population of Mosty-Wielkie in the years 1880 — 1890

(According to the book of Stanislaw Gruinski):
1880: 3,809 persons, of these 1,061 Jews (27.9%)
1890: 4,414 persons, of these 1,414 Jews (32.0%)
1900: 4,554 persons, of these 1,611 Jews (35.49%)
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the murdered man suspected Rabbi Azriel Greener (Green), the
town rabbi, of having a hand in the murder. It was Rabbi Azriel’s
misfortune that the police found on his table the Rambam’s book,
“Hayad Hahazaka” (“The Strong Hand”) open to the section on
halakhot rotzeach (the oral law on a murderer), which he was pro-
bably poring through on the night of the murder. Rabbi Azriel was
forced to flee the town, and had to hide away for quite a while
at the home of a Jew in a nearby village. Later on, he become
Rabbi of Monkatch, the capital of Carpatho-Russia, following the
departure of Rabbi Elimelech of Dinow from the post*. Rabbi
Azriel Greener ministered to the Monkatch community for ten
years. He was a gaon (a renowned and learned rabbi), eminent
in Torah. He wrote a book in the form of homilies, which remained
in handwritten form "'. He also wrote a haskama (agreement on a
point of religious practice) which was included in the books “Pri
Kodesh Hilu}im” and “Nachlat Azriel”. The change in the form
of prayer in a number of synagogues from Ashkenazic to the version
of Ha’ari is attributed to him. He died in Monkatch in 5601 (1841).
His tombstone bears the words, “He was great in Torah, Sinai, and
2 mover of mountains”.

The Jewish Community of Mosty-Wie[kie and Its Institutions
(As listed in the calendar published in Vienna by the Association
of Jewish Communities)'*:

For the Year 1897/98 (5658):
Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Jehiel Mund.
Chairman of the Community, Chaskal Rappaport.
Vice-Chairman, Simon Muenz.
Religious Teacher and Secretary, Pinkas Rappaport.

Institutions :

“Tomchei Dalym” (Support for the Needy)
Chairman, Heinrich Jolles
Vice-Chairman, Wigdor Gruber

“Chevra Lina” (Overnight Accommodation)
Chairman, Chaim Mann



XX Memorial Book

does not exist in the old, famous and learned populous communities
like Krakow, Lwow, Lublin, Brody, Tarnopol and others like them,
where they would not dare defy us but would le low like silent
dogs, unable to bark”.

In Meir Halevi Letteris’ book, ‘“Zikaron Ba’sefer”, a case
of the murder of a Maskil of Mosty by the fanatic Hassidim is
described *. This deed shook the Ranak and his followers, especially
Avraham Goldberg, whose life was possibly also endangered since
he was so active among the youth of Mosty °. The Ranak advises
Goldberg to overcome his persecutors “with the axes of my beliefs”.
His mentor’s encouraging words caused Goldberg to devote himself
with all his soul to eliminating the stumbling blocks and overcoming
all the obstacles which stood in the way of his “haskala”. He me-
ditated and searched in German literature and, with an excess of
love, in the works of the Rambam. And if he came across a difficult
subject in the course of his studies, he turned to the “lion” of his
group, the Ranak, who illuminated the matter for him. Goldberg’s
poetic talent expressed itself in two satires : “Ma’aseh Tsafon” and
“Ma’aseh Rokeach” which were published in 1848. He died in Rawa-
Ruska in the year 5610 (1850). The works he left behind were sen-
tenced to be burned by his son — who did not follow in his father’s
footsteps.

With regard to the murder of the Maskil of Mosty mentioned
above, another version of the event is given by fellow-townsman,
Avraham Ben-Pazi (Goldberg). Ben-Pazi claims that the murder
took place, rather, on the background of a dispute with the invest-
igators for the candle tax, who often caused misery to the Jews in
the course of collecting the tax. Such incidents occurred in other
towns as well, the investigators going so far as to confiscate Sabbath
candlesticks and to inform the authorities about non-payment
of the tax.

In these straits, the Jews sometimes decided to take revenge
on the investigators. In the above case, an investigator in Mosty
was murdered and his body dumped into a pit. The relatives of
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He exacts a special payment for every transaction, and he has
succeeded in convincing his sympathizers to leave the synagogue
and to meet for prayers only in the Beit Midrash, due to his
exaggerated religious fanaticism. He married off his son, Shimon,
without a government license”.

This letter of Herbst’s to the authorities created a storm in
Mosty and started a wave of vilification and persecution of Maskilim
in the town, carried out fanatically and vigorously. The Hassidim
threatened to excommunicate Avraham Goldberg, a leading Maskil.
and to make him an outcast for reading and distributing Haskalic
literature. They fell upon him, burning all the books of the Haskala
in his possession.

Rabbi Nachman Krochmal was exceedingly pained at this
act. He became angry at his pupil, and wroie to him, “Why did
this act frighten you, and why are you so afraid of them that
it weakened you to the point that you gave over your good, pure
bhooks for burning ?”

Krochmal felt that bis pupil had acted wrongly, for “his un-
becoming cowardice made it easier for the fanatics to persecute
the young Maskilim. A young 20-year-old like him should be the
aggressor, and not let himself be harrassed like a flea. So embittered
and rebellious did he become in the village of Mosty, that we could
not trust him to serve as one of the sextons in our Beit Midrash”.

The Ranak continues, “It is not true that the Hassidim are
numerous and that they rule the nation despotically. Upon my word,
not only is their namc unknown in the cities of Ashkenaz (Ger-
many), and may God protect the heads of our Jewish communities,
but they have also failed to gain the upper hand in our land, except
in towns like the famous Mosty and Libitz the elegant where
they made some headway and struck deep roots among the village
folk who live on the border of Hungary. In the wild lawless
Wallachian lands and on the steppes of the UKraine (they
have succeeded) in the new settlements recently established by
new refugees and exiles from neighboring lands. This situation
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young people of the town. As might have been expected, he met
with strong opposivion from the Belz Hassidim who were known
for their fanaticisn: and bigotry in matters of religion and the
Jewish way of life. The zealous Hassidim didn’t shrink from using
any means, even slander, when “Yiddishkeit” was in danger,
in their oyinion. In order to get rid of Avraham Goldberg, together
with his influence on the youth of the town, they informed the
authorities that he had evaded army service. It seems that the
Ranak intervened, however, and had him freed. This is borne
out by a letter from the learned S. Bik of Zolkiew to the learned
Shimshon Bloch of Kulikow, in which he advised the latter to
come to Rabbi Nachman Krochmal who would see to his being
freed, just as he had freed Avraham Goldberg.

It is appropriate to note, at this point, that not only the
Hassidim used the weapon of slander against their opponents;
the other side also resorted to this contemptible means. The truth
of the matter is that the weapon of informing on someone to the
authorities was used by both sides in a number of Galician towns
and cities *, and arrests were made as a consequence. In Dr. Raphael
Mahler’s book, Der Kamf Tzvishen Haskala un Hassidut (The War
between Haskaia and Hassidism), rage 212, he cites the text of
an authentic document of informing on a person in Mosty. It reads
as follows:

“Haim Herbst of Mosty reports to the authorities that a Jew
by the name of Ya’acov Grunem has been living in the town of
Mosty for two years. He came from Tomashow in Poland, and
posed as a religious inspector and supervisor (mashgiah). He incited
the Jewish population to rebel against the orders and laws of the
government, an act which caused injury to the treasury of the
state. He curses the inspectors (most probably the candle inspectors)
and excommunicates them. He puts Meir Ba’al Ha'ness charity
collection boxes into the homes of the people and collects money
ones, opposed the collection of money for this particular charity).

for Jerusalem (according to our sources, the maskilim, enlightened
ones, opposed the collection of money for this particular charity).
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to buy lots, estates and land. Those whose requests were granted
were: Hirsh and Pauia Gabel; Hirsh Frostig of Mosty-Wielkie;
S. and R. Hoffman from Rawa-Ruska; Katz and Schweitzer from
Zolkiew; Hayim Goldberg, the community leader (parness) of
Zolkiew; Walderer, the district community leader of Lubaczow;
and Plaster and Greental from Zolkiew.

Hassidim and Maskilim °. )

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Belz became
the most important Hassidic center of Eastern Galicia with the
foutiding of the hatzer (courtyard) of Rabbi Shalom Rokach oi
righteous and blessed memory. Except for a few individuals who
sought haskala (enlightenment), Mosty adhered faithfully to the
Belz Hassidic movement for as long as Belz continued to exist. A
small minority of Mosty’s Hassidim strayed from the straigh? and
narrow path of the Belz movement, and joined the hatzer of
the Hushatiner Hassidim.

It is historical fact that the Haskala (Enlightenment) movement
sprang up at about the same time as the Hassidic movement.
The cradle of Hassidism, however, was in the Ukraine and from
there it branched out and spread to Poland, Galicia and Hungary.
The Haskala, on the other hand, was born in Germany and spread
slowly throughout Eastern Europe, never becoming a mass move-
ment like its opponent, Hassidism.

At the end of the 18th and beginning of the 19th century,
the Haskala reached Galicia and by chance — or perhaps not
by chance — our area was one of its focuses. The reason for
this, of course, was that in 1798, Rabbi Nachman Krochmal (Ranak)
settled in Zolkiew. A native of Brody, Rabbi Krochmal was one of
the learned rabbis who laid the ideological foundations of the
Haskala in Galicia. His home in Zolkiew was open to all those
who came to seek enlightenment from near and far. One of his
most famous foliowers was the learned Avraham Goldberg °, a native
of Rawa-Ruska who moved to Zolkiew and. from there to Mosty,
where he worked to spread the doctrines of the Haskala to the
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was paid special fees for various services and for registering births,
marriages and deaths. The amount paid for the registration de-
pended on the economic category of the registrant, with rates set
on a sliding scale of 5, 7, 15 and 30 kreutzer respectively. The Rabbi
also received a fee for issuing certificates to hazanim, slaughterers,
and so on.

The District Rabbi was exempted from paying the taxes of
the community, but if his wife or any of his trustees kept a place
of business, they had to pay the regular business taxes. The
Rabbi, according to the law, was forbidden to request gifts or any
form of payment for arranging marriages and divorces.

The yearly salaries received by the religious judges in the
other communities of the district of Zolkiew were as follows:
Mosty-Welkie — 148 florins; Belz — 170 florins; Cieszanow — 150
florins; Krystynopol — 176 florins; Kulikow — 160 florins; Nie-
mirow — 104 florins; Oleszyce — 25 florins; Tartakow — 40 florins;
Sokal — 170 florins; Uhnow — 129 florins; Warenz — 57 florins.

In 1788, a census was carried out all over Galicia. There
are figures only on the total number of Jews in each district, and
no breakdown is made by cities in each district. In the district of
Zolkiew which contained 16 communities, 3377 Jewish families
consisting of 16,157 souls were enumerated. There were 1662 Jewish
families who paid taxes according to category A; 124 according
to category B; and 65 according to category C. 1516 families were
so poor that they were exempted from paying taxes.

In independent Poland, the Jews paid a head tax of 30
kreutzer per person. During the first tax year after the Austrian
conquest, in 1774, the head tax was raised to one florin per person,
and it had to be paid even on children from the age of one yehr.
The Jews of Galicia paid a total head tax of 41,178 florins that
year. In 1776, the head tax was converted into a tolerance tax
and an income tax.

After the Jews were empowered to acquire real estate in
the year 1860, Jews in the district of Zolkiew applied for permission
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family came to 250 gulden. Every group of between 25 — 40 family
heads was obliged to pay for the settlement of one family.

Ninety years later, in 1882, only ten of the families settled
on the land at the expense of the community were still engaged
in agriculture in in all of the district of Zolkiew, and not even one
family which had settled at its own expense was still engaged in
farming by that time.

‘In 1785, administrative changes were made in Galicia ‘. The
state ‘was divided into 18 districts. The city of Zolkiew was desig-
nated as the capital of the tenth district which contained the
following towns: Mosty-Wielkie, Kulikow, Magierow, Niemerow, Kry-
stynopol, Sokal, Tartakow, Warenz, Belz, Uhnow, Oleszyce, Lubaczow,
Cieszanow, and Lidski.

According to the “Jewish Regulations” of 1789, each district
was to be headed by the regional rabbi. In the other locations, the
religious judges or the hazanim served as heads of the communities.
The District Rabbis and the community heads were chosen for three-
year terms of office, but whereas the community heads were elected
only by the Jewish property owners, the rabbis were elected by all
the Jews in the district. The first Chief Rabbi ci the district of
Zolkiew was Rabbi Zvi Meislisch.

The District Rabbi was responsible for looking after the reli-
gious needs of the community, for keeping the birth lists, for
registering marriages and deaths in the German language, for
supervising the functioning of those whose work was connected
with Jewish law such as kosher slaughterers, hazanim (singers of
prayers in the synagogue), sextons and religious teachers. He was
also empowered to carry out excommunications, though only by
order of the authorities, and to administer oaths in the synagogue
with regard to testimony on political matters.

The yearly salary of the District Rabbi amounted to 400
florins, with a bonus of 150 gulden. He was assisted by a religious
judge whose yearly salary was 208 florin$, in addition to special
payment for giving sermons. Besides his regular salary, the Rabbi
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prohibition on their keeping of taverns. In order to attract them
to agriculture, the tolerance tax of the Jewish farmers was reduced
by 50%, and later the emperor cancelled the tolerance tax entirely.

In 1785, when thousands of Jewish families were left without
any source of income in the wake of the new Jewish rulings, the
emperor took a special step to settle them in agriculture. He worked
out a plan to establish 1400 Jewish families throughout Galicia
on the land. The Jewish communities in the district of Zolkiew
were obligated to assign 75 families as their quota for the settlement
project.

By 1792, Mosty, Zolkiew and the other communities in the
district had managed to fulfil the quota set for them. In a special
report sent by the Governor of Galicia to Vienna, he states that
the Jews of the district would carry out their obligation to supply
the number of settlers required of them in the framework of the
plan. In July 1792, an order was given to the Governor to express
his esteem to the authorities of the Zolkiew district for their success
in carrying out their orders in the matter of Jewish resettlement.

In the district of Zolkiew, 75 Jewish families were settled
on 63 tracts. They included 113 men and 113 women, plus 62 boys
and 75 girls under the age of 18. The settlers received 75 houses,
75 cow barns and granaries, and 75 sets of tools for agricultural
work. They were also supplied with 144 horses, 162 bulls and 248
COWS.

When the arrangements were completed, the satisfied Count
Furstenbusch announced to the Viennese Government Council that
the district of Zolkiew had been exceptional in mobilizing Jewish
settlers to the project. These settlers were divided according to
location as follows: Zolkiew — 11 families; Kulikow — 5; Magierow
— 4; Rawa-Ruska — 8; Niemirow — 3; Mosty-Wielkie — 2; Krysty-
nopol — 5; Sokal — 8; Tartakow — 4; Warenz — 4; Belz — 4;
Uhnow — 3; Oleszyce — 5; Lubaczow — 3; Cieszanow — 3; Lidski — 3.
I The expenses of the settlement scheme were charged to the
communities involved. It was estimated that the settlement of each
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of the tax rates. The list of rights includes the following statement:
“Should Jews choose to live in this city, thay are entitled to benefit
from all the laws and rights, and from the freedom granted to
the Jews of Belz”. In 1576, King Stephan Batory confirmed all
the privileges granted to the Jews by King Zygmunt August, and
in 1578 he renewed their license to sell drinks — beer and mead
— as well as their right to engage in trade and in handicrafts.
Five years later, in 1583, he granted them additional rights, and fifty
years later, in 1633, King Wladyslaw IV gave legal force to the
privilegés that King Stephan Batory had granted to the Jews of
Mosty. These privileges included: the right to own land and buildings
and the right to buy, sell and maintain synagogues and cemeteries
(Usum Synagogae et loci sepulturae) in accordance with the laws
and rights granted to Jews by earlier kings.

Statistics of the year 1628 reveal that the Christian inhabitants
of the town paid taxes amounting to 193 gulden, 9 grush and §$
den, while the Jewish house owners paid 10 gulden and Jewish
tenants paid 9 gulden. There were, in that year, two Jewish tax-
payers in Mosty, one of them a house owner, and the other a
tenant. In 1600, there were army barracks and a beer factory
in Mosty.

In the 17th century, the town possessed weaving mills, and
at the beginning of the 19th cenvury, turpentine, asphalt, coal and
other mineral derivatives were manufactured in Mosty.

The Jewish Community of Mosty under the Rule of the
Austrian Empire ° :

In 1772, the year in which huge sections of Poland were
taken over by Russia, Prussia and Austria, Galicia became part of
the Austrian Empire Emperor Joseph II made changes and set
limitations to the rights the Jews had enjoyed under the kings of
Poland. One of the basic changes he made was the transfer of
some of the Jews of Galicia to agricultural work. In this way, the
“enlightened” emperor hoped to indemnify the Jews for the loss
of their livelihood, which they suffered as a consequence of his
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AVRAHAM ACKNER
Tel Aviv

HISTORY OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF MOSTY-WIELKIE
From Its Early Beginnings to Its Destruction

The Distant Past :

The town of Mosty-Wielkie ' lies in the district of Zolkiew.
The Rata River passes through it, and is a tributary of the Bug
River which flows into the Wisia.

Mosty is located in a low-lying area whose heavy soil is rich
in peat. It is surrounded by forests, rivers and sand dunes.

The Rata River crosses the town in two places, and long
wooden bridges connect the two sections. It is from this feature
that Mosty-Wielkie derives its name, which means “Big Bridges”
in Polish,

Mosty-Wielkie was founded as a village in 1472. When the
Tatars invaded Poland, the village was completely destroyed. It
was built anew after its liberation from the Tatars, and from then
on it began to grow and develop so rapidly, that in a relatively
short time, in the year 1549, King Zygmunt August raised it to the
rank of a city, naming it Augustow ® after himself. He granted it
“Magdeburg Rights”, which included, among other things, a lowering
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by the waters of Babylon and later on in the other lands of dispersion,
wrote books on Eretz Israel. Everything they wrote was connected
with this land, where their roots were. They wrote of the land
with love and longing. Since the holocaust, Jews in Eretz Israel
are writlng hundreds of books, and again with love and longing.
This constant continuity of the present with the past, this faith
in the magic power of words to bring the dead back to life —
perhaps this is the secret of the strength of the Jews — the eternal
people”,

We give thanks to all those who contributed spiritually and
materially in the publication of this book. We are grateful, in
particular, to Dr. Avraham Hometl, who gave generously of his time
to furnish us with valuable historic material on our town, and
who also contributed greatly to the preparation of the book with
his advice and guidance.

The Memorial Book of the Jews of Greater Mosty is a collective
effort on the part of those who remain of our defunct community.
Most of the articles were written by people who are not .professional
writers. There are repetitions, inaccuracies, even contradictions —
faults impossible to prevent in such a book.

We have done our best, but unfortunately we had neither
the time nor the means to broaden the scope of the collection and
to enhance it. Of our splendid community, only islands of ruins
are left. Even the cemetery was destroyed down to its foundations.
The burial places of those murdered in the holocaust are completely
unknown.

There is a living monument to our dear ones, who perished
In dignity in the catastrophe which struck the House of Israel.
This monument is our own nation, which will remain a secure
refuge for our people forever.
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schools, all of which served to keep the Jews independent of the
regimes under which they lived.

At a time when the gentiles around them did not even know
the meaning of the words “mutual aid”, every Jewish community
had established voluntary charitable institutions to visit and aid
the ill (Bikur Holim), to give a free night’s lodging to the homeless
(Linat Ha’'Tzedek), to aid poor brides (Hachnasat-Kalah), to supply
food to the poor on holidays (M’ot Hitin), to give charity secretly
(Matan B’Seter) and many other things from which every needy
person would benefit. All these served to carry out the avowed rule
of the Torah: “And if your brother becomes poor, and cannot
maintain himself with you, you shall maintain him; ... he shall
live with you...” (Leviticus 25:35).

With the kind permission. of the author, Aharon Megged,
we should like to quote excerpts from his article “Kadish for the
Communities of the Galut”, on the subject of memorial books:

“Several days ago, in Saul Bellow’s lecture at the PEN Congress
in Jerusalem, he remarked that in this generation, in which such
multitudes are killed that they are counted in round numbers, one
of the functions of literature is ‘redempﬁon of the individual victim’,
to grant him life again, to remove him from numerical anonymity,
and to return to him the full meaning and happiness of his life.

“In another form, this function is also performed by these
memorial books. They redeem communities, and they redeem the
individuals in them. I think of this wonderful phenomenon, so
unique that I believe no other people has repeated it: A handful
of the remnants of a small communitﬁr gets together, chooses a
committee, collects testimonies, and puts them together ‘bone to
its bone’, in order to cover the sinews and flesh with skin. With
boundless devotion, with love, they publish a large, ornate book,
designated only for themselves and for the archives — a project
of letters and words, each one steeped with much love and many
longings, to say nothing of tears.

“After the destruction of the Temple, the Jews sitting
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final chapter — the holocaust and the destruction — because
so very few of the community survived, coals pulled from the fire
at the last moment. To our deep regret, these few did not comply.
as we had hoped they would, with our many requests for personal
testimony, so that we could have a faithful record for future
generations of what the cursed cohorts of Hitler had done to the
Jews of Mosty-Wielkie in the enlightened twentieth century, before
the eyes of the whole world.

The sudden death in the United States of our fellow towns-
man and dear friend, the writer and journalist, Moshe Starkman
(Hazkoni), deprived the book of valuable material. He had been
preparing to write an exhaustive article on his life in Mosty-Wielkie,
entitled “Mosty — My Enchanted Town”. He did not live to put
his thoughts on paper, and the memorial book is poorer for the loss.

Our town was the very embodiment of full and lively Jewish
town life, and we have spared no effort to make the book faith-
fully reflect the rich, varied activities of our community. It is our
fervent hope that our children and children’s children will concern
themselves with it, and that they will take pride and interest in
their fathers and grandfathers who, despite the difficult conditions
and the distress of galut life, succeeded in creating a way of
life so well organized that it could have served as an example for
many an independent nation.

Purely as a voluntary endeavor, and despite the efforts of the
ruling powers to put obstacles in their way, our forefathers managed
to set up a sort of nation within a nation, based on their own free
choice and readiness to live according to Jewiss Oral Law ((Halacha)
and its rulings. A Jew who lived his life within the limits of the
laws and customs of his own people had practically nothing to do with
the laws of the gentiles; every dispute was settled by the Jewish
religious courts (Batei-Ha’din).To further their children‘s education,
our forefathers established elementary one-room schools (Heders),
religious intermediate schools (Talmud Torahs) religious colleges
(Yeshivas), and in the later periods, modern Hebrew and Yiddish
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With deepest reverence, we present this Memorial Book of
Mosty-Wielkie to the remnants of our town in Eretz Israel and the
Diaspora. It is intended, as well, for the future historian who will
one day chronicle the last tragic chapter of the history of the Jews
of Poland, in their hopeless struggle and their death convulsions
during the most dreadful period of the long Eastern European
Jewish galut. Our town, Mosty-Wielkie, was an organic and integral
part of this episode.

In the course of four years, we have collected and edited
material for the memorial book. At the annual memorial meetings
for the martyrs of our town, the question is always asked: When
will we raise the true monument, not of stone, but in the form
of a book of remembrances of our parents, our brothers and our
sisters who were burned at the stake? We asked ourselves: Won’t
we, the last generation of Mosty, be able to do what the Jewish
survivors of other communities, large and small, have done?

The aim we had set for ourselves was difficult, even fright-
ening. The first and hardest problem was tracking down the
material for the book. We contacted all the former inhabitants of
our town in Israel and abroad ; we searched the archives of uni-
versities and of various libraries; we collected every document,
every official paper connected with our community. Little by little,
we attached one item to another, connecting and piecing together
the bits and pieces of information until, after a tremendous effort
and a huge amount of research, we succeeded in building up this
memorial to the lives cut short — a monument to the sanctified
community of Greater Mosty.

We well know that despite all our efforts, we have not suc-
ceeded in recreating a full picture of the life of our town at its
peak. There is a paucity of information, as well, on the town’s
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...Write this as a memorial in a book...

(Exodus XVII: 14)
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“Oh that my head were waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears,
that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter
of my people!’”

(Jeremiah IX : I)
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