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Some 45 years ago Isracl Sadan 9"t met my late father Dr. Jacob Braude in London and convinced him that the
concept of a yeshiva high school was vital to the furtherance of Jewish religious education in Israel. Based on
Torah im Dereck Eretz and originally set up as a Mizrachi affiliated establishment. Israel Sadan was the pioneer
of this type of educational idea in Israel in 1945 when he founded the Midrashiat Noam in Pardess Hanna.
Together with Rav Yehoshua Yogel R"0YW who was the first Rosh Yeshiva (and is still active to this day), Mr.
Sadan slowly but surely developed the Midrashia to the highly impressive educational monolith with over 1000
sutdents that it is today.

My father established the Friends of the Midrashia in England in 1952, at the home of the then Chief Rabbi Dr. Israel
Brodie 9"1. Several colleagues from other communal organizations joined the committee which was formed mainly
to raise funds.

A close connection developed between Israel Sadan and my father and they became firm friends. Regular reports
on the progress being made in the U.K. were sent to Israel, and my father nurtured possible contacts which in
some cases took years to bring to fruition.

Convinced that the Midrashia provided an ideal education, my parents sent me to Israel in 1956 to join the school,
and so began the second generation connection. I too became friendly with the Sadans and their home became
mine during holidays.

Whilst persuing some background to this article I came across some fascinating minutes of a meeting which took
place in 1975 and I quote the following extract:

"...referred to the foundation of the Friends in England when the aim was to send

100,000 to Israel for the Midrashia. After over 20 years we are nearing a total amount of 1 million...!"

Andrew Braude,
chairman Friends of the Midrashia in England
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