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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The Nature of the Undertaking

One of the major trends which has emerged in the
study of American Jewish history since the end of the Second
World War has been an interest in community studies. A
number of these studies have emerged, examples of which

are New York,1 Charleston,2 Rochester,3 Philadelphia,4

lﬂyman B. Grinstein, The Rise of the Jewish Com-
munity in New York (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication
Society of America, 1945).

2Charles Reznikoff, The Jews of Charleston: A
History of an American Jewish Community (Philadelphia:
e Jewish Publication Society of America, 1950).

Th
3Stuart E. Rosenberg, The Jewish Community in
Rochester, 1845-1925 (New York: Columbia University Press,

1954).

4Edwin Wolf 2nd and Maxwell Whiteman, The History
of the Jews of Philadelphia from Colonial Times to the
Age of Jackson (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication
Society of America, 1957).




Utica,? Buffalo,® Milwaukee,’ New Orleans,® Hartford,?

Los Angeles,10 1

Baltimore, and the small rural communities
of New Jersey.12

A perusal of the titles of these works shows that
the majority of them deal with large urban communities.
The one major exception is Brandes' work whose interest
was mainly with small rural communities. Clearly, there

exists a void when we consider that a sizeable proportion

5S. Joshua Kohn, The Jewish Community in Utica,
New York, 1847-1948 (New York: American Jewish Historical

Society, 1959).

6Selig Adler and Thomas E. Connolly, From Ararat
to Suburbia: The Histo of the Jewish Community of Buffalo
Phi%adelphia: The Jewish Publication Society of America,
1960).

7Louis J. Swichkow and Lloyd P. Gartner, The
History of the Jews of Milwaukee (Philadelphia: The Jewish
blication Society of America, 1963).

8Bertram Wallace Korn, The Early Jews of New
Orleans (Philadelphia: The American Jewish Historical
Society, 1969).

9Morris Silverman, Hartford Jews, 1659-1970 (Hart-

ford: The Connecticut Historical Society, 1970).

loMax Vorspan and Lloyd P. Gartner, History of
the Jews of los Angeles (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publi-
cation Society of America, 1970).

11Isaac M. Fein, The Making of an American Jewish
Community: The History of Baltimore Jewry from 1773 to

1920 (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society of
America, 1971).

12Joseph Brandes, Immigrants to Freedom: Jewish
Communities in Rural New Jersey Since 1882 (Philadelphia:

The Jewish Publication Society of America, 1971).




of Jews settled in the smaller communities around the
United States. These communities cannot be considered
rural, nor do they constitute populations sizeable enough

to fall under the rubric of large urban communities. One

such small town settled by Jews was Middletown, Connecticut,
the subject of this work.

In the minds of many, American Jewish history is
typically viewed as having taken place in the context of
the large urban centers such as New York, Chicago, and
Philadelphia. Although this is true to a great extent,

universally,13

the Jewish saga in America will remain in-
complete until more attention is paid to the smaller com-
munities.

During the height of immigration into America,
between 1899 and 1910, 923,549 immigrants or 86 per cent
of the total gave the North Atlantic states as their des-

tination.1l?4

During the twenty-year period 1886-1906,
669,453 people or 72.9 per cent stated that they wished
to remain in New York, while 248,935 individuals or 27.1

per cent claimed that they wished to settle in other

13Arthur Ruppin, The Jews of Today (New York: Henry

Holt and Company, 1913), pp. 98-105.

14Samuel Joseph, Jewish Immigration to the United
States, from 1881-1910, doctoral dissertation (New York:
Columbia University, 1914), p. 149.
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areas.15 Between 1889 and 1910, Connecticut was the choice

of 16,254 or 1.6 per cent of the arrivals.16

Many of the
future Connecticut residents probably moved to Hartford,
New Haven, and Bridgeport, while others settled in the
small communities such as Middletown.

The experience of these small towners is an integral
part 6f the development of American Jewry. Small town
Jewry has been making its contribution financially, cul-
turally, and spiritually to the American scene but has
gone relatively unnoticed by students of history.

Today, there are virtually no carefully executed
studies of the historical development of small town Jewry.
Something of what we know can be drawn from Sophia Robison's
edited book entitled Jewish Population Studies,'” which is
a collection of Jewish demographic data on ten cities.
Bessie Bloom Wessel's article in the above cited volume
addresses itself to the demographic position of the Jews
in the relatively small Connecticut communities of New
London and Norwich in 1938 and is of particular value for

our purposes, as is a study of the Jews of Stamford,

15
16

17Sophia M. Robison, ed., Jewish Population Studies
(New York: Conference on Jewish Relations, 1943).

Ibid., p. 151.

&

id., p. 150.




Connecticut, done by the late Samuel Koenig18 during that
same era. We nevertheless are in no position to answer
very much about the demographic and economic patterns of
the communities no less discern to what degree such Jews
deviated from the patterns their coreligionists developed
in larger cities. This study is a case history of one
very small town, Middletown, Connecticut. Of its purposes,
the principal one is to describe the patterns these Jews
created using readily available vital statistics and City
Directories for which constituent data are available on
an annual basis.

As a group, Jews tend to be among the most highly
educated, self-conscious, and articulate. Among the con-
comitants of high relative proportions and education are
three factors. One is an increased influence upon the
political, economic, ahd social development of the community,
two is the tendency to leave extensive documentation, and
three is the possession of a critical mass of scholars
interested in working on the history of such areas. Gen-
erally speaking, Jews in the small communities didnot
constitute high relative proportions, did not leave ex-

tensive documentation, nor did they possess a critical

18Salmel Koenig, "The Socioeconomic Structure of
an American Jewish Community,” in Jews in a Gentile World,
ed. by Isacque Graeber (New York: Macmillan, 1942), pp.
200-242.




mass of scholars interested in researching them.

This is unfortunate in terms of a definitive his-
tory of the development of the American Jewish saga. The
Small community played an inextricable role in the develop-
ment of American Jewish history. It provided opportunities
for those desiring a new start away from the urban centers
and helped many a large Jewish manufacturer to popularize
his product. The Jews in the small communities continued
to fulfill their historical precedent of giving aid and
comfort to many itinerant Jews. Among the first to acknowl-
edge the potential contribution of the small communities
were the charitable organizations based in the large urban

areas who regularly and to this day sent "meshulachim,"

fund raisers, to these areas.

The contribution of the small town extends far
beyond the pecuniary dimension. Many of today's religious
and social leaders in the Jewish community never stepped
foot into a large urban area for any period of time until
they enrolled in institutions of higher learning located
in the urban areas. These individuals did not grow up in
a vacuum but rather represent the product of a certain
socio-cultural milieu, one which deserves our attention.

If the norm is big city life, what unique charac-
teristics, if any, can we attribute to those Jews who

settled in the smaller communities? On what dimensions



can they be considered deviant from the general non-Jewish
population? For example, did they marry later in life,

die from different causes, have larger families, live in
distinct areas and get involved in only certain occupations?
The design of this study precludes a comparison on these
_dimensions with the larger community. On the other hand,

it does provide the beginnings of a model for the develop-
ment of the rest of the community as a control. The work
is done in the hope that future studies may be replicated
on other small towns. Hopefully some day carefully designed
studies comparing the Jewish development in larger towns
can be compared with those in smaller ones and we will be
somewhat closer to a fuller understanding of the history

of the Jews in America.

The Plan of the Work

Determining the sequence of the various elements
of such a work presents its own set of challenges. On
one hand, this study represents an attempt to reconstruct
the history of the ethnic group of one small town, while
on the other hand the mature of the data which were needed
in ordervto begin such a reconstruction do not lend them-
selves readily to the writing of a traditional historical
discourse. It was, therefore, decided to present the data

in terms of the life history of an individual reminiscent



in many ways of Haeckel's statement that "ontogeny reca-
pitulates phylogeny."

Having already discussed the nature of our problem,.
we will begin with a broad statement of some of the method-
ological problems encountered and how the author attempted
to deal with them. We will then discussrsome of the physical
attributes of Middletown, such as size and location, fol-
lowed by a brief history of this small community. A synoptic
perusal of the Jews in nineteenth century Europe follows.

The next five chapters reflect the life history of an indi-
vidual dealing with birth, occupation, marriage, occupa-
tional mobility, and death, as these processes relate to the
Jews of Middletown. A summary and concluding chapter ends
the work.

Each chapter includes a brief discussion of the
methodology used to gather the data. These discussions
allude to specific appendices which offer further elabora-
tion as to formating for IBM computers and the programs

written specifically to handle the data.



CHAPTER II

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In this chapter we describe how the aims and pur-
poses of the study were realized. Every research endeavor
presents a unique constellation of both expected and un-
anticipated problems and this one proved not to be an
exception. There are frequently no set procedures for
the researcher to follow. The problems encountered and
the procedures employed to solve them will be discussed.

The process of describing the patterns of a pro-
portionately small ethnic group within a comparatively
small community is both unique and challenging. Salo
Baron1 has addressed himself to some of the problems in-
volved in writing small communal biographies.

Communal autobiographies, like those of individuals,

often suffer from acute failure of memory and nerve.
Entire stretches of their respective lives and a great
many intimate details are either forgotten or, consciously
or subconsciously, suppressed. Communal experiences,

are often blurred in the members' collective memory by
serious interruptions in the continuity of their family

1Charles Reznikoff, The Jews of Charleston: A

History of an American Jewish Community (Philadelphia:
The Jewish Publication Society of America, 1950), p. iii.
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affiliations and the absence of genuine interest in
the historic factors shaping their common destinies.

In the case of the Jews of Middletown, there are very few
records between 1900 and 1930, and practically none at all
for the nineteenth century. In order to gather the material
for this study, the following techniques were used in a
three year search:

1. The rabbi of the community made announcements
periodically from the pulpit urging congregants to come
forward with records, articles, or other materials. These
announcements were supplemented with further publicity about
the study in the synagogue bulletin, in the Middletown

Press, and the Hartford Jewish Ledger. These requests

yielded very little in the way of response.

2. Many hours were spent talking with leaders of
'the Jewish community in Middletown, particularly those of
advanced age. A number of these discussions were recorded
on tape, while others involved extensive note-taking. Most
people were pleased that their opinions and judgments were
deemed worthy of recording.

3. Articles and volumes owned by the Middlesex
Historical Society, including items in the Frank Farnsworth
Starr Genealogical Collection, were carefully read for
clues to the history of the Middletown Jews. Further read-
ing took place at the Russell Library in Middletown, the
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Connecticut State Library in Hartford, and the extensive
Sterling Memorial Library at Yale University.

4. An additional source of information was the
vital statistics foytunately required by law. These data
are commonly on file in the health department of each city
and include among them certificates of birth, marriage,
and death. Information on these documents is usually
complete, generally includes most of the major social
variables, and is gathered for most people, especially in
modern times. Permission to examine marriage and death
certificates was readily given by health department of-
ficials, but this was not so in the case of birth certifi-
cates. The law bars everyone from reviewing birth certifi-
cates except for members of the legal and medical profes-
sions and certain duly elected officials. It was only
through the good offices of the presiding judge of probate,
Judge Stanaczewsky, acting at the request of the Corporation
Counsel Harry Edelberg, that access to these important
data was permitted. (Appendix A represents Judge Stanaczew-
sky's letter of permission.) I agreed to three conditions:
no person residing in the community either presently or in
the past or having any relatives who were part of the com-
munity was to assist in the data gathering; no names were
ever to be divulged; and the information was to be used

only for statistical purposes.
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5. Another source of information recorded over
time is the City Directory. On deposit in Middletown's
Russell Library are all the volumes of the City Directory

dating back to 1870. These books were published annually
except in a few instances and are divided into two major
categories—an index of all the residents of the community
18 years of age and over, and a business section listing
commercial establishments. Included in the list of resi-
dents is the name, address, occupation, name of employer,
and place of employment. The business section of the
directory contains a title for each generic type of business
and occupation with a listing of the groups of businesses
of professionals pursuing that line of trade or occupation.
The important procedure, of course, in assessing
all of these data was the identification of those residents
of Middletown over the years who were Jewish. The use ofA
names as a sole indicator is a technique fraught with error.
Many non-Jews have Jewish-sounding names. This is particu-
larly prevalent among early German Protestants whose sur-
names sounded Jewish and complicated matters further by
giving their children Biblical first names. On the other
bhand, many Jews anglicized their names. Thus, Joseph Burns
might be a Jew, while Abraham Schoenfeld might be a Gentile.
Still other Jews names their children after prominent non-

Jews, thus producing Herbert Spencer, followed by a surname.
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Further complicating the problem of identification of Jews
by name is intermarriage. A Jew might have undergone con-
version and baptism while retaining his Jewish-sounding
name. The converse of this situation is the child of a
Jewish mother and Gentile father who bears the non-Jewish
sounding name but is brought up in his mother's faith.

In addition, many names are difficult to identify ethnically.
Halabi is a Turkish name which might or might not have its
root in Halevi and thus might or might not be Jewish.
Finally, there are the non-Jewish sounding names bestowed
by immigration officials upon the confused and non-English-
' speaking Jews at their arrival in the United States.

There is no sure way out of this dilemma. The
best investigator in this situation is one who is familiar
with the community and with each individual and family
under consideration. A fact very helpful in the search
of the records for Jews in Middletown was that the author's
father served as a clergyman in Middletown from 1945 to
1956. This afforded the author with an indispensable first-
bhand acquaintance of the city and its Jewish residents.
Fortunately, several alert Jewish octogenarians had sur-
vived and were always available for consultation.

Finally, since a major facet of the study involved
the use of vital statistics, a very considerable amount

of cross-referencing was made possible. Thus, for example,
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if someone was originally considered to be Jewish but was
later found through a death certificate to have been buried
in a Catholic cemetery, he was dropped from the apmalysis.
Among the guiding principles throughout the selection of
the Jewish population was to drop any individual whom the

author was not reasonably sure was a Jew.

Elements of the Study Design

One of the basic elements of science is the notion
of control.2 In looking at a given process in nature, the
scientist tries to factor out, limit, or at least measure
the effect of outside influences which bear upon the rela-
tionship he is examining. When one is interested in learn-
ing if the Jewish birth rate in a small community is af-
fected by economic depression, it is not sufficient to look
at Jewish birth rates before, during, and after the re-
cession. For a scientific analysis, one must also gather
similar information for non-Jews and compare both sets of
data. In the same vein, when asserting that Jewish immi-
grants were engaged primarily in peddling, one must not

only compare the number of Jewish peddlers to the total

2Fred N. Kerlinger, Foundations of Behavioral
Research (New York: Holt, Rhinehart and Winston, Inc.,
1964), pp. 11, 12, 298, 299.
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number of Jews in the various occupations but also count
all of the people in all of the existing occupations and
form a ratio of all the Jewish peddlers to the non-Jewish
peddlers and do the same for every known occupational
pursuit. In both instances we are controlling, among
other things, for religious background.

This study is somewhat unique because it is probably
among the very few which employ the method of control in
the study of Jews over time in America. For every certifi-
cate belonging to a Jew residing in Middletown, one was
gathered for a non-Jew. Hence, there are equal numbers
of birth, death, and marriage certificates for both Jews
and Gentiles, Controlling did not end with religious back-
ground but was employed further on a selected basis wherever
possible for other factors which it was thought might in-
fluence the relationship under consideration. For the
occupational analysis over time, every single occupational
pursuit whether or not it contained Jewish representatives
entered into the analysis. Further elaboration of the
methodology and design will be discussed, toward the be-

ginning of each data chapter.
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-Some Thoughts on the Use of
Quantification in History
This study is probably among the very first in the
development of the writing of American Jewish history which
makes extensive use of quantification in conjunction with
the high sﬁeed electronic computer. It therefore repre-
sents a radical departure from tradition. Such departures
frequently evoke negative reactions, and quantification as
a method in historical analysis is no exception. Stephen
Thernstrom quotes one disgruntled historian as saying that
"almost all important questions are important precisely
because they are not susceptible to quantitative answers."s
On the other hand, historians of no less eminence than
Schumpeter have commented that "we need statistics not
only for explaining things but in order to know precisely
what there is to be explained."4
The former attitude is unfortunate for a number

of reasons. If records were assembled, the probabfiities

are great that a certain proportion of them contain

3Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., "The Humanist Looks
at Empirical Social Research," American Sociological Review,
XXVII (1962), 770.

4Quoted in Stephan Thernstrom, "Quantitative Methods
in History: Some Notes," in Sociology and History: Methods,
ed. by Seymour Martin Lipset and Richard Hofstadter (New
York: Basic Books, Inc., 1968), p. 67.
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information which is important. If this information can
be validly quantified, it can only further illuminate and
extend the boundaries of what has already been established.
In the field of early American Jewish History as
is probably the case with many ethnic groups, people did
not assemble many records. The ones they did keep were
largely synagogue or other organizational records which
dealt with the issues concerning the respective organiza-
tions. While illumirating, these records are seriously
biased in that they only deal for the most part with the
members of these organizations. Generalization from these
records to the larger community becomes very hazardous.
Fortunately, there are very many records available
in the form of vital statistics, school and employment
records among others, which can be used to enlarge our un-
derstanding of the historical dynamics of groups of people.
Much data in these records are amenable to quantification
and can be treated scientifically. Precision controlled
studies as well as estimates of generalizability become
possible. The high-speed electronic computer frees the
researcher from tedious labor, allowing him to concentrate

on the processes of interest to him.
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Over the years, a number of studies5 using quanti-
tative sources have been notably successful in shedding
new light on hitherto unknown socio-historical dynamics.

Thernstrom6 has written that:

With the aid of a computer, it is possible to draw
together, examine, and comprehend the life histories
of thousands of ordinary men and women. The micro-
scope can thus be applied to a large enough population
over a broad enough time span to provide a dynamic
view of the whole of a complex social organism.

while no lesser historian than Frederick Jackson Turner'7

has written:

5See for example Sidney Aronson, Status Kinship
in the Higher Civil Service (Cambridge: Harvard University
F;ess, 1964); Bernard and Lotte Bailyn, Massachusetts
Shipping, 1697-1714: A Statistical Study (Cambridge:
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1961); Arthur
F. Bentley, The Condition of the Western Farmer as Illus-
trated by the Economic Historv of a Nebraska Township
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1593); Crane
Brinton, The Jacobins: An Essav in the New Historv (New
York: Russell and Russell, 1961); Merle Curti et al.,
The Making of an American Communitv: A Case Studyv of
Democracy in a Frontier Countrv (Stanford: Stanford Uni-
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Thernstrom, Poverty and Progress: Social Mobilitv in a
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SThernstrom, "Quantitative Methods in History,"
p. 73.

7Frederick Jackson Turner, The Significance of
Sections in American History (New York: H. Holt and Com-
pany, 1932), p. 20. Quoted sections written in 1904.
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. « « that no satisfactory understanding of the evo-
lution of this American people is possible without
calling into cooperation many sciences and methods
hitherto but little used by the American historian.
Data from studies of literature and art, politics,
economics, sociology, psychology, biology and physio-
graphy, all must be used. The method of the statisti-
cian as well as that of the critic of evidence is ab-
solutely essential.

There appears to be no reason why similar methods and

technology cannot be applied to illuminate trends in Ameri-

can Jewish history.

Periodization

A central interest of historians is the issue of
periodization. This problem revolves around an answer
to the question of when one period ends and another begins.
The answer to this largely depends upon the nature of the
historical process being investigated. This study focuses
on the develcpment of a whole array of variables, many
with their own cyclical patterns. It was deemed feasible
therefore to arbitrarily decide upon certain time periods
and treat all of them in a mutually exclusive manner. First
all of the data were amalyzed on an annual basis, allowing
us to pin-point exactly when events occurred. Furthermore,
we can observe how the variables distributed themselves

naturally over time.



Following this, the data were grouped into the
following eight periods:

Period I—-1852-1869
II—1870-1879
III—1880-1889
IV—-1890-1899
V—1900-1909
VI—1910-1919
VII—1920-1929
VIII—1930-1934

As can be readily appreciated, the finer the time
periods into which the data are categorized, the more diffi-
cult becomes further controlling. This is the well appreci-
ated problem of case attrition. The data were therefore

further collapsed into three time periods as follows:
Period I-—1852-1899
IT—1900-1919

IIT—1920-1934

The data were also treated in their entirety.
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Data Processing Procedures

Once the data were collected and coded, they were
punched onto IBM cards, machine verified, run through the
IBM printer, and checked for noticeable irregularities.

Key variables were cross tabulated. Finally, the data
were read onto IBM computer tapes.

The major computer package program used throughout
was the Harvard Data-Text.8 This package program greatly
facilitates the work of the social scientist using the
high speed computer in the analysis of his data. It does
so by virtue of having certain directions stored in its
memory. The social scientist calls upon these directions
to be applied to his data.

Wherever appropriate, specific programs were written
for editing purposes as well as actual data analysis. The
latter programs are included in appendices.

Analysis of the data was done at the Yale University
Computer Center. The Yale Computer Center is entirely
outfitted with IBM computers and their associated peripheral
equipment. Two computers were used, the 1401 Direct Couple
System and the Model 360. All programs were written in

Fortran computer language.

BHarvard Data_Text (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1967).
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A Note on Reading Tables

Studies such as this which rely heavily on quanti-
tative data challenge the author to present such data in
a parsimonious manner while at the same time also challenge
him to provide the reader with sufficient information with
which to draw his own conclusions. This often means care-
fully designing statistical tables.
Reading statistical tables correctly often requires
a great deal of practice. Some people may therefore experi-
ence difficulty in interpreting the tables in this study.
An explanation of the use of tables in the occupation
chapter is given within that chapter. However, a few
guiding principles may also help the reader understand the
vast majority of tables presented in the study. An example
from the data on births more specifically a table on birth-
place of mother found on page 101 serves as an illustration.
The first two numbers in the first row of figures
represent between group proportions, that is to say a com-
parison of the percentages of Jewish and non-Jewish mothers
who were born in Middletown. Thus, 22.2 per cent of the
Jewish women who gave birth in Middletown were themselves
born in Middletown, while 78.8 per cent of the non-Jewish

women were born in Middletown.
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The next figure tells us that 11.9 per cent of all
the mothers Jewish or non-Jewish were born in Middletown.
The last number in that row, twenty-seven, tells us that
a total of twenty-seven mothers were born in Middletown.

The second row of figures tells us the within
group proportions, that is to say what percentage of all
the Jewish women were born in Middletown. The figure for
the Jews is 5.3 per cent while among the non-Jews it is
18.4 per cent. The third row of figures tells us that
six Jewish women and twenty-one non-Jewish women were born

in Middletown.



CHAPTER III

MIDDLETOWN, ITS SIZE, LOCATION,
AND MAJOR INSTITUTIONS

Middletown1 is located in the central part of
Connecticut, fifteen miles south of Hartford and ten miles
east of Meriden. It is bordered on the north by the towns
of Berlin and Cromwell, on the west by Meriden and Cromwell,
on the east by ‘the Connecticut River, on the south by
Durham and Haddam, and on the southwest by Middlefield.
The total area of Middletown is approximately forty-five
square miles.

The altitude ranges from fifteen feet above the
mean sea level at the Connecticut River to 907 feet at the
Mt. Higby Reservoir. The mean annual temperature is 50.2
degrees Fahrenheit. The average annual precipitation is
50.34 inches, while the average annual snowfall is 37.2
inches.

According to 1969 estimates of the Connecticut

Health Department, Middletown's population totals 33,770.

15 Brief History of the City of Middletown, Con-

necticut, prepared by the Greater Middletown Chamber of
Commerce, 100 Riverview Center, Middletown, Connecticut.

24




25

In 1968 the birth rate was 19.1 per thousand of population
with a marriage rate of 9.2. The death rate was 9.4.

The town is governed by a mayor and a common council.
The government, whose operating budget for 1968 was $7,634,000,
employed 237 persons.

During the school year 1968-69 there were ten public
elementary schools, two middle schools, and two public high
schools. There were 6,481 students in these schools taught
by 355 teachers operating within a budget of $4,641,000.

Middletown hosts two institutions of higher learning,
Wesleyan University with an enrollment of 1,424 and Middlesex
Community College with an enrollment of 930. There are
four libraries in this New England town: The Private
Godfrey Library with 15,000 volumes, The Wesleyan University
Library, containing 594,649 volumes, and the Middlesex
Community College Library, comprising 2,000 volumes; the
single public library is the 10,151-volume Russell Library.

Middletown has two major medical facilities of
which one is a general hospital and the other a state-
supported mental institution. The general hospital, called
the Middlesex Memorial Hospital, was established in 1904
and is fully accredited with a bed capacity of 400. Its
professional staff includes approximately 125 physicians
and surgeons and 25 dentists. The Connecticut Valley

Hospital is a 1,575-bed mental health facility serving
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forty-two towns in the central portion of Connecticut.
Middletown has its own radio station, WCNX, and

newspaper, The Middletown Press. It is well represented

by the major faiths, service clubs, and social organiza-

tions.



CHAPTER 1V

THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF MIDDLETOWN

As is typical of so many early New England towns,
Middletown was first settled by the Indians. The Indians
gave the town its original name of Mattabesech, which
means "a carrying place, or portage." According to the
Algonquins, the name Connecticut means the "long tidal
stream," and refers to the Connecticut River with its
characteristic undulations up through Hartford.l

Among the very early records dated 1639 and re-
ferring to the town is one relating the indignation at
the bellicose attitude of the Indians. It reads as fol-
lows:

The menifold insolencyes that have beene offered of
late by Indians, putt the Court in mind of that w'ch
hath been too long neglected viz: the execution of
justice upon the former murtherers of the English and
it was uppon serious consideracon and debate thought
necessary and accordingly determined, that some speedy
course be taken herein, and for effecting hereof it

was concluded that 100 men be levyed and sent down to
Mattabesecke, where several guilty persons reside and

have been harbored by Soheage, notwithstanding all means

lStephen Jenkins, The 01d Boston Post Road (New
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1913), pp. 239, 240.
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by way of persuation have beene formerly used to him
for surrendering them upp into or hands; and it is
thought fit that these counsells be imparted to or
friends at Quinnipi (ocke) that pruition may be made
for the safety of the new plantacons, and upon their
joynt consent to precede or desist.2

The belligerence of the Indians acted as an im-
pediment to the early settlers. However, within a short
period the white settlers were able to establish themselves.
"A committee was appointed in March, 1650, to explore
Mattabeset, and it reported that fifteen families might
get a living there, and in November, 1653, planters from
Wethersfield, Hartford, and England established the settle-
ment of Middletown.">

Middletown was declared a town in 1652 by an act

of the General Court whose record4 reads as follows:

It is ordered sentenced and decreed that Mattabeseck
shall bee a towne, and that they shall make choyce

of one of theire inhabitants, according to order in
that case, that so hee may take the oath of a Constable,
the next convenient reason.

The commanding aborigine of the time was Sowheag

who had broken with his tribe in Wethersfield and established

2Beers, A History of Middlesex County, Connecticut
(New York: J. B. Beers and Company, 1884), p. 63.

George Larkin Clark, A History of Connecticut:
Its People and Institutions (New York: G. P. Putnam's
Sons, The Knickerbocker Press, 1914), p. 23.

4Beers, A History of Middlesex County, p. 63.
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his campsite on very high ground currently known as Indian
Hill. Sowheag sold a six-mile tract of land on both sides
of the Connecticut River to Governor Haynes of Connecticut.5
Further land was acquired by Samuel Wyllys in 1762 from
Sepunemo6 with provisions made for the Indians to remain
“in the area.
There are various theories as to the origin of
the town's current name. Some say that it was named after
a town in England while others think the name was derived
by virtue of its location midway between Hartford and
Saybrook.7 Suffice it to say that the settlers of Matta-
besset, which evolved into an important link between north-
ern and southern towns in Connecticut, induced the General
Court to declare "that the name of the plantation commonly
called Mattabeseck, should for the time come to be called
Middletown."8
History records9 that the early settlers of Middle-

town were very pious:

SClark, A History of Connecticut, p. 240.

6See Marguerite Allis, A Connecticut Trilo (New
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1934), p. 197, and Beers, A
History of Middlesex County, p. 63.

7 Jenkins, The 01d Boston Post Road, p. 240.

8Beers, A History of Middlesex County, p. 63.

9Allis, A Connecticut Trilogy, p. 198.
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The first religious services were held beneath a great
elm, and nearby a Meeting, surrounded by palisades,

was soon erected. . . . The Lower Houses possessed

the Meeting to the dissatisfaction of the Upper Houses
which wished to do so. When in 1669 a new Meeting

was voted they proposed to have it and a pretty squabble
resulted. "Finally, the matter was compromised," says
the ancient chronicles, much to the disgust of such
unpious pilgrims as love these stories of brotherly
disagreement in the Puritan church.

The first edifice constructed was a town meeting
hall. The order for its construction constitutes the very
first town record and is dated February 1, 1652.10 The
first citizens of the town settled within a stockade along
what is now known as Main Street, north of Washington
Street. These people were from England, Eastern Massa-
chusetts, and earlier towns of the Connecticut Valley.

The early settlement of the town was divided into
what were known as the Upper and Lower Houses. Since 1851,

the Upper Houses were known as Cromwell.ll

From what is
now Washington and Broad Streets and southward were known
as the Lower Houses.

It was not long before the settlers began to make
use of the fact that the Connecticut River deepened consid-

erably in their area. This offered Middletown the oppor-

tunity of becoming a significant center for trade. Although

105enkins, The 01d Boston Post Road, p. 241.

11511is, A Connecticut Trilogy, pp. 197, 198.
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12 the

the earliest industry was a grain and flour mill,
request of a certain Mr. Adams in October of 1669 for the
privilege of cutting public timber to build a ship marked
the beginnings of the first major community enterprise,
namely shipbuilding.!® Although only two ships were built

14 and with only a combined

until the Revolutionary War,
gross tonnage of 105, these vessels formed the bulwark

of a very substantial amount of foreign trade, especially
with the West Indies and London. It was from this early
attachment to the open seas that the world famous marine
manufacturing firm of Wilcox, Crittenden and Company was
first established in Middletown in 1847,

During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, partly attributable to a very lucrative slave
trade, Middletown shared in an abnormal amount of pros-
perity. During this period, Middletown had the largest
population of any of the eighty-three municipalities in
Connecticut.

History records that a number of Jews had settled

in Connecticut during the seventeenth and eighteenth

12peers, A History of Middlesex County, p. 64.
13

Ibid., p. 67.

4"H1story of Middletown Shipping," Middletown
Press January 19, 1933.



centuries.15 The first Jew to surface as a resident of
Middletown was Isaac Solomons who in the year 1748 requested

that he be released from a bond for goods which he had

imported into the Colony. The record reads as follows:16

Upon the memorial of Isaac Solomons of Middletown,
shewing to this Assembly that in the year 1743, he
imported from London into this Colony the value of

1b. 144 10s od. sterling in goods, and that he imported
likewise from New York lg. 25 os. od. sterling, and
exhibited a manifest of said goods to Mr. Mathew Talcott
of Middletown one of the collectors appointed to receive
the duties for importation of goods from the neighbor-
ing government and that he demanded 7-1/2 percent on
the whole, and that he gave his bond to the Governor
and Company for the duties of all said goods to the

sum of 1b. 127 2s. 6d. old tenour, and that said bond
now lies in the Treasurer's office not paid: praying
for a release from said bond except so much thereof

as should arise on the duty of 1lb. 25 os. od. sterling,
imported from New York as aforesaid; Resolved by this
Assembly, that on the said Isaac Solomons paying the
duty of said 1b. 25 os. at seven and a half percent,

to the Treasurer of this colony, with the interest
thereof since the bond became due, that the Treasurer
be and hereby is ordered to give up said bond condi-
tioned for the payment of 1b. 127 2s 6d.

Towards the end of the eighteenth century hopes
were raised that a new industry might be developed in the

area, mamely, mining. The Reverend David D. Field wrote

15For an illuminating review see Morris Silverman,
Hartford Jews 1659-1970 (Hartford: The Connecticut His-
torical Society, 1970), pp. 4-8.

16'l'he Public Records of the Colonv of Connecticut
(Hartford:  Lockwood and Brainard Company, 18%0), IX, 522.



33

of the mining episode as follows:17

A lead mine was opened about forty years ago, near
Butler's Creek, as it enters Connecticut River, two
miles southeast from the city. The vein runs north-
easterly towards the river, and as it approaches it,
sinks abruptly into the earth. It is inclosed in a
granite rock, which renders it difficult to get the
ore., It is mineralized with sulphur and is partly
steel-grained, and partly cubic lead ore, the former
containing the greatest portion of silver, but neither
enough to pay the expense of Separation: it also con-
tains a portion of zinc. Large sums of money were
expended here by foreigners in the hands of Col. James,
a British officer, who had raised one hundred half-
barrels of the ore and prepared it for exportation.
This the government of Connecticut seized, as they
did also the mine, which they improved till the great
expenses of carrying on the business, induced them

to abandon it. The vein was followed thirty or forty
rods, and was in some places very rich, but generally
poor.

Early hopes for the mining industry attracted some
of the most notable Jewish figures of the era to Middletown.
They were Michael Gratz, the Philadelphia merchant, Myer
Myers, the well-known silversmith, and probably his brother-
in-law Solomon Simson. The latter's son was the first
graduate of Columbia College and a founder of New York's
Mt. Sinai Hospital.

The Middletown mines, as witnessed by Field, never

amounted to much, and the early Jewish speculators were

17pavid D. Field, A Statistical Account of the

County of Middlesex in Connecticut (Middletown: Clark and
Lyman, 1819), p. 37.
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quick to acknowledge this fact. A letter from Myer Myers

to Michael Gratz dated in New York on November 23, 1766,

expressed the fervent hope that the mine might be sold:18

Mr. Michael Gratz
Dear Sir:

In my last I mentioned the situation of affairs
in regard to the mine and am glad to find by your
answer [that] you are so much a philosopher in dis-
appointments. We have now some hopes of being reim-
bursed, which must be kept a profound secret. Some
of the particulars are as follows: one of the richest
companies of mines in London has sent orders here to
make a purchase of our mine if, upon tryal, the lead
yields as they have had some tryed. A gentlement here
has accordingly applyed for some ore and a descrip-
tion of the situation of the mine, all which is gone
home [to London] last week. The gentlemen employed
here seems to give the greatest encouragement that they
will purchase %God grant it). Mr. Housenclever [Peter
Hasenclever] went up to view the mine, and had so good
an opinion of it that he offered £1,000, but as that
is not one third of our cost, his offer was rejected.
He is now gone to London and has taken samples of the
ore with him; and as he is an enterprising man, I make
no doubt he will make a greater offer. So you see,
we have two strings to our bow.

But all this will be uncertain till the spring.
Meanwhile, my dear Michael, you must assist me, Solomon
Simpson has not finished the accounts yet, other ways
would send you a coppy, but he tells me a six-teenth
will ammount to s240. And were I not in the greatest
want, would not ask you for your part, but must make
a large payment in ten or twelve days. Your assistance
will near do it. If you can send me a good bill of
exchange upon London, it will answer full as well as
cash [and] it will be easier for you. But let me en-
treat you to be speedy, as my credit and ease of mind
depends on it. I have sold one of your rings for

18American Jewish Archives, The Henry Joseph Col-
lection of Gratz Papers found in Jacob Rader Marcus, Ameri-

can Jewry: Documents Eighteenth Century (Cincinnati: The
Hebrew Union College Press, 1959), p. 38l.
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40 1/2 dollars.
My children join in love to you and all our re-
lations, and am, dear Michael,
Your assured friend, etc.,
Myer Myers

During the course of the Revolutionary War, the
colonies experienced a dangerous shortage of lead, sparking
a desperate attempt on the part of a number of notables
in the General Assembly to seek means of extracting this
vital element. At the outbreak of the war the lead mine
was being worked by a Colonel James of the British Army.
As might be expected, he was promptly dispossessed of the
potentially valuable property. In reference to this shortage
Titus Hosmer wrote in a letter to Silas Dean, " . . . the
ore is plenty and reputed rich. . . . The only desideratum
is how to smelt the ore and the metal."19 In another letter
Hosmer continued, "If you could give us any light, from
enquiries you can make where you are, either with regard
to workment or the process, you will render an acceptable
service to your country . . . if we can succeed . . . this
mine will abundantly supply, not only New England, but

all the colonies with lead . . ."20 The man who was

finally considered to have the much sought-after technical

19Beers, A History of Middlesex County, p. 79.

201y,ia.
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expertise and the knowledge of the lay of the land was
none other than the former Middletown landowner, Myer
Myers.

In 1776, Myer Myers fled from the British and
temporarily settled in Norwalk, Connecticut. It remained
for Benjamin Henshaw to visit Myers in an effort to induce
the silversmith to mine the lead in Middletown. Jacob
Rader Marcus reconstructed the episode in the following
way.

Solomon Simson, Myers' brother-in-law, had two
close associates in the Connecticut General Assembly,
Nathaniel Wales and Pierpont Edwards. The latter was
Simson's attorney. Simson was instrumental in influencing
Wales and Edwards to send Henshaw after Myers.21 There
is, however, no evidence that Henshaw was successful.

The Revolutionary War dramatically slowed down
the rapid economic and demographic expansion of Middletown.
The embargo levied against England compounded by the virtual
cut-off of trade with the West Indies acted to decelerate
the growth of many towns in the area which were previously
conditioned to success.

22

The Reverend David D. Field wrote that Middlesex

21Marcus, American Je , P. 380.

22pjeld, Statistical Account, p. 19.
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County was composed of 3,688 families. Two thousand three
hundred thirty families belonged to the Congregational
Church, 88 to the Strict-Congregationalists, 421 to the
Episcopalians, 489 to the Baptists, 291 to the Methodists,
and 69 to the Universalists.

In the middle of the eighteenth century Field tells

us,23 Middletown had only four merchant stores, few mechanic

shops, no public offices or important factories. By the
second decade of the nineteenth century Middletown pos-

sessed:

11 stores of dry goods; 22 grocery stores; 2 hardware
stores; 2 crochery stores; 1 fur store; 2 apothecary
stores; 1 paper store; 2 book stores; 2 bookbinderies;
2 goldsmith's shops; 4 taylors' shops; 3 milliners'
shops; 1 hat factory; 2 bakeries; 3 butchers' stalls;
2 tallow chandleries; 2 tanneries; 3 shoe stores; 2
saddler's shops; 4 lumber yards; 3 cabinet shops; 2
chaise-makers' shops; 2 tinner's shops; 4 blacksmith's
shops; 2 rope walks; and 1 sail loft.

Nevertheless, in 1810, the Middletown Manufacturing
Company was established for the purpose of making wool only
to fail at the close of the War of 1812.2% This venture
was succeeded by a similar one which lasted nearly a quarter

of a century.25

23 rnid., pe 4.

24Beers, A History of Middlesex County, p. 96.
251bid., p. 97.
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The threat of war induced Oliver Bidwell to begin
producing hand-made arms.26 A contemporary of Bidwell,

a Colonel North, also went into the arms industry backed
by the financial assistance of Samuel Russell. North is
reputed to have turned out approximately ten thousand hand-
guns annually.

Another Colonel by the name of Starr went into the
production of a very fine line of swords. He also manufac-
tured muskets and rifles. Starr's production methods served
as a model for the yet-to-be-founded Springfield Arsenal
in Massachusetts.

Among the manufacturing concerns founded in the
nineteenth century and still in existence today are the
Russell Manufacturing Company, Wilcox Crittenden and Company,
and the Goodyear Rubber Company. The latter is an outgrowth
of the old Spaulding and Collis Cotton webbing concern begun
in 1833. The Spaulding and Collis works failed and passed
the following year into the hands of Samuel Russell who
invited Samuel D. Hubbard and George Spaulding to aid him
in running the concern. In 1836, Samuel Hubbard's nephew
the Honorable Henry G. Hubbard at the age of 21 pitched in

and slowly transformed the ailing concern into a success.
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In 1841, Henry Hubbard induced a Scottish weaver
to join him and both succeeded for the first time to weave
fabric by machine. By 1850, Hubbard was able to buy out
his uncle and Samuel Russell and continued to succeed in
his endeavor. Before too long, the Russell Manufacturing
Company consisted of six mills and was producing 1,200,000
pounds of double and twisted yarn annually. In 1883, sales
totalled over $900,000 a year.27

Another very important manufacturing concern alluded
to earlier is the Wilcox Crittenden and Company. This
concern, the oldest and largest of its kind, manufactures
a wide array of ship hardware. The business was begun
in 1848 by Eldridge H. Penfield on the advice of a friend,
Benjamin Butler.

The original name of the company was E. H. and
I. K. Penfield. Among the laborers was a William W. Wilcox.
After a series of partnerships, and moves, the company name
was finally changed to the present one. Over the years
the company's products became more diversified and a very
large proportion of sea going craft are outfitted with

tackle made by this concern.28

271pia., p. 101.

281p3d., p. 103.
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The third major manufacturing concern is the Goodyear
Rubber Company which was founded in 1875. The company
was owned by a group of men who pioneered in the manufacture
of India rubber goods back in 1845. The plant in Middle-
town was one of the largest of its kind in the nineteenth
century. As a result of improvement in processing of rubber
to offset the effect of high temperature, the Goodyear
Rubber Company was able to manufacture a wide assortment of
rubber items and realize a profit.

On June 29, 1886, upon the recommendation of a
commission appointed by the Connecticut Legislature, the
General Assembly adopted an "Act to create a Hospital for
the Insane in the State of Connecticut." This act was the
result of the commission's finding that there were 760
insane people in the State who were inadequately cared_for
in various almshouses. The first attempt to create a hos-
pital failed in 1845.

" The town of Middletown generously offered the land
on which the Institutions stand and legislated a number of
statutes designed to protect it. The hospital was formally
opened on April 30, 1868, with twelve patients under the
care of its first Superintendent, Dr. Abram Marvin Shew,
formerly of the New Jersey Lunmatic Asylum.

The Methodist-sponsored Wesleyan University opened
its doors to forty-eight students on September 21, 1831l.
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The opening of this institution represented the culmination
of a thirty year effort to establish a school under Methodist
sponsorship. The conflagration which destroyed one of
the first colleges, Cokesbury in Baltimore, inspired Bishop
Asbury to write an acquaintance: "Its friends need not
mourn: the Lord called not the Methodists to build col-
leges."29

The opportunity to establish Wesleyan came when an
offer was made by the trustees of Captain Partridge's
American Literary Scientific, and Military Academy to sell
their campus and buildings to the Methodists for $4,000.
The property was valued at $30,000 and was sold after the
Wesleyan people agreed to raise an endowment of $40,000
and to use the property exclusively for the creation of a
college. The first condition was given a boost with con-
tributions totalling $18,000 by the people of Middletown.

The guiding light of the University in its early
days was its first Presidént Dr. Willbur Fisk. This edu-
cator is remembered not only for his uncommon dedication
but also becaﬁse of innovations he pioneered in the field
of education which only in comparatively recent times have
been adopted. Fisk's innovations included advanced placement

of students based on proficiency examinations, increased

291pid., p. 119.
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emphasis on modern languages and the introduction of a
scientific course of study for those desiring to pursue
careers in this area.

In 1872, another new phenomenon could be seen on
the Wesleyan campus—women. Although few availed themselves
of the opportunity of a Wesleyan education, their intel-
lectual qualifications were never called into question.
Commenting on this in 1884, Professor C. T. Winchester
wrote:

« « « The experiment of coeducation (for it must still
be considered an experiment) can hardly have been of
injury to the college; no changes here have been made
in the course of study to accommodate it to the ladies
and there has been no lowering of the tone of scholar-
ship, for the young ladies have shown themselves able,
both mentally and physically to perform the intellec-

tual labor of a college course quite as well as the
gentlemen who sit in the class with them.

Professor Winchester reported that the admission of women
was never popular with the male undergraduates! ‘

The outbreak of hostilities at Fort Sumter evoked
both consternation but above all the patriotism of Middle-
town's citizenry. The very first recorded act of support
for the Union armies was the donation of thirty-two pistols
made by the Middletown based Savage Revolving Fire Arms

Company. The donation was contingent upon the rest of the

301pid., p. 122.
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citizenry purchasing the additional forty-five revolvers
necessary to completely outfit Middletown's Company A of

the Second Regiment of Connecticut Volunteers. On May

25, 1861, the Common Council was authorized to reiﬁburse

the Savage Fire Arms Company the sum of $900 for the pistols,
revolvers, and to purchase another six pistols to be used

by the officers of Companies "G" and "H" of the Fourth
Regiment of Connecticut Volunteers.

On April 24, 1862, the Westfield Guards under a
full company of Middletown volunteers left the city for
New Haven with Washington as its ultimate destination.
Three weeks later Wesleyan Guards under the direction of
Captain Robert G. Williams, and the Union Guard led by
Captain Augustus C. Clark left for a rendezvous with their
regiment, the Fourth Regiment of Connecticut, which was
operating out of Hartford.

During the summer of 1862, the town held a number
of meetings in response to the deteriorating condition
of the Union War effort. On July 15, a $10,000 fund was
created by the City Council in order to raise monies for
the recruitment effort. Several prominent citizens con-
tributed $100 each. Nine days later, on the 24th, a mass
meeting was held only to be followed by yet another one
two days later at which a bounty of $100 was offered "to

each and every volunteer to the number of one hundred and
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twenty-five men, provided they submit on or before the

25th of August."31

A subsequent meeting was necessitated
by some who questioned the legality of the above action.
Not only was the previous action approved but a precedent
was in motion. Thus, on the 20th of August a bounty of
$100 was voted, "To each volunteer for three years provided
that each and every enlistment be credited to the town's
quota, and that the person enlisted bear not and shall

not receive bounties from other towns."32

The bounty was
raised by $50 on September 6th, "To each and every volunteer
for 9 months enlisting prior to 10 1'ck p.m. Sept. 9 pro-
vided such persons be credited to the town's quota and
that . . . this bounty be in lieu of all other bounties
voted or appropriated."33

Among the fruits of war are death and Middletown
reaped its share of the harvest. On September 17, 1862,
General Mansfield of Middletown was killed at the battle
of Antietam. The General's death induced the Common Council
to send a delegation including the Mayor to escort his

remains from New York. Exactly a week after his death

General Mansfield was buried with full military honors.

Slypid., p. 83.

32rhid.
331pia.
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Although Mansfield was the highest ranking person to make
the ultimate sacrifice, he was followed to the grave by
one hundred and ten men in the various subordinate ranks.

While men were fighting on the battlefields, those
left behind aided in mény ways. From the outset of the
war, Middletown's women organized themselves into an aid
society for the purpose of furnishing the men in the blue
with "articles of comfort." The town records indicate
continued support for the armies of the North throughout
the entire duration of hostilities.*

Middletown closed her books on the Civil War with
the dedication of a thirty-three-ton monument in Union Park
on June 23, 1874. The monument representing the figure
of a Union soldier was designed by M. H. Mosman of Chicopee,
Massachusetts, at a cost of $11,000. Raised letters on its
front bear the following inscription: "Erected by the town
of Middletown in memory of her fallen Sons, 1874."

While Middletown affected and responded to various
-historical vicissitudes, many of her future residents in
Europe were doing likewise. A number of Middletown's future
citizens were of the Jewish faith who came to the shores
of this country in search of many forms of opportunity.

These people, like members of other minorities, had a long

1bia.



period of conditioning. The nature of this conditioning,
namely their historical experience, must be taken into
account in any over-all assessment of future development
in this country.

We cannot begin to understand the dynamics of the
Jews in America without at least a synoptic view of the
historical processes ensuing within the countries which
the Jews lived, countries whose political processes they
influenced and which in turn influenced them. Although
Jews in the nineteenth century were to be found in almost
every country on earth, those who ultimately came to Middle-
town hailed principall; from Austria, Germany, Poland,
Roumania, and Russia. It is therefore to these countries
that we now turn in order to gain some perspective into the

European diaries of the early Jews of Middletown.



CHAPTER V

A SYNOPTIC PERUSAL OF JEWISH LIFE IN
NINETEENTH CENTURY EUROPE

Among European leaders, Napoleon was compafatively
liberal in his political outlook and granted the Jews of
France the right to practice their religion. Following
Waterloo, however, Metternich pursued a conservative policy
which resulted in the rescinding of many of the liberal
rights previously extended to Jews.

Eighteen years later, liberalism in France was re-
born to be given a still further impetus by the French
Revolution. The ultra liberals, as has happened so many
times in history, divided their camp sufficiently so as to
enable thé conservatives to gain power. Soon, however,
an over-all liberal trend was put into motion.

The Jews in Germany were very sensitive to the

vicissitudes of this political Sturm und Drang. They were

driven from the cities of Bremen and Libeck. In Hamburg,
the political rights of the Jews were rescinded and they
could not freely compete on the marketplace nor own property.
Dresden, the capital of Saxony, would not permit Jews to
have a synagogue, while all of Saxony refused them permission to
trade. Prussia rescinded many of her promises and went to the

extent of forbidding the German language to be used in sermons.
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These political cross-currents were bound to affect
the internal structure of the Jewish community. Having
very little control, if any, over their external political
environment, the Jews turned inward. This introspection
was aimed at internal changes in a long-term effort at
adaptation. It was within this context that the Reform
Movement was created. Among the changes sought were prayers
in German. This practice, however, was vigorously opposed
by such notables as Zachariah Frankel. Other desired
changes were mixed seating during the worship service,

a break with the Talmud, the practice of circumcision,

the Sabbath, the messianic hope, and the primal considera-
tion of Palestine as the home of the Jewish people. A

very large proportion of the early Jews of German extraction,
although exposed to these liberal current views, did not
actually incorporate this radical ideology.

The Russian Jews who came to the United States
later in the nineteenth century presented a set of his-
torical credentials in some ways similar to their fellow
German correligionists but in many ways quite different.
While Europe stood at the vanguard of Western civilization,
Russia by comparison was stagnating. Russia's relatively
backward state economically, politically, and socially

left its imprint on almost every aspect of Jewish life.
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In the middle of the nineteenth century, Russia
resembled in many ways medieval Europe. Russia was pri-
marily agricultural with the overwhelming majority of her
citizens living in rural villages. Living from hand to
mouth, the average peasant was utterly dependent upon and
subjected mercilessly to the whims of the Czars. Many
starved to death while those who survived faced heavy
taxation and other forms of exploitation. These conditions
prevailed in spite of the Emancipation Act of Alexander II
in 1861, which ostensibly freed twenty million peasants.

While Russia's social-class system contained five
categories, each with its own clearly articulated rights,
privileges, and immunities, in practical terms there were
only two: the nobility and the peasantry. Most Jews were
not, strictly speaking, peasants. On the other hand, they
were not nobility. The lack of a powerful bargaining middle
class which was present in Europe helps to explain the
utterly precarious position of Russian Jewry in the nine-
teenth century.

Paralleling Russia's relatively medieval state was
her attitude toward the Jews. The Jews were characteris-
tically relegated to an inferior position by virtue of a
multitude of laws and statutes which wefe'not imposed upon
the rest of the citizenry. Among the events which heralded

these measures was the partitioning of Poland in the late
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eighteenth century. This political division also resulted
irn the stringent measures which restricted not only free
movement on the part of the Jews but also that of residence.
In consequence, the Jew could be found in only twenty-five of
one hundred and four provinces comprising an area slightly
over one-twentieth of the total area of Russia.

To understand the historical vicissitudes to which
the Jews were subjected requires an appreciation of their
socioeconomic position. This must be done by definition
in comparing their occupational pursuits with those of the
non-Jews. Rubinow's figures1 (see Table 1) indicate that
the Jews constituted 5 per cent of all those employed; of
this number 39 per cent were involved in manufacturing,

32 per cent in commerce, and 3 per cent in agriculture.
The proportion of non-Jews engaged in manufacturing was
15 per cent, in commerce, 3 per cent, and in agriculture,
61 per cent. In terms of total commerce, the Jews con-
'stituted over twice their proportion in manufacturing and

over seven times their numbers in commerce.2

lI. M. Rubinow, Economic Conditions of the Jews in
Russia (Washington, D.C.: Bulletin of the Bureau of Labor,
Department of Commerce and Labor, 1907), p. 500.

21bia.
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TABLE 1

PROPORTION OF JEWS AND NON-JEWS IN RUSSIA 1897
AS PRESENTED BY RUBINOW

Occupation Jews Non-Jews
Agriculture 2.9 63.2
Professional Services 5.1 2.6
Personal Services 18.8 19.8
Manufacturing 37.9 11,2
Transportation 3.3 1.8
Commerce 32.0 1.4

Total 100.0 100.0

A further breakdown of occupational pursuits engaged
in by Russian Jewry is both enlightening and important.
According to Ruppin, more than one-third of the Jews in-
volved in manufacturing were either tailors or shoemakers.3
Others were engaged in the preparation of food products
and in the building, metal, wood, and tobacco industries.
The majority of Jews within the realm of commerce were

either peddlers or storekeepers.

3Arthur Ruppin, Die Sozialen Verhaltnisse der Juden
in Russland (Berlin: Judischer Verlag, 1906), p. 59.

GRATZ COLLEGE EIBRARY

PHILADELPHIA PA,
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The overwhelming proportion of Jews resided in
urban areas. Over one-half of the Jews lived in urban
areas compared with less than one in eight among the non-
Jews.4 Whereas the Jews comprised 4 per cent of the entire
population, they represented 16 per cent of the urban
population. While the Jews constituted 12 per cent of the
total population in the Pale, their proportional urban
representation was over three times that number.5

What was the social class position of Russian
Jewry? Ruppin's figure56 support the notion of a signifi-
cantly higher proportion of Jews in the middle and upper
classes than their non-Jewish countrymen. Comparing the
proportion of the Jews in the "Townsman" or middle class
with the non-Jews shows that 95 per cent of the Jews occu-
pied this position compared with seven per cent of their
fellow Russians. Whereas 86 per cent of the non-Jews were
peasants, the Jews comprised less than one-twentieth this
figure.

During the reign of Alexander II, hopes were raised
high in Jewish circles that their shackles of constraint

might be lifted. As is so often the case in the history

41pia., p. 100.

5Rubinow, Economic Conditions of the Jews, p. 493.

6Rnppin, Sozialen Verhaltnisse der Juden, p. 65.
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of Jewry, these hopes were dashed as a result of the assas-
sination of the Czar. The perception many Russian Jews
held of Alexander II can be likened in many ways to that
held by many American blacks of the late John F. Kennedy.

The principal instrument of oppression against
Russian Jewry were the Phy'lahs,7 the principal articles
of which read as follows:

A. As a temporary measure and until a general revision
is made of the legal status of the Jews, they are
forbidden to settle anew outside of towns and
townlets, an exception being made only in the case
of existing Jewish agricultural colonies.

B. Until further orders, the execution of deeds of
sale and mortgage in the nmames of Jews is forbidden,
as well as the registration of Jews as lessees of
real estate situated outside of towns and townlets,

and also the issuing to Jews of powers of steward-
ship or attorney to manmage and dispose of such

property.

The ramifications of these laws both by design and
in effect impaired the central nervous system of Jewish-
Gentile relations. Among the many practical consequences
of these laws was that Jews were uprooted contimuously and
forced to live in constant threat of geographic displacement.
This further affected their economic status. On the one

7Quoted in Samuel Joseph, Jewish Immigration to
the United States from 1881 to 1910 (New York: doctoral
dissertation, Columbia University, 1914), p. 60.
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hand the Jews could not till the soil while on the other
they could not practice any economic trade.

The situation was further exacerbated by the so-
called "percentage rule" of 1866 and 1867. This rule
served as an example of the anti-education course pursued
by the regime of Alexander III. The rule fixed rigid
quotas on the number of young Jews who could be formally
educated. Within the Pale, the quota was fixed at 10 per
cent while on the outside it varied from 3 to 5 per cent.
Of all official acts, the consequences of this "rule"
probably did most in the long run to menace the average
Jew's "life chances on the marketplace."

If the above enactment served to legitimate re-
pression by those in authority, it also had the dire con-
sequences of awakening the basest instincts of the masses,
namely the resorting to wholesale murder and plunder. Such
an onslaught is known as a Pogrom. The ruthlessness of the
Muzik wielding a knife was equalled.only by his politically
more powerful ally legitimating this behavior with the pen.
These two classes of people, united by a common vitriol
toward the Jew, served to cut the ground out from the
latter.

The Russian position with respect to the Jews

could be likened to that of the Spanish monarchy in 1492.
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Leroy-Beaulieu8 emphasized this point in one of his major

works on Russian history, pointing out that:

If, at the distance of four centuries, the Russian
Tsar takes against his Jewish subjects measures which
recall the edicts issued in 1492 by los Reves Catolicos
[the Catholic monmarchy], it is because Orthodox Russia
is not unlike Catholic Spain of the fifteenth century.

The twentieth century was opened with the Kishinev
and Gomel pogroms during the reign of Nicholas II. The
unpopular Russo-Japanese war further complicated matters
for the Jews in that they were blamed for its instigation.
The Duma Commission appointed to investigate the later
Bialystok pogrom verified the blessings of the bureaucracy
in support of the peasant outrages. The behavior of the
German people thirty-five years later alone serves to impede
the imagination of how the situation could have been worse.
In the depths of these miseries the very author of the
May Laws, Count Ignatiev, proclaimed something which many
Russian Jews during the third quarter of the twentieth
century only hope Premier Kosygin would utter—"the Western
borders are open to you Jews."

The history of Roumania, Poland's neighbor, is very

similar to Russia's. Efforts were being made to catapult

SAnatole Leroy-Beaulieu, The Empire of the Tsars
(New York: A.M.S. Press, 1969), p. viii.
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the relatively backward country into the industrial age
by virtue of the Industrial Law of 1887. The stark con-
trast between the rich and poor was even more marked in
Roumania than in Russia, making the former's struggle for
modernization that much more poignant.

As a Christian country, Roumania assumed the charac-
teristically hostile attitude toward the Jews as did others.
To understand the specific forces of repression requires an
understanding of the place of the Jewish Roumanian society.

Turning again to an analysis of Arthur Ruppin9
we find that the Jews held bccupationé remarkably similar
to those of their Russian coreligionists. As of 1902, from
one-fourth to one-half of all those engaged in the clothing,
furniture, glass, textile, and wood industries were Jews.
This proportion is exceeded only by Jewish representation
in the handicraft industry.

Samuel Joseph10 gives an interesting breakdown of
the proportional representation of Jewry in the various

occupations. He writes: -

The latest inquiry—that of 1908 —shows that the Jews
were one-fifth of all inscribed in the corporations as
artisans. They formed more than one-fourth of the

gArthur Ruppin, Die Juden in Rumanien (Berlin:
Louis Lamm, Bureau fur Statistik der Juden, 1908).

1050seph, Jewish Immigration, p. 49.
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master-workmen and nearly one-sixth of the laborers.
In the five principal industries Jewish master-workmen
formed from nearly one-tenth to nearly one-half. 1In
the following trades Jews formed from between one-
fourth and nearly two-thirds of the entire workers:
watchmakers, tinners, modistes, tailors, glaziers,
homepainters, coopers, and bookbinders. 1In all the
garment industries nearly one-third of the workers
were Jews. The principal trades of the Jews, in which
two-thirds of the industrial workers were found, were
in order: tailors, shoemakers, tinners, joiners and
planers, and bakers.

As in Russia, Roumanian Jews were overwhelmingly
urban. Whereas close to 85 per cent of all non-Jewish
countrymen were concentrated in rural areas, about 80 per
cent of their Jewish countrymen were in the cities.

Since the conditions surrounding the Jews in Roumania
were relatively the same as those in Russia and their eco-
nomic and social position within that country was also
similar to that of their brethren in Russia, there is no
reason to expect that the pattern of their treatment should
bave differed. And this was the case.

As a consequence of the Convention of Paris in 1856,
and by virtue of other agreements, provisions were made
for the gradual emancipation of the Jews. Eight years
later in 1864, certain well-educated and propertied Jews
were granted nmaturalization. The great masses of Jews,
according to Article VII of the Roumanian Constitution,
were, however, considered foreigners, thereby releasing the

government from obligations set forth in 1856.
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The Berlin Congress offered new hope for the Rou-
manian Jews by virtue of the insistence of France, England,
and Germany making the granting of independence to Roumania
cbntingent upon the latter's providing civil equality to
all her citizens. The wording of one paragraph in Article
44 seems to draw attention by implication to the Jews.

It says that "The citizens of all states, whether merchant
or others, shall be dealt with, in Roumania, without dis-
tinction of religion, on the basis of perfect equ,ality."11

But, as the sociologist William Graham Sumner was
to preach a few years iater, one cannot legislate the mores.
A perfect example of this truism is to be found in the
endemic anti-Semitism propounded by the Roumanians. The
Roumanians showed their disdain for the Big Powers among
other ways by not allowing the Jews to purchase rural land
and requiring ten years of residence in Roumania as a re-
quirement for citizenship.

v With the Big Powers out of the way the Roumanians
were no longer restricted from venting their spleen. Dis-
criminatory laws were passed touching every aspect of life
running the gamut from the personal through the occupa-
tional. The Jews were impeded in every area where they were

perceived to pose any threat to the establishment. In

1l uoted in Joseph, Jewish Immigration, p. 71.
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consequence, the Jews were impelled to flee. Many landed
on the shores of the only country to file a formal protest
against the Roumanians for their contemptuous fulfillment
of the obligations set forth in the Berlin Treaty.12

The last of the European countries to experience
significant Jewish emigration to America were Austria and
Hungary. Although not as severely persecuted as their
fellow immigrants from the other countries we have visited,
the over-all profile remains very similar.

3 almost half of the Jews of

According to Thon,1
Austria were engaged in commerce and trade while close to
three in ten made their living in industry. These figures
are familiar to others we have seen but differ by virtue of
a higher proportion of Jews in agricultural pursuits—I11
per cent. Comparing these figures with those of non-Jews
is enlightening. Fifty-four per cent or five times the
number of Jews as non-Jews were engaged in agriculture,
while eight per cent or less than one-fifth of the non-
Jews were engaged in commerce.

Is there any reason to believe that the external

stresses imposed upon the Austrian and Hungarian Jews

12See a letter to the signatories of the Berlin
Treaty by Secretary of State Hay in Joseph, Jewish Immi-

gration, pp. 201-206.

1335acob Thon, Die Juden in Oesterreich (Berlin:
Louis Lamm, 1908), p. 112.



differed from that among the other Jews we have visited?
The answer is no. The hope for emancipation embodied in
the documents of 1848 were fundamentally as ill-founded
in these lands as they were elsewhere. These pipe dreams
were fueled by the Fundamental Law of 1867 guaranteeing
the barring of religion as a basis for discrimination in
civil and political rights.

Economics is inextricably intertwined with politics
and the Jews represented a commercial attitude anachronistic
to the middle age feudalistic attitude of the masses. The
financial crash of 1873 triggered a new era in political
anti-semitism. The Christian-Socialist movement feared the
trend setting commercialism so elegantly represented by
the Jew. A victory would almost by definition signal its
loss of power. By extending the suffrage to the individual
craftsman, the Christian-Socialist movement calculated that
it could retain its influence and undermine the new order.
To implement this policy understandably meant limiting by
any means the Jewish people.

As is frequently the case in the anti-semitic
process, representatives of both church and state divided
up the work. The former concentrated on the ignorant peas-
ants while the latter extended the acrimony to the middle
and upper classes while at the same legitimating the whole

process. While not as savage as the Russians and Roumanians,
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Galician authorities gave the Jews reason to question its
value. The instruments of oppression included boycotting
of Jewish economic services, heavy taxation, and the time-
honored clarion, ritual murder.

In our synoptic perusal of the diaries of the Jews
of Germany, Russia, Roumania, Austria, and Hungary, in the
last half of the nineteenth century, certain salient points
were observed which deserve momentary review.

_ In each of the above countries, the Jews were seen
as primarily engaged in commerce and trade. They occupied
middle class positions, were comparatively literate, dwell-
in overwhelming proportions in urban areas. Among the
concomitants of these characteristics is one glaring fact:
the Jews were conspicuous during a period of rapid social
and political change.

Among the by-products of the industrial revolution
were improvements in transportation and communication.
Just as these new developments jeopardized the middle man
position of the Jew it also undermined the political in-
fluence of the nobility, the authority of the government,
and the psychological security of the peasantry. These
factors did much to explain the anti-Semitism of the time
and the yearning among the Jews to leave European soil for
the shores of America. And come to America they did, two

million strong. In some years more than 100,000 landed on
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our shores. Janowsky,14 in writing of this process, states

that:
Between 1880 and 1920, American Jewry was completely
transformed. 1In 1880, they numbered about 230,000
approximately one-half of one percent of the total
population of some 30,000,000. In 1920, about 3,500,000
of the 106,000,000 inhabitants of the United States
were Jews—nearly 3-1/2 percent of the population.

Thus, until the middle of the nineteenth century,
the Jew could almost by default make a reasonable living. -
He could, among other things, serve as a middle man between
the mobility and the peasantry. He could peddle agricultural
products and process still others. By the end of the cen-
tury, matters had deteriorated greatly and many, as we

have seen above, came to the United States, a minute pro-

portion of whom settled in Middletown, Connecticut.

l4'0scar I. Janowsky, The Jewish Welfare Board
Survey (New York: The Dial Press, 1948), p. 239.



CHAPTER VI

EARLY RECORDS OF MIDDLETOWN JEWRY

In this chapter we discuss an index developed to
assess the cultural growth of Middletown Jewry. This is
followed by a review of what is known about early Jews in
Connecticut and Middletown. The chapter concludes with a
piecing together of early records currently on file in
the Jewish community of Middletown.

The methodology of this study allows us to begin to
develop at least one gross index which may begin to de-
lineate the pattern of the development of the Jews in
Middletown. The index is based on the assumption that
births, marriages, and deaths are events which when oc-

. curring among members of an ethnic group serve to reify
that group. A further assumption is made that if the total
number of births, plus marriages, plus deaths in any time
period occurring to members of a given ethnic group is
divided by the total number of births, plus marriages,
plus deaths in any given community, an Index of Vital Ac-

tivity may be formed.
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Figure 1 is such an index reflecting the development
of Middletown Jewry. It demonstrates that the Jews never
exceeded 1.91 per cent of the total number of births,
deaths, and marriages in any given year. The years of
highest proportional vital activity were 1903, 1931, and
1921, in that order. A slow general increase in vital
activity is seen over the years commencing especially in
the year 1871. Table 2 gives the figures by period while
exact statistics can be seen in Appendix B. Armed with
these figures, we are in a better position to begin to
examine some of the early records amassed by the Jews of

Middletown and other parts of Connecticut.
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One of the difficulties in delineating the histori-
cal patterns of a small ethnic minority in a little town
alluded to abo?e is the paucity of records left for pos-
terity. The Jewish congregation of Middletown has for many
years been holding an annual banquet. During the course
of the evening a brochure is handed out. This bodklet
usually contains a two-page history of the Jews of Middle-
town. A perusal of these souvenir booklets bears testimony
‘to the difficulty encountered by the writers in generating
new material.

Over the period of this particular study, a few
fragments and stories have been collected which can help us
begin to highlight some of the history of the Jews of
Middletown from the latter part of the nineteenth céntury
until the present synagogue was erected in 1928.

First, however, let us recall that Jews were to be
found in Connecticut in the seventeenth century. The
Colonial Records of Connecticut speak of a "David, the
Jew," who was a Hartford man.! The historian J. H. Trumbull
wrote, "The peddler, Gentile and Jew . . . engaged the

watch and care of authorities fbrthuith.“2 Rabbi Silverman

1Hartford Session of the General Court, November
9, 1659, in Colonial Records of Connecticut (1636-1663),
ed. by J. Hammon Trumbull, 1850, p. 34S5.

2J. Hammond Trumbull, Memorial History of Hartford
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alerts us to a Town Meeting in Hartford wherein it was
voted to permit the Jews living in John Marsh's home to
remain in the city for seven months.3 Assur Levy, one
of the original Jewish settlers in 1654, paid a visit to
Hartford in 1670 to aid a fellow Jew, Jacob Lucenae. The
record reads, "Upon the humble petition of Mr. Assur Levy,
this Court sees cause to abate five pounds of Jacob Lucenae's
fine as a token of respect to sayd [sic] Mr. Assur Levy.“4

A certain Dutch Jew by the name of John Carsen
landed a shipment of goods in New London, Connecticut.
Because he was a Jew, Carsen was regarded as an alien and
not entitled to trade with the English plantation. In a
previous discussion we learned that the first record of a
Jew in Middletown was that of Isaac Solomon's, who filed
a petition regarding the duty on certain goods imported by
him from London.

Although Jews were to be found in early Connecticut
history, there is important evidence that the political
milieu did not favor them. The ratification of the Con-

necticut Constitution in 1818 did not offer the Jews equal

County (Boston: Edward L. Osgood, 1886), Vol. I, pp.
320, 32l.

SMorris Silverman, Hartford Jews 1659-1970 (Hart-
ford: The Connecticut Historical Society, 1970), p. 5.

4Colonial Records of Connecticut (1665-1678).
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opportunity to maintain their faith.

The Constitution of 1818 served to raise the con-
sternation of certain people in Connecticut, among them
some influential Middletownians. Thus, on page 1 of the
Middlesex Gazette published on April 1, 1819, there is a

poem quoted from the Philadelphia Franklin Gazette:°

What! still reject the fated race

Thus long denied repose—

What—madly striving to efface

The rights that heaven bestows?

Say, flows not in each Jewish vein,

Uncheck'd—without control;

A tide as pure—as free from stain—

as warms the Christian's soul!

So ye not yet the times discern

That these shall cease to roam

That Shiloh, pledg' for their return

Will bring his ransom'd home!
Over the following three decades we learned that Jews took
an interest in a lead mine in Middletown. It is clear
that Jews most probably passed through Middletown in the
early years on their way to Hartford and that several
indeed may have settled therein.

At this writing we know nothing from the Jews

themselves of their history until 1889. An anonymous

SQuoted in Silverman, Hartford Jews, pp. 6-7.
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handwritten page6 exists which traces the formation of the
Jewish community to 1889 and alludes to its earliest founders.

It reads as follows:

The Jewish Community of Middletown traces its records
back as far as [sic_ to 1889. It consisted then of

a very small community. It has been a matter of fact
that wherever a a handfull of Jews have gathered, one
of its principal acts was the establishment of a house
of worship. The following were the first organizers
of the present Jewish community:

J. Mattes L. Gordon
Pres-M.J. Poliner J. Gordon
T. Anenberg M. Ruderman
J. Mittelman J. Ruderman
B. Citron

Ab. Simonson

as [sic] the community increased and the "Minyn" [sic]
was in advocate [sic_. to meet the requirements of the
members, they however reorganized and took [sic] out

a charter under the name "Adath Isroel." [sic] This
took place in 1905. 1In 1908, they purchased a building
in Union St. [sic] which was remodelled into a house

of worship continuing as such up to the present time.

Israel Poliner, former Judge of the Superior Court
of Middletown and a resident of long standing, places the
history at least ten years prior to that stated above by
our anonymous informant. The Judge relates that a minyan
would assemble on a daily basis in the house of Jacob Mattes
who resided in those years on Williams Street. He also

echoes the oft repeated story of the typical Middletown

6Early records of Adath Israel.
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Jew as beginning his career in peddling. Thus, we are led
to believe that many of Middletown's early Jews did not
deviate from the patterns set by their co-religionists in
other cities. Early Middletown Jews, Poliner relates,
would travel to Hartford where they would be given a cer-
tain amount of goods to peddle. Soon they built up equity,
and expanded their business, a number subsequently opening
stores in the town.

The first legal document known to us at the present
time and belonging to the Jewish community was co-signed by
Samuel Mirowitz and Benjamin Ennowitch on-March 13, 1897.
The document represents a deed to purchase "one acre of
land more or less" in the town of Portland. The parcel of
land was purchased from Chester K. Hale, Harry T. Hale,
and Titus Hale for the sum of "One Hundred Dollars and
other goods and valuable considerations." This land was
to be used as a cemetery.

The Synagogue has as part of its records a "Certifi-
cate of Acceptance and Certificate of Organization of Con-
gregation Adath Israel, Middletown, Connecticut." This
document tells us that the State Legislature on May 11,
1905, passed an act entitled "A Resolution Incorporating
the Congregation Adath Israel Validating its Corporate
Existence." These documents were duly and legally accepted

by the persons associated as the Congregation Adath Israel
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of Middletown, Connecticut, at a meeting held at 8:00 P.M.
on April 2, 1929. Jacob Mattes and Samuel Auerbach as
President and Secretary of the Congregation, respectively,
signed the papers on April 3, 1929, before Joseph L. Rosano,
Notary of the Public. The Treasurer of the Congregation
was Harry L. Shapiro and it is a matter of deep personal
pleasure for the author to report that he continues to this
day to occupy this position.

With the exception of the erection of the present
edifice in 1928 which will be discussed shortly, very
little is known about Middletown's Jews. $Simon Edelberg
relates that in 1913, there were three kosher butcher
shops and a mikvah on Summer Street. It is also known that
in the first decade of this century and previous to that,
the Jews prayed in rented halls usually on the third floor
of various buildings. The fact that halls could be rented
only on the upper floors perhaps bears testimony to the
difficulty in acquiring space.

One such rented hall belonged to Max Frank, a grocer
whose son Harry became one of the town's very first Jewish
physicians. It was fitting that Dr. Frank was elected
chairman of the dedication ceremonies for the new and still
standing edifice, ceremonies which took place on Sunday

afternoon, May 5, 1929.
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The very first synagogue owned by Middletown's
Jews was located on the corner of Union and Summer Streets
on the East Side of the town. Although this particular
edifice still stands, it was at that time considered a
fire trap. The first floor was used as a Hebrew School,
while prayers were conducted above.

The year 1913 witnessed a serious controversy between
the Kol Bo or "Jack of All Trades" of the congregation,
Samuel Vernikoff, and its members. Vernikoff claimed that
the members of the congregation owed him $4,000 for services
rendered. Vernikoff had already moved out of the city.
The controversy lasted for six months until a series of
rabbinical courts decided in favor of the cleric. A sum
considerably less than $4,000 was settled upon. By the
mid-nineteen-twenties, discussion centered around whether
or not to maintain the edifice on Union Street. Remaining
in the East Side of the city would necessitate a radical
redecorating of the premises. Some influential men advo-
cated such a plan and an architect by the name of Carl
Segerberg reported that a satisfactory undertaking could
be accomplished for the sumof $22,000. After much debate,
these directions were abandoned in favor of purchasing
land and erecting a new building.

Thus, on January 25, 1928, a meeting was called in

the home of Max Levine. The first order of business was
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the election of officers of a General Committee. The
duly elected committee consisted of Jacob Mattes, Morris
Poliner, Benjamin Langer, Simon Edelberg, Harry Shapiro,
David Curkin, and the host, Max Levine. The committee
was subsequently enlarged to include Samuel Mattes, Jacob
Kabatznick, Harry Schor, Louis Mittelman, Abraham Curkin,
Philip Levson, and Israel Poliner. Present at the first
meeting were Max Levine, Simon Edelberg, Samuel Mattes,
Jacob Mattes, Harry Shapiro, Abe Curkin, David Curkin,
Jacob Kabatznick, Benjamin Langer, and Israel Poliner.
The officers of the General Committee who were elected
were as follows: Chairman, Max Levine; Vice Chairman,
Louis Mittleman; Recording Secretary, Israel Poliner;
Financial Secretary, Benjamin Langer; and Treasurer, Simon
Edelberg.

Sub-committee chairmen were then elected. Samuel
Mattes was named Chairman of the Finance Committee. Jacob
Kabatznick was to head the Building Committee assisted by
Harry Shapiro as Vice-Chairman, and Louis Mittelman was to
head the Publicity Committee. Each committee chairman
was empowered to enlarge his group as he saw fit, even from
members not on the General Committee. The Poliner Building
was to become the headquarters for the Building Fund. Max
Levine reported that $10,400 had already been pledged and

Simon Edelberg was empowered to deposit the Adath Israel
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Building Fund monies at a bank of his choice.

The Building Committee worked fast and on January
29, 1928, a second meeting was held at the office of Atty.
Israel Poliner. Those present included Jacob Mattes,

Samuel Mattes, Max Levine, Simon Edelberg, Benjamin Langer,
Harry Schor, Jacob Kabatznick, Philip Levson, Louis Mittleman,
Harry Shapiro, and Israel Poliner.

After the minutes of the first meeting were read
and approved, members of the General Committee were formed
into teams of two to secure pledges. The following teams
were named: Jacob Mattes and Benjamin Langer; David Curkin
and Harry Shapiro; Simon Edelberg and Abe Curkin; Philip
Levson and Israel Poliner; Sam Mattes and Max Levine. Cards
containing the names of the Jewish inhabitants were dis-
tributed to the teams who were asked to secure pledges by
the following Sunday. The results were to be at that
Sunday meeting to be held in the home of Harry Schor.

Jacob Kabatznick then announced the additional members
of his Building Committee as follows: Jacob Mattes, Samuel
Mattes, and Benjamin Langer.

At the February 5th meeting, the various teams
reported pledges amounting to $24,315 with a number of
potential subscribers as yet unsolicited. Jacob Kabatznick
announced that his committee would visit synagogues in other

cities.
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A meeting was held on February 8th in the home of
Simon Edelberg. At this meeting the various teams brought
in other signed pledges totalling 5575. Adding these
figures together with other unsigned pledges swelled the
total in the coffer to $27,000.

Israel Poliner hosted the following meeting on
February 12th in his office. Sam Mattes reported that it
would be advisable to see the Gentiles concerning pledges
for the Synagogue and after much discussion it was decided
that Max Levine was to see a Mr. Mortison and report at
the next meeting.

There were those who were adamantly opposed to the
erection of a new building and consequently withheld their
pledges. In anticipation of retribution, they invested
in their own cemetery lot.

Still another controversy surrounded the architec-
tural design of the new edifice. On the one side were those
of the more orthodox persuasion who wanted the altar placed
in the center while others wanted it erected on the north
side. The more liberal faction prevailed.

A February 19th meeting in the office of Israel
Poliner yielded the advice of Max Levine that the time
was not yet ripe to approach the Gentile community for
contributions. Jacob Kabatznick then reported that his

committee had visited the Emanuel, Garden Street and Bedford
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Street Synagogues in Hartford, and they were most impressed
with the architecture of the New Britain Synagogue they
had seen previously. The entire building committee decided
to visit New Britain on Wednesday at 1:00 P.M. with archi-
tects.

At the February 26th meeting held in the office of
Israel foliner, Jacob Kabatznick reported on the visit
to New Britain of his committee and the architects. The
architects were asked to submit plans by March 10th.

Israel Poliner again hosted a meeting on March 10
at which time the question of a new lot arose. After much
discussion a committee consisting of Simon Edelberg, Harry
Shapigo and Samuel Mattes was appointed to investigate
the facts of the lot at the cormer of Broad and Church
Streets and to report back that Wednesday night such fac-
tors as actual cost and description.

By the time of the April first meeting held in the
office of Israel Poliner, a deposit was already put down on
the above mentioned lot. The problem of raising money and
moving the house on the lot was discussed. Various con-
tractors submitted bids to remove the house and Santi
Annino was awarded the contract.

Simon Edelberg reported that $2,680.55 in pledges
was collected. He also reported that the First National
Bank had agreed to lend the committee $30,000.00 at 5-1/2
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per cent interest. Israel Poliner was charged with learning
whether the Central National Bank could better that in-
terest rate.

The architect Golden was engaged to draw up plans
for the building with the provision that he was to keep
the entire building cost below $50,000. In the event that
this figure was to be exceeded, Golden was not to be paid.

A week later at a meeting again held in the office
of Atty. Poliner, the committee decided to accept Santi
Annino's bid of $1,500.00 to move the house on the lot.

Mr. Edelberg was to inform the tenants that the building
was to be removed.

The offer of the First National Bank was accepted
while Mr. Edelberg also reported that the amount of pledges
collected was $4,264.53 for which $900.00 was to be deducted,
leaving a balance of $3,364.53.

The April 15th meeting in Poliner's office witnesses
the Treasurer's report showing collections amounting to
$6,397.18, out of which sum $911.95 was paid out leaving
a balance of $5,485.23. The deeds for the purchase of
the lot and property at Broad and Church Street were to
be executed the next day, and Simon Edelberg as Treas-
urer was authorized to borrow $2,000.00. The minutes
of this meeting read that, "Practicully [sic] all of

the members of the general committee present at the
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meeting endorsed the note of $30,000.00 to the First Na-
tional Bank."

By the time of the April 22nd meeting in Atty.
Poliner's office, the Treasurer was able to report that
$7,672.45 had been collected and that after paying the bills
a balance of $373.77 remained. It was also reported that
the house had been moved.

Golden, the architect, reported on the progress of
his plans. The committee decided to have twelve copies
of the plans and to require a $50.00 deposit from each
contractor submitting plans and specifications.

On May 13th, the committee met in Poliner's office
to discuss the awarding of the contract for the new building.
Mr. Harry Shapiro made a motion seconded by one of the
Mattes' to award the contract to Santi A. Annino for $52,000,
and subject to the approval of the congregation. The
motion was carried.

Two weeks later the committee met in Poliner's
office and voted to pay the architect $300.00. Annino,
the contractor, was to be paid $1,000.00 on the moving of
the house, the sum of $250.00 already having been paid.

Annino presented a bill of $1,650.00 for moving
the house and an additional one of $38.92. The committee
voted to rent the rear tenement in the house to an L.

Goldberg for the sum of $15.00 a month. The front tenement
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was to be rented as soon as possible for $45.00 per month.

The following two meetings held in Atty. Poliner's
office on June 3rd and 24th dealt with minor bills which
had to be paid.

The last record of meetings at this writing tells
us that the meeting of October 14, 1928, took place in
Atty. Poliner's office and that a decision was reached
to solicit contributions from the "Goyim"—Gentiles. Mem-
bers of the committee were given a list of names on printed
cards from whom to solicit pledges.

Mr. Simon Edelberg reported that $14,908.38 had
been collected and that $15,200.00 had been loaned from
the bank. The sum of $17,865.23 had been paid to Annino
leaving a mere seventy cents in the bank.

A list exists of donors at the groundbreaking
amounting to $400.00. There were seventeen donors with
Benjamin Langer contributing $150.00 and Mrs. Ida Wrubel
$110.00.

A frayed list of donors at the laying of the corner-
stone dated September 9, 1928, tells us that forty-five
donors contributed the sum of $1,050.00. Heading the list
of donors was Mrs. Goldie Poliner who contributed $275.00,
while Mr. Joseph Eisenstein's donation amounted to $150.00.

As of this writing in 1973, we do not have any further

material from which to reconstruct a cultural history of the
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Jews of Middletown. The Synagogue did get built and it
behooves us to read an exact account of it as reported in

the Monday evening, May 6, 1929, version of The Middletown

Press entitled, "New Synagogue Dedicated to Master's
Work."?
It must have been a tremendous learning experience
for the Gentiles who partook in the afternoon's activities.
The staff writer for this article, now Senior Editor of
the newspaper, told this author that he kept nervously
fiddling with his hat all afternoon not quite sure whether

or not it was proper to wear one.

NEW SYNAGOGUE DEDICATED TO MASTER'S WORK

Christian and Jews Unite in Impressive
Ceremonies Held Yesterday

Many Inspect Handsome
Interior of Structure

Need of United Effort in Working Out God's
Commands Is Emphasized

Simple, but impressive exercises marked the formal
dedication of the new synagogue of the Congregation
Adath Israel held Sunday afternoon in the new temple
of worship that Middletown Jewry has so recently com-
pleted at Church and Broad Streets. In the soft light
of a beautiful early spring afternoon, Protestant and

“The Middletown Press, May 6, 1929, pp. 1-2.
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Jew, laity and clergy met before the same altar to pay
respects to the Almighty and dedicate properly the
building to His use. The main auditorium of the build-
ing was filled to capacity as the hour of the opening
exercises arrived and there were but few empty spaces
in the galleries that surround the temple enclosure.
Many took the occasion to inspect the entire premises
prior to the proceedings and were deeply impressed with
the modern plant that has been put into use.

On the platform behind the altar and below the
eternal light, the stone tablets emblematical of Moses'
teachings, were seated a group of Middletown Protestant
clergy, the mayor of the city, and members of the
committee in charge of arrangements. All of the latter
were in formal clothes. Clergymen occupying the seat
of honor included Rev. Frank Flood German, S.T.D.,
rector of the Church of the Holy Trinity; Rev. Ralph
A. Christie, pastor of the First Congregational church;
Rev. Herbert D. Rollason, pastor of the South Congre-
gational church; Rev. Henry C. Speed, pastor of the
First Baptist church; and Rev. Marion J. Creeger, pastor
of the First Methodist church, all of this city. Others
in the group were Rabbi Morris Silverman of Emanuel
synagogue, Hartford; Rabbi Samuel Wiernikoff of Adath
Israel synagogue; Dr. Harry S. Frank, chairman of the
dedicatory exercises; and Lawrence White of Buffalo,
N.Y., secretary of the grand lodge, Independent Order
of B'Nai Brith.

The invocation was given by Rabbi Wiernikoff, who
impressively intoned the words in Hebrew and this was
followed by a pleasant word of welcome by Dr. Frank.

He cited the unique gathering under one roof, Christian
and Jewry, and bespoke a continuance of the good feeling
now existing between the various creeds. He read con-
gratulatory letters from the Brotherhood of the First
Methodist Episcopal church; Rev. Charles M. Kavanagh,
assistant pastor of St. John's R. C. church; Rev.

Henry C. Speed, minister of the First Baptist church,
and Rev. Ernest F. Hingkeldey, pastor of St. Paul's
German Evangelical Lutheran church.

Rabbi Silverman was then introduced and was listened
to with the closest attention as he made his dedicatory
address. At the outset he offered a prayer of thanks-
giving in Hebrew and translated it in the English tongue
also using this same means of expression on other oc-
casions in his remarks. He lauded the community for
its effort in erecting the temple of worship and pre-
dicted that it marked an epoch of good will among
religions, contending that a diversity of opinions and



attitudes was always desirable.

"We need unity—not uniformity—and a spirit of
understanding,"” he said.

The Jews, he pointed cut, were the first to em-
phasize religion and were commanded by God "to build
a sanctuary," taking this from the Scriptures. He
likened the Jewish House of God as a place for prayer;
one for learning and also a place for social gatherings.
In closing he said that hatred and intrigue should
not invade such a holy place, but that it should be a
place to inspire nobler living, that Jew and Christian
might labor better for a nobler humanity.

Mayor Frederick J. Bielefield followed Rabbi Silver-
man and extended the congratulations and best wishes
of the citizens of Middletown for the splendid addition
to the local church group. "May God's richest blessing
follow you through the years to come,” said the mayor
in expressing the thought uppermost in his mind.

Dr. German opened his address by quoting from
Proverbs, "where there is no vision, the people must
perish.” Not so in Middletown where the dream of many

s in the hearts of local Jewry had at last been
fulfilled. This, he contended, would enrich the life of
the city as it was their vision translated into action.
He strongly emphasized the need for a deepened background
to contend with present day situations. Such a back-
ground, he said, would be furnished by the synagogue
and would make its worshippers a sounder and a happier
people.

Rev. Ralph A. Christie said that to him the synagogue
represented an ability to serve, and a sacrifice and he
lauded the efforts that had made it possible. The
Jewish people had earned the right to serve, five of
them were with Columbus on his memorable voyage many
centuries ago, a Jew aided George Washington in time
of dire need and Abraham Lincoln was counseled by the
writings of Hebrews and the inspiration of the prophets.
Mr. Christie emphasized that Protestants wished a con-
tinvance of the good feeling that was manifested there.
"We want to work with you and we are all one in civic
righteousness," he said.

Mr. White, the closing speaker, emphasized the
need of cooperation on the part of all peoples for the
common good and cited that this was the first community
he had visited as an officer of the lodge which had
aided so generously in the erection of the local syna-
gogue, where he had witnessed such co-operation between
Jew and Gentile, but also among the Jews, orthodox
and reformed.
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Rabbi Silverman pronounced the benediction in both
Hebrew and English, while the assemblage stood with
bowed heads and then silently filed out.



CHAPTER VII

BIRTH

This chapter is addressed to births among Middle-
town Jewry. It begins with a review of some of the studies
which have dealt with Jewish births and continues with a
brief methodology section. The findings are then presented

and we conclude with a brief discussion of them.

Background

A number of studies have in whole or in part ad-
dressed themselves to ﬁirths among the Jews. Among the
very first to do so was John S. Billings,! who gathered
data on 10,618 Jewish families including 60,630 persons
who had been living in the United States for five years
as of December 31, 1889. Billings found that the average
number of births per 1,000 Jewish women aged 15 to 40 was
66.92. The sex ratio found was 91.29 females/100 males

and 109.53 males/100 females.

ljohn S. Billings, "Vital Statistics of the Jews,"
" North American Review, 152: 70-84, 1891.

85
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In addressing himself to the number of children born
to Jewish women, Billings wrote:
The average number of children born to each mother
was 4.66, the greatest proportion being 5.63 for Russian
and Polish mothers, and the least 3.56, among mothers

born in the United States. The proportion to German

mothers was 5.24, to Hungarian 5.27, to Bohemian 5.44.2

J. B. Maller®

compared Jewish demographic figures
with those of the larger New York City area finding that
the birth rate for the Jews in the areas he studied was
somewhat lower than that for the entire New York population.
The birth rate for the Jews was 16.9, while among the rest
of the community it was 17.5.

Maller also found the Jewish infant mortality rate
significantly lower than that of the total population in
the city. Stillbirths per 1,000 live births indicated a
lower rate among the Jews than for the rest of the com-

munity, being 42.4 among the former and 46.8 among the
latter.

Mortimer Spiegelman4 writing on a Canadian Jewish

population of 170,241 enumerated in the census of June 1,

21bid., pp. 75-76.

33. B. Maller, "A Study of Jewish Neighborhoods in

. New York City," Jewish Social Service Quarterly, 10: 271-
276, 1934.

4Hortimer Spiegelman, "The Longevity of Jews in
Canaga, 1940-1942," Population Studies, 2: 292-304 (1948-
1949).
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1941, derived similar infant mortality figures. His data
led him to conclude that "Jewish infants in Canada start
life with a mortality in the first year only two-fifths of
that for the entire population. This advantage for Jews
is observed through childhood, adolescence and early ma-
turity.">

Bessie Bloom Wessel6 gathered data on 490 Jewish
families with 1,885 people. The survey was made in 1938
in New London, Connecticut. Her figures indicate that the
average Jewish family had 2.5 children and that foreign-
born women had more children than native mothers in each
age group.

Wessel also analyzed data for a nearby town, Norwich,
Connecticut, and the results of her analysis are found in
the same article cited above.7 Data in this town were
gathered in 1938 for 1,647 Jews comprising 439 families.

The average number of children born to Jewish women was
exactly the same as that reported in New London, specifi-

cally, 2.5. As in New London, the foreign-born Jewish

SIbid., p. 302.

6Bessie Bloom Wessel, "A Comparative Study of the
Jewish Communities of New London and Norwich, 1938," in
Jewish Population Studies, ed. by Sophia M. Robison (New
York: Conference on Jewish Relations, 1943), pp. 51-80.

7Ibid., pp. 70-80.



women in every age group reported having greater numbers
of children than their mative-born correligionists.

The ratio of males to females among Jews in the
sample of births was 118 to 100 compared to 105.5 to 100
in the general population.

About 17 per cent of Jewish mothers had previously
given birth to at least two children. This is in comparison
to 26 per cent among all white mothers.

David M. Liberson® in a study of the mortality of
New York Jews found:

« « « The Jewish infant death rate . . . about 16 per
1,000 live births. The non-Jewish rate was . . .
between 23 and 24 per 1,000 live births. The Jewish
rate was thus about a third lower than the non-Jewish
one.
He also found a considerably lower pregnancy-maternity
birth rate among Jews as compared with Catholics.
Liberson addressed himself to the average age of
mothers at childbirth finding the Jewish women to be 28.5
while that of all white mothers was less than 27. He also
found that only 4 per cent of Jewish mothers used general

rather than private wards in the hospitals, compared to

8pavid M. Liberson, "Causes of Death Among Jews in
New York in 1953," Jewish Social Studies, 18: 83-117, 1956.

91bid., p. 98.
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24 per cent of all mothers.

Kurt Gorwitz!©

came to similar conclusions, as the
others cited above, with respect to Jewish infant mortality
rate. He wrote that " . . . the white infant mortality
and stillbirth rates in St. Louis during 1955-1957 were
20.7 and 14.5 respectively. The annual Jewish infant

death rate is between 10.3 and 12.6, while the stillbirth
rate is between 7.5 and 9.2."

Nathan Goldberg11 has given us an illuminating
perspective on the over-all demographic position of American
Jews. Goldberg remarks that the cumulative fertility rate
of the Yiddish speaking Jewish immigrant in 1940 showed
this group's birth rate decelerating at a much more rapid
pace than that of other immigrants and the native-white
population. Yiddish-speaking immigrant women generally
had higher birth rates than native-white mothers.

Goldberg offers a number of studies showing that
Jews have fewer children than non-Jews and that the infant
and childhood survival rate is higher among the Jews than

among the non-Jews.

10kurt Gorwitz, "Jewish Mortality in St. Louis and
St. Louis County, 1955-1957," Jewish Social Studies, 24:
248-254, 1962, p. 250.

11Nathan Goldberg, "Demographic Characteristics of
American Jews," in Jews in the Modern World, ed. by Jacob
Fried (New York: Twayne Publishers, 1962), II, 632-717.




Methodology

In order to gather information for this amalysis
all 32,220 birth certificates on record in the Middletown
Health Department from the middle of the eighteenth century
until 1935 were perused. Five hundred thirty-eight or
1.67 per cent were identified as belonging to infants,
one of whose parents was Jewish. Once a Jewish certifi-
cate was identified, the very next one belonging to a non-
Jew was used. In order to comply with the law, pseudonyms
are given in place of actual names. A sample birth cer-
tificate forms Appendix C, while an explication of the

coding is given in Appendix D.

The Data

Sarah Jonas was born in Middletown in 18534. Miss
Jonas was white, her father a clothier, and she was delivered
by Dr. William B. Casey. Six days later Frederick Wilson
became the father of an infant son. Young Wilson was
white, his father, a stone cutter, was twenty-five years
old (approximately). Dr. William Bell brought young Wilson
into the world.

A little more than eighty years later, on December
30, 1934, to be exact, Feivel Fishman was born. His father's

name was Jerome Fishman while his mother was Rebecca
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Weinstein. Young Fishman's father was a thirty-one-years-
old milliner who was born in Waterbury, Connecticut, while
his mother was twenty-eight years old and born in Brooklyn,
New York. Feivel was their first child and Dr. Julius
Grower brought him into the world. That same day Barbara
Stanwell was born to Carl Stanwell and the former Andria
Wilk. Mr. Stanwell, a driller, was born in Maine, his
wife, in Middletown. Both parents were white. Barbara
was a first child and was brought into the world by Dr.

Norman E, Gissler.

Birth Rates

We are in no position to calculate Jewish birth
rates in the strict sense of the term, since calculation
of such rates is based on knowledge of the number of Jewish
women of childbearing age living inthe town on an annual
basis. The latter information could not be ascertained.
Nevertheless, we are able to look at the proportion of
Jewish births relative to non-Jews.

Data offered in Figure 2 show that the Jewish pro-
portion of births increased slowly from 1852-1879, jumping
dramatically between 1880 and 1910. A decrease took place
between 1910 and 1930 with a very slight increase taking
place during the first half of the fourth decade. The

year 1903 saw the highest proportional birth rate increase,
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15 Jewish births out of a total of 400 births, or 3.75
per cent. Table 3 gives us the figures pertaining to
Figure 2 while data in Appendix E give us an annual break-

down.
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Sex of Infant

More boys were born to Jewish parents than among
the non-Jews. For the entire period of the study as wit-
nessed in Table 4 54.3 per cent of Jewish births were
males, while 45.7 of the non-Jewish children were male.

The preponderance of male children among the Jews
is evidenced in all three periods of our study. During
the periods 1854-1869 and 1890-1899, the sex proportions

among the two groups were approximately equal.



TABLE 4

SEX OF INFANT

Religion Male Female Unknown Total
1854-1899
Jew 50.4 50.0
50.0 50.0
66 66 132
Non-Jew 49.6 50.0 100
49.2 50.0 0.8
65 66 1 132
1900-1919
Jew 56.7 43.1 100
56.5 43.1 0.4
143 109 1 253
Non-Jew 43.3 56.9
43.1 56.9
109 144 253
1920-1934
Jew 53.5 46.4
54.2 45.8
84 71 155
Non-Jew 46.5 53.6
47.1 52.9
73 82 155




TABLE 4—Continued
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Religion Male Female Unknown Total
All Ages
Jew 54.3 45.7 50.0
54.3 45.6 0.2
293 246 1 = 540
Non-Jew 45.7 54.3 50.0
45.7 54.1 0.2
47 292 1 540
Per cent and Total
50.0 49.8 0.2 100.0
540 538 2 1,080
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Religion of Parents

It will be recalled that in order to qualify for
inclusion in this amalysis, at least one of the parents
had to be identified as Jewish. As such, there conceivably
could have been a child with one non-Jewish parent. This
was to be the case only twice and in both events it was
the mother who was not Jewish. This happened once in the

period 1870-1879 and again in the 1930-1934 period.

Birthplace of Parents
Mothers

Most Jewish mothers who gave birth to children in
Middletown were themselves born either in Russia, Poland,
or Roumania. Total figures given as part of Table 5 show
that close to 70 per cent of Jewish mothers were born in
eastern Europe in contrast to approximately fifteen per
cent among non-Jewish mothers. The United States accounted
for the next highest proportion of maternal nativity among
the Jews while among the non-Jews America ranked first as
a birthplace.

High proportions of eastern European mothers could
be seen throughout especially during the 1900-1919 period.
By 1920-1934, about ten per cent of the Jewish mothers

were born in Middletown compared with about eighteen per
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cent among the non-Jews. The proportion of Jewish mothers
borm in Middletown compared with non-Jewish mothers jumped
dramatically between the second and third major periods
of the study, as did their comparative figures for other
parts of the United States.

Many more Jewish women came from Germany, Austria,
and Bohemia than was the case among non-Jews, although
the proportion of Jewish women deriving from these coun-

tries declined steadily through the years.
Fathers

Most Jewish fathers came either from Russia, Poland,
or Roumania, more than eight out of ten. As shown by
figures given in Table 6, more than four times as many
Jewish fathers derived from eastern Europe as non-Jewish
fathers. The years of the highest proportion of fathers
deriving from eastern Europe compared with non-Jewish
fathers occurred during the 1900-1919 era. During the
entire period of the study, only one in eight Jewish fathers
was born in the United States in contrast to over four
out of ten in the case of the non-Jews. We do not find
anything approaching a linear increase in the proportion
of Jewish fathers born in the United States. The same was

found to be the case among Jewish mothers.
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A sizeable number of Jewish fathers came from
Germany, Austria, or Bohemia, almost twice the proportion
as found among the non-Jews. As might be expected, the
proportion of fathers deriving from these countries was
highest during the nineteenth century and steadily decreased
over time. The same can be found among the non-Jewish

mothers.
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TABLE 5
BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHER

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1854-1899
Middletown 22.2 T8 11.9 27
5.3 18.4
6 21
United 33.9 66.1 26.0 59
States 177 34.2
20 39
Germany, 60.9 39.1 10.1 23
Austria, 12.4 7.9
Bohemia 14 9
England 56.3 43.8 7.0 16
8.0 6.1
9 7
‘Russia, 91.5 8.5 26.0 59
Poland, 47.8 4.4
Roumania 54 S
Ireland 100.0 6.2 14
23.3
14
Italy ; 25.0 75.0 1.8 4
0.9 2.6
1 3
Scotland 100.0 0.4 ) 1
0.9
1
France 0.0
Canada 100.0 1.8
3.5



TABLE 5—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1854-1899 (Continued)
Sweden 100.0 4.8 11
9.6
11
Hungary 100.0 4.8 11
7.1
8
Lithuania 0.0 0
Bavaria 100.0 0.4
0.9
1
Syria
Holland
Greece
Total 49.8 50.2 100.0 227
113 114
1900-1919
Middletown 7.4 92.6 5.4 27
0.8 10.0
2 25
United 17.1 82.9 15.1 76
States 3.1 25,1
13 63
Germany, 58.7 41.3 12.5 63
Austria, 14.6 10.4
Bohemia 37 26



TABLE 5—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919 (Continued)
England 100.0 1.0 5
2.0
5
Russia, 82.0 18.0 44.0 222
Poland, 71.9 15.9
Roumania 182 40
Ireland 100.0 2.6 13
5.2
13
Italy 100.0 0.2 1
22.7
57
Scotland 100.0 0.2 1
0.4
1
France 100.0 0.4 2
0.8
2
Canada 100.0 0.6 3
1.2
3
Sweden 6.7 93.3 3.0 15
0.4 5.6
1 14
Hungary 100.0 3.6 18
7.1
18
Lithuania 0.0
Bavaria 0.0



TABLE 5—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919 (Continued)
Syria 100.0 0.8 2
0.8
2
Holland
. Greece
Total 50.2 49.8 100.0 504
253 251
1920-1934
Middletown 36.4 63.6 14.2 44
10.3 18.1
16 28
United 59.2 40.8 31.6 98
States 37.4 25.8
58 40
Germany, 81.8 18.2 3.5 11
Austria, 5.8 1.3
Bohemia 9 2
England 100.0 1.0 3
1.9
3
Russia, 65.9 30.5 30.6 95
Poland, 42.6 18.7
Roumania 66 29
Ireland 100.0 1.3 4
2.6
4
Italy 100.0 14.5 45
29.0
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934 (Continued)
Scotland 0.0
France 100.0 0.6 2
1.3
2
Canada 100.0 0.6 2
1.3
2
Sweden 100.0 0.6 2
1.3
2
Hungary 100.0 0.6 2
: 1.3
2
Lithuania 0.0
Bavaria 0.0
Syria
Holland 100.0 0.3 1
0.6
1
Greece 100.0 0.3 1
0.6
1
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 310
155 155




TABLE 5—Continued

106

Item Jew Non-Jew Per Cent Total
All Ages
Middletown 24.5 75.5 9.4 98 -
4.6 14.2
24 74
United 39.1 60.9 22.4 233
States 17.5 27.3
91 142
Germany, 61.9 38.1 9.3 97
Austria, 11.5 7.1
Bohemia 60 37
England 50.0 50.0 2.3 24
2.3 2.3
12 12
Russia, 80.3 19.7 36.1 376
Poland, 58.0 14.2
Roumania 302 74
Ireland 100.0 3.0 31
6.0
31
Italy 0.9 99.1 10.2 106
0.2 20.2
1 105
Scotland 100.0 0.2 2
0.4
2
France 100.0 0.4 4
0.8
4
Canada 100.0 0.9 9
1 .7



TABLE 5—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
A1l Ages (Continued)
Sweden 3.6 96.4 2.7 28
0.2 5.2
1 27
Hungary 100.0 2.7 28
5.4
28
Lithuania 0.0
Bavaria 100.0 0.2
0.2
1
Syria 100.0 0.2 2
0.4
2
Holland 100.0 0.1 1
0.2
1
Greece 100.0 0.1 1
0.2
1
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 1,040
520 520




TABLE 6

BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1854-1899
Middletown 16.2 83.8 16.2 37
5.3 27.2
6 31
Other 24.4 75.6 19.7 45
United 19.6 29.8
States i {8 | 34
Germany, 68.8 31.3 14.0 32
Austria, 19.3 8.8
Bohemia 22 10
England 100.0 1.8 4
3.5
3
Russia, 91.5 8.5 31.1 7L
Poland, 57.0 5.3
Roumania 65 6
Ireland 100.0 4.8 g i |
9.6
11
Italy 25.0 75.0 1.8 4
0.9 2.6
X 3
Scotland 0.0
France 0.0
Canada 100.0 1.3
2.6
3
Sweden 100.0 5.3 12
10.5



TABLE 6—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1854-1899 (Continued)
Hungary 100.0 3.5 8
7.0
8
Bavaria 100.0 0.4 1
009
1
Syria
Holland
Greece
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 228
114 114
1900-1919
Middletown 5.4 94.6 7.4 37
0.8 13.9
2 35
Other 9.8 90.2 12:1 61
United 2.4 21.8
States 6 55
Germany, 57.6 42.4 13.1 66
Austria, 15.1 11.1
Bohemia 38 28
England 16.7 83.3 12 6
0.4 2.0
1 3
Russia, 82.1 17.9 46.7 235
Poland, 76.9 16.7
Roumania 193 42
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919 (Continued)
Ireland 100.0 1.4 7
2.8
7
Italy 100.0 11.5 58
23.0
58
Scotland 100.0 0.2 1
0.4
1
France 100.0 0.2 4 )
0.4
i |
Canada 100.0 0.8 4
1.6
4
Sweden 100.0 2.8 14
5.6
14
Hungary 100.0 2.2 11
4.4
11
Bavaria 0.0
Syria 100.0 0.4 2
0.8
2
Holland
Greece ‘
Total 49.9 50.1 100.0 503

251 252




111

TABLE 6—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934
Middletown 40.0 60.0 11,3 35
9.1 13.5
14 1
Other 36.6 63.4 23.0 11
United 16.9 29.0
States 26 45
Germany, 75.0 25.0 3.9 12
Austria 5.8 1.9
Bohemia 9 3
England 100.0 0.3 1
0.6
1
Russia, 78.2 21.8 43.0 133
Poland, 67.5 18.7
Roumania 104 29
Ireland 100.0 0.6 . 2
1.3
2
Italy 100.0 16.5 51
32.9
51
Scotland 0.0
France 0.0
Canada 100.0 0.6
g
2
Sweden 0.0

Hungary 0.0 -0



TABLE 6—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934 (Continued)
Bavaria 0.0 0
Syria 0.0 0
Holland 100.0 0.3
0.6
1
Greece 100.0 0.3 1
0.6
1
Total 49.8 50.2 100.0 309
154 155
Total
Middletown 20.2 79.8 10.5 109
4.2 16.7
22 87
Other 24.3 75.7 17.0 177
United 8.3 25.7
States 43 134
Germany, 62.7 37.3 10.6 110
Austria, 13.3 7.9
Bohemia 69 41
England 9.1 90.9 | ) | 11
0.2 149
1 10
Russia, 82.5 17.5 42.2 439
Poland, 69.7 14.8
Roumania 362 77



TABLE 6—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
.Total (Continued)
Ireland 100.0 1.9 20
3.8
20
Italy 0.9 99.1 10.9 113
0.2 21.5
) | 112
Scotland 100.0 0.1 1
0.2
) |
France 100.0 0.1 1
0.2
1
Canada 100.0 0.9 9
1.7
9
Sweden 100.0 2.5 26
5.0
26
Hungary 100.0 1.8 19
3.7
19
Bavaria 100.0 0.1 i
0.2
1
Syria 100.0 0.2 2
0.4
2
Holland 100.0 0.1 1
0.2



TABLE 6—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
Total (Continued)
Greece 100.0 0.1 1
0.2
1
Total 49.9 50.1 100.0 1,040

519 521
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Race of Parents

There were six sets of black parents who took part
in the study. In every case, these people were non-Jews.

Three black couples were found in the first period, two

in the second, and one in the third.

Nature of Birth

By nature of birth is meant whether the infant was
born live or dead. As the literature suggests might be
the case, the Jews of Middletown did not have as many still-
births as was the case among non-Jews. Table 7 shows that
for the entire period of the study, there were a total of
forty-three stillbirths, twenty-one of whom belonged to
Jews. Although numbers are low, they do suggest a lower
proportion of stillbirths among the Jews during the first
two periods and a higher one during the third. One is
nevertheless impressed with the relatively high infant
mortality figures among Middletown Jewish children.
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TABLE 7
NATURE OF BIRTH

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1854-1899
Live 50.6 49.4 95.8 253
birth 97.0 94.7
128 125
Still- 36.4 63.6 4.2 11
birth 3.0 5.3
4 e
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 264
132 132
1900-1911
Live 50.1 49.9 95.1 481
birth 95.3 94.9
241 240
Still- 48.0 52.0 4.9 25
birth 4.7 5.1
12 13
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 506
253 253
1920-1934
Live 49.5 50.5 97.7 303
birth 96.8 98.7
150 153
Still-
birth 71.4 28.6 2.3 4
3.2 1.3



TABLE 7—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934 (Continued)
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 310
155 155
All Ages
Live 50.0 50.0 96.0 1,037
birth 96.1 95.9
519 518
Still- 48.8 51.2 4.0 43
birth 3.9 4.1
21 22
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 1,080

540 540
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Mode of Delivery

Mode of delivery refers to the person who may have
aided the mother deliver her child, or at least signed the
birth certificate. The document may have listed either a
physician, midwife, registrar, self-delivery, or registered
nurse.

Jews were far more likely than non-Jews to resort
to physicians in the delivery of their children. Figures
given in Table 8 show that almost 97 per cent of Jewish
children were delivered by physicians compared with slightly
over 83 per cent among the non-Jews. These figures are
fairly consistent for the duration of the study.

Almost one in ten Jewish births during the first
period was certified by midwives, a figure very close to
that found for non-Jews. Non-Jews were more than five
times as likely to resort to midwives as were the Jews

for the entire period of the study.



MODE OF DELIVERY

TABLE 8
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1854-1899
Physician 51.7 48.3 89.5 230
90.8 88.1
119 111
Midwife 52.2 47.8 8.9 23
9.2 8.7
12 11
Registrar 100.0 1.6 4
3.2
E
Self-delivery 0.0
Registered 0.0
nurse
Total 51.0 49.0 100.0 257
131 126
1900-1919
Physician 54.1 45.9 89.9 447
98.0 82.0
242 205
Midwife 2.3 97.7 8.7 43
0.4 16.8
1 42
Registrar 40.0 60.0 1.0 5
0.8 1.2
2 3
Self-delivery 100.0 0.2 b 4
0.4



TABLE 8—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919 (Continued)
Registered 100.0 0.2 1
nurse 0.4
1
Total 49.7 50.3 100.0 497
247 250
1920-1934
Physician 53.6 46.4 93.8 289
100.0 87.6
155 134
Midwife 100.0 5.8 18
11.8
18
Registrar 100.0 0.3 1
0.7
1
Self-delivery 0.0 0
Registered
nurse 0.0 0}
Total 50.3 49.7 100.0 308
155 153
All Ages
Physician 53.4 46.6 91.0 966
96.8 85.1
516 450
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TABLE 8—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

A1l Ages (Continued)

Midwife 15.5 84.5 7.9 84
2.4 13.4
13 71
Registrar 20.0 80.0 0.9 10
0.4 1.5
2
Self-delivery 100.0 0.1 1
0.2
1
Registered 100.0 0.1 1
nurse 0.2
1
Total 50.2 49.8 100.0 1,062

533 529
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Multiple Births

The Jews were far more likely to have twins born
to them than non-Jews. Table 9 shows that this phenomenon
was consistent throughout all of the periods encompassed

in the study.



TABLE 9
MULTIPLE BIRTHS
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10 1

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1854-1899
Single 49.4 50.6 98.9 261
97.7 100.0
129 132
Twin 100.0 1.1 3
2.3
3
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 264
132 132
1900-1919
Single 49.4 50.6 98.0 496
96.8 99.2
245 251
Twin 80.0 20.0 2.0 10
3.2 0.8
8 2
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 506
253 253
1920-1934
Single 48.5 51.5 96.5
93.5 99.4
145 154
Twin 90.0 9.1 3.5 11
6.5 0.6
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934 (Continued)

Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 310
155 155
All Ages

Single 49.1 50. 97.8 1,056
96.1 99.4
519 537

Twin 87.5 12.5 2.2 24
3.9 0.6
21 3

Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 1,080
540 540
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Occupation of Father

It would be impossible to list every occupation
in which fathers were engaged. A category system was

clearly needed and the one developed by August B. Hollings-

12

head was decided upon. It is called The Two Factor Index

of Social Position and is discussed more fully in Appendix

F.

Table 10 for our entire period shows that Jewish
fathers were more likely to be found in positions of high
occupational status than non-Jews. For every four non-
Jewish fathers in major professional positions, there were
six Jews so engaged. Total figures in the minor profes-
sional category are even more striking. They indicate that
for every 5.7 Jewish fathers, there was only one non-Jewish
father so employed. Over twice as many non-Jewish fathers
held unskilled manual occupations as was the case among the
Jews.

Compared with non-Jewish fathers, Jews could be
seen over time increasingly in positions of higher occupa-
tiomal status. High proportions of Jewish fathers could

‘be found relatively speaking throughout the entire period

lgAngust B. Hollingshead, Two Factor Index of
Social Position (New Haven: privately printed, 1957).
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of the study in the minor professional and little business

categories.



TABLE 10

OCCUPATION OF FATHER
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1854-1899
Ma jor 100.0 1al 3
Professional 2.3
3
Lesser 100.0 1:1 3
Professional 2.3
3
Minor 81.2 18.8 26.3 69
Professional 42,7 9.9
56 13
Little 60.0 40.0 7.6 20
Business 9.2 6.1
12 8
Skilled 31.6 68.4 30.2 79
Manual 19.1 41.2
Employee 25 54
Semi-skilled 13.3 86.7 5.7 15
1.5 9.9
2 13
Unskilled 49.3 50.7 27.9 73
27.5 28.2
36 37
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 262
131 131
1900-1919
Major 75.0 25.0 1.6 8
Professional 2.4 0.8
6 2
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TABLE 10—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

1900-1919 (Continued)

Lesser 20.0 80.0 10 S
Professional 0.4 1.6
1 4
Minor 85.0 15.0 25.2 127
Professional 42.9 7.6
108 19
Little 45.5 54.5 6.6 33
Business 6.0 T2
15 18
Skilled 44 .4 55.6 34.0 171
Manual 30.2 37.8
Employee 76 95
Semi-skilled 2L.6 78.4 7.4 37
3.2 11.6
6 29 ‘
Unskilled 31.1 68.9 24.3 122
15.1 33.5
38 84
Total 50.1 49.9 100.0 503
252 251
1920-1934
Ma jor 62.5 37.5 5.3 16
Professional 6.5 3.9
10 6
Lesser 33.3 66.7 1.9 6
Professional 1.3 2.6



TABLE 10—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934 (Continued)
Minor 88.4 11.6 30.7 95
Professional 54.2 el
84 i 0
Little 60.6 39.4 10.7 33
Business 12.9 8.4
20 13
Skilled 40.0 60.0 227 70
Manual 18.1 27.3
Employee 28 42
Semi-skilled 19.4 80.6 117 36
4.5 18.8
7 29
Unskilled 5 92.5 17.2 53
2.6 31.8
4 49
Total 50.2 49.8 100.0 309
155 154
All Ages
Ma jor 59.3 40.7 2.9 27
Professional 3.0 2.1
16 11
Lesser 21.4 78.6 1.3 14
Professional 0.6 2.1
3 11
Minor 85.2 14.8 27.1 291
Professional 46.1 8.0
248 43
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
All Ages (Continued)
Little 54.7 45.3 8.0 86
Business 8.7 7.3
47 39
Skilled 40.3 59.7 29.8 320
Manual 24.0 35.6
Employee 129 191
Semi-skilled 19.3 80.7 8.2 88
3.2 13.2
17 71
Unskilled 31.5 68.5 23.1 248
14.5 31.7
78 170
Total 50.1 49.9 100.0 1,074
538 536
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Occupation of Father and Number of Children

Generally, there is no reason to believe that oc-
cupational status and number of children differed by re-
ligious status for the entire period of the study. Table
11 does show a few exceptions. Between 1852 and 1899,
non-Jewish fathers in the middle class occupations tended
to have fewer children than the Jewish fathers in the same
occupational positions. Between 1920 and 1934, considerably
more children were born to non-Jewish fathers in the lower

class occupations than was the case among Jews.



TABLE 11
OCCUPATION OF FATHER AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN
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Occupation Religion Number of Children
1 2-3 4-5 6-7 8+ Total
1852-1899
1-2 Jew
Non-Jew 2.9 9.5 4.5
20.0 80.0 S
1 4
3-35 Jew 64.7 74.9 73.7 66.7 44.4 66.4
14.7 32.0 37.3 10.7 5.3 75
11 24 28 8
Non-Jew 97:1 61.9 50.0 50.0 28.6 55.4
32.3 41.9 14.5 8.1 3.2 62
20 26 9 S 2
6-7 Jew 33.3 35.1 26.3 33.3 55.6 33.6
\15.8 34.2 6.3 10.9 13.2 38
6 13 10 4
Non-Jew 40.0 28.6 50.0 50.0 71.4 40.2
3l.1 26.7 20.0 11.1 11.1 45
14 12 9 S 53
1900-1919
1-2 Jew 6.3 1.9 2.9
83.3 16.7 6
S 1
Non-Jew 1.4 4.2 5.0 2.5
20.0 60.0 20.0 9
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TABLE 11—_Continued

Occupation Religion Number of Children
1 2-3 4.5 6-7 8+ Total
1900-1919 (Continued)
3-5 Jew 84.4 75.0 80.8 95.2 100.0 81.4
22.9 36.1 25.3 12.0 3.6 166
38 60 42 20 6
Non-Jew  55.1 51.4 51.6 50.0 66.7 53.0
. 36.2 35.2 15.2 9.5 3.8 105
38 37 16 10 4
6-7 Jew 15.6 18.8 173 4.8 15.7
21.9 46.9 28.1 3.1 32
7 15 9 1
Non-Jew 43.5 44.4 48.4 45.0 33.3 44.4
34.1 36.4 17.0 10.2 2.3 88
30 32 15 9 2
1920-1934
1-2 Jew 16:7 5.6 3.6 9
58.3 33.3 8.3 12
7 4 1
Non-Jew 8.8 9.2 3.8 6.5
30.0 60.0 10.0 10
3 6 1
3-5 Jew 73.8 88.7 92.9 77.8 100.0 84.9
24.0 48.8 20.2 5.4 1.6 129
31 63 26 0 2
Non-Jew 50.0 44.6 34.6 35.3 45.5 43.1
25.8 43.9 13.6 9.1 7.6 66

17 29 9 6 S



TABLE 11—Continued
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Occupation Religion Number of Children
1 2-3 4-5 6-7 8+ Total
1920-1934 (Continued)
6-7 Jew 9.5 5.6 3.6 22,2 7:2
36.4 36.4 9.1 18.2 1L
4 4 1 2
Non-Jew 41.2 46.2 61.5 64.7 54.5 50.3
18.2 39.0 20.8 14.3 7.8 7
14 30 16 6 6
All Ages
1-2 Jew 8.0 6.0 2.5 5.1
38.9 50.0 11.} 18
bt 9 2
Non-Jew 3.9 6.6 1.8 2.7 4.3
26.7 60.0 6.7 6.7 15
4 9 ) 1
3-5 Jew 79.3 41.5 85.0 90.0 100.0 82.9
23.4 41.7 23.1 9.2 2.7 295
69 123 68 27 8
Non-Jew 53.4 48.2 43.9 43.2 52.9 48 .7
32.2 38.6 14.6 9.4 5.3 171
55 66 25 16 9
6-7 Jew 12.6 12.6 12.5 10.0 12.1
25.6 44,2 23.3 7.0 43
11 19 10 3
Non-Jew  42.7 45.3 54.4 54.1 47.1 47.0
26.7 37.6 18.8 12.1 4.8 165
44 62 31 20 8
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Number of Children

Table 12 shows that Jewish mothers had slightly
more children than non-Jewish mothers during the entire
period of the study. The greater average number of children
among Jewish mothers is particularly pronounced from 1854
until 1919 with figures reversing themselves between 1920
and 1934. Thus, whereas during the early and middle years
of our study, Jewish women had roughly on the average of
one more child than non-Jewish women, by the 1919-1934
period, non-Jewish women were having on the average of one
more child than their Jewish neighbors. In absolute terms,
whereas Jewish fertility was declining the reverse could
be seen among non-Jews. It is important to keep in mind
that these figures do not represent completed families.

We next wished to discern the relationship between
number of children and nativity of parents. Table 13 shows
that for the entire period of the study, native-born Jewish
mothers had fewer children than native-born non-Jewish
mothers, while Jewish mothers of foreign birth had slightly
more children on the average than non-Jewish mothers.

Both Jewish and non-Jewish native-born mothers show
a decline in fertility over the entire period of the study.
Whereas, foreign-born Jewish mothers showed a steady decline
in fertility, this was not found to be the case among non-

Jewish foreign-born women.



TABLE 12

NUMBER OF CHILDREN
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Item Jews Non-Jews

1852-1899

b § 3.90 3.06

sd 2.54 2.41

N 114 113
1900-1919

X 3.94 3.21

sd 2.47 2.44

N 248 250
1920-1934

X 2.82 3.81

sd 1.84 2.73

N 155 155

Total

X 3.60 3.36

sd 2.37 2.54

N 517 518
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Age of Parents

Mothers

Jewish mothers were slightly older than their non-
Jewish neighbors at the birth of any child, as seen by
examining figures in Table 14. This was not the case in
every period. Compared with non-Jewish mothers, Jewish
mothers were younger in the first and third periods and
older during the second.

Of interest also are the consistently lower standard
deviations suggesting the possibility of greater controlled

fertility among Jewish women.

Fathers

The same pattern was found among Jewish fathers
as among Jewish mothers. Jewish fathers tended to be
older at the birth of any child as seen by figures in
Table 14. No real differences could be seen in the first
period, while Jewish fathers were found to be older in the

1900-1919 period and younger in the 1920-1934 period.
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TABLE 14
AGE OF PARENTS AT BIRTH OF ANY CHILD

Item Jews Non-Jews
Mothers Fathers Mothers Fathers
1854-1899
X 28.36 31.37 28.71 32.32
sd 5.65 6.05 6.29 7.50
N 129 129 129 130
1900-1919
X 29.11 32.93 27.85 31.98
sd 6.03 6.20 6.49 7.03
N 248 249 252 252
1920-1934
X 29.52 33.77 29.87 34.15
sd 5.52 5.55 6.51 7.58
N 155 155 153 155
Total
X 29.05 32.80 28.64 32.69
sd 5.81 6.05 6.50 237
N 532 533 534 537
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Age of Parent: Native vs. Foreign,
Any Child

We wished to determine what differences, if any,
exist between nativity of parent and age at birth of any
child. Figures shown in Table 15 indicate that native-
born Jewish mothers were younger at the birth of any child
than pmative-born non-Jewish mothers. These figures are
consistent during all three periods.

Foreign-born Jewish mothers were found to be slightly
older at the birth of any child than foreign-born non-
Jewish mothers. This was not found to be the case consis-
tently throughout the entire duration of the study. Thus,
foreign-born Jewish mothers were younger during the first

and third periods and older in the second period.
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Native-born Jewish fathers were found to be younger
at the birth of any child than their native-born non-Jewish
neighbors. This was not always the case, as mative-born
Jewish fathers were older during the first period, con-
siderably younger during the second, and older during the
third period.

Foreign-born Jewish fathers were younger than non-
Jewish foreign-born fathers at the birth of any child.

This was found to be the case throughout with the excep-
tion of the 1900-1919 period when foreign-born Jewish fathers
were found to be older than their foreign-born non-Jewish
counterparts.

Lower standard deviations could be found among the
Jews whether fathers or mothers were compared or nativity
of parentage. One exception did occur and that was during
the 1900-1919 era when non-Jewish native fathers had a
larger standard deviation than foreign-born non-Jewish
fathers.

These figures suggest the possibility of greater
controlled fertility on the part of Jewish mothers and
fathers and among native-born parents than among those of

foreign births.
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Age of Parents at Birth of First Child

No réal differences, as shown in Table 16, were
seen between age of Jewish and non-Jewish mothers at birth
of a first child for the entire period of the study. Jewish
mothers were younger during the first two periods and older
during the third.

Jewish fathers were older than their non-Jewish
counterparts at birth of a first child for the entire
period of the study. They were also younger during the

first two periods and older during the third.
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TABLE 16

146

Item Non-Jews
Mothers Fathers Mothers Fathers
1854-1899
x 23.65 27.82 24,77 26.97
sd 4.90 4.33 5.34 6.32
N 17 17 35 35
1900-1919
X 23,70 26.41 22,75 26.61
sd 3.28 3.23 3.90 4.33
N 46 46 76 76
1920-1934
X - 25.19 29.51 24,83 28.23
sd 3.79 4.48 4.81 5.32
N 43 43 29 30
Total
x 23.86 27.90 23.69 27.04
sd 3.96 4.21 4.61 5.14
N 106 106 140 141
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Age of Parents at Birth of First Child:
Native vs. Foreign

Of importance is the age of parents whether native
or foreign-born at the birth of a first child.

Figures given in Table 17 indicate that native-
born Jewish women were slightly younger at the birth of a
first child. This was not always the case as they were
found to be older in the nineteenth century than their
native-born non-Jewish neighbors.

Foreign-born Jewish mothers on the other hand were
found to be more than one year older at the birth of a
first child than their foreign-born non-Jewish neighbors.
This was the case during the last two periods of the study,
especially during the 1920-1934 era when an almost two
year difference favoring the Jewish women was evidenced.
During the nineteenth century, the reverse pattern could
be seen with foreign-born Jewish women more than one year
younger at the birth of a first child than foreign-born
non-Jewish women.

Native-born men, on the other hand, were on the
average more than two years older at the birth of a first
"child than native-born non-Jewish men. This was especially
the case during the 1920-1934 era when Jewish men were
found to be almost three years older at the birth of a
first child than non-Jewish men. During the nineteenth
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century native-born Jewish fathers were almost four years
older than native-born non-Jewish men at the birth of a.
first child. The pattern reversed itself during the 1900-
1919 period with native-born Jews becoming fathers at
twenty-four years of age compared with native non-Jews
who first became fathers at slightly over twenty-seven
years of age.

Foreign-born Jewish fathers are also seen to have
become fathers at an older age than foreign-born non-Jewish
men. This was not always the case. No real differences
are seen in the nineteenth century, while Jewish men tended
to become fathers at a slightly older age during the 1900-
1919 era and younger during the 1920-1934 period.
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Concluding Remarks

The proportion of Jewish births in Middletown was
very small, exceeding 2 per cent only between 1900 and
1919. From then on there was a relative decline. This
suggests the possibility that a number of Jews of child-
bearing age may have left Middletown. A marked decline is
seen in the very early 1930's which probably reflects
Jewish sensitivity to the economic depression of 1929.

More boys are born than girls. Data that we have
already cited shows that Jews are even more likely than
those in the general population to have male children.

The Middletown experience strongly supports this phenomenon.

The nativity of Middletown Jewish parents reflects
the proportions from the countries from which they generally
came to these United States. That is to say, there is no
reason to suspect that the mativity of Middletown Jewish
parents did not reflect the proportional representation
of Jews generally from the various European countries.
This was not found to be the case among non-Jewish parents
in Middletown. Higher proportions of Middletown's non-
Jewish parents derived from Italy than generally came to
American shores.

Our data suggest far more stillbirths among the
Jews than the literature records should be the case. Al-

though not quite as many Jewish stillbirths were found
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among the Jews as among the non-Jews. The figures are in
an absolute sense very high.

Two reasons are suggested for this finding. One,
many non-Jews may have concealed their stillbirths from
the authorities. This may have been possible if we infer
from the fact that 15 per cent of non-Jewish children were
certified by a midwife. Jews on the other hand were far
more likely to resort to physicians who were probably more
inclined to report a stillbirth. Tﬁus, non-Jewish still-
births may have been under-reported.

Secondly, the Jewish community was small and preg-
nancies and their consequences were unlikely to go unno-
ticed. Jewish male stillbirths are required by Jewish law
to be nmamed, circumcised and buried in a Jewish cemetery.
Female Jewish stillbirths must be named and buried in a
Jewish cemetery. Any cemetery burial is required by general
law to be recorded. Thus, again it may well be that non-
Jewish stillbirths may have been underreported inflating the
relative Jewish statistics. Thus, these findings are
probably more of a cultural artifact than of a biological
one.

The high proportions of physicians who delivered
Jewish infants are impressive. One would assume that
Jewish women were very likely to consult with physicians

during their pregnancies. These data lend further support
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to the notion that Jews are more likely to resort to the
medical profession in time of need than is the case among
non-Jews.

One is hard pressed to explain the very high rgla-
tive proportion of twins born to Jewish parents, except
to repeat that it is consistent throughout all periods
of the study.

Jewish fathers were in higher occupational statuses
than non-Jewish fathers. This suggests that they may have
been in a relatively good position to provide their children
with a better start in life,

The influence of the American opportunity structure
on Jewish fertility is reflected by the declining birth
rates exhibited by Jewish parents. These data suggest
that Jewish parents appreciated that one way to maximize
the life chances of their offspring was to limit the num-
bers of their children. Although native-born non-Jewish
parents seem to have appreciated the advantages to be
accrued from curtailed fertility, it appears to be far
more pronounced among native-born Jews. Lower standard
deviations among the Jews lend further support to the
above assertions.

Further evidence of the desire among the Jews to
maximize their life chances on the market place and that

of their children is suggested by the older ages at which
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they had their first children. This was found to be par-
ticularly the case among Jewish fathers who in those years
in particular assumed the major responsibility for the

economic well-being of their families.



CHAPTER VIII

OCCUPATIONS

This chapter is addressed to the occupational
pursuits of the Jews in Middletown. It begins with a
brief discussion of what we generally know of the Jews
in the American economic marketplace, followed by a sec-
tion describing the methodology used to gather and analyze
the data for the present study. The findings are then
reported and the chapter concludes with an interpretation
of the data.

In order to gain an understanding of the place of
the Jews in American economic life we must first understand
something of the economic situation in the country in the
middle of the nineteenth century. In a word, the economic
picture was very good. Industry was expanding and the
average American was experiencing unprecedented buying
power. Innovations in transportation and communication
were both uniting the people while at the same time spread-
ing the wealth. New England and the Middle Atlantic States
were responsible for almost half of the manufactured goods

in the country.

155
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The Civil War, as could be expected, caused certain
economic difficulties. These difficulties were soon al-
leviated by virtue of the Government's need for clothing,
equipment, and other necessities of war. In fact, people
in the North were literally growing wealthy. Among the
high priorities were dry goods and those who dealt in them
accordingly reaped the benefits. The decade following the
Civil War saw ever increasing prosperity and a rising number
of Jews in this country who were ready, willing, and able
to partake in this expansion.

Isaac Mayer Wise1 was among the first to give us
a picture of the position of the Jew in nineteenth century
American economic structure, telling us in the year 1885

that:

By the force of previous conditions most of the
immigrant Jews resort to small commercial or light
mechanical trades. But they do not abide there, and
are engaged today in all kinds of mercantile and me-
chanical pursuits in the cities. Like other people
they are bankers, brokers in very small numbers, manu-
facturers, importers, jobbers, wholesale and retail
dealers, in all classes and kinds of merchandise, while
others are peddlers, hucksters or purchasers of raw
materials. Again others are agents or solicitors for
fire and life insurance companies, book-keepers, clerks,
commercial travelers, newspaper men and book-agents.

. « « They are carpenters, tailors, shoemakers, painters,

1Isaac Mayer Wise, "Judaism in America," American
Jews Annual, 1884-1885 (Cincinatti: Hebrew Union College),
P. 38.
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cigar-makers, glaziers, butchers, tanners, metallur-
gists, watch makers, upholsterers, printers, furriers,
tinners, plumbers, engravers, etc. . . . They are
physicians, lawyers, preachers, teachers, architects,
artists, sculptors, druggists, opticians, musicians,
actors, composers, authors, poets. . . . They are not
engaged in large numbers in agricultural pursuits.

e o« o Still, the number of Jewish farmers in this
country is much larger than is generally supposed.

Almost forty years after Wise's assessment of the
position of the Jew in the American economic structure,
certain stereotypes of the Jew had already become well

entrenched, images which persist until the present day.

Samuel P. Orth in his volume Qur Foreigners2 highlighted

these stereotypes as follows:

The Jews are the intellectuals of the new immi-
gration. They invest their political ideas with vague
generalizations of human amelioration. They cannot
forget that Karl Marx was a Jew; and one wonders how
many Trotzkys and Lenines are being bred in the stagnant
air of their reeking ghettos. It remains to be seen
whether they will be willing to devote their undoubted
mental capacities to other than revolutionmary vagaries
or to gainful pursuits, for they have a tendency to
commercialize everything they touch.

What occupational pursuits did the Jews in fact
follow in the course of their early existence in these

United States? A number of studies exist which have ad-

dressed themselves to this problem. Perhaps the first

2Sa-ue1 P. Orth, Qur Foreigners: A Chronicle of
Americans _in the Making (New Haven: Yale University Press,

1920), p. 179.
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one to gather data on this subject in any systematic fashion
was that of Billings,3 with whose work we are already some-
what familiar.

As part of his research, Billings gathered occu-
pational data on 18,031 males and 1,358 females. Dr.
Billings was able to categorize 85.6 per cent or 15,445
of the males and 57.5 per cent or 781 of the females.
Billings' figures as shown in Table 18 indicate that the
Jewish males were most heavily concentrated as retail
dealers followed by clerks and wholesalers. Among the
females Billings' data showed the highest proportion to
be among accountants and bookkeepers followed by servants

and teachers.

3John S. Billings, "Vital Statistics of the Jews,"
North American Review, 152: 70-84, 1891.



159

0°00T S¥h ST Te30],

L’ 11T SIOUTTTTW
T eLT guoelung puw suvldIsAyq
T €81 SI9qUW J6IT)H
8°T G8T SI0AME]
v'e 8LE SJ0)BWYD}BM pUB SJIdTOMaApL
¢‘c 88¢ Uay AIBJIO)TT puB SIYO VI,

satuedwo)y jyo

L2 (444 STETOTIJO pue ‘saadoag ‘saadueg
g°e ves SJI0TT8L
9°TT L6LT SI0TOARBRL], TETIJI0WWO)
o'vt 212 SJI0TV9([ pue SIUBYOJON OTBSOTOYM
L°61 1v0‘g g)jIeT) puw ‘saedeedpoog ‘sjuBIUNOOOY
L'8¢ LL6'G sJaeTweq Treloy

SaTeN

uot3ednddQ UTYITA
SMOpQ JO JUdd J9d

uoT3ednoog ayj
UTYITM Joqumy

uot3ednoog

SONITIIE X4 ANNOJ SV SMAC 40 SLINSUNd TVNOILVANDJO

8T FTAVL



160

0°001 184 1e30]1

0°¥1 601 SIUTTITH
cvI 11 saau ssaJq
8°1¢ 0LT SJI9Y0wva]
L°S% LLT S)UBAIAG
¥°L0 ¥1¢c saadeoypjoog puw S3UBIUNOIDY

soTeue

uoT3ednddQ UTYITM
SMaf JO 3Udd J9d

uotrjlednddoQ ayjl
UTYITM Joqumy

uotjednooQ

ponuTIUuO)—81 TTIAVL



161

Bessie Bloom \iessel,4 whose work has been previously
discussed, found that in New London, Connecticut, as of
1938, 31.1 per cent of all Jews fifteen years of age and
over reported being gainfully employed. The males con-
stituted 86.8 per cent while females comprised 13.2 per
cent of the sample. Wessel found that 54.5 per cent of
the 597 gainfully employed Jews were engaged in trade while
16.2 per cent were occupied in manufacturing and mechanical
industries. The 54.5 per cent Jewish figure for trade
stands in marked contrast to a 17 per cent figure for the
entire New London population in 1930, a category which
included insurance and banking.

More than one-quarter of the ninety-seven Jews
engaged in manufacturing and mechanical occupations dealt
in clothing. Over 60 per cent of the gainfully employed
Jews were employers or self employed. Forty-four per cent
of the fifty-seven professional men were engaged as lawyers.

For Norwich, Connecticut, in the same year, Wessel
found about 51 per cent of the 620 gainfully employed Jews
engaged in trade, while 23 per cent or 141 individuals
were involved in manufacturing and mechanical occupations.

-Forty-three individuals sc classified were in clothing.

4Bessie Bloom Wessel, "A Comparative Study of the
Jewish Communities of New London and Norwich, 1938," in
Jewish Population Studies, ed. by Sophia M. Robison (New
York: Conference on Jewish Relations, 1943), pp. 51-80.
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Fifty-seven Jews were employed in clerical occupations,
while twenty-four reported domestic and personal service
as a source of income.

Fifty-eight Jews were engaged in the professions—
five as physicians, seven as lawyers, four as dentists,
while the seventeen women in this category were either
nurses or teachers.

Samuel Koenig's socioeconomic study of the Jews
of Stamford, Connecticut,5 done in 1938, is very illumi-
nating. Among Koenig's findings are that over 63 per cent
of the Jews sixteen years of age and over, or 1,540, were
gainfully employed. Using the 1939 Stamford City Directory,
he found that:

The main occupation of the Stamford Jews . . .
is trade and commerce. Well over half, or 807, of
all gainfully occupied individuals are either in busi-
ness for themselves or connected otherwise with a com-
mercial enterprise. The chief concentration is in the
retail rather than the wholesale trade. The fields in
which Jews predominate are dry goods and wearing ap-
parel, particularly men's clothing and children's wear,
food, jewelry, drugs and cosmetics, furniture, and
electrical and plumbing supplies.

5Samuel Koenig, "The Socioeconomic Structure of an
American Jewish Community," in Jews in a Gentile World,

ed. by Isacque Graeber (New York: Macmillan, 1942), pp.
200-242.

S1bid., pp. 207, 210.
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It is perhaps instructive to examine Koenig's

findings in greater detail. He writes that:

Of the 16 dealers in men's clothing listed in the
Directory, 15 are Jews. All of the five children's
and infants' wear shops are owned by Jews. Of the
17 retail dry-goods dealers, 10 are Jews. There are
30 dealers in women's and misses' clothers, and of
these 22 are Jews. Jews own also 13 of the 15 men's
furnishing shops, 6 of the 10 millineries, 3 of the
6 corset shops, and 10 of the 19 shoe stores.

In the food-distribution field the Jews are promi-
nent only in the larger markets and in some branches
of the wholesale trade. The five largest markets,
exclusive of the chain stores, are owned by Jews. The
only cattle slaughtering in Stamford for the wholesale
trade is done by a Jewish firm. Only two wholesale
produce dealers are listed and both are Jews. There
are 2 wholesale grocers of whom 1 is a Jew. Of the
3 butter, egg, and cheese dealers, 2 are Jews; and of
the 6 retail produce dealers, 3 are Jews. There are
7 wholesale meat firms, of which 3 are Jewish, and 9
delicatessen stores, of which 3 are owned by Jews.

On the other hand, of the 188 retail grocery stores
listed, only 23 have Jewish owners. Jews are also
prominent in both the retail and the wholesale liquor
business. There are 18 Jewish-owned retail package
stores among the 51 listed and 2 Jews among the 7
wholesale liquor dealers.

Jews practically control the jewelry business,
with 13 out of a total of 15 establishments in this
field. There exist two wholesale drug firms, both
of which are Jewish, and 3 cut-rate cosmetic stores,
of which 2 are owned by Jews. The Jews are also well
represented in the furniture and builders' supply
fields. Among the 25 furniture stores, which include
radio and music shops, 14 are Jewish-owned. Jews own
6 of 11 paint stores, 3 of the 5 plumbing firms, and
1 of the 3 lumberyards. Finally, of the 7 department
stores, 3 are owned by Jews. Only one of these, how-
ever, deserves the name of department store, and that
is owned by a nonresident. Jews may be found, of
course, in many other business fields, but in none
of these are they prominent.

71bid., p. 210.
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Koenig found that the Jews played a negligible role
in the financial, real estate, and insurance fields. Al-
though eleven of the sixty-one manufacturing concerns were
owned by Jews, most of the owners of these concerns were
non-Stamford residents and their firms were much smaller
in size.

The category containing the second largest number
of gainfully employed Jews was the professions with almost
200 or 12.5 per cent of the total. Forty-eight of the 110
lawyers were Jews, although ten were either not practicing
law or at least not practicing in Stamford. Following
the legal profession in numerical importance were school
teachers, dentists, physicians, commercial artists, ac-
countants, chemists, and technical engineers.

During the academic year 1933-1934, the Hebrew
Union College sponsored Rosenberg-Schottenfels Prize Essays
dealt with the economic position of the Jews in the United
States during the second half of the nineteenth century.8
These studies are illuminating and represent a coherent

introduction into the position of the early Jews in the

8Arthur J. Lelyveld, "The Economic Life of American
Jewry During the Period 1860-1875," Ely E. Pilchik, "The
Economic Life of American Jewry 1860-1875," and "The Eco-
nomic Life of American Jewry During the Period 1875-1880."
Unpublished Rosenberg-Schottenfels Memorial Prize Essays
(Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College, 1934).
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American occupational structure. They dealt with the large
urban centers such as New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore,
among others. Although informative, they, along with all
of the previously cited works, suffer from at least one or
all of the following possible deficiencies. One, the
identity of who is a Jew may be called into question.
Since the authérs used the City Directories of large cities,
they could not reasonably have been expected to identify
positively who was a Jew. Secondly, these studies used
samples of years from within their respective range of
years studied. In the third place, these studies dealt
only with a very limited number of years generally 1860-
1885. Fourth, the authors dealt only with those occupa-
tions in which Jews were to be found, neglecting to view
the economic pursuits of the entire city in question.
Finally, these works dealt, as stated above, with large
cities and we are still at a loss as to what the economic
position of the Jews was in the small towns.

Ely E. Pilchik9 addressed himself to the problem
of assessing the economic position of the Jews in small
towns, writing:

The position of the Jews in the small towns offers
a problem which would require far more time for

9pilchik, "1860-1875," p. ii.
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research than possible here for about one third of
the Jewish population is thus scattered. An ideal
study of Jewish economic life would have thoroughly
investigated this field but this too must remain for
some future pioneer.

Our present study represents an attempt to surmount
the above problems. The author was in a much better posi-
tion to validly establish the identity of who was a Jew.
The economic aspect of this study was done on an annual
basis from 1870-1934. Information on every occupation
whether or not Jews were involved in it was gathered allow-
ing us to begin to weigh the Jewish contribution within
that occupation with that of the rest of the occupations

where Jews were to be found and with reference to all of

the other occupations in the entire city.

Methodology

The following procedures were followed in order
to gain insight into the occupational position of the Jews
in Middletown. First, the business section of every City
Directory printed from 1870-1934 was carefully studied
and a count made of the number of Jews or Jewish concerns
within each occupational category. A similar count was
made of the total number of individuals or concerns within
that occupational category. Second, a three digit number

was assigned to each occupational category. Finally, the
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data were coded and punched onto IBM cards in the following
manner. The first four columns contain the year, columns
5-7 contain the occupational number, columns 8 and 9 con-
tain the number of Jews in that occupational category,
while columns 10-12 contain the total number of people in
the city engaged in that occupation. A total of approxi-
mately 12,500 such entries were made for the period en-
compassed by this study. There were a total of 825 dif-
ferent entries in the City Directories.

The analysis of these data required the writing of
four basic computer programs. The first program sorts all
of the information into seven periods and totals this in-
formation for the duration of the entire study. Data
reported in the tables refer to three periods, namely
1870-1899, 1900-1919, and 1920-1934. The first program
gives the following information and a sample of it forms
Appendix G.

1. Number of Jews for the given period

2. Total number of people for the given period

3. Proportion of Jews for the given period

4. Proportion of Jews in this occupation relative
to the total number of Jews found in all occupations for
the given period

5. Proportion of Jews for the given period relative

to all Jews in study
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6. Proportion of the total number of people in the
occupation relative to the total number of people in all
occupations for the given period.

7. Proportion of the total number of people in
this occupation for the given period relative to the total
number of people in the study.

8. Proportion of Jews in this occupation relative
to the total number of people in all occupations for the
given period.

9. Proportion of Jews in this occupation for the
given period relative to the total number of people in the
study.

The data were also plotted on an annual basis.
Appendix H gives the program which yielded the total number
of Jews in each occupation while the data can be found in
Appendix J.

Another program found in Appendix K was written
which gives the number of people in each occupation. This
graph is represented by Appendix L.

A final program was written giving us the per cent
of Jews within each occupation. This program is found as
part of Appendix M while the information it yielded may

be found as part of Appendix N.
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We have divided all of the occupations and/or
institutions where Jews were to be found or where they had
a controlling interest into five categories. The cate-
gories under which the occupations which are subsumed within
each of the periods form Tables 19-23 and represent the
professions, manufacturing, trade, construction, and service.

Column 1 in each of the periods within the tables
gives us the total number of people in that field while
column 2 gives us the corresponding number of Jews. Column
3 gives us the total figures minus the Jews, known as others.
Columns 4 and 5 represent percentages of Jews and non-Jews
respectively while column 6 gives us the percentage of the
total Jewish. Column 7 gives us an Index of Relative Con-
centration. This index broadly speaking gives us some
indication of the deviation from the expected based upon
the over-all percentage. Thus, an index number greater
than 100 indicates that the Jews were overrepresented in
this area; a figure below 100 denotes underrepresentation.

Looking at the total figures in Table 19 which
depicts the professions, we see the Jews much more highly
represented than we might otherwise expect in all fields
with the exception of the teaching of music and nursing.

The Jews became very heavily involved in the professions
generally by the 1920-1934 era, although they were much

overrepresented as druggists and as physicians and surgeons
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at the turn of the century. During the 1920-1934 era, the
Jews were very much more represented in every other cate-

gory, with the exception of veterinmary medicine and the

teaching of music.
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PROFESSIONS, SEMI-PROFESSIONS, AND KINDRED OCCUPATIONS

Occupation 1 2 3 3 6 b
1870-1899
Accountants 11 o 11 o} 1.4 o 0
Auditors
Dentists 123 (0] 123 0 15.9 (0] [0}
Druggists 104 0 104 0 13.4 0 0
Druggists—Retail 0 0 0 0 0 (0) 0
Lawyers 131 0 131 0 16.9 0 0
Music Teachers 130 0 130 0 16.8 0 0
Nurses 93 0 93 0 12.0 0 0
Physicians-surgeons 160 o 160 0 20.7 0 0
Veterinarians 20 1 19 100 2.5 0 0
1900-1919
Accountants 11 0 1L 0 .40 O
Auditors
Dentists 187 o 187 0 8.2 0 (0]
Druggists 122 1 121 16.7 5.3 .82 315
Druggists—Retail 71 0 71 o 3.1 0 0
Lawyers 439 0 439 0 19.4 0 0
Music Teachers 435 0 435 0 19.2 0 0
Nurses 587 0 587 0 25.9 0 0
Physicians-Surgeons 415 S 410 83 18.1 1.20 462
Veterinarians 0 0 0 (0] (0]
1920-1934
Accountants 21 3 19 1.1 14.29 19
Auditors
Dentists 209 31 178 10.7 14.83 178
Druggists 58 9 49 3. 15.52 256
Druggists—Retail 109 9 100 5.6 8.26 136
Lawyers 271 25 246 13.9 9.23 152
Music Teachers 362 3 359 18.5 .83 14
Nurses 652 19 633 33.2 2.91 479
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Occupation i § 2 3 4
1920-1934 (Continued)
Physicians-surgeons 407 28 379 133
Veterinarians 0 0 0 o
Total

Accountants 43 3 40 2.2 .8 267
Auditors
Dentists 519 31 488 23.1 9.7 229
Druggists 284 10 274 7.5 5.4 135
Druggists—Retail 180 9 181 6.7 3.4 192
Lawyers 841 25 816 18.7 16.3 114
Music Teachers 927 3 924 2.2 18.5 12
Nurses 1332 19 1313 14.2 26.2 335
Physicians-surgeons 982 33 949 24.6 19.0 129
Veterinarians 20 1 19 aif .30 192




173

We turn our attention to manufacturing which forms
Table 20. It shows that for the entire period of the
study the Jews were most highly concentrated in the manu-
facturing of furniture, enamel ware goods, as furriers,
ladies' tailors, and as tailors and repairers, in that
order. Curiously, we do not find them highly represented
as dress makers and particularly as cigar manufacturers
as other studies indicate we might otherwise have expected.

The Jews of Middletown were not well represented
in manufacturing during the nineteenth century with the
few notable exceptions of boot and shoe manufacturing and
repairing and in the area of hat, bonnet bleachery and
retail baking.

By the turn of the century, Jews were relatively
well entrenched in manufacturing particularly in the pro-
duction of cloaks and suits and clothing generally.

The twenties and early thirties saw the Jewish
concentration in manufacturing change somewhat. Principal
among the changes was the strong emergence of merchant
tailoring, cleaners and dryers, furniture manufacturing,
furs and watch repairing. Significant decreases could be
seen in clothing manufacturing, boot and shoe making and
repairing, fireworks, and in the area of hat, bonnet, and

bleachery.
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TABLE 20
MANUFACTURING
Item Manufactured 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1870-1899
Clothing
Cloaks-Suits 0 (4] 0 (4] (0] 0 (0]
Clothing (0] (0] (o} 0 0 0 0
Dress Makers 493 3 490 3.1 44.5 .6 7
Dyers-Textilers 4 (0] 2 0 .60 O 0
Hats-Bands 45 4 41 4.2 3.7 8.88 111
Milliners 5 0 5 0 .40 O 0
Silk 2 0 2 0 .10 O 0
Tailor, Merchant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Food
Bakers, Retail 78 10 68 10.4 6.1 12.82 160
Bottlers 410 5 35 5.2 3.1 12.50 156
Confectionery 13 0 13 0 1.1 O 0
Confectioner, ice

cream 165 12 153 12.5 13.8 7.27 91

Yeast 0 0 (4] (] (] 0 0
Miscellaneous
Boot-Shoe Makers,

Repair 151 50 101 52.1 9.1 33.11 101
Box Mfg. Paper 22 0 22 0 1.9 O
Cigar 34 0 34 0 3.0 O
Cleaners, Dryers 0 0 (0] 0 0 0
Corporations 0 0 0 0 (0] 0
Dyers-Cleaners 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enamel Ware 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fireworks 0 0 0 0. 0 0
Furniture 0] 0 ] 0 0 0
Furriers 0 0 0 0 0 0
Galvanizing,

Tinnery 7 (] arg 0 .60 0
Hat, Bonnet,

Bleachery 27 4 23 4.2 2.0 14.81 185
Ladies Tailors 0 0 0 0 0 0}
Merchant Tailors 67 7 60 5.4 10.44 130
Shoemakers,

Repairs o 0 0 0 0 0
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Item Manufactured 1 2 3 4 3 6 7
1870-1899 (Continued)

Miscellaneous
Tailors, Repairers O 0 0 0 0 0
Tallow Renders 0 0 0 (0} 0 0
Upholsterers 36 1 35 1.0 3.1 2,77 35
Watch, Jewelry

Repairs S 0 S 0 .40 O
1900-1919

Clothing
Cloaks-Suits 37 23 14 4.8 .50 62.16 371
Clothing 5 3 2 .61 O 60 358
Dress Makers 517 S 512 1.0 21.2 .96 6
Dyers-Textilers 19 4 15 .82 .60 21.05 24
Hats-Bands 0 0 0 0 0 0
Milliners 0 0 0 0 0 0
Silk 28 0 28 (0] Lad O
Tailor, Merchant (0] 0 0 0 o 0

Food
Bakers, Retail 154 34 120 7.0 4.9 22.07 132
Bottlers 110 19 91 3.9 3.7 17.27 103
Confectionery 38 2 36 .41 1.4 5.26 31
Confectioner, ice

cream 205 38 167 7.0 6.9 18.53 111
Yeast 7 1 6 2 .2 14.28 85

Miscellaneous
Boot-Shoe Makers,

Repair 189 96 93 19.8 3.8 50.79 303
Box Mfg. Paper 3 0 5 0 .20 O 0
Cigar 106 0 106 0 4.4 O
Cleaners, Dryers 0 0 0 0 0 0 :
Corporations 629 12 617 2.5 25.6 1.9 11
Dyers-Cleaners 35 7 28 1.4 1.Y 12:.72 76
Enamel Ware 18 14 4 3.0 .10 77.77 465
Fireworks 7 1 6 .20 .20 14.28 212
Furniture 0 0 0 0 0 0
Furriers 23 8 15 1.7 .60 34.78 208
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Item Manufactured 1 2 3 4 S 6 7
1900-1919 (Continued)
Miscellaneous
Galvanizing,

Tinnery 20 0 20 0 .80 O
Hat, Bonnet,

Bleachery 70 20 50 4.1 2.0 28.57 171
Ladies Tailors 42 24 18 5.0 .70 57.14 341
Merchant Tailors 112 58 58 12.0 2.2 51.78 309
Shoemakers,

Repairs 183 52 131 10.7 5.4 28.41 170
Tailors, Repairersl47 46 101 9.5 4.1 31.29 187
Tallow Renders 16 0 16 0 .60 0
Upholsterers 36 2 34 .41 1.4 5.55 33
Watch, Jewelry

Repairs 172 19 153 3.9 6.3 11.04 66

1920-1934
Clothing
Cloaks-Suits 69 21 48 4.6 1.6 30.43 228
Clothing 9 0 9 0 .30 O i}
Dress Makers 434 3 431 .70 14.5 .69 S
Dyers-Textilers 21 2 19 .43 61.2 9.52 71
Hats-Bands 0 0 0 0 0 0
Milliners 20 3 17 .70 .90 15 126
Silk 29 2 27 .43 .90 6.89 352
Tailor, Merchant 9 3 6 .70 .20 33.33 250
Food
Bakers, Retail 152 21 131 4.6 4.4 13.81 104
Bottlers 28 3 25 .70 .80 10.71 80
Confectionery 38 18 20 3.9 .60 47.36 356
Confectioner, ice
cream 368 58 310 12.7 10.4 15.76 118
Yeast 15 (4] 15 (] .50 O
Miscellaneous
Boot-Shoe Makers,
Repair 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Item Manufactured 1 2 3 4 S 6 7
1920-1934 (Continued)

Miscellaneous
Box Mfg. Paper S o S o .10 O
Cigar 51 1 50 <21 1.6 1.96 15
Cleaners, Dryers 47 14 33 3.1 1.1 29.78 224
Corporations 1469 119 13350 26.0 45.4 8.1 61
Dyers-Cleaners 6 0 6 0 .20 O
Enamel Ware 8 8 0 1.8 (0] 100 751
Fireworks 0 0 (0] 0o 0 (4]
Furniture 5 7 0 1.5 (4] 100 751
Furriers 20 17 3 3.7 .40 85 638
Galvanizing,

Tinnery 9 6 3 1.3 .10 6.66 30
Hat, Bonnet,

Bleachery 5 0 L 0 10 O
Ladies Tailors 43 19 24 4.2 .80 44.18 332
Merchant Tailors 48 28 20 6.1 .60 58.33 438
Shoemakers,

Repairs 192 17 755 3.7 5.8 8.85 66
Tailors,

Repairers 195 50 145 10.9 4.8 26.04 195
Tallow Renders 41 6 35 1.3 1.1 14.63 110
Upholsterers 38 8 30 1.8 1.0 21.05 138
Watch, Jewelry

Repairs 33 23 30 3.0 1.0 43.39 326

Total
Clothing
Cloaks-Suits 106 44 62 4.2 .90 41.5 301
Clothing 14 3 11 .30 .10 21.42 155
Dress Makers 1444 11 1433 4.0 22.1 « 76 6
Dyers-Textilers 47 6 41 .60 .60 12.76 93
Hats-Bands 45 4 41 .40 .60 8.88 64
Milliners 25 3 22 .30 .30 12 87
Silk 59 2 57 -20 .80 3.38 25
Tailor, Merchant 9 3 6 .30 O 33.33 242
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TABLE 20—Continued

Item Manufactured i | & 3 4 S 6 7

Total (Continued)

Food
Bakers, Retail 384 65 319 6.3 4.9 16.92 123
Bottlers 178 27 151 2.6 33.1 15.16 110
Confectionery 89 20 69 1.9 2.6 22.47 163
Confectioner, ice

Cream 738 104 634 10.0 9.7 14.09 102
Yeast 22 1 21 1.0 .30 4.54 33

Miscellaneous
Boot-Shoe Makers, s

Repair 340 146 194 14.0 2.9 42.94 311
Box Mfg. Paper 32 o 32 0 .40 O
Cigar 191 1 190 1.0 2.9 .52 B
Cleaners, Dryers 47 14 33 1.4 .50 29.78 216
Corporations 2098 131 1967 12,7 30.3 6.24 45
Dyers-Cleaners 41 4 34 .70 .50 17.07 124
Enamel Ware 26 22 4 2.1 O 84.61 614
Fireworks 4 1 6 1.0 O 14.28 103
Furniture 7 7 o <70 0 100 725
Furriers 43 25 18 2.4 .20 58.13 422
Galvanizing,

Tinnery 36 6 30 .60 .40 16.66 121
Hat, Bonnet,

Bleachery 102 24 78 2.3 1.2 23.52 171
Ladies Tailors 85 43 42 4.1 .60 50.58 367
Merchant Tailors 227 93 134 9.0 2.0 40.96 297
Shoemakers,

Repairs 375 69 306 6.7 4.7 18.4 133
Tailors,

Repairers 342 96 246 9.3 3.7 28.07 204
Tallow Renders 57 6 51 .60 .70 45.61 331
Upholsterers 110 11 99 4.1 1.5 10 73
Watch, Jewelry

Repairs 190 42 148 4.1 2.2 22.1 168
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The Jews were well represented in most areas of
trade as seen by the total figures in Table 21. In fact,
the Jews were more highly concentrated in this category
than in any other. Our figures show the Jews most highly
concentrated in the sale of installment goods, as fur
dealers, the sale of worsted goods, and as clothiers.

Jewish concentration in trade remained relatively
constant until the 1920's, with the exception of clothing,
an enterprise into which they settled during the very
early period, remaining therein throughout. If there be
any single area of Jewish concentration, it was clothing.
The éale of food is next in terms of Jewish concentration
emerging principally in the 1920-1934 era, which is again
followed during this period by jewelry.

Although Jews are represented in a number of areas
during the 1920-1934 period, their most salient appearances
are to be found in the sale of food and miscellaneous items,
coupled with a decreasing concentration in clothing. Jews

are conspicuous by their almost total absence in finance.
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TABLE 21
TRADE
Occupation 1 2 3 4 S 6 4
1870-1899
Finance
Bankers 11 0 8 | (0] .30 O 0}
Banks 127 4] 127 0 4.5 O 0
Bonds 7 0 7 0 .20 0 0
Brokers (Stocks,

Bonds) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Stock Brokers 7 1 6 .40 .20 14.28 161
Stock Companies 141 0 141 0 5.0 O 0

Food
Beverages,

Retail 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Beverages,

Wholesale 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Confections,

Wholesale 0 (0] (0] o (0] o (0]
Fish, Oysters 47 0 47 0 1.6 O 0
Fruit Dealers,

Retail 9 0 9 0 .30 O 0
Fruit Dealers,

Wholesale 33 1 32 «40 1.l 3.03 34
Grocery, Retail 50 1 49 +40 1.7 2 23
Ice Cream 42 8 34 2.9 1.2 19.04 215
Meat Market 129 11 118 4.0 4.2 8.52 96
Meat, Retail 0 (] (4] (4] 0o 0o 0
Producers, Pro-

vision Dealers 8 0 8 0 .20 0 0
Restaurants,

Lunchrooms 32 0 32 0 1.1 10 0
Saloons 323 i1 | 312 4.0 11.1 3.4 38
Tea, Coffee,

Retail S5 1 54 .40 1.9 1.81 20
Wine, Liquor 28 3 25 1:1 .80 10.71 121
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Occupation B 2 3 4 S 6 7
1870-1899 (Continued)
Miscellaneous
Antiques—

Furniture 0 0 0 (o] 0 0 0
Book Sellers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Carpet Dealers 46 0 46 0 1:6 0 0
Carpet Layers 2 1 1 .40 0 0 0
Cemeteries 0 0 0 0 (0} 0 0
Cigar, Tobacco

Retail 73 11 62 4.0 2.2 15.07 170
Coal, Charcoal

Dealers 99 1 98 .40 3.5 101 11
Department Stores O 0 0 0 0 0 0
Feed Dealers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Flour, Grain,

Feed 73 2 71 .73 2.5 2.74 31
Florists 33 1 32 .40 1.1 .30 3
Furs 3 0 3 0 .10 O 0
Fur Dealers 3 I 2 .40 O 33.33 376
Furs, Robes 10 1 9 .40 .30 10.00 113
Furniture

Dealers—Retail 44 4 40 1.5 1.4 9.09 103
Halls 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hardware, Cutlery

Retail 24 0 24 0 .80 O -0
Hardware Dealers 0 0 0 0 (0] 0 (0]
Hides, Skins 7 0 7 0 .20 O (4]
Hides, Tallow Skins O (0] 0 0 0 0 0
Installment Goods 1 1 0 .40 O 100.0 1129
Insurance Agent 77 (] 77 0 2:7 0 0
Jewelry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jewelers, Retail 4 0 4 o .10 O 0
Laundries 40 0 40 0 1.4 0 (0]
Livestock (0} 0 0 (0] 0 0 0
Lodging Houses 0 0 0 o 0 0 o
Mills Dealers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Music Instruments 25 0 25 0 .80 O 0
Office Furniture 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0il Dealers 11 3 8 1.1 <20 27.27 308
"Paper Stock 4 0 4 ] .10 O 0
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Occupations 1 2 3 4 S 6 7
1870-1899 (Continued)
Miscellaneous
Phono, Record

Dealers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Phonographic

Supplies 7 0 @ 0 .20 O 0
Piano Dealers 24 (] 24 0 .80 O 0
Plumbing 4 (0] E 0 «+10 O 0
Scales, Weight 7 1 6 .4 .20 14.29 161
Steamship Agent 0 0 0 o 0 0 0
Stove, Ranges 2 2 0 .73 0 100.0 1129
Stoves, Tinware 0 0 0 0 0 ] 0
Surety Bonds 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Seeds 45 1 44 .4 1.5 2.22 251
Rubber Goods 33 4 29 1.5 1.0 12.12 137
Talking Machine

Supplies 97 0 97 0 3.4 O 0
Trunks, Bags 82 10 72 3.7 2.5 12.20 138
Typewriting .

Machines 7 0 7 0 .20 O 0
Variety Stores 21 0 21 0 .70 O 0
Watches, Jewelry 69 2 67 78 2.3 2.9 327
Wood Dealers 40 0 40 o 1.4 O 0

Clothing
Boot-Shoe

Dealers 289 37 252 13.6 9.0 12.8 144
Clothing Dealers 157 51 106 18.8 3.7 32.48 367
Clothing Dealers,

Women 0 (0] (0] (0] o (4] (¢]
Clothiers 0 0 (0] (0] 0 o o
Dressmakers,

Supplies 0 0 o 0 0 0 0
Dry Goods, Retail 118 28 80 10.3 3.2 23.73 268
Dye Works Agency 27 i L 26 .40 .90 3.70 418
Fancy Goods 118 31 87 11.4 3.1 26.27 297
Gents Furnishings 112 17 95 6.3 3.3 15.18 171
Men's Furnishings O 0 o o 0 0 0
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Occupations 1) 2 3 4 5 6 7
1870-1899 (Continued)
Clothing
Millinery Goods 68 16 52 5.9 1.8 23.52 265
Shoe Dealers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0]
Worsted Goods ) 4 8 3 2.9 .10 72,72 821
Real Estate
Bowling Alleys 0 0 0 0 0 0 o
Buildings—Public

Office 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Real Estate 19 0 19 0 .60 0 0
Real Estate Agent 83 0 83 0 2.9 O 0

1900-1919
Finance
Bankers 19 0 19 0 .30 O 0
Banks 175 0 175 0 3.0 O 0
Bonds 53 8 45 .91 .70 15.09 114
Brokers (Stocks,

Bonds) 7 1 6 S .10 14.28 108
Stock Brokers 5 0 5 0 0 0 0
Stock Companies 516 18 498 2.1 8.6 3.48 26

Food
Beverages,

Retail 0 0 0
Beverages,

Wholesale 0 0 0 0 0
Confections,

Wholesale 185 19 166 2.2 2.8 10.27 78
Fish, Oysters 38 0 38 0 .60 0 0
Fruit Dealers,

Retail 2 0 2 0 0o o 0
Fruit Dealers,

Wholesale 6 0 6 0 .10 O 0
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Occupation 1 2 3 4 S 6 7
1900-1919 (Continued)
Food

Grocery, Retail 285 69 216 79 3.7 24.21 183
Ice Cream 96 = .50 1.6 9.37 71
Meat Market 425 58 367 6.7 6.4 13.64 103
Meat, Retail (4] 0 0 0 o o 0
Producers,

Provision

Dealers 48 9 39 14 .60 18.75 142
Restaurant,

Lunchrooms 246 13 233 Ls 4.0 5.28 40
Saloons 647 26 621 3.0 112.5 4.01 30
Tea, Coffee

Retail 105 0 105 0 1.8 O 0

. Wine, Liquor 0 ] 0 0 0 0 0
Miscellaneous
Antiques—

Furniture 2 2 0 .22 0 100 757
Book Sellers 25 (0] 25 (0] .40 O 0
Carpet Dealers 42 1 41 «11 .70 2.38 18
Carpet Layers 0 ) 0 0 0 (o) 0
Cemeteries 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cigar, Tabacco

Retail 129 22 107 2.5 1.8 17.05 129
Coal, Charcoal

Dealers 74 0 74 0 1.2 0 (0]
Department Stores 0 0 o o o o 0}
Feed Dealers 1 (0] i | (] 0 (4] 0
Flour, Grain,

Feed 89 0 89 0 1.5 O 0
Florists 104 0 104 0 1.8 O 0
Furs 3 4 I 2 .11 0 33.33 252
Fur Dealers (o} 0 (0] 0 o 0 0
Furs, Robes 20 10 10 1.1 .10 50.00 379
Furniture Dealers

—Retail 138 46 92 5.3 1.6 33.33 252
Halls 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hardware, Cutlery

Retail 67 0 67 0 i 115% 8 0 0}
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TABLE 21l—Continued

Occupation 1 2 3 4 S 6 7

1900-1919 (Continued)

Miscellaneous

Hardware Dealers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hides, Skins 2 1 1 .11 0 50.00 379
Hides, Tallow Skinsll 1 10 «11 .10 9.09 69
Installment Goods O 0 0 0 0 0 0
Insurance Agent 175 0 175 0 3.0 O 0
Jewelry 3 0 3 0 0 0 0
Jewelers, Retail 0 (0] 0 (0] 0 0 (0]
Laundries 118 (] 118 0 2.0 (0] 0
Livestock (0] 0 0 (] 0 0 (0]
Lodging Houses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mills Dealers 4 0 B3 0 0 0 0
Music Instruments 46 0 46 0 .80 O 0
Office Furniture 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0il Dealers 66 3 63 «34 1.1 4.55 34
Paper Stock 29 3 26 .34 .40 10.34 78
Phono, Record

Dealers S 0 S 0 0 0 (o]
Phonographic

Supplies 9 0 9 0 .10 O 0
Piano Dealers 45 0 45 0 .70 0 0
Plumbing 6 0 6 0 «10: Q 0
Scales, Weight ] i 0o 1 0 0 (0} 0
Steamship Agent 68 3 65 .34 1.1 4.41 33
Stove, Ranges 0 0 0 0 0 0 0}
Stoves, Tinware 53 2 51 .22 .80 3.77 29
Surety Bonds 39 0 39 0 .60 O 0
Seeds 30 0 30 0 .50 O 0
Rubber Goods 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Talking Machine

Supplies 123 1 122 AL 2:1 .81 6
Trunks, Bags 83 0 83 0 1.4 O 0
Typewriting

Machines 3 0 3 0 0 0
Variety Stores 63 &) 58 .60 1.0 7.94 60
Watches, Jewelry 0 0 (0] 0 0 0
Wood Dealers 92 3 89 .34 1.5 3.26 25
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Occupation 1 2 3 B S 6 7
1900-1919 (Continued)
Clothing
Boot-Shoe Dealers 149 49 100 5.6 1.7 32.89 249
Clothing Dealers 122 83 39 9.5 .60 68.03 515
Clothing Dealers,

Women (0] 0 0 (o) ) 0 0
Clothiers 109 75 34 8.6 .5068.81 521
Dressmakers,

Supplies 575 21 554 2.4 6.1 3.65 28
Dry Goods, Retail 242 40 202 16.1 1.7 57.85 438
Dye Works Agency 15 5 10 .60 .10 33.33 252
Fancy Goods 101 20 81 2.3 1.4 19.80 150
Gents Furnishings 57 17 47 1.9 .60 29.82 226
Men's Furnishings 151 54 97 6.2 1.6 35.76 271
Millinery Goods 126 23 103 2.6 1.7 18.25 138
Shoe Dealers 110 54 56 6.2 .90 49.09 372
Worsted Goods 0 (4] 0 0 0 0 ]

Real Estate
Bowling Alleys 12 2 10 22 .10 16.66 122
Buildings—Public

Office (0] (0] 0 o 0 0 0
Real Estate 15 0 15 0 .20 O 0
Real Estate Agent 188 0 188 0 3.2 O 0

1920-1934
Finance
Bankers 1 0 1 0 0 0 0
Banks 102 0 102 0 2.5 O 0
Bonds 5 0 5 0 .10 0 0
Brokers (Stocks,

Bonds) 21 0 21 o .50 O 0
Stock Brokers 0 (0} 0 0 0 (] o
Stock Companies 0 0 0 (0] (V] (0] 0
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Occupation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1920-1934 (Continued)
Food
Beverages,

Retail 100 i § 99 10 2.4 1 5
Beverages,

Wholesale 3 2 .10 33.33 174
Confections,

Wholesale 11 10 1 1.0 0 90.9 473
Fish, Oysters 29 0 29 0 .70 O 0
Fruit Dealers,

Retail 125 29 96 3.0 2.3 23.2 121
Fruit Dealers,

Wholesale 12 6 6 .62 .10 50 260
Grocery, Retail 422 93 329 9.6 8.1 22.03 115
Ice Cream 68 8 60 .82 1.4 11.76 61
Meat Market 290 45 245 4.7 6.0 15.51 81
Meat, Retail 152 24 128 2.5 3.1 15.78 82
Producers, Pro-

vision Dealers 26 16 10 147 .20 61.53 320
Restaurant,

Lunchrooms 315 81 234 3.2 7.0 9.84 51
Saloons 29 1 28 .10 .60 3.44 18
Tea, Coffee

Retail 57 0 57 0 1.4 O 0
Wine, Liquor 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Miscellaneous
Antiques—

Furniture 18 0 18 .40 O 0
Book Sellers 50 1 49 .10 1.2 2 10
Carpet Dealers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Carpet Layers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cemeteries 79 6 73 .62 1.7 7.59 40
Cigar, Tabacco

Retail 37 8 49 .82 1.2 14.04 73
Coal, Charcoal

Dealers 63 7 56 2 1.3 11.11 358
Department Stores 21 3 18 .31 .40 14.29 74
Feed Dealers 16 1 15 .10 .30 6.25 33
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Occupation h | 2 3 4 S 6 7
1920-1934 (Continued)
Miscellaneous
Flour, Grain,

Feed 30 s 29 .10 70 B.33 17
Florists 102 i i 101 .10 2.4 .98 5
Furs (0] 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fur Dealers 6 6 0 .62 0 100.0 521
Furs, Robes 8 0 8 0 .10 O 0
Furniture Dealers

—Retail 83 45 38 4.7 .90 54.22 282
Halls 136 11 125 1z 3.0 8.09 42
Hardware, Cutlery

Retail 127 5 122 «81 .50 18.52 96
Hardware Dealers 45 2 43 .20 1.0 4.44 23
Hides, Skins 11 10 1 1.0 O 90.90 473
Hides, Tallow

Skins (0] (0] 0 0 0 0 0
Installment Goods 0 0 (o] 0 0 0 0
Insurance Agent 269 1 268 .10 6.6 .37 2
Jewelry 15 5 10 .51 .20 33.33 174
Jewelers, Retail 27 15 12 1.6 .20 55.55 289
Laundries 82 7 75 .72 1.8 8.54 44
Livestock 10 5 5 .51 .10 50.00 260
Lodging Houses 35 2 33 .20 .80 5.71 30
Mills Dealers 75 S 70 w21 147 6.67 35
Music Instruments 62 14 48 1,5 1.1 22.58 118
Office Furniture 17 i § 16 .10 .30 5.88 31
0il Dealers 9 0 9 0 .20 O (0]
Paper Stock 19 8 11 .82 .20 42.11 219
Phono, Record

Dealers 7 S 2 .51 0 71.43 372
Phonographic

Supplies 7 2 5 .20 .10 28.57 149
Piano Dealers 44 1 43 «10 1.0 2.92 15
Plumbing 3 ] 2 10 0 33.33 174
Scales, Weight 12 0 12 0 .20 O 0
Steamship Agent 91 0 91 0 2.2 0 0
. Stove, Ranges 0 0 0 0 (1] 0 0
Stoves, Tinware 42 1 41 .10 1.0 2.45 13
Surety Bonds 42 6 36 .80 14.29 74
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Occupation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1920-1934 (Continued)
Miscellaneous
Seeds 13 (1) 13 ) .30 0 (]
Rubber Goods 0 (0] o o 0 o
Talking Machine

Supplies 0 0 0 0} 0
Trunks, Bags 35 2 33 .20 .80 5.79 30
Typewriting _

Machines 5 0 5 0 .10 O 0
Variety Stores 27 3 25 .31 .50 11.33 59
Watches, Jewelry 0 o 0 o o 0 0
Wood Dealers 68 2 66 «20° 1.6 2.99 16

Clothing
Boot-Shoe Dealers O 0 0 0 0 0 0
Clothing Dealers 51 32 19 3.3 .40 62.75 327
Clothing Dealers,

Women 59 20 39 2.1 .90 33.90 177
Clothiers 173 100 71 10.4 1.7 58.48 305
Dressmakers,

Supplies 4 (4] 4 0 0} 0 0
Drygoods, Retail 249 104 145 10.8 3.5 41.77 218
Dye Works Agency 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fancy Goods 49 6 43 .62 1.0 12.24 64
Gents Furnishings 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Men's Furnishings 142 73 69 7.6 1.7 51.41 299
Millinery Goods 90 21 69 2.2 1.7 23.33 122
Shoe Dealers 142 102 40 10.6 .90 71.83 374
Worsted Goods 0 0 0 0 (V) 0 0

Real Estate
Bowling Alleys 35 o 35 o .80 O 0
Buildings—Public

Office 185 38 147 3.9 3.6 20.54 107
Real Estate 104 9 95 .93 2.3 8.65 . 45
Real Estate Agent 203 i i 202 .10 4.9 .49 3
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TABLE 21—Continued

Occupation 1 2 3 ) ) 6 7
Total
Finance
Bankers 31 0 31 0 .20 0 0
Banks 404 0 404 0 3.1 0 0
Bonds 65 8 57 .40 .40 12.3 86
Brokers (Stocks,

Bonds) 28 1 27 .04 20 3.57 75
Stock Brokers 12 1§ 6 il § .04 0 8.33 58
Stock Companies 657 18 639 .9 5.0 2.73 19

Food
Beverages,

Retail 100 i b 99 .04 «70 1 7
Beverages,

Wholesale 3 ) B 2 .04 0 33.33 234
Confections,

Wholesale 196 29 167 1.4 1.3 14.79 104
Fish, Oysters 114 0 114 0 .90 0 0
Fruit Dealers,

Retail 136 29 107 1.4 .80 21.32 169
Fruit Dealers,

Wholesale S1 7 44 .33 .30 13.72 96
Grocery, Retail 757 163 594 Tl 6.2 21.53 151 .
Ice Cream 206 20 186 .94 1.4 9.7 68
Meat Market 844 114 730 5.4 5.7 13.5 95
Meat, Retail 152 24 128 i G B 1.0 15.78 111
Producers, Pro-

vision Dealers 82 25 87 1.2 .40 30.48 214
Restaurant,

Lunchrooms 593 %S 549 2.0 4.3 7.41 52
Saloons 999 38 961 1.8 7.5 3.8 27
Tea, Coffee

Retail 217 1 216 .04 1.7 .46 3
Wine, Liquor 28 3 25 .14 .10 10.71 75

Miscellaneous
Antiques—
Furniture 20 2 18 1.0 10 10 70

Book Sellers 75 1 74 04 .50 1.33 9
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Occupation 3 | 2 3 1 5 6 7
Total (Continued)
Miscellaneous
Carpet Dealers 88 1 87 .04 .60 1.13 8
Carpet Layers 2 1 1 .04 0 S0 350
Cemeteries 79 6 73 .30 .30 7.59 33
Cigar, Tobacco

Retail 259 41 218 1.9 2.0 15.83 111
Coal, Charcoal

Dealers 236 8 228 .40 1.8 3.39 24
Department Stores 21 3 18 .14 .10 14.29 100
Feed Dealers 17 1 16 .04 .10 5.88 41
Flour, Grain,

Feed 192 3 189 J4 1.4 1.56 11
Florists 239 2 237 1.0 1.8 .84 6
Furs 6 3 S .04 O 16.67 117
Fur Dealers 9 7 2 .33 0 77.78 545
Furs, Robes 38 11 17 «952 .20 28.95 203
Furniture Dealers

—Retail 265 95 170 4.5 1.3 35.85 251
Halls 136 11 125 .52 .90 8.09 57
Hardware, Cutlery

Retail 118 5 113 .23 .80 4.24 30
Hardware Dealers 45 2 43 1.0 .30 4.44 31
Hides, Skins 20 11 | 9 .52 0 35.00 385
Hides, Tallow

Skins 11 1 10 .04 O 9.09 64
Installment Goods 11 1 10 0 0 100.0 705
Insurance Agent 521 1 520 .04 4.1 .20 1
Jewelry 18 5 13 .23 .10 27.78 191
Jewelers, Retail 31 15 16 .71 .10 48.39 339
Laundries 240 7 233 .33 1.8 2.92 20
Livestock 10 S 3 .23 0 50.00 350
Lodging Houses 35 2 33 1.0 .20 5.71 40
Mills Dealers 79 5 74 .23 .50 6.33 44
Music Instruments 133 4 129 .70 .90 10.53 74
Office Furniture 17 1 16 .04 .10 5.88 41
0il Dealers 86 6 80 .30 .63 6.98 49
Paper Stock 52 11 41 .52 .32 21.15 148
Phono, Record

Dealers 12 S 7 .23 .05 41.67 297
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Occupation 1 2 3 4 S 6 74
Total (Continued)
Miscellaneous
Phonographic g

Supplies 23 2 21 1.0 .16 8.70 61
Piano Dealers 113 1L 112 .04 .88 .88 6
Plumbing 13 1 12 .04 .0 7.69 54
Scales, Weight 20 1 19 .04 .10 5.00 35
Steamship Agent 159 3 156 .14 1.2 1.89 13
Stove, Ranges 2 2 0 1.0 0 100.00 70
Stoves, Tinware 95 3 92 .14 .70 3.16 22
Surety Bonds 81 6 75 0 .50 7.41 52
Seeds 88 1 87 .04 .60 1.14 8
Rubber Goods 33 4 29 .20 .20 12,12 85
Talking Machine

Supplies 210 i 209 .04 1.6 .48 3
Trunks, Bags 200 12 198 .60 1.4 6.00 44
Typewriting

Machines 15 0 15 (4] <10 O (o}
Variety Stores 111 8 103 .40 80 7.21 51
Watches, Jewelry 69 2 67 1.0 .50 2.90 20
Wood Dealers 200 5 195 23 1.5 2.30 18

Clothing
Boot-Shoe

Dealers 438 86 532 4.1 2.7 19.63 138
Clothing Dealers 330 166 164 7.9 1.2 50.30 354
Clothing Dealers,

Women 59 20 39 .94 .30 33.90 238
Clothiers 280 175 5 8.3 .80 62.50 438
Dressmakers,

Supplies 579 21 558 1.0 4.4 3.63 25
Dry Goods, Retail 669 272 397 13.0 2.6 44.66 313
Dye Works Agency 42 6 36 .30 .20 14.29 100
Fancy Goods 268 97 211 3.0 1.6 21.27 149
Gents Furnishings 169 34 135 1.0 8.9 20.12 141
Men's Furnishings 293 127 166 6.0 1.3 43.34 304
Millinery Goods 284 60 224 2.8 1.7 21.12 148
Shoe Dealers 352 156 196 7.4 1.5 44.31 311
Worsted Goods 11 8 3 .40 O 72.72 511
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TABLE 21—Continued

Occupation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Total (Continued)

Real Estate
Bowling Alleys 47 2 45 .10 .30 4.25 30
Buildings—Public
Office 185 38 147 1.8 1.1 20.54 144
Real Estate 138 9 129 .42 1.0 6.52 46
Real Estate Agent 474 1 473 .04 3.7 .21 1
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Jews could be seen in the construction trades as
witnessed by figures in Table 22, For the entire period
of the study, they could be observed most highly concen-
trated as contractors and carpenters, painters and deco-
rators, and as plumbers, in that order. Carpenters could
be found throughout the period of our investigation. With
a few possible exceptions, the conclusion must be drawn
that the Jews of Middletown were not involved in construc-

tion in the classical sense of the term.
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TABLE 22
CONSTRUCTION
Occupation 1 2 3 4 S 6 (4
1870-1899
Carpenters,
Construction 207 2 205 100 43.9 .96 229
Contractors,
Carpenters 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Contractors,
General 15 0 15 () 3.2 o 0
Electrical
Contractors 8 0 8 (0] 17 0 o
Mason Builders 62 0 62 0 13.3 O 0
Painters,
Decorators 4 0 Y 0 .80 0 0
Painters, Paper
Hangers 72 0 72 0 15.4 O o
Planing, Scroll
Sawing 15 0 15 (0] 3.2 0 0
Plumbers 85 0 85 0 18.2 O (4]
1900-1919
Carpenters, <k
Construction 259 6 253 22.2 54.2 2.31 89
Contractors,
Carpenters 0 0 0 o 0 0 (V]
Contractors,
General 152 0 152 0 15.1 O 0
Electrical
Contractors 41 0 41 (4] 4.0 O (o]
Mason Builders 138 2 136 7.4 13.5 1.44 55
Painters,
Decorators (0] 0 0 0 0 0 (V]
Painters, Paper
Hangers 244 14 230 51.9 22.8 5.73 220
Planing, Scroll
Sawing 32 1 31 3.8 3.0 31.2 120
Plumbers 167 4 163 14.9 16.2 2.39 92
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Occupation ) | 2 3 4 5 6 7
1920-1934

Carpenters,

Construction 118 8 110 21.0 10.2 6.77 193
Contractors,

Carpenters 50 4 46 10.3 4.2 8 229
Contractors,

General 363 g 362 2.6 33.7 .27 8
Electrical

Contractors 66 3 61 12.8 5.6 7.57 216
Mason Builders 101 0 101 0 9.4 O 0
Painters,

Decorators 96 S 91 12.8 8.4 .20 149
Painters, Paper

Hangers 127 1 126 2.6 11.7 - 78 22
Planing, Scroll

Sawing 6 0 6 (] .50 O (0]
Plumbers 178 5 172 38.5 16.1 2.8 80

Total

Carpenters,

Construction 584 16 568 23.5 22.3 2.73 105
Contractors,

Carpenters 58 4 54 5.9 2.1 6.89 265
Contractors,

General 530 1 529 1.5 20.7 .18 7
Electrical

Contractors 115 S 110 7.4 4.3 .94 36
Mason Builders 301 2 299 2.9 11.7 .66 25
Painters,

Decorators 100 S 95 7.4 3.7 S 192
Painters, Paper

Hangers 443 15 428 22.1 16.8 3.38 130
Planing, Scroll

Sawing 53 1 52 1.5 2.0 1.88 72
Plumbers 430 19 411 27.9 16.1 4.41 170
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The Jews of Middletown could be found at least
once in all nine pursuits which comprise the service cate-
gory. As witnessed in Table 23, Jews were most highly
concentrated in cold storage, as caterers and window cleaners,
in that order. During the nineteenth century, they could be
seen as caterers, barbers and hairdressers, while the turn
of the century saw them entering window and carpet clean-
ing. Cold storage, a concern closely linked with the fur
business, became an area of high Jewish concentration
during the 1920-1934 period, while furniture repairing,
furnished rooms, and billiard pools also made their ap-

pearance.
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TABLE 23
SERVICE

Occupation 1 2 3 4 S 6 7

1870-1899
Barbers 101 9 92 60 41.2 8.91 141
Billiards—Pool 81 2 79 13.3 35.4 2.46 39
Carpet Cleaners 1. 0 1 0 .40 O 0]
Caterers 12 3 9 20 4.0 25 397
Cold Storage 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Furniture Repair 23 0 23 0 10.3 O (0}
Furnished Rooms 0 0 0 0 0 0 (V]
Hair Dressers 20 b § X9 6.7 8.5 S 79
Window Cleaners 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

1900-1919
Barbers 310 12 298 60 60.4 3.87 99
Billiards—Pool 85 2 83 10 37.2 2.35 60
Carpet Cleaners 11 2 9 10 4.0 18.18 46
Caterers 14 2 12 10 5.3 14.28 367
Cold Storage 2 0 2 0 .80 O 0
Furniture Repair 40 0 40 0 179 O 0
Furnished Rooms 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hair Dressers 46 0 46 (0] 20.6 0 (0]
Window Cleaners 53 2 3 10 1.3 40 1028

1920-1934
Barbers 294 1 293 2.5 65.6 .34 4
Billiards—Pool 50 1 49 2.5 10.9 2 35
Carpet Cleaners (4] 0 (0] 0 (] (0} (¢]
Caterers 15 12 3 30 .60 80 920
Cold Storage 8 8 0 20 0 100 1151
Furniture Repair 16 7 9 17.5 2.0 43.75 503
Furnished Rooms 41 3 38 7.5 8.5 7.31 84
Hair Dressers 50 3 47 7.9 10.5 6 69
Window Cleaners 12 5 7 12.5 1.5 41.66 479
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Occupation 1 2 3 B S 6 7
Total

Barbers 705 22 683 29.3 64.3 3.12 47
Billiards—Pool 216 5 211 6.7 O 2.31 35
Carpet Cleaners 12 2 10 2.7 .90 16.66 253
Caterers 41 17 24 22,7 2.2 41.46 629
Cold Storage 10 8 2 10.7 .10 80 1214
Furniture Repair 79 7 72 9.3 6.5 8.86 134
Furnished Rooms 41 3 38 -4 3.5 251, 111
Hair Dressers 116 4 112 5.3 10.5 3.44 52
Window Cleaners 17 7 10 22.7 .90 41.17 625




Concluding Remarks

Our data lead us to the conclusion that the occu-
pational pursuits of Middletown Jewry closely paralleled
that found in other studies. Although Middletown is a
small community, there is little reason to believe that
the Jews deviated in any significant way from their occu-
pational pursuits in the larger cities during the middle
and later nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

One is struck perusing Appendix at the vast
array of Jews in the various occupations who came and left
Middletown. Apparently, many Jews in different occupations
tried to'ply their trade and once finding Middletown not
to their liking simply left. Death certainly must have

played a role in this phenomenon.



CHAPTER IX

MARRIAGE

This chapter discusses the marriage patterns of
Middletown Jewry from the middle of the nineteenth century
until 1935. It begins with a discussion of some of the
information we already know of Jewish marriages followed
by a section devoted to methodological procedures. Find-
ings from the present study are then presented, and the
chapter concludes with a few brief remarks.

John S. Billings1 in his sample of 10,618 Jewish
families consisting of 60,630 people who had been living
in the United States for five years as of December 31,
1889, was perhaps the first to touch on Jewish marriages.
Among his findings was that the average number of marriages
among Jews per 1,000 was 7.60, and that the Jews were more
likely to be married than non-Jews. Billings' data also
showed the Jews to marry at a later age:

The average age of marriage is greater among the Jews
than it is among other people; thus the proportion

1John S. Billings, "Vital Statistics of the Jews,"
North American Review, 152: 70-84, 1891.

201
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of males under twenty-five who married per 1,000 of
all marrying was 136 among the Jews, 375 in Massachu-
setts in 1888, and 387 in Rhode Island in 1887, while
the proportion of Jews between thirty and thirty-five
marrying was 270, as against 134 in Massachusetts and
129 in Rhode Island.2

Generally speaking, the evidence that we have,
while sparse, does point to a higher Jewish marriage rate,
and lower divorce rate, and that the Jews are more likely
to marry at later ages than non-Jews. Havemann and Vest3
found that among Jewish coeds the proportion of unmarried
career women was 23 of 100. This is in contrast to 31 out
of 100 among Protestant coeds and 48 out of 100 among
Catholics. Intelligence does not appear to affect this
relationship. Thus, Louis Terman4 found higher propor-
tions of Jewish males and females married than was the
case among non-Jews. Terman found that 78 per cent of the
Jewish men were married in contrast to 68.5 per cent among
the non-Jewish men. Seventy-four per cent of the Jewish
female geniuses were married, in contrast to 71 per cent

among non-Jewish females so endowed.

2Ibid., p. 75.

3Ernest Havemann and Patricia S. West, They Went
to_College (New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1952), pp. 55-56.

4Lewis M. Terman, Genetic Studies of Genius, Vol.

4 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 19475, p. 300.
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Jewish families have also been found to be more
stable than non-Jewish ones. Gerhard Lenski5 in his Detroit
Study found the Jews to have a lower divorce rate than was
the case among Catholics or Protestants. Thus, 4 per cent
of the twenty-six Jewish respondents reported a divorce
in contrast to 8 per cent among the 206 Catholic respondents
and 16 per cent among the Protestants who had ever been
married. The Lenski study also pointed to a higher pro-
portion of Jewish men under the age of twenty-four as
single. Thus, although comparatively more Jewish men tend
to marry than is the case among non-Jews, they tend to do

so at a later age.

Methodology

In order to gather information on Jewish marriages,
every marriage certificate on file in the Middletown Health
Department until December 31, 1934, was scanned. A total of
11,658 marriages were reviewed of which 106 involved at
least one spouse who was positively identified as Jewish.

Once a certificate belonging to at least one Jew
was identified, the next marriage certificate belonging

to a non-Jewish couple was recorded. (Appendix 0 is a

5Gerhard Lenski, The Religious Factor (Garden
City, New York: Doubleday and Co., 1961), p. 198.




204

sample marriage certificate while Appendix P gives us the
coding format for the analysis.)

If both Jewish parties originated in Middletown,
the next non-Jewish certificate utilized was one in which
both bride and groom came from Middletown. Similarly,
if the Jewish bride came from Middletown, the non-Jewish
bride had also to come from Middletown. Thus, we are able
to compare Jews and non-Jews in terms of place of origin

of spouse.

Findings

On March 21, 1858, Moses S. Strauss joined Abraham
Hyms and Rosina Frank in holy matrimony. Mr. Hyms was
~ Jewish, white, and twenty-five years of age and was borm
in Poland. Miss Frank was also Jewish, white, twenty-two
years of age, and was born in Germany. That same day,
W. C. Hoyt joined Alonzo C. Neff and Matilda McNary in
holy matrimony. Mr Neff was a Gentile, twenty-three years
of age and was born in Middletown, Connecticut. Miss
McNary was also a Gentile, white, twenty-six years of age,
and was also born in Middletown, Connecticut.

Slightly more than seventy-six years later on June
28, 1934, Rabbi Louis Greenberg joined Mr. Sam Elson and
Miss Gertrude Clemens Palmer in holy matrimony. Mr. Elson

was a twenty-five year old Jewish lawyer born in New York
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City. His mother's maiden name was Sarah Reichik and his
father was Alex Elson. Sam Elson came from St. Louis,
Missouri, and was white and single. His bride was also
Jewish, twenty-five years of age and born in New York City.
Her mother was Bethia Clemens and her father was Isadore
Palmer. Gertrude resided in Middletown, was white and
single.

In that same week, Martin L. Guebert joined Percy
Willesby Jackson and Wilhelmina Rasch in the bonds of Holy
Matrimony. Mr. Jackson, a Gentile lace weaver, was twenty-
five years of age and was born in Nottingham, England.

His mother's maiden name was Beatrice E. Wright and his
father was Alfred Jackson. Percy Jackson came from Middle-
town, was white and divorced. His bride was Gentile and
nineteen years of age, born in Middletown. Her mother was
Pauline Kolka and her father was Adam Rasch. Wilhelmina
was white and single.

Marriage Rates

As in the case of births, we are in no position to
speak of marriage rates in the strict sense of the term.
In order to calculate marriage rates, it is necessary to
have base Jewish population figures of those who are of
eligible marriage age. These were not available. We can,

however, calculate proportions of Jewish marriages and
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it is in this sense that Jewish marriage rates are spoken.
As the data appear to indicate in Figure 3, the
Jews always constituted a minute proportion of the total
number of marriages which took place in Middletown. Exact
figures are given on an annual basis as part of Appendix
Q. In fact, they never exceeded 3.37 per cent of the
total number. Table 24 gives us the figures by period,
which indicate a significant rise in the percentage of
Jewish marriages between the 1852-1869 and the 1870-1879
eras. The highest percentage of Jewish marriages took

place in the 1920-1929 decade.



207

0261

893BTIIEN—"°'C oanITJ

0061

088T

Jwox

0981

0981

0261

0061

088t

3Uad Jag



208

16°0 ¥9°1 eL°T ({sh | GS9°0 ge°o0 ev°0 9¢°0 90°0 soferaaey
YsTMap Jo
83wvjuaouaag
444 2€2 962 . 9¥3 cet S0t 8eT 921
=961 -¥eT =091 =201 -26 =29 -¥8 =LL adueraaey
Jo a3uwy
8S9‘TT  0L6 080°‘2 T192‘C 889°‘T SIT‘T L16 660‘T 83S‘T sefetaaey Jo
Jaqumy [830[
91-0 9¢-T1 og-1 11-0 -0 -0 v-0 -0 soSetaauy
ystmap
Jo o3uwey
90T 91 9g og 11 v v 4 T se3vTaIey
ystmap
Jo aaqumy
ve61 6261 616T 6061 668T 688T 6481 6981
Te30L, -026T =—026T -0T6T =—006T =—068T —088T ~—O0L8T -8G8T we3 I

HWIL H4AO SADVIMUVW HSIMACL 40 NOLLNGINISIA
| vS TI4VL



209
Religion of Spouse

None of the grooms in a Jewish marriage was found
to be non-Jewish, whereas three of the brides were found
to be non-Jewish. One intermarriage took place in the

1920-1929 era, while two more took place in 1930-1934 era.

Place of Birth
Bride

Most Jewish brides as seen in Table 25 originmated
either from Russia, Poland, or Roumania. More than nine
times as many Jewish as non-Jewish brides originating from
these countries. High proportions of Jewish brides from
eastern Europe can be seen throughout the entire period
encompassed by the study.

Over four in ten Jewish brides were born in the
United States compared with more than seven in ten among
non-Jewish women. While a majority of non-Jewish brides
born in the United States constituted a majority in every
period, it was not until the 1920-1934 era that over half

of the Jewish brides were born in the United States.

Groom

As seen in Table 26, more than eight out of every

ten Jewish grooms came either from Russia, Poland, or
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Roumania. This is in contrast to less than one in six
non-Jewish grooms. Very high proportions of Jewish grooms
from eastern Europe could be seen throughout every period
of the study. v

Many Jewish grooms came either from Germany, Austria,
or Bohemia, more so in fact than was the case among non-
Jews., There is, however, a decrease in the proportion of
Western Europe Jewish grooms over time.

Although the proportion of Jewish grooms born in
the United States increased over the years, especially
between the 1900-1919 and 1920-1934 eras, it never approxi-
mated the proportion of non-Jewish grooms born in the
United States.

Figures for our entire period indicate that whereas
less than one in three Jewish grooms were born in the
United States well over six out of ten non-Jewish men were

similarly born.
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TABLE 25
BIRTHPIACE OF BRIDE

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1858-1899
Middletown 28.6 71.4 28.0 7
16.7 38.5
2 S
United 28.6 71.4 28.0 7
States 16.7 38.5
2 S
Germany, 66.7 33.3 12.0 3
Austria, 16.7 4%
Bohemia 2 1
England 100.0 4.0 1
83.0
1
Russia, 100.0 20.5 5
Poland, 41.7
Roumania 5
Ireland 100.0 4.0 y I
b7 8
¥
Italy
Scotland 100.0 4.0 : i
7.7
1
France
Canada
Sweden

Hungary
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TABLE 25—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

1858-1899 (Continued)

Total 48.0 52.0 100.0 25
12 13
1900-1919
Middletown 25.0 75.0 14.8 12
7.3 22.5
3 9
United 34.8 65.2 28.4 23
States 19.5 37.5
15
Germany, 100.0 6.2 S
Austria, 12,5
Bohemia S5
England 100.0 1.2 1
2.4
1
Russia, 90.3 9.7 38.3 31
Poland, 68.3 75
Roumania 28 3
Ireland
Italy 100.0 7.4 6
15.0
6
Scotland
France
Canada 100.0 2.5 2
3.0
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1909 (Continued)
Sweden
Hungary 100.0 1.2 1
2.4
1
Total 50.6 49.4 100.0 81
41 40
1920-1934
Middletown 37.5 62.5 31.1 32
23.1 39.2
12 20
United 42,1 57.9 36.9 38
States 30.8 43.1
16 22
Germany, 100. 1.0 3
Austria, 1.9
Bohemia i
England 100.0 1.0 1
1.9
1
Russia, 88.0 12.0 24.3 25
Poland, 42.3 5.9
Roumania 22 3
Ireland 100.0 1.0 1
2.0
1
Italy 100.0 4.9 5
9.8
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TABLE 25—_Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

1920-1934 (Continued)

Scotland
France
Canada
Sweden
Hungary
Total 50.5 49.5 100.0 103
52 51
All Ages
Middletown 33.3 66.7 24.4 51
16.2 32.7
17 34
United 38.2 61.8 32.5 68
States 24.8 40.4
26 42
Germany, - 33.3 66.7 4.3 9
Austria, 2:9 5.8
Bohemia 3 6
England 100.0 1.4 3
2.9
3
Russia, 90.2 9.8 29.2 61
Poland, 52.4 5.8
Roumania S5 6
Ireland 100.0 1.0 2
1.9



215

TABLE 25—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent - Total

All Ages (Continued)

Italy 100.0 5.3 11
10.6
11X
Scotland 100.0 0.5 1
1.0
1
France
Canada 100.0 1.0 2
1.9
2
Sweden
Hungary 100.0 0.5 1
1.0
1
Total 50.2 49.8 100.0 209

105 104




TABLE 26
BIRTHPIACE OF GROOM
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1858-1899
Middletown 12.5 87.5 30.8 8
b g8 53.8
1 7
United 25.0 75.0 15.4 4
States 7 23.1
1 3
Germany, 75.0 25.0 15.4 4
Austria, 23.1 7.7
Bohemia 3 1
England 50.0 50.0 B 4 2
77 ol
1 1
Russia, 100.0 26.9 7
Poland, 53.8
Roumania 7
Ireland 100.0 3.8 1
T
1
Italy
France
Canada
Sweden
Lithuania
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 26
.13 13
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TABLE 26—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919
Middletown 129 87.5 9.8 8
2.4 171
1 7
United 28.6 71.4 25.6 21
States 14.6 36.6
6 15
Germany, 60.0 40.0 6.1 S
Austria, 7.3 4.9
Bohemia 3
England
Russia, 81.6 18.4 46.3 38
Poland, 75.6 17.1
Roumania 31 7
Ireland
Italy ' 100.0 8.5 7
17.1
7
France 100.0 1.2 1
2.4
1
Canada 100.0 1.2 1
2.4
1
Sweden 100.0 1.2 1
2.4
1
Lithuania
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 82

41 ‘ 41
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TABLE 26—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934
Middletown 33.3 66.7 20.4 21
13.5 27.5
7 14
United 41.2 58.8 33.0 34
States 26.9 39.2
14 20
Germany, 66.7 33.3 2.9 3
Austria, 3.8 2.0
Bohemia 2 1
England 33.3 66.7 2.9 3
1.9 3.9
1 2
Russia, 87.1 12.9 30.1 31
Poland, 51.9 7.8
Roumania 27 4
Ireland
Italy 100.0 ) 9.7 10
19.6
10
France
Canada
Sweden
Lithuania 100.0 1.0 1
1.9
1
Total 50. 49.5 100.0 103

S5
52 51
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TABLE 26—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
All Ages
Middletown 24.3 5.7 17.5 37
8.5 26.7
9 28
United 35.6 64.4 28.0 59
States 19.8 36.2
21 38
Germany, 66.7 33.3 5.7 12
Austria, 7:9 3.8
Bohemia 8 4
England 40.0 60.0 2.4 5
1.9 2.9
2 3
Russia, 85.5 14.5 36.0 76
Poland, 61.3 10.5
Roumania 65 11
Ireland 100.0 0.5 1
1.0
1
Italy 100.0 8.1 17
16.2
17
France 100.0 0.5 1
1.0
1
Canada 100.0 0.5 1
1.0
1
Sweden 100.0 0.5 j ¢
1.0



TABLE 26—Continued

220

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
All Ages (Continued)
Lithuania 100.0 0.5 h !
0.9
1
Total 50.2 49.8 100.0 211




Age of Spouses
Brides

We address ourselves in this section to age at
first marriage. Figures given in Table 27 indicate that
Jewish women over the entire period of. the study married
at younger ages. Thus, whereas Jewish women were on the
average twenty-two years and nine months old at first
mqrriage, non-Jewish women were approximately twenty-three
years and five months old at first marriage.

The picture over time is mixed compared with non-
Jewish brides. Thus, Jewish brides were older in the
nineteenth century, slightly younger in the 1900-1919 era,
and older during the 1920-1934 period.

Grooms

Jewish men became husbands at younger ages than
non-Jews. Whereas Jewish men first married at slightly
over twenty-six and one-half years of age, non-Jewish men
first married at well over twenty-seven and one-half years
of age.

This was not always the case. Thus, whereas Jewish
men were younger at first marriage up until 1920, they
were older than their non-Jewish neighbors at first mar-

riage during the 1920-1934 era.
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Both Jews and non-Jews generally speaking married
at later ages over time. This pattern is far more pro-
nounced among Jewish brides and grooms than it is among

the non-Jews.



TABLE 27

AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
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Item Jews Non-Jews
Brides Grooms Brides Grooms
1852-1899
X 21.00 22.60 19.00 23.29
sd 0 1.63 8.91 8.22
N 5 5 7 2
1900-1919
X 22,49 26.05 23.06 27.77
sd 2.89 4.18 4.24 6.25
N 39 39 17 17
1920-1934
X 23.28 27.35 22.52 26.70
sd 2.68 3.97 4.71 5.57
N 46 46 50 50
Total
X 22.81 26.52 23.26 27.57
sd 2.76 4.13 5.51 6.32
N 90 90 74 74
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We further wished to learn what relationship may
have existed between age at first marriage and place of
birth, whether nmative or foreign. Figures given in Table
28 show nmative-born Jewish women to have been younger than
native-born non-Jewish women at first marriage. The data
over time show a reverse trend in both groups. Whereas
native-born Jewish women were getting older at first mar-
riage, nmative-born non-Jewish women were getting decidedly
younger.

Foreign-born Jewish women were older at first
marriage than foreign-born non-Jewish women. The same
pattern seen over time among the respective mative-born
women existed among the foreign-born. Thus, whereas foreign-
born Jewish women were getting older at first marriage,
foreign-born non-Jewish women were getting younger.

The picture is somewhat similar among grooms.
Native-born men were on the over-all slightly younger than
native-born non-Jewish men at first marriage. While over
time, mative-born Jewish men were getting older at first
marriage, mative-born non-Jewish men were getting decidedly
younger.

Foreign-born Jewish men were older at first marriage
than foreign-born non-Jewish men. The picture is similar

to the one we have seen previously over time. Jewish men
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of foreign birth were steadily getting older, while foreign-

born non-Jewish men were for the most part getting younger.
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Occupation of Groom

The Hollingshead Two Factor Index of Social Posi-

L;gg§ was once again used to locate individuals in the
occupational structure. (See Appendix F for an elabora-
tion of the Index.)

Jewish men occupied higher positions within the
occupational system at time of marriage than non-Jews.
Table 29 shows that for the entire period of the study
7.7 per cent of the Jewish grooms were engaged in occu-
pations of major professional and lesser professional
status, in contrast to 5.7 per cent among the non-Jewish
men., Jewish grooms made their entrance into these high
status occupations primarily in the 1920-1934 period. Al-
though percentage increases could be seen among the non-
Jews in these positions, the increase during the 1920-
1934 period is far more accented among the Jews. Thus,
whereas in the latter period 13.4 per cent of the Jewish
grooms were in the highest status occupational groups,
only 7.6 per cent of the non-Jewish grooms were so engaged.

Far more Jewish grooms were to be found in the
middle class occupational groups, defined herein as minor

professional, owners of little businesses, and skilled

SAugust B. Hollingshead, Two Factor Index of Social
Position (New Haven: Privately Printed, 1957).
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manual employees, than was the case among the non-Jewish
grooms. Thus, whereas 76.2 per cent of the Jewish grooms
were in middle status occupational groups, 58.7 per cent
of the non-Jewish grooms were so occupied.

In every period of the study not less than three
out of every four Jewish grooms were occupied in the middle
status occupational groups. 1In no period did more than
5.7 out of every ten non-Jewish grooms occupy similar

positions.



TABLE 29
OCCUPATION OF GROOM
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1858-1899
Ma jor
Professional 0.0 o
Lesser
Professional 100.0 4.2 1
8.3
1
Minor
Professional 75.0 25.0 16.7 4
25.0 8.3
3 1
Little
Business 100.0 12.5 3
25.0
3
Skilled
Manual
Employee 30.0 70.0 41.7 10
25.0 58.3
3 7
Semi-Skilled 100.0 8.3 2
16.7
2
Unskilled 75.0 25.0 16.7 4
25.0 8.3
3 1
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 24
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TABLE 29—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919
Major
Professional 0.0 0
Lesser
Professional . 50.0 50.0 2.5 2
2.4 2.5
1 ¥
Minor
Professional 84.2 15.8 23.5 19
39.0 79
16 3
Little
Business 75.0 25.0 9.9 8
14.6 5.0
6 2
Skilled
Manual
Employee 35.7 64.3 34.6 28
24.4 45.0
10 18
Semi-Skilled 33.3 66.7 7.4 6
4.9 10.0
4
Unskilled 33.3 66.7 22,2 18
14.6 30.0
6 12
Total 50.6  49.4 100.0 81




TABLE 29—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934
Ma jor
Professional 71.4 28.6 6.7 7
9.6 3.8
S 2
Lesser
Professional 50.0 5.0 3.8 4
3.8 3.8
2 2
Minor
Professional 83.9 16.1 29.8 31
30.0 9.6
26 S
Little
Business 63.6 36.4 10.6 L
13.5 @
7 4
Skilled
Manual
Employee 22,2 77.8 26.0 27
11.5 40.4
6 21
Semi-Skilled 27.8 T72.2 17.3 18
9.6 25.0
L) 13
Unskilled 16.7 83.3 5.8 6
1.9 9.6
i S
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 104
52 52




TABLE 29—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
Total
Ma jor
Professional 71.4 28.6 3.3 7
4.8 1.9
3 2
Lesser
Professional 42.9 57:1 3.3 7
2.9 3.8
3 4
Minor
Professional 83.3 16.7 28.5 54
42.9 8.7
45 9
Little
Business T72:7 27.3 10.5 22
15.2 5.8
16 6
Skilled
Manual
Employee 29.2 70.8 31.1 65
18.1 44.2
19 46
Semi-Skilled 26.9 73:.1 12.4 26
6.7 18.3
7 19
Unskilled 35.7 64.3 13.4 28
9.5 17.3
10 18
Total 50.2 49.8 100.0 209
105 104
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Race of Couple

All parties in the marriages comprised by this

study were white.

Residence of Couple
Brides

Figures given as part of Table 30 show that slightly
over six out of every ten Jewish brides came from Middle-
town in contrast to almost nine out of ten among non-Jewish
brides. Whereas 16 per cent of the Jewish brides came from
somewhere outside of Connecticut only about 6 per cent
of the non-Jewish brides came from out of the state.

Although within each period at least over half
of all Jewish brides derived from Middletown, considerably
higher proportions of non-Jewish brides came from this
town. One also sees increasing numbers of Jewish brides

deriving from outside the borders of Connecticut.
Grooms

More non-Jewish grooms came from Middletown than
was the case among the non-Jewish men. Table 31 shows that
whereas 85.7 per cent of the non-Jewish men came from

Middletown, the comparable figure for the Jewish men is
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76.9 per cent. Throughout every period of the study, fewer
Jewish than non-Jewish men derived from Middletown. Con-
versely, more Jewish than non-Jewish grooms came from
locations outside of Middletown.

Thus, the data suggest that non-Jewish brides and
grooms were more likely to come from Middletown than was
the case among Jewish couples. They further suggest that
Middletown men were more likely to marry women from out-
side of Middletown than Middletown Jewish women were likely

to marry men who lived outside of the town.
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TABLE 30
RESIDENCE OF BRIDE

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1858-1899
Middletown 43.5 56.5 88.5 23
76.9 100.0
10 13
Connecticut 100.0 0T ' 2
15.4
2
‘Other
United
States 100.0 3.8 1
7.7
1
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 26
13 13
1900-1919
Middletown 39.3 60.7 68.3 56
53.7 82.9
22 4
Connecticut 73.7 26.3 23.2 19
34.1 12.2
14 S
Other
United
States 71.4 28.6 8.5 74
12.2 4.9
5 2
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 82
41 41




TABLE 30—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934
Middletown 42.3 077 75.0 89
63.5 86.5
33 45
Connecticut 72.7 27.3 10.6 11
15.4 5.8
8 3
Other
United
States 73.3 26.7 14.4 15
21.2 .7
11 4
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 52
52 52
Total
Middletown 41.4 58.6 74.1 157
61.3 86.8
65 92
Connecticut 75.0 25.0 15.1 32
22.6 T3
24 8
Other
United
States 73.9 26.1 10.8 23
16.0 5.7
17 6
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 212
106 106
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TABLE 31
RESIDENCE OF GROOM

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1852-1899
Middletown 45.8 54.2 92.3 24
84.6 . 100.0
11 13
Connecticut 100.0 3.8 1
At
1
Other
United
States 100.0 3.8 1
.7
1
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 26
13 13
1900-1919
Middletown 48.6 51.4 87.5 70
85.0 90.0
34 36
Connecticut 50.0 50.0 10.0 8
10.0 10.0
4
Other
United
States 100.0 2.5 2
5.0 '
2
Total 350. 50.0 100.0 80




TABLE 31_Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934
Middletown 46.1 53.9 73.8 76
68.6 78.8
35 41
Connecticut 56.0 44.0 24.3 25
27.5 21.2
14 11
Other
United
States 100.0 1.9 2
3.9
2
Total 49.5 50.5 100.0 103
51 52
Total
Middletown 47.1 52.9 81.3 170
76.9 85.7
80 90
Connecticut 55.9 44.1 16.3 34
18.3 14.3
19 15
Other
United
States 100.0
4.8
5
Total 49.8 50.2 100.0 209

104 105
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Marital Status

By marital status is meant whether the spouses
at time of marriages were single, widowed, or divorced.
Figures given in Table 32 indicate that at the time of
marriage Jewish women were less likely to be single and
divorced and more likely to be widowed than non-Jewish
women.

Numbers are exceedingly low precluding any mean-
ingful discussion of this variable over time. The high
numbers of widowed women marrying in the 1920-1934 period

is, however, notable.

Groom

The picture among Jewish grooms is somewhat similar -
to that derived for Jewish brides. Compared with non-
Jewish men, Jewish men were only slightly more likely to
be single, more likely to be widowed, and less likely to
be divorced, as seen in Table 33.

Again numbers are low precluding any real meaning-
ful discussion of trends over time. The high numbers of
widowed men, interestingly, equals that among Jewish women

during the 1920-1934 period.



TABLE 32
MARITAL STATUS OF BRIDE
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1858-1899
Single 50.0 50.0 83.3 10
100.0 71.4
S S
Widowed 100.0 16.7 2
28.6
2
Divorced 0.0 0
Total 41.7 58.3 100.0 12
S5 7
1900-1919
Single 70.4 29.6 91.5 54
92.7 88.9
38 16
Widowed 66.7 33.3 5.1 3
4.9 5.6
2 1
Divorced 50.0 50.0 3.4 2
2.4 5.6
1 1
Total 69.5 30.5 100.0 59




TABLE 32_Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934
Single 47.4 52.6 91.3 95
86.5 96.2
45 50
Widowed 87.5 12.5 b (P 4 8
13.5 1.9
7 1
Divorced 100.0 1.0 1
1.9
1
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 104
52 52
Total
Single 54.7 45.3 92.0 161
89.8 94.8
88 73
Widowed 81.8 18.2 6.3 11
9.2 2.6
9 2
Divorced 33.3 66.7 i [P g 3
1.0 2.6
5 2
Total 56.0 44.0 100.0 175
98 77




TABLE 33

MARITAL STATUS OF GROOM
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1852-1899
Single 50.0 50.0 83.3 10
100.0 71.4
5 5
Widowed 100.0 16.7 2
28.6
2
Divorced 0.0 0
Total 41.7 58.3 100.0 12
5 7
1900-1919
Single 72.5 27.5 87.9 51
90.2 82.4
37 14
Widowed 66.7 33.3 10.3 6
9.8 11.8
4 2
Divorced 100.0 1.7 1
5.9
1
Total 70.7 29.3 100.0 58




TABLE 33—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934
Single 48.4 51.6 87.5 91
84.6 90.4
44 47
Widowed 77.8 22.2 8.7 9
13.5 3.8
7 2
Divorced 25.0 75.0 3.8 4
1.9 5.8
1 3
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 104
52 52
Total
Single 56.6 43.4 87.4 152
87.8 86.8
86 66
Widowed 64.7 35.3 9.8 17
11.2 7.9
11 6
Divorced 20.0 80.0 2.9 S5
1.0 5.3
1 4
Total 56.3 43.7 100.0 174
98 76
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Concluding Remarks

Very few Jews married in Middletown during the
early years of its existence. This may suggest that Jews
did not consider this small town to be a place for marry-
ing and settling down.

Intermarriage figures are consistent with the low
rates known to exist among Jews in their early years in
America. The pattern of more Jewish males marrying out
of the faith than females is upheld by our data.

Jewish spouses who married in Middletown for the
most part came from eastern Europe. The countries of origin
of Jewish spouses reflects the proportions who came from
the various countries of Europe. There is now reason to
believe that any one country was overrepresented under any
marriage canopy within this small community. This was not
found to be the case among many non-Jews, many of whom
came to Middletown from Italy in disproportionate numbers.

Jews were seen generally speaking to marry at
younger ages than non-Jews. This reflects the over-all
tendency of Jews to marry. The influence of American cul-
ture on age at marriage for all spouses, Jewish and non-
Jewish, is clearly discernible. Thus, we see people gen-
erally delaying the age at which they married. This phe-
nomenon is far more pronounced among the Jews who were

probably spending extra time getting formally educated
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and/or otherwise getting themselves established.

Significant differences in age at first marriage
were found between Jews and non-Jews when a control for
country of origin was instituted. These data demonstrate
quite clearly the tendency on the part of the Jews to
delay marriage. This is in marked contrast to the non-
Jews who married at ever younger ages. It is quite ap-
parent that Jewish men and women increasingly saw the
benefits to be accrued from delayed gratification.

Occupational data amalyzed for grooms show quite
clearly that Jewish men were better off occupationmally
at the time of marriage than non-Jewish men. In fact,
as time went on, and as a group, they were getting better
able to provide for their brides than was the case among
their non-Jewish neighbors.

Middletown men apparently came first to the town
and seeing that it had possibilities decided to marry.
Since the Jewish population was so small and the number
of eligible females minimal, the males were forced to turn
outside of the borders of their small adopted town in
search of mates.

Jewish families in the past were known for their
relative stability and our figures indicating an almost

total absence of divorce substantiates this assumption.



CHAPTER X

OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY

This chapter is addressed to social mobility among
the Jewish men of Middletown. We will discuss some of the
factors related to social mobility paying particular atten-
tion to the Jewish experience. A brief methodology section
follows. Data from Middletown are then presented and the
chapter concludes with a brief discussion of the findings.

The empirical indicators traditionally employed
by sociologists to gauge social mobility are education and
occupation. Educational status could not be ascertained.
Since occupational mobility is a very potent indicator of
social mobility, it is used in our discussion to denote the
latter.

It is generally agreed that the Jewish peoplé are
among the most mobile of the ethnic groups who settled
in these United States. We will discuss some of the pos-
sible reasons why this may be the case and present the
Middletown experience.

American "core culture" has been delineated by
Jurgen Ruesch as bearing the following characteristics:

individualistic rational orientation, the achieving orien-
247
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tation, the man against man or rational-mastery orientation
and the future time orientation.1 The work of David C.
McClelland has stressed the thesis that parents who embrace
an ideology consisting of diligent work, self reliance,
and personal autonomy are apt to rear their children so as
to inculcate strong motives for achievement. The achieve-
ment motive is conceived of as an enduring personality
disposition to strive for success in situations where per-
formance is to be evaluated in terms of some standard of
excellence. The disposition is assumed to be learned,
and as such may differ as between individuals. McClelland -
presents empirical evidence in support of the notion that
high achievement motivation leads people to behave in most
of the ways they should if they are to fulfill the entre-
preneurial role successfully.

Lipset and Bendix state that industrial society
shows that differential socialization in social class
subcultures continues to affect mobility, especially by

establishing different valuations of higher education

1 Jurgen Ruesch, "Social Technique, Social Status,
and Social Change in Illness," in Personality in Nature,

Society, and Culture, ed. by Clyde Kluckhohn and E. Murray
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1967), pp. 123-136.
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among youths.2 Anderson3 has demonstrated that education
has less impact on mobility than typically assumed in the
literature but nevertheless concludes that increments of
education continue to differentiate the mobile from the
non-mobile among those starting from similar positions.
Jews have long recognized the importance of edu-
cation as a means of social mobility. Shibutani and Kwan4
point out that in many American ethnic groups, intellectual
interests are considered effeminate, whereas among the
Jewish people this is not the case. Among Jewish children,
those who are not considered "smart" by their peers are
in fact chided. A wealthy Jew, without any education,
is considered vulgar.
Nathan Hurvitz, in an important article,5 attributes
upward social mobility among the Jews to be the result of

three sources in their culture:

2Seymour Martin Lipset and Rheinhart Bendix, Social

Mobility in Industrial Society (Berkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press, 1967).

3Arnold Anderson, "A Skeptical Note on the Relation
of Vertical Mobility to Education," American Journal of
Sociology, 66: 560-571.

4Tamotsu Shibutani and Kian M. Kwan, Ethnic Strati-
fication: A Comparative Approach (New York: Macmillan, 1965).

5Nathan Hurvitz, "Sources of Motivation and Achieve-
ment of American Jews," Jewish Social Studies, 23: 217-234,
1961.
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1. Socio-historical—related to their philosophy

and the position of the Jews in society which created
value orientations causing middle class status

2. Interpersonal—related to intra-family dynamics,
which created tensions in the individual which required
expression in relation to the social structure

3. Achievement motivation—related to the train-

ing for and the expectation of achievement in the first
generation American family.

Thus, American Jews who achieved such rapid upward
social mobility had the prerequisite value orientations,
the interpersonal tensions which required expression, and
the achievement motivation which offered a way of resolv-
ing the interpersonal tensions on the basis of value ori-
entations.

The socio-historical sources of the value orien-
tations of Americans were delineated by Hurvitz to be
(a) their religious tradition, (b) their business ethic,
(c) their urban psychology, and (d) their minority group
status in modern history. Each of these values promoted
middle-class values and characteristics in contemporary
Jews, thus implanting a potential for middle class status.
The middle class values inherent in each of these sources
and the potential middle class status which they represented
were part of the heritage brought to America by the thousands
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of eastern European Jewish immigrants between 1880 and

1924. Hurvitz reports that these values, which held nega-
tive connotations in the semi-feudal European environment,
held a positive one in the industrial and commercial setting
of America.

The first generation American Jewish family was
the setting in which the intra-family dynamics of stability
and strain, solidarity and tension were most fully expressed
and in which the values associated with middle class status
were transferred by the European born parents to their
American born children. Thus, not only did the socio-
historical factors embody values which were paralleled by
the values of the rising American middle class, but the
interpersonal dynamics of the first generation American
Jewish family also paralleled the interpersonal dynamics of
the American socially mobile family.

Hurvitz cites studies of family interaction and
inferences about intermarriage, divorce, and various types
of deviant behavior associated with disorganized family
structure which suggest that American Jews may have greater
family stability and solidarity than members of other
ethnic groups. However, psychological strains and tensions
did exist within the first generation American Jewish

family. These are stated to come from four sources:
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1. The socio-historical factors which are sources
of middle class value orientations of modern Jews

2. Culture conflict between European born parents
and their American born children

3. The particular kind of interpersonal relations
developed within fhe American Jewish family based on changed
status roles of family members

4, The repression of aggressive and hostile feel-
ings in the American born Jewish child. These being re-
solved by achievement motivation which was expected from
the child and for which he was trained. The achievement
by the American born Jewish child of middle class approved
goals, derived from the latent class values of the eastern
European Jews, resulting in the process of upward social
mobility.

What Hurvitz describes as "achievement motivation,"
which is brought about by familial expectations and values,
has been shown to be crucial to success orientation on the

Vpnrt of the child.

The child's view of acceptance is based on the
degree to which he believes his parents value him. He
arrives at this conclusion on the basis of the quality and
frequency of his parents' sacrifices for him and of his
perception of the enjoyment they derive from him. If,

therefore, the child perceives that his parents place a
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low worth on him or do not enjoy being in his company,
he can only assume that it is his fault. The family is
most important regarding this construct.

The nuclear family is an integral part of the
total social environment of the individual. Value of
success and, in general, achievement orientation seem to
be correlated with familial attitudes. James S. Coleman,®
writing on this subject, stated that despite the wide
range of diversification of school facilities, curriculum,
and teachers, and despite the wide diversity among student
bodies in différent schools, over 70 per cent of the vari-
ation in achievement for each group tested is variation
within the same student body. Coleman concluded that the
influence of family background and community context were
the most important factors in the achievement orientation
of the child.

We have seen that the American Jew, especially the
first generation one, possessed many of the prerequisites
necessary for upward social mobility.

It is generally acknowledged that upward social
mobility is more a product of the large urban areas than

GJames S. Coleman, Equality of Educational Oppor-
tunities, U.S. Department of Health, Education, and welfare,

Office of Education (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1970).
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the small communities, regardless of ethnic background.7
We may therefore ask ourselves about the social mobility
experience of the Jews in Middletown. Could the experience
of the small town Jew have been any different from that of
his urban cousin? Data gathered in Middletown may help

shed some light on this question.

Methodology

Again, birth, death, and marriage certificates
were used in order to shed light on the occupational mo-
bility patterns of the Jews of Middletown. More specifi-
cally, the variable used was occupation either of the
father, if birth certificates were used, of the groom,
if marriage certificates were considered, and of a male
deceased, in the case of death certificates. Thus, the
data are confined to males.

The Hollingshead Two Factor Index of Social Posi-

tion8 was used in this analysis (see Appendix F for a

description). Ideally, both education and occupation are
used to determine social class position. Social mobility

in turn is frequently derived from social class. The

7Lipset and Bendix, Social Mobility.

8August B. Hollingéhead, Two Factor Index of Social
Position (New Haven: Privately Printed, 1957).
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education variable as stated previously was not ascertained
on the certificates. In such cases, investigators resort
to the use of occupation alone both as an indicator of
social class position and of mobility.

Age has been found to be very much related to
occupational status.9 It was therefore considered instruc-
tive to hold age constant in the analysis. As such, we
will be comparing the occupational mobility of Jews and
non-Jews over time within the following three age cate-
gories: (1) less than 25, (2) 25 to 39, and (3) over 40.

In order to handle low frequency cell counts, the
Hollingshead occupational classification was trichotomized
as follows:

1. Major Professionals and Lesser Professionals

2. Small Business, Little Business (Proprietors),
and Skilled Manual Employees, and |

3. Semi-Skilled Employees and Unskilled Employees.

Findings

Data presented in Table 34 show that for the entire
period of the Middletown study, Jewish men were much more

likely to be found in middle and upper class occupations

9Oswald Hall, "The Stages of a Medical Career,"
American Journal of Sociology, 1948, 53: 327-337.
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than non-Jews. The only exception to this is to be found
among Jewish men over forty years of age in the upper class
occupations.

Examinations of our figures over time are striking.
They indicate that compared with non-Jewish men, the Jews
rose swiftly within the occupational system and did so
at increasingly younger ages. Thus, whereas there were
no Jews in the upper occupational categories below thirty-
nine years of age in the nineteenth century, by the twen-
tieth, there were more Jews so occupied in these age cate-
gories than non-Jews.

A preponderance of Jews could be found in the
middle class occupations from the very beginning. Ever-
increasing proportions of Jews in every age group, com-

paratively speaking, could be seen within these occupations.
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We next wished to determine the relationship between
place of birth, native vs. foreign, and mobility among
Jewish and non-Jewish men. In order to handle low frequency
cell counts the age variable was dichotomized into less
than thirty-five and over thirty-five categories.

Figures given in Table 35 referring to occupational
mobility among the nmative born show that for the entire
period of the study more non-Jews over the age of thirty-
five were in the high status occupations than Jewish men
of similar ages, while the figures are roughly comparable
among those below the age of thirty-five. Our data also
indicate that for the entire period of the study far more
native born Jews in both age categories were likely to be
in middle class occupations than was the case among native
born non-Jews.

Inspection of the data over time shows no native
born Jews in the upper status occupational categories until
the 1920-1934 period. By this time, Jews were to be found
in higher proportions below the age of thirty-five within
these occupations than was the case among their non-Jewish
peers. In both age categories and throughout the entire
period of the study more mative born Jewish men could be
seen in the middle status oécupational groups. Over time
and with a few minor exceptions one sees a much more pro-
nounced decline in both age groups of Jews in the lower

status occupations than is the case among non-Jews.
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Foreign born Jewish men were engaged in higher
status occupations than foreign born non-Jewish men.
Figures given in Table 36 show that no foreign born non-
Jewish men below the age of thirty-five could be found in
the upper status occupations. Over five per cent of young
foreign born Jewish males could be found so occupied. Far
more foreign born Jewish men in both age categories could
be éeen in middle status occupational categories than is
the case among non-Jewish foreign born men.

Examination of our figures over time shows that
the occupational mobility of foreign born Jewish men far
exceeded that of the foreign born non-Jewish males. By
the 1900-1919 period Jews below the age of thirty-five
could be seen in increasing proportions in the upper status
occupations while foreign non-Jewish males were yet to be
found within these categories.

One sees that compared with non-Jews, Jewish males
steadily increased their relative proportions within the
middle class occupational groups. This was true in both
age categories, the only minor exception being Jewish males
below the age of thirty-five during the 1900-1919 era.

The case for rapid upward mobility among Jewish
males is perhaps most poignantly stated by data in the
lowest occupational groups. Here we witness, compared
with non-Jews, very dramatic relative decreases in the

proportions of Jews within both age categories.
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Concluding Remarks

The notion of rapid upward social mobility among
Jews has been sustained using occupational data gathered
for Jewish males and a sample of non-Jewish men. While
Jewish males were found to be more upwardly mobile than
non-Jewish men, the relationship was found to be far more
pronounced among foreign born Jewish males than foreign born
non-Jewish men.

Some of the reasons for this relationship have
been cited earlier. Further reflection leads us to offer
the following.

It is quite clear that immigrant Jewish males
differed considerably in very many respects from their
non-Jewish neighbors. They were far more likely to come
to these shores with their families of procreation and to
remain in this country than were non-Jewish men. They
came to stay and knew that there was no place to return.
They also were more likely to possess this worldly attitude
and sensed that the probability of a chance in another
world was remote.

American Jewish immigrants were in a sense forced
to make a go of it. Thus, there was a constant search
for opportunities and a feeling that little could be lost
by attempting the new. Education, the single most potent

provider of opportunity for advancément, was one such



opportunity and the Jews lost no time in exploiting it.
It is fairly clear why the Jews seized upon edu-
cational opportunities. Theirs is a heritage of learning.
Although commanded in a religious sense to study from the
Holy Books, this long retained tendency to study could
be more easily transferred to secular learning than if
it had not been so emphasized in the first place. It is
becoming clearer that high proportions of Jews were be-
coming increasingly secularized in Eastern as well as
Western Europe. For years, many Jews were denied an op-
portunity to study and frustration in this area ran high
in the average Jew who landed here. Hence, it is perhaps
not surprising to find such high proportions of Jews en-
rolled in colleges and universities but also the extra-
ordinary academic records they compiled. With high educa-
tion attainment came high occupational status and both
combined to help explain the rapid social mobility we

witnessed.



CHAPTER XI

DEATH

This chapter examines factors relating to death
among thce Jews of Middletown. It begins with a review of
some of the literature which has dealt with mortality
among Jews. This is followed by a methodology section.
The data are then presented and the chapter ends with

concluding remarks.

Background

A great deal has been written about Jewish mor-
tality and the factors influencing it. Dr. John S. Bil-
lings1 with whom we are somewhat familiar addressed himself
to Jewish mortality. His study, it will be recalled, was
based upon 10,618 Jewish families including 60,630 persons
who had been living in the United States for five years
as of December 31, 1889.

1John.S. Billings, "Vital Statistics of the Jews,"
North American Review, 152: 70-84, 1891.
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Billings found that " . . . the Jewish expectation
of life is at each age markedly greater than that of the
class of people who insure their lives; the average excess
being a little over 20 per cent."2 Dr. Billings also
found that the death rate for males varied by the country
of origin of mothers. Thus, males born to American born
mothers had a death rate of 8.1, while males born to mothers
of German nativity had a death rate of 6.1. The death
rate for male children of Russian-Polish born mothers was
5/1,000.

Our author was also concerned with disease preva-
lence among Jews, finding that they were less likely than
the average population to be insane, idiotic, blind, deaf-
muted, deformed, maimed, and crippled. They were also
less likely to be affected by the tubercular diseases than
the general population. On the other hand, Jews were more
likely than non-Jews to be affected by diseases of the
nervous system, of the heart, digestive system, urinary
organs, skin, and by diabetes. Billings also found a lower
cancer rate among the Jews than among the rest of the

population.

Ibid., p. 77.
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In 1905, Simon Rosenbaum®

published an analysis

of mortality data based upon deaths occurring between 1899
and 1903 and registered by the Burial Boards of the United
Synagogue of London. Among his findings were a high child
mortality rate when compared with London and England and
Wales. Rosenbaum was among the first to attempt to arrive
at a Jewish age-specific death rate which was based on
his questionable population figures for the various age
ranges. Among his general conclusions was that the Jews
had a favorable mortality.

Louis I. Dublin wrote on Jewish mortality employing
statistics from New York State.4 He made the assumption
that those who claimed to be Russian born were Jews. Among
his findings were that the death rate for the Russian born
aged 10 to 44 was " . . . uniformly and appreciably lower
than for the nmative born of native parentage."5 Between
the ages of 45 and 64, the Russian born males and females

showed a slightly higher mortality rate than the native

3S. Rosenbaum, "A Contribution to the Study of

~ the Vital and Other Statistics of the Jews in the United
Kingdom," Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, 68:
526-556, 1905.

ouis I. Dublin, "Factors in American Mortality:
A Study of Death Rates in the Race Stocks of New York
State, 1910," The American Economic Review, 6: 523-548,
September, 1916.

Stbid., p. 529.
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born of native parentage.
Dublin standardized his data by age and reported
that with:
« « « the mative born of native parentage as a basis,
the rate becomes 13.1 for the Russian males and 12.3
for the females. The corresponding rates for the
native born of native parentage [are] 13.8 and 12.4
respectively . . . .
Our author also addressed himself to causes of
death, finding the rates of tuberculosis and pneumonia .
to be considerably lower among the Russians than among
the native Americans. Cancer rates among Russian males
and females were found to be higher than corresponding
figures for the general population. One minor exception
was among Russian females beyond the age of sixty-five.
These older Russians showed a slightly higher cancer rate,
but Dublin warns that the low numbers preclude any general
conclusions.
Finally, Dublin's figures point to a decidedly

lower death rate from violent causes than that for the

general population.
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Charles Bolduan and Louis Weiner’ studied 14,047
Jewish and 27,186 white non-Jewish deaths in New York City
in 1931. They based their figures on cemetery records.
Among their findings were that compared with non-Jews,
Jews were:

1. More likely to die from diabetes, especially
females after age 40-44 until 60-64

2. Less likely to die from tuberculosis

3. With slight variations throughout all the age
periods less likely to die from pneumonia

4. Seen to experience a rapid rise in cancer up
until the age 40-44, while the male incidence rate peaked
somewhat later

5. Much more likely to die of cancers of the di-
gestive tract and peritoneum

6. Less likely to die from cancer of the respira-
tory system

7. Less likely to die from cancer of the uterus

8. More likely until the age of 45 to die from
cancer of the breast

9. More likely to die from cancer of the genital
organs (males and females) within the ages 50-69

7Charles Bolduan and Louis Weiner, "Causes of Death

Among Jews in New York City," New England Journal of Medi-
cine, 208, no. 8, 407-416, 1933.
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10. Less likely to die from cancer of the buccal
cavity

11. Probably less likely to die from diseases of
the liver.generally speaking with females experiencing a
higher incidence up to the age of 50 after which time the
relationship is reversed

12. Less likely to suffer from syphillitic diseases

13. More likely to suffer from diseases of the
nervous system especially below the age of 25

14. Twice as likely to die as a result of suicide

15. Not much more likely to die from cardio-arterio
diseases including apoplexy.

In the early 1930's, J. B. Maller® compared Jewish
figures in selected areas of New York City with Federal
and municipal statistics. He found the Jewish death rate
to be 7.9 while the rest of the city had a death rate of
10.4. Maller also found considerably lower infant mor-
tality and stillbirth rates among the Jews than among the
non-Jews.

In examining causes of death, Maller found the
Jewish death rate lower for heart disease, tuberculosis,

cancer, pneumonia, congenital diseases, suicide, and higher

8J. B. Maller, "A Study of Jewish Neighborhoods
in New York City," Jewish Social Services Quarterly, 10:
271-276, 1934.
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for diabetes.

Mortimer Spiegelnang examined longevity figures
for 170,241 Canadian Jews enumerated in the June 1, 1941,
census and including 3,457 death recorded for the period
1940-1942. Spiegelman's major conclusion is that Jews
have a comparatively lower mortality rate in youth but that

the rate increases with age. In Spiegelman's words:

Jewish infants in Canmada start life with a mortality
rate in the first year only two-fifths of that for the
general population. This advantage for Jews is ob-
served through childhood, adolescence, and early ma-
turity. However, the margin between the Jewish and
total populations decreased with advance in age until,
shortly after age 50, the Jews begin to show the higher
mortality rates.l0

1L

David M. Liberson, in a 1953 study of causes of

death among New York Jewry, found the Jews more likely to
die from diabetes, cancer (within the ages of fifteen and
forty-four), cancer of the digestive tract, breast cancer,
among females, heart disease and other diseases of the

circulatory system, Tay-Sachs disease, and Parkinson's

9)lortixmz-r Spiegelman, "The Longevity of Jews in
Canada, 1940-1942," Population Studies, 2: 292-304, 1948-
1949.

10554, p. 302.

Hp.vid M. Liberson, "Causes of Death Among Jews
in New York in 1953," Jewish Social Studies, 18: 83-117,
1956. S i
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disease, Liberson's data lead him to suggest the possi-
bility of a higher suicide rate among the Jews.

On the other hand, Liberson found Jews less likely
to die from respiratory cancer, uterine cancer among females,
prostate cancer among males, tuberculosis, syphilis, mental,
psychosomatic, apd personality disorders, alcoholism,
respiratory diseases, diseases of the digestive system
(even excluding cirrhosis of the liver), violent causes,
and complications of pregnancy.

Liberson suggested the possibility that the Jewish
death rate was 5 per cent lower than that of the non-Jewish
population. He also came to the same conclusion arrived
at by Spiegelman regarding comparatively favorable mor-
tality figures among younger Jews, writing that:

In general the lower the age, the larger the mortality
rate difference between Jews and other groups. This
tendency was evident in New York City as long as seventy

years afo and has been reduced with the years, but not
erased.l2

13

Seidman, Garfinkel, and Craig studied 202,851

deaths occurring in New York City in the years 1949-1951.

127pid., p. 101.

13Herbert Seidman, Lawrence Garfinkel, and Leonard
Craig, "Death Rates in New York City by Socio-Economic .
Class and Religious Group and by Country of Birth, 1949-
1951," Jewish Journal of Sociology, 4: 254-272, 1962.
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Among these deaths were 60,642 Jews and 142,209 non-Jews.
Their findings substantiate the comparatively lower death
rate found in the younger age groups among the Jews. They
were also able to show that this pattern is uninfluenced
by social class status, writing:
In previous analyses of Jewish death rates in various
countries the phenomenon of low death rates in the
younger age groups followed by a reversal of the later
ages has been noted. It has been seen in this study

that the pattern of reversal of death rates prevails
throughout socio-economic classes for each sex.l4

Kurt Gorwitzl®

reported on 1,478 Jewish deaths
and twenty-five Jewish stillbirths which occurred during
the calendar years 1955, 1956, and 1957 in St. Louis and
St. Louis County, Missouri. He found a Jewish death rate
of 8.5 per 1,000 estimated population in contrast to 9.9
per 1,000 in the total white population during this three
year period.

Jews were found to have a much smaller proportion
of total deaths in age groups under forty-five and over
éighty-five than the white population. Jews were thus found

to have a larger percentage of deaths between the ages of

14/pid., p. 269.

15Kurt Gorwitz, "Jewish Mortality in St. Louis
and St. Louis County, 1955-1957," Jewish Social Studies,
24: 248-254, 1962.




282

forty-five and eighty-four. The Jewish arithmetic mean
age at death was 66.7, while for the total white population
it was 64.4, or 2.3 years less.

Gorwitz also found the Jewish infant and still-
birth rate lower than that of the rest of the white popu-
lation, writing that:

The white infant mortality and stillbirth rates in

St. Louis during 1955-1957 were 20.7 and 14.5 respec-
tively. The annual Jewish infant death rate is between
%?é3aﬁgd9%§:fs while the stillbirth rate is between

While not controlling for age, an important con-
sideration, our author found Jews dying in higher propor-
tions from diabetes, general arteriosclerosis and hyper-
plasia of the prostate, while less likely to die from
heart disease, malignant neoplasms, vascular lesions,
accidents, pneumonia, diseases of early infancy, suicide,
chronic and unspecified nephritis, cirrhosis of the liver,
tuberculosis, and syphilis.

Where cancer was found to be a cause of death,
ma jor differences were found between Jews and non-Jews
as to the site of the malignancy. Thus, Jews were much
more-likely to die from cancers of the lymphatic and hemato-

poietic tissues and just as likely as non-Jews to die from

161pid., p. 250.
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cancers of the digestive organs and peritoneum, respiratory
system, breast, and other unspecified sites. Jewish cancer
rates were substantially lower for the buccal cavity,
pharynx, and genito-urinary system.

Sidney Goldstein17

studied 1,556 Jewish households
in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1963. Among his findings
was that the Jewish crude death rate was slightly below
that of the white population. Whie the Jewish male death
rate was slightly below that of the total white population,
the female death rate was above that of the total white
female population. As in the other studies cited, Goldstein
also found a lower Jewish death rate below the age of one
and a higher Jewish death rate among males above sixty-five
and among females above fifty-five years of age.

Among males, forty-five to sixty-four years of age,
Jews were more likely to die of heart disease and suicide
and less likely to die of malignant neoplasms than the
white population. Above the age of sixty-five the respec-
tive groups reversed themselves with heart disease more
prevalent among the white population and malignant neo-

plasms less prevalent.

17Sidney Goldstein, "Jewish Mortality and Survival
Patterns: Providence, Rhode Island, 1962-1964," Eugenics
Quarterly, 13, no. 1, March, 1966, pp. 48-62.
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8 in their

S. Joseph Fauman and Albert J. Mayer,1
study of Jewish mortality in Providence, Rhode Island,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Detroit, Michigan, concluded as
did other investigators that Jewish life expectancy com-
pared with the rest of the white population is greater

up until the age of sixty-four and that it decreases beyond
that age.

Methodology

The following procedures were employed in order
to gather information on Jewish deaths. All 32,170 death
certificates in the Middletown Health Department from the
end of the eighteenth century through 1934 were examined.
Of this number, 215 or 0.67 per cent were positively iden-
tified as belonging to Jews.

Once a certificate belonging to a Jew was identi-
fied, the very next certificate belonging to a non-Jew
of the same sex was also recorded. (Appendix R represents
a sample death certificate, while Appendix S outlines
the coding procedures followed.) Thus, there is a control

for sex and for the following reasons. First, length of

188. Joseph Fauman and Albert J. Mayer, "Jewish
Mortality in the U.S.," Human Biology, 41: 416-426, 1969.



life is related to sex. Second, cause of death is also
related to sex. Finally, the entire sample is relatively

small, and a control for time periods further reduces

sample size.
Among the variables coded was primary and secondary
cause of death. The coding of these variables followed

that found in the International Classification of Diseases.19

One cannot study mortality data over time with large groups
of individuals without some form of quantitative technique
based upon a classificatory system. The editors of the

International Classification of Diseases have stressed

this point as follows:

Classification is fundamental to the quantitative
study of any phenomenon. . . . It is recognized as

the basis of all scientific generalization and is
therefore an essential element in statistical method-
ology. Uniform definitions and uniform systems of
classification are prerequisites in the advancement
of scientific knowledge. In the study of illness and
death, therefore, a standard classification of disease
and injury for statistical purposes is essential.20

There are a number of caveats which must be kept

in mind when interpreting the stated cause of death on a

19international Classification of Diseases, Eighth
Revision (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Health,
cation and welfare, Public Health Service Publication
no. 1693, 1968), Vol. I.

201p4a., p. xii.
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death certificate. The most valid way to determine cause
of death is via autopsy. The vast majority of Jews are

not autopsied for religious reasons. Studies21

have been
undertaken in several countries to determine the validity
of cause of death as stated on death certificates. Among
their many findings are that cancers tend to be recorded
if they are present at death, while diabetes, hypertension,

and pneumonia are not, even if there is reason to believe

that they contributed to the death. McMahon and Pugh,22

21See for example M. R. Alderson and T. W. Meade,
et al., "Accuracy of Diagnosis on Death Certificates Com-
pared with That in Hospital Records," Brit. J. Prev. Soc.
Med., 21: 22_29, 1967; S. Jablon, D. M. Angevine, et al.,
"On the Significance of Cause of Death as Recorded on
Death Certificates in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan." In
Epideminological Approaches of the Study of Cancer and
Other Chronic Diseases, ed. by W. Haenszel. NMNational
Cancer Institute Monograph no. 19, U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, D.C., 1966; M. A. Heasman, "Accuracy
of Death Certification,”" Proceedings of the Roval Society
of Medicine, 33, pp. 733-736, 1962; G. James, R. E. Patton,
et al., "Accuracy of Cause-of-Death Statements on Death
Certificates,” Public Health Reports, 70, pp. 39-31, 1955;
I. M. Moriyama, W. S. Baum, et al., "Inquiry into Diagnostic
Evidence Supporting Medical Certifications of Death," Ameri-
can Journal of Public Health, 48, pp. 1376-1387, 1938;
I. M. Moriyama and T. R. Dawber, et al., "Evaluation of
Diagnostic Information Supporting Medical Certification on
Deaths from Cardiovascular Disease," in W. Haenszel, Epi-
deminological Approaches. W. Munck, "Autopsy Findings
and Clinical Diagnosis,” Acta Med. Scand. (Suppl. 266),
142: 775-781, 1952.

22p, jan MacMahon and Thomas F. Pugh, Epidemiology:

Principles and Methods (Edinburgh: Churchill/Livingstone,
1970), p. 76.
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citing the work of MacKenzie and Brown above state that:

The accuracy of diagnosis appearing on the death cer-
tificate may vary not only with the specific diagnosis,
but with the age and sex of the descendent, the area
of the body affected by the disease, and the specific
wording on the certificate.23
Extreme caution should therefore be exercised in evaluating
cause of death based upon the alleged determinant listed

on the death certificate.

Data

On December 24, 1852, Sarah Levy died at the age
of one year and eight months. She was Jewish, white, born
in England, and Dr. William B. Casey declared that she died
of Dropsy of the Head. On the 28th of that month Charlotte
May died at the age of thirty-six. She was Gentile, single,
and white, born in Hartford, Connecticut, and Dr. William
B. Casey declared that she died of pulmonary consumption.

Almost eighty-two years later on June 6, 1934,
Hessie Edelberg died at the age of forty-seven. She was
Jewish, white, and married. Mrs. Edelberg was born in

Russia, the daughter of Sarah and Israel Bichkov. Dr.

ZQA. MacKenzie and Court Brown, et al., "Mortality

from Primary Tumours of Bone in England and Wales," British
Journal of Medicine, 1: 1782-1790, 1961.




William E. Wrang certified that she died of Chronic Ne-
phritis complicated by Arterio-sclerosis. On June 29,
1934, Catherine G. Johnson died at the age of thirty-three
years. She was Gentile, white, and married. Mrs. Johnson
was born in Hartford, Connecticut, the daughter of Alvira
and Ernest Thody. Dr. Carl C. Harvey certified that she

died of Carcinoma Sigmoid with metastasis to the liver.

Death Rates

It is impossible to calculate crude death rates
among the Jews because the computation of such A rate
necessitates knowledge of the number of Jews in Middletown.
These figures were not available. Nevertheless, we can
speak of the proportion of Jewish deaths occurring in
Middletown, and it is in this sense that Jewish death rates
are spoken of.

Between 1852 and the end of 1934, 32,170 Middletown
people died of whom 215 or 0.67 per cent were positively
identified as Jews. Figure 4 represents in graph form
the proportional fise and fall of the Jewish death rate.

It shows a high mortality rate in the 1860's and relatively
low death rate between 1890 and 1910. Table 37 gives the
statistics broken down over time, while an annual breakdown

forms Appendix T.
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Sex of Deceased

One hundred and twenty-three or 57 per cent of the
215 Jews who died in Middletown during the entire period
of our study were males. This distribution is statisti-
cally significant (Z = 2.04, p <,'05)‘ A majority of males
died in each of the three major periods of the study.

Occupational Status at Time of Death

Jews were engaged in occupations of higher status
than non-Jews at the time of death. Figures in Table 38
comprise those for whom an occupation was reported at time

of death. It follows the Hollingshead Two Factor Index of
24

Social Position. (A description of the Index is given
in Appendix F.) While the Jews were not as highly repre-
sented as the non-Jews in the Major and Lesser Professional
categories, considerably higher proportions were found in
the Minor Professional and Little Business categories.
Conversely, whereas 43 per cent of the Jews could be found
in the Unskilled category, close to 57 per cent of the

non-Jews were thus occupationally engaged. The figures over

time are fairly consistent.

2€August B. Hollingshead, Two Factor Index of Social
Position (New Haven: Privately printed, 1957).



TABLE 38
OCCUPATIONAL STATUS AT TIME OF DEATH

Item Jew Non-Jew Total
1852-1899
Ma jor
Professional 0.0 2.33 1
0 100.0
1
Lesser
Professional 0.0 0.0 0
0.0 0.0
(4] (4]
Minor
Professional 6.06 11.63 7
28.5 71.5
2 S
Little
Business 9.09 6.98 6
50.0 50.0
3 3
Skilled
Manual
Employee 33.33 25.58 22
50.0 50.0
11 11
Semi-Skilled
Employee 36.36 30.23 25
48.0 52.0
12 13
Unskilled
Employee 15.15 23.26 15
33.3 66.7
S 10
Total 100.0 , 100.0 76
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TABLE 38—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Total
1900-1919
Ma jor
Professional 5.71 6.00 4
50.0 50.0
2 2
Lesser
Professional 2.86 0.0 1
100.0 0.0
1 o}
Minor
Professional 17.14 0.0 6
¢ 100.0 0.0
6 0
Little
Business .71 9.09 5
40.0 60.0
2 3
Skilled
Manual
Employee 17.14 18.18 12
50.0 50.0
6 6
Semi-Skilled
Employee 8.57 9.09 6
50.0 50.0
3 3
Unskilled
Employee 42.86 57.58 34
44.1 55.9
15 19

Total 100.0 100.0 68
33
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TABLE 38—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Total
1920-1934
Ma jor
Professional 0.0 1.96 |
0.0 100.0
0 1
Lesser
Professional 0.0 3.92 2
0.0 100.0
0 2
Minor
Professional 35.29 1.96 19
94.7 5.3
18 h i
Little
Business 9.80 5.88 8
62.5 37.5
S : 3
Skilled
Manual
Employee 7.84 27.45 18
222 77.8
4 14
Semi-Skilled
Employees 5.88 9.8 8
37.5 62.5
3 S
Unskilled
Employee 41.18 49.02 46
45.6 54.4
21 25
Total 100.0 - 100.0 102

51 51




TABLE 38 _Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Total
All Ages
Ma jor
Professional 1.68 3.15 6
33.3 66.7
2 4
Lesser
Professional .84 1.57 3
33.4 66.6
A 2
Minor
Professional 21.85 4,72 32
81.2 18.8
26 6
Little
Business 8.4 7.09 19
52.6 47.4
10 9
Skilled
Manual
Employee 17.65 24.41 52
40.3 59.7
21 31
Semi-Skilled
Employee 15.13 16.54 39
46.2 53.8
18 21
Unskilled
Employee 34.45 42.52 95
43.2 56.8
41 54
Total 100.0 100.0 246
119 127
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Marital Status at Time of Death

Figures given in Table 39 indicate that the Jews
were more likely to be married and divorced, far less
likely to be single and less likely to be widowed at the
time of death when compared with non-Jews. These find-
ings are fairly consistent except for the first period
when fewer Jews than non-Jews were married. Jews were also
less likely during this period to be single. Nevertheless,
the figures are fairly consistent over time and lend sup-

port to the marriage proneness of Jews.



MARITAL STATUS AT TIME OF DEATH

TABLE 39
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Item Jew Non-Jew Total
1852-1899
Single 28.57 39.22 30
33.0 67.0
10 20
Widowed 22.86 15.69 16
50.0 50.0
8 8
Divorced 2.86 0.0 1
100.0 0.0
i o
Married 45.71 45.10 39
41.1 58.9
16 23
Total 100.0 100.0 86
35 51
1900-1919
Single 13.51 22.73 15
33.3 66.7
5 10
Widowed 16.22 31.82 20
i 30.0 70.0
6 14
Divorced 2.70 0.0 1
100.0 0.0
1 0
Married 67.57 45.45 45
995.5 44.5
25 20
- Total 100.0 100.0 81
37 44




TABLE 39—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Total
1920-1934
Single 8.77 31.03 23
21.7 78.3
5 18
Widowed 33.33 32.76 38
350.0 50.0
19 19
Divorced 0.0 1.72 1
0.0 100.0
(0] g1
Married 57.89 34.48 53
62.3 37.7
33 20
Total 100.0 100.0 115
57 58
Total
Single 15.50 31.37 68
29.5 70.5
20 48
Widowed 25. 26.80 74
44.5 55.5
33 41
Divorced 1.55 .67 3
66.7 33.3
2 1
Married 57.36 41.18 137
54.1 45.9
74 63
Total 100.0 100.0 282
129 153




299

Age at Death

Contrary to findings in other studies, we found
the average age at death of the Jews to be considerably
lower than that for the non-Jews. 1In fact, as shown in
Table 40, Jews were on the average slightly more than
eight years younger at time of death than non-Jews. Ex-
amination of our figures over time shows that the average
age at death was consistently lower among the Jews than
among the non-Jews.

We next wished to determine the relationship between
age at death and nativity of both parents. Again, and
as seen in Table 41, the same basic relationships hold.
Jews born to either American or foreign born parents lived
shorter lives than non-Jews born to either American or
foreign born parents. The difference is far more pronounced
among foreign born parents that is to say Jews born to
foreign born parents lived considerably shorter lives than
non-Jews born to non-Jewish foreign born parents in compari-
son with Jews of American born parents and non-Jews of

nmative born parentage.



TABLE 40

AGE AT DEATH: JEWS VS. NON-JEWS

Item Jew Non-Jew

1852-1899

X 25.65 33.87

sd 27.96 27.78

N 75 74
1900-1919

X 30.37 42.25

sd 27.77 32.92

N 67 67
1920-1934

X 44.35 48.47

sd 25.39 27.81

N 72 72

Total

X 33.42 41.44

sd 28.22 30.12

N 214 213




AGE AT DEATH:

TABLE 41
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U.S. VS. FOREIGN BORN PARENTAGE

Item Jews Non-Jews
U.S. Foreign Uu.Ss. Foreign

1852-1899

X 41.00 17.92 29.88 36.38

sd 34.29 24.22 31.40 22.36

N 7 25 16 16
1900-1919

X 60.20 8151 47.29 36.49

sd 15.24 26.42 37.61 31.60

N 5 47 17 33
1920-1934

X 17.67 ' 47.78 51.91 48.13

sd 28.11 22,19 29,80 28.15

N 6 58 22 39

Total

X 38.56 32.39 43.67 41.63

sd 32.60 27.87 34.05 29.16

N 18 130 55 88




In an effort to explain the above findings, our
attention was next drawn to infant and child mortality.
Figures shown in Table 42 clearly demonstrate that Jews
were far more likely to die in infancy and childhood than
non-Jews. Thus, over 24 per cent of the Jews in contrast
to close to 17 per cent of the non-Jews died in infancy.
Considerably higher proportions of Jews than non-Jews died
in infancy in every period.

The same relationship is found for childhood mor-
tality defined as those who survived the age of two but
who did not live beyond the age of twelve. Close to 12
per cent of the Jews who died were children in contrast
to almost 9 per cent among the non-Jews. This is true for
all periods with the exception of the 1920-1934 period.
Thus, what appears to be accounting for the lower longevity
among the Jews is their high infant and child mortality,

especially the former.



TABLE 42

INFANT AND CHILD MORTALITY:

JEWS VS. NON-JEWS

Item Jews Non-Jews
1852-1899

Less Than

Two 23 14
30.26 18.42

Between Two

and Eleven 14 8
18.42 10.52

Less Than

Twelve 37 22
48.68 28.95

N 76 76

1900-1919

Less Than

Two 19 15
28.36 22.39

Between Two

and Eleven 7 6
10.45 8.96

Less Than

Twelve 26 21
38.81 31.34

N 67 67




TABLE 42—_Continued
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Item Jews Non-Jews
1920-1934

Less Than

Two 10 7 d
13.89 9.72

Between Two

and Eleven 4 5

5.55 6.94

Less Than

Twelve 14 12
19.44 16.67

N 72 72

Total

Less Than

Two 52 36
24.19 16.74

Between Two

and Eleven 25 19
11.63 8.84

Less Than

Twelve 77 35
35.81 25.50

N 215 215
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We wished to learn the relationship between average
age at death for those who did not survive childhood and
birthplace of both parents whether American or foreign
born. Figures given in Table 43 indicate that children
of American born parents lived slightly longer than children
born to non-Jewish American born parents. Non-Jewish
children of foreign born parents, however, lived longer

than Jewish children of foreign born parents.



TABLE 43
AGE AT DEATH OF CHILDREN:* U.S. VS. FOREIGN BORN PARENTAGE

Item Jews Non-Jews
U.S. Foreign U.S. Foreign
1852-1899
X 2.50 0.73 1.43 1.50

sd 2.50 1.24 2.50 0.50

N 2 15 7 2
1900-1919**

X 1.69 1.42
sd 3.07 1.85
N 26 12

1920-1934
X 0.75 1.43 1.00 2.29

sd 1.30 2.06 1.23 1.67

N 4 7 4
Total
X 1.33 1.35 1.00 1.71

sd 1.97 2.53 1.88 1.75

N 6 48 17 21

*Defined as those below the age of 12.

**No data available for children of U.S. parentage
during the 1900-1919 period.



The same question was posed for those surviving
childhood, namely, what relationships exist between na-
tivity of both parents, whether American or foreign born
and age at death among those twelve years of age and older.
Figures given in Table 44 show that adults born to non-
Jewish parents of both American and foreign birth lived
longer than Jewish adults of both American and foreign
birth. These findings are fairly consistent except for the

first period when they reverse themselves.



TABLE 44

AGE AT DEATH OF THOSE SURVIVING CHILDHOOD:*
U.S. VS. FOREIGN BORN PARENTAGE

Item Jews Non-Jews
U.S. Foreign U.S. Foreign
1852-1899
X 56.40 43.70 52.00 41.36
sd 28.52 18.88 25.09 19.30
N 5 10 9 14
1900-1919
X 60.20 45.14 72.82 56.52
sd 15.24 22,49 18.42 21.52
N 5 21 11 21
1920-1934
X 51.50 54.14 62.00 58.16
sd 25.50 14.97 20.20 20.12
N 2 51 18 32
Total
X . 57.17 50.56 62.76 54.13
sd 23.53 18.26 22.31 21.45
N 12 82 38 67

*Defined as those above the age of 12.



Race of Deceased

Three blacks were encountered in the study, two
in the 1852-1899 era, and one in the 1900-1919 period.

The blacks were not Jewish.

Birthplace of Deceased

More Jews who died in Middletown, compared with
non-Jews, were born in Russia, Poland, or Roumania, and/or
Germany, Austria, or Bohemia. Table 45 shows that 28.4
per cent of the Jews who died in Middletown came from
these east European countries in contrast to 3.5 per cent
among the non-Jews. Over twice the proportion of Jews
as non-Jews were born in Germany, Austria, or Bohemia.

Higher numbers of non-Jews came from both Middletown
and the rest of these United States. Thus, whereas 57.3
per cent of the Jews came from the United States, including
Middletown, 67.2 per cent of the non-Jews who died in
Middletown claimed such nativity.

This was not always found to be the case. During
our first period, more of the Jews who died in Middletown
were, in fact, born in this town when compared with the
non-Jews. As expected, one does see an increasing number
of Jews wﬁo died in Middletown, having been ﬁorn in the

eastern European countries.
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TABLE 45
BIRTHPLACE OF DECEASED

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1852-1899
Middletown 59.4 40.6 D2.7 69
60.3 44.4
41 28
United
States 41.9 58.1 23.7 31
19.1 28.6
3 18
Germany,
Austria,
Bohemia 100.0 3.8 S
7.4
5
England 66.7 33.3 4.6 6
5.9 3.2
4 2
Russia,
Poland,
Roumania 100.0 1.5 2
2.9
2
Ireland 6.7 93.3 11.5 15
1.5 22.2
1 14
Italy : 0.0 0
Scotland 0.0 0
France 0.0 0
Canada 0.0 (o]



TABLE 45—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1852-1899 (Continued)
Sweden 100.0 0.8 1
1.6
1§
Hungary 0.0 o
Prussia 100.0 0.8
1.5
1
Cuba 100.0
1.5
1
Czechoslovakia 0.0 o
Total 51.9 48.1 100.0 131
1900-1919
Middletown 44.6 55.4 42.7 56
39.1 46.3
25 31
United
States 46.7 53.3 22.9 30
21.9 23.9
14 16
Germany,
Austria,
Bohemia 70.0 30.0 7.6 10
10.9 4.5
7 3
England 16.7 83.3
1.6 7.5



TABLE 45—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919 (Continued)
Russia,
Poland,
Roumania 100.0 11.5 15
23.4
15
Ireland 10.0 90.0 7.6 10
: 1.6 13.4
1 9
Italy 100.0 0.8 1
1.5
1
Scotland 100.5 0.8 1
1.5
1
France 0.0 0
Canada 100.0 0.8 i
1.6
1
Sweden 100.0 0.8 h |
2=
i |
Hungary 0.0 0
Prussia 0.0 0
Cuba 0.0 0
Czechoslovakia 0.0 0
Total 48.9 5l1.1 100.0 131
64 67
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TABLE 45_Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934
Middletown 33.3 66.7 29.4 42
19.4 39.4
14 28
United
States 41.7 58.3 16.8 24
13.9 19.7
10 14
Germany,
Austria,
Bohemia 30.0 50.0 5.6 8
5.6 5.6
4 4
England 25.0 75.0 2.8 4
1.4 4.2
1 3
Russia,
Poland,
Roumania 85.4 14.6 33.6 48
56.9 9.9
41 e 4
Ireland 100.0 3.5 S
7.0
S
Italy 100.0 4.2 6
8.5
6
Scotland 0.0
France 0.0
Canada 100.0 2:1
4.2
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TABLE 45—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

1920-1934 (Continued)

Sweden 0.0
Hungary 100.0 1.4
2.8
2
Prussia 0.0
Cuba 0.0
Czechoslovakia 100.0 0.7
1.4
1
Total 50.3 49.7 100.0 143
72 71
All Ages
Middletown 47.9 52.1 41.2 167
39.2 43.3
80 87
United
States 43.5 56.5 21.0 85
18.1 23.9
37 48
Germany,
Austria,
Bohemia 69.6 30.4 5.7 23
7.8 3.9
16 g
England 37.5 62.5 4.0 16
2.9 5.0
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TABLE 45_Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

A1l Ages (Continued)

Russia,
Poland,
Roumania 89.2 10.8 16.0 65
28.4 3.5
58 7
Ireland 6.7 93.3 7.4 30
1.0 13.9
2 28
Italy 100.0 1.7 7
3.5
7
Scotland 100.0 02 1
0.5
1
France 0.0
Canada 25.0 75.0 1.0
0.5 1.5
1 3
Sweden 100.0 0.5 2
1:0
2
Hungary 100.0 0.5 2
1.0
2
Prussia 100.0 0.2 1
0.5
1
Cuba 100.0 "4 0.2 1
0.5
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TABLE 45—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
A1l Ages (Continued)
Czechoslovakia 100.0 0.2 1
0.5
1
Total 50.4 49.6 100.0 405

204 201
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Cause of Death

Primary findings related to cause of death are
reported in terms of the seventeen major categories of

diseases as listed in the International Classification

of Diseases, Vol. I. Readers are urged to consult this
compendium of diseases for an elaboration of the specific
diseases which fall within each of the categories.

Examination of figures in Table 46 indicates that
the Jews were more likely than non-Jews to die of diseases
of the circulatory system, followed by neoplasms and peri-
natal causes, accidents and poisonings, and diseases as-
sociated with the digestive system, in that order. 1In
each case, the Jews were comparatively more likely to die
of these diseases in at least two out of three periods.

On the other hand, Jews were comparatively less
likely to die of respiratory diseases and symptoms (ill
defined conditions), infective diseases, and diseases
associated with the nervous system, in that order. Viewed
historically and with the exception of diseases associated
with the nervous system, the Jews were comparatively less
likely to die of diseases within the above categories in

at least two out of the three time periods.
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TABLE 46
PRIMARY CAUSE OF DEATH

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1854-1899
Infective 44.9 55.1 48.6 69
45.6 51.4
31 38
Neoplasm 100.0 2.1 3
4.4
3
Endocrine 62.5 37.5 5.6 8
7.4 4.1
5 3
Blood 0.0 0
Mental 100.0 0.7
1.5
4 3
Nervous 6.7 83.3 4.2 6
1.5 6.8
. 1 5
Circulatory 72.7 27.3 7.7 1 |
11.8 4.1
8 3
Respiratory 44.4 55.6 12.7 18
11.8 13.5
8 10
Digestive 42.9 57.1 4.9 7
4.4 ~ 5.4
3 4
Genito-Urinary 100.0 0.7 1
1.4
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TABLE 46—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

1854-1899 (Continued)

Pregnancy 0.0
Skin 0.0
Musculo-
Skeletal ) 0.0 0
Congenital 40.0 60.0 3.5
2.9 4.1
2 3
Perinatal 100.0 0.7 1
1.5
1
Symptoms 12.5 87.5 5.6 8
1.5 9.5
1 7
Accidents and
Poisoning 100.0 2.8 4
5.8
4
Total 47.9 51.2 100.0 142
68 74
1900-1919
Infective 51.4 48.6 26.3 35
27.3 25.4
18 17
Neoplasm 71.4 28.6 5.3 7
7.6 3.0



TABLE 46_Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919 (Continued)
Endocrine 100.0 0.8 1
1.5
1
Blood 0.0 0
Mental 100.0 0.8
1.5
1
Nervous 100.0 0.8 1
1.5
1
Circulatory 30.4 69.6 17.3 23
10.6 23.9
b 16
Respiratory 42.3 57.7 19.5 26
16.7 22.4
11 15
Digestive 60.0 40.0 3.8 5
4.5 3.0
3 2
Genito-Urinary 66.7 33.3 4.5 6
6.1 3.0
4 2
Pregnancy 50.0 350.0 1.5 2
1.5 1.5
1 1
Skin 0.0 0
Musculo-
Skeletal 100.0 0.8 ; |
1.5
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919 (Continued)
Congenital 100.0 0.8 1
1.5
1
Perinatal 55.6 44.4 6.8 9
7.6 6.0
5 4
Symptoms 28.6 71.4 5.3 7
3.0 7.5
2 S
Accidents and
Poisoning 62.5 37.5 6.0 8
7.6 4.5
5 3
Total 49.6 50.4 100.0 133
66 67
1920-1934
Infective 33.3 66.7 8.3 12
5.6 11.1
4 8
Neoplasm 45.5 54.5 15.3 22
13.9 16.7
10 12
Endocrine 100.0 0.7 i |
1.4
) 3
Blood 100.0 0.7 1
1.4
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TABLE 46—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

1920-1934 (Continued)

Mental 100.0 0.7 1
1.4
1
Nervous 0.0 0
Circulatory 63.6 36.4 38.2 55
48.6 27.8
35 20
Respiratory 25.0 75.0 11.1 16
3.6 16.7
4 12
Digestive 62.5 37.5 5.6 8
6.9 4.2
5 3
Genito-Urinary 50.0 350.0 2.8 4
2.8 2.8
2 2
Pregnancy 100.0 0.7 1
1.4
1
Skin 0.0 o
Musculo-
Skeletal : 0.0 0
Congenital 100.0 1.4
2.8
2
Perinatal 66.7 33.3 4.2 6
5.6 2.8
4 2
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934 (Continued)
Symptoms 50.0 50.0 2.8 4
2.8 2.8
2 2
Accidents and
Poisoning 36.4 63.6 7.6 11
5.6 9.7
4 7
Total 50.0 50.0 100.0 144
72 72
All Ages
Infective 47.5 54.3 27.7 116
25.7 29.6
53 63
Neoplasm 56.3 43.8 7.6 32
8.7 6.6
18 14
Endocrine 60.0 40.0 2.4 10
2.9 Y9
6 4
Blood 100.0 0.2 1
0.5
1
Mental 66.7 33.3 0.7 3
1.0 0.5
2 1
Nervous 28.6 71.4 1.7 7
1.0 2.



TABLE 46—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

A1l Ages (Continued)

Circulatory 56.2 43.8 21.2 89
24.3 18.3
S0 39
Respiratory 38.3 61.7 14.3 60
11.2 17.4
23 37
Digestive 55.0 45.0 4.8 20
5.3 4.2
11 9
Genito-Urinary 54.5 435.5 2.6 11
2.9 2.3
6 S
Pregnancy 33.3 66.7 0.7 3
0.5 0.9
1 2
Skin 0.0 0
Musculo-
Skeletal 100.0 0.2 1
0.5
) £
Congenital 62.5 37.5 1.9 8
2.4 1.4
) 3
Perinatal 62.5 37.5 3.8 16
4.9 2.8
10 6
Symptoms 26.3 73.7 4.5 19
2.4 6.6
5 - 14
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TABLE 46—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

A1l Ages (Continued)

Accidents and

Poisoning 52.4 47.6 1.0 23
6.3 4.7
13 10
Total 49.2 50.8 100.0 419
206 213
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Since the cause of death is related to age, this
variable was broken down into the following categories:
less than six, six to fourteen, fifteen to twenty-four,
twenty-five to thirty-nine, forty to forty-nine, and fifty
and above. Table 47 shows that Jews below the age of six
were more likely than non-Jews to die of infective diseases,
endocrine diseases, diseases of the circulatory system,
congenital diseases, and accidents and poisonings, in that
order,

Our numbers are too low for any meaningful com-
parisons until the fifty and above age category. Within
this category we find the Jews more likely to have died
of neoplastic diseases, circulatory diseases, diseases of
the digestive system, genito-urinary diseases, and mental
disorders, in that order.

The data were further broken down into age at
death and historical period. Numbers are understandably
quite low, thus precluding any meaningful discussion. The
only possible exception was for infective diseases occurring
among those below the age of six. Jews below the age of
six were far more likely to die of subjective diseases in
the nineteenth century until 1920 than their non-Jewish

peers.
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TABLE 47
PRIMARY CAUSE OF DEATH BY AGE OF DECEASED

Item Jew Non-Jew
<6
Infective 50.0 27.9
37.7 31.5
26 17
Neoplastic 3.6 7.1
1.4 1.9
1 1
Endocrine 50.0 25.0
4.3 1.9
3 1
Blood
Mental 50.0
1.4
1
Nervous 20.0
1.9
1
Circulatory 8.0 2.6
5.8 1.9
4 1
Respiratory 43.5 37.8
14.5 25.9
10 14
Digestive 27.3 33.3
4.3 5.6
3 3
Genito-Urinmary
Pregnancy 100.0 50.0
1.4 1.9



TABLE 47 _Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew
<6 (Continued)
Skin
Musculo-
Skeletal
Congenital 100.0 66.7
7.2 3.7
5 2
Perinatal 100.0 100.0
14.5 11,1
10 6
Symptoms 28.6
7.4
4
Accidents and
Poisonings 50.0 30.0
7.2 5.6
5 3
Total 33.7 25.6
69 54
6-14
Infective 9.6 4.9
62.5 100.0
S 3
Neoplastic 5.6
12.5
1
Endocrine

Blood



TABLE 47—Continued
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Item Jew

Non-Jew

6-14 (Continued)

Mental
Nervous 30.0
S

12.
i <

Circulatory
Respiratory
Digestive
Genito-Urinary
Pregnancy
Skin

Musculo-
Skeletal

Congenital
Perinatal
Symptoms

Accidents and
Poisonings

Total 3.9

1.4
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Item Jew Non-Jew
15-24
Infective 5.8 18.0
33.3 61.1
3 11
Neoplastic
Endocrine
Blood
Mental
Nervous 20.0
5.6
1
Circulatory 2.0 S.
11.1 11,1
1 2
Respiratory 8.7 2.7
22.2 5.6
2 1
Digestive 9.1
i b P
h |
Genito-Urinary 20.0
5.6
1

Pregnancy
Skin

Musculo-
Skeletal

Congenital
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Item Jew Non-Jew
15-24 (Continued)
Perinatal
Symptoms
Accidents and
Poisonings 18.2 20.0
22.2 11.1
2
Total 4.4 8.5
9 18
25-39
Infective 13.5 26.2
33.3 72.7
(4 16
Neoplastic 5.6 7.1
4.8 4.5
1 i [
Endocrine 16.7
4.8
1
Blood
Mental
Nervous 30.0
4.8
1
Circulatory 8.0
19.0
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TABLE 47_Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew

25-39 (Continued)

Respiratory 17.4 8.1
18.0 13.6
4 3
Digestive 11.1
4.5
1
Genito-Urinmary 16.7
4.8
1
Pregnancy 50.0
4.5
1
Skin
Musculo-
Skeletal
Congenital
Perinatal
Symptoms
Accidents and
Poisonings 18.2 18.2
9.5 9.5
2 2
Total 10.2 10.4




TABLE 47—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew
40-49
Infective 9.6 8.2
20.0 26.3
S5 S
Neoplastic 16.7
12.0
3
Endocrine 16.7 25.0
4.0 5.3
1 1
Blood 100.0
5.3
1
Mental
Nervous 40.0
10.5
2
Circulatory 14.0 10.3
28.0 21.1
i ¢ 4
Respiratory 4.3 2.7
4.0 5.3
1 1
Digestive 27.3 22.2
12.0 10.5
3 2
Genito-Urinmary 33.3 20.0
8.0 5.3
2 1

Pregnancy
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TABLE 47—Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew

40-49 (Continued)

Skin
Musculo-
Skeletal 100.0
4.0
1
Congenital
Perinatal
Symptoms
Accidents and
Poisonings 18.2 20.0
8.0 10.5
2 2
Total 12.2 9.0
' 25 19
50+
Infective 11:9 14.8
8.2 9.5
9
Neoplastic 66.7 85.7
16.4 12.6
2 12
Endocrine ' 16.7 50.0
1.4 2.1
1 2

Blood
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TABLE 47-—-Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew

50+ (Continued)

Mental 50.0 100.0
1.4 ) 1% §
1 1
Nervous 20.0
1.1
Circulatory 68.0 82.1
46.6 837
34 32
Respiratory 26.1 48.6
8.2 18.9
6 18
Digestive 36.4 33.3
5.5 3.2
4 3
Genito-Urinary 50.0 60.0
' 4.1 3.2
3 3
Pregnancy
Skin
Musculo-
Skeletal
Congenital 33.3
1s1
b 8
Perinatal
Symptoms 100.0 71.4
6.8 10.5
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Item Jew Non-Jew
50+ (Continued)
Accidents and
Poisonings 50.0 30.0
1.4 3:2
) § 3
Total 35.6 45.0
73 95
Total
Infective 25.4 28.9
52 61
Neoplastic 8.8 6.6
18 14
Endocrine 2.9 1.9
6 4
Blood 0 » O
0 1
Mental 1.0 .5
2 1
Nervous 1.0 2.4
2 S
Circulatory 24.4 18.5
50 39
Respiratory 11.2 17.5
3 23 37
Digestive 5.4 4.3
11



TABLE 47—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew
Total (Continued)
Genito-Urinary 2.9 2.4
6 5
Pregnancy .5 9
1 2
Skin 0 0
0 0
Musculo-
Skeletal S 0
1 0
Congenital 2.4 1.4
5 3
Perinatal 4.9 2.8
10 6
Symptoms 2.4 6.6
5 14
Accidents and
Poisonings 6.4 4.7
13 10
Total 100.0 100.0
205 211
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Secondary Cause of Death

Those certifying cause of death were less prone
to state a secondary cause of death and therefore numbers
are considerably lower than among the primary causes of
death. They nevertheless indicate, as shown in Table 48,
that compared with non-Jews the Jews were more likely to
die of respiratory diseases, neoplasms, accidents and
poisonings, and diseases anonated with the circulatory
system, in that order. Examination of our figures over
time indicates that this pattern is evident in every disease
category in at least two out of the three historical periods.

Jews were comparatively less likely to die of in-
fective diseases symptoms (ill-defined causes), pregnancy,
and digestive diseases, and musculo-skeletal disorders,
in that order.

Numbers were too low for any meaningful discussion
of age and secondary cause of death and for any further

controlling by time period.
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SECONDARY CAUSE OF DEATH
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
. 1852-1899
Infective 25.0 75.0 18.2 4
8.3 30.0
5 3
Neoplasms 0.0 0
Endocrine 0.0 0
Blood 0.0 (0}
Mental 0.0 0
Nervous 100.0 4.5 ) &
8.3
1
Circulatory 75.0 25.0 18.2 4
25.0 10.0
3 1
Respiratory 100.0 9.1 2
16.7
2
Digestive 0.0 0
Genito-Urinary 100.0 4.5
10.0
) |
Pregnancy 0.0
Skin 0.0
Musculo-
Skeletal 100.0 4.5 |
8.3
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TABLE 48 _Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

1852-1899 (Continued)

Congenital 0.0
Perinatal 0.0
Symptoms 37.5 62.5 36.4
25.0 50.0
3 S
Accidents and
Poisongs 100.0 4.5 1
8.3
1
Total 54.5 45.5 100.0 22
12 10
1900-1919
Infective 3 20.0 80.0 9.1 S
4.2 12.9
1 4
Neoplasm 100.0 1.8 1
4.2
1
Endocrine 66.7 33.3 5.5 3
8.3 3.2
2 1
Blood 0.0
Mental 0.0
Nervous 100.0 1.8
4.2
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TABLE 48 _Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

1900-1919 (Continued)

Circulatory 53.8 46.2 23.6 13
29.2 19.4
7 6
Respiratory 40.0 60.0 9.1 5
8.3 9.7
2 3
Digestive 50.0 50.0 7.3 4
8.3 6.5
2 2
Genito-Urinary 66.7 33.3 10.9 6
16.7 6.5
4 2
Pregnancy 100.0 3.6 2
6.5
2
Skin 0.0 0
Masculo- ’
Skeletal 100.0 1.8 1
3.2
1
Congenital 100.0 1.8 1
3.2
1
Perinatal 0.0 0
Symptoms 30.0 70.0 18.2 10
12.5 22.6



TABLE 48—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1900-1919 (Continued)
Accidents and
Poisonings 33.3 66.7 5.4 3
4.2 6.4
1 2
Total 43.6 56.4 100.0 55
24 31
1920-1934
Infective 42.9 57.1 10.8 7
8.3 13.8
3 4
Neoplasm 100.0 ‘ 4.6 3
8.3
3
Endocrine 40.0 60.0 Tisid 5
5.6 10.3
2 3
Blood 0.0 (]
Mental 100.0 1.5
3.4
1
Nervous 50.0 50.0 3.1 2
2.8 3.4
i | 1
Circulatory 50.0 50.0 27.7 18
25.0 31.0 '
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
1920-1934 (Continued)
Respiratory 100.0 7.7 5
13.9
5
Digestive 25.0 75.0 6.2 4
2.8 10.3
1 3
Genito-Urinary 100.0 3.1 2
6.9
2
Pregnancy 50.0 50.0 3.1 2
2.8 3.4
1 1
Skin 0.0 0
Musculo-
Skeletal 100.0 1.5 1
3.4
1
Congenital 0.0
Perinatal 100.0 3.1
5.6
2
Symptoms 60.0 40.0 7.7 5
8.3 6.9
3 2
Accidents and
Poisonings 75.0 25.0 12.3 8
16.7 3.4
6 2
Total 55.4 44.6 100.0 65
36 29




TABLE 48—Continued
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Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total
All Ages
Infective 31.3 68.8 11.3 16
6.9 15.7
5 11
Neoplam 100.0 2.8 4
5.6
4
Endocrine 50.0 50.0 5.6 8
5.6 Dl
4 4
Blood 0.0 0
Mental 100.0 0.7
1.4
1
Nervous 75.0 25.0 2.8 4
4.2 1.4
3 1
Circulatory 54.3 45.7 24.6 35
26.4 22.9
19 6
Respiratory 75.0 25.0 8.5 12
12.5 4.3
9 3
Digestive 37.5 62.5 . 5.6 8
4.2 el
3 S
Genito-Urinary 44 .4 55.6 6.3 9
5.6 71
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TABLE 48—_Continued

Item Jew Non-Jew Per cent Total

All Ages (Continued)

 Pregnancy 25.0 75.0 2.8 4
1.4 4.3 :
8 3
Skin ‘ 0.0 0
Musculo-
Skeletal 33.3 66.7 2.1 3
1.4 2.9
1 2
Congenital 100.0 0.7 1
1.4
1
Perinatal 100.0 1.4 2
2.8
2
Symptoms 39.1 60.9 16.2 23
12.5 20.0
9 14
Accidents and
Poisonings 60.0 40.0 8.4 12
11.1 5.8
8 4
Total 50.7 49.3 100.0 142
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Concluding Remarks

Fewer than one per cent of those who died in Middle-
town between 1852 and 1934 were Jewish. This percentage
is less than what was encountered among births and mar-
riages, leading to the suggestion that Jews who may have
been married and had children in Middletown may also have
moved out of the town and completed their life cycles else-
where. This argument is supported by data relating to
comparatively higher infant and child mortality among the
Jews than among the non-Jews.

A statistically significantly greater number of
Jewish males thﬁn Jewish females died in Middletown. Higher
proportions of Jewish males than Jewish females died within
each of the major periods of the study. Several factors
may be accounting for this. One, there were more males
in Middletown. Two, more Jewish males than Jewish females
were born. This tends to be the case generally, but es-
pecially among Jews. Males do not have as high a survival
rate as females, especially in infancy, and a high number
of Jewish infants died.

There was no control for race of the deceased and
three non-Jewish black decedents were encountered.

Very high proportions of Jewish decedents were
born in Eastern Europe, while significant numbers derived

from Western Europe. Although higher numbers of non-Jewish
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decedents were born in Middletown, this was not the case
during the first period. Among the reasons for this is
that the last half of the nineteenth century witnessed

a high proportion of Jewish deaths involving Jewish infants
who were born in Middletown.

Jews died at earlier ages than non-Jews, and this
finding was consistent during all three periods of the
study. It made no difference whether both parents of the
deceased were native or foreign born. This relationship,
however, was even more pronounced among Jews born to foreign
born parents in comparison with non-Jews of foreign born
parentage. These findings are at variance with reported
research in other studies. Other studies, it will be
recalled, related a favorable longevity among Jews.

In an effort to explain this seeming paradox,
frequency counts were remade of Jews and non-Jews dying
in infancy, herein defined as those below the age of two.
Frequency counts were also made of Jews and non-Jews dying
in childhood, herein defined as those between the ages of
two and twelve. Higher numbers of Jews than non-Jews in
infancy and childhood, especially the former. In fact,
this held true in each of the three historical periods,
with the exception of the 1920-1934 period when slightly
more non-Jews than Jews died in childhood. The data indi-

cate that foreign born Jewish parents contributed most
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substantially to the high infant and child mortality found
among Jews generally. Jews who survived childhood never-
theless died at earlier‘ages than non-Jews who also sur-
vived childhood. This was true for the entire period of
the study whether both parents of the deceased were native
or foreign born.

Higher proportions of Jews could be found in the
middle and upper status occupational categories at the time
of death, than was the case among non-Jews. These findings
are consistent with the occupational statuses found among
Jewish men at time of marriage and birth of a child.

The data lent support to the acknowledged tendency
to marry found among Jews. Thus, the Jews were less likely
to have died as spinsters or bachelors than was the case
among the non-Jews.

The Jews were found to have died from allegedly
different causes of death than non-Jews. Thus, they were
reported to have more likely died than non-Jews of diseases
associated with the circulatory system and of neoplasms.
These findings are in keeping with those encountered in

many previous studies cited.



CHAPTER XII

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This study attempted to begin a reconstruction
of the history of the Jews in a small New England town,
Middletown, Connecticut. Initial attempts at writing a
conventional history proved difficult because of the paucity
of records available. Efforts to uncover historically
relevant materials from present and former residents of
Middletown were met with almost total failure.

A different, perhaps somewhat unique, approach
was clearly called for. The assumption was made that
since Jews in numbers were known to have lived in Middle-
town since the middle of the nineteenth century, they must
have endured certain life processes such as birth and
death and perhaps even married in the town. A further
assumption was made that since these events must be recorded
by law, an examination of such documents might shed light
on the historical patterns of the Jews of Middletown.

Another source of information are city directories.
These directories are published on an annual basis and
usually consist of two sections: one, a list of the names

and addresses of the town's residents and two, a business
349
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section which gives the names and addresses of people
owning various businesses or engaged in the professions.
The latter section of each of the city directories was
thought to be useful in delineating the occupational de-
velopment of the Jews in this small town.

An important factor one must keep in mind when
reading about the history of a given people is that their
development took place consonant with and in contrast to
that of the people who surrounded them. This study at-
tempted to deal with this problem by sampling data from
among non-Jews. Hence, the reader may weigh the findings
for the Jews against what was occurring among their non-
Jewish peers. It is therefore a systematically controlled
study, perhaps among the first in American Jewish history.

Since the end of World War II, students of American
Jewry have increasingly focused attention on the development
of Jews in urban areas. A perusal of these works shows
that the cities dealt with by the various authors were for
the most part very large ones. This is unfortunate since
in the aggregate many Jews settled in small communities
throughout the country. They were called upon to make
contributions to the development of America and fo the
American Jewish community at large and did so unfailingly.
And yet, we know very little about them. They seem to

bhave left little in the way of records and have gone
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relatively unnoticed by scholars. In short, we are as yet
in no position to gauge in what ways if any the Jews in
the small communities deviated from the patterns set by
their correligionists in the large urban areas. This
study has been an attempt to shed light on this neglected
subject in American Jewish history.

The benefits of the high-speed electronic computer
were clearly needed in order to handle the large amount
of quantitative data generated by this study. Data used
in the computer were properly copied, coded, punched,
verified, and further checked before being analyzed. Along
with standard package programs such as the Harvard Data-
Text,1 other statistical programs were called for. These
latter programs written specifically for this study are
found in the appendices. They may with slight modifica-
tion be used for replication purposes.

Middletown is located roughly in the center of
Connecticut. It is a small town consisting today of ap-
proximately 33,000 people. Among Middletown's major in-
stitutions are the Connecticut Valley Hospital and Wesleyan

University.

lharvard Data-Text (Cambridge, Massachusetts:
Harvard University Press, 1967).
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Middletown was founded by a group of dissident
Indians from Wethersfield who broke away from their tribe
in the early part of the seventeenth century. The town
was then known by its Indian name of Mettebeseck. Shortly
thereafter a small band of Englishmen from the Hartford
area settled in the town. Minor skirmishes with the Indians
ensued followed by a permanent peace settlement. The Con-
necticut Legislature incorporated the city of Middletown
in 1654.

Thereafter, the town developed rapidly, becoming
the largest city in the state of Connecticut in the year
1790. Among the forces shaping this development were a
great deal of slave trading, a developing ship-building
industry, and large-scale trade with the West Indies and
London. The nineteenth century saw a decline in these
industries and a concomitant decline in the growth of
Middletown. Several important industries did spring up
in this town during the nineteenth century and including
among them were the Russell Manufacturing Company, makers
of elastic webbing, and the Wilcox Crittenden Company,
well-known manufacturers of hardware used on ships.

Two important institutions were also created in
Middletown during the nineteenth century, namely the Methodist
sponsored Wesleyan University, opened in 1831, and the
Hospital for the Insane in the State of Connecticut, which
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opened its doors in 1888. The town of Middletown offered
the land for this institution and passed certain statutes
designed to protect it.

Among the notable developments in Middletown during
the middle of the nineteenth century was the arrival of a
significant number of Jews. These people came primarily
from Europe. They were an oppressed people eager for an
opportunity to seek their own fortunes.

The Jews who came from Germany had experienced a
number of insults to their integrityasa people. In some
areas of Germany they lost their political rights, in
others they could not trade, in still others they were
denied their own places of worship.

Russian Jews, their correligionists to the east,
in many ways suffered more. They too had been relegated
to an inferior position by virtue of laws designed specifi-
cally to humiliate them. Russian Jews suffered not only
at the hands of the authorities but were also subjected
to the murderous whims of the peasantry. Both the authori-
ties and the peasantry united in a series of pogroms, the
most notorious of which probably took place in Gomel and
Kishinev.

The Jews were restricted as to place of residence
and to movement. Thus, they were most likely to be found

in an area comprising little more than 5 per cent of Russia.
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Russian Jews compared with their non-Jewish country-
men were far more likely to be found in the urban areas,
occupying middle class positions. Close to 40 per cent
of them or over twice the proportion among the non-Jews
were involved in manufacturing. Almost one-third or ten
times the non-Jewish proportion were engaged in commerce.
Whereas 61 per cent of the non-Jews were engaged in agri-
cultural pursuits, only 3 per cent of the Jews were simi-
larly engaged.

The May lLaws seriousiy affected the Jewish position
in that their principal statutes curtailed participation
of the Jews both in the areas of agriculture and commerce.
The percentage rule of 1866 and 1867 further aggravated the
situation by limiting the number of Jews who could qualifyv
for an education.

The Jews of Roumania had similar experiences. They
were heavily engaged in the handicraft industry, in clothing,
food, furniture and textile industries, among others.
Roumanian Jews like their Russian brethren were mainly
urban and middle class. They were severely restricted in
their commercial enterprises, could not purchase land,
and for all practical purposes were denied citizenship.

The Jews of Austria and Hungary suffered perhaps
less than their counterparts we visited. Nevertheless,

toward the third quarter of the eighteenth century, the
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Jews of Austria and Hungary were subjected to economic
boycott, unfair taxation, and the accusation of ritual
murder.

Like the other Jews whose history we have touched
upon, the Jews of Austria and Hungary were engaged well
out of their proportions in commerce and, interestingly,
in agriculture. They were also very heavily urbanized and
likely to be found in the middle classes.

Very high numbers of Jews took advantage of the
easing of emigration policies in Eastern Europe and the
relatively liberal American immigration policies extant
toward the end of the nineteenth century. They thus came
to America and many settled in the large urban areas along
the eastern seaboard. A few settled in small towns such
as Middletown, Connecticut.

We know that the Jews could be found in Connecticut
in the seventeenth century. Among the Jews who came to
Connecticut during that time were Aron Lopez and John
Carsen. The first Jew to surface in Middletown was Isaac
Solomons who in the early eighteenth century petitioned a
court regarding the duty on certain goods which he imported
from London. During the eighteenth century a number of
well known Jews including Myer Myers invested in a lead
mine located in Middletown. Other than these few facts
we know nothing of the very early history of Middletown

Jewry, in a traditional historical sense.
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Once they arrived in any numbers in Middletown,
they apparently made a point of gathering to pray. The
oldest members of the community claim that men gathered
for prayers in the home of Jacob Mattes on Williams Street
in the late 1870's.

The first legal documents of the Jewish community
in Middletown were signed by a Samuel Mirovitz and Benjamin
Enowitz on March 13, 1897. This particular document al-
ludes to the purchase of approximately one acre of land in
.Portland, Connecticut, to be used as a cemetery. On May 11,
1905, the Connecticut State Legislature passed a resolution
incorporating the Congregation Adath Israel.

During the first decade of this century, and perhaps
previous to that, Middletown Jews prayed in rented halls.
One such hall belonged to Max Frank, who was a Jewish
grocer. Mr. Simon Edelberg relates that in 1913 there
were three kosher butcher shops and a mikva on Sumner
Street.

That same year saw a serious controversy develop
between Reverend Samuel Vernikoff and the congregation over
a sum of money allegedly owed him. A rabbinical court
sided in favor of the clergyman.

In the middle of the 1920's, Middletown's Jews
began to look into the feasibility of erecting a new edifice.

A number of congregants thought it would be better to remain
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on Union Street. After a series of discussions, those who
wanted to build prevailed.

A series of regularly scheduled meetings were held
either in the home or office of Judge Israel Poliner. The
first meeting, however, was held in the home of Max Levine
on January 25, 1928. Members of the various committees
charged with collecting funds, engaging a contractor, and
supervising the erection of the building were very efficient.
In fact, they were so devoted and efficient that the edi-
fice was dedicated on Sunday afternoon, May 6, 1929.

We draw our attention next to the findings of the
study beginning with births. Fewer than 2 per cent of
all births in the years 1852-1934 were born to children,
at least one of whose parents was Jewish. The year 1903
saw the highest number of Jewish children born in Middletown.
More male children were born to Jewish parents than were
sorn to non-Jewish parents. Most parents derived from
Eastern Europe. An abnormally high proportion of Jewish
children were stillborn. Jewish children were almost
entirely delivered by physicians, far more than was the
case among non-Jewish children. There were no cases of
illegitimacy among the Jews and a comparatively high number
of Jewish children were born as twins.

‘Jewish fathers occupied positions of much higher

status than their non-Jewish counterparts. Over the years
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Jewish parents tended to have children at older ages. And
although we do not have information on completed families,
the data on uncompleted families indicate that the Jews
had fewer children than non-Jews. This was especially

the case during the twentieth century.

The history of the economic development of the
Jews of Middletown closely pafallels their experience
throughout the rest of the country. They began1as peddlers,
tailors, and shoemakers. Middletown Jews rapidly entered
into retailing especially clothing until they were thus
engaged well out of their proportions. In many ways, the
Jews of Middletown paralleled the occupations they held
while still in Europe. During the twentieth century in-
creasing proportions of Jews could be seen in the profes-
sions.

Very few Jews married in Middletown from the middle
of the eighteenth century until the end of 1934. 1In fact
fewer than one per cent of all the marriages which took
place in Middletown involved one partner of the Jewish
faith. The highest number of Jewish marriages took place
in 1919.

There were three cases of religious intermarriage
and in all cases they involved a male Jewish partner.

Most Jewish brides and grooms came from eastern Europe.

Jewish men and women first married at younger ages than
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their non-Jewish counterparts. Over the period of this
study both groups tended first to marry at older ages.
This was particularly the case among the Jews.

Jewish men were found in positions of higher occu-
pational status than non-Jewish men at the time of marriage.
The data suggest that Jewish men had to look out of Middle-
town for spouses.

Finally, Jewish brides were more likely to be single
and divorced and more likely to be widowed than non-Jewish
brides. Jewish grooms were slightly more likely to be
single, more likely to be widowed, and less likely to be
divorced than their non-Jewish counterparts.

The Jewish men of Middletown compared with their
non-Jewish counterparts were very upwardly mobile, as
measured by their rising proportions in occupations of
middle and high status. Although a sizable proportion of
Jewish men could be found in occupations of low status
during the early period, their relative numbers diminished
rapidly over time. Their social class position in Middle-
town as measured by occupational status was very similar
to the one they occupied while still in Europe.

Few Jews died in Middletown when compared with
the Jewish proportions of births and marriages in the town.
More Jewish males than females died and high proportions
of those who died were themselves born in Eastern Europe.
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Jews died at younger ages than non-Jews. More
Jews than non-Jews died in infancy and childhood. Higher
proportions of Jews than non-Jews at time of death could
be found in the middle and upper status occupational cate-
gories.,

The data corroborated other studies pointing to a
greater tendency among the Jews to marry. They also show
that Jews were more likely to die of circulatory and neo-
plastic diseases than non-Jews.

This work was written as a catalyst to future
investigators both in Middletown and elsewhere. Hopefully
the Jews of Middletown will endeavor to uncover aspects
of their history which the foregoing data will most probably
corroborate. Thus for example, one day in 1969, the writer
chanced upon an old family friend, Al Halpern. During the
course of the conversation, it was noted that Mr. Halpern
was in the fruit and vegetable business for a period of
at least four years during the 1920's. Mr. Halpern denied
ever having been engaged insuchan enterprise but shortly
after having been confronted with evidence from city direc-
tories vaguely recalled having made his living in such a
way.

Researchers working on other towns outside of
Middletown may wish to replicate this work in other small

towns, while still others are encouraged to examine similar
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data from larger communities. Once this is done, compari-
sons can be made and fruitful insights may be engendered.
This work has been a rewarding experience. Much
in fact was learned which was not directly germane to the
aims and purposes of the study. This is frequently the
case in research when investigators must continually make
decisions as they progress. As such, the preceding pages
can be considered, in a certain way, as the fruit of a
series of decisions, many of which had to be rescinded in
light of more valid alternatives. The author has benefitted
from the challenge presented by these alternmatives.
There is no doubt in the author's mind that this
work contains errors, both of commission and omission.
The author can only hope that his readers have accepted
it in the spirit which Samuel Johnson2 asked the readers
of his Dictionary to accept his work.' In Johnson's words:
That it will immediately become popular I have not
promised to myself: a few wild blunders, and risible
absurdities, from which no work of such multiplicity
was ever free, may for a time furnish folly with laugh-
ter, and harden ignorance in contempt. . . . a writer
will sometimes be hurried by eagerness to the end,
and sometimes faint with weariness under a task. . . .

that what is obvious is not always known, and what is
known is not always present; that sudden fits of

2Samuel Johnson, A Dictionary of the English Lan-
guage (New York: A.M.S. Press, Incorporated, 1967),

Preface.
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inadvertency will surprize vigilance, slight avoca-
tions will seduce attention, and casual eclipses will
darken learning; and that the writer shall often in
vain trace his memory at the moment of need, for that
which yesterday he knew with intuitive readiness, and
which will come uncalled into his thoughts tomorrow.
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INDEX OF VITAL ACTIVITY

Year Jews . Total Per cent
1855 0. 164. 0.00000
1856 3. 469. 0.63966
1857 . 520. 0.19231
1858 4, 455, 0.87912
1859 9 442. 0.67873
1860 0. 534. 0.00000
1861 2. 504. 0.39683
1862 3. 529. 0.56711
1863 3. 504. 0.59524
1864 6. 432. 1.38889
1865 6. 465. 1.29032
1866 , 19 478. 0.20921
1867 R 498. 0.20080
1868 3. 498. 0.60241
1869 0 517. 0.58027
1855-1869 39.0000 7309.0000 0.53359
1870 A 3. 603. 0.49751
1871 1. 574. 0.17422
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Year Jews Total Per cent
1872 2. 648. 0.30864
1873 3. 673. 0.44577
1874 4. 628. 0.63694
1875 Do 554. 0.90253
1876 7 538. 1.30112
1877 4. 516. 0.77519
1878 Be 545. 0.91743
1879 6. 576. 1.04167
1870-1879 40.0000 5855.0000 0.68318
1880 4, 542. : 0.73801
1881 2. 616. 0.32468
1882 5. 579. 0.86356
1883 6. 667. 0.89955
1884 8. 601. 1.33111
1885 8. 615. 1.30081
1886 S. 661. 0.75643
1887 4, 673. 0.59435
1888 4. 683. 0.58565
1889 s 730. 0.95890
1880-1889 53.0000 6367 .0000 0.83242
1890 8. 768. 1.04167
1891 4, 779. 0.51348
1892 8. 931. 0.85929
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Year Jews Total Per cent
1893 12, 867. 1.38408
1894 7. 812. 0.86207
1895 6. 906. 0.66225
1896 12, L. 1.55642
1897 11. 762, 1.44357
1898 T 924. 0.75758
1899 9. 806. 1.11663
1890-1899 84.0000 8326.0000 1.00889
1900 10. 1089. 0.91827
1901 12, 925. 1.29730
1902 7 897. 0.78038
1903 21. 1097. 1.91431
1904 16. 1060. 1.50943
1905 19. 1304. 1.45706
1906 17 1276. 1.33229
1907 18. 1351. 1.33235
1908 11 1319. 0.83397
1909 18. 1397. 1.28848
1900-1909 149.0000 11715.0000 1.27187
1910 21. 1579. 1.32996
1911 25. 1417. 1.76429
1912 18. 1650. 1.09091
1913 17 1433. 1.18632

1914 22, 1528. 1.43979
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Year Jews Total Per cent
1915 21. 1502. 1.39814
1916 21. 1565. 1.34185
1917 30. 1748. 1.71625
1918 21. 1740. 1.20690
1919 18. 1465. 1.22867
1910-1919 214.0000 15627 .0000 1.36942
1920 28. 1556. 1.79949
1921 28. 1510. 1.85430
1922 21. 1357. 1.54753
1923 22, 1305. 1.68582
1924 14. 1378. 1.01597
1925 10. 1403. . 0.71276
1926 14. 1417. 0.98800
1927 15. 1352. 1.10947
1928 20. 1335. 1.49813
1929 18. 1410. 1.27660
1920-1929 190.0000 14023.0000 1.35492
1930 19. 1299. 1.46266
1931 26. 1331. 1.95342
1932 15. 1391. 1.07836
1933 16. 1409. 1.13556
1934 14. 1396. 1.00287
1930-1934 90.0000 6826 .0000 1.31849

All Years 859.0000 76048.0000 1.12955
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Appendix D

Coding of Birth Certificates



APPENDIX D

BIRTH CERTIFICATE

Code
Column Number Identification

1-4 Page Number

5 Religion of Infant: 1 = Jew, 2 = Non-Jew

6 Title: 2 = Births

7 Sex of Infant: 1 - Male, 2 - Female, 3 =
Unknown

8, 9 Volume Number

10-12 Page Number

13-20 : Date of Birth

Non-Jew

21 Religion of Father: 1 = Jew, 2

n

22 Religion of Mother: 1 = Jew, 2 = Non-Jew
23, 24 Birthplace of Father:

= Middletown

= United States

Germany, Austria, Bohemia

= England

= Russia, Poland, Roumania

L= S T N R
"

= Ireland
387



25,
27,
29,
31
32

35
37

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Italy
Scotland
France
Canada
Sweden
Hungary
Lithuania
Bavaria
Syria
Holland

Greece

Birthplace of Mother—same as

Age of Father

Age of Mother

Race of Father:

Race of Mother:

Occupation of Father—Refer to Hollingshead,

1
1

White, 2
White, 2

Index of Social Position

Number of Children of Mother

above

= Black
= Black

Number of Children of Mother Living

Name of Attending Physician:

1

2
3
4

G. W. Burke
E. B. Nye

C. Woodward
Eliz. Balier



© ® N o o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

21

23

24

25
26

8 & %

389

W. E. Carey
E. Burr
C. Andrews

R. Balier

W. C. Bell

M. C. Hazen
Catherine Shea
M. D. Murphy
F. D. Edgerton
Mary Farinir
C. C. Clark
L. Bailey

B. D. Maguire
A. P. Osborne
John Morgan

. L. Osborne

. Cleveland
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&

&
o

2 N o™ oy Powm oM
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H. Denning

Muller

L. Maitland
. Nolan

o Gx:iswold

A

P

C. Howard
H. McDougal
A. Hand

C. Downey
B. Young

C. Mead
Petrophy

E. Loveland
H. Mountain
E. Potter
Murphy

P. Walsh
Zemen

T. Harryton
T. Mitchell
A. Hurd
Petrossi
Nocera

F. Calef

E. Lawrence



55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
|72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

Q
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4 N EH N E®m OO0 R £ 0%

C. Downey
Misenti

H. Standish
S. Skladzien
Gwinzdoska
Simonson
Petrocelli
W. Kellog
J. O'Brien
F. Pickett
Carlson

E. Zink

C. Harvey
E. Wrang
Burr

M. Craig
B. Chedel
Lafredo
A. Wilder
S. Frank
H. Grower
0. LaBella
E. Speight
Magnano '
R. Miller



41

42

43

a s N~
1

[}

80
81

83

[}

84

Mode

. Wilson
. Park

. Piasta

m = >

. E. Tracy
N. Gissler
of Delivery:

Physician

Midwife

Registrar

Self-delivery

Registered Nurse

Nature of Birth:

1
2

1

2 =
Legi
1
2

n

Live Birth
Stillbirth

- Number of Children:

Single Birth
Twins
timacy:
Legitimate
Illegitimate

. 392
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Number of Births on an Annual Basis



APPENDIX E

BIRTHS
Year Jews Total Per cent
1855 0. 187. 0.00000
1856 3. 207. 1.44928
1857 : 1. 227. 0.44053
1858 2. 222, - 0.90090
1859 3. 204. 1.47059
1860 0. 236. 0.00000
1861 1. 224, 0.44643
1862 0. 218. 0.00000
1863 1 193. 0.51813
1864 1. 172. 0.58140
1865 2. 169. 1.18343
1866 0. 203. 0.00000
. 1867 1 ) 210. 0.47619
1868 Lo 188. 0.53191
- 1869 2. 229, 0.87336
1855-1869 18.0000 3089.0000 0.58271
1870 i 262. 0.38168
1871 1. 233. 0.42918
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Year

1872

1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879

1870-1879

1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889

1880-1889

1890
1891
1892

= O N U U «u N

UIOIOISO!NN#UIO!#

Total

243.

273.
279.
255.
221.
215.
225.
293.

2499.0000

246.
267.
232.
238.
269.
256.
272.
275.
268.
311.

2634.0000

337.
318.
358.

395

Per cent

0.00000

0.73260
1.07527
1.96078
2.26244
0.23023
0.00000
0.34130
0.80032
0.81301
0.00000
0.43103
1.68067
1.85874
1.95313
1.47059
0.72727
0.74627
1.60772
1.13895
0.89021
0.94340
1.39665



Year

1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1890-1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1900-1909
1910
1911
1912
1913

]

[
[
.

® O © ® » O
.

o £

11.
15.

120.0000

15.
18.
14.
12.

Total

388.
348.
393.
335.
370.
370.
380.

3597.0000

313.
380.
330.
400.
436.
489.

S523.
3565.
581.

4523.0000

550.

659.
625.

396

Per cent

2.83505
1.43678
1.01781
2.38806
2.43243
1.62162
2.10526
1.72366
2.55591
2.89474
1.81818
3.75000
2.29358
3.06748
2.37154
3.25048
1.94690
2.58176
2.65311
2.72727
3.06644
2.12443
1.92000
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Year Jews Total Per cent
1914 15. 651. 2.30415
1915 12, 658. 1.82371
1916 15. 639. 2.34742
1917 16. 727. 2.20083
1918 10. 662. 1.51057
1919 6. 645. 0.93023
1910-1919 133.0000 6403.0000 2.07715
1920 19. 678. 2.80236
1921 13. 719. 1.80807
1922 12, 666. 1.80180
1923 13. 655. 1.98473
1924 6. 653. 0.91884
1925 S. 631. 0.79239
1926 12. 641. 1.87207
1927 6. 651. 0.92166
1928 95 614. 1.46580
1929 6. 640. 0.93750
1920-1929 101.0000 v 6548.0000 1.54246
1930 8. 551. 1.45191
1931 16. 610. 2.62295
1932 8. 606. 1.32013
1933 11. 581. 1.89329
1934 11. 579. 1.89983

All Years 538.0000 32220.0000 1.66977
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APPENDIX F

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS

Over the years, social scientists concerned with
stratification have developed a series of indices to measure
social status. Among the most widely used today is the

Two_Factor Index of Social Position developed by August

B. Hollingshead. This index employs occupation and the
years of school completed by the head of the household as
indicators of socioeconomic status. Unfortunately, in
this study, the years of education completed by the subjects
could not be ascertained. Therefore, the only viable al-
termative was the use of occupation alone which does,
however, give us a good key to the understanding of the
location of individuals in the socioeconomic structure.

The Hollingshead Index categorizes occupations into
seven ma jor categories. The following is an explication
of the categories including representative occupations

within each of the categories.

I. Higher Executives, Proprietors of large Concerns,
and Major Professionals

Included herein are Bank Presidents, Contractors,

399
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Accountants (C.P.A.), Clergymen (Professionally Trained),
Lawyers and Physicians.

II. Business Managers, Proprietors of Medium Sized Busi-

nesses, and Lesser Professionals

This category includes Brokerage Salesmen, Post-
masters, Clothing Store Owners, Furniture Businesses,
Jewelers (the latter three concerns each having a value
between $35,000 and $100,000), Accountants (not C.P.A.),
Nurses, Pharmacists, and Teachers (Elementary and High).

III. Administrative Personnel, Small Independent Businesses,

and Minor Professionals

Within this category one finds Sales Representatives,
Shop Managers, Bakeries, Clothing Stores, Dry Goods, Jewelry,
Shoe Shops,.Shoe Repairs (the latter six concerns each hav-
ing a vaiue between $6,000 and $35,000), Interior Decorators,
and Travel Agents.
IV. Clerical and Sales Workers, Technicians, and Owners

of Little Businesses (Value under $6,000)

Within this category are found Bookkeepers, Clerical

and Stenographic Workers, Sales Clerks, Timekeepers, and
Tailor Shops.
V. Skilled Manual Employees
Herein are found Bakers, Barbers, Butchers, Cabinet

Makers, Electricians, Painters, Plumbers, and Policemen.
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VI. Machine Operators and Semi-Skilled Employees

This category includes Bartenders, Hairdressers,
Houseckeepers, Meat Cutters and Packers, Wine Bottlers,

and Machine Wood Workers.

VII. Unskilled Employees

Farm Helpers, Garbage Collectors, Janitors, Peddlers,

Shoe Shiners, and Window Cleaners.



Appendix G

"Sample of Printout of Occupations
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Appendix H

Program to Derive Data on Number of Jews
on an Annual Basis
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Appendix J

Number of Jews on an Annual Basis



1- 5
6-10
11-15
16-20
21-25
26-30
31-35
36-40
41-45
46-50
51-55
56-60
61-65
66-70
71-75
76-80
81-85
86-90
91-95
96-100'
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Appendix K

Program to Derive Data on Number of People
on an Annual Basis
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Appendix L

Data on Number of People on an Annual Basis
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Appendix M

Program to Derive Percentage of Jews
on an Annual Basis
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Appendix N

Percentage of Jews on an Annual Basis
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Appendix O
Sample Marriage Certificate
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Appendix P

Coding of Marriage Certificates



APPENDIX P

'MARRTIAGE CERTIFICATES

Code

Column Number Identification
1, 2, 3 Page Number
4 Religion of Marriage: 1 = Jew, 2 = Non-Jew
S Title: 1 = Marriages
6, 7 Volume Number
8, 9, 10 Page Number
11-18 Date of Marriage
19 Religion of Groom: 1 = Jew, 2 = Non-Jew
20 Religion of Bride: 1 = Jew, 2 = Non-Jew
21, 22 - Birthplace of Groom:

1 = Middletown

2 = United States

3 = Germany, Austria, Bohemia

4 = England

5 = Russia, Poland, Roumania

6 = Ireland

7 = Italy

8 = Scotland

474
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9 = France
10 = anada
11 = Sweden
12 = Hungary

13 = Lithuania

14 = Bavaria

15 = Syria
16 = Holland
17 = Greece
23, 24 Birthplace of Bride—Same as above
25, 26 Age of Groom (years)
275 28 Age of Bride (years)
29 Occupation of Groom—Refer to the Hollingshead

Index of Social Position

30 Residence of Groom:
1 = Middletown
2 = Connecticut
3 = Other United States
31 Residence of Bride:
1 = Middletoﬁn
2 = Connecticut
3 = Other United States
32 Race of Groom: 1 - White, 2 - Black
33 Race of Bride: 1 = White, 2 = Black



34

35

476

Marital Status of Groom:

1 = Single
2 = Widowed
3 = Divorced

Marital Status of Bride:

1 = Single
2 = Widowed
3 = Divorced
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APPENDIX Q

MARRIAGES
Year Jews Total Per cent
1855 0. 104. 0.00000
1856 0. 83. 0.00000
1857 0. 101. 0.00000
1858 1. 85. 1.17647
1859 0. 97. 0.00000
1860 0. 124, 0.00000
1861 0. 97. 0.00000
1862 0. 93. 0.00000
1863 0. 7. 0.00000
1864 0. 89. 0.00000
1865 0. 121. 0.00000
1866 0. 115. 0.00000
1867 0. -112. 0.00000
1868 0. 126. 0.00000
1869 0. 102. 0.00000
1855-1869 1.00000 1528.00000 0.06545
1870 0. 105. 0.00000
1871 0. 138. 0.00000
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Year Jews Total Per cent

1872 0. 135. 0.00000
1873 1. 126. 0.79365
1874 0. 106. 0.00000
1875 0. 90. 0.00000
1876 : 0. 111. 0.00000
1877 0. 84. 0.00000
1878 2. 112, 1.78571
1879 1. 92. 1.08696
1870-1879 4.0000 1099.0000 0.36397
1880 0. 91. 0.00000
1881 0. 86. 0.00000
1882 1. 83. 1.20482
1883 1. 100. 1.00000
1884 1. 87. 1.14943
1885 1. 67. 1.49254
1886 0. 100. 0.00000
1887 0. 105. 0.00000
1888 0. 98. 0.00000
1889 0. 100. 0.00000
1880-1889 4.0000 917.0000 0.43621
1890 0. 100. 0.00000
1891 0. 100. 0.00000

1892 1. 118. 0.84746



Year Jews
1893 1.
1894 0.
1895 0.
1896 0.
1897 1.
1898 0.
1899 h B
1890-1899 4.0000
1900 2.
1901 0.
1902 0.
1903 1.
1904 0.
1905 2.
1906 3.
1907 1.
1908 0.
1909 2.
1900-1909 11.0000
1910 y %
1911 3.
1912 ) R
1913 1.

Total

130.
100.
125.
135.
106.
109.

92.

1115.0000

102.
110.
120.
147,
138.
162.
222.
246.
210.
231.

1688.0000

256.
242,
252.
187.

480

Per cent

0.76923
0.00000
0.00000
0.00000
0.94340
0.00000
1.08696
0.35874
1.96078
0.00000
0.00000
0.68027
0.00000
1.23457
1.35135
0.40650
0.00000
0.86580
0.65166
0.39063
1.23967
0.39683
0.53476
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Year Jews Total Per cent
1914 S. 218. 2.29358
1915 3. 242, 1.23967
1916 1. 233. 0.42918
1917 4. 253. 1.58103
1918 3. 160. 1.87500
1919 8. 218. 3.66972
1910-1919 30.0000 2261.0000 1.32685
1920 4. 226. 1.76991
1921 S. 210. 2.38095
1922 7. 232, 3.01724
1923 3. 134. 2.23881
1924 3. 218. 1.37615
1925 § 204. 0.49020
1926 2. 226. 0.88496
1927 4. 216. 1.85185
1928 S. 205. 2.43902
1929 2. 209. 0.95694
1920-1929 36.0000 2080.0000 1.73077
1930 6. 178. 3.37079
1931 S. 189. 2.64550
1932 3. 156. 1.92308
1933 0. 195. 0.00000
1934 2. 252. 0.79365
1930-1934 16.0000 970.0000 1.64948

All Years 106.0000 11658.0000 0.90925
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Appendix S

Coding of Death Certificates



Column Number

11
12

13

APPENDIX S

DEATH CERTIFICATES

Code

Page Number

Identification

Religion of Deceased: 1 = Jew, 2 = Non-Jew

Title: 3 = Deaths

Sex of Deceased:

Page No.
Place of Death:
Middletown

1 = Male, 2 = Female

1=
2 = Connecticut
3 = Other United States

Number of Families in Home

Residence of Deceased:

1 = Middletown
2 = Connecticut
3 = Other United States

Occupation of Deceased—Refer to the Hollings-

head Index of Social Position; 8 = None (in-

fant or child)

486



14

15-22
23-30
31-36
37

38-39

Condition:

A O e 4N~

Single
Widowed
Divorced
Married
Infant

Youngster

Date of Death

Date of Birth

Age in Years—Years, months, days

Race of Deceased: 1 - White, 2 = Black

Birthplace of Deceased:

© ® N A e N -

- b e e
Qa N = O

Middletown
United States

Germany, Austria, Bohemia

England

Russia, Poland, Roumania-
Ireland

Italy

Scotland

France

Lithuania

487



14 = Bavaria

15 = Syria
16 = Holland
17 = Greece
18 = Prussia
19 = Africa
20 = Cuba

21 = Australia

22 = Czechoslovakia

40, 41 Father's Birthplace—Same as above
42, 43 Mother's Birthplace—Same as above
44, 45 Place of Burial:

1 = Farm Hill

2 = St. John's

3 = Indian Hill

4 = Washington St.

5 = Pine Grove

6 = Mortimer

7 = Cypress Hills

8 = New Bedford

9 = Meriden

10 = Hartford

11 = Minor

12 = Moodus

13 = Middletown



46-50

51-55

56-61
62-64

489

14 = Brooklyn

15 = Cromwell

16 = Waterbury

17 = Haddam

18 = Portland

19 = Adath Israel

20 = Dénbury

21 = East Hampton

22 = Springfield

23 = East Haven

24 = Jewish Burial Association
25 = Montville, Massachusetts
26 = Pine St. Jew

27 = Wakefield, Rhode Island
28 = St. Joseph's, Willimantic
Primary Cause of Death—Refer to the Inter-

national Classification of Diseases

Secondary Cause of Death—Refer to the

International Classification of Diseascs
Duration (Years, months, days)

Name of Attending Physician:

1 = G. W. Burke

E. B. Nye
C. Woodward

2
3
4 Eliz. Balier



© ® N o o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

490

. E. Carey

. Burr

. ‘Andrews

. Balier

. C. Bell

. C. Hazen
Catherine Shea
M. D. Murphy
F. D. Edgerton

2 ¥ T O m =

Mary Farinir
C. C. Clark
L. Bailey

B. D. Maguire
A. P. Osborne
John Morgan

A. L. Osborn
D. R. Cleveland
F. L. Buarr

P. V. Burnett
F. H. Sage

J. E. Bailey

. J. Campbell
E. M. Farnham
J. Brownhill



65-66

30 = A. H. Denning

31 = C. Muller

32 = D, L. Maitland
33
34

D. A. Nolan

F. P. Griswald

Volume Number

491
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Number of Deaths on an Annual Basis



APPENDIX T

DEATHS
Year Jews Total Per cent
1855 0. 173. 0.00000
1856 0 179. 0.00000
1857 0. 192. 0.00000
1858 5 148. 0.67568
1859 0. 141. 0.00000
1860 0. - 174, 0.00000
1861 i o 183. 0.54645
1862 18 216. 1.38889
1863 2. 234. 0.85470
1864 5. 371, 2.92398
1865 4. 175. 2.28571
1866 Ls 160. 0.62500
1867 0. 176. 0.00000
1868 2. 184. 1.08696
1869 1. 186. 0.53763
1855-1869 20.0000 2692.0000 0.74294
1870 2. 236. 0.84746
1871 0. 203. 0.00000

493



Year Jews
1872 2.
1873 0.
1874 1.
1875 0.
1876 2.
1877 2.
1878 3.
1879 4,
1870-1879 16.0000
1880 2.
1881 2.
1882 3.
1883 § P8
1884 2.
1885 2.
1886 s
1887 2.
1888 2.
1889 2.
1880-1889 19.0000
1890 5.
1891 Lo
1892 2.

191.

2257 .0000

205.
263.
264.
329.
245.
292.
289.
293.
317.
319.

2816.0000

331.
361.
455.

494

Per cent

0.74074
0.00000
0.41152
0.00000
0.97087
0.92166
1.44231
2.09424
0.70891
0.97561
0.76046
1.13636
0.30395
0.81633
0.68493
0.34602
0.68259
0.63091
0.62696
0.67472
1.51057
0.27701
0.43956



Year

1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1890-1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1900-1909
1910
1911
1912
1913

Total

349.
364.
388.

301.

286.

1.
334.

3614.0000

674.
435.
447.
550.
486.
653.
548

582.
544.
585.

5504.0000

773.
588.
739.
621.

495

Per cent

0.00000
0.54945
0.51546
1.32890
0.34965
0.22472
0.00000
0.49806
0.00000
0.22989
0.22371
0.90909
1.23457
0.30628
0.36496
0.00000
0.00000
0.17094
0.32703
0.64683
0.68027
0.40595
0.64412
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Year Jews Total Per -cent
1914 2. 659. 0.30349
1915 6. 602. 0.99668
1916 S. 693. 0.72150
1917 10. 768. 1.30208
1918 8. 918. 0.87146
1919 4. 602. 0.66445
1910-1919 51.0000 6963.0000 0.73244
1920 Se 652. 0.76687
1921 10. 581. 1.72117
1922 2. 659. 0.43573
1923 6. 516. 1.16279
1924 S. 307. 0.98619
1925 4. 568. 0.70423
1926 0. 550. 0.00000
1927 S. 458. 1.03093
1928 6. 516. 1.16279
1929 10. 561. 1.78253
1920-1929 53.0000 5395.0000 0.98239
1930 S. 3570. 0.87719
1931 3. 532. 0.93985
1932 4. 629. 0.63593
1933 S. 633. 0.78989
1934 565. s 0.17699
1930-1934 20.0000 2929.0000 0.68283

All Years 215.0000 32170.0000 0.66832
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Names of People Who Participated in This Study



APPENDIX

The following consists of the names of Jews or

those married to Jews who participated in this study with

the exception of those borm in Middletown.

A

Abel, Frank
Abraham, Alex
Abraham, Hulda
Abromson, Anna
Ackermann, Minnie
Adelberg, Avida
Adler, Augusta
Adolswoofer, Caroline
Albert, Lilly
Alexander, Anne
Alexander, David C.
Altman, Shirle
Annenberg, Anna
Annenberg, Isaac E.
Annenberg, Kitty
Annenberg, Millie

Annenberg, Rebecca
Annenberg, Tobias
Aptel, Aaron
Aptel, Frances
Aptel, Harris
Aptel, Nathan
Aptel, Walter
Arnold, Aaron C.
Arnold, James H.
Aronowitz
Aronson, Rose
Arotsky, Jennie

Auerbach, Samuel

498



Bachman, Samuel
Backer, Fannie
Baco, Lillian J.
Bader, Jacob
Ballanstein, Sarah
Baltimore, Jacob
Baraban, Howard
Barton, Herbert R.
Batalin, Henry
Batalin, Louis
Batchur, Sophie
Battelin, Henry
Battalini, Maurice
Baum, Etta

Baum, Ida

Baum, Max
Beanstak, Harris
Berkowitz, Pauline
Beakcolf, Essie
Bernshop, Rebecca
Berstein, Celia
Becher, Fannie

Becker, Fannie R.

Beizer, Jacob
Belaustein, Sarah
Belhap, Elizabeth
Benowitz, Lena
Berger, Dora
Berkowitz, Pauline
Berman, Rose
Bernhard, Clarence
Bernhard, Henry
Bernowitz, Lena
Bernstein, Celia
Bernstein, Harry
Bernstein, Morris
Bertel, Dora
Bertelstein, Lesser

Bieber, Edward

Bickanstein, Maurice

Bienstien, Celia
Bienstock, Anra
Bienstock, Bessie
Bienstock, Rebecca
Bittman, Morris

Birnstein, Henry
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Block, Peter
Blogh, Barbara
Blumberg, Eva M.
Blumberg, Lew
Blumen, Maurice
Blumer, Ida
Blumer, Sarah
Blumir, Samuel
Blumstein, Joseph
Blums, Esthie
Bolina, Dora
Boofer, Freda R.
Botchier, Sophie
Boylin, M.
Brandt, Dora
Breadslovsky, Rose
Brayer, Anna
Brenner, Dora
Brink, Annie
Brody, Samuel
Bronowitz, Catherine
Brown, Annie
Brown, Joseph
Brown, Sarah
Buig, Willie

Burenstuim, Joseph
Burstein, Eliz.
Burstein, Matilda
Burstein, Morris
Burstein, Tillie
Butweing, Estella
Carcinorwike, Fannie
Cedek, Rose
Chatzionoff, Harry
Cherbsky, Rebecca
Chernak, Bela
Chernoff, Phillip
Chester, Ann
Citron, Benjamin
Citron, Jacob
Clemens, Lillie
Cohen, Bertha
Cohen, Dora

Cohen, Esther
Cohen, Fannie
Cohen, Helen
Cohen, Ida

Cohen, Joseph
Cohen, Philip
Cohen, Rachel



Cohen, Rubin

Cohen, Samuel

Cohen, Susie

Cohen, William

Cohn,
Cone,
Cone,
Cone,

Cone,

Hyman

Charles W.
Eliza

Noah

Thankful Bailey

Cooper, Arthur

Cooper, Charles

Coopewasser, Frieda

Cramer, Betsy

Cuzner, Henry

Curkin, Abraham

Curkin, David S.

Curkin, Eva

Curkin, Herman

Curkin, Pauline

Cutler, Sarah

[~

Dantiz, Bessie

Dantiz, Rebecca

Dantzig, Bessie
Dassin, Samuel
Davidson, Joseph
Davis, Samuel
Davis, Sarah R.
Deitch, Anna
Deitch, Sylvia
Deitch, William
Denert, Natalie
Dick, Harry
Dietch, Abraham
Donsick, Bessie

Dorkin, Joseph

Douvelstein, Pauline

Dreager, Bessie P.

Drotte, Anna
Dubinsky, Annie
Dubinsky, Wolf

Dvorkin, Aaron

[

Edelberg, Anna
Edelberg, Hessie
Edelberg, Simon



Eidenberg, Annie
Eidenberg, Henry
Eionowitch, Ben
Eionowitz, Julia
Eis, Ella
Eisenstein, Bessie
Eisenstein, Fannie
Eisenstein, Joseph
Eisenstein, Meyer
Eisenstein, Morris
Eisenstein, Sarah
Eisenstein, Sima
Eisner, Sarah
Ellis, Abraham
Ellis, Elizabeth
Ellis, Fannie
Ellis, Jennie
Ellis, Morris
Elson, Sam
Enowitch, Annie G.
Enowitch, Esther
Enowitch, Saul
Enowitch, Elliot
Epstein, David
Epstein, Ralph

Ewenowitch, Benjamin
Ewenowitch, Sophie

™=

Fabian, Bernard
Fabian, Bernard M.
Fabian, Ida
Fabian, Isaac
Fabian, Lillian
Farber, George
Feau, Sophia
Feingold, Annie
Feitel, Margaret M.
Feldérbaum, Louis
Fexlir, Helen
Field, Abraham
Field, Alice
Field, Frank
Field, Harry
Field, Jacob
Field, Louis
Field, Morris
Field, Rebeka
Field, Rose
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Field, Sarah
Field, Sylvia
Field, William
Filderbaum, Louis
Finkelbrand, Abraham
Finkelbrand, Jacob
Fisher, Jacob G.
Fisher, Marion E.
Fixler, Helen
Flashman, Irving
Foster, Ella
Foster, Johanna
Fox, Ruath

Frank, Julius M.
Frank, Max

Frank, Rosina
Frankhold, Annie
Friedman, Arthur
Friedman, Bella

Friedman, Jack

(=]

Gaffney, Leo
Gansberg, Samuel
Gatub, Elyenna H.
Gatzen, Abraham
Gatzen, Maurice
Gatzen, Morris
Geer, Fannie
Gerstein, Louis
Gersten, Rosie
Gettgen, Morris
Ginsler, Maurice
Glasschief, Regina
Glick, Wolf

Gold, Adolf
Goldberg, Adolf
Goldberg, Esther
Goldberg, Goldie
Goldenberg, Pauline
Goldfluss, Ruth
Goldhard, Annie
Goldsmith, Harriot
Goldstein, Abraham

Goldstein, Annie
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Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,
Goldstein,

Bernard
Edward
Hattie
Ida

Isaac
Jennie A,
Maurice
Meyer
Miriam
Moly
Morris
Morris P.
Pauline
Sally

Theresa

Golub, Elyenna H.

Gordon, Alexander

Gordon, Annie

Gordon, Bertha

Gordon, David

Gordon, David K.

Gordon, Ethel

Gordon, Grace G.

Gordon, Jenny

Gordon, Matilda

Gordon, Yale
Grant, Norma
Greenberg, Victor
Greenberg, Harry
Gresling, J.
Groser, Maria
Grossman, Harry
Grower, Benjamin
Grower, Berne
Grower, Julius
Grower, Louis
Grower, Mary
Grower, Max
Grower, Nathan
Gurewitz, Anna
Gurewitz, Celia
Gurland, Anna
Gurland, Edna
Gurland, Harold
Gurland, Irving
Gutside, Ida

Halpern, Albert



Halpern, Alfred
Halpern, Augusta
Halpern, Sadie
Harris, Jacob
Harris, Mary E.
Harris, Max
Harris, Samuel
Hendrel, Sadie
Herzberg, Edward
Hidea, Clara
Hedin, Clara E.
Hoberman, Harry
Hoberman, Ruth
Hohn, Benjamin
Holmes, Josephine
Holtzman, Rebecca
Honig, Joseph
Horenstein, Joseph
Horuvitz, Anna
Human, Samuel
Hurmann, Bessie
Hyman, Sophie
Hyms, Abraham

bt

Itkin, Joseph

- 4

Jackson, Tillie
Jacobs, Daniel
Jacobs, Joseph
Jacobson, Abraham
Jacobson, Tillie
Jaffe, Abraham S.
Jankelevege, Sarah
Javiatz, Samuel
Johanna, Eva D.
Josephson, Annie

Junowitch, Sophie

Kabatznick, Bertha
Kabatznick, Ida

Kabatznick, Jacob
Kabatznick, Lewis
Kabatznick, Marjie
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Kabatznick, Saul
Kaften, Sophia
Kamins, Lillian
Kaminsky, Annie
Kaplan, Abraham
Kaplan, Estelle E.
Kaplan, Michael
Kaplan, Sarah
Kaplan, Abraham
Karshew, Annie
Katusal, Lizzie
Katz, Laura

Katz, Max
Kaufman, Bernat
Kaufman, Louis
Kamins, Lillian
Kelter, Abraham
Keingsberg, Morris
King, Ethel
Kistner, Bertrand
Kistner, Emily J.
Kistner, Esther B.
Kitchner, Elizabeth
Klas, Marie
Klein, Albert H.

Klein, George H.
Kloppstein, William
Knopp, Marjorie
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