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A fascinating and remarkable
book that beautifully portrays
the rich traditions of an ancient
Jewish community. By recording
the history of the Mashadis
the authors have insured the
continuity of its traditions and
culture for generations to come.
Dr. William B. Helmreich
Professor & Chairman
Departments of Sociology
CUNY Graduate Center
& City College of New York

The Jews of Mashad, the last
Marrano community, have set the
standard for dedication, devotion
and loyalty to Judaism and the

Jewish people. This.unknown but

epic story can inspire the entire
Jewish world, and should be
taught in all Jewish schools.
Rabbi Marvin Tokayer
Rabbi of Cherry Lane Minyan
Great Neck, New York
Lifetine Rabbi, Jewish Community of Japan




™ CENTURIES F RESISTANCE
THE HISTORY OF MfISHFIDI JEWS

VOLUME |

THE STORY OF THE JEWS OF MASHAD
fR.M THE ESTfIBUSHMENT Of THE CQMMUNITV
[IHTII THE MIBBATIBN TB TEBRAN

1 : 1






Apt- —






CENTRAL BOARD
UNITED MASHADI JEWISH COMMUNITY OF AMERICA

JL



)l

/

1



>

((

)



« - ) (( )






»






(<

- (

((

( »

)
(( )

)






Di. Habib Levy, the author of
“the History of Iranian Jews”

(( )
)

(-

« )






Azaria Levy



((

»



Persia

&



* - 1
N
( - -
JL
Narrative of the 1
- 4 Persit Mission



(

Acht Jahre In Asien
( ) Afrika

(( )

(«



: (( »

Ifltfi )

Mr.ltzhak Ben Zvi, Israel's second president

« »

« »



«

)

(

<

Jj)



Faradjollah Nasrollahian Levy, (( ))

1873-1951
4
( <
/»
‘4
(( > (( )

)



¢ )

Mr. Soleiman (Shelemo) Kaboli Mr. Haroun Kohanim

Mr. Amir Kohan Mr. Behrouz Dilmanian



' I
Mr. Habibollah Dilnianian Mr. Sadegh Livi

|
Mr. Yaghoob Mardchai Mr. Bahman Kamali

Mr. Jamshid Zar Mr. Hooshang Namdar Mr. Josef Davoudzadeh
























»

«

J f

«

)






«

1JjiAj

»

)






%

(£ 1

»



)

«

)

«












yp



1T

)

((



«

. »



NY)



«

«

»



«



().

Sephawaim Cuthan
1



((

)

(€



((

)

((

)

((

)

((

(Sennachrib)

)

)



Ujri

(

«

»

(

((

)






((






)

IIYABII



»



(

»



)



Aramaic

)



N S S
3
A A A !
4
n 5 |11
1 11
X X 111
HfIfl
n MH HK fl
> % X1 ( )
3 1 / a
u 77
1
) 1 1)
Voo g9 b
7 7
!
n
p fi 9 "
M1
v
n hri t) ncfl

Alphabet letters in A ic, . .
phabet fetiers In Aramaic Sample of coins ftom Bar Kokhba period

Assyrian and Hebrew from . . -
y with ancient Hebrew writing

13th century until now






Antioch
Parthian
Phoenicia






|/

(Ptolemy 11
(Philatlelphus

1 (Menelaus)

( : ) (Joseph Ben Mattathias - Josephus - Flavius)



JJL






JL

is*}yn 4,

(Gezer)



(Hyrcanus)

((

»

»



» -

«

»



JL



((

)

«

»-

)

((



(Easter)

().

St. Paul

LU






LK

KL

R

«

»

»

»

« »



LK

»

«

D



((

)

)

(

)

((

)



Lf

((



I"; €. ck

)

«

J)



«

»









Is from the Holy Temple during Titus’s victory march

*\<r

b






((

) -

(

) -

(

)



( )

The remains of the ancient fortress of Matsada near the Dead Sea



fU Ljjl

)



-((

11






().



((

(« )
( )«

1 - “Captive Judah” coin by the Romans
2 - “Holy Jerusalem” and “Zion’s Freedom” by the revolting public

((
)

) -



)

) (

(
(

(«(

) ((

) (



()



)

((

((

)



(( ) ( )
Coins stamped by the order of Bar Kokhba to

commemorate Jerusalem’s freedom



) —((

) —((

((

)

)

)

K«



(

)









Battles Fought by Ju~ah Maccabee

Rtolomais.
(Acre) Karnairrt
Khasfln
~(Caspin)
Geba Datbema
' ' Scythgpolig
Straton's Tower (Bet¥1- )
Pella
Narbala
GAIAADITES
0
Samaria
Apollonia Shechem.
Akraba
Aldazer
Gezer
Arcitus
(Ashdod)
Zekha™a
Adulfam

Core of the revolt

i territory on
MareshafiA Judah's death (161 BC .« ,

T Jdea sy
Campaigns within
e 6 e

..... (Retreat (162 SC

Battles against:
local population

A SeleucldOrces



|

ooGill






. Herod's Vassal Kingdom,g?BCS A

(Herod (37 BC-4BC. —

Herod's successors ... SC 6.4
Roman capdat

Hsrodtan cap <€ a

a Greek own

Dora
Caesarea
Marttime
)
Apodonia,
/ Anlipa.ris  AtexandriJm (¢
; Moron  Aedelal p
.-
]
Herodiutw
Hebron
AdOaim
of Moab
Elusai

Zoar



dT40M NVINOY 3HL



Ifi

JL

«

)



/1



».:

(I

) -

) «

)

(

)

) <«

)

(

(<



«

>



)



«

. »

().






r (Jeisaun)

().



»

R(

»



((

)



((

is

)

((

)

D)) o-



((

)

((



((
) (

((

)

)



)

((

)



((

)



Saad Ibn Muaddah ((

)

)

((



«

K«

»



((

) o-

((



((

(@)

)

((

)



(

) :






»






((

)

(

)

((



(S

((

((

>)

»









((

((

) :

(

)



()

((



().

(



()



()


















((

)— -

((






((

) -

()



((



((

)

()



()e

Ju












(

)






» .

(

().



(1

[

(

)



«

((

((

. » < / »

>):

Persia



»

((

1ffd*

%






)

().

((



()

(

) -

((

) -

)

(






(

)

«

)






iSi



(!

)



N

*
L i 1s

.«






(€.

/
N /
m (
/ /
/ RS
/
1

)

)






dj 1

«

JL

JL

)



>L

pr,4



K

«

((

( )

Jojtijiij

)

)



(

)



((

) :



ciT Li>



(

)



«

»



« » (« ))

Karim Khan Zand Agha Mohammad Khan Ghajar

« ) ( )

Fathali Shah Ghajar Mohammad Shah Ghajar



( ) (( )

Mozafaroldin Shah Ghajar Nasseroldin Shah Ghajar

(( )

Mohammad Ali Shah Ghajar



Reza Shah & Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi

Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi



(

)



((






9
(« )
Shah Esmail |
« )
Shah Tahmasb |
1
« » (« )

Shah Abbas Il Shah Soltan Hossen



aajill

The tomb of Nader Shah



().

((

)

(

)



«

)






((



/1

(

()

Narrative

)



\?









)

((

(@)

((

)



'}(1



yp



»

«

»



cfr

JL



((

IXizy






/>



(






?1/









((

)



rJd



) -

»

-«



or

«






Reads: NowruzAli Kalati 1311(G\\) - 1893AD/5653Heb
)






-<









)

« )

((

)



((

)



((

) - -



» .






«

»



((

)

((

(

«



«

»



«

)

((



‘Shaahin Torah" - Torah text written in Farsi poetic style
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back cover of a prayer book
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A document confirming the detention of Mashadi Jews of Harat in
Baba Ghodrat detention camp in 1857
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The back cover of the book “Azharot” by Mollah Simantov Melamed
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Kaaba, the central shrine of Islam, in Mecca, Saudi Arabia
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Some members of the Mashadi Unity Club in Mashad. Standing left to right;
Aghajan Nassimi (Nasrollahzadeh), Dr. Fatollah Hakimian, Dr. Yousef Bassali,
Ghodrat Rahmanan. Seated left to right: Dr. Aghajan Radjabzadeh,
'Habibollah Dilmanian, Davoud Nematnejad

Mashadi officers with fiiends. From right to left: Nourollah Radjabzadeh Hakimi,
Lotfollah Dilmanian, Esmail Nematnejad, a friend,
Faradjollah Radjabzadeh Hakimi, Dr. Yousef Hakimian, 1939.
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MollahAbdoHahNassimi, 1883-1959 Mollah Khalil Saghav, 1896-1974



Hadji Mollah Amin Koidvani, 1847-1920 Hadji Ebrahim Kordvani, 1866-1940

Faradjollah Nasrollahian Levy, -
1873-1951 Dash Karim Eshaghoff, 1884-1957



Agha Elias Agha Rahman, 1864-1948 Mollah Davoud Karmely, 1860-1955

J——

Mollah Elias Kohan, founder of -
Kohan Synagogue, 1870-1950 Rahel Mashateh 11, 1877-1942



Mollah Shokrollah 1894-1958 Mollah Yaghoub Kashi, 1930

Agha Nasrollah Hezghia, 1881-1975 Agha Nourollah Zaboulani, 1892-1996



Mother of Mollah Yaghoub Aghlar, Mollah Mariam, the first woman director
1865-1940 of a school in Mashad, 1920

- I
Mrs. Esmail Radjabzadeh Hakimi, Mrs. Eshagh Gedalia, the director of an
1883-1967 old-age home in Israel, 1995



- - )

Had. Yehezghel (Esmail) Levy, the -
founder of two bath houses in Mashad Hadji Adonia (Morteza) Kohan, the
and Hadji Yehezghel Synagogue in founder of Hadji Adonia Synagogue in
Shechunat Bukharim in Jerusalem, 1903 Shechunat Bukharim in Jerusalem, 1903

Dada Mariam, the mother of Etessami -
brothers, 1900-1988 Agha Mohammad Taghi Livi, 1892-1989



Hadji Abdollah Hakim, founder of
the girl school “Arz Aghdas” Hadji Nabi Hakim, the grandfather
in Mashad, 1930 of Nabavian family, 1900

Agha Hadi Rafioff Namdar, author
Karbalai Norouz Kalati, 1905 and poet, 1879-1945



Mollah Rafi Aghlar, 1884-1950 Agha Abdolkarim San Levy, 1898-1980

Mollah Yousef Dilmani, 1901-1985 Mollah Yousef Zar, 1902-1978



¢ )

Agha Hadji Agha Nabavian, Agha Mousa Nasiollahian (Levian),
1891-1971 1897-1960

Agha Davoud Abdollahzadeh, 1904-1968 Agha Abdolsamad Yousefzadeh, 1940



Agha Abdolrahim Mortezaoff Agha Abdolrahman Rafinia
1897-1978 1*1)1)11)71

Agha Ebrahim Agha Hariri Tolou, ---
1901-1976 Agha Nourollah Zar, 1900-1966



*

Mollah Yaghoub Zar, community’s

mohel, 1870-1966 Mollah Elias Kashimallak, 1892-1966
* * _ ( )
Mollah Rahmat Hematian, Mollah Alinaghi Bassali (Rahimoff),

1904-1990 1911-1966



Mr. Haroun Kohanim. Talmud )
Torah director. 1926-2001 Mr. Yaghoub Dilmanian, 1906-1988

Mr. Habibollah Nabavian, 1923-1999 MI'. Isaac Dilamani, 1920-2002



Mr.RahmatollahArbabzadeh, 1950 Mr. Ebrahim Mallah, 1894-1987

Mr. Mousa Rahmani, 1906-1983 Mr. Faradjollah Livi, 1914



"Hedayat” school in Mashad 1932
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“Otser Hatorah” school, Mashad 1940
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Mrs. Khavar Ghafarian wilh her students in 1 classroom
"ArzAghdas” school, Mashad 1936

- ' *

Embroidery class in “Arz Aghdas” school. Mashad, 1936



Dance and exercise class in “Arz Aghdas” school, Mashad. 1936

The Mashadi youth soccer team, Mashad, 1935



A mixed Mashadi-Russian school in Russia, 1915

Midrash (Hebrew Class) ofMollah Mamon in Mashad, 1933



Midrash 1925

Mollah Yousef DilmaniS Midiash in Mashad, 1925



Mollah Yousef Dilmani's Midrash in Mashad, 1930

Mollah Yousef Dilmani’s Midrash in Mashad. 1933



Standing right to left: Yaghoub Zabih Avraham Kohanim Haroun Kohanim, a
friend, Yaghoutiel, Binyamin Zabihi, Babajan Khorsandi. Seated right to left:
Babajan Shaer, Hadji Jamshidi, an Israeli teacher, teacher Sholmo Moradi.

( )

Talmud Torah class in Mashad with Dash Karim and Shlomo Moradi
(son of Mollah Rafi Aghlar), 1945



‘Otser Hatorah” evening class in Mashad, 1944



( )

Presentation of Purim awards in Mollah Yousef’s Midrash class,
Levian Synagogue in Tehran, 1959

Mollah Yousef Dilmani with “Otser Hatorah” teachers in Tehran, 1958



Shechita class with Mollah Yousef Dilmani and Mollah Yousef Zar
in Levian Synagogue, Tehran, 1960. Standing right to left: Behrouz Ghafarian,
Parviz Tolou, Shamsian, Manoucher Edalati, Iraj Edalati, Firouz Kashanian, Firouz
Hakimian. Middle row: Mollah YousefDilmani, Mollah Yousef Zar. Seated right to
left: Khosrow Aziz, Bahrant Dilmanian, Shabbatian, Amir Kohan

( )
( )

Shechita class students in front of the Hechal at Shaare Shalom Synagogue, the
Mashadi Jewish Center in Great Neck, 2003
Standing right to left: Behrouz Ghafarian, Iraj Dilmani, Manoucher Edalati, Iraj
Edalati. Abdolrahim Zar, Nassim Bassalian, Firouz Kashanian, Firouz Hakimian
Seated Tight to left: Khosrow Aziz, Bahram Dilmanian, Amir Kohan



The Mardkhai family in Eshgh Abad, .Russia, 1900

The family of Ghasem Haghighat and Mashadi merchants, Russia, 1920



Agha Mousa Rahmani and Rahmani family, 1930

Mr. Hadji Rahimoff with Mashadi merchants in Russia. 1922



(G )
Mrs. Habibollah Kashi Nejad, who was kidnapped by gypsies,
with her parents in Russia, 1910

*

Mr. Ali Akbar Rahmanim delivering kosher food to Masliadi prisoners
in Tashkand, Russia, 1930



Mr. Ebrahim Dilmanian in local attire. Marve, Russia, 1881

Mollah Morad Aghlar in Bombay, India, 1940



Right to left: Ebiahim Rahmanim, Abdolrahim Iranian and
Yaghoub Dilmanian in Pishavar, India, 1930

Left to right: Rahmatollah Mortezaoff, Abdolhamid Nabavian and
friends in Ghashghai tribe’s attire, Shiraz 1930



Standing light to left: Morad Nissim, Abdolhamid YousefZadeh, Yaghoub
Dilmanian, Abdolkarim Yousefzadeh. Seated: Yousef Yousefzadeh and
Abdolvahab Dilmanian in Balouchi tribe attire, India, 1938

- - 4 :
ight to left: Agha Elias Livian, Agha Fatollah Livian and Agha Davoud
Abdollahzadeh in local attire, Pishavat, India, 1930



Mashadi businessmen in Bombay, India, 1938



N N

Mollah Morad AghJar with Mashadis in a synagogue in Bombay, India 1933



Hadji Yehezghel Synagogue in Jerusalem, 1930
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The Levian family in Jerusalem, 1915

Agha Mousa Levian with family in Turkey, 1910



left to right: Agha Nemat, Agha Faradjollah, Agha Ghodrat and
Agha Ezzat Levy (NasrolJahian) in Jerusalem, 1925

Agha Khodabakhsh Levy in Islamic garb with his son in European attire -Mashad, 1925



- ( )
Agha Mohammad Taghi Livi with his daughter Mrs. Elias Livian, Mashad, 1915

Mousa, Ebrahim, Abdolrahim and Marsadeh Levian in Mashad, 1930



Mr. Fatollah Levian and fiance, 1925

- |
Agha Ghodratollah Levy with his wife on their wedding night, 1926



The Hakimi family in the garb of the Ghajar period, 1890

The Kalati family in Ghajar period attire, 1915



Karbalai Davoud Zar with family, 1915

Dilmanian family in early Pahlavi period, Mashad, 1930



( )

Mohammad Ebrahim Makhmalbaf (famous carpet weaver) with
Karbalai Aghajan Rahmani, Mashad, 1913

- |
Hadji Ebrahim Aminoff and family, Mashad 1935



Yaghoub Khan Rahmanan and family, Mashad, 1930
Standing right to left: Hadi Rahmanan, Ebrahim Rahmanan, Mollah Bozorg
Rahmanan. Yaghoub Kh n Rahmanan, Rahmatollah Rahmanan, Mehdi Rahmani

- ( )
Mother of Mollah Yaghoub Aghalar and her 'I'amily, Mashad, 1940
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The wedding of Mollah Ebrahim Ghassab, Mashad 1930



Mr. Esmail Khan Nematnejad (second row, first person on right) at the dinner party of the
Iranian Jewish Community in Tehran, 1955
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MI. Morad Aminoff with Mashadi businessmen in New York. 1947

|
Mr. Morad Aminoff with Mashadi businessmen in London. 1940



Mashadi families in London, 1930



The Ebrahimoff family with Mashadis of London and New York, 1930

-Sjyyi
The Ebrahimoff family with Mashadis of London and New York, 1930



Aminoff brothers in London, 1940

The Ebrahimoff family in London, 1930



/ |
Mr. Abdolkarim Hakimian . seated third from left, with
his Shabbat guests in Karachi, 1934

Azizzolahoff bothers in Ghajar period attire, Mashad 1930



N

Karbalai Nowrouz Kalati and family on Rosh HaShana in Mashad, 1905

( )
Mollah Aghajan Kohan (Malbousi) in Turkey, 1925



Mr. Soleiman Hakim and friends on Purim in Mashad, 1930
Left to right: Soleiman Hakim, Mehdi Azimzadeh, Fatollah Radjabzadeh,
Rahniatollah Radjabzadeh, Davoud Radjabzadeh, Ebrahim Rahmanim,
Amin Hakim, unknown, Mousa Nassim

The Radjabzadeh family in Bokhara, 1930



- ( )

Agha Mohammad Ebrahlm Rahmani (Ebrahimoff) and family, Mashad, 1930

The family of Hadji Jamshid Levy, Mashad 1925



Mashadi women in Mashad, 1945

Agha Ramazan and Agha Vali Levy with Mashadi businessmen in Bombay.1930



Mashadi women in a traditional pre-wedding ceremony at the house of the Aminoff family Mashad, 1945
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Agha Faradjollah Levy with Agha Nematollah, Agha Ghodratollah

Agha Ezatollah in Jerusalem, 1950

Agha Elias Livian and his young fiance at theit engagement ceremony

in Mashad, 1920



Mr.Fatollah Radjabzadeh Hakimi and friends in Moscow, 1.915

The Identity Card (Shenasnamee) ofMr. Yaghoub Zar (1870-1966)



Nazar Rahmin, Elias Kashi and Moosa Kashi (Elias’s father) in Dargaz, 1930

( )

Mr. and Mrs. Soleiman Kolian with his sister Tuti (Siman Tov) and
thier mother Shohana, Dargaz, 1920



Messrs Hadjiagha (Jalil) Omrami and Aghnemat Nematzadeh, reputable
Mashadi merchants with Mr. Pollack (a British importer) Buyers of wool
for the British Empire during the height of World War I1, 1942

Fur and skin merchants in Mashad (1940).
Messrs “Abdolkarim Ghassemoff Haghighat.Khodabakhsh Mortezaoff,
Rahmatollah Rajaabzadeh, Esmail Rajabzadeh, Abdol Rahman Rajabzadeh,
Esliagh Namdar, and the Behnam Brothers.



A mashadi family during Passover holiday (Mouid Bini) in Mashad, 1935

Passover at the house of Aghajan Mashate in Mashad, 1927



- ( )
Right to left: Ebrahim Hakimi, Ali Mohammad Hakimi, Mrs. Habibollah Dilmanian,
Fatollah Hakimi, Hadji Gholam Hossein Hakimi, Yaghoub Hakimi, Mashad, 1927

Right to left: Hadji Khan Hariri, Abdolsamad Yousefzadeh, Dash Karim
Yousefzadeh in Tehran, 1935



Hadji Khan and Ebrahim Hariri with family and Mashadi merchants, 1940

( )

Hadji Khan Hai'iri on his way from Mashad to Tehran, 1942



Mrs. Hadji Mehdi Livi and Mrs. Soleiman Livi in special attire, 1955

Mrs. Elias Livian at her engagement, 1920



The play "Esther and Mordechai" performed by the
Mashadi Youth Club of Mashad, 1944

The play “Yousef and Zoleicha™" by the Mashadi Youth Club of Mashad, 1944



Passover at the house of Mollah Faradj Elishahoff, 1940
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The Levian family in Mashad, 1950
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The Chuppah ceremony at the wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Khalil Nabavian
with Mollah Abdollah Nassimi in Mashad, 1950
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Rav Levy with Rabbi Yedidia Shofet with members of the
Mashadi Community in Tehran, 1958

- 1
Thr ceremony celebrating the 18th year of Israel’s independence in Levian

Synagogue, Tehran 1965



General Moshe Dayan visits the Jewish community in Tehran, 1969

u

The Shah of Iran among the Mashadis in Milan, 1949



*

The Shah of Iran visiting an exhibition in Mashad, 1960

The Shah of Iran with Mr. Feizollah Yaghonliel in a Mashad exhibition, 1960



The newly renovated Nader Shah tomb in Mashad, 1960

The old Nader Shah tomb in Mashad, 1940



A famous four-story building in Mashad, 1960

Public clinic in “Sar Heiteh”, Mashad, 1940



Views of “Eidgah” neighborhood in Mashad, 1975

Views of “Eidgah” neighborhood in Mashad, 1975



- 1
Mr. Mousa Aziz, the last Mashadi .lew to leave Mashad. in Eidgah Lane, 1989

view of “Eidgah” neighborhood in Mashad, 1989



'Eidgah” neighborhood, 1989

Imam Reza Mosque in Mashad, 1989



Avrtist weaving a Persian ctirpet in Mashad, 1989

A tombstone in tlte Jewish cemetery in Mashad, 1989



The Jewish cemetery ofMashad, 1989

The Jewish cemetery ofMashad, 1989



( )

The necklace presented to Hana (Khorshid) during the Allah-Dadi event
in 1839. The necklace is cunently at the possession of one of
her great grandchildren in New York



A ketubah from a member of the Mashadi community written in Hebrew in 853



|
A ketubah from M ashad written in Farsi and Arabic in 1%
Presented by Mr.Yaghoub Mardkhai
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with the Encouragementof Cyrus-The Leadership of Zeruvabel,
Ezra and Nechemiah-Transformation of the Assyrian Hebrew
to Aramaic-Lntroduction of Synagogue W orship by Ezra-Return

to Jerusalem-Yemen Immigrants



Some of these needs include:
1. Translating this book into English.
2. Organizing seminars to review this book with interested groups.

3. Encouraging our youth to prepare a short documentary about the history of our

people and to share it with future generations.

4. Finding an individual to follow up on this book with their PhD thesis on the

M ashadi community's history.

5. Creating a Mashadi Community website to focus on our heritage, with links on

families and family trees.

Through the preservation of our strong past values, all the members of the Mashadi

Heritage Committee hope thatour wondrous Journey will continue,and thatour young
people will take the responsibility of passing on our history to their and future genera-

tions of the Mashadi community.

Bahman Kamali

New York - July 2004
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OURWONDROUS JOURNEY

W hat does the Mashadi community have to do to ensure its survival?W hat are the
goals,the hopes and the aspirations of the young people in our community?W hat are
the cultural values that young M ashadis want to retain?ls a book detailing the history

and traditions of the community useful or needed?

In 1994, these questions were among many raised by Dr.W illiam Helmreich when
asked for his opinion regarding the Mashadi future. Now after 10 years of hard work
and research, the author of this book, Mr.Shlomo Kaboli, has provided WBwith the
first volume of the history of the Mashadi community.In addition,without the exten-
sive efforts and contribution of managing editor Mr. Amir Kohan and his years of
work, this written history would not have been here today.M r.Behrooz Dilmanian,the
contributing editor, has also played a crucial role in organizing this book.Clearly,all of
these men have put in many hours writing,organizing,and revising the contents of this
volume.Their efforts are greatly appreciated. Much credit also goes to Mr. Bernard
Livi who was the final proofreader and added the English pages.

For many of UG the survival and evolution of the Mashadi community has been a
great inspiration. Our culture has remained intact through many decades of hardship
and struggles.We are now enjoying the prosperous aftermath of those struggles.We
not only take pride in the timeline of our community's history, but also believe it is
worth sharing.

Some studies trace our ancestry as far back as more than two thousand years.The 25
years in New York and the preceding 33 years in Tehran are only a small section on the
M ashadi community's timeline. Mashadi history is much longer. Before these recent
years, we know that we spent 210 years in Mashad, and before that, 100 years in
Kasvin.Prior to that,our ancestors were known to have resided in the cities of Daylaman
(Salmas), Kaybar,Yemen, and, of course, long before that, Israel.

It isnow our duty to study and become more familiar with our past.We also wonder
where the Mashadi community will be in the future. For these reasons, we need the
younger generations help with many of the tasks that will be beneficial to the Mashadi

community and future generation.



AWORD FROM
MR.NASSIM BASSALIAN

The history of every nation is adocument proving its existence and testimony to its
survival.The history of a community identifies its solid roots and is a witness to its
continuity and its unique characters. History, while it reveals the past, may be a book

of experience for future generations.

The history of our community is the amazing story of aremarkable period, which,
at times will sadden, and at times will astonish the reader.This is the story of a small
community with agrand purpose in life and with a clear conscience.The story of men
and women who refused to abandon their faith and their sacred heritage.The story of
acommunity of Jews who knew too well that, like a fish that is dependent on water,
their survival and continuity depended on following the path ofTorah and preserving
their traditions.They were determined to remain Jews at any cost and under any cir-
cumstances. They withstood the hardships and persecutions, and proudly passed a

fateful test with flying marks.

Today, children of those heroes have compiled some of the challenges and sacrifices
of their ancestors,and have put into words their faithfulness to their religion and their

heritage.This book is the result of their efforts.

M ay this book be ahelpful guide forour men,women, and especially otir youth who
will build the future of this community.And may it benefit all those who strive to serve
ourcommunity.We wish that G-d Almighty protect every member of this community,
and help USsafeguard the heritage that was passed down to USfrom our forefathers so

that we can transfer it safely to our future generations.

N assim Bassalian
New York, 2003



CENTRAL BOARD
UNfTED MASHADIJEWISH COMMUNITY OF AMERICA

This fascinating account of the history of the Mashadi Jewish Community is die
outcome of years of tireless effort and painstaking dedication of members of the
Mashadi Histoty and Heritage Committee,

Authentic and definitive records of the events that have shaped the rich histoty of
Mashadi Jews are very scarce. The perspective provided in this book is an
important addition to the collection of publications and articles currently available
on the subject.

The sequence of historical evente compiled for this publication is the result of
several years of research and analysis by the authors. The Centtal Board applauds
the resolve and dedication of foe authors and all those who have conttibuted to this
effort.

The Centtal Board
United Mashadi Jewish Community of America

March, 2004, Adar 5764

MASHADI JEWISH CENTER OF GREAT NEC%E%¥ AN
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Rabbi Eliyahu Ben-Haim

Chairman

A Message From Rbbi Eliyahu Ben Haim

The history ofthe Jews ofMashad is the stoty of a unique community that, under the
most difficult conditions, was able to keep its faith and transfer its traditions to later
generations.

It is the duty of every member of this community to leam its history and teach it to the
younger generation. This book is the best tool to achieve this goal. By learning their
history, the youth will be able to follow the path oftheir forefathers and strive to keep the
Jewish tradition alive. This history will also teach the youth the importance of unity
among the community members.

I congratulate the writers ofthis book and the members of the Book Committee on the r
achievement and wish them success in all their fitture endeavors. May HaShem bless this
community and bring peace to all the children oflsrael.

Rabbi Eliyahu Ben Haim
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The publication of “The History of Mashadi Jews"
was made possible by generous contributions

from the following families (in alphabetical order)

and a special contribution from the Mashadi Central Board.
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