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Preface 

When our museum was opened in December 
2000 the history ofthe Mainz]ews was one ofthe 
two topics displayed. We endeavoured to present 
those subjects of Mainz histOlY that were nearly 
forgotten. 

This permanent exhibition continues to be a 
main theme in our museum. It gives a survey of 
one thousand years of the history of the ]ewish 
population of Mainz, the famous "Magenza". Pe­
riods of great culture and good neighbourhood 
with Christians were foIlowed, again and again, 
by periods of hate, destruction and persecution, 
finally leading to the Holocaust in the 20th cen­
tury. It is the aim of the exhibition to show the 
everyday life and culture of the Mainz Jews of 
which there were hardly any traces to be found 
in the city until, in 2010, the beautiful New Syn­
agogue was erected on the original site of the 
former Main Synagogue that had been destroyed 
in 1938. 

During the past years, many visitors from 
Germany and from abroad came to see the Ma­
genza exhibition. Many of them asked whether 
there was a catalogue to go with it. That is why 
we are now publishing a printed edition contai­
ning the camplete texts as weIl as most of the 
pictures shown in the exhibition. As many of 
the foreign visitors - several of them having a 
family background connected with Mainz - do 
not speak German the catalogue is also issued 
in English. 

In the catalogue the structure of the exhiti­
on has been adopted, i.e. there are five sections 
(every section comprising several tablets), each 
of the sections starting with a general introduc­
tion, followed by more detailed texts treating 
specific subjects of the era in question. The texts 
for the exhibition were written by a team of hi­
storians: Werner Marzi, Tatjana Tiede-Fansel, 
Matthias Rohde, Sabine Klapp, Thomas Wolf and 
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Hedwig Bruechert 15 years aga and were now re­
vised for the printed version. 

We are most grateful to Yvonne Bernstein and 
the other members of Martin Mayer's family in 
England who made a generous donation towards 
the printing costs of this catalogue, in memory 
oftheir grandfather and great-grandfather, Bern­
hard Albert Mayer. He was a most respected citi­
zen of Mainz, always committed to the common 
good, being a city councilor and the chairman 
of the Mainz jewish Community from 1908 until 
1941 when he had to leave his hometown and 
flee from the Nazi persecution. He died in 1947 
in Buenos Aires in Argentina. 

We would be happy if many visitors came to 
see the exhibition also in the future, especially 
many young people, to learn ab out Mainz jewish 
his tory. This catalogue is meant to be a comple­
mentary means of keeping the memory of "Ma­
genza" alive. 

Mainz, im juni 2015 

Dr. Klaus-Peter Sitte, Dr. Hedwig Briichert, 
Vorsitzender des Fördervereins Herausgeberin und 
Stadthistorisches Museum Mainz Museumsleiterin 



I/lablet 1 

The Beginnings and the Time of 
Prosperity of the Community 

Introduction 
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Since approximately 950, more and more ac­
counts on a ]ewish community in Mainz or 
Magenza can be found. This Hebrew name was 
interpreted as "shield and armor" (MAGEN WE­
ZINA) of all communities. When Otto the Great 
had defeated the Hungarians in 955, Mainz be­
came one of the leading trading posts connec­
ting eastern and western European trade routes. 
The interest of ]ewish merchants in Mainz also 
derived from the city's dose connection to the 
king and its need for luxury goods. Besides their 
religion, their customs and their language, the 
]ewish merchants did neither differ in their 
legal status nor in their way of life from their 
Christian counterparts. Since the second part 
of the 11th century Magenza developed into the 
leading intellectual center of Ashkenazic ]ewry. 
Long be fore there were Christian universities, 
Mainz had its own ]eschiwa, which was an acad­
emy frequented by many lews from all over 
Europe in order to study the Bible and the Tal­
mud more intensively than anywhere else in 
Europe at that time. In 1096 this prosperous 
community came to a temporary end due to the 
pogroms of the crusaders. 

However, already in 1097, some lews settled 
again in Mainz and the community experienced 
a new increase in prosperity, again enhancing its 
prestige among European]ews. In 1220 an impor­
tant congregation of rabbis was held in Mainz 
during which the Takkanot SCHUM was decided. 
It comprised regulations for the major communi­
ties Speyer (SCH), Worms (U) and Mainz (M). Du­
ring the time of increasing persecutions (ritual 
murder accusations) from 1281 on, the arch-



bis hops tried in vain to proteet the Jews from 
the fanatic masses. In the plague year of 1349, 
there was a murderous pogrom in Mainz, too. 
However, the Jews returned to Mainz again. 

In general, the legal, social and economic si­
tuation of the Jews eonstantly worsened as they 
were repeatedly expropriated by debt-morato­
ria, enaeted by the king and the princes. In 1438, 
the Jews were expelled from Mainz onee again. 
Espeeially the guilds regarded the Jews as unwel­
come competitors. After the Jewish eommunity 
had been reestablished in 1445 it only lasted un­
til1470. In that year, Arehbishop AdolfIL ofNas­
sau expelled the Jews from Mainz and the areh­
dioeese for good and the Jewish synagogue was 
turned into an All Hallows ehapel. These aetions 
put a definite end to the last medieval Jewish 
eommunity in Mainz. Just like Jews from other 
German regions, many Jewish inhabitants ofthe 
onee prosperous and well-known Magenza emi­
grated to Po land and Lithuania. They brought 
with them their songs, myths and legends and 
above all their Middle High German language, 
which was to develop into a language of its own 
in Eastern Europe: Yiddish. 

First Evidence 

Probably a few Jewish merchants had already 
come to Mainz as early as in Roman times. The 
first reliable evidence of Jews living in Mainz, 
however, is to be found in rabbinic legal opini­
ons from the second half of the 10th century. In 
the late 10th eentury, Jewish matters were al­
ready dealt with on a council which was held in 
Mainz. The council decided that the one "who 
kills a Jew or a he athen out of hatred or desire, 
is to be punished like a murderer (i.e. the mur­
derer of a Christian)". This prineiple beeame part 
of the German law. 

As people still remembered the persecution 
ofthe Jews during the First Crusade in 1096, Jews 
were granted particular protection in the "Main-
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zer Reichslandfrieden" of 1103 (Imperial Law 
to ban feuds enacted by Henry IV). 

Intellectual and Economic Prosperity 

In the second half of the 10th 
century, the ]ewish community 
of Mainz florished considerab­
ly under the rule of reasonable 
archbishops. In later times, 
this level of cultural and sodal 
significance was never reached 
again. Actually, the name Ma­
genza even became part of the 
liturgy. Many famous scholars 
were teaching at the local ]e­
shiwa (college) which was well 
known far beyond Ashkenazic 
regions. One of the most re­
nowned teachers was Rabbenu 
Gershom bar ]ehuda Meor ha 
gola (= our teacher Gershom, 
son of]ehuda, light ofthe exile) 
who lived from about 960 to 
about 1028. He wrote synago­
gal poetry (pijutim) and drew 
up new and binding rules for 
]ewish life (takkanot). Among 
other things, they also com­
prised the ban on polygamous 
marriage, the wife's consent 
to dissolution of a marriage 
and the ban on reading other 
people's letters. Since the 
mid-11th century, some of his 
students contributed to ma­
king Worms another center of 
]ewish intellectuallife besides Mainz and Co­
logne. Elieser ben Nathan (1090-1170), called 
Raban, was a poet, chronic1er and popular 
legal scholar. Around 1195, rabbi Elisier ben 
Samuel wrote the Hasidic "Book ofthe Pious." 

Center stone pillar of the 
window construction of 
the alleged "House of 
Kalonymos" in Mainz. 
Found in 1904. 
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Fragment of a buil­
ding inscription on 
the keystone of the 

medieval synagogue 
at Schusterstrasse. 
Mentioned are the 

donators who made 
possible the installa­
tion of a stone floor 

in the synagogue. 

I/Tablet 2 

Extermination and a New Beginning 

The Extermination of 1096 

In 1095, Pope Urban 11. (1088-1099) preached the 
crusade and in the spring of 1096, a crusader 
army gathered in the Rhine region in order to set 
off for Jerusalem. Incited by some fanatics who 
regarded the Jews as Christ's enemies in their 
own country, the masses rioted, murdered and 
beat to death the Jews. The Jewish community 
in Mainz was not spared this rioting neither. On 
27th May 1096, the crusaders entered the city. A 
large number of the local Jews had appealed to 
the archbishop and to the burgrave of Mainz to 
protect them. But the Christian protectors were 
no match for the incited masses and abandoned 
the Jews to their fate . Although the Jewish com­
munity offered considerable resistance the ma­
jority of the Jews were either killed by the riot­
ers or committed suicide instead of consenting 
to being baptized. Only very few Jews got bap­
tized and survived the massacre. Historical sour­
ces vary between 700 and 1200 as to the number 
of dead Jews. 



The New Beginning -
"Mainz must stay Mainz forever." 

In spite of the catastrophe of 1096, Mainz was 
soon to have a Jewish community of consid­
erable size again. It did not take long until 
this community was able to playa major role 
among the Central European ]ewry again. As 
la te as in the 15th century, there were still 
famous scholars teaching in Magenza. At the 
turn of the 15th century, Moren Ha Ra Ja'aqov, 
called Maharil, was a person of exceptional 
authority in Ashkenas. He encouraged studies 
ofthe Tora, set the rules ofworship for the ]ew­
ish communities in Germany and laid down, 
"Mainz must stay Mainz forever. The liturgical 
chants of the Holy Community of Magenza 
must never be altered." 

Fragment of a Jewish 
building inscription 

MAHARILS tombstone 
in the "Rabbinental" 
(rabbi valley) of the 
Old Jewish Cemetery 
in Worms. Today, the 
tombstone still is 
particularly valued by 
Jewish pilgrims. 
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Tombstone for 
Hanna, daughter of 

Jehuda Ari (Loeb), 
who died on 9th Av 
52, whieh is the day 

of the destruetion 
of the temple (7th 

July 1120 or 24th July 
1292 aecording to 

different readings). 
Second inscription 

on a previously 
Roman tombstone 

(Landesmuseum 
Mainz). 

Inscription on a Medieval Tombstone 

The English translation ofthe inscription on this 
tombstone for Hanna who died on the 9th Av 52 
says: 

"This is (. .. ) at the head of]ewess Hanna who parted 
at the age of 19. And she was crowned with the wis­
dom of oId age, the daughter of our master, ]ehudas, 
who is the Hon in the society (of scholars). Despite her 
young age she was held in high regard for almost all 
reasons. She laid down her life (soul) for her neigh­
bour; and she freely gave away her bread; and she 
prepared food for the long joumey to hope." 
On the day of the destruction of the Holy of HoHes 
in (the year of) 52 of the calendar, she passed away; 
and for atonement she watches from above in her 
peaceful demise. 
Her home be the (Arch Mother's) tent together with 
other women." 
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I /Tablet 3 

The Protectors of the Jews: 
Archbishop and City 

Archbishop Siegfried III. sided with the Pope to 
support his fight against Emperor Frederick II. 
In order to make allies with the City of Mainz 
in this bloody war, the archbishop granted 
sweeping freedom rights to the city's residents 
(13th November 1244). 

The right to protect the Jews, however, was 
explicitly reserved to the archbishop himself. In 
the course of time, there were a lot of conflicts 
on this issue between the city community and 
the archbishop. On 18th June 1295, these dif­
ferences were settled by Archbishop Gerhard of 
Eppstein. From then on, the protection of the 
Jews was shared between the city council and 
the archbishop. Now, on each St. Martin's Day, 
the archbishop annually received 112 Marks paid 
in Aachen Pennies instead of the previous pay­
ments of 200 Marks paid in Cologne Pennies. In 
a charter which was issued at the same time he 
granted the city to tax the Jews at will. The patri­
cian city council made only moderate use of this 
privilege so that the Jews were, in a fiscal sense, 
were treated better under the rule of the city 
council than under the rule of the archbishop 
who was often far-off. Furthermore, the council 
was able to spare the urban Jews the pogroms 
which their fellows had to suffer throughout the 
whole diocese at that time. 

Jews and the Black Death - the Catastrophe of 1349 

In the mid-14th century, the plague was spread­
ing throughout Central Europe. In its wake there 
were new accusations against Jews. They were 
accused of poisoning wells and held responsible 
for the outbreak of the plague. The Jews were 
expelled from towns throughout the Empire 
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The Privilege for the 
Jews by Gerhard 11 of 

Eppstein (1289-1305) 
of 18th June 1295 

and in the Mid-Rhine region there were bloody 
pogroms, especially in Worms, Speyer and 
Frankfurt. The umest also spilled over into the 
archdiocese of Mainz where, at the same time, 
two rivalling candidates had an armed conflict 
for the archbishop's see. The Mainz city council 
tried to protect its lews, but on 23rd August 1349, 
the havoc, looting and murdering by the fanatic 
"ludenschlaeger" (killers of lews) could no lon­
ger be prevented. 
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Siddur (regulations) with Kinot (laments) and Minhagim (customs). Germany, Mainz? 
1427/28. Expulsion of the Jews from a German town. 
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I/Tablet 4 

A Tolerated Minority - Religion, Law 
and Trade 

The Connection Between Religion and Law 

The theological doctrine saying that all Jews 
were condemned by God to eternal servitude 
due to their crucifYing of Jesus and their stub­
born clinging to their faith was materialized in 
the 13th century and translated into a political 
and legal bondage. In 1236, in a charter issued 
by Emperor Friedrich (Frederick) 11., the Jews 
were for the first time labeled "serfs ofthe royal 
chamber". The Jews hadn't been included into 
the Emperor's peace proclaimed one year earlier 
on a court day in Mainz. Emperor Frederick stat­
ed in the charter of 1236 instead that all Jews 
in the Empire are under his direct rule as "serfs 
of the royal chamber". Frederick's successors 
even extended this "Jew prerogative". In 1424, 
Emperor Ludwig (Louis) the Bavarian used the 
imperial supremacy over the Jews as an oppor­
tunity to decree an annual poIl tax. The tax had 
to be paid by all Jewish males of 12 years and 
older as weIl as by independent Jewish widows. 
However, for the Jews, this impost called "Golde­
ner Opferpfennig"(golden sacrifice penny) was 
no guarantee for additional protection as can be 
seen by the bloody persecutions during the time 
of the plague only six years later. Only when the 
territorial rulers of the Early Modern Age conse­
quently enforced the protection of the Jews, the 
latte l' could feel safer about their body, life and 
property. 
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Christian Ideas about Jewish Religion 

The ecclesiastical doctrine of the damnation of 
all lews not willing to become baptized is im­
pressively shown by the Last ]udgment scene 
on the former western rood screen of Mainz Ca­
thedral. Among the damned people on the left 
side of the Judge of the Worlds, there is also the 
Jew who is recognizable by his beard and the 
pointed ]ewish hat. 

Last Judgment on 
the Blessed and the 
Damned. A work of 
the master of Naum­
burg around 1240. 
Relief on the former 
western rood screen 
of Mainz Cathedral. 
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1)on bell Juben, befen <\ud) ein gilt ~eil ;u biefet 3eit 

in :Jcruf<\lem mobnen 

i5u lliefcr i5cit rooL)tlcn an vierL)unllert Jullcll in Jerufalcm, llie in 
il)rem Unglauben lebcn unll in einem grot}cn Jrrtum bel)arrcn. ~a 
fie 3um erflen glauben, bajj C50tt lcibl)aftig fci unb leugncn bic ~rei, 
faltigfcit ber pcrfonC1l in ber C5ottL)cit. Sie glauben, bat} <ll)rifluß 
ober tneffiaß nid)t gcfommen fci. ~od) glauben fie, baO \(l)rifluß von 
ller Jungfrau tnaria gcborcn fei, aber von JofcpL)6 Samen. Uud) 
leugnen flc llae Scgfeuer unb bie terbfünlle bcr tncnfd)cn. So glauben 
fie, baO il)r tncfflae il)nen llaß gelobte Q.anb \.vicllergeben ivirb. Sie 
verfleL, en il)r C5cfel3 aUcin nad) bem .Bud)flaben, bcr tötet unb nid)t 
nad) bem C5eifl, bcr bae Q.eben auomad)t. 80 finll fie mit viel anbercn 
Jrrtümern vcrflrid't unb vcrfnüpft, wao ein jeller wol)1 merft, bcr 
il)ren a::almub llurd)liej1, llarinllCn viel törid)t Sabeln gefd)ricben 
j1el)en, bie fie aUc fej1 glaubcn. ~ic Jullcn braud)C1l in biefen Q.anllcn 
mcl)r Nc arabifd)e Sprad)e 3U anbcrcn tncnfd)cn, aber unter fid) bie 
I)cbräifd,e. 3u witrcn ij1, baO mancl)erlei Scften unter ben Juben 
waren unb jebc l)attc il)ren eigenen namcn, wie aue ben propl)ctcn 
funb ij1. 

The Christians' perceptions of Jewish faith in the Late Middle Ages are clearly illustrated in 
the travelogue of the townsman Bernard of Breidenbach from Mainz who visited the Holy 
Land in 1483. 
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Regulations for Jewish butchers in the law court's administration book of Mainz dating 
from the 15th and 16th century 

• • 
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A Tolerated Trade 

In the late Middle Ages, the range of goods which 
Jews were allowed to trade became more and 
more limited. Neither were Jews allowed to car­
ry out a guild-organized trade. There were spe­
cial regulations for necessary trades which were 
bound to religious traditions like the butcher's 
craft. A 15th/16th century law court's admin­
istration book from Mainz states that the Jews 
were allowed to employ a butcher of their own 
to keep them in supply with meat. Spare meat, 
i.e. parts not allowed to be eaten by Jews due 
to ritual regulations, could be sold to Christian 
consumers. However, the butcher was not allow­
ed to sell any products which were not being of­
fered by Christian shops at the same time. 
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li/labtet 1 

Introduction 

The continual alterna­
tion of integration and 
expulsion in the history 
of Mainz's Jews also illus­
trates their legal status. De­
spite their being resident 
in the city and the country for 
generations, they had to apply 
for a residence and work permit 
at their place ofbirth. In the Early Mod-
ern Age, tolerance towards the lews was regard­
ed as a ruler's right to let lews settle in his terri­
tory against the payment of a special tax while 
it was his duty to protect them, to tolerate their 
religion and to allow them regular earnings. The 
Jews' living and working possibilities were set 
in regulations. As Mainz was a centre for trade 
the city was still frequented by]ews even after 
the expulsion of1470. A few]ews like the ]ewish 
innkeeper and his family lived in the house 
"Zum Kalten Bade" where they accommodated 
passing-through lews. 

For some lews, the Prince Electors Uriel of 
Gemmingen (1508-1514) and Albrecht of Bran­
denburg (1514-1545) issued safe conducts for the 
City of Mainz and its suburban communities 
Vilzbach and Weisenau. Their successors, on the 
other hand, ordered the expulsion of the lews 
from the city and country and prohibited the 
subjects in the electorate from doing trade and 
money business with them. 

According to the records known so far, the 
new establishment of the Jewish community in 
Mainz was accomplished during the reign of the 
Prince Elector Wolf gang of Dalberg (1582-1601). 
It is generally assumed that this happened in 
1582. However, this re-establishment was prob­
ably not realized in one single act; it is much 

Common large seal 
of the Jewish Com­
munity of Mainz with 
circumscription 
GEMEINE lUDEN­
SCHAFT ZV MAYNTZ 
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• 

, 1 

- - - -...--------~ 

famtfrintm!Btibl ~Munb~rob'~ (!jtlinb( auffdu 
~bll'tr~alttnbjß~ubt1itbigtt Revocation ) in Unftt 
ttlt aWt'cffjd)tU Ild>u§ -angrnommen / ~ttgtftalt / ~aj 
tt ftint 2Sobllung III ~e4.'Y ~ O~~--:!J 
- - ~ allc\Ulon Unftrn ~tambttttglrid;4tt, 
btnt Unftm C!iUll)o~nttn / ed)u~· unb lId)irmß \ ?8tr. 
waubttJlI ed)UV I ed)itm I ~ttfptid)nuß unb "t~ige 
.id)t~ltb4btnl pm llbn"ttbottentn ~anbtbjtttnß I 
Jaufftnß unb 58ttfauffeuß aUttbanb 3ulduigtr2ßaatttt 
(bett" Drbttung unb Difpofition 2Sir Unß jebtrQtit 
borbtJ)alttn) untmaugm / abtr im -fdUffen unb ~er~ 
fauffen gegen Unftt ®tift f unb ~Itltd)t Unttrtbantu 
aUtß ~ud)tr5(aujftrbalb ltXlß UnfettConceffi~ ~t~ 
mag) gdnJlid) abmaft'ttll tuebtt ttttn'g nOd) tfid7l1thu. 
lid) llbet ilfftntIid) fur fkb fdbfttn ntbmtn / obtr butd) 
\tubert auß ftinem @kbti6 unb !ntritb &ugtfd)tben lltr. 
tdngtU / inf'llnbttbtitabtr frin gtft~[en jfird)en 111od) 
4l1btrtß vnMd)tig ~ut/ d ftt)tlt .onfiran~tn/ ..1ftld) J 
spattUtU/ .Dntattn unb .tIrinobim/Uod> ttwaß anbetßJ 
ll'it ~a~ ma~mtn ~"btn mag I fo tintm i)iebjlabI llte. 

m~, 

24th )uly 1759, SCHUTZBRIEF (Grant of Protection) for Loew Lorch, issued and signed by 
Prince Elector )ohann Friedrich earl von Ostein (1743-1763) 

I 
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!'ir I)4btn burd) mtbtfad)t ~~abrung tl)(lbrgenDmmtn i ' 
baß mand)e ,aum einige ~abre im ~dJu~ fttbtnbt ~ubeß 

. il)r i~brlid)eß Sd)u~t~ aunubringen an! ~rmutb nid)t im 
Stanbe ~nb. ~ie ~ir nun aUerbingß \)trmutbtn &u fona,tn . 
glaubtn I baß tnttutbtr btl) ~t~ Sd)u~auft1abme baß angtbli~ 
d)t mtrmogtn nid)t mit btboriget @}tnauigftit tingtftben unb 
gcptÜfet werbe I ober bd Inferendum ftlbft im gnfammcn~ 
6angt mitbtm @}troerbiu,nfange ib,trbdltnißmaßig nad) tin~ 
förmigen ~runbfa~tn nid)t kj"timmt ftl) ': 'fo wirb tutgtn btm 
"trtitn , ~unftt fammtlid)tn furtUiitl. ' t\tamttn . bit fttengftt 
W\lfmttrfamfeit dngtfd)atftt I tutgtn btm' anbern qbtr I wtnn 
nid)t beuit! beßfaU! fdJon tigm~ morfd}tifttn btfttbttt I btt 
nQJxre gutad)tlid)t ~erjd)t geroamgtt I auf tOlr6od) biefeß 
Ihferendum in bt~ q)to\)iniialftabttn unb ben bJoftn 2~nbo~ . 
ktt f_*n feon mögt. 9)laini ~ ItJtn im 9)laq 1792. 

. V .. J. Mo Kürel . elteierungf . Secretarivs. 

19th March 1792, Inquiry of the electoral government on the fact that after only a few 
years of residence a number of Jews were not able to pay their protection money because 
they were destitute 
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9th May 1795 
Safe eonduet C'pass­
port") of Daniel Herz 

Langgass, a protected 
Jew frorn Mainz, for a 

trip to Frankfurt 

more likely that there was a gradual develop­
ment. 

In 1662 and 1671, Prince Elector ]ohn-Philipp 
of Schoenborn decreed regulations for the ]ew­
ish residents which initially limited the protec­
tion to 20 and later to 10 ]ewish families. They 
were also moved to aseparate ]ewish quarter. In 
the course of the 18th century the ]ewish com­
munity was granted the protection for 101 fami­
lies and the extension of their residential area. 

Within the ]ewish quarter, the community 
was autonomous to a large extent. There was a 
community council which was headed by the 
]ewish principal, called Parnas. The rabbi was 
the highest judicial authority for all legal issues 
except serious crimes. 

The Electorate of Mainz was the first German 
territorial state to foster the emancipation of 
the lews. Actually, full equal rights for the lews 
of Mainz with the other residents were not ac­
complished until the French revolutionary army 
conquered the city on 21st October 1792. The 
emancipation was finally secured when the Re­
publique Franc;:aise annexed the former German 
territories on the western bank of the River 
Rhine in 1797. 
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Reception and Protection of Jews 

For the most part, the Jews of Mainz were quite 
autonomous. They were even allowed to have a 
seal of their own. The ]ewish community was 
run by an elected coundl headed by the Parnas. 
He had the synagogue's legal power over the 
other members of the community, was the con­
tact person for the sovereign and brought the 
community's concerns to his attention. 

Jews who benefitted from the protection of 
the sovereign had to pay the protection money 
in return. A retarded payment could lead to the 
termination of the granted protection. 

The lews had to pay an escort duty whenever 
they were crossing the territorial borders. This 
was called body tax. In the 18th century, instead 
of paying the body tax at the customs posts, it 
was possible to acquire a letter of safe conduct 
("passport"). 

10th May 1782 
Exemption of the 
protected Jew Salo­
mon Moyses Schle­
singer, his wife and 
his under-age child­
ren, from any body 
tax throughout the 
entire archdiocese. 
Parchment with 
attached wax seal of 
Prince Elector Fried­
rich Karl Joseph von 
Erthal (177 4-1802) 
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John Philip of Schoen­
born (1647-1673), 

prince electorate and 
archbishop of Mainz; 

imperial chancellor 

11/ Tablet 2 

Regulated Life: Jew Regulations 

The receptionand protection ofthe Jews was supp­
lemented by the Jew regulations. These police 
regulations were for the most part intended 
to protect Christian subjects from the alleged 
threat and discrimination by the lews. There 
were several different kinds ofregulations, some 
ofwhich regulated individual problematic areas 
such as trade, the lending business and the 
sanctification of Sundays and holidays. On the 
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other hand there were also regulations which 
tried to combine many different issues. The safe 
conducts also comprised behavioural mIes. 

Prince Elector John Philipp of Schoenborn is­
sued a Jew regulation in 1662. However, on the 
urging of the city council, the merchants and 
the workmen, he was forced to issue a second, 
much more restrictive Jew regulation. In the in­
troduction, the prince electorate clearly stresses 
the fact that his subjects constantly complained 
about "being considerably deprived ofboth their 
houses and their food by the Jews." The 17 ar­
ticles of the Jew regulation stipulated that the 
Jews were to live in a ghetto, that their number 
was to be limited to ten families and that their 
living and working possibilities should be sub­
stantially restricted. 

Takkanot 

The Jewish community, too, issued itself a re­
gulation (Takkana). On 16th January 1741 ten 
selected men were entmsted with the task of 
drafting a comprehensive regulation, which was 
to take into consideration all areas of sociallife. 
This regulation, which comprised of 77 articles, 
resembles the intention and design of the early 
modern police regulations. Individual mIes were 
renewed when required. For example, in 1771, 
besides the setting of opening hours for the sale 
of coffee, it became forbidden to do one's hair 
on the Sabbath and to play cards or pool. 

In 1773, the community council turned to the 
prince elector in order to publish a Takkana that 
was approved by the sovereign. By doing so, the 
council probably hoped for an increasing com­
pliance with their mIes among the population. 
Another article ofthis regulation forbids women 
to be "dressed disgracefully". 
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Page 1 of the Jew Regulation of 1671 
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Ilir aur ~urfurfffiW ' ~ainaif~n Icgierung ucrorbneft Ilofrat{)~· 
~rdtl6€nt, SroaVofmeiRer, Sofftlnjlar, 9illn3It!)·~ireftor, geVftme, Bof· unb Biegte· 
runge , mdepe ftigw bitrmit dU lllilTtn: 

Bnrrt btn \!ltgtnfr'nbrn, wlldJt et. rUtflirfilidJtn mnabtn, !um 'lltntn btro qtlttuen Unttrtbantn; ntt~ wad)tnbt Wufmtdfamftitan fi41 
• 9t309en fIabtn, linbtt ftdJ audJ itnt nttbtrbhd)t .ltItibttprad!t, wtld/e unttrbtr tingtftffentn unb btfonblt6 bIt babitftgtn ~ubtnfdJafr 
. f~it ti.nigtn ~abren fo f/bt ring/riffen, ba~ ~tau! fur bit m/brtfltn bl/8rrru.ttung unb btr tlmflul1 ibm !llabtungS,Umflanbrn 3~ b/fab< 

rrn 1ft. tlltft Ublt 301gtn mogtm ftlbfl bon btnl tllllid)thdltn tbtll/ b/r ~ubtnfdJaft md)t m/bl uIIMannt nmbw, unb IDm babtr babm e/m/ fUt, 
f1irflfidJe QJnaben fldJ qnabigf! b/I\1O\)rn gef/btn, auf Ibr ullttrll)lini~fltll!lnfud)tn folg/nbt .!tltiblr,'U/rorbnunq fur bil ~ubrnfd)aft I~/btn IU lalf/n. 

(! r fl / n I. 80lItn Nt 8dlU~ ' ~uben mannlidJen (!J/fd,ltd)ts, ftt f/otn b/rQ/irarlllt Ob/rllblgtn etanb/I, ober ftdJ babllr auf1)alttnbr iilbifd)/ 
.ltoligdngtt ober Srud<Of •• auf bas KUliftig/ rrin/ (!jattullQ mit Q;olb obtr eilb/r borbirtt j!lllbtr, rlint rtilbtl!!ltltm, trint j!nbpft uon (!Jolb obtr 
€iilbrr gtfponnrnllt !iabtn, trin/ fantmm obtr r/ibtn/ Jelribre, nodJ [ribtnt :jilttrrung unb 81linfdJnaUrn' tragln. 

9 1\1 t9 t In~. tl/n )Iibifdl/n I!!ltib~p/rfontn m tunftt~btn nldlr Irlaubl, N/ .paart ftifortn unb auff'Uln IU lalfen, btsJllrldJrn aufstilldu unb 
s/rburmlr -!:laubrn, !ilugtlbaub/n mir oblr obnr <!!Ipi~cn, !8lonbrn, Emoibge unb otrgilldlrn ntum.birdJe tra<t)lrn, Wlmt ~e aud! bon btm grrlll~ ' 
litn I!!ltrlbt I\!I\rtn, !8lullltn aui btn Je6pfrn , <!!Iullllllf/,lDtV' ober m'brf~tbiSt !lI'nbtt jU rr~tn; babinge9tlt [oUtn ibntn trlau61 [rVIl, btr fogt, 
nannle OOOlriflbt obtr fonftiqt {>aubtn bon rtilbtm obtr anberrm elolft mit Im/r b(\(f)1l 11\1111 ingrr betittn olb , obtr mbtrntn €ipi~l, !rotoUtn, 
fpiUt oblr !lIorben linfadJ brftur,wit nidJr rnlnig/r bil wtilitn 3ubrnbaubtn; bil ~wbrnn)tlbtr a rr In69tn Nt freintn /rauftn ~ubrn, um ibrt .paar< 
jU btdln,tbtnf~ jl\1Qr Iragtn, itbodJ foUen bltft Itbd)fttn~ br/n !J!eibln bodJ ftnn, unb bitttidJrn I!!ltlber»or brn armen barmn feinen 'Uor;ug fIab/n. 

tlrit!tn~. <!!linb brnfllbtn funftigbin IU ftagen blrbotln, aUI (!Jattungtn :1ulDtiln libtrljaupt, unb fogar bon falfdJtn eitrinln brrfaj!lt 
(!jtfdJmu<f, gutr ober falfdJl I))/rl/n, (!Jeanat/n obtr fonftigl ~aQrnabtln, OOnge unb E5dJurjbafm bon au/tn. ober falfdJtn ellintn, unb tlallb<lnber 
bon I\1tili' obtr fd)rnarjen e;pitlt. n;. babinglgtn wIrben ibnen jum J;>. al5pU&r, unb 31\1Qt nur duf iltrtn !ir!tlagrn, €Iranatrn, 1\1t1d)t itbodJ. bt. n I!!lrrtb 
bon 15 \jl. nidJt "blrlttiq/n, aufbIn I!!ltrttagen ablr nur !loraUen, fel)l\1Qr, eammet, oblr .6llbtnlxtnb unb Jtorttl gt(tattrl. 

'U i t r r ,"5. E50Urn itlblgt m 3utltnft nid!t mtbr tragtn, ellli~t mir (!jolb ober eilbtr, lt!Iiffen epietn, !lI1.onbtn, Emoibg' unb mll g/l\1lrft,n 
felbtnen !lIlltmrn gar",rt/ Kltibtr , b/~ltidJtn iogenannt/ train(ltlun ob.r langt .tltibrr, Wma;onln!l/Ibrr, 9!nfr6<fI, reibtnl ealoppmonttl unO 
!ltefp.ftueien, wit audj bopptlrt 'lllandJrrrtn. . 

'Daliir abtr foU/n ftr ftdJ btgnu~rn, mir foglnannrrn balbrn iIonlufdJ/n obnt .1tapUltn, unb !JtMt obn. \!larnitltn!lt 5riiur obtr !ialblm, mir en!ol>' 
pln uon !rorton oblr giO, gltidJlalis obnt oUt (1;arnirunq unb Ji'oPl13en,. mir .pal~tlit:\Jtrn uon €leib, ober \1ltlfdtudJ o~nt E5PI~tn IInb 'aroburr, 
mit jIr.igtn UDn [dJmacj/m eamm/r obtr ertbt obnt (1Jolb< unb <!!Itlbttfpl~ln, unb mll tmfadJrn 'lllandJtrr/n bon 'Satlft obtr 9?rfftltudJ, obnt 
epi~tn, 2lroburt unb unau~rbogtn. 

\junfttn~. eoUrn (rlblgt rntb/r gelb,nt nod) [on[tiqt Ubrtn ani)<\ngtn. 
ee d) lir n ß, Jttin. fetbtnt eitrtimpft, [/ib/nr oblr ,l\1iUdtrn/ edtubt unb 'j)anteffrfn, unb trine ettinfdlnaUln, wobl aber wollent unb Itment 

S trumpfr unb Itbtrnl fdJrnarjl edJubl unb I))anroJitln obn/ bil minbrfll eri(fmo ober :5riiur bon !lIonbtm rrag<ll, 
eilbtn t,n~. 21ufl!!l/rftitg/n ubtrbau~t rrlnl f/ibenl .!tltihlr antbun, tHtO' b,mn, bap tin. auf tint~odJ!tir obtr Iltr \!ltbartttfdJair g/bttrn 

w/rbt, fonfttn fIaben f/lblgl auf I!!lrrftogen llbigfidt m !rotton obrr 8i~, unb ni/nh11 oblll ed)url! IIltld)rr audJ nidJr gar",w obtr mir <!!IpiQIn 
b.ftot flon fo Ur , JU IrfdJtintn. . 

21dJ tIn ß. :;lu Qlt[olgung bi/f,r 'Urrorbnung, unb bamir ,in ilbtr untlr brr 3ubtnfdJaft fiel) mit ben bilf/t gnabiglitn 'UorfdJrlfr gtma6/'n j!ltl' 
b/rn b.rilbtn r6nnl, wirb bon btm ~turigll1 0,.0 an, da/3 monatlidJt 3rift btllimm(l nad) blttn 21blanf bi/irnigrn, [0 btritlb.n nidlr in aUen etuden 
ftritdtidJ nad)romm/n, mil tmp!inbhdjtn errafrn ang/f/b/II I\1trbtll foUtn. tlitrna(]j babrn ftdJ alfo fdmmtlidJt /lIIg'f,jjtn. 3ubtn unl,rti)<\n'gil lu 
adJttn, unb 111 tllfi<flulbigflrr tlanfbarrtir er. rurfutillid)/n (!;nabtn pui61\11irbiqitt 8or~falr 311 Irr.nnln. Sig."um Ulit/, bilrb/I)!llbru<frlm lur. 
furfllidltn !J!lgilrung~dralljlto , ~nfllgtl, 'lllainJ ben 15rtn ~ulii 1773. g " """"e" .. !· 

':),W!. h.tlld, 
!Ih~!tulll.' I SffnTu_ 

15th July 1773, Electoral dress regulations for the Jewish community 
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1614, Jewish homeowner in the "Schatzungs-Belagbuch" (a taxbook) 
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II/Tablet 3 

Everyday Life in the Jewish Quarter 

Housing 

Until the last third of the 17th century, the Jews 
of Mainz lived among their fellow Christian re­
sidents. Their concentrated settlement around 
today's shopping center "Kaufhof" was deliber-

Entry in the record book of around 1790, Buildings owned by the )ews. 
Listed are: synagogue with residential house of the rabbi, hospital, 
bathhouse, meat house ("the Scharn"), burial. 



1690, wedding pro­
cession in the Juden­

gasse (Jew Alley), 

ately chosen by the Jews as their synagogue was 
in close proximity. 
During the readmission of the Jews in 1582/1583, 
there were no plans to create a ghetto either. 
The quarter the Jews were allocated to is in the 
area oftoday's Landesbausparkasse (LBS). 

Marriage 

Since the 13th century, marriages were prepared 
by the marriage broker (sadqan), who negotiated 
the conditions for both sides. On average, men 
got married at the age of 18. Girls on the other 
hand could already become engaged at the age 
of 12. However, in such a case, the wedding was 
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not held until the girl was grown-up. The Talmu­
die tradition provided that the marriage had to 
be eoncluded in two steps: 

1. The lega/ly binding engagement 

The fianee or a representative eonsummated 
the engagement by presenting the fianeee with 
a gift, whieh was usually a ring. He had to say: 
"You are holy to me under the law of Moses." 

2. The marriage under the canopy 

This usually took plaee one year later. It seems 
that the eanopy symbolizes the husband's house 
or the bridal ehamber. 

.. ;.,. " J 

/lItt'f, 

Ground plan, profile 
and front of the 
house "Rechengasse 
5" (today this is the 
part of Emmeran­
strasse wh ich is par­
allel to the Margare­
tengasse). The house 
was occupied by Dr. 
Michael Creizenbach 
(1789- 1842) who 
was a famous educa­
tionalist, scholar and 
mathematician and 
became professor at 
the Frankfurt Philan­
tropin . 



"Begrabung eines 
)udte Rabbi aus der 
Mayntzer )udtegass 

1710. Voranne die 
18 Mann der )udte 

Begrabungs Zunft." 
(Funeral of a )ewish 
Rabbi from the lew 

Alley in Mainz in 
1710. In front are 18 

men of the )ewish 
Funeral Guild.) 

II/Tablet 4 

Everyday Life in the Jewish Quarter 

Funerals 

In each ]ewish community there was a Chewra 
Kaddischa, a "holy association". It was respon­
sible for nursing, the ritual funeral of the dead, 
the holding of memorial services , orphan care 
and maintenance of the cemetery. The dead 
person, who was laid to rest in a coffin made of 
rough wooden boards, was accompanied to the 
cemetery past the synagogue by members of 
the association. The solemn ending of the ritual 
mourning ceremony was concluded by the Kad-
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diseh. It was a hymnic prayer for the hallowing 
of God's name, which was spoken by the funeral 
congregation. The Chewra Kaddischa of Mainz 
was reestablished in 1661. 

The Christian residents often showed a lack of 
understanding of the ]ewish rites. The way past 
the synagogue from the ]ewish Quarter to the 
cemetery, which was located outside of the city, 
also led through streets inhabited by Christians. 
Thus, mocking of the Jews was not uncommon. 
This is also shown on the picture. 

Being the Bet Olam (House of Eternity) and 
the Bet ha-Chaim (House ofLife), the cemetery is 
a holy place for the remembrance and memory 
of the dead. The peace of the deceased is eternal­
ly inviolable on a ]ewish cemetery. That is why 
the cemetery itself must not be changed in any 
way. The graves belong to the dead. 

The Purim Holiday 

Each year, at the Purim holiday, the events that 
lead to the salvation of the lews in Persia are 
conlmenlorated. 

The Book of Esther tells the story of the 
Grand Vizier Hamann, who tried to exterminate 
the Jews in the Persian Empire. By drawing the 

Plan of the old Jewish 
cemetery 
(18th century, drawn 
by a geometer from 
the Electorate) 
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1690, Purim feast 
in the )ew Alley 

lot (pur), he determined 13th Adar (in February I 
March) to be the day of the pogrom. Esther, fos­
ter daughter of Mordechai, who was a ]ewish 
officer of the palace guard of the Great King 
Achaschwerosch (Xerxes 1. 485-465), prevented 
the attack and instead ofthe lews, Hamann and 
his followers were killed. In commemoration 
of this salvation, the Jews are celebrating an 
exuberant, carnival-like feast. 
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II/lablet 5 

Mainz in the Age of Enlightenment -
First Phase of the Emancipation of the Jews 

Under the reign of Prince Electorate 
Emmerich ]oseph of Breidbach-Buer­
resheim (1763-1774), the ideas of the 
Enlightenment gained considerable 
acceptance among the inhabitants of 
Mainz. As a consequence, living con­
ditions for the lews were improved 
and some restrictions were abolished 
(among other things, the gates in the 
Vordere ]udengasse were demolished 
and the housing area was expanded). 

Under Emmerich's successor Fre­
derick Kar! ]oseph of Erthal (1774-
1802), the first legal steps were taken 

above: Prince Elector, Archbishop 
and Imperial Chancellor Emmerich 
Joseph of Breidbach-Buerresheim. 
(17 63-177 4) 

left: Prince Elector, Archbishop 
and Imperial Chancellor Fre­
derick Karl Joseph of Erthal 
(1719- 1802). Last prince elector 
to reside in Mainz. 
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mttfüt1ili~ + IDlain~iftV + ~cfttttp~~~tä~ 
fibCltt, fan&ltt):: ~irrftor, ®d)cime:: .pof:: 
unb ffitgitrungßrdtßr. 

Unftrn ~ruß 3uuor 2C. Unttr Nn mand)rtfrl) (!itgtnflltn'tltn, 
bit bit (anbtsultttrlid)t <!i!tt1d)t elr. Jeurfurftlidlfn @jnabrn 
btfd)äftigtn, btbtraigtn ,f>öd)ftbitj'tlbt aueb baß eebicffal btr 
in . -!>öd)ftbtro Stur(anbtp bttinblid)tn ~ubtn. i)" tS a~('r 
bOrbtrfamft auf bit moralifd)t rotrbtlftrung btrftlbtn anfömmt: 
fo babtt ibr ungtfaumt tin3ubt'rid)tfn a.) wit uitIt 3ubtn 
m{mnlid) unb rotiblid) fld) in tuerm Wmtsbe3irft bt'"nbtn? 
b.) rotld)t @Jtwtrbt bitftlbtn trtibtn, unb wouon fit fld) t'r~ 
nabren 1 c.) wit Nt merfaffung unb @Jtftritbung btrftf­
btn btfd)afftn ftl)t? in wr(d)tn @}tgtnftänbtff fit btm ~t' 
amttn, unb in tudd)tm btm mabintr, unb tutld)tm mabintr 
fit unttrtuorftn ftlJtn? cl.) tuit bitft mtrfalfung ~u btlfern 
ftl)e1 e.) ob btn ~ubtn trlaubt werben fönnt I mebrt'rt ~ab­
rungsaweigt au trtibtn? f.) in rotId)em 8ujlanbr fld1 bit in 
tuettm ~mtßbrairft btfinblidJtn jtibifd)en Sd)ultn fiel) bf"nbrn1 
tuaS, roit, unb burd) tutn bafdbft gtltbrtt tuirb, unb Wit, 
unb burd) tutlcbtn t\tl)ttag, unb runftalten bitfdbtn gtbefTtrt 
wtrbtn rönntn. flBir gttuartigtn tiber fämmtlidJt uorlitgtnbt 
@Jtgtnftänbt tutun trfd)öpftnbtn 23trid)t, unb btrbltibtn 2'. 
gn"ina btn 15ttn ~tbruar 1782. 

Vt. J. Mo KüreI, !Rfiifrun9~,Secretarius. 

15th February 1782, The Eleetoral Court's couneil committee ealls upon the elee~ora~e's 
authorities to re port on the situation of the Jews and make proposals on a posslble Im­
provement of their living eonditions. 
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to achieve the emancipation ofthe lews. The Gen­
eral Directive of 9th February 1784 is a crucial 
document of the first phase of the ]ewish eman­
cipation. 

In this document, among others, the follow­
ing important reforms were decreed: 

- Common law and district courts become ob­
liga tory also for lews. 

- ]ewish children get compulsory school educa­
tion and are admitted to state schools. 

- Equal treatment of lews and Christians when 
acquiring property. 

- Permission to practice a trade not organized 
by guilds and to build manufactories. 

1763 Tribute 
address on the 
occasion of the 
election of Arch­
bishop Emmerich 
)oseph of Breid­
bach-Buerresheim 

-;iJri jb~ ;"S'!l." o,"b, i:l";i.Jf 

~ '~ii'O pp Sb I10bn rt'~. ,S~~:1i, 
,~~'OS ~~i1 h~n ii,"S ;~ 1 O'~::l, Nil" 

, . . , 

::li',:1 1:1 ,fri:( O,'i1 N,n . ~,tJ; 'j:l 
V'~i1 rv ,'Onil' S"i, 'Vi1 1l"i,'N­
··0~'li~ ~ .. ,S 
NO~ ~p lt .~J~~~ ",:1 0""" r'7Jlil 
:l'~ 'J"l'j~ ü:'" , n'l1oli1it 
: ~ hin., t'C nl'v~,,:"l ;'1,';n,~ 
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5th July 1763, Celebratory service in the synagogue on the occasion of the election of 
Archbishop and Prince Elector Joseph of Breidbach-Buerresheim. 
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Ill/Tablet 1 

The Civic Equality of the Jews 
(1792/93,1798-1814) 

Introduction 

Liberty - Equality - Fraternity! The ideals of 
the French Revolution were to be of special sig­
nificance for the Jews of Mainz , too. Due to the 
French Revolution and the French occupation of 
Mainz in 1792, they were granted constitution­
al equality, thus becoming citizens with equal 
rights and duties. 

The restriction to live in the Jewish Quarter 
was abolished and the introduction of freedom 
of trade put an end to the working restrictions, 
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Plan for a new 
Jewish bath from 
1804 
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which had been in existence for centuries. Al­
though some Jews took up free and academic 
professions as physicians, lawyers or professors, 
the majority of Jews in Mainz stuck to trading 
businesses because they were experienced in 
this field. They had established national and 
international trade relations and had thorough 
knowledge in many different industries. 

At the beginning of the 19th century, a new 
communal and social structure was developing. 
So, in 1853, the community split up into a lib-

Moses Cahn demolishes the guardhouse in the Jewish Quarter. 
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eral and orthodox part after there had been 
conflicts. The two groups differed over several 
issues. The reformed community, for example, 
favoured the abolition of the strict separation of 
the women's synagogue and wanted to acquire 
an organ. However, although both communities 
had aseparate communal life as well as schools 
and institutions of their own, they were still one 
corporation under public law. 

In the 19th and early 20th century, both 
communities in Mainz were thriving, especially 
in the areas of culture and economics. This pros­
perity is also shown by the building ofthe magni­
ficent Main Synagogue in Hindenburgstrasse 
which was dedicated in 1912. 

The Opening of the Jewish Quarter 

After the Jews had been gran ted equal ClVlC 

rights due to the French occupation of Mainz, 
1798 turned out to be a highly symbolic year for 
the opening of the Jewish Quarter. Following a 
request by the Jewish City Councilor Zacharias 
Bamberger, on 12th September the municipal 
administration allowed the Jews to demolish the 
gates of the Jew Alley and celebrate this event. 
In fact, young Moses Cahn damaged the guard­
house in the Jewish Quarter already one day 
earlier. It was finally demolished in the 1860s. 
By 1808, many Jews had left the daustrophobic 
conditions of the Jewish Quarter. They had par­
ticularly taken lodgings in dose proximity to 
business locations. 

Jews under Napoleon's Rule 

After Mainz had been annexed by France the 
local Jews were subject to Napoleon's policies. 
In 1806, he convened an assembly of 100 Jewish 
notables from all the French-ruled territories at 
Paris. From Mainz Herz Loeb Lorch and Jacob 
Benjamin were sent to Paris. The twelve ques­
tions to be answered by the Jews concerned is-
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"Neue Mainzer Zei­
tung": Report on the 

eleetion of t he del­
egates for the Great 

Assembly of Notables 
at Paris on 

24th )une 1806 

sues such as their attitude towards divorce, mar­
riages with non-Jews, the prohibition of usury 
or civic worle Napoleon meant to pressure the 
Jews to take adecision either in favour of their 
religious mIes or in favour of civic duties. As ex­
pected, the assembIy's answers were satisfactory 
to the Emperor. 
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>t>nd bc rfcl bm amben. 

-----------------

The So-Ca lied "Decret infame" of 17th March 1808 

With the so-called "Decret infame", Napoleon 
once aga in issued discriminating special mIes 
concerning the Jews who, from 1st July 1808 on, 
had to appIy for a special trading patent if they 
wanted to carry on a business. The prefecture is­
sued this vital document if the Jewish applicant 
had been given a "morality patent" by the muni-
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cipal council and the ]ewish consistory confirm­
ing that the applicant did not practice usury. 
Despite this restriction whose effects in reality 
assumedly were rather negligible the majority of 
lews living at Mainz moved up the socialladder 
during the French period. This was due to the 
interplay of civic equality, free choice of career, 
the right to acquire property and better chances 
of employment. 

Plan of chief engineer St. Far with a proposal for the redesigning of the 
old Jewish Quarter of Mainz between both parts of the Rue de Rateaux 
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Ill/lablet 2 

The Economic Activities of the Jews 
of Mainz 

The French Period 

The French period of Mainz was characterized 
by substantial structural changes which also had 
an effect on the economic and social situation of 
theJewish residents. The freedom oftrade estab­
lished in 1798 was a crucial event as since then, 
Jews were also allowed to carry on professions 
which were organized by guilds. Furthermore, 
army supplies for the Napoleonic Wars, the 
shortage of goods and the presence of thousands 
of French soldiers in the city provided manifold 
opportunities to earn money. 

The Further Development in the 19th Century 

The fact that the majority of the Jews in Mainz 
were traders until far into the 19th century is 
mainly due to the parallel development of the 
structure of labor force, the overall economic 
trends and the special economic development 
of Mainz. There were certainly a large number 
of new occupations available in various indus­
tries. However, the crisis of the crafts business 
starting in the 1830s limited the demand in this 
field. It is assumed that the percentage of crafts­
men among the working lews was at no time 
more than 15-20. 

There is no doubt that the thriving economic 
conditions in the second half of the 19th century 
had an impact on the considerable social ad­
vancement of the lews. Their proficiency in 
terms of trade and finance, their specific welfare 
institutions and their international business re­
lations helped them to be no longer marginal­
ised but to become part of the society. The 
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majority of the Jews of Mainz from then on be­
longed to an independent middle-class. Their 
sons were encouraged to take up careers in the 
free professions which helped to gain adequate 
social recognition. 

Ludwig Bamberger (1823-1899) 

The life ofLudwig Bamberger, son ofthe wealthy 
draper August Bamberger from Mainz, is a per­
fect example of such a career. His father's suc­
cessful trading business made it possible for 
hirn to study law. Sentenced to death after par­
ticipating in the Palatinate Revolt of 1848/1849, 
he escaped abroad. After 17 years in exile he re­
turned to his horne country. He supported the 
political ideas of Bismarck and, as aNational 
Liberal representative, he took up a seat in 
the Reichstag in 1871 where he functioned as 
Bismarck's advisor for financial policies. How­
ever, Bamberger, who was an advocate of the 

Hermann Reinach 
(1825-1906) came 
from one of the 
most respected and 
wealthy Jewish fami­
lies in Mainz. He was 
a wine merchant, 
commercial counsel­
lor, assistant mayor 
and Honorary Citizen 
of the City of Mainz. 
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Ludwig Bamberger 
(1823 - 1899) 

free trade, objected to Bismarck's policies of 
protective duties and colonial issues. Bamberger 
and the imperial chancellor broke up for good 

in 1880. Bamberger is one of the co-founders of 
the Deutsche Bank, the initiator of the "Reichs­
bank" (German National Bank) and of a unified 
currency (the German "Mark"). He is one of the 
outstanding characters from Mainz in the 19th 
century. 

Jewish Economic Life during the Weimar Republic 

The economic stmcture of the Mainz lews was, 
above all, determined by the local and regional 
economic stmctures. In the Weimar Republic, 
alm.ost one third of the 330 ]ewish enterprises 
in Mainz were specialized in trading agricultural 
products (esp. wine and grain), followed by the 
textile industry and metal trade. It is remarkable 
that 46 percent of all working lews were self-em-
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ployed, as compared to only 16.4 percent of the 
total population. The Scheuer & Plaut 

Garment Factory in 
Schusterstraße 

Scheuer ~ PIaut A. O. 
Tel. I 569, 590 und 5881 Mai n z Reichsbank-Giro-Konto 

Elegante Herren- .und Knaben-Kleidung. 
Vor n e h me M Ci 5 5 - A n f e r t i gun g. 

Spezial-Abteilungen. Sport-Kleidung, Liofee-Kleidung, 
Chauffeur-Kleidung, Leder-Kleidung, Berufs-Kleidung. 

The Kronenberger Banking House 

The Kronenberger banking house illustrates 
the economic and cultural upturn of the Jews 
of Mainz at the turn from the 19th to the 20th 
century. At the beginning of the 20th century, 
Ludwig Kronenberger founded the Bankhaus 
Kronenberger & Co which was later taken over 
by the Commerz- und Privatbank in 1929. Kro­
nenberger was one of the most active members 
of the Jewish community of Mainz and was to 
be found in all important committees and so-
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Interior of the Kronenberger Banking House 

Exterior view of the Kronenberger Banking House around 1911 
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cieties: vice-head of the community, head of 
the ritual commission, charter member of the 
"Landesverband israelitischer Religionsgemein­
den" in Hesse, leading member of the Rhenus 
lodge and member of most of the cultural and 
charitable ]ewish associations in Mainz. But he 
also took considerable interest in the non-]ewish 
life of the city. Being a member of the Chamber 
of Industry and Commerce, a temporary judge 
in a commercial court and chairman of the 
"Verein Mainzer Kaufleute" (Association ofMainz 
Tradesmen), he was the prototype of an emanci­
pated and liberal lew. 

The Leonhard Tietz Department Store. It was located 
on the area of today's Kaufhof store in Schusterstrasse. 
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The synagogue of 
the liberallsraelite 

religious community 
of 1853 

Ill/Tablet 3 

The Split of the Jewish Community 

A New Community Structure 

At the beginning of the 19th centmy in Mainz, 
too, a new communal and social structure was 
formed. Since the granting of equal civic rights, 
there had been internal conflicts about wh at and 
how much of the jewish tradition and way oflife 
was to be sacrificed for the integration into the 
non-jewish surroundings. The majority of the 
lews became more receptive to liberal ideas. At 
first, there was areform of the service. The litur­
gy was held in German, the Bar Mizwa which is 
the feast of the religious maturity of jewish boys 
was called "confirmation", and the synagogues 
were equipped with organs. lust like in many 
other places, the organ dispute was the crucial 
issue that led to the split of the community into 
a liberal and an orthodox part in 1853. 

New Synagogues in the 19th Century 

At that period, the liberal Israelite com­
munity planned a reconstruction of the 
synagogue in the jewish Quarter because 
the building was in very bad condition. 

Oriental elements had already 
been used in build-
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Interior view of the liberal 
synagogue of 1853 

Interior yard of the synagogue 
of the orthodox Israelite reli­
gious community (after the 
conversion of 1879) 
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Markus Lehmann 
(1831-1890, sea­

ted, surrounded by 
his family) was the 

preacher (he was not 
given the title of rab­

bi) of the orthodox 
religious community 

between 1853 and 
1890. Lehmann was 

a widely read and 
versatile author, who 
since 1861 published 
the weekly magazine 

"Der Israelit". 

ing synagogues in the rural communities of 
Southern Germany since the early 19th centmy. 
In the 1850s, this Moorish style became more 
and more accepted in urban communities like 
Mainz, too. The style represented a step towards 
an individual architecture and showed new self­
confidence on the part of the ]ewish minority in 
Mainz. 

After the split of the community, the ortho­
dox Jews were able to dedicate their own syna­
gogue at the junction of Flachsmarktstrasse and 
Margaretengasse in 1856. In 1879, it was rebuilt, 
also in the Moorish style, and enlarged according 
to the plans of the municipal architect Eduard 
Kreyssig. 

The Main Synagogue in the Hindenburgstrasse 
of 1912 

The synagogue built in 1853 soon proved to be 
too small to accommodate nearly 2.400 members 
(of3.000 Mainz]ews, roughly 4/5 belonged to the 
liberal community). Moreover, a synagogue was 
more than just the House of God. The ]ewish 
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community wanted to dis­
play its newly achieved sta­
tus in the early 20th centUl)' 
by erecting a magnificent 
building. 
They decided on the draft 
by the well-known architect 
Willy Graf from Stuttgart 
The new synagogue was built 
in 1911/12 in a prominent site 
at the junction of Hinden­
burgstrasse and Josefsstras­
se. It was inaugurated on 4th 
september 1912. 

The center was a circular 
building with a large dome 

Prof. Dr. Siegmund Salfeld (1843-1926) 
ca me from Dessau. He was the rabbi of the 
reformed jewish community and a histo­
rian. 

Inauguration of the Memorial Cemetery in 1926 by Rabbi Dr. Sali Levi 
(1883- 1941). He had succeeded Siegmund Salfeld in 1919 and stayed in 
Mainz until1941. He died in Berlin on 25th April 1941 a few days before he 
was due to emigrate to the USA. 
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The interior of the 
Main Synagogue 

Exterior view of the 
Main Synagogue in 

the Hindenburg­
strasse 

which was the actual synagogue. Attached 
to the center were two two-storey buildings; 
eaeh of them eould be entered by a eolumned 
portieo. These wings were used as the eommu­
nity hall. The deeision to have a pIaster front 
instead of a natural stone fa<;ade as originally 

C' 
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planned was very important for the effect of 
the building. A uniform and smooth effect was 
created which resembled baroque palaces. 

In regard to coloring and symbolic represen­
tation, the interior of the synagogue was rather 
plain. Below the large dome there was the pray­
er room with a pulpit and a Torah Ark; the room 
had seating for 580 men. The women sat on the 
first floor where also the organ and the choir 
were placed. Only the inner sanctum, a mar­
ble canopy beneath the organ, displayed more 
splendor. 

The Museum of 
jewish Antiquities, 
opened in an annex 
of the Main Syna­
gogue in 1926 
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Poster by the 
Association of Jewish 

Front-Une Soldiers 

III/Tablet 4 

Anti-Semitism in the Empire 

The legal emancipation of the Jews on the 
western bank of the River Rhine, which included 
the Jews of Mainz, was carried out during the 
French period almost without causing any con­
troversy or serious conflicts. However, a lasting 
emancipation was dependent on the strength of 
the liberal movement. A stock market crash in 
1873 was the first sign ofthe beginning ofthe end 
of the short-lived liberal era in the Empire. The 
illusion of permanent prosperity in the Wilhelm­
inian Period yielded to disappointment and the 
search for culprits. In a large number of news pa­
per articles, pamphlets and brochures, the work 
of Jewish "capitalists" was made responsible for 
the crash ofthe European stock markets. 

Anti-Semitic Voices in Mainz 

In general, anti-Semitic comments were rar from 
welcome in the liberal City of Mainz. From time 
to time, however, they were also to be heard 
there during the Empire. For example, from 

ChrisHiche und jüdische Helden haben qemeinsam qekämpft und ruhen gemeinsam in fremder Erde. 

12.000 Juden Fielen im Kampf I 
Blindwütiqer Partei hass macht vor den Gräbern der To~en nich~ Halt. 

Deutsche Frauen, 
duldetnich~,dilSS die jüdische Mutter in ihrem Schmerz verhöhnt wird. 

Reichsbund jüdischer Frontsoldaten EV 



1883 to 1886 the anti-Semitic weekly magazine 
"Die Wucherpille", with the characteristic sub­
title "Gegen Anmassung, Wucher und systema­
tische Ausbeutung in Stadt und Land" (Against 
impudence, usury and systematical exploitation 
in the city and the countryside) was edited in 
this city. For the first time in the constituency of 

Anti-Sernitic journal 
"Die Wucherpille" 
which was published 
in Mainz frorn 1883 
to 1886. 
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K-tit/1J V,r ~/41i /tfJ{, })/f:/ / I f8'l "", ..!IrJI 
An unsere israelitischen Mitbürger 

In Stadt und Land) 
E. unterliegt keinem Zweifel, die wirtschaftlichen Nöte der israelitischen Bevölkerung in Stadt 

und Land .ind in vieler Hinsicht größer, als die unserer andern Mitbürger. Oie Inflation hat auf .io be­
londera zent6rend eina,ewirkt. auf dem Lande wird den Juden durch die Hetzereien des landbunde •• 
durch Geno •• el'ltchaften und Konsumvereine ihre Existenz erschwert oder unmöglich gemacht, in der 
Stadt ist e. nicht besser, zahlreiche Kreise der Großindustrie, der Großbanken usw. 1ehnen die Aufnahme 
i.raelitilcher AngesteUten ab, in den akademischen Kreisen erschweren die sogenannten Völkischen den 
jüdilchen Kollegen das Leben, wohin wir sehen, trübe Aussichten und Erschwerungen des Daseins. Duu 
kommt die immer drohender werdende Hetze der Nationalsozialisten und der verwandten Parteien. Wir 
mG .. en uns mehr denn je un.erer Haut wehren, wirllchaftlich und politisch und d .. kann nur mi t dem 
Stimmzettel geschehen. 

Jeder ioraeliti.che Wlbler, der bei den bevorstehenden Wahlen .ein Stimmrecht nicht aUlübt, var­
alIndigt .ich an .einen und .einer M.itbOrger Inter ... en. 

Aber welche Partei sollen wir wählen 7 
Alle ollen oder versteckt antisemitischen Parteien, m11hln an. Rechtsparteien, ko_en fIIr ..... 

nicht In Betracht, auch die deutsche Volkspartei ist fast durchweg reaktionär und in Punkto Antis.miti.­
mua mi,ndeatens nicht zuverlässig. Die Sozialdemokraten traten wobl für uns ein, nicht unseretwea:en • 
• ondern weil ihr Parteiprogramm gegen jede Ungerechtigkeit ist. Aber in wirllchaftlicher Hinsicht müllen 
wir sie be.kämpfen, weil sie Gegner unsere. jetzigen Wirtschaftlebena sind, auf dem un.ere E"istonz be­
ruht. Oie • . inzige Partei, welche rückhaltlos für uns eintritt und immer eingetreten i.t, i. t die 

Deutsche Demokratische Partei. 
Ihr muß jode Stimme der israelitischen WAhler zufallen. 

Wal wir von all den anderen Parteien und auch von un.erer Regierung in Darmstadt zu erwarten 
haben, zeigt zur GenGge die Behandlung, die dem Antrag d .. israelitischen Gemeindeverbandes zuteil 
wird, der die Gleichstellung der Israeliten H •••• n. mit den anderen Konfes.ionen hin.ichtlich der Sub­
ventionierung.n verlangte. 

Wir bitten Sie daher dringend, nicht nur .elb.t Ihr Wahlrecht auuuObon, auch Ihre wahlberech­
tigten Angohörigen duu zu voranla ... n 

sondern auch andere säumige Wähler aufzurüHeln. 
,W.nn alle israelitischen Wihl.r und Wähle rinnen ihre Pflicht tun, kann di .. evtl. IGr dio Wahl 

eiDe. Abgeordnet.n den Ausschlag geben. 

Auf! israelitische Mitbürger, zur Wahl! und gebt Eure 
Stimme ohne Ausnahme 

der Liste No. 6 
der Deutschen Demokratischen Partei. 

Zahlreiche israelitische Wähler in Stadt und land, 

v< t " ! I 

Reichstag election of 1928 - Election appeal to "our Israelite fellow citizens in city and 
countryside" to support the Democratic Party 



Mainz, in 1896, an anti-Semitic candidate, wine­
grower Michael Wolff from Stadecken, ran for 
the substitute Reichstag elections. He did not get 
many votes, however. 

Jewish Resistance 

The Jews in Mainz tried to defend themselves 
against the anti-Semitic accusations. Thus, they 
founded a local branch of the "Centralverein 
deutscher Staatsbuerger juedischen Glaubens" 
(C.v.) in order to tackle this problem. The c.v. 
was the biggest Jewish organisation in Germany, 
sometimes comprising 70,000 members. The 10-
cal branch in Mainz, which was at first headed 
by Bernhard Albert Mayer and later by Rabbi Dr. 
Levi, tried to accomplish its goals by enlight­
ening the residents about ]udaism, by dispro­
ving slandering accusations and by working clo­
sely together with the press. 

Jews of Mainz in World War I 

Anti-Semitic activities were increasing during 
the Weimar Republic. The "Rheinischer Beob­
achter", for example, whose title was decorated 
with swastikas and the "Nazi salute", massively 
stirred up hatred against the lews. The lews re­
acted by founding the "Association for the De­
fense against Anti-Semitism". An example ofthe 
attempts to counter the anti-Semitic propagan­
da was the poster of the "Imperial Association 
of ]ewish Front-Line Soldiers" which alluded to 
the high toll of lives of ]ewish citizens during 
World War I. In fact, many lews of Mainz had 
enlisted in 1914. Rabbi Salfeld had prepared the 
young soldiers for their oath of allegiance. On 
9th August 1914, a service of intercession was 
held in the Mainz synagogue on the occasion of 
the beginning of the war. The ]ewish community 
contributed to the erection of the "Nagelsaeule" 
(Nail-Column, a means of collecting charitable 
donations to support the soldiers' children and 
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wives) on Liebfrauenplatz in 1916, by providing 
1000 Marks for a nail-field. 64 Jews from Mainz 
were killed in action. 

Jewish Life during the Weimar Republic 

During the Weimar Republic, the Jews of Mainz 
continued to climb the socialladder and to thrive 
economically. Their increasing integration into 
the non-]ewish surroundings is shown by their 
participation in different activities of public city 
life. A large number of Jews were members of 
the "Mainzer Liedertafel" (the most prominent 
Mainz musical association), the various sports 
clubs and the carnival associations. At the same 
time, there existed an active ]ewish communi­
ty- and club-life ranging from social welf are to 
sports groups and the Bnei Brith lodge, as weH 
as, apart from the Jewish Youth Association 
founded in 1908, the local branch of the ortho­
dox youth organization ESRA (combining a Zion­
ist and a second more religious movement). 

The orthodox Bondi School existed from 1859 to 1939. The picture shows a group of 
students of the Bondi-School in the court yard of the orthodox synagogue in 1925/1926. 
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IV/Tafelt 

Beginning of Discrimination and Persecution 

Introduction 

After Adolf Hitler had been appointed Imperial 
Chancellor on 30th January 1933, the system­
atic deprivation of rights and persecution of the 
Jews set in, which ended, only ten years later, 
in almost complete expulsion and extermina­
tion. It began with the boycott of Jewish shops. 
Numerous Jews were dismissed due to the "Law 
of the Restoration of the Professional Civil Ser­
vice". Facing almost 2000 new laws, decrees and 
regulations, the Jews were deprived of their 
rights under the cloak of allegedly legal means. 
They were ostracized by society, excluded from 
associations, committees, schools and universi­
ties, driven out of their jobs, humiliated, rob­
bed of their property and forced to emigrate. 
During the night of 9th to 10th November 1938, 
the synagogues of Mainz were set on fire. On the 
following day, numerous houses and flats ofJew­
ish families were destroyed and looted. A lot of 
men were arrested. The enterprises still owned 
by Jews became "Aryanized". After the outbreak 
of World War II, life for Jews in Germany was 
gradually further restricted. After the Wann­
see Conference of 20th January 1942, they were 
eventually deported to concentration camps. In 
three transports, about 1100 Jews from Mainz 
were taken to extermination camps in Po land 
or to the Ghetto of Theresienstadt in March and 
September 1942. Most of them were murdered 
or died of hunger or epidemic plagues. 
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The lawyer Max 
Tschornicki from 

Mainz was among the 
first persons under 

arrest. His escape 
from the concentra­
tion camp Osthofen 
was the direct inspi­
ration for Anna Seg­
hers' novel "The Se­
venth Cross", which 

was first published in 
1942 by EI Libro Libre 

in Mexico. 

Early Arrests 

Immediately after the Reichstag election of 5th 
March 1933, in Mainz, just like anywhere else 
in the Reich, many political opponents of the 
National Socialists were arrested. Jews who had 
been active in left-wing organisations during the 
Weimar Republic were placed under "preventive 
detention" ("Schutzhaft") like their non-Jewish 
fellow political campaigners. They were taken to 
the early concentration camp at Osthofen ne ar 
Worms. 

Boycott of Jewish Shops 

On 9th March 1933 the Mainz 
NSDAP (National Socialist Ger­
man Workers Party) organized 
the first action against Jewish­
owned department stores. On 
1st April 1933, a nationwide 
boycott of all Jewish shops, doc­
tors and lawyers was to follow. 
The action was declared to be 
a response to the alleged anti­
German propaganda by Jews ab­
road. 

Dismissals 

In the spring of 1933, the ou­
sting of Jews from public offices 

set in. In Mainz, amongst others, the honorary 
councilor Ludwig Epstein (SPD), the director of 
the public health department Dr. Heinrich Ro­
senhaupt and the principal of the city's music 
academy Hans Geil were suspended from office. 
From now on, only men able to prove their (and 
later also their wife's) Aryan origin and their 
commitment to the National Socialist state were 
allowed to work in the civil service. 
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~er Xao bel ~oorottf in )Jtafn3 
9leger $traf3tntJttft~r. - Stein 3wifdjenfaU. 

~ie ~o~fottierung ber jübifdJen Q)efdJäfte uftv. in 
9.J(ain~ naqmeinen tuf)igen Q3etfouf, of)ne itgenb rodd)e 
3hlifcf)enfüffe. ~tne ffieif)e iübif cf}er ®efcf)oäfte qatte11 -
fd}on um tyreitag nad}mittag if)re ~etrieoe gef.d){offen. 
IDCegrere .qiefige gröf;ere ®efd)äftßljäuf-er gaben befannt, 
bof; fte afß ~roteftaftion gegen bie fügenf)afte ®reuef .. 
l)e~e im 2{uMonb if)te $efcf)äfte au~ tigenttn antrieb 
gefdjCIlfftn ~a(ttn würben. )Dura, ~rafatanf-cf}!og roaren 
bie oo~fottiertelt Untetnef)mungen · unb müro~ Mtt 
6eiten ber W@5'l)2I~. bem ~omum fenntncf) gemad}t 
worben. <.Die ~014'tfttaf3en ber 6tobt roaten bon ~egintt 
ber f8ol)Iottierung an bon einer bof)freicf}en WCenfcr,en'" 
mengcbi~ 5ltltt f~äten ~ocf)mittag bereDt. 

2Iucf) ber 60nntog ift f)ier im angemeinen o~ne 
.8lt)ifd)enfaH berraufen.~tntge @>ef'-9äfte, bie im gnitte! .. 
~nft ber 6tabt Hegen, mU}3ten geftern wäf)tenb ber 
freigegeBenen @efcf)äft5ftunben ~eitlt1·eife fd}fieaen, fo 
fton war ber 2[nl:>rang ber sräufer. ~uc!) auf ber 
~effe tuor geftern ber .8ufl'rud) ber 6d}auhiftigen unh 
ber 5räufet fe!)t ftoit 60 i;fi bie 2fOtuef)r .. ~ftion in 
wtai~ Wie faft üoerarf im ffieid) betraufen. 

Everyday School Life after 1933 

]ewish teachers, like ]ohanna Sichel, Dr. Moritz 
Lorge and Sophie Cahn, also lost their jobs. All 
three of. them had been teaching at the Girls' 
Grammar School for many years. Everyday 
schoollife radically changed for the ]ewish child­
ren, too. Suddenly, they were ostracized by their 
fellow students, teased or beaten up on their 
way to school and discriminated or harassed in 
front of the dass by National Socialist teachers. 
In the long run, they were forced to leave the 
state schools. Yet not every teacher was in line 
with the Nazi ideology. Some tried to protect the 
]ewish children as long as possible. 

"Mainzer Journal" 
of 3rd April 1933 
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Professor Hans Gal (1890-1987) was 
principal of the city music school 
(today: Peter-Cornelius-Conserva­
toire) since 1929. He emigrated to 
England. After the war he taught at 
the university of Edinburgh. 

Dr. med. Heinrich Rosenhaupt 
(1877-1944) had set up the Public 
Health Department in the 1920s 
and created a modern health sys­
tem in Mainz. He emigrated to the 
United States in 1939. 

The brothers Alfred (left) and Erich Erwin Epstein had to leave the country because 
of political reasons, too. They were both active members of the "Reichsbanner" and 
escaped to Paris. 
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Sophie Cahn, born in Mainz 
in 1883, teacher at the Girls' 
Grammar School, was dismis­
sed in 1933 and then taught 
English at the "Juedische Be­
zirksschule". She emigrated to 
England in 1939. 

Dr. Moritz Lorge, born in 1874, 
teacher at the Girls' Grammar 
School since 1908, was dismissed 
in 1933. He emigrated to the 
United States in 1939. 

Johanna Sichel, 
born in 1879 in 
Mainz, teacher at 
the Girls' Grammar 
School since 1902, 
converted to Ca­
tholic faith in 1919. 
She was also dis­
missed in 1933, was 
deported to Piaski 
near Lublin on 25th 
March 1942 and 
murdered. 
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Morning ce lebration with flag salute in the court yard of the Girls' Grammar School. 
jewish schoolgirls were excluded from the ceremony. 

Sports lesson 
held in the 

backyard of the 
Synagoguein 
Hindenburg­

strasse in 1937. 

Jewish Schools in Mainz 

In 1933, there was only one (orthodox) ]ewish el­
ementary school in Mainz, named after Rabbi Dr. 
]onas Markus Bondi. When more and more ]ewish 
children were excluded from the state schools, the 
Bondi School soon was overcrowded. In 1934, the 
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]ewish community was allowed to set up an­
other ]ewish school far children up to the age of 
16. The Mainz "]uedische Bezirksschule" (Jewish 
District School) was opened on 24th April 1934 
in an outbuilding of the Synagogue in Hinden­
burgstrasse. It had its highest number of stu­
dents (202) in 1936/1937. Apart from providing 
general education, the ]ewish schools specific­
ally prepared their students for emigration by 
te ac hing handicrafts and foreign languages. In 
the pogrom night of 9th/10th November, the 
building of the ]ewish district school was des­
troyed. The classes now had to be held in provi­
sional locatiollS. On 30th ]une 1942, the state 
ordered all ]ewish schools to be closed. 

The teaching staff of the "juedische Bezirksschule" (Jewish district school) of Mainz. 
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The Main Synagogue 
in Hindenburg­

strasse in the mor­
ning hours of 10th 

November 1938 

IV/Tablet 2 

The "Nuremberg Laws" of 1935 

The "Nuremberg Laws" of 15th September 1935 
created even more radical discriminations. With 
the "Reich Citizenship Law" and "The Law for 
the Protection of German Blood and German Ho­
nor", Jews were deprived of their being part of 
the German people. Marriages between "Aryans" 
and Jews were from then on forbidden. So called 
"Rassenschaender", Jews who had sexual rela­
tions with "Aryans", were taken to concentra­
tion camps. The population had been psyched 



up for the "Nuremberg Laws" in advance by a big 
press campaign. 

9th/10th November 1938 

During the night of 9th to 10th November 1938, 
the synagogues in the entire German Reich were 
burning. The pogrom night was preceded by an 
anti-Jewish propaganda campaign. The National 
Socialists were convinced ofhaving secured their 
power after the "Munich Agreement" of Septem­
ber 1938. They were finally able to start the long­
planned systematic expulsion and extermination 
of the Jews without having to consider political 
pressure from abroad. The assassination of the 

Because of alleged 
danger of collapse, 
the NS-authorities 
ordered the 
blasting of the 
synagogue in Hin­
denburgstrasse. 
On 17th November 
1938, the domed 
building collapsed. 
The )ewish commu­
nity was ordered to 
pay the costs of the 
demolition. 
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At 1.20 a.m. on 10th November 1938, orders for actions to be taken against the )ewish 
population arrived at the local Gestapo office by telex. 
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German embassadorial employee Ernst von Rath 
in Paris by 17-year-old Hersehel Gruenspan was a 
perfeet opportunity to earry out the plan. 

The Main Synagogue of Mainz was set on fire 
in the early morning hours of 10th November. 
The orthodox synagogue in Flaehsmarktstrasse 
was set afire, too. On 10th November, SA- and 
HJ-groups were roaming the streets all day 
long. They looted department stores and shops, 
smashed windows, entered apartments of ]ew­
ish families, destroyed the furniture and threw 
their property out ofthe windows. Many sehools 
were closed in order to let the students partiei­
pate in the work of destruetion. 

Dr. Eugen Mannhei­
mer (middle, with 
Ernst Siegel, left, 
and Werner Rosen­
feld), principal of 
the Jewish District 
Schoo!. His apart­
ment at Rosengar­
ten 17 was devasta­
ted on 10th Novem­
ber, too. Among 
the intruders were 
some of his former 
students at the 
grammar schoo!. On 
the following night, 
Dr. Mannheimer and 
his wife Hedwig 
committed suicide. 
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The smear campaign 
had its effects. Soon, 

the signs saying "Jews 
unwelcome" were 
also put up in the 
River Rhine Swim-

ming Pools of Mainz. 

Newspaper adver­
tisements announ­

cing that a Jewish 
enterprise had 

been taken over 
by an "Aryan" were 

nothing unusual 
after 1934. 

The Elimination of the Jews from the Economy 

Ousting the lews from the German economy 
was one of the primary goals of National Social­
ist policies. Jews occupied an influential position 
in German economic life. The elimination of the 
]ewish competitors was welcomed by large parts 
of the population. In order to ruin the ]ewish en­
terprises, the National Socialists would stop at 
nothing. Propagandist reports on alleged crimes, 
like wine doctoring and the like, are just some 
examples. As the constitutional state was no lon-

Wir haben das bekannte Texlilkaufhaus 

Daniel Mann. Markt 23-29 
käuflich erworben und führen es als rein arisches Unternehmen unter der Fa. 

KaUfh9aI.LCi. 
weiler. f Neben aufmerksamer Bedienung durch unser r"chkundig:es 
Personal betrachten wir es als unsere vornehmste Aufgabe, nur gule 
Qualitätswaren zu vorleilh"flen Preisen zu führen. 

Wir legen Wert auf Ihr Urteil und laden "lIe Mainzer zu einer zwang­
losen Besichtigung unseres Hauses ein. 

NeueröHnung Dienstag mittag 3 Uhr f 
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Denunciatory announcement in a Mainz newspaper. People who continued to do business 
with Jews or who remained loyal to their Jewish employers were named in the papers. 

The label "German 
Store" was a means 
to teach customers 
not to shop in Jewish 
stores. 
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ger in operation, the accused were not able to 
successfully defend themselves at court. 

"Aryanization" and Exploitation by the State 

It was the ultimate goal of the anti-]ewish 
economic policy to convert all]ewish enterprises 
into property of Non-]ews. This large-scale ex­
propriation program was called "Aryanization". 
In the beginning, the ]ewish owners were still 
aIlowed to seIl their business for a fairly reason­
able price and they could look for a buyer on 
their own. However, the pressure continually in­
creased. By 1938, there were only forced sales for 
underrated prices fixed by the authorities. After 
the pogrom of 9th/10th November 1938, lews 

The draper's shop of the brothers Hamburg at the Höfchen Square was "Aryanized", too. 
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were prohibited to run any business. The re­
maining Jewish enterprises became "Aryanized 
by force". What is more, the state used "legal" 
means to systematically deprive the Jews of their 
property. They had to pay a "flight tax" when 
leaving the country. After the November pogrom 
the German Jews were collectively charged an 
extra tax of one billion Reichsmark, declared as 
"expiation". All financial assets and other invest­
ments had to be deposited on frozen accounts. 
Most emigrants started their new life abroad in 
poverty. 

Anti-Semitic float at the Shrove Monday carnival procession in 1936. The 
Mainz carnival also took active part in slandering the Jewish competitors. 
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The Laub family from 
Mainz. Their children 
were sent to Holland 
in a children's trans­

port. The parents and 
one brother were 

murdered, the other 
siblings survived in 

Dutch hideouts. 

IV/Tablet 3 

Emigration 

Reacting on growing discrimination and perse­
cution after 30th January 1933, a lot of German 
Jews decided to emigrate. Young people in par­
ticular no longer believed in having a future in 
their horne country. Of course, their older re­
latives found it even harder to leave Germany. 
They considered themselves "good Germans " 
and feIt bound to the country by their jobs, their 
culture and society. A lot of countries c10sed 
their borders to the emigrants. The worldwide 
economic crisis continued to have an effect. En­
try visas were often dependent on affidavits and 
guaranteed money. Of the almost 500.000 Jews 
living in the German Reich in 1933, an estimated 
269,000 Jews had left the country before the Na­
zis stopped emigration in 1941. 
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Jewish Self-Help 

After 1933, the assistance for emigrants became 
one of the primary tasks of jewish self-help 
organizations. Zionistic organizations had be­
gun already in the 1920s to train young people 
on farms to prepare them for the harsh living 
conditions in Palestine. After 1933, the "Youth­
Alijah", immigration of young people into Pal­
estine, was systematically promoted by jewish 
organizations in Germany. 

Overseas Emigration 

The majority of ]ewish immigrants were re­
ceived by the United States. However, they were 
only admitted if they had relatives or friends liv­
ing in the U.S. who gave them an affidavit, and 
every year only a limited number of immigrants 
from different European countries was allowed 
to enter the country. Thus , it was not unusual 
that emigrants had to wait for years to get the 

In the market garden 
of the vocational 
college of the Jewish 
community in Frank­
furt on the Main, 
young people were 
trained before going 
to Palestine. 
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Arnold Weiss (*1921), son of Julius Weiss, livestock dealer from Hechtsheim, and his 
wife Elisabeth, emigrated to the United States in 1939. In August 1945, he came back 
to Hechtsheim for the first time as an American soldier and was joyfully greeted by 
Eva Schwinn, the former housekeeper of the Weiss family. She had secretly supported 
his parents until the end. 

Margret Heidenheimer just before her 
departure for England in a children's 
transport in spring 1939. 

visas. About 400 Jews from Mainz 
were admitted to the United 
States. For many immigrants, 
especially academics, it was far 
from easy to find jobs. Their 
university degrees were not 
recognized. Language difficulties 
and cultural differences added to 
render the situation even worse. 

The Emigration to Palestine 

In spite of the rigorous immi­
gration restrictions by the Bri­
tish mandatory government, 
Palestine, after the United Sta­
tes, became the most important 
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Fritz Klein (now: 
Jitzak Kali), was born 
in Mainz in 1918. 
With the help of a 
student's certificate 
he emigrated to Pal­
estine in March 1939. 
He built a new life for 
himself in the settle­
ment of Beth Meir by 
setting up a fruit and 
poultry farm there. 

Fritz Klein (right) with 
one of his sisters and 
friends, carnival in 
Mainz in 1924 
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• 

List e ~er aus dem Gebi et Hess en seit 

November 1938 aus gewande rt en Kinde r. 

1f de . Nr . Name Geburtstag 
h*~t 

1- Abraham, Hilde I /0~~ . 16 . 5. 24 
2 . All1er ,Hanne1or e 'fU,~·J.cJ"ß . 4 . 27 
3 . Berenz, sus~e,;f,4'-'».k&10 . 27 
4. Be ttmann ,Max ...... -jl,.,'I- . 11 . 25 
5. Booklnann, Fred,3?t.~ t.",.; 3;1.",7 . 31 
6 . BOdenhe imer , EVa,ti;',""_~o . 4 . 24 
7 . Buch, Günt her,Mz . 1. 3 . 24 
8 . Dahle r bruch ,Manf r ., Darmst . 
9 . Frank , Manfred , 1.10 . 24 

Bad- Neuheim 
10 . Fridbe r g , Trude ,Mz. 23.5.24 
11 . Friedroann , Mart in ,Mz . 3 . 1.24 
12. Gebhardt,p~emarie,Mz . 5. 5. 27 
13 . Gebhardt , Ott Erich,Mz . 5. 7.30 
14 . Grünfe1d , Hanne1or e , 10 . 3 . 31 

Darms tadt 
15 . Griinfeld ,Margct , Da rmst . 23 . 9 . 29 
16 . Heinamann,Bertram ,Mz. 27.624 
17. HesS,Ruth, HUttenges. 10. 5. 26 
18 . Hess ,Sitty, ~ 29·4. 24 
19 · Heumann, I rmgard ,Mz. 28. 6 . 26 
20 . Haumann , Ruth, Mz . 5.8.24 
21. Hil1er,Rut h, Benshm . 3 .1. 28 
22 . Hi11er ,Sigbe rt, Bens~. 14 . 10.29 
23 . Hir sch ,Erich ,Freilau-13.12 . 25 

bershul. 
24. Höchster , Grete Lauterb . 22.11.24 
25 . Höchster,Hans " 22.11.24 
26 . Joseph,Inge ,Damrst . 10 . 9.25 
27 . lsaak,Anneliese , Wallert- 27.1.30 

heim 
28 . Israel, Werner ,Mz. 31.12 · 30 
29 . Jungermann , Er ich, Mz . 8 . 9.23 
30 . Jungermann, Mar got ,Mz . 30 . 9 . 24 
31. Junker ,Ruth , Gr. Karben 8 . 1 . 26 
32. Kahn,Thea,Dar mst . 5.4.25 
33 . Kapp, luge ,Mainz 20 . 12.28 
34. Kapp , Ruth, " 20 . 12.28 
35. Katz , Herbert , ~z . 29 . 2 . 29 
36 . Klaus , lVel'lBll ,IIil1esheim 21. 9 . 28 
37 . Lamm ,Kurt,Homberg 29 . 7.24 
38 . Levy ,Arthur, Gedern 29 . 9.24 
39 . Levy,Rosi, 29 . 9 . 24 
40 . Levy ,Ernst ,Mz . 31.1.29 
41. Levy,Eugen,Mz. 23.3 . 26 

wann: wohin : 

8 . 12. 38 Belgien x 
4 . 1. 39 Sohweiz 
4. 1.39 Sohweiz 
4 . 1. 39 Sohweiz 
4. 1. 39 Sohweiz 
4 . 1. 39 .Schweiz 
5.1.39 England \( 
27 .12 .38 Holland 
4 . 1.39 Sch'lleiz 

5.1. 39 England Y 

4 .1.39 Sohweiz y 

5. 1. 39 England y 

5.1. 39 Engl and y 

21.12.38 Belgien 

21.12 . 38 Belgien 
5. 1.39 Bngland X-
4 . 1 . 39 Schweiz 
4 . 1.39 Sohweiz 
13 . 12.38 Holland X 
13 .1 2.38 Holland Y 
23 .12.38 Holl and 
23 .12. 38 Holland 
4 ·1. 39 Sohweiz 

4.1. 39 Sohweiz 
4.1 · 39 Sohweiz 
l2 . 1. 39 Belgien 
4 . 1.39 Schweiz 

4 . 1.39 SchweiZ X 
5.1. 39 England .Y 

5. 1.39 hgland x 
4 . 1. 39 Schweiz 
27 . 12 . 38 Holland 
4 .1. 39 Schweiz l<" 

4.1.39 Schweiz X' 

22 . 12 . 38 Frankreioh \.-
8.1.39 Frankreioh 
4 . 1. 39 Sohweiz 
4.1.39 Schweiz 
4 . 1.39 Sohweiz 
4 .1. 39 Schweiz )(' 
4 . 1. 39 Schwe iz ;v 

A list of children from Mainz, who left the country in children's transports. Among the 
receiving countries were especially England, the Benelux Countries and Switzerland. 



country to take in emigrants. Until 1941, 55,000 
German emigrants found a new home there. 

Children's Transports 

Between 1933 and 1938, many Jews had sent on 
ahead their adult children so that they should 
make a living abroad. The rest of the family 
was to follow later. After the shocking events of 
9th/10th November 1938, however, it was now 
the main concern to get the younger children 
to a safe place. Several countries agreed to help. 
The boys and girls were taken abroad with so­
called children's transports. After arriving they 
were placed in children's hornes or in host fami­
lies. A large number of them did never see their 
parents again ... 

Last Resort: Shanghai 

Prom Novem.ber 1938 on, emigration was becom­
ing ever more difficult. There had been a sharp 
rise in the number of emigration requests and 
the wait for visas and passages was becoming 
longer and longer. During the war, most of the 
connections to overseas countries were closed. 
The only place on earth which did not demand 
entry visas was Shanghai. The Chinese port 
could be reached overland via the Trans-Siberian 
Railway. This was the last escape for numerous 
refugees like Gertrude Salomon from Mainz. 
18,000 European emigrants lived in Shanghai. 
After the Japanese attack on the United States 
at Pearl Harbour, the Shanghai emigrants were 
forced to live in a ghetto by the Japanese. 
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On shutting the door 

Often, when I leave horne, 
I think of you, 
How youCi have shut the door 
That last time 
They Jetched you out at dawn. 

What fears would prophesy, 
What intimations 
Could fo re tell the terrors 
Of those plains, 
The herding into ash? 

Or maybe, you looked round 
As ifbefore 
A holiday, leaving 
No trace of dust, 
No crumbs for pests, no moths 

In cupboards, carpets; 
Covered the chairs, 
The settee from the glare 
Of light and sun, 
Turned off the water, gas ... 

Lotte Kramer, nee Wertheimer, left Mainz in July 1939 in one 
of the last children's transports to England. There, she and 
other girls were supported by the Quakers and cared for by 
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Beim Schließen der Tür 

Oft, wenn ich das Haus verlasse, 
Denke ich an dich, 
Wie du die Tür zugemacht hättest 
Jenes letzte Mal, 
Als sie dich im Morgengrauen abholten. 

Welche Ängste hätten prophezeit, 
Welche Anzeichen 
Konnten die Schrecken vorhersagen 
Jener Ebenen, 
Des in die Asche Getrieben werdens ? 

Oder schautest du dich um 
Wie vor 
Einem Urlaub, um 
Keine Spur Staub zu hinterlassen, 
Keine Krümel für Ungeziefer, keine Motten 

In Schränken, Teppichen; 
Die Stühle, das Sofa zugedeckt 
Vor der Grelle 
Des Lichts und der Sonne, 
Das Wasser abgedreht, das Gas ... 

their teacher Sophie (ahn from Mainz. Today, Lotte Kramer is a 
well-known poetess. In many of her poems she dealt with the 
subject of the Holocaust. 
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O'ELn:SCILFS REI C H 

I' 

Passport of Gertrude Salomon with the transit visa for Manchuria. 
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IV/Tablet 4 

From Discrimination to the Holocaust 

Increasing Deprivation of Rights and Exclusion 

The lews still living in Mainz after 1938 were 
for the most part of the middle and older gen­
erations. 40 % of them were older than sixty 
years. They had long hesitated to leave their 
ho me country. Now they hardly had a chance to 
emigrate. In Germany, however, they were ever 
more brutally deprived of their human rights 
and dignity. A clear marldng was to ensure com­
plete exclusion from society. In August 1938, 
all ]ewish men had to add "Israel" to their first 
name; ]ewish women had to add "Sara". On 5th 
October 1938, the marking of jewish passports 
with a "r was ordered. 

Otto Hirsch from 
Mainz, who was 
married to a non­
Jew and had been 
awarded the Iron 
Cross in World War I, 
was also arrested 
and deported in 
the spring of 1943. 
In September, the 
official news of his 
death of "pleurisy" 
arrived from Ausch­
witz. 
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There followed an endless number of orders and 
prohibitions causing the exclusion of Jews from 
public and culturallife, a continuous robbing of 
their belongings, a calculated undersupply with 
food and the refusal of doctors to treat Jews. Fur­
thermore, Jews were forbidden to go to theatres, 
concerts and cinemas. They were only allowed to 
shop in a few stores and were put on shorter ra­
tions. They had to hand in their jewelry and pre­
cious metals, also their cars, radios, skis, climb­
ing boots, woolens, furs, typewriters, bicycles, 
cameras , binoculars and electrical appliances 
were seized by the authorities. Jews were no lon­
ger allowed to have phones 01' pets, buy news pa­
pers or use public transport. At the beginning of 
the war, Jews were put under a strict curfew and 
they were concentrated in "Jew Houses". They 
were not allowed to leave their town without 
prior permission by the police. 

In September 1941, the final stigmatization of 
the Jews was ordered by means of a police regu­
lation. For every Jew aged six years or more, it 
was forbidden to appear in public without wear­
ing the yellow Star of David. 

Information of the Jewish community of Mainz on ways to acquire Stars of David. 
Instructions on how to apply and wear the badge. 

Kennzeic hen 
.EinGbescilI'änkt~ Anz >l . .'ll "on Kennzeic h~n i st ,>'i"de r . l ing~troff3h, 
Unsar·e M it gl i~d3r' können die-s a am Monte'g und Pi~ns~ag g31 egen t lioh 
dat:' Ausg abe J0r Kar· t off e l ~usW"'"Jise und Sfo.~ifunk(;.!'ter_ .u ~ f ".;hs e ~o r B3-
zi rksste!le 22 gege~ ~ahlung von RM.O . 10 jus Stü~~ bz:i ~ ~en . 
Wi r v.e ~'weisen in t i e s am ZUS:dr,!ll.en hang nochmals t\U f Fol gendes : 
1.D.i€) !tannZol1CiHli ! sind auf dzr linken 13rustseite , etwa i n H. ~ r·zhö h ;" 

~u f ~ 9m Kldidan~sstück f ~ st eUfgB näht , jederzeit sichtbsr zu 
t ragen . Jede V p. ~dc c kung des Kennze i chens ist unzuläss i~. I 

2 . Die Kennzeichen sind sorgfiltig zu beha ndeln ,da dia !rsa tzbeschaf-
funs' Schwierigkeiten be r eitet . . 

3 . Be i!!l Aufnähen des Ker:llzeiche na '",uf d'O'.s Klei dur, r,'>s t ück is t de:> 
üb ep des K-=lEl ze: ehen (Jud an st"rn ) l:inaust' agende Stcf f r und umzu­
scliJ.agea . 

4.Unte~ öffentlichkei t 'ist jeiep Ort zu v9rstehen , an dem Qii z um 
Tr ag en dc'S. Kcnn z e i c her.s veppfl icht et~r Judz e i ner Pe r s on begeg ­
rren kann , dLe Ti !.cht· ZU ' s e i ne!TI Höushalt gehört .. 

5 .. Lu:ftschutz!·E~U~J; a,.1'!h solch~ fÜl" .Ju d~n,gelt8n in jdd em FalJe a ls 
Offent l ic:hk:= i ~ . 
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The Gestapo-Office in Kaiserstrasse 31 -
a Terrifying Place 

All the new regulations, prohibitions and orders 
were sent to Michel Oppenheim, the Mainz con­
tact ofthe Reich's Representation of Jews in Ger­
many, by the local branch of the Gestapo Darm­
stadt. He had to pass on the orders, regulations 
and also warnings to the community members. 
In a diary, he put down a chronic1e of the daily 
humiliations. 

If somebody had committed a more serious 
offence against one of the innumerous regula­
tions and special laws, he was summonned to 
the Gestapo office in Kaiserstrasse 31. Such sum­
mons were greatly feared by the Jews as it could 
me an immediate confinement in a concentra­
tion camp. 

• • 

Kaiserstrasse 31, 
office ofthe Mainz 
Gestapo, a local 
branch of the Darm­
stadt state police 
department. 

Adam-Karrillon-Street 13 (corner house, middle of the picture). It was one of the 
so-ca lied jew Houses in which the lews of Mainz were forced to live fram 1939 on. 
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The "Final Solution" 

In October 1941, the emigration of lews from 
Germany became prohibited. At the Wannsee 
Conference of 20th January 1942, representa­
tives of all Reich authorities, the NSDAP, the po­
lice and the SS decided on what became known 
as the "Final Solution" i.e. the systematic mur­
der ofthe European]ews. The deportations were 
cynically called "resettlements" or "change of 
domicile". 

The First Mass Deportation to Piaski 
on 25th March 1942 

The first transport from Hesse started on 25th 
March 1942 in Darmstadt. Ofthe 1,000 Jews who 
were deported on that day, 468 were from Mainz. 
In the days before, a large number ofpeople had 

The gym of the Goethe-School was one of the assembly points for the mass deporta­
tions. From there, the Jews of Mainz had to walk to the freight station in the Momba­
cher Strasse or were taken there in trucks. From there, they were taken to Darmstadt 
by train before they were deported to concentration camps. 
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Postkarte 
(Antwortkarte) 

~F- i ,l; n<;:'/h..y /;: ~ .2 /. 
Sh.n;···H~~~~r,:Q;bM~-~i( Stodwcrk oda- ·P0Sbd.1idIfa.;· 

During the first weeks, messages from Piaski arrived in Mainz. As of May 1942, the 
writing of letters was forbidden by the Gestapo. 

With the transport of 27th September, all patients and staff members of the )ew­
ish hospital at the Gonsenheimer Strasse were "resettled" to Theresienstadt. 
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committed suicide. The transport headed to the 
small Polish town of Piaski, which is situated 
east ofLublin. Lublin had originally been a ghet­
to for Polish lews. Men and women who were 
able to work were forced to do hard labor there. 
A great many of the people died of hunger or 
diseases. The remaining Jews from Hesse were 
taken to the extermination camps of Belzec or 
Sobibor in the summer of 1942 and murdered 
there. 

The "Change of Domicile" to Theresienstadt 
of 27th September 1942 

On 27th September, 1,288 lews, among them 453 
from Mainz, were deported to Theresienstadt. 
This garrison town in Czechoslovakia was set up 
by the National Socialists as a 'model camp'. Par­
ticularly older people, veterans of World War I 
and war-disabled men were taken there. There 
were no gas chambers in Theresienstadt. Still, 
numerous people died there of hunger and epi­
demie diseases . Many thousands were transport­
ed further to Auschwitz and other extermina­
tion camps in order to be murdered there. 

The Deportation to Poland of 30th September 1942 

In the third mass transport of 30th September 
1942, another 883 Jews from Hesse were deport­
ed to Poland. Among them were 178 lews from 
Mainz. It is likely that they were immediately 
murdered after their arrival in Auschwitz or 
Treblinka. In the spring of1943, another 80 lews 
from Mainz were deported to Theresienstadt or 
the labor and extermination camp Auschwitz­
Birkenau. Only a few]ews, married to non-lews, 
stilllived in Mainz, constantly fearing imminent 
arrest and deportation. 
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Ud. Zuname Wld 
Nr • Ge b lU'tsname 

1 2 

Listen der aus He1ts en im llärz 1942 
abgewanderten Jllden'. 

Vorname 
Wld Berllf 

3 

Fam- GeblU'tsdatum 
stand Wld -Ort 

4 5 

\'lohn ort 
Wld \'IahnWlg 

6 

779 Löwens:t e i n Karl J . 
Kfm . 

ledig 26.11.1906 
I.:ewit 

.:ainz , Frauenlobstr. ' 

780 Löwensberg 

781 Löwensberg 
geb. Baumgarten 

782 Löwenthal 

Adolt J . verh . 30 . 6 .1911 
fuälzer u.Brauer Mainz 

Hann elore S. verh. 11.10.1919 
Schneiderin ~inz 

Ku.rt J. 
Vertreter 

verh. 18. 5.1891 
Wie sbad,en 

783 Löwenthal Rösi S. 
geb. Schlessinger Hausfrau 

verh. 26. 4.1896 
Berlin 

Ruth S. ledig '25.12.1923 
Kindergärtnerin Mainz 

784 Löwenthal 

{85 

786 

787 

788 

789 

790 

791 

792 

793 

794 ' 

795 

796 

797 

Löwenthal r ,Margot ' S. ledig 
~d;;n.v. l~(lt/~:" ,t .. '." ( 

26. 8.1929 
Mainz 

/..el!((~!~ --:.~f(..;!, 1.. -:" v . 
Lumb . t~rg&rethe S.gesch. 17. 1.1901 

NUrnbe,rg 

Lumb 

lJe.nn 

L:ann 
geb . Mann 

!.Iannheimer 

Kontoristin 

Heidi S. ledig 18.10.1935 
Essen 

otto J. verh. 29. 5.1888 
Friedhofsarbeiter Osthofen 

Sabine S. 
Hausfrall 

Erna S. 
Hausfrau 

verh . 29. 7.1892 
Hahnheim 

·,'1 ,,:0 . 

ledig '0' 16. 9.1892 
Mainz 

Gllthmann <>h UJh f~Bertha S. verw. 18. 1.1884 
Ermreuth geb. Was sermann Hausfrau'" 

l11ti /la; Nlll t -:t .. d i 

!.:arum Frieda S. 
öausfrall 

l edig 21. 7.1892 
Sprendlingen 

ll:arum Paula S. 
Hausfrau 

ledig 21.10.1890 
sprendlingen 

ltarx Bernhard J. 
Iiiindler 

verh . 8. 5 .1 882 
lla llhe im 

l>larx Bertha S. 
geb . Berney rlausfrau 

verh. 2. 7.1889 
Obergimpern 

L.:arx Erika S. 
Iiausangest. 

,ledig 12. 6.1921 
Nallheim 

I~arx Llargot S. 
Hallsange st • 

ledig 18 . e .1 923 
Nallhe i m 

285 

One page of the deportation list of 25th March 1942 

Grebenstr.12 

Adam Karril­
lonstr. 13 

Tallnusstr.45 

IJitternacht 
1 5/10 

lditternacht 
j 5/10 

Bonifazillestr 
3 

Zanggasse 21 

Adam Karril­
lonstr. 58 

Große Bleich, 
36 
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•• Deutsches Rotes Kreuz 
Präsidium / Auslandsdienst 

Berlin SW 61. BIßcherplata 2 
404489 

ANTRAG 
an die Agence Gentrale du Pristmmers eh Ouerre, Genf 

- InternationaleS Komitee Tom Roten Kreuz -
auf Nachriclitenvermittlung 

REQUETA 
eh la Groix-Rouge Allemande, Presidenoe, &rvice Etranger 

Cl. l'Agence Gentrale du Pristmniers eh Ouerre, Geneve 
~ ' - Comite International de lil Oruix-Rouge-

eoncernant La eorrespondanee 

1. Absender T f T 1 K' ,. " ... Gose· 'i,s-rae - .L·e~il·· iJlain1} .... 
Expediteur G01.lsenbeim~rstrasse 13 

•••••••••• -"t •••••• _ .... .. ..... . 

'J bittet, an ' 
prie de bien vouloir faire parvenir a 

Verwanduehaftsgrad: .. . Sohn .. " ! - .. .. .. .. .. 

.. -

2. Empfänger 

Destinataire 
. .Fr.i tz .Justin..7.J..ei.n,/;/C Sal.1y.. E.ecat· ... 

.l:e:r.us31ern'rNew~ J-aakol,ll.P. ,0,:0..1-0 f' 

.... " .... c..F?H~ßti~~ ....... . 
folgandes zu übermitteln / ce qui suit: 

(Hllc:,.lU.hJ 26 Worte I) . 
tlS mol8 .u plu.t) 

Dein ~rief setr erfreut.Kurz v 
Omsiedelu~g mit D3nzem Haus.Unterichte dich 
unser Vloh1ergehen ,Gesundbei t . .i3ezcrgnebmend 
Lriefe Gesc ewi ster .Erwiec1ere Grlisse. Opnenhei:ne: 

;' Grü.sse Kiisse'; , '" 
. :.: ' '1:.:;;16: T . . ,\At} 

E 1 tg:i . ' 1") ;~j \.JJ~-.~ 
AL-oo'A.Y ·· ~/y 

( nteachrift I SigMlli/'II) 

' . / .J '1 
(Datum f dale) 16.9.42 

. a. Empfänger antwortet ;m1seitig 
Destinataire rtPond au Vet'"80 ~1" #}t~~-

, ~t 

Just before being "resettled" to Theresienstadt, the administrators of the Mainz 
Jewish hospital, Josef and Hedwig Klein, sent a last message via the Red Cross to 
their son Fritz who had emigrated to Palestine. 
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V/Tablet 1 

A Difficult Start 

Introduction 

At the end of the war in the spring of 1945, the 
once thriving ]ewish community of Mainz was 
no longer in existence. When U.S. troops liberat­
ed the city on 22nd March 1945, only 61 of the 
one-time 2,600 lews in Mainz were still living 
there. Very few had survived in the concentra­
tion camps or returned from emigration. In Oc­
tober 1945, the ]ewish community ofMainz was 
reestablished. In 1947, a provisional synagogue 
was set up in the Feldberg School. An active 
community life slowly developed during the 
following years. The community-owned, partly 
destroyed building in the Forsterstrasse 2 was 
reconstructed in 1952. This house was to serve 
the new]ewish community as a centre for many 
years. For a long time, the community counted 
only 120 members. At the beginning of the nine­
ties an unexpected development set in. Since 

Permit of the 
French military 
government to re­
establish the Jewish 
com munity of Mainz 

GOW;;rÜtE LI UIE'.l: 
D.U CERCL3 PS llhY'EICE 

~yence . 10 17 6ktobcr·1945 

n::TAClU!!.IEIIT "E" 
SERV!C~~ Du L SU~?E 

R6t . : Lt . WSECU 
.!.1!.7.1T. 

An Herrn Reg1erungorat 
~chel Oppenbe1n 

a 1 n z 
Im Stffiaw1ncort 19 

==:.!:.!. lfeublldur~1 der jUdtschen Ge_tilde in !!a1nz 

In Bean~ort~~ Ihrea Schre100ns vom 17 . d . to . erteile ioh 
hnen h1em1t 1\10 Xrlaubn1e zur l'I'eubildune der jllUioohen 

Ge!llc1n6.e, ~la1n::. ":1no diesboz:.tallcho Versaamlu.nc lt.::Jl..'l o1nbG­
rll1'en 'l'Ierden. 

V.; L1eutexumt LlliYBLUl' 
O~1c1er des 3erv1ceu do In ~aret6 

au Gouvernoaollt ll1 t&11'. 

cez . Unterocbrl!t. 
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Four-year-old )onny 
Waldmann (left) in 

July 1945 shortly 
after the return from 

the Theresienstadt 
concentration camp. 

He and his parents 
had survived. 

that time, a eertain number of lews from coun­
tries of the former Soviet Union was allowed 
to immigrate to Germany every year. Some of 
the migrants eame to Mainz so that today, the 
loeal Jewish community comprises more than 
1.100 members. When the rooms at Forsterstras­
se 2 were not big enough any longer the idea was 
taken up again to build a new synagogue. 

The traees of ]ewish life and culture in Mainz 
had been almost eompletely obliterated by the 
reign of the National Socialists. In the last five 
deeades , however, efforts were made to keep the 
history and tradition of the onee famous "Ma­
genza" from being forgotten, and to foster re­
coneiliation. The eities of Mainz and Haifa have 
become twin towns, the Chagallwindows of 
St. Stephen's Chureh give evidenee ofthe ]ewish­
Christian dialogue, the small synagogue in 
Mainz-Weisenau has been renovated. Surviving 
Mainz Jews from all over the world were invited 
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to their horne town and attended the "Reunion 
Weeks". Furthermore, there are ]ewish studies 
at Mainz University, and students from Mainz 
schools are engaging in numerous activities 
dealing with the ]ewish history ofMainz and the 
Holocaust. 

In remembrance of 
the Jews murdered 
by the National 
Socialists, a com ­
memorative plaque 
was unveiled on 6th 
December 1947. 
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MichelOppenheim 
(1885- 1963) had 

st udied law and was 
a senior civil servant 
at the district admi-

nistration in Mainz 
before 1933. He was 
one of the surviving 

Jews fram Mainz and 
was appointed as 

head of the culture 
department of the 

City of Mainz in 1945. 

V/lablet 2 

Spring 1945 

When Mainz was liberated by U.S. troops on 
22nd March 1945, only 61 lews were still living 
in the city. Another 24 Jews returned to Mainz in 
July 1945; they had survived the concentration 
camp ofTheresienstadt and were initially lodged 
in a provisional building of the Municipal Hos­
pital. 

Request for the Reestablishment of the Jewish 
Community 

On request of Dr. Michel Oppenheim, the French 
military government on 17th October 1945 per­
mitted the reestablishment of the ]ewish com­
munity. On 9th November 1945 about twenty 
people gathered in the temporary townhall at 
the "Pulverturm" to discuss the subject. Max 
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Waldmann was elected first head of the new 
community. The primary task at that time was to 
care for those members of the community who 
had returned from the concentration camps and 
were in need of food, clothes and lodgings. As­
sistance in restitution cases was also provided. 

Provisional Synagogue in the Feldberg School 

Due to its low number of members, the reestab­
lished community's religious life developed 
rather slowly. In the beginning, the community 
assembled in their chairman's livingroom in Au­
gustusstrasse 4. In 1947, with help ofthe French, 
the gym hall of the Feldberg School was conver­
ted into a synagogue. It was solemnly dedicated 
on 10th September 1947 by the French army­
Rabbi Kalifa. Now, the community of Mainz was 
finally able to hold services again. 

Dedication of the 
Synagogue in the 
Feldberg School on 
10th September 1947. 
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Columns of the 
entrance hall of the 

former synagogue 
in Hindenburg­

strasse. They were 
discovered during 

construction works 
and set up as a 

memorial in 1988. 

V/labtet 3 

A New (ommunity (entre in Forsterstrasse 2 

After the property in the Hindenburgstrasse had 
been sold, on which were the remains ofthe Main 
Synagogue that had been destroyed in 1938, the 
]ewish community rebuilt its house in Forster­
strasse 2. It had been damaged by bombs during 
the war. The administration of the ]ewish com­
munity had already been housed in this build­
ing before the war. Part of it was now used as 
ahorne for ]ewish senior citizens. Furthermore, 
a small oratory was installed in 1952 where the 
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services of the community could now be held. 
In the same year the Purim Ball was held for the 
first time since a long period. 

The Development in the 19605 and 19705 

In 1960, Alfred Epstein from Mainz returned 
from emigration. He was appointed as secretary 
of the jewish community of Mainz and was elec­
ted chairman in 1965. He held this office until 
1978. During these years, the community conso­
lidated. At the age of 75, Alfred Epstein retired 
from active business. At the beginning of the six­
ties there had been plans to build a large syna­
gogue on the neighbouring site. However, as the 

19 .......... 
.... --

The Jewish commun­
ity house in Forster­
strasse 2 
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community comprised only 112 members the 
plans were dropped, the more so as the financial 
situation was far from encouraging when Alfred 
Epstein was appointed as secretary. Instead, the 
community decided to enlarge the existing ora­
tory. On 27th March 1966, this prayer room was 
solemnly dedicated in the presence ofthe rabbis 
Dr. Lichtenfeld and Prof. Dr. Roth as wen as can­
tor Leibowicz. 

View of the enlarged oratory in the community house 
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V/Tabtet 4 

New Future Prospects 

In 1978, Prof. Dr. Gerrard Breitbart was elected 
chairman of the ]ewish community, succeeding 
Alfred Epstein. In 1996, Esther Epstein took over 
this office. She had been working as secretary of 
the local community for thirty years. 

The number of members of the ]ewish com­
munity rose unexpectedly quickly in the 1990s. 
The Federal Republic of Germany and the CIS 
countries had concluded an agreement allowing 
a certain number of lews to migrate to Germa­
ny from the former Soviet Union every year. The 
first Russian-]ewish family arrived in Mainz in 

Prof. Dr. Gerrard Breitbart ([eft), Esther Epstein and Alfred Epstein at the award cere­
mony for Alfred Epstein. He was awarded the City Seal of Mainz on the occasion of 
his 85th birthday on 14th January 1988. 
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Inauguration of 
the New Syna­

gogue on 3rd Sep­
tember 2010. Dr. 
Fritz Weinschenk 
(in the cent re of 

the photo, to­
gether wit h his 

sons and gra nd­
children), aged 
90, came from 

New York to give 
a speech on be­

half of the former 
MainzJews. 

September 1992. Today, the community has more 
than 1.100 members. As the newcomers had not 
been allowed to practice their religion under the 
Communist regime for seventy years, the com­
munity had to tackle numerous new issues such 
as religious instruction and general integration. 

A New Synagogue for Magenza 

The rooms in Forsterstrasse 2 were no longer 
sufficient for the growing numbers. The idea 
to build a new community center was there­
fore taken up again, supported by the City of 
Mainz. In 1999, an architectural competition was 
held from which the young Cologne architect 
Manuel Herz emerged as a winner, presenting 
an unconventional design. It took more than ten 
years to finally decide on the building site and 
to settle the financial issues. In the end, a board 
of trustees of Mainz residents, supported by the 
City of Mainz and the State of Rhineland-Palati­
nate managed, in a continuous dialogue with the 
]ewish community now headed by Stella Schind­
ler-Siegreich, to surmount all problems. The 
new Mainz Synagogue and community centre 
was erected on the historical site of the Main 
Synagogue destroyed in 1938. It was inaugurated 
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in a big ceremony on 3rd September 2010, at­
tended by numerous celebrities and by 40 Mainz­
born Jews who had come from all over the world 
on this unique occasion. 

The new )ewish community centre and Synagogue erected according to the blue­
print by Manuel Herz. The shape of the building depicts the Hebrew word "Kadosh" 
("holy"). 



108 SECTION V: NEW BEGINNING AND RECONClLlATlON 

Desecration of 
tombstones on 
the new)ewish 

cemetery in Mainz 
in 1974 

V/lablet 5 

Dealing with History 

For lews it was no matter of course to live in 
Germany again after the Holocaust. The deci­
sion to live in this country unfortunately is con­
tinually challenged due to the subliminal right 
wing radicalism, attacks on synagogues and the 
desecration of ]ewish cemeteries. 

On the other hand, during the last fifty years, 
numerous people have tried hard to foster recon­
ciliation and a dialogue between lews and non­
lews. Furthermore, many endeavours are made 
to prevent the traditions ofMagenza, from being 
forgotten. Contributing to these endeavours are 
many organizations, individuals and activities, 
i.e.: numerous history-related projects of Mainz 
schools, exhibitions in the town hall, research 
projects and publications by the historical socie­
ty Verein für Sozialgeschichte Mainz, diverse ac­
tivities of the Mainz churches and other organi­
zations such as the local branch of the German­
Israeli Society, the Society for Christian-]ewish 
Cooperation, of artists and private persollS. 



• 

Jewish Studies in Mainz after 1945 

The university, which was reestablished in 1946, 
also fostered the continuing ofthe old tradition of 
]ewish studies. The old library ofthe ]ewish com­
munity in Mainz had been preserved during the 
reign of the National Socialists by being stored 
in the cellars of the municipallibrary. However, 
it had been subject to water damage. The more 
than 5,500 volumes were taken to Mainz Univer­
sity soon after the war by Professor Dr. Eugen 
Ludwig Rapp. Since then, they are on permanent 
loan by the ]ewish community and are taken 
care of by the Seminar of ]ewish Studies at 

the Department for Protestant Theology where 

• • RECONCILIATION 

The old library of 
the jewish com­
munity at Mainz 
University. It com­
prises more than 
5,500 volumes. 

• • 
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Two volumes from the jewish library: 
jüdischer jugendkalender (Calendar for 
jewish young people) 1929-1930, ed. by 
E. B. Cohn, Berlin 1930 (Sign.U 53) 
Seder Selihot . al-pi seder u-minhag 
qehilla qedusha Warmaisa, Sulzbach 1727 
(Sign. K 24) 

they can be studied. For se­
veral years, Professor Dr. 
Andreas Lehnardt has made 
great efforts to raise money 
in order to restaurate the 
valuable volumes. 

Jewish Writers, Theatre 
Directors and Film Directors 
from Mainz 

Ousting of Jews from public 
life after 1933 had caused 
irrecoverable los ses to the 
German intellectual life. Se­
veral writers and dramatic 
artists from Mainz who had 
already made a name for 
themselves in the 1920s were 
forced to emigrate, too. Alt­
hough most of them did not 
return for good, they reesta­
blished contacts with their 
hometown after 1945. 
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Anna Seghers, born in Mainz as Netty Reiling, had 
been awarded the Kleist Price in 1928. In 1942, she 
came to worldwide fame with her novel "The Sev­
enth Cross" which was published bya Mexican exile 
publisher. After the war she lived in East Berlin but 
occasionally visited Mainz in order to give readings. 
In 1977 she was named honorary citizen by Mainz 
University and in 1981 she was also named honorary 
citizen of her hometown Mainz. 

Carl Zuckmayer was born in Nackenheim and grew 
up in Mainz. In the 19205, he was a very successful 
playwright, with comedies such as "The Happy Vine­
yard" and "The Captain of Koepenick". He emigrated 
to the United States and lived with his familyon 
a farm in Vermont. There, he wrote the play "The 
Devil's General". In 1958, he moved to Saas-Fee in 
Switzerland and often spent time in Mainz. In 1961, 
he was named honorary citizen of Mainz. 

Ludwig Berger, descendant of the well-known Bam­
berger family from Mainz, had started a successful 
theatre career in Berlin and soon devoted himself to 
movies. After his successful UFA-movie "The Waltz­
Dream" he was ca lied to Hollywood but returned to 
Germany in 1931,. He survived the Holocaust with 
the help of a fake passport in Amsterdam. After 
1945 he lived in Bad Schwalbach in the Taunus and 
worked as a theatre, film and radio play director. 

Between World War land 1933, Rudolf Frank worked 
as director and dramatic advisor at numerous re­
nowned theatres and also wrote books. ln 1931, his 
anti-militaristic youth novel "No Hero for the Kaiser" 
was published. After 1933 he emigrated to Vienna 
and from there had to f1ee to Switzerland after the 
"Anschluss" in 1938.ln Switzerland, however, he was 
not allowed to work at a theatre due to his being an 
immigrant. His hometown awarded him the Guten­
berg Medal in 1971. 
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View of Haifa, the 
twin city of Mainz 

V/lablet 6 

Mainz and Haifa - Twin Cities 

The origins of the partners hip between Haifa 
and Mainz date back to 1969 when the munici­
pal authorities of both cities started to organize 
an exchange program for their qualified person­
nel specialised in youth care. At that time it was 
far from usual that there were contacts between 
a German and an Israeli city. In order to step up 
the interchange and come to terms with history, 
the City ofMainz encouraged a partnership. Hai­
fa was an ideal twin city as many emigrated Jews 
from Mainz lived there. For astart, the univer­
sities of both cities made a partners hip contract 
in February 1981. On 31st March 1987, the part­
nership contract of both cities was officially 
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signed, too. With the support of the City of 
Mainz, a "Mainz Library", the youth center 
"Beth Magenza" and a retirement horne which is 
named after the former mayor of Mainz, JockeI 
Fuchs, were opened in Haifa. 

The Weisenau Synagogue 

In the pogrom night of 9th November 1938, the 
Weisenau Synagogue was Ieft almost intact be­
cause a fire would have threatened the neighbour­
ing houses. The small hidden building which 
was used as a shed since 1939 had fallen into ob­
livion after the war. In spite ofits dilapidation, it 
became listed as a protected historical building 
in 1984 and was bought by the City of Mainz in 

The Weisenau 
Synagogue before 
the renovation 
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The dedication of 
the renovated Wei­

senau Synagogue 
by Prof. Leo Trepp 
on 27th May 1996, 
the 900th anniver­
sary of the pogrom 

of 1096 

1987. After a first review, the renovation began 
in 1989 and was organized by the architect Karin 
Bruegmann-Weise. From 1992, she was effective­
ly supported by the "Society for the Promotion 
of the Synagogue Mainz-Weisenau." The exten­
sive renovation was finished in 1996. Rabbi Prof. 
Leo Trepp from Mainz who energetically foster­
ed the dialogue between lews and Christians 
agreed to dedicate the synagogue so that it could 
function as a house of God again. 

A Temporary Return - "Reunion Weeks of Mainz Jews" 

The City of Mainz had begun in the 1970s to 
come to terms with its ]ewish history. Due to the 
city hall exhibitions "Jews in Mainz" in 1978 and 
1979 and "When the last hopes were burned" 
in 1988 an active exchange of letters developed 
between emigrated Jews from Mainz and their 
hometown, creating the idea for an invitational 
program. Between 1991 and 2001, six "Reunion 
Weeks" were held. Several hundredJews coming 
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from Mainz who nowadays live in places all over 
the world accepted the invitation. Some of them 
revisited their hometown for the first time after 
more than fifty years. Each time, on the sched­
ule was a visit to the ]ewish cemetery and an of­
ficial reception in the city hall. In particular, the 
guests valued highly meeting young Germans at 
Mainz schools. 

Reunion Week in Mainz in 1995 



Exhibits 

Exhibits in show cases 

(ase 1 

7 exhibits from the former Museum ofJewish Antiquities 
of Mainz (more exhibits are displayed in the Landes­
museum Mainz) 

- Silver pointer to Torah reading (19th century). 

- Pointer to Torah reading (carved wood). 

- Torah shield, silver (1789). 

- Torah shield, silver, gold (made in Augsburg, 1791). 

- Chanukka candelabra (brass, early 20th century). 

- Besanim-Buechse (spiee container, 19th century). 

Case2 

- The yellow Star of David ("Judenstern"). Every Jew aged 
more than 6 years had to wear this badge after 15th 
September 1941. 

- Photograph: Emma Epstein, m'e Hirsch (17th January 
1874 - 9th February 1956). 

- Paper money from the ghetto Theresienstadt, found 
among the personallegacies of Emma Epstein. She was 
deported to Theresienstadt together with her husband 
Eduard on 27th September 1942. Eduard Epstein died 
there in April 1943, Emma survived and lived in Vevey 
in Switzerland after the war. 

- Book: Bilder aus der Vergangenheit der juedischen Ge­
meinde Mainz (The Mainz Jewish Community in the 
past), Mainz 1903, by Prof. Dr. Siegmund Salfeld (1843-
1926), Rabbi of the Mainz reformed community from 
1880 to 1918. 

- Wedding day shoes, belonging to Maria Hedwig Busch 
who married in 1936. She had bought them in secret 
at the shoe shop Jourdan in Schusterstrasse (at a time 
when non-Jews were not supposed to go to Jewish shops 
any longer) to show her loyalty to the Jewish shop own­
er. She had kept the shoes until she died, with a paper 
note hidden in them telling the story. 

- Back of a te ar-off calendar given to the customers of the 
popular low-price store "Stub's Quelle" at Lotharstras­
se. The shop was ravaged on 10th November 1938. The 



owner Abraham Stub managed to leave the country and 
emigrated to Palestine. 

More exhibits 

- Coulour photograph of Torah scroll with Torah coat 
and Torah shield from the former Museum of jewish 
Antiquities at Mainz (original exhibit at Landesmuseum 
Mainz). 

- Door of the plain Aron (Torah Ark) from the prayer 
room at Forsterstrasse 2 (built in 1952). In 1979, it was 
replaced by a new nicely decorated Torah ArI<. 

- "Gralslicht" (Light of the Holy Grail), Pastel by Karl 
Holz, Mainz, 1932. When the jewish artist had to flee 
from the Nazis he gave this painting to a friend to keep 
it safe, in case "they came to arrest hirn". His fate is 
unknown; we are afraid that he did not survive the 
holocaust. In 2001, his friend's family gave the painting 
to our museum, in memory of Karl Holz. 

- Letter by Thomas Mann, addressed to Dr. Eduard Frank, 
dated lstjune 1941. At the time, they both were in exile 
in the U.S. Dr. Eduard Frank (born in 1857), a medical 
practitioner from Mainz, had founded the "Neubrun­
nenbad", an institute for physiotherapy, in Mainz in 
1903, to treat children suffering from deficiency di­
seases, like scoliosis. He was a member of the Social 
Del110cratic Party, was elected on the City Council for 
many years and was strongly col11l11itted to il11proving 
the children's state ofhealth, in particular ofthe under­
privileged families. After el11igrating to New York at the 
age of 82, he continued to engage in political issues and 
wrote down his vision of a better world order model (on 
the basis of social equality) after that devastating war. 
He sent his draft to the famous writer Thomas Mann 
who answered with a personal hand-written letter. 

- "The Old jewish Cemetery at Mainz III", Drawing by 
Guido Ludes, 1992. 

EXHIBITS 117 
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