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THE RABBINATE OF THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE,
LONDON, FROM 1756-1842.

By C. DuscHINSKY, London.

APPENDIX VII

EXTRACT from Minutes of the Beth Din of Frankfort

relating to the sale of Rabbi Tevele’s house ¢ Zum Griinen
Schild’.
MS. Adler, No. 935, page 187 a.
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APPENDIX VIII

ELEGY on the death of R. David Tevele Schiff, by
Isaac and Zalman Keyzer of London. (Leaflet printed
on one side only. Size 26 x23 cm. In the possession of
Mr. Sigm. Seeligmann in Amsterdam, who kindly copied
it for me.)
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TRANSLATION.

On seeing these writings of the two worthy youths, the
one ten, the other thirteen years of age, sons of my beloved
brother—what they wrote as consolation for their brethren
who mourn their loss, the loss of the multitude (caused) by
the death of their leader, the High Priest David their
Rabbi, my heart spoke to me: Train up the youth in the
way he should go and even when he is old he will not
depart from it (Prov. 22. 6). I have had, therefore, these
words printed, so that they may be inscribed on the tables
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THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE, LONDON—DUSCHINSKY 353

of their hearts and in honour of the above-named pleasing
youths.

Copy of the writing of the youth Isaac, son of Lazar
Keyzer:

London, Tuesday, 24th Kislev, 5552.

On the death of the great Rabbi, famous in his genera-
tion, R. David the Priest, may he rest in peace.

A sound of crying is heard, bitter wailing.

David, King of Israel, is dead, his flock will no more
be led by him, who tended them with love and piety, no
more will they be under his rule on the quiet waters where
they found the blessings of God. Their Shepherd is dead.
He will not lead them any more on the paths of right and
charity. As a father loves his son, his beloved, so he loved
them ; as the eagle watches his nest, so he guarded them.
He saw their failings and reproached them in justice and
kindness. He was averse to sinners, (and still) he was
their true friend.

Woe to thee, London! Is there a pain like thine?
Is there a town in which is to be found a wise like the one
thou didst lose? To what shall I compare thy hurt, what
was thy sin that such has befallen thee? What was thy
transgression that thou didst lose a man whose wisdom
and deeds were all devoted solely to the welfare of his
congregation of his people?

However, on consideration I find consolation (in the
thought) that to the righteous death is the real Good. For
David yet lives in the world where he will live for ever,
where he will not see either violence or sin and sorrow,
for ever will he live in joy! This may console us in our
pain, in the sorrow of our soul, and let us bless the Almighty

in whose hand is death and life.
Isaac, son of Lazar Keyzer.

This content downloaded from
69.115.191.32 on Thu, 07 Oct 2021 23:04:59 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms
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Copy of the writing of Zalman, son of R. Lazar Keyzer.

Tuesday, 24th Kislev, 5552.

On the death of the great Rabbi, famous in his genera-
tion, R. David the Priest, &c.

Glory has left Israel, as their great Rabbi, the righteous
of his generation, the elect one of his people—is dead.
Like sheep without a shepherd, which wander in the desert
and perish of hunger and thirst, a prey to the beasts—so
is a people without a leader and judge erring on the way
(of life) not knowing where to come and where to go. For
this I mourn, but not for the death of the righteous man,
as only his body is dead, but his soul has arrived in a land
where everything is good, there he will reap the fruit of his
piety. Let us be strong and brave therefore— our Rabbi
yet lives in the Eternal world (coming world), there he
will be a good intercessor for us and for his community.

Zalman Keyzer.

Be strong and of good courage you sons of my brother
Eleazar, your father, learn well Torah, Mishna, and Talmud
all your lives. Then God will bless you in everything
according to your own wishes and the wish of your uncle,

Abraham Keyzer.
Amsterdam, 22 Tebeth, 5552
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APPENDIX IX

MS. Adler 2261.

Recto, pp. 1-60. Account of a firm of polishers, Abraham
Michel and L. I. Abrahams. The items are written in
a clear, careful hand, and show the cost of materials,
labour, and ¢ proffet’. The yearly account for 1803 closes
on p. 60 with a profit of £5c9 125. 1034., of which L. A.’s
share is £169 17s. 73d.

The pages verso were used by R. Solomon Hirschel
as book of records for authorizations he gave to Shohetim.
Page 1, verso, contains the undertaking which every appli-
cant had to sign before being authorized by the Rabbi.
It reads:

1. m3p b v 13p v e Dpma R NOY /I NYPR Chnd
Moxw i 5o vy Oex &7 b PP TR Mim
oox o 5 mox timx ’Ow xdya mamxa e Oy
Dno Anex &5 apna nhx &5 por 533 opp Saa wwpd
75 83 nywn nny 5%n 55 Sy xpm awed x> oo
SemEpn PZRTD ATAT TR 73 MM AT anSe " Ta"an
AR "Ama N8O men am & pnb pp mp pieb

Moses Aaron %7

List of Shochetim authorized.
Page 1b.
2. Zevi Hirsch b. Solomon of Simiatel (signed ‘ Mr. Hart
Bidefield’). 1 Heshv. 5583. Bidefield.
3. Moses b. Benjamin. 17 Heshv. 5583.
4. Nahmanb. Z. the Levite (S. Newman, Leeds). 24 Sivan,
5583. Leeds.
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5. Jonah b. Menahem,'® called Jonas Levy. 15 Shebat,
5583. Cincinnati, Ohio, U.S.A.

6. Solomon Israel Hornstein (‘ Mr. H. Solomon Horinstein
in Plymouth’ signed in English). 25 Sivan, 5583.
Plymouth.

7. Simon b. Jehiel Sofer (Engl. signature:)!%* Simion

Jonas. 21 Tammuz, 5583.

Page 2a.

8. Hayyim b. Rabbi Isachar. 1 Ab, 5583.

10.
II.

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18,

A Shohet in Chatham (letter to the same for not
obeying the rules) dated: 17 Ab, 5583.

Page 3a.
Michael Zalman Pollack. 26 Ab, 5583. Plymouth.
Judah Leb. b. Mordecai. 5 Elul, 5583. Norwich
(2 w).
Falk Neumegen. 28 Kislev, 5584. Highgate.

Page 3b.
Abraham b. Sherage Feivish of Semija (N“1yD).
22 Kislev, 5584. Leeds.
Abraham b. Moses Neugass. ¢ Tebet, 5584.
Michael Elijah b. A. of Rawitsch. 11 Sivan, 5584.
Samuel b. Michael. 4 Tammuz, 5584.

Page 4 a.
Zeev Wolf b. M. 8 Tammuz, 5584.
Joseph Benjamin Fishmonger, High St., Worcester.
6 July, 5584 A.M. Worcester (Engl.).

18 The entry reads: I Jonas Levy from Exeter, Devonshire, living at

Cincinnati, State of Ohio United States of America, acknowledge that I have
given my hand to the rules mentioned on the other side. 1Bpn DRI 13 AN
»AY . ¢Jonas Levy, Dirrect for Phillip Symonds Cincinnati, State of

Oh

io. United Statcs of America.’

1»9s The English signatures will in the following be marked by (Engl.).
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19. Zevi Hirsch b. Rabbi David of Bialistock. 17 Tammuz,

5584.
Page 4b.

20. Eliezer ("po....3 2"w?). 1 Ab, 5584.

21.

22.

Nathan b. Meir.! First day of Selihot, 5584. Bedford.

Page 5a.
Judah Leb. b. K. 5"yt p"p25 mmm). 15 Kislev, 5585.

23. Moses b. Zevi Hirsch. 23 Tebet, 5585. Yarmouth.

24

. Jacob Koppel b. D. K. (Engl. ¢ Jacob Koppel Hyman’).
35th day of Omer. Cheltenham.

Page 5b.

25. Moses b. Leb Deutz (Moses Levy) of Frankfort on

Main. 37th day of Omer, 5585. Dover.

26. Jehiel Michael b. Abraham. 4 Heshvan, 5586.
27. Jacob Kish ! (z*p 2371 2py). 7 Heshvan, 5586. Not-

tingham.

28. Benjamin b, Menahem. 13 Kislev, 5586. Brighton.
29. M. Michael (Engl.). Glasgow.

30

Page 6 a.
. Simon b. Ber $*> (Engl. ‘ Simon Campl.). 12 Teb.
5586.

31. Jonathan b. Rabbi Isachar. 11 Shebat, 5586.1%
32. Joseph Abraham b. A. 21 Adar I, 5586. Bristol.
33. Joseph Goldman. Dartmouth.

19 ¢] gave my hand in %3 NYPN to the Revd. Dr. Herschell, that

I will abide with above mentioned Obligation to keep to his orders. Should
I hereafter infringe on them I shall consider myself 511:5 to our Religious

orders.” Sighned by me this day,

LIBTYID D 13 RO,
191 Added: ¢5"3p yw» M3 T DIN3D Nottingham.’
w2 pab (1) vanb B7pn ba 8™ 77 D

VOL. XI. Bb
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Alexander b. Nathan (English: Alexander Jacobs).
29 March, 5586 (1826).

Michael Mordecai b. Nissan. 14 Tammuz, 5586.

Eliezer Lezer b. Mordecai of Lissa. 14 Tammuz, 5586.

Abraham b. Joseph. 10 Ab, 5586.

Salomon Zalman b. A(kiba?) from Saniekova (Carni-
kow?) ywpusen p™a bt by (Engl. Solomon
Sternburgh Glasgow). 16 Ab, 5586. Glasgow.

Page 7a.
Eisik (of) Tiirkheim. 15 Ab, 5586.
L. A. Samson (Engl.). 15 Ab, 5586.
Zevi Hirsch b. Solomon Heilprin. 27 Ab, 5586.
Israel Elijah b. Dov Ber of yw&»ayqa. 5 Heshv. 5587.
Meir Jacob b. Benjamin Benas (#*™3). 10 Kisl. 5587.
Meir b. Rabbi Isaac Statthagen. 28 Elul, 5587.

Page 7b.
Simon b. Rabbi Jacob Leb. 2 Heshv. 5588.1%

Page 8a.

Michael Levi b. R. S. Sofer of Carnikau. 24 Heshv.

5588,
Judah Leb. b. Isahar Levi. 13 Kisl. 5588.

~-— ‘nephew of Simon. he forgot to sign’ (R. Solomon’s
hand).

Mr. W. Abrahams, ‘von Deemens(!) Land’.}* (No date.)

188 Authorized as P porcher; in the Rabbi's handwriting is added

S xm naw meann b e ppr mba &S Yn e M peord.
¢ His declaration reads: ‘I have given my hand to the Revd. Solomon

Hirschele to abide by certain rules which he laid down to me as I am to kill
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59
. Meir Solomon Zalman b. Aryeh Leb of Wladova.

61.
62.

63.

64.
65.
66.
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Alexander b. Eliezer. Hanuccah, 5588. Exeter.
Benjamin b. Rabbi Leb of Hungary. 14 Elul, 5588.
Jehiel b. R. Nathan. 24 Elul, 5588.

Meir b. Samuel. 1st day of Holhamoed Succoth, 5589.
Arjeh b. Jacob (signs as follows: ‘iin in Jamicar’

[Jamaica]). 5 Jan. 5589.

Page g a.
Abraham b. David Berliner.
Gabriel b. — 47th day of Omer, 5589. Portsmouth.
Jacob b. Meir. 14 Sivan, 558¢.
Meir b. Rabbi Judah =wba™s(). 2y p'ey, 5580.
Swansea.

Page g b.
Zeev Wolf b. Rabbi B. of Biale. 20 Heshvan, 5590.

20 Kislev. 5590.
Meyer Lyon of =wopeyd (Engl.). Chichester.
Moses b. Jonah, son-in-law to Mr. Simon. 19 Omer,

5590 (Engl.).

Page 10a.

Abraham b. Isaac Levi (‘the particulars concerning
Gloster I and my father abide by. A. Levy.)
19 Omer 5590 (Engl). Gloucester.

Isaac b. Jacob Wolf. 13 Sivan, 5590.

Michael Levi b. M. 13 Ab, 5590.

Jacob of Copenhagen (n"p 2"ma apy). 5 Tishri, 5591.

poultry.’ Van Diemen’s Land was the name of the Australian Island
Tasmania before the year 1856.

Bb2
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Page 10b.

67. Moses b. Hayyim Sachs (Engl. ‘Moritz Sachs vme
Wp3ppa’). 6 Shevat, 5591.  Canterbury.

68. Abraham b. Rabbi Moses Isaac, Rabbi of Samlin
(PSRt p™1 72"% pny nwp M 2ama Bnman pa, A
Rozenbaum). 14 Omer, 5591.

69. Jacgb b. Meir (Engl.: I Isaac po™25 bmw). 20
Omer, 5591. Brighton.

#o. Isaac b. Samuel. 34 Omer. ... (Engl.)

Page 11a.

71. Moses b. Joel (ﬁmxb (How3w). 40 Omer, 55971,
Edinburgh.

72. Michael Elijah b. J. of Rawitsch. 42 Omer, 5591.

73. Nathan b. Gedaljah.

74. Koppel b. Rabbi Perez Levi. . 2 Tam.

75. Simon b. Jacob ben S. ben A.of Wreschen. 5 Tam.
5591

76. Israel Elijah b. Rabbi Dov Ber. bm1 "1, 5591.

77. Ephraim Arjeh b. Meir Moses (Engl.: ‘ Ephraim Moses
in Scarb™ for my uncle Jécobs ). 23 Elul, 5591.
Scarborough.

Page 11b.

78. Nahman b. Rabbi Simha 51pon.

79. Zalman Rosenthal. 10 Heshvan, 5592.

8o. Aaron b. A. (Engl.: ‘ Aron Abrahams’). 13 Heshvan,
5592. Yarmouth.

81. Joseph b. Asher (Engl.). 22 April, 5593.
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Page 12a.

Solomon Platura (13* @ 99"mw {3 NINSD moﬁw).
20 Ab, 5593. Leeds (‘ with Mr. Davis’).
Judah b. Joseph Levy (Engl.: Israel Joseph). 20 Aug.

5593
Lewis Levy. 13 Elul, 5593. Bedford.

Page 12 b,

. Judah Leb.'b. M. Leb. &M b "1, 5594.
86.
8.

Hirsch b. Abraham Zevi of Gallin. 8 Adar II, 5594.

Moses Landau of Krakau (added pyan nxn xwnd o,
Engl.: Moses Lando-Kenterbury). 3 Sivan. 5594.
Canterbury.

Alexr Cohen. 5 Aug. 5594 (Engl.).

Page 13a.

Eliezer b. Sam. Cohen.

Israel Joseph (Minz?).

A. ben Zeev (in R. Solomon Hirschell’s hand : (Hebr.)
of Bialistock, called also Elijah Schneider). 21 Elul,
5594-

Judah Leb of Witas in Moldavia (note: ‘He has been
in America’). 4 Heshvan, 5595.

Baruch b. Rabbi Abraham. 7 Heshvan, 5595.

Page 13b.
Leb b. Simon the Levite (Engl.: Lewis Simon). 1 Dec.
5595-
Menahem b. Hanok. 26 Shebat, 5595.
Jesaiah Zeev of Pitschow. ¢ Nisan, 5595.
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97-
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113.

114.
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Page 14a.
Solomon Zalman b. Eliezer Schotlender, Dayyan in
Wreschen.
Nathan b. Rabbi Gerson. 23 Shebat, 5596.
Zalman Rosental. 3 Adar, 5596.
Judah b. Jacob. 1 Ijjar, 5596.
Nisan b. Michael Abraham of Breslau. 4 Ijjar, 5596.

Page 14b.

Benjamin Berlin. 14 Tammuz, 5596.

Leb Wolf b. Rabbi Juda Sternberg. 1st day of
Holhamoed Succot, 5597.

Petahjah b. Isachar Ber. st day of Holhamoed Succot,
5597

Shmerl b. Rabbi Abraham Katzenellenbogen. 23
Heshvan, 5597.

Michael Simon Nuernberg. 10 Adar I, 559%.

Page 15a.
Mordecai b. Rabbi Moses Zevi. 10 Ijjar, 5597.
Jesajah Zeev of Pintschow. 1 Tammuz, 5597.
Joseph b. R.... 20 Elul, 5597.
Moses b, Zevi Hirsch Lissenheim of Schoenlanke.
9 Tammuz, 5598.
Joseph Caro. 10 Elul, 5598.

Page 15b.
Abraham Sisman (Lipman?) b. Joseph Eppelman.
4 Kislev, 5599.
Jacob Leb b. Rabbi Mose (in Rabbi Sol. H.’s hand :
‘he went to Greenwich’). 1 Nisan, 5599.
Moses b. Joel. g Tammuz, 5599.
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Juda Leb b. Nissan (nephew of R. Jacob of Sunder-
land) (R. Sol. H.’s hand: ¢ The address of R. Jacob
is: Mr. Jacob Joseph, High St.,, Sunderland’).
23 Heshvan, 5600.

Nathan b. Joseph the Cohanite, Blitz (he is Shohet to
Mr. Mayer). 4 Ijjar, 5600.

Page 16 a.

Aryeh Zeev b. Rabbi Juda Sternberg. 10 Sivan,
5600.

Moses Judah b. Rabbi Noah. nde > 3, 5600.

Joshua Ezekiel Levi. 4 Tammuz, 5600.

Nathan Cohn. 21 Tammuz, 5600.

Page 16b.

Joseph Caro. 3 Ab. Newcastle.

Shmerl b. Rabbi Abraham Katzenellenbogen.

Jehiel b. Rabbi Nathan.

Judah Leb b. ... Fraenkel. 11 Elul, 5600.

Samuel b. Hayyim, Hazan in Manchester. 11 Elul,
5600.

Michael Zevi b. Simon (Engl.: M. H. Simonson).
25 Shevat, 5601.

Moses b. Meir C’z. 5 Tammuz, 5601.

Page 17 a.

Simha b. D. Caro of Posen. 29 Tammuz, 5601.

Dov Ber b. Isaac. 25 Ab, 5601.

David b. S. M. the Levite of Kalish. 19 Shebat, 5602

Isaac Jacob b. Rabbi A. the Cohanite (added : x5 b3
pIeoPRY tnwY). 13 Adar, 5602.
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Page 17 b.
132. Mose Kosk (possibly Falk). 24th of Omer, 5602.
133. Raphael b. Rabbi Issachar Ber. 18 Ab, 5602.
134. Mose Rabbinowitch the Cohen. 26 Ab, 5602.
135. Michael Simon b. M. Niirnberg. 17 Elul.

Page 18a.
136. Shemarjah David Randel (?). 4th day of Selihot, 5603.
137. Joseph b. B. of F...s (Freistadt?). 17 Elul, 5603.
138. Eliezer b. R. Simon. 24 Elul, 5603.
139. Abraham b. Rabbi Zeril. Day after Succot, 5605.
140. Issachar b. Eliezer. 23 Heshvan, 5605.
141. Jacob Isaac the Cohanite. 20 Shevat, 5605.
142. Edward Himes. 17 March, 5605.1%
143. Michael Zevi b. Rabbi S. 48 Omer, 5605. Hazan
in Manchester.
144. Zevi Hirsch b. Rabbi Isaac of Sklow. 11 Ab, 5605.
145. Baruch b. Rabbi Abraham. 11 Ab, 5605. Shohet
of the New Synagogue in Manchester.

Page 24a.
146. Wolf b... 3tst day of Omer, 5587.
147. Joseph Kalish, beadle of the Synagogue in Alie Street
(oo x5w3). 12 Sivan, 5587.

195 ¢I hereby certify that I have this day received the sanction of the
Beth Din for to slay cattle for Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid individually only,
and should my engagement with the same cease this permission will be
discontinued by them, for which I declare hereby my solemn religious
obligation. Also to adhere to the rules of a WM¥, viz. not to shave nor
to drink Wine from the D) unless for illness, and as soon as the Beth Din
orders me not to kill I must lay down my knife, for which I hereby give my
hand /2 NY'PN. signed by myself. Edward Himes.’
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ADDITIONAL NOTES AND CORRECTIONS

ADDITIONAL NOTES TO PaRrT I.

Page 1 (/QR., N.S,, IX, p. 103).

The first Rabbi of the Ashkenazim in London, R. Judah Leb
b. Efraim Anshel, was known by the name of Hamburger. His
signature to the approbation he gave for the edition of Pirke
de Rabbi Eliezer, Amsterdam, 1708, 12mo, is as follows: N
nmay Ty amann 57 bweox awx omex A m 8% 13 b
NP P3NP MY 85 NN NP3 DITWRERD DRIV PP wpn
wHM 390 nw A%y x™33 amen xodn 1wb rder “m xabiob
p"sb "y 9PM.  This edition was arranged by R. Moseh Gomes
Mesquita, who later became Haham in London, where he died
on May 8, 1751 (cp. Gaster, History of Bevis Marks, p. 130).
Rabbi Judah Leb was already in 1700 in Rotterdam, and not
as stated by me (p. 1) in 1705. He signs an approbation to the
Menorath Hamaor, ed. Amsterdam, 1700, 8vo, on the 3oth of
Shebat of that year. I am indebted to my friend Mr. Sigm
Seeligmann for calling my attention to this, as well as for the
following : In the ‘Kabronim Regel’, a manuscript in the
possession of the Amsterdam community, containing records of
burials, the following two entries are to be found: 29"mn 390
PP 77aN Mm mann 5™y Swax mwn ovisk A"wa 5 N
TN NPT e Sy B 1R 9 |3ps 7", Rabbi
Judah Leb died, according to this, on 14 Adar, 1720. Isaac,
son of R. Judah Leb, died in Amsterdam, 3rd Nisan, 1714.
The entry referring to him reads: 9" 397 {3 PR PRY* 9'md
a9 DTWBRT I N AP hw wmaen Sy b wwm
3pann Sy 2%pn Y "7 Nenn ora apn o "3 5oa. Cp.
also E. Italic, Geschiedenis d. Isr. Gem. te Rotterdam (1907),
pp. 36-7.

365
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Rabbi Aryek Leb b. Saul of Amsterdam.

Page 3 (JQR., IX, p. 105).

The Beth-Hamidrash (London), MS. No. 24, contains Responsa
and Talmudic novellae by R. Aryeh Leb, father of Rabbi Zevi
Hirschel Lewin. Among his correspondents we find the names:
Rabbi Herz Pintschow (pp. za, 374, 38a), R. Isaac Levi of Apta
(p. 37a), the Beth-Din of Venice (pp. 41 a—48 a), the communities
of Briesen (X0'125 ‘nawn =N A1, p. 49a), of Strassburg in East
Prussia, and Koziv in Poland (p. 23a). R. Zevi Hirsch asks his
father why at Habdalah Service at the conclusion of Sabbath the
blessing of Dwa *»m 871 is said when smelling the scent-box
filled with spice and cinnamon, while Dwa ¥y 813 would be
the proper form (p. 33 b, middle). The Responsum dealing with
the question from the Beth-Din of Koziv (p. 23a) mentioned
above, quotes verbatim a document M1y N3 by that Beth-Din
relating to the death of a certain Jacob Cohen, whose body was
found torn to pieces and brought to Abraham Hajjim, the over-
seer of the Hevrah-Kadisha (Holy-Society, i.e. Burial-Society)
of Strassburg. The signatories to the document are :

moway 530 mbr Semp ow

235w phxs peam ‘pn oxn

ER S79mama Sepa yea “ph o
Jekutiel Zalman Epstein was for some time Dayan in Lemberg,
and as this document is dated na"n onam 9”7 (24 Ab 488=1728),
he probably went to Koziv for the purpose of presiding at the
Beth-Din, as at that time he was acting as Dayan in Lemberg ;
cp. Buber, o2 228, p. 124. Important is also the Responsum to
Venice. The community of Rovigo had lost their Rabbi, and
a certain young scholar, engaged to the daughter of Rabbi
Pacifico, 2 member of the Rabbinate of Venice, tried to usurp
the position as Rabbi of Rovigo with the connivance of his
prospective father-in-law, but to the displeasure of the greater
part of the community of Rovigo itself. The Parnassim: Joseph
ben Mose, Ezekiel Aaron ILuzatto, Jeremiah Michael b. Samuel
Solomon Concili address a letter to the Rabbinate of Venice,
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which, in turn, forwards a copy of the same as supplement to
their letter to Rabbi Aryeh Leb of Amsterdam. Both letters
are copied 7n fofo, The Venice Rabbis sign as follows :

B5 270b “n ov vA mmna 8T AR ne

(1744) P85 nav "3 pavam ﬁiﬁv‘ m n
Ao maNvaNe T3 w33 by wr (1)
235 A5t wam 997mma b anbe e (2)
A5 nan Aep 97ammaa ™Y DD (3)
7ot oo Sxaoy 7852 2pw awn (4)

35 pin xw mbn om apy M3 390

Lot Sy xa b oy

The same names, with addition of Isaac b. Asher Pacifico,
Solomon b. Moses Halevi Minzi, and Solomon b. David Altaras,
are to be found in another document of the Venice Beth-Din in
MS. Beth-Hamidrash, No. 26, fol. 141 B. Omitted is there only
Jacob Belilias (4). (Compare also approbations from Venice
Rabbinate to m/mnb 10 nmow, Firenze, 1750, and M¥M NIYD ‘D,
Venice, 1791.) To conclude we reproduce the text and transla-
tion of a fragment of a most pathetic letter of Rabbi Aryeh Leb
to some eminent Rabbi, possibly his father or his father-in-law,
the Haham Zevi. Where the letter was written is difficult, if not
impossible, to ascertain: it seems likely that he wrote it even
before he was Rabbi of Reisha (Rzezow). The fragment was
found by me between the pages of Beth-Ham. MS. No. 26.

N"Y

ox v pbw o Ay 235 ne e o onyd e Ao L. L
MmN N e AN ar o owpan ana 35 mapn o m;n »adr
D¥39 D' 7D NI XI MN WD) DMNI NND opsn N Jonna
xba amon x53 AN xba wab awr wux 3 pon ona S prown
man Y3 ona wr o onae S oowona Anpn A293 w53 nam
19 OWNI M WA DB NP N @YD wIBnN ' ‘mapn nbam
i onsd AN WD L L., TSP WY wRY I D YN3 Ny
.. 7 MDA 1 ATna
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. 2"y

D¥ONY NBNI 1725 IPNDM MW ALY Y3 AT 83T NN s
27 AN Ty o e Sy omom S v Abwn pen va3b e
W Sreer e e ‘AR T a5 yan wa S mmow
25 A nydn nanws

Translation.
Recto.

. may you my master continue (to be kind to me) when
you have proved the heart of your servant and found it sound
and in harmony with God and His people. My words flow from
the depths of my heart. Oh! Father, Father, do help and assist
me in your kindness this time to uplift my soul. See, I have now
lived here for a long time days in which I bave no pleasure, for
I live here alone, without Torah and wisdom, without happiness
and blessing, full of (mental) sufferings caused by being obliged
to neglect the study of the Torah, prayer and worship. When
I look back upon the work I did before I came here and compare
it with my idleness here, I am sick of life, for my soul has been
dragged down ten degrees in comparison to what I was before—
be it as far as Torah and wisdom .. ..

Verso.

May He, who dwells in Eternity, be my Help, purify my
thoughts and assist me to serve Him in truth and piety according
to the wishes of my heart. May Peace be with You, my Master,
may your days be prolonged and may you yet see many joyful
days, have pleasure from your children and grandchildren, they
all shall ‘know the Lord and praise the Holy One of Israel’.
This is the prayer of your worm (= humble servant).

Aryeh Leb.

This content downloaded from
69.115.191.32 on Thu, 07 Oct 2021 23:04:59 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE, LONDON—DUSCHINSKY 369

Rabbi Zevi Hirsch in London.
To page 5 (/QR., IX, p. 109).

The negotiations with R. Zevi Hirsch must have lasted some
time before his arrival in London. Leb Norden, a learned man
of great influence in the community, writes to the Rabbi’s brother,
R. Saul of Amsterdam, complaining why his brother refused to
come in the previous year. ‘Had he not pushed us away with
both hands last year he would, by now, be peacefully settled here
and would have saved me also a lot of trouble during this year.
We are now awaiting your answer so as to send the Rabbinical
letter (contract of appointment) and hasten his coming here.
This letter—which is copied in the MS. Beth-Hamidrash, London,
No. 26, fol. 162 B, and the Hebrew text of which we print here-
after—reveals also the reasons for R. Zevi Hirsch’s refusal to
accept the London post. ‘If the Ashkenazi Shohetim slaughter
also for the use of the Sephardim they must observe the laws and
customs of Shehita of both sides, whichever are the strictest,’
said the Rabbi. R. Leb Norden argues against this point from
the Talmudical standpoint. He was a sound Hebrew scholar,
who, born in Amsterdam, came with his father Zalman to London,
but still kept in touch with continental scholars. Jacob Emden
on his visit to London became very friendly with him, and
several letters of Norden and Responsa by Jacob Emden to him
are printed in the latter’s work pay» noww. In his autobiography
Emden relates that Leb and his brother Reuben, the sons of
Zalman Norden, dealt in gold and precious stones (780 nbum,
p- 94), that Leb sent him goods for sale to Altona, and by the
profits derived therefrom Emden was able to keep his family for
some years until they became estranged (see #7d., pp. 146, 164,
181). It is not unlikely that Leb Norden’s friendship with Emden
at the time induced him to further the appointment of a member
of Haham Zevi’s family as Rabbi of the Ashkenazim in London.
It appears that, owing to the Shehita dispute in the Sephardi com-
munity, which had lasted for some four or five years previous to
R.Zevi Hirsch’s arrival in London, many of the Sephardim preferred
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to eat meat killed by Ashkenazi Shohetim. The Shehita dispute
in question has been dealt with in my booklet * Jacob Kimchi
and Shalom Buzaglo’, but for the easier understanding of Norden’s
letter I will only mention that R. Hajjim Albahali, a Sephardi
Shohet, accused the other Shohetim of transgressing the rules
of Bedikah (examination of inner parts of the animal, especially
the lungs. He was supported by a scholar named Jacob
Kimchi, who wrote a book nawm nbxw, in which he pleads
Albahali’s cause. Aczulai in his lately published itinerary (see
later) indicates that they had quite a large following in the
Sephardi community. R. Zevi Hirsch was probably aware of
the state of affairs among the Sephardim and stipulated that the
Ashkenazi Shohetim, if they kill also for the Sephardi community,
must observe their rules where these are stricter, and he did this
in order to prevent further strife. Norden’s letter to R. Saul
of Amsterdam seems to have had effect, and R. Zevi Hirsch
Lewin came to London. The Shehita dispute lasted for a little
while longer, but died down eventually, R. Hirschel being
prevented by his Parnassim to take any part in the matter.
Azulai mentions it in his itinerary 2w 51, which was partly
published in Livorno in 1789, and has lately been reprinted in
more extensive form by the Mekize Nirdamim Society. He was
in London in the year 1755, a year before R. Zevi Hirsch
Lewin’s arrival in London, and his notes throw light on the
communal conditions of the Sephardim. Although he does not
mention anything about the Ashkenazi community, I think the
passage of sufficient interest for London Jewry, and give the
translation of his notes after R. Leb Norden’s letter.

Letter of R. Leb Norden, of London, to Chief Rabbi Saul b. Aryek
Leb of Amsterdam.
MS. Beth-Hamidr. No. 26, fol. 162 b (middle).
4 meS s vas pame 2% “w pypr w3 anw prya
K7 DTvEDR PP 17an
D N3 wh A o5d pena awr p™ aan ab men
ANTL AR BBH P M Amn3 AN 930 AnapR e )ad N
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ans moeb Mo Yy pNan 30 nawn Sy DEvn R Moy Adw
RO BIR TAR pNan 3mnoy mawd s meea ameb nnaen
N5 S A1 933 noxd b &by 235 nYp navp oomnNT
prmed wsb 57 owowe Bmw Avmwy DRw 13R33 M web 1y
DINT PR POONP PN YD ,0MMEDR MR bady S3pd 2 pomy
MROBM MAALm 987 I 57 voxe b prit 5 oxa (a1
S opm L ONS o8 A e bxe Ox e 8w A " paw
YN D B3 13 ,BPeA WIS n7apey wpab Ak en 1y Ty
fpowe OND BN Wy KDY MDD PR DU DITBUHND M)
WY By A e Swoonmwo Sy onvaa Suxd am A A7me
woyprmpy o (o 533 “meon ma Sy Ammow Anowr my o)
wow apmy Sw nop Den wEm ~n S ox oDy Mmoem Sw
Amm o A0 8% pan 12bw oppa aapy Tom anx 55 A onben
AT PAJPMY PAD APTX DS LB YWIY P71 TOW T Dypn 573
2372 Mo S5 Dpn DA DR DMISWRMY WD AP AmY N L ot Sy
DUOM DmavA(L) Dwn 33 5; obaam “wxan DMmEDA D
SwEN) 31 3R AR oY) ontw pHpEa mamy Ry o S; pewm
apd RYI XY 1OR M3 “d3A Y DA ShoeNR Y3 (T P
o mem Sex p"eS Lapd mow pb AnSr wmw 5 Anbw apon pa
A 5 |ap Aoapny meon 57 5o ampbe axp b Sww
ANBD MAPINA SHOER MDY DMDWNT MAmIND DMl DN TeD
DYra AYBEHY D AVID DTIEwHN3 uO A "W w31 ow A0 &%

wmax oordy *Tom wx: MM om Sy mow

fol. 163a
N8 Ty My ey ;‘7 I OIRD AP PN R e
a37 M en omegn M =37 o 35 Sy mbpab e amd
D37 1397 NORI B DTYRY N30 M PR Ane 31 015 Do
wo1 Sam ommeo P b i ,ond amm wb ook e
pRw 7"pSwr 030 o A wyyd NN 30w npxdy nYoyn aed
25n s o™3T0 ANey M 3 5 e b pe Obn o
ponx 85 o bax NN pnk v o o w3 Sw omon

T a"y R7pp RN N33,
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A5 MoK A 37 D PR 85T W WX DRDR (Y /0N
ynRY 9% 53 n"n omwew 85 0 npa Sy g uex prmb o
PAMAD WX 3" A3 D7 3 "N Danm Am axma 132d o Yo Yt
pr &bz wpany po3 Sy mpr nx awd Sy n7oym o aen

2mD 13NT

Follows 53 nxan snx nawn.

H. J. D. Azulai’s description of his journey to London in 1755
in 21 Siyn ed. Mekize Nirdamim ( proof).

(5515 = 1755), Zjar 12, Wednesday <R ‘D in the evening
at sunset we arrived in the great town of London and I had
trouble until the evening of Thursday to find lodgings in the
house of a Sephardi, whose name is Si(gnor) Aaron Cohen.
Although the place was very small (crammed), but, being a clean
dwelling, honourable people, and as it had also been the abode
of former messengers (from Palestine), I agreed to stay there.
Concerning my mission great wonders happened to me. While
I was still [on my way here] three of the leading men sent word
to me that I should not come into this town as I would not
achieve anything, especially as the messengers from Safed had
forestalled me, and even they came twice and had to leave
empty-handed. I, however, answered that it was my duty to
go (to London), and I cannot absolve myself from the same.
I rely upon the Lord that He will do what He finds best. And
when I came to the leaders (of the congregation) they had left
the town to enjoy the gardens (= for holidays) and there was
hardly any one (of note) left. I took upon myself to wait
patiently, for there is no better physician than ‘Time’, and far
be it from me (=1 took care not) to mention anything of my
mission until I had acquired some friends and got information
as to how I should approach these leaders. For, these mighty
men, their hearts are double-faced, their thoughts are not in
accordance with their appearance. And also among the Hahamim
(learned men) of the town I saw disunion, they speak with abuse
of one another, scorch one another with the heat of their words,
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and the one would like to swallow the other alive. It is a great
shame (that this should be so) in the eyes of the congregants,
and woe to eyes that have to look at such disgrace of the Torah
and learned men. I looked at my letters of authority as messenger
and found only one and no more, addressed to ‘the Haham’.
I asked where the Rosh-Beth-Din or Dayan lived, and they
answered and said: There is no such great man here, we have
no Habam. I said to myself, if that be so and I have no other
letters to great and learned men with me, I might be injuring
my cause more or less by delivering the one letter to either one
or the other of the learned men. I shall keep it, and indeed
it was a good thought given me by God, as this certain
Haham (namely Isaac Nieto) had made enemies of the Dayanim
and the leaders of his congregation, and Praise be unto the
Lord who has not forsaken me in his mercy and helped me
to find favour in the eyes of a few friends. First of all will
I mention (among them) tke learned Rabbi Isaac del Vali and
Si(gnor) Pinckas Gomes Serra. ‘There was also the great
scholar Rabbi Jacod Kimki, son of R. Samuel Kimhi of
Constantinople, and the learned R. Hajjim Albahali, and I
made friends with them. They all said that, with regard to my
mission, it would be necessary to call the ¢ great Mahamad’, and
it was usual to convene this meeting at the beginning of .the
winter.  Already (the previous messenger) R. Massuad Bonan
was obliged to wait here many months until the time of such
meeting, ‘and we do not know what to do, but if you will listen
to our advice, go and see Si(gnor) Joseph Salvador, one of the
Parnassim, who has gone to one of the watering-places, who
is of a clear mind (a clever man), and what he says that is
generally done, for he is a powerful man. When this Joseph
returns home, if you will," with God’s Help, find favour in his
eyes, he will not rest until he carries your matter through
successfully. When Si(gnor) Joseph Salvador came home I went
to see him and noticed that he was of a clear mind and pure
without any bad (qualities), and I pleaded my cause and the
object of my mission in nice language and with sound arguments.
VOL. XI. cc
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He answered me, ‘ You know that in this land nothing is done
except with the consent of the majority, it might, however, be
to your advantage if you were to see Signor Franco and Signor
Mendez, they may be of assistance to you,” and then I left him.
This man is very rich and influential; he arranged a meeting
of the Elders, which I attended. The other Parnassim wanted
to get rid of me without giving anything, but he waived to me
with his hand, as if to say that I should not worry, he being
on my side. I left the meeting, but he persisted and did not
budge until he succeeded to arrange that an extraordinary general
meeting should be called, and the end of it was, that everything
went well and was decided favourably at the general meeting.
Afterwards, through the intervention of Signor Francos, it was,
with the Help of God, decided that Signor Pinehas Gomes-Serra
and Signor Joseph b. Abraham Francos should make a collection
among the Yehidim. After this was done came a letter from the
English Ambassador at Constantinople recommending me to
Signor Francos. Had this letter arrived earlier it would have
made a great difference to my cause, but, even so, it was a great
bonour to me in the eyes of the Yehidim (members). Among
the friends I made in London I will mention the Hazan David
Castro, who has a great influence in the community, may God
pay him for his kindness to me. He took me in London to a
great building called the Tower (™W&). There I saw lions and
an eagle 1oo years old, an Indian cat as big as a dog, another
cat which was some cross-breed of a strange animal, also various
other beasts which had to be chained down by iron chains.
I also saw there a hall which must have been, perhaps, 50 yards
long or more, divided into different compartments hung all
round with fire-tubes (rifles) and all sorts of weapons beautifully
arranged as if it were one wall and doors opening out of it.
Similarly there were on all the sides (of the hall) and even from
the roof, hanging down thousands and tens of thousands of
different weapons beautifully arranged according to class, art, and
and height. I saw, further, statues of all the English kings made
of iron, on iron horses, and looking at them they seem to you
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really alive. There are also armours in the greatest variety, all
in proper order, various kinds of guns and cannons captured from
their enemies during the whole time that England exists. Vessels
of all kinds and shapes, some transparent, some especially high
(are also there), and in one room there is a small partition of
iron bars inside of which we were shown the Royal crown and
jewels sparkling in different magnificent colours, the golden cup
out of which the King is anointed, and other royal treasures of
precious stones. All these has seen my eye, wondering and
joyful in the thought that if He gives such rewards to non-Jews,
how much greater will be the glory of His People in times to
come, when the remnants of Israel will see the Messiah of God
shining forth and giving light like the light of the Sun, crowned
with the most holy seven crowns. In London I preached on
Sabbath . . .

¢ Tammuz 28. Monday of the week ¢Debarim’ (first portion
of Deuteronomy) we left London and arrived at Dover, a non-
Jewish town (= where no Jews live), on Tuesday after midnight.

¢ Tammuz 29. Tuesday of ‘ Debarim’ we left Dover by boat
and arrived at Calais, a non-Jewish town in the kingdom of
I'rance, on the same day towards evening and I remained there,
at Calais, for several days until the post-chaise left for Paris’. . .

To JQR., IX, 1 and 2, p. 117, note 11.

Azulai in 2w 5m, ed. Livorno, p- 16 b, relates that he told
the people of Amsterdam :

wopn &5 Danym oxv b and oady T3 oA voen

*If you will say that the times are hard, why do you not say
so where comedies and pleasures are in question.’

Responsa of Rabbi Zevi Hirsck Lewin.

The Beth-Hamidrash in London has three manuscripts con-
taining Responsa and Talmudic Notes by R. Zevi Hirsch. Owing
to circumstances over which I had no control I was not able
to go through these volumes before the first part of this work
was printed. The manuscripts are Nos. 24, 25, and 26 according

ccaza

This content downloaded from
69.115.191.32 on Thu, 07 Oct 2021 23:04:59 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



376 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

to the numbers in Neubauer’s Catalogue of the Hebrew Manu-
scripts in the Jews College, London, Oxford, 1886.

MS. No. 24 contains for the most part Responsa and Notes
by R. Zevi Hirsch’s father, R. Aryeh Leb of Amsterdam. On
the fly-leaf is the title:

maba swrmm mawn mbsw 80
The first note by R. Zevi Hirsch is on p. 22 b, middle,
S7om 57 s i i 53 Sy wn say pn ow

Page 33b. The question mentioned above in additional
notes to R. Aryeh Leb relating to the blessing of pwea:
by 35 o5wa umy Am wEm WA My YRR oyy nepl o)
nxyp 85 57 ownen Som owra e kM3 THwn vy
Wy RMI Py Ap Sy aman pamn bwa I g pon
v oo oY Phn wnan va omea
(Follows R. Aryeh Leb’s answer.)

Page 49a and b have two responsa by R. Z. H. addressed to
v oo Y5 MO and signed wn say ph, &e.

Page 64a. Responsum to Rabbi Reuben of Warburg.
77ar 5% ;ama n"w a"masn 397 nawn Sy cnawvn aws M
YONT B 997w pomenn 3775 571 3an peb an amamm prpn

97e8b "3t
The Responsum is signed on page 66a:

MINDY M LAY P "B MYPn ;oM 17D bxtzmadh
J3IAN DPRI 73M 35w ND3 5"t wnmp owa n”x Y b

Page 77a. Responsa by R. Solomon Hirschel (son of
R.Z.H)

285 1"opn Sbx 179 3Masxn p"™1 397 mawn “mpnya

Page 78a: 1”Dpn SHx 177 ,xnan P37 2”7 371 mawn
signed on p. 78 b.
b pp"sn Syt wn '3y an"a b pth Mp TNp Ton
S
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Page g1a. Signature of R. Z. Hirsch:
2705 197pn Si5x R™ voemaba wn Ay pa

MS. No. 25 contains mostly short notes by R. Zevi Hirsch,
mostly marked n19d, in some places S naatS.  There are
also several loose slips in the book marked similarly. One of
these reads: naaw o nphan  anowpnw nb, ¢ Forgetfulness
increases as the time passes’. There are only three Responsa
in this manuscript, one to R. Mordecai Banet of Nikolsburg, the
other to his uncle R. Jacob Emden, and one to R. Juda Leb
of Posen, Rabbi in Wusterhausen.

Page 85a.
mpap ArK Sy amardpun b3 " wand cnawne o
13 nAxy 73 nnr 1O penow
Page 125a.
DaM® 173 P A'B3 PRI 390 1D o xOwS Adaws w adxe
LNTDY PUNTIND V7R3 N Y DTnn AR w51 nmn 8

Page 127a.
+ .. 3"1397 7" nawn 15 xA

M3 amat b e pnyad

Page 134 a.
Jamen wan 1Mn3 25 ®M™ D N jMAnBRD Ppp MONY
[ wxw nyap n'o popa)

The most important is MS. No. 26, consisting of 164 pages.
There are likewise notes marked 215, but the chief contents are
Responsa by R. Zevi Hirsch.

Page 5a.
WAITH A3 WA 3w wen owa Y b3 many 57a &
ceo N /83 5 505 e Sya amn mama b

Page g a (middle) apparently written in Berlin.
Py PND A%3 Sere ww A Ay Nad 3 ave "t apn o
...i835 A% qwon ()pr7. In the same Responsum he
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mentions that at one time in the year 1741 he lost all his
possessions by fire while living in Zlatova. R XD SR NMnD
&5 moxbt pp nevwa wsb An e Ssm Py nny' mayn &P
N3 TIPS A7p3 wp: 7R MO Owr Py oo S O e
DMANN DPDWY DM D73 D" MEDI ANy T Wn Edw
W X3 AR 8 M ash n"w mep me pr o8 nbn
S mpn meyd wem 5 Am omep pm AL AT DpOWN

..o NN

Page 18a. Responsum to Rabbi Abraham Levi of (Briesen ?),
with reference to a dispute this Rabbi had with his congregation
on account of a divorce case which the Rabbi had declared
illegal, but the woman’s friends had obtained a decision from the
Rabbi of Hanover allowing her to re-marry. R. Zevi refers to
letters written in this matter by his brother R. Saul of Amsterdam
and by the Rabbi of Cassel. The Responsum was obviously
written in Berlin when R. Zevi was already old and feeble. The
letter begins: Dyn N Xw3 MRS Doxa odwn Rav TN R
xex 9 amed by v Ay A e A hd Swon o
DN INDD DM DN DY WYY INY 172D YT YD DY PRt r1N5 ‘?13D81
> &5 NN namw nane Smd ' wxew va3v nber nbym
T7X3 D¥A Nand MM oA vy odem noxn S or pmd
obwa mned Iy n"opw Daenn bwd.  With real tact R. Zevi
admonishes R. Abraham to take the first step in restoring order
and peace in his congregation, while in a letter which he sends
to the congregation (pages 18 b-19a) he warns the leaders to
take care not to hurt the honour of their Rabbi and thus bring
disgrace to the Representative of the Torah in their midst. He
says: mepd mxab amna a5 ond 2390 Sow oxby man ang

... Ddwn pund et Mo 53

Page 20b. Responsum concerning a young widow (npam
17'an) in which is mentioned a decision by R. Joseph Steinhart
of Fiirth. He signs: nnb npym 7% Som 7oy Mo 0w

285 0™pn onw v "3 pbea pp mp omna b
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Page 35a. Questions, unfortunately with neither signature
nor date, by a Sephardi Rabbi, probably the Haham in London,
who excuses himself not having answered R. Zevi Hirsch’s letter
at once, but he had sent an acknowledgment personally through
his brother Jacob. Follows a Responsum, closing with the words :
wrben powm (837 0W397 DO MAwn B Sy 37 mon wam

LRI 51’ Q397 YR DNNY N3N N D NN

Page 40a (middle) we find notes to Azulai’s pvan ow :

wwn D1BIA or D nps web PR :pnypA nepn) 'y A gl
W'D L3"p K" RT3 55 AN3n mpnn xyon oen mopn b
a3n w5 eND wan L (Mbuy MR w3 ownr mown ARnan
M M Y™ bR Ame an mo A"DpRR DEDK "1 N ven
an S oo snoaopnn mawa =30 Yon pwen 'eb mmw 8RN
PR Y D A3 3now APy 5 vaxn Swotr pna wn
P37 MO WD PRYM AR S 1133 5 varan ebn A
w Sxmw m3 amow wan ebn on pren e vy anmy oo
W2 T AALY AT AINT YMAWRI 3ND S Man b
won SON MOAN N T MNP 3ND WXY XM R RoN NN
XY 975 57 @) Y5 a1 u™ Dy

~m ommwn Sp3 97axn /n D nwa (37 N 87 @h) "3 9
(R"Y 'y w"R) "y 77 ppb on aem A pran aep o ebn
Ao TSN M P M3 3Py 103n Tbn AR Y ans “a mw
T ans A"y 8D §7 w'R) YD §7 2 D 0 N

40b

W\AT DD NAD VAN TR Awn a0 dn WA AT wam
N’D 73 3ND WYY KM MNOD Opa Awpw nuwna awam Yo
Qa3 Y KAp IR Awp 1an S vmdn M 97an annw
53 57 Smmr aramw T D3 TIRD PN AN PRM YN wwsns
MM WENY 77NN H 3"Y 933 37K N7 13T Nap Non
PNNZ T evIp N ano (2R 1Y /) 2%y "D st ow on
S"aNamY WEN PR 9" 03"mAR DTp ouw arnd mp n Yo
275 o Sy nuawn mwy Ywan 4397 a1 Swoman on
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D79 M7 DN PRTA Sw 137 pIy3 On MIN3 an3 . D37 1Y
oan o vby mawn M35 omman y wn Sy orwm P2 M3
v PN ana & Ao 375 553 wxan Awna mwaa Sy aow
MR PEd 11 5T ed w3 ww mem T A S op™n
DN DY REAY MO O AN AN MO MMmYn mawna aNam
A7 A0 p™y 57 m3 93 070 A

RN DY P R 7 1A v nawn S o oen
MBI DA A I 57 oy Mo pran 3 e Ao'enn
weNy BYNY 273 DA D@ DM NMHIMA AP oY DEnw
wer DA oM "R Sy Aa masw 57 ween wr 2 o pae
M "D P PR TN N3 D700 “aesna wnd men 3 WR 72
MM M DI NN ARTY Y 2P D3 Dw 37 XM N AN
Aom YM5R R x5 pbmy MasA 30 o Sy n saow
MY WAD 2 P N2 D NP D 7Rt aow o
JM 0™ n S yedn ane jup pawna

Page 42a. Responsum to a question of 1YY, dated London,
Sunday, 26th of Heshvan, 5524 = 1763.

1bid. Introduction to his notes, in which he explains that
it is necessary for a Rabbi to make notes on every question that
occurs to him in daily life, so that the Ame-Ha’arez should not
consider him ignorant on account of his hesitating with a reply.

Page 57b. Letter to R. Judah Leb, Rabbi of Halberstadt,
concerning a case of 17'an npa'.

Page 61 b. Question by the Rabbi of Schwerin, signed on
p. 644, as follows: M nap ¥m papww PP 19 DmMmM 2noN
.o bn o5 wan vy peb a"mpn pvwn Py 2dmm S
(Rabbi Zevi Hirsch Mirels of London, who was Rabbi of Schwerin
from 1770 till 1790, was the son of R. Aaron Mirels of London,
of whom, however, we have no trace in London records so far.
R. Aaron was son of R. Meshulam Zalman Mirels of Hamburg,
father-in-law of Haham Zevi (cp. Year-Book, Syawnn, vol. 2, p- 211).
Rabbi Zevi Hirsch Lewin calls him ‘my cousin’ (3"’) on p. 64 b
of our manuscript (cp. /£, vol. VIII, p. 608 ; Brann in Guttmann-
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Festschrift, p. 246, and the literature given there). Mirels was
before his election in Schwerin Rabbi in Wreschen (Posen.
Cp. Roest Catalogue, pp. 25, 139, 203, 335)-

Page 65b. Letter on the same question from Elia of Posen,
Rabbi in Lanzburg (Landsberg), who addresses R. Zevi Hirsch
as his teacher.

Page 67b. Responsum of R. Z. H. to the above letters
dated Berlin, 14th of Shevat of the same year. Page 67 has also
a short index for pp. 1—42.

Page 68a. To a certain R. Israel, in which he complains
that owing to overwork and failing health he had no time to go
into the question put before him as deeply as he should have
liked to: =3 b wame &5 Y5 qun vwon pm nTa.

Page 70b. Answer to a question by one of his sons (probably
R. Saul): ¥"> 5own pran w3 wed (7 2w,

Page 71 b deals with a case of marriage in London.

Page 73a likewise discusses a similar question which came
before him while officiating in London.

Page 75a. Question by R. Juda Leb Eger (of Braunschweig)
to R. Z. H. in Berlin to which the latter’s response on p. 76 a.

Page 77b. Answer to his son.
Pages 78-82. Notes on various subjects.

Page 83a. Question addressed to him in London concerning
the custom of baking tarts and omelettes on Passover in pewter
dishes, which were in use all the year round. Date 1758.
Mows poawen powe Mmy p"eb Ympn nop w3 nbny
PRONDT peApR wAT AR M 53 ‘na Aboww Sma Sw mewpa
N3 MERY DEA ADWA S MRD (N DNSm MAYPR R T
PEINY 057 PNI OW W O BYD PR N2 ™ AN
pyan powww omp *ban 55 11 pooy vban pnd pown W Towen
e ox 13355 wex wr Sma Se S5 mmppe qesay L. ... b
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N3N D3 WAL NANM P13 ADSI R pAmna Wb ann
e oo RT3 R YD

Page 84a cited a Responsum by his brother-in-law Rabbi
Saul Halevy of the Hague—and page 84 b, a Responsum by his
brother R. Saul of Amsterdam (3"a8 e *DW 1y 2w W
'y pTMBER PPT T7aR PRI AR My 5 v v ; AR PPI).

Page 85a. Another letter by R. Saul Halevy followed by
Talmudic notes until page 92, middle, where we find a decision
about raisin-wine, whether it can be used like ordinary wine and
the same blessing said before partaking of it.
opb AN M3 Nyt AdLa Nasw nen oy oPWY i 3
AR WOy pEpED pNEn by ma9n mandb mpwsa ‘o Tmas o
XY PP 9"ann 0w on nkd amn x5 57 pan wpr ow
m30w 5" paan waax 1 Tymw xOx Ty &5 e pooa xan:
L3123 voy 125 memoy ANINa Y S"BRNY MR RMA 873 1 A

ANPY N30 WN NR 15m IR NI MY

Page 93a. Rabbi Hirschel declares that if a Sefer Torah
falls down only the one who dropped it has to fast, but not all
onlookers, as is the custom in many congregations ; he had found
no foundation for this custom in the codes.

% Ay nbow N D Nws meynnd obwn wawe
b o8 5 n¥p oo wxws 85 o W moamnb S5 oo prw
ce . "A DD "D D NP REm 1 e

Pages 117 b-125a. Letters from and to his brother R. Saul
and his brother-in-law, the Rabbi of the Hague.

Page 128. Letter from Rabbi Meir Posner of S. (a congrega-
tion in Poland).
mbmp Wk A2M WM PR nxaps 2515 oon nena mn
.. (DR nEn AP3) P3) L, DI XTI MONST W3 MWD
<o 2 PP NN UMD MRD PR AT ey 2R M

Page 140a. Letter from a Rabbi Samson b. Zelke in Br. . .
concerning a certain Henle Peiersdorf of London, who bought
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in 1738 a gold watch from Gerson Goldsticker of Br .. (the
writer’s congregation) and gave him a bill for the same. Rabbi
Samson now asks the Rabbi of London to help the said Gerson,
who is now an old man, to obtain payment of the said bill.
Answer of R. Z. H. on same page, which is followed by another
letter of Rabbi Samson on p. 141 b.

Pages 142a-144b. Letters from and to Rabbi Juda Leb
Eger of Braunschweig.

Page 148b. Letter from Munster b. Nahum, the Levite, to
his teacher, R. Zevi Hirsch, his son Rabbi Saul, and son-inlaw
R. Meir.

Page 150a (middle). Question from Rabbi Isachar Ber b.
Herz of Dessau to R. Z. H.

Page 151a. Letter from R.Z. H. to his relative R. Meir
(Posner), and the important Responsa of Rabbi Saul of Amsterdam
and Rabbi Zevi Hirsch, while Rabbi of London, with reference
to the fish called ‘turbot’, whether it may be eaten by Jews.
R. Zevi decides in the affirmative, and bases his decision upon
documents by the Beth-Din of Venice. The Responsa are too
lengthy for publication in this place ; the Venice documents read
as follows. (It appears that in Amsterdam the fish was regarded
as "WDN; p. 151a we read: WY "I N "NIWPM 0 N0 5&3
AT oW PR ORI MON 13).

Page 155a.
mayn » anon

Xy b Sxpr DXy Y3 w3 a A vN oY
WYY XM N1 DS RPN TN N WS ARD mY'Rn nowa
whe owyn wmen 1p5ax wbva T3 Sav NPy wRva ek
MYTN3 "3 uype e yeed on 535 pra ubyk anm xn wna
T 73 By DR AR DI NPT NIILBENPA BUSI D DI AN
WY .00 Tyn ovbba 3py Ao wp wn &S T tenan wand
TYn Senawo
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v p'p S 973 neyw

megamay ndban nawrn wan onnn Sy owan wmx oy
17353 Samrm xapan 390 ~bowe Sxmer w3 oy mam NN My 03 R
RTOML 3D DMNDD MIBPRI DAL NTD0K WRA WD J33 WA
Vv oepwpn e o i mbya MR e Drmasn 0T v
ARNOIN DD DY WHAA MHORA IORADY M3 SpmEm BN PN 0wl
£7eb oy men mIA AR WD naway 03 o Y M av ova
MNMINEND PR3 33 by PENND TR 372 PRy
wba ma ye 373 on 3py yam won mem n3"3 modw

b5 53 (2) pr o e odm 573 Samn e 2 new
ba mAn 315 owpn MY DPMAN MaRy DI pmn nem
Y53 pispe ow
DNAREOR M a3 mebe 215 Aot s mPpa b anby
5" iman mem M ED3 M oo
Interesting is that, following upon this decision of their Rabbi
that ‘turbot’ is a kasher fish, some members of the congregation

applied his permission not only to turbot but also to eels.

Page 156a. We find a letter from R. Juda of Halberstadt
asking R. Zevi Hirsch whether it was really true that he allowed
the eating of eels, and if so would he kindly let him know upon
what paragraph of the codes he had based this decision. The
Rabbi naturally explained that turbots are not eels. R. Juda
writes :

wibwa w1m1d nend MmN MM YRR MR PR DY TN Dan
TR T 79 PEpR N3 M A w3 R A2 My non
oM PR R N 37 Y Sxem v wmina pepa vand mdw oen
p’o7w Sxom "1 wnnd anaw mn Ty Sxmer nwsn b33 0w i
(458K X3 3A) ML MM DA7d PRIM T MR A anaR
NRAI A 3T YN DR MO NN NI TOANY L L e
773 wxd AL B APYN w vdy TED Twr RAMT MY pad
DREE5RM T 7P TR nawd e 0N
The response to this letter extends from 156b to 158b, on
which page we find a question by one of the Rabbi’s sons and
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answer to the same (referring to pickled nuts). This is followed
on p. 162b by the letter of R. Leb Norden to Rabbi Saul,
printed above, pp. 279-81, which is the end of the manuscript.

To the list of works by R. Z. H. are to be added: Notes to
Mishna, edited by Rabbi Michelsohn, under the title 31 Nxa¥
(Piotrkow, 1907), and in the book T %W by Juda of Glogau
(Fiirth, 1775), a pupil of R. Zevi Hirschel, several expositions
on Talmudic passages are printed (pp. 19a, 40a, 42 a).

Prof. M. Brann has called my attention to an approbation
by R. Z. H. to the book bW M by Isaac Israeli, Berlin, 1777
(cp. p- 57). According to Prof. Simonsen R. Zevi Hirsch had
a fourth daughter Zipporah Frade, married to Meyer Israel Meyer
of the family ‘Hausen’ in Altona. Three daughters of this
couple were married in Copenhagen, one of these, Dina Henriques,
was Prof. Simonsen’s great-aunt (cp. Zidsskrift f. Jedisk Lit. og
Hist., 1, p. 181). The conundrum as to how R. Zevi Hirsch
went to Piemonte (cp. p. 45 [380]) is solved by the same scholar,
who referred me to the book 19 Na¥ already mentioned, where
it is made clear that we have to read Pyrmont 93w='d, a small
watering-place in Germany.

Page 76 (JQR., X, 447), note 65. Mr. S. Seeligmann of
Amsterdam called my attention to Abraham Nancy’s book by
na1n, London, 1785, 8vo., mentioned by Schechter, Studies in
Judaism, 1, p. 377, and by me in JHSE., trans, VII, p. 288.
Abr. Nancy also wrote a dedication-poem ‘Lofzang ’ (Cat. Almanzi,
No. 4552) while he was (for sixteen years) tutor in the house of
Tobias Boas at the Hague, who was a great admirer of the Bal-
Shem Samuel Falk. He is called there Abraham Solomon
Nazig (cp. S. Seeligmann, Het geestelijk leven . . . te s Gravenhage,
1914, p. 12; also Steinschneider, ‘Jiidische Arzte’ in ZfHB.,
vol. XVII, pp. 68-98; Zeitlin, Bidl. Hebr. Post-Mendelssokniana,
s.z. Nantisch, p. 249).

Page 80 (451). The house ‘Zum Griinen Schild’ occurs
already in a list of houses of the years 1535-40 in J. Kracauer’s
Geschichte der Judengasse Frankfurt a/ M., p. 453 (S. Seeligm.).
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Page 82 (453). About Isaac Sinzheim, his son Zalman and
the family generally cp. now Wachstein, Znuschriften des alten
Sudenfriedhofes in Wien (1917), vol. I1, pp. 397—400. (S. Seeligm.).

Page 135 (506). The full title of Peppercorn’s book is: 7%
Laws of the Hebrews relating to the Poor and Strangers, written
in Hebrew in the 12th Century by the celebrated Rabbi M. Mai-
monides, London, Pelham Richardsons, 23 Cornhill, 1838. My
copy formerly belonged to a Mr. William Simpson and has his
book-plate. He may be identical with the Mr. Simpson men-
tioned on this page.

Page 148 (519). About Solomon Bennett cp. now S. Kirch-
stein’s Jiidische Graphiker, Berlin, 1918, pp. 15~-27 ; also Zeitlin,
Bibl. Hebr. Post-Mendels., pp. 26—y ; Griber, mmabn 2w nn, 1,
p- 28
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