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INTRODUCTION

Jews have been living in Lebanon since ancient times; they were mainly farmers and their numbers were smail.
In the 1860’s when Lebanon became a semi-independent state, there were Jewish communities in Tripoli,
Beirut and Sidon, as well as in rural areas such as Dayr al Qamar and Aley in the Shouf mountains. When
intercommunal fighting broke out in the area shortly after, most of the Jews in the villages left for Beirut. The
only remaining Jewish community in the interior was Hasbayya, on the slopes of Mount Lebanon, and at the
end of the century they left for Eretz Israel.

As modern Lebanon developed, its Jewish community grew. Newcomers arrived from Greece, Turkey, Iraq
and Syria and began to play an important role in the field of commerce. However, from the 1960’s the Jewish
population dwindled as a result of political events and nationalist Arab pressures; and the Six-Day-War
hastened the rate of emigration. By the summer of 1982, only a few dozen Jews remained, and some of these
have left since the fighting ended.

This is not the first time that the photographer Micha Bar-Am has documented Jewish life. “But this time,” he
said, “the task was more complicated than on previous occasions. The documentation was done while a war
was in progress, together with my journalistic assignments, and under the pressures resulting from war-time
circumstances.”

The photographs of Jewish sites represented in this collection, were taken by Micha Bar-Am in Sidon, Beirut,
Bhamdoun, Aley, and Dayr al Qamar.
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THE SEA FORTRESS AT SIDON. THE FORTRESS
WAS BUILT IN THE 18TH CENTURY.

L1871 TIRN2 TN TTYNT .NTYY “0%T NN~

10
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RIGHT: ENTRANCE TO THE BUILDING WHICH
WAS FORMERLY THE ALLIANCE SCHOOL.
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LANE LEADING TO THE SYNAGOGUE IN THE
SIDON CASBAH.
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INSIDE THE SYNAGOGUE, SIDON.
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THE WOODEN PLATFORM IN THE SYNAGOGUE,
SIDON.
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INSIDE THE SYNAGOGUE IN THE SIDON CASBAH. NW NDIDIT N1 LPTY Sw T20p2 NDIST N Db
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LATTICEWORK MADE OF STARS OF DAVID IN THE .NDIJT N33 MT 2N TMwy 1230
SYNAGOGUE.

THE PLACE OF THE GENIZA (THE DEPOSIT FOR .NDI3T N2 Araan opn
OUTWORN SACRED BOOKS) IN THE SYNAGOGUE.
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THE JEWISH CEMETERY OF SIDON, ON THE

SHORES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN.

23



IN THE SIDON JEWISH CEMETERY.
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TOMBSTONES IN THE SIDON JEWISH CEMETERY.
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FRONT OF THE MAGEN AVRAHAM SYNAGOGUE
IN THE WADI ABU JAMIL NEIGHBORHOOD OF
WEST BEIRUT. IT IS ONE OF THE FEW BEIRUT
SYNAGOGUES WHERE PRAYERS ARE STILL
OCCASIONALLY HELD.
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GATE AT THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE MAGEN

AVRAHAM SYNAGOGUE, BEIRUT.
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ENTRANCE TO THE MAGEN AVRAHAM
SYNAGOGUE, BEIRUT.
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INSIDE THE MAGEN AVRAHAM SYNA
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STEPS LEADING TO THE ARK IN THE MAGEN
AVRAHAM SYNAGOGUE, BEIRUT.
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TOP LEFT: LIST OF COMMUNAL INSTITUTIONS IN
THE MAGEN AVRAHAM SYNAGOGUE, BEIRUT

TOP RIGHT: CANDELABRUM IN THE MAGEN
AVRAHAM SYNAGOGUE, BEIRUT.

DOWN: BASE OF A CANDELABRUM IN THE MAGEN
AVRAHAM SYNAGOGUE DONATED BY MOSES
AVRAHAM SASSON OF CALCUTTA, WHO BUILT
THE SYNAGOGUE.
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PRAYER HALL IN THE MAGEN AVRAHAM
SYNAGOGUE. THE CARETAKER OF THE
SYNAGOGUE (STANDING ON THE RIGHT) IS AN
EGYPTIAN ARAB.
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SCROLLS OF THE LAW IN THE ARK OF THE MAGEN e a— .
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INSIDE THE MAGEN AVRAHAM SYNAGOGUE, N1 ,"0MNAK 1an” NDI3T N°2 0D
BEIRUT.
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COMMUNAL OFFICES INTHE COURTYARD OF THE
MAGEN AVRAHAM SYNAGOGUE, BEIRUT.
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BIKKUR HOLIM. CLINIC IN THE COURTYARD OF ,“DITAK [An” NDIDM N YA RSN .00 Mpra”
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HALL OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER IN Sphipkiainl ﬂ'?"ﬂpﬂ T oK
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ENTRANCE TO THE KAHAL REUVEN EDI
SYNAGOGUE, ON THE SECOND FLOOR OF THIS
HOUSE IN WADI ABU JAMIL.
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INSIDE THE KAHAL REUVEN EDI SYNAGOGUE, M 7TV 1A ‘7”]7" noidiT n"a 0b
BEIRUT.
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FRONT OF A HOUSE THAT FORMERLY BELONGED
TO JEWS IN WADI ABU JAMIL, BEIRUT.
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BACKYARD OF THE HOUSE IN WADI ABU JAMIL.
THE ARCHES OF THE WINDOWS AND THE
ENTRANCE ARE DECORATED WITH STARS OF

DAVID.
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GATE AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE JEWISH N pwnT MW MM NNapn n% oot Www
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JEWISH CEMETERY IN DAMASCUS ROAD. IT WAS MN23PT N LpwnT MW M NN3pit Ntaa
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JEWISH CEMETERY IN DAMASCUS ROAD, BEIRUT. M7, PWnT MW TN NPT Nhaa
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ENTRANCE TO THE SYNAGOGUE IN THE RESORT
TOWN OF BHAMDOUN. IN THIS TOWN ONLY
THREE JEWISH FAMILIES REMAIN.
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LARGE PRAYER HALL OF THE BHAMDOUN
SYNAGOGUE.
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MEMORIAL TABLETS AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE Riptalgmniiplohny nm% Il mmbo
SYNAGOGUE, BHAMDOUN.

Temple de Bhamdoun
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WOMEN’S GALLERY IN THE SYNAGOGUE,

BHAMDOUN.
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PLACARD SHOWING CLOCKFACES WITH THE
TIMES OF THE SABBATH SERVICES. THE PLACARD
WAS PROPPED UP AGAINST THE RAILINGS OF THE
BIMAH, BHAMDOUN SYNAGOGUE.
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OHEL YAAKOV SYNAGOGUE IN THE TOWN OF

ALEY IN THE SHOUF MOUNTAINS
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INSIDE THE OHEL YAAKOV SYNAGOGUE. VIEW
FROM THE READERS’ PLATFORM.
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INSIDE THE OHEL YAAKOV SYNAGOGUE. THE TPYM N0 N2 Npn."apy? 5rIX” NP N2 07D
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MEMORIAL TABLET TO YAAKOV ANZAROUT IN
THE ENTRANCE TO THE OHEL YAAKOV
SYNAGOGUE. THE SYNAGOGUE WAS BUILT BY
HIS SON, EZRA ANZAROUT OF BEIRUT IN 1897.
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WOMEN’S GALLERY IN THE OHEL YAAKOV
SYNAGOGUE, ALEY.
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CHARITY BOXES AND COMMUNAL RECORDS
KEPT BY THE GABBAI OF THE OHEL YAAKOV

SYNAGOGUE.
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PAGES FROM THE COMMUNAL
ALEY.
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FRONT OF THE SYNAGOGUE BUILDING IN DAYR
AL QAMAR. NEARBY IS THAT SECTION OF THE
TOWN STILL CALLED THE “JEWISH QUARTER”.
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INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING WHICH, ACCORDING Sw NDIdT NMD WR'Ww DMRANT MW NN 0in
TO THE LOCAL INHABITANTS, WAS A SRNKRP 5K ™ i
SYNAGOGUE.




TYPICAL INTERIOR COURTYARD NEAR
“JEWISH QUARTER” IN DAYR AL QAMAR.
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HENRIETTE SIDI, THE ONLY JEW STILL LIVING IN 2T PV A T YT L0 UM NNAAT
DAYR AL QAMAR, ON THE BALCONY OF HER JRNDKP 5x
HOME.

75-YEAR OLD HENRIETTE SIDI, SAYS SHE IS NOW Mayb TN par” 75 N3 LTI0 LT NNAAT
“TOO OLD TO START STRIKING ROOTS 12T ,7INK DIpRa wMw e,
ELSEWHERE.”
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Note to the non-Hebrew Reader

This book follows the Hebrew tradition. It is

to be read from right to left. The reader is asked
to start the book accordingly.
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