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AN INSIGHT INTO THE SPECIAL QUALITIES
OF REB ITSHE MEIR

By Rabbi Jacob Kamenetsky

To sit down and list the characteristic features of Reb Itshe
Meir the community leader is something I assumed would be rather
easy. After all I was rabbi of the “Torath Emeth” Kehilla for seven
yvears and there was no community activity, no kehilla project in
Toronto in which he did not participate. Many of them were
initiated by him.

So I thought it would be easy for me to provide a fairly full
picture and a rather exact description of his character.

But when I started, an image of Reb Itshe Meir suddenly
appeared in my mind’s eye and I could see him smirking, mocking
the eulogy I was about to write. I thought: “He had little taste for
flattery while he was down here in this world and now that he is
up there in the world of pure truth he would surely not want to
hear any flattery; and my heart then overflowed with a deep
feeling of gratitude, gratitude for all the goodness performed by
Reb Itshe Meir who rescued my family from the Hell of Europe. I
wanted only to express my thanks, but as the sages say when you
love someone, you go to excess.” And so I decided to write some
comment about the qualities of Torah people who aspired to
community leadership following the principle that if the sages
resembled the angels, we are merely simple humans.

In the blessing of the patriarch Jacob (Genesis 49:5) it is said:
“Shimon and Levi are brethren; weapons of violence their kinship
... cursed be their anger for it was fierce and their wrath for it
was cruel, I will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel.”
Rashi adds in his commentary that the poor, the scribes and the
teachers were to come out of the tribe of Shimon and that the tribe
of Levi will have to seek its livelihood in the threshing floors—in
order to collect the tithes and be dispersed among the Jews.

It is difficult to understand why they should be teachers
becawse their anger was so strong. According to Maimonides
(Akum A:33) the heads of Yeshivoth (academies of Torah learn-
ing) and scholars have to show how to live according to the precepts
of God. So the question is if Shimon and Levi were people of wrath
and anger, how can they be the teachers of the ways of God?
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When we look closer into the story of Shechem (in Genesis)
we see that Jacob was silent throughout. He understood that it
would not be possible to tear his daughter Dinah from the palace
of Shechem belonging to the Prince of the realm. As a man of truth
he could not propose an ormo (a deceitful way) to save her. So he
was silent when his son proposed circumcision for the men of
Shechem with the intention of taking his daughter later when they
would be lying in pain after the operation. Shimon and Levi did not
follow this plan and acted as their emotions dictated. Jacob
expressed himself very sharply against their anger though he did
acknowledge that the shame perpetrated on their sister affected
them more than it did the other sons. Their sense of justice was
keener. For this reason he chose them as leaders, as teachers and
mentors of the people for only such were worthy of leadership.

We also see that Moses who risked his life to save an Israelite,
killing an Egyptian who was beating him, came to merit God’s
message . . .

A leader must be one who is willing to sacrifice himself for the
community, one who risks all for his people expecting no reward,
no credit, no praise.

This is what distinguished Reb Itshe Meir. I never knew him to
expect any favor to be returned for anything he did for anyone or
that he expected anyone to be in his debt for this reason. He worked
for others with the same diligence, zeal and effort as he did for his
own affairs and interests.

When Moses saw two brothers quarreling and one was about
to raise his hand to strike the other, he could not resist intervening.
Both took an immediate dislike to him and became his enemies —
this extended from the time they informed on him to Pharaoh to the
time of the controversy with Korah. Within Moses there lay a
deeply imbedded antipathy to evil and a love for justice which is
why he behaved the way he did even to the point of risking his life.
Angi so he truly merited being the nation’s leader, being God’s
emissary for his people’s redemption.

Reb Itshe Meir was similarly blessed with this heaven-sent
quality. His practice was to honour people who were active for
Torah. He.was respectful to scholars who strengthened Jewish life
on the basis of Torah princivles and Torah life, and he always made
an effort to be in the circle of those who worked and lived for Torah.

May his memory be blessed among his progeny and his admir-
ers, among whom is the writer of these lines—Jacob Kamenetzky.
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REB ITSHE MEYER KOROLNEK 7”3}

by Rabbi M. Ochs
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“One erects no monuments for the righteous, their words and
deeds are their memorials”.

A host of living memorials attest to the devotion of the late
revered Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek  %~¥r; yet the writing of his
biography renders a distinct service to the Jewish Community. It
is valuable to record for posterity the rich and colorful life of this
devout, dedicated Jew, a man of courage and vision, one of the
pioneers who toiled and built for the Jewish future. Let us hope
that others will be inspired by his life-story and strive to emulate
his shining example.

It is still within the sad year of mourning for the wife with
whom he was blessed, Alta Toba Korolnek 7“y. A woman of un-
flagging kindliness, simple yet deep faith, an amazing fortitude,
cheerfulness, and complete acceptance of all that ‘“His dear Name
decreed”, she was to IMK both partner and life-companion. With
their demise a proud chapter of Toronto Jewish history has come
to a close.

First impressions often leave an indelible imprint.

I still vividly recall the occasion of my first meeting with
RIM, close to twenty-five years ago. My father Shlita had just
been elected Rav of the Eitz Chaim Kehilla. As he brought the
rest of the family over from England, many Baalei Batim met us
at Union Station and led us to a reception in the Talmud Torah
Hall. I was still a lad at'the time.
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The mounds of snow everywhere visible, the bearded jews
with fur hats, presented to me a picture of how I had imagined a
Polish shtetl. The central figure, a dynamo of energy, with a
glint in his eyes, obviously the Rosh Hakohol was RIMK. As
we sat at the tables he began to intone one of his favourites

TAW WP By IW DR WP

“Sanctify your name for those who acknowledge the sanctity
of your name!”

Ever since, this song, flowing forth so beautifully and harmo-
niously has symbolized for me the leit motif of RIM’s entire
career and strivings — the total consecration of all aspects of life
in the service of G-d.

The term “Godol” denotes a giant of Jewish scholarship. As
there are giants in Torah knowledge, so there are also giants
amongst Baalei Batim, giants in deeds and Jewish community
leadership. RIMK belongs to this latter category.

He was indefatigable and unswerving in his pursuit of prin-
ciple. He sought to establish a Kehilla patterned on the European
communities he had known, completely loyal to Torah and Jewish
tradition, embracing all Jewish needs, material and spiritual, public
and individual.

As such, he was instrumental in bringing over from Europe
the Rabbonim who headed Kehillath Torath Emeth. First the
Stashover Rav Hagaon Mahril Graubart 5%r, then Rabbi J.
Kaminetsky shlita, and then my father shlita. He then spearheaded
the lay backing to assist them organize Kashruth, Torah Educa-
tion, Shabbos observance, and the entire spectrum of Jewish life.
Fearless in his battle for Torah principles, he deeply revered his
Rabbonim and was their steadfast friend.

He personified some of the finest Jewish virtues. He was
ruggedly honest in all his dealings. In fact, his decision to leave
his town of Stashov was taken when he realized that he could no
longer subsist there, unless he cheated against the local customs
regulations. Whilst others leaving for “treifa America” would
flee in the dark of night, he invited all friends to a farewell
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party, and assured them he would remain fully observant and
loyal to Torah.

Even during the most difficult depression times, he refused
to accept any remuneration for his melodious, heartfelt rendition
of High Holy day Tefilos. These were his personal offering to G-d
as the emissary of his congregation. One who observed him, for
example, during the Yom Kippur Avoda, felt that in him indeed
one could perceive a reflection of 175 nX9m, the glory and splendour
of the Kohen Godol in the Holy Temple.

His personal acts of kindness were legion, combining concern
for his fellows’ material and spiritual needs. When an observant
Jew came over from Europe, he immediately took him to his bank,
personally guaranteed a loan, to enable the man to purchase a
horse, that he could become a peddler, his own boss, and not be
constrained to desecrate the Shabbos.

When a visitor or newcomer came to the synagogue, he was
always of the first to proffer hospitality, provide lodging, give
support. He was an excellent appeal-maker for charity and Torah
institutions (whether the “coal appeal” for the Talmud Torah,
Yeshivas Sfas Emes, or the kitchen to feed the poor in Jerusalem
for which he raised funds at every Matzeva unveiling). He always
provided both the fervour for the Mitzvah, and set the tone of
the contributions.

No aspect of Jewish life was beyond the purview of his

concern. At weddings he was indispensable
7AW =5m 199 10N, — 7937100 VAR 1%
At Yeshivah dinners he was called on to enhance the occasion with
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As the years advanced he became increasingly a legendary figure,
universally beloved. Some people pledged a contribution to the
Talmud Torah every time they beheld his patriarchal features.

At the sad occasion of a bereavement one could rely upon him
as head of the Chevra Kadisha that the last sacred rites for a dear
departed would be reverently and tenderly performed, in accordance
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with Jewish tradition. Similarly, his wife, as long as she had
strength, headed the women’s “Chevra”.

His life-work, one could say his magnum opus, was Talmud
Torah Eitz Chaim. At a time when spirit of defeatism prevailed,
when the prophets predicting the imminent disappearance of all
vestiges of Judaism abounded on all sides, against bitter and
determined opposition, RIMK did not hesiate a moment to
confront the task of providing Torah education. When Rabbi
Graubart 91 received a phone call threatening IM’s life, if he
proceeded with the building of the Talmud Torah, the Rav called
to counsel caution and delay. RIM responded, “I see, Rabbi, that
with you, the Talmud Torah will not be built”. He then advised
the Rav to take a leave of absence to another community — until
he recalled him to Toronto to behold the completed edifice.

Throughout the more than half-century history of Eitz Chaim,
RIMK was the central pillar and vital force behind the institution.

It is a special blessing when a parent sees his work continued
and extended by his children. RIMK was granted this great nachas.
Each child in his and her own way carries on as a ‘“‘chunk’” of the
father — but none, and in fact no one, can replace the whole.

At the funeral of RIMK, I recalled the words of the Talmud
MW Arowaw BRI OR2Y RO MY L. 02090 1 (RAY DD XD 524y a9 ,Naw)
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“The western light of the Menorah of the Temple testified before
all comers that the Shechina resided amongst the Jewish people.
From it the Kohen would kindle all the lights, and it never burned
out. The Gemora, however, adds, that with the passing of Shimon
Hatzadik this miracle ceased and the Ner Maaravi was_ extinguish-
ed. The Sages say that it was rekindled from the a™yn mam ,the
altar of burnt-offerings.

RIMK came to symbolize for an entire generation the Ner
Maaravi, the indomitable, unquenchable Torah spirit, defying and
surviving all statistics and vicissitudes. RIMK 7y is no longer
physically in our midst. The miraculous light has been withdrawn.
But the fire he kindled lives on — fanned by the selfless devotion
to Torah of his own children and the many friends whom he
inspired as an eternal flame.
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YESHIVAH SFATH EMETH — JERUSALEM

AN EXPRESSION OF DEEP CONDOLENCE

In a letter to the editors of the Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek
Memorial Publication, the Administration of the famed Gur
Yeshivah, also known as Yeshivah Sfath Emeth, so named for the
celebrated GERER REBBE, Rabbi Aryeh Leib Alter, author of
the well-known book, Sfath Emeth, pays tribute to Reb Itshe
Meyer. The Hebrew text appears in this volume in its entirety.
Here we give a synopsis of the statement.

The leaders of the Gerer Yeshivah refer to Reb Itshe Meyer’s
signal qualities as a great altruist, a man dedicated with every
fibre of his being to the ideal of ZEDAKAH, ever ready to extend
a helping hand to his fellow-man, and always attuned to the needs
of other human beings.

Mention is made of his office of trustee of the Yeshivah and
his excellent stewardship as fund-raiser for the institution. He
always carried out his mission with joy and devotion. His beloved
wife, the late Alta Toba, of blessed memory, always cooperated
with him in these endeavours like the true woman of valour that
she was. These great efforts continued also during Reb Itshe
Meyer’s declining days.

During his visits to the Holy Land he took a warm interest
in the Yeshivah and the welfare of its students. He would converse
with them and he related to them as a loving father.

On his last visit, after the Six Day War, he rejoiced at the
sight of the expansion of the Yeshivah, including the additional
floors of the dormitory.
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Reb Itshe Meyer was unique among the elders of the GERER
Hasidim. He would quote from the lore of Kotzk and Ger, always
with enthusiasm and zeal.

His passing is a great loss to GER HASIDUT, for with him
has now departed a truly original and interesting personality. May
his soul be bound up in the bond of life.

Opening of Viewmount Korolnek Building, November 17, 1963.
From left to right: Rabbi Dr. W. Wurzberger, Rabbi Dr. D. Ochs
I. M. Korolnek, Markus N usbaum, Moshe Nusbaum, Ch. J. Zeifmani
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REB ITSHE MEYER KOROLNEK
A TRIBUTE

By Rabbi Abraham Kahaneman
President, Ponevez Yeshiva

It was in Miami Beach, Florida, where my father, the Gaon,
of Blessed Memory, first met this wonderful man, Reb Itshe Meyer
Korolnek. At the very first contact with him, my father was im-
pressed with his unusual gifts and dazzling personality. A man of
action, he was uniquely dedicated to Torah education, founder of the
Talmud Torah in Toronto, and a man of great concern for the
education of youth in our Holy Land.

Soon they became close to each other, and a great friendship
grew between them. A unique partnership emerged between the
families of Ponevez and Korolnek.

I recall his visit at the Ponevez Yeshiva, where he came with
his beloved wife, now too, of Blessed Memory. There was a grand
reception for them. One can still hear the Niggunim that he sang.
Who can forget the Hasidic ecstasy so characteristic of him?

The Korolnek family became a pillar of the Ponevez Yeshiva
during Reb Itshe Meyer’s life-time. After his departure, his children
received from him his legacy of generosity, and continued the great
tradition of giving and dedication to Torah projects; and specifically
the ramified activities of Ponevez.

Outstanding among them is Mr. Herbert Karoll who with every
fibre of his heart and soul is dedicated to the Ponevez Yeshiva.
Mr. Karoll always made himself available to my sainted father,
assisting him at all times and opening all doors for him.
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The projected Karoll Educational Centre of Kiryat Ponevez in
Ashdod, which will house hundreds of boys and girls reared and
trained in the atmosphere of Ponevez Yeshiva, will be a glorious
memorial to their great father whose name will be enshrined in
this great institution.

*Editor’s Note

Rabbi Joseph Shlomo Kahaneman, known as the Ponevez Rav, with
his Yeshiva and large Torah Seminars, has achieved fame as an incom-
parable builder of Torah institutions in Israel.

Among the large contributors were Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek and
his children. They revered and admired the Ponevez Rav.

Rabbi Abraham Kahaneman, the son, continues in the ways of his
great father — building and creating Yeshivas and Jewish Centres in
B’nai Brak, Ashdod and other cities in Israel.

Reb Itshe Meyer was successful in all his endeavors because he
was a fearless man. He was not easily frightened, because he was

convinced of the rightness of his cause, and had an abiding faith
in his ideals.
£ LS £ *

Reb Itshe Meyer served the Toronto Jewish community with heart

and soul. WiFh every fibre of his being he was dedicated to the
cause of Jewish education as he understood and conceived it.

il B e L R G N NN Dl -
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THE RABBI AND THE COMMUNITY LEADER

by Rabbi Dr. David Graubart

When I first heard the name of Itshe Meyer Korolnek I was,
still a small boy in Staszow. I heard of letters which had arrived
from Toronto, a city in far-away Canada, dealing with my father’s
possible journey there in order to accept the rabbinic post in that
community. The letterheads and stationery bore the name of that
fantastic Jew, and I don’t know why, but it seemed to me that he
had to be a banker ; throughout the weeks and months during which
the negotiations proceeded with the almost legendary Max Korolnek
— this was the name in English — I kept on thinking that he was
a banker ... Isn’t he mailing Steamship tickets — that is the work
of a banker ...

In the meantime my father had left for London, England, a
member of the Mizrachi delegation to the historic World Zionist
Conference. There he delivered an address at the closing session
in Albert Hall, where he severely ecriticized the Polish anti-
Semitically oriented government. As a result of the publication
of excerpts of his speech in the Polish press, the Mayor of Staszow,
Pan Krause, warned my mother to advise my father by way of
secret code not to return to Staszow but to proceed directly from
London to Toronto. She immediately carried out these instructions,
and my father sailed from London to Toronto. Mother and we, the
children, left Staszow shortly thereafter, proceeding to Toronto.

It was Erev Yom Kippur when we detrained at Toronto’s Union
Station on Front Street, where we were met by father and Reb
Itshe Meyer Korolnek. The small boy looked at the long-awaited
Mr. Korolnek. Somehow he did not look like the banker in his
imagination! Before him stood a Hasidic Jew of the type of the
Jews of Staszow: Is this the Mr. Korolnek?
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Reb Itshe Meyer had evidently read my thoughts, and with his
familiar smile turned to me and my brother Philip, addressing us
thus: “I see that you are surprised, Ha-zot Naomi? Is this Mr.
Korolnek ? Yes, yes, it’s I, a heimisher Yid, an old-fashioned Jew,
your Stashever landsman, and let me tell you right now that
Toronto is but a collection of many Stashevs, and that one can
observe Yiddishkeit here just as meticulously as in Staszow” ...

That Yom Kippur we heard Reb Itshe Meyer for the first time
as he chanted the liturgy at services in Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim
on D’Arcy Street. Who will ever forget that?

After the Holy Days the family abode was set up, first at
9 Baldwin Street, close to the Korolneks, and later on 22 Cecil
Street. The man who was responsible for all this was, of course,
Reb Itshe Meyer.

And beginning with those early days, and literally to the last
moment of my father’s life, the two, the Rabbi and the community
leader, were inseparable. They soon became ‘“‘the beloved ones and
the dedicated ones who in their lives were not separated,” to para-
phrase the words in David’s eulogy over Saul and Jonathan. Their
cooperation was a model of harmony.

In Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim, where Reb Itshe Meyer was the

moving spirit, he certainly had the spiritual co-operation of his
beloved rabbi and friend. Despite their differences based on prin-
ciples, let us say with respect to curriculum, the Rabbi’s word was
in such matters sacred to Reb Itshe Meyer. To me, as a youthful
observer, that was a remarkable phenomenon. The Hasidic Jew,
who held old-world views on Jewish life, manifested a true under-
standing of the Rabbi’s anshauuncen; the Rabbi’s outlook was
Lamdanic-Maskilic, which means that his ideology was traditional
and at the same time enlightened. Because of this cooperation it
was possible for the Talmud Torah to adopt a more or less modern
curriculum. Of course, there arose conflicts round this problem;
certainly there took place lively discussions at meetings in those

years — the Rabbi and Reb Itshe Meyer understood each other well
and worked harmoniously.
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In the life of the community, the two, Rabbi and Parnas, my
father and the Rosh Ha-Kahal, worked together consistently. This
is not to say that there were no differences of ovinion in those
areas — in a certain sense the two represented two different worlds
— but, as I remember, the two always achieved a wondrous
harmony. No one in the city was able to alienate one from the
other.

There was a time of great communal conflicts. Struggles took
place which have already become part of Toronto Jewish history.
In one period, the religious camp Machneh had become Machnayim,

two camps ... It was not always a Machneh Elohim, God’s Camp,
but as Scripture puts it, “And he called the name of that place
Machnayim, two Camps” ... There existed a Kehillah, but there

also functioned the Kehal Adas Israel. Its spiritual leader was the
Rav; its Parnas — Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek. It was with extra-
ordinary endurance and perseverance that Reb Itshe Meyer led the
Kehal Adas, as the organization was popularly known. For he was
a born leader, a Manhig b’hesed Elyon. by the Grace of God. And
how loyally he served his beloved Rabbi! Their cooperation, their
working together, is a resplendent chapter in the chronicle of the
Jewish community of Toronto.

At that time there came to Toronto three celebrated rabbis
from the United States, who composed a Beth Din which was to
settle a conflict between the two religious camps and, of course,
the differences which had arisen between the Gaon, Rabbi Judah
Leib Graubart, and the other Toronto Rabbanim. That conflict is
already part of history; it is reflected in detail in the columns of
the Hebrew Daily Journal. I now recall the good reporting of H.
M. Kirshenbaum and the articles of its editor, Abraham Rhinewine.
The rabbis were Israel Rosenberg, Joseph Konvitz and Alter Saul
Pfeffer. Rabbis Rosenberg and Konvitz were at various times the
presidents of the Agudath ha-Rabbanim, The Union of Orthodox
Rabbis of the U.S. and Canada, and great Talmudists ; Rabbi Konvitz
was the son-in-law of the celebrated Gaon, Ridvaz, Rabbi of Slutzk
and later Chief Rabbi of Chicago; Rabbi Pfeffer, a true Gadol
B'Torah, to whom a resvonsum is addressed in my father’s Magnum
Opus, Habalim Ba-Ne’Imim. The three were admirers of the Toronto
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Rav, but they had to serve as mediators between him and the
Toronto rabbis ... I still remember their halachic decision, their
p’sak din! In the text they used the same titles for all the rabbis
without distinction: everyone was called Ma’ alat K’vod and ha-Rav
ha-Gadol! ... They were, of course, impartial judges.

Reb Itshe Meyer manifested in those years his extraordinary
talents as a trained diplomat. Daily he visited the Rabbi, discussing
with him problems which concerned both of them; nothing could
be done without him. What tolerance one displayed to the other!
That does not mean that there were not times when their endurance
was not put to the test. I recall such moments ... Finally things
arrived at ‘et Vahev ba-sufah’, as the rabbis put it in a comment
on a Scriptural verse, meaning that after the storm comes the love
feast, and understanding follows disagreement.

And thus it had always been: the beloved ones and the dedi-
cated ones, the Rabbi and Reb Itshe Meyer. In Toronto Rabbi
Graubart and Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek were often mentioned in
the same breath. And so it lasted till the last moment . . .

And when Rabbi Graubart was gone for a brief period of time,
becoming Chief Rabbi of St. Louis, Missouri, in the United States,
Reb Itshe Meyer once brought him to Toronto as the principal
speaker at the dedication of the Talmud Torah! However, he did
not let him return to St. Louis. Rabbi Graubart settled again in
Toronto, where he resided till the last moment on 147 Dennison
Avenue.

Shabbat Bereshit had arrived. The Rabbi was called to the
Torah; the reader ended his portion with the verse, “And Enoch
walked with God and he was not! For God took him” ..

The following Wednesday evening, the Gaon, Maharil, Rabbi
Judah Leib Graubart, breathed his last. At his side, summoned
by my mother, the beloved Rebbetzin, stood Reb Itshe Meyer
Korolnek, dedicated disciple, associate, co-worker, hasid and beloved
friend. His weeping voice was heard over the telephone in Chicago:
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“Noflah ’Ateret rashenu!” Indeed, the crown had fallen from his
head ...

* * *

On the entire North American Continent Reb Itshe Meyer was
one in a generation, sui generis. One hardly believes that in all of
Canada and in the United States of America there lived another
such community leader. Reb Itshe Meir was a pioneer, a halutz of
the religious Jewish education system in the city. The Crown and
Glory of his multi-faceted communal activity was without a doubt
the Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim with all its ramifications, actually
a complex of institutions. But other institutions, too, bear his
imprint. He was, indeed, one in a generation.

YTRE1 N DRI DTN DMWY DYANNIT

Lovely and pleasant in their lives,
and in their death they were not divided.

— —
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Rabbi J. L. Graubart, Rabbi Pinchas Ravid, Itshe Meir Korolnek,
Joseph Cooper.
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On the cemetery of Adas Israel Anshei Poland (Talmud Torah
Eitz Chaim, D’Arcy Street) on Roselawn Avenue:

Rabbi J. L. Graubart, next to his friend and disciple from Staszow,
Rabbi Pinchas Ravid, who served as the Principal of Eitz Chaim
for many years, and Reb 1. M. Korolnek and Reb Joseph B. Cooper,
a founder of the Talmud Torah, flanked and surrounded by the
founders of Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim.
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REB ITSHE MEYER

by Rabbi Dr. Israel H. Weisfeld

As a small boy, while studying in the old Talmud Torah Eitz
Chaim on D’Arcy Street, the figure of Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek,
he of the flaming red beard and changing moods, sometimes
radiantly, winningly smiling, other times fiercely scowling, became
a daily part of the scenery. Soon it became evident that both in
Shul and in the Talmud Torah councils he was the dominant per-
sonality ; his advice heeded, his word accepted. And not long later
he emerged and remained the articulate spokesman for Polish
Jewry in Toronto — an accepted and respected communal leader.

Now what was it that enabled this man to tower above his
peers — many far more learned — and to speak out on local and
communal! matters with authority and finality?

Long ago Maimonides reviewed the Talmudic debate of whether
man’s actions are predestined or a result of his own choice? He
opted for and ruled that man enjoys complete freedom of will. In
his own words, “Man is given freedom of the will. If he wishes to
choose the right way and be righteous, he is free to do so; if he
wants to choose the wrong path and be wicked, he is free to do so.

“Do not believe what the stupid among the gentiles and most
of the blockheads among the Jews say, that God decides at birth
whether one will be righteous or wicked. No, every human being
can either be righteous like Moses or wicked like Jeroboam. He can
be wise or foolish, merciful or cruel, miserly or open-handed, for
there is no compulsion exerted upon him, and nothing draws him
to one of two ways. A person chooses his way with his own
determination.”

True, in the physical, tangible world it is inscribed on Rosh
Hashanah and sealed on Yom Kippur, “How many shall pass away
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and how many shall be born; who shall live and who shall die; who
shall be at ease and who shall be brought low and who shall be
exalted ...” but spiritually, morally, man is master of his fate.
Indeed, even to the extent of determining his belief or disbelief in
God. For did not the Talmudic sages posit the dictum that hakol
biyedei shamayim chutz miyirat shamayim?

Living in a black-and-white world of strong, immutable con-
victions Itshe Meyer was able to influence and indelibly impress
his household, his peers, his environment. And because his own
path was clearly marked and straight he brooked no detours on the
part of others.

But sincerity, profound convictions and a readiness to be
questioned, criticized and openly maligned for his strongly ex-
pressed views and beliefs do not completely account for his strong
personality and long, acknowledged leadership.

He lived among men of conviction; many were those who were
equally sincere, sacrificial and communally active, yet they re-
mained relatively quiet and unknown, whereas he became a true
leader, “higher than any of the people from his shoulders and
upward.” What pluses did he possess? First, his courage and his
democracy were disarming. He had one voice for the great and
insignificant alike. There was no shame about him — he was
always Itshe Meyer and in the parlance of the day he ‘“said it like
it was.” Secondly, there was his inexhaustible energy. From his
bottle shop in front of his home on Baldwin Street, he would dash
away to an emergency Talmud Torah, Vaad Hakashrus, Yeshiva,
Rabbis-laymen, Kehillah and numerous other time and energy con-
suming meetings, conferences, sessions. And always he would
speak up, clearly, logically, simply and boldly. And mostly he carried
the day.

Above all, however, there was one rare attribute that marked
him and set him apart. To employ a current and much-abused
term, Itshe Meyer Korolnek possessed “charisma.” This is a difficult
term to define. Perhaps it is best defined as some quality that very
few possess and that is immediately recognizable. Privately or
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publicly, in the intimacy of a personal conversation or from the
platform making an appeal or espousing a worthy cause; the colour-
fulness of his personality — his charisma was unmistakably com-
pelling.

Not everyone agreed with him; some voiced their opposition
bitterly and crudely, but his tenacity, singlemindedness and charisma
overpowered all opposition. Moreover his ubiquitous, communal
presence; his day and night appearance and participation in meet-
ings and sessions dealing with all conceivable communal matters
was recognized and his selfless motivation and interest appreciated.

It is a sad but true historic footnote that so many leaders in
the process of reorganizing and saving society, the ‘“world,” lose
their own children. Preoccupation with the needs of humanity
causes the ignorition and sacrifice of their household ... Not so
Itshe Meyer Korolnek. In this too he was a happy exception. Wisely,
perhaps unconsciously he involved his household in all his com-
munal, as well as private affairs. If Herb and Sam were at the
Talmud Torah services on Kol Nidre night, on a special visit from
Chicago, and Itshe Meyer was making the annual appeal for coal
to heat the Talmud Torah during the coming winter, they would
be called upon publicly by him for most generous donations. If it
was not a mitzvah that they should snap up, why was he making
the appeal ...?

How rewarding the Nachas for him and his lovely wife as
they commuted in the later years between Toronto and Chicago
to find his children presidents of Shuls, officers in Yeshivos,
chairing committees, generously supporting Jewish causes and in-
stitutions, roshom ve-rubbom in Jewish problems and activities.

Truly, maasei avot simman lebanim was realized, for not only
had he helped transform his environment; more importantly, he
had influenced and so conditioned his sons and daughters that the
meaningful tribute could be applied to him, “For I have known
him and his household after him, that they may keep the way of
the Lord, to do righteousness and justice.”
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1915 — TALMUD TORAH EITZ CHAIM ESTABLISHED ON
CHESTNUT ST. WITH AN ENROLLMENT OF 7 CHILDREN.
1917 — MOVED TO D’ARCY STREET

Beginning in 1915 with 7 children in quarters on Chestnut Street,

Reb I. M. Korolnek and others realized the need of proper accom-

modation for the teaching of Torah. In 1917 they moved the

Talmud Torah to the then fashionable D’Arcy Street near the pa-

latial houses on Beverley Street. In 1928 they rebuilt it to keep up

with the growing school population and the need for more modern
accommodations.
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FACTS AND DATES IN THE LIFE OF
REB YITZCHAK MEYER KOROLNEK
Adar 23, 5644 (1884) — Iyar 8, 5731 (1971)

by S. Nachmani

IN LIEU OF A PREFACE

Our hearts are filled with reminiscences of Reb Yitzchak

Meyer Korolnek, or as we affectionately called him, Reb Itshe
Meyer.

This Sefer Ha-Zikkaron, based on authentic documents,
conversations with his wife, now too of blessed memory, and
with his children, will hopefully give expression to our feelings
and thoughts in that they will delineate his personality, his
character, and his contributions to religious Toronto.

In the forthcoming chapters, written by a score of con-
tributors, as well as through a cycle of pictures, letters, and
documents, the reader will obtain a clear view and evaluation
of Reb Itshe Meyer; his place in Toronto’s Orthodoxy; his role
as a pioneer of Jewish religious education and as a moving
spirit in every significant communal endeavour.

BIRTH AND RESIDENCE

Reb Itshe Meyer was born on Adar 23, 5644 (1884), in Szydlow,
Poland, to his parents, Israel Yechiel and Rivkah. His father GERER
hasid, died in GER — Goéra Kalwarja — during a visit on the High
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Holy Days with the celebrated GERER REBBE; young Itshe Meyer
became the family’s provider and bread-winner.

His bride and life’s companion, Alta Toba, was born in Kielce,
but spent her childhood in Szydlow, her mother Rivkah’s birthplace.
Years later the Goldkind family moved to Staszow, the birthplace
of her father, Moshe. Thus three towns were the residences of the
Korolneks and the Goldkinds — all in the province of Radom,
Poland.

Itshe Meyer and Alta Toba knew each other as children, so
that it was easy for the Shadchan to effect the marriage which
had already been decreed in heaven ...

It was a good marriage, divinely pre-ordained. They were
married on Sivan 19, 5662 - 1902, in Staszow; he — age eighteen,
as it is written in the Mishnah of AVOT, “at eighteen to the bridal
canopy’’; she — age seventeen, which is the numerical value of
TOV ... The marriage was solemnized by the rabbi of Staszow,
Rabbi Judah Leib Graubart, of blessed memory.

It is interesting that Rabbi Graubart was the SANDAK at the
B’rit of their son, Israel Yechiel — Herb, as he is known today —
and he also solemnized the marriage of Herb and his bride in
Toronto.

The Korolneks gave birth to four children in Staszow and to
five in Toronto. When Reb Itshe Meyer left Staszow he was
twenty-six years old, leaving behind his wife and four children.
The goal was to make some money and return home. Destiny willed
it otherwise.

After his departure, two children took sick and died. The
gentle young mother did not have the courage to apprise her hus-
band of the sad news. He was always an ardent father.

So what does a lonely woman do? She journeyed to the
Shidlover Rebbe to hear his advice. She came equipped with a letter
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from her husband in Toronto which also contained ten roubles, a
goodly sum in those days.

The Rebbe, a wise man, offered her his counsel: She should
reply that with the money she had purchased various items, in-
cluding apparel for Israel Yechiel and Samuel, thus not referring
to the other children, and he would “catch on” ... She obeyed the
Rebbe, and her young husband understood, wanting to know details
... To her enquiry whether one could lead a Jewish life in Toronto,
there arrived a letter containing a ship’s ticket with the suggestion
that she decide whether to join her husband immediately or wait

until he could save more capital and return to Staszow. Her decision:
to come to Canada.

FAMILY SETTLES IN TORONTO

In 1904 Reb Moshe Goldkind decided to leave his birthplace
and look for a livelihood in the New World. His plan met with
obstacles, and he went to England; from there to Canada. He
arrived in Toronto on the third day of Hannukah, 5664, leaving his
family behind in Staszow, his wife, children and son-in-law
Reb Itshe Meyer.

It took six years before he had the opportunity to bring over
part of his family: his wife, the saintly Rivkah, of blessed memory,
and the son-in-law whom he revered and respected. They arrived
in Toronto on May 12, 1910. A year and four months later, on
September 9, 1911, Itshe Meyer’s family arrived. The in-laws to-
gether with their daughter and son-in-law made their home at
35 Baldwin Street, a central street in Jewish Toronto of that era.
It was there that they lived out their years.

The Korolnek residence, even after the removal of the Jewish
community to the northern part of the city, had become a rallying
point for Jews of Toronto and Jews of other parts of the world,
who came to the city on various philanthropic and educational
missions. This writer’s first address was the Korolnek home. The
family continued to have its domicile there so long as Reb Itshe
Meyer was able to have his Minyan. For six decades 35 Baldwin
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was a famous address! There he was the hard worker, living by
the sweat of his brow, and there he would forever be “politicking”;
there he received great merchants as well as celebrated rabbis.
When he fell ill and could no longer maintain his Minyan, he
found a new residence, also number 35, and again in proximity to
Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim!

Reb Itshe Meyer worked hard during those early ‘immigrant’
years. He suffered a good deal during the years of World War 1.
Father-in-law and son-in-law labored hard at buying, washing and
selling bottles. However, it was a labor of love because he could be
independent and a Sabbath observer. These were days when em-
ployment without working on Saturday and Yom Tovim was rarely
available. Reb Itshe Meyer and his father-in-law chose a harder
livelihood in order to be free to observe Shabbos meticulously.

As his son Herb tells us, the father once had the opportunity
to earn a very large sum of money which could have led him into
a million-dollar business, but it was involved with some illegality,
and he shunned such earnings and profits. He taught his children
to travel the straight road in their business dealings. Even as he
always wanted to be an Osek b’tzorke tzibbur be-emunah, a faithful
communal worker, he sought to be an osek b’misechar be-emunah,
an ethical businessman!

How satisfied he was, he would tell in later years, that Alta

Toba had decided to come to Toronto, in this way avoiding the
tribulations of World War 1.

THE INFLUENCE OF HIS YOUTH

Re?‘t? Itshe Meyer, as we knew him, was energetic, dynamic,
and militant. These characteristic traits accompanied him to his
eighties.
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The severity was already rooted in his youth, when he became

an orphan and had to fight his own life’s battles and be a provider
for his family.

He would wax angry, speak with a sharp tongue, but he was
basically a man of gentleness ... gentle Alta Toba influenced him

greatly. She was his wonderful helpmate, inspiring him in his
communal efforts.

He became a valiant fighter for organized religious education
as well as for an organized Kehillah. He was one of the founders of
Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim, YESHIVAT MAHARIL, named for
Rabbi Judah Leib Graubart, and in his later years helped in
founding of Ner Israel Yeshiva, Beit Yaakov as well as other
Torah institutions. At the same time, he helped organize a central
Kehillah and Rabbinate. After the dissolution of the Kehillah he
founded the Shomrei Ha-Das, actively participated in the organiza-
tion of the Orthodox Division of the Canadian Jewish Congress,
and other religious bodies for the strengthening of Judaism.

The Kehillah of Toronto, as a central body, was founded in
September of 1924, and its statutes, aims and projects were mo-
deled on those of the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe.

The Kehillah became the recognized organization for Kashrut,
the maintenance of a Rabbinate, shohetim, mashgihim, and the
subsidizing of educational institutions.

Reb Itshe Meyer was one of its organizers, occupying an im-
portant place in the administration. Thanks to his participation in
the directorate and his influence among Polish Jews, the Kehillah,
despite many obstacles, maintained its position for well over two
decades. Particularly manifest was his dynamic leadership, when
Mr. Joseph Levine was the president of the Toronto Kehillah. Both
were the central pillars, guiding the destiny of the religious life of
the community. After the dissolution of the Kehillah, the two
proceeded to organize the Orthodox Division of the Canadian
Jewish Congress, under the leadership of Mr. Meyer W. Gasner,
the distinguished head of the Welfare Fund, Canadian Jewish
Congress, Central Region, and other national and local organiza-
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FREE LOAN FOUNDATIONS

JERUSALEM P.0.B. 178 .7.n orywir

10 Nissan, 5731

Date 5 April, ' ar .n"a

Mr. and Mrs. I.Ms Korolnek
35 Viewmount Ave.
Toronto, Ontario

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Korolnek,

We are pleased to enclose the photostat copy of your Free Loan Foundation known as the
Toronto Free Loan Foundation established in Israel by Mr. and Mrs. I.M. Korolnek.

As you know, your Free Loan Fund has a separate account at the Bank Leumi, Israel's
National Bank, and the account number is 74280/69.

As you can see, whatever has been don.ted for this Free Loan Fund has been put into this
account and the payments on the loans that were issued from this account have also been
put back into it. In this way, the Toronto Free Loan Foundation has been working as a
revolving fund to help in‘'different ways.

There are not sufficient words to express the great impcrtance of having a special Free
Loan Fund. We already have 214 Free Loan Funds under our Trustee and have representatives
in most of the cities in the country. We are happy that we are able to help hundreds and
hundreds of people among whom are young couples waiting to be married, those who want to
establish themselves in business, students who want to study, large families who need
necessary equipment in their homes, and could not possibly get them without a loan. Lately,
we are also a gre=t source of help to those idealistie immigrants from different countries
who want to establish themselves and find the beginning of settling here very difficult.

May G—d bless you for the help you have given through this great nroject.

We would like to ask you if it would be possible for you to send us a substantial amount
to increase the Toronto Free Loan Foundation because the need is very gre.t and the merit
tremendous.

However, if it is difficult for you, please forgive us for asking. We are only asking
because we have a large waiting list of people who are desperately in need of help, and

it is through the generosity of people like you we are able to assist them with interest-fre
loans. We are sure that you are aware of the special importance of having this Free

Loan Fund on a bigger scale because this is an everlasting project for generations and
generations to come, which will bring you untold happiness in the knowledge that you are
doing such a great thing.

Looking forward to hearing from you, and with kindest personal regards, I am,

——
Si/’ rely yours,
L /ﬂ%ﬁﬂ—/ LY
ACHEM PORUSH
Member of Israel Parliament
MP/pm encl. Chairman: Board of Directors

The Korolneks have organized a Free Loan Foundation in Jeru-
salem, and this letter from M. PORUSH, Ch.K., expresses the
importance of this project.
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tions. Reb Itshe Meyer took a leading part in the new religious body,
participating in all its sessions. They would always consider his
opinions and proposals, appreciating his seriousness and influence.

But, not only did he dedicate himself to community affairs,
he also found time to listen to a niggun and sing it wondrously with
all its nuances and movements without looking into notes ... to
hear him sing was sheer delight!

TALMUD TORAH AND REB ITSHE MEYER

From the day that he was instrumental in founding Talmud
Torah Eitz Chaim, in 1915, to his last day, in 1971, he was involved
with his heart and soul in the work of this Torah institution. He
would spare no effort when it came to his beloved Eitz Chaim.

In 1940, when Eitz Chaim observed its twenty-fifth anniver-
sary, we read a report in the Toronto Hebrew Daily Journal, in a
Friday issue of December 1940:

“... Itshe Meyer Korolnek, honorary president and chairman
of the Anniversary Committee, held spell-bound a crowd of two
thousand sitting and standing listening to his sincere words” ...
It was in 1916, during World War I, a time when the fire of cannons
was consuming the Jewish communities overseas that unique per-
sonalities, Jews fired with the zeal of their faith, could no longer
be indifferent to the sight of pedlars — melamdim who went from
house to house teaching the children a few lines from the Siddur
... they resolved to do something about it, and this was how the
foundation was laid for TALMUD TORAH EITZ CHAIM ... Reb
Itshe Meyer was one of the first and most dedicated ... and his
sons — among the first pupils.”

Directing the curriculum and examinations was the so-called
POLISH RABBI, as Reb Yudel Tarler was called ... He was the
famed Rabbi Judah Rosenberg, translator of the Zohar, author of
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Ziv ha-Zohar, and other works. The laymen cared for the financial
aspect of the institution.

Money was soon needed for a new building, but where were
the means to be found?

Reb Itshe Meyer was daring indeed, when he loaned the sum
of $1,000, and a building was purchased on D’Arcy Street, then in
the heart of the Jewish community. Modern classrooms were built,
and at the dedication Reb Itshe Meyer collected nearly $3,000.

Like a veritable pillar of iron he always guarded the Talmud
Torah against all obstacles, always trying to satisfy the faculty.

Reb Leibush Noble, first teacher, tells in the Jubilee Book
pp. 77-78: “... When I arrived in 1912, I first came to Davven in
the Elm Street Synagogue, where we worshipped in the traditional
manner, and where a communal SEUDAH SH’LISHIT was held. In
charge were Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek and Reb Ya’Akov Reich-
man ... In those days the young men of the Elm Street Shul had
begun to think of the future of their children ... And so the Eitz
Chaim Talmud Torah was born ...”

Reb Itshe Meyer was always a man who labored on behalf of
institutions and causes, but also the man who urged others to do
the same.

As said before, he was ever the great protector of the teachers,
seeing to it that they were paid decently and on time. “A hungry
teacher cannot be efficient in the classroom”, was his motto. He
was a great adherent of discipline in class. Great was his joy when
he saw an increase of students in the Talmud classes. It was in this

area that he relied on the opinions of the Rabbis a great deal for
advice and guidance.

IMPORTS HIS RABBI

Reb Itshe Meyer was eager to have a rabbi who would be a
great HA.LAKHIC authority, a decisor in law, and a leader. In Rabbi
Judah Leib Graubart he saw such a personality. It was he who was



I. M. KOROLNEK - IN MEMORIAM Pagz 35

instrumental in bringing Rabbi Graubart to Toronto. On Elul 4,
5680 - 1920, the Rabbi arrived in the city. That was Reb Itshe
Meyer’s great day! His love and admiration for Rabbi Graubart
knew no bounds. He was absolutely dedicated to him with every
fibre of his being. He was equally devoted to the Rabbi’s family.

“I remember” — Rabbi Philip Graubart, of blessed memory
recall§ — “the first MUSAR DERASHAH which I heard from Reb
Itshe Meyer ... you are obviously disappointed ... you found the
same Stashever Jews with their beards and me with a big red beard

. and so I want to tell you, children of the STASHEVER RAYV,
that Toronto is not America; it is simply STASZOW, IWANISKA
(or YIVANTZK), LAGOW ... we live here as we did at home.”
(T. T. Jubilee Volume, P. 52.)

Yes, Reb Itshe Meyer lived as he did at home. He sought to
transplant here that pristine Polish Jewishness complete with all
its traits and mores.

To his Rabbi he was uniquely dedicated. His word was to him
sacred. There were communal conflicts. Men sought to sow seeds
of dissension. Reb Itshe Meyer, firm though he was in his stance,
carried out meticulously the Rabbi’s decisions. The Rabbi’s word
was, indeed, law to him. It was HALAKHAH, in the spirit of the
Scriptural Command, “Thou shalt not depart from the words which
they shall speak to you, either to the right or to the left.”

He had faith in what he did and knew no duplicity; thanks to
his convictions he weathered all crises, emerging whole from them.

After Rabbi Graubart’s passing on Wednesday evening, 2
Heshvan, 5698 - October 6, 1937, at the invitation of Reb Itshe
Meyer, Rabbi Jacob Kamenetzky, came to Toronto as Rabbi and
ROSH YESHIVAH. Rabbi Kamenetzky was known in Lithuania as
the DOLHINER ILUI, a renowned Lithuanian Rav.

The leadership of the Talmud Torah then consisted of I. M.
Korolnek, honorary president; Abraham Tanenbaum, president;
Joseph Levine, the retired president became chairman of the Edu-



Page 36 I. M. KOROLNEK - IN MEMORIAM

cational Committee. These three saw in Rabbi Kamenetzky the true
Rabbi and Rosh Yeshivah of the recently established YESHIVAH
MAHARIL GRAUBART, as well as leader of Torah Jewry.

After Rabbi Kamenetzky’s departure from Toronto to assume
the post of head of Yeshivah Torah V’Daat in New York, Reb Itshe
Meyer and Reb Abraham Tanenbaum did not rest until they brought
to Toronto the worthy successor, Rabbi Dr. David Ochs, leader of
Torah Judaism and a gifted orator and preacher. Reb Itshe Meyer
continued to stand at the helm of Shomrei Ha-Das and Toras Emes.

MAN OF COMPASSION

Reb Itshe Meyer could be severe and rigid, indeed uncom-
promising. But he was also a man of compassion and truly generous,
always extending a helping hand to his fellow-man.

My friend, Meyer Cooperberg, relates the following story:
A poor man approached Reb Itshe Meyer for a loan of $200.00. The
man came from a small town in Ontario, and told him that with
this amount he could open a store and make his livelihood.

Reb Itshe Meyer had no extra cash, and $200.00 was then an
immense sum of money. But can one refuse a man’s plea when a
livelihood is involved? And so, Reb Itshe Meyer hastened to the
bank, took out a loan, giving the money to the man with a prayer
for success in his endeavor.

A man, who stood by, witnessing the transaction, whispered
in his ear: “I want to talk to you.” Reb Itshe Meyer grew angry,

“You’ll talk to me later; can’t you see that the man is waiting for
his money.”

“Wait a minute,” retorted the man, “on what kind of surety
do you lend this man the money — he’ll never return it

Reb Itshe Meyer replied, “Such stupidity! To whom shall I
lend money, if not to a poor man? The rich do not come to me;
they know where to borrow money.”
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Such a man was Reb Itshe Meyer: generous to individuals, as
well as to institutions. He supported all YESHIVOT, especially the
Yeshivot of GER and Ponievezh. With Ponievezh he continued to
have a great association. His son, Herb, as well as his other children,
are outstanding supporters of this great Yeshiva.

In 1969, he founded in Jerusalem a KEREN GEMILUT
HASADIM.

Thus he continued with all his activities, the outstanding one
being the Talmud Torah. He always involved his children in these
efforts. In Chicago, they stand at the helm of educational institu-

tions, and Harry, in Toronto, has for many years been the leader of
Eitz Chaim.

As he saw it in the home of his in-laws, notably, through the
inspiration of the saintly Rivkah, he was the man of action, en-
couraging others to do the same. His co-workers admired him,
following his example.

The dynamic Reb Itshe Meyer was finally vanquished by a
power stronger than all of us. His passing was noted throughout
the Jewish world. His loss was felt everywhere. All Jewish institu-
tions mourned his passing. His legacy is inestimable. His motto,
“The study of Torah above everything else,” will be a guide to
future generations.

P T T e e e T e e e

Blessed be the builders and those who encourage others to perform
good deeds (paraphrased according to Baba Batra, 9.a).

May the coming generations know who were the architects of the
Toronto Jewish Community.

B i e
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_ JEWISH CENTRE
| WILL BE ERECTED ON THIS SITE

Top Picture, from Left to Right: J. Goldwasser, Rabbi Jacob I. Wohlgelernter,
for many years Principal of Eitz Chaim Schools, S. Wortsman, I. M. Korolnek,
H. Korolnek, Rabbi Dr. D. Ochs, A. Tanenbaum, K. Goldwasser, Mrs. S. G.
Salsberg, Dr. J. Kuhl.

Rottom Picture: Dr. J. Kuhl, Rabbi Dr. I. Brodie, Rabbi Dr. D. Ochs, I. M.
Korolnek, J. P. Katz, S. Wortsman, H. Salb and others.

Ceremony of Turning of the Sod for the Tanenbaum Bldg. of Eitz Chaim,

Viewmou_nt-Ave., with participation of Rabbi Isaac Brodie, Chief Rabbi of
Great Britain. ’
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THE TONES LINGER ON!

by Rabbi Samuel Cooper
Charleston, West Virginia

Every now and then, from deep within me, there surges up a
hasidic melody of the long ago, or perhaps part of a chant, or a
tefillah in Yomim Noroim nusach and mode. I had absorbed them
in my youth as I had heard them from the lips, really the heart,
of Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek, the baal tefillah beyond compare.
Though these many decades have come and gone since I sat near
my late father, Reb Yossel Cooper, in the shul of the D’Arcy Street
Talmud Torah, Itshe Meyer’s musofim remain with me.

I can still hear and see him on Rosh Hashono — his clear
ringing tones, his sharply chiselled words, dem Yiddishen krechtz,
the sigh and tremor in his voice. There he is completely enveloped
in his talis, only his handsome, ruddy face, and flaming red beard
showing, one foot extended, swaying back and forth in metro-
nomic regularity. As the day wore on into the afternoon hours,
and weariness was overcoming a frail youth, how I loved him
when he began to hasten his pace, verbally and bodily. His words
gushed forth and his swaying picked up momentum. At that, at
the Talmud Torah we generally finished later than most. On the
way home, we didn’t meet too many coming from other shuls with
whom to exchange Shonoh Tovoh greetings.

Itshe Meyer needed no choir, aided though he was by his own
stalwart sons who encircled him at the omud. The congregation
itself, unrehearsed, undirected, joined in spontaneous chorus. They
knew when to sing along, when to be silent, when to respond.
Itshe Meyer’s congregation knew of “involvement” long before
it became the catch word of our day. To daven with Itshe Meyer
was an emotional experience — awesome and yet enjoyable. One
never forgets.
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Nor does one forget the happy role of Itshe Meyer at Talmud
Torah functions, at private simchas or at a melaveh malkah. What-
ever may have preceded — the meal, speeches, these were only
the preliminaries. The festivities really only got underway when
Itshe Meyer would break forth with a “niggun.” There he was, head
slightly tilted, face lit up with a warm smile, hand gesturing,
leading an assembly ready and eager to pick up the tune. He set
all voices and hearts asinging.

As I grew older, I began to see Itshe Meyer in his larger
stature. He was much more than the consummate baal tefillah or
the popular minnesinger. He represented strength, not merely in
physique, but more importantly, in leadership. It wasn’t necessary
for Itshe Meyer to hold office or position. He was a leader by the
sheer force of his personality. He was dynamiec, vibrant, a man of
strong convictions, strong in expressing them, strong in imple-
menting them. There was nothing timid or weak-kneed about
Itshe Meyer. You knew where he stood and where he stood he
seldom stood alone. He was the leader of a large segment of
Toronto’s Orthodox Jewish community. He led not merely by the
strength of his personality, but also by example.

I remember, in the coal-heating days of the long ago, Itshe
Meyer’s Kol Nidre appeals to the congregation for so many tons
of coal. The donors would announce their contributions, not in
dollars, but in tons (or 14 tons) of coal. The tonnage Itshe Meyer
asked for was always subscribed. His appeals were successful,
not because of his rhetoric or oratorical flourish. Itshe Meyer
would go directly to the point. In his commanding voice he would
simply state: “Morai v’Rabbosai, es gite tzim vinter, die frest
zenen grois, men darf koylen tzie heitzen, es zoll zein varem far
die kinder.” Then without further ado, he would call for donations.
but not before he would announce his own contribution of a goodly
number of tons, setting an example of generosity that inspired
overwhelming response. Before he was through, a warm winter
for the Talmud Torah was assured. His bequest in his will to the
Talmud Torah, in an amount greater than he left to any of his
children, was the final testimony to his devotion to that outstand-
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ing school of Torah education, Eitz Chaim. He, together with my
late father, helped found the Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim, and they
both gave lifetimes of devotion to that institution of Torah-true

education that reared several generations of Toronto’s Jewish
youth.

Itshe Meyer had the greatest respect for the talmid chacham,
the Rav. His devotion to the late, renowned Rabbi Judah Leib
Graubart, z”’], and his successors was boundless. Itshe Meyer was
genuinely concerned about them and their family’s welfare, about
upholding the kovod haTorah. He would exert every effort to see

that these men of learning and piety and their families should not
suffer the humiliation of want.

Itshe Meyer could be stern and severe, at times harsh in
judgment, strong in language. But with it all he was a warm-
hearted, compassionate man. Many were the people he helped with
his means, co-signing their notes in the bank, tiding them over
a rough period, giving them a start. His house and purse were
wide open to every meshulach and cause. The measure of the man’s
kindly impulses are perhaps revealed by these two episodes that
I heard him relate in the colorful, inimitable style that was so
uniquely his.

On one visit to my late father, then confined to the hos-
pital, Itshe Meyer, who had just returned from Israel, was telling
of his trip. Another gentleman in the room, excited about his own
forthcoming visit to Israel, asked Itshe Meyer to give him the
benefit of his experiences. “Itshe Meyer, vos zoll ich teen in Eretz
Yisroel — what should I do when I get to Israel?” Itshe Meyer’s
answer astonished both the man and me. “There is one thing you
must do — pitz die shich — shine your shoes.”

At this odd reply, the man and I looked at each other with
questioning glances, not knowing what to make of Itshe Meyer’s
puzzling answer. Somewhat angrily, the man said to Itshe Meyer,
“Are you poking fun at me? I ask a simple question and you give
such a wild answer.” Itshe Meyer assured the man and me that
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he was in earnest and then proceeded to explain. “One day as I
was walking in Jerusalem, I saw an old bearded man sitting on
a shoe-shine box and swaying over a book, T’hillim, or other sefer.
I asked him to shine my shoes, ‘pits die shich.” When the man
was through, I rewarded him handsomely. A few steps away, I
saw another elderly shoe-shine man. I went over, put my foot on
his box and said, ‘pits die shich.” The man looked at me and said,
“Your shoes don’t need a shine. I just saw you getting a shine
over there.”’ I said to the man, ‘Don’t ask questions. I say, pits
die shich, so shine the shoes.’” The man shrugged his shoulders,
gave my shoes a quick going-over and, him too, I rewarded hand-
somely. Wherever I went, if I saw an elderly shoe-shine man, no
matter how often, I had him shine my shoes.” Directing now his
words to the other visitor, Itshe Meyer said with gusto, “What
should you do in Israel? Pits die shich!”

Itshe Meyer went on quickly to add that one shouldn’t think
he could discharge his charitable obligations so cheaply, by a mere
tip to a shoe-shiner, no matter how generous. At best, it was only
a pittance. “What should you do? — ‘Nem mit a groise anoitika,
a gezinten beitel vie es darf tzie zein, und zollst es dort oisleidigen
— take along a healthy purse and empty it there’.” And then the
clincher — “It isn’t enough that you should know that you were
in Israel. It is far more important that the Yeshivos, the old folks’
homes, the schools should know you were there.”

Itshe Meyer practiced what he preached. His benefactions in
Israel were many. He went there with “a gezinten beitel” made
even healthier by the generous sums his sons sent along to be
dispensed by their open-handed father.

I remember the other episode Itshe Meyer related. On a visit
to a school, he was invited to join the children at lunch. At his
table, a child was refused a second slice of bread. Not one to con-
ceal his feelings or his compassion, Itshe Meyer sought out the
official in charge and protested as only he could and would, “A
hingerig kind bate noch a shtikel broit in men git es nisht — a
hungry child asks for another slice of bread and is refused? Men
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darf doch hoben dos hartz fin a gazlen — only one with the heart
of a robber could be so cruel.” When the official blamed the denial
to the child on the insufficiency of funds, Itshe Meyer immediately
volunteered to supply the school’s annual cost of bread from then
on, on condition that thenceforth, no child be refused bread. As
far as I know, Itshe Meyer fulfilled this pledge. I also know that
in addition to his own generous contributions, Itshe Meyer con-
ducted his own quiet and unique campaign for additional funds.
On Sundays, even in severe weather, he would be out at the ce-
metery to recite the ‘“molay” at gravesides visited by family
members. For his services, contributions were made to his bread
fund. He was there on the day when we dedicated the marker for
my late father. My brothers and sisters also gave bread.

Itshe Meyer was blessed not only to give, but also to receive
— the love, honor and respect of his children. One day he said to
me, “I can’t understand it myself. One would imagine that with
the severe discipline I meted out to my sons, (he wasn’t exagger-
ating when he said “severe”), they would hate me, if not hate,
they would be distant and aloof. But not so, they manifest the
greatest love for me, the utmost respect. Zei heetten op kibid av
mit alle pitchevkes — they obey the commandmnt ‘Honor thy
father’ with all the minutiae, to the nth degree.”

And so they did, not only in their love and respect for Itshe
Meyer, their father, but also by incorporating his ideals, his de-
votion to Torah and religious causes in their own lives. Hershel
is the embodiment of his father’s devotion to diversified Jewish
interests on home ground, in Toronto. He was President of the
Talmud Torah.

His sons, the Karolls in Chicago, and in Toronto, Herb, Sam,
Harry, Mordecai & Dave, enjoy the highest reputation in the market-
place for their upright and ethical dealings. Their story of unique
success has gained them national recognition in the United States.
They are their father’s sons in their philanthropy, in their Jewish
leadership, in their commitment to the welfare of Israel. Their per-
sonal magnanimous support of the Ponivez Yeshiva, founded by the
late, world-renowned Rav Kahaneman, z”], in B'nai Brak, as well
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as their successful efforts in obtaining vast government alloca-
tions (in the millions, I believe) have played a mighty role in
the startling growth of that complex of Torah institutions in
Israel.

No tribute to Itshe Meyer could be complete without deserved
praise for his helpmate, the late Alte Tobe, who departed last
fall. No home was more hospitable to the orach, the stranger,
whether learned or simple, than hers. She needed no advance
notice. Her table was always ready for the visitors Itshe Meyer
would invite home. She encouraged Itshe Meyer in his benefac-
tions, in his service to the community. After Itshe Meyer passed
away, I talked with Alte Tobe on several occasions, at the hospital
during her last illness and at her home. My admiration for her
grew with the moment. She related to me, also in her own very
colorful and delightful style, of her and Itshe Meyer’s happy life
together. She spoke in such glowing terms about Itshe Meyer, as
her husband, as a father, of his great, warm heart, his deeds of
kindness to so many. He never made a major decision without
consulting her. Though she was talking about her Itshe Meyer,
her own goodness, benevolence and wisdom came through. In her
own right, she was a wonderful woman, his perfect mate.

I write this on the eve of the Yahrzeit for my late mother,
Alte Miriam. The two Altes were life-long friends. For many de-
cades they sat side by side in the ‘“veiberishe shil” at the Talmud
Torah. In between their davening, they exchanged news of the
children and grandchildren, discussed the charitable work of the
Halboshas Arimim Society. They will both forgive me if I say that
they came to the Synagogue to see each other perhaps as much
as to daven. It was to Alte Tobe that our family turned that
wintery day eight years ago when my mother passed on at the
age of 90. Alte Tobe was not well, but came out, nonetheless, to
arrange for the tahara of our mother. Now Alte Tobe, too, is gone
to her reward.

Itshe Meyer and Alte Tobe — what a zivug! What a pair!
What a blessing they were to each other, to all whose lives theirs
touched and to the institutions of Jewish religious life they served
so indefatigably. Not soon will their like come our way again.
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ITSHE MEYER KOROLNEK 7y
— A Tribute to a Man of Concern —

David E. Newman, Q.C.

Itshe Meyer Korolnek’s contributions towards the development
of the Toronto Jewish Community are monumental. These will, no
doubt, be dealt with in the future by an historian of the Toronto
Jewish Community, for no such history could be complete without
emphasis on the role he played. Be it in the educational field, the
absorption of immigrants, the economic development of the Toronto
Jewish Community or its religious life, he was always in the fore-
front with his dynamic leadership.

On this occasion, however, I merely wish to record a few very
personal impressions that are indelibly inscribed on my memory
and still evoke strong emotions in their reminiscence. Many of my
contemporaries, I am sure, had similar experiences. This, perhaps,
was the forte of the man; he did evoke strong personal loyalties
towards himself, and naturally sometimes very hostile opposition,
for he was a man of strong character.

Fall, 1922 — I, a youngster of fourteen, arrive in Toronto with
my mother to join Father who had preceded us. Behind me, a youth
spent in a totally non-Jewish environment followed by a sudden
traumatic transition to the intensely “closed” Jewish Shtetl where
my grandfather lived. I, not fully recovered from the shorn
“payot”, change of garments, sudden introduction to public
school, am bewildered. A few days after my arrival Father takes
me to the Beth Hamidrash on D’Arcy Street forming part of the
school. This is not to be confused with the modern impersonal
cathedral-like atmosphere of our modern synagogues. It was a
long room, the walls lined with books, familiar friends from my
Shtetl, long tables around which here a grey beard, there a
youngster, were swaying to the traditional sing-song of “Gemara
learning”.
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Building at 475 Patricia Avenue — cornerstone dedicated by Mr. & Mrs. Itshe Meyer Korolnek —
it also contains Beth Midrash bearing their names.
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I still remember Itshe Meyer with his fiery beard and out-
stretched hand pushing forth to greet us. “So this is your Ben

Yochid Reb Yosell; you said he likes study, so let’s take him to
the Rov!”

There was welcome in the voice; there was concern; there was
urgency. No time can be lost when the future Jewish education of
a youngster is concerned. Thus began for me a long and unforgett-
able relationship of student, and then friend, of Rabbi Graubart
n7y . I know my story can be multiplied a hundredfold. Itshe Meyer
took a personal interest in any youngster who showed the least
inclination towards Jewish study. He was concerned.

His concern extended beyond the students of the school. I
remember my father 7”y admonishing me never to refuse any
request of Itshe Meyer. “He was the first man in Toronto aside
from my family circle”, my father said, “who confronted me with
that basic question, ‘And how do you intend to make a living, my
friend?’, and took time to discuss with me in detail the various
economic possibilities open to me; then offered to supply me with
horse and buggy, if I chose such a career. Such people, without
show of charity but with warm concern for their fellow men, are
rare and must be respected at all times.” Again and again, my
father’s assessment of the man proved to be correct.

I remember, during the depression period when I practiced
accountancy, many a ‘“businessman” dreading the approach of pay-
day or rent day. There was a bank situated on McCaul Street, not
far from Itshe Meyer’s home and place of business on Baldwin
Street. One manager’s constant reply for credit requests to meet
such emergencies, was, “If Itshe Meyer will guarantee, you can
have the money.” Itshe Meyer would leave his business and run
over to the bank and attach his signature to a promissory note.

He had a rich melodious voice and loved to use it in leading
religious services, not in solo fashion with ostentatious purpose,
but in chassidic fashion to have the whole congregation join him
in songs of praise and worship. The Kol Nidrei service at the Talmud
Torah with Itshe Meyer at the “Amud” are unforgettable. Religious
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fervour was at the highest pitch. Yet, the school claimed priority
over all else. The solemn service would be interrupted and Itshe
Meyer himself would make an appeal for fuel to heat the school.
The appeal was not for money, that would be too vulgar and prosaic.
He would plead with the congregation to give coal, supply heat for
children who studied during the long, cold winter nights in the
school. So we pledged ten tons, one ton, half a ton, whatever we
could afford. Was this the forerunner of the Israeli Bond appeals
on Yom Kippur?

He was by nature a leader of men. Yet, in truly Chassidic
fashion, he selected his “spiritual” leader. His choice, fortunately
for ovr ,ommunity, was a hapoy one, the great Halakhic Authority,
17y Rabbi Yehuda Leib Graubart, to whom he gave undeviating
loyalty. He staked his career as a community leader on the Rav’s
legal decisions.

It was a reciprocal relationship of two giants, each in his field,
for the Rov, by nature a scholar who preferred to spend all of his
time with his students and study, relied heavily on Itshe Meyer’s
support and leadership. It was a classic example of the Talmudic
saying,
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“The vines can only survive if held by the branches and protected
by the leaves.” He was the supporting trunk of the Rov’s ideals
for an orthodox Jewish community in Toronto, its education,
institutions; its Kashruth and Sabbath observances.

His concern extended far beyond the organizations in which
he assumed leadership — witness his last will and testament in
which he made provision for thirty-two charitable institutions. I
well remember the sessions in my office when I received instructions
to draft it. When I questioned him because I wanted to make sure
that he meant the Associated Hebrew School on Bathurst Street,
for his major interest, of course, had been the Talmud Torah Eitz
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Chaim, his angry reply was, “And are their pupils not Jewish
children!” And then he added, “And doesn’t the Hospital for Sick
Children deserve support?”’

We, who pride ourselves on our liberal approach, can learn a
great deal from him. He adhered strictly to the orthodox way of
life yet had respect for the ideals of others provided they were
sincere. He intensely disliked sham and insincere community leaders
who took office for personal glorification. He loved his community
and was deeply concerned about it. It is a better place today because
it had the privilege of his leadership.
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Alta Toba, of blessed memory, gentle soul and noble spirit, dedicat-
ed to Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim and to matters of loving kindness
and mercy. May her memory be for blessing.

& & 3k *

Reb Itshe Meyer belonged to the category of choice and select
men, who are few in their generation. Truly will his blessed work
be a luminary to his kin and friends.

* & sk sk

Reb Itshe Meyer was a pioneer and trail-blazer in Toronto. His
was a glorious and resplendent chapter in the history of the
religious Jewish community of Toronto.
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May 5th, 1971.

Mr. Joseph Tanenbaum,
President: Eitz Chaim Schools,
1 Viewmount Ave.,

Toronto 19, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Tanenbaum:

The loss you have sustained in the passing of Yitzhak Meyer Korolnek
is shared by two generations of Jews in our Community.

The memory of his countless and consistent deeds; the image of his
strong personality will be the legacy for numerous people to remember
record and perpetuate to become part of our communal history.

Itshe Meyer had one total dedication towards one ultimate goal --
Torah Education, in the pursuit of Jewishness and Jewish living, for
the student population of Eitz Chaim.

He himself lived to see and behold the fruits of his labors in transi-
tion from D'Arcy to Burnside to Viewmount and Patricia —- which must
have given him great joy and satisfaction and final peace.

My Officers and Members of the Executive join me in this message of
condolence to you and the entire Board of Eitz Chaim.
a”axvin Respectfully yours,

ASSOCTATED HEBREW SCHEQOLS OF TORONTO

JL:gd

1971—Letter of condolence from the Associated Hebrew Schools.
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ITSHE MEYER KOROLNEK
In a Spirit of “MESIRATH NEFESH”

by Dr. Leon D. Stitskin
Professor of Philosophy, Yeshiva University
Editor Yeshiva University Press

The immortal poet and philosopher Yehuda Halevi in his
“Kuzari” makes a most significant observation about the pursuit
of truth. “Whatever people are willing to accept with a spirit of
mesirat nefesh and utmost dedication must have in it a presenti-
ment of the truth, as it is said ‘the words of truth will be recog-
nized’ ” (IV:17).

“Itshe Meyer” as he was affectionately called by young and old,
religious and secular, was a man of truth by virtue of his spirit
and mesirat nefesh for the common good. A dynamic leader of men
and a trail-blazer of causes such as the establishment of a kehilla
in Toronto, his organizational skill was not based on calculation
or on self-interest, nor even on a sense of grim duty, all too conscious
of one’s rectitude. In glaring contrast to most contemporary
leaders who think of duty as an obligation to ease a troubled
conscience, Itshe Meyer was that rare radiant personality to whom
duty was a privilege. To help and give with one’s heart, in a spirit
of utmost self-abandonment and sacrifice was the very essence of
his life.

But despite the high position he held in our community, he was
one of us. Even as children we felt always at home with him. My
first experience with Itshe Meyer was when at the annual Talmud
Torah outdoor festivities he picked me up in the Talmud Torah
courtyard and placed me on a soda box taken from his yard to
deliver “an address” on behalf of our school. With a voice of
admonition, but a glowing countenance he told me:
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“Speak loudly, slowly and fear no one.” These words helped to
set me off into the career of the rabbinate and always stood me in
good stead. It is difficult to forget the special kind of grace and
charm that accompanied his otherwise strong words of admonition.

Twice a day, going to and coming from school, we passed his place
of business. The soda bottles were scattered all over the sidewalk
where he conducted his business. Thus he carried on his personal
as well as his community affairs in public. He had no reshut ha-
yvachid (private domain). Everything about him belonged to the
reshut ha-rabim (public domain). With his simplicity, open-hearted-
ness and largeness of spirit, he belonged to all of us.

It has been my custom at the Seder table every year to chant
his “Chasal Sidur Pesach Khilchoso.” Like all other “niggunim”
we learned from him, this chant fills me with a sense of gratitude
for his life and for the legacy of inspiration he left. His commitment
to Torah, his kehillah and Israel was total. He knew the value of
education as an ennobling and emancipating force. And we are
encouraged that our lives were touched by his spirit of mesirat
nefesh, his glowing personality, and the unusual fine qualities of
his character. Yehi Zichro baruch!

May his memory live forever.

~SS
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R. Yohanan was told: There are old sages in Babylonia. He wonder-
ed: How is that possible, surely the text says, “That thy days may
be multiplied in the land . . . This would exclude lands outside of
the Holy Land! When they told him that in Babylonia people rise
early and at eventime to go to the synagogue, he said that that
must be the reason for their longevity” (Berakhot, 8, a.)
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STRENGTH OF CHARACTER, COMPASSION
AND WISDOM

by Rabbi Dr. Norman E. Frimer
National Coordinator, Hillel Affairs, Brooklyn, N.Y.

For many centuries now, the Wise Men of each age have
grappled to discover and to define the essential nature of man.
The task is no doubt interminable. Yet whatever the search may
reveal, it becomes increasingly clear that existentially nothing
affects more profoundly the quality and direction of a man’s life,
nor shapes it more lastingly than the impact of cther human beings.
This is especially true during one’s impressionable youth when the
interior dimensions of human personality unfolds with such bold-
ness and drama.

Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek (z”’l), as he was universally known
in Toronto, began to intersect my life at quite an early age. He was
the center of gravity in the Orthodox “Poilishe” circles in which
my family moved. He was one of the founders and the natural
leader in the D’Arcy Street Talmud Torah where I was a student
for many years. He was the recognized ‘“Sh’liach Tsibur and Baal
Musaf” especially during the High Holidays in the Beth Ha-
Medrash where my father of blessed memory, brought me as a
child to daven. Later on I recall him as the public and trusted
spokesman for the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Y’hudah Leib Graubart (z”1)
and the militant champion of the dignity and authority of this
office. He was also a veritable one-man army in the continuous
fight for Kashrut and Sh’mirat Shabbat, and stood sentinel over
the tradition and security of the Orthodox community in the face
of the secular and heretical assaults from the forces and winds of
modernity that began even then to assail the “old ways”.

Many others no doubt, shared in the leadership and respon-
sibility of these tasks. Yet in my memory file, only Reb Itshe
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Meyer stands out bold and clear. Around him cluster many faces.
His alone remains recognizable, firmly etched on the mind’s eye
despite the acids of forgetfulness and fleeting time.

I recall him as a strong man, strong in his gentleness and
strong in his anger. In the presence of young children learning
Torah, I see his weather-beaten face grow soft, a tender smile
wreathing his lips and his eyes sparkling twinkingly. But against
the “enemy” however, those who dared threaten the sanctities of
his espoused cause, his face grew hard, his brow beatled, his eyes
burned and the same voice which could plaintively move a prayerful
congregation to petition the Heavenly Court itself, now roared out
a sense of pained outrage and defiance that any man would presume
to serve the impious and the unjust.

Such men of power and controversy are seldom loved. More
often they are feared and/or revered. Yet Reb Itshe Meyer had
redeeming and compensating gifts. He possessed what we now
designate as charisma, a quality about which he was most unself-
conscious. In addition he had a quick nimble mind amply peppered
with a scintillating wit. His harsh blow was tempered with an
appropriate word and his sharp rapier stroke blunted by a warm
embrace. Most important however, was the nature of his causes.
They were rarely personal. They were basically issue-oriented,
issues of moment and import to the welfare of Judaism and the
Jewish community — at least that segment of the community
whose integrity he considered his sacred mission, the Orthodox
community. In its behalf he was a lion of Judah, fearless, unyield-
ing, militant and protective. He loved it dearly and if he erred, it
was out of excessive passion and devotion, not its opposite. Such
religious zeal may not be well understood or charitably received in
our day when coolness and equanimity are the accepted marks and
masks of religious sophistication. In the simpler but hectic days of

our immigrant forefathers, religious survival bred sturdier and
more authentic warriors.

: But tl‘lis same Reb Itshe Meyer entered my life even more
dlrectly. High School was just behind me but the prospect of higher
education seemed remote for a child of the Jewish ghetto. I con-
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tinued to study Torah privately with both Rabbis Graubart and
Kelman (z”1) but without any expectation of continuing on at the
University. Suddenly word came from distant Chicago that a
scholarship had been extended to me by the Yeshivat Beth Midrash
La Torah where simultaneous with my Torah studies I would be
able to get my college education. The subtle hand of Mr. Korolnek
was deep in this conspiracy in which my parents had shared
without my knowledge. Yet only years later was this secret dis-
closed. In fact he even escorted me across the border for it was my
first international trip which he dovetailed with a visit to his
Chicago sons. He also arranged for my first American breakfast
and did not leave me until I was registered at the Yeshiva and then
securely esconced in a private room with a landsman. He never
left a job undone.

The years passed very quickly. My visits to Toronto were
limited from summer to summer. After spending time with my
own family my annual pilgrimage would take me to Baldwin Street
where I was to pay my respects to my erstwhile sponsor and to the
universally recognized “mayor” of the block and beyond. I was
delighted and relieved to find that time was dealing graciously
with him and that he could still put in a gruelling day of honest
labor. Nor had his retinue of petitioners diminished. Countless
numbers of them continued to turn to him for favors and counsel,
personal, familial, professional and communal. He held court with
royal aplomb right in the midst of the hectic hubbub of the street,
skillfully sorting out their problems and their very lives with the
same ease and grace that he ordered and sorted out the myriad of
bottles that overflowed into the very gutters. But as his eye caught
mine, he would pause for me to approach. He gripped my hand
firmly in his and simultaneously greeted me with a buoyant call,
“Nu, sholom aleikhem, vos machst du!”

The ritual did not change, no matter when or where I met him,
In fact, in his presence the years seemed to fall away and for a
moment history came to a halt. Like Moses of old, his eye had not
dimmed nor his vitality abated. The Almighty had blessed him with
a heavenly “joie de vivre” which filled all who came into his midst.
For he was more than a single man. He seemed to encompass a
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whole generation of immigrant builders who were not afraid to
venture and pioneer. Torah Yiddishkeit would be built especially
in this democratic land of the free — no matter what the cost.
Such effort could not prevail with weak or calculating men who
sought to play it safe, to make it first and then to build the ram-
parts of faith. It took daring and risk and trust in the merit and
worthwhileness of the task, a task to be shared with Divinity
Himself.

Those of us who vividly recall Reb Itshe Meyer shall always
mourn his passing. But we do so for the same reason that the
Almighty sorrowed at the passing of Moshe Rabbenu. Upon his
“ptirah” not only Israel wept but God too shed copious tears.
And the Angels inquired, “Lord of the Universe, Moses was Thine
in his lifetime and he is with Thee in his death. Why, then do You
weep? I mourn,” answered the Lord, “not for Moses’ sake but for
Israel’s, tor the irreplacable loss that my people have endured.”

On that mourner’s bench sits also a small lad whose youthful
memories do not dim with the years.

IN MEMORIAM

Our father, the crown and glory of our head, pursuer of zedakah
and loving-kindness all his days, and our mother, may she be
blessed among women his true helpmate; in their loves and in
their death they are not separated. (From the Epitaphs)

Scripture has likened the commandment of honoring father and
mother to the glory due the Almighty.

i e e e T T N
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BORN A LEADER

by Joseph A. Goldwasser
Executive Director, Eitz Chaim Schools

Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek was a born leader. He was decisive,
determined and deliberate. Eitz Chaim succeeded against great odds
because he showed the leadership needed to build an institution of
Torah learning in Toronto. We are the beneficiaries of the fruit
of his labour.

He derived much nachas when he saw many thousands of
Eitz Chaim students benefit from a Torah education. Many of these
students went on into the rabbinate, teaching, “klei kodesh” laymen
who are now the leaders in many institutions of learning, and are
successful business people and professionals.

He spent every spare moment to help improve the Jewish
community. He worked not only for Torah education but also for
kashrut, zedakah, gemilut hasadim, Israel, and worthy out-of-town
institutions.

He made several visits to Israel. He was impressed with what
he saw. This encouraged him to urge others to support Israeli
causes. He raised many thousands of dollars for “bread” to feed
the pious poor in Israel.

Closest to his heart of course was Eitz Chaim. No contribution
was too small. Always he accepted the donation with a smile of
thanks. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays were Eitz Chaim
days. On these days he spent from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. making his
rounds to visit contributors. He was always received cordially.

His annual visits to friends of Torah were recognized even by
receptionists. “Mr. Korolnek is here” was the greeting when he
arrived. In his casual unassuming way he would comment “tell the
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boss Itshe Meyer is here”. Not too frequently was he asked to wait.
Usually he was ushered into the inner office where you would hear
his laughter “Hello, how are you? You know what I am here for”.

In most cases they would invite him for a I’chaim, chat awhile,
and then offer him a donation for Eitz Chaim. Occasionally he would
be told by the contributor that he was busy and that a donation
would follow.

The parting remark was “I’ll see you again next year”. Reb
Itshe Meyer would smile and say “It is not necessary to wait for
a year. Drop around to the school and see us”.

In the year which was to be his last among us, he showed
the same burning enthusiasm in the construction of the Willowdale
School Building as he did with Viewmount, Burnside or D’Arcy.
When Joe Tanenbaum, the president of Eitz Chaim Schools, told
him that he was looking for $50,000.00, his only response was “If
you say so, I will sign the Building Pledge”. And so it was. He was
the first one approached for the Building Campaign by Mr. Tanen-
baum, and he came across without hesitation.

His last official function was the laying of the corner-stone
which bears his name, as does the Beth Midrash to be dedicated
as the “Itshe Meyer Korolnek Beth Midrash”.

He was not privileged to see the completion of the new building,
but his name and his spirit are attached to this magnificent Torah
edifice.

Eitz Chaim provides a Torah education to the children of the
Toronto Jewish Community because Itshe Meyer laid its founda-
tion and worked for it. He was a leader.

It merits repeating what was written about him in November,
1963, when the Korolnek Building was dedicated in honour of
Itshe Meyer of blessed memory and his wife Alte Toba.
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“He has emerged as one of those outstanding figures of our
time, to help establish, continue and transmit the proud heritage
of our pecople in this community.”

In this framework, he, together with other dedicated leaders
and idealists in Toronto, initiated the first of the Eitz Chaim
Schools about seven decades ago, and forged the first link in a
cultural chain, the most recent bond — The Willowdale Building.

I always got a “kick” out of the relationship Itshe Meyer had
with the bank manager. There was always a shortage of funds to
meet the school commitments. The manager would call the school
to cover .the overdraft. Itshe Meyer was notified and he advised
that the manager should be told not to worry about it. The manager
wanted the overdraft covered. Itshe Meyer would say “I told you
not to worry about it”. The manager would reply “I only work
here, I don’t own the bank”. His immediate sharp response would
be to tell the bank not to worry.

I recall only a single occasion when the bank manager became
angry enough and refused to pay the cheques. I can tell you that
after a session with Itshe Meyer he was sorry that he did refuse.
But the bank manager was aware that when Reb Itshe Meyer
undertook to meet the overdraft, it would be met on the day that
he said it would be.

A maximum Jewish education and nothing less was his goal.
The best staff available and not a mediocre staff was his desire.
This was not easily achieved. Teachers worked seven days a week,
fifty-two weeks a year. Change came very slowly. When he realized
that the trend for teachers’ vacations had arrived, he accepted it
reluctantly. It was not because he did not wish to offer the teacher
a vacation, it was the problem of “Bitul Torah” which seemed to
bother him. He could not understand why the children should be
denied an opportunity to learn, and therefore a vacation to the
teacher was a questionable convenience.

A trait of Itshe Meyer was “To give was insufficient. The
important part was to teach others to give”. His family learned this
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very early, and contributed generously to his pet projects. It was
his greatest pleasure to sit down with me with a cheque in his
hand from his family in Chicago and inform me for what purpose
the donation was made. He would always implore me to be sure
to distribute the money to the proper charity.

When he was older and weaker and unable to get around as
frequently, he would make his visits by telephone. Most of the
contributors responded.

My family became involved in Eitz Chaim soon after its in-
ception, through the close friendship and association of Reb Itshe
Meyer Korolnek and my dear father of blessed memory, Reb
Kalman Goldwasser.

My father came from the community of Klimintov in Poland,
the youngest son of a family of 8 children. His father was a tea-
cher in Poland — teachers obviously were most dedicated but
seldom earned enough to feed their families.

This is how my father was raised—with a warmth and a deep
feeling for the education of young children.

At Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek’s urging he entered the ser-
vice of Eitz Chaim Schools as a fund raiser, as well as a P.R. man
who visited homes to urge them to send their children for a Torah
education to Eitz Chaim Schools.

This relationship blossomed into a close friendship which
lasted a lifetime.

Reb Itshe Meyer was a Chevra Kadishah man who was
accustomed and involved in the burial of the deceased. He did this
duty — and such people rarely shed a tear at the open grave. Yes
— Itshe Meyer did shed tears at the burial of my father, and this
more than ever provided me with the evidence of the close
‘relationship.
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Many evenings my mother sat home with 4 young children,
caring for their needs all alone. Where was Kalman Goldwasser?
In the Beth Medrash of Eitz Chaim Schools on D’Arcy St., dis-
cussing problems of Eitz Chaim with Reb Itshe Meyer.

Not a simcha went by, nor G-d forbid tragedy passed, without
both families participating. The growth and development of Eitz
Chaim, in a large measure was due to Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek.
Reb Kalman Goldwasser had a share in this wonderful work.

To his last day Eitz Chaim was his life. On the way to the
hospital following a coronary, Kalman Goldwasser instructed the
ambulance driver to stop at the new Viewmount School so he could
take a look at the building which was just completed. That was
Friday afternoon, just before Shabbos. He was no longer amongst
the living Friday evening.

XX
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May his memory be a benediction to all of us.

* * & *

His deeds on behalf of religious education will ever be a lamp unto
our feet and a light unto our path.

A N W O e B
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Turning of First Sod for Viewmount Building

Laying of Cornerstone — First Viewmount Building
Top Picture: Rabbi Dr. David Ochs X”U°?0 at his right Reb Abraham Tanen-
baum, President, at his left Reb. Itshe Meyer Korolnek, Hon. President.

Bottom Picture: Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek, Rabbi D. Ochs, Harry Korolnek,
Dr. Julius Kuhl.
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REB ITSHE MEYER THE MENAGEN

by Velvel Pasternak
Musicologist and Choral Director
Professor, Yeshiva Univers.ty

It is now more than twenty years since I left Toronto and
took up permanent residence in New York. Yet the childhood
impressions formed in Canada are still vivid in my imagination.
Among the most vivid is the memory of Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek.

As children we were always fascinated by the voluminous
piles of various coloured bottles lying gleaming in the sunlight in
front of the Korolnek house on Baldwin Street. For me the house
and its habitants had special significance, for Itshe Meyer and I
were really relatives. His daughter Anne had married my cousin
Jack Wolff and were off living in that distant metropolis Chicago.

My fondest memories of Reb Itshe Meyer are those which take
me back to the Eitz Chaim Talmud Torah or, as it was better known
in those days, the “D’Arcy Talmud Torah.” Whenever Itshe Meyer
davened it was a treat. The children used to line up behind him
and break into song whenever he began a familiar nigun. And I
must state that Reb Itshe Meyer’s interpretation of nigunim was
always unique.

From a professional standpoint his voice was not cultured yet
whatever it lacked in terms of vocal training he made up with the
warmth and enthusiasm of his entire being. He was a ‘“menagen”
in the true sense of the word and the kind of “baal tefillah” which
is all too rare today. Anyone who ever heard him give forth with
the famous rendition of ‘“kol rinoh” (which became one of his trade
marks) at a wedding will never forget its exuberance and vitality.
It put everything already festive in a more festive mood.

In a way we were competitors. — I a seven year old and he a
man in his middle age. The Modzitzer Rebbi, Rabbi Saul Taub z”],
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used to come to Toronto each year on a fund-raising mission. He
left in Toronto much more than he took. He always enriched the
repertoire of hasidic neginah before his departure. It was at the
Chevra Shas, the D’Arcy Talmud Torah, the Shaatiner Klois and
especially in the home of Reb Nochum Greenbaum that the Rebbi
presented his new fund of neginah. Among the hard core of music
enthusiasts who used to hang on every note emanating from the
Rebbi was Itshe Meyer, my father and myself. Since none of
us could read music we were forced to learn the nigunim by rote.
We would always take turns and re-sing certain phrases until they
were firmly embedded in our minds. This was totally necessary
for the Modzitzer songs became our basic shul and zemiros reper-
toire until the following year’s visit of the Rebbe and his introduc-
tion of new songs.

I must confess that Reb Itshe Meyer’s ear was an extremely
good one and he was one of the first to “catch on.” They relate to
me that I also was considered as having a good ear and sometimes
I remember trying to learn just a little more quickly than Reb
Itshe Meyer. I am afraid that I ran a close second.

Reb Itshe Meyer is gone and so is an era — an era of the
musically untrained yet superior menagen-baal tefillah. He will be
remembered by all those who love Jewish song. My own thoughts
of Toronto will always be intertwined with those of Reb Itshe
Meyer Korolnek.
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THE END OF AN ERA

by N. Shemen

A Pillar in Religious Jewish Toronto. — A planter of a tree of life. —
A pioneer of action.

On the first night after the Shive’ah, at the completion of the
seven days of mourning, I put on Reb Itshe Meyer’s record on my
hi-fidelity set to hear once more the voice of the well nigh legendary
ba’al menaggen, the sweet singer and man of affairs. I felt an inner
urge to hear him in the Polish-Jewish accent and sweet melodious-
ness, to hear the voice which captivated and enchanted me on the
first Yom Kippur in Toronto.

I had heard for the first time Itshe Meyer’s Ya’alehs and Kee
Heeneh Ka-homer (prayers and chants of the Kol Nidre service)
more than forty years ago, and with great enthusiasm I thought
then of the text, “Behold, when the singer sang, the spirit of the
Lord was upon him”: such sweetness, such a flavor of a ba’al tefilah,
a precentor of prayers. Such liturgical sweetness was a rarity
even in the Shtetl (little town) of long ago. Reb Itshe Meyer
was blessed with a sense of cantorial music, with his voice, with
his emphasis on special prayers. His Ranenu Zaddikim (a liturgical
piece) melted in all your limbs ... Pity that so little was rescued
from oblivion. Who will repeat his songs? Who will be able to sing
his Shomer Yisrael (Guardian of Israel; from the daily service)
or other folksy recitatives? Who? That remains a great question.

When I listened to his Areshet Sefatenu (from the Rosh
Hashanah service), I was transported to my early years, captivated
by his Mevin u-Maazin (continuation of that hymn). It seemed to
me, that he was ascending into the Temple of the Souls with that
song; he goes up to the Exalted King and pleads with him ...
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I. M. and Mrs. Korolnek at the Laying of Cornerstone Ceremony for Bathurst-Patricia Building of

Eitz Chaim Schools, Nov. 8, 1970 — his last official Eitz Chaim function. In the background: Phillip

Givens, M.P.P., Joseph Tanenbaum, president, Chas. Elbaum, president Torath Emeth Congregation,
A. Bleeman, president Ner Israel Yeshiva, grandchildren and others.
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I took leave of Reb Itshe Meyer, as it were, with song, and it
occurred to me that that was his wish: not to weep, but to justify
God’s will with the litany which he loved, “All the Hosts of Heaven
sing praises unto Him”, as he loved to sing, and as he no doubt
ascended to the Heavenly heights.

At that time, I recalled the Hasidic tale, according to which
Rabbi Moshe Leib of Sasow ordained that at his departure his
disciples should sing the song which he loved to hear and sing ...
and Reb Moshe Leib was not the only one who wanted to be ushered
out of this world with song.

How good it is when one can repeat the song and listen to the
melody of a man to whom one was close all of one’s life, and at the
same time have the feeling that with this song one accompanies
him to the Temple of Eternity.

REB ITSHE MEYER ARRIVES IN TORONTO

Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek, of Blessed Memory, arrived in
Toronto on the eve of the Feast of Weeks, 1910 — four years before
the outbreak of the First World War. The atmosphere in Europe
was already filled with gun powder. The Jewish position under the
Czar, amidst revolution, pogroms, and assaults, was precarious.
Jews realized the need of flight in order to seek a livelihood in the
greater world, and Reb Itshe Meyer resolved to emigrate to Canada
and seek his fortune in the Dominion.

The years proved difficult for the new arrivals in Canada.
The question of a livelihood was a severe one. But he was not lost.
He began to work for a dollar a day, six dollars a week, and when
his boss started to reprimand him regarding his too frequent
attendance in the synagogue, davening with a minyan, quitting too
early on Friday, Reb Itshe Meyer left him, and began to seek his
parnosse (livelihood), peddling, etc. With his strong will, he found
a way, began to deal in bottles, involving his wife and in-laws in
the work.
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After years of effort, he developed a very fine business, and
Baldwin Street became the centre of the Korolneks. Bent down with
work, he had the will, and was blessed with a healthy body and a
sound mind, clinging to the principle of the love of labor as
enunciated in the Ethics of the Fathers. This characteristic trait
was manifest in his youth as well as in the later years. He showed
great strength in old age up to his four-score ... The business
grew, the process of washing bottles had ended; his sons opened
new sources of business, and Reb Itshe Meyer himself found his
place in the process of new business developments. In addition to
this characteristic, one needs to add yet another trait which we saw
in him: Well known is the ancient Talmudic adage: “Follow the
customs of the city” (Gen. Rabba, 48, 14). Reb Itshe Meyer yielded;
in place of the old kaftan and polish cap, which we were accustomed
to see, he put on a short jacket, a worker’s cap, and began to speak
English. In his work clothes he would even run to the Minyan!
However, he did not touch his beard, which was not an easy thing
for a businessman or a pedlar. One was exposed to harassment
by the young, even to the extent of being endangered by an assault.
Itshe Meyer would not, heaven forbid, remove his beard, or miss a
minyan. And when the Sabbath came, it meant Sabbath rest. His
place — except for several hours rest — was in the Bet ha-Midrash.
Yes, he always lived in the vicinity of a synagogue, thus being,
according to the Talmudic definition, a ‘“Good neighbour.” Reb
Itshe Meyer also brought with him the dynamism of a Polish Jew,
and showed wonders already in his ‘“green years”, becoming a
communal worker earlier among his landsleit, synagogue Jews and
very soon throughout the city and its institutions. Having been
accustomed to organized Judaism, to the structure of a Kehillah,
a community organization as he had witnessed it in his native
Staszow, he wanted to transplant it in Toronto.

Also in this area he met with tremendous difficulties. But the
youthful Itshe Meyer was not one to be frightened; he was over-
whelmed by the Biblical admonition of “Fear no man,” and began
to involve himself in matters of the Rabbinate, seeking a spiritual
leader for himself and his followers, knowing even then that a
synagogue is not sufficient — one must create an educational
institution to the satisfaction of those who believed as he did: away
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with the private teacher or melamed! One must organize a Torah
educational system.

ITSHE MEYER STRIKES ROOTS

In the midst of his greatest preoccupation and struggle for
his own economic existence, Reb Itshe Meyer occupied himself with
the community, the founding of various societies, the organization
of a Kehillah, (the organized community), Shohetim (ritual
slaughterers) and Shechitah, the completion of the purchase of a
cemetery, which the late Reb Joseph Cooper had bought in Rose-
lawn in 1908, and he was busy with the planting of a veritable tree
of life, “A tree of life to those who uphold it”, the foundation of
religious Jewish education, as he and his group understood it. As
the man of affairs, he was always among the first in every holy
task, especially when it pertained to Talmud Torah which, according
to the rabbis is K’negged Kulam, above everything else (literally
“against all”’), as my revered teacher Rabbi Judah Leib Graubart,
of blessed memory, interpreted it: ‘“even when you have to oppose
everyone, bellum omnium contra omnes” ...

In the very midst of the First World War, in the summer of
1915, a group of immigrant Jews from Poland had resolved to
organize the educational institution which later became known as
Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim; Reb Itshe Meyer was among the few
founders, and remained all his life connected with that institution.
He even influenced his family to remain identified with Eitz Chaim,
this veritable Tree of Life.

The early years were most difficult. This writer has
described that period in the Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim Jubilee
Volume. The few laymen, however, were not discouraged, seeing
success and results from the very beginning. Two years later there
was purchased — at the initiative of Reb Itshe Meyer and the
above mentioned Reb Joseph Cooper — a building on D’Arcy Street.
There was no money for the first down payment, so Reb Itshe
Meyer loaned the first thousand dollars, probably borrowing the
money from others, not having such a large sum of money himself.
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As only he could, he led a “parade” to the new building, made a
strong “appeal” and at one stroke collected the sum (gathered in
dollars and cents) of $2700, and thus one went from strength to
strength, until August, 1920, when there arrived, as the Rabbi of
the community which Reb Itshe Meyer had founded, the illustrious
Rabbi Judah Leib Graubart, the famed Maharil (initials of Morenu,
ha-Rav Yehuda Leib, our master, Rabbi Judah Leib), who revised
the curriculum, increased the faculty, engaged a principal, and
thus there came into being an institution, glorious and renowned.
Similarly, the fund-raising committee was enlarged, and a cam-
paign for pupils and funds was conducted. A board of education
was organized, its function being to follow the curriculum ade-
quately.

Along with Reb Itshe Meyer’s efforts on behalf of the tinokot
shel bet rabban, the school children, he set about laboring with
the same zeal for the adult community, providing it with Rabbinic
leadership, he adhered strongly to the principle, “Make unto thyself
a teacher” (Abot, 1. 6), and wanted Toronto to get the proper
religious leader, and the only worthy rabbi, whom he revered, was,
of course, Rabbi Graubart, the Stashever Rav; and he brought him
together with his family from Poland after the latter’s return from
Russia, where he had been exiled during the War as a hostage for
the Jewish community in consonance with Czarist custom .

It was no easy matter for him to join the two things: Kehillah
and Talmud Torah, rabbinate and education. Conflict and dissension
became routine, but Reb Itshe Meyer was not one to be deterred.
He was the object of attacks in voice and print. Meetings were
called in opposition to the Kehillah which he led. He was even
assaulted physically, but the dictum of “Fear no man” was in-
grained in him, and nothing deterred him from securing the
authority of Rabbi Graubart, not losing at the same time or en-
dangering the existence of the Talmud Torah. For a period of time,
he achieved his goal: Rabbi Graubart was recognized as the Chief
Rabbi of Toronto, and among the Stashever (his townsmen) as
their Rabbi (d. Wed. eve., Heshvan 2, 5698 — October 6, 1937).
The Talmud Torah progressed both numerically and pedagogically.
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This cornerstone of Torah education stood on 68 D’Arcy Street for
three decades.

Reb Itshe Meyer succeeded in finding, in the new stream of
immigrants, a number of learned and energetic Jews wholly
dedicated to two ideals: the creation of organized rabbinic leader-
ship and an adequate educational institution. Among these there
stood out Reb Joseph Levine, young, recently married, and in him
he found a real associate, who enabled the institution to emerge
from its sectarianism and become a city-wide educational institu-
tion. It did not take long for “Joe” (as he is known) Levine to become
president, then the youngest man to head any agency, especially
an educational institution. Levine joined the circle of Rabbi Grau-
bart’s co-workers, becoming the president of the municipal Kehillah
thus wearing two hats, to which he dedicated his time and energy
— yes his very youth! When I joined the staff of Talmud Torah
Eitz Chaim, Reb Abraham Tenenbaum was its president, and
Joseph Levine the chairman of the educational committee. We took
a census and found that we had 601 pupils — then the city’s largest
institution, the curriculum including beginners’ classes up to Talmud
and commentaries in the senior department.

Rabbi Graubart then expressed himself thus: “Yes, one can
criticize the teachers, the pupils, yes, even the lay people ... But
one thing all will admit, namely, that in this institution learning
goes on as a constant activity.” The voice of Torah resounded in
the small hours of the night!

The road was beset by hardships; there was no dearth of stones
and obstacles — but men of the caliber of Itshe Meyer are not
scared, and thanks to their ilk a tree of life was planted to spread
Torah knowledge unto eternity.

PERSONAL REMINISCENCES

My memories go back to the first week of my arrival in Toronto,
over forty years ago. I soon became acquainted with the Korolneks,
having become a ben bayit (one of the family), sharing with them
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not only one meal, not speaking of Kiddush and Havdalah (Friday
eve and Sabbath eve meals). And when his son, Hershel (Harry)
would say that he was going on a trip somewhere with Nachman
(N. Shemen), well, he was allowed to go wherever he desired,
the first journey being to Niagara Falls, New York. My delight
was as the “greenhorn’”, to be able, sans visa and passport, to go
south of the border, and Harry would lead me: he would take me
‘under his arms,” and the immigration inspectors showed respect.

I found my second home at the Korolneks’, until I joined the
Talmud Torah staff, and did not want to exploit the friendship for
personal gain.

For close to four decades, my parents were neighbors of the
Korolneks, and I always thought that the saying ‘Tov shochen
karove’ was very appropriate in describing them. In my interpre-
tation, it is good to have good neighbors who are close to each
other. Yes, they were very much attached to each other. My father,
Reb Shlomo Zalman Boimoil, z’l, (passed away the 28th of Shevat,
1970) and Reb Itshe Meyer were like brothers. A day didn’t pass
when they were not together, either in the synagogue of the
Talmud Torah, or at other gatherings and functions. My mother,
Gitl Pearl], (passed away 2nd day of Rosh Chodesh, Kislev, 1968).
She visited with Alte Tobe every day. They were friends during
all the years they knew each other.

My parents never interfered or asked favours on my behalf
during all the time I was employed at the Talmud Torah.
They did not want to feel that their friendship entitled them to
special consideration where I was concerned. I recall that on one
occasion Itshe Meyer praised my father for his quiet manner
and he felt that my mother was an ideal partner for my father.
He respected them for these fine qualities, and my parents admired
Itshe Meyer’s dynamic personality and his readiness to assist
anyone in need of help. This contrast in personalities was mutually
appreciated.

There were people who saw in Reb Itshe Meyer the severe,
angry, stubborn man. We, in the Talmud Torah, saw him in an

€
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entirely different light and whenever we, the teachers, had some
grievance, or had something to complain about, we immediately
went to him, and he, precisely he came to us without delay, heard
us out, always taking a sympathetic attitude to our demands. He
would frequently come to our defense, wanting the teachers to be
satisfied (the teaching would then be more adequate). Not once
did it happen that the ‘“revolutionaries”, Urbach, Abella, and
Shemen (the writer) foamed against a grievance, and spoke in
harsh terms; but in Reb Itshe Meyer we found a listening ear which
heard and understood (in Hebrew, hearing is understanding),
and the tension was eased. His loyalty and dedication to the
Talmud Torah knew no bounds, at the same time not abstaining
from an interest in other educational institutions, but about that
on another occasion.

THE END

The masses attended Reb Itshe Meyer’s obsequies, according
him the last honours. Everyone felt that with his passing, an era
had come to an end, and that concerning him one could say, “Alas
for those who depart and cannot be replaced”, because the entire
era is gone with them. In him we had the man of Szydlow and
Staszow, of the Hasidic milieu, a pioneer of Polish Judaism on local
soil. He used his whole strength — and he was a man of strength
— for sacred purposes, and with his 248 limbs and 365 veins did
build and plant Yiddishkeit.

Reb Itshe Meyer belonged to the caliber of men characterized
by the sages as “seeing no defect in those whom they love, and
seeing no merit in those whom they hate” (Ketubot 105b), but at
the same time he was the rarest man of mercy and grace. I am
familiar with numerous episodes illustrating this attitude of his.
His relation to Rabbi Graubart and Rabbi Graubart’s successors,
Rabbi Kamenetzky, and Rabbi Ochs (may they be spared for long
life) testifies to this quality. Characteristic of him were his
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simplicity and firmness. His simplicity consisted in doing a favor
to everyone in need, and his firmness was accompanied by pride to
accomplish what he deemed important for the continuity of the
rabbinic office, Kashrut, and education. His aim was to perpetuate
the tradition of Judaism as he saw it in the Shtetl. With his folksy
instinct, he sensed what was foreign on the Jewish body politic,
striving to alienate it with every means available. “Man has three
friends: children, material possessions, and good deeds”, (Pirke
de R. Eliezer, 34). His good deeds accompanied him along with his
children who always manifested love and reverence to the crown
of the family. They sensed that ‘“the crown of the good name
excels,” that their father bore the crown of the good name.

Reb Itshe Meyer departed this world full of years, deeds, and
naches. He was the ‘last of the Mohicans’, of that immigrant period
of sixty-seventy years ago. With his death there passed away a
firm champion not only for the Eitz Chaim School, but in general
a staunch champion of a Torah educational system who until
his last breath carried with him these ideals.

Whoever writes the history of Jewish Toronto, its pioneers,
will certainly dwell on a characterization of a man such as Reb
Itshe Meyer; and around him, revolves the whole generation and
the milieu of these men of will and action.

Reb Itshe Meyer embodied in his person the dictum of “The
deeds of the fathers are a foreshadowing of those of the children”
— he showed the way to his children and children’s children, and
to those who came after him, how to fight and succeed in struggling
for a worthy place for Yiddishkeit, wherever Jews set up their
tents, wherever Jews settle, rear children, and determine to be Jews.



I. M. KOROLNEK - IN MEMORIAM Page 75

A LETTER FROM RABBI PHILIP GRAUBART
TO REB ITSHE MEYER

3223 Douglas Blvd.,
Chicago, April 26, 1928

“Our beloved and devoted friend, Reb Itshe Meyer Korolnek:—

“I was delighted to receive your letter, and many thanks. It
is a joy to know that all is well with you —

...we are quite busy here with our studies and speaking en-
gagements in and out of Chicago.

“As to the matter under discussion, I know that the subject
of our correspondence will remain confidential (the reference is to
Rabbi Judah Leib Graubart’s contemplated return to Toronto after a
brief sojourn as Chief Rabbi of St. Louis, Mo. — ED.)

“After receiving your letter I communicated with my father,
and in to-day’s letter he tells me of his willingness to return to
Toronto and accept anew the rabbinic post he had vacated some
time ago. You may go on with the arrangements. He and mother
will come to the dedication of the new Eitz Chaim building. ..

“The St. Louis episode was not too satisfactory. My father
had expected to find there greater opportunities for com-
munal endeavor, but unfortunately he did not find the right
people. ..

“Should you decide to invite me too, for the dedication,
namely to be one of the speakers, I shall be happy to come.
Please let me know whether you expect me to speak in Eng-
lish, in Yiddish or Hebrew . ..”
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“As to Cantor Pinchik (Reb Itshe Meyer had apparently asked
Rabbi Philip Graubart whether the renowned Hazzan would be avail-
able as guest cantor at the dedication ceremonies of Talmud Torah
Eitz Chaim; Rabbi Philip Graubart could have possessed that informa-
tion, which he may have obtained from Cantor Theodore Greenberg
of Chicago, a relative of Cantor Pinchik. Rabbi Philip later married
Cantor Greenberg’s daughter, Bess. — Ep.) he is today in Philadelphia,
and it just happens that on Shabbat Rosh Hodesh Sivan...
(here the letter ends abruptly, as the following page or pages are
missing. — ED.)”

Immediately behind,
on the left (half-
hidden), is the tomb-
stone of Abraham
Tanenbaum, for many
years president of
Eitz Chaim Schools.
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NAMES OF PARENTS ENSHRINED
BY THE CHILDREN

The Korolnek family exerts every effort to immortalize the
names of Reb Itshe Meyer and Alta Toba and enshrine them in
the institutions which they loved during their lifetime. These are
to be found in Toronto, notably The Eitz Chaim Talmud Torah;
Bene Beraque, notably Ponevez Yeshiva, and Chicago.

On November 5, 1972, a large assemblage gathered to par-
ticipate in the dedication of the Bet Midrash in the new building
of the Talmud Torah located in the far north end of the city,
Eitz Chaim, at Steeles.

After morning services, Rabbi Friedler, head of Yeshiva Ner
Israel of Toronto, led in the study of Mishnayot in the best spirit
of the Jewish tradition. Mr. Joseph Tanenbaum opened the me-
morial rites, and Rabbi M. Ochs addressed the audience on the
significance of study as a mode of worship, referring to the in-
volvement of Reb Itshe Meyer and Alta Toba in the rearing of
this structure. The Bet Midrash is a gift of the children as a me-
morial to their parents, in co-operation with the Lerman family.

Emblazoned on the Ark Cover is the following inscription:
“To the eternal memory of Alta Toba, daughter of Reb Moshe
Aaron, d. 27 Tishri, 5733; Reb Itshe Meyer, son of Reb Israel
Yechiel, d. 8 Iyaar, 4731.

Cantor L. Ziegelman conducted the memorial service.
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Admiring the Poroches of the Holy Ark in the Itshe Meyer and
Alta Toba Beth Hamedrash in the new Talmud Torah Building
are (1. to r.): Rabbi S. K. Weinberg, Principal; Rabbi Shlomo
Hochler, Evening School Principal; Joseph Goldwasser, Executive
Director; and Joseph Tanenbaum, President. The Ark, in memory
of Raphael and Anna Lerman, was contributed by their children
Irving and Ruth Lerman, Charles and Rochelle Diamond, Alan
Michael and Maureen Lerman, Martin Lerman.
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The new ’beth hamedrash’ at Eitz Chaim Schools was donated by the Korolaek family in memory
of Itshe Meyer and Alta Toba Korolnek. At the consecration are: (l. to r.) Jack Wolff, Harry
Korolnek (holding Itshe Meyer Zigelman); Irving Lerman, Samuel Karoll, I. M. Herb Karoll, Max
Korolnek, David Karoll; Ruth Lerman, Anne Wolff, Toni Karoll, Florence Karoll, Mary Korolnek,
Rose Korolnek, Beverley Ogus, Anita Karoll.
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A GREAT ETHICAL WILL

Reb Itshe Meyer’s will now enters the galaxy of the classic
ethical wills so well-known in our history. We give here only a
partial list of beneficiaries (the will was drawn up by Attorney
David E. Newman, Q.C.).

Talmud Torah Eitz Chaim ... ... $50,000.
Ner Israel of Toronto ............................. $ 5,000.

Among Israel institutions:
The Ger Yeshivot ... $ 1,800.
Ponevez Yeshiva, Bene Beraq ............... $ 1,000.

Bequests were made to United States institutions, among them:
Ezras Torah; Yeshiva Torah Ve-Da’as; Ner Israel of Baltimore;
Telsher Yeshiva, Cleveland and Chicago; Bet Midrash Elyon, Lake-
wood; Lubavitch Yeshiva, New York, Beth Medrash Latorah,
and others.

Toronto institutions which benefitted from this ethical will,
among others: Moshav Zekenim, Mt. Sinai Hospital, Sick Children’s
Hospital, Associated Heb. Schools, Beth Jacob School, Yesode
Ha-Torah, Halboshas Arumim Society, Stashever Aid Society and
others.

Other bequests were made to Agudat Israel, Mizrachi Hapoel
Hamizrachi, etc. Reb Itshe Meyer supported all constructive
agencies in the community, mainly educational institutions.

* * *

This is a model, ethical will and is an indication of his faith in
the immortal words of R. Jose Ben Kisma which tell us that “at
the demise of a man, he is not accompanied by silver and gold...
but solely by Torah and good deeds” (Abot 619).



1960—With Chief Rabbi of the British Commonwealth Dr. Brodie
on the occasion of sod turning of south building 1 Viewmount Ave.

IVIIOWHI NI - AINTOYON N T

18 8u



Page 82 I. M. KOROLNEK - IN MEMORIAM

1963—North Building 1 Viewmount being dedicated in honour of
Mr. & Mrs. Itshe Meyer Korolnek.

Rabbi M. Ochs, H. Korolnek, Mr. & Mrs. I. M. Korolnek.
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A CONVERSATION WITH ALTA TOBA
KOROLNEK

Transcribed by RABBI CHAIM ZELIG KOROLNEK
a cousin of the Korolneks

Question: When did you meet Itshe Meir for the first time?

Answer: We were living in Stashev. My mother and I hap-
pened to be visiting Szydlow where an uncle of ours was living.
Itshe Meir came to Szydlow for the Sabbath and with his father
dropped in to my Uncle for Shalesh Seudos. That’s when I saw him
and his father.

Question: How old were you then?
Answer: I was four and Itshe Meir was five.
Question: Did you speak to each other then?

Answer: No. We were only children. We laughed and we
quarrelled as children do. Later when Itshe Meir’s father died I
was five and a half, he was a year older. His mother remained in
Szydlow with three children. She was constantly in tears. Who
will teach Mendel? At that time Itshe Meir’s father came to her
in a dream and said, “I will teach Mendel.” That week Mendel
died. When her child died she left for Lodz.

Question: Your mother-in-law?

Answer: Yes. She went with her two children, Itshe Meir and
Simcha — she had no others. Simcha was three years younger
than Itshe Meir. She got a job, she kept Simcha at the place where
she worked and she entrusted Itshe Meir to a weaver. Her husband
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came to her in a dream and said, “Itshe Meir will not be a working-
man.” When this dream occurred again on two more occasions she
saw that this was something quite serious. She went back home
and got married in Stashev. Itshe Meir was then nine years old.
Her second husband was called Shloime Federhendler.

Question: How long was she in Lodz?

Answer: More than a year. When she got married she took
Simcha with her and Itshe Meir was left with a brother of hers.
The uncle sent Itshe Meir to Stashev to our place, but the boy
said, “I don’t know where Rivka lives.” His uncle asked a friend,
“Do me a favour, take the child to Rivka Gitl Chana’s, she will be
a mother to him.”

Question: Were they related?

Answer: No, they were merely friends.

Question: Why did the mother leave Itshe Meir — couldn’t
she maintain both children ?

Answer: Yes, that was the main reason. Her second husband
did not earn enough to maintain a large family. She made him an
assistant in an elementary Cheder. The mother taught him enough
Hebrew. Later he got a job in a village as a melamed. There he
was given food and stale, dry bread, and he had to do other work
in the house, such as rocking the baby to sleep and cleaning up
the house, up to the age of thirteen. Then he began to help his
mother in the business — she dealt in feathers.

Question: What was this story about bread?

Answer: Nechemia Kelerman would come to his grandfather
to spend the night. His grandfather was Itshe Meir’s step-father.
When Nechemia spent a night at his grandfather’s he slept with
Itshe Meir on the sleeping benches,
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Nechemia used to get pleasure out of playing cards and was
constantly trying to persuade Itshe Meir to play with him. Ne-
chemia was not lucky at cards and he was always losing. Once the
poor chap became so nervous at losing a few pennies that he took
his revenge in attacking a loaf of bread; He attacked the bread,
ripped the crust off it and that made him feel better. The next
morning, the mother saw there was nothing left of the loaf of
bread, and she had no food to give her children. She scolded Ne-
chemia and he got what was coming to him.

Question: Did Itshe Meir ever play cards here in Toronto?

Answer: Yes. They got together a group at Wolf Yehuda
Silverberg’s on Beverley Street and played in “Ocke”. In one game
he got an excellent hand. Each player was certain that he had the
best of cards. They all outbid each other and the amount in the pot
grew and grew. It reached quite a sizable sum. When they laid
open their cards they all started to grab the money from the plate.
The young man who really won wept bitter tears. Then Itshe Meir
spat and he said “phooey on you — I’ll never play cards again.”
And he never did.

Question: Did Itshe Meir know Yossel Osolky of Szydlow?

Answer: Yes, he knew him. Once when Itshe Meir was a little
boy — he was eight years old. He had curly payess. Yossel be-
grudged him his payess — he, himself was already 12 years old.
He took a scissors and cut one earlock off the boy’s head.

When the boy came home and his mother saw what had hap-
pened, she wanted to punish him. Osolky’s father found out what

his son did and he really gave him “what for.”

Question: How long was Itshe Meir in the feathers — that is
how long was he in the feather business?

Answer: Till the age of about eighteen.

Question: When did you get married?



Page 86 I. M. KOROLNEK - IN MEMORIAM

Answer: I was fifteen years old and he was sixteen. There was
another candidate aside from me, quite a nice girl, her name was
Tziril. Itshe Meir’s mother preferred the other girl, and she asked
Itshe Meir which one he preferred, and he said, “Alta Tobe.”

Question: Where did the engagement take place?

Answer: In our home.

Question: Did you get bethroal money as a gift?

Answer: Yes, I got two rings and Itshe Meir got a watch.
Two years later we got married on the nineteenth of Sivan.

Question: Where did you live?
Answer: In a small room at my mother’s home.
Question: Did you get kest (free board) ?

Answer: Yes, father promised a year of free board, but Itshe
Meir in the end renounced it. He said that the father didn’t have
any possibility of doing it.

Question: How long did you live with your parents?

Answer: Until we left for America — that is from 1902 to
1910.

Question: Did you ever have any problems with each other?
Answer: No, I always gave in. I didn’t try to boss him.

Question: When was your first son born?

Answer: Yisroel Michel was born two years after the wedding
when my father left for America.
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Question: How many children did you have then?

Answer: We had four children.
Question: Why did your father go to America?

Answer: Because he had no livelihood and he was in debt up
to the ears. He owed perhaps 2,000 rubles and couldn’t look his
creditors in the face. Bit by bit he paid everyone off and became
an honourable man.

Question: Why did Itshe Meir go to America ?

Answer: He got sick and tired of dealing with the peasants
and dragging in the country.

It’s true that I didn’t want to go to America. But Itshe Meir
was stubborn and nobody could talk him out of it. His mother wept
bitter tears — she didn’t want him to go in that godless country.
He promised me that if he was convinced that he could not bring
up children in the true Jewish path in America he would return.
He said good-bye to everyone except his mother—she didn’t want
to say good-bye to him.

Question: Did Itshe Meir ever send her any money ?

Answer: Yes; Simcha didn’t marry well and he had to get a
divorce — this required money — after he married a second time
with a girl Tziril Poprowitch, this required further money, and
Itshe Meir sent it each time. His mother didn’t want to say good-
bye, but she gladly took his money. Itshe Meir regularly sent
$10.00 every month. By then they were all quite willing to go to
America. There were eight people. Itshe Meir wrote that he could
take them one by one, to take them all at once he didn’t have
enough money.

Question: How many children did you have when Itshe Meir
left?
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Answer: Four children; two later died, a young boy named
Pinchas, a girl named Miriam Esther.

Question: What happened to the children?

Answer: There was an epidemic of scarlet fever; all the child-
ren took sick, two died and two, with God’s Grace, remained alive.

Question: When did Itshe Meir find out the sad news about
the children?

Answer: Several months later. He was surprised, for I would
send greetings and regards from each child separately, and later T
wrote merely ‘“the children send their love” without mentioning
their names. He realized something was wrong. He kept asking me
for more details about the children. I didn’t know what to do.
Finally I went to the Rabbi of Szydlow to seek some advice. The
Rabbi told me to write that for the money he sent I made suits for
the two children and then he would understand that the other two
were no longer alive. He received the letter and he was very puzzled
and in despair. At that time a woman from Stashev came and the
woman told him and Itshe Meir sat shiva for an hour according
to the Jewish law.

Question: How did your sister come here?

Answer: My father sent for Perl Blima a year after he came.

Question: What did she do here?

Answer: She served in the house of Philip Levy for over a
year. Then she went to work in a shop. She soon got married even
before I came.

Question: How long were you at home without Itshe Meir?

Answer: A year and four months. My husband sent us all
the documents and we left on Rosh Chodesh Elul. We were seven
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days at sea, the trip was quite smooth. We arrived at Quebec City.
From there we took the train to Montreal. Nobody was waiting for
us in Montreal, but we found our way on the train to Toronto.

Question: Did you have the house on Baldwin Street at that
time?

Answer: Yes, Itshe Meir and my father had bought the house
in partnership with Ephraim Blackstein. We lived downstairs and
Ephraim lived upstairs.

Question: How many people lived downstairs?

Answer: My parents, Gitl Chana, Itzchak Hirsh, Pear]l Blima
was already married, myself and Itshe Meir and the two children,
Yisroel Michel and Shmuel.

Question: What did Itshe Meir do for a living when you
arrived?

Answer: Itshe Meir and my father had a horse and wagon
and they peddled together. By the way, I forgot to tell you that
before Itshe Meir left for America he rented an orchard. One sea-
son was not bad, but the second year it failed. The fruit harvest
simply didn’t come out and the insects ruined it. He left for Ame-
rica. I also forgot to mention that when Itshe Meir was nine years
old he had a neighbor who was blind. The blind man wanted to say
T’hillim. Itshe Meir went to him and every day recited for him a
chapter of Psalms, and the blind man repeated it word for word.
The blind man blessed him and wished him sound and healthy eye-
sight and a sweet strong voice forever. This blessing was fulfilled.

Itshe Meir used to talk about his experiences when he was a
“pbahelfer”, that is a melamed’s assistant in the village. The tea-
cher’s wife gave him a lot of trouble. During the day he worked
in the shop and at night she would have him rock the child in the
cradle. He would pinch the child’s bottom until the balaboste dis-
covered that when he was rocking the child it was always crying,
and she stopped him from doing it. When they were not at home,
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he took together all the stale bread and threw it in the fishpond
for the fish, and he ate fresh rolls and butter, and more butter

than rolls.
Question: When did Itshe Meir begin dealing in bottles?

Answer: In 1913 after I had been here two years. He learned
the business from Moishe Leizer Schwartz for whom he had

worked.

Question: When did he stop peddling ?

‘Answer: When Hershel was born. He started his bottle busi-
ness. Everybody helped to sort the bottles.

Question: When were the other children born?

Answer: Every two years a child was born; in 1913, Hershel;
in 1915, Chanele; in 1917, Mordecai; in 1919, Rochel; in 1922, the
youngest David.

Question: The oldest boy was by now quite big — what did
he do?

Answer: We had a cap shop; Itshe Meir and Mr. Shkaf’s son
and somebody named Schwartz were partners. Later they went
bankrupt.

Itshe Meir bought the cap factory and paid off the debts. My
brother Itzchak Hirsh became manager and my son Yisroel Michel,
the salesman. In the wintertime when the days were short, Itshe
Meir would leave the bottle business and run to the factory on
Fridays to make sure that it was closed before the Sabbath fell,
and that the Jewish workers should be able to get home for the
Sabbath. My father looked after the bottles while he was gone.

Question: When did Itshe Meir begin to daven as a prayer
leader on the High Holidays?
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Answer: The first year he did so was with the Szydlower. He
was paid $15.00 for it. He didn’t want to take any pleasure or have
any benefit from the money, so he sent it away to three people,
Yankel Yechiel Boruch’s, his teacher, Rabbi Shaltiel and Reb
Shloime; he wrote them as follows: I'm sending this not for you to
buy food but to get wood to keep your house warm, to make sure
that the ‘“negel-wasser” doesn’t get frozen. The second year he
davened at the Stashiver and by the third year the Talmud Torah
was opened.

Question: When did the Talmud Torah open, and how many
pupils did it have at the time?

Answer: It seems to me it was 1913, though I'm not sure.
There were six pupils — Kalman Greenbaum’s two children,
Moishe and Yossel; Moishe Leibush Greenbaum’s son, the son of
a chazzen, and my two sons, Yisroel Michel and Shmuel. The first
teacher was Reb Leibush Noble, of blessed memory.

Question: Who paid tuition?

Answer: The parents, the balabatim later got weekly pay-
ments from contributors — 10¢ a week.

Question: Where was the Talmud Torah ?

Answer: At the beginning it was in the Polish Synagogue on
Elm Street. Afterwards it was on Simcoe Street. After Simcoe
Street they bought the building on D’Arcy Street.

Questions: What was the building before it was the Talmud
Torah, and how was it bought?

Answer: It was a club for Italians, and it was for sale. The
leaders of the Talmud Torah called a meeting and at that meeting
Itshe Meir proposed buying the building since it was a bargain.
They all got frightened — “Where will we get all that money,”
they asked; they mneeded $2,000. Itshe Meir said, “If you won’t
buy the building, I’ll buy it myself. The children are running
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around on the streets idle. So-called teachers go about from house
to house with sidurim in their hands and ruin the children.” Itshe
Meir did buy the building. Soon there was another meeting and
they all realized that they had to buy the building. In the mean-
time they asked the Italians to let the children in to learn. Then
they called a larger meeting of a number of leading Jews and
the money was raised. Mr. Yosel Shidlovsky became the president.

Question: There were Rabbis in the city at that time; did
they lend a hand ?

Answer: Rabbi Yudel Rosenberg was one of the founders of
the Board of Education.*

Question: And the other Rabbis ?
Answer: Rabbi Weinrib and Rabbi Levy assisted.

Question: How many pupils did they have by the time they
moved to D’Arcy Street?

Answer: There were about 100.

Question: When was the Halboshes Arumim Society founded?

Answer: At the very same time. It was organized by the first
20 women. Mrs. Wilner was the first president. Avrumele Saltz-
berg gave the first $5.00. They had a collector who collected mo-
ney for the Talmud Torah at 10¢ a week, and for the Halboshes
Arumim Society he asked 25¢ a month. Members paid $3.00 a year.
A little while later, Sarah Gitl Saltzberg became the president and
she held that position until this very day. Twice a year the tea-
chers gave the Society a list of those children in the Talmud Torah
who came from impoverished families and the Halboshes Arumim
clothed them from head to foot; this was done just before Pass-
over and after Sucoth.

Question: How long did you maintain this activity of provid-
ing clothes for poor children?

®*Rabbi Yehuda Rosenberg was a well-known scholar and Rabbinic author. He
translated the Zohar into Hebrew and added commentaries.—Ep.
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Answer: Until World War II when it was no longer necessary.
From that time on any money raised went to the Talmud Torah.

Question: Was there a place for a young man to do some stu-
dying on his own if he wanted to continue?

Answer: No, there was no Yeshivah; but there were Jews who
were scholars and who devoted themselves to studying with a few
boys.

Question: When did the Talmud Torah bring over its first
rabbi?

Answer: Its first rabbi was J. L. Graubart. This was in the
year 1920 just after World War I. He had been a rabbi in Staszow
about nineteen years. He was at a Mizrachi conference in London,
England and he mentioned some unpleasant things about Poland
— he was actually afraid of going back.

Question: Who was the rabbi of the Talmud Torah before
Graubart?

Answer: It was Yudel Rosenberg. He left Toronto and wag
received as a rabbi in the city of Montreal.

Question: Who succeeded Rabbi Graubart as the rabbi ir
Staszow ?

Answer: The Partsever Rov.

Question: What did Rabbi Graubart accomplish for Toronto?

Answer: He reorganized the Kehillah. The shochtim really
had respect for him.

Question: Did Rabbi Graubart spend all his time here until
he died?

Answer: No, there was a dispute and a quarrel and he left
for St. Louis, but two years later he was brought back and he died
here.
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Question: Did Itshe Meir’s friends ever meet in your home?

Answer: Yes, they used to come every Friday night to drink
a glass of beer, to sing zmiros, to chat, to listen to a word of Torah
and a story from a scholar. Once they came in and started to make
fun of Rabbi Rosenberg and used rather bad language. This an-
noyed me and I told my husband that if it wasn’t for the fact that
I was afraid of him I would have scolded them and chased them
out. “Never fear any more,” my husband replied, “tell them exact-
ly what you feel.” Before long, I did as my husband said. They
spoke out of turn again and I told them I didn’t want them in my
house. I thought they wouldn’t come anymore, but they did return,
however, they kept their tongues and didn’t misbehave.

Question: What else do you have to say about your parents?

Answer: My parents had a lot of trouble. They had trouble
with their children. Their first three children died, and my mother
went to the Neishtatter Rebbe. He said that when the fourth child
would be born, on each Friday before candlelighting they should
give 18 coins to charity, and this helped. Just the same, however,
three children died afterwards but four did remain, two of whom
were twins.

In the early days my mother started the practice of preparing
in advance several kettles of hot coffee and tea for Saturday mor-
ning. When people would come from the mikvah before prayers,
they would drop in for a hot cup of coffee. We kept this up all the
years we lived on Baldwin Street.

My parents were very good people — we always had an open
house. Whoever came in short of food went out well fed, both back
in Europe and here in Canada. My mother used to cook soups for
guests and lonely people who would come in. In Stashev my mother
would help the sick people in the hospital, she washed their feet,
she would bring them kosher food, she would send me with food to
the hospital, and even here in Canada she would do the same
thing. She would send her grandchildren with hot foods for people
in the hospital and to the homes of the poor.
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Question: Do you want to say something about your husband?

Answer: My husband was good — a good husband, and a
good father. He gave generous support to all yeshivoth, he handled
all meshulochim quite well. He never gave me trouble whenever
I gave to charity or I went out to do a mitzva, even when I was
quite busy and he needed me at home. He raised seven good child-
ren who all had respect for him and for me, and even for their
grandfather and grandmother, my parents. My sons from Chizago
constantly telephones me. My Mordecai served his grandfather
with the greatest devotion. He washed him, cut his nails and ful-
filled the mitzva of respect for the aged. My children are great
supporters of the Poneveszher Yeshiva and other yeshivoth.

Question: What kind of marriages did your children make?

Answer: Yisroel Michel went to work in Chicago to my sister
Gitel Chana. In Chicago a friend of mine from Szydlow was living,
her name was Chana Perl. I asked him to go see them. Chana
Per]l had a daughter — my son and this girl took to each other and
they got married. The wedding was in Toronto at my home; the
bride didn’t have a father. They had a very good life, they had two
children Chaim Yosef and Chana Perl and they prospered in
Chicago. His present wife Florence is a very fine woman, may they
live happily together for many years. Two years later Shmuel went
to his brother in Chicago—there he met a girl and wrote us that he
was going to get married. We both went to Chicago to see to whom
he was becoming attached—we found out that she came of fine
Russian parents, and two years later they got married.

Before I tell about Chanele, I must say something about her
husband Yankev Shloime. His father had a rather bitter life —
his wife died and left him with four small children. He didn’t make
much of a living, he was a candy maker and didn’t have any per-
manent job but kept wandering from town to town. He was also in
Israel (then Palestine) at one point. There the mother of his first
wife was living; he left his son, Yankev Shloime with the grand-
mother. He then came to Toronto, got married and made candies.
He live on Huron Street and his factory was on Baldwin Street. His
wife once came to me asking if I would loan her $10. because she had
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to buy a bag of sugar, and she didn’t have the money for it. I
gave it to her and my husband didn’t even know about it. It was
a lucky $10. — from that $10. they worked themselves up. Later
Yankev Shloime came from Palestine and he met my Chanele. They
got married; and we had a very fine aufruf, an engagement party
and a fine wedding.

Harry (Hershel) once came and said that he had found a fine
girl named Miriam (Mary). We made a wedding — they were not
wealthy people and so we helped with the expenses. At the same
time, Mordecai also was going out with a girl of very fine parents,
also people of no wealth, but with our help they had a fine wed-
ding. Mordecai and Hershel both worked in the bottle business.
Mordecai first rented a flat, later he moved into my house and
lived with me for four years until he had his daughter Breind],
then they bought a house on Roxton Road.

Question: You mean a mother-in-law and a daughter-in-law
lived together without quarreling ?

Answer: Yes, we got along quite well.
Question: How did Rochel and Irving get together?

Answer: Rochel came to me with the news that she had met
a fine boy who was a cousin of Mary, Hershel’'s wife. Well the
machutonim got together and the machuteniste asked me how
much dowry we would give her son. I answered, “I gave your bro-
ther a piece of goods as good as you are giving me, and the dowry
which your brother gave my son, I will give your son.” So they
got married without a dowry. It was a fine wedding, Rabbi Ka-
minetsky performed it — the wedding was on a Sunday.

Later when my son-in-law went into business and bought the
building and business on Church Street we all helped him out.
Thank God they have done well.

David was in Chicago where he was working. About three
years after Rochel’s wedding, David found a girl of Hungarian
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parents. The girl’s parents told David, “You have an aunt named
Gitl Chana — bring her here and let’s have an engagement.” My
son said, “Without my parents I make no engagement.” So we
went to the tnoyim (engagement) and they got married. My father
was still alive then, but he couldn’t come to the wedding, but he
did come for the Sabbath after the wedding and we had a fine
Sheve Brochess in honour of the grandfather.

I have now told about all my children, I must tell about an-
other child. I mean about you, Zelig, because to us you have always
been like a child of our own — just like my own children. We
always prayed that we should live to lead you to the chuppa. My
husband didn’t survive to it, but I did. Thank God you obtained
a fine wife and with God’s help we will have lots of nachas from
you.

Question: How long was the Talmud Torah without a rabbi
after the death of Rabbi Graubart?

Answer: About a year.
Question: How did you get Rabbi Kaminetsky ?

Answer: Rabbi Kaminetsky was from Lithuania. He went out
to collect money for a yeshiva in North America. When he was in
Winnipeg or Seattle Rabbi Sholom Wohlgelernter of Toronto was
there, so Sholom Wohlgelernter wrote a letter to Itshe Meir that
we should bring Rabbi Kaminetsky to Toronto as spiritual leader.
At that time, there was a banquet as it happened and Rabbi Ka-
minetsky was invited to be the guest speaker. He made a favour-
able impression and remained as a rabbi. His family was still in
Lithuania. Itshe Meir spoke to him about bringing his family over
but he was afraid to bring his children here — he didn’t want them
to become estranged and alienated from the faith here in North
America. But Itshe Meir persuaded him and he brought them, his
wife, four sons and two daughters. They are grateful to Itshe Meir
to this very day; otherwise they probably would have been killes
by the Nazis.
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Question: How did Rabbi Ochs come to Toronto?

Answer: Rabbi Ochs had a father-in-law, Reb Shmuel Reich,
of late memory, living in Toronto. His father-in-law came and pro-
posed that his son-in-law take over the position which was open
after Rabbi Kaminetsky left. The father-in-law said that his son-in-
law was a rabbi in Vienna, was now in England, and was a great
scholar and suitable to be our rabbi. They brought Rabbi Ochs and
they received him in the appropriate manner. Later the situation
changed; people moved out of that area; they had to sell the
Talmud Torah building because all the people were living in the
upper northern section of the city. Itshe Meir was very reluctant
to move away from Baldwin Street but it was becoming difficult
to obtain a minyan in this district, and we finally moved to View-
mount Avenue.

The Talmud Torah building on Viewmount was erected, Rabbi
Ochs’ son Mordecai became the rabbi. He already lived in the area
near the new Talmud Torah.

Question: Where and how did Rabbi Kaplan come here?
Where was he during the war?

Answer: He came via Shanghai. The Yeshiva of Mir had been
transplanted there in transit during the war. He brought his
father-in-law and mother-in-law and soon got a position here as
head of the Yeshiva Mril Graubart.

Incidentally, I forgot to tell a rather fine family story. Itshe
Meir had a half-brother named Moishe Chaim who was a shochet
in Chmielnik. Somebody spread a rumor about him and he escaped
to Germany and left behind a wife and four children. The wife
went to the late great Gerer rabbi, the S’fass Emess, this was in
the year 1898. The S’fass Emess said take the train, go to Germany,
get off at the first station and look in all the windows and you will
find your husband. This was what she did—she looked in the win-
dows and suddenly saw a man reciting the Shmona Esra prayer, in
his tallis and tfiln. She waited until he had finished and this was
her husband they were reconciled and then they went to Australia.
We didn’t hear from them again until 1930 at which time they
were aged people.
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Another story about my father’s brother. My father’s brother
was named Hershel Beder. My father had received lots of favours
from him. Once a merchant came to Stashev to sell hides. My
father wanted to buy them. His brother went and discussed things
with the merchant and told him that he should not deal with my
father because he would not pay. People heard this and scolded
the brother who would speak about his own brother in this bad
way for the purpose of doing him harm — but the merchant him-
self came and said what Hershel had told him. “I,” he said, “Have
more confidence in you than your brother.”

Question: Will you say something about your brother; and
sister’s family ?

Answer: My sister Gitl Chana came to Toronto before me,
then she went to Chicago, there she met Mayer, he came from
Klementow. My sister Perl Blima’s husband was a brother of
Mayer, that is two brothers married two sisters.

Question: Will you tell something about Itshe Meir’s sister
and brother?

Answer: Itshe Meir had a sister whose name was Tziril. She
lived in Lodz. She got married in Stashev with somebody named
Chatzkele Hord. He was a shpileter. She was childless. About his
brother Moishe Chaim, I have already spoken. He had another
brother named Shmuel Seinvl. He had six children — four sons
and two daughters. His youngest son, Elye, married in Wierbznik.
He had another brother named Simcha. Simcha had four daugh-
ters of whom only one, Raisel, managed to escape to Russia. She
now lives in Toronto; the others were all killed in the Nazi Holo-
caust.

My mother had one brother, Velvel Kanner. He was childless.
I want to tell you something about my grandfather on my mother’s
side. He escaped from the family to England and left an abandoned
wife behind with two living orphans. My mother was seven years
old and her brother five years old. They heard nothing further
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from their father. The grandmother died of her troubles when she
was 36 years old. The uncle Hershel was childless and he took in
the two children and raised them up and married them off. Velvel
got married to a niece of my father’s. He also had no children.

My mother’s mother had two brothers and two sisters —
Alter and Chaim. Chaya-Soro’s husband was the man who wrote the
notes for the Neishtetter Rebbe. My mother’s grandfather was a
merchant who travelled to Danzig. His name was Velvele Reiter.

Transcribed, August 1972, by a member of the family,
Rabbi Chaim Zelig Korolnek.

In his unique manner, Reb Itshe Meyer manifested the way to
support Israel; how to influence people to aid in the building of
philanthropic institutions and yeshivot in the State of Israel.

* * * =

We shall always cherish his sacred memory.
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