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PREFACE

The unigue community of Boro Park, today is considered to be
the largest community of Orthodox and Hasidic jews in America. It
wasn't always like this. To understand how it got that way, is to
know and understand its rather obscure and little known history.

A& good source of information, can be found in a monthly column
written by Dr. Philip J. Kipust, and published in the Boro Park
Community News, since 1976 and entitled: "I Remember Boro Park".

The column chronicles the history and culture, and its social,
political and economic life. It lists and comments upon buildings,
structures, streets, spaces and parks; all which weave the tapestry
of this unique community, in the heart of Brooklyn, called Boro Park.

The column consists of letters from readers, researched articles
by members of the Boro Park Historical Society, and original material
written by the columnist.

There is information on churches, synagogues, schools and yeshivas.,
Transportation, stores, hospitals, restaurants, businesses, clubs
and organizations.

Articles on former and current residents, such as rabbis, teaghers
doctors, lawyers, ccmedians, even opera singers and baseball players.

Since most of the information found in this column is chronicled
nowhere else, and since newspaper articles are scattered and soon lost,
we have decided@ to re-publish the column, since its inception, in a
three-volume book format:

Vvol.I covers the years 1976 to 1987.
vol. II covers the years 1988 to 1995.
Vol, III covers the years 1996 to 2004.

Each volume contains a Table of Contents and an INdex.

All three volumes have been placed in various local libraries,
and other local book depositories, which are generally well known
to present and@ future historical researchers.

it is hoped that, the column 1 Remember Boro Park", as
re-published in book format, will encourage future researchers and
historians to write about this unique and interesting community
called Boro Park,

Dario S. Marotta
December 2004
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SELECTED BORC PARK CHRONOLOGY

Town of New Utrecht established.

Edgewood Chapel established.

Brooklyn, Bath & West End R.R. re-organized.
West Brooklyn development started.

Blythebourne development started.

Town of New Utrecht annexed to City of Brooklyn.
Boro Park Company starts to develop the area,
Temple Beth-El, first synagogue in B.P. founded.

Wwest End surface line elevated above street and
connected to the new 4th Ave. subway.

Boro Park Y.M.H.A. opens.

United Israel-Zion Hospital formed by a merger.
Construction of many large apt.houses,schools,theaters,
Opening of Boro Park Police Station.

13th Ave. Retail Market opened (eliminated push carts)

New Boro Park Public Library opened.
Hassidic groups begin to settle in Boro Park.
Start of "I Remember Boro Park™ column.

Hassidic and Orthodox groups dominate Boro Park.
Establish many synagogues & yeshivas.

Revitalization of many homes and businesses.
Opening of the Avenue Plaza Hotel,
Lack of space for expansion and resulting overcrowding

lead some to seek other suitable areas. Flatbush seems
to be the preferred area.
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| REMIEVIBER BORO PARK

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Louise asyl Olttenbacher
As a resident of Boro |
Park for more than 57
years, Ithink Iqualify to |
be called an “old-timer” |
and can describe the
changes Isaw during .
these many years.
Myhusband,
Richard, our two young
sons, Frank and Kurt, and
I lived in Fuerth,
Germany. Hitler became.
ictator_of Germany in
1933, For the next five
years we considered emi-
grating, but had hesitated.
because of our close rela-
tionship with our parents.
Finally, in 1938, after great
stress, excitement ana
hard work, my husband, I

and our two sons had suc-

ceeded in boarding the
Cunard liner Aquitania in
Cherbourg,
should mention that my
dear husband, Dr. Richard
Offenbacher, had prac:
ticed medicine for 25
years, including the fout
.years he served in the
German Army during
« World War 1.)

N .},_We . were _happx
. when we landed in the

US. on July 12, 1938. Our -

reception at the Hudson
River pier in Manhattar

' ‘was beyond-our expecta- :
tions. My husband’s fusfh

France. (I .

cousin, Seligr
Schwarzschild (by the
way, he was the first pres-
ident of Yeshiva
Chaim) and his family
met us at the boat.
Qutside the pier, his com-
fortable family car was
waiting to bring us - via
lower Manhattan, the
Manhattan Bridge, and
through beautiful

Etz i

t

Prospect Park - to the .

Schwarzschild home in
the heart of Boro Park,

1359 51st Street (demol- !

ished).

A wonderful meal
was waiting for us in their
lovely one-family private

house, surrounded by a -

front and back yard. Upon

entering Boro Park, Iwas .

pleasantly impressed by
tree-lined 14th and 15th
Avenues and the tasteful
and well-kept buildings of
Congregation Anshe
Sefard, Temple Emanuel
and’ Temple Beth-El. All
the one- and two-family
private houses had front

- yards, some well-tended.

- “After a few days of
respite, we decided to rent:

an affordable apartment
close to our dear relatives.
So shortly after, the four of
us moved to a three-room
apartment on the sixth
floor of 1333 51st Street.
The rental per month was

"$43, with two months rent

concession.

The proximity of 13th
Averiue was very conve-
nient and made shopping

easy. Who could ever |
imagine that this busy

avenue would ever
change as it didf On
Shabbat (Saturdays)

almost all the stores were
open and did a thriving
business. Today - the
stores are all closed!

On the comner of 14th
Avenue and 5l1st Street,
Dr. MoiTis Levine, a very
prominent ear, nose and
throat specialist, had a
booming practice in his
wonderful house with a
front porch {demolished).
We became friendly with
him and enjoyed his ser-
vices and his hospitality. :

Slowly but surely,
Jews  fram. Austria,
Germany * and

Switzerland arrived iIn
Boro Park. Meanwhile,
after we had lived in Boro

Park a short time, we were .

looking for a synagogue
to join. We were advised
by our relatives to join
Congregation
Emunah, led by Rabbi
Harry I. Wohlberg and
President Joseph Libman.
The congregation: consist-
ed mostly of well-todo
]ews of East-European ori-

. were well-
received and made some
friends. Some of the
names I remember are Mr.
and Mrs. Louis
Kalmanowitz, the Zieger

family, the Daniel Family, |

the Kufeld family and the
Berman families.

Shomrei
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Once in a while, we
went to hear the famous

cantors, the brothers
Moshe and David
Kusevitsky. Cantor Moshe

was with Temple Beth-El
and Cantor David was
with Temple Emanuel.

: After one year of
unremitting study and
difficult examinations, my
husband succeeded in
receiving. his- license to
practice medicine.
Through the good offices
of a friend, Dr. Isadore
Held of Manhattan,
Richard was lucky to be
admitted as a practicing
physician by the Israel
Zion Hospital. At that
time, the Israel Zion
Hospital consisted of one
building. Twice a week,
my husband donated his
services to the hospital
clinic and there he met
and became friendly with
many wonderful col-

leagues.

There were the excel-
lent surgeons, Dr.
Mandelberg and Dr

Sigman; the internists, Dr.
EG. Silverman, Dr
Kresky, Dr. Press and Dr.
Agus. There were gyne-
cologists, Dr. Bunim and
Dr. Merriam; the pediatri-
cians, Dr. Schmuerer, Dr.
Selma Wehl and Dr
Palinsky. Dr. Dressler
from Vienna was there, as
was the famous cardiolo-
gist, Dr. Kantrowitz, and

Drs. Anna and Leo Igel.
We were also close friends

with Isabel and Sigi Peilte,
who lived on 14th Avenue
and 52nd Street.

Our personal experi-
ence with the Israel Zion
Hospital is very interest-
ing. My 83-year old moth-
er-in-law, Helene, arrived
in the U.S. shortly after we
did. She first moved in

' with her daughter and
. son-in-law, the
Gruensteins, at 1520 S1st
Street. One evening in July
1939, Helene missed a
step and fell and broke her
hip. What a catastrophet
The excellent orthopedist,
Dr. Trynin, took care of her
and she spent six weeks in
a long cast in the Israel
Zion Hospital. She was in
a large ward (a nurse was
always present). Price: $25
a week! Resulk excellent!

Helene came to live
with us after her accident
and lived happily for a
few more years, thanks to
the excellent care of the
Israel Zion Hospital. Since
that time, Israel Zion has
developed into the large
“Maimonides Medical
Center. It now consists of
several buildings and
additional offices in adja-
cent private houses.

Tjust passed my 95th
birthday. 1 could go on
and on and tell you about
Boro Park and its changes.
Maybe at a later date!
Louise Asy] Offenbacher
(Ed: We thank Mrs,
Offenbacher for her inter-
esting article and look for-
ward eagerly for more.)

People 1 Have Known
by Lucille Posner

Having long since
reached the age of discretion,
1 feel the tume has come to
write about some Boro Park
residents I have known, both
relatives and friends.

The Herlands family
made a lasting impression on
everyone who ever knew
them. My mother’s aunt
Sarah was the wife of Jacob
(known as Jack) Herlands. In
1920, they moved with their
four children to the house
they had bought on 52nd
Street between 15th and E6th
Avenues. Formerly a travel-
ling salesman, Uncle Jack
cventually owned a buiton
factory in Manhatian. Aunt
Sarah was a sweel, pretty
woman and Uncle Jack was a
good-looking, vital man. He
was very witty. Uncle Jack’s
favorite saying (which he
made up) was, “Never run
after a bus or a woman,
there's always another com-
ing behind.” He did magic
tricks and used to pull quar-
ters from behind people’s
cars or from their shoes.

All of Jack and Sarah’s
children had successful
careers. Lillian was a profes-
sor of English literature at
N.Y.U. She wrote a textbook
on English literature and
received the Great Teacher
Award. Bobby was a promi-
nent Manhattan dentist, spe-
cializing in bridges. Herby
was a lawyer and Jlater
moved to Califormia, where
he was the attorney for Hunts
Foods. William B. Herlands,
also a lawyer, was the N.Y.C.
Commissioner of

Investigation under
Mayor LaGuardia. Somé
vears kater.
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1 remember our next- .

William B. was appointed a

' judge in the U.S. Federal

v

Court in Manhatian, where

. he served with distinction.

Ifirst met my best
friend, Cynthia Budove,

. when I was ten years old and

she was in my class at P.S.
103, 53rd Strect and 14th
Avenue. I spent much of my
waking hours in Cynthia’s
house at 1430 47ih Street
(demolished). She lived with
her extended family: her
mother, her father (a doctor
of bomeopathy), her unmar-
ried aunt, her unmarmed
uncle, Dave Manashaw (a
druggist), another zunt and
her husband, (Uncle Irving),
and their daughter Ruth.
Cynthia's elderly, Orthodox
grandparents also lived with

the family. £.ast, but not feast,’ *

Cynthia had a gentle collie
dog, Daisy, who used to go
on walks with Cynthia and
me.

Another classmate and
close friend of mine was
Helene Poris, who lived on
S0th Street between 14th and
15th  Avenues, directly
behind my house (both our
houses have been demol-
ished). Helene’s father was a
schoo! principal and her
mother was an art teacher.
She had a little sister, Amy.
Helene was 2n excellent
pianist and devoted much of
her time to practicing. As a
child, Helene suffered from
mastoid infections. When we
were both in Montauk Junior
High School, Helene under-
went 2 mastoid operation and
died. Today, mastoid infec-
tions are treated with antibi-
ofics and operations are no

lenger necessary.

door neighbors, the
Grubmans, The Grubmans
were Orthodox and had, 10
the best of my memory, four
sons. During World War I,
their son, Meyer, served in
the army. Because of his
beautiful veoice, he was
picked for the chorus of the
Irving Betlin musical, This is
The Army. The show toured
the US. Mr & Mm.
Grubman bepan to read
Variety, the show business
newspaper. It was a delight to
hear Mrs, Grubman, who had
never come into contact with

show business, toss off lines .

fike, “We were socko in Des |

Moines”,
We rented the bottom

floor apartment of a private ;

house at 1441 Sist Steet.
Mirs. Eckert,: oor: landfady,
lived in one room on the sec-
ond floor and renied out
rooms on the second aad

third floors, with kitchen .

privileges. Several roomers
stand out in my mermory.
There was clderly Mr. Frank,

a French Jew. After the .

German invasion of France,
Mr. Frank somehow man-
aged to emigrate to the U.S.
After World War fI, Mr.
Wexler (a discharged soldier)
and his wife rented a room.
Holocaust  survivors fol-

lowed in the next few years. 1

Mr.
(when he

remember
Kahnakowsky

became a citizen, he short- |

ened his name to Kahn), his
wife, his cute three year-old
daughter, Rosina and his
wife’s father. Luck, and prob-

ably money had enabled :

them Io escape from Poland.
Throuehout the war, they had
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lived in Milan, ltaly, surviv-
ing with false papers identi-
tying them as Chsistians.

Another roomer was an
unmarried Polish woman and
her son. Because of the
shame she felt, she did not
allow her son out of the
house except for schoal.
After school and on week-
ends he stayed in their room.
As you can imagine, this
kud of life did not make for
happiness or mental bealth
for the poor son.

Many other faces and
stories pass before me, oot
{east that of my brother,
Edward. Ed had a kitc when
he was a boy. One day, Ed
encircled our house with the
kite string. He said be wanted
to find out how many times
the stiing would go around
the house (several times). Ed
later became a scientist.

My

Cohen, had his home and
office on 46th Street between
15tk and 16th Avenues.
Uncle Doc (as we called
him) lived with my grand-

.|
uncle, Morris

mother; Bessie. When my -

uncle retired in 1958, doctors :

had already stopped making :

house calls. Uncle Doc, how-
ever, kept up the practice
because he felt that doctors
should make house calls. He

- kept his fees at $3 for an
. office visit and $5 for 2 house

call, although by that time
otber doctors had raised their
fees.
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Another uncle,
Sigmund Coben (known as
Jimmy), had a drugstore on
14th Avenue and S3rd Street.
Uncle Jimmy - in addition to
prescription and over-the-
counter medications - had a

soda fountain and tables and
chairs. Since the store was
across the street from PS.
103, the lunchtime business
was brisk. Uncle Jimmy
employed Buddy Hackett
(the future comedian) as a
soda jerk. Buddy was, and is,
a little chubby, and my uncle
was constantly firing him for
sampling the (Breyer’s) ice
cream sodas. The next day
my uncle always hired him
back! (Buddy Hackeit was
also paid to answer Uncle
Doc’s telephone. Answering
services and voice mail did
not exist in those days. When
a doctor was not at home, he
hired someone to answer his
phone.)

As in a movie, memo-
ries pass before my eyes.
Memories remain iwith us
when all else is lost!

Lucille Posner

(Ed: We thank Lucille
Posner, an officer of the Boro
Park Historical Society, for
her interesting article, and for
her many previous artictes.)

e i now

Blizzard

‘We all witnessed the
historical snow blizzard of
‘96 early in January. Some of
our young folks will proba-
bly have many fond memo-
ries of this storm which they
will be able to relate to their
children and grandchildren.

Some of the older folks
may still rernember the even
lareer snow blizzard of *47-

'48 and some of the related
experiences and memories of
that snow stormn. The follow-
ing are a few of my own rec-
ollections of the blizzard of
‘47.

I remember the moun-
tains of snow that were piled
up by the plow trucks and
sanitation workers. In 1947
there were far fewer cars on
the streets and roads.
Therefore, there was more
room to pile up the snow in
high hitls ai the comers and
along the sides of the streets.
Children loved to climb the
snow piles and walk along
the streets on the snow piles.
There were also many sanita-
tion workers on foot working
at the-comers, clearing the
sewers of snow, to allow the

water to drain.

The children seemed to
have a good time, then as
now, playing with the snow-
sled riding, digging caves,
building forts and snowmen,
playing king of the Royal
Mountain, and of course
throwing snowballs. Sled rid-
ing was very common then,
far more than it is today.
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Public and private
schools were closed for a few
days. Students were rarely
bussed in those days, but
generally walked to neigh-
borhicod schools or, when in
distant high schools, used
public transportation.

I was attending
Brooklyn College then
through the benefit of the G.L
Bill of/Rights, This was just
about one year after my dis-
charge from the army at the
end of World War IL
Brooklyn College was also
closed for a few days during
that blizzard.

One personal incident
was deeply ingrained in my
mind for some reason. 1
recall being sent by my
mother during that blizzard,
to try to help my father get
home. We lived at 1864-49th
Sueet then and my father was
working in a stnall store fac-
tory at 1683-59th Street, off
17th Avenue. My mission
was to bring him a raincoat
and galoshes and help him
physically wade through the
snow on the way home as the
buses were no longer run-

ning. Car service was not yet
in existence and taxis were
rarely used by workers and
were probably not running
either.
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‘When reaching the cor-
ner of 18th Avenue and 49th
Street, 1 was surprised 1o see
abus going in my direction. ¥
stopped the bus and tried to
board it. The driver said the
bus was no longer Munning |
officially, he was just taking |
it back to the depot or garage. |
Seeing my disappointment, :
the driver told me to jump on ;
and he would take me along. |
Even more surprising was
the fact that he said I did not |
have to pay. I believe the fare
was 10 cents at the time.

I did reach my father
and helped him close up,

“fhen the two of us tudged
home in the deep snow.

I recently went to look
at 1683-59th Street and saw
the stores in the building
were bricked up and the
building (comer) was now
used as a school.

iIf any of our readers |
remember the blizzard of ‘47 |
or any other deep snowstorm
and have some memories or
photographs to share with
our readers, we would love to
hear from you.

Thank You Con Edison

The Boro Park
Historical Society
(B.P.H.S.) would like to
extend its thanks and
appreciation
Edison for its recent
grant. The grant money

was designated by Con

Edison for use by the
B.PHS. for the expan-
-sion and maintenance of
its photo archives.

The money will be
used primarily to pur-
chase additional old
photos for use in the
annual photo exhibits at
the Boro Park Public
Library and the annual
membership meetings
of the Historical Society.

to Con
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Support the Boro Park
Historical Soclety

You can support the BPH.S.
by submitting your own
memories and family histo-
ries in Boro Park. You can

also help by becoming a
member of the B.PH.S.
[Membership dues are $5 per
'year ($3 if retired), $10 for a
business or organization,
$100 for a lifetime member-
ship. Send to B.PH.S. 4707
13th Ave, Brooklyn, NY
11219, (The office of
3.PHS. is now located
ibove Zoldan’s for Men &

3oys.)
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

MORE ON THE GREAT
BLIZZARD OF ‘47

In the last issue we dis-
cussed briefly some memo-
ries of the great snowstorm
of 1947, which resulted in an
even larger snowfall than the

recent blizzard of '96. We |
asked our readers to share

with us some of their memo-
ries of that memorable his-
torical snowstorm in Boro
Park. The following are a few
responses received to date.

Dear Dr. Kipust,

Recent snowfalls and
winter storms have brought
te mind again some memo-
rable ones of past years,
especially those of our child-
hood in Boro Park. Most
children love snow, and no

one more than myself; what
excitement! Out came the
sled and snowsuit and
galoshes, and what a thrill to
go “belly-wopping” down the
snow-covered streets and
sidewalks of 49th Street.
Even shoveling the
fresh-fallen white stuff was
fun for us as we raced with
next-door neighbors to fin-
ish first. The great reward
after that was warming up in
the kitchen with bowls of

mama's home-made soup
(lentil or split pea, into |

which you would cut small
chunks of those great, fat,
wonderfully spicy frank-
furters we used to buy on
18th Avenue at Fuss's deli-
catessen). And after that, hot
- chocolate - really hot, and

real chocolate.

But the snowstorm of
December 26-27, 1947, was
one that could never be for-
gotten, (I am not sure if it
qualified as a "blizzard”,
which only applies when a
heavy snowfa!l §s accompa-
nied by high winds.) it
snowed and it snowed, heav-
ity and continuously, for two
days straight, and when it
finally stopped, 1 believe we
had, officially, 27 inches of
snow on the ground, though
the drifts must have been as
high as four feet or more in
some places. It was a gor-
geous sight, truly a "winter
wonder{and”, with trees and
bushes - so many of them all
around in those days - thor-
oughly coated and heavy
with the blanketing snow.
Gigantic crystalline icicles
hung from the roof tops,
glinting and sparkling with
prismatic rainbow colors
when the sun broke
through, turning the entire
landscape into a "magic
show"”. It was breathtaking.

At that period, which was
not long after the war, Boro
Parkers, like people every-
where, were not yet so
dependent on automobiles
as we are today, and life went
on afmost normally. 1 cer-
tainly do not recall such hys-

teria over storms - betore,
during and after - as we have
today. Subway trains kept
running, including even
those that ran partly abave
ground on snow-covered
tracks, as did the old Culver
Line {now the IND "F” Line)
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which, like today, we board-
ed at the 18th Avenue sta-
tion. I recall that my aunt,
who worked then at the
State  Attorney-General’s
office in downtawn
Manhattan, went in to work
through all those days. For
the public schools it was a
holiday week, but were it not
for that, very likely they may
have stayed open.

Eventually, the snow
plows came through, and for
the rest of that winter there
were snow banks pifed as
high as six feet or more
along the curbs, lining the
streets like fortresses - per-
fect for kids’ snowball fights
and hide and seek. Those
“fartresses” turned into solid
ice in the days following the
storm, and they remained
white, crystal white, for what
seermned like a long time in a
long, cold winter.

Even as it still stands as
one of the biggest in record-
ed weather history (at least
in this area), the snowstorm
of December 1947 remains

in this writer's memory as
one of the most beautiful.

Happy winter 1995-96!
Teresa Sterne

P.S. Enclosed are a few
photos taken in front of our
home at 1657 49 St after
that storm.

Ed: We thank Teresa
Sterne, an officer of the Boro
Park Historical Society, for
her interesting memories
and photos. Three of the
photos are included else-
where in this column. Ms.
Sterne  now lives in
Manhattan but has not for-
gotten her roots in Boro
P‘:l‘k.
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ADDITIONAL
RESPONSES

The following two
yesponses were refated to me
orally.

' My brother, Raymond
Kipust, who now lives in Los
Angeles, told me that he
remembers the great snow-
fall of December ‘47 when he
was 13 years old, We lived at
1864 49th St then, which
was (and still is) a dead end
street.

. Although many streets
in the neighborhood were
a-lready plowed by the sanita-
tion department workers
after a few days, our dead
end block remained
unplowed. Our block was
low on the priority list
because it was more time
efficient for the trucks to
plow a through street than a
dead end ene. Also the large
plow trucks of those days

would have difficuities try-

ing to turn around and leave.
Therefore the block
remained impassable to traf-
fic.

One or two neighbors
were very low on heating
fuel by this time and were
very concerned about the
welfare of their babies. The
oil and coal trucks could not
drive into the block. A few
concerned neighbors decid-
ed that they would attempt
to shovel a path in the street
{gutter) for the fuel trucks.
They began shoveling the
snow in the middle of the
street, starting from their
home (approx. 1871), a
seemingly endless and insur-
mountable job. A few other
neighbors saw them and

joined in. One of the shovel-
ers asked my brother
Raymond if he had a spare
shovel in the house. My
brother brought one out and
handed it to him, The man
said, "] have a shovel. I
meant it for you."” My broth-
er got the point and began
helping them shovel.

It was a lovely day, prob-
ably a Sunday, when people
were home from work.
Several neighbors passed by
and saw what was happening
and smiling, joined in the
fun. Others, including yours
truly, looked out of their
windows and noticed this
odd sight of men and boys of
all ages shoveling snow in
the middle of the gutter. The
spirit and conscience caught
them and they also joined in
the sport.

Gradually the entire
block was full of men, young

and old, and some women, |

shoveling the street - what a
sight. After a few hours they
completed this seeming
insurmountable job and
cleared the entire street
from 18th Avenue until the
dead end tracks.

This display of unity, sol-
idarity and good neighborli-
ness by the residents of that
street was a beautiful expres-
sion of harmony and a lesson
for young and old alike.

There were very few cars
parked on the streets in
those days, so the shoveled
snow was piled up in hills

along the curb. The snov
lasted for a long time anc
the mountains of snow were
a delight for little children
on the black.

FEBRUMIL US]

Raymond was a student
then at the Yeshivas Taras
Emes, then located at 4407
12th Avenue. The Yeshiva’
was in session and the buses
were not running during the
aftermath of that storm. He
remembers walking to and i
from school each day in that |
heavy sniow without giving it {
a second thought.

Shmuel Goldstein, pro-

prietor of Goldstein Press on
16th Avenue and 46th St
said he remembers that
snow storm. On the corner
of 14th Avenue and 45th St,
diagonally across the street
from First Cong. Anshei
Sefard, was an auto supply
store and service station.
They sold gasoline from
portable tanks on the street,
which they wheeled over to
the car and hand cranked
the tank to pump the gas
into the car. This store is
now Wolf's Grocery at 4423
14th Avenue. The side glass
windows of the store were
bricked. Next to this store, at
4421, which is now Variety
Corner, there was once a
Sanitation Dept. affice in the
store. Shmuel said he
remembers the big “Help
Wanted” sign placed in the
window of that store after!
the snowstorm, by thei|
Sanitation Dept. trying to
hire laborers to help clean
the snow. (Had I known
about this then, 1 would have
sent the neighbors from the
previous article.)
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MAIMONIDES MEDICAL
CENTER HISTORY
Dear Dr. Kipust,
...I am no longer the per-

son writing the history for'
Maimonides Medical Center.
Thank you for all the clip-
pings you sent to me last fall.
These and all correspon-
dence have been forwarded
in indexed files to
Maimonides, c¢/o Ginger
Portnoy in Development.
There is a file specifically for
"History of Boro Park” and it |
contains all information
from Boro Park Historical

Society members, along oo ThR 4 ARG -
with other sources. \ These photos were taken in Dec. 1947 following the great
1 enjoyed reading your snowfall.

- articles, Much of the old his- A. Teresa Sterne, left, and friend Gloria (Bates) Evans, stand-
tory of the hospital has been ing in front of the Sterne home at 1657 49th St. The house
lost because no one took on the right, 1663 49th St. where Gloria lived, was owned by
interest to chronicle events ‘ the Kerr sisters. It was demolished in the early 60's.
as they were happening. In | The house on the left, 1653 49th St, and the large maple

this respect, your endeavors |
are so important. The histo-
ry of a hospital is a very com-
plex story, intertwined with
local history, as well as the
history of science and the
social history of communi-
ties and people....] assure
you that all of your informa-
tion is well indexed and
» ready to be used by the next
I writer. Thank you again.
Sincerely,
Nicolette Ladoulis

tree in the front, were demolished in the early 70's. The
Zappia and Marapodi families lived there.

SR AN A = : EERE IO

B. Looking towards 17th Avenue and 49th St. Teresa and
Gloria in foreground. People cleaning car at left. Auto mad-
els of the 40’s, and high snow fal! seen. The house next to the
apartment building on the left, 1667 49th St. was demolished
in the early 90's and is now an empty tot. The Topus family
owned and lived there. The apartment building on the right
is situated on the corner of 17th Avenue and A9th St.
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CORRECTION

in the last issue dis-
cussing the snowstorm of
‘47, | mentioned that 1 saved
a bus fare of 10 cents. A read-
er called and said she
thought the bus fare was still
a nickel then.

In order to verity the)
exact date of the change in.
bus fare, I called the Transit
Authority. The reader was
indeed correct. The bus and/!
train fares changed from 5 to|
10 cents on July 1, 1948 and
from 10 to 15 cents in July,
1953, T was a little disap-
pointed, though, to learn
that 1 only saved a nickel.

C. Looking towards 16th Avenue and 49th St. Teresa and

‘Sgpporl the Boro Park
Wistorical Society

| You can suppor: thz B P13
'by submitting your own
memories and family histo-
ries in Boro Park. You can
also help by becoming a
member of the B.PH.S.

| Membership dues are 35 per

year ($3 if retired), $10 for a
business or organization,
$100 for a Jifetime member-
ship. Send to B.PH.S. 4707
13th Ave, Brooklyn, NY
11219. (The office of
B.PH.S. is now located

above Zoldan's for Men

Gloria in foreground. The car at right, all covered with snow
and barely discernible, is standing in front of 1653 49th St.
Note the row of newer type brick houses on the left, built

in the late 30's.
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The Harbater family was
an institution in Boro Park
from the early 1920’s until

they moved to Israel in 1952, |

This column of Dec. ‘90 car-
ried an article about this
family. Their last house of
residence at 4901-1% Ave.
{the comer house) was sold
in 1952.

Recently, Mr. B.M,
Selevan, an officer and Chief
Researcher of the Boro Park
Historical Society (BPHS)
came across the following
two old newspaper articles
about the Harbater family.
We thank Mr. Selevan for his
research and past and pre-
sent interesting contribu-
tions to this column,

The following article
appeared in the Home Talk-
Star section of the Brooklyn
Eagle on July 1, 1932:

6 in Family off For
Palestine
Mrs. Joseph Harbater With
Five Children to Sail Next
Week
Six members of the
Joseph Harbater family of
Borough Park leave ahoard
*the Bremen Friday at mid-
night en route to Palestine
to continue theitr Zionist
work in the Holy Land. Mfs.
Harbater will sail with five
children. while Mr. Harbater
and their son, Lester, 17, will
remain here for awhile, Mr.
Harbater will sail just as
soon as he can iron out his
business affairs, while Lester
will leave in the Fall for
Poland to pursue a rabbini-
cal career. The children sail-
ing with Mrs. Harbater are
Jeanette, Moe, Bezalel, 6,
Nechama, 3, and Charlotte, 2.

The Harbaters 2y
known in Zionistic circles
here and abroad for theiy
charitable work in Palestine.
The family, with the excep-
tion of Nechama, who was
born  in Palestine, and
Charlotte, who was born
here after their return from
Palestine three years ago,
first went to Palestine in .
1928. They toured the west-
em part of Europe, Egypt

and Morocco on their way
over, and lived in Jerusalem
and Tel Aviv before taking |
their residence in Romema.
In the latter town Mr.
Harbater started work on an
orange grove, which this
year has begun to bear fruit.
The grove is the largest in
Palestine, and is pointed owr
to sightseers for its remark
able beauty.

Moe and Lester spent
their time there studying at
the Slobodka Yeshiva in
Hebron until the Arab riots
in August, 1929 put an
abrupt end to’their studies
and the activities of the fam-
ily. The boys were in the
thick of the program with
Moe suffering injuries.

After the riots, the
Harbaters returned to this
country, taking resideace at
1519-50 St. and Jater mov-
ing to their present resi-
dence, 4901-17 Ave.

Two years ago Moe sailed
for Europe with a double
purpose in mind - to study
for the rabbinate and to
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gatner mtore deeails or s |

book on the economic conti-
nental conditions since !he
war. He succeeded in being
admitted to the rabbinate,
completing the require-
ments in the record time of
eight months. The rest of the
time abroad he devoted to
work on his book. He expects
to gather further details for
his book on this trip.

Mrs. Harbater is a mem-
ber of the Daughters of
Rachel, Ladies Auxiliary _of
the Yeshiva College, Ladies
Auxiliary of the Mir Yeshiva
and the Ezras Nashim
Palestinian auxiliary society.

Moe is a graduate of the
Hebrew Institute of Borough
Park and attended the Rabbi
Isaac Elchanan Theological

Instityte for a short while.

Jeanette is a graduate of New
Utrecht High School, where
she was a member of the
Senior Artista.

The Harbaters expect to
remain in Palestine for
about two years, after whlc.h
they intend to return to this
country.
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The following article
appeared in the Home Talk-
Star Section of the Brooklyn
Ezgle on July 27, 1932:

HARBATERS TAKE
VIENNA HOME
Borough Park Family to
Live Permanently in
Austria
~ Word has come from
Vienna that Mrs. Joseph
Harbater, formerly of 4901--

17 Ave, and her children,
Moe, Jeanette, Bezalel,
Nechama and Charlotte,
have taken up a temporary
residence there.

While in Vienna, expert
orthopedic treatment will be
siven Nechama, who is a vic-
tim of last year’s infantile
paralysis epidemic. At the
same time, Moe, who com-

pleted his rabbinical course

in the record time of eight .

months at the yeshiva in Mir,
Poland, will continue work
on his book. He is writing a
survey of European econom-
ic conditions since the war.

This is his third trip
abroad for that purpose. In
1929, he toured the western
part of Europe and last year
he spent time along the east-
ern border. This time he is
analyzing the conditions in
central Europe. He expects
to have his book completed
for publication by the fall of
next year.

After their stay in
Vienna, the Harbaters will
continue on through the
Slavic countries and then
through ltaly, where they
will board a steamer at
Trieste bound for Palestine.
In Palestine Mrs. Harbater
will supervise her husband’s
orange grove at Rechovoth.

Joseph Harbater and his
son, Lester, are meanwhile
living at 1253-55 St. Mr.
Harbater expects to leave for
Pajestine in the fall and

Lester intends to study for
the rabbinate at Mir, Poland.
The following article,
also submitted by Mr. BM.
Selevan, appeared in the
Brooklyn Eagle in 1898. The
Borough Park Club House
eventually became the
Yeshiva Etz Chaim or
Hebrew [nstitute of Boro
Park, which no longer exists.
NEWS FROM THE
SUBURBS
The New Borough Park
Club House Opened with
an Entertainment and
Dance
The new Borough Park

- Club House, on Thirteenth

Avenue near Fiftieth Street,
was formally opened last
night. A large number of
invitations had been issued
~and the big building was well
filled. After a reception in
the early part of the evening,
an entertainment and dance |
was given. The club house is

one of the finest in the sub-

urbs. It has a frontage of
over 100 feet on Thirteenth

Avenue, and is surrounded

by an extensive lawn. It is a

wooden building, about two

stories in height, and is fin-

ished in hard wood. The

dancing floor occupies the

entire second floor. The lead-

ing spirit in the club is for-
mer Sepator William H. ‘
Reynolds, who is the owner |
of Borough Park and
Bensonthurst. Nearly every
citizen in that section has
signified his willingness to
become a member of the
new ciub and it is expected
that in a short time it will be
one of the ieading organiza-
tions in the Barough. The
trustees for the first year are:
Frank E. Slocum, John T.
Pierson, George W. Beavers

of Blythebourne and Samuel

Hoshell. A meeting of the

mermbers for the purpose of

electing officers will be held
A 'N
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Historical Soci
You can support the B 2415
by submitting your “own
memories and family histo-
ries in Boro Park. You can
also help by becoming a
member of the B.PH.S.
Membership dues are $5 per
year ($3 if retired), $10 for a
business o organization,
$100 for a lifedme member-
ship. Send to B.PH.S. 4707
13th Ave, Brooklyn, NY
11219. . (The office of
B.PH.S. is now located
above Zoldan’s for Men &
Boys.}
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HISTOR!IC/L HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

The following article
was written and submit-
ted by Mr. B.M. Selevan,
an officer and Resecarch
Chairman of the Boro
Park Historical Society
(BPHS). We thank him for
Lﬂs interesting contribu-

on.

Much Baliyhooed
\ iopedia of New
| York City Falls Short
| It's finally arrived! After

B eogaa o N Yok
cyclo ew Yo
. City was released

‘to the public a few |

.months ago with great

fanfaye. The masstve

book of 1400+ pages car-
rles a $60 list price and, I
believe, can be found in
every branch of the
Brookiyn Public Library.
The work iIs impressive;
a0 rioubt. However, what
! suw in the entries on

Borough Park
Biythe was disap-
poinﬂn%. These two, rela-
tively short entries can-
tain’ more than a few
errors, ranging from con-
elings and just' plain

S b
incorrect information !as

follows: I
Major : mistakes: 1)
Blythebourne was devel-
oped Electus B.
, not Edwin C.
Litchfield, his brother! g}‘
Purim (8 not the most
t event of the

and

large boiindaries given. 51

=There is no ~Belts”
Hassidic sect; it s
Belz{er). 6) No mention is
made of William H.
Reynolds, President of
the Borough  Park
Company and the namer
of the section.

Other errors & ques-
tHonable assertons: 1) It
is stated that initially the
residents were mostly
Irish immigrants. What is
the source for that? 2)
There was a Jewish influx
before the 1920's, and not
necessarily from
Willlamsburg. 3)
Blythebourne is the cor-
rect s%zlllng. and not
“Blytheborne™.

ere are a number of
places in which the
entries on Borough Park
and Blythebourne con-
tradict © each  other.
Though written by differ-
ent authors, is it too
much to éxpect some
coordination, proofread-
ing etc.? There are other.
things that can be ques-
tioned and challenged.

1 am somewhat

zled though, that those
who wrote entries did not

Historical Soclety or any-
one else with accurate,
up to date infarmation on
the area. The BPHS has
been publishing on the
local hlstoryty for
approaching twenty years
and is known in the local
community and among
local historians as a great
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resource on the topic.

I wonder if stmilar poor
treatment was accorded
other  neighborhoods’
entries as well. If people

-

frormn outside a communi- !

ty write about t, is it
unreasconable to expect
that they consult with
Jocal experts who have
researched the topic for
years?

I hope these and other
errors will be carrected in
future editions of the
Encyclopedia.

~ B.M. Selevan ~

The following two let-
ters were subrnitted by
Mr. Dario Marotta, an
officer of the BPHS, and
Chairman of Archives. We
thank him for his inter-
esting contributions,

InDear Dr. léiigtést :

re-rea our
Remember Boro lya.rk" of
May and June of 1990,
you wonder about the
“Yavne Rabbinical
Seminary” on Dabhill
Road. You place it cor-
rectly in the early 1940's,
but you seem to have no
information, other than a
sign on the Ditmas
Avenue subway station.

Your friend, Milton
Nordlicht,
graduate of that institu-
tion, supplied little infor-
mation, other than the
fact that the school had
moved to Manhattan,
then to 165th Avenue and
finally back to Dahill
Road, its original loca-
tion.
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As you requested of
your readers, here is
som.e additional informa-
tior::

The synagogue: First
Cong}'egatlon eu of
Kensington, Tifereth
Israel, bought the land in
1809 and completed the
Synagogue building at
151;3(:‘ !%a.hul Road and

It as a s
clubhouse. chool*agd

In 1926, the buildings
were sold to Congregation
Yeshivath Yavne. The
may have had a s
yeshiva there.

By 1943, the Yavne
Jewish Theological
Seminary was function-
ing at 510 Dahill Road. It
appears that they moved
several timesg in the late
1940's. First to
Manhattan, then to 15th
Avenue and 54th Street
Dahtl Rou

Road, its oni
llocatian. ginal

If remained there,
under the name of "Yavne
Hebrew Theological

for 30 years,
until 1984, At this time
the ogue was sold
to eshiva  Zichron
Mailech (formerly Yeshiva
of %tcrn Parkway).
at mSenﬁnarym 718
7th Street, where it
remained untll 1986. I
have no other informa-
tion, other than that the

W is no longer

back to 510

[ am surprised that
there is no organization, ;
in Boro Park or else-
where, that would kecp a |
current account of the |
many synagogues and
yeshivas in the area. It
certainly would be an
interesting project for the
Community Board or
C.0.J.0. or the Historical
Society. !

Very Truly Yours,
Dario 8. Marotta

Dear Dr. Kipust:

In the February issue
of “I Remember Boro
Park”, you made a correc-
tion regarding the corvect
bus fare that was in effect
during the snowstorm of
1847.

You mention that “The
bus and train fares were
changed from 5 to 10
cents on July 1, 1948"
This is only partially cor-
rect.

As a matter of fact,
although the train fares
were raised to 10 cen
on July 1, 1948, bus and
trolley fares were only
raised to 7 cents on that
date. The reason was that:
a 100% raise from 5 to 10
cents was exorbitant for
local transit, used mostly
for short distances.

The fare on trolleys
and busses was raised to
10 cents on July 1, 1950.
it has remained on par

* APRIL 29,

with rapid transit fares
since that time.
Very Truly Yours,
Darfo S. Marotta

1996

Correction: The article
about the Harbater fami-
ly in the last issue had an
incorrect address. The
last address of the

Harbater family during
the 40's and early 50's
was at 4901 15th ,
Avenue, not 17th Avenue. |

Support the Boro Park

Historical Soci

You can support the B PAI.S
by submitting your own

memories and family histo-

ries in Boro Park. You can

also help by becoming a |
member of the B.PH.S.

Membership dues are $5 per

year ($3 if retired), $10 for a

business or organization,

$100 for a lifetime member-

ship. Send to N:PH S.. 4707

13th Ave, Yrookiym,.NM¥Y
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Encyclopedia of New
York City
Dear Dr. Kipust:

est B.M. Selevan’s arti-
cle on the many factual
errors about Boro Park
in the recently pub-
lished Encyclopedia of
New York City. The
statement in the book!
that the first residents

I read with great inter- N

of Blythebourne and ,

Boro Park were mainlyl
irdlsh immigrants can-
easily be refuted.

To begin, most of the
Irish are Catholics. With
the exception of St.
Frances De Chantal
Roman Catholic Church

at 57th Street and 13th*’

Avenue, all of the many
churches in
Blythebourne / Boro
Park were Protestant. In
addition,
Blythebourne/Boro
Park was a comfortably
mliddle-class neighbor- -
hood. The original resi-
dents were people who
had accumulated
enough money to afford
to buy a house in what
was then the country,
They were not recently
arrived immigrantst
Blythebourne was- I
founded in 1886 by
Electus B. Litchfield, a
descendant of an early,
New England settler.

_Ruth Hadley,Beal, born

— A BEES

in 1893 in
Biythebburne, write in
her beok, The

Blythebourne, of some
families she remembers.
There
Snowden and the Allin
families. Rev. Bayard
Snowden was the rector
of St. Jude's Episcopal
Church in
Blythebourne, and
George Allln was the
son-in-law of Electus B.
Litchfleld. She recalls
Fred Stevens, the drug-
gist. Mrs. Beal does
mention some Irish peo-
ple in her book, such as
Mrs. Burke, a washer-
woman, and Marle
Fahey, her family's Irish
maid. These Irish
women probably wor-
shiped at St. Frances
DeChantal Roman
Catholic Church.
{Incidentaily, Mrs.
Beal's family, the
Hadleys, moved to
Blythebourne from New
Hampshire.)

Writing for the
Brooklyn Eagle in 1940,
Genevieve Beavers

Earle lists the names of '

many Blythebourne
families. She mentions
the Atwaters, the
Acklands, the Bennetts,

were the |
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the Babbitts, the
Blakemans, the
Fletchers, the Gaskells,
the Hortons, the Orrs,
the Perkins and the
Stewarts. And, her own
family, the Beavers. Not
an irish name among
themtl

To summmarize, if the
original residents were
mostly Irish, why were
there so many
Protestant churches
and only one Catholic
church?

As Dorothy Parker
once wrote in a bock
review, "He wrote with-
ogut fear and without
researchl!”

Lucille Posner
Ed. We thartk Lucille
Posner, an officer of the
Boro Park Historical
Society (B.PH.S.} for her
interesting contribution.

The following article
appeared in the
Brooklyn Daily Eagle of
Friday, November 1,
1929,

Barough Park
Jubilee Canceled
The reopening of the

Borough Park Silver
Jubilee Celebration,
commemorating the
25th anniversary of the

establishment ot
Borough Park as a resi- |
dential and business
community, scheduled
to take place last night,
has been indefinitely
postponed.

At the headquarters of
the committee, 4401
13th Avenue, Max L.
Brooks, director, stated
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last night that owing to
a lack of cooperation
and the failure of the
merchants and property
owners to support the
enterprise by their
refusal to pay their pro-
portionate share of the
expenses, the project
had been postponed for
an indefinite period. He
also stated that Boro
President Byrne, who
was to have been the
guest of honor, had
been notified of the can-
cellation of the celebra-
tion.

The  jubilee  was
opened and a program

of events broadcasted :

on October 22.
Brooks stated that
although plans for the
celebration had been
completed, on account
of the lack of financial
backing, they had nec-
essarily been aban-
doned.

Ed We thank Mr BM.
Selevan, an officer in the
B.PHS. for submitting
the above (nteresting
article,

Please note that the
Suver Jubilee
Celebrations mentioned
above gives an inaccu-
rate time frame for the
beginring of Boro Park.
The ar.cle does. howev-
er, pe .M out that they
were celebrating the
annlversary of the
establishment of Boro
Park as a residentlal
and business communi-
ty rather than the start
of Boro Park, whatever
that means.

The B.P.H.S. tries to
be alert ‘o annjversary
clalms of institutions
and organizations in
Boro Park, even to
newspaper articles, and
urges all organizations
to Le accurate in their
reperts and ace rlalmeae

Mr

Do You Know the
History of Your
House?
in investigating and
recording the history of
this community, anoth-
er area to be explored la
the histery of each
building. Each buliding
in the community.
whether it {s an insttu-
tion, a public building.
an apartment house ar
a private house, has lis
own unlgue and usually

interesting history.

The history of a bulld-
ing may include the
names of the different
owners. the names of
the tenants, the year it
was bullt and the years
it changed ownership. It
may alse (nclude struc-
tural changes made to
the bullding. pho-
tographs of the bullding
showing some of these
changes and changes in
nearby structures such
as trees, lampposts
(street lights) and street
signs. These bulldings
used for buslness. orga-
nlzatlons or schools. or
those assoclated with
specla! events or per-
sonalities have addi-
tonal items 1o include
in their histories. Thus
there are many thou-
sands of stories deallng
with the histortes of the
Individual buildings in
Boro Park.

The history OI eduva
building adds another
plece to the puzzle,
another dimension to
the ongolng saga of this
community. We invite
our readers to Investi-
gate and submit the
historles of thelr own
buildings. In order to
begin this project, I did
a little research of the
fhistory of my present
house which follows:

A Brief History of

Qur House

At an organizational
Dinner recently. @
woman approached me
and said that her
grandparents were the
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ariginal owmers of my
{our] house at 1558-45
St. The woman was
Shirley (Spitz) Stein,
She still Uves in Boro
park (on 54 St.) and
sald that her grandpar-
ents were Rivka and
Abraham Lieberman.
with the information
she gave me, and with
the additional informa-
tlon 1 obtalned by
searching through my
house documents and
speaking to others. |
was. able to plece
together this brief histo-

ry.

our house. 1558-45
St.. was built as a two-
famuy frame and stucce
house n 1922
{approx.]. The flrst
owner was Abraham
Ueberman (RI.P). His
second marriage was to
Rivka (R.I.P.). Shirtey
Stein's grandmother.
They lived together In
that house, top foor,
untll Abraham died in
1944 or 1945, Rivka did
not want ta live there
atone, so she sold the
house in 1945 to lsracl
and Amalie {Mollie)
Kofman, and moaved to
her chlldren in
willlamsburg. Brooklyn.

Shirley sald she
remembers visiting her
grandparents in Boro
Park. from
Wwillamsburg, as a
young girl. It was like
going to the country.
bota Park had many

open spaces, small
farms and clean, fresh
air.

1sracl and Amalle

(Mallie} Kofiman lved in
this house until 1952,
when they sold it to

Bengamn and Fannie
Tarlow.

Harriet Flusberg,
daughter of the
Kofmans, related the

following bits of famtly
history while living in
this house.

When the Kofmans
purchased the housc
they moved inta the
downstalrs apartment.

Yipctalre the tanantae
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were Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Rosengarten, who
became president of
Yeshiva Toras Emes,
When the Rosengartens
moved out in 1946, the
Kofmans moved
upstaira and held the
downstairs apartment
vacant for the parents of
Israel Kofman, Leib and
Chana, who were arriv-
Ing from Europe after
the War.

The Kofmans lived in
this house for seven
years with their three
children. Harriet. Joan
land Chalm Yosef
f{Charles). In this home,
[Harriet recalled  the
farmily enjoyed a num-
ber of family celebra-
Uons tncluding the Bar
Mitzvah of Chaim Yosef,
the engagement and
marriage of Harriet to
Rabbi Avrohom
Flusberg in 1949, and
the engagement and
marriage of Joan to
Rabbi Shalom Hecht tn
1951.

In 1950, Adolph and
Esther Bernstein moved
in as tenants down-
stairs. They remained
as tenants untl 1980
under three different
owners. They then
moved to 1528-49 St
Thelr three children
Charlotte, Judy and
Larry were married
y while In this house and

+{ then moved out of Boro
Park

After  selling  this
house, the Mofmans
purchased the same
kind of house, built by
the same bullder, at
1566 45 St.. only three
houses down the block.
In these houses. there
arc two seven room
apartments with three
bedraoms In the rear. In
thelr new house, the
Kolmans occupied the
downstairs apartment.
After a few years, lsrael
and Mollle moved to
Flatbush, and their

chiidren Harriet ana
Avrohom Flusberg

occupied the apart-

ment. The Flusbergs,
the Hechts and the
senior Kofmans
presently reside In

Flatbush. The son
Chatm Yosef and family
still reside in Boro Park.
The Hechts are the pro-
prietors  of Hecht's

Hebrew Book Store on
Coney Island Avenue,

Benjarnin and Fannle
Tarlow moved into the
upstairs apartment
when they purchased
the house in 1952. They
renovated the inside of
the house, built a in-
Ished basement,
cemented the front gar-
den to create a sitUng
area and put up an tron
gate In front of the
house. After selling the
house, the Tarlows
moved to Long Island.

We, Philip and Ruth
Kipust, purchased the
house on May 6, 1960,
and moved in shortly
afterwards to  the
upstairs apartment. The
real estate brokers were
Silberstang and
Stiberstang of 4429-18
Ave and Sydelle Braver
was the salesperson. A
mortgage was taken
with the Greenpolnt
Savings Bank.

When the Bernsteins
moved in 1980 we rent-
ed the downstalrs
apartment (o our son-
in-law and daughter,
Rabbl Yitzchok ({Isaac)
and Rena Yarmush and
thetr family.

Our two daughters
Rena and Chaya Yetta
were married from this
house. Chaya Yetla was
martied to Shraga
Greenbaum and moved
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to Monsey, NY. Our
granddaughter, Toby
Yarmush, was also mar-
ried from this apart-
ment to Sadya Grama.

We made major reno-
vations to the house in
1981 which included a
new stone face front,
new stoop, new win-
dows, vinyl-coated alu-
minum siding on top of
the stucco, cemented
backyard, entarged
front gates. Internal
renovations to the
apartments and fln-
ished basement. The
heallng system was also
converted from oll to
gas.

Storles could
undoubtedly be wrilten
about each of the fami-
lles mentioned In the
above article. Other sto-
ries could be written
about the pelghbors’
houses and familles as
well. There are tens of
thousands of storles
that can be told and we
invite our readers to
submit some of thelr
own stories about thelr
own buildings and fam-
Mlies.

Historical Society

You can support the B P &
by submitting your ‘own

memories and family histo-

ries in Boro Park. You can

also help by becoming a
member of the B.PH.S.

Membership dues are $5 per
year {$3 if retired), 510 for a
business ¢: organization,
$100 for a lifetime member-
ship. Send to B.PH S. 4207
I3th Ave, Hrocklye, vv
11219. (The office of
B.PHS. is now located
above Zoldan's for Men &
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First Shomer
Shabbos Dept. Store

Take a walk down 13th Avenuc and ;

© you will rcalize that the sireels are
saturated with department stores, 5 and
10 cent shops and the now famaus 99 -
cent stores.  One of the carliest
department stores in Boro Park hed
much less competition. A1 Lhe time
Blatt's Departmenl Store opened, there
were only hwo $ and 10 cent stores -
Woolworths and Kreges. Woaolworths is
still located al the same spot on |Jth
Avenue and Kreges was on the oppesile
comer , across 44ih Sireel, where RX |
Unlimited is now localed.

Blan's Departmeni Slore opened an
13th Avenue , opposilc the Eitz Chaim
Yeshiva (now Salomon Plaza). The
Blans first maved ta Bero Park in 1931
and opened a tiny varicly slore at 5005
13th Avenue. Their son attended the
Fitz Chaim Yeshiva and eventually
helped in 1he stare.

The first slore was a type of § and
10 cent store with a large variety of
items ta choose from. The Blan's had a
hard 1ime oblaining credit  from
wholesalers because they were new in
the business, bul as 1ime weni by, they
grew more successful.

y ae" - Because Woolworths and Kreges
were 5 and 10 cent stares with almost 2l!
itemms under a dime, the Blatts decided ta
call their store “Blatts 4 and § cent
Siore”™ and even advenised “why pay S
cents and 10 cents | we sell far 4 cents
and R cents”. Mr. Blant disiribuled the
circulars himaelf from door 1e door and
sold out his metchandise in one weelk

The small store was succéssful and
soan lumed into a depanment store. Mr.
Blatt had other problems since he was
closed on Shabbos and open on Sunday.
The “Alue Laws" in New York made it
illegal far a store 10 be open on Sunday.
The Blatis received many summonses
and had to po 10 court in pay the fines.

The Blatts perservered and were
one of the foundets of the Shomer
Shabbos Organization which helped

{

The Unusual Block

Did you“cver wonder why the
buikdings along 13th Avenue between
53rd Street and S4th Street ar¢ recessed
and on a higher than street level? .|
Neither have I, but we're going to tell
you anyway.

Thz builder of those houses, in order
to avoid staggering the houses to match
street level, constructed a series of steps
going up ta the hauses. These steps start

at one on the comer af 53rd street and
increase in number leading lo 54tk
Street. The last steps on the last building |
al 54th Street originaily went all the way
around the cormer, but thai was removed !
1o street level,

IFthe buildings had been built on the
building line, the steps would have gone
into the sidewalk making it difficult for
pedestrians to walk by.

- Success Through
Sadness
successful |

Some of the most
businesses jn Boro Park began in the |
strangesl ways. ,

Newman Dube was a peddler at the
turn of the century in Boro Park, meving
ta the community in 1908.

Sadly, in 1919, his |15 year ald
daughier contracted influznza and died.
Mr. Dude suddenly realized that there
was a netd for <ommunity-based
medical care in Boro Park, so he invited
locat lcaders 1o his home a1 1225 48th
Street and laid out plans to establish the
Israel Hospital. Mr. Dube served as its
president for 6 years. He was also one of
the founders of the Boro Park YMHA in
1914 and of Machzlkei Talmud Torah in |
1916.

Israel Hospital soan merged with
Zion Hospital of Bensonhurst ta become
the tsrael Zion Haospiml. In 1943, it
merged with Beth Moses Hospital and |
by the Maimonides Medical Center. |

Since Mr. Dube worked closely with !
those in the medical field, he realized a

other businesses with similar probi

b af their Shabbos observants.
Mr. Blant also helped to organize the .
Bikur Cholim of Boro Park and was one -
of its first presidents.

ily for adeq dical
equipment and surgical supplies. Theee .
were no on-hand businesses which
supplied this equipment, sa Mr. Dube
F lly d fi s and
became s distributor of their products.
He was successhul servicing many
hospitals, physicians and patients.

In 193Q, right after the stock market
crash, Newman Dube rented 2 store at
4804 13th Avenue and opened Park
Surgical. He soca moved o 4902 12th
Avenue and in 1934 maved again to its
present and larger location.

Newman and his son, Jaseph,
continued to supply the growing medical
pr tablishment afid'd
vecy successiul, now including muftiple
departments and 4 mai! order
subdivision.

Newman Dube was active in the
business until his death in 1966, reaching
his 1015t birthday.

P~ 1

¢

Think Back...

> Anyaae rcamicmber Websters
Pond? It was the skating rink of many .
youngsters during the winter before it
became the location for Mai id
Medical Center.

> One of the largest farms in Bora

Park was Kochler farm on Kawenhaven
tane (now 56th Street).

> The Boro Park Club House {ance

iz Yeshiva Eitz Chaim, now Solomon

Plaza) had & baseball field in the back

which  was  always filled . with
~ neighbarhood childeen.
> Congregation Bnei Yehudah was

started In the basement of Mr. Saloman
Hollander an Sist Street between |6¢h
and 17th Avenue in the carly 1920's,
The Cangregation was named sfter his
wife, Yehudis and was soon moved ta its
present  location aa  16th  Avenue
between 53rd and Sdth Street.

> When the West End-$ Avenue line
was clectrified with trolley wites in
1893, molley mail seevice (R.P.O.) was
available 1o residents.

> In the late 1920's, ane could buy
fruits and vegetabies from horse drawn
peddlers who would ride up and down
the sreets of Bora Park. The price for a
100 paund bag of potatoes: $1.

> Q. What was the priae name of
McDanald Avenue?

A. Gravesand Avenue. {So what!)
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THE EARLY DAYS

OF BORO PARK,

{cont'd.)

The Power Of A
Tzaddik

Ari amazing story is told of the
parents of Rabbi Emanuel Kramer, 2
formes Boro Parker and curvently retired
Rov of the York, Pa. community.

His parents, Abraham and Yenta
Knmer, were affluent and moved to
Boro Park in 1925 from the Lower East
Side, Abraham Kmumer owned a
successful  knitware manufactuting
campany sf that time,

In about the year 1928, Abraham

Kramer became gravely ill with Spinal
Meningitis and was hospitilized at
Israel Zion Hoapital. His doctor, Dr.

{alist in

Stegr ap P
Manhattan, natified the fumily thal his
iliness was very grave and there was
not much hope for him. He had atready
Sost his eyesight.

His wife, Yetta, went tg the
Noveminsker Rebbe, Rav Yehudah Leib
Perlow of Williamsburg, a great uncle of
the present Noveminsker Rebbe, Rav
Yaakov Perlow of Boro Park. The
Rebbe listzned to her distraught pleas
end eries and then advised her lo go
home and lo dring her husband to visit
him when he wat well agoin

Mr. KXramer remuined hospitilaized
for about 6 weeks before and during
Pesach. His wife stayed at his side
leaving the children to clean for Petach.
During that period, they were notified
by the police that thelr, factory had
bumed 1o the ground and that nothing
was saved.

During Chol Hamoed Pesach, Dr.
Seigmeister suffered a heart attack and
died.

Mr. Kramer's fever suddenly broke,
he started to make an unexpecled
recovery and his sight in one eye started
fo retum. About a week after Pesach,
Abraham Kramer was discharged from
the hospital.

Yetta, fulfilled the Rebbe’s request
and braught her husband to visit the
Rebbe. ARfer about 3 hours of leaming
together, the Rebbe told him: “A
doctor’s obligation is to heal, not to
make decisions about life and death.”

The rebbe and Mr. Kramer became
very good friends afler thls and visited
cach other regularly.

"N

We wish to thank Dr. Philllp Kipust,
Oscar Isaelowiz and The Boro Park
Community News for their contributions
2o this article

Below is a 1906 view of
60th Street looking east
from 13th Avenue towards
New Utrecht Avenue.
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First Congregation

Anshei Sefard

First Congregation
Anshei Sefard, usuaily
referred to as “The
Sefardishe Shul”, is one of
the oldest and most popu-
lar synagogues in Boro
Park. The comerstone _for
the building, located at the

commer of 14th Avenue and _

45th Street, was laid in
June, 1915, over 81 years
;go. The basic construc-
on was completed by
September of that year and

the congregation held its \

first High Holiday services
there then, even though
the interior was not yet
completed.

The congregation cele- -
brated its 80th anniversary ..

at a dinner heid on
November 5, 1995, at the
Menorah Hall, on 14th

Avenue, torner of 50th .

Street. At that dinner, the
congregation had an offi-
cial installation ceremony
for the current rabbi of the

?

synagogue, Rabbi Yechiel '

Kaufman, son-in-law of

the previons spiritual
leader, Rabbi. David
Singer.

The synagogue has a
main, large sanchuary used
on Saturdays and holidays
and a smaller sanctuary,

. beth midrash,” used on a
daily basis and also on
Saturdays and holidays.

The beth midrash has a long

history in the community

~of providing continuous |

minyunim (prayer services)
each morning from sunrise
to noon and each evening
from before sunset o

nightfall. Historically, peo- .

ple who may have missed
services in their shul for
one reason or another,
would know that they
could always “catch” a
minyan at the Sefardishe
Shul, In the beth midrash
one could also find study
groups led by the Rabbi or
other scholars on a daily
basis.

In the early decades of -

this synagogue’s history,
the congregation did not
have an official Rabbi in
the main sanctuary. Rabbi

Meir Pinsky served as the
Rav of the chevra Mishnayos
in the beth midrash. The
first official Rabbi in the
main sanctuary was Rabbi
william Drazin, and he
was first appointed after
World War II. The other
rabbis who graced the pul-
pit in that synagogue were
Rabbi Zvi Tabori, Rabbi

Isaac Swift (formerly Chief |

Sydney,
and Rabbi

Rabbi of
Australia)
David Singer-
A number of famous
cantors have officiated at
the Sefardishe Shul. They
were Shloime Kreistein,

. Yossele Rosenblatt, Yossele _

Mandelbaum, Mend: |
Klein, Zev Kron and
Cantor Aviezer Peer.
Currently, Cantor Mendel
Klein has retumed and
occupies that position.
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The current president
of the congregation,
Isidore Greenberger, has
been very active in the
congregation for many
years. More than that, he
has been very active in the
Boro Park community for
about five  decades,
involved in the develoo-
ment of Maimonid s
Hospital, Bikur Cholim ar d
other institutions. V'e
hope to have a separa‘e
article about his memoi s
of Boro Park history in ti.e
near future.

Other past presider ts
who served the congrega-
tion are: Harry Nadler,
Isaac Ginsberg, Yitzchok
Hirschbein, Harry Zahler,

Abraham Barr, Harry
Schechtman, Morris
Grossman, Samuel

Furman, Hyman Elheller,

Morris Schertz, Morris
Chasen, Abraham
Michaelson, Abraham

Roth, Isidore Greenberger,
Samuel Klaus and present-
ly, Isidore Greenbecger
again.
The synagogue h-s
had three long servi:g
Ritual Directors
{Shamosin): Rab>i Moshe
Gershon Finkelstein,
Rabbi Joseph Fischman
and currently Rabbi
Mendel Brody. Rabbi
Joseph Fischman served in
that capacity for 45 years
and was also very active in
bikur ,cholim, Ohel and

other Boro Park institu- !

tions.!

Other officers who
presently serve with Mr.
Greenberger are Joseph
Plawes and William
Zanderer, vice presidents’’
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David Fried, Treasurer;

Ernest Wolf, Financial
Secretary and  Rabbi
Joseph Rischman,

Recording Secre rary.
Readers are invited to
submit their ovm memo-

_ries associated with this

synagogue. -
Holocaust Survivors

in Boro Park

We recently witnessed
numerous 50th anniver-
sary commemorations of
the ending of World War II
and the Holocaust.

Boro Park was the
home for many Holocaust
escapees and survivors.
Some staried new lives
here and remained, some
eventually moved on to
other locations and some

merely passed I wrough.

Each one has a story to
tell and each stc ry dramat-
ically illustrates how false
are the claims of those
who deny the Holocaust.
Each one also contributed
in some way to the devel-
opment and history of
Boro Park. We would like
to include the stories of
some of these survivors as
they pertain to the history
of Boro Park.

The following are two
interviews of friends. We
hope to include others in
future issues. We invite
other Holocaus t survivors
who lived in Boro Park to
submit their ov n stories of
survival and tieir history
in Boro Park.

SUS E
YAROSL \WITZ
FISCH _ER
TEL A'/IV
RESTAURANT
* Susie “faroslawitz
Fischler was one of the for-
tunate survivors of the
Holocaust. She described |
her escape from Cermany |

One night, her father
Markus looked up at the
skies and felt impending
danger. He had some
influence in the hospital
"ind finally, after much dif-
ficulty, convinced his land-
lord and anof! er friend to
come with hun to save
their lives. In the hospital
they were a'le to gain
admission ts a room
which read “} ghly conta-
gious diserses”, and
remained the ¢ all night.
The next day he Gestapo
came to round up the men
and boys, even from the
hospital, but would not
take anyone from the con-
tagious room because of
the obvious danger to
themselves. This was right
after “Crystal Nacht” in
November, 1938, Susan’s
name was Sabena then
and legally changed in the
U.S.A. when she reached
18 years of age.

Sabena, her brother,
Bernard and mother
Bether were lvckily able to
escape from Berlin in
January, 193¢, They pre-
tended they v ere going on
a visitor outir g. They took
their school books and
passports ard left their
homes comy etely intact,
taking nothin 3 with themn.
They took local trans-
portation an¢! crossed the
border to Belzium, (There
were people in Belgium
who were helping people
escape by advising them
.and taking care of them in
Belgium,) They called
their father when they
arrived safely and he man-
aged to meet them a few
days later. Sabena was 10
years old then
Bemmard was 12. He
became Bar Mitzvah in
Belgium.

and -
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They remained in
Belgium for about ten
weeks and then went on to
Marseilles, France. They
were able to obtain pas-
sage on the Normandie
ship, on its last civilian
voyage to the US. After
that, it became a troop
ship. The war broke out
later that year. !

Her father’s brother!
Shmelke Yaroslawitz, who
lived in Williamsburg at
the time, arranged for a
visa for them to enter the
U.S. He owned Zion Talis
Co.

Their first residence in
the U.S. was in
Williamsburg, where her
uncle rented a room for
them. They remained in
Williamsburg for one year
and then moved to Boro
Park in 1940,

Her parents had a
small restaurant in Berlin
and had experience in the
business. In Boro Park
they opened the Tel Aviv
Delicatessen Restaurant at
4909 13th Avenue in 1940. |
Thete was a need at that
time for a restaurant that
was strictly kosher and
Sabbath observant. There
was a kosher delicatessen !
across the street named
Skilowitz, but not a restau-
rant. Her mother was the
chef and they prepared all
the meals and side orders
themselves, including the
noodles. Only the deli-
catessen was not home
made, it was 999 brand.
Their first residence in
Boro Park was at 1301 47th
Street and they lived there,
about six or seven years. !
They then moved to 1319 i
47th Street and the land- |
lord there was Irving
Saidlower, who still lives
in that home.
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The schools that Susie
attended in Bore Park
were PS. 103, then
Montauk J.H.S. and then
New Utrecht H.S. At that
time, her parents could not
-afford to send her to
Shulamith, and Bais
Yaakov was not yet oper-

ating in Boro Yark. d>he
was therefore sent to a
Hebrew school in the
afternoon, as was true for
the vast majority of girls in
Boro Park at that time. She
attended Shomrei Emunah
Talmud Torah located at
1363 50th Street. The
building was owned by
Congregation  Shomurei
Emunah of 14th Avenue
and 52nd Street. The
building also housed the
Young Israel of Boro Park
at that time.

After a few years, she
attended the Bais Yaakov,
which started as an after-
noon Hebrew school. It
was then located on 13th
Avenue between 46th and
47th Streets above the
store called Baim and
Blank, which sold radios
and television sets.

Bernard attended
Yeshiva Toras Emes H.S. in
Boro Park. In those days,
the students from this
yeshiva had to complete
their senior year and
obtain their diploma from
New Utrecht Evening H.S.
After graduation he was
drafted into the army in
1944, After the war
Bernard worked in the Tel
Aviv store full time.

Susie said she helped
in the store during her free
time. She temembers the
mustard tubes they made
themselves. During the
war years, meat was
rationed and people had

to give coupons in order to
purchase meat, even in
their store. It was a real
family business.

Her father passed
away in 1958 and the busi-
ness was run by her broth-
er and mother for over a
year. The business was
then sold, in 1959, to Mr.
Rubashkin and is operat-
ing to this day as Crown
Kosher Caterers.

Susie was married in
1951 to George (Getzel)
Fischler. They remained
living at 1319 47th Street
with her parents. After her
father passed away, they
moved out and purchased
a family house at 1354 49th
Street in 1959. They pur-
chased the house from Dr.
Mandelberg, who was a
surgeon at Maimonides
Hospital.

The Fischlers lived in
that house until 1973, sold
the house to Mr
Kaminetsky and moved to
Flatbush. Mr. and Mrs.
Kaminetsky were the own-

ers of Brenda’s Dress Shop
on 18th Avenue betwe=n
45th and 46th Streets.

George Fischler was in
the diamond business. He
came to the US. in 1941
and was drafted into the
army soon after. After the
war he went back to the
diamond business. George
(Getzel), RILF, was
deceased in 199%.

The Fischler’s two chil-
dren, Martin (Moshe) and
Hadassah, were born
while they were living at
1319 47th Street. Hadast ah
attended Shulam th
School and Moshe attend-
ed Yeshiva Toras Emes.

SEPTEMBER 4, 1996

Markus Yarolslaw tz,
Susie’s father, was an
active member of Co1g.
Shomrei Shabbos on 13th
Avenue and 53rd Strcet.
He was also a disciple
(chasid) of the Chechinover
Rebbe. He helped the
Chechinovex Rebbe come
to America after the war,
and to get established in
Boro Park. The sister of the
Chechinover' Rebbe is the
Bobover Rebbeizin. Susie’s
father and mother made
the pre-wedding linen
shower for her and escort-
ed her to the wedding on
her wedding day. Taey
were very closely invoived
with the Rebbe. Her fa her
also observed yah zeit
{(death anniversary) ol the
Rebbe’s father every y rar.

Susie said she
noticed many  great
changes in Boro Park since
ske first arrived in 1940.
She remembers that Boro
Park was famous in the
1540's for all the famous
great cantors in the large
shuls. The large apartment
houses had doormen and
the community was

wealthy and elegant. She .

has also seen a great reli-
gious change. When she
first came you would
never see men with
shtreimlach or other cha-
sidic clothes in the stceets;
you would not ever see
raen in the streets we aring
a yarmulke or tallis You
also would not see w ymen
wearing wigs (shai*lach).
Now it is the usual t! ing.

has .
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She thinks the reli gious
changes took place after
tae Hungarian revolation,
when many Hungarian
chasidic Jews came to Boro

Park. The orthodox com-
munity then was in the
main modern orthodox.
Today, the modemn ortho-
dox are in the minority.

She remembers the
blackout in New York City
in the 1960’s. There was a
radio station truck on 13th
Avenue in front of Famous
Restaurant the day after
and the reporters were
asking residents for com-
ments. She said her
daughter’s comment then
was “Boro Park is not liv-
ing up to its name. Where
is the park?”

Some other Boro Park
memories were the Linden
Dress Shop, which was the
height of elegance, located
on 13th Avenue between
48th and 49th Streets. That
was a very exclusive shop-
ping area then. She
remembers  Goldstein’s
between 50th and 51st
Streets, where Weiss baker
is now located. She
remembers the appetizing
store on the comer of 50th
Street and 13th Avenue.

Lunchtime many stu-
dents and faculty from
Yeshiva Etz Chaim came
into Tel Aviv to buy lunch
and some would yell,
“Nickel Pickle”.

The restaurant was

busiest at dinnertime
when people came in for
regular home-<cooked

meals. The busiest day of

- the year was Thanksgiving

day. They also catered in-
store celebrations, bris, Bar
Mitzvah, Sheva Brachos, etc.

She remembers in the
early 50’s, when T.V: was
starting to make its debut.
There was a World Series
game on Yom Kippur.
Baim and Blank, a radio
and T.V. store on 13th

{ Avenue, displayed a T.V.

in the window. On that
Yom Kippur day, many
people, including many
orthodox Jews, stood out-
side the store and watched
the World Series game.
She remembers the
Uncle Milty T.V. program

featuring Milton Berle.

That was the main social
activity on Tuesday nights.
Everything eilse stopped.
Those people who had T.V.
sets would invite relatives
and friends to watch the
program and put out as
many chairs as they had
available.

Susie now resides in
Flatbush and her children
in Teaneck, N'J.

June 4, 1996
Dear Dr. Kipust:

Thank you for respond-
ing to my letter, regarding
my trying to locate a friend
who lived in Boro Park 40
plus years ago.
Unfortunately, we lost touch
after my husband died and |
moved.
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Please put my name and
address in your column, ask-
ing if a friend, relative, etc.
might be able to contact me
regarding: PEARL
YAMPOLSKI.

Sincere thanks for your '
kindness,

Ruth Farbstein

+ 4 Crome Road

Syosset, NY 11791

We invite residents to
submit their own family
histories of Boro Park and
would be interested in
publishing additional sto-
ries of Holocaust sur-,
vivors in Boro Park.

JOIN THE
BORO PARK
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY

Help preserve,
research, photograph and
publish the history of this
community. You can help
by submitting your own |,
memories and family his-
tories, photos and other
memorabilia. You can alao
help support the work and
expenses involved by join-
ing the B.PHS., or send-
ing tax-exempt donations.
Membership is $5 a year
($3 retired), $10 business
or organization. Life mem-
bership is $100, or $200
business or organization.
Send to B.PH.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
11219,



BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS

I REMEMBER BORO PARK

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
bv Dr. Philip J. Kipust CI

The followi i
article  abou: mga lsHo?:;J;ﬁ::
survivor that came to live in
Boro Park affer the war,

Ilona Penner Blech

Ilona (Penner) Blech
was also one of the forta-
nate people who was able
to escape the Holocaust.
She and her twin brother,
Kurt, were on the well-
known Kinder transport,
which left Germany in
March, 1939, and arrived
in England. Her parents,
Chaim David and Yanka,
remained in Germany, but
they managed to flee and
arrive in France later in the

year. In Frarice, they were

rounded up for labor

camps in Marseilles. They

somehow worked their!
way to Belgium and to the
U.S. and arrived in
Philadelphia in 1941.

They moved to Boro'
Park in 1942 to 1315 50th
Street, an apartment build-
ing. They lived there until
1945,

In the fall of 1943, firsf
.Kurt and a few weeks later
Oona arrived in the U.S.
through the help of the
H.LAS. organization,
They landed in Boston
Harbor and then traveled
by train to New York and

to Baro Park to join their !

parents.

In 1945, they moved to
1334 48th Street upstairs
and lived there until 1946,

~They next moved to 1222

" 48th -Street, where they -

lived until 1950. Ilona was
married from this apart-
ment in 1950 to Samuel
Blech and moved to
Flatbush. Samuel Blech is

* OCTOBER 9,

the son of Rabbi Ben Zion |

Blech, who was a well-
known and
Rabbi in Yeshiva Toras
Emes and the Rabbi of the
shul on Clara Street, bor-
dering Boro Park.

llona’s parents, David
and Yanka Penner, moved
to Manhattan in 1950 for
about two years. They
moved back to Boro Park,
to 5601 I4th Avenue in
1962. They had learned
diamond cutting, which
they worked on from their
apartment. When the dia-
mond trade declined, they
moved to Manhattan,
where they had a small
yard goods store on the
Lower East Side. Chaim
Dovid Penner passed
away in 1967, and Yanka
moved to Silver Spring to
be near her children, llona
and Samuel. .

Nona attended New
Utrecht H.S. Kurt attended
New Utrecht HS.,
Brooklyn College and
Brooklyn Law School. He
was married in 1958 and

. moved to Queens and then

respected

1996

to Flatbush. Samue;
attended Brooklyn Coliege
and majored in Chemistry
He then moved to the
Washington D.C. area
first Hyattsville, Md. anc
then Silver Spring - an:
worked in the U.S. Paten:
Office. He then completeil |
Law School and served a:
a judge in the Board cf|
Appeals of the U.S. Patent
Office.

FIRST CONG. ANSHEI STARD

Shmuel  Goldstein  (from
Goldstein Press on 16th Avenue
and 46th Suzet) called to
comment on the article about the
Sfardishe Shule. He pointed out
that the article left out the name
of Rabbi Dr. Bernard D. Martin
who was the first Rabbi to serve
in the main upstairs Synagogue.
He was fallowed by Rabai
William Drazin.

He also pointed out that |

Rabbi Meir Pinsky, who was t e
fiest accepted spiritual leader <
the Beth Medrash dawnstairs { x
many years, was nat merely t1e
Rav of the Chevra Mishnay: s,
as is described in the arice.
Rabbi Pinsky, he emphasizd,
was 8 noted Talmudic Scholr,
to whom many scholars zad
laymea came daily for Halachic
or legal decisions and
consuftations. He was pever
appointed official Rabbi in the
upstairs synagogue because he
was not able to speak English,

_ and be was more of a scholar

than a puipit Rabbi.

Mr. Goldsiein and famj
lived on 45th Strect between
141h Avcaue and 15th Avenue,
one half block away from the
Sfardishe Shule and his family
were active members in the
congregation.
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Dear Dr. Kipust:

I very much enjoyed reading
your article abou Sabena
Yaroslawitz, whom 1 remember
very well, However, I think
some statemenis require
amplification.

“ . .sent 10 a Hekrew school
in the aflenoon, as was truc for

the vast majorily of girls in Bere _

Park at the tume.” Mbst Boro

Park boys studied Hebrew in a* .

Talmud Torah after public
school classes, in order to read
the Torah when they became bar
mitzvahs, However, in the main,
it was the Onhodox girls who

were sent to afternocon Hebrew ;
! classes. (At that

time, - the
majority of the Jews in Boro
Park were not Orthodox.) Some
girls did atiend Sunday school. [
believe that Temple Emanuel
had a Sunday schoo! and that the
subject taught was I-ible histery.

“You would nnt even see!
men in the strecis wearing &
yarmulke.” 1 remember seeing
many men wearing yarmulkes in
the streets, but, again, most Boro
Pask Jews were not Orthodox.

Boro Park youngslers
aitended New Utrecht High
School, which islocated in
Beaosonhurst, not Boro Park.

In the time framc nentioned,
I don't remember sy of the
large apartment how es having
doormen, although il 18 possible
that there were a few

I, too. rememier when
Thanksgiving was a busy day
for Jewish delicatessens in Boro
Park. Many familie: came to
partake of the  special
Thanksgiving dinner, which
included soup, roast turkey,
bread siuffing, cranbetry sauce,
sour pickles, etc. Thanksgiving
was a widely observed holiday
in Boro Park. Incidentally, some
people say that \he wrkey, not
the eagle, should have been
our nutional bird!

TI16°NN 1 ¥ DNCNT D

1

Dear. Dr. Kipust:

Would you like to accept a
transplanied Yanke* 10 the
nostalgia colemn of your local
newspaper?

My dear frienl, Teresa
Sterne, a former next-door
neighbor, encourag d me to

write and tell you «f my fond
memories of Boro Park and
surrounding neighb sthoods in
Brooklyn where [ 1ied for the
first 25 years of my life and a
time that will alway: be dear to
my heart. It was a P.S. 192,
Montauk Jr. High and New
Utrecht High that I ceceived my
education.

My pal of yesteryear and stilt
my best friend, Teresa and 1,
have many memories of our
younger days
secascns. The photo you printed
(Feb, 1996) in your paper
showed us enjoying the big
snowfall in the late 40's. Other
seasons were just as enjoyable;
working in our beau iful gardens
in spring and sunnii.g oursclves
or hosing cach otker dowa in
summer.

The wonderful fewish fare
thar Teresa's mothe cooked for
supper 1o which | was often
invited, makes my -nouth water
1oday. To have h:ard Teresa
play the various [iano pieces
from my home next door or just
sitting in the roor1 with her,
brings tecars to my kyes cven
now.

QCTOBER 9,
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I can never forget the
beautiful old Victorian house at
1663-49th Street where 1 prew
up and where my mathers
continued 1o live untit 1961;°
shortly after that, the house was
demolished. ft was a gabled,
three-story wood-[rame
structure with wide front porch
and a smaller veranda fronting
the second floor. Of course it
had a large backys d, as did all
such houses of that period.
There was a small nulberry tree
in the front yard a1 d next to the
curb stood a farg: linden that
blossomed  fragr ntly  every
spring. The interic of the house
. was mainly of che Ty wood and
in the parior was « gas fireplace
in the dining rocm where the

walls were lined, part way up to
the ceiling, in dark green
paneling with beaded edges.
Both fireplaces had marble
hearths. There was a front and
back parlor, as they were calted
in those days; the back parlor
had the firc place, the front
contained a large mirror with a
mantel under it. Sliding doors
separated these twa rooms from
the hall and dining room. I
remember the attic with three
rooms; one was my play room,
and the adjoining one contained
a little bed where T used to love
to sleep when it rained, it was so
cozy listening ta the rain on the
roof. Al ather times [ slept in my
bedroom, one of four on the
secand floor. When I was a
youngster 1 recall 2 wood/coal
stove; I even remember when all
gas lights were replaced with
electric. As a child [ recollect
my mother reading me stories by

gas light and sometimes a
kerosene lamp covered with a
beautiful cut-glass shade in

various ¢olors.
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Although we correspond
regularly, Teresa and 1 haven’t
seen each other for about 24,
years -- I moved south in 1949
and now live about 80 miles
from Aulanta -- and I think it’s
time we did, along with my|
English husband whom I met in
Brooklyn during World War [I
days while he was serving in the
Royal Navy. He and T spent a
happy time enjoying Boro Park,
the skating rink in Flatbush,
Coney Island and Prospect Park;
and how could we ever forget
the romantic Old New Utrecht
Road, a dirt road then, off 49th
Strect and 17th Avenue. His
ship left the Brooklyn Navy
Yard after being repaired from a
bombing attack in 1942, and
although we  comesponded
occasionally, we did not sec
cach other again until [ traveled
to England 1o visit his sister in
1979. When we met once again,
we found that aftec 36 years we
still felt the same about each
other. At long last we married
and have been together now for
16 ycars, still very happy and in
love.

Oh yes, do you remember
The Brooklyn Eagle? On the
back page of the “comics” was a
“club" for budding artists; [
think it was called Aunt Jean's
Club. many of my drawings|
were printed and I still keep|
them in a scrapbook.

Having written all this, T feel,
homesick, as 1 will always call|
Boro Park home.

Sincerely,

GLORIA E.

(MRS. REGINALD) EVANS)|
Eatonton, GA |

We invite residents to
submit their own family
histories of Boro Park and
would be interested in

publishing additionat sto-
ries of Holocaust sur-
vivors in Boro Park.

JOIN THE
BORO PARK
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY

Help preserve,
research, photograph and
publish the history of this
community. You can help
by submitting your own
memories and family his-
tories, photos and other
memorabilia. You can also
help support the work and
expenses involved by join-

ing the BPHS., or send- |

ing tax-exempt donations.
Membership is $5 a year
($3 retired), $10 business
or organization. Life mem-
bership is $100, or $200
business or organization.
Send to B.PH.S,, 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
11219.
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BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING
JUNE 3, 1996

President  Jacque Friedman
thanked the Greater New York
Savings Bank for making the
meeting. room available to the
Society. He cxpressed pleasure
at the fact that so many pecople
were  presenl, despite the
heaviest rain of the year, and
noted the prescrce of kra Kluger,
Co- President of the Canarsic
Historical Socicty, who had
braved the rain (o travel o Boro
Park.

President Friedman said that
the photographs on the tables
had recently reumed from a
highly successful exhibit at the
Boro Park Library, during the
month of May. The photographs
~ of ecaly Boro Park
farmhouses, movic theaters, and
(trains -- were acquircd through
.grants from Con Edison and the
Brooklyn Union Gas Company.

President Friedman
introduced guest speaker Ken
Oskosciewicz. Born in 1941,
Ken spent his first four years in
Brownsville, while his father, a
career secgeant in the U.S:
Army, served overscas during
World War 2. After the war,
Ken and his motber lived in the
various countrics where his
father was swationed. As an
adull, Ken followed in his
father’s foolsteps and served as
an officer in the U.S. Ammy in
Vietnam. Afier receiving a
medical discharge, Ken taught

math and, lawer, computer
_lechnology at  New  York
*University. In 1970, Ken

-

suddenly developed an  avid
interest in New York Cily
transportation and began o
accumulate his vast knowledge
of the subject,

GUEST SPEAKER
KEN OSKOSCIEWICZ

Ken Oskosciewicz explaincd
that Boro Park is located within
the area of whal was the Town
of New Utrecht, onc of the
original six towns which now
comprise Brooklyn. Boro Park,
he said, is one of the few
Brooklyn ncighborhoods which
is scrved by three subway lines:
the IND FE train (former Culver
line), which  runs  along
McDonald Avenue, the BMT N
train {former Sea Beach linc),
which runs along 8th Avenue,
and the IND B line (former

West End line), which runs.

along New Uwecht Avenue.
(Ken obsecrved that he calls the
West End, the “Worst End.”

Ken said that New Utrecht
Avenue had first been a dirt road
and then a plank road (a road
covered with wooden planks).
Planks enabled wagon wheels to
wum on muddy roads. Most
plank roads, including New
Utrecht Avenue, were toll roads,
sometimes called tumpikes. The
company operating the New
Utrecht Avenue (umpike was
the Brooklyn, Greenwood, and

Bath Plank Company.
On Junc 8, 1864, the
. Brooklyn, Bath, and Concy

. Island Railroad began operation,
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One car, pulled by horses, ran
on a single track -- far different
than what we think of now as 3
railroad! Part of the route lay |
along New Uurecht Avenue,
through the farmlands of whal
became Boro Park. The railroao
terminated at Bath Beach and
Coney Island (both fashionable
beach resorts).

Electus B. Litchfield, who
had founded railroads in the
midwest, foresaw a time when
masscs of people would want 10
travel 0 Bath Beach and the
west end of Coney Island. iIn
1885, he bought the Brooklyn,
Bath, and Coney Island Railroad
and renamecd it the Brooklyn,
Bath, and West End Raslroad.
(In 1886, he founded
Blythcbourne, now Boro Park.
He upgraded the cailroad from &
one- Lo a two-track line. Arounc
1887 ke retired the horses an

replaced them with  siean
locomotives  which  pullet
several cars.

Trolley cars have &

interesting  history, Ken said
They originated as street can
pulled by horses. Frank Sprague.
an inventor, developed a systen:
to operate sweet cars by
electricity.

The first clectric street car
began operation in 1887. Then
Granville Woods, a black
inventor,developed a metal pole
with wheels on one end. The

wheel end of the pole was

attached to an overhead wire and
the other end of the pole was

attached to he top 0 the sireet
car. The overhe 1d wire
transmitted eleciricity which ran
the street cars. Mr. W ods called
the pole “irollers”. When the
U.S. Patent Office ssued the
patent, it was mistake aly spelled
“wrolleys” and trolley: they have
been ever since.
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Ken pointed out (hat, at one

Ume, Brooklyn had 1aore wrolley
lines than any city in the U.S.,
so many that peojle had 1o
dodge them when they crossed
the street. Brooklyn tes became
known as “wolley dodgers.”
When a name was wanted for
the newly formed Brooklyn
bascball team jt was most
inevitable that the 12am would
be named the Brooklyn
Dodgers.
* In 1893 elecuric irolley cars
replaced the steam ocomotives
of the Brooklyn Bat i, and West
End Railroad. The rolley cars
fan on two tracks on the odd
numbered side of ! ew Utrecht
Avenue,

In 1901, the Bro)kiyn Bath
and West End Ra lroad was
connccted 10 the (Brooklyn)5th :
Avenue El. There were also
other improvements. Instead of a |
single trolley car, several cars |
were linked together They were
still powered by electricity
transmitted by overhead poles.
Passengers now boarded the cars
from station platfor ns about 3
feet high, located ap sroximately
where Boro Park st tions of the
B line are now,

Ken said that 1911 was
another momentous ear for the
West End line. In ‘hat yeara
contract was signer, by New
York City (0 eipand ihe
subways, The original plans
were (0 build the West End as a
four wack line nutning in a
trench under Ne's Utrecht

Ken pointed out that 1996
marks the 80th anniversary of
the opening of the elevated West
End line. Necwspaper articles
about the 1916 celebration,
which marked the opening of the
clevated West 1ind, were
displayed on a fable. (The
Culver ling, the last clevated line
in Brooklyn to o)en, began
operation in 1919.) A trolley to
Coney Island, whic ran along
New Utrecht Avenu @, continued
to operate until the ¢ uly 1 9507,
since its route diffired slightly
from the West End { ne.

With the oper ng of the
clevated West Enc tine, Boro
Park was connecled to the New
York City subwiy system.
Transportation 1o jobs in
Manhattan  became  faster,
encouraging many Jews and

. ltalians to move t¢ Boro Park

and transforming ‘it from a
suburb to a city neighborhood.

Concluding his talk, Ken said
that he volunicers at the New
York City Transit Museum in
downtown Brooklyn. The
museum runs several “nostalgia
trains” a ycar. Participants travel
on an antique subway car o a
specific destination, led by a
knowledgeable guicz. The next
“nostalgia train® will be on
December 8, 1996, For
information, phon¢ 243-8601.
Following his talk Ken asked
for questions anc commeats
from the audience.
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President Jacqu: Friedman
thanked Ken for hi. informative
and interesting talk He thanked
the members of thz Boro Park
Historical Society, who realize
the importance of researching ,
and preserving the history of |
Boro Park. Membership ducs[
enable the Society to continue
its work. Annual dues are $5, $23
for retirees, and $10 for
organizations and busibesses.
Life membership ducs are $100
for individuals and $200 for
businesses and organizations,

Respectiully sabmitted
Lucille Posner

(We thank Lucille Posner, an

officer of the Boro Park
Historical Society { i the above
interesting Sumunary and
minutes of the Ani ual Meeting

of the BPHS.} Y

Avenue. It was fouid that an
elevated suucture with three
tracks would be hcaper to
build. (Because of nijrrow street
space, the Culver: line was
plarned as a three-tnigck elevated
line from the start.) In actual
practice, the center tracks of the
West End and Culver lines are
rarely used. !
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BORO PARK IN THE
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
N Y
September 18, 1996
Mr. Charles Grench
Editor in Chicf
Yale Univecsity Press

Dear Mr. Grench:

‘The articles on Boro Park and
Blythcbourne in the Encylopedia
of New York, while short,
contain many errors. Enclosed
are two articles from the Boro
Park Community Ncws, by B.M:
Selevan and Liucille Posner,
poipting out these errors., 5

It is swprising that the
artictes on Blythebourne and
Boro Park (Blythcbourne is the
original name of Boro Park)
contradict each other! Another
surprise is that Blytheboumne is
misspellcd?

If you nced more detailed
information, or if you have any
guestions, please free to call on
us.

We request  that  future
editions of the Encyclopedia
reflect the attached corrections.
We are prood of our
neighborhood and don’t want
inaccurate information
disscminated.

Thank you for your attention
to this matter,

Yours wuly,
Jacque Friedman, President
Boro Park Histonical Society

Scptember 26, 1996

Jacque Friecdman
Boto Park Historical Society

Dear Jacque Friedman:
Thank you for your letter of
I8 Scptember. 1 am passing
along your letter and the
enclosures to the editors of the
Encyclopedia They will review
the articles and make the
necessary changes in the next
printing. 1 appreciale  your
wriling to us about this matter.
Sincerely,
Charles Grench, Editor in Chicf
Yale Univeuiry Press

BUDDY HACKETT

The following  excerpl,
written by Buddy Hackety,
Comedian, was taken from the
book | Remember Brooklyn by
Ralph Monti (1991).

“I cherished Sunday
momings in Brooklyn. 1 cagerly T
looked forward to the rousing !
softball and touch football
games my friends and I played
against the other kids io the
neighborhood. It was a great
release. Most of the time during
the week was spent working or
going to school. There were a
variety of jobs 1 held. I worked
in a liquor store, a grocery, dry’
cleaners, drugstore, or with my’
father in his upholstery busincss.
I even worked for a doctoc at

- might, answering his telephone. |

was bom on Kosciusko Street in

the Williamsburg section, but
soon afier moved to 1379 S4th
Street in Borough Park. |
attended P.S. 103 and from there
went to New Utrecht H.S. The
best memories [ have abow
B*klyn were the years [ was just
starting to work in show
business."
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JOIN THE
BORO PARK
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY

Help preserve,
research, photograph and
publish the history of this
community. You can help
by submitting your own
memories and family his-
tories, photos and other’
memorabilia. You can also
help support the work and
expenses involved by join-
ing the B.LH.S., or send-
ing tax-exempt donations.
Membership is $5 a year
{$3 retired), $10 business
or organization. Life mem-
bership is $100, or $200
business or organization.

| Send to B.PH.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
11219.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

, A study of
Boro Park
in 1953

The following report was
written by Barbara Pearlman
(now Levine) in May 1953 as a
course requirement. The course
was education 34c at Brooklyn
College and the professor was
Dr. Mackenzie.

The report was submitied to
this columnist by a mutual
Inend, Judy Markowitz, a
curvent resident of Boro Park.
Barbara poinis out that her
mother amrived in Boro Park in
1986, right off the boat. We
!hank both of them for this
inleresting conwibution,

When reading the description
of this mcighborhood and

viewing the photographs in this
report, we notice many changes
in the physical environment and
in the population since 1953.
We plan 1o include most of the
report and several photos in
three installmenis.
Boro Park
By Barbara Pearlman

The neighborhcod I have
mapped is the “center” of a
larger area known as Boro Park.
The npame was  possibly
suggested by the tree-lined
streels and the fact that pearly
every house has some plot of
land planted with shrubbery and
flowers.

The area is residential. The
avepucs are  wide  strects
permitting two way taffic. 14th
and 15th Avenues are lined with
mostly six-story elevator houses.

.08 14 Avenue we also find |

Temple Emanuel, a large,
conservative  synagogue, the
“Y¥™. the Menomh Temple
(Masonic Center), the Shomrei
Emunah synagogue (orthodox),
the Edgewood Duich Reformed
Church - which also housed a
Day Care Center, and Public
School 103. Atong 15 Avenue,
we note more privale homes
than cn 14th, and the largest
orthodox sypagogue in the
neighborhood, Temple Beth EL

Sixteenth Avenue is a
shopping street, There arc ane or
two private homes. The storcs
sell food, hardware, dry goods,
and small appliances. There arc
repairshops, dry cleaners, beauty
shops, barbers, candy stores, and
one bar. Ther is a [arge,
orthodox synagoguc on 16
Avenue at 53 Smreet. P.S. 180 is
on this avenue, between 56 and
57 Strects, and the police station
is at 59 Street. Recently, several
small factorics, making clothing,
have been opened on 16 Avenuc.
.. Thirteenth Avenue represents
the hub of the area. Here we find
clothing stores, banks,
supermarkets, big appliaoce
chain stores, show chains, a
small church, barely one story
high, the public library {a
converted store), and a lacge
Yeshiva.

New Utrechi Avenuc has the
two movies mentioned in this
report. The BM.T. West End
cXpress yuns on elevated tracks
on this street.

The inhabitants of the
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neighborhood are mostly middle
class familics. A few are
extremely wealthy, but poverty
is almost unknown. The
majority of people ace Jewish,
with an unusually large number
being orthodox, as evidenced by
the houses of  worship.
Incidentally, there are at least
ten, small, very orthodox
congregations meeting in private
homes. The gentile families who
live in the acighborhood are
mostly of Italian acigin. The
greatest number live in the area
beginning on S5 Streets. Several
Christian families live an and
around New Utrecht Avenuc.
Most of these families arc
Catholic. Other groups include
about five to ten Chinese
families living on Sixteenth
Avenue. The different groups in
the ncighborhood get along well.

The  children in the
neighborhoods atend P.5. 180 if
they live above 15th Avenuc.
The athers aticad P.S. 103.
Many youngsters attend private,
religious day schools. The
majority of Jewish boys and
girls who auend public school
also attend Hebrew school five
days a week. Most of the area
mapped is in the district for
Montauk Jr. H.S. (P.S. 223, 16th
Av. and 43rd Street). Beyond
55th Sireet, we enter the
Shallow Jr. HS. district.
Montauk has a better reputation
among the parents and children.

Sub-rose maneuvers are
; common to enter out-of-district
_ children in Montauk.

The area is in the district tor
New Utrecht High School. The
school has less prestige for the
neighborhood than Erasmus or
Midwood. Many bays, girls, and
their parents, commit perjury to
prevent enrollment at New
Uurecht in favor of the other
schools. Many boys attend
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Stuyvesant and
Technical High Schools. A
small number anend private
high schools which are under
religious auspices. An
occasional youngsler attends the
High Schoel of Music and Art.

Very few attend vocational
schools. ,
College students and

graduates are commen. Most
have or are, atending the
municipal colleges. Yery few go
out of town to school.

The area under consideration
is a very desirable one. For
example, a new apariment house

was quickly rented at $30.00 per
room. Adolescents are given a
greal deal of belp in growing up.
Their familics arc interested in
them. The prevalent atmosphere

*is posilive in terms of their

behavior. Good marks in school,
and acadcmic aspirations arc

1 something to be proud of, Bu, is
: this 100
| environment for the adolescent?
, The recreational facilities, for

sheltered an

example, are nearly all based on
religions support. There is no
public park, for example, in the
cotire vicinity. In this area, the
adolescent meets with a limited
scgment of the population. Even
in high school, we see the
majority of friendships are
continwation of lower-schoot
relationships, and often based on
the proximity of homes.

In the knowledge that the |
favorite activity of adolescents is |
“hanging around”. we are sorry
to find that nonc of the centers in
the neighborhood have a lounge.
From the map, it is also apparent
thal there are no parks or
playgrounds in the area. Stoops
and benches are the lounge
areas; the swrests are the
playgrounds.

Brooklyn |

- on 15th Avenue and 52nd Street |

Meyers

This ice-cream parlor s
casily the most popular candy
store in the neighborhood. On
picasant evenings, it is almost
impossible to pass 13 Avenue in
front of the store {48-49 Strest.)
Friday night is the most popular
night for the high schoot crowd
— and the squad cars. Neighbors
often call the police to help |
disburse the crowd when it |
becomes moisy. On Saturday
night, it is fashionable to be seen
with a date in Meyer's. While it
is acceptable for groups of boys
o sit inside, tcen-aged cusiom
holds that it is taboo for girls to
appear unescorted on Salurday
nights.

The store does not sell any
newspapers,  magazines  or
books. There is a newspaper
vendor who sets up shop on the
sidewalk in front of Meyer's on
Saturday nights. He is known to
be a “runner”, but does not take
bets from the teen-agers.

Hessing’s

This store is located on the
comer of 49th Sireet and 13
Avenue. Adolescents congregale
here during the aftemoon and
cvening. While they buy
sandwiches and ice-cream at
Meyer’s, they seem to
concentrate on  Cokes  at
Hessings, which does not have
the prestige of Meyers.

The New York Post is the
best selling paper. The News is
second. T.V. Guide, women’s
magazines, Seventeen and crime
comic books are sold in that
order. More browsing than
purchasing is done here by the
tcen-aged crowd.
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Silver's

The small candy-store on the
comer of 13th Avenue and 48
Street reports (hat it does a large
business in pocketbooks,
particularly with adolescents.
Life is the best selling magazine.
Modern Screen and  Screen
Romances are very good sellers.
Children’s Digest was also
mentioned as being popular. The
Times and Post are Ihc papers
with the highest circulation at
this store.

Marcus

This luncheoncite on L6

Avenue and 52 Street is the
place where many  older
adolescents congregate. Marcus'
draws the 17-20 years old
group. Life, Saturday Evening
Post, and Look are the most
popular, in that order. Moming
papers (the store is opposite a
bus stop where people gather on
the way to work and school in
the mornipg) sell most. The
Times, News, and Mimror are
sotd in thal order.

(To be continued).
SYLVIA COHEN
SHULMAN
{The following article was
prepared and submined by,

Luciile Posner, an officer in the
Boro Park Historicat Society, we
thank her for her interesting
Contributian.)

I was a mere two months ald
In 1913, when I moved from
Williamsburg to Bore Park. |
was accompanicd by my parents,
Anna and Samucl Cohen, and
my brothers, Benjamin and
Joseph. My father's
housepainting  business  was
floutishing and he decided his
famity should live in suburban
Boro Park.
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, _Our first apartment was in a
Privaie house ar 1373 42nd
Street. (At that time, most Boro
Park Jews lived in the fow 40's
area.) When I was six years old,

we moved to an apariment in a .
pnvale house at 1353 d44ih,

Stweet. We nexi moved o an
apartment at 4307 14th Avenue,
above  Zeitlin's  fruit store,
Spinrod's  bakery was right
across the street and | enjoyed
watching  Mr. Spinrod bake
bread and cake in the oven in the
bfack rcom. Then, when I was
eight years old, the birth of my
brother  Samuel necessitated
another move. My father bought

2 private house, 5420 16ih
Avenue, where we lived from!
then on.

My brothers and 1 atiended
PS. [64, 421t l4ath Avenue.
After public school classes, !
attended  Machzikei Talmud
Torah, 1315 43rd Sueet, for
.about five years. I had a "crush”
on Joe Estrin, another Machzikei,
student. My friend, Lillian|
Davis, and 1 played ball with
Joe, who [later became a
prominent doctor at the [srael
Zion Hospital (now
Maimonides). Simon
Mendelberg, another friend, also
became a doctor,

1 remember Richard Tucker,
who later sang with the
Metropotitan Opera. On Friday
nights. Machzikei Talmud Torah
held a service for children with a ;
children’s choir Joe Estrin was
the shammes and  Richard |
Tucker sang solos. On Sunday
aftenoons. I enjoyed attending
the extracurricular classes in art
and singing at  Machzikei
!Talmud Torah. Mr. Coopersmith
was the music teacher.

In 1921, Chaim Weitzman
came 10 Boro Park on a speaking
wour to raise funds for Palestine.
He spoke to 1,800 children from
the United Hebrew Schools at
Etz Chaim Yeshiva, 13th
Avenue, 50th to Slst Streets
(demolished). § was privileged to

* be present on that historic

occasion.

Criginally, Etz Chaim
Yeshiva occupied a private
house across the street from
Anshe Sfard synagogue, 45th
Street and 14th Avenue. The
father of Lilly Levine, a friend of
mine, was the head of Etz Chaim
at that time.

I am probably one of the few

people who remember the New

Utrecht  Dispensary  which
occupied a small store at [275
37th Swreet. The fusmiture was
plain and the floor consisted of
rough boards. I remember Dr.
Giventer, a dermatologist. and
Dr. Silverman, a specialist in
Internal raedicine. Dr.
Greenberg, an ear, nose, and
throat  doctor, removed my
tonsils in the atic of the
dispensary. [ stayed overnight in
one of the four beds and enjoyed
the ice cream they gave me. la
1916, the dispensary moved to
slightly larger quarters in a small
house at 1322 44th Street. In
1919, the dispensary was
renamed the Israel Hospital and
in 1920 it merged with the Zion
Hospital. In 1920, the Israel
Zion Hospital (as it was now
called) was built at 49th Street
and t0th Avenue. My mother
was a member of the Isracl Zion
ladies auxiliary and sewed
pillowcases and sheets for the
beds.

My brother Joe became 2 bar
milzvah in a small shule on 42nd
Street, My brothers Ben and
Samnuel became bar mitzvahs in
the synagogue on l6th Avenue
and S5dth Sirect.

1996

I remember the trolley car
which ran along 16th Avenue,
from Gravesend Avenue (now
MacDonald Avenue) to 60th
Street and 16th Avenuc. [t was a
one-track line: one tralley car
ran back and forth each day. In
summer, when the wolley passed
our house, my mother gave the
driver - a mug of cold beer. The
driver, in return, let her ride on
the walley without charge,

Fields of tall grasses and
wildflowers stretched from 8th
Avenue ta New Utrecht Avenue,
I used to pick bouquets for my
mother and we children used to
bake potatoes in the ficlds. Since
not many houses had been built
yet, we had a view of the
Narrows at Shore Road.

I went to ithe Kensingtan
Library on Dimmas Avenue
because it had more books than
the Beoro Park Library, To get

there, | waiked across 15th
Avenue, through ficlds of 1all
grasses and wildflowers, to Oid
New Uuecht Road and then
proceeded down QOld New

Utcecht Road to the lbrary.
Quthouses stood in the fields,
lonely survivors of demolished
farmhouses. 1 used to throw
pebbles down the outhouses, (0
hear the water splash. (Houses
have long since been built on
mast of Old New Utrecht Road,
which now cnds at 48th Street
and 17th Avenue.)

Fifteenth Avenue was
absolutely beautiful. Tall trees
lined the sireets and many streets
had one house to a block. All
houses had large, well-kept
lawns. At night, I enjoyed
locking into the first floor
windows to see the beautifully
furnished interiors.
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Dr. Seigmeister lived with his
family in a very large house with
large front and back yards, at
5420 15th Avenue. His son, Elie,
played the piano beautifully, On
summer nights, mother and I
brought & blanket to the
Seigmeisters’ backyard, to listen
to Elie's playing, The free
concert was the equal of any in
Tanglewood! Elie later became a
famous composer.

Mr. Kulok {a men's clothing
manufacturer) and his family
lived across the street from the

Seigmeisters. Mr. Kulok was
both wealthy and gencrous. He
donated a farge sum of money to
build the new Temple Beth-EI at
ISth Avenue and 48th Streel.
Because of faulty work the
domed roof collapsed during
construction and had to be
rebuilt,

Mr. L), Fox, owner of several
well-known fur stores, lived in a
large house with a domed roof
on 15th Avenue and 47th Street.
An apariment house now stands
on the site. The Goodmans, A |
wealthy family, lived on 151h
Avenue, 50th Sucel to 51 Steeet,
in a beautiful house with a tiled
Spanish-style roof (demolished).

1 remember Mortimer
Neinken, son of Jacob, Both
father and son donated large
sums to the Israel Zion Hospital.
Montimer had a large brick
private house built at 5502 ISth
Avenue, Mortimer, his wife and
only child, Paul lived in the
upstairs apartment. His wife's
sister and brother lived in the
downstairs apariment. (The
house has recently undergone
renovation.) Mortimer Neinken
had a smaller brick house, which
resembled his own house, built
next door for his wile's two
sisters and their families, (The
windows in that house have been
altered.) One sister, married to

Irving Maltzman lived
downstairs. The other sister,
married 10 2 Mr. Modell, lived in
the upstairs apartment. (Their
son, Artic Modell owns the
Cleveland  Browns  football

e, ) MoIlner  Neaien pguve
Mr. Modell the money to start
his own business. | can't say
enough about the kindness and
generosity of Mortimer Neinken.

{ remember the lamplighter
who came by at dusk to light the
gas flamps. There was a
sanitation worker who rode a
tricycle with an attached garbage
can and shovel. He shoveled
hotse manure into the garbage *
can and took it 10 a sanitation
depot on 60th Street and, 16th
Avenue . & b

The Diamonds were a quiet
family who lived on 55th Street
between New Utrecht Avenue
and 14th Avenue. It was a great
shock to everyone when their
two sons, Joseph and Morris,
who were about 19 and 20 years
old respectively, shot-and killed
two bank messengers in

"November 1923, The
messengers  were  bringing
money to the Irving National
Bank, 5328 New Utrecht
Avenue. They were exiting the
West End S5ih Street station
when they were shot without
warning. The two boys were
caught, tried, and executed,

In 1935 mamried Charles
Shulman in Rabbi Kaplan's
home on 54th Street between
161h and 17th Avenie; where we
held our reception. Our first
apartment was on S54th Sureet
between 16th and 171h Avenues.
We then moved to an apariment
house, 5420 - 15th Avenue,
built on the sile of Dr.
Seigmeister's demolished house.
Fred, our only child, attended
P.S. 103, Shallow Jr. High
School, and studied Hebrew
after school at a Talmud Torah
on L6th Avenue and 56th Street.

Talking about Fred. I must

sadsia thie tnnidacs Irm nacd 11 amna

the early morning. by milkmen
with horses and wagons. One
day, 1 took litle Fred out for an
airing in his baby carriage. [ was
already outside when I decide’
1o warm little Fred's milk bott'!

[ asked a neighbor to watch Fr-
while 1 went back to o
apartment. 1 noticed. & horse am
milk wagon standing at the curp,
the driver had evidendy gone
somewhere. When I returned
with the milk bottle, my heart
stopped. The ncighbor was
nowhere to be seen and the horse
was slanding on the sidewalk,
his head in little Fred's carmriage.
He was kissing Fred's face, who
was laughing!

Except for the first two
months of my life, 1 have lived
my entire life in Boro Park.
Charles and T have fived in the
same apartment for the past 60
years. I have seen Boro Park

grow from a park-like suburb o
a city neighborhood with
apartment houses and many
stores. Many of the beautiful old
houses and spacious gardens are
gone. Bul. most important of all,
I remember thc many gencrous
old-time Boro Parkers who
donated time and money to
establish the institutions of Boro |,
Park. As the song goes, I
remember it well.”
JOIN
Help: preserve,
research, photograph and
publish the history of this
comirilirtity. You can help
by submitting your own
fhemories and family his-
fories, photos and other
memorabilia. You can also
help support the work and
expenses involved by join-
ing the BPHS., or send-
ing tax-exempt donations.

Membership is $5 a year

($3 retired), $10 business

or organization, Life mem-

bership is $100, or $200
business or organization.

Send to B.PH.S,, 4707 13th
Assmmite i1 t limm | Fprans
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

A STUDY OF
BORO PARK

PART II
(The following rcport “A

Study of a Neighborhood™ was
writen by Barbara Pcariman |
(now Levine) in May 1953 as a |
course requirement at Brooklyn )
College. This is the second of
three installments.)

HABONIM CENTER

On Fifteenth Avenue,
between 47 and 48 Streets, there :
is a large house which has been
remedeled into a club house. It
betongs to the Habonim
organization, which is a Jewish
Zionist club.

‘There are (hcee floors, used i
by at least t00 youngsters. The .
age range, extends from 10 years
old to the middle twenties. They

are divided into small groups led
by organization trained
personnel.

The emphasis is on Jewish
culture. The groups leam folk
dances and Israeli dances. They |
charn Hcbrew songs. Iaformal
discussions are popular. The
group takes no religious stand.

The main activities take plhce
on the week-end, although
individual groups meet during
the week,

Members of the Habonim are
completely responsible for the
maintenance of their center.
Volunteers clean up and do |
necessary repairs.

POLICE et

ATHLETIC LEAGUE . !

Pairolman Peter Brown is one
of the two P.A L. officers al the
66 Precinct Police station, on 16

Avenue and 59 Street. Patrolman
Brown was kind enough 10 grant
me an interview. He explained
the PAL. in great detail and
\\filh obviously sincerc interest in
his work and the children he
meets,

Last yecar, there were 34,
basebalt teams sponsored by the
66 and 68 precincts. Over 500
boys were accommodated. This
year, because of lack of funds,
only 24 teams will be playing.
Nearty all the P.A.L. members in
the immediate neighborhood
join of their own accord.
Juvenile Aid Board references
are rare, Officer Brown
classified the ncighborhood 1
have mapped as “good”.
According to him, juvenile
delinquancy is almost unheard
of. “The kids are just 100 busy

going to school to get into

trouble.” was his explanation.

The largest membership is i

under 15 years of age. It seems
that the older youngsters eitbier
work or are affiliated with senior
high school sponsored groups.
Patrolman Browa said there are

no unknown gangs in the
neighborhood.
The 66 Precinct has no P.AL

facilitics, other than a desk fo
the officer in charge. The

buitding is only (wo ycars old.
The group uses Park Department

playgrounds and high school
fietds.
PUBLIC SCHOOL 103

The schoot yard of PS 103 a1 .

14 Avenue between 53 and 54
Streets is an ever-popular retreat
of the neighborhood youngsters.
The gates are open everyday and
\eenagers are there from carly
afternoon to fate evenings.

On the 53 Street side, there
are two basketball hoops. Bays
ranging in age from 8 years 10
college students play games or
just shoot for practice, often as
fate as 10:00 p.m. in the
summer. Girls rarely congregate
in this pant of the yard, but they
parade past the fence in small
groups. The boys hardly notice

thym o 0e ¥, StEns of
‘!‘(lﬁé .sim a?;grn’ng ?h‘ls’ ’;'ide
of the school yard) is a play
strect.

unowni ]
Sweel side, we find several small
groups of youmger children
playing  softball. On this
particular day, there was one
gvoup of three girls who werc
singing popular songs softly.

I has been my observation
that the boys and girls who meet
at this yard are wel! behaved and
welcome by the school. The
playground is clean, reasonably
quiet, and therc are 1o broken
windows.

PUBLIC SCHOOL 180

At the P.S. 180 school yard,
(16th Ave. & 56th St) [ found
that the groups were, on ihe
whole, smaller and offered more
varicty in the choice of activity
than those at the P.5. 103 yard.
The reason may be that the 180
yard is larger and has no
permanent athletic facilities (like
basketball hoops). Most of the
children have brought balls and
played with them. They played
handbalt (mixed). catch, softball,

and boxball. Some boys on the
playground were no older that
six.

Panticularly  interesting o
note is the penny-pilching game. |
The boys were about seventcen

ears old. One was older

(21-23). All were wary of being
photographed and only threc of
the five playing. excluding the
older boy, would permit me to
snap their picture. This fellow
later drove off in a 195t
Oldsmobile. Small boys of seven
and eight watched the contest

“ with excited interest. Perhaps it
should be noted that this school
yard is enclosed by the sides of
the building, boardered by two
trafficless  streets.  Neither
schoolyard is supervised, but the
103 yard is completely visible
from the streel.

COMMUNITY CENTER

The very aclive Parents’
Association of PS. 180
instituted a highly successful
evening center. It has already
been closed for the season. For a
fee of 25¢ per year, an
adolescent can visit the center on
Monday,  Wednesday, and
Friday nights to participate in
games, toumaments, craft
classes, and dancing. Al
activitics are supervised.
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P.S. 103 Schoolyard. The school building was sold by the city lo
the Satmar community and is now the Beth Rachel School of
Borough Park. The Schoot yard was built upon and now houses the *
Ateres Chaya Hall, the largest wedding hall in Boro Park.

- .J

“

Fifly-third Street comer {4th Avenue outside the PS 103 School
Yard. Notice two way traffic on 14th Avenue and oid (former)
buildings.

White stone structure, visible on the right of the girl, supported
the gates around the building. then used by Shulamith School for
Girls. The building was located on the corner of 48th Street and 15th
Avenue. The children in the photo are Yoel and Darla Chavkin (now
Stone). The photo was taken in 1953 by Rabbi Roy Chavkin.

In the previous anicle above the same building was identified as
being used previously as the Habonim Center, across the street is
Tempte Beth El, as it Jooked then,
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BORO PARK

MEMORIES

Dear Dr. Kipust.

Enclosed is a photo taken in
1953. The children in this photo
Yoel and Darla Chavkin, moved
10 Boro Park in 1949 with their',

parents from Sca Gate,
Brooklyn. The little girl was a
studemt of Shulamith School for
Girls which was located in an
ald two or three story cormer
house with turvet like shaped
structures on 48th 51 & I5th
Avenuc - across the street {rom
Templ: Beth El. The school
moved (1954} to s new
butlding at 1353 50th Strcet. The
Shulamith building on 48th
Sueer was flater occupied by
Happytown Day Camp. The first
grade teachers were Ms.
Housedorf and Mrs. Steinberg.
Ms. Haber was the very devoted
school secrctary. The school
principals were Dr.  Judith
Lieberman and Dr. Max Kufeld.
The momem  one  of the
principals would step through
the classrcom door, the entire
class would immediately stop
whatever they were doing and
jump up 1o greet the principal
saying, “Good Moming”, in 2
long drawn oul  singsong
manner. If the principal appeared
again, ten minutes [later, they,
would get the same drawn out
greeting. Several years later
when Dr. Jonas Salk discovered
a polio vaccine, the children at
Shulamith went to the Ewz
Chaim Yeshiva to  get
vaccinated.

The boy in this photograph,
Yoel, attended Yeshiva Toras
Emes. then located on 12th
Avenue (between 45 & 44 sireet)
in Boro Park. Yeshiva Toras
Emes, originally pat of
Yeshivah Eiz Chaim (located on
13th Avenuc between 50th &
SIst Street) broke away and
formed its own Yeshivah.
Nathan Chavkin, a great uncle of
the children in this photograph,
was one of the founders of the
Yeshivah Toras Emes. Nathan
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came to  America with his
parents Rubin and Malvina
Chavkin in 1903 from Bobruisk,
Russia on the S.5. Aurania,
Rubin's  immigration papers

lisicd his “Race as “Hcbrew”,
Nathan had a ladies apparel
factory on 53rd Street & 16ih
Avenue which is now the site of
the Ungavar Yeshivah - opposite
; the Bnai Yehudah Shul. Nathan
lived in Boro Park until his death
in 1960. He is buried in the
Congregation  Toras  Emes
Society plot in Beth David,
Queens which he co-founded.
(Enclosed photograph of} Major
Ralph Chavkin, Nathan's
, nephew, a sccond generation
! American born was the first in
t his family to volunteer and serve
in the United States Army
during World War Two,

During those years the very
few stores that were closed on
Shabbos (on 13th Avenue)
included Semel's Grocery, Gold
& Reis Hardwares (42nd & 43rd
Street) and possibly a butcher
store on 45th Strcet. On 16th
Avenue the Shomer Shabbos
stores included two bakeries,
Jacobs and Shicks, a tavndry
store owned by Mr. Klein, a

grocery on Sist Street owned by |

Mr. Feldman and a tailor Levy.

The owner of Jacobs bakery on |

16th {between SO & 51st) told
Rabbi Roy Chavkin that he used
to look at his house 1601 50th
: Street (demolished) which he
! could sec from his store, in order
to sec when the lights went on
after Shabbos. He then knew that
Shabbos was over. When a
kosher pizza store opened on
13th Avenue, over a decade
later, the children weren’t sure it

was really possible for pizza to -

be kosher. There was a Parness
family on 16th Avenue near S5th
Street who had a Shul and a
Mikveh in their house. On
Shabbos this family, wouldn't
use any electricity because the
generators  were  working on
Shabbos.

Rothstein’s a family clothing
store was “the” place to buy |
clothingg A McCroys was I
located across the street from the

Woolworth store  on  13th
Avenuc, The Rubenstein

furniture storc on New Ulrecht

was a Lowes Movie Theatre. G |
& Sons was a very small store. ‘
A trolly car came into Boro Park

down on 3%th Sircet and turned
left on 13th Avenue towards

Church Avenue until 1956 when

the last wrolly was taken out of
service on Saturday night. The

West End and Sea Bcach train

lines that went through Boro
Park were  decorated by

photographs of Miss Subway
contestants.

The enclosed photograph was
taken by Rabbi Roy Chavkin,
father of the two children. He
was a ileacher {(Rcbbe) in
Yeshiva Toras Emes for over 40
years and retired about ten years
ago.

Sincerely

Darla Chavkin

(718) 332-6209

VOLUME II of
“t REMEMBER BORO

PARK” COMPLETED

Volume I of “I remember
Boro Park” including all the
articles frony 1988-1995 has now
been completed. Reference
copies of this volume are
available at the following library
branches: Boro Park, 1265 43¢d
Street, Mapleton, 1702 60ih
Street, Central Library - Grand |
Army Plaza, Brooklyn Historical
Society, Bore Park Historical
Society and ihe Library of |

Congress.
The 214 page volume,
including all  the anicles

published within those ycars and
professionally bound in hard
covers (library bound), was
produced by Mr. Dario §.
Marotia, an officer of the Boro
Park Historical Society. The

1997

copyrighted volume includes a
comprehensive table of contents
and a comprehensive index. All
the work and expenditures
involved were contributed by

Mr. Marotta. He also contributed
the volumes to the B.P.H.S. and
to the various library branches.
This was not a commercjal
venture, but one undertaken to

help preserve and make
available a source of local
history for students and '

researchers. A few extra copies
were published and will be
available at the cost price of $35
to those interested parties who
are first to request them by
sending a check to B.P.H.S. /o
Jacque Friedman 4424 2th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220.
Volume 1 of “I Remember
Boro Park™ containing all the
articles published between the
years 1976-1987 was  also
produced by Mr. Marotta and

copies were donated to the same
libraries listed above. Many
students requesting information
about Boro Park are referred (o
these volumes; We and the
communily are indebted (0 Mr.
Dario S. Marotta for making this
important contribution towards
preserving and publicizing the
history of our community.
¢ JOIN

Help preserve,
research, photograph and
publish the history of this
community. You can help
by submitting your own
memories and family his-
tories, photos and other
memorabilia. You can also
help support the work and
expenses involved by join-
ing the B.PHS., or send-
ing tax-exempt donations.
Membership is $5 a year
($3 retired), $10 business
or organization. Life mem-
bership is $100, or $200
business or organization.
Send to B.PH.S.,, 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
11219.
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1 REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

A STUDY OF
BORO PARK
PART IIT

(The following
Swdy of a Neighborhood” was
written by Barbara Peariman

{(now Levine) in May 1953 as a |

course requirement at Brooklyn
College. This is the last of three
installments.)

MENORAH MASONIC
TEMPLE

This is a large building on 14
Avenue, between 50th and S1st
Swects. Weddings, dances, and
other social functions are held in
several  ballrooms in  the
building. In the basement, there
are four bowling alleys, reached
by a separate entrance, This
entrance is a hangow populated
by adolescents by day as well as

by evening. In the same room as
the bowling alleys, there are
billiard and pool tables, and a
bar, dispensing hard and soft
drinks. The entire room is dimly
lighted. It is safe to say there are
usually more youngsters outside
than there are inside. Pool is
more popular than bowling,
except when girls come o bowl
m groups, or with dates. It is
"0.K." for most youngsters in
the neighborhood to hang around
or bowl at Menorah. The
teenagers are from 15-19 years
old.

YOUNG MEN'S &
WOMEN'S HEBREW
ASSOCIATION

The Y.M & W H.A. is a three
story building with a basecment
and  wirc-enclosed roof. The
administration longs for a larger
building with some ground space

.to house more activilies jn

report “A:

1

answer 1o neighborhood nceds.

High-school youngsiers
belong to the Intermediate
group. The fee, $5.00 per year,
enlitles a member 1o us¢ the
gymnasium, swimming pool,
and ping-pong room. If a club
wants the use of a small room
for regular tneetings, it must
meet the rules of having each of
its members become a tY™
member, and of accepting an
advisor provided by the “Y™.
More girls than boys have such
an arrangement.

The “Y” sponsors basketball
teams. These boys compete in
inter-Y toumaments, and with
other  organizations.  These
games alract large groups of
teen-aged spectators.

Other activities sponsored by

the “Y" are interest or hobby |
groups. These youngsters meet °

during the week for cralls,
dramatics, and dancing. Music
classes in most instruments are
held at reasonable fees. All
activities  are under  the
supervision of trained recreation
leaders, social workers, school
teachers, and volunteer college
students.

The “Y” draws its largest
crowd of adolescents on the
night it is closed, Friday night.
Boys and girls, 12-15 years old
converge on the area, many from
surrounding neighborhoods.
They talk, flin, chase ¢ach other
and sit on the steps of the “Y™

and of Temple Emanual next,

door, Occasionally, a squad car

appears 1o break up the crowd.
Scout troops meet in the “Y*,

FEBRUARY %8,
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YOUNG ISRAEL
SYNAGOGUE
The congregation of 1his
orthodox synagague is
predominately  youthful.  Of

especial intercst is the group of
about 50 boys of high-school |
age who conduct their own
services in a small, separace
room on Saturday mornings.
During ihe week, several
¢lubs sponsored by Young Israel
{a national organization) meet

with a teader. The clubs are
either boy's or girl’s groups on
the adolescent level, Most ot the
members come (rom orthodox
Jewish homes. $3.00 per year
entitles the youngsier 1o a junior
membership  status  in the
congregation and use of Ihe
gymnasium, as well as club
membership. The synagogue is
generous  with s facilites.
Several other organizations,
unaffiliated with Y.I., meet here.

The *Schields”, a boy’s
group, is one of the largest and
most poputar clubs. lts main
interest is basketball.

LOEW’S 46 STREET

This is a chain-theatre. All
the movies shown are selected
by the main offices. Tecnagers®
attend in large numbers on
Friday nights and on Sawurday
afternoons, between 3:00 and
5:00 PM.

A new show starts on
Sunday, and ends on Saturday.

—
away from the Boro-Park

theatre,

SCHEDULE FOR
THE MONTH OF APRIL
“Road to Bali & ““Savage”
*Above and Beyond” &
Confidentially Connie™
“Stooge* & “Tropic Zone"
“Story of Three Loves” &
“Gunasmoke”
“Sands of lwo Jima™ & “Lady
from Louisiana”
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r ILOEW’'S BORO-PARK
Schedule for the month of April

Monday, Apr. |-Sunday. Apr. 5
Monday, Apr. 6-Saturday, Apr. |
Sunday, Apr 12 ~Tuesday, Apr. 14

Wednesday, April 15-Sun., Apr. 19
Monday, Apr. 20-Tuesday, Apr. 21
Wednesday., Apr. 22-Sar. Apr. 25

Sunday, Apr. 26-Thursday, Apr. 30

“Niagra™. “ Something for the Birds™
“Perer Pan”, “Cautle Tawn™

“The Man Behind The Screen”,

Abbott and Costella meet Caplain Kidd™
“1 Don't Care Gin”, “1'll Get You™

“On the Riviera”, “The Black Swan™
“Tonight We Sing

“Aana" “Gambler and ihe Lady"

YMHA YWHA- an 14ih Avenue between 49ih & 50ih Swreats.
Note two way traffic and tront of building as it looked before
renovations.

e

Loews Baro Park - located on the camer of Naw Utrecht Avenus
and 51si Streat. Post offica is now localed on that site.

teen-agers go 10 the “Born™
PN sunday afternoons As a
neighborhood theatre, it is nat
exciling enough for dates on
Friday and Saturday evenings.
This theatre had suffered from
televisionitis. and has 1o close its
balcony, Sawrday afternoons,
lceﬁ-agcd boys and gids avoid
their younger hrothers and sister.
W{)n ace attracied by contests and
prizes, by not aending.

“FOOTNOTES”
COMMENTS
TO THIS THREE
PART REPORT

The hand drawn outline map
included in the report covers the
area of Boro Park between 13th
and 161th Avenues and beiween
48th and S58th Streets. The
lollowing are some of the
locations indicated on the map,
which are no longer present.

I. Amenican Legion POST -

locawed on 16th Avenue

{West Side) between 48th

Sireet and 49th Sueet over

the stores. Probably where

the Belzer and Poalei

Agudah shuls are now

located.

Market - locared on 16th

Avenue {Easc Side) between

51 and 52 Sueets where the

Lakewood Minyan is now

located.

3. Marcus Candy Store -
located on L&th Avenue
{West Side)} comer 52nd
Streer where Herbst Optician
is now locared.

4. Store factories on 16th
Avenue (East Side) between
54 and 35 Street, where the
new Gerer Yeshivah is now

laeated

w

Bar - Located on 16th
Avenue (West Side) between
54 and 53 Suects, opposite
the Gerer Yeshiva.

6. Public Library - Boro Park
branch. on 13th Avenue
{East Side) between 32 and
53 Sueet probably where
Jerusalem Meat and Quality
Dress are now located.

7. Bowling - located on 15th
Avenue (West Side) between
52 and 33 Sureets above
Si0rEs.

8. Church ang small cemetery

on 13th Avenue (S W,

comer) and 51 Swrect where

Waldbaums and then Dime

Savings Bank were locaied.

(¢ is now under construction.

W
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Y. Yeshiva Etz Chaim {(Hebrew
Instituie of Boro Park) on
13th Avenue (West Side)
between 50 and S1 Steets,
full block.

10. Edgewood Church on 14th
Avenue (West Side) between -
53 and 54 Sureets, oppasite
former P.S. 103 (which is
now Beth Rachel School.)

11. Young Isracl Building and
Talmud Torah Shomrei
Emunah, located at 1363 50
Street where Yeshiva Viznitz
1S now Jocated.

12. Loews 46th Streel, discussed
in the article, was Jocated on
New Utrechi Avenue {not on
the inserted map) between 45
and 46 Strecis where
Rubinstein & Klein fumnirure
store was located until
recently. IUis currently the
Jocation of Regal Fine
Furmiture.

LEAH HARRIS
GOLDSTAND

Leah Harris Goldstand, who

had moved to Boro Park when
she was six months old, took up
permanent residence in Israel on
October 30, 1996. Her father.
Herman [larris, was one of the

founders of the. Ef2 Ghaim .

Yeshiva (13th Avenue, S0th 10
51st Strects — demolished) also
known as the Hebrew Institute
of Boro Park. Etz Chaim was
one of the first modem,
Zionist-oriented yeshivas; some
classes were taught in Hebrew,
Etz Chaim's secular courses
were also held in high repute.

Mrs. Goldstand and  her
family were atdent Zionists. She
was a member of the Boro Park
chapter of the Zionist
Organization of America, the
Boro Park chapter of Amit
women, the Boro Park chapter of
Hadassah, and the Boro Park
chapter of B'nai B'rith. She
auended the Young Isracl-RBethel
synagogue.

»
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Young Israel building, then at 1363 - 50th Sireel. # al;o housed
the Shomrei Emunah Talmud Torah. Now it is the location of the
Yeshiva Viznitz. Nola old streat light post {lamp post).

Boro Park Bowling localed on Naw Utrecht Avenue and 5_2nd
Streel, next to Losws Boro Park. Arman Terrace wedding halt is now
on that site.

Her sister, the late Hanpah
Hamis, was also a long-lime
Boro Park resident. Miss Harmis
was a leading Hebrew-school
kindergarten tcacher and the
author of several books on the
subject.

Mrs. Goldstand was  the
cousin of the late Moshe
Brilliant, a former resident of
Boro Park and an
correspondent for the New York
Times,

Mrs. Goldstand moved 10
Israel with her son. Harvey, her
daughter-in-law, and her three
young grandchildren. They will
live in Jerusalem

LUCHLLE POSNER

Dear Dr. Kipust:
You are 10 be commended for

Isracl -

the uniformiy high standards of
the “1 Remember Boro Park”
column, year in and yecar oul
Many people have mentioned
how much they cnjoy reading

“thefe reminiscences of carly

Boro Park.

I would like 10 correct 2
statement in  the interesting
articke by Darla Chavkin,

wherein she states that, during
the 1950's, a MeCrory's five and
dime store was located across
the street from Woolworth's on
13th Avenue and 4gd Street.
Actually, there was a Kresge's
five and dime store across the
street from Woo!worth's -~ lhcre
was never a McCrorys siore in
Boro Park.
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Many people still remember
that, in the 1950%s, G & Sons
was G & S and Sons. Mr S. later
sold his share of the siore 10 Mr.
G. It was not, however, 2 "small
store,” although it did expand
later on.

Re: the phow of three boys
standing on Lhe comer of 53ed
Street and 14th Avenue, which
accompanied Barbata Peariman
Levine’s anicle. The caption
says ihe buildings across the
street  are  former  buildings.
Actually, the building on the
exweme left is sull standing, but
the sccond house from the left
was recently demolished and
another house erected in s
place.

I remember the Wonder store
on 13th Avenue and about 43rd
Street, which sold yard goods. In
Junior High School, whenever
we had a sewing project, most of
the girls bought material from
Wonder's. With what deliciovs

delight did [ touch the various
bolis of cotton and with what
pleasure did I decide on a caolor!
Unfortunately, my
never  lived wp 10 my
expeciations and | must admit
that my greatest accomplishment
was buying the material!
LUCILLE POSNER
(Ed. we thank Lucille Posner.
an officer of the Boro Park
Historical Society for her long
listswg of inleresting comments
and conuibution.)

creations !

ADDITIONAL
BORO PARK
MEMORIES

Roy Chavkin's Aunt's family
lived originally in Bora Park but
moved 1o Brownsville because
thcre was no Yeshivah in Boro
Park for her two brothers, Jack
and Oscar Goldman 1o auend.
He rccalls hearing a siory about
a Chassidik man who wanted to
move (0 Boro Park {rom
Williamsburg. When he asked
his Rebe if it was allright to
move since Boro Park was only
18 minutes iway, his Rebc
veplicd thar 18 minutes was all
the time needed for Matzah to be
spoiled!

Yeshivah Toras Emes siarled
classes in a small house on 15th
avenue & 471h strect. Later this
house was replaced with n
apartment  house where  Rav
Arron Kotler
family resided a1 one time. On
12th Avenue and 40th sircet
there was a Lubavitch Shul
which housed some Toras Emcs
classes. Rabbi Dr. Shormm of
Temple Beth El was then a
teacher in Toras Emes. Toras
Emes got its own budding on
12th avenue between 45 and
44th street. This building may
have originally been a hospital.
When Toras Emes moved 10 its
next building on 43ed  street
between 13&14ith  avenue,
Yeshivah Beer Shmul took aver
iheir old building on  [2th
avenuc. The building next door
was originally a church and was
later suld and became the First
Yeminte Congregation.
Eventutily Toras Emes moved
10 its present building on 56th
street.

Rebes who laught in Toras
Emes for decades of devoted

service 10  generations  of

children included Rabbi Blech, ‘

* FEBRUARY 138,
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Rabbi Roy <Chavkin, Rabbi
Danzig. Rabbi Mendel
Geldwinh, Rabbi Ritter, Rabbi

Ritterman, Rabbi Schiff, Rabbi
toshua Silbeemintz ZT"L, Rabb:
Benyomrin Suger, Rabbi
Weinberger, Rabbi  (Shiman?)
Weiss, Rabbi Dr. Arnold Wolf
and Rabbi Dovid Yarmush. Baro
Parkers who were among the
carliest students of Toras Emes
who became Rosh Yeshivahs,
cducators and oulstanding
personalitics in communitics

the United States

[srach and :
include. Rabb: Shlomie
Braunstein, Rabbi Yosef Dov
Friedman, Rabbt Osher Zelig
Fricdman, Rabbi Avi Gold,

Rabbi Aaron Jofen ZT L, Rabbi
Dovid Orlowek and Rabbi
Noach Orlowek,

Jan Picrce grew up in Boro

Partk in a corner house on 9th
averue and 45th sireet. Roy
Chavkin and his family lived on
this block ycars later.
Unbecknown 10 them was a
second cousin living around the

corner from them - whom they
ncver knew exisied. This cousin
was bom in Galicia and left wo
Palestine before World War 1 -
(decades afler his aunt who
became Roy Chavkin's
grandmother-in-law Immigrated
to the U.S. from Galicia in
[207). There was no contact
between these famitics for more
than scventy ycars until a family
member doing  geneological
research found this cousin. The
familics were separated for
generations, (wo World Wars,
several continents and ended up
living one block away from each

other in Boro Park!

{We thank Darla Stone for
this and her previews interesting
article of Jan. 97. We'd like to
point out that there are mauy
more famous Roshei Yeshivos
who were among the earliest
stidents of Toras Emes).

pasen STovE

|
|
|
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BORO PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
4707 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11219

ANNUAL REPORT TO MEMBERS AND CONCERNED PEOPLE

Thank you Con Edison for a modest grant. The money was used to
purchase valuable photos for the archives. During the year there were also
people who donated memorablia to the BP Historical Society.

We had our annual showing of photographs at the Boro Park Public
Library 43rd Street and 13th Avenue. We were also called by many school
children and college students and The New Standard Publication called up us
for many valuable photos. It was a beautiful feature showing historical
moments in Boro Park.

Dr. Philip Kipust was available to provide infoermation to various groups
wanting information. The Second Volume of our Book - I Remember Boro
Park was edited and printed thru the kindness of Dario Marotta.

We enlarged on the Life Membership Program and to date we have the
following members. Mrs. Leah Levine, Jacque Friedman, Dr. Philip Kipust,
Paul Lindenblat, Fredi Berkowitz, Dr. Victor Genco, The Reichman Famiily,
Daniel Dube, all contributed $100.00 for Life Membership in the Society.
Boro Park Community News, Quality Equipmeny Fairmont Funding and now
Maimonides Medical Center as organizations contributed $200 for life
membership. Life Membership for organizations and businesses are $200 and
for private individuals $100.00 . WHY NOT BE A MEMBER - Join Today.

Many new pieces of furniture were received and our Mini-Museum is
beginning to take shape. Volunteers are needed to hang pictures and in
general to help. Thanks and appreciation to Michael Friedman, our
LANDLORD FOR HIS SUPPORT.

Jacque Friedman - President.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

ani{:l:e :E:,l::v mi lsH:l::;:Zi Yanka and l.!ncle Dovid Penuner,

survivor who came to live in went 1 Bes!m and were able to
Boro Park) ' obtain an itlegal, forged visa

Glr:iA (REGINA) from Berlnn: via Colqgnc 10
ROSENMUND Brussels. They then lived. in |
BIEGELEISEN Antwerp for ten months waiung !

Gina Ro nd Biegelei for a visa to the U:S.A. Through
1 relalives in America they were |

was ane of (he fortunate
survivors of the Holocaust who
settled in Boro Park. She was ;

borm in Poland and as an infant. system. They were e
sctiled in  Vienna with ther be Polish subjects and o i
parents Eli  and Dvorah to enter under the Pollslfs Vi
Rosenmund. She was a young but had 1o wait for their turm.
child when Hitler came to power THER felallves _had bl T
but remembers the people affidavits agreeing (0 Sponsor
rounded up and sent away (o andlcar;‘ forlh;m' of 1940 their
congentration camps. Then came - Z SP‘;'th e GG
Kristalnacht and the great fear e ?red Thg (sayil for
among the Jewish people. She: ﬁnaily' i he F Y S: higlthe
vecalls that at that time the. Americd ’ont .rent:h SuiP th
Jewish children were no longer ?a":,pislfn.b[:u:a‘:gfule(o :voiz

srmitted " stup had 1o :
permitted 10 attend  public U-Boats (German Submarines).

able 10 obtain legal visas under |
the American immigration quota

schocls but could attend Jewish In fact, their trip was the last onc
schools. The gentiles no longes for the Champlaign. On its next
spoke 1o the Jews and wouldn’t voyage 10 America it was sunk
employ Jewish workers, by the submarines.

Austria was occupied by When they arrived in the
Hitler in March 1938. In Sept. U.S.A. Gina's mother borrowed
1939 when the war broke out, a nickel in order to call her aunt .
hgr family had escaped [rom and notify her relatives that they
Vienna, which was already indeed actually arrived in the
unde; Hider’s rule since (938, to U.S.A. Her aunt lived in Boro
Belg,um. . ' Park and when her aunt came 10

Gina’s father, who was a . pick them up they were brought '
Hgbrew teacher, had already left to Boro Park Io live temporarily
Vienna in 1938 in order to say with her aunt and uncle and
goodbye to his brother in family. The family’s name was
Czechoslovakia. There he was * ; Popover and they lived at 1658

able to obtain a visa 1o Belgium. $0ih Street. Gina started school
HeA remained in Belgium and at P.§. 180 located at 56th Sueet
waited for Gina.and her mother
to amrive, The Belgian consulate
in  Czechoslovakia gave' a
dumber of Belgian visas to Jews. obtain a job as a Hebrew =
Her father was one af (he in Philadelphia and they moved
fortunate few to receive one. 10 Philadelphia.
Gina, her mother, Aunt

-

and 16th Avenue, They lived
there until her father was able to

199

In 1945 right after the war her
father was offcred a position in
New York City so they moved
back 1o Boro Park. They moved
to 5205 13th Avenue, above a
store and near the library.

When they moved back to
Boro Park Gina just started High
School and auended New
Utrecht High School. She then

attended Brookiyn College and

her marriage o Shlomo
Bicgeleisen in 1952.

Gina’s parents then moved (o
the apartment building at 1320
S1st Street where they lived for
the remainder of their lives. Her
father Eli was deceased in 1981
and her mother Devora was
deceased in 1983,

When Gina and Shiomo
Bicgeleisen were warried in
1952 they moved to 450 Ocean
Parkway. In 1957 they moved
back to Boro Park to 1634 53¢d
Street where they have lived
ever since. When they first
moved 1o this location Gina said

\ there were only a few Orthodox
Jewish families living on the
block. She remembers the
Freundlich, Karmel, Goldberg
and Niger Families. Most of the
people who lived on the block
were Italians. Now almost ali the
people living on the block are

Orthodox Jews. In those days no
one would wear their tablis in the
street and no one wore Chassidic
clothes in the street in Boro
Park. Very few Jewish men wore
black hats then.

Shlomo Biegeleisen and his
father and brother were in the
Hebrew book business. Their
business was originally lovaied
in their home at 1427 53rd
Street. It was later established on
the lower East Side and again
moved back to Boro Park in
1980 10 4409 16th Avenue.

.Tived at the same location until -
i
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Shlomo arnd Gina had three

children, Shelley, Yosef and

Shimmy. Shelley  anended

Shulamith and sthe boys attended’

Yeshiva Torah Emes in their
elementary grades. All three
were married from their present
address. Shelley married Shlomo
Berger - a Boro Park resident.
He also antended Yeshiva Toras
3 Emes and then Kamenitzer High
School. His phote is on the first
' Pirchei record. He is an attorney
now. After their mamage they
lived on 50th Strect between
12th and 13th Avenues and them
moved to Flatbush.

Yossie is also an atiomey. He
married Devora Gross and
moved to Riverdale. They now
live in Flatbush.

Shimmy is a compuler
programmer. He married Miriam
Stemn and moved 10 Flatbush.

In the early years of their
marriage, even when Lhey lived

-on  Ocean Parkway Gina's

husband Shiomo atiended prayer
services regularly at the Sfas
Emes Shul 1339 42nd Street
until the Belzer Shul opened in
1957, (Ceng. Chasidet  Belz).
Tee @Belz Shul first started in a
smal* store on 16th Avenue
belw en 47th Sweet and 481h
Sircet {West Side), in what was
presicusly an egg store. Larer
(1958 or 1959) they purchased
their present building a1 4814
I6th Avenue and used only the
upstairs. In the store downstairs
the tenant sold venetian blinds.
Some time later when the store
became vacant the building was
renovaled and the men’s shul
was made downstairs and the
woman's shul upstairs.

Some of the memories of
Bore Park that Gina recalled
were the business changes.
When she lived a1 5205 13th
Avenue, the siores on her side
stanting from 52nd Swreet were

5201 - Grocery Store {(Now
Goldstein Bros. Grocery).

5203 - Charlie’s Fruit Siore
(Now endause-ivaterfred) A a/

5205 - Pegpy’s Candy Store
{Now Landaus Health Food}

5209 - Bakery (Now Strauss
Bakery)

5211 - Library (Now divided
into two siares - In A Nutshell
and Jerusalem Meat and Poultry.

5213 - Library (Now Quality
Dress Shop)

5215 - Library (Now Holffy's
Electronics)

When she first came 10 B.P,
in 1940 and lived at 1658 5(xh
Sureet. She remembers some of
the stores in that area on the
comer of 50th Street and 16th
Avenue, where Bochner’s is now
located, there was a small
grocery then named Isaacs &
Bros., the next store was a
Chinese laundry, next  was
Lefkowitz butcher, next was a
bicycle fepair store, next a
furrier, then a candy store, next a
hardware store (Tillie's) and
then on the comer of Sist there
was anolther grocery store,
Cooper’s. Cooper's Grocery on
the comer of Slst Sirect later
became  Heftler's Plumbing
Store and how is a jewelry slore.

When she aitended P.S. 180
in 1940 she recalls that most of
the area residents beyond 50th
Sueet were ltalians, very few
Jews lived there. Dr. Julian lived
in the comer house at 160} 53rd
Street where Max Wasser and
family now live. Dr. Julian's"
wife was a teacher at P.S. 180.

Some memories of  her

current tesidence at $3rd Street
include the following: The
previous owner of her home al
1634 53rd Street was Mary
Metlito. The block was almost all
lIialian when she moved there
now it is all Jewish. Nordlich
owned the grocery slore on the
N.E. comner of [6th Avenue and
53rd Street,

There was a small food
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market on 16th Avenue between
52nd and 53rd Sueet which later
became a mavie sales store and
is naw the Lakewood Minyan
Synagogue. There was 2 candy
store on every comer and some
blocks had twn. There was 2
Chinese Laundry on the comef
of $1st Sueet and 16th Avenue,

now there is a Beeper Store.
Gina has seen the many
changes in B.P. during her 57
year residence here.  She
appreciates these changes much
mote than the changes she
witnessed as a child in Europe
and is forever grateful for having
been saved farm the Holocaust.

, . BORO PARK REUNION

IN ISRAEL
Dear Dr. Kipust,

We had another Boro Park
Reunion in Israel on Octaber 12,
1996, We had a weckend gel
logether at Kibutz Chofetz
Chaim. We’'ve had several Boro
Park Reunions in previous years
which you wrole abaut in your
column.

The present visiting and
former Boro Parkers now living
in Israel, who atlended this
reunion, as shown in the
enclosed photos are: M/M
Zoltan Weiss, Manya Tumer,
Balya Lerner, M/M Al Malek,
M/M Emst Ruvel, M/M Moshe
Brodetzky, M/M Ben Broitman,
M/M Louis Safer, MMM Jemry
Fogel, M/M Moshe Elefant,
MM Gedion Elefant, M/M
Moshe Sanders, M/M  lzzy
Schmel!, M/M Max Wasser,
lean Fogel, Ann Stausky, M/M
Manny Wolman and yours truly
Abe and Edith Licberman. Joe

. and Ruth Aron dropped in to

stay hello.

We've had these Boro Park
. reunions almost every year for
the past 1ten years. The
participants enjoy TFeminiscing
about Bero Park their mutual
acquaimances, old memories and
how the community has
changed.
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Sams of the Boro Parkers in Israel at recent Reunion. Left 1o
Aidh Edith & Abe Lieberman (Netanya), Joa & Ruth Aaron
(Rechovot), Max & Rose Wassar (visiting}, Al & Rivka Malek
{Jerusalem)

Enclosed also is a pictore of
myself, Edith Licberman, wile
of Abraham Lieberman, mother
of fonas, Sammy, Urie, Jacob
and Joel. All our boys attended
Yeshiva Toras Emes.

My parents were Mr. and
Mrs. David Bochrer, who first
owned Elegant Clothes, the first
Shomrei Shabbat men's clothing
siore on |31h Avenuc opposite
Woolworth and  Farmfood
{owned by cousin Moshe
Bochner who later took over
Famous). During the war the

store became Edith’s Hosiery,
and was the first and only one 10
carry Nylon stockings.

My husband Abe, had a
cabinet making shop on 4lst
Street and 16th Avenue and he
made furnilure frames for
upholsierers and stores. In 1971
we all went on Aliyah giving up
everylbing. Al the lime [ was a
leacher of Health and Physical
Education in Brooklyn Central
and Esther Schoenfeld H.S. on
the East Side. The majority of
the students were from Boro
Park. Quite a few now live in
Israe), and we had a reunion of
Ceniral Girls in Jerusalem the
day of the Jerusalem bus attack.
One hundred and 1wenly-five
girls showed up.

As a teenager, tilt  married. i
was the leader and organizer of
Betar Brooklyn. Miriam Baume!
whose son is missing since the
Lebanese War, was a member
of my group. (Her name was
Miriam Turetzki).

After working for close o a
year as swimming instructor in
the Y.M.C.A. in Jerusalem {the
Jewish Y would not hire me, as 1
did noi speak Hebrew welly [
started work at Laniado Hospital
in Netanya {where we¢ had
moved to} and I have been there
ever since, going on 24 years,
the longest serving employee of
the Medical Center. [ organized,
in 1973, even before the hospital
opened 10 the Public, the
Netanya Friends of the Hospital.
To date the group still functions,
now called Netanya supporiers.
The foliowing former Boro
Parkers arc aclive members.
Erances Adler, Ester Reinman,
Jacob and Estcr Rosenbaum and
Adelle Weinberger, Mr. and
Mrs. Laszo Solomon and Pearl
Paneth, the formet wife of

Morris Pancth who is unberufen
94 years old, and visits my hame

every Shabbal.
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Lhe picture enclosed 1s ol the
affaic where the workers of the
hospilal were honored for the
service and 1 was chosen to be
“The Homorec" for being the
longest employed.

A year ago | was honored by
Valike Betar for my service to
the Parly, and three years ago 1
was recognized as hoporary
citizen of Netanya for my
voluntary contribution in the
field of health, Allyah: and
general goodwill.

| guess you have cnough to
write about - - specially so, since
I have kept Bora Park alive and
thriving in Isarel.

Fondly
Edith Lieberman
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JACK VERSCHLEISER

PASSES ON

The name Jack (Yaakov)
Verschieiser (Rip) should be
familiar to the readers of this
column. He was very much a
part of the history of Boro Park
and conuibuted  historicat
information to this column, and
to the videco of Boro Park,
several times in the past.

The funerat services for Yack
Verschieiser (RIP) took place on
Sunday, Feb. 16, 1997 at
Shomer Hadaas Chapels focated
at 14th Avenue and 39th Street.
He had passed away the previous
night.

An  overflowing  crowd-
attended the funeral services,
The eulogies Jasted for more
than two hours. A long
procession of cars accompanied.
the hearse through the busy |
Sunday afternoon 13th Avenue
and other streets of Boro Park on
the way to the cemetery. The
hearse passed and stopped (in a
final farewell) at several of (he
Boro Park Synagogues and
Yeshivos which Me.
Verschleiser helped 10 found and.
suppott.

Sack Verschiciser armived in
Boro Park as a young boy of.
seven, with his family from
Vienna, in 1920, and lived in
Boro Park, with one interruption,
cver since. In 1940 Jack married
Ida Kramer, a Boro Park girl,
whose family tived in Boro Park
since §925. The Kramer Family
history in Boro Park also
appeared in this column a
number of ycars ago. During the
war years, soon after (their
marriage, from 1941 to 1946
they lived in San Francisco, the
only interruption to their fong 77
year residence in Boro Park.

Mr. Verschleiser was 4 well
koown  and well  liked
phifanthropist in the community
and a supporter, founder and
member of a number instilutions
in Boro Park. Those institutions
include First Cong. Anshei Sfard
at 4502 14th Avenue, Cong.
Shomrei Emupah at 5202 l4th
Avenue, Cong. Beth El at 15th
Avenues and 48th  Streel,
Radziner Beth Medrash at 1344

J4Uh dlicet, 3esluva loras Emes
+ Kamenitiz at 1650 56th Street,
Ohel Children’s Home at 4510
16th Avenue, Guardians of the
Sick at 5216 I1th Avenue,
Cong. Sfas Emes a1 1339 42nd
Succt, and Kolel Tanikov
{Babad) at 1452 55th Strect.
There were numerous  other
institutions in and out of B.P.
that he generously helped,

His family lived in several
different locations in Boro
Park his last residence, where his
wife 1da still resides, was at
1439 55th Street, His son
Yisroe! and family live in
Lakewood, NJ, his son Ari and
family and daughter Henny (who
is mammed to Rabbi Pinchos
Kahn) and family live in
Flatbush.

The burial ook place in Beth
David Cemetery in Queens in
the section belonging 10 First
Cong. Anshie Sfard.
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HELP PRESERVE THE
HISTORY OF B.P.
You can help preserve the .
pride and history of Boro Park.
You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own memories, photos and
other memorablia. You can help
also by becoming a member of
the Boro Park Historical Society
- only $5 per year ($3 retired of
student) $10 - for business or
organization, or by making a
contribution. Send malterials 10
B.P.HS. 4707 |13th Avenuve,
Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

ANOTHER STUDY
OF BORO PARK
The following report, “A
Swwdy of A Community”, was
writlen in Jan, 1951 as part of a
course requirement. The Course,
Ed. 3272, was taken at,
Brooklyn College  Graduate |
School under Prof. Gavian.
Following a similar report
camed in 1his column during the
last three issues, and well
received by our readers, we
decided 10 use excerpts of this
repont as well, fo help round out
the description and portrayal of
this community, as it appeared in
the early fifties. This is the first
of two parts.
COMMUNITY
IDENTIFICATION
Boro Park is a community in
Brooklyn which is a little over a
mile long in all directions. To

the¢ Nonh it faces the famous
" Flalbush section: to the South it
faces Bensonhurst, 1o the West,
Sunset; and toa  (the East
Midwood. Although there are no
natural boundaries separaling
Boro Park from the other
sections and only between it and
Flatbush is there any semblance
of a boundary line in the form of
an elcvated line, 1he peopie
living there or in the surrounding
sections know very well where
they are. In fact the people in
Boro Park, generally, are so
proud and conscious of their
community - more so than in
mos| communities in Brooklyn -
thal they just “feel it in the air”
when they have to cross the
boundaries into another seclion.
Al first appearance Boro Park
appears to be one of the “better”

sections,

and il probably is.

Although there are a few places
that Jack central heating, in
general the homes are nice and
generally fall into the middle -
middle class. There are also
many homes and families that
are part of the upper-middle and
Jower-upper classes. However, |
doubt whether there are any
inhabitants of this seciion that
belong to the upper-upper or o
the lower-lower class.

In general, Boro Park is a
completely residential section
with several main and local
shopping districts. There are
however, a few small factories in
the vicinity, which are confined
to larger stores. These factory
stores are mostly concentrated
under the elevated trains on New
Utrecht Avenue,

[n my study of the
neighborhood my interest has
been directed mainly towards the
adolescents  living in  the
community. In order to leamm and
understand how ihe adolescents
behave, where they congregate,
what they enjoy doing and the
like, I first had to make a brief
study of the structure of the
community in general. The
following pages will give an
insight, although meager in
comparison (o
famous  studies
Elmtown’s youth, into the
pattern of behavior of the
adolescents in Boro Park. It is
only after finishing my own
studies that I can appreciate the
amounlt of work, skill, ingenuity

such as

and above ail time, required to
make a real thorough study of a
community as depicted in some
of the famous <community

studies.
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some of the .

DEVELOPMENT OF
BORQ PARK
Boro Park is a relatively new
community in Brookiyn, About
25-30 years ago there were small

farms and gardens in many
places. Many paris were
underdeveloped and unbuiit.

Shopping was inconvenient and
required long watking distance
from saome places. There were
many [tatian immigrants settled
here and many Jews. As New
York City stanted 0 receive
more  settlers, the various
underdeveloped sections such as
Boro Park became popuiated and
settled. New homes, apartment
houses, stores, schools etc.
started going up and Borg Park
was starting to fill in its
“britches”. The development of
these sections then was probably

very similar to the development .

of new sections in Long Island
now.

Boro Park now is a different
picture. It is practically busting
at its seams. Every avatilable plot
of ground has been built upon.
There are probably only about 4
small plots of ground vacant in
the entire section large enaugh
to build privace hames upon. Qut
of these, I know that 2 belong to
private institutions that are
irying to save up money to huild
on them. The other two [ don't

know who own nor why they
weren't built upon. Many of my
acquatntances in different
sections have been looking for
rooms in Boro Park because it is
considered to be one of the
better and nicer sections. Even 1,
whao was born and bred in this
sectian, and who have a strong
attachment to it and to its
inhabitants, was forced to take
rooms in a different section
remporarily, now that [ am
getting mamied, until T can get
tooms here.
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Not only is Boro Park so
crowded, but even the
population  distribution  has
changed. There has been a great
influx of Jewish scttlers, many
arc immigrants from other
countries and many from other
sections of the city. Because of
this the population of Boro Park
is probably close o 70% Jewish
and is onc of the lasgest Jewish
communities in the world. The
remainder of the population is
composed of a pgreat desl of
Italians.

CINEMAS

There are  seven  Movie
Theatres in the vicinity under
siudy. They range from the
Loews 46th - the best thealre - to
Ihe Garden, which is about the
worst. Aside from the 3 bowling
alleys and five pool parlors,
these theatres are the only means
of commercial entertainment in
the neighborhoed. On “dates”,
therefore, young people usually

go owl of the neighborhood -
either lo lower Brookiyn or
Manhattan. The younger ones,
slay iz (b wicinily and visit a
a¢!:hhoraood movie.

Yol wimg are samples and
descriplions of the types of
movies shown at the various
theatres.

The Loews 46th and the
Loews Borp Park are the Jargest
movies in the neighborhood. The
46th is somewhat larger than the
Boro Park and it has a balcony
of same size. They are both run
by the Loews chain of theatres
and show the same pictures
except that the 461h shows it a
week carlier than the Boro Park.
These are the theatres visited
frequently by marmried couples
who want o “go out”, or the
adolescents  (from the upper
classes) going in groups or with
their friends. Younger
adotescents and many older ones
also frequenl these theatres. The

price they charge on Sat. & Sun.
Eves is 70 cents.

In interviewing the manager
of the Loews 46th I oblained the
following information. During
the week, he said, there were
never more than S0 adolescents
in the theaire on any one day. On
Friday, Sat. & Sun. nights the
audience was almost entirely
adult. Friday  nights, he
volunlecred, adolescents spend
their time at P.AL. meetings,
“Frats”, or other clubs, while on

Sar  afternoon they usually
played ball.
Sunday sftemoon is the

children’s and adolescents day
with some nine hundred in
altendance. They preferred war,
horse, cowboy, or murder
pictures. The adolescents come
in scparately but usually end up
together in the balcony where
they try to “neck™ until told to
move by the ushers. On the
following pages can be seen the
movie program of the Boro Park
and 46th as they appeared in the
newspaper. The same show s
usually shown for the entire
week. These movie houses den’t
print their own program sheets.

The Windsor theatre, Lhe
Notmandy and the Culver
Theatres are exclusively local
theatres. They are locally owned
and managed and are small
theatres without any balconies.
They show double features and
change their shows 2 or 3 times
a week. Most of the shows from
the Lowes Theatres are shown in
these movies houses several
weeks later. The Culver gets
them first and then they go the
Windsor and Normandie.

I interviewed the manager of
the Normandy Theatre and he
said that the adolescents come 10
the theare mainly on Sat.
aftermoon or Sunday afterncon.
He also thought that most
“Teenagers” spend Friday nights
at clubs, mectings or dances.

Many na longer come because ot
the attraction of Television.
Boys and girls usually enter
separately and meet inside afier
¢ach has paid for his own
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These theatres are frequented
mostly by the lower middle class
crowd and occasionally by the
others wha come to see a picture
that they missed.

The manager didn’t have any
old program sheets but he gave
me a list of some of the past
programs. Adventure, murder,
and cowbay pictlures are stressed
in these theatres.

The Garden Theatre is a small
theatre, situated on New Utrectt |
Avenue beneath the elevated
train. It is a small dingy decrepit
theare  which  shows  the
triple-feature varicty, The shows
consist gencrally of three
pictures - a cowboy, a murder,
and a war piclure. The patons
are from the lower class with
perhaps some youngsters from
the middle class that come lo see
the action pictures. I decided to
visit the Garden theaue and went
there on a Sat. eve. The clientele
was made up largely of adult,
but there were many teenagers
also. The place was very stulfy
and the aroma was not exactly
attractive, People called out to
make remarks at various times
during the show. There were at
Icast two brawls during my stay,
onc between two patrons, and
one belween a patron and an
usher. The manager came and
threatened to put the customer
out. The pictures shown were a
Frank buck piclure, a Tarzan
picture and a cowboy picture.
There was also a Laurel and
Hardy comedy. This type of
program is very typical of this
theatre and it is designed to
cater to & specific type clientele
the sa called “Hoodlum™ type.

The Garden doesn’t print any
programs nor da they advertise
in the papers and 1 couldn’t get a
list of previous shows from the
manager because of lack of time.
However, my description thus
far should give a fair idea of the
type of program shown.

The Radio is a very small
theatre situated on 13th Avenue
in the middle of the shopping
distcict. At one lime it was a
broken, decrepit “joint” that
showed 3 pictures far a dime to

draw the children and lower
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c[ass."lecnagcrs“. About 7 years

480 1t was renovated and now

fealures foreign  pictures in

Italian and Yiddish for the older,

foreign born residents.
, Adolescents rarely visit this

theatre now,

{To be conlinured)

ADELAY BAKST LISS
In 1914, a young woman
named Dorothy (who became
my mother), moved with her
parents, Libby and Simon
Marrow, to an apartment on S4th

Suweer between Llth and 12th
Avenues. At the same time, a
young man named Isaac Bakst
{who became my father) was
living in Brownsville. A
salesman by profession, lsaac
sold commercial-size spools of
thread 0 clothing manufacturers.
In this way, my mother's brother,
Isadore, who had an underwear
factory, met Isaac and
introduced him to Dorothy. In
due course (1916), my Dorothy
and fsaac were married in the

.home of my maternal
grandparents.

My parents” first home was in
a new apartment house on 43rd
Street and 12th Avenue. Tn 1918,
they bought a three-floor, one
family house with ten rooms, at
1335 45th Sueet. My mother’s
parents, the Marrows, occupied
the middle floor. This was my
parents’ last move; they lived in
that house for the rest of their
lives. It was there that my older
sister, Charlotte, was bom, and it
was there that 1 was bomm, in
1919.

My mother bought meal from
Zieselman's kosher butcher on
14th Avenue between 44th and
45th Streets and, later on, from
Tabacoff and Amsterdam kosher
buichers on 13th Avenue and
44(h Street. | remember Kayliss
Bakery, Goldstein's Bakery, and
Renncll's Bakery, all on 13th
Avenue. 1 also remember the
candy store on the comer of 45th
Street and the odd number side
of 14th Avenue.

1 attended P.S. 164, 14th
Avenuc and 43rd Street, Two
teachers whom I remember were
Miss Gambert, my third-grade
reacher, and Miss Massemine. 1
attended Montavk Junior High -
School, 43rd Sucet and 16th
Avenue, from which T graduated
in 1932. My parents were very
attuned (no pun intended) to
music. My sister Charlotte was
given piano lessons and 1 was
given violin lessons. 1 played
violin in the Montauk Jr. High
school orchestra.

From about 1930 to 1985, 1
played violin with the Boro Pack
YM/YWHA Symphony
Orchestra, conducted by Myron
Levite. Abe Hershkowitz was
the Director of the Y at that time
The orchestra had such a good
reputation that people from all
parts of New York City attended
the concerts.

Many famous guest ariists
appeared with the Y orchestra.
The famous pianist, Emanuel
Ax. was still a schaolboy when
he played with the Y orchesun.
Kenneth Gordon, the violinist,
currently with the New York
Philharmonic, also  appcated
with the Y orchestra. In 1981,
the violinist, Nadja Salemo
Sonnenberg, appeared with the
Y orchesta. She gives recitals
all aver the world and appears as
a guest arlist with all the major
orchestras. Samson Guillard, an

oboe player and a Yemenite Jew,
appeared with the Y orchestra.

yHe later played with major

symphony orchestras. Elmar
Oliveira, the violinist {who
gives recitals and appears v_zith
chamber music groups). had just
won [irst prize in 8 musical
conlest when he appeared as a
guest artist with the Y orchestra,
I recently went up to him afler
he appeared in a concert at
Lincoln  Center. ~ When 1
reminded him that we had met
years ago when he appeared with
the Y orchestra, his face lit up.
He clearly recalled the concert!

1997

Some members of the Y
orchestra also played in the Y's
musical comedies, which played
to capacity audiences.

Beginning about 1949 (and
for quite a few years after), the
Y had a music school where
lessons were given in how 1o
play various musical
instruments. Myron Levite was
the director of the music school.
He was a top-noich conductor;
his biography appeared in Who's
Who In Music.

In 1985, a decision was made
to discontinue the Y orchestra.
The glorious days of the Y
orchestra were ended!

About two years ago, 1
resumed my violin lessons. My
teacher is Aron Pichkhadze, who
lives in Boro Park. The violin
has given me a lifetime of
pleasure. 1 am a member of the
Kingsborough College

.Symphony Orchestra, which

gives periodic concerts.

When I was young, 13th
Avenue had many fine stores.
On languid summer days, I
sirolled up and down 13th
Avenué with my sister Charlotte
and our friends, looking in the
store windows. There was Home
Beautiful, a fumiture store;
Bushell's and Morrell's, women's
dress shops: and Buanyland and
Tobias, children’s  clothing
stores. Of course, we always
made a tour of Woolworth, a
variety store, 4318 13th Avenue,
and Kresge, another variety
store, at 4402 13th Avenue. We
looked at every item, from -
almond bars, through make-up,
through toys, and finished up
with zippers.
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I also remember some other
13th Avenue stores, such as the
Famous Datcy Restaurant,
between 48th and 49th Sirecls,
and Skilowitlz Delicatessen,
between 49th and 50th Strect.
Lofts candy store, one of a
chain, was on 46th Strect. All of
the above were on the cven
number side of 13th Avenue.
There were several shoc stores,
such as AS. Beck and Thom
McAnn (both chain stores) and
Markell's.

The date of October 14, 1944
wil remain in my memory
forcver. It was on that day that
my cousin, Lucille Richman, a
longtime (and cument) resident
of Boro Park, gave a party in her
home. Among the people she
invited was her friend, Hannah
Unger (a Boro Park resident).
Since Hannah has always
belicved that a good man is hard
to find and an extra man is
always welcome, she invited a
feltow named George Liss to the
party. 1 discovered that George
enjoys reading, music, he
theater,  crossword  puzzles
(which he docs with a pen) and
solving math problems. Because
of his many intcrests and his
keen intelligence, George is a
stimulating  conversationalist.
When he asked me for a date, 1
accepted. The end resutt was that
we were married on June 17,
1945. (In Junc 1997, we will
celebrate our 52nd  wedding
anniversary.}

For the first ycars of our
marriage, we lived in Flatbush
{the only ime in my tife when I
didn’t live in Boro Park). In
1950, we moved to a four-room
apariment at 1330 456 Sueer,
across the swect from my
parents’ house, We lived there
until 1956 when we bought a
one family house, where we live
today.

We have three sons, Harvey,
Ira, and Stvart. They atnended
P.S 192, 18th Avenue and 4B8th
Strezt, and Montauk Junior High
School. George and I have been
members of the Boro Park
Progressive  Synagogue (a
Reform  congregation)  since
1956, where all three of our sons
became bar mitzvahs.

George is a co-president of
our synagogue. From 1978 1o
1981, 1 was the president of the
synagogue the only woman to
ever hold that position. | was
also a president of the
synagogue's Sisterhood for many
years, and am presently a
co-president.

The Bore Park Progressive

/Synagogue has always
contributed money 1o Bore Park
institutions. The congregation
raised funds for the

new
Israel-Zion  Hospital  (now
Maimonides  Hospital). We

contribute 10 the Hatzolah
ambulance service, the Mishkon
home for children at 1358 56th
Street, and other institutions.
Time marches on! Harvey is a
clinical psychologist and lives in
Vermont; lra is a graphic artisi
and an entertainer, and lives in
Colorado; and  Swart, a
computer expert. also lives in
Co.crado. Incidentally Stuart is

the family geneologist. We have
three grandchildren George and 1
enjoy our home, our synagogue,
the companionship of friends,
and concerts and plays which we
frequently  atiend. And, of
course, 1 enjoy playing my
violin!

{Ed.: The above article was
preparcd  and  submiticd by
Lucille Posner, an officer of the
Boro Park Historical Society.
We thank her for her interesting
<ontribution. )

APRIL 15,
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Visit the Brooklyn Public
Library 1265 431rd St and sec the
wonderful window display of
items from the Boro Park
Historical Society. The display
will be there the entire month of

May,1997.
Want to help, bc a Lile
Member of the Boro Park

Historical Society $100.00 for
individuals or $200.00 for a
communily  organizalion  Or
business. You can be a regular
member for $5.00 ycarly, Senior
member for $3.00 or $10.00
yearly for business  oOr
organization.

Life Members, Mrs. Leah
Levine, Dr. Philip Kipust,
Jacque Fri¢dman, Paul
Lindenblatt, Fredi Berkovits, Dr.
Victor Genco, Guy Granato,
Daniel Dube. Business, Quality ¢
Equipment Co., Boro Pak
Community News.
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| REMENVIBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

ANOTHER STUDY OF

BORO PARK

The following report, “A
Siudy of A Community”, was
wrilten in Jan. 1951 as pant of a
course requirement at Brooklyn
College.
This is the sccond of two parts
of excerpls from that report.

BOWLING ALLEYS

& POOL ROOMS
In geperal Bowling Alleys
and Pool Rooms scem 0 go
iogether. Most of the bowling
alley places also have billiard
tables. Also, il was inleresting to

note, (hat Peol Rooms are
generally  situated near the
Movie Houses. Probably, they

attempt 1o get he aftermavie
crowd or anracl pan. of the
crowd going to the movies.

Once Pool Parler (pl) above

the Normandy Theaire, which T
-visited, had some thirty male
congreganls varying in age from
16 to 25. This was: Club Life"

: class [V style, for most of the
youngsters were not particularly
well dressed - odd pants, open
shin  and lumberjacket, and
cigarettes were sticking out of
lhe sides of mest of the mouths.
What their female counterparts
were doing al the time, I do not
know.

Next door 1o the Loews 46th,
in a basement, was another Pool
Parlor {(p2) wilh abous 25 youths
{Wed. night). Some were at a
card table playing poker, others
were playing pool, and some
were watching (he television set.

Near the Loews Boro Park

| there is a Billiard Academy and
Bowling Alley (p3) which I did
:not visit. This place, from what I

heard, has a slightly better type
of clientele which come to bowl.

In the basement of the
Menorah Temple (a wedding

_hall of very large size) there is

also a Bowling Alley and Pool
Room (p4). The Menorah
Temple is a very fancy place and
ajthough its basement
characteristically ~ belies  the
social status of its wedding halls,
the 1ype of people coming there
are more refined and of better

1997

“character” than those going te |

the other pool rooms. Most of
the business here is done by the
Bowling Alley and many local
teen-agers frequent this place on
dates and with friends.

The last poal room that I
came across (pS5) is situated on
13th  Avenue, the shopping
district. This place I didn’t get a
chance to visil.

OTHER “HANGOUTS”

Every Friday night there is a
large ciowd of tecn-agers
congregated in front of the
YMHA (hl). Whenever 1 pass
by some are standing on the
sidewalk in front of the building.
some are on the steps and some
are inside the building. Outside
the boys and girls don't seem lo
be doing anything cxcept [o
stand around and talk, tell jokes,
sing songs, elc. Inside the
YMHA there are ping pong
1ables and occasional programs
prepared for ihe leen-agers.

As we go arcund the comer
we find the Young Israel (h2)

which also has a crowd of
wen-agers as well as adults
congregaled in front of the
building. The adults come to
participate  in  the caliural
leciures and classes arranged for
them. There are classes &
discussion  groups for lhe
teen-agers too, but many don’t
go inside, they just stand around
outside and talk. The Young
Israck also has clubs during the
week, and a gym for the use of
the teen-agers.

Across the street from the
Young Israel we can usually find
another crowd outside of the
Menorah Temple (p4). These
congregants come to play pool
and 10 bowl and bang around on
the comer befare and after their
games. Many only come 1o talk
& whistle at the gicls that pass.
At any rate this information
coincides wilh the opinions of
the movie managers who said
that the teen-agers spend Friday
nights at clubs, etc. Qf course [
couldn't visit er find the private
clubs or Fraternities.

Some other places that
teen-agers use for hangouts are
the corner candy stares, of which
the larger crawd-drawers are
indicated on the map. Same of
the schao! yards (S1. $2 & §3)
especially, are cammon
hangouts for some some of the
teen-agers. In (s1) police cars
frequently come around a night
to break up the “crap games™

‘and disperse the groups of
' teen-agers-bays and girls.
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CONCLUSIONS

Many discussions with
ieen-agers in  different groups
that 1 met and interviewed, and
with storekespers, were nol able
10 be tabulaed or analyzed
scientifically. However, the
general impressions that [ got
from these interviews will be
bricfly discussed in  these
conclusions.  Though  these
impressions are highly
opinionated and based upon
scanty bits of information,
interviews and incidents, 1 do
not know whether they are any
less reliable than the information
contained in textbooks or other
general  siudies  made  of
communities.

. When asked how the new
ban on extra-curricula activities
in the public schools affected
them, the high school students
furnished me with a variety of
responses. Those who suffered
mostly from the ban were the
athletically inclined swdents,
especiaily those who actively
panicipated in the athleic
cevenls. Many sludents didn't
feei affected at afl, saying thai i
didn’t make any difference 10
them because they didn't atend
any clubs anyhow. Some went
so far as to say that the c¢lubs
were good because it meant
shorter periods one day a week.
in gensral though, the students
did miss the .extra-cumicula
aclivilies especially such
imporiant ones as graduation
proms, newspapers, class papers

' ele.

2.Boro Park in general is a
middie-class neighborhood.

3, It is a residential section
and although it offers an average
amount of recreational and
social  atractions to  the
leen-agers, most of  the
leen-agers go outside of the
section to  supplement these
activities.

4. There are different “types”
of een-age groups living in
Boro Park. While one type may
enjoy playing pool more (han
doing anything ¢lse in the form
of recreation, another type may
enjoy going o a movie or
watching the T.V. for recreation.

5. In general icen-agers enjoy
adventure, whether it is in the
form or a2 movie, a Radio
program, a baok or even an
actual experience. One type
prefers comedies 10 adventure,
but it alsc likes adventure.

6. Teen-agers  ace  very .

sex-conscious, and express this
fact in their belonging 1o co-ed
social groups; congregating in
co-ed crowds; in their manner of
dress and general behavior in Lthe
presence of the opposite sex.
Many have not as yet adjusted
themselves  properly to  the
opposite sex.

7. Teen-agers in Boro Park
spend their Friday nights al
clubs, organizations, recreationat
cenlers or with friends. They
spend Salurday nights on dales,
going to a party, going bowling
of Ic a movie wilh their friends.
Mosl of the teen-agers go to the
movies on Sunday afternoon.

8. The average teen-ager that
I have spoken to dales about
once in 3 weeks and most of the
times Lhe girl and boy each pays
his own way.

9. The average teen-ager
thinks about the war but doesn't
feel very concerned about being
drafted. Being drafted is wo far
from them as yet to concern
them very much.

FOOTNOTES:

{p1) New Utrechs Ave bet. 42 & 43 St
(p2) New Ulrecht Ave. bet. 45 & 46 §1,
(93) New Utrecht Ave. bet, 51 & 52 St.
(p4} 14 Ave, bet SO & 51 S1.

(p5) 13 Ave. bet, 46 & 47 St

thl) 14 Ave, bel, 49 & 50 St

(h2) 1363 - 30 SL

(s1) 18 Ave. bea 47 & 48 S¢.

(52) 14 Ave, 42 & 43 51

(s3) 14 Ave bet. 53 & 54 St
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BORO PARK
PHOTO EXHIBIT
Each year, during the mofx(h
of May, the Boro Park Histon‘ca.l
Society sponsors a photo exhibit
al the Boro Park branch of the
Public Library at 1265-43 St
This month's exhibit of old B?ro
Park includes a special section
about Cantor Yossele Rosenblatt
in Boro Park (1927-28) with r‘.;; ]
clippings from contempor
nc:pspagpers. It also includes
other photos and clippings about
Boro Park in the 192(:1'5 fror;
contemporary  Yiddis an¢
English newspapers. The exhibit

was prepared by Mr. BM.
Sclevan, an officer of the Boro
Park Historica) Society. Another
section of the photo exhibit
»dealing wilh old movic theatres
and public schoals was prepared
by Mr. Daric Marrotta.

EDNA NELSENIUS,
BELOVED TEACHER

Edna Nelsenius, wha laught
in Boro Park public schools for
many years, died the week of
March 17, 1997. She reached her
105th birthday on March 8th,
1997.

From 1930 to June 194!, she
taught elementary grades at P.S.
{03, 14th Avenue and Sird
Street (naw Beth Rachel School
for Girls). From 1941 until her
relicement in the 1950's, she
taught algebra and geometry at
Montauk Junior High School,
43td Street and 16th Avenue.

She lived in her own home in
Bay Ridge (for the Jast few years
with a companion) until the very
end.  Although she grew
physically weaker and weaker,
her mind remained sharp and
aiert,

She is survived by her nicce.
Lenore Nordstrom.

Submitted by Lucille Posner

FORMER
BORO PARKER
January 15, 1997
Gentleman,
Enclose you will find a check
for membership. I had a copy of
your paper and it brought back
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many many happy memories of
Boro Park. My grandparents
baught a house in Boro Park in
1918 when it was a farm
country. My parents, aunts and
uncles, cousins and friends grew
up in Boro Park. 1 too have some
wonderful stories about growing ,
up in Boro Park. 1 will iry to get |
it down on paper and send it to |
you.
Yours truly, |
Rita Appelbaum |
Sheepshead Bay Brooklyn
TRADITION!!!
TRADITION!!!
What Exactly Has Been
Our Tradition?

Close your eyes for moment
and tet us take you on a journey
to many of the places where our
traditions were formed -- no

- reservations and no passports are

nceded and you will all travel
first class. Our first stop is
nearby in Boro Park, Brooklyn,
The time is the 40's. We were |
not such a mobile society then
and  whole families lived
walking distance (o one another.
All the cousins played together
and no introductions were
necessary. There were no
malls, no
supermarkets, no parking lot
scarches for the spot nearest the
store, and nobody went to the
gym. Exercise was provided free

,of charge. All the sisters walked

to the store {ogether pushing
large English coach carriages for
their infants or straw baby
buggics (strolters) for their
young children. The bundles

were carried home in these .

carriages, then taken upstaizs, or,
for the lucky ones, carried up in
the elevator, That tack care of
EXERCISE! During the walk to
the  store, recipes were
exchanged, problems were
discussed, opinions were given,
and solutions often resulted. The
fresh air and exercise did
wonders, [Each grocer had
products piled to the ceiling and
special autention was given (0
cach order. Ladders and grabbers
on poles were used o gel the

products down. I can remember
the merchants - George Levy. |
the grocer, Chumsky, the tailor, -
Mr. Blatt and Mr. Glickman who
owned the variety stores. They
all ooked up from their work
and tapped on the window of
waved a friendly hello as [ went
by. The grocery and appelizing
stores werc not as antiseptic -
wonderful smells pervaded the
air. Frozen food was not
available. Some people still had
ice boxes. Most had
refrigeralors.

It was a given that we all
would assemble in Grandma’s
well- scrubbed apartment. The
smell of delicious ¢ooking was
everywhere. Everyone in Boro
Park knew that it was Pesach.
Twice a year, new clothes were
purchased - Passover and Rosh
Hashonah. New shoes and
spring coats were bought then.
Even the weather was right on
time and all the children necded
spring coats and beautiful hats. T
can still remember the derby hats
with long-flowing ribbons that
matched our spring  <oats.
Everyone dressed in his or her
best. Togetherness was the key.
Cooperation, not catercrs. Alt of
the women cooked together and
the men schiepped the cartons of
passover dishes and pots and
pans and set up the makeshift
tables. The Hagaddah was read
in it’s entirety and all the rituals
were performed. The children
planned for how the matzoh
would be stolen, who would
open the door for Elijah, etc. All
of us attended the same Hebrew
school, so we all knew the same
melodies and the singing was
joud, thythmic and joyful.
Familiar objects were available
from one generation to the next

And now, our journey takes
us to Iran, where Pennina Sarraf
will tell us about the traditions of
Passover in Persia.

“This is a part of a Sisterhood
program given at Temple Beth
Sholom, in Roslyn, Long Island
on March 17, 1997, the countries
represented  inc vded US.A.,

lran, Cuba, Morocco, France,
Bahrain, Mexico, lsracl and Iraq.
The poction in Boro Park was
written by Eleanor, Spicgel
Roberts, who resided in Boro
Park during the 40's.

(Ed: We thank Mr. Emanuel
Schwarz of 14 Avenue for
submitting the above intercsting
article.)

HELP PRESERVE THE

HISTORY OF B.P.
You can help perserve the

pride and history of Boro Park.
You can help in the research
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own memories, photos and
other memorablia. You can help
also by becoming a member of
the Boro Park Historical Society
- only $5 per year (33 retired ot
student) $10 - for business or
organization, or by making 2
contribution. Send materials ta
B.P.HS. 4707 |3th Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11219.

The Boro Park

Historical Society
4707 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, Nocw York 11219
(718) 854-1033 or
(718) 436-7729

COME ONE COME ALL
The Annual Open Meeting
featuring

Cezar del Valle
Movie Historian

Movie Theatre Memodies
of Brooklyn
Slide Prescmtation

Admission Free

at GREATER NEW YORK
SAVINGS BANK
53rd Street & 13th Avenue
downstairs - Cotmmunity Room

Monday

June 2, 1997
at 7:30 p.m.

Exhibits - Audience Participation
Remember
“Boro Park is You”
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Dear Dr. Kipust,

i greatly enjoyed the article in
your April column on Boro Park
in 1951. T would like 0 add
several comments about Boro
Park movie theaters.

There were two Loew's
movie theaters in Boro Park:
Locw's Boro Park (51st and New
Utrecht Avenue) and Locw's
46th Suwcet, {also on New
Utrecht Avenuc). Loew's 46th
Street was not "somewhat
larger” than Locw's Boro Park,
but was a great deal larger. In
fact, it was onc of the most
beautiful movic thecaters in
Brooklyn. The ceiling was
painted light blue with white
clouds.

Loew's Boro Park and Loew's
46th Street did not "show the
same pictures except that the
46th shows a picture a week

carlier than the Boro Park.” Both

of them were first-run movie
theaters. | must explain that a
first-run movie theater showed
movies when it fitst came to the
neighborhoods after opening in
Manhattan. Afer playing at
first-run movic theaters, movies
made the circuit of second-rur
movie theaters, and ended up
playing the circuit of third-run
movie theaters. Pawons of
third-run  movic theaters saw
movies many months after they
opencd.  Consequently, tickets
cost less at second- and third-run
movie thcaters. The major
movies of any given year were
booked into the Loew's 46th
Street, since it had a much Jarger
scating capacity than Loew's
Boro Park.
The two Loew's theaters ‘were
the only ones patronized by me
.and my family. | must admit that

I never even laid eyes on any
other Boro Park movic theater
than the two Locw's theaters.
Some of my friends, however,
went o the Windsor movie
theater on 15th Ave., which was
a second-run or possibly a
third-run theater. The Windsor
was never referred to as the
Windsor, but was always
referred t0 as "the Windsor —
that dump."

Every Saturday, from 11:00
10 12:00 noon, the Loew's Boro
Park had a “kiddie show."
Cartoons, short movies on
humorous topics, sing-a-longs,
and a movie serial were shown.
The serials were called
“cliff-hangers®  because each
instaliment ended with the hero
{male or female) clinging to the
edge of a cliff or lying tied up on
a railroad track with a ftrain
approaching. {The next
instaliment showed that the hero
bad  miraculously  escaped
death.) Children brought
sandwiches along, which were
eaten at 12:00 noon, before the
regular program was shown. In
those years, all programs were
double fealures, consisting of an
“A” movie and a "B" movie.
Although made on a smaller
budget, the “B" mavies were
well written and acted.

After a movie, it was
customary to have an ice cream
soda or a sundac at a nearby
luncheonette. (Refrigerators did
not yet have freezers in those
days.) A luncheonette was
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conveniently located in the same
building as Loew's Boro Park.
Aliernately, my family and |
somelimes ale at a Chinese
restaurant, Two Chinese
restaurants were located on New
Utrecht Avenue. One Wwas
conveniently near Loew's Boro
Park and one was near Loew's
46th Street. | can not remember
my family or my friends
ordering anything other han
chicken chow mein. More
sophisticated (and expensive)
Chinese dishes were far in the
future.

As you can see, sitting at
home and watching TV does not
even begin o compare with the
plcasure of going to a movie!

LUCILLE POSNER

(ED: There was a period of‘

time (not always) when movies
would be shown at the Loews |
46th Street first and later at the
Locws Boro Park. It was
common for people who misse§
a movie at the 46th Street to wait
for it to be shown at the Loews
Boro Park, and some time later
at one of the third rate movies,
like the Windsor. Some waited
because of the lower admission
fees at the other theaters. )

[ED: The above item was
submitted by Lucille Posner. We
thank Lucille, an officer of the
Boro Park Historical Socicty.for
her interesting contribution to
this column.]

Dear Dr. Kipust:
Adclay Liss mailed a copy of

her article, which appeared in
the April “| Remember Boro
Park" column, to David and
Hannah Aronsen, old-lime Boro
Park residents who now live in
New Jersey. Following is a letter
David wrote, thanking Adelay
for sending the articlez
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Dear Adelay:

Thanks se much for sending
7 vs the copy of your article on
your memories of Boro Park
some decades ago. You have a
keen sense of observation and a
strong memory. We recalled
some of the recollections, but
You noled yuch more than we
did .

As Harnab read me your
account of ail that happened on
13th Avenue and, nearby, |
thought of some of the
ineresting times | had even
earlier. Somewhere in our files |
have a copy of the poem [ wrote

_about 13th Avenue. It covers the
time when we lived in a railroad
flat above a store, berween 38th
and 3%th Sireets. Brookstein’s
live poultry market was on the
comer. Until prehibition went
inte effect, there was a bar
across the street  with  the
rradilicnal swinging small doors.
Now and then a policeman threw
ot a drunken customer {(we

. called them stumble bums.)

Pushcarts lined 13th Avenue.
The horses that pulled the
pushcarts o Lhe sales spol were
then taken to a multi-story stable
on 3Sth Sueet. Across from lhe

siable was a blacksmith shop
whese new  horseshoes  were
beaten ouwt from strips of iron.
The area was alive.

So much for memories --
limes never to relum. Love and
shalom 1o you and George.

DAVID ARONSON

Decar Dr. Kipust,

1 read your very inleresting
anicle, writlen in the Boro Park
Community News, which was
disiibuted at Regina Parcis
Center. The paper was dated
4/5/97.

1 just was interesied to know
when was the last time you were
in Boro Park?

The theatre  houses  you
menlion  have been out of
existence more than Lhiny years!

The article did bring back
many memorics. My folks bad a
candy store on 7th Avenue and
461h Street.

Sincerely
Frances Friedman Shatz

|ED: The article you mention
ceprinted a school repert written
in £951. [t described Boro Park
then. [ and my family were bom
in Boro Park and still live here.)

ODDS AND ENDS

« 1 found an old family photo
taken in 1926 at the Hurwitz
Studio localed al 4704 13th
Avenue. The name and
address were printed on the
cardboard frame. Paradise
Jewelers is now located there,

The * following note was
recorded in April 1988:
Charles Newman, President
of Temple Emanvel since
1986, moved to B.P. in 1942,
His (irst apartment in Boro
Park, after moving from
Bensonhurst, was at 5001
14th Avenue. His wife Ruth
(nee-Schertzer) had parents
who lived in B.P. and had a
candy store at 4801 13th
Avenue. The Newman's later
moved to 1665 46th Street.

Some memories of the
1930's:
We lved in a 4 room

apartment at 1358 44th Street,
ground floor, back. Rent was
$20 per month. There was no
central healing. We had a
coal stove in the kitchen
which we used to warm the
apartment and in the winter
months, while it was
providing heat, it was also
used for cooking purposes.

We had an ice box o keep the
food cold in the summer
months (no refrigerator yer).
During the winter months we
had a metal window box
instatled on the window sill -
outside Ilhe window - ip
which 1o keep the food cold.

1947

This helped save the cost of
purchasing ice for the ice
box.

Cieareties were sold in the

candy stores individually for
1¢ a piece for those who
couldn’t or didn't want to buy
a whole pack.

The Holy Spirit School
{Formerly Holy Ghost), a
cathalic parochial school at
1668 46th Street, was opened
in September 1966. It was
built over a section of OW
New Utrecht Road.

UPTHE HILL,
DOWN THE HILL
When one walks along the
strects of Baro Park or when one

thinks of it's simple and logical
strect plan, and numerical order,
one also gets the impression that
the streets are all flac. The truth
of the matter is however, that
Boro Park. fike other
communitics, has its ups and

~ downs. Although devecloped on
comparatively level ground there
are some hilly sections in Boro
Park as well.

If you walk along I6lh
Avenue from Dahill Road until
43rd Street you will be waiking
up a relatively sieep hili; its
much easier to walk in the other
direction. The hill also seems to
get sieeper as one Progresses in
age.

There are several other hilly
sections in Bora Park as well
and we would appreciate hearing
about them from our readers.

HELP PRESERVE THE
HISTORY OF B.P.

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park
You can help in the research
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own memaories, phatos and
other memorablia. You can helg
also by becoming a member of
the Boro Park Historical Society
- only $5 per year {$3 retired or
student) $10 - for business or
organization, or by making a
contribution. Send materials o
B.P.HS. 4707 13th Avenue,

Mo ab L LA™ NI
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1 REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING --
JUNE 2, 1996

President  Jacque Friedman
welcomed the audience 1o the
annual meeting of the Boro Park
Historical Society and thanked
the Grealer New York Savings
Bank (or the use of lhe mecting
reom. He expressed satisfaction
that, despite a day-long rain and
windsiorm, there was a near
capacity audience.

He explained that the goa! of
the Society is lo research the
history of Boro Park, including
matniaining an archive of early
Bora Park photographs. some of
which were on display around
the meeting room.

Lucille Posner, Secretary,
noted the presence of Ira Kluger,
Co-President of the Canarsie

Historical  Socicly, Michael
Mann, of Lhe First Batlle Revival
Alljiance (responsible 1 for
renovaling the old stone house in
Park Slope, site of the first battle
of the American Revolution),
and Marcia Kaplan-Mann, of the
Brooklyn Coordinating Council.
Ms, Posner introduced guest
speaker Cezar Del Valle. Born in
1945 in Washingion, D.C,, he
moved to Brooklyn in 1976 Del
Valle, a mixed media collage
artist, has also becn a booking
agent for singers and comedians.
His interest in movie theaters
began in childhood, when he and
his father went to the movies
every Saturday moming. Years
Jater, in Lhe carly 1970's, jarge
numbers of movie theaiers were
closing and thealer owners were
throwing movie posiers and
photographs of movie stars ow

with the garbage. Horrified at

lhis wanton destruciion of a part
of our poputar cultuce, he began
to collect movie memorabilia,

including slides of old movie
theaters.

CEZAR DEL VALLE --
GUEST SPEAKER

Mr. Del Valle began his slide
presentation by explaining that
in 1891 William Dickson of
Thomas Edison Laboratories
invented the Kinetoscope. The
Kinetoscope was a box, aboul
five feet high, with a smali
window in the top. For a nickel,
a person looked through the
window while turning a hand
crank connected 10 a wheel
inside the box. Attached ta the
wheel was a film stip of
photographs  1aken  consec-
utively. The revolving wheel
gave the illusion that the people
in the pholographs maved. The
Kinetoscope was designed for
use in Kineloscope pariors or
amusement arcades. The first
Kinetoscope parlor was opened
in 1894 at {155 Broadway,
Manhattan.

The next deveiopment was
when the Lumiere Brothers in
France 100k out a patent for a
movie projector. In 1895, the
first successful projected movie
was shown lo a paying audience
in Paris. (The ancestor of movie
projectors was the magic Jantern,
invented by Frederick
Langenheim of Philadelphia in
1850, Magic lanterns magnified
glass slides and projected them

. on a wall.)

Thomas Edison realize
the Kinetoscope, which could be
viewed by only one person al a
time, bad limited commercial
possibilities, The money-making
potential of projected movies
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awakened his interest, hawever.
Thomas Armat, under the
auspices of Thomas Edisea,
developed the Vilascope movic
projecior. In (896, the first
projected movie using 3
Vitascope was shown (o 2
paying audience at Koster and
Beal's Music Hall, 34th Swcel
and Broadway, sile of the
present Macy's.

The early movies were onc:
and 1wo-reels of  baxing
matches, dances, comic¢
skeiches, etc., which were filmed
by the Edison Trust and the
Lumiere Brothers. Frequenily
shown as part of a vaudeville
program, when the novelly wore
off they were placed last on the
program, serving as “"chasers” to
empty theaters.

Theaters traditionally closed
on Thankspiving. Before fong.
entecprising  showmen renled
theaters on  Thaoksgiving @
show mavies. This was the
origin of the expression, when a
maovie is bad, "it's a turkey."

Movies were also shown in
nickelodeons. Vacant  stores
were rented and falding chairs
rented or bought. The screen was
frequently a white sheet hung on
a wall. Theaters were called
nickelodeons because the price
of a ticket was -- yau guessed it

ﬂel. By 1910. many
nic ons existed, and cvery
year thausands morc opened.

Audiences soon losi interest
in short mavies without story
lines and, around 19Q00. ncw
production  companics. ar
studios, were {formed.
Scriptwriters  were  hired  and
moviecs became longer. The
public developed an intesest in
the actors, or stars, of these
movies. The Edison Trust and
the Lumiere Brothers, who saw
na need o improve the qualily
of mavies, soon (aded inlo
obscurity along with  their

R AVISC
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| REMEMBER BORO PARK (contd.

The Vitagraph Company, on¢ .

of the early movi¢ swudios, was
located in Flatbush and filmed
many movies in Brooklyn. The
Vilagraph building still stands,
at 1277 E. 14th Street, but is
now occupicd by the Shulamith
School For Girls.

At first, theater owners had to
buy movies at t0 cents a foot
from the Edison Trust, In 1902,
the first film exchange opened.
Films could now be rented
instcad of bought, for an initial
charge of $25 and an annual
charge of $12.50. The profits of
theater owners increased
accordingly, and many more
theaters opened.

Laws were soon passed,
regulating fire safety,
ventitation, and seating capacity
of movie theaters.

Open-air  theaters in  the
summertime were another lype
of movie (heater. On two
occasions, Marcus Loew rented
Ebbetts Field for this purpose.
Locw was aclive in developing
8rooklyn movie iheaters; he
vpened [Loew's Mciropolitan in
downtown Brooklyn in 1918,

Mr Decl Valle observed that, -
in 1930, Brooklyn movie
theaters had @ 101al  seating
capacity of 300.000. The oldest
remaining  Brooktyn  movie
heater, that is still used for
showing movies, is the Plaza
Theater oo Flatbush  Avenue,
opencd in 1912,

Mr. Del Valle said 1hat ihe
L evy Brathers, who built homes
:n Bore "ark, built the Boro Park
Iheater in 1921 and leased it 10
the B. I Kenh Circuit. There
were  two  shows a  day,
cousisting of vaudeville and a
nuivie. { oew's Theaters bought
‘Le Bora Park from the Levy
Rrothees 1a 1923,

la 1927, a Unijversal theater,
With 2. 675 secals, opened on
New Utrecht Avenue and 46th
Street ¢ wer houpht by Loew's).

I
1
|
|

The entaty interior was carpeted.
e fobin was spacious, and a
veiand  cnurcase ted o the
balvany \arble statues stood in
przhes i the auditorium, whaose
£eding v as light blue. Lighting
eltects  cave the illusion aof
maring < hite clouds. Theaters
“remsel es were now part of the
movie-g ing  expertence.  No
vomnder tacy were catled movie
relaces?

During World War 11, movie
theaters conducted war  bond
doives. 'rom 1942 to 1943, $1
sidlion worh of war bonds were
~uld at Locw's Boro Park.

Alteidince at movie theaters
reached o all-time high in 1946,
Only a few years later, the
popularns of lelevision proved
the moswx' demise; now only a
Shadow of (heir former glory
reains . Most movie theaters
¢losed. 1 vew's Boro Park was
do nolished and the
Biy:heheurne Post Office was
buti on (he site. Loew's 46th
~Neeet o occupied by Regal
Fuomwe and the West End
heater n New Urecht Avenue
and S2nd Streel is a calering
hall. (Annon Terrace)

Jacque Friedman, president,
thanked Mr. Del Valle for his
fascinaling and informative slide
presentation.

He expressed appreciation to
the members of the Boro Park
Historical ~ Society,  whose
membership dues enable the
Society 10 function. Dues are $5
a year for individuals, $3 2 ycar
for reticces, $10 a year for
institutions and stores, $100 for
life membership, and $200 for
life membership for institutions

OF slores.
Respectfolly yours,
- LUCILLE POSNER
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DANIEL WAX

Danie! Wax visited Boro Park
on July 15, 1997, which he said
was his [rsi (ime back in over
25 years. He slopped in ai the
Aronowilz Grocery Slore on the
corer of 16t Avenue and 45th
Sureer and aher speaking to him
4 few minutes Mr. Duddy

Aronowitz referred him to me.

Mr. Wax lives in Los Angeles
now and is an Environmental
Altorncy and Chemical
Engineer. During his curremt trip
1o New York City he said he
must visit his rools in Boro Park
and so he stopped by to
reminisce. He seemed to be
enjoying his nostalgic
recollection of his  youthful
memories,

He said his parents David and
Reva Wax [first moved 1o Boro
Park in 1940 from the Lower
East Side and Brownsville. They
first moved 1w 44th  Street
belween 16th and 17th Avenue
and soon moved (o 4502 16th
Avenue one f{light above the
grocery store. They lived (here
until 1254, Daniel was bom in
1940 a1 Brookdale Hospila?
while his family lived in Boro
Park.

The proprietor nf the grocery
store al 4502 16th Avenue al Lhal
1ime was Mr. Reamer whe later
sold it 10 Mr. Oelbaum aboul
1944. The building ilself was
owned by Mr. Tomasholf. Mr.
Wax remembers some of the
neighbors with whoin he played
and altended as a youngster. He
playcd with Georgie Tucker who
lived a1 1560 4Sth Streel
Georgie's sisier Gloria Greenhut
and family still live in 1hat
house. He remembers [rwin
Tarlow who lived at 1558 451h
Street. The Tarlows sold their
home to this columnist who still
tives there. He played with Jerry
Gordon who lived a1 1548 45th
Street.  Jerry's  mother  Elta
Gordon  still lives Lhere. He

played with Freddie Sieinberg
who lived two or three houses
after the Gordon's lowards 15th
Avcnue. The Steinberg's moved
here from Philageiphia and after
about § years moved back. He
played with John Liberkino who
lived at 1565 45ith Street and
later became a medical doctor.
Rabbi Berel Weiss and family
now Jive at that location, He
played with Wayne Domash
who lived a1 1564 45th Street.
Mr. and Mrs. Beryl Silver live
there now, He went 1o school
with Marcia Lipskin who lived
at 1513 or 1515 45th Street (in
the old houses). It was the
second house from the hospital,
now Beth Jacob Seminary,
Daniel Wax attended PS 164,
Montauk Junior High School
and Stuyvesant H.S. He said Dr,
Goldstein Lhe dentist on the
cormer of 44th Street and 16th
Avenuc was there then. There
was a hobby store across Lhe

street from the dentist, where the
shul is now localed, and he used
1o purchase model airplanes
there, There was a gas station on
the corner of 46th Sueet and
16th Avenue where
Independence Bank is now
located. He remembers the small
corner shule on the corner of
16th Avenue and 45th Streel
across from the Aronowitz
Grocery, where lhe Beauty
Parlor is now located. There was
a candy store on the corner of
43rd Sueet and 16th Avenue
where Malamim is now located.
Next to the candy siore there
was an lialian Barber who had a
targe lurile as a pet which he let
walk around the store. Daniel
said he was fascinated by that
lurtle because it was very large
and he had never seen 2 live
larpe turtle before.
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He remembers the large open
lot between the corner house at
4502 and the house at 1566 45th
Sueet, before the new brick
houses were buill. The area was
all open and green with a large
beautiful garden.. During World
War 1, several families planted
a victory garden there and shared
the produce.

Mr. Wax remembers playing
in the streels which were then
safe from cars and crime. The
children played punchball and
stoopball and (riangle and all
ather popular street ganies.

He noticed the many changes
in the neighborhood. Then it was
about bhalf [lalian and hall
Jewish, Now it is mostly Jewish.
Bul the Jewish population now
is  mostly Orthodox  and
Chasidic. The area is much more
crowded with houses, people
and cars. He said he was glud
that he visited his old
neighborhood.

“The [ollowing poem was
written by David Aroasaon and
submilted by Adelay Liss. The
pocm was mentioned in (he
article by David Aronson which
appeared in this column in lune
‘97. We thank them for this
interesting contribution.
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*MEMORIES OF
CHILDHOOD ON

13TH AVENUE

(Note: tn 1915, my (amily moved
1o a railroad Mat at 3843 13th Avenue.
One of the stanzas depicis the
construction of the clevated structure
{or (he Culver Linc in 1919.)
Our flat above a store -- railroad
apartment
From 1o back passage -- a hallway
shar_ed with upstairs acighbors
Excitements -- (rightening -- but made
safe in memory.
Police roughly handled
bums®
Expelled from corner saloon with half,
swinging doars.

"stumble

Crates of chickens shipped 1o live
poullry markes,
Now and then accidentally dropped.

Chickens frecd from ska covess saced
up and down

The wrolley tracks conduclor,
passengers, and poulury workers Jain
16 clear the right-of-way -- returning
chicks 10 their doom.

Later 1he same day, or rather at night,
when sleel sneaks in on

Chilly winds, road below, and trolley
wire above. become

Enclesed in newly formed ice - a
dangerous barrier.

As comenl tries to break across, blue
streaks fMash

?etween wire and wolley pole,
illuminate the scene wilth weird dread.

In daytime, the grocer next door asks
if L know

Names of all stations frem here 1o
Coney Island.

As 1 tecile, he remembers tasks inside.
He loves (o uen the huge wheel of 1he
coffee grinder.

Al the final tura, (he feed funnel is
empty, while below,

The specially-shaped receiver is full.
The grocer picks 1hat up and. through
the gaping spout,

Pours alb into (he wailing bag. With
deft twist. he
Folds the top over to seal in the heady
smell of Java.

Across fhe street. the barber shop has
emblazoned a strange Sign.
“Physiognomical Tonsorialist.” words
[ could only rcad yeass later
Customers paid no atention 10 1hat
sign because the siriped pole

Told the siory to customers. who
swapped their own tales, vsing
Familiar  fourlciter  woeds 35
embellishments.

Excitement came also in the form of a
runaway horse, probably [rightened
By an overloaded truck back[iring.

No time 10 lose? Bystandess anxious o
show ofT skills, then

Reach (o grab the bridle. subdue the
frightened beast.

Another block away, there are the
tracks of the trains fo Coney Island

Or o Brooklyn Bridge. gateway (©
Manhatian. A new aclivity-

Cranes lift columns and beams to form
\he rapid transii efevaled road.

Boys skilled in catching, using metal
pans, not mitts,

Reach out to land the red-hot rivets, (@
be taken with tongs and Inscrted in
waiting holes.

The rivels, no sooner placed, are
Swruck by moise-wracking blows of
sledge hammer wielded by 2 mighty
arm.

That aoise al onc end of the avenue
makes it come alive, maiched by

The raucous shouts of sireetl vendors,
each by his own cant,

From which the hotse has been led
away 1o a ncarby stable.

Maiching all thai, on the sidestreet
leading 1o the stable,
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The mighty blacksmith pulls bars out
of 1he bellows-forced

Chascoal heater, so that the red-hol
metal can be hammered into
Horseshoes, later nailed
needing metal givding.

o hoofs

DAVID ARONSON
HELP PRESERVE THE
HISTORY OF B.P.

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.
You can help in the research
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own memorics, photos and
other memorablia. You can help
also by becoming a member of
the Boro Park Historical Society
- only $5 per year ($3 retired or
student) $10 - for business or
organization, or by making a
contribution. Send matcrials (o
B.P.HS. 4707 13th Avenue,
Brooklyn. NY 11219.
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1 REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

THE MAGIC GARDEN
Dear Dr. Kipust,

The sudden arrival of another
spring inspires me to one more |
song in praise of the lovely trees |
and shrubs, blassoms and plants,
and all of nature's green bounty
that for so long bad surrounded

, our Boro Park home.

With " its stately, fine-an
woodwork of dark Norwegian
oak, intricately crafted
throughoul its iwelve rooms, it
was one of the most elegantly
and boldly conceived residences '
built in the arca - a “dream .
house”, designed by a gified
archilec! for himself and his
young family. Visilors stood
amazed at first sight of it, one
Dutch friend declaring that the
cntrance  hall reminded him
architecturally of nothing less ¢
than  Holland’s  “Rembrandt
tleuse™, home of the paioter and

now a nationa! shrine in his
country. A venerable
Scandinavian crafisman asserted
that such heft of oak wood was
the very kind used by the
Vikings in building their sturdy
sailing ships; he could not recall
seging its like in any edifice on
these shores. “It's Shangri-La,
this house,” whispered a young
violin student of my uncle's, just
arrived fom England after the
war.

My family of musicians and
poets came (0 live there as the
pew owners in 1930 when 1657
49th Streer was some 20 years
old, and il was there that [ grew
up. And though [ migrated
across the bridge -in the lae
Fiftica to work and rcside in
Manhattan, bere always- dwelt
my family, and here was home,
often returmed. After

y1ast of my kin} in 1977, I kept
the place, fegling lucky to have
it in my life as a haven for
creative work, a peaceful
. “country rewrcat”. In contrast {0
mid-Manhattan, it was indeed
that, with its majestic
gammel-leaved plum trees and
Japancse maples framing the
front garden - home to myriad
songbirds down Ihrough the
decades. Welcoming too were
the 0ld wisteria vines, their jade
tendrils wrapped tighdy about
the stuccoed granite pillars that
stood like wll sentinels,
supporting the broad fromt porch
with its rose-tinted stone floor
and mahogany ceiling. The 44
windows of the house (seven of
stained glass) faced in every
direcfion, at various levels and
angles, and through them came
all the lights and shades of day
and night. Here, one began to
feel onc's place on the planet as
it wheeled through iis steadfast
daily rotation,

- Around in the back, where
one could see the sun rise, stood
the towering Canadian hemlock
tree, its emerald boughs
spreading ever wider with time,
cventually reaching downward
ta meet the great Concord grape

. vige to form a kiod of Arcadian
bower. Birds and squirrels
feasted on those dark. sweet
grapes, yet there always
remained  countess  heavy

- bunches for us to gather in

. September, and we shared them

~happily with e neighbors.

OCTOBER 1,
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Long ago. mama and auntie
would cook up jams and jellies -
an awumn celebratdon that
inevitably signalled the High
Holidays for this child. The earth |
circled; the seasons turned.

And flourishing all aboul
lining the driveways and fences,
nestling close against  the
exterior stucco walls of the
house and in froni and back

garden niches, were the litle
plants and grasses that rewurned
faithfully each spring and
summer - snowdrops and
crocuses, the first (o peep
bravely ouwt of the earth even
while the last snows of winter
were still melting, and tiny wood
violets, first eiched against the
brown earth, then (ramed by
their giossy, heartishaped leaves.
la the next patch,
lilies-of-the-valley sprouted §
sharply out of the ground, small
green ammows shellering (e
mibiature, delicate ivory-white
bells that emitted the most
exquisite of scents (managing
always 1o amive in time for

Mother’s Day).
Theze oo stood the old rase
bushes, anmouncing sumumer

wilh a first red rose, sometimes
as early as April, then blooming
away and perfuming the air
around us all sumnmer long, even
into December. In June, we
would pick armfuls of roses of
all hues, garnet and seashell
pink, crimson and white and
coral - - bouquets Lo bring Lo our
teacher on the last day of school.
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Very soon there followed a wild |
parade of summer Nowers: giant
yellow buttercups alongside the
dark, indigo-blue liny cup-
sbaped blossoms that grew in
thick clusiers (whose name 1
never learned), and the 1all,
flaming orange tiger lilies, so
prolific and so adored by the
butterflies and bees. By July
came the little fireflies, their
fnmiature lanterns winking away
in the summer dusk; later, we
heard the sound of one crickel,
chirping  through the warm
summer nights - a music like no
other,

Through all the seasons of
those dreamike years, I was
there at the Sieinway, studying,
working, practicing - sonatas,
eqxdes, fantasias, concertos. To
this day, certain melodies and
phrases will unfailingly evoke
for me a particular sweet aroma,
the vivid color of a pasticular
flower. In midsummer, Auntie
Rose would regulariy plant
, “heavenly  blue” morning
glories, coaxing them to climb
up and around the fences and -
window-(rames. And they lived
up (o their name, those
enormous bell-shaped flowers,
opening their cups to the earliest
daylight, seeming 10 draw Lheir
¢olor from the summer sky.
There is a Mozart sonata that for
me is forever touched by the
azure of that flower.

How my little auny loved
working in that magical garden,
and how many of the perennials

she planted aod nurtured would
retumn faithfully year after year,
long after her  passing,
remembering and retuming in
nalure’s orderly way. And
through storm and wind and
snow soft as apple blassoms and
somelimes sharp as Arctic ice, in
shimmering - summer with iis
play of light and leafy shadow,
throughout all the golden
autumns, forever, stood the trees
- the plum trees and maple and
the great hemlock, each one
blanted by a member of my
family who came here {from
Riga and Vilna, via Manchester,
Jerusalem, Paris, Boston} and
made this poetic spot their own.
Two years ago, when at last it
became necessary for me (o part
wilh this home of mine, I was
elated when * the new
owners-lo-be, a yousg and
happy famity, sesmed entranced
its unigue character, its noble
ces that also sheltered a cozy
ironmenl. Their litde
daughters quickly discovered
hiding places and enticing
comers for imaginary games,
just as { did so many years ago,
as did all the kids who visited
and played bere down through
the years, And now these lovely
children danced wilh pleasure at
sight of the plums ripening in the
branches of those graceful trees
that now seemed to stand guard
over the house - sooa 1o be theirs

1997

But the new owners chose
instead to dismande and
demolish it all: the house and
garden, its fences and gates and
walkways, its separately housed
garage looking every bit like 2

small country coltage - all of it .

laid waste piece by piece,

wrecked, annihilated,

and shattered and finally crushed °

into dust, eradicated from the
face of the earth. Every wee,
each growing thing, large aod
small, teeming with life, was
torn out by its roots to creats a
vast, dark pit, dug deep ang still
dezper by bulldozers and
towering cranes. Nat a vestige af
that rich organic life remained,

Another spring bas arrived,
but there on 49th Street, no
white plum blossoms, no tiny
new leaves on hedge and
wisteria, oot budding azalea or
grape vine greets the new
season; na snowdrop or violet
braves the fearsome winds of
March.

They live on, though,
budding and blossoming forever
ip my heart and in my mind, and
in the living memay of the
friends and neighbors, the
pupils, colleagues, workinen,
teachers and artists, and the
children - all those who came
and passed long, bappy hours
there, drawing inspiration from
this Brocklyn “dream house™

and its magic garden, throughout °
all the years of its honorable, -

grand and glorious existence.

Teresa Sterne *
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Ed: This poetic description of
her lost home bas a universal
theme and, in Boro Park
especially, many can relate 1o
\his experience, We thank Teresa
Sterne for this artistic
coptribution to the history of
Boro Park,

Dear Dr. Kipust,

We remember Boro Park and
Boro Park remembers us.

Though we reside 26 years
alrcady o Israel, we rewumn
anpually to Brooklyn. This year
we celebrated our S0th wedding
annivessary, bere with 75 of our
New York friends, most of them
from Boro Park. On June 2%9th a
luncheon was held in our honor
with all the wmonctary gifis
contribuled 10 Laniado Hospital
in Israel, the only inpatient
.Mecdicat Center in Netanya |
bave been the longest serving
employee lherz in Lhe Public
Relations Department. -

It was §1 years ago, that I, a
Boro Parker, met by bhusband
Abe, a vetevan of the U.S. Army
and a Bronx resident, at the
Pioneer Counlry Club in lbe
Causkills.

Boro Park in those years still
had a trolley on 35t Sireet
around Lhe corner of the big
market. One could then safely
siroll down 13th Avenue at
midnight and find some stores
open, My parents owned the
Elegant Clothing store (offeving
free shainess and closed on
Shabbat) opposite Woolworth on,
13th Avenue. Right after World
War I it also became “Editb”
Hoisery, the first nylon stocking
store in Brooklyn.

All five of our sons were born
at Maimonides Hospilal and
attended Yeashiva Toras Emes.

It was also in Boro Park,
while still single that I organized
the Betar Youth movement of
which Minam Baume] was a
member. It is ber son Zacharieg, |
who has been a missing Israeli |
saldier since the Lebanese War,

it was in Bore Park that my
busband had a fumitwe frame
shop where most of the
decorators and uphofsterers of
New York bought their furniture
frames. To dalc his customers
boast that their cabineis and
furniture are as good as new. and
still funciionable in their home,

For the pasi 18 years 1 have |
organized lhe Boro Parkers

weekend in Israel. We meel once |

a year at a hotel or kibutz to
recall our days of pleasure, lifc
and involvement in the most
pProsperous community in
Brooklyn.

Any Boro Parkers visiting
Netanya or wishing to visit Sanz

Medical Center, Lanjado
Hospital, please write or call and
you'il receive a prompt reply.
Edith Lieberman P.R. Dept.
Laniado Hospital Kiryat Sanz
Neranya, Israel. Phone
011-972-2-860-4764 Fax
8821-069. BesL wishes for a
blessed healthy year to all Boro
Parkers.
Sincerely
Edith Lieberman
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OTHER BORO PARKERS
iN ISRAEL

Whenever we travel we Uy (0
logate, identify and sometimes
interview present or former Boro
Parkers. This past July we
visited [srael again and during
our travels and touring we mel a
number of Boro Parkers. Some
are now settled in [Israel, some
are students altending Yeshivahs
and some were just touring.
During . gur previous visits
[srael, for various reasons, we
had the opportunlty ta meet
larger numbers of both present |
and formex Boro Parkers. ‘

The followlng are aow living l
or seltded in Ysrael: Mrs. Chaya
Kahanovitz, Kiryat Sanz, !
Jerusalem; Moshe, Leah and |
Ephraim Mordechai Frankel - |

Bet Shemesh; Rabbi Yosef |
Kopeloviiz - Kiryat Sanz,'
Jerusalem.

The following are students
atending  Yeshivas: Chaim
Yarmush, Shmuel Teitelbaum,
Yitzchok Orange. PR

The (ollowing were visiting
Israel: Rabbi and Mrs. Kruper!
(nee Hene Dachowitz) and sons.
Mr. Hille! Miller; Dr. and Mrs.
Meir  Wikler and son; Mrs.
Eudice Nathan; Mr. and Mrs.
Lezer Galinsky; Mr. and Mrs.
Julius Mazurek, Mrs. Henny
(nee Verschleiser) Kahn and
Rabhi Yaakov Pressman.

HELP PRESERVE

THE HISTORY OF B.P.

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Bora Park.
You can help in the research
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your owe memories, photos and
ather memorablia. You can help
also by becorning a member of
the Boro Park Historical Soclety
- only $5 per year (83 retired ot
student) $10 - for business oOf
organization, or by making 2
contribution. Send malerials 0
BP.H.S. 4707 13th Avenue.
Brooklvn. NY 11219.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
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ARMAND PAUL
GRUNBERG

The story of how I, a Belgian
citizen, came 1o live in Boro
Park is a little comnplicated.

In 1927, I spent my vacation
al a hotel in the Cartskill
Mountains, where [ met Hamet
Spinell from Boro Park. By the
ume my vacalion was over, I
had proposed 1o Harriet. Even
though we intended 1o make our
hame in the U.S., | had Lo returm
10 Belgium because my tourist
visa had expired, It was decided
that I would apply for a
permaneni resident  visa  and
relum @ the US. It proved,
however, 10 be exiremely
difficult to get a permanent

vesident 1.8, visa, so [ applied.

for a tourist visa 1o Canada.
Hamriet and her parents met me
in Monwreal, where we were
mamed. After our marriage,

Hagriet returned 1o the U.S. with
her parents. She applied for a
permanent residear visa for me,
now the husband of a U.S.
cilizen. Six months later, in
1929, my visa arrived and I lost
no iming in coming to the U.S.
At first, Harriet and [ lived in
an apartment in her parent’s
house, on Slst Street between
16th and 17th Avenues. I
established a business importing
diamonds from Belgium. (This
was only nawral; my father was
a leading diamond merghant in
Belgium.) Dr. Rosenthal, one of
our neighbors, became my close
friend. (We subsequently moved
0 an apartment on Occan
Avenue.) Our only child, Daniel,

, was bom in 1937,

On August 22, 1939 - - (en days
before German invasion of

Paland and the stan of World"

War II - the British government

sent an R.A.F. plane to bring my
father and siepmather o
England. The British
government had been given my
father's name by the British
Diamond Syndicate, since he
manufactured  diamond-cutting
100ls, which were used o make
high-precision military
mstruments.

My brother, Julien, had
meanwhile been drafted into the
Belgian army. When Belgium
surrendered to Germany, Julien
fled to Vichy France, then to
Spain, and then to the U.S. He
then went back 1o Egypl, where
he had been living. A former
reporier for the Palestine Post
(now the Jerusalem Post), Julien
served as a war comespondent

‘with the Briish navy in the

Mediteranean during World
War II. Like my father and
brother, I also wanted 10
contribuie 1o the fight against
Nazi Germany. In 1940 I
volunteered 1o serve in the
Canadian Army. (The U.S. was
not yet in the war).

In retrospect, these varied
circumstances gol my immediate
family out of Europe during the
Holocaust and saved our lives.

After my discharge from the
Canadian army in 1945 (Harriet
and Daniel had beea living with
her parents in Boro Park during
the war) we rentcd an apartment
in a private house on 50th Street
between 16th and 17th Avenucs.
Daniel auended Boro Park
schools and became a bar
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mitzvah in Temple Emanuel (a
Conservalive congregation),
]4th Avenue and 49th Sueet.
One evening in 1945, 1 was
driving home from work one

Thursday night, and passed the -

YM/YWHA on l4th Avenue
and 50th Street. I was surprised
to hear an orchestra playing
Beehoven's Eroica Symphony's
Funeral March. After asking
around, [ was told that I had
heard the weekly Thursday night
rehcarsal of the Y Symphony
Orchestra. The following
Thursday night I went to the Y
and introduced myself to Myron
Levite, leader of the orchestra. 1
volunteered my services and was
assigned such tasks as placing
music stands and chairs for the
musicians, ctc. Before long, 1
was appoinied to the volunteer
position of Executive Director of
the Y orchestra.

One of my responsibilities
was wriung the text for the Y
orchestra’s programs. This took
a great deal of my time, since I
researched and  wrote  brief
biographies of various
composers for cach program. 1
became, As Myron Levite
remarked, “A man without
whom nothing was possible™

When the Y orchesua was
disbanded around 1983, I lost no
time in founding the Levile
Symphony Orchestra, which
gave concerts in Brookiyn public
schools. In May 1984, when 1

.retired from my volunteer work,

[ was named Manager Emeritus
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of the
Orchestra.
Hamiet and 1 moved out of Boro
Park in 1975. Sadly, she died
later the same year; [ have since
remarmicd. As for my son, Danicl
is a missile engincer employed
by NASA. He lives in
Maryland. To date, I have three
grandchildren and
1wo-greal-grandchildren.

Boro Park, in my memory,
was a quiet neighborhood with
friendly people. Some of the besi
years of my life were spent in
Boro Park, particularly my best
musical ycars!

Levite

one, in our series of Holocaust
survivors in Boro Park. It was
prepared and submitted by
Lucille Posner, a frequent
contributor to this column. We
thank her for her interesting
contribtion.)
RECENT DEATH
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The following arc extracts
from death. announcements
which appeared in the Jewish
media recently, of prominent
Jewish
community who lived or once
lived in Boro Park.

RABBI ZEV1 TABORI (RIP)
Rabbi Zcvi Tabori (RIP)

-passed away in Jerusalem, ai the

age of 92, during the summer of
1996. He had once occupied the
pulpit of the First Cong. Anshei
Sfard, on l4ih Avenue corner
45th Swreet, succeeding the late

Symphony .

. (Ed. the above article is another ..

Rabbi Dr. William Drazin, {(RI1P)
and preceding the latc Rabbi
David Singer (RIP). Rabbi
Tabori had acquired a reputation
as a dynamic orator and prolific
writer in English, Yiddish and
Hebrew.

The following are a few of
the numerous positions he held -
Director of the Department for
Torah Education and Cultyre of
the Jewish Agency for Israel,
Member of the  Executive
Committce of the National
Council for Jewish Educalion;
member of the National
Executive  Commission  of
Mizrachi - Hapoel Hamizrachi -
the Religious Zionist
Organization of America and
Past President of the Boro Park
Chapler. Rabbi Tabori also held
pulpit positions in Baltimore and
Manhattan. He was also editor of
*Tziyon Min Hatorah" dealing
wilh weekly Torah lessons with
the panicipation of the late
Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveichik
(RIP), Rabbi Zev Wolf Gold
{RIP} (of Cong. Shomrei
Emunah in Boro Park) and
Rabbi Dr. Samuel K. Mirsky
(RIP) (of the Young Israel of
Boro Park).
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MR. WILLIAM BLATT (RIP)

Mr. William Blax (RIP)
passed away in Jerusalem in
Dec. 1996 at the age of 95. He
was the founder of the then
famous Blalt's Depariment Store
al 5005 131th Avenue, The store
was in operation from approx.
1940 until t965. The space was
later occupied by Communily
National Bank and Tiv Tov
Carpet and is now occupied by
Eagle Electronics. Mr. Blatt was
one of the organizers and one of
the first presidents of Bikur
Cholim - Guardians of 1he Sick -
of Boro Park.

William and his wife Frances
Blatt moved 1o Israel in 1967
right after the Six Day War.
They were well known in
Jerusatem  for their charitable
work in helping the poor and
necdy.

RABRI ZEV JOSEPH (RIP)

Rabbi Zev Joseph (RIP)
passed away in Feb. 1997 at the
age of B7. He was the spiritual
leader of Congregation Bnai
fsrael of Boro Park, located at
4304 15th Avenue, for the past
thirty-three  years.  Funeral
services were  held at  the
Congregation and the over flow
crowd spilled into the street and
into two adjacent buildings.
Eulogics were dclivered by
several Boro Park Rabbis and
telatives  including  Rabbi
Avrohom Joseph, a son; Rabbi
Shmuel Pinter, a son-in-law;
Rabbi  Pesachya Fried, a
son-in-law and successor as
Rabbi of the Congregation;
Rabbi Yisroel Perkowsky. Rabbi
of Cong. Agudath Israel of 16th

t
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Avgnuc and Rabbi Menashe
Klein the Ungvarer Rov of Boro
Park.

Rabbi Joseph a well known
Torah scholar, was a holocaust

survivor. He was born in the .

Lithvanian town of Kobrin.
When World War [I crupted he

escaped to Vilna just before the :

German  invasion. There, in
1940, he wmarricd Raochel
Blumberg. As the German army
conlinued to march castward,
R§bbi Joseph and his wile along
with many other Jews were
successfully able to escape
making their way across Russia
to Japan and then to Shanghai -
lhg wartime home of the escaped
Mirrer Yeshiva students.

Alfter the war, in 1946, Rabbi
Yoseph and his family came 1o
Ihc.l.JSA where he accepted a
position as the Rabbi of Cong.
Ahavas Sholom in the Bronx. In
1967 Rabbi Joseph moved his
family to Boro Park, where he
accepted the position as Rabbi of
Cong. Bnai Israel of Boro Park.
He was very respected for his

scholarship and his charitable
work.

HILLEL MILLER
We interviewed Mr. Hillel
Miller, a former Boro Parker,
whom we met on one of our
tours in Israel. Hillel Miller
moved to Boro Park with his
pares Abraham and Ethy)
Rivka Miller in 1926, from the
Bronx. They lived a 1341 54th
Street. His mother’s sister and
family (Fleisher) had been living
in B_P. before that, at 59th Sireet
and 15th Avenue. His mother’s

maiden name was Charnas.

Hillel was a studeni at
Yeshiva Etz Chaim untl the 7th
grade, when he Lransferred to
Rabbi Jacob Joseph School on
the Lower East Side. He was 1n
the 7th grade whben Yeshiva
Toras Emes first started in 1929.
He and some of his friends then
ransferred to RIJ.  parily
because of the minor conroversy
in the community surrounding
the start of Yeshiva Toras Emes.

Hillel was Bar Mitzva in
Cong Beth El in 1930. He
remembers Rabbi Zev Gold who
wad then Rabbi in Cong.
Shomrei Emunah, 14th Avenue
and 52nd Swueet, and Rabbi
Laizerovilz who was Shammos
(Sexton) there,

Hillel’s family was very
friendly with the Slutzker Rav
who lived on 53rd  Street
between 13th Avenue asd 14th
Avenue and altended services at
Cong. Beth El in the downstairs
synagogue. Hillel's father helped
encourage donations for the
Slutzker Ray.

Hillel had four older brotbers
and five sisters. His father was in
the notion business in
Manhattan, His family moved
out of B.P. to Far Rockaway in
1931 (aprox.)
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ESTHER HENRIKSON,
LONG-TIME BORO PARK
RESIDENT

Estber Henrikson, possibly
the resident svho lived (he most
pumber of years in Boro Park,
died of a heart ailment on July
24, 1997. Her parents, Wilklm

and Joanna moved to Boro Park
in 1903, There were still farms
in Boro Park and cows roamed
13th Avenue. ln 1904, ber lather
and a friend built two attached
two-family houscs on 44th Street
between 12th and 13th Avepues.
In 1904, her parents moved intd
an apartment at 1234 441h Street.
the house ber father had buill. In
1908, Esther was bom in that
bouse and it was where she lived
ber entire life,

She is survived by her sister,
Elin Johnson, a niece and several
nephews.

Internment was al Greenwood
Cemetery.

(Ed: We thank Lucille Posner
for submitting the above item
and for all her very imporiant
and interesting contributions.

HELP PRESERVE THE
HISTORY OF B.P.

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.
You can help in the rescarch
preservation and promotion of
this communily by submitting
your own memories, photos and
other memorablia. You can help
also by becoming a member of
the Boro Park Historicat Society
- only $5 per year ($3 retired or
student) $10 - for business or

. organization, or by making a

contribution. Send materials 10
BPH.S. 4707 13th Avecaue,
Brooklyn, NY 11219
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PAUL ZITTELL

Paul Zintell was boru in Boro
Park in 1919. He was bom at
home and delivered by Dr.
Schwartz. He said he cried tike a
baby at the time. His family then
lived on 53rd Street between
15th and 16th Aveaues.

His parenis Arthur and Anna
Zittell moved to Boro Park in
1906 (approx.) from Harlem.

They moved here because Boro
Park was then a nice middle
class suburban Jewish
neighborhood, and because his
mother had some family here,
After Paul was born his family
purchased a house at 1550 52nd
Street and lived shere vntil 1925
(approx.} when a fire broke out
in their home forcing them to
move.

The Zinteil’s lived in several
different apartments in Boro |
Park. In those days there were
plenty of empty apartmeunts and
landlords offered one or two
months rent for free for new -
tenants. During kindergarten and
first grade, when they lived on -
52nd  Sueet, Paul attended,
school a1 PS 103 - 14th Avenue’
and 53rd Sucel (now a girl's
yeshiva). During second grade
the family lived on 57th Street '
beiween 14th and 15th Avenues

= eepTaded chool at PS
180 on 16th Avenue and S6th
Street.
In the third grade Paul was
admitted to Yeshiva Etz Chaim
and atiended until his gradualion

in 1932 or 1933. The family then .
lived at 1324 49ih Sureet. He

was Bar Mitzva from thal home.

Later the family moved 1o 1266 .
47h Streel. After Etz Chaim |

Paul anended Erasmus High
School.

Anthur Zinel, Paul’s father
was*in the prinling business in
Manhattan. He was aiso vice
president of Cong. Shomrei
Emunah (14th Avenue and $2nd
Street) for about 15 or 20 years.
‘The Rabbi there at the time, who
also officiated at Paul’s Bar
Mitzvah, was Rabbi Woll Gold,

Paul mentoned an unusual
historicai item which never came
1o our attention previously. He
recalls that when he was a
student at Yeshiva Etz Chaim
(Hebrew Institute of Boro Park)
there were about 700 other boys
atlendicg and one girl student
Her name was Naomi Chentoff
and her father was a medical
doctor. They lived on 51st Smeey
betwesna 13th Avenue and 14th

- Avenues. She was the only girl

who attended Yeshiva Etz .

Chatmn. She graduated in the

early 1930's and later in life she

became the National President of

Hadassah Women’s
- Organization.

Paul was the youngest of five
schildren three bays and wa
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girls. His brother Theodore H.
Zittell (Ted) was the oldest child »
and was born in 1903. Ted was
the founder, editor  and
co-publisher of the “Boro Park
Post”, a community newspaper,
the forerunner of the "Boro Park
Community News", The Post
was published during the 1930's:
from an office on the comer of
13th Avenue and 45th Stceel.
Ted went on to a famous
Journalistic career as reponer
and writer for the “Newark Star
Ledger”, the “New York Post”
the “Sournal American” the
“New York Graphic” and others.
Ted alsa worked in public
relations for several trade unions
- The Transponatnon Workers
Union (warked with Mike
Quill), the Hotel and Restavrant
Workers Union, etc. He had his
picture on the front page of the
New York Times because of his
union srike activity.

The “Bora Park Post™ was the
first newspaper in Boro Park and
the co-pubtisher was Ned Pines.
When Paul was a young boy he
worked after school for his
brother delivering the
newspaper.

Ted moved out of Bora Park
in 1940 {(approx.) and later

moved to Los Angeles. He lived
there until his death of a heart
attack in 1953 at the age of 50.
Paul had two sisters Jeanerte and
Gwen  (Goldie). Jeanette
marmied Fred Rand one of the
, Owners of Nomman and Fred's
Beauty Salon on [3th Avenuc

between 49th & S0th Street. The
Rand's lived on the corner of;
15th Ave. and 50th Streel. THe§™
moved out of Boro Park in the
19507s,

Gwen married Maurice Smith
and they moved to Manhauan
afier the wedding. She was a
public school teacher but did not
teach in the community.
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Pagl's brother Bernard
allended the Hebrew Acadcmy
under the auspices of Cong
Shomrei Emunah. 1t was located
al 1363 50th Sirces ogether with
the old Young Isracl.

Paul attcnded (wo reunions of
e Yeshiva Elz Chaim alumni.
Contact was made with him at
the recent scunion. He said that
before WWII the community
was small and very closely kait.
When he walked along 13th
Avenue, he  koew  almost
everyone. During WWIL bhe
Ascrvcd in the US. Airforce.
When he returned home in 1946
he said he hardly knew anyone
anymore, Hc said that after
WWIT the community changed a
great  deal. Many residents
moved to the suburbs and many
new residents moved inlo Boro
Pack.

In 1946 Paul married a Boro
Park girt, Rosatyn Dicker. Her
father had a buicher store on
13h  Avenue between  391h
Street and 40k Street.  The
Kirshner chicken mzrket was on
the camer of 39th Street and
13th Avenpue. Right next to
Dicker's meat markel was
Hirsch's Delicatessen store,

It was fough finding an
apanment aficr the war because
there had been no new building
construction throughout the war
years. They finally found an
apariment at 1727 47th Sweect.
Their two children were bom
while they lived at thal address,
and attended PS 192 onr [8th

~Avenue and 47ih Sucei. They
remained  living  in  thal
apartment until 1966, when they
moved to Manhaltan Beach.

The .following are some of the
memories felaled to me by Paul,
in his own words!

“My family attended scrvices
at Cong. Shomrei Emunah, My
father was Vice President and
Mr. Joseph  Lippman  was
president. 1 belonged 1o several

boys clubs in the YMHA. My
yother was secrelary of the
YWHA [or about L5 ycars. i
used Lo phay pool in a pool room
on 13th Avenue between 461h
Strect and 47th Strect. Above
Baim and Blank, a store that
sold radios and later T.V.'s. The
pool room Wwas called Jack's
Billiard Academy. It was later
sold 10 a Jewish fellow named
Paul or Pesach and we called it
Peshic’'s pool room.  AS
tcenagers we hung out there and
al Meyer's kce Cream Parlor.

“I was president of the Boro
Park chapter of Bnai Brith for
many years, well into  the
1960°s. They used to meet in the
Boro Park YMHA. Tn those days
there were five large shuls in
Boro Park. I rcmembecr wmy
{ather taking me to lislen (o
Cantor Roscnblatt at
Corgregation Anshci Sfard at
141h Avenue and 45th Street.

% knew the stores on 13th
Avenue like a book. Some that 1
can stifl recall are ER Mackta
{1adics shaes) between 451th and
46th  Streel, neat (0 Rubin’s
Men's Clothing store. Weiss
Haberdashery between 44th and
45th Sireet had a large sign in
front which read “Adams Hats™,
they gol ihe sign free from the
company so they hung it vp.
They also sold Adam’s Hats.

“When 1 was @ or 10 T used 0
play with my fricnds on the
comer of 13th Avenue (odd side}
and 48th Sweet. There was a
church on that corner and we
ptayed in the church yard as well
as on the street. Later it became
a lhrec story building with
stores. Weiss Photo Store was
situated there and later Lane's
Pharmacy. Yeshiva Toras Emes
was in 2 smatl building about at
half way down the block
towards 14th Avenuc. Across
from the church on 48th Street
was a candy store owned by Mr.
Garment and later purchascd by
Mr. Seiden.

«There was Bushell's Ladies
Dress slore next 10 Famous
Restauramt, betwesn 48th and
49%h Street on lhe even side.
Around thc comer from there

was Al Delgordio’s Barber
Shep, on 491h Street off 13th
Avenue. Between 49th and 50th
was Skilowitz Delicatessen and
Restaurant and on the comer of
50th Street was Miller and Feig
Appetizing Store. Feintuch was
a large bakery right ncxt to
Skilowitz. Across ihe avenuc
was Norman and Fred's Beauty
Salon and Wolf's  Ladies
Clothes. Silver Rods was on the
comer of 46th Street, even side.
On 44th Suecer we had
Woolwaorth and across the sueet
was Kresges 5¢ & 10g Store.
There was the Pickle Man on the
corner of 40th Sucet where we
brought Pickle right from the
barrel.

“As a child we played right on
the street (gutter) on 48th Street

punch ball, stick ball,
association {foot ball), box ball
etc. In those days there were
very few cars traveling on the
streets. There were probably as
many horse and wagons as cars.
We had club houses in rented
basements or clubrooms. People
were  very friendly  and
neighborly. Boro Park was a
wonderful place to grow up in.

*In the middle section of Boro
Park from 17th Avenpe to 12th
Avenue and from 45th 10 55th
Sireet the population was almost
all Jewish. There were many
Italians living in the lower 40°s
and upper 50’s. There were very
few members of any other ethuic
groups living in Boro Park as far
as | can remember”.

One of the drawing cards that
brought Paul's parems to Boro
Park were his mother’s relatives
who lived here before them,
Paul's mother had a sister Jennic
Bernstcin  who lived on Slst
Street between® 16th and 17th
Avenue. They had cousins,
Friedlander family, with 16
children. Another sisier of Paul’s
mother was Mary who was
married to Jacob Selkowitz later
changed to Secly, they autended
services at Temple Emanuel.
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Paul is an lasurance Agem for
Mass Mulual. In his early years
besides delivering papers he also
worked as a Printing Salesman
for his father and others.

Paul's mother, Anna (RIP)
was deceased in 1930 in Boro
Park. His father Anhur (RIP)
was deceased while living in
1939 while living at the EI
Hambra, an apartment building
on 12lh Avenue between 45th
and 461h Street.

Paul is now married to
Barbara (nce Eisenstein) whose
{amily was also amongst the old
time Boro Parkers: Her mother's
maiden  name  was  Ruth
Schwartz and her grandparents
were Isidore and Celia Schwarntz
who lived all their lives at 1606
52nd Sueet and attended Cong.
Boei Jehudah on 16(h Avenue
and 53rd Street.

All in all Paul has very fond

memories of growing up and
living in Boro Park.

BNAI BRITH
BORO PARK LODGE
Paul Zittel gave us on old

invitation from the Annual
Installation of officers of the
Bnai Brith Boro Park Lodge No.
1421 and the Boro Park Chapier
No. 331 (woman's group) which
was held at the YMHA of Boro
Park on Morday, April 25, 1955,
The officers listed on the
invitation, all Boro  Park
residents at the Lime, are the
following:

President - Paul E. Zittel}

tst Vice President - -
Jacob Weinberg

2nd Vice Presidemt - Ben
Coopermon

Treasurer - Dr. Benjamin
Scheiman

Secrelary - Reuben Cohen

Financial Secretary - Murmay
Boriskin

Chaplain - Hon. Abraham
Sussman

Warden - Alfred Bennest

President - Mrs. Syd Seiden

Vice President - Mrs, Evelyn
Eisen

Vice President - Mrs. Buelah
Gershen

Vice President - Mrs. Mildred
Fromme :

Treasurer - Mrs. Ethel Gold

Recording Secretary - Mrs.
Mollie Kalman

Social Secretary - Mrs. Beue
Benneu

Financial Secretary - Mrs.
Rose Siegel

Corresponding  Secrelaries -

Mrs. Edith Berger

Mrs. Bea Gold-

Mirs, Teresa Reisman

Mss. Lucille Young

There were also a number of
Trustecs listed for both groups.

BOROUGH
PARK HOMES

The following ads appcared
in the Brooklyn Eagle in 1898
promoting new homes in
Borough Park. How things have
changed,

1

DECEMBER 5, 1997

WILLIAM H. REY'NOLDS.
announces that he IS
constructing SO additional
homes at Borough Park.
These will be sold at cost.
On and afier Saturday. April
2, 1898, including Sundays,
he will be al the office of the
company from 8 am. 0 9
p.m. Eight home owners
have alrcady purchased.
Investments not
Speculations. Homes - not
Houses. 250 homes now
occupied by owners
Office Building 49th Sueet
and New Utrecht Avepue,
Brooklyn.

Take Fifth Avenue Tralley.

Do you intend renting a
home for the summer? Do
you wanl lg gel away from
the city?

‘We now have a proposition
10 make o homeseekers (hat
is absolutely unprecedenied.

We have all the benelits of
a2 counlrty home - shade
trecs,  beautiful  lawns,
delightful breezes from the
Occan - and only 26
minutes from New York
City Hall. Within easy reach
of your business and where
you can spend your
cvenings with your family.
Such are Borough Park
Homes. It will cost you
nothing to visit the property
and learn  whal  this
extraordinary offer js. Fare
S¢. WILLIAM H.
REYNOLDS, Pres., 49th St.
& New Uuecht Avenue,
Brooklyn. Take 5th Avenue
“L", Boraugh Park Divison

Froawm ™

HELP PRESERVE THE
HISTORY OF B.P.

You can help prescrve the
pride and history of Boro Park.
You can heip in the roscarch
preservation and promotion of
this community by submiling
your own memories, photos and
other memorablia. You can help
aso by becoming a memiber of
the Boro Park Historical Society
- only $5 per year ($3 retired of
student) $10 - for business or
organization, or by making 2
contribution. Send materials 1o
B.P.HS. 4707 1%h Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11219.



BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS *
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

LEON J. HOFFMAN, Ph.D.
Dear Boro Park Communily
News: |

The following is the "]
Remember Boro Park™ arucle
you asked me 10 submit when
we lalked briefly at the Yeshiva
Eiz Chaim Reunion at (he
Menorah Temple.

§ was born in 1939 at the
Istael Zion Hospital (now
Maimonides) the third of three
children. My 1wo sisters wers
born 8 and 6 years before me.
We lived virlually all the time on
the comer of 11th Avenue and
$3rd Street (1103). Rabbi Snow
now lives there,

Afler atiending Yeshiva Btz
Chaim (1 graduated in 1952) 1
altended Stuyvesanlt High
School and graduated in 1956.
Coincidentally, we not only had
that wonderful Yeshiva Btz

Chaim Reunion in September
1997, but two weeks laier
Swyvesant H.S. held the 40th
Annivesary reunion in
Marhattan
My father, Joseph Hoffman,
was active for many years in the
Yeshiva and in the formation of
the new state of Israel, Afler
serving as Treasurer of Ihe
Yeshiva Etz Chaim, he served as
President for about four years,
He also served us Vice President
of .the Boro Park Torah Center
which was located on 49th Street
and Fort Hamilton Parkway.
That Torah Center or Synagogue
has alas been razed and in its
p]ace. has been erected some
meaningless-looking  strip-mall
;0“ of structure. Well so much
t;rrvh Odox?_“mm Europeanl.
Rabbi Chaim Bialik was the
Rabbi of that synagogue. His son

Nathan Bialik-contnued.in his
father's footsteps and succeeded
his father as Rabbi of that
synagogue. I attended Rabbi
Nathan Bialik's Boro Park
wedding, Boro Park was a place
unlikely to find reproduced
anywhere in the civilized warld.

Btz Chaim was one of the
first Hebrew Day Schools in the
world with the idea being to
educate Jewish Youth {boys for
the most part at that time) in the
language of the Bible - Hebrew -
heretofore considered forbidden.
Previously Jewish Youth, it may
be recalled, spoke Yiddish, and
Hebrew was reserved explicity
for prayers in the synagogue.

My sisters attended P.S.160
on Fort Hamilton Parkway and

! 51st Street, New Umecht H.S.,

Brooklyn College and N.Y.U.

* Our mother, Rose, was the

traditional housewife, ! seldom
remember coming home (0 a
home without a parent there.
When I watked home mid-day
from Yeshiva, my mother was
there with lunch.

Rabbi Moses Shulman was
the principal of the Hebrew
Department of the Yeshiva and
Mr. William Kufeld (who I'm |
now given 1o understand held a |
Ph.D.) scrved as principal of the
English Department for about 5¢
years. To this day Rabbi ‘
Shulman serves for me as a
model for many things - &
mentor, & guide, a smiling face,
and an gccepling one, but most,

JANUARY 12,
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1oftall a zadik (rightcous persen).
He was as righteous a man as |
believe 1 have ever had the
honar to know. 1 coatinue 10 use
him as a2 model when delivering
lectures pertaining to  guides,
mentars  and  distinguished
models.

A different thrust had major
influence in the way my life
unfolded - my exposure (o, and
trainpng in, classical music - as a
{chamber music) cellist After an
carly start (age 4) and coming
from a somewhat musically
supporstive family, I eventually
got maoved along to some of the
country's finest musical teaching

situations, which ta this day-

stand me in the very best stead.
The Bora Park influences were
large indeed. In particular there
was another mentor - Myron
Levite - who for 40 vears was
the conductor of the Boro Park
Y MHA. Orchestra.  That
orchestra rehearsed and
performed regularly at the “Y”
on 14 are and 50th Street, Myron
(who died a couple of years ago)
was an astonishingly energetic
and ‘“giving" musician. A
violinist by training but his
caliing was conducting. He
would  think  nothing of
“rounding” up many of his
“regular’ players in his large
{usually a  Cadillac or
Oldsmobile) car, (he was very
short) and literally take us flo

. rehearsal whers no holds wers
. barred. He exposed us to much

of the world's great orchestral

67
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music and he-. generated a
fabulously loyal and commited
group of friends/ musicians
feolleagues. Many of us are to
this day still in close touch . The
likes of Robert Mermill (of
Metropolitan Opera and New
Utrecht H.S. fame) performed
with our *“Y” orchestra. We will
never be able to adequately
thank or measure the effect of
Myron. My hope is to pass on, in
my travels through the -50
countries 1 have so far visited,
what I was taught in my Boro
Park Days - about Judaism,
music and civilized living in a
most unique community Lhe
likes of which may never again
be seen.

Thank you,

Leon Hoffman, Ph.D.

In a follow up telephone
conversation we leamned that Dr,
Leon Hoffman is now a clinical

[ psychologist in private practice
and resides in Chicago, Nl. His
parents first moved 1o Boro Park
in 1932 or 1933, from Jersay
City, NJ a short time after their
marriage. His mother (nee Lien)
was brought up in Hoboken, NJ
and was a pharmacist. His father,
Joseph, was a distibutor for
Streits and Rokeach products
and the business may have been
the reason for their move to
Boro Park.

Their first address in Boro
Park waz at SI10-ilth Avenue
from 1932 to 1935 (approx.).
They then moved to 964-49
Swreet and finally moved 1o

1103-33 Strect in 1939. Leon's
sister Arlein {(now Chetner) was
2 piano 1cacher at the "Y”
working with Myron Levite.
Leon’s Bar Mitzvah took place
al the Yeshiva Etz Chaim and
the reception was at Menorah
Temple.

Leon moved out of Boro Park
in 1957 when he attended the
University of Miami. His family
moved about 6 months later and
went 1o South Miami Beach. His
father and partners purchased the
Suathhaven Hotel in  South
Miaimi Beach in order to
convert it into & Kosher hotel for
middle income people. Leon
indicaled tht he had many fond
memories of people and-places
in Boro Park and hopes that he

and/or his sister will do a sequet

10 this article in the near future.
Ed: We would like 16 thank

Dr. Leon Hoffman for his

interesting contribution.

MORTON A.A. GROSS,
D.D.S.

Dear Jacque Friedman;

1 was born and raised in Boro
Park. 1left in November 1952 to
enler the US Air Force and
served in combat during the
Korean War,

My dad, Dr. Ezekiel Gross,
had his dental office in our home
at 1102-56th Sweet from 1927
Ul 1963 when he passed away.

Although 1 had my office in
Great Neck 1 still vtilized his
office two days a week until my
mother, Tamara Abt Gross
passed away in 1980.

JANUARY 12,

1998

My maternal grandmother's
brother was among the ecarly
Jewish residents of Boro Park.
His name was Raphael Bonime.
His estate was [ocated between
47th and 48th Street and
between 14ih and 15th Avenues
(almost a full square block). He
was one of the founders of the
[srae] Zion Hospital, Temple
Emanuel and the YMHA on
14th  Avenue and 50th Street.
He passed away in the carly 30's.

[ was born on November 15,
1928 in the Boro Park Malernity
on I5th Avenue and 45th Sueet.

I graduated from Yeshiva Ez
Chaim in June 1942. [ was

married to may wife Gerda
Gruber Gross by Rabbi Harmry
Wohlberg of the Congregation
Shomrei Emunah on June 17th,
1951. We have three sons and
the cldest two were born in the
Israel Zion Hospital. As we say
“once a Boro Parker, always a
Boro Parker/

Sincerely,

Dr. Morton Abraham Abi
Gross )

Is & telephone folfow up
conversation with Dr. Gross we '
obtained additional information.
His mother, Tamara Abt came to
Boro Park as a young girt in
1921 directly fram Volozhin,
Poland! She had some relatives
in Boro Park. His father moved
to Bore Park from East New
York in 1927 when he was
married, Dr. Gross mentioned
that he has a letter written in
1935 from the Agudath Israel to
his father, when they were
organizing a branch in Boro
Park, asking him to join and help
them. The family belonged to
Congregation Beth lsrael, 11th
-Avenue and S6th Street, and
attended that synagogue
primarily as it was very close to
home.
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In reference to the Raphael
Bonime cstate location, Dr.
G.mss ¢xplained an apparent
discrepancy with a previous
article on file saying that in later
years the family sold the estate
on 47th -48th Street and
purchased a home at 1356-45th
Street. He said that Mr. Raphael
Bonime was a weglthy business
man, in the corrugated paper box
busincss. He was the first in
Boro Park to own an automobile.
He said the name Bonime wes
shortened from the original
European name of Bonimovitch.
Others in the family shortened it
to Bunim, He said that Dr.
Bunim was a relative of his and
wes the doctor who actually
delivered him at the Boro Park
Matemity which was previously
called Doctors Hospital.

Ed: We thank Dr. Morton

Gross for. his  interesting
contribution,
COMET 1946

The Comet, the graduation
Yearbook of New Utrecht HS
contains  the
addresses of the graduates for
that year. Looking through the
* Comet for June 1946 and the
Commencement Exercises
program for the same year. |
came across and listed the names
and addresses of many Boro
Parkers. New Utrecht HS after
all was the main high school for
the residents of Boro Park at that
time. It would be of historical
interest to note and record the

names of some of the officials of ;

that time as wetl.

When all  the gathered
historical  information will
finally be storcd in a computer
hopefully soon (if we get the
financial and volunteer
.assisumce). All  the (actual
information will be important
and useful in completing the
Boro Park puzzle,

\
|

names and,

The following is a list aof
some of the officials of that
period:

Leo B. Ryan - Principal

Mary T. McGrath &
Raymond L. Noonan - Assistant
Principals.

Thomas J. Fizpatdck -:

Teacher in charge of New
Utrecht Evening HS.

Members of the Board of
Education - New York City:

Andrew J. Clauson, Jr. -
President

Joseph D. Fackenthal - Vice

1ICAdehe.

Anthony Campagna, George
H. Chatfield, James Marshall,
Maximilian Moss and George A.
Timone.

John E.
Superintendent of Schools.

The following are the names
of some of the graduates who
lived in Boro Park. Are any of
the names or address familiar to
our readers?

Jerome Albert 1254-42 St.
Leonard Aliano 882-54 St.
Harvey Altschuler 908-46 St.
Kenncth Amster 5712 - 11 Ave.
Harold Anderson 3810 - 15th Ave.
June Asnien 3819-15 Ave.
Morris Auruch 1224-41 St
Bertsam Auerbach 1516-46 St.
Hedy Banasz 4304-16 Ave,
Adele Baron 1425-59 St.
Bertram Baxt 176855 St
Robert Bella 147143 St.

Paul Bender 1014-46 St
Nicholas Benvenuto 4533-16 Ave.
Gerald B 1335-50 St.
Bernasd Berkowitz 1235-55 St
Bemard Berkowitz 1250-51 St
Mae Bernstein 1031-54 St
Marilyn Bernstein 155245 St.
Martin Bernsteln 1418-40 St
Aslenc Bezshler 5200-15 Ave,
Marjorie Black 1670-50 St.
Lucille Blatt 1664-54 St.

Lea Blech 3513-12 Ave.

Herbert Bleek 126444 St.
Abraham Bober 86449 St.
Harold Bohmerwald 931-47 St.
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Pasline Bonanno 1321-54 St.
Engene Bordwick 490114 Ave.
Angelina Brancaccio §546-58 St.
Carl Bravstein 1285-52 §t. |
Monte Brick 140941 SL
Rebecea Brilliant 1414-47 St

* Muriel Brisman 151949 St.

Joc Brodie 4117-13 Ave.

Miriam Brown 1270-43 St
Marvin Buchner 1874-47 St.
Anita Cammerano 979-42 St.
Josephine Canderozzi 1318-40 St
Norma Caplin 1032-46 St.
Frances Capobianco 5713-18 Ave.
Rosina Capozzi 1236-38 St.

Pat Cappelta 1301-57 St
Phelomena Carlo 1658-59 St.
Irving Camo 4323-9 Ave.

Angelo Castiglione 4512-11 Ave.
Lawrence Chasan 1618-47 Su
Parti Chiaffarano 1125-58 St.
Anita Chugarman 936-43 St.
Daniel Cirllo 5809-11 Ave.

We hope to continue listing
more names and addresses in
future columns. Some of this
information will be of interest to
some people now, discovering
who lived in their homes or
sireets at one Gme, noting the
demographics of the
neighborhood, etc. Of the 104
names reviewed so far, the
above list of 50 names are from
Boro Park (48%).

HELP PRESERVE THE

HISTORY OF B.P.

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.
You can help in the research
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own memories, photos and
other memorablia. You can help
also by becoming a member of
the Boro Park Historical Society
- only $5 per year ($3 retired or
student) $10 - for business or
organization, or by msking a
contribution. Send maierials to
BP.HS. 4707 13th Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11219:
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK IN
THE NEWS MEDIA

Boro Park has been in the
ncws media a number of tmes
recently in regard to news cvents
that have occurred in the
neighborhood. However, a
recent front page feature article
in the New York Times,
describing the changes in Boro
Park, gives the community;
additional status and |
prominence. The world is finally !
beginning to recognize . what we
residents have known all along,
that Boro Park is indeed a

unique and special  (great)
communily,

The article entitled,
“Orthodox Neighborhood

Reshapes  Itself”  written by
Deborah  Sontag, New  York
Times Jan. 7, 1998, discusses the

changes in housing construction,
population, birth rate and way of
life in the community. Tt
includes a few historical facts
which should be of interest to
residents, former residents and
history bugs.

The following arc some of the
infonini iion and facis mentioned
in the aticle with some of our
comiaz s shown in brackets:

The article uses the spelling
of “Borough Park™ for the
community, [whereas we now
commonly spell it “Boro Park."]

The anicle describes Boro
Park as the largest ulira.
-Orthodox Jewish community
outside of Jerusalem. [Some:
consider iL o be the largest
including Jerusalem, if one
compares il to an equal size area

within Jerusalem.]

A “Since 1990, the Building
hpmmem has issued more

peomits, 822, for private
construction projcts | - new
heomes and additions - in the
Boro Park area than in any other
residential  neighborhood in
Braoklyn." {The residents of the
community appreciate the fact
that il is a very desirable place to
live for many people but
certainly feel the congestion in
living and parking space which
has resulted. ]

"Early in the century, the
neighborhood was home to
Jewish, Italian, and Irish families

- after World War II, many
Holocaust  survivors  settled
among the modern Orthodox
Jews there, forming a nucleus of
Yiddish speaking and religious
Hassidim of various sects.”

"As the Italian and Irsh
maved out to the suburbs, and
many modem Orthodox 1o
neighboring Flatbush and
Midwood, that nucleus sprouted
a new Old World in the heart of
Brooklyn." [We should keep in
mind that many Orthodox Jews
moved to Boro Park from other
changing areas in the cily, such
as  Williamsburg, Brownsville,
East New York, Lower East
Side, ctc. There were also many

-who -escaped the revolution in

Hungary in the 1950's and
setiled here. The chahge in the
population was not the result of
Holocaust survivors only.)
“Studying the ncighborhood's
fertility rates, the City Planning
Deparument’s experts on

- population.... calculated that the

FEBRUARY-MARCH 1998

fertility rate in Boro Park was
double that of the city as a
whole.” (We should keep in
mind that the city as a whale
also includes other Orthodox
Sewish communities with bhigh
birth rates, and stil! the birth rate
here is double that of the city.]
“Total population estimates
vary. In 1990, the census
counted about 50,000 people in
Boro Park, the overwheiming
majority of whom are Jewish.
Community members believed
the figure to be tow then and far
too low 10 represent today.” [The
information available to us
indicates that the eslimales
should be double these figures at
least. The problem is that the
population figures depend upon
which boundaries are used 10
define the Boro Park area. (See
comments later regarding the
boundaries of Baro Park ]
“Geographically, the
community's heart lies between
12ih and 18th Avenues and 40th
and 6ist Streets in southem
Brooklyn." [The boundaries
mentioned in  this sentence,
although the author is careful not
to define it as such, ace different
than most other attempts to
describe  the houndary of Boro
Park. The most authentic
traditional boundary lines,
according to the records of the
Boro Park Historical socicty, are
from 8th Ave. to [8th Ave. and
form 37th St. to 60th St. On
some streets the boundary
extends to 19th Ave. There are
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also some other minor varialions
to this by McDonald Ave. and
Dahill Rd. There is no official
or lechnical boundary line. As
?hc Jewish community grew and
individuals living in surrounding
areas wanted to be part of this
communily, they called these
arcas Borc Park. The various
population  figures therefore
depend  directly on  what
boundaries are used for Baro
Park.)

“There are very few Bero
Park homes thal predate World
War 1, which is extremely rare
in a city where the bulk of the
housing steck is pre-war.”
[Although there are many new
homes in Boro Park, we can't
agree wilh that observation or
stalement. There are some
blocks that do have a majority of
new homes; but on my block and
the surrounding blocks, the vast
majority of its homes are pre

. WW )1, That would be true of
the majority of blocks in Boro
Park.] The article describes
some aspects of orthodox Jewish
life in the comminity very well
and requires no comments. Lt
shows a photograph of a woman,
Nechy Kesserman lighting the
Sabbath candles while her father
Beryl Jachimowitz (of Ereiz
Realty) and ber nephew Heshy
Follman and his sisters walch.
The atticle includes some
commenis from local individuals
such as :

. Abraham Biderman, an
Investment banker who served as

Finance, Commissioner and
Housing Commissioner under
mayor Edward 1. Koch: Rabbi
Shlemo Stern wha runs a school
for retarded children: Rabbi
David Grossman, the Chaplain
at  the Merropolitan Jewish
Geriawric  Center;  aad Hershel
Lieber, an accountant.

Bernice A. Blumer

Dear Dr. Kupist:

To begin with my mother
Jennie Dill and father Sol
Ashkenazy met in Boro Park. |
believe it was in the old Young
Israel Synagogue on 50th St. and
J4th Ave. My mother had been a
Roro Park resident before that.
They were married in Aprl 12,
1938.

I was bom in Maimonides
Hospital. My maiden name was
Bernice Ashkenazy. My sister
Adele is four years younger than
me.
One of my fondest memories
of Boro Park was of the sixth
grade. Somehow the names and
faces of thesc classmates stand
out in my mind. I attended
PS164 on 141h Ave. and 43 St
where Mr. Perlman and Ms.
Cohen were then the principal
and assistant principal. M.
Benjamin Anker was my sixth
grade 1eacher.

Some of my former
classmates from sixth grade
were as follaws: my best friend
was Geraldine Treland, the others
were Jjanet Ozer, Diane Grill,
Gloria Shimenti, Laurence Solo,
Arthur Levine, Arthur A, Carl
Di Somma, Lewes Wolfe, Anita
Poni, Fenncy Beal, Arline
Kessler, Marie Salb, Dominica
Cucite.

+ FEBRUARY-MARCH 1 998

Other teachers at PS164 that I
had were Ms. Rossman, Ms.
Moore and Ms. Schifferdecker.
These were my secand, third and
fourth grade |eachers. My auatls,
uncies, sister Adele and cousin
Beraice Schwartz have also gone
to PS164.

Some of the stores on |3th
Ave. that [ remember were
Woolworth, The Retail Market,

Rennels Bakery, Allen Shoc
Store, Hebrew National
Delicatessen, and  Wallach’'s
Men's Store.

Afier school and on my days
off from school my mother
would often stroll with us to the
38th St. park from our house al

1360-44th St. An clderly sweet .

lady would always be there. Her
name was Ms. Frankel, she had

no children. This lady would,

always bring a pocketbook filled
with candy which she gave out
10 the childrea. This was her
life's pleasure. We would always
find her in the back of the park
swings.

Another incident I recall also
1ook place at 1360-44th St.,
where we lived. We used to feed
squirrels from our fire escape.
My friend Jenny who lived in
the next attached house at
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1358-44th St. on the second
floor, would join us in the fun.
Whenever we  finished our
homewark, this was our pastime.
It happened one day that we
didn't feed the squirrels, One
squirrel ran ioto my apartment
because he was looking for nuts.
Boy did we have a tough time
getting the poor thing out of our
apartmenL

In those days our family did
nhot own a blender, therefore my
mother would take us 10 a local
candy store on the comer of 40th
St and 14th Ave. called “Dotty
and Mom”." We would bring
along an cgg or two, buy a
malied sod have the egg added
to it Boy was that a delicious
treat.

Another candy store on the
comer of 14th Ave. and 43rd SL
was ‘“Lenoy’s”. At times a
salesman from Duncen Yo-Yo
Co. would come down 1o
promots and sell Yo-Yo's. He
showed tricks and organized
Yo-Yo contests. Quite a crowd
would appear on the comer 1o
walch and participate.

Our family later moved to
1455-38th St. Some of my

friends at that time were Carole

Mintz, Carole Zuckerman, Julict
Fried, Gail Miller, Linda Mirra
end Eileen Esposito. In the
neighborhood I remember there
was a s&1 of twins, Bobby and
Susan Schweitzer. They had a
friend who lived near the park on
38th St. and 15th Ave.

After | graduated from PS164
i auended Montautk J.H.S. on
16th Ave. and 43¢d St. for one
year. My teacher's name was
Mr. Larry Long. There are only a
few. names of students that I
remember from there, Rae Ann,
and Brenda Schoen.

Alter Boro Park, my family
moved to Manhattan in 1953 and
now we live in Flatbush, These
childhood memories will always
be a specigl past of me. [ was
delighted to_write this article and
recall these memories.

Bemice A. Blumer

Comet 1946-cont.

We will continue o list
additional names and addresses
of students who graduated from-
New Utrecht H.S. in June 1946
and lived in Boro Park. We
counted the npames of the
graduates and ¢came up with the
figure of 674 ({(thai does not
include the graduates of evening
H.8). A good portion of those
students lived in Baro Park. If!
any of these names stir up old,
memories of Boro Park, please
share them with our readers.

Annette Cohen 163041 Si.
Elaine Cohen 172649 Si.
Judith Cohen 122346 Si.
Mildsed Cohen  1146-50 St.
Frank Censeatino  1747-59 St
Grace Coller 4910-15 Ave.
Charles Crespino  1341-43 St,
Julian Daly 1213-408:,
Seymeor Dauber 1431 40 S
Milton Davidsan 4704 16 Ave.

Patrick De Cresito  1031-44 St.
Marion Dolores  §703-12 Ave.
Edith De Luca  1805-49 S,
Guy Di Cosola 82342 St.
Elaine Ditchek  4217-16 Ave.
Atelne Dobres  1017-44 St.
Beverly Drespel  4910-15 Ave,
‘Elaine Ehcenfeld 1678-48 St.
‘Theima Ehelich  932-41 St.
iMorris Eisner S110-18 Ave.
Helen Elefant  1654-49 St.
Vivian Elinovitz . 112743 81,
Bemard Ellenbogen 1027-44 Si.
Eileen Eller  1255-10 Ave.
Rita Epstein  5102-10 Ave,
Ruth Erdman  1735-49 S1.
Utta Falkowiiz  1452-55 St.
Walter Feder  1037-51 81,
Evelyn Feinberg  1575-46 St

FEBRUARY-MARCH 1998

Rhoda Fenster 1681-49 Su

Gloria Ferracane 1116-50 Si.
Caonstance Fina 1047-55 St
Deborah Fisch  1454-54 St i
Adine Fishman 123%-49 St
Gustave Fistel 1400-51 St.

Ethel Flax 142043 St.

Marie Flotteron 116546 St.
Judith Forman 177246 $1

Mildred Faudin  1431-42 St.
Lila Fox 972-51 St.

Elaine Frank 1529-52 St
George Frank  1541-59 St
Murray Fried 1541-59 St.
Anita Friedman 861.48 Su.
Carolyn Friedman 1546-43 5t.
Jerame Friedman  1169-48 S.
Melvin Friedman 1374-42 St
Myra Friedman 10271-45 St.
Howard Frumin  1035-53 SL.

The above list of 49 names,
out of a toral of 96 names Lhat
were reviewed for this
instaliment, is equal to §1%. In
the last issue, the Boro Park
names equalled 10 48% of the
names reviewed, it may be fair to
estimate therefore, that abaout
50% of the student body in New
Utrecht H.S. at that time lived in
Bare Park.

HELP PRESERVE THE

HISTORY OF B.P.

You can help preserve the
pride and hbistory of Boro Park.
You can help in the research |
preservation and promodon‘of
this community by submiiting
your owa memories, phatos and
other memorablia. You can help
also by becoming a member of
the Bora Park Historical Society
- only $5 per year ($3 retired of
sludeat) $10 - for business of
organization, of by making 2
contribution, Send materials 10
BPHS. 4707 13th Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11219
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| REMEMIBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

DOROTHY PHILLIPS GEIGER

I was a mere one year old
child in 1903, when I moved to
Boso Park from the Lower East
Side. My parents, Pauline and
Jacch Phillips, had decided to
buy a two-family house at 1210
40th Steeet, in order to live near
tbeir cousins, the Beckers. With
the birth of my sister Lucille in
1910, our family was complete.

In e early 1900's, there were
morce farms than houses in the
40's streets, at that time the
Jewish seclion of Boro Park. My
mother bought freshly laid eggs
from a nearby farmer. Thigteenth
Aanue was completely
tesidential. In lime, the houses
from 39h Street up to 45th
Street were demolished and
stores were erected in  their
Place,

Te Culver Line ran at

ground level along 37th Sueel.

Since there were few houses in
+ the area, my father was able to
see when the train reached 13th
Aveaue, He would run to Fort
Hemilton Parkway and 37t
Sireet and board the train (0 his
- job in Manhattan, where he

worked as a sewing jmachine °

operator for a ladies coat and
aiit manufacwrer. In those days,
trains were not yet heated and
were cold in winter. Stations,
however, were heated by
potbe''y stoves. (I might
menti sn that, in the days before
the esiablishment of the garment
. workers' umion, a garment
worker had to buy hig or her
own sewing machine and ¢
dack and forth to work a:z;t
day.)
When 1 was six year ofg, [
- susted school at P.S. 131, 434
Street and  Fort  Hamilton
Parkway. When I was in second

grade, a Rew Public Schaol, P.S.
)64 was built at 4211 14th

Avenue, and children who lived
on 12th Avenue were transferred
to P.S. 164,

My parents belonged to
Templte Beth-El (the  first
synagogue in Boro Park), then
located on 41st Street and 12th
Avenue, around the corner from
our house.

Boro Park was really like a
park in those days! Starting in
the 50s Streets every bouse was
palatial, with large front and
back yards. The Boro Park

Clubhouse (demolished) was on,

J13th Avenue, S50th to S5lst
Sueets, It was a beantiful
building with a2 large
wrap-around fropt porch and a
semi-circular  driveway  for
borses and carriages.

. Bessie and Hamy @oben
owned a two-family house next
door 1q us. Bessie's sister, Dora
and ber = busband, Louis
Schenker, rented the ground
floor apartment. Tbe Cobens
lived in the upstairs apartment
"Sarah, amother sister, and her
bushand, Jack Herlands, lived in
a twofamily bouse directly
across 12th Avenue from the
" firchouse, which was (and is) at
4212 12th Avenue.

Sarah and Jack Herlands were
exceptionally warm and kind,
and the Schenker family was
friendty. The Cobens, although
+pot as oulgoing as the Herlands
§ and Schenker families, were'also

\ nice people.

1598

Dora and Louis Schenker had
four sons: David, Ed, Bea and
Moshe. 1 later recommended
Moshe for 2 job in the Ysrael
Zion Hospital, where he worked
as a guard for many years. Ed
was a prominent certified public
accountant. Dave and Bob,
prominent corporale lawyexs,
headed their own law frm.
During the 1930s, Dave was an

atomey with the recently
established  Securities  and
Exchange Commission.

Sarah and Fack Herlands had
four cbildren, William Balfour
and Herbert were fawyors.
Lillian was a professor of
English Literature at New York
Univessity, and Robert was a
prominent Manhaiian dentist, *
William B, was the New York
City Commissioner of
Investigation  during Mayor
LaGuardia’s administration and
Jater was a Federal Judge in the
U.S. Disrict Cout in

_Manhatian, where be served with

distinction.
Bessie and Harry Cohen had

.four children, Mormris was a
 doctor, a general practitioner,

and maintained a practice in
Boro Park umiil he retired in
1959. He was on staff of the
Israel Zion Hospital and had his
office at his bome, a
three-family swmucce house on
46h Street between 15th and
16th Avenues (where the Cohen
family had moved from 40th
Street). Sigmund, the youngest
{Jimmy) was a druggist, with a
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store on the comer of 14ih
Avenue and S4th Sireer (now a
small synagogue), Hymie was
also a druggist and had a drug
store in Bensonhurst for many
years. Kate, a sweet and kind
young girl, married Gustave
Posner, a lawyer who lived with
his family in Boro Park. Kate
and Gustave had two children,
Edward and Lucille,

As I menlioned, my family's
first home was a two-family
house a1 1210 40th Sireer. in
1918 there was 2 world-wide
influenza epidemic. | was
suffering from this lerrible

disease when a fire broke out ip -

our apartment. Since } wag
unable to walk, a fireman carried
me out of cur burning apartment
in a featherbed. Everything in
our apartment --  clothes,
furniture -- was destroyed. The
only thisg thal survived was the
featherbed in  which | was
wrapped !

In 1925, my family moved 10
a rental apariment in a private
house at 1148 46th Stree|. {The

Scbenkers bad also moved ang, -

coincidentally, now lived
directly across the streey from

us) In 1929, we moved 10 an

aprument at 1540 47th Streer, 2
private house owned by my
uncie, Mortis Phillips,

Although my family wasn't
Onthodox, { joined the Young
Israet of Boro Park because my

friends  belonged. My best
friends were helen Cranzier and
Arne Dicker, my classmares a;

P.S. 164. We were in the same
classes all through schaol and
remained friends for Jife.

After T gradualed high schoo)
in 1920, my first job was as
secrelary-bookkecper a1 the
Machzike Talmud Torah, 43rd

Streel between 13th and 14th
venues. My  job  included
entering  marks on  students'
report cards. The principal was
Samuel  J. Borowsky, a
wonderlul  man, However, 1|
didn’t feel safe working there
because § was alone much of the
time and Ihe outer doors (o the
building were not Jocked.

In 1923, | therefore found a
Job at the recenily esiablished
Israel  Zion  Hospital  (now
Maimonides). 1 was secrelary to
Boris Fingerhur, the director. 1
femember Newman Dube, who
founded he Israel Zion. My
memories of him are particularly
clear, since he visited (he
hospital frequently. Mrs., Dube
was a charming woman and Mr,
Dube was a kind man. He
always inviled the entire hospital
slaff 10 the Israel Zion's
fundraising dinners. Crdinarily,
peoplie who attendedd the dinner
had to contribute 2 minimum of
$100!

1 remember Dr. Greenberg, a
nose and Uvoat specialist, and
Dr. Herman, a specialist in
inernal medicine. Dr. Herman's
office was in his home, a Jarge
privale house on 48th Suree| and
Jdth Avenue.

| was soon promoled to the
job of admitting clerk. The work
was stressful but T enjoyed the
human  contact. My next
promolion advanced me to the
position of social worker. In
ordes Lo qualify for the job, T had
10 take a few clisses al the New
School For Social Service. As a
social worker, I was at ex officio
menber of the Medical Board of
Israel Zion and aitended Board
meetings.

In connection with my job as
a social worker, during the
1920's | was on the staff of the
Israel Zion sponsored Henretta
Aid Society and Rachel Aig
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Sociely. These ladies 2id
societies disbursed money, fo00d
for Shabbos (Sabbath), and
clothing 1o poor families, 1 also
advised patients, who needed
additiona! lime to recuperate
about convalescent homes.

One day [ visited some
fricnds: Sadie, a schoolteacher.
and her husband, Samuel .
Morrison, a  dentist, The
Marrisons lived in Boro Pak
and had 1wo children, Edward
and Richard. (In the 1960s,
during Mayot Lindsay $
adminsitration, Edward held an
important job in City Ha}L) Dr
William Geiger, who lived in
Williamsburg, was also visiung
the Morrisons on that day. We
slarted dating, and of count,
were married on November 3,

1929 at the Concordia Club,
45th Street and 14th Avence.
The stock market had crashed
onty a month befare our
wedding, A greal many people.
having invested af} their money
in  stocks that were flow
worlhless, became instani
paupers. Many of our guess
couldn't  afford 10 buy us
wedding presents! f

As an employee of the lsael
Zion Hospital, 1 used my
contacts 1o have Will accepted
on the medical staff. At the ume
I met Will, he was a general
Ppractilioner; later on, he became
a pediatrician.

My husband’s parents, U
Geigers, had meanwhile moved
1o an apartment in a twa-family
house at 902 56th Street. Wil
had his office in his parenis’
apartment.  After we were
married his parents moved out of
their apartment and we moved
in. Will's affice remained in our
apartment. (In 1930, 1 resigned
from the Israel Zion Hospital in
arder to work in my husband's
medica! office.) We lived at 907
56th Street until 1931, when we
renled an apartment in the housi
across he streel, 905 56th Stree
where Will also had his office
We bought the house in 1936.
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Will and I had two children.
Arthur was born in the lsrael
Zion Hospital in 1931, foliowed
by his sister Beuy in 1937. Both
of my children attended P.S.
105, 1031 59t Strect. Asthur
became a bar mitzvah at Beth
Israel of Boro Park, 5602 1tih
Avenue, where he had taken
afternon Hebrew classes.

Beuy married a doctor and
naw lives in New Jersey. Arthur,
a podiatrist, is single and lives in
Boro Park. He is a Doctor of
Podiatty at Kings Coumy
Hospital and Assistant Clinical
Professor at Downstate Medical
Center on Brooklyn.

I have lived with Arthur since
the death of my husband Wil in
December 1981.

* My family was one of the
first Jewish families in mostly
Protesiant Boro Pack. It is almost
95 years since 1 moved to Boro
Park in 1903! Will and 1| were
married for over 50 years and
were very happy. Our children
are wonderful and we had many
close friends. [ was a member of
the Boro Park Chapter of
Hadassah for many years.

There have been many
changes in Boro Park since the
long-ago days when there were
more farms than houses in Boro
Park! But one thing has
remained constant -- the love of
family and friends by the people
who live in Boro Park.

(Ed. note: the above article
wis prepared and submitted by
Lucille Posner. We thank her for
her interesting contribution.)

WILLIAM

KUFELD

(R.LP.)

A numbes of obilvary ads
appeared in the NY Times on
February 10, and 11, 1998 in
memory of William Kufeld
(R.LP.). We are repeating the
following ad which is Boro Park
related. Several articles have
been written in past columns
about his father, Max Kufeld
(RLP.) and family and about
Yeshiva Etz Chaim.

“Kufeld - William. A long
time friend, esleemed Board
member and counsel o the
Foundation. His integrity, skills
and love of the Yeshiva where
his late father served as Principat
will be chesished. Sincere
condolences to his family.

Yeshiva Ewz
Foundation

Pres. ferome Hornblass™

Comet 1946-cont.

We will continue to list
additional names and addresses
of students who graduated from
New Utrecht H.S. in June 1946
and lived in Boro Park. If any of
these names ot addresses stir up
old memories of Boro Park,
please share them with our
readers. See one response after
this list.

Chaim

Rochelle Gareherth 135756 St.
Francine Garfunkel 157848 St
Louis Ganenberg S118-14 Ave.
Marvin Gartner 1425-51 St
Victor Geneo 5406-14 Ave,
Evelyn Gertner 816-47 St

Ruth Gervasi 1027-44 St

Eric Gewurz 4401-17 Ave.
Muriel Gilston 1108-56 St.
Ralph Ginzberg 914-47 St.
Edwin Gitilemsn 1581-53 St
Jancy Glass 966-51 5L

Helen Goffe 1011-44 St.
George Goffman 4902-16 Ave,
Bemice Goldberg 1817-50 St.
Hazel Goldberg 143646 St
Leonard Goldberg 5810-15 Ave.
Florence Golden 1560-40 St
Doris Goldman 902-44 St.

1998

Arnold Goldstein 124348 Su
Herbert Goldstein 1148-5) St
Glorta Goran 4809-14 Ave.
Lillian Gottesman 969-43 St
Flocence Gran 162448 SL
Leah Green 5315-14 Ave.
Ceacilia Greenberg 5614-15 Ave.
Claire Greenberg 1168-53 St
Theodore Greenberg 5501-12
Ave.

Hertbert Greenfield 1689 49 SL
Lila Greif 1607-42 Si.

Sue Gross 4820 13 Ave.
Estelle Grunther 956-44 St
Antbony Gullo 1523-45 St
Marilyn Halpern 1529-42 St
Neil Handelman 1571-52 St
Naomi Harbater 150049 St.
Warren Hecker 931-53 SL
Phyllis Hendler 1758-58 SL
Rauth Herman 1455-48 St
Pear) Hirth 5323-13 Ave.
Melvin Hoffman 1428-43 St
Joseph Holland 152344 Su.
Albert Holtzman 1042-50 St
Audrey Holzman 1016-50 St
Solomon Huriash 84247 St.
Roslyn Hyman 1444-43 St
Matthew Hlicete 1150-59 St.
loseph Jacobs 1507-38 St.
Julivg Jacobowitz 1047 50 St
Lillian Jaffe 1420 43 5L
Robert Jones 1528-49 St
Anita Kalish 154744 St.
Lenote Kane 911-46 St
Gertrade Kaplan 1213 46 St

Ruthele Kaplan 1453-44 St..
Seymour Kaplan 4514-10 Ave.
Jerry Karst 1338-45 SL

Beverly Katz 142947 St

Gloria Kaiz 1464-42 St

Rosalyn Katznelsou 967-47 St.

Ruth Kescler 4600-14 Ave.

Basbara Kleigman 933-45 St

Rita Klein 1621 53 St

Abraham Kleinberg 122342 St

Melvin Klipper 1668 43 SL

Rhoda Koenigsberg 962-43 St

Ruthd Kottick 1435-42 St

Theodare Kraft 155245 St

Sheila Kraut 1241.39 St

Sylvia Krigar 4519-10 Ave.

Florence Krinick 4020-9 Ave.

Albert Kronman 1059-58 St

Albert Kruger 153141 St.

The above list of 73 pames,
out of a total of 120 names that
were  reviewed for  this
instaltment, is equal to 60.8%. In
the three installments of names
listed in this column to date out
of a total of 320 names
reviewed, 172 9t 53.8% lived in

Boro Park.
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Rebecca Brilliant
Dear Dr. Kipust:

In a list of some 1946
graduates of New Utrecht High
School in  the January “I
Remember Boro Park™ Column,
| recognized the name Rebecca
Brilliant. I remember her well
She and her parents lived at
1414 47th Swect, a three-family
house, next to the house of my
best friend, Cynthia Budove.
The Hamis Family, Rebecca’s
cousins, lived on the ground
floor of 1414 47th Strect, and
the Brilliant Family lived in an

upstairs apartment: I knew the.

two Harris daughters, Hanoah
and Leab, Hannah may she rest
in peace, was a renowned
teacher of Hebrew kindergarten
who wrote several books on the
subject Leah recently moved to
Jousalem with ber son and his
family.

The Harmis and the Brilliant
families were Orthodox Jews
and fervent Zionists., Mr. and
Mrs. Rrilliant had emigrated to
[stacl (then Palestine) in the
1930's with their three children,
Rebecca and her two older
brothers. Rebecea returned with
her parents to the U.S. just
before the start of World War [}

since many people were afraid
that Germany wouldy occupy
Patestine. (Fortunately that never
came to pass.) The Brilliant's
two sons remained in Palestine,
One son, Moshe, was an Israeli
correspondent for The New
¥ork Times for many years.
Rebecca lived up lo her last
rame — Brifliant! She had a keen
grasp of current affairs and was
a brilliant student, Her father

APRIL

owncd a wholesale fluorescent -

lighting company in Manhattan
by the name of — what else

--Brilliant Lighting Works. At |

the same i{ime that she went to
New Utrecht High School, she
also attended a Hebrew high

school in Manhattan in the
afternoons.
Rebecca belonged 10

Hashomer Hadati, an Ortohodox
Ziopist organization. After she
graduated from high school, she
became a member of a
Hashomer Hadati kibbuiz in
Palestine (now Israel), where she
taught kindergarien. (She now
uses the name Rivka, the
Hebrew of Rebecca) Rivka
married a Sephardi member of
the kibbutz. Her father died a
few years later and Rivka and
her husband moved to the U.S,;

1998

her husband now manages her
late father’s lighting business.
Rivka and her husband live in
Forest Hills and have two grown
sons. She works for the Board of
Jewish Education, supervising
the curriculum of yeshivas.

Lucille Posner

(Ed. note: We thank Lucille
Posaer for this contribution and
for all her many interesting
contribations to this columa and
the history of Boro Park.)
You can help in the research
preservation and promation of
this community by submilting
your own memories, photos and
other memorablia, You can belp
also by becoming a member of
the Boro Park Historical Society !
- only $5 per year ($3 retired of
student) $10 - for business or
organization, or by making 32
contribution. Send materials to
BP.HS. 4707 13th Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11219,
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Boro Park Stereotype
Dear Editor:

I was pleased to see Dr. .
Philip |. Kipust's anticle entitled
“Boro Park in the News Media”,
appearing in  your February
March 1998 issue. However, in
hoping 10 ses the mainstream I
media’s stereotypical portrayal

~of Boro Park challenged, I was
somewhat disappointed.
~ While Dr. Kipust did a good
,!ob of clarifying various details,
including the neighborhood’s
x-wgnphical boundaries, he did
litle to address the stereotype
thet Boro Park is a purely
“Ultre-Orthodox ™ neighborhood.
Of course,, Haredim and
Hassidim do comprise a majority
PfBoro Park’s population-and it
is largely their hard work and
dedication that have made Boro
Park such a thriving community.

|

However, many changes have
recently occurred in Boro Park
that were not addressed in either
s the January 7 New York Times
article, or Dr. Kipust's critique
of i,

1. A pgreat number of
lialian-Americans continue (0
live in Boro Park. Many of them |
stayed here (there are five ltalian |
families in my apartment
building alone), since through !
it's changes, Boro Park has
remained a very safe, pleasant
arta to live, unlike many other
Brookiyn neighborhoods. There
are still a few Irish-Americans,
100.
| 2. It is impossible to ignore
the hoge influx of immigrants
from Eastern Europe through the

:‘B0's and 90's. Boro Park is now
home to one of the largest Polish
(gentle)  comrmunities  in

‘Brooklya, a5 can be seen by the

numeccous Polish businesses on
13th & 14th Aves., New Utrecht
Avenue and Fu Hamilton
Parkway. Thers are also large
numbers of Russians {(both
Jewish and Gentite), and smaller
numbers of Hungarians,
Ukranians and the like.

3. DBoro Park’s Hispanic
community has also swelled.
Particularly the Mexican
population has grown by leaps
and bounds, as evidenced by
Mexican restautants, groceries
and record stores in  many
tocations between 8th and 14th
Avenues. Boro Park is also
home to a significant number of
Puerto  Ricans, Daminicans,
Colombians, and others.

4. Also impossible to ignore
is Boro Park's large Middle
Easten and Ceatral Asian
population (indeed, a recent New
York Times article detailed Bora
Park's - growing Muslim
community). Indians, Iranians,
Pakistanis, and Turkish are now
quite pITIErous. There is even a
mosque at New Utrecht Avenue
near 45th Sreet

1998

5. The massive growth of the .

Chinese,
Viemamese population speaks
for iwself. While
Chinatown centers around 8th
Avenue (genenally recognized as
the border behween Sunset Park
and Boro Park), a great many of
these folks live in Boro Park
berween Sth and 12th Avenues,
further  adding o oW
_neighborhood’s cultural

Korean and

this Dew

richness.

6. Thanks to Maimonides
Medical Center, a number of
doctors end other hospial
affiliates have ajways chosen to
make Boro Park their bome. |
Perhaps this paved the way for
the recent influx of a few young
professionals into the area,
fleeing the outrageous rents of
ncighborhoods like Park Slope
and Cobble Hill. You can't beat
Boro Park’s combination of
safecy, low rents and proximity
(o Manphattan. (I, along with a
couple of other temants in my

building, fall under this
category).

7. Boro Park’s Jewish
community itself is highly|
diverse. Alongside thei

“Ultra-Orthodox™ are still many
Modern Orthodox, Sephardic &
Yemenite Jews, and quite a few
(mosdy older) folks who are
actually Conservative and even
Reform Jews. There is still oae
Conservative synagogue
. (Temple Emmanu-El at 45th &
ldth) and ome Reform
synagogue (Boto Park
Progressive Synagogue oo 46th
betwesn 15th & 16th). And there
are the aforementioned Russian
Jews (largely secular), as well as

_ hard-to-categorize Jews like me

(1 am cthnically Jewish ca my
mother’s side but not religious). -

Boro Park is a shining
example of cultral diversity, yet
very few people outside of the
neighborhood are aware of this

 fact; _some_ people ia_ the
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neighborhood choose to ignore
it. To me, the fact that Hasidic
Jews, Polish Catholics and
Iranian Muslims {and all the
others) can peacefully coexist in
one ncighborhood is truly
inspiring. [ only hope that the
cultural richness of Boro Park

becomes more widely
publicized.

Sincerety,

David Kent-Abbott

Ed: We thank  Mr. David
Kent-Abbott for his thoughiful
and interesting comments about
Boro Patk. The NY Times
article, as well as others,
desctibe  the Bormo  Park
population as “the
overwhelming majority of whom
are Jewish". All seem to agree,
as does Mr. Kent-Abbott, that
“Haredim and Hassidim do
comprise a majority of Boro
Park’s population”. That is what
makes the community so
interesting and newsworthy. 1
don’'t believe anyone will
describe the community as a
“purely ulra Orthodox™
neighborhood. However, if that
impression has been left by the
previous  articles then Mr.

Kent-Abbott's comments help to
cotrect it We welcome other
comments or articles about the
other ethnic groups in Boro
Park. --

Comet l946-c2mt.

We will continue to list
additional names and addresses
of students who graduated from

New Utrecht H.S. in June 1946
and lived in Boro Park. If any of
these names or addresses stir up
old memofties of Boro Park,
please share them with our
readers. Sce one response after
this ist,

Leo Kupersmith  1327-46 St,
Joseph Kurtz 94747 8¢,
Marie La Gamba 1137-50 St.
George Landav ~ 1649-49 S,
Jacob Lask 5501-14 Ave.
Harriet Taub 4923-8 Ave,
Doris Lazarchuk  849.42 St
Alice Leccese  1762-56 St,
Phyllis Lei  914-47 St.
Seymour Leifer  1555.53 St
Edward Leipziger 956-50 St.
Stanley Lesser  4515-12 Ave,
Abraham Levine 916-46 St.
Lester Levine  1520-46 St
Norman Levine  1362-46 Si.
Sheila Levinthal  5502-14 Ave,
Marsilyn Levy 177246 St.
Sheldon Liebowitz  1005-50 S1.
Clementine Lipschitz 4705-15 Ave
Harold Lint  1505-4) S,

STUDENTS AT YESHIVA ETZ CHAIM, JUNE 1956
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Bemice Lobele  1750-57 St
William Lobrer 163245 SL
Barbara Lovette  1750-50 St.
Estelle Lucadana  1563-56 St
Phyllis Lynton  1444-53 St
Diane Mager 872-47 St
Natalie Mankoff (43243 St.
Dolares Marion 5703-12 Ave.
Judith Marks  1360-52 Su
Blanche Marsh  1251-46 Si.
Lorraine Massari  970-39 St
Sylvia Mayer 1322-44 St.
Iris Medvin  $511-Ft. Ham. Pky
lewin Melizer  1551-49 St
Sidney Merians  1425-51 St
Perry Mermelstein  1574-56 St
Edward Merrin  1344-46 St.
Rudell Micle 1629-49 St.
Phoebe Miller  1600-55 St.
Bernard Mintz  5115-17 Ave
Marilyn Mishkin  1528-49 St
Isidore Morgenstern  1420-43 St
Shirley Moskowitz 184648 St
Waiter Mussachio  1243-54 St
Roslyn Nassau  1430-47 SL.
Bella Newman 4515-12 Ave.
Rita Novack 4611-12 Ave.
Eileen Ogurek  5100-15 Ave.
Feed Paglen 1610-42 St
Vivian Papkin 1345-53 Sv.
Raymond Parks 1560-41 St.
Esiher Pamnes  1258-43 St
lrwin Paskow 1015-50 St.
Marstin Pearl  1220-55 St.
flona Penner  1334-48 St.
Robert Perry  $025-45 St
Gloria Philipson  946-42 St.
Florence Phillips  4702-15 Ave.
Eileen Pincus 1434.47 St
Herbert Pincus  3714-15 Ave.
Murray Piseisky 832-48 St
Pearl Pistreich  944.42 St
lise Plapter 5101-13 Ave.
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Eleancr Ploschek  1730-44 St.
Milton Plonitsky  1560-40 Sq,
Ruth Popover 1658-50 1.

Herben Potoker  964-49 Su.

Frances Presas 5411-Ft.  Ham.
Prwy.

JoanPuglisi  1836-48 St.

Dolores Quinn  857-57 Su.

Arther Rabinowich  926-55 St.
Shicley Rabinewiz  §580-46 St.
Sonia Rabinowilz  1535-44 st.
Clodia Raeder  3819-15 Ave.
Patricia Ranucti  1016-50.5¢
Theda Remz 173456 St.

Marion River  4309-13 Ave.
RuthRodner 4117-15 Ave.” *
George Roeper  4706-18 Ave. "
Marityn Rosen  4219-15 Ave,
Esther Rosenblatt  4509-14 Ave.
Richard Rosenburgh  4901-14 Ave.

Supu:l Rosenfeld  1553-50 St.
lrv?ng Rosengan 147243 Su.
Enid Rosenthal  1656-49 St.

Deris Rosman  880-47 sT.
Ben Rosner  4206-15 Ave.

George Rubin 123649 St.

' Charles Rusello  1144-53 St.
Paul Sacher 1148-47 St,
Joseph Sadow  1037-51 St.
Elaine Sakellardow  £815-50 St,
Evelyn Salkin 1445-56 St
Leonard Saltz  1419-41 st

Florence Sandoff 5301-13 Ave.
Bemard Sanford 5609-15 Ave.

The above information may
also help you determine who
Jived in your house or on your
sirect previously. We would be
interested in knowing if any of
these graduates still live in Boro
Patk and what they are doing
now. We would like to publish
1hese comments.

The above list of 96 names of
Boro Parkers out of a total of
192 names that were reviewed
for this installment, is ecqual to
50%. in the four installments of
names Jisted to date in this
column, 268 or 52% of a tolat of
512 graduate names reviewed
lived in Boro Park. The final
installment will appear in the
next issue

What Happened to
the Graduates Listed

Above?

My wife and I were friendly
with some of the graduates listed
above and in the previous
instailments. We could shed
some light on the question of
“What happened (0 the
graduates” in reference to those
whom we know,

My wife was one of the
graduates of that class and is
listed as RUTH HERMAN
1455-48 St. Amongst those
whom we know, she is the only
one (to our knowledge) that is
still living in Boro Park.

ESTHER PARNES 1258-43 '
St.- She married a Mr. Shmue!
Reich who had a butcher store in
Boro Park on 14 Ave. ncar 43
St. The entire family settled in
Israel many years ago and still
reside there. She is the grand
daughter of the well known
saintly Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok
Parnes who was one of the carly
seitlers in Boro Park. Some of
her relatives still live in Boro
Park.

[LONA PENNER
St.

lona was married to Samuel
Blech in 1950. He is the son of
Rabbi Benzion Blech (RIP) a
long time rebbe in Yeshiva
Toras Emes Kamenitz and Rabbi
of the Clara St. Shul. They
reside in Silverspring, MD. He is
a ‘retired chemist and judge of
the * US.~ Patent *office in
Washington, D.C. An article
about llona appecared in this
column scveral months ago. °

1334-48

1998

EILEEN PINCUS 143447
St Eileen is married to Rabbi
Norman Strizower who was
Rabbi of a shul in Brooklyn until
his retirement. Eileen was a
public school teacher in
Brooklyn until her retirement.

Her brother Scymour and wife
Marsha (Roth) Pincus still reside
in Baro Park,

“RUTH POPOVER 1658-50
St. Ruth married Harold Harris
who was in construction
business. They now reside in
Florida.

We will discuss additional
graduates of the class of ‘46 in
the next issve.

CORRECTION

The sentence in the article by
Dorothy Phillips Geiger in the
April 1998 issue of the Boro
Park Community News should
be corrected to read:

Dave and Ben Schenker,
prominent corporate lawyers,
headed their own law fiom.

Help Preserve the
History of Boro Park

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.
T\You can help in the research,
prescrvation and promotion of
this community by submittingd
your own memonres, photos and
other memoribilia. You can help
also by becoming a member of
the Boro Park Historical Society
- onty 35 per year ($3 retired or
student) $10 - forbusiness or
organization, or by making &
contribution. Send materials to
B.P.HS., 4707 13th Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK
LIBRARY
CELEBRATES 90TH
ANNIVERSARY

Dear DR. Kipust:

Enclosed is a copy of an
article that appeared in the
Brooklyn Eagle (Home Talk
Section} on December 7, 1932,

Since the Borough Park

i
l

branch of the Brooklyn Public -

Library located at 1265 . 43rd
St.. is cumrently (12/97 to 12/98)
celebrating its 90th Anniversary
as a branch of the Brooklyn
Public Library, 1 thought this

anicle would be appropriate for *

your column at this time.
Yours truly,
B.M. SELEVAN

LIBRARY BRANCH
25 YEARS OLD

Borough Park Unit
to Observe
Anniversary This

Friday .

The Borough Park Branch of
the Brooklyn Public Library will
celebrate its 25th Anniversary
Friday, Milion J. Ferguson, chief
librarian, announced.  This
branch, which is localed at 5211
13th Avenue, began as a small
library organized and supported
by residents of the neighborhood
and became part of the Brooklyn
sysiem, December 9, 1907,

Three years previous to this, a

» library had been established in
the Ridgewood  Reformed
Chapel which had beea buill in
1868 on the old Cowenhaven

was celebrated with a formal
opening of the new library
“station”.  This was the
beginning of library “station”
work in Brooklyn which has
continued to the present day,
although most “staticns” have
grown into regular  branch
libraries as has Borough Park.

During the first month of
operation an average of 64
volumes a day were loaned
among the 229 registered
borrowers. Borough Park Branch
now has more than 12,000
registered borrowers and loans
more thaa 600 books a day.

Borough Park became a
regular branch library in january,
1911 and having outgrown its
quarters was moved 1o 1325
56th St., in May, 1915, and in
July, 1926, to its present
location. The staff of the
Borough Park Branch consists of
Eleanor M. Haseloff, branch
librarian, Kjara K. Bickel, Elvira
Otteson, Mary H. Short, Mrs,
Dorothy Ford Crane, Virginia
Manico.

Ed: We thank Mr. BM.
Selevan for his timely and .
interesting contribution.

LIBRARY

FOLLOW UP

The Boro Park Library'
moved from 5211-13th Avenue |
to its present location at!
1265-43rd Street in 1955, In'
1910 the circulation at this
branch was 30.000. In 1968 the
circulation reached 382,000. In

_ 1997 the circulation was down

JUNE

l

i

1998

10 330,675 and the library had
37,000 cardholders.

It is interesting to note the
decline in circulation at (he
fibrary during the past 30 years
despite the fact that 1he
population of Boro Pack has
grown significantly during that
same period.

We discussed this question
with library personnel and they
suggested that the decline in
circulation was due to the
increased use of electronic
access to library facilities. They
pointed out that the increased

use of copy  machines
microfilm, microfiche,
computers and internet have

reptaced book circulation to a
great extent.

This  writer suggesis  an
additiona) factor, the change in
population in Boro Park. The
large Chasidic and Yeshiva
population in Boro Park utilize
the Jewish Youth Library and
local synagogue and Yeshiva
Libraries to a greater exient and
depend less on the public library
than the population in previous
years.
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Comet 1946-cont.
) This is the ffth and final
instaliment of the names and
addresses of the students who
graduated from New Utechl
HS. in June 1946 and lived in
Boro Park. The names appeared

in the Comet - ihe school's

graduation yearbook.

Angelo Scarpa 1407-60 St.
Edith Schachner 1360-52 St

Milton Schaffer 1639-55 St
Adele Scharf 1421.53 St

Harriet Schayer 16(6-49 St
Abraham Schechter 4123-9 Ave.
Roslyn Schechtes 1022-44 St.
Richard Scher 822-50 Si.

Riia Scher 922-44 St

Mildred Schindetheim 1103-55 Sti.
Pairicia Schneck 4421-8 Ave,
Beatrice Schneider 851-44 S1
Edna Schneider 829-45 St.
Murray Schneier 971-45 Si.
Aaron Schwanz 1415-45 5t
Cladys Segal 1749-49 Su.
Charluue Sekulow 4608-10 Ave.
Richard Servidio 4214-9 Ave.

Valeria Shark 5411-Ft. Hamillon Py.

Heten Shatzman 1450-44 Su.
Sylvia Shorr 1221-45 S1.

Doris Seigel 1646-45 St.
Harrier Sicgel 4t09-15 Ave.
Murray Siegel £349-55 St.
Sophia Sitber 5000-15 Ave.
Murray Silberman 1379-45 Si.
Elaine Silver 5115-18 Ave.,
Judythe Silver 1206-55 St.
Bemice Silverman 5001-15 Ave.
Don Silverman 5016-10 Ave.
Jean Simone 1766-58 St,

Tina Sinisgalle 1133-55 S,
Joseph Slipowitz 4706-10 Ave.
George Slotsky 140240 St.
Rosllyn Smilowitz 1536-51 Si.
Marilyn Smolinsky 1612-46 Si.
Eslelle Sobel 103048 St.
Mary Sofia | 1 50-52 St

Martin Sokol 1321-52 St.
Lester Solomon S000-15 Ave.
Abrakam Specior 122942 Si.
Dorothy Statman 1017-45 St.
Arthur Stzin 110358 St.

Edwin Stein 1466-49 St.
Anhur Sterm 1454458 St.
Naomi Stemn 81747 St,

Harriet Steuer 4217-16 Ave.
Harold Stock 1402-40 St.
Na‘lhan Taiffel 3917.15 Ave.
Wilbuor Talisman 864-49 St.
:‘e:rfl i'll;anncl_;_baum 817-46 51
HRRE.. 'melbaum 5604-F1.

Evelyn Tepper £61-45 St

Arthur Trachtenberg 1656-48 Si.
Joyce Traub 949-53 St

Martin Turk 5105-10 Ave.

Edith Turkish 1124-51 St
Bemice Tumer 1627-55 St.
Paula Unger 1168-52 St.

Vera Waicule 1327-46 Su
Myron Walashetsky 143943 St.
Marilyn Wank 1750-52 St
Eleanor Wartels 123441 St.
Marilyn Wasserman 4910-15 Ave.
Natalie Wasserman 902-44 St.
Hartict Wassersirom 4600-14 Ave.
Robert Weiner 1349-49 Su.
Harriel Weiss 134945 St.
Gentrude Weisberg 5722-12 Ave.
Harold Weisman 1548-39 St.
Marvin Weitz 5516-14 Ave.
Sheila Welikson 3810-15 Ave.
Sydelt Wels 1608-47 SL

Sylvia Wilkins 921-46 St

Jean Wilner 1555-47 St.

Murray Woll 1429-42 St.
Sianley Woll 133540 St.

Betty Wolk 137954 5L.

Stanley Yagoda 1230-48 St.
Sylvis Yampol 144443 St
Florence Yarmolovsky t059-50 St.
Janel Yodowitz 813-47 St.

Jean Yoskowilz 3817-13 Ave,
Gladys Zelierman 1463-31 St.
Franklin Zinavoy £617-50 St.
Claire Zoref 965-51 1.

Phyllis Zwim 169C-54 St.

Jean Rasenblum 927-56 St.
Lawrence Sperber 1014-55 St.
Harold Graenderg 131149 St
Allen Homn 3666-50 St.

Frank Moxcarella 5714-18 Ave.

We would be interested in
knowing if any of these peaple
siill live in Boro Park and/or
what Ihey are doing nmow. Sce
comments about several of these
names laler in the colume.

The Above list of 94 names
of Boro Parkers out of a total of
153 names reviewed for this
installment is equal 1o 6¢%. In
the five installments listed 10
date in this column 362 or
saa% of a2 lotal of 665
graduates reviewed lived in Boro
Park.

[L would be interesting 1o find
out currently whai percentage of
the graduates in N.UH.S, live in
Boro Park.

In 1946 there were no gisl
Yeshiva high schools in Boro
Park and anly one small boys
Yeshiva high school (Yeshiva
Toras Emes). Therefore, most of
(he bay$ and girls attended New
Utrecht H.S. In addition, F.D.R.
High School has opened since
then and many Boro Park
students atiend that school. In
the Orthodox Jewish community
practically al} the students, boys
girls, attend  Yeshiva high
schools.

The difficulty in determining
the number ar percentage of
current Boro Park  students
attending N.UHS. or
F.D.R.H.S. is that the yearbooks
for the pasl number of years do
not list addresses any longer. |
contacted a member of the
faculty at N.U.H.S. who agreed
ta go through the names and
addresses and give us only the
statistical information. She was .
kind enough to do so for the
graduation candidates for 1997.
She found that there were 398
candidates for graduation and 31
or 8% lived in Boro Park. We
see (hat the population of
N.U.H.S. has fallen and the
figures are in line with our
predictions.



BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS

I REMEMBER BORO PARK (cont'd.

FOLLOW UP
OF SOME OF THE
GRADUATES

We discussed some of the
1946 graduates, whom my wife
and { knew, in the May 1998
issue. We will continue 10
discuss additional ones and
indicate what happened to them,
We would sull like o know
which of the 1946 graduates sult
live in Boro Park.

Lea Blech: 3513-12 Ave.
married Harry First, an attomey.
She also became an attorney and
then a judge. they live- in
Riverdale, NY. Lea is a sister to
Samuel Blech  who  was
discussed in the lasi issue and in
previous issues.

Rebecca Brilliani:  1414-47
Si. {Rivka) was discussed in an
article by Lucille Posner in the
April ‘98 issuc. Her marmried
name is Behar and she lives in
Forest Hills. She is a Phd. and
works in the area of Jewish
Pre-school education.

Elaine Ehrenfeld: 1678-48 S1.
is married to Manny Wohlman, a
public  school teacher...~&he
became a social worker. They
moved to [sracl and settled there,
many years ago, when they
retired.

Helen Elefant: 1654.49 St
married name is Wolf. They live
in Far Rockaway.

Deborah Fisch: 1451-54 St
married Rabbi Port and they live
in Sayerville, NJ.

Suc Gross: 4820-13 Ave. Her
lather (RIP) was once the owner
of the Gross Arlington Hotel in
the Catskill Mountains. Mer
brother Rabbi Avrohom Gross
was a former president of the
Rabbinical  Alliance  (Iggad
Harobonim), Sue (Shani)
married Binyamin Kurtz (RIP).
And they moved to Toronto,
Canada. Sue became an
cducational director of Jewish
schools. She still resides in
Toranto.

Naomi Harbator: 1500-49 Si.
moved to Isracl in 1950 and
married Moshe Dison (RIP). a
veterinarian. Naomi (Nechama)
still lives in Israel, We wrole
aboul the Harbater family in
Borc Park in this column on
more than one occasion.

Pearl Hirth: 5323-13 Ave.
(Penina) lived a block away
from the Boro Park libsary when
it was localed at S5Z11-13
Avenue and she worked there for
a2 while as a librarian. She
married Rabbi Samuel Smerling
{RIP) who passed away a few
months ago. She lives in
Queens.

Gertrude Weisberg: 5722.12
Ave. (Libby) marvied Moshe
Kazarmnovsky and lived in Boro

i Park on 46 Swreet for many!

JUNE 19398

years. They moved to Crown
Heights. Brooklyn.

Harold Greenberg: 1311-49
St. was active in the Shomes

Hadati in Boro Park. HaroMd's .

{Aaron) Tlather (RIP) was lhe
Sexion of Temple Beth El, 48
Sireet and 15 Avenue for many
years. His brother, Rabb
Yizchok Greenberg, is a well
known Rabbi. His sister was
marricd 1o a Boro Park medical

doctor, Dr. Levine {RIP) and she ‘

sulf lives in Boro Park.

Hedy Barasz: 4303-16 Avc.
was marmied to Samuc) Soroka
{RIP) and still lives in Boro Park
right around the corner from
where she lived then. Al last we
found onc addilional gradvale
who slill lives in Boro Park.

Clementing Lipschitz:
4705-15 Ave. married Harold
Bonime and lives in Flatbush

Sylvia Mayer: 1322-44 Sl
martied a Boro Park man
Hemmy Gittler and they now
reside in Isvael.

Sophia Silber: 5000-15 Ave.
married name is Nemayer and
she and husband live in Elkins
Park, PA.

Bety Wolk: 1379-54 St
married name was Kaganoff.
She was deceased at an carly
age

ﬁelp Preserve the
History of Boro Park

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.
T\You can help in the 1esearch,
preservation and promotior? of
this commumity by submittingd
your own memories, photos and
other memoribilia. You can help
also by becoming a rnemhcr of
the Boro Park Historical §m1ety
- only $5 per year {($3 retired or
student) $10 - forhusine:%' or
organization, or by mal.ang a
contribution. Send materials o
BP.H.S., 4707 13th Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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Mrs. Schick worked very
hacd  and  very long hours.
baking, selling and operating the
growing busincss, while raising
hee family. The business grew,
more products were added and
soon the adjoining store was
purchased  to  be used for
Passover baking. As the four
children grew older. Arthur the |
oldest, Ruth next and the twin
hoys Marvin and Allen in turo,
hetped in the business - selling
bchind the counter and doing
viber  weeded  chores,  Arthur -
progressively camicd the major
responsihility of running  the
business.

When the children were fully
grown and into their own
families and carcers, after 17
years in the store, Mrs. Schick '
sold the bakery in 1960. This
columeist had the privilege of
working for Mrs, Schick
delivering  wedding cakes and
._s'pccial orders, and was
tmpressed by her intelligence,
modesty, honcsty, quict manner
, and sensitivity (o others.

The oldest som, Arthur,
mamied Dorothy Bachman, a
Boro Park girl. Her parents
owned Bachmans Dept. Store,
sclling a variety of dry goods,
tocated on 13th Ave. ncar 42nd
Streer. Some of the old time

Boro Parkers may remember that
store. Arthur and Darothy went

inlo the catering business and
developed the famous Schick's
Catering  which is  still  well
known in the Jewish community
for cawcring clegant weddings
and banquets in various hotels
and halls. Although they moved,;

to Flatbush, they operaled a
catering kitchen for many years
in Boro Park on 3%h St. Ruth
marricd a Hebrew teacher and
moved out of town. The (win
boys Allen and Marvin became;
prominent college peofessors o
i Political Science and Sociology.

-

Dr. Allcn Schick is today a
distinguished college professor
in Washington, DC where he
fives with his wifc and family.
Dr. Marvin Schick stll lives ini
Boro Park with his wife and
family and is also a prowninent
community activist.

The bakery was sold in 1960
to Mr. Moshe Braunfeld and Mr.
Hyman Widowsky, brothers
-in-law, and they have conlinued
to run and expand the business
since then, keeping the Schick
name, Currently the bakery is
owned and operated by the next
generation,  sons of the
Braunfelds and Widowskys and
has gained a national and even
international reputation as a
gourmet  bakery for both
Passover and all ycar products.

Mrs. Schick continued her
residence in Boro Park living at
1528-52nd St. and finally at
1455-54th St. She continved an
active life after the business was
sold, reading and comespording,
doing charitable work in the'
community, helping family and
fricads in need, even baking for
family and fricnds, but, as her
son wrole, active “mainly in her
fierce caring for the
unfortunate”. She has centainly
left her mark with family and
fricnds and on the history of
Boro Park.

BORO PARK
LIBRARY

Dear Dr. Kipust:

Since | applied for my first
library card at the Boro Park
Library when [ was six years
old. 1 enjoyed the asticle about
the Boro Park Library in the
June “I Remember Boro Park”
column, [n addition @ the
rcasons given for the decline in
cicculation, 1 would like to point

SEPTEMBER

1998

out the following. In former °
years, best;sellers and books of
wide popular intcrest were sent
to all, or almost all. branch
tibracies. Now only one or two
branches have new books.
Although reduced library hours
were seinstated a few ycars ago.
new books -- no matier how
significant and appealing -- are
simply not available for
circulation. A strange urdering
af © City Hall's priorities,
especially now, when there is a
large budget surplus. Perhaps
our tap elected city officials are
unacquainted with the valuc and
pleasure of teading!

1 would also like lo mention
that the article in the Brooklyn
Eagle of December 7. 1932
states that the first home of the
Boro Park Library was in the
former Ridgewood Reformed
Chape! ncar 14th Avenuc. As

regular readers of your colunn
know. the correct name was the
Edgewood Reformed Chapel,
which the congregation sold to
the Brooklyn Public Libraty
after they built their  new
church on 14th Avenue and 53ed
Strect (now demolished).
Yours tsuly,
LUCILLE POSNER
Ed: We thank Lucille Posner
again for her intcresting
contribution.

Help Preserve the
History of Boro Park

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.
~You can lelp in the reseurch,

¢ preservation and promaotion ofF
this comymunity by submiuingd
your own memories. photos and

other mesoribilia. You can help

alsu by becaining & member ol
the Boro Park Historical Society

- only $5 per year (33 retited or .

student) $10 - forbusiness or
organization, or by making a
contribution. Send materials ©
B.P.HS.. 4707 Mh Avenue,
Brooklys, NY 11219.
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orough Park,

Then And NOW

Neighborhood's little-noticed centennial offers

a chance to reflect on growth and change.

SOBAH SHAPIRAO

JEwisH WERK CORRESPONDENT

here will be no sweet fairs or grand

oclebratipos, and few residents have

taken note of the milestone. Bui this

year marks a cenhury sinoe William

H. Reynolds. a former state sena-
tor with intzrests in Texas oil and Long Island
eal estate, began luring Manhatian tenement
dweilers w the Blytheborme section of Brook-
lyn, renaming it Borough Park

The formexly swampy area had been raded
10 Dutch semlers by the Canarsie [ndians for
some shirts, shoes, stockings, Ynives and scis-
sors. “This piece of land lay fallow undl it was
wnhabied by the Canarsic Indians,” says Philtip
L. Kipust, president of the Borough Park His-
torical Sociery. ane of the few people 1aking
nate of the centznnial.

1t wasn'tuntil the heavily Jewish, post-war
population began streaming into the area thal
it became one of the city”s most vibrant and
densely popolated neighbochoods. The evo-
lution of Barough Park into the lacgest center
of Onhodox Judaism in the world, according
1o Kipust, is atrribatable ta its early history of
charity and peace. A Borough Park native.
he has watched it evalve for nearly 70 years.

“Alhough they were not religious, the Jews
who first came here were very chariable.” says
Kipus. 1 ater on, he added. “even though Lhere
were different groups and many branches of
chasidim™ in the neighbochaod, “they always
gotalong™ .

Orthodox, Comservanive and Reform syn-
agogues, though vying for members, coexisted
without conflict. “Everyone who came here
accepted the environment, adjusied 10 it and
didn't oy © change it. Shalom [peace] is a great
blessing, and 1 think that's why Bomugh Park
is blessed.” he says.

According 10 Borough Park Assemblyman
Dov Hikind, the neighborhood remains one of
the maost remarkable éommunities in the world
fox twa regsons. “Ne other community has such

a laspe cvoss-section of fewish chasidic groups,
wha gez along very well, and nowhere is there
sonuch giving of o0e's self and for charity. he

says, “because to the Orthodox, giving is as fun-

damental as eating kosher or keeping Shabbes.™

Although it represents ofd world wadition
in the eyes of many inday, moving to Borough
Park was the modem thing 10 do in the days
before areas such as Midwood and Sheepshead
Hay became heavily Jewish. The wealthier.
more modem lews from the Lower East Side
or Harlem, some from the Bronx and other
congested neighbarhoods, flocked 10 what was
considered suburbia. With its pushcans and
pickle men, it was Broaklyn's version of Or-
chard Street on the Lower Easi Side.

Unlike today, when the majociry of its pop-
wvlation is ultra-Orthodox, years ago religious
Borough Parkers were embarrassed 10 be seen
on the soreets wearing yarmmulkes and sheirels
or wigs wom by marmied women. No une
would dare walk on the street wearing a talis,
as is common today. “Ours was the only hovse
on the black that had a sukkah.™ said Kipust

Temple Beth El, built in 1902, was one of
the first Borough Park synagogues, and the
famed Yossele Rosenblaty, Berele Chagy, the
Kaoussevitsky brothers and Mordechai Hersh-
man were the community 's earliest cantors.
Since there were no yeshivas, mast Jewish kids
atiended public school.

Today Borough Park is the largest, maost af-
fluerd and most diverse of the sizable alra-Or-
thodox communities in the city. “It is the

Thirteenth Avenue,
clrca 19531: A time
when Baraugh Park
was anly begloning
10 became Jewish.



i1 REMEMBER
BORO PARK

THE JEWISH WEEK

*  OCTOBER 9, 1998

Borough Park,
~" Then And NOW

Neighborhood's little-noticed centennial offers
a chance to reflect on growth and change.

Philip Xipust belaw,
of the Baraugh Park
| Historical Saciety,
| has documented the

change.
Phovi helons by Rechurd

Onthodox, " said Egon Mayer in his “From Sub:
urb 16 Shterl: The Jews of Borough Park™
{1979). “who are the most visible segment of
the community and who, therefore, define what
Itmeans o be fewish in Borough Park.”
Yetin a borough o rich in architecture, Bor-
ugh Park js woefully bereft. But wha it lacks

in Jandmarks, it makes up for in its rich Jew-
ish life. The neighborhood is home 10 several
chasidic dynasties, some with followers num-
bering in the high thousands. It features an es-
umatad 300 synagogues, 100 yeshivas, iens of
thousands of yeshiva students, mikvehs. wig-
makers, scribes, Hebrew book stores, kosber
restatirams and groceries. (Where else can one
find eight different brands of kosher frozen
gefilie fish?)

Borough Park is a hubbub of commerce,
with 2 sirip of stores suetching on both sides
of | 3th Avenue from 36th Street to the high
50s. Patrons, especially 1he Ortho-
dox, ravel from far and wide for what
seems obainable — or wonthwhile
obuining — anly there.

1y's recent 45 percent popolation in-
crease. coniribuces 1o deiving and
parking hazards on the avenues, ils
major thoroughfares, In act, on some
days, particularly before a Jewish hol-
iday or on a Sunday, walking be-
cames a chalienge. Butin géneral,
Borough Park is considered one of
the safest neighbochoods in Brook-
lyn. if not in the entire city. Unlike
other neighborhoods that are har-
rowed by drugs and crime, the major
problems affeciing Borough Pask res-
idenis are 2 lack of open spaces, af-
fordable housing and education; as
wel] as unemploynent, medical care
and poverty.

As the hometown of Alan Der-
showig, Sandy Koufax, Danny Kaye
and Buddy Hackerr, Borough Park has
become a tourist amaction and a source
for hundreds of feanres in the New
York Times, ranging from a front-page
story on the housing rnarket to feamres
on wig businesses and lingerie shops.

But beyond being a source of curicsity, Bar-
ough Park has become perhaps the city's best
example of how disparate neighborhoods co-
exist. "Barough Park is a vibram, growing
community, which draws srengzh from its greas
diversity,” says Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. ]

This. coupled with the communi-

SHAU0 MW KSeA
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1 REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY ANNUAL
MEETING
JUNE 3, 1998

Jaque Friedman, President, |
welcomed the audience o the |
annual meeting of the Boro Park
Historical Socicty. He expressed |
appreciation to Harold Fontek,
Executive Director of Lthe Boro
Park YMHA/YWHA, for the use
of the auditorium.

President Friedman reporned
that the Boro Park Hislorical
Sociely recently received a
$6.500 grant from New York
Staic 10 establish a mini-museum
of Boro Park history. Joseph
Fuchs has been hired 1o organize
the exhibil arca of the museum.
The Society’s photographs of
carly Boro Park and Boro Park

memorabilia will be on display.
It will be necessary to make an
appointment 1o visit the museum
and 10 view the Society's
archives. Mr.  Friedman
complimented Dario  Marolia,
the aschivist, for his excellem
work. The opening date of the
museum will be announced and
Public and private school
principals in Boro Park will be
informed that their classes can
visil the museusn.

Mr. Friedman noted that old
photographs of Boro Park, Boro
Park school yearbooks, and Boro
Park memorabilia are sought, A
copy can be made of an old
photograph and the  original
relurmed 10 its owner,

ERIC IERARD! --
GUEST SPEAKER

Lucille Posner, Secretary,

inroduced Eric
President of the Gravesend
Historical Scciety. Bom in
1950, Eric is the son of Italian:
immigrants. When he was in
clemenlary school, he heard that!

lerardi,

the Gravesend Cemetery, dating.

from the 160Q's, was abandoned
and overgrown with weeds, with
many overiurned gravestones.
He vowed that, if the cemetery
was in the same condition when
he was in high school, he would
take on the job of restoring it.

In 1972, Eric established the
Gravesend Historical Saciety.
He was 22 years old and in his
first year of college. At that
time, dozens of descendants of
the original settlers still lived in
Gravesend. Eric contacted them
and, enthusiastic about restoring
lhe cemetery, the descendanis
donated money and old
photographs of the cemelery.
The photographs
invaluable in the cemctery's
restoration.  The descendants
also voluntecred their services to
weed and repair the cemelery.
The resulting newspaper
publicity forced the New York
City government {responsible
for the cemetery’s maintenance)
1o participale in its restoration.
The then  Brooklyn Boro
President, Sebastian Leone, also
became  involved. Eric
succeeded in having  the

cemelery  declared a  hisloric
landmark, Al

were

a ceremony,
atended by many politicians, a
plaque was affixed 10 the

OCTORER

"cemetlery gate.

1998

Eric began 1o
lead walking tours of the
cemetery and was appointed an
? sistant ta the then Brooklyn
storian, Dr. Joseph Palisi.

Itic has written twa books an
. hislory of the town of,
Gravesend.  (His third book,
which will be published in the
fall of 1998, will include
pholographs of other Braoklyn
ncighborhoods.)

Lucille, after remarking (hat
Ecic lives” with his wife and
family in Gravesend and teaches
social studies and science in a
Gravesend junior high school,
turned the meeting over to Eric.

Eric Tlerardi gave a slide
presentation about the history of
Gravesend, onc of the six
original towns of what now
comprises Brooklyn. Gravesend
was the only town that was =
faunded by a woman who came
from England;: the other five
towns were founded by men
who came from Hoiland. Unlike
the ather five towns, the official
\anguage of Gravesend wa
English

Eric said thal, (n addition t0
eariy Gravesend residents, some
American Revolutionary  War
soldiers are  buried in the
Gravesend cemetery. He
observed that cemeteries .- the
resting place of people” who
lived in times past -~ are historic
and should be maintained.

Eric said that his interest in
the cemstery led him to research
the history of the town of
Gravesend. [n 1586, Deborah
Dunch was born in England 10
nable and patitically progeessive
parents. Liutle Debarah received
a good education and spoke and
read Latin, French, and [(aljan.
In 1609, when she was 23 years
old, she marmied Sir Henry
Moady, a lawyer With a maqor
house in Avebury, England and
a town house in London 1 .4y
Deborah enjoyed the high i1 ja

Ay
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London morc (han she en.oyed
living among the country g« 'rv
In 1632, Sir Henry died, lcaving
46-year old lady Deborah a
weallhy widow with a son.
Henry.

Dissatisficd  with  certain
repressive policies of the English
government, Lady Decborah and
her son Henry left Emgland.
_Their ship sailed from the port of
Gravesend in  England  and
agived in the Massachusetts Bay
Colony in 1638.: While in
Massachusetts, she began 10 give
serious thought lo her religious
beliefs. She- - became  Bn
Anabaplist, a Protestant
denomination  that | believes
children should. be baptized
when they arc old enough lo
understand what religion  1hey
were being baplized into, instead
of being baplized soan afier
hieth.  Her heliefs confticicd
with the ¢siablished chuich in
Massachuseits and  she  was
txcommmunicated.  She and her
son decided (0 move to a'more
vongenial place, and’ they Jefi
lf'lassxhuscns with a gmup- of
like-minded  people. Afer
1n?'eling around, 1he  group
amved w  Fonn  Amstertam
tlower Manhatian) in 1643 and
mel with Governor Kieft. The
Duich. more tolcsomt than the
.English, welcomed -the group.
Nicholas Stilwel, an
Eaglishman who lived in Fon
Ar‘nslcxdam. Jnined the group,
.h[mging a few followers with
bim.  After several: monihs,
‘{GU\‘CII\O[ Kieft ceded Lady
{Debacah a large wact of land
,a10ss the East River (in what is

_oow  Brooklyn) where, on

_-Doc:mber 19, 1645, Lady
. Deborah established 1he town of
. Gravesend, aamed in honor of
_.mg 100 in England ‘where she.-
fembatked for the Massachusens
Day Colony.

Eric  poinied out thyt the
-Gravesend charter, Buaranieeing

velipiovs  frecdom  to the
residents of Gravesend, was the
first such document in the U.S.

A wall was erected around
Gravesend, which was laid oul
in four squares; cach square had
en house lots. Every family had
their own plet of -land, eacept
Lady Deborah, who had a
doublc tol.  Each of the four
squares had common ground in
ils conter, where farm animals
spent 1hc night, safe from wild
animals. Of the six Brooklyn
towns. the plan of Gravesend
was unique., Eric projected 3
slide 1hat showed 1hat the
original town plan is still visible

The town of Gravesend built
a schoolhouse and a town hall.
The Coun of Scssions for all the
Brooklyn towns was located in
Gravesend. . i

Although il hoas gonc through
many renovalions, Lady
Deborsh  Moody’s hame  still
stands on its original site.
However, because it has been
reavvaled, a landmark
designation cannol be oblained
for the house.

Eric pointed out that, in 1664,
Briish  soldiers landed in
Gravesend, chosen becanse it
was lhe only English town in
what is now  Brooklyn.
Gravesend was Lhe only tawn
that welcomed 1he English
IrO0pS.

Al the conclusion of his slide
presentation, Era  distributed
maps of Gravesend and threw
the meeting open 10 questions.
In answer to a question. Eric
said that the nonhem boundary
of Gravesend was where Foster
and Bast 17th Street is 710w and
the southern boundary was at the
Atlaniic Ocean.

Jacque Fricdman,
President, thanked Mr. ecarh
for his fascinaling slide
preseniation, and commented
that religious [reedom is very
important to people who do not
practice the  religiod of the
majority. .0
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He invited people “to
volunteer their services 1o the
Boro Park Historical Sociely and
10 become a member of the
Executive Commitiee, which
meets ance a month. He
thapked the members af the

Socicty for their conlinuing

support,  which cnables  the
Society to hold annual meetings.
In addition, . membership dues
enabled the society .to compile
\wo books of *'I Remember. Bora

Park”  columns. ». They are
available for reference at the
Boro Park Library.

Annval membership ducs are
$5. $3 for reurees, and $10 for
business ,and instilutions.  Life
membership  is  S100 for
individuals and  $200.: for
businesses and instiiutions.

. Respectfully Submiited
Lucille Posner .

Ed: In response fto the
question asked. *What docs this
have 1o do with Baro Park?” the
Bore Park Historical Society
‘points out; that the histery .ot
neighboring  communities is
interwoven wilh our own history
and we can learn from the
acuvities of other histonicat
socicties. ~ We thank Lucille
Posner, secretary of the B.PHS.
{or her important contribution.

YESHIVA TORAS

EMES KAMENITZ

Rabbi Elias Schwartz

Rabbi Elias Schwariz was the
Vicbrew principal and Dean of
the = Yeshiva Toras Emes
Kaminetz (YTEK) for over 50
years, vatil his retirement several
years ago. YTEK., now located ot
1650-56 SL.. Is the oldest yeshiva
in -Bore Patk hat is sull, in
operation. The only yeshiva that
existed jn Boro Park before
YTEK was the Yeshiva Etz
Chaim (Hebrew Instilute of Boro
Park), located on 13th Ave. and
SOth St., which closed in 1979.
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YTEK s now building in
Flatbush and planning to move
in the near future.. Recording
more of itg history now. seems zll
the more important. Since I was
a student in Lhat Yeshiva and a
faculty member and proncipal of
the high school from 1951-1969,
its hislory has more personal
interest and meaning lo me.

In | February 1985, I,

inlerviewed Rabbi Elias
_ Schwartz in order Io obtain mare
information from his personal
memories, aboul the history of
the schpol; but have never before
recorded them in this column.
Please keep in mind, as you read
the information, that the Ume
refcrences are not current, but
reler to 1985.
| Rabbi Schwartz said that he
Slaried as a Hebrew leacher-in
December 1942 in the Yeshive
which was then called Yeshiva
Toras Emes (YTE) ™ (The
merger with Kamenitz did not
take place until 1968). He said
the school had 90 siudents then
and abont 35 were in the 5th.
grade. He was hired to teach the
Sih grade and was (he eleventh
-leacher for that class, that year.
He had been a Hebrew leacher in
a Talmud Torah for five years
before coming to YTE.

The school was then in
difficult financial circumslances.
The hebrew teachers' salary at
thal time was 520 per week and
the school owed the teachers
aboul five months back satary.

in September 1943, a day
before  schoo! opened, the
president of the Yeshiva, Mr.
Benzion Silber, called in Rabbi
Schwariz and lold him that the
Hebrew principal,- Rabbi Jacob
Shapiro had resigned. He asked
Rabbi Schwatz 1o ring the bells
for scheol the next day, which
meant | - Lo - assume . . Lhe.
responsibility for starting school,

Rabbi Schwartz then called
an emeigency meeling, of the

parents in order 1o avoid closing
the school. At that meeling, a.
PTA was organized, Mr. David
Jolkowitz was clecied president .

- appoinled .  acting

“and Rabbji Schwartz. was
principal.
Financial plans were made lo
raise money for teachcr salaries
and hased  upon thase
arrangements the leachers agreed
o returm 10 their classes. (This
colummist al that time was a
studenl in the first high school
program that YTE started.)

In the carly 1940's there were

only two Yeshivas in Boro Park; -

although there were Yeshivas in
other seclions of the city. Rabbi
Schwatlz  said  that sl the
Hasidic  children  in1 . the
neighborhood then  attended
YTE. Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok
Parnes, who was very inleresled
in education, sent all. his
grandchildren 1o Taras Emes.
The present Amshinover Rebbe
sh Bayil Vegan, Isracl, was once
a siudent in YTE, prior 1o that
his great grandfather, Rabbi
Shimon {obm) (Amshinover),
who lived on 53rd St. and 14ih
Ave,, had a long discussion with
Rabb: Schwartz. - Be wanted 1o
know if th& school curriculum
and environment was suitable
for his great grandson. Hec asked
Rabbi Schwariz  what his
educationat goals were in YTE.
“l told him,” said Rabbi
Schwartz, “My Rcebbe. Rabbi
Shlomo Heiman (obm) said that
the goal in a yeshiva must be 1o
develop in the child a love for
studying Torah.™ Rabbi Shimon
and his son-in-law Reb Meyeral,
who became the next Rebbe,
indicated approval of thase

' goals.

Rabbi Schwart? pointed oul
that all of Rabbi Chaim
Twersky’'s - sons, the
Chemobler's (obm) son, Rabbi
Wohlberg's (obm) son. Rabbi
Pinsker's  {obm) grandsons,
Rabbi Aaron Kotler's (obm) 1wa
grandsons and the children. of
numesous - other  prominent
Rabbinical personalities attended
YTE

Rabbi Aaron Koller {abm),

Dean  of the warld | famous

Rabbinical ~ Seminary in
Lakewood, N.I, wha lived in
Boro Park al 4701-15th. Ave.,
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once called -Rabbi, Schwartz 10
his home 10 discuss educational

policies at Y1E. He said that;
when he wanted ta study Torah |

with his grandsun, his grandsoa
said that he couldn’t study with
him now because he has o do
his English homework. Rabbi
Katlcr {obm) asked, what about
Hebrew studics homework? He
suggested 1o Rahbbi Schwarz
that he institute written Hebrew
homewotk assignments as well,
which he did.

According 10 Rabbi
Schwartz. YTE had thc first
Pre-1A class in America. Some
five year alds seemed to be too
young, nol ready tu start first
grade in either Hcbrew or
English  subjects, so YTE
cstablished the Pre-1A class 1o
prepare them for reading. The
kindergarten classes were for
four year olds. The public
schools then did not have
Pre-1A.  Currently almost all
Yeshivas have kindergarten and
Pre-1A classes.  The current
“Head Suafl” programs in the
public schools and yeshivas,
Rabbi Schwanz pointed aut, arc
really an  oulgrowth of the
tradilional early learning
programs  prevaleat in  the
yeshivas,

When he first stafted as
principal  of YTE, . Rabbi
Schwartz said, the synagogues in
Boro Park would nat grant fund
raising appeals for YTE, only to
Yeshiva Etz Chaim. Gradually,
as the school grew and
developed, _he was able to
arrange for appeals. first by
Cong. Anshei Sfard,' then Cong.
Shomrei Shabbos, then Cong.
Sfas Emes, .then Cang Bnei
Ychuda, and eventually the ather
synagogues also.

Some of the important carly
period active workers _and
supporters for YTE that Rabbi
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Schwarlz  recalled, in an
rarticular order, were Ben Zion
Silber, Shimon Watdman.
Melvin Cohen, Gerald Cohen,
David Jotkowitz. Deutsch family

(S0l and David Deutsch were

probably among the first
graduates of YTE), Wolf family

{(owners of -Joyva Halva) {Mrs. ‘

Wolf lefl money in her witl for
YTE}, Leo Zelinger. Hyman
Schiowitz, Gold and Reiss
families, Lec Zelinger was
unique in thal he became active
in YTE even belore his children
aliended. Rabbi  Schwartz
realized that Ihere were many
mote pumed  that should be
mentioned, bul they didn't all
come o mind al the spus of the
moment and apologized far
those names omilted.

In the cenly years of the
yeshiva, the 1 language of
Jeaching and Iranslating the
Hebrew subjects was in Yiddish.
Gradually, the _language of
instruction'changed and it js now
primarily i English.

Changes. in the - populalion
makzup of Boro Park have also
resulted in  changes In  the
student population of YTE. The
great ihcréase in the Hasidic
population in the community
resulied in the development of
numerous Hasidic® yeshivas in

‘Boro Park, which ieach and
ranslate-  in  the  Yiddish
language.’ This  nasturally
resulled  Sp  Hasidie  udenis

:localed at [315-43rd S1.

altending those yeshivas and a
decline in the register of (‘TE.

The  register of YTE
elementary school reached over
800 when the yeshivy was:
Many
of the grades then had three
parallel classes. The curremt
registration is 650 for
clementary, 200 for high school
plus seminary. YTE also has an
annex in Flatbush for about 100
primary grade siudents at the
Avenue N Jewish Cenier.

Rabbi Schwanz added that
YTE started an Honor Society
called Segula ahout 20 years
ago. This idea was recently
adopted by Torah Umesorah -
the National Suciety for Hebrew
Day Schools’ - as a National
Honor Society fcr all yeshivas.
The requireinents far
membership in Segula at YTE
are 1. Good character 2. Good
effont 3. Lctiers of
cecommendations from a
neighbor, & synagague Rabbi
_and last year's teacher. The
student doesn't necessanly have
10 be the besi scholastically as
Jong as he is a good student and
tries to the best af his ability.

Mrs. Kleinman, Rabhi
Schwartz's secretary, previously
lived i Borg Park. She said she

requently passed the present sile
of YTE about 30 years ago
(from 1985) and remembers that
chickens were raised there.

Following the inferview with
Rabbi Schwartz, [ looked
through «old yearbooks and
joumals and obtained: about 25
of them f(or the Boro Park
Historical Society. I was also
able to obtain a copy of Lhe
schoal's original incorporation
papers completed on Feb. 21,
1934, The six officers listed on
the papers are - David Dreher,
Mormis Goldstein, J. Biegeieisen,
Rabbi M. Goldberg, Jonah
Dubawsky and Max Aronowsky.
The school was officially called
Academy Torath Emeth. The
notary public was Augusta
Deutsch. The original papers
were cerlified in 1949 by the
Supreme Court of New York
Siate and a centified True Copy
established on 1/26/83 by Max
Wasser, attorney at law.

CBRONOLOGICAL
HISTORY OF
YESHIVA TORAS
EMES KAMENITZ

The following is a brief
chronalogical outline of the
history of Yeshiva Toras Emes
Kamenitz which is based upon
various sources including my

sna M austine
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1929 - Academy Torath
Emeth, as the school was first
called officially, began in rented
space in.the Synagogue on 12th
Avenut and 41st Street - the
aldest synagague in Boro Park -
now «called Cong.  Anche !
Lubawitz of Boro Park. It soon !
moved ta its own building, an
old wooden private hguse at
1359 - 48t St (now an
apartment building). !

1938 - The Yeshiva acquired
and moved o new quarters, a
former small private haspilal at
4407 - 12 Ave.

1950-51 - The Yeshiva
acquired and moved to new
quarters at 1315 - 43 St, two
buildings which farmerly
belonged to and were occupied
by the Machzikei Talmud Torah.

1952-53 - The Mesivta of
Boro Park High Schaol, an-
offshoat of YTE was established
and mel in the Agudath Isracl
building 4511 - 14 Ave.

1968 - YTE and Kamenitz
Mesivta H.S>-Isaac M. Lobel
[nstilute-located " at 960-49 St
(formerty the Mesivia of Boro
Park H.5.) merged but remained
in separate buildings.

Yi

1972 - Yeshiva and Mesivia

Toras Emes Kamenitz (both
clementary and high schools)
moved to its present location, a
new modem building at 1650-56
S‘ o A < e

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and histary of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion af
this community by submiiting
your own memories, photas and
other memarabilia. You can
kelp alse by becoming 1 member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (53
retired or student) $10 - for
business ar organization, or hy
making a contribution. Send
materials ta B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219,
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK
CENTENNIAL

The Boro Park Community
celebrated a centennial lasi year
(1998). 11 s just one hundred
years ago Lhal the name Borough
Park was introduced and applied
1o this area.

One section of the area that is
now called Boro Park, was
onginally named Blythebourne,
It included, in the main. the arca
on both sides of New Uuecht
Ave. and the streets in the mid
fifties. That section was first
developed in 1888 and its
cenlennial was discussed in this
column in 1987-88. The Boro
Park post office sull carries the
name Blythebourne Station.

In IB98. ex-Siate Senator
William H. Reynolds - a real
estate developer - porchased
undeveloped fand adjacent (o the
Blythebourne section from 43rd

St. 10 about 601h S1. and called
e new development “Borough
Park.” Reynolds sold lots and
buth and sold one and two
tamily houses. Gradually (he
colire area, ncluding
Blythebourne, came to be known
as Borough Park and shortened
1o Boro Park. The name was
probably adopted from Ihe
advenising  materials  which
leatured the park-like quality of
the area al thal time.

We also celebrated another
centennial last year, the city of
Brooklyn became part of the
City of New York in 1898 and
Brooklyn became a borough.

The following is a sample of
an advertisement  which was
used 10 promote the new land
development of Borough Park:.

It appeared in the Brooklyn
Eagle in April 1898,

S0HOMES AT COSY
TO FASTEN ATTENTION OR WHA1
WILLIAM H REYNOLDS
13 NOW NOING A’
BORO PARK
ON AND AFTER SUNDAY MAY ) 1892
INCY.UDING SUNDAYS, HE WILI, BE AT
THE OFFICE OF THE COMPANY
FROMRAM TO 9 'M

TWELVF 1{OM1: OWNERS HAVE:

ALKEADY PURCRASED

INVLSTMENTS - NOT SFECULA TION
HOMES - NDT HOUSYS

250 HOMES NOW OCCUPIED (1Y OWNERS

N ICE NUINLING. CORTY NINTH ST
ANU NEW UTRECHT AVE. BROOKLYN
TAKE FIFTH AVE (ROLLEY

MORE MEMORIES
OF YESHIVA
TORAS EMES (YTE)

We've camed ilems about the
history of Yeshiva Toras Emes
(YTE) the second oldest yeshiva
in Boro Park, in these columns
several times in the past. In the
Jast issue (Oct. 98) we relaicd
some of the mefmories of Rabbi
Elias Schwartz former Hebrew
leacher and principal of the
school for over 50 years, starting ,
in 1942, In this issue, we would
like 10 relate some memones of
the carlier history of this
yeshiva, from 1930 1o abow
1942, as reporied by three
former swdents, the Goldsiein
brothers.

The Goldstein Brothers
The three Goldstein Brothers

.that we interviewed, Daniel, _
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Shlomo {(Sol) and Shmuel
{Samuel), were students in YTE
dueing s carly years. The
yeshiva  started  in 1927
(incorrecily listed as 1929 in Jast
issue) in rented space in the first
synagogue in Boro Pack on 12
Ave and 41 Si. (then Temple
Beth El, now Cong. Anche
Lubawitz). In 1930, the school
moved to ity own building, a
small wooden private house al
1359 - 481h Si

The Goldsiein iy moved
0 Boro Purk 1930 from

Provsdence Rhbole IsJand
because the paents were
interested  en sencding thew

cltdren w a yoshivie and have
them grow up 1 an environnent
wineh fucilitaned their reheous
observance.

Daniel Goldstien

Danicl Goldsicin  said  he
enlered YTE in 1930 when he
was in the seccond grade.  The
school was then locawed at 1359
- 48%ih S1. He remembers the
English principal. Mr. Moses.
who died, and the principal who
followed him, Mr. Leo
Lipschitz. He remcmbers the
Hebrew teachees Rabbi Weiss
and Mr. Stamm. He recalls two
Hebrew principals Mr. Heller
and Rabbi Scheinberg. He alse
remembers a huarricane in the
early 1930's when nany (rees
were knocked down and the
children had 1o plow sheir way 10
school through the fallen trees.

Shlome (Sol) Goldstien

Shlomo  {Sob)  Goldsien
believes that he started n YIE
in 1931, first grade He
renieinbers the Hebrew principal
Rabbi M Goldberg and Rabbi
jacobson. He also remembers
the English principal. Mr. Mases
and the actiog principal afier
him, Miss Dubowsky {laer
Nemiroff) who had been o
wacher in the school. He sull
remnembers vividly the funcal ol
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Mr Moses, who died from a Too
mlcction, by colilng a callous
from his Toor with & razor Blude.
Shluine  remembers  walking
along 14th Ave. with his class
following the funeral processian.

Some of the Hebrew tcachers
Shlumo  remembers  are Mr
Brick, Mr. Burchansky. Mr
Goodharl, Mr. Nachman Mandc)
(brother of Rabbi  Mans
Mandel} and Rabhi Weiss. The
General Swudies leachers he
yrecalls were Miss Dubowsky
{later Nemijroff). Miss Birkow,
and Miss Heller.

Shlamo remembers  Rabbi
Avrchom Pam and Rabb: Hamold
Leiman, who later became two
very distinguished Jewish
scholars and leaders, wha came
w 1cach in YTE (or a shorl time
in 1935 or 1936. The school
alsu held synagogue services for
the studenls on Saturdays and
Jewssh holidays.

During those carly depression
years, most parcnls could not
slford to pay tuition and those
who did, paid very little.

Consequently. the (eachers were
paid very minimal salaries and
ofien were hehind in payment
many wecks or months hecause
of the schools  financial
problems.  As a result, Shtomo
remembers  that  the 1eachers
would strike sometimes in order
1o rceeive their salary.  The
' children enjoyed these strikes, as
it gave them exira days off from
school and more time to play in
the school yard.

Some of the games the
children played in the yard or
street in those years, according
1o Shlomo. were stick ball,
punch ball. inangle, kick the
cun, ring-a-livle. soccer and tag.
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tle remembers walking to school
daily (nc schon! buses) from his
home on 45th St near 14th Ave,
He recalls hat the  yeshiva
Hebrew classes were in session
half a day cven during July and
August.

Shlome said he remembers
the frst president of YTE, Mr.
8 Silber. who was a tireless,
dedicated worker for the school.
He also remembers  the
building's caretaker, Rev.
Mendel Wachnan, who years
jater was the owner of a grocery
store at 4600 - 16th Ave. This
corner store later became a fish
store. then Lion Press by Rabbi
Flusherg and later Goldstein's
Printing Shop, owned by his
father Morris.  Thal prinling
store is now owned by Shlomo’s
brother. Shmuel &  Sons.
Shlomo said he left YTE in the
late 1930 and auended a
yeshivain Manhallan.

. Shmuel {Samuel) Goldstein

Shmuel (Samuel) Goldstein,
or Shmully as his [riends call
him, a younger brother, related
same of his carly memorics of
YTE. The Hebrew principals he
recalls in his days al the
Yeshiva, were Rabbi Jacabsen,
Rabbi Korf, Rabbi M. Goldberg,
Rabbi 1. Shapiro and Rabbi Elias
Schwartz. The laler General
Swudies principal for aver 35
years was Dr. Mormris Mandel.
The English tzachers he recalls
in the early days, were Miss
Persky and Miss Heller. Several
of his Hebrew teachers were
Rabbi Danzig, Rabbi Blech and
Mr. Krieger.

When he was a small child,
Shmully remembers being called
upon (o speak al onc of 1he
Ladies Auxiliary affaics which
was held at the park Manasicn on
451th St. corner 16th Ave. - now:
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Georgies. He remembers very
vividiy one day the principal,
Rabbi M. Goldberg, walking
into cach classroom (O show
them a check, 3 contribution
received from M. Irving Bunim,
gne of the welt known Tewish
philanthropers who lived in Borg
Pack, in the amount of $43. This

was in respanse to an appeal by
Rabbi Goldberg for funds lo
provide coal 1a heat the school,
the amount contributed, $48. {(a
very large donation in thase
days) was decided upon by Mr.
Bunim because that numher was
mathematically cquivaleat o the
Hebrew word for heat ar
“Cham".

Shmully  remembers  the
periodic visits 1o the school by
Rabbi Mordechai Kapian,
spiriteal leader of Cong. Bnrei
Yehudah and chairman of the
school's Board of Education.
The Rabbi would visit Lhe
classrooms and speak to Lhe
students giving shoct sermons
and pep lalks. He also
remembers being laken to schaal
by his older brother on a sled
aler a heavy snowf(all,

Anolher fond tnemary was
that of the Weiss Photo Studio
on the comer of the school, 48th
St. carner 13th Ave., where
Lanes was later localed and now
Bora Park Pharmacy. [n the
store window, Mr. Weiss had
frequent  showings of silen
inovics. which were a novelty
then, such as Charlic Chaplan
films and the like. The boys
from YTE would pass the store
on the way home fram schaol in
order (0 waich the mavies.
Many adults would stand and
watch in fascination alsa.

Shmully recalled the schoal
secretaries wha played an
impartant role in the life af the
schoal and the students. There
was a2 Miss Young. Miss Celia
Rolh. Miss Mildred Haorawitz
and Miss Rlaine Gartenhouse.
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While the boys were playing
during recess or lunch period. he
remembers the principal walking
around with a hand bell 10 signal
the boys to line up or 0 be
dismissed.

YTE Graduation 1935

Shiomo Goldsiein gave me a
copy of the 16 page graduation
program entitled
“Commencement Excrcises of
the Yeshivath Torath Emeth of

1935.” The  graduation
ceremonies were held in Cong.
Anshei Sfard on 1dth  Ave
corner 45th St.

The program bovklet includes
a list of the school's officers.
messages  from the 1wo
pincipals, a list of the 9
graduates (8th grade), a list of all
the school’s siudents (68), the six
page script of a play wrilten by
Rabbi M. Goldberg. the Hebrew
principal, entitled, “‘Yeshiva
Boys of the Twenticth Century™
and performed a1 the graduation.
the graduation program, Lhe
school faculty and three pages of
adverlisements. Daniel and
Shlomo Goldstein took part in
the play.

One of the graduates listed
there, David Tiwersky, is now a
well  known  and  revered
Chassidic Rebbe - the Sqverer
Rebbe of Boro Park, and also
Dean of 2z large Yeshiva

(Yeshiva Bais Yitzchok Squere
of 1413 - 45th St.) and his wile
is Dean of the companion
Yeshiva for girls (Tomer
Devorah H.S.).

The printing  of  the
Commencement Exercises
booklet was done by MorTis
Coldstein the printer.

The graduation program lisis
the names of the faculty in 1935
as follows:

Hebrew Depaniment: Rabbi
M. Goldberg. pringipal

Teachers: Rabbi Weiss, Mr.

Burchinsky, Mr. Brick, Mr.
Heller

English Department:  Mrs.
Nemiroff, Mr. Davis, Miss

A A

JACK FEINMAN, PAINTS
4707 NEW UTRECHT AVE.
Winsdor 8-7600

DR HERMAN K LEOPOLD
SURGEON DENTIST
1309 - 48 S1. Windsor 6-0400

WHILE-L-WAIT - SHOE REPAIR

131244 5t CLOSED
SATURDAY- OPEN SUNDAY

S. COHEN . HEBREW BOOKS.
TALESIM. TFILIN AND ALL
RELIGIQUS ARTICLES

. 4304 -13 AVE. - FIRST FLOOR

DR. JOSEPH MURRAY
SURGEON DENTIST
1320 - 46 St. NEAR 13th AVE
AMbassador 2.2913

DR & MRS. JOSEPH BENSON
133843 ST
TEL. Windsor 6-2638

OLD BORO PARK
SCENES

As a pew feature of this
column. we plan to publish
photos of old Boro Park scenes
on a regular basis. These photos
have been made available
courtesy of the Boro Park
Historical Sociely Archives. We
welcome your comments and
contnbunions of wld phatos.

Y

FEBRUARY 1999
The following 2ds with Boro HELP PRESERVE
Park addresses were inciuded in THE HISTORY OF
the graduation program booklet. BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can heip in the research.
presetvation and promotion of
this community by submitting
yOur awn memories, photos and
other memorabilia.
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (33
reticed or student) $10 - for
business or organization. or by
making a contribution,  Send
materials 1o B.P.H.S., 4707 [3th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219.

GroowyT, T X

Bore Park Railroad

Station
The Photo above. taken in

You can |

1908, shows the Borough Park
(Blythebourne) railroad station
located on New Utrecht Ave.
and 54th Streer. The wrains ran
along the ground then. The
elevated train lines were first
introduced in Boro Park in 1316
(Photo from Brian Merhs Arch.)
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1 REMIEMIBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

ABRAHAM LASS
AND EAGLE
THEATER

; .Abraham Lass moved with |
hISI family to Boro Park from
Williamsburg in the carly 1920's
an‘d lived there until about 1930.
His father bought a 1wo-family -
house a1 4803 151h Avenuc. Mr. |
Lass_ and his  family lived
upstairs and his pariner and his
family lived downsiairs. His
father had a coal and suit
business and his partner had a
fur business.

Abraham Lass is a Past
Principal of Abraham Lincoin
High School in Brooklyn and is
a Past President of the High
.School Principals Association.

He is the author of Dictionary
of. Allusions, New Guide to
Banwer Writing, and Dictionary
of Pronunciation. He s the .

co-editor of The Secret Sharer
and Other Great Stories, 21
Creat Stories, Masters of the
Short Story, and The Mentor
Book of Short Plays.

Following is his account of
playing piano in the Eagle
Theatre, a silent movie house al
4)id Sireet and 16th Avenue
(demolished). His article is
reprinted from the January 1999
issue of Reminisce magazine.

Lucille Posner

THE MOVIE WAS
SILENT... THE
THEATRE WASN'T!
Playing piano for the Sat-
urday movie matinee back
' in 1923 was not for the

Sfaint of heart.

By Abraham Lass
Fresh Meadows, New York

My carecr as a silent-movie
pianist began in 1923 at the
Eagle Theater, 2 sour-smelling
establishment in the Borough
Park section of Brooklyn.

On weekends and holidays, |
did a 3-hour stint as ‘“relief
pianist™ for a portly female piano
ieacher.

[ was relieved, in wm, by the
full-time pro - a thin, dour man
in his 30s. He hated playing the
piano, hated movies and hated
the audiences - cspecially the
kids. Being a kid myself (I was
16), I loved all of those things.

The Eagle Thealer was a
small boxy place. 1 sat al the
piano up front, barely (5 feet
from the screen and right under
the apron of the small stage-

When | wasn’t playing the

piano, (WO sounds  were
prominent - the whirr of the
projector  and the incessamnt

cracking of Indian nuls (the
popcorn of its day) between the
teeth of myrad Indian nut
devotees.

There was nothing passive
about thase audiences,
particularly the kids. To
heighten the dramatic effect of
tender love scencs of to provide
live sound for Westems or batile
scenes, the older kids would fire
off their Kilgore repeating cap

pistols.
Warned the Hero
The younger kids, who

identified with the hero in bis
struggle with bullying villains,

, were likely to call out hysterical .
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warnings hike, “Look out - he’s
behind the door!”

Other kids werc kept busy
reading aloud the florid subtitles
to mothers or grandmothers
whose English wasn't quite up
1o the challenge.

When the film broke (as it
often did), there was an erupiion
of clapping, howling, banging,
floor-kicking and whistling thal
the audience seemcd to enjoy
more than the movie itself.

Periodically, the theater’s
owner patrolled the aisles with a

95

Flit gun, spraying a sickeningly .

sweet deodorant (the ventilation
at the Eagle left much to be
desired).

Then around 5 p.m., parents
began wandering in, anxiously
calling in the darkness for Sam,
Harry or Charlie (who by then
had scen wo performances and
partof a third).

On a (ypical

afternoon, |

supplied the music for a cartoon, *

sedal, comedy, newsreel and
feature.

Like most movie pianists, 1
never pre-viewed any of the
pictures. Some producers
provided musical cue sheets for
their movies, but these were
usually lost in transit or mislaid
by the management - 1 rarely
saw one.

Made Quick Decisions

Instead, [ relied entirely upon
my own musical resources. As
each scene flashed on the screen,
[ had to decide what music to

, play for what was probably
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about 10 happen (which often
was not  quite what T'd
anticipated).

Forunately, the subtitles and
fairly broad acting telegraphed
cues sufficient for me to hazard
a good guess about the kind of

.music to fit the action.

In this game of "maich the
music to the piciure”, T had a lot
going for me. First, T enjoyed it
tremendously. Second, my
piano teacher. a real martinet,
had given me an excsllem
grounding in  basit’ piano
techniques.,

I could also play songs “by
ear” and improvise music on the
spot 10 fit various moods. My
musical memory was good.and |
had a broad repericire of popular
and classical music.

From 1923 uatil 1927, 1
improvised and composed m)
way through [ires, earthquakes.
volcanic eruptions, smowstorms.
typhoons and humicanes. [
supplied the sound track for
innumerable love scenes,
comedies, Lragedies, escapes,
pursuits and rescues.

It didn’t marter whether a
characier was ecceniric, sinister
or Jovable - 1 came up with a
picce of music to match his or
hes moed.

A famous composer once
said, “The silent movic needed
music as a dry cereal needs
cream.” 1'd have to agree... and
for 4 delicious years, | kept that
“cream” flowing.

(Ed: We thank Luciile Posner,
an officer of the &o Park
Histotical  Society, . for ~ her

{requent and interesting
convibutions.)
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Dear Dr. Kipusl,

Enclosed are two photos of
Boro Park taken in the late
19307,

In one photo I am riding my
bike on 45th St. betwegn 14th,
and 15th Ave. The sureet 1ooks:
very quiel, only two old model
cars parked. The houses on the:
left, and the tres were probably
demolished and replaced by new
houses.

The second pholo was (aken
in front of the then Yeshiva
Toras Emes at 4407.12th Ave.
belore classes began or during
recess. The two boys in the
front are Privin {lcft) and Joseph
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Goldberg (right). Rabbi Shapiro
(RIP) Hcbrew principal and
Rabbi Weiss (RIP)} teacher, ,are
lalking at the top of the steps at
the entrance of the Yeshiva. 1
can't idemtify anyone else.
Perhaps you or one of your
readers can.
Wishing you the best.
Sincecely,
Shlomo Goldstein
Baltimore. Maryland ,
{Ed: The man slanding on the
first step with back o us, il
seems to me by his stance. is the
leacher Mr. Brick. We thank
Shlomo  Goldstein  for  his
interesting contribution.)
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MESIVTA OF BORO
PARK

fsaac M. Lobel institute”

.The following anewspaper
article appeared in the “World
Telegram and Sen,” sonfBtime in
1956. We have lhe newspaper
clipping but not the date.

JEWISH HS TO
HONOR WAR
HERO’S MEMORY
By Ronald Eckman,
Staff Writer

The shell of a building, which
for 5ix years represented only the
shape of a drcam, is now being
completed as a memonal to a
Floro Park youth who was killed
inaclion in World War 1l v

.Thc buildiag at 960 49th St
will house the Mcsivia and High
Schaol of Boro Park, a Jewish |
parochial school for boys. n
will be dedicated 1o Tsaac M.
Lobel, an Air Force lieutenant
who was killed on a mission
over the Phillipines in January,
1945. He was 22, and the son of ;
Mr. and Mrs. Harry D. Lobell,
964 491h Si. A%

Dedicated 10 Youth.

The school will also be
dedicated o ali Boro Park
youths who gave their lives
during the war,

Although the building is six

Jyears old, the proposal for a
school is new. Originally the
building was 10 be a community
center, with special facilitics for
veterans. Thal project was never
completed, and the building
stood empty until late lasi year,
when the rabbis in  the
neighborhood suggesied a_ high
schaool,
.Tbere are no other Jewish
high schools in Boro Park and
the proposal was greeted
enthusiastically by the 30-odd-
cong.rcgations there and also
received the support of the
national office of the Jewish War
Veterans of America.

Funds Raised. -

Under the ditection of Rabbi
Lazarus Axelrod, a campaign for
funds was begun and enough
money has been coliected to
complete the building. When it
is finished, in about three
smonths, it will contain complete
educational and recreational
facilities for 200 boys, and will
also be available as a community
center.

Nor have Lhe war. veierans
teen forgotten. The school will
offer special evening courses for
these men and women, and the
school will be open o members
of alk races and crecds.

Expansion Planoed.

Even the compleed building
will not mean the end of the
dream. Rabbi Axclrod said
fature plans call for a continuing

- expansion of the school. There

is plenty of land around the
building, he said, and wings will
be added to the stuclure as
needed.

A committee is now planaing
a formal ccremony to be held at
the school in a few weeks.

The building discussed above
was then donated 1o the faicly
acw Mesivea of Boro Park H.S.
(M.B.P}

1957 - the Mesivia of Boro
Park compleled Lhe building at
960-49th St. relocated to it from
ils previous quarters in the old
Agudah Tsrac) building 1 4511 -
ldih Ave.

1959 - the Mcsivia of B.P.
merged  with the Kaininelzer
Yeshiva and formed 1he
Kaminelzer Mesivia of Boro
park (H.S.) lsaac M. Lobel
Institute.
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1967 - the school meiged
with Yeshiva Toras Emes
{Elementary School} and (ormed

\he Yeshiva Toras Emes
Kaminetz - lIsaac M. Label
Institute.  Sepasate  buildings

were  maintained by the
elementary and the high school.

1972 - a ncw building to
house both  schools  was
comgpleted at 1650 - S6ith St
The two previous buildings at
1315 - 43rd St and 960 - 49th
51. were sold and both schools
relocaled 1o the new site where
they are currently located.

This is now the oldest
existing yeshiva in Boro Park.

Comrection: In the last issue of
this column {(Fcb. 1999) the
article “Boro Park Centennial”
incorrectly stated that
Blythebomne was first developed
in 1888. It should have stated
1886/87.

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF

BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boso Park.

You can help in the rescarch,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own mcmoties, photos and
other memonsbilia.  You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (83
retired or student} $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a contribution.  Send
maierials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklya, NY 18219,

yi
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

RABBI MOSHE
SHERER (RIP)

1922-1998

Baro Park has been the home
af musny famous personalities,
indaviduals who were prominent
leaders in various fields such as
government, education,
medicine, spunts, philanthropy,
business, the arts and religion. *
In most cases the famous
individuals had lived in Boro
Park au one ime but moved to
other cemwmunines before  or
soon  after  they  reached
pruminence. The case of Rabbi
Moshe Sherer  (RIP)  was
differem, i

Rabbi Moshe Sherer was a
widely recognized  Orthédox
Jewish lcuder, a noted and!
respected national and!
international figure, who
resnained biving in Boro Park

“throughout his dramatic carcer.
He had served as president of
Agudalh Isracl of America, an
educational and social service
organization, since 1963 and
before that as Executive Direclor
of that organization since 1941.
The New York Times had a
long obitwary describing his
career and accomplishmenls and
»another long article with photos
describing bis {uneral in Boro
Park. The funeral, probably (he
largest ever in Boro Park, ook
: place on Monday, May 18, 1998,
The Times article of May 19,
1998 said, “The mourners
crowded the strects, stood on
rooftops and sat in their living
rooms (o listen to eulogies,
broadeast through the
neighborhood by loudspeakers,
for a man known for his tireless
efforts 1o unite Jewish sects and
10 rteach out to the sccabar

world... Within hours of his
death on Sunday afternoon, his
l[ollowers had begun gathering
on the streets around the modest
brick building of Congregation
Agudath Israel of Boro Park
(4511 [4th Avenue). By late
yesterday, more than 20,000 had
lined up 10 pay their respecis.”
Among those paying their
respects al ihe funcral in Bero
Park were Governor
Paaki, Mayor Rudolph Guiliani
andk numerous other govesnnient
official and other dignilarics.
The crowds grew so large that

George |
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the police blocked car (raffic :

from 13th Avenuc through 16th
Avenue, and 43rd Streel through
50th Street.

The Times article poinis out
that “Rabbi Sherer played a
Icading rol¢ in the rise of
Onhodox Judaism’s right wing,
which has gained in influence
and self confidence since the
1960'%." He helped transform
the Agudath [sracl of Amenica,
an advocacy organization “from
a small group inte a formidable
movement that claims one

hundred thousand  (100,000)
members and has branches
around the country.” It's main

office is located in Manhattan
but it has a “Washinglon office
that lobbies the government on
religious issues.... It belongs (o
the Apgudath Israel  World
Organization of which Rabbi
Sherer was appointed chairman
in 1980."

“In 1994,

Rabbi  Sherer
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delivered the invocation at the
first inauguralion of Mayor
Guiliani of New York.” On the
day Rabbi Sherer died, e
organization was scheduled o
have tis 76th Annual Dénner in
New York and Vicc President Al
Gore was scheduled (o recenve
an award and speak. A decision
was madc to go through with the
dinner but in a subducd fashion.
Vice President Al Gore did
speak and received an award and
the remainder of the progeam

was devoled 1o appropnate
culogies.
“He wasn’l a

headline-maker”, said Samuel C.
Heilman, professor of Jewish
Studies and Sociology at the
Graduate Schoal of the City

University of New Yotk
“Instead,” Professor  Hedman
said, "“Rabbi Sherer worked

quielly to keep the chaanels of
communication open  belwezn
Agudath [srael and other Jew)sh
organizations.”

Many newspapers and other
periodicals throughout the 1
world, serving the Jewish |
Community, carried storics and
culogies about his life aod
accomplishments.  There  will
most probably be a full lengih
biography of his life published
in the future. A full discussion
of his life and carcer are beyond
the scope of (his column.,
However, | would like w
mention a few Boro Park related
items and some personal
memories of the man.
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Rabbi Sherer In

Boro Park

Rabbi Sherer and his wife
Deborah maoved 10 Bore Park in
1953 from Wilhamsburg znd
continued to live herc ever since
for over 45 years. Thewr [iest
address was at 1626 52nd Street
Theic  son  Shimshon and
davghters Rochet and Elky were
born, raised and  atteaded
schools (Yeshivos) in Boro Pirk
Many years later they moved to
1419 30th Street where Rabbi
Sheer lived unnil the end.

The pamary synagoguc that
the Sherer's atiended was at the
141h Avenue Agudath Isracl. the
first and main Agudah branch in
Boro Park. Through the years as
the organization and
membership  grew, additional
branch synagogues developed.

The foltowing are the four
Boro Park branches of Agudath
[srael  Synagogues and  iheir
{ocations.

l. Agudath Israet of 18th
Ave. 11 5413-18th Ave,

2. Agudath [srael of [
Ave, a14511-14th Ave.

3. Agudath Israel of I6th
Ave. a14909-16th Ave.

4, Agudath Israe] of Boro
Park West at 867-501h Sireet.

Some Personal Memories
I first met Rabbi Sherer in
1945 when he was Executive
Direcior of (he Agudath Tsrael of
America, That was when I was
in the process of being drafied
ino the U.S. Army near the end
of World War 1I. A friend of
minc, who alsa lived in Boro
Park, recommended that | speak
to'Rabhi Sherer for religious
guidance and suggestions on
how to manage as an Orthodox
Jew in reference to Kosher food
and Sabbath observance in the
army. Rabbi Sherer had some
cxpcricnuc in is  area  of
guidance. He gave me sound
ang¢ sage advice and

encouragement and arvanged te
have kosher fond packages
mailed (0 me in the army. one of
the projects of Agudath Isracl at
that time.

In order to advance certain
issucs  or introduce  certain
political  candidates,  Rabbi
Sherer organized local pavlor
meetings, some of them in Boro
Park, to which he inviled
Community lcaders such as
Organizational and institutional
officers. As president of the
Association of Onhodox Jewish
Teachers (AOQJT) at that time,
Rabbhi Sherer invited me 0 a
number of such meetings. The
AOQIT office was then located in
the building of the Agudath
Isract of i6lh Aveaue for several
years, 1 remember vividly the
parlor meeting amanged to
introduce the then Congressman
Ylugh Carey, a good fricnd of
Rabhi Sherer, who was then
running for Governor of New
York State.

In addition Rabbi Shercer was
a strong supportce of the AOJT
and its work. Despite his very
busy schedule, hc attended a
number of ACJIT dinnecrs, was
guest speaker at onc of them and
he inviled me as President of
AQIT to sit on the dais at the
Agudath  Iscact  of  America
dimner. He amranged a special
wmeeting in his office with the
then local Stale Asscmblyman
and State Senator and AOIT
officers to help  introduce
legislatton which would help
Sabbath  obscrvers in  the
workplace by protecting their
rights. He cncouraged the work
of AQOJT. He was an excellent,
polished and dynamic speaker,
and very warm and fricndly. le
was always the gentleman with a
hearty handshake and a warm
smile.
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§ attended the funeral services
for Rabbi Sherer, along with the
cstimated 20,000 others, and
witnessed the sincere cxpression
of grief and pain noticeable
among the mourncrs lining 14th
Avenue from 44th Street 10 47th
Street. The huge crowd included *
numerous Rabbinical leaders as
well as Yeshiva students and
teachers, businessmen, |
profcssionals and housewives
from around the country who
camc to pay their last respects to
the deccased.

Eulogies were dclivered by
leading Rabbinical scholars,
Chasidic Rebbes and
organizational lcaders as well as
by the son Rabbi Shimshon
Sherer.  The culogies lasted
about four hours and were heard
not only by the people who were
able 1o enter the building but
also through the loudspeakers by
thosc assembled in the sueets on
the rooflops and by the open
windows. Following the funeral
an cntourage of over a thousand,
with a police escort,
accomparnied the body to Long
Island. I had ncver before
witnessed such a large and long
funcral in Boro Park.

Many mourning services and
culogics were held around the
country and at the Apgudath
Israel Convention and Dianer.
Additional services and eulogies
will probably be held next
month to mark the first
Anniversary (Yartzeit) of his
passing.

Rabbi Sherer is survived by
his wife, the formcr Deborah
Portman, who remains living in
Boro Park, tweo daughter, Rochel
Langer of Monsey, NY and Elky
Goldschmidt of Brooklyn, a sof
Rabbi Shimshon Sherer of
Flatbush and numerous
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.



10C

BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS * APRIL

{cont'd.

I REMEMBER
BORO PARK-

MIRIAM FREUND-
ROSENTHAL

{RIP) 1906-199%9

The following cdited
Obiluary appeared in the New
York Times on January 22.
1999. The anticle and the "Boro
Park Conncction™ following it,
were  submitted by Lucille
Posner, an officer of the Boro
Park Historical Sociely and
frequent  contribulor  to  his
column. We thank her for her '
intercsting contribution.
Miriam Freund-Roscnthal,

92, Zionist Leader
by Eric Pace

Dr. Miram Freund-
Rosenthal. a former national
president  of  Hadassah, 1he
Women’s Zionist Organization
of Amcrica, died on Sawurday,
January 16, 1999 at her home in
Manbatian.

Dr. Frcund-Rosenthal
persuaded  the  arlist  Mare
Chagall (0 crcate the stained
glass windows for a synagogue
16 Jerusalem, endowed Hudussah
cducational seminars in  the
United States and Israc) and
wrote the book “A Tapestry of
Hadassoh Memories.” She and
her s2cond busband. Harry
Rosenthal, alse endowed clinics
and parks in israel through
“Hadassah.

During ber presidency, from
1956 through 1960, a sccond
hospital was built for the
Hadassah medical center in
Jecusalein, in the Ein Kerem
neighborhood. It was dedicawed
in 1960.

Dr. Freund-Rosenthal, whose
doclorate was in history [rom
New York University, was
known as Miram K. Freund
when she was Hadassah's
president.

With abuut 300,000 members,
Hadassah says it is the United
Stales’s largest women's
organization, jargest  Jewish
organization, and largest Zionist
arganization.

Before and afler Dr. Freund-
Rosenthal  was  Hadassah's
president, she held a variety of
other posts overseeing  the
organization's  education  and
youth programs. She was also
prominent in other Zionist and
Jewish communal organizations.

In a volume of memarsics, “In
My Lifetime™ (1989), she tells of
her visit with the violinist Isaac
Stern to Chagall in France. The
artist agreed to create the design

for the slained-glass windows
that were to be installed in the
synagogue in the Ein Kerem
hospital complex, saying. I have
always looked forward o a cail
from the Jewish peopie.” Known
as the Jerusalem windows, they
have attracled immense numbers
of visilors over the years.

1999

Miriam Kottler Freund-
Rosenthal was born in Brooklyn.
the daughter of Harry Kotiler and
the former Rebecca Zindler, and
lived in Perth Amboy, N.J., and
Harlem as a child. She received
a bachelor’s degree in 1925 from
Hontee College and a master's
degree and doctorate  from
N.Y.U. In 1935 she first visited
what was then Palestime.

She tacght in the New York
Cily public school system for a
decade and a haif unti} the early
1940's, and was prominenl in
fund-raising for the founding of
Brandies  University,  which
opened in 1948,

Her other writings include the
books “Jewish Mecechants in
Colonial America” (1939) and
“lewels for a Crown™ (1963).

In 1927, she marticd Milon
B. Freund, a financier aclive in
Jewish communal and religious
affairs, who dJicd in 1968. She
marricd Harry Raoscnthal, a
businessinan in St. Pawl in 1974
He died in 1989.
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BORO PARK
CONNECTION

Harry and Rebecca Kottler
and their daughters, including
Miriam, moved to Boro Park in
1910, to a private house, 1325
47th Strect. In 1927, Miriam
married Milton Freund of Boro
Park. They rented an apastment
al Temple Arms, an apariment
house at 4%h Sweet and 14th
Avenue, where they lived untii
i941, when they moved to
another Brooklyn neighborhood.
Miriam Freund-Roscuthal, was a
member of the Boro Park
chapter of Hadassah, and later
was the National President of
Hadassah.

OLD BORO PARK
SCENES
Thirteenth Avenue
Pushcarts

The above photo taken in sclfing their merchandise. At
1931 shows the pushcans lined pight the pushcarts were mave

HELP PRESERVE |
THE HISTORY OF

BORO PARK

You can help prescrve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own memaries, photos and
other memorabilia.  You_can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (33
retired or student) $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a conftribution. Send
matenials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219.

Lt

up on both sides of 13th Ave.
looking from 39th to 41st St.
Note the few scattered autos
and rucks, the street lamp,
telephone poles and lincs. The
vendors stood on the sidewalk

into large garages.

In 1935 the Thirtcenth Ave.
Retail Market was built to
replace the pushcarts  Each
vendor was penmiticd to rent a
space in the market. The market
4 has since closed down.
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by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

RALPH BROTH *
Dear Dr. Kipust,
Having been born and raised
and siill living in Boro Park, I.
* enjoyed your articles especially
the one about Abraham Lass.
Having  graduated  New
Utrecht High School in 1956 and
fondly remembering Abraham
Lass as the principal there, 1 am
wondesing if that is the same
person in your article, and if so,
‘why wasn’t there mention ol
New Utrecht High School in the
" article.
Since [ was prompted to write
o you, I dug up some old
I pictuces and am sending this
particular one as it shows the
best view of the surrounding
arca. The photo was taken in the
summer of 1939 in front of my
"house at 1235 - 43rd St. looking
towards 13th Ave. The only carj
iin the photo is just about
" opposite where the library is
sloday. The street was then lined
with large irees.

I remember well the “Bath
House™” before it was demolished
and spent a lot of my childhood
years playing in the empty lot
before the library was crected on
that site.

" The child in the photo is
yours truly. The iittle girl is my'..

older sister, now living in Long
Island. The two women
standing are sisters of my father
and the woman holding me was
the wife of my mother’s older
brother. Words cannot express
the sentimental value of the
enclosed photo to  me.
Therefore, after using it in any
way you wish, please return it in

the enclosed stamped self |

addressed envelope.

Thank you and best of fuck in
your endeavors to remember
Boro Park. Sincerely.

. Ralph Broth
1235 - 431d St.
After receiving the letter and
photo, I called Mr. Ralph Broth
to obtain more information about
his family history in Boro Park
and some personal memories.
Ralph indicated that he was
born in 1938 in the same six
family building in which he now
resides. He has lived in the:
same building but different
apartments, ever since.

Boro Park Residences

His mother, Anna Weisthal
(RIP) moved to Boro Park in
1912 when she was 14 years old.

She came to Boro Park directly |

from Ausiria to live with her

married brother and family in the |

vicinity of Ft. Hamilton Pkwy
and 52nd St.

Ralph’s father Jacob Broth
(RIP) moved to Boro Park from
the Lower FEast Side of
Manhattan in 1929 when he
married Anna. Two children?
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were born (0 them, Artene, who! *

is four years older, and Ralph.
After their marriage, the Broths
lived in  threc  different
residences in Boro Park. First at

1186 - 43rd St., then at 4219 -
12th Ave., across from the fire

station, and finally at 1235 -43rd
St

When they lived across from
the fire station,they experienced
some difficulties. Every time
the fire engines went to a fire

call during the night, Arlene

woke up crying from the noise.

This encouraged them to move.

Both Ralph and Arlenc
attended P.S, 131 on 43rd St.
and Ft Hamillon Pkwy, then
Montauk J.H.S. on i6th Ave.
and 43rd St, and then New
Utrecht High School (N.U.H.S.).
Ralph says he remembers the
principal Mr. Lass very well
because the principal had helped
him personally in several ways.
He remembers one of his
elementary teachers; Mrss. Fox,
in 5th or 6th grade, because her
nephew James, whom she’
visited occasionally on 43rd St.
was his friend. He also
remembers Mrs. Marion J.
Veith, a teacher at N.U.H.S. who
remained friends with his sister
to this day. His sister Arlene
was married in 1953 and moved
to Marine Park and then (o
Freeport, Long Island.
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Cha}nges in the
Neighborhood
The following are some of the
changes in the nei ghborhood tha

Ralph recalls, He remembers
atending the Windsor, Radio
fmd Normandie movie theatres
In the neighborhaod. The Radio,
on I3th Ave. and 42ad St
showed Yiddish movies every

Tuesday night and his parents .

loved 10 sce them. They used 10
take him along when he was
only lwo years old.

He remembers the public baih
l!ousc all boarded up. where the
l!brary is now located and the
liquor store, a few stores away,
where the Simcha Car Service is
now located (1275 - 43rd St.)

There was a public market on
12th Ave. between 43trd and
4th  Sts.  where  Moznaim
Publishing Co. is now localed
£4304 = 12th Ave)). The words
’Rc(ajl Market" were engraved
In cement above the market
entrance. It later became a
matiress faclory and then the
Hebrew book stare.

There was a candy store on
the corner of 43rd St (4302 -
12Ih Ave.) which has since been
converied into an  aparmeni.
Ralph remembers the owners of
the candy store, first Archie and
then Al

He remembers Bamer's Drug
Slore on the comer of 44th S,
and 12th Ave. owned by Barnel
Lowenthal and later sold to M.
Goodenstain, It was later
canverted 0 a factory. Now il's
a!l boarded up and used as some
kind of office.

Ia“:‘l;r remembers the
Omat at the cormer of 42nd *

St and 13th Ave. It later moved
to the middle of the block. He
worked for that laundromal as a
young boy of nine. delivering
Jaundry. cleaning the machine
fiiers and filling up botiles of
bleach and blue from large
drums. The owner Herb. alsa
gave him frcc passes (o the local
movie theatres which the owner
ceccived for  displaying  the
mavie signs in his window.

Ralph said that he had
altended classes al the
Machziker Talmud Torah then !
located at 1315 - 43rd St. He
staried when he was nine yeacs .
old and after his Bar Milzvah he
continued for a few more ;
months vntil be geaduated. One !
of the hoys in his Talmud Torab [
class told him about (he job in :
the laundromal which he took.
He also studied Hebrew as a
forcign language at NUH.S.

Ralph said he atiends services
a1 the Yemenite Synagoguc on
the comer of 45th St. and 12th
Ave.. which was once a
Protesiant church, with some
Isracli friends who live near him.
He aitends scrvices on the High .
Hoty days. Simchat Terah and
some other occasions.

His patents lived at his
current address until they died. "
His father passed away in 1972
and his mothec in 1985.

Ralph worked as a panter for
s lorge company m Manhauan,
but is now tclired on disability.
We thank Ralph  for  his
interesling contributions.
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BORO PARK
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY ANNUAL
MEETING

The Boro Park Historical
Socicty will again hold its
annual meeting to which all in
the community are invitcd. The
mecting  is  scheduled {or
Monday, Junc 7, 1999 at 8:00
p-m. 3t the Boro Park YMHA,
4912 - tdh Ave,

‘The program will include a
slide presentation by Peter G
Rose. food historian, on “Foods
of the Native American and
Daich Setters of the Town of
Brouklyn,” followed by an open
discussion period about Bore
Park. All  are  welcome,
admission is {tee,

This 1alk is funded by the
New York ' Council for the
Huamanities.

BOOK REVIEW
Brough Park - Centennial
Edition 1898-1998
paperbound, circa 90
pages, glossy paper
by Oscar Israelowitz, Is-
raclowitz Publishing,
Brooklyn, NY 1998

reviewed by B.M. Selevan,
chief researcher, BPHS
Oscar Israclowitz has
upgraded his previous booklets
on Borough Park with a larger.
more colarful publication for the
Centznnial of the Borough Park
development. He has added ncw
photographs and a pumber of
pages of historical maps that are
interesting and informative.
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The beook is  mayred,
unfortunately, by a number of
¢rrors, major and minor, some of
which 1 would like 10 poini out
herz, as follows:

I. The author reilerates
erroneous information from his
previous works with regard (o
the beginning of the
development of this area, c.g.
slating 1hal Biytheborne siarted
in 1886 (correct dale is 1887)
and that Electus B. Litwchfield
was the son of Edwin C.
Litchficld of Prospect Park fame
(actually he was his brother). He
also wriles that the Blythebome
Company opened an office
under the name ‘West
Brooklyn®, Actually, West
Brooklyn was a distincr,

neighboring (though somewhat

related perbaps) development to
Blythcbome.

2. The author statcs that
Hassidim  armived  in  the
neighbarhood fallowing World
War 1I and refers 10 ithem as
holocaust survivors, Actually,
there was a Hassidic presence in
the neighborhood many years
before that, which has been
documented in old newspaper
clippings and inlerviews. This ']
Remember Bore Posk’ column
has exiensively discussed this
lopic in the pasi. The claim that

* the Lisker Hassidic cangregation

was the first hassidic
congregation in the
neighborhoed in 1947 is not
cofrrect.

3. The ‘Umbrella Oak’ {p. 56)
was  actually the  fampus
‘Umbrella Elm',

There are a number of other
errors, bui the above sirike me as
the major ones.

Since people tend 16 helieve
whatever they read in books. we
menlion these crrors in order 1o
preserve hislorical accuracy.

Ed: We thank Mr. B.M.
Sclevan, an afficer in the BPHS
lor his inlcrcsling contfibutinn.

NEW LUXURY
HOTEL IN BORO
PARK

The following are excerpts
from an anicle 1hat appeared in |
the New York Times, Real |
Estate  Section, on Nov. 29|
1998, 1 deseribes the new i
Avenue Plaza Hotel being built |
on top of the ald Cha‘-e|
‘Manhattan Bank and includes |
seme Boro Park history worlh|
recarding for the foture

56-Room Hotel for

Brooklyn
“A S56-room hotel iy being

built atop a former bank building
in Borough Park, Brooklyn,
designed to cater to Orthodox
and Hasidic Jews. Marcel Glick,
.the Borough Park developer wha
is behind the project, said that he
and his partner were investing
$6 million in the hope that the
six-story,  4,000-square ool
structure at 47th Streel and 13(h
Avenue will eam him more as a
hotel than as rental apartments."
“Borough Park doesn't have a
luxury holel, and with all the
visitors for bar mitzvahs and
weddings we have here. one is
sorely needed.” said Mr. Glick,
owner of Galaxy Realty. Park
House, a renovated apartment
building at 4Rth Street and 12th
Avenue, is the only other holel in
Borough Park, where residents
estimale that aboul 80 percent of
the population are religiously
observanl Jews. Mr. Glick said
that Crthodox visitors in Boraugh
Park on the Sabbaih, when they
are forbidden 1o travel, often
have difficulty finding ledging

*
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“Chase  Manhattan  Bank
moved out aof the building after
its merger with Chemical Bank
left the new company with
duplicate facilities in Borough
Park. Chase Icased the building
to Mr. Glick and his partner,
Menachem  Eatin, an  Isracli
develaper, last year and gave
them an option to buy on the
condition that they did not put a
competing bank there. Mr. Glick
said that he and {1is partner were
planning to buy the building for
an undisclosed sum.”

“The one-story 1920's Greck
Revival-style bank building was
peeserved  with its arches and
columns. The upper floors were
designed with the observant Jew
in mind. The elevalors arc made
10 conlinually and automatically
stop on each floor to avoid the
need 10 press huttons on the
Sabbath.™

“Roams  will not  have
televisions, which are frowned an
as spiritually undermining. Wash
basins  will be oultside the
bathroom, consistent with the
Orthodox customs of cleanliness
The hatel's  windows  are
designed (0o avoid  forming
crosses with the frames.  Its
restaurants will be vegetarian and
kosher.

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in (he research,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
yaur own memaries, pholos and
ather memorabidia. You can
help alsa hy becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Saciety - only $5 per year (§3
rclired ar studeat) $10 - far
business or organization, ar by
making a contribution.  Send
materials 1o B.P H.S., 4707 t3th
Avenue, Braoklyn, NY | 1219.
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by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK
CHILDHOOD
FRIENDS MEET

Two interesting newspaper
clippings about 1wo Boro Park
childhood friends who reunite,
were senl Lo us recently.

The first article appeared in
the Brooklyn Daily on Feb. 8,
1952 and the second appeared in
Newsday on Nov. 1, 1998.

“Kids Find $150,
Return it, Give Reward

to School
(Brooklyn Da:ly - Feb. 8, 1952)
“Two Borough Park lads,
Judah Munk, of 1566 46th St
-and Leon Rosner of 4206 - 15th
Ave.  found a  bankbook
conlaining $150 in hills.
“The 13-year olds, enroute tc
Yeshiva Toras Emes religious
school at 1315 - 43rd St. went Lo

the Bay Ridge Savings Bank,
found outr the address of the
bankbook owner and returned
the money to him.

“Joseph Capicaua of 1217 -
48th Si, overjoyed al the return
of the money. gave each of the
lads a $10 bill.

“The youngsters aware of the
financial difficultics of their
school presented the reward
money to their rabbi for use by
the school.”

{The following photo caplion
appeared  under the photo
adjoining Lhe article.)

Honesty
“Juda Munk and Leon
Rosner, shown together below,
hand over $20 reward money for
fetuming $150 they found, to
‘Kieve Stubenhaus, assistant
pnncipal of their religious school.
(Statt photo by Ben Schif.)”

Follow Up

We interviewed Judah Munk
recently about this article and ke
informed us of the Jong
interesting follow up to this
story. He aiso sent us a copy of
an article “Finders Are Keepers™
which appeared in Newsday on
Sunday, November 1, 1998,
written by Ed Lowe, which
described  the  story and
followup.

The story essentially is, as
related in both articles, that
Judah Munk and Leon Rosner
were then, in [952, 8th grade
students at Yeshiva Torah Emes.
It seems that the secular studies
teachers were on strike that day
because they hadn’t been paid
for a long time. The two boys
decided therefore to stroll along
13th Avenue in their free time,
when they discovered the money
- $150 in bills. That was a lot of
money then. They went [o the
bank to find out the address of
the loser and then went home to
report it to Judah's father. Rabbi
Munk called and verified that
Joseph Capicatia, a city bus
driver of 1217 - 48th St. had
indeed lost the money, notificd
him of finding it, and waited for
him as he came running
breathlessly over 1o the bank.
He was really very grateful and
gave the boys $20 in reward
money.

Judah and Leon decided to
donate the reward money to the
Yeshiva to heip meet the payrou.i
The Yeshiva administration was
appreciative of this gesture and
theught that publicizing it would
teach a valuable lesson. - They
called a couple of newspapers
and the Brooklyn Daily sent
over a reporter and
photographer. Both boys kept
the newspaper clipping
throughout al! the years since
then.

105

1999

About cight years ago, Judah
Munk, who naow lives in
Moasey, N.Y., came across the
clipping and decided that he
must try to locate his ald good
friend Leon . He said that they
had been close friends in school
but they went to different high
schools and then Leon moved
out of the necighborhood and
they lost contace.

In order to gy and locate his
lost friend Judah obtained a list
of all the Leon Rosners in Lhe
U.S. and mailed letters to each
of them. When that was
unsuccessful-he decided to write
to every L. Rosner but again
received no response. He went
through the same process again
about a year ago but [o no avail.

Then he remembered an old
mutual friend and contacted him
1o ask if he had any information
about Leon. The friend said na,
but he remembered that his sister
used to speak with Leon's sister.
The fdend's sister remembered
that Leon had a brother who died
in 1974 and had lived in
Princeton, N.J. Judah called ali
the Rosners in Princeton and
located a sister-in-law who said
that Leon lives in Arlington, Va.

and works for the National
Health Institute. Judah catled
the institute and leamed that
they had no Leon but they did
have a J.L. Rosner. “I called J.
L. Rosner,” Judah said, “and as
soon as he spoke I knew that it
was Lean. 1 gdve'hinr a.hard
time abaut changing his name."

Rosner explained that he
hadn't really changed his name.
He grew up knowing his English
name as Leon and his Hebrew
name as Yehuda Leib. He said
that when he registered for the
draft and toak his birth
certificale down to the board he
first naticed, to his surprise, that
his official English pame was
Judah Leon Rosner, when he'
went to college later and they
asked for his official name he
listed it as Judah L. and that
remained with him
professionally.
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An interesting sidelight to
this story is that after their long
telephone reunion, Judah and
Leon made an appointment to
meet in Washington in two
moaths for the first time in 46
years. On the way home Rosner
had 10 make two stops, one at
Sears and then at a bookstore.
At the bookstore he discovered
that his wallet was missing. He |
called Scars and went back there |
but no wallet. He drove home |
and told his wife that they would |
have to cancel credit cards etc.
Then he listened to his voice
mail messages and hecard one
from a Dave Durchinski who
said, “T found your wallet in the

Scars parking lot. Everything is
in it including the money."

Rosner went to pick it up and
gave the 1 a check for $100
for his favorite charity. He also
showed him the old mewspaper
clipping and said hc had just
spoken to the other Judah for 1he
first fime in atl these years.

Some would explain this
incident as an example of
heavenly repayment for a similar
good deed others would call it
poelic justice.

Munk called me all excited
about {inally meeting his fong
lost friend. He said the reunion
was an emotional experience for
the two of them and they plan 10
keep in comact.  Childhood
fricndships are indeed precious.

Rosner's Boro Park

Memories

During a telephone
conversation with ). L. Rosner
he reminisced a litde about his
Boro Park days and said he
remembered me as his scicnee
teacher in Yeshiva Toras Emes
H.S. in 9th and 101h grades. He
is now a rescarch scientist ag the
National Institute of Health in

Bethesda, Md. He later sent me
copies of several of his research
papers on bacteriolagy thut were
published in scientific jourauls,
Auached was a cule litle note
which read, “It was great 1alking
10 you. Here are somie reprints
of work that staned in Borough
Park.™

“In response 10 my query
about his Bora Park memuorics
and fawily history Rosner shared
the following information.

He was born in Israel Zion
Hospital in 1939 {new
Maimenides) and had only onc
Boro Park address at 4206 - 151h
Ave. He lived there wilh his
parenls Max H. and Rose R., one
older brother Benjamin and three
older sisters. Benjamin atlended
Brooklyn College, moved 10 Bay
Ridge when he was married in
1951 and died in 1974 al the age
of 43 while living in Princelon,,
N.J.
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Leon auended Yeshiva Toras
Emes through the 10ih grade and
then went 1o Messvia Chaim
Berlin in Flatbush,  In Foras
Emes he recalled his principal
was Dr. Morris Mandel. the *
assistant principal Me.
Swbenhaus, Mrs. S‘.iricy
Mandel taught him Algebra, and
Mr. Kipust, biology.

He atiended Columbia
University in $1956 and then in
1960 wemt 10 Yale Univcrsil‘)"
Graduate School and earned his
dociorate degree n 1965, Dr.
Rosner (1 should say now) was
married in 1965 and moved (0
Silver Springs, Md.

in Boto Park, his younges
sister awcnded Beth  Jacob
School and the older siblings

atteaded P.S. 164, Montaulk
LH.S. and New Utrecht H.S.
His family auended prayer .
services at Rabbi Simpson’s
Shole localed a1 1546 - 461h S
Leon said his father was a very
devoted congregant of Rabbi
Simpson.  (Judah Munk then
Jived on the same block a few
houses from the Shule.)

THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK
Old Time Scenes of
Boro Park

The photo showing New
Utrecht Ave. and 52nd St.
looking towards 12th Ave. was
taken in 1919. The comer

Woest End movie Theatre which
was active from 1914 to 1930
{approximately). It is now the
Ammon Terrace Catering Hall.

Note the trolley tracks on the

ground along New Utrecht Ave.,
the low strest tamp (front left of
theatre), the horse and wagon
and the strests devoid of ¢ars.
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Leon mentioned a few Boro
Park memories that came 10
mind. He remembers the curly
dismissal {halfl day) cvery Friday
from Yeshiva and his helping at
home in the preparaiions for the
Shabbos  (Sabbath). Because
thete were no supermarkets he
recalls his need (o shop at
various  different  stores  for
dilfercas items. He recalls his
fendness for stickball and the
hours he spent playing it in the
Momtaulk school yard. He also
recalled nostalgically the strong
sense of commuaily
respunsibility that people
stemed to bave (hen.,  “Any
adult who knew 1y family fel
that he or she could tel) me 0
behave myself,” Leon said, “and
I would listen 10 them lor fear
they would tell my parents if 1
dida'L"

Munk’s Boro Park

Memories

Judah Munk related syme of
tus family tustory i Boto Park
as  well, He was born in
Gerivany  but  forunately  his
family escaped 10 London in
1938, iis Tamily Father
(Michael).  mother  {Martha),
otder brothers 131 and Yechesked
and younger sister Chanic come

W Buston in 194) and in 1943 -
moved 1o Boro Purk.  They -

moved 1 Boro Park because his
father Rabbi Dr. Michael Munk
was appointed 10 the position of
Hebrew principal a1 the Beth
Jacob School, 1374 - 46th St
‘Their fiest apariment in Baro
Park wax at 1566 - 46th Si.
where they lived for inany years.
They then maved 0 1671 - 52nd
Sl The boys attended Yeshiva
Toras Emes and the sister
atiended Beth Jacob. His father
was principal of Beth acob
from 1943 oniil he retieed
approximately in 1965. Ruohbi
Munk (RIP) passed away in
1984 and Mrs. Martha Munk
{RIP) passed away in 1998

When Judoh was married he
moved o 1638 - 47th St and
then to Mansey, N.Y. where he
now restdes. He now holds the
pusition of Firsi Vice President
of [avestments al Merrill Lynch. |

Judah  and  his  family |
Ielonged e and atiended prayer ;
services al the Agudath Esrael
4511 - ldth Ave, and afier his
marriage at the Agudath Israel ;
branch at 4909 - 161h Ave. His
brother Eli Munk is the owner
and director of the well known
Camp Munk in the Caskill
Mountains and siill lives in Bora
Park on $3rd St

led. We thank Judah Munk
and Nr. hadah ¥ Rosner Cor theic

interesting contribution to this
hisiary project.]

A BROWNSVILLER
REMEMBERS
BOROUGH PARK

Dear Dr. Kipust:

When | was growing up, we
lived in Brownsville. My
father's cousin and her husband,
the Maskars, lived at 1689 - 461h
St. in Borough Park. When we
would visit them, we would take
any of the three trolley lines that
ran on Rockaway Avenue, the
Ralph Rockaway, the St. John's
Place, or the Wilson Avenuc (o
the depot on Hegeman Ave.
There we would change for ihe
Church Avenuc iine and then
again for the Gravesend-Church
line.

The Maskars, Sonia and
Simon live in an apartment {acing
t7th Ave. Opposite the hone is
the Ruman Cathotic Church of
the Holy Spirit, then probably
called the Church of the Haly
Chost. [ remember one time
when we were there we watched
a very umpressive procession in
the yard, led by a priest dressed
n red or maroon. :
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Another ime, when we were
0o longer living in Brownsville
but in Bushwick, my older
brother, Ben, who by then was
100 old 10 visil relatives, stayed
home while 1 went with my
parcnts o visit the Maskars, |
When we arrived home, my
brother wld us that he had been
listening on (he radio 10 the
fyotball game played by The
Brooklyn Dodgers and the New
York Giants. (Yes, they had had
a  Brooklyn Dodgers football
teuns in those days, 100.) He
described  how  the  Dodgers
quaiterhback, Ace Parker, threw a
pass o a rcceiver who was
running toward the end zone.
Before the  annoumcer  could
report il the Joothall was caught
and a touchdown scured, the
program was abropily interrupied
and a different  announcer
reporied that the Japanese were
bombing Pcarl Harbor!
(December 7, 1941)

The [votball announcers did
not knuw that the game had been
interrupted, and my brother had
to wail until that evening to find
out it a wuchdown had been
scured. Hyman Finn

(Ed. We (hunk Hyman Finn
for his interesling letter.)

HELP PRESERVE

You can help preserve the
pride und history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own wmemories, photos and
other memorabilia. You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boroe Park Histwrical
Society - only $5 per year ($3
retired or student) $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a contribution.  Send
materials 1o B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avente Neeatha NY 1000
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1 REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

‘ by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK —-s:;mur
5 er was bom | i
HISTORICAL Utmch:. u:N m in the city of
SOCIETY Mrs. Rm“““' Pm"”"" oo

ANNUAL MEETING . on their lové of*tboking’ (o thet

JUNE 7, 1999 daughter,  Petervella, ' who

President Jacque Friedman
greetad the audience and noted |
the presence of Im Kluger, |
Co-President of the Canarsie
Historical Society. He also
aoted the presence of /Robent
Buoavino, President of Friends
of Historic New Utrecht and
Vice-President of the Liberty
Pole Association, and Kenneth
Bfig"o
these societies.

President Friedman explained
thal, when the defeated English
army sailed away from New
York in 1793, many liberty
flagpoles were erected.
Howsver, only the flagpole on

the New Utrecht Reformed
Church, 18th Avenue and 84th

| Street, is still there. (The current
fagpole is the sixth
replacement).

President Friedman pointed
out that the carly photographs of
Boro Park on display around the
room had just returned from a
highly successful exhibit al the

 Boro Park Libmary. He
announced that, in 1998, the
Society established a

] mini-museurn  of Boro Park

- history, which can be viewed by
appointment.

He asked Lucille Posaoer,
Secretary and  Acquisition
Chairman, (o introduce the guest
speaker,

Ms. Posner commenied that
Boro Park is located within the
area of the former Town of New
Utrecht, one of the six towns

_ now comprise Brooklyn.

an officer in both of -

subsequenily - sttended 'collcgt
(majoring in history) in the ’
Netherlands ang Swiczerland. In
1964, she emigratad 10 the U.S.
and sertled in Rochester, New
York, where she met her |
husband, Doo Rose. The couple
moved to the Hudson River
Valley in 1974. M. Rose
shortened her name 0 Peter
when she became a citizen of the
U.S. At some point, she decided 1
10 combine ber cxpertise in
hisitory with her interest in
Dutch-American  and  Native
American foodways. She bhas
writen two cookbaoks, The
Sensible Cook and Foods of the
Hudson, and has Jectured at the
Smithsonian Institute in
Washington and the New York
Historical Society in Manhatean
She is a trustee of Friends of the
New Netherland Project, which
raises money (o translate the
approximately, 12,000
documents by early Dutkch
settlers into English.
GUEST SPEAKER
Mrs. Peter Rose ‘-
Mrs, Rose’s slide
presentation was on Foodways
of the Native Americans and the
Duich  settlers of New
Netberland, which extended
form the Conpecticut River in
the porth to Delaware Bay in the
RGBT 2 iyl inclnded > News!
Amsierdam (now . Mi.nhm:n)
and the six“towns of B
Although ber talk focuséd on
Iroquois tribe, she explained that
all-the Nutive American tribes
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Had i-similar | feodways,: - and
remarked that food can be used
1o relate a people's history.: She
noted that the Passover .fedzr is
one example. 2

The period of Duld:
settlement in America, although
brief, lefl & lasting impression ¢a
the culture and foodways of the
United States. The Duich landed
on the island of Manhattan in
1626 and, when the English
conquered New Netherland in;
1664, the 38-year petiod of
Dutch rule was over.

M. Rose showed a slide of *
the original 1626 contract
between the Dutch and the
Native Americans (now in the
New York State Museum in
Albany) for the purchase of
Manhattan Island. She
announced that the New York.
State Historical Society wills
have an exhibit, from September
21, 1999 t¢ March 9, 2000,
called $24: The Legendary Deal.
Jor Manhartan.

She painted out that the
English had settled in America
to escape religious persecution.
The Duich, however, settled in
America to make money by
trading with the Native
Americans . for beaver pelts.
(New  York " City was a
commercial center from its very
beginning.) Men's beaver hats:

were very popilar”in EUfOpREre
the time, and beavet fm'kbpught
high priges; o

laNew Nel.heﬂl.'nd.' s Putch
setllers were introd: com,
a staple. of fe N&u;@mm
dief. Natve Arfericans used
jawbones of deer o scrape com
off the cob, and then cooked the
corn in about 40 differcpl. ways,
including corn bread, cofn soup,
and com porridge. ¢ They
guthered wild fruits, auts and
vegetables. Raw fruits were
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dricd by their campfires and
siored, along with nuts, to cal in
the winters. Wild animals were
buoted for food. Tribes that
lived near the water (such as
Brooklyn tribes) caught fish.
After cncountering the Duich
seitiers, the Nalive Americans
incorporated  Duich  foodways
inte their dicL In fact, by the
1800's, Nalive American recipes
were almost lost from memory.
Semw  Native - Americans
(particularly in upstaze New
York) began to collect their
ancestors' cocking ulensils and
10 wrile down their anceslors'

The Duch had enjoyed
ealing meat, poulry, and fish in
(he old country, and they did the
same in New Netherland. in
Brooklyn and Ncw Amsterdam
(Manhattan), rabbits.and oysters
were _especially  pleatiful. In;
fact, the word Coney, s in;
Coney Island, is derived from
the Dutch word for rabbil. < 3=

Al the conclusion of her talk,
Mrs. Rose answered questions
from the audience.

President Fricdman thanked ;
Mrs. Rose for her informative
and enlightening talk, which had
been received enthusiastically by.

recipes. I

« dience, He thanked
When the Dutch setded in the audience, .
America, the Netherdands -- Harold. Fontek for, the use of the,

Borq Paskt Yis¢ auditoriugy; and
thanked . the . audience for theit,
intesest and participation. » -jt

President Friedman said’ that
lhe metmbers .of the Excgutive «
Committes. of . the; Boro Pa:k‘
Historical Society are
researching the history of Boro i
park. He urged anyonc wha is:
interestod in serving on the !
Exccutive Committee, which
meets once a month, to contact
ham..-

He said that membership dues
in the Boro Park Historical
Society arc $5.00 a yeaf, $3.00
for retirees, $10.00 3 year foc...;

unlike many other European
countrics, where wealth was
mainly in the lands« of- the
no_bility -~ had a Jagge number of
n'_ufldlc - andi opper-class
ciizens. They wereT nsed to
living well and eating” well.
. Vegetables formed a lirge part
of Lheir dict. They enjoyed a
salad made from raw, shredded
cabbage, which we now call cole
slaw, from the Dutch name.
Bread formed a major portion -
Pf the Dutch diet. Bread was so
imporiant that bakers in the
Netherlands had 1o follow strict .
government regulations. Duich

settlers  introduced  pretzels, OUSINESs HISULULUNS, 3 SWLW 1T

pancakes, wafers, crullers, and life membership, und $200.00

doughnuts to the Amesican foy life membership . for
businesses and institations. -

cuisine. At the same time, they

leaned to0 bake com bread and Respectfully submitted,
com pomidge from the Native Lucille Posner
= A 2 i . an officer
s Ui e Neive R
AN the Dutch settlers ate \his and other ingeresting ConEdatIans.)
their com porridge with milk, s

they had caten their wheat
porridge in the old country.
‘Smce there are thany dairy farms
in the Netheriands, butter,
cheese, and milk form a large
part of the Dutch diet.
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OLD MEMORIES
OF BORO PARK

Dear Dr, Kipust,

d  remcmber “the old
neighborhood”, as the saying
goea, being 1459 - 42nd Street,
The

clothes™, the . watcrmelon man
calling “wah-de-meylons, they
are 25" (25¢). The ice man who
delivered ice for our ics box as
we didn't buy a modem
refrigerator until 1952, the
mermry-go-round mang the fish
peddiar and the scissovs grinder.
‘1 got my first haircut al!
-Goldman’s Barber Shop on 15th
Ave. and 41st Street pext to the
_stocking store and across the
strect from the Windsor theatre
“where we used to go every
Samurday to scc Tarzan, other
scrials and the [15¢ cartoon
matince each week. 7 [T =17
Qur transportation, - 83 :a
youth, gave us’ the old wooden
three car green platfarme culver
) Local . which” can, from:_Coney.
island . Chambers

We'd ke it Chnes! stﬁlim!d
‘.\.u'ing tl‘a..;&muw}nw-‘o.'nb-
Avenpe P to yisit oy uncks, Br.
Herman Leser who ingoduced
my father to my mother in.1935.
On 16th Avenue we had the
Cortelyou Road electric -bus
(B23). which we'd take to.
Flatbush Avenue to stop at Sears
Rocbuck of Macy's. On 13th
Avenuc we had the B16 Fort
| Hamillon Parkway bus which
! we'd take 1o Ocean Avenuc and
walk to Prospect Park. Or the
.rickety old buses oun 18th
Avenue which we' d take 10 visit,



 mandand ¥
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Aruns £ o YT The school itself looked scary,
take to College. Like a castie, armory or fortress as
We also had the city's last three it probably’ was until it became a
trolley lines -  Church, school. . Our nurse Miss O’Brian

NicDénald and Concy Island
Avenves. The Church Avenue

trolley would‘take us to Aunt .

Kitty's or cousin Charlotte on
Jiica', Avenoe.’” The McDonald
Ave bine also took us to Prospect
Park (the other side) or Concy
Islad, and bb. new trolleys
which went to the other lines
when a bus took its place in
1955. Two years later, nc more
trolleys or even clectric buses.
For dowmtown ori Manhattan
service we used the P (ain »
Charch Avetuc, then the last
stop, when we'd get seatn. Toy it
sow Gt the F gocs 1o Coney
Island and the Culver is gone.

§. remember our stoces,
Schechters Grocery Store on our
biack, Pechiers Candy Store,
Nemlins across  the  street,
Martel’'s next to the Wiadsor
along with Olins Bakery.
Thirtecath Avenue was our
«shopping ceater with~the 13th
Aveanue’ Retail Market, The
Toy Center, Brills Greeting

Cards, Woolworths, Kresge's, |

Crawford’s, Beckers, Ripleys,
Wallachs, “Silver- Rod * Drugs,
Henry's"' Custardz, Hanscomb
Bakery’" and many - others
including the Sun - Shai Kai
. Chinese’ restaurant. - Today only
. Wallachs stands. Al the other

_§lores  arc and  were
teplaced., i e _
= 1 wénl o PS¢ 164, Méntaul

J.H.S. and New Utrecht H.S. as
did my older brother before me.
My fufit day “/in* Rindergarten
as she a veteran of the'days:
wheo ‘werd allovied to
hit Wids. ~$he ruled withr an iron

‘ruler as well.,

was cqually scary.~ She was the
same type ag Mrs. Grossman and
took our. fernperature you know
where.  She made us pass

[Cleanliness inspections and if we
jailed we'd be sent home as some

of my brothers friend’s were.
But there were good memories
too with unforgettables such as
Miss Cohen  our  beloved
Assistait © Principal,  Miss
Boschen our’ dldest teacher, a real
lady of legend.” Miss Malone our
gym teacher and shc had the
build for it, Mrs. Pinto our music
teacher, Mrs. Snow who ran the
yard and safety patrol and finally
Mrs. Frohler our graduating
teacher.,

“In. Montaulk we had Mr.
Rothschild, the” principal, and
teachers such as Miss Young
(who could forget her?) Miss

McMichel (was she tough!) and”

the legendary Mr. Lombardi.

FAGze

Electne Bus running along 1
extending from root of bus to
olectne cables which suppll
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When my mother died of
cancer in 1955 it secmed the

. whole ncighborhood as well as #

all of Brooklyn itself died. Buses

replaced the wrolleys and elecuic
buses, new buses replaced the
older ones. The F train replaced
the Culver ling, the Franklin Ave.
Express became a shuule, and
Dodgers left Brooklyn and many
Coney Island Attractions closed.
Even the necighborhood died as
stores closed and pecople moved
out,

New Uuecht H.S. was my (irst
oul of the neighborhood, laking
the Culver Shuule 10 9th Avenue
station, changing for the West
End Local on the express track to
62nd Street, a short ride with the
breeze hitting my face, then the
West End Express on the local
track to 79th street. The rewums

uip was local only no express
service 10 9th Avenue,

i1 ’ Y
RO PARK

6th Avenue in the 1950'a. Note poles
uching and gliding along the overhead
ed power. Bus seema to be located on

16th Avenus between S1st and 52nd Streets.
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I had some good amd
memorable teachers therc (oo,
Our principal was Mr. Hirsh,
formerly of Lafayeite H.S. who
n‘phccd Mr. Lass who went to
Lincoln H.S. My official lcacher
was Mr. Felcher, my gym
teacher. My grade advisor was
Mrs. Wolfson, my biology
leacher was Mr. Isaacson. Olher
teachers included Mrs.
Goldenson, later the girl’s dean.
Mr. Goldberg, the locker room
leacher and his assislant Mr.
Hess, bolh gym tcachers, Mr.
Wellon the guidance counselor.

Let’s not forgel our dictician
Dr. Klushin who ran the
cilfcleria and was assisted al
limes by Mr. Rizze my senior
year gym leacher wha ran our
graduation exercises. Other
teachers included Mr.
MeDermin our SWImmMIng
leacher ("Good morning 10 you”
he used 10 sing in  the

“allogeibers™). . Mr. Goodman,

Ihe math Icacher who ran our
assemblies and the unforgeiiable
Mr. Waldbavm who laught
hislory in our Senior Year.

We bad "Senior Day" when
Buddy Yackett (formesly [rom
Bore Park) appearcd al our
Senior assembly and sang. On
Scnior Day we were allowed 1o
lake over classes and be “teacher
for a day".  Althongh we were
Iult% anyone old enough 1 be a
senior is old enough to do cxira
homework by Messrs.
Waldbsum,  MeDermilt  and

Rizzp. In their classes, business
s usual!

Upon Graduation We moved
2y 1129 4374 Strect and | entered
e jub markel. We moved then
10 3820 - 13th Avenuc and 1355
. 57th Sucet. My father dicd
dnere in [9R1 al Agc 74, the Jasl
.urvivor of his fanily, leaving
sust e sad my ulder brawber,

i.cny, oo our fanily. ol

Ry

o 14gS a bire desiroyed my
agmirtnient hut killed wy other,
jLon. 6 who had a weak heart -
leaving authorities 10 wander if
e fire or his head killed im. 1
was relocated by 1he Red Cross
16 tny currenl address the Ccnfral
Queens YMCA in fammca,

My overall memory of
Brooklyn has always been good.
In hoping to find a new job and
move back to Brocklyn,
hopefully, for my "health, 10
Manhattan Beach. Sheepshead
Bay or Brighton Beach. My uld
building at 1459 - 42nd Street
has a sew landlord replacing
Mrs. Falonc and her daughier
and is being renovated. The
landlord said the building still
nceds a lot of work and was
surprised when I told him 1 tived
there for 18 years. The
ncighborhood itself is dying and
being rebuilt.

1 wish everyone of you
readers the best.

Yery Truly Yours.

Martin Gangursky
{E4: Wc thank Martio Gaagursky
fos his intercaling contnbution}
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HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF

BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
prescrvation and promation of
this community by submitting
your own memories, phates and
other memorabilia, You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Born Park Hisiorical
Society - only $5 per year 33
retired or stoedenyy $10 - far
business or organization, or by
making a contribution.  Send
materials to BP.H.S.. 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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it REMIEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

MEN’S HATS IN
BOROUGH PARK
OVER THE YEARS

Dear Dr. Kipust,

1 happen 1o have come across,
some months ago, an advertising
picce for the local "Kova® hat
store (located at 13th Avenue
between 43rd & 44ih Streets)
which appears 10 be in the area
of 40 years old (1 make that
guesslimate as to its age based
on the pre zip code (swarted in
1964 [ believe) postal code
being used and the fact that the
telephone cxchange is given
using a word {TRiangle], as was
donc around that lime).

It caught my attention and got
me thinking about the topic ol
man's hats over ihe years in
Borough Park.

Firstly, I will mention for the
benefit of our younper readers,

that prior 10 1960's or so, almost

.alt men wore hats in the streets -
whether Jew or non-Jew -
usually same type of fedora. (an
lalian word 1 believe, for a
centain  style of hat - see
-dictionary for more information
about the word).

In the 1960's these hats went

|

oul of style for most American |

-men, especially the younger

‘ones.  Some have tied fthis’
change to the John F. Kennedy's *

ascendancy to the Presidency of
the USA. He, as onc of the
youngest Presidents  ever,
brought 2 youthful spirit into
office and, as it is told, made (he

+barcheaded 100k popular for

men. Be that as it may, there
were  suill  some  die-hard
outs who still clung to ihe
iion of wearing hals. Some
-maybe were jusi older

w ___%h o

suddenly change. Others, like
, Some residents of Borough Patk, !
clung 10 the hat wearing

radition because of reasons
related to their religion. For that
reason, to his day, of all groups
of males in the counuy, it would
seem that Orthodox Jews are one
of the leaders in terms of hat
wearing (or males.

1 made some interesting
observations from the four sided
small folder of the hat store,
" which consists of one side
advertising the various Kova
business offerings and  (he
remaining three  sides printed

with various Hebrew
blessings/prayers.
KOVA KNOX HATS

- Kova Quary A arreas

5212 3TH AVENUE BROOKIYN 19, NY
Thaogla 12044
{Noar BMT Wau End tina 55t St Sation]
IN THE HEARN OF BORO PARK

LARGE SELECTION OF
LAVEST WAPORIED SPVIES OF STRAW, 181)
VECOL HATS FOR MEN ond BOTS,
CAPS, SHIRIS NES, E1C,
ALSQ SLACK MATS ke RASAIS,
Any Syls or Sine Made o Ovdar,
C1LOSED MO SATURDAY
Opce Soader & Week Doyt drom (0 A M. s $.30 8 M.
FREE OFTY - YALLEh FROM 1) 80 1) 41 o0 WYy
FLECHASE OF 10040 I 00 WOATH (W HATS
Iier Exganss Agen 10,
YY) T AN
We with you oed youss o
Kazher nad Joyous Pariovar.
o L Ehrmon

Dbservations/Commen

comes from the Hebrew word
for hat.

2) [ guess then, as now, the
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heart of Borough Park was sither
very large or thicre were differing
opinions as 1o its location.

3) At that time, straw hats
were more popular than before.

4) At that time, a black hal
was seen as the Lype of hat for a
Rabbi, not for the general public. -
Nowadays, that seems to have®
changed to a substantial depree
among Lhe local population.

5) At thar ume, evidently,
Knox was the leading hat brand
in this area.  Other popular
companies over the years have
been Stetson and Borsalina. |
think the latter (an ltalian
tmport) is the most popular of
the three now. Perhaps the
cache of the ltalian name and of
being an import are factors
contributing 10 i, perhaps
quality, too. ]

6} Kova hat store has been in
Borough Park for some time and
may be the current men’s hat
store that has been here longest.

7) Prnces then were a lol
lower than they are now.

Final Observation/
Conclusion

Mens hats, in Borough Park,
have, for 1he mest pan,
seemingly moved from the realm
of being a fashion siatement or
pant of being a man, to the realm
of religion.

Also, nowadays, in addition
10 stores like Kova, Bencraft (a
reknowned Haberdasher of the
Williamsburgh section  of
Brooklyn who in recent years
opened a store in Borough Park),
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and olhers, who sell more
Western styles of hats, there
have grown a number of stores
which specialize in the different

bat styles for some hassidic

groups and the various fur hats
thal some of them wcar on the
Sabbath and Holidays. For the

various reasons we have (ouched |
on, Borough Park is now a
area of male .,

teader in the

headwear, as it has been for
some time.

FOLLOW UP ON
KOVA HATS

[n order 10 obtain addiuonal
information about hats p}:d the
Kova hat store, we called one of
the cumrent proprictars of the
store, Mr. Aaron Ehrman.

He indicated that the farst
Kova hat store was opened in
Bora Park approximately in

- 1955 at 5212 - 13th Ave. The
business remained there for only
about one year and then move 10
4707 - 13th Ave. He explained
that in those years. 52nd St. was
nol in the heart of the business
section, especially not for hats
The business remained at the
new location for about 15 years
and then moved 10 4311 - 13th
Ave. [t cemained there for about
IS years as well, and -then
moved to its current location at
4317 - 13th Ave., where il has
been for approximately 13 years.

The first Kova hat store was
opened by his father Lipa
Ehrman (o.bm.) who passed
away in |97S. The business has

NEWS * NOVEMBER

since been owned and operaied
by: the¢ two sons Yankef and
Asron Ehrman. 70 " ks
v Jn 1955 when Kova started,
there were seveead 'habcrdashcry
stores in Boro Park that also xold
hets; there was S, Wejss “ihat
sold Stetson hels)  there WS
Al-Hy, Moc Péon (Slcuon!
Hats), Waldman. and  onG|
haberdashery  store. thai~ yold|
Adam hats, w cheaper brand. |
Bach stove featured s different
majoc brand «and - Kova- then
featured Knox hats.* He said that
outside thé. ontodox Jewish
community, the stores feature
basically western hats.  Straw
hats arc very much on the
decline. Kova now [lcatures .
Rochc hats mainly and also !
Borseline and some Stelson hats,
The Boro Park Yellow Book
for 1999 lists' the following
additional men's hat stores. |
Beacraft Hais at 4202 - 13h
Ave.. Boro Park Hatiers at 4317
« ldth Ave.; Crown’Hatters at
406 - 16th  Ave:- Hat,
Warchouse at 5304 New Utrecht,
Ave. and Regal Hats Slore-u;
1577 -49th St [
(Bd. We thank Mz’ BM.
Selevan, an offices.of the Boco .
Park Historical Sociely for his |
interesting article snd Mr. Aamn
Ehrman Toc hig infdnhation.] 4

RECENT DEATH::
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The [following are cdited
catracts from death

[
announcements  of prominent

itica 1 the
Boro Park pemonali which

jon. WO would Mke to
incl wmh_“l“"““-

1999

Grand Rabbi Moshe Stern |
© “Th¥Debreciner Rav |

Gmnd ‘Rebti Moshe Stern,
the Decbreciger, Rav (ob.m)
passed awey on August 4, 1997
at lhe age of 83. Hc was the
Rabbi of Cong. K'hal Yezodei
Huipeah focated o 4919 - 164
Ave: " He was s revered scholar
and , Jeader, and they suthor of
varions  scholarly™  halachic
Uewish law) books amongst
them his notable Beer Moshe.
He was  widely sought after for
legal decisions and advice in all

ficlds of Jewish law. He aiso
presided over the  thighly
respected  Debreciner  kosher
supervision. ~ -

- While very much the scholar,
Rabbi Stem was:known for his
simplicity ~i6 living and " his"
humility towards his fellow men:
He waodld sit by the phono and
snswer compkx questions of
-Jewish law any'lime of the day
‘and was'litclly available (o the
 public for counseling 24 hours &
tday - SR KL e
* ¢ He iy survived ‘by -his ‘wife,
*Rebeizia< Malkay threc scns &
Rabbi Shlomo Zvi, Rabbi-
Avrohom. - of - Boro.,Park and -
Rabbi Yosef Meir of Monsey;
and three daughters - Mrs. Gitty
Klein of Baro Park, Mrs, Miriam
Zusman of Montreal, and Mrs.

' Yudith Hager of Monsey.
. The funcral services were
Jpeld M his shule at 4914,- 161
Ave, and the avenue was, closed
off 10 accommodate the large
‘crowd  assembled. Many
*culogics were delivered by
Lleading Borc Park Rabbinical
figures including Rahbi’ Simcha
Bunem Ehreafeld {the
:Matcsdacfer Ray), Rabbi Yakov
J’Gﬂo_'l'l “(the  Novominsker
Rebbe), and the deccased's son,
Rabbi_Shlomo Zvi Stera. The
residence of Rabbi Stem was at
1514 - 4h St
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making funeral . Rebewzip Bick was |

"%*’)'mn:;,dhnkfd the then ey merous’charitable :‘:";;:*:'dl
Brooklyn S > ChCF of by e in additon tb assistn
Bk th,  Pamick Prominent husband in'all hif
O'Donnel of the ep o20eld o B
for the 66t Procingt At the Gme of her passin,
ahovvnumgfml and dignity veiin’ * Bick - lefi ¢ 2

Uewish unc"i Eranaehitdren and over 100 8“3502!‘

Pross vg. 8, 1997)! grandchuldren, Hep oh;

; Rebetzin Zioe) iy, : S
Qn,s'b“ n Zisel Bick (@bm) i Rabbi  Shayj Bick, Rabbi
“b;l‘;mwm of "‘ illosns Avrohom J. Bjck of Cong. Bnci

" Mmm}nw trious Moshe in Bora Parl; Rebetzin
Pasied away gq A:.:;.tﬁ (‘;9";"7“')' I?"::in o Rapbezin Rive,

. Y 4 riedman and Rabbi Y.M. Bick
e vy 8 o Pl i Y.M. Bick

was a1 Begy
Elmone, L1,

(Jewish Press Aug. 22,1997)

1959

Rabbi Levi Krupenia

Rabbi Levi Krupenis, Rosh
Hayeshiva (Spiritual head) of
Yeshiva Toras Emes Kameniz
in Boro Park, went 10 his eternal
rest on March 15, 1998 at Lbe
age of 84. Up until his last
momenis he retained full lucidity
and shortly before his demisc he
gently and lovingly admonished
his family gathered around his|
bed not 10 grieve bul (o accepl
heaven's decrees with joy. Al
the funeral, in the yeshiva
building at 1650 - 561h St he
building was overflowing inside
and outside with hundreds.
perhaps thousands of colleagucs.
stugdens, parents, Rabbi's
community leaders and friends,

=2 ‘ esr.isﬁ.m_u,j 8j2q
9 West on 401 sy ¢ OF BORO p anis
Ph:.o’.ﬂmnw - oas Tom LLR.R. cut between 18mmd19ﬁ§v'o(nuoa towards 18th A
% . » Ve,
o T s S
s Wi, L, o LLR to pari; first
% o4 - @%‘c: ) LR. cut not buitt yet.
> - - R o 3 F
49th L (nexs M vt in froat of 1866 - g s
e M)MI% ying “Hide M&M»m.ymnm was brought up ar 1864 -

Street games by that lamn
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who came 0 express their
sorrow and vencration for this
get Talmudic Sage and
teacher. This columaist who had
e merit  and pleasure of
working togecther with Rabbi
Krupenia for many years at the
Yeshiva was present at the
funeral and moved by the
humerous eulogies (about 4
hours) and obvious cxpressions
of forrow, respect and loss,

Rabbi Krupenia was born in
1914 and spent his childhood
years in the wown of Slonim in
Russia. At the age of 15, he was
accepted 1o the famous Mirrer
Yeshiva in Poland and studied
under some of ihe greatest
Talmudic scholars of the time.

He survived the Holocaust
fo-:tunuely by escaping with the
Mimer  Yeshiva students to
Shanghai where they remained
and studied until the end of
World War I, At the end of the
war, Rabbi Krupenia learned. to
his anguish, that his entire
family had perished in the
Holocaust.

In 1947 Rabbi Xrupenia
emigrated © America from
Shanghai with a large number of
Mimer Yeshiva students. In
1950 he marricd the daughter of
the world reknowned ‘Talmudic
scholar, Rabbi Reuven
Grozovsky. Upon amriving in
America, he became aclive in
belping to establish Yeshiva
Bais Hatalmud and Yeshiva
Kaminetz.

In the early 1960's the
Kamenitzer Yeshiva combined
with the Mesivia of Boro Park,
then located at 960 - 49th Su.,
where  Rabbi  Krupenia was
appointed the Rosh Yeshiva
(Head of the Yeshiva) and
served in that capacity until his
demisc,

) his last
fesidence was a1 1648 - 56th St,
next door to the Yeshiva,

(Yated Ncemon Mar. 27, 1998)

The Kamenitzer
Yeshiva combined with Yeshiva
Toras Emes in 1968 and both)
schools moved to their new and
preseant location at 1650 - 56ih
St.in 1972773,

Rebetzin Chaya Hinda
Rokeach

Rebetzimn Chaya  Hinda
Rokeach, (o.b.m.) the Bercher
Rebetzin, passed away in March
1998 at the ripe old age of 102
{almost 103). She was the wife
of the Bercher Rebbe, Grand
Rebbe Tzvi Elimelech Rokeach,
{0.b.m.) who passed away in
1964.

_The Bercher Rebbe was the
spiritual leader of the
Congregation Bnei Yesoscher,
which moved (o its present
location at 5402 - 16th Ave. in
1955. The Bercher Rebbe’s son,
Rabbi Menachem Rokeach, is
currently the spiritual leader of
that Congregation,

The Bercher Rebetzin, who
lived in the apariment above the
shule, was active in runaing the
affairs of the synagogue and in
counscling nrumerous people
who consulted her, until just a
few weeks before her paising.
Al her 100th birthday, a grand
kiddush (celebration) was given
by the congregation and more
than one thousand followers,
relatives and friends froin Boro
Park and Platbush, came 10 pay
their respects and wish the
Rebetzin continued good health,

On March 18, 1999, the
congregation hosted a  first
anniversary (Yahrizeit)
memoriat dinner and conference
of the Rabbinical Alliance of
America, in memory of the
Bercher  Rebetzin  (0.b.m.).
Among the prominent gucsts
preseat from the Boro Park arca
were Dr. William Stem  (the

NOVEMBER
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shule’s president), Rabbi Yoshua *
Lustig (of Cong. Bnai larael of ”
Linden Heights), Rabbi Nachum
Zvi Josephy (of Beth Medrash |
Hagodol of B.P.), Rabbi Jacob
Klass (of the Jewish Press),
Rabbi Herschel Kurzrock (of
Young [Israel of Kensington),
Rabbi Hillel Liswack {of Ezras
Torah) and Rabbi & - Mrs.
Mensachem Rokeach.

This columnist remembers
when Rabbi Menachem Rokeach
43 a young teenager was featured

las a boy chazan (cantor) and
conducted Sabbath services at
Cong. Anshei Sfard at 45uth St,
and 14th Ave., as well as other
‘ synagogucs. That was in the
mid 1940's when it was an |
.unusual phenomenon ftor a
!young leenage boy 16 be so well
[ versed in the liturgy words and
music of the Sabbath services.
The synagogue was full to
capacity with worshipers eager
to hear the swect melodic voice
'of the boy cantor from
Williamsburg who led the
service in Boro Park on that
1 Sabbath.
I (ewish Press April 2, ;999)

Correction
Anticle by Martin Gangursky
in Oct ‘99 column should read
“In 1995 a firc deswoyed my
apartment..”

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and peomolion of
this community by submiting |
your own memorics, photos and |
other memorsbilia. You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per ycar (33
retired or stugem) $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a contribution. Send
materials 1o B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219,
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

THE TOWN OF
NEW UTRECHT

The Borough of Brooklyn
was, during the colonial period,
divided into six towns. The
present arca of Boro Park s,
focawed primarily in the area
which belonged (o the Town of
New Utcechi. The six owns
were organized into the city of
Brookiyn in 1834 and into the
Borough of Brooklyn, when it
became part of the City of New
York, in 1898,

The Boro Park Historical
Society was Lhereture interested
in receiving the brochure of the
recenlly organized “Friends of
the Historic New Utrecht™ and is
planning 10 covperate with them
in some ol heir activities. Afer
all we da share a common
history. We therefore bring to
your atiention the following
contemts of their hrochure,

Friends of Historic
New Utrecht

Dedicated 1o preserving and

Pramoting  the  history and
historic sites associated with (he
old village and 1own of New
Utrechi, organized in 1657 by
Jacques Contelyou,

Established in 1994 and
incorporased in 1997, the
Friends of Historic New Utreche
5 an organization of concerned
volunieers whose smission is 1o
insure  that  the remaining
artifucts, structures and sites
associaied with the early Duich
and with Colonial New Utrecty
dre mnaintained and no fosy
forever.

The village of New Utrecht |
wis located in the area thay i

now generally bounded by 16th
1 alon_g_lhchrnad i

i Bath

<yn, NY.  The

Wwil - of New Uyech wis
located had beeh purchaged from
the Camnarsie and Nyack natives
" 1652 for 6 shirts, 2 pairs of
shoes, 6 pairs of stockings, 6

adzes, 6 knives, 2 SCissors and 6
combs.

FEBRUARY

New Uwecht was granted

Stalus as a village and towg in
1657, Under the teadership of
Jacques Cortelyou, ninewen
tamilies received grants of fifty
1 4cres  each. Although many

famiiar  Dugch names were

nhabitanis of the wown over he
years, ©  (Benson, Cropsey, *
Nostrand, Vay Pelt, Van Bryn
and DeSille, 1o name a few),
none of their homes remain

Only the

New  Utrecty |

'Rcfmmed Church  on 18t

Avenve  ang 84th  Sireet

i

continues as a direct link (o the !
early Dutch history, in that the

stones of which it was built are
the very same ones that made up
we  original octagonal church
Girst. constructed by the seulers
In 1700, Ailong with 2 few
caretully  preserved arlifacis
from that earlier strucwure (which
had originally been located a
the other end of 84th Street and
16th Avenue), only the adjoining
cemetery at that original site: also
rematns. The earliest conflirmed
Interment was in 1654,

The remaining  hisioric |
Sltuclures within the puryiew of
the Friends of Historic New
Utrecht are 1ager additions 1o the
lWwwn's history, but which reiain

- historical significance or ineresy
s ol their own, These include:

-The Mileston marker un the
Site of the pow demalished Yoy
Pelt Manor Hoyse at 815t Sireer
at 18 Avenue, which
ihroughout  the colonial erg,
served as 3 disjance Signpost for
Al ravelers alone the ald Kinae

2000

-The  Victorian  red  brick
Parish  House  built  lor  (he
Reformed Church in 1892,

~A wood framed Parsonage
huilt in 1906.

“The sixth in an unbroken
succession of what is the only
feMmaining  contunuously M use
Libeity Pote sult standimg (rom
that November 25 in 1783
wheun the citizens of New Yok
erecled flagpoles l]lroughoul.lhe
ity w0 fly the Stars and Su;pgs |
nag of the new nation, as it
celebrated the evacuation of the
British afier their defeat in vur
War of [ndependence. )

Histosic New Utrecht is a site
OF particular appeal 10 those who
are interested in the early hisiory
ol ous country. It was not only
one ol the very first selllements
in New York, but also lbe.
principal landing sile and base af
operattons for the first British
invasion of the colonics, later
known as the Bule of Long
Island. Velcrans  of  every
American war Tay beside the
ciarly Dutch  seulers in our
historic cemetery, inchuling the
Batle of Brooklyn war hero
General  Nathanicl  Woodbalt.

, Another famous General, then

President George Washington, i$
also associated wik the 1own of
Nuew Utrecht. His visit on Apni)
01790 wauld be the highlight
ol cvery person’s memory i
New Utrecht for generations o
Came.

Much more can be told; aad
CYen mgre, we are sare, is yet e
unfold. it 15 the intent of e
Fnends o1 Hisioric New Usrecht
10 promoe and cducatc  our
ncighbors throughout Brooklyn
and heyond, about the wonderlul
history ot his site. To share
wilh themy e slories  and
artifacis by means of guided
Lours. exinbits, lectares and other
tvenls. As pan of this endeavor,

. ey
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il is alse the goal of the -

orgunization 1o raise sufficient
funds to maintain and repair the
surviving  struclures  whereyer
appropriale, and 0 enswre
adequate signage and awareness
ol Historic New Uwrecht.
Although 1he 18th Avenue
structure had been ceetilied for
inclusion  in the  National
Bcgis(er in 1980, the Cemelery,
inugdverienly, was omitted from
the submission. One of the
current efforts of the Friends of
Historic New  Utrecht 1s 10

address that oversight.  You can
help

RECENT DEATH l
ANNOUNCEMENTS

{conlipued from last month.)

The fullowing are  edited.
extracts from death
announcements ol prominent|
Boro Park personalilies n the
fewish  Community  which

appeared in the Jewish media
recently.  Undoubtedly, other
prominenl personalilies have
passed away and if such
inforinalion comes (o0 our
alenlion we  would like to
include them in future colunsus.
Rebbetzin Rachel

Wertheim a.h.

On December 30, 1998 the
Jearned and prominest Rachel
Wertheim a.h. died in Jerusalem.
She was the widow the lale
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Wertheim,
aulhor of “Law and Custom in
Hasidism™ and Rabbi for over 50
years (statting in 1932) ol
Cpngregaliun Bnai Isracl of
Linden Heighis located a1 4502 -
Yth Avenue. She was vver 95
years of age at her passing,

’Laku her husband she was 1he
scion of tamous Hasidic Rabbis.
She descended from the Hasidic
dynastics of Chernobyl and

Zlotchov and her gencology

vaced back 10 the Baal Shem
Tov,

She was 4 very Jearned
woman, a graduale leacher, who
%new Hebrew tluently and was
al hume in Hebrew litcralure,
{This was quile rare in the years
before the establishment of the
State of Israel). It was greally
Jue to her infuence that their
home became a meeling place
lor Rabbis, scholars and writers
and religious personalities (rom
Israel visiting New Yock. ln the
Congregation Bnai Iscael, she
was Lhe forefronl of many
communal activilies and |
charitable drives.

In 1994 she seutled in
Jerusaleny, the land and culluce
w which she had been atached
all hee life.

Rabbi Dr. Joseph
Kaminetsky a.h.

Rabhi Dr, Joseph
Kamintetsky a.h. passed away in
March 1999 al the age of 88
while residing in Jerusalem. He
was the Founding National
Disector of Torah Umesorah, the |
Nativnal Society for Hebrew
Day Schools in America and
Editor of the “Jewish Parent”
magazine and Edicor of the book
An Ovepview,

He dedicated his life to the
furtherance of Jewish education
and creating . new Jewish Day
Schouls acruss the Uniled States.
He  cevolutionized  Jewish
Educalion in America. When he
started as Natiopal Director of
Torah Umesorah in 1948 there
were a tola) of 39 Jewish Day
Scheols in the U.S.A. When he
relired in 1980, due largely to
his efforts, there were over 600
Jewish Day Schools with a total
encoliment  of over 160,000
students. (New York Times -
March 26, 1999 Yated Neeman
March 26, 1999

D¢. Kaminetsky moved (o
Buso Park in 1941 when he
mareied Shutamith Letkowiiz, a
Bure Park  gi.  Their  last
address in Bora Park was at
1466 - 54th Sucet unul 1980
when they setled in Israel. Dr.
Kaminesky  published an
interesting article entitled “8ore
Park’™ in “Sewish Life” magazine
in October 1953 which caplured
and described Jewish life in v
community  al  tat unw.
Excerpls from that article and
comments were ceprinted i ihis
column in November and
December af 1981.

Memorial SETVICES
{Shloshim) wese held on April
25, 1999 at Congregation
Shomeei Emunah - 14th Avenue
and 52nd Strest, where Dr.
Kaminelsky had been a very
active member for many years.
This columnist aulended those
services 1o pay last respects (o 2
man he admireds Eulogies were
Jelivered by Rabbi Yakov
Pollack. the Rabbi of that
Congregation, Rabbi Amos
Bunim, " Rabbi Shmuel
Kaminelsky (no celation), Rabbi
Joshua Fischman (the current
administrater - of Torah
Umescrah}, Rabbi David
Kaminetsky, (a son) and 2
grandson.

Rabbi Dr. Jospeh Kaminesky
ah., was very active in the
Shulamith High School for girls,
\he first Jewish Day School for
gitls in the US.A. Shulamith
School staced in Boro Park in
1929 and grew 1o be 3 major and
prominent institulion, ‘The
schoo) maved from 1353 - 50t
St. to Flaibush in 1980, and
started a high school as well.
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Dr. Kaminetsky served on the
school’s Board of Education for
many years. The Shulamith
School has creaied a special
Memorail Award ip his memory
which will be presented 10 his
daughter and son-in-law, Rabbi
Mayer and Mrs. Nechama
Steinhardt at  the School's
Annual Dinner in January, 2000.

The following are twe brief
excerpts (rom the leuer mailed
by the Steinhardts to their
friends and relauves in relalion
© the memorial award
presentation.

“As you know, my father,
Rabbi Dr. Joseph Kaminetsky
z"l, was a very special man,
Education was his passion, and
Yeshiva education for every
Jewish child in the Usited States
was his dream. As Natonal
Director of Torah Umesorah, he
devoted his life 1o fulfilling that

dream, and the effecis of his
success are a living monument
to his long, accomplished {ife.”
“...upon his death, which
took place on a clear, beautitul
day in Jerusalem, our family
began a very emotional odyssey.
From all over the world, from
Yeshivol throughout the United
States, from all differenl types ol
Jews, we received condolences.
We heard anecdotes, history and
personal  experiences  from
ptople whom he touched
directly and indirectly. We were
surrounded in the love that Klal
Yisroel (the Jewish community)
felt for the husband, brother,

(ather, grandfather and -

great-grandfather who was so
fondly called “Dr_ loe "

COMMUNITY NEWS * FEBRUARY 2000

During the week of mourning
(shiva} 3 CONMMEMOrative
gathering was held al the Bnai
Israel synagogue. Rabbi Yoshua
Lustig, the current Rabbi of the
Synagogue. and Mr. Benjanmin
Chupak, a former President of
the Congregation spoke ahout :
the late Rebbavzin Rachcl1
Wertheim a b,

(Jewish Press, Feb. S, 1999)1

Ed: Rahbi Aarun Werthcim
2”1 performed the marriage
ceremony for this columnist aud
s wile in January, 1951

OLD SCENES OF BORO PARK

Thirteenth Avenue and 49th Street, fooking towards 48th Streel |
in 1940, Note the following: 1) Two way traffic on 13th Avenue
then; 2) Bus siop signs used then; 3) Telephone polls and wires
cunning atong Vb Ave.; 4) Street lights used then; S) Auto models
and size, with “Running Buards”; 6) Bay Ridge Savings Bank (left
rear) on corner of 48th Street. 1t later became Anchor Savings bank
and is now Dime Savings Bank; 7) Apartment building on right side
with space between two towers. That space was since filled with

additional office space; 8) Venical sign on lef in front of “Meyers
oo Crecan Maclor”. which reads “Soda™,
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Max (Mordechai)
Lewko a.h.

Max Lewko ah. (1908-1999)
passed away on Feb. 9. 1999.1
The funeral seevices 1ook place
al Jdeifers Community Chapets
, located un Ft. Hamilton Parkway
{corner 47th SL) Eulogies were
delivered by his son-in-law.
Rabhi  Aharon Zicgler, Rabbi -
BEwcritus  of  Congregation
Agudath  Achim, 867 - SO
Strewy; Son-in-law  Rubbi
Shmuel  Bramson of Silver !
Springs, MD; four grandsons
‘and one great grandson,  This
columnist who knew M. Lewko
for over 40 years, attended U
funeral services. Max Lewko
. wis one of the greal Teaders of |
Hapoe! Hamizeachi - the world |
religious  zionist  organization
(wow called Religious Zionists
of America) and a dynamic
spokesman for Religious
Zionism herc in America. No
Majur policy decisions were

: enigcied  al gonventions  Of
conlerences without the input of
Max Lewko. When  Israeli
government olticials who drove
thvough New York with police
¢scorts happened o be in Boro
Park, it was to Mr. and Mrs..

Lewko's  apariment that \hey
vianwe.

Mr, Lewko was a prolific
wriler. He wrote aticles and
essays which were published in

many Jewish and Israeli’

newspapers  and  magazines
cxplaining and defending
Religious Zionists  positions.
Although v ran a business as a
means of livelibood, his main
fucus, cnergics and dedication
were to this organization and
what 1t stands tor.

Mr. and Mrss. Lewko moved
w Boro Park in 1962
(approximately) and lived at
1426 - 47th Street.  He attended
services mainly at Congregation
Machzikei Talmud Torah, on
14t Avenue, corner 47th Sueer,
bul he was also a member at
Congregation  Anshei  Sfard.
Young Israel, Beth El and
Shumrei Emunah

Uewish Press, Mar. 12, 199%)

In the last issue the articte on
«Men's Hats in Boro Park” was
written by Mr. B.M. Selevan
whose name was inadvertandy
lefl out.

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF

BORO PARK

You can help prescrve the
pride and history of Boro Park. -

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own memories, photos and
other memorabilia. You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (33
rctired or student) $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a contribudon. Send
materials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust
Real Estate Values in 1911

As | was perusing through some of the archives of Bora Park I
came across an old tax map of Brooklyn, prepared by the Department
of Taxes and Assessment, which shows the assessed land values of
cach block for the year 1911. 11ooked at the strects of Boro Park to
see what the land was assessed at then and how they compare to cur-
rent values.

The figures on the map show the assessed value per front foot of

normal lots, 100 feet deep. In order to make the figures more mean-
ingful I converted those figures 10 show the assessed value of a city
lot, or 2 piece of Jand 20 x 100 feet. Below arc a number of samples
of Boro Park assessed land values in 1911 for different locations.
The differences in value shown maybe due 1o the localion or to the
{act some properties were already developed with buildings, or both.
The map did not indicate if the fand was vacant or developed.

Location Yalue of 20 x 100 lof
13th Ave. biwn. 39th & 41st Sts. $1500
39th St. biwn. 13th & 14th Aves. $900
40th St. btwn. 13th & 14th Aves. $1000
45th St. biwn. 15th & 16th Aves. $1000 |
52nd St. biwn. 15th & 16th Aves. $1000 '
56th St. btwn. 15th & L6th Aves. $850
50¢h St. btwn. 1 7th & 18th Aves. $700
18th Ave. btwn. 47th & 50th Sts. $1400
60th St biwn. 151h & 18th Aves. $1100
15th Ave. btwn. 47th & 55(h Sis. $1200
Ft. Hamilton Pkwy. btwn, 39th & 48th Sis. $2000
New Utrectht Ave, biwn. 47th & 50th Sts. $3000
9th Ave. btwn. 52nd & 60th Sts. $900

We see that the values then,
based upon location, do not
coincide with current values.

A real estate broker that |
spoke 10 indicated that the cur-
rent values of land for empty
lots, in Boro Park are about the
same as for lots with ald houses

on them. The current values for

a city lot of 20 by 100 feey,
depending upon tocation in Boro
Park, would vary between

$250,000 10 $350,000. But he
. pointed out that we must keep in
mind that the value of the dollar

was much greater in past years.

[t may be of interest 10 point
out that the map alsa showed the
arca between 55th & 58th Strects
and between 18th & 19th Aves,,
most of which is now the 18th
Ave. park, was in 1911, the site
of the “Disciplinary Training
School”.
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Dry Goods Bill of 1932 '
In our archives we also

came across a bill for #ems al
“Blums Childrens Wear” tocated
at 4719 - 13th Avenue. The
phone number was Windsor 6-

.7275 and the bill or statement '

was made out to Mrs. Harbater
{we wrote about this family in |
the past) who lived at 4903 -
17th Avenue, and was dated Junc
13, 1932

The items listed and prices

!are as follows:

| panis § 69
3 Union Suit @ .39¢ 117
5 waists @ .39¢ $1.95
4 panties @ .45¢ $1.80
4 u.suils @ .39¢ $1.56
3 blouses @ .49¢ iﬂ

$8.14
Gown $ 69
Pajamas $.79

$10.12

(Received payment 9/7/32)

Where “Blums Childrens
Wear" was located at 4719- 13th
Avenue we have currenily
“Little Loungers™ and “The Bag
Store™. Incidentally this is only
a few doors away from the cur-
rent location of the Boro Park
Historical Society at 4707 - 13th
Avenue,

Fire in Coney Island

We found a letter dated July
13, 1932 with ihe following let-
terhead: The ‘Boro Park Post”
published by Brooklyn
Community Newspapers, 4523 -
13th Avenue, Brooklyn, New
York. Telephone, Windsorbé-
300. Robert Gottlieb, Managing
Bditor, Lee M. Brandt, Business
Manager.

We found a photo copy.of
the first page only, typed, which
reads:

“Dear Moc (Harbater)

Quite some doings in your
home town tonight - old Sol aat
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giving forth enough heal. appar-
ently, and the folks down at
Coney Island being all hot and
Polhcrcd, the boardwalk wenl up
in Mlames. Some three 1o four
square blocks were in ruins
resultani from those fames.

Fire engines from Greazer
New York, and even from
Bayside, L.|. were there. One
fellow came down in an
absolutely new bathing suii, and
wenl home in borrowed overalls
Storekcepers were handing out
nickels for carfare, bui then the
B.M.T. rigged up some scheme.
They assigned eight of the ten
cars they use in a train during
rush hours, and only these
whose clothes were bumned and

. were forced to ride homs in their

balhing suils were permitied to
ride on lhese cars. Down at
Union Square (14th St.) the

1L.LR.T. permitted these same
unforwnate joy-seekers [o rans-
fer 10 their trains free. graus and
for nothing. So what?

Stories as to the origin of |
the fire, are as diversified as
women's fashions, Some ¢laim, |
a few urchins started a fire with
a few picces of wood, before you
could say boo (1) (all in test of
course!); others hold, that the
fire started in the rear of a stand
on the boardwalk, and since all
the stands are of wood, there was |
a rip-roaring biaze on their
hands; and stiil others maintain
that the fire resulted from some
sort of combustion, or whatever

it is. Al any ralc, they had a gor-
geous set of blazes down al
Concy Island today...."
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The American
Revolutionary War and
Boro Park

Few peoplce are aware of the
fact thal Brooklyn played a cru-
cial rale in the Amcrican
Revolutionary war or the War
for independence, and that Baro
Park playcd a minor colc in that
war as well,

When the Brilish troops
landed on the narrows af
Brookiyn and marched (o the site
of the crucial Battle of Bruoklyn
they marched alang what 15 now

18th Avenuc and through Old
New Utrecht road  towards
Prospect Park. Parts af Old New
Utrecht Road are still intact [ram
52nd street until 48(th Strect
between 17th and 18th Avenuc
and near 36th Sircel and [4th
Avenue. A small picee s alyo
still found on L&th Avcnuc, coc-

Yeshiva Etz Chaim

OLD SCENES OF BORO PARK

Photo taken April 1979 of Yeshivah Etz Chaim (Hebrew Insiitute
of Boro Park), first Yeshivah in Boro Park, located on 13th Avenue
between 50th and 51s1 sieeet. The building was originally built and
used by the Borough Park Club House. Yeshiva closed and building
demolished in 1979780 and is now the site of Solomon Plaza stores
including Eichlers, Berkshire Bank, Montgomery Stationery and
Copy Corner.

Note 1wo way Iraffic on 131h Avenue then.

{courtesy of Boro Park Historical Society}
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ner of 44th Sireer, where the cor:

ner forms a small Iriangle, The

original road was bujly over by

Montaulk J.H.S. vn 16th Avenue .
and 431d S1. and by homes buill

on Lhe Jand.

There is an organization that
is now aticmpling 10 plan ihe
"Brooklyn American Revolution
Heritage Trail” and commemo-
rale Bruoklyn's rale in that war.
The Hesitage Trail will mos
probahly include Old New
Utrecht Road as was indicated
by our discussian with the Vice
Chairman,

The following leiter pertain-

Ing 1o thal project was received '

by the Boro Park Hislosical
Society and is self ¢xplanatory.

FIRST BATTLE
REVIVAL
ALLIANCE
HERITAGE TRAIL

COMMITTEE

A New York State

Education Corp.

Dear Collcague:

As aleader in commemorat-
ing Brooklyn's pasi, we know
you will be interesied in plan-
ning the Brookiyn American
Revolution Heritage Trail. Our
borough's role in the war for
indcpendence is woefully under-
appreciaied. Unlike Boston, we
have nol focused public auen-
lion on the crucial events of that
lime. FBRA believes that it is
high time thal this be done not
only to ensurc that the world
reinembers  how  Washington
saved thc Revolution here, bul
also to raise Brooklyn's profile.

We believe that the course
of the Baule of Brooklyn. from
the  British landings on the
Narcows. along 1beir routes ol
advance and encampment, 10 the
numcrous sites of dngagement,
should be linked tgether 5o thay
both New York and visitors can
2rasp the scope and scale of
what occurred. Few realize lhat
what is 1oday New York City
was subjecicd 1o a cruel occupa-
tion which inciuded the destruc-
tion of much of the city and the
deaths of thousands of American
suklicrs aboard prison ships.

The Trail wil} connect to the
existing one in Manhattan and 10
a statewide-effort under devel.
opment under the sponsorship of
Governor Pataki.

It will be anchored by iwo
cxtant siles: the Ofd Stope,
House, the Vuhle—Cnnclyou
House, built in 1699 and recon-

sSlones, now operated as a nyse-

‘um and interpretive center by

this organization. Batiie Pass in
Praspect Park s preserved
almost as it was in 1776. This
was the site of the crucial
cngagement when the British
and Hessians caught the
Colonial Army within pincers
and sent those who survived
flecing. We are working with
the Park administration on Lhis
scgment of the Teail.

Other sites would include
Brooklyn Feery, from which the
Continental Army was evacuat.
ed, the British landing sites in
Gravesend and Bay Ridge, the
Martyrs Monument in Fone
Greene Park, the site of the
prison ships and prisoner burials
in and arcund Wallabout Bay in
the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and (he
Liberty Pole at the New Utrech;
Reformed Church.
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We nced vour bclp in local-
ing other_sitcs, especially exist-
ing remnants of the war. You
know your arcas belter than we
¢o, but 10 assist in the process |
we are developing a map of the
roads that existcd in 1776 super- |
imposed on a modern street map
10 aidc in pinpointing exact laca-
tions. Under the Ieadcrshiplof
our professional archeologist,
Dr. Williami J, Parry, we plan lo
wtilize modern Icchnoiogy‘ o
locate human and other physical
evidence of the war, At Prospect
Park and the Navy Yard we lwnll
seek remains of the Amcnclarl
soldiers who may be buricd
there, along with foundations af
structures such as the \"allf)f
Grove Inn and Redoubt that wit-
nessed the battle. We are uc\;-
ing foundation suppon for .lhIS
effort as well as for explorations
of the bural site of the |,
Marylanders around Eighth

Street and Third Avenue. v

A self-guiding pamphlet is:
under development showing the
teain routes and highlights, foct
use by both individuals and to
supplement group lours. ]

For further information.
please call me, thank you very
much, Sincerely, Rabert
Furman, Vice-Chairman, (718)
851-0902"

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.
» You can help in the research,
“ preservation and promou‘o{npf
this community by submittiag
your own memories, photos and |
other memorabilia. You can ¢
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historcal
Society - only $5 per ysar (33
retired or student) $10 - for
business ar organization, or hy
making a contribution. Send
materials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

4707 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219

Dear Member and Friends:  Report of the past year, 1999.

We continued improving the Mini Muscum and had many more
people coming to see our exhibits. May we remind you that every-
one is welcome and we urge you to come and bring your friends.
Please call (718) 854-1033 for an appointment.

We had our exhibit at the Brooklyn Branch of the Public Library
on 43rd st. right here in Boro Park. We received many nice com-
ments on the pictures that were shown. :

We are working more with other groups that participate in the |
history of Boro Park. Most recently the town of Néw Ulrecht area
had a parade and encampment and the Rag was raised at this encam-
pent. We will continue to work with the Friends fo Historic New
Uicecht. The Original Town of New Utrecht was organized in 1657
by Jacque Cortelyou.

Dr. Philip J. Kipust in the Feb.,, 2000 issuc Boro Park
Communily News has a great article on the Historic Town.

Unfortunately one of the best workers, DARIO MAROTTA, -
retired. He had done outstanding wark on our archives and helped
set up in our files a remendous amount of information about ¢om-
munity organizations in the Community. We are desperately leoking
for someone with computer familiarity to scan aur documents. We
hope that someone will volunieer some free time or would work for
a reasonable salary 10 do this work.

ON BEHALF of all the members and friends of the Boro Park
Historical Sociely we humbly say thank you and want all to knaw
about the remendous work of this inspiring member. [n addition
Dario made s¢veral monetary donations that were of tremendous help
in the maintenance and running of our society.

We urge you 1o please keep up your dues and the dues are still
the same. $3.00 yearly for Seniors. Regular Dues $5.00 for indjvid-
uals and $10.00 for organizations. If you elect LIFE membership its
$100.00 for individuals and $200.00 for organizations.

Sincerely, Jacque Friedman, President
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust '

Looking for Kobe
Descendants
Dear Dr. Kipusti:
ln feudal times uwnder the
Austnia-Hungarian Empire the
tpeople in the foothills of the
JJulian Alps (Slovenia) could not
buy land and family land could
not be split up therefore many
people emigrated to “Amerika™.
) One member of our family
llived at 1633 42nd St. and was

still using the Austro- Ungari ;

spelling Kobbe as (hat empire

tried to change village, city, and

family names to conform 1o,
Austro-Ungan languages and «
uicd (0 germanize the slovnes |
into speaking german. .

My father 10ldd me of an
“uncle™ who weat o N.Y. and o
other"uncles” who went t
*Amerika"but because 1HB4
mailman in his village was steal-
ing letters from America which
vsually contained money, the
outcome of those uncles became
lost. My father often pondered
aloud about what became of |
themn and he'd repeat their last .
destinations: New York; Calmut »
Michigan; Bulc Montana; |
Arizona; Panama; castern
seaboard state; Oregon.

“Boro”™ means “pine tree,

fir iree” jn slovenian and russian.
-“kobe™ means some thing like
sportshorscmen in cussian.

In order to find the missing |
relatives I also wrote to Panama.
I was informed that a John C.
Kobe who worked as a postal
clerk in Brookiyn wransferred to
the isthmus of Panama and
tesigned May 20, 1914 oq the
date of 42 day paid holiday lcave
and that the previous year he
returned to Brooklyn on vaca-
tion leave. Their information
Eives that he was born in
Brooklyn and that his father was °
also a’Jolin "Kobbe which in*.
siovenian would have been [van

. Kobe. It stated he was 33 years

" ther"® brother who lived a1 42nd

old when he went to Panama,
allowing:he*was bom in 1877
In the village, my father
asked his father why he gave'a
foreign word as a name for the
new horse and my grandfather
had laughed and said that all the
horses in New York are called
Barney. My father had also said
that my great grandfather also
visiled New York and worc a
funny hat when he returned o
the villagé. Since my grandfa-
ther was named Ivan  (John) I
belicve it was my greal grandfa-

street with the family that
included his son “ Panama:
John™. T

I wrote to 1633 42nd street
and happily found' the new

- owner to be interested in the his-

tory of their home. They sent me
three wondecful photos of the
home. He also sent me two
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copics of Boro Park Communily
News from which 1 have the
feeling the home may be onc of |
the last of the farm houscs of the .
arca as farming is what the emi-
grants from the village knew
best, and my great grandfather’s
brother may have beea a fam- |
hand and then a farm owner just
as other uncles and my father, an
cmigrant, had become in
Canada.

The rcason my [ather and
{two brothers came to Canada
was because another last letier

stated one of the cousing Work™
ing on farms in Arizona was shol
by his employer when his end-
{of-season pay was due him.

I was unablc to €ind family-
descendants in New York or
Calumet as my father became ill
and my time went to his care, but X
I knew there were some, as the

« families were large at that time.
I Jive in my deceased
father's home built in 1917, al
-418 8th St., Nanaimo, B.C.
Canada in case any family
member wants (o reach me.

I was impressed with the
community spirit shown by the
news letter and felt the essence
of the old farm community it had
once been and send every good
wish for it to continue and suc-
cess g the preservation of the
history of Boro Park .

Sincerely,

Annie K (Kobe) McPherson

[Ed.- We would like 10
thank Anpic K. (Kobe)
McPherson for her interesting -
letter and gencology. We ask our
readers who may have informa-
tion about any of the descen-
dants (o write (o her or to us |
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Two Former Stores on
13th Avenue

While looking: through
some home papers | came across
1wo old bills from stores on 13th
Avenue., no longer in existence,
bul probably still remembered
by maay Boro Parkers.

Oflc was a bill from Home

-Decorators,
Makers *of Fine * Uphblstelig-

Furniture - the store was located

-3l 4612 13th Ave... Telephone |

' d ney 6-6468. The bilkigated
' 1-29.64. was for.a coc) table.
.a round @hls‘and two oblong
ttables. TH tota BII was $356
and the sales tax was $14.24 -
still 4% then,

Currently the business at the
premise is Brush Strokes, deal-
ing with art. The upstairs
premises arc occupied by the |
P'iach office, an organizalion
devoted (o helping children with
learning difficulties.

The second bill was dated
5/76 and was (rom Tip Top
“Everything for your home,™ ’
located at 5116 13th Avg:.;™Tel..
436-1312. The bill wacFof crys-
tal glasses.

In 1976 Tip- Top was a very
large double store. On the
premise now we have a small
Tip_Top Houseware Store and
Tiny Town Children’s Wea and
Broadway Fashions. Upstairs the
premises are used by Lcasement
Car_Leasing_. Short -Stop {ac..«
and Williamsburg Car Leasing.
according (o the telephone direc-

tory.

i

Otd scenes of Boro Park
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Corrections 4

Dear Dr. Kipust,

1 wish to note the following |
corrections to your column of |
Feb ‘00.

1) It says “ the six towns
were organized isto the city of
Brooklyn in 1834.." it should
read “1894",

2) In the article about Rabbi

Joseph Kaminetsky A_H. it says
‘* Eulogies were delivered by....
Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetsky (no
relation) ....." Actually they were
distantly related according to
the book mmgmmmmm‘
written by the fate Rabbi Dr,.
Jaseph Kaminetsky and disu'ib-‘
uted by AntScroll. :
B.M. Sclevan !
i Ed. Sorry for the lypo esvor’
on the date, it should be 1894,
We ihank B.M. Selevan, an offi-
cer of the BPHS for his correc-
tion and contribution.}

Photo taken clrca 1902 of 13th Ave... bolween 555t. and 58st. Tall

struclure in distance ks water tower, befors Boro Park received is

waler from tha city the water lower supplied the neighboarhood with
waler from a woell. (courtesy - Lydia Litchfleld Von-Wetberg).
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Dear Dr. Kipust,

Your Column of Ocl. '99:
showed a photo of (wo women,

alighting from an electric bus on
16th Ave... between 5ist. and
52st. in Brooklyn, N.Y. Both
women wear cloche hats. The
caplioa stales thc photoc was
taken “in 1950's”. 1 have a
photo of my mother taken in
1932 wearing a cloche hat in
Winipcg, Maniloba (suburb)
Anada. § was a teenager in the
1950's , cloche hals were not
woen then. 1think your caption
should have read " in the
1930's”™.
Annie Kobe McPherson
Nanaimo, B.C, Canada
[We thank Mss. McPherson
for her interesting contribution.
We appreciate receiving comec-
tions as well as general com-
ments. That’s one way we can
help 10 keep our historical infoc-
mation accurate. Although our
archival records had the caption
for the photo as 1950's, it could
very well be thal the reader is
catrect. We know that the elec-
tric buses ran along 16th Ave...
from early 1930's" “iill the
1950’s.)

Dear Dr. Kipust:

Since the history of the
Towa if New Utcecht is an
important part of the history of
Boro Park, T feel it is important
to correct and clagify statements
in the ! Remember Boro Park
column of February ‘00.

Boro Park is not located
“primasily™ in the area of the
Town of New Uuecht, but is
located entirely in the arca,

Six towns comprised the
area that is now Brooklyn. Each
of the lowns was scitled at vary-
ing times after 1626. All of the
lowns were farming towns. Five
of the towns were seitled by the
Dutch, except Gravesend, which
was settled by an
Englishwoman, Lady Deborah
Moody. The first Dutch farmers
came {0 New Utrecht in 1647, In:
1654, New Uurecht was official-
ly established by Jacque
Conelyou, a schooltcacher.
New Utrecht was named after
the city of Utrecht in The
Netherlands,

Each of the other five towns
was incorporated , al varying
times, intec the Town o
Brooklyn, which cventually
became a city, The town of New
Utrecht was incorporated inio
Brooklyn in 1B94. In 1898,
Brooklyn was incorporated into
the City of New York.

Up until the early 1900's,
there were still Dutch farms in
Boro Park. In fact, the faom-
hause of Garreit Cowenhoven
(whose descendants the Boro
Park Historical Socicty has
located) was only demolished in
1927. Yours truly,

D - Lucille Posner

~|Bd- Since the Eastern
fringes of what is now called
Boro Park were not entirely
included in the Town of New
Uwrecht it was safer to say “pri-
marily”. WE thank Lucille
Posner, an officer ol .the B RH.S
for her interesting contribution.}
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HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help prescrve the
peide and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this communily by submitliog
your own memorics, photos end
other memorabilia.  You can
belp also by becoming & member
of the Boro Park Historial
Sociely - only $5 per year (3
retired or swudemt) $10 - for
business or organization, of by
making a contribution. Send
materials 1o B.P.H.S., 4707 13h
Avenuc, Brooklyn, NY 11218
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1 REMEMBER BORO PARK

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Mike Getz

Mike Getz was brought up
and still lives in Boro Park. He is
now in the process of writing a
book of his memones of grow-
g up i the community. He
grew up in the 40’s and 50's
between 52 and 58 Sts. He has
}Nlilicn six books in the past,
including one on Ebbets Field
and the Brooklyn Dodgers. He is
an avid athlete and sports enthu-
siast. Mike Getz will be one of
the feawred speakers at the
upcoming “General Meeting” of
the Bora Park Historical Society
scheduled Lor June 12, OO0 al the
YMHA. The following are a few
excerpls  from  his  book-
“Brooklyn Dodgers And ther-

Rivals” written in 1999,
Montaultk  Press,  Parkville
EN204.

“My First Game™

“l was nat quile (welve

years old when my father 100k
me lo my first major league
game on Sunday, September 9,
1950. 11 was two days before
school started at P.S. 223, other-
wise known as Montauk Junior
High School. We lived in the
Borough Park section of
Braoklyn. Dad did not own a
car, so we traveled by 1rain 1o get
1o the Polo Grounds in
Manhattan-just one subway stop
before Yankee Stadium-10 see

the Brooklyn Dodgers play the |

New York Giants.™

“Brooklyn fans were the
most knowledgeable, enthusias-
lic. and devoted fans in the
world. They knew the uniform
numbers of the players, the indi-
vidual stats, and even the names
of the player's wives. All over
Boraugh Park. Bensonhurst, and
Bay Ridge. boys and men of all

* ages would hang around corner

candy Stores on a sumnaler ¥
Suadny cvening . talking and
arguing bascball, while waiting
for the carly one-star cdition of
the Daily News to arrive with the
stories and box scores of the
games played that afiernoon. In
1950, not everyone had a TV set,
so the games on the radio were
very important. No team in his-
tory had as many well-known
unilorm numbers on the ball
1icld at the samc time as did the
Brooklyn team of the 1950's.
Hodges wore number 14;
Robinson made number 42
famous; Pee Wee was always
number | in the hearts...."” '
“Our_Gang”

“Early Saturday morning,
May 26. in the Borough Park
scction of Broaklyn, 2 bunch of »
preteen Kids from Fifty-second
Sireet and Eighicenth Avenue
packed lunches. We took the Sea
Beach subway to Coney Island
and switched 1o the Brighton line
10 get to Ebbets ficld. Qur group
of eight boys and two girls
joined the line outside the
bleacher wall and mingled with
the other faas prior to the game
between Brooklyn and the
Boston Braves. As the line
moved, we heard a loud
woman's voice behind us. We
later found out it belonged to
Hilda Chester . considered the
number one Brooklyn fan. She
was carrying what appeared to
be a frying pan and planned o
make a lot of noise for the
Dodgers once she got inside the
park. What a game it was, the
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kind a iwelve-year-old could
ncver forgel. With the Dodgers
down 12-5 in the bottom of the
ninth. there WEre no runners on
base and two outs. Duke Snider
hit a long drive o lefi-center that

d to be heading nght for
us. The bal! landed in the stands
below and to the right for a
home..."

“Radig Games”

“Afier school, many of us
walked home (rom Monlauk
Junior High, which was located
on Sixleenth Avenuc and Forty-

third Streetin the Boroueh Park
section of Brooklyn. Quite a few

kids my age lived on my block -
Fifty-second Street off
Eighteenth Avenue - about three-
quarters of a mile from school.
There were cleven four-story
aparument  buildings in the
immediate vicinity, including
five on my block. We never had
a shortage of players for ncigh-
borhood teams of any age. The
junior high kids cut through Old
New Uuccht Road, a diagonat ,
partially paved area of about
eight blocks that ended on Fifiy-
second Sirect. We then cut leit
and crossed Eighteenth Avenue.
There we split up in order to go
home and change our clothes -
We came back out on the street
10 play punchball or touch foot-
ball. In the evening, we did our
homework while listening to the
radio or watching television. ln
1951, the Brooklyn Dodgers
games were telecast on Channel
9. The Giants shared Channel 11
with the Yankees."”
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General Membership
Meeting of the Boro
Park Historical Society

The General Membership
meeling of the Boro Park
Historical Society is scheduled
for Monday evening June 12,
00. 7:30 PM. at the YMHA of
Boro Park 14 Ave. and 50 Si.
Onc fcatured speaker will be
Mike Getz, suthor and sesident

BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS

of Boro Park. THe mecling will -

include audience participation of
Boro Park memories.
Yeshiva Honors its
Alumni
On Sunday, November 14,

1999 the Yeshiva Etz Chaim .

Foundalion honored four oul-
standing alumni of Yeshiva Eiz
Chaim , also known as the
Hebrew Institute of Boro Park.
Honorees Stanley
Bienenfeld, Dr. Philip Felig,
Cantor Solomon Mendelson and
Dr. Zzaiman Schrader were cited
for ouistanding contributions 1o
Jewish life, successfully synthe-
sizing Torah vatues in their per-
sonal and professional livas,
Yeshiva Eiz Chaim  was

crealed al a lime thal ofien found
Jews the victim of discnimin.,

tion. Jews were excluded from
postlions in many proffesions
and schoois. As a resull. many
people chose assimilation over

the religious piety of parents. .

grandparcats. [n Brooklyn a few
slalwarts began building the firs;
day school in the United Suates
10 be based on the idea that in
America, a young man could go
10 college succeed in the secular
world while simuliancously

maintaining a commitled Toruh
lifestyle.

[For 64 years. the Yeshiva's
magnilicent building. on 13th.
Avenue in Boro Park, served us
the educational home for thou-
sands of children from carly
childhood through eighth grade.
Students were privileged to!
study under superh teachers in;
both seculiur and Judaic studies.
According to longlime Yeshiva
Etz Chaim Faundation President
Judge Jerome Yakav Homblass.
“graduates of the yeshiva have
become leaders in business, phii-
anthropy -, educators, science.
law. medicine and of course rab-
bis.>

With the school’s closing in
1980, the Yeshiva Etz Chaim
Foundation was established by
alumni to continuc the yeshiva's
wraditions. The Foundation sup-
ports numerous yeshivot kitanot
and arher institutions, upholding
the yeshiva’s commitmeni to the i
ideals of Judaism.

Religious Institutions no
Longer in Boro Park
The following list of reli-
glous institutions was gathered
in $1986. These institutions were
functioning in Boro Park in 1959
but were no longer in existence
in Boro Park in 1986. There are
undoubtedly additional retigious
institutions (churches,
Synagogues, religious schools
etc.) that could be added to this
list for year 2.000. Perhaps
some of our readers can provide
information to add to this list .
(1959 - not here 1986)
*Roman Caiholic
Monostary Coniralernity of the
Precious Blood 5300 - Fi.
Hamilton Pkwy. *Ascension
Lutheran- 127t Slist.
*Edegewond Reformed Church -

MAY 2000

(41l Ave & 33st. =lalth Chush
& Roeading Roum- 4419 12 Ave
«Shulamith Schaoal for Girls-
1353 SO st «Hebrew Schoal

Temple Emanucl- 14 Ave. &
493t *lafants Home af
Brooklyn- 1358 S6st.

*Edgewond Child Care Center-
5302 14th Ave. <Beth Rivkah

Kindergarien & Happy Pilay

School- 4720 |5th Ave, *Zionist
Organization of Boro Puck- 1223
45th si. * Salvation Army- 4124
8 Ave. (Scandinavian Branch)
*Talmud Torah Belh Isracl- 5602
11 Ave «H.N. Bialik Fotkshul-
4730 i6 Ave. +Talmud Torah
B nai Israel of Linden Heights ¢
Bouro Park Educational Center,
Labor Lyclum. and Workman's
Circle Jewish Schools- 1377
13th Ave. *Boro Park Jewish
Center- 1445 50 s1. «Yeshiva Ez

Chaim 5012 13th Ave. (Hebrew .

Institute  of Boro  Park)
*Machzikei Talmud Torah &
Hebrew High School- 4th Ave.
& 47st. *Mesivta of Boro Park
4412 14 Ave. *Sholam Alechem
Folkshul No. 34- 5013 (Gth A\'e:
* Talmud Torah Shomrel
Emunah- 1363 50st.

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history af Boro Park.

You can nelp 1n the research,
preservation and promotion of
‘this community by submitting
your own memories, photos and
other memorabilia. You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Saciety - only $5 per year (33
retired. or stwdend) $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a contribution.  Send
materials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY [1219.
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1 REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip ). Kipust

Current Historical
Change in Boro Park

The following are a few
recenl changes in Boro Park thal
bave historical significance.
Perhaps some of our readers may
be able 1o contribute additional
items of historical change.

Yeshiva Toras Emes
Kamenitz Moving to
Flatbush

Currently the oldest existing
Yeshiva in  Boro  Park,
Yeshiva Toras Emes Kaminetz
(YTEK), is about to move to
Flatbush. The present building
of YTEK, located at 1650 55st.,
built in 1973, was sold to
Yeshiva Tiferes Elimelech locat-*
ed at 5801 16th Ave, The sale
ook place over a year ago but
the move couldn’t be completed
until the new byilding in
Flatbush was completed.,

_According to Rabbi Yaakov
Zelinger, the Dean of YTEK,.a.
number of unexpecied construc-
tion delays prevented an earlier

planncd move but he was hope-
ful that the move 10 the new
building on Ave,. N. and E. 19 st.
would be completed before the
end of the current school year in
June, 2,000. Rabbi Zelinger indi-
cated that the move was neces-
sary to accommodate the
Yeshiva's student body which is
mainly fcom Flatbush, and the
requests of many alumni, living
in Flatbush, who wish to send
their own children to the school.
Actually the first Yeshiva'io
open in Boro Park was Yeshiva
Etz Chaim (Hebrew Institute of
Boro Park) which started in
1916, but they closed in 1980.
YTEK, which started in the mid
1920's, was the second yeshivi
. to open in Boro Park, but is cur
rrently the oldest existing one
here. The third Yeshiva type
school to open in Boro Park was
Shylamis Institute for Girls
+ which moved 10 Flatbush about
20 years ago. These schoo
changes arc results of the chang-
ing population in Boro Park over
the past century.

We've written about YTEK
numerous times in this columa
because a good deal of Boro
Park history, available to this
columnist, an alumnus of that
Yeshiva himself, was associated
with the school.

Temple Emanuel Sold

Temple Emanuel, the only
conservative synagogue ever in
Boro Park , located on the comer
of l4th ave. and 49st. was
recently sold. It was purchased
by the Bais Yaakov of Brooklyn,
a girls school. The Bais Yaakov
of Brooklyn (B.Y.0.B.} under
the leadership of Rabbi Y.
Balkany, Dean, is located at
1362 49st. in th ¢ Samuel Fine
Center, in the building adjacent
to Temple Emanuel, That build-
ing had been purchased from the

Temple many years ago.

Rabbi Balkany plans to use..

the temple building to expand
his school and also plans to
establish an Orthodox
Synagogue on the premises.
Temple Emanuel is one of
thie oldest and most impressive
synagogue buildings in Boro
Park, Its comerstone was put
down in 1906 and the building
was completed ia 1908. Rabbi
Binyomin Kretzman is the cur-

rent Rabbi, This change is anoth- -

er example of the changing pop-
uiation in Boro Park.

Old New Utrecht Road

Secured B&l:lew Yeshiva

Yeshiva Ger, the new high
school’ branch of Yeshiva Yagdil
Torah, recently opened on the
comer of 525t and OLD NEW
UTRECHTRd. the main
entrance of the new Yeshiva is
on OLD NEW UTRECHT Rd.
This old historic_road, which
dates back to pre-Revolutionary
War days. oreinallv stretched

from 18 ave apd 535t to Church
ave near 36St. Liule by liule
parts of the road were buiil upon
so that now only a few small
remnants remain. The largest
remaining picce runs from 52 St,
near 18 ave, to 48 st and 17 ave.
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In past years numerous
atiempts were made by builders,
institutions and home owmers
along the road to acquire parcels
of the property on this historic
road and build on it, eroding it
further. The new Yeshiva
will now help preserve at least
pant of the historic Old New
Uuecht Road,

New Construction on
Old New Utrecht Road

There is a small cemaant of
Old New Utrecht Road stll in
existence on 16 ave comer of 44¢
St. The few houses on that cor-
oer are built on an angle facing
the small remnant of Old New
Utrecht Road.

One of these houscs, on the
comer of 44 St. {1607 or 1609)
bas recently been thrown down
and a new building, probably a
Yeshiva will be built on that
location. The new building will
most probably include and be
built upon a piece of the vestigial
remains of Old New Utrecht Rd.

45 St. One Way Direction
Changed

Drivers in Boro Park are
famitiar with the fact that 45th
St. between 12th and New
Utrecht Aves. (N.U.A) has been
a2 one way streel going in the
opposile direction of the rest of

_ 45St. i.c. going one way from

N.U. Ave. 10 12th Ave.

A few weeks ugo, ufter alt
these years, the direction of this
street was changed and 45 St. is
now a one way street going from
)2th Ave to N.U. Ave.

However when reaching
N.U.Ave, on¢ must make a right
tum. Many motorists will find

.this change in direction very

convenient.
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Old Newspapers
Clippings of Boro Park

The Boro Park Historical
Socicty archives include many
clippings of old Newspaper ani-
cles about Boro Park. These arti-
cles were rescarched and taken

primarily from the old former !

Brooklyn Eagle newspaper. We
plan 1o include periodically
some samples .of these articles
which highlight some historical
events and will give us an under-
standing and feeling of the

times, the language, the interests

the politics and the activities.

The following five items
were researched and submitted
by Mr, B.M., Sclevan, an officer
and rescarcher of the B.PH.S.
they were originally published in
1920 and 1921 in the Brooklyn
Eagle newspaper.

Complete Plans for
Merger of Israel and
Zion Hospitals

Amalgamated institution
will have new building on
tenth avenue is announced.
The Isracl Hospiial. 1246 424
ST. and Zion Hospital, 2140

Cropsy ave. have been amalga-
mated into the United Israel-
Zion Hospital, and a new hospi-
1al building on [0th ave, wiil be
the result.  Negoliations for
merging Lhese 1wo organizations
have been going on since May,
1919, and announcement that
the amalgamation has been com-
pleted was made (oday by
Newman Dube, president of the
isracl Hospital.

o

The amalgamation commit-

consists  of  Herman
Nenderland, chairman: Philip
Cedar, Israel Friedman, Max
Helman,  Issac [pp, M.
Napelbaum, and Nathan
Schoenfeld, representing  the
Istaeli Hospital and Leq D.
Greenfeld, chairman: Mrs,
Fanny Abrahams, Amber Dann,
Issac Dishy, William Menilik,
Rabbi M. J. Peikes and Joseph
Pines, representing the Zion
Hospilal,

In arranging the regular
details Meier Steinbrink acted as
the allorney for the new hospiral.
Mr. Herrick represented the
interests of the Israel Hospital
and Mr. Marks represented the
interests of the Zion Hospital.

The United Israel-Zion
Hospital is expected 10 be one of
the largest, best equipped and
modern hospitals of its king in
Brooklyn, and will meet a press-

tce

ing need for further hospital

facilities bere. Contracts for the
construction have been awarded
and the erection of the building
is in full progress, under the
direction of the building com-
mitiee, of which Gustave S, Roth
is  chairman. Louis Allen
Abramson is the architect

(1920 - Bkiyn Eagle)

Lay Cornerstone For
New Chapel

McNanmee Principal
Speaker at  Holy Ghost
Foundation. Banquet follaws.

Brooklyn, the City of
Churches.” has added (o its lis(
onc mare church  Though its
camerstone was iaid yesterday
aficrnean. i won't only he a
shesrt e when waorshippers
will Aaek e s doars. This new
cdiliee will be known (o ail
Curthotics 1n Brouklyn as the
Chapel ol ihe Holy Ghost, 10 will
be docated at the carner of 46(h
stoand 1 71h ave.

JUNE
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At 4 o'clack the Right REV.
Mons. Joseph McNamee, rector
of St Teresa s R. C. Church, lif?-
cd the rowet and placed in pos-
tion the cornerstone of the
chapel. Surrounding him at the
ime of this solemn ceremony
were priests of practically every
church within radius of three
miles, the Rev. John J. O'Neill,
rector of the Church of St
Cathenine of Alexandria, 415t st
and Fort Hamilton Parkway,
sponsor of the new edifice , and :
his parishioners aumbering mare !
than 1,000.

The Fife, Bugie and Drum.
Corps of St. Catherines's School
played the national anl}Tcn}
Mons. McNamee was the princi-
pal speaker. )

Following the ceremonies
atlending the iaying of the cor-
nersione Vicar General
McNamee and a large number of
visiting priests were the guests
of Father O’Neill at a banquet
given in the rectory of ,Sl'
Catherine of Alexandria's
Church. Among thase who
attended this function were the
Rev. Matthew Tierney, rector of
the Church of Immaculate Heart
of Mary, Fort Hamilton Pkwy
and E. 3rd Street; The Rewv
William Gardiner, rectar of St.
Finbar's, Bay 20th st. and Bath
ave. the Rev. Patrick Chery,
rector of St. Micheal's, ‘4th ave.
and 42nd st; the Rev Martin
Fitzpatrick, rector of St
Agatha’s, 50th st., near 7th ave,,
the Rev. Eugene J. Dannelly,
rector of the Church of St
Athanasius, 62st and 22 ave.; Lhe
Rev. Patrick Heepar,
Redempiarists Fathers, 69th st.
and Sth ave.. the Rev. Chyrles
Nolan and the Rev. Joseph
Downey, who are conducting a
mission at St. Catherinc of
Alexandria.



-

Mmtmolo circa 1912} Located on 13th Ave.
spanning block betwesn 50st (on right) and 51st. Served as soclal
club and Social Hall for communltv. Purchased by Yeshiva Etz

Chaim {Hebrew Institute of Boro Park) In 1920 and renovated m
1923. Demalished in 1980. Nota 13th ave. unpaved then.
{Collection: the New York Public Library.)
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Lay Cornerstone of New
Synagogue
Eminent speakers and
:mprmvcgmuslpgma[}nd
ceremonies held at 56th st. and
11th ave., Borough Park. yester-

day afternoon, when the comer- |

stone of the synagogue of
Taimud Torah Congregation
Beth Lsrael was laid.

“Judge - Mitchell May,
District Atiorney Harry Lewis
and Boro President Reigelmann
were among the speakers al
stressing  the important part |

played in the life of the commu- l
nity by its religious organiza- i

tions,

Louis Brown, chairman of
1he day, who as chairman of the
buitding commitee has been one
of the hardest workers for the
new congregation, introduced
the speakers and spoke of the
plans for the mew building.
Rabbi Pikus of .the Temple
Torah, Rabbi Maluzstein and
Rabbi Levine of Yonkers made

brief addresses. and two choirs .

vnder Cantor Cantor and Cantor
Gold sang several selections.
The trustees of the new syn-
agogue include Benjamin Gelb,
Samuel Beaver. Harry Seid, Lois
Bellos, Max Seibling and Morris
Jacobson, Morris Samuels is
president of the synagogue, the
other officers being Eli Leesuer,
Henry Koscnberg, Nathan
Rogers and Henry Rogers.

(1921 - Bkiyn Eagle) i

Plan Weizmann
Reception

Plans for the reception of :
Dr. Chaim Weizmann. president |

of the World Zion Organization,
when he visits Boro Park on
Tuesday, June 21, were brought
a@gs_t—ts‘ ir-final stages at a
meeting of the reception com-
mitiee al the Y.M.HA. Building,

4910-14th ave last night. Every
Jewish organization in Boro
Park is to participate in the
reception and a meeting of all of
the organization is planned for
next Tuesday evening, At that
meeling a committee of ten will
be appoinied for cach organiza-
lion which will act as the
arrangements commitiec for the
final plans. They will mect on
the Thursday following.

[t will be the function of this
committee 10 work among the
Jewish families of the section in
an effont 1o raise funds to present
a testimoniat 0 Dr. Weismann

together with a substantial check !

on behalf of the Zion Movement.
(1921 - Bklyn Eagle)
McDougall Estate To Sell
560 Lots and Improved
Property
Tract in New Utrecht sec.
lion to be auctioned in
Academy of Music. Winfield S.
McDougall, exccutor of the
Estate of the late Stewart

. McDougall. has authorized

Bryan L. Kennelly to sell at
absolute auction 560 lots on Fort
Hamilton Parkway. new Utrecht
ave, Bth Sth and {Oth aves. and
from 42nd to 461h st.. inclusive,
at the Academy of Music on the
cvening of June 23 and 24 at 8
p-m.

This is one of the largest
tracts of improved vacant prop-
erty located in the boro and the
largest group of Brooklyn lois
offered at auction in some time,
Tae lois are on,the. line. of the
New Utrecht subway to Coney
Island and the present West End

line of the R.R.T. and on Fon
Hamilton Parkway.

The property is improved
with sewers an¢l sidewalks and is
graded, paved and has curved

roadways, Thesc improvements

were made under dircetion of the
city engincer at the expense of
Mr. McDougall, and have been
accepled by the city.

Included in the sale will be
two 3 story browastones, 2 fam-
ily dwellings situated on 4dthsl:
also four apariment houses at the
corner of 44th st. and Fort
Hamilton and New Utrecht aves.

Surrounding the propeny 10
the property 1o be offered arc 2
score of apartment houses and
many include buildings now in
the course of construction near-
by.

The lale Stewart McDougall
bought the property aboul 4}
years ago, when it was fam
Jand. from the Baron Roasevell
and Beliknapp familics. He was
awracled to the localily by the
view of the harbor and surround-
ing country. He had seven
Neighbors at the time and the
nearest school was a mile away.
Since then marvelous changes
have taken place. The section IS

thickly poputated and there arc
eight schools and chucches of all
denominalions near the praperty-
{1921 - Bkiyn Eagle)

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
ride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
reservation and promotion of
1is communily by submitting
our own memories, photos and |
ther memorabilia. . You can
¢lp also by becoming a member
f the Boro Park Historical
wociety - only $5 per year ($3
etired or student) $10 - for
)usiness or organization, or by
naking a contribution. Send
naterials to B.2.H.S., 4707 (3th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1129,
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| REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

The following minutes of the
annval membership meeting
of the B.P.H.S. were pre-
pared and submitted by Ms. -
Lucille Posner, secretary of |
the Organization.

BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING

President Jacque
Fricdman welcomed the audi-
ence, and noted the presence of
Ira Kluger, Co-President of the
Canansic Historical Sociely, and
Lee Anne Inlantino, a leacher at
P.S. 105, 1031 591h, St Lucille
Puaner. Secretary and
Acquisivions Chairman of the
Socicty, introduced guest speak-
er. Mike Getz. In 1930, Mike s
mother, Rose Paller, moved 1o |
Boro Park (966-51st Street)

with her mother. In 1937, Rose
married Joe Gelz al the Plaza
Restaurant. 47th Street between
121h and 131k Avenues. The
yount couple’s firsl home was

. o1 YBY STih Sireel, in the apart-

menl 6l Rose's sister, Esther
Kolodny. Mike was born in
1938, and in 1942, Mike and his
parcnls moved 1o 52nd st. and

. leh Avenue Alter Mike mar-
vied Virginia in 1966. he bought
a house ar SRih Siceet near 21 st
Avcr?uc. where he slill lives.

f Trngu:ally. Virginia died of can- -
terin 1994. During Virginia's
ilincss, Mike visited Virgina in
the hospital, and there mel Lois.
a childhood friend and respira-
(or? therapist in (he hospital.
Lois and Mike were married in

1995. Mike has six published
books to his credit, including
his most recent book, The”
{Brooklyn) Dodgers and Their
Rivals. He is curreatly writing

Rrookivn Boy.

AMIKE GETZ Guest Speaker
IMr. Getz said (hat about 40 of
his relatives tived in Boro park
and both he and his wife, Lois,
were bom in Israel Zion
Hospita! (now Maimonides).
Lois” family owned their own
home at 18th Avenue and 58th
Sirect (not far from where Mike
and Lois live today). Mike had
first met Lois in 1949, when
they both had atiended the same
Boro Park Yiddish School.
Mike recalled Dy, Benjamin.,
Lubitz, a prominent Bero Park
doctor, and Dr. Gtto
Napelbaum, his family dentist.
Rabbi Aronson gave privale
Hebrew lessons to Mike, to pre-
pare him for becoming a Bar
Mitzvah (son of the covenanl).
As a boy, Mike delivered gro-

. ceries for Louis Rovinsky, the

owner of a small grocery slore
on 52nd Strect and 181h
Avenue. Mike worked from
7:00 A M. to 5:00 PM every
Saturday, and earaed $5 a day
plus tips - a good salary for a
youngster in those days. He
recalled The Book Center, 53rd
and 13th Avenue, a second-hand
bockstore, and a good source of
second-hand comic books. He
remembered seeing ex-President
Harry Truman, whe visited
Boro Park in 1960 to campaign
for John F. Kennedy for presi-
dent. Mike displayed a baseball
uniform that he had worn when
he belonged to a teenage Boro
Park softball team. At different

(imes. he was a member ol the
Falcons and the Cobras, twa
bali lecams. The Falcons “huag-
out” on | Tth Avenue and 53rd
Street. He atso playcd safthall
for the Royals.

Al the conclusion of his talk, he

threw the floor open for cam-

ments by the audience.

Someane lamented the recent

demise of the Famous, a daicy

restaurant on 50th Street and
13th Avenue. There was men-
tion of Whitey's Bar and Grill,
50th Street and New Uteecht
Avenue ( a “hang-out” of come-
gian Buddy Hackeu), and
Meyers {ce Cream Parlor, on

1 3th Avenue, wheee Buddy

Hackeit also "hung-out”.

Someonc ¢lse recalled the long-
gone trollcy cars on New
Utrecht Avenue. Mike displayed
(wo books he wrote aboul hase-
ball. Anyane wha wis prescat
at the annual mectiog i entinded
W buy The (Bropkiyng Dodgers
and Their Rivals (ar $5. less
than the list price, aa tax or
charge for postage. For (ull
details. contact Mike Geiv. The
book would mauke a gomd pre-
sent for a baschall (an.

. President Fricdman thunked
Mike Getz lur his ineresting
1alk, which had been greatly
cnjoyed by she audience.
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LEE ANNE INFANTO spoke
brielly about the 751h unniver-
sary of the present building of
PS. 105, and thanked the

1923 were researched and sub-
miutied by Mr. B.M. Selevan | an
officer of the B.PHS.

Sacicty for its help in rescarch- IMPOSING TEMPLE TO
| . L . BE DEDICATED BY
ng 'lll € schwool’s istuey. A 730 BOROUGH PARK JEWS
ANNIVErSUry pary wax recomiy ON MAY 13.

held i a restauram for 1he

The officers and members
of congregation Beth-El of Boso
Park have announced that the
building will be dedicated on
Sunday, Monday and Tucsday,
Muy 13, 14 and 15, An elabo-
rawe program has been arranged, ¢
A big Motorcar Parade will be '
held = T o'clock on Sunday. '
Muy 13 from the Hebrew
Institute un 13th Aveaue and
Shb Swect. At 2 o'clock the
builder. 1L Willner, will ‘hand .
over the key 10 Morris Kulok.
Many prominent Rabbis high
city and siate officers and mem.- :
bers of Judiciary have accepied
invilations to be present. Cantor
Maordechai Hershman will offi-
ciaie, On Sunday evening the
hanquet will be tendered 10 the
offlicers and members. On

tcachers, and a party for i
pupils wiss recently hetd wahe
school.
President Fricdman announved
that the Society T received a
grant from New York Staee for
the mini-muscum. The muscum.
which has displays of ol pho-
wgraphs of Boro Park. old vear
books. and ather tems. can be
vixited by appoinumcent.
He annnunced i anyone whe
#s interestcd in serving on the
Exccutive Committee of the
Sacicly, which meets onue
munth, should comact him.
President Fricdman thanked the
sudience [or attending de mect-
ing on i ramy aight, and
thanked the membcers of the
Bora Park Hisworical Sociey for
their on-going supporl. Dues are
$5 a year, $3 1 year for rcticed
peaple, and $10 a year for
stores and institwions. Lile
membership (0r an individule is
$100. and $200 fur stores ind
institlutions, '
Ed: We thank Lucille
Posner for her interest-
ing and important con-
tributions to this col-
umn and to the Boro

3 4 enur

OLD NEWSPAPER CLIP-
PINGS OF BORO PARK
The following three aru-
ches.axiginally publistied in the
Brooklyn Lagle newspaper in Locw's Boro Park
1950). Post Office
Y21 and had 2 101al
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Monday evening, May 14 the
Young Folks League of temple
Beth-EN will entertain and 3
dancc will wind up the evening.
On May |5the Sisterhood will
he sponsors for a Concert (6 be
readered by the Camtors
Assoviation of America, Cantor
Muardechas Hershman will actas
sotuist and prof. Zavet Zilben
wull conduct,

This Temple, declared to be the
MmOost $pacious, Most imposing
in architeclure and most gor-
geously decorated of all syaa-
sogucs of America, when fully
vompleied wilt show an outlay
in cxcess of three-quarters of a
million dollars is the outgrowth
of a small congregation that
staried about 19 years ago with
a membership of 25 men.

The arangement commit-
tee for the dedication comprises
H.I. Barnett Chairman; 1.
Andrea, secretary: M. Aronson.
D. Becker. M. Bergman. M.
Beinenstock, R. Brinberg, J.
Dorfman, Dr. A. M. Edelman.

Tecasurer: L. Flaxman. L .1
Frank. S. Kabalsky, 1. Karp, W.

Kornblum, L. Kramer, M.

- New Uuecht Ave. corner 51t Street. {circa
now located on this site. Theatre was built in
seating capacity of 2,600 {Courtesy B.PH.S.)
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Kutok, A, Levio, 5. A Lovy, M.
Meiselman, M. Mapelbraon, W.
Packela, L. Rosenzweig, A.
Schlifien, S. 1. Silverman, S.
Soroko. A. Wohl, S. Swreiser, H.
Wilner,

CANTORS FEATURE

BETH-EL SERVICE

Cantors, the jewish ortho-
dox singers in the temples, came
voluntarily in a body 120 strong
from Manhauan last night (o the
dedication service held at the
temple Beth-Eb of Boro Park.
Prol. Zavel Zilbert is direclor of
!hc Cantor’s Associalion which
imcludes in its membership some
of the best singers in the country.
The audience that hcard this
remarkable musical program
numbered nearly 3,000 alt gath-
ered to celebrate the completion
and the dedicalion of their tem-
ple, which has been in process of
construction since 1920. Fifty
percenl, or $26,000 of the

$50.000 to be raised last evening |

was collected in cash for the
temple’s fund. The Sisterhood of
Beth El donated $5,000 in addi-
tien 10 $2.000 cash and the fur-
nishing of twa rooms in the
building. Mr. Kullock gave
$3.000 for the key to the Temple.
The young People’s League
gave a $1,000 canopy for use in

riwals, in addition 10 $250 in '

cash. A marble tablel 10 be erect-
ed in the lohby of the temple will
bear the name of the donors of
$1000 or more. The Sisterhood

holds the control of 1he Golden .

Book of Life, which bears the
names of generous benefactors
1o the temple's fund. Moses
Napelbaum, the vice president of
Temple  Beth-El, publicly

_thanked the members of the

Building  Commitice, the .
Sisterhood, the Young People’s
League, the Trustecs and other
members for their devution and
carnest labor on bhehall of the
building’s complction.

{ 1923 Brooklyn Eagle}
BORO PARK THEATER
BOUGHT BY LOEW

LEVY BROTHERS.,
BUILDERS. SELL HAND-
SOME PLAYHOUSE VALUED
AT $750.000

The Boro Park Theater, on¢
of the finest playhouses in the
boro, siuated on the hiock

bounded by New Ulrecht ave..
12th ave.. Slst and 52nd st5., 1
the busiest section of the district,
has been purchased by the
Marcus loew Thearrical
Enlerprises Inc., from the Levy
Brothers, who built the theater.
The property. which covers aver

. 13 and a half city lots and
includes the theater. an office
building and nine stores, was
valued a1 $750.000. The theater
is one of (he many handsome
buildings in the boro., devaied to
moving pictuses and vaudevilte
built by Levy Brothers.

The theater and business
block was past of the tract of H3(
lots acquired in 1919 by the
Levy Brothers from the Realty
- Associales. The builders entered
the Boro Park field about 10
years ago. and built many small
homes and aparsments in the scc-
tion, where they laier established
the present busincss hock
which the theater s ibe ceatral
feature. The thcater was com-
pleted two years ago and has
been successful from the open-
ing night. It seais 2,500 persons
and is the second theater sold by

135
2000

the operators in the past few
months. They sold the Fifth ave.
\heater, which they built about
12 years ago. They sull retain the
Ridgewood and Redford
Theaters. Levy Brothers wefe

- Tocated at 189 Monague st. for a

number of years. They moved 1o
the Knickerbocker building in
Manhattan about _a_mpmh ago to,
targer quarters. The operalors
have figured in many deals
involving property in the gar-
ment center.
{1923 -Brocklyn Eagle)

SEEKING FAMILY OF
DR. HARRY MILLER

W werc approached by
individuals who are senoushy
secking the whereabouts of Dr.
Harry Miller andfor his family.
The Doctor’s Office (and fesi-
dence) was located at 4712 12th
Avc. untill 1959 (approx}.

Il anyone has any informa-
rian about teh Family, where they
wmoved o from Boro Park ar
where any members arc located
\oday please call Frieda Givon at
718 633-5302 or the newspaper.
Any informaton will be greatly
appreciated.

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
history and pride of Boro Park
by submitting your own memo-
ries and family history iR the
communily. you can aiso help
hy joining the B.PH.S. Dues
are minimal only $5 per year
{33 for students of resired peo-
ple). $10 for business of organt-
cations. Life membership is
$100 for individuals and $200
for business or organizations.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust >

Rabbi Dr. Israel
Schorr (1905 - 2000)

Much has been written
about the passing of Rabbi Dr,
Israe]l Eliezer Schorr (OBM),
one of the prominent Jewish
Rabbinical leaders of Boro Parkt
and lhe USA. Since his life and
career were 5o interwoven with
Boro Park we would like to sum-
marize and preserve some of the
lhislt:nril:ll aspects of his life
related to Boro Park. |

The funeral took place on
Sunday April 2, 2000 (Deceased
March 31) at the Young Israel -

i Beth El synagogue on fou.
| Avenue comer 48 St., where he
i had been the respecied and
i beloved spiritual leader for close
to 63 years. The papers estimat-
ed that about 3,000 people par-
ticipated in the funcral although
there had been very linle public-
ity, no signs, no flyers, no loud-
speakers informing the public.
This columnist atiended the
dfuneral after accidentally hear-
ring about it by a passing com-
*ment of a neighbor.

The largest synagogue in

Boro Park was full of pceple

! upstairs, downstairs and in the
hallways, and people were gath-
ered in the street on 15th ave,
which was closed to waffic, lis-
tening 1o the many eculogies
through the loudspeakers. Most
of the speakers and ncwspaper
culogies pointed to his brilliant
mind, talmudic scholarship insa-,
tiable love of leaming, conpledt
with kindness, tendemess and)
humor.

At 95 he was still an active
Rabbi and lectured daily to large
groups, until the very end. He
undoubtedly sct some kind of a
longevity record. He was an
active Rabbi in the Boro Park
community for 73 conseccutive

years and Rabbi of Beth E! for
63 of those years. I don't know if
there is another Rabbi or clergy-
man of any faith throughout the
country who can beat that record
for longevity in a single commu-
nity or individual institution.
This columnist interviewed

Rabbi Dr. Schotr (OBM) briefly

40,1981 and caimied some infor-

maton about him in this column
of .Oct. 1981. The following
information was gathered, from
thatinterview and from the vari-
ous; articles and obituaries that

appeared in the Jewish Press and
N.Y. Times.

Rabbi Dr. Israel Eliezer
Schomr (OBM) was born in 1905
in Galicia, Poland. He was rec-
ognized at an early age as a
genius and child prodigy. At the
age of 16 his namec alrcady
appeared in published Halachic
Responsa. In 1926 he married
Bertha Diamond who had been
raised in Philadeiphia but had
come 1o Galicia to altend a rela-
tive's wedding.

In 1927 he and his new wife
cmigrated from Kocov in
Galicia, where he had been a
Dayan (Rabbinical Judge), to

, America. He was granted a Visa
. to come ta the USA at the invita-

tion of congregation Tifereth|
Yisroel to serve as their Rabbi,|
Congregation Tifereth Israel
Anshei Sfard was located on Fi.

- Hamilton Parkway and 57th St.
*and served a membership of

.some 65 families. This was one
of the rare cases in those days of

a new immigrant coming direci-
ly 1o Boro Park.
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He was later appointed 25
the Rabbi of a chasidic shule ont
12¢h Ave and 37 st.; that building
is now being used as a plumbing
supply business. in 1931 he was .
appointed Rabbi of Cong. Bclh
[srael of L{th Ave and S6th st.'
Then in 1937 when the pulpit of .
Temple Beth El became avail-
able Rabbi Schorr was ¢lected Lo
that position where he remained
to the veryend:: X

When Rabbi Schorr first
came to America he wore the tra-
ditional chasidic clothing and
long curled payos ( side curls)
but he could not speak any
English. He appiied himscll
industriously with his brillial
mind, and read thc N.Y. Tuues
daily looking up cach ward far
meaning, usage and pronuncid-
tion. He was later accepled I
and attended Columbia
University Graduate Schoo! ol
English Literature where he uli- |
mately earned a Ph D and
became a prolessor of the suh-
ject for a short time. In addition
to his erudition in Talmud and
Bible fie was also known for hix
enormous knowledge of phifasa-
phy, the arts and sciences and
English Literatute.

The Schorrs lived in the
apartment building at 4800 [4h
ave probably for the past 6}
years (perttaps another record af
sorts). They had one daughter
Golde (Gail) who attended

» Shutamith Schoal in Boro Park.

She was married 10 a Dr
Lawrence Horowitz and (hey
reside in Lawrence N.Y.

Among the Rabhi's numcr-
ous litles and positions. weie
those of president «af the Buors
Park Board of Rabbis for many
years and presideat al (he
Hapoel Hamizrachi natianad
organization {now R.Z.A.) (or
many years.
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Al the funcral xervices.
chaired by David Silverman.
Honorary President ol Beth [
eulogies were delivered by many
prominent Rabbis, relatives and
by Jeaders of the communily
The casket was carried through
Ihe strects of 15th Ave tollowed
by a large procession and linally
driven (0 and interred in Bceih
David Cemetery in Elmint. N.Y.

Additional memorial ser-
vices were held at the Young
fsrael - Beth El on Sunday May
7 and addiuonal eulogics were
delivered by many promincol
Rabbis. Many distinguished per-
sonalities trom government.
community und rabbipate wuie
0 atlendance.

Young Israel - Beth
El of Boro Park

A few words of histonical |
backgrounds are in order here
about the synagogue itself even
though much has been writien
about ir in these columns in the
past.

I Templc Berh El was the first
synagogue in Boro Park. [t was

originally established in 1902
and its first building was built in
19.06' at 12 Ave corner 41 st. The
ofiginal building is still in use
and is called congregation
Anche Lubawitz of Boro Park.
The new Magnificent building
of Temple Beth EI, at 4802 15
ave. was built in 1920, It is a
maslefpiece of moorish design
fcalun!&g a magnificemt dome,
acoustical engineering perfec-
f1on and seating capacity of over
1400 in the main sancluary .

{cont’'d.

In 1980 (approximately).
ihe name of the synagogue was
changed from Temple Beth El to
Congregation Beth El in order to
avoid any confusion about its
rehigious affiliation. Then in
1988 it merged with the Young
tsrael of Boro Park and its new
official name became Young
Israe} - Beih El of Boro Park.
After the merger, Rabbi Moshe
Snow, who was formerly ihe
Rabbi of the Young Isracl
became the associate Rabbi of
\he merged symagogue. After the
passing of Rabbi Scharr, Rabbi *
Snow assumed the fall spiritual
leadership of the synagogue.

The current presidiain of the
shule consists of Zvi Lazar,
Taseph Piontica and Jack
Weinstein. The chairman of the
board is Moctimer Chrein and
(he cantor Ben_Zion Miller.

Boro Parkers on
Cape Cod

Whenever we travel to other
comsmunilies, in the USA, or’
other countries, we make it a:
point of interest to inquire about
present or former Boro Parkers.”
We are almost always surprised
1o find some Boro Parkers
amongst our fellow ravelers and
amongst those people with
whom we came into contact in
the communities we are visiting.

W boeomry weal aie @
delightful tour of Cape Cod,
Martha's Vineyard and
Plymouth Mass, with a company
catled “Touring Friends Ltd".
Amongst the aver 50 partici-

. pants in the tour, there werc 13

present or former Boro Parkers,
including my wife and myself.

* We were able o ablain the fal-

lowing bits of related informa-
Lion.

13/
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The tour directors and lead-
ers of rthis trip. Leah (pes
Edelstein) and Harvey Krasnow
are former Boro Parkers. Leah
was born in Boro Park in {srael
Zion Hospital while her family
lived a1 1610 43¢d St. Her {ami-
ly then moved to 1564 50th St
(demolished). When Leah mar-
ried Harvey Krasnow they lived
at 4901 14th Ave for five years
until they moved to Far
Raockaway. Leah's mother Henia
Edelstein still lives in the Tel
Aviv building at 1528 49th St
Her father Zalman (RIP) was
deceased in 1984. Leah grew up
in Boro Park and attended
Shulamith School, Central H.S.
and Brooklyn College. She
taught science at Seth Lew JHS
far a few years and then went
into the field of Gerontology.

Harvey grew up in Boston.
In New Yoark he was a teacher in
public high schools then became
assistant principal al
Westinghouse H.S. in Brooklyn.
He is now retired from public
education and serves as ‘Migh
School Principal at Mesivia of
Long Beach. While he lived in
Boro Park he ainended services
at the Agudath Israel of 16th
r Ave,

The bus driver (Monsey
Trails Co.) Yakov Shiauber, is 2
former Boro Parker. He lived
with his parents Efrapm and
Miriam Shtauber at 1563 46ih
St. unti] his mamiage. He now
lives in Platbush but his pareats
stilt live at the same address.
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The sowr patiapants wha f

| are present or former Boro
Parkers were: Judy Markowilz
who now lives on 54th St and is
a retired public school teacher.
She has been menlinned in this
column in the past. Jack and
Sandra [ebowiiz. Jack was horn
in his home on Gravesand Avc.
{now McDonald) hetween

Ditmas and Cortelou. he lived in '
Boro Park on (3th Ave. al) bis

life except for the 3 1/2 years he

spent in the U.S. Airforce during
WWIL He was the propricior ol

Colonial Decoralors on 18th ave
near 47s1 until Feb '93. Jack ~
father Emanuel (RIP) openail
that business in April 1924,

Mrs, Weighman and her ivo |

daughters were on the wour. Thes
now live on 41 si1.

Eileen  Schelf  {(Mnaiden
nrame Rosenfeld) was born in
Boro Park and lived at 4701 0
ave. She now lives in Flatbuxh
but has been working in Buoro
Park at the Kolel Supemarket
1325 39 S1. (or the past 10 yeins ,

Helen Ditchck who now
lives in Flatbush was born in

Boro Park. Her maiden nanmie !

was Zaremsky and the family
lived on FI Hamilon Pkwy ol

36 St She said her fumily lived -
near the Shule where Rabbi !
Israel Schorr had his [lies -
Rabbinical position in Bora ¢

Park, on Fi. Hamilion Pkway :

and 57 s1. From there the fanily

moved 10 1546 4551, in 1he
sahe” hotse “as *her Eousin=isias
Gordon. where they lived lor
four years. They then moved us
1571 46 s1. second house Jrom
the gas station ovated there
then, (now  Independence
Savings Bank). They livcd here
for four years and then moved 16
5002 Old New Uirecht Rd. in
[944. Her [father Samuc)
Zaremsky (RIP) had a men's
clothing store on the Lower East
Side and was deceased in 1960,

r mother Bertha [(RIP) wae
d in 1972.

Hecb Foster of Martha’s
Vineyard
We met Herh Foster when
we visited the Martha s Vineyard

Hebrew Center. He was prosi- |

dent of the Center and was
speaking to cur group about the
center and about Jewish life in
the area. Alter he spoke I went
over 10 him 10 ask him where he

was from because he didn't |
speak with a local diatect. He |

said he was originally {rom
Brooklyn N.Y. [ asked which
section of Brooklyn he was
from. He said he was from a
small section called Boro Park
and “Did you ever hear of it?"
After | convinced him that I
heard of it and that [ also was
from Boro Park and considered
Boro Park to be one of the most
important communities in
Brooklyn and perhaps in the
entire U.S.A. he related some of
his Boro Park background to me.

60th Street. looking from 17th Avenue to 16th Avenue, 1923. Note
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His (st address n Boro
Park was at 1012 57 St and
then moved to 57 St. near 15
ave. He lived with his parenis
Max and Sadie Finkelstein {RIP)
who worked in the Garmenl
Industry and were deceased in
Boro Park. Herb remembered
that his Bar Mitzvah took place
at Cong. Beth Israel on [ Ith Ave.
and 56 St. He auended P.S. 105
and Shallow J.H.S. He was
active in the Boy Scouts at the
YMHA, and his scout master
was Abe Hershkowiiz, before
Abe became teh Director of the
YMHA. When he grew older
Herb became a leacher and
administrator in the NYC Public
Schoaol Syster where he wotked
for 17 years. He worked in vari-
ous 600" schaols and taught J1.
Guidance classes- programs [or
emolionally disturbed childres.

ihe earty car models, the parking spacea and overhead telephone
cables. (courtesy of Munkeiple Archives)
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He left Boro Park in 1958 |

when he became a college pro-
fessor at the University of
Buffale. That was about all the
information I could gather in the
little fime we had. However
Hetb Foster did explain that his
name was originally Finkelstein.
When his brother changed his
. name to Foster, for professional
reasons, he thought it would be

more convenient and practical -

for both of them 10 have the
same family name so he changed
his as well.
It is interesting 10 note the
high percentage of present or
* foomer public_school teachers
(including this columnist) who
were from Boro Park and on this
1rip.
Old Newspaper
Clippings
The following three articles,
originally published in the
Brooklyn Eagle newspaper in
1922, were researched and sub-
mitted by Mr. B.M. Sclevan, an
1 officer at the B.P.H.S. It may be
of interest o note some of the
differences and similarities to
today's problems, activities and
use of language.
Coal Chief Duitz Assures
Boro Pack of Fuel Supply
We have stopped &oughing
by Peddlers, He tells Wellare
Association. The residemts of
Boro Park and vicinily who
attended a meeiing at (he
Hoffman Mansion, 50th st. and
15th Ave., last night were heart-
ened @ by the announcement

made by Martin M. Duitz, the”
aew Fuel Administrator for the
district, that "the coal situation,
as fac as Boro Park is concerned.
is working out very well., and in
a very few weeks the people of
this community will have suffl-
ctitnt, or at least some, coal in .
their cellars 1o carty them
through a critical period.”

The meeting was held under |
the auspices of the Community
Welfare Association of Boro
Park and the Boro Park
Democratic Association’s relief
committee. The object was 1o

receive request for coat, and to
hear any complaints. More than
200 persons visited the head-
quarters during the evening and
all were present during the talk
given by Mr Duitz. “I want 0
take advantage of this opportuni-
ty.” he said, “of telling the peo-
ple of this district what they may
expect in the way of coal relief. 1
wish at the outset to thank Mr.
Desbroock of Desbrook & Co.
for the able assistance he has
given me in taking care ol delbiy -
eries. -If all the othet coal men
would act as he has. this situa-
tion would be greatly facilitaed.

The Fucl Administration 1~
working hard and doing all 0
can, but has a big job on s
hands, and is doing all that i~
possible during this irying pevi-
od. I am going to take up the
matter with (hem this week ind
that is the reports that the
Commanwealth Fucl Compam
and Burns Bros, are delivering
(wo and in SONE CASCS a8 hwiny
as four tons of voat in vae weck
10 some people. while uthers
who need it more liave dillicaliy
in geiting any.

2000 e

Another practice which |
think we have effectively pw o
stop to is extortion hy peddlers
From now on the peddlers whe |
have heen the biggest gougels
witl have 10 take a hack seal s
far as this scction is concerned. |
It has becn the practice for these
men (o hang arpund Deshtoach's.,
yard franr G fEterépmwe and i
many ‘as 200 clogging up 53ad
street from. 15th ta 18th aves..
trying 10 get coal from this yand
which they reail a1 $16 10 $25 a
ton, while others delivered laads
to individuals Tor which they
charged as high as $10 per won
for canting.

*Mr. Desbroock and mysell
| 100k up the matter and hase
| agreed that these . peddiess ms

first *deliver thred doads for us
before they teecive .one Jor
themselves. The resulis Cis U
we delivered coat 1o aboul 20K}
more familics yesierday: ©

*To thase whe alrcady hasve
plenty of coal in their vellans. |
wish to inform yuou thar we
investigate cach case. having o
special investigator for the pur-
pose, and those who are most in
need, will be saved. Thege is ae
‘ubE irying to get this comminee
to give you what you don’t need.

.t haver requesied Boeo
President Ricgelmann o linw
traffic on $3rd sireet, as deliver-
ies may be tacillbated and with
the congestion causcd by...

_ {1922 - Brookiyn Eagle)
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Jews Dedicate New
School in Boro Park
The dedication of the New
Jewish school, the Machzike
Talmud Torah, at 1319 43¢d st.,
Boro Park, took place yesterday
aftemoon before a large gather-
ing of Jewish citizens of the
ncighborhood. United Siates
—— —
Senator William M. Calder and
Boro President Edward
" Riegelmann, who were invited
to attend the exercises, sent
regrets at their inability 1o
attend. Considerable enthusiasm
for for the school’s growth was

shown, and & fund of several
hundred dollars was a sub-
scribed to the school’s building
fund.

A procession of the 900
scholars of the school, who car-
ried Jewish and American flags,
Wwas an interesting feature of the

. of the afternoon’s program. The
key to the new building was pre-
sented by the chairman of the
building  committee.  Max
Helman, and accepted by the
president of the Talmud Torah |,
LL. Marks. The chairman of the
arrangements -committee, Jacob
Neinken, and the Rev. Dr. Z. H.
Maallansky made addresses, The
closing prayer was offered by
Rabbi M. J. Peikes.

The new building is ready
for occupancy and will accom.
modate 400 pupils. It stands
beside the old school, which wii]
be occupied as formerly. 1t s
estimated that a total of 1,500
pupils will scon be enrolled in
the two buildings. (1922 - Bklyn
Eagle)

Graft Charge Made In Move
To Block Big New Apartment
Residents Offered $3,500

profit to stop building company
wants $20,00 is claim. On behalf ‘
of himself and 50 other property
owners in. the neighborhood of
15th ave. and 53rd st., Martin M. |
Duitz today came before justice 1
Fawceit in Supteme Court with
an application for an injunction
"o, prevent thei: & H. Building
. Co. from proceeding with the
y construction of a 43 family:
t apartment house.

Grover M. Moscowitz,!
attomey for Duitz, told the court
that the proposed aparument, the
foundation of which has been
laid; was springing up in the
midst of private residences,
many of which $100,000 or
more. The work has been rushed
pending final outcome of  peti-
tion by the residents to change
15th ave. into 4 2onme which
would make apartment houses a
violation and a recommendation
had been made to the city plan
committee that the very part
where the apartment is being
erected be eliminated,

When Mr. Moscowitz asked
for a postponement of the hear-
ing, an attorney Tepresenting the
G. & H. Company, the name said l
to be the initials of men named |
Grossman and Holland, insisted |
vigorously, that the hearing pra.- «
ceed forthwith, Mr. Moscowitz :
then told the court that the
neighbors of the proposed apart-
ment house had offered to buy
out the prospectors interests,

{1922 - Brklyn Eagle)
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HELP PRESERVE -
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
history and pride of Boro Park
by submitting your Own memo:
ties and lamily history in the
community. you caa also help
hy joining the B.PH.S. Dues
arc minital only.$5 per year
{33 for students or retircd peo-
ple). $10 for husiness or argan):
zations, Life memnbership s
$140 for individuals nndvszm
Tor business oF orgamizZanans.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Manny & Elaine
Wollman
) On November 15, 2000 my
wife and [ participated in a get
together to greet Manny and1

Elaine Wollman - old friends and [

former Boro Parkers - who were
on a visit from Isracl. A group of
mfenly five of the Wollman's old |
friends met for dinner at the '
Garden of Eat-In restaurant on
Ave. Jand E. 14 st

Isract twenty years ago and live

The Wollman's moved Io\

in Gilo, Jerusalem. an area cur-
fently under attack by the vio- t

leace of the Palestinian “intifa-
da.” They described the political
situation in Israet and the death
and destruction caused by the
Palestinian violence.
Afierwards, [ interviewed
the Wollmans briefly about their
Boro Park background and
memorties. Elaine said that she
was born in Boro Park, in Israel
Zion hospital. Her grandparents
Chartes Louis (Chaim) and Saly
Schiesinger moved to Boro Park
in 19i8 from Manhattan and
lived at 1610 48th Street. Her
grandparents had a butcher store
on New Ultrecht Ave between
97th and 48th st, which was later .
taken over by Sam Friedmar
(ihe Torah reader in the Young
Israel of Boro Park for many
years). Her grandfather opened a
second buicher store on 16th ave
between 55 and 56th st. He was
one of the founding members of
Cong. Bnei Judah at 16th ave
and 53rd st. and Yeshiva Btz
Chaim on 131h Ave. and SOst.
Elaine’s parents William and
_Btrtha Ehrenfeld were married
in the Temple Beth El on Dec 6,
1925 and were one of the first
couples to be married in that
il:ule not long afier it was built.
« €obi-—cjngers had ten chil-

dren brought up in Beoro Park,
the sons attended Yeshiva Ez
Chaim. The™ Ehrenfetds™ first

lived in the apartment above the
butcher store on 16 ave near 55
st, then moved to 57st. between
15 and 16th ave., then to 1610
48st. and finally to 1676 48th st.

William Ehrenfeld worked
as a conductor on the BMT train
line now called the “B* train. He
cetired as a city transit worker in
1968. They moved to Miami
Beach Florida in 1970, after setl-
ing their house in Boro Park.
William passed away in Florida
in 1982,

Bertha  Ehrenfeld  then
moved to Israel in 1983 and
lived their until her recent
demise Juty 20, 2000 at the ripe
old age of almost 97 years, per-
fectly alert until the very end.

The Ehrenfelds had two
daughters Sybil Vogel and
Elaine Wollman. They both live
in Jerusalem Israel. Sybil’s hus-
band Dan was a professor at
Stem College and former presi-
dent of the Young Israel of Boro
Park,

Elaine attended P.S. 180 at
5601 16th ave, then Montaulk
JH.S at 4200 16 ave. and then
New Utrecht H.S, She played in
the orchestra at N.U.H.S. and
YMHA. She also attended
Hebrew School at Tatmud Torah
Tiferes Elchonon (at Cang. Bnei
Judah) then Machzikei Talmud
Torah at 1315 43 st. and then at
Marshaliah Hebrew High School
which met in the building of
Machzikei Talmud Torah. _
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Elain¢ served as a girl scout
leader and Day Camp Counselor
at the YMHA of B.P. She studied
at Hunter College and earned 2
degree in music and Physical
Education. She worked at
H.A.S.C. as a music therapist
and social worker. She received
her Masters degree in Social
Work from Columbia U. School
of Social Work. Her specialty
was group work with the elderly.
Elaine and Manny were masried
in June 1954 and first lived in
Fatbush.

In 1957 they purchased a
house and moved there, at 1818
48st., where they lived unnul

1980 when they went on aleya iy
Israel.

Manny was a public school
teacher and served at P.S. 217K
in Brookiyn. He was also a U8
War Vetcran of WWIL He was &
member of the  Marcus
Smolowitz Post of the Jewish
War Veterans in Boro Park. In
fact while living in Isracl Maney
serves as the commander ol the
Jewish War Veterans Post 180
and the chainnan of the Retired
Teachers Association ol the UIFT
in Israel. While in B.P. Munny
attended services al the Young
Israel of Boro Park and am Olw”
Abraham Mishkon Yosel at 4907
}8th ave and at Ruhbi Felders
Shule at 4901 18 ave.

Elaine worked as o Socuil
Worker and was an accon-
plished Musician playing the
double base viola. She wis o
active member of the Hana group
of Emunah Women. In lsvacl M
also did some sociad work with
the ¢lderly. She now continues
to play her double base viol m
[srach
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The Wolbman's have [
children, Surila Lebowite. Dr.
Miciam Pollack, Dr. Simcha
Elyashiv and Abraham Woellman.
they all dive in Israel. The
Woliman's ace available 10 greet
and welvome any uld irends
who wish 10 visit i Isracl,

Dear Dr. Kipust

The following  obitarn
appeated in The New Yorl
Times of Seplember 19, 200%).

“KNAPP. Emily Lichiickl.

90. of Miami. dicd September -

[71h. daughicr I Norman and
Cora Snowden Lilchficld. <he
was a librarian in Fairficld. CT. 4
children’s librarian lor the New
York Public Library System. and
the Filth Avenue School. Gisi
Northport, NY. She lived Joi
many years in Cold Sprine
Harbor. N.Y.™
Emily, Litchlield Knapp
was the great-granddavghier ol
Electus B. Litchhield. who
founded Blythebourne n 886
In 1898, the sculement ol Boru
Park was founded in the same

Old Newspaper
Clippings

The following four articles,
originally published in the
Brooklyn Eagle newspaper in
1924, were researched and sub-
mitted by Mr. B.M, Selevan, an
officer a1 the B.EH.S. It may be
of inlerest to note some of the
differences and simijlarities (o
today’s problems, activities and
use of language.

Lay Cornerstone at
St. Catharine’s

The cornerstone of the new

Church of St. Catherine of

Alexandria, 41si, and Fort

Hamiltion Parkway, was placed

in position yesterday afternoon

by the Ri. Rev. Mons, Joseph
MacNamee. An impressive ses-
mon was preached by Mons.
John H. Healy of Manhaitan,
The band from Si Iohn's
Orphan Home played before and
after the ceremony.

Yesterday's event was due
to the untiring work of the rector
of the church, the Rev. John I
O'Meil who has ministered to
Uhe spiritual needs of the parish
for 22 years.

The church is expected to be
completed by September, 1925,
and will cost approximately
$425.000. The wark is being
dcne under the direct supervi-
sion of Emile G. Perrol, the
architect.

(Brooklyn Eagle,1924)

Run on Bank Ends;
$450,000 Paid Out,
Controller Says

Boro Park Institution,
With $11,000.000 Asst_:ls.
Again Functioning
Normally.

Branch of (he Municipal Bank;
13th Ave and 56th st., practically
ended today when a line of 60
depositors withdrew their funds.
In all, $450,000 was withdrawn
from the bank, according 10
Controller James C. Hasle
Yeslecday $96,000 was paid out,
the former cusiomers camying
away their money mostly in $i
bills.

Today the National Surety
Company sent a check to the
bank covering (he shortage laid
to Victor Schwartz, former man-
ager. The bank with assets
amounting to $1(,000,000. is
again funcrioning normally.

area and soon engulfed the town
of Blythebourne, whose name
survives tn the name of the local
Post Office.

Emily Litchfield was also,
the pgrand-daughter of the
Reverend  Robert  Bayard
Snowden, rector of St Jude's
Episcopal Church

The Boro Park Historical
Society extends sincere condo-
lences to Emily Litchfield
Knapp’s daughter, Emily Willis,
and to her entire family.

Lucille Posner

(ED: We thank Lucille
Posner, an officer of the B.PH.S,
for her interesting contribution)

i 5

Photo: Cowenhoven farmbouse, Old New Utrecht Rd & 49 st. circa
ical Sociely archives, donated

1890. (courtesy of Boro Park Histor
by Catherine Cowenhoven)
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Asked if the Municipal
Bank officials would prosecute,
President Barnett today said that
he and 1he other officials of the
bank would positively prosecute
to lhe lullest extent.

(Brooklyn Eagle 1924}

Boro Park Folk to
Demand More Police
Protection

Residents Declare
They are Unable to Leave

Homes Unprotected While
Absent,

) Declaring that the burglary

“industey™ in Boro Park has
developed to such proportions
thal residents of the section are
alraid 10 leave their homes
upproicclcd at any tume. Joseph
Side announced yesterday that
the recently organized Civic
+Association, of.Boro Park of
which he is president will soon
hold a mass meeting in an effort
l!) obtain adequate police protec-
tion.

“We nced relicd and e
geing 1o demand it in ng unver:
1ain terms,” said Mr. Slde. "Cur
?ommunily is onc ol the wealth-
iest in the city and, paying heay
taxes, we are entitled 10 protec-
tton by the police. We intend o
gel it immediately.™

The organization will make
a specific request tor the erechion
of a palice booth in the aeigh-
bachood. There have been maore
than 100 burglaries and nine
boldups in the scction in the last
year according 16 Mr. Side. T
condition has hecome s¢ acute
he stated . that drastic action 1~

{Brookiyn Eagie 1924

Score Park Plan;

Ask More Police

Three Bold Robberies
Cited to Prove Need

The smoldering indignation
of residents of the Boro Park
section against the alleged alm
sive treatment” accorded them
by city authorities and olficials
was fanned into a red-hat spieil
of public opinion by the anuun
of 1he speakers al a meeliog fiekd
last nmight in Schwartz s Hall.
52ad st. and New Utrecht sse
The meeling Wwis attended by
about 450 persons to Uprotes
against a heavy assessmenl lara
park a1 New Utrecht  are.
between S8th and 591h st. which
is 10 be assessed an a locul arcy
as absolutely unnceessary and an
IMpOsition on aur Now ovechar
dened 1ax payers.”

“We don't want a park. Give
us a station housc instead.”
Thundercd Alphonse Hursch.
counsel for the newly ol
Boro Park Taxpayers
Association.

“The greates! crime in the
history of New York State wiss
committed right in (his neigh
borhood because  we o ke
deplorably lacking in adeyiate
potfce protectian. 1 he swrder o
the West Bank messengens ob
the New Utreclit ave. clevined
station sight well have heen
avoided had there heen suflicicot
bluecoats here to install a respect
and dutiful regard for law and
order,” he assected.

The speaker cited three bold
cobberies that had occurred in
ihe Boro Park section recently.

A tepresentative from Bore”
Park President Reigelmann’s
office, who was recognized in
the rear of the hall, was request-
cd by James Kicoyne, chairman,
10 come to the front so that he
“might the better hear the citi-
zens.”

About 500 signalures were
sccured last night 1o a petition
that will be presented (o the
members of the Board ol
Estimate next Tuesday moming,
protesting the park action.

Opportunity was taken (0
voice complaints at the meeting
against many of the alleged
abuses of the other city officials.
Particularly anger was voiced
against the long delay at registra-
tion and clection booths, because
of the failure of the Election
Board 10 apportion sufficient
election district captatns.

Complaimt was also made
acainst the lighting and mait ser-
vice. The meeting was closed
with a collection to defray
expenses for the battle at next
weck’s board meeting.

{Brooklyn Eagle 1924)

HELP PRESERVE

. THE HISTORY OF

BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in ihe research,
preservation and promotion of
this communily by submitting
your own memorics, photos and
other memorabilia.  You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Hisorical
Society - only $5 per year (33
reiired or student) 340 - for
business or orgauization, or by
making a contribution. Send
maicrials 10 B.P.H.S.. 4707 13th
Avenuc, Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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THE BROOKLYN AMERICAN
REVOLUTION HERITAGE

TRAIL

By Robert Furman

The Germans came marching up the New Utrecht Road. No one
turned out to cheer them on. They and their alliss had janded at the
Gravesend shore and at Denyse’s ferry on the 22nd. thousands
strong, and encamped at Gravesend Village, and proceeded north.
When the invaders reached Church Lane, they headed east and halt-
ed at Flatbush Village. They were mostly Hessians and Scots
Highlanders, When the Whigs at Valley Grove Pass discovered them,
skirmishing ensued. resulting in many houses being burned.

A couple of days later, a Brilish force followed the same route
but bore left when they reached the crossroads where New Utrecht
forked inlo Martense Road. They marched along below the Heights
of Guan, scaring the local population. The forward units rcached the
Red Lion Inn where the Gowanus and Martense Roads met, and the
Rebels in that area began fighting back.

This is not the scenario of a bad World War II film. This actual-
ly happened, not in {942, but in 1776. And if some of the names are
familiar, it is because the events occurred in the rural and agricultur-
al Kings County of that time, one that was inhabited by Dutch and
British farmers and their slaves.

These were the opening moves in the Battle of Brooklyn, the
largest battle of the American Revolution, when 35,000 invaders
faced 15,000 Continental army soldiers under George Washington.
And while we jost the battle, we frustrated the British bid to win the
war by evacuating our army 10 Manhattan.

Every part of Braoklyn was affected by the invasion, as families
divided between Whig and Tory. Simon Cortelyou, a scion of the
prominent family that preduced George B. Conelyou, a cabinet
member in Teddy Roosevelt’s administration, disgraced his rebel rel-
atives by fighting for George UI. He lies with them in Barkaloo
Cemetery at Narrows Avenue and McKay Place in Bay Ridge.

While urbanization has obscured many of the places that saw
what was obviously the most important event in Brooklyn’s history,
every now and then on pokes its head up through the geometric sireet
grid that covered over the hitls, valleys, marshes and creeks where
Native Americans once roamed.

Borough Park's remnant of that time is the Old New Utrecht
Road. which today is mostly Eighteenth Avenue, but veers off to the
west at $3rd Street. Gradually, most of it has been de-mapped. ceded
to private owners, but some of it remains at the southern crossroads
and at 39th sireet, which was Martense Lane. and Church Avenue,

A slrol] through Green-Wood Cometary will remind you that the
past is not gone, as you visit the Alwer to Library, on Battle Hill, the
highest paint in Braoklyn, where the Statue of Liberty faces in honor
of the first blows for freedom struck by the newly independent
United States, as will a visit to numerous other hallowed grounds
such as Battle Pass in Prospect Park or Flaibush Reformed Dutch
Church. ad
We urge you 1o join the Boto Park Historical Society in support-
ing the Brooklyn American Revolution Heritage Trail , wlut:b will
bring history o life for ourselves, our children and curios visitors by

saying “This happened here, and if you ook, you can still
leavings," Contact Bob Furman of First Batile Revwal Allia :@n’

.4U

|
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Goldstein -Schaum
Wedding
On November 22, 2000 !
allended a wedding of two “true
" blue” Boro Park families.
Goldstein and Schaum. The
groom Elyahu Goldstein and the
bride Chaya Schaum are both
fourth generation Boro Parkers.
The wedding took piace in a
Boro Park wedding hall, Ateres
Chaya, and the over 500 guests
present Jooked like wall o wall,
past and present Boro Parkers.
_ Ateres Chaya hall is located
inan historical Boro Park build-
ing on l4th Ave. between 53rd
and S54th st., formerly P.S. 103,
the first public schoel built in
Boro Park, The hall itself was
built on the former school yard
of playground of that school.
We've carried articles in the
past about, and from the
Goldstein family {Goldstein
Press 4602 [6th Ave). Moshe
(Mommis) RIP and Chaya (lda)
RIP Goldsiein moved to Boro
Park from Providence, Rhode
Island in 1930 and lived at 1443
{5(h st. Mr. Goldstein estab-
lished a printing business and
printing press in the basement of
his house. He moved the busi-
ness to the store at 4604 16th
Ave in 1956. His son Shmuel
(Samuel) fearmed the business
and tock over in 1961 when his
father retired. Moshe and Chaya
moved to Israel in 1962. The
store was expanded to include
the adjoining store at 4602 in
1965.

Shmuel’s son Aron, father
of the groom now manages the
business. The Goldstein press is
most probably the oidest print-
ing business in Boro Park still in
operation.

The parents of the graom,
Aron and Gitel (nee Turec) were
married in (977 and live at 901
50th Si. The Grandparents
Shmuel and Toby Goldstein live

al 1739 47th St

Boih Aron and his son
Efiyahu - the groom attended the
Yeshiva Karlin Stolin at 1818
S4th st. and Yeshiva High
Schools and post high schools
outside of Boro Park. Aron’s
daughters attended Berh Jacab
of Boro Park.

Aron has been an active
member of Halzolah Volunieers
(Emergency Medical Service)
for the past nine years as a para-
medic. He took care of the
Bobover Rebbe (0.B.M.} for the
tast 17 months of his life provid-
ing emergency assisted care. He
is also a member of the Agudath
israel of 9th Ave.

The bride, Chaya Schaum.
daughter of Philip and Basbara,
traces her Boro Park lineage to
her maternal great grandparents,
Nathan (Nachum) aad Yetia
Haim. The Haim’s moved 10
Boro Park from the lower east
Side of Manbattan, in 1923, to
46th Street between [2th and
I3th aves, Nathan Haim, a cus-
tomer peddler, was one of the
original members of Cong.
Shomrei Shabbos located on the
comner of 13th ave and 53rd st.

Yetta Haim's maiden name
was Greenfield and she was part
of the well known large
Greenfield family of early Boro
Park. The Haims raised seven
children in Boro Park. The son’s
attended Yeshiva Ez Chaim and
one daughter Miriam. grand-
mother of the bride. atended
public school as there was no
girls yeshiva in those years.
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Miriam attended Pershing I.H.S.
and New Urecht HS. She also*
attended aftermoon Machzikei
Talmud Torah, then at t315 43
St.

Miriam married Jacob (RIP)
Gold in 1938 and lived in the
apartment house on 52nd and
14th Ave. Jack and Miriam Gold
raised three children in Boro
Park who were born in [srael
Zion Hospital (now
Maimonides). Avi and Saul
attended Yeshiva Toras Emes
and Barbara, mother of the bride,
attended Shulamit School for

girls. Jack Gold had 2 necktie
business in the Lower East Side,
he was deceased in Nov. 1976,
Jack and Midam Gold lived at
1333 51 St. where Barbara was
born, then at 1324 52 St., then at
1360 46th St.. where Barbara
was married. Miriam Gold now
lives at 480C 14 Ave.

Barbara married  Phil
Schautf, 2 Williamsburg boy, on
Sept 11, 1963 and lived at 1347
48 St. In 1976 they moved to
their present apartment at 1566
45 Si. the address from which
the bride, Chaya was bom at
Maimonides Haspital. Chaya
attended Bais Yaakaov of
Brooklyn (1362 49 St) then
Machor Hilda Bim HS and
Seminary at 1680 42 St. She
now works as an assistant
kindergarten teacher at Yeshiva
Torah Temima and attends Touro
College for a degree in Early
Childhood Education.

Phil Schaum and Shmuel
Goldstein are bath long time
active members of the 16th Ave
Agudath Israel at 4911 16th Ave.

Barbara Schaum said she
remembers when Boro Park had
many beautiful farge homes with
large tawas and there were many
places in the street to park cars.
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She also remembers when
Beth Jacob Elementary School
was built on the comer of 46th
St. and 14 Ave., right across the
street from where she lived. She
temembers the very large house
on the commer of 14 Ave. and 46
St which was thrown down to
make room for the school. She
also recalls that the comer house
had a large two story garage
which reminded her of a farm-
house. Mrs. Schaum also
remembers the delightful walks
with her mother, window shop-
ping in the elegant shops along
13th Ave. In those days there
were no gates on the siore front
nol even at night so the mer-
chandise was in full view.

TERESA STERNE

(RIP) 1927-2000

The New York Times of
Dec. 12, 00 carried an obituary
entitled “Tereasa Sierne, 73,
Pioneer in making classical
Records™. She had died in her
home in Manhattan on Sunday
Dec. 10, 00. She had been suf-
fering from amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis, commonly known as
Lou Gehrig’s disease. The obitu-
ary was written by Anthony
Tommasini, who also wrote an
article about her in the N.Y.
Times of July 31, 0O, entitled “A
Scene-Stealer  Behind  the
Scenes! Teresa Sterne. Musical
Prodigy, Sacrificed her own an
so others might be heard™

No where n ecither article
however, did it mention that Ms.
Sterne, called Tracy by her
friends and colleagues, was
bronght up and lived in Bore
Park almost all of her life. In fact
this column carried a few asticles
about and from Ms. Sieme and
her Boro Park memories. Tracy
was also active, during her last
few years, on the Boro Park

Historical Society Executive
Board, and traveled in from
Manhattan, until prevented by
her illness, to attend BPHS
meetings.

The Sterne family first
moved to Boro Park in 1930
from Bedford Styvesant when
Tracy was 3 years old. The fam-
ily consisting of Tracy’s father,
mother, malernal grandmother,
aunt and two uncles moved to
the stucco house at 1657 49th St
Tracy loved that house and fond-
ly described the architecture, the
stained glass windows, the inte-
rior and exterior detailed struc-
lure and decor, the dark grained
oak wood shipped directly from
Norway etc. in her articles.
When her family passed away,
one by one, and Tracy who was
never marmmed, was left alone,
she decided to sell her house so
that she could spend her time in
Manhattan where her work and
associates were now located. [n
1995 she finaily sold the house

and was very sad when the house
at 1657 49th St was thrown
down by the new owners and a
new home (not yet finished)
built in its place.

The following are a few
excerpts from the NY Times
Obituary.

-
it 2k

*

Webster Pond. located by 10th ave,
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Ms. Sterne was born in
Brooklyn on March 29, 1927 to
a very musical and cultured fam-
ily. “Her mother was a cellist
who gave up her career o nur
ture her musical daughter. Her
father, a violinist, deserted the
family when she was [4. Hec
paternal uncle, Roben Sterne, a
professional violinist, became an
impottant mentor'

“From the age of 10, she
was educated at home by pavate
tutors, living with her mother
and a beloved aunt in “a kind of
aristocratic poverty '™, as she once
told a friend. In 1939, when she
was 12, she made her profes-
sional debut as a pianist playing
Grieg's Piano Concerto with the
NBC Symphony Orchestra at
Madison Square Garden. The
next year she played T
Chaikovsky's Piano Concetto
with the New York Philharmonic
at Lewisohn Siadium, winning
cheers from the audience and
glowing reviews from the critics.
Her career as a prodigy (lour-
ished."

“But after such a rarefied
and isolated upbringing., Ms.
Sterne felt that she lacked the
pragmatism and confidence ta
pursue a professional career.
Wanting experience in the real

48 and 49 Sts, circa 1901. First

building of Israal 2ion Hospital built on this site. {Picture Donated by
Maimonides Medical Center to Boro Park Histarical Saocietyl.
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world, she became a secrelary.
soon winding up tn the offices of
ihe powerful manager Sol
Hurck, where she nurtured the
car_:ers of the other young
artiss. A series of administrative
jobs. inciuding assistamt to the
director of Vanguard Records,
led to her hiring by Nonesuch.”
Ms. Sierne became director
of Nonesuch Records from 19635
to 1979 and was very successful
in turning a small company nto
onc of the most adventurous
companies in the music record-
ing business. Although she gave

up public performance as an
adult she maintained close lies
with the artists. composers and
performers of her day. She nur-
tured relationships with per-
formcrs. encouraged them and
involved herself with promoting
their careers. ]
: This year, Robert Hurwitz.
director of Nonsuch since 1984
and “a great admirer of Ms
?lcme. issued a two disc record-
ing in Ifibule to her, containing
highlights from favorite albums
she had produced and live
recorc.lings of performances she
gave in her early years as a piano
prodigy.”
‘ Ms. Sterne, who never mar-
'nled. leaves no immediate sur-
vivors. Her good friends ard
neighbors in Manhattan, who
took such goed care of her dur-
ing her fatal and debilitating ill-
ness, are planning a memorial
service for her. In comments she
made to her friends she had indi-
cated that she planned to leave
her assess for scholarships for
young musicians.

0l1d Newspaper
Clippings

The following two articles,
originally published in the
Brooklyn Eagle newspaper in
1921, were researched and sub-
mitted by Mr. B.M, Selevan, an
officer of the BPHS. [t may be of
interest to note some of the dif-
ferences and similarities €0
today’s probiems, activities and
use of language.

SELL
CORNERSTONES AT
TEMPLE EXERCISE

Two for New Beth-El
Edifice in Boro Park Brought

$4,000 Each - Throng at
Ceremony.

A distinct innovation
appeared in the program for the
{aying of the cornerstones of the
new Temple Beth-El. L5th ave.

and 48th st., Boro Park, yester- |

day afiernoon, when the comer-
stones facing 15th ave. were sold
at auction to Mr and Mrs.

Maurice Kulack and Mr. & Mrs.
Maurice Nelselman for $4.000
each. The purchascis obrained
the privilege of laying the stones
and will have the further distinc-
tion of having their names
inscribed thereon.

Scores  of automobiles
formed the pracession that
moved from the old temple at
1 2th ave, and 415t st o the new
site, where the ceremony took
place. Moses Napelbaum, c?mir-
man of the puilding commutiee,
made the intreductory address,
introducing the various speakers

2001
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and officiated as auctioneer dur-
ing the sale. Rabbi Hirschowilz
of Temple Beth-El offered
prayer. I . Zevin, 2 journalist,
who writes under the name of
Tushrak, was the first speaker
introduced, He told of the devel-
apment of the Boro Park section
during the past 12 years and the
prominent part played in this
development by the Beth El con-
gregation. According 10 Mr.
Zevin the Temple Beth El has
been responsible for the many
swish institutions that have
sprung up in the Boro Park sec-
tion of the late years. The wealth
of its members has made possi-
ble the schools, hospitals and
other institutions in this section
of Brooklyn. He spoke of the
outward movement of some
building activities along {5th
ave. which made a new location
for the temple desirable.

Others who spoke briefly
were  Rabbi  Pikes, M.
Bienensiock, president of the
Beth El congregation, Jacob
Lieberman, former president of
the congregation, Rabbi Gorden
and Rabbi B.  Reuben
Weilerstein of Temple Emanuel.
Bora Park. The Rev. Jacob
Rapaport, cantor of the congre-
gation Beth El officiated during
the ceremonies of laying the two
corner stones. Musical numbers
interspersed  the speaking.
(Brooklyn Eagle 1921)
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PROTESTANTS SEEK
TO UNITE CHURCHES
AROUND BORO PARK

Pastor Kemm says This

Would Eliminate Waste of

Money And Man Power

The Rev. Ezra Burdetue
Kemm, pastor of the Boro Park
Christian Church, 45th st. and
12th ave. has originated a move-
ment to unite the various
Protestant churches of Boro Park
in order “to climinate the sinful
waste of money and man-
power'” and to avoid multiplica-
tion of church forces.

In order 1o carry into effect
this proposed plan, a commis-
sion on organic union has been
formed. The members held their
initial meeting 2 few days ago in
the fecture room of Mr. Kemm's
church. Clarence B. Caterer,
superintendent of the Sunday
School of ithe Boropark
Congregational Church, was
appointed chairman of the meet-
ing and Charles J. Lieder of the
Boro Park Christian Church
acted as secretary. representa-
tives of four local churches were
present at the meeting.

Following a discussion as to
possibilities of the effect of
union of the churches of the sec-
tion, it was decided that he rep-
resentatives present report back
to their respective churches the
sense of the meeling, and tha
cach church should then appoint

A P R ——

a commiltee o acl upon a per-
manent commission to consider
the question of the union. It was
decided that this commission
would meet in the Boro Park
Baptist Church on Thursday
evening, July 1.

The plan and scope of the
proposed

lined by Mr. Kemm, the origina-
tor of the movement. He gave
his personal ideas of what the
United Church of Boro Park
would mean 10 the section. He

Commission  on :
Organic Union were briefly out-

declared that owing to present °

conditions in the community
present church properties should
be sold and a modern church

plant erected in a central location
with up-to-date equipment. One
preacher, he said, should be
called to fill the pulpit, thus
releasing five men for needy
fields elsewherc. Two pastoral
helpers were also urged by the
speaker to assist in calling and
social phases of the church
work. This would also release a
number of teachers for the large
Sunday School of the combined
church and would furmnish suffi-
cient helpers for every phase of
the church work.

FEBRUARY

2001

The representatives of the
various churches present at the
meeting were Clarence B.
Cuterer, Mr. Lewis and Mrs.
Hackett, Boro Park
Congregational Church; G-
Hamilin, Edgewood Reformed
Dutch Church; Mr. Mielsen and
the Rev. M. C. McQuillian of the
Boro Park Baptist Chusch, the
Rev, Ezra Burdette Kemm, Mr.
Mitchel and Charles J. Lieder of
the Boro Park Christian Church.

{(Brooklyn Eagle - 1921)

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submilting
your own memaories, photos and
other memorabilia. You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year ($3
retired or student) $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a contribution. Send
materials 10 BPH.S, 4707 13th
Avenuc, Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

The [ollowing article, about
the late Rabbi Mordechai
Aharon Kaplan (O.B.M.). was
reseaiched and wrillen by Mr.
B.M. Selevan, an officer of the
Boro Park Historical Sociely |
(BPHS). We thank M. Selevan !
for this exiensively researched '
and intesesting article and for all i
his past contributions to the his-
lory of Boro Park.

Rabbi Mordechai
Aharon Kaplan 2| -
Fifty years since his
passing. Portrait of a
leading Rabbi of early

Borough Park
One of mosl prominent
Rabbis in the early years of
Borough Park’s development as

a renowned Jewish community
was Rabbi Mordechai Aharon
haKohen Kaplan. He served as
Rabbi of Congregation Brai
Yehuda (Sons of Judah - of 5311
t6th Avenue) for almost twenly-
five years - from 1926 until his
passing in 1951,

In this article I would like 10
look back at his life, as well as
touch on some aspecis of Jewish |
life in Borough Pack years ago.

Rabbi Kaplan was born in a
shted in Minsk province in
Russia in 1889, He was
o'rphnned al a young age from
his mother, whose parting words
for him were 10 go and study in
the great Yeshivas, He studied in
a number of famous Yeshivas,
such as the Yeshiva of Rav Leib
Bass in Minsk, and the Yeshivas
ol Bobroisk, Slaisk and Mir,
where he excelled in his studies.
In 1970 be emigrated to America
and  enfolled in  Yeshiva

Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchonon
from which he §gftwith rabbinic
ordination. TInlerestingly, the
1exts of his ordinations from two
Rabbis in the spring of 1909 are
reproduced at the end of his first
sefer (boock}. “Ruach Haeis",
printed in 1920. The first one is
from the famed Gaon Rabbi
Avraham Abaron Yudeleviich
2"], avthor of teshuvas (respon-
sa) “Bais Av™" and other warks.
and the second from Rav Shmuel
Tevi Wein, formerly Rav of
Vizhan. Interestingly, both ordi-
nations comment favorably on
his speaking ability / power of
drash (homiletic exposition)
somelhing to my knawledge not
commonly seen in texts of ordi-
nation - in addition to certifying
his fitness as a leader in the legal
areas of Judaism (halacha).

His first Rabbinic pasition
was al Congeegation Bnai
Yaakov (Sons of Jacob} in the |
East New York section of .
Brooklyn for approximately five !
years, followed by a ten year |
siint al Congregation Nachlas .
Tzvi in the Harlem section of
Manhasian, where he gained
rencwn as an ouistanding speak-
er and community leader. In
1920 a book of his addresses
transcribed by an admirer was ;
published under the titte of
“Ruach Haeis". In 1923, in a
notable step, Rabbi Kaplan pub-
lished a book in Yiddish and
English on the topic of Taharas
Hamishpacha (family purity), a .
topic/ area that suffercd (and still
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. suffers) (rom grear misunder-

standing and neglect. This is par-
ticularly notable in my optnion,
as while his other two books

were collections of his addeesses

/ or sermons, which was not
uncommon for 2 Rahbi to issue,
this book was in an acea in which
he was taking up a significunt
challenge (see “The Mikvah in
America" by Joshua Hotfman in

“Total Immersion: A Mikvah .

Antheology” by Rivkah Slonim
{Aronsan pubtishing] for mare
an this). This seers to show pio-
neering spirit and activist bent,

with his tying to explain, in,

modern terms, this (undamental
of Judaism and fight for it’s con-
tinuation in the new world. it
scems he was somewhat of a
pioncer in this area { in later
years this area was worked on by
others. including notably, 2
Rabbi David Miller from
California and Dr.  Jacab
Smithiine of Borough Park).

in 1926, before Rosh
Hashana, he was chosen o be
the Rabbi of the new
Congregation Bnai Yehuda in
Boro Park. The cangregation
had been founded a few years
before and had dedicated it's
new building in i924. A Rabbi
M. Weinberger had evidently
officiated as Rabbi Briefly,
before Rabbi Kaplans arrival,
but it appears that it was just on
an ad-hoc basis.

Newspaper advertisements
in the Yiddish press trumpeted
the new up and coming Rabbi's

cotning Lo the Dblossoming
lewish Community of Borough
Park. Already at thag time, 1t
seens, he had gained a reputa-
tiun as one of the rising stars oa
the Rabbinic horizon.
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[n 1428 his largesi book
(sefer) (over 350 pages), called
“Der Amerikaner Redner™ con-
sisting of deroshos {(homilelic
addresses) in Yiddush, was pub-
lished. Looking through these
addresses, one can get a tasie of
Rabbi Kaplan's powerful reli-
givus oratory. It comes through
the pages - to this day.

Interviews
I spoke 10 a number of peo-
ple who remembered Rabbi

* Kaplan, to try 1o supplement
and place inlo context the infor-

: mation 1 and gained from print-
ed sources about him with per- |
snnal recollections. |

A recurming theme in
almosl any conversation I had

with people about Rabbi Kaplan
was his great oratorical
prowess. Almost cveryone |
spoke to about Rabbi Kaplan
2"1 remarked aboul his greal
oralory and how they tecalied
the Shul being “packed” when
he spoke (in 1he Yiddush lan-
guage} in panticular on Shabbos
alternoons,

| spoke 10 Mr. Arthur
(Aharon ben Ze'ev hatevi)

Stcinmetz several times and he
was very helpful and encourag-
ing with regard to this article .
He grew up in Congregation
Bnai Ychuda and recalls Rabbi ;4

Kaplan fondly, My deep thanks
to Mim, He recalled how, when
he was a youngster, his father
{whe was a board member of
the congregation) once brought
him up to Rabbi Kaplan's resi-
dence, on Sdth Sirect belween
}6th and 17th Avenues, to have
him 1ested on the chummash
(Bible) he head siudied in
Yeshiva. He also recalled his
bar mitzvah, when he delivered
a “pilpul” 1o the congregation

_—

(he recalied the opening of his
address) in Hehrew(the Yan-
guage in which he was instruct-
ed in Yeshiva Elz Chaim) and
Rabbi Kaplan responding
him in kind (in Hebrew) follow-
ing his address. He also recalled
how Rabbj Kaptan memorably,
year after year, Icd the congre-
gation in the neila (closing)
prayers concluding Yom Kippur,
a time of great cmoticn and reli-
gious fecling, and the Rabbi's
periect Hebrew diction - how he
enunciated every word with |
great precision, pronouncing
cach syllable. He also recalied
Rabbi Kaplan performing his
martiage during World War Two
during a break he was given
from his service in the armed
forces.

Mr. Jack Nelson (RIP)
{who came to Bora Patk in
1944 from Washinglon, DC
and operated a grocery slore)

recailed Lus passing a lew years
ago, how the Shul was packed .
when Rabbi Kaplan spoke and
how it entered a period of
decline after his passing.

I spoke o Rabbi Kapian's
daughler, Mrs. Klugman, whe
recalled a number of things
about her father. She recalled
people coming 1o their house
regularly to have Rabbi Kaplan
settle dispuics and make shalom
bayis, pcace, (cven from as far
as California on occasion?). She
secalled as a youngster some-
times being in bed when her
father had people over to seitle
disputes and hearing pcople
shouting and thinking they were
shauling at her father. Perhaps
he foliowed in the footsteps of
his Biblical namesake Aharon
Hakohein in 1erms of trying 1
seitle disputes. She also men-
tinned thal he was even includ-
ed in some of the “Who's Who™
books - an indication of his
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promincnce - and in fact one of
hc things meationed in an
cntry aboul him is a connection
with a Joewish cancilialion court
of Amcrica.

He was very active in the
vause of Iewish cducation. He
was head of the vaad hachinuch
{cducational board) of Yeshiva !
Toaras Emcs and on 1hat board !
of Yeshiva Etz Chaim (the first |
twa Yeshivas in Baro Park) and |
1 think was tnvolved in
Shulamis - the first Jewish Day
school for girls in the USA - a5,
well as being involved with the
Talmud Tarah faflemoot

tlcbrew Schioul of tis
Congregation for children who
wenl to public school. He
would often remark how he
waitted 10 perpetuate Judaism
ttrough education of 1he youth.
He was also Rabbi ol Isracl
Zion (and later Maimonides)
hospital, was involved in the
Vaad Hakashrus of Boro Park,
Vaad HaRabbonim of Boro
Park, aclive'in the Agudas
HaRobbonim of the USA and
Canada, as woll as being a well-
known speaker.
Aclivist for Shemiras
Shabhos
{Shabbath abservance)
He was an activisl in the
cause of shemiras Shabhos in
those very difficull years. At
the time almost al{ local stares
werc apen in Shabbos. “Bluc
Laws" added to the difticultics
Sabbath ubservers faced, along
with various other pressuees thal
are almost inconceivable la

. some today. The five day work

weck, legislation protectling
tighis of Sabbath obsersers 4ad
various govemment pragrams
we take for granted today, did
not cxist thea.
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Going through old ncwspa-
pers | saw a number of ¢vents
through the years by Rabbi
Kaplan for this causc. From the
1920°s { 1 recall seeing an item
from then re a mecting at the
shul for this cause) all the way
to 1950 { an advenisement in

.My, passessian.loom
“Morgen Zhurnal (Morning
Journal) newspaper of April 7,
1950, p 12 publicizing. mass
mectings across (he city (or
Shmiras Shabbos lists Cong.
Bnai Yehuda as the address Tor
the Boro Park arca with Rabbi
Kaplan as chairman), this was
an area in which the Rabbi
mvolved himself sirongly.

Mrs. Belle Haimes recalled
how her husband, Harry Haunes
{RIP) worked on a commiliee
with Rabbi Kaplan (0 try to
convince the owner of a candly
storc ncar Cong. Sons of Judah
10 keep his siore cloxed on (he
Sabbath by offering to compen-
sale him for his lost revenue,
circa 1950.

In December 1944, Rabbi
Kaplan was gitven a “life con-
tract” by his Congregation. A
news story (rom the Braoklyn
Eagle in my possession
describes that cvent in signifi-

" cant devail,

He was a frequent speaker
a\ various gatherings - his name
appears often in reporis about
various evenis. Also interesting
is that he spoke on the radio in
the 1920°s 1 saw a newspaper
advertisement 10 this «ifect
from then - he was 10 speak on
WMCA radio) - in the very
carly years of commercial radio
- for Jewish causcs.

In 1951 Rabbi Kaplan fell
ill, and after about a week,
passed away on the 16th day of
Shvat {February 1, 1951).

|
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Qunwarics of bun appeared 1n
he Yiddush Press as well as
NEWSPapers, such as the New
York Times and Brooklyn
Eagle. He was greatly moumed
at a targe funeral. His grand-
daughter, Mrs. Barbara
Rothman, recalled that 16¢th
Avenue was closed for the
funeral conege (presumably 2
much less commeon event then
than today). She also recalled
his close relationship with

STAYS
Tt 1AL

3 . R

© Window display at Boro Park Libeary, 5211 13th Avenue, 1938. The

Rabbi Dr. Isracl Schoer 271, of
Congregation Beth - El of Boto
Park. She said that Rabbi &2
Kaplan was very helpful t0
Rabbi Schom in his carly years
in America and Rabbi Schort
recalled that gratefully many
years later cven mentioning it
when culogizing onc of Rabb
Kaplan's daughters cight years
ago, whea he vemarked that he
never thought he would be pay-
ing back Rabbi Kaplan by culo-
gizing his daughter.

. women standing in the window, dr

d in an A

ican Indian cos-

tume, Is Helen P. Bolman, branch kbrarian. Building seen is a reflec-
i tion seen through window.
Fmm Collaction of Rrnnidun Public Libeans
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Also interesting was that a
gathering was held in the
Congregation on the first
anniversary (yohrzeit) of his
death, which seems to be anoth-
er event indicating his promi-
nence. While large funerals
occur at times, memorial gath-
erings a year later are much less
common. L

I hink that both for histori-
cal and religious reasons we
should remember. those who -
paved the way for us. For reli-
gious reasons there is an ele-
ment / concept of hakoras hatov
{ recognizing and being gralcful
for things that we bencfited
from). I krow of a case where a
Congregation still makes a year-
1y commemoration for their
Rabbi, from the zarly 1906's on
his yohsseit {anniversary of

death). | think that is so espe-
cially for a long serving and
pioneering Rabbi - (as opposed
[0 a more transient and less
serving onc perhaps).

May his soul be bound with
the bounds of everiasting life.

P.S. T would like to thank
many people who assisied me in
preparation of this article .
Special thanks to Judaica and
Hebraica expert Rabbi Eliezer
Kaizman, for supplying me with
copies of all three of Rabbi
Kaplan's books.

B.M. Selevan

FINK PRESS

The Fink Press, located a
4920 16th Ave. maybe the oldest
established business on 16th
Ave, in Boro Park. Isaac Fink
opened his first store at 5112
16th" Ave. in Nov. 1949 and
moved to his present localion in
19635, for a total of over St years
of printing business on 16th ave.

.-

fsaac and his wife Toby
Fink were Holocaust survivors,
were married in the D.P. Camps
o f Europe and came to the USA,
and Boro Pack in Oct. 1949,
They first fived at }572 S5 st
and in 1954 moved ta their pre~
sent address at 1444 49 st

withm%*rsgfge‘%‘nﬁ#lhwolﬁts%%
Leon. Their other children,
Hindy and Eli were bom in Boro
Park,

. Leon (RIP) attended
Yeshivah Toras Emes in B.P. and
then R.JJ.  Yeshivah in
Manbattan and then Mirrer
Yeshiva in Flatbush. He also
atlended  Yeshivah  Torah
Vodaath where he abtained
smicha or rabbinical ardination,
Leon later became a doctor of
optometry - but  sadly was
deceased last year, in 2000, [cav-
ing a wife and 5 children living
in Fiatbush.

- Hindy anended Beth Jacab
school and then Bais Yaakav of
Brooklyn HS (Rabbi Balkany)
and then Brooklyn College. She
is married to Rabbi Menachem
Lubinsky, prominent Jewish
community teader and business-
man. She is cumenily the chair-
man of the Spcech Therapy
Depl. at Tourg College and lives
in Flatbush.

Son, Eli aticnded Yeshiva
Toras Emes, then the Yeshiva in
Scranton for High Schaol and
then Yeshiva Obr Tarah in [srael,
He now works in the field of
computer science and lives in
Boro Park with his pareats.
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M. Fink related a few of his
memories of changes on 16t
ave. He remembers Rabbil
Kaplan Rabbi of the cong.. Bne
Yehuda 5311 16th Ave, before

Rabbi Kirzner. He autended his .

sermons in Yiddush someumes.
He rcmembers Canior Neches

wha was Chazan Sheni in that

shule. But Mr, Fink said he per-

sonaly attended services 2l
Rabbi Pamness’ shule at 5530 16
ave. upstairs, top floor. He also
belonged 1o the Agudath Israel
of 141h Ave. acar 46 st. That
building was sold about a year
aga lo the Viener Yeshiva, ’U’\c
Agudah is building a new build-
ing on SO st. between 15 and 16
Ave on the property that they
purchased from Mr.
Bodenheimer. l

Same of the changes 10
businesses on 16 ave. that Mr.
Fink recalled werc the food mar-
ket between 52 and $3 sueets
where the Lakewood minyan IS
now Jocated, On the comner of 52
st. there was Marcus Candy
Store; Sheinberg Grocery Stare
was on the corner of 55 st.; cur-
rent premises of Rabbi Bick's
shule on 55th st. between 15 and
16 ave. was formerly a nursing
home; Bamets dcug store was on
the comer of 51 st.; the former
apartmeant building on the carner
of 52 st was the Pupa Yeshiva
and now Lubavitch.

He pointed out thai the
printing 'business has changeld
dramatically,. Now printing 1s
done mostly by computer of

lasers. No mare lineotype or Lud
Low or hand type. Now we use:
offse1 or copy machines for the.
printing itself. The printing busi-

ness has declined a grea deal
because every office now bas &
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computer. andidges a great deal
of its own printing-The printing
business, he imdicated, is now
mostly. commercial - envelopes,
letterheads, <receipts, invitations
¢c. As we [60K:back over the
years we see many changes in
the types. of businesses and
stores in the community,
Old Newspaper.
Clippings

.Fhe following article, origi-
nally published in the Brooklyn
Eagle ncwspaper in 1944, was;
rescarched and submitted by Mr.
B.M. Selevan (an officer of the |
BPHS. It mdy be of intcrest (0
nate some of the differences and |
similarities to today's problems, |
activities and use of language.

RABBI KAPLAN ;
HONORED BY

CONGREGATION

Rabbi Mordechai A, Kaplan
Teccived a life appointment as
spiritual  lcader “of  the
Congregation Sons of Judah and
Hebrew School at installation
ceremonies held yestenday in the
temple, 5311 16th Ave,

In describing his plans for
the fure of the congregation.
Rabbi Kaplan, who has been its
head for 18 years, stated that he
was keenly inteested in develop-
Jng the Hebrew School: “My

{cont'd.

“&hief aim in life is o perpetuate
aJudaism through the youth,” he

).said 1 A
A contract stipulating the

terms of the intmént was
presented to Rabbi Kaplan by
Samuel Goldin, former President
of . the organization. Goldin
signed the document diiting his
term of office,  ~
A war bond was presented
to the rabbi by Mrs. Minnie
Cohen of the ladies auxiliary and
Mrs. Mildred Kramer of thic sis-
terthood who represented the
congregation.
Bennct Simon, a student at!
the Hebrew School, and Israel|
” Hut, 90, oldest member of the;
“ congregation, also presented;
gifts to Rabbi Kaplan.
Among the speakers honos-
ing the rabbi were Jacob 1.
Polstein, former President of the
Kings County Lawyers
Association; Rabbi Abraham
Jofen, Dean of Yeshiva Beth
Joseph: Municiple Court Justice
Daniel Guuman and Dr. Isasc
Alkelei, chief Rabbi of
Yugoslavia. About 1,000 persons
attended the ceremonies .
(Brookiyn Eagle June 1944)
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HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF

BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and bistory of Bore Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this communily by submitting
your own memories, photos and
other memorabilia. You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year ($3
retired or student) $10 - for
business or ofganization, or by
making a contribution. Send
materials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenuc, Brooklyn, NY 11219.

— e
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by Dr. Philip }. Kipust

Joseph Rabinowitz

While visiting some rela-
lives in Kew Gardens Hills,
Queens, 1 happened to be scated
next 10 Mr. Joseph Rabinowitz, a
former Boro Parker. | teok
advantage of this opportunity to
interview him about his family
history and memori¢s of Boro,
Park.

Joseph, as a young boy,
escaped from the Holocaust in
Europe with his family. They
traveled through several coun-
tries where they lived for brief
intervals until they escaped to
Cuba in 1943. They lived in.
Cuba for five ycars and came to,
the USA in 1948,

Joseph and his older brother
Jack were bom in Vienna,
Ausirie. Joseph was born in
1938 the ycar the Germans
invaded Austria. His younger
brotber, George was born in

France and his sister Matti, the
youngest child, was born in
Cuba.

The father Benedict, the
mother Alice, and the four chil-

dren lived in Havana, Cuba until ¢

1948 when and where the father
dicd of a heart attack at the age
of 46, Since then, for over 50
years, Joseph said he was never
permiticd 1o return to Cuba. In
1999 he was permitied for the
first time to visit his father’s
grave.
When his mother and four
, children emigrated to the USA in
1948 they first setiled in Boro
Park because his mother's broth-
er Leopold Grunhut and family
lived there. They sub-let one or
two rooms from a family David
and Yanka Penner on 48 st
between 13 and 14 ave. They
fived there with them for a while
and then moved o Lheir own

| orment ar 1 285-52 st above 2

" store.”

. In ordctto stpport the fam-
iy the mother started a small
catering business, working from
her’ home, called - Mrs.
Rabinowitz Catering : Joseph
remembered storing the dishes
iri onc room of their apartment.

After a couple of ysars his
mother started a crystal and gift
shop from her home. She was
encouraged to do so by her
brother Mr. Grunhut who was an
importer of crystal glass from
Czechoslovakia. They used the
two rooms facing 13th avenue
for their business. They carried
on therc business from their
home for a year or two and then
moved t0 a store across the
street, SIS 13 ave.; the store
was called Rabinowitz Gift
Shop. After a few years his
mother moved the business to
4603 13 ave.

In 1956 the family moved 1o
1648 48st. The two older broth-
ers attended Yeshiva Torah
Voddath in Williamsberg and
lived in the dormatory. The
younger brother George atiended
Yeshiva Toras Emes.

Since the children were not 1
interested in continuing the busi-
ness it was sold in 1970
(approx.) to Mr. Flohr. Flohr's
Gift Shop is now located there.
When Mrs. Rabinowitz first sold
the business she remained on as
a saleslady for the Flohr's Gift
Shop.

Joseph studied accounting'
at Bernard Baruch College as did

his: older brother and is in
accounting business today.
Joseph moved out of Boro
Park_when he married Rivkie
Steinmetz from Washington
Heights. He lived in Washington
Heights, N.Y, far about one year
and aow lives in Quecens. i

»
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Joseph's oldest brother fack =

passed away in 1983 at the age
of 46, the same age as Lheic
father when he passes away in
Cuba. George is alse an accoun-
tamt and lives in California.
Sister Matti married Mechel
Grass of Boro Park and moved
ta Kew Garden’s, Queens.
After the children were mar-
ried his mother moved to an
apariment house al 4910 15 ave.
She passed away in 1994 at the
age of 81 due to a heart auack.
Eulagies were delivercd by the
Debreciner Rav, the previous
Mattesdorfer Rav, and Rabbi

Munk, atl of B.P. as well as oth-.

ers.
Mother's nephews, Kalman

and Simcha Grunhut are in the ;

Astor  Chocolatc  Business.
Kalman sull lives in Boro Park.

B.P. MEMORIES

Some Boro Park memorics
that Joseph shared include the
folowing

* When his family came to
B.P. they auwended prayer ser-
vices at the Debreciner Rav
Rabbi Moshe Stern. At that time
this synagogue moved about 5 ar
6 times to different locations
until they came to the current
permanent quarters at 4914 16

ave. For a while they -used a
stare front an (8 ave near 44 si;
for a while they used a room in
the Beth Jacob school then locat-
ed at 1413 45 s¢t. and other loca-
tions.

* The Rabinowitz family
alsa attended prayer services fre-
quently at the Agudath [srael at
4511 14 ave. Some of his friends
from that synagague now live
near hiln and attend services
wilh him in Kew Gardeas Hills,
One of them is Willie Rosenfeld
whose mother owned a chil-
dren's clothing store on 16 ave
between S| and 52 st

e
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* He enjoyed the Friday
night program when the 5 Jarge
shuls in Boro Park had joint lec-

" turc programs with the Rabbis of |
these shuls alternating as speak-
ers and each would speak in a i
shul not his own. He said he
looked forward to-these pm-'
grams and -temembers Rabbi’
Swift and Rabbi Schorr.

* Joseph said that the first
time in his life that he ever saw
snow wa in B.P. when he was
about 10 years old. When he
breathed in the outside cold air
and saw what looked like smoke
coming out of his mouth it
frightened him at first.

= The first time he ever saw
a chasidic striemel was in Boro
Park. His uncle took him to visit
the previous Chuster Rav and
was curious about what he was
wearing on his head. That
streime! didn’t 100k like the ones
chasidim wear today.

= Joseph said he always was
fond of Boro Park. When he
came to visit his mother he
always said that B.P. was a beau-
tiful place to live in and he stilll
thinks so.

TERESA STERNE
(RIP)

(Ed. - The following article
written by Ms. Lucille Posner,
an officer of the Boro Park Hist.’
Soc., highlights the memorial
services held for the late Teresa |
Sterne (RIP), which she ammd-.J
ed. This column has feanu‘cd4
articles by and about Ms. Sterne

v in the past. We thank Ms. Posner
‘for her numerous interesting
contributions to this column and
the history of B.P.)

In 1930, Teresa Sterne was
three years old when she moved
to 1657 49th Street, a one-fami-
ly house that her family had just )
bought. In 1939, Teresa made.,
her professional debut as a!
pianist. She performed in presti-
gious concert halls and received
glowing reviews. A child prodi-
gy, major newspagers printcd
articles about her.
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When she became an adult,
Teresa decided against pursuing |
a career as a pianist . In 1955,
she moved to an apartment in
Manhattan. From 1965 o 1979,
she was the director of Nonesuch
Records. Her records ot compos-
er Scout Joplin's music revital-
ized interest in raglime music,
During her tenure, she produced |
about 500 records, including
classical music and music of the
carly 1900’s. She was the first
person to sead musicologists to
foreign countries, such as Tibet
and India, to record folk music.

Tn November 1999, Teresu
was diagnosed with Lou.
Gehrig’s Disease, for which

“there is no cure. Before she died
on December 10, 2000, she stip-
ulated that there be no funeral
service, but indicated that she
had no objection to a memorial
service.

Her memorial service was
arranged by scveral of her close

| friends. It was held on March 29,
200t (Teresa’s 74th birthday)
and was altended by about 200

LONG LIFE auto spriNg co.inc. |

WHEFI

ALIGNMENT]

AUTO SPRING‘S BR’_AKES.

30-04 Fort Hamilton Parkway. Opened 1914 as the Moon

Theairo. 400 seats. Name changed to the American Theatre in

1925. Closed in 1831. 1979 photo shows a.montuu as an auto
repair shop. (B.P.H.S. A{chvcc)
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people: her {riends, musicians
she recorded, and music lovers
whose lives had been enriched
by her recordings. The memorial
service consisted of musical per-
formances by some of her

recording artists, interspersed -
with brief eulogies by groups of |

four people. Excerpis from eulo-
gies follow:

= Teresa was a unique pet-
son. Although highly verbal, she
retained her personality even
when the disease caused her to
lose the power of speech.

» She was a complex indi-
vidual, a little difficult at times,
particularly in demanding noth-

ing less than perfection from her .

recording artists. One musician

recalled an incident when he was |
in her office and Teresa was |

herating him for not achieving
perfection. While he was in the
office, a booking agent phoned
Teresa and criticized the musi-
cian's ability. Teresa praised the
musician to the sky!

* With great taste and wide _

knowledge of music, she made
the right decisions on whom and
what to record.

» She had many interests,
and enjoyed discussing movies
and the political scene,

* Her Legacy lies in the
wonderful music that she record-
ed.

* She selected the name |

Nonesuch for her recording !

company from the label on her
favorite brand of mincemeat.

* in October 2000, she was
awarded a Letler of Distinction

by the Modern Music Center,
where she served on the Board
for six years.

At the memorial service,
photos of Teresa - ranging from
her career as a child pianist to
het mature years - were dis-
played on a walt. Below the pho-
tos, on a sheif, lay a recently
released CD (that includes some
of Teresa’s childhood piano
tecitals). Next to the CD lay a

stack of Teresa's famous (to her
friends) recipe for mandel brod
(almond bread). A wine and
cheese reception followed the
memorial service!

Throughout all her years in
Manbhattan, Teresa still thought
of the house on 49th Strect as her
home, coming hack frequentiy to .
visit and paying for repairs and™
housecleaning. Around 1993,
Teresa joined the Executive
Committee of the Boro Park
Historical Society. She wrote
several articles about her ycars
in Boro Park, many of them
focusing on her house, which
she described with great love.
She described the dark wood of

which her house was constructed
and recalled that, when she was |

a little girl, she sat on the stairs

made of golden oak and glazed |

at the beautifut wood paneling
that formed tle doors and walls.
She wrote of the house’s 44 win-
dows, from which you had-a
view in all four directions. On
her fast night in her house, she
sang a Yiddush lullaby to the
house - one that her grandmoth-
er had sung to her - in fond
farewell,

Not one member of Teresa's
family was left alive, and the
house may have become 2 sub-

stitute for her family. In 1995,:

the day finally came when,
because of reduced finances,
Teresa had to sell the house.
Although the new owner had
originally inteaded to live in the
house, his wife's poor health

didn't allow him to do, soy and
the house was soon demolished,
much to Teresa's great distress.
During her iliness, Teresa
had around-the-clock nursing
care but was able to live at
home. When tier illness was first
diagnosed, she appointed her
friend Norma Hurlburt as her
heaith proxy, to make decisions
when she was no longer able to
d0 so. During her iliness, her

apstairs neighbor and ’friend.-:
Alen Dickstein, stopped by fre-
quently to visit. One of her _
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friends invited her to dinner
:very Thanksgiving. And let us
10l forget the 200 people who'
attended her memorial service.
Teresa, if you'd only known
- with friends like those, you
really don't need family!
Lucille Posner

COLONY SHOP

We recently found an old
bill from the “Colony Shop”.
dated May 13, 1965. The store
was located at 4804 13 ave.

The bill was for a white
beaded bag { a ladies bag) and
priced at $17.00 plus taxr The
Colony,Shop sou)ladﬂs items
such as gloves, pockcl booaks,
scarfs etc.

Located at this address cur-
rently we have two shops;
Europian Designer Fabrics and
Hi Baby Inc.

CORRECTIONS

Two  corrections  were
>rought to our attention by Mr.
Shmuly Goldstein of Goldstein
2ress re; lhc‘March 01, issue.

1) The article about Rabbi
Mordechai Aharon Kaplan
should read “In 1907 he emigrat-
ed toAmerica..." (instead of
1970).

2) The articlc about Fink
Press should read, “Curreat

ipremises of Yeshivat M'kor
Chaim at 1571 55 st. was for-
merly a nursing home..” (not
Rabbi pick's Shul)

Help Preserve the

History of Boro Park

You can help prese: ve the histo-
ry and pride of Baro Park by
submitting your memories and
family history in the commauni
ty. You can also help by joining
the B.P.H.S. Dues arc minimal
only $5 per year (33 for stu-
dents or retired people). $10 for
business of organizations. Lifc
membership is $100 for individ-
uvals and $200 for business or
organizations.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

= by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

RABBI YOSEF =
YITZCHOK PARNES
(0.B.M.)

y The Tzadik of Boro Park

. Boro Park is probably the @

largest Orthodox and Chasidic
Community in the United States
today, perhaps evea in the world.
It probably has more Yeshivos
and synagogues (shuls) than any
other Jewish Communitly and the
largest Orthodox population.
One could walk throughout
Boro Park and have difficulty
finding an open store on
Shabbos. The streets on Shabbos
ae quict with bhardly a car pass-
ing.

it wasn’1 always that way. [n

the first half of this century,

especially before WWII this
community had a very smatl per-
centage of Orthodox lews and
almost no chasidim. It had very

few Jewish schools or shuls.
What brought about this change
from Jewish religions wasteland
10 Onthodox Jewish Center?

One could offer various
valid explanations for these
changes - sociological, historical
cven economical. One explana-
tion we could suggest might be
due o some early Tzadikim
(saintly, pious, individuals} who
scitled here and had impoctant
influences on the religious
developmenm of the neighbor-
hood. One such Tzadik was
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Parnes
* (O.B.M)

Boro Park is a relatively
new community, a little more
than 100 years old. During its
carly years as a community it
was very sparsely populated,
consisting mainly of farmlands
and undeveloped arcas. It was a
suburb, at first attracting the
more affluent familics who were

escaping from the congested
quarters of other heavily popu-
Jated areas of the city to the more
comfortable country like, or
park like living of this newly
developing neighborhood.
The 1920’s was a period of
rapid growth, when many Jews
moved into Boro- Park. The
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movement was facilitated by the .

growth and extension of public
transportation making the area
more accessible. By 1930, it has
been reliably estimated, more
than half of the Boro Park popu-
lation of about 50,000 was then
Jewish, The other half was main-
ly Italian and Irish. Yosef
Yitzchok Parmmes moved to Boro
Park from the Lower East Side
of Manhattan in 1923.

In order 1o fully understand
and be able ta evaluate the influ-
ence and contribution of the man
onc must understand what
Jewish lifc was like in Boro Park
in 1923 when he arrived. The
large synagogucs were already
built and established by that time
and there may have been 2 or 3
small shuls. There were as yet no
chasidic Rebbes in the commu-
nity. On Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur the synagogues werc
filled o capacity and many addi-
tional high holiday scrvices were
held in rcated quarters in order
10 accommodate the overflow
ctowds of worshippers. But on
the usual Shabbos and other hol-
idays the synagogues werc not
cven half full. There were addi-

* tional early Saturday services in

the synagogues on Shabbos and
Holidays in order te accommao-
date those who had to  go to
business or work but still wanted
to attend services or had to recie
Kaddish for a departed parent.
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There were several Talmud
Torahs (Hebrew afternoon‘
schools) in Boro Park at that
tme, usually affiliated with a
synagogue but there were also a
few privately operated. Therc
was one Hebrew Day School or
Yeshiva in operation then called
the Hebrew Tlastitutc of Boro
Park or Yeshivat Etz Chaim.
This school at that time empha-
sized teaching Hebrew Janguage

and culture. This was probably
the first Hebrew Day School in
the USA.

All the stores and busincss-
es were in full operation on
Sawrdays and Jewish holidays.
Thineenth Ave on Saturdays was
almost as busy as it is today on
Sundays. Only bulcher stores
and maybe a handful of other
stores throughout Boro Park
were closed on Saturdays, lt was
very difficult, almost impossible
for one to obiain employment if
he didn't work on Sawurdays.

One would never se¢ a man
or child wearing a yarmulke in
the street and cedtainly not a talis
(prayer shawl} or chasidic cloth-
ing. It was rear to se¢ a yarmulke
even inside a house. One would
varely hear a Jewish oc Hebrew
name mentioned in the smeet

~Some Jews even changed their
_family names so that it wouldn’t «

sound Jewish.

This is the environment into
which Yoseph Yitzchok Pames
moved. 2

In order to understand the
person motivation and hehavior
of Yosef Yilzchok Pames it is
necessary to get a glimpse into
his family background. He was
the only son of the wealthy busi-
nessman Avrohom Yehoshua and
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wife Tema from Dukla, Galleia
(Poland). His very armival into
this world, his family says, was
brought about through a miracle
and blessing of the Sanzer

married o Faiga Freydd
Horowitz, a descendant of the
famous Rabbi called the Shich.
She was a very pious woman and
a holy helpmate to him through-

and yecamed to reium to Galicia
However the Rebbe ptophedqal-
ly advised him against relurning
and advised him to bring his

Rebbe, the Divrei Chaim.

Avrohom Yehoshua and
Tema previously had ten chil-
dren who did not survive. When
she becamie pregnant again this
time they both journeyed 10 the
Sanzer Rebbe to request a bless.

_ing from him so the that they

oul their life wgether.

Yosef Yitzchok went into
business and became a success.
ful and wealthy merchant.
However the wheels of fortune
turned and he became very poor,
$0 poor that he decided he must
B0 to America in order o eamn a
living. He went to scek advice

wife and children over 1@
America,

The Rcbbe told Yosef
Yitzchok that he was confident

that country because of his self
sacrifice for his religious princi-
pais and he won't be influenced
by his environment negatively.

_ that he would be successful in |

have a child who would live.
They went to this holy man close
10 his time of prayer and begged
and pleaded at Jength. She said
she wouldn't leave until the
Rebbe granted her request. The
Rebbe went through some
motions and expressions which
secmed to indicate anger and

Yosef Yitzchok obeyed every
word of the Rebbe and while in
America encircled himself with
a small group religiously stricily
observant people in order to
avoid the influences of the irreli-
gious environment. He never
went (o visit any of the sights,
never wenlt on vacation but lived

from the Dumbrover Rebbe, one
of the few Rebbes at the time
before WWI, who permitted his
chasidim (disciples) 1o €migrale
to America. The Rebbe sent him
off 10 America in 1908 with his
blessings and assurance that
with Heaven's help he would be

denial but when th ¢ couple Jeft

the room, the chasidim outside
who heard the words of the
Rebbe and were familiar with
(he Rebbes ways in these mat-
1ers, joyously wished them
Mazel Tov, They remarked “we
wish we could be helped the way
you have been”. Within a few
months Yosef Yitzchok had been
born and survived.

The child was bom in the 1

month of Teves 1874 during the
week in which the Torah reading
deals with Joseph (Yoseph),
therefore upon the advice of the
Rebbe they named the baby
. Yoseph and Yitzchok after an
uncie. Shortly after this the
Sanzer rebbe was called 10 his
eternal  abode and  Yosef
Yitzchok forever called himselfl
a Sanzer chasid (disciple) right
from his mother's womb. He
then attached himself to the
*Rebbe’s son, Rebbe Yechezkel
Shraga of Shiniver.

Scveral other supematural
incidents occurred to him during
his years of growing up and
studying Torah. He was fater

able to maintain his spiritual
level even in America,

After a short stay Yosef
Yitzchok wrote 1o his Rebbe
complaining that he was afraid
to remain in America because of
the weak religious cavironment

Photos taken in 1979 of 5610 16
ave, Pames residence and
shule. Store then rented used
as "18 Ave Markel® selling chick-
ens and eggs. At - see metal
plate over recessed mezuzah on
door post. (courtesy B.P.H.S.
arcives)

Pames House Mezuzah

his days and years in piety and
servitude to G-d. He didn't
depart from the teachings and
traditions of his pious parents
and Rebbe one drop, one¢ iola,
This example will help @
illustrate his tenacious and strict
adherence to his religious teach-
ings and observance. His father
became very ill in Galicia and he
yearned to visit him and sc¢ him
before it was 100 late. However,
when he was told that he must
take a photo for his passport, be
tefused, He never permitied 2
photo to be taken of hi{n
throughout his life because of his

(%
8
i g

5510 16 ave.
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strict religious interpretation and
observance, He therefore wrote
10 his father and asked what o

. do._His, father responded and.

said that he understands and for-
gives him and advised him not to
depart (rom his traditions and
not to take a photo. The (ather
“and son bridied their feclings
and never saw cach other again.
This is but one of numerous
examples of his dedication and
* s¢ll sacrifice 1o perform, ail of
the biblical commandments 10
the fullest degree.

When his family came to
America in 1911 they seuled on
the Lower East Side as was com-
mon then for most of the Jewish
immigcants. He was interested in

v carning a modest living in order
10 provide a simple dwelling and
other necessities for his family
dnd enable him to give generous-
ly to charity. When his family
first amived he lived with his
wife and ¢ight children in 2 hum-
ble apartment on the top floor,
without heat. When he wasn’t
able to pay the rent he and his

family were mercilessly put on
the street. There were no welfare !
or other government programs !
then 10 provide for the poor and
needy. He then raised his hands
10 Heaven and declared, “Al-
mighty, I served you in wealth,
thank G-d 1 can also serve you in
poverty. A merciful man soon |
took pity on the family and
f:l'l'cred him a roof over his head
in the ceflar of his house. Some
years later he lived on Lewis St.
between Broom and Delancy

Sis. and established his own
shule there.

Yosef Yitzchok Parnes
mov'ed o Boro Park with his
family of eight children in 1922
or 23 for reasons which are not .

quite clear. He purchased a
house at 5510 16.ave. which has
2 store and two stories above it.
He immediately established his
own shule on the top floor, in
accordance with the strict reli-
gious regulations or halochos
and all who auended had to walk
up two flighis of stairs, He main-
1ained the store for himself
where he and his wife sold some
dry goods and notions in order 10
support themselves very modest-
ty.

Rabbi Pames immediately -

built 2 mikvah (ritual bath) for
himsell right behind his store,
This may very well have, been
the first Mikvah in Boro Park.
He never used electricity in his

home _on_Shahbos, Je_woaliy

light long candles for light.
When reirigerators came into
us¢ he would wm off his refrig-
erator for Shabbos and the ice
man would deliver ice to his
house every Friday for use in
kecping his food cold. He wore
white garments (Bekish), white,
socks -and" p° shireimer “on-’
Shabbos. Keep in mind all these
were 1aking place in the Old
Boro Pack described previously.

&g

5510 16ih ave
Pames House
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On Shabhos, from Friday
night 1o Sat. night he tried not 10
speakat all. When absolutely
necessary he would say a few
words in Hebrew. The day was
devoted o prayer and study. He

was a very beautiful Baal TeGilah
. {cantor) who led the prayer scr-
. vices, al} of his life, until the last
1 few years of his life. However,
he would never accept any pay-
ment for these services.
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok
Pammes passed away in 1967 on
! the Hebrew date of 28 Nissan at
the ripe old age of 93, having
lived in Boro Park over 44 years.

Anecdotal Glimpses
of the Man

In order to understand this
man more fully; to help gain
more insight into his character, -
piety, life style, and personality.
wo main sources of information
were used: Onec was a serics of
interviews with several close rel-
 atives and friends and the second
was a book called Michton
LeDovid, written in Hebrew by
three grandsons Menachem
Mendel, Machman Tzvi and
Binyamin Beinish Parnes which
include a brief biography of
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok at the end.
These interviews were done by
this columnist many ycars ago
and many of the interviewces are

no longeralive.

Miriam . Rosenblait,
{0.B.M.) a daughter, pointed out
that her father would not permit
anyone to calt him Rabbi. He
insisted-that he be. called Mr.
Parnes. She remembered that
aftes he moved 1o Boro Park,

W spole on
the Lower 1de, missed him

so, that they Iraveled cvery
Saturday night 10 his shule in
Boro Park to visit him. Traveling
then from the Lower East Side 10
Boro Park by train was quile 2
long and complicated trip in
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thosg days; When -they came
they “stayed{'for the traditional
sat. night meal called Melave
Malka. Mrs.: Rosenblann added
that she cooked the Melave
Malka meals each week. Her
“chosen™ {Fiance) at thar time
also visited her on Saturday
nights and joined in at (he
Melave Malka. She said her

father once advised his newly |
married son to donale all his
wedding gifts 0 a very needy

charity. The son did so and went

" inlo business and was very suc- |

cessful.

Mrs. Rosenblait related an .

interesting incident. Once he

noticed from the back windows
of his house on |6tk ave, that a
small chiid, about 2 years old, of
a neighbor, an laliap family, was
crawling on (he window sill next
10 an open sccond floor window.
Under the open window was an
open cellar door with iron steps.
Rabbi Parmes ran from the mik-
vah (ritual bath) wrapped in a
bath 10wel, a|| the way up to the
neighbors apartment and saved
the child who already had ons
foot out of the window,

The c¢hild's mother had gone
to the grocery store and left

when s rewurnied  she
Imost fainted from the fright of
the incident. She thanked Rabbi
Pames and said he was semt by
G-d.

When the child grew up he
would say, “That Rabbi saved
my tifc.” The TDalians in the
ncighborhood had the highest
respect for Rabbi Parnes and
called him a saint.

Mrs, Rosenblatt afso said
that her parents wanted their
children to live with them Jor
one or two years when they were
firsi married. They had a speciat
3 room apanmen sei aside for
thal purpose. "My father's word
was holy 10 each ¢hild,” she said,
“they did whatever he requesied.
The love and respect for the par-
cnts by his children was uemen-
dous, very unusual.”

I remember the incident of
an ltalian lady who came to our
house selling notions. The
woman Jooked hungry so the
first thing I did was olter her
something (o cat. 1 gave her (two
sandwiches. She scemed (am-
ished and was so thankful she
kissed my hand. Thar | learncd
from my parents 1u be kind 10
every living creature, even ani-
mals, any of G-d's creawres.
My father looked like sn angel
and people who knew him
respecied and revered him

Nechg Neiman

Another daughter, Necha
Neiman, {0.B.M.) recalled that
on Shabbos, "We used no gas or
electrivity. We ate only vald lood
on Shabbos. She alsa remi-
nisced.” Many people uscd 10
come 1o my father for advice
aboul marriage, about polenual
matches of couples, about busi-
ness maiters aboul religious mat-
lers and other things. He was
very horest and in all his deal-
ings. They had onc price for all
in their Dry Good Siore, §
-remember for example. that he
sold two pairs of socks for 25¢

“but one pair he wauly give lor

12¢. When he measurcd maierial

or zibbons 10 scll he always

included a litle oxira Just ta

make sure that he was giving an
. honest measuyre.

Vetve) Parney

Velvel Parnes, a grandson,
srecalled the atmosphere  of
Shabbos evening  praycrs
{Mincha) and \he evening
Shalosh Seuda meal in the shule.
These ook piace in complele
darkness because they used no
clectricity on Shabbos and (he
long candles had already burnt
Oul. “Whal an atmosphere; whay
respect and awe everyone had
for my grandfather,” he recalied,
“He never accepted maoney [rom
anyone for favors or advice or
blessings,”

“In tater years. he conin-
ued, “he owned a share in his
SOn’s business in the Ladies
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Garment Center called “Liberty
Belts™ and used his share of the
income entirely for charity. He
helped bring back many _losl
Jewish souls 10 theie rchgmqs
raots. He also had a song posi-
live religious influence on his
own children and grandehildren.

Judab Biston (O.B.M,) said
his parents were very close to
Rabbi Parnes, they felt like fam-
ily. They were greatly helped by
Rabbi Parpes’ blessings and
advice. He said Rabbi Pames
would get insulted if someone
called him Rabbi, my name is
Mr. Pames™ he would say.

Judab continued “F remem-
ber taking Rabbi Parnes to the
bank beforc Chanukah. Il was
the First National City Bank on
13th ave. and 55 st. Rabbi
Pacnes always made his own
wine. He brought some wine for
the bank manager as a gift for
Chanukah. When Rabbi Pames
walked into the bank all the peo-
ple who were sitling staod up for
him and bowed their heads out
of respect.”

“He wore 2 while Kapatah
(robe). He would never permit
any photos taken of him and
would tear up any films, and pay
tor them, if photos were taken 9f
him. He had his owna mikvah in
which he bathed daily. It was ice,
cold in the winter."

Judah's mother had once
been a dressmaker and she usc(?
lo make all of Rabbi Parnes
clothing, made of silk, in orfiex
ta avoid the religious prohibition
of Shatnez (mixing of woal and
linen.) In those days there were
no Shatnez labs to test for shat-
nez and no way to test store pur-
chased clothing.

“Many pecple came to
Rabbi Parnes for charity or
blessings or advice. He was very
warm and friendly and spoke 0
each persan with love and com-
passion. He always looked for
the merit, the good side of a per-
son." Judah cantinued.
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Judah recalled that Rabbi
Parhes had a special metal plate
pul over the mezuzab on his
front door. The mezuzah was
recessed in the door post. (see
photo)

Peay] Bodner

Pear! (Parnes) Bodner, 2
granddaughter living on 44 St
remembers  her  grandfather
fondly. She recalled, as a child.,
going thers for the holidays of
Simchat Torah. Her uncics came
in from distant places for th hol-
iday, bringing 10ys for the chil- |
dren. She remembered  her. |
grandmother (o0 be an immacu-
laiely clean person and  her
grandfather zhhough he worc
special clothes was always

Uresed mon gow (2fei4 § 1024, 00
OO N whdbidaineicnr s ays
chided us not to throw crumbs
on the floor.

She remembercd Aunt
Nechi gelting married on a
Friday altemoon in grandfathers
backyard and the wedding meal
was a Melava Malka meal
Saturday night in grandfathers
shule,

She said, “Grandfather
made his own Garlic fish and
gave it oui 1o all his children for
Shabbos, He was always
involved in helping people and
aliracting them to their Jewish
roets and mainlained very high
religious and ethical standards.”

She remembered going
along to pick up milk from the
Balsam farm as there was no
Cholov Yisroel (kosher milk) for
sale in any of the stores. She said
“grandmolher made her own
cheese, buller, chalos and most
other prepared foods,” because
they wouldn't eal store pur-
chased processed food. §n those
dys there were no kosher super-
YISIDR agencies.

I REMEMBER BORO PARK {cont'd.
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Temmy (Gluckowsky)
Beck,an other granddaughier.

who was brought up in Boro
Park but now lives in Flaibush,
recalls that her grandfather was a
very colorful person. “He looked
so royal so princely and people
came from all over io see him.
When they lcft they backed
“away respectfully.”

She said, “He bad loads of
patience and wauld always
answer my questions with love
and palience. He was 2 very
charitable man and gave a lot of
money to charity. 1 remember
that he always prepared onc dish
himself in honor of Shabbos."

“When 1 was about to be
married to my war pilot hus-
band” she added, “my parents
were opposed to the marnage:
we went to my grandfather, the
Patriarch of the family for his
advice. He gave his blessing and
said it would be geod. It tumed
oul to be very good.”

She said people came to him
from all over for blessings or
advice because of illness, family
or financial problems or couldn’
have children and many were
helped.

Temmy teminisced fondly,
He knew eight languages but he
also knew Lh e language of each
heart, Hec understood each
child's own personality and

2001

needs, encouraging one with a |

litle bribe, one with an iotellec-
tual argument and onc with a
kiss.”

Rabhj Elias Schwarlz
Rabbi Elias Schwarrz who
was Principal/Dean of Yeshiva
Taras Emes for over half a cen-
tury said that Rabbi Pames was
very much involved in the

establishment and development -

of Yeshiva Toras Emes in the

w lurthering Jewssh educauon -
and sent all of his Boro Park &
grandchildren 10 Yeshivas Toras
Emes.

Once, Rabbi Schwartz said
he went to visit Rabbi Pames on
an issue related to Toras Emes
and was amazed to find that his
shule was on the op fioor.
Rabbi Schwartz added that he
doesn't think the world. or indi-
viduals really knew Rabbi
Parnes or recognized his great-
ness. He considered him to be a
holy man, hidden Tzadik.

Heshy Parnes, a grandson, and|
well known in the Boro Park
Sewish Community for his chas-i
itable wark, gave me a capy of
the book, Michtomn LeDovid.
mentioned earlier, and filled in a
few items about his grandfather.
When asked why his grandfather
decided to move to Boro Park
originally he said he could only
guess thal he may have been
concerned about his children’s
development and may have
thought he wouid be able to con-
trol the environmental influ-
ences better in a new, less con-
gested arca. He added that his
grandfather never went on vaca-
tion, never left his house except
for performing a Mitzvah or on
important occasions. Rabbi
Pammes would get involved in
Jewish Community Projects in

- order to make sure that all reli-

gious laws were upheld.
Although he prayed in his own
shule generally, when Yeshiva
Toras Emes started services and
needed to have a minyan {a quo-
rum of ten aduft men) he ook 2
cah daily to pray with them as a
sign of support and atd. Whea
someone opened a small shule
near him Rabbi Pammes went over
ta him in the middle of the night
to offer him financiat and other
support even though he might be
competing for the same peaple.
Rabbi Pames cansidered himself
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a Sanzer Chosid,

Heshy Parnes also indicated that
his grandfather would eal no
meal because he wanted to be
absotutely certain about the
highest standard of kashrus of
any food he ate. He ate chicken

. but had the shochet (slaughterer)

come 10’ his house to slaughter
the. chicken in front of him.
Grandmother made ail the food
even ground pepper, they would-
n't buy any processed food.

The shule at 5510 16 ave is still-;

. in operapidn and family mem-

bets dive in the building. They
sall have,.a built in succah, 2

© mooms, in back of the store with

built in heat. He said his grand- |
father would move in and live
there for eight days.

and

When 1 was a young boy
auending Yeshivas Toras Emes, I .

remember seeing Rabbi Pamnes
when he came to visit the
Yeshivah Toras Emes on one
occasion. He was taken to the
different classrooms by the prin-
cipie so that he could observe the
children learning, Toras Emes
was them located at 4407 12 ave.

The principle at that time
was Rabbi Shapiro. Several of
Rabbi Parnes' grandchildren
were in my Hebrew class, name-
ly Yisroel Rosenblatt (O.B.M.),
Avrohom  Rosenblait, and
Yaakov Gluckowsky (O.B.M),
and his visit might have been
more memorable 16 me for that
reason. | remember that he

* looked so regal; wall and slim and

all dressed in white.

I also know of Rabbi Pames
because my father and grandfa-
thet had attended services at his
shule on occasion and my father

had visited Rabbi Parnes for

advice ang blessings.

et

-

The Rosenblatt's mentioned
above at that time lived in the
apartment house on 43 st corner
12 ave (prob 1203 43s1), the
Gluckowsky famity lived on 15
ave near 43 su.

There are still a number of
descendants of Rabbi Parnes liv-
ing in Boro Park. There are
eleven names listed in the Boro
Park telephone directory with
the sumame Pames (note
spelling). There are a few grand-
childrea with sumame Neiman.
Two of them are the owners of
Perfect Locksmith at 5t13 13
ave;, one operates a locksmith
store at 5510 16 ave the original
Parnes residence. Granddaughter
Pearl Bodner lives in B.P. and
gtandson Rosenblatt lives in

- Flatbush. There are many great

grandchildren and other relatives
of various names also living in
Boro Park. 3

Because of his- song reli-
gious dedigation and self sacri-
fice and because of his loveable
and respeciable personality and
all his efforts, Rabbi Yosef

Yitchnk Pamnes undoubtedly was
an 1mportant influence in the

religious development of this
CoOmMmunity.

DEAR DR. KIPUST
{ just learned that Joseph
Dube, age 102, died in March of
a cerebral hemorhage, He was
the son of Newman Dybe, who
founded the Israel Zion Hospital
in I919 {(now Maimonides
Hospital) and the Park Surgical
Company (New Utrecht Avenue
and 501h Steeet in 1930, Joseph
Dube worked in Park Surgical
until his retirement in 1985,
when he was 86 years old,
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His father, Newman, Dube,
died at the age af 101 and
worked in  Park Surgical
Company untl the very end.
Although completely blind, he
felt that working keeps a pecson
interested in life.

Joseph Dube lived in 2
relicement facility in -Tucson,
Arizona since 1995. He kept
busy with his combination
hobby and mitzvah - installing
doorbells for other senior citi-
zens.

The Boro Park Histarical
Society extends condolences o
his brother, Daniel (who at the:
age of 92, still works al Park:
Surgical). his son, Donald, and
his three grandchildren.

Lucille Posner

(Ed. We thank Lucille
Posner an officer of the B.PH.S.
for her interesting contribugion).

Help Preserve Boro
Park History

You can help preserve the
history and pride of Boro Park
by submitting upir memaories
and family historyin the commu-
nity. You can also help by jtfir!v
ing the B.PH.S. Dues are mini-
mal only $5 per year (33 for sw-
dents or retired people). $10 for
business or organizations. Life
membership is $100 for individ-
vals and $200 for business or
organizations.

Thank You
Dr. Philip J. Kipust
Outstanding Article
Jacque Friedman
Publisher
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK -
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
' ANNUAL MEETING
JUNE 4, 2001
Jacque Friedman, President !
of the Boro Park Historical

Society (BPHS) welcomed the :

audience (o Lthe meeling and
noted the presence of kra Kluger.

Co-President of the Canarsie i

Historical Sociely.

Lucille Posner, Secretary :

and Acquisitions Chairman of

the BPHS, introduced guest .

speaker, Robert Furman. Mr,
Furman moved from Manhattan
1o Brooklyn in 1968 and now
lives in Kensinglon, adjeining
Boro Park. He became interesied
in the history of World War 1l in
elementary school. Gradually. he
became interested in the history
of earlier times. His area of
expertise is old maps.

Aboul five years ago, while
on a tour of Prospect Park, he

was surprised 1o learn that Battle
Pass, which- runs through
Prospect Park, is the only pre-
sumed battlefield of the
American Revolutionary War in
a large American city. However,
the sile is not well marked. Mr.
Furman decided to try 1o rectify
the situation.

He found out that, in 1995,
Congress had appropriated
$10,000 for an archeological
survey of the Marylander Burial
Site al 3rd Avenue and 8th
Street. Al the time, no human
remains could be detected. [t is
hoped 1hat, with the use of new
archeological technology,
human remains and/or antifacts
will be detected.

‘Governor Pataki expressed
an interest in developing her-
ltage trails of 1he American

Revolution in all five boroughs
of New York City. To this end.
Mr. Furman researched old maps
of the Battle of Brooklyn at the

Brooklyn Country Clerk’s
office, the Brooklyn Histarical
Society, and the Brooklyn Public
Library. He identified the exact
route that the American and
British soldiers 100k on their
way 10 the Baule of Brooklyn.
He is the President of Brooklyn
Heritage, Inc, which has
received support from members
of (he New York State Senate
and the New York Siate
« Assembly,

Robert Furman

Guest Speaker

Robert Furman displayed an
old map of the Battle al
Brooklyn, o 1776, what is now
Brookiyn consisted of six towns
(consisting largely . of hilts,
woods, and farms) with a toal
population of about 5,000. The
Town of Brooklyn was the most
popitlous. George Washington,
Commander-in-Chief of the
Continental Army, realized that
the British would try 10 accupy
Manhattan and spiit the colonies
in haif al the Hudson River. This
would preatly weaken the
Continental Army. To prevent
this, General Washington moved
his army from Manhattan o
Brooklyn, the logical place for
. the British to land their forces.

At the time, England had the
largest navy in the world.
English battleships reached the
Narrows in July 1776 and landed
.about 40,000 soldiers in Staten
Island and from there landed the
soldiers at Greavesend Bay and
{what is now) Bay Ridge. Since

15,000 American soldiers were
in Brooklyn, The Continental
Army was outnumbered by
almost three-to-one. British
tcoops, unopposed, marched
down Old New Utrecht Road,
passing through {what is now)
Boro Park, on their was to thet
Town of Flatbush and Gowanus.’
The Main part of the British
forces marched down Kings
Highway.

The goal of the Continental
Army was to prevent the British
from occupying (what is naw)
Brooklyn Heights where they
would be able to fire their can-
nons at Manhattan. The
Caontinental Army had erected
forts 4t vanous paints along the
shore of Brooklyn Heights and
Wallahout Creek.

On August 26 and 27, 1776,
General Howe divided the
British Army inlo three parts.
One part began to fight near
(what is now) Greenwood
Cemeiery, 10 fool  the
Americans.  Actually , the
British wanted to get around
Jamaica Pass. The Americans
had loolishly neglected o guard
Jamaica Pass and were sur-
‘rounded by British soldiers, who
toak passession of the Old Stone
House at {wnat is now} 3rd
Avenue and 8th Street) . The Old
Stone House was attacked about
five or six times by a regiment of
400 saldiers feom Maryland
(probably the best trained
American troops in Braoklyn al
the lime). As a result of the
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auack by the Maryland woop,
the Contincntal Army was able
10 reweal 1oward Brooklyn
Heights. But the Maryland troop
paid dearly for their bravery. Of
the 400 men in the Maryland
regiment, about 256 men were
killed; the rest were able to
rejoin the Continemtal Army. In
all, about 1,500 American sol-
diers were killed in the Baule of
Brooklyn., more than in any
other battle of 1he American
Revalution.

General Washington held a
council of war in Brooklyn
Heights and the decision was
made (] evacuate the
Continental Army 10 Manhautan.
This took place during (he foggy
night of August 28th.. The
Conlinental Army lit campfires
.o fool the British Amy into
thinking that they were still
encamped. Then every available
rowboat in Brooklyn Heighis
was commandeered by the
Continental Army. All night
long. the American troops were
ferried across the East River to
Manhattan by soldiers from
Massachuserts, who were fisher-
men und therefore skilled row-
e¢rs. By daybreak, General
Washington and the Cominental
Army had escaped over the East
River and werc in Manhattan.
Mr. Furman pointed out tha, il
the American troops had not
escaped to Manhauan, the
British would have won the
Revolutionary War at its very
start! The escape is comparable
in importance to the evacualan
of British traops from Dunkirk
to England a1 the stant of World
War IL.

He said that 500 American

soldicrs were Killed and buricd
in (what is now) Prospcct Park
and cammenled that A National
American Revolutionary War
cemetery might be established in
Prospect Park. The burial sites
will first have 10 be wdeantilicd.
Mr. Fuanan pointed oul ihat the
original topography of Brooklyn
still ¢xists in Prospect Park and
Greenwood Cemetery

d He said that a movement is

vunderway (0 establish  ac

Brooklyn Heritage Trail and
place markers at important
Revolutionary War siles.

Concluding Remacks
President  Fricdman thanked
Robert Furman for his intescst-
ing and stiring account of the
Battle of Brooklyn, 1776, and
cxpressed (he hope that the
Brooklyn Heritage Trail would
be established.

Tom  Prendergast,  Official
Photogeapher of the BPHS, com-
mented that, on their way 1o the
Baule of Brooklyn, the British
marched past the Wykoff -
Bennett farmhouse on Kings
Highway. The farmhouse sil)
stands, is a private home. and is
deseribed by Gertrude Ryder
Beanet in her book, Living In a
Landmark. He noted that scveral
Dutch farmhouses still stand in
Brooklyn.

Lucille Posner pointed ou that 5
as the British masched down O1d
New Uvecht Road, Dutch farm-
crs in the atea fled. The occu-
pans of a farmhouse a1 (what
is now) 54ih Sucet and: {8h
Avenuc got inlo a wagon, prc-
pared 10 flee. Thoy were Nelje
Cowcohoven (widow of Nick
Cowenhovea), her baby, and her
father-in-law, Garrel
Cowenhoven. Suddenly Nelje
handed the baby to her father in
law, ran back into the fanmhouse,
and emerged with a large mimor!
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The family drove ber off. Lucille
thankcd the audience folr atcnd-
ing the meeling and pointed out
thal withoul an audience there
would be no mecting. She
announced that the Boro Park
Historical Socicty had recently
become an affiliate of 1he
Historic New. Uteecht
Association. Tom Prendergast
said that thc Association was
holding a three-day cyent on
June 89, and 10, to mark U
anniversary of the raising of lhe
Awmcrican flag on the flagpoic in
front of the New Utrecht Dutch
Refornm Church on B4th Street
and 18th Avenue. When the
British lost the Revolutionary
War and sailed back 10 England
in 1783, churches in Brool_dyn
and Manhatian raised American

lags on thair flagpoles. Of ail
the flagpoles, only the one in
front of the Dutch Reform
Church on 84th Street and (8th
Avenue still siands and ‘has
flown an American flag conlinu-
ously since 1783! He said the
celebration would include re-
tnachinent by Revolutionary War
and Civil War soldiers, a memo-
rial service, and a parade.
Everyone is welcomed 1o attend.
President Fricdman said that
volunteers, who can organize
and file acchival materials and
scan materials ono a computer,
are nceded to serve on the
Exccutive  Committec. He
thanked the members of the
BPHS for their on-going sup-
port. Dues are $5 a ycar, $3 for
retirces, and $10 a ycar for busi-
jnesses  and  institutions. Life
Memhership is $100 for individ-
uals and $200 for businesses and
institutions.

Respectfully submiued,

Lucille Posner

{Ed.) We thank Ms. Lucille
Posner, an officer of (he Boro
Park Historical Society for ihis
and for her many other interest-
tng contributions.
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READERS
COMMENTS RE:
RABBI YOSEF
YITZCHOK PARNES
(O.B.M)

i In the June 2001 issue of
this column we had a long atticle
about rabbi Yitzchok Parnes
{0.B.M.). The following are
some of the oral and written
comments receive from readers,

Jacque Friedman, publisher
of ll_1'|s paper, indicaled that he
received a number of calls from
readers, requesting extra copics
of the aewspaper.

Yitzehok (Irving) Selengut

_ Yitzehok Sclengut 45 st
said that he atuended a recent
wedding of Steven {(and Rona)
Budow - a greal grandson ol
Rabbi Parncs, and numerous
copies ol the newspaper (BPCN)
were available for the guesis.
The parenis of the groom arc
Marvin and Shulamith Budow.
Shulamith (Gluckowsky}
Budow is a granddaughter of
Rabbi Parnes.

Mr. Selengul said (hat his
mother Emily Selengut (C.B.M.}
was a firsl cousin to Rabbi
Ff)mes and whenever she visiled
him she was always Irealed with
warmth and respect. He also sid
that Rabbi Pacnes had been the
Sanfjek al his bris (the honored
posilion given lo somcone Lo
h.old the child during the ¢ircum-
cision) and he was also namncd
Yitzchok after the same pescon,
The Selengul family moved 10
Boro Park in 1954.

Arnold Klapper
Arncld Klapper, proprietor
of Clear-View oplicians 4601 13
ave. said that when he was a
small boy in 01949, and for stv-
¢fol years after his family lived

t'd.

at 1572 55 st. He and his father
used to attend services at Rabbi
Parrns’ shule around the comer.
Wi Hisper said “Rabbi Pames
was oy distinguished Yooking
and made a beautiful appear-
ance. His lace glowed and one
could see his deep piety on his
face"

Mr. Klapper also comment-
od that the fandlord of his house
then was Mr. Julius Fuchs whose
marricd daughter Mrs. Henny
Katz and family stifl live in that
house.

Binyamn Kaplan

Rabbi Binyomin Kapian of
1502 44 st.. proprietor of
Williamsbusg Seforim Bindery
a1 1475 43 St. said he attended
Mesivia Bais Torah H.S. which
was located on the corner of 54
st and 16 ave. (5402 16 ave)
Where the Bertch shule is now
jocated, The Roshei Yeshiva ot
principals were Rabbi
Mordechai Yalfe (OBM) and
Rabbi Meycr Mintz. That was in
the carly 1950's. Rabbi Kaplan
indicated that he temembers
Rahbi Parnes atiending the daily
morning {Shacharis) services in
the Yeshiva probably to lead
support 1o this new Yeshiva.

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchoaik
Parnes

Dr. Philip Kipust is 1o be
commended for his very inter-
esting and thorough article an
Rabbi Pames. Dr. Kipust even
interviewed Rabbi Pames’ chil-
dren and grandehitdren for their
memories of their fathec and
grandfather!

Dr. Kipust and 1, both long-
lime Boro Park residents, agrec
that, in the past. yRost Jewish
residents were not Orthodox,
Even then, however, therc were
more Orthodox Jews living in
Boro Park than in most othee
Brooklyn ncighborhoods. 1 saw
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many - although not as many as’
now - men and boys wearing
yarmulkes in the steect. With the
exception of one Conservalive
and onc Reform synagoguc =
both still in operation - all the
other synagogucs were
Orthodox, even il most of the
residents werc not.

Dr. Kipust says that a few
pious individuals set an example
for . non-Orthadox Baoro Park
Jews 10 increase the fevel of their
observance. I - bom in Bora
Park 1o a Conservalive family -
say (hat peopie did, not become
Orthodox - \hey simply maved

- away! Their houses and apart-

ments are occupied by Orthodox
Jews who moved 1o Boro Park.
probably hecause of the large
number of existing Orthodox
synagogues. kosher butchers and
bakeries, elc.

Dr. Kipust said ghal the
non-Jewish residents of Boro
park were mainly Irish and
liafian. howevee, many German
Amecicans lived in Boro Park. 1:
remember a few, including a lit-
le boy. Freddie, and Mrs.
Menken, a piano teacher who,

fived an Jlat dSuect betwern
14th and LSth Avcnues, The
Gérman - Americans built \bhe
Lutheran Church on the corner
of 13th Avenue and 51st Street
(demotished). Gradually. the
German-Americans moved
away from Boro Park.
Lucitle Posner
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Shmuel Goldstein

Shmuel Goldstein of”
Goldstein Press at 4602 16 ave.
questions the staicment in the
article. “Rabbi Pames immediat-
ly built a mivkah for himself (rit<-
ual bath) right behind his store.
This may very well have been
the first mikvah in Boro Park,”

Mr. Goldstein said 1be first
public mikvah in Borp Park was .
locatcd a1t 1255 43rd St where !
the Borp Park Public Library is
now located. It also served as a
Public Bath House. He said the
mikvah was already in opesation |
when his parents amrived in Boro
Park in 1930, but he doesn't
know il it was in opcration in
1923 when Rabbi Pames moved

1o Bore Park and built his mik-
vah.

Personat Comments

We would like to thank afl
those who cafled and wrote for
their interesling contributions to
the history of Boso Park. We will
be happy 1o include other contri-
bulions in  fulwre columns.
Perhaps one of the relatives can
writc about descendants of ,
Rabbi Pames.

I did not include Ihe names
of the eight children of Rabbi
Parncs in the original article and
would like to include them here,
in order of age, the oldest first.

L. Yissocher- 2. Chesket 3.
Leibish 4, Dovid 5. Moshe 6.
Leah (Gluckowsky 7. Miriam
{Rosenblatl) 8. Necha (Neiman).

in responsc 1o some of the

. comments | would It ke to point
vul thal things changed wilh
time, When | spoke about wear-
- ing yarmulkas in the street [ was
refesring 10 the 1920°s and
~ 1930's. In those ycars boys did-
. Twm yarmoplkas in the sireeq.

Religiously observant boys usu-
ally wore caps or littie beanies
made by cutling the crown off
[rom a man’s felt hat, tuming up
the edge all around and scallop-
ing the edge. Then they would
make several diamond shaped
holes_on top. 1remember as a
young boy | would never go out
in the street with a yarmulka on. '
There may have been some !
instances when men or boys
were standing outside the shule
during the holiday services,
when the Rabbi was speaking -
etc. wearing yarmulkas. Things
changed gradually after world
war II in the mid forties.

I remember once interview-

ing an old time Boro Parker and
asking him about the changes
he’s seen in the community and
he quipped. ** when I first came
to Boro Park 1 was afraid 1o walk
out in the street wearing a,
yarmulka, now I'm, afraid t0 go -
4 out without one,™

Asother point is that even
though most of the Jews in Boro
Park were not fully religiously
observani they considered
themselves Orthedox in the
sense thal they belonged 10 and
aitended Orthodox Shules for
services. In other neighborhoods
such as the Lower East Side,
Wiiliamsberg and Brownsville,
for example, there were many
more religiously observani Jews |
than in Boro Park.

It is true that many nan
observant Jews moved oul of the
community and more religiously
observant and chassidim maved
in to Boro Park. One of the rea-
sons why many moved away and
others moved in was because the
neighborhood was changing and
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becoming more religiaus mind®
cd. Rabbi Parmes definitely had -
an influence on many of the peo-
ple that were in contact with
him. Over the years 1 was lold of
many cases of Jewish people that
personally became religiously

observant becausc of Lhe inﬂp-
cnce, of  Rabbi Parnes, These
individual changes gradually
influcnced institutions, shuls,
organizations and othgt individ-
uals having an accrued effecton
the neighborhood. This of caurse
was only one of the many rli-
gioug influences an the commy:
nity.

Thank You
Dr. Philip J. Kipust
Outstanding Article
Jacque Friedman
Publisher -

CORRECTION

The follawing sentences in
the article on Teresa Stem by
Lucille Posnes, in the May 2001
issue were incorectly printed
and should read as follows:

A wine and cheese reception
followed the memorial scrvice. [
felt Teresa's presence and knew
she would have thoroughly
enjayed the memorial service!

Help Preserve Boro
Park History

. You can help preserve (e
history. and pride of Bora Pgﬁrk
by submilting upir memories
and family historyin the commu-
nity. You can alse help by join-
ing the B.PH.S. Dues are mini-
mal only $5 per year (83 for stu-
dents or retired peaple). $10 f_'ﬂt
business or organizations. L!fc
membership is $100 for individ-
uals and $200 for business of
ogganizations.
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ANOTHER PIECE

OF OLD NEW UTRECHT
RD. RELEGATED
TO HISTORY .,

The historic
Utrecht Road, which was used
by 1he British troops during the
American Revolutionary War 10
march 10 the imporaat historic
Baule of Brooklyn, stretched
thraugh Boro PArk from Church
Ave, near 36 st ull 18 ave and
53 st. and then along what is
now 18ih ave. inlo Bensonhurst.
Over Ihe years parts of this soad |
were acquired and built upon so
thal now parts of 1his road are :
vovered by Montautk J.H.S.
playground, congregation
Emunas Yisroel of 4316 (6 ave,
Holy Spirit School at 1668 46 s1.
and a pumber of private houses.
A section of this road still
femains now belween 48th and
32 streets (belween 17 & 18 ¢

avenue) and 4 small piece on the
corner of 44st and 16 ave.

That corner picce on the
corner of 44 st. & 16th ave is
now aboul 1o be buill upon. it
was purchased 10gether wilh the
three adjeining houses by the
Yeshiva Bais Hillel of Krasna
located at 1623 44 s1,, just a few
houses  away. The Yeshiva has
alrcady demwolished the houses
andd plans 16 build 4 new Yeshiva
building on that property.

Early 1his year Mr, Robert
Furman, Director of the
Brt_\oklyn Heritage Trail Inc. and
active member of the Boro Park
Historical Society Exec. Bd.,
re;o:pmended that we get per-
mission to perform lests and
excavations on the site of this
piece of Old New Utrecht Road,

Old New !

befare it is buill upan, to deter-
mine if there are any antifacts of
historical remains buried on this
sile. Permission was abtained

from the Yeshiva and a team of
archaeologists from
Brooklyn College Archeological
Rescarch Center worked on chat
site wilh appropriate instruments
and equipment to obtain histori-
cal information. The first afficial
report from the research center
was submitted to the B.P.H.S.
and follows.
Excavations on Old New
Utrecht Road Borough
Park, Brooklyn

«“On June 27, 2001, the
Brooklyn College
Archaeological Research Center
conducled archaeolagical test
excavations at the sile of ihe sec-
lion of old New Utrecht Road.
This site was located at 441h
Steeet and 16th Avenue, in front
of 1606 4dth Street, in the
Borough Park section  of
Brooklyn, New York. Currently
awaiting construction the site
aren was occupied by three two
story houses along the tine of the
old road, and not narth-south
with reference to the mpdern
Borough Park grid. The line of
the road had been brought (o our
attention by the Borough PATK
Historical Society, whose presi-
dent Jacque Fricdman, we shaok
for geuing us permission to test
here. The Historical Scciety was
also responsible for procuring
the assistance of Jerry Sawyec,
whose clectro-fesistivity of (he
site on June 17 was the firsi step
in testing the existence and
integrity of is acchaeological

- Iesources.

2001

The purpose of the BC-
ARC field testing was (0 excd-
vate a small bit of the sile 1o
determine whether the road still
existed, and if s0, what its condi-
ton was. The electea-resistivity
survey had indicted an anomaly
(a sharp change in the subsurface
soil layers) about two fect down’
across the proposed roadbed.
Therefore, on June 27. Dr. H.
Arthur Bankoff, with a ceew of
cight diggers, Jaid out twa § x =
meter (E-W) trenches separated *
by a meter baulk across the
roadbed, which ran from oorth 1o
south, After mapping the site of
the trenches, digging com-
menced at 10 AM , and contin-
ued until 5 PM.

Both wenches showed
essentially the same stratigraph-
ic profile: about 1G<m of topsoil
overlying silty clay subsoail. At
approximately 20 cm belaw the
lawer limit of the topsoil, there
was 2 sirum  in which river
cobbles(water-worn,  roughly
spherical or ovoid. 10-15 ¢m in
diameter) were found mixed
with clinker and ash. The cob-
bles were not found in any par-
ticular order, nor was theit distri-
bution continuous. Below the
thin stratum of cabbles, the soil
wrned sandier, although still
retaining its yellow color. No
artifacts were found in this low-
ermost stratum, and it was taken
to be the native soil of the site.

{0 is quite likely that the
layer of cobbles at the interface
between the subsail luyer and the
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undisturbed native soil is she
anomaly that was distenguished
by the remoie electro-resistivity
sensing. This might be presumed
to represent the remains of a
badly-disturbed cobbled road
surface. There is no way of
Acenaining when this surface
daies 10; anifacts in the layer of
cobbles and that above it date 1o
the 1%th - 20th centuries,. The
artifacts are currently in the BC.
ARC laboratories being cleaned
and subilized, and will he
returned 10 the Borough Park
Histurical Socicty as soon as ths
and an inventory are completed,
Most of the recovered artifacts
are small pieces of policry and
glass. although quite a few mar-
bles. both old and new, were
found, indicating perhaps that
this front yard of the houses had
been used as a play area for a
rather long period of time.

H. Anhur Bankoff/ July 2,
2001. Brooklyn College
Archasological Research Center,
Department of Antliropolagy
and Archaeclogy.

OLD NEWSPAPER
CLIPPINGS

The following three aricles
originally published in the
Brooklyn Eagle newspaper in
1924 and 1925 were researched
and submitied by Mr. B.M.
Selevan, an officer of the BPHS.

It may be of interest to note
some of the similarities and dif-
ferences with todays problems,
activities and use of language

Playground Plan Beaten;
Boro Park Zone
Change Wins

A large delegation of citi-
zens from the'Baro Park scotion
appeared  oday before  the
Commiuces on City Plan 1w

Oppose the laying out of 2 play-
ground bounded by New Uirechy !

ave. S8ih st. a1 89th st and 141h
ave,

Alderman James F Kicrnan
and Kenneth Sutherland were
the spokesmen for the graup.
They presented 3 petition con-
faining the names of 1.000
residents of their section urging
the comminee not (o 1ake any
further steps 1oward the acquisi-
tion of the Proposed park.

The commiltee decided 10
send in an unfavorable repor on
the park proposition,

At the request of Alderman
Kieman the commitices adapted
a resolution recammending an
amendment to the oning law
changing from an unrestricied 1a
a residence district. 51 s, from
[8th ave. to 21 st gve, . Sthh,
Slst and 52nd sts, from the rail.
70ad cut to Dahuill 1d, (o 541k st.;
Dahill rd.. fro, 20¢h ave, 10 the
northerly side of S53nd st., and
Avenue J from Gravesend ave,
o Dahil) ra. (Bklyn Eagle 1924,

Residents Will Fight for
Park in Neighborhood
Boro Park Split over

proposed Park Sige-Rival
Factions Act,

(e prupused park siwe m
Boro Park to  be bounded by
New Utrechr ave., 42nd st., 10th
ave. and 43rd s, has caused
residents o divide into two [ac-
tions.for and against the praject
and resulted last night in the
deeision of the Lindea Heights
Ncighborhood Association 0
send five of its lawyer members
to appear before the Board of
Estimate on Nov. 14 and ﬁght
lor s adoption. This was decid-
ed at a meeting last night al
Schwartz Hall, New Utrecht ave
and 52nd si., when it was learned
that the opponcnts ta the propo-
sition, the Boro Park Taxpayers
Association, at a meeting in (he
same hall on Monday night
decided 10 send a large delega-
lien to the Board o light the pro-
Ject,

Plans were also made to
canvas the entire neighborhood
with a petitian which will show
the community demand for the
park. The petition will be ciccy-
lated by the women members of
the association who plan to
appear before the the Board alvso
to drive home the community
nced for park space in this sec-
tion. It was also decided to adopt
a suilable set of resalutions
recording  the  association’s
indorsement of the propased
park site, is need and advan-
tages it would bring to Boro
Park, “Our primary aim."sal‘d
Francis ), Berman, vice presi-
dent ol 1he associatiog is A,
secure a place where mothers
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can lind a spot of sunshine and
fresh air in which to go with
their babics and children. Boro
F_‘nrl: is capidly becoming a sec-
tion of young married couples

wilth one or 1wo children who
live in apartments where land-
lords will not even permit moth-
ers 1o stand in front of their
homes with baby camiages.”

. “Opposition 1o the park by
lic laxpayers is penny wis¢ and
pound foolish,” said Dr.
Frederick M. Margareucn. presi-
dcnil of the association, who
mesided. “For the sake of as ht-
tle as a $4 assessment. these peo-
ple . who live in homes of their
own with front porches. back
yards and grass plois. and do am
rc'alize the need lor a park ol 1he
kind proposed. arc willing
fight the projeci  and deprive
children of necded sunshine and
fresh air. The $4 assessment may
change in a few years to onc of
$100 for jails and instilufians 1o
?musc children who becavse of
improper surrounding such as
:Ill.cqualc park space provides
will grow up a detriment 16 soci-
cty. The 1axpayers oced not
wosry about Ihe assessment:
they will easily make it up in 1he
-rents they charge us. We will he
the ones 10 pay for it anyway.”

A commitlee wis  alho
appnimcd to secure the provi-
sion of sufficient funds 10 carry
an and extend the local public
library. {(Bklyn Eagle 1924)

Close Shop One Day,

Merchants Urged
Co-operation is urged at

Dinner of 13th Ave, Ass'n
A pettogether was given
wlaswuighwbwtmﬂ’hincemh
Avenue Merchanis Assac. at the
Crystal Palace, 4214 l4th ave.,
in a renewed effort 10 bring bet-
\er co-operation among the mer-
chants of the avenue and 10 initi-

ate 2 movemtnt for a day vl rest
for all business men of that sec-
tion. More than 200 members
and guests atlended.

Siate Senator Philip M.
Kleinfeld, who was the first 1o
speak after the dinner, lold tw
merchants that as members ol a
growing and important commu-
nity they owe it to themselves o
plan to close shop al least one
day a week for the good of their
health and 10 conform with thier
religious principals. He said that
whether it should be Sawrday ar
Sunday they should decide
ihemselves.

Other speakers who were
iatroduced by the foastmaster.
Benjamin  Sherman,. Max
Pecdman, Harry Aaron. Sam
Gordon, Henry Becnsiein, S.M.
Crecdman and Louis Rudnick,
who was chaieman of the
arrangements committec.

S.M. Creedman A.M. Rogel
and William Goldstein  were
cach presented with a fancy
lemonade set in token of their
efforts for Lhe association.

Branch banks in Bay Ridge
were repeesented at the dinner.
Those institutions which sent
represenlatives were the State
Bank, the lrving Baonk-Columbia
Trust Company, the East River
National  Bamk and the
Municipal Bank. (Bklyn Eagle
1925)
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HELP PRESERVE
. THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help peeserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
presecvation and promotion of
this community by submitling
your own memories, photos and
other mcmorabilia.  You can
help also by becoming a membes
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $3 per ycar (33
cclired or studenty $10 - for
business or organization, OF by
making a conuribution. Send
malerials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219,
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Universal movie theater, New Utrecht Avenue and 46ih street, Boro
Pari’s Largest and most beauiiful movie house, it opened October

lighted, gave the illusion of movamant.

9, 1927 and showed silent films (at that ime). The interior design by LOwe's purchased the Univarsal (heaire in 1929 and renamed it tha

John Eberson faatured walls bullt 1o look Ilke Spanish buildings, a
ceiling painied biue like the sky, with white ciouds which, when spoi-

‘Lowe's 46th Street.: it is now the property of Raga! Fumiture 4515
New Utrecht Avanue. Courlesy of callection of Darlo Marotia.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

THE WORLD TRADE
CENTER ATTACK AND
BORO PARK

The evil and brutal terrorist
atlack on Sept. L1, 2001 against
the USA wili cenainly go down
in hiswry as another day of
mlamy. The other infamous day
ovcurred on Decembes 7. 1941
when the American Navy and
Army were auacked at Pearl !
Harbor.

This evil and Jdepraved ter-
rorist allack against the World
Trade Center and Pentagon
building, 1n which close 1o 6,000
innocent people were ruthlessly
murdered - cremaled, was really
a wicked atack against the
American way of hfe, against
humanity, against frecdom and
democracy.

Boro Park was affecled by
this cruel attack in a gencral
way, like all ol America, but also .
in some specific ways. In gener- ¢

al Boro Parkers felt the saaness
of this tragedy, the sympathy and
empathy with the families who,
lost loved ones, the devaslation
0 our cconomy and transporta-
tion; but also the patriotism and
unity and the resolve ol the
American people 10 overcome.
Specifically, there was some
loss of life to Boro Park familzes
and 10 fire fighters of the local
fire stanon and some loss of
business and jobs. Also on Sepl.
12. the next day. Boro Parkers
woke up 10 find their cars and
streets covered with a thin layer
of dust and debris from the
explosion and fire at the World
wrade Center. Some Boro Parkers
volunteered their time and ser-
vices through Hatzola and other
volunteer groups o help in the
tescue efforis. Boro Parkers also
joined other Americans in dis-
playing American flags and
Jotned in prayers for the govern-

ment and viclims

Several of those Killed or
wounded had ties (¢ Boro Park.
We are not familiar with all
\hose viclims and would wel-

. come receiving additional infor-

mation aboul them to include in
future columns 2nd in the
archives of the Boro Park

| Historical Society. The names af

those killed thal we are aware of
are Shimon Dovid Biegeleisen,

- (R1P) Avrohom Nesanel llowitz

(R1P) and Nancy (Chana Perel)
Morgenstern (RIP). The twa
individuals slightly wounded
during rescue cfforts were Rabbi
Edgan Gluck and Shammai
Goldstein of Hatzolah, In this
column we will focus on Mr,
Biegeleisen and his family histo-
ry in Boro Park.

Shimon Dovid Biegeleisen
1959-2001
Vielim of World Trade Center
Attack. Sept. 11, 2001

Shimon Dovid Biegeleisen |

(0.B.M.)
Shimon Dovid Biegelcisen.
or Shimmy as his relatives and

frrends affectionately called him,
had a very long and strong his-
lorical connection to Bora Park.
His family and this columnist
also enjoyed a long and close
friendship for more than 60
yecars. Although we have written
aboul the Bicgelcisen family in
the past we will attempt to
briefly desctibe the cruel attack
and then update his family histo-
ry in Bora Park.

Mr. Biegeleisen 42, was the
vice president of Fiduciary Trust
Iuemational with offices on the
97th floar of 2 Warld Trade
Centec (South Tower). After the
first piane crashed into the North
Tower, Shimmy called home 10
assure his wife Miriam and par-
ents that he was OK since the
plane hil the other building. He
said he was going to leave the
building nevertheless. Moments
later the sccond plane crashed
into the building that Shimmy
was in, filling his office wilh
black smoke and intense heat.
Shimmy called home several
times. A close friend in Hatzolah
tried to advisc safety proceduces
to help him breathe and Uy 0
escape. He tried to reach the

roof, tried 1o break a window for
air but fire engulfed him all
around. He called several times
asking his friends to promise
him they would take care of
Miriam and his children. He
began to recite the 24th Psalm in
Hebrew. [n the process however,
the building collapsed and the

“last sounds were a loud shriek.
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Family History
in Boro Park

The Bicgeleisen family is
well known in the communins
primarily because of their
Hebrew book business. selling
Hebraica and Judaica. A one |
time Ihis business was carried on |
from their home in Boro Park. |
but evenually moved 1o a lurger
commerscial quarters on Lhe |
Lower East Side of Manhatan
and then to their current store g
4409 16th Ave,

Shimmy's prandfather. Mr,
Yisroel Yakir Biegeleisen. firs
moved to Boro Park, together.
wilth his parents, Yosef Chaim*
and Chana Shayndel, two sisters
and one brother. in 1920, ihe
family was brought to these
shores by Yakir's uncle Alter
Shimon Reiter. Their first res)-
dence was al 1475 471h Street. It
Was a common practice in those

" ycars tor relatives 1o belp brng
their familics ¢ America (o
cscape from persecution and
hardships in the Eurapian coun-
(ries.

Mr. Y. Biegeleisen recalied
that in the 1920% there was only
one elevaied apartment building
in Boro Park localed on 14ih
Avenue and 491h Stireet, across
from Temple Emanuel.

[n 1922, he moved 1o 4513
121h Avenue, above a siore and
in 1924 moved 16 1146 471h
Streel. He slarted his business in
his apariment in 1923,

He returned 10 Galicia,

Poland in 1926 10 marry his
vousin  Lecah  Zilbiger and
returned 10 Jive al 1222 451h
Sireel, where their first son,
Shlomo was born. In 1932 1he
lamily moved to 1216 S)si
Sircel and in 1933 they moved to
1427 53rd Strect. where (heir
second son, Moshe was born.

The Bicgcleiscns carried on
their Hebrew Book busineys
from their hame ynil 1950 when
they opened a sigre in the lower
East side of Manhauan.Thcy
lived on 53rd Surcet for 23 years,
untii their children were married,
and then moved 15 1358 47th
Streel. They moved their busi-
ncss back 10 4409 16 ave. in
1980, Yokir Bicgelcisen wag
deceased in 1980 angd his wife
Leah was deccased in 1995,
Shlome and Moshe Bicgeleisen
were born in Israc! Zion Hospiial
(now Maimonides) were brought
up in Boro Park and live here
almost all their lives. They
attended Yeshiva Toras Emes,

Yakir Bicgeleisen was an
active officer in Yeshiva Toras
Emes duning its carly years and
was president of the Bels, instily-
tions. The family are aj| very
active Belzer Chasidim, Younger
son Moshe is married 10 Bracha
{formerly Singer) and have six
Children. One of hig s0ns is a
pantner in Eagle Elcctronics at
5003 13 ave.

Gina Rosenmund
Bicgeleiscn

Gina (Regina Rosenmund)
Bicgelcisen. Shimmy's mather,
Was dne of the fortunate yyr.
vivors of the Holocaus) who ser-
tled in Boro Park. She and hee
Parents  Rabbi  Elkana  apg
Dvorah Rosenmund (RIP) Toriy-
nately escaped from Ausiria in,
1939 and camc 10 Barg Puark in
1940,

They first lived with her
aunt and unele. Papover family
AC 1658 S50 s Ging seareed
school at PS 180 - Seih slreey
and 16 ave. Toey lived heee until
her Tather. 2 Hebrew teacher,
was ahle 10 ubiuin 4 Jub in
Philadelphia and they maved
there. EHe was alsa principal of 3
Yeshiva in Lakewood.

DECEMBER 2001

In 1945, suon aflier the war,
her (ather was offercd a positian
in New York sa they moved back
lo Bare Park, they lived a1 5205
13 ave. Abave a storc and next ta
the  then Brooklyn Public
Library, Boro Park Branch.
Rabbi Rasenmund scrved as
mstructor at Stern College (or
many years.

When they moved hack la
Bare Purk Gina just siaried high
schonl sa she atiended New
Utrecht H.S. and then Brooklyn
College. She lived at the same
localion ualil her marriage ta
Shlomo Biegeleisen in 1952,
Gina's parents (hen moved ta
1320 Sist st. where they lived

for the remaindec of their lives..
Her father was deceascd in 1981
arid her mother Devorah in 1983.

When Gina and Shloma
werc first married they moved lo
Occan Parkway. In 1957 they
moved back ta Baro Park (o
1634 53 st. where they have
lived ever since

Shlomo and Gina had three
childrcn, Shelly. Yasel( and
Shimmy. Shelly  anended
Shulamith and the bays attended
Yeshiva Toras Emes in their ele-
mentary schaal grades. All three
were married fram their preseal
address. Shelly marcried E/ra
(Shloma) Berger a Boro Pack
resident. He alse  aucnded
Yeshiva Taoras Emes and then
Kamenitzer H.S. He is an atlor-
ncy now. Afler their marriage
they lived an 50 st.. between 12
and 13 ave and then moved ta
Flatbush.

Yasef is also an attorney. He
married Devara Gross and they
now live in Lawrence, N.Y.

Shimmy was a compuier
pragrammer. He marricd Miriam
Siern in (980 and maved to
Flathush. All (ive of their chil-
dren. hawever were born n
Maimonides Hospital in Boro
Park.
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Shlomo Bicgelcisen has
been atiending prayer services at
Cong. Chasidci Belz a1 4814 16

ave. since the Belzer Shule first

started in Boro Park in 1957,
Now the Cong. Chasidei Belz
has purchased land for a new
main Synagogue on L5 ave
between 50 si. and S1st Sirect.
the property (hat  formerly
belonped 10 De. Wehl (R1P)

Newspaper Articles

Arnticles  aboul  Shimmy
Bicgcleisen and the World Trade
Center (ragedy appeared in the
Wal) Swrcet Journal, the Jewish
Press,  NY  Daily  News,
Hamodia, The New York Times.
Hamachne Hachareide. and oth-
Crs.

Mcemaornial Scrvices s his
memory were held on Sept. 25
and Oct. 29, ut Masores Bais
Yaakov  on Occan  Avc.
Mcmorial Scrvices were also
held for the cmployees. Tamily
and [riends of Eiduciary frust
Compiny  Interntional af a
church in Manbatian,

The ariicles and spcakers
refated Shimmy's special quali-
ties and wnique personality. The
Fiduciary Trust Company
memorial literalure described
him as fallows.

“Shimmy Bicgeleiscn was
onc of thesc rare souls about
whom it is said. He didn’t have a
bad bonc in his body. Always
smiling, Shimmy had a magnetic
appeal that made him an instanl
friend (o everyone he mer. His
genuine caring, unique devotion
and willingness 10 help made
him beloved by the many. who
called him their best friend.

“Despite  his fun-loving
nature, Shimmy was an unusuvak-
ly inielligent, talenicd and
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responsible individual whase
abilities earncd the respect of his
co-workers who appreciated his
intcgrity and dedication. And
yet, Shimmy was a deeply spiri-
wal person whose religious
observance always took prece-
dence and whose devotion to his
Judaism was both vnwavering
and uncompromising

“Finally Shimmy was a
family man. Bclaved husband
and (ather af five beautilul chil-
dren, he 1ook special care of his
in-laws and parcnts and wax 2
source of wisdom, advice and
emotional support for siblings,
aunts, uncles and cousins. He
will be sorcly missed.”

The Jewish Press article
included 1he following:

“Shimmy was cverybady's
hest fritnd. His house was
dlways open. People came in and
others left, as through a revulv-
ing door. his casy laugh and out-
going personality were magnet
ic. Anyone vith a problem or
simyly needing a favor knew
where in turn, The words “l
can't" were not in his vocabu-
lary... Fiom 1he multitudes of
people who vame during Shiva
there emerged countless hereto-
fore upkaown stories of charity
that was given quict'y, o1 seif
sacrifice that was noi publicized
of sacrifices of time and conve:
nicnce that he would not permit
to be 10id.

...."Shimnmy attended
Yeshiva Toras Emcs and later
graduated from Mesivia Chaim
Berlin H.S., where he conlinued

study after graduvation. His
involvement in Chaim Berlin
continued an the Dinner
Cemmittec, as well as Journal
Chairman. Whean his daughters
were teady for school. he
hecame the driving force in the
funding of Masores Bais Yaakov,
{where the meraorial service was
held). His involvement in so
many other institutions geared
his life into a brcathtaking pace.
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He also carefully guarded and
actively participated in his fami-
ly’s tradition of Belzer Chasidus.
. He never missed a Belzer fune-
tion. He spent his last Rosh
Hashana in Belz in Jerusafem
and already had airline rickets to
be there this year as well.™

The periodical Hamachane
Hachareide article included the
following:

“He worked for almost
twenty years at Fiduciary Trust
al the World trade Centcr. He
served as Vice President of the
company, a prestigious high
position, and as chairman of his
depariment. His gemile co-
workers, who came 10 pay a con-
dolence visit to the bercaved
family, expressed the bighest
regard for Mr. Biegeleisen. They
had no previous contact with an
ultra ornthodox Jew and now they
had nothing but endless praise
for him. He wore his yarmulka
proudly at all times and this
camned him their deepest respect.

They said it was a pleasure in
todays day and age to see a per-
son who was so obviously proud
of his religion, who always acted
in a most refined and exemplary
manncr, and they said, what a
great loss it was for all of them.”
Temple Emanuel

End of an Era

Tempie Emanuel of Baoro
Park, thc boroughs first, and
Boro Park's only Conscrvative
Temple, has closed its doars.
The temple located on 14th ave,
corncr 49 st was first cstab-
lished in 1904 by a group of
wealthy Jews in Boro Park. The
current large and impressive
building was not built untit sev-
cral years later. The comerstone
was pul down in 1906.
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The conservative s ynagogue
had been planning its final clos.
ing services during the past two
years and scheduled it for the
High Holidays of 200] that just
Past in October. The Temple had
becn declining in membership
and aticadance 2s the population
of Boro Park changed. The
membership declined from a
high of 800 10 its recent figure of
100. The final services were per-
formed by the Temple Cantor
Albert Kutner with choir accom-
Paniment and a farcwell sermon
was  delivered by Rabbi
Binyomin Kreitman, the Temple
spiritual feader.

Its* past spiritual leader,
Rabbi Boruch Silverstein, who
led the congregation for 40 years
{starting in 1946) was one of the
lcaders of the national conscrvy.
live movement, He also serveqd
as President of the N.Y, Board of
Rabbis. The Temple also fea-
tured a number of famouys can-
tors in the pasi including Cantors
Zarvel Kwartin  and David
Kusevitsky who served about 38
years. During its hey days the

Temple also Sponsored a thriving
Hehrew school sina pasticipaicd
in the establishinemy yf many
Communily organizations and
Projects such as Isruel Zion hos-
pital (now Maiinonides), Infanys
Home and YMHA.
in 1960 the Samuei Fine
Center and Religious School
Building was construcicd adja-
cent 1o the synagoguc. For 4
aunber of years now ihay build-
ing a1 1362 49(h s1. has been the
hame of the Bais Yakov of
Brooklyn and Scminary under
ihe leadership of Rabbi Balkany.
Rumors have it tha the Temple
itscll was recendly purchased by
that school.

In 1979 when the Tempte
celebrated its 75th anniversary iy
commissioned Mr.  Alan J.
Gerber, then member of commu-
nity schoo! Bd 20 {which
includes Boro Park) 1o write the
history of the Temple for its 75th
Annual Dinner Journal. From
this joumal and from notes in
our files we were able 10 gather
the following fow bits of histori-
cal information about the
Temple.

Past presidents of the
Temple included Samuel Fine,
Max Kranz, Irving H. Fine, and
Samuct Frederick Placer (oldes:
president  of  ¢he Temple,
installed ag President in 1983).

Miriam Krantz, wife of Max
served as president of the
Sisterhood. Dr. Miriain Frcund -
Rosenthal, who was 2 past
national president of Hadassah,
moved 10 B.P. on 1910 and mar-
vied Milton Freund ar Temple
Emanuel, in 1927, where her
family auended services. Daniel
Dube. owner of Park Surgical a1
5001 New Utrccht Ave.. which
has bcen in business in Boro
Park sinve §930. scrved on the
Board of Trustces and as press-
dent of the Young Folks League,

Samucl Frederick Placer.

Pres. of Temple. was bom n
1908, moved to Boro Park in
1934 when married (o Mollie in
the Temple. Cantor Benjamin
Levitt served as Cantor at wed-
ding and at Temple. The Temple
Arms, an elevated apartment
building located on 14th ave ang
49 st. was built in 1927, It
derived its name from the fact
that it is located across the Street
from Temple Emanuet.

*
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Jack Manzar moved to Boro
Park in 1908, at one year of age. !
In preparation for his Bar
Milzvah in 1920 he altended
Hebrew school at Temple
Emanuc). “his father’s syna-
gogue”. The class was taught by
the¢ Shammos (Sextan) Mr
Schaciderman. He said “only
boys studied Hcbrew in those
days”

" In 1904 when the Temple |
was first organized. the fo!I?wA .[
ing goverament elecied officials
were in  office. Theodore
Rooscvelt was president of the
U.S.A.. Benjamin Odell was
Governor of New York State and
George B, McClelan was mayor
of New York City. That was a!so
the year of the first Warld Scries
Games and the first New York
city Subway train.

We  welcome  additianal
information about the Temple o
any other historical information

about Boro Park.
Correction
The following sentences,

wlhich appeared in the Minuics
ol the Annual Mceting of |13c
Boro Park Hisiorical Society in
the Scpiember issue. should be
corrcctedd 1o 1cad: Suddenly
Nclje handed the baby o het
father-in-law, ran back inlq the
farmhouse. and emerged with 3
large mirror! The family then
drove off.
Help Preserve Boro
Park History
You can help preserve the
history and pride of quo Park
by submitting memories a‘nd
family history in the comrrumuy,
You can also help by joining the
B.P.H.S, Dues are minimal only
35 per year (33 for s(odcn}s or
retired people). $10 for business
or organizations. Lifc' member-
ship is $100 for individuals End
$£200 for busincss or organiza-
lisns,
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IKE TZ

A recenl book, Brooklyn
Bov. A Memoir - was recently
authored and published by Mike |
Gez. The book includes a number |
of references 1o Boro Park!
where Mike was born and
raised. Mike, a member of the
Boro Park Historical Society
Execuiive Board, was guest
speaker at the society’s annual
membership meeting in June
2000,

{n 1930 Mike's mother, |
Rose Palter moved to Boro Park |
{966~ Slst) with her mother. In
1937, Rose married Joe Getz at |
the Plaza restaurant on 47th St. !
between 12th and 131h avenues.

Mike has six other published
books to his credil, all aboul
haseball. His latest before
Brooklyp Boy was Brovklyn
Dodgers and their Rivals 1950~
52. Mike has also contribuled to
a number of magazines and

newspapers including Bascball
Q:u;csx. Baseball Bulleun and
Diamond Report. Mr. Gelz is a -
member of the Society for
American Baseball Research
and is lisied in Who's Who _in
ri Edi nd Poe
nrggklxn Boy is a memoir
ol his lite from his birth in 1938
1o his marriage in 1966. There
are stories aboul family, school,
Sports, mavies, music, jobs,
celebrities,  the  army " and
courtship. In photos and prose
the author paints a vivid picture
of Brooklyn in those glory days,
The following are a few
excerpls from the book which
reler to his life in Boro Park:
“Mom and Dad discovered
ca}:h ather in 1936, Dad was a
thirty-year-old bachelor and

Mom was already thirty-seven,
[1 was al a going-away party for
a gistant cousin of my father that”
they met. Mom had been
enpaged about fifteen years

earlier (1921} to seme guy

named Herbert, but that wasn't

10 hbe. When she met my father,

they bit it off pretty well and got

married on May 30, 1937, The

wedding tock place at the

Borough Park’Plaza Restaurant

on Forty-seventh Street between

Twelfth and Thirteenth Avenues |
in 1he heart of Brooklyn.”

“For (he record, [ came inta
the world on Thursday,
December 29, 1938, ar eight-
forty AM.. ‘Just in time for
breakfast,” my dad would always
say. {weighed in at a solid seven
pounds, wo ocunces. Dc. Irwin
Haiken delivered me. [ don't
remember a dam thing about that
day. My mom would turn forty a
few. mooths later, so § guess [
just made it, When 1 was
brought home from Israel Zion
RHospital a few days later,-
naturally 1 was made a fuss over
by my grandmother {mom’s
mom); my mother’s older sister,
Esther; her husband, Dave; their
three children, Anold (17),
[sobel (113, and Marcella (4);
and, of course, my parents, Rose
and Joe Gelz. Thal made ning
of us Jiving in Aunt Esther and
Uncle Dave's second-tloor
apartment of a twa-family house
on Fifly-seventh Street and Fort
Hamilton Parkway in Broaklyn.”

“When Grandma took sick,
a nurse came te live with us,
making it tea people in the house
my mother was glready living in
before she mamried my father. .
- He was barely making a living -
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as a coffee salesman, so Lhey
couldn't afford a place of their
own. Uncle Dave, Ihe other
breadwinner in the house, was
working 28 a house painter and
paper hanger. Somehow we all
managed, At the ume. a gallon
of milk went for tifty cents and as
loaf of bread was a dime.”

“In February 1939,
Grandma passed away at the age
of seventy six. The former Ida
Schwartz  (1863-1939) was
buried in  Brooklyn in
Washington Cemetery a lew
rows in back of her husband,
Morris Palter (1860-1929). It
was thirty-three years tater that |
wound up living across the sweet
from the cemetery.”

“Maost of my aums and
uncles settled in Borough Pack.
From this family of Morris and
Ida Palier came seventeen
grandchildren (my sixieen {irst
cousins and myself. Since :
Mom's much older sister. Rie.
had her first child in 1904, my
cuusin Beatriwe and | were
thirty-four years apart.  And
since my faher was born in
1906, my cousin was aciually
\wo years older than my father.
My mother was one of the few
who completed a high schoul
education. She graduated from
Bay Ridge High in 1916~

“During the time that my
father was in the army, my
mother and 1 would olien visit
her hrothers, sisters, and i few
cousins in Borough Park. There
would sometimes be 1 card ganw

going on. The vard pluyers
would stop between ganws aid
ask me o sing NMarzy Doy
r Swainging on @ St e
“Surrey with the Fringe on Top.”
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Then, they would each give me a
nickel or a dime for cach sone |
sang. Lusually gor carried away
and started singing ail the army,
navy, and manne songs. My
mother would sometimes remind
nie years later, ‘First they paid
you to sing; then they paid you
10 shut wp.”

“Right betore school started
in the fall of 1948. | went back to

Fort Hamilton Parkway 10 live _

with my mother’s sister, Aunt
Esther, and her husband, Uncle
Dave. My mom had a very large

tumor growing in her stomach -

and needed an operation (0 have
it removed. This was 1o be
lallowed by a lengihy penad orf
TECUPETALION ID SV 1yPe ol rest

~home. My dad coutdn't take

care of me because he was
usually working nighis selling
caffee, tea and other ftems w
the  restaurams  and  bars
Besides...he¢ could never get out
of bed in the morning (0 get me
over o school. Belore Mom
went into the hospital. many
people thought she was
pregnant. She looked very
young, but she was almost tifty
at the time.”

1 had w transfer troms PS.
121 on Twenticth and Filty-third
Street to P.S. 105 on Temh
Avenue and Fifty-ninth Sweer. 1

missed my (ricnds from the old |
schoul b quickly made new
ferends upon eotering v fifh
grade.”

I was really missing
mother very much, but with an
aunt. uncle and three cousing
awrouad, 1 never Jacked for love
wd auenion. My cousin
Mareetla wis alnwst Tourteen
the ume and finishong hee Tinal
yueas at Peeshing hunior High,

Cousin fsohel wiy LWCRLY -0tk

and wtiending Beooklyn College

SCVETMl nights per weck whife

alse working. and cousin Arnold
Wats at work imast of the ime and
Letime yuitc invalved wity politics.
Arnotd g1 me wmerested i he
1948 presidentiad clection and t
Stayed op really e on election |
neght for the baltle between
Harcy Teuman and  Thomas
Dewey. Dewey was abeidd when
I tenudly oel) asleep, aml it logked
like he woull win, Wit A
surprise when \ wake up the next
MRS to ingh ol v Truman
wirs  civeted president o he
Limted Stnes.”

L 1949, Mo and
Oad el o woulk$ be good idea
log their xon 10 st gelting a
Jewish cducalion.  In a few
short years 1 would b naking
my Bar Mitzvah, They cacolled
me inoan aler-school Hebeew
Progran i a storetront schood
on Eighteenthe Avemge and T4 fy-

fourth Strect: t weatithere 4 tew”

days 2 week Tor about twe houes,
TLwas theee i Einet Very Qe
cight-year-uld girl s Luis,
whn in e caplurad my heag, ¢
Wiy len yuears old al tie gime,
We atended ditterent public
schools and we only Slayed at
this after-school program tor g-
shore time, but she somehow
made 1 big impression on me.
Lois and [ were married (orty-six
yuars later,”

FEBRUARY 2002

“Alter 1 left the Hebrew
Schoo! on Eighteenth Avenue, b
went to a storefront scheol on
Sixweenth and  Forty-cighth

" Strect 10 further my Jewish
cducation. Then it was lime 0
go for  private  lessons.
Throughout 1951,  Rabbi
Aronson worked with me 10
prepare me for my Bas Mitzvab,
(€ you'l} pardon the expression.
the rabbi had tw patience of a
saint.  The Congregaticn Olwl
Abraham on Eighteenth Avemie
ang Forty-ninth Street welconxd
me oo Lasuary 5, 1952, 1 Joa't
know il unyong suoticed. butg
when 1 made my lhank-you*
speech, {1 said  the  samie
pisagraph wwice,

The next day, a feceplion
was hetd for me at Ihe home of
Rabbi Schraeter on Fourteemb
Avenue and Fitty-founily Street.
AllL my aunts, uncles amd cousing
were there,”

Yeshiva Etz Chaim
Foundation Office
Moves Out of
Boro Park

e Yeshiva Etz Chaim of

Boro Park, wlse known uas the

Hebrew Institne ol Boro Park

I was the [irst Yeshiva ia all of

. Brooklyn and the sceond in Ow

United States. It started i 1916

and closed s doors i 1979, 1

~was.ocaled on 13U Avenue,on

the fuil block between 50 and 51

streets. We have writien about

this school’a number of times in
the past.

When this Yeshiva closed

ils doors in 1979, because of Uk

+ changing population and needs

| of the community, it cstablished

the Etz Chaim Foundalion, d
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_ Philanihropic organizatioy.
~using the money it received ror
iEs building 10 Jurther Jewish

%

1‘- edugation Programs and schools, |

It maimained an office in Borg
Park a 4702-151h Ave a)| these
22 years since. Very recentdy.
the Bz Chaim Foundaltion
moved its office 1o Flatbush. K

will combine office space witly

the Assuciation ol Orthadoy
Jewish Teachers (AOITH,
another organizayon
in Boro Park.
Last ycear,
200 eraduates of tiny Y
pathered a1 lunclion
Mashain feaunisee ghoyg
the “poupd gy Jays” in Byrg
ark. Jerome Hurnblayss,.
President of gy Yashiva [y,
Chaing Foundatio,
Pointsd o that “the
G LECLIMPACE vy (he shapigy aly
the Anicerigin Jewash veMmMuniyy.
CES NGl wnly heeqige,
e educiiors, allorneys |

1hal started

eshivy

Proudly
Yeshiva had

St ongi
Community

Approximacly -

Beld an

"Another Bz " Chaim
fraduate  ad  furmer Boro
Parker. Zuchary Bauniel, WS
caplured by the wrab forees i
Lebaon i 1982 and  ao
whormativn ahout him or his
wherealiouls was Turtheoming

Tram e arab focces ta his diue,

Tiw lour alumni honored at
s lunchicon were Seymour
Reich Esqy., (pug President or
the Confercuce of Presulenty of
Major Jowish Organizauons),
Rabbi  Jeremialn Wallberg,
Ribhi Chainy Scidler-Feider ang
Norman Weisman (Vige
President or gie Founcation).

Also cited wre Milchel|
Man. Lunchean <laemn,
Rubin Markowsz. Journy!
Charrman and Jennie Rusenawciy,
Exccutive Seeretary. Judge
Jerone Hornhluss, Drusident or
e Foundation aml furoer New
York  Ste Justige
Suprene Cour
Special siward.

P.S. 131- 100¢h
Birthday

Deivr Ldiar,

To all Alumni o PS. 131,
43035 For Iy Parkway.
Bronklyn. NY U219 We are
Manning many wonderrul gvengs
this coming sehog) yer tor our

10tk Bicihgay Celebration.”
Ve wotld love to have you join
or all. ur ut leqs

P Nin,

al the
IREciv

S of gur
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[t you we inteeesied n
iang us. please contct: PS..
I3, 100t Birhday
Committee.” ¢fo Mrs. Elaine
Cuuper  Svmoa, 4305 Fort
Hamllon Parkway. Bruukiyﬂ-
NY 12190 or call any ot the
lollowing did feave a mc.\sn;.\j
weludme your e, address |
i tetephone nuimoer and “’t"l
will get in tough with you:
Mrs, ‘Elalinu-‘ Cuoper --S_tmoll;
718-250-3096;  Mres,  Dianwe
Sman Franklin 718-259-2658
o Mrs. Deena Lacher Berger
718.449-172¢. .

Llaine Couper Sinon

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park

You can heip in the re.swch;
preservation and promoua_n‘c
this community by submiting
your own memaries, photos and
other memorabilia,  You can
help atso by becomiag a :.nem.ber
aof the Boro Pask Hlstonca; I
Socicty - only $3 per year (§
relired or studeni) $1Q - for
business ar organization, o;e:z

aking a contribution.
:leriils to B.P.H.S., 4707 D3th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11213,
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THE ORTHODOX
COMMUNITY IN
BORO PARK

e following is a speech
delivered ¥ Kingsboro.
Community College by M\.[
Rashi Stolzenherg as pare of o
Lousse requitement 1o deseribe a
communily.

This repon was Jelivered on
Dec. 1, 1987 and he figuses.
information and description may|
have clanged in the almost 151
years  since  then. Ms.
Stolzenbery is an assistant prin-
cipal in a public clementary
school and lives in Flathush, We !
thank her for her interessing con- '}
trihution, }

his time of vear Brookiyn |
is alive with glivtering lights and
richly decorated siore windows.
Bus in one section of Brookfyn
there are almost no Chrisimas
decorarions ar all. Boro Park,
Brookiyn is predominasty inhab-

sea py Orthodox Jews.  The
sebirih of Orthodox Judiasm in
Ameriva is mosi evident in Boro
Sark.  With a population of
about 55,000 Orthodox Jews, it
s the largess Orthodox Jewish

Communisy in America.
The terin Orthodoxy is very
broad,  Traditional Orthedox
Jesws tend to affiliate with small
congregations and 10 follow a
strict ingerpretation of the 613
-comuandments. Modern
Orthedox Jews, who affifiate
with large congregations, tend to
Juve a maore lenient approach o
Lhe 613 commandments. Among
the Chasidic Jews, Jews who fol-
fow o particular Rebbie, there
are distinctions made on the
basis of dynastic allegiance.
There are more than 20 C hasidic

. dvnasties in Boro Part.

Bora Park caters to the
needs of its orthodox residents.
Moast of the food stores selt only
osher products.  Men's siores
capry Padiional blak clothing,

Wormen's stores self high neck,
“long sleeve dresses.’ This is
1 mandatory garh for Orthodox
Jewish women. There «are
- numerous bookstores which self
bibles, praver hooks, aud fexts
on Jewish law. | maltitude of
stores sell such items ax mwno-

rafis , skuffcaps. ond camde-

{abras.

Thirteenth  Avenne,  ithe
“main sireet” in Boso Park. i |
atwavsd crowded with modvstly
dressed women pushing hahy |
varriages. Men in side carls and
beards rush thwongh ihe sieess
on their way (o synagogne. to e
study hall, or 10 work. And there
are  children  evervwhere,
Orthodax Jewsy frosens em birth
control.

Boro Park has appronimate-
Iy 200 synogogues: oy 2 ar nof
orthadox. There aic 43 religionia
schools.  Since communications
bemveen boys amd pirls i dis-
coraged. the sexes aitead sepy-
rate schools.  Moaxt marraiges
are arvanged.

There are poor Jows in Boro
Park.  But there are also very
rich anes. The majeritn. honev-
er. ure comfortably nmiddle class.

Raro Park wasnt always the
lavgest cenier of Ortlwdos Jewry
“in America. How dud it evolve
intor whar it is todax?

Boro Park was seisled in the
-1920% by upwardiy. mobile sec
‘ond and third genet afion immi-
grants, It was @ suburb which
.comained gardens and parky
and had a country fike anmos-
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wphoeve. B Pask vy adnavs
considered « Jewish neivhbaor-
hood.

By £930 it had aheore 680,000

Jews. Their howes, fasens, and -

svragoyges symbolized saserial
~achievement.  Yiddish fell o

disnse. Jewish children artended

public schools and received reli-
gious instruction ar Hebrew
Sehools in the late afternoons or
evenings. Although ol the insti-
‘unfons  were  traditionally
Jewish,  the  baildings  were
cA\pensive. INposing structures.

The residenss prided them-
selves i their Americaniym,
their financiol success, and thetr

- gencral modemness. Boro Park
was  the  fulfitimens of  the
American promise: a fiome one
could call his own. a neighbor-
hoodd in which ane could tuke
pride, acighbors wish whosm one
shoved common inferests.

The carly Jewish residents
were eager o leave hehind the
innnigrans ghettos and the tradi-
tions and rituals that thex usyo-
cicted with these ghettos:

Their Baro Park  swna-
gogues  connrned pews  and
ornaments. Officers and clergy
dressed formatly. Althongh Boro
Park  residents  insisied  on
rematining Jewish, their religions
practices were secondary to
them.

Boro Park changed very fit-
tle from the depsession until the

“end of World War . However,
the young prople who cane of
age after World War H were bes-
fer edncared and surpassed me
adlucvements of their parents
and grandparents. As Boro Park
became more urban, the young
caffluess peaple moved to more
suburban conusunities.

179
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During this period and dur-
ing the 1950 Jewish immi-
grants from: war ioru Earope
seplaced ithese residemts. Muosi
of those immigranis were ortho-
dox.

During the late 40's.the
30% and the early 605
Williumsburg  and  Crown -
Heights were the mosi inpornant
Oritidox Jewish Commmmtites in
NY.C

fnn the 005, howeves, other
cthinic groups began moving into
Brookivn in large numbers tany
maved into Willicmsburg and
Crawn Heighits. The sheltered
cluistered environment of the

They were  fuced with  the
prospect of iving in an ethnical-
Iy imegrated neighborhood or
moving. Those who could afford

fo. moved. The majority-- 1o

Boro Park., Most of the
Ortliodox institutions of
Williamsburg and  Crown

Heights were transplanted 1o
Borv Park . Many Chasidic
Rabhis- and
moved there as well. And Boro
Park became what it is today.

! visited Born Park last
Friday. In the early afternoon
the sto~ * were starting 5o close.
The owners were leaving carly
in order 1o prepare for the

their followers |

dismissed.  On the eve of the
Subbath veshiva siudents fave ¢
hadf dey of sehool Women wer!
fuerrving 1o do tast minaie shap-
ping. 1 stopped at a hakery.
Everyone was buving
chalonSubbath bread).  Many
people were speaking yiddish,
Was I really in America?

‘Bora Purk seemed no different

than the mast religious neigh-
horhoods in fsracl.  Orthodox
residents of Horo Purk secmed

1mlull)- submerged in the vbser-

vance of Jewish fuw and ritual.
And this fervent committrent fo
Juddism is whatr makes Buro

Park a wunique and awesome

g g Nerience,
Jews in shese arcas wus being By

Sabbuath.  Schools were being
chunged by their new neighbors.

HELP PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

Home of the GERRET PETER COWENHOVEN famiy at 18th ave.

and 51 st. during a snowstorm, during the early 1800's, Courtesy

= of Catharine Scarborough of Wilmington, Delaware, Copyprint and
submission by Yom Prendergast,
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MORE ON THE
WORLD TRADE
CENTER ATTACK

!
In 2 previous column,

Occ.2001, we discussed the |
Boro Park involvement and loss-
€50 1he infarmmous attack of 9711
on the World Trade Cealer
Anvther tragic oss was brought
I our attcmion as reported in Uie
New York Times of Oct. 2001,
“Mr. Angelo Amaraato, 60,
of Borough Park, Brooklyn.
worked on the 87th,8%ih and
9lst fMloors of 2 World Trade
Centet™ *5aid” his * daughter; *
Rosanna, A native of Salerno, a
city in southern lhaly,” Mr.
Amawanto loved 10 provide for |
his famndy. He had hree gcand-
, children. “He showed his fove
thraugh work und buying 2ilis'.
said his daughicr, who lives
upstaires in the family’s house.™

Angele Amaranto felt his
" job as 4 janitor at the Nasdaq and
went 10 work al Lthe (win tpwers,
in the same capacity, i 1973,
when the World Trade Center
was complcied

His wifc Maria said he
laved those huildings and ¢ the
stact, for the firse two years had
W work nights but it wax worth
it. 'The phone divectory lisis the
address of Angclo Amaraa as
1255-59x¢.

We  welcome  addionad
information about (he World
Tradic Center disaster os it rebules
W Born Park,

50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF
CAPTURE OF
WILLIE SUTTON

Feb. 1#%th, 2002 was the)
S0th Anniversary of the leg-;
cnditey capturc of the famous
hank robber, Willic Sutton. Mr.
Sutlon was then 52 and was on
ihe EB.L.'s most wanted list cver
since  he cscaped  from 4
Peanslyvanian prisun {ive ycars
carlicr. He was called a “gemle-
man bandit” who had robbed
numerous banks willioul cver
firing a shol or hurting anyonc
and had cscaped {renn prison
thece Ltmes.

His career cane o an cod
that Feb. duy in 1932 when e
was identificd vn o subhway train
leaving Dekalb Ave Suwion by a
a Beoro Pack mam.  Arnold
Schuster. Mr. Schuster, 24, lived -
v, 45th, SLoncag, Yih aveo g
worked in his Budwr’s clothiag
store in Boro Pack.

When Me Snuon lefe the
train Mr, Schuster fellmwved him
and reported himy to tlie polce.
I was only aftee s dosngs
that the plolice fiualty arrested
him, and the papess were lilled
wilh the exeiting story.

Tragically however, Amold
Schuster was gunncd dowa and
viciously killed on March 8.
1952, while he walked near bis
home. al 913-45st. He lived at
W47.4551. Mr. Sutton claimed he
knew aothing of the murder and
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had nothing to do wilh it. He
was in fact quitc upsct that a
young man was killed because of
him. The police suspect that Mr.
Schuster was murdered by onc
of the mob bosscs. Mr. Sulton
remaincd in jait until 1969 and
dicd in 1980.

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help i the research,
preservatdon and promotion of
this commuoity by subnutling
your own memaorics, photos and
other mewmorabilia.  You can
helg also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year ($3
retired or siudent) $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a conuibution. Send
materials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219,

DISTRICT 20
ANNOUNCES
APPLICATIONS

Conununity School District
20 announces Prekindergarten
Applications are now available
at oll Mstriel 20 pablic clemnen-
l;l;')"hkzh'(lnl.\f R

Children born in 1998 are
cligible. Tnlonnation about the
progeam is altached 10 the appli:
cation,

Deadline: Friday, April 12,
M2 by 300 pan. loguirics:
(718) 224-8104.

Cathy Gustaitis. Director
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

by Dr, Philip J. Kipust

OLD NEWSPAPER
CLIPPINGS

The following thres articles
originally published in the
Brooklyn Eagle newspaper in
1925 were researched and  sub-
mitted by Mr. B.M. Selevan, an
officer of the 8.P.H.S

It may be of interest to note

some of the similaritics and

differences with todays
problems, activities and use of
language.
K. OF P. GIVES
PICNIC FOR
CRIPPLED TOTS

Boro Park lodge 1akes 80
to prospect pa¥%

Eighty crippled children, 50
girls and 3D boys., were made

“happy yesterday afternoon by a

picnic in Prospect Park, which
was given for them by ihe Boro _

Park Lodge of the Knights of
Pythias.  The kiddies were
brought in 30 molor cars by
members of the lodge from a
branch of the Boro Park Infants
Home, 731 E. 9th sireel,
Manhattan; escorted by
motorcycle policemen.

The procession included
members of the Pythian Sisters,
Temple No. 95 of Bora Park;
cight nurses from the home, a
band, and professional
enteriainers. AL the park picnic
grounds 2 baskel luncheon was
served.  Souvenirs included
sewing boxes for the girls and
harmonicas for the boys, were
given out and everyone had as
much: ice cream, cake and soda
aler as he desired.

The committee in charge of
the  outing included Payl
Waldinan, past councellor of the
Boro Park Lodge; George
Levine, chancellor commander: .
Irving Blank, chairman of the”

welfare commitiee and Mrs.
Max Perlmunier, president of the
Pythian Sisters.

(Brooklyn, Eagle 1925)

SAYS JEWISH PUPILS
ARE FORCED TO
SING SONGS OF

GENTILES
Rabbi Abels Also Scores
Study of
“Libelous Slander” in
“ Merchant of Venice”
Rabbi Moses J. M. Abels of

Cedarhurst, L.I speaking last
night at the regular manthly
mecting of the Men's Club of
Temple Emancel 14th Ave. and
49th street, made a fiery prolest
against the “forced singing of
Gentile songs by Jewish children

in the publici schools of this |
couniry.” He also deplored the '
present school curriculum which i
he charged; forced Jewish |
children o Jearh by heart the !
speech in “The Merchant of
Venice” in which Poctia heaps
defamative upon Shylock. He
labeled this speech a “vile and
libelous slander upon the Jewish
race” and urged all present 1o
protest 10 lhe Board of'
Education,

Rabbi Maoses replaced Max
D. Steuer, who had been
anpounced as the speaker of the
evening bul wha was unable 10
atlend because of iflness.

Max Perlman presided.

- {Brooklyn. Eagle 1925) '

*
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GARBAGE PILES
“*IN STREETS
ROUSE BORO
PARK FOLK

Menace healrh, SuysJ.
Bernard Brophy - Laura
Promises Relief.

_“Conditions in (he streets of
Boro Park have become & healfh
menace to the community.” said
J. Bernard Brophy of 5708 New
Utrecht Ave, a representative of
the .. Boro Park Tax payers

Assaciation, lale  yeslerday.
“Qur strects are littered with
rubbish. Garbage collection is 2
thing of chance. Somelimes ilis
a week between callections and
ashes remain in unemptied cans
for 10 0 12 days ai a lime”

Voicing a scathing
denunciation of Deputy
Commissioner Laura and (he
Brooklyn Street  Cleaning

Department, Mr. Brophy wenl
on to say that ashes, and garbage
. and refuse lay about the streels
before Friday’s snow and that its
non-removal had created a dan-
ger (a the health af the sesidents
of his section. “Who knawn but
that this frightful condition of
the street’s may not bring on an
epidemic? he added.

An investigation was made
by The Eagle before the storm
on  Friday and  several
photographs were taken. The
condilions stated by Mr. Braphy
were found to be true,.

On 45th street not far from

MR. Brophy's home, the
sidewalks were found linered
with rubbish and trash. most of
which had been blawn from
unempticd trash cans and from
garbage containers which stoud
in frant of cach house. h was
appareni no collections had been
made for some time.

-~
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A great heap of sireel
sweepings and rubbish was
found collecied al a point on
S0th street, near New Utreciht
Ave.  Sevcral sireet sweepers
dumpcants had been emptied
here and the refuse wagons had
made no collections in days.

Oiher streels in the section
on Friday when the storm canie
showed similar signs of neglect.
Waste paper was flying about, ~
irash cans spilling over with the
accumulation of weeks stood
like sentinels in the snow piles al
the curbiongs. And garbage was
found frozen in pails alongside
of other pails overfilled and but |
icy lumps from exposure 1o the
weather,

Although on certain streets
some collecting by wagons of
the Street Cleaning Department !
was observed. The force al work |
was plainly inadequate and the |
efforts of the cleancrs but
scratched the surface.

Mr. Brophy deciares that
one of the faulis of the present
system of collecting in Boru
Park lies in the fact that many of
the wagons colleciing ashes and
parbage in olher districis have
then 16 make collections in this:
seclion. “These wagons are [ull
when they pet here”  he said,
“and the men cannol put refuse
and garbage on carls that are full
already.™

Mr. Brophy is planning Lo
call upon Heallh Commissioncr
Monaghan if condilions do nol
change [or the hetter at onee.

“You can guaranlce 10 Boro
Park thal there will be no more
cause o complain.” declared
Commissioner Laura of the

2002

Street  Cleasing  Dcpartment
yesterday. “T am putting on73
additional men in this scction at
once, and there are 50 more:
trucks now available since the'
first of the year under (he budget
allowance.

“Just the mipue we were
about to pul these trucks and
men o wark, the snow caine
down. W are concentrating our
wark now on clearing (he snow,
but then , once this is clcaned up
we will clean up the ashes and
garbage in Boro Park.

“Telt this community for
me, said the Dcputy
Commissioner, “there will be !
more trucks and morc workers, |
and 1 guaranicc them better
service hercafter.”

(Brocklyn, Eagle 1925)
HOUSES - BEFORE

AND AFTER

Since the siart of Lhis
columo in 1978 and the
cstablishment of the Boro Park
Historical Society in 1979, one
of he hisworical projecis
undertaken  has  been  the
photographing of the buildings
in the community, Muny privale
homes, stores, schools,”
Synagogues, churches and other
busincsses and insbilutiaons were
and still ace being photographed. .«
In addition many old
photographs were purchased
from  histerical  archives,
libraries or privale collections
and some were donated by
readers and institutions.

We have witnessed
numerous changes in  the
housing  stock  of  this
ncighborhood. A New York
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Times article of fanuary 7. 1998
pointed gut that since (990 the
Building Department has issued
nore permits for private
CONSLIUCHIONn  projects - Acw
homes and  additions - in the

Boro Park area than in any ather
. residential  ncighborhoad 1n
Brooklyn. Wec have all seen the
“phenomenal rawe of ncw hame
consiruction in the community,
almaost cvery block has- some
n¢w homes, many blocks have a
majority of ncw houses.
This ongoing boom ia new
consiruction demoaostrates the
desirubility of this ncighborhood

and incrcased value, bul It has |

also resulted in more crowding
and olhcr probiems. [n many
cascs, for example, where 2 one
family house stood fifty ycary
ago on a lat of 40" by 100" the
house was demolished and 1n its
placc two houses were buill,
cach with theee wr  faur
apariments or stories.  This
added substantially (o the
crowding of the ncighborhaod w
the increased numbcer of cars and
related parking and  driving
problems.

As onc feature ol this
column we plan (o publish
periodically phatos of buildings
“Before and After” sa we can sec
the changes of architecture and

_canstruction that has taken
placc. Where possible and

. available we hope Lo include
some  historical tnformation
about the buildings and
residents. We also invile readecs
to submit photns  and
information about them such as
names of residents, year con-
structed or renovated and related
information, somc basic infor-
mation was taken from Lhe tele-
phone direclory.
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PHOTOS - BEFORE

AND AFTER

The “Before and After”
photos included here show the
lollowing houses from left 10
rsght: 1558, 1552, 1548, wnd
1544 45st, the carly photo was
laken by Gloria  Tucker
Greenhut, 3 ncighbor, in 1978,
and submitled 10 the
B.PH.S, The later photo was
laken in 2002 by Phil Kipust.

iy

Before: Pholo on left taken 1978 of L. to A. 1558, 1552, 1544,
- 1544-45st. After: Photo on right taken 2002 of same houses
See

* additional information In column aove. .
Photo'¢redits. Betore-Gloria Tucker Greenhut
After - Phillp J. Klpust
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1558: This hous¢  wan
constructed in 1922, In 1978 the
owners  were Phil &  Ruth
Kipust, living upstairs and the
wnants hving downstairs were
Adoiph and Esther Beornstein
and famiiv. The house was
renovated an 1980 as scen n the
laler phota. The owners are 1he
same bul the wenants afe new
Rabbi Yizchok and Mrs. Rena
Yarmush and family. The man
on the  Ladder. doing repaies 1s
Phil Kipust.

1552 This  house was
sinular 1o and cansirucwed al the
sumie e period as 1538, The
owners in 1978 were Rabbi and
Mrs Yehudia Leib Nekntz the
Riosh Yeshivaby of Yeshiva Beth
Joxeph.,  The tenant downslairs
was Rabb: and dres. Yitzehak
Perris o Rebbe in Yeshiva Karkin
Stahn,

The new 3 family building
shown in the Jater photy was
vonstructed  in 1992, The
owners e Mr and Mrs. Moshe
ficund who me the owners of
Irreunds Fishinarket on { 3th Ave
carner ol 43rd Sireel; the two
waants are Rabby and  Mrs.
Joseph Swrn and Rabbi Gosef
Finler

1548: This  house was
constructed  in 1919, The
owaers at the time of the lust
phote were Alexander and il
Gordon. The house was owned
before by Cua Gordon's parenis
Mr and Mrs. Isaac Aronowits
who moved in there in 1920
while Tua was o youny child.
Ena is undoubtedly the longest
living resident on the block and
maybe in all of Bovo Park. The
carly photo shows the house
laggety covered by leaves the
later photo shows the small
housc squeezed between the 1wo
new larger buildings. No major

(cont'd.

renovalions were donc on the
house the currenl lenamis
upslairs are Mr. and Mrs. Mashe
Lipshite.

1544: This house is similar
1o and was construcied in 1919
at the same lime as 1548, The
owners in Lhe carly photo were
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gerstner. ‘The
fater pholo shows a new three
story house constructed oo this
listed site. The current residents

listed are Mre. Morns Fregl,
Mr. and Mrs. Neehemia Galger
and Mr. and Mrs.  Yoely
Mermelstein.  Mr. and M
Berger.

Beaides the new constiuc-
tion in the faer ghow we also
notice 1he climination of the tree,
the hedges and other green
plants, which represents another
change in the fcatsres of Boro
Park.

QLD TIMERS

The following letter 1o the
Editor of “Old Timers™ appeared
i the Brookiyn Eagle on Sunday
July 18. 1948.

BOROGH PARK'S

FIRST MOVIE
PALACE WAS AN
ICE CREAM
PARLOR, IT SEEMS

Editor - Old Timer
Recently | have not poticed
any feuers from 1he Boragh Park
secuan of the great Borough of
Brooklyn.
Borough  Park as !
cemember it was 3 communily

of auraclive houses and most -

importantly waod (umilics -
exeellent Families.

185
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Ii was a great place for
children ta romp and play as the
dangerous automaobile was nou
the prevalent thing it is oday,
As u consequence the children
develaped  some  all around
athlelcs. An outstanding athlete
was the lue S, Howard Voshelt
11¢ was one of the greats af (en-
nis players,  An excellent hase-
ball and feotball pluyer toa, The
Burough Park Teonis Club had
otber awtstanding players such
as  Willoughby Jeanings,
Hawmd Murphy and Arlcigh
Pefham 1o mentivn but a few,
The greatest baschall pitcher
developed was Ponn Finlayson,
Qthier gond players | recall were
Milton  Gricshack., hilled 1n
World War . An Bradley.
Hacknicister and Will Brophy.
Some of the youngsters were
ceally wanderful baschall
and foutball players us well. The
nice. ¢lean green ficlds provided
the proper grounds for these
campelitive games.,

Steven’s Drug stoce was a
highly regacd>d establishment
and the busy Dr Stzvens was
never o busy not o have a chat
of an evening with his friend,
counsellor Van Thon.

Toujes was the leading
grocer and the handsome
bearded son standing in 2 h orse
drawn delivery wagun going al a
fast clip was a greut vigofous
picture.

Connally Brothers ran a
bake shop close by Stevens Drug
Store. They started to build
houses in a small way and
gradually became builders on 2
large scale. One of the brathers
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is now, [ believe, president of a
bank. They used to bake in_the,.
cellar those days. I can see him™*
now in my mind's eye emerging
from the cellar with a targe tray »
of freshly baked good things. He
had red curly hair.

‘A fine family typical of the
section were the Nolans. | recall
besides the parents five boys and
two girls. They lived on 55th .
Strect between 14th Avenue and
New Utrecht Ave.

An old time family in
Borough Pack were the
Johnsons. They lived on S6th
Street and jater 55th Street.
Mirs. Johnson taught in P.S. 103,
There was a daughter Agnes and
three sons. Jeff, Lester, and the
oldest son, whose name I cannot
recall.

The Taylors lived in a
mansion on L5th Ave. Between
49th Sueet and 48th Street. The
Sages also had a fine house on
the same Avenue.

The Beavers occupicd the
large red house on |5th Ave the
grounds running from S50th
Streel 10 S1st Swreet. If { recall
correctly they lived previous to
that, in Blytheboumne close by
Frances . de Chantal Church.
Across from the Beavers was the
Baron Family. Harold Baron
was a good soccer player. 1seem
10 be concentrating on t5th Ave.
So as long as | am at it 1 shall
mention a few other families,
Voshell, Powell and Lawler . 1™
just happened to think the elder
Bcavers daughter is in some way
connected with the city in an
clective othice, She s, i Ghunk oni
the City Council. | can't recall
her marriage name. (this refers.
to Cuuncilman Genevieve Earl -
ED¢ :

Edna Murphy the moving
picture actress who marricd
Mervyn Le Roy lived with her
parents and sisters, Edith and
Estelle and brother Bernard on
55th Swreet betwecn 15th and

2002
{cont*‘d.
Come to mind the first place
o show moving piclures -. HELP PRESERVE
Barry's Ice Cream Parlor. Price THE [{[STORY OF

of admission a 5 cents soda with
a big scoop of cream.

The first straight moving
picture theater was built and run
by Capl. Roser on S6th Street
and New.:Utrecht Ave. and
named “The Rose™ Captain
Orser was a veteran gf the Boer
War. He was a distinguished
looking - gentleman: Fred
Robichon used to sing at “The
Rose™. And a good singer he
Al and an older brother who was »
a _Jawyer. They had an:
exceptionally pretty sister. 1!
wish that some other Borough
Parkers would write to “Old
Timers." EX BOROUGH PARKER

BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and bistory of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submiing
your own memorics, photos and
other memorabilia, You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (83
reticed or student) $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a contribution. Send
malterials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219,

2

Hanna Scherer, a performance improvement specialist at
Maimanides Medical Center, was honored recently by IPRO..an
independent health care evaluation organization. Dr. John Quinley,
1PRO vice president, presented Ms. Scherer with the “Excellence in
Health Care Quality Improvement” award for her oulstanding
service.

FREE!!
Annual meeting of the Boro Park Historical
Society. Memories of Boro Park by guest speaker,
PROF. BERTRAND AGUs. MonNpay, JUNE 3, 2002, 7PM
Auditerium of the Boro Park YM/YWHA,
50th St. and 14th Ave. + Audience Participation
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip i. Kipust

BORO PARK
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY ANNUAL

MEETING
June 3, 2002

Mresident Jacque Friedman
ihe audience and
noted the presence of Ira Kluger,
Co-President of the Canarsie
Historical Sociely, He said that
the Boro Park Historical Society
has st mini-muscumn in its office

welvomed

an 13th Avenue, which can be |

visited by calling 854-1033 and
making an appointment,

Lucille Posner,
Caorresponding  Secretary and
Acquisitions Chairman of the
Sociely,  inlroduced  Prol.
Berirand Agus, the guest speak-
er. Prol. Agus’ mother, Edith
darinbach. moved with her fam-
iy 1o Boro Park from ihe Bronx
i the early 1920°s and his father.
Hivm Agus. moved (o Boro Park
Irom (then) Palestine i 1927,
Dr, Haim Agus. a general praci-
had an office in Bora
Park from 1937 antil be retred,
n 1976, He died in 198).

Prof. Agus was bornan I‘)J();
e Lsrac] Zion Hospital fnow
Mannonides Hospitaly. as \\'cre]
Saul and Stephen. his younger!
brothers. Prol. Agus is a pron-
acnt rheumatologist with an
office  in Manhatian, and
Siephien is a prominent lawyer
who lives and has an office in
Munhatian.

Guest Speaker

Prof. Betrand Agus

Prof. Agus expressed plea-
sure at heing buck in Bore Park.
He sanl ihat he had visited the
stie o (he family home, 1365
d81h Strect  The house has been
demolished and three houses

Liaeer,

nuw occupy the site. He recalled
playing  Stoop Ball and
King/Queen. Bath af these
games were played with a
Spalding ball, which
Bivoklyniles refecred to as
Spaldeen. Fle also recalled play-
g Ring-A-Levio. Children

olicn played these games fot
houts. until mothers fiteradly
dragged them home for lunch l

and supper.

PROF. BERTRAND AGUS.

Then, as now, several gencre
ations of a family lived in Boro
Park. which encouraged close-
ness between generations. Prof.
Agus’ grandfather Jived on 55th
Sireet and 17th Avenue and other
relatives lived on [2th Avenuc.
He usually visited his relatives
on Saturday afteraoons.

His paternal grandfather had
been a shochet and a rabbi in
Europe and, as a resule. his {ather
received a good Jewish educa-
tion and was well versed in the
Tatmed,  HIs paternal ancestor,
Yumtoy Lipman Helter, was
Jearned in the Torah and the
Tudtiind, A megitlndi was written
about him. Children in his fam-
ily stifl icad alvud a paragraph of
this megitlah every year around
Purim.

2002
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Whee Haim Agus arrived in
the U.S.. he found a job and
studied English at a night schoal.
When he mastered ¢he English
language, he ensolled at evening
classes at New York University.
He had worked 2s a shachei in
Europe {which entailed cxamin-
ing the organs of dcad animals to
see il the animad was fit o be
cestified kosher) and that fed 10
his inlerest in anatomy and sub-
scquently medicine, He was
accepted into a medical schaol -
even though, in thase days, med-
ical schouls in the U.S. had quo-
1as for Jews. [n 1941, afice be
graduated (rom medical schaol,
he was drafied inte the army and
served in the mcdical corps. His
wile and young son moved la
Tennessce 0 be near bis army
camip. After the war, Dr. Agus
and his family tnoved to an
apariment io a building at 5115
{ 3th Avenue that was owned by
his grandfather. 1t was there that
his (ather opened his tnedical
office in 1947,

Dr. Haim Apus was a
cemarkable man. His day never
cnded.  In 1972, he was siill
making linuse calls, even though
other doclors had lung since
given up making house calls by

that time! Although he was not
fully obscevant, he was aiways
inituenaced by his religious
upbringing. He spoke literary
Yuldish, a pure Yiddish with no
taglish words.  One of his

tather’s  brothers  was  an
Onhudox  rabbi  who taught
Jewish  history at Yeshiva

Unnersity: arother brather was
a Conservative rabbi. -

)
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Prof. Agus atended Etz

Chuim Yeshiva. cven sumber
side ol | 3ih Avenue. 50th 10 5is1

Sticet tnow demolished) for a -
year before iransfeming 10 the

{*linbush Yeshiva.

Ite recalled a candy siore on
1.3th Avenue and 4%th Sircet that
hisi) 4 TV sei, where people gath-
cred 1o watch baseball games.
Sandy Koufax, the famous pilch-
¢ Jur the Brooklyn. Dodgers.
lised on 48th  Street. down the
bluck Irom Prof. Agus’ home.
On several occasions. the grea

Konfax 100k part in the boys™ .

solibal) games.

Profl. Agus leamed 10 swim
in the pool of the YM/YWHA on
I4th Avenue and 50th Suect. He
knew Alan Dershowitz. who
lixed on his block, who is now a
Jaw  professor at  Harvard
Untversity and a  prominent
detense lawyer. Even as a boy.
Dershowilz was something of a
rehel.

Afer his 1alk, Prof. Agus
asked  for comments andfor
yuestions trom the audience. In
answer o a question, he said thai

his molher was a receptionist in
his father’s office.  Somcone
recalled Vim's. an appliance
slore on the even number side of
) 3th Avenue that had 2 TV set in
the window. TV was siill in jis
infancy and people staod ouiside
of Vim's to waich TV. Piof.
Agus.recalled Rothstein's Dry
Goods Store on the odd aumber
side of 13th Avenue, and 39th
Si., Blait's 4 cents and 9 jeents
store on the odd number side of .
13th Avenue, between S0th and
51st’Strects; and Bunnyland, a
clothing store for young chil-
dren, which ts still in existence.
He recalled Skilowitz

Deticalessen on the even number
side of 13th Avenue betwecen
49th and SOth Sireet, and an
appelizing stare on the corner of
13th Avenue and 50th_Street ,
(even number side). (The appe-
lizing store, now under different
ownership, has relocated to New
Uwrecht  Avenve and. 50th
Street.]. Moshe Kousevitsky of
Temple Belh-El was a famous
cantor with a powerful and sweet
singing voice. Mr. BernKnopl
was another great.cantor, who*
affiliated" with' the Young Iscac!
of Boro Park, 50th Street
between 13th and 14th Avenues.
Prof. Agus remembered Samuel

Friedman, a learied man and®

butcher, who certified “that an
animal "had been slaughiered
according 1o kosher laws.

Concluding Remarks

- President Fricdman thanked
Prof. Agus for his inleresting
talk end thanked the audience for
their ongoing suppon of the
Society. He said that annual
membership dues are  $10,
retirees $5, business or an orga-
nization is $200.

Respectfuily submitted,

" LUCILLE POSNER
Ed: We Thank Luciile
Posaer, Corrospondin g2

—ecrelary,  for recording, com-
piling and submitting the pro-
cedings of the Annual Meeling
of the Boro Park Historical
Society.
Follow Up Interview of
Prof. Bertrand Agus
After the presentation and
mecting we intervicwed Prof.
Bertrand Agus (B.A.) to fill ip
some addittonal informalion
about his family's Boro Park his-
107y.
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He said the original family
name. when his father came
from Poland. was Agushewitz.
While his father Dr. Haim
Agus(H.A.) was attending med-
ical schoal his professor advisced
him to shorten his name, which
he did legally , 10 Agus.

His famdy lived at the fol-
lowing three addresses in Boro
Park: 1927 10 194} ar 12th Ave.
and 53rd St.. 1946 to 1948 at'
5115- 13th Avel: 1948 to 1976 a0
1385-4%th St. =

From 1941 w0 1946 his
liather served in the U.S. Army as
# medical doctor and the family
traveled with him,

In the 1930's it was difficull
for Jewish students to get into
medical schools in the U.S. so
vany went o study at medical
schools in Europe.  His father
(H.A.) was one of the lortunate
ones who  was admitied 10
N.Y.U. medica! school.

While 1n medical school
(H.A.). had to overcome many
difficulues and make special
arrangements in order to (uifill
his  religious obligations to
obscrve the fewish Sabbath.
The medical schaol was apen an
Saturdays and students were
ohligated ot attend classes. His
father would walk to the schoal
in Manhattan 0 attend classes an
Salurdays but did not write or do
ather prohibited activities.

[n the army, his family was
stationed in Tennessee for a long
period of time and he remembers
that there were no Jewish fami-
lies living in (he community.
His father was aiso in Evronpe at
the diheration of Buchenwald
cancentration camp.
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His father. Dr. Haim Agus.
wi a gilted writer and the fami-
ly 15’ considering publishing 2
bovK’sf his letters and writings
He (H.A.} was a descendent of
the famous sage, Rabbi Yom Tov
Lipman Heller whose book he
rranslated into English. The
book was called Megilot Eva.

In 1947 there were a num-
ber of cases reporied of polio
and there was a scare of a Polio
oulbreak. In 1948-49 therc was

a scare of a Smal) Pox outbreak. -

cveryone was required 1o get a
vaccination against these dis-
eases. He (B.A.)} remembers
lines of people in the street wail-
ing 1o get their shots. Tt was dur-
ing this time (hat his father's
medical practice developed. His
father spoke Yiddish, Hcbrew
and lialian and was thus able to
communicale with his various
Boro Park patients. All the pco-
ple in the community seemed 10
bc very neighborly and friendly
I 1hose days.

Pref. B. Agus said he was
baseball minded while he was
growing up. He was under the
impression or myih . that every-
one in Brooklyn was dodger fan
and thosc who weren'l were at
nsk of ife. In 1946 he remem-
bers atiending a game at Ebbets
Field beiween 1he Brooklyn
Dodgers and Piitsburg Pirates.
Sandy Koufax, the famous base-
ball player, lived on his biock.
He remembers that onc year a
world series game was sched-
uled for Yom Kippur and Sandy
refused 10 pilch on Yom Kippur.
B.A. said he and the other Jews
were very proud of him.

B A. 5aid his Bar Milzvah
was celebrated at the Menorah
Temple Hall on 14th Ave. an
5Cth Street; - ¥

Dr. Haim Agus was basical-
ly an intemist and specialized 1n
abdominal medicine. He retired
in 1976 and moved 0
Manhatzn, He passed away in
1981 due to heart failure. His
wife Edith helped him in his
work by answering the phone
and serving as bis receptionist.
She was very good atit. She was
alsa involved in several Jewish
organizations including
Maimonides Hospital. She still
resides in Manhattan.

prof. B. Agus said his fami-
ly usuzlly attended services at
\he Young Israel then at 1363 -
50th St. and on some occasions
atiended Cong. Beth E1.on 15th
Ave. and 48th St to listen 10
cantor Kousevitsky. B8.A. sang

\n the shul choir for a white. He
said that Sam Friedman. the
Kosher butcher and Baal Koreh
(Torah Reader) at the Young
Isracl for many years, was his
teacher for torah reading. His
father’s brother, Dr. krving Agus,
was chairman of the Department
of Jewish History at Yeshiva
University.

Several people in the audi-
cnce remarked Lhat they were
Jormer patients of Dr. Agus and
remembered him well and fond-

ly.
Edward Silver

Alter the General miceting
of the Boro Park Mistorical
Society. 1 briefly interviewd Mr.
Gdward Silver, one of the people
in the audience.

His family moved to Boro
Park, from the Lower East Side
of Manhattan in i914.. His par-
cnts Joseph and Julia fiest moved
1o 9th Ave. and 39th St His
inaternal grandpareats Solomon
and Katherine Margaretin also
moved 1o B.B in 1914 from the
Lower East Side and theic Giest
residence was 3l 43st ST

herween 12th and 13th Ave.
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Edward and his six other
siblings were all bom in Boro
Park.. They were, in order of
birht. Rasulind Fricdnmean, Ruth
Frammell, Beateice Horowitz,
Helen Gooderman, Evelyn Ross,
Edward Silver, and Gladys
Freilich.

in 1922 his family moved to
1551-53rd St. and in 1938 they
moved to Prospect Heights. His
father was a painter and decora-
tor.

Edward attended PS 180 on
i6th Ave. and 56th St. until class
4A and then 1iransfereed to
Yeshiva Toras Emes. He
remembers his teachees in Toras
Emnes. Rahbi Goldberg. princi-
pal. Mr Bohensky and Mr. Bryk.
Elis English 1eacher was Mrs,
Dubvwsky (MNemeroff).  There
was no Yeshiva H.S. in Boro
Park 1then he attended Alexander

Hamilton H.S. then Icfferson
H.S. at night and then in 1943 he
was drafted inot the army.

His Bar Mitzvah was held at
Cong. Anshei Sfard, at 14th Ave.
anid ‘45th St downstairs.

Another Boro Park
Casualty of Terrorism

foseph Leifer, an American
tourist to Israel, and resideat of
Boro Park, was on¢ of the many
people trapped in the terrorist :
bombing in Jerusalem, Ben
Yehudah pedestrian mall in
December, 2001.

He was injured by the bomb
shrapnel and required surgery
two times, but foriunately sur-
vived.

During his haspital stay in
Jerusalem he was visited hy New
York Govemor George Pataki
and New York City Mayor -
Elect (then) Michael Bloomberg,
who were then visiting Isracl.
That was an cxperience Leifer
called “an inspiriation".

Leifer suffered severel mus-
cle damage in both fegs and is
now hame in Boro Park recuper-
ating. ____
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HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Pask.

You can help in the rescarch,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your awsn memories, photos and
other memorabilia.  You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (33
retired or swdenty 510 - for
business or organization, or by
making a conmibution. Send
materials to B.P.H.8S., 4707 13t
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219.

Loew's purchased the
Universal theater in
1929 and renamed it
the Loew's 46th Street
Theater, located on
46th St. and New
Utrecht Ave. It is
now the location of
Regal Furniture,

Photo donated to
Boro Park Historical
Society by

Daric Marotta.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

SHOMREI
HACHOMOS -
ORTHODOX

CHAPELS

1 recently {(Oct. 2002}
wssed Shomres Hachomos -
Jrthadux Chapels located al
21> - Ft. Ham. Pkwy, and
deci fed 10 g0 in 1o inquire aboul
he historical change.  This
wi hing was previously owned
and  operawed by  Ceraso
Geanarelh Funeral Hame until
last ve. r (2001).

he  office swalf Mr.
Ave ‘hom Folger and Mr. Shaw!
Ginsberg were able to give me
the following information. The
owner of Shomrei Hachomos is
Mr. Moshe Spicgel who lives in
Israe! and specializes in funerals
it have burials in Israc).
although he docs burials in
America as well. He has been in
tie business for over 30 years.

I response 1o questions
aheut ehiinges made in the build-
g or in the operation of Whe
funecat home, 1 was informed ol
the fellowing.

The  scating  vapacity
renans the same. about 400
people.  The size of the lot
110650 s, feer or (0D by IO
feel also remains (he sune,

The funerad home has an
“partment upsiairs where the
previous swner lived, “They swd
thit the Dshians have w ieadition
that the owace ol the (uneral
home hives in the building. Tha
apuamgnt ks naw used hare other
PUmOSCs,

The building didn’t have a
cefrigerator  fur the  badies
beeause previousiy i the hudics
were embaimed before burial.
Now a refngerator was wstalled.
The new owners built a Tihars
room where the baodies are
cleaned or purified accurding to

Jewish Law.,  The new gwners
also added 1 special room Tor
Kohanim so that they miy enter
the building during Tuserals.
I'he offices remained essentially
the xame. One af the warkees @
ihe funeral home told the new
sl that bis son-in-law was
huned through this chapel over
30 years ago.

i Yooked around the outside
of the buitding to sec il there was
« corner stone with information
shout when the building was
noill hut coutdn’t lind any.

Ir any of our seaders could
supply informauon about the
Ceraso  Gennarclli  Funcral
Home we would apprecute
receiving it and would like 10
include the information in future
volumns.

ELTON THEATRE

Right hehind the Shomnrci
HachomosfCerasa  Gennarclli
chapels, on lhe corner of New
Urrecht Ave. and 43 St (between
43 &42 St.) is 1he site of the for-
mer [Elon movie theatre. 1 went
1o look at he huilding which is
now all bricked up, except for a
doorway. 1 rang the hell and
spoke 1o the  owaer Mr.
Tenenbaum who said the buikt-
ing was now used for a factory
and he was upaware of its previ-
ous use as a theawre or anything
about il

Loaking through my ald
colomas of I remember Boro
Pack™ | located three letters sub-
b by readers with same
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information about the Eltan
Theatre,

In a column that appeared in
June 1985, Mr. Emanual
Schwartz wrate “the Elton
movie on 43 51, and New Utrecht
Ave, was built in 1926, This
movic was built en 1he site from °
which two wooden frame houses
were lificd and replaced on 1wo
new foundations on 42 st. The
first movic shown in the Elion

wits Potamkin. The building is
now occupied hy a leather man-
ulacturer ™

Another Jotter was submit-
ted by Mres. Henricus M,
Spicgel, wha lived then at 960-
43 St. und included in my col-
amia of Scpt. 1989, which said.

“| remember in 1926, on
New Utrecht Ave. and 43 Su.,
two ane family hauses heing lift-
e¢d all their {oundations and
moved (0 a new [oundation on
42 S1. between New Utreeht
Ave.  and  Fort  Hamilon
Parkway. | also remember the
Eton mavies being built on this
fot Jromn which the Lwe private
hodacs were removed,™

Mres. Lila Lichteafedd an
991 recalied the Elon “where
one s silent movies.™

ODDS AND ENDS

While ¢hecking throuvgh my
notes | came across items sub-
mitied 2 long time ago but never
publishcd. The following three
iems are here included but read-
ors are advised to keep in mind
that they were submitted pany
VUEALS A,

= A
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OLYMPIA BORO
PARK ATHLETIC
uB
Dear Dr. Kipust,
In conncctiun with th
Article appearing in the Jao
198E issuc of the B.P.C.N. rclu-
nive 1o the Otympma Boro Park
Athictic Club. baseball 1cam,
shown here s the box score of
the game played at the Yankee
Siadium in Sept. 1930, This anti-
cle appcared in the Brooklyn
Eagle. Also shown was a phow
of the 1929 championship team.
Domiaic Suplina
Boro Park Players
Defeat Olympic A.C.,
9-5. After Losers Gain
2-0 Lead.

STAGE S-RUN RALLY
IN 4TH

Gamc Deiween Brookiyn Teams
PMayed ta Arouse Mare Intercst (n
Amsleur Basehall.

The Olympia Borough Purk
A.C. defeated the Olympic A.C.
baseball (eam, 9 10 5. a1 the
Yankce Stadium carly yesterday
afternoon. The contest bewween
two of the leading Brooklyn
amateur nincs. both of which are
members of the Brooklyn
Inlercommunity Baseball
League, was arranged in an
efforl 10 create more intercst in
amateur baschall.

Five runs in the faurh
inning clinched the victory (

the Olympia Borough Park A. C.
defending champion of its
group. The Olympic A.C., run-
ner up for the title last ycar, got
off to a two-run lead in the {irst
inning, bul thc winnpers cvcmfd
maticrs in the second. A run in
the third put the Olympic A.C.
ahead and then the victors staged

their Aive-run rally in the ncxl
frame. The losers tallied wo
morc in the sixth and the victors
retaliated with two more in the
seventh and final inning.
Erlanger, first bascman of
the Olympia Borough Park A.C.
way (he batting star for the win-
ners, hiting a triple and single in
four times at bat. The two other
cxtra-base hits of Lhe conlest,
both rriplcs were madc by
Sadallah, of. 1hc  Olympia
Borough Park A.C. und Reiss of
the Olympic A.C.
YIVO Launches Zamler
Project in Hasidic
Communites
For the first time in Jecadcs,
the YIVO Archives has orga-
nized 2 grass roots collccting
program modeled on YIVO's
classic zamd (collecting ) work of |
the 1920's and 30's Titked !
Zetnler Project: Neighborhood
Praycrhouses and Synagogues in |
- the New York Arca,” the project
will first survey the lundreds of
prayer  houses or  shiiblckh
founded over the past 50 ycars
rsby-survivors.ol Europcan com-
munitics. Focusing on a sclect
group of prayer houses. workers
will  gather  documentation
rcflecting the historics, diverse
geographical origins, Europcan
roots, Hasidic tics, if any, and
the rich mosaic of customs and
wraditions transfered by their
founders to American soil. The
materials will be deposited in the
YIVO Archives, cataloged and
made.available to the public.
Work has begun in Borough
Park, a predominanily Hasidic ,
ncighhorhood, with hundreds of |
shuiblekh bearing the names of
bhasidic dynastics or thosc of
towns and citics in Poland,
Cieechoslovakia, Hungary, the
* Ukrainc and Rumania. Mos| of
thesc prayer houses were found-
¢d circa 1938 by refugees [rom
Nazi persecution.  Congregants

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2002

include founding members. their
cvhildien and grandchildren.
Among them are yeshiva s
dents. tcachers, rabbis, business-
men. rcachers, rabbis, business-
men, plumbers, clectricians,
calerers, houscwives, shopkeep:
¢rs and compuler programmers,

The work will center on”
inlerviews  with  congregants
who will relate (irsi-hand experi-
cnces about the history and celi-
gious traditions of thcir commu-
nity. Holocaust survivors in par-
ticular are cxpecied 10 provide
moving narratives in Yiddish.

and hislorical information
aboul the prayer houses. [n light
of the lack of systematic archival
dJocumeniation on wmany prayer
houses, Whic intervicws will cee-
alc a core of source matcrials.

Project archivists will alse
calleet writien or printed materi-
als generated by the congrega:
lions, including wcdding and bas
milzvah  invilialions, pho-
tographs and announccments of
lectures and charitable cvents.
Posicers which are rcgularly hung
on building walls and relaic to
culural, spiritual, commercial
and cducational life of the com-
munity will also be gathered.

Abraham Joshua Heschel. s

resident of Braoklyn, New Yok,
has been appointed archivist fur
the project. Mr. Heschel brings
considerable cxpericnce con-
ducting Yiddish language inier-
views. A student of ycshivas in
Jerusalem and New York, Mr
Heschel has stodicd the tustory
and customs of rcligious Jews,
including Hasidim, and has a
deep knowledge of the published
licrature on the subject. M.
Heschel has alse delivered lec-
turcs on the Holocaust based on
his own Meldwork.
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Mr. Heschel, whose inter-
view will be conducied primari-
by in Yiddish, will collect infor-
mation on the establishment of
the prayer house in New . York,
the founding miembers, che fate
_of the original comnmunily dur-
ing (he Holocaust period, nusakh
amd uwsun) customs, size and
membership of the congregation,
special meledics, languages spo-
ken, Torah classes given, weekly
lcarning schedules and methods
ql' learning used. Other fune-
tions of tic prayer house, such as
free doan scrvices and suppont
for charitable causes, will be
cxp!orcd and documcnicd, In
addition (o the intervicws, fickd
rtfcordings willl be made of pigu-
nim {tnclodics) sung at ihe rcl-
gious gatherings.

i The intervicews will com-

prisc a colleclive  narrative
reflecting the community’s spiri-
tual and historicat perspectives.
‘They will also provide the schol-
arly community with authcatic
archival sourccs on  Jewish
Ethnography, including Jewish
customs, Hasidim, Yiddish lan-
guage usage, immigrant history
and Holocaust swdics. Like
YivO's Landsmanshaftn
Archive, gencrated in.the 1980°s
: the new arcluve will rcflect an
immigrant. group's link with its
Euvropean past. Not least of the
project’s  objcclives is  1he
fecordiag of Yiddish language
intcrvicws with survivors who
never belore shared their experi-
enees.
I Although the project staried
in Borough Park, it cventually
will caver the entire New York
area.

The YIVO Acchives wel- .

vonics prospuctive parlicipants
in this project. Readers familiar
with §l1liblckln suitable far inclu-
son in this project are cueours
aged 10 vontact Frumna Mohrer,
YIVO's Assaciale Archivist and

Prajeet Durcetor, at (2 -
s r.oal (212) 294-

Shlomo (Sul) Goldstein

Shlomo (Sol) Goldstein, an
old time Boro Parker who now
leves in Baltimore, has subinitted
a number of itemy ot his Bore
Park memorics, to this column in
the past.

Another memory he’ still
cherishes was that of the Lechem
Onyim Socicly (Brewd for the
Poor Socicty). It was very active

-in Bore Park during e
Depression years, from 1933-
1940, The headguarters of this
OTRANIZINION WK lkocined in the
Linden Heights center. il Ave.
and 45th St The members
would cullect food and woncy
from private individuals and
business people and distribute it
cach week-to poor familics for
the Sabbath.

He recalls scveral active
dedicated  people, angels of
mercy, involved in this charita-
ble project. They were Mrs.
Perlberg, Mrs. Horowitz who

NO TUT\?]([;‘LO-SSEERRWS

BO&?&?H

il
Direct Communications to
New York City Hall Every Twoe Minules

We ask you to look and examine cvery other
section of New York, Brooklyn and New Jersey,
first. Then come to Borough Park, day or
cvening, and examine the 100 howes
pow building.

WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS,
PRESIDENT

49th St, and New Utrechit Ave.
Borough of Brooklyn.

“Lake Sth Ave and Borough Park Car.

183

2002

lived on 46 st betwecn 14 & 15
‘Aves., Mrs. Ottenstein who lived
on 45 st between 13 & 14 aves.
and Mrs. Sorcs. The Rev. Mortis
Finkelstein, Sexton of Cong.
Anshei Sfard (14 ave comer 45 '
st. ) was also very Active in this

project.
CORRECTION
The [lollwing sentences

were left out of the minutes of
the annual mecting of the Boro
park Historical Society, as print-
od in the September 2002 issuc

of the Boro Park Community
News.

“Saul Agus is a prominent
gastointestinal specialist with an
office in Manhattan.™

aprof. Augus recalled
attcading bar mitzvahs in the

Menorab Temple ©On 14th

Avcnue and 50th Strect”

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You cun heclp preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submutung
your own memories, photos and
odwr memorabilia.  You can
help alse by pecoming 2 membes
of the 3oro Park Historical
Society - only $3 per year (53
retired of studeat) $10 - for
business bf organization, of by
mahing @ conubulion. Send
materials 10 B.P.H.S- 4707 13th
Avenue, Brovklyn, NY 1219,
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

The (ollowing family histo-
v abow the Katz family was
witten and submitied by Mr.
S Jdney Katz in 1987 (approx.) at
B2 ime he lived au 15357-45th
st oeet,

Some readers may remem-
b+ Mr. Kaez a5 the owner of the
& 2rv slore on the corner of
§ i oave, and 4l1st street. A

noon's  gailoring  store Jeno !

3. xohowitz L482-41s1 sireet, is
non at that location,

We have not had any contact
with the family since they
moved in 1987 and couid not fitl
in an\ missing itcms.

THE KATZ FAMILY

By Sidney Katz

Elias W. Katz

glias W. Katz, my saintly

1 aber was bom in the shietl of
' orezyna  midway  between
Lemberg and Cracow in the
Galicia section then under the
rule of the Austrian Empire and
is now Polish tervitory.

1e cmigrated to the binited
Sttes with s wife. sy saintly
mother und 2 sons and 2 daugh-
ters 1n 1903 and sculed on 1he
Lawer fas1 Side of Manhanan. |
cume alung in 1907.

He worked as @ presser in o
men’s clothing [aciory.

On Rosh Chodesh Sivan in
1911 my mother (A" H) dicd. In
1913 my Lather manied wy siep-
maother who came with a daugh.
er 10 live withy us.

My father was a muember of
the korehiner chevri w hich laer
joned with the Reishetr(Rzesow)
ta he known as the Reisher-
Kortehines Cheves, Fle w5 also
s metaber of  the Chevra
Mishnavos.  He wias a Bal
Telillabh wha led services in the
sh ul on Rash Hashanu. and my
brother, and | were his choir, My
father had a clear melodious
~ voice and was well-liked by the
congregunts.

We moved 10 1010-3740
shreet wt (he heginning ol 1930,
After | omarried. he moved o
£339 37 sieet. then 10 1R05-
49 street, W S316-16(h Ave,
and Tinally 10 4017-15h Ave.
Following the split up ol his
husiness in 1935 he made a trip
10 Israel where he stayed a cou-
ple of maonths,  When he
returmed he went (6 work Tor a

colleague in the 1extile business.

He retired in 1941 ac the age of
1.

As be dived  practically
acsoss the strect from my gro-
cery store lacaed on 1he caraer
of 4351 street and 15th ave., he
would come in daily uad uy to

. wmake himself useful while heing

as unobtrusive as possible. Few
people could pass bim by with
his gentle micn without engay-
ing him with a few kind words.

He died of cancer at the age
of 83 on ihe thied day Chol
Hamocd Pesacl in 1955, May
he rest in Heaven.

Si Katz

Sidaey Katz, was born on
March 1, 1907 on the Lower
Last Side o Manhatan. Hebrew
schooling was a0 the Zhiomer
TFalmud Torah on East 41h streel
and after graduating went to
Yeshiva Isaae Glchanan, @ that
lime situined e East Broadway
and Scammel Streer.  English
schooling at P.S 15 on £as1 Sth
street then 2S8R on Gast 3rd
and Lewss street. High School
DeWin Clinton then Jocated a1
Amsterdam Ave und 59 wircer.
Graduated June 19724,

Necessity required him 0
seek employment, He worked 2l
various jobs refated to the lextile
mdustry. When his ather and 2
business associnle decided 10 g0
into the textile business he was
iovited Lo join the corporation.
A line rade was built up during
the depression years of 1930 10
*35 but his father who was a very
mild-mannered person could 00l
aet along with the iemperanent
of his business asspeiat: who
was o very volatile person and |
decided 1o get oul.

Turning back o 1930,
Sidney met and fell in fove with -
the gir) he wax destined to marry

and hve with for more than 50
blisslul years. Her name was
ttelen Holland. He visited her al
her home and met her parents
who were 3 kindly orthadox cou-
ple. They Jooked Yavorably on
b wnd on Sawarday  cvening
Dee. 19, 1931 1hey were maeried
in her parenis home at 4510 F1.
Hamslhon P'Rway.  Incidentally
his Aulrul’ was at « shul, Cong
lideres Yiscoel, then situaied on
I Homilton P'Kway between
S6th and 37(th streety wnd 1he
now renawn Rabbi fsracl Schor
who had newly come Jrom
liurope was Rabbi at this shul
and spoke at his Aufruf and the
Rubbi who married them was the
saintly Yekatiel Aryel Kamelhar
ol blessed memory.

Rewurning to the tia ¢ when
his family left the Lower East
Side theiy Nrst move was on Jan.
1193010 1010-57 - uvet in Boge
Park, At the carner s
Samber's butcher shop. across
froin them was a drug stoee and
around the corner was the alore:
mentioned shul.
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Alter their wedding they
lived wah his wife's parcnts, @t
4310-Ft Hamilion P Kway
About a vear Luer his wile was
cxpecting their firse child and
they went looking (or an apart-
fiene with larger rooms o
accommodale a ceib. They
moved arouad the corner w
1020-451h sweet ogether with
her parents where their ticss born
son amived on June 27. 1933,
The circumcision (bris) was on
July, 4 which was when the fam-
ily photo was taken.

Credil should also be given
to the photagrapher, a {riend of
e lamily, now Jomg  since
departed, who had a studio close
ta the 4Sth strect enteance of the
Fr. Hamion P'Kway stsion of
the West 13nd Line.

There were hard days loi
Ssdncy and Helen. Jobs were
scarce and his wile had to help
out by going 10 work. They had
w bnng their infaat over 10
Sidacy’s sister Frieda to fake
care of him while 1they went 10
wark or looking for work. They

lived from hand 10 mouth at 1hat !

lime. When his father-in-law
passed away in fuly 1934 they
moved 10 B38-44 strect then in

1935 10 4905-18 Ave. For a
while hc went to work for his
brother-in-law in Asbury Park i
his hardwarc and locksmith shop
where he: gained experience
which. evenwally led him o
open his own hardware and key
shop . on Bath Ave. in
Bensonhurst where they lived
from; 1940-1942. But bad luck
was’ still hounding thcn and as
the.country began tooling up for
the coming war cffort, hardwarc
was'coming under rationing and
was being dolcd out on an allot-
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in. October of, 1948 Sidncy
ook over the proccry SOC at
15th Ave and 4lst street from
jack Fricdman. His landlord,
Frank Ratzken had been the
original owacr.of the storc, He
was there for 18 long hard ycars

2003

but at lcast wilh \he aid of Hc!cn
by his sidc they made a living
there.

1n October 1966 he sold

the store 10 Sam Ganz and hav-
ing mcanwhile 1aken civil
Service exams with the Federal
Statc and city. he got his first
call from the P.O. might shift
Six months lawcr when he was
offcred positions simultancousty
by the State and City he decided
10 take the Cily position where
he worked for six ycars during
which time be took promational
cxams which brought his levely

up from St clerk o
Administralive Assistant,  In
Juae 1973 he reticed and has
been so cver sipce ‘which gave
im the opporlunity of poing
back tu school to get his college
education.  He, received his
Bachelor of Aas en May 27.
1979 from lhe downiown cam-
pus of lhe collcge of New
Rathelle.

His wife Helen also went 10
work tor the Cily in 1970 and
ccrived in 1976. They celebrated
\heir SUth wedding anmiversary
in Deccmber 1981 although she
was alrcady terminally ilt and on
August 7, 1982 whilc he was sit-
ling by hee side holding her hand
she cxpired and the light went
out of his life.
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ment basis. As he had practical™
ly no seniority in the hardwarc
business he could get ao allor-
ments. He sold out whatevec he
had to the local hardware rclail-
ers who were glad 10 get it al the
prices he had paid. That’s when
he went to work in dcfcnsc.

. During this critica) period of
sclling out he was alrcady work-
ing the night shift in dcfense.
His wife was in the $th month
wilh their sccond child. they had
1o find a new place to live as

they had 1o get out by the ead of *

ihc month and his mother-in-law
was takea to the hospital where
she was destined to dic. His
nicoe and his wile’s sister went
looki;lg for an apanmeni for
them“and found thcm the apart-
ment ia which he lived ull 1987,
They? moved into  1557-45th
strcet on Junc 1, 1942 and their
sccond son Howard was bora on
June 7. It was a hectic period.
On May 22, 1945 their thind son
Alan was born. All 3 sons, al
diffcrent times, went 1o P.8.164,
Montauk, and Ncw Utrecht
High. Robert went on o
Brooklyn College. Howard 10
R.C.A. College of Elccuronics
and ALan o Pace where he
made his CPA. All thice sons
reccived their Jewish cducalion
at Machzike Talmud Torah
{1315-43 sitcel) where they
gradualed and went on (O
Heczeliah Hebrew High Scheol
for advanced study. They ali had
their Bar Mitzvah a1 First Cong.
Anshe Sfard of Boro Park on
451h Steeet and 14 ave.
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Hacry & Miriam

Holland
Harry and Miriam Holland,
my fathicr-in-law and mother-in-
law both now deceased, came 10
this country with their famity of
5 daughiers in 1920, They were
preceded by their son Philip, by
a4 few years, who suved up
enough maney ta send lor afl of
them, Both lather and son were
watchmakers who brought their
craftsmanship 1o their country
from their town of Wyazkow,
Poland. As carlicr mentioned
the scnior Hollands and their
daughters lived a1t 4510 Ty
Hamillon P'Kway. Hc was a
member of a shul which |
belicve was called Community
of Boro Park and was localcd |
think at 1327-4(s1 sireet but s
now occupicd by a different
shul,
The son Philip Holland mar-
ricd Lilly Saramsky,  The
Saramsky clan oceupicd’ three 2
family homes on 46 sirect
between 9th and 10th Ave. Hix
father-in-law, the senior Mr.
Saramsky was a mashgiach 2
lcarned man in Falmud and
faught a class on Saturday afier-
noons at e shul on Yith ave,
between 45th and 461 street that
for somc strange reason was
built below the strect level, His
wife Mrs. Saramsky was the sis-
ter of Mr, lizak Cantor, who was
the mohct at the Bris. He was
also chazan,
ah a x Ka
Lcah Katz, and her hwsband
Max, who was my oldest brother
moved (o Boro Park in 1921
where they bought a home at
954-581h strect. My brother iad
been an insurance agent with
New York Life and when he dicd
in 1924 Lcah took over his
agency and worked at it with
vigor in spite of being left with
two small children to take care

SHe.was an ardent Zionist as
was my brother. She was active
in many organizations. She was
onc of the founders of the Bnos
Yerushalayim. $he was a friend
of Henrictta Szold. She was
president of the Rachel Chapter
ol Amcrican Mizeachi Women.

She was president of the Ladics
auxiliary of Shomre Emunah. |
don’t know how many nore
activities she was involved with,

Alter my brother dicd she
sold the hiouse on 5814 sircel and
bought a six family house al
1349-57th sireci where she lived

from 1924 to 1936. She then
made several moves from §7
strect to 5015-151h ave., in 1942
moved 10 1454-48  sqreet,
Finatly in 1963 shc bought an
apanment in Bayit Vegan in
Jerusalem where she was also
active in urganizational work. In
1979 baving rcached an age of
86 or 87 she was no longer phys-
ically able 1o keep house for her-
sell and was staying in Nevei
Sunchah, & hospital home where
she was betng 1aken care of.

Her older son, Hyman stud-
icd at  Yeshiva Yiizchok
LElchanan and Yeshiva Eiz
Chaim of Bore park where he
graduaied. He also studicd a1 the
Theological Seminary where he
e his {Semicha) ordination.
He was also a Hebrew teacher,
But then he joined the Lincolp
brigade, (hose revolutionarics
who foughvt in Spain and lost his
life. What 2 wastc!

His younger brother, Aaron
alsa studied and gradusted from
£12 Chaim.  He ook over the
burden of the insurance agency
Al he handled all types of insug-
anves.

He way the Dircctor of (he
National Commiittee 10 Re-oncn
the Rusenberg Case NCRRC und
when necessary iraveled exten-
sively 10 decwre on the subjcet
and wemt (o tabby in Congress
when events called for it.

Mildred & Philip
Rabinowitz

Mildred Rabinowilz, my
wifc's sister who marricd Philip
Rabinowils. six months after ny
wile auel | were marvied. lived in
Boroe Park at 942-92ad street
until 1973 when ey left for
Astacl 10 juin their daugbier and
son-in-Jaw in ‘Isfau and have
made it thew home since. Philip
died in Tsfat in 1976, Malka, as
Mildred calls hersell vow docs
volunteer work al the hospital in
Tsfat. She alse has a wamicd
daughter and  husband and
erandchildien Jiving in Coram,
1.1

Robert Katz

The most important member
of the group, Robert the onc for
whom this occasion way all
about and who was probably
being nursed while this piclure
was being taken, wenl on, afnfr
his cducation described previ-
ously, to study photography. gol
a job with 1HAS and wenl
around with their public scla-
lions man 10 coves imporlant
cvents. Public relations interest-
ed hitn more (han phatograply
and he gave vp the job at 1IAS
and wenl o work as public cela-
tions man for American Socicty.

Among others he also did PR.
work for Yeshivah University. ;

In 1959 he marricd a beauti-
ful Boro Park girl, Beverly'
Gerstal. They moved to Rome,
Ialy where the ' Jived for many
years and where he was 3 well
known author on such books as
“Death in Rome" <, “Black
Sabbath™, “Fall of the House of _
Savoy", “Days of Wrath” and
others. Some of his books were
made into movies.

They have 2 sons, Siephen
and Jonathan, the former a grad-
uatc of the University of
Chicago, the latter aticnded Bard
College. They both had their
Bar mitzvah at Cong Beth El of
Boro Park, Stephen in 1971 and
Jonathan in 1976.

e
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Fricda & Adolph
Spratzer

My sister Fricda and her
husband Adolph Sprazer. came
1o Boro Park with their family ol
4 sons and a daughter 1o 1432-
43rd streel, a building{formerly
2 tencinent) recently renovaled
and now goes by the name of the
White House.

] When my sister lived there
. in the ‘30's and '40°s she had @
good neighbo: and friend there
Mrs, Bloom. She was the moth-
ef of the noted Jeremialy Bloom
and Jus Drolher 3udge Bemard
M. Bloom.

Of my sister's 4 sons, three
served in the army and one in the
savy. Thank G-d ey all camne
through O.K.

Her daugluer Sylvia and her
husband  Joscph  Sherl 1ben
moved 1w 1442-4 1 sireet.

IPauline & Abrah
Kartagener -

My sisier Pautine and her
husband Abraham Kartagener.
both deceased lived at 1616-45th
sireet. They are sucvived by anc
son who served overseas and
was a  parlicipant in the
Normagndy invasion and later
the Barsie of the Bulge and thank
G-J he was able to come hone
and tell about it. He then joined
the Fire Depuriment and scrved

" for many ycars. Tragically. his
" futhicr-in-law and mather-in-1aw,

Mr. & Mrs. Berkowitz who lived
in the building on the corner af
16 Ave and d471h Stecet perished
when a fire engulfed their house
and (hey wete trapped. He was
not un duly at the time and
tearncd aboul it when 1€ was alt
orel

About 193U he retired from
the Depantment haviog attained
the rank of Baualion Chicf.

Ed: We thank Mr. Sidncy
Katz lor his interesting and
cxlensive family history.

JANUARY 2003
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HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You cun help preserve the
pride and lustory of Bora Park.

Yuu con lielp in the research,
pr_cscrv:llmn and promation of
this corununity by submiting
your own memuories, pholos and
other mwemoarsbilia. You can
help also by becoming a member
af ~u're Baro Park Historical
Saciely - only $5 per year (83
retired or student) $10 - for
busingss or organiziion, of by
making a canwnbution.  Send
materials 1o B.P.HS.. 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219,
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Raymond Kipust

1 am a brother of Phil
Kipust, the writer of this col-
umn. Our geandparents, Elias
and Ida Kipust (R1P}, original-
ly movea te Boro Park in 1921
to 1364-49th Street. They and |
our parents lived in Boro Park
for the rest of their lives.
However, for a brief period of
time, for about one year in
1933-34, during the depression
years, my parents Max and
Fannie Kipust {RIP} and my
siblings moved to the Lower
East Side of Manhattan, where
I was born, .

[ was born Jan 20, 1934 at
Jewish Maternity Hospital
Lower East Side NY. Our fam-
ily moved back to Boro Park in
September 1934 to 1358-44th
Street. In 1939 our family
moved to 1315-42nd StreeL in
1941 after my grandmother
Ida Kipust passed away, we

moved to my grandparents
house at 1864-49th Street to be
with my grandfather Elias
Kipust.
I lived there till | was mar-
ried in 1955. After my mar-.
riage we rented an apartment
al 1419-47th Strect and then at
1528-49th Street, {Tel Aviy
apartment housc). [n 1960 we
purchased our first house at
1433-571h Streer (3 family
unit). Onc year Jater we pur-
chased our second house ar
1739-47th Street (2 family
unit) and sold the first. We
lived there till 1968 when we
moved to Teaneck NJ. We now
reside in Los Angeles, CA. |
attended clementary and High
School zt Yeshiva Toras Emes
at 4407 12 Ave. and then NYC
Community  College . and
Brookiyn College where |
received AAS and BS degrees,
and became an engineer.

During my youth, starting
at 12 years old, i was a handy
man doing all sorts of house-
hold repairs. { worked in

many many homes in Boro .

Park, In fact | was the first to
kosher stoves and ovens for
Pesach using a gasaline blow
torcl, Blow torches were later
replaced by propane torches. |
purchased my supplies from
Gold and Reiss Hardware
420%9-13  Ave. Shuiman
Hardware 4816-16th Ave,
Eisenberg hardwarc 4912-18th
Ave. Boro Park Hardware
§9th Street [4th Ave. LB
Electric Supplies 5201 New
Utrecht Ave. and Foster
Lumber 47th and McDonald
Ave.

Some of my other part
time jobs were to deliver pre-
scription orders for Firestein's
Pharmacy 49th Street Corner
18th Ave, work as salesman at
Becker’s clothes 43rd Strect
and 13 ave. during holiday sea.
son; and deliver wedding cakes
for Schicks bakery from 1952
to 1960 while attending col-
leges.

I remember the big snow
storm in 1947(26 inches), The
49th street bus didn’t run for a
week 1 had 1o walk ta school

from 18th AVe and 49th Strcet -

10 12 ave. and 44th street. The
snow started on Firday and il
snowed thronugh Saturday, We
lived on a dead end sirect 49th
between 18th and 19th ave.
Snow removal trucks were so
busy on main streets that they
couldn’t get to the side or dead
end streets, Sunday morning
all the neighbors gat together
to shovel the snow so the oil
trucks would be able to deljver,
All the neighbors came aut,

1

people trom one end of the
street to the other, to shovel
snow, [t was a great gesture of
community coaperation. We
worked all day. Some snow
was shoveled between the cars.
Maunhole covers were removed
and snow was shoveled into the
street nanholes. When the
strect was cleancd we asked
the sanitation snow plow to
break through the high snow
pile fram the avenue into the
street there weren’t many <ars
on the streets then.

As a youngster 1 attended
services at congregation Ohel
Abraham Mishkon Joscph
4907-18th Ave. and Young
Israel 1353-50th Street, as 2
married man | attended
Machzike Talmud Torah;
Congregation 47th Street and
14th Ave.

[ remember going to loca
movie theaters the Culver the:
ater at McDonald Ave. and
18th Ave. The Windsaor, the
Marlboro, the Loews 46th
Strect and the Loews Boro
Park.(New Utrecht Ave and
S1st Street where the post
office is now located.}

As a young hoy, of about 8
or 9, ] remember walking from
school 44th street and 12 ave,’

to have lunch at the Tel Aviv
Deli 49th Street and 13th Ave.

After WWIL | remember
wheti the Transit Authority
connected the IND D line at
Church Ave. to the BMT
Culver Line at Ditmas Ave. A
shuttle was run from Ditmas
Ave to 9 th Ave stations to pro-
vide service to the existing cul-
ver line stations at Forl
Hamilton and 14th Ave. Years
later the shuttle was aban-
doned and those stations were
taken out of service.
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As a young boy I remem-
ber going 1o Coney [Island in
the summer time in the open
air box trains. No glass win-
dows just epenings with pro- |
lective metal slats. The con-
duclor slvod between 1wo cars .
and operated manual pates for
passengers to  board and’
deboard.

Growing up my family
didn't have a car, telephone or
Ielevision. We used buses and
trains for transporiation; the
torner drug storc’s publice
phone booth Tor phone service
and listened to the radio and
read newspapers,

Alter WWII my brother
returned {ram scrving in the
armed services and purchased |
a car and bhad a ietephonc !
installed in our home. We pur-
chased a TV in the carly
1950%.

We played with marbles,
and snda bottle caps and even
made wagons using carriage

wheels. We muacde wood pistols
and rifles from orange crates.
Wi niade seootoes from mutal
hall hearing skates as wheels.
2xd as the foot rest und orange
crale s the handles.

t recall going to the Boro
Park Library in a store, locat-
e on 13th Ave and 32nd Street
and then when the library
moved to 43rd stret and [Mh
Ave,

During WWIL we had a
victors pacden in onr back-
:\':Il'd. We grew vepetables.
Thal was the patriatic thing to
do to help the war effart. Our
street also had several serup
metal drives.  Homenwners
braughi all sorts of discarded
metal such as broilers, type-
writers and hicycles to o cen-
Iral neation Tor the povern-
ment 1o pick up.

Ed: We Thank Ray Kipust
for bis interesting meinorics
and contriliution.

Historical Dates

Nany dates related to
iecent Boro Park history have
crassed my desk and may he of
interest to rcaders and ta .
future writers and researchers.
in order 10 presecve this infor-
mation we plan to list some of
them fram Lisme to time with
some bricf information. and
keep them recorded for our
historical archives. Same of
these ilems may he incarporut-
e in full articles in the future.

There are certainly other
significant  historical dates
which have not conie to our
attention and we would wcl-
come input, including correc-
tions, from aur rcaders. Please
address uall correspondance to
cither the Boro Park
Community News or to my
house address [558-45th
Street, Brooklyn, N Y 11219.

1892 -St. Frances de
Chantal Church was founded
in 1892. it is the oldest church
in Boro Park and located at

1273-58th Streel. I'r. Andrew
Karowski is the Paston

1902 -Temple Beth-Ll
founded in 1902 is the vldest
synagogue in Boro Park. It
moved to its present location at
15th Ave. eorner 48th Strect in
1920. The corner stanes, nne
in English and one in Yiddish
read, *1920 - Temple Beth-El
of Worough Park. Mr and
NMirs. Morris Kuluck - dre and
Mrs. Morris  Meiselman.™
Rabbi M. Snow is ihc Current

pulpit Ralibi.

1907/31 - Cong. Agudath
Achim in Bore Park. alse
known as Aguduth Isracl of
9th Ave. is one ul 1o oldest
cnnepatalians in Braoklyn.

first grganized and incor-
parated in 1907, It was
orginally located an Sth Ave.
and 47th Street., then on 4th
Ave. and 54th Street. In 1951
the shul built its prescat build-
ing ol 867-50th Strael.

Agudath Achim recently
werped with Cang. Agudas
Aveeeltim, the Agudath lsracl
teanch of Boro Park wesl, an
Ytle Ave. Rabbi Elazer Yona
Ginsberg Cureenily scrves as
{he Rabbi and ivle Nuta Keanz
serves as president.

1916/77 - Cong. Beth
Mudrash {lagadal was cstah-
lished in 1916 as part of the
Infants Hame und Synagogue
of Brooklyn at {338-536th
Street. (now Mishkan Home).
In 1977 Rabbi Nochum Zvi
Joscphy became the spiritual
icader of the congregalion,
now focated at 1276 - 4lst
Strevt. e is ulsn viee presi-
flent of the Igud Harubanim,
the Rabbinical Alliance of
America. Shabst Kohen is cur-
rent president.

1940 - Rahbi Yitzchak
Horowitz, The Melitzer Reblhe
{RIP) first maved to Boro Park
and opened a synagogue in his
home at 1237-50 st., which is
now an apartmeat house, in

1940. He ithen moved to 1453-

30 at. Bara Park in thasc years
fuwd very few Hasidic Jews. In
1944 he maved to the VWest side
af Amhuttan, His san Shauocl
Harosits moved hack ta Bora
Park in 1963 (o 1714-47 st.

The aped Melitzer Rebbe
moved hack to Bore park in
1976 to 1706-47 st. and passed
away in 1979 Shinuel
Itarowitz {R1P) the son vecent-
Iy passed away Fels. 2002,
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1%41 - Rabbi Yitzehok
Twersky{KIP),the first
Skverer Rebbe in Boro Park

passed away in 1941, Heo

arrived in Amertica in 1923
wenl to ibe Lower Lasi Side
then to Williamsburg and later
settied in Boro Park. His shul
was and still is locted at 1334-
47th Sireet.  His Young son,
David Twersky( 191, became
the Skverer Rebhe affer his

passing, I

1946 - A 10 Z luggage at
4627 - New Utrecht Ave., was
first cstablished in 1946, Iy
was operaled in Boro Park for
56 yeurs by the Felier Family.
The husiness closed in July
2002.

196Y - Ohel Children's
Home and Family Services,
now located at 4510-16th Ave.,
opened its lirst home, a group
residence for boys with cmo-
tional and developniental dis-
abilitics, in 1969.

i97R - DBais Lzra, a divi-
sion of Ohel, opened its first
residence in Boro Park, serv-
ing women with moderate and
severe developmental disabili-
fics in 1978,

Ohel has grown tremecn-
dously and now employs a staff
of B which oversees the care
of 3,000 clients daily in facili-
ties in Brooklyn, Queens and
Long Island. ©Ohel operates
over 20 programs and services
including Foster Care,
Residential Rehabilitation for
adulis and children, Programs
for the Developmentally
Disabled, Preveature Care
Treatment. Lifetime Care
Foundaltion ete.

The current officers of
Ohel, which still maintain its
main offices in Boro Park are
Moishe Helman, Pres.; Moshe

, Pres. Bais Ezra; Ronny

. Prec. Liftime Care

Foundatinn; Mel Zauchter,
Chairman- Exec, Comniittee;
Morris . Zakheim, chairman
of the Board; and Duvid
Mandel, Cheif
OMicer.

Executive

1998 - The Gorlitzer Bris
Medrash SYUAEOBUL wwas
complcted in 1997, Ratshi
Yitzehak Dovw Jungreisz, . the
Gorlitzer Rebbe ang SOR-ju-
law of the previous Gorlitzer
Rebbe, was designated 10 sepve

become a very active and pop-
vlar facility in the neighbor-
Lood, Plans are being
Praposed for its expansion on
the adjacent ol which it has
parchased.

1999 - The Avenue Plaza
Flutel lacated on 13th Ave, und
471h Strect., on the site of 1he
previous Chase National Bank,
was first opened in 1999, [y
has sinee become an imporiant
meeting place for dignhitaries
and arganizations.

Aug 3, 2000 . Rabbij
Shiomo Ilalherstam(RIP), the
Bohover Rebbe passed away ut
Maimonides Medical Center
an Aug. 3, 2000 at the age of
92. He was the dynanunic
leader of the largest Hasidic
krroup in Bora Park which
apuriates the largest synagogue
and 2t number of yeshivos for
boys and gicls. The Bobovey
RRehhbe survived the Holocaugt
where most of his family was
killed. e arrived in Ainerica
in 1946 with one surviving
faniily anember, his son Naftoli
Zxi. He first established a shyl
#nd Yeshiva in the Upper Wesi
Side of Manbattan. n 1954 he
moved his complex 1o Crown
Hcights and in 1967 the Reblie

moved his establishunent o
Roro Park.
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The Main Bobover synu-

popue s lacated an 13th Ave
between §7th and 48th streets.
There uare several Bobover
Yeshiva  buildings an A8th -
sireet between 15th & 16 th
Ave.  dany ycars agu iat
hlock was designated lSobaver
Promenude, with ¢hat street
sigh permanently disglayed.
f Iic funcral may have
been (he facgest in Boro Park.
In an outpouring expression of
respect and adiniration, an
estimated 50,000 people flled
the building and the succaund-
ing strects. [5th Ave. was
closed off from 46th astrect to
50th Street during the (uneral
serviees. The Rehby was suc-
cecded by his son Rabbi
Naftoli Zvi Halberstam,

Scepteinber 28, 2000
Rabbi Nathan Bialik (RIP)
passed asway on Sept. 28, 2000
in Jerusalem. He was farmer-
ly the Rabbi of the synapogue
and Yeshiva located on the cor-
ner of Ft. Hamilton Pkwy and
49th Street (demolished in
1979). He was a promineat
Talmudic Schalas. That syna-
gogue building, which was for-
merly a church, was purchased
by his father Rabhi Chaim
Avraham fitalikt RIY) in (43
or 44,

February ¢, 2061 ~ Ralhi
Dovid ‘Twersky tRIP) (1921
2008) The Skverer Rehbe of
Boro Park, passed away on
Friday Reh 9. 2i1. )
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Aug 3. 2000 - Rabbi
Shlomo Halberstam(R1P), the
' Bobover Rebhe passed away at
Muimonides Medical Center
un Aug. 3, 2000 o1 the age of
92. He was the dynammic
leader of the lurgest 1lasidie
group in Born Park which
vperates Ihe Jargest synagoguc
and a nnnber of yeshives {or
boys und girls. The Bobover
Rebbe survived $he Holocaust
where most ol bis family was
killed. 1T arrived in America
i 1946 with npe surviving
[amiily member, his son Naftoli
Zyi. He first established a shul
snd Yeshiva in the Upper West
Side of Mwnbaitan. In 1954 he
movell his complex to Crown
ileights ond in 1967 the Rebbe
mnved his establislhment to
RBore Park.

The Main Hobover syma-
gogne ix docated on 151h Ave.
between 471h und 48th streets,
There wre several [Sahuver
Yeshiva  boildings on 4810
streel between ESth & 16 th
Ave.  Many years ago that
black was designated Bohover
Pronwenade, swith that street
sign permanently displayved.

The funeral may have
been the largest in Boro Park.
1n an vutpovring expression of
respect and admiration, an
estimated 50,000 people filled
the building and the surround-
ing streets. 15th Ave. was
closed off from 46th astyeet ta
Atly Street during the funeral
servires. The Rebbe was suc-
ceeded by his son Rahbi
Naftoli Zvi Halberstam.

Seplember 28, 2080
Rabhi Nathan Rialik (RIP).
pussed away on Sept. 28, 2000
in Jerusalem, He was former-
ly the Rabbi of the syuagogue
and Yeshiva located on the cor-
ner of Ft. Hamilton Pkwy and
4% Street {demolisbied in
1979).  He was a preminent
Talmadic Scholar. That syna-
gotne building, which was for-
meaty i ciurch, was purchasedd

HH”; father Rabbi Chaim

wersky (R1P) (E388-1941
fathicr of Rabbi Dovid Twersky
fwas the previous Skverer
Rebbe of Bara Park whao first
established the shul located at
1334-47th Street.

Feliruary 9, 2001 - Rabbi
Dovidd Twersky (RIPY (192¢-
2001) The Skverer Rebbe of
Burp fark, passed away oo
Friday ¥eb 9, 2001. The
Rebhe’s son, Rabbi Yechiel
Miche) Twersky was designat-

July 25, 2001 - Rabbi

Binyamin Paler (RIP), Rash
Hayeshiva of Yeshiva M'Kor
Chaim in Boro Park, passed
away on July 25. 2001 at the
age of 92. The Yeshiva M'kor
Chaim located at 1571-55ih
Strcet includes 2 high Schaol
and Seminary. Rabbi Paler, 2
noted talmudic scholar, was a
holocuust survivor who fled
the Nazi's with the Mirrer
Yeshiva studenis to Shanghai
and after the war ta New York.

2001 - The Women’s
League Community
Residences, founded in 1978 in
Boro Park, dedicated the
Rebetzin Yehudis Perlow chil-
dren's residence at 622 E. 5th
Strect, Brooklyn. The
\Yomen's Leaguc waus founded
and was hvaded by Mrs.
Jeanne Warmar and currently
operates 28 facilities.

The dedication was an
expression ol gratitude to
lRebeizen Perlow(RIP} who
served us the ageney’s presi-
dent from  1486-98. She was
the wife of Rabbi Yaakov per-
jow. the Novoniinsker Rebbe
who is alse the Rosh(presi-
dent) of Agudath Israel of
America and of the Yoeshiva
Kunl Yehnda. The
Novominsker Shul and
Veshiva are located in a con-
verted apariaient house at
1541-471h Strecet. A large prop-
erty on {he vorncr of 60th
treet and 17th sve, formerly
2 nuraing honme. wis acquired .
and being developed for the

Ul

Sept 2001 - Cong. Bnei
Isracl of Linden Heights, locat-
«d an 9th Ave. and 36th street,
announced the appointment of
its new congregational Rabbi,
Rubbi Gershon Tannenbaum,
as of Sept 200%. The syna-
gague was first organized in
1924.

The previous Rabbis of
this s were: Rublbi Yaakov
Rabinowitz (R1P] {1886-1943)
who served from 1924-1932,
Rabh Ur Auron \Wertheiny
LRLP) (188Y-1986) who served
leom 1912-19851, Rabbi
NMengel Rokeacis. who served
from E9¥6-8Y  wad Ruahbi
Joshua Y. Lastig, whe served
fram 19NS- 200, Mr
Abrabam Yakoby way peesident
at 1he tine.

Oct. 2001 - Temple

Inaucl, Bore Packs first and
anby  cunscervative  Temple,
closed its daors affee tie Tligh
Hulidays in Octalier 2000, it
wis founded in 1904, The
wicmbership of the SyYnagopue
sradually  thinavd (rom 2
pPlatean of 88 meaiber fumi-
lics 1o under 104l duc to the
population clhianges in  the
community, {(s clasing palgil
Ruhbi was Rahbi Genjamin
Kreitman,

November B0, 2001 - A

fire destroyed the synagogue,
called Rapshitzer Beis
Medrash, lacated af 1875-53¢d
Street.  on Friday  Night
Novemeber 140, 2001 10 alsa
destroyed the fumily residence.
i {he same building, of Rahbi
Chaim MLY.M. Rahin, the
Rophitzer Rehbe and h
Iy, The entire Dawily was safe-
Iy cvacnuted and the ‘Tacah
serolls kept i a Areproal sufe
was  saved. Temporary
arcangenien(s weee made for
services and  study  groups
inchuding the use of a miohifc
hionie type strueture purked in
Mrant of the hurned stenclere,
while reconstruction cffarirs
are underwiy.

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF

Canvi-
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HEWORKI&[“GHUGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK
CHRONOLOGY

In the lasi issue (March
2003) we listed a number of sig-
nificant dates, obrained from
clippings that have come o our
anenuon. related o Boro Park
hiswry. Ja the following Boro
Park chronology we are listing
significant dates of carly Boro
Park bistory, many of which
have already appeared in past
artices.

1657 - Esiablishment of
Town of New Ultrechi.

1864 - Opening of
Brooklyn, Bath & Coney Island
Railroad.

1868 - Edgewood Chapel
established.

1885 - Reorganization and
improvement of Brooklyn, Bath

_& West End Railroad.

1886 - West Brooklyn
development started.

1887 - Blythebourne devel-
opment stanted.

1889 . Blythebourne Posy
Office established. Electus B.
Litchfield.  founder

Blythcbourne, dies.
\ !89! - Edgewood {Duich)
_ lg‘pqned Church formed from
%gcwmd Chapel.
d - St. Frances de

1 R.C. Church started,

of

1898 . William H.
Reynolds, ex-State Senator,
formos Boro Park as
develop the area,

1890's-1900's
Protestant Christian ch
slarted in area.

1901 - Fifth Avenue electric
elevated trains began operating
on West End surface tine,

ompany 1o

Many
urches

1902 - Si. Catharine of
Alexandria Church  started.
Frist  Jewish congregation,
Temple Beth-el, siarted.

1904 - Temple Emmanuel
slaried.

1907 - Dedication of
Temple Beth-el.

1908 . Congregation
Shomrei Emunah started.

1816 - Machzikei Talmud
-Torah started.

1911 - Monastery of the
Precious Blood opened. New
Utrecht Dispensary, forerunner
of Maimonides Medical Center,
opened.

1915 - First Congregation
Anshe Sfard of Boro Perk start-
ed.

1916 - West End clevated
above street and connected to
new Fourth Avenue subway,

1918 - Boro Park YM.H.A
opened.

1919 - lsracl & Zion
Hospital merge ta form the new
United Israel-Zion Hospital-

1920 - Boro Park Club
House becomes Yeshiva Btz
Chaim.

1920’s - Large -scale con-
struction of apartment houses,
schools and movic theatres.

1924 - lofants Home of
Boro Park opened. )

1927 - Start of construction
on massive new Menorah
, Terple.

' 1928 - Frank Uale, famous
gangster, gunned down in Boro
Park area.

1931 - Boro Park police sta-
tion opened. .

1937 - Boro Park Jewish
Centec opened on fomu:r‘Boro
Park Community Church site.

1939 - Thirteenth Avenue
Retail Market opened Lo elimi-
nate street pushcarts. -

1949 - New 66th Precinct
police siation opened.

1955 - New .Boro Pak
Public Library building opened.

1950’s - Chassidic groups
begin (o settle in Boro Park.

1977 - Opening of new
Blythebourne Station of the US.
Postal Service.

1978 - “I Remember Baro
Park" calumn started.

1970°s-1980's - Chassidic
and Orthodox Jewish groups
dominate Boro Park area.
Establish a large number of
yeshivas and synagagues.

1979 - Bora Park Historical
Society started.
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Dear Jacque Friedman,

Reading about another
Synagogue in your current
“Commuaity News”, I won-
dered if you knew the history
of the Boro Park Progressive
Synagogue.

. The Progressive
Synagogue was founded in
1919 at this address. It flour-
ished and the plan was to move
to Flatbush; at Ave. [ and
Ocean Avenue, which would be
larger, “modern” and more
congenial.

However, when the time
approached ¢to move, ten fami-
lies refused and instead,
bought the building in 1954.
They natned the new congre-
gation Boro Park Progressive
Synagogue, Congregation Bnai
Sholam. [ts first president was
Alex Hollander, and it is still in
existance at 1515-46th street.

Our best wishes to you for
a Happy Passover.
Sincerely,
Adelay Liss, Sec'y
Boro Park Progressive
Synagogue
P.S. We are enclasing our
personal check to Beth Shifra
for their dedicated Passover
program. L5
Ed.: We thank Ms. Adelay
Liss for her interesting contri-
bution.

Old Newspaper
Clippings of Boro Park
The following three arti-
cles originally published in the
Brookiyn Eagle Newspaper in
1925 were researched and sub-
mitted by Mr. B, M. Selevan.
an officer in the B.P. H.S.
OLDEST
BROOKLYNITE DIES
AT AGE OF 104
Boro Park Mourns loss
of Mrs. Rebecca L. Brill
Brooklyn’s oldest resident,
Mrs. Rebecea L. Brill, aged
104 and two months was
buried yesterday in Bethel
Cemetery, and the children
and grownups of the Boro

Park scclion whom she was
wont 1o delight with her tales

of loup ago are mwourning her

loss.

Mrs. Britd died Friday
afternoon and the Funeral ser-
vices were hield yesterday from
the home of her daughter, dos.
Lena Bernstein, 1347 79th st
She was the maother of cight
childeen, ‘Theee children, 23
grandchildeen and 18 greal.
grandchildeen survive hen

Ter spirit never aged with
her body. A year ago. at “the
age of 103 she sturtled her
riends und relatives by send-
ing for a barber and having
lier lrair bobbed insisting (hat
she was a5 wodeen as any flap-
per.

My mother was @ heacly
coter all Der life'” soid Mrs.
Bernstein, “She would think
nothing of eating as many a3
wn times a duy. She alwuys
nhad candics, cakes and fruit of
various kinds at her ctbow.
She drank liguor in her day
and ahways took life casily.”

“She relained her sight
until she was 98, Her hearing
never failed her and hee vocal
puowers were retwined by her
up to the time of her death,”
veane RRE VN KAGIED
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K. OF . GIVES PICNIC
FOR CRIPPLED TOTS
Boro Park Lodge Takes

80 (o I'rospect Park

Eighty crippled children,
S0 girds and 30 boys, were
made happy yesterday after-
noon by a picnic in Pruspect
Pask, which was given for
tihhem by the Bove Park Lodge
of the Knights of Pythias. The
kiddies were brough i 30
mwlorcars by m csubers of the
lodge from o branch of Bure
Park InCGas’ Hiome, 731 E, 9ih
s, Manhattan: escoried by
mutoreyele policemen,

The procession included
memwbers  of  the  Pyihian
Sisters, ‘lemple No. 96, of Boro
Park; cight nucses from the.
Liome, a band 2nd professional
entertaioers. At the park pic-
nic grounds a basket huncheon
way served. Souvenirs, includ-
ing sewing hoxes for the pirls
aret Barmonicas for the boys
wpre given oul and overs e
td oy mueh dce crean, eake
sl st waler as be desired.

The camnittee in charge
of the anting incladed Paul
Waldman. past chancellor ol
the Baro Pack Laclge: Georpe
Levine, chancellor comman-
der: Irving Blank, chairman of
the welfare comumittee. and
AMrs. Alune Perbnutive, presis
deat ¢f the Pythian Sisters,

11925 « BKLYN EAGLLE)
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GARBAGE PILES IN
STREETS-ROUSE
RORO PARK FOLK

enace Health, says J.5 -

Bernard Brophy - Laura
Promises Relief,

“Comditions in the streets
of Buro Park have become 2
hicalth menace lo the coninw-
nity*, said J. Bernard Brophy

ul 5708 « New Utrecht Ave, a

representative of the bBoro
I'ark Tax -Paycrs Association,
lute yesterday.

*“QOur streets ave littered
with rubbish. Garbage collec-
tiun is a thing of chance,
Soetimes it is a week belween
cullections and ashes remain in
uncaptied cans for 10 to 12
days al a time.”

Voicing a scathing denun.
ciation of Deputy

Conmmissioner Laura and the |
Brookiynw Street Cleaniog .

Departuient Mr. Brophy went
on o say that ashes, and
garbage, ond refuse lay about
the sireets before Friday's
snow (hat its non-removal had
crested a danger to the health
of the residents’ of his section.
“YWho knows but that this
frightful condition of Lhe
sirect’s may oot bring on an

cpidemic?' be added. 2 nl
An investigation was made -

by the Eagle belore the stotm

on Friday and several pho- -

tographs were taken. The coan-:
ditions stated by Mr. Bropby
were fuund 1o be true. -

ON 45th st, nol far from
Mr. Druphy’s liome the side-
walks were found littered with

rubbish and trash, most of all**

which had been blowa from
uucmptied ash cans and from
garbage containers which
stood in front of each huuse. it
wus apparent no collection had
Leen made [or sorpe time.

A great heap of sitrect..
swecpings and rubbish was
found collected at a point on %
50th st., near New Utrecht ave. S
Scveral street sweepers 'durnpg,
curts had becn empticd here'™

aud the refuse wagons made .

no collection in days.

Other sirects in the section |
on Friday when the storm
came showed simidar signs of
nceglect. Waste paper was fly-'-
ing about. Ash cuns spilling -
over the accuwvkations of
werks stoud like sentinels in
the snew piles at the curbings..
And garbage was found {rozen
in pails alongside of ather pails
overfilled and with icy lumps |
[rum exposure ta the wealher. -

Altheugh  an - certain-
streuds swne collecting by wag-
ons of (he Strcet Cleaning
Departinent  was  abserved.:
The foree at work was plainly
madequate and the efforts of
the ¢leaners but scratehied the
surlace,

Alr. Brophy declared that
one of the faults of the present
systems of callecting in Boro
Paek lies in the fact thai many
of the wagons cullecting ashes
and garbage in other districts
tiuve then to make collections

in his section. ‘Thes¢ “wagons
are full wheno they get bhere."
he said, “and the roen cannot
put refuse amd gacbage on-
carls thal are full already,”

N, Brophby is planning te
call upon Health
C issioner M gl il
conditions do not change for
the betler at ance.

“You caun guarantce (o
Boro Park that there will be no
more cause (o camplain.”
leciared C issi Laura
of the Street Cleaning
Department yesterday. “1 am
pulting on 75 additional men
in this section at ance, and
there are 5U more trucks now
uvailable since the first of ihe
year under the budget
sitowance.

APRIL 2003

“Just the minule we were
about to put these trucks and
men to work, the snow camc
down. We arc concentraling
our wark now un clearing the
snow, but (len, once this is
cleancd up who will clean up
the ashes and garbage in Boro
Park.

“Tell this cammunity for
me,” said  the Deputy|
Commissioner, “there will be_
tnore trucks and more: wark,
and | guarantee them: beller:
service hercafter.” -

(1925 - BKLYN EAGLE)~

Ed.: The above article
reminds us of same of the con-
ditions we faced during the
recent Majur snow slorm.

- % Carrections:. "

1. In the issue of Marc
2003. the cuption under the
phato ad was umitted. it reatl
“The folluwing ad appeared io
the UBin Eagle in 1898

2. The Gorlizer Deis
Medrash Location was com.o
+ mitted in the 1991 date entry it

is located at 1471-42nd St.

3. Iyt the 1940 date entry it
shouid read “Shmutl
HOrowitz™ (RIP) ihie soun,

recently passed away in Feb.
2003,

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promation of
this community by submitting
your own memories, pholos and
other memorabilia.  You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (53
retired or student) SL0 - for
business or arganization, or by
making a contribution.  Send
materials 1¢ B.P.H.5., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

P.S. 192-80th
Anntversary

P.S. 192, located on 18th’
Ave. beiween 47 and 48 Streets
i5 now celebrating its 80th
Anniversary and will have spe-
cial celebration aclivities at the
school on June 13, 2003, Qur
records indicate that the
school was constructed during
the year 1922 and 1923 and
compleled in 1924,

When the Boro Park
Histarical Society (BPHS) was
contacted recently by the prin-
cipal, Mrs. Basya Weinstein,
for  Thistorical information
about the schaol and the neigh-
borhoud, we looked through
our archives and also looked
through the previous articles
of “I Remember Boro Park”
for information to assist the
school in this project.

he followin
excerpt from an interview with

Guy Granato, president of
Music_is Therapy, which_was
printed in this column in
1979.)

“Guy was born in Italy,
moved to Chicago and came to
Boro Park in 1928 at the age of
14. he first lived on Gravesand
Ave. (now called McDonald
Ave.) near Ave, F. He attended
Montauk JHS which was then
located in the public school on
18th Ave and 48th street. (now
PS. 192). Following that he
attended and graduvated from
Brooklyn Tech H.S. became a
musician and then an orches-
tra leader.”

(The followjng _is an
excerpt interview wit

which was
nied j e in 19

“Jack Fogel's - parents
Louis (R.I.P) and Gertrude
{R.LP.) first moved to Boro
Park in 1920 from th Bronx.
Jack, the secand of four boys, s
,was born in Israel Zion
Hospital (Now Maimonides) in
11924, Jack also recalls the;
. annex of New Utrecht H.S.
! which was housed at P.S. 192,
‘ 18th Ave and 48th St., on the

tap floor. His older brother
Murray attended there.”

(Excerpts from _interview |

with _Carmine Burgumato,

rinted _in_this c n_in

- 1982.)

“Carmine Burzumato, the
person interviewed, is an old
time Boro Parker. His
Grandparents Carmine and
Giovanni {Gene) Burzumato,
purchased a three family ,
house in Boro Park (1734-45
St.) in 1923,and his parents
Dominick and Lillian and
daughter moved into one of the
apartments, Carmine was
born in that house in 1924 and
three sisters after him were
also born in that house. They
were not born in the hospital;
a midwife or doctor came to
the house to deliver them.

* “Carmine attended P.S:
192 (18th Ave and 47th St.)
then Montauk JHS, New
Utrecht H.S. and Brooklyn
College. He served in the U.S.
Army from 1942-1948 and was
commissioned 2nd lieutenant
in 1945.”

““What was uppermast in
Carmines mind was his fond
memories of the warmth and
closeness of his friends and
neighbors in those days. The

different religions and ethnic
groups, seemed to get along
very well, They were friendly
and neighborly people. Ail the
people seemed to socialize and
get along well with each other,
there were no difficulties or
group strifes. There were also
no rebberies, acts of destruc-
tion, delinquency or other
crimes by teen agers. There
was mutual respect for each
other and cach other’s proper-
ties -“The Cuiver theatre aa
the corner of McDonald Ave,
and 18th Ave. where the bank
is now, was there as far back as
he could remember. The
Garden theatre on New
Utrecht Ave. near 45th St.,
provided three full m ovies, 2
cartoons, 2 serial and news,
plus a candy bar, all for 5 cents
- five hours of entertainment
during the afternoon...”

SCHOOL DAYS

‘‘He recalls his teachers in
P.S. 192, Mrs. Hinchey, first
grade, Mrs. Blakeshurg, 2nd
grade; the Downey sisters for
3rd and 4th grades; Mrs. Fiak,
Sth grade; and Mrs. Moose in
the 6th grade. Only one
teacher ever kept him back;
that was Mrs. Moose in the 6th,
grade. She did so she said in
order to straighten him aut.
and make a man ocut of him.
They developed a friendship
after that and he continued to
keep in touch with her. While
he was in service she sent him
many packages.”

XCEr| ticle writ- -

ten b Kleig).Fox and
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““Ta begin with, many peo-
ple who moved to Borv park
only within the last 15-20 years
have asked me how this pame

came to be applied to our

neighborhood since whatever
few playgrounds we have, can
in no way be considered parks.
My standard reply is “You

should have lived here’, and .

then | go on to describe to
them how Bore Park looked in
what I call “The good old
days’......" 2

‘When [ was a child, mast
of the honses were one og two
family homes, each surround-
ed by a garden. To compare
the gardens in Boro Park
today to those that existed
then, is amn impossibility
because we had wany
Mansions with such imposing
gardens, that they resembled
parks, and thus the name Boro
park, was both apt and fit-
ting."

-1 ¢could for instance tel)
you that across the street from
my parents home on 17th Ave.
between 49th and 50th streets,
there was a resillence which
took np half the block. It con-
sisted of a mansion, with a
beantiful garden, completely
protected by a five foot wall,
After the owners, Mr. and Ms.
Godoff died, their three chil-
dren bad the entive property

razed and built an aparticat
bouse in its stead at 4910-17
ave...”
*q think that your readers
will find it unusual that 1, as a
6 ycar old, had o walk from
my home to 18th Ave. and
Oceun Parkway to go to P.S.
134, the nearest schoul to my
hoane at that time. Mr. Morey
was the principal. 1 later
| attended  Montauk  JHS.,
[
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where Mr. Ludwig was the
principal, then on_to New
Utrecht 1S with D Potter as
the principal. From theve 1
went 10 Hunter college [rom
which 1 graduated and became
a substitute . Elcmentary
Schioul Teacher. 1 taught in
1.S. 103 on 14 Ave and 53rd
street, IS, 160 on FT.
1amilton Pkway and Skst
street and P.S. 180 on 16th Ave
and 561k St. perhaps some of
your readers had ¢ as iheir
teacher”

“Speaking of scheols, Dr.
Kipust would likie me to clarify
why 1 had to go to P.S. 134 on
18th  Ave.  wear Occan
Parkway, when M8, 192 on
18th Avenue and 48th Stecet
was so much closer o my
home. P.S. 192 vpened in 1924,

the usual lwo ycears.

Street.

.a year after I entered the first 1o the new school. I
occurred in 1930, and I wasin
the first graduating class l'ror.u
the 9th grade. 1t was after this
move, that B.S. 192 beeame 3
full-ficdped clementary schoal,

grade in P.S. 134, Why then
you might ask wasn't [ trans-
ferred to that schicol?  After
much research and many calls
1o the Board of Education, 1
was lold that it was the policy with
of the Systems not to transfer Kindergarten

classes

pupils if they had an older sib- grade.
ling in their original school.
F——— —

i P.SL19FCRBLBRALE:
7 BUEIFBIRTHDA

. 5. 192 in Bovaligkt: PArk: Brooklym is commemorating 80

2 4 Dectiyes: The'schook; which was con-
-I?een'"s'lt‘tdiin'g 80 years of education,
{fansportation; andy; ands the;

years with a weeﬁl@'ﬁi’

s:;rqr.:(ed in, 1922°1923:4
clothing, darice;{m je{?_'t

v

“»os

j"dl\ni 1 ﬁ."a_‘ 5

SlInee [ did have an oldcr sister
attending P.S. 134 with me, [
had to continue at that school
auntil my graduation from the
6th grade, It was then that I
was permitied to go to P5. 1?2. ,
which maintained a JUIII-Ol'.
high school - grades 7-9, ounits ?
upper floors. | entered inte the
“LA. - LB, Program” which -
mcans rapid advace and |
compicted the 7th and 3ih
grades in one ycar, rather than

When |

was in the 9th grade, Montauk
Jr. High School was compleled
an t6th Avenue aund 42nd
1 can remcember that
all the upper grade children
marched to Montauk Jr. Higly.
with the teachers and prinei-
pals showing us what route w
ke when we were transferred

This

from

through Gth

neighborhood. '-,Slgt:msﬁiil_lf_ﬁe gramgexblbiﬁ of. thelf®
research, which will by‘d’upla;{ed from-June 10th thirough Jone:

r

1‘3.‘“"." P ¥ 5
i= O June 11¢h;"a

S et s D . red
life-sized ‘model of a space shuttle erecte

byt our Young Astronauts Club.will: be- made available to-the

éntire sctioal for exploration and discussion. The

club will_also

simulate 2 shuttle mission for the student body to 'l;a‘rticlpsgg in

as well.

“ The festivities will conclude Friday, June 13th’at.10:15 with
an assembly highlighting immigration through the years and.a-

tree planting ceremony. Guests wil include local officials and,
past alumni, who aftended. the_school when it first opened

doors. . R e Tancz
For 'more information call: (718) 633-3061L -

its.
P
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In my previous column
when | mentioned the Boroe
Park schools in wlich | taupht,
'S, 164 on 141h Avenue and

42nd street was inadvertendy
omitied. Mr. Perliman was the -
principal at that time and Miss 1
Colien {who could forget her)
was the assistant principal.
by cousin Gertrude Feller,
Arktin {Aunt of the actor, Alan
Arkin) taught there too.”
(Excerpts [rom letivrs sent
by Dr. Kenncth M. Keller, pres-
Went__of  University  of
Minncsota, priuted in ihis col-
wmn iy 1987,)
) “Memories of growing up
in Brooklyn and in Boro Park
are warm and still clear. I am .
happy o provide you with a. -
!ilile more infoermaiion about
[Thed
“I was born on octaber 19,
1934 in Bore Park - indced [
believe 24 Isracl Zion Hospital
{Now Maimonides) the dedica-
tion of whicl is peinted on the
newsletter you sent to e, |
lived in Boro Pack alt through
my youth, first in an apart-
meat building at 654 Dahil)
Rd., then in a three family
hoine at 177146 st. and finally
in @ two family home my
father Yought at 5906-15 ave.”
“1 attendcd elemeniacy
school at I*S, 192, Junior High ;°
schoul al Montauk, and High
School at Stuyvesant. These
were the days when the Culver.::
line still raw, that took us (o W.’
$th at Coney Island every day
in the Sumincr. We sppgpt our
Saturdays at Culver theatre ors
the Walker theatre and most-
afternoons playing punchbali-
on 46th street and g Tthlaye i
Exe 0 cicle -
silte. B
this columa jn 19923 "' % -

“Dr. Barnet Zumoff -1’
was born in 1926 in Doctor’s?
Hospiltal, 442115 Aveaue (now®
Beth Jacob girls high:s.cl_l_ool). |
My parents, Abrabam | and;
Stella, and my halt-brothery
Nathan, had moved from:
Philadelphia to Boro. Park - to.
1042 45th Street, an apartment .
nhouse - the previous year.”

“In 1932 my family moved .
juto the ground fleor apart-.
ment of a private, wooden-:
frame louse, 1866 47th Street...
The landlord was a clothing
manufacturer, Mr. Coben, posa
sibly Abraham. Mr Cohen',
hod ilwe sons, Herbert and’
Norinan, and a daughter,’

Caroline. We lived there until
1941, when my father l!,ought a2
private hause, 4317 17th
Avenue, our home from then:
3 ,-j':‘; ! ;‘-'i

I attended P.S. 192, 4715,
18th Avenue, until 6B, and
then attended Montauk Junior
High School, 16th Avenuc and’
43rd Street. Two PS. 192
tcachers that 1 viyidly remen-
ber are Miss Reoss, my third
grade teacher, a {ovely woman
and pleasant. After her mac-
ringe her name was Mrs.
Donnclon. Then there was
Mrs. Moose, my fourth grade

on.

tacher ~1aivery; good teacher.

who -unfortunately” had” buck
“teethl?t ARG
“Storting in P.S. 192, my
best friend was Henry
Bernstcin, one of my. class-
males, who lived at 1646 47th
Streel. We both loved (o read
and were ihe two top students
in cvery one of our .classes.
Heory and 1 remained close
fricnds all through childhood,
unii? we went Lo diffecent high

schools.”

U]

“During my years at P.S.

192, I sometimes ate lunch in

: the Meyer's Luncheonstie (one
of a chain of Brooklyn ice
cream parlors) right across the
street, When 1 attended
Montauk Jr. High, [ ate lunch
in a, delicatessen on 16th
Avenue and 45th Street 1 bad
.a corned beef sandwich for 0
cents and then had a malted
itk for 5 cents at the candy
store. 1 alsy remember a deli-
calessen on the corner of 18th

: Avepue and 46Lh Street, owned
by Mr. Fuss, ‘'whose son,
Stanley, was in my classes in
Montauk.

“+Children roller skated on
the sidewalks after schoal and
on weekends. We boys played
various ballgames: stickball,
stoopball, handball, Russian
handball, and boxbaill. Marble
playing was a major pastimne
for boys.. Boys played mum-
beledty peg, a game in which’
each player threw lis pocket,
knife into the ground, marking

~off terrilory. . We; played mibg,-,
a - levio, a rough.form of hide-
and-seck. Doth boys;andgirls:
played potsy, a game t‘n w}‘ich__
squares were marked off with-
* chaik on the sidewalk:...” "4.
“My mother: bought;-‘?t;_-n
ceries- in* Hafner's;rgrocery.
store on 18th Avenue between’
46th and 47th Streets. ;Nobody:
paid cash for gmq.e‘rlg'siin.lkpsf
Depression days - the charges”
were written-in-a baok:and,
families paid at the end of the
month. Butter and pot cheese
came in (ubs and were ‘mea-.
sured out by weighL. The stan-
darfh purchase of lox m{l{qu
1/4 pound., Milk and cream (in
glass bottles) were deliyered, to]
- customers’ front doors in -the
“dawn :hours'+-by “milkmen.
.“(citlleg the She.tﬁelt‘.l Company,
or-the Borden' Company) and'
their horses and wagons.”
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submitted by Theresa Sterne

. n nied i -

u!?lmn;lm.)\i :' “- ",m
R 'Y 1930, my$ family
bought a Dbeautilul_private
house on 49(hASlreetlllﬁt}qe.¢n
17 th and 16th Avenues, where
1 grew:up and livcd' until the?
mid-1950’s when I moved to '
Manhattan's Upper West Side,
. yel always calling 49th street
" home”. ' Built as’ far as 'we
" could tedl around 1913 or 1914,
the housc was kept beautifully
in ils pristinc state by my fam-
ily, never remadeled into =

mulli-family dwclling.”

“ 1o thuse years, there was
@ lol of porchi-life. Air condi-
tioning was almost wiknoswn,
A on witrn sumaner Bights
we woulbd sit sut on our gener-
nus-sized open porch, in sum-
mer sofas aad aem chiairs and
the charming glider-swing,
vanversing across the drive-
ways that divided wdjacent
houses with neighhors doing
likewise. We wonld ali buy icc
ereamn from the itineram Good
Huwmer man (o1 a bicyele in

those davs) apd enee in a while
st une  wounld  get  thye

“Lucky Stick™ which entitled
you to a free Good {lumaer
popsicie!”
“I entered grade school at
S, 192 on 181h Avenuce
Letween 47th and 48ih Streets;
vy the mid-30°s and the
hieard of the Great Depression.
Ve were not oblivious to ihe
~rise of the Nazis in Gernumy,
but hardly gueessed what ihis
ortend in the very near
t we did hear a lot
|c_!'Ll|In man with the
stache named Adoll
ia would
o the
they

would  scream back  “Siep
heil”™ And of course we would
lune in devotedly to every gne
of aur Fresidents TDR's
speeches and fircsicde chats; in
the warm weather, you could
walk down the sirect and hear
his words coming aut of the
radios in all the houses. He
and his cloquent voice were!
like some Fatlher symbol 1o 1he
whole nation at the time, at
icast so it sccmed (o us in
Braoklyn in the late “30s and
the war years of the (Ydys.
When lte died, our Family wept
for threc days."

“At school, the ratin of
clthuicily antoug the kids was
aboul one-to-ane Jewish and
italian, with a sprinkding of
Trish,  Scandinavian, wod
Palish, ‘e all got along fiue
except ance in a while there
waald he a silly ethnie slur
whicl, being kids, we didn't
lake tov scrivusly. lLxcept
when you mentioned it luter aq
home, miama would get really
mad...””

“In the mid-£930" wheu |
rutered first grade (“1-A"™),
sur neighborhood’s public
scligul IS, 192 on 18th Aveauc
al 471h Strcet hrought together
under one raof children of
diverse etlinic ancestry. of u
runge fairly cepresenfative of
immigrant America of Lhe
period. We were mainly sce-
ond generation Brooklyites,
aml our class uf 48 pirls and
boys - which stayed tugether,
for the most part, {or the six
grade school yrars - was a mix-
ture of Itadian, SJewish, Iris,
Polish, and Scandinavian her.
ilage. .  {The multi-racia
African-Ainerican, Hispanic,
Asian-Ancrican, and Acabic-
Awerivan communilics were
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then sawme miles and deeades !
away from our Baro Park

cuclave.) 1n our classraoms al

the stact of cach schoal duy, we »
pledged  allegiunce to ihe

Asmceican fay  (although

think mauy of us were gur-

Lling the wordy), and in the

school anditurium wheee sev-

cral graades perisdicilly assem-

Lled, we saug “America the

Beaudtiful”? and Ny Country

“Tis af Thee" uloug with chil-

dven’s songs; later, Fuster's

“Old Black Joc und “Aly Old

[Lentucky  Elome.” The

teacher’s harninarica upparent-

ly kept our youuag voices on

piteh.”

“The muosty siell of chalk
dust and old wood periciles
recallections of the ficst days of
schiool, whiclt  saw  maay
yunagsiers choking Lack tears
ut this separation from btome.
But even the shy unes were
quickly drawi into the dance
games “ilow Do You Da My
Partner™ and “Goad Morniag
Merry Sunshine' and the like.
Later se swere led by teachers
in  mock-military  “deills'
beating Loy drums and march-
ing in furmatioa.”

“Qur teachers in thal era
were ahinost all female. There
wus Mrs. llinchiey, know to be
a terror lo the tirst-graders,
and the Dewncey sisters (the
slimmer one, Agnes Downey, 4
dignified lady und scrious
teacher, was “ours' in grade 3-
B), but my favorite of all wxs\
Edna Moose, a hearty woman®
with bulging cyes and protrud-
ing teeth, and a greal sense of
humar, a truly ecmorahie
educatar. 192's schoal prinei-
pal at that time was Mrs.
Connar, a fcarsame woman
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with closc-cropped, carrol col-
ored bair und a Jormidabie
chest. “Music Appreciation®”
was brought to us by Mrs.
Murrison - she alse played the
pisne o ussembly chorus
praclice - vin old 78rpm
records and o small swind-up
phunograph, year after yoar
grinding the prooves of such
smull chustnuls as Dvorak’s
Homoresque, MacDowell's To
a Wild Rose, and Rossini's
William Tell overture, “11i-Yo
» Silver,” the boys would cack-
Ie). Semcone in charge at the
Board of liducation had evi-
dently decreed these picces as
wost suilable for young cars,
and they remained for miore
than one generation the staples
of New York City's music cdu-
cation program (unow, alas,
quite abandoned. )"

“On the bust day of school
at the end ol june, it was a cus-
lom 1o bring the leacher bow-
quets of the flowers then
blovming around our homes
or, for 1hose not blessed with
gardens, 2 home-baked cake.
Alung with 1the joy of sum-
mer's redease, 1 used to feel a
lump in my throut at these

!

[inal Jittde cereinonies.”’

Qfmmﬁmshanﬂmmmm
in the column in 1994,) -

“After their marnage the
Grosshandlers moved to 1425-
5Gth Strect from the' Bronx.®
They later moved ta 16th
Avenuc and 56th Street in the
corner apartment  house.
Leslie was born in Bore Park
in 1926!

“Buddy Hacket lived in
the block mear them, on 56¢h
st. bedween 15th and 161h ave.
Leslie remembers when as a
young Doy Buddy HMHacket
wanled to beat him up, and a .
group uf his (riends pmlcclcd
linn...

"Leshc and suslcr Muricl
and brother Arthur were born ;
in Boro 1'ark. Leslic was barn

“in his house and his grand-

mother helped deliver him. 1lc
attended 3 vocational High
Schoal  called ; Braaklyn -
Specialty Trades, which was
then located in the top two
floars .of the schoql (now’ P.S ¥
192) on 18th ave 'and 48th st.”
When_ he was, 18; his family
moved (o 1845.501h st." *

* JUNE 2003
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THIS COLUMNIST
Einally, this tplummsl

must admit te hzvplg attended’
P.S. 192 for Kmq‘ﬁtganen and
part ot'lhe-ﬁrs Erade (l932\

tbe Kipyat
't*..km
"

Ui 2.3
Hinchey., The kids were afraid =
of her and peferced to h:r ‘as”

. Hinchey Pinchey.

HELP PRESERV'E
THE HISTORY OF

BORO PARK

You can help prescrve the
pride and bistory of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion af
this community by submitting
your own memories, photos and
olher memorabilia.  You can
help also by becaming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Sociely - only $5 per ycar (83
reticed or smdent) 310 - for
business ar organization, or hy
making a contribution. Send
malerials to B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Braoklyn, NY 11219.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Rabbi Chaim Moshe
Yehuda Blau zt”I
1812-2003

Rabbi Chaim Moshe
Yehuda Blau zt™), a world
ceknown Talmudic Scholar
und researcher, and Rabbi of
Congregation Avrohom Utzvi
Hirsh of Boro Park, for
approximately 35 years,
passed away on May 5, 2003,
at the age of 90.

Rabbi biauw was born in
amburg. Germany in the Fall
of 1912 to his parcnts Rabbi
Yirmivabu Hakohen and Leah
$luu. His outstanding dili-
gence, perseverence and schol-
arship. in his Talmudic studies,
were upparent at an carly
eape. At the age of 19 he
became 2 student at  the
famous Mirrer Yeshiva in
PPaland and remained a loyal
and devoted student of that
Meshivah even after his mar-

rrage and the yeshivas flight,
during 1he Holocaust of
WWIH, across Poland, the
USSR, Japan ond its arrival in
Nhanghai, in 1941, The
Yeshivah remained in
Shanghai watil the end of
WAVILL He arrived in (he USA
with his family in 1946,

Rabbi Blau first settled in
fZust New York, Brooklyn,
where he served a5 Rabbi of
Cong Ahavas Achim for 20
years,  When fhe ncigbbor-
hood popuiation changed, and
the synagopue closed, he
moved to Boro Park, with his
wife Chana Chaya Henno und
four children, two of whom
were boro in Shanghai.

In order to help lurthuer
his continued Talmudic stud-
ies, a primary aim of his life,
and at the same time provide a4
modest Jivelihood for his fami-

~ly, Rabbi Blau decided 1o use

his Talmudic knowledge to
further those cnds. e was
aware that there was numer-
aus unpublished ariginal man-
uscripts, written by many
Rishonim (Talmudic schalars
of the 12th and 13th centuries),
that were cither lost, destroyed
or languishing in the archives
of Jewish and non-Jewish
libraries around the world. So
in the lute 1940°s Rahbi Blau
emburked on a carcer to
rescarch, dicover, identify and
publish  those manuscripls
which had been unavailable ta
present day scholars. He caor-
responded  with  libraries
around the warld, ordered
photocopies of manuscripts or
microfilm and studied them
very carefully, word by ward
and day by day. During this 50
year effort be succeeded in dis-
covering, identifying, cditing
and publishing over 40 vol-
umes of books that were afl hut
tost to modern scholars, With
the poblication of each new
volume he would travel from
city 1o city in the USA. to
expain und sell his books to
Rabbis and individuals whe
would have an interest in the
books and/or in helping to fur.
ther his work.

In the Cong. Avrohom
utzvi Hirsh (4320-16h ave.)
Rabbi Blau was instrumental
in inslitluting a number of
changes to upgrade the level of
the services and the study
groups. He wus a strong advo-

cate for high quality and spe-
cial care in the writing of
Torah Scrolls, mezuzahs and
Tefilin. Doe to his lectures and
urging the shul underiook to
raise the money and hire a spe-
cial scribe to write three new
toral scrolls.

SEPTEMBER 2003

In Boro Park, Rabbi Blau
and family lived at 785 E. 2nd
Street and §459 « 40th Street.
in 1982 he last his wife, Chana
Chaya Henna due¢ ta illness.

He remarried the former

Eta Anshacker in 1983, Rabli
Blau was survived by his wife
[ita: 2 sons Rabbi Meyer Blau
and Rahli Rooven Blou; and 2
daughters Nechama Kastel
and Rochel Elishevitz.,

Cong Avrohom
Utzvi Hirsh

[very Schoal, religiovs
institution, orgsnization, busis
ness and family has a histary.
Same arve longer thon athers,
hut cach histary is nateworthy
and adds to the tutal picture,
tota) history. e would he
interested in recciving infor-
ination about any of 1hese his-
tories. relating ta Bora Park,
to include in these calumnns
and ¢ventually ta the total his-
tary af Boro Park.
laformatian muy be sent to my
atlention at the ncwspaper aor
ta 1558-35¢th street Braokiyn,
NY (1219,

Due to the fact that Rabbi
Blau served as Rabbi at Cong.
Avrohom Utzvi Hirsh far
abour 35 years, and | haw
uttended services there for
almost 34 yeurs und served as
Gablbai at that congregation
for over 20 years, 1 decided 10
write aliout the history of thal
congregation located at 4320 -
16th Ave, (corper 44st.) That
shul was first organized in
1968 by Mr. Jacque Friedman,
publisher «f this newspaper.
“The Borg Park Community
News, and cureent president of
the HBare Park Community
Council,™ and Boro ark
Histary Society.
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Jacque ' Friedman first
moved 10 Boro Park from the

East New York section, in
1965, to 1529 - 44th Street. At
first he walked very often on
Saturdays to his old
Synagogue the Young Israel of
New Lots, in arder to belp pro-
vide a Minyan (quorum for
services) during its declining
days, until it closed completely.
The new synagogue was
first named congregation New
Lots because it was es(ablished
as an attempted replacement
of the old Young Isracl of New
Lots which had been located in
the East New York section of
Brooktyn at Hegeman and
Shelfield strects. Jucque had
been an officer of the old syna-
gogue and arranged for its sale
and then decided to continne
the congregation in Boro Park
where he now lived.

Mr. Friedman rented a
small store at 4320 16th Ave
for $60 per month. He single
handedly approached individ-
uals, some who had been mem-
bers of the old shul and hud
moved to Boro Park, and some
oew ones, and invited them to
attend services at the new, but
oiodest rented quarters, He
frequently stood outside the
synagogue and invited passers
by to come in to help fill the
quota of 10 for 32 minyan need-
ed for services. Soon after the
new shul stacted, Jacque
noticed Rabbi Blau attending
services and invited him to
assvoie the position of Rabbi,
whicb he did, Rabbi Blav con-
tinved to serve as Rabbi of the
congregalion unti) his passing
in 2003,

lacque applied 1o the
Naticnal Council of Young
Israel for permission to have a
Young lIsrael branch of the
Hew synagogue. Permission
was denied because there was
an  existing Young Isruel

branch in Boro Park close by.

After a few years, the dou-
ble building which lioused the
synagogue, at 4320 - 22 .16
ave, was up for sale at a very
reasonable price, The building
also had another store which
was rented to Doris Deauty
Parlor and two stories of
apartments above each store.
The officers and members
decided to purchase the build-
ing they raised the needed cap-
ital for a down payment and
received a mortgage from the
previous owner and purchased
the double building in 1969.

As Cong. New Lots grew
in membership, the members
decided to enlarge the syna-
gogue. They arranged with
Dorus Beauty Parlor to rela-
cate, broke through the wali
and doubled the shuls capacity
in 1972,

A few years later, in 1975,
at the vrging of Rabbi Blau,
the congregation undertock
another capital improvement
campaign 1o increase the
capacity of the shule by reno-
vating the basemeni. In the
bascmicnt they built another
study bhall, 2 kitchen and a
bathroom.

1n order (o raise additian-
al funds for renmovations and
expcnses, the name of the syn-
agogue and some other dedica-
tions were sold. The name of
the synagogue was purchased
by two people. Jacque
Fricdman purchascd the name
in memory of his father
Avrohom and Lahel Drebin,
current president, purchased
the name in memory of his
father Tzvi Hirsh. The syna.
gogue was then  officiailly
renamed Cang. Avrohaom
Utzvi Hirsh in 1975,

More cocently, in 3997, the
synagogue sold its upper two

floors an;eacj;“bulldmg to“as
bmlderwho bu:.l(a hotﬂ cal!ed 2
Mosaic, e built .two,
:ddluonfl,!:::rs sll's«z%r):tlre?l’tlfzi
building and renovated the old
apari ts and the outsid of
the building. . s

When Rabbi Blau pased
away in May 2003, the mem-
bership ~voted ta apppmt
Rabhi Nason Goldberg, as
new Rabhil’ Rabbl_Golabcrg_
and his family had been
atteading services and leading
services at Cong. Avrohom -
Utzvi Hirsh for about 20 years.
Rabi Goldberg was delivering .
the sermuns and.leading the
study groups in the synagogue
on a voluntary basis, duriog
the last few years, whenever .
Rabbi Blaw’s illness prevented
him from attendiog.

Rabbi Noason Goaldberg
and lfamily first maved to Bora
Park in, 1978 from Crowe .
Hceights. He had purchased
Jacque Friedman’s house at *
1529 - d4th Street. When
Jacque maved to Flatbush.
Rabbi Goldberg moved to-..
Bora Park in arder to accept a
paosition as Rehbe (Teacher) at
the Yeshiva M'’kor Chaim at
1571-55th » Street. He paw -
serves in the pasition of super-
vising Rabbi a an OU Kosher
facility. *

The past presidents of *
Cong. Avroham UTzvi Hirsh, "
listed in arder and with
approximate dates are:

Jacque,. Fnedman 1968w
1974, -« - AR

Pesachyn(chnrlcs)

Ackerman © 1974-
1995(deceased) S ..

Dr. Shimon Meth l"]“;.k
1976(deceased)

Label Drebin , ' 1976-% »
Present. - " ey
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YOUNG ISRAEL
BETH-EL
CENTENNIAL

CELEBRATION

Deac Dr. Kipust,

In  response to your
request, [ am enclosing a copy
of tie YIBP - Beth Et Kevstone
Centennial Journal’s historical
article which the synagogue
yMicers and cantor asked me
tu rescarch and write,

This YiBP . Beth EI

Jutienal was distributed ot (he

tiost of a series of contennial
commemorative concerts and

receptions which were profes- |

sionally  videotaped und

ablended by a capacity crowd.

at the landmark synagogue on
March |, 2003. N

i an1 also frequently asked
1o give tatks and interactive
“buzzes” om this and other
famous “faces & places” in

Bore Park’s past, most recent- . .

Iy, during a large Passover
program held at the Sheraton
Daabur,

L gratefully acknowledge

that some of my usefu) infor-
mztion was found in the infor-
mitive 2 vol “1 R b
Boro Park™ a compilation of
articles wrilcen by yourscll.
Kecp well to do il your
ool wark.
Josepb (Yossi} Fuchs.

YIBP - BETH EL
CENTENNIAL:

The First and a
Foremost Shuld in
Borough Park

by Joseph B. Fuchs
Vice President, Association
of Orthodox Jewish
feachers and former
Director, the Borough Park

-_. Histerical Socicty _

Qur ‘Torah mandates
“Zichor  Yimoes  Olam..”,
“Remember our past" and
Hakoras MHatov, rendering
recognition to our pioncering
shuls. So hop aboard the time
trolley, taking us back past the
Farmy Ficlds to the Borough
Park of 1902, which (hen was
truly one big park with park-
ing!

Fron the archives of the
Borough Park Historical
Socicty, il records establish-
ment of Barough Park's very
first mossad (institution) and

* shul, Congregation Beth-El, at

the intersection of 12th Avenue
and 4)st street, This lovely lit-
tle sanctuary still functions to
this very day. Over (he next
few years, our records specifi-
cally document iow many pio-

. meering 2 Beth-El members

moved ¢n ‘to create many
major new shuls, Maimonides
Medical Center and the first
Yeshivos in Borough Park -
indeed Beth-El was (he

' Mother of many mosdos here!

During this carly eraone
of the first branches of this
great national maovement, the
Young Isracl of Borough Park
opened its doors in 1917, 1
especially liclped spiritually
save our young, with its exten-
sive youth programs. Over the
years, YIBP was led by Icading
luminaties as Rabbi Shmuc)
MIrsky and YB’L, the Present
Head of the Chicago Bais Din,
Rabbi Gedalya Schwartz,

With tremendous growth,
Congregation Beth-El
embarked on  exponential
wxpansion. In 1923, the shul
completed construction of iis
preseat almost 2,000 seaq
architecturally and acoustical.
Iy l,realhmking shul topped hy
its iltluminated 80 foot high
Magen David dome. Papers
reporicd this to be (he largest
und loveliest shul in the entire
US.,, which was inaugurated
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by a parade, 120 cantors
ensemble, the NYS Governor
and a host of major religious,
political and social leaders.
Since then, over the gener-
ations, il has becn an awesome
Oneg Shabbos to be inspired
by the talks and tefillos of
world-class  Rabbonim and

Chazonim. Many of us rmem-
ber the unforgettable Rabbi
Dr. Israel Schorr, who served
the Borough Park communj!r
for a record 60+ consecutive
years. We also rccull how our
davening kavanos {concentra-
tion) and emotions were
heightened by the shuol’s Iegj
endary chazzonim: Mordechai
Hershman,  Berete  Chagy,
Moshe Koussevitsky, Moshe
Stern and the Chazzan with
the shul's longest (enure {since
1982),4he  present  world-
acclaimed Ben Zion Mibler, all
enthralling  golden  voices,
accompanicd by stunning dou-
ble-symphonic choirs.

This institution, was fur-
ther fortified by the YIBP-
Beth El merger, the miarriage
of a great shul with a great
movement, as the First (since
1902) and a Foremost Bais
Mikdash Me’at! Ln the future,
when time and space permit,
we hope to talk and write in
detail about the great many
magnificent moments of the
shul, which are forever
cnshrined in our memnories '
and in the Historical Society
archives. Congratulations on
4 century of inspirational spie-
ilual service!

(Ed: We thank Mr. Joseph
(Yossi) ¥Fuchs, an officer and
former director of the Boro
Park Historical Socicty for his
interesting contribution.]
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JEWS OF
BROOKLYN

Jews of Bruoklyn s a hook
p ublished in 2002 by Brandeis
University Press (university
press of New Enpland). Tt
includes a pumber of individ-
val arlicles edited Ly llana
Abramovitch (munager of cur-
riculum in New Yorks muscum
of Jewish Heritage) and Sean
Galvin of L.aguardia
Community Callege, CUNY.

The inside Nap says,
amongst other things "“In Jews

of brooklyn, over lorty bisteri- .

ans, folklorists, muscum cura-
fors, musicians and ardinary
brooklyn Jews with something
(o say ahout egg creams and
Brooklyn acecents present a
vivid, living record of this
asfonishing cultural heritage.

When 1 perused this 355
page book [ ebviously was
inlerested in items dealing
wilb Boro Park. There arc. a
nuniber of articles, person-
alites, itlems and dates rcfer-
ring specifically to Boro Park
and many items about
Brooklyn in general, which are
related to Bora Park history as
well, articles specifically
about Bore Park include:

1) “My Mother’s Borough
Park' by Michael Taub

2) “A Hasidic Woman in
Borough Park” by Renata
Singer

3) "“A Brookln Accent:
Borough Park in the 1940's”
by George Jochnowitz.

I'he book includes a fea-
ture ealled *Iime line of select~
ed Jewish Brooklyn Events or
People.” The foltowing are a
fese o the iems included
which are direetly or indirectly
related tu Buro IPark history-

16537- Dutch town uf New
Utrechit Formed. (New Utrecht
was anc of ihe fve towns ol
Broolyn in swhicl Buro Park
Developed.)

1867~ Prospect Park opens

1876- Occan Parkway, a
toll parkiway ...opcas for travel
belween Prospect Pack and
Cuney Island.

1883- Brooklyn Bridge is
connpleted

1897- UBrooklyn Pullic
Library is formed.

1904-08 - Peak period of
Jewish immigration ( 640,000

enter USA)

1909-Maunbattan  Bridge
opuns

19t3-Lhbets Field
sidiwm for Bragkiyn Dodgers
QPLNs.

1917-Max Kulfeld becames
principal of Fiz Hayim in the
new  Jewish community of
Roru Park, a Jewish public
duy school “first flcbraic all-
day school.”

1936-1N1) Subway opens
in LBrovklyn

1955-Brocklyn Eagle
shnits down alter 114 years,

1964-Verrezano  Narros
Bridge Opens.

1985-Borough Lurk: cstic
wate ol gencral gupulation
I0N0  (Jewish 63400 or
3 0)

1999- conteoversial killing
of Gidone (Gary) Busch in
Borough Park by NYC
Lolicemen,

3000-Nreath  of  Grand
Kabhi Shleme ialberstain, A
1lulocaust survivor wlo nur-
tured pust  wac rebirth of
Bobov llasidic  sect  in
Brouklyn thuro park)

One feature of the look
anelected  bibliogriuphy and
reccompended reading”, has
the Tullesving Bore Park rclat-
vl listings™

Iuipust, Dr. Philip J. 1954,
i Ruew c_d}g_mj’_a_tk vol I &
it Brooklyn: Uaero Park
i erneien] Socictys Tatd.
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Mayer, Egon, 1979. From
Suberb to Shietl: The Jows of
trra Park. Phitudelphia:
Tewmple University Press.

Beleave - Shalia, Janct
sera. 1989 A Quest for
Wholeness: the Husidim of
Iare Purk.” Phd, diss Cornell

Uimiemeeions TIARD Alierafiline
There are twa ather VH.D.

diss.. listings about the
Babover Hasidie Conimunity,
aud numeraus general listings
abont other commanities and
abuut Brooklyan in general
which may include items aboul
Bare Park. 1found at least oae
articie that quotes my article
il Remember Boro tark."”
“I'tie book itself is interest-
inyg uud includes muck histori-

cal and diseniptional informa-
tion abaut the various cammu-
nities in Brooklyn and their
population. However I felt
that the descciptian of the
community histary aod popu-
lation of Boro park, especially
the currcnt hasidic Jewish

‘community, was inadequate
and nal balanced.

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and histary of Bora Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promation of
this community by submitting
your own memaories, photas and
ather memorabilia.  You can
help also by hecoming a member
of the Bora Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year ($3
rclired or student) 310 - for
business or arganization, ar by
making a contribution. Send
materials to B.P.H.S., 4707 tath
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219,
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BORO PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

4707 13th Avenue Brooklyn, New York 1i219
718-854-1033 ¢ 718-436-7729

“Chank Cyau D Chhiliy &/ SHipust

for your excellent article on the anniversary of PS 192 48th St. and 18th Ave. Boro Park

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

WE ARE FIXING UP OUR MINI MUSEUM AND IF YOU
WOULD LIKE TO YOLUNTEER TO HELP PLEASE CALL US

» OPEN INVITATION to aii community organizations and individuals to
join in our NEW MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN - JOIN TODAY!

¢ OPEN INVITATION to Community Business organizations
BE A COMMUNITY SPONSOR call Jacque Friedman @ {718) 854-1033
WHY NOT SET UP A FOLDER ON YOUR ORGANIZATION

Moving or want to throw away old papers or journals or pictures of Boro Park?
DO NOT THROW THESE MEMORABILIA DOCUMENTS OR PAPERS AWAY - DONATE THESE
VALUABLE ITEMS TO HELP SHARE THESE VALUABLE ITEMS WITH THE COMMUNITY
We pick up with a Smile. Remember Boro Park is you and your history is important

Volunteers are always needed - are you retired - donate a little time YOU are needed.

6 ¢« Borw Park Community News » Scpt. 2003
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I REMEMIBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip ). Kipust

YOUTH GROUPS
IN BORO PARK

. The following article. pub-
lished 0 he Brookbyn Faugle o
May 19, 1947, was submitied by,

Mr. B.M Sclevan, an olficer off

the Buro Park Historical Society.
ﬂlc Yeshiva Toras Emes, men-
Uaned in this article. (he second
aldest Yeshiva in Boro Park, had
movd 6 several locations after

440712 Ave. and has recenily !

relocated (o Flatbush, We aotw,
a5 we study the history of Boro
!’nrk that many communicy
ISsues repeat theinselves,  We
thank Mr. Sclevan for his inter-
¢sling contribulion.
RABBI ASKS SCHOOLS AlD
IN CURBING CHILD GANGS
Rahbi Elias Schwratz, dean
af Mesivia sndYeshiva Toras
Emes, urged a mass meetin 2 last
night to press for the opening of’

all public school playgrowunds
and gymaasiums g means ol
comhating  ani-Semitic  acts
which he laid at ihe door of
“emationally socially owl-
adjusied gangs of youngsiers” in
Boerough Park.

Rabbi Schw:ts lisced 1
as “name calling. hrests, rock
theowing, beatings and several
CXCOTLons” turned up in (he sur-
vey, All he said, were commil-
tedagainst the bays in his care al
the schoal 4407 [2ih Ave.

The mecting was held ag the
First Congregation Anshe Stard,
14th Ave. und 45th Sireet.

Rabbi Sctwartz urged the
use of all public school play-
Erovads and gymnasiums in the
Area during ihe altecrnoon and
curly cvening hours.

Insisting  that  adequaie
recreational facilices in the ares
would discourage (he formation
of “vanus™ and provide an vutlet

lor the energies and emotions ol
the  nicghborhood’s  children.
Rabhi Schwirty dectiredd:

“We believe than il we can
mp these acts of the child, we
van presenm the germ of ant-
Semtesin” feam infecuing  the
mclividual as he matores,

Boy. Sister hit an way to
twnmple

Typical of
gainst Jewish children 1n the
seation, hie lisied instances of an
S aear ald hoy siriking :nother
Doy sk Tis saster while the Fatier
were an their way to the syna-
vogue. Another child the rabbi
conunucd . was asked il he
saed e afoin s club and was
Jater thrown orcibly into a bush.

Money was demanded of a
th grade pupil st schoal. Rabhbi
Schwarty relined., “and hie was
beaten ap when he refused.™

Offers  lan to  StalT
Playgrounds

Referring o his proposal
thor existing Bore Pack recre-
atnonal facilities be kept open
langer hours.  Rabb Schwarts
stggeated that counsctors w statl
the playgrounds and gymnasi-
umis be regruited Jrom smang the
public schauls regular wachers
s hat dhey be paid for Lheir
seryices wih city fuads,

In connection  with  the
Yiddish  schaol’s  pending
¥25041} huilding fund drive,
Rabhi Suhwane. revealed if the
oxtualed NN Jewnsh fami.
hes i Poro Park raise  the
SA0000 cumenily “in the bank™

Apgressions

G NSo) duacmg Juee  Iaag
Shalann. presideat sa Uz pstatn-
ety will peessdly match the
s wath another S2000, The
campuign will edlicaally open in
Sepembwr.

—_——

0
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HISTORICAL
BRIEFS

There 1k o huge  old
syvamore tree in Boro Pack. in
front of the home of Mrs,
Jousphine Mazzulo e 1557-45
St 1o may he the Largest iree in
BBoro Pack. 1 measured the ginh
ar circumierenee of the iree
trunk on QOut 21, 03. It measured »
131 inches (almost 11 feety ata |
height of 48 inches [rom the
ground. At a height ol 24 inch-
es {rom the ground the ginh
measured 150inches ( 12.5 feew).
Since the age of e tree is relu-
ed 10 its girth, it may akso he the
oldest wee in the acighborhauod.
i anyane 18 aware of a 1ree
whech is larger or ofder please by

us know.,

Washington Mulual Savings
Bank at 4724-131h Ave. (corner |
of 48th St} still has the waords
“Bay Ridge Savings Bank™
engraved in stone high up on the
feont of the building. The Bay
Ridge Suvings Bank moved
there in 1927 and in 1968 it
became the Anchor Savings,
flank.

The Plaza Hotel on 1 31h Ave

corner 47 S was fonerly the
Chase Manhattan Bank and
before that, starting in 1927 &

was the home of the “Munivipal
Bunk."”

St Feancix de Clagial is the
oldest church in 8o Park, s
lacited on 37th Stamd 13th Ave.
and was Jounded in 1892,

The coraer  stoags  on
Tempte Beth-El. the uldest syaa-
gopuc in B.P. (now Young Israc!
Beth-El of Boro Park) rcad as
follows:
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1920
Tempte Belh-E) of Boro Park
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Kulok

Mr. & Mrs. Morns Meiselman
Temple Beth-El ot Bora Park
56B0 {in hebrew letlers)

the synagogue itsell wasy
firs1 founded in 192 on 1210
e und 42nd sireet and bager
moved 16 |Sht ave. and 381,
shicet.

I'he  Post Oflice. Blythe
Buuene Statian. focaed on 315,
secel and New Usreche Ave . had
the following sign alter it was
[BTTH

“This building is
dedicaled to Public Service®

1977

Jimmy Carter
President of the United States

Bin’yamin F. Bailer

ostmaster General

Dr. Mark ). Wallfield

B _Mark ). WaltGcld was a
well knawn  and  sespecied
Pediatricisn sn Boro Park, His
ullice won located on the corner
ol Stih Sgeer and  15th Ave,
capprovimaiely 1474 - 50 s
Ehs Enher was also a prominent
PPedsatiiciun in Boro Purk with
wibhee docaged  on 461h Si.
beiwveen 12th and ) 3th Ave,

The tolawign 1wo obituar-
1es appeared in the NLY. Tinves of
Udiober 28, 1987,

Wallleld - Or. Mark !, Boro
Pk Pecinncian tor over 60
rears. Beloved husband of the
late Finer, deyoted father of
12 se Vo Flunsoa and Maida and
Al Wassaman,  Chenshed
grandlather ol Jessiva Lyon ond
Neven Alchaet. Bears hrother of
Susan Spool and the lae Mavie

BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS

Resa. B beu of Nowers. contri-
bivions 1 your favorite charity
wavld be appreciated.  Services
a Forest park Chapel. Queens
Bowlevird at 76th Road, Foresl
1408 Tharsday. Oclaber 29wt
{Opne,

Walllicdd - Mack, MD. The
Deparnent of  Pediries,
Miomomdes Medical Center,
deeply regrets the passing of Dr
Mark Walllield. a long-time
wember of our Depaniment who
will be sarely nissed by sl ol
bis volleagues.

I'clin Fetdman, MD

Oirector of Pediatrivs

Maimonides Medical Center

Sol Schwartz

Sol Schwaniz {RIP) founder
vl Atlas Vacation Service passed
away in Issacl. in April, 2000. a1
the age of 82t

Bora in Koshitza,
Czechuslovakia. Mr. Schwary
cscaped the Nazi Holocaust by
flceing 10 Ponugal. His daring
escape has becn recorded [for
posterity st the Yad V'Shem
Holocaust Acchives,

He emigrated 10 the U.S. in
1939 and (rained as = Canior. I
1947 he married his wife Beny
and moved o Boro Park and was
installed as the Cantar of
Congregation Ohe)  Abraham
Mishkan foseph 4907- $8¢h Ave
w (he same year. He remained
in his position as Cantor of the
Congrcgation for 25 years and
also served as president Tor sev-
cral years,

Mr. Schwarniz was involved
IN NUMCrOUs Yacalion enterpris-
es.  He operated several glay
kasher hotels in 1the Caiskill
Mountainy. He wus among the
first aceredised Shomer Shabbas
Teavel Agents in New Yaik. He
staried Aulas Travel Service in
1948,

In 1972 he and his wifc cini-
frated 10 Jerusalem. lsracl,
where he continued 10 be active
in the Atlas Vacation Service
until 1973,

While in Rore Park Kb

L
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SCRwArls N0 s wie wclc_-‘t
active in several communal and”
charilable orgamzations.

Shevi Cross

The (ollowiag are ¢xerps af
an artcle. wrilicn by Shewt
Guoss §th grade studen. in the
graduation ycarbook of the
Yeshuva ol Spring Vallcy wiels
school, ol Sunc 2000.

“My grundimother, Ruth
Shulinan Bachrach {vbm) uswat-
ly called Babby. was born on the
thind aight of Chanuka in 1916
in Spuing Valley. N.Y, where her
parcniy hved.”™

“Bobby grew wup dunag
very haid limes in the United
States. It was (he Depression
years and Dater World MWar Ik
‘llulvl)_\-‘.\ parenis, Reuven and
Bessic Shalian lived ia Spring
Vatley wlare they wade and
casbruidered tsblecloihs. They
did  veey  well  uatib the
Depression,  when Bolvbyis
father lost 1he business. His
wife Bessic went inta (ae iasur-
ance business and Reuven sat
and {earned....."”

=My geandmoethes learned
all wbont Yiddishkeit Srom her
parenis, and her grandmother,

_Mrs. Chana Newstodter who

lived in Boro Park. Mubby
always told us that on Pesach
there was nothing kosher to
buy su her father would take
pruncs. make prunc jelly, and
do mast ol the cavking sn they
wouldn't ¢at chometz.”
“During ! this time n
Anicrica it ,was hard for
Ortladox Jews to be Shomer
Shabbas, because if you didn't
work six days a week, includ-
ing Shabbos, you didnt’ find 3
job. ‘That was why since
Bobby's father owned a busi-
ness, they were able to be
Shomer Shabbes.” )
“Bobby wis very siart in
school and got straight A{».s.-
She went (o Hunter College in
New York City, A ihat time it
was an all girls wllc;c: and
was very hard Lo gt into .
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During her college years she

lived in Boro Park with her *

grandmother whom she called
Bobby Chana. Bobby Chana,
originally from Russia, was

widewed swhen she was in her.

carly 30°.; She had three gicls:
Lilly. Bessy and Dosa. Bessie
was Bobby’s mother.  They
lived in a2 huge house on t7th
Avenue between 49ty strect
and I%¢h sireet. the house still
stands doday. Wlien Bobby
Chana died in 1971 she was

102 ycars old. Shc requested

in her will (hat the house be
made into a yeshiva, und that
is what il is today, Yeshiva
Chasam Sofer.”

“Bobby was ounc of the
group of yaung adults who
started the Youup Israel of
Boro Park, which was part of
starting the first minyan in
Boro Park in 1930's and 40's.

- * Bobby had- one” sister
who also joined in the Young »
Israel group. . Noth sisters

eventually met their husbands

at the Young lsracl.’ Bobby
told me that during this time
ihere was no ane.10 go qut wnth
since there were so few ortlw-
dox men areund.” - 3

Dr. Selma Wehi

{the_ following are ¢xerpls
from an article written hy |
Arngold Fine, in the Jewish
Press of Sept. 6, 2002, based
upon the book “House calls to
Eternity” by Rabbi Yaakov
and Haddassah Wehl 1987.)

4* There may be hundreds,
if aot thousands of individuals
in Broqklyn’s Bore Park, who
are familiar with Dr. Selma
Wehl's name. Dr. Wehl was a
pediatrician whose name has
become synonymous with the
highest standards of medicine,
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integrity, compassion, dedica—
tion to patients and devotigs to
Torah. Until her passing om
April 2, 1987 when she was
nearly 90 years oM, she
worked six days a week, 14 to

16 hours a day. For 45 years
ber office at 5015 -15 Ave. in
Brooklyn pulsated with saunds
of crying infants, as she sell-
lessly served the community
day and night

Dr. Wehl was a brilliant
studeot and dzughter of a rab- "
binical famiy._.in Hamburg,
Germany, ‘where she grew up -
influenced by the teachings of
Rabbi _Samson Rapbael
Hirsch, that one mar,combme |
#“Torab im Derech Eretz” -
Torah joinly with the pursuil
of worldly knowledge. In lact
in Hamburg ihere were
approximately e dozen reli-
gious doctors and dentists al the
ume.

She and her husband, Reb
Aaron Wehd, who married in
March of 1936, forged a life
based on lolal adherence 10
Torah and wholchearied com-
mitment 1o patients....

As World War [1 boomed
oot he horizon, Ihe Wehl's
miraculously escaped Germany'
Z1p Amenca ag the: bcﬂmmng of
1939.

“Thus,it was in nnddlc age.
Dr. Wehl was no longer a doctor.
Before practicing medicine
ihe sew country. she bad 10 learn
English and pass Lests to become ‘
accredited...

She and her husband were

_pennifess. She was 10ld 1hat she
had theee sirikes agains her apd
therefore would never succeed.
“'you 2re 2 worman. You arc a for-
cigner and AL plan to observe
e Shabbos” Many people
could not understand that she did
not  have office * hours  on
Shabbos. At that ime Shabbos
was Ihe biggest business day in

Boro Park.

2003
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2 Sh.ld)ed mlenu-
Iy while, worklng asa practical
nurse and “cleaning woman,
washi h and diapers,
and scrubbmg floors. In 1941,
shc_e:rned her American med-
ical: license, and in 1950 she
became._ a- Diplomate and
Fellow of the American
Academy of Pediatrics, and
staffl member at Maimonides
Hospital.
On Lag B'Omer, 1948, a
new cra started, when the
Wehls celebrated the house-

warmning of their new house
at '5015-15th ave. From her
medical office in this house she
was to loyally and selflessly
treat . three generations ol
patients... - Dr.  Wehl, the
woman with “lhree strikes
agains her”, became a legend
in her time.

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in lhe rescarch,
preservation and peomotion of
this ¢ ity by sub
your own memarices, pholos and
other memorabiliz.  You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year ($3
retired or studemt) $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a coniribwtion.  Send
materials o B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip 3. Kipust

BORO PARK
DEDICATION

Anthoay ). Brizzi Place
On November 8, 2003. ihe
carner of 40th strezt and Forl
Hamilton Parkway was named
“Anthony 3. Brizzi Place™ at a
special dedication ceremony.
Mr. Brizzi {RIP)} was the owner
and operator of the Brizzi and
Sons Funeral Home al 3913 Font
Hamilion Parkway.

Amhaay wias bkora o Baro
Pack, in his home at 3921 -Fort
amdion mkway 1o his parenis
Joseph amd Liina, on Sepe 7,
1933 and dicd on Moy 3, 2000
le lived an 1op of e tuseral
home.

The Tollowing is  capy ol
e dedhicaion Inochure Jiswibuo-
1ed  the ceremonies:

Anthony §. Brizi “Butchs”
ways born and raixed in Boro
Park. He was the youngest of
10 children. Anthony’s father
was the founder of Joseplt A.

Brizzi & Sons inc, Funeral
f10me, which hax been family
awned and operated since 1922,

As a yonng boy, Anthony
watched Nis father's tireless
devotion to the people of Boru
Park. Regardless of money,
race, or religion, Joseph
ensured that anyone who
requested his services would be
treated in a dignified manner.

throwugh the 2ud venera-
thue, Anthony carvied on his
Jathers hicology. He beeame
an active member if the com-
etunity, fakisg parf in mony
orgasizations such as: Usher
Society of St. Catharine of
Mexandria Cluereht, Council of
Neighbarhaod Orgasizations,
Connmunity Roard 12, Admiral
Dewey Kunights of Colusdues
und spansored sauneross base.
bhadl, seftball and basketbals
feats.

Ay well ax Anthosy's devio-
fion  fo the  Bore  Purk
Cennannity, he abso way dedi-
cafed (o hus family which con-
sisis of Juiv wife Amelies “Nina,”
and hix 3 daughiers Deniwe
Dostaris and Dina. {le helieves
i stroag family valiees, which
were cultivitted when fre swas i
youg hoy.

ty true fomily gradition,
Anthoay had endeared himself
(0 the comntenity aad his mam
associates. Withoeut a doube,
there is no one whae caa stafe
that they were ever refused
asyistance if they requested it of
Anrhony. A frue indication of u
man's warth v liow peaple feel
aboust hint as @ fuaman being.
Astthany's fegacy will be carried

on through his fatitv.
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Memariaf Mass 18:30 am
Si. Catharine of
Adexandria Chusch
(Mficinted by
Rev. Msgr. Curran
Dedication 40th Street
os Anthony 1. Brizzt Place
{corner of Fort Honnlfon Pkwy)

Conest Sprahers
Muriy SLarkowier
Horvowelt President

1501 PrilShasin
Councidmon

AMasty ceclia
CON Pxevutive Directar

Prasosltn Cleann
Puss Diseeict My Contmitraity
Buard 12

Foseph Prelloces

Fontile Spobesperson

W wndd bhe to evpress one sin-
COTE Rrotitude fur evesvine's paroic-
wpattepn in Thix puscitogs ocld-
sdesrr.

T Reizzi Fomile

The above information wss

aubouded by Ribbe Yisroel

Oromee o friend and husiness

ASOLULEHC. We  dheok  Rahbi

Orange fou bis intereatmg contn-
buiion.
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OUR SHUL PHOTO
Con, QU&LHIA
9 BTE' Yehuda, Boro Park
5311-16th Ave '
Photo Montage, 1990
by Harns RUbin '

| Ihe pholo beiow, entitled

Our Shui” is an arnsticatly cre-
ated  composite  photo  of
Congregation Bner Yehuda {sons
of Judah), of Boro Park. This
synagogue, dedicated in 1924 is
focated a1 5311-16th Ave. The
photo “created™ by Mr. Harris
Rubin (RIP) is an aenal Photo
Monuage taken on Purim morn-
ing 1990 showing the inlerior of
ll'je shul giving it a three dimen
sional effect.

~ J:c farst apirgaal reader o
. shal was Rabbi Mordechii
,\.nr.un Kaplan (RIP). who served
L.JI'IIH his demise in 195, r-!c \vg'n
sll{c:cuded by Ruahbi Eliczer £:.\
I\u't‘ncr who served until h
demise i 1901, fla was suc)
\‘c'cded by his <on R.‘Ihbk‘[)l"
ml:::l Mejr Kitzner, Oihere bis-
X % mfvrmation about the
Synagogae has appearcd m these
columns in the past. »

Choto Donations

The phote memtioned above
wos donated to the Bore Purk !
Historical Society recently by
Mrs. Esther Rubin in memory o1
her husbund Harris, the phots
will be dispiayed n the “miai -
museum of Boro Park™ by the
bistosical saciety. The BPIIS
invites ifs readers and uther
residents (o donate phoin of
important buildings in the com-
munity for historical preservae
won. Photos donated 1ot he his-
lorical archives will be used for

DECEMBER 2003

display, publication and presers
vation. Unfortunately, many old
photos are forgotten about and
discarded aflter a person is
deceased. We invite aofficers of
organizations and institutions, 4s
well as residents, 10 danate pho-
tos of their buildings.
Harris Rubin

Harris Rubin (RIP) the “cre
ator” of the above mentioned !
photo montage, was deceased
Tuly 2000.

Harris and Esthet
Rubin moved to Boro Park in
1951.  They first lived in
Williamsburg where they were
married in 1943, thea in 1949
moved to Bensonhurst and after
two years moved ta Boro Patk.
1n Boro Park they first lived at
1369-51st where they lived for
seven years then purchased a
home at 1666-5 kst where the) |
lived for 26 years and then
moved 10 their curent address at
1618-48 st. in 1984.

Mr. Rubin was interested in
photography- He was very tal-
ented and artistic: He was a tal-
ented watchmaker 2 trade that he
learned in his youth in Eucope.
In his later years he was in the
wholesale Jewelry business. His
brother, Sol Rubin, is a profes-
sional phmographer and lives in
Boro Park-

Hareis and Esther were very
invotved.. in.. Community
Organizations™” and  projects.
Harris was one of the ariginal
founders of Chel Home in Bora.
park and served 8s chairman of
the Board for cleven years, He
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was the Honaree at the first Ohel
Dinner. He was also very active
in Cong. Bnei Yehuda and
secved as Vice President and in
ather positions. He was very

close ta both Rabbi Kirzners. He

also served on the Community
Mental Health Board of
Maimonides Hospital for many
years.

Esther Harris, in addition to
helping her husband in many of

his communal activities, was:
also active in AMIT, and was 2 :

volupteer for many projects af
Qhel.

Congregation
Avrohom Utzvi Hirsch. -
Addendum

In this column of September
2003 we included an article
about the history of Cong,
Avroham Urzvi Hirsch, the syn-
agogue located at 4320-16 ave.
One of vur readers and member
of the congregation suggested
that the article should have
included names of the several
yeshivos that utilized the
premises of the synagogue tor
their ~school and contributed
,towards the operation of the
building. Al the Yeshivos,
except for two, were for older

students post High School. The
two  exceptions Yeshiva
Hamatmanim and the curent
Yeshiva Shir Chodosh, were fa:
high school students.
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The following are the name .
pf the Yeshivas and their [eaders,
in the order of their presence.
The dates are not available.

. i(eshiva Bals Torah -
Rabbi Mordechai Yoffe (obm)

Yeshiva Nachlas Leviim -
Rabbi Pinchos Kahn and
Rabbi Faivel Cohen

Yeshiva Hamatmonim -
Rabbi Gedalia Max
Rabbi Ephraim Padawar

and Rabbi Morgan

Yeshiva Shir Chodosh -
Rabbi Naftali Langsam

Vasiken Minyan
(sunrise services)
Started by
Rabbi Yakov Stefansky
now Rabbi ChaimYosilovsky

A Tree Grows
in Boro Park

In this column of Nov.
2003, we reported about a large

sycamore trec which we sug-
gested may be the largest and
oldest in Boro Park and requesi-
ed information about other large
wees.

Mr. Israel Bader of 1665-42
St. ¢claimed that he knows of a
larger tree in the back of his
house. The tree is actually on his
adjoining neighbors property, in
back of the house of 1673-42 st.
Mr. Bader’s house was built in
1903 which is one hundred years
of age and probably one of the
oldest standing houses in Boro
Park. His property includes a
piece of the historical Lott Lane,«
which ran through part of Boro-
Park,

I went over to the house and
Ms. Bader and I measured the
trec at a height of 32 inches from
the floor the girth or circumfer- -
ence of the tree measured 14
feet. At a height of 77 inches
from the floor it measured 16
fect 2 inchs. At this point onc of
the brances begins 1o bulge out.
Mr. Bader estimates the heighit
of the tree to be about 76 feet.
So far this tree seems to be older ,
and targer than the one men-i
tioned in the previous column, ini
front of .1557-45 st. '

Mr. Bader indicated that his
two neighbor’s houses, on beth
sides of him, are scheduled to be
demolished and new houses
built on the land. When that
happens in the near future, this
tree, as well as others on the
properties, will probably be
thrown down.

Congregation Bnei Yehuda,
Boro Park Dedicated 1924

“QUR SHUL"
Aerial Photo-Montage.
Purim Morning, 1980

First Moro D Asro: Horav
i Hagoen Reb Mardechai

Aaran HaCohen Z 'L
IKaplan. After his untimely
' demise in 1951, he was

succeeded by Hagoen
Horav Dr. Eliezer Zev Z"L
irzner. After his petira, in

9991, Horav Dr. Reb Yisroe!

Meyer Shlita Kirzner was
unanimously chosen to
succeed his illustious
father 2L
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HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF

BORO PARK

You can heip prescrve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help ia the research,
preservalion and promotion of
this community by submilting
your own memories, photos and
other memorabilia.  You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (33
retired or student) 310 - for
business or organization, or by
making a contribution. Send
matertals 10 B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219,
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Recent School Visit

The Boro Park® Historical
Society (B.P.H.S.) frequently
receives calls from people seck-
ing information about Boro
Park. Some are from College
Students working on reports or
dissenations, some are from ¢le-
mentary or high school students

learning about their community °

and some are from teachers
seeking information.

We try to be helpful if we
can and depending upon the
request often refer individuals 1o
the twe volumes of the book “I
Remember Boro Park™, by Dr.
Philip J. Kipust which can be
found in the public library; Boro
Park, Midwood and Grand Army
Plaza branches. the books have
an index in the back listing
names and places mentioned in
the articles in alphabetical order.
Last year we had a request from
a teacher at PS192, on 8
Avenue and 47th Street, to visit
the school which was celebrat-
ing its 80th Aoniversary and
speak to her 4th grade class
about Boro Park history. We did
that and wrote about this in a
previous column.

In March of this year, we

were invited by 2 teacher in a
girls school, to speak (o her 3rd
grade class about Boro Park, We
accepted the invitation by the
teacher, Mrs. Rivkie Raitport. to
speak o her 3rd grade class at
Bais Yaakov of Ger located at

1975 - 51st Street. We spoke-

about the early history of Boro
Park and responded 1o their ques-
tions about housing, popuiation,
schools, prices. clothes, games
etc. The principal Mrs. Wosner
asked if I would be willing and
able to visit the school again in
the near future and speak to some

S

of the older students to which I
consanted. | )
More about Schools in
Boro Park
In 1985 1 did a study of the
schools in Boro Park, both pub-

"lic and private. Some informa-

tion accumulated from this study

was included in previous arti-,
cles. The nine public schools

localed in Boro Park were and

are in the main part of School

District 20 of the New York City

Board of Education. There once

was a tenth school, PS103 locat-

ed on 14th Avenue and S4th

Strect which was sold by the city
and is now a Satmar Girls
Yeshiva and popular wedding
‘hall. The other nine public
schools located in Boro Park and
the names of the principuls in
1985 are as follows:

MARCH/APRIL

1985-Listing:
PS48 - 18th Ave & 60th Street !
Mr. Thomas Hiller
PS105 - 1031 59th Street
Ms. Margaret Flanagan
PS1€0 - 5105 Fr. Hamilon Pkwy
Mrt. Barry Mintzer
PS164 - 141h Ave & 43rd Street
Mrs. Judith Stewart
PS180 - 5710 16th Avenuc
Mr. Marvin Grosskopf
PS131 - 4305 Fu. Hamilton Pkwy
Mr. Louis Staiano
PS192 - 18th Ave & 48th Street ,
Mrs. Bemnice Jaffe ]
JHS220 -Pershking J.HS !
9th Ave & 49th Street
Mr. Arthur R. Flannery

2004

JHS223- Montaulk J.HS
16th Ave & 42nd Sireet
Ms. Mary F. Butti
The Community Superintendent
of District 20 at that lime Was ,
Dennis M. Fieming.

Heritage and History
Supt, Fleming at that tme,
gave.me a copy of Heritage and |
History,which is a collection of «
selected student compositions
from the various schools in the
district related to their studies of
local history, This booklet was
volume II printed, by mimeco-
graph machine, in May 1977.
The editor in chief was GeorgeJ.
Hoffman and the Co-editors
were Thomas J. Hiller and Vito
Gennaro.

The principals of the vari-
ous public schools listed in the
booklet for 1977 were as fol-
lows.

PS48  Thornhas J. Hiller
PSI05 Margaret Flanagan
PSI60  Aribur Simon
PS164 Joseph Tedeseki
PS180 Rosemarie Carpitano
PS192 Rose R. Wolfe
JHS220 Arthur Flannery
JHS22% Mary Buti

In his preface 10 the booklet ’
Supt. Fleming states: “The arti-
cles in this booklet capture ¢le-
ments of local history. Part of
the research is from resource
books and part of it is from orig-
inal sources - people who lived
in and around the areas at differ-
ent periods of the districts histo-
ry. I am confident that this has
given our students the feeling
that they are living history.”
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The following are a few
selected articles from the book-
let written by 1he children in the
community.

The Montauk [ndians:.

By 1776, the Montauk
Indians had settled in central and
tastem Long Island. They were
members of the Algonguin
tribes. Two of their most notable
lkaders  were  Pequot  and
Narraganset.

The Montauks fived in wig-
wams. Wigwams were made out
of a round wooden structure with
a semi-circular roof. The
Montauks made wampum which
was used for several things
including money and beads.

The promontory at the west-
ern tip of Long Island is named
after the Montauks, Monlauk
Point. Also, Montauk Point
State Park, a state park is named
after the Montauk {ndians. Both
places are about 115 miles east
of Manhattan. Finally, my
school is named after the
Montauk Indians, Montauvk J-
223. These indians who are so
much a part of New York’s histo-
ry and who lived as far back as
the 161h century in New York are
loday very few in number. Over
the past 300 years or $0. many
hfwe been destroyed by war and
filse-'lfe. Others have lost their
identity as Montauk Indians
through intermixing with other
Indian uibes,

Today, traces of the
Montauk Indians might be found
on the Shinnecock Reservation
on Long Island,

Adam Simonoff
Class 9SPF  )-223

ng

Long before Brooklyn was
catled Brooklyn, and before any
white man lived here, there was
a peaceful and friendly tribe af
fndians called the Canarsees. o
the year 1524, the first white
man mast likely to have landed
in Brooklyn around Faort
Hamilton. was an ltalian naviga-
tor, Giovanni de Verrazano, wha
came in the mame of France.
When he went back ta France,
the king dida’t do anything
about the discovery.

In 1609, an Englishman
named Heory Hudson, sailed |
past the shores of Brooklyn in
his exploration for the Dutch. !
As a result of his voyage, the
Dutch sent over thirty families ta
New Netherlands, This arca
included much of what is now |
New York, New Jerscy and |
Delaware. New Amsterdam ¢
which is now Manhattan was
bought from lhe Indians: by
Peiter Minuet.

In 1664, three armed British
frigales sailed inlo what is now
Gravesend Bay and dropped !
anchor in belween Faort
Hamilton and Coney Island.
The British Commander ordered
the Dulich. to surrender the
colony of New Netherlands.
The Dutch wouldn't fight. New
Amsterdam and New
Netherlands were surrendered 10
\he British. The name of the area
was changed to New York, in
honor of the Duke of Yozk.

Brooklyn, Long Island and
Manhattan were still in the hands
of the Brilish uait the
Revolutionasy  War ended.
When this happened, the people
of New Ulrecht fired a cannon,
and put up a Liberty Pole in their
celebration.  The libesty pole
still stands in Brooklyn at
Eighty-fourth Street _and
Eighleenth Aveaue. President
Washingtod visited this very

vin 1790.
i Andrea Cerrachio
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Bragklyn {OQur Home):
Brooklyn, WOW, what a2 waon-
derful place!

Largest basough in all New York
State.

Teacher said with a peculiar
goin,

T'was the Duchk who found
Breuketen,

And since 1636, this broken land
Has grawn togerher just grand.

By 1834 inlo a city it grew
But. alas, New York was grow-
ing too;

And then came the years 1898,
When Absorption as a borough
became Brooklyn's fate;

Siill, as a borough it continuous-
ly grows,

And when it wilt stop nobody
knows.

Felicia P. Paulakos
Class 9SPS  J-223

America 2 a w

In the year 2000, I thiak
America will be run completely
by rcobots and computers.
Computers will 1ake the place af
Amcrican workers, Can you
imagine a computer doing your
homework? In some ways it
would be nice: in others, it
wouldn't,

America witl be free of cars;
space ships will be used instead.
These ships will run on solar
energy... instead of raveling 10
different counlrics, maybe we
will be going on teips 10 other

‘planess like Satuen of Jupiter.

And. that will be a wonderful
experience. ..
Collette Tabeck
6-415 PS204
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Alfonso Genovese came to
this country in 1923, A1 that -
time, there wasn't any welfare
and no uncmployment benefits.
Everyone who was herz had 10
work hard to earn a living,

In 1929, the Decpression i
came, work was even hasder to |
get and money was even harder
to earn.

[n 1932, F.D. Roosevelt was
clected President of the United -
States. He made many changes
to help all of the people. World
War Il started in 1941 and ended
in 1945,

From that time on, progress
began in America. People start-
ed to work, little by little, until
the country reached a point
whete everyone was earning a '
living and all those Lhat wanled |
o work had a job.

You may think times are
hard now, with e high cost of
liviog and the many problems
many of us face each day. 1
think life was much harder maoy
years ago.

In 1923, when you first
came here, were there any auto-
mobiles? Not too many cars
were on the steeet at that time.

How much did gasoline cost
at that time? Gasoline was
sleven cents a gallon and there
was no ax, not even an cight
cents sales tax,

How do you feel about
prices of things today? Did you

. think, they are reasonable? §

Compared to today, thiigs
cost very little. T think peaple
had more of a chance 1o advance
themselves.

How much was the rain.
fare? The trainfare was anly five
cents.  Today, we have o pay
fifty ceats for a ride on buses and
trains. The warkers always kept
the trains clean. There were
motormen to stop crimes. Trains
aren't as ¢lean and they ace not
as safe.

What kind of work did you
do?

1 was working for the Park
Department from 1937 until
February 1, 1964, when I retired
from the Park Department.

Do you think you improved
yourself by coming lo America?

Yes. 1 worked hard and
carned an honest living for my
family and myse!f. America was
very pood 10 me in many differ-
ent ways, | have a lat 0 be
thankfut for. this country with
ail its faulis has been good 10
me!

Barbara Quono
Class 4-409 P.105

Batt and

If you go through Brooklyn
Fleights now you don't sec any
sigh of where Washington's
19,000 men waited for ihe
British to auwtack. Their retreat
had been cut off. They knew
they were outnumbered.

On August 22, 1776 the
British moved 20,000 out of a
possible 32,000 men’to Long
Island.

On August 27, the British
altached the Americans in what
is now Prospect Park. Despite
brave fighling, the Americans
lost 1,012 and the British 378,

Washington knew he had
Jost and it would be useless 1o
fight mose. On the stormy aight
of Aupust 29-30 the Americans
managed 10 escape from Long
Island.
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if you go 10 Prospect Park

now you don’t see anylhing that

reminds you of one of the most

historic things in the history of
New York.

Scott Kaplan

Class 6-5 PSI04

Lremember jt well
Before I get into details. let
me introduce myself. [ really
don't have 2 name but you can

calt me Memory if you like 1
am very old, and | exist although
I can'l be seen. I am strolling in
Prospect Park, thinking how
peaceful it is. But it wasnl
always this calm. 1 rcmcmbcrla :
time when troops flooded this
place and nothing was at rest.
The day was August 27.
1776. The English were trying
10 capture New Yark City as 2
British fort. Here in Brooklyn.
Lord Howe and his men were
fighting 2 winning battle against
the calonists. By the noon ofth_c
day, the colanists had been dn-
ven back (o Brooklyn lincs, hav-

“ing lost 1,200 prisoners, 400 sol-
‘diers, and 30 guns. The British
had won the Battle of Long
Island. All of this is & very vivid
memory to me. In fact, thinking
back I can still hear the drums
and fifes and I see and hear the
guns. [ hear the loyal eries of the
outnumbered patriots.
In the twentieth century as [
£0 leisurely through the park, I
see children playing and
grownups chatting among them-
selves. Perhaps they doa’t know
they're on battle grounds.
Maybe this battle will be our lit-
tle secret forever.
Emily Vickery
Class 6-5 PS104
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People, Places and Things:
Then 1776, Now 1976, and
The Future Too

You know America is the best.
You know il from North, South,
East and West.

The people bave been famous
here.

The places too, far and near.
The Statue of Liberty is quite a
sizghl.

So people come 10 see it day and |

night.
From then (1776} till now we've
been the besi.
We wont give up, nol yet.
America is 200 years old now.
So all us proud people take o
bow,
Then everyone cn our earth,
Will know about our country's
binh.
Trudy Brauham
Class 5-328 P200

In 1776
People's feelings were mixed.
Freedom meant a fight.
to the end with all cur might.
We won and so today
We are free in almost every way.
Michael Alan Molinari
Class 1-211  P179

Brooklyn - Transportati
Then and Now

In 1776 the horse was the
main source of I[ransportaticn.
Ships sailed the harbor, but they
were nothing like the ships we
see today. It wasin 1831 that the
rails were laid for New York's
first street railway. It consisted
of coaches pulled by horses. In
Winter sleighs were used. then
came an exciting day when
engines replaced the horses to
pull the coaches. 1'm sure they
had no idea back then what an
important role railways would
play in making New York the
important center it is today. Did
you know that the first elevator
was built in §852 and was called
a vertical screw railway? The
Brooklyn Bridge was finished in
1883 with a railway running
across it. In the late 1800°s tug-
boats, barges, and ferryboats
madz the hacbor a busy place.

The early 1900's, horses had
nearly disappeared. Cars, buses
and trucks scurried about.
Tunsniels were being constructed.
Then a young man named
Lindburgh flew the Atlantic in a
plane - airports sprung Up.

Today the New York harbor
buzzes with excitement. Cur
tunnels and bridges keep indus-
try booming. Air travel is swift,
profitable for industry, and
picasant for travel. We the
young people of roday will soon
grow to be old New Yorkers. We
will make the new New York of
LOMOITOW.

Thomas McKenzie, 5-423

HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride aad history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this communily by submitting
your own memories, photos and
other memorabilia. You can
help alse by becoming a member
of the Boro Park Historical
Saciety - only $5 per year (33
retired or student) $10 - for
business or arganization, or by
making a contribution. Send
materials to B.P.H.S., 4707 [3th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 15219,
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&?LO_L_EEOII Mayer
1945.04

We recently received a
copy of the Brooklyn College
Magazine, Spring 4 edition. It
included an Obituary of the
late Prof. Egon Mayer (RIP).

Prof. Mayer was the
author of the book From

‘Suburb to shte w.
Dore Park, 1979, among his
other credits.

We have wrilten about
him and included several
cxcerpts from his book several
times in past years. Several
chapters included in this book
are, 1) The Deciine and
Resurgence of Jewish
Traditionalism; Z) A Social
History of the Jews of Boro
'Park; 3) Demographic
Characteristics of the Jews of
Boro Park.

After his escape  from
Europe, during the Hungarian
Revolution, and immigration
to the US in 1956, Dr, Mayer
and his tamily lived in Boro
Park. e and his younger
brother George were
outstanding  students  of

* Kameaitzer Mesivia High

._ol' the

School then tocated at 960 49
St., where this columnist then
served as principal of secular
studics. After publication of
his book Dr. mayer sent me a
copy with the following
inscription, “To Mr. Kipust
with affection and gratitude.
Egon 6/12/80”.

The book and the fond
memories of Egon will long be
cherished by this columnist.

The following is a reprint
Obituary  which

in the Brookly:
| e Megasoe

Egon Mayer, 67

On Jenuary 30, 2004,
Brooklyn Coltege lost one of its
aost renownaced scholars aid
beloved priivssars.  Egon
Mayer, the chairp. rson of 4
Suciology Department, died at
his home in Laurel [ollow, NY
of cancer of the gall bladder,
He was 59,

For more than a quarter
of a century, Mayer examined
some of the most heated
subjects in modern Jewish life.
Concentrating on the religious
habits of Jews, his research
examined everything from
how many were lighting
candies on Friday night 1o the
difficult subject on interfaith
marriage. Mayer, who
combined an  old-world
bonhomie with steely
dedication to his profession,
tackled his subject head on
and was revered for his
scholarship, fairness, and
compassion.

Born in Switzerland and
raised in Budapest, Mayer
Immigrated with his family to
the United Statyg wuilig the
» Mugarian Revolution ol 193¢,
He rece: cd his BA from
Braoklyn Colege in 1967, his
MA from the New School for
Socia) Rescarch a 1970, and
his PhD. from Rutgers’
University in 1975, On the
faculty since 1970, Mayer
becaine chairperson of the
depistment in 2002, He is
sucvived by his wile, Marcia
Krainer Mayer; his daughter,
Daphne; two stepdaughters,
Rena Fox and Daniel)
Kramer; his mother, Hedy

Mayer; and his brother,
- Georee.
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Excerots

The following are a few
excerpts from the book From
Suburb to Shtetl that have not
appeared in this column
before. They are from chapter
two entitled “A Social History
of 1the Jews in Boro Park”.

interested yeaders may.obtain
a copy of the book from ithe
local library.

“In this chapter we shall
trace the evolution of the Boro
Park fewish community, Our
obue - iere is to inform as
well as i convince, We shall
try {0 bring to life ihe process
through which this unusus!
con.munity has developed. At
the :ame time we shall try to
mak : nlatsible the direction of
deyelopmer suggested Dy vur
titte,

“Bero fark_belore Jewish
Settlem et

“tn  hes history of
Brooklyn, Henry Stiles offers
the foliowing account of the
origins of the territory known
today as Soro Pack (Map 1):
“On the 10th of September,
1645, a tract of land on the bay
of the North River between
Coney Island and Gowsanus,
and forming the present town
of New Utrecht, was purchased
from its native inhabitants for
the West India Company,” The
local Indians - the Canarsee -
gained from this transaction
“a quantity of shirts, shoes,
stockings, knives, scissors, and
combs.” The town of New
Utrecht itself was established
by one Cornelius wan
Werckhoven, a member of the
Dutch West India Company,
on .the basis of a petition
granted .by Governor Peter
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Stuyvesant in August of 1657.
Available records indicate that
the territory of New Utrecht
was divided into twenty plots,
fifty oacres cach, and
apportioned among mnincteen
familics of Dutch colonists.
One of the plots, the fwenticth,
was reserved for the poor
Althouph initially a sparsely
settied agricoltural icrritory,
the arca acquired more
population and prestige in
subsequent ¢cnturics. At the
beginning of the twentieth
century, residents reported
that it was “one of the mosi
beavtiful residentiab
communitics in  America.’
They also boasted of suome
historic notables.”

“General Robert E. Lec
planted 3 trce near St. Johns
Episcopal Church when he
was vestryman of ibe church
from 1842 1o 1844, In this same
church General Thomas K.
(Stoncwall)  Jacksen  was
baptized. Lee and  Jackson
were bolh siationed for a time
at Fort Hamilton.”

“The arca appears (0 have
included among its vesidents
same of Amecrica’s first and
maost respectable setthers. Jews
came considerably later.”

“Another contemnporoary
observer reports that ‘Boro
Park, newest of three
communitics in  the New
ulcecht area, is largely the
product of the real estate boom
of the 20s.” Another account in
the Brooklyn Esgle (ills in
some of 1he details.

“About the tura of the
ccntury trolleys were running
on New Utrecht Avenuc from

39 st 1o Bath Beach..
McDougall's farm iwith the’

mansion and the windmill was
on the hill west of the West

Brooklyn Statian 44th Street,

and New Utrecht Avenue, ond
the Blythbourne station was ot
55th St and New Utrecht Ave.

The space belieen (he Wst
Grooklyn and Blythbourne
stations and belween New
Utrecht, Ave and 15th Ave
became known as Borough
park, The cx-State Seaalor,
William H. Reynolds, 2 real
estate man devcloped Borough
Park in collaboration with
Cdward Johnson, 2 builder”.

“By coincidence, the name
Boraugh Park™ surfaces in
populor usage and newspaper
arficles at abaut the same lime
Jews began to sctile there.
Pechaps for this reason Boro
Park has always been
considercd, at east by Jews, as
a Jowish neighborhoad.”

Jlews gnd Suburbapization

The socialist_Jewish
novelist Michacl Gold recounts
his visit to the area in the
twentics:

One Sunday we travelled .

to Borough Park lo see the
house and lot Zechariah was
persuading my father to buy...
The suburb was a place of
half-finished houses and piles
of lumber and brick. Paved
strecis ran [n rows between
-empty fields where only the
weeds ratiled. Reol cstate signs
were stuck cverywhere. In the
inidst of somie rusi cans ond
muck would be a sigu, “Why
Pay Ren(? Build Your House in
God’s Couniry." We came at
last to Zecharin's. It was o
Iarge green house bulging with
bay windows and pretentious
cupolas, As we entered, there
whined com within a petulant
fomale voice, “Have they
wiped their feet, Zechariah?™
Mrs. Cahen, o fat, middle aged
womun, lay on a sofo, She
glitiered like an jce cream
porlor.. her bleached yellow
hair blozed with diamond
combs and rested on a plilow
of green velvet. She ware a
purple silk waist, hung with
yards of tapestry oand lace,
Diamonds shone from her
enrs; diamond tings sparkled
fcom every finger. She looked
like some vulgar, pretentious
prostitute, but was oaly the
typical wile of a Jewish
S NS
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Ln a subscquent passage of
Jews Without Money we find
the ficiional Zechariah urging
the authors father (o stake bis
claim to a piece of Boro Park
real estate:

Look, Hermoan, it's the
best piece of property in
Brooklyn! In five years it will
be worth double the price! Itis
becanse you are my foreman,
and | want to make »
“mensch” out of you that | am
giving you this chance. AN the
refined businessmen  are
moving here?

“Zechariah was, of course,
correct. A great many of the

ful busi did
move to Boro Park. By £930iis
Jewish  papulation was
approximately 60,000,
consisting 2 little over S0
percent of the neighborhood.
The ather hall was made up of
Irish at one end and [talians at
the other. More importoni
than the “Jewish density” of
the arca. however, was [ts
culteral ambiance. DBoth
Jewish and other ethnic
residents of the ares were on
the heginning runs of the
Americana ladder of success.
COnsequently, their homes,
their lawns, their synagogucs
ane their olher public
instilutions tended to
symbolize  their material
achiecvements. Yiddush was
falling into disuse, the
synagogues took on the
architeciure ond decarous
atmosphere associoted with
places of Christian worship,
and Jewish education was
relegated (o an “after school
affair” for most of the Jewish
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' children in the area. The.

majority of the homes were'
single, or at most, two family
dwellings. surrounded by
gencrous gardens. The public
buildings that dotied the
community landscape, suct as
Temples Emanuel-El and Beth
-Et, the Sephardic
congregation, and the YMIA,
were imposing and expensive
siructures. One of the First
boys yeshivos {all day tcbrew
schools), Etz Chaim, founded
in 1917 and clnsed in 1579, wo..
a converted counds club in the
heart of the community, on
Thirtcen Avenuve. While all
tiwse inslitulions proclaimed
the traditional Jewish loyalties
of the Boro Parkers, ihey
proclaimed with, cqual vigor
the pride 1he yesidents fell in
theie “Americanness,” their
financial success, and their
gencral modernness,™

Braaklyn on ‘lour
In my (iles of Boro Park

came across o map contitled
“Brooklyn on Tour™, described
and subtitled as *“The all in one
map and guide o Amcricas
favorile hometown... 10 scif -
pnided walking and driving

tours plus lhistory, facts,
festivals, shops and
restaurants.”

The map was published as
a public scrvice by the Office
of Brookiyo Borough
President Howard Golden in
Coopersiown with the Fund
for the Borough of Brooklyn,
Inc. It was copyrighted in 1984
by the Fund for the Borough of
Brooklyn Inc.

Of interes( is the fact that
Boro Park was listed as one of
the tours; was clearly
displayed on the large map;
ond described as “Sunday
Shopping”. 1t may also be of
interest 0 our readers to note
some of the changes that have
taken place, primarily. in the
stores, during the past 20
years. The following is the
description of Boro Park
included on the tour maps.

“In recenl years, {he
Orthodox and the MHasidic
Jews, the most visible
population groups in Boro
Park, have turned 13th Ave
into a bargain-hunting district
{closcd Saturday) that rivals
the lowcer east side. 13th ave.,
especially on Sunday, is full of
fomilies from cvery
neighborhood who come here
for the high quality electronics,
clothing, luggage, housewares
and Jewish religious items at
near wholesale prices, There
are scveral banks on 13th Ave,
that have Sunday hours just
like the shops.... Looking for
cameras, compulers or sterca
systems? Focus Elecironics
might be your first stop.. For
designer clothes, 8 & W is well
known for carrying such labels
as Christian Dior, Yves St.

Laurent and Cazlvin Kiecin.

SEPTEMBER 2004

Men “Tooking ““Tor-"Suits by
Halston, Pierre Cardin, etc.
might try Mandels next door.
Wonderland is noted for ils
selection of children's wear.
Mitdreds is a favorite for
linens. And right before Jewish
Holidays, as well as other
times, shoppers flock to G &
Sons for special Purim,
Passover and other religious
household goods.

You don’t have to visil
Boro Park on Sunday to sense
its unigue character. The large
aumber of Hasidism  here
originate from the smail East.
European villages (shietls) and
the men still wear (he long
black coats and round fur hats
that have been a tradition for
200 years. nearly every block
has a Jewish religious school
or house of worship. The huge,
former Menora Catering Hall .
of 14 ave., which once
belonged to the Masons, is now
the Bobover School for Girls.
the Mercas tashmishei Stam
on I16th ave, employs several
scribes who prepare lhand
wrilten religious and persona)
articles. Still another special
place is the Jewish Youth
Library on S1st st. with books
in  English, Hebrew and
Yiddush on Jewish themes.

There are separale hours fo:
boys and girls and it is open t~
visitors,
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Hungry? You cap [Iind
Hungarian, Middle Eastvrn
and Chinese food, pizza and
deticatessen speciatiicssn 13th
ave, all of them Kospig”

*“Can-Taam Kcshgr
Chinese Restaurant, 557
13th Ave.

*Grand Sterling, «921
131h Ave., cvery object made
in precious meltal.

*Kosher Pizza, 4810 13th
Ave,

*Mandels, 4215 13th Ave.,
fine men’s clothing 435-6695.

*Nu-Mode Fashion, 5215
131h Ave,, discount designer
clathes.

S & W Clothing, 4217
13th Ave,, wanien's designer
clothing. 438-2679.

*Wonderlund Children’s
Wear, 5309 13th Ave., 435-
4040."

*Focus Eleetronic, 4523
13th Ave §71-7600.

Largest Tree in Boro

Park
In our column of Dec ‘03
we wrote pbout 2 trec

reported to us by Mr {srael
Bader which may be the
largest and oldest tree in Boro
Park. The tree is located in
back of the house at 1673 42nd
St. At a height of 32 inches
from the floor the girth or
circumference of the trec
measured 14 feet. At a height
of 77 inches from the foor the
girth measured 16 fect, 2
inches. At this point some of
the branches begin to bulge
'out.

Mr. Bader was kind
cnough to take photos of the
trer and submit them (o us, 2
copy of which is shown below.

¢4
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HELP PRESERVE
THE HISTORY OF

BORO PARK

You can help presceve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help ia the wesearch,
preservation and pramotion of
this community by submiting
your own memarics, photos and
other memorabilia. You can
help also by becoming a member
of the Born Park Historical
Socicty - only $5 per year (53
rclived or student} $t0 - for
business or organization, or by
making 2 contribution. Secad
malerials to B.P.H.S., 4707 [3th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

The following interesting
and well researched article,
about the early history of
KOSHER supervision in Boro
Park, was written and submitted
by B.M. Selevan, an officer of
the Boro Park Historical Society.

The Vaad HaKashrus
of Borough Park and
Rabbi M.J. Peikes

An interesting chapter in
Borough Park history can be
written  about the Vaad
Hakashrus (kosher certification
board) of Borough Park, which
came into being over cighty
years ago. Over the years [ have
come across and gathered bits
and pieces of information about
it, which have enabled me to
piece together a picture of it and
it's history, which | can now
share with the readers of this
column.

It was the early 1920%.
Borough Park was grawing by
leaps and bounds. The
population had surged after the
West End (now the D rain)
clevated train line was opened,
providing quick service 1o
Manhattan, in 1916, and after
restrictions were eased allowing
the building of many apariment
houses. Many of the newcomers
were Jews, and Borough Park
became one of New York's
foremost Jewish communities.
Reliable sources of kosher food
were necessary for such a -
population. '

In  early 1922 an
announcement appeared in a
Yiddish newspaper (Yiddishes

It went on 10 say that ‘after much
effort we have succeeded in

establishing a vand'
hakashrus of Borough Park. The -
following Rabbis were elected
for this purpose - Rav A.
Hershowitz (I believe he was
Rav of Cong. Temple Beth-Ef at
that time), Rav. A. Gordon, Rav
S.M. Shapiro, Rav Y. Sommer,
Rav E.M. Finkelstein (affiliated
with First Congregation Aashe
Sfard I betieve), and Ray M.J.
Peikes (affiliated with Cong.
Shomrei Emunah), chosen for
head of the vaad.

These worthy Rabbis will,
from today on, stand guard over
all matters of kashrus and alt
matters of the (Jewish) faith in
Borough Park,

In the name of the United
Caongrepations of Borough Park,

(signed) George R. Rubin,
1627-53¢d street, Brooklyn, NY.

Later that month, a small
notice appeared in another :
Yiddish newspaper (Der Morgen
Zhurnal, Jaouary 27, 1922,
p-13), announcing 1o the

. butchers of Borough Park that

those that think they can meet
the standards of the Vaad should
g0 o il's office locaied ur
Congregation Shomrei Emunah
where a committee of rabbis
would sit, signed by Rabbi M.J.
Peikes, chairman.

An adicle a number of
months  later (Der Morgen
Zhurnat, October 22, 1922, p.9)
shed additional light on the new
organization. The article ctaleg
that the genesis of the Vaad was
in the Shomrei Emunah

- congregation, which, despiie

being smaller than other local
gregations,  has  greay
plishments 0 it"s credir.

When it's members saw thal
there was a situation of hefkeirus
(lawlessness, lack of sufficient
control) with regard to Jocal
kashrus, they (specifically
mentioned ace members Mas!’s-
Roth, Weinstein, Harrss,
Hochstein and Bennett)
organized a vaad hakashsus.
Later on other local
congregations  joined in the
effort and the vaad was
strengthened. A committee of -
Radbbis was appointed under |
Rabbi M.J. Peikes. The vaad had
five  mashgichim  (kosher
supervisors) keeping walch over
buichers, delicatessens, chicken
markets, shochatim, wurst stores
and the like. Kosher signs were
issued by the vaad which were
changed monthly, each time 102
different color. There was no !
charge  for the signs. If
something out of order was
found, the signs were taken
away by the Vaad.

The Rabbis also decided
she’eilos (questions of Jewish
law) and din Torahs (offered a
Jewish court service to judge
various cases} as well as
collected charity and
accomplished much. It was held
up as a model for others who
wanted o form such an
organization and was praised by
great Rabbis. The cost of such an
endeavor was said to be $10,000
annually, of which $1500 was
donated by Cong. Shomrei
Emunah, $1000 by Cong. Anshe
Sfard, with other Congregations
and individuals donating [esser
amounts o rcach a total of
$6000 income. The hope was
expressed that people would
pitch in for the remaining $4000
needed. The officers of the Vaud
were Louis Hochstein, chairman
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+ Mr. Enkin, V.P. : Mr. Mammow,
treasurer ; Counsclor {(G.R.))
Rubin from Cong. Sons of
Judah, ircasurcr. While the

aforementioned sums don’t seem

“100 large in our present day

context, at that time lhey were
the equivalent of much larger
wny today.

Presumably, thereafles it !
was seen that there was a need *
fur additionat fundeaising. so
shoitly sfierward. «n Febroary
1923, an article in Der Morgen
Zhurnal (February 18 of
thercabouls) appeared with some
acw information. Tt lold about
the organization, stating Wbat the
growth of the local lewish
population made such an
organization particulacdy
necessary. Whereas in past ycars |
the smalier popuiation was|
served by kosher buichers and
the like who they kuew
pecsonally and relied on, the
incccase  in  the  populalion
brought many ncw vendors
offering such products, who
wece not known 1o the locals,
necessitating  the Rabbinical
supervision of the vaad. Local
congregations had increased
their contributions for il. Cong.
Shomrei Emunab  was now
contcibuting  $2000 annually,
Cong. Anshe Sfard $1500,
Temple Beth Et (prior to the
official grand opening of their
new Shut at 151h Avenue and
481h strect) $1000, Machzike
Talmud Turah Shul $500, Bnci
Yehvdah Talmud Torah {also
prioc to 1he official dedication of
it's Shul) and Cong. Anshe
Lubavitch $300 annually, adding
up v 2 tal of $4600. A number
of | private individuals
contributed as well.

To raise more funds, the
chief activists for the vaad
amanged a gala cantonial concert

OCT. -

as a fundraiser. Keep in mind
that that period was pact of “the
golden age of Chazonws
{cantorial religious music)” and
that certain other modern types
of entertainment and leisore
aclivities {(such as  radio,
clevision, movies and jets €
warmer climes) were ¢ither non-
cxistent then or in their infancy.
Congregation  Anshe Sfard
offered use of it's Shul free of
charge for the cause, and it's
choir dircctor, Mr. Liov, also
enlisted 1o help wilh (he cffort.
‘[he melech hachazonim (king of
the cantors) Chazaa Reb Yossele
Hosenblatt and the [famous

NOV.

Chazan and menagen Chaim |

Shulsinger of Congregation
Shomrei Emunah were {calured
performers,  who gencrously
donated theis services for the
great cause. The concerl was
Tucsday evening February 20,
1923.

While [ don't have detailed
infarmation aboat the resulls of
the concent before me, | think i
can safely be assumed that it was
a rousing success. [n subsequen!
years the Vaad arranged
additional similar concerts. 1t
scems that Ihey were perhaps
annual evenis. [ have copies of

advertisemenss dor swcho evens
in 1926 and 1928 as well. The
1926 one {Yiddishes Tageblan,
January LS, 1926, p.10-11} was
also a1 Cong. Anshe Slard and |
fcatuced four chazonim and a'
choir, including famed Chazan
Mordcchai Hershman, In 1928
there seems lo have been a
significant stepping-up of the
campaign, as reflecied in 4 large
and fiery advertisement (Morgen
Zharnal, March 25, 1928, p.[4)
calling on the local Jews to Tise
up and supporl the vaad in it’s
batile on behalf of kosher food
variQus

and against
who

unscrupulous  vendors
would feed the local Jews non-
kosher food. it scems Lhat the

L Vaad encoupiered FESiSLanCE Ul

231

2004

times from the merchants it
waiched over (se¢ €.g. account in
Morgen Zhurnal, March
15,1929, p-13, for onc example}.
A huge royal concert was
advertised with the King of
cantors, Chazan Yossele
Rosenblair, to take place in the
large Elton theater at New
Utrecht Avenue and 43rd strect
on Monday cvening April 9,
1928 (chol hamoed Pesach) at
8pm. Also fcatured along with

him were his son Heuory
Rosenblatr, Chazan Shmuck
Molovsky of Cong. Bnci
Yechudsh, young  violimist
Sammy Kramer, young
wunderkind pianist gight year
old Jakilla Segal. 10 be

accompimnicd by Abic Elsicin on
the piano. Tickcts were $1 and
$2 and available at the oftice of

the vaad at Congregation
Shomwei Emunah and ac Cong.
Anshe Sfard-

On March 15, 1929, Rabbi
M.). (Meir Ychoshua} Peikes,
leading Rabbinical figure of the
Vaad, passed away. Presumably
she Vaad continued to function
afterward, though for how long
and on what scale { do not know.
[t seems that Rabbi Peikes was
quile an activist Rabbi. He has
been wentioned in this column
in the past, but { would like to
say some motc words aboul him
here at this time.

Rabbi Peikes was bom in
Europe and came (o the USA in
the 1800's. He served as Rabbi
of Congregation Kehillath
Jeshurun on the upper cast side
of Manhattan (which is still in
existence today under Rabbi
Lowksicin) from 1885 to 1903, at
which time he was replaced with
an English speaking spiritual
leader  {evideatly he was
basically a Yiddish speakes). For
a whilc afterward. evidently. he
was involved in the jewclry
business with 3 son,
manufacturing gold chains. Ap
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interesting advertiscment of his
business in a Yiddish newspaper.
a copy of which is in my
posession, stresses their integrity
and how their 14 karar chains
and bracelels could be relied
upon to be as they are labelled
(Yiddishes Tageblan, Sept. 18,
i910, p.8. for example). The

Dusiness was located un e

lower cast side of Manhattan. [

don't have exact information.

but { would guess that Rabbi

Peikes moved to Borough Park

around the teen years of ¢the last

century. In the §920's, when

Borough Park was undcrgoing

rapid growth, he was oftern

mentiancd in ncwspaper

accounts relating 10 Jewish

institutions there. He had a

strong connection -with

Congregation Shomrei Emunah.

It scems that he served there in a

Rabbinical capacity {for an

account of interesting episode

involving him there, see “A

modern heretic and a traditional

community Mosdecai M.

Kaplan, Orihodoxy, and

American Judaism™, by Jeffrey

8. Gurock and Jacob ). Schacter,

Columbia University Press).

However, his activities

encompassed the whole
community and were not limited

10 just that congregation. Thus,

when he passed away, thousands

attended his funcral, which

stopped at various Borough Park
Shuls and was described in a
Yiddish ncwspaper as the largest
funeral Borough Park had ever
seen.

—

As mentioned belore, it
scems that he was quite an active
man who led a muliifaceted life.
In addition to regufar Rabibinical
activities, hc was active in the
Vaad Hakashrus, charitable
activities and commerce.

I have sume early photos o
him from when he was serving,

as Rabbi in Manhattan, but not

later ones from the Borowys
Pack period. Perhaps vne day
same such pictures will come 1
light. Just recently iwo of the
Rabbi's davghiers, who lived in
Burough Park for many ycars,
passed away. It is questionable if
there is anyone around who still
rentembers bim to ikl us in about
his interesting life.

Hopefully the asbove will
give people a betier piclure of
and appreciation for the early
days of Borough Park, when
Octhodox Judaism had 1o fight
difficolt baules at times. The
Jewish community of Borough
Park was not built in one day and
it therefore behooves us 1o be
grateful for the pioncers who
laid the foundation for it's fater
rcma;kable growth.

" In our past two columns we
had phatos and sume discussion
about trees in Roro Park. The
following submiited
includes some history or and
advige about care of trees in
Botoa Park.

Street Trees -
To Do And Not To Do
by Mr. Etz

Recently many new (rees

have been planied in Dorough l
Park and around the city. A lacal '

ity councilman  hax  beea
promuting tree planting in his
newsletlers, 1outing  preat
benefits it could bring.

OCT.

article *

NOV.
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ML 1D LRSI, ooy,
is a realization that thesc trees
(especially young ones) do not
grow up all by themselves, need
follow up care and cannot
wicrale abuse indefinitely. The
NYC DPR (Dcpariment of
Parks), which has jurisdiction
aver all street trees (ncluding
those planted by privale parties
ar their own expense) has_a
limited budget and only pravides
minimal and oceasional care.
Many years can piss before they
attend to trees with non-
cmergency problems. Without
help from ordinary citizens. trees
can have a tough time surviving
in the rough urban environment
around us.

in that vein, T would like
offer a aurmber of tips for those
interested in helping the trees.

DO NOT cement around 2
tree right up to the trunk. It can
kill the tree, by blocking
necessary water and air from the
roots (for an illusteation of this,
sec a London Plane tree in front
of the Bobov Cong. at around
1533-481h street).

DO NOT cement parts of
the tree pit unnecessarily, even if
not all the way up o the trunk.
Generally, the bigger the tree pit
ss. the belier for the tece, The
smaller it is, the less walter and
air for the 1ree, gencrally
speaking.

-~
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DO NOT block the tree pit
from rainwater in various ways.
This is a growing problem in the
aiea, People are putting blocks
oy Amhcr various (e.g. plastic)
s0lid enclosures around tree pits.
While they mean well, this is
usually bad for the tree, as it
b]ocks rainwater running off the
$|‘dcwallc from cntering the trec
pit and can create semi-drought
conditions for the tree. If an
enclosure must be made, make
certain that «t contains holes at
ground level to atlow rainwaler
10 enter {beware however, salt in
the winter and other injurious
pollutanis entering he pil) or
that it is a fence that is not 4 sofid
watl around the pit.

DO NOT puck 1he soil in
the trec pit down too hard. The
lree likes a looser soil which can
casily absorb water and oxygen,

DO NOT add soil (o the pil
and raise il's level. This hurts the
roots and possibly the wrunk as
well.

DO NOT prunc a tree if you
are not certified 1o do so. You
!:ou!d cause significant injury to
it if you don’t know what you
are doing. Also, it's illegal to do
S0.

DU water the e wikh
there is no rain for a while,
cspecially. if the trec is young
and not established. A decep
watering should be given rather
than bricf sprinkling on the
surface.

If you have problems,
contact a tree professional, the
Depariment of Parks or an
organization like Trees NY
(www.lrecsny.com).

On 2 historical note, [ will
state that the types of sueet trees
in Borough Park have changed
alot in recent years. In the not
100 distant past the tees werc
mostly Norway Maple and
London Plane trees. Now those
two species are rarely planted.
Instead. there is a greater varicty
of trees, such as flowering pears,
various types of oaks (¢.g. pin
oak, shingle oak, red oak, etc.),
honeylocust, hombeam, ginkgos
(to scc female ginkgos bearing
fruit, lake a walk 1o 53rd street
between 19th and 20th avenues),
chokecherries, dawn redwood
and other types of maples. Maay
of the old Nornway (and silver)
maples have beca cut down,
though many London plane trees
survive.

[f you have questions or
comments you can write to Mr.
Etz clo the Boro Park

_ Community News.
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HELP PRESERVE
. THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK

You can help preserve the
pride and history of Boro Park.

You can help in the research,
preservation and promotion of
this community by submitting
your own memories, photos and
other memorabilia.  You can
help also by becoming a member
of thc Boro Park Historical
Society - only $5 per year (33
retired or siudenl} $10 - for
business or organization, or by
making a contribution. Send
materials 10 B.P.H.S., 4707 13th
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 14219,
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Agudah Israel of 18th Avenue
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Armerica

American Flags

American Legion

American Revolutionary War
American Revolution Heritage Trail
American Theatre

Amnabaptist

Armual Meeting

A.QJT.

Apartment Houses
Aquutania, Cunard Liner
Archeological Survey

Ammon Terrace

Aronowitz Grocery
Ascension Lutheran Church
Ateres Chaya Hall

Atanta, GA

Austria

Axelrod, Rabbi Lazarus
Avenue Plaza Hotel

“B”Tlain

Bachman’s Dept. Store
Bader, Israel

Baim and Blank

Bais Yaacov H.S.

:

95

132

91

98

99

99, 107, 154
99,107, 145
99

68, 91, 98, 199
186

71

14

144

181

41, 158, 159, 201
140

37

121, 163, 164, 167
122, 144, 163
155

89

26, 54, 103, 108, 123, 133, 163, 186
99,178
21,172,230

1

163, 167

38, 55, 106

56

128

145

25

41, 102

97

104, 200

26,27, 141
85
221,229
21,22, 65
21

234



Bankoff, Prof. H. Arthur
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Ocean Parkway
Offenbacher, Dr. Richard
Offenbacher, Louise

Ohel Children’s Home
0ld Boro Park Photos

Old New Utrecht Road
0ld Stone House

“0Old Timers”
OlympiaA.C.

One Way Street
O’Netill, Rev. John J.
Open-Air Movies
Orchard Street
Orthodox

Orthodox Shules
Oskosciewicz, Ken
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“Our Brooklyn™
“Our Shul” (Photo)
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Paler, Rabbi Binyamin
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Palisi, Dr. Joseph
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Parker, Dorothy

Park House Hotel
Park Mansion
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Park Surgical Co.
Parks Dept.

Pames, Esther
Pames, Rabbi Yosef Y.
Parry, Dr. William J.
Passover Holiday
Pataki, Gov. George
Peariman, Barbara
Peddler
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Peikes, Rabbi M.J.
Penner, Hona

Penner, Yanka
Pershing Jr. H.S.
Philadelphia

Photo Archives
Photo Exhibit

Piano Player

Pierce, Jan

Pierson, John T.
Pincus, Eileen
Pinksy, Rabbi Meyer
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Roth, Abraham

Royal Navy

Rubin, Harris

Rubinstein & Klein, furniture
Russia

Rutgers University

RX Unlimited

Ryan, Leo B.

8

Sabbath
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Temple Arms
Temple Beth-£l

Temple Emanuei
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Van Pelt Manor
Variety Comer
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Victorian House
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Vietnam War
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Vitascope Projector
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War of Independence
Washington Cemetery
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Westinghouse H.S.
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WMCA-Radio
Wohlberg, Rabbi Harry 1.
Woliman, Manny & Elaine
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Wolf's Grocery

Women’s League
Wonder Store

Woodhall, Gen. Nathanicl
Woods, Granville
Woolworth’s

World Series

World Telegram & Sun
World War I

World War 11

World Trade Center
World Zionist Org.
Wyckoff-Benneit House
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Yale University

Yampolski, Pearl

Yankee Stadium

Yarmulka

Yarmush, Rabbi Yitzchok
Yarolslawitz, Marcus
Yarolslawitz, Sabena
Yavne Rabbinical Seminary
Yemenite Jews

Yemenite Synagogue
Yeshiva Bais Hillel

Yeshiva Bais Yitzchok Squere
Yeshiva Be’er Shmuel
Yeshiva Etz Chaim

Yeshiva of Eastern Parkway
Yeshiva Ger

Yeshiva Karlin Stolin
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Yeshiva Torah Vadaath
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Yeshiva Toras Emes

Yeshiva University
Yeshiva Zichron Meilech
Yiddish

Yiddish Press

Y.1.V.O. Archives
YM.-YM.HA.
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Yom Kippur

Young Folks League
Young Israel-Beth El
Young Israzl of B.P.
Young Professionals
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Zahler, Harry

Zamiler Project
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Zilbert, Prof. Zavel
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Zittell, Arthur & Anna
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Zumoff, Dr. Bamnett
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