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PREFACE .

America came of age, with the Bicentennial celebration of the Declaration
of Independence in 1976. The nationwide celebrations were influential in giving
history a new and more important significance in the American mind.

At about this time, Dr. Philip J. Kipust, a well respected teacher, guidance
counselor and principal in yeshiva education, was asked by Jacque Friedman, editor
and publisher of the Boro Park Community News, to write a continuing colum for
the newspaper.

S
In keeping with the mood of the country and the great deal of interest shown
by the readers in historical information, the colum was soon renamed,"I Remember
Boro Park" and dealt mainly with local historical topics.

a direct result of the interest shown in this colum would soon lead to the
formation of the Boro Park Historical Society,. with Jacque Friedman and Dr. Philip
J. Kipust as its co-founders.

The purposes of the Historical Society was to gather, preserve and publicize
the history of the area and to instill pride in the local cawnunity by this
knowledge.

The letters, received by the columist, research articles written by officers
of the Society and other material soon created a wealth of historical knowledge
that documented the interesting, but little known history of Boro Park.

A newspaper colum, although very interesting to read, is not a very good
historical research tool, since the copies of the newspaper get scattered and
are soon lost.

To correct this problem, the column was cut out of the paper, photo-copied
and bound into one volume covering the years :1976 to 1987. Copies of the bound
volume were placed in various local libraries and sold to interested individuals.
The library copies became a source of local history information to students and
researchers.

By 1996 sufficient colums had been published in the newspaper between the
vears 1988 and 1995 to warrant_the publication of Volume II, of the " I Rememhar

Boro Park! column.

For technical reasons, no attempt has been made to correct various errors
that have cropped up in the colum. The column is published exactly as it appeared
in the Boro Park Community News.

A Table of Contents and Index have been provided for each volume for the
convenience of the readers. The column, of course, will continue to be published
in the Boro Park Community News.

Darioc S. Marotta
May 1996
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip 3. Kipust

We appreciate the letters and
stories submitted by readers
about their own memories and
histories of Lhe Community.
From the many positive com-
ments we receive we know that
the other readers appreciate
these item=s also.

LOPINTO MEMORIES

The following interesting let-
ter was sent by Marjorie LoPin-
to. We thank her for her impor.
tant contribution and wish her
well.

Dy. Philip J. Kipust

Re: “I Remember Boro Park™
c/0 Boro Park Community
News

By Marjorie R. LePinto
5211 Fort Hamilton Pkwy.
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219

Denr Dr. Kipust:

Some months ago. 1 was very
pleased to read the Bore Park
recollection by Arthur Spagna.
Mr. Spagna was, and as far as ]
am concerned, still is one of the.
most popular and respected at-
torneys in Boro Park.

My memories of Boro Park
begin after World War 11. T was
very young, but rememeber mov-
ing from New .lersey inio » 2nd
floor apartment at 5513 New
Utrecht Ave. The neighborbood
was a mixture of ltalians, Jews,
Irish and German. On the corner
ol 55th Street there was a super-
market owned by David and
Ethel Sieigman, my brother
Jobnny worked there delivering
orders and also as stockboy. This
is now children’s design a Young
Peoples Furn. Store. There was
a special atmosphere of joy in the
neighborhood at that time
because Lhe war had finally end-
ed and our armed forces assisted
by the Jews by the allies ended
Hitler's holocaust by liberating
the Jews from the concentration
camps.

In the following years, [ recal)
living at 130 Clara Street,
541-46th Street; on 39th Street
between 15th and 16th Avenues;
on 53rd Street across from the
monastary. | attended many
schools in Boro Park, but my
happiest memoriea of Boro park

were when ] lived on 46th Street.
I attended P.S. 220 Junior High
tPershing J H.S) There my
classmates were Jews, Italians,
Irish, German, Swede and
Norwegian. It was such a happy
time for us. [ was young, carefree
with so many friends, and net a
care in the worid. I cannot recall
any agression or anti-semitism
among usg or in our
neighborhood.

Boro Park was our playground
and Sunpet Park our summer
resort. During Passover holiday
my Jewish friends mothers
would give me macaroons and
other delicacies. Until today the
macaroon is still my favorite
cookie. And because i had 30

many Jewish mothers, I learned
many Jewish words and sayings,
I'don't know where they are now,
but I'm neighborhead and there
were many including the
cheaper priced theatres, the Ritz,
which is now Mets supermarket

on 8th Ave. off or 46th St. The
Normandy on 42nd St. and New
Utrecht Ave. it's really incredi-
ble because there wERE 5 movie
theatres right in the heart of
Boro Park - and now there are
none! And yes, there were Ice
Cream Parlors galere in Baro
Park. The days of youth and
glory are gone - uand every thing
else i3 too! Hey! ““What Happen-
ed to Boro Park!” - From what
I've seen happening here - It's ali
over but the memories - well at
least I have those wonderful
memories. To quote Barbara
Streisand'’s great song. “It's the
Laughter - I will Remember,
Whenever, I remember. The
Way We Were.”
{Continued on pg. 8)
{Contlnued from pg. 2)

Unfortunately, I am forced to
move from "My Boro Park of
Yesterday."” My apartment
house was purchased by Hasidic

Jews, and resold ta the Obel '
Society, csusing me to vacate. !
Tryiog to find an apartment in !

Boro Park now - is like looking

for a needle in the haystack. Sa
now, Goodybe Boro Park.

Sincerely,

Nargar and Rose LoPinto

BILL AND ESTHER BORD

(The following article was sub-
mitted by Lucille Posper,
member of the Boro Park
Historical Society Executive
Committee. We thank her for
this intereating contribution.)
ESTHER BORD

I wag one-year old when I mov-
ed to Boro Park from the Lower
East Side, together with my
parents, Minnie and Philip
Merkin, my brothers Seymour,
Hymie, and Joe, and my sister,
Charlotte. The year was 1906.

Our first address was 1252
39th Street, where the Jewish
section was then located, Italian
and Irish people also lived near
us. My father bought his house
and opened a fur shop an the se-
cond floor. My mother helped in

the business by sewing linings in .

fur coats.

A blacksmith shop was located
on 33th Street between 12th and
13th Avenues, but it soon went
out of existence since
automobiles were rapidly becom-
ing popular. A cleaning factary
ig on that site now.

‘When I was 12 years old my
Tather opened a fur store at 4406
13th Avenue: Philip Merkin,
Reliable Furrier. (He subse-
quently moved his busineas ta
4611 13th Avenue and remain-
ed there until he retired in 1950.)

At that time there were stores
on 13th Avenue in tiie area from
39th Street w 45th Street. The
reat of 13th Avenue consiated of
large houses, two to a block {i.e.,
two houses from 48th ta 49th
Streets), surrcunded by beautiful
grounds. These housea were |ater
torn down and storesg built an
their sites. .

In 1918, my parents baught a
house at 1338 47th Street, where
I still live today with my hus-
band and daughter, Marilyn.

My son, Mershall, attended
P.S. 164 and my daughter,
Marilyn, attended P.S. 103 and
Mantauk Jr. High School. From
1942 to 1947, 1 taught a clasa far
retarded children in P.S. 164 (my
ol¢ school).

1 first met my busband, Bill, in
1918 when [ was 13 years old. He
lived across the street (ram me.
1 liked him immediately but,
wise in feminine wiles, didn't let
him know. We became engaged
in August, 1828 and married in
December, 1928.
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OLYMPIA BORO PARK

ATHLETIC CLUB
(The following article waa writ-
ten and submitted by Dominic
Suplina, 8 member of the Boro
Park Historical Society Ex-
ecutive Committee. We thank
him for thie interesting
contribution.)

In 1925 a group of teenager 15
to 16 years old formed a basebal}
team. Moet of the individuala in-
volved lived on 49th and 60th S
t. between 11th Ave. and New
Utrecht Ave. and on 11th Ave.
between 4Bth and 650th St.

The original members were
Matty Lundberg, Harold
Christie, Hermsan Erlanger,
Mike Acerno, Larry Lundberg,
Bill Natalie, Vincent Fischelli,
Andy Belucci, Joe Matera and a
few othera whose names cannot
be recalled.

I REMEMBER BORO PARK. |

This team with sowe changes
took the name of “OLYMFPIA™
and in 1934 were incorporaled as
the “OLYMPIA B.P.AC."
{Olympia Boro Park Athletic
club)

The team eventually played in
the “INTER COMMUNITY
LEAGUE,” playing most of il's
games at Parade Grounds (Park

. Circle) and in 1929 won the Class
B chempionship and in 1830
took second place in it's divieion.

The members of the 1929 win-
ning team were Apdy Belucci,
Bi)l Natalie, Lou Sadalleh,
Larry Lundberg, Fred DeVito,
Vinny Fischelli, Matty Lund-
berg, Dominic Suplina, Joe Ad-
donizzo, Herman Erlanger,
Harold Christie, Joe Matera,
Fred Lisanti, Mike Acerno.

In 1930 the OLYMPIAS were
invited to play 8 game, against
the OLYMPICS of Flatbush, at

. the Yankee Stadium. This took
- place in the morning, prior to a

Yankee aftermoon game. The
OLYMPIAS of Boro Park won
the game 9-5. it wae the thrill of
a life time.

The team with numerous
changes played well into the
thirties.

In 1934, approximately the
Olympia Club was formed into a
Socisl Club. The club rooms were
situated above s store at 4910
New Utrecht Ave.

We hed many sociala and
“Barn Dances." We also ran An-
nual Dances, a1 Memorah Tem-
ple (14th Ave)) Bossert Hote) and
the St. George Hotel.

In the late thirties, due io mar-

-riages and members moving

away, the Club was disbanded.

At present to the best of my
knowledge, there are only two
members etill living in Boro
Park.

| Left to Right

Back Row: - Andy Belucéi, Willie Natalie, Lou Sadallah, Larry
Lundberg, Fred DeVito, Vinny Chriastie
Middle Row: - Vinny Fischelli, Matiy Lundberg, Dom Suplina,
Joe Addoulzrio, Hermean Erlanger
Front Row: - Harold Christie, Joe Matera, Jae Lisanti, Fred

Lisanti, Mike Acerno
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BILL BORO

In December, 1914, when ! was
a boy of 14, { moved to Boro Park
from the Bronx with my parents,
Rachel and Isaac Boro, my sister,
Gertrude, and my brothers
George and Benny. Our first
home in Boro Park was 1319
47th Street, which is still stan.

ding. My father manufactured
men’s work shirts, so we were
well off.

Boro Park was really like a
part in those day, because of the
many trees and gardens. In fact,
47th Street, at least between
13th and 14th Avenues. was not
a city street at that time, but was
under the jurisdiction of the
Parks Department. The center of
the gutter was paved with
wooden blocks and was sur-
rounded by unpaved dirt. The
Parks Department maintained
47th Street. Housewives who
swept their leaves into the gut-
ter before 8:00 A.M. had the ad-
vantage of having the Parks
Department dispose of it. 47th
Street is the only street in Boro
Park that I know of which was
not under the jurisdiction of the
city. In addition, one side of 47th
Street was zoned for one-family
houses and the other side was
zoned for two-family bouses.
That zoning law is no longer in
effect.

1 remember Goldman's grocery
store on 45th Street and 13th
Avenue; Goldstein's Bakery was
on the same black. § Weiss,
Haberdasher was located on 13th
Avenue and 43rd Street — his
son stil] maintains the busineaa,
now Jocated on 13th Avenue bet-
ween 44th and 45th Streets. Mr.
Rothstein owned a pushcart oa
13th Avenue near 40th Street;
he later opened Rothstein's
Department Store on 13th
Avenue and 39th Street.

I remember vegetable farma
around 18th Avenue — cows
grazed there.

When Temple Beth-El moved
to its present location at 15th
Avenue and 48th Street, my
parents became Life Members.
My parents willed their aeats ta
my wife and [ — [ still sit in my
father‘s seat and my wife sita in
my mother's seat during the
High Holidays.

There was no subway then and
traina ran at ground level on the
same route that the West End
does today. There were no
wooden platforms at the various
stations — a person stepped off
the train into the dirt (or mud,
when it rained). Later, a troliey
car ran along New Utrecht
Avenue, which we took to travel
to Coney Island.

The world-famous Caators
Hirschman and Rosenhblatt }ived
on 47th Street; they led con-
gregationa in Boro park.

My wife. Esther, lived across
the street from me, on 47th
Street. Since | wag five years
clder than her, she did not in.
terest me. As we both grew older,
1 fell for her beauty and charm,
and married her in 1928,

When Esther and.l were first
married we lived at 4515 12th
Avenue for two years, in one of
the first apartment houses in
Baro Park. That building is still
standing. We then moved ta her
parents’ house, where we atill
live today.

Between ua, my wife and 1
have lived in Boro Park for a
total of 154 years. Our life has
been pleasant. We have many
happy memories of friendly
neighbors and a good communi-
tv epirit.

Readers are invited to submit
their own atories/photos and
memarablia. Help us coraplete
the history of Boro Park snd
preserve it. Membership dues far
1988 are due now, $5 per.

member, $3 for retired, $10 for
organizations and busineas, Send
materials and dues to the Boro
Park Hiatorical Society 481013
Ave. 11219,



“I REMEMBER BORO PARK"

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr, Philip J. Kipuat
BORO PARK CENTENNIAL
PLUS 2.CELEBRATION
A Planning Committee of

Community leaders has been
formed to help plan and organize
the Centennial Plus Two
Celebration of Boro Park in
1988. Leaders of government,
community organizations,
sthools, religious institutions
and business, ere invited ta par.
ticipate. The next planning Corp-
mittee meeting is scheduled for
Feb. 29, 1988 at 7:45 pm at the
Greater New York Savings
Bank, 13th Ave. and 53rd Street,
in the Community Room
downstaira. At this meeting elec-
tion of celebration officers will
take place. additional sugges:
tiong for celebration activitiea
will be heard and approved, and
a ealendar of events will be for-
mulated. Several activities have
already been approved.

Encourage your organization
leader to attend or send his
representative. Lets plan for a
great Bore Park Celebration.

HANNAH HARRIS

The lallowing interesting arti-
¢cle was written by Hannah Har-
ris and submitted by Lueille
Posner. We thank Ma. Posner
and Ms. Harris for this in-
teresting contribution to the
historica! record of this
Community.

Dear Dr. Kipust:

1 moved to Boro Park when it
really was a park]

Boro Park received its name |
from the fact that it looked like :
& park — there were many |
beautiful trees, There were no at- ;
tached houses — each house was
surrounded by a garden, whether
large or small. There were no
apartment housea then, but
there were some four-story walk- *
ups. There were unpaved mud
gutters; there were paved
sidewalks, however.

This was in 1913, | was just &
toddler when I, together with my
father, Chaim Harris, my
mother, Frieda, and my younger
sinter, moved to Boro Park from
Harlem. My perents had

emigrated from Poland a few '
years before. (Eventually two
other children were born, mak:
ing a total of three girls and one
boy.)

Our first rented apartment
was around 42nd Street, which |
wes then the Jewish section '
There was no elevated subway.
A railroad ran along the route of
the present B train.

My guess estimate is that at
that time the Jewish population
of Boro Park numbered about 28
percent. I remember many
Italians, but am not sure of the
nationality or religion of the
other non-Jewa.

My parents were Orthodox and
attended Temple Beth-El, then

located at 42nd Street and 12th
Avenue.

We attended P.S. 164. After
achool, we attended Machzke
Talmud Torah, then located on
43rd Street between 13th and |
14th AVenues. {The building is

atill there.) 1t was a co-ed Talmud
Torah. We studied the Hebrew
language and Jewish history. We
also belonged to clubs sponsored
by the Tamud Tarsh: music
cluba, writing ¢lubs, and Young
Judea. There waa also 2
childrens’ choir, which perform-
ed at servicea on Jewish
holidaya. Special services were
held for children. The clubs were
co-ed but seating at the services
wae separate for boys and girls.

Movies were 5 cents in those
days. The Garden Movie
Theatar, located at 46th Street
and New Utrecht Avenue (where
the lumberyard ia now) had a
yard where open air movies were
shown. This was an important

(Continued on pg. B)
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feature in those days of no air
conditioning. A movie theater
located on 43rd Street and 16th
Avenue aleo had a yard where
open air moviea were ahown. We
children had a friend who lived
next door to this theater — we
leaned out of her window and
saw mavies free! It didn't matter
if we weren't able to hear
because maviee were gilent then
anyway.

Dr. Margaretten, of the famous

Horowitz. Margaretten family of
prepared kosher foods, had his
practice on 13th AVenue bet-
ween b5lat Street and 52nd
Street. Dr. Schwartz, our family
doctor, had his office on 46th
Street and 13th Avenue. 16th
Avenue wae more desirable far
officea at that time because a
trolley car ran along its entire
length. Although Dr Schwartz
would have preferred having hia
affice on 16th Avenue, Lthe rents
were higher there, sc Dr.
Schwartz settled for 13th
Avenue. Dr. Schwartz was alao
8 Hebrew poet and a book of hia
poetry was published

larael Zion Hospital was
already in existence. but it was
very small. There were no am-
bulances in Boro Park One
Shabbos afternoon, during a
Chanukah party at the Menorah
Tempie, 2 man ate too rpany
patato pancakes and got sick. A
doctor borrowed a wheelbarrow
apd wheeled the man to his
affice.

I enjoyed watching the
Jamplighters lighting the gas
jampa. Some lamplighters ware
roller skates.

As there were very few stares
in Boroc Park in those daya.
housewives depended heavily on
horses and wagons for produce,
milk, and baked goods, such as
Dugan’a cakes.

Boro Park was largely
farmliand. It wasn't unusual to
see chickens in peoples’ yards.
On 39th Street and 13th Avenuve
there was a [arm where people
bought egga and milk.
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| remember when there was a
Christian country club on 13th
Avenue Together with its large
garden, (. extended from 30th
Streer Lo 51st Street on 13th
Avenue Mv father was one of a
stoup of people who bought »t
and turned :t into Etz Chaim
Yeshiva. Many Jews moved 10
Boro Park o their chuldren could
avtend Eiz Chaim. whose
Hebrew languege and secular
programs were equally excellent
Later. [ myself 1taught
kindergarien st Etz Chaim.

People didn’t lock their doors
in those days — people weren't
concerned about thieves
Children felt free to walk into
friends houses if no one was at
home and help themselves to a
snack in the icebox. On hot
nights doors were left ajar. In
those days. before air condition-
Ing. people slept on their porches
and in their backyards

When I was a child, the Boro
Park Library was located on
56th Street betwee b New
Utrecht and 14th Aveoues,
directly across from the Infanis

Home, 1b one samall room in a
wooden storefront. (T heard the
hibrary wons onginally housed in
a room st one of the Protestant
churches.) The library had very
few books — for s larger selec-
tion. we children used to go to
the Kensington Library. To get
there, we walked along Old Now
Utrecht Road. To the bast of my
recollection, Old Utrecht Road
began where it dose nDow, oD
52nd Street betwesn 17th and
18th Avenues, and thenran at a
slant through Boro Park. Old
New Utrecht Road was then an
unpaved dirt road. As many peo-
ple had already built houses
directly on Old Utrecht Road,
there was the right of passage
through private property, close
to the sides of pooples’ houses.

Old New Utrecht Road reach-
ed 16th Avenue at 44th Street.
There are threa frama houses
still standing on 44th Street and
16th Avanues, which are built on
a slant: 1803, 1608, and 1607
44th Stroet. [n thoas daye, these
three houses all {aced toward Old

New Utrecht Road (which now
ends at 49th Street betwosn 16th
and 17th Avenues). Old New
Utrecht Road then continued at
a slant until it reached 39th
Street and 14th Avenue where,
to the besat of my recollection, it
ended.

Incidentally, New Utrecht
Avepue is the other avepue
which runa at a slant through
Bero Park.

The Boro Park Library soon
moved into a larger starefront on
13th Avepus betwsen 52nd and
53rd Streets, and consequontly
carried many more books. As
many intellectusl Jews and
1talians were moving into Boro
Park, the library received heavy
use

Boro Park was a beautiful
place, 8 friendly place, a good
place for children to grow up in.
There was never any sirife bet.
ween Jews and oon-Jews. We
children played together in the
streets, There were friendly feel-
ings between peaple of different
religions.

STEPHEN LONGSTREET

The following correapondence
with a famous [ormer Bore
Parker was submitted by
Thelma Fox We thank them for
this interesting contribution
Dear Thelmas:

How kind of you ta recall (or
me the Boro Park years, which
were mainly the 1930's. Aa for
what 1've dope - who’s who can
give you some idea, the libranes
have at least a dozen of my book
an their shelvea. *“The Pedlocks™
has just come out in a new edi.
tion, “High Button Shoea” which
ran 3 years on B'way - iaatill be-
ing played across the country.
You ~an get prints of my fllms for
showup from “The Jolsan
Story,” “Uncle Harry,” "Stallion
Road,” and others to what ever
may come ta cassets.

I enclose some material for
your collections - and so, the best
of luck to you for keeping Boro
Park shining in the sun.

Cordially
Stephen Lonssirest

TEMPLE BETH EL (Part mnn
The following article, research-

d and written by B.M. Selevan,

15 the third of a series oo the

oldest Synagogue in Boro Park.

Mr. Seievan is chauman of

repearch for the B.F.H.8. »nd we

thank him for this important
contribution.

DEDICATION OF NEW
TEMPLE BETRH-EL OF
BOROUGCGH PARK
lo May 1923, the new Tample

Beth-El was dedicated.

The Brooklyn Eagle of April
23, 1923, reportad on the upeom-
ing event, carrying a pictars of
the new temple with & stary en-
titled “'Lmposing Temple to Be
Dedicated By Borough Park jews
on May 12" It was raported that
"“The officars and members of
congregatiop Beth-E] of Barongh
Park have announcedgthat the
building will be dedicated on
Sundsy, Monday and.Tuesday,
May 13, 14 znd ¥5_

An elaborate program has
been arranged. A big motorear
parads will be held at 1 o'clock
on Sunday, May 13, from the
Hebrew Institute on 13th Ave.
and 50th St. at 2 o'lock the
builder, H. Wilner, will hand
over the key to Morris Kuloh

Many prominent rabbis, high

_city and state officials mnd

members of the judiciary have

acrapted invitations to be pre-

aent. Cantor Mordecai Her-
shman will officiate. On Sunday

evening a banquet will be.
tendered to the officers and

members. On Monday evening,

May 14, the Young Folks League

of Temple Beth-El will

entertain...

On Tuesday evening, May 15.
the Sisterhood will be sponsara
for a concert to be rendered by
the Cantors' Aasociation of
Amenca. Cantor Merdacai Her-
shmap will act as solosit and
Prof. Zavel Zilbert will conduct-

This templs, declared to ba the
moet spacious, most t ing in
architecturs and most gorgeous-
ly decorated of all synagogues of
America, when fully completed
will ahow an outlay in excess of
three-quarters of a million
dollaras, i» the outgrowth of a
amall congregation that started
about 19 years ago with »
membarship of 35 men.
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The arrangement committee
for the dedijcation comprises H.1.
Barnett, chairman: 1. Andron.
secretarv: M. Aronson. D. Becka.
M. Bergman, M. Bienen stock. S.
Brinberz. J. Dorfman. Dr. A,
Edelmuan. treasurer: L. Flaxman,
L.J. Frank. 5. Kabatsky. . Karp.
W. Kornblum. L. Kramer. M.
Kulok. A. Levin, S.a. Levy, M.
Meisolman. M. Mapelbaum. W.
Paekela. L. Rosensweig, A.
Schlitten, S.J. Silverman, S.
Soroko, S. Streiser, H. Wilner, A,
Wohl."

On May 13, 1923, the new
Temple Beth-El was dedicated.
The following day, May 14, 1923,
the Brooklyn Eagle carried s
repart on the ceremonies of the
previous day, entitled “URGE
ATTENTION TO JEWISH
CHILDREN,” subtitled
*“Speakers at Dedication of Tern-
ple Beth El See Danger.”* It waa
reported that “Temple Beth El,
15th ave. and 48th st_, one of the
most spacious and best decorated
synagogues of America, and con-
structed at a cost of more than
$750,000, was dedicated yester-
day afternoon with appropriate
snd elaborate exercises. The
need of educating the children of
Loday to their Religious Respon-
mibilities was streased by Louia
Marshazz. Supreme Court
Justice Edward Laransky, Coun-

ty Judge J. Grattan MacMahon .

and the many promibent

membera of the jewiah ministry .
who spoke during the dedication -

exercisea,

Louis Marshall, who waa in-
troduced by Hyman §. Barnett,
chairman of the arrangementsa
committee, who acted as chair-
man, as “the greatest living
laywer and American Jew,” aaxd
that the Jews should not fear be-
ing destroyed by their enemies,
but that their worry ahould lie in
a fear that their children would

not be brought up to be praper -

Jews. He 2aid, in part:

" Dedicating a house of worship
on Mother's Day is indeed ap-
propriawe, for what could be more
fitting than (o renew our devo:
tion to that greatest of all
mothers-*Religion.” But it is not
ihe mere building alone that
counts. It is the men and women
who pray here that will con-
stitute the synagogue. 1 have no
fear of our enemies. We have had
them for 3,000 years and more
and we are still prospering.

“G-d rue the day when our
children stop being taught the
precepts to Judaism. If we don't
rear up our children to be good
Jews what will become of them?
Judaism is not merely lip ser-
vice, but living. A sad day will
come to Judaism when we forget
our teachings. Of the 300,000
jewish children in this city, only
50060 ure gelting Jewish irain-
ing. What will become of the
other 250,000? Will they become
protagonisis of cur faith? It is the
duty of every Jew not only to
help build a temple, but also to
build, a love for religion in the
hearts of their children. The peo
ple of Israel can count on obloguy
and hate, as they have in the
past, but 1 do not fear, faith."

Jugtice Lazanaky stressed the
aame points made by Mr. Mar-
ahall and took the opportunity to
condemn spreading

lawlesanesa."

The dedication of the greast
Dew Synagogue was advertised
in the Jewish Morning Journal
newspaper with large adver-
tisements which give interesting
information. An advertisement T
have went as followa (ny tranala.
tion from Hebraw and Yiddiah)
“DEDICATION of tha largesat
and nicest Orthodox Shul in tha
world TEMPLE BETH EL 16th
avenue and 4Bth street, Borough
Park will take place Sunday, 27
Iyar, 5683 Sunday day 13 about
2 o'clock in the afternocon. Promi-
nent Rabbia, State and City of-
ficials will speak The famous

Cherran Mw
with Machtengergs’ double L

will take part. Music by Pro
fesnor Kahn

Monday, 28 Tyar 5683.May 14
Young Folks Night. A muaical

* concert-A Siyum Hatorah-... The

greatest night for the young
Jewish generation of America.

Tuesday, 29 lyar, 5683-May 15
Sisterhood night. Governer
tAlfred E) Smith wi)) appear. A
great Chazanim concert of over
75 members of the Captors’
union of America with Chazan
Mordechai Herschman as aolosit
and Prof. Zavel Zilbert as choir
leader.

Everyone from New York and
vicinity must make up to be in
attendance in these three smpor-
tant days.

Tickets available every night
in the temple by the committee

The Jewish Morning Journal
also carried a story on the Friday
preceeding of a special est,
Harnv Hagaon R. Yos Meir
Levin, the Rabbi of the great
Russian synagogue of Cincinat-
ti who came to attend the
Chanukas Habayis.

SUBMIT YOUR OWN
STORIES Renders are invited
to submit their own family
histories and “‘memories” of Boro
Park Photos and other
memorabilia are welcome.

Join the Boro Park Historical
Society, dues 35 a year, retired
33. Help research, preserve and
publiah the history of thia
community.

Borc Park Historical Society
4810-13th Ave.
Bxlyn' NY 11219
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“I REMEMBER BOF;’O PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Controversy Over Annijver-
sary Celebration

We publicized previously that

a planninz committee had been

formed for the celebration of the .

Centennial plus 102nd anniver.
sary.of Boro Park. Some objec-
Lions were raised recently about
the correct number of the Boro
Park anniversary. This led to a
debate and disagreement
amongst interested members of
the society. We'd like to aum-
marize the positons taken by the
two sides and ask our leaders to
voice their opinions on the
subject.

‘The factual background of this
controversy is as follows: In 1886
some Jand was purchased in this
area and was developed into the
community then called
Blythbourne. In 1838 another
section of land next to
Blythbourne was purchased by
State Senator Reynolds and
developed into the community
called Borough Park. Some years
later the name of the Blythourne

seclion was changed to Borough
Park

One side contends that we
should be celebrating the 102nd
anniversary of Boro Park
because that is when part of the
present Boro Park community
started. They claim that the
start of a community or institu-
tion or oganization is not deter-
mined by when it received itg*
current name but by when it
physically began its develop:
ment. They therefore argue that
we should celebrate the centen-
nial plus two anniversary of Boro
Park. The other side claims
that Borough Park first began in
1898 when that name was first
given to the new development.
They point out that since we are
celebrating the anniverssry of
Borough Park we should ¢on-
sider it to have started when the
new area adjacent to
Blythbourne wae started and the
name Boro Park was first used. |
They therefare contend that we !
should now be celebrating the !
90th anniversary of the Borough !
Park Community. |

We'd like w invite our readers’
views on this controversy. The
Boro Park Historical Society and
the Planning Committee are con-
sidering some kind of com-
promise in order to satisfy both
points of view., However the
views expressed by cur readers
and community members will be
given serious consideration in
this debate.

In the meantime plans are go-
ing ahead for the celebration of
the centennial plus two or 90th
annjversary of the Borough Park
Community.

Come to the open meeting
Monday March 21, 1988 at 7:45
PM at the Greater N.Y. Savings
Bank 53rd St. and 13th Ave. in

the Community Room, and ex-
preas your thoughts.
A special community gather.

ing and reception is scheduled .

for Sunday afternmoon. May 1,

1988 at the Boro Park branch of :
the Public Library. Prominent -

speakers, dispiays, and another
video of Boro Park are planned
for that afternoon. A series of
other celebration activities are
being planned for the rest of the
year as well, The B.P.H.S. would
also appreciate some suggestions
for celebration activitiea in addi-
tion to your views on the con-
troversy. Send all replies to
B.P.H.5. 4810-13th Ave. 11219,

Dear Dr. Kipugst:

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to extend to you and your
membership my sincerest con-
gratulations upon your forthcom-
ing commemoration of The Boro

Park Centennial Plus 2
Anniversary.
{Continued oo pg- 8)

I REMEMBER BORO PARK
(Countinued froor me- 2
Having represented Boro Park
on Community School and Beard
District 20 for the past fifteen
years, | have come to appreciate
the unique position Boro Park
cheroshes in the wortd of
education.

Our community has one of the
Jargest concentrations of Jewish
educational institutions
anywhere in the world.
Representing practivally every
major Hasidic and general
Jewish educational point of view,
Boro park offers one of the most
diverse and colorful educational
settings that one can find
anywhere.

While replicating roany of the
features of the shtetl, Boro Park
hasa also come to stand for some
of the mosat uo-to-date, modern,
sophisticatad and practical com-
munal and service structurea
found anywhere in our city. Thia
has helped enhance the quality
of life for the many thousanda
who utilize the facilities of the
Boro Park Y, the se es of the
Council of Jewish Organizations,
the various self-belp and
charitable organizations such as
N’shai, Tomche Shabbos, Bikkkur
Chalim and, laat but not least,
our cherished Hatzala
organization.

Famed as the mecca of Jewish
liturgical music, Boro Park has
also been the home, in previous
generations, to Zawel Kwartin
and David Kusevitaky of Temple
Emanu-el, Mordacai Herschman,
Moshe Koussevitaky and Moshe
Stern of Temple Beth-El and
Yossele Rosenbaltt of the
Sephardic Shul. Today it still
servea as the home base for the
world famous Ben-Zion Miller.

Having been horn and raised
on New York's Lower East Side,
1 have come to cherish the vaiue
of neighborhood history and
pride. The lower East Side swell-
ed with history on each and
every one of its streeta.

So too has Boro Park, and with
the passage of time and with
careful and diligent research and
archival facilities, The Boro Park
Historical Society will surely

help preserve the best of the past
as a legacy for the generations of
the future.

Agnin, congratulations upon a
job well done.

Respectfully yours,

Alan Jay Gerber

Member Community School
Board 20
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More On B'klyn Doctors
Hospita)
In the past much interest waa
indicated by our readers when
we discussed Brookiyn Doctor's
hospital. the hospital building,
now the Beth Jacob Seminary,
was situated on 135 ave. corner 45
St, Mr. B.M. Selevan, Chairman
of Research for the B.P.H.S. sub-
mitted three items found in the
Obituary column of the Brooklyn
Eagle. The first article dated
Wednesday Mareh 21, 1951
resds as follows:
Dr. Philip Mininberg, Owned
Brooklyn Doctors Hospital
Funeral services for Dr. Philip
Misninberg, an obstetrician, who
owned and operated Brooklyn
Docrors Hospital, formerly the

Borough Park Maternity
Hospital, at 4421 15th Ave.,
were held yesterday at the River.
side Chape!, Ocean Parkway and
Coney island Ave. He died Mon-
day at his home in Stamflord,
Conn.. at the age of 62. His
Brooklvn residence was at 9 Pro-
spect Park West..

Dr. Mininberg. a native of the
Ukraine. waa brought to the
United States as a ¢hild, and
received his medica) diploma
rom New York University in
1915. since then he had practic-
ed medicine in Brooklyn. He had
been head of the maternity
hospital here for the last 28
years.

Dr. Mininberg was 8 member
of the Kings County Medical -
Society, the American Medical
Association, the Medical Guild,
Mun Masonate Lodge, and the
N.Y.U.,, Alumni Federation,
‘Surviving are hia wife, Mrs.
Helen Mininberg: a son H. Brics
Mininberg: two daughters, Mre.
Audrey Trussel and Mrs. Bever-
1y Edelean, four sisters, Mra.
Rose Dorchin, Mrs. Doris Pinto,
Mrs. Lens Blum and Mrs. Motly -
Criss, and a grandson.

The second srticle dated

November 11, 1951 reads:
Hospital To Unveil
Portrait Today of

Dr. Mininberg

A portrait of the late Dr. Philip
Mininberg, together with a
tablet, will be unveiled and
dedicated at 4 p.m. today in the
iobby of Brooklyn Doctors
Hospital, 4421 15th Ave.
Supreme Court Justice Walter R,
Hart will preside at the
ceremonies, which will be open
to the public.

Mr. Mininberg, founder of the
hospital and m widely known
physician, died March 19.
Asapciated with the hospitsl for
28 years when he died.

The portrait and tablet are be-
ing presentad to the hospital by
the medical staff and personnel
as a moesmorial to the noted
physician.

The tbird article dated April
14, 1954 reads:

Widow, 8 Children
Of Dr. Minioberg
To Share Estate

Dr. Philip Mininberg, wbo
owned and operated Brooklym
Doctors Hospital at 4415 15th
AVe., left a $346,858 43 estate,
according to a tax appraisial on
file today ip Brooklyn Sur-
rogata’a Court,

« ‘The estate consinted mostly of
the hospital, velued at $250,000
and a nurses’ residence at 4420
15th Ave. Dr. Mininberg resided
at 9 Prospect Park West when he
died on March 19, 1851.

Ope-half of the estate in trust
goes to Mra. Helen Mininberg.
the widow. We we thank Mr.
Selevan for this intereatiog
contribution.

Dear Dr. Kipuat:

Thought you might be in-
terested in this list of Baro Park
*f irsta.” This was from the book,
The Biythe Bourne, (the former
name of Boro Park), ap un-
published manuseript by Ruth
Whitney Hadley Beal, which is
in the archives of the Baro Park
Hiatoriea) Society.
1st doctor - Dr. Charles Harvey

Hadley 1practiced from 1890 to
19151
1st undertaker - Herbert Wycoff.
1st Post Qffice - Biythebourne
Past Office. corner 13th Ave. and
55th Street ta stare was also
located on the premises;.
1st public school - PS. 103,
erected in the 1880's, an l4th
Avenue, from 53rd to 54th Styeet
{the building new houses a Sat.
mar yeshiva)l
1st bank - Cooperative Building
Bank.
BUSINESS
ESTABLISHMENTS

In the period which the book
covers (1890 to 1915), most stores
were [ocated on New Urrecht
Avepue. 13th Avenue was then
a residential atreet.
1st bakery - Eseling's Bakery
(Speciaities: Charlotte Russe,
cream puffa, lemon cookies. Also,
baked beans with pork on Swtur-
days, to he eaten for Sunday
night supper]
1st tay stare - Mrs. Whelan's
Variety Store {also scldé penny
¢andy)
st drugsiores - Julivs de
Neergard Blythebourne Phar-
macy, Fred Stevens Pharmacy
{also had an ice cream counter)
1st movie house - Kay's Hall,
56th Street and New Utrecht
Avenue.
1st plumber - Mr. Donegan.
1st hardware atore - H.
Dickover & Sans Hardware.
1at Chinese Jaundry - Wing Lee.
LUCILLE POSNER
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YIDDISH SPEAKING ROSE
This past summer, ] had cause
to be outdoors, many days, on
lower 13th Avenue near 37th
Street. During that period of
time, I met a multitude of people
of all ages, races and creeds. |
became friendly with most

because they had to pass by me
Lo get to their destination; be it
food or clothing stores, work or
transportation.

Most of tbem stopped to chat
with me, and 30 1 learned a great
deal about the type of peopte who
frequent Boro Park whether as
Tesidents or transients

One woman, in particular, who
usualty walked arm-in-arm with
her husband. fascinated me. It
was difficult to dietinguish
whether she was Jewish or
Italien. from her looks and
speech.

However, ghe started convers-
ing with mwe in “Yiddish'" one
day, apd was moet eloquent in
her speech, wsing “Yiddiah™ ex-
preasions, idioms and proverbs,
and even old time songs which
my grandmother had taught me.
She also sang songs from the
‘Jewish Theater,” with the
greatest of ense.

When she said that she waa of
Ittalian descent, I wan hand put
to balieve her. But when ahe told
me how and where she had
learned the “Yiddiah' language,

I emrpestly Beseeched her to !

write the story of her youth, in
Boro Park; and how she came to
know this [anguage o well.
‘The following story was, writ-
ten by Rose (she prefers her last
name to remain anopymous) io
her own inimitable atyle. 1t was
submitted to me, to be used in
the ‘1 Remember Boro Park”™
column.
Thelma Fox

*DOWN MEMORY LANE"”
“BORO PARK” CIRCA
1915-1830
44th and 45th STREETS
AND 14th AVENUE
lo thoee days the word was
“Comradery,” What a munical

sound! Our melting pot, compria-
«d Jews, ltalians, Polish. and
even our Chinese laundryman.
You name it, we had it.

We attended, briths christen-
ings. confumations, bar mitz-
vah's, and weddings, oo matter
whoge! We laughed, cried, and
shared all occasions as one big
happy family. (Gospel truth).

ln Rothstein’'s Dept Store,
where many bargaine were
bought, we received courteous at-
tention and no hassle, when we
returned merchandise for
refunds. Even “Bubbie” and
“Zadie” shopped there.

The big jewelry store on 13th
Avenue was "Groveman," where
you would find “baubles, bangles
and beads,”” and “‘croeses’” and
“mazrizahe ** There was also a
very {ine¢ selection of gold ar-
ticles. The Groveman atore had
a tremendous clock, standing on
the street, in front of the store,
which was visible for many
blocks. Truly a landmark!

Qur food market was outdoors
on 13th Avenue, between 39th
and 40th Streeta. In the winter
months, the peddlers jumped up

* and down to keep their feet and

bodies warm, and warmed their
hands over a fire, in a large ash
can. Brr!

Our then Mayor of New York
City, Fiorella La Guardio, built
a tremendous indoor market,
which thrived for many n year.
“See you in the market,”” was a
common date.

The school we attended was
P.S. 164 on 14th Avenue, bet-
ween 42nd and 43rd Streets. On
our way to school we carried a
few cents, and gosh did they go
far” A pound of peanuts, red hot
went for a nickel. A Nestle Bar,
30 thick you had to struggle to
break it apart! Coet 2.3 red
peonies.

Arriving at school, we had very
strict (Irinh) teachers, who ruled
with an iron hand. They really
taught; a0 if you had only balf a
brain, they reached it!

The “Yiddiesh” moms made
their own Elizer, "Cbicken
Soup,” which was the cure-all for
any sicknesa.

A ride on the subway, from
Brocklyn to the Councourse on
gpotless trains, cost a“"whopp-
ing" nickel. -~

Briog back, bring Back, oh
bring back our old Bore Park!!

Wishful Thioking! Sholom!

Rose

We thank both Rose and
Thelma Fox, a member of the
B.P.H.S. Exzecutive Committee,
for their interesting
contributions.

Why not submit your own
memories and memorablia about
Boro Park. Jein the Boro Park
Histarica) Society, $5 per year, at
4B810-13th Ave.
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust
BORO PARK
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

Join us at the 10290 celebra-
tion of the Boro Park Anniver
sary — Centennial plus two of
the first development of the com.-
munity and the 90th of the new
name of Boro Park.

A series of celebration ac-
tivities have been arranged by
the Planning Committee; in-
cluding library displays and film
festivals,

The opening celebration activi-
ty will be a large general com-
munity meeting at the YM.
YWHA of Boro Park 4912.141h
Ave. on Monday. May 2 at 7P M.
The program will include a se-
cond newly completed video film
of Boro Park, places of historical
interest, diaplays, a guest
speaker, prizes and light
refreshments. Admission is free
and all reeidents and former
residents of Boro Park are
invited.

Information about other ac

tivities will be publicized in this
paper, and by flyers and poeters.
We are grateful to the following
for their participation in sponsor- .
ing these cefebration activities -
Con Edison; Brooklyn Union Gas .
Co.; New York Telephone Co..
and Senator Martin Solomon.

The following letters received
about the Centennial Plus 2/90th
Anniversary Celebration are self |
explanatory. 1

Letters in this order:

I - Brooklyn Historkeal Society
11 - Senator Solomam

I . Assemblyman Bikind

1V - Alan Jay Gerber

Dear Dr. Kipust:

1 understand that the Boro -
Park Historical Saciety and in-
deed the entire community of .
Boro Park are celebrating your -
neighborhood's 102nd/90th
anniversary. 1

On behsli of The Brooklyn
Hisworical Society, I extiend my
hearty cangrstulations te all
Baro Park residents involyed in
the Centennial Plus 200 An .

niversary fostivitioa !
I am sure mM‘!

exhibit and other avents will be
highly appreciated by communi-
ty residenta and neighboring
Brooklymites alike.

As an organization fully
dedicated to preserving
Brooklyn's vital past for study
and example, The Brooklyn
Historical Society congratulates
the Bora Park Historical Socie-
ty and community residents for
furthering public recognition of
Brooklyn’s heritage.

Siocerely yours,
DAVID M. KAHN
Executive Director
The Brooklyn Historicsl
Society

Derr Dr. Eipugt:
1 would like to take Lhis oppor-

tunity 1o extend Lo you and your
membership my greetings upon
your celebration of the Boro Park
Centennial Plus 2/90th
Anniversary.

Having represented Boro Park

for thie past decade in the New
York State Senste, | have come
tn appreciate the unique, diverse
and creative spirit of the Boro
Park “‘way of life.” Ta know that
this legacy now goes hack a cen-
tury makes me secure in the feel-
ing that that “way of life” is not

‘ a tranmtory festure of New York

urban life but rather a perms-
nent Mxture of our cily's

‘ etowomic, social culture and

' religious landacape.
The etability of Boro Park is
j vital to our city's well.being.
May its past bistory serve as a
aouree for its continuad strength
in the many yeara to come, and
{Continued on Pags 3)
(Continued from pg. 2)

I REMEMBER BORC PARK
may we all share and benefit
from the fruita of its lebors in
good health and prosperity,
Mezel Tov.

Very truly yours,
MARTIN M. SOLOMON
Senator

18th District

BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS * Apcil I8, 1968 ©

Dear Mr. Friedman:

I would like Lo take this oppor-
tunily to congratulale the Boro
Park Historical Society for tak.
Ing upen itself the celebration of
Boro Park’s Centennin) Plus
2/901h Anniversary.

The Society's efforta in helping
people Yocate missing relatives,
art work and religious articles
certainly contributes to the
dynamism of this community
The preservation of material
related to History of a communi-
Ly is an important task.

1 wish the Historical Society of
Boro Park much continued
success,

Sincerely yours,
DOV HIKIND
Member of the Agsembly
48th A.D.
Dear Dr. Kipust:

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to extend to you and your
membership my sincerest con
gratulations upon your forthcom-
ing commemoration of The Boro
Park Centennial Plus 2/90th
Anniversary.

Having represented Boro Park
on Communily School Board
District 20 for the past Hifteen
yeara, | have come to appreciate
the unique paaition Boro Park
cherishes in the weorld “of
education,

While replicating many of the
features of the shtetl, Boro Park
has alaa come 1o stand for some
of the mast up-to-date, modern,
sophisticaled and practical com-
munal and service structures
faund anywhere in our tity. Thia
has helped enhance the quslity
of life for tbe many thousands :
who utilize the facilitiea of the
Boro Park Y, the services of the
Council of Jewish Organizations,
the various self-help and ¢
haritable organizations such aa
N’shai, Tamche Shabbos, Bikkur
Cholim and, last but not least,
our cherished Hatzala
organization.

Famed o2 the mecca of Jewinh
Jiturgical music, Boro Park has
also been the home, in previous
generationa, to Zawel Kwartin
and David Kypsevitaky to Temple

! Emanu-¢l, Mordacai Harschman,

- Moahe Koussgvitaiy and Moahe

{ Stern of Temple Beth-El and

! Yossela Rosadnblatrt of the

{ Sephardic ®vul. Today it still

' parves as Lhe home base for the |
- ] world famous BenZion Millar.



BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS * April 18 1988 *

Having been born and raised
on New York's Lower East Side,
| have come 1o cherish the value
of neighborhood history and
pride. The lower East Side swel|
ed wiuth history on each and
every one of its streets.

S 00 has Boro Park. and with
the passage o»f ume and with
varelul and diligent research and
archival facilities, The Boro Park
Historical Society will surely
help preserve the best of the past
as a legacy for the generations of
the future.

Apgain, congratulations upon a

Job wel 1 done
Respectfully yours,
ALAN JAY GERBER
Member Community
School Board 20

The following is the first
page of an unpublished hook
titled ‘he Blythebourne by the
Ruth Whitnev Hadley Bea).

A copy of this book, dated May
1. 1966 cowncidentally, 13
available in the archives of Lhe
Boro Park Historical Society
This first page gives an In-
teresting and delightful descrip-
tion of her memories of the
beginnings of Biythebourne
Coro Park.

CHAPTER 1 - WAS THERE
REALLY SUCH A PLACE?

Yes. there really was a place
called Blythebourne, but 1I'm
afraid you will bave te take my
word for 1t. However, if you wish
to do so. you can find one smal}
bit of corroboration of the fact.
Go out to Borough Park, on Long
Island in the Borough of
Brooklyn. New York. There, at
3608 Thirteenth Avenue you will
find a Post Office and on it you

will see the name,
BLYTHEBOQURNE
STATION.™

[f you want sti}] more proof, |
have ithanks to your Aunt
Gracer \wo precious. fragile
copies of the "Fdgewood Echo”
dated June 1983 and November
1983. This little paper was
published monthly "in the in-
1erest of Edgewood Reformed
Church of Blythebourne, Long
Island . . . Subscription price,
Thirty Cents per Annum.
Fatered at the Blythebourne
Post Office as Second Class
Matter."'

So vou see. there really was a
town called Blvihebaurne.
although now 1t is known as
Borough Park.

Thts is how 1t all began. Some
titne in the latter bhalf of the
I9th century, old Electus Lit-
chiield igreat grandfather of vour
cousin Howard's wife) bought
some land toward the southern
end of Long Island. New York. [t
was on Lhe outskirts of the old
Dutch town of New Utrecht and
covered several blocks, probably
from the forties to the sixties, on
the west side of New Ulrecht
Avenue. He named it
Blythebourne. which means
“Heppy Home.” In order to
develop the praject, he opened a
rea) estate office at 43rd Street

called it the “West Brooklyn
Land and Improvement Com-
pany of Blythebourne, Long
Island.” He put his son-in-law,
George A. Allin, 1n charge and
started advertising and selling.
Homes were built and a Post Of-
fice and stores were opened,
For some years, both sides of
the Avenue were called
Blythebourne, but around 1888
s Senator Willlam H. Reynelds
came and bougbt land abuttmg
on the east side of the Avenue,
calling it Borough Park. This
tract extended from 43rd Street
to about 60th. The Senator sold
lots and also built and sold
several two-family housea, Soon,
for the use of the people in the
two growing communities, he

had a large Club House erected
at 51st Street and 13th Avenue.
This was a boon to the
neighborhood and many a social
affair was held there. At one side
of the Club House there was a
baseball field and that alse was
put to frequent use by the boys
and the men.

Gradually the whole distnct
name ta be known as Barough
(shortened to Boro Park), and
before many years had passed, it
and the neighboring sectiona of
Dyker Heighta, Bath Beach and
Bensonhuryt were taken over
and absorbed by the City of
Brooklyn.

So much for the history and
grogrmpby of Blythabourne in its
oaarly days. The town was Dot

{Continued on Page §)

1M

Cont. of I Remember Boro

Park (Continued from Page 3

heavily populated at the end of

the 19*h century but according o

the census of 1890 there were on-

ly 2 12 million people in the
whole of the United States.
When my parants (your grand-
parents) moved to Blythebourne
in 1890, that whole part of Long

[sland was full of reminders of

the ¢ld Dutch families who had

originally settled it. There were
the town names - New Utrecht,

Breucklyn (the old spelling of

Brooklyn), Van Pelt Manor,

Dyker Heights, Bensonhurst.

Maoy of the old family names,
too, were still w be found. Lar-
zaleres and Van Wickleas, Van
Hennicks, Van Thub» apd
Weigacds, de¢ Mevrgnrd, Tonges,
Kunkel and Wycoff. 1o mention
just a few, Cowenhoven Lane,
which spproximated the present
54th Street, exten m wast
of New Utrecht Aven®, through
some farmlands and afroas 13th

Avenue. Eastward it continusd

through woodlands to the farm of
Cornelius Cowenhoven, between

15th and 16th avenues. Here, m

a lovely old Dutch farmhouse, he

lived with his two sisters. My

own sisters used to love to visit

there. They remember it as “full
of the characteristic amell of an
old house'' and the aroma of

pumpkin pies.

The following advertisement
which appeared in the Brooklyn
Eagle in April 1898 focuses on
the new land develspmant call-
ed "“Borough Park." This ia one
of many such iiema researched
and submitted by B.M. Selevan,
researcher for the B P H.S.

50 HOMEPS AT COSR

To Fasten Attention on Wt

WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS
In New Doing at »

BOROUGH PARK

On and afies Sunduy, May 1, W9E acloding
Snadsys, 3¢ wiB be o e office of the .
gty from 1 A M. 09 FM.
Tulve hamng Owtsers hwwe alresdy perchancd.
L - oot Spoce betioms.
Hoaws — ot Hooses
250 bowsws owwr ccxopeed by owsers.
Offce Budding. Forty- amt S
and New Utreche Ave . Brooilys.
Take Frith A Trolley.
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip Kipust
BORO PARK
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
CONTINUED

The series of activities plann-
ed to help celebrate the special
102 90 Boro Park snniversary
«Centennial plus two of the
development of the Nrst part of
the community and the 90th of
the land development first nam-
ed Barp Park) will continue for
several months.

General Meeting

The General Memebership and
Community meeting took place
al the YMHA on May 2, We had
a Jlarge turnout, exhibits,
digplays & very good program
and refreshments. Dr. David
Kranzler - historian, author, pro-
fessor and lecturer was the guest
speaker. He emphasized the im-
portance of continuing the work
of researching and preserving
the history of the community and
outlined a number of activities
which every person in the com-
munity can undertake in order to

participate in thia project and to |
preserve his own personal (
history and memories. |

He interspersed his very in-
Leresting talk with numerans !
anecdotea dealing with his per-
sonsl experiences as a former §
resident of Boro Park and with
his interviews and research for
the five books he haa written. .
The BPHS was grateful for Dr.
Kranzler for sharing his
valuable time and expertise with
the people present.

Joseph Fuchs, active officer of
AOJT, in his unusal humeroua
and ibteresting manner told
about some of the famous per-
sonalities who once resided in
Boro Park. His talk was alsa weil
received.

A new video describing
historical scenea of Boro Park,
which waa prepared and nar-
rated by memberaof the BP.HS.

- Executive Committes, was
shown at the meeting. This was
the second in a series of Videos
that was prepared and shown. »
Unfortunately, the rented video |
equip was defective and the l

pictures and sound came through
distorted. Another showing of
the videe with new equiprent is
planned for the Falt. Our
apologies to the people present
for the technical problems and
we hope you will join ua for the
next showing.

Several guests in the sudience,
long time residenta of B P, sub.
mitted interesting historical
materials from their own
records. A pumber nigned up as
members.

Jacque Friedman, publisher of
the Boro Park Community News
served a chairman of the
meeting. He, Lucille Posner,
Esther Kane and mysslf, also ex-
tended greetings.

LIBRARY EXHIBIT

A sperial exhibit of Boro Park
History is now on dieplay at the
Boro Park branch of the
Brooklyn Public Library on 43
St. near 13 Ave: the exhibit will
continue for the entire month of
May and is different from the ex-
hibita displayed at the general
meeting at the YMHA oo may 2.
Many fine photos, articlea and
other memorablia can be seen at |
the exhibit. A new display will
be shown in November.

LM FEBTIVAL :
A meries of three Film Festivals |
were planned in econjunction {
with the 102B0 anniversary |
celebration of Boro Park. These
historicat flma wers and will be i
shown at the Boro Park branch |
of the Brooklyn Public Library .
on May 8, May 15 and May 24 st l
2:00 PM. !
There will be additiomal ac. |
tivitica scheduled in the Fall to |
belp commemorate the 102/90 '
anniversary of Boro Park. :
Our apecial thanks to Con
Edisaon, New Yark Telephone
and Brooklyn Union Gas Ca. for
aponsoring thesa and other ac-
tivitiea in conjunction with the
special anniveraary calshrations.

MAX ROTH DECEASED
Dear Dr. Kipust,

As promised | am sending this
information, to you about our
friend Max Roth.

{Conlinued on Pg. 8)

{Continved from pz. 2)
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Max Roth, probably Bord
Park's oldest living resident
passed away in Jao 1988 - after
reaching hia 100th birthday in
Sept. 1987. He was a man of
simplicity and salways with a
cheerful outlook. Ha will long be
remeémbered by everyone. To his
family 1 aay, may you cherish the
years you shared with him.

T ar enclosing a photo taken at
Max's home on Sept. 13, 1987,
the day the family was
celebrating his 100th birthday,
and also the letter of thanks frem
his son.

In refErence to 1he rasidents at
the Metropolitan jewish Geratric
Center (M.J.G.C} on: Tenth -
avenue, ] was rying to obtain ine
formation from some of them. ¥
spoke ta A few “centennial®’ folks
and they told me that theit:
longevity was due Lo good fanth™
and love of people. (Do namesi
Many residents are sbove nines
ty, nearing the 100th mark with'
healthy anticipation.

To ypu Dr. Kipust and ysur
wonderful family - and for alf
your good work onm behalf of
others - may heaven continueds
blesa you with good bealth sed
surcess in al] yoor endeavors

Al the best
from Esther Hane
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Dear Esther,
Thank you for your note. Am
enclosing check to Boro Park
Hiscorical Society as a contribu-
1:on from Beo and me in honor
of the me mory of Boro Park's
senior citizen. who enjoyed so
many happy vears as Boro Park
grew and developed.
Best regards.
Irving Roth
We thank Esther Kane for the
above letters and for her many
worthwhile contributions to the
history of Boro Park project.
DR. MORRIS COHEN
Mr BSalvatore Mannuci sub-
mitted the parts of an auto,
previously owned by Dr. Morris
Cohen. to the Boro Park
Historical Society. The parts
were mounted on a frame board
and presarved all these years,
the enclosed letter was submit-
ted with this memorablia and we
thank Mr. Mannuci for this in-
teresting and welcome
contribution.
MEMORABILIA OF
DR. MORRIS COHEN
A fondly remembered Doctor of
the early days of Boro Park:
* When moat doctors made
house calls.
® When the fee charged was
vaually $2.-
* When the patiect waa a per-
son and not & medicare number.
* When patients axpected and

received no t oply cure bot sy -

pathy and care.

* When Boro Park doctors
ministered to both Jew and Geon-
tile without any hint of racist
feelinga. In those days the mix.
ture of (~ermans, Jews, Iriah and
Italians is what made Boro Park
a friendly place to live in idyllic

suroundings supplied by Nature, .

and enhanced by neighborlinesa.

The frame submitted for view-
ing would be of great ipterest io
Lucille Poaher, a relative of Dr.

f

Cohen and to the coredian. Bud-
dy Hachett who was closely con-
nected to Dr. Cohen or his
brother delivery boy and generaf
delivery man.

This frare contains:

* The inner part of the steer-
img wheel that guided Dr
Cohen’s 1949* black Dodge to
the homes of the sick.

* The Cathedral-ehaped
frames of the rear lighta of this
car.

* The smoking-traya, which, I .
doubt, Dr. Cohen ever used.

* This car was sold to our fami-

ly in 1969 for the princely sum
of $100 - and lasted until 1958,
abovul ibe time that Dr. Coben
passed to his eternal rest. We
still have the two-trumphet.-like
borna which graced the under-
hood of this car, and were often
welcomed by many residents of
gooed "old" Boro Park.
P.S. The above may be publish-
ed in the Boro Park News as a
tribute to Dr. Coben and to his
niece Lucille Posner, a frequent
contributer to 'l Remember Baro
Park.”

SALVATORE MANNUCCI
1228 40 ST.

(Since 1919)

ADOLPH BERNSTEIN

Mr. Adolph Bernstein first
moved to Bore Park in July
1939: He said he came directly -
from Budapest, Hungary to Baro
park bocause his relatives who
brought himy wers living hore. .
His couxin Abe Kats brought
him together with his mother,
hia brother and brether's wife.
Adolph waa still single at the
time. Hia first reaidance in B.P.
was with his unela, Nathan Katz

on 51 St between 11th and 12th “

Ave,

Mr. Barnstein said he was mar-
ried se-Estber Fried in 1940 in ;
the hall on the corner of 45th St -
and 16th Ave. It wag called Bare
M xt U G aod e oy
novelty wam factary. Hin wife

o
s

»
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Esther was a resident of Boro
Park before Adolph and lived on
43rd St. between 9th and 10th
Aves.

ARer their marraige the Barn-
steing lived on 44th St. between
8th and 9th Ave_, then moved to
51st St. between 9th aod 10th
Ave. and then to 1558-45th 3¢, in
1949. They lived at the latter
residence until 1979, through
three owners-Kaufman, B.
Tarlow and P. Kipust, and then
moved to their current address at
1528-49th St.

In Europe Adolph worked in
the antiques busiyness but here
be worked in ihe fur trade as a
furrier.

The Bernstein's three children
were born in Maiwonides
hospital of B.P. Charlette and
Judy attended Sholomith School
aod Larry attended Toras Emes.

At first Adolph belonged to the
Shomrei-Shabbos Synagogue
because his uncle belooged
there. In 1943 he became a
member of Cong. Ansehi Sfard
on 45th St. and 14tk Ave., where
ha still belongs. He said in those
days Bard was president and
didn't want to accept any
Hungarian mambers. The®ra was
no officish Rabbi in Cong. Anahei
Sfard but Rabbi Pinsky was the
unofficial Rabbi in the
downstairs Beth Hamedrosh.

‘The first official Rabbi in Cang.
Ansbei Sfard was Rabbi Martin,
who also served as Cantor. The
second was Rabbi Drairzin, the
third was Rabbi Swift and the
fourth is the current Rabbi

David Singer.
We thank Mr. Bernstein for
sharing his intereating

memoriea with us.
JOIN THE BPHS Y
Join theB. P H.S. and submit
your own mamoried and family
history. Duea 35 may be sent to
BPHS 4810-13th Ave_, Brooklyn
142192 2 ~

~ . - »

4

L .
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS ~—

By Dr. Phillp Kipust
Dear Dr. Kipust:

I was born in 1904 when we
lived at 65 St. and 14 Ave. We
moved to Boro Park to 5914 - 14
Ave. in 1909. | attended PS 103
on 54 St. and 14 Ave. and

graduated in 1919. Then § went ~

to Murrey Hill Vocations) High
School in Manhattan for about
two years. In 1920 we moved to
1660-59th &. 1 was married in
1929 remained in the same
house and swved o Bay Ridge in
1945 after the war.

Gene Kelly lived near us at
5908-14 Ave. (another famous
Boro Parker), above Dickover's
Hardware Store. This atore bad
a sidewalk band pump and sold
gasoline to sutomobiles. Gene
Nick named me “Mickey” and
wherever he went [ would go
with him, He was the caretaker
of the Dutch Reformed Church
located at 53rd St. and 14th Ave.
This ¢hurch had a hot air
hesting wystem. We had Lo clean
and fire the coa) furnace in the
winter time.

In the back of the church there
was a small round building
which slso hed its own hot air
heating system. Thst's where
the Boro Park library was in
1910, before it moved to 56 St.
and New Utrecht Ave.

Yours truly,
Victor Raimo

Subsequently, 1 called Mr.
Raimo and obtained adgitiona)
interesting information about
his Boro Park memories,

During World War IT he serv-
ed as an electrician for the
government, helpint to renovate
the Pentagon Building in
Washington D.C. and eleo
several army campa. It was con-
sidered eapential war srvice.

His three childrea were born in
B.P., st home, at 1660-59th St.
snd attended Catholic
Parochis Subsequently, 1 called
Mr, Raimo and cbtained addi-
tional interesting information
about his Boro Park memories,

During WW I1 he served as an
elactrician for the govermment,
helving to renovate the Pen.

tagon Building in Washington,
D.C. and also severs] army

pe. 1t waa idered easen-
tia} war service.

Hig Lhree childre were born in
Boro Park, st home, at 1660-59th
Street and attended Catholic
Parochial School in Bay Ridge.

1 was astoniahed et his sbility
to remember 30 many facts,
names, dates etc. from his early
childhood.

At his school, P.S. 103, he hed
a math teacber, Mr. Davis and a
shop taacher, Mr. Murphy. The
girts had s cooking class. The
suditorium was made of of aix
clasarooms with rolling doors.
The doara would be opened for
assembiy and closed wen classen

were in session. On the corner of
64th Street, diagonally across
from the school, there was a drug
store where the children went to
buy candies. The school had two
principals, M. Powers and Mrs.

Fuller (one was probably Assis-
tant Principal).

Kings bakery was situated on
New Utrecht Ave. near 55 St.
{second from corner). the corner
store was Kelley's Drugstore.
This bakery served lunch as'well
and the two principals would est
their lunch at tbat stare.

He remembers that on Field
Day the entire school (upper
graders) would walk to George
Wingate Athletic Field (near
Kingston Ave.) from the school.
There were no buses for them.
Everyone walked to the field,
participsted in the athletic
events and then walked home.

{Continued on Py. )
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{Continued from Pg, 2)
When walking to school from
59 St 1o 54 St. he said he would
pass pesutiful trees and Nowers
all along the way. There were on-
ly one or two houses on each
block

Mr. Raimo also mentioned
Peter Riccarde of Borp Park
Renlty Co 5510.-New Utrecht
Ave He graduated P.8. 103 in
1914, became a lawyer in 1929
and always maintained a lJaw of-
fice in Boro Park since then. He
is still practicing law but plans
to Tetre socn

We thank Mr. Raimo for his in.
leresting contribution and hope
he will submit additional infor-
mation about the early history of
Boro Park.

RUBIN HOROWITZ

Last summer, during a tour of
several scandinavian countries,
1 met and interviewed Rubin
Horowitz. He had an interesting
& Olstory to relate about his trip
to Alaska in 198). During 8 visit
to Fairbanks he discovered s
Synogogue. The Synaogogue
called the First Hebrew Con-
gregation of Fairbanks. was in-
active and the members would
meet but once a month. The ad-
dress of the Synogogue is listed
at the business location of our
elecirical store owned by the
former president of that
Synogegue. That former presi-
dent whose name Mr. Horowit2
did not recal) at the time, said
tha. he used 1o live in Boro Park
from about 1930 w 1937 and
then moved to Alaska.

If any of our readers visit Fair
banks. please try 10 obtain addi.
tional information ebout this
man's name and her peraonal
history and memories of Bero
Park.

Rubin Horowit2z moved to B.P.
when he married Shirley (nec
Libowitz) in 1949, Before that he
lived in Williamsberg. Their first
address was st Dahil Rd. and
Ave C until 1952 and later
mvoed to 4618.18 Ave. They liv-
ed at this address, the house of
his in-lals {Colonial Decorators:.
until Jan. 1970 when they mov-
ed to Flatbush.

While in Boro Park Rubin at-
tended the Young lsrael and
then Congregation Beth EI
where he is 5till a member w this
day. He has seen the vast
changes in the residents
buildings and religious at-
mosphere of the Boro Park com-
unitu éince he lived there.
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Dear Dr, Kipust

[ would like to submit the
following information about
Boure Park. which may be of
inlerest:

There are three wooden houses
on the corner of 44th Sireer and
L6th Avenue which are built on
a.slant and face neither 16th
Avanue por 44th Street: 1603,
1605: and 1607 44th Street.
11803 44th Street subsequently
had a brick wing added and now
bears the address 4315 16th
Avenue). These three houses
were built to face Old New
Utrecht Road. which used to ex-
ist at that point but aow runs
from 52nd Street until 48th St.

near ivth Avenue. I was lucky
enocugh to be invited into the
front yard of one of these houses
and had the feeling of being
‘ransported back to a by.gone
era.

Move over, Brooklyn Heights!
You may have your carriage
houses which have been con-
verted into homes, but Boro Park
has a stable which has been con:
veried into a home. 5815 15th
Avenue was once the stable of a
farm which used 1o be on that
site. Joseph Vella, the present
owner. bought the house in 1947
from the previous owner, who
had converted it into a house
from a stable The stable was on
the ground Noor and the ser-
vants' quarters were on the se-
cond floor. (Evidently they
equated servants with horses in
those days?) In addition to living
1n the house, Mr. Vella operates
a barber shop on the first Moor.

With the current wave of
rencovation 1n Boro Park, it is in-
teresting to note that Boro Park
has been in the process of being
renovated since its very beginn-
ing. when it was 2 community
called Blythebourne. it wan then
a Christian neighborhood. The
Rev. Bayard Snowden had been
appointed Lo serve the Episcopal
church on 14th Avenue and $5th
Street {no longer in existence).

On August 20. 1981 he bought a
house for himself, his wife, and
five children—the Backhouse
Estate, at 55th Street near New
Utrecht Avenue tno longer in ex-
istence). He found it necessary 1o
renovate this house. In Rev.
Snowden’s diary of September
18, 1891 he notes the following:
Cost of house and grounds
$2,500. Alteration of house
1,600.Plumbing 300. Furnsace
and range 268. Painting exterior
of house 155. TOTAL of all
$5.821.
LUCILLE POSNER

We thank Lucille Posner for
her interesting contribution.
Lucille Pogner a member of the
Executive Committee of the
B.P.H.S. waa the chairman of the
Film Featival series at the Boro
Park Public Library in celebra-
tion of the 102/90 anniversary of
Boro Park. She wishes to public-
ly thank the Library Ad-
ministration and the New York
Telephone Company for their
generous co-spensorship of the
successfu) Film Festival. Addi-
tional celebration activities are
planned for the Fall.

CHAZAN YOSSELE
ROSENBLATT

Chazan (Cantor) Yoasele
Rosenblatt is one of the most
famous names in Borough Park
Jewish and general history. It is
intereating that now, over half
a century sfter his death, he is
still remembered foundly by old
Boro Parkers as well as by
others, etc.

1 have done some research on
the famous personality and have
come up with the following infor-
mation. It is especially ap-
propriate, I think, that these
words are being written in the
season preparing for the Yomim
Noraim or ‘High Holy Days'
when the great Cantors perform
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and are ‘in the spotlight”. Soeme !
information about the fameous'
Chazan and an important pheto’
of his signing a contract with the *
First_ Cong. "Anshei sfard' have:
previously appeared in this,
newspaper. but I am trying to:
add information now. that has¢
not been covered to my*
knowledge. :

Chazan Rosenblatt was born at*
Biata-Cierkew, Russia, in 1882.!
At age 8 he and his family were’
expelled from Russia and he then,
performed in Austria, starting,
his career. Later he performed.
elsewhere in Europe and becarme)
famous. In 1911. he came to the-
USA on a visit. and sang at Con-!
gregation Ohev Zedek, 116th
Street. Manhattan, He made'
such an impression on the con- |
gregation that theg did not allow
him to return to Burope and he
became thetr cantor for a good:
number of vears. He became s0-
weil known that. according to
the New York Times. letters
from Europe that were address-
ed simply to  “‘Yossele
Rosenblatt. America™. reached
him promptly.

Chazan Roseblatt was af-
filiated with the first Cong. ‘An-
she sfard” of Boro Park toward
the end of his life; I believe he
came te Boro Park first in 1927
with the aforementioned Cong.
Chazan Rosenblatt commanded
a wage exceptionally high for
that time it seems, as according™
t0 the Brooklyu Eagie, in 1322
he received $15,000, a large sum
then, just for davening {leading
the prayers) for the two days of
Rosh Hashanah and the cne day
of Yom Kippur. For him te be
lured to Boro Park must have re-
quired a Jarge surn of money.
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Chazan Rosenblant died sud-
denly in June 1933, while on a
visit to Israe). He was making a
film there and had also given
some concerts there'on behalf of
Russian Jewry. He was only 51
years old at the time News of his
sudden death was featured pro-
minently in the news, underilin-
ing his fame and prominence.
The Brooklyn Eagle placed the
story on page one its’ edition of
Monday, June 19, 1933. The
story was headlined ‘‘Famed
Cantor Dies of Stroke”, and was
covered beneath a photograph of
the deceased cantor. entitled
*HIS SONG SILENCED". The
story was also front page news in
the Jewish Moming Journal
which carried a lengthy report
on the news wilth relevant
eh as well as subseq ar.
ticles about the deceased.

The New York Times also car-
ried a prominent story on the
obituaries page about the lamed
cantor's passing, in which it was
said, among other things. that
the deceased was the author ol
more than 400 compositions

1 hope that your readers en-
joyed reading this information
about one of the most famous
names of Boro Park’s past, who,
to this day is still remembered
with reverence. Some of hia
songs also are atill circulated
now, over a half century after his
sudden death in Israel. This fact
and information above should

show what e great personality
we are talkiag about..,

B.M. Seleven

We thank Mr. Selevan for his
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very fline contributions and for
his many other research articles.

BORO PARK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY MOVES TO NEW
QUARTERS

The Boro Park Historical
Society together with the Boro
Park Community Council have
moved to new and larger
quarters. The new address is
B.P.H.S. 5223 B, 13 Ave.
Brooklyn N.Y. 11218.

Thanks to Jacque Friedman,
vice pres. for his efforts in com-
pleting the move.

Please help the B.P H S inits
work to research, file, preserve
and publish the history of Boro
Park. You can help by joining
(dues 85 a year), submitting in-
formation or 6 Olvolunteering
your time to help.
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust
August 1988
DESCENDANTS OF FIRST
B8ORO PARKER

DISCOVERED

Near Phil:

Asthises the “"Centenmal Plus

Annjversary Year of the Boro

Park Commumity 901k anniver-
-ary of the namung of Boro Park).

thought 1t would be important
to locate descendants of Electus
Backus Litchfieid. who founded
Boro Park in 1886 Ithen krown
s Blythebourne!

Of course, | did have a clue
where to start Jooking. In 1964
Norman Litchfield, grandson of
Electus Backus, wrote an article
on  the early days of
Blythebourne. which was
published in The Journal aof
Long !sland History. (This ar.
ticle is now in the archives of the
Boro Park Historical Society.) At
the time Norman wrote the arti.
cle. he was livang in Oxford, Con-
necticut, so 1 naturally started to
look for Norman there.

1 called the Oxford talephane
ynformation operator and asked

for the phone number of Norman
Litchlield. She said there was no
listing for Norman Litchfield,
but there was a listing for a Clin-

ton Litchfield. I dialed that '
number and spoke t a man who |
said that his family. although

|

bearung the same last name. was
not related to Norman's famiiy.
I rdentified myself. told him the
Boro Park Historical Society was
searching for deacendents of Nor-
man. and asked if he knew
where 1 could find them. He said
he knew Norman Litchfield had
a daugher, Lydia von Wettberg.
However. she had moved away
from her home in Oxford some
time ago and he had no idea
where to.it could be anywhere.

1 hung up the phone and con-
sidered for about two minutes.
Lydia could have moved
anywhere.-and, by the same
token, she could have moved ta
some other addresas in the same
town, I picked up the phone and

asked the Oxford operator for the
phone number of Lydia von
Wettberg. The operator said
there was no listing for a Lydia.
but there was a listing for a BW.

von Weutberg. | called that
number and spoke to a man who
said that Lydia was a relative of
tis and had moved to upstate
New York some time ago. On re-
quest, he willingly gave my
Lydia’s phone number and ad-
dress. I dialed Lydia’s number
next, but there was no anawer,
At 9:00 a.m. the next morning
I again diated Lydia von Wett--
berg's phone number. A pleasant
voice said “hello.'” | said, “Am 1
speaking to Mrs. Lydia von
Wettberg?' A feeling of great
calm came over me-similar to
the feeling Lindbergh described
when he first saw the tights of
Paris after completing the first
transatlatic flight~aa the voice
replied: “Yes.

Mrs. von Wettberg proved to be,
a charming, intelligent woman.
with a great interest in history.
She has since graciously turned
over to the Boro Park Historical
Society many photographs of the
early days of Boro Park (then
called Blythebourne), some of

[ which will be displayed in our

Anniversary Exhibit at the Boro
Park Library. during the entire
month of November. Mrs. von
Wettberg sent the people of Bore
Park the following letter of
congratulations:

LUCILLE POSNER

TO THE PEOPLE OF BORO

PARK:

Hearty congratulations to you
on the occasion of the Celebra-
tion of the Centennial pius Two
tand the 90th Anniversary of the
naming of Borao Park). | am the
great granddaughter of Electus
Backua Litehfield founder of
Blythebourne, the oldest com-
munity in the area now known
as Boro Park. ! am also the

{Countiawed oa Pyg. 10)

I REMEMBER BORO PARK-
{Continued from Pg. 2)

granddaughter of the Reverend
Robert Bayard Snowden who
was rector of St. Jude's Episcopal
Church which stood somewhere
' the vicimity of the southwest
corner of 14th Avenue and 53th
St

My parents were Norman Lit-
chfield. grandson of Electus. and
Cora Snessden. duaghter of the
Rev. Mr Sncwden. They played
together n Blvtheborne as
vhildren and were married in
1905 in St .Jude’s Episcopal
“hurch o he Ruv Clerence
Durlsn 1.s borm in Brooklvn
11906 [ ¥xnow that 1 did
visit in  Blythebourne' but [
remember utde beyondridingin
a horsecar and gathering pafrs
from the trev 10 my gramdmogher
Litchfield’s front yard. Her hause
was at the southwest carner of
13th Avenue and 55th Sireet.
What 1 really “'remember' of
Blythebourne comes from the
fascinating stones told me by my
parents of their happy ¢hildhood
there. Fortunately those. stores
are to be found in Norman Lit-
chiield’s article on Blythebourne.

i lived for a few years on
Brooklyn Heights and grew up
in Westchester County. A
graduate of Vassar (1927) I
taught for some years in the
Bronxville High School. After
my marriage | lived in Coanec-
ticut where I taught at the Day
Prospect Hill School in New-
Haven and was on ita Ad-
ministrative Stafl. ARec my hus-
band’s desth 1 setthed near my
son and his family here in Cen-
cwral New York.
With all best wishea,
Lydis Litchfield von Wetthery

Our sincere thanks to Lucille
Peaner. member of the Baro Park
Historical Society Executive
Committee for her fascinating
detective wark and very impot-
tunt diamverres We will be hesr-
ing more abous the Litchilald
family and the contributions to
the society by Mrs. Lydis von
Wettberg i future issues.
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Deoar Dr. Kipust,

Following are some additiona)
biographical details about the
distinguished former BORO
PARK resident. HAZZAAN
'CANTOR YOSSELE
ROSENBLATT rexcerpted [rom
his biography published by his
<on. Robbi S. Rosenblatt in
1954).

In 1922 he was asked by the
CHICAGO OPERA COMPANY
to join its staff of singers. He wos
offered $1,000.00 for ench perfar-
mance and assured that he
would NEVER have io perform
on n Sabbath or other Jewish -
heolidays IHis initia) role was to
be thet of ELEZAR in Halevy's
opera, "LA JUIVE”. {Yossele
was then still the Hazzan of the
OHAB ZEDEK synagogue in
Harlem at an annual salsiy of
$12,000.00 and there was NO

_BOPE flor in increase since this
previously prestigious
neighborhood was “changing”
rapidly. Yet he declined this flat.
tering offer becanse it waa con-
sidered "NOT BEFITTING" for
a "SH'LIACH TZIBUR" (Cantor)
whp was leading his congrega-

tion in ils prayers.

Unfortunately, Yossele besides
being a very pious and generous
man, was also a "trusting man®
who had himself “talked into”
sponsoring and unwittingly
assuming personal guarantees
for 1he debts of the "LIGHT OF
ISRAEL" which startedout as a
daily BILINGUAL newspaper
and was widely hailed for its
high level presentations. When
il collapsed only a year later.
Vossele faund himself indebted
to the tune of almost $200,00.00
and Torced inte bankruptey.

In a gallant eflort to pay off
this. huge sum, Yossele went on
extended concert tours and even
sang in “vaudeville”. Some very
nld BORO PARKERS may still
remember his recitations in a
long since extinct cinema on
NEW UTRECHT AVE. between
46th and 47th Streets. His plight
had then become even more op-
pressive because the OHAB
ZEDEK had “persuaded” him to
resign his position as their Can.
tor. (Their old building was emp-
tying out rapidly and their new
site was slill under conatraxcsany
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Therefore he greatly welcomed
the offer of his friend. Max
Jonas. 1who was an officer of
Congregation Anshe Sfard) to
seltle in Boro Park. Indeed Max
Jonas, even arranged to have
two apartments at 15th Avenue
and 47th Street combined
because HAZZAN and Mrs.
Rosenblatt were the proud
parents of Bchildren and most of
them were still staying with
them. For a while Yossele con-
tinued with his concerts and he
even toured Europe. However, he
was soon forced to curtail his
“outside activitiea™; because his
strength was beginning to ebb.
In 1520 he resigned his position
with ANSHE SFARD because
due to the 1329 STOCK
MARKET crash he was no
longer able to receive his salary.

Undoubtedly during his
relotively short stay, Yoesele
was inspired by the growth of the
Boro Park Jewish community
and the community waa inapired
by his NIGGUNIM {(songs) which
can still be heard during the
High Holidays and also during
the year in many synagogues all
over the world.

Very truly yours,
Joseph Wechsler

We wiah 10 thank Mr. Joseph
Wechsler, a previous contributor
to these columns, for his in-
teresting letter and information.
Dear Dr. Kipust,

Anna Siege! wan born in Boro
Park at the beginning of the can-
tury and is stil] going atrong, full
of life and living with her active
husband at 1528-49th St. I've
asked her several timea to sub-
mit an article for your famous
colurnn 'l Remember Boro
Park"™. J am eocloaing the follow-
ing article which ahe wrote and '
»m hoping ahe will write more
about her memories of Boro
Park.

Shalom Exther Kane
Dear Dy. Kipust,

A poet ance wrote:-

“How dear s my heart are the ¢
days of my childheod when fond |
recollectiona presents them to
view.” *

~

S

The streets of Baro Park were
lined with trees and walking was
50 relaxing even at night

We had guite a few moving pic-
ture houses. During the summer
months we used to attend the
open air movies at night. One
was situated on 43rd Street and
12th Avenue. The ather on 46th
Street and New Utrecht Avenue.
Young couples would bring their
baby carviages and park them in
the lobby. The parent was given
a ticket and a duplicate stub
placed on the carriage. if the
baby awoke a signal would be
Nashed on the screen so the
parent would be notified ta hurry
out and hush their darling back
to slumber.

The “Boro'” formerly on 51st
Street and New Utrecht Avenue
had ‘“country night”’ every
Thursday. A set of chins waa in
the lobby an i as we paid admis-
sion we were presented with a
dish. Occasionally. ing an ex-
citing part we woulahear a diah
drop ta the floor. The audience
cheered and were mare cautious
in holding on to their aown
souvenier.

Cur aim was to complete a set

of dishes and follow up on serials.

Those were the happy daya.
Anne Siegel

Our sincere thanks to Mrs.
Estherkane, a frequent con-
tributor 1o these columns and ta
the Boro Park Historical Socie-
ty, for her help and inapiration.
Our thanks also to Mrs. Anne
Siegel for her intereating
membries of Boro Park, we hope
there will be many more.
HISTORICAL S8O0CIETY"

NEEDS HELP

Please help the B.P.H.9. maat
ita amall budget. You can help by
becoming s member and paying
the nominal dues of $5 a year
and ar making s small contribu-
tion. The BR.P H.S. is very mueh -
in need of funda to halp carry on
its work of researching, presmry-
ing, phatographing and
publishing the history of Ber
Park. It needs your auppart.

Please alao submit photos, ar-
ticles, wnd personal memariea of
the community.

Send materials to the new
addrean.
B.P.HS.
4223 B. 13th Ave.
Brookiyn, NY 41219
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust
CELEBRATION OF BOROD
PARK
ANNIVERSARY
CONTINUES

Additional celebration ac.
tivittes of the Boro Park Com.
mumty Centennial plus two an.
niversary - 90th of the name
Boro Park - will continue in the
Fall. The Boro Park library wall
display another interesting ex.
hibit of Boro Park history,
prepared by Dominic Suplina of
the Boro Park Historical Socie-
ty The month long exhibit in
May of historical photographs,
and other memorabiia was very
well recewved by the library
visitors. Another month long ex:
hibit will be on display in
November. This exhibit will
feature other photographs, ¢lip-
pings and memorablia.

In addition, a Video [ilm
festival of Boro Park will take
place at the Boro Park branch of
the Brooklyn Public Library dur-
ing the first two Sunday after.
noons in November. We have in-
vited descendants of Lhe founders

of Boro Park to this film festival
and will be making ap ap-
propriate presentation. Nber
dignitaries will also be invited to
participate. The two videos made
by the members of the Boro Park ,
Historical Society will be shown. |
The latest video presented at the
general meeting in May was un.
fortunately difTicult to bear
because of the (aulty equipment.
The video tape itself however,
was in excellent condition. It will
be shown again with new and
better equipment. Al} members
of the Communaity, past and pre-
sent, are invited to participate.
Further information will be an-
nounced and membera of the
B.P.H.S. will receive a flyer in
the mail.

FOUNDERS OF BORO
PARK

The following two articles,
researched and written by
Lucille Posner. afficer in the
Boro Park Historical Society, are
very importiant in establishing
vital historical information
about the very beginnings of
Boro Park We thank Ms. Posner
for her interesting and valuable
contributien. LITCHFIELD

FAMILY

When Electus Backus Lit-
chfield founded Boro Park ip
1886 (then named Blythebourne)
he was 73 years old and had
already lived a fuli and active
iife. He was to die only three
vears later.

Electus B. Litchfield

The year 1630 marked the
haginning of the Litchfield fami-
ly's history in the U.S. In that
year (approximately) Lawrence
Litchfield emigrated to the U.S.
from the Coupty of Kent,
England, in search of land for
farming. He settled in Scituate,

19

Mass. Lawurence had one sen
who, io turn, had nine sons, 3o
in time the descendants were
nurperous. Several generations
later the Liwchfield family mov-
ed W Brooklyn. Conn,

In the late 1700's there was a
mass migration from the New
england states to the Weast, by
way of New York State. The Lit-
chfields were part of thia migra-
tion, but instead settled per-
mamently io Central New York
State; first in Delphi, then in
Pompey., and f(inally in
Cazepovia. By 1825, when the
Erie Capal was opened.
Czazznovia waa & bustlisg town.
By that time the Liwchfizlds had
abandoned farming and were
now carpenters and joibers.

{Continued oo a‘;) =i
I ®"EMEMBER BORO PARK-
(Continued trom Pg. 2)

Elisha Litchfield. father of
Electus B.. was elected to the
New York State Assembly and
subsequeptly represented his
district in Congress.

In 1836 Electus B. had married
Hannah Maria Breed: three sons
and one daughter were born ta
the couple.

At first Electus B. worked in
his father's retai] store and then
joined a brother in his business
in Cazenovia In 1844 Electua B,
as s0 many have done befare and
since. moved to Manhattan and
cpenad 1 whalesale grocery
business.
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Ongirally the only means of
travel across the US. was by
stagecoach or covered wagon. By
the mid. LRQO’s track were being
laid chrough the Middle West.
The golden age of railroads was
just hewvinning and. for a man of
Eleciu: B:.kus' dnve and
business acumen. this opportuni-
ty was lun good o resist. He.
alnag with his brother, Edwin
Clark. became involved in finan-
cing and managing railroads in
the Middle West. They were
among the people who were in-
sirumental in opening up the
Middle West. Electus B, and his
oldest son. Willimm. moved 10 the
Mid-West,; two towns are named
after them: Litchfield, 1llincis
and Litchfield, Minnesota. At
the same time, Electus B.
developed railroads and was ac-
live in real estate, both in
Brooklyn.

Electus B. moved back 1o New
York to pursue business oppor:
tunities and in 1BB6 formed the
West Brooklyn Land & Improve.
ment Company and bought land
in the old Dutch town of New
Uirecht, on the site of the pre-
sent Born Park., He named the
town Blythebourne, after his
former summer home on Long
Island. His experience with
railroads had made him aware of
the importance of good transpor-
tation, and one of his first movea
was to buy and develop Gun-
ther's Railroad which ran
through the area. He repamed it
the Brookiyn, Bath & Weat End
Railroad. This railroad is the
direct anceator of the former
West End and current B line.

His son, William, had remain-

ed in St. Paul, Mian. where he
was Vice President of @ bank and
owned the St Psul fron Foundry.
In the financial troubles of the
1870's William auffered heavy
lossea and succumbed to his
father's persuasions and maved
with his family to N.Y.C. In 1888
William took the job as
Superintendent of the
Blythebourne development and
moved there.
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Electus B. and his wife, Han-
nah, were intelligent and loving
people and had a happy mar-
riage. His interests were
centered in his church (Bapuist}
and other charitable endeavors.
His son William had a long and
happ> marriage to Emily Pope,
who bore him six children.
William was ""A man who never
lost calmness when trouble
came... a man of gentle courtesy
w »ll.." as his son Norman

wrote. William was liked and
respected by his workingmen.
His interests centered around hia
farpily and church (St. Jude's
Episcopal in Blythebourne). His
business failure had made him
aware of the necesnity of profes-
siona) training and be made sure
his three sons had a professional
education. Two sons became
engineers and one became an
architect.

William died in 1901 and his
wife, Emily, died in 1908 at her
home io Blythebourne.

Witliam's son, Norman, work-
ed for the New York City Inter-
boro Subway (IRT) for some
years; William’'s son, Percy,
worked on the construction of the
N._Y.C._subways; William’'s son,
Electus Darwin, was well-known
archilect practicing in Manhat-
tap and waa President of the
Municipal Art Society from 1932
to 1937, In this capacity he was
influential in preserving many
architecturally important
buildings. He was the architect
for the naw St. Jude's Episcopal
Church building erected in
Blythebourne in 1904 (no longer
in existence).

Norman also was a warm and
family-orientad man. He married
Cora Snowden, daughter of the
Rev. Robert B. Snowden, rector
of St. Jude's Episcopal Church in
Biythebourne. He was a calm
and courtecua gentleman, who
got on well with pecple in all
walks of life, a man whaose opi-
nions and sound advice were
often scught. Hia marriage was
long and happy and the couple
had Lhree daughters. He enjoyed
music, literaturs, and family and
local histary.

Lydia Litchfield von Wettberg.
Norman's daughter, lives in Cen-
tral New York State, near her
son. Norman, his wile, Merle,
and her two young granchildren,
Eric and Rachel. She is a retired
French teacher: her intereets are
reading. especially history, at
tending concerts, arts. and
gardening. We thank her for her
graciousness in allowing hersell
1o be interviewed and verifying
the facts in this article.
LUCILLE POSNER
COWENHOVEN FAMILY

At the time Boro park wns
founded in 1886, and for some
years intoe the 20th ceniury,
there were four Cowenhoven
farms in Boro Park. Garret Peter
Cowenhoven's (arm, at 18th
Avenue and 52nd Street, waa oc-
cupied by him and his wife until
1927, when he died and the farm
was sold.

Garret's wife, the former
Roseabel Beck, died in 1948 The
couple lived with Garret'a un-
married sister, Catherine (called
Kate) until her death in the ear-
ly 1900°s. Kate was a great and
enthusiastic family and local
historian, when Mra Bangs
wrote her siandard reference
book, The History of New
Utrecht, ahe conaulted freguent-
ly with Kate.

All Cawenhovens (somatimes
spelled Kouwenhoven or other
variationsl are descended from
the same anceetor, Wolfert
Kouwenhoven, a farmer who
emigrated from Holland. In 1636

Wolfert was the (irst person ta
buy land from the Indians on
Long laland. He named his pro-
perty Amersfoort, afler s city in
Holland. This was one of the five

- towns which later made up the

city of Brooklyn. After the
English conquered New Amaster-
dam they renamed the area
Flatlands,
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56 Kouwenhovens served in
the Continental Army during
the Revoluntionary War Lt. Col.
Nicholas Cowenhoven served in
the RHings County Mihtia. He
‘L as arrested on August 28, 1776
e tnarzed wath oving infor-
matina 10 the Britizh. The spy.
inZ va: aNleged 14 nave taken
place sren the Kings County
Militva was quarcered in
Haylem H:s defense was that
General Washingion had in fact
asked hwm to cotlect information
for the Continental Army and
z)so that he had edvanced much
money o American patriots dur-
ing the War, most of which had
never been repaid. His case was
never brought ta trmal. No
wonder, he had a yood luwyer --
Alexander Hamilton! Nicholas
remained in New Utrechi lor the
duration of the War. AFter the
War. public apinion changed and
he was entrusted with impottant
offices: he died »n 1793.

1 interviewed Catherine
Cowenhoven Scarborough,
granddaughter of Garret. Her
mother was Karolyn, Garret's
daughter. Mrs. Scarborough
grew up in Flatbush, graduated
from Brooklyn College, and
holds a Masteras Degree in
English hterature. She lives in
Wilmington, Delaware. She is an
avid tennis player and enjoys
needlework and gardening. She
reads regularly mainly
biographies and history. She has
two daughters, Sarah apd
Karolyn, and i3 the grandmother
of two.

We thank Tom Prendergarst,
Editor of the Kouwenboven
Family Association newsletter
for giving us much information
on the early years of the
Kouwenhovens and thank Mrs,
Catherine Cowenhoven Scar.
borough for giving us this inter-
view and for her kind con-
gratulatory jetter, which followa.

Congratulations to the people
of Boro Park on their 1020nd An-
niversary (the 90th anniversary
of the name of Boro Park).

1 am the granddaughter of Gar-
ret Peter Cowenhoven who lived
on a [arm at 18th Avenue. He

_,.h, PR M2

was born December 7, 1846 and
bived on the farm with his wife
Rosabel Beck until his death in
1927. They were married in 1893
and had three children: two
daughters, Catherine and
Karolyn, the latter being my
mother. and a son, Peter
Cowenhoven.

Also living with them at 18th
Avenue and 52nd Street waa
Garret Cowenhoven's sister,

* Catharine, known as Kate.

I am delighted to be a part of
your celebratian.

Sincerely,

Catbarine Cowenhoven

Secarborough

Cowenhoven House Old New Utrecht Road and 49th
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St. - Circa 1890

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEEDS HELP

Please help the BP H.S. meet
its small budget. Yowcan help by
becoming a member and paying
the nominal dues of 85 a year
and or making a small contribu-
tion. The B.P.H.S. is very much
in need of funds to help carry on
1ts work of researching, preserv-
ing, nhotographing and

publishing the history of Bor
Park. [t needs your support.
Please a)so submit photos, ar-
ticles, and personal memories of
the community.
Send materials to the new
address:
BPHS.
5223 B. 13th Ave,
Brooklyn, NY 11219
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Dr. Philip J. Kipust
BORO PARK VIDEO

Rerrember to join the Boro
Park Historieal Society and com.
munity for video filrmns of Boro
Park, The videos of Boro Park
history, prepared by the
B P.H.5., will be shown on the
first two Sundays of November
at the Boro Park Public Library,
1265 437d Street. Ong video will
be shown on Noveraber 6 and one
on November 13, both at 1:30
p-m., as part of the special an.
niversary celebration of Boro
Park.

CROPSEY FAMILY

At the uime Boro Park was
founded in 1B86. and for some
years into the 20th Century, two
Cropsey sisters lived on their
tarm, which was located in the
area near 54th Street and 13th
and l4th Avenues.

These sisters, and in [act a))
Cropseys. descanded from Joost
and Johannes Cropsey, two
brothers who sertled in Grave.
sand in £652. The brothers, who

were farmers, fled Germany to
escape service in the army, and -
went to Holland and then to
Gravesend. The family name
was originally Casparse but .
through misspellings evoived in- ,
to Cropsey.

Sometime after settling in
Gravesend the brothers married:
Johannes to Marie Theunis and
Joost to Catherine Lathie.
Cropsey Avenue in Bensonhurst
is named for the brothera: one
brother lived at one end of
Cropsey Lane (23 it was then
cajled) and the other brother at
the other end. Their joint
farmland was in the middle.

Alexander Henry Cropsey
served in the Continental Arroy
during the Revolutionary War
and Cropseys have fought in
every American war since.

Glenn Cropsey, whom 1 inter-
viewed, is a direct descendant of
Joosy, That Ybranch of the
Cropseys had moved upstate.
Glenn's grandfather, Elmer,
moved back to Brooklyn (to re-
join the Brooklyn Cropseys) in

1890 from Forrestport, New
York, when hia job eleaning beer
pipes in bars had suffered a
decline (evidently due to a tem.
porary decrease in beer consump-
tion). Elmer had seven children,
one of whom was Walter,
Glenn'a father. Walter served in
four U.S. wars: during World
War | he was in the army, and
in World War [, the Korean and
Vietnam Wars be served in the
Mearchant Marines!

* NOYEMBER 3, 1988 * BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS

Notable among the prominent
Cropseys is Jasper Cropsey.
famous artist of the Hudson
River Schoal who lived in
Hastings. New York There was
Judge James Crapsey, who serv-

ed in Brooklyn Criminal Court
from about 1310 through the
1920°s,

Glenn Cropaey lives in
Brooklyn and is eroplaoyed in the
Micro Graphics Department of

the New York City Court. He
said that rhe interests of the
Crapseys are extremely varied:
however, many have had
something ic. do with the seain
various cap-cities: servingi e
Navy., Mer nant Marine, atc.
Moast of the « copseys have liked
Lo read, (lenn also enjoys
reading, especially history and
books on different relighons. His
hobbies are photogrephy eand
watching baseball and hockey.
He is active in his church, St.
James Lutheran in Gerviteen
Beach.

We thenk him for giving us
this information on the Cropsey

tContinued on pg. 8)
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Family ang for his congratulatory
leccer, which (ollows.

Lucille Posner
Dear Neighbors:

On behall of the Cropsey famr.
I¥ of Brookiyn. I want 1o express
my heartiest congratulations to
Boro Park on 1he occasion of its
Centennial Year Ptus 2, and on
the 90th Anniversary of the
naming of Boro Park as a
neighborhood.

The Cropseys first came to
Brooklyn from Holiand in 1652,
Since that time, a Cropsey has
residea 1n Broekiyn, and
members of our family have been
employed in a number of occupa-
tions, from farming to court
judge. Cropsey Avenue, once
known as Cropsey Lane, was
formerly a road leading to a farm
owned by a member af my (ami.
ly. History also tells us twa
Cropsey sisters once hved in
Boro Park.

We Cropaeys take pride in the
history of Brooklyn, and hope
future generations will be aware
of the honorable history of our
borough, end its distinctive
neighborhoods such as yours.

Sincerely,
Glenn E. Cropsey

We thank Lucille Posoer, of-
ficer in the Boro Perk H.S. for
her important research and
valuable contributiops.

JOIN THE B.P.H.S.

Join the Boro Park H.8., duea
$5 per year (retired $3.). Help ua
research, photograph, preserve
and publish the history of this
important, interesting and uni-
que community. While our new
quarters are being renovated
please send mail w B.P.H.S.
1558-45 Street, Brooklya, NY
11219.

BORO PARK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY TO HONOR
FAMILY OF FOUNDER

BROOKLYN, NY-The Boro
Park Historical Society will
honor the family of the founder of
this noted Brooklyn
neighborhood in a ceremony at
1.30 p.m on Sunday, November
&, 1988. in the Bore Park Library.

Dr. Philip Kipuse, President of
the Historical Saciety, wii! pre-
sent a commemorative award to
Ms. Emily Willis of Park Siope,
Brooklyn. the great-great-
granddaughter of Electus Backus
Lutchfield, who founded Boro
Park 1n 1886.

The ceremony celebrates bath
the Centennial Plus 2 Anniver-
sary of the founding of Baro Park
and the 90th Anniversary of the
introduction of its current name.
(Originally known as
Blythebourne, the name Boro
Park was introduced to a new
development in 1898.)

The event al the library, located
at 1265 43rd Street in Broaklyn,
will be highlighted by a videa
festivel featuring scenes of
historic Boro Park institutions
and greetings by State Senator
Martin Solomon and
Assemblyman Dov Hikind

A collectinn of patographs of the
neighborhood will be on display
at the Librory from Nouvemberl
through November 30, 1988. The
photographs were donated o the
Boro Park Historieal Society by
the Litchfield family and by Mra
Catherine Cowenhoven Scar-
borough, the granddaughter of
Garret Peter Cowenhoven,  pro-
minen: Dutch farmer who lived
in the area

The event ia free to the public
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

AL DEL GAUDIO-
BARBER AND MORE

Way back in the days of yore,
on my way o what was then call-
ed the West End train, [ used to
pass a barber shop at 1277.49th
Streer. -

Several months ago, I became
acquainted with a beautician
named Lola Del Gaudio. it was
her husband, Al, who had own.
ed that shop and she had opened
a Beauty Parlor next door to him
at 1279 49th Street.

In the course of conversing
with her about "'0Old Boro Park”
she Wwold me that her husband,
Alfred, affectionately called “Al"
by one and all who knew him,
had been the barber for many of
the prominent men ino this area.
His shop was opened in 1938 and
eventua;ly became, due to his
personality, the “in"™ place for
men to have their hair cut.

Lola‘s reminiscenses were so
interesting and vivid, that | ask-
ed her to put into writing, the

stories she had told me, 50 that
othera could read and appreciate
the many good deeds Al had per-
{ormed (or the people who lived
in Boro Park.

Lola waas a little hesitant about
writing the story herself, so she
asked me 10 do it for her. Both
she and Terry, who now own thae
Beauty Shop, supplied all the
necessary nameas and datea, and
I took over the enjoyable task of
compiling all the data inta an
orderly and interesting article.

FORMER 13 AVE.
MERCHANTS

Alfred Del Gaudio, “Al" to all
his customers and [riends,
bought the Barber Shop in 1938.
Some of the most prominent peo-
ple in Boro Park at that time,
patronized him. You ‘eold
timers'” will recognize the names
of the shopa, whose owners were
Al'a customers.

Most of theme storna are no
longer in existence, but they
were mainly situated on 13th
Avenus, except for a few lika
‘“The Town and Country Club’*
which waa located at, Flathash

Avenue and Avenue U. Ben
Maksik, a “Boro Parker,” who
had gorwn up here, waa the pro-
prietor, and Al used to cut his
hair.

Among the 13th Avenue
stores, were Waldman's Haber.
dashery, Weintraub's Dress
Shop, Bushell's Dress Shop and
Miller's Appetizing Store. Also,
the Linden Shopa, Bunnyland,
Chapeaux de Mode and
Skiloviz's Delicatsssen Store.
Do the namen of these shopa ring
a “ball”? [f so resd on.

Also among Al's following
were the owners of thess stores:
The Famous Restsyrant, when it
was owned by Mesare. Baicher,
Grosaberg and Friedberg, Bevy's

Dress Shop, The Colony Shop
and the Rainbow Shop, Lo nsme
s few, and Meyer's Ice Cream
Parlor, where those who were
thirsty or had a "aweet tooth”

would meet.

Al Fromme, of Lane's Drug
Store. The Dube Family from
Park Surgical Simpeon'sdewelry
Shop, Sidney Saperstein, director
of the Infants Home, Sidney
Whittman from the Menorah
Temple andthe Goldberg Fami-
1y, who own Baro Park Tobacco
Ca., where all Al'a customers.

Many doctors from the
neighborhood patronired Al too.
Some of them are: Dr. Schmurer,
who just recently retired, aftar
more than 65 years as a podiatri-
cian, Dr. Merriam, Dr. Mitchell,
Dr. Taglianetti, who alao retired
this past year, after serving as a

(Continned on» Page B}

1 REMEMBER BORO PARK-
{Continued from Pyg- 2)
family doctar, Dr. Fineman, the
Podiatrist and Dr. Kramer, the
dentist, to name & few.

Rabbi Baruch Silverstain,
“Rabbi Emeritus” of Temple
Emanu-E!, and Rabbi larael
Schorr of Temple Betb-El, alao
used Al a» their barber. Even
Sandy Koufax of bassball fama,
Alan Dale, tha singer and Bud.
dy Hackett, the comadian, had

their hair cut by him Wwa. 4 « -

AL'S POPULARITY

Now to come 1o the reasons
why Al was so popular and well
liked in Bora Park. He perform
ed haircuis for the children in
the “Infants Home" for 25 years,
“gratis”, and received a plaque
for his services.

Every year. \n December, he
would hire a “horse and buggy*’
and dresa up like “Santa Claus*.
He gave ridea to the children in
the area, including those in The
Infants Horne. Children from the
““Home™, sged 3 to & years old,
used to come to Al'a store on bia
birthday, snd would give him
“original' cards that they had
made themselvea. Al would hang
them ap on the walla of his shop

When there wnsa a driva for
“laraeli Bonds,” Al sold the most ¥
in this aren and won a trip to
Lsrsel. He in turn. turned over *
the prize to a young Rabbi.

THE SWEET SIXTEENS

A club called “The Sweet Six.
teens’’, because it consisted of B
couples was formed in the early
'40's. It's members were all air-
raid wardens and Al waa very ac
tive in the club.

Those people wha were
members of “The Sweet Sixteen”
were: Mike Trotzman, and his
wile Panline. He wan preaident
of Bapker's Trust, which was
located where Bank Leumi is
now, Ban Cooperman, a famaus
lawyer in Boro Park, at that
time, and his wife, Jane. Ben,
later became president of B'Nai
B'rith; Toby and Sam Meazure
who were active in Maimonides
Hospital; Marty Bloom, a detec-
tive, and his wife; Marty and
Iren e Swilinger; Julie and
Roslyn Gilman; Mirriam *
Aronowitz and bher husband, who
owned the “Cotton Jhop'; and of
course, Al and his wife, Lola. ;
They all remsined good frienda
for over 30 years, and the “Club” .
diasolved only because several of
the members moved to other
areas and some passed on.
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Al suffered a stroke in 1973, at
which time his store was soid to
a Mr. Blum. who still owns it to-
day. A} died in 1982,

The story does not end here,
because Lola, Al's wife, is alive
and well and works part time in
the Beauty Shop. which she
opened next door Lo Al's Barbe:
Shop in 1940, 2 years after Al
started his career as a hair cut-
ter. After 2 years in 1942, Lola
moved her shop upstairs because
her business was booming and
she needed more room.

AL'S KIDDIE TRIM

Al took over the ground level
shop and called it, ""Al's Kiddie
Trim."” The boys shop contained
fire engines, horses and
atrplanes. The children sat in
one of these while he cut their
hair. When those children grew

up, they brought their children
in for haircuts, even theugh they
lived outside the ares.

Al was like a father to the boys
who frequented his shop and
they came to him with their pro-
blems. Many of them were plac-
ed in joba, because Al interced-
ed for them among his many ac-
guaintences. These teenagerns
referred to him as “Uncle AL”
ACTIVE IN JEWISH

AFFAIRS

Al, although he was not of the
Jewish faith, was active in
Jewish affairs. He was made a
member of ‘“The Knights of
Pythias™ and “B’Nai Brith". He
was chosen “Man nf the Year” by
B'nat Brith, for which he receiv-
ed a plaque in 1859.

Lola moved her upstairs Beau-
ty Shop downstairs again in
1976, to where Al's Kiddie Trim
had been. After 2 years she had
to retire to take care of her bus-
band. Terry, her assistant, who
had started to work for Lola
when she was 15 years old and
continued working for her for 24
years, bought the shop from her
1n 1978 and renamed it, "Terry's
Beauty Hut.”

Some of you. who are “'Old
Time Boro Parkers,” will
recognize the names of those
women, who still frequent the
shop. They are. Lenore Resnick,
Mrs. Grundt, Sylvia Neuman,
Ida Shakin, Lillian Richmond
and Rose Hershkowitz, to name
a few.

Terry is still popular in Boro
Pack and a naw genersiion is
now patronizing her shop; where
Lola still comes in on Thursdays
and Fridays, to lend a hand.

1 hope you readers get as much

of a thrill from reading this arti-
cle as I did in the course of
writing it.

If nostalgia brought a tear to
your eyes and a smile to your
lipa, then it was well worth-the
writing.

Thelma Fox
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P.S. Subsequent to my finishing
the above article. Lola brought to
me a batch of more than 25 let-
ters, sent o her husband, Al, by
such well-known people as Judge
Frank Samansky, Samue] Fine,
President Emeritus of Temple,
Emanu-E]l in November 1963,
and Eetelle Rodman, President
of the Boro Park Division of the
Jewish Chronic Disease Hoepital
in 1963. Much to my amazement
and surprise, [ saw the name of
my beloved deceased aunt, Ella
Jonas Linn, listed as the founder
of the Borg Park Division of this
hospital.

Many people wrote letters to
Al thanking him for the many
rifts of doils, stuffed animals and
other merchandise which he
solicited from the manufac-
turers, and gave to childrens
“"homes"’ hospitals aod
charitable organizations. These
organizations raised money by

. selling the articles, which Al

donated, at bazaars, and other
fund raising activities. [t mat-
tered not to him what the
religion of the institutions were
for he served both Christian and
Jewish organizations alike.

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

AWARD

Ben Cooperman, President of
the Boro Park Lodge of B'Nai
Brith in 1958, was instrumental
in seeing to it that Al received
the tribute he deserved. On
January 28, 1959, “Uncle”
Alfred Del Gandio was honored
ag the “Citizen of the Year™, at
the Boro Park Y.M.H.A. This
award was made annually by the
Lodge to s representative
member of the community, who
in their opinion, best exemplified
good citizeaship and the spirit of
brotherhood.

T could go an and on mention-
ing the nated peaple who sent let-
ters to Al, because he waa sa lov-
ing and giving. However, there
i3 not roam enough in this arti-
cle to list all these people, moat
of whom were active in Boro
Park during the 1950's and
1960's.



26

Before [ end this truer than fic-
tion story, let me say that what
astounded me the maost about
this man, who was 30 unassum-.
ing, was what 1 read in an ex-
cerpt from the Journal-
American, written on January 6,
1959. It told about why Alfred
Del Gaudio was Lo be honored
with an “Outstanding Citizen of
the Year™ award.

Not only had Al performed all
the services | mentioned, from
the kindness of his heart, but he
had also done one special and ex-
ceptional feat, For three years, as
a sympathetic member of the
Israeli underground, “Hagana",
Al collected uniforms and guns,
brought back by the G.L'e and
turned them over to that
organization!

On that note, I leave you all to
wonder and ponder that a “"mere
mortal” 56 quiet and modest, was

pable of plishing all
these extracrdinary deeds in one
lifetime.

Thelma Fox

We thank Thelma Fox, oificer
in the Bora Park Historical
Society for her interesting
research and beautiful article.

CONSUL GENERAL OF
THE NETHERLANDS

The following con-
gratulatory message waa sent
to the Boro Park Historieal
Society by the Consul General
of the Netherlands, We thank
bim for his interest and
gracious message.

Dear Dr. Kipust,

Altbough the pame “Boro
Park” does pot immediately
ring 2 bell with the Dutch
community and the Dutch
decendants in New York,
New Utrecht, the name of the
town situated in the same
area as Boro Park, reminds
all of ua of the brief though
important period of Dutch
rule In its colony of New
Netherland.

1t fills us with pride that the
inhabitants of Boro Park feel
themselves to be the spiritual
decendants of the Dutch
farmers who lived in the area
1 would like to congratulate
the Boro Park Historical
Society on jta Centannial Plus
2 Anniveraary. 1 hope ite ac-
tivities wil) coptinue to keep
the awarenesa of the popula-
tion of Boro Park of its Dutch
roots alive.
Sincerely,
Adriep F. Tieleman
Conaul Geperal of
the Netherlands
SCARBOROUGH VISITS
BORO PARK
EXHIBIT
Catherine Cowenboven

Scarborough, granddaughter
of Garret Peter Scarborough,
who had his farm on what is
Dow 352nd Street and 18th
Avenue, visited Boro Park on
November Sth. She travelled
to Brooklyn from her home in
Delaware to visit the Boro
park Historical Soeiety’s
photographic exhibit at the
Boro Park Library. This ex.
hibit (which was shown dur-
ing the month of November,
1988) contained many 1890
photographs of Boro park,
many of which were donated
to the Boro Park Historical
Society by Mrs. Scarborough.
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She waa accompanied by her
husband, Howard, and her
frienda, Mr. and Mrs. Bennet
Smith. Alao present were
Lucille Posner and Baruch
Selevan of the Boro Park
Historical Society and Ed-
ward Jellin and John Latin of
the Boro Park Library. Mra.
Scarborough viewed the ex-
hibit and pronounced It
“msarvelous.”

Thie visit marked another
activity in this year's Special
Anniversary celebration of
the Boro Park Community.

Another montb long
photographic exhibit of Boro
Park will be displayed in the
Boro Park Library during the
mooth of March 18898.
HELP PRESERVE THE

HISTORY
OF B.P.

Submit information of your
own memories and personal
histories, photos and other
memorablia. Join the B.P.
Historical Society, dues $5 per
year, Help preserve, research
and publish the history of this
interesting and dynamic com-
munity. Send to B.P.H.9. -
*1568-45th St. 11218.

HISTORICAL EVENT

Taken 11/W88 at Baro Park Library Jeft to right John Fadin,

Bennett Bmith, Catharine Cowenhoven Becarborough, Lucile
Foenee, Bureck Selgwma, Howssd Searberouyh, Edward
]

dablia Dieoan

DY iLosse
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust
GLORIA KATZBERG

While talking with Dr. Kipust
about how | enjoy the
reminiscence with the articles on
Boro Park, he suggested that 1
write some of my owmn memories
too. So here goes:

QOur conversation was about
the old israel Zion hospital
which today is Maymonides, |
was born there and there was on-
ly the main building at that
time. Acroes the street, where
the Aaron Bldg., and others are
now, there was a small building
that had housed the nurses, this
later became the Maternity
Pavillon, before expansion. Next
to this building was an enclosed
yard with trees. | recall that I
was told that the trees were
“ether trees.” | always smelled
of ether when 1 passed going to
school and coming home and [
used to run by because of the
odor.] don't know if there were
really ether trees, but this ia my
recotlection. On the side of the

maip building on 45th Street bet-
ween 9 & 10 Ave,, there was an
enclosure with benches, which
was alse the entlrance to the
clinic at that time.

I remember when the dedica-
tion of the new building tock
place: There were great crowds
and speakera. The work for the
takeover of Maimonides had
stopped [ believe because of the
lack of workera due to the 2nd
World War. When the dedication
finally occurred, I was in the au-
dience. There were seats out in
the street across the gutter and
stands with speakers there as
well. The community all twned
out as it was a very important
event at that time for the health
needs of the neighborhood. My
late husband Edward, took pic-
tures of the event and I enclosed
them for you 1o look at.

I was born and resided at 5309
Ft. Hamilton Parkway as a lit-
tle girl. My parents had a small
grocery store at 5309 Ft.
Hamilton Parkway. When the
store was cloged in 1932 we mov-

ed to 5305 Ftit. Hamilton
Parkway. Today it would have

been called a little supermarket,

as there was not only groceries
sold, but fruit and vegetables
and smoked foods. 1 ramember
people buying milk by the pit-
cher, which was brought from
home. Butter came in tubs and
waa cut to the customer's needs.
In fact, cheeses, and all dairy
products were handled in this
manner. Our living quarters
were in the back of the store.
Across the street from our store
was a small church. I remember
playing on the ateps and being
chased by the puns. My mother
used to send baskets of food on
holidays to them and they were

customers. One day when look-
ing out of the apartment window,
when the church was being
changed into the monastery it is
today, | was frightened out of my

wits. They had put a stgtuette in

and it was lit, it looked like it
wag a living person moving.
Naturally as a small child thia
was quite frightening, not know-
ing of the changea taking place.
‘When I told my mother, she ex-
plained what I had seen and I
was comforted. Today, where a
little inconsequential church had
stood, a large impressive
monastery takes up a complete
block. No nuna or priests are
vigible.
| Acroes from this store and
church waa e vacant lot. I used
to play there. Then it was turn-
ed into» the 53rd Street
playground. I spent many haopy
{Continued on Page B)
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hours playing there as a school
girl. No: (ar from this park is
Public School 160. 1 attended
this school and graduated in the
6th grade, as did my son, David,
and my daughter, Lorraine. We
all mude the Rapid Advance and
waui .0 Pershing J.H.S. 220 on
9th Avenue. It was a wonderful
school at the time, and it had the
most beautiful of a)l graduations
of all the schosls that | or my
children had attended in |
Brooklyn..
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My older sister. Adele. had told
me that she was dying to go to
this school, as it had been erected
in her time. Unfortunately. she
did not have the good fortune to
attend it.

After the war, housing was
very hard to come by in all the
boroughs. Most of the newly
weds lived with their parents. |
did too. Wanting a place of our
own. and my husband getting &
job in Jamaica, we moved ito
Frush'ng. I was very lonely and
(elt »a though I was in a foreign
land. After the birth of my son,
we moved hack to brooklyn and
good ald Bero Park, and I am still
here at 5601 14th Avenue. To me
it will always be home.

Gloria Katzherg. nee Sorin

We tnank Gloria Katzberg for
sharing her interesting
memories with us,

BORO PARK
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBHATION

A very succes sful anniversary
celebration of the founding of
Boro Park took place on
November 6. 1988 at the Boro
Park branch of the Public
Library. A capacity crowd was
privileged to see the new video
presentation of Boro Park and
witness the apecial presentation
to Emily Willis, the great, great
granddaughter of Electus B. Lit-
chfield the founder of the Boro
Park community. The par.
ticipants were also privileged to
hear Senator Martin Soloman.
extend greetings and desacribe
his own interestin community
histories. Senator Solomon has
been ¢xtremely helpful to the
Boro Park Historical Society and
has made much of its work and
activities possible.

Special thanks te Lucille
Posner, corresponding secretary
of the B.P.H.S., who was chair-
man of these avents, for her
dedicated work. Special thanks
also to the Boro Park branch of
the Brooklyn Publie Library for
co-sponaoring these anniversary
celebration meetings and photf
exhibits. Another photo exhibit
of Boro Park history wil .b!
displayed at the library during
the month of May, 1989.
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The following letters received
in reference Lo these celebrations
are self explanatory.

DEAR DR. KIPUST,

On November 6 and 13, the
Boro Park Historical Society
sponsored a free video festival
celebrating the Centennial Plus
2 anniversary of the Boro Park
community and the 90th an-
niversary of the Boro Park name.
On both days a very pleasant
affernoon was enjoyed immense-

Iy by all those present. As a
special feslure of this celebra-
tion, a commemorsative award
was presented to Emily Willia,
great, great granddaughter of
Electus Backus Litchfield,
founder of Boro Park. Needless
to say, all the time and eifort put
. in 1o ge1 as much past informa-
lion has been a very intricate
task. Our thanks 1o all the
wonderful people who research.
ed and worked 3o hard. We of
B.P.. who have been in this area
for over 60 years and have wat.
ched the many changes. to vs
and to everyone present the
video film brought back so many
fond memories.
Msany thanks te you Dr.
Kipust, and 1o all the iine siaff

for their uncenasing effii e nt al} -

times to bring the B.P. history
with the wonderful itema,
especially *]1 Remember Baro
Fark.™ to the entire community.
With warmest regards and coa-
tinved succesa in all your
endeavora,
Sincersly,
Esther Kare
P.S. A special thanks ta the Bare
Park Library for co-aponsoring
the meetinges.
THANK YOU
To The People of Borough
Park, Brooklyn
and the
Boro Park Himtorical Soclety:
Om bebalf of the membera of
the Van Kouwenhoven-Conover |,
Family Association, 1 send
greetings and congratulatons on
the anniversary of your com.
munity being known as Borough
Park. We are aware of the fact
that several descendants of the
progenitor of our family in -
America, Wolfert Gerritaé Van :
Kouvwenhaven, lived and farmed '
in the area now known ae
Boravgh Park.

We are pleased also to know
that the present-day residents of
your community are continuing
the strong family traditions and
intellectual pursuits that were
characteristics of the former.day
inhabitants of the area.

Best wishea to the entire
Borough Park Community for a
strong and fruitful future.

Elaine Conover Abrahamson

President
Dear Ms. Posner:

Thank you for sharing your
display with the Boro Park
Library Community. The con-
tribution of your time and talent
was appreciated by both stafl
and patrons.

Sincerely,

Jo Chernoff ‘

Librarisn

Denr Dr. Kipust: «
My thoughts were with you

and the Boro Park Historical -
Saciety on Sunday, November
9th as the celebration waa in pro-
gress. That evening I had a
wonderful firet hand account
from my niece Emily Willis who
was thrilled to be the Litchfield
family member to receive the
society’s graciouas com-
memorative award Tha occasion
meant a0 much Lp her that { am
having her keep tha award for a
while to enjoy and display. She
has described it to me in great
detail and will send it to me

eventually. On behaif of the Lit- ;
chiield family 1 send you and the
Historical Sotiety our deepest

thanks and appreciation.

I can’t tell you how much I
have enjoyed learning about the
modern commutnity that is living
in, and working for, the area
where my parents apent their
bhappy childhood and youth. 1 feel
now that 1 have .f‘riends there.
My thanks to all of you for your
friendship ond for all the jn-
teresating information you have
sent me. With sincers thanka
and appreciation,

Lydia Litchfiald

Von Wetiberg
P.S. Lydia Litchfield von Wett.
berg gave the following mcooun-
tof how her great-grandfather
came to receive hisname:

Elisha Litchfisld served in the
War of 1812 undsr Lisutenant
Colonel Electus Backus. Elishy
oamed his second son (Electus
Backns Litchfield) after thia
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friend.
November 12, 1988
Dear Lucille,

Please forgive me for taking so
long to get to my writing desk
Life has been quite hectic this
week.

I¢ is heartening to knaw that
the hard work of the Litchfield
ancestors has met with the
esteem of vou who are living in
what was once Blythebourne.

Thank you for honoring my
family

In the evening on Sunday. !
had 8 long and lovely conversa-
tion with my Aunt Lydis. She
very much enjoyed my account of
how gracious you were to me and
bhow true to lasting values the
work of the Boro Park Historical
Society is.

My mother, Em:lv Litchfield
Knapp. who lives in Miami, was

jumt delighted.

Thank you, Lucille, for taking
such 2ood care of me and for

making me feel so weleomed.

My best to you and to the
BPHS, Emily K. Willia

CORRECTION

We would like 1o correct an er-
ror which appeared in laat
month's issue, Catherine
Cowenhoven Scarboraugh is the
granddaughter of Garret Peter
Cowenhaven.

THANK

CONTRIBUTORS
Our thanks to all the above
who submitted )ettera and ar-
ticles sbout Bora Park. All these
articles about Boro Park are well
received and enjoyed by our

readers. .

We also thank thoee in-
diviudals who enable it to con-
tinue its operationa. We urge
othar residenta to join the.

B.P.H.S, annual duea $5, so that

we can cobtinue to research,

preserve, photograph nn_d
publish the history of this
community_

NEW HOME

The Boro Park Bistarical
Society is looking for a new
home. They need & rocss ap-
proximately axia L
Perhape s school or cammun-
ity orgsniemdon could pro-
vide sach s apgnoa for a
modest remim)l or even Non
Call Dr. Philip Kipusi, Prosi-
dent, 438-TTHR

YOU
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust
BOUND VOLUME OF 1

REMEMBER BORO PARK

Dario S Marotta, one of the of-
ficers of the Boro Park Historical
Society {BPHS). has recently
completed 3 majoy project that
will help advance the work and
spirit of the BPHS. He
photocopied all the "'I Remember
Bore Park™ articles for the years
1978 through 1987 and had them
bound into a beautiful hard
covered book. He also included a
detailed index in the back and in
the front included a ‘“‘Boro Park
Chronology™ and detailed table
of contents which were prepared
by B.M. Selevan. He not only
contributed many months of
painstaking work but alse had
this expensive bookbinding job
done at his own expense. Of the
seven voiumes he had bound he
contributed one each to the
Brooklyn Public Library, the
Brooklyn Histerical Society. the
Boro Park branch of the Public
Library, the Library of Congress
(for copyright) and the BPHS. In-
dividuals wishing to examine
this work may obtain copies at
the above locations.

Our sincere thanks to Mr.
Marotta for this magnificant job.
It will certainly help to preserve
part of the history of Boro Park.

Dear Mr. Marotta:

Thank you so much for volume
one of Dr. Philip J. Kipust's “I
Remember Boro Park.” Thisis a
very valuable addition to our
collection.

Althougb I are always glad to
help anyone who wants to know
about Brooklyn, it is even more
gratitying when my help and the
researcher’'s work result in
something which will be of use
to later students of Brooklyn
history.

Thank you again for thia gift.
Sincerely,

Elizabetb L. White
Local History Librarian
History Division
Brooklyn Public Library

MORE ON AL DEL GAUDIO
Dear Mr. Kipust,

1 want to wish you and your
family a Happy and Healthy
New Year.

My mother-in-law sent my hus-

pand and I your article, 1.

Remember Boro Park” dated
December 1, 1988 - Al Del
Gaudio-Barber and More. My
husband, Jewis Siegler,
remembered Al cutting his hair,
when Lewis was sick Al would
come to his house.

You did not mention Nathan &
Harry Appetizing - 3910 & 3912
13th Ave. store owners, who
were also Al'a customers. Lewis
worked ss a teenager in his

father's (Nathan) store. In fact,
I have a photo on my wall of the
atore from 1948.

If you would tike rore infor-
mation about this store and want

{ a photo, Lewis would gladly send
. it to you.

We enjoy reading your article
especially feeling horne again be-
ing 3,000 miles away.

Yours truly,
Karen Mendlinger Siegler
ROBERT KOEHLER

My family has deep roots in
Boro Park, and I mean that
literally. My grandfather, Jacob
Koehler, had a vegetable farm in
the area that later became Boro
Park!

I don't know exactly when my
grandfather came to the United
States from Germany, but 1

(Continucd ou Page 8)

I REMEMBER BORO PARE-
{Continued from Pg. 2)
know he fought in the Civil War.
The exact date when he bought
the farm in Boro Park 1 don’t
know, but a map made in 1879
shows his farm. Of course, the
original farmers in the ares were
Dutch, and my grandfather
bought his farra from a Dutch

farmer.
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My grandfather had many
children: Anne. Barbara,
Caroline, Willie, Jacob. Pater
and my father, Nicholas. Anne
married Henry Leib, a carpenter,
and (besides my grandfather) one
of the first Germans in Bora
Park (as it was known by that
time). Henry built three adjacent
houses in Boro Park, around
1910, One of those houses was
1528-58th Street, in which he liv-
ed himself. When Henry moved
to Bay Ridge, he sold this house
to my father. My father moved
into it with his family, including
my grandfather. My grandfather
had eold hia farm by that time.
1 am still living in that house
today!

My father's second wife was
Marie, who emigrated from Ger-
many. Besides myself there was
my brother Edward and my
siater, Florence, After my grand-
father sold his farmo, my father
went into the coal and ice
busineas. When my father
retired in 1938 we finally felt
free to buy a refrigerator, which,
by that time, was replacing ice
boxes. My father's brother, also
pamed Jacob, worked on the
family farm until it waa sold, and
then worked for Borden’s.

1 was born in 1920. When I was
a child, Boro Park had a coun-
trified look. There were more
large trees and many empty lota.
There were very few autornobiles
. all the streeta were two-way. As
a result, the atmosphere was
quieter and it made for sasier
walking. On the corner of 14th
Avenue & 58th Street there was
a tennis court, which was used
for ice skating in the winter.
Private houses are on that aite
now.

1 played punchball and
stickball in the schoolyard of P.S.
180 with my close friends Bobby
Mullins and Dominick Davanzo,
who both lived on my block. ! at-
tended P.S. 180 and Shallow
Junior High School. I remember
eating Charlotte Russes and jello
in a cup topped with whipped
cream, both of which were sold
in candy stores. Try to find a canu-
dy store in Boro Park pow!
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My family attended the
Lutheran Church on 13*h
Avenue and S51st  Street.
Although my parents attended
church only on major religious
holidays, they insisted that I at.
tend Sunday School every week,
which 1 did for ten months of the
year. Several times | had parts
in the  Nativity Play at
Chrigtmastime. | also attended
Christmas parties at this church,
where simple refreshments of
cookies and hot chocolate were
served. This church was torn
down about 30 years ago and a
Waldbaum’s Supermarket built
on tha site. At present the Dime
Savings Bank is Jocated there.

Trolley cars ran along New
Utrecht Avenue, which we took
to Coney Islend in the summer.
There were summer and winter
trolley cars: the summer trolley
bad open sides.

16th Avenue didn't have too
many stores in those days. There
was an {talian grocery store on
58th Street and 161h Avenue, an
lialian barber. apd an ltalian
shoemaker. My mother shopped
in Ralsten's Grotery Store on
57th Sireet and New Utrecht
Avenue; a printer pccupies that
Jecalion now. We also patroniz-
ed Winkler's, a Germen ice
cream parlor on New Utrecht
Avenue between 57th and 58th
Streets. Mr. Winkler made his
own ice cream. My mother alss
shopped at a Jewish bakery on
55th Street and New Utrecht
Avenue: we enjoyed their rolls,
rye bread, and pumpernickel
bread.

frish, Italian, Germsn and
Jewish familiea lived on 58th
Street when I was a child. My
parents and we children were
friendly with all of our
neighbors. There was never any
friction between families of these
neighbors with different national
and religious origins. We all
respected each other.

1 spent all my adult life as a
line repairman and installer for
the Telephone Company and
retired a few years ago. My life
in Boro Park has been pleasant;
but 1 did enjoy it more when I
was a child and the area was
more countrified!

ROBERT KOEHLER

The pbave article was submit.
ted by Lucille Posner, an officer
of the BPHS. We thank Mr.
Koehler and Ms. Posner for their
interesting contribution.
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JOIN THE BORO PARK
HISTORIAL SOCIETY
Help research, preserve and

.publish the history of this in-

teresting community by becorn-
ing a member of the BPHS.
Membership dues only 35 per
year, $3 for retired, and $10 for
organizations ar business
establishments.

Historic Award Presentation

On November 8, 1988 The Boro Park Historical Society

pr ted » C

ative award to Emily Willia, greot-great

granddaughter of Electus B Litchfield, who founded Baro Park
in 1888 (then kmown as Blythebourne). This award was
presented at the Boro Park Historical Society Centepnial Plus
Two Anniversary meeting, held at the Boro Park Branch
Library 43rd 8t, and 13th Avenue Left to right Lucilie Poaner,

Chairman, Emily Ws

cque Friedmen, Vioe Prea—

State Senator Martn M. Solomon and Dr. Philip Kipust,
President Boro Park Hixlorical) Society.



» March 8, 1989 * BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS

“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO-PAREKERS N
ISRAEL

Whenever | trave] outside New
York City, either during vaca-
tion periods. when attending pro-
femsional activities or even when
attending weddings and the like,
my agenda will always include
some consideration of Boro Park
history and the B.P. Historical
Society. ] mpke it my business to
look for former Bore Parkers and
try Lo interview as many as | can.
Some of those interviews are in-
cluded ip these columns and
others are deposited in the ar-
chives of the B.P. RHistorical
Society.

Therefore while visiting Israel
durning Aongust of 1988 my wife
and ] did meet a number of
former Boro Parkers who are
now living in lgrae! as well as
gome current Borec Park
resideats who were visiting
Israel. The following are the pec-
ple whom we met during onr two
week vigit. First 1 will briefly list
those who went to live in Israel.

Gertie Schmell just moved in
August 1988; Rabbi and Mra.
Joaseph Kamibelsky moved there
in 1980; Lillian Schraeder mov-
ed to Israel in 1985. She and hus-
band Dr. Msalcolm Schraeder
moved from Bero Park to Silver
Spring, Md. in 1966. Osher Zelig
Chiconsky, a former student of
Yeahiva Derech Chaim, want to
atudy in lerael in 1986 and was
married in 1988. Jack Penner
was residing at the Central
Hotel. Mra. Libby Wind Londe,
a retired language teacher, (New
Utrecbt High School), and her
niece Fraida (Silber) Smith; Mor-
ris Yarmak who lived in Boro
Park at 1757 - 51 St., 1946.1982;

Zoltan Weiss., who lived at
1620-53 St,; Aaron Krumbein, a
retired language chaeirmen
(F.D.R. high school) Iaat lived at
1550-50 St. and lived ip B.P.
from 1927-1973 when be went on
Alyah to Israe!. Chays
Kahanovitz (nee Franke!) went
to study in Iarmel in 1966, was
married in lerael in 1968, and
has lived there since. Bruchy
Sochet (Frankel) went to study in

Israel in 1983, was martTied in
the states in 1985 and has lived
in Israel since thea while her
husband is studying at =
Yesahiva. Davic and Grace
Tauber, formmerly of 155644 St.
moved to lereel in 1986. We also
met Shaindy Rubel, the
daughter of the Taubers.

Mr. Irving Reiaa (Yitzehok) and
Fanny Reiss, of Gold and Reias
hardware store, they opened
their business on 13 Ave. bet-
ween 42 and 43 St. in 1929. They
raoved to B.P. in 1927 and lived
there until 1976. They original-
ly lived at 155345 St. and then
at 5302-17 Ave. until moving to
Iareel. Unfortunately, Mr. Irving
Reias passed away 2 few weeks
ago, the day after the untimely
passing of his daughter, Eather
Drebin, who waa residing in B.p.

‘We met Irving and Fanny
Reiea at the circumcision (Brie)
of hia great-grandson in
Jerusalem. At that occasion we
also met other, former Boro
Parkers, their children Bernard
and Miriam Reissa who meved to
Lerael in 1970. Bernard was born
in B.P. in 1933 and fived there
until 1960. Their residence

31

before moving out of B.P. was at
1573-51 St. Miriam (oee Reidel)
wan 2130 boro in B.P. at Larael
Zion (now Maimonides Hospital),
Their children, parents of the
new baby Yehuda and Debbie
(nee Blech) (Reiss) Berson, both
former Boro Parkers, also lived
in lsrael since their marriage.
We also met Yehudsa's brother
Chaim Reiss; Mra. Edith (Reide!)
Darabaner, Miriam's mother,
who moved to lsrael in 1967.
Another great-grandmather of
the new haby, Mrs. Yanka Pen-
oer, and her daughter the baby’s
grandmatber, [lopa {Pennsr)
Blech are both former Boro Park
residents.

We alsa met Avi Feifer who
was born in B.P. in 19564, mar-
ried in 1973 and moved ta Flat-
buah. He moved to Israel in 1883.
Dr. Sidney Finkelstein, Dentist,
lived in B.P. from 19481981,
when he and his wife Gabby
went on Alyah. Their last
repidence in B.P. was at 1615-52
St.

Ruchel Wartel {(nee Hersch) Liv-
ed in B.P. for ane year 1980.81,
at 155845 St. She waa then mar-
ried and moved to Israel. Manny
and Elaine Wollman moved ta
Iarael in 1980. Elaine was born
in B.P. in 1930. Their last
residence was at 191848 St. Ed.

(Continuned on Fage 8)
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die and Miriam Baumel, last
residence in B.P, was at 153445
St; Chana (Stein) Rabinowitz,
parents Rabbi and Mrs. Aron
Stein still live st 154145 St.;
Sara {Abend) Gruber wha lived
at 155845 St. in 198182 and at
1550-50 St. till she went on
Alyah in 1585,

Other present and former B.P.
repidents whom ws met, who
were only visiting include Abe
and Joyce Carrey, Rabbi Hillel
Hochberg, former principal of
Machzikei Talmud Torah on 47
St. and 14 Ave. from 1956-1966;
Iarael Turkowitz, Sonja Adler,
and Shirley end Bernard
Frankel. That seems to be a
substantial list of people from
Boro Park that we were able to
meet in & span of two weeks.

The reason for including this
list of former Boro Parkers whom
we met, and & brief sumeary of
2ome of the information -
gathered, is that this too is
historical. It helpe indicate the
migration patterns of former
Boro Parkers. In the same way
that it is o f historical interest to

atudy the immigration pattarns
of people who moved into Boro
Park and find out where they
came from and when and why
they moved intoe this
neighborbood, it {s of historical
interest and importance to study
the patterns of those who move
out of the neighborhood and find
out whers they move to and
when and why. Any edditional
contributions of information
slong these linea will be useful.

INFANTS HOME
Dear Dr. Kipust:

The following is from the book
Aleppo Chronicles by Joseph
A.D. Sutton, published by
1hayer-Jacoby in 1988. This in-
teresting book refers to Jews
from Arab countries, currently
living in Brooklyn in the vieini-
ty of Ocean Parkway and Kinga
Highway.

The book consists of oral
hiatories of various Sephardi in-
dividuals. The following is from
Pauline Gazi, born in Aleppo,
Syria in 1902. At the time she
apeaks of, she (snd the Sephard
Jews) were living in Ben-
sonburst, in the vicinity of 20th
Avenue from 60th to about §7th

Street. Mrs. Grazi writes the
following:

There were many Ashkenazi
friends ! made in my work at the
Infants Home of Brookiyn. I was
the “builder” of the Home,
almost. It took in children frem
babyhood to sge six. The Home
became my life. How it happen-
ed? One day a stranger, "'Mra.
Rubin”, rang my doorbell asking
for a contribution “for n Home."
“What is that?” | asked. The
Jady invited me to come see it, to
see what was done there. | went,
and I fell in love with what they
were doing for those poor
neglected children, orphans, and
children from broken bornes. The
Home has since become a place
for retarded children.

The book states that this noble
soul died July 31, 19668 at the age
of 82. The story of the Ladies
Auxiliary of the Infants Home
must be an interesting one. Are
any former membern still living
in Boro Park? Does anyone
remember Mra. Gazi?
LUCILLE POSNER
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust
BORO PARK ANNIVERSARY ,
CELEBRATION CONTINUES
This special anniversary year
celebration. centennial plus two
of the first development of part of
this community and 90th of the
development of another part and
the naming it Borough Park, will
continue until Jupe. A special
general membership meeting.
open to the public is scheduled
for Monday evening, May 22,
1989 at 7:30 PM at the Greater
New York Savings Bank, 13th
Ave. and 53rd St. Another new
improved video presentation of
Boro Park will be featured as well
as new displays, speakers and
open discussion. Please try to at-
tend and bring some Boro Park
memones with you.
There will be a spedal photo ex-
hibit on the hiskgry of Boro Park
at the Boro Pack Public Library,
1265-431d St. during the entire s
month of May. Past exhibits have
been very well received and at-
tracted considerable attention.
There have been several articles

about the Litchfield family,
founders of the first development
in this community,
memoration of the 102nd an-
niversary. The following article,
about Senator Reynolds, deals
with the founder of another part
of the community and the first to
name his development Boro Park.
The article was researched and
written by Mr, B.M. Selevan, of-
ficer and researcher of the
B.P.H.5. We thank him for his in-
teresting contribution.
WILLIAM H. REYNOLDS —
FOUNDER OF BOROUGH
PARK

By B.M. Selevan

Inasmuch as we are celebrating
the 90th anniversary of the begin-
ning of Borough Park, I thought
it would be appropriate to say a
few words about the founder of
Borough Park in this anniversary
year:

Though perhaps better. known
as the founder of present day
Long Beach, Long 1lsland, in
Nassau County, and/or for other
things he accomplished in his life,
‘Senator’ Reynolds nevertheless

in com- ;

deserves credit and mention as
the founder of Borough Park.
True, there was some develop-
ment of the area before he came
upon the scene here, but the
development was spotty and
scanty. The West Breoklyn
develcpment started 1886 and the
Blythebourne development
started the following year laid
groundwork for area develop-
ment in this part of Brooklyn, but
their size and scope were relative-
by minimal. Indeed, the names
West Brooklyn and Blythebourne
have just about disappeared,
while the name Borough Park has
stuck to the neighborhood.
Ex-N.Y. Statz Senatos W.H.
“‘Billy’” Reynolds was a
developer, and businessman ex-
traordinaire. He was so successful
that at his death in the 1930°s, he
left an estate numbering in
millions of dollars, a not inconse-
quential sum at that tme. He
came to the area, to become
Berough Park i the 1890°s, when
he was a young man still in his
twenties. He had already ac-
complished many things, porten-
ding his lifefong accomplishment.
He came upon an area which

! ‘had potential’, but which seem-
ingly had ‘run out of steam’.
Here his substanbal talent and
enterprise could be put to work

i in the competitive market for

* ‘suburban’ living in or near the

| big city.

! In 1898 Serator Reynolds pur-

: <hased the holdings of the West
Brooklyn Land & Improvement
Co., including several thousand
lots, for between one and two
million dollars. This .was to
become the core of his new
develapment. In a flurry of activi-
ty, Senator Reynolds changed the
name* of the area to Borough
Park, started constructing mare
housing, embarked on an exten-

sive promaotional and advertising
campaign and erected the
Borough Park (Qubhouse (later
Yeshiva Etz Chaim), all within ¢
months of taking control of the
pagerty. Indeed, he breathed lLife
nto the area, it could be said. It !
scerns that he also lived in
Borough Park for a while as well.

S8

W.H. Reynolds continued his
activities in the area through the
Borough Park Company, formed
to manage the praperty, of which
he was President, for a few years
into the early 1900°s. He erected
hundreds upon hundreds of
houses while introducing other
improvements in the same time

(Continued Ou Page 8)
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period. After a while he prabably
sought new chailenge and left
Borcugh Park, embarking on
other projects such as the
development of Long Beach, L.[.,
among other things. After his
departure, the development of
Borough Park was decentralized
and continued by vanious smaller
developers in the following years.
By then, however, Reynolds had
done the job, pu? Borough Park
on it’s feet and on the map and
had earned the nght to be catled
the father of cur comumunity.
These few words about William
H. Reynolds, founder of Borough
Park, are just a small fraction of
what could be said about the
man. 1 think an entire book could
be written on the subject. For
now, however, these words
hopefully will serve as an in-
troduction to the story of W.H.
Reynolds to anyone interested
and will give an outline cf kis ac-
tivities and work in relation to
Borough Park.

1 think it is most appropriate to
remember the founder of
Borough Park, espexially in thia
90th anniversary period.'1 hope
that | have done hanor to the
cause of local history with these
few words about a founding
father of Borough Park.

HELP THE WORK OF THE
BPHS

Help the Baro Park Historial
Society continue in ita work aof
researching presarving and
publicing the history of Boro
Park. Send in your personal
memoriea and history. Join the
B.P.H.S. for 35 a year and have
a ahare in thia work.
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CONG. OHEL ABRAHAM
MISHEKAN JOSEPH
‘This year the Yeshive Derech
Chaim bonored the Congrega-
tion Ohel Abraham Mishkan
Joseph st its annual dinper on
Muarch 12, 1889 The congrega-
tion located at 4907-18 Ave. was
honored becmuse it housed Lhe
Yeshiva Derech Chaim pow
focated at 1573-39 St. (corner 4
story building) from ths time the
Yeshiva started in 1975 uniil it
moved inlo its new quarters in
March 1988 after the Ltragic fire
in the congregation building.

One of the officers of the con-
gregation, Mr. Narman Parnass
geave me copies of two important
historical documsnia pertsining
to the incorporation of the cop-
gregation and ita subsequent
nume change.

This syoagogue wan first ca)l-

ed Congregation and Hebrew
School Sons of Abraham. It was

- common in thoee days for moat

synagogues to have a Hebrew

school or Talmud Torah oo its

premises for studenis who st-
tended public achools in the mor-
ning to astudy Hoebrew and

Judaiem in the afterncons and

Sundsys. The following sxcerpts

from the original Certificats of

Inenrporation includes interesting

and valuable information.

*That on the 2lst day of
August, 1926, and on three con-
secutive Sabbatha perior tharets,
the members of said congregs.
Lion in good and regular stan.
ding, persons of full age beling-
ing to the said conaregation, swor-
shiped at 1780 - Ghth Sireet, in
the Borough of Brooklyn, Coun-
ty of Kinga City and Stats of
New York, and mat at the
aforemantioned place of worship
for tha purposs of incrparating

it as » religious socisty.

“The f(ollawing ware duly
elected ta hold office as trustees
vntil ihe first annual election of
trustees thareaftar: Jacob
Pollack, 1780 - 50th St., B'klyn,
lsidar Golding, 1746 - 50th Se¢.,
B’kiyn, Samuel Solarx, 1806 -
46th St., B'klyn.

*““Tha following were duly
electad to hold ofica an trustees
until the d

1 electt

dmm:—.ﬁolam.
Gtein, 1847 - 46th B, Bhilym ~

William Sacha, 18168 - Slst B¢,
B'klyn, Hyman Bamoniaky, 1766
- BOth Be., B'hlyn.

“The following wers dul
slacted to bold offica us trm{
until the third annual glection of
trustess therssfer: Jacob
Ullberg, 1768 - 51st B¢, B'klyn,
Jacob Seideman, 4907 . 18th
Ave, B'klyn, Isidor Weiner, 1738
-B0th 51, B'k)yn. It waa farther
determined at said moeting that
the principal place of worship ia
to ba located in tha Borough of
Brocklyn, County of Kings, City
and State of New York.

“In witness whereof, the
undersigned have msde,
subscribed, scknowledged, cer-
tified and filed this Certificats
thia Tth day of October, 19286, J.
Poiack, Fremiding Officer, tsidore
Golding, Samue! Solarz”.

The certificats dosa not In-
dicats when tha congregaiion
moved into ita present Quarters,
although wa aee that one of its
trustees, Mr. Jacob Ssidorman
was living on thosa premises at
that time. [t aleo shows that the
congregation wes meeling mnd
bolding services in the home or
basement of Jacob Pollack, pro- ,
bably for some conaiderable
time. Since | attended that
Synagogue with my father (A H))
and grandfsther {A H.) whila a
child growing up in the
neighbarhood, (we lived arcund
the corner} 1 still remember Mr.
Jacob Pollack during tha 1830's

and early 40°'s.

“Thae following are relevant ax-
cerpta from Lhe second documant.
CERTIFICATE OF CHANGE

OF NAME OF
CONGREGATION AND
HEBREW SCHOOL BONAS OF

ABRAHAM

TO
CONGREGATION &
TALMUD TORAH-OHEL
ABRAHAM MISHKAN

JOAR!
Pursuant to Saction Rixty of the

General Carparation Law

We, the undersigned, having
been duly elected and con.

stituted President and Gecredary
of CONGREGATION AND
HEBREW BCHOOL S8ONS OF
ABRAHAM, and baving been
duly sutharized to subacribe our
names to this cartificate of
changw of name do carkify:

L The name of the corpuditeg o
CONGREGATION AND
HEBREW SCHOOL BON8 OF
ABRARAM. R .
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Ii. Certificate of Incorporstion
was filed o the Office of the
Country Clerk of tha County of
Kinge, City and State of New
York, oo the 13th day of October
1826,

. The new name to be assurmn-
ed by the corparstion is CON-
GERGATION & TALMUD
TORAH.-OHEL ABRAHAM
MISHKAN JOSEPH.

In wilneas whereof, we have
made and subsecribed this cer-
tificate in duplicate this 7 day of
Muy, 1928,

Jacoh Silberbhar
Prexident
lasac Jacobe

Secretary

“*JACOB SILBERHARTZ,
remding at 1767 515t Street, in
the Barough of Brooktyn, Coun-
ty of Kinga, City and State of
New York, and lanss Jacobe,
rosiding at 5107-18 Ave. in tha
Borough of Brooklyn, County of
Kinga, City and Sfite of New
York, being duly severally
sworn, depose and dby:

That they are respectively, tha
President and Secretary of the
Congregstion and Hebrew
School Sons of Abrabsox, e
religions corporstion in and for
the County of Kingwe, City and
State of New York, with a prin-
cipal plesce of worshigp st
E104-18th Avenua, Coumty of
Kings, Borough of Brooklyn, Ci-
ty and State of Naw York.”

*“JULIUS STERN, being duly
sworn, deposas and says:

That be is an atiornay and
counsellor at law, with offices at
51 Chambers Street, in the
Barough of Manhattan, City and
State of New York.

Thai ba is familisr with tha
translation of the Con-
@egution & Ta)mud Tarah-Ohal
Abraham Mishkan Jossph, and
ithat tha titla Congregution &
Talmnd Torah-Ohel Abraham
Mishkan Joseph tranalatad in
Enpglish, is as follewa:A .

Congregation and Hebraw
Bchool, Temple of Learning.
Abraham and Josaph.™

Thia document indicates that
as of May 1929 the congregation
wan conducting servicaa at
5104-18 Ave., not yet on ite cur-
rent premises. Additional
ressarch is Decossary to find out
when they purchased and started
to use thair current building.
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“} REMEMBER BORO PARK”} |

HISTORICAL HIGHI1IGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

GENERAL MEMERSHIP
MEETING

We remind our readers to at-
tend the Fiflh Annual General
Membership meeting on Mon-
day. May 22, 1989 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Greater New York Savings
Bank, meeting room. Come,
reminisce, enjoy.

Also visit the pictorial display
of B.P. history at the Boro Park
Library 1265-43th St. throughout
the month of May.

DR. JOSEFH ESTRIN

By Thelma Fox

The response to my article on
All Del-Gaudio, Barber and
More'’, which appeared in the
December, 1988 editon ui this
paper, was received so favorably
that | decided to write about
another weil-known personality,
who practiced in ours
neighborhood. This time u s
about an outstanding profes
sional person.

There was no doubt in my
mind whom 1 should choose. 1

always knew that someday 1.

would get the chance to write
about Dr. Joseph Estrin, a modest
and unassuming man as well as
2 capable and compassionate
surgeon. Unfortupately, he
retired i January, 1986, and s0 is
unavailable to those who would
want to use his services.

When Dr. Estin forst
practicing medicine in 1938, he
started out as a ‘General Prach-
tHoner.”” He became a “*Surgeon’”
in 1945, with offices at 4815-14th
Avenue, where he remainad un-
til his retirement.

1 called Dr. Estrin about 3
months ago, to find out i he
would like to write an article, or
be mterviewed, about his remem-
brances of Boro Park. He told me
that he had recently given a talk
at dedicaton ceremonies for
“"Maimonides Medicai Center’s’”

newest faciliies and that ] would

find that speech written up in the
""Maimonides Alumni journal.*’
1 managed 1o obtain a copy of that
paper. and so my stary about him
will contain information 1 glean-
ed from that article, as well as

from my own experience in uaing
him, at tmes, for my medical
needs.

No story about Dr. Estrin can
be complete without mentioning
‘"Maimonides Hospital,”” where
he trained, performed his surgery
and was so active in its growth,
And so, in telling the story of Dr.
Estrin, 1 am also going to mention
the stages the ““Hospital™ went
through, that Dr. Estrin spoke
about in giving his lecture.

Prefacing the talk he gave, he
began with a brief history of Boro
Park. mentoning such names as
Electus Litchfield and Semator
William Reynolds as being in-
strumental in developing this .
neighborhood in which we live.
¥ you are a faithful! readex of the
I Remember Boro Park™ col-
umn, you know we have touch-
ed upon this subject many tdmes
in telling about how Boro Park
derived its name.

In 1910, the area where
““Maimonides’” now stands was
called “"Websater's Pond,”” and
was inhabited mainly by cows.
But changes developed rapidly
and the following order of events
Jed up to the establishment of the

rrmrcrap® 7 Maf sdes *

presen
Medical Center’’. You may

places Dr. Estrin menbaned.
The following is the list aa he

gave il:

1. New Utrecht Dispensary:

Formed June 12, 1911.

2. Zion Hospital (Cropsey
' Avenus): Formed 1913,

3. New Utrecht Dispensary

became New Utrecht Hospital

and Dispensary: Desember 28,

4. New Utrecht Hospital and

Dispensary changed to Israe!

Hospital: April 17, 1919.

5. larae] Hospital ovoved to pre-

sent site and cormerstone laid:
lune 9, 1919,

6. larael smvd Zion Hospitals coov-
birved to form United Lerael Zion
Hospital: May 10, 1920.

{for - admission of patients):
September 17, 1922.

8. Beth Moses Hospital merged
with United Istael Zion Hospital
ta become Maimonides Hoapital -
July 25, 1947.

9. Mamnonides Hospital b e
Maimonides Medical Center:
June 29, 1966,

Now to get to how 1 came to
know and use Dr. Estrin. My
brother had had some minor
surgery performed by the doctor
and spoke very highly abaut his

(Contuaued On Page 8)
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capability and performance as 2
surgeon, as well as his genuine
interest in his patients. Sg when
1 needed a surgeon for a minor
problem with my back, ! natural-
ly went ! Dr. Estrin for an ex-
amination and for his apinion on
what should be done. Hegecom-
mended that out-patient murgery
be done at the hospital. -

At the pre-arranged time, |
went to ‘"Maimonides, ** recerved
a local anaesthetic, and lay on my
stomach while Dr. Estorin per-
formed the surgery. When 1
heard singing, I thought a radio
had been tumned on or that my
mind was playing tricks on me.
But no! It humed out be Dr.
Estrin, himself, singing as he
worked — and what was the
song? — the New iltrecht High
School theme song, “‘Ten Thou-
sand Boys, Ten Thousand Girls,
united in these high school
balls.”” Since ] was a graduate
also of that school, | sang atong
with him, and before [ knew i,
the surgsry was over and ® was
time for me ta go home, Thia in.
cident would have made a great
““Video."*

Shortly before his retirement in
January, 1986, | had an urgent
need for his services again. 1
walked into his office, without an
appointment, and asked' hia
gracious receptioniast if it were
possible for him to see mib.
Without' any hesit ation, she
replied, “Of course.”’
refeyred me to another doctor,
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who, he said, would be better .

able to take care of my condition.
He told me to go home and call
that doctor immediately, so that.
T would not miss that doctor’s of-
fice hours.
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1 reached my home in about 5
minutes, because | live just
around the comer from Dr.
Estrin’sy office. 1 madiately call-
ed the office of the doctor he
recommended and was told by
his receptionist that there were no
appointments open for that day,
and that the doctor would be
leaving his office shortly.
However, when ! said that | had
just come from Dr. Estrin’s office
and that he'wanted me o be seen
that day, her attitude changed
imnmediately and she asked me
how soom | could get there. This
is an example of how highiy Dr.
Estrin is catcemed by his own
peers; and that al} things are
possible if you know the “magic’
word — which in ihis case, was
“’Dr. Estrin,”"

Blossom Rosen, who worked xs
Dr. Estrin’s ¥ eceptionist for over
5 years before his retirement, says
he was the most wonderful and
caring person o work for, and
was as wonderful and caring
towards his patients.

Dr. Estrin is remembered by his
colleagues, for his creative and
entertaining songs and skits,
depicting the life of a doctor in
training. He is also an ac-
complished painter and sculptor,

who was responsible for moun-
ting the *’Physicians’ Art Show"’
for many years at

Mawmonides.”* He modestly
makes light of his own
achievements as a surgical in-
novator during a long and very
disHnguished carper.

Enjoy your retirement, **Doc-
101,* you have eamed it!

We thank Thelma Fox, officer
of the B.P.H.5. for her research
and intereshng article.

GROVEMAN JEWELERS

My husband, David
Groveman, was born in Boro
Park in 1909 a! 1335 42nd Street,
his parenis’ house. At that time
there was no hospital in Boro
Park and the Jewish section was
Iocated in the 30's and 40°s. His
parents had moved to Boro Park
from the Lower East Side in 1908.

1 myself did not have the good
sense 1o be bormn in Boro Park, but
rectified that omission when, at
the age of one-yeaz, together with
my parents Max and Fannie
Rothman, | moved to Boro Park
from Manhaban. Ultimately there
were two boys and three girls in
my family. My brother Leon and
myself are 1he only ones still
alive. My father. Max Rothman,
worked as a ¢oat designer in the
garment cenfer and my mother
developed and sold real estate in
Brooklyn.

Bernard Groveman was one of
the founders of Anshe Stard
Synagogue, 14th Avenue & 45th
Sireet, founded 1915. Bernard
spend about six months making
silver crowns with bells for 2
torah, which he donated to An-
she Sfard soon after the foun-
ding. Can you believe it, these
beautiful crowns were siolen
from the synagogue in about four
months! The thief was never
found. My father-in-law moum-
ed the loss of these crowns for
years.

Bermard Groveman opened a
jewelry store in 1912 at 4314 13
Ave. {(Save-Rite Discount Center
now is al that address.) Bemard
had a large clock affixed to a pole
on the sidewalk outside his store.
This clock coutd be seen for
blocks. Incidentally, Bermnard was
the 7th generation of his family
(from Russia) to be a jeweler.
Later, my husband David joined
the business and became the 8th
generation of jwelers!

David began working in his
father’s store when he atiended
bhigh school. His father died in
1939 and willed the businesa to
his two sona, Jubus and David. In
1949 David bought Juliua® share
af the busineas.

Since both Bermard and David
Groveman were known to be
honest, and since both were gen-
tle, soft-spoken, and had greai
pat with s, the
business was very succesatull

1 married David in 1945, after
“World War [1. We had two
daughters, Bonnie and Judy. 1
started warking in the stare in
1949 and worked there until we
closed the stare in 1976, My hus-
band Pavid died in 1985,
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In 1955 we moved the store to
4605 13th Avenue. Naturally, we
expected we would move the
large clock with us. However, we
unexpectedly received notice
from the City that the clock was
a sidewalk obstruction and would

not be allowed. (Why it wasn't
considered an obstruclion
previously was nat stated.) We
had to pay to have the clock haul-
ed to a junkyard. Customers were
angry with us for not 1aking the
clock Ebingers; Weintrauh’s, bet-
ween 48 and 49th Streets, which
sold women’s dresses; Chapeau
Muode on 49th Street, which sold
custom-made hats.

1 am donating a phatograph
taken in 1900 to the Boro Park
Historical Society, taken at 49th
Street and 12th Avenue. P.S. 13],
which had just been built, can be
seen in the background. 1am alsa
loaning a photograph of lhe
original Groveman’s [ewelry
Store with the large clock outside,
taken sometime in Lhe late 1940’s.
Both of these photographs, |
understand, will be displayed in
the Boro Park Historical Society
exhibit at the Bora Park Library in
May, 1989,

Yours truly.
Rose Croveman

The above article was submit-
ted by Lucille Posner, an afficer
of the B.P.H.S. We thank Rase
Groveman and Ludille Posner for
this very interesting contribution.
Join the Boro Park Hiastorical

Society

Help us carry on this work.
researching, preserving, and
publishing the history of Boro
Park. Annual dues $5. Send in
your own with us. Believe me, if
we could have, we would have.
Incidentally, Camella infants &
Teens Wear is at 4605 13 Avenue

© naw.

1 remember many former storea
an 13th Avenue: Ebingera
Bakery, 13th Avenue & 4%th
Street, one of a chain of Brookiyn
bakeries. Who can forget their
delicious black-out cake, their
Boston cream pie, their hascious
fruit pies, etc., to name ornly 3
few? The Linden Shop, a
wommen’s clothing store arosa
street from family history and
memories far ation. Send
1o B.P.H.S. 1558 45th 5t. 11219.
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“] REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipuat |
ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 22,
1989
The annual meeting of the Boro
Park Historical Society took place
on the evening of May 22, 1989,
Dr. Kipust, President, thanked

the New York Telephone Com- '

pany for sponsoting the cost of a
video flm which was being |
shown that evening and thanked
Con Edison for a grant.to cover l
the costs of the annual meeting.
He thanked Senator Solomon for 1
helping the recieve 4 State |
grant which hdd paid for a video
camera, and he also thanked the
Greater New York Savings Bank
for allowing us the use of their
meeting room.

Dr. Kipust announced that a
hard covered, hand bound book
of the I Remember Boro Park’’
columns from 1989 to 1987 has
been printed by Dario Marotta,
The very limited supply has been
exhausted, but anyone wishing to
purchase a copy at the price of *
$40 should contact the Boro Park
Historical Society, since more can °

Mbe printed on demand. ~

Leon Weinstock was the
featured speaker. Mr. Weinstock
and his family moved to Boro

| Park in 1914. In part, his speech
consisted of a letter written by his
wife, Adele, who could not be
| present that evening. Adele,
+ whose maiden name was Ottens-
tein, was born at 1327 45 Street
in 1908. {That house is no longer
in existence.) Her family had
moved to Boro Park in 1907.
Johnsen Brothers, builders, had
built the family home. The house,

and everything in it, was built on

the site itvelf! At that time there
was mostly vacant land between
45th Street and 13th Avenue, and
37 Street and 13 Avenue.

At that Hime most streets were
unpaved and there were many
Protestant churches. One by one

the churches disappeared and ~

one by one aynagogues were
built. At first there were only
private houses on 13th Avenue.
Then the zoning laws were
changed and the houses were
torn down and stores built in
their place. Some of the private

houses were moved to another

site, drawn by Jumbering teams
of horses. Interesting question:
where in Boro Park are these
houses now?

Electricity was not yet in use at
that time, 80 houses were built
with gas lines in them. Many of
these old houses, while using
electricity now, stil) have their gas
lines. On 13th Ave, between 44th
and 45th Streety there was a
James Butlef Grocery store, one

. of a large chain of Iriah-American

ery stoTes,

On 48th Street, betweeni 13th
and 14th Avenues, there were
wooden paving biocks in the gut-
ter, as the gutters were not yet
paved with asphalt. There was a
large tree in the middle of this
gutter, lefi over from when the
entire area was farmiand. Horses
had to detour around this tree.

Leon Weinstock’s charm and
dynamic personality were ob-
vious to all; they must have serv-
ed him well during his many
years as a trial Jawyer.

A video film was then shown

i featuring the history of varicus

Boro Park mstitutions, such as the
Yemenite synagogue on 45th

Street and 12th Avenue and the
Norwegian Church on 52nd
Street and 8th Avenue. Par-
ticipating in this video were
Thelma Fox, Jacque Friedman,

Esther Kane, Dr. Philip Kipust,

and Dario Marotta, A highlight
was the walking tour segment
filmed on 13th Avenue, from 37th
Street to 44th Street, the site of

the first stores on 13th Avenue.’

(Continued On Page B)
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The audience participated in a

' lively discussion following the
. video presentation. This discus-

sion was videotaped by Dr.
Kipust and shown to the au-
dience at the end of the meeting.
The members of the audience
were thrilled to see themselves on
video.

St

In attendance were 5Sima
Goldstein representating Can
Edison, Ira Kluger of the Canar-
sie Historical Sodiety, A. Quentin
Pulaski of the Bay Ridge
Historical Society, and George
Paszkewicz of the Society of Old
Brooklynites. kra Kluger was im-
pressed with the work the Boro
Park Historical Society has ac-
complished. George Paszkewicz
complimented the Sodiety on the
Innovative use of video to record
local history and-thg meeting
discussion, and’ -expresed -the
hope that other neighborhood
historical societies would do the
same.

. At the conclusion of the
meeting, the audience split up in-
to convivial graups, where they
regaled each cther with memories
of Boro Park. As Esther Kane
remarked, memories are what
revive people and keep them
young!

Lucille Posner

Correspanding Secretary

Boro Park Historical Sodety

We thank Lucille Posner for this
very interesting summary of the
1 ] membership meeting and
for all her work for the B.P.H.S.
BERNARD COHEN - BORO

FUEL

Far the last several years I have
read with interest many of the er-
ticies by Boro Park old timer.
While I am only 52 years old, 1
have a good memory and hsve
tried to catalog mentaly my
reminiscences.

My name it Bernard H. Cohn
and [ was borm on January 13,
1937, at Israel Zion Haspital (now
Maimonides). 1 lived with my
brather Howard (4 years my
gsenior) and my parents William
and Hilda at 125442 Street until
about 1941, We then moved to
152942 Steet, where we lived
until 1950. As a <hild, I saw my
first cnovie ‘’‘Bambi’’ at the Radio
Theatre (formnerly the Royal - the
name was changed because peo-
ple called it the *‘Royal Dump.””
This was on 13th Avenue bet-
ween 41st Street and 42nd Street.
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Other movie houses in Boro Park
were the “Garden’’ also on New
Utrecht Ave., the Windsor on
15th Avenue and 40th Street, the
Culver on 18th and McDonald,
the Loew’s on 46th Street on
New Utrecht Avenue (now a fur-
niture store), and the Loew's
Boro Park on 51 Street and New
Utrecht Avenue (now the Post
Office). 1 remember being taken
to live Vaudeville at the Loew’s
Boro Park on a Wedneaday even-
ing. In fact, 1 remember one of the
acta was Buck and Bubbles, a
song and dance team.’

I attended P.5, 164, where
Milton B. Pearlman was the prin-
cipal for many years. My mother,
my brother and myself had the

pame teacher Mrs. Pera. When
my mother was in her class she
was stll ‘Miss Trapp until her
marriage. Other teachers names
1 recall prioz to 1948 were Miss
Swan, < Miss Cardwell, Miss
Woods, Miss Malone (was she
tough!) Mr. Anker, Mrs.
Mendelson, Miss Ravella snd
Miss Carney who taught
kindergarten for decades.

Omn 15th Avenue and 41at Street
was Becker’s drug store. Also on
15th Avenue between 40th and
41st Streel was Plotnisky’s But-
cher Shop, and egg store, and Cy
Barr’s Wine and Liquor shop was
next 10 the Windsor Theatre. On

the other side of the avenue my-

family patronized Adler's fruit
store, Abe Goldman's Plumbing

Supply was on 15th Avenue and .

40th Street. There was a big lot
where Windsor Plumbing Supp-
ly warehouse is today, which had
an outdoor billboard usually
sponsored by Rheingold Beer.
We sleigh rode there as well as on
41 Street between 15th and 16th
Avenue, which was alap a vast
empty lot. My cousin Amold
Cohn (my pariner at Boro Fuel
Co.. Inc.) and myself as well as
our friends made some preity big
fires on that lo which called out
the New York Fire Department
several times.

¥

e - a—— -
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The superintendent at 152942
Street had a Victory Garden oc-
cupying part of the lot which ran
part of the way to 41 Street. He
raised all kinds of vegetables and
chickens, including the chicks
that | had given him involuntari-
ly. They were given to me when
the egg man delivered eggp to our
apartment and my mother gave
them to the super. Some of the
family names [ remember from
1529-42nd Street, were Mr.
Tamares (he painted all the apart-
ments for the landlord, Mr.

. Radinsky). There were the I
Heller’s (Judge Blossom Heller's |
parents Al and Gertie) and I
. Athletic brother Jay Heller who °
headed a Montauk School yard

softball team, the Modoc's. There
were the Magid’'s, Colton’s, the
Francis’s, the Koren’s, Webber,
Seiden‘s, Schwariz’'s, Kayes,
Gordon’s, Kaplan’s, Schulman'’s,
Harkavy, etc.

On 15th and 42nd Soeet was
Schechter’s grocery, Buchler’'s
famous candy store & Reimer’s
grocery stare. Our butcher was
Mr. Plotnisky who was across
from Adler’s and Wexler's store.
On 16th Avenue was Charlie
Goldman‘s barber shop, Bashie's
kosher butcher, a candy store and
in later years s discouni store;
Miracle cleaner and weaver run
by a blind man and his wife.

Rumor has it he was blinded by :

a jealous ex-wife. Also Charlie the

Chinese Laundry man had his °

store there. These stores were
between 42nd and 41st Street.

Charlie gave us number 78, .
which ia the number atill carried -

to this day in all my shirts. Across
on I6th Avenue between 41st and
42nd Street was Sam’s candy
store where 1 wenl with Amie
Cohn, Stuart Colton, Amold
Schwartz, Armie Cohn, Stuar
Colton, Amold Schwartz, Amie
Megid and sometimes Danny
Koren for ice cream frappes {4

‘scoops. whipped
chocolate syrup and a cherry for
15 cents). Childrens admission 10
the Windsor Theatre for a
matinee was 11 cents {2 features
a news reel and a serial as well as

s1._8gueral cantoons.)

cream,

In 1944 my moiher was

| operated on at Brooklyn Doctor’s

, recall were, Dr. Henry

Hospital on 15th Avenue and
45th Street, for removal of her gal
1 bladder. 1 was seven, but my
brother and 1 sneaked in the small
entrance door to the right of the
main stairs. | believe the surgeon
was Dr. Buntzig. My tonails were
removed by Dr. Nathan Brody in
his house operatory. Other Doc-
for’s names in Boro Park that 1
Gross, Dr.

:Hyman Rosenfeld, Dr. Palinsky,

n

Dr. Jos. Eatrin, Dr. Shantz, Dr
Clurman, Dr. Ben Lubltz, Dr.
Jacob Ostroff, Dr. Margareten,
Dr. Tannhenhaus, Drs. Segall &

Wiener, Dr. Marcus, Dr. Marren, .

Dr. Ressler, Dr. Shmilerer, Dr.
Miller, Dr. Miriam, etc. Our fami-
ly dentist was Dr. Samttel Levine
who jointly shared the office with
his wife Dr. May Sherman on
49th Street between 14 and 15th
Avenue, down the street from the

old é6th precinct, which Jooked '

like an ordinary house.

During World War 11, |
remember saving silver foil from
cigarette pack wrappers that the
kids would collect and peel off.
We would roll them up in a ball
to contribute to the war effort. We
also saved tin cans, toathpaste

. tubes and fat in jars whi ch was
, collected. My brother made

airplane models which he bought
from the Montauk Model Shop
an 16th Avenue and 43rd Stveet

My unde David Cohn was a
roofer, together with a Mr.
Keasler on 16th Avenue and 44th
Street.

! remember Mr. Curio‘s shoe
repair on 16th Avenue between
45th and 46th Street and Siegel
the bulcher. My father William
Cohn and his brother Joseph
stanted Boro Fuel Oil Company
and moved in to the comer store
and the one next to it eventually
on 48th Street and 16th Avenue.
I remember pasting ration stamps
collected from the customers dur-
ing World War II. These had to
be aubmitted at the oil terminals
to purchase more product.



In 1948 during the blizzard my
mother, my brother and mygself
would bring food and clothes to

- the office for my father who had
to sleep there for 3 days and
nights to make sure everybody
had oil.

In ate 1944 or 1949 we moved
Boro Fuel to its present location
at 2 Church Avenue (around the
corner from 14th Avenue and
36th Street.) Asa a child, I attend-
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' ed Camp Mohaph in Glen Spey,

N.Y., during the summers.

Otherwise it was s(ﬁk ball,

baseball, softball, boxball, hit the
penny, ring a levio, off the wall,
3 steps to Germany, redlight,
hide and seek on 42nd Street. in
Montauks school yard or in the
court yards of 1529-42nd Street.
We would also appropriate a por-
| tion of the celtar with old fur-
niture and make a “‘club house’*
until we were discovered by the
landlord. We would read comic
books down there and decide

.

who can be a new member or |

who to throw out,” -

In 1948 when television came |

out, one or two neighbors got TV
sets. Everyone was invited (up to
15 or 20 lucky people) would pile
in on Tuesday ‘nights to see
Milton Berle and on another night
the Goldberg's with Gertrude
| Berg as Molly Goldberg. My
friend Amold Schwartz had a TV.
' His old grandmother, Mrs.
{ Harkavy got all dressed up like to
a bar mitzvah to watch the
i Goldbergs. Her daughter, Jean
Schwartz asked ““Momma, why
1| do you do this?"* she replied —
| **Look how nice they all DRESS,
how does it look to them when
they look back at me in your liv-
ing room and see me in a house
dreas?’’
Rothstein’s Department Store
raffled off a TV but to my dismay
I didn’t win. Nearby the best
pickles in town came either from
Nathan Sandler in the 13 Avenue
Public Market or from Dave
Peiper on 13th Avenue and 41st
Street. | remember Hirsch’s deli
at 3917-13th Avenue, for the best
deli. On 15th Avenue and 43rd
Street was Merrin's Pharmacy.

Other Boro Park delis were Katz
on 15th Avenue, Atelmans and
Skilowiiz on 13th Avenue and
Kanisaw on 16th Avenue and
51st Street.

FRRrRpefafary

HISTORIC TRIVIA
Samuel Dyen points out that
the following business
establishments were operating in
Boro Park in 1936. We thank him
for this interesting contribution.
H. Kornreuch, Real Estate, 4915

. 12 Ave. Tel. W1 6-8855

Jungreis Tie Shop, 4521 - 13 Ave.’
Berkshire Radio & Electric Co., .
1314 - 47 St.

O.K. Laundry, 4915 - 13 Ave.
Roth’s Candy Shop, 5001 - 13
Ave.

. Culver Glass Co., 4506 - 18 Ave.

F. & L. Bakery (under the super-
vision of Rabbi Képlan) 5011 - 13
Ave.

Dear Dr. Kipust:

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to once again thank you for
your continued support of the
library and your generous con-
tribution of “‘1 Remember Boro
Park’* Vol. 1 (1978-1987).

After sharing it with my col-
leagues, it aroused feelings of
pride and nostalgia among us all
and whetted a taste for more.

Once again, many thanks.
Sincerely,

Edward )elen

LOLOLOTOTOTOTOTOTOIOTOTOIOTOICIOTOICIOIOIONC)

KALI-STEN-1IKS “‘the finest
children’s shoes made’ 4311 - 13
Ave.

Skilowitz Kosher Delicatessen,
4914 - 13 Ave.

Menorah Bowling & Billiard
Academy - 5000 - 14 Ave.

Spitz Florist, 4524 - 13 Ave, (Tel.
AM 2-3233).

RIS IR AL

JOIN THE BORO PARK

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Submit your awn personal
histories, photos and other
historical materials. Becotne a
member, only $5, and help
research, photograph, preserve
and publicize the history of this
very unique community.

Branch Librarian
(Boro Park)
The photograph’ shows the

presentation of the bound
volume *‘ Remember Boro Park’’
to Mr. Edward Jelen, (right)
Branch Librarian by Dr. Philip ).
Kipust, President Boro Park
Historical Society. This volume,
prepared by Dario Marotta, is
now available at the local branch
as well as the Grand Army Plaza
branch and at the Brooklyn
Hictarical Society.
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“I REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

FORMER BORO PARKER 1S
CELEBRITY

At 85, Henrietts Spiegel, born
and raised in New York, (living
in Boro Park from 1925 1942)
finally graduated from eollege.
The recent tollege grad aarned
her degree from the University
of Maryland at College Park in.,
May;' 1989, and made Cum
Laude, Tau Delta, Phi Beta Kap-
pa, ' Mortar Board Nationsl
Honor Scciety, Phi Kappa Phi,
Omicron Delte Kappa, The:
Guineas Book of World Racords,
Who's Who In American Col-
leges and Universitiea, and she
received m special award from
the president of the university.
She graduated as an English ma-
Jor with an 3.69 grade-point |
average {out of a ponasible 4.0).

Several photon and articles
about Mre. Spiegel, probably the
oldest student ever to be
graduated from the University of

Maryland and ever to be in- -

ducted inte Phi Beta Kappa, ap- |
peared in the Washington Times,
the Washington Jewish Week,
the Evening Sun, the Journal of
Prince George County and
others. She enrolled at the
Univernity in 1984 at the age of
80, after the death of ber hus-
band of 60 years:

She waa deacribed an n symbol
of perseverance and dedication;
was reapected by her fellow
astudents who often came to her
for advice and she was given an
award by one fraternity as the
best neighbar anyone could have.

Spiege) and her husband, who
worked in the advertiaing
bunineas, rented out rooms to
Jewiah college students at Col-
lega Park, many of whom had
nowhere elsa to turn for kosher
dining and Shabhat meals. Mra.
Spiegel submitted the following
interesting article about her
Boro Park memoriea for which

we thank her and wish her well.

HENRIETTA M. SPIEGEL
I was married in Manhattan in
1924, and moved to Boro Park in
1925, to 960-43rd Street. I
remember in 1825 Carl
Laemaele’'s Univeraal theatre
being built on New Utrecht
Avenue and 47th Street across ,
the strest from the Garden
Movies. There were two movie .
housbes; one open-pir. I remember
in 1928, on New Utrecht Avenue
and 43rd Street, two one-family
houses being 1ifted off their foun.
.dationa and moved to a new floun-
datfon on 42nd Street between
New Utre¢hit Avenus and Fort
Hamilton Parkway. 1 also
remember the Elton Movies be-
ing built on this lot from which
the two private housen were
removed. o
In 1926, Feb. 1, I gave birth to
& son at the Iarael Zion Hoepital
on Tenth- Avenue and 49%th
Street.
My next spartment in 19268
was §39-42n4d Strest.
Othier thinga | remember about
Boro Park: McDonald Avenue

“was called Gravesend Avenue;
the Church Avenue trolley went
underground at Ocean Parkway;
a new street called Caton
Avenue was cut through at Fort
Hemilton Parkway and Dahill
Road. We used to walk along

" Fort Hamilton Parkway from
Boro Park to Proapect Park. I
remember in 1926 the Velvet
and Knickerbocker Horse Drawn

' Yellow lece Cream Wagons with
their five and ten cents ica cream
cones and aandwichea. There wan
a private bus running crosstown
on 49th Street; s yellow bus. The
13th Avenue Bus first started
running in 1930.

'  There was a small church an




'® Sept A 1909 * Boro Park Commuanity News

the south mide of 13th Avenue *

and 51st Street. Before anybody
would ettempt to buy it or at-
tempt to tear it down, to rebuild
over it, they considered the
rumor around. The rumor was
that part of ita land contained a
emall private cemetary.

I belonged to Bnai' lsrael of
Linden Heights Ladies Anxilisry
and was part of a committee in
1836 of putting papers in the cor-
ner pstont mt 45th Street and
Ninth Avenue.

On b52nd Street, and 13th
: Avenue there waa & very thriv-

ing ministure golf course, until
it was purchased by & real estate
agent to erect & corner building
for the Metropolitan Life In-
surance Company. -

In 1928 there was a very heavy

rainfall for several hours, caus-
ing a very heavy mud landsatide
obout 600 feet from the Ninth
Avenue station. A West End ,
train was satalled for several
hours, tying up the subway-
ayatem.

1 recall a large church on the
corner of 53rd Street and 14th
Avenue, and 8 high church stea-
ple being built in 1926 at Fort .
Hamilton Parkway and 41st
Street. In 1830 on 47th Street
and 13th Avenus, the Bank of -
the United States failed, I receiv-

ed $2.60 for my $56.00 deposit. I

remember on the scuthwest cor-
ner of 13th Avenue and 44th

Street a branch of the Public Na-

tiopal Bank. On EBSth Street,

around the cormer from New

Utrecht Avenue facing 14th

Avenue, was a one-family

wooden houae which waa a

branch of the New York Public

Library. 1 remember a private

house on 49th Strest betwaen

. 14th and 15th Avenues was the
_Boro Park Police Station. 1
Continued on p ®

contipued from p 8

I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights

remember Ip 1925 a policeman
riding a bicycle, and a two-seat
police car with solid rubber tires
with holea all araund the sidea
for springinesas.

In 1930 you could buy a brand
new Chevrolet for less than $600
delivered and no salea tax. There
was a gasoline war in 1930 and
you could buy 12 gallons of gas
for §1.00; greass and change ail
$1.25, fix a flat by hand 26 cents,
including pumping up tires by
hand

-> My other residences in Boro

Park from 1926-1944 wae
1124-43rd Street  (1928),
6501 15th Avenue (1933},
1149-51at Street (1934.1939),
1425516t Street (1940-1944). 1
then moved to Baltimore,
Maryland, Pimlico Section. My
husband of 59 yeara was an

advertising executive, and my
three children were all born at
the Israel Zion Hospital, George
(1926) Eleanor {1934) Roberta
(1940).

1 am now past B5 years old, and
remide in Ceollege Park,
Maryland, since 1962,
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“1 REMEMBER BORO PARK”

»- HISTORICAL

BIGELIGHTS l

By Dr. Philip J. Kipnst I

GROVEMAN FAMILY - |
Dear Sir:

Rose Groveman's letter in the j

May '89 lwue of Boro Park

Community News promptas |

many memorisa of my grand.
father Barnard, my tather Julina
and my ubcle David, snd of .
.Groveman's jewelty wiore, the
place with ths clock in front at
4314 13th Avenus that was »o
long o plrl'uqf‘lhs_hm Park
scene. ot P ro b

. Bernard had come to America
from Novoeeltrs in Beasarabia in

1889, wending for his wife and |-

three-month old son (my father)
a few months later, and in the
next fourteen years his father
and two older brothers followed.
My dfather was for many
yesrs employtd by'a major sil¥ar
manufacturer in Providence as a
ailver craftsman In his youth he
served an appranticaahip in Pfor-
zheim in Germeny, » city pear
Baden on the edge of the Black
Forest which was a major center
for silver, gold and jewelry
manufacturing. His father,
+ David, before him was a jeweler
according to David's death cer-
tificate-which I poasesas. T did not
know that the family tradition aa
jewelers went back eight genera-
tions az Roas stated, but I em not
surprised,

Excapt for time out for pervice
in the First World War, my
father worked in Groveman's
jewelry store from the time it
was founded in 1912, becarme a
de facto partner when he mar-

ried my mother in 1924, and on
his father's death his ysunger
brother David became biz part. |
ner. Over the yeard I have en-'
countered wirangers who, upoD
learning my name and the
jewelry stors connection, would ;
tel). me that'they or their:
mothers had gotien their engage-
ment rings or other precjous
stones at Groveman's, and spoke
well of fair and honest treatment
by my grandfether, father and
uncle. (The Groveman’s bot on.

ly mold jewelry they denigned and |
created their own jewelry.) They
would always recall the SJock I
stapding pear the curb in front
of the store.
My father, Juliua, died in 1971.
In going through his effects, my
. stepmother, . Etta.- Groveman,
found an old paper in a fareign
language and passed it along to
~me. ! recognized the Cyrillic let-
\ tar® ms being Rusgdan; and my
dwughter Helen| then a student .
« at Dongisea College, brought the
. document to the head of Slavie
- Btudies at .her school. 1t was.
.- tranalated for us and turned out '
i te be my grandfather‘s internal l
paasport to travel as he wished |
within the bordars of Rusaia by ;
‘ order of Czar Alexander, an un- [
l common privilege for a Jew at |
|

that time. As the passpart ex- |
pired in 1881, and grandfather
Bernard was already in America |
in 1B89, T have an idea that it
was useful to him in leaving
Mother Russia forever. The
: physical description . and
biographical detaila on my
grandfather filied in many geps
in my knowledge of hia earlier
| years
--. The landmark clock on iSth
Avenus was one of & type of store
sign that decorated the stresta of

made curb space extramely
ecarce. Few pecple carried pocket
watches in those yoars and wrist
watchap hadn't arrived yet. Over
thes years my father had ocea-
sional run-ins with city inspec-
tora who wanted tha clock
removed as a sidewalk obataclg,
but he alwayr managed to save
it on grounds ofuseful service to
the public. A truck ones backed
into it and did heavy damaege, As
the years went by, it became
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America before the nutomobile i

1
i)
[

more and more difficult to find
craftsmen able to service the
clock.

I bave not lived in Boro Park
for decadea, but many of the
stranda of my life are tied up
with the area. My fathsr lived on
49th Street neer 15th Avenue for
more than thirty years before hia
death, and his widdw, Etta, s
still there. I met my wife, Ger-
trude (Kaplan) at ballege in Ohio,

Jater learning that she had liv-
od far fnany years as 8 young girl
pear Glat Btreet and 16th
Avenue. Her grandfather, Harry
Groasberger, owued a house and
raised a large family on 43rd

coptinoed on i 8

cont. from p 2

1 REMEMBER BORO PARK
Street, just off 13th Avenue and
around the corner from our fami-
ly jewelry atore.

The tradition in our family is
that the Grovemana descend
from German Jews who ended up
on the Russian-Romanian
borderland, and Sephardic Jews
whoee families had earlier fled
from Spain, settled in Turkey,
and eventually moved north. I
am the only male grandchild of
Bernard Groveman, and to honor
his memory I named my own son
Bern=rd. He ia married ta a
woman whoae father is a
Holocaust suyvivor, an Italian
Jew from Milan whose own
ancestora were refugees from’
Spain centuries sarlier. History
turns in circles,

Yours sincerely,
William Groveman

We thank "Mr. William
*Groveman for his very in- |
tereating contribution to the
history of the community.
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THOMAS MORTON =

1 was horn on Avenus F in
the Hensington neighborhood
in I914. My pmrents were
Grace and- Fred. Md¥ton.
Altbough I-didnt-move tor
Boro Park “untll 1544 "yst;
since Kensington “war Yust
across the borderline of Boro
Park, | have many memories
of Boro Park and I would iike
to tell yota a fow of theih,

1 rememBet’ going t#~ the
Eagle Théatdf;" 1215tl16th
Avehue, 8 wobden’butiting
dirztly morens from the pré-
sent Montsulk Juniot* High
Bebool. This thenter shdwed
milent #lims; indoors®il the
winter; otitdoBrs i the sum-
mer. 1 rémeétber also the
opening™~ of—the —Culver
Theatdr/ BBoULT1928." AL that
time, sound Nlma wero not yet
being made. This theater had
an orchestra and an organ
and sometimes presented
vaeundeville acts between Ailms.
The orchestra played at every
porformance, aa far as 1 can
recall.

When I was n child thers
were only m few grocery
stores on 16th Avenus and a
few private housea: 16tbh
Avenue then mainly conaisted
of vacant lota. A trolley car
ran on 18th Avenne. The com-

dian Buddy Hackett's tather
had an upholstery shop on
16tb Avenne, When Buddy
was a little boy of five yearn
old be even then had a
humorons way of talldngt

My parents having divorced
some yoars ngo, I moved with
my mother and my brother
Harry to my present address
on Dahill Road in 1844, where
I still live now. Dahill Road is
on tha borderline of Boro
Park and Kensington and
was also on the borderline of
the Towns of New Utrecht
and Flatbush.

We had many Jewish
nelghbors and we were
friandly with all of them. My
brother Harry married a
Jewish girl who lived in onr
apartmant house,

Thelma *

{ Myers. They wore married lp .
| City Hall. Unfortunately, the
marriage was not bappy and
the conple’was divorced after

eight years. There were no |

children, The couple lived at '
39th Bireet and 16th Avenue.
I mywelf never had ths good
(or bad) fortune to marry. My

! brother and my mother hav-.
‘lng died respectively in 1958
.and 1969, ! am now living in

‘ the sani¥ spartment, whete I

stil exijjoy thany things, in-
! cluding thé bompuny of nice
nighbore. & A - -
XY "’""""‘Thohu Md#ton”
'n.e shave srtiele was wab-:
.mitted by Lutifls Porner, of-
fleer " of ths~Bbro Park
iHixtorenl Boclety. We thank :
‘both ~“Luci)le L Poaner'‘and
Thomas Morton #o¢;thia in--
teresting cuntrlbution.
Dr. Kipust,
_The following ia a copy of a
peage from a 1918 journal
published as part of the
celebration of the opening of
the Boro Park part of the
West End elevated line. June
waa the 78 anniversary of that
Icalebration. It deals with a
Gorgeons Child contest held
as part of the .celebration
activitias. The little bhoy
icrowned King after celebra-
‘tion, Lester Bilver White, Iater
became a writer for eomdhn
Bob Hope. - S L
Aeon *7 Yours truly,
- B.M. Belovan
Y The Littla Leaders of the

Gorgecus*® Parade n_:ld i

Pageoant. . <

“THE LITTLE LEADERS
of the

GORGEOUS PARADE !
AND PAGEANT

An interesting feature of the
celebration waa a most
spirited contest conducted at
the Garden Theatres by Mr.
Guntavy Baron, for the selec-
tion of King and Quesn by
popular vote.

Master Lester Silver-White
and little Miss Maxine Larson
ware elected King and Queen
respectively, Sydney
Washington Belth and
Florence Yarmus gaining
second honors, Kenneth J.
Strully and Harriet Shrimp-
ton, third.
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Theres were fifty-elght
contestants and the intere+
engendered thershy was the
best publicity effort powsible.

On Taesday evening, June -

8th, the King and Queen were
crowned wmt the Garden
Theatre by Hom. Daniel J.
Griffin, Repressontative in
Congress from the Borough
Puark DMstrict, and it was mosat
benutiful ceremony =2-rr
witnessed. Thi thentrs —--

decorated for the cccaslon, & )
special stage bullt to hold the |

Royal Court and sttefidanta.
.Mr. Wessel farnishad appre- |
priate music, and ifter tha’
coronation Congresemah’

Griﬂlnwmmledlﬂmlcvm .

cups to:

Master LESTER SILVER-WHITE
Marier BYDNEY WASHINGTON 22LTH
Master EENNETH J. STRULLY
Master WILLIE GALLAGHER
Master HERBERT LEVY

Miss MAXINE LARSON
Misa FLORENCE YARMUS
Miss HARRIET BHRIMPTON
Miss ETHEL COHN &
and gold xignet. rings to all
the ronisstants.’

King Lester, age four years,
astounded the Congresaman
and the audience, after hia
coronation, by reaponding in
an address that was
marvélous, considering hia
age and size. We thank Mr.
Selevan, en officer in the
BPHS for his_ interesting
contribution.

JOIN THE BORO PARK
. HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Help continva the work of
the BPHB of researching
Photographing, preserving
and publishing the history of
thia community.

You can help by becoming
a member, for $§ a year ($3
for retired) or sending a
donation. Yaa can aisa help
by submitting photos,
documenta, or personal ac
coants of your own family
histary and mamories
Send to Boro Park H.S., 1555-45 :
St., 11218. i
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“} REMEMBER BORO PARK”

HISTORICAL ~
HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr:. Philip J. Kipust

During the past ten years or
sc 1 have been interviewing
present and former resjdents
of Boro Park in order to
guther information about the
histofy of the community and
about : individual  familles,:’
businssswe and institntions 1
have' nesd varioos oppor

Hina, such s attend at
weddinys; -*dinners, and -
meetings, while travelling or-
walting on lines and the like «
in order to pbtain the infor-
mation:  Bome - of the inter
visws were very brief and
others more extensive. Many
have already' appearsd in
theas colnmna and many are
still in my filee or the archives
of the Boro Purk Historical

Boclety, walting to be used '

Every plece of information

however, ne matter how in-

conssguantial it may appear,
is llke a. plece of » purxle
which we hope will help to

plice together the full history
of thia commonity,

In this column 1 hope to uae :

several of the interviews that
weore completed a few yenrs
Ago. SBomio are very brief
bocause of the particular cir
cumstances and time con-
straints under which they
were gathersd. We certainly
welcome readers to submit
udditional information that
they may have to help Al in
some of the Eapa.
DR. - RABBI LovuIs
BERNSBTEIN
When I intervinwed Rabbl
Louls Barnstein, I believe it
was in 1984 or 1085, he was
then president of the
Raligions Zioniste of Amerien
(R-Z.A), Rabbi of the Yonng
Israe)l of Windaor Park and
asgistant professor of Judalc
Studies at Yeahiva University.
All ths information included
ia Az of that date, Jt haan’t
been updated.
He sald his parents Bam and
Axina Bernsteln came to Boro

Park ln 1928, when they were
first married. They lived at
T 4222-13 Ave., one flight up,
above Rose Hat Store. His
mother™ “‘game ¥ from
Philadelphia and his father
from Brownsville.. They were

married In" B.P."by Rabbi

‘Goodman,; the Eamanitzer
L Rov-Padolsk, {in Conobrdia
Club ot 18 Ave, cornef 49 St.
* Hia father was n farrier in his
earlier yanrw, then had a drees
stznd bn 13 Ave. and 41 Bt

and In his later yaars worksd -

as & mpshginch for Cake
Styllsts, ander the U.0. His
father pmesed away in
December, 1973, after the
Yom-Kippur War fn Israel
In 1837 his family moved to
148044 St., and in 1955 or 68
moved to 4812-14 Ave. where
- bhia mother still rexidea. He
has one younger sister,
' Frances Zalcberg, who lives
in Isrmel and is one of 1srasl’'s
top Bocial Workers. He also
has m younger brother,
Walter.
His father wan affilinted
with the “Sfardiahe Shuls”, 14
Ave. corner 45 St., where his

mother Ia still a member.
Louis attended and
graduated from Etz Chaim
Yeoshiva, completed Yeshiva
University high school
‘ through University and Ph.D.
and Smiche or Rabbinical o
dination. He was married in
1855 and moved to Crown
Heights. A tew of his other ac-
complishments include ser
. vice in the U.8, Army In 1862
during the Korean war as a
Chaplain; an offlcer in the
Young Israel, past president
of the Rabhinical Council of
America and member of the

World Zionist Execuatives.
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The following are & few of
Rabbi Barnsiein's memories
of Boro Park during hie
younger years. He remembers
thes nsual Friday night stroll
along 13 Ave. with Herman
Eelman ° and Nechemia
Gealman (now & chemist In
Isrmel), when'they often
visited George'“Misbkoff
(R.1.P.) and Rabbl David Mir
sky (RILP). He remembers be-
ing lmpressed with the work
and lectures of Rabbi William .
Drarin who was then Rabbi !
of the Sfardeshe S8hule. He en-
joyed listening to Cantor:

Yossele Rosanhlait and other

continveod oo p 8

conun—ned from page 2
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famous cantors in Boro Park,
he used to love to listen to
cantors. N

Han alano recalled the incident
in one shule in Boro Park
where It wan alleged that a
girl sang in the choir during
the Sabbath services. Daniel
Goldatein, who now tlves in
New Square, the atory goes,
came into the Synagogue,
banged on the Bima and an-
nounced, “Friends you are
not permitted to pray in thina
shule, there's a girl ln the
cholir.”
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YISROEL

POHRILLE
{This information was obtain- |
ed from Rabbi Moshe Pohrille
during a brief interview in
August, 1885.)

Babbi Yisroel Pohrille was
a regpected and acdmired
young spiritusl Jeader in Boro
Park, with u bright future,
when he suddenly passed
away due to a heart atiack in
1854 at an early age. He had
married Rath Schapiro only
eleven yeurs pariler, in 1943,

Rabbi Molho-ﬂthnylro,
Ruth's {sthet| cime tﬂ'.Bofo;'
Park with his family 18 1617,
Buth was seved years old
then an#t alénded P.B-184.

Rabbi Behapiro was spiritaal

leader of ‘Thngi' Mucheike!
Talmud To¥ah YT then
located at~1317.48 .8t for-

many years. He-had studied -
at the Blobodks Yeshiva in
Europs.

Yisroel and Ruth were manr
ried in the M.T.T. synagogue.
They then moved to Crown *
Heigbts, where Yisroel bad a
poaition as Rabbi in one of the
loeal eypagogues. They mov-
od back to B.P. in 1847 to a
bouse they purchased at
143445 St. Their son Moshe
waa born soon after in 1648.
Rabbi Yisroe! Pohrille was
appointed Rabbi of M. T.T.
when his father-in-law was
too ill to continue and retain-
ed tbhat position until his own
demise. .

Rabbj Moshe Pohrille at-
tended Yeshiva Toras Emes
until the completion of eighth
grade, He attended
Eamenitzer Mesivia, then a
separats school, for one year |
-Hebrew studies only, while
he was In eighth grade at'
Y.T.E. He then attsnded Mir-
rer Yoshiva, high sehool and
post bigh school, for the poxt.
twenty years. = .

He married Nechama Ger-
maine in 1973 (she was from
East New York). Nechama
taught at Beth Jacob school
on J4 Ave. and 48 St They
now have seven chi Idren and
still live in the same houss
parchased by parents at
1434-45 Bt. Rabbi Moshe
Pohrille 1» a Rebbe (Teacher)
at Yeshive Dereth Chaim, 39
8L corper 16 Ave;

Rabbi Pobrille recalled
some of bis Rebeim (Hebrew
Teachers) while in Yeshivah
Toras Emes. He said he was
very happy with all ks
teachbors. Rabbi Schwartz and

Dr. Mande! were the prin-
cipals. Rabbi Arwold Wolf
was his Rebbe during the last
year he taugbt, before he
became the assistant prin-
cipal in 1957, Hia other
ieachera were: Rabbi
Silbermintz-Grade 2, Rabbi
Chafkin-Grats 3, Rabbi Wolf-
Qrede . 5, Rabbl Yarmush-

lGrade''8, Rabbi Resple-"

Grade Tiwheh he first chme to -
thas achool, aboot 1858), Rab-
I bi Rosengarta-Grade B, and
Rabbi ReiterGrade 8. 7" . I,
‘- BAMUEL OELBAUM
This brief Iinterview of
SBamuel tSchmdel) Gelbaum.
also took place in 1884 or 85
and is not updated in this ar-
ticle. Samuel came to B.P.
with family,” parenis Moses
and Lena and brother
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{ Hie brother Yehude, who is
| a prominent Rabbi and edn-
cator in the community was
married tn 1959, Ba then
maoved to Crown Hejghts and
returned to B.P. In 1962,
Yehudas also - attended
Yeshiva Toras Emes, then
Yeshiva Torah Vedaath, then
Beth Medrasbhb Elyon. He
served as principal of
| Achiezer, then of Eamemitzer
1| Mesivta of Boro Park, and
then of Yeshiva Toras Chaim
of Bouth Shore. He was also
president of the Agudath
lsruel of 18 Ave. LI T
., Bhmual indicated that be ,
| has"seed tha changes th the
Boro Park Community since
first arriving in 1841. When
they {iret Hvad oﬁ“ re.
Hainllon Phkway there were «
~ few ortbodox Jews and fmany
Italian families Hving tbere. .
Now the” Boro Park Com-
muonity reeidents are or-
thodox Jews In the main.
Mapy lisalian and -non-
observant Jewish families

~

Yehuda, in ‘1941, from Pro-
vidence, R.I, They first lived-
ot 51310.Ft. Hamilton Pkway;
they owned the grocery store
downstairs and they lved
upetairs. They moved to
" 188848 St. in 1851 (approx.)
and to 171448 St. in 1962. His
parenta moved thelr grocery
store business to 4502-16 Ave.
and remained there' until
1858, The grocery business
was then sold to Myr. Zisfine
who scold it to Mr. Deutseh,
who sold it to Mr. Aronowite

+- Ahmual was married in 1957
and Hved at 4812-14 Ave, on-
tii 1960. He then moved io
176948 8t. where he current-

-1y resides. He ' attended

Yeshiva Toras Emes elemen-

tary and high schools. He

then stndied at Yeshiva Torab

Vadanth in Williamsberg, and"

then nt Beth Medrasbh Elyon.

He was n teacher at Yeshiva

Toras Emes for a few months

but then becamea an account- -

apt and a C.P.A. He served as |

President of the Agudath

Isre! Synagogue of 16 Ave.

bave moved away from the.
community and many chasi-
., dic tamilies bave moved here.
1 would Like to thank the in-
terviewees mentioned in thix

- ¢olumn for their cooperation -
angd for the interesting infor-

mation they shared with us.

Perbaps | could updasts two
itema for our readers and for
hiatorical purposes. The

, grocery stare at ¢502-16 Ave.
ia now owned by Mr, Mosbe
Fiachman, sincea 1988,

Rabbi Yebuda Qelbaum ig
now princdpal of Machon Bals
Yaacov located at 1037.48 Se.
Help Preserve the History of

Boro Park

Share your memoaries of

Boro Park and your family

| histories with our readers.

Also, send cld photos of B.P.
scenes and other literature
related to this co ity. We
iovite you to join the B.P.
Historical Society, annua!
membership only $5. Send to
B.P.H.8., 1588-45 8¢..
Brookdym, N.Y, 11219,
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| REMEMBER BORO PARK

- HIBSTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Eipust
FROM JERUSALEM
Denr Dr. Eipust,

It was nice welcoming many
of ocur old friends (former
Boro Parkere) in Israel dur '
ing the past year, puch as:
Rabb} ' Henry ' Hoschander, .
Edith 'Halpers, Hatriet'
Grumet, Hennie Padawer, /
ste. with their oL

* We aré sitlosing hriiclel
sbowt a famont former Bors

: Patrioer, DE. ¥réd Margaretten ;
(R.1L.P.)," takién * from the'
Horowits Margareten Family !
Ansociation Bulletin. Dr, Fred 1.

' deliversd me and my three"
danghters. Our regards to all ’
in Borv Park from Jernsalem.

Elaine and Manny W, '.

DR. FRED MARGA N

From the N.Y: Tiees,/Muy 8!

1989: .
MARGARETTEN-Fred'k
M., M.D. Dr. Fred'k M.
Margaretten, a retired

specialist in gynecclogy and.
obstetrics, died Thursday,.
May 4, 1989 at Elizabeth NJ
! General Medical” Center at
age 02. He was borm in.
! Hangary to the late S8olomon
{ and Este Margaretten and
! came to NYC as a young
child. He wus = graduate of_
Flower Fifth Avenue Hoapital
and New York Medical Col-
lege and became one of the
founding phyuicians and staff
members of the Lsrasl Zion
Hospital of Brooklyn, lster
renamed ° Meaimonides
Medical Cesnter when it
became a teaching hospital
Hinass forced his retirement
with his late wife Mirlam to
Miami Beach in 1065 and in
1988 he moved near his
dsughter in Elizabeth, NJ. In
ge 1930's and 1940's Dr.
« M tten's oil paintinga
, were included in exhibitions
In both New York and San
! Francisco, and during that
' same period he authored an

i

eseay “Trehtise on Women,”
antobiographical sketches
called “Striving After Wind”
; and = book antitled “The
Btork Joins the Blus Eagle.”
He was a member of the
| American Madical Associa-
tion and m lifs thember Jf the .
Medidal Ry of the State of
Now- York./In 1872, Dr..
Margurettsn was swarded a
golden diploma by his almse
mater, Mlower Fifth Avenue
" Rospital’ and New York
Medical College for fifty years
of meritorious service In the
medical profession. He ls sur-
vived by two daughters, Ruth
M. Bilenker of Ellzabeth, NJ
and Millicent EKaplan of
B'klyn, NY:; two sons, Bill of
B'kiyn, NY and ‘Richard A.
Marten of Los Angeles, CA; |

foor grandchildren and seven
great grandchitdren.
DR, ' FREDRICK M.
MARGARETTENJ]598-1989)
by Dr. Elias J. Margaretten’
(brotber) .
«.How does one describe a
Jegend? According to
Webster, it is almost an
unbelievable sainthood-Fred

was primarily a physician,
mostly ' Obstetrics: and
«.Gynecology. Yet, he was also

a student of Maimonides, a
' writer, poet, musician and
' painter. He was flamboyant,

a lover of life, yet =
_disciplinarian where his im.
. mediate family was involved.
contdnved on p. 8
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Fred was charitable almoat to
his own detriment. It was on-
1y a short time ngo that he lost
his belorad wife, Miriam. He
guarded her life through
many youMy of sickness, at
times in Btkér disregard of his
owh seriotis flineas. How they
lastsd this long was a miracle
in itaelf.

1. Thelr “weddibg at the
Regina Mansion In Brooklyn
wes wall attended. 1
remember my first white suit
and long pants. My birthday
waa the following day and my
sister Flls got married the
day after. It was a hecte
weekend:

Fred patronized Hart,
Schaffoner & Marx for his
clothing and haberdashery.
He alwaya sported s cigar in
hia mouth and a flower in bhia
lapel. As to cara, from an
Eesex, a blue Buick (when
Ruth was borp), he drove a
aeries of yellow Pearce Ar-
rows. All Boro Park knew he
was on his way to a delivery,
sapeclally when the muffler
blew out. I remember later
chauffering for bim in a
rigbthand drive black Lin-
coln. There were many &nx-
ious momenta when am-
bulances were not available
that we. picked vp the
“kimpeturlm’™ (pregnant
women) eand made deliveries
of bables in the back of the
car!
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In rapid ouccea'uio-n‘

Ricbhard, Ruth, Millicent and |

Willigm were born. | must say
tbat each child turned out to
be more handsome and
beautiful than ibe other.
There were at least three or
four in help "in their
household in Linden Heights
but
Fraulein, the governess, ruled
with an iron band but on her
day off or Wwhen Miriam went
off to the mbuntains, 1 served
“ms the baby aitter and
‘manager;>

> Fred's medical skills spread
far and: wide. It meant
fothing for him to make cells
all over -Brooklyn-to Ben-
sonhuret, Coney Island, Bay
Ridge and Williamsburg. He
could make a diagoosie by
looking at the palm of your
bands, fingernalls or eyelids.
There was no such thing as a
twenty-four hour day. Sleep
was the last item to enter his
mind, Ae fast as the money
came in, it was spend on
overbead, trips to Miami,
Fuallsburg,
tributions, family help and
unsuccesaful . real estate
ventures,

A long with brother Dsave,
Frapk Berman and Sam
Hartley, Fred set up a dynas-
ty of social and political
power in the Linden Heigbts
section ©  of Brooklyn
poeighborhood. I admired
Fred's oratory, his choice of
words, his poetry when ad-
dressing an auvdience. Many
meetings and bridge games
were held in his home, most-

it was pever enongh.:

ebaritable con-.

Iy on Saturday nights, follow-
ed with franidfurters, corned
beef and beer. There were
always partiss going on and
Fred always paid the check.

Fred gave 'financislly,
spiritually and above all
“hemlth care td cour saintly
parents, far beyond apyona's
expectations. For this alone

< be dessrves a throne in the

heraafter. Ha delivered’

»l]rnou‘;tlliul the grand-

! chiddred

and Blsy tended to

L at) par heniB Bewds withbut

expecting any tompensation.

! He cothmandéd ths respect of

1

all rolatives 'miid friende

whom he served” well and

.cften. &7
Unfortunately, abaiat twen-

ity years ago Frad wad

stricken with Myesthenis
Gravis which forced him to
retire and move to Miami
Beach, his favorite vecaton
place. His many years of
overactivity had taken ita toll,

' yet his lust for life carried him

far beyond three score and
ien.

We thank Flaine and Manny
Wollman for their interesting
contribution. We also lovite
any of our readers who may
have some personal informa-
tion about this famous Boro
Park doctor to send in that in.
formation. Whst was his ad-
dress in Boro Park? When did
he first move to Boro Park?
What religious or orgeniza-
tional affiliations did he have
in the community?
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THE DAY RUDY VALLEE
CAME TO BORO PARK
{Submitied by Lucille
Poaner)

Omn August 3, 1032 Madelins
Prendergast gave birth to
Florence in the then lsrael
Zion Hospital, ~ now
Maimontdes “Hoepltal.

-(Florence Prendergast ia a
.. direct descendant of Wolfert

Kouwenhaoven, a Dautch
farmer who was the firmt
whits man to bay land from
the Indians in Long Istand, in
the ares now known as
Flatlands, Brooklyn.)
Madellne's husband, Tom,

“iwaa m reporter for m New

-

York City newspaper and in
this capacity was friendly
with many celebrities, in-
cluding Rudy Vallee. Rudy
Vallee, for those too young to*
remember, was a widely
known and popular singing
otar of radlo, recordings, and
movies in the 1830'¢ and
1940’s, a crooner whom
women swooned over.

When Rudy Vallee heard of
the birth of Tom's daughter,
nothing would do but that he
travel to Brooklyn from
Manhattan, to the 1srael Zjon
Hospital to visit the naw
mother and baby. Hls arrival
threw the doctors, the norses,.
the astaff, and the other
pewmothers into a atate of
wild excitement. Even
Meadeline Prendergast was
caught up in the excitement.
The only person not vigibly af-

. fected was little Florence: to

baby Florence, one adult was
just like another!
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HIBI'ORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dz Philip J. Kipust

NEW HOME FOR BORO
PARK ms'romc.u.
BOCIETY :

After much trial and trﬂmln-
tion, the Boro Park Historical
Society (B.PH.8) has fivally
found a2 new borme - office, the
naw location 18- 4811 :1Sth
Avenue, one fight ak Ths site
itealf may evoks scine ‘fond |
historieal njetnbiide Mir rany |
Bort Parkers; 1t:1s lotatad
- abové the store thit was bnce |
Gold ant Reiss Hardware in
fact theré is still u sign above
- the presant stord indicating
thé new lovation of Gold and
Relss Hardware. -

In the nesw-modest office, |
shared with‘the*Boro Park |
Community ™ Counell,” the |
B.P.H.8 hopes to set up 'some . .
interestiiig historical displays
and phote axhibite which will .
hopafully develop into a small -,
musesam of Boro Park history
end memories: All contribo- |

tona of historical materiale uﬂ
the displays -are most wel-
come. Special hours are ;
planned for public viewing,

The B.P.H.B.‘ welcomes
volnoteers to help in the work
on menning the office, flling,
making phone calls, doing
clerical work or interviewing |
People In-order to help pay .
the rent, utilities, mailling, '
photography, copying etc. the |
BPHS jis in need of funds. '
Your membership dues of $5
will help. Johl us » Boro Park
is you.

LIBRARY PHOTO xx!mm'
8518488 -

The Boro Park Brnnch
Library st 1265 -43rd Btreet
will festure another month
lond phots” exhibit of Boro
Park history during Mxy 1990,
+New photo exhibita will be set |
ap by the BPH.A

A community grant of $260
by the Brooklyn Unlon Gas °
Company t6 the BP.H.8. for '

the purpose of maintaining
and expanding its photo ar-
<chivea, helped finance this ex-
hibit. Thanks and spprecia-
tion have beson expressed to
the Brooklyn Unlon Gas Com-
pany for thistommunity grant
and public service. *
Last>yoat's photo uhnm
eeaddmblo futerest
ty. This year's
Matare birkie fiew

i ﬂlli

) ma’wﬁ’ﬂﬁaml ithma

Romember to’ mirk “¥oar
calendan- * 4 -.;-g' - 5

Jo 1938 < BUBINERS
+ ESTABLISHMENTS °
Mz Samunel Dyan submitied
the following names and ad-
dresses of some of . the
business establishments that
were operating in Boro Park
in 1935. Many old timers may
ber- thesa pl We
thank Mr Dyen for his in-
teresting contribution.

Bl!n 0 Blank 4818-13 Ave.

&
b

- 0 =g euﬂhhadonp.l 3

- BORO_PARK .

Continved from Pege 2

.
R A | >

1 EHenbeins Dnlry
. 4AB07-13 Ava
The Foot-Remt S8hop *
4823-13 Ave.
; The Rappaport Children's
Sbopo 4623-13 Ave.
Blcesom Hat 4003-13 Ave

Zion Vegetarian & Dairy
Restaurant 4933-12 Ave.

‘_
2

The following article,
published in the Brooklym
! Eagle in February 1913, was
submitted by Mr. B. Selovan,
an officer in the Boro Park
Historieal Bociety. We thank
him for this_ interesting
cont{bution.
FAMOUB HOMESTEAD
1S DOOMED BY, CITY
Lefferts House, Lahdmark
m Blythobouml, Abuvtit to

:.- « bs Removed.
| & sma THE
k Ji%-‘*sc AUSE <

fing on-New Utrecht -
Avehtne, Loiig Occupisd by
Mre. Allen, Will Boon Go.
“An ‘old hotse;' one which
. well represents the Brooklyn
.of a bundred years ago, s
r -bo\h td”dl-.ppenr This
L [
position where It has become
* familer to a large number of
. Brooklyn people. It” 1s ‘the
; mansion built by the Lefferts
wfamily om‘New" Utrecht
« Avenune near Fifty-Sixth
Street, Blythebourne, owned
and occopied for the pasi
twenty-five years by Mra.
George A. Allen.
The causs of the removal of
. this historic house, which en-
bodiesa in it s0o much that is
typical of old-time Dutch-
Colonlal architecture of early

Brooklyn, is that Thirteenth |

Avenue is to be widened, and

this widening would take a

' alice off the old mansion and

. would therefore necessitate

the entire removal of the
building,

Mre. Allen, from whom the

| house has been purchased by

the City of New York, in order

to ensble the widening of ihe

Av---- (L0 be made, came e Ay
Lihe wlid bouse b 1858, That
,wae snly s spend her sum-
| mers there. Then the district

all about was a beautiful far-
ming °© cduntry, where

: vegetables in large quantities
‘were grown for the city ®
markets. She became a per- |

manent resident of the old
bouse in 1890,
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Mrs. Allen Is A Daughter of .
E.B. Litehfield.

Mrs. Allen fa a daughter of _

. Electus B. Litchfield, who, .

+ with his brother Edwin C. Lit- |

. chfield, owned a Jarge part of ,
the land which was taken by

y the ity for ‘Prospect Park |

| Mr. Litchfisld bought the old |

" Lefferts houe# from Barnard |

! Larzelersidnd the adjolning }

farm of thirty-eight acrés. »

"This fatiiM¥. Larrdiers had
cultiviited for Aty years and

meanw) inede R n of,
~changed: il lthe houks which
Lalter88™ 1ts ‘appearance

FsotndWhati: fi 1p etill what they
| be ¢hlléd ‘a irambling old
stractute bat two winge, one ,
on™ 8ach, ¥idd, “have ~heen. ’
removed, since the. cdwelling -
| was built, ' e ‘
| ~'A festure of this rare anti- *
! que in the weay'of early !
Brooklyn*homes, is the:j
shingles with which the out-
slde is covered. These were |
band made, and cannot be |
duplicated by anything in the |
same line produced at the pre- "
sent day.! Where these:'
shingles are seen, used as
weatherboards, they are a ¢
trustworthy certificate of age,
as moch 80 as any document §
which could be produced.
But if the outside of the
bouse has the stamp of an an- ..
cient pedigree, what shal? be
said of the interior? In the
first place there i3 a circular
stairway running from the ;
main hall on the first fleor in .
| the top. It is one of the most
! besutiful specimens of » Col-
onial stairway to be found in
Brooklyn. Lovers'of the anti-
que in architecture' have
come from 3 5
I look at ft. Al Cd
Wondertu) Staircase Built by
Judge Cropsey’s Father.
This wonderfu) staircamse
was bullt by the father of |
Judge Cropsey, who was n
carpenter in the New Utrecht |
section when the mansion |
was planned. But while the
- staircase is one of the greatest |
curios of the building, it is not |
i the only one. There are the |

e = v

[

double Dutch doors, or doors
cut in two in the middle, so
that the lower portion can be
closed to keep the chickenes
. out of the house, and the vwp-
per part remain open to let in
¢ the wir.
Another striking attraction
‘of the old house is the size of
‘the drawingrooms 'snd
- pariors. They ars spatious. A _
ntighty contrast is furnished .
' by these great rooms Witlithe
 crampad apuftinbnts Of mithy ¥
deumhgﬂifm present ddy. *
'MEs Alleif has added 8 groat
| many-artistie adornmetits in
the’why of farnishings and
1 worka of the schiptor knd the *
porirdit paintsr, and these
kharmonize well with the old-
{ Colonial mantelpieces and
the general character of the
old manston.
After the purchase of the
old Lefferte house and ita
: thirty-sight adjolning acres,
' Flectus B, Litclifield, father of
Mrs. George A. Allen, the pre-
sent owner and occupant of
- the bouse, decided to cut up
the Japnd inio buflding lots and
1 dispose of it to those who
even then-1888-were pushing
out into.the suburbs of
Brooklyn, and demanding to
.be ' accommodated with
modern dwelling houses. Mr.
Litchfield named hie new
land development project
' Biythebourne, which has
become one of the most at-
tractive and prosperous sec-
_tiome - of . the flourishing
Borough —+of~ " Brooklyn.
. Blythebourne means happy
* home, and was the name of
Mr. Litchfield’s try h
I at Babylon, L.LL
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{ First Saaam Rallroad to Con-
ey Island Ran in
Front of Old Home.

The first steam rallrosd to
run to Coney laland was what
. was known then as the Gun-
, ther Rosd. It was so called for
¢+ €. Godirey Gunther, who was

Mayor of the old City of New
i+ York and wee its projector.
| When Mr. Litchfield became
Ehumhd in the development

of Biythebourne be bought in:
“to the railroad, {which ran-
; through his property, greatly
, jmproved it, and Ji._then_1
* became known as the West
r-End line, George A. Allen,
| husband of Mrs. Allen, who
- nowsowns the old houss, was
! the general mansger of the
1“road. Mr. Allen was also the
. general managor of the West
‘ Brooklyn Company, another
realty development of the sec-,
" don. Electua B. Litchfield died
1.im 1889 and Mr. Allen died In
February, 1911.
HELP PRESERVE AND
WRITE THE HISTORY OF
BORO PARK
You can help in this project
. by submitting yoor own
. memories and family
histories. You can also help
by joiming the Boro Park
Historical Society, 1658 46 5t.
Annual dues are 35. Funds
are neaded to take
photograpbe, make photo
copies, psy for rent and
- utilities, etc. Your help is
. urgently needed.
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr Philip J. Kipust

NEW HOME FOR BORO .
PAREK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

1
DR. JACOB SMITHLINE |
By Genevieve Antin t

My f(ather, DK.|
JACOB SMITHLINE, end )
my mother, :Betey, moved
to Boto Park-in-1917. 1|
was born: sometime after !
that dato: {I pever divulge |
my-birthdaie; ~believing |
that a8 womah who tells her |
age tells everything) at our
home at- 1230 46 Street. |
My father was out on a i

" house call at the timec snd:
my mothcer was therefore
forced 10 cull In another
doctor when 1 arrived lll'
the world.

* My father was boﬂll
la Rumania and emigrated |
to the United Stated Inj
12885. He was extremely |

bright mad graduated from,
Johnas Hopkins Medical
!College at the age of 18,
-az valedictarimn. "He slso
received mil tbe medals’
ghven out to his class.®
My motber, also the
datighter of Eastern
Europecan immigrants,
graduated from Honter
College about 1900. I[n
thoze days It was unosoal
for ma daughter of Bastern

t

Buropean immigrania to
atiend college.
My parents met

exch other when they ‘were
-aboul aix or seven yeara
old. They adored ench
‘other and there was pever
'any other love intereat for
‘either of them. My
‘mother was a honsewife,
‘happy with ber large
family, for whom she did
all ihe cooking.

My father wan the
firsft Hemd of the New
Utrecht Dianensary,

. poor family. Not only did ;

located on 43rd Street
between 12th and [3th
Avenuces. Il was Lthe direct
foreronner of the. Isrmel
Zion Hospital, of which he
‘was one of the founders
(pow Maimmonmides
Hospital). His office was
in oor home-at 1230 46th
- Street; it wes = large
|house: " three <lfloors, an
| open porch, frontSand back
'yards with gfsst, colorful

fMlowers; mndrapple trced, -

atl-of -which were tended
. by our ltallsn gardener,
<Joe: Thin house wilh the
‘beavtiful gardens is no
longer in existence.
My father wpeclal-.
.ized in Interoa) medicine
and later also specialized
in cardiology. He bed
cspecially strong views
about women’s immersion
in a mikveh, which he
belleved was important to
women’s raprodoctives)
contimued on page 8 © .0
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heallh apd wrote pamphlcts
on The Scientific’ Aspects
of Sexoal Hyglene.

He was one of the

foundere of Etz Chajm, the

first yesbiva in the United

States to combine Hebrew .

studies and EBogliah
studies. My .pareais
aitended Ansche Sfard
Synagogue (l14ith Avenpe
snd 45th Street) and, troe
to the precepis of Judaism,
my f(ather pgave mosat
generounsly to charity. |
still bave an mccounnt book
wherein he fiemized hix
charjtable contributions.
One* enu'y notes that he
made a'‘hovse call to a

he not charge them for his -

vixit, bot he also left $10
under the patient’s pillow!
My father donated 20 centa

of every dollar be easned to

charity .

T My father wrole
many articles for medical
jouroals on treatment of
caucer and heart discase.
During Wortld War 11 he
sdvised the War Production
Board on how the Armed!
Services' counld dvoid -
fatigne. His. accomplish- .

| ments lhcloded minventiog |

the thteeitone stecthescope |
and a bettef” nébrological
bammer and the Invcntlon

of.lhe. ihor.,-n:opn

Doilhg’ Ptc-ldant
Truman's adminiatration,

" my father was called o =3 !

2 consoitant by the |
President’s - doctor tO
examipe Mrs. Troman, her
mother, Mra. Wallace, and
President Troman., At that
time he was .invited to
sleep over in the While
House. A framed thank |

. you letter from President !

. baaana man, ithe fish map,

Truman bapgs in m y)
apariment. g

My - .memories of
Boro Park are vivid. Ia
addition to stores, food

was scld from horse and
wagons: l.remember the

and the vegetable man.
Then there’ was the
pusbcart macket-on 39th

Street and 13th Avenve,
before the City Market was
buill at that location
during the administration
of Mayor Laguardia and the

pushcart vendors were
obliged to take =talls
inside. ‘"The Super K

Disconnt Markel is now on
that site. At that {1ime
13th Avenne waa still
residential, with stores
extending only from 45th
Sireel 1o 39¢h Street.
Beyond Old New Utrecht
Road, toward 18th Avenuc,
there was only farmland. .
My sister’'s name
was Stella, and my
brothers® names were
Albert, Arthor, Norman,
Pinces, Seymoor, and
Sidoey. Albert, Norman,
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Pincus, Sidoney and their
wives =til} live io Boro
Park today. How well I
remember the large seders
we bad, with the whole

family and goestis seated |

around our large dining
room tablel

We children-
very close amnd  went
ceverywhere in a group.
My brothber Pincus married
my {riend Sylvia Labenolf.

1 remember the
mapy fine dreas shops on
13th Avenue: Bushell’s,
between “481h and 49th
Strecis: {mext Zdoor Lo
Meyer’d lte Cream Parlor);
when Boshell’'s weni oot of
business, the Linden Shop

moved into Boshell’s store |

from another location on
13th Avenue; Welptraub's,
oo the cormer of 49th
Street and 13th Avenove;
and Morrells’, beotween
48th and 49th - Streets,
which stocked good quelity
skirta mnd blooses.: Then
there was Al-Hi, = men’s
clothing. shop il the corner g
of 49th Street and 13th
Avenue, and " Home
Beaatiful, between 461k
and 47th Streets, ‘which
sold beautiful furpitvre.

When §| was atill
siongle, 1 wax a!Vice
Prezsident of the Jonior
League of Llarael Zieon
Heoapital. Afier meetings
which were held at the
Concordix Club on 15th
Avenue apnd 49th Street,
we gitls went to Meyer’s 1
Ice Cream Parlor on 13th
Avenue and 49th Street for
sodas. 1 also belonged to
the youpg pecoplce’s grouvp
st tbe Jufantsa Home, :
locmied on 56th Street
between New Utrecht and
14th Ayvenues, My
brothers and § went to
Saturdsy pight dances at
the Menorah Temple, a '
catesing hall on 14th
Avenue and 50th Sireet,
now a school. d

None of my
brothers became doclors. '
However, my fsiber's
medical heritage lives ob
io his gradchildrea, many
of whom became doctors.

were

't

|* SCIENTIFIC ASPECTS ;
e : OF :

We th = ok
Genevieve Antin who
wrole the above article and
Lucille Posner, officer of
tbe Boro Park Historical
Sociely who interviewed
her and submitted this very
intcresting family history.

While fooking

tbrough my fles 1 foond u’

copy of Dr. Smitbline’s
pampblet. There is no

date lnside, bot from the |
secientific papers cited it

the mid ' lo .late; 1930's.
o _cbver teddd ud follows:

{
|
i
SEXUAL HYGIENE !
The Bath of Immersion |
(Mlkvah)
By
-JACOB SMITHLINE, . |
' M.D

1230.461b STREET,
BROOKLYN, N.Y.

; Fellow of tbe American

Medical Association,

‘ Member of the New York

State, Kings County,

{ and New Ultrecht Mcdical

Associstions, and
Associate Physician to the
Iarmel Zion Hospital
at Brooklyn, etc. =

@ I5¢c
The next booklet will be
HOW TO LIVE WIFH THE

re

BIBLE
The inside cover reads as
,_[gllgws:. . -
To his teachers

RABBI ABRAHAM
ELEAZER ALPERSTEIN
RABBI CHAIM
NACHMAN COHEN

and to hix father  _
ZEVI HERSH SMFFTHLINE
and 1o his motbher
MERIAM SMITHLINE
whose lives were simple
and iruc, and to whom he
owes what he is, who will
forever command his
esteem and love and
respect, this pamphlet i
dedicated by the Anthor.

loffice,

seems that this 12 page ! Boro Park Community

psmphlet was -wrilten in
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NEW HOME FOR BORO
PARK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

After much trial
and tribulatiom, the Boro
Park Historical Society
(B.P.H.S.) has finally
found a mew home-office.
The pew location is 4211
13th Avenue, one flight

up.

In the pew modcst
shared with the

|Covncil; theSB.P.H.S..
‘hopcs to set' vp some,
‘lnlcxcnlng-"—hilloricnl
\dispiays ~and~ photo
cxbibits whick will
.hopefully develop into =
small muicom of "‘Boro!
‘Paerk * blstory amd
_memorics. ANl contri-
butions of historics)
. materials to the displays
are most welcome.
' Special boura are plenned
for public viewing.

The B.P.H.S.
welcomes volonteers Go
help in the work on

manning the office, Mling,
making phone calls, doing
iclerical work, or inter-
viewing people. In order
te help pay the rent,
 uillities, mailing, photo-
graphy, copylng, etc., the
.B.P.H.S. is o need of
. funds. Your membership
dues of $5 will help. Join
us - Boro Park is you.

Please aend your
dues and/or coptributions
to The Boro Pazk
Historical Sociely, 4211 -
13th Avepue - Brooklyn,
N.Y. L1219,
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Hisrorical Highlights
By: Dr, Philip J. Kipusi

Schools In Boro Park
The schools in Boro Park, the
Public as well as the religious
schools, are cenainly an importani
component of the history of this
communily.] have made an in
depth study of the hisjory of the
schools in this communily and
plan W include a series of articles
summarizing ihese studies in this
columnover the next few months.
Perhaps readerscan add addilional
information aboul these schools
form their own experiences and
memories.
Public Schools
There have been ten public
schools functioning in the Boro
Park community. The f(irst and
oldcst school building in Boro
Pask, locaicd on 141th Ave.
Boaween S3rd and 54th sucets,
had an intercsting hisiory which
rcflects some of the changes in

the communily. That school was

. Trsteslablished as P.S. 103 in Lhe

casly 18BC's when this community
was still pant of the Town of New
Uwrechi a few new boildings and
additions were buill for P.S. 103
but 1the present large brick

, swuclure running atong 141h
* Avcnue was crecled in 1904-1905.

These is a small section in the
back that was buill earlicr. The
10Lal cost of this structare, builtin
1904-1905. including land,

. construclion and conients was

$278,534. Today the land iisell |
may have avalue of Twenty times *

. that amount.

Nine othey public school
buildings wese subsequently built
in the Boro Park community, The

; 1ast onc, Montaulk 1L.H.S. 223,
i loceied on 16th Avenuc between

42nd esnd 43rd Sireets was

, compleied in 1930, Thus the
: newest public school building in

i this community is pow 60 years
old and wthere are o plans to boild
any new public schools in Boro
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Tbe reason for this is that as
I.h? cthnic compositon of the
neighborhood and the religious

: oricnlation of the people changed

over the years, more and more of
the ncighborhood chitdren began
aucnding Yeshivas and parochial
schools. Consequently, ecven
though the population of Boro
Park increased dramatically, there
was no need for any additional
public schools. Infact the existing
public schools became
undcrutilized, as more and more
Yeshivas were built. In addilion
all the aficmoon Hebrew schools
or Talmud Torzh’s also slowly
lost their sladeats and closed
down,

P.S5. 103, the first public school
built also became the first public
school closed because of
underutilization. It was soid by
the cily in 1979 10 a2 Yeshiva. The
building now houses a girl’s

. religious school of Lhe Saunar

chasidic community called “Bais
Rochel De Satmar™,

Other public schools in the
community that became partially
undecutilized were also on the
brink of being closed. Instead,
however, Lhe city brought in
students from other communitics
10 help relieve the congestion in
other school districts and
established several special
programs in the available space in
the existing schools,

The cther eight public schoals
in the Boro Park community their

. addresses and the year of

: construction are as follows:

1 P.S.48 a1 6015-18 Ave. Built in
3 1915.(This schoolis on the border
' of Boro Park)

: P. S, 105 { The Blythebourne

Schoal) at 1031-59 St, Became a
separale schoof in 1895 in a
- wooden building. Before that it
was a branch of P.5. 103, the

!
| present brick structure was
!

completed in 1926.

v P.S. 131 at Ft. Hamilton Pkwy.

Between 43 and 44 Strects, was
completed in 1901,

P.S. 160 {( The Wiliam T,
Sampson Schoal) at S105-Fr
Hamilton Parkway was
completed in 19099.

P.S.164 (The Rodney School)) at
14 Ave.between 42 and 43 Strests

' Was compliu:ii in 1910,

P.8, 180(The Homewood School}
15601 16 Ave. wascompletedin
1925,

P.S. 192 at 4715 18 Ave. was
compleized in 1924,

John J. -Pershing J.H.S, 220 at
4B12- 9 Ave. was completed in
1925.

Adellec Weinsiock
T was bom in Boro Park and
lived on 45th St. between 13th
and 14th Ave. From birth undil 1
was married. My husband and [
moved back 10 the same house in
1955 and lived there until 1979,
We then sold the propeny and
moved 10 our present residence
on 58th St
During these years [ have seen
great changes in the community.
some of Lhese changes I remember
and some have been told to me.
My parenls moved 10 Boro
Park in 1907. The strects then
were mostly unpaved. The nearest
school wasP.S. 103 on 14th Ave.
and 53rd st. My oldes brother and
sister had w attend P.S. 103 until
P.S. 164 o0 14th Ave, and 43rd

. St was opened. My brother then

1

gradualed from P.S. 164 about
1911, I believe he was in the first
gradualing class. The rest of us
all attended P.S. 164 which was
then an 8B school, They offered

—_continued on page 8
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cooking classes and Home:-

Fconomics classes for girls and
shop classes for boys. In the

summer that were “Summer

School” play activilics.

" My sisicr took me to the library

then Jocated ip a small building
necar the Edgewood Church on
l4th Ave. and 541h St. From there
the library fn¥cd It 4 s1orc on
56Lh St necar 13th Ave., thentoa
" double siare bn 13th Ave, ncar
52nd St.,and finally o its present

_tocation on 431 SL* +

w'' When | was a child thcre were

private houses on 13th Ave. from

i 45th SL 1o the higher streets. Later
zoning laws changed. Many of

Lhe houses were actually moved
[rom one sile 16 another, drawn
by teams of horses.

When my parenis first Jocated
+on 45th SI. you could sce the
Culver line on 37th St. from our
house. Soon alter the sirects were
built up with cheap houses still in
exislence,

I recall going with my brothcr
Nal lomectmy latherat the siation
on New Utrecht Ave, When the
West End train ran on the ground.
! also remember the subway
cclebration when the elevaied
train madc jis first run and stop on
New Uuocht Ave. There were
many feslivitics and pageants in
which school children
participaled. -~

I can recall the gas lamps that
Iit the strecis and the lamplighier
that made his daily rounds - a
romantic touch.

The Etz Chaim Yeshivah now
£one, was built on the site of the
Boro Park Club House. The
entrance 10 the Yeshivah was a
semi-circular road vp on which
the horses and carriages drove
and later automobiles.

|

The movics were a big thing in
thosc days. The Garden on 46 St.
and New Utrecht Ave. and Lhe
Eaglc on 161h Ave, and 42nd St
had opcn air performances in the
summer iime. On 13th Ave. was
the Rayal where children piled in
with their lunch w spend the day
there for a nickel. In the movic
housc a piano accompanicd the
movic and & man went around
spraying the air with some
porfume of &ir fresheher,

West End sofl Locwy Boro Park
tnovie houses which alst 3howed

! live waudeville shows, My
+ husband 1ok me there on a date.

There were ice cream parlors atl
ovcrandafterda movie you stopped
in for a sundae.

Milk was delivered to each
- house daily and the white Borden

Wagon with a white horse was a
fomiliar sight. 1 always called the
genial man who came to collect
the bill *'Mr. Borden™. The other
compeling milk company was "
ShefTield™.

Boro Park was really a park
then, with its many trecs and
gardens. Houses werc not buill |
without yards and gardens.

There were a number of
Churches, most of them
disappeared one by one and ane
by onc ncw Synagogues appeared.
The Machzikei Talmud Torah
was on 43rd St near 13th Ave.
There was a shul, still there, on
12th Ave. and 41st St in 1905.
Later Temple Emmanuel which
had a very wealthy congregation
and Shomrei Emunah were bueilt.
TFhen First Congregation Anshei
Srard was built around 1915 and
Beth - El later. We had great
cantors and well known Rabbis in
Boro Park 10o.

We thank Adclle Weinstock, a
prominent Boro Park old Timer,
for her inleresting contribution
and wclcome comments from
our readcers.
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READERS' COMMENTS
ON PREVIOUS
ARTICLES

Occasionally, there
are omissions or techmical
errors Ip this column. For
the sake of historical
accoracy, we are happy to
list the corrections and
additions when they are
brought to our attention.
A few such comments
follow and we thank our
readers for bringing them
to our attemtlon.

+ In the issve of
December 1989; we had an
article shout’ ' Dir. Fred
Margarettén. Mr. Herman
Sitberstein reiiembers that
Dr. Margaretten's office
was located on 14th
Avepue, between 47th and

48th street, right next to |

the pew large Munkacher
Synagogue. i Dr.
Margarettan's - offlce was
taken over by Dr. Abrabam
Borastein when the former
retired. The bnilding was
then purchased by the
Monkacher Synagogue
when Dr. Bornstein retived,
snd ls now used as offices
for their community.

» In the issue of
January 1990, an article
from the Brookiyn Eagle
of February 1913
mentioned the name of
Mrs, Allin, daughter of E.
B. Litchflield. The name,
Allin, was spetled
incorrectly, =s “Allep”.
Mr. B. M. Selevan
indicates that [t is
important 10 mention this
correction because, that
family name s very

sigaificant in the early
history of Boro Park.

+ Io the issue of
November 1989, we bad an
articlte, eotitled “Samuel
Oelbaum®”. [In that article,
we mentioned the series of
owners of the procery store
at 4502 161h Avenne. Mr.
Herman Dentsgch, one of
the owners of that store,
‘ndicated that he could add

some dates and other
Information. He purchased
the store ia 1968 from Mr.
Zisfine, and etaysd there
ontll 1971 WhEn N8 sold it
to Mr. Rotk. ~Mir;<Dattsch
moved to Boro Pirk from

‘the Lower East Sid2, where

be also owned & grocery
store. He lived on 45th
street, between i2¢h and
13th Avenue, thett moved
to Flatbush when he »sold
bis grocery and bouse.
Mr. Devtsch, sobsequent-
ly, went into the Norsing
Home business.

NEW YORK TELEPHONE

CO. GRANT

We received a grant
of $250 from the New
York Telephone Co. to
belp pay for our video film
of Boro Park [asi year,
The Video included the
New York Telephone
building and hlstory on
14th Avenue and 42nd
Streel, among other nites.
Me. Gerard J. Bisogno,
Community Relation:s
representative of New York
Teleshone Co., resesarched
and prescnted a summary
of the history of that
building in the
community. We thank Mr.
Bisoguno and the Néw York
Telephone Co. for thelr
help.

The B.P.H.8. welcomes
volunteers to help inthe work
on manning the office, flling,
making phone calls, doing
clerical work or interviewing
people. In order to help poay
the rent, utilities, mailing,
photography, copying ste. the
B.PH.E. Is in need of funds.
Your membership dues of 38
will help. Join us - Boro Park
18 you.
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HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS

by Dr. Pbilip J. Kipust

About S years ago I inteviewed
Benjamin M. Kororeich, attor-
ney and realestate businessman,
His business office is located at
4915-12 Ave. Uanfortunately, we
both bad only a few mibutes for
this interview and therefore we
could only discuss a few ilems,
The Kororeich fawily isreatly a
very old-time prominent Boro
Park family and 1 hope at a
future time 10 be able to have
another interview,

His parents, Hyman and Pepie
Kornreich and family came to
Bore Park in 1905 from the
Lower East Side, the same year

that Benjemin was born ou the *

East Side. Their first vesidence
inBoro Park wason 42nd St. be-
tween Ft. Hamilton and 121h
Ave. They were very active and
belpful in the building of the
synagogue on 12th Ave.and 41st
St, then called Temple Beth-EL

Some of the subsequent ad-
dresses of the family were 1260-
49 51, 1540.54 St., 5714-15 Ave.
and 4817-15 Ave.

Ben remembers the West End
Railroad when it ran on the

- ground on New Uirecht Ave-
nue, the elevated line was built
in 1916,

Hymao Kororeich belped Lo
bujld Shomrei Emunah Syna-
gogue on 14 Ave. and 52 5¢t. A
plaque still hangs in the syna-
gogue boooring bim for donat-
ing all the officers chairs. Bep
attended Shomrei Emunah un-
il 1958 when he moved to Great
Neck.

Hyman Korareich originally
immigrated to the U.S. from
Austria (Hungary) in 1889. He
was a member of the Borgen-

- ichd family and helped build
their 24 room home obn 15 Ave.
between 51 and 52 St.  The
home streched along the entire
block. On tbat site the apart-
ment house at 5§100-15 Ave. is
nowlocaated. Ben'smother was
deceased in 1957 and his father

1
t

was deceased i 1967. y
Louis and Regina Borgenichbt

. bad = little shule in their house
i which they used for study groups

and prayer In the eveniogs on

’ theSabbatband holidays. The

family was very prominent
and charitable and bosted
many guests there who needed
aplacetosiay or eat. Op their
property was a very small
police booth. A replica of this
bome was builton Sbhore Road
but it has now been converted -
inic a nursing bome.

The Borgenicht [fawmily is
written about in the book
"Days of Our Years”. They
were the largest manufactur-
ers of children’s dresses.

Mr. H. Kornreich went into
the real estate busniessin 1923
and then becamea broker, His
son Benjamio continued in the
real estate business formany
years. In fact after my Own
marriage, Ben served as bro-
xer for the first house I pur-
cbased at 1582-51 St. in 1952,

PR. MIRIAM
FREUND-ROSENTHAL
Dear Phil:
In reading the book, In My
Lifetime, by Miriam Freund-

Rosenthal, I was interesied to
jearp that both the author and
Rose Halprin, Past Presidents
of Hadassah, formerly lived in
Boro Park, The book &s avaik

Continued on page ¢
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Continued trom Page 2
able from the Jewish Educa-
tion Dept, Hadassah, SO W,
58th St., New York,NY 10019,
for $12,including postage. If
bougbtin personatthe Hadas-
sah office, the price is $10.
Information on Boro Park is
excerpted below.

My childbood and youth were
lived in Boro Park, Brookiyn,
with the exception of four years
in New Jersey. Boro Park was
better known (o readers of the
Yiddish press as "Blutter-
town" or Mudtown, due to the
lack of paved streets in its
beginnings. My grandfather
had been an early pioneer,
setling his family i a vast
white house on 12th Avenue.
Boro Park was a wonderfol
home for a young Jewish girl
who loved the Sabbath holi-
ness, both at home and in the
neighborhood. What joy to
visit Temple Emanuel. where
my grandfather prayed, fac-
ing the congregation oo the
mizrach bench, then (o go on
and visit my parents at Ye-
shiva Etz Chaim, one of the
first modern dayschoolsin this
couniry, of which my father
was a founder,

So much did my parents be-
lieve in the virtues of modern
Hebrew that they imported 2
Palestinian Jew to teach their
children. It is interesting to
note that, although my grand-
father was one of the founders
of the Orthodox shul on 14th
Avenue, he preferred in his
Later yearstodaveninthe Con-
servative Temple Emanuel.
What & thrilt it was to walk
down the aisle dressed in my
new holiday outfit! Each year,
just before Rosh Hashana and
before Passover, Mother and 1
shopped for soemething new
for the boliday. Joy and Jove
have colored those special
holiday memories for me. I
often think thattoday children
miss rouch of thai special dis-
tinctiveness.
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My mother's parents were
Cbarles and Tobels Zindler,
who opened 2 women's shirs-
waist business on the Lower
Eaxxst Side, corner of Grand and
Allen Streets. Owve of their
chidren was my mother, Re-
becca ,who mearried Harry
Kottler, son of Arye Chaim
(deceased) and Devorah (also
known as Baba) Kottler; both
were descended from re-
knowed rabbinkcal familjes.
Barry, the youngest of three
s0ns, kearned the trade of cut-
ter and found work at the
Zindler establishment where
hie met rvy mother, Grandpa

Zindler did not consider him 2
suitable groom for bis daugh-
ier; they had to resort 1o the
belp of a friend to arrange :
meetings. I only learned this
after my father died, and the
friend came to visit, Grandpa
was finally convinced that this
Litvak was his daughter's
choicefor marriage. They were
marvied st the turn of the
century.

Four children were born 10
them; Esther, myself, Archie
and Joseph. Despite the ups
and downs of making a living,
they sent all four children lo
college and participated in
Jewish communal life. They
remained lovers despile the
moral vicissiitudes of life.
Father was full of warmth and
loved fun; Mother was more
reticent buttbey shared beleifs
and valves.

Mother and her two sisters,
Lena Ysnover apd Mary
Elmer, were loyal daughters
and on Saturday afternoons
they brought their children to
visit with Grandpa and
Grandma Zindler. My fa.
ther's mother, Baba Xottler,
was a ¢onstant presence, The
Salanter Rav, the Ravs Ep.
siein, Frank and Kotiler were
always there in our home, in
spirit. Judaism, scholarship
and Zion were interwoven and
became partof my daily life.

My [ather was an honorable
and faithful man and Jew.
When he died, his body was
carried through the streets
from our bome to Etz Chaim
Yeshiva (although he was not
fully observant) and the final
services were held there. When
Mother died, her body, in a2
coffin, was brought to Etz
Chaim, and the doors were
opened ip ber bonor, before
she was carried on to the fu-
neral parlor. Thirty daysafier
Mother's death, the commu-
nity arranged 8 Hesped (a
memorial service) in her
memory.

My childbhod was lived in
the ups and downs of the Zion-
ist movement. A small, but
fervent Zionist circle met in a
Zionist house, whose deed was
in my mother's name. Zvi
Hirsch Masliansky, the mag-
netic orator, Dr. Abraham
Samuel Schwartz, the Hebrew
poet, Mr, Abraham Spicehan-
dler, and Myr. Fishman were
al) fammiy friends.

I must have absorbed the
message of taking action and
Joining, because even at an
early sge I was a member of a
Gir) Scout troup (led by our
Rebbitzin, Mrs. Wellerstein),

of a Young Judea clud, of
Junior Hadassah, ope of a
tennis club.

During my cbildbood years1
had visited Rose Halprin's
bome. Her family lived op
46th Street and I4th Avenue.
Her father was Ortbodox aand
was known as & Hebrew
scholar; ber stepmother and
my mother were friends. (Rose
Halprin was iater to becoome
a National President of
Hadaassah.)
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My second home in Boro
Park was the Boro Park Li-
brary on New Utrechl Ave-
bue and S6th Street, wherel
spent countless afternoons.

1 first roet my husband,
Milton Freund, on Rosh Ha-
shanah 1921, I was 15 and he
was 17, I bad gone to my
aunt's house to wish her a
happy holiday and my lennis
group was to meet me there.
Milton was a newcomer to the
group and he came with them.
Milton's parents, lsaac and
Bella Goldberg Freund, lived
inBoro Park too. Wemet and
inmmediately recognized our
desliny together. We were
marvied on July 3, 1927,

Soon after foy marriage, 1
found myself President of the
YoungIsrael Wamen's Group
of Boro Park, and a member
of the Board of Education for
the Flatbush Yeshiva, despite
a full teaching schedule and
graduate work at New York
University. The year 1935 was
aremarkable turning pointin
my life. (She joined Hadas-
sah,) 1 also remember with
much respect and affection
those women of Boro Park --
active, concerned, articulate,
determined 10 play a positive
role in assuring a Jewish fu-
ture.

Onfen op Saturday evenings
{after Shabbat) Milton,my<on
Mat and I would bave dinner
at the Famous, a vegetarian
restavrant on 13th Avenue in
Boro Park. We often met
Granoy« and Grandma Zin-
dler there and they woule sk

- us to join them, OGrandpa

would 'ke the checek, leave 2
tp and then go pay the bill.
Graodma, without saying a
word, would add to the tip and
walk away. This bappened
every time!

After reading this extremely
interesting book, I contacted
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Dr. Freund-Roseotbal for
further questions. She told me
that she moved to Boro Park
with ber parents in 1910 and
tbat she lived herli fitil about
1941, Her famil} Bome was
1325-471h Street. Her mother's
parepts, the Zindlers, lived in
abig while bouse on the corner
of 121k Avepue and 46th Street;
an apartment house is on that
site now, Miriam Kottler
married Miton Freund at
Temple Emanuel on July 3,
1927: they lived at the Temple
Arms, an apartment bouse at
49tk Street and 14th Avenuve.
Milton Freund died in April
1968 and Miriam Freund
married Harry Rosenthal in
1974; he died in 1989. Etz
Chaim Yeshiva was localed on
13th Avenue, S50th to Slst
Street; the King David Shop-
ping Mall occupies that site

now. In addition to Past Presi-
deats Dr. Freund-Rosenthal
apd Rose Halprin, other Boro
Park womepn who served on
Hadassah’sNational Board are
the late Pauline Borgenicht
Mack, Martba Gold and
Naomi Gurin.

We thaok tbis magpificent
woman for giving us permissi-
jup to use the above paragraphs
from ber extremely interest-
ingbook. LUCILLEPOSNER
We thank lucllle posxer, an offi-
cer Of the Boro Park Historical
soclkety for thin interesiing arthcie.

The B.P.H.S. welcoman
volunteers to belp in the work
on manning the office, filing,
moking phone cealls, doing
clerical work or interviewing
people. In order to belp pay
the rent, utilities, mailing,
photography, copying etc. the
B.PH.S. ia in need of funda.
Your membership dues of $5
will help Join ve - Boro Park
is you.
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HISTORICAL

HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust®

HEBREW SCHOOLS IN
EARLY BORO PARK

In the March issue we sum-
marized briefly the history of
the Public Schools in Boro
Park. Ib continuation of that
series on schools we would like
to outline the history of He-
brew schools in the early years
of Boro Park. This will merely
be a brief cutline. In the future
we will have more in depih
studies of the individual
schools. Jewish residents firsi
made their appearance in this
community between 1891.
1900, before the name Boro
Park was iniroduced. In 1884
the town of New Ulrecht and
the four other towns were
annexed and became part of
the City of Brooklyn. 1t wan’t
until 1898 that the City of
Brooklyn became part of the
City of New York. 11 was also

in that year that Senator Wil-
ltany Reynolds pave the name
of Boro Park to his new rea)
estate development, exiending
from 43 S1. to 60 St. and east of
New Utrecht avenue.

At first Hebrew education
was limited to private lessons
given after school in the com.
munity. As synagogues
{(shules) were built, little He-
brew schools, called Talmud
Torahs, were usvally devel.
oped within each synagogue.
Thelirstlarge shul was Temple
Beth-E) which started in 1902
on 12th Ave, and 41 St. That
building, theoldesishulin Boro
Park, still stands at that Joca-
lion today.

In 1908, a separate indepen-
dant Hebrew School was
staried which was not affili.
ated with any synagogue. It
wastalled Machzikei Talmud
Torah. This school, then lo-
cated at 1315 43 St,, provided
Hebrewinstructiontostudents
who atiended public schools in
the mornings. The hours of

instruction were uswvally from
4 10 6 pm, monday throught
Friday and Sunday mornings.
The Machzikei Talmud Torah
was very successful providing
instructiontaover §00siudents
on a regular basis during its
prime years,

The Machzikei Talmud To-
rah moved to its new building
on 14th Ave. corner 47 St. in
1951. Dne tocbanging popula-
tion of the community (most
Jewish children now atlended
Yeshivos) he M.T.T. closed iis
doorsin 1976 (approximately).

FIRST YESHIVA

The first yeshive ‘or all day
scheool establishedin Boro Park
was Lthe Hebrew Institute ol
Boro Park, also known as
Yeshiva Etz Chaim. 1t was
first established in Jan. 1916 in
a private house on 46 St. and
14th Ave. A few years later in
1920, the old Buro Park Club
House was purchased and the
Yeshiva added 1wo wings,
renovated and moved into that
building on 131th Ave. between

50 and 51 Sts. The Boro Park
¢Jub house was first buill by
Senator Reynoldsin 1898 when
he stsried his Boro Park de-
velopement,

It was a religious institution

which provided both the reli-
gious or Hehrew instuction as
well as the general or secular
studiesieilsstudents. Itshould
be pointed out that the Ye-
shiva Ei1z Chaim was the firsi
Day School in all of Brooklyn
and the second in the United
States. The yeshiva closed in
1979 due tethe changing needs
of the Boro Park Community.
YESHIVA TORATH
EMETH

The Academy Torath Emeth,
the officia) name by which this
yeshiva was first incorporated
and calied, started in 1927,
Some parents in 1the changinp
communily felt a need fur a

Continued on page 8
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Yeshivs in which the language
of instruction and translation
was Yiddish rather than He-
brew. This school first staried
with a handful of studenis in
the building of the first shule
inDora Park on 12th Ave.and
41 St., now called Cong. An-
schei Lubawitz,

In a year or two it moved te
itsown building, an old wovden
private house at 1359-48 S1, In
1938 the Yeshiva purchased s
building 214407-12 Ave.,reno-
vated it and relocated there.
Then in 1950-51 the Yeshiva
purchased the ald Machzikei
Talmud Torah building 2l
1315-1317-43 St. and moved
there,

Finatly in 1972 a new mag-
nificent building was erecied
at 1650-56 St.and the Yeshiva,
now cambined with the Ka-
minetzer High Schoo), moved
into the new and present loca-
tion.

The Mesivta ol Raco Park
High Schioal, an ofshoot of
Yeshiva Taras ¥.mes, began in
1955 in the old building of the
Agudathlsraelar431i-14 Ave,
In 1957 i moved into ihe do-
nated Isace M. Lobell Institute
building at 960-491h St. 1In
1959 it merped with the Ka-
minetzer Yeshiva, Finally in
1968 Yeshiva Toras Emes and
Kaminetzer Mesivio H.S.
merged once more Lot re-
mained in seperste buildings
until 1972,
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FIRST GIRLSDAY SCHOOL

Although girls attended some
of the Talmud Terab schools
in Boro Pork, as elsewhere in
the country, there were no
Yeshiva type day schools avail-
able for girls anywhere in the
United States.

In 1929 the Shulamith School
for girls was established in
Bore Park. Tt was uan all day
schon), the lirst such school for
girls in the United Stotes. The
first class mel above a store on
13 Ave., Juter it rented rpoms
inthe Y.M.H.A. buildingon 14
Ave. This was its home for
manhy years until the new
Shwlamith Yovng israel build-
ing was built in 1933 {(approx.)

Apain due 10 1he changing
population in Boure PMark the
Shulamith Schoul enrollment
began to decline. The schnol
then moved 1o Flatbush about
ten yeors age and is now 2
thriving fMourishing educa-
tional center.

BETH JACOB OF BORO
PARK

The Belh Jacnb Elementary
school located at 1372 46 St
(corner 14 Ave.) is now the
lorgest Beth Jacob school in the
U.S. and probably the targest
girls lewish elementary day
schonlolany kind in 1he United
Srates.

In 1941 a smal) group of par-
enis seeking an intensive Jew-
ish religious for their daugh-
ters with the language transla-
lion in Yiddish. decided 1o start
anewschool. The school started

. with seven girls meeling in the
home/shul pf Rabhi Simpson at
1546 46 St. The school was first
called Beth Rivka. It subse-
quently moved to several lem-
porary locstions until the first
building was purchased 2l 1413
45 St. Later the school ex-
panded rapidly 1o two, then
three buildings and still became
.serious]y overcrowded. Finally
in 1962 the new building on 46
St. and 14 Ave. was completed
and the school mnved there.
Due to rapid growth of the
school the new huilding was
seon inadequate and a large
adjoiring building was com-
pleted in 1982,

FIRST JEWISH SEMINARY

IN BORC PARK
Rabbi Avrohom Jofen, the
famous Falmudic Scholar and
Rabbinical seminary dean
(Rosh. Yeshiva) escaped from
Europe (Lithuania) and came
to America in 1941. He soon
staried a new his famous semi-
nary, Yeshiva BethJosel. The
classes first mel in the Agudath
1srael Synagogue, then located
at 1211-50 St. (near New Utre-
cht) above a store. In a short
time the school began 10 graw
and acquired its own building
at 1429-49 St. where it is still
located taday.

There was also at that time a
yabbinical seminary function-
ing called Yavneh Rabbinical
Seminary on Dahill Rd. and
Ditmas Avenue, in the syna-
gogue at that location. How-
ever, that school was short lived
andldonothave availableright
now any more specific infor-
matian about when the semi-
nary began. Perhaps some of
our readers may be sable to
supply that information. On
the Ditmas Ave. station of the F
train line there is still a sign
which reads " Yeshiva Yavneh
Rabbinical Seminary.”
FIRST CHASIDIC YESHIVA
The First chasidic yeshiva in
Bore Park was the Yeshiva
Be'er Shmuel. It started in
1953 at 4407-12 Ave. in the
building formerly occupied by
Yeshiva Toras Emes. In 1959
the Yeshiva Be'er Shmuel
added a mesifta or highschool.
In 1960 the administration
purchased the building at
1363-50 St. This building
formelry belonged to Cong.
Shomrei Emunah and was
used by the Young Israei Syna-
gogue before the completion
of its own new building. This
bullding was Lhen used for the
Be'er Shmuel elementary
school. About ten years ago
the Be'er Shmuel Yeshiva at
this location closed down and
the building was sold to an-
other yeshiva.

S9

During the next three dec-
ades the communil, has seen
the developement and growth
of many new yeshivas, mostly
chasidic on all levels. Inter-
estly, due ta the changing
papulation and changiag
times, many of the earliest
Hebrew schools have closed ar
moved from the neig-horhood.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING:
The community is invited

(o participate in the 6th Gen-
eral Membership Meeting of
the Boro Park Historical Soci-
ety which will feature interest-
ing presentations of Boro Park
history.

At this gathering another
video presentation of Baro
Park history will be shown;
Photo and memorabilia dis-
plays will be exhibited; a guest
speaker will relate personal
memories of old Boro Park;
and & discussion of Boro Park
memories with audience par-
ticipation will take place and
will be videod.

This meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday June 6, 1999,
at 7:30 PM at the Greater New
York Savings Bank (dowm-
stairs meeting room). Please
plan to join us and bring a
friend. Admisssion is {ree.
Come-reminisce-enjoy.
JOIN THE B.P.H.S.

Help us to preserve, rec-
ord and publicize the history
of this community. We need
you and we need yaur contri-
butions of information, pho-
10s, docoments, and dues. Send
your dues ($5 per year) or in-
formalion 10 the Boro Park
Historical Society, 4211-13
Ave, Bklyn, NY 11219
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HISTORICAL

HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust  ~
LOOKING FOR

SIEGEL FAMILY

We received the following
letter from a FLORIDA
resident seeking

information about the Sieged .

family. ITany of our readers
know the fawmily or have
inforoationtohelp thislady,
pleasesendittomy attention
ai the B.P, Community News
or the Boro Park Historical
Society. Members of BPHS
arealsodoing someresearch
on the matter tosee il we can
help in the search.

March 29, 1990

Dear Pr. Kipust:

1 was delighted to read of
BPHS, in the Winler issue
of Dorol. If people seeking
informaltion on families in
this area have been as
unsuccessiul as § have been,
Ithink you willbe inundated

with requests for, and bow
1o gel, informaltion!

1 have been trying to trace
the family of Joseph
SIEGEL, his wife Choshka
and their children Anne,
Blanche, Rose, and Nathan.
They were an Orthodox
family and would have
attended an Orthodox (if
not Chassidic) shul,
probably close towherethey
lived. Nathan, and possibly
the girls, would - have
Rilended a Talmud Torah
connected with the shul.
Perhaps you can answer
these questions for me:

1. Was there one shul which
attracted Russian Jews, in
particular? J¥s there a
membership or Chevra
Kadisha listing available?
2. Was there a particular
cemelery, in or near Boro
Park, used by Orthodox
Jews? One of the stories
about my grandmother
(Mary Kasdan Siegel), who
died in the 30's, is that she

|
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was s0 well known for ber
charities and good works, '
that the men of the

" congregation carried her ‘

coffin to the cemetery.
3.Does BPHS have anyidea |

of the Census Disiricis for Boro 1
Park for ihe NY Siate Census
and the US Census for 19307
I would be most appreciative ol
any factsor ideas your members
could give me. Since I am far
from NYC, 1 find it impassible
to tap the files of the Jewish
newspapers for 1920-40 or'to )
use information available
through the New York Public
Library.
Sincerely,
Pauiine Horowiiz
3n last moaih’s <olumn we ¢
discussed the begiuning of .
Hebrew/Jewish education in |
Boro Park. We outlined in
chronological order the
development of the fiest Day
schools and Yeshivas in the
community. The following
items based upon comments
and wmini-interviews add
miormation Bbout 1hese early
schools.
MILTON NORDLICHT
I met Mr. Nordlicht, a boyhood
classmate and friend of mine,
at a weekend convenlion
recently which 1ook place at
the Homowack Hotel in Spriog
Glen, New York. He bad just
read the Boro Park Community
MNews distributed there and
wanied to supply some
additional information about
the. Yeshiva Yavneh as
requesied in the article.
Mr. Nordlicht attended the
Yeshiva Yavoeh during the
years of 1950-54. He reccived .

. Smicha (Ordination) from the

Yeshiva in 1954, He indicaled
that the Yeshiva moved several

times dunng Dis yeurs aaeve, Bt
first wet in the Synagogoe on
Dahil Rd. and Ditmas Ave., then
moved (o 206 - E. Broadway,
Manhatian, then moved to &
bouse on the corner of 54 St.
and 15 Ave. (approximately in
1952-53) and then moved back
to Dsahbil Rd. However, he
doesu’t have any information
about whben this Yeshiva fiest
staried.

“Milton Nordiicht moved 1o
Boro Park with his two brothers
and parents Hymsb / and

. Miriam, is Jan. 1937. The

| family purchased a local
grocery store from M. Katz at
§222 - 16 Ave. {Cor. 53 SL)and
lived above the siore. Hisfather

fantipued, ou.page 8..

I REMEMBER
BORO PARK

* Continved from Page 2

passed away in 1947 but the
family continued to opersale the
grocery store until they sold il
in 1949 Millon indicated thal
their groceries was one of 1the
first Shomer Shabbos grocery
inthe community and may bave
been the first Lo carry Choloy
- Yisroe), They sold Balsom milk
which thencame in two varieties
- Cholov Yisroel and repular.
They also sold Kahal milk
which was entirely C .olov
Yisroel and was introduce 1 into
the market a few years after
Balsom milk.
Mr. Nordlicht’'s wmuther
continued fo live in Boro Park
until 1980 when she passed
away. His older brother Irving
married in 1952 and moved (o
Queens. Milton was married in
1955 and moved 10 Queens. His
younger brother Jules married
# Jocal girl Barbara Chamides,
lived in Boro Park for a few
years and then moved to Long
Beach, L.
PINKY SMITHLINE
Pinky Smithline, szid he was
borm at home in 1914 a1 “230-
46 St. Pinky is a son o, Dr.
Jacob Smithline M.D., about
whom we wrote several articles
in the past. The family came to
‘B.P.in 1914 from Bayonne,N_J.
Mr. Smithline said he attended
ihe Yeshiva Etz Chaim when il
was located on the corner of 14
Ave” amd. 4§ St.. This
cornerbuilding which honsed
the Yeshiva was donated by Mr.

Strauss. Mr. Strauss lived in |

the house across the sireet,
where . Beth Jacob is now
located. Heremembers walking
ip the big parade marking the
purchase of N.P. Club House
by the Yeshiva E1z Chaim, in
1920. =



« June 14. 1990 « Boro Park Community News

After that he remembers
thai the c¢Jub house was
renovated, Iwo wings and o .
brick front were added, before
the school wvicupied the
building. The uJub house, he
recalls, had green shingles.

He also remembers the first
Hebrew Priacipal, Mr.
Richman and the first English
Principal, Mr. Kufeld.
The following are a few other
memories recalled by Mr.
Smithline. He remembers that
the Gardcn theater on New
Utrecht Ave. and 46 St. showed
open air silent movies in the
Summer ime. Admission 10 the
Movies was 10¢. Some people
would go up to ihe elevated
train, pay 5¢ for the train fare,
and watch the movie from Lhe
slation walkway at half nrice.
Pinky said be bas a photo, taken
aboul 1920, of 13 Ave and 48
St., where (he Anchor Bank is
Dow located. there wasacburch
at the location al that time.
GECRGE GOTTLIEB
George Goillich said he wasone
of the carly students in the
Yeshiva Toras Emes. He started
there in 1929 when the school
metin ths Synagogue on 12 Ave
and 41 !, He was in the 6th
grade (hen and his class
included Melvin and Harold
Coben {twins), Abe Sternman,
Sam Deuvtsch and others.
George indicated that he was in
the second graduzting class of
that school. He recalls that the
first Hebrew Principal of Toras
Emes was Rabbi Shmuc) Wolk,
the man who subsequenily
founded Shulamith school for
girls.
Tt 2 second principal, he said,
was Rabbi Dr. Treistman, who
was a student of Rabbi Chaim
Heller, He returned to Eurcpe
ar.} was lost in the holocaust.
Thethird Hebrew principal was
Rabbi Goidberg. He also
remembers ihe first English
principal, Mr. Hatry Lipschitz,
and his graduating teacher Mr.
Louls Wald.

George Gottlieb's parenls Mirst
moved to Mapleton Park
(Bensonhursy) in 1929 form
Harlem. His father was a
Cantor. George moved to B.P.
in 1943 when he wmarried
Beverly Roth. Beverly’s father
Harry Roth was also one of the
st:unch {inancial supporters of
Yeshiva Toras Emes.

RABRBI PHILIP GOLDBERG
R:bbi Philip (Faivel) Goldberg
recalled {hat his father Rabbi
Menachem Goldberg was the
first Hebrew Principal in
Yeshiva Toras Emes when it
moved to 48 St. between 13th
and 14th Aves. His father left
for Canada for two years and
theofficersgf Toras Emes called

him back {o be principal again -

when the Yeshiva mayed to4407
-T2 Ave.in 1538. 5 ¥
The building on 12 Ave-was
purchased by ibe Yeshiva
from Dr. Wald:* That
building was used by Dr.
Wald as a small private
bospital. Dx. Wald lived and
maintained his office right
next door, on the corner of
44 St a

There were limes when the
Yeshiva was io serious
financial difficulties. In fact
the bank wanted to take over
the building for non
payment of morfgage,. At
that time Philip Goldberg’s
mother gave up her jewelry
to help save the mortgage
and prevent the:-bank
takeover. In fact when the
building was subsequently
sold to Yeshiva Beer Shmuel
they bad to go to; Mrs.~
Goldberg to obtain the deed
which was still in her hounse.
OTHER COMME{!TS;}"
Rabbi Rubin ““Soloff
commented to me that his
parents were involved in
organizing Toras YEmes.
People calied ‘his parepts
and others involved;in
starting the Yeshiva:

fanatics. They wanted tol 1

know why Etz Chaim was
not religious enough_ since
most of the Rabbis sent their
children there. Mr. Leo”
Zelinger informed me that
he moved to Boro Park In -
1932. =
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1 remembered that he
was president of the Yeshiva
‘FJoras Emes for many years
apd a very active supporter
of the Yeshiva for decades.
In fact 1 remember when
his ' wife Bertha was

terminally illin the hospital,

and uppermost in her mind
was the welfare of the
* Yeshiva. When ever people
came (0 visit her she
discouraged any gifts and
usked her visitors to help
the Yeshiva instead.Shealso
declined gifts of jewelry
from her husband advising
instead that the money be
give to the Yeshiva. She
passed away in 1962. Their
son Rabbi Yakov Zelinger
nas been one of the Roshei
Yeshiva, leading Rabbis in
the’ Yeshiva Toras Emes
Kamenitz now for many
years.
In Dec. 1986, [ chanced to meet
Mr. S. Ezra Austen at some
function. he said he lived in Far
Rockaway but comumuled and
attended Yeshiva Etz Chaim
from 1928-30 when he was in
the 3rd and 4th grades. His
Hebrew teacher was Mrs.
Auerbach, He remembers
playing Ring-a-liveo im the
school yard. He said he never
lived in Boro Park but was then
€1986) temporarily living in a
furnished room while on a visi(
form Buoei Brak, Israel.
‘We bave received more items
in connecticn to the early
history of Hebrew schools in
Baro Park and plan 1to
incorporate them in future
columns.
SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS
We encourage our readers to
submit” their own comments
based uponr memories of RBoro
Park and family. - .
“We also appeal to éur readers

£ tajoin the B.P.H.S.and suppart

the work gof the organization.
Help preserve, research, and
publish the history of this
community. Your $5 dues will
help pay some af the expenses.
Sendilemsandduesto B.P.H.S.
4213-13 Ave., Bklyn,NY 11215.
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HISTORICAL

HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust
THE 6TH ANNUAL
MEETING

The Boro Park Historical
Socicty’s 6th annual genesal
membership meeting took place
on June 6th. 7:30 P.M. in the
meeting room of the Greater New
York Savings Bank. Evenbefore
the mecting began, joy emanaied
from the audience as Lhey eagerly
shared recollections and looked
at the old photographs which
were on display.

Dr. Philip Kipust, President,
welcomed the audicnce. Firston
the agenda was the showing of a
vidco filin, made by the Exccu-
live Committee, which included
vasious 13th Avenue locavons,
from 44th Sireel 1o S3rd Sirect.
Following are some of the
highlights.

The videobeganin fromt of Rx
Unlimited, 441h Streci and 13th
Avenve. RICHARD AJENA,
owner, said that Kresge's live
and dime Store had formerly oc-
cupicd the sile. {Among several
others, Crawford's, a men’s
clowthing store, had also occupicd
the sile.) Mr. Aiena recalled Lthe
dayswhen acustomercould walk
ovl of 1he side door of
Woolworth's, cross 44th Street,
and walk nghtin at the side door
of Ksespe's. He also gave the
hisiory of several nearby slores:
Woolworh's five and dime siore
is the only old time siore sill
theic, on its original site.

DARIO MAROTTA gave a
briel history of 13th Avenoe
banks, thc ones lfom 44th 10 53rd
Swect. Beginning in 1933, the
present Bank Leumja14410 13th
Avenue was the home of Lhe
Public Nalional Bank, The Mu-
nicipal Bank was locaied a1 46
Sureel from 1921 to 1926; aler
that the building was occupicd
by astore. Beginningin 1927 the
comer of 471th Sireet wag occu-

pied by the Municipal Bank and
is how the home of the Chase
Manbattan Bank. The Bay Ridge
Savings Bank moved o the
comer of 48Lh Streetin 1927, s
name was changed w Anchor
SavingsBankin 1968. The name
Bay Ridge Savings Bank is stil!
engraved high up on the front of
the building. The words "New
Utrecht Branch™ are incised on
the front of the building since the
bank was originally localed on
New Utrechl Avenue. Manulac-
turers Hanove, Trust Company,
a Greck revival building, is lo-
caiced al the corner of 49th Sucet.
From 1925 until 1929, This was
the silc of the State Bank and
Trust Company. The Dime
Savings Bank on Slst Strcel was,
untl three years ago, the silc off
Waldbaum's Supcmmarket: be-
fore that Lthe site was occupied
by a German Lutheran Church
(demolished). The comerof 53rd
Street, occupied since 1979 by
the Greater New York Savings

Bank, was fonncrl)?“o?cupied

by Simon Bemstein’s fumiture
store.

HAANNAHHARRIS wason
hand in front of the pizza parlor
at 4814-13 Avenue. She spoke
of Meyerslce Cream Parlor, the
former occupant. Meyer's wasa
neighborhood hang-out; the co-
median Buddy Hacket was
among the many hangers-out.

ESTHER KANE spoke in
front of the Famous Dairy Res-
tauramn, 4818-13th Avenuc. The
Famous has becn al the same
location f[or 64 years, aithough
the original owner is no longer
there.

LUCILLE POSER, in frontof
the fruit store at 4905-13th Av-
enue, spoke of Ebinger’'s Bak-
ery, the former occupanlt.
Ebinger’s, one of an ¢xelusive
Brooklyn chain of German-
American bakeries, moved 1o
that location in 1937. Ebinger's
was famous [or their delicious
cakes and pies, inctuding 1heir

chocolate Boston Cream Pieand
sheir vanilia or strawberry
bisque. When Ebinger’s went
out of business in 1972. Ossie’s
Fish Store was the pextoccupant,
until Ossie's moved around the
comer in 1939.

PHILIP KIPUSTspoke in
front of King Solomon Plaza,

Continued on page 8
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51stto 52nd Sueets. Eiz Chaim
Yeshiva (or Hebrew Institute of
Boro Park) occupied the site until
about ten years ago, when Lhe
building was demolished.
Originally, thesile wasthehome
of the Boro Park Club House,
builtin 1898 to serve Lhe grow-
ing neignborhood of Boro Park.
Ewrz Chaim Yeshiva purchased
the building in 1920 and i1 was
renovated for use as a school.

Lucille Posner spoke in front
of the previoushome of the Boro
Park Library, which occupied
the stores a1l 5211 and 5213-13
Avenue, from 1926 uatil 1955.
The childeens room was on the
right at 5213 and the adult room
was on the left

Some old photos and music
was edited into the video film,
adding w it's interest and ¢ffec-
tiveness.

THELMA FOX then intro-
duced the guest speaker, Dr,
VICTOR GENCQO, who has

maintained a dental practice in
Boro Park for 35 years. Dr.
Genco said that his [amily was
oneof the {irsi [1atian familiesto
move 10 Bora Park, in 1932, In
1936 his father bonght the house
at 5406-14th Avenue for what
was, during the Depression, the
then princely sum of $5,000. Dr.
Genco's dental office is sull al
that address. His extended fam-
ily, inctuding his grandparents,
nncles, and aunis, all lived in the
house.
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. Genco's Boy Scout
troop regularly met at Ihe
Edgewood Dulch Reformed
Church, 140 Avenue and 53td
Street (demolished). He recealed
a German-Amcrican Ice Cream
Parlor, Schmeelix, at 52nd Street
and 13th Avenue, Ice cream par-
lors weee numerous in thase pre-
home freezer days. Next w Dr.
Genco’s home was Jimmy
Cohen’s drugstore, which had a
soda fountain and served
Breyer's ice cream. Children
who attended P_S. 103, located
dircctly across 14th Avenuc,
wereamong Jimmy 's many cus-
tomers. Buddy Hackett, come-
dsan, had worked there as a soda
jetsk a1 one time; cven as a
schoolboy he was funny! Dr.
Genco recalled the 1 Cash
Clothes™ man, the organ grinder
man, and the iceman, § cents
and 10 cents for ice. Dr. Kipust
thanked Dir. Genco for his vital
and interesting speech, which
had awakencd many fond
INCMAOrics,

RED SILVER, owner of a
luncheoneite on the comer of
481h Sucetand 13th Avenuc (no
longer in cxislence), spoke
briefly of his store and passcd
around photographs. (Whise-
haired now, Red had red hair in
former years) SY FRANKEL
spoke briefly of a few of his
memonies of Boro Park, A Boro
Park resident for 73 years, Sy

has plenty of memories! Sy re-
mcembers the pre-1916 days
when the West End Line ran on
ground-leve) tracks on New
Utrecht Avenue.

A brief period for andience
parlicipation followed; a video
film of the meeting which Dr.
Kipust had just taken, was
shown. Esthcr Kane spoke very
wammly of the wonderful work
done by the B.P.H.S.and1hanked
the Socicty for the wonderful
program

Jacque Fricdman, Vicc
President, invited Boro Park
tesidents 10 join the Boro Park
Historical Society {(§5 a year, $3

for reured persons, $10 for stores
or organizations). Membership
ducs enableibe Society w collect
and preserve historical data, and
prepare these interesting meet-
ings.

Dr. Kipust thanked the audi-
ence for their intcrest and par-
ucipauon and inviled people to
submilarucles on theirrecollcc-
tions of Boro Park. Respectfully
submilted, LUCIILE POSNER

We thank Lucille Posner for
her interesting summary of the
meeting and for alt her work on
behalf of the B.P.H.S.

T k 1 jonal

Bank

The B.P.H.S. thanks the Com-
munity National Bank for their
donation towards the upkeep of
our pholo library. The money
was used foracquirtng addivonal
photos which will be on display
in the near fulure.

TEXAS MAN SEARCHING
FOR OLD LEVY, HELFGOT,
BUGATZ FAMILIES

The fotlowing lctier was sent to
the Boro Park Public Library
from a man in Texas sceking
information about Boro Park
rclatives. The bibrarian senl the
request to the BoroPark His-
torical Society to see if infor-
mauon could beobtained tohelp
this man. If anyone has infor-
mation that may be useful, plcasc
wrile 10 this columnist a1 the
newspaperorcall 7t8-436-7729.,

Atn:

Reference Service Librarian

I'm oniginally from New Jor-
sey and have been wacing my
Jewish roots of all four sides
since age 30 in 1977, Many of
my relatives lived and died in
Boro Park and are buried in
Washingion Cemeciery, Brook-
lyn, N.Y. [ was told w0 conwact
your library 1o have sent the fol-
Jowing since ['m disabled and
can neither hire arescarcher nor
come mysclffor quite someiime.
I'dapprcciale what you can send.
Would you be so kind (o send?

1. Any information you have
aboul the Levy/Bugatz lamily -
lived at 1221 - 42nd Si1. Boro
Park 1920 on for many years.

63

2. Jewish Synagogues and
Rabbis name (if available) Boro
Park near 42nd St 1920, 1925,
1940, 1990

3. List of Jewish Bunal Socict-
ics for Brooklyn and area, what-
everavailable 1850,1870,1881,
1925, 1940.

4. Elections office address for
Boro Park where my relatives
couldhaveregisiered to voteand
whom (o contacg

Addresses and whom to contact
for: deeds and wills.

5. Any information available
onthe Jewish Society Krasnopol
{ also spelled Krasnopole) of
Brooklyn,N.Y. Startedin 1890's
- was dissolved in 1980°s.

Copies of Obituaries for the
following relavves - whodied in
Boro Park or Brooklyn.,

Trving Levy Feb. 18, 1973 Age
68 or 69

Roselevy (wife)June 24, 1974
Age6dor 65 |

Anneite HelfgouNov. 28, 1981

Harry Levy May 21, 1972 Age
60 or 61

Meyer (Mayer) Levy Nov. 5,
1955 Age 70 or 71

Minnic (Minkcs) Levy, June
11, 1964 Age 72 - 74 Wile of
Mayer

Annie Levy Jan. 18, 1924 Age
45 (my grandmother) Died 1221
- 42nd St. Wife of Nathan

Moses (Morris) Bugatz or
Bageu. Died July 29,1931.1221
-42nd St. Age 70 or 71

Thank You. P.5. There was 2

Ruth Levy living al 1271 - 43rd

St. Brooklyn. up until around

1960 - 1980 but not listed cur-

rently. How can 1 learn where

she moved 0.

Yours uuly,

Allen Levy, Austin Texas

SUBMIT YOUR BORO
PARK MEMORIES
We are interested in your memo-
ries of Boro Park and family
historics. Yoo can help in the
work of discovesing and pre-
serving the history of our com-
munity by submitling informa-
tion , photos, articles, ete. You
can also help by joining the

B.P.H.S. only $5. a year. Wrile

10 Boro Park Historical Society,

4211 -13 Ave, Brooklyn, MY

11219
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HISTORICAL

HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust
RESPONSES TO LETTER ON
LEVY-BUGATZ FAMILY

In the last issue (Sept. '90),
we published a lctter from a
man in Austin, Texas secking
information about his family in
Boro Park. They included the
Levy, Helfgot and Bugatz
Tamilies. The following are some
of the responses we received
which we will forward o the
wriler.

Mr. Harold Kellerman con.
1acted us. His family goes way
back in Boro Park and in addi-
tion Mr, Keilerman has a good
deal of experience on how w
research family histories which
he is willing 10 share with the
letter writer. We have put the
1wo paries jn touch.

A Woman by the name of
Mollic calied and indicated that
her father was also a member of
the Shule (Chevra Krasnopole)
remembers that the shule met in
a storef{ront but wasn’t sure of
the location, In fact she thinks
that the leuer writer may even
bearclalive of bers, We also put
herin contact with the man from
Texas,

Then Mr, Shmuel Goldstein,
from Goldswiein Press, 16 Ave.
called. He said he remembers
Mr. Bugatz and he was a
Shammos in a storefront shule
on 16 Ave.,comer45 St, where
Doris Beauty Parlor is now jo-
cated. Ms. Bugatz also owned a
Lailor shop in the early 1940's at
1403 - 44 St Mr. Bugatz had a
daughier named Mrs, Berlin who
waorked in the office of Yeshiva
Toras Emes and Yeshiva Beth
Joscph for many years.,

Our Jast contact was Mrs.
Sara Fishman, who's maiden
namc was Berlin. She said her
grandfathes was Mr, Gershon
Bugawz and his wife, her grand-
mother was Rachel, They lived

at 1401 - 44 51, and operated the
wilor shop at 1403 - 44 St. Her
grandfathes’s sistcr was married
10 Levy and she believes this
man from Texas is a descendant
from that part of the family.

The Bogatz famity moved to
Boro Park in 1918 from the
Lower East Side. Sara said her
mother's name was Mollie and
the previous caller may have
been a relative. Many in the
family were named Mollie.

Sara was born in Boro Pask
in 1935 and attzended Shulamith
School for Girls. Her father,
Lester Berlin attended Shomrei
Emunah Synagogue.

Sara was married in 1954 ©0
Jerome Fishman who was also
bom in Boro Park and who at-
tended Yeshiva Etz Chaim. His
parents had a paint store at 1202
-39 St

Jerome and Sara have four
children who attended E1z Chaim
or Shulamith. They arc Esther

Weitzman wha now lives in Los

Angeles; Samuc) Fishman now
in New Jessey; Deborah Karp
now in Flalbush and Rachel
Rudman now in Jerusalem. The
fishman's belonged 1w Temple
Beth-El

In 1967, Jerome & Sara pur-
chased Dave's Trimming Store
which was then located at 3810
13th Ave. They kept the existing
name on the store. Her husband
died in 1984 and she sold the
store in 1988, Now Saramanages
the store for the new owners. In
the early years they had problems
because the store was closed on
Saturdays and opcn on Sundays.
In those days the N.Y, State blue
lawsmadeitillegal for abusiness

10 operate On Sundays. Although
mostsworeson 13 Ave, wercopen
on Sawrdays then, (Sawrdays
were impornant shopping days)
they were successful noncibe-
less.

Sara remembers the commu-
nity being more countrified in
her early days. She said her
molher was a stadent a Machzikei
Talmud Torah and as a student
was given a collection box and
used 10 collect money to help
build the Isracl Zion Hospilal,

Sara confirmed the fact that.
her grandfather was the Shamos
of the storciront shule on 45 St
and 16 Ave. She thinks that was

Continued on page 6
Continuved from Page 2
the onc onamecd Chevra

Krasnopole. That shule laicr
moved to another location and
finally to 1509 - 44 S1. (Eq. I
remember that shule their during
the 1970's, my father who fived
across the surect used o pray
there}
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MORE ON EARLY HEBREW
SCHOOLS ON BORO PARK

The following famiiy inter-
views conwain more hislorical in-
formation about the development
of Hebrew educalion and Yeshi-
vas in Boro Park.

Rabbi Rubin

Rabbi Yisroel Leibish Rubin
was born in Boro Park in 1948.
He said he atiended Yeshiva
Be’er Shmuel and staried when
he was four years old. The Ye-
shivah starmed in the building
purchased from Yeshiva Toras
Emes, at 4407 - 12 Ave. The
Yeshivah was staned in 1953 by
Rabbi Yosef Yonah Horowitz.
Rabbi Rubin indicated that this
wasthe firstchassidic Yeshivain
Boro Park,

In 1960 -61 the Yeshivab
purchased the building at 1363-
S0 S1, previously used by Lhe
Young isracl of Boro Park and
owned by the Cong. Shomrei
Emunah Talmud Torah. The new
building was used for the ci-
cmentary grades and Lhe other
building on 12 Ave. was used
for the high school.

Previously the building on
50 S1. was renwed by the Belh
Jacob elementary school, (or
while, unuil it was purchascd by
Be'er Shmucl. Alter Be'er
Shmucl elementary school
closed, the building was occu-
pied by the Tamar Dvora High
School and preschool.

The Be'er Shmuel High
School {(Mesivia) beganin 1959,
~¥ith 1wo c¢lasses. Rabi

3iuersicld, brother-in law of
abbi Moshe Horowitz, became
h¢ Rosh Hayeshiva of the
desifta. The other class was

wght by Rabbi Chamis. The

fesivta startied in a privale
suse, the home of Rabbi Yosel
onah Horowilz, a1 1353 - 46th

St. That is currently the Jocation
of the Boro Park Mikveh, The
classes studicd there for a briel
time, a few months probably,
belore the fire Dept. closed it
The Yeshiva then rented rooms
»n Lthe Machzikei Talmud Torah
on 47 St. and 14 Ave. In the
following year 1960-61, the
Yeshiva moved to the camer of
12 Ave, and 53 SL where the
Cbhusier Shule is now Jocated.
Then in 1961 the Mesifta Be'er
Shmuel High School relocated
to it's own building 2t 4407 - 12
Ave, Rabbi Y L, Rubin indicated
that he lelt this Yeshivain 1963
and atiended a Yeshiva outside
of Boro Park.

According o Rabbi Rubin the
Yeshiva Be'er Shmuel was Lhe

first Hasidic Yeshiva in Boro
Park. The Klausenberg Hasidim
followed by opcning a cheder
school in 1954 on 14 Ave, be-
1ween 43 and 44 St He thinks
the Sioliner Yeshiva was next
and then Saimar, The Sarmar
Hasidim started their firstcheder
school on 15 Ave. and 38 .St. in
the Sochover Rebbe's Shule.
Rabbi Rubin said he remem-
bers when 1hey Dbuilt
Waldbaum’son 13 Ave. and 51
St. in 1961, on the site of a
farmer church. He remembers
an inlerruption in the building
because he thinks Lhey may have
found the remains of a small
chusch cemetery, Afier a while
they slarted building again.
Rabbi Rubin added thart his
parenis RabbeShoiem and Sarah
Rubin - Halberstam,
(Czeshonover Rebbe) came $o
Boro Park in 1947, They first
lived in an spartment building
for a few weeks and then in
November'd7? moved 10961 - 44
St. there his father startedaShule
in his house, He also built a
mikveh in his shule about 1955,
probably the first in that part of
Boro Park. Excepi for a shont
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stay (several weeks) in
Williamsberg by relatives and
friends, Baro Park was their firsg
home afler immigrating to
America from Prague, Poland.
He remembers among his
father's Hasidim and helpers
were Mordechai (Tel-Aviv res-
taurant) and Shmelka
Yaroslavily and Mendel
Hauseman.

AARON KRUMBEIN

During one of my trips w
Israel 1 had the opportanity 10
meet and interview Aaron
Krumbein, one of the early and
prominent mcmbers of this
cammunity.

Aaron’s fawmer Mordechai
moved 10 Boro Park with family
in June 1927 from the Bronx,
Aaron's younger brother Eli was
born in Boro Park. One of the
main reasons for Lthat move 10
Boro Park was that the cormmu-
nity had a Yeshiva, Eiz Chaim.
Inhe Bronx, Aaron had 1o travel
a long wrip to Yeshiva by Laxi in
the morming and late at night In
addition, this community was
considered (1o be ' a nice area™
then. His father was 3 woal mer-
chant and the family was inter-
ested in improving their Jiving
space. Aaron was anly seven
years old when the family moved
10 Boro Park, He remembers at
that lime seeing the cows roam-
ing the fields and the farmers
tilling the soil in Bore Park.

Aaron attended Yeshiva Eiz
Chaim and graduated in 1933,
He then attended New Utrecht
High School. Ris father orga-
nized a home siudy group or
Mesivia for Aaron and about 7
other bays, so that they could
continue their Hebrew studies in
the afiernoons, There was no
Yeshiva high schoot or Mesivia
in Borg Part at that time, The
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weachers o1 this grovp were Rabbi

Dr. Samual K. Mirsky {wholater

becamc Rabbi of the Young Is-

racl of Boro Park): Dr. Pinchas

Churgin (wholater became Dean

of the Talmudical Academy);

and Dr. Nathan Kloiz (who later
became professor of Bible at

Yeshiva University). The class

melseveral aftermoons a week at

various homes or shules. The
course was quite inensive, Fol-
lowing high school Aaron at-
tended Yeshiva Yitzchok

Elchonon (Yeshiva University)
and Brooklyn Coliege. As an
adult Aaron tawght Hegrew
language in the public high
schools and was appeinted
Chairmanof Foreign Languages
atF.D_R..High School, remained
in that position uMil his retise-

ment,

The Xrumbein family was
very aclive and prominent in
the communal life of Boro
Park. Aaron's falher,
Mordechai, was an active
member and officer in the
Young Isracl which then was
located a1 1363 -50 St Joe
Siillman was presidentof Y1,
at that time. Samual Canior
was Presidentof Y. 1.1n 1933,
Mordechai was also Trea-

* surer of the Mizrachi of Boro
Park for many years and
Treasurer of the combined
Mezug (Mizrachi and Hapoel
Mizrachi) afier the merger.
He was also active in Ew
Chaim and Yizchok
Eichonan and helped in the
founding of Albent Einstein
Mcdical School.

Moshe Krumberin,
Mordcchai's brother, came to
Boro Park before 1925, He
was one of the foanders of
Shulamith school. In fact the
founding mecting took place
inhis home. He was also very
active in Etz Chaim and
Young Isracl,

According 10 Aaron the
Shulamith school stasted ina
store where part of the Simon
Bemsicin fumiture store was
laier localed, They moved to
the Y M, HA. where they
remained until they built a
new building 1ogether with
the Young Israel at 1353 .50
St

Aarcn indicaled thal in
those years the Y.I. of Boro
Park was the main cenler of
activiles for orthodox Jewish
Youth, Aaron served in al-
most every office in the Y.I,
and was president several
times. he was also Chairman
of the UJ.A. of Boro Park, In
addition he scrved as presi-
dent of the Mordechai
Krumbein Chapterof Hapoel
Hamizrachi (named after his
father) and president of Ye-
shiva Eiz Chaim. He also
served as a member of the
Board of Education, Board
of Governors and Board of
Direciors of Shulamith, He

was honored by Shulamithin
1964, by the National Coun-
cil of Young Isracl in 1971
and by the Yeshiva Univer-
sity Almumni. Aaron and his
family went on Aliyah in the
early 1970's and sewled in

- Jerusalem.

Corrections:,

Inthe lastissue {Scpl'20), the
articlcaboulihe B.P.H.S. gencral
mecting omitled mentioning that
Mr. B. Selevan preparcd Iwo
hislorical sheets, once for the year
1920 and one for the ycar 1898,
which he distributed 10 all who
were in aiendance. The shecls
alracted considerable attention
and were well received.

In the same anicle Mcyers
Ice Cream parlor was mentioned
as having been located at 4814-
134ve, the correct address
should have becn 4810 -13 Ave.

SUBMIT
YOUR FAMILY HISTORY

Send in your own family
history and memones of Boro
Park for inclusion in Lthesc ar-
tice and in our archives and
possible fulure publication.

Also help the B.P.H.S. by
joining as a member , only $5
per year, §3 for rctired. Send 10
B.P.H.S. 4211-13 Ave. Brook-
Iyn, NY 11219 (718)436-7729
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HISTORICAL

HIGHLIGHTS

by Dr, Philip J. Kipust

Pincus smithline

Dear Dr, Kipust

Iam giving this old photo Lo
the Boro Park Hiswrical Soci-
ety. Unfortunately 1 cannot
donale it 10 the Socicly outight
because i is a valued family
memento. However, you can
make a copy and Lhen retum the
original,

The photograph was taken
in 1920 in front of tic Baptist
Church on 481h Stret and 13th
Avenue. THis church was later
demolished and a s1os¢ built on
that sile. now occupied by An-
chorSavings Bank. Atthattime
13'% Avepue was a residential
sirect, occupied by private
houses with front yards. For
instance, when a store-fronl
building was crected at 4602
131th Avenue, Lhe private house
on that site was moved 10 an
cmpty lot aboul 125 feet away,
on 46th Succt between 12th
and )3th Avepues. Thal private
house was demolished about
15 years ago but the store-front
building - which was occupied
for many yecars by the
Corsetorium - is now occupicd
by the Kosher Delight Restan-
ant,

Addiional memories have
floated to the surface of my
mind. As 1 said in a previous
anicle, I was bomn in Bayonne,
NewJersey in 1914 and arrived
in Boro Park with my famity in
1916. Boro Park was then like
the country. 1 remember Lhe
lalian pushcart peddlers, who
wheeled their pushcans inlo the
backyars of private houscs.
Especially do 1 remember the
fish pedalers, who yelled “fish™.
Kitchens were atthe back of the
houses, adjacent 1o backyards,
which made shopping for food
convenient for housewives.
There was also an Talian with a

cart conwining ice and fruit
syrup. He shaved some ice into
a cup and poured syrup over it -
voila, ices, [or 2 cents a cup!
When 1 was five years 0id ]
made sure to wake up at 5:00
A.M. in order to meet the
Shcffield milkman and bis
horse-drawn wagon, My family
lived on 46th Sueetbetween 12
and 131h Avenues. The milkman
Jefi full milk bottles on Lthe back
porches of the houses and picked
up the empty bolles. To help
him, I collected the empty milk
boulcs from the backyards, and
in retum, the milkman allowed
me to ride bareback on his horse
as he crossed 13th, 14th and 15th
‘Avenees, where he tuencd down
47 Street and continued on his
rounds, leaving me off al 13th
Avenue. A life-long love of
horscback riding was formed.
My father, of blessed memory,
Dr. Jacob Smithline, was one of
the founders of the Etz Chaim
Yeshiva {also known as the He-
brew Institule), in 1916, Mr.
Straus donated the first home of
the E1z Chaim Yeshiva, a privale
house he owned on 14th Avenuc
and 46th Succt. This was the
firsiall-day yeshiva in Boro Park
and thc first yeshiva in the U.S.
1o combine Hebrew and secular
studics. In 1920 the Ez Chaim
Yeshiva bought Lhe Boro Park
Clubhouse,which occupied the
sile on 13th Avenue from Sistto
50th Street. Classes were held
there beginning in the faliof 1920,
with my brothers and 1 in auen-
dance. By 1923 enough money
had been donated w renovate Lthe
building by adding a wing on
each side, putting a brick facing
on the school, and cementing the
from and back yards. The reno-
vation was compleled in October
1923, So from September 1923
untl October 1923 classes were
held in Machzike Tamud Torah,
43rd Smeet between 13thand 14th
Avenues.

I remember Max Kufeld, the
first Principal. Mr. Kufeld was a
classmate of my father's a1 a
public elemcatary school on the
Lower East Side. He was a
member of Congregation
Shomrei Emunah, which now has
the Max Kufeld Torah Study
Class named in his hanor. AL the
beginning of cach school year,
my father gave a free medical
examination o al{ the E1z Chaim
pupils.,

My fathcr was a very well-
liked man. Each moming, on
coming from services at the
Anshe Sfard Synagogue, he
walked past the pushcart mar-
ket which was locaied on 13th
Avenue fromwm 42ud w0 3Sih
Suects. The pushcart peddlers
grecled him warmly, If even
one day passed without my fa-
thermaking an appearance, they
called him athome to find out if
he was well.

Many people have spoken
of the various Bora Park movie
theaters. | remember that, when
the Garden Theater on New
Uuechl Avenue and 46th Sireet
was opened, they ook as their
siogan, “Boro Park’s most
beaulilul playhouse.” A lumber
yard occupics that silc now,
When the Universal Thealer
opencd in October 9, 1927, also
at 46th Saeet and New Uwrecht
Avenue, my brother Norman
played the drums with the band
and also wen the Charfeston
conlest. The theater was bought
by Loew’s in 1928, renamed
the Loew's 46Lh Sirect Theater,
and is now occupied by
Rubinstein & Klein Fumniture.]

My daughter, Marsh at-
tended the Shulamith Schoaol,
which was located on 50Lth
Street between 13th and 14th
Avenues. Sheiswiththe N.Y.C.
Human Resources Administra-
tion. Following the (amily aa-
dition, my san, Howard at-
tended Ewz Chaim Yeshiva He
now teaches archealogy at Tel
Aviv University. My wifeand |

Continued on page 6



€8

+ Nov. 2, 1990 « Boro Park Community News

1 REMEMBER
BORO PARK

Continued from Page 2
still live in Boro Park (1 have

lived in Boro Park for 74 ¢con-
tinuous years, 10 date) and visit
Howard in 1srael every ycar.
The above article was sub-
mitted by Lucille Posrer, on
officer of the B P.H.S. We thank
her and Mr. Smithline for this
very interesting contribution,

Dauber Family

Gentemen:

Our family members were

old time Boro Parkers. My fa.
ther, Joseph Dauber and my
mother Anna Dauber moved 1o
Bom Park from the East Slde
about 1215, They had 6 chil-
dren bom from 1910 1o 1918.
We lived on S0Lh Street near
14th Avenue, And then we
moved w 52nd Strect between
14 2nd 15th Avenue. We lived
in a 3 story house and had a big
back yard with 3 hol nouse,
apple wwees and a garage wilth a
chicken coop on op. My oldest
brother Isie made a club house
out of the chicken coop.

My father was very aciive in
the community. He was one of
the foundcrs of the Congrega-
tion Anshe Sfard on 14th Ave
and 45th Street where we all
prayed, of the Isracl Zion Hos-
pital and of Yeshiva Etz Chaim,
My oldest brother Isie had w go
wapublicschool asthe Yeshiva
wasn't ip existence, but my
brothers, Heshie and Mendy
went 1o Etz Chaim. There were
no Yeshivas for girls a1 thal
me so my sisters Lily, Sarah
and | wentio public school P.S.
103andwthe Hebrew Academy
on 50th Strecinear 141h Avenue.
1 was bomn in 1916, the year of
the polio epidemic. [ was next
1othe youngesi. My parenis had
4 children al that time so they
spent the summer in acotwage in
the Caiskill Mountains where |

was born. Although my name
officially is Ethel. 1 was nick-
named Etge. . -7

My father was a Zionist and
very active in the Mizrachi. He
was very orthodox. He and my
mother decided to emigrais 10
Palestine with the family. My
brother Heshic died of a form of
plio 8 year before at the age of
19 172. My older brother Isie
married Beatrice in 1934 and
we all left for Palestine in 1935.
We sold our house on 52nd
Strect and an apartment house
was built on the site. We re-
wmed 1o the ULS.A. in 1941
becavuse it was dangeroustosiay
there during the war and all
Americancilizens were wamed
10 leave, Only my sisler Sarah
remained with her 4 year old
sonbecause herhusband Gerald
who was English refused o
lcave Lthe country.

When we came back 10 Boro
Park, my father bought a bouse

on 11th Avenuenear 55th Street,
My brother Isie and Beatrice
lived downstairs and § and my
parents had 2 apaniments up-
slairs. We artended Beth Israe)
Synagogue across the street but
my father walked to his Con-
gregavon Anshe Sfard every
Shabbos. My brother Mendy
moved 10 new Jersey, My old-
est daughier Lily was bomn in
Palestine. SHe was 2 years old
when we came back ta the U.S.
My sister L1liy was kilied in an
accident in Palesline so we were
only 4 children Jefy
My brother Isic and sister in
law Beatrice had 2 ¢hildren,
Lenny and Kenny, who went 1o
Etz Chaim Yeshiva. Beatrice
was a teacher in Shulamith
School since its inceplion. I have
3 children Lily, Florence and
Abba. Lily and Forence at-
tended Shulamith Schoal and
Abba, E1z Chaim Yeshiva, My
sisier Sara stayed in Palestine
which then became Israel in
1948, She, her husband Gerald
and her younger son Julie came
back to Boro Park to live in
1951. Their older son Zvi came

to the Stawes some years carlier
and attended New Utrecht High
School. Sarah and her family
moved to Flatbush and I moved
there 9 years ago. Boro Park is
much changed since we lived
there,

1still have 2 cousinsliving in
Bora Park and I stili belong 0
Tova Chapter of Amit women
in Boro Park and go the the Y
where we meet I still do some
shopping in Boro Park, The
Weinstocks who wrote their
story and also Mollie Berlinand
her family are old friends of
owrs, A ousin wha lives in
Boro Park gave me ydur paper
to read. I am enclosing $3.00
membership fee. -

Slncerly "

(Mrs.) Ethel Becker

P.S. Dr Herbert Becker is
my second husband. [ was pre-
viously married and my namc
was Ethe  Xricger,

Thank You Con Edison

The Boro Park Hislorical
Socicly extends its thanks and
gratitude w0 Con Edison for its
recent grant, The money s
designated for the purpose of
maintaining and expanding the
sociely’s phato archives. New
historical photos have already
been ordered of oid lime Boro
Park and will be on display at
the annual exhibit in may 1991
at the Borough Park Public Li-
brary, 43 Street near 13th Av-
enve.
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Searching for Lazarus Family

Dear Dr. Kipust

Would you plcase helpme in
my search for relatives in con-
nection with my “'family Tree™
Project. T am looking for any
informauon about Lhe following
family:

Simon (Shimon) Lazarus,
originally Lazaroviich. His
wife'sname was Basha and two

of his son’s were Jacob and
Joseph. They lived in a large
house on 15th Avenue in the
50's Street during the 1920's
and later, the family owned a
men’sclothing rompany called
“Lazarus Brothers”. They also
owned a farm in (ke
Englishtown, NJ. arca.

if any of your readers have
any informaiion abous this fam-
ily please have them submitit lo
youorthe Boro Park Histarical
Sociery.

Thank you,

Name witheld on request

Parochial Schools

In the nextiss. . we plan 10
*aigin a sencs of articles about
the Catholic Parochial Schools
‘n Boro Park. This will follow
the anticlcs we have had about
the hisiory of public schools
and Hebrew schools or Yeshi-
vas. Il any of our rcaders have
information 10 submit about the
Parochial Schocls please do so
ngw so that we may include
them in the scries.

Additional Data

Dear Mr. Kipust,

Nechemia Obersicin, Presi-
dent of Young [sraci-Bethel
Synagogue, gave Lhe following
data regarding your anicle in
OcL 19901 remembes Boro Park
column:

The synagogue where your
father prayed was named B'net
Arye on [5th Avenue and 44th
Strect. The synagogue subse-
quently moved 10 43rd Street
and 15th Avenue. ltclosed about
January 1981. The synagogue’s
four torahs were given away as
follows: threc torahs were do-
nated 1o the Young Israel Syna-
gogue. Onc torah, which was
nol so good, was gonated 1o the
Israeli Defense Forces.

Yours Truly,

Lucille Posner

Help Preserve Lhe History of
Boro Park

Submit your own family his-
tory, photos and memories of
this community. You can also
help by joining the B.P.HS.,
membership only $5 per year
(83 for retired people)

Boro Park Hisworical Society

4211-13th Avenuve 11219
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HISTORICAL

HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust
Continuving our series of anticles
on the schools in Boro Park we
will begin relating the history of
the Parochial Schools. During
the past several months we have
reviewed the Public schools and
the Hebrew Schools. We invite
our readers to submit additional
information they may have.
PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS IN
BORO PARK (CATHOLIC)
There are currently three
Catholic Parochial Schools in
Boro Park. To my knowledge
there were no others in this com-
munity. All three arc elementary

Icvel schools (K-8) and arc |

sponsored by the three nearby
Catholic Churches.
Academy of St. Catharine of
Alexandria
The first, or oldest of these
schools is the Academy of Si.
Caterine of Alexandria. The
academy opencd in SepL 1909
in a2 private home, on FT.
Hamilion Parkway between 40
and 41 St across the sireet from
the Church. The opening regis-
trationincluded aboul 40 pupils,
This school was established at a
cost of approximately wen thou-
sand doliars and run by nuns
belonging 1o the Sacred Hean of
Mary Order. The first superior
wasReverend Mothes St Joseph,
As the enrollment increased
the existing faciluy became in-
adequate. A new building was
erected at 4002 Fi. Hamilton
Parkway at a tost of $100,000,
this new building, which is stil]

inuse today, wasopened in Sept. -

1913,

As the schoo! ensoliment in-
creased the new facility became
inadcquate. In the early 1950's
an old age home al 1041-41 Si.
moved out and the church pur-
¢chased thisland. A new building
which is sull used, was erected
at this site and opened in Sept,
1956.

10 1984 the school enroll-
ment hed abont 600 stud
The principal reported thal the
students came from mujti-na-
vonal backgrounds, representing
approximately 33 nations. About
15 percent of them were non-
Catholic and about 3 percent
non-Christian.

ST.FRANCES DECHANTAL
SCHOOL

Near the opposite end of Boro
Park, the Church of St. Frances
de Chantal, on 57th and 13th
Ave., also felt the need 1o es-
wablish a school for the children
of its parishoners, The school
staried in January 1913 and the
Sisters of St Dominic came to0
administer the school. The
building used was the former
rectory of thechurch. The school
opened with two classes in-
cloding grades §-4, The original
faculty included two teachers,
Sister Leonill2 and Sister Adel
Gundis. Each Sister had 1wo
grades in.a class, 1A 10 2A and
2B w 4B, The dues or tuition
then was 10¢ weckly. By Sept.
1914 the schoot had grades 1A
10 7A with an enrollment of 235
students.

Sieady growth of the school’s
enwrollment from 35 pupils in
1913 10 about 500 in 1950 w
abont 1,000n 1955 and o about
1300 in 1967 created Lthe peed
for a new building. In 1955 a
modemn 4-story brick building,
with 16 classrooms, 1 gym and
library, was erected at 1273. 57th
St. and is sull in usc today.

Since Sept 1984 the school
facuity is composed of lay
teachers and a lay principal.
Since the beginning of 1989
church officials noticed that there
were a greal number of Polish
people attending masses who did
not know English 100 well. Most
of these people are working in
Boro Park, mainly in grocery
stores, as maids, construction
etc. In order 10 accommodate
these people, beginning about
April 1989, Si, Francis de
Chantal Church began 10 offer
masses in Polish on Sawrdays
and Sundays.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL

The third Catholic church,
the Holy Ghost Church (now
named the Holy Spirit Church)
was first esabli shed as a chapel
of SL Catheri.e of Alexandria
Churchand b came an indepen-
dent parish a 1922,

In 196 §the Parish began 10

build a new school, On Sept. 8.
1966 the new school opened at
1668-46th St. for the benefit of
the local children. The school
yard, incidentally, is builton part
of O)d New Utrecht Road, an
importam historical street in
Boro Park.

The irst superior and prin-
cipal of this school was Sister
Anne Kathleen C.SJ., the first
secrelary was Grayce Prestipino
and the first custodian was
Angelo Lorenzo.

The 1950°s saw great growth
and expansion of the Catholic
Schools. This was duc 1o scveral
reasons including the greater in-
terest in religious education, the
“Paby Boom"™ gencration
reaching school age and the de-
teriorating conditions in the
public schools. Currently, the
lowered birthrate, change in
neighborhood populations and
increased costshave reduced the
enroliment in these schools.
However many parishioners are
still willing 10 sacrifice, to meet
the higher costs, in order to
provide their children with a
Catholic education.

‘When the Baptist Church at481h
Sweet and 13th Avenue was
demolished, a store was buitlton
the site, which is now occupied
by Lane Pharmacy.
HARBATER FAMILY

The Harbater family was an in-
stitution in Boro Park during the
1940°sand early 50°s. They lived

Consinued on page 8
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Continuved from Page 2
in the magnificent comer housc
at 4901 15 Ave, Their house
was a social center [or the teen
age friends of their children and
their own adult friends. | re-
member visiting their home, with
many other mutual {riends, al-
most every Shabbos aftermoon
during our late teenage and carly
adult years,

Tt was therefore sad 1o notice
Jast week that this magnificent
comer house was all boarded up
and ready 10 be thrown down. 1
huwrriedly went out take A frw
photos of the house for our ar-
chives.

It is Qifficult 10 keep up with
allihe houses that are about 10 be
demolished in Boro Park. 1 have
taken many photos of housesbut
can’tget them all, The B.P.H.S.
would thereflore appreciate any
assistance our readers can pro-
vide by sending us photos of
demolished houscs or inform-
ing us about thaose scheduled for
demolition. Photos should have
the address of the house and if
possible the year the pholo was
waken.

In 1985 while visiting Isracl,
we visited and interviewed
Bezale) Harbater (RIP), who has
since passed away. Bezale) was
onc of my ieenage friends for
many years. His wifc Sylvia
{Sissy) was a friend of my wife
during those ycars and later
during our carly masricd ycars.

Bezalel (A.H.) was bom in
Boro Park in 1926 in Isract Zion
Hospital. He lived in B.P. until
1951 when he was marricd.
When he was one year old his
family moved 10 Iscacl and re-
mained there aboul two ycars,
returning in 1929. The family
had lived [irst on 17th Ave.
comer 491h St.(North-east cor-
ner), Andthcnat 4901 i5th Ave.
In 1952 his mother soldthe house
and moved to Isract with her
ramily, o be with her husband
who had been living in Isracl 2
number of ycars. The salc price
was $29.000.

Bezalel’s parents, Tillie and
Joc came to B.P. originally in
he casly 1920's. His father was
a builder and built the house
they lived in on 17th Ave.
Bezalel attended Yeshiva Eiz
Chaim, Torah Yadaath and then
Mesifta Toras Emes.

Bezale! said that duwring he
1920"s his father was a wealthy
man. His older brothers Moe
and Lester were driven by 2
Chauffeured Cadilac o Yeshiva
Ewz Chaim, only 1wo avenue
blocks away. The chauffeur
opened the door for his brothers
andasthey leftthecar they roller
skated up the path 10 the school
building. His father was a
member of Shomrei Emunah,

Duaring the yearsof 1928-1932
(approximalcl y) Bezalel’s older

& testir

brothels Moc, auendcd a Rab-
binical Seminasy in Yeshiva
Chevron in Palestine (now Is-
racl). Inthose ycars the Jewshad
a small defcnscless communily
in Palestine’ and were subject 10
periodic awacks by the Arabs
Jiving there, On one occasion a
mob of Arabs attacked the
Chevron Yeshiva killing and
maiming a2 number of students
who were preoccupied with their
stodics. During thatatiack Moe’s
life was fortunalcly spared but
he tost two fingers.

Bezalcl's two younger sisters,
Nccehama Dison and Charlotie

(Dvora) Melamed married and
remained settled in Jsrael with
their respective familics.
HELP PRESERYE BORO
PARK HISTORY

You can help prescrve the
history of Boro Park by sub-
mitling your own memorics and
your family history relating to
thiscommunity. Youcanhelpin
the work of preserving recording
and publicizing the history by
sending membership dues, only
$5.
Send 1o B.P.H.S.
4211-13 Ave.
Bklyn NY 11219
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HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust
MEMBER'S RESPONSES
f

Themembership applications
for the Boro Park Historical
Society (B.P.H.S.} include wthe
following two ilems: 1. Date
family first came to Boro Park
2. Family bisiory in Boro Park.

Many members answer thess
questions and the information as
well as the applications will be
included in our archives of the
B.P.H.S. Files in the archives
are opened for individual fami-
iics when they complets these
applications and/or when infor-
malion is submilted w us for cur
monthly anicles in this column,

The following are samples of
information gleaned from the
membership applicalions. Jtmay
help others respond to these
questions when submitling their
own family hislories.

N .
Leon's family first came 10 Boro
Park in 1915. Adele's family,
the Ouensteins, first moved 10
Boro Park in 1907. The
Ottenstein’s residence was at
132745 Sweet from 1907 to
1979,

The Weinstocks lived 2t the
following addresses:

137945 St. -- 1915.18

1257-44 St. .- 1918-62

1358-47 Si. -- 1937.55

1445-58 — 1979-present,

: Fam-

ity first moved 1v Boro Park in
1952,

Family first moved 10 Boro Park
in 1907. "I was bom at 1253140
Swee1on 6/22/09. I went o P.S,
131. We moved 1o Bay Ridge in
1920.7

[Ed. Mr. Marks now lives in
Liberty, N.Y. and we are thank-
fuk 10 himn for sending us a pic-
re posteard posunarked $906
of the Boro Park Club House,

which Lawer became the Yeshiva
E1z Chaim and is now the
Sclomon Plaza.)

JERESA STERNE: Family
movedio Boro Parkin 1930 and
they have beenliving inthe same
house a1 165749 Sweet since
then, "Keep up Lthe good work!
Wish I had more time to volun-
teer.”

Family first moved 10 Boro Park
in 1907 or 1908, Father 1 1,
Marrow helped establish
Machzikei Talmud Torah at
1321-43 Strect and YeshivaElz
Chaim,

RG:
Family first moved to Boro Park
in 1912 Two generplions at-
tended P © 180,1.K.5.220,2nd
Ncw Utrecht H.S.

L SOLOMON BIEGEL EISEN;
Family first moved w Boro Park in
1521.

SIDNEY KATZ: Family first
moved (o Boro Pask on Janvary
1, 1930,

CHARLES & RUTH NEWMAN:
Family firstmoved to Boro Park
in 1942,

W .
Family first moved 10 Boro Park
in 1974,
EIN:
Family firsimoved to Bara Park
in the 1920's.

1f you wish o have your fam-
ily history saved in the archives
of the B.P.H.S. and/or included
in Lhis column, please submit
your information o this column
of the B P.H.S.

We are hopeful that one day
funding will be available (¢ en-
2ble us 1o enter al) the hisiorical
information aboul Boro Park into
a compuler for storage and ref-
erence by fulure researchers and
for wriling a (ull hiswory of the
COMMunity.

BORO PARK

RRECTION

1. In the previous issue
(December, 1990) we discussed
the Hasbater family and the home
they lived in at 4901-15 Av-
enue. Weindicated that the house
was al} boarded up and ready 10
be thrown down, Jius was an
crror; the house was boarded up
in preparalion for renovations
but wiil not be thrown down.

In the last decade of so wWe
have scen se many houses
boarded uwp and then thrown
down in Bora Park, it has be-
come so commonplace, that it
was easy for anyone 10 make
suchan error. This lastcomment
alsa has some hisworical signifi-
cance.

2. In the Navember, 1990
issue ariicle about Pincus
Smithline, an ikm appears which
rcads, "The pholograph was
taken in 1920 in fromt of the
Baptist Church on 48 Strecl and
13 Avenue. Thischurch was laler
demolished and a siore built on
that sile, now occupied by An-
char Savings Bank." The last
phrase should have read, “now
occupied by Lance Pharmacy.”

Iis imporwani, (or the sake of
historical aceuracy and for fu-
ture researchers, that we record
these corrections,

MORE ON

PAR i H

In response 10 our request for
more information aboul the
Caltholic Parachiul Schools in
Boro Park, the following arlicle
was subtnilled by Sr. Genevieve
Murphy RSHM, principal of S1.
Catharinc of Alexandria Schoal.

comind ta page 7
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CONIANTL from pig 4

We thank her for thisinicresung
conuribution to the history of the
comamunity.

ST. CATHARINE QF
ALEXANDRIA SCHOOL,

St. Catharinc of Alcxandria
Parochial School has held an
honored place in the Boro Park
Community since the Religious
of the Sacred Heart Mary RSHM
arrived here in 1906 w teach
Brooklyn Cathotic school chil-
dren. The philosophy of the
school has always been 1o edu-
cate for human frecdom which
consists of frecing our students
from ignorance, prejudice, and
fear, and 10 think and act glo-
bally.

Wilth this cducational phi-
losaphy, the RSHM cnicred the
Brooklyn cducation sccne 85
years ago, at Lhe Parish of St.
Catharine of Alexandria. A Par-
ish School was ¢, :ed by the
Reverend John). O'Neilin 1912,
During the next few years, the
ensrolliment increcased so much
that it was necessary to expand
the facilities, so a new building
conwining a spacious Audite-
sium, Cafeteria, Library, addi-
tional classrooms, and offices
was erecied in 1957,

Through the years, our slu-
dents received a well-rounded
cducation--the cducation of the
whale person within a Catholic
environment, Utmaost attention
is given 10 all secular subjects
with special emphasis on an,
music, and physical cducation.
Simuliancously, siudenis are
constantly challenged 1owards
an awarcness of the nceds of
others. They gencrously respond
10 Christmas and Thanksgiving
food and clothing drives, ser-
vice 1o the clderly and shut-ins,
and weekly visits 1o the local
Jewish Genatric Center.

Today, St. Catharine of Al
exandria School located at 41
Street and Fi. Hamilton Park-
way, 85 years young and grow-
ing, ranks as onc¢ of the model
schools in the Brooklyn Dio-
cese. In March 1986, a team of
Diocesan examincrs visited and
evaluated the school. The com-
mitiee retumed the report of its
findings on Masch 20, 1986,
giving 3 glowing approval ofthe
staff, curriculum, and facilitics.
This reportended with the words
of the Commiitee, “We com-
mend the St Catharinc of Al-
exandria School Community for
its excellent self-study which
reflcets a pride and concen for
tiving up the its philosophy a5 a
Catholic School. We hope ot
his effort is secn by all as a
contribution 10 the overalt mis-
sion of the Church, in particular
Catholic Schools.” The student
body compriscs approximately

73

36 nationalitics of mixed minor-
ity groups and races. Our many
graduates -- estimated at over
8.000have attained a disuncton
in various fields of endeavor and
have carefully guarded the pre-
ciovs seedsof lave, compassion,
tolerance, and fidelity implanted
during their years at SL Catharine
of Alexandria. It is from this
vantage point of 85 ycars thal
we look to a future fullof promise
for our Parish, our siudents, and
our alumnac,

Sr.Genevieve Murphy RSHM

Principal

Help research, photograph.
preserve, and puoblicize the his-
lory of Boro Park. You can hetp
by joining the B.P.H.S., mem-
bershipis only $5.00 per person
($3.00 for rriirees), andfor by
submilng historical informa-
tion, phowographs, or documents
about your family or comniu-
nity institutions. You cun also
help by voluncering your scr-
vices 10 the B.P.IL.S,

4211.13 Avenue or 1558.45

Sirect, Brooklyn, NY 11219
Tel: 436-7729
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HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust
The following interview was
submitted by Lucilie Posner,an
officer in the Boro Park His-
torical Society. We thank her
and the Kufeld's for this inter-
esting coniribution 1o the his-
tory of this comvnunisy.
MRS, MAX KUFELD (CARRIE
A few years after our 1915
wedding in the house of my
family (the Hausdorffs) in Boro
ParXk, a group of men decided 10
establish an orthodox elemen-
wacy school for boys, which
would provide both Hebrew and
secular education. They ap-
proached my husband, Max
Kufeld, a teacher in a public
elementary school, and asked
him 10 be the principal of the
secular srudies deparument.
Max Kufeld set the siandards
for th¢ educational policies of
the Hebrew Institule of Boro Park
(or Ez Chaim), as the school
was named, and also approached
the State Board of Regents and
received a license for the school
to operate. The school, tocated
on 13th Avenue, from 50th ©
5151 Street, was he first yeshiva
inthe U. S. w combine Hebrew
and secular studies; il had a Zi-
onist orientation and the Hebrew
siudies instruction was given in
Hebrew. Max remained Princi-
pal of secular studies at Etz
Chaim until 1962, when he died.
At first, it was difficult
convince parents that their sons
would receive a good secular
educationinaJewishday school;
many parents preferred public
school educauon for this reason,
In those days, orthodox Jewish
parents wanied 1o ensure that
their children would receive a
good secular education so that
they would enjoy professional
success and an enriched life in
an open, democratic United
Stales.

We had four chijdsen, two
poys and two girls: William
{xnown as Billy) and Henry
(known as Buddy), Riia, and
Lucille. Both of our sons at-
tended Ez Chaim, William is

. pow on the Board of Directors

of the Ez Chaim Foundation
and Jives in Great Neck: Henry
lives in South Fallsburg, N.Y.
Both of my daughtess stilllive in
Boro Park.

Yesrs later, when the
Shulamith School for Girls was
started (a schoo! which also
combined religious and secular
educainn) Max was asked to be
the first principal of the sccular
studies department, concurrent
with his position as principal of
secular siudies at Etz Chaim.
Also concurrently, he was the
first principal of the secular
swdies departmemt of the Ye-
shiva of Flaibush, which is a
schoo! for boys and girls founded
along the same lines 3s Eu
Chaim, and remained in that

position for 235 years, unul his
retirementonJune 24, 1953. Max
was calm, composed, and ex-
tremely modest and unassum-
ing and was loved by sludents,
1eaching staff, and parents.

1 was my husband's assistant
a1 Exz Chaim for many years. |
am avolunteer wilh the Women's
Division of the Hebrew Institule
for the Deaf. | am a member of
the Boro Park chapter of AMIT
and am a member and past
presidentof BoroPark Hadassah,
1 was one of the early members
of Boro Park Hadassah -- an
early member, in fact, in the
whole of Brooklyn.

Ewz Chaim Jeft 3 heritage in

its highly educated gradu2ies.
who live tuoughout the United
Stales and in Isracl. We know
Seymou.rReich.apaslprqsidcnl
of B'pai B'rith and the Council
of Presidents of Major Jewish
American Organizations.
Harvard Law School Professor
Atan Dershowitz is an alumnus,
as is Judge Norman Felig. The
list of iitustrious graduates is
long. Thereis Saul Farber, Dean
of the N.Y.U. School of Medi-
cine; Philip Kaiser, whobecame
U.S. Ambassador 10 (wo Affi
can nations; Rabert Lifton,
President of the American Jew-
ish Committec: and Arthur
continued on page &

continued fram page 2
Modell, owner of the Cleveland
Browns football 1eam. Arhus
Zwerling, another graduate.
changed his name to Yeff Corey
and became pn actor in Holly-
wood and law. s started an acung
school. Many Eiz Chaim
graduales served in the u.S.
armed forces in WWI1I; eleven
gave their lives. Some graduates
volunteered 1o fight in the Istacl
defense forces duripg the 1948
War of Independence.

RITA XUFELD MICHAELSON

The first child of Max and
Carrie Xufeld, I was bomn in my
parents’ home on S58ih Strees
between 15thand 16th Avenues.
In 1922 my parents bought a
house, 1533 52nd Street, and it
was there that we children grew
up. The house was a three-
family, grey wooden frame
house with porches and a gar-
den, We also owned the adja-
cent Jot, about 40 feer by 100
feet; a beautiful lawn surrounded
by flowers. Many Hadassah and
Hebrew Institule of the Deal
partes were held there, mostly
in the spring.
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1 was married 10 Wiliam
Michaelson in Cangregation
Shomrei Emunah, where my
family was a member, After we
were married, my husband and I
occupied the second floor of my
parent’s house, where we raised
our two children: Laura, who
attended Shulamith School, and
Michael, who attended Etz
Chaim. Michaet and his family
live in Isracl and Laura and her
family five in Statcn Island.

About 1926 my parents
opcned Camp Auovrora in
Burlington, Vermont, which
consisicd of three camps: aboys,
a girls, and an adubt camp. All
were very successful and were
in existence for about 10 years.

Boro Park haschanged inmy
yeass here. When § was a child,
privaic houses still lined 13th
Avenue and there were many
empty lots in Boro Parck. I re-
member farms in the neighbor-
hood and large privaie houscs
with sprawling gardens.

Iremember the two Hamblass
brothers, Jerome and Altert:
thewr mother still lives on 9th
Avenue. Albert became on
ophthalmologist and Jeromeisa
NYC Cruninal Coun Judge and
Acuing Statc Supreme Courl
Judge, lesse Roth became a
prominent doctor. 1 also re-
member William Balfour
Herlands, who became the NYC
Commissioner of Investigation
under Mayor LaGuardiaand was
later appointed a Judge in the
U.S. Southern District Court in
Manhanan.

I auended P.S. 103 (J4th
Avenne and $3rd Street). Later [
was transferred w P.S, 180 and
then aaended Montauk Jr, High
School. After rablic school

hours I aitended Hebrew school
four afternoons a week and
Sunday momings, athe Hebrew
Academy, S0th Street between
13th and t41h Avenues. [ wasa
member of Young Ismel andam
active in the combined Young
1srael-Bethel Congregation. lam
amemberof Boro Park Hadassah
and am a past president of the
chapter.

My parents and my husband
and 1 continued to live in the
family home at 1533 52nd Soreet
untilabout 1980. About thatlime
my mother sold the. house and
adjacent lot. A provision of the
sale was that both our families
would receive apartments in the
new houscs. Three houses were
built on the lot, two of them
attached. My motherand Lucille
and my husband and 1, accord-
ing 1o this agrecment, rented
apartments adjacenttoeach other
in each of the atached houses,
where we conunue 10 live.

My family has always en-
joyed a pleasant life, with good
friends, a lively social life, and
meaningful volunteer work in
various Boro Park and Zionist
organizations.

DEAR EDITOR,

1 came across an article in the
December issue of the Boro Park
Community News referring 1o
the house at 4901 151h Avenue.
1 would like to point out that an
cmor was made by stating that
the house was boarded up "and
ready 10 be thrown down.” It is
trye 1hat a few months ago the
house was boarded vp, hawever
nal 10 be demolished but rather
to be fixed up. The old rotten
windows were replaced and the

creaking siaircases which were
built in 1919 were reinforced. I
invite Mr, Kipust to take another
picture {in aboot a month-when
the house is expecicd Lo be fin-
ished) so that he can have a be-
fore and after picture and see for
himself the improvement that
was made.

Sincerely,

“My” Contraciing Corp.

25

RABB3I CHAIM (HENRY)
HOSCHANDER
Drebin Wedding

Recenty, on December 17,
1990 10 be exact, a number of
Boro Parkers including my wife
and 1, attended a wedding in
Toronto, Canada. Eli, son of Mr.,
and Mrs. Label Drebin married
Devora Weiss of Toronto, Labe!
Drebin is a member of the Pre-
sidium of <Congregation
Avrohom Uizvi Hirsch which is
located at 4320-16th Avenue
(comer 44th Strect); he is also
the proprictor of an electrical
contracting business in Boro
Park.

At the wedding I was very
pleasantly surprised 10 mest a
very dear old ume Boro Park
friend. We were school buddies
and later good friends socially
until about 1950-51 when we
both were married. Rabbi Chaim

{Henry) Hoschander accepted
his first Rabbinical position in
Massachuscits at that time, and
has served as Rabbi in varioos
pulpits out of town since then.
That wedding, thercfore, also
provided.the background for 3
very delightful but brief reunion
{for the two of vs and our wives.
It also provided the opporiunity

_for the following brief interview
forthe history of Boro Park (what
else is on my mind?)

As a young boy Chaim, with

his parents Isaac and Esther, his
two brothers David and Freddy.
and sister Chana, immigrated w0
Boro Park on December 2. 1937.
What is somewhatunusual about
this move is that they came di-
rectly from Germany to Boro
Park. In those years Boro Park
was generally not the first stop
for immigrants. Boro Park waz
usuatly the section people se-
lected for upward mobility from
other parts of the city. Rabbi
Hoschander doesn't know what
conditions prompied his family
to move directly to Boro Park;
he was 100 young 10 have beci:
concerned about it.
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Their first address in Boro
Park was 4220-14th Avenue
where they lived for almost 10
years. His father worked in a
printing piant and managed to
support his family during those
difficult depression years despite
his language handicap,

Chaim altended Yeshiva
Toras Emes and then Ycshiva
Rabbi Jacob Joseph and Rabbi
Yizchok Eichonan. In addition
10 his Rabbinical degree he also
camed a B A, in Math and an
M.S. in psychology.

Rabbi Chaim Hoschander is
cwrently the spinilual leader at
Congregalion Shaarci
Shomayim in Toronlo, the Jarg-
est Osthodox synagoguc in
Canada »ne the 3rd or 4th larg-
est in North America,

During his youth Rabbi
Hoschanderand family atliended
services at First Cong. Anshei

“78Tard on 141th Avenue, comer

451h Sireeil Other residences of
the Hoschander family in Boto
Park inctuded 1480 44th Sueet,
917 4915 Sirezl, and 1642 4%th
Street,

The Rabbi's father Isaac A”H
was deceased in 1982. His sister
Chana Cobhen A"H, who re-
mained a resideni of Boro Park,
passed away in 1989. David
Hoschander, the Rabbi's older
brother was ip the diamond
business. He is now retired and
s1ill lives in Boro Park. Freddy,
the younger brother, is a2 medi-
cal dociwor and lives in North
Belmore, The Rabbi's son,
Azricl, taught for a few ycars in
the Hebrew depanument al Ye-
shiva Toras Emes. He married
ihe davghier of Rabbi Elias
Schwartz, Dean of Yeshiva
Toras Emes, He now lives in
Flatbush and is a Special Edu-

ion 1cacher in public educa-
tion, David'sson Abraham works

for assemblyman Dov Hikind in
BoroPark and isalso a law school
student
One of Lthe interesting out-
comes of these personal inter-
views is that we discover many
of the numerous prominent
personalities who had teir roots
in Boro Park.
JOIN THE BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Help research, phorograph,

preserve, ang publicize the his-
tory of Boro Park. Send in your
own memories, photos, docu-
ments, and olther memorabilia
forourarchivesand articles. Also
become a member of the Boro
Park Hiswrical Society - only
$5a ycar (83 - retired). Send to:
Boro Park Historical Society
4211 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11219
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HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

JACK YERSCHLEISER

One of the old time Boro
Parkers, who has conmibuted a
number of historical ilems 10 this
column is Jack Verschleiser,
Jack's parents Elias and Tzinl and
children came o Boro Park in
1920. Yack was a young boy of
about 7 years then, They came
dj.ru:tly to Boro Park when ar-
nving in America from Vienna
becayse Elias had a sister living
in Boro Park. The sister and
brother-in-law owned Feinsiein
Pharmacy pn 44 Simci (N.E.
corner} and 14 Avenuc. The
Verschieisers stayed with the
Feinsteins the first week or 50, in
their apartrment above the drug
store. Some time later the
Feinsicins moved the pharmacy
across the strect o the S.E. cor-
ner.,

Jack mamied 1ds Kramer, 2
lecal Boro Park girl, in March
1540, 1 was privileged 10 atiend
their S0th wedding anniversary
celebration just onc year ago this
month.

Dusing this interview Jack
discussed the public markel on
13th Avenue between 5S4 and 55
Strects, The following delails he
secalis from his youth are testi-
mony 1o bis phenominalmemory,

The public market stasted in
1921 or 1922 and extended from
Lthe corner of 54 Street until what
is now Braunecr's Bakery. On that
site before that was a nickelodian
theatre, a wooden movie house
called The Tuxedo. The theate
was purchased by a Mr. Geier.,
who convencd the property into
the public markel.

In this market several busi-
nessmen rented and operated in-
dividuat siands. Jack's father,
Elias Verschleiser (RIP) operated

the commission bakery stand, Mr.

Locker (RIP) operated the appe-
tizing stand, and Mr. Max Kipust
(RIP), father of this columnist,
the dry goods stand., Mr. Bochenik
operated the chicken stand, and
there was also a butcher stand.
Mr. Cooperman operated the
grocery stand, Me, Turok the fish
stand, and Mr. Ringler the dairy
stand,

Elias Verschleiser later pur-
chased the appelzing stand from
Mr. Locker and sold both of his
stands circa 1930. The market
remained active for a few more
years after that, into the mid '30s.

On the site of the current
Brauner's Bakery there was a
smalt candy stand owned by Mr.
Seligson. Hesold malieds for 10¢
which included 4 large glasses.
His son still lives in Boro Park.

Next w the candy stand these
was an A&P store, then a hard-
ware store owned by a Mr.
Schechier, and then a candy store.

The Diamond family lived on

55 Strest between 13 and 14
Avenues. They had a son known
as"LegsDiamond®, a wel) known
underworld figure.

On the corner of 53 Street and
13 Avenue, where the Greater
N.Y. Savings Bank is now located,
there was a one family house
owned and occupied by Dr. Kuhn,
The building was thrown down 1o
make way for the stores. On that
site the Simon Bernstein Furni-
1ure swre was then located,

There was a gaolf course on the
camer of 52 Streetand 13 Avenue
wlueir was later replaced by stores,
Above the stores the Mewropoli-
tan Life Insurance Company had
its offices. Currently the building

1s owned and occupied by the
Munkatch Yeshiva.

We thank Mr, Jack Verschleiser
for his inleresting contribution w
the history of Boro Park and look
forward to more of his Boro Park
memorics in future columns.

SAMUEL DYEN
Mr. Samuel Dyen has conmib-
uted o this column in the past.
‘The following are saome o the
business establishmeants that were
in operation in Boro Park during
the mid 1930's. We have already
published other stores Mr, Dyen
submited in the past. How many

af them do you remember?

Continued on Page 8
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Tin Plate Lithographing Co.
3611-14 Avenue
Dz, ). Kuhn
1317-49 Swecet

Lyn Hardware
4915-13 Smrect
Lee's Vanity Shoppe
4316A-13 Avenue
Big Boy Restanrant
49 Su Comner 12 Avenue
Libman Curtain Shop
4918-13 Avenue
Minelie Beauty Parlor
470D1-18 Avenue
J. Goldrich Clocks, Watches,
Jewelry
128349 Stmeet
Abe Kessler Roofing
4508-14 Avenue
Envoy Dairy Restaurant
4312-13 Avenue
1. K. Xaufman Tire & Tube
Vulcanizing Socony Gas
1311-55 Sureet
La Salle Dairy
4206-13 Avenue
G&S Dept Store
4810 New Urrecht Avenue
Park Surgical Co.
4903-12 Avenue
Herbert W. Poresky
Chiropodisi, Podiatrist
(Daily Except Satrdays,
Sunday 10-1)
5D01-14 Avenue

BORO PARK
PHOTO EXHIBIT
During the entire month of May,
the Boro Park Ristorical Society
will again be displaying a Phow
Exhibil of 0ld Boro Park scenes.

The exhibit will be shown a1 the *

Boro Park Public Library on 43
Strect between 12 and 13 Av-
enuc. Newly acquired photos
Laken over 70 years ago will be
shown.

Similar photo exhibits dis-
played in prior years at the library
by the Boro Park Historical Soci-
ety attracted a great deal of interest
and many viewers.

THANK YOU
BROOKLYN UNION GAS CO

The Brooklyn Union Gas
Company has approved a mini
grant o the Boro Park Historical
Society forupkeep and ¢expansion
of its photo archives. The grant
money, already received. has been
used for the purchase of old pholos
10 be featured in the photo exhibit
described above.

The Boro Park-Historical Soci-
¢1y and the Boro Pazk community
extends its thanks to the Brook-
Iyn Union Gas Co. for thisservice
10 the community,

ANNUAL COMMUNITY
MEETING OF THE B.P.H.S.

The Boro Park Historical Soci-
ety will hold its annual general
membership meeting on Manday
evening, June3, 1991 2t 7:30 FM.
‘The meeting, which is open 10 the
public, will be held at the Greater
N.Y.Savings Bankon 13 Avenue
and 53 Sueet It will feature a
narrated video of Boro Park
scenes recently produced, some
exhibits of Boro Park history and
a featured speaker discussing
Boro Park memories. Please re-
serve Lhe date.

HELP PRESERVE THE
HISTORY OF BORO PARK

You can help resecarch, pre-
serve, and publicize he hiswry of
this community in several ways.

1. Submit your own memories,
family history, and other infor-
malion about Boro Park.

2, Submii o!d photos and other
memorabilia,

3. Become 2 member of the
Boro Park Historical Society
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HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

The following interview and
arricle was arranged and sub-
mitied by Ms. Luciile Posner,an
officer in the Boro Park His-
forical Society. We thank her
and Mrs. Krantz for this inter-
esting contribution io this col-
kmn.

MRS. MAX KRANTZ (MIRIAM)

I, Miriam Osofsky, moved to
Boro Park in 1925 from the
Lower East Side with my par-
ents and c<hrec brothers,
Abraham, David,and Louis. My
parents had just bought a build-
ing at 4213 8th Avenue. At the
steeet level was my parents’
sutionery and 1oy store; we all
lived in the aparument above the
swre. At the time there were
expeclations that New York City
would build a subway line along
8th Avenue. As a result, mer-
chants expected that 8th Avenue
would become a prosperous
shopping street. In the 1930's,
plans to build the subway were
abandoned and my parents
eventually sold the building a1 a
loss.

1 marricd my husband, Max,
in 1929. Our firstapartment was
in an apantment house at 4600
9th Avenue. Our first child,
Joan, was bom in 1930 and,
needing another bedrootn, we
moved in 1931 10 another
apastment house, 5001 14th
Avenue, Qur daughter Ellen
was born in 1934 and, for the
same reason, we next moved to
a larger apartment at 5516 12th
Avenue, one of a row of at-
tached brick private houses.

In 1939 we moved to 5614
I5th Avenue, where we still Jive
today, This apartment is, in my
opinion, the nicest apartmenl
house in Boro Park, The lobby
is beautifully decorated and the
aparunents have large rooms
with arched doorways, The

building is still as well main-
tained today as when it was first
built, However,inthe building's
early years, it and many other
Boro Park apartment houses had
doormen. This was becavse
landlords wanted 0 atract ten-
ants, since apariments were
plentiful in those days. In fact,
many tenants not wanting to
undergo the ordeal of painting
moved instead!

Max and I have been mem-
bers of Temple Emanuel since
about 1934, Rabbi Emeritus
Baruch Silverstein, rabbi for 40
years, was an inspiring spirtual
leader, revered cven by com-
munity residents who were not
members of Temple Emanuel.
The lay leaders of Temple
Emanucl were civic-minded
people, giving both their time
and money W other Boro Park
instittions, such as the Israel
Zion Hospital, the Infants Home,
and the YMHA/YWHA. Atone
1ime Max was President of

Temple Emanvel and 1 was
President of the Sisterhuod.

About 1935 1 became a
member of the Boro Park chap-
ter of Hadassah., The Boro Park
chapter was always a going
concern. During World War I it
had from 700 to 800 members. |
served as President for five non-
consecutive terms, Through my
work in Hadassah, T met many
wonderful and high-achieving
women whom 1 will always re-
member.

1 particularly remember Ella
Pearlstein, a nateral leader, who
lived in a privatc house on 51st
Street between 14th and 15th
Avenue. | was younger than

Ella, and I was inspired by her
keen intelligence, love of read-
ing, high ideals ,and devotion to
Isracl. Ella’s husband was a
Hebrew scholar. Her son,
Moshe, was the first American
to be killed in Israel's War of
Independence in 1948; at the
time, he was studying at a ye-
shiva in Israel.

1 remember Hadassah mem-
ber Bertha Silverswein, a most
gracious hostess, who was re-
lated to Rabbi Silversiein of
Temple Emanuel. Rabbi
Silversiein’s wife Edith, another
Hadassah member, was a
charming woman and a natural

Continued on Page 8

continued from page 2
Jeader. 1 could go on and on.
There is Mollie Dworctsky, a
scifless woman who is com-
pleiely devoted to Isracl. Who
can ever forget Dorglhy Lewis,
aphilanthropic woman who was
active in many Boro Park orga-
nizations. The Boro Park
Community Council's annuat
Dorothy Lewis Memorial Award
honors her many achievements.
Supermarkets did not come
into existence untl after World
War I1, in the lale 1940's. The
Shefifield milkman, with his
horse and wagon, delivered milk
to my door every moming. 1
shopped in smal} food storcs on
13th Avenue, which were all a
center for gossip. | bought meat
at a3 kosher butcher,
Marmorstein, and patronized a
fruit store on 13th Avenue be-
tween 52nd and 53rd Surect
Food stores were very accormn-
modating in those days. The
fruit store owner would, at no
extra charge, carve pineapples
inany fancy shapes you wanted!
Also, food stores delivered your
orders for free — youonly had to
Up the delivery boy.

79
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lremember Frank's Fish Store
onNew Utrecht Avenue between
54th and SSth Streets. Most,
maybe all, fish stores had a ule
fish ank with live carp. Live
carp was considered desirable
by Jewish women, who boiled
and baked carp and also used
choppedcarpin gefulie fish. The
customer pointed to the carp she
wanled; the fishmongerremoved
the fish from the 1ank and killed
it by hitting it on the head with a
knife handie. 1 still buy fish in
the same fish store, although it is
no longer owned by Frank. It is,
as lar as ) know, one of the few
Boro Park fish stores that stil)
has & fish wank, although now
they keep a few other live fish
besides carp.

As I mentioned, there were
no such stores as supermarkeis.,
There were, however, large
markets. There was one on New
Utecht Avenue berween 54th
and 55th Sireets and one on 13th
Avenue between 47th and 481th
Streets (in addition to the Cily
marketon 13th Avenueand 3h
StreeL} The owners of these
markels rented stalis to indi-
vidual fruit and vegewable men,
dairymen, grocers, eic. Both of
the above markets carried live
fish in tanks,
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There was a Bohack’s gro-
cery store on 16th Avenue, one
of a large grocery chain. There
wasalsoan A & P{oncofalarge
nation-wide chain) on New
Utrecht Avenue, The A & Psold
canned goods, cheese, milk,
buner, and eggs, had a buicher,
and roasted coffee beans for the
customer, eic. Boththe privately
owned markets and the A & P
were the forerunners of present-
day supermarkets.

1 cannot conclude without
mentioning the grent cantor
David Kuscvitsky, who was the
cantor of Temple Emanuel for
about 38 years, until he died in
office a fcw years ago.

1 am fortunate to have a
wonderful husband, who always
suprornied me in my Hadassah
work. Max and 1 have had a ful}
life. We have had the pleasure
of being parents, then grand-
parents, and npow pgreal-
grantparents (with four gresi-
grandchildren), Max and I de-
rived much satisfaction from cur
volunteer work, We voluntesred
in the springtime of our lives,
continued through our gloricus
summer, and now, in the golden
antumn of our lives, arc still
active. What heartwarming
memories we have of the won-

derful people we met along the
way!

We received the following
letser from a medical docror in
Houston, Texas. If any of our
readers can supply any infor-
marion, please write 1o this col-
umn and we will forward your
letter,

MOEL, MOYEL, MOHL FAMILY

Dear Dr. Kipust

My grandparcnts may have
lived on Eldridge Street from
approximately 1906 - 1920's.
The names would be Elias Moiel
or Elias Moye! and Benjamin
Moh] after 1908. The rest of the
family arrived from Torchin and
Radzjechow Poland/Russia.

Do you have any helpful in-
formation about them?

Thank you,
Richard H. Moiel, M.D,
Houston, Texas

11 wovld be of inlerest to team
how this party knew of the Boro
Park Historical Socicty and why
he wrole 10 us about a family
1hai lived on the lower East Side
in Manhatan.

Ichecked the BoroPask phone
book and didn't find any fami-
lies with either of the thice
spellings indicated in the letter.
However, someone in the com-
munity may have known or has
information that could beof help
to the writer,
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DEAR DR. KIPUST,

T is gratifying to know that [
was in the positon 1o add an
item to the archives of lhe
BPHS.

1understand that you are do-
ing a magnificent job in boost-
ing Boro Park. Good luck to you
in all yous endeavors.

Thank you for your kind in-
vitalion 1o attend the forthcom-
ing events of the B P,H.5,

With kindest regards,
Carric Kufeld

DEAR DR. KIPUST,

The I Remember Boro Park
column in the lan. 9, 1991 issuc
of he Boro Park Convnunity
News lists comections of errors
inprevious issues, Since youare
interested in maintaining accu-
racy, 1 submit the following cor-
reclion to the article about my
family, which was beautifully
written in the Oct. 1, 1990 issue.
Mr. Shmuel Goldsiein of
Goldstein Press mentioned that
my mother, Mollic Berlin,
worked in the office of Yeshiva
Toras Emes. In fact, Molle
Berlin worked in the office of
Yeshiva Eiz Chaim for many
years and then lales, as previ-
ouvsly mentioned, at Yeshiva
Beth Joseph.

Respectfolly submitled,
Sara Fishman

BORO PARK
PHOTO EXHIBIT

During the entire month of
May. the Boro Park Historical
Sociery will again be displaying
aPhoto Exhibitof old Boro Park
scenes. The exhibit will be
shown at the Bore Park Public
Library on 43rd Sucel between
12th and 13th Avenues. Newly
acquired photos taken over 70
years ago will be shown,

Similar photo cxhibits dis-
played in prior ycars at the li-
brary by the Boro Park Histori-
cal Society attracted z greatdeal
of interest and many viewers.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY
MEETING OF THE B.P.H.S.

The Boro Park Historical
Society will hold its annual gen-
c¢ral membership meeting on
Monday cvening, June 3, 1991
at 7:30 PM. The meeling, which
is open to the public, witlbe heid
atthe Greater N.Y. Savings Bank
on 13th Avenue and 53rd Strect.
It will feature a narrated video of
Boro Park scenes recenly pro-
duced, some exhibits of Boro
Park history and a featured
speaker discussing Boro Park
memorics. Please reserve the
datc. Admission is free.
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HELP PRESERVE THE
HISTORY OF BORO PARK

You can help research, pre-
serve, and publicize the history
of this community in several
ways.

1. Submit your own memo-
ries, family history, and other
information about Boro Park.

2. Submitald photosand other
rmemorabilia.

3. Become a member of the
Boro Park Historical Socicty.
Your dues, and donations, only
$5 a year, will help pay for some
of the expenses, and are lax
deductable. Send to:

B.P.H.S.

4211 - 13th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11219
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By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

IN MEMORIUM
Elie Siegmeister

It 35 wilh deep regret thal 1
have 10 repon Lhe death of Elic
Siegmeisier, aformer Boro Park
resident.

Your readers may recall that
inthe April 24, 1985 issuc of this
newspaper, 1 wrote an article on
famous people who had lived in
Boro Park at some point in their
lives and then wenl on to fame
and/or forune. Elie Siegmeister,
the musician, composer, and
symphony conductor, was one
of them.

lam reproducing the anicle as
it appeared in the | Remember
Boro Park” column as follows:
Elie Siegmeister: Musician

“"Diagonally across the strect
from my parenis’ home, the later
to become famous composer,

Elic Siegmeister, lived with his
family 014924-171h Avenue. He
is now recognized as a major
composer and conduclor of mu-
sic, and is also the aunthor of
many books on his subject.

He wrote the music for several
shows, one of which, "Sing Oul
Swecl Land” received plaudits
from the music critics. He is the
founder of the American Com-
poser Alliance and was and may
still be Professor of Music at
Hopkins University, and Con-
ductor of Hofsua Symphony
Orchestra. tam privileged 1o say
that 1 could see and hcar him
when he was composing at the
piano, becausc the room he
worked in wasalmosicompleiely
surrounded by windows.”

1had previpusly written to him
a1 his home in Great Neck, Long
Island, reminding him of who 1
was, and requesling of him w
send some arufacis for our files.
He responded on August 19,
1987 by sending me the (ollow.
ing leiter:

"Dear Thelma,

What a beautiful leiter you
sentme! It was natonly a surprise
but 3 great joy o hear from you,
who have stayed in Boro Park
when all the rest of us have won-
dered throughoul the length and
breadth of this globe. 1 am happy
10 know not only (that Boro Park
lives, but that it boasts same-
thing that even Grear Neck, with
all is ‘fancy-shmancy' peaple,
doesnolhave -- ils own Hislorical
Society. Hooray for Boro Park,
2nd 1 am proud 10 have been
thereand thal you still remember
me.

I am so busy thal the thought
of adding one moare thing ¢ven
made y typewsiter go kaput, as
you see. However, I am sending
YOu an antifaciand acatalogueof
my works,

The artifact is a copy of my
"Boro Pasrk Blues,” written in

Paris in 1929, an expression of
my loneliness and love [or my
0lg neighborhood.

Since it is difficult 1o write
without a typewrites, 1 seng you
my warmest wishes! If there is
any way ! can help you, please
call me.

Cordially,
Elie”

As you can sec from his leiter,
be really loved Boro Park. His
obimary appeared in the New
York YTimes on March 11, 1991,
It mentions that he composed
eight operas, ¢ighl symphonies,
and a large cawalogue of songs,
choral seitings, concerts, of-
chestral works, and chamber
picces. One of his popular or-
chestra) works, “Sunday in
Brooklyn™ (1946) explored the
sounds of the city.

He continued 10 follow his
musical and poliuca) agends in
the 1960's wilh such works as "1
Had 2 Dream™(1967), a setting
of the famous speech by the Rev.
Dr. Mastin Luther King, IR, and
~“Faces of War" (1968) a work
prowesiingibe ViemamWar, with
poctry by Langston Hughes.

Elie Siegmeisier began his
musical studies in 1924, After
completing his undergraduate
work at Columbia University in

Continued on Page 8
cantinued from page 2

1927 when he was 18 years old,
Elic maved w Pans wherc he
studied for four years.

He was composer inresidence
at Hofstra University from 1966-
1976 and contributed articles on
aspects of American music [0
several publications.

We who knew him and ap-
preciate bis gifts 10 the world
now salute him and say (o him,
as Harauo said to Ham let, “Good
night sweet prince.”

--Thelma Fox

We thank Thelma Fox, an of-
ficer of the Boro Park Historical
Society for her rescarch, article
and interesung conuibution.

HY COHEN

Hyman Cohen said he lived in
Boro Park from 3948-1953 in
the apanment house a1 4217-
16th Ave., oppositc Monwulk
Jz. H.S. He moved 10 Bora Park
from the Bronx when he was
martied (0 Sylvia in 1948, His
brother-in-law, Harry Aranoff,
gave him his apartment {apart-
ments were very difficelt to find
in those years) when he moved
to New Jersey,

Mr. Cohen remembers Simon
Ackerman, the famous deparl-
ment store awner, in Boro Park.
Mr, Ackermanin the carly 1950's
builiasmallsynagogue on 43 St.
between 16 and 17 Ave. The
synagoguée was indented aboul
50 lect from the sweet. On that
sile currenily the Krasna Syna-
gogue and Yeshiva is located.
They built the main synagoguc
in front of and auiached 10 the
Simon Ackerman Synagopuc.
Before the KrasnaRav purchased
the property, the Ackerman
synagogue was used for many
years bythe Boro Park Mizrachi-
Hapocl Hamizrachi group as a
synagogue.
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Mr.Cohenalsocemembers the
Mimer minyan which met in the
building of thc then Yeshiva
Tosas Emes 1315-43 Si. from
1950-1953. Rabbi Simcha Z.
Levovitz and his brother and
Rabbi Sampson R. Weiss and
Hy Cohen atiended that syna-
gogue. Afier 1953 the Mirrer
minyan moved to their own
current building at 16th Ave,
comey 54th St. Hy Cohen moved
to Far Rockaway afier Boro Park,
whese he su)l lives with his wife
Sylvia as a retired public school
administrator,

RESPONSE TO
VERSCHLEISER ARTICLE

Mr., Samuei (Shmaucl)
Goldsiein (Goldsigin Priniers on
16th Avenue), a loyal reader of
this column and frequent con-
triboior, cadled 0 add somce in-
formation. He indicatcd that he
semembers the Feinstein Phar-
macy located at 4501 141h Av-
cnue, across the avenue [romthe
Sfardishe shul. In Jast month's
calumn, Jack Verschieiscr indi-

cated that Feinstein Pharmacy
was localed on 44 Swreet and 14
Avenue, Mr. Goldsiein lived at
1443 45 Sarcet from 1930 on.

M1 Goldslein said he re-
members one time when a man
was shot -- a rare occurance in
hose days -- and they took him
inlo the drugstore. “1 saw him
lying on the floor until medical
atienlion armrived,” he recalled.
“Some time later,” he contin-
ncd, “he phasmacy moved 10 44
Streetr.”

Sol (Shiomo) Goldsiein,
Samuel’s older brother who lives
in Ballimore was in Boro Park
recently, and | discussed this
item with him. He said he re-
members Feinsiein Pharmacy on
thecomer 0f 45 Stzeer When his
(amily moved o the block in
1930, there was a kitchen ap-
pliance store on thal corner be-
fore the phasmacy moved there.
The swore sold kitchen sioves
and ice boxes; he doesnt re-
member if refrigeralors were on
the markel yet at that time.,

Sol atso remembers the cor-
ner slore acToss 45 Street on 14
Avcnuc al that time was Harry's
Gasoline Station. They had
portable gasoline wagons and
would fidl the car's gas tanks
with hand pumps.

He also recalls the beavtiful)
mansion on thc comer*of 46th
Street and 14th Avenue, where
the Beth Jacob school is now
located. That set back home was
owned by a Mr. Suswes and it had
avery farge landscaped yardand
garden all around . He pointed
oul that the large, open gardens
and yards wcre very typical of
many homes in Bora Park in
those days. Mr. Straus was one
of the officers and founders of
the Sfardishe shu).

Sol Goldstein shared a few
addiLional memones. The Grand
Mansion on the N.E. comer of
45th Strezt and 16th Avenoe,
now a factory, was a prominent
catering hall then in Boro Park.
He remembers aitending the Bar
Mitzvah of Molel Twersky,
brother of the present Skverer
Rcbbe, Rabbi Dovid Twersky.

The Goldstein family lived at
1443 - 45th Sireel from 1930 -
1962 when his parenis (RIP)
mavediolsrael. Sol's sister Dina
Rosenganen still lives on thai
block with her husband, Rabbi
Yitzchok Rosengartcn and
family at 1423 -45th Street. She
has lived on that block almnst
continuously since 1930.

Subsequently, Idiscussed the
Feinstein Partacy mystery with
Mr. Jack Verschleiser. He in-
formed m¢ that the pharmacy
was on 44th Suect during the
1920's, moved 10 45th Strecl in

the early 1930°s, and then moved
back 10 441h Soeet.

DEAR DR. KIPUST,

My parents, Mildred and
Maurice Reis, came 1o Boro Park
in 1917 and Lived in the first
apartment house —- 1421 53rd
Street -- unil they maved o
S54th Street in 1923,

1 remember my f20'wir's de-
scription of the SOth Sureet sla-
tion on New Uwecht Avenuc.
The West End train (now the B)

ran on sireet Jevel before the ¢l
was builL The siaiion was in a
small bwlding in front of which
were the words BOROPARK in
white siones.
1 still live in the community.
Edith Prostkoffl

BORO PARK
PHOTO EXHIBIT

During the entirc month of
May, the Boro Park Historical
Society will again be displaying
a Photo Exhibitof old Boro Park
scencs. The exhibit will be
shown at the Boro Park Public
Library on 43rd Sureet between
12th and 13th Avenues, Newly
acquired photos taken over 70
years ago will be shown,

Similar photo exhibits dis-
played in prior years at the Ii-
brary by the Boro Park Histori-
cal Society attracted a great deal
of intercsi and many viewers.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY

MEETING OF THE B.P.H.S,

The Boro Park MHistorical
Sociely will hold its annual gen-
cral membership mecung on
Monday cvening, fune 3, 1991
at 7:30 PM, The mceting. which
isopento the public. willbe held
atthe Greater N, Y. Savings Bank
on 131h Avenue and 531d Street.
L will feature a narrated video of
Boro Park scenes recently pro-
duced, some exhibits of Boro
Park history and a featured
speaker discussing Boro Park
memories. Please reserve the
dale. Admission is [ree.

HELP PRESERVE THE
HISTORY OF BORO TARK

You can help research, pre-
serve, and publicize the history
of this community in several
ways.

1. Submit your own memo-
ries, family history, and other
inforrmation about Boro Park.

2. Submitold photosand other
memorabilia.

3. Become a member of the
Boro Park Hisworical Society.
Your dues, and donations, only
$5 ayear, willhelp pay for some
of the expcnses, and are tax,
deductable. Send to:

B.P.HS.

4211 - 131h Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11219
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DANIEL DUBE

Firstofall, I think I should tell
you about the origin of the name
Dube, since almost everybody
asks me that Question sooner or
later.

The word dubova means for-
est in Russian, My grandiather,
Elibu Dubovsky,lived in Minsk,
where there were many forests,
from which the family’s name
derived. He was an agent forrich
landowners who owned large
foresis. My grandfather soid the
landowners’ Jogs Lo wholesalers
and bought household and othes
supplics forhisemployers. When
my father, Newman Dube, emi-
grated o the ULS, in 1888 at the
ageol 20, he shoriened the family
name.

When my father first came to
the U.S., he went v Chicago o
work for a cousin and 10 live in
the cousin’s home. This sounded
like an ideal arrangement, the
only drawback being that the
cousin kept my father's entire
salary, saying that it covered his
room and board! My father
Jooked around and saw that there
was money 1o be made as a
peddier. He became a notions
peddler (pins, needles, thread,
elc.), ravelling through rural ar-
¢as in the midwest. In the 1700°s
and 1800°s roads were bad and
few and far beiween and the
automobile and bus had not yet
beeninvented, making itdifficull
for farmers 10 wavel w wwns o
buy household goods. Peddlers
were highly respecied men who
were indispensable Lo manufac-
wrers and to residents of rural
areas.

My father peddled for severat
years in the midwest and then
came to live on the Lower Easi
Side of New York Cily, 10 work
in another cousin’s clothing
manufacturing factory. It was

there on the Lower East Side that
he met my mother, Jennic
! Schoenbaum, whom he mastied
inaceremony atthe Henry Srect
Hallin 1895. My father soon had
his own clowhing facwory, manu-
faclwring men's and boys’
clothing, at which he became
successful. The family moved 1o
benter living quarters several
times, first on the Lower East
Side and then w the Bronx.

My father, however, wanted
to live in a more rural area than
the Bronx, Onc day in 1906 he
boarded a train in the Bronx and.
afier several ransfers, ended up
on the train thatis now ¢alled the
B train which, at that time, ran at
ground level. He disembarked
from the train at 491h Street and
New Utrecht Avenue, where he
saw the pame Borough Park
spelled out in white clamshells
in a riangular, grassy area (now

* occupied by a fruit siore). He

saw 2 suburban neighborhood:
many rees, beautiful houses with

spacious lawns, and many eimpty
lots. This was the place for his
family to live!
My father bought a gray,
wooden frame 13-room howvse,
1225 - 48¢th Swreey, in 1906, for
the sum of $9,000. The size of
the house and yard was 60 fu x
100 ft. My parents and my
brothers and sisters, Joseph,
Irving,Judith, and Lillian moved
in. 1 was born in that house in
1908 and my brother, Herbert,
was born at home in 1912, since
there was no hospital in Boro
Park at that time.
1 remember the well-keptlawn
of our house, which was tended

by a gardener, Frank Carlucei,
who owned a greenhouse on 58k
Sureet between New Utrecht and
i41h Avenues (demolished). We
all enjoyed our colorful lowers,
well-rimmed hedges, peach
trees, and the grape arbor, Our
house, 1225 -« 48th Sireel, was
demolished around 1940 and
another house erected inits plae,

Some ncighbors that 1 re-
member are Irving Stone, Sol
Weinstein, and Barpcy
Kaufman. I remember the mud
gulers, since none were paved.
Lhe sidewalks, however, were all
paved. There were two large
houses 10 an avenuc block (such

Continued on Page 8

continucd from page 2

as 13th, 14th, ¢12) — mansions
really, with spacious tawns, The
side strects, however, had about
five or six houses to each block,
all with spacious lawns. Boro
Park was a beautiful and pcace-
ful neighborhood for achild. We
boys played marbles and
stickball in the streets and, after
the YMHA was built in 1916,
we playcdbasketballin the gym.

1 attended P.S. 160, ot 52nd
Strezt and Fort Hamilton Park-
way. Helen Curran was the
principal, a charming and beau-
tiful woman. Some of my
1eachers were Miss Rose, Miss
McDermott, and Miss Graham.
My brothers and 1 Jcamed He-
brew from a teacher who came
10 our house afier public school
hours in order to prepare us for
our Bar Miizvahs, My sisiers
were nol laught Hebrew, as most
girls didn’1 receive Hebrew les-
s0ns at that Uime.

Around 1918 my brother
Herbert came down with
diptheria, a usually fatal disease.
My father had Herbert taken 10
Kings County Hospital, located
a long distance away. There
Herberthad surgery, which saved
his life. That made my father
realize the pecessity of having a
firsi-class hospital in Boto Park.
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In 1919 my father convened a
meeling of prominent Boro Park
businessand prolessionat people
for e purpose of establishing a
hospital. My faiber was elecled
President of the Isracl Hospital,
as i1t was named, and continued
in that position for six years. The
officers of the Israel Hospilal
occupicd quarters in the New
Utrechi Hospiwl and Dispensary,
1246 - 421h Succt — which now
changed its name (0 the Iscact
Hospisl — and sel aboul raising
money. Bons Fingerhood was
the man in charge of public re-
lations and fundraising. He later
became superintendent of the
hospital,

My father was also a direcior
of the Zion Hospital, then located
on Cropscy Avenue. My (ather
decided it would be desirable 10
merge the iwo haspilals and, 1o
thisend, was the dominant force.
In 1921, the ncw Israel-Zion
Hospila) building was opened a1
49h Street and 10Wh Avenue, [
was present at the cormersione
taying in June 1919, My father
was the only man presemt who
ware a frock ceat and top hat,
which was befiung, considering
the part he played in the hospital s
founding.

The nex1 major cvent in our
{amily’s hisiory was the slock
market crash of 1929, My faiher
lost everything: his savings, his
clothing factory (Ncwman Dube
and Sons), and our house, in
which we continuced to live as
fenants.

My father was 61 ycars old
when he 1ost his business. About
the right age, one might say, for 4
a man 1o retire or, al most, 10
seck pan-ume employment two
or three days a week. For a man
of my father’s vitality and innate
business ability, however, los-
ing his business was merely a
sign that it was time (o siart an-
other business —inacompletely
dilferent line!

In 1930 my father decided to
go into the surgical supply
business. He took Theodore
Weiss as his partner. who bad
experiencein that line. The PARK
SURGICAL COMPANY's first
store was al 4804 - 13th Avenue.
The lIsrael-Zion Hospital, ap-
propriately cnough, was their
first customer, Theodore Weiss
lefl the business after Lwo years;
Park Surgical remained at thal
address for four years and then
moved 104903 - 13th Avenuc. In

1943 Park Surgical moved 10
our present address, S001 New
Utrecht Avenue.

Our custamers arc hospitals,
doctors, and individuals who
need medical supplies. From the
beginning, Park Surgical has
been known for its comprehen-
sive stock and its policy of per-
sonalized service, which policy
continues 1o this day.

As | said, my family lost our
house afer the stock marketcrash
of 1929 whea my father could
not pay the morigage. By
pawaing my mothec’s jewelry,
and the fact that the Park Surgi-
cal Company was successful, in
1936 my father was able 1o buy
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our present house at 1259 - 49th
Streel, where  sull live today. .

In addition 10 founding - the
Isracl-Zion Hospital, my flathex
was alsb'one of the fodmders of
Machzike Talmud Torah (no
longer in existence). My father
died at home in 1966 at the age
of 101. |t !F: e

Alonctime was amember of”
the Young Folks League of the
Infants Home, located on 56th
Suectbetween New Utrechtand.
14th Avenues (no longer in ex-
istence), for seven years [ was
President of the Yaung Folks
Leaguc of Temple Emanu-£1. 1
am presently oo the Board of
Trustees of Temple Emanucland
am Past President of the Com-
munity League, a group affiliawed
with Maimonides Hospital {the-
current name of the hospital my
father founded).

My sister, Judith, married Max
Seakwood. {The Secakwoods
were one of the early Jewish
families in Boro Park.) 95 years
old, she lives in Florida and is
still active in Hadassah. An ac-
complished pianist, she playsthe
piano at Hadassah meetings, My
sister Lilliandied at the agcof 15
in the influenza epidemic of
1919, which virus was brought .
back from Europe by returning -
World War I soldiers. My brother
Herbertdicd in 1985 atthe age of
73. My brother, loseph, now 92,

" givides hisume oqually between

Woodmere, L.I. and Tucson,
Arizdna My brother Irving, age
89, lives in Manhartan and is
active in the textile business. 1
am 82 years old and am stll
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active in the Park Surgical
Company. In fact, my father’s
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren work in the
Park Surgical Company, which
is mulu-faceted and continually
expanding; we now have an or-
thopedic department

A friend laughingly remarked
that the Dube family of the sur-
gical supply business reminds
her of the Rothschild family of
the banking business! “Both
businesses were founded by
highly intelligent men of great
business ability and were con-
1inued and expanded by scveral
sons who inherited theis [ather’s
business ability. Then, in both
instances, the founders” grand-
sons went into the family busi-
ness.” May it long continue to be
so!

The above interview and ar-
ticlc was submiucd by Lucille
Posner, an officer of the Boro

Park Historical Socicly. We
thank her and Danicl Dube for
this ineresting conwibution 1o
the history of this community.

HELP PRESERVE THE
HISTORY OF BORO PARK

You can help research, pre-
serve, and publicize the hislory
of this community in several
ways.

1. Submit your own memo-
ries, family history, and other
information about Boro Park.

2. Submitold photosand other
memorabilia.

3. Become 2 member of the
Boro Park Historical Sociely.
Your dues, and donations, only
$5 a year, will help pay for some
of the expenses. and are 1ax
deduclable. Send to:

B.P.HS.

4211 - 13th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11219
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FRANK MICELI

(The following inlerview and
armicle was submilled by Ms.
Lucitle Posner officer of the Boro
Park Historical Socicty. We
thank hcr and Mr. Miceli Jor this
intercsling contribution.)

I was ninc ycars old in 1925
when my family moved from
South Brooklyn to Boro Park.
My parcnis, Josephinc and Frank
Micceli,movedto Bore Park wilh
the fomily decause they wanied
tolive in a beiter neighborhood.
We were eighuchildren: myscif,
my brothcrs Louis, Peicr, and
Sulvaiore, and my sislers, Angic,
Josephing, Noncy and Neuic. My
father boughtatwo-family, brick
housc ar 1317 44th Swreet. We
lived upstairs and rented oul the
downstairs apartiment,

The Gentile brothers, Tommy
and Tony,livedonmy block and
were close friends of mine, Al-
ler they gol marricd we slowly
drifted apan; 1haven't seen them
for 20 years. T remember the De
Picuo family who lived on my
block. They had three children,
two boys and a girl: all nice
people.

| remember when the Berk-

shite Dairy, alarge grocery swie,
occupicd Lhe site where
Woalworth's is now. 1dclivered
orders for Berkshire after my
closses at P.S. 164, 14th Avenoe
and 43rd Strect. 1 next aucnded
Montauk Sunior High School,
16th Avenue and 43rd Strect.
Unhappily, MonLauk was the last
school 1 attended. This was in
the height of the Depression and
Thadio leave school and work in
a hat faclory in order 10 help
support my family.

My mother bought meat at Lhe

Ambrosia Mecal Market, 13th
Avenueand 39th Sucet. now the

Capitol Mear Markect. She
bought vegetabics from the
pushcarts that lined 131h Av-
cnuc and 3%9th Sucet. [n fact, my
mothcr bought almost every-
thing from pushcarts, including
suils for my brothers and my-
scll. In thosc days boys' and
men's suils camc complete with
two pairs of pants.

I remember the live chicken
markct on 39th Suect and 13th
Avenue, | also rcmember
Renken Milk Farms on 60th
Street and Fort Hamilion Park-
way. This was not aclually a
farm, despite the name. Rather,
Renken was a milk wholesaler.
Farmers sold their milk to
Renken, who loaded the milk on
horses and wagons, for delivery
10 sloces and privawe homes.

Ournext-door neighbors were
Ornthodox Jewish people. My
lfamily got along well with ail
our Jewish ncighbors and the
Jewish storckeepers and push-
caripeddlers, Qur rclations were

always of Lhe best.

My fricndsand Tuscd 10 roller
skate and play stickball and
soccer in the gutters, as there
was nol too much auiomobile
waflfic in thosc days. Wc also
played marbles and a gambling
game, Bascball Cards OIf The
Wall. In the summcrs we ale
lalianices inapapercup, which
we bought from the lualian bak-
cries on 13th Avenue and 39th
Sireet,

Every once in 2 while my fa-
ther took the family out 1o din-
ner at Red's lalian Restaurant at
39th Stwrect and 13th Avenuc—
which is still doing busincss at
the samg location. In those days
a whole pitcher of beer cost 25
cents and a wholc pizza pic was
the samc price!

1think il was aboul 1937 when
1 mect my wifc, Connic De
Simone, at adance at the Crystal
palace, 14th Avenuc and 43cd
Strect (The building issull there,
although the Crysial Palace is no
longer in cxistence.) This wasa
calcring hall where weddings

OMMUNITY NEWS

and bar mitzvahs were heid. The
D¢ Simoncs were also a Boro
Park family. We were married
onJunc 25,1939 in St. Catherine
of Alcxandria Roman Catholic
Church,Fort Hamillon Parkway
and 41§1 Strecl, where my fam-
ily has always worshipped. [a
June of 1991, 1 wiil have been
marricd far 52 happy years 10
thc samc wonderful waman,

Somctime during the 1930's
there was a fire at St Catherine's
Church. The fircmen managed
10 save many religious salucs
and the aliar, but much af the
church bumed down and the
swaincd glass windows wcrc
broken by the firemen. There
was another big (ire, which
bumed for scveral hours during
the day, al the Rubcl Icc Com-
pany, 37th Strect and 12th Av-
cnue, also sometime during Lhe
1630’s. Ncarby houschoiders
were 1©01d 1o bring pails of saad
to their rools o cxlinguish any
flying sparks.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 1O
conilaued from page 2

Afier the fire, the
Knickerbocker Ice Company
occupicd the store. [ should
mcnton that, cven as 1ai¢ as the
1930°s, not cvery family had an
electric refrigerator. many
families still had an icebox.
Icemcn, wilh Lheir horses and
wagons, were a [amiliar sightin
Boro Park.

After our marriage, Connie
and ] rented an apartment in a
1wo-family shinglcd brick housc
with an open porch, 3802 12th
Avenue. Our children, Sieven
and Joan, were both born ai the
Israel Zion Hospital {now
Maimaonides). They both at-
tended P.S. 131, 44th Sucétand
Fort Hamilion Parkway. and
100k out books from the Boro
Park Library, then located in a
storc on 13th Avenue berwecn
52nd and 53rd Streets.

87



- SEPTEMBER 3,, 1991 - BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS

I REMEMBER
BORO PARK

About 1970 I gave up work-
ing in a faciory and took ajobas
a bariender in the Step-In Bar
and Grilt, 12th Avenue and 37
Street. | wok the bartending job
because the salary was bener
and 1 enjoy tatking with people.
Infaci,oncof the advantages (or
disadvantages, depending on
how you feel aboun st) of the job
was that | got to hear all my
Customers’ voubles!

In 1990 there were (wo big
changesin my life, First, I started
My present job as a guard at the
Boro Park Library, 43rd Stroet
between 12th and 13th Avenues.
I remember when the sitle was
occupied by a Turkish bath, there
were separaie days for men and
women. Another big change was
thal, afier 51 years, Connie and
] had w move from our apan-
ment at 3802 12th Avenue.
Fonnaicly, we found an apart-
mcnt around the comer, in a
private housce, 1126 381h Sureer,

* v

Afier being forced to leave
school during the Depression, |
find much satisfaction in being
employed in a library. Most of
the knowledge of the world is in
books—frec 10 anyonc who hag
alibrary carg?

1 hope our rcaders enjoyed
this anicle as much as your
columnist did. As achild | lived
at 1358 42th Suecl, across the
streel from Mr. Miceli, during
the ycars of 1934-1939, Al
though | didn't know him, he
was much older, ) did know the
Orthodox Jewish neighbors he
menuons. In fact, his ncighbor's
children ang mysell were
schoolmates anq lifclong friends.
There were three familics, all
relaied, who were his neighbors
a1 132t and 1323 44ch Sireet.
Their family names were Klcin,
Fricd. and Fricdman, Some of
the children s6ll live in Boro
Park.

THE 7™ ANNUAL
MEETING

The Boro Park Historical
Sociely’s 7¢h annual general
membership meeting tock place
on June 3rd, 7:30 P.M. in the
meeting room of the Greater New
York Savings Bank. Even be-
fore the meeting began, the au-
dience cagerly, shared recollec-
tions and looked at the old pho-
tographs which were on display.

First on the agenda was the
showing of a video film, made
by the Executive Committee,
which includcd various 13th
Avenue locations, from 53rd
Strect 10 60th Strect. This area
included the old Blylthboume
section, the cradlc of the current
Boro Park neighborhood. The
video included presentations by
Dario Marronta, Jack
Verschiciser, Thelma Fox,
Lucille Posner, Esther Kane, and
Jacque Fricdman, The video was
shown in two segments, inler-
spcrsed with guest speakers.

Luciile Posnerintroduced the
first guest speaker, Hannah
Harris, a real old 1ime Boro
Parker, who discussed some of
1he changes she has seen in Boro
Patk over the last half century
and more,

Thelma Fon introduced Rose
Walzer who discussed some of
her family's history in Boro Park
since 1912 and some of her
memorics of old Boro Park. A
summary of her presentation
fellows 1his anicle.

A lively discussion followed
as members of the audience
shared their own memories of
thecommunity. Esther Kanc and
Jacque Friedman asked Boro
Parkers 10 join the Boro Pask
Historical Socicty and hedp inits
work.

ROSE WALZER
{Summary of
Rose Walzer's Prescnwation)
In 1912, my father’s Iwo $is-
ters came w0 Boro Park from the
Lower East Side. Tt scems that
some of thc mcn my uscle
worked with were moving iere.
One aunt lived von 12th Avcnuc
beiween 41st and 42nd Sucal

Incidentally, the house, wag re-,

cently tom down. My other aum
bought a house on 41st Surect
between 12th and 13th Avenoc.
They had a dry clcaning store
and two aparimcnts up SLaifs.
That house is sull there.

In 1913 they convinced my
parents Lo come from Boro Park
andd they reated an apaniment at
1316 415t Swect where | was
bom, That house is stil) there.

The subways in those days
were the Culver Lane that ran on

the ground 10 9th Avcnue and
the West End that also ran on the
ground a1 3%h Swcet and New
Uwgcchit Avenue. Both lines were
later elevated, The West End
tolley with s open sides ran
from 39th Street and New
Utrecht AvenuctaConey Island
inthe Summertime and 10 Almer
Park in Bensonburst in the win-
ter. The volley wasdiscontinued
in 1943 during World War II.
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There was a trolley on 16th
Avenuc that ran from 62nd Strect
10 McDonald Avenue. U was
callcd the Tanncrville Trollcy
because there was only one and
il you missed it you walked 1o
wherever you were going. The
New Uucechl H.S. Anncx was
located a1 P.S. 180 which is at
56th Sirectand 16th Avenoe and
many a day I walked there.

Pcople in Boro Park were
movie-goers and the following
arc somc of the theaters in B.P.

Eagic - 161h Ave. & 431h St

Elon - New Urecht Ave. &
43rd Su
. Windsor - 15th Ave, & 401h

1.

West End - 5tst St. & New
Uuecht Ave,

Riz - 8th Ave.

Garden - Open A - New
Uwrecht Ave. & 461 St.

Royal - 13th Ave. bel. 41sL
and 42nd St

New Moon - Ft Hamilwn
Pkwy and 39t St

Lawer - The Locws - 46th St.
and Locws Baro Park werce built.

Maimonides Hospital stanicd
ar 42nd St beiween 12th and
13th Avenue, Mr. N, Dubc was
one of its founders. Minnenberg
Maicmity Hospital was located
at 15th Avenue, between 44
and 45th Swrect and is now Bais
Yaakov High School.
Maimonides Hospital, previ-
ously know as the Isract Zion
Hospital, was formed after a

joining of the Zion Hospital of
Boro Park and Lhe Israec) Hospilal
of Bensonhurst. The comersione
was laid in Junc 1919, and the
doors opened in 192).

Former Stares

Cushman’'s Bakery, A&P,
Bohacks, Kresge. Bushell, Lin-
den Chapeau de Mode, Machia
Bros., Schmeiliks, Skilowilz,
Meycrs, Reds Restaurant Envoy
Cafcteria, Rothsicin’s, Simon

Bernstein Furnitore, and
Wallachs who is still on 13t
Avenue. One of our guests here
wday is Ruth Levy, daughter of
the oniginal Wallach. There were
alsa Bloom, Goldfaber (hard-
ware), Franklins (women's
clothing), Rencll Bakery, and
Brooklyn Wondcr Store (fab-
ncs).

The Brooklyn Public Library
was oniginally at 56th Suect and
Ncw Ulrecht Avenue, then
moved 10 131h Avenuc beiween
52nd and 53rd Streey, and then
to its present locaton at 43rd
Strect off 131th Avenue,

There was a cawcring hall on
43rd Surect off 14th Avenue
known as the Crystal Palace.
My fricnd's father was a paniner
and | danced at many halian
woddings on Saturday nights.

How can we forgct the Pool
Room at 141h Avcnuc botween
42nd and 43rd Succt, dirccily
acvoss from P.§. 164, My five
sistcrs, my daughicr, and 1 all
wem there. On the comer of
43¢d Stircel across from the
school was Komman's Candy
Siore. Mr. Korman was Annic
Weintraub’s brother.

Hecker's Flour was stancd in
a building on the comer of 13th
Avcaue and 4] st Soect.

There wasalsoa fanm on 16th
Avenuc and 45th Strect where
there were chickens and goats
and 1he Kindergarien children

were taken there for an outing.

1have racked my brain, picked
the brainsof my sisicr and fniends
who are old time Boro Parkers
10 prepare for this 1atk. I hope
you all have the happy mcmo-
rics that 1 have. 1 stilt live in
Boro Park but it's not the sume
place of my youth.

Wec thank Ms, Rose Walzcr
for her interesting talk and con-
tribution 10 the history of Lhe
communily.

In the June 1 Remember Boro
Park Column, the following
sentence in the article on Danicl
Dubc should be changed w read
as follows:

He¢ discmbarked (rom the
train at 49th Socct and New
Uuccht Avenue, where he saw
the namc Borough Park spclicd
out in whitc cobblesiones in 3
wiangular grassy arca (now o<-
cupicd by a fruit storc).

SUBMIT YOUR

BORO PARK MEMORIES

We arc imicrested in your
memorics of Boro Park and
family historics. Youcanhelpin
the work of discovcring and
preserving the history of our
community by submiwing in-
formation, photos, articles, cte.
You can alsa help b joining the
B.P.H.S.only S5aycar, Wnilcia
Boro Park Hislorical Socicty,
4211-13th Ave. Brooklyn, NY
11219,

NEW YORK TELEPHONE GRANT

The Boro Park Historical So-
cicly wishes to thank the New
York Tclephone Co. for its re-
cent grant to help devclop its
photographic archives. The
moncy was uscd to purchase old

photos of this community for the
photographic display at the pub-
lic library and at the annual
mcmbership meeting. These old
phoios have also cnhanced the
B.P.H.S. photographic archives.
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HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

BORO PARK TOURS

Boro Park has become a tour-
ist attraction, Walking tours of
the community are given to
groups periodically by arrange-
ment with Jocl Schwariz at the
C.0J.0. of Boro Park:

Last year, for the Sunday
before Passover, he had two
groups that requested a tour and
recommended that one group
coniact me. A branch of
Hadassah women from upper
Manhatian contacted me and 1
agreed (0 lead a bus tour of the
community, By the iime the date
arrived they had over wwo
busioads of over 90 people
signed up for the 1our. Thisisan
indication of therising popularily
of Boro Park as a tourist attrac-
tion,

1 led one bus group in the

morming and one in the afier-
noon. The groupsalso alternated
in vistting another Jewish com-
munity in Brooklyn. They had
lunch at Ossie’s Restayrant on
501h Street near 13th Ave,

During the past few years
Boro Park has become 2 very
busy shopping area, especially
on Sundays. Many people drive
intlo Boro Park from other
necighborhoods to wake advan-
tage of the many shopping ben-
efits in Boro Park - low prices,
large varicty, and specialty items
for the Jewish consumer. There
15 a serious problem, however,
and that is the lack of adequate
parking space available, espe-
cially for the influx of visiting
cars.

On any Sunday, driving
through Boro Park is a very te-
dious process because of the
heavy traffic. You can well
imagine how busy and crowded
it was on the Sunday just before
the Passover holiday. Nopeihe.-

less, since we didn’t have 1o park
and preferred driving slowly to
enjoy the sites and the narration,
the bus drivers were able to do a
very skitiful job of mancuvering
the large tourist buses up and
down the strests of Boro Park.
Some readas may remember
seeing thase huge buses and
wondering about them. During
the tour, we relaied some of the
hiswry of the community and
some of the instiwtions, The
lourists asked many questions
of interest to them, primarily
about the chasidic Jewish groups
in the community. Each wur
lasied about two hours and was
interesting tomeas well as 1o the
wourists. Since this was the firs;
time 1 had led such a tour, it
required a little more prepara-
tion. At the end, the tours were
well received and praised di-
rectly (0 me and (o others.

Although 1 enjoyed talking
about and promoting the Boro
Park community, | wouldn'thave
the time w develop or Jead these
tours on a regular basis, How-
ever,Icansee some en lerprising
business man or organization
some day successfully promor-
ing such a lourist businessin this
ncighborhood. The B.P.H.S.
would ceniainly be willing 10
cooperate and help.

HOW DID BORO PARK
BECOME SUCH AN
IMPORTANT CENTER FOR
ORTHODOX JEWRY?

One of the questions that was
asked on both tours and fre-
quently asked by others is "How
did Boro Park become such an
imporiam center for Orthodox
Jewry?® Afer all, Boro Park is
probably the largest orthodox
and chasidic community in the
world, concentrated in one
neighborhood. Tt has over 200
synagogues and over 50 Hebrew
schools and Yeshivas, What ar-
tracted all the chasidic residents
10 this community? What spe-
cial atraction or merit did Boro
Park have?

‘This is an important question
very relevant 10 the history of
Boro Park and shall be deaXk
with. I plan 1o discuss this wopic,
and present historical, socio-
logical, and religious informa-
tion in fulure columns (P.G.) 10
help answer these questions
Your thoughis on this topic ar
very welcome.

WRITE US

FAREWELL, .
REGINA SPIEGEL

The following ariicle and u
terview was prepared by Luci.:
Posner, an officer in the Bor:
Park Historical Societ}
(B.P.1.S.). We thank her for her
interesiing contribution.

Regina Spiegel is dead. Pos
sibly the oldest resident of Boro
Park, she died at the age of 101
yearsand 10months. Shepassed
away on September 10 at
Maimonides Hospital in Boro
Park. She had been admilled 10
the hospiwal on Febroary 1‘6,
1991, suffering from pncumonia
Although she subsequently 1¢-
covered from pnenmonia, sh.
never regained her health o U,
paint where she was able o lcav
e hospital and return o he
home at 1370-51 St.

Her companion of seven
years, Branislaval enan, her son
1saac Bacon, and her neighbors
visited her in the hospital fre-
quently.

Mrs. Spiegel was a former
inmate of Theresienstadu Con-
cenwration Camp, a ransit camp
inCzechoslovakia. Her husband
(Mr. Bakun), her daughicr, her
daughier's husband, and her
grandchild were transporied (0

cont'd on page é...
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Auschwilz, where hey were
murdered. By a stroke of fate,
Mrs. Spiegel avoided being
transporied 10 Auschwitz and
lived to survive Hitler (who
killed himseli in his bunker on
Apri) 30, 1945) by 46 years, four
months, and ten days.

In 1946 Mrs. Spiegel emi-
grated 10 the United Staies and
married My, Spiegel, who died
16 years ago,

Almost until the end, Mrs.
Spicgel maintaincd a keen in.
terestin the world. She read both
the New k st and the
Algcimer Jouma and discussed
the political scene in isracl with
insight and intelligence. She
enjuyed watching TV, pariicu-
larly baller. Her son, 1saac Bacon,
who lives in Brooklyn, is a
former Dean of Yeshiva Uni-
Ycrsily; her other son, who lives
in Isracl, is the editor of a
magazine. Among her grand-
children and 15 great-grand-
children, who Jive in Istael and
the Unitcd S1ates, there are many
teachers.

She was a warm, giving per-
son, For years she baked a kugel
especially to give 1o a neighbor
for Shabbos. When she became
100 infirm (o bake, she had her
companjon-housekeeper bake
the kugel for the neighbor. Mrs.

Spiegel's charm, warmih, and an
indefinable spiril thai was all ber
own, gavea (celing of happincss
to people who spent any Llime in
her company.

Good-bye,dear Mrs. Spicgel.
You will live on in the memory
of all those who knew you.

LILA LICHTENFELD
Genllemen:

1receive the Boro Park Com-
munity News and [ find il very
enjoyable.

1 tove reading "1 remember
Boro Park™ 2s I am living here
since 1926, | may be the longest
and possibly the oldest living
resident here. My parents opened
a girdle and bra shop on Fort
Hamilton Parkway between4dth
Streetand45th Street. Thename
of the shop was Horwilz Corset
Shop.

My sisier Sara went 10 textile
High School. My brother George
went to P.5. 131 on Forl
Hamilton Parkway, my sister
Annand myself also wentto that
school. George, Ann and [ wenl
1o Pershing Jr. High School and
then on to New Utrecht High.
My sisier and ] were married in
Boro Park and my brother was
married inNew York City when
he was in the Air Corp. in World
War IL

My mother passed away in
1947, my father died in 1979. 1
operated the store nul Novem-
ber 12, 1982, exactly 50 years
afiermy parents opened the shop.

My daughter, Rita, was mar-
ried 25 years ago at Temple
Emanuc) with Rabbi Silversizin
and Cantor David Kuseviisky
officiaung.

1 am stil) living in Boro Park
and | may be the longest living
resident in this neighborhood.
My mother was also a member
of the Hadassah

There were lcn one family
housesoneach block, there were
very few apartment houses.

The appetizing store was
Miller's on 49th Street and 13th
Avenue. Neat goor to that siore
was the Linden Dress Shop
where one was able to purchase
the most ¢legant dresses, On the
other side was Merlsin's Fur
Shoppe. On47th Sueetand 131h
Avenue was a dairy where you
bought fresh butter, cheese and
he also candled the eggs Lo make

sure they were fresh.

We had three movie thearers,
the Elton on New Utgecht Av-
enue where onc saw silent
movies, the larger thealers were
the Lowes on 46th Sireet and

RK COMMUNITY NEWS

Lowes Boro Park.

There is so much more that
can write, but it may be 100 long
print.

Lila Lichtenfeld

We thank Lila Lichtenfeld for
her interesting contribution to
the history of Boro Park,

DOES ANYONE
REMEMBER
CHAIM ROBINSON?

We received several calls

from a young lady in Cpeny
Hill, New Jersey who is inter-
ested m finding information
about her great grandfather,
Chaim Robinson. The young
1ady.Flora Robinson, a teenager.
is doing rescarch about her
family history. She says she
belicved that Chaim Rohinson
was one of the founders ard
served as a principal of Yeshiva
Ewz Chaim in Boro Park, which
was on 13th Avenue and 50th
Speet. where Solomon Plaza is
now located..

Mr. Robinson came o'
America in 1888 and scitled in
East New York. In 1916 he
helped stan the Yeshiva Ez
Chaim. He died in 1923,

If anyone remembers the
person or the name or has any
other information about the man,
his great granddaughier would
grealy appreciate hearing about
jL Plcase send information 1o
this column or the B.P.H.S. and
we will forward it 10 Flora
Robinson.

SUBMIT YOUR BORO
PARK MEMORIES

Letus hear from you. We are
interested in your comments,
family hisiories and personal
memories of this community.
Old photos of stores, houses and
people in the community would
be greaily appreciated.

You can help preserve and
publicize the history of this
community by joining the Boro
Park Historical Society. Dues
are only $5.00 per year. Send i
B.P.H.S. 4211 - 13th Avenue,
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219.
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HIGHLIGHTS

By Dr. Philip J. Kipust '

As we continue with this
column and the work of the Boro
Park Historical Society
(BP.H.S.) we find that the re-
search and many of the articles
have become more thorough:
have gaincd in depth and pro-
fundity. The rwo articles which

thorough and painstakiog re-
segrch.

Toe frst article is a smdy of
apartment houses in Baro Park.
We thank Mr, B. M. Selevan,
Research Chairman of the

.BP.HS, for this imeresting
contribution. The secoand article
is a smudy of the Blythebourne
Post Office. We thank Mrs.
Thelma Fox, Membership
Chairman of the BP.H.S, forthe
interesting contribution.

APARTMENT HOUSES
OF BOROUGH PARK

by B.M. Selevan

A significant place among the
housing stock of Borough Park
al present is occcupied by apart-
ment houses where residents of
the area reside. This was not
always the case, though. The
siory of apartment houses in
Borough Park is an jnteresting
one whichT'll endeavar to discuss
in the following article.

In the early days of this
community there were pone.
Early housing in this area did
notinclude apartment buildings.
Zoning, deed restrictions, and
the idea of 2 quiet neighborhood
away from the cyowded center
¢ity did not allow for such
houses. Additonally, I believe
that the technology and tech-
niques for building such modem
apartment houses as we know
today were in their infancy and
not fully developed in the carly
years of Borough Park.

Afer 2 while, though, things
started to change, Some restric.
tions disappeared and the
neighborhood became less re-
moie from and mare a part of the
busy city. Advances n trans-
poriation, particularly the
opening of the West End elevated
section through the greain 1916,
made the neighbarhood hame of
many commutess. The quantity
and the stage was s for the
advent of many large multipie
dwelling sruchates.

Some small apargment build-
ingsmay have been buih as early
as 1910 or 50, but these were
likely small, simple, non-el.
evawr buildings. Most of the
larger (six stories scems O be
the standard size), more luxuri-
ous elevator buildings seem (o
have been built in the 1920's and
193%)'s. The Great Depression
did stop or curtail construction it
seems, but after iteased off some
other buildings were built price
1o Waorid War II. Toe most re-

cently built large apartment
house in the acighborhood, to
my kmowledge, isthe "Georgian”
building of 1502-52nd Street,
built ¢irca 1952 by the Lefrak
Organization. The 1370-51st
Swueet building is also of recent
vintage, I believe. The Colony
House (1455-49 S1) according
to resident Thelma Fox was built
armpund the beginning of World
War two, after (along with) the

building across the stresz from it .
housing the Sherman-Abrams’

dental lab, by the Sherman-
Abrams family.

Many of these buildings were
built predominantly along cer-
1ain specific avenues ar strests;
majorexamplesbeing 12th, 14th,
and 15th avenues and 48th and
52nd streets. Many ssem to have
been built on the sites of former
‘mansions’, luxurious residences
with large grounds which started
disappearing & the neighbor-
hood and population of the area
changed.

BUILDING NAMES
Many of the buildings were

given names by their builders or
owners, names which often
evoked visions of luxury, gran-
deur, and comfortable living.
Many of the names ended with
words such as COURT, ARMS,
GARDENS, CIRCLE, and
PLAZA.

Some building's names were
derived from their geography.
Examples of this type are (Bor-
ough) PARK GARDENS (4815-
23 15th Ave.), PARK PLAZA
(4901-14th Ave), TEMPLE
ARMS (4812-14th Ave. near
Temple Emanuel), WEST END
(trains) ARMS (1600-551h St.)
SUNSET COURT (5001-10th
Ave.) HIGHLAND CIRCLE
{(880-47th St.), and THE
MONTAUCK (4217 16th Ave.,
on the site of the former
Montauck theatre and across the
ave from Montauk J. H.5.). Other
names had their' source seem-
ingly in a name of the builder,
owner or their loved ones. Ex-
amples of this type would be
ALBERT ARMS (91447thst.),
DANIEL ARMS (902-47th st.),
MAYER COURT (1574.56th
st.), MINGERT ARMS (1472.
43rad st), MINGERT COURT
(1454-43).

Yet others derived derived
their names from tamousfigures
of the day, ¢.g. PERSHING
ARMS (5801-13th Ave.) and
perhaps the DELANCO (5023
15th Ave.), after Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, former NYS Gover-
nor & President)

Continued on Page 8
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Other names adverused their
Suildings, CHES THE

SUPERBULLT (974-47), THE
ULTRABUILT (968-47) and
BOROUGH PARK DE LUX.
APTS {1254-42nd st.).

The 1emaining names seem
I be just nice, majestic,
arsitocrattc sounding names,
suchas THECHESHIRE (4716-
14), THE BERKSHIRE (926
47), MAYFAIR (5421-15),
AMBASSADOR (4910.15),
THE PLYMOUTH (1450-48),
THE WINDSOR (1335-50).
THECOLONY HOUSE (1455-
49) and THE SUPERNAL
{4706- 10y Ave).

By he way, Lhe above isnpla
complete listing of all named
Borough Park apaniment hovses.

Most of the names were/are
581 in sLone above the enwance,
while some are affixed to glass
o1 set forth on a sign at the same
spoL

In keeping with their image
ofluzury andcomiortable Living,
some of the house s incorporated
cl_abora:e enrances, canopies
friezes and olher omamentation
on and in the buildings.

Doormen were on duly at the
enaance of the buildings (now
d.mppeamd)ensun'nglhmmings
were in order and proper deco-
num was keapt Signs affixed to
the extenor of buildings (some
sull extant and visible 10day)
carried messages such as LOI-
TERING, SITTING OR BABY
CARRIAGES NOT AL-
LOWED: NOSOLICITING and
ALL DELIVERIES
THROUGH BASEMENT,

THE SCENE IN 199!

Nowadays. most of these
buitding are sill sianding but a
lew have disappeared. Some
hove been converted 10 CO-OpS
and (o nsotutional use. Some
have been renovaled and 1¢-
named. such as “Borough Park
Village”™ on 52nd st belween
18th and 19th avenues. Some
sti! stand but have lost Ltheir
names and/or no loiernng. &ic..
signs. Rents have nsen dra-
matically, By way of illus-
wration of the last point il
mennon that a 1916 Paul W,
Connely Co. ad in my posses-
sion advertised "modern apLs
4&5 rooms and bath for $25 1©
$45 amonth™ and new building
medium priced apis were S18&
$20 per month for 6 rooms and
bath. A 1952 Brooklyn Eagle
cﬁppmglhavemponsmsuhci
10 4 and 172 room with 2 bath
apts are offered from $81 for
early SUMMET oCLUpancy in the
new Georgian'building at 1502-
52nd st by the Lefrak Organi-
zation. Now prices are a bit dif-
ferent

Each building has it's owd
history. I've mied 10 give the
sub]cclagcnemlov:rvicw.This
articlc is by no means a4 com-
plete study of the subject. Nev-
enheless, 1 hope i've made 2
worthwhile contribution o the
hisworiography of Borough Park
with it.

1 hope the reader has found
this 10 be of interest and 1 wel-
come any congibuitons of fur-
ther inforhation on the subject.

In conclusion, | would like to
\hank Myr. Dario Marotla for his
assistance with this anicle and
subject.
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THE BLYTHEBOURNE
POST OFFICE

Dear Dr., Kipust.

The ~“Video™ presentation,
which was shown atuhe lastopen
mesting of the Boro Park His.
torical Society, held at the
Greater New York Savings
Bank's meetng room, onjune 3,

1991, focused on various stores
on 13th Avenue from 52nd Sgeet
10 60th Sureet, the outer imits of
Boru Park.

‘The reason these places were
chosen, was because they have
some historical significance
perwining 10 the founding and
growth of our community. The
~Video" also showed previous
locations of some important
Boro Park establishments

The Jastportion of the "Video™
showed me standing in front of
“Inger Fumniaure™ a1 5608-13th
Avenue. Because | feel thatmy
siory about that location, has
historical significance. ! have
put it into writing, so that i1 will
appear in the " Remember Boro
Park” column where people can
read about it

The Blytheboumne Post Of-
fice, now located at 1200 - 5st
Street, on the site of the former
Boro Park Theaier. was previ-
ously situaied a1 5608-13th Av-
enue. 1t was first established on
June §, 1888 about a year after
(he founding of this community.
At that Lime, it was located ina
two-story. flat roofed building,
which was simated at 13th Av-
enue and 55th Soeet, where
Citibank now stands.

Although mast of the present
streets were mapped in 1he
1870's. many of them did not

exist in reality. Therefore, the
Post Office had its enrance on
what was then called
Cowenhaven Lane.
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There wasa Hall (ofiencalled
Sedgewick Hall) asbove the Post
Offxce, which was used for so-
cials, churchb services and lnirrn
school, The namber of the Post
Office’s first telephone, cstab-
lished in 1912, was Boro Park
309%8.

I think ! should digress for a
MOmen! 30d WEDHoN thal there
was & West Brooklyn Post Of-
fice, at 4319 New Uoecht Av-
eroe, i the 1890's A unique
service was Trolley Mail Ser-
from the Ceazral Post Office, o
& oumber of local Post Offices
in¢lpding Blythebourne. This

' wok place in 1894, by public
wolley cars,

Gening back o the Post Of-
fice which was located at 13th
Avenue and 55th Street, the first
Syuperintendant that 1 have on
record, was a Mr. Albert E.
Stewart, who served from 19200
to 1903.

In 1913, the growing
corpmuntiy neoded a larger Post
OFfice. The original building
was demolished and another
built in its place which is now
the 2 story dbrick Citibank
Building.

It was designed by architects,
Frank Quimby and William
Stout, snd built 8t & cost of
$16,000,. by the William
Kennedy Consmuction Com-
pany, for the Sedgwick estate
the owners of both the original
and present buildings. It was
leased to the Post OF fice fora 10
year period.

‘This Post Office was known
as “Staton K™ for a ime, The
ieiephont number became
Blytheboume 3098, but since
amomatic dialing had not yer
come into use, the change from

the Boro Park number to the
Blythebourne pumber didnt
have much meaning.

= November 22, 1991+ Boro Park'Commanity News

- The second ‘foor-of thc
building now contained offices
and was no Jonger nused as a
"Hall”, By 1923, at the cxpira-
tion of the 10 year lease, the Post
Office lcased a new building,
which was built for them, at 5608
- 13th Avenue, the building that
now bouses "Inger Fumiture™.
The location of the building is
casily recognizable by the beige
color of its bricks,

While inability to agree on a
rentwed lease was one 1Tason
forthe move, another reason was
that the new building was ac-
cessible 1o "Post Office Ve-
hicles” from an alleywsy, onone
of the side sirects.

There were at least 5 super-
intendents in the period be-
ween1924 and 1933. The phone
number was changed to Berk-
shire 7095,

By 1977, changing require-
ments, such 88 more auomation-
and more mail delivery trucks,
diciated another move, - thislime
10 1200-51st Sireet. Former
buildings were leased, but the
present one is owned by the Post
Office. It opened in 1977, at the
time Jimmy Carter was presi-
dent. There isaloading plaform
in the back with ample room for
the mail trucks (o park.

At the present time, Mr. De
Virgilic is the Superintenden,
Mr, Zaffuto is the manager and
Mr. Worsdale is the supervisor.
The telephone number now is
436-6706, in case you wanlt to

contact the Post Office. This post
office stll maintains the name
of Blythbourne which was the
original name of this part of the
COmMMmunity.

Special thanks to Darig
Marolta for sapplying some of
the historical data used in this
article.

Sincerely,  Thelma Fox

THANK YOU CON EDISON
The officers and members of
the Bord Park Hisiorical Society
(B_P.H.S.) woul like toexpress
their gratinude to the Con Edison
company for their receot
commmunity grant. The money
isbeing used for the mainienance
and expansion of the Phowo Ar-
chivesof the B.P.HS. Additional
photos have been purchased and
will be displayed at the annual
photo exhibil in the Boro Park
Public Library during the month
of May.

YOU CAN HELP

Please participate in the
rroject of researching, prescrv-
ing, and publicizing the history
of thiscommanity. Youcan hetp
by submitting your own fanily
history information and memo-
ries. Photos and documents are
also very wekcome.

You can also help by joiring
the B.P.H.S., only $5 a year fox
individuals {$3 for retired or
stdents), and $10 for organiza-
tionsorb eslablish

You can also help by volun-
teenng o do some work for the
B.P.H.5. Write or call B.P.H.5.
4211-13th Ave, 11219.Tel. 436~
7729 or 854-1033,
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HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS
By Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Dear Dr. KipustL

In the last issue you asked
w' at faclors changed Boro Park
1o become such a vibrant and
dynamic orthodox community.
Raving lived in Boro Park for
over 60 years | would alribute
this vasi change mostly 10 the
Bobover chasidim having set
anchor here and making Boro
Park their home.

The influx of the various other
chassidic groups to Boro Park
came afier the die was cast.

And what a change took
place- yeshivas, girls’ schools,
mikvaos, eic. were established
everywhere in Boro Park.

The Bobover have even
reached oul 0 serve the gengral
communily needs such as career
development for youths, 3 pro-
gram which trains girls and boys
0 be able 1o work in offices as

compuler pperators. They even
have a special program W irain
women 10 become paralegal as-
sistants. They work wgether
with Tours College on many
programs enabling one to get a
degree.

To talk about their Bikur
Cholim projects, ] must say they
do a fanuasuc job. They also
have an oumeach program for
the Russians. So il you were 10
ask me who put Boro Park onthe
map, the nod would ga to Bobov.

Sincerely, Shmuel Goldsiein
{Goldstein Prinars)

Dear Dr, Kipust:

Lila Lichienfeld's article in
your column of October 241h
requires a response. She most
definitely is not the oldest resi-
dent or the one who has lived in
Boro Park the longest, I was
bom in Boro Park long before
her parents moved here and [ am
stillaresident However, 1 doudbt
that 1 am the one who has lived

in Boro Park the longest- 1 know
1 am not the oldest.

1 remember the Horwilz
Corsel Shop- my mother was 3
good cuswomer- byt the one |
remember was on 13th Avenue

‘belween 46th and 47th Sureet
All the other details given about
the siore lead me 1o believe that it
must have besn maved from Fort
Hamihon Parkway o 13th Av-
enue.

lremember 131th Avenue when
ilwas resmicted 0 private homes-
southwest of 45th Streel, and
when there were no apartment
houses. | iemember Boro Park
whenmany sireets were unpaved,
when gas lamps pravided stresi
lighting, etc. But that's anather
story,

Sincerely yours, Adele
Weinstock

Dear Dr, Kipust,

Always enjoy reading your
columnsand newsin them, Guess
you've heard by now that our

dear Mother, Carmie Kufeld (RIP)
passed away on Octaber 12, The
write-up by Lucille Posner was
great, She put a lot of work into
iL and people enjoyed reading iL
It was done in time.

I'm, wriung because I read
something in the laiest issue- re:
a Ms. Robinsan, about whom his
great granddaughuer is daing re-
search "on Rools". Yes, the ye.
shiva had several founders-
they're all gone now,

As far asMr. Robinson having.
been a principal of that yeshiva-
my dad, Max Kufeld, sure was
the firstone there until 1962, The
name Robinson is compleiely
fareign 1o vs.

Good Luck,
Rita (Kufeld)
Michaelson

P.S. tn reference 1o Mrs,
Lichtenfeld's Jener- my mother
Carrie Kufeld (RTP) moved 10
Boro Park in 1915 and was in her
late 9Q's when she passed away
onOct 12.1 We, \he family, easily
recall the places and preaple
menuoned in Mrs. Lichtenfeld's

anicle.

Dear Dr. Kipust,

In reference ta the request for
information about Mr, Chaim
Robinson (RIP) | believe that
there may have bean some fesi-
denis by the name of Robinson
in Boro Park. [ remember
vaguely seeing thali name on
some large synagogue plague
and I recall a student by that
name perhaps 2 of . vears be-
hind mv in the Yeshiva Toras
Emes.

However, [ think that Flora
Robinson may be making a mis-
take, in the book,

Yeshiva University, by Gilbert
Klaperman, a Chaim Robinson
is mentioned. The index cites
five citations under his name. In
addition there are three citatons
in the book for a Moshe
Rabinbson, For funher infor-
mation alsa see the book Bermard

v - 3
Jewish Oghodoxy by Aaron
Rothkoff. Since Yeshiva Euz
Chaim and R.L.LE.T.S. were
forerunners of Yeshiva Univer-
sity, she might have canfused
Yeshiva Ez Chaim aof Manhat-
1an with that of Boro Park.

1 am also led o suspect
asmuch by seeing no mention of
Mr, Robinson in any early
newspaper clippings dealing
with Yeshiva Etz Chaim of Boro
Park.

A newspaper obituary
could provide valuable infor-
mation which might shed some
light on the maites. Perhaps 11

Convsinced on Page 6
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conlinved from page 1 3
be abic o obtain some more
information on the matter in the
fulure.

Yours truly
B M. Scicvan

We thank the above
wrnilers, Shmuel Goldsicin,
Adcle Weinsiock, Rila (Kufeid)
Michaelson and B.M. Sclevan
for their intcresung and impor-
ani conlribuuons.

The following imer-
vicw and articie was submiticd
by Lucillc Posncr an officer of
the Borg Park Historical Socicty.
We thank her and Charles
Sullusto for this intesesung ard
imporiani contribution.

CHARLY, SALLUSTO

1way \wo ycars old when my
family moved 1o Blythcboume
in}937, Atthattime, my family
consisted of my parents, Justine
and Anthony. and seven chil-
dren, including myself. Our
family eveniually grew (o in-
ciude eleven children, six boys
and Mive girls; 1 was the sixth
oldcest child,

We moved 1o Blytheboumne
from (h¢ neighborhood of
Grecnwich Village in Manhat-
1an — whe e v father, a manu-
facturing cher ,sl, nad his plant
—becavse my parents wanled 1o
Jive in Ihe subusbs, (Laler, in
1924, my father was one of the
fust chemists in the U.S. 10 de-
velop and market an anu-hyper-
tension drug).

Blythebourne, founded in
1886 by Electus B. Litchfield,
has leng since been absorbed
into th¢ adjacent, and larger,
Roro Park neighborhood. When
it was founded, Blylthebourme
extended from aboul 54th Strect
I about 60Lh Strect, and from
about ] 1th Avenue 1w aboul 14th
Avenue. The rest of the area was
farmland.

My fathcr bought a one-fam-
i)y, 15-room, wooden house,
5718 12th Avenuc. Our house
and large garden — where wc
grew flowers and vegewbles —
comprised five lots. [n additon
10 what we grew. my family,and
many Blylhcboume residents.
boughi fruit and vegelabies from
the Koehler Farm, Cowenhoven
Lane (now 56th Sucei}and 12th
Avenve. [ Lhink ] should explain
that Cowenhoven Lane ran at 3
slant through Blythebourne,
ending a1a Cowehnoven farm at
52nd Streetand Old New Utrecht
Road. This lane is no longer in
exislence, houses having been
built on iL

When § was a child, the entire
area was extremely countrified.
I remember 12ith Avenue and
581h Street when they were poiil
unpaved dirt roads. We children
wenl swimming in Wyman's
Pond, (now existing only in
memory) located on 63rd Sireet
between 11th and 12th Avenues.

When I was a child, our
neighborhood was predomi-
nantly Jewish and Italian, as itis
now. However, many of the
original residents — most of
whom were Prolestants — still
lived in Blythebourne. When the
entire neighborhood came Lo be
called Boro Park, sometime
around 1920, we stl] described
ourselves as Blythebourne resi-
dents.

Onecarly resident was James
Baker, M.D., 1238 56th Swreet,
whom I knew very well, since I
was friendly with twoof hissons.
His house (built of wood, as
were ail  the original
Blytheboume houses) was next
door o that of his father, a no-
tary public. Dr. Baker's house
and his garden had a frontage of
about 100 fect: in his front yard
was an extremely large fishpond
with live goldfish. Dr. Baker re-
mained in Blythebourne for
many years—until 1940 or [ater.
“The houses of Ds. Baker and his
ather have since been demol-
ished and several houses erected
i ils place.

The first grammar school 1
aucnded wasP.S. 105. Arcgular
school building had not yel been
built, sa the school held classes
in the so-called “chicken coop,”
comprised of five wooden bun-
galows, in 1925, classes were
wansferred to the newly-built
P.S. 105 schoai building at 1031
591h Stureet {where it stands to-
day). After the 6th grade, my
whole class was wansferred o
P.S. 103, 141th Avcnue, 53vd 0
54th Sirects (now occupicd by
Beih Rachel De Saumar girls’
school). The principal at P.S.
103 was Mr. Powers, an inshman
who had a red, bulbousnase and
ared face. Some of my leachers
at P.S. 103 were: Mrs. Meizger,
Miss Nelsenius, Miss Collins,
Miss O’Mahoney (a heavy-setl
woman who gave a 1ol of home-
work), and one of the two Poner
sisters.

When 1 was a child, most
wagc-carners shopped for [ood
on Saturday nights, probably
because Saturday was payday.
Almostall Baro Park stores were
located on New Utrechl Avenue,
since 13th Avenue was still
largely residendal.

The Boro Park Library was
located in 2 wooden house on
561h Street between New Uuecht
and 14th Avenues, right behind
Car) Strauss’ cady swre (now
occupied by SmithKlinc
Beecham Clinical Labs.).
Mr. Strauss, a World War [ vet-
eran, was afflicted with
Parkinson’s Disecase. Despite
that, he was a warm and gentle
persan, a friend to all, as was his
wile.
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Pop Warshofsky (the spell-
ing of his name may be wvong)
bad a shoe repair store on New
Utrecht Avenue between S55th
and 56th Suects. A wonder(u)
man! We kids used his siorcasa
hang-oul Many Lmes he took

vs 1o Essling’s Bakery on New
Utrxht Avenue between 56th
and S7ith Streels, where we all
had coffee and buns, Pop's reat.
Two bons and a cup ol coffee
cost 10 cenis! (When ! was a
boy. some bakeries had a few
wables and chairs where people
could have cake and coffee.) The
Esslings were German-Ameri-
cans; theirs was Lhe first bakery
in Blytheboume.

1 remember Borough Park
Hard ware, 14th Avenue belween
5%th and 601h Streets, owned by
Nathan Oguss”. This hardware
store was founded in 1900 by
Mr. H. M. Dickover and is the
oldes1 swre in Boro Park, still
doing business a1 its eriginal jo-
calion! ] went Lo grammar school
with Nathan Oguss’ sons,
Murray and Lennie.

1boughl paper-covered Frank
Menwell novels{price 15 cenis)
alL Pop Rosen's candy store, Jo-
calcd next door 10 the present
Cilibank, 55th Stree1 and New
Utrecht Avenue (American
Grocery, acombinalion grocery
and candy swore, occupies the
Store now),

These were several Genman-
American ic& cream parlors in
Boro Park. 1 particularly re-
membesr Winkler's on New
Utrecht Avenue. Winkler's sald
the best Charloute Russes in Boro
Park and made their own ice
cream and chocolate candy —1
particularly loved the laner!

Halloween was a fun lime,
especially for us boys. We en-
Jjoyed puuting Nouwr in old socks
and hiwing the girts withii. Boys
and girls wore Halloween masks
and went uick-or-lreating: in
those days children also went
rick-or-ueating on Thanksgiv-
ing.

In the 1940’s, after World
War II. the scon-to-be come-
dian Buddy Hackeit hung out in
Whiley's Bar, comer ol 491h
Streztand New Utrecht A venue.
Iremember Lhe first time Buddy
appeared an 1elevision, then in
its infancy. We all watched him
perform in the bar's TV: al the
conclusion ef the TV show,
Buddy said, “Hello 1o Lhe gang
al Whitey’s".

My future wife, Rose Grieco,
lived with her family diagonaily
acrogs the street from my house;
we were married in 1940 a1 St.
Frances de Chanial Church,
where my family has always
worshipped. My son, Sal, and
my daughier, Bemadctie, were
bom in Dociors Hospital, 15th
Avenve and 45th Sireet (no
longer in ¢xisience).

In September 1991 Rose and
I celebraled our Sist wedding
anniversary. In 1977 I soid the
family home (i1 has since been
demolished and another house
erected in ils place) and moved
10 a rented aparument in Boro
Park. Rose and 1 finally moved
culof the neighborhood in 1981.

Having literally fived through
the seven ages of man in Boro

Park, from babyhood through
young manhood to my matire
years. 1 iook back on many
pleasanimemories of Boro Park,
or -- as I shall always think of it
-- Blytheboume.
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JOIN THE B.B.H.S.

You can belp in the work of
rescarching, preserving and
printing the history of Baro Park
by joining the BPHS Annual

Mcmbership. Dues are only 35
($3 for retred), $10 for organi-
zauons and business establ:sh-
ments.,

You c¢an also help by sub-
mitting old phalos, documents,
or personal memories and fam-
ily histories.

Send dues or articles 1©

BPHS

1558 - 45th Sureet, Brooklyn,
NY 11219
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HISTORICAL
. HIGHLIGHTS
l:fe.ar Dr, Kipust:

A friend has w0ld me that one
of my former pupils, Charles
Sallusto, mentioned my name in
the January"] Remember Boro
hris" column. Unforunately, §
don’t remember any of my
formez pupils. After all, I retired
from m‘.-:hing 30 years ago -
memories of my pupils are dim
:l;lea all these years! 1 do, how-

f, renember that the ils
at P.S. 103 were mostly J?:vpiSh
and I}alian boys and girls and
wereinzlligentand industrious.

Fthink it was about 1930 when
I began teaching in P.S. 103,
14th Avenue and 53rd Streer. At
that time, classes went up to 6B.
Atfirst] mught the lower grades,
then later switched o the higher

grades . In the fall of 1941, P.S.
103 became a 6B school, and all
. classes above 6B were trans-
Lfcned to Monwauk Jr. High

School, 43rd Suect and 16th
Avenue. I transferred to Monauk
along with thesc classes and there
taught algebra and geometry for
many years. ldo remember many
ofthe teachersin P.S. 103. There
were the Iwo Porter sisters;
Marcella Collins; Catherine
O'Mahoney,aheavy-sct woman;
and Miss Mahoney, a heavy-set
woman who gave a lot of
homework.

1 clearly remember the prin-
cipal, Mr, Powers. He was such
agentleman! Always polite and
kind, and a very good principal.
| remember Mrs. Oxley, the as-
sistant principal, a humorous,
heavy-set woman.

# - 1 will be 100 years old in
.. March 8, 1992. What changes 1
. have witnessed inmy 100 years:
. the invention of the automobile,

the airplane, adio and TV! 1am
- in good health, although alinke
onsieady on my feet. 1 live alone
in an apmment in Bay Ridge
and manage with the help of a
cleaning woman every other
wx.Myniece.wholivesinme
same building, cooks for me-
One of the things 1 enjoy are
evening concerts at & neighbor-
hood church. With this fetter I
wouldlike to greea all my former
pupils. 1 hope they are going
well and are happy-
Sincerely.
NELSENIUS

EDNA

Dear Mr. Kipust,

Enclosed please find & check
for “Senior” ducs for Boro Park
Historical Society for Mr. & Mrs.
Ben Pollack.

Also'lhavcsonthafmmm'on

about Boro Park. Cong. Sons ol
Judah once had a Talmud Torah
- the principals were Mr. Goldin
and then Mr. Kleinman, Atthe
cndol‘thescl'nolyw.mcschool
sponsored 2 public examinagon
of the graduating students. ltwas
held in the main SYnagoguc and
Ihe students were seated on the
center Bimah (platform). Omne
year, I believe it was in 1927,
Rabbi Meyer Joshua Peikes
(RIP), was the guest examines.
Rabbi Peikes, who served as
volunieer Rabbi in Cong.
Shomtei Emunah and Cong.
‘Anshe Sfard, aiso was the guest
speaker 81 the dedication cer-
emony of COng- Bnai Yehudah.
Previouswcomingt.oBomPark.
Rabbi Peikes served as Rabbiin
Kehilath Jeshurun Shul in
Manhatian,

Duringthe week Rabbi Peikes
earmed his Livelihood by manu-
facmiring gold jewelry (watches,
chains, bracclets etc.} He was
responsible for the stamping of

. numerous karals of gold the
jewelry contained, He personally
spoke before the Congress as a

. Slabodka graduate, pupil of
Rabbi Israel Salanter ZT L and
honored ordainee of Reb, Chaim
Brisker ZTL. He could not
tolerate the cheating that weat

| on in misrepresenting the goid

] content in the jewelry line. He

was very careful in all his busi-
ness affairs to conduct himself
with meticulous honesty.
The following littts anicle
appeared in the Bklyn Eagle of|
April 1, 1929 after the Tuneral
services for Rabbi M J, Peikes .
~Impressive memorial ser
vices for Rabbi M.J). Peikes were
held st the Congregation!
Shomrei Emunah, 14 ave. and
52 St yesterday afiemoon, at
' which representatives of many
Jewish organizations of Brook-
| $ynand Manhaulan wese present.

~The Rev. Dr.. Wolf Gold,
rabbi of the Synagogue, offici-
ated and delivered an eulogistic
address. Passages from the Tal-
mud were read in the original

Hebraic text and the decds of the

Iate rabbi extolled in an addrest

by theRev, Dr. Max Leisorowitz
assistant rabbi, followed by ¢
memorial song composed for the
occasion by the Rev. Moses

Diamond, Cantor.”

Sincerely, Anncue and Ber

Pollak

MQRDECHAL _(MAX)
LERNER

Max Lemer wasa friend and
schoolmate of mine at the then
Yeshiva Toras Emes on 12ave.,
near 44 St. (now Beer Shmuel).
On a visil 1o Boro Park from bis
home in Israel a few ycars 220 I
had the Opponiunity to interview
him.

His parents Rabbi Pinchos

Continued on Page (-] |

99



100

- February 7, 1992 » Boro Park Community News

I REMEMBER
BORO PARK

ctrviinumd from pmoe 2

Yosel and Rochel firstmoved to
B.P. in 1930 from Pitkin Ave.
they moved 10 B.P. because
Max's Uncle Eliezer Lermer, who
was then a teacher in Yeshiva
Ewz Chaim, convinced them 10
do so. Max's father worked as a
Schochet and Bodek (ritual
staughteres) for the New York
Buichers Kosher Division at
Armmour & Swift Meat Packing
¢o. The U.N. Is built on the site
where Armour & Swift Meat
Packing Co. was localed. His
fathet wasa member of the Board
of Directors of the "Sfardishe
Shule™, cong. Anshei sfard. He
always insisted that the Cantors
that the shule hired be sincerely
observant in their religious du-
ves.

"As a youth,” Max said, "1
remember we spoke in English
10 our friends and in Yiddish to
older people, this was automaric,
bul we grew up speaking in
English w0 our children.”

His first address in B.P, was
in the aparument building on the
comer of 13 ave. and 53 St. the
entrance was on 13 ave. then,
but in later yzars the entrance
area was [illed in with stores.
From there they moved to 1335
54 St. where his younger brother,
Chaim Moshe, was bormn. Their
next address was 45620 12 ave.,

‘whexe be lived when he was Bar
Mitzvahed. His parents had a
deal with (he ownet o Live inthe
house and pay no rent, but pay
for the house maintenance. In
those days the economy was still
weak, stillin the depression. The
iandlord wanled w0 keep the
bouse and was happy o find
someone that would pay for the
maintenance. From there the
family moved 10 46 St. between
12th and New Utrecht Aves.

Max attended Yeshiva Ewz
Chaim as a boy from the kin-
dergarten until grade 5B. He
remembers Rabbi Binimovitz, a
Rebbe in Etz Chaim, who wore
abeard and payos. He taught the
highest class in Talmud but
translated the Gemorah into
Hebrew.

Max was Bar Mizvahed in
Cong. Anshei Sfard in the upper
shule. The shule did not have an
official Rabbi then. Rabbi Pinsky
served as an unofficial Rabbi in
the downstairs shule. Afier the
services the family and invited
guests had dinner in the catering
hall on 45 Si. comer 16 ave.-
now a factory. At his Bar
Mitzvah in 1938 several
Chasidic Rebbes who lived in
Boro Park came and spoke at his
affair, He remembers the Trisker
Rebbe, the Squarer Rebbe
(Rabbi David Twersky's father)
and the Chearnobler Rebbe spoke
at his Bar Mitzva. Mordechai's
father was a descendant 9th
gentration, from the Baal Shem

NEW HOME

Tov. Rabbi Chaim Twersky,
Chapiain a1 Maimonides Medi-
cal Center, is a second ¢ousin.

Max remembers as a young
boy he was playing stiwck ballon
Friday afiemoon. In the heat of
the game his father called himin
to get ready for Shabbos and 10
g0 10 Shule. His halian friend
Tony who was playing with him
said he wanied 10 come along.
Max’s father jokingly told Tony
to ask his parents but his parents
didn’t let him go.

There was no Ume toconbnue
this interview as Max had lo
leave and was renrmning to Israe)
the ncat day. Perhaps ai some
funure time we can hear “the rest
of the story,” H

One fina) cormmeni that Max
made was, “here's a cornmunny
that could have gone down ihe
drain, but the cooperative com-
munal efforts helped rebuild and
revitalize the Boro Park Com-
munity.

T 1stoncal
Sociely
You can help continue the
work of researching. preserving
andrecording the history of Boro
Park. Sendin your own personal
memories and family history.
Send in photos and other docu-
ments and join the B.P.hH.S.
Annual dues *5 (33 for retired),
*10 for business or organizations,
Send to: BORO PARK HIS-
TORICAL SOCIETY 1276-
464h 11219,

The Boro Park Community
Council, and the Boro Park
Historical Snciety have moved
to 2 new location, one flight up
at 1276 46th St.comer ] 3th Ave.

We ne¢ed 10 put up shelving
and help son ovl papers, Please
caliJacque Friedman, Chairman
Boro Park Community Council,
854-1033 if you can volunteer.
1he Boro Park Community
Councilalsoneeds peoplciohelp

| move furniture and clothing and
1food, please volunteer any time
you have. We are continuing to

fight Saniaton tickets, call 854-
1033 for help.

The Boro Park Historical
Saciety urges you 1o give yous
old hiswrical documesnts, school !
journals, and other bits of his- !
rorical information o theny. We
are developing a Mini Museum. |
We also urge you 1o join Dues
are *5.00 yearly, for individuals.
but3.00 for Retirees, and *10.00
for business.

Please mai) 10 1276 46th Si.
2nd Fl1. Brooklyn, New York
11219.
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HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHTS

In this issuc we have Iwo
very inleresung arucles which
arc valuable contribuuons o the
hisiory of Boro Par. The firsl
anicle, Al.cn Square, was 1C-
searched and submiued by Mr.
B M. Selevan, sesearcher for the
Boro Park Historical Society. We
thank him [or this contribulion.

ALBEN SQUARE

During my years of resi-
dence in Borough Park 1 have
more than once passed by a
htde square or island that Jics
Just vndemcath and beside the
Font Humilion Park way staucn
on the "B" or Wesl End cl-
evated line, a1 the junciion of
46th S1., New Uutcht Avenue
and Ft. Hamilen Pkwy. The
fenced in plot of land there
centains a MNagpole, some
overgrown vegelatuon and not
muchelse. A sign identifies the

uny plot of land as "Alben
Square.” What 1s "Alben
Squarc” and what is iLs story?
Perhaps you have wondered
aboul Whis along with me.

Recently, while doing
some rescarch in the library
Came acress SOme Newspaper
siones 1n the 1934 Brooklyn
Eagle that shed some light on
the malter. Here's what { found
oul aboul Lthis obscure, Liny ne-
glected piece of real estale in
our midst.

Privaic Bud H. Alben was
believed 1o be the firs) Jewish
soldier {presumably of the U.S
Army) 1o diein World War One
(then referred 1o as the World
War))

On January 15, 1934 the
NYC BRoard ¢’ Aldermen
(equivalem to icday's cily
council) ercaled or designaled
this square as Alben Square in
memory of this fallen soldicr

and as a war memonial in gen-
eral. This was the first war me-

____morial in Borough Park as the

fust world war was Lhe first
large, major conflicl the USA
was involved in after Borough
pask was setled asacity neigh-

borhood. In the ead of March
continued on page 3
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1934, The Eagle, in its Home
Talk secrion, reporied thal a
$5.000drive was being planned
for amonument Lo be erecled in
memory of PvL Alben under
the auspices of the Memorial
Park Association of Borough
Park. The chairman of lhe
commitlee was  Morris
Marrison, a local politician,
once known as 'the mayor of
Barough Park’. The eommiltee
planned an evening at the
Mecnora Temple, S000 14th
Avenue with music and wp
name entertainmenton May 12,
1934 10 raise money for Lhe
memorial, The event was spon-
sored by the Veteransaf Farcign
Wars (VFW) Bud H. Alben
post, Barough Park Post of the
American Legion and the Jew-
ish War Velerans Baro Park
Post. Over 800 persans atiended
the e¢vent, among them local
politciang, tokick off thiscam-
paign. Presumably other fund
raising and planning took place
subsequendy, though I am not
aware of all dewails.

nity News

1n 1935 Alben Square was
dedicawed as a war memorial
wilh a flagpole, plaque and
ceremony {it can safely be as-
sumed) in the presence of local
citizens and veterans of the great
war (It was not yex refered 10 as
World War One, that designa-
tion came later.)

With the coming of World
War two, (which to some exteal
overshadowed and eclipsedthe
memory of WW1, as [ belicve
it continues to do 10 this da?)
and the passage of ume in

general, the memorxial declined *

in imponangce locally, received
' less atentionand ultimately fell
into the stateof neglectin which
it exists 1oday. Also, the aging

and passing away and reloca-
Lion of local World War 1 vet-
erans and veicrans in general
ieft the memaorial with a dimin-
ishing to disappearing group of
advocales. Now, probably very
few if any focal citizens know
the story of this square. [ think
it's a story that should be wold
and [ hope I have succeeded in
making people aware of the
background and history of
Alben Square, the fuslL war
memorial in Borough Park.
Perhaps if people know a bit
about this square they will treat
it with a bit of respect and not
allow it to be further neglected.

Submitted by, B.M.
Selevan
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HISTORICAL
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By DK. PHILIP
J. KIPUST

OLDEST EXISTING
BUSINESS

The next anicle, Leonard
Oguss, discusscs what is prob-
ably the oldestexisung business
in Boro Park. This inlerview
was conducicd and submiucd
by Lucille Posncr, Corre-
spoading Sccrewary of the Boro
Pask Historical Society. We
thank her for this contribution.

LEONARD OGUSS

1 was seven years old on
July 1, 1922, the day I moved 10
Boro Park with my parents,
Nathan and 1da, and my six-yeas
old kid brother Murray. My sis-
1er, Sally, was the only one of us
1o have the good sense to be bam
in Boro Park — in 1930, in the
Israe)l Zion Hospital (now
Maimonides).

1 remember the date we
moved 10 Boro Park so precisely
because thal was the day when
my fathct — who had owned a
hardware store in the Bronx,
where we lived — wok posses-
sion of Dickover's Hardware
Store, 5906 14th Avenue, which
he had recently boughe Mr. H.
M. Dickover, a German-
American {rom Pennsylvania,
had crecicd the building and es-
wablished the store in 1900; he

lived with bis family in the

apanmentabove thestore, When
the hardware store was first es-
wblished, Blytheboume (now
Boro Park) had beenin exisicnce
since 1886. Most of the arca,
however, was still farmland, and
farmers and Blytheboume resi-
dents were Mr, Dickover's cus-
\omers.

There is & very large saw in
a back oom of Borough Park

. Hardware. Thistypeof large saw

was used by farmers to cut ice
from ponds in the winier, (My
family was told that at least two

ponds had been located in the
immediale vicinity: Webster's
continued on page 8
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Pond, 49th 10 481h Street, be-

| tween 9th and 101th Avenues,
and Wyman’s Pond, on 63rd
Strect between 11th and 12th
Avenues.) Afier blocks of ice
were cut {from ponds, farmers
stored the ice in wooden ice-
houscs, which were insulated
with sawdust. When summer
rolled around, the ce blocks were
removed and used in wooden
iceboxes o prevemt food from
spoiling. The invention of elec-
ric refrigerators was still in the
futlure.

In 1918 Mr. Dickover sold
his store 10 two brothers-in-law,
Mr, Cohen and Mr, Crystal, who
sold it to my father in 1922. My
father changed Lhe swore’s name
10 Borough Park Hardwarc.
BoroughPark Hardware, in con-
tnuous operation at the same
Iocation for 92 years, is the old-
est hardware store in Boro Park
and, in fact, the oldest swore in
Boro Park. It also has the dis-
tincLion of being one of the old-
est businesses in Brooklyn.

‘When my family firstmoved
to BoroPark, in theearly 1920°s,
many apartment houses and one-
and two-family honses were go-
ing up throughoul the nejghbor-
hood. We, however, 100k up
residence in the six room aparl-
mentaboveour store. One of my
carliest memories — an exciting
ane to a small boy — is of horses
pulling fire engines from ncarby
Engine Company #247, 1336
60th Sweel. This building was
crecied in 1898 and is still in use
as a firehouse.

My brother and 1 attended
P.S. 103, 141h Avenue, 53rd 10
541h Strest. (The building is now
occupied by the Beth Rachel De
Satmar girls' school.) After-
noons, after my public school
¢lasses, 1 studicd Hebrew at the
Hebrew Academy, which was
under the auspices of Congrega-
tion Shomrei Emunah. The He-
brew Academy was located on
501h Strect, beiween 13th and
141h Avenues (now the home of
the Beer Shmuel Yeshiva). In
1928 1 had my bar miwzvah ai
Anshe Sfard Synagogue, comer
of 141h Avenue and 451h Street.
Later, my father became a mem-
berofCongregation B 'nai Judah,
161th Avenue and 53rd Strect,
My close friends were Max
Richier, who lived ina one-fam-
ily house on 59th Sireet between
141h and 15th Avenues; Bernard
Wattenberg, who gave his life
for his country in World War I1;
and Hamry Seelig, who lived on
56th Sireer between New
‘Utrecht and 14th Avenucs. |
remember the Kramer family —
my sistcr, Sally, married a son,
Emanuoel. A classmate in P,S. 10
whom T remember with great
fondness was Ruih Goldberg. a
very prely gir) with light bzown
hiir. Frank Cotlone, another

fricnd, lived near Max Richter.
His father owned a butcher store
on 571h Street and New Urrecht
Avenue. Max Straus wasanother
fricnd; his father owned a candy
store on 571th Strect and New
Urrecht Avenue,

1 remember Sam Horowitz'
hardware store, 5320 New
Utrecht Avenue (no longer in
existence). There was 2 James
Buller siore on S8th Strecl and
New Utrecht Avenuce, one of 2
chain of small Brooklyn grocery
stores. Allofthe salesclerks weir2
Irish, of whom it was said that
thcy “came right off the boat.”
There was a bakery, owned by
Mr. Buttacavoli, onthe comergf
581h Street and New Uwrecht
Avenue, near the James Buder
grocery Slore.
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Borough Park Hardware
originally had iwoenlrances, one
on New Utrecht Avenue and one
on 14th Avenuc; now only the
14th Avenue envance s uscd.
Enlrances on wo avenues are
possible since New Urecht and
141h Avenues interscct at 60th
Sueet The distance between the
twe avenues at that point nas-
rows 1o only a few yards. In
addition o Borough Park Hard-
ware, other swres on the block
between 59th and 60th Strects
had entrances on both New
Utrecht and 14th Avenues. Next
doot 1o our store was a tinsmith
shop owned by Mr. Scebeck,
who may have been related 10
Mr. Dickover. (This store has
since been incorporaled inlo
Borough Park Hardware.) Next
wasacandy storc ownedby Moc,
now occupited by Ace Siore
Fronis, The next store ts pres-
ently alaundromal that sull uses
sisentrances on both New Ubechi
and 141h Avenuces. Next is ap
unoccupicd swore (now only the
apanmentaboveis occupied)thal
now uses only its 14th Avenuc
calrance and. Yast, on the comcer
of 6OLh Streer, was a gas station
owned by Tom Carbonaro. It is
now National Aviomolive Re-
pair — they use only their New
Uwrecht Avenue entrance.

Other stores that | remem-
ber are Winkler's candy siore.
New Uwuecht Avenue berween
57ib and 581h Suecis. Mr,
Winkler, a German-American,
madcbisowndelicious ice cream
and chocolale candy. He later
sold the store Lo his brother-in-
law, 1 remember the Chifari
family, who lived across the
street from us, and owned an
halian bakery on New Uuechi
Avenuc, | wenl o school with
one of the sons, Carmello.

Dr. Brody was our family
doctor; his office was on 55th
Steect between New Utrechl and
14th Avenues, Qur family den-
tist was Dr. Driver, whaose office
was in a woaden house on the
comner of $71h Strect and 141h

Avenue {(demolished). Dr.
Driver, onc of the original
Blythcboume residents, was an
older man by thal time. Aficr-

wards, our family denust was
Dr. Phillips, who lived across
the street from Dr. Brody.

In the Jaw 1920s or carly
1930's. when Borough Park
Hardware was doing well fhnan-
cially, my family moved to a
nicer aparument at 5682 t4th
Avenuc. A fow ycars lawer, my
family movedagain, o 1661 5dth
Surecl, a stucco house wilh ga-

On Sunday aficrmoon, De-
ccmber 7, 1941, 1 married
“Thelma Kline, in the house of a
Boro Park rabbi, whose narne |
no longer remember. We then
had a smali reception in My pai-
enis’ apaniment. The news that
the Japancse had just bombed
Pearl Harbor came over the ra-
dio during our wedding recep-
tion and was heard only by my
brother, Mimay. Heimmediately
1urned off the radio so that the
bad news wouldn’t spoil the re-
ception. In fact, Thelma and 1
only heard about Peasl Harbor
when we arrived al the hotcl in
Manhatlan where wc spenl our
wedding night. | scrved in the
U.S. Army Signal Comps in Eb-
rope dwring World War 11 and
was honorably discharged in
1945, 1can tremember the exact
year when Murray and | took
overthe managemem of Borough
Park Hardware from our father.
My wife and I hved in Flatbush
forashorttimgandthen,in 1947,
maved back 1o Boro Park, 10
1452 57th Sueel, a two-family
stucco house. Our tandlord was
Frank Lopresti. In 1950 we
moved 10 an apartment a1 1659
54th Stseet, below my parenls’
apartment at 1661 54th Street.
Most of the privawe, two-family
houses on the odd-numbercdside
of 54th Street between 16th and
171th Avenues were built by the
same builder. They all bave
scpamlccnumccaddress‘cs.wilh
aparimenis locaied anc above
the other.
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Thelma and 1 bave_wwo _
davghtcrs, Marilyn and Joan,
whoattended P.S. 180, 5601 16th
Avenue. Around 1963, Marilyn
was marnedin Temple Emanuel.
49ih Sucet and 141h Avenoe, a
Conservative synagogue. | can
never forger the date of my own
wedding — Dccember 7, 1941
— the day Pearl Harbor was
bombed! Now, 50 years afier
Thelma and | were mamed, we
have many happy dividends: nine
grandchildren (eight of whom
are Marilyn’s) and three great-
grandchildren,

Iretired from Borough Park
Hardware in 1977 and my
brother, Murray, retired about
11 years lawer. Mumay's son,
David Oguss. now manages
Borough Park Hardware. He
conunucs the store's fong radi-
tion of stocking hard-1o-find
tools for the coniraclor and
homcowner, combined with
courteous, 1ast service.

Thebmaand 1 bive inarctire-
ment community in New Jersey

and kecp busy by waking courscs
at a local community college. |
do volunicer work with the U.S.
Smal) Business Adminiswration,
advising peoplchow 1o start thew
own business or how to success-
fully manage their exisling
business — a subject that L know
much about!

1 havec only pleasam
memories of my many happy
years in Boro Park: of a pcaccful
neighborhood, of warm, con-
cerned nesghbers, and =f my
~lose fricnds.

JOIN THE B.B.H §.

You can help in the work of
researching. preserving and
printing the hiswory of Boro Park
by jining the BPHS Annual
Membership. Ducs are onty 85
(83 for revred), S10 for organi-
zations and business establish-
ments.

You can also help by sub-
mitung old pholos. documents,
or personal memories and {am-
ily hisiones.

Send ducs or anicles w0

BPHS

1558 - 45th Sureet, Brooklyn,
NY 11219
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SVAAAAAASSAANY .
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

By DR. PHILIP }. KIPUST

We meti Boro Parkers at vari-
ous functions and celebrations
and sometimes atlemp 1o inter-
view them in order (0 wap their
memories aboutl B.P. history.
Often the consirainis of ume do
not allow for a full in depth dis-
cussion and the information ob-
wined is very limiled, Below we
will attempt to share with you
several of these brief interviews.
They may also be considered
contributions to an vnderstand-
ing of the history of this com-
munity and reveal snme of the
Jaiterns of living and scbhooling
prevalent in Boro Park during
differeni periods of time.

SEYMOUR PEARLSTEIN

Seymonr Pearlstein first
moved to Boro Park in 1930 and
first lived at 4921-13th Avenne
above a store. Be was a young

boy when be and his family
moved here from Washingon
Heights in Manbatian. The
family came here a1 the request
of his uncle Frank (Francis A.)}
Berman, who was a resident of
BP. at the time.

As was very common in those
days, Seymour attended public
school in the morming and
Machzikei Talmud Torah in the
afternoons for his Hebrew edu-
cation. He antended P.S.103,
P.S5.131,P.5.164, and Montaulk
JLH.S. He then continued a1
Brooklyn Tech H.S., City Col-
lege and B’klyn Polytech Inst
and gradasied a3 a chemist He
mtended sexvicesregularly atthe
Young Israel of Baro Park.

Seymour was a first cousin to
Moshe Pearlstein (OBM), a
young Boro Park resident who
wen o help Istael in 1948 in the

—War of Independence where he

lost his life. He went 10 help the
' Religious Kibbutz near Jensa-
: lem which was overrun by the:
Arabs. He was probably the first,
maybe the only, Boro Park boy
killed in that war. The B.P.
community was saddened by his
death and several memorials
_ Contdoued an Pege 6 |
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By: Dr. Philip J. Kipust
Contewed fram Page 2
were eswablished in his honor.
Seymour indicated that he
lived in a pumber of residences
in BP. In those years peoplei
moved frequently. In 1931 he|
moved 10 1217-45 Si. He was!
married in 1953 10 Shirley.
Weissman, who lived on Ocean
Parkway, and they moved to
Flaibush. His wife is a Tite i,
Reading teacher and he works in
a {amily basiness which manu-
factures bakery specialty ingre-
dients.

AVYROM GLUCKOWSKY
As a young boy of eight,
Avrohom Yaakov Gluckowsky .
came 10 Boro Park in December .
1937 in osder 10 oblain a Hebrow
education in Yeshivah Toras
Emes. His parents and family
remained in Elizabeth, New
Jerscy where his father was
employed as a Hebrew teacher.
_Whenhecamew B P.helived
with the Chemobler Rebbetzen
(OBM)at 1578-48th SL He slept
there and made his own breake
fasts. He ate dinners each evening
atthe home of Moshe Waldman's .
parents and his Shabbos meals at |
the home of his grandparents,’
the saintly Rabbiand Mrs. Yosef
Yitzchok Pames (OBM). !
The Chamobler Rebbetzin was |
the Chemobler Rebbe’s (OBM)-
fathex's soccond wife, the Rebbe's
father was deceased in the carly
1930's. The Chemnobler Rabbi,,
Rabbi Yaakov Yisroel Twersky
{OBM) lived and had his shul at’
1520-491h untii he passed awsay .
in 1983.
" Rabbi Chaim Mordechai’
Gluckowsky, Avrobom,
Yaakov's faiher, and his family
moved 10 BP. from Elizabeth
New Jersey in 1937, They first
livedat 1577-48th St.then moved
to 4210-15th Ave. Rabbi:
Gluckowsky had his own Tal-,
mud Torsh on 44th St. between |
14th and 15th Ave. Later he had
his shul and Talmnd Torah st the
comer of 40th St. and 15t Ave.
and latermoved 0 1377-40th S1
He was deceased in Jan. 1963
and bis wife Nechama Leah
(OBM) was deceased on Chol
Hamoed Pesach in 1955. |
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BOB COOPER
Bob Cooper moved 10 B.P. in

1972, about 20 years ago. He
came from Brownsville because
the neighborhood had become
unsafe. He said he was mugged.
onc day near his home and the
next day the mugger tried to seil
him his own belongings that he
had robbed. He was fearful for-
the safety of his mother, with
whom he [ived, and so the two of &
themn moved w0 1805-4%h St

Bob works as a consul@ant in
the Information Sciences and
wriws a column "Off the Refer-
ence Shelves” for the Baro Park
Community News.

He auends services at Rabbi|
Felder's Shul, across the street.
from his home on 18th Ave and
camer of 49th St and enpys|
anending the lecnaesat the Cong.
Anshei Sfard on 45th Su and
14th Ave. on Saturday evenings.

Bob voiced his concemn at
some of the conditions in BP,
He was unhappy at the tcaring
down of the beautifl stately
mansions in B P, and replacing -
them with wihat iw called the
brick cheess boxes. He said it
someuimes makes him want 1w
sit down and weep,

He said the community is get-
ting o0 crowded thae are too
many cars and busses whose
emissions adversely affect the
air and environment, Some of
the privaie busses arenotin good
condition and help contaminate
the air. All these factors he can-
toned may be steps that could
turn B P. into another slum area.

He made some suggestions for
improving the quality of B.P,
Perhaps the community can ob-
tain the air rights over the Long
Island R.R. tracks and build a
series of parks and bus terminals
w improve the quality of the air
and reduce the number of cars.
He also suggesied the BP, ex-
periment with the use of electric
powered busses 1o improve the
quality and preserve health.

He also suggested that new
houses should have fire escapes.
New types arc available which
are not expensive and do not
take up as much space and could
prevent catastrophe,

He pointed out that B.P, has a
wide mixture of culnores which
are interesting and help give B.P,
an intemational flavor. He sug-
gested some kind of international
cultural facility which could be
experimental and useful,
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Historical Highlights

By DR, PHILIP J. KIPUST

LABOR LYCEUM

({The following article on the
Labor Lyceum was researched
and prepared by Lucille Posner,
and officer of the Boro Park His-
torical Society, We thank her for
her interesting and important
contribution.)

LABOR LYCEUM

A commitice of Boro Park
‘Workmen s Circle members was
organized in 1924 forthe purpose
of erecting the Labor Lyceum.
The building, 1377 42nd Street,
wasereciedin 1925 by the Brody
Construction Compally: Mr. M.
Brody was a memberof the Boro
Park Branch of the Workmen's
Circle. The esieemed Mr. Brody
raised most of the money 1o build
the Labor Lyccum and became
ils first President. The Labor
Ly was in c¢ S Op-
eration untl 1966, when it was
sold w a girls’ Yeshiva.

‘The Workmen's Circle ideol-
ogy. in part, was that the Jewish
people could survive without
religion; the bonds of Jewish
culmre, a shared history, and the
Yiddish language would suffice,
However, individual members
of the Workmen’s Circle were
religious. 3

The two Boro Park branches
of the Workmen's Circle —
Branch 315, the men's branch,
and Branch 315B, the women's
branch — raised money to erect
the building and the National
Office gave and held the mort-
gage,

Lectures, conceris, and Yid-
dish theater performances were
held in the large anditoriom on
the ground floor. A balcony

overiooked the auditoriwsn and .

the manager*soflice waslocated
next to the balcony. There was a
large hal) with an adjaceat
Xitchen in the basement, used by
the Workmen's Circle for fund-
- raising evenis, Both the audito-

rium and the basement hall were
renied out for weddings: the
marriage ceremony was held in

the anditorium and the hall was
used for the rcception. The
Continued on Puge 3
Continued from Page 2
wedding partics hired their own
caterers, who used the kitchen.
‘Fhesental charge was reasonable
and many Polish, Italian, and
Jewish weddings were held in
the Labor Lycewn.
After-school classes for chil-
dren on speaking, reading, and
writing Yiddish were held in the
five ar six meeting rooms on the
third floor. There were 8 to 10
boys and girls in each of four
consecutive afier-school classcs,
eachclass lasting one hour. Later,
the Yiddish classes were held in
the back part of the basement
hall, which could be closed ofl
by a sliding partition, The
meeting rooms were sometimes
renied out t0 Other organizations,
such as the Jewish Socialist
Verband (Union) and the Con-
sumers League. ~
The frst manager of the Labor
Lyceurn was Isadore Abd. Be-
ginning in 1925, Abraham

President of the Labor Lyceum
until 1966, when it was sold10a
girls’ yeshiva. Morris Weiss and
Morris Noskowilz were also
active in the Labor Lyceam; at
one ume, Morris Weiss was
manager, Abraham Zumolls
wife, Siclla, was the Secreary of
Branch 315B of the Workmen's
Circle. W

When the Labor Lyceum was
sold in 1966, the Workmen's
Circle bought a store on the
corner of 40th Street and 14th
Avenue, which became the Boro
Park Educational Center, an
abridged version of the Labor
Lyceum. (As with the Labor
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Lyceum, the Workmen's Circle
held the mongage on the Edu-
cational Center.) There was a
small hall on the ground floor of
the Eduocational Center, which
was used for Workmen's Circle
meelings and cvcnts. Morris
Noskowilz was active in the
Educational Center, Abraham

Zumoff was Director and Secre-
tary-Treasurer, and Morris Weiss
was Manager.

The Educational Center was
soldabout 1985 to the nexi-door
facwory owner, wriling finis to
the over 60 - year history of the
Workmen's Circle in Boro Park.

DEAR DR. KIPUST,

The following are additional
business and professional of fices
that existed in Boro Park in the
mid 1930’s. Thank you for pub-
lishing my previous articles,

: Samuel Dycn
Dx. Joseph Benson
1358 - 43 Street
Dr. B1. GolMstein
Surgeon Dentist
ETTROPR.” 1) 3 T8 77 O

Simon Piller
General Insurance
1426 - 54 St.
{WI6-1206)

Meyer Goldberg
Signs for all Purposes
Gold Lenering on Windows
4719 - New Utrecht Ave.
(W16-5875)

* Arnt Linens & Gifts
4203 - 13th Ave.
(AM2-0140)

Irving J. Weissman
Paints Vamishes - Chemicals
4213 - 121h Ave.
(W16-0360)
Landesman’s Delicatessen
and Restauran
Calering 0 Weddings

& Parties .
4514 - 131h Ave, ‘.
(WI18-9314)
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Monte Greenhut, Inc.
Gas Station - Auto Accessories
A 24 Hour Scrvice
49 St. & New Utrecht Ave.
Dr. M. Merriam
1270 - 49 S1,
I it’s for the sick - get it at the
13th Ave. Drug Co.

49 St & 13th Ave.
{Wi6-8377)
Glassmans - Wholesale -
Curtain Cleaning and Dyeing
Crelonnes, Blankeis& Drapes
5118 - 13th Ave.
Milton Rodner
Meat and Pouluy Market
1276 - 49 St.
(WI16-8136)

Impenal Drug Co.

S. Cohen, Pharmacist
5101 - 13 Ave,
{W18-9164)

Famous Restaurant
4818 - 13 Ave.
(W18-8732)

Dr1. L. Greenberg
4919 - 15 Ave,

Regal Kiddie Shops
4103 - 13 Ave.
Rosemar
Music and Book Shop
5103 New Umecht Ave.
(W16-3323)

Dr. M.P. Morris
1282 - 49 Su.

Boro Park's Newest & Leading
Haber Dasher - Deems Ltd,
4600 - 13 Ave.
{WI18-9145)

Linden Heights Center
M. Silverman, Caterer
French and American Service
Oth Ave & 45 St.
(Under supervision Vaad
Hakashruth)

Dr. 1. Levine
1219 -49 S¢

We thank Mr. Samuel Dyen
Jor his interesting contribution
about Boro Park inferesting
coniribuiion about Boro Park in
the 1930s}

Thefollowing are several briel
items that were relawed o this

tere sy, b

oolumhisl. - -

HARRY TRAINER

Harry Trainer, the well known
Boro Park pholographer with
studio located at 1366 - 55 S
relaed the following short slory
10 me. When he first became a
photographerin Boro Pask some
Chasidic Rebbes refused toallow
photos taken of them atl weddings
and other affairs for religious
reasons. Once Mr. Trainer was
successiul in obining a photo
of one such Chasidic Rebbe un-
der the Chupah {(Wedding
Canopy). After the coremony the
Rebbe came over w him, grabbed
his camnera and smashed iton the
Noor, Mr_ Trainer ook the Rebbe
10 a Din Torah (Rabbinical
Court), He won the decision
permitling him w take such
photos and requiring the Rebbe
to pay for the camera

Incidentally Hasty Trainer was
already a popular pholographer
in Boro Park when he phoio-
graphed this columnists wedding
in January 1951.

EBINGER BAKERY

Ebingex's Bakery was Jocated
at 4905 - 13 Ave. I was photo-
graphing the old bakery sign on
1o0p of the store front as the store
was about 10 be renovated in
1989. A man named Isracl
Jankowicz approached me and
said that he worked as a baker for
Ebingers (approximately) in
1964, when the Bakers Union
was on sirike. He said he also
worked for Stubmers Bakery
which was then located on
Bergen SL

Mr. Jankowicz who now lives
in Boro Park, said he lived in
Brownsviille at that Lime and
came to Boro Park when his
former community changed and
became unsafe.

ROOSEVELT

DEMOCRATIC CLUB

A reader, who wishes (o re-
main anonymous, indicated w
me that he believes that the
Roosevell Democratic Club in
Boro Park should be renamed
the Truman Democratic Club.

He said that Boro Park which
has Lhe largest Jewish community
should give proper recognition
to former President Harry
Truman who 0ok such a coura-
goous stand in 1948 in recog-
nizing the suate of Isracl and
helping the Jewish refugees, in
opposition 0 the advice of his
Suale Deparvment. A change in
namec migh{ also atract more
fricnds and workers for the local

~Demacraue Club. ...y eqeno-

‘The Boro Park Historical So-
cicty thanks Brooklyn Union Gas
Co. for a grant of $250 for the
purpose of maintaining our ar-
chives.

JOIN THE BORCG PARK

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

You can help research, pholo-
graph and preserve the history of
this commuanity. Send in your
own memarics, photographsand
documcnts and become & mem-
ber of the Boro Park Hislorical
Society 127646 St, Bklyn, NY

11219, Membership $5 a year
{$3 for retired) $10 for Business

or Organization.
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GOODBYE “PAPA"

Dcar Mr. Friedman,

On Sepiember 3, 1987, you printed an anticle titled f Remember
Boro Park” on my grandfather, Tony Prince - Prince Shoe Repair
Shop.

My grandfather, known 10 all as "Papa®, clipped this article and
hung it proudly on his wall in the shop. It wonld aiways give him
pleasure 10 discoss the article 1o all who inquired about it. And
belicve me, a ot of people were interested.

Papa was born in laly and came 10 the U.S. in 1923, His
inlentions were to work here for a while and then move back w ltaly,
bul he fell in love with America, and Boro Park, and never went
back. Yoo could never mect a more patriotic person than Papa. He
wught us 1o love and respect our country and 1o be proud that we
were Americans.

Papa died a few weeks ago on March 27, 1992, He leaves behind
his wife of 56 years, Gorizia, 4 children, 13 grandchildren and 3
great-grandchildren.

Up until his death he worked side by side with his son, and my
father John, repainng shoes. 1 remember working at the shop and
watching Papa, He took such grcat pride in his trade, no job was 100
big or too small, When it came to his customers he treated alf of them
special and 0 him, all of them were.

Everyone who knew Papa loved him, he was a gentle, warm and
sincere person who respected all people no matter what religion,
race or nationality. | never heard him say a bad thing about anyone,
no matter whai they did.

Papa touched ihe lives of many people, and all of us will miss him
in our own special way, For those of us who were blessed (10 know
him, know that he is in a very special place. It is a comfort 10 know
that as long as we hold Papa’s memory in our hearts, he will never
be far away.

For our friends in the community, the entire Prince family would
like 10 express our sincere gratitude 10 those who offered their
prayers and sympaithetic words during this difficult ime. Papa
would be honored 10 see that so many people in the community
respected him, as well as admired his work that he was so proud of.
[ now undersiand why he never wanied 10 leave Boro Park. We will
all miss him very much.

‘With warmest regards, Lisa Principe-Gallagher
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BOOK

REVIEW

by B.M. Scicvan

Early Views OI Borough Park
by Oscar Jsraclowitz, 89 pages
tex1and photos, Brooklyn, New
York 1992, Israclowitz Publish-
ing 34.95.5&3/8 by 7&3/8
inches.

Oscar lsraclowilz has taken
his old “Shopper’s Guide to
Borough Park™ of years pastand
cxpanded and revised i1, along
with changing the lide 10 focus
morce on the history of Borough
Park to produce this new small
volume. The new compendium
of photws from the Brooklyn
Public Library, maps, text and
adverlisements lists for the
highcr price of $4.95,

The photas, old and new, are
interesting, though one wonders,
for exampie, whal a photo of a
house on Ebmwood Avenuc is
doingina book on Borough Park.

The caplionsof the photosand
other parts of the
text, however, contain a sub-
stantial number of emrors and
incomrect facls, some of which
originate in various accounts that
the author evidently consulied,
others of which seem 1o origi-
nate with this author. In either
case, if the author would have
been more care ful and done more
rescarch they could have been
avaided.

In the interest of brevity, I will
cite only some of the inaccura-
cies in Lhis volume, as follows-

1) Electus B. Liichfield,
founder of Blythcboumne, was
the brother of Edwin C.
Lichfield of Prospect Park fame,
not his son.

_2) The famous, massive old

tree picuuwsed on page 31 was
known as the umbrella elm uee.
It was not an qak tree.

3) The Blythcbournc seitle-
ment, locaied on the old 38 acre
Lazalere farm, was not identical
10 and one and the samc as the
adjoining, much larger West
Brooklyn development (theland
of which was sold to he Borough
Park Company in 1898). Al-

though they didhave somethings
in common, such as corporate |
direciors involved in both com- |
panies, West Brooklyn, founded
1886, and Blythebourne,
founded 1887, were twa distinct |
corporate entitics. A look a1 the |
incorporation papers_ of both |
companics, annual reporis and
CONICMpPOorary newspaper ac-
counts will confirm thisand other |
facts. |
4) A number of pholos are
incomectly dawed (c.g. BOOK
REVIEW (continued) photos on ,
pages 9.13,15.21,71) of which
dates given in this booklet, differ |
from the actual dates given in |
Mr. Israclowitz’s carlier ac-
counis. Alco, the captiongn page
88 gives an incomreck Jocation
for the page 89 photo. The actual |
location of the sceneisin themia |
40"sas! recall, in terms of street |
location. The dale given for this
photo also seems to be 100 late
and inaccurate. These are some
of the mare gharing, though not
all the eavoxs in this publication.
Hopefully, the public a1 large
and historians and chironiclers of
local history will see these errors
for what they are, delete them
from any accounts and not dis-

seminate them further, lest they
come, over lime, 10 be accepled i
as fact insiead of fiction.

To sum it up, then this bookleg
has soroe interesting photo- |
graphs, but the text is riddled |
with inaccuracies. Helpfuily fu- 1
ture publications will correctand
unprove-opon this stall work.,
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights

By DR. PHILIP ). KIPUST

BORO PARK HIST
ORICAL SOCIETY
EIGHTH ANNUAL
MEETING
The Bovo Park Historical So-
cicly (BPHS) beld ils eighth
annual mecting for the general
public on June 1, 1992 & the
Grealer New York Savings Bank
on 13th Ave. Comner 53rd S1L
The following article describ-
ing and summarizing the con-
tents of the mecting was pre-
pared by Lucille Posney, an ofTi-
cerof the BP.H.S. We thank her
for her contribution.

ANNUAL MEETING - june
1.1992

Dr. Philip Kipust, President,
expressed pleasure at the large
anendance. Even though rain had
been predicied. He noted the
presence of Ira Kluger of the
Canarsie Historicat Socicty and
Pinchas Smithline, son of Dr.
Jacob Smithline, first Head of
the New Utecht Dispensary.
Founded in 1911, the New
Uirecht Dispensary, first Jocated
on 43rd Sireet between 12th and
13th Avenues, was the direct
forcrunner of ihe Isracl Zioo
Hospital (now Maimonides
Hospital).

Dr. Xipust announced whe his-
toric anniversaries of the two
major Boro Park houses of wor-
ship. Temple Bethel (now Young
Israc)-Bewth EJ), 48th Sueet and
i4th Avenuc the oldest syna-
gogue in Boro Park, was founded
in 1902, and is now celebraling
its 90th anniversary. St. Frunces
de Chantal Church, 57ih Sueet
and 13th Avenue, the oldest
church in Boro Park, is now
celebrating the 100th annives-
sary of it founding in 1892,

Copics of the Boro Park His-
torical Society’s new publica-
uon,Borough Parkinthe 1920's
were disribuied. The publica-

»

ton is a compilation of phow
copics of actual 1920 ncwspaper
anicles sbout Boro Park, com-
piled and arranged by B. M.
Selcvan.Chieer.sutchuonhc
Continued on Page 8
Caontiscad from Page 3
Recipicnis cxpressad enthusias-
sic i in this publicstian
earlics publication, & compila-
sion of I Remember Boro Park
columns dming from 1978 w
1987, is in Lhe reference section
of the Boro Park Library.
Lucille Posner introduced
guest speakes Lucille Richman.
Mrs. Richman’s parcnts, Re-
becca and Isidore Marrow,
moved 1o Boro Park aboul 1907.
Sometime Lhercaficy, Mrs.
Richman was born at the family
home, 4151 Street between 12th
and 13th Avenues; the Jewish
secion of Baro Park was locasd
in thal area in those days. Now
retired. she wught science in Fort
Hamihon High School for 2
years. She is 2 member of the
Executive Board of the Boro Park
YMBASYWHA. past president
of Boro Park Hadassah, and a
member and past chairman of
the Boro Park Women's Com-
mittee of UJA Federalion.
LUCILLE RICHMAN
Mrs. Richman explained thay,

in 1884, Electus B. Lichfield .

foundec@ the 1own  of
Blytheboumne (now called Boro
Park) in what was then sparsely
populated farmiand in the Duich
town of New Uirecht, L. |.
Elecius B. Lischfield erecied one-
family, wooden houses withopen
porches and frontand back yards.
Some of these houscs are suill
standing, occupicd and in good
conditon, on STth Swectbetween
11th and 13th Avenues. The
name Blythebourne exisis only
in the name of the Boro Park post
office.

» Sept. 3, 1992 « Boreo Park Community News

Mrs. Richman recalled the
Culver Line, founded by An-
dicew Calver in 1875, The Cul-
ver Line was originally a sicam
railroad; baicr, it was clectrified
with overhead uolley wires.
Summer trollcys had bars on the
sides so thai passengers would
nol fall out. On the rewum rip
from Conecy Island, ween-age
boys would jump over the bars
in order to get 1D the seals firsl. In
1919, clevated tracks were
erected. The tracks of the ground
level Culver Line still remain,
on 37th Suect from Fort
Hamilion Parkway to McDonald
Avenue.

She remembered the Brook-
Jyn, Bath, and West End Rail-
road, opened on Junc 8, 1864,
the forerunner of the West End
and present B Lines. This, too,
was originally a steam railroad:
later the Line was elecinifned with
overhead trolley wires. In 1916,
elevated racks were erocted and
the Line was connected with the
N.Y.C. subway sysiem.

She recalled 1he
Kaickerbocker lce Company,
37 Sueer and 12th Avenue.
This was a faciory for the com-
mercial manufacture of ice. lce-
boxes (and outside window
boxes in the winter) were the
only form of refrigeration until
the invention and widespread use
of ckecinc refrigeralors in the
1930°s. Icemen, with their horses
and wagons, could be seen daily
on Lhe streets of Boso Park. Large
chunks of jce were placed on
these wagons and, according o
custdomers” requests, icemen
chipped off chunks of ice wilth
an icepick. An iceman would
place n lengih of sackcloth on
one shoulder, hoist the ice, with
the aid of ice tongs, on 10p of the
sackclowh, and deliver the ice 10
the customer’s home. (There
were many jokes asbowt house-
wives' having romances with
cemen)
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By: Dr. Philip J. Kipust

She also remembered black,
coal-fired stoves: gas and elec-
wic stoves had not yet come inlo
exisience. Mrs. Richman's
mother insisted on having a white
siove in her home and the com-
pany had onc especially built for
her in their factory, Subse-
quently, many other Boro
Parkers wanted 1o buy white coal
sloves.

She remembered the many
Protestantchurches in Boro Park,
which were demolished one by
one as Protestants moved away.
The Boro Park Presbylerian
Church, however, was sold 0

the Boro Park Progressive Syna-
gogue in 1920 and still stands at
1513 46th Street

. The 66th Police Precinct sta-
Uoh was in a private house on
4%t Strect betwoen 14th and 15th
Avenues (demolished). She re-
Called that, at 2:00 P.M. when
policemen changed shifis, of fic-
€73 from the firsy shift exited the
fialion house in formation,

Dr. Kipust thanked Mrs.
Richman for her informative and
poignant walk and introduced
Sucs speaker Mr. B. M. Selevan,
Chief Researcher of the Boro
Park Historical Society. Mr.
Sclevan, although a young man,
has acquired a vast knowlcdge
of early Boro Park from his ex-
tensive research,

B. M. SELEVAN

Mr. Selevan's talk, Barough
Park in the 1920's, was comre-
lated with the B.P.H.S.' new
publication of the same name.
This booklet was researched and
compiled, almost entirely from
Brooklyn Eagle anticles, by Mr.
Selevan himseif, He poinied out
that, according 10 anticles in this

publication, complaints about
inadequale garbage removal and
insufficient police protection are
nothing ncw] Evenin the 1920's,
there were complaints sbout this
probiem! Many people moved
10 Boro Park during the 1920°s.
The enlarged population gener-
ated mare gartage and the need
for mose policemen. Alihal Gime,
Boro Park only had a police
booth; there was no police sis-
tion in Boso Park until 19312,

Many synagogues were buill
in the 1920°s. The dedicalion
ceremonies frequently included
amomobilc paradcs. This was
feasible in the 1920's whenthere
was listle mutomobile traffic.
There was much Zionist aclivity
in Boro Park in ihe 1920°s. Dr.
Chaim Weizmann visiked Baro
Park in 1921 to raise money for
what was then called Palestine.

The first elevalor apasunent
house in Boro Park was built in
1926 at 47th Strect and 15th Av-
enuc. The Temple Arms, another
clovalor sparunenthouse al49th
Strociand S4th Avenue, wasbuilt
in 1927; itderived its name from
the fact that jt is focsied across
the stroet from Templo Emanuel.
Nowly-erectod spartment houses
repiaced demolishod private
houses and, in ascnse, oblilermnd
the suburban appearance of Baro
Park,

Dr. Kipust thanked Mr.
Selevan for his well-researched
and informative talk. Dr. Kipust
explained thata copy of Borough
Parkin ihe 1920 sisavailable free
10 members ($10 a yecar for
busincsses and organizations, $5
a year for individuals, and $3 a
year for retirecs).

Ms. Jacque Friedman, vice
president, made an urgent request
for people o join Boro Park
Hiswrical Society. Many people
joined and we urge the commu-
nity 10 send their membership
dues 1o Boro Park Historical
Society, 1276 46th St.;Brooklyn,
NY 11219,

A recent video, of stores and
instituGonson 14th Avenuc from
37th 10 60th Streets, was shown,
Participants in the video were
Dr. PhilipKipust, Daric Maroua,
and Eacille Posner.

The meeling was thrown open
10 queslions and comments from
the andience. Dr. Kipust filmed
the audience participation ses-
sion and then ran the video ape.
Afier the meeting wasconcluded.
the audience exchanged remi-
niscences and looked at the dis-
play of photographs of early Boro
Park (some of which had just
retumed from a highly success-
ful exhibit at the Boro Pask Li-
brary). Respectfully submiued,
Lucille Posncx

U.S. AMBASSADOR TO
THE U.N., ARTHUR J.

GOLDBERG, YISITS BORO
PARK

(The following article was
submitted by Lucille Posner. We
thank her for hex contribution,

Jewish Times, book published
in both hardcover mnd sofcover,
by Howard Simons, is 8 compi-
1ation of oral hissorics of Jowish
life in the U. S. The following is
excerpied from the lass Asthar J.
Goldberg's tamily hisory:

1 am former counselor 10 the
fabar movement, formet Secre-
wsy of Labor, former Justice of
the Supreme Cournt, former
Ambassadar 80 the Unitod Na-
tons (1965-1968), and 8 former

Ambassador-At-Large.
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My family moved 1o Chicago
around 1896 1o earty 1900. The
neighborhood was called the Old
West Side and itcentercd around
Maxwell Street, where the ba-
zaars were, It was very much
Tike if you: goto Boro Park. When
1 was Urnited Nations Ambassa-
dor, my law clerk atthe time was
ALAN DERSHOWITZ, this
little boy who has become na-
tonally known, which gives me
greal pleasure. He came from
Boro Park, which is the very
retigious section of New York.
And Iliked Alan  He was, al that
time, 8 litle, modest feliow and
Onhodox. He's not any longer.
Anyhow, when il came 10 wWor-
shiping on the High Holidays, he
and his family invited us —, I
was Ambassador al the Lime, 1o
come to them and worship in
their Orthodox synagogue, and
we did. And I saw in Boro Park
a repelition of my childhood.
Shops all closaed People walked
10 the synagogue. That's the at-
mosphere I recall in Chicago,

MURRAY LEEDS

One of the many calls we re-
¢ceive peraining 1o the history ol
Boro Park came from Murray
Les2ds. He inquired about Lhe
radic movie theare which was
formerly called the Royal and
was |ocated on 13 Ave berween
4] & 42 SL During the conver-
sation ] asked him about his Boro
Park Memories and he shared
the following with us,

M. leeds lived in B.P. from
1931-38 moving here from
Greenpoint. He doesn’t know
why his family moved as he was
a smal) child then. He did have
relatives in B P, and Later moved
1o Williamsburg. He indicated
that pecple in those days moved
frequently, sometimes merely
because the apantment nesded a
paintng.

He atended P.S. 164 which
was on the comer of hisresidence
localed at 1324 - 43 Si. and
Machzikei Talmud Torah which
was then facawed right across the
sueel from his home. He also

lived on 44 S1. and on 39 St

He remembers alending the
Windsor theatre on 15 Ave and
seeing the film "King Kong. " He
also remembers auending the
Radio (Royal) theatre and secing
the film “Caxprains Courageous”™
with Spencer Tricy and Freddy
Bartholomew.

He remembers atso being on
home relief and receiving pota-
toes from the city, They would
then poast “mickics™ in the streel..

Mr. Leeds recendy visited
Boro Park and P.S. 164, He was
surprised that the school was
cxactly the same as when he
atended except perhaps for the
addition of Nuarescent lighting,

Join the B P. Hislorical So.
ciety

Help funher the work of the
BPHS by becoming a member
35 per year ($3 for redred) and
submitting your own family
histories and Phowos. Send w
B.P.H.S. 1276 - 46th S1 11219,
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights

By DR. PHIULIP J. KIPUST

N BORO PARKERS
w INISRAEL

It is surprising 10 leamn haw
many former Boro Parkers arc
spread ihroughont the U.S. A and
many foreign countrics. When-
ever baveling 1 make it an inte-
grdl pant of my traveling agenda
2 Uy 10 locate and tdentify
former and present Boro Parkers.
The information gathered from
and about them, ) belicve, is also
pan _Df the history of this com-
munity,

On our recent rip o Isracl in
July 1992 my wife, granddaogh-
ter Minde) Yarmush and mysclf
met or spoke w the following
present or former Boro Paskers.
Some of them have scwded in
lstlal.‘l. some are studying in Yc-
shn'?hs therc and some were just
visiting,

The following have sctled and
now live in lsrael: Chava
Kahanovilz (nce Frankel), Aaron
Krumbein, Abe Halpern, Moms
and Bobbic Yarmak, Abe
Bemsiein, Rivka Malck, Elaine
\‘-_’olhman. Dr. Sidney
Finkelsicin, Gabby Finkelsiein,
Max Mordechai Lerner,
Nechama Dison (ne¢ Harbawer),
Rabbi Jaseph Kopolovitz, Eddic
and Miriam Baumecl, Manya
Tumner, Shiomo Lifschiiz, and
Goldie Bodek.

The following are students at-
iending Yeshivahs n Israel:
Arych Leib Goldberg, Mashe
Aaron Frank, Dove Stcin.

The follawing were visiung

Isragl: Dr. & Mrs. Meir Wikler,
Ms. & Mrs Nathan Scidenfeld,
Mr & Mrs. Norman Scidenfeld
& Family,Reuven Elkins, Rabbi
Chaim Grozovsky, Yaakov and
Dina Goldberg., Tova (ne¢
Sclengut) and Rabbi Menachem
Greenblan, Ray and Yaakov

Feifer, Dorolby and Arthur
Schick, Ellen Federman (pec
Kirzer), Rabbi & Mrs. Momis
Schmidman and Family, Rabbi
& Mrs. Moshe Brodic, Rabbi Eli
Teitlebaum (Camp Sdei
Chemed), Joyce and Abe Carey.
Lee and Hamry First, Rabbi Joch
Continucd on Psee 3
Cononued from Psec 2z
Kramer, Rachel Mcth, Ruth
Stillman, Rivky & Faigy Kohn,
and Raizy 1saaCs.

Of course there arc PUMErous
other people sctzlad, studying ©F
visiting Isracl bul those listed
arc the ones we actually met OF
spoke o during this three week
visil.

Goldie Bodek informed us that
the anpual weckend for focmer
Boro Parkers seuled in Isracl
stil) wakes place under the chais-
manshipof Edith Licberman. She
said thal the weekends waquld be
more ineresting if they waould
display some phoiographs of
other memombaliaol’ﬂotoPark.

Nechama Harbater Dison re-
cently {1989) lost her husband
who wasavelcrinarianandlived
a1 Kfar Horoeh. She said she
plans 10 wrile 2 book about her
family history in Boro Park and
Israeb. She said she atlended the
Boro Park weekend in August
1993 a1 Kibbuwz Chofetz Chaim.
The previous onc 1ok place in
Natanya. Al the weekend she
met Temyand Elyahu Kanofsky.
Elainc and Manny Wohlman,
Mes. Ehrenfeld (Elainc’s
mother). Sydelie and Ralph
Braver, and Edith Liebcrman,
amongst others.

Mathan Scidenfcld moved o
Boro Park in 1974 [rom Flasbush.
He retired [rom a busincss in
Flatbush. He fiest hved on 53rd
Strectnear 146h Avenucand new
lives at 145R8-55th Succl. Hs
son Norman Scidealcld, an at-
romcey, lives with his [amily a1

1220 SKih Succt.

kx Comunity News

Max Mordechai Lerner, wha
worked as adiamond cutter while
Jiving in Boro Park, ook advan-
wage of his artistic taleat and be-
came a sofer (scribe) while liv-
ing in Isracl.

DR. BARNETT ZUMOFF

[ was bormn in 1926 in Doclor’'s
Haospital, 4421 15 Avcnuc (now
Beth Jacob girls high school).
My parents, Abraham and Sweita,
and myhalf—brolhcv,Nalhan.had
moved from Philadeiphia o Boro
Park — 10 1042 45¢h Sucet, an
apaniment house — Lhe previous
year.

My parcmms werc firsicousins,
both from small Lowns ncar Kiey,
Russia. In 1912, when my father
came to the U.S. with his family,
he was 17 ycars old; my mother
was a (wo-ycar old toddlcy when
her family came w the US. in
1902. Boih families setied in
Phitadclphia where my fawhcs
maricd Nelhe Goodheart, bis
first wile, Atthe bme. he work ad
as a clerk in the Philadelphia
office of the Jewish Daily Faor-

ward. Then wragedy struck.
Peaple were dying by the hun-
dreds of thousands of a deadly
form of flu, brought back 10 the
U.S. by retuming World War
soldiers. Nellic died of the v n
1918, three days after giving binh
o Nathan. Seven years tater. in
1925, my father marnied his
cousin Stella, my mother. That
same year, my father accepied a
promovon and transfer o the
New York City of fice of the few
ish Daily Forward. in the posi-
ton of Supervisor of the Com-
posing Room. He remained al
thai job until he retired in 1973,
He had a definite artistic fair.
and some of the Yiddish
1ype-faces which he designed arc
still being vsed.



Boro Park Comunity News * Oct. 2. 1992 *

Shonly afiermy binh. my fam-
ily moved 10 an apartment in a
privale, wooden-frame house
berween th and 10th Avenues, |
can't recall the exact address,
The landlord was a Hunpgarian
Jew. Mr. D'Lugacz. The pros-
perity of the 1920's having
rubbed off onmy father, my fam-
ity next moved to a luxury apart-
ment house on Kings Highway.
Witht'.e Depression, my father's
Jowered income mandated that
our family move back 1o Boro
Park. In 1932 my family moved
into the ground fMoor apartment
of a privaic, wooden-frame
house, 1866 47th Sweer The
landlord was a clothing manu-
facworer, Mr. Cohen, possibly
Abraham. Mr. Cohen had two
sons, Herbertand Norman, and a
daughter, Caroline. We lived
thereuntid 194 1, when my father
boughtaprivaie house, 4317 1 7ih
Avenuc,our home from thenon.

TaunendedP.S.192,471518th
Avenue, unti] 6B, and then at-
tended Montauk: Junior High
School, 16th Avenue and 43rd
Swrec. Two P.S. 192 wachers
thati vividly remember are Miss
Ross, my third-grade teacher, a
lovely young woman and pleas-
an. After her marriage her name
was Mrs. Donnelon. Then there
was Mrs. Moos, my fourth-grade
teacher — a very good teacher
who unforwnately had buck
weth.

Both my parenis were imicili-
gent, civic-minded people, who
enjoyed reading, an, and music.
My mother was Secretary of the
women's branch of the Boro Park
Workmen's Circle. My father
was furst the Secretary of the
Board of Directors of the Labor
Lyceum, 137742nd Street (meet-
ing hall of the Boro Park Waork-
men's Circle) and later on be-
came its President. Aler 1966,
when the Labor Lycenm was
s0ld, he was aclive in its succes-
sor, the Boro Park Educational
Center, 40th Streer and 14th
Avenue,

The ideology of the
Workmen's Circle, in part. was
thai the Jewish people could sus-
vive without the Jewish religion:
the bonds of Yiddish culure, a
shared hisiory, and the Yiddish
language would suffice. In line
with that idcology, it was vital
thal children be tanght to read,
wrile, and speak Yiddish, Every
aflernoon, afier my public school
classes were over, I stndied Yid-
dish in the Warkmen's Circle
schoo! in the Labor Lyceam. As
a child, 1 never attended any
Hebrew school! However, my
father aught me enough Hebrew
so that [ was able Lo become a bar
mitzvah at my grandfather's
schule in Philadeiphia.

Suarting in P.S. 192, my best
friend was Henry Bemsiein, onc
of my classmaies, who lived at
1646 47(h Streer. We both loved
to read and were the two op
smidents in every onc of our
classes. Henry and 1 remained
close friends all through child-
hood, until we went 1o different
high schools.

During my yearsatP.5.192,1
sometimes ate lunch in the
Meyer's Luncheonette (one of a
chain of Brooklyn icecream par-
Jors) right across the sueet, When
1 auended Montapk Jr, High, 1
awe lunch in a delicalessen on
16th Avenue and 45th Strect. |
had a comned beef sandwich for
10 cents and then had a malied
milk for 5 cents ar the candy
<iore around the comer. 1 also

ber a delic on the
comer of 18th Avenue ang 461h
Street, owned by Mr. Fuss, whose
son, Stanley, was in my classes
in Montauk,

Children roller skaied on the
sidewalks afier school and on
weekends. We boys played vari-
ous ballgames: stickball,
stoopball, handball, Russian
handball, and boxball. Marble
playing was a major pastime {or
boys. Boys played mumbelediy
pcg. agame in which each player
threw his pocket knife inlo the
ground, marking off werilory,

We played ring—a-levio, arough
form of hide-ang-seck. Bothboys
and girls played potsy, a game in
which squares were marked off
with chalk on the sidewalk.

Every Saturday afternoon
without fail — whether the movic
was good or bad — we attended
the children’s matinee at the Cul-
ver Theater on 18ith and
McDonald Avenues (no longer
inexistence). My brother Nathan
and I anended Workmen's Circle
partics and cultural évents at the
Labor Lyceum.

My mother bought groceries
in Hafnes's grocery store on 181h
Avenue beiween 461h and 47th
Streets. Nobody paid cash for
groceries in those Depression
days — the charges were wrilten
in abook and families paid at Lhe
end of the month. Buuer and pot
cheese came in tubs and were
measured out by weight. The
standard purchase of lox was 1/
2ofa 1/4 pound. Milkandcream

{in glass boitles) were dclivered
to ¢ustomers’ front doors in the
dawn hours by milkmen (either
the Sheffiecld Company or the
Borden Company) and their
horsas and wagons.

Who doesn't remember his cf
her first Yove? In 3rd grade 1 hal
a crush on Naneus Danziger, s
preuy girl with long, reddist
blonde hair, who lived on 43rd
Street between 17th Avenue and
Dahill Road. In 4th grade, the
object of my affecuons was Flo-
rence Schabel, Nanctie didn’t
even know [ was alive but Flo-
rence lived on my block and at
least knew of my exisience.

1 have the Workmen's Circle
o thank for my happy marriage!
In 1947 I met my folure wife
Selma Silver (from Brightol
Beach) at the Workmen's Circle
camp in Hopeweli Juncuion, New
York, where we both had sum
mer jobs. Scimaand I were mar-
ried in 1951, two ycars after !
graduated (rom medicat.school.
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Aller my marriage 1 was called
up by the Dociors’ Draft and
served in the Air Force for two
ycars. Afwer my discharge in
1953, Selma and [ lived in my
parents house, 4317 17th Av-
enuc, and then moved 0
Flatbush, where we soll live, Qur
Lthree davghices now have fami-
lies of their own.

My father had long known
Jennie and Charles Davis. For
ycass the Davises had been ac-
tive in the Labor Lyceum. They
livedond3rd Sureetbeiween 16th
and 17th Avenues. Time passed.
Jennie’s husband died n 1961
and my mother died in 1973. In
1974, my father invicd Jennic o
a family party at a Flatbush res-
tavram. The following summer
they both happened to be vaca-
tioning at the same Ume al the
Workmen's Circle adull camp.
Then, as my father wrote in his
aulobiography {published pri-
valcly in 1987), "One cvening
when [ escoried Jennie back 0
her bungalow laie a1 night, | stood
for hours near the place where
Jennic had already gone 1o sleep
and realized thai [ was in love
with her.” Jennie was 70 and my
father was 80 when they married
in 1974,

Jennie dicd suddenly in 1982
and my father died in 1987 aL the
age of 92. He had oullived three
wives. Unil the end of his life he
remained active in  the
Workmen's Circle. Of his two
closest iricnds in the Labor Ly-
ceum, Mormis Weiss dicd al the
age of 92 and Morris Moskowilz

died a1 the age of 82. All tuce
men were keonly interesied in
lifc until the very end. Although
they had swong and differing
opinions on atmoat everything
(politics, religion, art, music, you

* aame i) and] had many spisitcd
arguments, this did not aflect
Thow {rieniiship.

1 am Chicf of the Division of

Endocrinology and Meubolism

_of Bah Israel Hospita), and 1 2m
Professor of Medicine at Mount
Sinai Bospital. In both bospitals
I acach, do rescarch, and do ad-
ministrauve work; at Beth Israel
Hospiwal 1 alsp so¢ privaiz pa-
tents,

Morris « 155’ son, Abe, 1s an
active member of the Workmen's
Circle. Momis Noskowilz' son,
Jack, was Executive Director of
the Workmen's Circle from 1981
10 1989. I was President of the
Workmen's Circle from 1984 10
1988 and have just been clecicd
President from 1992 0 (994, 1
am also President of the For-
ward Associalion, publisher of
the Yiddishand Englishedinions
of the Forward.. We three are
following in our parents’ foot-
stcps — their goals are being
conunued.

SUBMIT YOUR OWN
FAMILY HISTORY
Help promaie the work of the
B.P. Historical Socicty and the
history of this communily by
submiuing your own family his-
torics and memories of B.P.
You can also help us by join-
ing the B.P.H.S. Mcmbership
dues only $5 (33 for rctired).
Send dues and informatuon (o
B.P.H.S. 127646 St Brooklyn,
N.Y. 11219
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By DR, PHILIP J. KIPUST This columnist remembers DR. BARNETT ZUMOFF

Over the years we met and
spoke 10 many present apd
formes Boro Parkers and gawni
ered bits of information about
the community. Time did not
permil follow up interviews in
depth. In this column we would
like to presem some of the infor-
mation gathered in these “mini-
interviews.” Perhaps ourreaders
will be abie to add additional
information and perhaps more
exiensive interviews will be
forthcoming in the near future.

RABBI MEYER 2INSKY

O time Boro Parkers v *
cznainly remember Rabbi Meyer
Pincky, prominent Rabbinical
figure, who served as unofficial
Rabbi in Cong. Anshei Sfard,
141h Ave, comer 45th St. He led
advlt classes and services in the
basement sanctuary of this syna-
gogue.

His daughter Sarah Traube
related thathe arived in America
on October 24, 1932 and moved
into BoroParkont* serysa ~
day. That was very unusual
those days. Her uncle, the promi-
nent Rabbi Kalmanovitz, came
10 Americain those years toraise
money for his Yeshiva. At that
time he arranged for Rabbi
Pinsky 10 come 10 America for a
possible position Temple Beth
El

Rabbi Pinsky presented a Tal-
mudic lecre in the downstairs
Beth Medrash of Cong. Anshei
Sfard and al the request of the
congregants remain:  ‘here -
his unoffiri= | position. The cor.
gregavion gaid him a very mod-
est salary of five dollars a week
and helped suppon the widow
when the Rabbi passed away.
Rabbi Pinsky was deceased on
December 24, 1967.

- ——

Rabbi Pinsky. He was abeloved
bumbie personality as well as a
prominent Talmudic Scholar, He
Jived on 44th St. between 13th

and 14th Ave., across the street
from yours truly.

Continued on Page 8_!

Continved from Pege 2
RABBI MOSHE LEVY

Rabbi Mashe Levy’s parents
came 10 Boro Park in 1925. His
parents Yehoshua Ephraim and
ShprinterLevy moved here from
the East New York section of
Brooklyn.

His father, a tailor, opened ¢
1ailor stove called "Levy's Clean-
ing and Dycing™ at 4911-16th
Ave, where the Agudath lsrasl
synagogue in now located. The
store was relocated 10 4906- 16th
Ave. in 1928 and then 10 4807-
16th in 1933, His business re-
mained at thai location until he
was deceased in 1959. The
tailor's wife was deceased in
1955.

Rabbi Levy thinks that his
father' sstore was the firsi Shomer
Shabbos (Sabbath Observant)
store in Boro Park. He also re-
members that his moiher trav-

. eled every week to the Lower

East Side to purchase kosher
meal. He also remembers the
mikvah (Ritual Bath) localed in
the public bath building on the
site where the Boro Park Library
is now located.

This columnist remembers Mr.
Levy theailor because his grand-
parents and pareats were cus-
tomers in that store, 1 remember
him as a short, thin, quiet,
humb)e, honesi and beloved man.

Last month we carried an ar-
ticle about Dr. Bameu Zumofl.
We regret that the credit for that
interview was inadverienily
omitted. We thank Lucille
Posner,anofficerinthe B.P.H.S.
for that interesting article,

Dr. Bamett Zumoff donaled a
copy of his father's autobiogra-
phy,printedin Yiddishand zans-
lated into English, 1o the archives
of the B.P.H.S. That addition
should be of interest and valve to
future researchers.

OSCAR S.KIPUST

Oscar Kipust, an uncle of this
columnist, lives in Los Angeles
and was interviewed there in
1987. Oscar came 10 America
with his mother Ida and brother
Max in 1913, Father Elias had
already amrived in America be-
fore that in order 1o avoid the

Polish army.

Oscar related that in 1921 the
family moved 10 Boro Park from
the Lower East Side of Manhat-
tan. They purchased a one fam-
ily house at 1864-49h St. for the
sum of $6500. The $1500. down
payment was brought in cash
sewn into his pants pocket, right
sidefront. He woreknickers thes.

In 1921 only the even side of

the street had a sidewalk and
some houses. There were large
tomato fields or farmson the odd
side. The street was unpaved
from 18th 10 19th Avenues. The
bouse at 1866 was the last house
built there; from there until the
train wracks on 39th Ave. the
land was vacant,

1n 1924 the house a1 1864 was
converted into a two-family
home after adding an exira room
in the back on both floors. The
upstairs was rented 10 a plumber.
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In 1923, Oscar recalls wrying
*obuild 2 small suicmobile from
& motorcycle engin. but never
completed it. He left New York
in 1924 and rewemed in 1927 10
get married 10 Irene Palace.

In 1926 Elias Kipust sold half
of the house 10 Israc] Butinsky, a
co-worker of his in a clothing
factory. They lived together in
the house for many years until
all were deceased. 1da was de-
ceased in June of 1942, Elias
was deceased in Dec, 1946 and
Sarah Butinsky was deceased in
the 1960's.

Oscar rels ¢d some additional
m:mories of 'ne community. He
remembers the swreet lights on
posts and the lamp lighter com-
ing around cach evening on his
bicycle 1w light the gas lamps.
He also remembers the build-
ings on the cven side undl the
19th Ave. racks being built sev-
eral years later and the house on
the odd side being built in the
carly 1930's. Dr. Ressler, a well-
known medical doctor in the
community had his office at
4911-18th Ave., the building
that now houses the synagogue
Congregation Ohel Abraham
Mishkon Joseph. Dr. Ressier
moved his office 10 15th Ave.
where he yemained for many
years. Dr. Ressler was the fam-
ily physician for Elias Kipust
who was injured on his job.

IRVING KRIEGER

Irving Krieger was inter-
viewed by this columnist in Los
Angeles in 1987.

Irving related that his father
David and mother Hecrmina
Krieger and their soven children
moved 10 Boro Park in 1930
from Manhauan. They moved 0
BP. in order 10 provide their
children with a Yeshiva educa-
tion.

David Krieger helped orga-
nize the synagoguec, Shomrei
Shabbos Anshei Sfard oa 13th
Ave. and 53rd SL That congre-
gation began in the building of
Yeshiva E1z Chaim, downstairs
on the S0th St. entance.

The Krieger boys auended
Yeshiva Eiz Chaim for 3 few
months and then transferred W
{he Rabbi Jacob Joseph Yeshiva
in Manhattan.

1rvihg and brother Mochelped
organize the West End chapter
of Hapoel Hamizrachi in B.P.
Moe was president of that chap-
ter. Ezra Gelman was also a
member. Irving's father was an
officer in Cong. Shomrei
Shabbos and his mother was
President of the Ladies
Auxilliary there.

frving married Rosalyp
Krameisen in 1947, She came
from Crown Heights. They first
lived in B.P. at 1330-52nd St.,
upstairs in father’s house. They
thea moved © 1650-52nd St. in
1956. They moved 10 Lost An-
geles in 1980.

Irving said his sisler Elcanor
in still lives in B.P.on47th

St. and 12th Ave. She was 3
teacher in Shulamith. Irving at-
1ended scrvices in the Young
Isracl of Boro Park, in the Boei
Yehuda Synagogue and in the
Ewz Chaim Yeshiva where he
served as a Gabbai. He also
served as president of the New
York Council of Hapoel
Hamizrachi. His father was de-
céiised in 1935 and his moftier in
1947, both of cances. lrving's
falthey was in the sign business
on the Lower East Side and 1ry-

~ ing wasin the wiiuoas musical

indusiry.

HELP THE BORO PARK

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Send in your Own MEMOIrs
and family history. Join the
B.P.H.S. for only $5 a year (83
for retired). Send 1o BPHS.
1272-46th Si, Brookhyn, N.Y.
11219.
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RABBI MOSHE SHULMAN
Rabbi Moshe Shulman was
one of the first Roshei Yeshiva
(seminary teachers) of the Ye-
shiva Beth Joseph Rabbinical
Seminary in Boro Park. 1 imer-
viewed him recenily 10 obtain
more information about the early
history of that yeshiva and it's
leader Rabbi Abraham Jofen and
about his own personal hiswory
in Boro Park, 1 was surprized
and impressed a\ his ability 10
recal namesand places and other
derailes of SO and 60 years ago
with such clarity.

Rabbi Schulman arrived in
America and Boro Park in April
1941, He was formnataly able to
escape the Holocaust in Europe
because he was mamied b an
American girl, Faige
Blumenkrantz and obtained a
visatoenter thiscounny. During
his ravels by boat be was de-
Layed in Siockholm, S weden be-

cause the waters were mined. He
served as Rabbi there for the
year that he remained.

He first moved 10 Boro Park
because his in laws Mr, and Mrs.
Abraham David Blumcnkranyw.
lived here. His fitsi apanment
was a basemen( at 1253 S4(h
Strect There he and his famil
lived for a short ime and then
moved 1o an empty apanment in
his in-laws two family house a1
1212 S4th Sueel. In 1944 his
father-in-law helped him buy a
house at $30 45th Speet where
heand his family lived untit 1958
and then moved 1o flatbush.

Rabdbi Shulman received his
firsi rabbinnical ordination at the
age of 19 while in Europe. In
boro Park shortly after nis ar-
rival, his rebbe and nientor, Rabbi
Abraham Jofen arrived. Rabi+
Shulman helped him 2stablish
the Beth Joseph Seminary in
Boro Park. This was the twelfth
Beth Joseph Yeshiva Branchthat
Rabbi Shulman had established,
the other 11 were in Evrope,

During his first summer in
Boro Park Rabbi Shulman was
invied by Rabbi ksrael Schorr,
of Temple Beth El to speak in the

synogogue in yiddish one Sar-
day morning. he aisa spoke a

few weeks later at Congregation
Shomrei Shabbos an 13th Ave.
Continued om Page 8
Contnued from Page 2
and $3rd St. Soon afier the ye-
shiva was established he being a
noted scholar became one of the
Roshei Yeshiva {Talmud lectur-
ers) there. Rabbi Shulman also
spoke every Friday moming on
radio, stalion WEVD, in Yid-
dish, ler over thirty years stari-
ing in 1954 on behall of the
Marrer Yeshivain Jerusalem. He
did not accept any payment for
these radio 1alks. His father in-
taw Mr, Blumenkraniz atiended
services a1 the synogogue of the
famous Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok
Pames and was close o him.

Rabbdi Shulman provided me
with a 1947 photo shaown below
and with the names listed, He
als0 gave me a copy of the 1946
Graduation Excercises program
of the Yeshiva Beth Joseph and
the information for these two
arucies. We thank him for his
contribution.

Rabbi Shulmau will be pub-
lishing a book very shorly en.
uued “Mishikon Moshe” | in He-
brew, which wil} include many
of ithe teachings of Rabbi
Abraham Jofen and other great
Torah Sagesof Europe basedon
his own notes and memories.

RABBJ ABRAHAM JOFEN
ETL

Yeshiva Beth Joseph

Boro Park has becen the home
ul numcrous [amous personali-
tics, oustanding in many differ-
em ficlds. We have writienin the
past about 2 number of them.
One of the famous personalitics
in the Jewish world ,who lived in
BoroPark was Rabbi Avrohom
{ Abraham) Jofen (ZTL) .

Rabbi Joffen was a great world
renown Talmud Scholar and
Rabbinical leader. He was the
Rosh HaYeshiva (dean) of the
Beth Joseph Rabbinical Semi-
nary which had over 30 branches
throughout Europc. He was 3
Teadik (pious and sainlly per-
sen and one of the greal Schol-
ars of the Jewish world.

Rabbi Jofen escaped the
Hotocust almost miraculously
and remained in Japan and
Shanphai for a time with the
Mimrer Yeshivah. He arrived by
shipin America in May 1941, a
few months before lapan at-
‘cked Pear) Harbor. The ship
first brought hirn 10 San Fran-
cisco and he uraveled the rest of
the way by wain (0 New York,

After living in Williamshurg
for a few months he move) 10
Boro Park in c-der 10 open his
Yeshivaoncem ¥ 2. Before mov-
ing 10 Boro Par. Rabbi Jofen
came 1w the cominunity a few
times for Shabbos as & guest of
Irving Bunim. Rabbi Joffen
spoke one Shabbos moming in
the Young Isracl Congregation,
one momning in Congregation
Shomrei Emunah and one wesk
zt the Congregauon Shomre
Shabbos as a guest Jectures.

When moving o Boro Park he
found his firstaparument in 2 two
family house at 1349 52nd St
upstairs. He fived these for buee
or four years. In 1945, Mrs,
Pearlberg, a woman with a long
record of charitible deeds 10 her
credit, purchased a hame from
her own life savings for Rabbi
Jofen. The wo family house
which cost her $8,000 at that
time, was located at 1552 45th
Street .

With the help of some promi-
nent Boro Park philanthropists.
including Mr. Irving Bunim and
Mr. Henry Krausher, Rabbi Jofen
staried his yeshiva again in Sep-
tembes 1941 soon after his ar-
rival in Boro Park. The Yeshiva
was first located at twe Agudath
Isracl Synagogueon S0th St near
New Utrecht Ave. anc [light up
above the stores. The president
was Moshe Glcicher, the Ye-
shiva remained there far about 6
or 7 months.
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Edsly in 1942 Irving Bunim.
Henry Krausher and owhers de-
cided 1o help find a building for
the New Yeshiva. Rabbi
Shulman said he remembers
walxing down 49th 5t. and saw
the ight "Building for Salc” sign
on a brick 1wo lamily house lo-
cated a1 1427 491h St. they were
looking for a brick building that
would meel the building and fire
codes. The building was priced
a1518,000. They offered $13,000
and purchased it through the of-
fice of Xomreich Reallors on
12th Ave. ncar 50th. The ye-
shiva was officialty called "The
Cenual Yeshiva Beth Joseph
Rabbinical Seminary” It should
be noted thal in 1942 there were
only 1wo other boys schools in
Boro Park Yeshiva Eitz Chayim
and Yeshiva Toras Emes, with
classes from grades K w0 8. (There
was only onc girls clementary
yeshiva - Shulamith - and Belh
Jacob was just beginning that
ycar,) The Yeshiva Beih Joseph
was a seminary for post-high
school students. There were few
students in 1hose years in B.P.
inlerested in advanced fuil time
yeshiva swdies.

After WW1I some of the Ye-
shiva students who were forte-
naie enouph 1o escape the Holo-
caust arrived n the U.S.A. and
joined the Yeshiva. The Yeshiva
used the 1op floor as a dormitory
[or some of 1he siudenlts and the
botiom floor and hasement for a
synagogue, classes, and kirchen.
The Yeshiva population was lim-
Hledinnumbers, so that the build-
ng, although crowded, was ad-
EqQDAIE |0 serve its needs.

‘The 1946 program of "Gradu-
auon Exercises and Installation
of Officers™ Jists the (plowing
officers:

Henry L. Kraushar, Pres.

Isrie] Kesienhaum, Vice-Fres.

Lrving M. Bunim, Vice-Pres.

William Weinganen, Vice-
Pres.

Jacob Cohen, Treasurcr

Morris Rokowsky, Ass'L Treas.
George Rubin., Financial
Sec'y.

Israci Grossman, Sccrelary
Lounis Kalmanowitz, Rec.
Scc'y.

Isracl Keswenbaum, Chairman,
Bd of Directors

Rabbi Julius Goldberger, Co-
chairman

Many of thesc peoplc were
prominent community leaders
for many ycars.

For those interested in can-
Lors, the program also included
the following announcement: "A
musical program will be ren-
dered by the well-known can-
tors — Cantor Moses Ersuing,
Cantor Zundel Eskowitz, and
Cantor Joseph Mirsky.”

A Bulletinof ihe Yeshivadated
February 1950 includes the fol-
lowing informalion:

On June 19, 1946, nine siu-
dents were ordained. In Septem-
ber 1948, at the second Smichah
Convocaton,eight students were
ordained. They were: Rabbi
Chaim Aucrbach, Rabbi Meier
Blech, Rabbi Sol Blum, Rabbi
Samucl Fishbein, Rabbi Shaye
Klein, Rabbi Joshuah Sodden,
Rabbi Mendel Spitalny, Rabbi
Boruch Zlotowich.

The Bullelin also had an ar-
ticle which reported that "thou-
sands of Beth Joseph scholars of
Europe were killed by the Nazis.
Cnly a small remnant remained
of Lhe great glory that was once
Novardok.”

The Yeshiva undertook the
tremendous task of rying Lo bring
some of the remaining studenls
io the U.S.A. and help them ge1
established. The following are a
few of the names mentioned.
These became prominent mem-
bers of their community and
somc became Rabbinical figures:

1946

Rabbi C.B. Faskowilz

Rabbi Ch.M. Weinkraniz

1947

Rabbi 1. Movshowitz

Rabbi M. Abramczyk

Rabbi G. Lazewnik

Rabbi S. Margolis

Rabbi W. Zolmen

Rabbi I. Zoherman

1948

Rabbi J.L.. Nekritz

Rabbi A E. Glaserman

Rabbhi J. Orlansky

Rabbi Ch, Zaichik

Many of the former Yeshiva
students were able 1O migrate
from Europe to Israel and estab-
lish severa! Beth Joseph Yeshi-
vas there,

Aflercompleung military ser-
vice in 1946 this columnist had
the privilege of auending the
Yeshiva Beth Joseph for about 2
years. This was on a part time
basis while attending Brooklyn
College. Rabbi M. Shulman was

the Rebbe of my class and w my
amazement he remembered me
when Hinterdewsad himrecenuy.

At the request of many of his
former students and Rabbis, in
19665 Rabbi Abraham Jofen and
his wife moved to Isracl to lead
the Yeshivas Lhere. Rabbi Jofen's
son Yaakov and son-in-law
Rabbi Leib Nekritz wok over
the manue of lcadership of the
Yeshiva in Amernica. In 1970
Rabbi Avrohom Jolen was de-
ceased on Passover eve when he
went out to bum the chometz.

This columnist had the privi-
lege and merit of becoming a
necighbor of Rabbi Jofen in 1960
when § purchased the house night
next door to his. | remember one
year on the first day of the holi-
day of Succoth we had a humi-
cane and many Succoth were
blown down, including that of
Rabbi Jofen. The Rabbi asked if
he could use our Suceah during
the second day. We were hon-
ored 16 have him usc it but he
insisted on waiung until we fin-
ished eating there ai night and
day until he went in with his
family. During Chol Hamoced
they were able 10 repair their
fallen Succah.
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Another neighbor of Rabbi
Jolen, Mr, Jack Gerstner, said he
remembers when Rabbi Jofen

moved on 10 the block. At that
tme he was planning (10 make a
synagogue in his house, How-
ever, the neighbors complained
and protested so the Rabbi with-
drew his plans, Oddiy cnough,
although there are numerous
small synagogues in Boro Park
now, aimostonevery block, there
has never been one on that block,

‘When Rabbi Jofen moved to
Istael, his daughter and son-in-
law Rabbi Leib Mekritz 2t"1 re-
mained living in the house at
45th Sireet upstairs and their
daughter and son-in-law, Rabbi
Yechie) Perr lived downstairs.
Rabbi Perr moved 1o Far
Rockaway when he founded and
became the principal of the Ye-
shiva of Far Rockaway. Rabbi
Yirzehok Perris and family then
moved into his apanment.

A while after Rabbi Nekritz
was deceased in 1985 (approx.)
the house was sold and thrown
down. A new 3 family house
was built in its place in 1989 by
Mr, Moshe Freund of the Freund
Fish Markeion 15th Avenue and
43rd Street. He curreatly occu-
pies one of the apartments.

We invite readers o submit
additional informauon aboul the
Yeshiva in order 10 help com-
pleie and preserve this part of the

communily history. %?;:T::dc

Continued from page 8

DEAR B. P, HISTORICAL
SOCIETY:

T am very excited 10 leam of
your existence because Boro
Park is where 1 was bomn and
raised. My grandparents, David
and Hermina Krieger, bought 2
house at 1330 52nd St. in 1924,
‘They raised scven children in
that house. David Kreiger was a
sign maker and made¢ the Ewz
Chaim Yeshiva sign. That boys'
Yeshivawason 13th Avenuefor
many years. My sisters and I
atended Shulamith School for
Girls where our mother, Eleanor
Epstein, aught for over 30 years.

She and my father have lived in
Boro Park for the past 57 years.
My husband and | spend a few
days }:ach summer in B, P, when
we visit my parents who live on
12th Avenve and 46ih Street.
Ilove thereligious revival and
new home consuuction the
Chassidim have brought 1 B.F.
My eighth grade teacher at
Shulamith  School, Mrs.
Bimbaum, described what Boro
Par, was like when she moved
there in the earlty 1900's. She
described 131th Avenue as hav-

ing farmsall around. My mother
remembers a mansion on 13th
Avenue near 52nd Soeet | would
love to know if you have copies
of old pictures of Boro Park that
you could send to me.

I'm enclosing a check 10 pay

my membership dues and (o
¢over the cost of piclures you
may be able 1o send o me. Thank
you very much,

Sincarely,

Grace Epsicin Friedman

{Husband, Dr. Herbert
Friedman)

I is interesting o pote that we
had an anicle in the November
issue of this colomn, about lrv-
ing Krieger. It was purely coin-
cidental that we reccived the
above letter from his nicce about
the same family. A comrection is
in order however. In the Irving
Krieger anicle il siated thar David
and Hermina Kruger firstmoved
10 Boro Park in 1930. ] contacted
Mrs. Eleanor Epstein and she
verified the fact that the family
firstmoved 0B P.in 1923 0r24.

1 also learned that Eleanor
Epstein's husband Isidore was
deceased about a month carlier,
in October 1992.

JOIN THE B.P.HS.

Help research, preserve, €x-
hibit, and publish the history of
Boro Park. Send in your own
family history memories and
memorabalia. Join the B.P.H.S.
Annual ducs $5 per year (83 for
retired, $ 10 for organizations and
busii esses). Send w0 B.P.HS.
1272 461h Sirect, Brooklyn,
N.Y.11219.

Photo of Yeshiva Beth Joseph faculty, officers, and sisdents taken

in the Yeshiva on Feb. 16, 1947 (Titles as of 1947).

Seated Lo R:

RabbiIsaac H. Ever (AH), Exec. Director; Rabbi Moshe Shulman,
Rosh Yeshiva; Rabbi C. B. FAskowiwz, Rosh Yeshiva: Rabbi Yakov
Jofen (current Rosh HaYeshiva); Pabbi Avrohom Jofen, the Rosh
HaYeshiva (Dean); Henry L, Kraushar, Pres.; Jacob Cohen, Treas:
William Weinganen, V.P.; Mr. George Rubin, Financial Sec'y:

Studenits, Standing L 1o R:

Chaim Auerbach, Yitzchok Klein, Yosef Klein, Avrohom
Rosenblatt (AH), Shaya Kiein, Soil Blum,

Standing R to L.;

Philip J. Kipust, Irving Fried, Zaiman Jofen.,
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LOUIS ABRAMS

This interview of atiormey
Louis Abrams took place in
1987 while 1 was paying i
shiva (condolence) call at the
home of Norman (Nackurm)
Dick, CPA on 17th Ave. near
58th St. Although Mr. Abrams
has not lived in Boro Park for
many decades, his memories
of this community as well as
!hose of 1he other
interviewees, help us leam
about and pet a sense of the
flavor of the community and
the itmes.

Mr. Abrams lived in Boro
Park from 1920- 1928 with his
father Abrabam and mother
Fannie. They moved o Boro
Park from the Bronx becausc
they were looking for a better
neighborhood. His (ather had
a prinling business in Man-
haitan which prospered. and
the family was looking for
what was considered a more
afflucnmineighborhood . “Boro
Park,” he said, “had beantiful
cstates in those days.” The
family lived a1 1601-53rd St.
ncar Congregation Bnei
Yehuda (Sons of Judah).

Lovuis aticnded P.S.. 103 on
141h Ave. and 53rd St. and
New Utrecht High School. He
also atiended a Hebrew school
located on 13th Ave. and SOth
St. His Bar Mirzvah ook place
inTempie Emanucl where his
father was a member. Louis
indi~“ted thar he remembers

whe. Cong. Bnei Yeb dah.
near his home, was tuill in

1925 (approximately). The

following arc some Boro Park
memories thal came 10 his
mind during the interview,

He remembers atiending the

Eagle Theaue for 5¢ and
stayed there all afternoon.
There was afive piana player
in front of the theatre who
played while the silent films
Conunued on Page 8
Continucd (rom Page 2
were shown. Ushers walked
down the aisles spraying the
theatre with air freshencr.
He remembers playing
stickball games in the strect,
box ball, Johnny on the Pony.
Kick the Can and Ring-a-
Leveo. One rarcly sees any of
these games played anyrmore
by the children. Louis re-
members the candy slore on
the comer of 16th Ave. and
52nd St. where he purchased
his ice cream and candy. He
remembers the delicalessen
store on 16th Ave. between
49th and 50th St. He paid 25¢
foratongue sandwich and the
same 25¢ for a frankfuner
and soda. He remembers four
friends with whom he grew
up in Boro Park.
Isidore Leinwand and Henry
Ratner lived on 53rd St., his
block, Martin Winter lived
on 52nd St. between 16ih and
17th Ave. and Ben Reison
tived on 17th Ave. and 50th
St. These five friends have
kept in touch as good friends
ever since then.

GRAMA FAMILY

Many old time Boro Parkers
will remember the well-
known Yemenite Jewish
family, the Grama family.
Yechiya and Esther Grama
(2.h.), were very pious Jews
even in those days when few
Jews in Boro Park werc
stricily observant, They raised
14 children in Boro Park at a

time whenlarge families were
very uncomsmon. They lived
on the comer of 141h Ave,
and 45th St. abave the stores
and were aclive congregants
in the Congregation Anshei
Sfard across the streeL

It was therefore of inlerest to
me © come across a Letter of
Editor publishea in the Jew-
ish Press on 8/30/85 sent in
by their daughier Adina
Greenficld of Monsey, N.Y.
The following is anexcerpt of
the lener:

YWith reference 1o Mr,
Baker's article on Yemenite
Jews in New York... he ne-
giected 10 mention my father
andmother Yehiyaand Esther”
Grama, z'U, who were of the
original founders and leaders
of the Yemenite community
on the East Side and in Boro

Park. My parents came 1O
America in 1924 and raised
14 children under the mosl
difficult conditions imagin-
able. They clung 10 their faith
in Hashem and were Shomre
Torah and Mitzvohs their en
tire lives... My father Yehiya
Grama was nifiar {deceased)
in Brai Brak last week. the
18thday of Av. He wasone of
the lastof this great Yemenile
community.*

SARA STERN

In the summer of 1987, my
wife and [ were on a our of
the Scandinavian countries
and mel severa! present and
fonmmer Boro Parkers there.
One lady we mel was Sara
Sterm. Surprisingly. she lived
onourbtock only three houses
away and we didn’t know her
at all.
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Sara first came to Boro Park
in 1971 for a visit with her
family. She came to partici-
pate in the wedding
celebration of her brother
which 100k place at Menorah
Hall and remained for 12 days.
Her impression of Boro Park
was very favorable.

In 1979, she moved to Boro
Park in order 10 work and 10
stant a new life for herself.
She was atiracted 10 Boro Park
also because she wanied to
live in an orthodox commu-
nity. She moved 10 an
apartment at 1544-45th Sy
and has lived there w this
present day.

She first worked as a wig
stylist privately for three
people, then eight months
later, in 1980, she opened her
own wig salon. The business
known as Sara Stemn's Wig
Salon is Jocated at 4906-13th
Ave., then above Finesse Ice
Cream and Philys Linen.

Her comments about Boso
Park during the interview in
1987 were (.at it was
crowded, had no park, park-
ing, was very difficult, not
clean and apartments were
veryexpensive, She indicated
that she saw a great change in
the community between 1971
and 1979 and an even greater
change between 1979 and
1987. There were both posi-
tive and negative aspects 10
these changes.

PHYLLIS ROTH

During the same Scandin.-

vian wour in 1987 we net
Phyllis Roth, who was bom
and raised in Boro Park. Her
parents James and Eitie
Markowitz came to Boro Park
n 1920 (approximately) from
the Bushwick section of

Brooklyn They camebecause
Boro Park was then 2 new
suburban section. Her father
was a salesman for a thread
company and sold 1o the gar-
ment trade.

They first moved o 960-
St St. where Phyllis was
bom. Phyllis aitended P.S,
160, Pershing JHS, Fut.
Hamilton High School and
Brooklyn College. Her par-
ents weremembers of Temple
Emanuel. The family moved
10 936-50th St. in 1942 (ap-
proximately).

Phyllis remembers the candy
store on 10th Ave. and S1st
St. where she went to buy
milk shakes. Dr. Margarsien
was the family doctor and his
office was located on 13th
Ave. between 51st and 52nd
St. He had his office in a pni-
vate house; there were no
stofes there yet. Rabbi
Silverstein of Temple
Emanuel came to his position
when she was a young girl.
Shealsoremembers the Rabbi
before him.

Her science teacher at
Pershing JHS, Sth Ave. and
48th St,, was Isidore
Unieberg. He was also a fra-
ternal society brother withher
father at the Samuel Tischner
society. Her father was presi-
dent of the society. isidore
Unieberg lived in Boro Park
most of his adult life, He was
a very close friend of the
family.

Phyllis has two sisters. Ruth
went 10 Lincoln HS, because
New Utrecht HS was not yet
buiit. Adele, her younger sis-
ter, went to New Utrecht HS,

Parents moved outof B.P. 10
Ocean Parkway and Caton
Ave. in 1958 because their
house was sold and the chil-
dren were all married. Phyllis
moved to Flatbush when she
was marnied in 1952 to David
Roth. Phyllis is a social
worker for the Board of Edu-
carion in District 2.

BORO PARK
DOCUMENTARY

The Boro Patk Historical
Society was approached by 2
representative of an histori-
cal research group that is
interested in doing a docu-
mentary film of Boro Park.
The emphasis will be on the
growth and development of
the Hasidic Community here
since World War il

They are interested in ob-
taining photos primarily of
the 1940's and 1950’s that
would show the development
and growth of the Hasidic and
general orthodox community.

-If any of our readers have
photos or articles or otherhis-
torical information that they
would like 10 offer or sell for

this project, kindly write (o

the BPHS a1 1272-46th St..
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 orcall
(718)436-77290r(718) 854-
1033,

HELP THE BORO PARK

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

You can help locate, re-

search, preserve exhibit and
publish the history of this
community. You can help bv
submitting information abou.
your own familics, busincss
and memories in Boro Park.
You can help by sending in
old photos or documents or
arncles, most of which would
otherwise by eventually dis-
carded or lost. Finally, you
can help by joining the BPHS,
$5 a year ($3 for retired), $10
for business or organization,
or sending a donation. Send
to BPRS 1272.46th S:.,
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215.
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1940 AND 1990 COMPARED

One way of presenting the his-
tory of Boro Park, and helping
o_ur readers visvalize and appre-
cistethe changes that have Iaken
place, is to compare twe periods
oflime. This article will wlempt
10 describe and compare a 50
yeur imerval of time in the his-
‘ory of Boro Park - 1940 and
1990,

The information inctuded will
be hused @ pood Jead) vpon
memory and therefore the pic-
ore iy be ancomplete iad per-
haps include some emrsrs, Read-
€15 arc invited (o0 add informa-
tion and bring to our auention
any comrechions of which (hey
may be aware. This will help
complete the hisworical record
and make it more accurale,

This article wilt also serve. 10
Some cxlent, as & smnmary of
e iolormation inctuded in muny
of the previous columns of “I
Remember Bore Park ™ and help
10 unily the different bits of in-
lormation.

Althoughsomie of the changes
noted here were unique and true
to Boro Park alone, iany of the
changes mentioned were (ruc to
the socicty in peneral. We wil)
begin with o comparison of the
business esiablishmenis in Boro
Park beiween these ewo periods
of tine.

BUSINESS IN GENERAL

Ingeneral we should first point
vut that in 1940 131th Ave. was
known for its many fine and ex-
clusive shops tur Jadies’ and
mens' clothing, there were no
discount stores, no sidewalk
vendars and no junk siores, The
pushcanrts on 13 Ave. had al-
ready heen moved indoors, the

previous year, inio the | 3th Ave

tela2il market on 39 Si. There
were comparativelly few avios
on the sireels and a few horse
driven wagons riding down the
sireel were occasionally seen.
There were wo parking meters.
13th and [4th avenues were 1wo

Continucd on Page !.|
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Continord from Page 2
way strecis. The community was
in general notsocongested, there
were more opch land and green
geass arcas between the houses,
with ample parking and cleancr
suegis.

Saturdays were the main
shopping days. With very few
exceptions all the siores were
open on Saturdays. The bluclaws
which prohibited business cs-
tablishments from being open
on Sundays were still in effect in
New York State. The relatively
few Sabbath observant buwsi-
nesses suffered financially be-
cause they lost the main busi-
ness day of the week. A few
attempted 1o be open on Sundays,
ae least a half a day, but were
usually given swmnonses, had
to appear in court and pay penal-
ties, i

In conirast to the abave we
find that in 1990 ilic types of
businesscs and gen?ml atmo-
sphete bave changed ynite a bit.
There are now numerous dis-
couni stores, junk stores, sircct
vendors and very few exclusive
high class shops. The streets are
congested with autos and wrucks
and parking space is usuatly dit-
ficuls 10 locate on IMany strecls,
¢ven with the many parking
meters located on business
streets. 13th and 141h avenoes
arc now onec way strects, The
population in Bore Park has
grown considerably. There are
many new houscs built with no
emply land between them. The
green park atmosphere has been
lost. Sunday is now the busicst
shopping day and it is very diffi-
culs1a find 2 store that isopenon
Saturdays. Even the banks in
Boro Park have Sunday hours.
The blue Jaws have been abol-
ished. An old lialian barber 1old
me that he keeps his store closed
on Sawrdays and Jewish holi-
days oul of respect for his cus-
tamers and the commuaity. He
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cven wears a Yarmulka in the
store during busincss hours. On
Sundaysespecially, pcople cormne
10 Boro Park fsom many other
communitics to do shopping and
take advantage of the low prices,
varicty of merchandise 3nd ovany
specialty Jewish items. On Sun-
days the streets are especiully
congesied wilh cars and peophk:
and parking space is very diffi-
cull 1o lovale.

CHANGES IN NEIGHBOR-
HOOD BUSINESS

Theve have been many changes
in the types and distribution ol
ncighborhood stores and oiher
busincsses. According lo my
recolieciions there were oniy five
banks in Boro Park in 1940, four
on I3th Ave. andoncon 18 Ave.
and 60 St according to my count
there are fourtcen banks today
including ten on 13th Ave,, one
on 16th Ave. and 46 St_, one on
181h ave. and &0 St. and two on
1he border of Boro Park on 18th
Ave, ncar Mcdonald Ave.

1n 19401hcrc were seven movie
theatres operaling in Boro Park
and two jusi ouliside a1 the same
time. They were the Lowey's
Bora Park, Lowey's 46th St
Garden theaice and Ehion theatre
on New Utrecht ave., the Windsor
thcaue on 15th ave. the Ritz
theatre on Bth ave. and the Radio
theatre on 13th ave, The two just
oulside Boro Park were the
Beverly on Church and
McDonald and the Walker on
18th and 64 s\,

1n 1990 alt nine of these were
closed and no movie theatres
were operating in of near Boro
Park.

In 1940 there seemed 10 be
more barber shops operating in
Boro Park than there are today.
Each bacsber shop had its distinc-
tive barber sipn outside which
consisted of around siriped pale
with red and white siripes be-
neath a glass cover rolating.
Several of Ihe barber shops then
sl bad signs saying. "We do
cupping.”

1 do not recall secing any of
1he barber poles leitsn Boro Park
in 1990 and certainly no more
signs, “We do cupping.”
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For the benefit of the younger
gencration pechaps we should
explain, what -
cupping” means. When 1 was a
child my grandmother (RIP)
would perform cupping, called
“"Bankess” in Jewish. It was a
procedure performed and thought
to be a remedy for colds and
many otherillnesses. Small glass
cups would be heated with a
fName on the inside and then
placed on the raw skin of 1he
back. As the cup cooled it would
forin a suction on the skin puli-
ing an area of the skin, which
had mirned red, part way into the
cup. A numberof suchcups were
placed on 1he back.

In bypone years medical sci-
ence believed thai many illnesses
were eaused by poisons or impu-
rities in 1the blood. The cupping
procedure would draw the bad
blood 10gether and often the red
skin was punctured allowing the
bad blowd 1o ooze out. 11 was a
form of bloodletling. Also in
bygone yvears barbers were usu-
ally the surgeon’s assisiants apd
would perform the surgical pro-
vedvres. Therefore the red and
white siripes. reminiscem ol
bandages and the cupping pro-

d as trad ks

v
of the barber,
In 1940 there were many more
local grocery stores, one or two
on cach business sireet, dealing
with a much smaller population.
There were no supermarkets in
this area; excepl perhaps for the
thirteenth Ave. Retail Marketand
one or two small A & P stores -
the forerunners of the modern
supermarkets. The thirteenth
Ave. Retail Market was owned
by the city and rented space 1o
individual vendors, many of
whom were originally pushcart
peddlers.

Grocery stores then sold only
groceries - not vegetables, fruit,
toys, hot coffee, sundwiches,
newspapers or drug s1ore items
as we find frequenily 1oday. Of
course the number of packaged
orcanneditems were much fewer
than we find today and more
items had o be sliced or scooped

oul of larpe containers of bar-
rels.

Hebrew books and religious

anlicle stores were quite numer-
ous in 1990, more (than a Jozen
according 1@ my count. In 1940
there were only threq such busi-
ness establishiments according to
my recollection. One was J.
Beigeleisen Hebrew Books lo-
cated at 1427 53 S1. ground floar
of 3 twa family house. Mr.
Beigeleisen (R1P) carried onthe
business from his home, The
second was Aronowsky Hebrew
Books, a business also casried
out from the home on 43 st. cor-
per 13thave. one flightup, above
the stores. The third one was
Flushberg's Hebrew Books o
business established in a store at
1276-47 St. It was still doing
business in 1990 at the same lo-
cation under the same name but
the owners had changed severa)
times. Il is no longer in business
today.

M. ). Biegeleisen (RIP) later
moved 10 a store on the Lower
East Side where he did business
for many years. His sons moved
the business back to Boro park a
few years ogo and are now lo-
cacd in a store a1 4309 1 &ih ave.

We should point out 1hat al-
though the above 1wo Hebrew
Book businesses carried un busi-
ness {rom their homes this was
guite vnusual in 1940. 1 doat
recall any other merchandise

business corried out from a home

in those years. On the other hand
in 1990 we have numerous busi-
nesscs established in people’s
homes and basemenss selling
various ilems from clothing 10
continved on page 9

cominued from page 8

furnire.

1n 1940 there were many lavn-
drymen who picked upa family's
laundry basket, cleaned it and
returned it, The laundry included
linen and clothing. There were
no washing-machines in private
homes then according 1o my
recollections, In 1990 there are

no laundry men operating in Boro
Park, except perhaps for com-
mercial businesses such as hotels,
hospitals or restaurants. The
washers and driers in private
homes or laundromais 1ake care
of that and housewives do their
©Own Ironing or utilize press free
linens.
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Some types of businesses we
have today were unheard of in
[940 and some businesses of
those years are no longer in ex-
istence today. There are aiso
many changes in the number or
frequency of many businesses.
Some of the businesses that were
more numerons in the neighbor-
hood in 1940 then in 1990 were
the following! Candy stores,
wilor stores, dry.goods stores,
butcher shops, watch repair
shops, bars and grills, trimming
and notion stores, knife sharpen-
ing and grinding trucks, and
kaitting and yarn stores.

BUSINESSES NOT FOUND
IN 1940

Some of the businesses we’
hzavs today that were unheard of
in Boro Park in 1940 are the
following! Electronics, Bueglar
Alarm Systems, Aluminum
Windows, Takeout Foods, As-
bestos Removal, Audio Visual
Equipment, Aulo Alarms. Air
Conditioners, Soles and Repuirs,
Rent a Coar, Pizza and Falafcl
Stares, Wig Shops, Beepers,
Travel Agencies, Car service,
Check Cashing service, Com-
puter Centers, Photo Copy
Centers, Family Counseling.
Duta Processing services, Day
Care Centers, Heulth food slofes,
Doughnut shops, Fax centers,
Firnancial Consultanis, Formica
Cabinets, Graphie Designers,
Windew Guards, Video Rem-
als, Laundromats, Compuicr
Schools, TV. Repairs, Unisex
Haircutters, Vacoum Cleaner
Sales & Repairs, Venetian Blinds
aad Washing Machine and Dry-
ers, Sales and Repairs.

Some of the business cstab-
lishments that we find more nu-
merous in 19901han we found in
1940 are as follows: Aulo Body
Shops, Auto Service and Gos
Stations, Appliance Stores,
Photography Stores, Carpet and
Rug Dealers, Catering estab-
lishments, General Contraclors,
Medical Labs, Driving Schools.
Film Processing, Income Tax
Preparation, Securities Brokers,
Silver Shops, Hebrew Books,

Sofrim (Hebrew Scribes), Res-
tavrants and Fast Food Stores.
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There are also a few business
types that we had in 1940 which
a0 longer exist in Boro Park 10-
day « they are: Coal Dealers, Ice
Dealers, Movie Theatres, lce
Creamy Parlors, Live Chicken
Market, Laundryman.

[ don't recall secing any tele-
phone booths or public phones
on the sueet in 1940 although
these were many in drug store
and candy stores.

CANDY STORES

The candy store was a very
popular and common business
in Boro Park in 1940, It was very
popular with the childeen but
very difficult in 1erms of work
and hours for the owners. Just
about every block had a candy
store, some had two, The candy
stores weze usually located on
the coraers of the busincss
sireets because the corners had
more traffic of people passing
by them than the middle of the
black siores. Candy stores sold
newspapers, comic books,
magazines, cigarettes, cigars, ice
¢ream, candy, mmalteds, soda
(boulked or Jauntain), cgg cream,
selizer, simple school supplics
and simple toys. many had pin
ball machines inside where
young and old tried their skills.
Candy stores could usually be
fecognized by the wooden
newspaper stand (hal stood in
front of the store. It had a
backboard on which additional
acwspapersand magazines were
displayed. Inside the store one
would wsually find a glass
counter and showcase in which
various Joose candies were dis-
played. Children would come
with theit preciovs pennies 10
purchase candy and would siand
in feoni of the counter o study
the various chaices available
before parting with the penny.
A few choices thal | recall were
licorice sticks both black and
brown, lollypops, pretzels,
bubble gum, Wrigley's spear-
mint  gum, gum drops, sun-
flower seeds, chocolale bars,

pumpkin sceds, sucking candy,
bution candy on lang swrips of
Paper, chocolate covered
halvah, peanuts, raisins and
marmalade,

The candy store served as lhe
local social gathering for tecn-
agers and adults, In the suni-
mertime one would go to the
candy store 10 purchase ice
cream or soda. In Jater years the
candy stores began (o serve
sundwiches and coffee and fi-
nally evolved into lunchcon-
elics.

When my family lived at | 358
44 Sy, in the late 1930's, there
was a small candy store on 44ih
St. close to 14th Ave. (approxi-
mately 1376 44 St). It was
owned by a Mr. Levine. There
was a public phone in ihe store.
Few people on our block, il any,
owned their own telephones in
those days. These were the de-
pression years. Our family did
not own its own phone until af-
ter World War 2. Anyway, if
someone wanled o telephone a
family on our block, they would
call the candy store. The owner
would sendra child, if one was
around to catl the party to the
phone or defiver a message.
Phone calls were madc then only
for very imporlani reasons.
When we lived a1 1864 49 St in
Jater years, Our next door neigh-
bors, Mr. & Mrs. Sulkes at 1866
had a telephone for bealih rea-
sons. If somconc wanled [0
telephone us they would call her
and she would call us to the
phone. Sometimes they would
knock on the wall {the houses
were attached) and sometimes
Mrs, Sulkes would stand on her
porch and call us,

in Boro Park 1990 there were
only a handful of candy stores
left and even these have been
modified to serve mainly as
luncheoneties. They do sell
newspapers, cigarettes, bar
candy and fountain drinks as
weitl, One of these candy stores
is located on 16 Ave. corncr 48
St.,oneon 15 Ave.cornerdd St.,

continued on page 10
two are located on New Ulteecht
Ave. between 54 and 55 St. and
one near 49 St. near the B line
station (one called American
Grocery also sells geoceries), iwo
ase on 18 Ave. near McDonald
Ave. and one on Dabill corser
Ditmas Ave. There may be sev-

eral more that § am not aware of
atthe moment. The candy stores’
prime Jocations were near train
stations and schools.

In 1940 there were two 5 cent
and 10 cent stores in Boro Park
named Woolworth and Kresges.
Woolworthisstill doing business
at the same location 13 Ave. &
44 St. Althoughihe merchandise
nolonger sells for Scents and 10
cents. Kresges was located
across the sireet from Woolwonh
where the RX pharmacy is now
located.

There were very few business
establishments left in Boeo Park
in 1990 that were there in 1940
In this article we mentioned a
few, Woolworlh, Flusbergs and
Bicgeleisen {although at a dii-
ferent location), The Chinese
resiaurani on [3th Ave. bet. 44th
& 451h Sts. and Weiss Mcens'
Wear on the same block and the
BoroPark Hardware store were
also there in 1940,

We would be interested in
heacing from our readers aboul
any other business establish-
ments1hat fall inlo thatcategory.

In fulure columns we hope 1o
compare othcr aspects ol 1he
communily such as cducation,
schools, and religious instito-
tions for the same 1wo periads
of time,

THANK
EDISON

The Boro Pask Historical
Soctely wishes to extend its
appreciation to Con Edison for
its community graat (o the soci-
e1y. The money will be used to
help add materials and phatos
1o its archives and develop dis-
plays for its office and library.
Thank you Con Edison for this
heip 10 the community.

JOIN THE BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Helpthe B.P.H.S.carry onits
work of researching. safe-
guarding and publicizing the
history of this community. Join
the B.P.H.S. membership dues
only $5 per year (83 reticed),
Send in your own memories
and famnily history items, pho-
tos, anticles or documents. Send
to B.P.H.S. 1276-46 S1. BKlyn,
NY [11219.

YOU CON
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights

By DR, PHILIP J. KIPUST

Dear Dr. Kipust:

1 preatly enjoyed your nos-
lalgic article on the many
changes in Boro Park since
1940, which has motivated me
w write the following.

Ln 1940, mosi Boro Pack
residenis were not Orthodox.
However. a significant minor-
ity of Orthodox residents set
the tone for the observance of
Jewish holidays.

1 was surprised 1o read that
almost nobody livinginthe 40's
sireets had 1elephones even as
late as 1940. My family lived
in the 505 streets on 141th and
15th Avenues. My family and
our neighbors had telephones
in the 1930s and carlier

Boro Park originally was
Christian neighborhood -
mostly Protesiant, inclugding
German-Americans, There was

aGerman-Lutheran Church on
13th Avenue and 51st Streer
where the Dime Savings Bank
now s1ands. Whenlwasachild.
some  Germanp-American
families siill lived on the sec-
ond floor of a stucco, privare
house on S4th Streci between
{4th and 15th Avenucs, nearer
e 151h Avenue. Freddie's
mother inviled me up 1o see
their Christmas tree one year.
‘When [ was nine years old, my
family moved 10 1441 Sigst
Street. A few housesdown,ina
Aweeop. private one-fumily
house, Mr. and Mrs. Menkiy
andiheir young, unmarsicd son
lived. They were German-
Amgricans and were genile,
kindly people. Mrs. Menkin
guve piano Jessons (o the

neighborhuodchildren. mosily -

girls. (Piano playing was con-
sidered a social accomplish-

mem for women.) The fee was
50 cents a fesson. The fomily
livedonthe block until the early
1950Q's, when the parents died
and the son finally sald the
house and moved away.

1 remember Rothstein's, a .

large dry gods storez on 13th
Continued on Page §
Conunued from Page 2
Avenue berween 40th and 4151
Streets, odd number side
Rothsiein’s consisted of amain
floor and a basement, For sule
were suchitems as pots and pans.
aprons, puckelbooks, fabric, and
underwear for men and women
and boys and gitls. Rothstein's
was aiso 2 majorsaurce of clothes
and equipment for children who
wenl 10 camp in the summer

Irememberithe pickle store on
the corner of 131h Avenue und
401h Street, odd number side.
Pickles floaled in brine in
wooden barels. Many times iy
mother bnught ine a dny dill
pickle (very sour). 1 happily
munched the 1asty tidbit as 1
walked.

Who could forget Luigi Alba,
the very large ltalian bakery on
New Uirecht between Sist znd
52nd Sireets, odd number side?
Albu's windows displuyed
tempting pastries and cukes.
There were such long lines
wiliting outside the bakery just
before Chrisimas and Easier that
a policeman was siationed 1o
maintain order.

Man — or woman dues not
live by bread or cake alone. To
gild the outer woman, inany Boro
Park women patronized Norman
and Fred's beauty parlor un 13th
Avenuc between 491h and SOth
Sireeis, odd number side,

Ineidentally, the Windsor
movie theater on the corner of
15th Avenue and 40ih Street was
never referred 10 simply as the
Windsor. 1t waes always “the
Windsor—that dump.” as il
dutnp was parl of the name, The
Loew's Boro Park theater. New
Utrecht Avenue and $1st Surect,
even pumber side, had i« one-
hour kiddie show beginning it
10:00 a.m on Saturday morn-
ings The bill coasisted of ani-
muated short cartoons and an
episode of aserial called acliff-
hanger.” As each episode ended.
the hero was. [or insiance, either
falling of 2 ¢lsff ar lying tied up
in the path of an oprushing train
At the beginning of 1he next
episade. it was scen thatthe hero
had inanaged to breuak his lull by
catching hold of a tree branch or
by umying himsedfin the nick of
timme. Children brought sand-
wiches for lunch am) stayed for
e regular feature film. During
Paxsuver week, Jewish children
brouzhi hord-bailed eggs and
matzos.

T vividiy reimember the Borden
and Sheffield milkmen and their
horses and wagons. Many imes
half waking at 5:30 a.m.. I heaed

the reassuring clip-clop al
milkmen’s horses. Milkmen de-
liverad milk and cream in zlass
botilestacustomers’ frantdoors.
Milk wasn't homogenized in
those days and by the time
housewives arase and ook in
the milk, the ¢cream had risen 10
the wop.

T alse remember the preized
man, who sold Jarge, chewy
pretzels for one cent during 1he
school lunch break at 12 novn
These sume pretzels are one
dallartoday! There were German
bands, consisting of three or four
men, who played in apartment
house courtyards. People, espe-
cially children, would throw
down pennies wrappad in paper.
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historicat Highlights
By: Dr. Philip J. Kipust

In 1940 1here were three
Chineserestaurantsin Boro Pivk:
al 461h Streel and New Ulrecht
Avenue (npear the Loew's 461h
Swreet Theater). an S stand New
Urechit Avenuc (nesrthe Loew's
Buro Park Theater) and at | 3th
Avenue beiween 44th and 4451h
Sirects. odd rumber side. Only
the latter cemains  today. The
{irstiwo restaurans were located
Near movie ‘hCJ[C[S 10 cater 1o
movie patrons. Chicken chow
mein was the meal of choice
CANDY STORES AND DFELI-
CATESSEN STORIES

To 1he case of the vanishing
vandy stores, I would like 1o add
the case nf the vanislung kosher
dJeticatessens. In 1940 there were
many more delicatessens tn Bore
Park than 1here are toduy. One
by one during the past 20 vears.
they disuppeared 1n addition to
Adelmuan’'s Delicatessen (now
Bergers) 13th Avenue ind 45th
Sirect, even numher side, 1here
was 4 delicatessen on the even
numberside of ) 3th Avenve and
43rd Street which went our of
business about 15 years ago.
There was Skilowitz Delicates-
sen. between 49th and  SOth
Sireer, even number side. There
was o larpe delicalessen on | th
Avenue and 45th Street; a Jeli-
calessen on 15\h Avenue and
aboul 35th Street; and a delica-
1essep on 16th A venue and about
30th Sireet. Until abowt 10 years
or s ago, there was o lurpe
delicatessen on 50th Strect and
18th Avepue. On Thankspiving
Day, these delicatessens were
Jummed wilh families feasting
on turkey dinners with all the
Irimmings.

All the above delicatessens,
alihough strictly kosher were
opun on Saturdays. In 1940, Mr.
and Mrs. Yaroslawiiz opened the
Tel Aviv Delicatessen on 13th
Avenue between 491h and SOth
Swreels (now Crown Delicites-
sen). The Yuroslowilzes were
Orthodox and clased an Satur-
duys. (Kasher butchers wese

supervised by a different rab-
binical authority and were
obliged to close on Sawrdays).

You write that there were no
“lake-out” faoads. in Boro Park
in 1940. However, all delicates-
sens had a take-aurcounter where
they sold frankfurters, tangue,
corned beef, pickles, erc..all with
paper cornucopins of free mus-
tard. Many families would have
delicatessen meals at least once
2 week.

Children toved the penny
candy which was sold in candy
stares ! remember chocolate
babies and red, gummy canaies
shaped like cains. All candy
stores had a few tables and chairs
andanicecream founlain. When
I attended Montauk Jr. High
School, 16th Avenoe and 43rd
Surect, my girlfrieads and T
broughi sandwichesand an apple
for lunch. For the price of a 13
centimuhed, we were allowed (o
et our sandwiches in a nearby
candy store. Two af us would
share a 13 eent malted. The cosi
was divided fairly: one day vne
girl paid & cents and one girl
would pay 7 cents; the following
day the urder of payment was
revers~d.

lee cream parlors and soda
founjains were almaost 8 Ngges-
sity in 1940, Relvigerators did
not yel have {reezer compaii-
ments, 1 a family wanted (0 cat
jee cream in the warm inanths,
they waould golo acandy storeor”
an ice cream parlor and order a
pintofice cream, usually “loose™
and hand-scooped inlo card-
board containers

During the fail months. candy
stores sold Charlotie Rusaes.
This confection was a white
cardboard cup surrounding a
spange cake base 1opped with
swirls of whipped cream and 2
maraschinocherry. Candy stores
atso sold all mannet ol sand-
wiches. The meat sandwiches
were all non-kosher.

Where have all the candy and
delicalessen stores gone? Thesc
stores wereowned by immigrant
parents wha sent their ehildren
tocollege. After they graduated,
their children entered profes-
sions and did not ga into the
family business.

Insomecases, the morethings
change, the more (hey remain
the same. Althaugh rmuch has
changed, Boro Park remains a
family-oriented, friendly and
caring ncighborhood

LUCILLE POSNER

We thank Lucille Posner, of -

ficer of the Boro Park Historical

Saciety, for her very interestine
contribution.

SUBMIT YOQUR QWN
MEMORIES OF BORO PARK

Yau can help preserve the
hisiory of Boro Park by submit-
1ing your own memories, pholos
and family histories. You can
also heip by joining the Boro
Park Mistorical Saciety, annual
dues $5 (retired $3). Send to
B.PH.S. 1276 - 46th Sy,
Brooklyn. N.Y. 11219,
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights

By DR. PHIUIP ). KIPUST

Dear Readers,

The anicle that we published
recenily, Feb. 4, 1993, compar-
ing Boro Park of 1940 to 1hat of
1990 — a fifty year interval —
Was well received by our read-
ers. This was deiermined by the
humerous verbal and written
Comments we received., The fol.
lowing are a few Jetters WE re-
ceived contributing much addi.
tional wsteresting information.
We urge our readers to Jjotdown
some of their own memoirs and

personal family histories, These
Tamily hisiorics will be preserved
hy inclusion in these columns, in
the archives of the Bara Paik
Historical Society (B.P.H.S.),
ind in the second volume of the
hardcover bound colleciion of
these columas of “I R L
Boro Park.™

r

Dear Dr. Kipust,

1 enjoyed your column com-
paring the Boro Park of 1940
withthat of 1oday. You cenainly
have u pood memory and a very
analytical mind. as shown by
NOUr comparisons.

However, even the best
memory can forget a few things.
You forgot a few 1940 benks;
here is my list of all the banks in
1940:

1. Public National & Trust Co.
of N.Y., 4412 13th Ave. Where
Bank Leumi is 1oday.

2. Bay Ridge Savings Bank,
4724 13th Ave. Now called An-
chor Savings Bank.

3. Bank of the Manhatian Co..
4622 131h Ave. Now called
Chase-Manhauan Co.

4. Natianal City Bank of New
York., 5420 taih Ave. Now
Ciribank.

5. Food Derlurs Industrial
Bank. 4614 13th Ave. Where
Mildred s Bedding Storeis now.

6. Manufacturers Trust Co..
4901 12th Ave., Now Manuiac-
torers-Hanover Trust Co’

7. Manufaciurers Trust Co.,
5922 181th Ave., Now Manufac-
turers-Hanover Trust Co.

Continuved from Page 2
Among your teniers you did
hol mention the Berkshire The-
atre of 5911 8th Ave. Yourspell-
ing of Loew’s, the theatre chain,
is certainly unique.

My memary of these things is
certainly no better than yours,
but 1 rely on centain lists that |
have of these things.

Sincerely yours,

Dario S. Marotta

We thank Mr. Dario S.
Marotta, an officer of the
B.P.H.S. for his valuable contri-
bution.

Lo | om ey ©

IREMEMBER BORO PARK
Hisiorical Highlights
By: Dr. Philip 4. Kipusi

Dear Dr. Kipusl, .
{ have been reading your "l
Remember Boro Park™ column
for a long time and enjoying the

past hislory very much. I have
livedin BoroPark since 1923, 50
much is very familiar. Now I’
have decided to become a mem-
ber, too. Here is my check for
dues. Continue to publish these
stories and | promise to conlinue
10 rcad and enjoy them!
Sincesely yours.
Mrs. Dosolhy Rubin
PRESERVE YOURFAMILY
HISTORY AND MEMORIES
You can preserve your own
family history and personal
memories of Boro Park by sub- ¢
mitting that infarmation for in-
chusion in these columns and in
the archives of the B.P.H.S. You
can also help in the work of |
researching. preserving, and pub-
lishing this history by joining
the R.P.H.S. Annual dues only
%5 7S3 for retired).
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights

By DR. PHILIP ). KIPUST

Dear Readers,

The article 1hat we published
recenly. Feb. 4, 1993, compar-
ing Boro Park of 1940 1o that of
1990 — a fifty year interval —
was well recejved by our read-
ers. This was determined by the
pumerous verbal and wrilten
comments we received. The fol-
lowing arc a few letters we re-
ceived contributing much addi-
tional intercsting information
We urge our readers 1o jol down
some of their own memeirs and
personal family histonics. These
family histenies will be preserved
by inclusion in these columns, in
the archives of the Boro Park
Historical Socicty (B.P.H.S.),
and in the second volume of the
bardcover bound collection of
these columns of I Remember
Borc Park."

Dear Dr. Kipust:

Though [ have been far re-
moved from my old neighbor-
hood for many long years, § still
have been able 10 keep in touch
withthe geings on via my cousin,
and wntil her recent death, my
mother. Enclosed please find my
33 yearly dues for membership.
1 would like to recesve the “I
Remember Boro Park™ News,
Please jnclude the following in
the “I Remember™ section, and
1et me know if it would be pos-
sible to have “Boro Park News™
mailed 10 me.

1 was bomn in what was then
Istae) Zion Hospital in 1940. My
parenis Hilda and Abraham (Al)
Efrein moved into pur home
5100-15th Avenue in 1937. 1
remember achicken farmon 56th
Strect betwesn 16 and 17 ave.
where my mom used to buy eggs
for our family. I attended P.S.
103 from 1946 until 1952. The

principal was Miss Bruce, and
my teachers were Mrs. Goldin,
Mrs. Lavelock, Mrs. Ehrenholtz,
Miss Carcll, and my favorite,
Miss Estelie B. Morgan for 6th
geadc, class 6-3. contdon p. 8

Consimocd fram Page 2

I then atzended Montauk JHS.
Principal was Mr. Rothchild, and
1 remember the gym 1eachers,
Mr. Casiann, McKenna, and
McCaffrey, along with the shop
teacher Mr. (one finger)
Chayente. I had Mr. Smith for
Jatin, and Mr. Grossbard for his-
tory. I then wentto aprivaie high
school in N.Y.C., graduated
CUNY and wentontobecome a
research chemist for a multina-
tional food company upstate
New York. I am now retired.

My mother Hilda taught as a
substitute teacher in and around
Boro Park for many years, and
my father was a lawyer for the
city.

I had many friends back then,

Jake Myron, Neil Licberman,
Stan Soffer, Steve Fistell, Lanny
Eisenberg, Paul Abt, John
Maranov, Steve Shapiro, Artie
Levine, and many more, all of
whom I have lost touch with
over the years.
* Boro Park in the fifties was
not an arthodox community, but
rather one of assimilated Jews,
mas1 of whom had directroots to
the lower east side. It consisted
of apartment houses, along with
large and beautiful homes on bi_g
plots. We had big irees then, and
all the side streets were two way,
if you can believe Lhat. All the
avenues were also two way, and
there was one teaffic light at 60th
street, and one at 43rd. Boy was
it a nice 7ide in an old hot rod
down 15th Ave.!

I remember Joe, the ice cream
man with his ruck, and the many
candy stores where we could
hang out. Kaplans, and Clair and
Loui's, both on 16th Ave. be-
iween 511 and SOth Sts, Julies
on 13thand 49th, and Grossmans
on 13th and S0th. [ also remem-
ber the Bordens milk wagons
withhotses to pull them, and the
odd electric trucks of the Pilgrim
taundry, big chain drive coal
trucks, ice and rag men, and hand
cranked merry go rounds that
would appear in the summer-
time 10 amuse the kids, I sure
was fun back then. There was a
trolly car that went 10 Coney
Island that ran under the New
Unecht c, and rackicss wollies
on 16th Ave. that went to Pros-
pect Park all for S cents! The gid
Jibrary was on 13th and 53rd,
and the police station was in an
old private house, | think on 49th
St. near 14th Ave. There was
almost na coime back then.

My first real job was at the
Bohacks on 16th Ave. I also
worked at Big Georges food store
on 13th and 51st while going to
school. I got my hair cuts at Abe
Gurspan's place on 5ist near
13th, and enjoyed a candy bar at
Pete’s store next door. 50¢ back
then for the haircut and 5¢ tor the
candy. I loved the movies, and

spent time at the Culver on 18th
Ave,, and of course, the Loew's
at S1st and also at 46th St. The
ushers would keep us quiet with
dirty looks?

If any of my old friends wauld
like to write, I would be very
glad to hear from them.

Yours truly,

L. Robert Efrein

RRI Box 96 A

Ninevah, NY 13813

Wethank Mr. L. Robert Efrein
for his interesting persanal
memories and family history.
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1LREMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights
By: Dr. Philip 7, Kipust

To whom it tnay concern,

1 accidentally found an issue
of "The Boro Park Community
News™ a few days ago. | had
never read it before.

I was especially interesied in
the article “T Remember Boro
Park™ by Dr. Phjli): J. Kipust. It
was an excellent article and it
brought into clearer perspective
my own formative years spentin
Boro Park.

1 was bomn in Russia in 1916,
My parents and ] escaped to Po-
tand in 1922, and then traveled
to Palestine {(now Israsl)in 1922,
Weemigratedtothe U.S. inJuly
1924, jus1 as the new immigra-
tion-laws limivng immigration
10 the U.S. were passed.

M parents and 1 lived forone
year in the Jower east side. We
then moved to Boro Park during
1925, From the crowded strests
and ienements of the east side,
Boro Park seemed like a para-
dise. 2 roral, covnwified and un-
crowded neighborhoed, so dis-
similar to the east side.

Wemovedinto 1444-431d S1.,
a five floor walk-up aparunent
building. Naturally we resided
on the io; - floor. There ~vere fire
cscapes v here people : at during
hoteve.iings and a courtyard und
rear area for kids 10 play ball in.
Boro Park was a virgin area and
there were empty lots all over.
Next 10 our building there was a
large empty Jo1 where we had
sled riding during the severe
winters that existed then. Even.
tually three new buildings were
built in the empty lot area.

Old New Uwecht Road, a
dirt road, ran through much of
Bore Park then. As far as 13th

Ave. was concerned, it was just

beginning 10 be built. Evento-
ally the City Municipal Market
was built on 39th-40th St. and
13t Ave., and on the opposite
comer was a live chicken mar-
ket.

1 auended P.5, 164 located
Justup my block on the corner of
14th Ave. & 42-43rd St, In 1930
Monwauk Junior High School
opened up. Since they needed
students, students like myself
who were in the 8th grade were
pisced in Montauk to fill up the
school. We technically gradu-
ated from Montauk, bur actually
from PS 164,

There was a candy store on
comer of 14th Ave. and 43rd S

opposite the school, called
Kormans, and it was there for
years. Across from the school
there was a Labor Lyceam. On
the comer of McDonald Ave.
near Ditmas Ave. there was a
¢oalcompany. Some people still
used coal stoves, On the streets,
trucks with jce were selling ice
1o people 10 use in ice boxes. In
our courtyards, strest singers
would sing for pennies. There
were also otgan grinders and
people offering to buy cld rags
from people.

There were trollies a)l over the
place. For example on 39th St.
going to Church Ave. There was
a public library located on 52nd
St. and 13th Ave. (1 warked
there), 2lso one on the comer of
Diunas Ave.andMcDonald Ave.
¥ worked there also. The librar-
ies were not toa well lit, and the
books werein not too greatshape.

Dr. Kipust mentioned the
many motion piclure theatres in
Boro Park, However, he did nai
mention one: The Eagle Theave
located op corner of 415t St. and
16th Ave. - aceross the streeel
from where Montauk THS is cur-
rently Jocsted. He probably
wasn'l aware of it because it was
the first of the movie theages
that closed. possibly before he
moved into Boro Park.

Abraham Lass, former princi-
pal of Lincoln High School, and
Chairman of High Schoo) Prin-
cipals’ Association, claimed that
he played the piano at the Eagle
Theater when he was a young
boy, when silent movies wete
shown,

May 19, 1993

Across the strect from the
Windsor Theatre (40th St & 15t
Ave.) there was an empty loL
During the Depression, free
movies, shorts, comedies, and
some full length pictures were

- shown to the public. Alsoin the

movies, free dishes were given
to people wha paid and entered
some movie theates.

Some of the theatres were the
Royal formerly called the Radio
on 42nd St. & 13th Ave. The
Windsor at 40th St & 15th Ave..
The Ejton at 42nd St., New
Utrecht Ave., the Garden al 46th
St. & New Uwrecht Ave., Loews

- 461h St. at 46th and New Utrecht

. Ave., Loews 50th St. at 50th Si.

& New Utecht Ave., the Ritz at
Rth Ave. and 461h St the Beverly
at Church Ave. & McDonald
Ave.,and the Culver at 18th Ave.
& McDonald Ave

There was also a public schoal
at 53rd St. & 14th Ave. I believe
is a religious school now.

On the comer of Sthh St and

* 14th Ave. there was a YMHA, |

believe jt's still there. Across the
street was the Menorah Temple
where affairs and dances for

singles were held. Accross the
street was the Young Isract for
men and nexttoil was areligious
girls school, Beth Rivkah. On
$3th Ave. & 51st St. for many
years was a Talmud Torah for
Boys. translated in English iis
name means "“Tree of Life.”
Trere also was an orthodox
synagogue located on 46th St. &

14th Ave. The Rabbi was Eli
Simpson: my father was the
President. There was a fire and
the firemen managed to save the
Holy Scrolls of the Torah.

By the way, our sree143rd Si.
between 14th and 15th Ave. was
a mixtore of Jewish and lulian
people. Jewish people lived an
one side of the seresi and Ttalian
people on the other side. Strests
nearby, some had more kalian
people, some more Jewish. Ba-
sically we all got along reason-
ably well.
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BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHUGHTS
By Philip J. Kipust

There was an jce cream parlor,
Myers, Jocated on 47th St. and
13th Ave. 1t was a poputar hang-
out for young people and Buddy
Hackett could be found there.

There was also a popular drug
store, Silverods, located on 46th
St and 13th Ave,

Miniature golf was a wemen-
dous fad which kept people's
minds off the deep economic
problems of the Depression.

1hope that the above informa-
tion will add to your historical
knowledpe of what Boro Park
used 10 be like years ago.

lamenciosing acheck ivcover
dues 1o yout fine organizalion. If
there is any way | can be of help
I'd be glad 10 do so.

Sincerely,

Sol Tumarkin

We thank Mr. Sol Tumarkin
for his ineresting contribution
of family history and personal
memonies.

The reason we didn't mention
the Eagle theatre in the article
was thal the article was describ-
ing and comparing Boro Park in
1940 and 1990, and the Eagle
theaue was closed long before
1940,

Goergie’s Park Monsion
The newly renovated
Georgie's Beauty Salon and Wig
Stylists Center for Women is
located in a historical building
of Boro Park, The building at
4424 16th Ave. (comer of 45th
Street) was originally built as a
calering hall and was called the
Park Mansion. Several past in-
terviews provided some infor-
Mmation aboul the hisiory and
function of this building.

Leslie Grosshandlerindicated
that  his father Murray
Grosshandier, who operaled a
plombing businessin Boro Park,

and his mother Beatrice
Margolies, were married in the
Park Mension in 1916. They
moved 10 Boro Park from the
Bronx, rightafier theirmarriage,
10 3425 561h St We will have a
separale article about the
Grosshandlers in a tuture col-
umn.

Max (Mordechai) Lerner said
that his Bar Milzvah Dinner was
held at the Park Mansionin 1938,
His Bar Mitzvah service ook
piace at the Cong. Anshei Sfard
on 14ih Avenue and 451h Street,
vpper synagogue. After services
the family and guests walked the
two blocks 10 have dinner at the
Park Mansion. He pointed
out that at his Bar Mitzvah,
three Chasidic Rebbes who
then !ived in Bero Pk,
spoke douring the meal at
the Park Mansion. They
were the Trisker Rebbe.
obm, the former Skverer
Rebbe, obm. (Rabbi David
Twersky's father)., and the
Chernobler Rebbe. obm.

Samuel Goldstein
(Goidstein Press) femem-
bers when Yeshiva Toras
Emes  held a Ladies
Auxilliary Luncheon at the
Park Mansion in 1941, As 2
young boy and student ai
1he Yeshiva, be was asked 10
deliver a speech at the Jucheon.
Afier the spesch he remembers
that Mrs. Jolkowitz, abm, an of-
ficer of the Ladies Auxilliary
came over to compliment him
and gave him a kiss.

During WW1T the catering
business suffered severely.
There were few weddings
or other large celebrations
taking place. Due to the
deciine in business, the Park
Mansion was sold ta a nov-
elty business. The new busi-
ness, Leven Products, pur-
chased the Park Mansion
building in 1942 and sold it
in 199210 Georgie's, the present
owners.

May 19, 1993

Levop products manufac-
tured and packaged novel-
ties and toys during the 50
years that the business was
conducted at these pre-
mises. The owner of Levon
products, who doesn't want
his name mentjoned,
showed me arcund the
building as he was moving.
He showed me the ald
“chupah® wedding canopy
that still stood in its place
throughout the 50 years.
He also said that the Park
Mansion was also used as a
synagogue during the high
holidays when most Jews
in those days attended ser-
vices.

He also indicated that
Bora Park was once cupsid-
ered a wealthy community.
Many business people fram
the Garment Center lived
here. Several large beauli-
ful synagogues were built
then in Boro Park. The chil-

cont'd on p.9

cont'd from p. 8

dren of the next genera-
tion were encouraged to
enter the professions and
those in the main moved 10
the Island. He also remem-
bers when the three new
high stoop brick houses
1570-1574  across  45th
Street from Park Mansion
were  built. Before that
therse werz a series of car
garages on that piece of
land.

After extensive renova-
uons to the bujlding Georgic's
was partially opened ro business
in February 1993. Justbeforethe
planned ceremonial opening. the
owner Mr. Klein and several
workers were injured in an ei-
evatar accident in the new build-
ing. The elevator cable snapped
and the elevator and passengers
fell to the basernent. Mr. Klein,
the most seriously injured, was
hospitalized in critical condition
and the opening was postponed
indefinitely.
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BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Annval Generol Meeting
The annual mesting of the
B.P.H.S.. open 10 the general
public, is scheduled for Mon-
day, June 7, 1993 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Greater New York Savings
Bank Community Room, 13th

Avenue and 53rd Saeet.

One scheduled feature of
the forthcoming meeting
is guest speaker Herb
Preminger on the topic
“Sweet Memories of 1he
Comer Candy Siore: A Nos-
talgic Tour Down Memory

Lane.”

Another feature will be a
display of old pholos and
other memorabilia of oid
Boro Park.

Audience participation n
the ensuing discussinos of
Boro Park memories is en-
couraged and has been a
popular feature of past
mectings. The entire pro-
gram will be videoed and
preserved in the archives
of the B.P.R.S.

May 19, 1993

PHOTO DISPLAY OF
OLD BORO PARK
The Boro Park branch of the

Brooklyn Public Library at 1265

4314 Street is featuring an ex-

hibit of photos of old Boro Park

scepes. Many newly acquired
photos will be included in the
popular annual exhibit arranged
by the Boro Park Historical So-
cicty. This exhibit will be featur-
ed during the entire month of
May.

HELP PRESERVE
BORO PARK HISTORY
You can help preserve the his-
tory of Boro Park by submitting
your own memorics, family his-
tory, photos or documents. You
can also help by joining the
B PHS. $5 2 year ($3 for re-
tired). You can also help by vol-
unteenng your time to join the
Executive Board, do interviews
o1 work on the archives and dis-
plays. Write 10 B.P.H.S. a1 1276
46th Street, Brooklyn, NY
11219,
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RABBI LEON SOLONCHE

Dear Dr. Kipusi.

Gur family moved to Boro
Purk, 415t S1.and 12 Ave.. about
1920. | siarted schoo) rhere at
Eiz Chaim Yeshiva, trom which
Twas praduated in 1929, Among
my classmates was Arlhur
Zwerling, who later became well
known as Jeff Corey, the Holly-
wood actor and drama cpach. 1
remember—Himmeifarb. the
tailor, nexi door;  bagel faciory
on the comer of 121h Ave.: and
following Wrubel's Coal truck
to gather pieces of coal thar
dropped. | still recall the
lgmplighwr]ighling the pas street
lights. Therg were very few apan-
ment houses a1 thal ime. Mosi
were delached houses and some
were semi-anached rwo family
homes, Cn 15th Ave.. Ihere was
an esiate thar ran from 49th to

501h, and on the corner of 50th,
there was a privale boarding
school

The Spewack family, who
lived nextdoor on 4 (st St., were
very helpful 1o our family. espe-
cislly 1o my late brother. Joe. He
Jearned the matiress business
from them. Mackta Brothers had
a shoe siore.

My father used to walk to the
Kalveria Schule on Manhattan's
lower Easl side 1o read the Torah
on Shabbos. Later we moved to
1420 50th S1.. and like our neigh-
bors, we had a phone. The house
was owned by one of the
Horowitz brothers. of Matzoh
fame. On 1the ground floor was 4
Schule, Shomrei Shabbos. where
my father became the Shammos
{Sexton). We lived on the upper
floors. This was a much more
alfluent neighborhood. 1 re-

member—an electric automo-
bile diven by a local woman;
luxurious Pierce Arrow cars

¢leaned apd cared for and
driven by chauffeuss in rac-
coon coals; and being the only

kid on the block who didn" gO
1o Summer camp or have a

sleep-in maid. contdonp 8§

Conitnued from Parc 2

On Friday nights. [ used 10
accompany my mother to
Temple Emanue] whenever
there was a new Chazan {Can-
1or) for a"“tryout,” and we heard
many of the "greats™ of the era.
My father used to take me to
hear Cantor Yosscle
Rosenblatt.

My older brothers and sis-
ters used to speak of Meyers
lee Cream Parlor, and Famous
Restavrant. I remember—go-
ing to the 55th St. El station 10
sec the bollet holes left by a
gangland shootout; the Univer-
sal Theater on New Utrecht
Ave,; open trolleys; and the
excavations for the Menorah
Temple.

We left Roro Park in 1929
On the comer where Yeshiva
Etz Chaim stood, there is now
ashoppingcenter.and precisely
under what was my eighth grade
ciass room. my daughter, Sara
Goldenberg, who lives in Bora
Park with husband and four
children. manages Copy Cor-
ner.

Since our retirement of 91/2
years ago, my wife and 1 have
been living in Jerusalem. We
have been hearing many tales
of a Boro Park 1 do not recog-
nize, and often remember the
communily as it was when 1
lived there, B.C. (Before
Chassidics).

We thank Rabbi Leon
Solonche for contributing 1his
interesing lemer.

JACK MANZAR

1 have no recollection of the
day in the latier part of Decem-
ber 1908 when] movedto Boro
Park.

How could I? [ was only a
year old when L, along with my
father, Louis, 3 middleman for
woolen fabrics, and my mather.
Betry, amilliner. moved 1o Boro
Park from East Harlem. § was

the first born child; my sisters
Sylvia and Dorathy were bom
while we were living in Bora
Park.

NITY NEWS JUNE 16, 1993 *

1n 1908, and for some years
after, the Jewish section of Boro
Park was located from about 37th
Street to about 43rd Street. The
majority of the Boro Park ponu-
lation was comprised mainly ol
Protestants with some Catholics.

My family's firss aparunent
was in a private house on 39th
Sucet between 12th and 13th
Avenues. Our next home was 2
ground fioor apartment in a row
house at 1338 42nd Smeet. Then
we moved to 1119 42nd Street.
where we rented the entire hiouse
at 1237 46th Streel.

Much Gf Boro Park was still
farmland when [ was a child,
There were farms in the 50'
streels between 16t and 18th
avenues and a farm on Fon
Hamilton Parkway between
Caton and Gravesend (now

McDonald) Avenues. These
farms had goais, sheep, and
horses. [ this semi-rural neigh-
borhood, when people went aut
during the day they didn't lock
their front doors — and there
were no burglaries! The side-
walks were paved but the gutters
were not, | remember horses and
carriages but I can'l seem to re-
call any automobiles. Of course,
it would not have been easy (o
drive a car in mud gutters.

There was an area called
McDougall Hitls (after the ~eal
estate developer who owned the
tand), located from about 43rd
Street 10 aboul 46th Street and
érom New Utrecht to 9th Av-
enue. A hill rase from New
Ulrecht Avenueicwards Sth Av-
enue. Afier a snowfall, chitidren
ook their sleds to the top af the
hillon9th Avenue and sliddown
to New Utrecht Avenue. There
were several ponds in Boro Park:
12speciafly remember apondan
49th Street and 10th Avenue,
where Maimonides Hospital now
stands.

133



134

I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlighbts
By; Dr. Philip 7. Kipust

Boro Park had many movie
theaters. In 1915, Isaw the silem
movie “Birth of a Nation™ 21 the
Eagle Theater, an open-aicmovie
house on 16th Avenue and 43rd
Street, directly across the stree:
from the present Montauk Jr
High School. In 1hose days of
silent movies, thealer managers
hired piano players who suited
their playing to the action on the
screen. Movies may have been
silent but attimes the pianoplay-
&1s generated quite a 1ot of noise
in the thester!

There were formesly many ice
crear parlors in Boro Park.
Morton Seligman owned an ice
cream parlor on 46th Sireet and
new Umecht Avenue, near the
Loew's 46th Stree1 Theater and
the Garden Theater. | remember
Schaeffer's Ice Cream Parlor on
131th Avenue and 451h Sireet,

1 recall when stores only ex-
1ended from 39th to 45th Steel
on 13th Avenue; private houses
occupied 13th avenve from 45th
Sireet 10 the 50's streets, On the
comer of 51st Street and 13th
Avenue there was a German-
Lutheran chusch (now the site of
the Dime Savings Bank). A po-
lice booth was jocated in front of
the Boro Park Clubhouse (de-
molished) on 131th Avenue from
50th Strest to 5151 Sueet; the
policeman responded 1o calls on
his bicycle.

My mother opened a hal siore
on 13th Avenue between 41st
and 42nd Steet, the first Jadies’
hat store in Boro Park. A hat
store was almost a necessily be-
cause ip those days a woman
never left her house without
wearing & hat. Mr. Helman Jater
became her tandlord.

Some stores came Lo the cus-
tomer, i d of the ¢

going to the siores. Fruit and '

vegetables were sold fromhorses
and wagons, as was fish. Milk-
men{Borden and Sheffield), with
theirhorsesand wagons, leftmilk
at cusiomers’ front door in the
early morning hours.

There was a Bohack's (one of
a large chain of grocery stores)
on the comner of Fort Hamillon

Parkway and 42nd Street, where
my motherbought groceries. My
mother also  palronized

Bashkowitz kosher butcher on
131th Avenue somewhere in the
low 40's soeets. She baught bread
and cake from Goldsiein's Bak-
ery. then locared an 13th Av.
enue between 44th and 45th
Stree1s. Weir Flarist's large
greenhouse occupied the cormer
of Fort Hamilton Parkway and
Gravesend (now McDonald)
Avenue.

The winter of 1917/1918,
when 1 was ten years old, was
very cold. World War I was in
progress and coal supplies were
low. (Houses were heated by coal
at that ime.) Because of lack of
heat, the water pipes froze in our
house and we were obliged 1o
honor ourrelatives with extended
visits. In 1918 a flu epidemic
raged in the U.§., brought back
from Europe ty returning World
War 1 soldiers, My mother and
my [wo sisters were very sick
but fornunately my father and 1
escaped the disease.

Originally bath the Culver
Line and the West End Line ran
on the ground. I waiched the
parade which was heid when the
West End Line was elevated in
1916,

! began my education in 1912

. at P.S. 164, 4211 14th Avenue

A few years Izter | was trans.
ferred 10 P.S. 131, 4305 Fort
Hasmilton Parkway. The princi-
pal was Mrs. Bartel, T atiended

P.S. 131 until the &1h grade and
then attended P.S. 160.5105 Fort
Hamilton Parkway. In preparo-
tion for my bar mitzvah in 1920,
1 attended Hebrew scheool at
Temple Emanuel, my father's
synagogue. The class was taught
by the shammas {sexion) Mr.
Schneiderman. Only bays stud-
ied Hebrew in those days

! was friendly withasonal the
well-to-do Lax family. wholived
in large privaie house on l4ih
Avenue, perhaps on 47th Street;
their house burned down abaut
1925. Another friend was the
son of Gintleman the barber, who
had his shop on 13th Avepue in
the low 40's sireets. My friend,
1eonard Druckerman, was the
son of a dentist, whose office
was on 13th Avenue bewween
461h and 47th Sireets.

¢ BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS JUNE 16, 1993

Dr. Fred Margaretten and his
optometrist brather, Elias, lived
in Boro Park. Dr. Kunin, Elias
Marparatten's father-in-law, had
his dental office somewhere on
48¢th Street. The Doctors
Margareiien were cousins of the
famous Margaretiens of
Horowitz-Margaretten kosher
foods, who aiso lived in Boro
Park.

A few years after | mamied
Rose, we moved to an apartment
house, 1528 49th Street. Rose
and I lived in that apanment for
over 54 years. This must be some-
thing of a record! Our children,
Kenneth and Barton. attended
P.S. 180 and were—as | was—
bar mitzvahed at Temple
Emanuel, my father's synagogue.

T was an accountant untii my
retirement, I am currently Presi-

dent of the Goldfaden Indepen-
dent Society of Baro Park. a so-

cial organization and burial so-
ciety. The Goldfaden Society
was formerly affiliaied with the
Knighis of Pythias. Both sociel-
ies mel at the Menorah Temple
50th Streer and 14th Avenuc
(now Bais Yaakov of Brook-
lyn). The Galdfaden Sacicly aow
meels in the Boro Park Progres-
sive Sypagogue. 1515 46th
Street. which synagogue joined
three yvears ago

Boro Park was a paod place in
which to live and bring up chil-
dren. )t was a place where a Jew
felt secure and could live with-
out fear of physical harassment
The halians and the Jews in Boro
Park always got on very well
together. Boro Park residents had
afeeling of being partof aneigh-
borhood group. That much has
not changed.

We thank Mr. Jack Manzer for
his interesting contribution to
the history of Boro Park. -

HELP PRESERVE BORO PARK MISTORY
You can help preserve the history
of Boro Park by subminting your
own memories, family histary,
photos or documents. You can
also help by joining the B.P.H.S.
for $5 a year (§3 for retired). You
can also help by volunteering your
time 10 join the Executive Board.
do interviews or work on the ar-
chives and displays. Wrile 1©
B.PHS. at 1276 46th Sweer,
Brook!yn, NY 11219, |
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights

By DR, PRIILLIP J. KIPUST

Dear Dr. Kipust,

For several years [ have been
following your fascinating col-
umn "' Remember Boro Park.”
Since my own BP memories go
back not quile as far as some of
your other contibutors®, [ have
hesilated to chime in. But now,
since many of us are feeling a
sense of nostalgia for the way
things were -— here goes:

Tn 1930, my family bought a
beautiful private house on 45th
Street beiween 17th and 16th
Avenues, where | grew vp and
lived until the mid-1950s when [
moved 10 Manhauan's Upper
West Side, yet always calling
49th Sireet “home.” Buils as far
as we could tel! around 1917 or
14, 1he house was kept beuli-
fully in its pristine stale b, .oy
family. never remodeled inw. a
mulli-family dwelling.

In those years, there was a lot
of porch-life. Air conditioning
was almost uvnknown, and on
warm summer nights we would
sit oul on our generous-sized
open porch in summer sofas and
arm chairs and the charming
glider-swing, conversing across
the driveways that divided adja-
cent houses with neighbors do-
ing likewise. We would all buy
tcecream from the itineram Good
Humorman (on abicyclein those
days) and once in a while some-
one would getthe "Lucky Stick™
whichentitlled youioa free Good
Hamor popsicle!

1 2ntered grade school a1 P.S
192 on i8th Avenue between
47th and 48th Streets; it was he
mid-30's and the heart of the
Great Depression. We were not
oblivious 10 the rise of the Nazis
in Germany, but hardly guessed

what this would portend in the
very near future, But we did hear

alotabout the little man with the
black musiache named Adolf

Hitler and on the radio would
contdon p. ¥

Cuatinued from Page 2

I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Ristorical Highlights
By: Dr. Phitip J. Kipust

hear him screaming to the Ger-
man crowds and they would
scream back "Sieg heil!” And of
course we would tune in devol-
edly ta every one of our Presi-
dent FDR’s speeches and fire-
side chats; in the waPm weather,
you could walk down the street
and hear his words coming out
of the radios in alkthe houses. He
and his eloguent voice were like
some father symbol to the whole
nalion at the time, at least 50 it
seemed to us in Brooklyn in the
Jate "30s and the war years of the
1940s. When he died, our family
wept for three days.

Atschoo), the ratio of ethnicity
among the kids was about one-
t0-one Jewish and Italian, witha
sprinking of Irish, Scandinavian,
and Polish. We all got along fine
except once in a while there
would be a silly ethnic slur which,
being kids, we didn’t ke oo
seriousty. Exceptwhen youmen-
tioned it later at home, mama
would get really mad.

Kiichen and household sup-
plies were often quite different
from today's, and they arrived
diffecently. Back in the Thirties
and Forties, milk was delivered
directly to the homes by drivers
in horse-drawn wagons by
Sheffield and Borden (we were
Borden customers). They would
leave our daily order on the back
porch (we had a small box with
a hinged cover for this). deliver-
ing it in the wee hours of early
morning. Sometimes you might
awaken through the night hiear-
ingtheclip-clopofihe milkman's
horse — 1 can still recall that
sound. On very cold winter morn-

ings there was the possibility of
the milk freezing and Mother
would usually be up especially
early to take the milk in quickly.

This was before milk was ho-
mogenized and the bottles had
long parrow necks so the cream
wonld rise 1o the wp and you'd
hitve 10 shake the boule il you
wanted the milk evenly distrib-
uted. The milkman would also
stop by once a week to collect
payment (no computers then!)
s0 one would get to know them
as neighborhood friends, like the
mailman. The companies
switched to motorized trucks a
few years after the war, and soon
there were no more horses trot-
ting through the night.

Fruits and vegetables were
usually bought from street ven-
dors on horse-drawn wagons, and
I also recall some that would just
push smaller cars. or pull them
by long handles— pushcart ped-
dlers, they were called. Some
specialized in potatoes, carrats
and onions, some in greens, and
there was always “the Banana
Man,” areal specialist. They had
individual streetcries; especially
memorable were “straw-BERR-
ies” and “ba-NAHN."

Another long-gone feature of
those decades were the street
musicians whoe would play
marches and walizes and old-

» favorite tunes for pennics we'd
throw orputinto a hat they would
pass around after playing.
Among them were some really
good old fiddlers, but the one
that brought us running down
the street was a one-man band
who played a harmonica and
accordion, scemingly each with
one hand, with a drum strapped
to one knee and cymbal to the
foot, which he would crash with
one or the other foot for accents.
Of course there were also organ-
grinders, some carrying the box
strapped over the shoulder —
different from the hurdy-gurdy
which could be quite large,
mounted on a cart and pushed -
from street to street. Dimly 1
recollect one of the organ-grind-
ers haying a little monkey in a
red cap who coliected the pen-
nies (pennies were worth some-
thing then). Mayor La Guardia
put an end to such entertain-
ment; he made the grind-organs
and hurdy-gurdies illegal and
soon they were all gone.



136

BORO PARK COMMUNITY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 1, 1993 +

Another charm of Brookliyn
sireet Jife for kids in the sum-
mertime and for us in Boro Park
was the travelling merry-go-
round, also horse-drawn into the
1940°s: | remember the horse
being white ordappled gray, and
the merry-go-round man re-
sembled 1he conductor Arturo
Toscanini. He would turn alarge
ciank that wouldrolatethe round
patform; mounted on il was a
circle of brightly colored smatl
carousel horses which he
strappedusinio, and for 3¢ you'd
gut a ride of several turns, o
jolly grind-organ music. in the
dappled sunlight filtering
through the streetirees, whichin
those days grew very dense and
formed a canopy of leaves over
the entire siréel, the circling
mermy-go-round along the curb
remains today a very happy child-
hood memory. 1 wonder if kids
playing Nintendo 10day enjoy a
similar thrill.

‘Thanks for the memories,
Brooklyn. Perhaps others may
share some of the same.

And thank you, Dr. Kipusi,
for stirring up cherished memo-
nes.

Sincerely yours, Teresa Sterne

Ed. - We 1hank Teresa Sterne
for her very lovely article and
memorics. It is an interesting

contribution 10 the history of
Boro Park.

Dear Dr, Kipust:

1amsecking childhood friends
of Alan Dershowitz that grew vp
with him in the Borough Park
arca. This is for a biography of
him for a New York publisher.

Icanbe reached collectal (703)
758-B191 most weekends. Orone
capwrile me a1 2010 Tunle Pond,
Reston, Va. 22091,

With advance thanks to the
people of Borough Park for their
cooperation.

Yours truly, Adrian Havill

Dear Dr. Kipust:

Re: Yourarticle 'l Remember
Boro Park”

You said you lived at 1864-
459th Sireer; well my family and
1 lived a1 1864 48th Sweet for
over thiny years {our backyards
faced each other). My father,
Viancent Bonomo, owned the
candy store on the corner of 48th
Street and 181h Avenue from
1949-1959. It was previously
owned by an older mao named
“Pops.” On the comer of 47th
Street and (8th Avenue was
Ruby’s candy store. I'm curious
o know if you remember this.

My mother still lives in Brook-
lyn, that is how 1 get the Boro
Park Newspaper.

Sincerely,

Ms. Vivian Zaffuto, Ozone
Park, NY

Ed. - We thank Ms. Vivian
Zaffuto for herinleresting leter,
1 do remember the candy stores
you mention but I'm sorry 1o
poinl out thal gur backyards did
not (ace each other since we both
lived on the cven sides of the
sireel.

Dear Sic,

1 have just heard thal you are
in possession ol historical
records of synagogues angd
yeshivol in Boro Park. ] am in-
terested in the records (between
about 1925 and 1955) of Con-
gregation Anshe Sfard which
assemmbled in the basement of
1he large synagogue on the cor-
ner of 14th Avenue and 45th
Street. My father and both my
grandfathers were members
there.

In addition, my fathes was a
member of the Goldfaden Asso-
ciation, which met on 14th Av-
enue and 48th Sieeen,

We lived on 441h Sireet and 1
went to P.S. 164, and then
Montauk Junior High Schoo).
There are many fand memories
of growing up in Brooklyn!

1 am interesied in obtaining
information on ihe synagogue
and on my family. Is there any
way in which such information
might be obiained?

The family names are:

Father: Max Elias
Koenigsberg
Grandfather: Abraham

Koenigsberg

Grandfather: Louis (Leibisch)
Leibowitz

1 look forward to your reply,

Yours sincerely, Ernest
Koenigsberg, San Fransisco,CA

Ed. - If any of our readers
know the above mentioned indi-
viduals or can supply any infor-
mation about them, please send
informationto this columnist and
we will bolh add it 10 our Bi-
chives and forward the informa-
lion 1o Mr. Koenigsberg.

meeting and writing this inter-
esling report.

Correction! In Lhe last issue
we omitled to thank Lucille
Posnerforthe interview and wrile
up of the article on Jagk Manza
Thank you Lucille for the very
interesting conuibution.

THANK YOU
ANCHOR SAVINGS BANK
The Boro Park Historical So-
ciely wishes to express its geati-
1ude to Anchor Savings Bank for
their community grant which
helped pay far the recent publi-

cationof Boro Park in the 1930°s.
Copies are available for mem-
bers.

YOU CAN HELP

You can help in the work of
preserving and publishing the
history of our community by
submitting your own memories
and family histories, by joining
the Boro Park Historical Society
(Dues:$5a year, $3 retired), and
by volunteering to join the ex-
ecutive committee of B.P.H.S.

Send material to Boro Park
Historical Society. 1276-46th
Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219
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Historical Highlights

By DR. PHILIP J. KIPUST

ANNUAL MEETING,
BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
JUNS" 7, 1993
Dr. Philip tipust. President,
welcomed altendees 1o the 9ih
annual necting and nolcd the
presence of Ira Kluger of the
Canarsie Historical Society. Dr.
Kipustsugpesiedthat people fin-
ishviewing the displays of candy
store memorabalia and early
- photographs of Boro Park after
the meeting.

Borough Park In The 1930's,

arecent publication of the Boro
Park Historical Sociely, wasdis-
tribuied. Dr. Kipust then asked
Lucille Posner to introducce the
guest speaker

Lucille Posner, Secretary, ob-
served that there are people who
research difierent areas of his-
tory Herb Preminger is prob-
ably the onlv person snecializ- |

inginthe history of candy storcs
Mr Preminger. who wriles ar-
ticles for sciemific and enier-
tinment journals, realized about
1978 thai candy stores would
soon be a thing of the past. He
drove theoughout the five bor-
owghs of New York City looking
for candy stores, from which he
bought his exiensive and unique
collection of candy store
memorabalia.
HERB PREMINGER
Mr._Preminger said thal candy
stores originaied with newspa-
per dealers, mosily Jewish, on
the Lower Easi Side. These men
also sold cigars, cigareites, and
candy bars st their newstands. In
order 10 increase sales, the mak-
ers of Eskimo Pie ( a chocalate-
covered ice cream pop) had sup-
ported 1he development of dry
ice, which was made of chemi-
cals and lasied langer than regu-
lar ice. Represcniatives ap-
proached newsdealers and asked
them 1o sel) Eskimo Pies a1 their
newsiands. They supplied a con-
13iner which held a supply of dry
ice and Eskimo Pies. When other

companics saw a way o pro-
mote the sale of their ice cream.

cont'd. onp. 8

Cumnued from Page 2

they gave low castiouns o news-
Jealers for 1he purpose of open-
ing candy stores at which thejr
brand of ice crcam {Breyers,
Reids, Hortons, eic.) would be
sold exclusively.

Selizer had its origin in East-

ern Europe so it wasonly natusal
for Jewish candy store owncrs (o
sell il by the glass. Then they
began 1o make their own fruit
syrup and, with the addition ola
spoonful to a glass of seltzer, the
eca of sodas began. To supply
this demand, syrup began o be
made commercially, including
chocolate syrup. When penny
candy was added lo the stock,
1he evalution of candy stores was
complete. Penny candy was 3
source of delight to children. L
was not unusual to sce a child
1ake an bour to decide which
candies he should buy with his
pennies!

Candy siores were open most
of the day, from dawn until late
at night. In order to be open such
long hours, acandy store owner’s
{amily was obliged 10 work in
shifis. The family usually lived
in an apartment behind or above
the candy siore.

Mr. Preminger described the
imporiant functions that candy
siores served in aneighborhood.
1n the carly days, beforc every-
one had a telephone, candy stores
took phonecalls for nearby fami-
Jies. A child who called some-
body 1o the phone received a
small tip. Candy stores were 2
hang-out for teenagers. They had
a juke-box; by inseriing 5 cemis
ina slot, a persen could choose a
record1o be played. Candy stores
were stable. They were open ihe
greater pan of & day, 12 momtis
of the year, excluding afew holi-
days. If a child went away for a
summer, he knew the candy store
wouldbe there when he retumed.

The Noor was thrown open for
a discussion period. Red Sitver
{whose hair is now white) had
owned a candy store on 48th
Street and 13th Avenve. He re-
calleg) that he opened his candy
store very casly in the moming
and worked fong inta the night.
Now retired, he has nightmares
about not waking up in time 1o
open his store! Several people
recalled their favorite Boro Park
candy swore.

Dr. Kipust thanked Mr.
Preminger for his interesting and
informative presenmiation, and
then called upon several mem-
bers of the Executive Commit-
toe 10 speak.

THELMA FOX, Membership
Chairman, recalled that she had
staried her schooling at P.S. 134,
18th Avenue and Ocean Park-
way, in the 1920"s. At that time,
children living in the vicinity of
50th Street and 17th Avenue at-
tendcd P.S. 134, P.S_ 192, 18th

Avenue, 37th to 48th Streer, was
still being built. Afierwards,
Thelma Fox was not allowed to
wansfer 10 P.S. 192 becouse al
1hai 1ime 1the Board of Education
didn'tallaw apupilio transfer (o
aschool whichasibling attended.
Mrs. Fox's sister attended P.S.
192. At fissi. P.S. 192 only had
classes up to the 3rd grade, to
allow some Montank Jr. High
School classes 10 occupy the
upper floors.

Thelma Fox commended
Jacque Friedman, President of
the Boro Park Community Coun-
cil for his action in saving Old
New Utrecht Road. Old New
Utrecht Road, the first road in
the Town of New Uwecht, was
created by Dutch farmers in the
1600's. In August 1776, the Brit-
ish landed a1 1the Narrows on
Shore Road. They marched down
Old New Uuecht Road to the
Tawn of Flatbush, where the
Battle of Long Island took place,
the first battle of the Revolution-
ary War, The road originally
began at 33rd Street and 18th
Avenue and ended at 36th Street
and Church Avenue. Little by
little over the years, houses were
built on Old New Utrecht Road.

e "]
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This resulted in most of Old New
Utrecht Roagd being oblilerated,
a process called demapping.
Becouse of demapping. O1d New
Utrecht Road now exists ohly
from 52nd Streer and 18th Av-
enue to 48th Street and 1h
Avenve. A few years ago, 3
nearby yeshiva wanted to builda
parking lot for their school buses
on Old New Uirecht Road, which
would have completely obliter-
ated the remainder of this his-
toric road. Jacque Friedman con-
vened a meeting of the Boro
Park Community Council to pro-
testthis action. Many people tes-
tified as 10 the historic impor-
1ance of Old New Utrecht Road
and the concern of adjacent prop-
erty owners, and to their credit,
the yeshiva backed down.
DARIO MAROTTA, Ar-
chives Chairman. spoke about
the electric buses which formerly
ran on 16th Avenue. The route

began on 62nd Street and New
16th Avenue, ending at

Cortelyou Road and Flatbush
Avenue. Two flexible poles on
the roof of an electric bus were
connecied to wires strung over
gutters. Unlike trolleys, electric
buses did not run on tracks in the
middle of gurters. This enabled
elecric buses (o move four or
five feet toward a sidewalk, al-
lowing passengers to enter and
exit more easily. Electric buses,
vnlike regular buses, did not have
a pasoline engine. And, unlike
trolleys, electric buses ran on
rubber tires instead of sieel
wheels. They \were less noisy
than volleys and, unlike regular
buses, gasoline fumes did not
poliute the air.

From 1932 10 1948, the only
electric buses in New York City
ren on 16th Avenue. In 1948,

four other eleciric buses were
added to the New York City tran-
sit system. En 1957, The New
Yourk City Trunsit System dis-
continued all eleciric buses.

LUCILLE POSNER ° cre-
tacy, observed ti saruch
Selevan, Research Chairman,
was sealed in the andience. She
commended Mr. Selevan for his
extensive and accurate rescarch
that resulted in the Society’s lat~
est publication, Borough Park
In The 1930°s. This publication
is available free 1o members. For
each 1930’s year there is a page
of contemporary newspaper ar-
ticles relating to Boro Park.

Lucille spoke of her school
days, (spelled d-a-z-¢) at P.S.
103, 14th Avenue, $3rd to 54th
Streets, the first school in Boro
Park. The first schoo) building
on the site was erected in 1889;
a back wing was added in 1898,
In 1206 the front building was
demolished. The same year a
new front building was erected
(sl in existence) and joined to
the 1898 back wing. The back
wing and the schoolyard were
recently demolished.

She recalled gazing out of
classroom windows at the Dutch
Reform Church across 14th Av-
enue (demolished) and day-
dreaming. The church building
was erected in 1902, although
the church itself dated back to

1868, when the area was farm-
land.

She explained that each class-
room had six rows of desks and
seats, bolted 1o the floor. Boys
and girls were always saparated.
Some teachers arranged three
rows of boys and three rows of
girls and some teachers alter-
nated the rows of boys and girls.

Most teachers were Inish in
those days, she pointed out. There
were some Protestant 1eachers
but very few Jewish teachers.

She recalled the recess period,
held in the schoolyard, weather
permitting. Recess was 1aken as
a class, boys and girls 1ogether.
Yarious singing games were
pPlayed, such as: Here we go loop-
de-loop, Here we loop-de-la, All
on a Saturday night: This is the
way we wash our clothes, wash
our clothes, So early Monday
moming. London Bridge js Fall-
ing Down; and The Farmer in
the Dell. This last game ended
with a child who was chosen to
be the cheese standing alone in
the center of a circle of his class-
mates.

BARUCH SELEYAN, Re-
search Chairman, commentedon
the publication, Borough Park
In The 1930's. Baruch Selevan
explained that the two dominant
events of the 1930°s were the
depression and the rise of Hitler.
He pointed out articles relating
Boro Park 10 these 1wo events.

JACQUE FRIEDMAN, Vice
President of the Boro Park His-
1orical Society, expressed appre-
ciation to the Society’s mem-
bers. Membership dues, he ex-

plained, cnable the Society to
research, pholograph, and pub-
lish the history of Boro Park.
Membership dues are $5 a year,
$3 a year for retirees, and $10a
_year for stores and organizations.
Without 1he support of its mem-
bers, the Boro Park Historical
Society could not funciion. {

Dr. Kipust thanked the atiend- |
ees for their alert participation -
and conveyed his best wishes 10
al) for an enjoyable summer.

Respectfully submitted,
Lucille Posner

Ed.- Wethank Lucille Posner.
an officer in the Boro Park His-
torical Society for her masterfut
job of taking the minutes at the
mecting and writing this inter-
esting report, -

Ed. The foliowing article was
researched and prepared by Mr.
B. M. Selevan, an officer of the
Boro Park Historicat Sociesy.
We thank him for his interesting
contribution.

CEMETERIES BORDERING
ON BOROUGH PARK

There are two cemeteries in
the vicinity of Borough Park,
Greenwood and Washington
cemeleries. Though thecemeter-
ies might not technically be
within Borough Park, neverthe-
less, due to their close proximity
to it, I feel it is appropriate 10 say
afew words about them and their
histories.

First, some background.

In the early days, burials of
city residents mostly took place
within city limits, whether in
church graveyards or elsewhere.
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As time went on, the growth
of cities, health concerns, and
Poitags other factors, brought
sbout 1he establishment of large
cemeteries outside city limits, to
which most burials shified.

Greenwood and Washington
cemeleries were both formed out-
side the growing city of Brook-
Iyn {today's downtown Brook-
lyn) in rural parts of Kings
County before the Civil War,
Greenwood circa 1838 and
Washington around 1850.

Since much has been writien
and is known about Greenwood,

especially comparedtorelatively |

obscure Washington cemetery. I
will nol say much about it here.
Many ‘celebrilies’ lie there.

Washington cemetery was
founded by Dr. James Arlingion
Benneti, head of the Arlington
Academy, in 1850. He livedina
mansion in the neighborhood of
18th Avenue and 60th Swreet. as
now laid outl (Brooklyn Eagle,
Feb, 25, 1924).

Ttseems that Washingion was
not envisioned to be a ‘Hebrew'
cemetery at firsy, though it Jater
became predominanily, almosi
exclusively, so. When it was in-
corporated on September 7,
]350. the population of Hebrews
in the area was not greal. An
advertisemen in the Kings
County Rural Gazette of April

29, 1876 s1ates “ihis cemetery is

beautifully located.. pariof it is
appropriated to Christians and
partto Israclites.” “Then. perhaps
in a reference 10 Greenwood
cemetery and similar places. it
continues. “The prices in some
of the cemeteries have goi so
high that they virtually exclude
the poor: but the poor shall have
respecilable sepulchre in this
cemelery, as well as the rich: as
graves can be obtained from $5
to $10 cach... As these prices of
lots are very low in comparison
with olher cemeterics, they will
be raised after some time."""The
names of the cemeiery Lrustees
under the advertisement contain
no idenifiably Hebrew names.

Soon afterward, a change
seemns 10 have taken place, Per-
haps thecemetery was not faring
well and a growing Iewish popu-
fation in the area was in need of
a burial ground. In Stiles’ His-
tory of Kings County of 1884 i1 |
is reported (hat "It has become
now almost exclusively a Jew-
ish burying-ground.” Cemetery
officials listed seem 1o be of
German-Jewish descenl, with a
connection to the past retained
in the form of Henry D. Bennett,
son of the founder of the cem-
clery, as superintendent.

Anotherchange overthe years
at Washington was enlargement
of the cemetery grounds. While~
the 1876 ad gives its size as 85
acres, Stiles in 1884 gives it as
100 acres, and The Eagle and
Brooklyn, an 1890's history.
gives ils size as 200 acres. An
attemnpt in 1915 to further en-
large the grounds was blocked
by opposition.

1 have been asked about the
streels that run through the cem-
etery (20th Avenue, Bay Park-
way, McDonald Avenue) if any
graves originally occupied their
territory and were moved to make
way forthem.I have come across
no mention of any such thing
and it seems unlikely that such
ocurred. A steet grid for the
area was mapped outin 1874, in
the cemetery’s infancy, and it's
vplikely that the problern ever
existed here.

In more recent years Wash-

- ington cemetery has sometimes

been in the news due 1@ neglect,
etc.. while Greenwood has be-
come a site for tours of the rest-
ing places of 'the rich and fa-
mous’. Those things are more
well known, though, than how
things were at the beginning.
Therefore my words here were
meant te try to 1eil a bisof how it
was ‘way back when’. Hope it's
been of inlerest.
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Dear Dy. Kipust.

] arrived in Boro Park in Janu-
ary 1931, due to my father’s
death. We were very poar — my
mother received widow's pen-
sion. She wanted to be near her
sister’s, who Jived in Doro Park,
in order to receive some help
from them. My favofite aunt was

cont'd. on p. 9

cont'd. fromp. 8

Frances and my favorite uncle
was Louis, they helped us a loras
T was growing up.

When arriving in Boro Park ]
first attended P.S. 131 on Ft.
Hamilton Avenue and 43rd
Street. After that [ attended
Moniaulk J.H.S. on 16th Av-
enue and 43rd Street.

Reading the articles inthe Boro
Park Community News brings
back memaories of Mantaulk
J.H.S. 1 recall several teachers
while I was a studentin Montaulk
~— Mrs. Friedman, Mrs. Zeeve
and Mr. Cheyette. We had a very
active baskelball team. As ! re-
call, Pershing J H.S_, located on

9th Avenue and 48th Street, al-
ways beat us. One year, haw-
ever, we beat Pershing and went
on to the championship to beat

Marshal ).K.S, Atthe time [ had
Me. ©O'Connor and Mr.
McKenna, whowasnew,as gym

teachers.
Lawcence Cuuid

Ed. We thank Mr. Cuomo for
sharing his interesting memo-
ries of Baro Park with us.

YOU CAN HELP

You can help in the work of
preserving and publishing the
history of our community by
submilting your own memaries
and family histaries, by joining
the Boro Park Historical Society
(Dues: $5 ayear, 33 retired), and
by valunteering to join the ex-
ecutive committec of B.P.H.S.

_Send material to Boro Park
Historical Society. 1276-46th
Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. £1219
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The photo below was taken on Jun 28, 1935, in the yard of
Academy (Yeshiva) Torath Emeth, then located at 1359-48th Street,
in a small private house. The entire student body of the school then
numbered approximately 35 ar 40 students. It operated to some
extent like the old one-room school house, with several grades
assigned 10 one classroom. The photo was danated by Shmuel
Goldstein of Golasiein Press, 16th Avenue and 46th Soeet, and we
thank him for it. Mr. Goldstein also supplied the names of the
students in thesphoto by memaory to the best of his ability.

Sitting L to R: 1-Handler 2-Raymond Betlin 3-Samuel (Shmuel)
Goldstein (of Goldstein Press) 4-Meyer Aronofsky (now a judge in
Jerusalem) 5-Rabbi Joseph (Yosef) Goldstein (now 2 principal in
Beth Jacob schoo!). 3

Standing L to R: 1-Jack Dreher 2-Moshe Roseh 3-Jack (Y ankie)
Parnes (O.B.M.) (grandson of the famous Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok
Parnes of Boro Park) 4-Abe Getzler (his father was president of
Cong. Anshet Sfard) 5-Solomon Goldstein (lives in Baltimore) 6-
Schleifer (his father had a buicher store in Boro Park) 7-Adler 8-
Shimon Aaron Simpson (his father Rabbi Simpson had synagague
al 1546-46th Sueet, stitl serving the community today) 9-Standing
back row, head only, Rabbi Daniel Goldstein, now county clerk of
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By DR. PHILIP J. KIPUST

SClHIOOL DAYS
Dear Dr. Kipust

Inthe mid-1930°s when 1 en-
tered first prade ("1-A™). our
neighborhend's public school
P.S. 192 on I8th Avenue at
ANh Siceet brought together
under one roof children of di-
\fe_rszczhnicnncesuyof:range
fairly represeniative of immi-
granmt America of the period
We_were mainly second gen-
eration Brooklynites. and our
¢lass of 48 girls and boys —
which stayed iogether, for the
mosi parl, for the six grade-
schpul YEArs = was a tixture ol
ltalian, Jewish. Irish. Polish, and
Scandinavian heritnge. (The
:n_u|(i-r:\cinlAfricnn-:\nnerlc;\n.
Hispanic. Asian- American. and
Arabic-American connunines
were then some miles and de-
cades away Irom putr Bora Park
enclave.) In our ciassrooms at
the s1a11 of each school day ., we
pledped allegiance 10 the
American Nag (alihough I think
many of us were garbling the
words). and in the schoo! audi-
lorif.lm where several grades
periodically assembled. we
sang "America the Beautitul”
und "My Couniry "Tis of Thee™
slong with children’s songs:
later, Foster’s "Old Black Joe™
and "My O!d Kentucky Home.™
Theteacher's harmonica appar-
enlly kept our young voices on
pitch,

The musty smell of chalk dust
and old wood perineates recol-
lections ol the firs) days of
school. which saw many young-
siers choking back fears at this
separation {rom hoime Buleven
the shy ones were quickly drawn
1o the dance pames “How Do
You Do. My Partner” and
"“Goocd Morning Merry Sun-
shine™ and the like. Later we
were led by 1eachers in mock-

- military “drills,”" beating 10y
dlrums and marching in forma-
uom.

Our teachers in that era were

alinost all female. There was
Mrs. Hinchey, known 1a be a
cont'd. onp. 8

Contwnued from Pape 2
rerror 1o the firsi-graders, and
the Downey sisters (the slimmer
one, Agnes Downey.adignified
jady and serious teacher, was
“ours” in grade 3-B), but my
¢avorite of al) was Edna Moose.
5 hearty woman with bulging
eyes and protruding teeth. anda
great sense of humor. a truly
memorable educalor. 192's
school principal atthat time was
Mrs. Conpor, a fearsome woman
with ¢lose-cropped, carval col-
ored hair and a formidable chest.
“Music Apprecialion” was
brought 10 us by Mrs. Mosrison
— she also played the piano for
assembly chorus practice = via
old 78rpm records and 2 small
wind-up phonograph, year after
year grinding the grooves of such
small chestputs as Dvorak's
Humoresgue, MacDowell’s To
a Wild Rose, and Rossini’s wil-
tiam Teil overture (“Hi-Y¢ Sil-
ver.” the boys would cackle).
Someone in charge at the Board
of Education had evidently de-
creed these pieces as MoOst suit-
able for young ears, and they
remained for more than on¢ gen-
eration the staples of New York
City's music educalion prograin
(now, alas, quite abandoned).
On the Jast day of school at the
end of June. it was a custom (o
bring the teacher bougquels of
the flowers then tlooming
around our homes or, for those
not blessed with gordens. a
home-baked cake. Along with
the joy of summer’s relense, 1
used 1o feel a lump in my throat
a1 these final little ceremonies.
Throughout those years, streel
games were a significant part of
children’s daily rouline after
school hours, from early spring
through fal!. The boys regularly
played street baseboll - this was
even before we all became rabid

ovember 30, 1993

Dadger fans in the Furties—and
491h Street in the Jate afiernoans
used 10 resonate with their ex-
cited shouts. We linile girls
bounced balls to alphabel
rhymes and ditties, skipped rope
(inc)uding"DoubkDutch").and
ployed a game called “'poisy”
for which you chalk-marked the
sidewalk with boxes numbered
uptotcn.ASIwﬂighldescended,
mothers’ voices would echo
along the street, calling us home
for supper. Then, in that van-
ished pre-television era, it was
schoo) homework and 10 bed.

Thank you, Dr. Kipust, for
providing this space for remi-
niscences, and for the opportu-
nity w share thein with heighs
bors, old and new.

Very sincerely, Teresa Stern

Ed.: We thank Ms. Teresa
Stern for her interesting contri-
bution to these columns and 1o
the history of Boro Park.

RABB1 BLECH

The history of the Blech fam-
ily.apmminen(Rabbinicalfam-
ily in Boro Park for the past halt’
a century, really deserves a full
and detajled aricle. Several
items have already appeared in
this ¢olumn about some mem-
bers of the extended family. and
undoubtedly others will appear
in the future.

A few months ago [ was able
to do a mini-interview with
Rabbi Shmuel Blech, who now
resides in Lakewood, New Jer-
sey. and was able to obuin the
following information.

His father and mother, Hersh
(RIP) and Lollie Blech first
moved 10 Boro Park in 1940.
They lived in Williamsburg for
a few months before that, after
fortunately escaping from the
European inferno. His parenls
moved to B.P. because his
father’s brather Moshe and wife
Sulka-lived in B.P. at the time.

His falher served as Rabbi in
the synagogue on East.3rd St. .

and Ditmas Ave. for about 15
years. Rabbi Pasternack (RIP)
Jater served as Rabbiinthat Shul
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untl his passing early this year.
Rabbi Bersh Blech then worked
in the Diamond business vnijl
his sudden passing in 1964.
Lollie Blech continued so live in
B.P. until 1983 when she moved
1o Lakewood, N.J.

Rabbi Shinuel Blech also
pointed put that his father's old-
es1 brother Moshe {RIP) was the
Rabbi in the Beth Medrash of
the Ocean Parkway Jewish Cen-
ter. Anoiher brothes, Robbi Ben
Zion Blech (RIP) was a Rebbe
in Yeshiva Toras Emes for many
years and 2 Robbi in the syna-
rogue on Clara Si1. Rabbi Ben
Zion Blech and his wife Gitel
and family firstcame 10 America
in 194). They wrived on the
treighter called Novemeor, alsa
known as the HellShip. Their
first apanment in Boro Park was
A14309 15th Avenue which was
urranged by his brother Moshe.
The family then moved 16351 3-
12th Ave.. close v the Clara Si,
Shul. Gite] still lives there.

Rabhbj Shmuel Blech pointed
oul 1that when be was a young-
sterthe Yeshiva Toras Emes did
nol have a kindergarien. There-
fore kindergarien-age children,
including himself, atiended Belh
Jacob scheol’s coed kindergar-
ten.

TO BORO PARK

HISTORICAL SOCIETY:

1 2am conducling a family his-
fory project and would greally
appreciaie the assistance of the
Boro Park Historical Society.
My grandfather, Rabbi (and
Canitor) Yaceb Hillman lived in
Boro Park with his wife Regina
(Ray)and children Zella Miriam
{iIny mother) and Moshe
(Merwyn) during the early
1940°s (probi bly 1942 or 1943).
He officiated at High Holy Day

services at 1he Boro Park Ca-

sinp. My motl.er anended P.S.
164 (probably yost 1940).
Although theie is little infor-
mation 10 go oa, 1 hope your
org‘ang’z:-n.tioa-winbe abletohelp

—~—Thanks in advai:ce for your an-

licipated anentivn and coopera-
lion regarding this manter.
Gary Fitleberg
Wesi Hills, CA 91307
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Please check synagogue
reconids and newspapers includ-
ing, bul not limited 10, Brogoklyn
Daily Eagle. Brooklyn Citizen
and Brooklyn Standard Union.

Ed If any readers have any
information aboit, or even knew,
Rabbi Hiltman, picase send that
information 5o this paper and
we will pass it on 10 the wrirer.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF BEING THELMA
(With apologies to Oscar
Wilde for paraphrasing the litle
of his famous classic novet.)

Dear Dr. Kipust,

I'wassitingin Amnon's Pizza
Shop on 13th Avenue, the other
day, when the woman seated
opposite me, called out “‘Hello
Toby,” 10 2 friand of hers who
hau just entered the store. After
they greeted each other and had
a short conversalion, the friend
walked over to another table. 1
remarked to the woman facing
me thal my name was “Toby"
100. And thereby hangs a tale.

Iproceeded 161¢eli her 1he story
connectedto my name.and when
I had finished, she told me thal it
would make an inleresting con-
tribution 10 the “I Remember
Boro Park™ column, especially

since T am on the Executive.

Board of the “"Bora Park His-
lorical Society.” So here goes.

1 was born at home in the
Bronx. When the doctor was
making out the Birth Certificare
he asked my mother what name
she wanted him 10 put down for
the new-born child. Evidenily
she pronaunced the name in its
*Yiddish™ sound, for he wrole

- down "“Taube," the way il came

oul phoneticaily in English.
Nowlhave 1o skipafew years

before 1 can continue with this

story, and ceach its conclusion.
My family moved to Boro

- Park when 1 was one year old

and welived at 161 6-46th Streer.
When 1 was just past five years
of age, we moved 10 4913-17th
Avenue. Thishouseissiill there,
althoughithasbeen altered quite
a bil, 10 ke. v up with the chang-
ing 1imes. We made the move in

Scplember, when 1 should have
been entered into kindergarten.
but my mother was expecling
another baby in December. This
fact, plus the additional work
involved in moving inioa brand
new house, prevenied her from
enrolling me in school, which
was silualed a lonp distance
away from my hame.

The school that the Board of
Education stated was the one for

my district, was P.S. i34, lo-
cated at 181h Ave. and East 5th
Street, one hall a block away
from Qccan Parkway. There
were no buses running on 18th
Ave., at that titme, nor was there
such athing as “'school-busing.”
Sp you can see, il was guite 2
distance for a 6-year-old to walk,
come home {or lunch, return to
school atierwards, and then go
buack 10 my house atter 3:0U
1 found out nuch later that the
Bourd of Cd had crred in send
ing me 10 aschool sofaraway. It
would have been so much nearer
and 1ime-saving for me to walk
to P.S. 103, which was situated
on 14th Ave. and 53rd St This
building no longer exisis as a
city-run school. ltisnow a girls’
Yeshiva owned by the Satmars
There js even a new building
whcrelhcyarduscdlobc.Wit.hin
a few years of my entering
{schoo!, P.§. 180 on I61h Av-
lenue and S6th Street opencd up
However, by that lime T was
practically ready o graduale
from the 6th grade and goto P.5.t
192 at 18th Ave. and 47th St.,.
which maintained a junior high
school on its upper Moors. Actu-
ally, this schoo! opencd up 4
year after 1 entered first grade
but 1 could not be transferced 19
it for two reasons. The “"Board
of Ed" did not allow a child ta
change 10 anather schaoal, even
though it was nearer to home, if
there was an older sibling at-
tending the same schocl. My
sister, Hilda Klein, wasenralled
inP.S. 134 at the same lime as [
Alsa P.S. 192 wen! from kinder-
garten ta the 3rd grade only.
When the-junior high schaol.
haused in the same building.
moved 1o 16th Ave, and 42nil
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SL.and beeame Montaak JHS. 1|
wals in the Tiest graduating class
from the 9th grade. It was afier
the JHS had moved our. that P S.
192 became a regular clemen-
l:llry school, with classes trom
kindergarsten to \he 61h grade.

“Now is the 1ime for 21l good
men to came 1o the aid of the
party.” or in other words, now is
the time for ne to continue wilh
my original siory, which 1 pul
on hold, afier 1the fourth para-
graph.

When 1 was 6 years old, my
mother took meto P S. 134 and
presented my birth certificate to”
the school clerk (as school sec-
relaries were then called) for
enroliment in the first grade.
What 100k place then, | have no
remembrance of, but can only
piece topether from the siory
my mother told me mony years
later.

The Irish school clerk (most
teachers and clerks were Irish at
that time) could not figure out
how to pronounce the name on
the birth cenifi cate (Taube).
SP'-c had never been presented
with a birth certificale bearing
that name. She therefore 100k it
upon herself to inform my

mother thal my name should be
regisiered us “Thelma™ and no
souner said than done. |, who
had always been called “Toby™
by my family, now had 10 learn
10 respond to borh names,

In school, on all my records
and vn atl the work | handed in.
Thelma Klein was my official
nomenclature, and in time, [
became used 10 the “Jovble stan-
dard™ so 10 speak. I was Thelma
to everyone except my closest
relalives. What does all1bis have
10 do with my living in Boro
Park? Read on and find out?

Baro Park was more provin-
¢ial in those days, more Jike a
suburb, s0 a name like Thelma
s100d out. One was more likely
10 hear the name “"Selma,” and
more ofien than not. that is how
Jaany people refermred to me.

However, | could console my-
self, knowing thece wasa movie
star named "Theima Todd.”
How many of you remember
her? On the other hand, there
was alsoan actress named "Toby
Wing.” You old-timers or you
young aficionados of old-1ime
movies may recall these names.

1 thought T had it all straight-
ened out - I'm Thelma in school
and Thelmaor Toby in my neigh-
borhood. But then came the day
ofreckoning. When Fwas gradu-
ating from Hunter College, with
teaching as my goal, 3 nolice
was sent to each senijor saying

“now is the time for you 10 de- -

cide what vou want your legal
name 1o be.” | had to weigh the-
pros and cons of the three names
- 10 keep Taube as it was written’
on my binh cenificiie, or 10
change my name 10 Toby or o
Thelmua, which was the name
that appeared on a)) my school
records. 1didn't like Taube per

se. bui rather preferred Toby,
spelied this way. However, this
name would have meani that all
my school records, and believe
me 1here was a mound of them,
.would have 10 be changed. and
in the process some very impor-
11ant papers would probably be
Jost. Also, | still would have to
change legailty from Taube to
§ Toby. Which name did 1 really
want? "Is a puzziement,” as Yu)
Brenner, the actor, said in the
'movie “The King and 1.7

It didn't take me long to de-
«cide. 1 had my birth cestificaie
legally changed to Thelma,
which left all my school records
intact, and it was the coflege
which 100k care of all the legal
work involved.

If you were me, which name
would you have chosen and
why? Maybe one of the other
names would have changed the
course of my life! Butas Romeo
said. "What’s in 2 name? A rose
by any other name ete” 1 would
Jike a response from some of
you readers which name you
would have chosen.

And to think that this 1ale was
writien all becagéc of a chance

mao.onp.- ¥

cont'd. from p. 8

1 REMEMBER BORO
PARK
Historical Highlights
By Dr. Philip }. Kipust

‘oanark Made in a pizza store!
Sincerely, Thelma (Toby
Klein) Fox

Ed. We thank Thelma (Toby}
Fox, an officer of the Boro Park
Historical Society for her inter-
esting comribution.

CONTRIBUTE
YOUR MEMORIES AND
FAMILY HISTORY

You can helpin this projectof
researching, writing, and pre-
serving the history of this com-
munity by submitting your own
family history and memories of
Boro Park. You can also help by
becoming a member of the
B.P.H.S. for $5 per year (33 for
retired) and $10 for organiza-
tions, schools and businesses.
Send all materials to: Boro Park
Historical Society, 1276-46th
St., Brooklya, N.Y. 11219,
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights

By Dr. Phitip ). Kipusc

Dc!a.r Dr. Kipust:
wonder how many other seni
Boro Parkers still rcgall the Sc;:::
photqgrapher who used (10 come
F:(::]lkmg along the curb leading a
.;kc pony. To bave onc’s picture
¢n astride thai pony was a major
event, ofien the highligi: of a
Chl'd"s Ssummertime. In snapping
:]’:,ec‘l,(‘cr:;l:,;:: ihmogmphcr wauld
cloth. Mapior encath 2 big black
Q!hcr ANh-Strest charms of the
eraincluded the scissors - and knife-
grinder, a great travelling service;
the grinder-man signalled his ap-
proach with a silvery gong as the
Wwagon moved slowly along Lhe
slrct,:f. And there was the “junk-
kman —Iheoriginal re-cycler (bro-
€n Loys, furniture, appliances. all
were worth something in 1hese De-
:7:;‘5;:' t:lr; ::';ysb). whose presence was
3 r inkli
e Y ow of 1tinkling

coms'd onp. 8
{1 Remember Boro Park continued from p.2)

‘And still another special memary
isthat of the itinerant *'Fuller Brush
Man.” a kind of early version of
today’s "Avon Calling.,” who
would make periodie visits 10 the
house. The classic Fuller hair
brushes, and otber brisily prod-
ucis, became siandard accessories
in our hovse

. Neighborhaod shops of the This-
lies and Forties have lef a lifelong
Impression, alihough nonc of them
€xists loday. Long pone are the
Ebinger bakery shops (the one near-
€5110 use was on 1 8th Avenue neay
MeDonald). Who of that Brooktyn
generation will farget theic deli-
caie coffee rings, the lady-fingers
andbirthday cakes, and their Char-
Io}le Russes - sponge cake 10pped
wn!\ whipped cream and a mara-
schino cheery, a)) held’in a little
{onnq.sealloped container (youate
llWh.llc walking, jus1 as you would
eatajelly apple.) The Ebinperchain
closed same time in the 1960°s, |
believe.

We had, in fact, always
bought our important breads. the
challahs and a great pumpernickel
with caraway seeds, on 18th Av-
enue near 46th Street av a bakery
called, | think, Kay's. Near there
was an ice-cream parlor run by the
Myers family who made their own
ice cveam, and at the corner of 461h
Streel (now a laundromal) stoad a
deticatessen where the big reat
was 10 order 3 plate uf franxfurters
{nol yel called “hot dogs™)} with
sauerkraut. Candy stores douved
nearly every sireet corner. Besides
selling newspapersand peanycan-
dies, ihese family proprieters also
made ice-cream sodas and epg
creams (which contained peither
epgs nor cream, but rathes choco-
Jate syrup, milk, and selizer). There,
one also bought comic books.
which were quile new in Lhose
Jdays. My own favorites were “Tip-
Top Comics"” and the brand-new,
exciting "Superman.”

On 16th Avenue, at the corner of
49th Street T remember an old-
fashioned grocery store that was
run by a kindly Mr. and Mrs.
Reimer (he was a stoul, moon-
faced man). Between 50thand 5 st
Street there was a fine old uphol-
sterer, # Mr. Raim. And on that
same block was Sam Spicgelman’s
butcher shop where mama pre-se-
lected our chicken for the
weekend's soup; she preferred ihe
black-feathered ones, which she
found more tender and flavorful.
Cooper*s “appetizing" siore, at the
50th Streetcorner where Bochner's
gprocery pow stands, was a place
fragrant with pickles in open bas-
rels, from which you selected the
fattest one within ceach. Sawdust
covered the wooden floor, and there
were preat open bins along one
wall Glled with all sons of old-
fashioned candies individvally
wrapped in shiny metallic paper in
a rainbow of colors, plus goid and
silver.
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There 100, one encountercd
Jox (10¢ a tb. then) and bagels
(smaller and drier than today’s
version), which we would buy for
Sunday brunch, a very happy time.
The Windsor Taxi Service on 16th
Avenue between 49th and 50th
Streels way a group of friendly
fellows (two of them named Joe)
who drave us lo concerts and the
thealer if we necded 10 ravel late,
and sometimes even 10 “the coun-

iry” in summer.

Mr. Resnick, the pharmacist at
4%th Street and L6th Avenue, was
our Jocal wise-man, and his shop
was a neighborhood gathering
place for its old-styde health and
beauly producls and doctors” pre-
scriptions being filled from grest
jars of jewel-colured liquids, 3s
well as for friendly advice in medi-
cal and family emergencies, His
successar Frank Gayer, together
with his pharmacist wife, Amalia,
maintdined the store well into Lhe
1980's (eventually moving one
doar away (ram the corner). When
the Gayers retired, Lhe pharmmacy
colsed and, in its place, there is
now a shoe store and a gift shop.
These devoted families took their
work very seriously, and they were
a mainstay of the community.

The markets and shaps of 131h
Avenue were still anoither world,
especially in the years of the push-
cart stands and sireet vendors pre-
ceding the La  Guardia
administration’s construction in
1939 of the enclosed market at
3%th and 40th Swects. It was a
wondrous bazaar of oid-European
folkways. some of whose details [
may try to recount another day,

Thank for the memorics, Boro
Park!

Sincerely,

Teresa Sterne

Ed We thank Ms. Teresa Sterne

for hervery interesting article and
contribution to this project. Mx.
Sterne has recently joined rite Ex-
ecutive Board of the Bora Puark
Historical Soctety.
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Leslie Grosshandler

We recently had some Kitchen
cabinetsinsuiled by Jo-Lyn Kilch-
ens on McDonald Ave. The instal-
laion was done by the owner's
father Leslie Grosshandier who
lurned out 1o be on ald time Boro
Parker.

Mr. Grosshandier told me that
his father Murray and mother
Beatrice Margolins were married
in 1916 in Boro Park, They were
mafried in the then Park Mansion
on the comer of 16th Avenue and
451h Street. That hall was recently
renovated and is now used as s wig
salon and hait ... by Georgie.
In addition, the second Nuor is
used 2s a catering hall ogain.

After their marriape 1he
Grosshandlers mavedto 1425-56th
Swreet from the Bronx. They laer
moved to )61h .avenue and S6ih
Street in the corner apartment
house. Leslie was born in Boro
Park in 1926,

Buddy Hacketlived onthe block
near them, on 56th Sureet between
15th and 16th Avenue. Leslie re-
members when as a young boy
Buddy Hacket wanited to beat him
up, and a grouwp of his friends pro-
tected him.

Leslie’s father had a plumbing
store on 55th Street, between 12th
and 13th Avenues, right after the
carner store on 13th Avenue. His
pariner in the business was Sal
Kaplan. Lesli¢ often worked with
them as an assistant plumber while
he was growing up.

Leslie and sister Muyriel and
brother Arthur were born in Boro
Park. Leslie was born in his house
and his grandmother helped de-
liver him: He attended a vocationa?
high school called Brooklyn Spe-
cialty Trades, which was then lo-

cated in the top two floors of the
-school (now P.S. 192) on 18th
Avenue and 48th Street. When he
was 16 his family moved to 1845-
50th Streer.

Oneofthe people Leslieremem-
bers in Boro Park was Jerry
Grossbard, who lived on 45th Street
(between 14thand 15th Ave.). Jerry
had a handicap on his hand ond
wasn’taccepted into the army dur-
ing the draft of WWIIL. He did
serve in the merchant marines.
Leslie remembers that Jerry was
always selling merchandise. He
staried Qut as a delivery boy for
Pearlman’s Pharmacyon 18th Ave.
and East2nd Strect. Helater opened
a small jewelry manufacturing
business, married a girl named
Honey, and named his business
Honora Jewelry. He concluded by
saying that Jerry recently retived o
multi-millionaire.

Leslie volunteered for the army
a1 ape 17 and was discharged in
1946. He married Kate Rubenstein,
2 Boro Park girl, in 1947, and
moved 10 Midwood area, 66th
Street, in 1948,

Dear Dr. Kipust,

i was raised most of my young
years in Boro Park, a suburb of
Brooklyn, New York.

1 remember the trolley and the
bus tha 100k me 10 New Utrecht
High School, when ) gradualed
Montauk JHS in 1955. 1remember
only bad times :n junior high
school,

My neighburhnod was very nice.
Allmy gang “hung out,.” Adrienne
Mendelan, my very best friend
since 1 was thirteen, and my other
friends Ellion Kaplan and Jack
Ruditz,

February 16, 1994

1 remember the Windsor Mov-
ies, and the Culver Movies, where
I got dishes every time my iticnds
and I went to the movie, For the
price of admission, 1 received 2
dish. Pretty soon 1 had acquired a
whole sel, and adote with the ushqf,

[ moved away from Brook!yn in

1963, when I got maried. t then
lived in Long Island. Who knew of
Long Island in those days. even
though it is nat kong apo. The wife
went where the husband had his
job, never mind about ber. | had to
find my way around by mysell.
Mostot'the time | was very lonely,
my husband was ot wark all day.
and I had 1o find my way by my-
self. Which 1 did. 1 found a jobin
the neiphborhood as a receplion-
ist, paying about $30.00 pes week.
Somehow we managed.

Now thirty years have gone dy.
and the saying "whot goes around,
comes around” is true. ! have
moved back te Boro Purk, and fam
very happy to be living in a won-
derful, safe neighborhond.

Helena Singer

Ed.: We thank Ms. Helenu Singer
Sfor herinteresting memories of the
communiry. Helenu hus recently
Joined the Executive Board of the
Boro Park Historical Society.

Annual Report of the Bore
Park Historical Sociely

The unnual reportof the B.P.H.S.
isnow being mailed 10 members of
the society, Weurpe them inrenew
their membership now for 1994,
Current and old residents of Boro
Park are urged to join as members.
Dues are very nominal, only $5 per
year for individuals ($3 for retired
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights

By Dr. Philip ). Kipust

OLD BORO PARKERS UNITE

Lrecently (February 20, 1994)
atended a wedding at which two
old time Boro Park families were
united in wedlock. The bride,
Stnindy Kornfeld, a grandniece of
this columnist, is a fifth generation
Boro Park resident. Her geeat, great
grandparents, Elias and 1da Kipust
(RIP), first moved to Boro Park at
1864-49\1h St. in 192). Her greal
gl_audpalcn[s, Max and Fannie
Kipust (RIP) conlinued 1o live at
thal address vntil 1972,

The bride's grandparents, Ber-
nard (Pinchus) and Shirley Frankel,
now live at 1532-41st S1. The
bride’s parents, Nachurm and Fraidy
Kornfeld, live at 1560-481h SL.
Nachum Kornfeld is one of the
ownersof Simcha Graphicat4311-
15th Ave.

. The graom, Shloime Weissman,
|sa.lsoaﬁ{thcn=ra|ion Boro Park
tesident, His great, great grandfa-
ther, Yecheskel Hendel (RIP)
moved to Boro Park with children
and grandchildren in 1926 from
Amsterdam, N.Y. Their first rest-
dence was at 1365-43rd S1. The
groom's great grandparents,
Zundel and Hinda Hendel (RIP),
were propri¢tors of a small gro-
cery store firstlocated at 131 £-43rd
St. and then at 13 18-444h St. They
were among the first owners of
Sabbath Observant stores in this
community. The groom's grand-
parents, Jack and Murial Steinmetz,
lived a1 1636-53rd St. until they
moved to Jerusalem, Israel, where
they now reside. The groom’s par-
ents, Hiltel and Esther Weissman,
now live in Toromo, Canada. The

| REMEMBER... con't rom pg. 2
groom's other grandmother,
Rivkah Gartenhaus, a Boro Pask
resident, livesal 1626-53td 5t. The
groom has been Jiving and attend-
ing yeshivosin Boro Parkinrecent
years and Aow aliends Yeshiva
Toras Chesed at 3506-16t Ave.
The young couple n0W live in the
apartment building al 1440-54th
o

As we Jook forward, please G-d,
to a sixth generation of Boro
parkers we wonder if there are any
other fifthor sixth generalion Boro
Parkers now living in this commu-
nity. If there are, we would like 10
hear about them from our readers.

BORO PARK TRIVIA

The following are SQmMe briefl
items about Boro Park that have
come 1o Our atiention:

Atthe recent COJO of Boro Park
Dinner, on Sunday March 6. 1994
at the Royale on MeDonald near
Ditmas Aveaues, three of the
speakers began their speeches by
proudly proclaiming some Boro
Park connecbon. Public Advocatc
Mark Green, proudly announced
that he was born in the §sracl Zion
Hospitol, now Miamonides Mcdi-
cal Cenier.

Congressman Jerrold Nadler also
proudly announced that he was
born in the Isracl Zion Hospital.

Sheldon Silver, speaker, New
York State Assembly, and recipi-
ent of the State Leadership award
at this Dinner prondly announced
his connection 1o Boro Park
through his brother Dr. Joseph Sil-
ver, who is a medical doctor at
Miamonides Medical Center and
has his office a1 4901 Ft. Hamilton
Plowy.

'EEEEERERER
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Rabbi Isract Schorr, wasinstalied
as Rabbi at Temple Beth El - 15
Ave. & 48 St. in 1937 and sull
serves in that position, He first
came to Boro Park in 1927 when
he was cngaged to serve as Rabbi
at Cong. Beth Israc) at | 1th Ave.
and 56 5t. He has thus been serving
as a spiritval leader in the Boro
Park community continuously for
the past 67 years. {b.a.h.)

Rabbi Glazer served as Rabbi al
Temple Beth El from 1936-37.
Temple Beth E} had no afficial
Rabbi before thattime. There were
discussions about engaging Rabbi
Gold for that position bul it never
mateniatized.

PR R -

Peter Kalikow, former owner of
the N.Y. Post. once lived in Boro
Park and attended servicesat Cong.
Shomer Emunah at 14 Ave. & 52

St.

Mr. M.G., who daesn’t want his
pame mentioned, said he movedto
Boro Park in 1949 and related sev-
eral memorics:

The Goldstein family, owners of
Goldstein Bakery, then located at
5011-131th Ave, (now Weiss Bak-
ery) lived in the comer house =
47th St.and 14th Ave. where Cong.
Munkatch is now located. Across
the street, where Machzkei Tal-
mud Torab is now located, was

then a parcel of vacant land. The
apartment house at 1327 - 461h SL
was the last apartment building
built in Boro Purk before World
War 117 It was actually completed
during the war, with special per-
mission of government officials,
while some tenants were alseady
living there.

PR IR R -
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The Mikvah Israel of Boro Park
at 1351-46th St. is located on Lhe
property where the Unsdorfer Rav,
Rabbi Horowitz, previously lived
and where he started the Beer
Shmuel Yeshiva.

LR O N N O S N )

On the comer of 461h 5t and
14th Ave., wherethe Beth Jacobof
Boro Park is now located, there
was a very old large house, The
house had approximately 15rooms
and 2 basement for storing ice.
People said it was builtin the mid
1800’s and owned by a farmer who
stored ice in the basemeni. The
house was vacant for a tong period
of time and children referved to it
as the "haunted hovse”™. Mr. M.G.
said that he sometimes walked 10
that house with his children on
Saturday aflernoons. The children
loved 1o run through the house and
hide in the different rooms.

LK B R N O B N ]

Rabbi Hersh Rosenhan of
Monsey, N.Y. said he first moved
to B.P. in 1967 from Boston. He
obtained a teaching position in the
Yeshiva of Eastern Parkway then
located on Church Ave. His first
residence in B,P. was at 1248 -
45th St He antended services atthe
YeshivaShaarel Y osher which was
then localed at 14th Ave. and 43rd
Su. His boys first attended the Ye-
shiva Bais Yitzchok which was
then Jocated in the old Agudah
building at 4511-14th Ave. and
then atiended the Stoliner Yeshiva
on 18th Ave, and 54th St. His
dauvghters auended Tomer Dvora
school.

Rabbi Rosenhan served as
rmashgiach in the Beth Medrosh of
Rabbi Palor’s Yeshiva, M'kor
Chaim, for two years from 1971-
73. The family moved out of Boro
Park to Monsey, N.Y. in 1973,
after the Yom Kippur War in Is-
rael,

L

CORRECTION

Sometechnical problems resulted
in a mixup and deletion of part of
an article by Teresa Sterne which
was printed in our Feb. 1994 col-
umn. Therclore, with apologies 1o
Ms. Sterne end our readers, we are
reprinting the article in its entirety:
LA B BN N N 2
Dear Dr. Kipust:

1 wonder how many other senior
Baro Parkers still recall the sureet
photographer who used 10 come
walking along the curb leading a
little pony. To have one’s picture
taken astride thal pony was a major
event, often the hightight of a
chil@'s summertime. In snapping
the picture, the photographer would
duck his head beneath a big black
cloth. Magic!

Other 49th-Street charms of the

era included the scissors and knife
grinder, a great iravelling service:
the grinder-man signalled his ap-
proach with a silvery gong as the
wapan moved stowly along the
sireet. And there was the “junk-
man” — the original recycler
{brokentoys, furniture, appliances,
all were worth something in (hose
Depression days), whose presence
was announced by a row of tin-
kling cowbells sirung across the
horse-cart, Even more of a special-
ist was the “old-clothes man,” the
one I recall went on foot and car-
ried 3 bulging sack over his back,
calling out in a soft, high-pitched
voice, “ole-clo, ole-clo.” He must
have had a rival, because some-
times a $ronger voice rang out on
the sucet: “1 CASH CLOES!™
Probably the bestremembered way-
elling merchant of that time was
the ice-man delivering huge blocks
of ice for the means of refrigera-
tion for daily storage of peiishable
foods, The fun for kids was 1o
follow the ice truck and plead for,
and be given, "2 piece of ice lo
suck.”
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This was easily granied, as
fragments would always chip oft
when the delivery men bauled inlo
each customer's house the giant
chunk, carried with large iron 1ongs.
And still another special memory
is that of the iinerant “Fuller Brush
Man,” a kind of early version of
today's “Avon Calling,” who
would make periodic visits 10 the
hovse. The classic Fuller hair
brushes, and other brisdy prod-
vcts, became standard accessories
in our house.

Neighborhood shops of the Thir-
ties and Forties have lefia lifelong
impression, although none of them
exists today. Long gone are the
Ebinger bakery shops (the onenear-
est 1o us was on [Bth Avenue near
McDaonald). Who of thal Brooklyn
generation will forget their deli-
cate coffee rings, the lady-fingers
and birthday cakes, and theic Char-
Joite Russes— sponge cake 1oppet
with whipped cream und a mara-
schino cherry, all held in a liule
round, scalloped cardboard con-
tainer (you ate it while walking.
just as you would a jelly apple).
The Ebinger chain closed some
time in the 1960's, T belicve, We
had, in fact, always bonght our
important breads, the challabs and
a great pumpernickel with cara-
way seeds, on 18th Avenue necac
46th Street at a bakery called. |
think, Kays. Near there was an ice-
cream parlor run by the Myers
family who made their own ice
cream, and at the cosner of 46th
Street (now a laundromat) stood 2
delicatessen where the big weat
was 1o order a plate of frankfurters
{not yei called “hot dogs") with
sauerkravt. Candy stores dolted
nearly every surcetcornes.
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Besides
selling newspapers and penny
candy, these family proprietors also
made ice cream sodas and egg
creams{which comain neithereggs
nor cream., but rather chocolale
syrup, milk and selwzer). There,
one alse bought comic books. My
own favorites were “Tip Top Com-

ics" and Ihe brand new exciting
“Superman.”

On 161h Avenve, at the corner of
49th Sueet, 1 remember an o}
fashioned grocery store that was
runbyakindly Mr. and Mrs. Reiner
(he was a stou1 moon-faced man).
Between 50th and 51st St., there
was a filne oid vpholsierer, a Mr.
Raim. And on that same block was
Sam Spicgelman's buicher shop
where Mama pre-selecied our
chicken for the weekend soup. She
preferred 1he black feathered ones,
which she found more 1ender and
flavorful. Cooper's *“appetizing”
slore, as the S01b St. corner where
Bochner’'s Grocery now stands,
was aplace fragrant with picklesin
open barrels from which you se-
lecied the fanest one within reach.
Sawdvstcovered the wooden DNoor
and there were great open bins
atong one wall filled with all sors
of ald-fashioned candies individu-
ally wrapped in shiny metallic
paper in a rainbow of colors, plus
gold and silver. There 100, one
encountered lox (10¢ a Jb. then)
and bagels {smaller and drier than
today's version), which we would
buy for Sunday brunch, a very
happy time. The Windsor Taxi
Service on 16th Avenue between
49th and 501h Streets was a group
of fricndtly fellows (1wo of them
named Joe} who drove us 10 con-
cens and the theater if we needed
to travel late, and sometimes even
10 “the country™ in susnmer.

Mr. Resnick, the pharmacist at
49th Sueet and 16th Avenue, was
our local wise-man, and his shop
was a neighborhood gathering
place for its old-style health and
beauty producis and doctors' pre-
seriptions being filled from great
jarofjewel-colored liguids, as well
as for friendly advice in medical
and family emergencies. His suc-
cessor Frank Gayer, together with
his pharmacist wife, Amalia, moin-
tained the store wellintothe 1980°s
{eveniually moving one door away
fromthe corner). When the Gayers
retired, the pharmacy closed 404,
in its place, there is aOw 3 shoe
store and a gift shop. These de-
voted families took their work very
seriously, and they were a main-
stay of the community.

The markets and shops of 13th
Avenue were still another world,
especially in the years of the push-
cart stands and sireet vendors
preceding the La Guardia
administration’s construction in
1939 of the enclosed market at
39th and 40th Streets. Jt was 2
wondrous bazaar of old European
folkways, some of whose details 1
may Iry to recount another day.

Thanks for the memories, Boro
Park!

Sincerely.

Teresa Sterne »

Ed. We thank Ms. Teresa Sterne
for her vary inieresting article and
contribution to this project. Ms.
Sserne has recently joined the Ex-
ecutive Board of the Boro Park
Historical Society.
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THANK YOU BROOKLYN
UNION

The Boro Park Historical Soci-
ety exiends its appreciation and
thanks to Brooklyn Union Gas for
is generous prani to the society.
The grant money witl be used for
the maintenance and expansion of
its archives. Thank you Brookliyn
Union.

YOU CAN HELP

‘You can help preserve, record
and publicize the history of this
community by joining and by <ub-
miting your own memories and
family history. Send to Boro Purk
Historical Saciety, 1276-46th St.,
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219,
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical High!i&!}ts

¥y DR. PHILIP: J. KIP

BELLE DE
GAMBARO

fn 1906, the recently established
congregation of Temple Beth-El
hired my father to build a syna-
gogue. Completed in 1506, the
synagogue is still standing at 4022
12th Avenue but is now occupied
by Congregation Anshe Lubowitz.

The previous year, 1905, my Par-
ents, Tecla and Vito De Fino, and
their children had moved from
Manhatuan to the house they had
recently bought op 39th Street and
i0th Avenue. The West End train
fan nearby on ground leve) wacks.
fn 1915, when constructon of el-
evated tracks for the West End Line
began, the New York City Transit
Avuthority bought my parents’
house and demolished it 1o make
room for the new elevated struc-
lure,

My father, as [ indicated, was a
builder. With the moncy he re-
ceived from the sale of his house,
my father buit a new house a1 1121
'35111 Streer. My parents moved
into the new house in 1916, in time
fer me to be born a1 home., ! was
my parepts’ 12th child; my sister,
Teresa, the 13th and last child in
my family, was born two years
later, also at home.

There was only one other house
on our block when 1 was a small
child. Thisty-sixth Street, from
- Chester Avenue to Dahill Road,

was al) farmtand. Empty Jols sur-
. founded our house. Thirty-sixth

Street was still called by its origi-

nal name, Martense Lane, after the

Duich farmer who lived on

Martense Lane and 14th Avenue.

Marnense Lane, a narrow, dirt road,
.was the dividing tine between the
old Duich towns of New Utrecht
and Flaibush.

FINO

1 My father built a stable next to
| our house for the horses and wag-
ons which he used in his construce

tion business. My mother had her

own pony that pulled a small, open

cart with two or three 5eais, which
she used 1o shop on 13th Avenue.
She patronized an Italian bakery on

39th Steet and 13th Avenue and
an Ttalian butcher on 38th Strect

cont'd.onp. 8

and 13th Avenue. Not all food was
sold in stores, however, | remem-
ber the fishmonger who came
around with his horse and wagon
on Wednesdays and Fridays; fruit
and vegetables were sold by men
wilh horses and wagons. Fruit and
vegerabtes were also sold from
pushcarts which were lined vp in
the guiter, next to the curk, on 131h
Avenue from 39th Sweet ta 41st
Street.

Mr. Barrons, a Dutch farmer,
lived in a nearby farmhouse with
his family. Tommy and Veronica
Barrons were friends of mine. Mr.
Barrons had four attached houses
buih on 36th Street between Minna
Street and 12th Avenwe: 1139,
1141, 1143, and 11435 36th Sireet.
Later a married son of the Barrons
lived with his family at 1145 36th
Street: another married son lived
with his family at 1143 36th Sareet.
Two of the Barron's unmasTicd
daughters and an unmarried son
lived with their parents in the fam-
ily farmhouse. Eventually Mr. and
Mrs. Barrons sold their farmhouse
and it was demolished.

In 1918, World War One stil!
raged. My father, despite having
ten living children, received a draft
notice! Preparing for induction into
the army, my father began nego-
tiations to sell his horses and wag-
ons. Suddenly, at the age of 44,
my father had a cerebral hemor-

rhage and died. 1 was fwo years -

old and my sister, Theresa, was a
few months old.

Mother was left with ten children
to support. The situation could
have been hopetess but my mother
was a woman of great pluck and
resourcefulness. We owned a fe-
male goat and chickens so mother
sold eggs and goat milk to our Boro
Park neighbors, She also sold veg-
etables and fruit from our back-
yard. From our own {omatoes,
mother put Up tomato paste and
tomato sauce, which we ate over
pasta during the winter months.
We bought grapes and made red
wine in our basement, for our own
consumption. Since our stable was
no longer needed, mother rented
space 10 peddiers for their horses
and wagons. As my brothers and
sisters grew older, they found jabs
and contributed to the family in-
come. Somchow we managed.

My brothers worked for the
Hegeman Farms milk campany on
36th Street near our home, deliv-
ering milk and eream o homes and
stores. Many people can remem-
ber when milk and cream were de-
livered before dawn to front deors
in glass bottles. Empty botrles
were placed at front doors for re-
wm. A housewife would write her
milk order for the day on 3 piece
of paper and insert it in an empty
milk bottle.

My brother Charles delivered
milk to a Jewish family who lived
on 15th Avenue and 38ih Street.
He met the daughter of the family
in the coorse of time and subse-
quently married her. And they say
it is impossible for @ girl to find 2
husband by staying at home!

Speaking of jobs, onc of my
uncles worked for the Vita Com-
pany. He developed a fondness for
pickled herring, which he passed
on to mather and me. To this day,
I still buy Vita pickled herring.
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IREMEMBER BORO PARK
Historical Highlights : °
By: Dr. Philip J. Kipust

- My whole family worshipped at

St. Catherine of Alexandriz
Church, Fort Hamiiton -Parkway,
40th 10 41st Srecl. | antended St.
Catherine's elementary schoo). |
particularly remember Sister Eu-
gene, a very good teacher. Before
the church was hoiR. mass was he)d
in a house on 3%9th Street near 10th
Avenve. Father O’Neill, the
church's first priest, was active in
raising money for the church.

In the winter, we children ice
skated in the empty lot behind our
house (a house is now on the lot).
We also went ice skating on Pros-
pect Park Lake. The winters were
much colder at that time; it first
snowed sround Thanksgiving and
the snow didn’t thew until March.

Some girls marry the boy next
door. 1, however, married the boy
in the stable next door! 1 met my
future busband, John Gambaro, in
1934. John, ap iceman, rented
space in our stable for his horse and
wapon. {Our suable has long since
been demolished; McDoneald’s
parking 101 is now on the site.)
Every morming, John and 1 ex-
changed a few words. One word
led 10 another, and before we knew
it we were engaged! We were mar-
ried in 1936 at St. Catherine of Al-
exandria Chusch; the reception
was held in my family's house.

John had moved to Boro Park
from Park Slope with his family in
1918. His family first rented a
house on 38th Street between 12th
and 13th Avenue (demolished).
John went 1o P.S. 131 on 43:d
Strect and Fort Hamilton Parkway.
He remembers when Fort
Hamilton began at 38th Street.
From 38th Street to McDonald
Avenue, Fol Hamilton Parkway
was comprised of empiy lots. At
that time, the Culver Line ran at
ground level on 37th Street. The
tracks are still there.

John’s first job was as a tuck
driver for 8. Klein Building Mate-
rials, located on 3Bth Street be-
tween 121h and 13th Avenues.
Then he took a job delivering ice
for the Knickerbocker Ice Com-
pany. which occupied the whole
block on $2th Avenue from 36th
37th Saeet.

When John and I were first mar-
ried, we lived for about two years
in an apartment in a privale house
on 43rd Sueet and 9th Avenuve,
Then we moved to an apartment in
a privete bouse on 40th Street and
12th Avenue, where we Jived (or
another two years. In 1944, we
moved into the downstairs apart-
ment in the family house; my
mother lived in the upstairs apan-
ment We still live there today.

Our first child, John, Jr., was
born in 1938 in the Boro Park Ma-
ternity Hospital, 4421 15th Av-
enve. Dr Fisher, our family doe-

tor, who live on 416t Street and
12th Avenue, delivered John, Jr.
Our son Thomas was bormn in 1942
in the same hospital and delivered
by the same docilor. Robert was
born in 1945 in the same hospilal,
which had now been renamed Boro
Park Doctors Hospital. (This hos-
pital is no Jonger in existence; Beth

Jaceb High School for girls occu-
pies the building.) Barbara, born
in 1959, was our only child who
was not born in Boro Park,

All of our children attended St.
Catherine of Alexandria school up
to the 8th grade, afier which they
went to work. Barbara subse-
quently married Albert Saydeh, of
Egyptian descent. They bought a
house near us, where they lived
unti) moving 1o Florida in 1991,

John and I remember the big fire
in 1950 in the Knickerbocker Ice
Company building. The fire
staried where the ice was stored.
People in nearby houses were
evacuated and brought 1o our stable
yard. The fire was so fierce it took
aboul two days to extinguish.

For many years, 36th Strect a_nd
a few streets beyond were consid-
ered part of Boro Park. However
for the past several decades, 36th
Street has been considcrod‘the di-
viding line berween the neighbor-
hoods of Boro Patk and
Kensington. 1. having been born
in Boro Park and having hch all
my life in Boro Park, consider
myself a resident of Boro Par?s.
. Jobn aré I have had happy lives.
We are fortunate in having had de
voled pasents, Joving brathers and
sisters, wonderful children, and
friendly neighbors.

Ed: The above article was pre:
pared and submitted by Lucilic
Pasner, an afficer of the Bora Park
Historical Society. We fhan{( her
and Belle Gambaro for this inter
esting contribution.

More Old Boro Parkers Unile

1n our last column we asked our
readers if they knew of any fifth
generation Boro Parkers now liv-
ing in the community and fo share
that information with us, We de-
fine the term ““Boro Parker' loasely
to include anyons who lived in
Boro Park at same time in his or
her life. As that informaton is sub-
mitted we hope 1o include it in this
column.

Recently (Apri! 10, 1994), 1 had
the extreme pleasure of atiending
the wedding of my granddaughier.
Toby Yarmush, who is a fifth gen-
eration Boro Park resident, 10
Sadya Grama, who is a 3rd gen-
eration Boro Park resident.

Toby's great, great grandparents.
Elias and lda Kipust {R.LP), first
moved to Boro Park in 1921 and*
lived at 1864-49 St. for the remain-
der of their lives. 1da was deceased
in 1941 and Elias, was deceased
in1946.



MTh: bride’s great grandparents,

ax and Fannie Kipust (R.L.P)
continved to live at the same ad:
dress unti) they sold the house in

2:‘: They then moved to 1502
St. where they lived for one
year and then to 1558 41th St
Where they lived for the remainder
of their lives. Max passed away in
1975 and Fannie in 19873,

Thc_gr;\ndparenls, mysel{ and
my wife Ruth, were both born in
Bu(n Park, have lived in several lo-
cations in this community and for
ihe past 34 years have resided at
1558 45 St. The brides other
grandparents, David and Mildred
Yarmush, also reside in Boro Park
311430 43rd. St, .

Toby's parems, Rabbi Yitzchok
an‘d Rena Yarmush also reside at
1358 45th S1. Rena was born in
Boro Park at Maymonides hospi-
til. Rabbi Yitzchok Yarmush
surves on the faculty of Yeshiva
D:m.:h Chaim, a post high school
Yzshivah located at 1573 39thSy,
on the corner of 16th Ave. The
b ".je Toby was also from
¥.aimonides.

Sadya (the groom) Grama's
8 indparents, Yehiyo and Esther
G ama (R.1.P) came to the U.S.A.
Ir. m Yemen in1924. They moved
10 quo Park from the Lower East
Side in 1939 {approx.) They were
the original founders and leaders
of the Yemenite Communily in
Poro Park. Their first apartment
in Boro Park was located at 43rd.
St.between 12th and 1 3th avenues.
They then putchased a house and
moved to 45th 51. Between 13th
:md~ i4ih avenues. They were very
active at Congregation Anshei
ifardomhe corner of 14th ave. and

S.m St A few years later they sold
this house in order 10 purchase the
siore front building a1 4505-14 ave.
This building housed their uphol-
slery business in the store. and they
"mgv:d upstairs. They raised !4
¢hildren in Boro Park,
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The grooms faiher. Rabbi
Shimon Grama. the youngest of the
|4 children. was born in
Maimonides Hospilal while the
family lived a1 43 St. He and his
wife Toby (nee Nulman: lived at
4304 |? ave. when first married.
wWhile living at this address Sady3a
was born. also al Maimonides hos-
pital  When Sadya was 3 weeks
old the family moved to Israel.

The young couple. Sadya and
Toby Grama now seside at 1572-
44 St, Sadya now continues ta

study a1 the Yeshiva Zichron
Meilech Jocaled 8t 510 Dahill Rd.
{corner 40th S1.) where he has been
a studem for several years.

Dear Dr. Kipust:

1 remember Boro Park when
storekeepers were our friends who
cheerfully provided service. A Cus-
romer could ielephone an order and
have il delivered cheerfully, with-
our additional cost. Today. an Of-
der must reach 2 specified total.
often outrageous, and the prices e
pure proﬁtc:n'ng.‘l'hc recent harsh
winter has made life unbearably
difficult and expensive for the great
number of senior citizens who live
alone, on limiled incomes.

T remember Boro Park when ev-

ery houschoider was required o res
move snow from his sidewalk
within 24 hours of he storm- Then
boys and men carrying snow shov-
els came looking for an opport-~
nity to carn 3 few extoa dollars by
cleaning sidewalks. Where are
these boys and men now? Boro
Park is bursting at the seams with
young people — but they are ob-
Viously too well-heeled to need o
earn an extra buck!

1 remember Boro Park when an
uncovered garbage pail brought the
houscholder a summons and a fine,
Look around you now!

I remember Boro Park when bro-
ken sidewalks had 10 be repaired
quickly. Today 8 walk on the sreets
is an obstacle course. The emer-
gency room at Maimonides is aver-
flowing with casyalties cavsed by
the negligence of tandlords.

May 4, 1994 *

I have always lived in Boro Park
and still do, but | am really sad-
dened by the unnecessary deterio-
ration of the quality of life.

Sincerely  yours. Adele
Weinstock

Ed: We thank Adele Weinstock
for her interesting memaories and
comments.

SUBMIT YOUR

PERSONAL MEMOIRS
yYou can help rescarch. preserve
and publicize the history of Bora
Park by submining your own
memories of this community and
your own family history in Boro
Park. You can also help by joining
the Boro Park Historical Sociery.
Membership is $5 per year ($3 for
retired. $10 for business or orga-
nizations). Send to B.PH.S..1276-

461h St.. Brooklyn, NY 11219.
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK

Historical Highlights
By DR, PHILUIP ), KIPUST 3

TERESA STERNE

When my family came o Jive at
1657-49th Street in 1930, avtomo-
biles were still quite rare. Neigh-
bors across the sireet owned o
large. high-roofed Packard that
seemed like an exotic animal on
our block. Trolleys rah along tracks
on 16th Avenue, and | can stil} re-
call their very special sound, a
resonant clang. You would enter
the wrolley car at the rear, and be-
sides the vonducior there was also
a tickel-laker who collectad the
fares (then u few pennies). Soon
the 16th Avenve trolley was re-
placed by a quiel eleciric bus that
was connegied 10 overhead wires.
The mechanisms wasn't perfect as
the conneclion often sputtered with
blue sparks and came unhinged,
whereupon the driver had 1o get out
1o reconnect the bus's main elec-
trical polley. This public vehicle
was mainlained from the mid-Thir-

. ties well into the Fiflies, and when
# was discontinned we 8ot the gas-
guazling, air-polluting buses of to-
day.

Arolley line was also opernted
along McDonald Avenue, bul those
streeicars had a “sircamlined*
look, painied a silvery gray, much
advanced in appearance over the
oid-Jushioned red-and-yellow
model. That line 100 become ex-
tincl, [ believe around the time the
IND “F" train was extended past
Church Avenue, replacing the roule ,
»fthe usint old Culver tralns wilk|
their straw seats, not just in sum-
mer but also on clear winter Sun-

“duys for a walk on the beach and
boardwalk, to waich the seagulls

and clear cur lungs. The big car~!
ousel was just about the one ride!
that kept running after the summer
season, and even with its prancing
wooden horses and cheery tunes,

. it had a lonely air with so few

people about,

In those decades, I remember
wide extremes in weather — even
greater in retrospect than what we
have now. Wintertime meant fero-
cious winds and frequent snow-

storms, and the streets would be
blanketed with ice and snow, for-

cont’'d. onp. 8

tress-like walls of packed snow lin-
ing the curbs. Helping our elders
dig out the sidewalks and drive-
ways with shovels and picks was
greal fun, followed by sledding and
“belly.whopping’ along the de-
serted, icy streets. Yet even during
the fiercest of storms, the subways
kept running! Once, during a near-
blizzasd, 1 recal| riding with my
avnt in a West End line train (now
the “B" line) when, an one of the
outdoor sirerches, the molorman
had 10 stop the train and step out
10 shovel 3 snow drift from a few
yards of track; he then returned o
his caboose and we proceeded on
the journey. Maost people didn’c
«drive cars 10 work in those days
and children walked 10 schoal, so
workplace and schoolhouse clos-
ings were almost unheard of,

The summer of 1937 broughl
temperatures well above 100 de:
grees for days on end, though it
seemed somehow bearable as the
humidity was low and air was
¢lear (air-conditioning wasn't yet
prevalent, and we used a varisly
of electric fans). In September of
1938 we were struck by a massive
hurricane that left the streets lit-
tered with broken boughs and
branches and tallen trees. In our
own backyard, the silver-barked
walnui tree come down in the rag-
ing wind, though the old peach
trae survived, conlinuing for may
years 10 yield rich harvests of fruit.
Peach-picking time in September,
iadders and all, then the sorting
and tasting, was o big excitermnent
for kids.

I fact, there was then an enor-
mous variety of tree life in Bor-
augh Park, an area that — accord-
ing o old neighbors, long gone
now, who had resided there in the
¢arly decades of this century —
had once been densely wooded.
Fruit irees abounded, and 1 recall
two ancient, gnarled cherry Irees
along the sidewalk further ulong
the block 1hat put forth delicite
white blossoms each spring, luler
spattering the street with dark
cherry juice and pits. Springtime
brought an intoxicating fragrance,
a patpourri of wisleria, jasmine,
linden, catalpa {(a towering tree
whose blossoms resembled a wild
archid), and there were hedges



LREMEMBER BORO PARRK
Historical Highlights
By: Dr. Phitip J. Kipust

thi had grown high us the rool-
ops 0 adjiscent backyards, whose
eretuny hilac-shaped flowers were
overpoweringly pungent. (Hardly
any ol that lush verdure is in evi-
dence (oday: and another disap-
pPearance noticeable in Brooklyn
backyards recently is that of fhe
miany busy song birds which had
inhabiled the trees of my child-
hood days ) In summer, many
homes were adorned with ram-
b]cr-mvc bushes that bloomed pro-
lifically from April 10 November.
Maple trees of various lypes were
plentifol and vigorous, and in au-
tumn their foliage blazed in thril)-
ing shades ot russet and gold, scar-
let and bronze.

Those were the ycars before
most Americans came o hear
about the Holocaust in Europe; we
lived innocently then, unaware of
the brewing nightmare of our mil-
lennium, There were indeed news-
papec reports of “camps’ in Eu-
rope, but we bardly guessed their
unspeakable horrors to follow.
Here, families were immersed in
the Great Depression of the Thir-
ties which affecied all economic
clusses; you looked to President
Roosevelt for his New Deal rem-
edies, not yet as a waorld stales-
man. 1 stil} remember dignificd
gentlemen coming to our back
door o ask for a sandwich. 1f they
were handy and able 10 do odd
jobs, the dollar that mama could
spare, along with the sandwich
and cup of coffee, was joyfully
received.

Those long-held memories of
Borough Park, more than a half-
cenlury ago, may be as true for
other neighborhoods and other
Lowns, yel for those of us who
grew up here in those decades
there lingers a uniquely poetic vi-
sion of a place like no other.

Ed: We thank Terssa Sterne, a
member of the Exec. Board of the
Bora Purk Historical Society for
herinseresting article and memo- )
ries. l

GREENFIELD'S BAKLRY

To the Boro Park Historical So-
ciely:

The enclosed pictuce must have
becn taken in the summer of 1936.
This piciure was taken in front of
1760-471h Street or one of the
houses near it

Melvin Greenfeld / 1936
son of the owners of Greenfeld's
Bakery at 4676-18th Ave., 8.P

The young boy neor the pony is
the son of the owners aof
Greenfield’s Bakery a1 4616- 18th
Ave.

In the Boro Park Community
News of Feb. 16, 1994, in the I
Remember Bore Park” column,
the article submitted by Teresa
Sterne mentions the bakery as
Kay’s. This is incorrecl. As | men-
tion above, it was “Greenfield's
Bakery” and I'm certain because
I'm Greenfield's daughter. The
delicalessen at 461h St. corner was
Fuss's delicatessen run by the Fuss
family. Continue your good wark.
Yours truly, Sarah Gerb.

Ed: We thank Sarah Gerd for
her coniribution of the old photo

and comments.
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FUZZY RECOLLECIIONS
AND FAULTY HISTORY

by B.M. Selevan

When dealing wilh pasl events
in a place like Borough Park, we
often have problems due to fad-
ing and fuzzy memories, as well
as hazy recollcctions, of tong-ago
evenis.

Even if the interviewee or per-
son recalling a past event was an
eyewitness or even a participant,
with the passage of time and ac-
cumulation of newer memories.
older memories often fade. This
fading can cause loss of memory.
as well as blurring or changing of
relevant facts. .

Ofien, an interviewee or source
of histarical information is a sec-
ondhand or cven more disiant ac-
caunt.

The more distant we ace from a
past even, the more errors are
prone to creep into accounts of
thesc events,

We must thercfore exercise
care, as much as possible o es-
tablish what really happened ycars
ago.

One important source of infor-
mation is conlemporary newspa-
per accounts, writien at the time

of. or shonly afier past events,
when recollections werc new and
fresh, sharp and vivid, in people’s
minds. While these can occasion-
ally be less than perfect, they are
very importam [o us.

Contemporary recorded ac-
counts and later memories
complement each other. Both are
valuable and importani to hislo-
rians.

What prompls the writing of
these words?

Two receni blatant errors in re-
gard to local institutions illustrate
what can happen when one does
not document facts and dates,

15
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#1 - The N.Y, Daily News of
March 8, 1994 had an almost-ful
Page story about the 66th pre-
cinct Police station, While trying
to call ateention 1o <cramped con-
ditions at the stationhouse, the
writer mistakenly wroqe that jt
was opened in 1943 No¢ so!
Whoever gave him this date was
off by about sjx Years. It was
dedicared jp late 1949 (see
Brooklyn Eagle, November 29,
1949 for account), The station js
hot over 50 years o)d. Also the
Previous station was opened in
1931, not 1932 (sce Eagle, May
171931,

#2 - One of the oldest Jewish
congregations ip Borough Park
recently announced a Centennial
dinner, celebrating 100 years of
work in the neighborhood, Inre-
ality, this congregation is only 89
years old, aceording to our infor-
mation (sec Eagle, December 17,
1909, p. 19). Where does the fig-
ure of 100 years come from?
Wishfu) thinking? The first Jew-
ish Congregation in Borough
Park was organized in )902
(Temple Beth Ely, 92 Yyears apo.

These are just two ex amples of
how mistakes can be made ang
incorrect information dissemi.-
nated.

Hopefully, people will be more
Careful in the future 10 make sure
their information jg indeed cor-
Tect before they 80 public™ with
it.

Inquiries ang Questions are
welcome apd should be sen to

ciely. (eont'd on page 10)

(eont'd, from Page 8)

ALBEN SQUARE FLAG
FLIES AGAIN

It*s nice to see 3 flag again a1
Alben Square, Borough Park's
War memorial, Hopefully one
day the gates will be fixed as
weil.

Alben Square was written
abowt a while back in 1 Remem.
ber Borough Park.” That article
probably encouraged the subse-
quent sprucing up of the square.
To those responsible 1 say thank
You and keep utp the 200d work.

£d: We thank B.M. Setevan for
his interesting commenys in the
above two arsicles, My Selevan
is Chairman of Research for the
Boro Park Historicat Soctery,

PANKIN

The following is some informa-
lion regarding my grandfather
David Pankin.

After he came to America in 1886
he eventually settled in the Bore
Park section of Brooklyn. He was
one of the founders of Congrepa-
tion Anshe Sfard Jocated on the cor-
ner of 45th Sireet and 141h Avenue,

My grandparents donaled the
Aron Kodesh to the shul and the
name Pankin is accordingly in-
scribed on it. — Harold Beck, Sun-
rise, FL.

Ed.: The above is an excerptof a
lester shat appeared in the Jewish
Press on 12/6/91,

SUBMIT YOUR FAMILY
RIES
Hl\i:c:nn help in the work of the
Boro Park Historical So;iety 10 re-
search, preserve and publish the h;_s—
tory of this community, by submil-
lin'g your own memories and fam-
ily histories. You can also help by
becoming a member of the B.PH.S.
Membership dues are only $5 ayear
($3 for retired), $10 for an organi-
zations or business. Send 10
B.P.H.S., 1276-461h St., Brooklyn,
NY 11219,
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I REMENIBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

CONGREGATION SHOMREI
EMLUNAH 1904-1994

Congreganon Shomrei Emuonab,
located on 14th Avenue. corncr
52nd Streer, held a Testimonial
Dinner on May 22, 1994 at
Menorah Hall, celebrating almost
90 years of service 10 the Boro Park
Communily. At this Dinner the
Synagogue honored Rabbi Yaakov
Pollak, its current spirituat leader,
whio has served with dislinction for
fifteen years, and two old time
Boro Packers, Jack Verschleiscr
and Joseph Pekelner, for their out-
standing scrvice 1o the community.
Joseph Gollich, also an old lime
Boro Pasker, served as Dinner
Chaicman,

TFhe cxact staning daic of this
congregation is difficult 10 deter-
mine. A3 i$ iru¢ of many synaa-
gogues. prayer services at Shorneei
Emunah surted in privaie homes
ir an unofficial manner. Since no
carly records were kept and no
carly published materjal is avail-
able it is difficult to determine ex-
actly when these prayer services
aclually began. The 1904 staning
daie is based upon 1he research of
the officers of this congregation
some forty years ago. The research
of the Boro Park Historical Soci-
¢ty indicates a starting dase perhaps
a year or so later.

The Souvenir Journal distributed
at the Dinner contained a tong in-
teresting anticle delineating the his-
lory of this synagogue. The follow-
ing are excerpts from this Journal
with minor cditonial modifications:

cont'd. on p. 8

fcont'd, from page 2)

“"CONGREGATION SHOMREI EMUNAH

“Prior to 1907, Borough Park had no Orthodox Jewish Synagogue
other than one at Forty-first Sueet and Twelfth Avenuc. That was 100
distant for thase living in the Fiflieih Streeis, and a small group thercfore
organized a minyon in that year, and rented the second flovr in a build-
ing on the comner of Fifly-sixih Street and New Utrecht Avenue for 525
per monih, where religious services were conducted. That was the ori-
gin of Congregation Shomre) Emunah.

“We know litile of its membership of that time, except that oo August
31, 1907, there was filed in the County Cleck’s Office in Beooklyn, the
certificale of incorporalion. signed by Solomon Klotz, a Borough Park
pioneer reak estale man, and onc of its first presidents as presiding of-
ficer, Solomon Lamport, Philip Marcus, Marks Horowitz, Aaron Raizin,
). Shapiro. and Harris Mayer as a majority of i1s members. Of these, we
know that Solomon Lamport was the well-known philanthropist, and
Philip Mareus was the father of our late members Louis and Hyman
Marcus. who remained members uniil recent years. and whom a greai
many of us will remember.

“The interesting part of the centificale of incorporation, in view of the
subsequent bistory of the Congregation, is that it provided not only for
the maintenance of a Synagogue, bul also for the acquisition of property
for the purpose “of a hospital and school and lecture room.” as well as "2
home for the aged poor of its membership or Congregation.” It is also
significant thot the certificale provided thal the first annual meeling of
the Congregation was 1o be held in December, 1907, Exactly Bifiy years
laicr the Gold Jubilee Anniversary celcbration took place.

“The Congregation continued 10 hold services al the New Utrecht Av-
enue quarters vnti) 1211, 10 1909, i1 purchased the lat 60°2" wide on the
southeast corner aof Fifty-second Strecel and Fourteenth Avenue, where
the present Synagoguc was erecied. The Congregation apparenily had
very little funds at the time, for according to the deed, Lhe 1afal price of
the lot was $5,000, but $4.000 of this was paid by way of a purchase
money mortgage. Construction of the Synagogue was not commenced
unii) 1911, and evidently involved great difficulty, for some of us will
remember being told by our beloved late member, Jacob Rubin. of his
carrying bricks and other building material te 2id in its construction,
and of his soliciling moenies: also how some people, including his own
daughiers helped in raising funds for the building and completion of
the Synagogue. Sufficient of the skeleton of the building was com-
pleted by ihe fal) of 1911, to enable the holding of the High Holiday
Days services there. with temporary equipment, including camp chairs.
The shortness of funds continued, for the record shows that the Con-
gregation had mongages on its Synagogue property uniil 1927, which
were finally paid off by contributions of its members.

“That shortness ol funds, however, did not deter the Congregation
from increasing the size of its plot, for in the intervening period it
acquired nor anly the 20 foot plot immedintely adjoining the Syna-
eopuc. but also the adyoining 40 foot plot with the building then erected
on it, 50 that the Congregation now had a frontage on Fourteenib Av-
cnuec ol 12072,
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“How well the Congregation has complied with 1he objects quoted
above from its cenificale may well be illusirated by the imporiant rolc
it has since played not only in Borough Park Jewish activity, but in
that of the ity and of the nation as wel). Thus boih the first Congrega-
tian Anshe Sfard and the Congregation Bnai Yebuda on Sixteenth
Avenue are outgrowth’s of aur Synagogue, for they both were formed
by former members of our Congregation. The Yeshiva Eiz Chaim. the
first Yeshiva Kianah in Borough Park, and probably one of the first in
the whole country was organized principally by members of our Con-
gregation, and our tate members. Selig M. Schwarzschild and Gustav
S. Roth, were respectively its first and second presidents. In 1919,
Young Israel was permilicd 10 use our Beth Medrash as a Synagogue.
In 1921, the Congregation 100k a leading part in the creation of a Vaad
Hakasbruih of Borough Park, to the support of which it annually con-
tributed $1000 10 51500 out of its own funds for many years.

“The present Maimonides Hospital had its birth in an emergency
meeting in our Synagogue on a Saturday aflernoon immediately after
Mincha during 1he first influenza epidemic in this country. People were
illin practically every homc, and necessary nursing services were un-
available. A temporary nursing corps was creaied at thal meeting, which
eveniually resulied in the amalgamation of a small private hospital in
Borough Park known as the Zion Hospital with another in Bensonhurst
known as The Isracl Hospital 1o form what was known as the Israel
Zion Hospital, in the building and management of which many of our
members too numerous to mention here, but including our ex-presi-
dents Gusiav S. Roth, Louis Hochstein, and Joseph Libman, also our
late distiinguished members Sol Friedman, Joseph Kalikow, and Jacob
Neinken, played a most prominent part, and to the support of which
our Congregation not only permitied an annual appeal in Synagogue,
but also in 1924, contributed from ils own funds, by endowing a hos-
pital bed therein,

““The Aniyim Fund (Poor Fund) af our Congregation is outstanding
107 15 enormous help since its creation to persons in need, and it re-
mains a tradition 10 this day.

“The Malbish Arumim fund (Poor Fund) of Borough Park, which
did such noble work among the less fortunale, was organized by some
of the leading women of our Congregation.

“The Bnos Zion Mizrachi, the first women's Zionist Organization
in Borough Park, which nobly contributed so much towards the sup-
port and upbuilding of Israel, has had and still has had and siill has ils
center in our Beth Hamedrash.

“We dare nol overlook the Chevra Mishnayis Ugmilas Chesed (Free
-Loan Fund) which was orgsnized in June, 1934, by many of our dis-
tinguished members, now deceased, and by other noble souls who were
interested in helping bretheren in need of temporary finfancial assis-
tance. Ju ahs established an enviable record by Joaning sums of money
without interest 10 innumeérable persons, and it can always be depended
vpon in fime of need.

“The motio of our Congregation has always been “Torah, Avedah,
and Gemilas Chasodim. (Torah study, Service and Acis of Kindness).”

“But Congregation Shomrei Emunah never was provincial. From
the earliest days, it permilted an annua) appea) for Federation, as well
as for all the leading schools of Jearning and general welfare organiza-
ions, including the Yeshiva Yitzchok Elchanan and the Rabbi Jacob
Joseph School.

“QOur Congregation has been a2 member of the Union of Orthadox
Congregations of America since its creation, and one of our members
is now an active member on the Kashruth Commiitee of that organiza-
tion.
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“Its place in the building of the present Yeshiva College is best at.
tested to by a letter dated April 25, 1923, written by the world re-
nowned Mizrachist, Rabbi Meyer Berlin, z.1., who was then its president,
10 Mr. Joseph Libman, our then president, in which Rabbi Berlin stated,
“From 1he records in the office of the Yeshiva, I have learned that your
Congregation is leading all the Congregations in New York and in the
country over, with its sincere devotion to our Yeshivah. Our directors as

! well as myself feel happy about your magnanimity and unfaliering devo-

| tion you have displayed these many years towards our Yeshivah. Of course,

] you should also feel happy and delighted about this fact because you are
helping to build the greatest center of higher learning in this country, and
you assist the promotion of Judaism on this continent,

“This is besides the individual liberality of the individva! members of
our Congregation to that greal institution, among whom was our ex-presi-
dent, Gustav S. Roth, who in his latest years gave all of his time and
actually all of hig monexw 1o jis support as well 2430 the maintenancs of
the Isracl Zion Hospital.”

“Our Congregation has always generously supported the Mizrachi and
its undertakings. The late Rabbi Wolf Gold, z.l. who played such impor-
tant roles in American and world Mizrachi, was our spiritual leader for
many years.

“The late Chaim Weitzman, then president of the World Zionist Orga-
nization, and Jater the first President of the State of Israel, while on a visit
(o the U.S. A, atiended services at our Synagogue. It was on a proclaimed
fast day. He fasted, and was given an Aliysh at the Mincha services.

“Mony of the world's most learned and renowned scholars and rabbis
graced our Synagague with their presence at our services at various times
through the year. To mention but a few, there were:

Rabbi Abraham I. Kook, z.)., first Chief Rabbi of Erewz Yisrael

Rabbi Abraham Shapiro, z.1., famed Rabbi of Kovno

Rabbi Moshe Mordecai Epstein, z.1., sainted Rosh Yeshiva of Slobodka

Rabbi Baruch Ber Lebowitz, z.l., revered head of the Kamineiz Yeshiva

Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman, z.l., martyred leader of Baranovice

Rabbi Elihu Bloch, z.1., the Rosh Hayeshiva of Telse

Rabbj Yisroel Rosenberg, Pres. Aguda Harabonim-USA

Rabbi Issor Unterman, then Chief Rabbi of Israel

Rabhi Ovadiah Yosef, Rishon Lezion.”

“Our Congregation has always played a leading part in American Jew-
ish Life and has helped many Yeshivos, hospitals, homes for aged-gemilas
chesed-help 10 the poor and many wonhy causes in this country and
Israel.

“The large influx of Chasidim from Williamsburgh and Crown Heights
has led 10 the establishment of many Shtiebloch in our neighborhood,
Despite a somewhat different outlook, they still regard our Synagogue as
a suitable place for preyer and indeed many attend our services.

“Our Rabbis following the late Ray Woll Gold have been Rabbi Dr.
Harry Wohlberg. a famous Talmudist and orator of world renown. He
was a2 musmach of Yeshivas Yitzchok Elchanan and subsequently served
as professor of Homiletics at Yeshiva University. At the present lime, our
congregation is fortunate (o have Robbi Yaakov Poliak serve as its Morch
D*asreh (spiritval Jeader). During his fifieen years of service to Shomrei
Emunah, we have been able 1o maintain our splendid reputstion as one of
the leading synagogues in America.

“Aside from our Rabbi, we are fortunate 1o be served by our Cantor
Pinchas Rubin and Rev. Asher Blumenfeld. They truly enhance our ser-
vices,
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THINKING OF INK
1 was a pupil at P.S. 103, 53¢d 10
54th Streets and 14th Avenue, from
the 1A through the 6B. 1 was fortu-
nate that I had the same classmaies
my entire six years in P.S. 103. To
name just a few, there was my close
friend Cymihia Budove: Paul
Neinken (whose father and grand-
father donated large sums 1o Israe)
Zion Hospital); close friends
Shirley Wechsler and Dolores A)-
ter; Joan Solomon; Marcy Krasney;
William Margaretten, a cousin of
the Margareitens of Horowiiz-
Margareuien kosher faods; and my
friend Helene Poris. Helene was a
talented pianist; she died as a re-
sult of anastoid infection when we
were in Montauk Jr. High School,
I often think of an item that, as
far as anyone knew, would be vsed
forever — ink!

Classrooms had six rows of desks
and seats, bolted to the fNoor, eight
t0 3 row. Some teachegs seated three
rows of girls and three rows of boys.
while other teachers preferred to
alternate the rows of boys and girls.
In either case, boys and girls never
sat in the same row,

On the upper right side of each
desk, an inkwell was fited into a
smali round hole. The inkwell had
a pewter cover which could be lified
for pupils to fill the inkwell with
their own blue ink.

A smaller hole
in the cover, when opened, was for
dipping the pen into the ink. Every
boy and girl brought to schoo) apen,
anf points for their pen, a blotter,
and a chamois cloth. When
penpoints wore out, they were re-
placed with a new one. The blotter
was for blouwing a completed page
of writing and the chamois cloth
was for wiping the pen at the end of
the school day. Ink was wet!

There were many times when a
girl's braid would accidentally dip
nto the inkwell on the desk behind
her. Luckily, I wore my hair shon!

In brief, ink was a very large pan
of ourlives, so much so that schoo)
children recited the ditty:

Ink, ink

A bottle of ink

The cork fell ou

And you stink!

Lucille Posner

Ed: We thank Lucille Posner, an
officer of the B.P.H.S. for her inter-
esting contribution and for all her
past contributions to this column.

HELP PRESERVE THE

HISTORY OF BORO PARK

You can help preserve the history
of this community by sending in
your own memories and family his-
tories relating to Boro Park. You can
also help by becoming a member or
making a contribution. Membership
only $5 per year, $3 forretired, $10
for organizations or business. Send
to B.P.H.S., 1276-46th St., Brook-
lyn, N.Y. 11219,

HISTORICAL
MUSEUM IN
BORO PARK

A Historical Museum in Boto
Park. Whai a wonderful idea! The
Boro Park Historical Society has
made 3 video's of pans of Bere
Park and has 1aken hundreds of
pictures. We have accumulared
much files and historical informa-
tion and actually found the found-
ing family of Blytheborne section
of Boro Park

Now we want make a moseumn
in Boro Park, We need a building
and most imporiant of all we necd
many new members and suppr.nrl-
ers who believe in the commuuity.

Please join become 2 member.
Business $10.00 yearly dues, in-
dividval $5.00 and special for re-
tires and seniors $3.00 yearly dues.
Pledst send your checks lo Buro
Park Historical Society 1276-46th
St. Brooklyn, NY 11219, Or call
(718) 854-1033.

Do you still have your old gradu-
ation books or pictures of scenes
in Boro Park that you want fo share
with the community. We will make
acopy 2nd return your photo back
10 you.

This museum is for the pride and
remembrance of our community
and with your efforis it can be suc-
cessful. Join Today.
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I REMENMEBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

. The following article was prepared
and submitted by Lixille Posney, an of-
ficer of the Boro Park Historical Soci-
ety. We thank her for her interesting
article and contridution.

SQCIETY - 10TH ANNUAL MEETING

The 100h annual meeting of the Boro

Park Historical Society was held on
June 8, 1994 at the Greater New York
Savings Bank. Jaque Friedman, Presi-
dent, presided. He expressed his pica-
sure at the large attendance and noted
1he presence of Ira Kluger, Presiden
of the Canarsie Historical Society. Mr.
Friedmun thanked the Greater New
York Sovings Bank for making (he
bank’s meeting roum available v the
community.

Mr. Friedman said that the photo-
graphs of old Boro Park, on display in
the meeting, room had just returned
from a highly successful exhibit at the
Boro Park Library. He pointed ontthat
acopy of the Society's latest publica-

tion, Borough Park fnThe 1940's. had |

been placed on every chair.

Mr. Friedman thanked Past Presi-
dent Dr. Philip Kipust for his effective
leadership of the Boro Park Historical
Society during the past years and said
he wonld continue 1o work toward the
same goal as Dr. Kipust,

Mr. Friedman said that the Boro
Park Historical Society welcomes do-
nations of memorabilia and old pho-
tographs of Boro Park. He urged
people who have these items to ¢on-
13¢t the President or a member of the
Executive Committee. If anyone wanis
their phatograph retumed, the Society
will moke a copy and retorn the arigi-
nal.

Lucille Posner introduce guest
speaker Ron Schweiger, Brooklyn his-
toriar. My, Schweiger, she explained,
has a large collection of slides of old
Brooklyn and his presentations have
won wide favor with Brooklyn orga-
nizations and religious institutions. His
slide peesentation, “Life And Jeisure In
Old Brocklyn," records by-gone days

in Breokiyn.

RON SCHWEIGER :— GUEST
SPEAKER

1 M. Schweiger said thot, as a teacher
'jn a public school in East Flatbush, he
1ties to instill his pupils with a sense

cont'd.onp. 8

of the rich history of East Flatbush. In
his spare time he conducts walking
tours, mainly in Flatbush and Sheeps-
head Bay.

Mr. Schweiger observed that 1994
marks the J0Oth apniversary of the
merging of the Town of New Utrecht
with the City of Brooklyn. (Four years
later, in 1898, Brooklyn merged with
the City of New York.) Boro Park, he
explained, is located within the bound-
aries of the former Town of New
Utrecht, seitled by the Duich in 1647,

New Uteecht and the other Dutch
towns in Brooklyn {(except for the City
of Brooklyn) were largely farmiand
100 years ago. Brooklyn was buili up
after 1898 with the exiension of the
New York City subway lines 10 Brook-
1yn. Faster transportation made it con-
venient for masses of people to live in
Brooklyp and iravel 1o their jobs in
Manhattan. Building on a large scale
obliterated the beautiful countryside
with its woods, meadows, and ponds.

Mr. Schweiger showed slides of
early Borough Park and other neigh-
borhoods in the Town of new Utrecht,
He showed a slide of two giris walk-
ing in Bay Ridge nexs the Narrows —

3 cow was nearby) He showed slides
of Midwood which, even s lote as the
1920's, was sparsely populated. He
howed slides of Sheepshead Bay, in-
cluding a slide of the aniginal Lundy's
R a2 simp) den building
Me. TFriedmap thanked Mr,
Schweiger for his informative and en-
Joyable presemtation.

.

18]

Mr. Friediman introduced Baruch
Sclevan, Chiel Researcher of the Boro
Park Historical Society-

Mr. Selevan talked about the
Society’s Jatest publication, Boraugh
Park In The 1940°s. He complemented
Mr. Schweiger for doing an excellent
job in showing the building up of
Brooklyn.

All Brooklyn neighbor-
hoods, including Boro Park, Mr.
Selevan ¢aplained, had developed
from farmland in a similar fashion.

However, Mr. Selevan continved,
each neighborhood is unique; the go:}l
of 2 neighborhood historical society is
10 document this unigueness. His owo
desire to document the history of Boro
Park had led him 10 the microfilms of
the Brookiyn Eagle in the Brooklyn
Public Library. )

During the 1940°s, he explained,
Borough Park reflected what was tak-
ing place in the U.S. and Europe._The
new publicstion has a page of articles
for each year of the 1940'. Mr.
Selevan poinled out articles which
showed the refation of Borough Park

. to world evenis.

World War 11 had begun in 1939
with the invasion of Poland by Ger-
many. In the year 1940, an article re-
ported that the Chief Rabbi of Finland
(recently conguered by Russia) had
spoken at a UJA emergency.
fundraising meeting in Borough Park.1
The purpose of the meeting was 10}
raise money for food for PoJish waS.
who had been put on starvation rabons
by the Germans. In the year 1941, an
anticle reporied that Congregation
Anshe Sfard had donated. money 10
plant an orchard in Palestine in honor
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of Harry Zahler, President of the con- "
pregation, In the ydar 1942, Simon
Slovitt, 3 Borough Park air raid war-
den, had suggested that part of the
scrap meta) being collected should be
vsed i:or helmels for air raid wardens.
Also in 942, Young Isracl of Boro
Park marked its 251h anniversary. Sub-~
sequently. 20 members of Young ls-
r:nell seeved in the U.S. armed forces
during World Wor 11. In an anicle in
t!)e year 1943, William Cohen, Execu-
tive D_ircc(or of the Boro Pask YMHA,
described an affect of the war on the
hor_ne front — an increase in juvenile
Eielll{quency. Many fathers were serv-
ing in the armed forces and many
mothers worked in war plants and were
nat at home during (he day. Children
were left with little or no moral guid-
ance, To counteract this, the YMHA
expanded i1s youth acnivily program,
to keep youngsters off ihe sireet.

. Mz. Selevan continued, pointing out
relevant arlicles for the years 1943
through 1949,

Jacque Friedman thanked Mr.’
Selevan for his talk about the Society's
Iatest publication. Borough Park In '
The 1940's. He commended Mr.
Selevan for the many hours of diligent
sesearch it took in order to compile the
nticles, available free to members.

Mr. Friedman reponted that the past
DE bad been a successful one for the

) §ocmy and that the current year prom-
ised to be just as fruitful.

Mr. Friedman thanked the members
of!fneBom Park Historical Society for
their support. Membee's ducs made:
possible the research and publication”
of Borough Park In The 1940’5 and af)
olher research. v

3
Respectfully Submitted,
Lucille Posner,
Secretary

' Dear Dr. Kipust:

As an old Boro Parker, I enjoy
reading the “'1 Remember” column.
1 especially enjoyed Thercsa
Sterne’s article and the lovely de-
scription of the trees and flowers
which made our community 2 real
park.

My parents moved 10 Boro Park
in 1907 1o a house on 45th Street
between 13th and 14th Avenues.
this 2- family house remained in our
possession until 1979 when my
husband and 1 sold it, and moved (
to 58th Strect, My father’s choice
of 45th Street was not a very good
one because subsequently cheap,
cold water flats were built on 44th
Street and beyond, to the Culver
line.

The streets from 45th Sueet up-
ward had lovely 2-family and one
family houses with well-cared for
gardens and yards.

My older siblings (all now de-
ceased) had to artend school in P:S.
103 on 54th Street and 14th Ave.
until P.S. 164 on 43rd Street and
t4th Avenue was opened. In fact,
my brother Morris was the valedic~
torian of the first graduating class
in 1911. {I am not sure of the duie).

My sister Charlotte, my brother
Nathan, and I all wentto 164 where
we received quality education.

Mrs. Carruther's cooking class
{now it would be called Home Eco-
nomics) has left indelible memo-

ries. 1 often read about “new"” in-
formation which Mrs. Carruthers
dispensed 70 years 2g0. She tavught
us about nutrients, balanced diets,
general hygiene, money manage-
ment, as well as simple cooking
recipes. 1 still have my eooking note
book!

One memory leads to another, but
this letter was written chiefly 1©
thank Theresa Sterne.

Sincerely yours, Adele Ottenstein
Weinstock

Ed.: We thank Adele Weinstock
for her interesting contribusion and
Jor ait her past contribuiions o this
column.

Dear Dr. Kipust.

Since * 13th Avenue' i the so-called
“Hub" of Boro Park, 1 get 10 spend a
good deal of my time walking along
the avenue, and going into the stores,
During the course of so - doing, T un-
intentionally hear people’s conversa-
tions and thereby hongs 3 1ale.

1 would say without exaggeration,
that at Jeast half the people living here,
and those who came from ather areas

! 10 shop here, do not know how to pro-

nounce the name of our main instits-
tion for the ailing, aamely,
Miamonides Hospital. Not only do
they mispronounce the name, but they
also do ot know its meaning. So ]
have decided to enlighten them on both
accounts.

Moses Miamonides, called
Rambam, was born in Cordoba, Spain
in the year 1135. He was a Rabbi, phi-

. losopher and physician. He is best re-
. membered for his “Qath for Physi-

cians”, his commentary on! the
“Mishna" and the 13 principtes of the
Jewish faith. His commentaries on
Jewish law, medicine, astronomy and
science, were translated into Hebrew
and other languages. and influenced
philosophers and medical education
for many centuries. In his tifetime, he
was regarded as the gretest Jewish
shinker since Moses. Maimonides died
in Cairo, Egypt in the year 1204. “Is-
rael Zion Hospital”. located on 101h
Avenue between 48th and 45th Streets,
changed its name 0 “Miamonides
Hospital® in 1947.

To get back to the correct pronun-
ciation of the “Hospital’s" name, pho-
netically, it is wrilten (rnt-mon-{-dez)
accent on the second syliable. A,
straight line acrass a vowel Tcans say
the vowel's name. The half curve
across “mon” means the 0™ is like in
the word “not™. The “i" is pronounced
as in the word “if*, “Dez” is sounded
as if the word ends in “deez”. Never,
ever, say “mi-mom-i-dez- This is the
way most people mispronounce the
name, making the second syllable .
sound like “mom™. 3 person’s mother.

[ hope this anicle will have some
effect in saying “Miamonides Hospi-
tal” comvectly, and that your readers®
now know for whom the “Hospital”
was named and why.

Sincerely, Thelma Fox

Ed. We thank Thelma Fox, an of-
ficer in the Boro Park Histenical Soti-;
ety for her interesting contribution.

163



164

Boro Park Community News * November 2, 1994 «

| REMEMBER BORO PARK

CONGREGATION SHOMREI Shmrei Emunah from the Jatest Sou-
venit Dinner Journa! the follawing ate
In the Just issue we included ex- additional excerpts about the history

cerpts about the history of Cong. of this congregation.

“Space does not permit mention of 1the many persons who have partici-
pated in the wonderful and exemplary record of the Congregation. We
shall therefore Jimit ourselves to merely lisiing our presidents in the or-
der and titne of Lheir seavice. They were:

Joseph Klotz (1907-8) Joseph Stiliman
Philip Marcus (1909-11) Joseph Levine
Joseph Kloz (1912-15) . Manin Weissberger
Gustove S, Roth (1915-19) Nat Pullman

Louvis Hochstein (1919-21) Benjamin Weiss
Joseph Libman {1921-22) Nat Pullman

Max Silverstein (1922-23) Joseph Heisler
Joseph Libman (1923-49) Joseph Goltlieb
Hyman Bregman (1949-53) Nochum Silberman
Joseph Stillman (1953.55) Leo Kurland
Abrahom Bursky (1955-56) linre Reves.” .t

Some of our readers may have additional informalion relating to the
history of Congregation Shomrei Emunah. We invile them to submit
this informatinn for inclusion in future articles.

JOIN THE BQRO PARK HiS:

You can help in the interesting
project of researching, preserving and
publicizing the history of this cammu-
nity. Send in your own memones and
family history, and old photos. docu-

ments and other memorabilia. You can
help by joining the B.PH.S. dues only
$5 per year, $3 for retired and $10 for
business or institution. Life member-
ship $100 for individuals, $200 for
business or organizations,

BORO PARK

HISTORICAL SOCIETY .

Boro Park Museum receives several lovely pieces of uld furnilure. A
dish closet from the 1930’s and a lovely chestof drawers from the 1940's

.lt' you know anything about finishing old furniture und want to helg
with our Museum, please contact the Boro Park Historical Society 3
(718) 854-1033.

We have staned on a Life Membership Praject, Join as a Life Membe
for individual $100.00 and for Organization $200.00. Call if you have
some old items you want to give away. 1f you have old piclures, may w
copy them and then return them to you, Share you memories. with th
communily and help give our history 1o our youth

¥ P A
Mr. Jacque Friedman, President of the Boro Park Historical Socien
recenliy gave a talk«1c'the 4th Grade Class of Bais Yaacov of Brookly;;
49th St. and 14th Ave. Mrs. Teichman is 10 be commended far her excel
lent work in helping the children of her class Several video's were madc

uvaila.blc for tt?c classes to view. Other schools may request videos an¢
other information about the histery of Boro Park.
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1 REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
B by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

GAMES CHILOREN FLAYED
In February 1993 this column in-
cluded an article that compared Boro
Park of 1940 1o Boto Park of 1990 for
the types of business found in the
neighborhood. It was of interest 1o note
how many changes took place in the
types of business during this fifty year
interval. Ay that ime we indicated that
there would be future articles compar-
ing other aspects of our community.
! In the present article we would like to
compare the games children played
then with those they play now, cover-
ing the same 50 year span.
1In order to help mie prepare this a1-
ticle. I hud 10 pick the brains of my
wife, children and grandchildren be-
cause I've been away from some of
these pames tor awhile. Our readers
are invited 10 share their own memo-
ries of games with us to help correct

any errors and fill in any omissions in *

this article.

These are some games which we
played in the 30's and 40's in Boro
Park and elsewhere which do not seem
to be played any longer in the 90's. We
should kesp in mind that in those pre-
television, pre-computer and pre-air
conditioner days, children ( as well as
adults) spent longer hours staying and
playing ovtdoors, Moreover, the fact
that there were so few cars traveling
or parked in the streets then made it

easier, safer and more inviting for chil-
drento play in the streets (gunters), Our
'l'nmily lived on a dead end street ( 49th

St. berween 181h & 19th Avenues) and
as children we were able to spend long
summer hours, undisturbed by cars,
Pplaying in the streer {guster),

The following are some af the
games we played then which seem to
have disappeared from 1he streets and
homes of Bore Park. We are using a
very broad definition of the word gome

to include activitics used by children
ofal] ages toamuse themselves includ-
ing ball games, rope games, circle
games, card games, stree) games,
board games, toys and crafis or hobbies.

Three-Feet 10 Germany, Marbles,
Kick the Can, Johnny on the Pony.
Box Ball, Ring-a-livio, Giant Step,
Pitch the Penny, Hit the Penny, Skelzie,
Tossing Baseball Cards, Horseback
Riding (remember the horse riding
path along Ocean Parkway?), Loopety-
Loo, How Do You Do My Panner,
Oats, Peas, Beans & Barley Grow.
Pisha Pasha (carg game), Roll the
matbles into holes in a cheesebox,
Fountain Pens, Tether Ball, Roll the
Hoop.

There are o few games that are siill
seen in the stores but hardly ever seen
being played or used by children in the
community. Examples include:
Jacks, Hoola Hoop, Horse Rein, Rub-
ber Band Balls; Badmitton,
ShuffieBoard, Toy Trains, Sleigh
Riding, Yo-Yo, Crocheting, Statucs,
Tinker Toys, Bocci, Erector Sets,

HEW GAMES

‘Then there are some new games
played today which were unheard of
in 1940. Some of these are the result
of modemn technology and others the
result of children's and adult’s imagi-
nations. The following are some of
these new games:

Roiler Blading, Video Games, Com-
puter Games, Walkie Talkie, Big
Wheels, Kugelach (5 stones),
Scrabble, Seven Up, Pass the Presenl.
Steal the Salami, Tap Tap Trio, Topple.
Tip h, Shipwreck, Fooisie, Caplure 1he
Flag. Miniature Golf, Stickers, Snakes
& Laddess” UNO, Boggle, Trouble,
Cencentration, SPIT, Stratego, Hokey
Pokey, Markers, Ball Paint Pens,
SPUD, Lego, Wireless controlled cars,
trucks, ete., Kings Court, Clue,
Pictionary. There are many other
games, 100 humerous to meniion. that
have oppeared in the toy stores. A lew
new cralt activities for children are:
13Hook Rug 2)Needle Point 3)Mac-
rame’.

There are of course numerous
new doils that can do just about ev-
erything, from drinking to giving
birth. To help children play
“House™ we find numerous new
sppliances including refrigerators.
cooking stoves, washers, dryers,
full kitchens, ironing boards, siroll-
ers, lelephones and packaged gro-
cery items.

Then we have seen pumerous
games appearing in the stores of
Boro Park designed for the Jewish
community, dealing with Jewish
holidays and Torah (Bible) person-
alities and 1opics. We also find
meny card collections, similar 10
baseball cards, but dealing with
Jewish topics such as famous Rab-
bis and Sages, Jewish holidays or

Torah (Biblc) wopics being cal-
_lected and traded by Jewish youth.

continued on page 8
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) REMEMIBER BORO PARK (cont'd. from page 2}

The majority of games played 50
years ago are'still played today.
Some games are modified a little,
some are seasonal and some come
and go in cycles. Although some
of these games are no longer seen
in the sireets, they may siill be
piayed in nursery schools. camps
or kindergardens. The following is
the Jist of such games that | was
able to prepare for the time being
In order to hetp organize Lhis Jdist
F've arranged the games inlo sev-
esal categaries.
A) Ball Games
Paddle Ball, Dodge Ball, Volley
Boll, Si00p BEall, Hand Ball, Soc-
cer, Punch Ball, Basketball. Base-
ball, Fooiball, Bounce Ball Games,
Beach Ball. OIf the Wall
B) Str.
Tag, Hide & Seek, Races, Mother
May I, Red Rover, Red Light.
Green Light, Johnny May 1, Hop
. Scotch or Potsie, Cops & Robbers.
Scacter, Tug-0-War, Leap Frog,
Jump Rope, Limbo (rope game),
High Lew (rope game), Potaio
Race, Double Durch (rope game).
Pussy in the Corner, Cat and
Mouse, Chinese Jump Rape.
€) Board or Card Games
Monopoly, Candy Lang; Chinese
Checkers, Bingo, Checkers, Chess.,
Parchisi, Dominoes, Mah Jong.
Poker, Twenty Oone, Bridge, OId
Maid, Ga Fish, War, Casino, Back-
gammon, Easy Money,Tic-Tac-
Tae, Authors or Actors etc.,
Rummy,
D) Cirgle Games
Ring Around a Rosie, Farmer in
the Dell, London Bridge. Simple
Simon, Pat-a-Cake, Musical
Chairs, Tiskei1-a-Tasket, Duck
Duck Goose, Sleeping Beauly.

E) Miscellancous Games

Hi-Li. Hockey. Roller Skating. Ice
Skating, Fly a Kite, Bicycle
Riding. Ring Toss, Plsy School,
Doclor or Nurse, Play House,
Build Snowmen, Snow Balls, Mu-
sical Chairs, Tricycle Riding, Hot
and Cold, Charades, Ping Pong,
Knock Hockey, Blowing Bubbles,
Camp Guns, Paint Sets, Coloring
Books, Crayons, Flipping Coins,
Donkey's Tail, Telephone, One
Potato-Two Potato, Password,
Blind Man’s Buff, Ghosts, 1 Spy,

Indian Chief, Oi) Painting by Num-.

ber, Hide the Coin,

We didn’t attempt lo describe
how these games arc played be-
cause that would be 100 lengihy.
Our purpose here was to develop
a comprehensive list and note lo
what exient games have changed.
However, we invite our readers (o
describe their experiences and
memories of games played and in-
clude descriptions of how they
were played in some instances.

Dear Dr. Kipust:

This is 2 nole of warm thanks to
Adele Otienstein Weinstock for her
kind response to my letter ponray-
ing the lush verdure in Boro Park
years ago (“l| Remember Boro
Park,” Junc 15, 1994). Indeed,
even as | was teying to describe
accurately my memories of that
landscape, | wondered whether
nostalgia was perhaps glorifying
the details of those remembrances
- the “gelden haze of memory.*
And yel, referting to ¢ld snapshots
1aken during the Thinies and For-
ties, even though in black & white.
seetned to confirm my impressions
of the chioroscuro effect of Ihose
rich layers of foliage in summer,
dappling sidewalks and siceets as
though in a woodland. Needless to
say, all this predated the air poliu-
1ion, acid rain, etc. that has sadly

WL

diminished our carthly environ-
ment. Now Mrs, Weinstock’s com-
menls scem to affirm the validiy
of my recollections, and il was
heariwarming (o learn that there
are others who share poetic re-
membrances of those "good old
days.”

1 2lso enjoyed very much Mrs,
Weinstock's charming memoir of
the “cooking classes” and so much
more at P.S. 164_ If only today's
youngsters could receive the well-
rounded education offercd us in
public schools of that era. Itaccurs

to me too that Mrs. Weinstock
might elso take pleasure in read-
ing Ruth Whitney Hadley Beal's
memoir of “Blythebournc” (the
turn-of-the-century predecessor of
our Boro Park area), written in the
1960"s. manuscript copies of
which are available in the Boro
Park Historical Sociely’s archives.
Mrs. Beal's account of the local

way of life and surroundings in the
carly years of this century are full
of charm and color, and not so very
different from our own early im-
pressions. Al of that is part of his-
tory now, of course.

Thanks again to Mrs. Weinsiock
for the lovely note, and always to
you, Dr. Kipusi, for providing this
valued column for airing and shar-
ing such observaiions!

Most Sincerely, Teresa Stecne
Seeking Information

Perhaps one of our readers may
have information to help our cor-
respondent below. Although the
synagogues and areas mentioned
are not in Boro Park, we may have
some local residents who lived in
those areas at one fime- Any infor-
mation would be appreciated. It
may be sent to this columnist at the
Boro Park Community News and
it will be forwarded.
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Ucw Dr. Kipust:

i my understanding that you
have synagogue records from
Brooklyn. My grandparents,
George and Rebecca (Gedalia and
Rifka) Gonsky lived a1 } 100 Pzos-
pect Place in 1930 and with his
second wife at 2862 West 24th
Street, Coney Island from around
1944 10 1954. Would you have any
idea which synagogue they would
have auended? My grandparenis
were very religious and my grand-
father was highly respecied within
the Jewish community. if you do
know which synagogue it is, what
records would you have?

Additionally, my parenis lived in
Brooklyn for a short time. In 940
they resided at 9823 Avenve L.

They lived most of their married
years in the Bronx. | am having
difficubly locating records from
their synagogue in the Bronx — i
wias The Emanuel Synagogue on
Elder Avenuve and 172n0d Street.
Both of my parents were very ac-
tive there. Would you have any
advice as to whom to contact for
Bronx records?

Please let me know what is avail-
able 1o me and. what the COSiS are.

Thank you so much. I'll anx-
iously wait for a reply.

Sincerely,
Reva Lowe
Boardman, Ohio

N

I come from a family of four —
Mother, Father, sister and myself,
We lived at 4109 15th Avenve. ] was
11 years old when we moved there.
I went to Montauk Jr. High School
and had nothing but unhappy years
there

Forty one hundred and nine was
a wonderful building. It was four
stories high and we lived on the top
floor. Every Saturday we went (o
the Windsor Movies, or for a change
to the Culver movies, where I and
all the others received free dishes.

Everything was nearby — the
candy stare on the corner of 151h
Avenue and 415t Street, the barber

Boro Park Community Feb.-March 1995

Slop s ees e steert whicee |l rot
bis hair cot, the Rosties butcher on
13th Avenue where Muther bought
live chickens, Danny Esposito the
Banana Man at 42nd $1. and 13th
Ave., Bevy's where we bought
dresses, and the library where all
Our stories on any subject were eas-
ily found. All you had 1o do was
walk a couple of blocks.

I remember the Selizer Man: he
brought up big cases of Good
Health Selizer just about every
week; he was a very nice man. My
friend Adrieane Mendelsohn lived
on the next block — 15th Ave. and
42nd S{. We had s Jarge apartment
with a long foyer, nice sized kitchen
and 1wo bedrooms. On¢ bedroom
had big windows that led o a fire
escape overlooking an empty loi.
That Jot was evemually convered
into 1wo family brick homes,

1 went dancing al the Borough
Park YM/YMHA on weekends.
When 1became 16 & 17 years old 1
Jjoined the Volunteers group of the
Infants Home of Brooklyn. The
Favunder who ran this organizalion
was Mrs. Sapersiein. They 100k in
children from broken homes and
orphaned children. We had bake
sales, dances and seminars on al)
subjeets 1o raise money to keep the
Home going. 1 was secretary and I
took minues on weekends. Some-
times I would wake a child for aday’s
outing. They had such sad lives, not
much hope for the fulure, unless
some wealihy rich family would
take them as their legally adopted
family. Mrs. Sapersiein has long
since passed away, and the home no
Longcr exists.
= Thirty-four years have passed,
and I now live on 58th and 14th
Avenue. What a small world. 1 went
all the way to Long Island, raised
my sonm, in 1980 moved back 10
Bensonhurst, and in 1993 moved 10
Borough Park. What a steange rwist
of events, 10 be rsised in Porough
Park and 10 leave and come back in
the mid-years of my life,

Helena Singer

‘We thank Helena Singer, a mem-
ber of the Executive Board of the
Boro Park Historical Society for her
interesting contribution.

THANB YOU CON EDFSON
The lsoro Park Historical Socivty
wishes 10 acknowledge and thank
the Con Edison company for its an-
nual grant, The money will be usr.'.d
by the Boro Park Historical Soci-
ety to maintain and expand its -
chives including its pholo collec-
tion. Parts of the photo collcciion
are exhibited in the Boro Park
branch of the public library during
the month of May each year.

1P PRESERVE THE
u&%ygﬁmw

You can help research, preserve and
publicize 1he history of 1his commu-
nily in several ways. You can sub-
mit your own memories of Boro
Park and your own family history
in the community. Youcan also help
by becoming a member of B.P.H.S
only $5 per year (83 for retired), $10
for business or organization. You

can also make a donation or become
alife member for $150. Mail to this

newspaperorlothe BPH S | 1276
46 Su., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219.
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e Boro Park Historica) Soci-
d., has begun working on its
useumn. We have acquired
pieces of furniture going back
1930's. We have much, much
aterial and we now need a com-
er, scanner and printer. We ask
ommunity to help us get ei-
er donations of these pieces of
meni or else o b mem-

Rty Neves. © May 17177905

MORIES OF US ALL

school or organization names sewn
on the clothing. OId pictures that
you want to share, we will scan or
make copies and return them 0
you. eic.

‘We are indeed indebted to Dr.
Philip ). Kipust for his wonderfu!
articles and stories about Boro
Park. Lets have a great pride in our

$5.00 yearly individuals,

- $200.00 for business or organiza-
ns. We publicly thank Dime
gs, (remember the old An- i
Branch 48th St and 13th
r. Bruce KAPLAN, man-
eing the first to join. We
ple and business and or-
o do likewise.

malls. ad
niversary
at has

< ty. whether it was Dutch,
Scandinavian, Italian, Jewish,
Spanish, etc.

Call 718-854-1033, and we will
come to pick up.

During the month of May,1995
we will have our annual exhibit of
pictures 2t the Brookiyn Public
Library 13th Ave. and 43rd St. On
June 6, 1995 at 7:30 PM. we will
have our annual open meeting at
the Greater NY Savings Bank,
Community Room, 53rd St and
13th Ave. John Gallagher, will
speak about the Batile of Brook-

" lyn and show slides. Remember

(he British soldiers marched up Old
New Utrecht Ave. The street be-

~ tween 52nd St. and 48th St Tts

History.

1 urge you to join, contribute
memorabilia, and come to our
functions.

Jacque Friedman,

President B.P. Historical Society
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| REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

ADDITIONAL 19460 MEMO-
RIES

We have attempled to present
ke history of Boro Pask in a num-
bes of different ways. One format
ibat we used was to compare » 50
yeor intervm) of time in the his-
fory of this community namely
1940 and 1990. Thus b the issue
of Feb. '93 we described and com-
pared business activity in Boro
Park between 1940 and 1990, In
Ibe Jast issue, March '95, we dis-
cussed and compared gumes chil-
dren played during that half cen-
tury intervel. In this issue we
would like (0 share some additional
general memorles of Boro Park in
1240. The readers can make com-
parisans te Boro Park today in
their own minds.

Mail Delivery:
In 1940 mail was delivered
to each house tyvo times a day; once
Io the morning and once In the af-
fzrnoan. On Saturday's there was
only one delivery. First class post-
sgr was then three cents an ounce
snd postal cards were one cent.
The mail carrier carried the
mail In » leather sack, strapped
onte bis back. He would carry
pack of mail in his hands and when
that pack was delivered he would

Iake his sack off and take out the
next pack. In those days peaple
didn'l receive very much mail.
Thfre was very little of the junk
mai) we receive (oday. Fach mail
tarrier wore a uniform with a cap.
There were no women mail carrl-
ers then,

A ‘Teday we have women car-
siers us well as men. Each carrier
hes & cart with wheels angd
Hrapped 1o it are two Jeather
mailbags,

Trafhic:

. There was relatively litile
suto or Irock irsffic in 1940.
Horzes were still used occasion-

olly in Boro Park to poll wagons.
We had a fruit and vegetable
dealer who came sround with his
horse drawn wagon two or three
times a week. The jceman had a
horse drawn wagon and delivered
jce daily in the summer time. The
borses would sometimes slaw traf-
fic doym as they tried to pass them.
The streets or gutiers, z¢ they were
called, would often have horse
wastes o small piles scattered
around in different Iocations where
the horses hnd been standing. The
borses and tbe wasies nttracied
many flies including borae Oies.
Horses were also used for
pleasure. The horse Jrawn mesry-
go-round children’s ride, or car
gusel, was 3 commob sight as
the merry-go-round man visited
different streets in the summer
time to give chlidren rides for 2
penny or two. Little ponies were
used 1o give children rides for =
few cenis or by photographers
who came around to 1ake pictures

of the children on the ponies for

a small fee.

In the Iate 30's, probably

until 1941, the communist parfy,
- weas still very active in the US.A..

In Boro Park on Friday nights
communis¢ party representatives
would set up a platform and make
speeches. The usual location that
I remeniper vwas on ihe corner of
13th ave. and 44th street between
the two stores, Woolworth and
Kresges. The piatform was set up
in the gutter gnd passersby would
gather around and listen to the
party speeches. All business was
apen Friday night in those days
and many people walked along
131h ave. then o the evenings.

When Russia sigoed a
peace treaty with Germany, dur-
ing WWTII, the comununist speak-
ers were jeered and booed and
were nol able to speak, Whep the
U.S. declared war sgainst Ger
many (o Dec. 1941 the commu-
nists didn’t dare to show up aay
more.

May1 1,1995

There were occasional
otber speakers as well. Sometimes
there were peddlers selling newly
Adlscovered all purpose medicines.
Sometimen there were religious
speakers such as missionaries.
During election yesrs there were
occasional political speakers and
caodidaticy for office.

UNITEDR YESHIYOS

Boro Park Historical So-
—ciety recently acquired a photo-
copy of a 56 page pamphle( called
“Yeshivos Review” which was
published In April 1941 by the
United Yeshivos Foundation Inc.
Some of our older readers may
recsl! the work of the Unlted
Yeshivos Foundation in the late
30's and early 40°’s. They were
organlzed to help nll the yeshlvas

by forming a ualted fund-raising
arganization and campaigso. Mem-
, bership was one dollar prr year and
each member was automaticaily en-
rolled in = kind of lattery which
provided substanlia)l moneiary
prizes. The proceeds of this United
Fund Raisiog Campaign was distrib-
uted fo (he participating yeshivos
throughout the U.S.A.

In 1941 there were three
yeshivos in Boro Park which are
listed in the pamphlet. They were
The Hebrew Institute of Boro Park,
The Yeshiva Torath Emeth, and The

Yeshiva Torath Emeth, and The
Shuiamith Institute for Girly. There
were 36 yeshivos throughont the
U.S.A, which are listed in this pam-
phlet. Today there zre mare than
36 yeshivos in the Boro Park Com-
munity alone. .

The pamphlet describes 18 of
the yeshivos In some detail includ-
ing the following (wo from Boro
Park. Many of the resders will find
some of the details and the names
of great interest.

continued on page 6
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HEBREW INSTITUTE OF
BORO PARK
13th Avenoe and 50th Streer
Brooklyn, New York
The Yeshivay Eitz Chaim, es-
tablisbed In » nelghborbood nlmost
entirely Jewish, is one of the prides
of the Borough Park community, by
which it Is kuowmw as the Hebrew

Institute. It was founded in 1916,

and chartered by the University of
the Siafe of New York, whose rep-
resentative has Jauded its plant, lis
administration, sod instruction as
being far nbove the average.

Begun with seven students jn
s rented synagogue room, this out-
standing yeshlva now occupies an
entire block at ils preseui location.
Over five bundred pupils sre cared
for by forty-two instructor, through
al} gredes including the first year
of high school.

The principal of the Hebrew
dcpartment is Rabbi M. I, Shulman;
of the secnjar school, Max Xufela.
Of the oearly (thousand graduates
there are maoy who have distin-
guished themselves in Amecicasn and
Europesn Yeshivos and colleges,
including the Yeshlva College, Ox-
ford, and the Sorbonne. There are
fwo Pulitzer and one Rhodes
Scholzr among them.

The officers include: presi-

Alex  Lebman;  vice
presidents, Hyman Bergman, Irviog
M. Bunim, Henry L. Kravshar,
Wilhiam ‘Welngarien, apd George
Fish; financial secretary, Samuel
Greenfield; treasurer, Philip Bodek.
The president of the Indie’s auxil-
fary is Mrs.Goldie Kraushar.

dent,

YESHIVA TORATH EMFTH
4407-12th Avenuve,
Brooklyn New York
Providing slmost personal Instruc-
tion jn small classes, the Veshivas
Torath Emeth of Brooklyn has In
eleven years expanded into an fn-
stitution with an enrollmept of 175,
and with six secular classes beaded
respectively by Rabhi Jacob Shapiro
and Mr. M. Maadel. It bay 200
gredoafes ,who studied in iis origl-
oAl 48th Streed location and fp its
present comfortable quarters at
4407 12th Aveoue. -

This institotion Is noleworihy
not alobe for its work amoung the
Jews in Borough Park and vicinity,
but also for an openhesrtedness
which has impelled it to sccept 75
percent of free pupils. These include
20 refugees as well.

The presest structure bas
been used for 1hree years. Plans for
pansion and sd of ac-
tivities are constantty before the
loyn) and hard working officlals.

The officers inciude B. Sbber,
president; D. Jotkowitz, first vice-
president; Joseph Deuich, second
vice-president; M. Bicgeleisen, sec-
retary; and Samuel Waldman, chair
mon of the board of directors.

The officers of the ladie’s
muxiliary are: president, Mrs, D.
Danizl; vice-president, Mrs. R,
Waldmen; treasuvrer, Mrs. L.
Deutsch. Mr. Ben Lieber s presi-
dent of the Young Folk’s League.

AN 1896 DESCRIPTION OF

JEWISH STUDENTS

The folowing article pp-
peared recently in the newsletter of
“The Greater Ridgewood Histori-
ca)l Society Inc.” It shouvld be of
Inierest 1o our readers 1o see how
the Jewish students were viewed in
1896.

(From The Whilertone Herald, Sune 11, 1096)

“ Tbe records of the public
schools of New York City show that
the stiendance of the Hebrew chil-
dren |5 more regular than the =i
tendance of any other class, and that
tbeir standard of scholarship is
bigher. No =acrifice is considered
100 grest by the Hebrew fother and
mother 1o Keep their children at
school as long as possible,

A Hebrew who cannot read
and write bis own langoage at least
it the exception, An educstional
restriction op education would have
no appreciable effect in excluding
Russian Hebrews. The Hebrews are
& temperate people, and the saloon

is not likely 10 become an clement
in their soclal snd political life.
Instead of beer and strong alco-
holjc ligquors, they drink enormous

quantities of 1¢s aad coffes. He-
brew immigration Js free from the
objection so commonly urged
against immigration in genernl,
that it increases crime and pan-
perism. The Hebrew quarter in
New York, abthough more densely
populsted than any oiher fene-
@ent districe, Is rarely the scene
of serious brawls or disturbances.™

RABBI SAMUEL E. STRAUSS
Rabbt Samnel E. Strauss

was the Rabbl of Congregstion
Ohel Abraham Mishkaon Joseph

“V‘ located al #9431-18th Avenue, from
approximately 1940-1944_ X re-
member him becsuse my family

1, 1995

aftended services ai that syna-
gogue in those yeass. He was (he
Rabbj there when my grand:
mother 1ds Kipust (R.1.P) passed
away In 1941 and he come [0 our
home to pay a condolence cal).

While looking through the
books in my heme library recently,
I came across a copy of a book
he had writien in 1944 and had
prescated (6 my grandfather. The
title of the bnok is Gan Shmuel.
The front page notntlon stalcs,
“Lectures and Interpretations
upon Biblical and Tsimudic Sub-
Jects.”

The Rabbi’s sddress and
phone number are lisied as, 5d-
dress:1683-53 St., Tel.: Windsor
8-4023. 1 remcmber pasying Rabbi
Stranss’s house ¢n many 0CCRsIONS
and was atiracted to the sign in
front of his house which read
“Rabbl Samuel E. Strauss-Per-
former of al1 Rabbinlcal Perfor-
mances.” I do not remember if the
sign was at the Jocation of the ad-
dress mentioned in the book or at
a different location where he lived.
Pzrhaps one of the resders will
recall the sign and the Jocation.

TITANK YOU BROOKLYN
UNION GAS CO.

The Boro Park Society
wishes to extend its sincere thunk
yYou and appreciation (0 Brook-
Iyn Union Gas Co. for its annval
grant 10 the BPHS. The grant was
slocated for use in further devel:
oping the archives of the society.
The archives of the BPHS con-
sists of photographs, articles,
boeks, magazines, documents, and
other memorabilia relating to
Boro Park history. Additional ac-
quisitions will he made with this
grant.

MAY PHOTO EXHIBIT

A photo display of Boro Park
historica) scenes Is on exhibit a( the
B.P. branch of the Brooklyn Pub-
Jic Library ai 43rd Street near b3th
Avenue. The exhibit sponsored by
the BPHS is on display during the
entlre month aof May.

JOIN THE BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Yaou can hetp research, pre-
serve, and publicize the history of
this community in several ways. You
can submit your own memories of
Boro Park and your family histery
én the community Yon can also belp
by becoming a member for only $5
per year (33 for retired), $10 for
business or organizatlons. Life
membership is aymilable for fami-
lies a1t $100 or for businesses or
organizafions for $200. You are in-
vited 10 foin and support its work.
B.P.IV.S.: 1276-461h St., Bklyn NY
nznygd
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I REMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
- by Dr. Philip ). Kipust

MORE ABCUT GAMES
Deay Dr. Kipust:

Your article on children's
games awakened many
memories. Boys and girls
played “Muy 1 Take a Giant
Step”, in the sueel. A leader
was chosen and the other
children faced him in a row.
The leader said, for example,
“Lucille, you may take (one
or two or thiee) giant steps.”
If the selected child forgor 1o
say "May 12" he or she was
out of the game, which con-
tnued until one child, the
winner, remained. There was
a different game called
“Three -Feet 10 Germany”.
Unfortunately, I can’t rtemem-
ber how 1his game was
played nar can anyone 1
asked.

At birthday parties we

played “musical chairs® oy
“Marching to Jerusalem®

Ler's say if 1en children were
present, nine chairs were
placed in a row. An aduh
would play a tune on a piano
(humming would serve the
same purpose). When the
planc  playing suddenly
stopped, we children ail
rushed to sit down on 2
chair. ‘The race was to the
swift, and the child who

remt;-;ed standing would be
" the game. A chair

Sueet (demolished) and play

for hours. We were usually
unable 10 finish the game in
one day and the game would
be continved for days, some-
umes for as long as a week.
Even today, T sull find the
game fascinating--although,
then and now, 1 always lose!
Then there was a toy sold
to girls called, to the best of
my memory, “Lariat™. 1t con-
sisted of a length of colored
ctepe paper about 1/2 inch
wide, inserted in a handle.
When the handle was
pressed, the crepe paper
flew out in 2 circle, tike 2 lar-
iar.
How pleasant and fleeling
are the pleasures of youth!
LUCILLE POSNER

We thank Lucille Posner,
an officer of the Boro Park
Historical Society for her
interesting letter.

The game *Three Feet to
Germany* as 1 remember
playing it, was as follows: All
the players lined up on one
curb while the person who
was “it" stood in the middle
of the gunter and called out
“Three Feet 1o Germany".
‘The players on the curb took
three steps as large as possi-
ble, into the gutter and stood
there, Each player then tried
10 run t© the opposite curb
without being tagged by the
caller. Whoever was tagged

by the caller became “it” and
became the caller during the
next round. If he didn' tag
anyone the caller way “ir”
again.

TERRITORY

Mr. Shmuel Goldstein, of
Goldstein Press, on 46 St
and 16. Ave., advised me Ui
1 left out a game boys played
very often called TERRITO-
RY. In this game baoys would
draw a line in the ground to
form a circle or a square,
then the boys would throw a
pocket knife into that area If
the knife stuck in the ground
the thrower waould draw the
line in the direction that the
knife was facing and cut a
piece of the circle or square.
The abjeci of the game was
to cut up the tesritory until
there was not enough lift for
the player to fit his foot in it.
The last boy to cut the terri-
tory was the winner.

in those days boys ofien
carried pocket knives very
proudly in order to play
games or 10 carve wood elc.
Using knives for fighting or
for crime or even for self
protection was unhearsd of.

We thank Shmuel
Goldstein for bringing this
information to our attention.

Dear Dr. Kipust,

My article of 9-3-87 about
Rabbis and Cantors in
Congregation Bnai Yehuda

during the late 1920's, 1930
and 1940's mentioned Arele
Diamond as one of the
Cantars. The name should
have been Arele Blum.

continued on page 8
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Al the conclusion of that
article, ) promised to discuss
spons in Boro Park during
those years. To this day, 1 did
not  keep my promise
However, your beavuful and
exwnsive hst of games in
general 50 years ago woke
me up. So thanks to you 1
will concertrate on “ball”
sports that were gpopular
from 1925 (the year my fam-

ily moved to 1676-52ad S1.) 7

thru the decade of the 1940's
or a few years following the
Second World War.

tn my book, punchball
was the most popular spornt
and for several reasons:

1 Punchball was played
on almost any streef But
some streets were favored.
Our punchball team had as
its home coun the wide 17th
Ave., staning from the corner
of 52nd St. and streiching
toward 53rd St. The staniing
peint or “home plae” was
the round sewer cover in the
middle of the gutter. The
playing field then took the
shape of a diamond with 1st
base located 50 feet away on
the gurter touching the side-
walk. 2nd base was on a line
with home plate in the mid-
die of the gutter, usually on
another round sewer cover,
also some 50 feet from 1st
base. Coming back toward
home plate, exactly opposite
Ist base was 3rd base. With
1st base and 3rd base as the
cornerstones, the playing
field stcetched out toward
53td Street and beyond.
Generally, 1be sidewalks
were part of the playing
ficlds, the gardens were not.

2. The ball was a simple,
small, rubber ball, preferably
a “spauldeen high bouncer”’
If we did not hdve- the
money to purchase a
spauldeen, we tore the cover
off an old tennis ball and we
were in business,

3, Punchball had 2 teams
opposing cach other, either
5,6 or 7 men on a tcam. The
teamn on offense had 3 “outs”
(o sCcore as many runs as pos-
sible, similar to modern base-
ball. The defending team
was spread out to prevent
the opponent from reaching
the bases safely and scoring
runs. On the offense, each
player would take a step 0 2
forward and “punch” or slap
the ball, hoping the ball
would bounce in fair temito-
ry and thus he could reach
15t base ahead of the defen-
sive team’s throw to its 1st
baseman.

Again, similar to modern
baseball, the game consisted
of 9 innings, the team with
the most runs was the win-
ner.

Punchball was so competi-
tive that we would wager on
the game. Usually ten cenls
ar rwenty five cents a man,
which was lots of money for
us kids those days.

4. The scarcity of autos in
thode days was -very f[avor-
able. Should an auto be
parked on our court on 17th
Ave., we would simply
release the brake and move
the car to the next block.

5. Punchball had two types
of offensive hitters. First the
long ball hinter (The
Proverbial “2 Sewer Hitter®),
and then the fellow who
would punch or slap the ball
in spots where the defensive
player could not “throw him
out.”

BOXBALL was the next
popular ball sport. again
because the same inexpen-
sive ball was needed and the
game could be played in the
gutter or on the sidewalk.

There were several ver-
sions of boxball. The popular
one was played on the cor-
ner of an avenue. In mMany
ways it was sinilar 1o punch-
ball, but different in that the
playing count was much
smaller, using the fous cor
ners of the gutter as the four
bases:

Boxball made use of a
pitcher, who would single
bounce the ball 1o the barter.
The batter would slap the
ball with his hand. If the bar-
ter placed the ball well, he
ran to 1st base, 2nd base, 3rd
base and on 1o home plate
for 2 home run. The scoring
was similar to punchball, A
maximum of six players
formed a team.

A, miniature form of
boxball was a game called
“Triangle . Remember, any-
body? ;v o

Another popular ball sport
was and still is handball,
played cither against a wall,
a building, or in a schoof
yard. we played with a
Spauldeen.

There were two versions of
handball:*American*and
“Chinese”.In “Chinese™, you
bounced the ball once before
the ball hit the wall.

Dr, Kipust many more ball
sports at a future time. Thank
You!

In the meantime, how about
a Boro Park Old Timer's
Olympics: at P.S. 192 or 164, or
anywhere else in Boro Parck
with Kosher hot dogs, soda,
pretzels, etc? And you as the
commissioner.

We thank Asthur Steinmerz,
a former resident of Boro Park,
for his interesting letter.

According 1o my recollec-

tion we played the game he
called Boxball but we had a
different name for it. 1 think it
was called *Diamond™. We
also played it in the middle of
a block, not necessarily at the
four corners. We drew a count
in the shape of a diamond or
square from one curb across to
the next. Do any of our read-
ers remember another name
for this game?
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The game Triangle was
played in a similar way,
Insicad of four bases there
were only three, first, second
and home. The count was in
the shape of a triangle also
from one curb 1o the other
across the street. A pilcher
would throw the ball on a
bounce and the hiner would
slap it and run to the first base.
The rules of punchball applied
except that the ball must be hit
within the riangle termritory.

The game we called Boxbal!
was played on the sidewalk
with two players facing each
other and two cement boxes
between them.The bal!
(Spauldeen) was slapped by
one player into the box of his
opponent and the opponent
would slap it back afier it
bounced. Each player could
put one foot into his box. If
the ball hit any of the lines or
landed ocutside his opponents
box. The hiner was out and
the opponent received a point.
When one earned eleven
points, or whatever amount
was agreed upon, he would
win the game:

The game was sometimes
modified to include four play-
ers with four boxes in a square
following the same rules. Four
boxes could be found in dri-
VE“YS, near corners or in-
front of stores.

We thank Mr. Steinmez also
for his suggestion of forming a
Borc Park Old Timer's
Olympics and especially for
offecing me the title of

, Commissioner. 1've  been

offered many positions and
called many things in my life-
time but this is the first Ume,
(including all my dreams and
fanuasies) for the e of
Commissioner.

ADDITIONAL MEMORIES

OF THE FORTIES

Toys and games were
made of wood, paper, metal
or rubber. There were no
plastic products then. Chess
and checker pieces were
made of wood. Real expen-
sive ones were made of
ivory.

Even forks and spoons
used for picnicking were
made of wood. If you pur-
chased a cup of ice cream
(Dixie Cup) you would get a
small wooden spoon with it
Today mest of these prod-
ucts are made of plastic.

In 1940 we still wrote with
fountain pens, there were no
ball point pens yet. We used
ink blotters to help the ink
dry faster and ink eradicators
to help eradicate errors
made when writing with ink,
Nowadays we use white out
10 correct errors when  writ-
ing with ball point pens or
typing.

Homes were heated with
coal fuel in 1940. The coal
man would deliver truck
loads of coal which wouid
be delivered to the basement
of the house with barrels
The coal would be poured
down a metal shute and col-
lected into a barrel at the
other and. Ashes had to be
cleaned from the furnace
daily and taken out to the
streer.



FIRST USA BICYCLE PATH
CELEBRATES 100 YEARS
(submitted by B M. Selevan)

As it is said that "no man is
an island”, similarly it can be
s2id that “no neighborhood
i5 an island”. Every neigh-
bothood is subject to influ-
ences from outside it's bor-
ders, be they economic,
social, political, etc.,while it,
in e exerts influence in
other areas.

In that vein | would like to
present a siory of Ocean
Parkway  which adjoins
Borough Park, particularly

focusing on the Ocean
Parkway bicycle path.

This year marks one hun-
dred years since the opemng
of the first dedicated bicycle
path in the United Suates.
The path, along Ocean
Patkway in Brooklyn from
Prospect Park to Coney
Island, wvas opened with
great fanfare on June 15,
1895. Here's how it hap-
pened.

In 1876 Ocean Parkway
was completed and opened
from the still new Prospect
Patk 10 a Coney Istand just
sfarting to become a popular
resort. It was a new type of
road, a ‘Parkway’, intended
as an extension of Prospect
Park. At that time cycling in
this country was sgll in its'
infancy, the domain of a
small number of people rid-
ing primitive machines.
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This soon changed, how-
ever, In the following years
cycling grew and grew in
popularity 25 grear improve-
ments were made in technal-
ogy of cycles. The advent of
the safery bicycle, pneumatic
nures and more making the
bicycle more safe and com-
fortable, along with mass
production by American
manufaciurers brought about
the bicycle craze of the
1890's. The 'Silent Steed” as it
was somelimes  called,
brought greatly enhanced
mobility to millions of
Americans. Newspapers and
magazines were filled with
cycle news and adveruse-
ments. Although the vehicles
then were significandy more
costly than today, millions
purchased their own vehi-
cles.

In an America becoming
more and more urbanized,
the horse was of limited
value. In a large city, many
did not have room for
and/or could not afford the
feed and upkeep of a horse.
A bicycle was an arractive
alternative, being quiet,
quick, relatively clean and
not needing 10 be fed, ec. It
did not need a stable for it's
lodgings.

Brooklyn and New York
were hotbeds of cycling with
a number of ¢lubs and many
riders who campaigned for a
bicycle path to Coney Isiand
fruidessly for some Yyears.
When a new adsinistration
camne into office one year, a
sympathetic ear was found
and work finaily began on
the path. Interestingly, the
cost of the new path was
shared with the city by the
cycling community; as the
city claimed to be shont of
funds.

On June 15, 1895 the path
opened with a parade of
thousands of cyclists passing
by a flag and bunting draped

reviewing stand coniaining
the Mayor of Brooklyn, most
of his cabinet, cycling digni-
taries and a miliary band
thousands of spectators lin-
ing the route to Coney
Island. It was a spectacular
day. The path was so popu-
lar that it was widened,
redone and a return path
constructed in  following
years. o

After the rurn of the new
century, the cycling craze
died down as automobiles
became the rage on the land.
The path became less busy.
As cycling declined with
some exceptions, so did the
first path.

One hundred years later,
cycling has come back 2 bit.
The bicycle path still exists,
albeit in a truncated form,
narrower, neglected, rerout-
ed and encroached upon. It's
mere existence though, far
one hundred years, is worthy
of remark, commemaration
and reflection.

Ed: We thank Mr B M,
Selevan, an officer in the
Boro Park Historical Society,
for his interesting article.

" PARTICIPATE IN THE
BORO PARK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY ACTIVITIES

You can help further the
research, preservation and
publication of the history of
this comrmunity by submit-
ting your own memaories,
attending meetngs, volun-
teering your time and skills
and becoming a member.
Membership dues are $5 a
year ($3 for retired), $10 for
business or organizations.
tife memberships now avail-
able for $100 per family.
Write to Boro Park Historical
Sociery :

1272-46th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11219

177



o Park Community News

WAS NOT PUBLISHED

IN OCTOBER 1995




» Boro Park Comm

unily News » Nov. 2, 1995

! REMIEMIBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

The following are the min- |

ules of the annual generail
membership meeting of the
Boro Park Historical Society
beld at the Greater New York
Savings Bank The minules
were prepared and submitted
by Lucille Posner, Secretary of
the B.P.H.5. We thank her for
ber interesting contribution.
ANNUAL MEETING
JUNE 6, 1995

Jucgue Frivdman, President,
greeted 1the audience and
thanked Pasi President Dr.
Philip Kipust for contributing
1o the success of the Boro
Park Hisiorical Society
(BPHS).

President Friedman said
thal the Sociery's next goal is
to have a mim-muscum. To
tha1 end, photographs, yes-
baoks. and erther memorablio

have been acquired and
donated. He expressed thanks
16 Rahbi Shock, who had just
given 1he BPHS severatl
phenograph records of the
frenowned Cantor Moshe
Koussevitsky of Boro Park.
IRA KIUGER-GUEST SPFAKER
Lucille Posner introduced
Ira Kluger, Co-President of the
Canarsie Historica) Society.
Mr. Kluger has lived in
Canarsie most of his life. He is
a0 Assistant deputy Director
in the NYC Office of Legal
Affairs. He is on the Board of
Directors of the Flatbush
Historicai Sociery, the Sunset.
Park Historical Society, and
the Liberty Pole Association.
He is a membher of the Bay
Ridge Historical Society, and
the Sociery of Old
Brooklynites. lle also serves

-ed the

on the House Commiitee of
\he wyckolf House
Association. Ms. Posner said
that Ira Kluger was undoubt-
edly the person most qualified
to speak on historical soci-
eties in Brooklyn.

Mr Kluger said the leading
historical society in Brooklyn
is the Brooklyn Historical
Sociery, founded in 1864. He
explained how various locul
historica) societies  funcuon.
Some local historical societies
do not have members but
make information available to
writers, schoolchildren, etc.
These are the Bensonhurst

Historical Saciety, the
Kingsborough Histonical
Society, the Gravesend

Historical Society, and the
Sheepshead Bay Historical
Society- The Canarsie
Historical Sociery, founded in
1982, has members, conducts
research, publishes historical
articles in a neighborhood
newspaper, and has a table at
the annual Welcome Back to
Brooklyn Fair. The weeksville
Historical Society takes its
name from a community of
African-Americans, located in
what is now Bedford-
Stuyvesant. The  Wycoff
House Asscciation finances
and maintains the Wycoff
farmhouse in Fladands. Bob
Diamond, who discovered the
abandoned railtoad tuanel
under Atlantic Avenue, found-
Brooklyn Railroad

Association.  The  Fort
Hamilton - Historical —Sociery
focuses on the history of Fort
Hamilton.

Mr. Kluger said that the
Boro Park Historical Society
has members, and maintains
archives, and has a column, “|
Remember Boro Park,” in the
Boro Park Community
News. He commended
Baruch Selevan and Dario
Marotta for their thocough
research.

President Fricdoum k!
ira Kluger lor his compiehea-
sive and illuminating prescen-
tation and called upan Past
President Dr. Philip Kipust o
extend greetings. Dr. Kipust

pointed out that the BPHS
hopes to foster cesidents’
pride in their neighborhood
and to awaken nosialgic
memories as well as preserve
the history of the neighbor-
hood. Neighborhoad schoals
and writers doing research
frequently call him for infor-
mation. The BPHS also has
given the Boro Park and
Mapleton Libraries reference
matenals, including the book
containing a compilation of
Remember Boro Park”
columans.

JOHN J.GALLAGHER
GUEST SPEAKER
President Friedman intrO-
duced John ). Gallagher,
author of the book, The Batile
of Brooklyn-1776. Mec.
Gallagher, a Park Slope resi-

dent, lived in Europe ftor
Tmany-years; where he was'2
reporter for Hearst
Newspapers and Fairchild
FPublications.
continued on page 6
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His major inter-

est is history. He is the largesr,

single conuibutor to the
Encyclopedia of the City of
New York, soon to be pub-
lished. He wrote the book,
Human Proportion, about the
building of the Upper West
Side and wrote the Brooklyn,
Queens, and Suaten Island
Sections of the New Yorg
Walk Book.

Mr. Gallagher expressed his

pleasure ar being invited o _

speak at the meeting. He

“-observed that Brooklyn has'

more historical organizations
than any other borough in

New York City. Brooklyn res-
idents are proud of their her-
itage and seek 1o preserve jt,
He pointed out that the first

1 battle after the signing of the
Declaration of Independence
took place in Brookiyn.

On August 22, ‘1776, a com-
bined force of 22,000 British
and Hessian soidiers landed
°on Grvesend Bay and near
where Fon Hamilion is now,

Only 12,000 uU.s. soldiers
were stationed in Brooklyn.

Some British troops
marched down 18ih Avenue
and then down OIg New
Utrechr Road, towards the
town of Flatbush.

Mr. Gallagher related the
story of Nelje Cowenhoven, a
beautiful young widow with a
baby. Nelje lived with her
father-in-law, Garren
Cosenhoven, on the
Cowenhoven farm at 52nd
Street and 18th Avenue. As
the British troops marched
down 18th Avenue, Garren
Cowenhoven, Nelje, and her
baby were in a wagon,
preparing 1o flee. Nelje sud-
denly remembered that she
had left her large mirror
behind. She handed the baby
t© her father-in-law and ran
back into the house 10
retrieve the ‘mirros. The family
left a slave behind 10 waich
over the canle and the house.

When the British arrived at
the farm, they asked the slave
if his owner was loyal 1o King
George 1II. To alt questions,
the faithful fellow only
answered, “My master is
Garrett Cowenhoven.” (Mr.
Galtagher explalned that,
because of the liberal policies
of the Dutch, Brooklyn had
the largest percentage of free
Blacks in the thirteen
colonies.)

On August 27,1776 at 9:00
A-M., in the vicinity of what is
now 3rd Avenue and 8th
Street, near the Gowanus
Creek, 17,000 British soldiers
faced 1,800 U.S. soldiers. The
British army was made up of
professional soldiers and the
U.S. army consisted of citizen
volunteers. Realizing that he
was hopelessly outnumbered,
U.S. General Sterling ordered
his men to retreat across
Gowanus Creek, leaving 400
Maryland soldiers 1o draw the
enemy fire, it was clear the
battle was Jost and it was
expected that  the 400
Maryland soldiers would sur.
render. instead, they countes-
2tiacked. General Washington
watched the hatile from
Brooklyn Helghts and said,
"What brave men | nwst this
day lose.* Of the 400, 256
Maryland soldiers were killed;
the rest made it back to the
American lines,

The British had won the
first bartle of the
Revolutionary War and pre.
pared 10 antack the 0.8, army,
who were camped  on
Brooklyn Heights. However,
It was raining and windy on
the night of August 27th angd
the British decided 10 wait
until the weather cleared
before mounting an atack.
There is no doubt that, when
the British soldiers stormed
Brooklyn Heights,
Washington's army would be
destroyed and  1he British
would win the war.

Even though the winds and
rain made rowing on the Fast
River hazardous, the
Amerncin army managed to
escape 0 Manhattan thal
night. It so happened that
some of General
Washington's soldiers were
New England fishermen, who
could rosv almost as soon as
they could walk They suc-
ceeded in rowing all of
Genernl Washington's soldiers
o Monhattan  during  tha
stormy night. When dawn
broke, the Rritish saw that
George Washington and hia
:lffny were no !Oﬂgtl’ mn
Brooklyn. The American army
fought on and the rest, as they
say, is history!

Mr. Gallagher showed slides
of the areas described in his
hook. Battle Yass, down
which the British marched, is
now part of Prospect Park.
The terrain in Prospect Park
looks the same now as it did
in 1776. Jacque Friedman
thanked John Gallagher for
his very interesting presenta-
uvon and said he looked for-
ward 1o reading the detailed
story in the book, The Baitle
of Brooklyn-1776G. )

President Friedman said
that annual membership dues
are $5 for individuals, $3 for
retired pessons, and $10 for
institutions and businesses.
Life membership dues are
$100 for individuals and S?OO
for institutions and organiza-
tions. 1

The president invited inter-
ested persons to join the
Executive Commirtee. He
thanked the audience fol
attending the meeting and
said that he looked forward to
seeing them at the 1996 annu-
al meeting.



Boro Park Community News » Nov. 2, 1995 »

MORE GAMES AND TOYS
One of the popular play-
things used by boys dusing
the 30's and 40's was the
home made scooter. 1t was
constructed by mailing an
arange crate or some other
\\tooden fruits ¢cemte on t© 2
Piver of 2x4 wood about S o
6 Jeer kg tinder 1he 2x4
woull he  mtached  skore
wheels

The boys would scooter
along on 1he sidewalk or gut-
ez by holding on o the
wooden crie 0 (ront ol
them, placing one fool on the
2x4 wood und ihe other fool
on the ground, ruioning o linle
and ihen jumping on 10 the
scootes with both feer, the
metal skale wheels on the
sidewalk made a tot of noise.
Some mare innovative hoys
would antach wooden handles
o the crate and reflecrive mir-
1015 10 1he back of the scool-
ec. This wus a4 common (oy
dusing the depression years
when money was scarce.
Boys loved 10 own their own
acooter and would ride thetn
frequenily.

SIXTH GENERATION
BORO PARKERS

In previous columns we
asked our readers if they
knew of any fifth generation
Boro Parkers now living in
the conymvnity and to share
that information with us. we
define the 1erm "Boro Parker”
loosety to include anyone
who lived in Boro Park at
some time in his or her life. |

In our column of march '94 1
in 3 piece entitled “Old Boro-
Patkers Unite® we wrote
about the union of rwo fifth
generation Boro  Parkers,
Shtoime Weissman and
Shaindy Kornfeld. We are
bappy to report that a sixth
generaion  Boro  Parker,
Elimelech Weissman, wWas
born to them (thank G-d) on
Feb. 21, 1995.

In May ‘94 in a piece enti- 1
tled “More Old Boro Parkers '
Unite" we wrote about the
union of a fifih generation

Boro Parker , my granddavgh-
ter, Toby Yarmush, to a third
generation Boro Parker, Sadya
Grama. We are again happy
w report-a sixth generation
Boro Parker, Chaya Esther
Grama was born 10 them
thank G-d) on Octoher 28
1995.

Both bubics, cousins, trace
their lineage to Elias and Ida
Kipust {RIP} who moved t©
Boro Park in 1921. In both
cases there are four genera-
tions currently living in Boro
Park. The previous [wo gener-
ations passed away while liv-
ing in Boro Park.

There uadoubtedly are
other residents in the commu-
nity who are fifth or sixth gen-
eration Boro Parkers. We
would like 10 hear from them,
listing the names, and other
information. This information
witl be kept in our archives
and included in this column.

THE BORO PARK

MOVED TO NEW QUAKRTERS
The previous Ppremises of
the Boro Park Historical
Sociery (BPHS) were sold and
the society Wwas therefore
required to move o new
quarners. The BPHS was
thereby placed in a dilemma.
The previous office space was
graciously and generously
provided rent free by the
owner Mr. Kulok who had
family reots in Boro Park and
was interested in the work the
sociery was doing. Now the
society did not have sufficient
funds to rent office space. It
does nol receive any govern-
ment grants or funding. The
small income it receives from
membership dues and dona-
tions and utility company pro-
ject grants is just enough ©
cover the expenses of acquir-
ing photos, videos, and other
items for the archives, mun-
ning meetings and mailing
expenses. There are 0O paid
employees. All the work is

done by volunteer members.

The officers of the society
were unsuccessful in locating
office space rent fiee or 3t

very minimum costs. What 10
do?

Fortunately, one of the offi-
cers of the BPHS came (o its
rescue, graciously and gener-
ously offering to pay half the
rent for one year if the society
succeeds in raising the other
half. The officers happily and
thankfully accepied this offer
and agreed to spend adklition
al tire aod clfort attempling
10 roise the additional funds
necessary to continue ils
operations.

The BPHS was successful in
locaring new office space, ina
very good jocation and at
reasonable rental. The new
location is at 4707 13th Ave,
One flight up, above “Zolands

- for Men and Boys™ store. The

new premises are jarger and
and nicer than the previous
one. It is also the locarion
where Brooklyn Boro
President Howard Golden
had his districs office giving it
a lile historical prominence.

The new office space will
enuable the BPHS o go whewl

with its long standing dream
and plans 1o develop a liule
mini musevnm of Boro Park
history. It hopes 10 arrange for
public viewing hours to
_enable school classes or the
genecal public to visit  the
museum,

In order to help the BPHS
continue its work and expand

its activities it is searching for

sources of funds from indus-

try, private philanthropists or

government granis. Perhaps
our readers may be in a posi-
tion to help. The BPHS is 2
purely cultural organization,
- non-denominational, non-

political, non-profit and may

be entiled 10 funds or grants
stipulated for such purposes.
In addition membership

dues, life membership dues

and general donations will

help the organization survive

and expand its activities.
Dues are only $5 ($10 for

“business or organizalion, $3
| for retired, $100 life member-
ship per year). Donations and
dues should be sent 1o BPHS
4707 13th Ave. Brooklyn, NY
11219, or call 854-1033 or
little bt

436-7729.
helps.

Every
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3} RENMEMBER BORO PARK
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
by Dr. Philip J. Kipust

Dear Dr Kipust:

1 always ceacd yowr col-
mmn "1 Romcember, Boco
Park” with nterest, being o
third gencration  Boro
Parker.

Some (imc last year you
had a columin concerning
life herc in the 1940's as
opposcd 1o the 1990's. My
famity moved to Boro Park
in 1951, so 1 have no recol-
Jection of the 40's but
thought you might want to
publish something about
the 1950's and am happy to
give you my recollections
1o that end.

During the 1950's, per-
haps only 25% of the popu-
Jation +was Hassidic, as
opposed to ncar 80% today

{my own estimation).
Then, approximately 35%
were Orithodox,

Conservative and a scatter-
ing of Reform Jews, about
30% Iialian and the
remainder Puerto Rican,
Scandinavian and other
European residents. 1
remember only two RBlack
familics in the neighbor-
hood at 1hat 1ime.

In the 1950's, very few
business  establishments
werc open on Sunday.
Whercas t1oday almost all
are open with the excep-
tion of liquor stores which
are prohibited by law from
doing business on Sundays.
Two that were open on
Sundays In the 1950's were
Rothstein's  “Department
Store” on 13th Avenue
(near 39th St.) and a bak-
ery on the S/E side of Fe.

Hamilion. Pkwy and 41s1
Street (naunc forgotoen).,

In additlon to the Boro
Park Hardware Store on
$9th St. & 14th Avenue and
the Weiss Men's Wear on
13th Ave. between 44th and
45th Strects, mentioned in
your 1940's article as stlll
operating today, four
stores that I know of that
were there in the 1950's
-and sdll exist today are
Lanc’s Drug Store {now at
4623-13th Ave.), Linick's
Toys (4811 13th Ave),
Scomno’s Bakery, now great-
ly expanded from the orig-
inal store at 3807-13th Ave.
and a candy store (name
unknown) on New Utrecht
Ave. between 44th and 45th
Streets (E/S) right near the
subway entrance.

Speaking of candy stores,
! fondly remember one
(names wnknown) on 12th
Avenue & 43cd Street (S/W
corner) operated by a Mr.
Smith whose eyeglasses
were so thick they resem-
bled Coke bottle bocttoms. 1
remember one time that
friend and 1 each had a
quarter and decided o
spend@ our combined 50¢
on candy a1 this store.
Since most candy cost from
one 10 five cents at this
tdme, we got a huge amount
and then proceeded to
devour it while sitling on

iy front stoep (hat aley
nouvn. We were both »o
gorged that we couldn’t cut
dinner.

There was Ebingers
Bakery on 13th  Ave.
(between 49th &% 50th
Streets) on the E/S that pro-
vided the necighborhood
with 2 varlety of exquisitc
baked goods. My father and
L were particularly fond of
their raisin bread and
coconut custard pic. There
was another bakery,
Hascomb's, at the N/W cor-
ner of 13th Ave. & 44th
Street, right next to
Woolworth's, that sold ice
cream In what was then

called “bricks” of vanilla,
chocolate and strawberty.
My family would buvy a
brick (sold only in the sum-
mer) then slice it in pieces
to make ice cream sodas
with Hoffman's Black
Cherry Soda. When this
bakery closed in 1959,
Flagg Brolhers Shoe Store
opened there. As an
inducement o customers
during the first week of
operation, they gave a
handsome wood shoeshine
box, complete with several
tins of polish, brushes and
<hamois cloth with each
pair of shoes purchased.
Both my grandfather and
father purchased shoes as a
resuolt and these shoeshine

continued on page 6
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boxes are still used by our

family,
1 fondly remember
Packer's Supermarket at
the corner of New Utrecht
Avenue and 46th Street
(8/B) now occupied by
Boro Park Lumber. It had
IWo entrances one on New
Utrecht (main) and the
other on 46th Street. The
latter was my favorite
because it was there that
the giant red Coca Cola
machine was situated. Put
your coin in and a cold,
dewy bomle siid out.
Readily opened by a tug
upon the built in bottle '
opener on the upper left
hand corner of the
machine - and then, the
thirst quenching quality it
had! A stack of wooden bot-
tle holders stood necarby
ifor the empties. But we
pa}ronIch supermarkets
primarily for the produce
and canned goods. For
everyday pgroceries my
grandmother would call
one of two grocers
(depending on which one
she was mad at) either
Hg'e:?vi‘,c on 12th Avenue
8, cen 44th and 43rd
€ets on the W/S who was
:h',:onccnu—.;ﬂon <camp sur-
lhem;wor Mr. Schubert on
B W corner of 12th
Bou.:ue and 43rd Street.
of these had their

sons deliver and §¢ was the
customary tp. My grand-
mother was also a weekly
caller to the Silver Star
Butcher  at 3906-13th
Avenue for home deliveries
but when they moved out
patronized the White Eagle
Market at 628 5th Avenuc.

Both mYy grandmother
and grandfather worked in
Brooklyn laundries. 1In fact
that's where they met; they
marcied in 1927. In his
later years my grandfather,
Achilles (arty) wulffaert
worked for the ArTOW and
Champion Laundries. He
worked until he was almost
82, watking 1o work at
§2nd Strect and New
Utrecht Avenue from 44th
Sireet and 12th Avepue
unless there was snow on
the ground, whereupon he
would take a bus. He died
in 1970 and was widely
known throughout
Brooklyn. Hundreds of
people (many of whom the
family did not know)
turned out for his funeral.

There were also the doc-
tors who were always avail-
able for a house call, unlike
1oday. There was Dr. Levy
at 1167.45th Street who
was cross-eyed and sang
«Oh Suzannah” (o me while
giving me a shot and Dr.
Marandino at 1113-45th
Street who had a radiation
device in his office which
he used to treaf various ail-
ments. There also was Dr.
Stoustand of 11th Avenuc
who came to the house
three times a week to give
my grandmother shots for
her arthritis. 1 also want (o
mention a dentist, Dr.
Termini, who was located
on the N/5 of 44th Street
between Ft. Hamilton Pkwy
and 12th Avenuc. My tecth
still have the fillings he
administered in the 1950's.

There also werc certain
neighborhood repalr per-
sons who came to our
house. Some that I remen-
ber are M&B Radio (51st &
New Utrecht Avenue) who
fixed appliances and televi-
sions, the Reliable
Tinsmith Company and

Strafacci Plumbing.

It scems, regarding your
prior articles, that you've
focused primarily on boys
games. There were girls
games too. One was played
with a pink “spaldeen” ball
that lnvolved bouncing it
around the girl's out-
stretched right leg (if she
were right-handed), or if
jeft-handed, the left leg.
The girl would bounce the
ball oo the ground, then as
it rose up to meet her hand,
lift her leg over it, slap the
ball down again, lift her leg
over it and keep repeating
this until she missed. Upon
missing, it became the next
girl’'s wrn. Any number
could play. There werc
many “songs” that were
sung to punactuate the
bounces of the ball but the
one 1 remember Dbest
involved the alphabet. The
object was to have each girl
use different names while
using the samec letter of the
alphabet. Her turn contin-
ued until she missed
bouncing and turning her
leg over each bounce. The
first girl might say, “A
(bounce) my name is Alice
(bounce) and mYy hus-
band's name is Albert
(bounce). He is an accoun-
tant (bounce) and we live
in Arkansas (bounce).” The
girl would then pause if
she wished and then con-
tinue, “B (bounce) my
name is Barbara (bounce)
and my husband’s name is
Bob (bounce). He is a bar-
ber (bounce) and we Live in
Baltimore (bounce). One
won by getting to the letter
'Z first.
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1The way kids chose who
would guet to play first, scc-
ond, third, ctc.,, at games
was usuvally with the fol-
lowing rhyme, touching
(or pointing) at each iIn
turn, “Eeeny, meenie,
miny, moe, catch an Indian
by the toe; if he hollers, Iet
him go”. The child pointed
to, at the word “go” was
first, and the process was
repeated until all had their
turn appointed. The sec-
ond method was known as
“odds and evens”. This
involved stcking out one
finger (0dd) or two fingers
(even) between two chil.
dren. Bach had to call out
either “odd" or “even”
while stretching out their
fingers. The one who called
it right out of three times
got to go first,

I remember the old
Blythbourne Post Office at
561h Street & 13th Avenue
with its rows of post office
boxes in the middle and
the clerks behind ormate
ironwork grills. It also had
2 large wooden table in the
center for people to write,
sort mail or ‘whatever.

Please keep on writing

NEW UTRECHT
DISPENSARY

Dear Dr. Kipust:

In 1912, when 1 moved to
Boro Park with my famity, 1
was one¢ year-old. I remem-
ber going to the New
Utrecht Dispensary when I
was about 8 years old. The
fee for a clinic visit was S0
cents. We used our family
doctor for major illnesses
and went to the clinic for
minor allments.

I remember one time
when the receptionist said
to a little girl, “How come
you are here? You are so
beautifully dressed?™ The
girl’s mother answered “Just
because 1 wash and starch
my lictle girl's dresses does.
n't mmean that J am richt®

1 went with my father to
the laying of the cornerstone
of the Israel Zion Hospital
on June 29,1919, Most of the
area aronnd the new hospi-
tal was stlll farmland. I was
more interested in watching
the horses plowing the fields
than I was in watching the
laying of the cornerstone! I
remember Joseph
Barondess,! who! was a suc-

your derful colu
for the benefit of old and
new residents.

Yours Truly,

. -thank Sue
Markus for her very inter-
esting letter and contribus
tion to the history of this
community.)

ful lawyer. He was a
founder of the Israel Zion
Hospital and he donated
money o many Boro Park
Institutions,

Hannah Harris

(Ed, The above article was
submitted by Lucille Posner,
An officer in the Boro Park
Historical Society. We thank
her and Hannah Hasris, both
past contributors, for this
additional interesting contri-
bution.)
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MORE GAMES

Dear Dr. Kipust:

“Triangle” was also played
in a school yard, with four
bases. A class was divided up
into teams, Two 1eams
played each other during
recess.

“Points”, “Grounders®,
“Immies”, “King of the Royal
Mountain®, “Kick the Can”
and “Kings” were other
games and sports played
years ago.

“Kings™ was related to
Chinese Handball, but each
player had 2 box. For
instance, if there were three
players, each had a box. The
first player was “King®,
objective of the other play-
ers was to advance to
become “King”. If the num-
ber 2 (player) in the no. 2
box defeated the “King”, he

advanced to the no. 1 box
and became “King".
Yours Truly,
Samuel Dyen
(Ed. We thank Samvel
Dyen, a past contribuotor, for
his interesting contribution
to the series on games.)

Dear Dr. Kipust:

Over the last few years you
have responded so kindly t
my linte Boro Park reminis-
cence notes, and since 1995
saw my final departure from
the beloved oid family home
on 49th Street (now to be
home to a new generation of
owners), it would seem not
inappropriate to share with
you some long-ago and lin-
gering impressions.
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The family came o live in
Boro Park in 1930 after a
long tuirn-of-the-(Jast)-centu-
Yy migration — my mother's
parents from Vilna and Riga,
meeting and marrying in
England in 1880, then resid-
ing for some years in Paris
and in Jerusalem. It had
been the dream of my grand-
father's life, as one of the
ploncers in the early Zionist
colonization movermnent
founded by Hugo Pinsker, to
help  build a  Jewish
Homeland. (Yo the meetings
in Paris would come and
sing Abraliam Goldfaden,
lumous lyric composer of
operctias and one of the
lounders of the Yiddish the-
ater,) And finally, to America
~first, to a country village
near Boston, then on 10 vari-
ous Brooklyn districts, com-
ing 10 rest ar last in Boro
Park. My father, though, was
3 Maphattan native (the
youngest of nine siblings
whose parents had emigrat-
ed from Poland before
1900), but on marrying my
beautiful mother he made
the big move to Brooklyn. I
was born in a pgrand oldi
brownstone on St. Mark's
Avenue in Bedford- .
Stuyvesant and was just
three years of age when the
family --my father and moth-
€T, My maternal grandmoth-
€f, my aunt and two uncles--
moved to the stucco and
stone house on 49th Street,
making this truly my
childhood home.

1t is perhaps the aroma of
the dark ocak wood of
which our house was con-
structed that haunts the
memory most, a fragrance
that bespeaks health and
history; it was especially
pungent on rainy days, of
which we had many when T

was a girl. The architect
who designed the place,
the Norweglan-born
Edward Olsen, had been
commissioned to design
every alternate building on
that side of the street. This
grand project was under-
taken by Edward Johnson
(1863-1940), a pioneering
developer and builder in
many parts of Brookiyn
and Long Island, including
the Lido Country Club, the
Jamaica Race Track, and
the ill-fated Dreamland
amusement park in Cancy
Island, amoung couniless
other enterprises. In fact
Edward Johnson made
such a name for himself in
the U.S.A. that he was even-
tually invited and honored
as a guest of the King and
Queen in his native
Norway.

The 49th Street commis-
sion resulted in six or eight
one-family houses com-
pleted in 1911 (I'm not cer-
tain just how many were
built  originally, since
almost all are now gonec
with the buildozers) with
nearly identical exterior
features: huge stucco-cov-
ered pillars, four pagoda-
style dormers at the top
facing the four points of
the compass, numerous
stained glass windows,
veranda porches, etc. But
inasmuch as Mr. Olsen
planned 1657 for himself
and his young bride, this
dwelling alone was to con-
tain the detailed structure,
interior crafting and decor,
the rich, dark-grained ocak
wood shipped directly
from Norway, the wain-
scoting, moldings and
shelving, huge <¢eiling
beams, mantelpieces and
buffets, and so forth. It also
sported an wnusual two-
toned roof, its colored
shingles alternately brick
red and slate blue.

We learned the historicid
facts about the house from
the ladies who lived next
door at 1663 — a great aid
frame house dating from
before 1900, its fireplaces
and cherry wood and mar-
ble mantles all demolishead
in 1963. They recalled that
Brooklynites from other
weighborhoods Journcyed
ta 49th Street to witness
this unique building in
progress — a “dream house”
that was being hand crafted
on the spot. Nothing less
than brass, copper, awd
Lronze was uscd tor all the
metal hinges, hanclles,
nails, s<rews, door-knobs
and knockers that wcemn
intao such a building.

1 recall as a tiny girl si-
ting on the golden ouk
stairs, gazing at the exotic

grain in the wood pancling
of those great doors and
walls, unatil I would sec in
them glorious scenes of
sunsets and trees, storms,
batiles, faces and flawers.
And in later years, I would
sit practicing at the
Steinway preparing for the
concerts I gave as a tecnag-
er, 1 was often tansiixcd
by the passage of sunligin
and shadow across thosc
same doors and walls, sev-
ing dancing figures and
patterns that shifted with
the hours and seasons, N
ever-changing but perenni.
al chorcography. In this
house was the tick-tock of
ume. Time passing yet with
the ilusion of pera-
nence. For here there was 3l
cherishment of things ol
beauty, the preservation ol
things of the mind, a space
for philosophers.
cont’d. to page 7
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1 REMEMBER BORO PARK (cont’d. from page 6)

In that house onec feht
one’s place on the planet as
its wheels in its dinrnal
turning. For through the 44
windows facing in ol dirce-
vons, at all levels and
angles, came all the lights
and shades of day and
night, from the earliest
opal and rose of dawn, the
brilliant gold of morning,
platinum of rain or snow at
noon, the amber and silver
rays of late afternoon, deli-
cate and sometimes flam-
ing sunscts, the crepuscule
of dusk. Then the first
glimmer of stars, the rising
and setting moon in all its
phases; the velvelr dark of
midnight and dececpest
nighttimes; the passing of
clouds, And always, sighing
and whispering, some-
times roaring, the leaves,
branches and blossoms of
surrounding trees tall and
small, bushes, hedges, and
vines. To view the summer
moon magically riding the
clouds through the garnet
teaves of owur Japanese
maple and plum trees that
embraced the front of our
house was to sense the
eternal cycle of nature, of
which we are all a part.

On the very last evening 1
spent there, the furnish-
ings all removed, rooms
emptied, the oak walls and
pilllars, doors and arch-
ways, staircases and Newel
posts and softly gleaming
oak floors echoing 1o my
footsteps, 1 was suddenty
moved to sing an oid
Yiddish lullaby to the
house — the same on ¢ my
little grandmother had
sung to me there (she
passed away just four
months after the move to
that home, though in that
brief perlod she had plant-
ed the great pine tree in the

back and the first, now old-
est, of the plom trees
which stilk stands.)
Somchow, it felt only right
10 close the cyck In thix
wiby. “Schicf wmcin fuasyateds,
mach izu dein aigaled;
scbiaf, scbiaf mein
kindt...al-u-x, at-u-n, ai-wu-
#..." (“Sleep little bird,
close your eyes; sleep, my
child.,. al-u-u, al-u-u, ai-u-
u...”)

With atl good wishes,

I remain, Sincerely,
Teresa Sterne

(Ed. We thank Tercsa
3terne, an officer of the
Boro Park Historical
Society, and past contribu-

tor, for her interesting con-
tribution, describing her
arrival to and emotional
departure from her Boro
Park home.)

SUPPORT THE BORO PARK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
You can support the
work of the B.P.H.S. by sub-
mitting your own memo-
ries and family histories in
B.P. You can also help by
becoming a member of the
B.P.HS. Membership dues
are §5 per year, §3 retired,
$10 business or organiza-
ticrn. $i00 Life
Membership. Send to
B.P.H.S. 4707 -13th Avenue,
Brooklyn N.Y. 11219,
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120

50

37

185

18
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Journal-American 26
Judaism 6, 34, 50
Juke-Box 137
Junk Man 145, 148
K

Kahanovitz, Chaya (Frankel) 31, 113
Kahn, David M. 10
Kalikow, Joseph 158
Kalikow, Peter 147
Kalmanowitz, Louis 119
Kamenitzer High School 58
Kamenitzer Mesifta 45
Kaminseisky, Rabbi Joseph 31
Kane, Esther 12, 18, 28, 37, 62, 88
Kaplan, Bruce 170
Katz, Sidney 72
Katzberg, Gloria 27
Kaufman, Barney R4
Kellerman, Harold 64
Kelly, Gene 14
Kensington 152
Kensington Library 5
Kestenbaum, Israel 119
Kibbutz Chofetz Chaim 113
Kiey 113
King, Dr. Martin Luther Jr, 82

King XKong 112
Kings Bakery 14
Kingsborough Hist. Soc. 179
Kings County 34, 139
Kings County Hosp. 84
Kings County Med. Soc. 8

Kings County Militia 21
Kings County Rural Gazette 139
Kings Highway 32, 114
Kipust, Dt. Philip J. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, 37, 39, 46, 60, 62,

63, 69, 75, 80, 83, 96, 99, 106, 110, i1},
120, 126, 128, 129, 130, 135, 136, 137,
141, 162, 170, 174, 179

Kipust, Elias & Ida 117, 147, 152, 18!
Kipust, Ida 172

Kipust, Max & Fannie 77, 147, 153
Kipust, Oscar 116

Klavsenberg Hasidim 65

Klein, Thelma 103, 143

Kiotz, Dr. Nathan 66

Klotz, Joseph 164

Klotz, Solomon 157

Kluger, Ira 37, 110, 137, 162, 179
Knickerbocker Ice Co, 87, 110, 152
Knickers 110

Knights of Pythias 25, 134

Koehler, Jacob 29

Koehler, Robert 30

Kohn, Rivky & Fiagy 113
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Kopolovitz, Rabbi Joseph 113
Korean War 22, 44
Korman's Candy Store 89
Kornfield, Nachum and Fraidy 147
Kornreich, Benjamin M. 55
Kornreich, Hyman & Pepie 55
Kornreich Realtors 119
Kosher 116
Kosher Delight Restaurant 67
Kottler, Harry & Rebecca 56
Koufax, Sandy 24
Kousevitsky, Moshe (Cantor} 7,10, 179
Kouwenhoven Family Assn. 21
Kouwenhoven, Wolfert 47
Kouwenhovens 21
Krameisen, Rosalyn 117
Kramer, Rabbi Joe! 113
Kranz, Max & Miriam 79
Kranzler, David 12
Krasna Synagogue 82
Kransopole Jewish Soc. 63
Krausher, Henry 118, 119
Kresge's Five & Ten 62, 125, 171
Krieger, David & Hermina 117, 120

117, 120

pusiser, v 131, 65, 66, 113

Krumbein, Aaron

Kufeld, Max & Carrie 67, 74, 80, 96, 172
Kufeld, Rita 74, 96

Kusevitsky, David (Cantor) 7, 10, 80, 9i, 170
Kwartin, Zawel (Cantor) 7, 10

L

106, 114, 115, 130

Labor Lyceum
9, 50, 75, 135, 145, 149

LaGuardia, Fiorello

Lakewood 141, 142
Landesman's Delicatessen 106
Lane's Drug Store 24,70, 72, 182
Larzelere, Bernard 49

La Salle Dairy 78

Lass, Abraham 130
Latin, John 26
Laundry 124

Lax family 134
Lazarus brothers 69
Lazarus, Simon & Basha 69
Leeds, Murray ;éz

Lee's Vanity Shop

Lefferts House 48, 49
Lefrak Organization 92, 93
“Legs Diamongd” 1
Leinwand, Isidore 121

Lerner, Max M, 99, 113, 131
Levon Products 131
Levovitz, Rabbi Sincha Z. &

Levy Allen gg

Levy-Bugatz family
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Levy, Rabbi Moshe
Levy's Cleaning and Dyeing
Liberty, N.Y.

Liberty Pole Assn,
Libman's Curtain Shop
Library of Congress
Lichtenfeld, Lila

Lieb, Henry
Lieberman, Edith
Lifschitz, Shlomo
Lifion, Robert

Light of Israel

Lincoln H.S.

Linden Heights

Linden Heights Center
Linden Dress Shop
Linden shops

Linn, Ella Jonas
Litchfield, Edwin
Litchfield, Electus

Litchfield, Elisha
Litchfield family
Litchfield, Norman
Litchfield, William
Lithuania

Loew’s Boro Park Theatre
Loew’s 46th St. Theatre
Londe, Libby W,

Long Beach

Long Island

Longstreet, Stephen

Lo Pinto, Majorie

Los Angeles

Lower East Side

Lundy's Restaurant
Lutheran Church
Lyn Hardware

M

Machon Bais Yaacof
MachziKet Talmund Torah

Mail delivery
Maimonides Alumni Journal
Maimonides Hospital

Maimonides Medical Center
Maimonides, Moses
Makisik, Ben

Malek, Rivka

Manhattan

Manucci, Salvalore
Man of the Year
Mansions

24, 36, S|

25

49, 109

11, 17, 19, 20, 23, 27, 28, 30, 35, 49, 97,
109, 110

38, 67, 89, 91, 123, 129, 130, 134
38, 53, 89, 91, 123, 126, 129, 130
31

30, 60

11, 33, 47, 60, 82, 146, 168
5

1

64, 116, 117

1,7, 11, 36, 54, 55, 56, 64, 67, 79, 80, 84,
88, 116, 117, 124, 129, 130, 133, 137, 153
162

30, 62, 126, 134

78

45

4, 32, 53, 58, 64, 65, 67, 72, 85, 104, 112,
147

171

35

13, 24, 27, 31, 35, 36, 47, S0, 85, 87, 89,
90, 102, 110, 133, 147, 153, 158, 163

35, 46, 100, 147

163

24

113

34, 36, 40, 47, 90, 96, 97, 99, 103, 104
117, 121, 151, 162, 180, 185

13

25

120



Manufacturers-Hanover Bank
Manzar, Jack

Manzar, Louis & Betty
Mapleton Library

Mapleton Park
Margaretten, Dr. Elias }.
Margaretten, Dr. Frederick
Markowitz, James & Euie
Marks, Sidney M.

Markus, Sue

Marotta, S. Dario
Marshall, Louis

Martense Lane

Masliansky, Zvi Hirsch
Maternity Pavillion
Mazure, Sam & Toby
McDonald Avenue

McDougal Hills

Medical Science

Med. Soc. of N.Y. Siate
Mekriz, Rabbi Leib
Memocial Park Assn. of B.P.
Menorah Bowling Academy
Menorah Hall

Menorah Temple

Merkin, Minnie & Philip
Mesivia

Mesivta of B.P. High School
Mesivta Toras Emes

Meth, Rachel

Metropolitan Geriarric Center
Metropolitan Life Ins. Co.
Meyer's Ice Cream Parlor
Mezug

Miami Beach

Micelli, Frank

Mid-west

Midwoad

Mikvah

Mikvah Israel of B.P.
Miller, Ben-Zion (Cantor)
Miller’s Appetizing Store
Miniature golf
Mini-interviews
Mini-museum

Mininberg, Dr. Philip
Mininberg Maternity Hosp.
Minsk

Mirsky, Joseph {Cantor)
Mirsky, Rabbi David
Mirsky, Rabbi Samuel K.
Mizrachi of Boro Park
Modell, Arthur

Moiel, Dr. Richard H.
Monastery

Monopoly

Monsey, N.Y.

Montauk Jr. H.S.

62, 128

133, 136

133

179

61 .

46, 134

4, 46, 54, 122, 134
122

72

184

29, 37, 62, 88, 93, 94, 111, 128, 138, 179

18, 40, 89, 110, 114, 123, 125, 130, 133,

145, 146, 147, 152, 154
133
124
46
120
101
39
121

112, 4, 24, 51, 101, 130, 134, 157

7, 10

24, 91
131

116

170, 179, §81
8

89

g4

119

44

66

66, 68, 82
74

80

27

174

121, 148

18 38, 43, 52, 75, 82, 87, 92, 99, 104, 114,
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Montavk Model Shop
Monte Greenhut Inc,
Morrison, Morris
Morton, Tomas
Moskowitz, Morris
Mother St. Joseph
Mother’s Day
Motoreycle

Mount Sinai Hospital
Mottola, Rocco
Moving Picture houses
Municipal Bank
Munkacher Synagogue
“My" Contracting Corp.

N

Nassau County

Natanya

Nathan & Harry appetizing
National City Bank
Nativity Play

Nazis

Neinken, Jacob

Nelsenius, Edna

New Deal

New Jersey

Newman, Charles & Ruth
Newman Dube & Sons
New Moon Theatre

New Netherlands

New Utrecht

New Utrecht Ave.

New Utrecht Dispensary
New Utrecht H.S.

New Utrecht Hosp. & Disp.
New Utrecht Med. Assn.
New York City

N.Y.C. Bd of Aldermen
New York State

N.Y. Daily News
N.Y. Fire Dept.

N.Y. Medical Coltege
N.Y. Post

N.Y. Public Library
N.Y. Telephone Co.
N.Y. Times

N.Y. University
Nickelodeon Theatre
Ninetieth Anniversary
Ninth Ave,

127, 129, 130, 134, 136, 137, 139, 142,
160, 168
38

106

101

43

115

70

6

117

115

33

113

29

128

30

119, 135

58

99

154

55, 60, 63, 64, 67, 68, 69, 91, 103, 104,
141

72

85

89

26

11, 20, 21, 26,43, 49, 52, 58, 62, 110, 137,
151, 162

3, 5, 8, 11, 30, 38, 40, 48, 53, 55, 56, 58,
61, 62, 63, 67, 80, 83, 84, 85, 88, 91, 101,
103, 110, 118, 125, 130

35, 85

31, 35, 65, 68, 72, 89, 91, 121, 122, 146
35, 85

51

31, 48, 49, 58, 60, 79, 84, 91, 110, 112,
113, 129, 138, 162, 177, 180

101

34, 60, 64, 123, 129

156

ag

46

91, 147

41, 60

10, 12, 37, 54, 89

15, 16, 46, 82

8, 56, 74

77

33

27, 41,78



Nordlicht, Milton
Normandy Theatre
North America
Norwegian Church
Noskowitz, Morris
Notions

(o]

Oberstein, Nechemia
Obituary

Ocean Parkway
Qelbaum, Samuel
Oguss, David

Oguss, Leonard
Ogus, Nathan & Ida
Ohab Zedek

Ohel Society

Old Age Home

Old Boro Park

0ld New Utrecht Road
"Old Timers”

Olsen, Edward
Olympia A.C.

One Hundred years
One way street
O’Neill, Rev. John J.
Open-air movies
Orthodox

Orthodox Shul

Ossie’s Fish Store
Ossie’s Restaurant
Otienstein, Adele

P

Padawer, Henni
Palace, Irene
Palestine
Pankin, David
Parade Grounds
Paris

Park Gardens
Park Mansion
Park Plaza

Park Surgical Co.
Parking Meters
Parks Dept.
Parnass, Norman

Parnes, Rabbi Yosef Y.

Parochial Schools
Passover holiday
Paszkewicz, George
Pearce-Arrow

Pearl Harbor
Pearlman, Milton B.
Pearlman’ Pharmacy
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69

82, 96

32, 40, 104, 122, 177
45, 54

103

24

5,15, 21, 50, 70, 97, 130, 137, 138
24

185

2

99

123

73, 152

4, 61

56, 60, 70, 76, 87, 88, 0 96, 112, 121,
126, 127, 157

55, 60

62

90

37

46

117

68, 71, 11, 130, 162
156

2

82, 185

92

131, 146

92

24, 78, 85, 86
123

3

34

118

69, 70

1, 55, 90, 126
37

46, 133

103

38

146
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Pearistein, Moshe 104
Pearlstein, Seymour 104

Peddier 84, 124
Peikes, Rabbi Meyer ). 99

Pekelner, Joseph 157

Penner, Jack 31

Penner, Yanka 31
Pennsylvania 102, 113
Penny Candy 137

Perr, Rabbi Yechiel 120

Pershing Jr. H.S. 1, 27, 52, 91, 122, 139
Phi Beta Kappa 40
Philadelphia 113

Photo Archives 94

Photo copy centers 124

Photo exhibit 81, 94
Photographer 107
Physicians Arnt Show a6

Pilgrim Laundry 129

Piller, Simon 106

Pinbatl machines 125

Pinsky, Rabbi Meyer 116

Pitkin Avenue 100

Pizza & Falafel 124, 142
Pizza parlor 62
Plotinsky’s Butcher shop 38

Pohrilie, Rabbi Moshe 45

Pohrille, Rabbi Yisroel 45

Poland 65, 80, 130, 162, 185
Police booth 134

Police station 111, 129, 156
Polic epidemic 68

Polish 106, 135, 141
Polish people 70

Pollack, Rabbi Yaakov 34, 157

Pool Room 89

Posner, Lucille 1,2, 12, 13, 15, 19, 23, 26, 27, 30, 32, 36,

43, 51, 57, 62, 63, 68, 69, 74, 79, 87, 88,
90, 96, 102, 106, 110, 111, 116, 127, 136,
137, 152, 160, 162, 174, 179

Post Office 11, 38, 93, 94, 110

Preminger, Herb 132, 137

Prendergast, Madeline 47

Prendergast, Tom 21, 47

Presbyterian Church 111

Prince Shoe Repair Shop 108

Prince, Tony 108

Principe-Gallagher, Lisa 108

Progressive Synagogue 111, 134

Prospect Park 40, 49, 109, 129, 152, 177, 180
Protestant churches 5,37, 111

Protestants 111, 133

Public Market 77, 124, 130

Public Nationat Bank 41, 62, 128

Public Schools 58, 68, 69, 70, 102, 104

Public School #48 52

Public School #103 1, 8, 14, 32, 63, 68, 75, 97, 99, 102, 104,

121, 129, 138, 142, 160, 163
Public School #3105 52,97



Public School #131
Public School #134
Public School #160
Public School #164

Public Schooi #180
Public School #192
Public School #220
Public School #223
Pulaski A. Quentin
Punch ball

O

Queens
Quimby, Frank

R

Rabbi Felder’s Shut

Rabbi Simpson’s Shul
Rabbinical Council of America
Rabinowitz, Chana (Stein)
Radio Theatre

Raimo, Victor

Rainbow Shop

Ralston™ Grocery Store
Ratner, Henry

Red Silver's Candy Store
Red's Italian Restaurant
Refrigerators

Regal Kiddie Shops
Regina Mansion

Reich, Seymour

Reid's Ice Cream

Reimer’s grocery

Reis, Maurice & Mildred
Reison, Ben

Reiss, Bernard and Miriam
Reiss, Irving and Fanny
Religious Kibbutz
Religious Zionists of America
Renken Milk Farms

Revel, Bernard
Revolutionary War
Reynolds, Williams H. {Senator}
Rheingold Beer

Richman, Lucille

Richter, Max

Ring-a-liveo

Ritz Theatre

Riverside chapel

Robinson, Chaim

Rodner, Milton

Rokowsky, Morris
Roosevelt Democratic Club

207

36, 52, 91, 104, 134, 139, 152

137, 142, 143

27, 52, 72, 84, 122, 134

1,4, 9,6 38, 45, 52, 87, 89, 104, 112, 130,
134, 136, 142, 163, 167

29, 52, 75, 88, 103, 134, 142

52, 114, 135, 137, 141, 142, 143, 146

i, 52, 72

60
94

2t, 22, 180
11, 33, 35, 58
38

72, 110

102

61, 121

1, 89, 123, 130
8

91, 96

106

119

107
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Rose Hat Store 44
Rosen, Blosom 36
Rosenblatt, Yoselle (Cantor) 3,7, 10, 15, 16, 18, 44, 133
Rosengarten, Rabbi Yitzchok 83

Rosh Hayeshiva 65
Roshe Yeshiva 118
Roth, Gustave 158
Roth, Jesse 75

Roth, Max (2
Roth, Phyltlis 122
Rothman, Max and Fanni 36
Rothstein’s Dept. Store 3,9, 39, 89, 126, 182
Royal Theatre 37, 53, 89, 112, 130
Rubel, Shaindy 31
Rubin, Dorothy 128
Rubin, George 119
Rubin, Rabbi Yisroe) 65
Russia 36, 42, 80, 113, 130, 171
Russian Jewry 15, 6C
RX Unlimited 62, 125
S

Sabbath Observer 123, 147
Sachs, William 34
Sacred Heart of Mary 70, 73
Sallustro, Charles 97, 99
Samansky, Judge Frank 25

Sam Horowitz Hardware 102
Samonisky, Hyman 34
Samuel Tischner Society 122
Santa Claus 24

San Francisco 46
Saperstein, Sidney 24

Sara Stern Wig Salon 122
Satmar Hasidim 65

Save Rite Discoumt 36
Scarborough, Catherine C. 21, 26
Scarborough, Howard 26
Schechter’s Grocery 38
Schick, Dorothy & Arthur 113
Schmeelix 63
Schmell, Gertie 31
Schmidman, Rabbi Morris 113
Schoenbaum, Jenni 84
Schorr, Rabbi Israel 24, 118, 147
Schraeder, Dr. Malcolm 31
Schraeder, Lillian 21
Schwartz, Dr, Abraham 4, 56
Schwanz, Rabbi Elias 76
Schweiger, Ron 162
Seakwood, Max & Judith 85
Sedgewick Hall 94
Seelig, Harry 102
Seidenfeid, Nathan 113
Seidenfeld, Norman 113

Seidman, Jacob 34



Selevan, B.M.

Selzer

Sephardic Jews

Sfardishe Shule

Shabbos

Shaliow Jr. H.S.

Shamos

Shanghat

Shapiro, Rabbi Jacob
Shapiro, Rabbi Moshe
Sheepshead Bay
Sheepshead Bay Hist. Soc.
Sheffietd Milkman
Shomer Shabbos

Shomrei Emunah

Shomrei Shabbos Synagogue
Shopper’s Guide to B.P.
Shore Road

Shuffle Board

Shulamith School

Shule

Shulman, Rabbi Moshe
Siega), Karen M.
Siegmeister, Elie
Silberhartz, Jacob
Silberstein, Herman
Sitver, "Red"

Silverads Drug Store
Silver Spring, MD.
Silverstein, Rabbi Baruch
Simon Ackerman Store
Simon Ackerman Synagogue
Simpson, Rabbi Eli
Simpson’s Jewelry shop
Singer, Helena

Singer, Rabbi David
Sister Adel Gundis

Sister Anne Kathleen
Sister Genevieve Murphy
Sister Leonilla

Sixteenth Avenue
Sixty-sixth Police Precinct
Smith, Bennett

Smith, Fraida (Silber)
Smithline, Dr., Jacob
Smithline, (Pinky) Pincus
Smithline, Zevi H.
Snowden, Rev. Robert B.
Sochet, Bruchy (Frankel)
Sochover Rebbe, Shule
Society of Old Brooklynites
Soda Jerk

Solarz, Samuel

Soloff, Rabbi Rubin
Solomon, Martin - Senator
Solomon Plaza

Solonche, Rabbi Lean
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s, 8, i1, 16, 26, 29, 33, 43, 48, 66, 92, 97,
101, 109, 110, 111, 138, 155, 162, 163,
177, 179

137

44, 83, 100

68, 70, 100, 104, 117
29

64

118

172

45

162

179

67, 79, 124, 126, 135
60, 116, 133

53, 55, 64, 71, 99

13

109

55

166

59, 61, 64, 66, 74, 75, 117, 119, £20, 171
64, 100, 104

118, 119, 172

24, 79, 91, 122
82

82

130

24

146, 168
13

70

70

72, 73

70

30

38, 156

26

31

50, 67, 110
60, 67, 72, 110
51

15, 17

31

65

37, 179

63

34

61

10, 23, 27, 30, 37
62, 72

133
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South Brooklyn 87

Spagna, Arthur 1

Specialty Trades H.S. 146
Spiegal, Henrietta 40

Spiegal, Regina 90

St. Catharine of Alexandria 73, 87, 152
St. Frances de Chantal 70, 98, 110
St. James Lutheran Church 22

St. Jude's Episcopal Church 17, 120
State Bd. of Regents 74

Staten Island 75

Station "K” 94

Station WEVD 118

Steam railroad 110
Stergman, David & Ethel 1

Stein, Dove P13

Stein, Rabbi Aron 32

Stein, Solomon 34
Steinmetz, Arthur 175

Step-in Bar & Grill Ba

Stern, Julius 34

Stern, Moshe (Cantor) 7, 10
Stern, Sara 121

Sterne, Teresa 172, 136, 141, 145, 149, 154, 163, 186
Stewart, Albert E. 94

Stiles Hist. of Kings County 139
Stillman, Joe 66

Stock Market Crash 85

Stoliner Yeshiva 65

Stone, Ieving 84

Strauss, Carl 97

Strauss, Max 102
Strauss, Rabbi Samuel 172

Street photgrapher 145, 148
Strout, William %4
Stwhmers Bakery 107
Subway 3,79
Succoth 119
Sunday in Brooklyn 82

Sunday School 30

Sunset Park 1

Sunset Park Hist. Soc. 179

Super "K" Market 50
Supermarkets 79, 80, 124
Suplina, Dominick 2,19
Surgical Supply 85

Suitton, Jospeh A.D. 32

Sweden 118

Sweet Sixteen 24
Synagogue 99, 112, 116, 119, 120, 136, 157
T

Talmud Torah 34, 52, 58, 60, 99, 104, 130
Talmudic scholar 59, 116, 118
Talmudical Academy 66

Tauber, David & Grace 31



Teitlebaum, Rabbi Eli
Tel Aviv Restaurant
Tel Aviv University
Telephone Company
Television

Temple Arms

Temple Beth-El

Temple Emanuel

Tennis Court

Terry’s Beauty Hut

Texas

Thanksgiving

The Blythe Bourne

Thelma

Theresienstadt Concentration Camp
Thirteenth Ave

Three Feet to Germany
Tieleman, Adrian F.

Tin Plate Lithography
Tomer Dvora School
Toonerville Trolley
Torah Vadaath

Torath Emeth Academy
Toscanini, Arturo

Touro College

Town & Country Club
Train Tracks

Trainer, Harry

Trolley Car

Trolley Mail

Trotzman, Mike & Pauline
Truman Democratic Club
Truman, President Harry
Tumarkin, Sol
Turkowitz, 1srael
Turner, Manya

Tuxedo Theatre

T.V.

Twersky, Rabbi Chaim
Twersky, Rabbi Dovid
Twersky, Rabbi Yaakov

u

U.J.A. of Boro Park
Ullberg, Sacob

Ulmer Park

Umbrella elm

U.N,

U.N, Ambassador
United Israel-Zion Hosp,
United States

21

113

65, 126, 127

&7

30

39,98

57, 111

3,4, 5,6, 14, 24, 53, 55, 58, 64, 110, 116,
151, 156

24, 25, §3, 55, 57, 79, 80, 85, 9i, 103,
111, 121, 122, 133, 134, 147

29

25

63 64, 80

73, 127, 152

8, 11

143

80

8,9, 24, 29, 30, 31, 33, 36, 37, 40, 48, 50,
51, 53, 54, 57, 61, 62, 63, 65, 67, 70, 72,
74 75, 77, 78, 80, 87, 93, 96, 104, 106,
110 121, 127, 163, 181

174

20

78

65, 148

89

71

58

136

96

24

116

107

3, 30, 88, 110, 129, 130, 154

94

24

107

50

131

32

113

77

98

160

83

104

109

100, 111

I, 112

3s

11, 59, 74, 84, 91, 101, 108, 113, 119,
130, 134, 162, 177
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United Yeshivos Foundation

Universal Theatre
University of Maryland
Upper West Side

U.S. Army

U.S. Mail

U.S. Small Business Adm.

A4

Vallee, Rudy

Van Kouwenhoven, Wolfert G.
Van Kouwenhoven-Conover Assn.

Vaudeville

Velia, Joseph
Verschleiser, Jack
Veterans

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Victory Garden

Video Films

Video Games

Vienna

Vietnam War

Vita Company

Von Wettberg, Lydia L..

w

Wald, Dr. Oscar
Waldbaums® Supermarket
Waldman, Moshe
Waldman"s Haberdashery
Walker Theatre
Waikie-Talkie

Wallachs

Walzer, Rose

War Memorial

War of Independence
War Production Board
Warshofsky, Pop
Wartel, Ruchel

Washing Machines
Washington Cemetery
Washington, Gen George
Washington Heights
Washington Times
Webster's (Dictionary)
Webster's Pond
Weeksvitle Hist. Soc.
Weingarten, William
Weiner, Isidor
Weinstein, David
Weinstein, Sol
Weinstock, Leon & Adele
Weintraub's

Weintraub's Dress Shop

171
40, 67, 133
40
135
44, 101, 103
171
103

38, 43, 53

15

77, 83, 88, 157
101

101

38

22, 28, 33, 37, 54, 62, 78, 83, 88, 93
166

77

22

151

17, 20, 28

61

30, 62, 65
104

24

123

166

89

88

101

104

124
63, 138, 139
180

84
37, 52, 68, 72, 6, 153, 163, 167
36
24



Weiss, Haberdasher
Weiss, Morris

Weiss, Rabbi Sampsen
Weiss, Theodore
Weiss, Zoltan
Weissman, Irving J.
Weissman, Shiriey
Weizmann, Chaim
Welcome Back to Brooklyn
West Brooklyn

West Brooklyn Land Co.
West Brooklyn, Post Office
West End

West End Arms

West End Line

West End Theatre
West End Train

West End Trolley
White, Elizabeth

White House

Whitey's Bar
Whittman, Sidney
Who's who in America
Willis, Emily
Wilmington, Del.
Windsor Plumbing
Windsor Taxi

Windsor Theatre
Winkler, Dr. Meir
Winkler’s

Winter, Rabbi Arnold
Wolk, Rabi Shmuel
Woolworth's
Workmen’s Circle
World War 1

World War 11

World Zionist Executives
Wrigley's Gum

Wrubel Ice Co.

Wyckoff House Assn.
Wyman's Pond

Y

Yankee Stadium

Yarmak, Morris

Yarmulka

Yarmush, David & Mildred
Yarmush, Mindel

Yarmush, Rabbi Yitzehk
Yavne Rabbinical Seminary
Yemen

Yemenite Jews

Yemenite Synagogue
Yeshiva Be’er Shmuel

213

106, 115

83

85

31

106

104

111, 159

179

33, 109

11, 28, 33, 49

49, 55, 63, 92, 101, 134, 154
53, 89

24, 41, 43, 53, 110, 151
88

29

50

98

24

40

23, 27, 28, 30

21

38

145, 149

g, 89, 112, 123, 126, 130, 146, 168
113

30, 98, 103

45

6

62, 87, 125, 171, 182

106, 114, 115

22, 42, 85, 97, 101, 113, 134, 151
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Yeshiva Beth Jospeh
Yeshiva Chevron
Yeshiva Derech Chaim
Yeshiva Etz Chaim

Yeshiva High School
Yeshiva Munkatch

Yeshiva of Eastern Pkwy
Yeshiva of Far Rockaway
Yeshiva of Flatbush
Yeshiva Rabbi Jacob Joseph
Yeshiva Toras Chesed
Yeshiva Torah Vadaath
Yeshiva Toras Emes

Yeshiva University
Yeshiva Yavneh

Yeshiva Yitzchok Elchonon
Yeshiva Zichron Meilech
Yiddish

Yiddish Language =
Yiddish theatre

Y.M. - YW.HA.

Yom Kippur War
Young lsrael - Beth El
Young Israel of B.P.

Young Israel of Windsor Park

z

Zaffuto, Vivian

Zahler, Harry
Zelinger, Leo & Bertha
Zelinger, Rabbi Yakov
Zindler, Charles & Tolela
Zion Hospital

Zionist

Zoning

Zumoff, Abraham
Zumoff, Dr. Barnett
Zwerling, Arthur
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