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The Ark of the Synagogue of Conegliano



The ltalion Synagogue was founded in Jerusalem
on the eve of Rosh Hashano 5701 (1940), with the aim of
instituting in it the ancient Minhag Bnei Romi and creating a
spiritual centre for Jews coming from ltaly.

In 1952 the Synagogue was installed in one of the halls of the
Schmidt Building. The pupils of the Maale School held morning
services there on weekdays, till the School moved to its own build-
ing in 1965. Sabbath and Festival evening and morning services,
are held according to the ltalian Rite.

The interior decoration is that of the former Synagogue of
Conegliano Veneto, which was transferred in to'o to Jerusalem
as a gift of the Jewish Community of Venice. This Synagogue was
founded in 1701 and ceased to be used some sevenly years ago.

In 1955 a collection of religious appurtenances, books and
documents pertaining to Italian Jewry was placed on permanent
exhibition in a room adjoining the Synagogue. The collection in-
cludes an Ark built in Mantua in the year 1543, the Ark of San
Daniele del Frivli bearing the signature of Nathanel (Luzzatto);
the doors of the Ark of the Scuola Grande of Mantua, decorated
with the Tablets of the Ten Commandments and a rich silver
frieze. On the wall above this Ark there is a stone tablet, of the
15th century which bears the Hebrew inscription: “Know before
Whom thou stand.” Hanukoth, Seder plates, Ketuboth, books, etc.,
are on view in showcases.

In 1970 a new hall was opened which is used for Kidush. It
includes show cases, Ketuboth and other appurtenances. In 1971 was
started the setting of another hall, in which are placed Arks of
Siena and Mantua, candlesticks, marbles, etc.

These halls are dedicated to the memory of the late Dr.
S. U. Nahon,

The Synagogue library is in the way of being set up.

In the Synogogue corridor a marble laver of the year 1710,
as well as a tablet with the inscription “Black on White in
remembrance of the destruction (of the Temple of Jerusalem)”
both coming from Conegliano Veneto; a cupboard for the Paro-
choth built in memory of Mr, Moshe G. Pirani faces a large
cupboard on which gilted doors of an Ark from Pisa are inserted.

The transfer of the Synagogue of Conegliano Veneto and of
other Holy Arks to Jerusalem and to Israel signifies, as it were,
a beginning of the fulfilment of the ancient saying of our Sages:
“A day shall come when the Synagogues and the Houses of
Learning of the Diaspora shall be re-established in Eretz Israel.”
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The upper part of the Aron Hakodesh with the Tablets of the Law

PRNANH IPYNI NAIVND YHPN PIX DY NvIpnn
The dedication of the Ark: ““to the glory of the Lord
and to the memory of Rabbi Nathan Ottolengo’
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Bima and lattices of the women's gallery of the Synagogue of Conegliano Veneto
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Marble laver from Conegliano Veneto, 1710, and alms-box from Rome, 1650



Minhag Bnei Romi—the rite of the Jews of Rome
{also known as the ltalian rite), goes far back in the history of the
Roman Jewish community, which was founded when the Temple was
standing in Jerusalem. It is still observed by most of the Jews
of Rome and of other Italian communities, side by side with the
Sepharadi and Ashkenazi rites, introduced into ltaly centuries ago
by Jewish immigrants,

Minhag Bnei Romi, in some degrees, is a continvation of the
ancient rite of Eretz Israel of which certain evidence is apparent,
though it was also influenced by the Babylonian rite, from which
other liturgies have developed. The connection between the Italian
rite and the ancient liturgy of Eretz Israel is proved by the bene-
dictions preceding and the benediction following the Keriath Shema
during the Sabbath Eve service; the Hebrew text of Kol Nedarim
on the Eve of Yom Kippur (and not the Aramaic text—Kol Nidrei,
—as used by other communities); the fact that the Kerovof in the
repetition of the Amida on the Fast of Gedalia, the Tenth of Tevet
and the Seventeenth of Tammuz, which differ on each of these days,
are included in every benediction with the exception of the
fifteenth, which was not included in the liturgy of Eretz Israel.

The Roman Jewish rite is also distinguished from other liturgies
by many additions and omissions, and different readings in
Zemiroth, Kaddish, Amida, etc. It includes many piuvtim (many of
which it shares with the Ashkenazi rite) for Rosh Hashana, Kippur
and other festivals, and for special Sabbaths., Some of these were
composed by poets of Eretz lsrael in the first millennium of the
Common Era, especially by Rabbi Eleazar Hakalir, and others by
Roman poets in the 12th—14th centuries, and by Spanish poets,
including Shelomo ibn Gevirol, Yehuda Halevy and Moshe ibn Ezra.

The Mahzor of the Minhag Bnei Romi of 1485-86 was the first
prayer-book to be printed, the task being initiated in Soncino
and completed in Casal-Maggiore. This was followed by many
other complete editions, in the course of the centuries; the last was
published in leghorn in 1856.

The introduction to the Mahzor Bnei Roma by Shmuel David Luz-
zatto, with notes by D. Goldschmidt, an essay on the Italian rite by
D. Goldschmidt and a Bibliography of the Italian Mahzor and Sidur
by J. Cohen were published in Israel in 1965, on the occasion of
the 100th anniversary of the death of Luzzatto.
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Besides the Synagogue of Conegliano Veneto and the Aronot

Hakodesh located in the halls adjoining the Ifalian Synagogue,

Aronot Kodesh and other appurtenances which have been brought
from Italy have been installed in Israel, as follows:

JERUSALEM: Hechal Shelomo—Aron Kodesh and Bima from the
Sephardi Synagogue of Padua; Midor Dor Hall—Aron Kodesh
from Cases Synagogue of Mantua; Hapoel Hamizrachi Syna-
gogue, Abyssinian Street—Aron Kodesh of Correggio Synagogue;
Israel Museum: Synagogue of Vittorio Veneto; Synagogue of
the Knesset: Aron Kodesh of Soragna Synagogue; Maaleh Se-
condary School, Akiba Street: Doors of an Aron Kodesh from
Mantua; Kommemiuvth Synagogue, Choveve Zion Street: Syna-
gogue of Busseto; The “Gold Institute” Synagogue, Aron Kodesh
from Pisa; Beth Strauss near the Cotel Hamaaravi, Aron Kodesh
from Sabbioneta; At the four Sephardi Synagogues in the Old
City — Eliahu Hanavi Synagogue, Aron Kodesh from Leghorn;
Istanbul Synagogue—Aron Kodesh from Ancona; Agnon Syna-
gogue, Talpiot — Doors of Aron Kodesh from Leghorn; Ha'ari
Synagogue, Beit Hayishuv Hayashan, Old City, Aron Kodesh
from Rovigo.

TEL AVIV: Yad Eliahu Central Synagogue-—Aron Kodesh (marble),
Bima, etc. from the Great Synagogue of Padua; Beth Yeshayahu
Synagogue—Aron Kodesh from Mantua; Rassco-North Synagogue,
Sderot Smuts—Aron Kodesh {marble) from Trieste.

HAIFA: Kiryat Shmuel Central Synagogue-——Aron Kodesh and Bima
{marble) from the Synagogue of Reggio Emilia.

NATANIA: Givat Meir Synagogue, Shapira Rd.—Aron Kodesh from
Cento; Kiryat Zans Synagogue—Aron Kodesh from Pesaro.

RAMAT GAN: Yad Giborim Synagogue of Lybian Jews, Rehov Ha-
shikma—Aron Kodesh from the Iltalian Synagogue of Florence.

BNEI BERAK: Yeshivath Ponevez: in the Central Hall, Aron Kodesh
from the Great Synagogue of Mantua; in the Yeshivat Bendham,
Aron Kodesh from the Synagogue of Moncalvo.

BATH YAM: Hechal Yaacov Synagogue—Aron Kodesh from Ancona.

REVACHA: Ohel lzchak Synagogue—Aron Kodesh from Bozzolo.

AYANOTH: Aron Kodesh from the Synagogue of Carpi.

KEREM BEYAVYNE: In the Central Hall of the Yeshiva, Aron Kodesh
in marble of the ‘“Mattir Assurim' Synagogue of Florence.

CHAVAT HASHOMER: In the Synagogue of the Mossad Aliath
Hanoar Hadati in the name of Sally and Tilde Mayer, of blessed
memory, Aron Kodesh from Leghorn.

SHAFIR: In the Yeshiva Or Etzion, Aron Kodesh with doors from
Pesaro.

ASHDOD: In the School Yad Shabetai”, named after Rabbi Dr.
Shabetai A. Toaff, of blessed memory, Aron Kodesh from Acqui.

CARMIEL: entral Synagogue, Aron Kodesh from Pitigliano.
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