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Introduction

Borough Park was bulilt up largely during the 1920s with numerous
one and two-famlly houses as well as larger apartment buildings. This
section was rural except for scattered villages at the turn of the century.
Perhaps Lthe most interesting of these setilements was Blythebourne,
which lay southwest of the inlersection of New Utrecht Avenue and
56th Sireet, along the Brookliyn, Bath Beach and West End Railroad,
today's West End subway (B & M trains).



It was started in 1887 by Electus B. Litchfield, son of Edwin C.
Litchfieid of Prospect Park fame. He bought some land which covered
several blocks on the west side of New Utrecht Avenue. He named it
Blythebourne, which means "Happy Home." In order to develop the
project, he opened a real estate office at 43rd Street and New Utrecht
Avenue. e called it the West Brooklyn Land & Improvemnent Company
of Blythebourne, Long Island (Brooklyn did not become part of New
York City until 1898). Houses were built and a post office and stores
were opened.

For some years, both sides of the New Utrecht Avenue were called
Blythebourne, but around 1898 a Senator Willlam H. Reynolds came
and bought land abuiting on the east side of the Avenue, calling it
Borough Park. This tract extended from 43rd to about 60th Streets.
The Senator sold lots and also built and sold several {wo-lamily houses.
Soon, for the use of the people in the two growing communities, he had
a large Club House erected at 13th Avenue and 5ist Street. This was a

boon to the neighborhood and many social affair was held there (The
Borough Park Club was later converted into Yeshiva Etz Chatm).



A real eslale agent at the ime wamed the Litchfleld family to sell its
holdings, explaining that the "pogroms" in Eastern Europe would soon
cause a “mass migration" to the outskirts of Brooklyn, forcing land
values down. Mrs. William B. Litchlield, who controlled the property at
the time, decided not to sell. The prediction was partially [ulfilled; The
Borough Park section did become a heavily Jewish community but the
land values, insiead of falling, rose tremendously. As a result,
Blythebourne was swallowed up by Borough Park and is remembered
1oday only in the name of the local post oflice, Blylthebourne Station,

The opening ol the Brooklyn Bridge in 1883, the Willlamsburg and
Manhaittan Bridges and the subway lines enabled thousands of people
from the overcrowded Lower LEast Side of Manhatitan to seck new
homes in Brooklyn. The Jews spread over the face of the borough and
converted mud roads into fine paved highways and shacks inio modern
apartments.

On June 6, 1916, the West End "El" opened. The Brooklyn Rapid
Transit (BRT) charged only a single ive-cent fare for the entire route
which extended {rom Coney Island, through Borough Park, to



Manhattan, A realty boon was predicted for Borough Park. The
Brooklyn Daily Eagle's Real Estate section described the neighborhood
in the [ollowing article..,

"One of the cldest and most historical localities in Brooklyn, Borough
Park is particularly favored in natural advaniages being supplied with
beautiful irees in abundance. It is one of the highest spots in the
borough, and is developed from farmland that supplied the people of
old Brooklyn with vegetables and [ruit. Some of the farms date back to
the early Dutch settlers, bearing such names as Van Cowenhoven,
Lefferts and Van Nuyse. The soil of this locality was famous for its
productiveness, and many farms reaped substantial fortunes in the
days when New Ulrecht Avenue was a plank read over which ran Mayor
Gunther's steam railroad, a single track line running from Fifth
Avenue and 25th Sireet (Brookiyn) to Coney Island,

Modern buildings ol every Lype may be found in the disirict. The
detached, semi-detached, one and two-family and apartment houses in
Borough Park compare with the best designs io be found in the city.



They have been built in abundance and are located convenient to the
transit lines. The demand for houses there is increasing every day."

During the 1920s, Borough Park was one of the most aflueni, sections
in the city. The elegant Art Deco apartment buildings all had doormen.
Many of the residents in the area went {o work in chaufleur-driven
ltmousines. Top hats, lails and pin-siriped panis were the attire during
religious services in Temple Beth El, Shomrei Emunah, the Slardische
Shul ond other large synagogues in Borough Park.

The chassidiim arrived in Borough Park following World War II,
mostly during the 1850s and 1960s. They established individual
congregalioins, usually housed in private homes known as shteeblech.
There are several dozen shteeblech throughout the neighborhood. In
more recent years, the chassidim have constructed multi-million-dollar
synagogues and yeshivas for their ever-increasing congregations. Some
of these include the Bobover, Munkoch and Satmar chassidim.



Oldest House in Borough Park located at Linden Heights
(Ninth Avenue) and 44th Street, Circa 1880.
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1897 Map of Borough Park

1897 Topographic Map of the neighborhood showing villages of West
Brooklyn (top left, located at juncton of today's Fi. Hamilton Parkway

and 39th Sireet), Blythebourne (lower left, located at junction of today's

New Utrecht Avenue and 55th Sireet), and Parkville ( in center of map,

located at junction of today's 18th Avenue and Dahill Road).

The railroad tracks from upper left hand corner are the West End Line

which runs along the left hand side of map, the Culver Line which cuts

diagonally down to the right, and the Long Island Railroad freight line

al Avenue H, which runs horizontally near the bottom of the map.

The wide double lines in the c¢enter of the map running north-south is
today's Ocean Parkway. The elongated circle to the right of Ocean

Parkway (just south of Avenue H) was one of Brooklyn's race tracks.
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F't. [Tamilton Parkway in the 1880s.
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d in the 1880s.
h & West End Ratlroa
Brooklyn, Bath Beac
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1913 Map of Brooklyn's Railroads

1913 map of Brooklyn's railroad lines. All of today's subway lines in the
area, the Wesl End Line, the Sea Beach (N) Line and the ¥ Train were all
running at street level (on grade). After the Ninth Avenue station the
trains would either continue inio the preseni-day tunnel but, instead of
turning down inio Fourth Avenue (36th Sireet Station) the train would
continue straight to the 39th Street Ferry. Those original tracks are still
extant.

Other trains would climb up the arched concrete ramps after the Ninth
Avenue Station and continue onto etther the Third Avenue or Fifth
Avenue Elevated Railroads. Both of those lines have been removed.
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Early Blythebourne homestead on 56th Street near 14th Avenue.
Demolished in early 1980s.
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49th Street railroad station at New Ulrect Avenne. Circa 1890.
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PARK SURGICAL CO. INC.

THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT STORE
Ivz))  HASTHELARGESTSELECTION  _JU)
(°  OF HOME CARE SUPPLIES IN THE
CITY OF NEW YORK

Lo L ——
An B € aaliln 5l 3 TO ey - e e
ALY €48 CTROMAC LNTANE - ———
atrd 3 utmAITRY —
AR R IO - PUPS
+O1 DO TIr D

——etet - CERTIFIED BY THE NEW YORK BOARD OF ORTHOTICS Jlalac LN

WO P - )

o Hgm
\__) f

ooy e OVER 60 YEARS SERVING THE MEDICAL NEEDS ——
i OF BORO PARK, BROOKLYN, THE CITY OF NEW YORK ~ * mimm
h— " AND THE ENTIRE NATION. e et
o VISIT OUR SHOWAOOM LOCATED AT S e e

5001 NEW UTRECHT AVENUE
CORNER OF 50th STREET AND 121h AVENUE
718-436-9200
MONDAY TRHOUGH FRIDAY 8:30 AM TO 5:30 PM




Farms of Borough Park

This map [rom the 1870s shows the old farms which existed prior to
the street-grids were established. The Brocklyn, Bath Beach & West End
Rallroad is portrayed as the dotted heavy line along the lower left of the
map. This is today's New Utrecht Avenue. The other heavy dotted line
running through the center of the map was the old Culver Gravesend
Railroad. That line ran along today's 37th Streel and then along
McDonald Avenue, At the bottom right edge of the map is Washington
Cemetery, located along Bay Parkway.

The double solid line along the bottom of the map (Just below the
Cowenhoven larm) was Cowenhoven Lane. Today's 54ih Street more
or less follows that old road. There is suill a shift in the street-grid along
B4th Street, between 16th and 161th Avenues.
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The slightly curved road in the center of the map was Old New Utrecht
Road which merged into McDonald Avenue (just above the Martense
farm) and continued along Greenwood Cemeltery (shown in the upper
right corner of map). Teday's New Utrecht Avenue was not a major
thoroughfare but rather only the right-of-way of the Brooklyn, Bath
Beach & West End Railroad. Old New Ulrecht Road ran through the
heart of the farm country down to the town of New Utrecht which was
located near the junction of 18th Avenue and 86th Street. The old New
Uirecht Duteh Reformed Church was buflt in 1828,
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There are still a few remnants of Old New Utrechi, Road ai 17th Avenue
and 48th Streel and along 16th Avenue and 44th Streei. The row of

houses stightly offset from 16h Avenue were once fronting aleng Old
New Ulrecht Road.






First public school in Blythebourne was located on 14th Avenue and
53rd Sireet. Il was known as the Third District School House of West
Brooklyn. A new addition was built around 1915 on 14th Avenue. The
building was later sold to Kamenitz High School and is presently owned

by the Satmar Yeshiva. The original (back wing) struclure was recently
demolished.
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The old Umbrella oak tree stood along today's 14th Avenue near 55th
Street. It was planted before the American Revolution of 1776 and
almost was blown down during the Great Blizzard of March, 1888.
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Typical street scene in Borough Park. Circa 1920,






At The
Park House

PARK HOLLSE

H» O+ T+ 8- L

1306 - 48:h STREET * BROOKLYN, NEW YQRK
Eapy cutsunding (718) 871-6100 « {7181 851 2111 ¢ FAX (7i8) 972.2860

cuisine 1 our

At the 1ery cenler
of Brocklyn, a
restaprani  and
ale, with complele
swnie, Relx and unwind in - Saabbos dining Oy concierpe
newly mhobished interiors,  and room service alers o

louriows hotel

with old world

comforuble guites with ey whim For your pent
knchenettes and R boths.  vish, imsiston the Tarck House




Come Celebrate Our 100th Anniversary

Tzitzis ' Clocks
Ta]a.ISim r I-O l1 p S Core”e
Yarmulkas Flatware

Kiddush Cups New York's Famous Gift & Judaica Store Since 1892 Esrog Boxes

Challah Covers Piclure Frames

4603 13th Aveniue

Tallis & Tetillin Bags Brooklyn, New York 11219 China Dinnerwara
Jewish Toys & Games Tel. (718) B54-0865 ar 854-7888 Silverplale Giltware
Books & Selorim Megillah Casss
Machzorim Seder Trays
All Our Items Are Sold ONLY AT DISCOUNT PRICES
Casselles Candelabra
Mezuzas A Firm With 100 Years Expcrience 1s Your Guarantee for the Menorahs
Kittels HIGHEST QUALITY & LOWEST PRICES Ceysial

WE SHIP WORLDWIDE

Wholesale Customers call : (718) §54-7889 RS '
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Israel Hospital was organized in 1919, It later merged with Zion
Hospital of Bensonhurst to become Israel Zion Hospital. In 1943, Israel
Zion merged with Beth Moses Hospital, under the aegis of Federation of
Jewish Philanthropies, and became today's Maimonides Medical Center.
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Temple Beth El's first building was located on 12th Avenue & 4l1st
Street and was budlt in 1906. It was the first synagogue built in the
neighborhood.
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Architect’s rendering of Temple Beth El in 1920, located at 15th Avenue
and 48th Street.
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The old Toras Moshe Congregation on Tenth Avenue and 43rd Sireet
was built in 1928. The building now houses the Yeshiva Beth Aaron
of Chernobyl .
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(718} 633-1548 GABE KLEIN, R.Ph. y

KLEIN'S PHARMACY

GABE’'S PHARMACY INC. .
4804 - 13th Avenue, Brookiyn, NLY. 11219 |




| GHIROPRACTIC
11| FOR BETTER HEALTH

Dr. Jeffrey Ratz,
Chiropraclor =

"Oh, My Aching Back

If you're lIke a {01 of people, yau may have occaslonal ar
persisient back paln and wandgr what cavsed [t You try
to think of some Incldent tn whi¢h vou may have stralned
your back, and come up with nothing. But there inust be
some reason why you have back pafns, The truth Is that
even Uhe slinplesi of Incldents may be the cause, auch as
reaching high on a shelt to get something, Or stoaping
suddenly to phek up something that has fallen, Or maybe
¥ou need some Ups on goed posture,

Whatever Lthe causc, the problem may be that your
spinal celumn s out of alignment. No palnkiiling drug
can cure the couse, ltean dul! the paln for awhile and glve
voulempornry rellel. But it your back is outof alignment,
the pain will probably not

£0 sway unless you get the
treaiment you need. No
symptom can be more de.
pressing than persisient
back paln, Don’t deloy treat
ment when help s readliy
avallable.

(AR LA A d D 2]

Dr. Jeffrey Ratz
—~Chirgptactor—
2416 65th Street
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376-9500
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Ralilroad cross-tracks on 13th Avenue and 37th Street. The 37th Street
tracks were used by the original Culver Gravesend Raiiroad (on grade)
and later by the South Brooklyn Railroad. The 13th Avenue tracks were
used by the 13th Avenue trolley line. Photo taken in the 1970s.
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Entrance to the 855th Sireet station on the West End line. Note the

spelling of Munjcipal Rallway - the "u" is replaced with the Roman "v.
The sign was removed in the mid-1980s.
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Ft. Hamilton Parkway entrance to the Culver El. Circa 1965.
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Culver Avenue El looking from Ditmas Avenue Station towards 14th
Avenue. Today's "F" train continues to Church Avenue on iracks which

were extended in 1354, towards right side of photo. The old Culver El
was demolished in the mid-1980s.
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Larly Parkville homestead from the late 1880s, located at Elmwood Avenue
and Fasi 8rd Street.






Electric bus on Sixteenth Avenue in the 1930s.
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New Utrecht Avenue and 55th Street looking "down" 18th Avenue. Circa
1919. Nole the movie theater on far right side, showing a film starring
the silent movie star Lilian Gish.
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View of 13th Avenue from 55th to S4th Streets. Circa 1920.
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View of 13th Avenue looking from b1st to 50th Streets. Circa 1910,
Note the Borough Park Club on the left side of phato.
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Borough Park Club located at 13th Avenue and 50th Street later became
Yeshiva Etz Chaim. Salomon Plaza now stands on this site.
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Yeshiva Ltz Chaim,
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53 “ Special gift ideas %
' ! , , for all occasions
{ We have a large selection of perfect gifts for !
[

. 4
Chasanim and Kallahs Two Jocations for your convenience: [t

WE GOLDSTAMP TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS BORO PARK

. - - 5004-13th Avenue §

Convenience! Eichler's Gift Certificates Brooklyn, NY 11219 &
{718) 6331505 i

« SEFORIM + SHASIN Fax {718) 633-1506 %

» ENGLISH JUDAICA « SHULCHAN ORECHS

« TEFILLIN & MEZUZAHS « GARTELS FLATBUSH

* TALAISIM « BENCHERS 1429 Coney Island Avenue

- SIDDURIM & MACHZORIM  + CHALLAH COVERS e, bea TEAAl

« XITTELS +TOYS Fax (718) 2580482
» THE LATEST TAPES +* GAMES

WE S11tP WORLDWIDE WITEIIN 24 SOURS
WL ARL OPIEN ON SUNDAYS
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“IT'S WORTH A TRIP
FAOM ANYWHERE"

C : § = TELEPKONIC SUPPLY INC.

4620 181h Avanua
Brookiyn, N.Y. 11204
[714) 972-43DD

1206 Avanue J
Brooklyn,N.¥. 11230
[718) 252-1201

ALL MAJOR APPLIANGES

D Microwave

O Elecrmonics

O Tapexecondens
O Walkmans

{0 Radias

D Clocks

O Giks

0O Swall Houszswane Appliances

0 Camemas

O Phownes

O Warches

O Ain Condirioners

O ¥acuum Clesnens

O Prasomal Care leems
0 Beepens

Excellornd Prices @
INSTYANT PASAPORT PHOTUS
TELEX & FAX SERVICE
PHOTO COPIES
TAPE BUPLICATING



New Utrecht Avenue and 57th Street looking towards B8th Street. Circa 1890.
70
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a 1890.
New Utrecht Avenue south of B4th Street. Circ
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New Utrecht Avenue and 45th Street, looking "up the hill” in 1919.
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Seforim * Mezuzahs ¢ Talaisim
English Judaica * Kitlech ¢ Unique Gifts
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The Tlglgmm%gs Shoppe

1HE SEWING STOGRE WitH Al 1. THE TRIMMINGS

Featuring An Exclusive Collection Of

)
Swiss, French, Iltalian, Austrian and Domestic ?
7
7]
[ )

* LACE ¢ COLLARS ¢ APPLIQUES » BUTTONS » RHINESTONES

g.
o *« BEADS ¢ CHAINS ¢ ETC.
CUSTOM SERVICES
) 10% OFF ® Pleating * Bononhole Mahing 20% OFF
o, EVERY ® Quilling ¢ 2.Tane Button Covering ALL

PURCHASE 8 Flowers * Beli Covering
W/ MENTION ® Snap Making  * Smocking PATTERNS
OF THIS AD ® Elastic Shirring * Wire Edging

COMPLETE LINE OF NOTIONS, PATTERNS AND ALL YOUR SEWING NEEDS

4506-New Utrecht Ave. Bgfgg:_“’ (718) 436-5198

B'klyn, N.Y. ACCESSORIES

Hrs: S-Th: 9-6 Closed Fri. %x
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New Utrechl and Eleventh Avenues in 1919
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Ft. Hamilton Parkway and 47th Sireet. Cirea 1910.
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Bath Beach station of the Brookiyn, Bath Beach & Wesl End Railroad.
Circa 1890.
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New Utrecht Avenue and 483rd Street in 1919,
Note Public School 131 on Ft. Hamilion Parloway.
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View of 12th Avenue and 60th Street. Ctrea 1900.
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Aerial view of “"Borough Park" spelled out in shells. New Utrecht Avenue
and 57th Street. Circa 1919,
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ELLIS ISLAND GUIDE

with Lower Manhattan
by Oscar israsiowitz
ISBN 1-878741-01-2 §7.85

GUIDE TO JEWISH N.Y.C.
by Oscar Israelowitz
ISBN 1-878741-00-4 $9.95

LOWER EAST SIDE GUIDE
by Oscar Israelowitz
ISBN 1-878741-04-7 5$6.95

GUIDE TO JEWISH EUROPE

Western Europe - 7th Edition
by Oscar Israelowitz
ISBN 1-878741-05-5 $11.95

CATALOG

GUIDE TO JEWISH ITALY
by Anrie Sacerdoti
ISBN 0-9611036-3-9 $12.95

GUIDE TO JEWISH CANADA
& US.A. -Val. 1

by Oscar Israelowitz
[SBN 0-9611036-8-X $11.95

GUIDE TO JEWISH U.S.A.

Vol. I - South

by Oscar Israelowitz
ISBN 0-5611036-6-3 89.95



synagogues of the United States N.Y.C. SUBWAY GUIDE

A Photographic and Architectural Survey by Oscar Israelowilz

by Oscar Israelowitz ISBN 0-9611036-7-1 $6.95

Hardcover $29.95 (plus $3.50 shippin

Poperback $2495 (f)ptus $2.50 shri)p?pir?; ) 201 YIDDISH VERBS
by Anna Rockowitz

GUIDE TO THE JEWISH WEST ISBN 0-8120-0604-6 $9.95

by Oscar Israelowitz

ISBN 1-878741-06-3 $11.95 The Canadian Jewish Travel Guide

by Oscar Istaelowiiz

EAT YOUR WAY THROUGH Poperback $9.95

AMERICA & CANADA
Kosher Dining Guide

by Oscar Israelowilz I,srae[OZUitZ Q’uﬁ[ﬂsﬁiﬁg__

1SBN 1-878741-03-9 §5.95

FLATBUSH GUIDE
by Oscar Israglowitz
ISBN 0-9611036-9-8 $4.95

NOTE: PLEASE ADD §2.00 PER TITLE - SHIPPING CHARGE.















ISBN 1-878741-12-8 $4.95
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