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THE MASSACRE AT YORK 37

false counsellors anxious to deprive them of their only pro-
tection, the Jews were themselves the cause of the next entry
in the tale of their misfortunes. The governor, having to
leave the Castle on business one day, was refused re-admission
on his return by the Jews he had sheltered there, fearful lest he
might have arranged to betray them. Such, it had been sug-
gested to the refugees, was the object of the governor’s business
in the town. The governor, of course, could not remain passive
while excluded from the Castle entrusted to his charge ; and,
unable to recover its custody, he appealed for assistance to the
sheriff of the county, who happened to be in the city at the
time. His application, if it needed any support, readily ob-
tained it from those leaders of the anti-Jewish movement who
held high positions in the realm, and the sheriff consented to
use his forces in recovering the Royal Castle from the hands of
the Jewish rebels. His army was immediately joined by all
those who had hitherto been prevented by the walls of the
Castle from assuaging their thirst for Jewish blood. The
combined forces speedily attacked the Castle, with such zeal
on the part of the irregulars that the sheriff divined their
object, and, repenting of his determination, gave orders for
the attack to cease. To foment a disturbance is, however, far
easier than to suppress one, and this the sheriff soon learnt.
His orders to attack were carried out almost before they were
given; those to desist passed unheeded. The better class of
inhabitants as a whole refused to give any countenance to the
excesses, or to take part in the attack on the Castle. The
clergy, however, had no scruples in the matter. They eagerly
joined the mob, and one in particular, a member of the Pre-
monstratensian Order, was especially zealous in the cause.
Attired in his white surplice, he stood all day in the foremost
ranks, exhorting those around him with the cry : ¢ Destroy the
cnemies of Christ! Destroy the enemies of Christ !’ So con-
vinced was he of the holiness of his mission, that before going to
the battle each morning this man of God was accustomed to
partake of the Eucharist. Overcome by his zeal, he ventured
one day too close to the walls and was crushed by a stone from
the battlements—the only one of the besiegers to be killed.
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THE LAST PHASE 81

many of these, Jews were legally excluded, while the others it
was practically impossible for them to enter. There is only
one known instance before the Expulsion of a Jew becoming a
member of a guild. For agriculture they had had no training.
The prohibition from mixing with Christians prevented them
from obtaining any, and the brief tenure of their farms success-
fully militated against the Jews taking to agriculture in Eng-
land. Peripatetic commerce was at the best a dangerous
occupation in the England of that period, and to a Jew trebly
go. Of all occupations the only possible one open for the Jews
seemed to be the export of wool, the staple product, on a large
scale. In this occupation obviously but an insignificant num-
ber could be engaged. For the remainder no avenue of earning
a livelihood lay open.

Despite all enactments, however, the Jews had to live and did
live. The easiest method of evading the statute was to follow
the example of the Cahorsin and other Christian usurers, and
lend money ostensibly without interest, but in reality at a very
good profit. To assist in such evasions there were would-be
borrowers without number. The poorer Jews, who had in the
past either lived in the service of their richer brethren—now in
many instances no longer capable of retaining them—or had
eked out their existence by evasion of the anti-Jewish laws, at
times and in places not too strictly enforced, had, however, no
such opportunities. Some are said to have taken to highway
robbery and burglary ; a few accepted food and shelter as the
price of apostasy; others again, driven to extremes by the
hopelessness of their situation, tampered with the coinage in
order to supply themselves with food. The coinage had long
lent itself easily to clipping, and for almost half a century the
offence had been prevalent in England. At an earlier period
the Jews had petitioned the king for the expulsion of Jews
guilty of tampering with the coinage, and an official inquiry in
1248 had decided that Jews, Cahorsins, and Flemish wool-
merchants were responsible for the then unsatisfactory condi-
tion of the currency. The suspicions aroused on that occasion
were not allowed to die away, and when Edward in 1278 pro-

posed to reform the currency, his first step was to seize all the
6
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THE CRYPTO-JEWS 137

more of the Spaniard than of the Jew. For instance, being
involved at a later date in disputes with the English Customs
authorities, he collected his friends, broke open the Govern-
ment warehouses, seized the surveyor, confined him on board
one of his vessels, and recovered his merchandise. This action
was being inquired into by a commission, under Richard Crom-
well’s chairmanship, at the time of Carvajal’s death in 1659.

The second most important member of the little community
was Simon (Jacob) de Caceres, who combined militant
Judaism with commerce. He was born in Amsterdam, but
had travelled in many parts, and had business connexzions with
Hamburg, the West Indies, and South America. An enthu-
siastic Jew, he made it his business to go among the Spanish
and Portuguese merchants and obtain confidential admissions
of Judaism from them. Both Queen Christina of Sweden and
the King of Denmark on occasions used their influence on his
behalf. De Caceres was of especial assistance to Cromwell in
the settlement of the newly-acquired colony of Jamaica, and at
a later date submitted to the Protector a scheme for the con-
quest of Chile, De Caceres offering to command the expedition
in person and to raise a force of Jews for the purpose. Hen-
rique Jorge Mendes, or Henrique Mendes da Costa was also a
rich merchant and connected with 2 famous banking-house,
trading in Lisbon and Antwerp. The family to which he be-
longed was one of the most prominent among the Sephardim.
Mendes returned to Antwerp in 1655.

Antonio Rodriques Peremena de Rebello or Robles was also
a native of Funddo, whence he too had been driven by the
Inquisition, after having seen his father burnt at the stake, and
his mother crippled on the rack. At first he settled in the
Canaries where he became deputy-treasurer, but was once
more compelled, by fear of the Inquisition, to emigrate, and
removed to London, where he arrived about 1640. A business
competitor of his in London was Augustin Coronel Chacon,
formerly an agent of Carvajal’s in Lisbon. Chacon was born
in Portugal, but removed to Bordeaux and Rouen, and after-
wards to England. There he acted as a Royalist agent, and
as such his services were rewarded after the Restoration with
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THE SEPHARDIM AGAIN 229

members all increased. But as the years succeeded one
another the separation between Sephardim and Ashkenazim
became more acute. As a symptom of the attitude of the
Portnguese to the Germans even during the lifetime of Haham
Nieto, it is recorded that on one occasion the Yehidim of the
congregation were convened in order to instruct the Makamad
to inflict punishment on a member who had committed the
repeated offence of attending the services of the other com-
munity.

The office of Haham was Jeft vacant for five years after the
death of David Nieto, until in 1733 his son Isaac Nieto (1702-
1774) was appointed to succeed him. Less accomplished than
his father, he was yet worthy to fill the high office he held, but
his tenure did not last for long. In 1741 he resigned the office
and went abroad, and a successor was found in Mosshe Gomes
de Mesquita (1688-1751). Mesquita lived a further seven
years and then died. Two of the orations at his funeral were
delivered by the Ashkenazi Rabbi Hart and Mesquita’s pre-
decessor in office, Isaac Nieto.

The number of charitable institutions established by the
Spanish and Portuguese Jews of London received from time
to time frequent additions. Besides the two already men-
tioned, an orphan asylum, ¢ The Gates of Light and the Father
of the Fatherless’, was founded in 1703. In 1724 a society
was established for providing fatherless girls with dowries and
for other charitable objects. Six years later Isaac da Costa
Villareal devoted a sum of money to the foundation of a school.
The poorer girls of the congregation had always kindly thought
and consideration from their more fortunate fellow Jewesses.
Six years after the foundation of the Villareal school yet an-
other society for providing dowries was established. In 1747
the Beth Holim was instituted. This charity combined the
offices of a hospital, lying-in hospital, and home for aged poor.
Two years later a charitable society with multifarious objects,
the Mahasim Tobim, came into existence. A rather long term
of years passed away before the establishment of the next
Sephardi charity, one for the distribution of bread. This
work was initiated in 1778. The community, however, did
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