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A

MY TOWNLET KALENKOWITZI

by Z. Baharov (pp. 245-251)

The little town of Kalenkowitzi stood in the woods of Polessye
(Bielorussia). It was known as the residence of the invalid writer Josef
Hayim Dorozhka.

Under his influence the township decided in 1912 to turn the
Hebrew language into a living and colloquial one.

As a first step to this intent they set up in town a kindergarten
and a Hebrew school. But owing to want of means this activity was
discontinued after few years.

*
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In memory of A. E. Harkavy.
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LETTERS TO ROSE MONOSON

by S. An-sky (pp. 205-229)

The first ten of the 21 letters written by An-sky to his young
lady friend Rose Monoson in 1917-1919 describe the troubles ex-

perienced by the Jews of Galicia. The rest were written during the
revolution and civil war in Russia.

Originally the letters were written in Russian.

*

AMONG JEWISH MOUNTAINEERS
by N. Rosental (pp. 230-237)

The author lived in 1938-1948 among Jewish mountaineers in
the Caucasus. He ftells about the strong national feeling prevalent
among the mountaineer-Jews in Daghestan; about the impression
which the restoration of the State of Israel had made upon them;
and about the festival of Khanuka in their houses.

pis

BERDJANSK
by J. Goldburt (pp. 238-241)

The Jewish community of Berdjansk on the Asov sea coast arose
upon the foundation of the town in 1827.

In 1897 there lived in the town over 3000 Jews and about 250
Caraites.

The Jews spoke Russian.
With the German occupation in October 1941 all those Jews who
failed to flee from town were exterminated.

GRODNO

by E. Palnitzky (pp. 242-244)

Short survey of the history of Jews in the city of Grodno, on
the occasion of the 25th anniversary of their extermination.

- -



by M. Gershenson (pp. 180-181)

THE PEOPLE IN THE FIERY FURNACE
Translation of M. Gershenson’s article “the People in the fiery
furnace” published in the weekly paper “Yevreiskaia Nedelia” during
the full swing of the first World War (January 1916).

A

LEV STERNBERG

by Zvi Rudi (pp. 182-191)

Lev Sternberg (1861-1924) was born in Zhitomir (Ukraine) in
a rich merchant family.

In-his youth he joined the revolutionary movement. In 1886
he was arrested and after 3 years of prison he was exiled to Sakhalin
island. Here he began studying the life of the primitive tribes of the
island and learning their vernaculars.

In 1897 he returned from his exile. He became one of the
most important ethnographers in Russia and brought up a genera-
tion of important researchers in this field.

Sternberg took great interest in Jews and Judaism. He was
among the founders of the “Jewish Eathnographic Historical Society”
and continued his work there also in the Soviet period.

Likewise he took an active part in the activities of the “Peoples
Group” that strived for the attainment of equality of rights to Russian
Jews in 1905-1917. \ :

*®

THE ORIGIN OF JEWISH FAMILY NAMES AT LIDDA (Lithuania)

by 1. Gnosovich (pp. 192-203)

The article deals with research of Jewish family names in a
certain region of Lithuania.

It divides the names into various groups: geographical, pro-
fessional, patronymical, ma'rrohymical, names denoting appearance,
personal traits, or economic position; and those signifying animals,
plants, inanimate objects etc.

%*
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I. CH. TAVIOV
by M. Bobé (pp. 141-163)

The Hebrew writer |. Ch. Taviov (1858-1920) lived most of his
life in Riga. He received a traditional Jewish and general education.

In 1889 appeared his first feuilleton in “Hamelitz”. Since then
he gave himself up to literary work, writing articles, stories, feuille-
tons, and texi-books for children. Inter alia he published a daily
newspaper for children “Hekhaver”.

In 1905-1908 he was a member of the editorial staff of the
daily “Hazman” in Vilna. Thereafter he devoted himself to philo-
logical treatises, noteworthy of which are his articles for research
of Hebrew elements in Yiddish. Likewise he wrote important collec-
tions of proverbs and sayings, and an anthology of Hebrew poetry
and literature.

Taviov maintained an absolutely negative attitude toward Yid-
dish, and in his treatises he exposed the defects of this language.

Taviov has enriched the Hebrew literature through important
translations mainly from English (Dickens, Mark Twain, Oscar Wilde).

*

M. GERSHENSON AND HIS VIEWS ON JUDAISM

by I. Maor (pp. 164-179)

The historian of Russian literature and the Russian-Jewish philo-
sopher Michael Gershenson (1869-1925) was born in a traditional
Jewish family in Kishenev.

In the nineties he graduated from Moscow University after
finishing his course at the historic philological faculty.

His main literary work was in researching the spiritual develop-
ment of Russia during the first half of the 19th century.

His attachment to Judaism was deep which he expressed in
several articles and pamphlets including the pamphlet on “the destiny
of the Jewish people” (1922) in which he claimed the exclusiveness
of the Jewish people as a spiritual world people, a people imposed
upon by Providence with a special mission. From this standpoint he
denied Zionism in which he saw an attempt to convert the Jewish
people into one like all the peoples.

*
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pany for Agricultural Settlement of Working Jews in the Soviet
Union” OZET (in Yiddish GEZERD).

The Company was of a general public nature, composed of
members from all circles of Russian Jewry. It carried on propaganda
outside Russia and maintained contact with relief societies for the
object of colonization in the Soviet Union (Such as ICOR in the
United States, PROCOR in the Argentine etc.).

“Ozet” extended relief to Jewish settlers in the Ukraine, the
Crimea, Byelorussia and Dagestan.

In November 1926 the first conference of “Ozet” met in Moscow
with the participation of representatives of 60,000 members. The
most significant event at the conference was the speech of Kalinin.

Two trends came to light at the conference: One trend empha-
sised the national aspect of the colonization movement as a step
towards the erection of a Soviet Jewish republic, and the other one
opposed it vigorously.

“Ozet” published in 1927-1937 a periodical entitled “Tribuna”.

At the end of the twenties Ozet began to handle the scheme
of settlement in Birobijan. With its boundaries extended it counted
over 300,000 members including about 45% non-Jews.

In 1930 was held the second conference of Ozet where the
question of preference between the Crimea and Birobijan as desir-
able for Jewish settlement was ardently debated. But the decision
was given in favor of Birobijan in accordance with instructions of
the Soviet Government.

“Ozet" was heavily affected by the purges in the Soviet Union
which started in 1936, and by the middle of 1938 it was totally
dissolved.

w

J. L. PEREZ AND J. REIFMAN

by J. A. Klausner (pp. 131-140)

Jacob Reifman (1818-1895), researcher of Talmud and Rabbinical
literature, lived most of his life in the Polish town of Szczebrzeszyn,
making a meagre living by giving private lessons.

Presumably Perez came in touch with Reifman during his stay
at Szczebrzeszyn.

*
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The first important play, “the Witch” of Goldfaden, was per-
formed in November 1922.

A great success was the play of Sholem Aleichem “the Great
Winnings”.

The play of Peretz “at Night in the Old Market”, which was
staged in an anti-religious interpretation, aroused disputation among
the critics who demanded of Granovsky to present plays from Soviet
life. Such plays, however, when presented, were unsuccessful.

In 1928 Granovsky went out on a round with the Theatre to
Western Europe, presenting in addition to the above mentioned plays
“the Journeys of Benjamin the Third”. The performances of the
theatre aroused great interest in the European public. But on account
of various conflicts with the Soviet Authorities Granovsky did not
return to the Soviet Union and was replaced by Michoels as Theatre
Manager.

Beside Moscow there were Yiddish troupes in Minsk where
in 1926 was set up the “Jewish State Theatre of Byelorussia” under
the management of Rafalsky.

In Kiev and Kharkov Yiddish theatres supported by the govern-
ment were established. But they failed to achieve any significant
accomplishments.

The Jewish Theatre, especially in the beginning, concentrated
around itself Jewish artists including the painter Mark Shagal and
the composers Alexander Krein and Josef Akhron.

g
oz e
by J. Levavi (Babitzky) (pp. 118-130)

The collapse of the old economic order, following the October
revolution, heavily affected the masses of Jews in towns and cities.

Jobless needy Jews began to look by themselves for ways of
transit to agriculture. The Soviet Government came to the concluy-
sion that the solution of the problem of Jews dispossessed of their
resources of livelihood was in transporting them tfo agricultural
settlement.

For that purpose was appointed a “Committee for Agricultural
Settlement of Working Jews” known by the abbreviation of ifs
Russian name (Komzet).

At the same time was created a public company named “Com-
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Shimon Moshe Diskin, the father of the author who accompanied
his father at the congress.

He describes the excited discussions of the congress on the
problem of organization of the Jewish Community (whether religious
or secular) and the controversy between the parties of the left and
those of the Zionists and the religious.

He also recollects the Seventh Zionist Conference in Petrograd
in June 1917 and the preparations for the all Russian Constituent
Assembly, towards which the orthodox divided into two lists; the
extremists with the Rabbi of Lubavitch at the head, and the moderates
with Rabbi Yitzhak Rabinovich of Ponevez at the head.

w

50 YEARS AGO IN KIEV

by Z. Livne (pp. 102-108)

The author describes the Hebrew educational institutions in
Kiev during the civil war of 1917-1921, particularly the Teachers
Seminary of Tarbuth, its principals and teachers, and the Hebrew
High Schools.

He also describes the hard relations between the Hebrew and
Yiddishist teachers, and proceeds with the story of Ukrainization of
Kiev University which was greatly disturbing to Jewish students.

#

THE YIDDISH THEATRE IN SOVIET RUSSIA
IN THE TWENTIES

by A. Greenbaum (pp. 109-117)

For thirty years, until its liquidation by the authorities, the
Yiddish State Theatre in Moscow occupied a prominent place among
the Soviet-Jewish cultural institutions.

The article treats the first decade of existence of this theatre
under the management of Alexander Granovsky. Granovsky founded
the theatre at the end of 1918 in Petrograd. In 1921 the theatre
was removed to Moscow. Granovsky imprinted his stamp on the
theatre in the first years; although he was subject to heavy pressure
of the “Jevsection”. ! ;

Among the first actors of the Theatre was Sh. Michoels. -
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RECOLLECTIONS FROM LIDDA YESHIVA

by B. Ziv (pp. 81-84)

B. Ziv describes his education in the house of his father, the
“Shochet” of Zvenigorodka, who sent him to Lidda Yeshiva when
he was 19 years of age. "

The Yeshiva under the management of Rabbi Reines was quite
modern, The boys received a monthly allowance. Only on Sabbath
they feasted with the local families.

The sacred subjects were studied during the day till the after-
noon service. Between the Minha and Maariv services they studied
secular and Hebrew subjects alternately.

With the participation of the teacher Pinchas Shifman, who taught
Hebrew literature and Jewish history, was organized at the Yeshiva
a Zionist group.

W

THE REFORMED KHEDER AT RETCHITZA

by M. Z. Frank (pp. 85-96)

The author tells about a reformed Kheder which was founded
by two Hebrew teachers in Retchitza at the beginning of this century.

He ftells about the sensation of a little boy at school where
Hebrew is spoken and about the transition to Hebrew speech.

He is also discussing textbooks, methods of instruction and the
visiting inspector Ishai Adler.

*

IN THE DAYS OF REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA

by Rabbi I Z. Diskin (pp. 97-101)

In 1917 the author lived in the town of Lubny, (province of
Poltava). In February 1917 he took part in an underground Zionist
meeting in Poltava shortly before the outbreak of the revolution.
After the revolution a Jewish Committee representing all parties
and circles of the town, was elected in Lubny.

In those days a congress of Jewish communities of the Ukraine,
was held in Kiev. One of the delegates to this congress was Rabbi
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active along with his friends in organizing the Zionist Students Asso-
ciation “Hekhaver”.

He further reports of his participation in 1915 in an all-Russian
Zionist convention in Moscow conducted by Dr. J. Chlenov.

At the end of that year Ariel was arrested once again with a
group of Zionist Youth. Three of them were condemned to admi-
nistrative deportation to Nijne-Udinsk (Siberia). He describes the
mode of life in the exiles colony in that town.

On the outbreak of the revolution in 1917 they were all set
free and returned to Russia among other political exiles who were
received by rvolutionary demonstrations at every railway station on
their way.

w

THE PASSAGE OF THE DNIESTER

oy J. Karni (pp. 52-80)

The poet Yehuda Karni (1884-1949) tells of his escape from
Russia in January 1921.

On the occupation of Odessa by the red army in the winter
of 1920 new regulations were enforced by the new Soviet order
that completely ruined economic life in the city, where high prices
and famine prevailed as a result.

In the summer of 1920 began the flight of many Jews to and
across the frontier. Heavily affected in particular was the commu-
nity of Hebrew writers and teachers, since the Soviet authorities
and the “Jewish Section” in particular declared war on the Hebrew
language and literature. Karni depicts the life of Bialik, Druyanov
and other writers of those days.

In the winter of 1920-1921 a group of 7 persons left Odessa
for the small frontier town Ribnitza. The group included the blind
writer Secco (Smiliansky), the writer Shlomo Zemach and their fami-
lies, who were joined by Yehuda Karni.

He describes the troublesome travel by train in those days.

Then he describes the concentrations of refugees in the border
towns of Ribnitza, Kaminka and Rashkov, where he met the writers
Mordechai Spektor and Josef Schechtman and some groups of Ha-
lutsim.

The reminiscences break off at the moment where the bunch
sets out to cross the Dniester.
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THE STRUGGLES OF RUSSIAN “HEHALUTZ”

by B. West (pp. 7-16)

The seedling of “Hehalutz” was planted in the “Bilu” period
of 1882. But as a wide popular movement it developed after the
revolution of 1917. In the initial years “Hehalutz” was looked upon
by Soviet authorities as a medium for the productivization of the
Jewish masses, and was therefore permitted to function.

The discord in “Hehalutz” in 1923 came to pass because one
part of its members inclined to emphasise the character of “Hehalutz”
as a class organization that strives to set up in Palestine a working
society on collectivist foundations, while the other part demanded
that “Hehalutz” should bear a non-party character and concentrate
all circles of youth striving for working life in Palestine.

The illegal or so called “national laborist Hehalutz” set up
agricultural “hakhshara” farms. The most important of them “Mishmar”
in the Crimea was liquidated in 1927. In 1934 was arrested the
last Central Committee of the underground “Hehalutz”. In 1926-1929
attempts were made to send messengers from Palestine to the Soviet
Union. But they were all shortly arrested and perished in exile and
prison.

Tidings of imprisoned and exiled “halutsim” faithfully devoted
to the Zionist ideal are reaching us to this day.

7&‘.

IN PRISON AND IN EXILE

by J. Ariel (Fisher) (pp. 17-51)

J. Ariel (1893-1964) is telling in his reminiscences of the asso-
ciation of Zionist studying youth in Odessa in 1910-1917. Under the
influence of Zionist literature in the Russian language and of Zionist
friends including the brothers Abraham and Jacob Granvosky he
joined the association which disseminated Zionist literature.

In April 1912 he was arrested with a group of his friends at
a Zionist lecture, However they were released shortly afterwards.

At the elections to the 11th congress in 1913 there were two
lists of candidates in Odessa. One list was headed by Ussishkin and
the other one — “political Zionists” — by Jabotinsky. The youth
supported the “Political” list.

That year Ariel entered the Odessa University, where he was



SUMMARIES
ABOUT THE LATE LEVI ESHKOL

by Z. Shazar (pp. I-1V)

Levi Eshkol immigrated to Palestine from the Ukraine on the
threshold of the first world war.

He was one of the architects of Jewish colonization, minister
of finance of the Israel government, and finally — Prime Minister of
Israel. '

His entire life was a mission for his people.

“HEHALUTZ"” IN RUSSIA

by Ch. Halperin (pp. 3-6)

The founding of “Hehalutz” a jubilee ago was the result of a
continuous process of the agelong position of Jews in Eastern Europe.
In 1918 was held the first convention of “Hehalutz” in Kharkov.

The split of the Zeire Zion party in 1920 into Zionist Socialists
and Laborists brought about a split in “Hehalutz”. The problem of
legalization led to the creation of two separate organizations of
“Hehalutz”. One was legal and the other one illegal. Both main-
tained “hakhsharoth” in the Crimea and in other places in Russia
till 1928.

During the first five years of “Hehalutz” (1918-1922) immigra-
tion to Palestine went on legally and illegally. Then began the arrests
and exiles of thousands of Zionist youths of all parties including
members of “Hehalutz”. ;

About twenty thousand “halutsim” arrived in Palestine from
Russia.
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