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,),yt Dll.r E,,n Ei-'l''tfx,:r:tp) ''t't)l't .!-llr9N ODn\>l On'p)p nX

rrr)u) tDpDtD)'D)x,)x'ir n\v \v t,n) )y lrD n'Irn )> 'l'y)v
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. otrr!,nr:D!n
tir)!t t\.Pto

.'rt !.J:rn 
"xlr 

t-rxi

n"!1nn nfi! l.)

x"b.r, rtDn xfl, n-rJ a,,rn, ,.nrn "")
r'r. sltl o:r n-.9: r.rrr

! trrl rl
, ', .> laDt tpttpb nnt rltl, rri )? rni f,!.1a, x:o rt.n
l: DrlEr tEot tnr rrrr.ottr trir rrn nrtaln nonlo[.Er:

f,rrro D.1nr nr: t.Dtt.lro rrrr?:r ,!prtpr r:rp t.ro,.to?
o.nl!rx .1., to?t 1l8, illt. n.!) lo)xrlt trpr: r.ri .Dtrn

)rr , llP"! rir, l, nqnlon rr.tn o.a. '1nH ,t.rn Itpr: rrrr
xrr ot.)t l:tt Dli n-.r, l-:t rrn f-:a Drr:x J.o trt: lr

lo:f,nn".roD l: oltDx rrrtn at rrr. x) )!r,p-n6! xront i.tr
ntr ,*| tr x:tr Etx, lt, n.tn )r) 09 *i *tn ol !*tr th.rl

nrrlg tnE(t l"tn E.t!tr6 n!.tr r!e rtrFD att tD!n D.j, tr!:
. o..n-nt JorNJ naro:t

lnrloo .l: l, tr Olr:r l.u !f ttrrt o-trD.nop: I) ),
nrtB t9 l-nnt.E: ontB rtpn)t xltr Elx, llpa: r.to trtns
xJ lt'stn, ,no n).tn ta !..r: xtDt nln !* .R6D lf D.tDx

l:n, l)to)t ,ntrr!n nrpn lrD, rrrEx .tn olpn! tf,1 I t:.oni
.fl"o:?l,ltntn.o) o.t?txo ntontnt ht6.nr, l.Jn n.r.l.,r 11tD.

Drf:!0t 6!r.P!D
."xl D. r:in ,xrt ,-rxtwtt

nlil
F,,1N:
I
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Yy 'Ifpf,

D)tD 'D n)n ltt)nn ,f)n t,Dn DtunD -rnx )p r-lnx i-'lr'lrl
1r,r) rurn lJp I1;1 nD vDv .1))D nl t) ln)u nxll)il1 .l9l)

.]t,rn rutn) Dfn)n rx 1t121nt tr),')Dl

nN tnDU, E'),,Ji-"t t)91't 'ltln nt: ffn) tr,,)Vrn lD))) nrn Xlll
'rD]D x'El\ D)tD, ln)r, nNll)nn )p ']9'D - nll)Dn .E;-'l'nl)Dt)

,) rn));-'r) lrD Drn)n .\>:5>n nxtt)nn nN xtn vn)D ,'l'ltl''l'9i-'l

...lr)v,l nxtt)n) irpu x) s)tpn ,-ll't'TD nn )v ))> Dlt' tll'x

nx t) nn) pl'-Tl 1)'n i''rnx -r)r" :l)xral t ltnn )x tl':r nlp
?u|to)i1

tr! 'llDn \D, nnnD n'n i-'ll' ,lrllli-'l 1vn ,"R1PDi-'l nN t)X ''l)ll,,

.'nxtt)nn ,p-rg rN 1)D),p't D,)tD D1DD t\ylto tr'ln'1 tr'9)t)

l), t t)n) ,trtPDi-'l tntx) r:)) N) )'Nl'v, yllrnD l)'l.1 lrpll
nt))) ,n n''rlDl ))tN ,t),1't ''lDN ,'l) .'l)li'l n,f) lN'ln)l TYnD'InN

...nDXn ,D trl)

rx ln) t5vlus Tyn r:y) nll'i-'tDl 'rDv'l ]''In n'lD ,flrn xv'
.],''lf'I rln'Dx nx i-'llr] trD )lP n')ln) \)) D)v, nxtt)nn

tr,D)''l nD) r)),nu):p rDrn n)'nn n)lt)f l),1-l ],)Dn tr,,n)f)
l)rn,.-lnt'f pin: DDlw rp2 1n)tv.rn )y trnty:yx)tDD)lt)lDu,l p'li-'t

grlr1 r)y1 l]l, E'),nDD 1ln)" ,rl,Dtnl t)'l-l i-'lDn ?,,Dltrtn Nln

?D1 n) lDl tr)r) xln l),n .nll']D nrx)Dn]

n,lD xlit plnl,, ,''l'lDn) t ln)i-'t l'I)rn ,r'I);l xtn t')xtp trlpDi-'t,,

...,ytrn )x D'),rp'ID n)l''rN nlrr,'Ily t) nil' ,]'lit

Irly )r2pr;1 x) ,tnt):ol Dln)nu N)N .l)'11 n9'y pl''Il nNl)

t),1't J'nDi'] 1),xt 1x:nl ,'lDyD nx )')pnt ']')Dn l', lDl ') l'fi"l)
.l)Dn trD )w'tD y:tn) n:r nt:):o:

tf 1)Enil ,fp,lr l)rl l),1-l p'ln ,t'I'f 1)tri-'t ny n)n D')i1tD) i*lti1
wlK

rril:
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I]X ']rrXD lDyY !)yn .lllnn ED P'Iyn :I])PD9I DlPl ,]])]']X
...nxIbnn

rpx) llyn )rp rnrrl nD .l')yn nN v,n>n) yln)n no,l n)'nnf
rnlx -T'Drn u,:t )rp lgyp 'IN l?l''ri-l n,ll -rDx)n nx uln:n) rx

nlyp nyu, ,)9) t':9f i'l'Itn 1,9 tDl n)n ') l)|x nx n)'.ilp: tDlpD)

,lDlpD Nln n',N'.l ']ll'IDn Yln nx xln ''l')D])NvJ

5vsnt lx,nxtt)nn rx xrn )pl]:x 'f Dln)i-'r i"t'r'ri-'r tr')p nvn)
t: )yt txt)p: lD)n tr))D nN lrnn) t) taoxn r:'x ,):):n l)JD,)

.nxrr)n: rrp:)r ut,n>n\ r),nn np,)

)p nn:rnt rDrD ,-u'r r')D r,t ''lnr !ln)n )v n, nx r)'t''t )D)
nx Dl-ro'tp lrfrnnD vp'D 1)) 1)i ,E DtD ov )b,n) :;p1)w i,vyD
.1>l lny:. ):r, !:nlnv ,1) tr,rr-nn tgon) nxrr)nn ,nt\vn

.sr)ur: lD1pD )y x: )>n T5 i-'ly-lnn nit-lDi-'l Dltnn

o)w x)r ypr nr)

)v.r tntnpo trl-r rl'nx nD )wrD )ur :rprri: pril)Dn lDr) nrpyD
'T'n ,r.r 'llN)n '9D ,nDDtD rnrN ,DDtrDn p: )y rtllrl ),yt t),lt
,5'Dlyt i-'r,DD N-rlD ]),f''r nf,prn urN-r Fn \w ])l ,x,,D,)rD |'l,rpy

:i-.1,i-.1 l) nrnv itDDDl

rrlrDn ''r'r''ry rx 5l,prD tr'Tlp ,')r)n rD) tr't)D l-l'lnD irt) rnx orx
DDVD lt rn D,'[D) n:)nn nt2t11) - ntt)nn lnlN E,nni-'l ,ir])Di rrrD

]) EX x)x o:n t,n\n5 r),oxr o,ry x): nrr)ir) .tlDN, :x ,D ]D,D

o'ly x): nrr)pn ):r .tnl n)wD 1t)tD) nrr)nnr .lr)rrDn )y rnr)n

lDoD 5y - onyy\ n))ir orr;t \ra>n lnn x) rrp ,ls) trrrrD -ultr

.lp)n'rrlDl nyru) l,,nnD Nln ,)l nxtt)nn nN -lrrxD xrn llp

i''ltil,

trnl) ,r,)n nxtt)nn ltr.19 'IDtDl tr,D,n l9p) .tu,X) ,lDtn Nlll
lyp ,'o)rDn tr'-'p'T l;1 g)r .nxl)n: rtt: nr)n ,> )t:nus\ nrr)pn
nptnta npt.19 r)t t) f,,n ,)),xl nxtt)n 1DD 'nvpD x) o)ryn ,ntr)n

.nnN

.GSSlr/,-

-

ur!t

r{nr
..."-*--\ii,"-{_.
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.rDu., rN n': n)Dn TDDD 1t,u rnx)t pn)-rDu, l,: ntt)pn wDvg
r')D nx rDD nD)w ,nl)n 5v tnn,nn nDDr)nD r5trola nxtt)nn

.):: rpt:t

r::' .np)nlD nl)pDrl nt)n p:i: ,n'lt nDtnn i-'l)'N ll ;'Dtnnn

nnx npl'r9 t\t 1nn ,n)pr x)r ,nrpi:'l x) o)typtp 1) ,nrnx
.''llD nt.1Dn tr')91 ntr)n t: l|) ,,i-'rprn!2

,)9ll ,l)nlp 'l,l;-'t r'l )x ntt)nn n)9 ,],x']]t) I11;1r \v 1>tl>
.lnPlyD nx npp E,),t'Ii-'l

n l lOtn) nrt)n nX ],prir) E'),,-ri-.I nlyDl nlpy) 1\t nD WD\D

l''r ltnpll lli, -lln - ],tn n,l) ntt)n o::rv.rD't ,t)')]:l tr''pii-'ll,'1,-Ti-'l

,-lpvrn )y noot:nnv 11, nD,nn .u)tyn tr'l]l t'n x) ,: tn:yp )D
l,,tyn ,t,-lll) nyntD i-],N-l) .Di't)l IDD ,N,i'] tt,fD ,nNtl)nn ']Dt,

trntn x)n nlu) rnD'rn 111D il|t2 nltyl n)nrv i-]D,nnn )p n)ir
nrppr x)p 1)1 ,1>tl)u:l nrlrn J''rlN ,)9 5> 5y tDp rN \5> lttl

.'ll'T)n'lplrl

'Ei, !D't) 1t'r) rutn tplpl .Dll ''rn']n) E'),'Jir wpt) ,1)tD IDD
nt''tDp nD) 1DDX1 Et'),''Ti't )tDgtDD E,,n)l) .'l')t l EnD)nn nN l)n,
i.lD,nni.l ,Xti-.1 1) 1'-.p-I)r, tXypt ntt)n \W tnD'nn n1r'9,ti..t On')yrp

.t,nlD,nn lNvrD x,n n)tl,'),'Ii-] ,]'l.l')'l.I)n tpvrl

Nrn nr)nr Nri-'r nDX ''rDrri-'r ,) nnyl nr)D;r 'rDlp 'r))Dr, ,N)x
'Iy,) I]yy ''IftNt E')'tf) ]'IDD Ep),,1n ))D't ,']Dlrn )D t,l'lDl EnnU

.l,ln llx ptoo\

,tx: x) np)nn \l>)t n,tts,)tlsi n')u -ll'In ;g grrl;1 1)p1p

)p rtno) fiD)n f,r.rf )')pnrp u,:r) lr,'Tn nN -r'lyn) r"rDN J)'r)'t
.i-]D']Dnr lt'ln ,nDt)ynn tx )ir::r rnx

,')'l''Tnllp,, t'lN 1')91 lnDU'l ,'l),f'''l ,)9)'Tll) ,1-1N''t'l tr')"li-'l 1D)r)

n)tpn nN nlypl lD)'p ,rl-rDtri'r rx w19 ,trr)DDDn nx r9.r,y

.lnrl nlln IIN llrP'l'l lx:)t lx:)
,l) nl)) xtrD) t),1''l urp,l ,t,)D) tr'n)tDn nn2v)1"yr, .tnN)

n,: n)rx) nr);r pl:rrp) .],)Dn .rtr9 nx l:))t xu.run nx tpp :r:)

tril(
i'at,1

rrl!l:
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lD))) tr,'rl'rl-rDrx x))t o,lt,tn ln)tv.r n:u) nglpt nDtpl'IDt ) ,'l''Ii-'l
.ltrln n,):n\ nv

.p,:l t)xv,r ?"11t nDrnn ,i-''lll"

nDrnn,'I: utnn) t)']'T I'N".nl''lip n)n:,tpn ,"r'T, nDtnn 1l ltgr
ntrlyDn ,l) nlD,11n -l1trD n:tt,n) V1t)tD l9) ,i11prgD N'n n9rt1lD t)

.,,,|,-In r|,ll Er),,-Ii-.I r.T, nnn

:i1rDpn1l)'l'] ']ln

?n11!, nD,nfl tt 1t112 
-I)l nnN nlDJ"

np)nrDn rnr)'IvrnD lly''r nrDrfu, -rDln Dtri-'r) i-lr)n -lyD) r",xJll"
.l),1"1 )r,

)r9, -Iy,) ntxr) i-'r)l''r'I n'9'yl DrnDiv,El,),Ji-'l \lon v)t usp'l
..l,)r) lD)),t/.1,'tf'I

,D) )1D)i1nN tr'n)l)n ')91 ))'l'] DD'ty ,'trttD, x)l lrvr'] nl)'
,:',)g\ut'l)l)n xu'r)l rnp)nn rx -r'DoDl np)ni-'t \5>) tl> D,)nu

'r): tnttilJ ,y'n rx n)oDt fDrn lNl tn'IDD nx -r'loD xtntp 'Tln

;ilil)i-'l

u9,,) nnN ,II/r''t n)'nll n,,i-'l ,nx)l)i'ln nDv) 1)) - '\)v1 n|r"

.,O)tDp tr,..11-r,1,;_.1 N), l,trD)t Wn)n,

t) rrpp,x x) ;,:l 'TX ,t)N tr'urp tr'-ll'T ;nDnD :tu ntt)n rypl
,)91 x)D no: n)n n'Tli-'t tr''rnN tr,tr)'] 'rnx)u,'TD nDXn v P:nn\
nx'] nl"ti-'l ttD)nl ,)] ,trNl)Dl ])tl'] )u ),11'I]P'Iy ])x t) E,)"Ji''l

.trn,'11;-'t) trr']f'In nx

...l'l'l'l) EIr''ll''lrDn

ulN

n,lf1n '9f trt,n nn V\ ;;tiltD ,;1'tDDDn nX l,,y) trrD ln))f 1r,

rn),] rnD)n )rt.ln t)yonnt lDDgnn tpx ,:)n )tp o',t)nt tr''rtn'n

1) r,ttD nvyri, .trxp)t :nw\n )rn x) En,9l ,l'li-'l,n n:nn )r.r
,il,ilffitfi.

P,,1NE
l,
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"ltrx ,r'Dyl hr:t o,lo Nrrr)'Ttl)D 'l-Dr,N.tf]r,tt')v t,))uJD'rnx
'Inx f''rD tn':) :tn ,:tt) r:urt l', rtnrp) )i-'t)'l n-tDn np'Di-"t nx lnx
n,)D nt'yt ,rntpx )x ,:ryn n)9 tnt.t)u, ''I) 'It'tl .')'9t),)l xlnur)
i-.I),Xrp ltVr): n,)y E,,X !X Xti.r .),:np ;.t9p D1) ,-r,Dt !),;-1 t) Wrll)
)t:x) E,Dru, 1D ltlpl,:D nx t) ur';n x) ox ,) ,E,)9 ,I1tDt nyDIlwD

...i-.1u,-.tnx nrnrl -.tDt D.] rlx _ ].T'fl, u)l,n -ID)n nN

nDPn Dt) nx n)y:) )'n:n) ,'r)Dt l)'r'r nton) n)nt:nn nu:Nit

ny9)tD tr,Dng;1 nt,: r:y) i-'t,'Try ;-1N nuNn i-'lp,ni-'l .rDptltp ;92

tr',D rtD trlpDtD tri-],)! nngv ,E,Dn9i-'l nx ntt,)rf i-'l''t,t li-'l ,r'li"l
.onn,nt) nn iytpl i-'t)'t'tDitl

lDrn nN r'rf DDr) Nrnlr) rI]p,D )D xntn':: t\ la, - )y:nt
.tD/)w nopn Dr) rN )1,,t ''t t,)N nrr,)n B.tDl -nD t) )txrp ,tD))t

rnDn nN n)!n ,rnrpx \v n)m on:nSp,lsv ,\yln )rp rrr::
)''li-'I, .,nlr-]l)D nN )'''ti-'I,, :)tl) )tp: n) N']p )Dlrt llDnlt ,n'nvst) l)s

.DntDll)D nN '']n' .,r]t,'I)D rlN

Np)Drat)t ,ptn riptn lnl)n 
.nl 

,DlwDn )y )y:ir \n o,DDl tDtw

.EX)D,1n ,ptn ,D hr ,1'u,rtt,))

nv\wD n),v,

'l,li-'r'r r)'r''r)rpn \yn n)trn -lf) trnfr, ,nt'rnN nryur on) to)n
N'i-l ,'''ti-'l 'lr''t')D) rtt,x ,''lilD)i-'l 1,9 xy'lDl ,) ,1rlDDD n''tDln nx lt:l)
?i-r'rrl'''1,)l nyr''r xtn I'Nt ntpll itDt ,t,)y'ItD n-npxt DDD nw:n)D

Drvn, l,N i-'lrrtr)n tNl
,1)) ,,D)DDI j,Wn\V :,:l,yn )X t,pDO ftN 'l-tDn tp,nil t],) tpl
rntpN try ln' rln)r rn'''ll,'r nx )p:) ))t, -ly,) nyy upp )tp,)
I'tri'll 'r-r'l nn)y x) inD,vD ,:tit nry) Elf .i"tD'D, E)D,D)

,tr)D,Ni''t 'ptn ,, )y, :tpto9 ,'lN pDtg Ntnrp) t,Jr rx rg rD\olDn
'Tnulx Dv ,1) rttn) ntrrppx ): l) l,xt ,1DD nv\)D 'Irrrx 

'''tn
.,,-T),ty-.,1 nn t.1p,,p x)

wtlt
y*t1l?
r LI

r'11r3
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.P)n) ln

'llr] En,lln) E,lf-I En) ''19'D] )'))t, )N ,l']yn i"t)9 ,]trlNtt l]']f
5v t :'ltn n:rn r)ppnn x) n)x .t)rt.l rp )tl np,'nDt ])lPD xtnu,

'N'r]f xrnv; ,x-llD ,l't ,'J)i-t,i-'l o:nn )x n:)) tntyy,t1;y7:.91y7v lt:rrn
.'l,i,.t''I,);-'t !ptn nN )p:) nnp lnDrnl NvD'

nh4) E,))-.p Nl,t t,))tD \V Anyy) DDW ,n)1t DD'n X) n);-'l

\)DtD 1tDX,rllDn X'''llD ,J-l - ''Ilnrn O:nn )V.r tlt:fn )X :'ltlS l)ll
.,l"rDn )p trto,p nN lpp ll-tl

nvyD nx )Df't, ,''IJi-'l,i-'r tr)nn )u 1,9 xytD) ir)n l,nD;-]

.'t)'l ''r)) nx Yt']n) i"llN N) N']ty,l'] .)nDn'In) E)tx ,]'tp]'t')it

J,UJi-.1 ,-rNp;t IDDO, gX X)X ,1)r1) ltr) ,r:) ,lx ):rX X),
.5yr:. x.tlt: ,l-t 'rDX ,'trn')9) Tlly, 1tr) 'll'ntn)

vpD i5 x) )rp:t ,1,v1 )xt ,txi:n )x ,:rvn 1)n l>v lp>n

.t),'I rN trn,)rl'11'I'1, ,N']lD tl''l r|x tri-],)x l'Dln)

r:l )tp, ry,: rtxr) ot)'nDDu) 'p:t irDyn) t:r,p x) t))n
X-ltl, ,f-l 11N yp1-5 )fllX,) ,t'Ilil'i''l tr)nn try ntA)Wnn l)'t2')
)nwp))y )y:n -lln En')91 ,tl1)Drrlvla\w 'l)')yl n'Inl'D l)'tD',

.lnpl''l) - lnurx nx l) -l'nn)

,o 5y ,onp)nn nN tpDD ltrat tr,-ll"Tit rx J,tpnt ''IxPn )DDl,

:r,ynt IDIDD x']l)) ,f''t oP pnp) !'nv\)D nt,xi-],, ;g)pr1;1 rp11

n'rn ,9) o; n)u:) npNn nN ''l,ni-'l) 'l']'T NlvD) ):tx .')tx'
.'r|'D)otDit

')'''l'n'r J'D nnp ,rpt) tr tDp)DtD ,Df trrrx1l ly)r) 'lxp;tt l'gln
r'f'1)T

r'?tfi'

?,rrl, )x n,i-'t ,']p ,n9pn nx i-]),)n lnvxv lpt: n):xv.t 'Ty)i-]'

.)y:n nN x''rrr':t )xtp

,,,,)'lxDj l"] n) n,n J, trlvDln ,)D:n i-'l)J, ,"'IIND tD), ,tD)"',

.)vlnn

--,S$r"/C"x-

w!l

fl1lte,
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xti-] ,DfD'TX ,'']il i''l)i''l :tri-t) ']DNt ,l,rri-'t] ,'INpn )x xrty 'f"l i'1)9)

.t)DD tr,-.,11-.,1,p o,)gt: tD), 1D) n,):txrp nyv),) -E-ri-.,l

.'I'tr,nt ,'rxPi-'t t))r,']f'In xti-'t 'l) .nDN,

)t:X) p'rDn trX ,) ,1'1'1DN '''ln ,l) rnXt )y:) X.1D ,l''t l')t, -1n

x'n )lx ngpn nx x,:ir) p,9Dn x) lnurxt ,l1Dw'I}:)n ,)), rx
.r]l,'']'t)D i"t,i-tn

lnn h o splo'):t lrl' i-''t' i-'l 1y)ntt),,,r'']^l'jl l#l:';:
1,l i"'r,i-'lr, 1y)i1 ,,\), nx n)>x x)rp xypl nvyo)ro '''li-'l ,E,-'l1'''t,9

): lx: ],x ,ntp'''lt))2 i-t))'x 'InurNlp Nl9N xyt' lru, ')lr)Dt ,'I,ntDlyx
."1) xri-'r n.rtlD lnrrx ,) i-'lN''t) )x)Dt Ip11,)n tt)n) p,o:

t)n )y lDDg) ,N''rly ,f''r )rp u'l pDt nx Tvil,'rxpn tDDp
,-llrx, .n)rr;n rnro,''tnr tntnpg )y rnrx r))n x)n n9)1 fi)vnD

.'n:r nt)ypnn: nt) nt tr,)un trpn) ,rt,;';1)D trn t)xu opn

NNN trD9 P]

x)ur nn): nN nDlntp nnx nnrtpD i-ly,)i-'l u,lr )rp t),1 n,l)
.nr''lp)n )xtu.r, nl)f 'T-'l'I) rtD,)yl i-'l)i-'l)

'l,'T]'T,n i-'ltrD) E']lrll ,nngt2Dt r']f'I nx I'Ii'l rl,f ''D)n lyDtt)

nli-'t '1l'I) ntpy, X) DrDtpD) ', l'trpp,) 't:t n):: tn,p;11 ,l'-Ill,n

nrp:) ttDDDl n)>t ntny lDDv x)x .)xrrp\ nvD nt5 txtnn
ltra)l ,tr,p,l'TD tr)'N nl tnDtnu tr,''Dli-'t D ilDDtD) i-tno.tn tx

.)xrrp, nD \v ntr,)yi't '\)>n n;rn x) o)ryn ')l ,i-'lD)rDn

l.trn,-l x)t ttttPn: o)DD,'l'li-t n,l lN ,l)'l'''r 3y.rr lDlil tntx ):
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Et,trrln E,-r)l t));r nrnppDn,l\, t)lp ,1>,Itppt) ntn9V)D trntX
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tr,-llli-'t .tNU, I'f ,tlt)tn t,p: tt':n) )rt)tlD ,9) t),1..,1 \V Vltpl
tDlrD n)tD ,NylDl nnx trD91, ,N)9tD nvyD on) tp,o '''t')I;'ll,
)tD ,tDlrD n:rp ,xytp) r'InpDn i-tN,''tpn ,t'ItD,) ptn nN tr,,Dr, tnx)
i-'lllrD nn g,p) \) lD11Dt;r3p 1;r3) 1131

'n>\n nl)D '''l'!'l't
rn"r"''l ]')9 nN tDTp,rt't'l lnrD )y 1:lro>
)t:x) i"ry''rn i-lD tx'''rtlr tr)n,, :rrtN n)xrpr

" ? n)y))1 n-IllrD)

l,trnt nt''typ ''t;-'1'"li-'t ,nDX t,'x) D'It)t, t)'l"l
:f]'l))l

i-'r'''r-r')D iryrx rn:)n n:\n5 rryp) i-'ly'''lN i'ID,,

(ilNDn) nlD? ED (El,lrlyl t''tlx ),w:.n)
.nn)Dv)

ll) nn\ rr1'T')D ') l'ND' ,)tPl tt'll'tn i-'li'tDn

x) ,t\'\n, :tI19tD pIlD) t))f''t n) ),tDt
,;-1tX ;)Xtrl, X)X lrp,rp i-'lD ))tX .nNt ,Ilrp,l )xuD onr:N ,lr
'I) rn,;yt ,rl,J),1'''l i-'l-ItrDf )r:x) i-ty-tx nD

...'il.DQ OD -]1',)D) Xtn ,)]y']t,

;rnt:) t)'rn nx n,)l'ri't i'tnnt .n\1) nt-rn ntrap) )yDw) rn9)
))vn Tv\)n \w nn:laDi-] i-],)E ;-]'TDD n n rll

I1{X

. t,ry

'*"Yffi;3



E;1yDn 5>9 o,uy1r

,?i'])E nN yt'rD ,1) mp i-]D,, :i'txE) r,)l']i-] i-]'I''tn

ilDD t9pt1 i-'r,)r'IXvJ r,)l.t) nnnlDn i-'t''19,D nf-t J-llp)-trnl
5,ralnn nx n)rp,: i-'tntl,|tl] ,rt,D,l'''l irrtyp) t11,)D h )vlno
i-'1p'-lpi-r N,i-ll, Nln lytD nnlr - nDtDl i'lxDn l'), ;rp,otitt,trtD,)))
tr')'] E,Dtn)t ,X,i-.1 n)D)N .,1'-.1D,rl ;1)y grrg 1) OttDDl Or):n nX t)

li-'lf E"t)n

I'D1) Vp'1l i'lD')9 OD,7V nn1'rDD, N1P ,i'l''tpDi't ;-1X l''ti-t pDl,
, 

? i-t)1-tnN) )1tD)t r)>l l)V,I' 11D,, :i1)DD

i11')Dt tN '),''tllri-'1'I]D.l''t]Dt,)t) t)lr'l1| i-'l"I-rpllr,l-llri-.1

.n)DDi-'l rtX npvr trr/)t ,r3); ,5>) nntwDt n7y)

,tDVn 5) "I)l l,Xr, ,DtD) 1r,111X) ,-.,lDN, ,,)),f..1 
..lDN ,,1) OX,,

l"'l,pr)n) n-lrr) n']'rpi-lt n)')xf 1I1jD 
',v)nnpoD t,9)tD) n,)]'TN Jt'l) n']ln] i-],I]t!D'I tN nn-.trrDi-.I nnnD

.x']rl) tr)nD n))n

l),x 'l'l'rNi'I,, rnSl) nlrD nvil\ nnlwDn n)w n\D i']Dr, ']]]r)
):x, rpyy f''rn l) trx x)N ,',) ],DND

.i-t))nnn lt' i|11, )Dt 1D

,-.p-I nX g,,p) 1ryl) l),f-.l rttX)
trlD] n),nn n)]])l l']] ,:,t2yi|
']DXr n)9 rx rx .r) nv)tnv ilDnD
,r1,y-'l n)n - ,'lN i-'lxl'''1,, :J-1,)1..1)

r) ntv J''t]n, x.lli-l ,tr11,)D
...ni|11,)D

\ps nsvn

s?ffi

D'L ID]' 'l''] ]tx)i-] tDpDw)

fiN tlrD5n ')9f tD,nDnt ,\,,y1
.n'll rln,v \v -ID',Ni-] ntDln
,it),9rn nyw) r)'t9f I IID))n

.?*8x&& *I' "t.trd

0'T! lo), ,l'r



X), (r ,1)p jDro E',n n''t1x) l1.ty ln)lt l -tDX)n nX tri-'l')rxl D,DtDil

NDtn xtn nl, trx] n)onn -Dln ']]l,y n'\vtD il)\D) l')]n nn'1, n'1,'

,''lDtDi-'l '''lrDf )''l))lnrr ''lD]D 
'''IDXD 1yt',l,] El',''lDl)l X'llr)D l)lt, )l-I)')

,)u, 'ltrx) )),f''t tr), D'],xt, x)pl ;rrppn l,'I,D)n) ''lyD ''lIl'i] 'l'll

)p,: rrpx: rrr)pl ryl nt i"l,i't ,T"@i-t r''tln lDll trl'l')'l lnlp tr'))DnD
tr'-.,p-In 'D19pgt ,-1-r,Di-t 11,nD \r9n1;. )>, X)t t,),tl -t)ND 't)DD

.l|),tn ']'IDl lrll,nD rlx ly'']9i-'l

)tDnna n,rN-r 'l-r'Tl trnlx n')t, 1yD lDyy l'f) l)'l l)'l-l ''ti''l''li-'l

N'i'] i-'t''tl.(''] nn)tn ,, xyDl lun ,'I]), l)o>) llll/r' x)1, 'l) trl) ),
.\vnt\usn l:.tt nlttx nx r:o)

i-'lJltx) Jll)D'Iln xyD rlp))i-l n'fl nl]']Pi-'1 'lIltr']ll .ntDD 1)1

:]']NlI i''ll'l ,i-'lt rD En')91 19ot )DDDI 'l: )y nnlp)

]lDX .ItnX X')D)Nl D-]i-] ''ly'1 l]pi-'l ''ly, ]tr)9)l D"]'xl, ntDDD

nt)tny)D nllpl, ':Dn:.n ,ntl nl trn)') 'nD -r], :nI) i-ll tr')tri-''l
nw}) t)'.np-D Et'l]v,] n nD ,nDv trnlx )! o'Dn ) l)')u) ,E)''l'i-'llD

']y,n )r, t)tD)p )t:.1 l:'n lI) 'l),),1 E)D)] p')n) nln ,nlrll nl'lp'

x) frDi-'l 1!,ntv r)t:.t) .ltDi-'t -tv,n )v uo\v )t:; xtn l)'nl y-ln

.'Tp,n) l>t pl:,) Ir'''ri'r ''tv,n ntp'''l't,

g,p) nD))) tr'ln trnD'Inx )>t g,llyn ,),Irf ]n nxyD tt nyyi-'l

,I]ft n),0)) r13 :ir1)1] nt'i-] nt)]1)n nPl)n .tr)Dnl lp)n nN

nxr JlDrD)] ,l'tDi"l 1y'n rv r''ID)ln ]r],lnx Elnrll tr;-'l mur']'ID

nlDlpDl tr'DwDlD 'nl i'l9P 'n:) )l.lt' t:'''li-'l ''ly'n )rp tnt'rnx otnn
.lptn ,):n ,vo)D,l'IDl)trp 'l)'l

tnDngn)t nD))n n'l) l]ui"l ''ly'n lr')D tr''TnN E'D',) n)nl

:D''li-'l ''l}'i''l ll ']D)'I'D .})''li-'l ']y'n l)rl]'D nX trt/., lr)'1, Xln lnDn'Irl]

mvt 1\],Nr, t)D))D 'I) x) lnnx )u) ),taD ?1x) l,vyD nD lxn

tr)Dnl rp)n rx xrDD,)x N)i.rl ,nw1lD,nlt nl,o)) ,nf) o))')
?,lx']) 'lP)n nN x)nn irx 1tN yl'IDl l)')'l DD))otD

:rpn rv,) r) nltD n)DD l)x .orrrDnDn:) nx pl) nl nwyD

orirp) il))l nD)onn ']l) rlN y']n ''lv'i-] T']9 D]TD .Ir']n tv'n '9))

ulM
r1.tn

<A{A
r,,1N:

-.----'*q}{544e



D;rrvDn 5:5 orurrr -

ta'\\onnn nx x'pnn)r rn:x)n nx nrpy) ,r:: t) x)

.tnp) ,untu nN l),1-r )xv,r tyrn ty,n t) ),tli1i1Dj

lJtD )D\pD trrnn rnt lx) ,) tn:;n) lt p Dln 1t,t :\VDtDr rn''rD;-'r

;-'r)1x) ,'tnt llDi-'t ry,n x)onn .n)DX) tn:x)n nx ntpp) ,Nra-l xtn
,i-'t'rl .-llf,yn n',\to 5v nl,ni"t lx) n)n ,v:,t7ir]l''lx n)n ,nD))n r,l

tilDD n5Yn\ l'Nlp )ll) n)tDn

,noDn n'll n)tD tD 1tt19, x) nt ,ntx ,t)pf -tn)) Dln ''ty' Jx
,y-ri"l ''ly'i-'l 1y1p ,,)x ..t1l,y n,)1, \v at,n lN ,n.1n ''l9D )p '11''tx

tx nTr ,']1'I ))N DD]p EX i"t'i"t) D))) ')xt, tr'np lt)n) ry:p ),vDD
,t:t ntu)rir ,)lx trx JX ,i-'rD')9 ol:: x)t ')']ll 1,vDD,;x n)'Dn
nDr)g D))) ,)X 1rD 1)) an 5ra tr,-.p-It tr'pDy 5Vs nln V ,lrl.tn

.,r)x)D nN ntrrD)

T ty tnh nn )) l,N ?t n)Dp )y r) )"t0, tD ?ltDn ''ty,i-'tl

nl5\ 11nv fpr)n t)vn rx l),1''l E,,o ,u,nttn)t t:,nrpt:)
nrDrn nN r)'ln vuttliltD) rn)tyt nx )ypr i1D')9 or\5onnt
.Nlp x)lrfln x:n)r lx)Dr nftlrrl i-'tD''tn oD])) )y r):,i:r oiilvyD

w'ft
i?il

r"iR:





;111r,1 5y u'x

'IDIID D1D

nlyn \y u;,x

r)3;11 grpr rflp )n),1 fnr-u lnrgpn lp,n ,r)'l'r )rD rn'TlyD
,ln-llu, rr,'Tri-'r'i-r nt)rnir: ntzyJ) i-'r-nDD n'i-'r r)'l-r .nr)llp nry-rx

),,-fn u'p) n1,DtD nx oo:)r iln) vl:rDn lDvD )y l:n tnlti' ,\ln
.''tnx) -rnN ):: nrrypn

,v9) mlroD nl n)rp) i'rn'nv, nDryD nt:n)n;r:t n-r''I) rrnppl
)XtU.r, ,Wp lyn\ n)D,Dnt ;1..trr,f, tr,plxDl A,>5nn t)'fl )n,:

.tD1ip)'r)-r'Tl lD,'rrnp nt)t:nnt wttlpD )rn.r) r),x) )n:l u,xrp:

nlr'IlD \> )yo]lx)l nDDt)nn tnD,nnt tr,1-t tr'rl-r'xf 'I-r)) lDt,

trx ,tr DtD)u) r)rlN lly''l nroy) tD11D nDlDD D)n) )orprD ln)D lx
npx urx'1) tDDttD 1vx) rn))pt 'D,f 1x 1,'In n,f 13112 pp1)y rpr3

l)rnl rnrx)n\ 5lnan,Np) tnrx 1tpDI1):: .n:ty E-lNlt,]''Tn'If
']l)Dni-] n)V nVfiPn i|D'tDD) r|lpr]r] E),n Py' t:tn)t vnn )w

.'']]l,-] rD)n n)tDo)

lDrn nllDpf

Flfit
.nrp)tyn r')lrn il,),npn nN n-rryDnl n'I'D'rn J'\)1n n)w
tpo ltp,) 1D) ,lDrn r-t,l xD)yl ltx) txy,tp El'-l9D n-t'rD nEpyf

B*S,

r\ffi'



nD9'Tn .r)x nr:rr: nr])l) tr''r))rDi-'r \v annn\m - i-'r)lpnr ''r;-'ilrn

.Il'n rf'n) rD 1DltD'rnxi-'l llDl DlD ,t)yD nD,rvn x) tr,']9Di-]

Ntn n))D trnl t-nf,n rN 1r9;1 1)) fi)'tDD - 't'']l-I rtn'DX nN i-l)),1,

..I'']]'I T]T'DX TN

E"DJrl tl,-.1D1i..l ;,fD Xy)r, -.tnx) 
,-I,y-lr1r iltr]..ilDX) i-'ll i-.1,i-.1

nDtv '''t,l N,;, 'r'''txD, n)D;n ,lD'nl tt,D,)9 ntpt)nDt ;19,'I.t )1,
l)))],y,n tx n)9D l.('ri-'r ]]l,trun rlrDn)n, n>o nx ltrl)) ngNp)N

'.]l'r, ilN'] Nt;-l trnll, ,\5>l n)lpn 'I]D,)t D:|D) tD!1Di] ']nrrn ']9D

El'.ilD'i-'l't nt']yn \2 5 ,xplnit ,''tl,l't, ']ntxD) t'n nt)rD] n'],9)
,)) u,''lf 'r))nn xtv T\y o,aal lD ur)tD) 'li-'r ,t',n nt)lrl tnt'rp9l,
tr)'xp t)x ,> tr,1'''u tro'''1,9 .rrx) rrrrD ),'I)nl (''rnrn rpp rtp,))
:J)'9)l ,tD11D) nnDS tr,)lDgl 'EryD' tri-'l ,'''li''l tnttn tlp,) fl1 tr,nl'I

,'ll i-'l)lPl pl'INi-'l )xttp' ''I' )1l 13n;1v nl|1lD1 l')'9n ,i-'l''lln '''19D"

fl,,D ;Erpptgn tlDNt, 1D) lD1tD''.tD N]il I1y., ']Dt) lt']Pt E')lD9
...,,r.,1-.llr,,).)D lln)t,

lrpr;t, :Eli1D 1DtDr, '1, tr,1l)l El')nD T1! r1rp1;1 ,1)) ,1 X) OXt

n,)i, '.tnN i-'l)y) x) .)xttp'l tr,-tlDD nl.tD xyD)t trt)) E))x t,irt-T'p1

EX ,EI')D)D En nD9 )')l :'r1I .'l'])lDn 'i-'r 
'l't-D) u,lpt 'lDN i-']r ']D'y

...';'lN)nl l]pNl 'ID) 1tt [)tt ])

?,i1y1 1l1',

''tr]'ft nN1, ''lr],l].I'I,n ,i']) tr,'T))nDn tr) ]D) t] n'IDyf E,'I'IyDi-]
trN "llrN llytlpn ';-1t;l 1,l ')i-l tN)l t,i-'l '''tl)1, tr,-1lrgi-'l nX I1l,

,DV1AV n'y)n) P'] ']nt) nD) .nt)nDn |l ;12;I)r i'Dn') npr)nDi'r
)g) - ,,EpDDln 8,..1,yy,, ..,lp,Dl ,l,i-.1V, 

,nNgD )r, t,11t)t,D1 DDIID
-ItD, f,l..tJn,, ODy1)\ tN.tp E),,), n,p1''tf .E'D,n ,-ll-I ,l;-1)l t1t1.1Di'l

t),'I)nt ,],ri-t ,ntpt rt.lln, lp't) trt l ivDntDn\)D 'rnN)t /,'n1ir
'IDytn nu)D, JN .,nlII '''t]-I' ,)'']Dt,i-'lt 

'r]'''lPt'i-''t 
''txtr,li-] n-IDynf r,ltlry

,D)) ,,8,D-I..,1-T,, :,1)i-.t pnyr X,nr )1nrV t,rD Xy,l, )]))if Ep grr113)

E,D'xnDn rt.Iri-'l ,p)n ):: tr')nD'It trtDtDD 1-1I;1) 11pil;;11p

*y1&
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VIU
n

;r:Y;r 51t u'x ?

l, (i-'r''rvPn - En)rl) E,']]''lli-'l'l

.nln Et,i't EyI)

tnng) 'n, i]r,)n rI nDn)D
X)n, (,)D,f'li-l )V1;pAI OXp,Xn )p
\w nn)rp) Npt)n nx ,))xD
]l x,r'1, ,tD']pil 'I,,n'l D9'lt,
']Pn ll]nNi-] i''rl .DXfD D lDnD
,'''ll'Tf )n) l)') ,tr,'I'Iyi-'l nx

'))D 'tlnl )l)l,14t ,D, :'tD't),D

E'']tDn lD ''ttDl ]X ln)lDN

'D tN ,Et'I,l tr,)ltpDi-'l tr,Dt'Iti-'l

]'l ]NyD'i'l nrl r]']]DD 1D'V)

.,,1) )y tD)D, - tr,'1ny tr,-I'li-'l)

nt't',nDl mwl?

n)vnD f)n) tr'Y']ln
nl'Inx E')1, ')Df') ')l rl,rl'],9)

oNly llN'rnnn \loruJir )u '1,1n ,or" i]D) nt)tyD 't: )yr ,l)) E'rti)
)) rp'l'l) lnD nnN .nlND']')

xli-''t ,lD,nl ,El'xlrr"i-r ipn) - ,t)i-'l .lDl, - r'rt9']yn n,D'IPNn n')v,
)tr)r ,r:r ,lDt9f D,D'tDirl ,'''li-'ltln \D,n tt'T))nnn nx -l-11)rp nl

.t2fiDn ''lnlln ''IDl)l
''tillli-'l '-p'I')'l ,)l),1) ,'11ll'nD'l') 'nl'11l'lp'l tr'))'lDD l'i-'ll, 1''''ll'I

nl'],9Di-] ''llr]) l.,)y trr),lD n']nD) 'Iln'l] ,1\Dtnn '']l-I) tu:IDn

nti-]])x ltDD \DD)'li-'] rl']'9Di-] 1til) D 1D1, 1D'110 -ID nllr]'Ipn
...ir)lpn ,-rDl) tr''nry ln)u

tri-.,t,)'l,t ,,r)n )v,: )nD),yDltl )yx:nrl -1, trn) tNyD,'rlDl t)x ):
tr,), r]ulll n7ll),tD lnx) lr,l'fD lnl)Nt/, r1N9p t't11p' tr) p9n)

?s?& tri-n i?'D!i-'r tr,D)n ru''rll ,rl')) tp)r) tr'.tl'In .l) trnftr,l ltl')D)ND

ffiYff .rl)r)n \ilpoDt D,)tw lD 'E,)))9' n)'Il
yo3*'t:3
i

I
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;1'1y;r 9y urx

l))t f, l)']r1 fi)DtD

lD,n nt'In' l-lpl l.t try| .t.ny ,,DtDt nlDn\n, noxp \rp :tco
.,i-'l''n nlEy ,'Iltlr, (]ltD) ,''tntli"l ''ID))) Ei-'l ') 'tfnDi-'l n,Di-'l Enft,
:pru) rN tr'.u'rn nx nnx) n,i-t lr') i-Dp ;-'ll,n,nt n-lt.tfn rf)n)i-'l
i-r''nnn ')tt) tt:tnl trvs ,R\vl'''t, I'Di-'l itlt,i'l ,trntx 'ltrp)t on,)y

.n):pnt

,D)n 1t3 lDltnl, pD) DNlrnt nt,)pn nt)tn,p ltX pry5 -tnt)D

n''l,nn ,u,x tr,)rr') o,tD\tD nxD .nrxp )ro yln> nN lx-lplr) E,)lrt.l,
:x-ilp )tp 1'D 1Do1r9 n-nni-l n>\onl i-t)]rrx'] tr,luj]'n ,n:)nnt
)y,): ').1 tr'lr)x lNy' ,) l),)''ll hv>t Drlg t)pl D:p: r)'trt't 't)pDrr,,

En,g t..trr'1 Et..t,D ')l tn'J,t Et"1 tr,D -.1pD tflyl tr'..lllr) nt..lp rtpn)

'''t9D )yl x,,0,| ,rJvJ'''l 'n)-Nn x)x) rllDn ''tntn ''l9D )y nrp r:r)
.,,)x'''tu,, ltytgr ):: t):irn:t lDD1Drnv o'):tirpn

:'ll i-'I9''lFl tr]r]'I'IlDrln tri-'l -Iy,) tr,)t,]l, ,D)n tr,']xnD J)]

EI'.D'TDi-] Entur)f Et'XDnn tr,ir)xi-'l t)D''tni-'lt wl:Dn lt''tx l)niD,
nl lIt)D D')i'lf )xlur, \> \y nlln l)) .t2tl7n ']ntln )D n']D

.,n)xir tr'xDni-'l u,lnn) ,i''t ')'t''tx ,to) o)t: t'rDt,, trrtDtpp) ontyrx)
:I1-t1Df1 nb)pt tr'g,p tr"]p,: XrytC) lr],) r|1;n tr-.tni-.I np))l
.EI'''19,)i-'l trt'l );) ln) ,gD Xyt,n ll))n trlrn ,9D trn g1'-.,11-.1X,,

ngnt2) ,i-'r E), .EnI,D xi-'ln n])Dxl .Ei-'lf tD)r, n)ln ,)N)D

trnl nyl'tl on) nt)o ,i''t i-tJX' x) .ltprrp:t ltnlt 'lntnlt ni:)r:t
.-Ityl llDl .,i'l''ltni-''t -t9Dl i-tfln:n n)xn ):

nwn) ny x)
r),1''r'T''rn),tr,)r,l'''l,,ltt )v trnxnD nDoltgw tr'r)p tr'-rnN tr'D,
nrn lr)f rx-rpr, r)))r, ,1, )y tttx) ]r,)n .ll-rnp ,D) t')tx yDtDDS

nnt (']ptl Jl E,,n n)'.ryf E,)rptt,f ttx) xyt,n ,Dt, ltn'Jr) ,;t.tn,
tr'D'I-l'In n> ,\\yn )]r - ,lnt,Dn t)19lD txD i.llr),, n.tntri-'l

.Nr)y11,

ulN
r?rit
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il.tY;l 5Y u'x :7

,D)n nN IDNI lrD,rrDi"l nN lDyD ), u,:l )pt nnnnnn) x):
X'-.lpnl E'-.pln ,-.lp'D ftN tri..t,)Dl ))t.t l.rt:u,r El,t..l'n Dt)))ft nfty tr..lX

.tr'l'''n ooro) tDpDtD nxnDn ln: nDr) nN

,'nr-rn, nDn tn) D) ryD ngtpn i-'lrrxf trDtl, i''lNnDn ln)
x,,) 'l'"lNr|n nN NvI)n
rl']n])n rln,] ,l,,lr'],] ',),,N

:"nY1D) ilNnD"

nx DNIP 'nnnn,)"
N1l)n ylwDn 

'D19
llD,n) y'1,Na 1,'lnDnt
,N rtuyty nts,win5 ystsl

)y ,)x'1tD, ,iyDD t1x

D,p,nDfl )X'lW, ry) D,nX
'DD',tN) '19D)1 'n n1n)
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\,yl ,n)vs nrpln t)1 ynlD)

Y'..IN 'D)n Er)l''ln ,"lf-I ),

t'))ynt t) rrpx nrp)n ,nDv) P,tn) 'rytp Y)i'1"1Dttu D'lr' ltrNl
tr,)'ryDi-'l Er')'r-Ii''l't tr,)l-rn ,r:n n)yp '9D 

''l1DX) :,oo:.n lf-l tr'lr-li-l
nDD ..lnt, E)1 t,y, n\yn\ tr,)t,)D T,,-.,IX 

-.1rtnt O,)t)n Vlp t911,

tr')l'1n N,D, npirtpD nlpn ')X)D ,)tD 1'D,)yX ll;) 1N) lln)U
yyr rpx[,l pnyr ''],,nl lxlND )xot lrn i-'1,,i-''r i-''rx''ltl i-'r-tlnl tr'DD]'l9Di"l

i-'rtD trD.r'r9Dr D'Il) -tf) 't)n .D )lNv2 :)')'l
''D)t tr,]yt)nn r\ygn Drr )D rl11'] El')trp

):u :,r ''tn"rnD Ntnp tDl, El'''lrlrl D'I!)

xrnr tr'li-]]N],l i]N)r,n n)r)ln ytp:) :'rypt
,l)t \> ,9D Dr1 -tD)) -tl)1 'T,.19' tr)nN l'l
DN..,l i-.,t,,i1)t i-'l,,yty tD"1i1D )rn'1nl l,11trl'''I,

tnlrDnf ED-n9Dn O|)D)D nl'] T,,']x )!
f''lpD ,l)i-'r)txu rp,xn nN pr;11;-',5 tlf) ''ltp'l''')

ilrnn) x)tp trln) ,DD DDDp n'tnlxt n-IDn

nirr)np nlltn) itl,Dt xDl) nt'n) x)t tl':
P'tnDn ):rpl tn;u:l n']]P, 1'n' N)l )Xrtp':
n-il']n ltDf nfln)n n)xn ): t: nv:rt tr':
-r,trn tpog '-tn ,)i-ll nt ): trD-il9D) ,'t)')

l)nx trn .llpxl nDn T','''lxf rrpx o'utrP)
tD)pt n-n-ll ntlD t)) tD',1") 1)rDl trl'i-'l E"n

lnx) o)t: Y-lxn 'P)x \>n P'oD x)r
D,)un'r"fN'r - )Nnfu n)prn )l') lnl,i-.ll ln tr,)l)D] tr,D'] tr,trDD lr)D tr,']goD

t,,) trtlr-])'l lp 'l'Df 'lxyDn lDlf 'ln Y',']xf

't)t y"'tx: o,)t:):nt ntpt)nnn ):) nrt;t lflDn Nlnl ll-l)ln 19pf
trnDl) ]l)rt rlt lN tr'T]l) 'tD ''l'lDxi-'l E']nn 'T"y x)'DN l))l .1D))

.'r tN,)x ntprr'])l n']y) nN )')N nDD)nl1nvnt2 xD)n, l'''l'), tl']l)l]
W'& i'"r'i-'r I,,)n tr-rni-'rl, '.rnxr )xrta n1\)D tr,)'IllDl tr tDlDtD i-'lDi-'t 'tn

iTtffi, ,-ln tlp''ti-'t nt):)r ttn),nir: ot)rpn X'fn lrD) t)Dtzi1 nl9-llrynl
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xyl,)t l,,l ytr,lx, E-tn)l tnrut nrtp) n'y1tDD tr''tn) ntn E-lni-'l n,tn
'.1.1DX El),-I,-1i-.1 |,,)i-.1 '.I'l D',DDi-.1 t)ftD'-I"i)l tt,nDl ,t,..tnX ..ti-.t..ti-tDnl

.X'']') l)Xurl InDl l)W,) )ntD' tl) yptU.rt tr']nn nutf g'l:): Onrp

p,g5 l,y:,n '''1,,N 1,,, ,,yg n)npl ut)p ry: -.t'nyDn

D"O 'n)tD ntPln ,,,lyi''l

nr-.tf ,)) ntD-1D

,r],']l ,)1, r]'T])N )u.r nltp, rnx) nlp tr')lDrp Jn91n nsv,n\wt
nD)r' ,n'1)Dl ;'-p 'D ttD n)tr;n n>w,)n, tr)rDD ;'lxy, ,p-.11, l,)l

.D1DD11l)n ,l''t1D ,-lyJ,n,-ll t))u nDV:7 g,pt''t)

nvyD,r]rlli-''l il'''llD,, :l'i] ,,r'1,']l ,))u \tD rl,l''tnylDn i-l,r]l-.lDD .l,f

ptt,n) n)x'il ']DlDn ,)-D, nt9,D ,nt,])D)Nlt y1D) n),'Dn fip1y
;,trlrDtD, Er-Ilnri-.,t l,l nllp 11,)))rrl tr,-.tUrpi-.1

nDo)nDn n'n)Nn nr)'yg )Ir nrt,rl r-r gr,;py) DjDtD,ln,) trt,)
nDn )n - nuD'tDr.'r)) i-]),)i-'t, nDv) nDDl:EDn nnt)url ']p,Df

E'TX nt'])l ,]ln'rn) n)yrot n]'Dl,'D)xl

),y) pptytp t9) ,,I,-t:t ,)l ft'It)X,, ntlDDf n)t..tnxn XpD,9n
nlDn ,'tri-'trs>ro5 tr,'Tli-'l,i-t l,l nltp nt))v1 tr,-1rpi-'l pttln) i-'l)x'I,
,)N-rt,n,"Drr,:;,:;I;r j,ilr,;H;:;#rl::::lr\rr;
nt))D r1N tgyt'lD,ln ptn']D) nt,otyn trn,),Dl ''ttrx )N.Ip' ,)l'T)
'I)))'r!,''rnnr l'''l,i-tli-''t ,)N'''lu.r, nrl\y ptD) tr,l,rri"t i-t'nt)lpx,t i-t''tlnn

.y)D) trDy xlr, ,D t)) tl-ltxn ,'I,)nt''ti-'l i-'l))Dn

l) nx ),yi']) ,r)-rf ))1,) t'][rrN x) rux nt']nx nr)'np )rt;:
np)D tD1\p):trn) i-'tp') lxr 5>la ,n lxr n),iri:n ,))tll on,).1-r

.Nlly trlN vlp n\,npl nlpy) tr) l) ,tr,)g ;rl,pf p)ror rart; -

D')i-.I ,1t),nn n-.llDf DWtn ),y) ..1)l -.,1,p, rlD1) ..1,1 ..trr1) nt i..l,n

,lti'1, l.tpD E,lpN .rn1 ..1X) ,1)) t)tDt i..t ,trr1-.1 ED .Tn, 
NDtr1pD

w*ffi

fYt,ry
,,1NXVI
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trnrx nN nn)wnl,u)N )xyD ''t'i-'lD trtt,nt ntpDll, rnx)t ,Nlly tr''tN

n)vrn,']fn l,l nDD,n) trr))])) rx]D'li-] n']lnD mD'Dn)w tr''Iln'

.r'']l ')l n1)nrv n)lrlnn

E,raNn \yx arnyn nN DDI) ltll,n "r'l'-l] t))',tD n)tDon np'v.l

rtr.l) trap,l try})f 'I)l] ,|llly tr']N n-Iy 'l'll, tr'\Dtonll tr''']'f)i-l

trDp ..pnnn)t On,)X p..tpn,l, )XtU.r, I1D 1Dy -.txta rtx tri-.I,-.tnN

.tr110)D -llrf)') trDyyD tryy) ,InN i-'ll,Dn)

rrl}",
P ?I

''tx r

.nrnr)D 'n \y )): r:y x) r:rn ,y,,'''lxl nsvs,\l1tt': ou u)tx
l)1-l -l'pl, trlrN'l1l 'l'li-l lt'l '-lln il'Ilri-'l ')'t)D) -ll'In lll'l) .llrN)

rr.l ytrp) i-.I-rrt) ..trrX nrr-rni-.t i-.tD,lDn -r))) lptn ):: u,:r 11y, ,),,Jt

,'lEn) lytn )lpl tr,1''D lnD'T I]X trD'], lN] ,T',']xf nlln'n lDlnf
'r''t,i-'lli-'ll ,nNr i-nln 'TlD, try], nx DPDp)l 'rD']D) 1'VDn llUJ ,UrX

i-''t,)i])Dt i-'t,1rx"''l 'l'N ''llrN N,n ''lnD n-I1)X rl'''',ll ')l n'llnl nl'i-]1,

vtan) vt,t ?nNl i-l-En )l, i-'lr-]DD nDl ,il'r1)'ll) rlN tr'']'i]lD
trD;1 nN D,Dn)1 tr,)ly,n rl'Ilp, T','"l1 '))lrl ''l''Ini-'l) trn tr')l)rlp
,,Jt;-.1,,, ,Xt4)l 1,Dtnn WlDtDDt ),:tn)t -5-t'T,n) rlNt ,,i-'l J.I'ID

)x t:)r ,1,n rll''rrn ,Nrtr,) ,t,) tfl \v totol y,.ln) 'Trll "-l)l)"l
.Y'-lx l)v'tx: t)x nl:P) rP') on)

i-'lx'li-'1 nltrn tt'T))ri-'ln rlNnDl nPlrln nh:lp \v n)l']li'l nNylrln

,))r i-r'Tnxn ll.r'TDl -l'r-t'Irn f)n ''l,tll t)x nt:p) )v wnvnus T)
nDDvn) l,pt)n) :'pnl n>v,\i-'t ,trN'''l nx n),nn DDvID n)'DI1t
nn grpi-t) tntx.: n)'nmut a),npt '1)))v)'T:) gr.lt ,)"y) '))'l'''l

tr) tD, 'I',lx''ti-'lt ],-rit rl,f ,']]n nD-ID O)ynn) t):' x) l>to')n

.n'''rf ))l nlt)x )-un l,l nt)D,i-r) Er)tt)D t)tD) J)l'l \n7n nytn

irl,nx rnxn) onirtvp )rt; nx ntlni-t t'ID'Dl ,pxr txrrp> x)x
rx nlyl oy ):p n,:tn)t I1D iltDD) )ryp) tp,)nn ,T,,.lxl vnn\w
n,,i-'r lr'npn y''txl Et,)l.tn pN''t )x n:rp')n '.tln l), ir)'nn .'Erll'llr)'

rlN fll)n )y t)yn rD''il9D I])xl .)'vt t,ND lPy' l''li-'l ]t'l) ltuxrn
1t',y) ltuxrtD \tDpD) ,i''l''tlnn -I'tD)l T"'tN ')"'Il ''t,,lf'l 1p9P, ''ltrx

.on,)D rnD'r rN )ni:n'rpxr) nntnl '''l'i'lf'1,

1
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:gr)pr11r) nn):(/,tD n])xn l)tn n)n

7'91n nDn 7't - n)u Etlx n"3

Dtra n)il< 10n n)nx nnnx

,7pt f1N 5y nttsxt n\),)) nlDt<

,yD D1'y, N)t y')n nM DDaD D''n9n 'DD i't1X)
,D n)ArD ,t/)N.jn 1DtD,t 11t)g .1t,2t 1tDptl t))n nlNn
ly|l ,1,,)n Darn ynyt f,,1N) D) lo't 'n1 XDt2tp) n\)
nr)rrll Tln r7, fu ,1,,y, Drnrnp r)ry).inD,t D1n nn TTn
yn n7, T)nDn 1)1 y)n nT)xn) NyD, ,rtx tp9p9 t"yt
lnnD) ),axtt D,rtzt'1, ltx) ),n1n nxD Da1l all nb

.nDN ''D1 DtOtP Dy'Ttn) Yyt 1,ND )Py'

lt') rrx'r) w51$1rD tr'u)Dl ),yt 't,ND lpt, l'tn )'vn 1) ry)
'1)n)r nDr)l n)'npn

n\) ')) tTDl< 1)) 1,P, 1lDPl7 )y,l) 5n aSnX ntyN,,

."nvnPn D,nT, n)DN)

nDlNn l']p tr,'ln)

'rDti-'t ,']]n ): rol:nn i-])'npn 'TD] trN']) tr'r))Dn xhp tr,
r))lp l) TDnf) 1;,y1)tDu tr,llni-1 il)1tD p)ntn i-'ll ,;lnt,D n9,DX)

lrp o,rn) rl,x)n )>> nwy51 1tDtD) t,)it n'Tf))i-'l n'Tt)xn t)'rD,l

;,nt\)D'tiT p']lr, nt']lt trrr)f i-'tDlNn

lr''t) n'r])Ni-'l ,-lln lN,ytn )npn raxr) E']))Di-] n):i: ou'rfl -rl
tr')tu E,)l']D yr'tNf 'T,,lN']n n\yn) n v)tD E'fn)D -.t9DD tf]
1D'y'tD) ,trn'I))Nf nx)D t'])'Dnl 'Tnx i9 tr 1lyDn ,)n ,lnlf
,-r' hr ,n'rl)xi''t r)''tDD nx t) 't,nfnh tnlr.r nx l).t) nn,i"l trn)t)

.'l,)Df nyln)n tn].I))nn nN ''l,Dn) t) utr.t)'l:
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Affit*>,>- i1-l!r;1 5y vzxw
tNr)Dl l]'])i''r npl) n|]

x-t|,, 'l-t l,tx-ti-'l n)yn\ )'yt l,ND lPy' ,f-l )'u.rxln \v nn>n
,),,p,ly) r,llDn

n)Vrn \V ,5\> 1,)lD ,,tD IDl, -l)l ''t'P, -lD 'Il))n ll'TNn

nn,nr) rnn)vn )y ,l)r,ltn n-llDf rl)''ll .,)l )p n)tr.ln
,n'T'I'fx 'r1rf l'I1l) ,) N)N l1''llrr, trlrl nll Y',.lxl ll)lr)
u,nttn) 1ilDv -n'r rNti-'r n>ro)l tr,,)tN p9p9D "t, ''T.tnl
E'D)n ',D :t',n)t'I')N tr']l .i'],),n ']t2x ']DlN] ,i-'ll/l'TPi'l

E''I']nl n']1i-'lp 'i-'l nx''1,fl n''llnl E,DD']'lrD Et)f'] E)] tr'Drt2

trtp nf I'x ,) nlt)Nn n']nD )y n)ru: Elt'I'DD'i-'l ']f'T h)
):: g':rpt,it ,,ln6 )p l.ln) p.t N,n i-ln.tpDl )tOg \nu)
trlyD l,Dn)t I'Du.r,p.:xn 'I, n\nD g,):tp trnu trlPD

nlDl P,ly :) lt:: 'l)ll nr)D E'I'l, trlpD 'ID nl']fl trrr)l
.tr1)l, nl i-'l'i-'l'l i-'lnl)''llr'l

'''lrxD lPD, ,rlyi-l

xrll)n ngy DnilD) ']trx tr,'I']nt tr'x.], tr D)nD ln) xf D lD)
nlt ''tf-Il tr,p9DDDn r,.rfn l)r u)D x'vtn) )')n Y-lxl turx l'lxtn)

l'n:D n',t>) ntnn) oortopn ,P'f'lni''l ,p,,)lDtl.ln'Ill)) 
'lnDl)

.N',Dr l)n P'Pl'I'lN )'trn' nlll)

l))nn rrl)1, n)t'l;n rt'I))ri''ln r:r )y DyDv )tr.l rpv:
f'"rl i)l n'n)x) n>v) lo,\ o:')x txtll trl '''t'p' '''l''I)

.n'D)lDn

nl n,"ll ,D n)v, nyyp 119!)tD l1:n)t tllrn) uln l:)t
tr,-I''tnnl tr,x''l,nD trn i-'1,-lln ll''11 i-'l)r, tr'rlt,l a'vt\v>
]:ttc xt)n: mn':y nlDttltl n'It)N x,n tl n'Il)xn\ ,n9!)tt)
nD) nnx )pt .ot)rpt pn ,]l-I))rn\ a:lDn trlr, I'xl ,n 'Dt
tr,N-t' Et,)l-t i-'p''ti't tr)tr'l ,lny ,V tDWn AW I'Xltrl i-'lD)1

'T,tv x) ].I]l) tr) l:)t tt irrt;x) tr'']ln tri'lt, tr'l']n]
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E''nn' \y> n,nlOr:. )V tr'tfnn )y p'f,r nt) r;lnn)
ptn't rt) lDnDn tr''l -ll'r urp or)rpr Dn tuD x)rp n,:rr.:

.trnlEDl trnt'] nx

:lDX tr')Dl E'D' n))'-]Nl) l)D ):: tntx tr')-lfD t))nt

:''lt)lDi-'l :])Dil :Ntl,,)i-'l

E',n -.]r-.li-.lD) xry, 11rp1lD ,)1..1 urN..tD Ir,)i.] lDl) ..tnx ln)D
pglDn t:)t .,ttpn N''')lD ''t,n ltn5 ln>n x,p,)1p ,J),,9,N 't)x'1N,)'l

rlflDl) i"l) ''ltrN

lnDlrl llDI 'l
1y) tDDn y lD) n'] lt''1,N,,lr''l ) X..t ll, ..1, 

i..l D) y,, D ), i11t -Tll))

!tr.t ')t-IN 1;1)19.1 11 r2

''])Nn 
tr'D,l ,,xp xpl,]p ,n9 nn,n :,l(2x ntt)i] n9,DXi-'tl

DDDTD ntptn''ti-'t't rllf]']pn tr,']Dn n) ,Nll nr"l] ,)l ,ry)D
t,tDn \DD,rxtn i-]'It)xD n)DN) xt n,v) n]'] ']lrN nyfiv)
t,,n trr']vrrf 'Turtn )l'E) n'i-], x) llrDh .l,txD i-.I-.tlt nptn-.]

'))n tr,)u, )nD tltD '))N ') ,nDX ''1ll OUtp t,)x 'I,)it) ,))t"l

,, ,,]lN''] '']nN ,nNti-'l i-'l'T1)xi-'l \v mn>l 1D,nn5 1))nD
l'lDDl g,p,lnDt nN..ltnn rglrp gr)11) E,)f..I trDrtD,l),tg'1..t
',) ly, ,i1DtD tr,))l)') n)yf tr,r9lnDD t,n ,trn)tDxt trn'I
n))) x,nt ,'rxD 'Ty ry']D)] n))tD nxtn n'Tt)xn r']pD
n)l'I) trDt9)t ,,i1 D1l :nDtD) ,tr tu17;r t),n)f,x ,).t'Il
E[.' ED]])t itr.,llpi-'l t)'I]''ltn ptn) ,tn)N i-'lx''l')t x-].)fn
.nNln nl))xi-'l ,)']'T nlyp tr)n n);"1 ,tri-'1,'''t]lD nty''txf )xlrp,
ngnDn) ,t:): o,n)-N u:)-t 1wx 5) n,)x tr,''ti-'n) l, )rl
nt )) - il,)x tr,9DN) 'IDn 'r/r)xl x,n n)-ll ') i-tn)n)l
5yn lon) D1 ,DtNtD x)) ,nu.rll)t ,lll)) l,)n) 't''lDX
lDirt2l n\DD pt9D, n,,D) r)t'INt E,n|v r]tt) l,l nlt)x

.tr-rn l)']!) 11rplD n']nD)'TxD x)t,'

D,D l)N..lX'),) iltDD ',1 El,,n ..l,Dyi_.1 i:ttit
Hril
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0tltr
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.r,n 
f'''r;-'r n)yn 5yx nn)vn tn)v y)i1 oDn)Dn ): ,:nx

.p')n i-'r'Il)xi-'r ntrtx )y r'91 i-'lD nDr) y,ln xrtD

xvrol x)v,r r)yx rr:nrv DDD n)wn n):i:n: nl''l nnDpll
lon)v )urp xtn 'xl'nl Pn n'ri-'l 1il nD -tf'r t,)n n'n)Nllf

.NY]''I TDN'I

g,)tl) tr))f.r nrTllrn,DD ''lrDxi-'t): ,tnx tr,'If)) tr'nx l)ll
tDrW,D\>V DOO r\l\,SA i-'tx''t'll n'1;l tr,DD''19Dn tr,)1g1
,t).,ltD' ,;-.1 -It), n,-lnx -tn..ln, x) otn: J)tl ,ntp, xr:p t)

.t),r'l''lt; ''lxD) l),;ly 1rp n,rn)

nbvl tr,Dnrni-'r

Y'..txf lr)n |,..11 r)f n-Il)x

o,D)oDn 1fi)
x) ),yt :r.lr)v n,i'DNn rn'TDyl ,nt)n) n)rp i-tn,n nDNn 'lx
r)x nr:p) srpn) r;:nn) TvDn n'lltDn tu'rp nt-lt) nr'lnvn
trl ,trn'9) ,rr],-E ,)l,D lxy'rl.l tr,ll'lJi-I tr'gylnDi-] trrDlD']9i-'l .yr']Nl
- on'lt.tx) rn'r))nn nx -l'Dnl ,'r,lN-li-"t n)yn )v rarp lyp) ro::l

.r'tx,yDl ll,nx ))r rna )> nt) n,n x)
,D)nD nD) )Dpl l-rlxnn ,n-nnn nDl ,t),)t npxi-'l nxlil 'lyp)

nt5u.,.)nan inlrD nu,l l'r''1, 'rDD.l,9l y,-tNl n-lln .rx ryt ,r:n :)n
nD) Dryil lxr ,),yt l,,lN-r;-'r \v nyrnsn rnyl trlo-r9 'ty) ,tr,)',)rn
'I,'I, rlD'|, ,l''t trr)tx)i-'l nrl n,)uttrf, Et,''t'Ti"l yr']N ,)l.t )to o'on>n

l-l),u nxr n)a,r'r'''r:r ,)l n'rfn 'r))) n)tr;n trnlll nx tr,t 'lDu
f)O:ltt tr',,n IDp 'l.t ltx)n ,E)rDl1, 'I,fX-t 5V nn>n nX D':t)
-lvrN nlfn \>,:srto\lt r n.Dn 1D) ntulpn rnyl nx opl,pp ),yt
Er''EnD nt,n) orx otu) rtox \nr1) ',,y i-'I,''rnDr n,l-t npn) N)

.ntrnD pn'], trr9) ']D]L E,n,DDn :,]lr')t2 ntn lDtf p']9ll

.)'yt 't::r )rp rnprt ,R)n)D nou l)n)
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nDN '']DN Dt2tp

rfnN trl)pnl nDxnr

;:n lt,l:)t OI2US) tr'l1Di-'t1 El,-lpr'n )Xtf.r, ,)l l),nN nyl 1.yn;.

)y .o,rlnn )xru, ,)rN)'r r)l.r ,rD .rtDNf tr,"lDN)n E'-El;-'l l')n)
.l)rl'TDI illrlnn n'']l ')J rl1)n 1t1y

'I,lx-l 'r,i'nD ?p]r) trln)f r''rDX rnur)t,lrp tr'l)nn y'n'Tf (N

.),tt X,D,)tp ''1Dn X-1,'t,i-t'tD, ),n.tn

I'Xl l)']DDy) 'rND] t),rrt) nlxl lltx yDtD, n,']l ,)l n']fn nlllx,,
tr,t)rlrNn ')f.t n)r'Il l),nD'Tl .n,xpn ;t.tfn N,i-lr, 'l't': tll) D,l'l
tnrtn)t ,n -.ll-r) rrnn ,)xlV.r' tax ))1 .nXDp) N'nt i-.I-.tnD)l ',y-

.ut')\) n)x: ntr:nD tDvy 1wD,

D-,, Ei.'ltft( -.l,ryn )tOt rttn X-.tly -.1'Dy;-.1 r1);1 7l ID]' ..l,Dyi-.I

.)'nn ''rDX) tr,)l'r)n lD'rnN) )n)D) o
,)l r']lnl D))') ]''t''llDrl) Et,l'] pnnD) DyDtD lvrx ']l'ID i-'ll IllN,,

l,lxt l.t Nrp,)p -I)g)),y tr',n rlD,l' ,..1 )t-I)n l-.ti-.I ,-.Dl t)X r1'-.ll

nl'1ln;l nl'I1,\ )11 )Xrp: fUlX .l"t1l/l'1, pnr.,y) tr,t))lpxi-'l IID)
t)wn x'n r]xt] .Ny]',)] t]'']l ')f1 n'n J-l-lln lt)) nli't 'lD|l tr,NyD)n

tr'IN trlUJ) ''l'lDN Y'nll "'D n'-lnD1 n'l.l )) l'rPn) X) '1trx i-'l''lfn ))
Pn']' 1lr9) ''lDll, tr'rl'DDn lfln)v, nli''l 'lDll p]9l] trrl']lnD lll'n)
p']9l] .n,.n nD)n i-'r)n' 1,9 l'r]l) ,)9) l)N nl.Irrl ])Nl l)) trnD

5>n Dnan t tDy, 1\DtD) tr'Dt, x'''r' )> Vn\ p'Ivn l,'I n,ft tr,)tr-l'r)
.5'>y lo'Dusn lD )19) t''r)tatl tnD)'tll nt''lfnn

,),tt frn: trD.rrDlr )xru.r, ''ryrx ''rDDf o

('lrDDN.I9) tr,rr9n;'r tr,)rfn 1rr )u n'rpl) r'r'.t] ,)l i''r-t]n;'r'

tyt x) trntv nDt2rn ft']] ') ]r, .r,']] ,)l Et))Nu, i']lnN nl']]n]
u) u)lx .t,-lt ,)t) t'Tnt,D nlln tlrl.l l))t En''Dnl E''IIN, D,))n)
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ln'l)'li-'l l:)t .o'ptr n,]l ,)l lrl) tr,|))rrN n'''ll ,)l l,f t),lln on
Jl ,-tf j..l''lln x,i'l tr))) rrx.il .trDyt \ nm trn) 'rD,) N,Dl-] ,ltx,

.\Dy n 1),)f n-un 'T-ly nN l'T,''lrnr .trn-Ex

,lrDn N']), .],''lnlD) 1,,llD't,pDt un)nDl \nn1) ),i'l.tn y"D F
,)l n.tfnl p::,) rtOXrr,r trrf..lf 1t,-.1)n1 tD,)Di-.1 -.p) trlr1tf X,p,)r,
n\DVn,)rD.'])DN) Ei-'lDy tD,)Dn pyr ],,1N ')1..1 'D)n ): U.) .n,t:
nD)on rDtnr ltn) tr)t) 'rn,l .t,n n"llfli-'lt rl'ri-] rlD,']i't) nt)rr.t
tv)-rn) r,-.lf ,)f n-'tfnf i-.ID,))n ..IDx) qprn )::t piln ))l n..ilDn

: fl,)D i-'ll'''l) i''l i-'l

x,fn) t))n) .'l-n 'D,Dn ll nnp) xpng 1Do19l,)i-'l n''tfni-'t i-'l)i''l')

tr"'))l .']np En) P1 Ei-]'']f'T ):p ntxrn) .nnxn n),nl ']])t En,']f'I
.tnnnt tnlltn nt'nD, )I)

(N i-lx''1, ],']l'Il 'l)DnDnt l,y, ''t,xD ,n1-D ),i|1tD )n)D,tp'nDn (x

'E.n']lnD 
xlnl, l,,n E'']D]NI, ]D) EX] (l .'Ty '9D 1D) P'] N]i"l

-.p-rl -r'n' X1;.Ir, -1t l O ...1f-rf D)t) xtnl, ,)9D ,\)l2n x) lnt.rD

.ntpn) tr,1..,t ,..tnxl .r*,ryr J1X ,)l-.,I l,n!2]..1, -.trtn -T))

,)f ,'))') 
'D)n 

''txtn trn) t)n)t nDyf trt-ltn )p)xD )IDD tp,nDn (l
trnDtD lDt ynt2,)tNt .']f'Il E,D)]) ir)x ):p ]ltD .EttDr, ''1,))i'l

VrtD nDX '1r)D tDD DyDtDtD try..t1 ,)f) tri-.t'..,1f.I 1yr;r 1)pr r.12

l]Dt .n'tl ,)l n]]nf DDrt t<ttD ntDln] tr"]'I)l ntD)on ov)

x) -r,ntD nDx)tD ^I)Dl .l,,y, 'I,lN-t :,nlD) x) )n)Dnv t''tDXl,

.i-'lDlxD )li)

E)n DnD t)x..,1x,),1 E,rn ..,1,..1nD trI]fnD -InxD )n)D ,tp,nDi-.I o
t):p, x5 t,'1f'Itr, 'X'r'pt tr')f.ti-'l lr1''t ''tXt1-1 t) t)n)r Npir')pf 'trxl

.']f'Il y)DtD,)DD
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t9,D]i-.I 1,'f) tDltDD -I,,fX-.] -.],,DJ' -.I,,i-.l,tD trtDD Or1)1 t-tDX rltDl (-I

'[r1], x) -I'N 'rND tr'it,Dr] t)n)xt .try9n) tplp nt.D-rl tr'])]
tr'rDDi-t 'l]urx''tn xti'l 1,,'''t) ''],i-''nD x\n t5>5 Dt'T'i'l J'lx n)w'
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;-'rl.r)nn nx nD)Dnn tDnn li-tPDl tr,1-ll n,)Ir t'l:Dt .rtox)
,nr)v)

l) nno\ vvDnvD'I,xl t')i'r n-llnn ')''ll nvP o:) tl,).t i-l)t't (n
,n\on) tr,-rnt)n .'i-r nx E,x''l,i-'l t),nx t''l')t ')t D) .tr'D'Dnn

a\m grpntnDl ,nr.uDx nt):xnt ,n)tD r.Duft ,.|,)rrll
rDDtD't x) tun) .n'lpt) '''tptDl n-lnn ,fntx ,ntl'I rl))t ,n'D-lnl

.tr-rnn )v r:tv: nD)Dnn )v r:tvn 1>v .nn>ona

,1DW tr'Vr)N trtI ',i-'t tr], tr'D)Un l)y]x ')l ):u.r n,ntp: t:nlx ('l

tr,)rrN-rn r)r''nn ,D)nr r),rl]X ,)-t'If u,:)tnn .nttDt n'"rlrl

lv^r, tr,flpi-'r tr'urrDnr .nr''no ntr:n) l''tfnn, x)r,r .u,ltrnxt
nryDr i-'r-nn u) lnlt ,),D ''ri-'r ), 'n n)nv tD) .'lDlrt trrlx
lrD nluy) ,'rnN i-]'T])x) n,n: t:)t:t .o)tyn ): ,:'D) ,lD]9f

.m5vl nli-'rN ll-rf r)'t'ID -trpxnt n,)yn n)ll -lltpDlt nDxl
.t:nx ot)r.rnr nDNnl

.f']Xn nN nnu-l'l ilnn lyp) l,,'I.ln P1v P1v n)U 1;lx En)D N"

Y'f,)' T'..tNl n-]tn ..llN'Irl

nDf i-.1 ,i-tfty tr''lx ,n>n 5v trnt-l l'p1 trn"urtn) rtt'rli-'l :"ll'I rllD
ty)tX nrt.lXi..,t 

,,)'y) .lDtg5 nXy, X) ,tr-.,l,t l ,,nt,) r))n nnt)V.r nnpn5
oy)Dro lnx) o,lp nv:) turrt.t op)n,n,D)t wDnS v.r'N ulx:tp)
r'1rrn ,)DD t2vnt.nnl-rn i-1ryi'1 nlty E'lx ,'I1i,)l ,Etl-tl rlun)

,'1'T)l Tt'19,t )X-trp, ,l\, \V '1tnDn tr)t)'nl jD)9'ttD U1''lt nlnl.l
.i-'r'lr)n trrlrnl ))yt nrp - nlvDi-'lt n.nln n1'Du)
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n)r)t2n t9)) nnn

)xrp, trl) r'rN iDtDD)>n tnv) nyr) xtn nl'Ii-t'i-t nlltp'D 'InN

xrn l,rnD t)r)tDi t9)) nnr onn) nyt-t .tvJX ))t ,tr,'''ll t: tppp, ):)
''],;-'lyD 'I,)nnn lPlD)tD ],l)] I.ll) n']]D) rl']) 'lDyl, \y \lp\

..n''tvrp ): x)) unrp')vr: n)rvDll ),,''tn

t,)y ntpi:n) n,ttyD ,tt,)) lDlrtDt )y,) trn')911, 'l'-Ti-'l n'f ,-lln
Er'1Drx - i-1ln lDll .r,r);i"r) Nlr, ''t),, ,)"lnl 1)ltDt2 '9) ,J)nDn ,'lN

,Et,,]l'I nln lDll )xrrp'p 1l'I'l' i-lnx r1 rlrrl;;1) n1ll, ,1-1'111 ;1p ,t)
,N-T, '),X't ')N y-T1' :'''lD1N trN tOn,)D tr,Nl '1,'''ltp,1 tr,r't1pD1 tr'tlnp
tntx l,):i:p - (,uu)1- -I:) n:txt ln, 'D1 ln'tyl 11nnan;. 'lx'''r 

,)'N1 -)

.'nl']lDn n:'yD ni7Dl nr)P rnBD nvDD lrllN Ipr11p' '','
n,l ,J,l E,l'pp,llx tr')) nx) n)lirrN']l] lrN']f 'ID]) nt 'T)np

r,nr)ry'r1 r'rl)n) trN trplDn \v tDsD )y ntnn) )zppr r12 ]t1;1

n)l'l lr'11)] p'Il) ,']Pn) l)X 'ID)rlDnrp rnX) .tX) OX tri-'l tr"nDx

EJ-llnNt, (D, ,' p'], tr'']f'I) n-ilnl t)'tDy) ,t)Dwt,9), r]nn D)),n)

i-'l)].I)], n] l,)Dl J,']xnu lpP 'lD'D - E,'I,Dn -l9Df l,Dl) .,,''l)i-l nx
'')) ')tD, )vn .\xrro, )ur ln:nxD .rnt' trlpDi"r ,)9) i-'ll,lnt lnlnx
l\nno rnrx )rr.l ,D ,lti.rlx -I)pn rnxnrT)pn rx li-r1x 'InN tr-IN
''tDX)rI, ,''l)i-l nN li-'t]N i'l"lPi-ll ,i-],,lPi-'l tr,fi-'l'lN )xttrr, xyD) ,llnlx
]nN) r)')D nryD l> \y .n)nvt un) t) nn) .rl) lnlNl (n, ow otD)

-r9Dfl .''t)i-'l rN Erli-]xl 1n) l)t9) ,trrllN lnlN 1)nnw )D nx
:N [r]']-T - ]'tlrN'] D)n ,5'yr Y)l,l'N lr:tnr ':r llx;;r) ul'I nl''lD'

') ,E,p,'ryi-l tltpt 55Onn\ t:) )X E)'V)t ,E)D,1yn )f: n)1))n
,tr)lyl E"nl i-'lflDl i-'l)''ll ,tr)llrl tr'P''Iyp lDl ))l ,E"n l)x trnflDl
1tDil) trr)N lri-]x) l\\ E'rr,'t ,Plv ,''t) rf]p \y \\gnn5 'Iln,l]

n gvn n,))nl t)Np nti-'l lD'J v")D1,''t)i-'l nx trtlnNt n',r, g,p)l
n\>nl tr,].ltr''rl ,,)t'n nl'''r llD l)l rxrpr x) DDD) ,rpD) 'It, tr'nlpl

l)ttD t)'fx tri-l']]x nwDD vDD m ,'']i-t ,nDXi-] '],)n xli-l] ,r]lDDl']n

t)')D lt,n x)n ,r;rrD: Xtn rlxt ,p1y nltDD ''t,Nnt lturn tr)tD'Illtl ,i-'l

,) ,tr.ilrt 'i't f i-'ltN ,'])n llnx) nl']Dnl ,t))t rD'Dl DtDtl lli-]x)
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l:)t .tn:nx rl,D i'r| x)n ,: ,tn.nnt trtpDn rfnNl ,t)n r;) tnlnx
yn rrrp) rrrn, ):)t ,rrf lDf rtxn ))pnn) t:)) tr rts\ rts, ttxD
x)x uhvn \>t \xta, r); x) t.) nt)tll trnxt nt),tn 1)) nDnD

.1, n'r/JN-'t]l l'n)l) ,E'-r)i'"r pD)) on'r:x nt).t n,i-'l 'l)'t ,g'r)n op))
p,)y n:tn l:)t ,o,l:) nrp nr:x) nlDv nD \>, ,tt , -lvrx lr9)n tn

.(,,''li-'lp :) oir) 'n 'ln,l, E-ttlt f n)pn: nt:rn)

vlt?n Y'rxf p]

mi?

nr''t')i"l ,rrDD 'n-rrn \ln nlyrxf tl:n7n nt),ni:: nxt nnty)
'ryD n,),y.r n:tt> ): nn,n x) rDX'r x:')xrp: anw\ ttpyl x) rtpx

trt IDDD ):r ,nttypnr lr-nnn )ty nx trDvy \v 5lp5 )'I) Et'-I")rtDn

.tr,Dyi-'1 l': nt))t:ni-''t't 1r11u,,) mon5 )x ,lp) yy: lyn) 'TN 'tlrr)

It n)Pnl lN''ll ,i-'l''llD) n):p tlp'nl IDP ''ll-Ii-l 'D)n 1)) l)'nlnp)
l': nt))t:nnn nx y:tn) t) tD,tD El'lu.,D ,r'll'llrnn nl)Pn;-] rnN)

.'rlr''rr''rpll tnrrt'rpf )xrrp, ou )p :nlrl,o\t,tr,D)rn

lrnnp hxu ,:'t ),nri) ')txtp '''n'I' '''rrDf '''r,))D i-'ll],)yl tr,'tt'I
nty-l'9 ]l-tnn Du, tr)pD ,i-'t)'D))''txfp D,-t,N Dl)xD ,D>nD )',Jr

E,-t) lxlf, x)r.r n:trpn n)pr tr)tn) ilDD) JD,n ),yt l''r;-'n ..n,)n

tt,;n n:X)n \>: :\)l tr,-I,,)nDi"t )rp Oir,:: nX t)tD, X)t ,n )ni::
.'l'-ri-r rl,ll ']llit rN llPn' trplp t,],l?n YlNf pl n'nn

lrnnp -r'I 'l''r ]tx.ln )tp l'pD9l ntD,9lD i-'l| '1,)rl nloDt) nt)Pn
']r']r] ,l) n)Pn ilnt TwDDl, (t'p'lD,D ,',T']N 'l)),, 

''lrDf xllD) )'y)
i''l)pnt ,i-'t)pni'l n):i: rnx ,n),D))-txl Elllx 1.1")u, tr'''l)i-'l n\n \y
orx nr),npf tr)r ,n)t)n ntv-lxt tD1l7n nt),ni: ):) n:nrnn tt

n:rr ,l),n )rr nrn tnys5 r) nfrlpn ilpn trDyt) )! t):'i: ,n:tv
rD'p'ri-'tl ,)N'rrr., ,)rtl )> )yx ):i:nn D'1 DoDv ltnnD 'I,,''t)i-'l

rtD)Dnn tr,xf'lD ]]r/.l ,i-'t)rD))''tNl ,,rl) lltDvn r,:v) lnl,D D,D'Tnl

),,]l 1,p1p9n Dn)9 'f-l ,),]l D,))!f ]:lXf '),)yt 'l'''t tr')'tx)i-'ln}lDV
tpo)trD11 ,ly lo'1, 'l'''l 

-I,fN)i-'l tr) rl''rDyn En) ,)"yl l''']))t' -I't-I 'l''l]
,),yt ir)xto nD9 'ly 'l''r 1tx)n )u u,l rt,l )D,D lD,)Dn J> n> .\'yt
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N'))n ,l'] :tr,)'tN)i't tr,)f']i-'l Et,l']gDi-'l rlID) yrllnl ,E,)ut't,5v nlt
l)'rD tr)l ,),yr5:'9:r,''t''tn ll''t;-'lN 'f-ll ),,y) )111p grrJ'1 rJ''t ,),yt )x,t:l
nx ptn) tDrtD lDrD lDDon trtaN''D ),,y1 l),1''lt nlty tr-lx ,D)n l)l''ll
tr,tr) ]Nrr) ']rrN )), ):n ntyrx) ,b o'r.r ):i:) x)rp n:pnn

'''rn ,i-'rx)nl ElnD nt )y r:tyn ):t ,Eit':l nx )tn)t 1,1) Ig lt-l,lDf
.nrD1n ly )n9'T.t)'t )xtp' nlyD trtx ur'''l9)l .tl) r.np xti'l

:tNt)Dl nDt)n n)n

E')r4''t'f l)n nfty E']x p,p \)1 nD)oi1

N'!r, i"t)rt ))']Nt :|t2t< talpn nt)ilp ')f l)rnx n\yn)
nN 1Da pn5 ntyn ,yr'i n),Dil'iN n),iD r)ns rx DD ln
nx Etw't,,s) x)alT tlTt ),n ntx )x'tw, nngaD n'inD
n7n) o5l o on) o,tt5,n Dn,D nx 5n5 N)tat n,usn
D\,,)nDn nrltun 5sw r)n)tD ,Dnn)l b, tr,'D)
os>n) x) ,nstsn ntxn nwin) aDcS x5x os,x il,D)1N)
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immortalizes their father's name: The Bet Midrash L'Torah

u'Tefila Kehilat Bnei Torah Mishkan Mordechai, where prayers

are held regularly and Torah is studied diligently' May his

memory be blessed.
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this was the place where he could grow in Torah and yirat
shomayim in quantity and quality more than any other place. Upon
hearing this, the rosh yeshiva agreed to let him join the yeshiva
ranks as one of the rabbis of the kollel. He remained there until his
passing.

The Holy Grandfather
During his short life on earth, Rav Mordechai totally devoted

himself to Torah study. He was meticulous in his misva
observance, and would not deviate from the slightest detail of
halacha. He was also known for his astounding shmirat einayim
(guarding his eyes); whenever he had to leave his house, he would
pull the front of his hat down to avoid seeing any improper sight.

Ten years before his passing, he began to arrange and edit his
writings which were published in "Yismach Ezra", which he
dedicated to the memory of his grandfather, Rav Ezra Hamway.

After his passing, a remarkable book of heshbon hanefesh was
found in his drawer in which he had made daily entries. In it, he
sharply critiqued his actions and behavior throughout the day, and
assessed how meticulously he had kept halacha. He noted special
stringencies he had taken upon himself.

On the night he passed away (20 Iyar 5758), a few seconds
before he was taken to the operating theater in Hadassah hospital,
he suddenly remembered that he hadn't yet prayed Arvit or
fulfilled the misva of Sefirat Ha'Omer.

He immediately girded himself with to pray Arvit, and then
counted Sefirat Ha'Omer with devotion and mesirut nefesh. The
medical staff and his family surrounding his bed were awe-struck.
May his soul be bound up in eternal life.

Rav Mordechai merited that his sons established a great Bet
Midrash for Torah and prayer in the city of Beitar Ilit, which
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Rav Mordechai (Marvin) HamwaY

Sunset

diligently and enthusiastically. Most of his Torah he learned from

the tzadik Rav Rafael Eisenberg, who loved him like a son. Rav

Rafael disseminated Torah in the U.S. to all levels of the public.

When Rav Mordechai met up again with Rav Rafael in Jerusalem,

they renewed their ties and Rav Mordechai studied with him until
Rav Eisenberg passed away.

Rav Mordechai was among the first

Syrian Jews to courageously leave the

American diaspora to settle in the Holy
Land. Many others followed in his
footsteps. He settled in Jerusalem and

studied in the Porat Yosef Yeshiva

where he gained his dereh limud
(approach to learning) from the rosh

yeshiva, Rav Ezra Attiah. After
marrying his wife, Naomi, he totallY

immersed himself in his Talmudic

studies in the kollel affiliated with

Yeshivat Kol Yaakov until his passing.

Rav Yehuda Ades shlita, the rosh

yeshiva of Kol Yaakov Yeshiva,

revealed a small Part of Rav

Mordechai's greatness from how he

chose his fixed place for Torah study.

Rav Ades related during his levaya that when Rav Mordechai

approached him to study in his kollel, at first he didn't want to

agree because Rav Mordechai's advanced age didn't fit the

character of the kollel which was comprised primarily of young

avreichim.

But Rav Mordechai insisted on studying in Kol Yaakov's

kollel. When he was questioned why he wanted to study

particularly there, he replied that he had just returned from touring

several batei midrash in Jerusalem and reached the conclusion that
wr!*
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passing. Jack passed away on 1 Kislev 5735 (November 15, l9l4).

Frieda, the wife of Albert, likewise stood at the right of her
husband day and night, devotedly caring for him. May Hashem
reward her abundantly and may she merit good health and nahat
from all her daughters Shelly, Judy, Gail and Joan, and their
husbands and grandchildren, who are upstanding community
members.

Ezra Rejoiced

In 5750 (1990), his grandson, Rav Mordechai Hamway,
published the sefer "Yismah Ezra" which includes Hacham Ezra's
pearls of wisdom and homiletics on Torah, according to the
weekly Torah portion. The sefer received the blessing of Torah
sages, particularly the elder sage of the Aleppo community,
Hacham Avraham Harari-Raful, the sadik Rav Binyamin Silber,
the Gaon Rav Sariah Deviltzky, and others.

Rav Mordechai was the son of Sam, Hacham p,zra's eldest son.
He followed his grandfather's path and upheld his ways. Many saw
him as a paradigm Torah leader and authority whose impact on the
education of close family members ensured that they continued
the family's devotion to Judaism.

A Good Name is Better Than Scented Perfume
Rav Mordechai (Marvin) Hamway stood out in his childhood in

every way. He was popular in his neighborhood and admired for
his good character and friendliness to everyone. He used his
respected status in the community to benefit the public and
individuals.

Rav Mordechai suffered from illness and pain since his youth,
but this didn't sway him from serving Hashem and rearning Torah
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family, was Albert. He passed away on 6
Tevet 5765, when this book was going to

print. May he be rewarded by heaven for
his righteousness.

Hacham Ezra's daughters were Senyar

who married Rav Jacob Maleh (Elmalieh)

and passed away about eleven years after

she had given birth to Sadie. Rav Jacob,

who later authored the sefer "Vayisa
Yaakov", then married Rav Ezra's younger

daughter Jemila. Ike and Moe were born

from this mariage. His other daughters

were: Gilsom, married to Yishak Terzt;
Rina, married to Avraham Alfia; Adela

Mr. Albert Hamway (Adul) and her husband, Avraham
Dweck-Chalousi; and Sarah and her

husband David Choueke. May their souls obtain heavenly reward

for their many virtuous acts.

Hacham Ezra's daughters-in-law were also women of valor:

Latifa, and her sister Olga, whose graciousness, kindness, concern

for others and joy of life were an example to the entire family.

Although they knew much anguish and pain, their faces were

always cheerful. Our illustrious grandmother, Olga, in particular,

was the family's pride, and her wisdom and graciousness was a

light for the entire family. She showered warmth and love on all

her children and grandchildren with unparalleled devotion. She

was held in esteem by all who knew her. It was a tremendous loss

to countless people when she passed away.

Sadie, the wife of Jack (and also his niece, the daughter of
Yaakov and Senyar Maleh), was a woman of great intelligence

and world wisdom, from whom many took advice. Jack and Sadie

left behind an only daughter Roberta, who married Jack Cohen,

who was a business partner and loving son-in-law to Jack

Hamway. They took care of both Jack and Sadie until their
r
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The lllustrious Family

Hacham Ezra left behind sons who were Torah scholars and
virluous men throughout their lives, Sam, Jack and Albert, of
blessed memory.

Sam, Hacham Ezra's eldest son, was a
person of great virtue who studied Torah,
and pursued charity and good deeds his
entire life. A son-in-law of Murrad Azrak,
he established his home in Flatbush. His
wife, Latifa, passed away young and left
him with two children, Ezra (Zourie) and
Shirley. Sam married her sister Olga, and

she raised her sister's orphans together
with the other children born to them --
Mordechai and Nissim Sam. On the third
of Tevet, 5707 (December, 1946), in the
midst of a vibrant lif-e full of
accomplishment, Sam passed away. His
widow later married Menahem Namer, of
blessed memory, and from this marriage
was born their son, Joe Namer, and our
dear aunt, Sara, venerated in the family for
her fine character and good-heartedness.

Mr. Nissim Sam Hamway

Hacham Ezra's second son Jack was

always involved in community work. He
was the secretary of Magen David
Publications Society and worked together
with Sam Catton, Albert Ashear and
Gabriel Shrem. Together they published
the popular Pizmonim Book Sheer
Ushbahah Hallel Ve-zimrah.

His youngest son, our precious and

beloved uncle, who was revered by all the Mr. Jack Hamway fry?ru
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on which a large, impressive

building will be built for the

use of the growing Darchei
Tevuna community. This
community, which numbers

200 members so far, pray

together and enjoy a warm
convivial spiritual
atmosphere. The building
compound will include a

beautiful synagogue, Torah

library and Gemilut Hesed

fund in which stipends will
be given out on holidays to
needy members, and an Ezer

L'Yoldot fund which
provides meals to families
afier the birth of a child. and

covers the costs of a new

mother and her newborn at a

convalescent home.

Shaarei Ezra synagogue
in Long Branch, New Jersey

Yismah Ezra Institute
Another enterprise founded in Israel in memory of Hacham

Ezra was the Yismah Ezra Institute publishing house. This
institute employs proofreaders and editors who are experts in
publishing Sephardic Torah manuscripts in high quality editions.
May this important work be a merit for our great progenitor
Hacham Ezra Hamway, who is surely praying in heaven for the
welfare and success of all his descendants in This World and the
Next.W?&,(
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Memorial board donated by Albert and Frieda Hamway

initiative and efforts of our dear uncles, Albert and Frieda

Hamway, and Ezra (Zourie) and Paula Hamway, a beautiful

synagogue building was built which was called Shaarei Ezra after

Hacham Ezra. Whoever enters the gates of the synagogue is

immediately struck by this carefully planned building's beauty and

splendor. It is fulfilling its goal as a worthy Sanctuary for

Hashem.

The number of worshippers praying at the synagogue grows

from day to day, and the number of minyanim held within its walls

has doubled in the past decade. The distinguished rabbi who

presides over the shul's affairs is Rav David Nahem shlita, who

faithfully discharges his duties.

Another house of G-d dedicated in Hacham Ezra's name is

located close to the holy city of Jerusalem, in Beitar Ilit in the

Judean mountains. This Torah center for Torah and prayers is still

located in a temporary structure, but an agreement has already

been reached with the municipality to receive a central plot of land
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bier to pay him the last honor. The procession first passed through

the narrow streets of his neighborhood, and his bier was laid down

and Kaddish recited in the courtyard of the Yegia Kapayim knees

where he had prayed and studied Torah at the very end of his life.

As the procession wended its way to the cemetery, many of the

neighborhood's residents accompanied the sadik's bier despite the

pouring rain that fell during the funeral. Heaven too was weeping

at the loss of the righteous man.

He was buried in the Rabbinical Section on Har HaZeitim (Mt.
Olives) in a place that overlooks the Bet Hamikdash and the

Kodesh Kadashim. His grave is within sight of the burial place of
the holy kabbalist, the RaSha"Sh, Sar Shalom Sharabi.

That Shabbat, an assembly was called in the Yagia Kapayim
knees and Rav Yaakov Ades spoke in his honor.

May Hacham Ezra's memory be a blessing.

The Memory of a Sadik is a Blessing

Hacham Ezra's illustrious name has withstood the test of time.

The members of the Aleppo community in particular and

Sephardic Jews in general, recall until today Hacham Ezra's
perceptivity and wisdom. As King Shlomo says, (Prov. l0:7) "The
memory of a sadik is a blessing" -- every time a sadik's name is

mentioned, people spontaneously bless and praise him.

The same can be said about Hacham Ezra's family, who have

memorialized his good name by founding synagogues in Israel

and the diaspora. The first such endeavor was the Shaarei Ezra
synagogue, which was established in Long Branch, New Jersey.

The synagogue was dedicated on August 21, 1988.

The Jewish Syrian community in New Jersey has been in
existence for over 30 years. It moved from one place to another,

and lacked a fixed place of prayer. Thanks to the unflagging
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how to prevail against all usurpers and strayers -- was no more

among the living.

Eulogies in Aleppo

News of the righteous man's death spread rapidly throughout
Jerusalem, Israel and the Jewish community in Aleppo. In the
communities where the bitter news arrived there was mourning,

with the feeling of having lost a father.

Hacham Ezra's funeral was held on the same day he had passed

away, in accordance with the custom in Jerusalem not to leave the
dead overnight in the city. Masses of people from the cream of
Jerusalem participated in the funeral. The Aleppo community in

Jerusalem came to pay their last honors to their beloved rav.

Roshei yeshivot and Torah scholars from other communities
joined the levaya. The hachamim of the Aleppo community in
Jerusalem called for a suspension of work at the time of the

funeral.

Give Praise, Aram Soba!
Before the bier was taken from the old Shaarei Sedek hospital

on Yaffo Street to the cemetery, the Chief Rabbis eulogized him.

The Rishon LeSion Ben Sion Meir Hai Uziel and Rav Avraham
Yishak Herzog of blessed memory, spoke about Jerusalem's loss,

and the great loss to the Aram Soba community, from whom the

crown had now been taken.

Because of the Hanukkah holiday (Shulhan Aruch Orah Haim
670:7: "The eight days of Hanukkah begin on 25 Kislev and it is
prohibited to eulogize and fast on them"), only a number of short

eulogies were said.

The blessing of Siduk Hadin was recited, in keeping with the

age-old custom. Hundreds, bowed and weeping, accompanied his
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Announcement of Hacham Ezra's passing

the many years he had spent studying Torah and observing misvot.
His heart was serene that he had fulfilled its destiny on earth in

accordance with the will of his Creator.

The angels above overcame those below. On Monday, 28

Kislev 5706 (1945), the fourth night of Hanukkah, the great Rosh

av bet din of Aram Soba, HachamEzra Hamway, returned his soul

to his Creator. He was eighty-five when his majestic life of
holiness and devotion came to an end.

The great light which had illuminated the way in Aleppo, had

flickered and gone out in the city which brings illumination to the

whole world. He had been a guardian angel who protected the

honor of Torah and Judaism's holiest values in his land. He had

grasped the battle spear to wage war against those alien winds that

sought to wreak harm on his community. The leader who had held

aloft the flag of Torah in nobility and purity, the man who knew
?*
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Chapter Nine

Sunset

Hacham Ezra's last years were filled with suffering and pain.

As bitter as losing his eyesight was, he valued his suffering as a

sign of love from Hashem, as Shlomo Hamelech says (Proverbs

3: l3), "Who Hashem loves, He chastises." The Talmud tells us too
(Brochos 5a) "Whoever G-d loves, He chastises with suffering."
His sufferings weakened his already feeble body.

During this time, Hacham Ezra continued to fulfill the

command of his Creator to "meditate in it [Torah study] day and

night." He never stopped studying, and with supreme courage he

bore his suffering silently. He even infused those surrounding him
with life and joy, and didn't cease his learning or handling the

communal needs that cropped up from time to time. The saying of
our sages, "Prepare yourself in the lobby to enter the palace"

assumed a new urgency, and he planned all his actions according
to it.

Hacham Ezra grew weaker from day to day. His family and

students saw the light flickering out and a sense ofbeing orphaned

gripped their hearts.

In the last week of his life, HachamEzra felt that his end was

near. One could see on his noble face how he was intensely girding

himself in preparation for the day he would be summoned to his

King. He had prepared for himself "majestic garments" throughout
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Return to Zion

"They served Hashem according to this holy order every day of
the week. Only on Friday afternoon did they return to their homes.

On Shabbat night and during Shabbat day, they prayed together in
the yeshiva with kavanot. Happy is the eye that saw this
congregation of holy and pious men serving Hashem fervently in
the hall of the holy yeshiva."

Great Pleasure

Hacham Ezra was very close to this holy congregation who

engaged in the study of Kabbala. As the yeshiva's documents

show, within a short time after his arrival, Hacham Ezrabecame
acclaimed for his proficiency in kabbala and knowledge of its
intricacies. The yeshiva's sages and rabbis were thrilled when

Hacham Ezraagreed after repeated urgings to join the select group

of lecturers who taught in Rehovot HaNahar.

Among the "students" registered in the yeshiva's roster were

Hacham Ezra's old friends from Aleppo: Hacham Yaakov Lofes,
who had served as the gabbai for Malbish Arumim, Hacham Haim
Tawil Hakohen, who arrived from the United States where he had

led the Aleppo community there, and Hacham Ezra Shayo, may

their memory be a blessing.

As the yeshiva's records show, the Jerusalem Bucharian
community at first supported the hachamim who studied in the
yeshiva. After the death of Hacham Haim Shaul Dweck, the

yeshiva's financial state deteriorated drastically and there was no

money to pay the scholars or the yeshiva's minimal expenses. In
this difficult hour, Hacham Ezrafelt personal responsibility to do
his utmost for the yeshiva. He worked tirelessly to obtain funds

and donations for the yeshiva and even sent letters to
philanthropists to rescue the yeshiva and support its scholars.r
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Return to Zion

When Hacham Dweck moved to Jerusalem with other Aleppo
sages, he finally founded the yeshiva he had dreamed so long

about.

The Night Illuminates Like the Day

A moving description of the Yeshiva's greatest days remains

from one of the sages who studied there, the kabbalist and Hacham

Yeshaya Asher Zelig Margoliot, in his introduction to his book

TzviLaTzadik:

"The yeshiva's program of studies included a day and night

session. On motzei Shabbat after the Melava Malka meal,

everyone came to the yeshiva. The yeshiva had special rooms for
the sages, since the leading sages remained in the yeshiva

throughout the week. At midnight, the shammosh held a torch to
lead them to the mikva, and when they came back to the yeshiva,

they said the morning blessings and the blessing on the Torah with

all the kavanot. They said Tikkun Hatzot with sackcloth and ashes,

and afterwards sat and studied until dawn.

"Some studied alone and performed the ARI's yihudim which

are cited in "Sha'ar Ruah HaKodesh". To facilitate this, Hacham

Dweck printed for the first time in his book "Benayahu ben

Yehoyada" all the yihudim recited at midnight, and other yihudim
arranged by our teacher the RaSha"Sh. Others learned kabbala

with Torah scholars who came there especially to learn kabbala.

The yeshiva was as illuminated at night as it was during the day.

"When dawn broke, they wrapped themselves in both their

Rashi and Rabeinu Tam tefillin and tallit, and recited kavanot

from the short arrangement of the RaSha"Sh's siddur. The

morning prayers lasted four hours every day, and after prayers,

each ate his breakfast in his own room. Afterwards, they slept and

rested approximately until noon. t
l
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Return to Zion

to carry out his malevolent act in front of everyone and he

vanished. Hacham Ezra gave a sigh of relief, while thanking and

praising G-d for giving him the counsel and understanding to

rescue himself from his attacker. (Hacham Ezra told this story

several days before he passed away to Hacham Yaakov Ades, who

told the story to Mr. Menahem Yedid.)

In the Holy City

Hacham Ezra moved to the Holy City of Jerusalem and settled

at the end of Rashi Street in the neighborhood of Mekor Baruch.

This neighborhood was close to yeshivot, kneesim, and batei

midrash where Torah was being studied throughout the day.

He continued his diligent program of Torah study and prayer,

while becoming acquainted with the many sages living in

Jerusalem. Many came to visit him and engaged in pleasant

Talmudic discussions.

The leaders of the Syrian community in Jerusalem appointed

him as their head, and accepted his instructions in every matter, as

they had done when he was living in Aleppo.

In Rechovot HaNahar
Among the narrow alleys of the Buharim neighborhood in

Jerusalem, Hacham Ezra found what he was seeking -- the

Rehovot HaNahar yeshiva, which specialized in the study of
Kabbala. The yeshiva was founded by Hacham Haim Shaul

Dweck, of blessed memory.

When he was still in Aleppo, Hacham Dweck wanted to begin

a yeshiva which specialized in the study of Kabbala. He didn't do

so because the local sages did not look kindly upon such an

initiative and thought it wasn't the right place and time for it.
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Return to Zion

was finally achieved after terible persecutions and bloody
struggles. The Jewish community in Aleppo suffered from
pogroms, persecution, and fearful violence. In 1929, a massacre of
Jews took place as part of the fall-out of the Jewish - Arab conflict
in Palestine. The terrified Jews locked themselves in their homes

out of fear of the incited Arab masses assembling in their
neighborhoods to plunder whatever they could. No person dared
leave the threshold of their home.

In this bitter period, as soon as Hacham Ezrahad the chance to
leave the diaspora and return home to Israel, he took advantage of
it. Despite all difficulties, he departed for the Holy Land.

Rescue and Salvation

Hacham Ezra himself was saved from the designs of an Arab
who planned to fall upon him and murder him. There was just a

hairbreadth between him and death.

One day, just as the sun was going down, Hacham Ezra was

walking in the alleyways of the city when suddenly a young Arab
lunged at him with a lifted dagger.

Hacham Ezra didn't lose his head and immediately thought fast.
He asked the Arab to wait a little because he wants to tell him a
short story. Afterwards, he could do what he wants.

Following Arabic tradition, the Arab agreed to fulfill the Jewish
hacham's "last" request. As they walked on, HachamEzra began
to weave a story of how several people asked Moshe Rabeinu to
pray for them before the Creator of the World. One wanted to be

granted children, one wanted a complete recovery from illness,
and one wanted material success.

Hacham Ezra went on and on with his story until they had

passed through the darkened alleyways and found themselves in a
main city street filled with people. The young Arab became afraid
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Chapter Eight

Return to Zion

Hacham Ezra's love for Sion finally brought him to the Holy
Land in 1935. He had to overcome numerous obstacles and

disappointments including losing his eyesight and requiring the

assistance of others to achieve this dream. After his arrival, he
joined childhood friends who had moved to the Holy Land fifty
years before.

His decision was prompted by a number of events that greatly
affected him, among them the passing of his close friend and

colleague in the bet din, Hacham Yom Tov Yedid Halevi on Rosh

Hodesh Tammuz in 5683 (1923), after weeks of suffering from a
fatal illness.

The 5789 Ggzg) Massacre

The political climate in Aleppo had become extremely tense.

Relationships with the Arab neighbors were no longer what they
had once been, and Hacham Ezra sensed that difficult days lay
ahead. As the Ottoman Empire declined, the presence of the

British and French superpowers were increasingly felt in the

Middle East. These superpowers encouraged the local Arab
national movements to rise up against the Turks and even
promised them independence in the future. Syrian independencei"tli,l
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individuals, and religious affairs, Hacham Ezra told her several

pearls of wisdom about these matters which left her inspired.

As a sign of appreciation, Ms. Sassoon left two gold coins on

Hacham Ezra's table as a present for Torah students.

A Woman of Virtue
When Ms. Sassoon passed away, Hacham Ezra was in his old

age, studying with his colleagues in the Rehovot HaNahar
yeshiva. He wrote a consolation letter to the family in which he

expressed his appreciation for her righteous deeds and her fine
character. One passage from the letter is as follows:

"She was well known to us for her upstanding character and her

support for Torah students, Torah scholars and Talmud Torahs.

She was famous for her warm hospitality... she was well versed in
Jewish studies and the Talmud, and everything holy to our people

was close to her pure heart. Her palm was extended to the poor and

her hands were stretched out to the destitute.

"As soon as the news reached us, our distinguished yeshiva

Rehovot HaNahar arranged an impressive Azkara for her soul, of
blessed memory. The event was attended by all the hachamim, and

everyone from young to old studied mishnayot and Zohar, and

recited Tehillim for the exaltation of her soul. We also eulogized

her on the holy Shabbat after the Torah reading."
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I am a Prayer

neighborhoods, had heard Ahot Ketana sung more than once

during the Jewish holiday meals. He had apparently also listened

to the holiday prayers in the knees and knew how to sing it from

there.

"This composition," the boy said calmly, "is sung in the Jewish

homes on their Rosh Hashona holiday and at their holiday meals

too. From there I know this beautiful song."

The sheikh's spirits fell at this unexpected admission. This
young lad knew the Jewish composition and even knew its name

and where it was sung. He bit his lips in anger, and then turned to

look out the window of his palace which overlooked the Jewish

neighborhood. Finally, he spit out, "Your 'Atana' beat me!

Because of it, I lost two gold coins!"

(Some Syrians pronounced the "kuf' as an "alef', so "Ketana"

was pronounced as "Atana".)

Another Two Lotns
Hacham Ezra won two coins another time too. It happened

when Ms. Flora Sassoon, the mother of the famous philanthropist

for Torah and charity causes, R' Saliman David Sassoon, came to

Aram Soba.

The publicized goal of Ms. Sassoon's visit was to check the

financial and material welfare of Aram Soba Jews. She took

advantage of the opportunity to discover what made them so

unique. She had heard much about them and was impressed. She

wanted to hear about their wisdom, lifestyle, talk and commerce.

During her visit, she asked to meet with HachamBzra, who was

serving at the time as the rosh av bet din of Aleppo. When she met

him, she asked, "I want to leave Syria with words of wisdom. Tell
me something to accompany me for the rest of my life."

Knowing her devotion to assisting the community, needy
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Hacham Ezra turned aside to avoid seeing the face of this
vexatious man, and looked upwards. With great trepidation he

began to sing the hymn "Ahot Ketana" which is recited erev Rosh
Hashana before the congregation after sanctifying the holiday.

The sheikh broke out in sweat as he listened to the holy hymn.
His mind raced through the entire range of songs he knew but he

failed to find a similar composition in Arabic music.

The sheikh was forced to admit to Hacham Ezra that, as

opposed to his original beliel the Jews had original compositions
which weren't copied from Arabic music. The sheikh stood up and
shook Hacham Ezra's hands warmly, while gesturing to the two
gold coins as if to say, "It's yours..."

"Your Atana"
Several months later, the sheikh's ears suddenly heard the hymn

Hacham Ezrahad sung being hummed by his servant boy.

"How do you know this hymn?" the sheikh asked in surprise. "I
lost two golden coins because of this composition! Even worse, I
suffered disgrace!" he added dolefully.

But as he listened to the heart-tugging hymn, the sheikh

experienced a change of heart. "If my servant knows this
composition, that's proof that it comes from Arabic music instead
of what Hacham Ezra claimed!" The sheikh already imagined his
honor reinstated as well as his two gold coins returned to him.

"This hymn I sung is a famous and well known one," the

servant boy answered simply, not comprehending what had so

agitated his master.

"How is it so famous and well known?" the sheikh asked

impatiently.

The boy, who frequently walked through Jewish
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I am a Prayer

The final stanza of the hymn was composed by HachamBzra.
He felt it was necessary to add the stanza because, although the
hymn was composed about the death of Aaron's two sons Nadav
and Avihu, their two names were not mentioned or even hinted at
in it.

This is the stanza which Hacham Ezra added:

The stars lost their shine and the light of the sun
was extinguished

Over the blood of the two brothers which was
poured out together

The first born Nadav together with Avihu

And the sons of Aaron died.

Hacham Ezra merited that his composition was accepted and
appended to the hymn "Aleichem Kahal Aida" which is said on the
holiest day of the year. This prayer, which arouses Jewish hearts
to repent, is said amidst weeping and dread until this very day in
Syrian communities across the globe.

Two Zuzim

There was nothing surprising about the appearance of a Muslim
sheikh in the home of Hacham Ezra. Many strange circumstances
brought non-Jewish notables to Hacham Ezra's home, and most
left with an expression of satisfaction on their faces.

Once a Muslim sheikh visited Hacham Ezra to prove that all
Jewish tunes and compositions come from Arabic and Muslim
sources. Hacham Ezra was known to be an expert in the intricacies
and secrets of music.

The sheikh placed two shiny gold coins on Hacham Ezra's
table, challenging him to prove that the sources of Jewish music
were truly Jewish.
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I am a Prayer

The Stars Lost Their Shine

The custom in Aram Soba was to recite the hymn "Aleichem

Kahal Aida" which had been composed by Hacham Aaron of
Aleppo before the Torah reading on Yom Kippur. This ancient

hymn, mentioned in ancient Aleppo writings, was printed in the

Bet HaKaporet prayerbook (printed in 5639, pg.2l9b, l3-14). At

the margins of this hymn in the above prayerbook, it is written "In

our country, Aram Soba - Aleppo, thehazan says this lamentation

and all the people tremble and weep profusely. The hazan chants

it aloud to arouse the people's weeping before the Kohen recites

his blessing on the Torah." This ancient custom is also cited in the

Sefer DerechBretz (pg. 129).

Copy of the title page of the Great Confession which included the stanza

composed by Hacham Ezra
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the end of Hacham Ezra's life. He remembers clearly from his

childhood that when Hacham Ezra would pray in the Dabah knees,

many streamed to hear his prayers due to his fame for his

tremendous Torah knowledge and for having been one of the
spiritual leaders of Aram Soba.

And the Waters Subsided

One year, the two somhim that stood to the right and left of
Hacham Ezra during the Yomim Noraim prayers were chosen

after extensive pressure was exerted on the gabbaim, against their
will and against the benefit of the community.

These two knew how to sing very well, but they were deficient
in the proper behavior to be shown by a Jew on such holy days.

During the mussaf prayer of Rosh Hashana, the two stood at the

bima and began to argue in whispers. Their hand gestures, their
facial expressions and their whispers intemrpted Hacham Ezra's

concentration in his prayers, but he tried to ignore them and

immerse himself totally into his prayers as he always did.

At a certain point, when the somhim's disturbances exceeded all
bounds, the worshippers were getting upset. Just then Hacham

Ezra was in the middle of reciting the blessing of Zihronot in the
Mussaf tefilla and had reached the verse, "And Elokim
remembered Noah and all the beasts and animals which were with
him in the Ark. And Elokim sent a wind over the land and the

waters subsided." As he recited the word "beasts" he gestured with
his right hand to the someh at his right, and when he recited the

word "animals" he gestured with his left hand to the someh athis
left. And when he recited the words "and everyone who was with
him in the Ark". he stretched his hands out towards the entire

congregation.

The hint was clear to everyone. The disturbance by the

somehim and the ire of the worshippers came to an end.
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I am a Prayer

minyanim would sometimes join the minyan where Hacham Ezra

was serving as shliah sibur, just to listen to his passionate prayers.

He imbued them with the feeling that prayer is one of the most

important things in the universe (Talmud Brochos 6a).

As a Kohen Doing His Service

In Hacham Ezra's home in the neighborhood of Jemaliya
(which means 'the rich neighborhood'), a minyan was held every

Shabbat and Yom Tov. The dignitaries of the community and its

leaders viewed it an honor to be allowed to pray in his home.

It was a unique spiritual experience which wasn't accessible to

everyone. Many wanted to join this minyan just to observe

Hacham Ezra's pure and sweet prayers.

When Selihot were recited during the Yomim Noraim, Hacham

Ezra was honored to lead the supplication "Anshe Emuna Avadu".
The worshippers would wait in expectation to hear Hacham Ezra's

moving recital of this lamentation echoing throughout the knees.

Their hearts melted and became humble upon hearing his fervent
prayers.

Many of the worshippers crowded close to Hacham Ezra to be

able to absorb his spiritual exaltation and open their own gates to

repentance. No one paid attention to the tremendous crowding and

pushing. One of those who was fortunate to be present on such an

occasion -- Rav Avraham David Shalom -- relates that until today,

his body shivers when he recalls those exalted minutes when

Hacham Ezra's powerful voice echoed with the words of "Anshe

Emuna Avadu". The congregants were seized with anguish and

heartache to recall the loss of righteous men, in whose merit many

evil decrees had been abolished.

Hacham David Attiah, the son of the rosh yeshiva Hacham Ezra

Attiah, lived close to Hacham Ezra's home in Jerusalem towards
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I am a Prayer

Chapter Seven

I am a Prayer

Hacham Ezra's devotion to prayer deserves a whole chapter in
itself. Every word of prayer received profound attention and
reflection. His blessings were said in tremendous concentration
and spiritual joy, as if counting pearls. He was the epitome of "All
my bones shall say'G-d, who is like you?"'

The intent which he applied to every prayer and blessing
included its simple meaning as well as exalted yihudim known to
masters of kabbala. It was no wonder that his prayers were often
fulfilled, as our sages' say, "The righteous man decrees and G-d
fulfills."

With All Your Heart
Hacham Ezra was a powerful example of how to pray and often

served as ahazzan He was the fulfillment of our sages' statement,
"'You shall serve Him with all your heart" (Deut. I l:13) -- What
is the service of the heart? It is prayer."

Hacham Ezra put forth immense effort to ensure his prayer was

sincere and not said by rote. His sweet, special voice inspired his

congregants to feel they were standing in prayer before the King
of kings. He poured out his heart like a son who wanted to bare his
breast before his Father. Worshippers who had prayed in other

put
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* Standing Over the Congregatian

have a Jewish marriage, and be buried in the community's Rodfe

Sedek cemetery.

This decree saved Syrian Jewry, and until today, they have

maintained their pure and holy Jewish lineage. The plague of
intermarriage which affectedJewish communities all around them,

did not afflict them.
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Standing Over the Congregation

Gaon Av Bet Din of Jerusalem, Rav Yosef Tzvi Dushinsky. The

Bet Din of Rav Zvi Pesach Frank. the rav of Jerusalem, and the

Bet Din Sedek of Sephardic Communities, led by Hacham Hanina

Gavriel, Rav Haim Tawil and Rav Aaron Harari-Raful, also

agreed to the decree.

The sages of Aram Soba, with HachamEzra at the head, agreed

with this stringent ruling not to accept converts in the various

diasporas. "And those who marry [non-Jewishl women against

Jewish law, one may not convert or circumcise their children.

Whoever goes against this ruling from today onward, has made a

breach in the fence and separated himself from the Jewish

community. We shall persecute him until his ruin."

No Rights

The potency of this decree can be seen by the effect it had on

the communities where it was adopted. When Hacham Yaakov

Kassin became the chief rabbi of the "Magen David" Syrian

Jewish community in Brooklyn
in Adar 5695 ( 1935), he

instituted this decree to prevent
the members of his community

from marrying non-Jewish

women.
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Its provisions were strictly
observed: converts were not
accepted into the Syrian
community, and whoever
married a non-Jew, whether man

or woman, lost theirs rights to

attend the community's
synagogue, have their children

study in the community school,
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Only in Eres Hakodesh

Despite the unequivocal position of Jewish law on the subject
of conversion, in many Jewish communities throughout the world
conversion candidates who had no intention to observe Torah and

mitzvos were being "converted". These phony converts were
seeking conversion to Judaism to get money, or to marry a Jew.

All that these "conversions" accomplished was facilitating
intermarriage.

When the sages of Aleppo saw this, they decreed an ordinance
which came to be seen as one of the most important that they had

ever passed. It was viewed as a vital step to prevent intermarriage
with non-Jews and protect the purity and holiness of the Jewish
nation.

A similar decree ordained by Hacham Shaul Sutton, of Buenos
Aires, Argentina, was mentioned in his book "Dvar Shaul". When

he saw there was an increase of conversion abuses, he ordained the

important decree that his community would not accept any
converts or have a hand in their circumcisions. Instead, all
conversions must be done in Eres Hakodesh where an

authoritative bet din would investigate the candidate carefully and

only then pronounce its decision.

Additional decrees on this matter appeared in Hacham David
Sutton's rulings (cited in the sefer "Ginzei Ha'ares #16) which
fortified the original decree and put an end to the easy acceptance

of converts in Argentina which had existed until then. This decree,

which greatly strengthened the observance of Judaism in the local
Jewish community, spread to many other Jewish communities,
including Aram Soba.

Hacham David Sutton's ruling was accepted by many Jewish

sages, and was publicized in Argentina in a special announcement
in 5698 (1938) accompanied by approbations from Rav Reuven
Zelig Bengis, Rav Pinchas Epstein, Rav David Jungreis, and the
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The End of the Affair
Due to the far-reaching wisdom and courage of the Aleppo

sages, the attempt to found a Bnei Brith branch in the city failed.
The association's representatives were forced to return to their
cities and countries. Some of them were driven out in disgrace

after their pernicious intentions were exposed in public. Aleppo

Jews were saved from their detrimental influence. The sages'

concern that foreign ideas might penetrate and taint the pure

education of the Jewish children and breach the Jewish
commitment of the adults came to naught.

Under the Wings of the Shechina

One of the fundamentals of Judaism is safeguarding the Jewish

people's integrity. One who wants to join the Jewish people must

fulfill all the requirements required of a convert. At the heart of the

process is the candidate's declaration before a bet din that he

accepts on himself the yoke of heaven and will fulfill the 613

mitzvos completely without reservation.

When a bet din is approached by a candidate for conversion, the

dayanim mount difficulties in his way, as our sages say: "A ger

who wants to convert in our days, is told, 'Why do you want to
convert? Don't you know that the Jews suffer miserably, and are

oppressed and harassed?' If he says, 'l know it. I don't consider

myself worthy to join them in their sufferings, but nevertheless

desire it' [according to Rashi], he is immediately accepted and

taught some light mitzvos and some difficult mitzvos."

This procedure was intended primarily to give the members of
the Bet Din objective tools to plumb the true intentions and desires

of a candidate. After a candidate was questioned and examined,

and found worthy of joining the Jewish people, the Torah

commands us (Deut 10:19), "You shall love the convert."
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Standing Over the Congregation

physically and spiritually, which is its sole purpose."

The community board published an announcement containing
the telegram it received from Hacham Yaakov Meir, in addition to
letters sent to the rosh av bet din of Aleppo from various rabbis

throughout the world who fully supported the association. Their
intention was to soften the rosh av bet din's views and convince
him of the innocent goals of the association. In this way they

hoped he would remove his staunch opposition to it.

But this tactic didn't help, and Hacham Ezra didn't budge in his

position. As if inspired by the divine spirit, he continued to
fiercely oppose the Bnei Brith branch in Aleppo. Bnei Brith then
publicized false and brazen reports that they had visited Hacham

F-zra in his home and he had removed his opposition to the

association. There wasn't the slightest truth to these claims.

Several Aleppo sages who belonged to the Torah Or
Committee, girded with zeal for the truth and loyal to da'at Torah,
publicized an announcement in which they recounted the

developments of the affair together with the resolute opinion of the

rosh av bet din. They also publicized the letters which several

Aleppo rabbis living in Jerusalem had sent to Hacham Ezra
expressing their negative opinion of Bnei Brith, among them

Hacham Yosef Yedid Halevi, Hacham Ezra Harari-Raful and

Hacham Avraham Ades.

These sages had also sent to Aleppo the letter of the Ashkenazrc
rosh av bet din of Jerusalem, the gaon Rav Yosef Chaim
Sonnenfeld, who had issued a warning against the association. He

had written, "No one may join any association whose open and

hidden agenda was not investigated by the bet din, particularly in
these days when those who incite [against Judaism] have

increased. One who cares about his soul should keep distant from
them."
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Stunding Over the Congregation

opinion of them to the heads of the community.

This is the contents of the letter which they sent to Jerusalem:

B"H, Aleppo,2J Tammtz 5784 (1924)

Bnei Brith Association

Adar II during Purim

The honored Dr. Yakir, the chief
executive of the Bnei Brith office in
Constantinople, came to our city to found
a branch in Aleppo. This matter is new and

strange in the eyes of our community, and

the hachamim, rabbanim and dayanim

have suspicions about whether this
association will in some way oppose

Judaism, G-d forbid. We therefore ask the

great Rav and gaon of Jerusalem, the

Rishon LeSion Yaakov Meir. to inform us

his words of truth.

Rishon Lezion
Hacham Yaakov Meir

The Hacham Yaakov Meir sent thrs

message in a telegram from Jerusalem to

the Head of the Community: "I
recommend Dr. Yakir Behar of the Bnei

Brith association with all my heart as

being faithful to our holy religion."

To Uplift Up the Nation
When the head of the local Bnei Brith community board

received the telegram, he assembled all the community board

members for a special meeting in which they decided, "We accept

with favor and good will the founding of the honored association,

according to its conditions, to uphold and uplift our nation both
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naive Jews who were willing to head Bnei Brith's new office.

Bnei Brith's mode of gaining control involved obtaining the
support of the wealthy and educated Aleppo Jews so that the rest
of the Jews would meekly follow them. Through this cunning
plan, both the wealthy and the poor Jews would be in their pocket.

The launching of the Aleppo branch fomented a huge conflict
in the community. When the heads of the bet din, chief among
them Hacham Ezra, heard about its formation, they fiercely fought
the new initiative which they understood would breach the fence

around Judaism. Hacham Ezra published a fiery announcement in
which he assailed and denounced the establishment of the
organization. He explained that Bnei Brith was a furtive
association whose heads and leaders weren't revealing their true
motives. And what might those motives be? It was most likely that

they were attempting to indoctrinate foreign ideas and make the
people stray from the way of G-d. They might even aim to blur the
boundaries between a Jew and a non-Jew, thereby leading to
intermarriage. They will not be permitted to establish an office in
our land!

The blessed result of Hacham Ezra's admonitions and fierce
protests was that the initial support and sympathy that had greeted
the Bnei Brith representatives faded away completely. Those
community leaders who had agreed to establish the branch were

unable to brush off the views of the Aleppo Bet Din, its rosh av bet

din, and public opinion. They withdrew their membership from
the Bnei Brith organizatron.

When the organization's representatives and founders saw how
difficult it was to get a foothold in Aleppo, they decided to go all
out to prove that they were "kosher". At first, the Aleppo
representatives decided to approach the head of the Sephardic
rabbis in Israel, Hacham Yaakov Meir. They sent him a detailed
letter in which they listed the suspicions of the Aleppo hachamim
and sages against them, and asked the Rishon LeSion to write his
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d.&- Standing Over the Congregation

being publicized, the public sided with the hachamim and lend

them their total support.

The Bnei Brith Affair
In 5684 (1924), eighty years after the Bnei Brith organizatron

had been founded in New York, Bnei Brith's main branch in the

Orient decided to open Bnei Brith branches in Aleppo and

Damascus.

Among Bnei Brith's avowed goals was: "mutual aid, charity,
supporting the sciences and arts, promoting ethics, and

strengthening ties and fraternity between Jews and their
neighbors." Today, one rarely hears of the association's activities,

most of which are concentrated in its Anti-Defamation League

which fights anti-Semitism and promotes human rights.

As mentioned above, the last of Bnei Brith's goals -- to
"strengthen ties and fraternity between Jews and their neighbors"

-- caused terrible damage to diaspora Jewry's commitment to

Judaism, holy behavior and lineage purity throughout the years the

organization was active.

Perceptive Torah sages foresaw the organization's danger and

the future tragedies it would inflict on the Jewish people. They
warned against the spiritual danger lying in wait for anyone who
came in contact with them.

Like other faithful Jewish communities, the holy community of
Aram Soba didn't permit Bnei Brith to gain a foothold in their
community. When someone attempted to penetrate, he was driven
away in shame.

Dr. Yosef Yakir Behar, the representative of Bnei Brith's

Middle East office, arrived from Constantinople together with the

other heads of the office looking for representatives among

Aleppo's Jews. After an exhausting search, they found several
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Standing Over the Congregation

advance warning, together with other slaughterers who were in
contact with him.

In the end, the Aleppo sages decided to appeal to the great bet

din in Jerusalem ("For Torah will come out of Sion, and the word
of G-d from Jerusalem") led by the Rishon LeSion Hacham

Yaakov Elyashar, and the Rishon LeSion Hacham Rafael Panijel.

The Aleppo sages would follow whatever they would rule.
(Rishon LeSion is the title of the Sephardic chief rabbi of Israel.)

No Favoritism

The answer wasn't long in coming from Jerusalem. It
concluded, "It is obvious that every Jew, and in particular the
hachamim and leaders, has a great obligation to use all means at

his disposal including payments and bribes to invalidate him from
being a ritual slaughterer and inspector. Where it is a matter of
hillul Hashem, no favoritism or respect is shown, G-d forbid."
(Shailot U'tshuvot Maaseh Ish, Yoreh Deah l3).

This answer was followed by several other questions and

practical instructions concerning how to completely eradicate the

scourge.

The Snake's Bite

The end of the matter was that the Rishon LeSion in Jerusalem

himself gave the order to excommunicate and isolate Shaul,
thereby putting an end to the disgrace which had tainted the
community. The Aleppo sages banded together to carry out the

rare ceremony of publicly excommunicating Shaul, so the public
"would hear and see and never again plot evil". The city's sages

gave considerable publicity to this rare move by publicizing the
excommunication in all the kneesim and batei midrash and in
places visited by the public. Within hours of the excommunication
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nonkosher meat certified as kosher.

The Aleppo sages possessed testimony that Shaul was in
contempt of the prayers and other misvot' Reports circulated that

he had paid bribes to be appointed over business deals done on

behalf of orphans, resulting in large losses. Other ugly rumors

persisted about him.

The Aleppo sages described the shameful situation they found

themselves in:

"When the Torah scholars and G-d-fearing Jews heard this,

they were anguished. They first studied the relevant words of the

holy Shulhan Aruch in Yoreh Deah as well as the other poskim,

Rishonim and Aharonim. After this perusal, they could find

absolutely no merit for the ritual slaughterer."

The persistent ugly rumors about Shaul found wings, as rumors

are wont to do. Not only the Torah scholars in the city kept their

distance from meat slaughtered by Shaul, but many of the

common Jews wouldn't eat from his meat either and were

particular to buy from someone else. The community's widespread

rejection of him brought sleepless nights to Shaul, who tried to

figure out how to protect his good name and his pocket.

At first, he sent a crafty letter to the pious Hacham Eliyahu

Mani who was then serving as the chief rabbi of Hevron, showing

him forged letters of support from Aleppo rabbis. Relying on the

contents of the letters, Hacham Mani replied that he was fitting to

be a ritual slaughterer and inspector. Shaul would wave this

official letter around and boast, "Look! Even the sage from

Hevron relies on my ritual slaughtering! Who dares to disagree

with him?"

Hacham Ezra, pained at the hillul hashem catsed by the fraud,

didn't remain silent. At a meeting of sages devoted to finding a

final solution to the outrageous fraud, the suggestion was proposed

to excommunicate the ritual slaughterer and penalize him without
|l,I
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animals was well known. Any question that arose concerning a
slaughtered animal would be brought before him for his opinion.
Many Aleppo Jews brought him their Kaparot chickens to be
slaughtered.

Hacham Ezra trained and supervised an entire generation of
ritual slaughterers, who were expert in
even the minutiae of ritual slaughterer and
the inspection of treifot. For instance, his
son-in-law Hacham Yaakov Maleh
(Elmalieh) mentions in the introduction to
his book "Vayesa Yaakov" that he was
writing the book l'ilui nishmat Hacham
Ezra's pure soul because he was obligated
to honor him "because he is my teacher
and father-in-law, and because he was my
teacher and mentor who taught me Torah,
how to be a expert ritual slaughterer, as

well as certifying me."

An Exception

Shaul, an Aleppo Jew who wasn't careful in misva observance,
decided he wanted to learn to be a ritual slaughterer for a living.
When Hacham Mordechai Labaton and his bet din heard this, they
decreed that no one was allowed to teach him how to be a ritual
slaughter. They warned all the ritual slaughterers not to teach him
and then warned them a second time after Shaul attempted again
to learn ritual slaughter.

"A lion roars -- who does not fear?" After the Aleppo sages
issued their decree, no man dared to transgress their words besides
one person whose greed overcame his principles and he consented
to teach ritual slaughter to Shaul. This was how Shaul eventualy
gained access to the slaughterhouse, where he would turn out

-z-@M

Rav Yaakov Elmaliah

&rll'

rryrqr$ent@!.e@

iq!fi



Standing Over the Congregation

sage or another ritual slaughterer in the city, he shouldn't rely on
his own knowledge to permit or prohibit the animal but should ask

them. If he wants to rule stringently and prohibit what is permitted
-- how can he prohibit it when he is causing a loss to a Jew? If it
concerns the money of a non-Jew -- this too is not good, since
many souls are reincarnated in animals and their rectification
requires them to be eaten. If he prohibits the slaughtered animal,
then he is harming the soul who is in it.

"A story is told concerning Rav Israel Baal Shem Tov that he
went to a house, saw a piece of meat hanging on a hook, and asked
that the meat be cooked for him. When he was told that the meat
was non-kosher and would be given away to a non-Jew, he replied,
"How can that be? It pleaded with me to eat it...

"He immediately called the ritual slaughterer over to
investigate the matter, and discovered that he had erred in his
decision. He then ate from it to rectify the soul inhabiting it."
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Under His Supervision

During the High Holidays, when Jews perform Kaparot with
chickens, Hacham Ezra would go among the houses and
courtyards in Aleppo during the night - particularly between
midnight and dawn -- to inspect the ritual slaughterers carrying out
their work. Hacham Ezra was assisted by his shammosh who held
a torch before him to light the way. He would supervise and watch
the knife inspections, and ensure the slaughter of the chickens was
done according to halacha.

As Rabeinu Yonah writes in Shaare Teshuva (3:96): "They
should choose only a G-d-fearing ritual slaughterer, for many Jews

depend on him to fulfill the laws of ritual slaughter and the
requisite inspections. "

Hacham Ezra's expertise in ritual slaughter and unkosheril,
I
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Standing Over the Congregation

We are Risking Our Lives to Earn Our Bread

About the verse "The G-d Whose way is perfect", our sages

explain (Midrash Tanchuma Shmini Chapter 8) that all of G-d's

ways are perfect. What difference does it make to G-d if one

ritually slaughters an animal, or just kills it before eating it? Will

doing so bring Him some benefit or detriment? And what

difference does it make whether one eats permitted animals or

forbidden animals?

King Shlomo said, "If you have gained wisdom, you have

gained wisdom for yourself" (Proverbs 9) This means that G-d

commanded His people to fulfill misvot to refine them, as it says,

"All of G-d's words are refined". The purpose is to guard His

people, as it says "He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him."

Rav Eliezer Papo, the righteous author of the famous sefer Pele

Yoetz, explained the delicate job of a ritual slaughter: "Ritual

slaughterers may truly say, 'We are risking our lives to earn our

bread'. Although a person must take caution not to commit a sin or

do any wrong whichever way he makes a living, ritual slaughterers

have a grave obligation to insure that there is not even the slightest

blemish on their knives, and that they are level-headed and calm.

It happens that a person tests his knife with his fingernail two or

three times and doesn't find a blemish, but on the fourth try he

does.

"To inspect the knife and the lungs, he must have great fear of
G-d. He should be in dread lest he cause a Jew to eat a non-kosher

animal, for whoever does such a thing, has caused the multitude to

sin and his crime is too great to bear. He should be thrown to the

dogs since he took their portion and fed it to Jews..."

On the other hand, a ritual slaughterer is not permitted to err on

the side of caution and prohibit a slaughtered animal to avoid the

possibility of Jews eating improperly slaughtered animals. The

Pele Yoetz warns, "If he is in the slightest doubt, then if there is a
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Ezra took resolute action together with other Aram Soba

hachamim -- particularly the rosh av bet din Hacham Yaakov
Shaul Dweck Hakohen -- to end the Shabbat transgressions or to
reduce them to a minimum.

An emergency meeting was called in which 33 Aram Soba

hachamim took part. The sages reminded the community of the

Rambam's words (Hilchot Shabbat 30:15): "[The sin of
transgressingl Shabbat and committing idol worship each

outweigh all the other misvot of the Torah. Shabbat is the eternal

sign between G-d and His nation. Therefore, whoever transgresses

other misvot is considered a wicked Jew, but one who publicly
transgresses Shabbat is considered an idol worshipper who is

treated as a non-Jew in every matter."

The hachamim proposed practical suggestions to nip the

phenomenon in the bud before other merchants would be tempted

to follow it. It was decided that all the religious leaders would act

with selflessness as one man to prevent this assault on Judaism.

They jointly agreed to place a ban of excommunication against

anyone who transgressed even one of the Shabbat prohibitions
(including even rabbinical ordinances) or ate non-kosher food.
The ban included not allowing such a person to marry one's

daughter, not allowing his daughter to mary one's son, not to
marry him and not to bury him in a Jewish cemetery.

The ban was publicized throughout the city, in the
marketplaces, stores, kneesim and batei midrash. It became the

talk of the town. The Jewish residents reahzed that the city's sages

were sharply attuned to what was taking place in the community
and they wouldn't budge on the observance of misvot. Since

Shabbat is the official sign between the Jewish people and G-d, the

sages fiercely reacted against those attempting to breach Shabbat.

The publicized announcement may be found in the sefer Dereh

Emunah on page 226.
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Standing Over the Congregation

Chapter Six

Standing Over the Congregation

Hacham Ezra's influence extended beyond his congregation

and he was involved in the affairs of many Jewish communities
around the world. He was unyielding when it came to maintaining
and strengthening religious observance.

With rare sagacity and vigor, and much self sacrifice, Hacham

Ezraled community struggles for Jewish values with integrity and

singlemindedness. He wasn't frightened or intimidated by the

difficulties and intrigues that stood in his way.

His name appeared in connection with many of the

community's happenings. His signature was found on every

announcement or letter promoting a religious endeavor, both in his
younger years as a member of the bet din, and in his old age as the

head of the Aram Soba bet din. In whatever position he filled, he

sought to use it as a platform to spread holiness and devotion to
Judaism.

You Favored the Swenth Day and Sanctified It
The first breaches in Shabbat observance appeared in Aram

Soba in 1846 when Jewish food and clothing stores began to sell

their merchandise in the city's main market on Shabbat. Hacham
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wants there. The yeser hatov was startled. "But this is a

synagogue!" he replied. "Here is an aron hakodesh, here is the

bima of the shliah sibur! Your claim is outrageous! You are

certainly trespassing. "

"But the yeser hara wouldn't give in. 'I don't care what is inside
this synagogue, an aron for a sefer Torah, or a bima for a shliah

sibur. For me,' said the yeser hara, 'what counts is what I hear

outside the window before I come in. If I hear words of Torah or
prayer, then I continue on my way and don't go inside. But if my
ears catch mundane talk, words concerning business and other
trivial matters, I immediately go inside and get to work.'

"Now what can the yeser hatov reply to such a claim? To our
shame and disgrace, there is no answer to such a claim," Hacham
Ezra concluded his powerful parable and the message penetrated

his listeners' hearts deeply. They understood the gravity of their
actions and accepted upon themselves to correct their actions for
the future.
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interpretation.

In the next lecture he gave in the synagogue, he decided to

broach the subject.

"It once happened that the yeser hatov and the yeser hara met

at an inn. The two conversed with each other, "How much longer

will we always fight these never-ending battles with each other?

We are fighting over the same people and over the same grounds.

So let's decide once and for all to set up a boundary between us --

over here, the yeser hara will rule, and over there, the yeser hatov!
We agree that we won't enter each other's domain!"

Both sides liked this suggestion and each expressed his

willingness to keep his part of the bargain. The areas of separation

were also clear: the synagogues and batei midrash will be in the

exclusive responsibility of the yeser hatov, while the yeser hara

will obtain jurisdiction over the cafes and places of leisure and

entertainment frequented by those who spend their lives on

futility.

But -- after a few days, the yeser hatov came to the synagogue,

and to his surprise and shock, met his friend the yeser hara.

Immediately the yeser hatov rebuked him, "What are you doing

here? You trespassed! Didn't we agree that you're not permitted to

enter the synagogues and batei midrash? I'm fulfilling my part of
the bargain so why aren't you fulfilling yours?"

This witty parable made the worshippers chuckle. Hacham Ezra

continued, "The yeser hatov had an excellent claim against the

yeser hara. Why did the yeser hara breach the agreement and enter

a place where he had no business being?"

The listeners asked Hacham Ezra, "So what did the yeser hara

reply?"

"Listen and become wise. The yeser hara claimed in his defense

that the place was in his jurisdiction and he can do whatever he
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A short time later, the maid returned and knocked softly on the

door. "My master says he won't believe me unless Hacham Ezra

himself eats from the majedra!" she pleaded.

Hacham Ezra was happy to comply. He recited the blessing on

the food and tasted from the portion she served him. He then

turned to the Rabanit and told her with a smile, "Do you see? I
wanted majedra, and the Creator of the universe sent it to me..."

Trespassing

When Rav Yosef Ades wanted to illustrate to his students the

gravity of engaging in small talk in a shul, particularly during the

prayers, he would tell them the words of the Shulhan Aruch (Orah

Hayim 124:7) "One should not engage in

mundane talk when the shaliah sibur is

repeating the Shemone Esreh, and if he

did, he has done a severe sin and should be

chastised." He would add mussar

aphorisms which are mentioned in mussar

works. He also told his students a

wondrous story that took place between

Hacham Ezra and two worshippers who

were talking to each other during the

Repetition of the shliah sibur. Hacham

Ezra was already elderly and had lost his

eyesight, and was unable to pray from a

siddur. The chattering of the two

worshippers greatly interfered with his

Hacham yosef Ades concentration and prayers.

Hacham Ezra thought a minute how to
properly rebuke them so they would accept his words and not

repeat their indiscretion. Finally, he arrived at what he thought was

an effective way to convince them -- through a parable and its
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His wife expressed her surprise.
"Where will I get majedra to serve you?"

Hacham Ezra smiled, "I didn't ask you
to get it. Whatever you serve me is good
enough. But since you asked me what I'd
Like to eat for melava malka, I answered

that I would like majedra and samna..."

Pounding was heard on the door. The
Rabanit opened the door wide and saw the
maid of their rich neighbors weeping.

"What happened?" the Rabanit asked,

alarmed. "Why are you crying?"

The maid excitedly told the Rabanit
that her master asked her to cook majedra
for melava malka, and in her haste, she Hacham Avraham Patal

had cooked the food in a meat pot. Now
her master claimed that she made all the dishes unkosher and he is
threatening to fire her! What should she do? She was a widow with
young orphans to take care of!

Hacham Ezraheard from the side what had happened, and he
called the maid into the house. "When did you last cook with the
meaty pot?" he asked her.

It turned out that she hadn't used the pot in a long time.
Moreover, she had poured the majedra into a dairy dish and only
then poured in the samna.

"If so," Hacham Ezra ruled, "Tell your master in my name that
he has nothing to be concerned about. The dish is permitted to be

eaten and the pot is completely kosher!"

The maid dried her tears and returned to her master's house
with the ruling from HachamEzra. will
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overcomes a person whose mind is empty of Torah."

Assured of this fact, and knowing that his devotion to Torah
was absolute, David felt confident that he could pray for a trial
involving desire and pass it. But after he failed the test, he

regretted having brought it upon himself. As our sages explain in

Sanhedrin (107a) on the verse (Psalms 17:3), "You inspected my
heart, You scrutinized me at night, You tested me. My intrigue
will not be found, it will not pass by my mouth." -- David was

saying that he wished he had not requested a test.

He therefore said, "For one day in Your courtyard is better than

a thousand others; I choose to seclude myself in the House of My
G-d than to dwell in the tents of the wicked." He meant to say that
it is better to stay in virtuous surroundings than to put oneself in

an evil place and hope to conquer one's evil inclination. He didn't

want the test or its reward, because he feared he would fail it.

This sensible answer appealed to the ruler who expressed his

appreciation. He thanked Hacham Ezra warmly and told his

attendants, "The words of a wise man!"

He Does the Will of Those Who Fear Him
Rav Avraham Patal related to his family that once, on mosei

Shabbat, after finishing his fixed study for the night, Hacham Ezra

returned home from the bet midrash to partake of the fourth meal,

the melava malka.

When he entered the threshold of his home, his wife greeted

him and asked, "Hacham Ezra! What would you like to eat for the

fourth meal?"

His entire life meticulously honest, Hacham Ezra thought a

minute and then replied, "What would I like to have for melava

malka? I would hke majedra (nce and lentil dish) with samna

(butter) and cream."
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The ruler questioned, "Why is it so

impressive that King David prefers to
dwell in the House of G-d instead of
living in the tents of the wicked?
Doesn't any decent, pure-hearted man
choose good and despise evil?"

Hacham Ezra replied that the

Talmud teaches us (Avoda Zara lla)
that two great sages, Rabbi Hanina
and Rabbi Yonatan. were journeying
and reached a crossroads. One street

led to a temple of idol worship and the

other led to a brothel.

One sage suggested, "Let's
continue on the street where the
temple of idol worship exists, since

the desire to serve idols no longer Hacham Ovadva yosef

exists. If we pass by the brothel, we

may be beset with the desire to commit a lewd act."

His companion replied, "On the contrary. Let us pass through
the street where the brothel is, overcome our evil inclination and

get reward for it!"

The two sages followed the latter advice. As they approached
the brothel, the women fled before them out of shame.

The first sage then turned to the second, "How were you so sure

you could resist your evil inclination afier entering the street?"

The second replied, "We learn this out from the verse (Proverbs

2:11) 'Discretion will watch you, understanding will guard you."'

The meaning of this verse is that the holy Torah watches over

a person who devotes himself to its study and it will save him from
stumbling in matters of immorality. As the Rambam writes
(Hilchos Issurei Biah 22:21), "A thought of immorality only
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that the entire conflict was because of his Shabbat night discourse

and the wife's reticent response to the stories and puns which her

husband had repeated.

What did Hacham Ezra do? He ordered the woman to sit and

listen to his words. He repeated the discourse as if he was standing

in front of a large audience. Within minutes, as the hacham spun

the parable and its moral, the husband was stunned to see his wife
heartily laughing with a broad smile on her face. The wife stood

up from her place and asked in wonder, "How can it be that my
husband told me these very things !"

"You see for yourself," Hacham Ezra turned to the husband,

"that your wife remembers what you told her when you returned

from the discourse, and she enjoyed it. The reason why she was

unexcited had nothing to do with her but with the fact that you are

not blessed with oratory skills."

Convinced by Hacham Ezra's explanation, the husband was

embarrassed and perplexed. He motioned to his wife to wait for
him outside the bet din's chambers, while he withdrew the divorce
petition. The two left together as they had come.

"M'zamir D'Aud"
Rav Ovadya Yosef shlita related that Hacham Ezra was

admired and revered by the city's ruler (the vally) because of his

familiarity with the ways of the world and his pleasant personality.

He was able to provide sensible and cogent answers to the ruler's
questions on religion.

Once, Hacham Ezra was asked by the ruler, who was familiar
with Tehillim in Arabic, to explain the verse (64:1 1) "For one day

in Your courtyard is better than a thousand others; I choose to
seclude myself in the House of My G-d than to dwell in the tents

of the wicked."
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discourse. This popular discourse was skillfully garnished with

appealing parables and edifying stories which warmed the hearts

of listeners and inspired them to improve.

One of his listeners was a simple Jew who had come for the

first time to hear Hacham Ezra's discourse. He so much enjoyed

Hacham Ezra's sharp puns and dry humor, that he kept laughing

throughout the speech.

Arriving home from the bet midrash, the Jew decided to

entertain his wife with the parables and stories that the Hacham

had said. He began to retell what he had heard.

To his astonishment, a bored look appeared on his wife's face

and she didn't even give a small smile.

The husband couldn't disguise his disappointment at his wife's

reaction. Upset, he asked his wife, "How come everyone in the

knees was laughing and chuckling when the Hacham said it, but
you're not even smiling?"

"This is supposed to be funny?" the wife replied doubtfully.

The husband grew angry, convinced that his wife was making
fun of him. He became so enraged at the perceived insult that he

decided to divorce his wife and send her away for good. All of the

wife's attempts to calm her husband down failed. He refused to

believe that what he had just said was not humorous, and assumed

she was intentionally offending him.

The morning after Shabbat, the husband rose early in the

morning and appeared at Hacham Ezra's bet din with his weeping

wife to arrange the divorce.

Hacham Ezra would not easily agree to alrange a divorce. At
first he tried to delay the writing of the get by reminding them of
the statement of our sages, "Even the altar sheds tears when one

divorces his first wife." (Gittin 90). He added passionate words on

how impetuosity always leads to regret. Eventually, he discovered
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whether big or small, he didn't ignore it. At times he corrected the

person with a warm, welcoming countenance; other times he

utilized sharp words. Sometimes, just standing in the person's

presence or giving a look would be enough to get the message

across. Through these various methods, he influenced many to

repent their sinful behavior.

Where & person acted in a certain way because he was relying
on a valid opinion, Hacham Ezraheld back his criticism even if he

did not personally agree with it.

Pearls from his Mouth
Hacham Ezra was farned as an awe-inspiring speaker with

special rhetorical skills. He was known among Aleppo's Jews for
his eloquent speeches which inspired them to improve their ways.

An announcement that Hacham Ezra would be speaking --

whether for a happy or sad event -- brought out the city's Jews en

masse.

He would urge his listeners to fulfill the misvot of the Torah

fully and enthusiastically. He often focused upon misvot which
were being kept incorrectly or whose importance people were

unaware of. Many times people mistake certain misvot as

optional, praiseworthy acts, when in truth they are explicit Torah

laws or are based on the Oral Tradition from Sinai. He would
frequently base his weekly lecture on such matters, spicing them
with parables and instructive stories.

The Divorce That Didn't Take Place

The great synagogue in the city was packed every Shabbat

night. The elderly, the young and even children sat quietly in
anticipation, while in the corridors, latecomers stood shoulder to

shoulder. Shabbat night was when Hacham Ezra gave his main
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A main role of the ancient prophets was to rebuke the people

concerning their failings and give instruction how to rectify them.

The Almighty told Ezekiel in a prophecy (Ezekiel 3:77), "Son of
man, I have made you a watchman for the House of Israel." A
watchman stands at the top of a tower and scans the horizon for
impending danger. Due to their fine-tuned perceptivity and their

lofty judgment, the prophets were well suited to guard Israel's

relationship with their Father in Heaven.

Giving rebuke is a difficult job at which not many are gifted. It
is a rare skill that requires cleverness and sensitivity. If rebuke is

given when the person is glowering and angry, it can turn into a

duel of brinkmanship. But if rebuke is given with a calm, friendly
demeanor, it is easier to accept.

Hacham Ezra was blessed with this special skill. The mitzva of
"you shall rebuke your fellow Jew and not be guilty because of
him" was one of his guiding principles. He knew when it was the

right time to rebuke his community, whether it concerned misvot
affecting interpersonal relations, or misvot between man and G-d.

He knew precisely how to penetrate the heart of every person in
the community.

When he saw a problem which needed to be attended to,
t
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DealingWisely With the Poor

treasurer appointed over the poor. Your job is to ensure that

money is available to provide for the poor of the city. As for the
poor, their job is to cry and supplicate Hashem for mercy, and say
Tehillim before their Creator so that He accepts their prayers."

Better to Dance

Hacham Eliyahu Shrem recounted a similar story many years

after HachamEzra made aliya to Israel, and had made his fixed
place of study in the Shoshanim L'David bet midrash on the
outskirts of the Bet Israel neighborhood in Jerusalem.

One bright day, his dear friend Hacham Yishak Shrem hastily

entered the bet midrash and headed for Hacham Ezra who was in
the middle of studying.

"Why did you come to the yeshiva today?" Hacham Yishak
asked HachamBzra.

Hacham Ezra was puzzled at the question. "Why did I come?
Do I come to the yeshiva to dance?!"

With exasperation underlying his voice, Hacham Yishak Shrem

answered him, "I would rather you dance than study here."

Hacham Ezra was perturbed at this exchange of words. He
asked Hacham Yishak to explain what he meant and why he was

upset.

Hacham Yishak then explained confidentially, "My dear friend,
you should know that one of the scholars in our bet midrash is

about to marry in the coming days and he has nothingl He doesn't
have bread to eat or clothing to wear, or a single penny to pay for
the expenses of the wedding! As for us -- how can we sit in the bet

midrash as if it is no concern of ours?!"

A short time later, the two hachamim went trudging through the
streets of Jerusalem, entering one couftyard after another to collect
money for the poor bride and groom.
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DealingWisely With the Poor

gabbaim and called them thieves! I came to his store today to take

the portion he is required to give for charity."

"You are right!" the commander humbly said to Hacham Ezra

after hearing his sincere, courageous words. Then, in an

authoritative tone, the police officer commanded the stunned

merchant to give another roll of fabric to charity so he would know
"how to behave the next time around..."

Your Place is Nof Here

That wasn't the only time Hacham Ezra put Aleppo's rich
residents in their place. Once, during a year of drought, Hacham

Ezra decreed a public fast and ordered the community to assemble

in the synagogues to pray for rain and recite Tehillim, as the
Talmud counsels.

Hacham Ezra noticed that one of Aleppo's wealthiest merchants

was sitting in his seat and praying like a commoller.

"Your place is not here," Hacham Ezra admonished him.
"During this difficult time, you must continue selling your goods

to earn money to support the city's poor."

He explained his words with a potent parable.

"The situation is akin to a king who became ill and the doctors
ordered him to listen to gentle music. The doctors felt that his

happiness at hearing the sweet tunes would provide relief from his

illness and expedite his healing.

Asked Hacham Ezra, "Would the king ask his Finance Minister
to play music for him if he was skilled in a musical instrument?
Obviously not. He would take an expert musician from among the

greatest in his kingdom and leave the Finance Minister alone to

manage the finances."

The meaning of this parable, he explained, is this: "You are the
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DealingWisely With the Poor -

a fortune. So either pay for it or return it to me!"

"The fabric was already distributed among the poor, and cannot
be returned," Hacham Ezra calmly replied.

"This is theft!" the wealthy man shouted. "I'm calling the
police."

He's Right

Hacham Ezra wasn't upset by the merchant's words. With
typical serenity, he stood up and headed for the store's exit,
determined that the merchant would give to the city's poor even if
he had to be coerced.

The angry merchant sped off to the Aleppo police station
located in the market, and insisted on seeing the police
commander himself. "Come to my store quickly!" he said.

Knowing that it concerned a wealthy, prominent merchant, the
commander immediately complied.

"The Jewish sage, Hacham Ezra, took exponsive merchandise
from my store and didn't pay for it! He isn't planning to pay for it
either! Tell him to pay for it immediately!" David dema,nded.

The commander was acquainted with the distinguished rabbi,
and knew of his reputation for exceptional honesty. He kissed
Hacham Ezra's hand and asked submissively, "Did your honor
take the fabric roll without paying for it?"

Hacham Ezra told the commander composedly, "The rabbis
and leaders of the community founded the Malbish Arumim
organization that annually collects fabric for the poor who can't

afford to buy clothes for themselves or their children. All the

merchants in the city gave generously for this worthy endeavor,
but this merchant is tight-fisted and evades his responsibility! Not
only hasn't he given a thing, but he even spoke brazenly to the
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DealingWisely With the Poor

fabric." The assistant immediately went to bring the rolls of fabric

from the back room.

Where is the Package?

"Take the roll of fabric," Hacham Ezra told Hacham Shalom,

who was slightly younger than him, "and bring it to the gabbai.

Tell him to cut the roll immediately into equal pieces and to
distribute them among the needy of the city."

While the assistant was rummaging around in the back room,

Hacham Shalom quickly brought the packages to the home of the

gabbai and gave him the fabric with Hacham Ezra's instructions.

When the assistant returned to the counter, he saw that the roll
he had previously brought had disappeared together with Hacham

Shalom.

"Where is the roll?" he demanded anxiously. "I'm responsible

for it. Does the Hacham knows how much it costs? I'll have to pay

the entire price to David if it was stolen..."

"Don't worry," Hacham Ezra calmed him down. "You won't

lose a thing because of it. I took the roll and I'm responsible for
what happened to it. I'11 wait here until David returns."

While they were talking, the wealthy merchant entered his store

and saw Hacham Ezra. He rushed to kiss his hand. "How is the

Hacham?" he asked congenially. Then he turned to the assistant

and asked how sales were during noon.

"The Hacham took a large roll of fabric from the store," the

terrified assistant whispered. "He didn't pay a thing for it," he

added, "and doesn't want to pay for it either."

The merchant's face turned red in anger. Enraged, he

approached Hacham Ezra and told him, "You won't force me to

give charity this way. You have to pay for the fabric ! That roll cost
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DealingWisely With the Poor

his friend Hacham Shalom Hedaya and told him, "Hacham

Shalom, come along with me to the merchant David to get some

fabric."

Hacham Shalom didn't hesitate and immediately accompanied
Hacham Ezra to the market. David's imposing store stood in the

center of the Hahn with the rolls of fabric and other merchandise

carefully arranged.

The two distinguished rabbis arrived at noon. The store was

open, but David was not there, since it was his practice to return

home each day for a festive dinner and a short rest. In the comfort
of his home, he regaled himself thinking about his immense
wealth and pondered how he could make an even greater profit
from it. This was the most satisfying moment of the day for the
man who refused to give up even one penny of his wealth for
charity

During the noon hours, David's assistant ran the store and

attended to the many customers. The assistant was busy arranging
the merchandise when he noticed the two elderlv hachamim of
Aleppo looking at him.

"How can I help you?" he asked the sages solicitously.

"Where is David?" Hacham Ezra asked.

"David is now at home. A few minutes ago he left to have

dinner," the assistant replied.

The hachamim sat down. "Perhaps give me a roll of that white
Arabic fabric," Hacham Ezra asked the assistant, who cheerfully
rushed to fulfill his request. After all, the assistant realized, one

doesn't get such important customers every day.

After the roll was laid on the counter, Hacham Ezrafelt it with
his fingers and expressed his satisfaction. He thought a bit and

then commanded the assistant who was waiting patiently in his

place, "Bring me another roll of this fabric and another one of thatp"1N:
l
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mammoth size of his store.

The association's gabbaim had never managed to get a donation

of even a thread from David. All their pleading, tough talk and

warnings fell on a deaf ear.

"Let them go work!" he would respond coolly to the gabbaim

standing like beggars at his door. Without bidding them good-by,

he would turn his back to them to return to his luxurious office.

Letters which Hacham Ezra sent to him explaining the great

virtue of charity and the merits it confers in This World and the
Next, had no affect on him.

"I don't give," was his abrupt reply, making it clear that it was

worthless to attempt to convince him.

Hacham Ezra always showed active interest in the reports of
the association and the charity officials, and would ask how the
yearly campaign had gone. Each time he heard the gabbaim's

complaints about David's intransigence "He wouldn't give a

thing!", while they wrung their hands in frustration. The gabbaim

were convinced they would never
see a penny for charity from the

tight-fisted man.

Hacham Ezra took the matter to

his heart, but didn't say a word to
anyone. Basing himself on our
sages' statement that "We force a
person to give charity" (Ketzot

Hahoshen 290:3), Hacham Ezra
decided that he should not
relinquish the charity which this
wealthy man was dutybound to
give to the poor of his city.

One day Hacham Ezra turned to I'ttil
BryT.

r'*'
Hacham Shalom Hedaya



DealingWisely With the Poor

brought many to virtue and turned many away from sin with his

moving speeches.

Malbish Arumim faithfully fulfilled its name's meaning. Its
goal was to put an end to the wretched appearance of poor Jews,

and to ensure they were clothed in decent, comfortable clothing.

With Hacham Ezra's active guidance and participation, gabbaim of
the association would collect clothes and fabric from the city's

merchants and affluent Jews, and give them to needy families.
Needy children received new clothes every year so they would
appear no different than everybody else.

Hacham Ezra himself parlicipated in collecting the clothes. He

went to the trouble of visiting wealthy Jews to convince and

encourage them to give more fabric and clothes for the city's poor.

The association's gabbaim, who did their work for the sake of
heaven, saw satisfaction in their work. Almost all the storeowners

gave generously of their clothes and rolls of fabric. There was

almost no one who didn't give his part to the association.
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I Won't Give a Thing

No one, that is, besides for one merchant called David M. who
belonged to the "Francos" community (the Francos were Spanish

Jewish exiles who arrived in Aleppo at the beginning of the

fifteenth century, as opposed to the "Mustarbim", the local Arab

Jews). Over the years, the Francos mingled with the Mustarbim in

the local community life and its institutions, and later, also
intermarried with them.)

David was fabulously wealthy. He owned a huge fabric
warehouse which contained every kind and type of fabric. His

stores had fabrics from all corners of the world in an amazing

selection of colors and textures. No other store in Aleppo was as

large as David's store. However, his stinginess matched the

- q1\v--l.-



DealingWisely With the Poor

complained about the heavy community taxes and property taxes

placed on them by the local government:

"Did G-d give us all this wealth for our children or to pamper

our bodies to eat, drink and be happy? What will we gain fiom
such happiness? Only if it is to raise the flag of Torah and bring

about a flowering of Torah, Mishna and Kabala teachers, and to
raise the banner to plant and build loftier worlds ! And whoever has

slacked off from this mitzva, let him courageously bear the yoke
of community and property taxes! What advantage is there to
laboring fbr wealth? It is better that one labor for the spirit."

Concluding his chastisement, Hacham Hedaya quotes Kohelet,
"There is an evil I saw under the sun, and it occurs often to people.

G-d will give a man wealth and property and prestige, and his soul

will not lack a thing of all its desires. But G-d will not permit him
to enjoy it and a foreigner will take it. This is futility and an evil
malaise."

Clothing the Naked

The Malbish Arumim
association was founded to solve
an urgent need, that of
poverty-stricken Jews who couldn't

purchase decent garments for
themselves. Hacham Yaakov
Lofes, the son of Hacham Nissim
Lofes, was appointed the president

and gabbai of the association. He

was a Torah scholar who was

known for his great diligence.
Since his youth, he abstained from
all earthly pleasures and used to

fast and deny himself material
needs for days and weeks. He
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answer, he gave Hacham Ezta a generous donation.

Charity Boxes

Hacham Ezra was a champion of the Jews in the city who were

struggling to make a living. He established several charity
organizations to assist the weaker members of the community.

One of these, and perhaps the most famous of all, was the

"Malbish Arumim association". Although there were many rich
Jews in Aleppo, there were also quite a few destitute Jews whose

clothes were tattered and shabby.

Hacham Ezra's friend from youth, the rav and mekubal Hacham

Shalom Hedaya, wrote a sefer called "Peace to the People"

(Shalom L'Am) which had a powerful impact on the community.
It was regularly studied in the kneesim every Shabbos, and had a

decisive effect on shaping Aleppo's reputation for exceptional

generosity and practice of lovingkindness.

Our Ears are Shocked

The following is a small quote of the words which Hacham

Hedaya wrote with a broken heart:

"The reasons fbr this terrible evil, is that the wealthy, the

opulent, and the leaders talk a lot but do little. Therefore, the

[Torah] scholars have to roam the markets and streets of the city,

and procure food for their families by talking smoothly and

flattering these men's assistants for whatever little they will give

them. For a long while now, many Jews belittle the Torah

scholars, and speak contemptuously about them. They disparage

these angels of G-d and despise the 'prophets'. Our ears are

shocked at what we hear and our eyes have dried up from so much
weeping. Woe to the generation that appears thus."

He then castigated the wealthy of the community who
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condition that Hacham Ezra would answer a question that had long

troubled him. In the book of Bereshit, the verse says (6:9), "These

are the generations of Noah, Noah was a completely righteous
man in his generations. Noah walked with G-d."

The obvious question is why the name Noah is written twice in
the beginning of the verse? The wealthy man presented this
question to Hacham Ezra, adding that he hadn't yet heard a
satisfying answer to the question.

Hacham Ezra replied on the spot that Noah's name is written
twice to teach us that his character was"noah" (pleasant) to both
people and G-d. And what did Noah do when a conflict arose

between pleasing G-d and pleasing people? The end of the verse

gives us the answer: "Noah walked with the Almighty." In that

case, Noah did the will of G-d.

The wealthy man was not fully satisfied with Hacham Ezra's
explanation. Astutely sizing up the man, HachamEzra told him,
"'We see in the continuation of the Torah section (6:16) that G-d

commanded Noah to make a'sohar'for the Ark. What is a'sohar'?

Rashi quotes the opinion that it was a window.

"Now, why did Noah need a window in the Ark? He was

completely surrounded by the flood waters, so what did he need a

window for?"

"[ndeed, why?" the man wondered.

"Rashi explains that although the sohar was a window, it was

not transparent on both sides like most windows. It was opaque on

the inside so it could serve as a mirror for the residents of the Ark.
When Noah looked at the sohar, he saw a copy of himself. Due to
this mirror image, the verse writes the word'Noah' twice."

The wealthy man's face shone, and he expressed his full
satisfaction with the "logical" explanation. Content that his

immensely perplexing question had been given a satisfying
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Dealing Wisely With the Poor

The Virtue of Hospitality

Hacham Ezra ofien left his bet midrash to approach the affluent
Jews of the city to provide fbr the city's poor, widows and orphans
who barely had bread and water to eat. He also led fund-raising
campaigns fbr the city's Torah institutions.

Once, he was perplexed by an unexpected event. He had
knocked on the door of a wealthy man's home, and the man, who
had peeked through the window's shutters, immediately
understood the purpose of his visit. His stinginess getting the best

of him, the man quickly ran to his bedroom and hid under his bed.

When Hacham Ezralater found out what the man had done, he

quipped to Hacham Mansour ben Shimon (his faithful disciple in
his old age, who wrote down his chiddushei Torah), "Now I
understand the meaning of our sages' statement 'Hospitality is

greater than receiving the Shechina.' Now, how can a guest -- no
matter who he is -- be more important than the Shechina?

"The simple answer is that when Moshe Rabeinu gazed at

Hashem from the burning bush (Ex.

3:2),he hid only his face. But when

a guest stood at the threshold of his
home, this man hid his entire body.
The obviously implication is that

hospitality is greater than

welcoming the Shechina..."

Noah
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Hacham Mansour ben Shimon
related this story:

One well-to-do man expressed

his readiness to donate a large sum

of money to charity, but only on
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Chapter Four

Dealing Wisely With the Poor

In all three pillars on which the universe exists -- Torah, divine

worship (prayer) and lovingkindness -- Hacham Ezra excelled. He

perfected himself in all three.

Avot D'Rabbi Natan says (37:8) that there are 7 attributes

which pervade the Throne of Glory: wisdom, righteousness,

justice, lovingkindness, compassion, truth and peace, as it says

(Hoshea 2), "I will betroth you forever; I will betroth you in
righteousness and justice, in lovingkindness and compassion; I
will betroth you in faith and you shall know G-d." Rav Meir

explains that the phrase "You shall know G-d" teaches that a

person who possesses these attributes can, so to speak, know G-d's

Mind.

These seven attributes typified Hacham Ezra whether he was

sitting among his colleagues studying halacha in the bet midrash,

judging litigants in the bet din chambers, or engaging in his many

charity and chesed pursuits. Beginning with wisdom and ending

with peace, these 7 qualities existed in wonderful harmony in him.

As we will soon see, his serenity had an effect on all those with

whom he came in contact.
lrli:t

w'rt

gt ffoC hr *tf llk*
i
i

@ """,'""'""'' 
{'@ffft
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Bet HaNasi, his usual place of prayer.

He was also well versed in the ways of the world and knew

many disciplines and sciences. Many sought his advice when
negotiating and selling goods and property. His astuteness,

diligence and memory were phenomenal, and he often represented

and interrogated litigants before the bet din.

Rabbinical Contract
Hacham Moshe Dib Laniado was officially appointed and

given jurisdiction over the charity property belonging to the sages

and hachamim of Aleppo. As part of his role and special status, he

had the prerogative to build, fix, rent, lease and sell the property,
as well as receive all monies concerning the charity property.

He was given a special dispensation to implement compromises

on money claims and even to waive claims, as he saw fit.

Hacham Ezra was the first to sign the rabbinical contract, and

after him, another 16 Aleppo sages and rabbis signed.

Without delay, Hacham Laniado travelled to the village of
Kilaz near Aleppo to assess the state of the property which
belonged to the Hekdesh. After an exact and thorough
investigation of the property, he decided to sell all the properties

in the Arab neighborhood and with the money, purchase properties

in the Jews' Street.
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Then he swung into action and repaired whatever needed

fixing, after which he rented all the Hekdesh properties in the

Jewish neighborhood. He hired top professionals to advise him

concerning the potential of each property.

In this way, he faithfully and honestly ensured that the Hekdesh

property provided for the needs of the Jewish community in
Aleppo.
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opened at the beginning of the twentieth century. The city was also

a commercial and industrial center for the agricultural regions that
surrounded it. Many factories manufacturing and processing

textiles, carpets, soap, oil, food and leather were built in its center

and outskirts.

The Jews owned or served in key positions in the city's
factories and industries, which provided them with a comfortable
living. During their lifetime or at their passing, they bequeathed

properties, houses, and courtyards to the bet din, and the profits

were used to provide a livelihood for scholars and cover
communal needs as the dayanim saw fit.

The head of the bet din was appointed over the extensive

Hekdesh (charity property) in Aleppo, which included houses,

stores, and factories (the most famous of which was the

Matzbaniya -- a soap factory). He also was in charge of the
community taxes which were collected from the tax on shechita,
etc.

Over the years, the state of the charity property eroded, and it
fell into disrepair. Rooms had not been replastered in years, and

rickety walls had not been reinforced. The community's taxes

weren't paid in time and the bet din's income dwindled.

Seeing these developments, Hacham Ezra gathered the

dayanim and leaders of the community, and suggested appointing
Hacham Moshe Dib Laniado to administer the charity property on
behalf of the Bet Din. He was a sharp, brilliant Aleppo youth who
was very involved in community life.

Hacham Moshe Dib Laniado lost his sight at the age of five.
Despite this, he continued studying in the k'tab and studied
Talmud under Hacham Ezra Shayo. His diligence paralleled that

of his peers until he became one of the most proficient scholars in

Talmud, poskim and Responsa. He studied Torah day and night,

and was among the first to rise at the crack of dawn to pray in the
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Jewish woman

Upon hearing the grave claims of the family, goose pimples
came over the dayanim. They spoke feelingly to the
daughter-in-law about how her behavior completely contradicted
Jewish law and custom. The daughter-in-law attempted to defend

herself by claiming that the allegations against her were not true,

and she had never deviated from the accepted modesty of Jewish
women.

Throughout the deliberation, Hacham Ezra, the av bet din, sat

in his seat deep in thought, and didn't take part in the discussion.

The daughter-in-law continued to vigorously deny that she had

acted wrongly -- yet the family furnished proof that they were
right.

Suddenly Hacham Ezra banged on the table, and pointed an

accusing finger at the dayanim: "What do you want from her? She

didn't do such a terrible thing. After all, she only did it once."

"That's right!" the daughter-in-law hastened to confirm his

words. "I only did it once..."

Now that he had finished his role in revealing the truth,
Hacham Ezra resumed his silence, and let his colleagues finish the

deliberation as they saw fit.

Now that an admission had been extracted from the

daughter-in-law, the dayanim advised her to express regret and

undertake not to repeat such deeds in the future. This time their
heartfelt words fell on an ears that were prepared to listen and

accept their words.

H ekdesh ( Charity Prop erty )
Aleppo, the second largest city in Syria, was a central

commercial artery in the Middle East until the Suez Canal was
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Then HachamBzra stood up and said, "Perhaps I can find a way
to permit the woman to her husband even according to the laws of
Islam."

The kadi and sheikh nodded their heads, waiting to hear his

words.

Hacham Ezra then asked the husband, "The cracker you were

eating when your wife prepared the coffee -- was it fresh or dry?"

"Dry, very dry," the husband replied. "That's why I was so

thirsty," he excused himself.

Hacham Ezra turned to the kadi and sheikh and said, "It's
normal that when one eats a dry cracker, a few crumbs fall."

"True," the kadi and sheikh agreed.

Hacham Ezra then told the husband, "You told your wife that if
you would finish 'all' of the cracker and she hadn't brought you the

coffee, than you would divorce her."

"True," the husband confirmed.

Hacham Ezra explained, "Since the cracker was dry and

without a doubt crumbs fell from it, it was impossible for you to
eat 'all' of the cracker in your hand. If so, your wife didn't disobey

you and there was no basis for divorce. Your wife is therefore not

divorced and she is permitted to you."

The astonished kadi and sheikh heard Hacham Ezra's ruling,
and praised his acumen and genius. The two whispered to each

other in astonishment, "Fortunate is a people who has such

leaders ! "

Only One Time

A family came to Hacham Ezra's bet din claiming that their
new daughter-in-law had behaved unchastely, unworthy of a
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Several hours later, the husband became sober and realized the

gravity of his behavior. Because of his impetuosity, he had

divorced his wife and she was now forbidden to him! He didn't

want to divorce her, but how could he undo his words?

He anxiously headed for the local sheikh to ask how he could

cancel his declaration so he could live with his wife again. But the

sheikh wrung his hands and said, "According to the laws of Islam,

your wife is divorced! You have no possibility of retracting your

words because your wife didn't fulfill your will."

In his great distress, the Arab turned to his neighbors and told

them what he had done, while wailing and crying about his bitter

fate. The neighbors were not too impressed with the sheikh, and

they advised him to go to the Jewish hacham, Hacham Ezra,

whose wisdom could be relied upon to find a way to cancel the

divorce.

With buckling knees and a broken heart, the Arab headed to the

home of Hacham Ezra without delay. The hacham listened

carefully to the events that had led to his gloomy situation.

The Arab hoped that the Jewish hacham would annul his act of
divorce, but to his suqprise, Hacham Ezra refused to give a ruling.

"I cannot judge this alone," the hacham told the husband. "I will
only judge this case if the kadi and the sheikh invite me to judge

it before them."

The Arab turned to the kadi and the sheikh, and urgently asked

them to order HachamEzra to adjudicate his case before them.

They agreed to invite the Jewish hacham, and eagerly awaited

to see what he would say.

The husband again asked the judges to permit his wife to him,

and the kadi and sheikh again insisted that according to the laws

of Islam, he was divorced.
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"'A wicked man borrows and does not poy'," the hacham

announced the verse from Psalms, demonstrating that he had

reached his decision inculpating the borrower. He then explained,
"'A wicked man borrows' -- already at the time of the loan you

were a wicked man, signing your name so it would appear as a

forgery. 'And does not pay' -- so that at the time of payment, you

could deny it and claim you had never signed."

The borrower was furious at these harsh words, but Hacham

Ezra did not allow him to get away. After several minutes, the

borrower finally admitted to the dayanim that the hacham's words

were correct, and, in his great wisdom, he had perceived the truth.

The Crumbs That Remained

Another case that demonstrated Hacham Ezra's sagacious

wisdom became the talk of the town among both the Jewish and

non-Jewish citizens of Aleppo, bringing him much esteem.

One of Hacham Ezra's neighbors was an important Arab who

was an alcoholic. One evening he returned home drunk, and

ordered his wife to serve him a steaming cup of coffee. He

threatened her that if she wouldn't serve him the cup by the time
he finished eating a cracker, her end would be bitter.

The frightened woman rushed to boil up a cup of coffee for her

husband as he had ordered. She ran to the stove in the corner ofthe
house, quickly lit the charcoal, placed the kettle on it and waited
nervously for it to boil.

In the meantime, the husband sat on his couch nibbling his dry

cracker. He finished it before his wife had served him the coffee.
His fury was aroused at this perceived sign of disrespect, and he

shouted, "You are divorced!" "You are divorced!" "You are

divorced!" According to the laws of Islam, repeating these words

three times legally executes a divorce.
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To check this out, the dayanim asked for a recess and set a time
for another deliberation when they would give their decision. In
the meantime, the dayanim pondered the case and collected
several documents where the borrower's signature appeared. They
found that his claim was indeed correct. His signature on the
promissory note was different from his other signatures.

However, the lender vehemently insisted that the promissory
note was authentic and the borrower had signed it. The dayanim
were at a loss as to how to decide the case.

The dayanim weighed the evidence a second and third time, but
couldn't reach a decision. They decided to bring the case to
Hacham Ezra whose great wisdom had previously illuminated
challenging conundrums, forgeries and frauds.

The dayanim explained the claims of the two litigants,
presented documents the borrower had signed and the promissory
note, and briefly summarized the impasse they had reached.

After perusing the documents before him, HachamEzra asked

the borrower to appear so he could clarify several questions. When
the borrower walked in, Hacham Ezra immediately got down to
business.

yrN
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"Is this your signature?" he asked.

"It's not my signature," the man answered decisively. "I don't
sign this way. This signature is forged, as you can see from my
other signatures on the documents which the dayanim possess."

Hacham Ezra insisted, "Are you sure this is not your
signature?"

"Of course," the borrower insisted, upset that the hacham
suspected him.

Hacham Ezra asked the other dayanim, who were anxiously
watching developments from the side, to enter the room.y,,1N:
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sign a promissory note to repay the loan

on a specific date, as is required bY

halacha.

(See Shulhan Aruch Hoshen MishPot

70:l: "One may not lend without
witnesses even to a Torah scholar, unless

one takes a pledge. It is more praiseworthy

if one writes his loan in a deed. Whoever

gives a loan without witnesses

transgresses the commandment of "You
shall not put a stumblingblock before the

blind" and brings a curse upon himself.)

When the time of payment arrived, the

lender was stunned when the borrower Hacham Ezra Attiah

denied the loan. "I never took a loan," he

insisted. "I never asked you to lend me a thing and I don't owe you

one red cent."

The lender looked through his documents and found the

promissory note with the borrower 's signature. He showed the

man his signature, convinced he wouldn't have the nerve to deny

it.

But the man insisted, "That's not my signature'" He even

rebuked the lender, "I already told you that I never asked for or

took a loan from you -- not one red cent!"

In his distress, the lender turned to the bet din of Aleppo' The

dayanim sent the shammosh to order the borrower to appear before

the bet din. When the borrower entered the room, he confidently
repeated his claim that he had never taken a loan. He hotly

maintained that his signature on the promissory note was forged.

The proof he furnished was that he usually signed his name over

an entire line, and in the document, his signature appeared

differently.
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Feeling uncomfortable at inconveniencing the rav, the

defendant hesitantly spoke up, "The place he went to is far from
the bet din. It will take a long time until he reaches the tree..."

This was exactly what Hacham Ezra was hoping for. The
unwitting defendant didn't reahze that he had given himself away.

The hacham and the defendant continued to wait until the plaintiff
returned with the branch in his hand.

Hacham Ezra gazed a long time at the branch, and then said
staunchly, "The plaintiff was telling the truth! The branch itself
has confirmed the loan!"

At first, the defendant tried to deny it. "How can a branch
confirm or deny what was said in the Bet Din?" he demanded. But
Hacham Ezra quickly put him in his place by pointing out that he

himself had confessed to the loan by admitting that the tree was far
away.

Humiliated, the defendant conceded he had taken the loan, but
added that his present financial state didn't permit him to return it.
That was why he had decided to deny the loan.

Hacham Ezra took the man's hand and sharply rebuked him for
his behavior, and the hillul Hashem it had caused. Then he asked

the plaintiff to allow the man to pay the loan back in installments
over several months, which the borrower said he could do. The

pleased plaintiff agreed, and the affair ended peacefully.
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The Wicked Borrows But Doesn't Pay

The gaon Hacham Dovid Aniah shlita, the son of the Rosh

Yeshiva, Hacham Ezra Attiah, told of another case which reveals

Hacham Ezra's great acumen in arbitrating cases.

One person borrowed a sizable amount of money from another.

Before he received the money from the lender, the lender had him
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front of the rabbi. The humbled goldsmith returned home without

delay to restore the stolen gem to its owner.

An Entanglement

Another case which came before Hacham Ezra involved an

Aleppo Jew who complained that his neighbor had reneged on a
loan he had borrowed a long time before. The shammosh of the bet

din set a date for the litigants and invited the defendant to come at

the prescribed hour.

When the two entered the Hacham's chambers, each presented

his side of the argument. The lender related that he had given the

loan to his neighbor, but when the loan was due, the man denied

that he had even taken it. The defendant said in his defense that he

doesn't know what the plaintiff was talking about. He had never

needed such a loan.

Hacham Ezra turned to the plaintiff and asked him, "Do you

remember exactly where you gave him the money?"

"I remember the place," the man replied. "It was under a sturdy

tree with wide branches. We were standing in its shade when we

agreed upon the details of the loan."

Hacham Ezra asked the plaintiff to go to the place, pick off a
branch of the tree and bring it to the bet din. In this way, he

explained, he would be able, with the help of Hashem, to reveal

who was saying the truth.

The plaintiff left the bet din and set off for the tree where he had

given the loan to his neighbor.

In the meantime, Hacham Ezra was impatiently looking at his

watch and drumming on the table with his fingers, as if he was in

a rush. "Where is the plaintiff?" he said impatiently. "I have other

litigants outside and much work to do. Why is he gone so long?"
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The Juilge of All the Lanil

The Arab had asked the goldsmith to solder a weak section of
his ring. When he came to pick up the ring, the Arab realized that

the gem in the center of the ring had been exchanged for a less

expensive stone and accused the goldsmith of stealing it. The
goldsmith claimed that he had not touched the stone.

Both the goldsmith and the Arab staunchly maintained their
views. The Arab vociferated that the precious stone had been

exchanged for a cheaper one, while the Jew claimed he had done
no such thing and he was returning the same ring he had been
given to fix.

Finally the Arab agreed to the goldsmith's offer to have the case

arbitrated by Hacham Ezra, olt of the hope that the wise hacham
would vindicate him.

When it was their turn to enter the bet din's chambers, the Arab
asserted his claim, after which the goldsmith said his version.

Hacham Ezra meticulously questioned the defendant, and reached

the conclusion that the goldsmith was not telling the truth.

To prevent a hillul Hashem, Hacham Ezra told the litigants that
he wanted to see each privately so he could question them more

effectively. At first he asked the Arab several questions, and then

he asked the goldsmith to enter. When the goldsmith was with him
alone, Hacham Ezra told him conspiratorially, "Insist on your
version until the end. Don't let the court break you. Make sure that
G-d forbid you don't ruin the good name of the Jews..."

"Of course," the goldsmith beamed. "I'll keep my version until
the end and no matter what happens, I won't be broken by the
interrogation... "

Having obtained this partial admission from him, Hacham

Ezra's face turned stern. He demanded in an authoritative tone that
the goldsmith immediately return the gem to its owner.

The goldsmith was struck dumb, overcome with humiliation in
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Chapter Three

The ludge of All the Land

For forty-five years Hacham Ezra delivered judgments of truth.

While dealing with the financial and domestic affairs of Aleppo

Jews, HachamBzra frequently had to deal with what is called the

"Fifth Section" of the Shulhan Aruch -- those embroilments which

stem from jealousy, quarreling and neighborly discord.

Non-Jewish neighbors who had heard of the bet din's righteous

verdicts would respectfully come to Hacham Ezra for

adjudication. In addition to his encompassing knowledge and

mastery of Torah, he was well versed in worldly affairs, and the

way of life of both Jewish and non-Jewish city and village
dwellers.

Hacham Ezra resolved cases within a short period of time. With
great wisdom, he settled complicated cases with intricate
solutions. Litigants were interrogated without favoritism or
sanctimony until he arrived at a just verdict.

The Stone That Was Exchanged

A Jewish goldsmith living in Aram Soba once came with an

Arab litigant before Hacham Ezra. The presence of non-Jews in

the bet din's waiting room seeking the revered rav's arbitration was

a daily phenomenon that didn't attract attention.
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His Birth

halachic clarification. But concerning the actual ruling -- only
when other judges who render Torah law will support my ruling,
will I agree to join with them."

Before he signed his name at the bottom of the responsa, he

wrote, "Written by dust and ashes, Ezra Yishak Hamway..."
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His Birth

Marriage

It was only to be expected that Hacham Ezra would take an

active role in his students' marriage arrangements. Hacham Ezra

would sit together with the parents, and first discuss their financial

state. When a prospective offer was made, he finessed the

financial negotiations, and with great skill expedited matters so the

match could be closed quickly and the engagement celebrated. His
students knew that the sharp-witted and open-minded Hacham

Ezra was the one to go to for advice, and could be relied upon to

give each one the best counsel for him.

"Only Then Will I Agree to loin With Them"

Responsa and psakim were publicized in Hacham Ezra's name

in various anthologies and Torah journals, along with Aggadic and

homiletic expositions which he had delivered at various events.

They reveal a small part of his greatness in Torah and Aggada.

Many of his writings in Halacha and Aggada, as well as his

halacha correspondence with Torah sages on matters relevant to
current and future generations, remained in Aleppo. It is likely that
over the years, the writings were lost since no one knows of their

location. A small part of them were preserved by the family, and

later printed in the sefer "Vayisa Yaakov", published by his

son-in-law, Rav Yaakov (Elmaliah) Maleh.

Where one discovers his genius, one also discovers his
humility:

At the end of a long responsa that he wrote concerning a man

who rented his house to a friend and afterwards the house

collapsed, he discusses at length the words of the Talmud, and

then quotes the Rishonim and Aharonim. Despite this, his heart

wasn't at peace with his final decision unless other rabbis would

agree to his verdict. He wrote, "All this I wrote as part of the
wlm
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and orphans hastened to his door seeking his blessings.

Hacham Yehuda's book "Minhat Yehuda" received Hacham
Ezra's approbation, and contains two lectures which he heard fiom
Hacham Ezra. The following are several interesting lines fnrm
Hacham Yehuda's introduction:

"Since my book has little by way of quality and quantity, and is

unworthy of being offered to the public, and all the mo-re so tcr

sages and intelligent people, I decided to adorn it with 3 pleasant

lectures from my teachers. The first two are lectures from my

master and teacher, the crown of my head, my light and my

salvation, the holy rosh av bet din, an overflowing fountain
streaming from the Holy Sanctuary, a wall and tower, my master

and teacher Ezra Hamway..."

A Living Mussar Boak
Hacham Ezra taught his students according to a study method

which emphasized in-depth study and aimed for the truth" He

integrated these two motives with astonishingpilpul and svara.

The study sessions in his yeshiva included classes in mussar
and fear of G-d, which were graphically conveyed by Hacham

Ezra's own personal wisdom and fear of G-d. He implanted love

for Torah and total devotion to it in his students. These classes, in
which a mussar book was studied in concert with Torah study,
were called "Kav Hahomtin". The students spent an entire hour on

it each day. This study session left its mark on the students at the

time and on the generations to come.

Hacham Ezra's hallowed mien and manners were themselves a

living mussar book. One could learn living mussar from his
personal example which conformed to every paragraph and letter

mentioned in the Shulhan Aruch.
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Raise Up Many Students

Despite his occupation with the bet din, HachamEzra founded

a yeshiva in Aram Soba which was a magnet for all who sought to
acquire wisdom. Hacham Ezra placed particular importance on his

students' character development. His approach also involved
nullifying the materialistic world outside the yeshiva walls.

Many students streamed to his bet

midrash to learn from his Torah teachings
and his virtuous character. Hacham Ezra's
influence was pivotal in founding a

generation of exceptional Torah scholars

who went on to serve holy communities

and themselves founded new generations

of Torah scholars. Among his many
disciples are Hacham Rafael Shlomo
Laniado, who became rosh yeshiva of
Yeshivat Porat Yosef in Jerusalem;

Hacham Yehuda Aslan Attiah; Hacham
Yishak Chehebar, who went on to become
chief rabbi of Argentina; and many other
notables.

"And This to Yehuda"

Hacham Yehuda Aslan became known in his. youth as an

outstanding scholar proficient in the profundities of Torah, as well

as a man of humility who fled from honor. When he was offered
to serve as a rosh yeshiva, he firmly refused, although he agreed

to serve as a dayan in the bet din. In this function, Rav Yehuda
became known as a shining example of a scholar with broad

knowledge and mastery in all areas of Jewish law.

With time, as his reputation of a "miracle-worker" spread, his
home became a magnet for the ill and the despondent. Widows

Hacham Yishak Chehebar
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Hacham Ezra Abadi Shayo

in the bet din. After he had sat many years

in the bet din, and deliberated and

adjudicated on thousands of cases in
complete harmony with his colleagues, the
spiritual leadership of Aram Soba
appointed him as the Rosh Av Bet Din
(chief judge) of the Aram Soba

community, a distinguished role which he

filled until the day he immigrated to the
Holy Land in 1935.

In the bet din in which he presided, his

colleagues were Hacham Yom Tov Yedid
Halevi, Hacham Moshe Mizrahi and
Hacham Ezra Abadi Shayo, z/"/.

For 45 years, Hacham Ezra served in the
Bet Din and judged righteously. He was a
"partner" to G-d in the act of Creation, as

our sages tell us in Shabbat lOa: "Every
dayan who judges truthfully is as if he

became a partner to G-d in the act of
creation." Other scholars of Aram Soba

who were serving in the bet din and

recognized his expertise, acclaimed his
detailed analysis of litigants' claims, and

the clear and illuminating reasons he gave

for his judgment.

The bet din had wide jurisdiction to decide
matters affecting the Jewish community,

Hacham Moshe Mizrahi both in family affairs and civil
jurisprudence. The bet din's verdicts
received legal recognition and validity

from the Pasha, the Ottoman governor who ruled until the end of
1917, when the Turks were expelled from Syria and authority
passed over to the French.rTrff'
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"It's on Me"
By the time HachamEzra Hamway was ready to marry, he had

a reputation as a youth of outstanding spiritual stature, pure fear of
G-d and impeccable character traits. [t w'as obvious that he was

slated for greatness. The match suggested for him was the modest

and righteous Rachel, the daughter of Ezra Marcus. Together they

built a home which was a holy sanctuary, based on staunch pillars
of Torah. The holy Shechina could be sensed hovering over it.

Immediately after their wedding, Hacham Avraham Ades

offered to study daily with Hacham Ezra. This unexpected offer
was extremely tempting, and without thinking twice, Hacham

Ezra consented. His father-in-law, R' Ezra Marcus, who was

present during the discussion between the two, intervened and

asked, "And what will be with living expenses? How will Hacham

Ezra provide for his home?"

Hacham Avraham was not surprised at the question, and it
appeared that he had in fact prepared for it. "All of Hacham Ezra's

needs and livelihood will be on me," he said firmly. Hacham

Avraham didn't explain how he would be able to support his

havruta (learning paftner), but who could question whatever came

out of his holy mouth?

The Holy Rosh Av Bet Din
His diligence and toil in Torah study with his havruta Hacham

Avraham Haim Ades, boosted Hacham Ezra Hamway's stature,

and he gained proficiency in all areas of Torah study. After

becoming renowned for his astute, pure Torah study, he was

appointed Dayan at a young age in Aram Soba's bet din. He served

on the bet din together with other well known sages such as Rav

Shlomo Safdeye, Rav Yeshaya Dayan, Rav Yaakov Shaul

Hakohen Dweck, and Rav Eliyahu Hamway.

His perceptivity and sharpness was evident during his sittings
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centered on topics of Torah.

Hacham Avraharn's havruta in the bet midrash in Aleppo was

the famous Haeharrr Yishak Shrem. The elders of Aram Soba

would meRtion revenently that during the 40 consecutive days

between Rosh Hodesh Elul and Yom Kippur, the two studied

Torah together and engaged in the special tikkun called Tikkun
Karet. The two kept up this holy custom for several years.

Thcse testimonies reveal a little of Hacham Avraham Haim
Ades's illustrious life. It is no wonder that Hacham Ezra Hamway

totally hurnbled himself before his great mentor and saw in
Hacham Avraham the oxceptional qualities which our sages say

typify a true Torah scholar.

Foreign Elements Seek to Gain a Foothold

The influences beckoning to youth during that period were

many and diverse. Youth groups opened in the main cities, and the

Haskalah (Enlightenrnent movement) tried to sink its claws
wherever it eould. Hacham Avraharn Haim Ades will forever be

rernembered for his dauntlessn€ss when he slapped the cheek of an

Alliance enr.issary who stepped up to the teba to receive an aliya
On Shabbat. In front'of the entire community, the Hacham sent him
iiff the bima in disgrace. In this way he publicly demonstrated that
this accursed moverhent which had led Jewish children astray
from Torah and ertuwna would be given no foothold in Aleppo.

Bittoi reality showOd thlit the influence of an evil minority
couid stealthiiy overpower the Strong religious mores of an efltire
commuhity. Slipping down a slope is always easier than plodding
up the'steps to g,roatness, as the WisOst of all men stated (Kohelet

10:1), "Dead fl,ies will cause th€ apothecary's perfume to stink and

decay". One small fly can putrefy a large bowl of perfumed oil.
i*w$

-.aSio,&--*-



His Birth

yearning was to labor in the study of the holy Torah.

For eighteen years Hacham Avraham Ades's light guided the

illustrious scholars who became the leaders of the next generation:

The rosh av bet din Hacham Yosef Yedid Halevi, the rosh av bet

din, Hacham Ezra Hamway, the dayan Hacham Ezra
Abadi-Shayo, Hacham Ezra Attiah who later headed the

prestigious "Porat Yosef" yeshiva in Yerushalayim, and other

scholars who taught in Aleppo and Yerushalayim.

Like a Candle in Front of a Torch

Hacham Avraham's neighbor in Jerusalem, Hacham Rafael

Meir, was like a member of his household. He once related that

Hacham Avraham's eating schedule consisted of coffee and a roll
for breakfast, a roll and yogurt for lunch, and a little rice and soup

for supper.

Hacham Rafael Meir once summoned his courage and asked

him, "My master and father, the chariot of Israel and its foot
soldiers! Doesn't the Torah tell us, 'You shall greatly guard your

health'? How will my master have vitality to study Torah day and

night from such paltry nourishment?"

Hacham Avraham replied confidentially, "Hacham Rafael, I
greatly longed to see Rav Yisroel Baal Shem Tov to ask him why

he had merited such a sublime spiritual level. Finally I merited to

see him in a dream and was able to ask him this. He quoted the

verse, 'You who cleave to Hashem Your G-d are all alive today'

and explained that one who wants to achieve the superlative level

of total cleaving to Hashem, cannot pamper himself with lavish

food and clothes. He must keep his earthly needs to a minimum."

Throughout his life, Hacham Avraham was a person of few
words. He refrained from trivial talk and his speech primarily
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Reciprocal Love

Hacham Ezra received most of his Torah learning from
Hacham Avraham Haim Ades, whose many students later
assumed their place in the eastern wall of the Aram Soba

community. Despite Hacham Avraham's young age, HachamBzra
viewed him as his principal mentor whose stature was that of "a
rav similar to an angel." And Hacham Avraham's appreciation was
reciprocal. He felt immense love for his select student, and their
relationship was as close as that of father and son. Hacham
Avraham imparted to him a wealth of wisdom and Torah
knowledge.

Hacham Avraham Ades

Who was Hacham Avraham Ades, the teacher that Hacham

Ezra so admired and loved that he barely left his side?

Hacham Avraham Haim Ades was a scion of a distinguished
rabbinical family, a descendant of the illustrious Ades family who
were known for their achievements in Torah and pure fear of G-d.
(The family name had formerly been "Antebi". To distinguish
between their family and another Antebi family which lived in
Aleppo, the two families were referred to as "Antebi-Saka" and
"Antebi-Ades".)

He was known to have attained such lofty spiritual levels in the
secret and revealed parts of the Torah, that it was said he had a

"spark of ruach hakodesh (divine inspiration)."

Hacham Avraham Haim Ades's father was the gaon Hacham

Yishak Ades z/"/. While still a child, Hacham Avraham was

already studying with recognized Torah scholars. In addition to his
unusual diligence in Torah study, he was known for his saintliness
and sterling character. He barely attended to his material needs,

having cast aside This World and all its pleasures. His only
r"lNt
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His Birth

were taught in purity and holiness. Whenever there was a

suspicion that a slight breach might become entrenched, the

leaders of the community would alert the rabbis and together they

would take counsel on how to eradicate the scourge. In most cases,

the wisdom of the Torah sages thwarted the incursion before it
could take root, with the result that almost no serious spiritual

decay occurred in Aleppo.

It was related about the rav and dayan,

Haoham Shaul Dweck Hakohen, that he

merited to attain two "crowns". He was

blessed with the crown of Torah; arld he

also possessed the crown of wealth, for he

was an exceptionally rich man. He used

his vas.t wOalth to carry out charity and

justico, trs well as to run a number of
sdrtcational initiatives among the youth.

Hacham Shaul had tremendous

influenee on the community's youth, who

honofed him and accepted his authority
because of his status as the senior sage of
the cornfnunity. One of his practices Hacham Shaul Dweck

which is still well remembered was that Hakohen (zt"l)

eVefy Shabbzrt nooh, Hacham Shaul would
gathet the young lads in the bet midfash and chant with them the

entire Book of Tehillim aloud according to tradition. The entire

recital took over four hours.

After they were fin,ished, the lads remained in the knees to pray

Shabbat Minha and then came the time for the Seuda Shlishit.
Everyone sat around lestively laid tables to fulfill the misva of
Seuda Shlishit. The discussion was laced with Torah thoughts and

insights into current events which strengthened the Torah identity

of the participants for the following week
i'fpil
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His Birth

way to the k'tab where he learned until noon. He returhed home to
have a bowl of vegetable soup for lunch (the " gadai"), and then
returned to his studies in the k'tab untll evening. After rnaativ and
supper (the " asa"), he went to bed.

In the k'tab (Talmud Torah), Ezra learned the art of writing
"nus alam" -- with a half quill. The children learned caliigtaphy
and practiced it for an entire hour every day, writing both Loshon
Ilakodesh and Arabic. Destitute parents -- who barely knew how
to read and write -- took pride in their sons who could write with
a half-quill. This was a skill which usually oniy the rabbis and the
scholars were versed in.

Despite his young age, Ezra became friendly with Several
youths who diligently spent their days studying Torah. The study
halls in Aram Soba were full of sages and distinguished rnen from
whom one could absorb Torah and life wisdom. Ezra's thirst for
Torah brought him to learn from the city's sages, follow in their
way$ aequire their Talmudic rnethodology and be influenced by
their virtuous conduct. Ezra and his friends sat i,n their shadow and
learned from them.

Many of his friends later became famorlS: Hacham Shalom
Hadaya, Hacham Yishak Shrern, Hacham .Awaham l\dlos, and
Hacham Yehuda ben Efraim Dweck Hakohen.

Hacham Yehuda Hakohen's custom was to arise ht midnight
and study Torah with the city's merchants until the cf;ack of dawn.
During thO day, he taught students in the bet midrash. To make a
living, Hacham Yehuda sold religious artifacts.

Shabbat afternoon

The heads of the community were uncompromising when it
calhe fo iewish education. They were vigilant in educating the
youth in ahavat hatorah and unadulterated Jewish values, which
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His parents lived in the Bachsita

neighborhood, which was also known as

Charrat El Yahud, the "Jewish

neighborhood." This was a crowded

neighborhood where the poorer Jews lived.

Those who were more affluent lived in the

Jemiliya, a wealthy neighborhood located in

the suburbs of Aleppo.

Aspirations
The year Hacham Ezra was born -- 1860

-- was a pinnacle year for Aleppo Jewry. The

community flourished and produced legions

of first-rate Torah scholars.

The children were educated by the

excellent and devoted teachers of the k'tab (Talfiud Torah), who

aspired to produce as many scholars as possible. Among these

men of stature was Hacham Mordechai Abadi, Hacham Avraham

Eli HaKohen (Tawil), and Hacham Mordechai Yedid Halevi.

These "cedars of Lebanon" later became famous in the world of
Torah as mighty Torah scholars.

In those days, many parents not only couldn't pay school tuition

for a child, but they couldn't forego the monthly income that his

work would bring in. In many families, only one child received a

full formal education; the other children had to work to support the

family.

Even as a young lad, Ezra aspired to devote his life to his

Jewish studies. He was not attracted to earthly temptations, and

adopted an austere but healthy lifestyle from a young age.

His daily schedule was as follows: After a breakfast (called

" patLtr") consisting of bread, cheese and a cup of milk, he made his

Hacham Avraham Harari-Raful

4i8rq kBv'!\
ry?ffi

r#1Ns
I



r?'it
r'{*

frlt{3

His Birth 'i-

Chapter Two

His Birth

Hacham Ezra was born in 1860 to his
father, Hacham Yishak Hamway of
blessed memory (who was also known by
the nickname "Khabaz" -- "baker"), and

his mother, the modest and righteous
Senyar, of blessed memory. His parents
were humble, unassuming people, honest,
and faithful Jews, known in the
community for their good deeds and love
of Torah.

Distinguished Lineage

Hacham Ezra was descended from holy,
exalted individuals whose lineage went all
the way back to the Davidic house of

Hacham Ezra, zt"l royalty. The illustrious gaon and sadik,
the elderly sage of all Aram Soba

hachamim in the last generation, Hacham Avraham Harari-Raful
zt"l, mentioned that the verse "A sprout will come from the trunk
of Yishai, and a shoot will blossom from its roots..." (Isaiah I 1: l)
hints to this. The initials of the verse's first five words spell the
name Hamway.



An Illustriou s C ommunity

Rav Avraham Antebi, (zt"l)

"I testify that as long as Aleppo Jews

maintained these proper customs, the

Jews had light in their dwelling

places. They suffered no grief or

worries, and no Jew suffered injury.
The verse, 'One who observes

misvot shall know no evil' was

fulfilled in these generations. As

long as the Jews maintained this

custom, there was abundance and

everything was cheaP and easilY

obtainable. MoneY was not

important, worry did not abide in

men's hearts, and no one died before

their time.

"I can say about that generation, 'Your people are all righteous

men..."'

It was in this rarified spiritual community that the pure light of

Hacham Ezra Hamway, the future rosh av bet din of Aram Soba,

dawned and grew into a powerful radiating orb of light.
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An lllustrious Community

One of Aleppo's synagogues in ruins

"On erev Shabbat, oil would be ordered and many lights would
be lit in every shul. The shuls glowed with light. Most of rhe holy
congregation would come -- almost every person was present -- to
recite the Book of Tehilim together in one group, saying each

word out loud. Afterwards, they would recite the entire Shir
Hashirim. This was also done on every erev Rosh Hodesh.

"The holy congregation came to shul fired by fervor and
yearning. The lit-up shul was truly majestic.

"That man [Hacham Yedidya] would say that the verse 'The

yoke was broken because of the oil' -- meaning that the yoke of
servitude to Sanheriv was broken due to the 'oil' [late night Torah
studyl imposed by King Hizkiyahu -- could be applied to Aram
Soba Jews.

iI,,1'
Without Worries

Hacham Avraham Antebi concludes his description:
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An lllustrious Community

Soba, related in his sefer Hochma U'mussar the extraordinary

fidelity of the community to Torah study:

"This is what I saw in my
youth. Hashem aroused the spirit

of a scion of the Davidic dynasty

called Hacham Yedidya Dayan.

He girded his loins like a warrior
to arise before midnight, and,

accompanied by one of the

synagogue's shammoshim,
knocked on all the doors of the

Jews'homes so they would come

to shul at midnight.

"They immediately arose from

their beds. There wasn't one who

ignored his call and didn't go to
the synagogue. I am sure that the

majority of our community would

arise after midnight to come to

shul' The Taiva in the Eastern

"They formed different wing of the Main Synagogue

groups. In one group, which my humble self belonged to, were the

young Torah scholars who studied gemara and Tosafot. There was

another group that studied Shulhan Aruch Oreh Haim presided

over by a Torah scholar who clarified the text and helped them

understand it. Another group studied the holy Zohar, and yet

another group books of Mussar such as the Reshit Hochma and

Kad HaKemah. The Shechina rested on each group of ten who

were studying.

"Every Thursday night, there were a few men who went to the

synagogue at the beginning of the night and studied Tikkun

Tzemah until the morning.
p'il
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-

rav and av bet din, whose study of Torah is extremely sharp and
who is proficient in every Torah wisdom including every aspect of
kabbala. Nothing is hidden from him in all the Talmud."

Sp eaking Lo shon H ako desh

Here is another description which was recorded by the Shelah
HaKadosh, Rabbi Yeshaya Horowitz, in the memoirs of his
journey in the year 5382 (1622) which he senr to his family in
Prague:

"We arrived safely in Syria before Yom Kippur. We came to a
mother city in Israel, to the holy congregation of Aram Soba
bef,ore the holiday of Sukkot and delayed there until Monday, the
week of Parshat Lech Lecha. The tremendous honor, fiiendship
and warmth which we were shown is indescribable. I was treated
with as much honor and splendor as if I was sitting in the holy
congregation in Prague. They were anxious to hear my Torah and
came morning and night to my door. They all speak Hebrew, and
whenever I gave a lecture, I gave it in Hebrew and it was

understood very well."

uflt
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Setting Aside Time for Torah

An immutable centuries-long tradition of keeping daily fixed
times for Torah study has been upheld till today by both old and
young Aram Soba Jews.

Setting aside fixed times for Torah study was viewed as an

untamperable practice [that bore fruits in This World while
leaving the main reward for the World to Come] as our sages say
(Kiddushin 40b), "Rav Hamnuna said, "The first thing a person is
judged for is his Torah study."l

The great Hacham Avraham Antebi, the av bet din of Aram
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Aleppo produced rabbis, roshei av bet din, roshei yeshivot and

poskei halaqha who faithfully served Jewish communities in the

east and west. The light which w35 given off by Algppo's sages

still shine"' and their pleasant scent ca$ still be detected from afar.

Wise, Intelligent Sages

Visitors and tourists who passed through Aleppo's gates were

often amazed at the community's impressive spiritual level and

enviable soc-ial atrnospherq. Rav Levi ben Haviv wrote in a

respensa, (Shaalot Utshuvot Maharalbah, #45): "When seeking for
r-ry path to holiness, t lived in Aram Soba and found wise,

intelligent people who set aside times fbr Torah study and learned

halacha every day from the Chapter of Elu Naarot. I learned with

them with rnueh affection and warmth."

A Polish Torah sage, Rav Mordechai bar Shmuel Yaffa

Ashkenazi, moved to Israel around the year 5505 (1134). On his

way he passed through Aleppo and tarried there for several

months. He writes in his memoirs:

"What can I say? What should I mention of the wonders and

miracles which the Rock of all the World performed for me when

I passed dangerous seas and rivers until I came to the holy

community qf Aram Soba, which is in Syria, the corridor to

Jerusalem, near Aram Naharayim. It is a metropolis of princely

rabbis, who are pious and virtuous. Some are occupied with

kabbala and others peruse the Talmud. Night and day, summer and

winter, are all the same to them. They get up in the middle of the

night and dispel slumber from their eyes to labor in Torah until the

crack of dawn.

"When I came to this holy place, I said to myself, "Blessed is

Hashem who left behind such protectors so that the world remains

in existence because of their deeds! They have at their head an

angel [he was referring to Hacham Shmuel Laniado] who is a great
,Ylt
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A Sanctuary for Hashem

The following interesting story was taken from a manuscript
written by one of the Rishonim:

"When King David built the foundations of the Western Wall,
he was out from morning to evening supervising the workers.
When Yoav ben Seruya saw this, he reflected that he too would
like to build a house for Hashem. Then one night, King David was
told in a dream that he could not build the Sanctuary. Since he had
waged wars and had shed much blood, his son Shlomo instead
would build the Sanctuary.

"King David reached Aram Soba, and Yoav ben Seruya
captured it. When the king gave it to him as a present, Yoav said,
'Now I will build a synagogue for G-d.' He brought workers and
they built a synagogue which is still in possession of the Jews
today. Yoav himself carried heavy stones on his shoulder up the
ladder to be placed on the wall.

"One day, Yoav thought in sorrow, 'The Holy One will surely
not leave the Sanctuary that Shlomo built, to rest His Shechina on
my building!' Immediately a voice went out from heaven and told
him, 'Yoav! Yoav! The two Sanctuaries will be destroyed but your
synagogue will remain!"

wls
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A Holy Community

Aleppo was a flourishing Jewish community throughout most
of Jewish history. Aleppo's Torah sages guarded over the city, and
also affected events in Jewish communities around the world. The
Torah world gained treasures in Halacha and Agada, and the
revealed and hidden portions of the Torah from Aleppo's sages.

Questions on all sections of the Shulhan Aruch were sent to their
sages and their decisions and opinions were highly regarded for
their clarity, depth and perceptivity.
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An lllustrious Community

The name "Halab" also comes down from ancient times. Rav

Petachya of Regensburg (the brother of Rabeinu Yishak Halavan

of the Baalei Tosfot) relates in his book "The Sojourns of Rabbi

Petachya":

"Halab is Aram Soba. So why is it called Halab? Because

Avraham Avinu's sheep pastured on the mountain, and steps led

down from the mountain so he could offer milk lchalav rn
Hebrew] to the poor..."

Halab Jews possessed a different version of this legend.

Avraham Avinu had a cow called "Shahaba" (white). The phrase

"Halab a-shahaba" which means "to milk a cow" became one of
the city's nicknames ("A-shahaba"). The non-Jews of Aleppo

would use this nickname.

wlK
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An Illustrious Community -

cantillation and grammatical pronunciation, slowly and carefully.

After the prayers, they studied the daily portion of Hok
L'Yisrael while still wearing their tallit and tefillin. Only after they
had finished it, did they set off for their homes to eat breakfast.
They then took a short rest, after which they headed for their
businesses.

The general attitude was that as soon as they were able, they
finished work and returned to their Torah study.

This unique daily schedule enabled them to support themselves
honorably while ensuring that each achieved many hours of Torah
study every day.

A number of hachamim were supported by stipends provided
by Hekdesh funds, which were set aside for those who devoted
themselves to full-time Torah study. This weekly stipend -- the
"Jumaya" -- was paid every Friday to 40-50 select scholars who
had proved their excellence by being tested at the end of every
week.

Soba the son of Terach

The city's name "Aram Soba" -- or its better known name
"Aleppo" [Halab], goes all the way back to the beginning of
history, as is recorded in Seder HaDorot:

"Terach the father of Avraham, took another wife in his old age

whose name was Phelila. She bore him a son called 'Soba'. Soba

the son of Terach was thirty years old when he had Aram, Achlin
and Meryech. Aram the son of Soba had three wives who gave
birth to twelve sons and three daughters. G-d gave Aram wealth
and property and much cattle and he spread out very much. Aram
and his brothers went and found a valley a distance from the east,

and he built there a city which he called Aram. This is Aram
Soba."
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the community's sharfimosh

would go around knocking with
his staff on the windows of
Jewish homes, calling both

scholars and common Jews by

name. He would chant in

singsong a suitable verse of
prayer or a supplication which
appealed to him at the moment.

No one complained at being

awoken in the middle of the night.

To the contrary, the shammosh

was greeted with blessings and

words of gratitude. "7ilkeh
l'misvot, shammosh!" the Aram

Soba Jews would say, or
" B'simchat banecha, shammo sh! "

The Jews gladly paid him for this
"service." The "Taiva" in "Midrash" in Aleppo

Everyone would rise from
their sleep, get dressed, and enter the Great Synagogue, the

Midrash Bet Nasi, the Midrash Seflor Moshe, and other kneesim

(synagogues). On Friday nights, they would sing prayers of
supplication and during the weekdays would study Torah.

After Tikkun Hasot, the men would sit down in groups and

begin to study together. One group studied gemara and another

studied Tur Hoshen Mishpat and Bet Yosef under the guidance of
the leading dayan who was the av bet din of Aram Soba. Another

group studied Mishnayot, a third studied Mussar from the sefer

Reshit Hochma, and a fourth read the Zohar. Everyone engaged in

Torah study until the break of dawn.

At daybreak, they would prepare themselves for the morning

prayers. They said every word of prayer according to its proper mir?'
lslt(
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delectable Shabbat foods, and in the name of their city, which was

mentioned in the Tenach.

They were especially proud of their sages. Aram Soba was a
city of scholars and savants who were famous for their genius and
astuteness. Aleppo sages kept their distance from empty casuistry,
instead seeking the straightforward svara. They preferred silence,
but when they spoke, their words were brief and sharp. When
saying homiletics, their tongues would drop sweet pearls of
wisdom, but when it came to rendering a just legal decision, they
were staunch and unyielding. Their clothes were reflned and their
walk was majestic. They were certain of their views and knew

their self worth. They
demeaned misplaced piety
and loved men of wisdom.
They enjoyed humorous
insights, and their
day-to-day talk -- as is true
of genuine Torah scholars
-- was worthy of study.

Even though a number of
Aram Soba scholars
supported themselves by
engaging in business, they
reckoned their business as

a necessary nuisance,

while their Torah study
was cherished as their
main passion and interest.

Masses of Scholars

m$,Y

How did the Aram Soba sages study Torah?

This was the ages old custom of the community: At midnight,

Map of Middle East
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An lllustrious Community

Chapter One

An lllustrious Community

Aleppo, known since ancient times as "Aram Soba", was home

to a large Jewish community of rabbis, Torah scholars, and faithful
Jews for many centuries. Illustrious men trod its streets,

alleyways, and marketplaces. Many of these men of stature

concealed their virtue and their rich spirituality under a thick veil.

[The thick walls they erected would have been impenetrable were

it not for the tiny cracks here and there which allowed a tiny ray

of light to shine on the aura that surrounded Aleppo's sages.l

What hasn't been said already about this magnificent city?

Aleppo Jews were known for their virtue and purity, their
cleverness and acumen, their sterling behavior, their refined ways

and even their common talk. Their genius in Torah study

encompassed both the esoteric and revealed parts of the Torah.

Their holiness was such that they were able to affect mighty

salvations when necessary.

Above all, they were known for their loyal transmission of the

Torah through the generations. The fiery embers of Torah study

were fiercely guarded by the Aram Soba Jewish community. The

members of the community have continued to guard their tradition
wherever they have settled until this very day.

Aram Soba Jews took pride in their city, and their city took

pride in them. They were proud of its climate and its springs. They

were proud of their poets and hazanim. They took pride in their nrt
utl(
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Introduction

blessed memory. He led the illustrious Jewish community in
Aleppo for over 50 years, and throughout that time was known for
his resolute devotion to Torah, immense fear of G-d, unmitigated
piety and gracious humility.

Upon the sixtieth anniversary of his passing it is our privilege
to memorialize this great man by publishing this book. By
recounting and publicizing his deeds and practices, he will stand
as an inspiration and testimony for generations to come.

I want to thank all those who assisted in the publication of this
book: my dear mother, Naomi, and my brothers Rav Nissim
Shmuel and R' Avraham Rafael, and their wives; my sister Rachel
and her husband Rav David Shtaiat; and special gratitude to my
wife, Shifra, may they all be well and healthy.

Special appreciation to the extended Hamway family who live
in the U.S., for their emotional and financial support for the book,
and their great enthusiasm to see this work about our distinguished
ancestor come to light. May Hashem bless them with health,

wealth, contentment and nahat, and make their fondest desires

come true.

Asher Ezra Hamway
Beitar Ilit, Israel

Kislev, 5765
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Introduction

"When the lips of a king speak insightfully, his mouth will not

be faithless in judgement." (Prov. 17:10)

The "king" referred to in this verse is "a wise man who sits in
judgement". King Shlomo, the wisest of all men, briefly defines

the unique persona of "a wise man who sits in judgment."

The concept of "king" embodies rare and precious qualities. A
king rules but is not ruled, guides but is not guided, leads but is not

led. Although it is every person's duty to rule himself and

overcome his evil inclination, when one is sitting in judgment, the

duty is sevenfold greater. Every person has feelings and personal

desires that influence his personal avodat Hashem, but one who is

"a wise man sitting in judgment" must subjugate his personal

feelings so he will rule only in accordance with the Torah's

dictates -- uncompromised by the slightest deviation from the

truth, awe of others, the desire to find favor, the temptation to
flatter or seek unfair compromises.

A judge who truly wants to dispense justice and be a partner to

G-d in the act of creation by judging truthfully, must possess the

quality of "royalty." If he rules over himself and prevails over his

emotions, he will not be swayed by the intrigues of the litigants

appearing before him. It is assured that his lips will speak

insightfully, and he will not rule erroneously.

These words are appropriate to the behavior and way of life of
our progenitor and grandfather, "the wise man who sat in
judgment" in Aleppo, Hacham Ezra bar Yishak Hamway, of
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Saul J. Kassin, Chief Rabbi tt Nti'l lti'l ,ftla .' ,lNU

A Word of Tribute

This precious book Ish Haya Baarets, the biography and excerpt of
he Gaon Rabbi Ezra Hamway A.H. was brought to me for review.
It was written by his great grandson Rabbi Asher Ezra Hamway.

In reading this book, one will be impressed, influenced and
enlightened by the wisdom, traits and piety of Hacham Ez,ra and
his contemporaries.

This book will create in the reader a desire to elevate to greater
spiritual heights. Even the common people of those days had
ambitions for eternal goals and values.

I recommend every man and woman acquire and read this valued
book. It will create an incentive to reach spiritual elevation.

Fortunate are the descendants who financed and helped complete
the Hebrew and English contents of this book lezakot et harabim
-- to give merit to the many.

May the zechut of Rabbi EzraHamway A.H. beseech blessings
of long life, good health and happiness to all his descendants.
Amen.
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