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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
IN REPLY REFER TO

QMGMY 293
Grushkevich, Aron
SN 32 501 788
3February 1949
Mr. Leon Grushkevich
The Anglo-Palestine Bank Limited
Haifa, Palestine
Dear Mr. Grushkevich :

More than three years have elapsed since the cessation of
nostilities of World War II which cost the life of your son, the
late Sergeant Aron Grushkevich.

Full consideration has been given to all available informa-
tion pertaining to your son since he was listed as killed in action
when the aircraft, of which he was a crew member, crashed into
the North Sea on 18 November 1943, The records reveal that this
aircraft was one of a number of planes taking part in the
bombardment of Kjeller Field, Oslo, Norway. After the Squadron
had completed its mission and was returning to the base in Eng-
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land, it was attacked by enemy aircraft. As suddenly as the
attack began, it ended, and the Squadron continued on toward
its base. Although your son’s plane suffered severe battle damages,
it proceeded to within fifty miles of the coast of England at
which point, it is believed, the fuel supply became exhausted
and the aircraft crashed into the choppy North Sea. The plane,
upon hitting the water, broke into two pieces, and only one wing
remained above the water. The pilot of another aircraft, which
also participated in this mission, circled the scene of disaster for
thirty minutes. One or two survivors were seen in the water,
and dinghies were dropped to them before the plane proceeded
to the base.

Subsequent to the crash, five aircraft from Shipdham,
England and Air-Sea Rescue Aircraft conducted extensive searching
operations in the general area in which the aircraft crashed;
however, these operations proved negative in as much as no trace
could be found of your son’s aircraft or its crew members.

In view of the strong currents which flowed out to the open
sea and the cold and rough waters prevailing at that time of the
year, it would have been impossible for any of the crew to survive
long enough to reach shore, which was fifty miles away; there-
fore, the only conclusion which can be reached is that they perished
in the Norh Sea.

Investigations were conducted in an effort to determine whether
the remains of your son and his crew members were among those
recovered from the coasts of England and Holland; however, none
of these remains could be associated with your son and his crew
members.

After a detailed study of the negative reports of the searching
operations and the pertinent facts regarding this case, the Depart-
ment of the Army has been forced to conclude that the remains
of your son and his nine comrades are not recoverable. Although
we have amended our records to reflect this conclusion, you may
rest assured that this does not forever end the possibility of future
investigation should any credible evidence come to our attention.

Realizing the extent of your grief and anxiely, it is not easy
to express condolence to you who gave your loved one under
circumsances so difficult that there is no grave at which to pay
homage. May the knowledge of your son’s honorable service to
his country be a source of sustaining comfort to you.

Sincerely yowrs,
JAMES F. SMITH
Major, QMC
Memorial Division
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GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE

IN REFLY PLEASE QUOTE DISTRICT COMMISSIONER’S OFFICES.
£ U AP S P AL HAIFA DISTRICT.
HAIFA.

Dear Mr. Grushkevich,

I was so very sorry to read in the newspaper today that it
is officially stated that your son, who was reported missing such
a long time ago, was KkKilled.

I feel that there is little that I can say to you by way of
C-Jnsolation, and though there may be some who would think
that the ending of the uncertainty and suspence should in some
way be a relief, in my view nothing can change the hard fact
of the final news.

At any rate, believe me that you have my sincere and hearth-
ful sympathy: and I hope that you may be able to draw some
little consolation from the knowledge that he died in a most
worthy cause.

Yours most sincerely
(—) A.N.Law
District Commissioner Haifa
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