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he filled his Sabbath-day with an atmosphere of joy and of
studying of the Holy Scriptures.

Dr. Albert Sulke wrote many essays on dentistry in Ger-
man papers as well as, later, in Hebrew ones; furthermore he
translated many essays from the English professional papers
and had them printed in the German ones. In Jerusalem he
initiated yearly meetings of the dental surgeons, which took
place mostly on “Lag b’Omer",

After his marriage with Dr. Pnina Philippowski his house
was always open for guests: friends and relatives, colleagues
of profession and representatives of science from Israel and
abroad met there.

Dr. Abraham Albert Sulke died in Jerusalem after a short
illness on 7. Ab 5714 (6. August 1954). His death is a great
loss for his house, for science, and for traditional Judaism. He
will never be forgotten by all who knew him |




XIX

still devote himself to his studies. In the next year he went
over to the university of Leipzig. There he took quarters with
his aunt Regina Weissmann. In the meantime he was called to
the army. Soon he was appointed officer and in his free time
could continue his studies in Leipzig, for the quarters of his
regiment were not far from there. Later on he worked in an
army hospital. In 1917 he was allowed to return to his studies,
and he passed his examinations with the mark ,Very well“. After
having attained the degree of , Doctor” as well, he immediately
began to work as a dental surgeon in Thorn, near the Russian
frontier. When the town was taken over by the Poles, he chose
Hannover for his residence. There he was appointed director of
the department for jaw-injuries in thearmy hospital. He acquired
much knowledge in this special line and was an acknowledged
specialist for jaw injuries for all his life. In Hannover he succeeded
in his work, became very popular and respected and induced
his parents to join him there.

In 1933, after the new government had been established
in Germany, he made a trip to Eretz-Jisrael; in these very days
his mother died in Hannover, some days before Rosh Hashanah
5694 (his father had died long before, in 1925); so Albert Sulke
returned to Hannover. But his resolution was taken: He would
leave Germany and settle in Jerusalem ; for this town he had
come to love with all his heart.

In 1938 he carried out this plan, and he began to work
in the General Sick Fund of the Israel Labour Party. In the
course of time Dr. Albert Sulke was appointed Head of the
Dental Clinics of this sick fund, all over the country.

Already as a high school pupil Albert Sulke was a Zio-
nist; he took part in Zionist activities when studying at the
university; and a Zionist he remained until his last day. His
many strolls in the old city of Jerusalem and his excellent
knowledge of it were famous among his friends. Dr. Sulke loved
the Holy Scriptures and always found time to study them. He
was faithful to the tradition of his forefathers: in Hannover he
did not receive his patients on Sabbath-day, and in Jerusalem
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traces are lost. The Sulke family was living in Gnesen for some
generations. The first Sulke, known to us, was Leib Sulke; his
son Samuel was the father of Abraham Sulke, who established
the transport business of A. Sulke. The wife of Abraham Sulke
was Auguste Lewitt from Poznan. Their two sons inherited the
business, but it remained in the hand of the second son, Israel
Isidor, only, for the elder one, Mosheh Moritz, died in 1918.
Their descendants are living in U. S. A, Israel and Germany.
The eldest son of Isidor, Abraham Albert, died in Jerusalem ;
to his memory the following appendix is dedicated. Other
families named Sulke left Gnesen already in the nineteenth
century, some of them for Breslau and some for Prenzlau ; their
descendants are living in U. S. A. and in Argentina. A
descendant of the Pestachowski family, Mrs. Miiller, is living in
Los Angeles. As living in Israel there are to be mentioned still
Mrs. Irma Bein, née Jiidel, and Margot Forder. Relatives of the
Ludwig family are living in Stockholm.

These details were obtained from the members of the
respective families and therefore could be given here.

Appendix.
Dr. Abraham Albert Sulke.

Abraham Albert Sulke was born in Gnesen in Tamuz 5656
(June 1896) as son of Isidor and Jenny Sulke (née Fischer, from
Kempen). His father was a very able and industrious man, his
mother was intelligent, clever and active. Albert learned at the
high school of his native town, and, besides in his studies, he
distinguished himself, when the drama ,Philotas* of Lessing was
being performed by the students. This event was mentioned in
the yearly report of the high school, and special attention was
called to Albert Sulke's outstanding performance. In spring 1914
he passed his examinations and went into business in Berlin.
But after a short time he went over to the university, where he
inscribed for medicine and showed special interest in dentistry.

When World War | broke out he could, in the beginuing,
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mans that thus was decided. Of more importance was the case
of a Jewlsh soldier, who was sent home from the front because
of poor health, during the days of the “inner peace” in 1915,
He was defamed of having deserted the army, but his offender
was punished by court with a penalty of ninety marks. The
opinion of Professor Meier, that the number of Jewish high
school pupils was in no proportion to that of non-Jewish ones
was not a very impartial one. He also asserted that only the
riches of the Jews were the reason that many of their children
were learning in high schools; but really there were still other
reasons for it!

Chapter XII.
The new Residences of former Gneseners.

On the whereabouts of many families who were living in
Gnesen for many decades, nothing can be said. But the follo-
wing could be traced: Some of the descendants of the Oelsner
family are living in the State of Israel, same as Mordechai
Martin Basch. One of the descendants of the Sprinz family,
Mrs. Leah Bar-llan, is living in Tel-Aviv. Some of the descen-
dants of the Powidzer family are living in Israel. The head of
the family (who are calling themselves “Ponder” in America),
Wilhelm Powidzer, died there. His children are living in Brazil,
same as Siegmund Ohnstein. Descendants of the Tasiemki
family are living in New-York. The Kurtzig family came once
from Inowrazlaw to live in Gnesen. To this family belonged
the oil mill owner Fritz Kurtzig, whose son is living in Berlin
and whose grandchildren and other relatives are living in U.S.A.
and in Montevideo. Furthermore belonged to this family the
singer Elsbeth Levysohn-Lee, who died in Theresienstadt,

Mrs. Mader in New-York is a descendant of the Bitter-
mann family. Some of the descendants of the Lowenthal family
(or Dzialiner-Léwenthal) are living in U S. A. and in London,
f. i. Johanna Kuttner, née Lowenthal. The watchmaker Philipp
Lowenthal was living in Wiirzburg until 1933 ; thereafter his
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death in 1912. During World War | many of the young members
of the congregation went to the front, and about 25 of them
fell there. Among these were two brothers Abramczyk, Salo
Jacobson, the son of the rabbi, and the student Ludwig Franz
Meier, who bequeathed a considerable sum for the Zionist funds.
Many of the Jewish soldiers from Gnesen were decorated with
badges, f. i. the eldest son of the rabhbi, Jacob Jacobson, Rudolf
Spitz, Siegfried Levin and others.

Chapter X.

The Jews of Gnesen and Eretz-Jisrael.

Eretz Jisrael was always dear to every Jew of Gnesen.
Everybody was aware of the fact that Jews had always been
residing in the land of the fathers, and everybody was ready
to assist their brethren there by financial help. This was mainly
done by the means of the Alliance Israélite Universelle ; but
donations were also given directly to hospitals and other
institutions, following the initiative of Dr. Salvendi who devoted
himself much to this kind of activity. One of the most impor-
tant donators was Tobias Daniel. When the Shaare Zedek Hos-
pital in Jerusalem was being built, some considerable donations
were sent for this purpose from the Jews of Gnesen. Later on
the Zionist Organization took over all activities on behalf of
Eretz Jisrael and succeeded in recruiting large sums,

Chapter XI.
Antisemitism in Gnesen.

Generally there was good understanding beiween all ci-
tizens of the town. But sometimes it occurred that the Poles
called forth hate against the Jews and prohibited almost offici-
ally to buy in the shops of the Jews. “Poles with Poles“ was
then the battle cry of hate. A special case was that of the Jew
Hamburger: he was not accepted as a member of the riflemen’s
guild (“Schiitzenverein®), because there had never been a Jew
member of it. It was in a meeting of 45 Poles and nine Ger-
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Chapter VIIL
The Cemetaries.

The ancient cemetary was situated near the railway station
in Warschauerstreet. The cemetary, better known to our gene-
ration, which was still in use in the end of the nineteenth cent-
ury, was situated at the end of Friedrichstreet, opposite the
barracks of the 49th infantry regiment. This spacious cemetary
was kept very well in order; it contained a hall (Ohel) and all
the necessary accessories. In this cemetary the dead were buried
from the middle of the nineteenth century, and it remained in
use for about 60 years.

In the beginning of the 20th century the congregation
bought a new place for the burying of their dead, in a suburb
of Gnesen. From that time the ground was given free of cost.
This cemetary was arranged after thorough planning; it was
surrounded by a high iron lattice and contained a spacious
Ohel and the rooms necessary for the washing of the dead
(Taharah) a. s. o. In this Ohel there were also held the memorial
services, which had formerly been done near the respective
graves. The tombstones of this cemetary showed already the
difference between richand poor. A gardener kept the place very
well in order so that it made the best impression on every
visitor. This last cemetary, situated in Tremessenerstreet, was
plained by the Germans after they had conquered the town in
1939. They used the place for the storing ofall kinds of materials,
and building materials are being stored there up to this day.

Chapter IX.
Jewish Soldiers in the Prussian Army.

Three Jews took part in the war of 1864 and ten in that
of 1870/1. Among them was the physician Dr. Paradies, who
distinguished himself in both these wars; he died in Gnesen in
1905. Leopold Hirschberg died of his wounds in war, and a
memorial-plate was hung for him in the synagogue. The sol-
dier Marcus Brachvogel was honoured by the veterans at his
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Chapter VIL
The Schools of the Congregation.

There was an elementary school for Jewish -children,
established by the government, and a Sunday School, establi-
shed by the congregation. The elementary school was establi-
shed in the fourth decade of the nineteenth century; its first
headmaster was B. Stenzel, who in 1863 celebrated the jubilee of
being headmaster of the school for 25 years. In 1868 we find
Emanuel Mandus mentioned as being headmaster of the school.
Three tutors were teaching there for several decades, among
them the father of the physician Dr. L. Wolff. In the beginning
of the nineteenth century there were still three teachers activein
Gnesen and one more was retired, A. Rakwitz, who was a very
learned man and gave private lessons to high school pupils
who had come from out of town; for this purpose he himself
still learned the Greek language with the headmaster of the high
school as an old man. Later on the teachers Pinkus, Katz and
Hirschberg were working at the same time. When Katz had
died, only [I. Hirschberg remained as headmaster and teacher
simultaneously, for the number of the pupils had much diminished.
In 1920 Hirschberg went to Berlin ; there he was teacher in a
general elementary school until his death at the age of 55, in
1926. His wife came from the family of Powidzer in Gnesen.

The Sunday school was established only in 1869, especially
as a , Talmud Thorah”. The local rabbi was the headmaster of this
school and gave also many lessons. Besides him, the teachers
of the elementary school were teaching there. The lessons were
given on Sunday morning and on Wednesday afternoon, mostly
in the rooms of the elementary school. In this building there
were also rooms, in which the organizations held services
sometimes. The memory of deceased members was honoured by
plates bearing their names, which hung in these rooms.

What has become of the building and its manyfold stock,
could not be found out.
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most of whom were born in Gnesen, passed their examinations
when ending the high school of Gnesen.

Chapter VI
The Synagogue of the Congregation.

The old synagogue from the time of the Poles burnt down
in 1819. In 1843 there was laid the foundation stone for the
new synagogue, which was consecrated by Rabbi Dr. Gebhardt
in October of 1846 ; this event was celebrated with much pomp.
The building, which had three storeys, was situated in the
middle of a court-yard, in some distance from Friedrichstreet.
From the entrance one went a long way straight to the reader’s
desk, which was at the eastern wall, and to the Holy Ark. On
both sides were the seats for the men, more than four hundred
in number. One high balcony was for the women and one for
the young girls. At the end of the hall there were two doors
leading to two small rooms, where the rabbi and the reader put
on their robes.

The first readers, who had come from Hungary and from
Poland, did not remain in Gnesen for a long time. Among them
was I[saac Heimann, who went from Gnesen to Amsterdam and
who was always called “the reader from Gnesen'. For several
decades there were in Gnesen the reader Apfelbaum, who also
died there, and the reader S. Blaustein. who died, very aged,
in Berlin,

Later on another building was erected in the same court-
yard, the “House of the Community“, which was consecrated in
May 18908. It contained a small synagogue were service was held
in winter. In the first storey there were the rooms for board
meetings, and in the uppermost the quarters of the ,Shamash“;
in them there lived for many years the shamash Steck, who was
very popular. Outside there was a place for the butchering of
poultry, and the ritual bathing-house.

The synagogue possessed many Thora-Scrolls, beautiful and
precious curtains (Parochoth) and silver accessories (Kle Kodesh).
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the sixth time as a member of the magistrate — always for the
period of six years —and he was then more than eighty
years old.

D) Jewish Personalities in Gnesen. As such are to
be named several advocates: Honig, Tiirk, Nemann, Tannchen
and more; furthermore manufacturers, such as Rogowski, Ma-
nasse and more. Of great influence were the banker Hinzelmann
and the shoe-manufacturer B Bergmann. Among the physicians
of the town were Dr. Wolff and Dr. Meyer most popular,
Powidzer, ohnstein, Bry, Oelsner, Themal, Neufeld, Baschinski,
Bat and many more were among the most wellknown and
important citizens. Finally there may be mentioned Stekkel
and Tasiemki, whose was the shop of Becker & Co.

E) Personalities from Gnesen in the World. The
professors of medicine Isidor Cohnstein and Hermann Senator
were born in Gnesen, and so was the physician Dr. Hermann
Hirschberg in Poznan. The professor of history, especially
history of the Slavs and the Poles, Jacob Caro, was born in
Gnesenin 1836. Born in Gnesen, too, was the teacher of classical
languages in Rostock, Dr. A. Strelitz, who, in later years, was
director of the orphans’ home ,Auerbach“ in Berlin. Historian
and Librarian Elias Fromm died in Aachen in 1899. Together
with him there must be mentioned Dr. Jacob Jacobson, the son
of the rabbi, who is a historian and was the director of the
Jewish Historical Archives in Berlin; now.heis living in England.
He wrote several articles on the history of the Jews in the
province of Posen; he was born, it is true, in Schrimm, but was
brought up in Gnesen. A well known painter was Siegfried
Laboschin, born in Gnesen ; he died in Breslau in 1929. Alfred
Hirschberg was born in Gnesen as a son of the teacher there;
he was a jurist and worked with the society ,,Bne Mosheh“ in
Berlin ; to-day he is the editor of a Jewish news-paper in Sao
Paulo. Outstanding in the sphere of music was Bella Alten,
the daughter of the reader Apfelbaum, and Elli Levysohn, known
under the name of Els Lee; furthermore Werner Alberti of the
family of Krzywynos in Gnesen. More than a hundred pupils,
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the “Shochtim* were orthodox, the readers were faithful to the
way of prayers consecrated by generations, and all the employees
of the congregation were conservative. Also when non-orthodox
members were elected into the board of the congregation, they
did not dare to alter any of the holy rites.

The congregation consisted mainly of merchants, shopkeepers
and manufacturers. The influence of the Jews in the town was
considerable, and always were Jews members of the magistrate.

B) The Chairmen of the Congregation It was much
honour, but many tasks as well, which the chairmen of the
congregation encountered with.

Among the first ones M. Russak is mentioned who was
very active on behalf of the Jewish elementary school. Very
much honoured was Marcus Witkowski, who died in 1862.
Pictures of him and his family were shown in an exhibition,
named ,Our Forefathers», in Berlin in 1936. M. Bat, Lesser,
Kurtzig, Tiirk and Honig took over a well organized congregation
and lead it for many years. Tiirk was honoured with badges
and special titles by the government. A specially able man, who
was rich as well, was L. Gimkiewicz. He left Gnesen in 1907,
and on occasion of a farewell party in his honour he was
praised very much because of his many accomplishments on
behalf of the congregation. In Berlin, his new place of residence,
too, he did not spare money nor endeavours for the best of
the community there. B. Cohn was a member of the board of
the synagogue for forty years, and he died, aged and honoured,
in 1919. In our century, there are tobe mentioned especially
Josef Oelsner, L. Bry and Ignaz Rogowski.

C) Jewish Members of] the Magistrate. In the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century Marcus Witkowski, ]. Heilbrunn
and M. Zippert were members of the magistrate; in the end
of the nineteenth cenfury and from the year of 1907 Salo
Wreszinski, whose was a big and well-known shop, was the
chairman of the deputies of the magistrate; he was followed
by his son-in-law, Hugo Schwersenski. Special mention must
be made of Josef Krzywynos who, in 1904, was elected for
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mentioned which was intended to unite all the former residents
of Gnesen, that they may not forget the past and be ready for
the future. This organization was established in the beginning
of the third decade; in 1927 it had 170 members. Chairmen
were the advocates Bittermann and Siegfried Jacob. The former
Gneseners occupied themselves as far as possible with the
remainders of the former congregation, as synagogue, cemetary
a. s. o. A monthly publication, edited by the roof-organization
of all the unions of this kind, brought to the knowledge of its
subscribers the family events of the past weeks. The members of
the organization met in monthly gatherings, during which always
lectures were held. So was once, in the beginning of 1933, Dr.
Gustel Rummelsburg née Sulke invited as alecturer; she brought
before the audience a “Stroll through the Streets af Gnesen®,
all in rhymes, wherein she made mention of most of the
shops. Mrs. Bein née Jeidel paid for the printing of this poem;
a picture of the house of Abraham Sulke (shown in this book,
too) was added to the leaflet which was distributed to the
members of the organization and to who was interested in it.

In November 1938 the government forbade the publication
of the Monthly and the organizations, whose existence had
already been disturbed by all kinds of restrictions, broke up;
their members were scattered all over the world, to Israel, U.
S. A, Brazil a. s. o.

The organizations and their manifold activities had their
share in keeping up the blessed memory of the Jewish cong-
regation and its members, as well as the town of Gnesen.

Capter V.
The Congregation.

A) The Terms of the Congregation. Already from
the time when the new synagogue was consecrated, there were
endeavours to reform some of the rules of the congregation,
but in vain. The rabbis always were fearful of the word of G'd,
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of Poznan. This lecture lead to the establishing of the branch
which was at once joined by about 30 members. The Zionist
Organization had great influence especially on the youth. On
every Sabbath-Day highschool pupils met in the home of the
Oelsner family, and the members of this family were the main
initiators of the Zionist activities in the years to come. Toge-
ther with them' the young ones of the Powidzer family took
active part, and other highschool pupils who otherwise were
little interested in Jewish concerns, f i. Ludwig Franz Meyer,
the son of a well known physician. The celebration of the an-
niversary of Herzl’'s death, other gatherings, and drives were
always a great success. The Blue Box was to be found in
many homes. In 1912 the ,,Blue-White” was established which
united young girls and boys under the flag of the Zionist or-
ganization, and much was accomplished by them. Many of
them are now residents of the state of Israel, and they as well
as those residing in other countries are still active on behalf
of the ideals of their youth.

18) Verein zur Foérderung der Bodenkultur unter
den Juden Deutschlands. In 1904 Dr. Ernst Tuch came to
Gnesen on behalf of this organization and succeeded in gaining
some members for it, who paid their contributions during
several years.

19) Verein junger Kaufleute. This organization existed
from 1886 until abt. 1906. Its chairman was ]. Boas, its purpose

was to unite the young ones among the merchants.

20) Lesezirkel. The Lesezirkel is mentioned already in
1848 ; it was divided into some smaller circles. Its purpose was
apparently of an instructive nature. No more details are known
to us.

All these facts have been gathered from short notes here
and there; no statutes of these organizations could be found,
neither in print nor in manuscript. But we only can say that
the great number of organizations proves that there was a need
for them and that they succeeded in their endeavours.

Finally the Verein der Gnesener in Berlin must be
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cultural institutions in several countries, e. g. Rumania, Turkey.
Eretz-Israel a. s. 0. (f. i. the Teachers’ Seminary in Jerusalem),
From the year of 1904 about 20 jews in Gnesen paid a yearly
contribution to this branch.

11) Alliance Israélite Universelle, Paris (Branch).
This organization was active only in the past century and had
contributors also in Gnesen. One of its most eager leaders was
Rabbi Dr. Horovitz. Dr. Jacobson, too, collected contributions
for this organization still once, in 1905.

12) Esra, Verein zur Unterstiitzung ackerbautreiben-
der Juden in Syrien und Palédstina. After a lecture on
behalf of this organization, in 1905, about 14 Jews were ready
to join and thereby to have their share in supporting the Jewish
settlements in Eretz-lisrael, outside the Zionist movement. These
members paid their yearly contributions but for some years,
however.

13) Isr. Turnverein. This organization was established in
1905. But nothing more than this date is known to us.

14) Verband der Sabbathfreunde. With the help of
Rabbi Dr. Jacobson a branch of this organization was established
in 1910, following to a lecture from P. Plessner of Poznan. The
branch had but few members.

15) Centralverein deutscher Staatsbiirger jiidischen
Glaubens. A branch of this organization was established in
1912, following to a lecture from Dr. S. Goldschmidt of Konigs-
hiitte. Nothing is known about who were chairmen, nor about
the number of members or their activities.

16) Agudath Jisrael. There were to be found but so
few members that a branch of this organization could not be
established. But Rabbi Dr. Jacobson was one of the founders
of Agudath Jisrael in Kattowitz in 1912.

17) Ortsgruppe der Zionistischen Vereinigung.
Activities on behalf of the Zionist movement in Gnesen are
mentioned as early as 1906. In the winter of 1910 the first
lecture on Zionism was held in Gnesen; the leader was the
mill-owner Rosenthal, the lecturer was Dr. Kollenscher, both
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the prayer book of Fanny Neuda, with a calligraphic dedication
and the date of the wedding day written in it. For many years
Therese Pyritz was chairman of this organization.

6) Talmud-Thora-Verein. The aims of this organization
we learn from its name. No statutes are available to us to-day,
but we know that thanks to the Talmud-Thora-Verein an early
service (Hashkamah) was held on sabbath-days, and the midnight-
studying on Shavuoth and Hoshanah Rabbah. During the last
decades Rabbi Dr. Jacobson took the initiative ofall the activities
of the organization. Before him Tobias Daniel was chairman.

7) Isr. Krankenpflegeverein. In our lists this organization
is reported on but towards the end of the 19th century, but it
seems to have existed then already for a very long time, since
about 1850. M. Stranz and ]. Boas, and later on Dr. Jacobson
and J. Bergmann, organized the members to call on the sick.

8) Isr. Armenverein. We do not know since when this
organization was existing. In the beginning its aims were to
support the poor who came from other places in order to gather
donations in Gnesen. The rabbi had to resolve if the supplicant
was worthy of it, and which sum was to be given him. Then
the money was handed over to him by the cashier. In later
years the Armenverein supported the needed of the town as well,

9) Verein fiir jiidische Geschichte und Literatur.
This organization was established in 1900. In the beginning it
had 120 members, later on still more, up to 135. Chairman was
Rabbi Dr. Jacobson, and Herman Cohen, a merchant with intel-
lectual interests, supported the organization. In the first two
years the Literaturverein worked with much initiative; lecturers
were invited from other places, and the auditors were many —
men as well as women., But although the leadership remained
in the hands of the above mentioned until 1918, no more as-
semblies or lectures are reported on.

10) Hilfsverein der deutschen Juden (Branch). The
organization itself was established in Berlin in 1900. It granted
much support to the persecuted Jews from Eastern Europe; it
was also very active on behalf of Jewish schools and other
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names of M. Bat and after him M. Deutschmann as being
chairman of the organization for a long time. In 1907 the jubilee
of 125 years of existence of the Briiderverein was celebrated in
a most splendid way, and the history of the organization and
all its aclivities was reported on. The last time the Briiderverein
is heard of is in 1924 ; its chairman was then a Mr. Nachemstein.

2. The Chevrah Kaddishah Beerdigungsverein. It is
not known to us when this organization was established, but
there is no doubt that this was at a very early date. The day
of Seventh Adar was celebrated every year: After a day of fast
and after prayer the active members gathered for the traditional
dinner party. Here, too, Moritz bat was chairman, and later
Galliner and Lesser Kruschke,

3. Humanitédtsverein. This organization, to which most
of the orthodox Jews of Gnesen belonged, was established
in 1864. The members occupied themselves mostly with
works of charity. Bernhard M. Cohn and M. Neufeld were
chairman for very many years. In March 1914 the Humanitiatsverein
celebrated the jubilee of 50 years of existence. After prayer and
a memorial-service for the deceased the members gathered
for a gala-dinner. Thereafter there was aball with the performance
of a humoristical play, to which almost everybody came. This
was the last great occasion reported on in Gnesen.

4. Isr. Frauenverein. Apparently this organization was
established for the first time in 1840 with the purpose of clothing
poor children. In 1852 the Frauenverein was liquidated, and
established anew some time later. Now the aims of the organization
were more extended, and food, clothing and any kind of support
was granted to the needed. Every year the Isr. Frauenverein
organized a gala-ball in order to raise funds. In earlier years Gutta
Witkowski enjoyed great fame as a social worker, and later the
wife of Rabbi Dr. Jacobson. The last Chairman was Mrs. Themal

5. Isr. Jungfrauenverein., This organization of which we
hear for the first time in 18890 had general social aims, but
mainly poor brides were helped. The Isr. Jungfrauenverein
presented every bride on her wedding-day with an exemplar of
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synagogue. These, too, he edited, in 1900. under the title of
“For the Welfare of the Government“.

When one of his sons fell in World War [ the rabbi
expressed his mourning in a poem, called “The Mother of the
Volunteer”, which was printed in the town's newspaper. Likewise
he had many of his essays published.

When in 1922 he settled in Hamburg, he was made a
tutor of the Yeshivah, a ,Maggid“ of the ,Chevrah Kaddishah“,
a preacher at one of the synagogues a. s. o.

His former congregation proved their attachment to him by
still then inviting him at several opportunities, as had often
been done in previous years by the congregations in the
vicinity of Gnesen.

Rabbi Dr. Jacobson fell ill during the service of Atonement
Day in the year of 1930 and passed away soon after, in
November 1930. He was buried with very great honours.

One more rabbi was appointed in Gnesen after Dr. Jacobson
had left, in 1923, i. e. Rabbi Dr. Krauz of Schildberg. Unfortunately
nothing is known about the end of the Iatter.

Capter IV.
The Organizations of the Congregation.

In Gnesen, as in most Jewish congregations, the organi-
zations were active in the various spheres of life: spirit, charity:
politics a. s. 0. Whereas the tasks of the congregation itself were
more or less mere administrative ones, the organizations
succeeded in uniting their members by means of close co-operation.

Now then! Let us have a survey on all the organizations,

1. Briiderverein. In the beginning only taylors were the
members of this organization, which was established in 1783 for
the purpose of uniting its members in prayer, studying of the
Bible, and making peace between the members whenever the
necessity arose. In 1879 the Briiderverein resolved to alter its
statutes : to accept whoever wanted to join and to see its
principal aim in helping the poor and the sick. We know the
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invitations from important congregations, and in 1878 he was
appointed rabbi of Frankfurt/ Main where his position became a
very honoured one. He became the acknowledged representative
of the conservative congregation. He wrote several books, and
also his responsas were edited. He was very active on behalf of
Eretz-Israel and was much honoured when he died in Frankfurt
in 1910.

To Gnesen there came once more a son of Hungary,
Rabbi Dr. N. Ehrenfeld, who was already experienced as a
rabbi in Germany. In Gnesen he resided from 1879 until 1889
when he was appointed Chief Rabbi of Prague. There he was
active in many spheres and several of his lectures, delivered at
special opportunities, were edited in single booklets. He died in
the winter of 1912. To his funeral — as well as to that of Dr-
Horovitz — a special representative was sent from the congre-
gation of Gnesen.

In 1891, after an interval of two years, Rabbi Dr. Moshe
Jacobson was appointed rabbi of Gnesen, where he remained
until political conditions forced him to leave, in the year of 1922.
Dr. Jacobson was born in Hamburg, had studied at the Yeshi-
vah in Pressburg and at the Seminary for Rabbis in Berlin, and
had been rabbi of Schrimm for years.

In spite of his unyielding standpoint where religious ques-
tions were concerned he succeeded in being connected with
every member of his congregation, and he took care of the
traditions of the congregation also at a time when its leaders
were little interested in religious matters. In the highschool as
well as in the “Sunday School he bestowed religious instruc-
tion on the Jewish children. The various organizations enjoyed
his support, and his sermons were of a high standard. Once, on
occasion of Shabbat Balak, he delivered a sermon all in German
rhymes which he had printed under the title of “The House
of Israel“ in 1896. Dr. Jacobson was an outstanding German
patriot, and whenever political elections were going to take
place, propagandistic sermons were delivered by him in the
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the difficulty to give their children proper education, elementary
as well as high school. When World War I broke out, the Jewish
population of Gnesen amounted to but eight hundred souls.
Most of them left when the government was taken over by the
Poles in 1019. The statistics of the year of 1925 show no more
than 150 Jewish inhabitants of Gnesen, and these were
exterminated, when the Germans took over the town in :930.

Chapter 3.
The Rabbis of the Congregation.

Among the former rabbis of Gnesen there were Rabbi
Israel Heilbrunn, Rabbi Moshe Waldstein and Rabbi Jeshajah
Pulvermacher. When the new synagogue was consecrated, in
1846, a more modern rabbi, with a university degree, i. e. Dr. J.
Gebhardt, was invited to deliver the speech of the day. (Dr'
Gebhardt was born in the province of Posen and was then
rabbi of Wreshen). In the following year he was appointed
rabbi of Gnesen. He was a very good preacher, indeed, but he
was more inclined to improvements than the congregation would
agree to, and therefore he left Gnesen already five years later
and went to Bromberg ; there he died in 1885.

The rabbi who took his place, in 1864, was Rabbi Dr.
Moshe S. Zuckermandel, who was born in Hungary and had
studied at the Seminary for Rabbis in Breslau. He was a famous
scholar and the editor of the well known Tosefta. Unfortunately
disagreements arose between him and the leaders of the
congregation so that he, too, left. This whole matter was written
down in his memories, but these were never printed and got
lost. Dr. Zuckermandel died in Breslau in 1917.

The next rabbi to come to Gnesen was Rabbi Dr. Marcus
Horovitz, born in Hungary and a disciple of Rabbi Dr. Esriel
Hildesheimer of Eisenstadt. Dr. Horovitz came to Gnesen from
Lauenburg in the year of 1874. He was well known among his
colleagues, popular with his congregation, and his achievements
were many. It was quite natural that his fame brought him
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Chapter I.

Introduction.

Apparently Jews were settled in Gnesen as early as the
fourteenth century. Rabbi Jacobh Ben Naphtali is mentioned to
have lived in Gnesen in the middle of the fourteenth century ;
he is reported to have written several books. In the seventeenth
century Ribbi Chanoch Ben Abraham lived in Gnesen who
wrote a book of responsas, named ,,Chinuch Beth Yehudah”.
Because of the Swedish war this rabbi had to leave the town.

More details about the Jewish life in Gnesen are known
to us only from the beginning of the nineteenth century. After
the erection of the new synagogue the congregation was led
by several rabbis; a Jewish elementary school was founded and
various organizations were established. The fame of the
congregation grew, and spread not only over the province and
Prussia but all over the world. In the town itself, too, the Jews
were much honoured by the non-Jewish citizens and by the
magistrate.

After the end of the nineteenth century the Jewish
congregation of Gnesen began to decline in every respect.

Chapter 2.
The Jewish Population of Gnesen.

From the beginning of the 19th century the number of
the Jews in Gnesen was steadily increasing, and in the year of
1849 it reached its highest point of 1783. Thereafter the Jewish
population was diminishing again, and in the end of the century
there were no more than a thousand Jews in the town, the
general population of which amounted to more than twenty
thousand citizens. From the beginning of the twentieth century
the emigration of the Jews from Gnesen still proceeded.

The statement of Prof. Sanden, headmaster of the high-school
of Lissa, that the Jews left their native town out of a lack of
devolion to it, is by no means correct: it was the ccmpetition of
the Poles, increasing from year to year, that drove them out, and



Preface.

This book contains just a small part of my material on the
Jewish congregation and on the Jews in the town of Gnesen.
However, whereas the book of Heppner Herzberg: Aus Vergangen-
heit und Gegenwart der Juden in den Posener Landen, brings
but several pages on the congregation of Gnesen, here may be
found many details on the rabbis of the congregation in the 19th
and 20th century, its schools and its many organizations. These
latter were an important factor in the life of the Jews in Gnesen
for the benefit of their cultural life as well as of their social tasks.

Furthermore the attempt is made in this book to show the
lot of the Jewish families after the year of 1919, when the town
was taken over by the Poles, and after the year of 1933, when
the Germans drove the Jews out of the town and exterminated
the congregation.

Gnesen was a beautiful town and famous in the province
as well as all over Prussia. Many churches, and especially the
Dome, brought fame to the town which was populated mainly
by Catholics. Gnesen had a highschool for boys and one for girls
and a commercial school. In Gnesen there was a central railway-
station, and infantry—as well as cavalry—regiments had their
fixed quarters in the town.

Fine streets, large shops and many factories brought pros-
perity to the town and wealth to its inhabitants.

An extensive history of Gnesen was written by Dr. A. War-
schauer in 1918.
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