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THE

JEWISH QUARTERLY
REVIEW

OCTOBER, 1905

NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT FROM
CAMBRIDGE GENIZAH DOCUMENTS.

THE Genizah Fragments in the Cambridge University
Library, coming as they do from Fustit—which was the
capital of Lower Egypt at the period they cover—naturally
afford a good deal of information concerning both that city
and others in the vicinity, from Alexandria up to No-Ammon
(Thebes), including Cairo, Balbais, Ramleh, Rosetta, Zoan,
Qalyib, Qus, Zoar, Sa, Zifta, Benha al-‘Asal, Mahallat al-
Kabir, Miniat Ghamr, and others ; as also some of the chief
towns in Palestine and elsewhere, for instance the Holy
City, Damascus, Safed, Ascalon, Tiberias, Tripolis, Dan,
and so forth.

The city of Fustat has not wanted historians. Besides
such general geographers as at-Tabari, al-Kindi, al-Idrisi,
Abulfeda, and Ibn Said, there are the works of al-Makrizi—
his History of the Copts in Egypt and his Khitut—the very
detailed work of Ibn Duqmaq !, the Churches and Monasteries
of Egypt attributed to Abi Salih and edited by B.T. A. Evetts
as one of the Anecdota Oxoniensia; Butler's Coptic Churches
of Egypt, which has a fine plan of Qasr ash-Sham‘in Vol. I;
G. Salmon’s Etudes sur la topographie du Caire, published
by the Mission archéologique francaise au Caire ; Jomard's

! Description of Egypt, published by Dr. Vollers at Cairo in 1893, from the
MS. in the Khedivial Library.

VOL. XVIII, B
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2 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

Description des environs de la ville du Caire'; and the
Noms coptes du Caire et localités voisines of M. Paul Casa-
nova?, which is to be followed by a detailed description of
Fustat by the same author. There is also much interesting
matter in Lane-Poole’s Cairo 5.

From the business documents that come from the Genizah,
as will be seen, many facts come to light which may serve
to unveil something of the history of the Jewish race in &
large city where they abode in great numbers, were very
wealthy, and had much to endure, partly for their own
sakes, and partly because of the presence of the Copts near
them, with whom they were confused at times by the
followers of Muhammad.

The chief events in the history of the city for the present
purpose are the following :—

Fustat was founded when ‘Amr ibn al-‘As conquered
Egypt for his master, the Khalif ‘Umar, in the year 21 of
the Hijra, i.e. 640 or 641 A.D. ‘Amr became master of
the country largely by the help of the Copts who were
willing to exchange their Greek rulers, whom they hated
because of religious differences, for any other power. The
city seems to have owed its site to a dove which nested in
the tent (fustat) of ‘Amr, and which he would not allow to
be disturbed. He built & mosque, on the site of which
there stands a building which still bears his name, and dug
or repaired the canal to the Red Sea that the corn of
Egypt might be easily transported to the Muhammadans
in Arabia.

In 750 A.D,, Marwan II, the last of the ‘Umayyad
Khalifs, set fire to the city. In the next year the two
generals who had pursued Marwan into Egypt, Salih ibn
‘All “Abd Allah ibn ‘Abbas and Abu ‘Aiin ‘Abd al Malik

1 In Egypte Moderne, tome ii. 2 of the ¢ Description de l’f}gypte e
observations faites pendant l'expédition de 1'armée francaise, 1818,” in
connexion with which is a fine numbered plan in the volume of plates.

? In the Bulletin de VInstitut frangais d’archéologie orientale, Cairo, 1gor.

3 In Dent’s Mediaeval Towns series.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 3

ibn Yazid, commanded their followers to build houses in
the plain north of Fustat, and a new town grew up which
obtained the name of al-‘Askar, the Cantonments. There,
apparently, for some years the governor made his seat, until
about 763 A.D., when the Khalif ordered that his residence
should be removed from the palace of the Emirate in
al-‘Askar back to Fustat?.

The Coptic Christians were often in trouble with their
newly chosen masters, and also quarrelled as of old with
their Greek neighbours; and their disturbances resulted
every now and then in the destruction of part of the town,
or the imposing of a heavier tribute.

The Amir Ahmad ibn Tulin, in the latter half of the
ninth century, built himself a palace and barracks for his
guards, and a grand mosque which still exists between
Fustat and Cairo; this new quarter received the name of
al-Qatai’, the Wards. He imposed a tribute upon the
Coptic Patriarch of 20,000 dinars, and among the methods
to which that personage resorted for payment of the money
was, a8 al-Makrizi ? tells us, the sale of the churches lying
i the vicinity of the Muw'allaga in Qasr ash-Sham' to
the Jews.

Of this Qasr more anon®. It was a part of Fustat much
older than the city, and contains to this day a Jewish
synagogue and several Coptic churches.

The Fatimite Khalif, al-Mu‘azz, obtained the rule in
Egypt in the second half of the tenth century. For him
the new city was built, called ajsll 3eli)l, al-Qahirat al-
Mu‘azziah, and known to the Western world through the
Venetian merchants in the softened form of Cairo.

Then, we learn, the people began to build near this new
citadel, and the old capital began to be deserted. However
that may be, still in theory and in documents, at all
events so far as the Jews are concerned, Cairo maintained

1 Salmon, op. cit., pp. 2-5, &e.
2 In his History of the Copts, Wiistenfeld’s edition, p. 61.
3 See p. 19 below.

' B 2
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4 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

a secondary place to Fustat for some centuries, although
the new city became the seat of the Khalifs of Egypt. The
situation of Fustat on the Nile, says Abulfeda, made it
easier to provision than Cairo, and living was cheaper
there.

It was during the reign of al-Mu‘azz, according to Gre-
gorius Abul-Faraj, that the famous Maimonides took up
his abode among the Jews in Fustat, and became first
a merchant of gems, and afterwards practised medicine.

The Fatimite Khalif, al-Hakim, towards the end of
the tenth century, persecuted both Jews and Christians.
Jamal ad-Din ibn Tughri-Bardi! tells us that he ordered
the Jews to wear yellow garments, while the Christians
had to don blue, and both were forbidden to ride horse
or mule; while al-Makrizi2? says that the Jews had to
wear hung on the neck a ring of wood of five rotl weight,
and as the rotl was equal to 480 drachmas of some kind,
it could not have been a great convenience. In addition
to this they seem to have been compelled to wear bells on
their necks when they went to the bath. This Khalif is
he whose name has been since held in reverence by the
Druzes ; he sought to found a new religion with himself as
the divinity, and had many followers.

The Fatimites, although claiming descent from ‘Ali the
son of Fatima, daughter of Muhammad, were by some Arab
writers said to be Jews3; the first of the Khalifs, “‘Ubaid-
allah, being a Jewish locksmith before he rose to fame and
power. Jamal ad-Din, above-quoted, relates that the father
of al-Hakim, al-‘Aziz ibn Abi Mansir Barar, entrusted the
oversight of Syria to a Jew named Misha, who, however,
paid for his office with his life.

In the year 1168 A. D., the vizir Shawir set fire to Fustat
to prevent its falling into the hands of the Franks during

1 Carlyle’s edition, Cambridge, 1792, p. 7.
2 Copts, ed. Wiistenfeld, pp. 64-66.
3 See Carlyle’s Jamal ad-Din, notae p. s, no. 10,
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 5

the time of the second crusade: this was a wide-spread
conflagration and is called the “ Burning” par excellence.

A century or so later, a great disturbance arose about
a Coptic secretary who was defended from the Muhammadan
rabble by his master's soldiery until the Sultan objected.
Then the people fell to plundering both Jew and Christian
until the Amir forbade it, which only occurred after a great
deal of mischief had been done. After this the Muham-
madan officials summoned to a conference the Judge of the
Jews and the two Christian Patriarchs, Coptic and Greek,
with their eldersl. The Ruler of the Jews pronounced
a curse against every Jew who should do contrary to what
was fixed with regard to wearing a yellow turban and
obedience to the treaty of ‘Umar. The goods of those who
did not wear the coloured turban were to be confiscate.

About the year 1320 A.D. some more serious tumults
took place, when the decree of blue turbans for the Christians
was more strictly enforced again. In this trouble for once
the Jews seem not to have been embroiled, and no regula-
tions were made for them, or perhaps they had not grown
slack in the observance of those already made. The Chris-
tians therefore began to borrow turbans from their Jewish
neighbours whenever they dared to go abroad, that they
might be safe from molestation.

These are the very scant notes which are to hand
concerning the Jewish people in Fustat.

Already in this REVIEW ? Mr. Abrahams has given some
of the various spellings of the name of the city in these
documents, but some notes on the formulae used may still
have an interest.

Evidently the standard description of the city for the
Jewish scribe during a long period was by7 Dvisn BRBDD
namp &9 D5 ¢ this we find at all dates from 750 A.D. till
as late as 1496, some years after al-Makrizi wrote his books.
It is a comparatively rare thing to find any part of this

! Makrizi, Copts, ed. Wiistenfeld, p. 75. 2 Vol. XVII, p. 426.
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6 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

description left out, especially in those documents of a
particularly religious character, such as the marriage
contracts, which are mostly in Aramaie.

But taking the documents through—or at least as many
as have been examined for the present purposes, some
hundreds—there is very considerable variation.

Now the meaning of Fustat Misraim seems plainly to be
Fustat of Egypt. The Arabic form corresponding to it is
Fustat Migr, either part of the name being as often used
alone. Misr may mean any large town, and ten such
were counted by the Arabians, among which were Baghdad,
Kufa, Memphis, and, later, Alexandria and Cairo. But the
name itself has only been attached permanently to this
district, and while Fustat was called Misr in the eighth
century and earlier, its neighbour Cairo is only known by
the name of Migr or Masr to the inhabitants of to-day.

Perhaps Fustat Misraim may be traced to the influence
of the Coptic name fabyNwn noesas, Babylon of Egypt,
which was evidently intended to be a distinetion from the
Asiatic Babylon. Although this Egyptian Babylon is said
to be a height south of Qasr ash-Sham'!, yet it is pro-
bable that the old and new towns, Babylon and Fustat,
overlapped one another, as Fustat is said to have enclosed
the Qasr, and therefore to have gone south of it. And,
moreover, in a MS. list of bishoprics of Egypt, quoted by
Amélinean %, pabyAon Gocraton = bla.dll ybl, is given.
It does not seem mecessary that Fustat should have the
name of the country attached, there being only one such
place.

But while the full appellation was given mostly some-
where on the document, most frequently in connexion
with the date, any further mention of the city in the same
manuscript generally dispensed with formality of this kind.
Thus we have in 1141 A.D. a document dated with the
usual six-word formula as given above, while a house

1 Casanova, p. 145.
2 Qéographie de U Egypte & Uépoque cople, P. 224.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 7

described therein is called txbopbxa axwdx!, In 1143 we
have the same thing occurring again, the description being
NwopbN3 nON Poxd7 S8 2: another example is found in
11483,

In 1143 we have an instance of dating only txpoebra4,
followed by one in 11505 in which the property described
is in Cairo; by one in 1159° (bNbDESNI MBS IAR =
“ 1470 according to the reckoning of documents”) ; and by
one which may be dated about 11607.

From earlier times till later than the above dates there
are examples of the use of 9¥v alone. In 1027 a document
is dated =¥pa RSN 8 (“1338 in Misr”), while in 1032 the
Synagogue of the Syrians is 2¥m3°; in 1076, in a large
document dated with the six-word formula, houses are
described in lanes 9¥»a!%. In 1130 again a house is
described as merely in Misr, while the date stands &BAR
D™y¥p BxooR3 only!l. In 1144 the date runs thus, T :
9¥m3 AR AXY W NR 12 and in 1261 again a street is T¥03
simply, while the date formula is one of the longest on
record ; it runs txoosa 13 nELd VYW WR WL MmRoed
Ragy & 05 A by 9w 0wn1s, One other MS. of 1243, by
the same scribe, gives this formula with the addition of M9
after 1214,

There is also an instance of “¥v used alone in the text,
while at the foot the MS. is described as written at Fustat!s,
BNBDBI 3n3.  An interesting proof is given in two MSS. of
the fact that the title of Misr was not at once transferred
to the newer city, as something is described nanipbxy yna 16,
meaning of course in Fustat and Cairo; one of these gives
the date 1226 A.D. 250 years after the latter city was
founded.

1 T.S. 13. 694. 3 T-S. 16. 146. ? T-S. 12. 544.
¢ T-S. 137 3% 5 T8, 137 1% ¢ T-S. 13J 3%,
7 T-8. 137 6% 8 T.S. 8J 42 * T-S. 16. 45.

10 T-8, 16. 5. 1 T.8. 13. 88. 12 7.8. 107 5°%
13 T.8. 13. 564 and 549, parts of the same document.

# .S, 12, 131, 18 T.8. 13, 428,

16 T.S, 16. 200 and 187 1%,
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8 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

In some cases the six-word formula is slightly varied,
once by the addition of ¥37 (mamw N33 N9 D> Sp7) in
12291, at other times by a more Hebrew rendering, tzwod
mavw e 0o Syw oep.  Of this formula, one MS. may
be dated 949-958 A.D.%, and others 981 3, 983, and 1234 °.
The last quoted is dated 4994 n'wﬁ, and Mr. Abrahams
has referred me to a document (Drawer 35) in which the
date (995) is given as 4775 o5 P35, The dating by nxvad
only becomes usual much later. ©Fustat Misraim” appears
without any further description in 966 A.D.% 10047, 11348,
and 1140°, the last of which has in it also -¥».

On a marriage contract, of which all date is lost except
-75, but which is not earlier than 1064 A.D., the legend
accompanying the date runs N»TwI DML PN DY SpoEd
o ouw brobp 10, ¢ according to the reckoning of the Greeks
in the land of Egypt in the city of Fustit which is on [the
Nile].”

Of the Arabic form =¥p pXbD there are a good many
instances. One is of the date 10061, one of 1104 two of
1115, one of 1120, one of 1125 where the Hebrew
form is used with the date, but houses are described as
being =¥ 1NBDBI, two of 112416, another of about the same
year1?, one not later than 118818, and others whose dates have
disappeared, one of which contains 7¥» alone twice also 2.

While the spelling of =¥ and 9¥p is quite uniform—the
w® in both cases always being represented by y—there are
some differences in the word Fustat. Documents that have
the more Hebrew formula nawm oy 9m byw vary in the
spelling. One of 966 has xLOD'®Z; several have LD, one
of 10072! speaking of the witnesses as o™yn» vBwoDI B™MIA,

1T.8.8J6" 2 T-8. zo0. 8s. 3 T-8S. 16. 49.
4 T-8. 16. 60. 5 T-S.8J68, ¢ T-S. 12, 462.
7 T-8. 13J 2. 8 T-S.8J 5%, 2.T-S, 13T 2%,
10 1.3, 24. 13. u T.8, 137 al, 12 1.8, 12. 525.
13 T-S. 16. 158 and 24. 20. 1 .8, 12, 562.
185 TS, 137 3° 1 T.8. 8J5%" 17 T8, 16. 151.
18 T.8. 20. 16. B T8, 12, 552. 2 T8, 12. 539.
A T-8. 16, 14.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 9

one of 10221 being dated A wrr bna 5% nw omwn Lrooa
7 S, leaving out the thousand of the date and pre-
sumably meaning the 20th Tishri. There are others of
1024 % [?10]393, 1135 % and two marriage contracts®.

Some documents transliterate the (s of Fustat by ¥, thus
giving pXwyd—one of 750 A.D.%, one of 10287 which has
also 9¥p3, a W'D WY of 10458 one of 10489 and one of
12410 which gives on the verso ®7 Dy 97 Sy wn mxwys
nawn, while on the recto is mm3 o1 by owm vy, There
is one instance in the direction of a letter where the city is
spelt bladll,

Documents of a later date, 1544-1802 A. D., seem to be
regularly o'sn npll, the name Fustat being dropped alto-
gether, and the date uniformly given m .

The deseription of Cairo gives one or two interesting
details. Makrizi, in his History of the Coimage of the
Arabs'® says that in the year 358 (Hijra) was built
ijall 3,0\all, al-Qahirat al-Mu‘azziah. This is about 970 A.D.
Rather more than a century later, somewhere about
1080 A.D., we have a marriage contract which speaks of
myaox ANpOR18; and in the next century there is a MS.
of 1109 of the same form!4, and five documents which are
dated from manNpOR YRR, one of 112415 one of 115016, one
of about 11697, one of 11708, and one of 11—, the rest of
the date being lost!®, while a sixth retains only the unit
of the date?’, but is presumably of the same century.
After this no more is seen of n~rv7o5x; it 1s curious that
the last certain date of its appearance here is 1170, the year

1 T.8. 107 51, 2 T8, 13T 16, 3 T-8. 137 7%,
+ T.S.8J 10, 5 T-8. 12. 113 and 492.

& T-8. 16. 79 (see J. Q. R., vol. XVII, p. 426). 7 T-S.8J4%

8 T-8. 16. 183. 9 T-S. 20. 160. 10 T8, 8T 6%,

1 1544, T-S. 13T 81%; 1560, 137 5°%; 1561, 13J 4'7; 1563, 8 T 6%%; 1560,
137 4%; 1577,8J 8% ; 1588, 13J 4% ; 1748, 13T 57; 1802, 8T 6%

12 Historia monetae arabicae, ed. O. G. Tychsen, Rostockii, 1797, p. 34, and
translation, p. 111,

13 T.8. 24. 9. 1 TS, 8J4% B TS, 18T 12,
16 T.S, 13 J1%, 7 T.S, 8J5%, 18 7.8, 137 3",
19 T.8. 16. 41, 2 T.8, 13 7%,
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I0 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

in which the famous Saladin, as Sultan of Egypt, pro-
claimed there the Ayubite Khalif, thus putting an end to
the dynasty to which Mu'azz belonged, the Fatimites.
Possibly it was that event which decided that the name
of the city should not be al-Mu‘azziah.

But further: from the date 1028 A.D., down to as late as
1496, Cairo is described as mear to Fustdt. The first of
these, of 10281, bears the legend txtysb nawdn namdp Sx 3
nIn MR D15 by pvvp ; this is the most usual form. The
next is one of 104-2% a divorce document; the next a
marriage contract of 10833%; the next a document of
1094 4, where n)MDRN nmANPOR " has been inserted above
the line before o'¥n bXwODIY. Then follow the years 1109,
1110, 1116, 11274, one of each 5, one of 1169¢, one of 11707,
one of 11878 which, in common with the first three just
cited in this century, has N7 instead of DN ; these are
followed by documents of 1190% 1245, 12801, 128212
1458-91%, 1482, and 1496° There is also a marriage
document of 1816'¢ which perpetuates the formula, one
would suppose, without any meaning.

There are other towns that are called “near to Fustat”;
maLpn AT Y in 115817, nbyman mbrwbx <y in two docu-
ments of 116018, and abp W in a document without
date. The second of these towns is evidently Mahallat
al-Kabir, a few miles west of the Damietta branch of the
Nile, and almost sixty miles north of Fustat; it is described
in other documents as on the Nile2, in 1121; as *133bx2!
(=), in 1202; and in 1145 simply as NoMOONZ
There is a Damira some miles north of Mahallat al-Kabir,
and therefore still further from Fustat, which may be the

1 T-8. 187 18 2 T.8. 137 6%, 3 T.S. 12. 54I.

¢ T-8. 137 2%, 5 T.S.18J 1'% and 8 Ji2’ ¢ T-S.8J 5%,

7T T-8. 13 3. 8 T-S. 18T 1%, 9 T-S. 187 1%,

10 T.8, 12, 588. 1 7.8, 137 4%, 12 T-S.8J 6",

13 T-8. 8. 195. 1 T.S. 137 4. 15 T.8.8F6%.

16 T.S. 16. 332. 7 T.8, 8J5%. 18 T-8.87J 52'and 18 J 125,
1 T.S, 13J 713, 2 T.8. 16. 140. 8L T.8. 12. 166,

32 T.8. 12, 565.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT II

“Damira the little” of the 1158 document quoted above.
For the town of Qalyib, only 8} miles north from Cairo
by railway, one can understand the term ‘“near to Fustat.”

Kanais al-Yahud.

In Ibn Duqmaq! we have an all too brief description
of the Jewish synagogues extant in his day, say in the
fourteenth century. It runs thus:—

BB gl pads wia asiball syl dniS 0 janr syl LS
B iyl gl e ealell syl i 0 Bl 5y
Vil s 351 g G Gayenlly bl syl S s Wl il

We have here three synagogues: of the “Irdgians”
(which would mean Babylonians) in the Qasr in the Lane
of the Jews; of the Syrians in the Qasr near the Postern
Khabisah; of the Qaraites in the Mamsiisa (=Musésa) in
one of the lanes of the Darb Kurma.

The two former are quite plainly mentioned in many MSS,,
and both belonged to the Rabbanites. We have mention of
the Syrian synagogue during something over a century.

In 1032 A.D. we have the =¥p3 Poxwdx nows?; in 1159
something is transacted nyxwy N3 PORYOR NOYI ‘03, 1.0, “in
the synagogue of the Syrians in the presence of a number
of people.” There is also a long document, probably of
the eleventh century, dealing with the same, which it
calls pxeby dR #owst. There are also some undated
MSS. which mention this synagogue alone?’, as well as
some cited below which give both Syrian and Iraqian.

Of the Iragian synagogue alone, mention is made in
documents of 10449, of 10997, of about 1182, where the
houses described adjoin [Ppxa]ybx nowabs, and two undated
ones, of which one is comparatively modern in all proba-
bility, and is pointed °.

1 1V, p. 108. 3 T.8. 16. 45. 3 T-8. 137 3% (p. 3).
¢ T-S. 30. g6. 5 T-S. 8J 10% 6J 27, and one unnumbered.
¢ T-S. 13J 1%, 7 T-S.8J 4% & T-S. 12. 487.

9 T-8. 107 5% 67 1%,
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I2 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

Mention of the two synagogues together is made, giving
their separate names, in 1057, and in about 11302, while
they are spoken of as merely pnousbx in 7503 or nrows Y,
in a MS. not later than 1205 (nvo%> 'nl)% and in some
undated MSS.®

But other documents bring us to what is either another
synagogue or another name for one of those given above.
This is the “ Synagogue of the Yerushalmim’ which occurs
in a MS. of 9975, in two of 10287, and in two without
date, of which one at least may probably be referred to
the tenth century as it is in Hebrew 8. This last-named
document * evidently places the pwberwn nd3 in Qasr
ash-Sham‘ (= by 9%p)°; while the document of 997,
which is apparently a will, speaks of a certain proportion
to be dedicated (27pn>) to the two synagogues in Fustat, of
which half is to go to one synagogue whose name is gone,
and the other half to owbern nows. Twice, further, in the
same MS. the n1'D)y N are spoken of, and it seems as if
this might be the earlier name for the Synagogue of the
Syrians, changed perhaps with the influx of some arrivals
from Damascus. Most of the MSS. with owbers are in
Hebrew.

There is also one document of date 1082 A.D.1°, drawn up
DY¥D BXRLDBI . . . D"5337 NDWI3, and a letter written to Hai
Gaon ben Sherira n51 5% nw» wxa wishing peace B 1=
1w v Sy mxyapn onbasn noaa obbenon mbapnl; this would
be before 1038, the date of Hai’'s death. The document
does not mention Fustat, and there is only the coincidence
of the “ Synagogue of the Babylonians” to suggest that it
may have been written from that place. The fact remains
that a synagogue of the Babylonians is mentioned as being
at Fustat, and may be the same as that of the Iragians.

1T-S. 13718, 2 T-S. 10J 10 * See J. Q. R., XVII, p. 426.
* T-8. 16. 63, verso. § T-S. 12. 129 and 8J g%.
¢ T-S. 16. 115. " T-S.13F 5 and 87 4%

8 T-S. 13. 641 and 20. 117.
® For further notes on the names of the Qasr see p. 2o0.
0 T.S. 187 1, 1t T.8. 16, 318,
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT I3

Makrizi's description of the Qaraitic synagogue in the
Musasa will be found below under that heading.

Beth Dwn and Yeshibah.

The style in which the Beth Din is mentioned is of
much interest, though often very vague. In 1122 A.D. we
have Bb™yn bxvORI 2PN 1 N2l and a MS. (probably)
towards the end of the eleventh century gives the following
heading? :—

T RMDKT DNND BROBODI NPT PT NN PR WD Y TP
AMID L. . T3, TIED IR LA 1B 9 R 33 M3 e
RN

In 1066, a document has the following % :—

P NNOn NMDHT R NN NXIMTP PTOMOINT AN LY DYPRN

1ovNn pavoea Syn
which is signed by mMpp *311 72w and a [Wwyn ¢ 93 ROV
vawn.

In 1114, 8 MS. opens with these words*:—

. DYI¥D BRBOD ATIRPOR MY DNIPA DA M P8 NINn
and a fragment without date 5 has pxwoea DYIpR DY™A, .
+++ ¥D, no vestige of the word before D' remaining.

Before any of these, in 1032, comes a document which,
as it speaks of the Chazzan and Shaliach of the synagogue
and is Very brief, may be given here ¢:—

S¥p3 Poxedx nowsa St prona ep Mapn pT R s N

AnSm mwn nbmy AR M0 o non O mwwbx owabx o
mony B 5y Sap 33 Sxwow a3 nOn onmar B Mo pawd praam
moEbx o8 TIENNY P23 3MA DANIR 3B VP RO TS 2 pmn
pedn b w3 mwn Py 89 b b 2w b g

35 mdw 3 wbn
1 T.-8S. 24.14. 2 T-8. 20, 125.
3 T-8. 20. 83 (a document of 1049, T-S. 20. 23, mentions a =3 AOY M Mwrn
VW M),
¢+ T-S, 8’J 5L 5 T-8. 12. 538. ¢ T-S. 16. 45.

PR
7 =J.53!).
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14 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

A document of 1044 speaks of the P ma in the Syna-
gogue of the Iraqians?, so that probably only one of three
mentioned above would belong to Cairo.

In 1127 we have two documents together which speak of
2P N3 nawr wra jon mbyn ww S Svan e ma 2, while
one of 1129 has the same legend 3, and one of 1130 is made
out IPY PRI NI BN NON MOXD WNTNT MM 8D BNBDBI,
and N30 w3 M7 N Y33, and is signed by Mnn mbwn
DO L ., PD3 PR SR p3opa mbe 13 1% Where
this Yeshibah was is not explained, but that it was
in Fustat is seen from this last MS., which was written
there and signed by Magliach. Perhaps it would be in
one of the Kanisahs. There is also another document signed
by Masliach, where after s ¥5x he gives the additional
information DwNan 1 pra mwbe 1938,

This academy, or rather its head, appears very frequently
on the documents. Apparently the first w1 found here is
w8 then follows o1 =3 Sxww v3m3 $n mdw 7 probably
some time after 1028 (in which year his father Swww is
spoken of as 51pn wx18); the next found is ¥wnn Sx1, who
appears as head of the academy in 1092° and in two
undated documents!?, and whose son 5 nvo wxa xR T
582" was married in 1082'. Next comes AoY M3 N mdy
who is called n2wM a8 in 1092!% and MAWMN ¥R in two
undated MSS.}® Then follows our Masliach above cited,
in at least twenty-one documents!* from 1127 to 1138,

1TSS, 137 1%, 2 T-S.8J 54 S T.S. 10J 7%,

¢ T-S. 16. 151. 5 T-S. 10J 5%,

¢ T-S. 12. 16, in a letter addressed to * our brother Shlomoh ha-Shophat
ben Saadiah ha-Shophat”; a mp -1 nnbw appears on a document of
1022 (?) who may be the person here spoken of.

7 T-S. 137 9% 115 8 T-S. 13J 5!, and 8. 183.

? T-S. 20. 31. 1 T-8.8J 7* and 12. 100.

1t T-8. 24. 1. But in a Brit. Mus. MS. of 1089 A. p. (Or. 5545) he is called
Head of the Academy.

12 T-8. 20. 3I1. 12 T-S. 20. 86, and 13J 6%,

1 11237, T-S. 8J 5%; 1129, 103 7%°; 1130, 16. 151 ; 1132, 8T 5%; 1133, 13,
567; 1134, 20. 63, 20. 87, and 13J 2%°; 1135, 13J 2% ; 1136, 13J a¥%; 1137,
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 15

many being undated. After him comes Samuel from
1143 to 1159 L.

There is a 81 587 mentioned in 11652 during whose
headship a document is dated, but he is not called head of
this academy nor of any other, neither is “on 5sn33 in
1160 and 1166, nor nww in 11714 The next wx9, still not
head of an academy, is named ¢*tpn DANAN, the “ Hammer ”
or “ Destroyer ”’; he occurs from 1213 to 1232°.

After a space of 140 years or so from the last notice of
the Yeshibath Gaon Jacob we arrive at a new name or
a new academy. In 1292 a certain 37 9 is called ¥x
Awndw nnawr S, and in 1295 there is & M7 in the same
position”; while an undated MS. also gives S nnawer
+ v+ 48 which seems to point to the same academy.

Ibn Duqmaq®, in describing the #xSn 377 in the Musasa
(in Fustat), speaks of it as being near the Masjid al-arzi,
which is opposite the house of the Ris al-Yahad. Perhaps
this is the situation of the Yeshibah of Gaon Jacob.

The Markets.

The markets (7d) mentioned are these: ~a05x, rﬂxmbx,
rIardN, pRNOR, DrprON, taby, Aa¥bN, and jopbx.

Of the first, =asb% pwwbx, we have three notices, as
follows :—
v nasb% piobxa mmpnbx ppobx B AwdNa pxpoebKa NN
Oy powpbx Oxy rasbe pio e e pomba prawdx by nywe
mn Joom xNyebN NN 2R Py Ao 397 0Ny by

(A.D. 1139)10
13J 3'%and 12. 683 ; 1138, 13J 2%*; undated, 8. 179, 12. 91, 12. 653, 20. 37,
8J11% 10T 5%, 13784
! 1143, T-S. 137 3°%; 1144, 137 3%; 1150, 13T 7%7; 1152, 1373% 137 8%,
8J5%; 1157, 8J 5% ; 1159, 13J 3'%; undated, 8J 73.

2 TS. 13J 3" 3 T.S.8F 5% 13J6%%, 137 32
¢ T-S. 13J3"%, 5 T-S. 13T 3% %, 137 4% 13J9'°, 8J 6% 8J9g'e,
¢ T-S. 13 4. 7 Add. 3124. 8 T-S. 24. 8.

® IV, p. 25. See also below, pp. 21, 29, 31, and 35, for the house of the
Head of the Jews.

10 T-8. 12. 694.
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16 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

NI TT¥ 9D AMIDONI 330N PID TED BRLDDI ndx Wb
(no date), ., 7oN3 ™ Sx papdw

=23 5% P10 133 yaedx oy by 2775x B AdaxT ww .,
(A.D. 1118)2, ..., "N

Ibn Dugmaq® says that this mart is so well known as
to need no description, and it has many entrances. He
gives a list of the Masjids upon the Shar'i as-Siiq al-Kabir
however, and says that it extends from the Darb al-Majayar
to the Sahl Bahr an-Nil (the strand of the Nile); in
another place® he speaks of the Kam al-Majayar as con-
nected with the Kiam Ibn Ghurab, and also says® that
the Darb Badi connects it with as-Siiq al-Kabir. This
is either near or in the Musasa quarter just outside of the
Qasr ash-Sham’, a district which must be treated of later.

The P"\NDp’?N PID does not find a place with the other
markets singled out for “honourable mention” by Ibn
Duqmaq, but it will be found under the heading ul:é\ ylus
as oyledly Lebldl Gew; also he describes the mart of the
oil-merchants® as being between the ,u)\ksll ix)s and the
sl of the linen merchants: and finally gives a list of the
nine Masjids between the sl ixe and the pslos.
There is still a lane  psladl in Misr®.

We have a letter addressed in Arabic character to an
Ibrahim in this Siq al-‘attarin at Misr°, and another with
the words Ul s=,0 bleadl in the direction '; also there
is a MS. mentioning jmNoydx po3 pionnds m2858 13 by
oo mnebx PON 13, probably of the year A.D. 12152  The
person treated with is Tpp 13 PSR (3 TwwyON nx3na YoM,
another perfumer.

One document gives a shop on the paxraxdx pi0 18 in Misr:
this is another mart unmentioned by Ibn Duqmaq, unless

1 T.8. 16. 117. 2 T-8. 16. 63. 3 IV, p. 32.

* IV, p. 8o. & 1V, p. 52. ¢ Under Darb Badi, IV, p. 25.
"1V, p. 37. 8 ymw, IV, p. 33 ; see also IV, p. 26, line 23.
9 See no. 18 on the French plan mentioned in note 1, p. 2.

10 T8, 107 8L, 11 A MS. as yet unplaced. 12 T.8. 107 5.

1B -8, 12. 777,
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 17

it be the same as the panwvY, both terms being used for
spiceries.

Of the prxubx pD mentioned above, we have one notice
in a long and careful description which, unfortunately, is
very mutilated. It rung thus!:—

WRATP M NAPPR L L, NG MM o Awebr moe Wby
prem 57 53w w12 Typ aan pebh smn prade padbr
NI MOMPON PRNTON P10 b 15T 1 boubN L . L L [Dop]s M
D3 e e e e 308 pasA EOR awm wepmbiy prneby
0N AN 13 APTE 13 poRon AbbN T3y vax movbe Fpn venpbr
x> Sanpdba paptos 1o mbx Swine nbnbx a[na] L ... 3 Hapdoe
NDVIP RIDVON PANDI ARWD L., . neRpD poxoDN pRsTOR
Synpbie 1N, L, [77in]obox b8 Py &M K B 5T Senebr
WIND ... ON T DY PINISON ppE bR ARND Y 13 KD D
voob b aan Na33 e Sanonb Bafbn b

This suggests that the Market and Baths of the pnsw
were near to the i™Mynbx, which are described by Ibn
Duqmagq 2, who says that the ruins of these “steps” (i™xyn)
consisted of seven: they appear to have led down to the
strand of the Nile. A further note of the same writer?
informs us that poobx MmdK dwelt in a ks 4 which was
on the right of the entrance from the i:lla.. to the “Market
of the Steps,” and that this ;.ke was near to another
which belonged to the Madrasah of @(.Jl 2!, presumably
a Jewish teacher, while another, (ssg¢dl Lasizaudl o ("A‘J" .C.Ju,
is described as on a blind alley on the middle of the same
market, and Jews dwelt there. In still a third place® he
describes the Khatt ébl:l\ as having six approaches, the
fifth of which came from the Darb al-Lu‘azzin and the

! T-8. 12. 660. 2 IV, p. 35.
2 IV, p. 41, last five lines.
* Literally kitchen, or any place for cooking.
5V, p. 38
VOL. XVIII. (¢}
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18 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

sixth from the 4. Xu. A document of 1244 A.D. gives
the following description :—
PNPIZ AT TENY T3 PNPE D Yimapmbr 133 bR =apbx Tamn
apaas TN 3 o B oon g3 beabx vax mawax vOx mpaoby
wm b SOm 13 pabx g neaan by sy Hapbx am Sidae
NP3 [y oy mpeobxa mmpnbr prpox b nny mnabs
W by pxptox b mepa pwbxy S5a 3 pan prpr bx vamabw
H¥9 93 onman ax () s e

This 930 Jau» would perhaps be the one belonging to the
Madrasah spoken of above.

We have also mentioned in the extract given above 2
j5YON pret.  This mill would probably be by the whied )l
described by Ibn Duqmaq®

These places were all on or near the Darb al-Lu‘azzin,
which is said by the same writer* to have been in the
quarter of the paxvy. It was to the east of a building
called L}é‘ iy\u3 (or Syall), in which were the shops of the
sellers of wool, which may supply the word powy for
vovees YON IW above®.

The nxvro% P0 and the rabx PID are mentioned in a MS.
of A.D. 11485, which states that a house is situated on them
both ; therefore they must have been very near one another.
The description is: 1O% P> g0 b vruosbxa mbx wToR
ororbx 0 R, If the 1a5% may be the il Gy, the
linen-market, then that was upon the Darb al-Lu‘azzin
mentioned above.

For the nxnrbx po we go to Makrizi®. In describing
the &}l Jo! k>, after mentioning its connexion with the
gate of the Qasr and the Hamém a -Far, he says that it
leads westerly to the Nile, and to other places; then he
tells us there is an entrance to the s [.L>, and that the
JosLaid) ‘5\5 leads from it to lis &5, to the Staq al-Hamam,

1 T-8, 20. 98. 3 See p. 17, N mhN WK, &e.
3 IV, p. 12, see also under )zjl} )\.s &), IV, p. 36.
¢ IV, p. 26. 5 T-S. 12. 544. ¢ Khitaf, vol. I, p. 297.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 19

and to the gate of the Qasr. From Ibn Dugqméaq we learn
also of a zuqiq ls &5 which enters the Joludl ;1
Hamam al-Far was on the mart »,ls1%, which was apparently
somewhere south of the fortress 3.

Another document 4, of A.D. 1086, speaks of nb% Pty
=oNpOR B, DND is the plural of &,l.3, and doubtless refers
to Js” mentioned above and to another building &yull Ju2
which, we are told, was on the Ll d= 5,

The q'mSN pp is spoken of in a long MS. ¢ which is on
paper pasted together: across each join on the right-hand
margin is written the word nbx twice to secure it against
fraudulent omission of a piece. The document appears to
have been made out in a shop on this market : the passage
runs :—

AYRDY X33 877 ONp 37 107 Sy b pio 'p negn aw
DrdX 138 1 NN ANDT ‘B RTPY P OORPIM N B M
v+, 93 oannby

The western entrance to the JQ‘, mentioned above,
opened on to a lane leading to the §7sd% pi>. A w58 87
is also noted as a place of purchase on another document ”.

The remaining market is mpbx P, which is spoken of in
a MS. dealing with the jpxayb% np%3 8, and may therefore
have been in the Qasr ash-Sham': but perhaps it is worthy

of notice that there was a iamp‘m p1p on the Darb
al-Lu‘azzin,

Qasr ash-Sham'.

While this old fortress now stands practically outside the
inhabited parts which are known as Fustat or Masr al-
‘Atiqa, it has, since the foundation of the town, always
been a part thereof.

Ibn Duqmaq gives descriptions of the various houses

11V, p. 14. 2 IV, p. 104.
3 See Ibn Dugmagq, 1V, p. 32. 4 T-8. 20. 110,
5 Tbn Dugmagq, IV, p. 38. ¢ T-S. zo, 121. 7 T-8. 12. 1.

8 T-S. 107 5%
C 2
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20 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

and lanes and other noteworthy things in the fortress,
spreading them, as it seems, impartially over his pages
among those of the rest of the town, whenever they happen
to occur to him.

In the documents under consideration, the name of the
fortress often appears with the note adjoined that it is in
Fustat. In 750 A.D. we have a house =¥b BNILYDI N7 TON
yedr AP nl; again, in 1094, there is another described as
yord q¥p3 wpa?; in 1182 a MS. gives T¥pa qym vN®ODI
Powdie o,

This fortress has borne many titles, some of which do
not belong to it. For it should not be confused with the
fortress of Babylon, which is said to have been on a hill
to the south, which still bears the name of Babylon* It
seems, however, to have been called Qasr ar-Rim from
early times, perhaps even before its usual appellation was
acquired. This convenient term Rim would serve equally
well for any garrisons from the north, Greek, Roman, or
Turk ; or might originate with the Greek Christians, the
Melchites, before they were ousted by the Jacobites (Coptic
Christians), who betrayed their stronghold to Islam rather
than let it remain in the hands of the rival Christian sect.

Ibn Duqmaq frequently styles the place Qasr ar-Rim
al-ma‘aruf bi-Qasr ash-Sham‘? and this description recurs
in the Fustat documents. We have a house described as
owtN 3 faym DOR T¥P3 WD LNWLDEI in a document
which has lost half its date but must come between 1089
and 1188 A.D.5, while another MS. of something like the
same date evidently had the same terms’. The name
ovmbx 9¥p also appears on a fragment of a marriage contract
which may be somewhat earlier 8.

A few Hebrew documents bring us another name DX 2%p.

1 See J. Q. R., vol. XVII, p. 426. 2 T-S. 137 2% 3 T-S. 12. 487,

* See Lane’s Cairo Fifty Years Ago, p. 146, and Casanova, Noms coples du
Caire, p. 145, both of whom quote from Makrizi.

5 See his description of the Mu‘allaqa, IV, p. 107. Casanova, op. cif.,

p. 183, gives much information upon the names of the Qasr.
¢ T-S. 20. 16. 7 T-8. zo0. 17. 8 T-8. 12, 615.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 21

One has the remains of a date, . .. . 22" DhNpY 2PK, which
will be either 1206, or 1216, or 1260, according to taste
(i.e. v, Ny v, or D), the MS. being in Hebrew ; this
makes it, even taking 1260 as the date, not later than
959 A.D., and possibly as early as 895%. The next is of the
year 966 A.D. DVIN 9¥p3 D31 BNOOBI?; another of the year
969 A.D.2; and another undated® This is exclusively a
Jewish appellation, being the Hebrew equivalent of BYIONS,
The proof of identity between DyI8 7%p and yoedR 9%p lies in
the 969 MS., where the court described is in Fustat in the
Qasr D in the place which the 17t 772y call the place of
Bu Sargah. Amidst all the ambiguity with regard to
other Coptic churches, there seems to be only one church
of St. Sergius in the neighbourhood, and that in Qasr
ash-Sham".

The “ghetto” of Fustat seems to have consisted of
a portion of the Qasr ash-Sham‘ and a part of the town
outside the Qasr, mostly comprised in the district known
as the Musasa; there seems, moreover, to have been a
communication between the two through the property of
the Ris al-Yahad which was in the Musasa.

The indication of this is given by Ibn Dugmaq in the
description of the Khiikhat Khabisah ¢ where he says :—

Ol W axtly syl dnS o L metll e dmdl ula
Bl r 55 bl el e Bl axpell Uy ol b B e Ul
iclen Wals Koy dagll sda o se @l dolally gl

“This postern is in Qasr ash-Sham®, between the
Synagogue of the Jews and the masjid al-arzi there; and
it cannot be entered unless the Ris al-Yahiid remove
stealthily from the wall a gate which he opens from his
house, which is in the Musasa ...”

1 T-S. 20. 85. 3 T-8S. 12, 462. 3 T-8. 12. 499.

+ T-8. 12. 641.

5 prie Mo (used in the Talmud and Midrashic literature for the
“Roman Empire”) is the most familiar instance of this.

¢ 1V, p. 30.
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22 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

From a MS.! we obtain the following in the description
of a house :—

S¥P.L .. INTAR D 373 b nn by v nosnSx Tmdx . .
b nowaa g 39208 8T oSN
From another document comes this description 2:—
PNOREN Ywbs ¥pa v bRBDEI 139N 11 [Mon] (nbx) amaby
[¢pxalyb nowsb

The tower or bastion of the fortress mentioned in both
these cases will probably be the same. Makrizi3 simply
says that the Synagogue of the Iraqians is, like that of the
Syrians, on the Khatt Qasr ash-Sham®, while Ibn Duqmaq *
says it is on the Zugaq al-Yahud near the Mu‘allaga.

It is not easy to gather up and reconcile the points
suggested by these and other fragmentary references.
On consulting the various plans of the Qasr?® there are
shown two bastions on the south-east side and one at the
corner facing south. The first MS. noticed above gives
a house whose eastern side is next to the bastion which is
called the Synagogue of the Jews, while the western side

“of the house abuts on the road leading by Siq al-Kabir to
various streets and the district of the Musasa. It has
a north side also on which is a fundaq (or khan).

Now while the ordinary terms 'p92 and '37) are used for
east and west respectively, in Egypt the usual expressions
for north and south are replaced by ™na (the river side)
and *53p (the side of the Qiblah, that is, facing Mecca): the
Nile is not north but north-west of Fustat; Mecca is not south
but south-east roughly speaking; so that these terms are
very loose, and may each mean anything within a quarter of

! T-S. 12. 694 : this is an unfinished form, having blanks in the
description, for instance, of the fundaq, where it says =Tancwis pushe
Ao jende, after which is a space.  T-S. 20. 17, which is the witnessed

document, written by the same hand, is unfortunately too fragmentary
to assist us.

2 T-8. 12. 487. 3 Knitat, vol. IT, p. 464. t IV, p. 108.
® See the plan in Butler’s Coptic Churches, vol. I, and a small one given
in Baedeker’s Guide, 1goz, p. 70.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 23

the compass, and the terms for east and west seem to be
intended to fill up the other two quarters. This being
50, it seems quite probable that the bastion facing nearly
south will be the one in question ; and, indeed, this seems
the only one which can have a house near it described as
on the Siiq al-Kabir. It has already been suggested that
this Siq is just outside the Mu‘allaga Gate of the Qasr.

The description of the Khabisah given above says that it
is in the Qasr between the Synagogue of the Jews and the
masjid al-arzi! there. Ibn Duqmaq, under “Synagogue of
the Syrians?” says that this Khikhah? is near that
synagogue ; while under Kanisah Barbara*—which is a
Coptic Church still remaining in the Qasr, north-east of the
synagogue—he states that the church is near the Khiikhat
Khabisah, and that a masjid separates the two: and a masjid
al-arzi is said in another place® to be between the Khiikhah
and the Kanisah Barbara.

Now this gives us inside the easterly wall of the Qasr,
starting from north-east, the Kanisah Barbara, a masjid, the
Khiikhat Khabisah, the Synagogue of the Syrians, then
a house described below under Zuqaq Mahatt al-Laban as
between the synagogues, finished by the Synagogue of the
Iraqians at the south corner, on or very near the bastion.

This being so, and the Khiikhah being only approachable
from the Musasa, one is led to suppose that that district
extended upwards, perhaps from some little way south of
the Qasr, along its eastern side, that it was near the wall
of the fortress, with perhaps only a row of houses adjoining
the wall, and its various lanes all leading out eastwards.

There are two references to a Zugiaq (Ben) Khabisah
among the MSS.:—

N3 b AYED NPT YD BpRON Wb aNpIsoR MpaLdN
S9wa jan
! Masjid al-mu‘allaq and m. al-arzi seem to be the respective descrip-

tions of a mosque in an upper story and one on the ground.

3 1V, p. 108.
3 A khikhah may be a postern, or an open space between two houses.
+ IV, p. 107. 5 IV, p. 81 ¢ T-S. 6J 1%
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24 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

AIUM AYAD 13 PP D O oSk ax3 o ADvabh ApOnb
1NBD W13

The latter describes the zuqaq as in the Qasr.

Of the streets and lanes in the fortress the most pro-
minent is the Khatt Qasr ash-Sham*. Makrizi? speaks of
this Khatt, stating that the Mu‘allaqa church is upon it,
and that it has zuqiqs and darbs running from it. Ibn
Duqmagq ® says that there are ways from it to five places:
(1) from beneath the Mu‘allaga to the Siq al-Kabir, (2) by
Zuqgaq at-Turmus to Suq as-Sawwafin, (3) by Darb Mahatt
al-Qurb to Siq as-Sammakin, (4) to the Khatt Dar al-Walaih
and Hamam Biiran, (5) by Darb al-Hajar to Suaiqat
Mahars Banana.

There is a mention of the Khatt in one of the documents *
which speaks of a house in Fustat Misr “in the Khatt Qasr
ash-Sham' on the border of one of its lanes called Masjid
al-Qubbah.” This lane Ibn Dugmaéq® says is in the Qasr,
and entered from the Khukhat Khabisah. Under the
masjids ® he describes “ Masjid al-Qubbah?, that is, Qubbah
Rumaniah which is a covered way”: also he speaks of
another masjid on the Zuqaq Masjid al-Qubbah, and of
another at the end of Zuqaq Mahatt al-Laban which is
said to be aUW' 45, i.e. “having two gates,” the first from
this zuqaq and the second from one of the zugags of Masjid
al-Qubbah.

Of the Zuqaq Mahatt al-Laban there are two MS. notes?®,
as follows :—

P ON L. 4L, B NIER oK 80N A ana T R S b S
77¥n3 no% v DO Saem e P23 INNEYEOR pRovaby
L 383758 N3N 13 w3 8Oy Ay nbx 55K papra sppte prpior
Pro% a TS by NP nana aopobe b

. 12558 prpra mmpmbr prpor s prbanbr

' T-S. zo. ¢6. ? Khifaf, vol. I, p. 288. 3V, p. 38.

¢ T-S. 12. 720. 8 1V, p. 16, ¢ IV, p. 81.

7 Qubbah signifies vault: for the Saqifat Masjid al-Qubbah, see Ibn
Dugmagq, IV, p. 49. 8 T-S.8J 512,
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 25

Ibn Duqmaq! says that this lane starts where three
ways meet in the Qasr, one of which goes by the side
of Masjid Ibn al-N‘aman, and another to the Darb al-Hajar
which leads to the Mahars Banana. He says it is not
a thoroughfare, that a Kanisah of the Melchites (Greek
Christians) is upon it at the left of the entrance, and on
the right of the end is a masjid du babin. Under the
description of the Kanisahs of the Christians 2 he gives the
Church of the Lady Mary as situated on Mahatt al-Laban
on the Zuqaq al-Iskandrani upon the left of its entrance:
‘and the next, Kanisah Firianus, is deseribed as on the
right of the end of the said zuqaq, having two gates.

The Mahatt al-Laban appears to have been connected at
the crossway mentioned above with the Mahatt al-Qurb,
which led to the North or River Gate of the Qasr, e L
)

One document mentions the Zuqidq al-Yahtud3, and
a house situated upon it: according to the historian* it
was not a thoroughfare, and began on the right of the
entrance from the gate of the Qasr from beneath the
Mu‘allaga ; it was so called because of the Jewish synagogue
upon it. This deseription seems to imply that it led to
the southern, or rather south-east corner, where was situated
the Synagogue of the Iraqians.

The Zuqaq at-Turmus is mentioned in two MSS. %, the one
simply speaking of a house as =¥21 DpANON PP B, the
other apparently noticing a masjid on the zuqaq, possibly
the Masjid Mu‘allaq noted as on that laneS,

On the second document which has Zuqaq at-Turmus is
also mentioned a “Namdx papt7 which, apparently, ‘was
previously known as nonEbN, being in the Qasr. Un-
fortunately the MS. is very defective, but the description
is worth quoting :—

1 1V, pp. 15, 30, 45. 2 1V, p. 108. 3 T-S., unclassed at present.
¢ Ibn Dugqmagq, IV, p. 15. 5 T-8. 12. 88, 24. 44.
6-Ibn Duqmagq, IV, p. 81. 7 T-S. 24. 44.
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oo q]xpa m[aypby DbN ¥pa T¥n] BNDDRI WM TIM
Mt e.. [NOMIP AT MDY UNTON PNPII MO PNPION B
m oo qupbe a3 o 53 o Afwer or mr by] novibxa
Dy S[OR] L. I8P YL P L., PENOION 2D TN
OOMY ..y TFON 3N35R PN PNPISR RTT D 537
arox ApaR N xSy Son[ey] mwbe wana o by Sebp L
o mowboa [rompmbi axTon b e vbapbx wm Swbwe
Orpiond nbx xTox o mna m[nalos v asnds TnoNy mapba
smbx by O mnp pwdx M noxnbx Sweoadx omnax §3
voo P RAPD [Pamvp] AOvREDN NamOND ARvpmON (RN D
axm by be N3 g 3 st pawa[nid]
PNPION ., ., TADOOR 5., .., .y DR R[] DY maNep
e ees.. DDIOR pxpra MmApEOR

As there is a lacuna before no' this may not have been
the name of the lane. However, neither that name (as
belonging to the Qasr), nor »&n is found in Ibn Duqmaq.
Neither does one come across the pPwN9D, the turners?,
except in these MSS., where, however, there are two
more references, one of which makes it clear that this
poxsbe 381 was a gate of the Qasr: NITON B I
PSR 8P ONI XD ONBDDI WNLPONY MMbN a3 mmDamdR
poxaaby ax3a Hrpmdy, “and we entered into partnership
in the shop known for the sale of oil and pots in Fustat
at the gate of Qasr ash-Sham’, known as the Gate of
the Turners2” This is of the date A.D. 1104, while the
above-quoted document is of A.D. 1102. The next has
lost its date; it speaks of a house 9%pa qﬁm‘m Pp¥oX D
Dx mom Oomby TeNs T ban papra by prpdx o ymwds
poR[1]25% 833, This last gives another lane apparently
unmentioned elsewhere, %o, not a thoroughfare. Also
with regard to the *nmox by 128 mentioned in the MS.
of 1102 A.D. it is noteworthy that twenty years before, in
1082, there had been some trouble with a person of the

1 .]o_\;& signifies turner. 2 T-8. 12. 525. 3 T.S. 16. 72.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 27

same name with regard to the synagogue of the ow533, for
he is spoken of as follows!:—

137 mbx van 537 noin ma po oxobe e Ty 9 wmbs

M3 AR o 55 o AR 98D dow bavibx o prbx
v o DU D 1 PR, &e.

In a document of the eleventh century 2 appears a house,

TOombx pRpoN D P ¥Pa AYM DMBR q¥P3 M¥H BNBDDI
oxbd pamebx Ox xonTme wOx parabe nx AL L. L. 0
5 pEWOR MR PRPII MAPEOR PRPION Ox

Ibn Duqmaq states that the gate of the mWl wls iy
was on the Zuqaq at-Turmus? and that there was an
entrance to the Khatt wadl JoluJl from the lane of the
oWl @l b Wt Under the description of the G;
LAVRITRFIPRAY 1S\ 5 he says that the church oW 3 is
there, and that the gates are from this zuqdq and the
Zuqaq Mahatt al-Laban.

The Zuqaq vowds e does not appear elsewhere,
neither does the Zuqgiq ponpwdx (of the poor, or humble),
which is given in the following extract from a docu-
ment 6:—

Mapudx papox D w3 yoebx avp3 AmoTEby TR X
poxobR papra

Among the other localities and buildings mentioned as
being in the Qasr ash-Sham® are the following :—

13 AD® G5 gpn naa wb ppedx q¥pa ¥pa ndx awTon
7axb o b

The document in which this occurs is of the date

A.D. 1094, and the name of the house was possibly very

ancient ; for in the document of A.D. 750 8 the undesirable
person to whom the owner of a portion of the house there

' T-S,187 11, 2 T-8. 20. 16. 8 IV, p. 15.
* V, p. 40. 5 IV, p. 16. ¢ T-S. zo0. 87.
7 T-8.13J 2% 8 See J. Q. R., vol. XVII, p. 426.
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28 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

described agreed nof to transfer it was {3 unbMbR aba Ao
v 2 by bnmax. His name had possibly remained
attached to some house in the Qasr for some 3oo years.

The next house is *>X10x5% D¥max 13 Spxrnoxb mbx anTbdn?,
mentioned in connexion with the *s¥ambx pxpr and the
paxaabs ax3, which have been dealt with above.

On another document? are 3XI¥5N N7, IINON PRI T,
b bR (3 pow a2 AEpeby NerON TN, abmox 1A,
555, ., P w7 (%), and mwmD ax7. These appear all to
be connected with the Synagogue of the Syrians. Another
MS. ? speaking of a house on the Khatt Qasr ash-Sham® at
the end of the lane of Masjid al-Qubbah, says that its south
side adjoins MTBA NI o3 MErwobs kS, In the
document * which names the Church of Bu Sargah a house
is deseribed with its boundaries, but the description is very
mutilated. Houses are also named as being in Qasr
ash-Sham® in a marriage contract fragment without
date® and in another fragment®, but the description of
both is lost.

In another undated MS.7 1n 13 o0 5y transfers to his
son (jupn w2 53\&2’5} a house in a court in the Qasr, which,
on its north side, is near the courtyard of Sayn =p¥om 12
(the uncircumcised), and on its western side joins the
courtyard of “bn by mentioned above.

In a document® which speaks of {pN31 DyBR nBY 13 YD
+ .. 7 87 a house is described as nwnybr fmanDEON TNToN
powSN m¥p3 w3 'nbx.  This finishes the references which
are clearly connected with the Qasr ash-Sham’,

The Musdsa.

The first thing that is noticeable with regard to this
distriet is that the mart called sy} &iysw, the market of

1 T-S. 24. 44. 2 T.8. 20. g6. 3 T-S. 12. 720.
t T-S. 12, 499. & T-8. 12. 615. 6 T-S. 12. 555.
7 T-8. 12, 641, 8 T-8. 12. 585.

This content downloaded from
69.115.191.32 on Thu, 07 Oct 2021 22:04:21 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 29

the Jews, is nowhere mentioned in the documents. Ibn
Duqmaq does not give it special mention, although in
speaking of the Muséasa he constantly names it.

It would seem, as has been suggested above?l, that this
Musasa extended down the easterly side of Qasr ash-Sham’
and beyond that fortress to the south, that it was almost
next to the wall of the Qasr, and therefore its lanes mostly
opened towards the east; the reasons for this assumption
being that it was connected by lanes with the Siq al-Kabir
and the Mu‘allaga Gate of the Qasr, and that on it was the
house of the Ris al-Yahid, whose property extended to
the wall through which he could obtain access to the Jews
inside the fortress.

Ibn Dugmaq thus speaks of the Khatt iosall?:

“It is near the said Khatt (Qasr ash-Sham®), and on it
are alleys and lanes and covered ways?® which will be
noticed in their place, if it please God; and it has five
approaches: the first enters it from Darb ‘Umar from
beneath Saqifa Khira, the second from Darb al-Salsala from
Tajib, the third from the New Darb from Mahara, the
fourth from Darb al-Kurma, the fifth from Mahars Banana.”

Makrizi 4, in speaking of the Tajib, says :—

Gl pall e Balle 4T dopaddl o Lty G40 il J dbdl faa

“This joins the Mahara, and on it is the Darb Musasa at
the end of the eastern wall of the fortress.”

He also, in giving a list of the Jewish synagogues, after
stating that there is in Fustat a synagogue on the Khatt
Musasa on Darb al-Kurma, and that there are two
synagogues in the Qasr, says®:—

Jas inde o dolall b g 34l e £l lan (Bolall dnsS)
s dl (g Gl e il el BY B e 6T esiy

1 See p. 23 above,

2V, p. 38. There are three forms of the name used, rexen, mwn, and
N0,

3 Cilig 35)1, Py t Khitat, vol. I, p. 297.

5 Vol. II, p. 471.
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30 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

o Syl (S Lo opytey ialy Bliw p=2 aad¥l DM 45 el
LI T TR O] E. W

The syl &yo mentioned above seems to have been a
portion of the Musasa, for the S .pl Gb; ! is described as
having three entrances, from al-Darb al-Jadid, Darb al-
Kurma, and from Darb Abi Bakr on the Suaiqat al-Yahdd
on the Musdsa, “and all these places are now in ruins.”
Also under the heading (pWl ésy=? it is stated that sde

This Mart of the Jews is mentioned under the headings
of several of the Darbs of the Musasa 3: Salsalah, which is
said to enter the suaiqah opposite the Jewish butcher’s
shop (35l §52* wyil=); Ibn Bakir beside the Salsalah, at
the middle of the suaiqah ; al-Muasir, which is on the left
of the entrance from the suaiqah to Darb Mahars Banana;
and this Darb Mahars Banéana, which is at the end of the
Khatt al-Musésa, and is the road from the suaiqgah and
Darb Ibn Bakir.

Of most of these lanes there are notices which will be
dealt with presently.

The Mahars Banana is mentioned on a very small
piece of paper which contains the following rough note
and nothing besides: %33 Dan N3 PRADR 13 T3y AMEOR
§wa my o po 3 apdn 13 1y, The \3 probably
signifies 2}, half & being frequently used to denote 1.

Of the fragments dealing with the Musasa district one * is
full of references which are of interest. One of the
properties to which the deed refers is a quarter of a pnxw
(s> water-mill). This is seemingly its deseription :—

NYINY AT 2 DD AMSND MvonON B3 W BRODRI M
mvIPoR N, L S W viny nvienmbr b e bomby by b
Moo %, .., oK poxexSy pamda e 57 e pobxy ey 39

! Ibn Dugmaigq, IV, p. 14. 2 IV, p. 30.
3 IV, p. 26. ¢ T.S. 16. 173.
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Nz xrNON mpvapebx pamebx pa owm B L, L, 0N mm fyaa
' Wmin WP I8 DDNP (a3 ARNbN HUpm NrmbN joxmO3
axbaa (] Anpn aw Saspn o b [7pwbx jax] o
mp an e moby, &e.

The vellum, as is evident, has lost much of its edges and
both top and bottom: but enough remains to show that
the property was situated on a lane leading perhaps through
the “covered way” (n2'pb) of Ben Khira from the Musisa
to Tajib, another road.

The following quotation from Ibn Dugmaiq'—useful
because of its mentioning again the house of the Head of
the Jews—supplies information which suggests the words
supplied in square brackets above :—

s 53 i3 3y gl G Chmy deldl b2 e (He dd.
oLl g Cadatll gl G o) s lagler ada (W1 ) k)
P10 2 gppte oy sl g I Whho n ellgy sgpell (o) 15

The MS. later on mentions [*p=xo8] 1ax nepo and other
places, and speaks of a certain iDnSN a8, whose Jewish
name seems to have been 51 n2v, and jax nmadx ax by
MON.

The mills and millers that appear in the records are
chiefly situated in the district of the Musdsa. In the
document above we have two mills at least, the first
called that of joxm» the miller (iNnb5N), and the second
the dwelling of *p 128 poXp, and possibly a third between
them belonging to Mo jax p93b% a8, who from an extract
given below seems to have been the father of joxmm.

There is a house of (.\jﬁ\ @T o o~=*? which is near the
Zugaq ll, a lane which leads from the gate of the Siq
al-Kabir, near the Darb ‘Umar3 This will probably be
that of joxm» the miller, There is also a letter addressed
to 3gadl Ll ) g4\ which speaks of him in the text
as DMON 3 joNmobN AN T 4, Perhaps we may connect

1 IV, p. 40. ? Ibn Dugmiq, IV, p. 23, line 3.
3 1V, p.ar. t T8, 107 7L
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32 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

him with the (534! r;'“ il described by Ibn Duqmaq
under the Saqifa’® of that name, which he says was opposite
olal iall b, another mill, while the Jew after whom
it was called dwelt in a shop adjoining. These may be two
of the name joNm but they were both connected with
mills.

With regard to the mill known as the P jax Do¥p {20
we have a Zuqaq 5 .»!? which is on the right of the
entrance of the Darb ‘Umar, and a 5 .pl 332 also, near
the Siq al-Kabir, the latter perhaps the same as the mill.

In the MS. quoted above (..., %D vxODDI M) we have
a road joining the Musasa and Tajib and Darb ‘Umar and
“the Stiq”’ which is probably the Saq al-Kabir.

In another MS.3 jRmuSy wwwn 1303 nevapby 98T is given
as in the Musdsa and seemingly near the {5b3 ADPBON N7
mbpn wrA B,

Under Ibn Duqmagq’s description of the masjids in the
Musasa* we find under masjid Ibn Bakr that on the Darb
of that name there was a lane leading to the houses of the
Uietdl gn, which is mentioned again under the masjid
mu‘allaq near by. The dwelling of jxntbs v™wn may be one
of these houses ®.

Of the lanes and streets connected with the Musisa the
most prominent is the Tajib, which was mostly in ruins in
the time of the historians. This is not a street from the
Musasa but is joined to it by some four or five of the lanes.

Ibn Dugmaq gives a list of the eight masjids on what he
calls the remaining ruins of Tajib® He speaks there of
Zugaq %55 ) and of Darb il joined to Tajib by a
lane, and a s §)l>.

Makrizi makes the Tajib join the Khatt Mahara, and
says that on it is the Darb iogasll at the end of the eastern
wall of the fortress”. It was one of the oldest parts of

1 IV, p. 49. 2 IV, p. 22.
3 T-8. 16. 137. * IV, p. 81.

. % Another mill jxnzyitn pvw has been noted on p. 18.
¢ IV, p. 81. " I, p. 297, see above, p. 29.
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Fustat, being named after the mother of one of the soldiers
of ‘Amr.
In the documents the following entries oceur :—
NOMP IDVPON 20 b33 qupa O xmaban wox mOx anebs
wmar 521 250 559 pn by Anoby 7S ooy e §3 o o3
T,,, DY 38 ) an Tedn naax 5857 naw on b pemv

The person for whom the document was drawn up was
nxromabx sax Pedn 13 0w Jebs.

wowbX PRPE D (YD M3 jxabx qombx k) S vbx anbN
yar ax axodx Swebx 1w moqw ann paa m onavabx owm
2 b 1o

The wwwby pxpt and the 72t do nob appear to be
mentioned elsewhere. The Tajib was also spoken of in a
MS. dealt with above3.

The Zuqaq Jﬂ o#! is thus described by Ibn Duqméq *:—
o e il ol e il gl dolalt 351 des e g
Jg L.S;i W ey sl O ey sl Oull e el Sy

oo solally 3gpdl digus

At the time of his writing it was all ruins.
In a document of 1203 A.D.% a property is thus spoken
of —
' w3 13 [PINp[t] b [papona nOx] nvashe antdw
Dwlox . ., 1 o3 [amvalyobe avbe asabx navna mnpne vime
oo oo 805N YN

In a fragment which belongs to the thirteenth century ¢,
mentioning PuORT A B W N0 ;b8 1x Tedx, and a
Lxnm, some property is described as Aypon paptd S 'p
[#9'0]3 1an3, probably a house formerly called the house of
NuX3 13N: this may be the same zugag. Tmbx 2970 is

1 T-8. 13J 3%, A.D. 1215. 3 T-S.8J 6",
3 T-S. 16. 172, see p. 30 above. See also below, T-S. 12. 562, p. 34.
* IV, p. 14. 5 T-8. 12. 602, ¢ T-8. 12. 483.

VOL, XVIII. D
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34 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

mentioned again in another document, and is spoken of
below 1.

To the Zugaq N3t °» there are two MS. references, one
of A.D. 10762 and one of A.D. 1120%; the former speaks
of N7 prpra MmYpSR PRPISK B meNynbNg q¥ma nbx pawbx
the latter, of which much is lost, mentions Prbx paxbn
I3 D PRPYI MHPEOR TERI MOR PRPOR % AOINT ¥ BNBODI.

Beside these houses the following places are named:
ooimbx nxs Ooobx myspba; mynpbx 877 oy ' nbx mposby;
pRioSR; PaRTON prnn o asbr b mavsenbi; Snbx by
N ; NP {IND AN NIND 98T (on the south of the houses);
Ao mavyobr .. 5% (on the north); mmpmbx axmabw
'ONBNOR 1383 (on the east); and apparently the lane jN3t =»
on the west separating between the houses and =
neradn TH jar3 nans vyt

Ibn Duqmaq, speaking of b; 344, says that it begins
opposite the Ma:sjid (2l; that it formerly penetrated into
the Suaiqat al-Ashraf, but did not in his day. He does not
mention the Musasa.

ooinbx. Other mention is made of a majlis (assembly) in
the documents: ome says® mB P ......pWpxa OB
+ . oba, and, o Hi ye» oo Boy 8.

A small piece of paper ¢ reads :—
NNTY MDD 3wy L, , ohaobe nxv Seobx mpspbxy prbab
P o7 o owbi N3 TeRON PPN B . ., ., nxdnbx aRpebe
Mmooy RN

The note of Makrizi on the synagogue in the Musasa
already quoted ” informs us that the Jewish tradition was
that this synagogue was the _us* of the Prophet Elias.

There was a house named nyxp (nvaymby nmamwby wdr

1 See p. 37, line 8. 2 T-8. 16. 5.
3 T-S. 12. 562. ¢ IV, p. 18, 5 T-S. 8. 243.
¢ Without class-mark at present. 7 See above, p. 29.
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MYNP), as appears from a document! which seems to describe
it as being pxptox 877 7% 0 vobxa wrasbx b3 ¥ avoDa
25 b8, This had been the dwelling of M joxrmby 1ax
vv.5mebx and was in the part possession of wamby 1
axb 13 3 metoe WO, 3w AoY, and Daxanbi a8 TEON.

There is said to be a place called syl .ol iel6 upon the
Hart oyl (2 which adjoins the Stiq Barbar, and which is
on or near the Zuqiq b ?; but as nYNP may signify
courtyard or place it may be a general term here. These,
however, if not the same, must have been very near one
another. One may note the tank described as “mppabr
which is in the middle of this ny8p3,” and that the term
b1 used at the beginning of the quotation means a portico
or vestibule.

Of pwrobx ¢ (the repositories, the magazines) we may
have another note in Dixa nwoby et b wibx mwob
mentioned in connexion with the house of the Head of
the Captivity in the Musasa °.

bmbx =wts. This house is described as bmbx =wvbw
awadr Aow Asaw mempbe in one document , and in the
quotation above simply movpon Smbx b, Tt is spoken
of by Ibn Duqmiq twice®, as being separated from a masjid
Jlye by sl i3l and as having on its western side the
2uQiq b .p Wle. The Siiq of the same name is described
as being separated from Mahars Banana by the place of
LY 18 0,

There is another document speaking of nEvIpSN Sty 10
noMnb% which may possibly refer to the same house: on the
same MS. are Jamabbr 035y, ..., 5n bamuxby, madby mon

! T-8. 16. 117. ? Ibn Dugmagq, IV, p. 13, and p. 84, line 16.
3 See above, p. 34, line o. Xlé..:.; = piseina, and signifies a tank or

basin, primarily for the ablution before prayer known as f;..;j, but
afterwards used for any tank.

¢ Ib., line 10. 5 T.8. 16. 137; see above, p. 32, line 15.

¢ T-S. 8. 150. 7 From T-S. 12. 562 ; see p. 34, line r0.

8 IV, pp. 24, 34. ? IV, p. 36. w T.8. 12. 50.
D2

This content downloaded from
69.115.191.32 on Thu, 07 Oct 2021 22:04:21 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



36 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

po2on by SBAbw, mwSn A[171). There was a wiyall G
near the masjid Jl,» mentioned abovel. The by oD
does not appear in Ibn Duqmaq.

aNwrdNa oy L, .2 In the reference given this
place or house is stated to be north of a house of which
the south border is mNtp jax 987 and the east jan IN9D
wNDRoN with N3t 90 on the west apparently, separating
the house from mrabx % jax =x7. In another MS.3 the
Awxb8 987 is on the north of a house of which the south
side adjoins jxoxabx 13y by, the east a road to the md3
and the west =woxbx 12 prdy Aovbx oo =xbe.  This
house is described as-in Fustat in nmwa on the road leading
to ppeasdy and poxaoobx.  Ibn Dugméaq notes a diriw
<3L,a¥l4 which was on the right of the two entrances from
Siq Barbar to Suaiqat Nuim. A suaiqat —!2¥ is spoken
of under the b; 3%; into which that lane used to enter,
but did not in the historian’s day.

nDINPPOR 37 is spoken of in a document of A.D. 12618
in the following manner :—
377 5387 qwpa AWEEOR B3 n wbi Yeopp TN 1R ¥

NDINPOOR 3773 A

Ibn Duqmaq deseribes the Darb as being bl §u e
iolall )1 dlsls, and that the Darb as-Salsalah was on the
right of the entrance of this Darb into the Suaiqat al- Yahad.
The house with which the document deals is called m i :
and may seem to have some connexion with a ruined part
described by Ibn Duqmiq, called the Q\l:l ('JS/G’ which was
immediately south of the Suaiqat Nuam speken of above.
Another MS." apparently speaks of this ‘.)( in 1214 A.D.
when two owners of houses agree to build a strong gate
upon the place: P2 NONDD PRy 283 MTodK Péw *Sx Sy byin

LIV, p. 24. ? See above, p. 34, line 12.
8 T-8, 135 3°% ¢ IV, p. 47.

5 T-S. 12. 5409 with 564. ¢ IV, p. 53.
T T.8. 137 4.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 37

vaxibe piwby by axsbe. A U r,( ke, is recorded’, i,
and &by both meaning a spacious area, a piazza.

There is one document which is full of detail, although it
is badly written on a narrow strip of vellum not more than
3 cm. wide 2:—

B M Y5 AT N3 A INThXY 3 BANaN 4 ¢ xDIR Py B
' MoK WoN o1 o 130K Y 13 1 5 mamm peam S Sewe
areeanbe b [39]7be 9oy vo% by onox swey oo
A 5% Soobx npxpbx N nim Taoma Mpebx Taombx Anvna nby
pron7on awabie Oobx eepbn oy nepinpmbiy Sxybr oD
b7 jana mrwmbx ppox o aomame b axabe e Swabs
7aomby banprby arbae i Siommbae prawba By ymewbr am wmenba
aonk o o 1axde wpbx mn

b% 2775 was called one of the lanes of =3 jan pxpt s
and it communicated with the Musasa by that zuqag.
Possibly svmwandn refers to the house, and means the
same as that described in the following *: p13p 73y =87 nbn
ANTOR NANNID TN PRIM PRI RANON 13 Do tantbw
xwonOn.  There was a sas2¥l 5 )ls which belonged to
Abi Bakr Mahmud bin ‘Ali and was on the 42! is).

The m57 jax papr, and the =wwy oM reeorded in the
document may be found under the heading i:Ys uj &; 8,
where it says that the zuqdq is entered from the &)\.:.
yos »=* and is open to the 5; »9: and these latter are
spoken of as coming the westerly one from Tajib and the
eastern from Mahara® We have here the name mn
(pilgrimage) given seemingly to the masjid on the Zuqgaq
Dalama, while the historian only records that there is one
there.

The few lanes and places of the town which are outside

1 Tbn Dugmagq, IV, p. 36. 2 Not yet classed.
3 See above, p. 33, line 22. + T-S. 10J 7 (2).
% Ibn Dugmagq, IV, p. 24. ¢ IV, p. 29.
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38 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

the Qasr and not in the district of the Musésa as far as
can be seen, must now be recorded with less attempt at
order.

mvobs.  This is spoken of in three MSS. %, one of which
gives m¥BbKa awpa 'nbx b and the other two mention
it in intimate connexion with the Siq al-Kabir. The
¢ell G (“lane of the mistress”)? is said to begin from
the gate of the Siiq near the Darb ‘Umar, and is so named
from a concubine of Pharaoh (ye3 d,w; while in the
enumeration of masjids® there is a &,.J} ;s mentioned as
near the Darb “‘Umar.

A ansbx 397 is spoken of* which one may perhaps
identify with the .Sl 35 which was on the right of
the entrance from Mahars Banana to the Hamam as-Saidah.

A qyoxts puby 9w7° may be upon the Zuqiq . swwdl
L.ks)l where was that person’s house.

A nmrdx 2837 may perhaps be referred to the description
of the g}ﬁl ss ol &)lud which was on the Siiq Wardan.
This is said to have been a Waqf and the written waqf was
nailed to its gate, and it goes on to say ikl \le sy
il

There is also one notice of the S w3 »b38,

These notes, rough as they are, may serve to further the
researches of others into the history of the Jews in Egypt.
There are a few other references, too vague to be included
among them, and in the quotations given houses and
localities have been passed over in silence because the
historians do not appear to mention them. A few of the
MSS. referring to the synagogues should be interesting to
an Arabic expert, and of course there will be numerous
documents in the collection that give other details which
will have escaped an unpractised eye.

1 T-8. 12. 552, 12. 604, and 16, 117, 2 Ibn Dugmag, IV, p. 21.
3 1V, p. 8o. 4 T-8. 12. 605. 5 Ibn Duqmaq, IV, p. 26.
¢ T-8. 13J 3%, Ibn Dugmag, IV, p. 18.

7 T-S. 8. 101, Ibn Dugmagq, IV, p. 38. " T-8. 8. 130.
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NOTES ON THE JEWS IN FUSTAT 39

It only remains to record my gratitude to Mr. David
Yellin, of Jerusalem, for his kindness in giving me infor-
mation, and revising the proofs as far as opportunity
served, thus rendering me a considerable service.

ERNEST JAMES WORMAN.
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