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Preface 

AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY is fascinating, and, fortunately, it 
is possible to write it on this soil. Great masses of source 

materials are available, for-unlike the case in much of Europe­
the few wars that have plagued us have barely touched the 
archival records. 

American Jewry-an integral part of the larger America-is 
worth writing about. The United States has become a land of 
destiny, and intelligent Americans have responded by developing 
a sense of history. Just as our republic has come to power in the 
twentieth century, just as it has emerged to exercise world 
influence and to meet the challenge of its being, its Jewish 
community, too, has grown until today it may well be deemed 
the most generous, the most responsible body of its kind the 
world has yet known-no small achievement. 

This book by Fedora S. Frank is an attempt to understand the 
American Jewish community by understanding the beginnings 
of American Jewish life in one locality, a Southern city distin­
guished for its stability, its dignity, its leadership, and its sense of 
noblesse oblige. If Nashville is the Athens of the South, its 
Jewish citizens have helped to make it so. The period under 
study here, however, is the period of Nashville Jewry's first 
decades of communal existence. The effort to recreate this 
history is particularly to be praised in view of the unfortunate 
fact that no congregational records, as such, have survived to 
document the course of this antebellum group. 

The 1840's, the 1850's, and the early 1860's were notable years 
in the life of the Jews of this land. By that time they had 
already established themselves in every town and city of impor­
tance. They had struck root even on the wide stretches of the 
prairies and on the sad wastes of the unending plains. Un­
daunted, the boldest and the daring, coming around the Horn, 
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had ventured even into the little village of Yerba Buena, soon 
to become the proud city of San Francisco. They were an in­
teresting breed of men, immigrants-most of them Germans­
men of restless, pioneering spirit who had the ambition, the 
will, and the native intelligence to hew out an existence for 
themselves. They had confidence in this land-and in themselves. 

Though frequently of little distinction and of less success, these 
many thousands, in their own quiet and unassuming manner, 
appear to us, their children, to be cast in a heroic mold. With 
their packs on their backs, they moved into the villages and 
onto the farmsteads of the ever-receding frontier, where they 
dedicated themselves to the rearing of their own families and 
to the strengthening of their age-old faith. 

It was in those days that five families and eight young men 
came to Nashville to build a synagogue in that town. This is the 
story of how that Jewry grew, in devotion and in hope, to 
become what it is today. This is the story of its beginnings, of 
its social, cultural, religious, and economic life, painstakingly 
pieced together by a conscientious historian who has proven that 
the dead can rise again. How grateful we are to her for making 
these dry bones live. Let us but have a hundred honest mono­
graphs such as this, built on fact, on truth, on honest research, 
and, if need be, on harsh reality, and we shall yet have an 
American Jewish history worthy of the name. 

American Jewish Archives 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
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Introduction 

THE TITLE "Five Families and Eight Young 
Men" is taken from a letter written August 

8, 1852 by Isaac Garritson of Nashville to the 
prominent and unofficial "Chief Rabbi" of 
America of that period, Isaac Leeser of Philadel­
phia. This letter is noteworthy as it is one of 
the oldest bits of factual information about the 
Jews of Nashville. Mr. Garritson wrote, "We 
have established here last year, a Hebrew 
Benevolent Society ... it is at present very small 
yet numbering only 5 families and about 8 young 
men ... " 

Although I am indebted to Mr. Garritson for 
the title of this book, the story pertains to many 
more people. It is the saga of Nashville and her 
Jewry during the decade of the 1850's. This was 
truly a fabulous era in American life. It was a 
time of growth and expansion, of culture and 
enlightenment, of strife and secession. It was the 
decade that witnessed the permanent establish­
ment of a Nashville Jewish Community. This 
portrait of Nashville attempts to picture life in 
Nashville as witnessed and experienced by this 
small group of courageous immigrants who left 
no records that tell us of their appalling difficul­
ties or their rewarding successes. They speak to 
us from the yellowed pages of court proceedings, 
from the almost illegible records of the govern­
ment census and from the enlightening adver­
tisements of newspapers and periodicals. May 
this book be a tribute to the industry, self­
reliance and memory of antebellum Nashvillians 
of all creeds. Fedora S. Frank 
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CHAPTER I 

A Time to be Born 

THE TIME was the fabulous fifties, a decade of progress and 
enlightenment. Among the population of 10,165 persons1 

who celebrated Nashville's 10th anniversary in 1850 was a small 
nucleus of men who established the first permanent local Jewish 
community. For an explanation of the absence of Jews in early 
Nashville history let us turn our attention to the beginnings of 
American Jewry. 

The story of the individual Jew in American history began in 
1492 with the discovery of America. Among the crew of the 
Genoese sailor, Christopher Columbus, were five Jews," and the 
legend goes that the first man to step on the soil of the New 
World was the Jewish interpreter of the group, Luis de Torres. 
However, it is to the twenty-three Dutch Jewish refugees fleeing 
Brazil following its seizure by Portugal that we owe the begin­
nings of American Jewry. This was 1654, and the port of entry 
was Niew Armsterdam now known as New York. 

At the close of the Revolution, after more than a century of 
residence, there existed in all the Thirteen Colonies only about 
2,500 Jews.• As their numbers were always small in proportion 
to the population, they did not scatter far from organized Jewish 
communities where congregations had been established. 

Probably, the earliest story concerning the settlement of Jews 
in Tennessee was one concerning a visionary project of an early 
explorer of the Tennessee country, a Scottish Lawyer, Sir 
Alexander Cuming.' Inspired, so it is said, by a dream of his 
wife, Sir Alexander went to South Carolina in 1729 and got 
himself appointed chief and lawgiver of the Cherokee Indians. 
The following year he returned to England and presented seven 
of the Cherokee chiefs to the king. In 17 48 Cuming proposed 
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to Lord Halifax as a revenue ra1smg government scheme, the 
settlement of 300,000 Jewish families on the lands of the Chero­
kee Indians. The families were to be settled in the Cherokee 
Mountains "as industrious, honest subjects" to develop that 
promising but little known region. When the government refused 
consideration of the project, the prominent Jews of London gave 
Cuming hearings to consider the scheme. Finally Sir Alexander 
proposed to open a subscription of £500,000 to establish pro­
vincial banks in America for such a settlement. Needless to say 
nothing ever came of this fanciful dream. 

Among the early traders and trappers who roamed the Ten­
nessee country in the 18th century it is quite likely that a few 
Jews were to be found. An unauthenticated story• tells of a few 
Jewish settlers along the Holston River in East Tennessee as 
being the only settlement of Jews in the state before the 19th 
century. 

An interesting but theoretical study based on the 1790 census 
of the surnames of the 31,913 people living in the territory that 
later became Tennessee estimated the nationalities of those resi­
dents as English, Irish, Scotch, Dutch, French, German, and 
stated that all others including Hebrews were thirty-two.• 

Prior to the Revolution, Tennessee had been a part of the 
state of North Carolina. It was ceded to the Federal govern­
ment in 1790 and became the Territory South of the Ohio until 
it was admitted into the Union in 1796 as the sixteenth state. 
The great majority of the early settlers were North Carolinians 
who found the Cumberland Gap an accessible gateway to the 
promising Western country. Furthermore, many North Caro­
linians had been given lands in reward for military service. As 
late as 1850 the census records revealed that 7.2% of the popula­
tion of Tennessee had come from North Carolina. In an attempt 
to unearth the beginnings of Tennessee Jewry it is only natural 
that we tum our attention to the mother state. Were Jews among 
the early North Carolinians who settled in the new country? 
Colonial North Carolina did not attract many Jews to her 
borders. Although there was liberty of worship, the Church of 
England was the established state church, and law permitted 
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only members of the church to hold office. There were few 
large cities, no markets, and opportunities were more attractive 
in the other colonies.7 Both the colonial and state records con­
tain many names that reflect Jewish beginnings. We read of the 
Israels, the Isaacs, Solomons, Moses, Mordecais but we can not 
positively establish that they were Jews. Two of the most ancient 
names in Jewish history designating the priestly caste are Cohen 
and Levi." These two names having many variations in spelling 
were not unknown in several North Carolina counties in the 18th 
century.• An abstract of the will of Solomon Davis of Pasquatauk 
County mentions10 a son-in-law, Cabb Coen, and a grandson, the 
son of Cabb, is called Daniel Koen signifying the change of name 
in one generation from Coen to Koen. One can only ponder the 
number of generations that were required to change the name of 
the probable progenitor Cohen to Coen. However, it is entirely 
possible that the name Coen was of Dutch origin. 

We must not be misled by the presence of honored and cher­
ished Jewish names in the North Carolina land grants or in early 
Davidson County deeds to property and marriage records. It is 
not to William Coen,11 Aaron Cohen12 also spelled Cohem, 
Henry, William, Thomas and James Levy" that we can trace the 
beginnings of middle Tennessee Jewry. These were probable 
descendants of a Jewish parent or grandparent who through 
intermarriage had left the ranks of their co-religionists. This 
drifting away from Judaism was quite common not only in 
colonial America but throughout the South in the 19th century. 
It would take years of study to give the full account of the many 
Southern families whose ancestors two or three generations ago 
were Jewish." Who then were the early Jews? Can the ceme­
teries provide a few clues? The search in this direction was 
unrewarding. In traditional Jewish observances, the rites con­
nected with death had real religious significance as they were 
associated with the hope of resurrection for a future life." Early 
immigrants had a fear of dying alone; as soon as a few Jews 
settled in a community the first need to be met was the establish­
ment of a cemetery. This the Jews of Nashville were able to 
do in 1851.10 It is doubtful if more than one or two Jews were 
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ever buried in the city cemetery which had been opened with 
the sale of lots in 1820 and 1821. Earlier burials had been in an 
open land now known as Sulphur Dell. All lists of burials in 
the city cemetery prior to 1846 have been destroyed, and no 
official death records for the city or county were kept until 1874. 
So from the list that is available to us covering only the years 
1846 to 1851or1852, the date of the establishment of the Jewish 
cemetery, two accounts merit our attention. One concerns the 
fees for the burial of one F. Fisher who died August 9, 1847, of 
inflammation of the brain." A notation on the burial file stated 
that the fees were to be paid by Garrison. Undoubtedly this 
benefactor was Isaac Garritson, sometimes written Garrison and 
referred to in an early history of Davidson County as Isaac Ger­
shon. Subsequent research reveals him to be the most prominent 
Nashville Jew of the 1840's and 1850's. The second item of inter­
est is that one lot in the city cemetery was owned by Henry 
Harris, a son-in-law of Isaac Garritson.1

" 

An examination of contemporary writings proves most con­
clusively that the Jew was not only a rarity but an unknown 
quantity in Nashville history prior to 1840. There is not a single 
reference to these people who in this era had the appellation of 
Hebrew or Israelite. The occasional Jew who might find himself 
in this sparsely settled area where there were no Jewish congre­
gations would find it most difficult to observe his religion. As a 
result he tended to drift away from the faith into which he had 
been born and reared. Being young and unmarried he often 
became a victim of the inevitable loneliness which led to inter­
marriage. Another reason may be given for the presence of few 
known Jews in the first seventy years of Nashville history. 
Sometimes he concealed his identity. In many places he en­
countered distrust, was treated in an humiliating manner, as the 
picture of the Jew drawn by ecclesiastical hands did not inspire 
or encourage polite treatment;10 and so, in the face of suspicion, 
distrust and contempt he was often forced to bury his origin. 

An absorbing account of the homeless Jew who intermarried 
and then met ostracism and antagonism is revealed in the court 
records of the contested will of Jacob Rivers. On September 
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11, 1838, Jacob Rivers made a will leaving to his wife, his daugh­
ter and her heirs all his property. In November 1849, Rivers 
changed his will, making his niece his sole heir. After River's 
death in 1850, the daughter contested the will, and the court 
awarded her all of her father's property as she was able to show 
that her father's knowledge and approval of her marriage to one 
A. Cline "a man outside her faith" had in later years turned to 
opposition and estrangement.•• 

The researcher digging into the past is often able to stumble 
upon a few clues in odd and unexpected places. The records 
of the oldest existing Jewish congregation in this country, Sherith 
Israel of New York, revealed the earliest known birth of a Jewish 
child in Nashville. Only fifteen years after the modest settlement 
of less than 300 people at Fort Nashborough, there was born on 
December 2, 1795, Sarah, daughter of Benjamin and Hannah 
Hays Myers, in Nashville, Tennessee.11 The father, Benjamin 
Myers, born in Newport in 1755 was the son of a Hungarian 
interpreter known as Myer Benjamin and an Austrian mother 
known only as Sarah, daughter of Myer. The baby's mother, 
Hannah, was born in New York, April 15, 1768, the daughter of 
David Hays and Esther Etting. Both the Hays and Etting 
families were prominent in pre-Revolutionary America. What 
brought Benjamin and his family to this outpost of civilization" 
will never be answered but we do know that the stay was of short 
duration as records reveal that another child was born in Vir­
ginia .. in 1796. 

The narrative of the Jew in Nashville prior to 1850 is truly an 
unconnected and fragmentary account of transitory and unknown 
names appearing in court records, on deeds to property, in mar­
riage records, in newspaper listings of letters held at the post­
office and in newspaper advertisements. One can not always be 
certain that the suspect was Jewish and often the Anglicized 
name of a Jew could be easily overlooked. The ancestry and 
religion of Nashville's first dental surgeon, A. Shymanski," who 
arrived in 1820, will ever remain a mystery. H. W. Abrams 
advertised in 1828 that he would open a school in Mr. McComb's 
house on College Street for instruction of both sexes in the 
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elements of the English language, arithmetic, penmanship, and 
geography.•• Letters, held for Z. Rosendrah and Mr. Zadock at 
the postoffice in 1841, suggest a short term stay in this area.'" 
Andrew Smolniker, an Austrian, born in 1795, came to America 
in 1837, but seemed to never stay long in one place. He re­
ceived his citizenship in Davidson County Circuit Court in 
1848.21 An application for citizenship was made by a Mr. Lenz 
at the September 18392

" term of the circuit court, but Mr. Lenz 
had departed before he could receive his final papers. Bernard 
Wallman wrote his name into the annals of the Criminal Court 
with the information he had been born in Hanover in 1820, had 
arrived in New Orleans in 1844, and in 1848 he announced his 
intentions of becoming a citizen. 21 

More information is available on Simon Pollock, an Austrian, 
who came to New York in 1837 and there made application for 
citizenship. In February 1843, he was given his final papers by 
the circuit court of Davidson County.3° The necessary term of 
residence for the issuance of these second papers established his 
arrival in Nashville about 1840. Pollock was a doctor and in the 
local papers of the early 1840's he advertised himself as a 
"practitioner in medicine, surgery and obstetrics."81 

It will never be known if it was poor business or the lure of 
California gold fields that shortened the Nashville residence of 
Dr. H. Fischel, a dentist, who advertised in Nashville newspapers 
that he "was prepared at all times to perform every branch of 
his profession in the best manner and on the most reasonable 
terms. Teeth plugged, drawn at all hours-artificial teeth from 
one to a whole set inserted on plate, also pivot which will be 
warranted to answer all purposes of articulation and mastication 
the same as nature itself."•• Dr. Fischel also announced that he 
used a pain destroying agent known as chloroform. A year later 
on April 3, 1849, the Nashville Gazette published a letter it had 
received from Fischel which told of his experiences enroute to the 
gold diggings in California. Dr. Fischel wrote, "only nineteen 
days from Mexico we were beset by robbers and thieves . . . 
the stagecoaches are robbed daily ... we expect to arrive 
in California about May l." 
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For the brief period of six months beginning in the fall of 1849 
and ending in March 1850, a local paper advertised the merits of 
a clothing renovator, one E. J. Lyons. Mr. Lyons referred to 
himself as a "wandering Jew" from Richmond, Virginia, who 
did no work on Saturdays.•• He announced his ability to "remove 
stains and spots from silks and woolens caused by paint, oil, wax, 
turpentine or grease." His renovating liquid was for sale at 
his establishment on Market Street where he also whitened 
straw, leghorn and panama hats. It is possible that E. J. was Ellis 
Judah Lyons, a brother of Jacques Judah Lyons the well known 
Reader or Hazzan of the Spanish Portuguese Synagogue, Shear­
ith Israel, of New York." E. J. was born in Paramaribo, 
Surinam, Dutch Guiana, July 1811. His mother had been Mary 
Asser Levy of Philadelphia who had gone with the father, Judah 
Eleazer Lyons to South America after their marriage. E. J. came 
to America shortly after his marriage, and for a short time he too 
was the Reader or Hazzan of the Richmond, Virginia Synagogue. 
Here in 1847 he also conducted a school for "young ladies and 
gentlemen." A curriculum of "arithmetic, geography, astronomy, 
grammar, composition, philosophy, history and mythology was 
comparable to the liberal and classical education offered in the 
best seminaries.''•• E. J. was no mercenary educator; he offered 
free instruction to children of indigent parents. 

To the hundreds of thousands of Europeans fleeing political 
uprisings, religious persecutions and economic distress, America 
was a promised land. It was inevitable that Nashville, the 
capital and largest city in the state, an embryonic wholesale 
center, would attract many of these newcomers. 

And such was the immigrant English family, the Franklands, 
who arrived in Nashville in 1845 after a residence of some years 
in New York. Their sojourn in Nashville continued until 1849 
when the family departed for Memphis where they lived for 
many years, becoming an active and contributing force in com­
munal and religious life. It is from the writings of one of the 
Frankland sons, Abraham Ephraim, that information of this 
period is available. He wrote, "The Nashville congregation grew 
out of a small group who formed a minyan•• in 1848 at the 
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residence of Isaac Garritson on Summer Street. Henry Harris 
was the reader and those who participated were S. Martin, E. 
Wolfe, Henry Jessel, A. E. Frankland, Louis Hanf, Mike Powers, 
Judah Franklin, Dr. Jacob Mitchell, Henry Nathan, Abraham 
Schwab and Julius Ochs."07 Frankland's narrative was written 
in 1889; all research today indicates that his memory after 
forty years was none too accurate with several names. S. 
Martin was probably S. Marks, and Henry Nathan was un­
doubtedly Sinai Nathan. 

In some form or fashion the lives of these men were inter­
mingled with the growth and accomplishments of Nashville in 
that momentous decade that preceded the Civil War, and so we 
begin the story of those immigrants who dared remain loyal and 
faithful to the religion of their fathers as they applied themselves 
diligently and patiently to the American way of life. 
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CHAPTER II 

A Time to Cast Away 

0 N a memorable day in 1845 the two youthful and courageous 
Elsbach boys, David age 14 and Max age 16, bade farewell 

to their loved ones in their native village of W aldsdorf in 
Saxony.1 They were casting aside familiar faces and traditional 
customs for a new life in a strange land among unknown people. 
Theirs is the absorbing story of all stout-hearted European 
Jewish immigrants who with determination, faith and hope 
entered America in the mid-nineteenth century. To the meager 
information available concerning Nashville immigrants, we must 
supply those known facts to recreate the story of this mass move­
ment to the Promised Land. 

N ashvillians of the twentieth century are prone to refer to 
themselves as a homogeneous group and as descendants of 
pioneer stock. Strange as it may now seem, in 1850 one out of 
every eleven persons was foreign born.' In the decade with 
which this book is concerned, 1850-1860, America experienced 
the greatest increase in immigration in relation to the existing 
population than at any other time in its history. Two million 
immigrants, mostly from the German states, flooded into this 
country, and the 50,000 Jews who were here in 1850 had grown 
to 150,000 by 1860. 

The seventh and eighth census reports, the Nashville business 
directories beginning with 1853, the Davidson County court 
records and the advertisements in the many daily and weekly 
newspapers disclose the names of approximately one hundred 
sixty heads of families who have been definitely identified as 
of the Jewish faith and who were living for some part or all of 
the decade 1850-1860 in Nashville. Approximately fifty percent 
were from Germany, forty percent from Poland and the re­
mainder from England, France, Holland, Austria and Russia.• 

23 



Less than six were native born. Many discrepancies in records of 
the countries of birth have been detected in this study. In some 
instances the designation of Poland is confusing. In the period 
with which this inquiry is concerned there was no self-governing 
country known as Poland, it having been divided in the 
eighteenth century between Prussia, Austria and Russia. Un­
doubtedly, many of the forty percent, who listed Poland as the 
country of birth, came from Prussia or Austria; and the large 
number who originated in the vicinity of Warsaw should have 
classified themselves as Russians, as this area was a part of 
Czarist Russia until it was returned to a recreated Poland at the 
end of World War I. The immigrants Alexander Klein and 
Nathan Cline listed both Poland and Warsaw as birthplaces. 

The Jew in early nineteenth century Europe was in truth a 
second class citizen; all sorts of restrictions were enacted against 
him. Wiirttemberg had adopted a law in 1828 prohibiting the 
sale or exchange of property by Jews unless it had been occupied 
or farmed by the owners for at least three years.' This and other 
restraints practically drove the Jews from Wiirttemberg where 
a Jewish teacher reported in 1856 that forty percent of the Jews 
in his community had left.• The conscription for army service 
drove the young men from many of the German states. Recorded 
in the archives of Wiirttemberg is the story that of 206 Jewish 
immigrants of 1848-1855, sixty-one percent were below the age 
of twenty. 

An edict of 1813 in Bavaria limited the number of Jews in the 
professions and in many businesses.• The exclusion from trades 
and professions, reinforced by restrictions in marriage permits 
and the successive years of economic distresses, drove the 
Jewish masses to the land of opportunity. From such situations 
as existed in Bavaria fled the Flashman brothers, Phillip and 
Nathan, Z. Levy and his eight nephews, the Nassauer boys, 
Isaac Stein and the Sulzbacher brothers.' 

In Russia, the anti-Jewish measures were colored by the 
hatred of Czar Nicholas I ( 1825-55) for the Jews and his per­
sistent attempts to convert them to Christianity. They were 
drafted into the army not at age eighteen as were other subjects, 
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but at twelve and were required to give twenty-five years of 
service reckoned from the eighteenth year. This measure was 
intended to remove the Jewish youth from the influence of his 
religion.• These discriminatory measures resulted in wholesale 
migration of the Jews particularly in the area that had once 
been Poland and where a very large Jewish population existed. 

The world was witnessing a whole new concept of freedom 
which had been nourished and advanced by the American and 
French struggles for independence. A desire for freedom grew 
in the hearts of all liberty loving and down trodden Europeans. 
This hope manifested itself in unsuccessful political uprisings 
in various German states. Many of these advocates of democracy 
were forced to Hee to America. Rabbi Bertram W. Korn in his 
book, Eventful Years and Experiences, has identified as Jewish 
only forty of these political refugees of the uprisings of 1848. 
Two mentioned by Rabbi Korn were to be part of the Nashville 
scene in the 1850's. One was Bertha Levy who was to marry 
Julius Ochs in Nashville on February 28, 1855. Bertha, when 
only 16, had been a student at Heidelberg University when a 
fellow student was executed for revolutionary activities. She 
was among a group who went to wipe up the blood from the 
street, and the authorities mistook her action as rebellious. Her 
family was notified to get her out of the country; so she was 
sent to her uncle in Natchez, Mississippi.• 

Another forty-eighter, who was to visit Nashville in 1856 to 
render an important religious decision, was Rabbi Bernard Illowy. 
Illowy's participation in the uprisings had been limited to an 
address made to the revolutionary army as it passed through 
his home town on the way to Prague.1° He realized that even 
this small participation would destroy any chance of securing 
a rabbinical position; so he too turned his thoughts and dreams 
to the golden America. 

The German outbreaks of 1848 and 1849 placed the authori­
ties in a dilemma. To detain thousands of political prisoners 
was an expense; to free them entailed loss of prestige and the 
probability of future revolts. Baden sought a way out by offer­
ing to send the rank and file at its own expense to America. 
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Only a dozen or more accepted, the rest preferring jail and 
martyrdom.11 

However, in one parish in Baden, three hundred sixty-nine 
non-revolutionary inhabitants out of a population of two thou­
sand nine hundred and nineteen indicated their desire to leave 
for America.11 Was there a remote possibility that Louis Sohn 
or Cohn, a signer of the charter to the first Jewish Synagogue in 
Nashville and a native of Baden, had been one of those who so 
signified his willingness to leave?,. 

As if the discriminatory measures, the political uprisings and 
the economic distresses were not sufficient reasons, the exodus 
received added boosts from newspaper editorials and advertise­
ments. Following anti-Jewish riots in Bohemia the papers had 
articles, "On to America." Leopold Kompert wrote, "The person 
who is capable of becoming free commits the greatest wrong 
if he does not ... whoever seizes the initiative in becoming free 
:;erves and carries the torch for thousands of Jews."" A writer in 
the New York German weekly Israels Herold wrote March 24, 
1849, "Hundreds of Bohemians immigrated this year. The sec­
ond class cabins of the boat leaving April 15 are completely 
taken by Jews from Prague." 

The European papers carried advertisements and notices that 
told of the fortunes to be made in America in every field and 
particularly through investments in real estate. What an incen­
tive for the poverty stricken Jewish lad who could still dream 
and hope! The American papers listed the banks and agencies 
that would forward money to Europe. 

Similarly, the gazetteers and guide books were selling America. 
There were numerous travel books published in the 30's, 40's 
and 50's which advised prospective travelers on schedules of 
ships, coaches and trains. Suggestions were offered for neces­
sary provisions for the long journey. The constitutions of both the 
Federal and State governments were also explained to these fu­
ture American citizens. Cities were described, and the opportuni­
ties in agriculture and business were explained. "There was room 
for everybody in America with talent.'"'" An early book described 
Nashville as a city of wealth, elegant mansions, thriving business 
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and great educational opportunities.1° Many state governments 
had inaugurated legislation to encourage immigration to their 
state but Tennessee evidenced no interest in a project that might 
tend to reduce the dominant Anglo-Saxon stock." 

There were some ninety-five travelers to the antebellum 
South who wrote of their observations and experiences.'" Ten 
of these were Germans and it is within reason to conclude that 
some of our immigrants read or heard portions of their books. 
Letters received in Europe from relatives and friends in America 
impressed the readers with the opportunities to be found in this 
new land. The arrival of money was proof sufficient that it was 
truly flowing with milk and honey. It is entirely possible that 
letters and money from young Elias Franklin to his family in 
Wakrova encouraged his brother Jacob10 to follow him to Das 
Goldene Land. 

Immigration was further stimulated by those who profited 
from it. An agent of the Pennsylvania railroad sold tickets in 
Bremen in 1856.'0 Agencies from Havre, London and Liverpool 
were maintained in Germany to recruit immigrants, and thou­
sands were taken across the English channel to London and 
Liverpool before proceeding to America. This routing to Amer­
ica via England was popular for many of the German, Polish 
and Russian Jews. Possessing little money or worldly goods, they 
frequently found it necessary to remain in England to accumu­
late the passage for America." Many settled there, married and 
begot children before they were able to resume their American 
venture. England was a popular stopover for many of Nashville's 
early Jewish settlers. In order to avoid military service a young 
teen-ager, Harris Abrahams, left his native Poland in the early 
1850's for Nashville where he had an older brother. His meager 
funds allowed him to get no further than England where he 
remained long enough to assimilate a working knowledge of 
the language." In 1854 Sarah, and in 1855 Sophy, daughters of 
the Polish couple Lewis and Esther Fry, were born in London. 
But the couple had reached Nashville by 1858 for the birth of 
their third daughter, Flora. Simon and Rosa Heims had two 
small children when they left their native Prussia. Isaac, the 
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third child, was born in England in 1853. The first child of 
Robert and Frances Blum was born in England in 1849 as was 
the firstborn of H. and Harriett Jacobs in 1856. Native born adult 
English Jews in antebellum Nashville included the three Powers 
brothers, Michael, Lewis and Sam, Priscilla Lipshar, Sampson 
Laufer, Esther Lande, Elizabeth Isaaks Lyons and Phoebe or 
Vogele Heilbon, the wife of the Nashville rabbi of 1859 and 
1860 ... 

This "on to America" movement gave impetus to the forma­
tion of committees and associations which obtained data on 
migration and settlement. All were encouraged to unite for 
travel. Jewish emigrants were particularly enjoined to unite for 
purposes of observing the dietary laws, the holidays and the 
ceremonies. Many groups combined so that they might bring 
with them the Torah Scrolls and ritual objects and that they 
might have within their midst a cantor or a religious leader."' 
It has been said that the emigrant truly set out with a prayer on 
his lips. There were editions of prayer books with special 
prayers for crossing the seas and a ready market necessitated 
editions in 1842, 1849, 1855, and 1860. •• Let us not forget 
that from many villages the Christian and Jew traveled side by 
side, their differences blotted out in a mutual dream of freedom. 

The associations for emigration required a payment for mem­
bership which entitled the member to designate one person for 
emigration. The emigrant could, if necessary, receive a loan 
from the association which was to be repaid. There were no 
established synagogal societies to assist the Jewish emigrant as 
existed in the Christian churches.•• And there were many who 
left without permit or passport. The hurried selection and adop­
tion of a surname for one family group consisting of an uncle 
and eight nephews suggest a probable departure without the 
necessary legal papers. When informed, as they prepared to sail, 
that they must acquire a family name, the uncle, known in his 
native village only as Zadik, chose the name of Levy, the prob­
able name of his father or grandfather. The nephews preferred 
the name of their native province; so the eight of them be­
came the Nassauers or men from Nassau." 
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As stated earlier, the author has found it necessary to weave 
into the meager known facts in the lives of our local Jewish set­
tlers the experiences that were common to all emigrants of the 
1840's and 1850's. The sentiments and emotions expressed by 
Abraham Kohn in his diary reveal the sadness of separation 
from one's family; and, in all likelihood, were the same emotions 
experienced by the Oppenheimer brothers, the Jessel brothers, 
the Lande brothers and the Flashman brothers, early Nashville 
settlers. Kohn wrote on June 15, 1842, "Yesterday morning I 
began my journey to North America together with my brother 
Moses . . . It was difficult to leave my dear brothers and sisters 
and especially my dear Mother ... Tears are a gift from God. 
I wept bitterly as I kissed my dear Mother for perhaps the 
last time."•• 

Mid-nineteenth century travel was at best a risky adventure. 
It required stamina and fearlessness. The immigrant ships had 
improved little in over a century; most crossings were in sailing 
vessels. Only three per cent of the immigrants arriving in New 
York in 1856 came by steamship. The majority of the ships were 
freighters which exchanged their cotton, tobacco and timber 
brought from America for human cargo. Agents chartered the 
lower decks at a fixed rate per ton of cargo. 

There were difficulties to be encountered even before sailing. 
Waiting for the wind or arrival of freight could delay departure. 
There were usually more immigrants at the seaports than could 
be taken care of, so some would be left behind. To those who 
had walked the hundreds of miles from their homes, this was 
a great disappointment. Julius Ochs was such a one who had 
tramped the six hundred miles from his native Frankfort to 
Bremen in 1845.2" During the delay at the seaports, the emigrants 
were besieged by tavern keepers, shipbrokers and land agents 
as they continued to make their final preparations for the long 
sea journey of some seven weeks. 

Provisions must be taken for the entire trip so it was necessary 
to have good containers that would withstand the gnawing of 
rats. At the emigrant provision stores, located near the wharves, 
could be purchased cooking and eating utensils and hooks and 
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nails that would be used to suspend the cheeses, fish and clothing 
from the walls of the ship. •0 

Often it was necessary for families to dispose of their few 
cherished heirlooms. The danger of being robbed was ever 
present as was the fear that the delayed sailing might be so 
extended that provisions and money would be exhausted. 

Packed like herring into stuffy quarters, the emigrant ship 
was truly a rat hole where the passengers fought over the use 
of the stove for cooking and were lucky if they were able to 
get half-cooked food. Living on moldy bread, spoiled meat 
and fish, and suffering from a lack of fresh air, it was inevitable 
that large numbers fell prey to cholera, smallpox and dysentery.11 

The hygienic conditions were so deplorable and the mortality 
on emigrant ships so high, that the Senate of the United States 
appointed a committee to investigate the causes and extent of 
the situation, to ascertain if legislation was needed for the pro­
tection of the passengers. The report of the committee revealed 
that in the last four months of 1852, of the three hundred twelve 
vessels with 96,950 passengers arriving in New York port from 
Europe, 47 of the vessels had cholera, 1933 passengers died at 
sea, 457 passengers were sent to hospitals and 21,857 had been 
victims of cholera. Lack of fresh air and partially cooked foods 
were considered the major causes of mortality. The committee 
recommended that the cooking be furnished by the ship person­
nel, and that the sexes be separated to prevent shocking im­
moralities." 

It has been said, and rightly so, that the many dangers facing 
the American pioneers on their westward march were as nothing 
when we consider the perils that confronted the nineteenth cen­
tury emigrant. Undoubtedly, an indomitable faith and hope in 
the prerogative of all men for a free world drove them on, 
insensitive to their discomforts but motivated by their dreams. 
Among such travelers were four European families who re­
sided in Nashville in the decade of the '50's. In the lowly quar­
ters of an emigrant ship in the year 1849, Anna Levy, attended 
by her husband S., gave birth to their third child Joseph.•• Mi­
chael and Pauline Schwartz, natives of Poland, with daughters 
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Rebecca, age eleven, Rosy, age nine and Mary, age six, landed 
in New York about 1850.•• Three years later another Polish 
couple Alexander and Jennie Klein with little Simon, three, and 
Henry, one, arrived in the promised land.•• And in 1852 from 
Cracow came David and I. M. Sobel with I. M.'s wife, Yette, and 
their infant son.•• For these couples now began the chapter 
on "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." 

Excluding the political refugees and the military service 
evaders, it must be remembered that the immigrant of this 
period was poor and unworldly. He nursed a burning desire to 
escape discrimination and to better his economic condition. In 
many instances his treatment upon arrival would have discour­
aged the most ardent of freedom seekers. There has never 
been a time when man was not beset by swindlers and crooks 
and this plague abounded in the 1850's. They were there at 
the wharves to fleece the innocent emigrant out of his few re­
mammg possessions. Landlords, railway agents, land sharks 
descended upon the newcomer, adding to his bewilderment. 
The emigrant guides suggested so many ways of making any 
contemplated journey, and the representatives of the competing 
companies were each so convincing in the expediency and low 
rates of their own systems. How did one make a choice of 
river, canal, railroad or coach? A Nashville newspaper wrote, 
"one of the greatest crimes is the selling of spurious tickets to 
those bound for points West. Good tickets are sold for passage 
from New York to Albany but from there on the tickets are 
worthless ... in a single day in Albany, one thousand foreigners 
have been stranded with false tickets.""1 

It was not until 1855 that Castle Garden was created to protect 
the immigrant from fraudulence. In New York, charitable socie­
ties were being established to assist the newcomer. Twenty per­
cent of the Jewish arrivals were dependent on Jewish charities.3" 
A society had been established as early as 1843 to induce migra­
tion from port cities.•• 

Again it became necessary, in many instances, to remain in 
New York until money could be saved for a continuance of the 
journey. Abraham Kohn, from whose diary this writer has pre-
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viously quoted, wrote so realistically of his efforts to gain a 
livelihood: 

During this period I was in New York trying in vain to find a 
job as clerk in a store. But business was too slow and I had to 
do as all the others; with a bundle on my back, I had to go out 
into the country, peddling various articles ... 0, misguided fools, 
led astray by avarice and cupidity! You have left your friends 
and acquaintances, your relatives and your parents, your home 
and your fatherland, your language and your customs, your faith 
and your religion to sell your wares in the wild places of America, 
in isolated farmhouses and tiny hamlets.'0 

There were many families who were to settle in Nashville 
during this eventful decade for whom this New York stopover 
was compulsory. It requires no stretch of the imagination to 
realize the doubts and apprehensions that grew out of their 
loneliness. The Russian tailor, Simon Heims, and his wife, Rosa, 
arriving in New York from a delayed routing through England, 
where their third child was born, remained residents of this 
great metropolis for the years 1854 to 1857 or 1858, and during 
this sojourn were blessed with three more children." We ponder 
if Mary Lewis was one of those wives to whose care her'" three 
children, born in New York between 1849 and 1853, were en­
trusted while husband Solomon trudged the New York villages 
selling his wares, but taking the time in 1852 at Troy, New York, 
to apply for his citizenship.•• The Robert Blums, the Jacob Ellis', 
the Henry Cohens, the Michael Schwartz', and the S. Levys" 
were some of the immigrant families who settled in New York 
for the first few years of their American residence. 

There were other ports of entry which offered the newcomers 
temporary shelter. Young Sigmund Godhelp, age 17, arrived in 
Baltimore in 1853 from his native Hesse and two years later his 
younger brother, Jacob, by then also 17, arrived." I. Flatau 
arrived at the port of Boston in 1854.'" New Orleans was the 
port of entry for Harris Abrahams, the Polish youth who had 
stowed away on a sailing vessel out of Liverpool." Charleston 
was the likely seaport that welcomed A. Livingston and wife 
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from Poland for it was in South Carolina that the two Livingston 
children, Marcus and Louis, were born.'" To Nashville from 
Georgia came the Henry Spitz family. Mrs. Spitz, nee Caroline 
Phillips, landed in Charleston with her first husband, G. L. Levy, 
in 1849 to join her husband's brothers who were the first Jewish 
settlers in Augusta, Georgia, in 1840.'" The Levy brothers 
achieved much prominence in their community. One brother, 
Isaac, served as chief sheriff, and another brother, Samuel, was 
Judge of the Superior Court and also Judge of the Court of the 
Ordinary."0 

It was a time of shifting populations; the country was on the 
move. New lands gained from the Mexican war, bolstered by 
the discovery of gold in California, triggered the westward ex­
pansion. Tennesseans pioneered in Texas; and from the North, 
the East and Europe, came new settlers to Tennessee. By river, 
by canal, by stage and by the very latest in land h·avel, the 
railroad, the population moved. In the two decades of 1840 and 
1850, the traffic was largely waterborne. The 125 steamboats on 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers in 1825 had grown to one thou­
sand by 1860."1 Nashville had a weekly service to New Orleans; 
ship arrivals and departures were reported daily in the news­
papers."' The success of the Erie Canal had led to canal build­
ing throughout the country culminating into a nation of inter­
locking waterways. The cheap one cent a mile travel rate by 
river and canal more than compensated for the snail's pace of 
three miles an hour."" There was an ever present danger of 
explosion due in large measure to the snags and bars in the 
rivers. In 1858, forty-seven steamboats were sunk on western 
rivers, nineteen were burned up and nine exploded."' And in 
1860 H. Cronstine gave an eye witness account of his experi­
ences in the collision of two steamers on the Ohio river."" An 
unknown immigrant has left us a graphic description of travel 
between New Orleans and Cincinnati. "I went by boat to Louis­
ville and Cincinnati, a distance of 1600 miles on the Mississippi 
and Ohio Rivers ... the Mississippi was very muddy-the Ohio 
much clearer and had more houses and towns ... it cost $7.00 
for second class cabin passage . . . we stopped twice a day 
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to take in wood that was burned-25 cords in 24 hours . . . the 
passengers are mostly German and Irish immigrants."•• The 
German Jew, I. J. Benjamin, made a cross country tour of Amer­
ica in the years 1859-1862 and wrote of his experiences in the 
large established Jewish communities. He gave the distance be­
tween New Orleans and Cincinnati as 800 miles."' 

The largely German cities of Cincinnati and St. Louis attracted 
the newcomers. On one day in 1852, one thousand German and 
Irish immigrants arrived in Cincinnati from New Orleans.•• By 
1860 the German element constituted 30% of Cincinnati. An 
early traveler had written that there were so many sign boards 
in German that "one felt he was in Hamburg:'•• The first and 
oldest Jewish congregation west of the Alleghenies was here 
and it served as a focal point for Jews who came from distances 
as far as New Orleans for the High Holy Days. Drawn to a 
place that resembled in many ways their native Bavaria, were 
the three Sulzbacher brothers, Henry, Marx and Martin. As 
early as 1840 Martin was listed as one of the incorporators of the 
second established synagogue in Cincinnati, Congregation B'nai 
Yeshurun. •• Here he remained until 1849 when the family moved 
to Pulaski, Tennessee, for a brief residence before coming to 
Nashville in the early 1850's. Mrs. Sulzbacher was Dorothy Holl­
stein, daughter of an early German Jewish immigrant who had 
arrived in Cincinnati in the late 1820's.01 Another prominent Jew­
ish Dutch family in early Cincinnati was the Le Jeune family who 
had emigrated from Amsterdam to New York about 1820. Here 
Bernard Le Jeune had married Esther Myers, a granddaughter of 
the same Benjamin Myers whose daughter was the first recorded 
Jewish child born in Nash ville in 1795. In 1830 Bernard was a 
signer of the charter for the oldest synagogue west of the Alle­
ghenies, congregation Bene Israel02 of Cincinnati. A few years 
after Bernard's death, his widow married Jacob Hyman. It was 
not until the late 1850's that the Hymans settled in Nashville 
where their two daughters Rebecca (Mrs. Sam Powers) and 
Henrietta (Mrs. Michael Powers) were already living and 
where in 1861 a third daughter Isabella was to be married to 
Myer Joseph at the outbreak of the Civil War.•• 
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English Jewry had been largely responsible for the creation 
of the Jewish community in Cincinnati. As a consequence it 
continued to draw many immigrants, Englishmen of Plymouth, 
Portsmouth and London. Prominent among these were the 
three Powers brothers of Portsmouth and London, both places 
being recorded as places of birth. As mere boys they had left 
their native England to ship out as cabin boys on sailing vessels. 
The sea, too, had its charm for their father Moses. At the moth­
er's death, he invested in a cargo of silk and embarked with it 
for America. Off the coast of Bermuda the vessel was wrecked 
and the precious cargo lost. Happily, father Powers survived 
and made his way to Louisville, Kentucky."' A Nashville legend 
relates that about 1840, three English sailors arrived in Nashville. 
Two of these were Michael and Louis Powers and the third a 
good Irish friend named Burns.•• 

At the beginning of the 1860's the Isaac Frank family arrived 
in Nashville by way of Cincinnati."" Via Pennsylvania came the 
Sam Brodies, the Louis Morganstems and the Robert Blums, the 
latter family also living briefly in Ohio.•• Henry Harris not only 
had lived in Pennsylvania but had applied for citizenship in Mis­
souri in 1844°" before beginning a permanent Nashville residence. 
The M. Rice family's arrival about 1845 followed a short sojourn 
in Michigan.•• Probably the most traveled couples of this decade 
were the Samuel Levicks and the H. Livingstons. The two Lev­
ick children, Rachael and Eva, were born in 1854 and 1855 re­
spectively in California also the birthplace of young Louis Liv­
ingston. Sister Jane Livingston was born in Arkansas.'0 How 
unfortunate that the stories of their probable overland route 
adventure were never recorded. Near the close of the Civil War 
another 49'er joined the Nashville Jewish community. He was 
Morris Fishel, a native of Bavaria, who also had lived for many 
years in the Queen City of the Ohio, Cincinnati. 

The oldest and in many instances the only direct mode of 
travel between Nashville and surrounding towns was the coach 
line. As early as 1802 the traveller Michaux found the road from 
Knoxville to Nashville over the Cumberland Mountains "as wide 
and as well beaten as those in the environs of Philadelphia."" 
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The four hundred eighty mile Natchez Trace road from New 
Orleans was considerably less than the route via the Mississippi, 
Ohio and Cumberland rivers," but the cheaper rates gave water 
travel an advantage. In 1850 the one hundred eighty mile coach 
trip from Louisville to Nashville required thirty-three hours and 
cost twelve dollars.0 By 1845 there were four hundred ten 
miles of macademized roads in middle Tennessee." The hard 
surfaced roads increased the speed of coaches from three or 
four miles an hour to seven and eight miles. It is doubtful if 
the stage offered more in comfort than did the river boats. The 
roads were dusty and the coaches often overcrowded. A Cin­
cinnati resident in July 1854 proposed the following to travelers, 
"One should have brandy or a small piece of opium or gum 
camphor to be useful in stage sickness."" 

Inevitably and unwillingly, Nashville welcomed the railroad. 
At the beginning of the decade there were only nine thousand 
miles of railway in the entire country; Tennessee boasted one 
hundred twelve miles with an additional seven hundred forty­
eight under construction.1

" Legislation had been enacted in 
1846 for a railroad in Nash ville; but it was Christmas Day 1850 
before the first engine arrived by boat from Cincinnati.77 The 
age of speed had arrived; railroad time averaged twenty-five to 
thirty miles an hour. At the sometimes increased rate of thirty 
and thirty-five miles the passengers were treated to much jolting 
and noise. Delays in schedules and poor connections often neces­
sitated the use of train, coach and river for a single destination. 
Passenger cars were uncomfortable, and in many areas the newly 
arrived immigrants took advantage of the lowest possible rates 
for a box car service of rude seats and no windows. In winter 
there were extra value opportunities in the use of passenger 
power when the engines failed to start. Both river and rail 
travel had their relaxing moments when one could fish or just 
enjoy himself while the firemen stopped and cut the necessary 
wood.78 

The new fangled travel caught on. Ten thousand rode the 
Ohio and Pennsylvania Railway in the first week of April 1854.'" 
The daily schedule of trains appeared in the local papers. By 
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leaving at eleven thirty each evening one could arrive in Chat­
tanooga the following morning at nine fifty. There were equally 
adequate facilities for transportation to connecting lines that 
served Atlanta, New Orleans and Memphis. By 1860 Nashville 
boasted four railroads,"0 and Tennessee had a system of 1,253 
miles of railway.•1 The railroad was here to stay even though 
it spelled ultimate doom to the river and coach travel. 

Undoubtedly, the young unattached immigrant found his way 
to this capital city by trudging the wearisome turnpikes and 
country roads. J. Swartzenberg, Bernard Klein, Isidor Fisher 
and J. Isaacs peddled their wares as they pushed ever deeper 
and further south."2 

This was travel in the 1850's. We need no bold or daring 
imagination to conclude that in such a manner and under such 
circumstances our European Jewish immigrants arrived in Nash­
ville. 
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CHAPTER III 

A Time to Build Up 
"Hear 0 Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One." 

T HIS 1s the Shema, the primary theme of the Jewish faith. A 
changeless and enduring belief in the Oneness of God is the 

core of Judaism regardless of the practices of its followers. 
Judaism is also a way of life, and the Jew has only to tum to 
Torah' and Talmud' for a guide to every day living. Here may 
be found the rules of conduct for all from birth to death, in 
not only one's relationship with God, but in one's personal life 
and one's treatment of his fellow man. Judaism is the oldest of 
the monotheistic religions. In its four thousand year history it 
has seen and undergone changes. Following the dispersion in 
the year 70 C.E., it substituted for the sacrificial cult of the Tem­
ple a worship of personal prayers based on the ethical concepts 
of the Prophets. 

It was not until the ghetto walls opened and the Jew began 
to participate in the secular world that the century old traditions 
and customs were questioned, and changes and reforms intro­
duced. This reform movement had its birthplace in Germany 
in the early nineteenth century. In America the first reform 
congregation was established in Charleston, South Carolina, in 
the 1820's but was short lived. The 1840's and 1850's witnessed 
the growth of several reform congregations as the movement 
received impetus through the activities of two great reformers, 
Rabbi Isaac M. Wise and Rabbi David Einhorn. These innova­
tions did not appear on the local scene until the middle of the 
1860's as large numbers of Jews moved into the area. The story 
of reform versus orthodoxy is a chronicle of another era and for 
the antebellum Jew we need concern ourselves only with the 
traditional Jew who wrote into the charter of the first Nashville 
synagogue, "the mode of worship be according to the form used 
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and adopted by the Polish Israelites." 
The seventh and eighth censuses revealed no Jewish congrega­

tions in Tennessee, but there were three in the state by 1860 
when the eighth census erroneously reported none. Whether by 
coincidence or planning, the act which created a synagogue for 
Nashville also authorized one for Memphis.8 

Prior to 1850 the Jews met for services in the home of Isaac 
Garritson on South Summer Street.' Undoubtedly, there were 
the daily morning and evening prayers and Sabbath service. 
It was unthinkable that a Jew would neglect the important High 
Holy Days of the New Year (Rosh Ha Shonah) or the awesome 
Day of Atonement (Yam Kippur). The Kaddish recited on the 
anniversary of the death of a loved one had a very deep mean­
ing for the Jew and undoubtedly brought to the home service 
many stragglers who may have been remiss in daily worship 
attendance. Mr. Henry Harris, son-in-law of Isaac Garritson, 
served as the reader for the group. 

The first recorded evidence of any organized Jewish group 
was written in the Davidson County Deeds to Property.° In 
July 1851, Isaac Garritson, Jacob Mitchell and Michael Powers, 
trustees of the Hebrew Benevolent Burial Association known as 
Shield of David, purchased for a cemetery three 3/ 160 acres 
of land on the Buena Vista Pike, one and one-half miles from the 
city. The price of $377.36 was to be paid in a cash payment of 
$125.78 and the balance in three payments over a two year 
period. In the history of American Jewry it will be noted that 
benevolent societies usually predated the establishment of a 
synagogue. One year later, in August 1852, Mr. Garritson wrote 
to the prominent Rabbi of Philadelphia, Isaac Leeser, "It is very 
gratifying for me to be able to inform you that we have estab­
lished here last year a H ebrew Benevolent Society . . . our 
Society is at present very small, yet numbering only five families 
and about eight young men . .. . " 

It follows naturally that we ask, "Who were these five families 
and eight young men?" As no roster of the membership of this 
society has been found, the author can only list the names of 
those persons who were living in Nashville between the years 
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1850 and 1852 and whose names appeared on either the first 
deed to the cemetery property issued in 1851 or the second deed 
which transferred the property from the Benevolent Society to 
the Congregation Mogen David in 1853.0 

The families were those of Isaac Garritson and his son-in-law, 
Henry Harris, which may be considered as one, Jacob Mitchell 
about whom this writer can only conjecture, M. Sulzbacher, E. 
Wolf, M. Rice and Louis Hanf. The names of only six young 
men appeared on these two deeds, and they were Michael 
Powers, A. Lande, Louis Sohn, E. Franklin, H. Jessel and M. 
Elsbach. The author, after careful consideration, would suggest 
as the likely two remaining young men, Louis Powers a brother 
of Michael, and David Elsbach a brother of Max. And yet, 
any one of the following might have been one of the eight young 
men, M. Cohn, S. Marks, M. Oppenheimer, A. B. Oppenheimer 
or Sinai Nathan. The last two names appeared in both the 
charter to the congregation issued in 1854 and in the 1850 census 
records for Nashville. 

The arrival date for Nashville's first Rabbi, Alexander Iser, 
a native of Poland who had been living in New York, is 
indefinite. He probably came for the High Holy Days in the 
fall of 1852 but the earliest recorded information appeared in 
a Jewish national monthly, The Occident, in June 1853. Iser 
was described as an excellent scholar, highly recommended, 
and his discourse on the Passover rated "very interesting."' For 
his varied and busy congregational services Iser was paid 
$600 per annum. 

The benevolent group had been transformed into a congrega­
tion of thirty members by the fall of 1853 when it petitioned 
the State for a charter of incorporation. The third reading of 
the petition passed the State Senate on December 5, 1853, but 
the omissions of the five names, E. Wolf, A. Lande, L. Sohn, S. 
Nathan and H. Jessel amended the first petition"; so that it was 
held over for the legislature of the following year which legally 
granted a charter on March 2, 1854. 

The congregation continued to meet in a room offered gratui­
tously by Isaac Garritson. They were also indebted to him for 
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the suggestion, Mogen David, for the name of the congregation 
in honor so it was said of Davidson County.• 

The author would like to mention the many discrepancies that 
were noted in the recording of names. The early Nashville his­
torian, W. W. Clayton, referred to this early Jewish benefactor 
as Isaac Gershon. Undoubtedly Clayton's information was 
received orally from a German whose heavy guttural utterance 
of the name Garritson fell upon his ears as Gershon. In no other 
record could the name Gershon be found. The name Garritson 
appeared with many variations in spelling and in a few instances 
was listed as Garrison. A petitioner of the first congregational 
charter in 1854, who was also a member of the Board of Trustees 
listed on the exchange of cemetery property in 1853, was Louis 
Sohn. He may or may not have been the Louis Cohn who an­
nounced his intention of becoming a citizen in the January term 
1855 of the Davidson County Circuit Court.1° Very definitely, 
the listing of the name A. E. Frankland on the synagogue charter 
was an error. A. E. Frankland, discussed in chapter one, had 
resided in Nashville in the 1840's but in 1854 was an active mem­
ber of the Memphis, Tennessee, congregation serving as its secre­
tary. The Nashville man was Elias Franklin whose name was 
recorded correctly on the deed to the cemetery property. The 
letters I and J had an annoying way of being substituted for 
each other and E. Wolf was undecided about the inclusion of an 
e on the end of his name so that he appeared in court records, 
newspapers and deeds to property as both Wolf and Wolfe. The 
mysteries contained in these century old records truly require, in 
a historian, greatly developed occult powers. 

Another interesting evidence of misspelling, undoubtedly due 
to foreign enunciation, was found in the first charter issued to 
Kaal A. Kodesh Mogen David in 1854. This was corrected in a 
new charter issued October 31, 1855 naming the congregation 
correctly as Kahl Kodesh Mogen David.11 

By 1857 the growing congregation had rented a room on 
North Market Street for five years and reported to the national 
Jewish periodicals that,11 "it had been fitted up in handsome 
style.'' The hazzan (reader), Alexander Iser, had decided to go 
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into business for himself, a practice which appeared quite com­
mon amongst the fleeting and shifting hazzanim (readers) of that 
decade. There was a scarcity of trained men available for posi­
tions as religious leaders. Synagogues were mushrooming every­
where, and the supply did not equal the demand. The Jewish 
traveler, I. J. Benjamin, quickly discerned this lamentable condi­
tion and wrote, "Jewish congregations turn a shoemaker, a tailor, 
a furrier or a butcher into a shepherd of souls who can conduct 
services, supervise observance of the law concerning food, can 
preach and can write without the least knowledge of Judaism 
or its sacred writings."1

• This dearth of rabbis and religious 
teachers led Rabbi Isaac M. Wise to also write, "Reverend Doc­
tors grow out of rocks and prairies in this country ... it soon 
will be a shame for a honest man to be styled Reverend Doc­
tor."1" 

When Alexander Iser decided to forsake his scholarly calling 
for the prosaic but apparently more remunerative field of bus­
iness, the Nashville congregation followed the common practice 
and inserted the following notice in the Asmonean: 

Congregation K. K. Mogen David desirous of engaging a suit­
able person to act as schochet, Hazzan, Mohel and teach Hebrew­
salary $300 to $400 per annum besides an increase from members. 
Candidate applying will do so in person at own expense showing 
testimonials as to qualifications and moral character. D. Eisbach, 
secretary.'" 

In the fall of 1857 the services of the Reverend Emanuel 
Marenson were engaged.1

" He had been a candidate and quite 
likely the only one answering the weekly advertisement. His 
acceptable manner of preaching sermons and reading the pray­
ers merited his election for a year. 

The following account in a local paper was indicative of the 
lack of knowledge of the Jewish High Holy Days among the 
Christian editors. "Yesterday and today constituted the New 
Year Holidays in the Jewish calendar. The usual church cere­
monies were observed yesterday in the synagogue on Market 
Street and will be continued today. Next Monday week is the 
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Day of Atonement and will be observed by this people with the 
usual Festivals."11 

At the annual meeting the following year, 1858, the congrega­
tion reported, "Mr. E. Marcusson who was with us last year ... 
has been reelected for the ensuing year."1

" Again the reader 
may be confused over the identities of the Reverends Marenson 
and Marcusson. From the statement that Marcusson was re­
elected for another year and from the possession of the first name 
initialed E. by both, it may be concluded that another error in 
either spelling or printing has bequeathed to later historians and 
readers another of its perplexing riddles. 

Under Marcusson's guidance the congregation grew in 
membership and completed the building of a mikveh (ritual 
bath). Marcusson was quite proficient in his many congrega­
tional duties; his ability as Mohel (one who circumcises) was 
so described, "This ceremony has been performed by him in 
the presence of old and experienced persons who say they never 
saw a better one.'"" 

Circumcision dates back to the days of Abraham. In Genesis 
we read, "This is My covenant which ye shall keep between 
Me and you and thy seed after thee; every male among you shall 
be circumcised.'"" This covenant at Sinai was binding upon the 
Jew. There were instances when a Mohel who must be specially 
trained for this ceremony, would be imported from many miles 
at great expense to fulfill the obligation of the covenant. Moses 
Lieberman, an active member of Congregation Adath Israel of 
Louisville, Kentucky, and an uncle of Simon Lieberman who set­
tled in Nashville about 1859, was for many years the ony Mohel 
in the state of Kentucky.21 And there were not so few boys born 
in the years 1857-1859 in Nashville who very conceivably were 
recipients of Marcusson's skillful services. These probably in­
cluded Jacob and Marx Levy, Samuel and Willie Ellis, Nathan 
and Charles Shyer, Jacob Schwartz, Henry Powers, Solomon 
Lande, Myer Cohen, Abraham Bloomstein, Solomon Harris, Sam­
uel Lewis and L. Adler." The girl child was named in the syna­
gogue at the first service of the reading of the Torah following 
birth. Marcusson found the time to also serve as the local 
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agent for the national Jewish weekly, The Jewish Messenger. 
In the spring of 1859 the notices for a replacement were 

again printed in the papers, as Marcusson had departed. A 
native of Prussia who had been living in Poughkeepsie, New 
York, was the successful candidate. He was a Rabbi Heilbon 
whose given name appeared in different listings as Jonas and as 
Isaac. Under his leadership the congregation flourished; services 
were well attended. Standing room only was the report at 
the High Holy Day services. The beautification of the Ark was 
a project completed at this time. The capable R. D. Blum, 
described as "a superior and masterly engraver," presented to 
the congregation two large plates upon which were engraved in 
large gilt letters the Ten Commandments. These plates were 
arranged over the Ark (where hand written Torahs are kept) and 
beneath the large plates was a small one bearing Blum's name 
and the date of the gift.•• 

Jonas Heilbon inaugurated in Nashville the first religious school 
patterned after the Sunday School... It was not only traditional 
but it was a requirement that every Jewish boy be taught He­
brew. When many of the world were illiterate, the Jewish child 
could read. This learning began in the fifth year and continued 
at least until the thirteenth year when every boy observed his Bar 
Mitsvah. This ceremony marked a boy's acceptance of his 
responsibility for his religious duties and for his own actions. 

In July 1860 after an illness of ten years, Phoebe Heilbon, a 
native of Cornville, England, and the Rabbi's wife, passed away. 
The congregation by acceding to his request to return to his 
former home in New York was once again seeking a rabbi. 
The affairs of the congregation for the next decade were written 
for posterity in the recurring advertisements for a "Hazzan 
Schochet and Mabel for the K. K. Magen David in Nashville." 

Fortunately one letter from a candidate, dated March 12, 1862, 
has been preserved. Alb. Rosenfeld, a native of Hungary then 
holding a post in Peoria, Illinois, announced by letter that he 
was a candidate for the vacant office advertised by the K. K. 
Magen David. He was desirous of knowing the kind of customs 
employed in the synagogue, whether German, Polish or Ameri-
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can. Further questions concerned the number of children, the 
hours of instruction and the amount of the salary. Mr. Rosenfeld 
then listed his qualifications and agreed to sending documents 
that would testify to his ability. The added postscript revealing 
the candidate's quest for a salubrious climate said, "You will 
please to inform me ... whether your city and vicinity are in a 
healthy location."'" 

Prior to Heilbon's departure, a cleavage in the Jewish group 
culminated in the establishment of a second congregation. This 
was a common occurrence in the history of American synagogues. 
Differing languages, customs and liturgy inevitably created dis­
cord; each member crusaded for the establishment of his own 
familiar ritual, born out of his own experiences. The writer, I. J. 
Benjamin, placed much of the blame for dissension on the un­
limited freedom which religious congregations enjoyed in Amer­
ica. "The slightest insult or an unsuccessful bid for congrega­
tional office would lead disappointed men into founding new 
congregations."•• The conditions that precipitated the schism 
in the Nashville congregation are unknown today. In November 
1859 a petition was read in the Tennessee Legislature to permit 
the Jews of Nashville to purchase burial grounds and erect a 
synagogue under the name of Ohava Emes (Lovers of Truth). 
The petitioners were L. Powers, Samuel Cohen, A. Klein, Samuel 
Powers, H. Spritz (should be Spitz), S. Levick, A. Iser (first 
Hazzan) and H. H. Goldberg. The charter was granted March 
12, 1860." It was a house divided, Mogen David versus Ohava 
Emes. 

The synagogue, since its inception, has been more than a house 
of worship; it has served as a meeting place for study, discussion 
and leisure time activities. Much of the Sabbath day was de­
voted to a reading and explanation of the Torah and the Talmud; 
it was a day of release from the problems of the workaday 
world. Suddenly this new American, this transplanted Jew, 
faced an economic problem when he dared observe a Sabbath 
on a day different from his Christian neighbor. Furthermore, 
his non-observance of the first day of the week as a day of rest 
frequently brought him into conflict with the law. To the Jew 
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his Sabbath was a day of rest, of peace, of joy, quite in contrast 
to the restrictive Sunday described by Randal McGavock, a 
prominent Nashvillian of the 1850's as, "Sunday is always a long 
and dull day."•• 

In Jewish life the home was ever a little sanctuary. On the 
doorposts were placed the Mazuzas, small metal or wood scrolls 
which contained the Shema. This reminded one as he left or 
entered his home of the unity of God. Since the home was 
established through marriage, it followed that the ceremony 
and rites of marriage were sacred and holy. Divorce was 
frowned upon, and Rabbi Leeser commented at great length on 
the first Jewish divorce obtained in Cleveland in the early 
1850's.2" The following couples were among those who were 
joined in wedlock in that eventful decade: Louis Bloomstein to 
Rebecca Greenbaum, David Eisbach to Sarah Lipman, Sinai 
Nathan to Sophia Stein, Julius Ochs to Bertha Levy, Nathan 
Cline to Emma Laufer, Samuel Lyons to Elizabeth Isaaks, Jacob 
Lyons to S A. Delisser, Samuel Abrahams to Teresa Sayers, 
Samuel Cohen to Caroline Schiff, David Aaron to Mary Louis, 
Myer Joseph to Isabella Hyman.•• 

Neither the Jewish rabbi nor the hazzan were empowered to 
perform marriages in Tennessee until March 1879 when the 
Tennessee legislature authorized Jewish rabbis to solemnize the 
rites of marriage. •1 The services of a justice of the peace were 
required at all the Jewish weddings in the 1850's to legalize the 
religious ceremony performed by the rabbi or hazzan. 

Judaism teaches that it is a mitsvah (commandment) to 
give aid when needed. The word tzedaka which refers to 
charity, actually means righteousness. When the first group of 
twenty-three Jews landed in Niew Amsterdam (New York) in 
1654 and were repulsed by the Dutch Governor Peter Stuyvesant, 
permission to remain was granted only after a solemn promise 
that the Jew would never be a burden on the community. During 
the early settlement of this country it was customary for a church 
or religious organization to take care of its own poor, so Stuyve­
sant's requirement was a normal one. Until the recent affiliation 
of Jewish welfare agencies with the larger overall community 
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fund-raising agencies, the Jew had taken care of his own charity. 
The success of this completely Jewish undertaking was reflected 
in an editorial in a local paper as early as 1854 which com­
mented, "The Jew is seldom found in hospitals and never in 
poor houses.".. When a request came for help, be it for the 
establishment of schools or a bride's dowry, or to fight discrimi­
nation or to aid the sufferers of pogroms, the Jew reached into 
his pockets and gave. 

Undoubtedly, there were many instances that taxed the meager 
resources of the local community. Most often it was a loan to a 
friend that enabled him to go into a business of peddling, but it 
might be free burials for the impoverished, Hebrew lessons for 
a needy child, or aid to the widowed and fatherless. When Joseph 
Stein died in 1858 leaving a young wife and year old child, Isaac 
Garritson, David Elsbach and Henry Harris appealed to the 
court for a settlement of the estate that would allow the wife 
and child an adequate sustenance.•• 

With the arrival of more and more needy immigrants, it be­
came apparent that a society dedicated purely to benevolence 
was necessary. The organization of this group, known as the 
Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent Society, occurred in August 
1859. However, the charter was not issued until March 5, 1860." 
By then an enthusiastic and active membership had sponsored a 
charity ball as a fund-raising affair."" The membership drew its 
strength from the younger element. Its incorporators were Ben­
jamin Lyons, S. Margolins, David Aaron, P. Flashman, S. Lieber­
man, L. Solomon and J. Emanuel. 

The services of the women were requested on many occasions, 
and in the early '60's they organized their own society for 
"the purpose of relieving the needy and distressed, attending 
upon the sick and for such worthy and charitable purposes as 
the constitution may provide." The charter for the Ladies' He­
brew Benevolent Society was not issued until February 1870, 
and those listed in the charter were Dorah Sulzbacher, Bertha 
Lusky, Bertha Schwarz, Ida Bernheim, Sarah Felderman (Feld­
man), C. Karger, M. Cronstein and Sophia Shyer."" 

There was no national organization that unified or served as 
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spokesman for the Jew. The B'nai Brith, a benevolent and 
philanthropic order, had its origin in New York City in 1843 
but did not appear on the local scene until 1863. •• The group 
was chartered by the State on October 24, 1865, as Maimonides 
Lodge number forty-six and the incorporators were D. Aaron, 
J. Loeb, A. Lande, S. Weil, A. Landsberg, E. Wolf and J. Mann.88 

A second benevolent society, an affiliate of another national 
group, was organized in Nashville at the close of the Civil War. 
Its main object was to support widows and orphans. It received 
its charter on February 19, 1868, as King Solomons Lodge num­
ber six of the Independent Order of Brith Abraham.•• 

The Jewish communities avidly read and enthusiastically dis­
cussed the Jewish papers; they also eagerly sought the advice 
of its editors, the majority of whom were able and consecrated 
rabbis. Isaac Leeser, an unauthorized chief Rabbi of American 
Jewry, was the man from whom Isaac Garritson sought Jewish 
books. Leeser served as hazzan of the prominent Philadelphia 
congregation, Mikveh Israel, for thirty-nine years and he edited a 
monthly paper, The Occident, which first appeared in 1843. 
Robert Lyons, a layman, edited the Asmonean for the years 
1849 until his premature death in 1858. Rabbi Isaac M. Wise 
established and edited two papers, The Israelite in 1854 and 
Die Deborah a German paper in 1855. The I ewish Messenger 
appeared in 1857 and was edited by the New York Rabbi, 
Samuel Isaacs. The great Baltimore reformer and Rabbi, David 
Einhorn, began publication of a German paper, The Sinai, in' 
1856. It was unlikely that the San Francisco Gleaner, initiated 
in 1858 by Rabbi Juluis Eckman, attracted any local readers 
at such great distance. 

These Rabbis used their papers as lecture platforms. They 
instructed and informed their readers of the international, na­
tional and local events, political, religious and social. They had 
encyclopedic information on questions of ritual and liturgy and 
were perhaps the arbitrators in many local squabbles. Rabbi 
Wise pleaded with his readers to never evade or deny the issue 
of being a Jew. "Christians respect those who respect themselves 
and practice their faith."'0 
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Many requests for relief and cooperation came via the printed 
page. In an editorial in The Israelite on August 7, 1857, Rabbi 
Wise urged "Agitate"-"Call Meetings, engage the press in your 
favor." The turmoil was precipitated by an American treaty 
with the Swiss Government which discriminated against the 
Jew. As a result of Wise's appeal, the Nashville Jewry called a 
mass meeting at the synagogue on Sunday October 18, 1857, 
and resolutions adopted read, "That as citizens and Israelites 
we protest the articles adopted in the treaty whereby citizens 
of Switzerland are deprived of certain rights while living in that 
country and that the President take steps to secure the same 
privilege for the Jew as are enjoyed by all citizens." A commit­
tee was appointed to confer with United States Senators to plead 
this cause in the Senate." 

The first national organization to speak for American Jewry, 
The Board of Delegates of the American Israelites, was founded 
in 1859 as a protest against the abduction in 1858 of the six 
year old Italian child, Edgar Mortara. Years earlier the child 
had been quite ill and a devout Catholic nurse had secretly bap­
tized him. The act was never divulged until the nurse was dis­
missed from her position. When the Catholic authorities were 
informed, they spirited the child away. Not only world Jewry 
but the Protestant world was aroused and incensed at this indig­
nity. The child was never returned to his parents. 

In the fomenting '50's, America seethed with the fiery zeal of 
saving men's souls. These were active years for church workers; 
it was a time of revivals and camp meetings. The Society for 
Ameliorating the Condition of the Jews had been organized in 
the 1820's for the sole purpose of converting the Jew, but its 
missionaries and periodicals had failed to attract many. Leeser 
lashed out at the Society terming it a fraud and advising the 
Jews to shun it... And Wise censured the activities of a converted 
Jew, S. Bonhomme who had been energetic in his efforts to con­
vert Jews in Louisville and Nashville.'" At an anniversary cele­
bration in New York City in 1854, the Society reported eight 
regular missionaries and eight part-time, all converted Hebrews, 
and announced that twenty-nine converts had been made during 
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the year. The Society found no Jews needing relief.'' This con­
dition certainly did not contribute to the success of the Society. 
The efforts of this group seemed to spark in the Jew a stubborn 
and persistent loyalty to his faith. 

In addition to the problem of fighting conversion, Nashville 
Jewry experienced a perplexing situation in the treatment of 
Christian converts to Judaism. Converts have always been ac­
cepted, but Judaism has considered it improper to urge one of 
another faith to become a Jew. Adah Menken, celebrated and 
beautiful actress of this era, was a devout and loyal convert to 
Judaism. She resented the humiliations and discriminations 
heaped upon her people, and she observed in her life-time much 
of the discipline of her new faith. Neither glory nor profit could 
tempt her to perform on the stage on the holy day of Y om Kippur 
which she spent in prayer and fasting.'" 

In March 1856 Rabbi Bernard Illowy, a staunch champion of 
Orthodoxy and a great Talmudist, was invited to Nashville to 
render an opinion on the authenticity of a woman's conversion to 
Judaism. This moving and profound story, written so eloquently 
by this understanding mediator, would lose much of its soul stir­
ring beauty in the retelling; so permit yourself to step back in 
time to that eventful day, March 23, 1856, when the congregation 
Magen David resolved unanimously to abide by the following 
decision: 

This day came before me a question concerning a deceased per­
son whose right to burial some have contested and I decided accord­
ing to the knowledge with which the Lord has favored me. But 
that all men might know the justice of the case, I will explain all 
which belongs to the inquiry and the answer which I have given 
thereto. 

A certain Jew, a native of Holland, whom it is not necessary to 
mention by name, took unto himself a Gentile wife, and left his 
own country with her to seek a home in another portion of the 
world, to wit, some part of America; and it came to pass as he 
had lived with her in a manner contrary to our law for some 
years his spirits disturbed him for the wrong he had done; and 
he moved the heart of his wife to forsake the false belief of a 
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strange god and she said, 'Moses is true-his law is true. I will 
join the Lord and your people shall be my people and your God, 
my God.' So in the year 5599 ( 1838) they returned to Holland 
to the city of Amsterdam but no Rabbi would convert the wife 
because a royal ordinance ruled that no one could quit his native 
religion, but they told them to go to a small city where it might 
be done quietly and no one would know. And so they went to 
the town of Maarsche and she was converted, doing all the re­
quirements appertaining to female-they were then legally mar­
ried according to the law of Moses and Israel. But the Judge 
would not give them a certificate as he feared having transgressed 
the royal mandate. And then the man and his wife returned to 
America and it is now fifteen years since they settled in Nashville 
where they have done what is right and good in the eyes of the 
Lord. She was pious, modest, strict, nothing prohibited ever 
entered her house, she kept the Sabbath, she opened her hand to 
the poor and showed kindness to the living and the dead. She 
educated her husband's wife's daughter in the fear of God and 
taught her well what the daughters of Israel have to observe and 
the daughter emulated the deeds of the mother. 

In the past week she became ill and called her husband to her 
bedside and together after him repeated the Shema six times and 
then her spirit fled. 

When her husband desired to bury her, some objected as they 
wanted proof of her conversion. The rabbinical authority says that 
no proof need be presented for a person whose life and deeds 
showed she was a proselyte. She lived and died a real Israelite. 
Those who showed kindness to bury her did well, and those who 
objected were wrong. May her soul be bound up with the souls 
of all pious men and women.'" 

This modem Ruth who forsake the faith of her fathers for the 
one God of her husband was Mrs. Isaac Garritson, the wife of 
Nashville's prominent and devout pre-civil war Jew. 

The Baptist, Christian, Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist, Pres­
byterian, Catholic and Jewish religions" were divided on issues 
of creed, ritual and liturgy but they were united in matters in­
volving aid to the less fortunate and downtrodden. Within all 
religious groups, benevolent organizations, aiding the poor, 
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the widowed and the orphaned, blossomed during the 1840's and 
1850's. Governments took cognizance of the blind, the deaf, the 
mentally ill. Reforms were introduced in the treatment of crimi­
nals. Religion could not be divorced from the economic and 
social scene. A time to build up could be accomplished only by 
following the prophetic injunction, "seek justice, love mercy and 
walk humbly with God." 
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CHAPTER IV 

A Time to Plant 

A GRICUTURE was the dominant industry in Tennessee in the 
1850's1 and Nashville was situated in the heart of its most 

productive area. However, it was not among the predominant 
farming class that the Jew was to be found; this occupation for 
many centuries had been verboten. It was trade which attracted 
the immigrant just as it had lured a Frenchman in 1710, and in 
1786, Lardner Clark with his ten pack team of "needles, pins, 
calico and unbleached linens." Tennessee, one of the wealthiest 
states in the country in 1860, possessed property which was sur­
passed in value by only five states, Illinois, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia.• And Davidson, the richest county in 
the state, its property valued at $84,898,053, surpassed Shelby 
County by $3,000,000. • 

Nashville, favorably situated on a high bluff commanding a 
view of a navigable river, had early in its history been recognized 
as a trade center for the · surrounding agricultural country.' A 
local paper in 1845 acclaimed Nashville as the wholesale center 
in dry goods and groceries for Tennessee, Alabama and Ken­
tucky." This early preeminence was bolstered during the 50's 
by both the establishment of railway facilities and the internal 
improvement of roads, river beds and bridges. By 1860 Nashville 
had achieved an enviable position as the most important dry 
goods market south of Philadelphia." From three wholesale 
houses doing an annual business of $125,000 in 1850, the dry 
goods jobbing trade of twelve establishments in 1860 had grown 
into an annual trade of $2,225,000.' 

There were no Jewish owners of exclusively wholesale com­
panies either in dry goods, hardware, drugs, shoes or clothing. 
Undoubtedly, the capital investment required for such enter-
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prises made this venture prohibitive. There were, however, 
many Jews listed in the five business directories, 1853-1860, 
whose undertakings were of a combined wholesale and retail 
status. An analysis of these businesses, which were overwhelm­
ingly devoted to the clothing trade, leads to the conclusion that 
the proprietors were operating retail stores at wholesale prices. 

Much has been written of the beginnings of the Jew in the 
American business world via the peddler's pack. Undoubtedly, 
many of Nashville's early Jewish merchants learned the ways 
of America, trudging by foot the muddy and impassable roads. 
Later through the diligent and slow accumulation of savings 
which secured for them the purchase of a horse and buggy, they 
were able to bring to the isolated rural area not only a breath 
of the city but a more complete stock of merchandise. They 
were well received, housed and fed. In exchange for their 
trinkets, calico and patent medicines they often received eggs, 
fodder and chickens which could be turned into a neat profit 
for the purchase of more merchandise. The Jewish traveler, 
I. J. Benjamin, made this observation of peddling, "This busi­
ness is not at all in disrepute in America; the Yankee was always 
engaged in it and the farmer who then had no opportunity to 
find goods at his door, received the peddler with hospitality."• 

The census reports of 1850 and 1860 plus the business direc­
tories of the decade revealed the names of twenty-six local Jews 
for whom peddling provided a livelihood." Unquestionably, 
there were others living in Nashville who escaped tabulation by 
the census takers because of the traveling demands of a rural 
selling circuit. And too, it must be noted that the fee for the 
inclusion of a name in any Nashville business directory would 
exclude many residents in addition to peddlers. The census re­
turns for 1860 reported 167 peddlers in all of Tennessee10 and 
beyond doubt or question Jewry cannot lay claim to all of them. 

Many of the peddlers of the hinterlands supplied the small 
town merchants when their stocks were low. There were some, 
however, who never left the city; they vended their wares from 
door to door or collected bottles, rags and junk for sale to large 
users of such merchandise. A local advertiser wishing to pur-
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chase rags appealed to such gatherers with "it is no disgrace to 
save."11 

From peddler to second-hand clothing dealer was the next 
step up the business ladder. This was not only a trade in which 
the Jew had engaged in Europe but it was a business which was 
experiencing a flourishing and prosperous era in this country 
due in part to the great immigration. It required a small invest­
ment to repair and clean old clothes that could be resold to 
many who must economize. One name is listed in this ante 
bellum era as a dealer in second hand clothing. L. Lindoman, 
83 North College Street, was listed in the 1853 business directory. 

The clothing business attracted the largest number of Nash­
ville's Jewry. Whether in combination with dry goods or tailor­
ing, or conducted in a completely retail or the questionable 
wholesale-retail category, the clothing business in the 50's was 
open sesame to success. Many immigrant Jews brought to 
America a knowledge of and experience in the manufacture of 
clothing. Trained in the old country as tailors, they arrived in 
America at a time when ready made clothing was becoming 
popular. Until 1835 this trade was almost entirely confined to 
the furnishing of sailor sea outfits. Americans had been accus­
tomed to having their clothes made at home by a seamstress or 
sewing slaves although the rich often employed a tailor. As fam­
ilies grew wealthier and traveled, and as tastes in fashions im­
proved, the towns and villages were visited by professionals 
adept in cutting and fitting. In New York the arrival of many 
immigrants, with little time to wait for measurings and :fittings 
before they could continue their westward journey, made it 
necessary that tailors keep on hand a large assortment of sizes 
and styles. Theodore Greisinger, writing in his Lebende Bilder 
aus America, claimed, "die ganze Schneiderzunst ist deutsch."10 

The appearance of the sewing machine at this time gave tremen­
dous impetus to the industry. Invented by Elias Howe in 1845, 
improved by Singer in 1851, the machine could not only accom­
plish in one day what ten sewers could do by hand but was 
stronger, more regular and more durable.11 The popularity of 
the sewing machine was attested by the presence in Nashville in 
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1860 of five agencies each of whom advertised a superior prod­
uct ranging in prices from $60 to $150." 

From the census, business directories and newspapers, the 
names of nine Jewish tailors have been verified." Of the three 
tailoring and clothing establishments, only that of M. Sulzbacher 
may be positively identified as Jewish. It was in the wholesale 
and retail clothing business that the largest number of Jews 
were engaged. Here they were to be found as both employer 
and employee.1° The status of clerk was for those who were 
eager to push ahead of short duration.17 

The dry goods and clothing stores were probably fore­
runners of the later department stores or small neighborhood 
shops that catered to all members of the family. There was 
little ready made clothing for women for whom these stores 
stocked parasols, sunshades, fans, gloves, hats, shoes, laces, 
embroideries and dress goods.18 

The times, the personalities and the fashions were revealed in 
the advertisements of the 50's. As early as 1847 Louis Powers 
invited prospective customers to call and examine the mer­
chandise at his Great W estem Clothing Store on Market Street 
opposite Union Hall, where a large assortment of ready made 
clothing could be purchased "very low, for cash.''1° By supplying 
"every article required to adorn the outer man and make him 
an object of admiration to his friends,"•• Mr. Powers demon­
strated sound business acumen. His motto was, "not to be sold 
or undersold by any man or combination of men."11 His estab­
lishment weathered competition for it was still flourishing at the 
same address in 1860 although the name had been changed to 
the Tennessee Clothing Depot. Louis Powers was a sincere 
believer in the South's cause as later events were to reveal. The 
following notice in a local paper, however, seemed to cloud any 
such patriotism with a suspicion of gathering in the shekels 
before it was too late: 

Notes of City Bank and all solvent Banks in South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama and Kentucky taken at par. Nervous gentlemen 
who have lost confidence in state bonds and in the integrity of the 
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Union, now have an opportunity to deck themselves out in splendid 
style and calmly await the dissolution of the Union and the Day 
of Judgment. I also have $30,000 worth of property to dispose of 
on the same terms. 

L. Powers 
Tennessee Clothing Depot 
34 Market Street opposite Union .. 

Mike Powers, brother of Louis, was equally successful in his 
clothing store housed for all of that decade at 11 Public Square. 
In spite of close personal ties, the brothers consistently advertised 
that their respective establishments had no connection with any 
other business house of the same name. In the 1859 business 
directory Mike was also listed as a partner in the Myers-Hunt 
carriage manufactory. The partner Myers may have been an 
uncle-in-law of Mike's and a son of the pre-Revolutionary 
Benjamin Myers discussed in chapter one. Myers-Hunt and 
company made carriages, barouches, buggies, trolling wagons, 
rockaways and sulkies." 

A third Powers brother, Sam, had been a member of the large 
and successful clothing house Milus Brothers and Company, in 
Cincinnati. In 1850 Sam and a friend formed a new business 
known as Powers and Johnson." Upon the failure of this venture 
Sam came to Nash ville and he was listed as a salesman for Louis 
Powers for the years 1855-60. 

William Milius, another member of the aforementioned Cin­
cinnati concern, Milius Brothers and Company, also arrived in 
Nash ville early in the decade. He formed with Elias Wolf, who 
was already established here, a wholesale and retail clothing 
store at the corner of Market Street and the Public Square. Their 
advertisement stressed that goods were expressly made for 
them.20 

Morris Cohn operated the City Clothing Store on North 
Market Street which had been purchased in 1849 from J. B. 
Nichol.•• The editor of the Gazette personally vouched for the 
excellence of Mr. Cohn's merchandise. The motto of this house 
was "small profits, quick returns."11 
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Martin Sulzbacher arrived in Nashville in 1851 after a short 
sojourn in Pulaski which followed a residence of about ten years 
in Cincinnati. The City Clothing Store was sold in 1853 to Sulz­
bacher; and Cohn, its former owner and step brother of Sulz­
bacher, was off to make his fortune in the West. The new owner 
supplied everything necessary in a gentleman's furnishing house 
including Spanish cloaks, silk and satin plush vests, cravats, 
valises and carpet bags.•• For an advertisement in the Republi­
can Banner, Mr. Sulzbacher was awarded the editor's comments 
that acclaimed him "a man of probity and urbanity" and entitled 
to a large share of patronage.•• Mr. Sulzbacher consistently re­
minded the public that his cutter Pfeiffer, was always on hand 
to assure a beautiful fit. 

Personal selection of merchandise in eastern cities by the 
junior member of the firm was the advertising gimmick of Lande 
and Elsbach.10 Aaron Lande's enterprises pre-dated the chain 
store era. In addition to a cap manufactory established in the 
1840's, he was a partner in two clothing establishments, the 
Lande-Eisbach Store on North Market Street and the Lande­
Schlessinger store on the Public Square. 11 

The dry goods merchants were probably small operators as 
they did a minimum of advertising of their Parisian plaids, 
French Merinos, embroidered shawls and mourning goods. Among 
the most financially successful was Isaac Stein11 whose store at 
12 Union Street was established in the early 50's. At the out­
break of the Civil War the Stein family returned to Germany, 
but a son, Joseph, born in Nashville in 1859, was to return to the 
city of his birth some thirty years later to become one of its 
leading citizens and merchants.•• 

As the first public buildings in Nashville were situated on the 
Public Square, it resulted naturally that business houses were 
established near by. The Square was also the headquarters for 
the farmer who brought in produce to exchange for staples. By 
1860 the commercial district extended from the Public Square 
and Cedar Street on the north to Broad Street on the south, and 
from Front Street on the east to Summer Street on the west. 
The intervening streets, running east and west, were Deaderick, 
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Union and Spring which was in the process of name changing 
to Church Street. Spring Street divided the city into north 
and south, as every street crossing it began with number one 
north and number one south. The streets extending north and 
south were Front, Market, College, Cherry and Summer. 

By 1860 the public square was being taken over by wholesale 
establishments; thirteen of the twenty-eight business houses were 
engaged in the wholesale trade.•• The popular retail section was 
on College and Union Streets. As early as 1857 it became evident 
that the crowding of wagons and drays around the Public Square 
was pushing the retail business westward... Actually no street 
was devoted exclusively to any one business industry. North 
Cherry housed many dentists, doctors and attorneys; College 
near Union attracted the banks; and on South Market, South 
College and Broad Streets the wholesale groceries were located. 
The majority of the clothing and dry goods stores, owned by 
Jewish merchants, were concentrated on Broad and North and 
South Market. 

Nashville's Front Street, along the Cumberland River, had an 
undesirable section with a number of saloons and brothels.•• 
Two businesses conducted by Jews were situated on Front Street. 
One was a small clothing store located at 20 South Front and 
owned by S. Levick. However, by 1860 Mr. Levick had moved 
his business to Broad near College. The second business house, 
a variety and commission house, was owned and operated by 
Isaac Joseph whose bizarre ideas of advertising were not only 
unique but noisy. In addition to the beat of the drum which Mr. 
Joseph termed the St. Louis and New Orleans custom of calling 
the buyers together, a large bell was suspended from an upper 
window and it would clang with great violence to attract people 
to the auctions. 0 ' 

A local auction sale was described by Mrs. Sam Cowell, wife 
of an English actor, when she and her husband toured Nashville 
in May 1960 as follows: 

. . . for the last three evenings an auction had been going on in 
a store facing us, to call people, to which a huge bell, which hangs 
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from an upper window, is clanged every now and then, with great 
violence. The articles sold consist of 'Bogus' jewellery, and it was 
at first amusing, but since has become painful to hear the auc­
tioneer's glib falsehoods as to their value, etc. 

He is very rapid in his utterance ... 'Here gentlemen is a gold 
guard chain-15 pennyweights, and 8 grains in weight. 18 carat 
gold-the finest made. Such a chain as may be worn by a gentle­
man or worn by a lady when a gentleman has brought it to 
present to her.-Be kind enough to look at it gentlemen, you are 
not obliged to buy it because you look at it, although the very 
sight of such a beauty is worth a dollar alone. Neither too long 
nor too short. 25 rings in it, and all of pure gold, pure as your 
mother's wedding ring. Shall I say $30 for the chain, shall I say 
$30, shall I say $29, shall I say $28? Gentlemen, have you any 
idea of what the chance is you are throwing away. A chain like 
that on a gentleman's waistcoat is sufficient to prove that he is no 
loafer. Am I offered $20 for the chain ... and so on till perhaps 
he begins at $2. Then he goes on 'I am offered $2 $2 $2 $2, two 
dollars and a ha'af shall have it. $2 $2 $2 $2 and a ha'af shall have 
it, and a ha'af, and a ha'af and a ha'af shall have-$2 and a quarter, 
and a quarter, and a ha'af shall have it.-15 pennyweights and ten 
grains in weight, pure gold, or I return the money from this till 12 
o'clock at night-no advance upon $2 and a quarter-No advance? 
-gone! Now gentlemen, here is the watch I have been looking for 
all night. This is an English made, pure gold, silver-gilt watch, 
with a new kind of action which we call the patent revolver-How 
much for her gentleman? If she goes at less than $60 she goes too 
cheap. Every man ought to have a watch-etc., etc.•• 

As early as 1851 Mr. Joseph advertised that he would receive 
all kinds of marketing in exchange for merchandise.•• This 
system of bartering was common in the rural and isolated areas. 
Frederick Olmsted in his travels in the South in 1853-54 wrote 
of men who had never seen a dollar in their lives. Stores doing 
business with the farm area accepted crops in exchange for 
merchandise. This led to the establishment of commission 
houses that would either sell the crops in Nash ville or forward 
them to eastern markets for sale there. Isaac Joseph's auction 
store was such a commission house. The letterhead of a local 
concern in 1848 listed the following articles that were bought and 
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exchanged: wool, feathers, beeswax, ginseng, flax seed, hemp, 
bacon, lard, tallow, dried fruit, peach brandy, beans, peas, hides, 
furs and pelts!0 

In addition to the commission houses that purchased from the 
farmer, there were purchasing agents who personally selected 
items for rural and urban customers. A local advertisement in 
1857 announced the services of an agent for the purchase of any 
item from wearing apparel to furniture. The cost for such service 
was 5% commission on purchases of less than $100 or 2lf2% for 
those exceeding $100." 

The large business establishments purchased from eastern 
houses on long and generous credit arrangements, consequently 
they were able to extend to their customers credit on a twelve 
month basis. The neophyte Jewish merchants were content to 
sell cheaper for cash unconsciously accepting the sage advice of 
the nineteenth century business advisor, Freeman Hunt, who 
cautioned against the "pernicious system of credit." Mr. Hunt 
described credit as "hazardous trading for the sake of doing 
business.''" 

It is unlikely that the Jewish merchants of Nashville, the great 
majority of whom were struggling and unimportant shop owners, 
read either Freeman Hunt, editor of a national merchant mag­
azine, or J. B. DeBow, the popular editor of a southern business 
journal. DeBow's Journal was highly recommended by the 
local press. The Nashville newspapers, numbering five dailies in 
1860, served as the merchants primer. Three pages of the four 
page newspaper were devoted to advertisements. The local read­
ers were convinced of the worth of the fifty cent charge for a six 
line insertion if one wanted to "rent a home, employ a clerk, 
mechanic or teacher, hire a servant, find a boarder, seek a posi­
tion, report the loss or find of articles"•• or, most important of all, 
to sell merchandise. 

The 1857 city business directory celebrated the virtues of many 
of its advertisers in verse. Unfortunately none of the Jewish 
advertisers rated a rythmical notice. Hughes Brothers, distin­
guished artists, were publicized with: 
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The face and form of those you love 
When they are gone to Heaven above, 
Will soothe the heart of grief and sadness 
As we gaze upon their beauteous likeness." 

The following metrical composition solicited trade and support 
for Nashville's wholesale houses: 

Here may be found a splendid stock; 
Why go to Boston or New York? 
To order here your clothes are made 
Why not support your Southern trade.•• 

The dentist who employed these couplets undoubtedly, we 
hope, was rewarded with patients: 

01 to have good friends to leave us, 
Such as sound white teeth have been, 
Is to all most sad and grievous 
Till the doctor puts them in again.•• 

The Asmoneau, a weekly Jewish paper also resorted to verse 
for its advertisers with: 

If your face or hands are pimpled o'er 
Or burnt with sun till they are sore 
"Ballards medicated Toilet Soap" 
Will brighten up your face with hope. 

price 25¢" 

A business category that attracted many Jewish immigrants in 
the latter half of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
was that of shoemaker. But strangely few Jewish shoemakers 
were listed in the business directories of the fifties. In all likeli­
hood there were some who were unable to pay the charge for an 
insertion of their name. S. Steinmeier was listed only in the 1853 
directory. S. Cohn, boot and shoe manufacturer, appeared in 
both the 1855 and 1857 directories. Many of the boot and shoe 
concerns of this era sold trunks, valises, carpet bags and bonnet 
boxes. 

In 1859 shoemaking was revolutionized by a machine, that 
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could sew soles and uppers together.'" In early America the 
itinerant shoemaker would visit the homes and farms and 
there cut, peg and sew the leather into shoes for the family. 
However, this method did not guarantee the fit that a modern 
custom made shoe gives. Until 1880 few shoes were made 
specifically for the left and right foot. Lasts were straight and 
could be worn on either foot. Measurements were obtained by 
a string or stick, marking the length from heel to toe. Goodyear's 
process of vulcanization, patented in 1844, contributed further to 
changes in shoe manufacture as rubber shoes and rubber heels 
began to appear. The individual shoemaker was giving way to 
the shoe factory. 

An ownership of a grocery had always attracted entries due 
in large measure to the small capital necessary. To the cracker, 
pickle and flour barrel stores, the young immigrant was drawn. 
He could rely on his German speaking friends and neighbors 
for support, encouraged by the realization that people like to 
trade with those who speak the same language.'" The grocery 
store of the 50's dealt mainly in staples such as flour, sugar, lard, 
dried vegetables, parched coffee beans and molasses. For a "big 
nickel's worth" of bacon with a streak of lean, a streak of fat, not 
too lean and not too fat, the customer also requested the 
gift of a stick of candy. We may safely assume that bacon 
customers were not of the Jewish faith. For fresh meats, fruits 
and vegetables the man of the house usually made the purchases 
at the market house and farmer's market, which filled the Public 
Square from late evening until 10 A.M. •0 Scarcity of provisions, 
particularly in meats, led to a comment in the local press on the 
high price of chickens at twenty-five cents each.01 David Elsbach 
was listed in the 1860 census as a dealer in produce. 

Middle Tennessee was a large livestock area and it was a 
common sight to see herds of cattle being driven overland from 
Nashville to Cincinnati for slaughter. With no information on 
the Jewish cattle dealer, Sampson Laufer," the modern reader 
may justifiably rely on his imagination for any description of 
the duties and problems involved in that field of endeavor. 

One development of the 50's was that of large scale bakeries. 
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H. Spitz added to his bakery, on South Market Street below 
Broad, a confectionery which sold fruits, wines, preserves and 
catered for weddings and parties. Mike Shyer's confectionery 
store was located at 24 Broad Street. The delicacy, ice-cream, 
had just appeared on the local scene and met with immediate 
approval as shown in the opening of several ice-cream parlors. 
Eating places were often called saloons as evidenced in the 
advertisements in the 1860 business directory of a ladies' ice­
cream saloon and a coffee and dining saloon. 

Hotel living was quite common in the 50's. The fashionable 
hotel in Nashville was the St. Cloud at the comer of Spring and 
Summer Streets. Germans, having a reputation for cleanliness and 
good food, attracted travelers who felt safe and well fed in 
German hotels and boarding houses. Myer Lusky, an early 
Jewish settler in Nashville, after a career in fur trading which 
involved buying skins in America for shipment to Europe, •a 

settled down in 1860 to operate a kosher boarding house at the 
busy comer of Broad and Cherry Streets."' Mr. Lusky's estab­
lishment boasted a large hall which was rented out for balls, 
dances and parties.•• 

Lager beer, scarcely known in America before 1850, attained 
great popularity in this decade. The scholar and clothing 
merchant, Henry Harris, had probably met with some reverses, 
for in 1860 he was a proprietor of a boarding house and saloon 
at 11 South College Street. Here Moses Bernstein worked as a 
saloon clerk.•• 

Perhaps the most extensive and important dispenser of wines 
and liquors was the establishment of Lyons and Company. The 
four Lyons brothers, Ben, Jacob, Lewis and Samuel, announced 
as early as July 1852 that they had handsomely fitted up a store 
at 19 Cedar Street, near the post-office and would sell cigars, 
tobacco, wines and liquors at both wholesale and retail."1 

However, it was tobacco manufacturing that catapulted the 
Lyons into prominence. More and more capital was being 
invested in Nashville in this industry, first, because Nashville was 
near the source of the raw material, a fine quality tobacco that 
ranked among the best, and second, there was an ever growing 
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market for tobacco products. The Lyons boys recognized the 
potential in this home industry and in 1857 they enlarged their 
establishment, invested more capital and found themselves in a 
really big business venture. They met with immediate success. 
In spite of their enlarged force they were unable to fill the 
orders.•• 

Cigarettes were not yet in use; there was much pipe smoking 
and an even greater number of cigar smokers. The local press 
claimed Nashville enjoyed a larger trade in cigars than any other 
city of the same size in the country.•• Although the 50's saw the 
beginning of the commercial manufacture of chewing gum, it 
had little impact upon the popularity of tobacco chewing or 
snuff dipping, a common practice among women of the lower 
classes. Foreign visitors were always offended at the frequency 
of expectoration that accompanied an inexhaustible supply of 
saliva. No place was safe from the nauseating tobacco stain in 
spite of the ubiquitous spittoons. 

The sign of a tobacco shop was the life sized figure of an 
Indian warrior or warrior's wife which stood outside the shop. 
Mr. L. D. Goldberg opened a tobacco establishment on Cedar 
Street in 1855 about the same time that a similar shop owned 
by the Messers Bloomstein and Markowiecz opened on North 
Cherry Street. 00 

The excellence of the cigars made and sold in Nashville was 
attested by the honors won at the first annual exhibition of the 
Mechanics Institute of Tennessee, the first exhibition of its kind 
in the state. At the Odd Fellows Hall in October 1855, Bloom­
stein and Markowiecz received a diploma and Messers Lyons 
and Company honorable mention for fine tobacco and cigars.61 

The third exhibition of the Institute was combined with the first 
State Fair in 1857 and was held at the newly acquired State 
Fair grounds. Once again Lyons and Company won a diploma 
for Tennessee cigars and Virginia and North Carolina tobacco.61 

Although the inhabitants of agricultural Tennessee had an 
"indifferent attitude toward industry,"•& there had been move­
ments in the state to encourage manufacturers. As early as 1842 
J. Gray Smith published in London a brief tract describing in 
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extravagant language the profits that would accrue to capital and 
labor upon migration to East Tennessee.•• The advantages of 
cheap labor, nearness to raw materials and nominally priced 
investment property were the premises of an appeal by E. Stead­
man in 1851 for investment in and development of manufacturing 
in the South."" As early as 1847 the leading business men of 
Nash ville had formed a Board of Trade•• but their real concern 
was the advancement of Nashville's trade in cotton, tobacco, 
Hour and grain. A spirit of community cooperation was evident 
in 1856 in the signatures of leading business men for the selection 
for a site for a proposed new bridge. E. Franklin and Jacob 
Bloomstein were among the petitioners.07 In a small measure 
the Mechanics Institute and the State Fair exhibitions had pub­
licized the advantages of manufacturing. 

Actually, the most successful job of selling the industrial spirit 
in Tennessee to Tennesseans was done by the articulate news­
papers. They were the promulgators of the virtues to be found 
in the hum of the shuttle, the rattle of machinery and the shriek 
of the steam whistle.•• Editorials appealed for lowered rents 
and the increased building of small homes to attract the low 
income group. The legislature was petitioned to make internal 
improvements to meet the progress being made in the North; 
the merits of railway extension were pleaded. The successes of 
those who had embarked upon such business ventures were 
cited in an attempt to awaken Nash ville to a realization that 
manufacturing was a means to retain wealth in and promote 
progress for the community.•• 

By 1859 the city trade was valued at ten times the manufac­
tures.70 In addition to Lyons and Company, manufacturers of 
cigars, and Myers, Hunt and Company, carriage and coach 
makers, there were at least two Jewish immigrants who adver­
tised as manufacturers. M. Cohn, for part of the decade, was a 
maker of pens, pencils and ink. As early as 1849 Aaron Lande 
advertised a cap manufactory on Market Street where men's, 
ladies and children's caps were made to order in any size and 
of a variety of materials." David Elsbach was a member of this 
concern for part of the 50's as the concern kept pace with the 
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"principal hatters in the East." In the early 60's Aaron was 
joined by his brother Nathan who had conducted a business in 
Shelbyville, Tennessee, in the 50's. 

A fondness for jewelry was characteristic of both men and 
women in the nineteenth century. The men's waistcoats were 
fastened with jewelled buttons; fancy studs and scarf pins com­
plemented their attire. The women adorned themselves with 
bracelets, rings and brooches. At an early age the ears of the 
girls were pierced for a lifetime of adorned ear lobes. The 
jewelry business was given an extensive boost by the production 
of the first factory-made watch in 1850. I. W. Sobel and brother 
D. L. advertised as not only watchmakers but jewelers and im­
porters, both retail and wholesale. Other jewellers and watch­
makers were S. H. Coleman, H. Cohen and S. Marcus.72 

Undoubtedly, Nashville Jewry's greatest artist of this period 
was the engraver, R. D. Blum, whose beautiful work adorned the 
ark of the congregation, Magen David. Blum, a maker of 
jewelry, was particularly adept in metals including silver, gold, 
brass, iron and untempered steel. To his establishment, first 
located on Deaderick Street and later on Cedar, he attracted 
customers for any type of seal which included those of Masons, 
Odd Fellows, Sons of Temperance and public officials.'* The 
brothers J. and L. Swartzenberg were listed in 1860 census as 
dealers in metals. 

Nash ville, in 1854, became the first Southern city to adopt a 
plan for public education. There had existed public state schools 
known as common schools against which there existed much 
prejudice. Many objected to education at public expense and 
the wealthy preferred the education of their children at private 
institutions. The field of education was limited and restrictive. 
A local Jewish resident did, however, teach languages in a Fe­
male Seminary at Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, in the 1840's. He was 
Julius Ochs whose European education had given him a mastery 
of French, Italian, Spanish, Hebrew, German and English." 
No religious identification has been available for either the 
Hungarian lawyer and linquist, Alexander Kocsiss, who offered 
his services as a teacher of Hungarian, Latin, Greek, German, 
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Italian and French .. or for the Polish musicians Louis Levinski 
and Julius Losminski." 

Judah Frankland was a journalist on the Nashville Daily 
Gazette at the time of his death in 1866. He had, however, 
established himself as a writer prior to his service in the Con­
federate Army.77 

In this decade of repeated epidemics, the masses placed great 
faith in homeopathic colleges, Indian doctors, medicinal herbs 
and patent medicines. The legal requirements for the status of 
doctor were three years of study with a practicing physician and 
two courses of lectures at a medical college.7" No city or state 
Boards of Health had been established. 

A card which read J. Mitchell, Indian doctor, was placed 
among the doctor's cards in the first Nashville business directory 
of 1853. This medicine man, a signer of the deed to the first 
Jewish cemetery property, was referred to as Doctor by A. E. 
Frankland, an early writer of Jewish congregational history. All 
available information confirms this writer's suspicions that the 
Indian doctor was the same Jacob Mitchell who in the 1840's 
operated a stage coach line from Little Rock to Hot Springs 
where he owned and managed a hotel from 1846 to 1849. His 
hotel, opened all year, advertised its good food in both the 
Arkansas Gazette of Little Rock and the Daily Picayune of New 
Orleans. A letter, dated July 10, 1848, and written by a person 
known only as "Bally," commented on the Jewish faith of the 
landlord of the Hot Springs Hotel adding further that his knowl­
edge of herbs and their use had gained for him the title of 
doctor.'" The Nashville Gazette for July 7, 1852, stated that Dr. 
Mitchell was an Indian botanical doctor who rejected the use of 
medicines favored by the medical faculty. With his preparations 
of roots and herbs he followed the treatment commonly practiced 
by both the North American Indian and the pioneers of the 
South and West. Dr. Mitchell treated patients at his office on 
Market Street near the Public Square and at his infirmary on 
the comer of Vine and Demonbreun Streets. A crumbling tomb­
stone in the Nashville Jewish cemetery inscribed "Jakos Mitchell 
-died 1859" is probably the final link in the life chain of one 
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Jacob Mitchell who in the 1830's with his brothers, Hyman and 
Levy, were the earliest Jewish settlers of Little Rock, Arkansas.•• 

Dr. S. Marcus who had been a practicing physician in Cin­
cinnati arrived in Nash ville in 1856 and advertised himself as a 
surgeon and occulist. He not only had sworn affidavits to authen­
ticate his claims for the correction of cross eyes but he modestly 
announced that he could cure every disease of the eye. "1 

Nashville's most prominent Jewish doctor of this area was 
Gustavus Schiff, a native of Germany and a graduate of the 
University of Wuersburg. Schiff arrived in this country in 1857 
and settled first in Murfreesboro where relatives were already 
established. In a local paper in 1861, he advertised that he had 
studied five years at colleges in Berlin, Wuersburg, Prague and 
Vienna and was now offering his services as a physician, surgeon 
and accoucheur to the people of Nashville and vicinity. His office 
at 28 Cherry Street was in the neighborhood popularized by 
doctor's offices.•• 

An announcement that Doctor S. Levy had his office at his 
home on North Summer Street is all we know of this physician.88 

The pharmacist was called an apothecary in 1852 when the 
American Pharmaceutical Association was founded. There was a 
pressing need for the code of ethics which it adopted. The 
newspapers advertised the restorative qualities of patent medi­
cines with signed testimonials. Hailed as the saviors of woman­
kind, these remedies cured everything from toothache, which 
was often called dental neuralgia, to club feet. A forerunner of 
the twentieth century psychiatrist was evident in the fabulous 
claims of Dr. Morse's Invigorating Cordial. It was the only sure 
and safe remedy for general debility and nervous affiiction. It 
could remove depression, excitement, dislike of society, incapac­
ity for study or loss of memory.•• Equally exaggerated were the 
claims of a locally manufactured vegetable extract, Cherokee 
Remedy. "It is an article of more real value than the gold mines 
of California; it never fails to cure all diseases of the urinary 
organs in less time and with less trouble than any other known 
article."•• 

The German traveler, I. J. Benjamin, viewed with horror the 
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deception and quackery practiced in America. He wrote, "Rem­
edies considered in Europe with awe are administered by 
Americans with boldness."•• The indiscriminate use of laudanum 
and paregoric in illnesses of children undoubtedly killed many. 

A small number of Jews, mostly peddlers, very likely pai­
ticipated in the sales of patent medicines. Lyons and Company, 
the prominent cigar manufacturers, wine and liquor dispensers, 
were agents for Dr. Mills Bitters, Hostetters Stomach Bitters and 
Green's Aromatic Sarsaparilla. Their medicated brandy was 
especially recommended as a preventive and cure for diseases of 
the bowels.•1 

Repeatedly spiritualists, phrenologists and fortune tellers have 
deceived the gullible by their practice of divination. In nine­
teenth century America, humbugs and charlatans basked in the 
sunshine. Women were particularly gullible in the purchase of 
magic powders to charm men of their choice. Certainly, Mr. 
Louis Ullman, of Columbia, Tennessee, must not be categorized 
as a faker but the psychic powers possessed by his weather-indi­
cator are questionable. Mr. Ullman was the discoverer of an ori­
ental talisman that was made from an indestructible plant of the 
Arabian desert. This magic stick could foretell the weather from 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours in advance. A testimonial of the 
value of this weather forecaster was given by a professor of 
medicine at the University of Nashville.•• Such approval by an 
illustrious person, undoubtedly, sold many of these rain indicators 
at one dollar each. 

In this prosperous decade, the country, businesswise and in­
dustrywise, experienced phenomenal growth and success. Half 
of the corporations, established between the years 1800 and 
1860, were founded in this one decade.•• The capital invested 
in manufacturing alone almost doubled in this ten year span. 00 

This golden age of inventions and discoveries produced the 
McCormick reaper, the Otis elevator, the Colt revolver, the 
Singer sewing machine, vulcanization and kerosene. Nash ville 
along with the rest of the country was tasting the sweet fruits 
of prosperity; her rise to prominence as a trade center was 
reflected in the erection of two bridges over the Cumberland 
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River, the building of new schools, new business houses and 
private dwellings. But the impetus given to commerce and 
internal improvements by the discovery of gold in California, 
and through the acquisition of vast western lands, led to over­
expansion of industry, particularly of the railroads. This reached 
a breaking point in 1857 that paralyzed the large eastern cities. 
As factories closed and unemployment grew, repercussions were 
felt in the South especially in the tobacco area. Many Nashville 
merchants had difficulties trying to meet payments that were due. 
For first rate signatures to loans, other than banks, a local paper 
commented as early as 1855 that the rate of interest was 15 to 
24% per annum and second class papers were available at an 
even higher rate. 01 In September 1857 there was a run on the 
Bank of Nashville that caused the bank to close for a short 
period, but the bank was solvent, and its assets were ample to 
meet all demands.•• No banks failed in Nashville. From another 
section of Tennessee a merchant wrote to a New York creditor 
early in 1858: 

The money market is very tite [sic] The banks are not discount­
ing and the planters have not sold their crops and it is almost 
impossible to get money. I have been merchandising in this place 
for 18 years and I have never seen anything like it before.•• 

Prices began to decline. Sugar that had been twelve and thir­
teen cents a pound was now six cents.•• The hard times fell 
heaviest on the small business man. Following the recession of 
1857, vocational changes were noted for Louis and Jacob Bloom­
stein, Henry Harris, Martin Sulzbacher and the Lyon Brothers. 

The successful firm established by the four Lyons brothers 
was out of business when the 1859 business directory went 
to press, for only Lewis Lyons was listed in the cigar busi­
ness. By then, Ben was operating a billiard hall on Union 
Street over York's Book Store. Both billiards and bowling were 
very popular games among all classes and the special Monday 
Ladies' Day .. gave evidence that it appealed to both sexes. Mr. 
Lyons gained much patronage from exhibitions of well-known 
billiard players who would be brought to Nashville to delight 
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local lovers of the game.•• The business undoubtedly prospered 
for in June 1860 Mr. Lyons announced the opening of the 
Jenny Lind saloon adjacent to the billiard rooms. Lyons was 
personally acquainted with many of the theatrical folks and 
frequently donated to benefit performances in their honor. Mrs. 
Sam Cowell revealed in her diary in May 1860 a shocking bit 
of information concerning Ben Lyons: 

Pawn-broking is illegal here, but Sam took his father's watch 
and his gold medal to Mr. Lyons of the billiard rooms, who lent 
him $50. 97 

The following year the billiard hall had a new owner, Lewis 
Lyons, and a new name, "Rock City Billiard Saloon." Mr. Lyons 
employed twentieth century advertising tactics of attracting 
customers with handsome free gifts.•• 

The immigrant merchants often unintentionally violated the 
city ordinances because of alien habits and unfamiliarity with 
the language. The records of business suits, prosecuted in the 
circuit and criminal courts, reveal that the great majority of these 
cases were concerned with violation of the Sabbath, licensing 
and tippling. The litigation against Lande, Eisbach and Garrit­
son by the Bank of Commerce dragged through the Chancery 
Court for eight years. The case merits our attention because of 
one aspect, the reason given by Mr. Garritson for failure to 
pay an apparently just claim against him. 

In May 1858 the Bank of Commerce won a judgment against 
Aaron Lande and David Eisbach for $846, but at the time no 
property was found among the defendants to pay the judgments. 
Later the Bank instituted another suit claiming that in May 
1857 Lande and Eisbach had deeded goods in their storehouse 
on the Public Square, notes, and accounts due them, to Isaac 
Garritson who was to pay all debts that had been incurred by 
Lande and Eisbach. The trustee, Garritson, did pay all the debts 
except that of the complainant, the Bank of Commerce. This 
debt he would not pay as he claimed that the bank had embraced 
usury. Finally, in December 1866 after the original suit and 
answers had been complicated by cross suits and the death of the 
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defendant, Isaac Garritson, the court decided that there had 
been no proof of usury and the Garritson administrators were 
ordered to pay the augmented sum of $1296.51 to the Bank of 
Commerce.•• 

And so in that fertile vineyard which was to yield a rich 
harvest, the inhabitants of antebellum Nashville, native and 
foreign, Christian and Jew, planted their own small seed. 
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CHAPTER V 

A Time to Speak 

THIS was a decade of harsh words. The problems of sectional 
controversies were not to be settled by compromising legisla­

tion. Instead, clashing personalities and differing political party 
philosophies combined to flame the passions of men into an 
explosion that was to tear the Union apart. In such a tense 
atmosphere, the naive Jewish immigrant, inexperienced and 
uninitiated in the responsibilities and privileges of government, 
was introduced to democratic procedures.1 

When the Nashville convention met in June 1850 to unify 
Southern reaction to the compromise bill then before the Con­
gress, there probably existed among the 7,629 Nashville white 
residents• less than a dozen Jews who were qualified voters of 
Davidson County.• However, the many applications for citizen­
ship in the Criminal and Circuit Court records for this decade, 
are proof of the desire of the immigrant to assume his role as a 
responsible American citizen as soon as the five year residence 
requirement could be met.' But the great majority remained for 
a large part of the decade silent but observant witnesses to some 
of the bitterest and hardest fought contests for economic and 
political supremacy that the country had ever known. 

Although restricted in active political participation, there was 
no legislation that forbade the immigrant from holding personal 
opinions. Since no one lived in a vacuum, it was inevitable that 
as men listened to or read about the subjects of states rights, 
slavery, abolition and temperance, they made personal decisions 
and arrived at their own convictions. And having political beliefs 
was as essential in this decade as life and death. 

Foreign visitors were impressed with both the importance that 
Americans attached to every political issue and the great pleasure 
that they apparently derived from just talking about the govern-
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ment.• Pre-election debates and rallies had more than political 
significance. They offered a diversified and inexpensive means 
of entertainment.• In addition to lengthy and often brilliant 
oratory, the viewers were treated to the martial music of parades 
with banners flying, to free dancing and free food. The im­
migrant was particularly impressed with the popular Fourth of 
July celebration. In 1857 this event marked the first participation 
in Nashville of the foreign citizens.' To the usual speeches and 
dancing was added the fun of rifle shooting and the pleasure 
of lager beer. The Germans organized a non-political military 
group known as the German Yaegers in 1858", and for several 
years their superior marching and wheeling heightened the 
interest in these annual Independence Day celebrations.• 

In 1850 there were in the country thousands of newspapers 
and periodicals10 that exerted a powerful influence on public 
opinion. Unquestionably, much of the tension and conflict of this 
era can be traced to the editorials that crusaded for and against 
public land, public education, national powers, slavery, abolition, 
women's rights, state's rights and more humane treatment of the 
criminal and the insane. It was the time to talk, and the news­
papers were articulate and convincing at every level from local 
to international. The five daily papers were often abusive in 
language as they campaigned for their candidates and parties 
threatening their readers with predictions of disaster if they dare 
fall prey to differing platforms.11 

The municipal and county elections had not achieved the 
political significance of their modem counterparts and in con­
sequence merited little more than a declaration of known candi­
dates and the final results of the elections. It is entirely within 
the realm of reason to conclude that few if any Jews voted in 
the annual municipal contests. Scheduled on the last Saturday 
in September they were frowned on by observant Jews, who 
were bound by the Biblical injunction to remember the Sabbath 
and keep it holy. The county elections for sheriff, magistrate, 
constable and the several court clerks were held on the last 
Saturday in March. The local papers reported the unsuccessful 
bid for constable from the city district in March 1861 of one 
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J. T. Lyons. The modem researcher can only ponder his relation­
ship to the prominent tobacco manufacturers, the Lyons Brothers 
one of whom was named Jacob. 

Prior to 1858 the affairs of the city were administered by a 
Mayor and a Board of sixteen Aldermen composed of two men 
elected from each of the eight wards. Until the incorporation 
of South Nash ville into the city in 1854 there had been only 
six wards. In the last two years of the decade two Boards, a 
Board of eight Aldermen, one from each ward, and a Board of 
Councilmen, two from each ward, divided the municipal re­
sponsibilities. However, they met in joint conference on many 
of the local problems. The newspapers regularly printed the 
meetings of the City Council and Board of Aldermen and every­
one could read of the decisions these men must make in matters 
as vastly different as passing on a petition for the erection of a 
frame house to the selection of a site for a new public school.11 

Warnings to the naturalized citizen appeared regularly as the 
election day neared. The six months county residence require­
ment for voting often brought forth much quibbling at the polls. 
The new citizens were advised to take along their naturalization 
papers or some proof of citizenship.18 

Although women had not been granted the franchise, their 
influence was apparent. A local paper sought their assistance in 
the election of its favorite candidates in the following appeal: 

Ladies of Tennessee, like the noble women of the Revolution 
who moulded bullets for their fathers, brothers and husbands to 
defend their homes, you can prepare Union tickets for the ballot 
boxes on the morning of the election-clip the ticket from the paper, 
fold and place in your sweetheart's watch-fob and bid them do 
their duty like men ... 

The press manifested considerable interest in the filibustering 
adventures of the "gray-eyed man of destiny," William Walker. 
This native of Nashville, in 1856, set himself up as dictator of the 
Central American country of Honduras. The dictatorship was 
short-lived, however, as Walker was expelled in the following 
year. He returned to this country for a few months during which 
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time he made a visit to friends in Nashville. Undoubtedly, any 
support of dictators and oppression must have been bewildering 
to the European immigrants who had hoped to find in this new 
world liberty and justice for all. 

A striking example of the power of the printed word was 
demonstrated in the immediate popularity and acclaim that was 
given Harriett Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin or Life 
Among the Lowly. This story was first printed in June 1851 
as a thirty-six issue serial in the Washington anti-slavery news­
paper, The National Era. It created such a political stir that by 
mid 1853 over one million copies had been published. It was 
not only credited with attracting millions to the Abolitionists but 
with sowing the seeds of the Civil War. 

Of the eighty-three papers published in Tennessee, sixty-six 
were political.1

" The five Nashville dailies were in this category.'" 
Although they bitterly opposed one another in political cam­
paigns, they found unanimity on many of the national issues. 
They believed in the preservation of the Union in spite of sincere 
convictions that each state retained those powers not spelled out 
in the constitution. The papers also supported the institution of 
slavery. As the press hammered at these problems and the 
candidates orated and argued, the immigrant listened and learned 
the elementary course in how to act and behave as an American . . 

The antebellum press headlined the explosive temperance 
question. This story of the bottle and the pledge, which in the 
1840's had been largely a moral war against drinking, became 
in the 1850's a weighty influence in politics. The movement 
gained stimulus in 1854 with Timothy Arthur Shay's Ten Nights 
in a Bar Room and What I Saw There. By 1860 one million 
copies of this literary effort had been published. The country 
was swept by a fervent enthusiasm for prohibition. The promi­
nent temperance leaders, Lyman Beecher, Neal Dow and John 
Gaugh, inspired bands of reformed drunkards to travel from one 
mass meeting to another exhorting men to take the pledge. On 
the evil drink was placed the blame for waste, crime, ignorance, 
pauperism and shattered health. In Tennessee the first state­
wide prohibition law had been passed in 1838 but was repealed 
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eight years later. Now that the problem had entered the 
political arena, more and more schemes were invented to get it 
on the statute books. All during the 1853 session of the State 
Legislature the issue turned up, and in one day thirty petitions 
were entered on this one subject.11 

In the gubernatorial campaign of 1855 prohibition became one 
of the main issues. The temperance committee placed before 
the two candidates Meredith Gentry and Andrew Johnson, two 
questions: ( 1) Are you in favor of a law prohibiting the sale 
of intoxicating liquors as a beverage? ( 2) Will you if elected 
recommend in your message to the legislature passage of such 
a law at an early period in the session? Gentry's reply indicating 
opposition to tippling and Johnson's admission of his disapproval 
of the Maine liquor law, fell short of the demands of the com­
mittee and so it set about to seek its own candidate.'" 

The German papers in this country attacked total abstinence; 
consequently, Germans came in for more than their share of 
criticism. The establishment of temperance societies received 
little or no support from Jews. They could not comprehend the 
need of an organization to indoctrinate them in virtues of 
temperance. The life of the orthodox Jew was circumscribed by 
the Biblicial injunctions of moderation in all things as the best 
security against overindulgence. In 1859 Rabbi J. J. Peres of 
Memphis explained the Jewish stand on temperance in these 
words-"To give one's self over to the abstinence of a covenant, 
or to live like a hermit, or to renounce all enjoyment is a sin 
against which, it is wisdom to guard ourselves.'"" 

The question of slavery and its extension into the recently 
acquired territories were definitely the paramount issues of the 
fifties. Beginning with the compromise of 1850 a series of 
legislative acts, including the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the Dred­
Scott Decision, kept the matter bubbling and exploding. Events 
in bleeding Kansas and John Brown's raid at Harper's Ferry, 
Virginia, added fuel to an already blazing fire. The concern 
within the state was a natural one as one-third of the wealth of 
the state was the investment of 111 million dollars in 275,000 
slaves.2° 
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In 1859 sixteen bills on the Negro question were introduced in 
the State Legislature."' This had been preceded by months of 
heated debate and argument on the question of expelling the 
7,000 free blacks from the state. Nashville's slaves were valued 
as taxable property in 1856 at over one million dollars.21 How­
ever, the local legislation on slaves and free blacks was more 
in the category of protection and restriction. In the fall of 1857 
a bill was introduced in the Council of Aldermen to permit slaves 
and free blacks the privilege of passing unmolested, on promise 
of good behavior, from sun down to nine o'clock and to hold 
public worship under the supervision of some discreet white 
person." However, a petition from two colored men to have a 
''ball" was rejected on grounds that it was contrary to law." The 
few abolitionists in the state were confined almost entirely to East 
Tennessee.2" In middle Tennessee public opinion was definitely 
favorable to slavery. 

There was no national organization that spoke in the name 
of American Jewry. Although the national Jewish periodicals 
successfully sidetracked the issue of slavery, many prominent 
religious leaders did not remain quiet and were to be found on 
both sides of the question voicing their approval. The American 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society reported in 1853 that the Jew 
had taken no steps for or against slavery.2° 

Nationally the great majority of Germans opposed the institu­
tion of slavery, but on the local scene, it would seem, they main­
tained an impersonal attitude toward it. Seven of the 3,226 slaves 
in Nashville in 1860 were owned by seven Jews." 

There was one known local defender of slavery. He was Rabbi 
Samuel Raphael whom the Republican Banner called an "eloquent 
and learned minister of the Israelites of this city." Dr. Raphael 
in a letter to his son, which was published in the local press, 
attempted to defend slavery by quoting Biblical passages which 
condoned the practice.2" To date there is no further evidence 
that local Jewry participated in the "half-free-half-slave" con­
troversy. 

At the beginning of the decade Tennessee was about equally 
divided between the two national political parties, the Whigs 
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and the Democrats. The division between the parties was not 
always clear. Neither party was sectional, each was to be found 
in every state and in each party there were warring factions on 
many of the national issues. In Tennessee the majority in each 
of the parties were of the opinion that slavery was sanctioned 
by the constitution. 

On the equally explosive issue of state's rights the two parties 
concurred in the belief that those powers not speci£ed in the 
Constitution as belonging to the Federal government were to be 
regulated and administered by the states. The question of state's 
rights, undoubtedly, was an involvement in politics which 
aroused little response in the uninformed immigrant. 

Without benefit of factual material it is safe to assume that 
the newcomer threw his support to the preservation of the Union. 
He had adopted the land because of its great promise of freedom 
and liberty to all. Certainly, as a new citizen who had recently 
sworn allegiance to his chosen country, he would be dedicated 
to protecting its democratic principles. The decision to remain 
within the Union, in preference to joining the seven Confederate 
States in February 1861, proves conclusively that the people of 
Tennessee desired the preservation of the Union. 

It was a time of pointing fingers and accusing others of 
dividing the country.•• The Whigs, later known as the American 
Party, condemned the Democrats for destroying the Union, and 
they in turn were labeled by the Democrats as Abolitionists. The 
Union and American, a dedicated organ of the Democratic Party, 
appealed for a united Southern vote for their candidate, John 
Breckenridge, by threatening a dissolution of the Union with the 
election of Lincoln.•• A united South, but not a defiant South, 
answered the Republican Banner as they championed Tennes­
see's favorite son John Bell, a candidate for president on the 
Constitutional Union ticket.01 In response to the support given 
by a New Orleans German paper to the Union Party of Bell and 
Everett, the local Republican Banner wrote: The German citizens 
are a reading and thinking people, so are for the defense of the 
Union.,,81 

The new American was sensitive to anti-immigration propa-
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ganda. The South was, in the final analysis, more concerned with 
Southern interests than with being anti-foreign. Certainly the 
settlement of many newcomers in the free lands of the new 
territories had upset the sectional balance of power. Even in 
Tennessee there was a fear that immigration might strengthen 
the Abolition forces. Whether for this reason or for others, the 
fact remained that during the entire decade, not one governor 
mentioned or supported immigration in his message to the State 
General Assembly.•• There were in the state in 1860, 21,226 
inhabitants of foreign birth and in Davidson County, of the 
31,056 white population, 4,382 were of foreign birth.•• 

It was out of a seething cauldron of nativism and religious 
bigotry that sputtered the fantastic stories of two Jewish mem­
berships in the anti-foreign party known as the Know Nothing 
Party. This party came into existence in the early 1850's with 
the disintegration of the Whig Party. Since 1835 the Whigs had 
been the most influential party in Tennessee politics, but their 
power began to wane with the election of the last Whig gov­
ernor in Tennessee, Governor William Campbell, who served 
from 1851-1853. The passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act had 
split both the Whig Party and the Democratic Party. Anti­
slavery factions in both formed a new party known as the Repub­
lican Party, but its influence was sectional and it never gained 
a foothold in the South. The splintered group of Whigs and 
Democrats who did not go into the Republican Party were drawn 
into the recently created American Party. This party was the 
outgrowth of nativist lodges that had banded together about 
1850 under the name of the Order of the Star Spangled Banner. 
The order had gained such strength that by 1853 it emerged 
as a National political party known as the American Party or 
Know Nothing Party. It was called Know Nothing because the 
members responded to questions with "I know nothing." Due 
to the mystery and secrecy surrounding the order it attracted a 
large following. It was the first anti-foreign party in the country 
emphasizing the threat of aliens to American institutions. In 
many areas the foreign vote was beginning to be an important 
influence. The Know Nothings set out to exclude foreigners and 
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particularly Catholics from holding office. 
By 1854 there were about 100,000 members in Tennessee.•• 

In the spring of that same year, the party appeared in Nash­
ville and created quite a stir."" Numerous inquiries led to vague 
suppositions about the purposes and ceremonies of the mysteri­
ous order. To the delight of an inquisitive public, a seceder 
from the order divulged the secrets of indoctrination, which in­
cluded nine baptisms in ice water.87 Prior to this disclosure, 
Isaac Joseph had announced in the Daily Gazette, that he would 
enlighten those who would attend his sale of groceries, dry goods 
and sundries at his auction and commission house on Front 
Street.•• Mr. Joseph's membership in an anti-foreign group is 
comprehensible when we realize that the gentleman was a native 
American, born in South Carolina.'" 

A careful study of the state and national election returns for 
the decade of the 50's revealed that Davidson County was the 
seat of a large and influential Whig following.' 0 In all likelihood, 
many of these Whigs were drawn into the new party." Its 
strength and popularity was evidenced in September 1854 when 
W. B. Shepard, on the morning of the city election, announced 
his candidacy for mayor and received 1,188 of the 1,471 votes 
that were cast for mayor." 

When the finger of suspicion was pointed at the National Ger­
man Turnverein, as being dangerous to the welfare of the coun­
try, its national president answered with a statement of the 
purposes of the organization: 

It is an association of youth and men whose purpose is to 
invigorate the body, strengthen the mind, improve the health, 
promote social intercourse, have gymnastic exercise, debates, ex­
change opinions, promote singing groups . . . it is not an exclusive 
German society, it is open to all responsible people.'8 

The wave of nativism rolled on and in its billowy foam religion 
cast a cloudy spray. Protestant ministers joined the anti­
Catholic forces, and one of their most forceful speakers was the 
East Tennessee editor of a Know Nothing paper, a former Meth­
odist minister and a future state governor, William G. Brownlow. 

90 



The Jewish national magazines in protesting the intolerance of 
this nativist party, emphasized the Jewish teachings of equal 
justice and tolerance of all religions. The local papers defended 
the foreign and Catholic population, but the most forceful cru­
sader of religious liberty was the Nashville Union and American. 
This democratic paper was naturally eager to expose all the 
weaknesses of its rival party." Religious persecution and dis­
crimination had been an endless problem for the Jew who had 
looked to his new adopted country as a land free of the guilt of 
man's inhumanity to man. 

Whispers, rumors and condemnations continued as the new 
party attracted a multitude of followers. In the most bitterly 
contested gubernatorial race in Tennessee, the incumbent An­
drew Johnson was running for reelection. Since membership 
in the Know Nothing Party was secret, no convention was held 
to select a candidate.'" Meredith P. Gentry, in announcing his 
own candidacy, insisted he was a candidate of neither party 
but of the people of Tennessee.'" The religious issue was re­
capitulated. A local paper upbraided any secret political organi­
zation that felt the necessity of curtailing the activities of only 
1,400 Catholics with three churches in a state that could claim 
624,295 Protestants with 2,011 churches." Davidson County 
revealed its Whig leanings with a vote of 3,132 for Gentry 
against 1,783 for Johnson, the winner. The Know Nothing Party 
triumphantly swept the state and was able to control both Houses 
of the State Legislature with slight majorities. 

The presidential campaign of 1856 between the Democratic 
nominee, James Buchanan and the American or Know Nothing 
nominee, Millard Fillmore, boiled over into a furiously feverish 
contest. A popular feature of this campaign was the organization 
of young men's clubs called Fillmore and Donelson clubs. The 
vice-presidential nominee on the Know Nothing ticket was An­
drew Jackson Donelson, an adopted son of former President 
Andrew Jackson. Naturally there were a host of admirers and 
supporters for Tennessee's native son, and many of these issued 
an invitation through the newspapers to an organizational meet­
ing of a Nashville Fillmore-Donelson Club. Among the list of 
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sponsors appeared the name of M. Sulzbacher.'" The inclusion 
of this name may have raised eyebrows, but the announcement 
on the day following the organizational meeting that Mr. Sulz­
bacher had been elected one of the twelve vice-presidents was 
overwhelming. The elevation of Mr. Sulzbacher, a foreigner, in 
a group that thought "none but natives were to be put on guard" 
was for the rival democratic paper, the Union and American, sur­
prising and confusing. Their astonishment was not only published 
immediately but embellished with the comment that "Mr. Sulz­
bacher, a Jew, dealing in ready made clothing, might preside 
with a great deal of dignity and may even be very capable 
of keeping order when the dark lanterns assemble in the garretts 
and cellars of the city."'" Mr. Sulzbacher's forthright answer to 
the slurs on his religion came quickly and unfaltering: 

The Union and American seems to be very much vexed at the 
idea that I, a foreign born citizen should withstand the specious 
appeals of pseudo friends and prefer to serve my adopted country 
in preference to following the dictates of passion and prejudice and 
aid in placing in power those whose principles I have uniformly 
condemned. The much vaunted democratic love of the foreigner 
may gull those who have an eye to subsistence at the public crib, 
or who fancy every attempt to check admitted evils, a blow at their 
rights, but I feel that I have some interest in the future well being 
of American republican institutions, and I prefer to act with that 
party which does not seek to administer the government upon 
principles to which as a Whig, I object. I am opposed on the one 
hand, to the disunionists and antislavery meddlers of the free states; 
and on the other, to that spirit in the democratic party which 
could coerce the country into a sectional controversy, endangering 
the rights of all, to achieve a mere party triumph; and regard the 
election of Fillmore and Donelson, whose sound conservatism and 
unionism, have been tried and approved, as the best thing to 
restore the nation to repose and quiet. For these reasons, I 
became a member of a Fillmore and Donelson club,-not strictly 
an American organization-composed alike of Americans, Demo­
crats and Whigs. If my fellow-citizens have thought proper to 
place me in the position of an officer of the said club-a position 
not of my seeking-I shall endeavor to prove by my conduct that 
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their confidence has not been misplaced. However, much it may 
comport with the Union and American's views of justice and 
propriety to cast a slur upon me for being a "Jew of this city, 
dealing in ready made clothing," I can say to it, that, decided as 
Jews have been, I am proud to belong to that race. Whatever may 
have been their sins, they have never, as Jews, interfered in the 
politics of the country, nor sought to make their religion the 
stepping stone to temporal power. Nor do the records of crime 
and pauperism bring up pyramids of evidence to reproach them of 
vice and degradation. If my humble calling as a "dealer in ready 
made clothing" is regarded as a badge of shame, the Union and 
American should show why it is so. I do not esteem it as such, 
any more than I do the trade of type setting which once employed 
the time of the editors of that paper or the trade of tailor which 
afforded Governor Johnson, in early life, the means to light his 
path to the high position of honor he has filled. My humble calling 
may furnish a foreigner and an unambitious Jew like me means to 
educate my American children and possibly, a son of mine may 
some day be quite as puissant a champion of liberty and demo­
cratic institutions as the editors of the Union and American, but I 
hope never so thoughtless or mistaken in his zeal as to disparage 
any one for his caste or his occupation. 

In conclusion I would remark that if the Union and American 
did not mean to disparage me and my calling, I shall be much 
obliged to it for the gratuitous advertisement of my business; and 
shall not object if he keeps it up till the old Buck is slaughtered. 

M. SULZBACHER50 

So spoke Mr. Sulzbacher in defense of his religious and politi­
cal convictions. The Union and American's "tongue-in-cheek" 
apology expressed no fault with Mr. Sulzbacher's religion or 
birthplace, but clearly branded the action of both the Know 
Nothing Party and Mr. Sulzbacher's acceptance of an office as 
hypocrisy."' The Nashville Daily Gazette and The Israelite, a 
national Jewish periodical, promptly joined the Sulzbacher sup­
porters. The local paper, in the role of champion of the Jew, 
declared that by owning no allegiance to any foreign power the 
Jew remained faithful to his adopted country.•• And Rabbi Isaac 
M. Wise, editor of The Israelite, cautioned that everyone follow 
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his own convictions and slander not, ending with the statement 
that Mr. Sulzbacher had been more honorable than his op­
ponent.•• 

Harsh words continued to augment the political agitation. On 
June 13, 1857, in Fayetteville, the two gubernatorial candidates 
Robert Hatton and Isham Harris, were debating their respective 
objectives. An altercation, over the use of the word infamous, 
resulted in Hatton being knocked from the platform. This was 
news and the press had a "field day." 

Tension continued to mount and the clashes between the two 
Tennessee senators, John Bell and Andrew Johnson, only added 
to the turmoil. Eloquent and impassioned men were bringing 
their countrymen to the brink of a precipice. In the midst of 
this warfare of principles, it was difficult to think or act calmly. 
But the firing on Fort Sumter in April 1861, and Lincoln's sub­
sequent call for troops from Tennessee dealt a blow to the pro­
Union sentiments which had been expressed just two months 
earlier in a vote to remain in the Union. On June 8, 1861, the 
electorate went to the polls and expressed an overwhelming 
vote for separation. Tennesseans had cast their lot for a "divided 
house." 
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CHAPTER VI 

A Time to Seek 

W E are doing great work our fathers left undone-to secure 
education to high and low, rich and poor." So spoke Dr. 

W. K. Bowling on May 19, 1853, at the cornerstone setting for 
Nashville's first public school.1 This was an era when education 
at public expense was unpopular and universally opposed. The 
average person in this country received during his lifetime only 
434 days of schooling;• twenty-four and one-half per cent of the 
whites of Tennessee over twenty-one were illiterate.° It was evi­
dent that emphasis had not been placed on education of the 
masses. The pernicious description of an early visitor to Nash­
ville, who had written that the local inhabitants were not panting 
for learning, was still applicable. 

It was to private initiative that early education was indebted. 
Those who could afford it sent their children to one of the 
many private schools in the Nashville area.' In 1785, only five 
years after the settlement of Nashville, Davidson Academy had 
been chartered, and in 1817 the Nashville Female Academy was 
opened. Both institutions were exerting wide influence at the 
mid-century. The establishment of the first public school system 
in the South coupled with the firmly established private schools 
and colleges were significant factors in earning for Nashville her 
future apellation "Athens of the South." 

Nashvillians, in the decade of the 1850's, set about to seek the 
education and enlightenment that could bring to them a richer, 
fuller and a more satisfying life. The story of their quest for 
knowledge and culture was boldly written in the accomplish­
ments of a free school system, the contributions of private col­
leges and academies, the growth of libraries, and the erection of 
theaters and concert halls. The small Jewish community, finan-
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cially incapable of guiding or promoting these undertakings, 
joined with the rest of the community as shareholders in a part­
nership for a better Nashville. This is the story of that search. 

The unpopularity of free schools in Tennessee led to insuffi­
cient financial aid from the state.• Such feeble support could 
not attract the best teachers, resulting in the common or free 
school being designated as pauper schools." Many parents, who 
could not afford private schools, preferred to keep their children 
at home rather than bear the stigma of attending a pauper 
school.' 

On the local scene several factors prepared the way for a 
favorable acceptance of the free school. The first of these was 
the enactment of legislation that provided financial support. A 
tax of one-fifth of one per cent on city assessed property and a 
poll tax of two dollars on all white males, between the ages of 
twenty-one and fifty, were earmarked for public schools.• The 
second factor was the appointment of the eminent teacher, Alfred 
Hume, to investigate the public school systems of Philadelphia, 
New York and Boston. The advantages of public over private 
schools were stressed in Professor Hume's report to the city in 
August 1852. Plans were immediately set in motion that culmi­
nated in the erection of Nashville's first public school.' 

Nashville Jewry of the early 1850's was predominantly an un­
married or a recently married group. Within its ranks there 
were few children of school age. These included Edwin, Caro­
line and Hans Hanf, native Tennesseans, Morris and Bernard 
Powers, Martin Charles and Mary Sulzbacher, native Ohioans, 
and Matilda Harris, a native of Missouri.1° It is entirely possible 
that these young people were among the 1123 children to whom 
tickets of admission had been issued.11 Finally, after many delays, 
on February 26, 1855, the new school on the comer of Spruce 
and Broad Streets had its opening. 

Hume School, named in honor of Alfred Hume, was a three 
story structure with twelve rooms. It had been erected to house 
the primary, intermediate, grammar and high school depart­
ments for both boys and girls; but the usual nearsightedness, 
characteristic of school planning, necessitated an immediate 
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enlargement of quarters. To accommodate the enrollment, an 
adjoining building was immediately purchased for the Girl's 
High School, and during the first year nineteen rooms in various 
sections of the city were secured." Making the schools free did 
not bring in all the children, but the free school experiment in 
Nashville was off to a good start. 

The incorporation of South Nashville into the city in July 
1855 added a second school to the city system. Trimble, the 
South Nash ville school, had been built in 1852. By 1860 three 
more schools had been added, Hynes in 1857, Lincoln Hall in 
1859 and in 1860 Howard, sometimes referred to in contempo­
rary writings as College Hall. During these years the renting of 
additional rooms never ceased." 

Nashville was growing, and its Jewish community was attract­
ing newcomers. There is every reason to believe that the re­
cently arrived Lewis children, Mary, Aaron and Fannie, the 
four little Blums, Pauline, Joseph, Jane and Louise, and Meyer 
and Solomon Cohen" were a small segment of this growing 
school census. 

Public schools of the 1850's did not offer any education to the 
free blacks of the city. As early as March 1833 a small school 
for free Negro children had opened to which also came a few 
slaves through the permission of their white owners. Because 
of illness this school soon closed, but in 1838 a second school 
was started by white teachers. There followed a series of 
openings and closings until 1858 when the school had its final 
closing.1

• 

The elementary school was divided into primary, intermediate 
and grammar departments. Each division stressed the 3 R's, 
reading, 'riting and 'rithmetic. With the required equipment of 
large black slate and slate pencils, the fashionable and flowery 
handwriting could be practiced over and over and over again. 
School rooms had little to offer in maps and blackboards, but 
the boys and girls learned of the world and history via the school 
readers. The selections in the readers emphasized the moral 
values to be found in thrift, honesty and charity.1• Declamation 
and singing shared honors in popularity. Every boy had visions 
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of being a second Daniel Webster as he conscientiously prac­
ticed the gestures and inflections that the current oratory de­
manded. 

Orthoepy was the rage. A master of this art of phonetics was 
Mr. William Mulkey. After forty years of teaching languages, 
Mr. Mulkey authored a spelling book. His ability in training 
the voice to make the forty-one elemental sounds for which 
there was no rule of spelling was demonstrated in his pub­
lic school and private classes." An advertising gimmick em­
ployed by Mr. Mulkey in February 1857 was a public demon­
stration of a small German lad in the intricacies of producing 
the same sounds from various spellings.18 Perhaps young Leopold 
Sobel from Austria or Prussian born Harris Heims was the assist­
ant. If not, they learned Mulkey's rule that "the long sound of A 
preceding the dental sound of D" produced five different spell­
ings such as fade, played, paid, obeyed and weighed." 

The popular Friday afternoon spelling bee had its premiere 
at Hynes School in February 1857 during a special reading and 
spelling exhibition. This display of pupil talent was so well re­
ceived that plans were immediately inaugurated for weekly 
sessions to be held at the several schools.2° 

The pupil was generally taught what not to say rather than 
what to say in the dreary grammar class." The errors that 
plagued the Southern child, the use of taint for is not, haint for 
have not and waunt for was not, presented a lesser problem for 
the Jewish child who in the great majority of cases was a first 
generation American privileged to learn a new language from 
the school room rather than an unlearned parent. Troublesome 
grammar difficulties for the Jewish child stemmed from verb 
usage and verb order. Young Anna and Isaac Levy, natives of 
Poland, undoubtedly, substituted the vocal sound of the conso­
nant v for w and the difficult th invariably came forth as z. 

"Spare the rod and spoil the child" was the golden rule in 
child guidance. The public school was strict and often harsh. 
The Board of Education published a book of rules and often 
each teacher made her own. There was to be no loitering to 
and from school. 22 Many suspensions followed infractions of 
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rules.2~ In a five hour school day with only fifteen minutes al­
lowed for recess, it was well nigh impossible for the school 
child to refrain from talking or smiling to a friend. For such 
forbidden behavior a punishment of smarting strokes on the 
palm of the culprit's hand was promptly administered."' 

The education of the foreign Jew arriving in Nashville in this 
decade compared very favorably with the native of Nash ville. 
Julius Ochs, Bertha Levy and Gustavus Schiff had attended 
European universities and spoke several languages. Henry Har­
ris, Isaac Garritson, Alexander Iser and Jonas Heilbon were 
well grounded in Hebrew and Jewish literature. Many, how­
ever, had no formal education and probably could neither read 
nor write in their native language. The Jewish boy had one 
advantage over the boys of other faiths both native and foreign, 
as an adherence to Jewish tradition demanded that he be 
instructed until the age of thirteen when in a Bar Mitsvoh 
ceremony he would assume his obligation as a Jew. This custom 
was being observed here locally judging from the succession of 
advertisements in Jewish periodicals seeking not only a Rabbi 
but a qualified teacher. 

The importance placed on the education of the boy did not 
always extend to the girl. Both her secular and formal religious 
education were often neglected. This failure in American life 
was observed and deprecated by the traveler, I. J. Benjamin.'" 

An adherence to Goethe's "Early let woman learn to serve 
for that is her calling," characterized the education of the 
female until far into the twentieth century. The popular belief 
that schooling for girls would tax the strength of the weaker 
sex limited her to a curriculum of art, needle work, china paint­
ing and music. The Nashville private female seminaries were 
well prepared for such a program and were particularly ably 
staffed in both vocal and instrumental music. In 1857 there 
were 563 day or ornamental students in the Nashville Female 
Academy."" This large enrollment indicated a desire on the 
part of local citizens to educate their daughters in the realm of 
beauty and refinement. 

For practical reasons many girls received vocational training. 

99 

URO COL 



Mrs. M. E. Thompson's Sewing School on Union Street appealed 
to girls who desired to become seamstresses. This school boasted 
a special time saving system for both cutting and fitting gar­
ments. 07 

Unsuccessful efforts had been made in the State Legislative 
Assembly of 1855-56 to create a teacher training school."" By 
1860 the twelve State Normals in the country were to be found 
in nine of our Northern states.'" On the local level fourteen 
teachers had formed in 1848 the Tennessee High School for the 
education of school teachers.•• The new Hume High School 
offered courses in teacher training. Six former Hume pupils 
were employed in the 1860 school system.81 

Music lessons were a must. Parents saved and stinted to 
accumulate for the weekly or semi-weekly lessons. An accom­
plished youthful pianist of this decade was Morris Powers who 
astonished everyone in a recital in 1859 with his masterly playing 
of Gottschalk's "Bamboula" and "Home Sweet Home" with varia­
tions.•• 

Private instructions in music, undoubtedly, suffered in competi­
tion with the very successful Nashville Academy of Music and 
Fine Arts which was opened in 1855 by two German music 
professors Henry Weber and Charles Hess. Music attracted all 
ages and both sexes as did the waltzes, polkas and mazurkas 
taught in the several dancing schools. To learn the quadrille, as 
danced in Europe, one attended Mr. Goodwin's dancing class 
at the Odd Fellows Hall. •• An appeal to the fairer sex was evi­
denced in Mr. Goodwin's special ladies classes. Here were taught 
"dances so gentle that the most delicate could practice them 
with safety.".. Madame Julia Vincent's classes at the Harmonia 
Hall offered an even greater variety of instruction and included 
in addition to the popular lancers and quadrilles, the Spanish 
dance, the Highland Fling, the Hom Pipe and the Shawl dance.•• 
Dancing was not an acceptable diversion to many church and 
lay people, but it found favor and approval from followers of 
the Jewish faith. 

In the 1850's the city's most publicized institution for higher 
education was the University of Nashville, which had been 
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established in 1785 as Davidson Academy. At no time during this 
decade were any Jewish students among its large enrollment in 
either its literary, law or medical departments. The literary col­
lege, having met with financial difficulties, merged in 1855 with 
the Western Military College of Princeton, Kentucky. The medi­
cal department ranked second in the country and by 1860 had 
graduated 768 doctors. In its nine year existence it had enrolled 
2800 medical students.3° The law school was created in 1854. 
A second medical school, Shelby Medical College, opened No­
vember 1, 1858; its connecting hospital for indigent sick was a 
worthy contribution in the realm of science and healing. 

With few exceptions Nashville's young Jewish men were 
of foreign birth. They had risked the insecurity and loneliness 
of a new land to seek a new way of life and the paramount 
issue was one of sustenance. The $105 tuition charge for a term 
of twenty weeks"1 would have been difficult to come by and 
there were those left in the old homeland who needed every 
saved penny. No scholarships or loan funds were available 
for David Elsback, Jacob Bloomstein or Henry Schlessinger. 
We may conclude that Nashville's Jewish community was both 
too recent and too impoverished to have attained college status. 
The next two decades were to write a different version. 

J. Emanuel was listed as a bookkeeper in the business direc­
tory for 1860. He very likely attended one of Nashville's three 
commercial colleges where bookkeeping, commercial law, com­
mercial arithmetic and the indispensable penmanship were 
taught.'" Calligraphy, a beautiful and legible handwriting, 
was considered a prime requisite for job seekers. The customary 
business letter of this era concluded with the phrase, "I remain 
your obedient servant;" and it would be written in practice books 
many times before the writer was rewarded with an elegant 
penmanship. 

Adult education is not as recent a development in American 
life as is commonly thought. Subscription libraries, singing 
groups, dramatic clubs and an insatiable desire for the lecture 
platform characterized this era. These activities enriched the 
lives of the participants and gave evidence of their desire for 
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knowledge. As early as 1842 the Mechanics Library Association 
had sponsored lectures on various subjects."" Horizons could 
be broadened very cheaply with the purchase of a family ticket 
at one dollar or a single admission for 12112 cents. During this 
decade people were eager to inform themselves and were willing 
to pay a travelling lecturer fifty to three hundred dollars a 
lecture.•• Because it was a fruitful source of income many 
speakers and, undoubtedly, some charlatans were drawn to the 
lecture platform where they agreed to speak on every conceiv­
able subject. The New York Tribune announced that 194 gen­
tlemen and eight ladies, qualified lecturers for the 1859 season, 
would probably earn three to eight thousand dollars." 

In Nashville, lectures were sponsored by many groups. The 
Medical colleges, the Medical Association, the Tennessee Histori­
cal Society and churches sponsored speakers. In many instances 
lecturers sponsored themselves. They traveled from town to 
town advertising their appearance in the local papers. 

The Rev. Orville Dewey, a giant in the lecture field, delivered 
his famous Lowell lectures in Nashville in January 1854. In a 
series of twelve lectures for three dollars Rev. Dewey attempted 
to impress his audience with their importance in a creative 
world. His subject was "The Problems of Human Destiny.''" 
It is doubtful that the Nashville audience was as enthusiastic 
as the cultured Boston groups to which Rev. Dewey was accus­
tomed. For sweet charity's sake Nashvillians listened to a lecture 
on "The Railway System of the United States.''" For the 
pure love of science and only twenty-five cents, one heard Pro­
fessor Hale's lecture at the Third Presbyterian Church on 
"Electro-Biology.''.. In a lighter vein Professor Copeland, a 
master in the realm of elocution, gave a demonstration of his 
histrionic talent in the Federal Court Room at the Capitol.'" 

The most fascinating lectures were those that accompanied the 
gigantic panoramas. This 1850 edition of Cinemascope offered 
as much excitement and beauty as the modern screen. The 
sound came from the lecturer explaining the breath-taking snows 
of the Arctic, the steep ascents on Mt. Blanc, the wondrous 
stalactites at Mammoth Cave. The audience breathlessly visited 
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the gold fields of California, Westminster Abbey, Niagara Falls 
and many far away places.'" It was a wonderful experience for 
these little traveled and semi-provincial people. 

A petition that may have involved some of the Nashville 
Jewry was presented to the Board of Education in September 
1859. The use of a room at Hynes School was requested by 
seventy-seven persons for the purpose of having taught at their 
expense a class in the German language. The Board did not 
grant permission, but it promised to make every effort to furnish 
a room in which both English and German would be taught." 

"The people of the South are not a bookish people."'" This 
contemporary observation stemmed from the fact that of 
$16,000,000 worth of books published in 1856 the southern states 
could lay claim to only $750,000." This accusation could not 
have been directed at Nashville because the local publishing 
houses, the largest being the Southern Methodist, claimed an 
annual business of $224,038 in 1858."0 

The country was reading more than it ever had. An improve­
ment in the invention of electrotyping had stimulated printing 
and lowered the costs so that the output of books increased 50% 
in the first half of the decade. 01 The local library associations, pri­
vate libraries, book stores and newspapers gave evidence that 
the folks in Nashville were becoming inveterate readers. 

There were no public libraries in either Nashville or Davidson 
County in 1850. The Mechanics Association had established a 
library in 1844, and by 1860 it had a collection of some 5,000 
books, many of which were technical.•• The library and reading 
rooms on College Street were open daily from 8 AM to 10 PM, 
and admission was free. However, an annual membership fee 
of three dollars entitled one to borrow books, attend monthly 
lectures and classes in drawing and engraving.•• The Y.M.C.A. 
had a smaller circulating library of some 400 good standard 
works. Their reading room was well supplied with current news­
papers and periodicals."' The 14,000 volume library of medical 
and academic books at the University of Nashville was the larg­
est in the city. In addition it housed the collection of the 
college literary societies.•• The most pretentious library was in 

103 



the State Capitol. During the '50's, through appropriation of 
special funds and taxes, $12,000 had been spent on a library of 
11,000 volumes and 4,000 pamphlets.•• The Tennessee Historical 
Society owned about 900 books and possibly 1000 pamphlets by 
1860. 57 In addition to adequate church libraries there existed 
many private libraries of considerable worth and size.•• 

The favorite meeting place for book lovers was Berry's Book­
store. It stocked one of the finest collections of contemporary 
literature that was to be found anywhere in the country."" Fur­
nished with cushioned chairs for the convenience of customers, 
it gave the appearance of a literary club.6° 

In this golden era of American literature were the people 
reading the works of Poe, Emerson, Longfellow or Whittier? 
The advertisements of the three local bookstores, Berry's, Hagan's, 
Smith and York's indicated a preference for English authors, 
especially Dickens and Scott. 

The most important book of the century, Charles Darwin's 
Origin of the Species published in 1857, was far outranked in 
readers by the best sellers, Ten Nights in a Bar Room and 
Uncle Tom's Cabin. There was a definite preference for. the 
master storyteller, Mrs. E.D.E.N. Southworth, an artist in the 
creation of melodramatic and thrilling plots involving sweet 
innocent heroines and despicable villains. Teen-age girls, mothers 
and grandmothers lived vicariously in Mary J. Holme's tragedies 
and romances, the most popular being Lena Rivers and Temp­
est and Sunshine. The first dime novel Malaeska by Ann Sophia 
Stevens appeared in 1860 and placed women novelists in the 
ranks of best sellers. Marriage counselling found its way into 
print in an eight volume series called Clarissa or the History 
of a Young Lady. The author, Samuel Richardson, discussed 
the important "concerns of private life, particularly the mis­
conduct of parents in relation to marriage."01 As the war years 
drew near the Southern press fought a vigorous campaign against 
Northern literature. 

The Jewish home usually contained a few books on ceremonial 
and holiday observances; many of these were cherished family 
heirlooms brought from the old country.61 The destruction by 
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£re in 1850 of the first American Jewish Publication Society 
had deprived Jewry of any sponsoring agency for the publication 
of Jewish and religious literature. Communities looked to Rabbi 
Isaac Leeser of Philadelphia for guidance in the selection and 
purchasing of books for home and synagogue use. The Nash ville 
Jewish community in its celebrated "five family, eight young 
men" letter of 1852 made a request of Rabbi Leeser for the pur­
chase of an English translated prayer book and the Five Books 
of Moses. 

The newspapers, the influential institution in American life, 
always astonished foreign visitors by their numbers and the 
importance attached to them. Three of the four pages of the 
poorly printed five local dailies of 1860 were devoted to adver­
tisements much of which was quackery. Intolerant editorials, 
meager local information, national and international news were 
condensed into the space of one page. Only Nashvillians of high 
position were deemed newsworthy. 

Foreign news came with ships until after the event of August 
16, 1858, when Queen Victoria and President Buchanan ex­
changed greetings by telegraph. Foreign news items were cap­
tioned "Latest from Europe" or "Foreign Intelligence." Nash­
villians of this era read about the bravery of the Australians, 
discontent in India, Peary in Japan, the birth of octuplets in 
Ohio"" but little about local happenings. Undoubtedly, Nashville 
news was being adequately publicized by word of mouth. 
Eagerly awaited were the Gazette's listing of uncalled for letters 
at the postoffice, daily river news with schedules of boat arrivals 
and departures, train and coach schedules. 

The sensational murder trial of the decade concerned the 
killing of Philip Key, son of Francis Scott Key, by the socially 
prominent member of Congress, Daniel Sickles. It had all the 
earmarks of a modern whodunit and was avidly read by both 
sexes. 

The mounting crusades for women's rights"' caught the atten­
tion of many local women readers, who undoubtedly followed 
with interest the activities of the reforming Amelia Bloomer. 
The Southern Ladies Companion and the two locally published 

105 



-

magazines The Parlor Visitor and The Ladies Pearl published 
receipts for cooking and needlework and fashion articles high­
lighting the Paris styles of Mme Pompadour. Their sentimental 
stories were concerned more with morality than with good 
literature requirements. 

Harpers Weekly, Atlantic Monthly, DeBow's Review, Godey's 
Ladies' Book, Putnam's Monthly were a few of the most popular 
national journals sold in all the local bookstores and reviewed 
in the local newspapers. Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, 
a forerunner of modern illustrated journalism, appeared in 1855. 

With the exception of the monthly Occident and American 
Jewish Advocate, all national Jewish periodicals were printed 
each Friday; and a subscription to each cost three dollars an­
nually. Local congregational news, national problems and 
international Jewry were adequately discussed and kept the 
readers well-informed on current issues. The Jews of Denmark 
were discussed for six months in the columns of The Asmonean. 
Articles on the Jews of Copenhagen, Russia, Gibraltar, Calcutta, 
Sahara and China informed American Jewry of their brethren 
elsewhere in the world. For only twenty-five cents, notices of 
births, marriages and death would be publicized. The local 
Nashville dailies often printed excerpts from Jewish periodicals, 
particularly from The Israelite and London Jewish Chronicle. 

The Republican Banner announced in 1861 that a German 
paper Der Boebacher would be published semi-weekly in Nash­
ville.•• The presence of a sufficiently large community of Ger­
man citizenry was indicated by the need for such a paper. Until 
the 1870's the advertisements of the local Jewish congregation 
for a rabbi consistently required of applicants an ability to 
speak in both the English and German languages. 

An important factor in the establishment of the New Adelphi 
Theater in 1850°" was the realization that the theater was a 
potential cultural influence. Theater was not new to Nashville 
one having opened on December 4, 1807. During the 1850's 
the Adelphi was also called Nash ville Theater, and later it was 
renamed the Gaiety. For religious reasons many Nashvillians re­
fused to attend concerts at a theater; so many performances were 
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presented at either Douglas Hall, the Odd Fellows Hall, or the 
Masonic Hall. 

The greatest sensation of the decade was Jenny Lind, the 
Swedish soprano. Brought to America by the showman P. T. 
Barnum, she earned in her two year American tour over $130,000. 
In the spring of 1851 Jenny sang at the newly built Adelphi 
which had to be enlarged for her concerts. Tickets sold for as 
high as $200, and standing room brought three dollars.•• The 
audience, so entranced with her rendition of Home Sweet Home, 
forgot the uncomfortable rough plank seats and drafty hall.68 

In honor of the wonderful Jenny, bonnets, jewelry, ~hawls, 
gloves, flour and meats were named. In Nash ville one could buy 
Jenny Lind hats and Jenny Lind billiard tables.•• Ben' Lyons, 
local Jewish business man, named his refreshment hall, the 
Jenny Lind saloon. 

Although scenes from grand opera had been presented in 
Nashville many times, the first entire opera was given on May 
24, 1854.7° It is doubtful that the Nashville audience, which had 
proved itself liberal patrons of minstrelsy, was either familiar 
with opera technique or had acquired the taste and discernment 
for a real appreciation of the Italian company of forty artists 
which played here for five nights.71 

Minstrelsy was a passion and the fashion in the 1850's. A fond­
ness for jigs and reels and the folksy melodies of Stephen Foster 
found an appreciation and responsive audience among Nash­
villians. The favorites among the Negro character delineators 
were Joe Sweeney's ViTginia Minstrels and Campbell's Minstrels. 

Among the Swiss Bell Ringers who had been delighting Nash­
ville audiences since 184612 was the skillful Peake family who 
always appeared in native costume. Ventriloquists, magicians, 
Chinese jugglers and variety shows included Nash ville in their 
Hinterland circuit. On April 10, 1854 the French ballet delighted 
a local audience most of whom were completely unacquainted 
with this art form." 

Excitement was in the air on an April day in 1854. Down near 
the Cumberland River a crowd of men, women and children 
had gathered to see Van Amburgh's circus of lions, elephants and 
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hippos which had just arrived on a large floating palace.7' This 
was the heydey of the circus. As early as 1800 it had attained 
such popularity that thirty different shows were touring the 
country. The circus audience had one major difference with 
that of other forms of entertainment; it attracted a larger element 
of children. The comedy of the monkeys and the horsemanship 
of the equestriennes thrilled the young folks. In all likelihood, 
among the laughing boys and girls enjoying the antics of the 
dean of American clowns, Dan Rice, there might have been the 
youthful Levick sisters Rachel and Eva, or the Levy brothers 
Sol and Raphael. Very definitely they were on hand to view the 
free street parades that preceded the performance, for the sight 
of forty horses, four abreast, marching down College Street, was 
for young and old, sheer enjoyment. 

"The play's the thing." So said Mr. Shakespeare and so echoed 
Nashville audiences. The stock companies of the 1850's pro­
duced a constant stream of dramas, farces and comedies. Theater 
goers were fascinated by the heavy villains; they wept for be­
trayed, sweet innocence. Eliza Logan, Charlotte Cushman and 
Julia Dean received accolades of most popular, most capable and 
most beautiful. The Hamlet and Richard III of the Shakespear­
ean stars, James Murdoch and Edwin Booth, filled the playhouse 
and brought forth raves from the press. Booth attracted the 
largest audience since the appearance of the great Jenny Lind.'" 
Other favorites included the comedian Joe Cowell and the Irish 
delineator, John Drew. 

The few Jewish play-goers were probably warm supporters 
of their co-religionist, Adah Menken. Although Mrs. Menken 
had great personal charm, she was not a forceful or even a 
good actress. In light comedy she was adequate and often 
clever. During one of her visits to Nashville, Mrs. Menken con­
vinced the manager that Lady Macbeth was one of her triumphs. 
The night the curtain rolled up on that play, she had not fami­
liarized herself with the role and had to be fed the lines by the 
star, James Murdoch. Undoubtedly, Mrs. Menken succeeded in 
giving the Nashville audience the most remarkable performance 
of Lady Macbeth that it had been their misfortune to witness. 
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Willingly the lady returned to more familiar roles, and everyone 
was happier.'" 

At the conclusion of a tour, a benefit would customarily be 
tendered the star or the manager. The names of Benjamin and 
Jacob Lyons, fervent supporters of the legitimate theater, ap­
peared several times during the decade among the names of 
such donors." 

The local press repeatedly reprimanded theater goers for their 
behavior. They accused them of possessing no critical judgement 
and of invariably applauding at the wrong time. If they liked 
anything they shrieked. Mrs. Sam Cowell, wife of the famous 
English variety actor, described the area as a "region of 
roarers."1

• Little regard for spectators was shown in the late 
arrival of the ladies and the early departure of the men. As 
soon as the outcome of the play was apparent many would 
"run out as though the house was on fire." The refreshment 
room and the drinking saloon only added further confusion, as 
the men went up and down to drink, to buy plug tobacco and 
to engage in fist fights. 1

• 

To many and particularly to the local German group, amateur 
theatricals and musicales brought the greatest pleasure. The 
Nashville Dramatic Club, a group of "respectable and intelligent 
young men," had gained favorable comment in their first appear­
ance.•• The productions of the German Harmonia Club, a social 
and dramatic group, were often given in the German language 
and drew large audiences to productions that merited the ac­
colade of professional. In 1857 the group rented and fitted up 
its own Harmonia Hall, where, following the dramatic presenta­
tions, the seats would be removed for an evening of dancing.•1 

A third Little Theatre group, the Robertson Dramatic Club, 
was an affiliate of the Robertson Association, a local charitable 
organization interested in care of the sick and destitute.•• Jacob 
Lyons, secretary of the Robertson Dramatic Club, merited favor­
able comment for his performance as a bailiff in March 1857.•• 
The Hook and Ladder company, the Protestant Orphanage and 
the House of Industry were a few of the beneficiaries of the 
many productions for charity sponsored by the local dramatic 
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groups.•• 
Undoubtedly, Nashville was indebted to the German element 

for the encouragement they gave the musical world. They spon­
sored the musical event of the decade, the Schiller Music Festival 
in celebration of the lOOth anniversary of the great German 
poet.•• They were also instrumental in the presentation of Hay­
den's Oratorio, The Creation, in 1858 and Handel's Messiah in 
1859.86 

Every parent makes a sympathetic and appreciative audience 
for its own child's performance. The many concerts, dramatic 
presentations and declamations may not have broadened the 
mama's and papa's horizons as much as they swelled their chests 
with pride, but they served as wonderful experiences in home 
and school cooperation. 

As 1860 drew to a close and the war clouds grew darker, 
Nashvillians could look back on the wonderful decade of the 
1850's as a time of seeking wider vistas through enlightenment. 
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CHAPTER VII 

A Time to Laugh 

T he chronicle of American life and manners was woven by 
a traditional gospel of work. The commonplace lives of the 

vast majority of Nashville's citizens and certainly most of its 
Jewry were circumscribed by long arduous days uncurbed by 
state or federal legislation.' Few hours remained for relaxation 
or amusement. A time to laugh, a time for diversion, a time set 
apart from the workaday world were to be found in the ob­
servance of national and religious holidays, in church and 
synagogue affiliation and in the everyday contacts with friends, 
neighbors and relatives. 

Immigrants learned quickly the preference for Independence 
Day as the number one national holiday. Each year the coun­
try's fight for "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness" was 
retold in flaming oratory embellished by parading men amidst 
the firing of cannons, the shooting of firecrackers and the eating 
of popcorn. The Germans fell victims of the marching fever. 
Their target shooting group known as the German Y aegers 
donned their colorful red-corded gray and green uniforms for 
the July 4th celebrations. They won both envy and admiration 
for their precision marching and turning. 2 Barbecues, picnics 
and fish frys were features of the day's activities. An occasional 
steam-boat excursion• or balloon ascension' added excitement 
and varied the program. A dance or cotillion inevitably con­
cluded this memorable day. 

The annual state fair, inaugurated in 1857," provided a week 
of pleasure for citizens of Davidson and surrounding counties. 
The exhibits of handwork, art, preserving and canning captured 
the women's interest. Men were attracted to the farm products, 
live stock, manufactured articles and marble work. But the 
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events of the turf, the trotters and horses drawn tandem, 
created thrills and excitement for all. 

Oftimes the week of the Fair coincided with the two most 
important holidays in the Jewish calendar. Although a discussion 
of these holy days pertains to the chapter "A Time To Build 
Up," one must be mindful that holidays, regardless of their 
holy and spiritual intent, were eagerly awaited by Jewry as a 
time of pleasure and relaxation. The first of the Fall holidays 
was the New Year or Rosh Ha Shonah. This ushered in a ten 
day period of penitence ending in the fast on the Day of Atone­
ment or Y om Kippur. Five days after these awesome and holy 
Fall holidays, the Jews observed the Succos or Festival of the 
Harvest. This festival dates back to the time of the exodus 
when Jews fleeing in the wilderness were forced to live in 
temporary booths. It has been annually observed by Jews as a 
time of thanksgiving and prayer. Children particularly delighted 
in partaking of meals for one week in unroofed booths. These 
temporary shelters were erected in the back yards by the men 
of the family; the decorations of fruit, vegetables and branches 
were arranged by the young people. 

Hence it is understandable that the phenomenon of a thanks­
giving day was no new experience for Jewry. The American 
Thanksgiving afforded the family an opportunity for family 
visiting and feasting. 

Almost simultaneously with the Christian holiday, Christmas, 
the Jew observed the Feast of Lights, Chanukah. This festival 
commemorated a victory over oppression in the days of the 
Syrian ruler Antiochus IV. It was primarily a home celebration 
lasting for eight nights. Candles were lit, one for the first night, 
two for the second until the eighth night when eight candles 
were lit. Along with the exchange of gifts, prayers were said, 
and songs were sung. Christmas was not unknown to the 
Jewish immigrant. The retelling and reenacting of the Nativity 
story had been occasions for much discrimination and persecu­
tion. Perhaps a desire to erase differences contributed to the 
acceptance in many Jewish homes of the custom of hanging 
children's stockings for St. Nick's visit. No Jew would ever have 
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acknowledged that such an action was tantamount to observing 
a holiday completely foreign and antagonistic to his own beliefs. 

Sh'lach monas, the giving of gifts or generosity to the poor, 
was identified with Purim, the Feast of Lots. On the eve of 
Purim the Jewish community in masquerade costumes repaired 
to the small rented synagogue on North Market Street for an 
evening of mirth and merrymaking. To the traditional reading 
of the Megil"lah, Book of Esther, upon which the festival is 
based, the children unrestrainedly added the accompaniment of 
noisemakers, the signal being the reader's mention of the name 
of the arch anti-semite Haman. A play or a dance would con­
clude this happy and memorable day. 

On the heels of the Purim celebration, Ireland's national 
holiday St. Patrick's day was commemorated by the Irish ele­
ment with the wearing of the green and much conviviality. 

The two spring holidays, the Christian Easter and the Jewish 
Passover or Pesach, were observed simultaneously. During the 
week of Passover the Jews ate unleavened bread or matzos in 
remembrance of the exodus from Egyptian bondage. On the eve 
of the holiday the family would gather from near and far for the 
festive home or Seder service. The Jacob Hyman family, un­
doubtedly, had difficulty finding places for all the family that 
came to celebrate. Mrs. Hyman was a sister of B. M. Myers 
and mother of Mrs. Sam Powers, Mrs. Mike Powers and Mrs. 
Myer Joseph, all residents of Nashville. During grandfather 
Jacob Hyman's reading from the Hagadah of the flight to free­
dom, little Louis Powers was permitted to ask the age old 
question, "Why is this night different from all other nights?" 
All joined in the songs and games which followed a traditional 
Passover meal. 

The festival of Shevuos was observed seven weeks after Pass­
over. This holiday commemorated the giving of the Torah to 
Moses on Mt. Sinai. 

All Jews looked forward to the Sabbath. The joys and 
pleasures of the day more than compensated for its restrictions. 
In addition to a day of rest it served through synagogue and 
home service to strengthen family ties. No matter how poorly 

113 



-

one lived all week, for the Sabbath every effort was made to 
provide food for both the stomach and the mind. Special 
delicacies came to be associated with the day. Sabbath after­
noons were devoted to visiting and study. The learned men of 
the Jewish community probably gathered at the home of either 
Henry Harris or Alexander Iser for discussions of Biblical or 
Talmudic law. 

The only permissible Sunday activities for the Christian were 
church attendance and visiting.• In the 1850's folks amused 
themselves by just talking. Since the Jew observed Saturday 
as his Sabbath both he and his German Christian friends were 
criticized for their unrestricted Sunday activities. Germans 
loved beer and were not averse to beer gardens, card playing 
or chess games as Sunday diversions. The church frowned on 
cards, games of chance and dancing on any day of the week. 

As friends visited back and forth, they exhibited their shell, 
button and autograph collections. A favorite entertainment was 
seeing the world via the stereoscope. The distinctly American 
custom of the surprise party, planned minutely weeks in ad­
vance, was popular in this decade. It surprised only the honored 
guest who had just settled down for a quiet evening to suddenly 
become the victim of invading and oftimes unwanted guests. 
The familiar expression "stuck on a girl" was created at taffy 
pulls. It was popular with the unmarried group; it gave the 
young man an excuse for putting his arms around his girl as he 
helped in the job of candy pulling. 

The foreign element enjoyed dancing. Lusky's Hall on Broad 
Street was the scene of many balls' and the German Harmonia 
Club invariably concluded their concerts and dramatic presenta­
tions with a dance. 

The summer season offered much in the way of recreation. 
Picnic's at Magnolia Gardens on Mrs. White's turnpike, outings 
at Watkin's Grove, walks to Sulphur Springs, swimming and 
fishing at Stone's river, ice cream suppers, the new soda fount, 
croquet, tennis, target shooting and pitching horse shoes pro­
vided Nashvillians with many happy hours. 

Visiting celebrities and notables created excitement. The visit 
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of ex-president Millard Fillmore on May 4, 1854, was long re­
membered and discussed. 

All religions regard the marriage rites as sacred. In the 
Jewish home, the social which inevitably followed the religious 
vows was a gay and often noisy affair. Three "elegant" weddings 
of this decade meriting newspaper notices were the double 
wedding of Samuel Lyons to Miss Elizabeth Isaaks of Bristol, 
England and Jacob Lyons to Miss Louisa Delisser of Chatta­
nooga• and the marriage of Julius Ochs to Miss Bertha Levy 
of Nashville. The Reverend Alexander Iser officiated at both 
ceremonies. The Ochs-Levy nuptials were accompanied by 
"three bottles of sparkling catawba."• 

The annual election of synagogue officers provided a training 
ground for aspiring leaders. At these spirited meetings tempers 
flared, and sensibilities were wounded. It is likely that the 1859 
split in the congregation grew out of such a meeting. 

During the 1850's the gospel of work which had characterized 
American life had broadened to a creed of "work and acquire." 
Man's increasing preoccupation with the business of making 
money resulted in the establishment of wealth as the yardstick 
for a new and growing aristocracy. The palatial homes and 
new public buildings, the mushrooming public resorts and 
commercial amusements gave evidence that in this decade 
Nashville possessed a sizeable, wealthy and pleasure seeking 
social group.1 0 The 1860 census revealed that three Jews, Sinai 
Nathan, Michael Powers and Isaac Stein had amassed fortunes 
of over $10,000. 

For seven dollars a week or $1.25 a day, one could enjoy not 
only excellent food and good music but "invigorating air, cooling 
shade and curative waters" at the near-by Tyree, Epperson, 
Beer-Sheba, Red-Boiling and Hurricane Springs. The half-price 
rates for children and servants were slightly below those ex­
tended the family horse.11 At near-by farms the same invigorating 
air and good food were available for those who could not afford 
the luxury of a summer resort. Lookout Mountain, a picturesque 
resort near Chattanooga, was unsurpassed in scenic beauty. Few 
Nashvillians visited the fashionable Saratoga Springs where 
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the object was to see and be seen. However, they were informed 
through the local newspapers of the 'battle of the dress," an 
annual contest at this New York State resort. As ladies vied for 
attention and prominence, they paraded a succession of stylish 
outfits. During the summer of 1857 it was not until the ap­
pearance of the sixty-third dress that one lady won out in this 
war of fashion.12 

Throughout the country commercial amusements sprouted. 
The first gate receipts in 1858 from baseball embarked that 
recently created game in the field of spectator sports.13 On 
the local scene, billiards were enjoying great popularity. Ben 
and Lewis Lyons were responsible for stimulating interest in 
the game through local exhibitions of world renowned experts." 
Ben appealed to feminine players by establishing a special 
ladies' billiard parlor. Very likely, local Jewry viewed with more 
consternation than interest the presence of a co-religionist, 
Barney Aaron, in the prize fighting ring." The heavy-weight 
champion John Heenan elicited interest because of his marriage 
to the Jewish darling of the stage Adah Menken. 

The popular horse race, rooted in the early settlers' love for 
stockbreeding and horsemanship, had been legalized in the state 
to develop native stock. To the newly arrived immigrant a 
horse was a business investment. Ownership of one denoted 
an advance up the economic ladder, from pack peddler by 
foot to peddler via horse and wagon. But for the fashionable 
Nashville set, the spring and fall races at the Nashville course 
were highlights in this exciting sport of kings. To accommodate 
the crowds, new audience stands and new buildings were erected 
in 1860." 

The gambler was also attracted to the races. The gambling 
passion was inherent in the American nature. Believing in the 
principle "nothing ventured, nothing gained," men gambled on 
anything from horse racing and cock fighting to guessing the 
number of peas in a pod. 

The greatest opportunities for speculation were to be found 
in the popular lotteries. In early America, lotteries had been 
a respectable means of raising money for defense, canals, 
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hospitals, churches and schools. It was as respectable to sell 
lottery tickets as to sell Bibles." About the middle of the 1830's 
most states, Tennessee included, legislated against lotteries. 
Suffering and bankruptcy had followed the spending of food and 
rent money on such tickets of chance. The idea grew that 
lotteries were morally wrong. However, most folks had no 
objections to winning large fortunes with one lucky stroke. They 
continued to invest thousands in the Havana, Grand Duchy of 
Baden, Georgia, Baltimore and Alabama lotteries. This racket 
took out of Nashville $100,000 in one year. Of this, $75,000 went 
into the Havana lottery which offered a better investment, as 
fewer tickets were sold. The local Daily Gazette campaigned 
for the removal of restrictions against lotteries claiming that 
money could be kept at home and channeled into local projects." 
However, folks kept building castles in the air, as one lucky ticket 
promised wealth and security. 

America had been described by the French visitor De Toc­
queville as "a nation of joiners." During the 1850's, first genera­
tion Jewish Americans sought membership in groups that were 
almost 100% German. In such affiliations there existed a rapport 
that was not possible in the often closed ranks of the native 
society. The Independent Order of Odd Fellows established 
its first lodge in Nash ville in 1839; by 1860 it had grown to 
four lodges and two encampments.'" The Aurora Lodge 105, 
established in 1858, conducted its meetings in the German 
language." A charter member of the group, Sinai Nathan, 
served as the first treasurer. Jacob Lyons was a scribe of En­
campment no. 1, and his brother Ben served in the same 
capacity for Olive Branch encampment." 

In 1796 the Masonic order was established in Nashville. It 
received its charter from the Grand Lodge of North Carolina. 
Only two lodges existed during the 1850's, Cumberland no. 8 and 
Phoenix no. 131. •• Since no membership records are now avail­
able, it is not known if any Jews were members of this order 
in the '50's. The Germania Lodge 355 was chartered in 1868, and 
records reveal that E. Wolf and Dr. Gustavus Schiff were officers 
of this branch.11 
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An editorial appeared in the local press in 1854 in defense of 
the German Turn Verein. Organized in Cincinnati in 1848 it 
was accused of being anti-constitutional and dangerous to the 
welfare of the country. The national president made known the 
aims of the open membership group as "an association to in­
vigorate body, mind and improve health." .. The Turn Verein 
was not chartered in Nashville until 1865.2" 

Men created opportunities for almost nightly excursions. 
Lodge and club meetings were scheduled weekly. Memberships 
in the Masons, the Odd Fellows, a chess club, a dramatic club 
and the volunteer fire brigade could successfully shorten the 
hours at home. 

The volunteer "fire-eaters," expecting no reward, only smiles 
of approval, had existed for twenty-three years. Upon the 
creation of Nashville's first paid fire department in July 1860, 
the volunteers were honorably discharged.20 Throughout the 
decade the group had heeded all fire alarms. In 1851 it became 
necessary to organize an auxiliary fire guard which had police 
powers while on duty. This police group of some sixty or 
seventy members kept the streets clear in the vicinity of the fire, 
prevented citizens from interfering with the active fireman and 
kept a good lookout for thieves or plunderers.17 The bucket 
brigade gave way to the first fire engine in 1858, and the follow­
ing year the first four wheel steam engine was purchased. By 
1860 the fire department comprised five companies and a hook 
and ladder company. The six hundred members of the de­
partment were represented by an elected committee of nine 
in matters of interest to the department.•• The decade was 
marked by many disastrous fires. In 1856 the Masonic Hall, 
the Davidson County Court House and many buildings on the 
Public Square were destroyed. The Courthouse was fired again 
in 1857, and in 1860 the famous St. Cloud hotel was destroyed 
by fire. Mayor Randal McGavock in his message to the city 
council in 1859 reported thirty-nine fires and seventy-four false 
alarms for the year.'" The German population of the city at 
their own expense had equipped a hook and ladder company 
with hooks, poles, ladders and buckets. ' 0 Active members of the 
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volunteer fire brigade included Ben Myers, Judah Frankland01 

and Ben Lyons.•• 
As postmen were not introduced until 1866 the post-office was 

a busy and popular site for the local citizenry. It maintained a 
daily service from 6:30 A.M. to 7:30 P.M. except Sunday when 
the office was opened from 7 :30 A.M. to 9 A.M. and from 5 P.M. 
to 7 P.M. •• In anticipation of a letter from the old country or 
from a recently arrived relative, the local Jewish settlers, un­
doubtedly, daily visited the post-office. Martin Sulzbacher 
looked for a message from his step brother Morris Cohn, who 
had left Nashville in 1853 to become one of earliest settlers in 
Leavenworth, Kansas." The young bride Esther Lande hoped 
for a letter from her sisters, the Misses Boxim of New York City.•• 
Until 1847 the postage system was a pay as you receive ar­
rangement. Postage stamps were then introduced, and either 
the sender or the recipient could pay the postage. The rates 
were reduced in 1851 to three cents prepaid or five cents unpaid 
for one-half ounce carried three thousand miles.•• In order to 
save money, travelers were besieged with requests to carry 
letters and packages to the city of destination. The Garritson 
letter, from which the title of this book was borrowed, was 
personally delivered to Rabbi Leeser of Philadelphia by Louis 
Hanf of Nashville. By 1854, mail from New York arrived in 
Nashville via coach and river in three and one-half days ... 
Schedules were often upset by frozen rivers. The names of per­
sons for whom mail was held at the post-office were published 
in the Nashville Daily Gazette. This service, very likely, gained 
many subscribers. 

The journey to market, to school, to church and to friends was 
accomplished via the shoe-leather express. For greater dis­
tances, families of wealth maintained horses and carriages or 
from livery stables, one could hire horses, buggies and even driv­
ers. On holidays the demand far exceeded the supply. A 
member of the "Hebrew children," whose name was withheld, 
was arrested for fast driving and fined nine and one-half dollars 
in the spring of 1857.'" By 1860, several private omnibus com­
panies operated within the city and suburban areas. Trips were 
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made hourly; fares were five cents; departing and arriving trains 
were met.8° 

"Nashville can boast the finest capitol in the Union."' 0 The 
classic State building for which the cornerstone had been laid 
in 1845 achieved for the city an international prominence. 
Unanimous appraisal of its magnificence was evident in the 
comments to be found in contemporary gazateers, guide books 
and writings of American and foreign visitors." From its 
imposing position atop the high Campbell's Hill, it commanded 
a view of the surrounding territory and was easily visible to all 
as they approached the city. 

The decade of the fifties was characterized by a boom in 
public and private building. The "Bloody Row" on the South 
side of the Square, where once the whiskey shops had reared 
their ghastly fronts, had given way to a row of fine wholesale 
houses." A remodelled City Hall, new theater, public schools, 
Masonic Hall, Odd Fellow Building, churches of various de­
nomination and the new Maxwell House Hotel, for which the 
cornerstone was laid August 23, 1860, signified a flourishing and 
progressive city. 

In 1860 four-fifths of the people of the United States lived in 
the country. Perhaps half of these lived in log cabins of one or 
two rooms.•• Within Nashville many new residential areas with 
palatial homes were being developed. However, the majority of 
the people continued to live within walking distance of the 
downtown shopping area. No Jews resided in the fashionable 
residential district of the fifth ward which included Summer, 
High and Vine Streets between Broad and Cedar. The Aaron 
Landes, the David Elsbachs, the Alexander Isers and the H. H. 
Goldbergs lived in the recently incorporated South Nashville 
area. The home addresses for the majority of the Jewish 
families in 1860 were North Market and South Market Street. 
City planning was evident in the numbering of the houses which 
was completed in February 1853." 

The attached house sat close to the street on a small lot with 
yard and garden in the rear. It was being replaced by a more 
pretentious home which possessed a front veranda for rocking 
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and for watching passerbys. An occasional iron fence added a 
decorative note along with the front steps, foot-scraper and 
hitching post. For $2000 one could purchase a seven room 
house with a modem bay window. Despite the many handsome 
private residences, there existed unsightly dirty areas that cried 
out for slum clearance.'" 

A study of the 1860 census reveals that it was not uncommon 
for many families to occupy a one residence building. With 
Rabbi Jonas Heilbon and wife lived Mr. and Mrs. Nathan 
Rosenthar and two children. The Morris Luskys were joint 
tenants with Marks and Julia Adyson and four months old Anne. 
Eleven people occupied the residence of Michael Schwartz. Mr. 
and Mrs. Schwartz lodged their married daughters Rebecca 
Attelsohn and Rose Abrahams with their respective husbands 
and young babies, both named Hanna. The Sam Shyers and 
the Michael Shyers occupied the same dwelling on Broad Street. 
In all likelihood it also served as their business address. It was 
quite common for these early immigrants to occupy a few rooms 
behind or over their place of business. The home and business 
addresses were the same for J. Green on Broad Street and for 
Z. Levy also on Broad. 

In the outlying regions the ability to sink a well at no great 
depth was the first consideration in the purchase of a lot. In 
these suburban areas, families owned horses, cows, and chickens. 
Jacob Bloomstein was the only Jew whose residence was given 
in the 1860 census outside the city limits. 

Within the house a fashionable ugliness reigned. In a fast 
growing country there had been little time to think of furniture 
in terms of art. The recent invention of the jig-saw and carving 
machine brought to the middle classes quantities of massive 
furniture heavily marked with scrolls, curves and carvings. A 
death blow had been dealt the cabinet maker; simplicity had 
been sacrilied for ostentation. 

The parlor of the 1850's was off limits to the family except 
for Sabbath visiting, piano practicing, weddings and funerals. 
For this sad and solemn occasion, invitations were frequently 
sent. Biblical and Talmudic law made it mandatory that the 
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Jewish corpse be interred within a short period. Consequently 
notice got around to the Jewish community by word of mouth." 

Standard furnishings of the parlor included a marble top 
table with crystal oil lamp, a horsehair sofa, a rush bottom 
Windsor chair and wall to wall Brussel's carpeting. A Currier 
and Ives print of "God Bless Our Home" and family portraits 
adorned the papered walls. The increasing popularity of1 

photographs over the more expensive oil painting was due to 
revolutionary improvements in picture making. However, hav­
ing a likeness taken required standing in front of a camera im­
movable as a statue for at least a minute. For those who were 
unable to maintain a steady position, the head would be 
clamped between prongs so arranged as not to show in the 
picture. 

What-nots bursting with bric-a-brac, chalk figurines and sea 
shells offered a variety of conversation pieces. The rumbling 
noise of the shells reminded young Simon and Henry Klein of 
the Atlantic Ocean waves they had so recently heard. A fond­
ness for fringe and tassels was visible on curtains, tablecloths 
and the indispensable portieres which served to separate the 
parlor from the dining area. 

The dining room in the homes of the wealthy displayed 
beautiful silver, Bohemian cut glass, French china and exquisite 
Irish linen damask. Isaac Stein was Nashville's wealthiest Jew." 
In all likelihood, his young wife Rosalie possessed these elegant 
appointments. 

The conventional bedroom contained a wardrobe or bureau, 
wash stand, table and bedstead. The latter was often so high 
that it required the use of steps to be reached. A popular style 
of this era was the bedstead of high posts covered with a canopy 
from which beautiful draperies hung.•• 

By 1860, many homes boasted hot and cold water and a 
modem innovation, the bathtub. As early as 1854 Currey 
Furniture Co. advertised the shower apparatus for bathing.•• 
The first bathtub had been installed in the White House in 1850 
during the regime of President Fillmore. 

Housewives were interested in the new patents and improve-
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ments that lightened their duties. In the realm of kitchen 
gadgetry, the bainmarie or double boiler, the com sheller, 
apple parer, non-failure fruit canning top, five minute ice-cream 
freezer, water cooler and fly trap served as time saving equip­
ment.•• 

On the national scene refrigeration got a tremendous boost 
from the patent for ice manufacturing in 1860. However ice 
was not manufactured in Nash ville until 1880... It was cut in 
the winter from local ponds or rivers, stored in ice houses or 
imported in the summer from other areas where it had been 
stored. The Lake Kingston ice house near the wharf had a 
storage capacity of three thousand pounds.•• Housewives bought 
ice from a delivery ice-cart. More and more housewives were 
purchasing the new self-ventilating refrigerator,"" a great im­
provement over the old ice chest and spring house. 

Knowledge of food preservation was a must. Salt used 
generously as a preservative for butter and meats was also 
used to pack eggs. It excluded air and prevented breakage.•• 
Altho commercial canneries began to flourish in the 1850's, 
housewives continued to can fruits, vegetables, preserves and 
pickles. Only five million cans of food were bought by the 
thirty-five million population in 1856 averaging for each Ameri­
can in that year one-seventh of a can.•• 

Nashville housewives bought milk from men who delivered 
in large milk cans. Fresh fruits and vegetables, obtainable at 
the market house, were excluded from the diet of small children. 
As in most cities, Nashville's slaughter house was situated near 
the market. The ritual slaughtering of meats made it mandatory 
that the Jewish citizens buy only special cuts of beef, veal and 
lamb. For the Passover Matzo, local Jewry looked to Cincinnati 
which had established itself as early as 1850 as a Passover 
food center for the entire Midwest. 

After the depression of 1857 America became a country of 
coffee drinkers. The coffee, parched and ground at home, was 
increased by the addition of chicory. Local coffee drinkers and 
bargain hunters were attracted to the advertised merits of the 
Old Dominion coffee pot. This improved pot boasted a special 
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condenser that prevented the escape of the aroma; it used one­
fourth less coffee to produce a perfect cup•• good to the last drop. 

The basic ingredient for the well managed and happy home 
was a knowledge of bread making. In 1854, a divorce decree 
issued in Iowa declared the inability to make bread sufficient 
grounds for divorce. 07 The appearance of a new leavening agent, 
baking powder, gave impetus to cake and quick bread baking. 
Early in the decade, bakeries appeared on the local scene. 
One such bakery sold and delivered twenty-four loaves of bread 
for one dollar.•• From neighbors Jewish housewives learned 
to prepare the favorite Southern dishes of corn pone, turnip 
greens and sweet potatoes. In exchange they shared their 
"receipts" for sauerbraten and apple charlotte. 

The art of housekeeping and cookery passed from mother to 
daughter with all of the traditional superstitions concerning food 
combinations and weather restrictions. The few cook books 
were exchanged freely; the most widely read sections concerned 
emetics, paint removing, egg preserving, summer cookery and 
personal preparation for kitchen duty.•• To test the heat of an 
over the following hints were given: 

If hands can be held in oven only as long as 20-35 seconds the 
oven is a quick oven-if held for 35-45 seconds the oven is 
moderate-if held for 45-60 seconds the oven is slow.•• 

During the fifties, books on manners for both men and women 
became popular. Emily Thornwell's, The Lady's Guide to Per­
fect Gentility and Sara J. Hale's, Happy Home and Good So­
ciety, instructed the reader in the proper manner of chewing 
food and using cutlery. Only twenty years earlier Nashville had 
been described as a region of rude manners, where bones were 
picked with bare hands, knives drawn through the teeth and 
mocha poured into saucers to expedite cooling.01 Now folks 
were learning to eat noiselessly, to avoid sucking, sipping and 
blowing while eating, and to eat with fork and spoon instead of 
knife.•• They learned too, how to correctly set the table with 
dishes, bottom side up, knives and forks underneath to prevent 
dust and flies from soiling. In the home where father served 
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the meat and vegetables, and mother the drinks and dessert, 
refinement and culture were evident.•• 

Improvements in laundry and heating equipment interested 
the busy housewives who saved their grease and soap scraps 
to boil with lye and thereby create a clothes and household 
cleaner. The advertisement of a ten dollar washing machine 
that "could be operated by a small child with perfect ease"•• 
appealed to Rosa Heims, mother of seven children. The use 
of charcoal as a fuel for the heavy flatirons was probably 
investigated by Rebecca Powers and Amelia Levy who read that 
a whole day's ironing could be done with only one cents worth 
of charcoal. •• The coal stove was replacing the wood burning 
stove and the new fuel created interest as it "permitted women 
to cook without soiling their hands or complexions."•• The best 
lump coal to be used in grates or the new "pure air, durable and 
fire safety" hot air furnace was twenty-one cents a bushel or 
$5.50 a ton.61 Nut coal for cooking was thirteen cents a bushel 
or $3.50 a ton.6" Unfortunately when the winter demand was the 
greatest, freezes on the Ohio and Cumberland rivers created 
shortages. 

Equally fascinating was the modern carpet sweeper with 
revolving fans that sucked up dust and was guaranteed to out­
last one thousand brooms.6° Undoubtedly, the greatest inventions 
of this era were the safety pin and the sewing machine. Locally, 
sewing machine dealers had introduced installment selling in a 
plan to place a machine in every home. 

The decade witnessed woman's emergence from the home. 
On the national scene a growing awareness gave rise to an 
active struggle for women's rights. The battle of the sexes was 
aided and abetted by the increasing prosperity. The competition 
for the favor and affection of a few women in colonial 
America had early elevated her to a privileged pedestal from 
which she continued to rule home and husband. Foreign visi­
tors, unanimous in their acclaim of the American woman's 
beauty, were also unanimous in their disapproval of her vanity, 
prudery, unhealthfulness and power.7° I. J. Benjamin, Jewish 
traveler, stigmatized women with the following comment: 
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Alexander the great went out with his host to conquer various 
lands and it is said at last to have reached a land where women 
ruled; they summoned the men or dismissed them as they pleased 
and generally regarded them as slaves. I journeyed through 
several parts of the old world through which Alexander's army 
went and nowhere did I find a land to which this tale might verify. 
Accordingly I thought of the whole story as fiction until I found 
it verified in America. 71 

James Burn, an English workingman, took a dim view of those 
American women who remained in bed while their husbands 
made the fires, cooked the breakfast, packed the lunches and 
did the marketing." Harpers Monthly called women the "pup­
pets of the parlor."1

• They were pale due to lack of outdoor 
exercise. Fashion demanded a delicate gentility; every woman 
aimed for the clinging vine look. 

A false modesty in a straitlaced social system flowered a 
prudery in women that fostered marital problems, prostitution, 
illegitimacy and mulatto children. The crowded quarters of 
many homes exposed young people to child deliveries without 
acquainting them with the mysteries of birth and conception. 
Although the Biblical injunction of the ritual bath instructed 
the young Jewish girl in personal and sexual hygiene, any dis­
cussion of sex was taboo. Girls entered the bonds of wedlock 
innocent of its physical responsibilities. Fidelity in married 
women was general; the same cannot be said for the men. 
Prostitution was an acceptable feature of the social scene. In 
the area of the fourth ward more than one hundred women, in 
the 1860 census, listed prostitution as their field of employment. 
The Nashville Daily News campaigned editorially for a segrega­
tion of these "enchanted ground" areas." 

Perhaps the most adverse criticism of American women was 
aimed at her vanity. Harpers Weekly in a poem "Nothing to 
Wear" said: 

One deserving young lady almost unable 
To survive for the want of a new Russian sable; 
Another confined to the house when it's windier 
Than usual, because her shawl isn't India. 
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Oh, daughter of Earth; foolish virgins beware 
Lest in that upper realm you have nothing to wear." 

The hoop skirt invited attention and censure. It created con­
gestion on the sidewalks; it filled the pews at church:• As it was 
vulgar to show contours, corsets were required accessories. The 
tyrant, fashion, waved his wand, and women followed the dictates 
of the despot. They read Godey's and Harper's for fashion hints 
on morning dresses, walking dresses, manteaus, bonnets, shoes, 
gloves, jewelry, cosmetics and hair styles. The wedding of the 
Spanish Eugenie to Napoleon III in 1853 created a new coiffure. 
The hair was drawn from the face and rolled into a pompadour. 
Curling hair was accomplished by a handy gadget, the kroll­
iron.77 Mr. Joseph Loisseau, the local hair stylist, sold wigs, 
curls, braids, puffs and toupees.'" Young men wore the hair long 
and oiled it with a cologne perfumed grease:• 

The visit of the Hungarian Louis Kossuth in 1852 popularized 
the slouch hat. Men's styles and manners were affected by the 
nineteen year old Prince of Wales, Edward Albert, who visited 
America in 1860. •• Evening attire required swallow tail coat, stiff 
shirt and bow tie. 

Men began to shave the face with the improved Gilchrist 
razor which required little honing. Usually the side whiskers 
and mustaches were allowed to attain a luxurious growth. 
Isaac and Albert, local barbers, operated a shop in the Sewanee 
House." The skin one loves to touch was achieved in nineteenth 
century America with the application of a farina or starch 
powder and the pinching of the cheeks for that rosy glow. The 
newspapers printed recipes for making tooth paste, hair re­
mover, hair dye, hair restorative, freckle and corn remover. The 
magic ingredient to be used cost only ten cents. It could also 
be used as a cement for broken china.•• 

The contemporary scene, as viewed by visiting Europeans, 
presented a distorted and restricted picture of American life. 
The time worn adage "Woman's work is never done" continued 
to describe the world of the majority of nineteenth century 
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women. Despite the many household improvements and in­
creasing prosperity, her world demanded a twenty-four hour 
alert plus a knowledge of cooking, cleaning, nursing, child 
psychology and wifely responsibilities. For many Jewish wives 
there was the added requirement of a proficiency in salesman­
ship. 

The impression that all Americans lived in hotels or boarding 
houses was misleading. The eight Nashville hotels, catering 
largely to transients, offered accommodations unparalleled within 
a widespread area. Among the families listed in the 1860 census 
at the City Hotel were Mr. and Mrs. Mike Powers. Both the 
Lusky and the Henry Harris boarding houses attracted a per­
ment Jewish clientele largely among the peddling class. In all 
likelihood, many families preferred the comfort of well trained 
servants and bountifully supplied dining rooms.•• 

In an age when eggs sold for five cents a dozen, meal for 
forty-five cents a bushel and flour for $1.75 a barrel,"' a laborer's 
wage of fifty-nine cents a day with board, or eighty-four cents 
without,•• was insufficient compensation. The monthly wage for 
a woman servant averaged $5.12.•• A study of the 1860 census 
reveals a preference for foreign servants in the Jewish house­
holds. Of the fifteen paid servants in fourteen households, 
eight were from Ireland, one each from Poland, Prussia and 
Scotland, three white Americans and one nine year old mulatto 
girl. •1 The average age of twenty for the paid servants was just 
half that for the six Jewish owned female slaves whose ages 
ranged from thirty-two to fifty, averaging forty-one years. Re­
search has revealed the name of only one male servant, a slave, 
owned by the well known man about town, the unmarried Ben 
Lyons.•• 

In August 1849, President Zachary Taylor proclaimed the 
first Friday in August as a day of prayer and fasting to stay the 
pestilence of cholera that plagued the country. From June 9th 
to August 1st 1850, it is probable that 500 persons perished 
from cholera in Nashville.•• The problems of repeated epidemics, 
mosquitoes, Hies and dirt were not being met by any govern­
ment agency. Beginning in 1840, repeated efforts to establish a 
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State Department of Vital Statistics had failed. A City Board 
of Health was not established until 1866. Eleven years elapsed 
before the State Board of Health was created. Folks regarded 
sickness as a visitation from heaven. Each season exacted its 
toll, in winter lung trouble or "galloping consumption," in 
summer malaria, typhoid and the illnesses of a child's second 
summer. Infant mortality was very high. A report of the Nash­
ville Medical Society in 1858 made known that the twenty-eight 
deaths of children in the month of August 1858 were all for 
children under two years of age.•• 

Inadequate records make it impossible to list accurately and 
completely the Jewish dead for the ten year span of 1851 (when 
cemetery was purchased) to 1861. The known dead included 
Marx Cline (infant), Rebecca Elsbach (age two), Matilda 
Harris (15), Barbara Stein (21), Esther Lande (25), Joseph Stein 
(32), Vogele or Phoebe Heilbon ( 45), S. K. or S. R. Coleman 
(63), Emil Heinefeilman (?), Lab. Nassauer (?), Jacob Mit­
chell (?), Mrs. Isaac Garritson (?) .•1 

The median age of the white population in the country in 
1860 was 23.56 years.•• There were still living in the country in 
1850, 80,000 octogenarians who had been living when the 
thirteen colonies became an independent nation in 1776."" Al­
though men may have lived longer, it is doubtful that the life 
span of women was as short as Harper's Monthly lamented when 
it wrote, "It takes two and one-half lives of women to equal one 
life of man . . . a man of forty-nine marrying a woman of 
twenty would probably outlive her by one year." .. 

Many of the health problems could be traced to water supply. 
Nashville had incurred its fust debt of $50,000 in 1832 with the 
establishment of a city water works. By 1861, it was not only 
one of the few Southern cities with a public water system but 
it had achieved a reputation for healthfulness in an area of 
typhus and fevers."" Although good water was available, many 
homes lacked running water, few had bathing facilities and 
the outside privy was a common sight in the contemporary 
scene. Drinking water was sold at Sulphur Springs, a popular 
local bathing establishment where hot or cold showers were 
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available at twenty-five cents a bath or five dollars for the 
season." 

Housewives conducted an endless campaign against roaches, 
bed-bugs and lice."' No home was immune. However, the man­
datory health regulations of Jewish law had led to an emphasis 
on pre-Sabbath and pre-holiday cleaning. No Jewish home in 
the 1850's would have disregarded the command to cleanse each 
room, comer to comer, thoroughly and conscientiously of all 
Chomas (unleavened bread) at Passover. If for no other reason 
than this, a Jewish home received an annual housecleaning. 

Poor preparation of food was creating a nation of dypeptics. 
The South was called an area of the frying pan and the com­
ment, "God sends meat and the devil sends cooks" placed the 
blame for this commonplace malady on the housewife. Euro­
peans cried that Americans ate too fast and drank too much 
of that universal drink, ice-water.•• 

Before consulting a doctor, families resorted to home remedies. 
Neighbors exchanged tested cures of "sulphur, white lead and 
blue stone" for boils or "biles" as they were prone to say. They 
pinned their hopes on the curative powers of sassafras, turpen­
tine, licorice, castor-oil, asafetida and goose grease. Free vacci­
nations, medicine and medical advice were available at the city 
dispensary, an affiliate of the University of Nashville. Pauper 
patients, needing hospital care, were sent by the city to Shelby 
Medical School Hospital for only $1.50 a week."" At St. John's 
Hospital, run by the Sisters of Charity, hospitalization cost three 
dollars a week with no charge for medicines.1°0 The use of the 
recently discovered anesthetic, chloroform, gave encouragement 
to the field of surgery. 

Newspaper editorials, appealing to the authorities for street 
improvements, appeared regularly.1°1 The ill paved streets, with 
ruts and crossings out of repair, caused an oftimes impassable 
situation. The sanitary problem was aggravated by unremoved 
garbage thrown into the street attracting dogs, cats and hogs.1°2 

In 1859, when Nashville created the office of civil engineer, 
$7,452.47 had been spent on the streets.1°" The first street 
sprinklers, introduced on March 24, 1860, may have increased 
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slightly the elevation of the female crinoline skirts to the joy of 
the ever present ogling loafer. Although gas lights were installed 
on the city streets in February 1851, they remained poorly 
lighted. The Mayor reported 195 gas street lights in 1859.1°' 
The appearance of the street was definitely not improved by the 
innumerable telegraph poles. 

Nashville streets were frequently used to settle disagreements. 
Early in the decade, Felix K. Zollicoffer, editor of the Banner, 
and John Marling, editor of the Union and American, had an 
altercation over the site of the new bridge and fought it out in a 
gunfight on Cherry Street. And again on Cherry Street on 
October 27, 1859, George Poindexter, editor of the Union and 
American, killed Allen Hall, editor of the Daily News, in a 
political argument. A street brawl involving Jewish participants 
occurred in May 1857. The fight was precipitated by a law suit 
involving a Mr. Rice and Mr. Isaac Weill. Rice claimed that 
Weill had cheated him in a horse and watch trade. In spite of 
the large delegation that Weill had brought into court, the 
case was decided against him and he was fined ten dollars. Not 
satisfied with the court's decision, the case had a second trial on 
the street conducted by the plaintiff, the defendant and two of 
the latter's friends, a Mr. Wolf and a Mr. Stein. After some 
fisticuffs and abusive talk, the police arrived and marched the 
men back into court, this time Rice was fined10

• and departed 
a humble and contrite man, we hope. 

A study of all the local court records reveal the names of many 
Jews as both plaintiffs and defendants. The majority of the 
cases were business suits and naturalizations. Tippling and 
operating a business without a license or operating on Sunday 
were the chief misdemeanors. There were several cases of 
assault and battery.10

• It was an age when the power of the 
fist was stronger than the law. It also had the power to create 
a house divided. Mrs. Rosa Coleman and children lived in the 
same house on south Cherry Street with Mr. and Mrs. H. H. 
Goldberg and family. On a May Day in 1857 wrangling among 
the two sets of children soon involved the mothers. Mrs. Cole­
man slapped Mrs. Goldberg who retaliated with hair pulling. 
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The subsequent arrest of Mrs. Coleman and the payment of a 
fine of four dollars10

' restored peace and calm to the crowded 
household. 

"Pretty is as pretty does." "Children should be seen and not 
heard." These golden maxims dictated the discipline of children 
in nineteenth century America. In an era when age was regarded 
as a sign of experience, children were taught to respect the 
wisdom of elders. The Davidson County census for 1860 counted 
2464 white people over fifty years of age in a total white popu­
lation of 31,056, an average of one in 12.6.1°" Only four persons 
in the Jewish community had attained these golden years ac­
cording to the 1860 census. These were Isaac Garritson 64, 
Michael Schwartz 54, Henry Harris 53, Jonas Heilbon 52. Al­
though Jacob Hyman was not listed in this census record, he 
too was a member of the Jewish senior citizens. Tombstone 
markings of birth in 1796 established Hyman's age as 64. 
Courtesy titles customarily preceded the first name of the person 
addressed. It was brother Sam, sister Anna, cousin Julia. Jewish 
family relationships were expressed in the traditional Jewish 
titles, bobba (grandmother), zeda (grandfather), tanta (aunt) 
and ankle (uncle) . 

The eternal cry, "the young generation is going to the dogs" 
was heard throughout the 1850's. Young folks were censured for 
idleness, thoughtlessness and restlessness.1°" Parental authority 
came under scrutiny as an accusing finger charged them with 
extravagant living as "tho gold and silver were to be picked up 
on the streets.'"10 Harper's Weekly wrote, "twenty years ago 
children were lucky if fifty cents was spent on toys . . . now 
five dollars will hardly purchase one of the tempting tops dis­
played in the windows.'"11 Boys were educated on the streets, 
the favorite rendezvous being Cedar and Summer Streets.112 

Chasing chickens and hogs, throwing pebbles from housetops 
at passerbys, flying kites, popping firecrackers in the streets and 
moving gates at Halloween were the favorite pastimes stamped 
as nuisances.11

• Parents were further criticized for permitting 
daughters to appear publicly unchaperoned."' 

Popular side walk games included hop scotch, I spy, rolling 
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hoops and roller skating.116 The small children sang and 
pantomimed "oats, peas, beans and barley grows."119 In the early 
half of the decade, children divided off into democrats and 
whigs. Children of a whig parent proudly sang, "Democrats eat 
rats and ride on cats.'"17 At election time they wore pins for 
their favorite candidate. Many were wearing small U.S. tags 
loyally pinned on breasts when President Lincoln called for 
troops .11

• Boys collected articles and stuffed their pockets for 
any possible trades with other friendly collectors. One boy's 
pocket revealed the following contents: sixteen marbles, one top, 
one oyster shell, two pieces brick, one doughnut, one piece of 
curry comb, corks, two broken knives, three buckles, a skate 
strap and a dog eared primer.110 Girls preferred china dolls, 
crayons, tapestry needlework and stitching mottoes. Mrs. Martin 
Sulzbacher taught her daughter Mary the art of sampler making, 
as she displayed her own handiwork completed in 1831.120 

A favorite haunt of children was Mr. Shyer's candy shop. For 
one cent one could purchase a slice of jujube paste or some 
balsam for chewing. The fancy drops or cocoanut kisses sold for 
fifteen cents a pound. 

It had been a golden era, the prosperous and fabulous fifties. 
The Jewish community, organized early in the decade by "five 
families and about eight young men," had shared and taken 
pride in the progress and growth of Nashville. For everyone 
there had been occasions of sorrow and joy, but the next four 
years were to demonstrate that the fifties had truly been a time 
to live and to laugh. 
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Heads of Jewish Families Living in Nashville Part 
or All of Decade 1851-18611 

Aaron, David 
Abrahams, Harris 
Abrahams, Samuel 
Abrahams, Morris 
Adler, B. 
Adyson, Marks 
Attelsohn, Marks 

Bamheim, F. W. • 
Bernstein, Moses 
Bloomstein, Jacob 
Bloomstein, Louis 
Bloomtall, David 
Blum, R. D. 
Brodie, Samuel 
Bumwald, Mire 

Citkovitch, Myer 
Cline, Nathan 
Cohen, Henry 
Cohen, Samuel 
Cohen, Samuel 
Cohn, Joseph 
Cohn, Louis 
Cohn, M. 
Cohn, Morris 
Cohn, Simon 
Coleman, S. H. or S. K. or S. R. 

Delisser, Alexander 

Ellis, Jacob 
Eisbach, David 
Eisbach, Max 
Emanuel, Joel 

Fisher, Isadore 
Flashman, Fred 
Flashman, Nathan 
Flashman, Phillip 
Frank, Isaac 

Frankland, Judah' 
Franklin, Jacob' 
Franklin, Elias 
Franklin, J. K. • 
Frestenburg, L. 
Fry, Joseph 
Fry, Louis 
Fry, Solomon 

Garritson, Isaac 
Glashauer, David 
Godhelp, Jacob" 
Godhelp, Sigmund" 
Goldberg, H. H. 
Goldberg, L. D. 
Goldstein, I. 
Green, Isaac 
Green, Samuel 
Grund, J. 

Hanf, Lewis or Louis 
Harris, Hal or Henry• 
Harris, Henry• 
Heilbon, Jonas 
Heims, Simeon 
Heller, E. 
Hillman, L. 
Hohenstein, Julius• 
Hyman, Jacob 

Isaacs, J. 
Iser, Alexander 

Jacobs, H. 
Jessel, B. A. 
Jessel, Henry 
Joseph, Isaac 
Joseph, Myer 

Klein, Alexander 
Klein, Bernard 
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Klein, M. 
Kirschbaum, Sam• 
Kocsiss, Alexander• 

Lande, Aaron 
Lande, Nathan 
Lauffer, S. 
Lesser, S. 
Levi, Marcus 
Levick, Samuel 
Levinski, Louis 
Levy, A. 
Levy, J. 
Levy, Joseph 
Levy, Lehning 
Levy,M. 
Levy, S. 
Levy,Z. 
Lewis, Leopold 
Lewis, Solomon• 
Lieberman, S. 
Lindheim, A. 
Lindoman, A. or L. 
Linderman, B. 
Lipshar, Myer 
Livingston, A. 
Livingston, H. 
Losminski, Julius 
Lusky, Morris or Nallacy 
Lusky, Myer 
Lusky, Sider 
Lyons, E. J. 
Lyons, Ben 
Lyons, Jacob 
Lyons, Lewis 
Lyons, Samuel 

Marcus, S. 
Marcusson, E. 
Margolius, Louis 
Marks, S. 
Marks, T. 
Markowiecz, F. 
Milius, Wm. 

Miller, August 
Mitchell, Jacob 
Morganstem, Louis or Morris 
Myers, Ben 
Myers, M. B. 

Nassauer, H. 
Nassauer, Louis 
Nathan, Sinai 
Newman, Jacob or A. 

Ochs, Julius 
Oppenheimer, A. B. 
Oppenheimer, Morris 

Peixadi, Argolis" 
Pincus, Isadore 
Powers, Louis 
Powers, Michael 
Powers, Sam 

Raphael, Samuel 
Rice, M. 
Rosenberg, M. 
Rosenthar, Nathan 
Rymarkiewiez, Joseph 

Sandie, Lewis 
Schiff, Gustavus 
Schlenker, Joseph 
Schlessinger, Henry 
Schwab, Abram 
Schwartz, Michael 
Shindler, C. 2 

Shyer, Michael 
Shyer, S. 
Sigman, Simon 
Sobel, D. L. 
Sobel, I. M. 
Sohn, Louis" 
Solomon, Jo 
Solomon, Joseph 
Solomon, Louis 
Solomon, Samuel 
Spitz, H. 
Stein, Isaac 
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Stein, Joseph 
Stein, Morris or Moses 
Steinfeld, Nathan 
Steinmeier, s.• 
Sulzbacher, Martin 
Swartzenberg, J. 

Swartzenberg, L. 

Weil, Isaac 
Weil, N. 
Weiner, Simon 
Winter, A. 
Wolf, Emanuel 

1. As accurate as possible. Differences appear in spelling. 

2. Identity as Jewish doubtful. 

3. Judah Frankland also spelled Franklin. 

4. Jacob and J. K. may be same person. 

5. Doubtful if here as early as 1861. 

6. One Hal or Henry Harris born in Germany; other Henry Harris born 
in Austria. 

7. Also spelled Solomon Louis. 

8. The author thinks Louis Sohn is same as Louis Cohn. 
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Officers of Congregation Mogen David 1853-1861 

1853-1854 1854-1855 1855-1856 
President - Henry Harris Henry Harris Abraham Shwab 
Vice President - E. Wolf M. Sulzbacher E. Wolf 
Secretary - L. Hillman Max Elsbach Louis Cohn 
Treasurer - Max Elsbach Henry Jessel S. Nathan 
Trustees - E. Franklin, A. Louis Hanf, E. Wolf, Wm. Milius, T. Marks, B. 

Lande, Louis M. Rice, E. Franklin Linderman, E. Franklin 
Cohn 

Warden or 
Ga bah - ? Isaac Garritson A. Lande 

Rabbi - Alexander Iser Alexander Iser Alexander Iser 
...... 1856-1857 1857-1858 1858-1859 "' ~ President - Henry Harris Henry Harris Henry Harris 

Vice President - ? E. Wolf E. Wolf 
Secretary - David Elsbach David Elsbach David Elsbach 
Treasurer - ? M. Sulzbacher S. Nathan 
Trustees - ? H . Cohn, S. H. Coleman, S. S. Louis, S. H. Coleman, M. 

Levy, L. Bloomstein Sulzbacher, R. D. Blum 
Warden or 

Ga bah - ? J. Bloomstein S. Levy 
Rabbi - Alexander Iser E. Marcusson E. Marcusson 

1859-1860 1860-1861 
President - Henry Harris L. Levi and Sinai Nathan both listed 
Secretary - David Elsbach David Elsbach 
Rabbi - Jonas Heilbon Jonas Heilbon 
Other officers unknown Unknown 
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17. E. Heller was listed in the 1850 census as clerk. A. Schwab 
was both clerk and fruit store owner in 1853 business directory. 
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23. Ibid., Aug. 1, 1860. 
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59. Ibid., Sept. 20, 1857. 
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pp. 19-20. 

66. First American National Bank, Firsts in Nashville, p. 13. 
67. Republican Banner (Nashville), May 31, 1856. 
68. Ibid., Feb. 15, 1860. 
69. Nashville Daily Gazette, Jan. 6, 1857; Feb. 21, 1857; Jan. 5, 

1860; Jan. 20, 1860; Nashville Daily American, Jan. 19, 1854; 
Nashville Union and American, Feb. 14, 1860. 

70. Bacon, op. cit., p. 11. 
71. Nashville Daily Gazette, Jan. 14, 1849. 
72. The religious affiliations of F. W. Barnheim, A. Hirsch.field and 

Abe Joseph, all jewelers, have not been established. 
73. Nashville Daily Gazette, May 7, 1858. 
74. Gerald W. Johnson, An Honorable Titan, p. 15. 
75. Nashville Daily Gazette, July 31, 1852. 
76. Population Schedule Free Inhabitants 1860. 
77. A. E. Frankland, "Fragments of History," American Jews' An­

nual 5650, p. 93. 
78. Edgar W. Martin, The Standard of Living in 1860, p. 223. 
79. Ruth Irene Jones, "Hot Springs: Ante-Bellum Watering Place," 

Arkansas Historical Quarterly, Vol. XIV, pp. 19,21, 1955. 
80. The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. II, p. 113; Frankland, op. cit., 

pp. 95-96. Mr. Frankland in a comment on the Jews of Arkansas 
wrote that Jacob Mitchell was involved for many years in 

149 



litigation with the U.S. government over ownership of Hot 
Springs which was finally awarded t-o the government to the 
"disappointment of the Mitchell family." 

81. Nashville Union and American, Mar. 9, 1856. 
82. Nashville Daily Gazette, Jan. 3, 1861; W. W. Clayton, History 

of Davidson County, p. 279. 
83. Republican Banner (Nashville) April 5, 1861. 
84. Nashville Daily Gazette, Jan. 15, 1854. 
85. Ibid., Jan. 2, 1861. 
86. Benjamin, op. cit., p. 98. 
87. Nashville Union and American, July 24, 1856. 
88. Republican Banner (Nashville), Dec. 24, 1859. 
89. Michael Kraus, The United States to 1865, p. 463. 
90. Ibid. 
91. Nashville Daily Gazette, Jan. 14, 1855. 
92. Ibid., Sept. 29, 1857. 
93. Philip Sheldon Foner, Business and Slavery; the New York 

Merchants and the Irrepressible Confl,ict, p. 144. 
94. Nashville Daily Gazette, Oct. 30, 1857. 
95. Republican Banner (Nashville), Oct. 7, 1860. 
96. Nashville Union and American, March 7, 1860. 
97. Disher, op. cit., p. 96. 
98. Republican Banner (Nashville) April 3, 1861. 
99. Davidson County Chancery Court Minutes, Book I 1860 to 

Book L 1866. 

Notes to Chapter V 

A Time to Speak 

1. Mr. Jacob Isaacs a member of the U.S. Congress from Ten­
nessee about 1830 was listed in the Universal Jewish Ency­
clopedia, Vol. X, p. 198 as a Jew. There is no verification for 
this statement, Mr. Isaacs was probably of Penn-Dutch Protes­
tant descent. 

2. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Statistical View of the United States; 
Being a Compendium of the Seventh Census, pp. 397, 399. The 
population of Nashville in 1850 was 10,165-of these there were 
511 free blocks and 2,028 slaves, of the 948 of foreign birth, 208 
were Germans. 

3. The author has established by means of census records of 1850, 
deeds to property, death records and circuit and criminals 
court records the following as citizens in 1850-1. H. Goldstein, 
native of North Carolina, Isaac Joseph, native of South Carolina, 
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Louis Hanf, Henry Harris, I. Garritson, Louis Powers, Michael 
Powers and M. Rice. Although Jacob Mitchell arrived in Arkan­
sas in 1830's and M. Sulzbacher's arrived in Cincinnati about 
1840 they can not be traced as Nashville residents until 1851. 
Status of E. Wolf is also unknown. 

4. The author has established dates of citizenship for the following 
in the 1850-60 decade: 
Aaron, David, 1858, Circuit Court Minutes, Book W, p. 403. 
Bloomstein, Louis, 1858, Criminal Court Minute Book F, p. 330. 
Citkovitch, Myer, 1857, Criminal Court Minute Book E, p. 57. 
Cline, Nathan, 1857, Criminal Court Minute Book Book E, p. 

532. 
Cohn, Louis, 1855, Circuit Court Minute Book Book V, p. 209. 
Ellis, Jacob, 1860, Circuit Court Minute Book X, p. 57. 
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Franklin, E., 1852, Circuit Court Minute Book T, p. 17. 
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6. Mary E. R. Campbell, Tennessee and the Union 1847-1860, 
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speeches in anticipation of the free barbecue. 
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9. Ibid. July 6, 1860. 
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13. Nashville Union and American, June 16, 1855; Aug. 4, 1859. 
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were final. 

14. Republican Banner (Nashville), Nov. 6, 1860. 
15. Statistical View of Seventh Census, pp. 156-157; Campbell, 

op. cit., p. 8. 
16. The Nashville dailies were Nashville Daily Gazette, Nashville 

News, Nashville Patriot, Nashville Union and American, and 
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17. Tennessee House Journal 1853, pp. 176-177, cited in Robert H. 
White, Messages of the Governors of Tennessee 1845-1857, Vol. 
IV, p. 604. 

18. Nashville Union and American, April 28, 1855; June 16, 1855; 
July 21, 1855. This democratic paper supported Andrew John­
son and branded Philip S. White, a lecturing temperance worker, 
as a member of the Know Nothing party. 

19. J. J. Peres, Rev., "Temperance Among Israelites," The Occident, 
Vol. XVII, pp. 63-64, 1859. 

20. White, op. cit., Vol. V, p. 175. 
21. Ibid., p. 174. 
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22. Nashville Minutes of Board of Aldermen 1854-1857, p. 302. 
The value of taxable slaves was $1,200,410. 

23. Ibid., 1857-1860, pp. 17,23. 
24. Ibid., p. 63. 
25. Campbell, op. cit., p. 63. 
26. Annual Report of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery So­

ciety, pp. 114-115 cited in Bertram W. Korn, American Jewry 
and the Civil War, p. 15. 

27. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population Schedule of Slave In­
habitants 1860. The following were owners of slaves. 

Owner Number Age Sex Color 
S. Nathan 1 32 F Black 
Martin Sulzbacher 1 50 F Black 
Simon Cohn 1 36 F Mulatto 
M. B. Myers 1 35 F Black 
Alexander Iser 1 50 F Black 
Louis Powers 1 42 F Black 
Ben Lyons 1 18 M Black 

28. Republican Banner (Nashville), Nov. 1, 1861. 
29. Nashville Daily Gazette, Oct. 13, 1860. This paper declared 

itself to be a neutral paper and warned that sectional madmen 
were throwing the country into war. 

30. Nashville Union and American, Oct. 23, 1860; Nov. 1, 1860. 
31. Republican Banner (Nashville), Oct. 14, 1860. 
32. Ibid. Oct. 12, 1860. 
33. Constantine Belissary, Tennessee and Immigration 1865-1880, 

pp. 162, 163. 
34. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population of the United States in 

1860, pp. 466, 467, 468, 470. Population Tennessee, whites 
826,782, free black 7,300, slave 275,719, total 1,109,801-white 
native 805,556, foreign 21,226. Population Davidson County, 
white 31,056, free black 1,205, slave 14,790, total 47,055 white 
native 26,674, foreign 4,382 white & 4 black. Population Nash­
ville 13,043 white, 719 free black, 3,226 slave total 16,988. 

35. Mary de Lourdes Gohrmann, sister, Political Nativism in Ten­
nessee to 1860, p. 93. 

36. Robert Loren Hargis, The Know Nothing Party in Tennessee, p. 
5. 

37. Nashville Daily Gazette, Sept. 20, 1854. 
38. Ibid. July 6, 1854. 
39. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population Schedule Free Inhabitants 

1850. 
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40. Davidson County election returns showed majority votes for 
Whig or American party. Nominees for governor in 1849, 1851, 
1853, 1855, 1857. The county also had majority returns for 
Whig presidential nominee Scott in 1852 and American or 
Know Nothing nominee Fillmore in 1856. 

41. Gower and Allen, op. cit ., p. 338 Randal McGavock wrote in 
his diary that Know Nothing thoroughly organized and num­
bered some of best and oldest democrats of the country. 

42. Philip M. Hamer (ed.) Tennessee-A History, vol. 1, p. 496, 
The democrats expecting to win had not attended the polls. 

43. Nashville Daily Gazette, Sept. 19, 1854. The Turnverein did 
not appear on the local scene until later, one was chartered 
Oct. 24, 1865-Tenn. Laws, Statutes, etc., Acts of General As­
sembly 1865-66, ch. 3, sec. 1 p . 99. 

44. Nashville Union and American, Sept. 24, 1854, Jan. 7, 1855, 
April 22, 1855, May 5, 1855, May 23, 1855. This paper de­
clared no more foreigners or Catholics in country now than 
when declaration of independence was signed, "Americans were 
once all foreigners." 

45. Tenn. Governor, Messages of the Governors of Tennessee by 
Robert H. White, Vol. IV, p . 616. 

46. Ibid. p. 626. 
47. Nashville Union and American, May 3, 1855. 
48. Nashville Patriot, July 26, 1856. 
49. Nashville Union and American, July 30, 1856. 
50. Nashville Patriot, July 31, 1856. 
51. Nashville Union and American, July 31, 1856. 
52. Nashville Daily Gazette, July 31, 1856. 
53. The Israelite, Vol. 3, No. 8, p. 62. 

Notes to Chapter VI 
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1. W. K. Bowling M.D., An Oration Pronounced Upon the Oc­
casion of the Laying of the Cornerstone of the Nashville High 
School, p. 8. 

2. Edgar W. Martin, The Standard of Living in 1860, p. 297. 
3. Herbert Henry Todd, The History of Educational Legislation in 

Tennessee to 1860, p. 24. 
4. Harold E. Ward, Academy Education in Tennessee Prior to 

1861, pp. 4,6. 
5. Robert Hiram White, Development of the Tennessee Educa­

tional Organization 1796-1929, pp. 39-77. 
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No provisions had been made for school lands when Tennes­
see became a state. The first legislation between Federal govern­
ment, North Carolina and Tennessee in 1806 did not include 
the older settled areas. School legislation to provide sufficient 
funds was not enacted until regime of Andrew Johnson in 1854. 

6. R. C. Hawkins, "Old Resident Describes Nashville Business 
Section of Civil War Days," Na.shviUe Banner, May 20, 1928. 

Mr. Hawkins, born in Nashville in 1845, attended a private 
school at Central Baptist Church, 633 Cherry Street and com­
mented that boys from Central would call after boys who 
attended the free Trimble School, "Hey you trundle-bed trash." 
This always provoked a fight. 

7. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Statistical View of the United States; 
Being a compendium of the Seventh census, p. 303. 

There were only 1208 pupils in public schools in Davidson 
county in 1850. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census of 
the United States, 1850, p. 579, states Davidson County had 29 
private schools, academies and colleges and 6337 pupils. Na.sh­
ville Whig, July 11, 1821 advertised first common school in 
Nashville which opened September 11, 1821, conducted by 
Mr. Joseph Herron who taught reading, writing, English, gram­
mar, bookkeeping, geography, $3 tuition. 

8. Na.shville, Revised Laws of City 1806-1855, Vol. II, p. 172. 
9. Alfred Hume, Report on the Subject of Public Schools in the 

city of Na.shville made to Board of Mayor and Aldermen; J. 
Emerick Nagy Collection, Box 32, Minute Books af Board of 
Education, p. 1. A board of education was permanently or­
ganized in Fall of 1854. Joshua Pearl of Memphis was elected 
Superintendent of schools at an annual salary of $2500. 

10. The seventh and eighth census records indicate ages and birth­
places of these children. A Matilda Harris was listed as a 
student in the primary department of Nashville Ladies College 
in 1854. No proof can be established that this Matilda was a 
daughter of Henry and Esther Harris, Jewish residents of 
Nashville. 

11. Nashville Board of Education, First Report of the Board of Edu­
cation and Superintendent of Schools of Na.shville, p. 6. 

12. Ibid. 
13. Third Report of Board of Education and Superintendent of 

Schools, p. 7. There are many discrepancies in figures for 
the number of pupils in 1860. Na.shville City and Business 
Directory 1860, says 2000 pupils; Republican Banner, October 
16, 1860 lists 1640; Na.shville Patriot, January 27, 1860 claims 
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1892. There are also discrepancies in names of schools. Nagy, 
op. cit., pp. 143-145 fails to name the rented room at Primitive 
Baptist church also called Hard Side Baptist School. 

14. All of these children appeared in the 1860 census for Nashville­
none were in 1850 census. 

15. G. W. Hubbard, A History of the Colored Schools of Nashville, 
Tennessee, p. 4. 

16. Nashville Board of Education, Rules for the Government of the 
Free Schools of the City of Nashville, pp. 1-7. This pamphlet 
names subjects to be taught in all departments. 

17. Nagy, op. cit., pp. 72-73; Nashville Union and AmericBn, Jan. 
18, 1857; Nashville Patriot, May 2, 1857. 

18. Nashville Patriot, Feb. 10, 1857. 
19. William Mulkey, The Orthographical Spelling Book, pp. 9-10. 
20. Nashville Patriot, Feb. 23, 1857. 
21. Edgar W. Knight, Public Education in the South, p. 290. 
22. Nagy, op. cit., p . 46. 
23. Nashville Patriot, August 28, 1858. Eighty-one boys and eighty 

girls suspended for irregular attendance, two boys suspended for 
truancy, one girl for obstinancy, six girls for marriage. 

24. S. W. Bransford, "A letter to Editor," Nashville Banner, Nov. 
18, 1931. Mr. Bransford was a student in first city public school. 

25. I. J. Benjamin, Three Years in America, Vol. I, p . 86. 
26. John C. Cooke, "Memories of Days of Long Ago Recalled," 

Nashville Banner, September 6, 1931. There were 137 more 
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91, sec. 15, p. 144, Jan. 24, 1848. 
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36. Catalogue of the University of Nashville 1859-1860, p. 16. 
37. Nashville Patriot, Sept. 7, 1859; Francis Garvin Davenport, 

Cultural Life in Nashville 1850-1860, pp. 51-61. Mr. Davenport 
has an excellent account of University of Nashville. Students 
in the literary department were given permission to have fire­
arms and attendance of servants. Board was available for all 
students at three to four dollars a week. 
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38. Nashville Union and American, Jan. 26, 1859. An advertisement 
announced Mr. Dolbear as a teacher of writing. The three 
commercial colleges were Southern Commercial, Camey's and 
Nashville Commercial College which also taught surveying, 
engineering and architectural drawing. 

39. Nashville Whig, Dec. 6, 1842. 
40. Martin, op. cit., p. 330. 
41. Nashville Patriot, Sept. 14, 1859. A reprint. 
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43. Nashville Daily American, Jan. 8, 1852. 
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45. Nashville Union and American, March 13, 1855. 
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119 
LeJeune, Bernard, 34 
Lenz, Mr., 20 
Lesser, S., 135, 147 
Levi, Alexander, 138 
Levi, Eleazer, 138 
Levi, Henry, 138 
Levi, Jacob, 138 
Levi, M. & Co., 147 
Levi, Marcus, 135 
Levick,Eva, 35,108 
Levick, Rachael, 35, 108 
Levick, Samuel, 35, 45, 59, 135, 163 
Levinski, Louis, 76, 135 
Levy, A., 135 
Levy, Amelia, 125 
Levy, Anna,30,98 
Levy,Bertha,25,46,99 
Levy, Betsy, 138 
Levy, D., 144 
Levy, G. L., 33 
Levy, Henry, 17, 138 
Levy, Isaac, 98 
Levy, Isaac (of Ga.), 33 
Levy, J., 135, 147 
Levy, Jacob, 43 
Levy, James, 17, 138 
Levy, Joseph, 30, 135, 147 
Levy, Lehning, 135 
Levy, Marx, 43 
Levy, M., 135 
Levy, Polly, n 138 
Levy, Raphael, 108 
Levy, S., 30, 32, 135, 137, 147 
Levy, S. (Dr.), 77 
Levy, Sol, 108 
Levy, Thomas, 17, 138 
Levy, William, 17, 138 
Levy, Z., 24, 28, 121, 135, 140 
Lewis, Aaron, 97 
Lewis, Fannie, 97 
Lewis, Leopold, 135, 151 
Lewis, Mary, 32, 46, 97 
Lewis, Samuel, 43 
Lewis, Solomon, 32, 135, 137, 142, 

147, 151 

Libraries: private, 104; subscription, 
103 

Lieberman, Moses, 43 
Lieberman, S., 43, 47, 135 
Lincoln, Abe, 94, 133 
Lind, Jenny, 107 
Linderman, B., 137 
Lindheim, A., 135, 147 
Lindoman, A. or L., 55, 135 
Lipman, Sarah, 46 
Lipshar, M., 135, 146 
Lipshar, Priscilla, 28 
Literature, 104 
Liverpool, 27, 32 
Livestock traders, 63 
Livingston, A., 32, 135 
Livingston, H., 35, 135, 147 
Livingston, Jane, 35 
Livingston, Louis, 33, 35 
Livingston, Marcus, 33 
Loeb, J., 48 
Logan, Eliza, 108 
Loisseau, Joseph, 127 
Losminski, Julius, 76, 135 
Lotteries, 116, 117 
Louis, (see Lewis) 
Louisville, 35, 43 
Lusky, Bertha, 47 
Lusky, M., 147 
Lusky, Morris, 135, 148 
Lusky, Myer, 64, 128, 135, 146, 163 
Lusky, Sider, 135 
Lyons, Benjamin, 47, 64, 79, 109, 

117, 119, 135, 153, 160 
Lyons & Co., 64, 74, 78, 79 
Lyons, E . J., 21, 135 
Lyons, Jacob, 46, 64, 109, 117, 135 
Lyons, Jacques Judah, 21 
Lyons, J. T., 84 
Lyons, Judah Eleazer, 21 
Lyons, Lewis, 64,79, 80, 135 
Lyons, Mary Asser Levy, 21 
Lyons, Robert, 48 
Lyons, Samuel, 46, 64, 135 

MacGavock, Randal W., 46, 118, 
159 

Magazines and periodicals, 106 
Mann, J., 48 
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Manufacturing, 7 4, 78 
Marcus, S., 75, 77, 135 
Marcusson, E ., 43, 44, 135, 137 
Marenson, E., 42 
Marburg, M., 145 
Margolins, S., 47 
Margolius, Louis, 135, 151 
Markowiecz, F., 135 
Marks, S., 22, 40, 135 
Marks, T., 135, 137 
Marling, John, 131 
Marriages, 46, 115 
Martin, S., 22 
Masonic order, 117 
Masonic Hall, 107, 118, 120 
Mazuza, 46 
Medicines, 76, 77, 78, 130 
Mechanics Institute, 73 
Memphis, 21, 37, 144 
Menken, Adah, 50, 108, 146, 158 
Metz & Nathan, 147 
Michaux, F., 35 
Milius, William, 57, 135, 137 
Miluis & Wolf, 57, 147 
Miller, August, 135 
Minstrels, 107 
Misdemeanors, 131 
Mississippi River, 33, 36 
Mitchell, Jacob, 22, 39, 40, 76, 129, 

135, 138, 144, 150, 151, 163 
Mogen David, 41 
Mordecai, 17 
Morganstern, Louis, 35, 135 
Mortara, Edgar, 49 
Moses, 17 
Mulkey, William, 98 
Murdoch, James, 108, 158 
Music and Musicales, 100, 107, 110 
Myer, H., 147 
Myers, Benjamin, 19, 34, 57 
Myers, Ben, 119, 135, 147 
Myers, Esther, 34 
Myers, Rannalli Hays, 19 
Myers, M. B., 113, 135, 139, 153 
Myers, Sarah, 19, 139 
Myers & Hunt, 57, 74 

Nashville Business area, 58, 59 
Nashville convention, 82 

Nashville government, 84 
Nashville population, 15, 23, 150, 

153 
Nashville, University of, 100, 156 
Nassauer Brothers, 24, 28 
Nassauer, H., 135 
Nassauer, Lab, 129, 163 
Nassauer, Louis, 135 
Nathan, Henry, 22, 139 
Nathan, Sinai, 22, 40, 46, 115, 117, 

135, 137, 139, 144, 151, 153, 163 
Natchez, Miss., 25 
Natchez Trace, 36 
Negro education, 97 
Newman, Jacob or A., 135 
New Orleans, 20, 32, 37 
Newspapers: influence, 61, 83, 85, 

91, 105; numbers, 83, 85, 152 
New York, 15, 30, 31, 32 
North Carolina, 16 

Ocean Travel, 29, 30 
Occident and Jewish Advocate, 40, 

48, 106 
Ochs, Julius, 22, 25, 29, 46, 75, 

99, 135 
Odd Fellows, 117 
Ohio River, 33, 36 
Olmsted, Frederick, 60 
Omnibus service, 119 
Opera, 107, 158 
Oppenheimer, A. B., 29, 40, 135, 

144, 164 
Oppenheimer, M., 29, 40, 135 

Panics, 79 
Panoramas, 102 
Passover or Pesach, 113 
Peake Family, 107 
Peddlers and Peddling, 54 
Peixadi, Argolis, 135, 146 
Peres, J. J., 86 
Periodicals, 48 
Pincus, Isaac or Isadore, 135, 147 
Poindexter, George, 131 
Poland, 24 
Political Parties: 87, 88, 90; Demo­

ocratic, 89, 154; Know Nothing, 
89, 93, 154; Republican, 89 

Politics, 88, 91, 152, 154 

182 



Pollock, Samuel, 20 
Population: figures, 15, 23, 82, 89, 

129, 132, 138, 150, 153; studies, 
16, 23 

Portugal, 15 
Postoffice, 119 
Powers, Bernard, 96 
Powers, Henry, 43 
Powers, Louis, 28, 35, 40, 45, 56, 

135, 147, 151, 164 
Powers, Michael, 22, 28, 35, 39, 57, 

115, 128, 135, 138, 144, 147, 151 
Powers, Mrs. Michael, 34, 113 
Powers, Morris, 96, 100 
Powers, Moses, 35 
Powers, Sam, 28, 45, 57, 135, 147 
Powers, Mrs. Sam, 34, 113, 125 
Protestant Orphanage, 109 
Public Square, 58, 63 
Purchasing Agents, 61 
Purim, 113 
Rabbis, 42, 46, 48 
Railroads, 36, 143 
Raphael, Samuel, 87, 135 
Recreation, 114 
Redelsheimer Family, 157 
Refrigeration, 123 
Reinach, H., 144 
Religious schools, 44, 145 
Residences, 120-121 
Resorts, 115-116 
Rice, Dan, 108 
Rice, M., 35, 40, 135, 137, 144, 

147, 151 
Rice, Mr., 131 
Richmond, 21 
Rivers, Jacob, 18, 19 
River Travel, 33 
Robertson Dramatic Club, 109 
Rosenberg, M., 135, 146 
Rosendrah, Z., 20 
Rosenfeld, Alb, 44, 145 
Rosenthar, Nathan, 121, 135, 147 
Rosh Ha Shonah, 39, 112 
Ruf, Joseph, 147 
Russia, 24 
Rymarkiewiecz, Joseph, 135, 148 

Sabbath,45,83, 113 

St. Louis, 34 
Saint Patrick Day, 113 
Saloons, 64 
Sandec, Julius, 144 
Sandle, Lewis, 135, 147 
San Francisco Gleaner, 48 
Sayers, Theresa, 46 
Schill, Caroline, 46 
Schill, Gustavus, 77, 99, 117, 135 
Schlenker, Joseph, 135, 151 
Schlessinger, Henry or H., 101, 135, 

147 
Schools: public, 75, 95, 155; private, 

95, 100; religious, 145; curricu­
lum, 97, 98; rules, 98, 156; num­
bers, 155 

Schwab, Abraham, 22, 135, 137, 147 
Schwartz, Bertha, 47 
Schwartz, Jacob, 43 
Schwartz, Mary, 31 
Schwartz, Michael, 30, 32, 121, 132, 

135, 147 
Schwartz, Pauline, 30 
Schwartz, Rebecca, 31 
Schwartz, Rosie, 31 
Servants, 128, 163 
Sewing Machine, 55, 125 
Shay, Timothy Arthur, 85 
Shelby Medical College, 101 
Shepard, W. B., 90 
Shevuos, 113 
Shindler, C. , 135, 148 
Ships (see ocean travel) 
Shoemakers and shoemaking, 62, 63 
Shor, H., 147 
Shyer, Charles, 43 
Shyer, Michael, 64, 121, 135 
Shyer, Nathan, 43 
Shyer, Sam, 121, 135, 151, 163 
Shyer, Sophia, 47 
Shymanski, A., 19 
Sigman, Simon, 135, 148 
Simons, Moses, 144 
Sinai, The, 48 
Slaves and slavery, 86, 87, 128, 153 
Smith, J. Gray, 73 
Smolnikar, Andrew, 20 
Sobel, David, 31, 75, 135 
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Sobel, I. M., 31, 75, 135, 151, 163 
Sobel, Leonard, 98 
Sobel, Yette, 31 
Society for Ameliorating of Jews, 

49 
Sohn, Louis, 26, 40, 41, 135, 144 
Solomon, Joseph, 135, 147 
Solomon, Louis, 47, 135, 148, 163 
Solomon, Samuel, 135 
Solomons, 17 
Solzberger, H., 147 
South Carolina, 15, 90 
Spitz, Caroline Phillips, 33 
Spitz, Henry, 33, 45, 64, 135 
States Rights, 88 
Steadman, E., 74 
Stein, Barbara, 129, 163 
Stein, Isaac, 24, 58, 115, 122, 135, 

140, 147, 148, 161, 163 
Stein, Joseph, 47, 129, 136, 163 
Stein, Joseph (child), 58 
Stein, Morris or Moses, 136 
Stein, Rosalie, 122 
Stein, Sophia, 46 
Steinfeld, Nathan, 136, 149 
Steinmeier, S., 62, 136 
Stow~ Harriett Beecher, 85 
Strous, Joseph, 144 
Streets: cleanliness, 130, 164; brawls, 

131 
Stuyvesant, Peter, 46 
Succos, 112 
Sulzbacher, Dorothy, 34, 47, 133, 

164 
Sulzbacher, Henry, 34 
Sulzbacher, Martin, 34, 40, 56, 58, 

79, 92, 93, 119, 136, 137, 140, 
144, 147, 148, 151, 153 

Sulzbacher, Marx, 34 
Sulzbacher, Mary, 96, 133 
Sulzbacher, M. Charles, 96 
Sunday, 114 
Swartzenberg, J., 37, 75, 136 
Swartzenberg, L., 75, 136 
Swindlers, 31 
Swiss Bell Ringers, 107 
Switzerland, 49 

Synagogue, 45, 115 
Taffy pulls, 114 
Tailors and tailoring, 56, 147 
Taylor, Zachary, 128 
Teachers and teaching, 75, 100 
Temperance, 85 
Tennessee Historical Society, 102, 

104 
Tennessee population, 16, 153 
Tennessee State Capitol, 102, 120 
Tennessee State Fair, 73, 111 
Tennessee State Library, 104 
Tennessee wealth, 53, 86 
Thompson, Mrs. M. E. sewing 

school, 100 
Thornwell, Emily, 124 
Tobacco trade, 64, 65, 149 
Trappers and Traders, 16 
Trimble School, 97 
Turnverein, 90, 118, 154, 160 
Ullman, Louis, 78 
Variety shows, 107 
Vincent, Madam Julia, 100 
Visiting, 114, 159 

Wakrova, 27 
Walker, John, 144 
Walker, William, 84 
Wallman, Bernard, 20, 147 
Water supply, 129 
Weber, Henry, 100 
Weil, N., 136 
Weil, S., 48, 145 
Weill, Isaac, 131, 136 
Weiner, Simon, 136 
Wise, Isaac M., 38, 48, 49, 93 
Winter, A., 136 
Wolf, E., 22, 40, 41, 48, 117, 136, 

137, 144, 151 
Women, 78,84, 105, 125, 127 
Wiirttemberg, 24 

Yorn Kippur, 39, 112 
Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent 

Society, 47 

Zadock, Mr., 20 
Zollicoffer, Felix K., 131 
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