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INTRODUCTION 

French Jews felt, with reason, lihe their compatriots 
of the various Christian sects, that they ought to 
attract the attention of memb•ers of their faith from 
other lands to the monuments, museums, libraries and 
other places of interest relative to their history in 
various parts of Franoe. 

Established on French soil since the advent of the 
Romans, they had never been very numerous. Yet, 
since thie beginning of the XIXth Century, they 
figured largely in French affairs, setting an example 
for Jews throughout the world ; France was thie first 
country to give Jews equal rights of citizenship. 

After a period of preparation rnarhed by the Royal 
Edict of January , 1784, followed on July wth of the 
same year by a special charter, and in 1788 by the 
efforts of Malesherb·es, the principle of equal rights 
for Jews in France "<MS established on November 13, 
1791, as a result of th·e decree adopt·ed on September 
27th of that year by the Assemblee Constituant1e. This 
decree may be considered as one of th1e greatest acts 
of humanitarian p·rogress accomplished by the French 
Rev'Olution, and among those who iheserve 
everlasting fame in this regard are CLERMONT- TON­

NERRE, MIRABEAU, and abo1•e all Abbe GREGOIRE. 

The principal conditions under which this act or 
equality was to be applied were defined by the 
Assembly of Notab les in 1806, and solemnly agreed 
to by the Grand Sanhedrin of 1807, the first and only 
body of this hind brought together since the. dispersion 
of the Jewish nation . The decisions of th-is illustrious 
tribunal have ever since been f aithfullv respected by 
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the Grand Rabbis of Francie and the Central Consistory, 
<.?.>' they are part and parcel of t he rel-igious charter 
granted to French Jews, a charter w hich, to the honor 
of Franoe, has never be·en contesfJed. This should be of 
gi·eat interest to Jewish communities throughout the 
world. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, who followed in the steps of 
t he Friencli R evolution, wittily remarhed, w hen his 
attention was called to the famous phrase read by Jews 
all ov·er the ·world at Passover, « Next year in 
Jerusalem >>, « I want them to find Jerusalem in 
France » (r). B y this, he did not mean to turn 
Jewish th'ought from the temple of Solomon nor to 
substitute France for Palestine . It 7.Vas tnerely his 
desire that all ]e7i!S established on the soil of F rance 
sh'ould be united by the same language, the same 
traditions, and the same habits as their fellow-citizens 
of otfoer sects . Thus they have become French in "the 
full sense of the word ; and the worh so fa ·r realised 
has not been in vain. 

P . R. ROLAND-MARCEL. 

(I) Archives J s ra~lites 184 1. page 140. 
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DECISIONS DOCTRINALES 

DU 

GRAND SANHEDRIN 
~u1 s'£ST TENu A PAnis AU 11101s o'Ao . .;n PRE,11£1\ , 

L ' _. N DE LA CxiATtON 5567 ( Fevrier 1807 ) , 

SOUS LES AUSPICES 

nE 

NAPOLEON-LE - GRAND, 
.Avec fa tr:idu ction litlernle du texte Frnn~ais en H ebreu. 

PARIS, 
l?v!PnIMERIJ:: IlEDRA"iQU E , FRANCAISE ET DE LANGUES ORIENTALES 

DE L.-P. SET!ER FILS , 
lMl'RD!EUR DU CONS ISTO!RE CEi'\1'!\AL DES ISl\.6.EL!TES, 

----------. . 

F ac-simile of the title-page of the records of the Grand Sanhedrin. 
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Monument to the French Jews who died for F ranee, by Hann aux. 
Onner courtyard ot the Main Synagogue, 44, rue de la Victoire, Paris). 
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A Brief History of Jews in France 

It was at the t ime of the R oman invasion that the 
first Jews came to Gaul. T hey are not mentioned in 
any documents p rior to th e IV th Cenury. I t is, 
however , qui te certain tha t they had settl ed a t an 
ea rl ier period in the Southern part of the coun try, 
particul a rl y at Marseil les and Lyon. T hey advanced 
with the Roman Legions, following natural paths of 
penet ration, a nd establi shed themselves at the most 
important strategic points , wh ich were often t he 
ma in commercial centers . T he fact that, by the 
VIth and V II th Centuries, they had spread widely 
t h roug h the country, places t heir arrival at a m uch 
ea rl ier date. 

T hese Gallo-Roman Jews, a nd those of th e 
Meroving ian period were undi sting uisha ble from their 
Christian contemporaries a nd other inhabi tants, but 
for their re li g ion· Many we re fa rmers, civil servan ts 
and merchants. T ogether wi th the so-call ed Syrian 
me rcha nts, they helped main tain the economic life of 
R oman civ ili zation long after the Fall of the R oma n 
Empire, a nd a lso Med iterranean commerce. They 
imported Orien ta l objects , and helped to distribu te 
si lk , pa pyrus and elates in the northern p rovinces. 
They a lso suppli ed Occidental countries with 
pha rmaceut ical p roducts, taug ht their use, and 
p ractised medicine. During the Caroling ian period, 
when Islam occupi ed pa rt of the Medi ter ranean shore; 
interna ti onal t rade between the Orient and the Occident 
decreased , and was k ept a live only by a few Jewish 
mercha nts. I saac, the Jews who was sent by 
Cha rl emagne to the Court of Calif H aroun-a l­
R aschid , was one of them. 

During the Middle Ages , feuda lism gave Jews a 
new s tatus Ill F rance in ma tters of relig ion, and 
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considered them generally as a li ens , with the uncertain 
standing which thi s term implied . In the South of 
France, they enjoyed a large measure of independence, 
an d in certain localiti es even held municipal posts. In 
the North , they were more and more under the 
jurisdiction of the king, who alone had control over 
them. 

At that time, Jews 'vcre most successful m 
commercia l pursuits. T he XIIIth Century marks the 
great period of Jewish trade in France. One can 
judge of its importa nce by the number of Jews in 
va rious regions of France. They not only resided ;n 
the la rger towns, but also in villages all through 
the provinces. This in itself shows that they lived in 
close contact with the Christi an population and shared 
the life of the com muniti es in which they resided. 

From the XVth Century on , the role played by Jews 
decreased in importance. Many of their communities, 
particularly in the Northern provinces, disappeared. 
This regression has, as a rule, been ascribed to 
persecution, but this explanation is not enti rely 
accurate. The diminution in the number of Jews in 
France may be att ributed to the economic conditions 
then prevailing in the country, particul a rly following 
the Hundred Years' \Va r, a nd to the competition of 
Lombardy merchants. 

New Jewish groups establi shed themselves in France 
during the XVIth Century. Jews reconstituted 
commun1t1 es in Alsace, where their number grew 
steadily during the XVIIth and XVIIIth Centuries. 
Families from the Rhineland obtained permi ssion to 
res ide in Metz, and thi s community g rew gradually. 
It spread throug h various v illages in the lowlands, and 
their organ ization was seldom surpassed by any other 
Jewish communiti es ; thi s was largely due to the fact 
that tolerance could be obtained for a nominal sum. 
From Alsace and Metz, the Jewish communities spread 
to Lorraine. Meanwhile, Spanish and Portuguese 
Jews, driven from their own la nds, settled in the 
South \Vest, principally at Bordeaux and Bayonne, 
where certain privileges were granted them. Subse­
quently, they spread into Lang uedoc and to various 
ports .such as La Rochelle, Nantes and Rouen. 
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These groups , toge ther with Avignon J ews (who, 
for generat ions, had remained in their province), as 
well as those res iding at Nice, were the only 
commun1t1es in France. There were a few Jews 
in Paris, but that community did not really begin to 
grow until the XVIIIth Century. 

Jewish commercial activities were outstanding at 
Bordeaux and Metz. At Bordeaux, the J ews took an 
active part in the development of the maritime 
commerce which was responsible for the prosperity 
of the city. At Metz, a number of the J ewish 
inhab itants furni shed military supplies and \.Vere 
importers of horses , cattl e and grain. Many Jewish 
famili es were a lso active in the economic life of Alsace, 
a nd , throughout the country, Jewish merchants 
travell ed constantly, freq uenting the big fa irs and 
ma i-kets which then played an all-importan t role in the 
distribution of merchandise. 

As far as the legal status of J ews is concerned , thi s 
matter, never clearly defined under the old regime, was 
d efi nitely settled by the Assemblee Constituante which, 
by its decree of September 27th , I 791, granted 
c iti zenship to all J ews residing in France, dating from 

· November 13th of the same year. In F ebruary, 1807, 
the Grand Sanhedrin met in Paris under the a uspices 
of Napoleon I- The meetings took place in the Saint­
J ean Chapel, then part of the Hotel-de-Ville, a nd since 
d estroyed. The decisions of the Grand Sanhedrin 
purported to concilia te religious laws with civil duties. 
These dates a re most important in the history of French 
Judaism, as well as in that of Judaism throughout the 
wo rld. The equa l rig hts extended to Jews in France 
served as an example, and gradually caused other 
countri es to extend simila r rights. 

In 1808, the Jewish religion was offi cially recognized 
by the Government. It was again France that led the 
way, and, fo r the first time, Juda.ism was placed on the 
same level as the Chri stian cults . 

It was a lso in France, in 1831, that, for the first time, 
R abbis were placed on the State payroll. 

The effects of these measures were not limited to 
French J ew;;, and spread th roughout the world . This 

- 9 -.. 



was clue to the fact that, havi ng become citizens, 
French Jews were able to live like other Frenchmen, 
according to the traditions of the country. But the 
legal measures takc::i during th e R evolution , and the 
efiorts of the J ews themselves would have been vain, 
ha d th ~ French nation not welcomed these new 
citi ze ns . 

Because of the events just retraced, and because of 
the liberali sm of the French nation, it may justly be 
said that Frenc h Jews are not the only ones who owe a 
debt of gratitude to France, but that the country 
merits the gratitude of J ews all over the world as well. 
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PARIS 

Jews may have resided in Paris before the Vlth 
Century, but it is on ly from then on that we have 
defi nite proof of their pn~sence in the city. 

They fir st lived in the Ile de la Ci te, center from 
which the metropolis was to grow. Their houses were 
for the most part near the main treet extending from 
one end of the town to the other, joining the road 
across the bridge that united the comm unity with the 
country to the north and south of the Seine. Vectiges 
of t he presence of Jews in the l le de la Cite long 
appeared in the names of th e st reets of the quartet· 
kno wn as the Jewry. 

Du ri ng the XIIth Century, Jews establi shed 
themselves on the Right a nd Left ban ks of the Seine, 
near bridgeheads ; to this ve ry day the q uarter of the 
Ru e des Rosi ers, where many Jews reside, marks the 
approx imate spot occupi ed by the Jewish center on the 
Righ t bank durin g the Middle Ages. 

In mediaeval days Paris J ews had synagogues that 
have s ince di sappea red, as well as their own cem eteri es, 
where numerous tombstones inscribed with H ebrew 
characters have been round . T heir community was 
most Aourishing, and they had man y famous R abbis, 
such as Juda ben Ischock (S ire Leon) a nd R eb Jechi el. 

At the beginning of the XVIII th Centu ry the Jewish 
community came into being as a group, in Paris, but 
did not really begin to grow until after the R evolution. 
It has since become th e most important group of Jews 
in France. 
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THE RIGHT BANK 

Among the principal synagogues on the Right Bank, 
the oldest is that at 15, rue Notre-Dame de Nazareth, 
built in 1822 ; and the largest is that at 44, rue de la 
Victoire, built in 1874. The a rchitecture of this 
temple is particularly beautiful. 

A synagogue for J ews following the P ortuguese rites 
was built at 28, rue Buffault, in 1877. Recently, the 
Association Cultuelle Sephardite opened another temple 
consecrated to the same rites at 18, rue Saint-Lazare. 

One must a lso mention the pretty little temple at 
24, rue Copern ic, built by the Union Liberale Israelite 
of Paris, t he Refo rmed Jews of the city ; and the 
P oli sh synagogue in the rue Pavee. 

At 44, rue de Fla ndre, at La Villette, may still be 
seen the cemetery of Jews who followed the Portuguese 
rites dating from the XVIIIth Century. It is the oldest 
Parisia n cemetery still in existence. Jacob Rodrigue 
P ereire famous teacher of the deaf- and-dumb, and 
forbear of the well-kno'"·n bankers, was buried there 
111 1780. 

At the Cemetery of Montmartre homage may be 
rendered to Henri HEINE and to Osiris Iffla, the 
philanthropist who helped to endow the Pasteur 
Institute. This tomb is surmounted by a copy of the 
statue of Moses by Michael Angelo. 

At the Pere-Lacha ise Cemetery, one sees the tomb 
of Rachel, the great actress, and the family monument 
of the Rothschilds . At the Montparnasse Cemetery 
lies the tomb of Adolphe Cremieux, the illustrious 
pi·esident of the Alliance Israelite U niverselle, and the 
first Jew to hold the post of Minister 111 a great 
Democracy. 

At the lnvalides, in the gallery of the interior 
courtyard, is a commemorative tablet recalling the 
enlistment of volunteers of foreign origin in the French 
Army during the 'i\Torld \Var. 

In the inner courtya rd of the main Synagogue 44, rue 
de la Victoire, tablets have been placed in memory of 
the French Jews who di ed for France during the 
Great War. 
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LOUVRE MUSEUM 

Biblical monuments have been grouped in a special 
roo m known as the « Salle J ucla'ique "· This section 
is in the Assyrian Gallery of the museum. 

One should see the column of King Mesa of Moab 
elating from the Xth Century B.C., the !'em'.lins nf 
J e\\·ish tombs discovered at Jaffa, the ornaments of 
'.•:hi ch are perfectly preserved ; and sculpture bearing 
funeral inscriptions and the seven-branch candelabrum. 

Visitors may a lso see the Ron1sc111LD Room where 
tht various objects shown have been generously 
bequeathed by baron Alphonse DE ROTHS CHILD. They 
include masterpieces of enamel and of the goldsmith's 
a rt dating from the end of the Middle Ages, and from 
the French and Italian R enaissance period. 

Louvre Museum : Judaical and Palestinian Section : the Mesa Column, 
dedicated to the King of Moab, !Xth Century B. C. 

BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE 

The section devoted to medals comprises many 
Greek and Hebrew coins. In the manuscripts depa rt­
ment a1·e preserved the famous H ebrew manusc ripts 
of the Bible, some of which may be traced to the old 
Parisian community. 
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MUSEUM OF MEDALS . 

heckel coined in the year 66, during the revolt ag a ins t the 
R oma ns, which resulted in the destruc tion of the T empl e a t J eru­
sa lem (9 Ab) . 

On e s ide represents a cha lice in use during the T emple se rvice. 
The other s ide represents three pomegra na tes on a in g le 

bra nch, symbol of P a ies tine. 
The shcckel was a sum of money tha t each J ew pa id as a 

ta x for the T emp:e. 

T etra drachm coined in 133-1 34 during the revolt o f Ba r Kokba 
against the R oma ns. 

The edifice with four columns is supposed to represent the 
C" ntra nce to the T emple. The sta r a bove it no do ubt alludes lo 
the Nl e s irtnic surna me o f Simeon Bar l<okba, « son of the s tar )). 

The other s ide represents a « Lul ab » a nd " Eth rog », th a t is 
the polm leaves a nd th e ritu a l cedrote for the F eas t of T ober­
nacl es . 

Dina r coined durin g the Bor K okbo revolt aga ins t the R o­
man about 134-1 35. 

The bunch of gropes represents Palest ine. 
On the other s ide is an urn with a n inscription referring to ihe 

liberty of J erusalem. 
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C/uny Museum : An XVIIIth Century marriage contra : t on parchme:lt, 
illuminated, from Ancona, Italy. 

One should not miss v1s1tmg the curious quarter in 
the vicinity of the H otel-de-Ville, and pa rti cul a rl y the 
rue des Rosiers, t he rue des Ecouff es, and the rue 
Ferdinand-Duval. These picturesque s tree ts mark the 
crnter where newly-arrived Jewish immigrants have 
settl ed in Paris. 
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LEFT BANK 
The Cluny Museum has a rich collection of objects 

in its Jewish Room ; some of th e most curious date 
from the XVIth Century. 

Among the most famous of these collections is that 
of J. STRAUSS, noted conductor under Napoleon III, 
acq uired by Baronne Nathaniel DE RoT11 sc 111LD and 
bequeathed by her to the Cluny Museum. 

Tombstones from the XII Ith Century, bea ring 
H ebrew inscriptions may be seen at the Cluny Museum 
and a t the HOtel CarnavaLet, rue Sevigne. 

On the fai;:ade of the Sainte-Genevieve Library 
(place du Pantheon) has been carved the na me of the 
French rabbi R ashi, w ho lived at Troyes, in the XIth 
Century, and w1ote famous commentaries on Bible and 
Talmud. 

The Left Bank also possesses a rich Jewish library 
at the Ecole Rabbinique, 9, rue Vauquelin, where future 
Rabbi s pursue their studies. 

Xote may also be made of the Ma"imonide School 
<it 60, rue Claude-Bernard, recently created on the 
occasion of the Sooth anniversary of the birth of the 
great Jewish philosopher (born at Cordoba in r 135). 

;.;. 
~'=>n ~ 

~~&JL'L~ 
Cluny Museum : Purim plate from Strasburg. (XVIl!th Century 

Haman leading Mordecai. 
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Consistoire Central des Israelites 

de France 
(Central Consistory of French Jews) 

The Jewish commurnt1es of France and Algeria are 
united in a single organisation known as the « Union 
des Associations Cultuelles Israelites de France et 
d' Algerie >>, whose object it is to look after the general 
inte1-es t of the Jewish faith and to mainta in the various 
institutions and services of the community. 

The Union, whose headquarters in Paris are at 
44, rue de la Victoire, is under the direction of the 
Central Consistory of French Jews elected by the 
various communities. 

The Central Consistory aids a ll local groups whose 
financial resources are insufficient. 

It maintains the Rabbinical School, 9, rue Vauquelin, 
Paris (5"), wh ich trains rabbis for all Jewish 
communities in France and Algeria as well as for all 
French-speaking commumt1es in foreign countri es 
(Brussels, Geneva, Lausanne, Cairo, etc.). 

In order to furth er religious education, the Central 
Consistory has endowed the Ma'imonide School, 60, rue 
Claude-Bernard, Paris(s"), a free school for secondary 
educati on, as well as the Ets-Haim School at Cons­
tantine, (Algeria) which trains local rahbis. I t also 
looks after the religious and moral education of the 
children of Jewish groups in provincial districts. 

The Central Consistory gives rel igious aid wh erever 
there is no organised community. Furthermore, it 
sends rabbis to visit isolated families, and often extends 
aid to cover the costs of circumcisions, marriages and 
fun erals when asked to do so by isolated members of 
the faith . During the summer season synagogues are 
open a t : Vichy, 2 bi'.s, rue du Marechal-Foch, Evian, 
rue de la Touviere, Aix-les-Ba ins. 
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The Main Synagogue, 44, rue de la Victoire, Paris. 

COMMUNAUTE ISRAELITE 

DE PARIS 

(J ewis h Community of Pa ri s) 

17 , Rue Saint-Georges 

Organisat ion . 

Th e cc Association Cons istoriale Israelite de Paris » 

(A.C. I. P.) whose headquarters are at 17, me Saint­
Georges, represents the Jewish community of Paris. 

It is headed by a Cons istory compris ing the Grand 
Rabbi, ex-officio member, and 24 members (20 of whom 
are French and 4 foreigners) elected by the members 
c•f the A.C.I.P . 
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Temple of the Union Liberale Israelite, 24, Rue Copernic. 

SYNAGOGUES . 

T he following , acco rdi ng to their importance, a re 
the: principa l templ es a nd o ra tori es of the Jewish 
community in P aris 

Main Synagogue, 44 , rue de la Victoire . 
Synagogue, 15 , rue Notre-D ame de Naza reth . 

Synagogue, 2 r bis, rue des Tournell es . 

Synagogue, 30, rue Buffa ult (Portug uese rites) . 

Synagogue, 1 2, rue Ancelle, N euill y-sur-Seine 

Synagogue, 14, rue Chasseloup-Lauba t. 

Synagogue of th e Union L iberale Israelite, 24 , rue 
Copernic (Reformed). 

Synagog ue of the Associa tion Cultuellc Sepha rdite, 
18, rue Sa int-Laza re. 

Synagog ue (Strict Obse rvance), ro, rue Cadet. 

Synagogue (Tradi tional), 31, rue Montevideo. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 

The principal services of the communi ty comprise 
the R abbinical Tribunal (Beth Din) ; the Kosher 
Service that supervises the sale of kosher meat and 
other kosher food for the holidays ; the ritual bath 
(Mikveh) ; memoria l a nd anniversa ry services for the 
dead (Yarzeit and Ashkaboth) ; religious in s truction 
and social work ; a marriage record bureau ; and the 
organisation of all ceremonies at the temples a nd 
oratories. 

All members of our faith from foreign countri es 
are welcome at the headq ua rters o f the community, 
17, rue Saint-Georges, where all courtesies will be 
extended by the secretary-general and hi<> ~taff. 

P a rti cul a r attention is g iven to reserva tions made fo1-
thC' holidays at the various synagogues. 

" Tichri " Holidays 

R och-Hachana (New Year). 

New Year Eve, Sunday, September 5 th, 6 p·m. 
1s t D ay, Monday, September 6th. 

Kol-.Vidre. 

Tuesday , September 14th, 7.25 p.m. 

Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement). 

Wednesday, September 15th (end or fast, 7.45 p.m.) 

JEWISH CHARITIES 

The Paris \Velfare Committee, fo unded in 1809, 
helps the needy in various ways (lying -in cl inics, h omes 
for the aged, and for· neglected children). 

Foremost among the Jewish welfare organizations 
stands th e Rothschild found ation, created in 1850, 
with its H ospi tal, Old people's H ome, and Orphanage. 
The H ome fo r Convalescents, at Chantilly (Alphonse 
de Ro thschild foundation) receives patients from the 
city hospitals. Another Roth schild fo undation 
(Adolphe de Rothschil d) ranks very highly as an eye­
di sease clinic. This fa mous institution is located in 
Paris, rue Manin. 
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JEWISH SCHOOLS 

Ecole Lucien de Hirsch , TJ, avP:nue Secretan. 

Ecole Zadoc-Kahn , 27, avenue de Segur. 
Ecole Bi schoffsheim, r3, boul eva rd Bourdon. 

T HE JEWISH BOY SCOUT MOVEMENT IN FRANCE 

The Jewish Boy Scout movement in France (Eclai­
reurs Israelites), whose headquarters are at 38 bis, rue 
' / ital, Paris, has undertaken the task of extending the 
benefits o f the Boy Scou~ organisation to Jewish boys 
in France, and at the same time safeguarding and 
foste ring love and understanding of their religion. 

O pen to all shades of opinion within the Jewish 
faith, thi s organisation we lco mes a ll Jewish children 
who desire to pursue physical, moral an d intell ectual 
development, without distinction of class or origin. 

Collaborating in a fraterna l spir it with other Scout 
movements in France , it endeavours to g ive the country 
a genera tion of strong, healthy men, well-equipped 
spiritually and morally. 

F ull information with regard to this movement may 
be obtained at 38 bis, rue V ital, Paris. Telephone : 
TROcadero 66-83 . 

LA VOIX D'ISRAEL 

(The Voice of Israel) 

President : Mme Fernand H a lphen. 

Director : M. Leon Algazi. 

This organisation, created in 1928, arranges radio 
broadcasts through the Paste-Parisien at 6 p.m. every 
\ Vednesday; and throug h Radio-Paris at ri.45 a .m. 
every Friday. 

The onl y organisation of its k ind in E urope, " La 
Voix d' Israel " has clone much for the propagation 
of Jewish thought and music throughout the world, 
a nd has at the same t ime hel ped to spread French 
culture. 
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L'ALLIANCE ISRAELITE UNIVERSELLE 
(World Jewish Alliance) 

45 , Rue La Bruyere - Paris 

Mr Narcisse LEVE N and Dr Arnold NETTER, founders and 
former presidents of the Alliance Israeli te_ Universe lle. 

Created in 1860, the cc Alli a nce Israeli te U ni ve rsell e " 
has for more than three-quarters of a century, been 
of fo remost im porta nce in the ema ncipa ti on, p rotect ion, 
and m a ter ial a nd moral welfore of Jews throug hout 
the w orl d, pa rticularly for those ] ews who are oppressed 
or den ied equal ri g·hts by t11c in iqu ity ot cert a in 
governments, as w ell as t hose whom pe1-secuti on 
m a inta ins in a s tate of ig nora nce a nd misery. This 
o rgani sati on has therefo re developed along three 
defin ite lines : a) po litical, b) phila nthropic , and 
c) ed ucation al. 

a ) P olitica l actiou. - Th e All ia nce has never ceased 
11> fi g h t to secure equal rig hts fo r Jews in countri es 
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Professor Sylvain LEY! , former 
president of the 

Alliance Israelite Universell e. 

where they sti ll Jived in 
a status of inferiority. 
It has endeavored pa rti­
cularly to obta in full 
political emancipati on for 
J ews in Centra l Europe 
and in the Ba lkans . 

\ Vhene ver an injus ti ce 
or infringem ent of trea­
ty ti g hts come to its 
attention, the Alliance 
seeks a remedy, and 
lodges a protes t with the 
governments concern ed. 

b) Educationa l action. 
The Alli ance docs 

not consider it su ffi­
cient merely to pro­
tect Jews against perse­
c ution and to aid in 
t heir civil and political 

en1ancipation. I t a lso strives to assure their moral 
and intellectual well-being. The two go hand in hand. 
Thus, in ~ountries ·where Jews lived in utter ignorance 
under Mohammedan rule, the Alliance obta ined their 
m oral emancipat ion by establi s hing schools. And it 
l1as founded and looks af ter the upkeep of schools in 
many countries, notably in Morocco, T unis , Syria, 
Pales tine, Irak, Ira n and in the Ba lkan regions, 
·whc1·e there are m ore than a hundred schools attended 
by some 40.000 children, who thus benefit from 
Occi dental education. 

Aside from primary schools, the Alliance a lso 
m ain tain s professional schools where boys and g irls 
may learn various trades, as well as the model 
.agri cul tural school, « Mikveh Is rael '» near Jaffa, 
:md a scho<.::l for deaf and dumb children at Jeru salem 

The teachers are recrui ted among former pupils at 
these Oriental and North African schools and are g iven 
furthe1· instruction in France, at a school established 
.at Auteuil, in Paris, for boys, and at Versailles for 
girls . 

Th e school situated at 59, rue d'Auteuil is of 
particular histori cal interes t. Before it was acquired 
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by the Alliance, the building had in turn been the 
property of Latour, the famous painter, of H elvetius, 
and finally of Cabanis. It has seen many histori ca l 
fig ures pass through its portals both before and after 
the French R evolution , notably : Diderot, d'Alembert, 
Benjamin Franklin, Napoleon Bonaparte, Condorcet, 
Abbe Gregoire, and many others. It was there, too, 
that on December 31, 1869, Pierre Bonaparte, cousin 
of Napoleon III , shot and killed Victor oir , a well, 
known journali st, who had come as Rochefort's 
witness, together with Paschal Grousset, to settle a 
quarrel started in the press. 

Besides the school, the building also houses a library 
conta ining some +:i .ooo volumes, all dealing with 
Jewish subjects. 

c) Philanthropic action. - Aside from its pol itical, 
moral and socia l activities, carried out in a systematic 
and rational manner, the Allian e is often called upon 
to g ive immediate materi al a id to Jewish victims. All 
disasters and catastrophi es that have befallen Jewish 
populations s ince the Russian pogroms in 1880, in 
1903 an 1905, and up to and including the anti-Jewish 
riots in Palestine in 1929 and 1936, as well as the 
events that have taken place in Germany since 1933, 
haYe ever found the Alliance ready to help. The 
money spent in thi philantropic activity run s into 
many millions. 
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DOUAUMONT MEMORIAL, NEAR VERDUN , 

TO THE JEWISH SOLDIERS 

The Douaumont Memorial, in the vicinity of the 
" Ossuary >>, overlooks the battlefields of Verdun . 
Unfinished as yet, its completion has been entrusted 
to a committee headed by general A. \Veiller, Grand 
Officer of the Legion of Honour, Cro ix de Guerre. 
I ts headquarters are at 45, rue La Bruyere, Paris, 
where all donations are most gratefully received. 

World-congress of Jewish ex-Servicemen held in Paris, June, 1935. 
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FEDERATION OF JEWISH 
ORGANIZATIONS IN FRANCE 

(Federation des Societes Ju ives de France) 

5, Avenue de la R.epubl iqu e - PAR.IS 

The " Federation des Sucictes Juives de France '" 
founded in 1924, com prises 95 organizations of mutual 
ass istance, social wo1·k, as well as charitable and 
cultural s ocieties such as homes for the old, a nursery , 
summer holiday colonies and camps, the " Cceur 
Israelite >>, " Jes Volontaires Juifs au Service de la 
France (1914- 1918) '» etc. 

Most of the members of the Fed eration came from 
Eastern Europe, Russia, Poland a nd Rumania, and 
have recently been joined by certain grou }S of 
Sephardite Jews and refugees from Gerrna ny. The 
F ed eration thus groups most ot the Jewish immigrants 
''ho have come to France since 1900. 

It has coordinated the activities of its affiliated 
organ izations ; a nd the moral cohesion existing be tween 
the various groups makes the strength of the 
Federation. 

Its m eans of action are : its m ed ical service, legal 
advice, popular education, its library compnsmg 
6.ooo books in French, English and Yiddish, its courses 
in J ewish education, and its socia l and political defence 
of Jews in countries wh ere their in teres ts are infringed 
upon. 

The headquarters of the Federation comprises 
several meeting rooms for various societies, and a 
general assembly hall for 500 people. 

\i\/hen there was an influx of J ewish refugees from 
Germany, the Federation exten ded its aid to hundreds 
of families and helped th em es tablish th emse lves in 
France. It has recently begun a campaign for 
the relief of Jews in Poland. 

The General-Secretary of th e F ederation , s, avenue 
de la Republique, ·will be pl eased to receive all vis itors 
who d es ire to visit the headquarters, every day from 
10 a.111 . to noon and fr om 2. p.1n. fo 6. p.111., except 
Satu:rday and Sunday. 
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International Organizations 

(The Jewish Co lonizat ion Associat ion) 

29 , rue de la Bie nfaisance - Paris 

General Director : M. Louis OU NG RE 

Assis t ant D irect ors: MM . Edouard OUNGRE et Joseph M IRK IN 

The Jewish Colon ization Association was fo unded 
in 189r by Baron Maurice DE HI RSC H in order to a id 
the moral and material progress of J ewish populations 
in Eastern Europe. It is at present headed by Sir 
Osmond d 'AvrcooR GoLDSMID, Bart. 

It is the object of the Association to find product ive 
\\'O rk for J ews, particularly in the agricultu ral field 
and in the manual professions. 

T he J. C. A. ca rri es on its work in the followi ng 
coun tri es : The Argentine, Brazil, Canada, Palestine, 
Poland, Rumania , Czecho-Slovakia and Russ ia. 

Besides the educational work carried out in the 
schools a nd special courses fm- religious in struction in 
the J. C. A. coloni es, the o rganisa tion also encourages 
technical ed ucation among the Jewish yo uth of 
Eastern Europe. 

The J. C. A. furthermore extends cooperative credit, 
particularly in Eastern Europe. This comprises 
special funds fo r the extension of credi t to small 
industries a nd to Jewish merchants, thus hleping them 
in thier st ruggle for life. Since 1924, the J. C. A. 
pursues thi s activity through the intermediary of the 
American Joint Recons truction Foundation, which it 
created in cooperation with the Join t Distribution 
Committee. This body com prises 469 loan institutions 
grouping r 3 r.ooo members. Loans extended by this 
organisation a mounts. to about $ 20.oo:i.000 annually. 

\7\/ith regard to emigration, the J . C. A. exercises 
its activity through the interm ediary of the Hias-J. C.A. ­
Em igration Association, bette r known as the Hicem. 
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HIAS-JCA EMIGRATION ASSOCIATION " HICEM " 

2, Avenue de Messine - Paris-Se 

Directors : M. Edouard OU NG RE and Dr. J a mes BERNSTEIN 

Extends legal, moral and material aid to Jewish 
migrants . 

Branches : 4r affiliated committees in 25 countries 
in Europe and overseas. 

THE PALESTINE JEWISH COLONIZATION 

ASSOCIATION 

(Edm ond d e ROTHSCHILD Found it ion) P. J. C . A. 

2S , Rue Hamel in - Paris- I 6e 

Director : M. Robert GOTTLIEB 

T he object of this organisation is the creation of 
Jewish agricultural colon ies in Palestine, th e 
·developm ent of J ewish commerce and indus try in 
Palestine, as well as the extension of aid to Jewish 
schools, religious bodies and socia l activities. 

AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

19 , Rue de Teheran - Paris-Se 

Director : Dr. Bern ard KAHN 

Th is organisation administers funds collected in the 
U nited States for the benefit of Jews in Eastern Europe. 

Since its creation, the American Joint Distribution 
'Committee has spent total of $ rno .000 .00:::>. 

CENTRAL BUREAU OF THE O .R.T . 

The 0. R. T . is composed of societies for the 
-propagation of industrial and agri cul tural work among 
Jews in fifteen countries . It ma intai ns technical 
-coopera tive workshops, vocationa l bureaux, agricultural 
-colon ies and farms. 

H ea<l qua rters : 3 bis, rue R oussel, Paris (r7•) . 
T el. : CARno t 60- +.S· 
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LORRAINE 

LU NEVILLE 

Jewish tourists at Lun evill e should see the monument 
that has been erected to the m emory of Emile 
Erckmann, who, in collaboration with Chatrian, was 
the author of numerous books about Alsace. H e 
descri bed many Jewi sh types that have since become 
popular, parti cularly old Rabbi David Sichel in « L'Ami 
Fritz » . 

One may also see the monum ent of Abbe Gregoire , 
the Embermesni l pri est, who, from the very beginning 
of t he l\.evolution , act ively advocated the idea of 
complete equali ty for Jews before the Assernblee Cons­
tituante ; up to the time of his death, he did not 
cease to be their most devoted defender. The house 
in which this g reat friend of Jews was born may still 
be seen at Veho. A comm emorative tablet was placed 
on this house in 1931 on the initiative of a committee 
fo rmed by M. Lang. 

The Luneville sy nagogue 1s one of the most 
interesting in France. It dates from 1785. Its fa9ade 
is decorated with sculp tured wreaths in the best style 
of the time. This synagogue constitutes a most 
delicate a rti stic document and bears witness to the 
intell ectual development of Jews at that time. 
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Synagogue of Luneville, built in 1785. 

ETAIN 
The ·littl e community of Etain, near Verdun, has 

rebuilt after the war a synagogue remarkable for 
the original a nd artistic character of its architecture. 
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METZ 
Je \YS have lived at Metz from the time of the Roma: 

occupation. One of the first bishops of the city, 
whose name was Simon, and who held this high office 
in the IVth Century, was of Jewish origin, as the 
C?ita ph engraved on his tomb indicates. 

It is believed that during the Middle Ages the Jews 
of Metz lived in a street s till known as Jurue, which 
1·ecalls their presence there. In the lower part of this 
street may be seen .a building certain parts of which 
seem to date from the XIIIth Century. It was long 
used as a chapel ; but certain peculiariti es about its 
cons truction indicate that it may have been a synagogue 
befo re it became a church . 

The present synagogue, built about a hundred years 
ago, occupies the site of an older temple in the rue de 
l 'i.\i-senal. This street was formerly called rue des 
Juifs, and was, with several adjacent streets, occupied 
by Jews since the . XVIth Century. They built the 
quai that runs paralld with the banks of the Moselle. 
Thi» quai a nd the rue de ] 'Arsenal had until quite 
recently the aspect and characteristics of other Jewish 
quarters in Frnnce. These have since been modifi ed 
by modern city planning. 

Old Jewisch tombs may sti ll be seen at the Chambiere 
Cemetery . 
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ALSA~E 

S TRASBURG 
It was during the second half of the XIIth Century 

that the first Je \YS settled at Strasb urg . 
Benjamin de Tudele, who had visited a large part 

of Europe and Asia between 1160 and 1 r70, is the 
first writer to mention the Jewish community of 
Strasburg. They res ided in a quarter still occupi ed 
by Jews. 

The synagog ue was on the site of the Imprimerie 
Strasbourgeoise, where an inscription in H ebrew has 
been found, consecrated to Rabbi Menahem, son of 
Rabbi Samuel, and to hi s wife, Dame R achel. Mention 
was made that they h ad donated five gold florins for 
the const ruction of the synagog ue. 

The Jewish cemetery was near the Contades quarter 
oppos ite the rue de Turenne. 

The second community formed at Strasburg shortly 
after the devastation of the Black Plague was broken 
up in 1388, and it was only towards the end of the 
XVIIIth Century that the family of Ced Berr ·was 
permitted to reside in the city. 

After 1791, Strasburg had an influx of a large 
number of Jews orig inating mo t ly from villages in 
the immediate v icinity. On Saturdays and on holidays 
they met in private homes for p rayer. Th e first 
synagogue was buil t about r830 in the rue Sainte­
Helene. 1 t was demoli shed about i 895, and replaced 
by the present temple on the quai K leber. 

Jewish monumen ts elat ing from the Middle Ages 
may be seen a t the R ohan Museum. 

At the Notre-Dame Museum may be seen the 
the famous statue called the Synagogue (as a 
matter of fact it is t he Old Testament) ; it had as a 
companion-piece the statue of the New T estament at 
the Cathedral. 

At the Alsatian Museum, 2:;, qua i Saint-Nicolas, 
is the J ewish Museum founded in 1905 by the society 
interested in the history of Jews of Alsace and Lorra ine. 
This is a museum one should not mi ss . 

At the secretariat of the Jewish community , quai 
Kleber, are two pictures representing scenes relating 
to the life of Jews in Strasburg in l '.j48. They were 
executed by Schweitzer, who Jived in the X I Xth 
Century. 
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MOLSHEIM 

Molsheim, s ituated on the ra il road line that connects 
Saverne and Selestat, was the centre of a Jewish 
com munity during the Middle Ages . One may sti ll 
find in the town a la rge and a sma ll rue des J uifs. The 
sma ll er street was no doubt ori g inally an enclosure 
comprising a group of houses with a common 
courtya rd. 

In this street may be fo und a structure known as 
La Kla us, that is, a schoolhouse. One may still see 
a H ebrew inscripti on that probably dates from the 
beg inning of the XIVth Century. 

ROSHEIM 

At Rosheim , fo rmerly a free town, man y Jews were 
put to death at t he time of th e Black Plague. 

A new community was fo rm ed there at the end of 
the XVth Century, when the Swiss invaded Alsace. 
It was at this time that a Jew known as JoSEL or 
J os ELMANN settled in the town. 

Not far from Rosheim is the Cemetery of Rosenwill er, 
founded by communi t ies res iding in the imm ediate 
Yicini ty and still used by the Jewis h communiti es at 
Mutz ig , Ba rr , Rosh eim, etc . .. T he mon ument erected 
to the memory of Cerf BE RR is to be seen h er , as 
well as those of many Rabbis of the XVIIIth and 
XIXth Centuries. 

SELESTAT 

Th e first Jews arrived a t Seles tat as others were 
settling at Strasburg. A fa mous Talmudic school 
existed there, headed by Samuel de Selestat. 

The present communi ty dates from the beginning 
of the last century ; but its cemetery was fo unded in 
the earl y part of the XVIIth Century. Some of the 
·oldest monuments recall the na mes of Jews of 
RIB EAUV ILLE, B ERr~ H EIM, DA ~rnAcH, etc ... 

The synagogue was built about sixty years ago. 
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RIQUEWIHR 

Formerly the possession of the Counts of 
\\"u rtemberg, Riqu ewihr became part of France under 
the Treaty of Lunev ill e in 180 1. I ts last Jews had 
been burnt a li\'e by the inhabitants on Ju ne 29, r4 r6. 
Acco rding to a n old tradition, a Hebrew inscripti on 
relat ing the even t could still be seen about fifty years 
ago. At p resent, only the Judenhof recalls the presence 
of J e"·s at R iq uewihi-. 

COLMAR 

.\ notable touristic centre fo r those Yisiti ng the 
Hautes-\ 'osges, Colmar is of particular interest to 
r ewi sh tourists. 

The ru e des J ui fs and streets in the immediate 
,·icinity were inh abited by m embers of the first Jewish 
commu nity, \Yhich perished in 1348 at a spot kno\\·n 
as ]ude 11loci1, near the present cemetery. 

T he synagogue was then situated on the site of th e 
building now given over to the " Caisse de Malades » . 

At the G nterlinden Museum may still be seen 
tombstones bearing Hebrew inscriptions. These were 
taken from the old cemetery. 

At the same museum may a lso be seen the famous 
g·a rgoy le from th e ch urch of Rouffach representing th e 
devil in the act of seizi ng a Jew clinging to his purse. 
The museum likewise possesses the o ri g inal of anothe1· 
ga rgoy le « La Truie aux Jui fs '" now replaced by a 
copy on the exterior of the Saint-Martin Church at 
Colmar ; and a sma ll collection of mediaeval J ewish 
jewels found shortly befo re 1870 in a house situated 
in the rue des Juifs. 

Members of the second J e\\'ish community, who were 
expe ll ed in 15 1 2, resided in the Place des Ecol es 
quarter. 

The present community dates from the Revolution. 
The synagogue was built durin g the first half of the 
XIX.th Century. The cemetery in the ru e du Laclhof 
dates from abou t the same time. 
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ROUFFACH 

Situated on the road from Strasburg to Lyons, 
Rouffach was duri ng the Middle Ages the pri ncipal 
town of the 'Haut-M unda t , and as such was part of 
the domain of the Bishop of S trasburg . 

T here is no mention of Jews in R ouffach af ter 1338 ; 
but ma ny vestiges of their presence in the town before 
that el ate a re s till preserved. 

Outs ide the town, where the 
ag ric ul tural school is situated , 
Judenmatt, where the Jews were 
with ha mmers . 

present H a ut-Rhi n 
is a place called 
massacred in 1 338 

The Jewi sh quarter was then in the centre of the 
town , not fa r from the chu rch. The s t reet now known 
as H assengasse was fo rmerl y known as J udengasse. 
O n the no rth s ide, a t the rea r, is a blind a ll ey where 
one may s till see the building tha t h ad served as a 
synagogue. A H ebrew in scrip tion mentions the fact 
t hat the stones of the portal had been dona ted 
by a certa in David, son of I srael. The doors are sti ll 
preserved. 

Inside the building , which now serves as a cell a r , 
n iches may be seen in the walls , tha t were no doub t 
employed as little closets fo r manuscripts a nd va rious 
relig ious objects. A Gothic fri eze may be seen around 
the g reat h all, which can accommoda te several hundred 
people. This is evident proof of the importance of th e 
Jewish community a t Rouffach. At the request of the 
" Societe pour l 'Histoire des I sraelites d 'Alsace et de 
Lorraine " , the building has been decla red an his to rical 
monument, and will be preserved as such . 
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ILE DE FRANCE 

FONTAINEBLEAU 

The Synagogue is close to the gate of the park 

of the" Ch ateau " It is beautifulty decorated ins ide . 
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PROVENCE 
LANGUEDOC 

AVIGNON 

The settling of Jews at Avignon and in the immedia te 
reg·ion ca ll ed Comtat-Venaissin, probably goes back 
to the first centuries of the Chri stian era, although 
there is no definit e document proving their presence 
in the coun try before the XIIth Century. 

Ever s ince the XI IIth Century, they have enjoyed 
great liberty in the region, as have Jews in the South 
of France. The Popes who ruled over Avignon hav" 
always been humane in their treatment of the J ews and 
have ever shown them good-will. The Jews in this 
part of the country were permitted to own land and 
fa rms. They were a lso ban kers and merchants, and 
of Len acted as tax-collectors for the Pope. J ewish 
physicians gained well-merited renown. 

The quarters inhabited by J ews were known as 
" carrieres " in Provern;:al. There were fo ur " car­
rieres " at the beginning of the XVIIJth Century, 
Lhose of Avignon, Carpentras, Cavaillon, and I sle-sur­
So rg ue. In 1789, the Jewi sh communities comprised 
about two thousand members, half of whom resided 
at Carpentras. A Rabbinical seminary was established 
in this town. The union 0f C0mtat-Ve11aissin to 
France in 179 1, enthusiastically g reeted by the Jews, 
marked the beginning of the gradual di sappeai·ence 
of the Comtadine commurnt1es ; many members 
migrated to the larger nearby citi es such as Marseilles, 
Aix-en-Provence, Nlmes, Montpelli er and even Paris. 

The Jewish community at Av ignon possesses one 
of the most beau ti ful synagogues in France ; but 
Carpentras a nd Cavaillon are of greater interest yet 
to the Jewish tourist. 
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"Teba" at the Carpentras Synagogue. 

CARPENTRAS 
At Carpentras, the synagogue in the Place de 

!'Hotel-de-Ville is quite important in size. Most of 
it dates from the XVIIIth Century. Although it has 
since been modifi ed at various times, it stands, on the 
whole, as it ·was when rebuilt on the site of the old 
synagogue, which dated from the XIVth Century. 
Part of the old building may still be found in the 
lower floors, where one may see the ancient ovens that 
had been employed for baking " matzos ». In 
Proven'<al the unleavened bread was known as 
" coudolles ». H ere one may also see a bread-mixer 
and a mill-stone dating from the XIIIth Century, as 
well as a marble tablet which, according to tradition, 
had been given to the Jews by a Pope for the 
preparation of unleavened bread. On the floor below 
is the " mikveh >>, or ritual pool for women, called 
" cabussadou » in Provenc;:al. 
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The interior arrangement of the synagogue is most 
curious . The " Theba '» that is, the pulpit or stage 
where the officiating ministe r recites the praye rs, is 
pl aced, as at Cavaillon, in a sort of balcony over the 
entrance door. This balcony · is prolonged on each 
side by boxes for women , who had previously been 
placed behind sculptured wooden sci-eens on the ground 
fl oo r. 

The interior of the synagogue has a marked 
resembla nce with a Loui s XVth salon. Many finely 
ca rved pieces of furniture have been prese rved, and 
there is a lso a remarkable collection of candelabras . 
On e in bronze comes from H olland . There a re o thers 
in Veneti a n g lass, others in pa inted sheet-iron of the 
E mpire period, and oth ers in opa line. 

One may also see a small cha ir, said to be that of the 
Prophet Eli, and used on the occasion of circumcisions, 
as well as an embroidered silk curta in of Oriental 
origin, dating from the XVIIth or XVITith Century. 
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"Teba" (pulpit of officiating minister) at the Cavaillon Synagogue. 

CAVAILLON 
At Cavaillon, the synagogue, which is situated a t 

r4, rue H ebra·ique, was rebuilt in 1772 on the site of 
the old synagogue. It is curiously constructed over 
an a rchway that served as an entrance to the 
cc carriere '» and one reaches it by means of an open 
staircase. Thi s synagogue, not as large as that of 
Carpentras, has the same interio r arrangement, but 
is, if anyth ing, more artistic. One may still see fine 
woodwork created by J ean-Joseph Charmot, of Isle­
s ur-Sorg ue ; a nd the beautiful iron work is due to the 
master locksmith, Franc;:o is Isoard , of Cavaillon . Even 
the poor-boxes destined to receive the cha ritable 
donations of the community a re works of a rt. All in 
a ll t his synag·ogue has a ptly been compared to cc a 
precious cask et carved like a jewel ». 
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AR LES 
The cc Museon Arlaten " founded 111 1896 by the 

famous Provenc;al poet, Frederic Mistral, has reserved 
a large place for the hi story of Jews, so important in 
the South of France during the Middle Ages . 
Particular attention should be call ed to t he fact that 
at Va uvert, near Arles, there had resided a rival of 
the great Ma·imonides, Abraham ben David and his son, 
Isaac the Blind, known as cc father of the Cabbal "· 
At ·Aries, near t he Cemetery of Ali scamps , there once 
ex isted a J ewish cemete ry, « Montjuif >>, of which 
several relics dati ng from the earl y mediaeval period 
may sti ll be seen at the Musee Lapidaire. 

Most of the Jewish relics have been preserved at the 
" Museon Arlaten "· They were donated to the 
museum by Armand Lune! and his grandson, Albert 
Lune!, and includ e printed documents , Jewish lamps, 
cultura l objects, marriage contracts, H ebrew seals , 
a si lver circumcision knife , Biblical commentaries from 
Ca rpentras, the cc . Pirke Aboth " of the XVIIIth 
Century from Aries, two prayer s hawls in w hite linen 
(Taleth), etc .. . 

Comtadine Jewish music compnsmg liturgical airs 
inspired by popular Hebrew-Provenc;al hymns is 
represented by cc Daily Praye1-s '" a nd " Comtadi ne 
Liturgy » by Darius Milhaud. 

NIMES - MONTPELLIER 
Nimes, which h as preserved many famous Roman 

ruins (the Arena, the Maison Carree, the Tour Magne, 
and the Temple of Diana) does not offer much in the 
way of Jewish relics to the tourist. It must, however, 
b e noted that Adolphe C remieux was born there in 
1796. H e was a member of t he French Government 
in 1848, and was again a member of the 
National Defence Government formed in 1870- 187r. 
H e gained particula r renown as a defender of the 
Jewish cause (notably in the case of cc More Judako >>, 

a nd in the affair of the Jews of Damascus), and was 
the author of the famous decree which on October 24, 
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1870, conferred French citizenship on all Algerian Jews. 

A J ewish community was established at Montpellier 
in r r 2 r by a will made by William V. It was there 
that the famous Tibbon family resided in the XIIIth 
Century. This family was composed of astronomers, 
doctors, and writers as well as commentators of 
Biblical texts. One of the members of this illustrious 
family, Jacob ben Mahir, was appointed Regent of 
the Montpellier Un iversity in 1300. 

The famous Medical College of Montpellier, still 
well known throughout the world as a centre of medica l 
science, owes much of its ancient renown to the 
Jewish phys icia ns who taught there in the XII th and 
XIIIth Centuries. 

NARBONNE 
vVhen Charlemag·ne made Narbonne the capital of 

the Duche de Gothie, he divided it into three districts, 
« La Cite '" « Le B ourg '" and « La V£lleneuve ». 
The latter section was 1·eserved for Jews. 

The schools of Narbonne were most famous ; 
Benjamin de Tudele praised them highly in the XIIth 
Century. The work accomplished by the scholars of 
Narbonne has always enjoyed high respect. 

The town mus·eum contains many relics relating to 
Jews. The most remarkable of these is a s tone dating 
from the year 689. It bea rs several inscriptions in 
Italian, and one in H ebrew, and is the most ancient 
monu.ments of the Jews in France. That in itself 
should a ttract Jewish visitors. 

The curator of the Musee Archeologigue of Narbonne 
has been kind enough to give us the text and the 
translation of the VIIth Century Hebrew inscription 
carved in white marble (n ° 196 in the catalog), at the 
right of a seven-branch candelabrum. 

It reads as follows : 

« Jc reguiescunt in pace bene memori tres fili domini 
Paratori de filio condam domini Sapaudi id est Justus 
Matron a e t Dulciorella qui vixserunt Justus an nos 
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Narbonne Museum : The Narbonne Stone, engraved in the year 689. 

XXX Matrona annos XX Dulciorella annos VIIII 
obuerunt anno secondo domini Egicani regis. » 

The translation is : cc H ere rest in peace of beloved 
memory, three children of Parator, son of Sapaudus : 
] ustus , Matrona et Dulciorella ; Justus lived 30 years, 
Matrona 20 years, and Dulciorella 9 years. They di ed 
in the second year of the reig·n of king Egica. » 

The Jewish character of this tombstone is indicated 
by the three Hebrew words preceding the last line, 
which mean : cc P eace upon Israel. " 
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SOIJTH-WEST 

BAYONNE 
Archeologists had at one tim e thought that they had 

discove red t races of an ancient synagogue among the 
vestiges of Roma n ruins in the rue Saint-Augustin ; 
but this is only a hypothesis. 

The present community, which has existed at 
Bayonne ever since the XVIth Century, was founded in 
the Saint-Esprit quarter by Jews banned from Spain. 
and Portugal. These Jews carried on an extensive 
maritime trade with England, Belgium, Holland, 
Germany, Russia, a nd the French colonies in America. 
They built a big synagogue that has since disappeared. 
Their cemetery was a the top of the Colline du Fort. 
It was disaffected a t the end of the XVIIth Century, 
a nd the graves were transferred to the present cemetery 
of Saint-Etienne, no w 30:::> years old, and which well 
merits a visit. 

The Jewish community at Bayonne has preserved 
many ancient objects of Spanish origin, such as copper 
lamps, embroideries , the " schoulchan ,, (pulpit of the 
officiating minis ter), and above all an XVIIIth Century 
tabernacle that is most remarkable as a work of a rt. 

The city of Bayonne has reserved a room in the 
Basqui Museum for J ewish relics. 

In the immediate neig hborhood of Bayonne, at 
Bidache and Peyrehorade may still be seen vestiges 
of Jewish communities which have di sappeared. 

One should make it a point to see the Jewish 
cemetery at La Bastide-Clairance which is reached by 
passing through the Catholic cemetery. 
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BORDEAUX 
Jews have resided at Bordeaux from the Middle 

Ages, and, no doubt, even during the Gallo-Roman 
epoch. The rue J udalque owes its name to their 
presence in that part of the city and preserves their 
memory. 

The present community, however, dates from the 
XVIth Century and was founded by Spanish and 
Portuguese Jews as was that of Bayonne. Up to the 
XVIIIth Century these Jews ·were known as« Marans >>, 

or neo-Christians. Many of them retained the 
Christian faith and were the ancestors of well known 
Frenchmen, notably the great writer Montaigne. They 
carried on extensive commerce with America. During 
the Seven Years \Var, the Grad is, Bordeaux J ews, 
were among the most important sh ip-owners in the 
country, and were entrusted by Louis XV with 
such tasks as defending and supplying the Colonies, 
and chartering expeditions to Canada and to Santo 
Domingo. 

One should visit the old cemetery of the Portuguese 
Jews, as well as the city museum where many relics 
concerning Jews are preserved. 

The beautiful synagogue at 213, rue Sainte-Cathe­
rine was built towards the middle of last century. 

/ 
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