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PREIFACL

TiE following pages are an attempt ta reconstruct the
modern history of the Ashkenazi Community in London
on the basis of almost entirely ncw material, hidden
hitherto in volumes of Hebrew manuscripts. The period
dcalt with is comparatively recent. and may be regarded
by many as too rccent.  The idea that only earlier history
is worth reconstruction has taken hold of most of our
cminent Jewish scholars, and may account for the [lact
that the manuscripts used by me were not taken note of
belore.

The majority of these manuscripts are in the pos-
scssion of Mr. Flkan Nathan Adler, M.A., whose unique
collection of about 5,000 manuscripts has already furnished
matcrial for many important contributions to Jewish
literature. I owe him a debt of gratitude for allowing
me the unlimited use of his library, without which the
present volume could never have been written. The cssay
appcarcd originally in the Frwish Quaricrly Reviets (new
scries), and this accounts for Appendices I-IV being
printed between Chapters I and II. I have to thank the
learned Editor of the F.Q.R., Prof. Dr. Cyrus Adler,
President of Dropsie College and the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, for the publication in its present
form.

€. 1Dk
London,
Novenber 10, 1920,
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INTRODUCTION

TurE history of the various Jewish communitics, the
tales told about the numerous Kehillahs, forms as great
and as important a part of Jewish history as do the tales
of woe and persecuation of the Jews as a people, and as
the political history of the Jews, in their relation ta other
nations. Every community, be it large or small, has its
own history with its personalitics, scholars, bencfactors,
and-—cranks. It might be difficult to write the history of
a small non-Jewish community, but monographs on many
a small Kehillah with no more than 50 to 100 lamilies
have often been written and form a valuable part of Jewish
history.

The Ashkenazi community of London was at first a
small hebrah only, but very saon increased in numbers.
I.ondon, as the capital of the British LEmpire, as the centre
of the world's commerce, soon after the readmission of the
Jews in 1630, attracted many co-religionists from the
Continent. Although the first settlers were Sephardim,
we find a small Ashkenazi community as early as the year
1659. In 1675 the community had already developed so
far as to be able to elect a2 Rabbi in the person of the
learned R. Judah Loeb b. Ephraim Anschel, whao in 1705
became Rabbi of Rotterdam. (See ¥.H4.S.E. Transace.,

vol. I1I, p. 103.)
n.
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Most of the Ashkenazi scttiers of that time hailed from
Germany, only very few from Poland. The first Parnas of
the cengregation, Abraham, or R. Aberle, came (rom
Hamburg, and the first Rabbi of Duke's Place Synagogue,
Uri Phocbush Hart, at first opponent of R. Judah Loeb's
and afterwards his successor, was a native of Breslau and was
known as R. Phybush Bressler. He was in office from 1692
until 1552. His successor was Rabbi Zevi Hirschel Lewin.

Through the kindness of Mr. E. N, Adler 1 have been
enabled to obtain an insight into the spiritual life of the
Ashkenazi community under the guidance of Rabbi Zevi
Hirschel and his successor in office, David Tevele Schiff,
who was Rabbi of Duke’s Place Synagogue from 1563
until 1792. Ar. Adlerallowed me the use of his manuscripts,
Nos. 1160, 1248, and 2286 and others, MS. Adler 1248
contains, on 84 folio leaves, most of the discoursces which
Rabbi Zevi Hirschel Lewin, or as he was called in London
Hart Lyon, delivered during his tenure of office in London
in the years 1756-63. The first discourse is dated Sabbath
Reha'alotka 5517 (June 1757) and the last the Sabbath
preceding Passover (Sabbath Haggadol) 5523 (March
1763). MS. No. 1160 contains talmudic and other notes
by David Tevele Schiff, some of them having been written
in London. MS. 2286 is again the work of R. Zevi Hirsch.

I
RaBir1 HIRSCHEL LEWIN
as we shall call him for brevity's sake, and as he was
generally called in later life, was born in 1721 at Reisha
in Poland. He was the son of Rabbi Arych Locb (Loewen-
stamm), then Rabbi of that town. Rabbi Aryeh Loeb was
a descendant of great men. His father was Rabbi Saul of
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Cracow, and his grandfather was the famous Rabbi
Heschele Cracow, but the family traced their origin to
Rabbi Jacob Weil of Regensburg (flourished about 14353)
called Mahari Weil, to Rabbi Meir of Padva (Maharam
Padua, died November 1583), Solomon Luria (Maharshal,
died 1573), and even to the great Spanish statesman and
Hebrew scholar Deon Isaac Abrabanel (born 1437, died
1508). Rahbi Hirschet's father, R. Aryeh Loeb, was at
first Rabbi in Reisha, wherc he stifl lived in the year 1728.
Later he became Rabbi of Lemberg, then of Glogau and
lastly of Amsterdam. In 5734 he signs in Glogau an
approbation (nsohn) dated 17th of Sivan, 5494, to the
Talmud cdition printed at Frankfort and Berlin. On the
New Moon of the month of Tammuz, 5400 = July 1740,
he received the call to Amsterdam,

Boubt has been expressed by various historians as to
whether Rabbi Arych ever officiated in Lemberg. Landshut
in his history of the Berlin Rabbis (p. 71) devotes a whole
page to the task of solving this mystery. In the approba-
tion to the Talmud edition just mentioned, he refers to
himself as Rabbi clect of Lemberg. There being then
no other proofs known of his ever having filled the office
in Lemberg, Landshut, having no evidence, ventures the
opinion that he was only elected to the office, but never
actually officiated therc (gp. cit, p. 72). Dembitzer, in
his excellent work on the Rabbis of Lemberg, entitled
Kelitat Fofi (Cracow, 1888), I, B3 a (without referring to
Landshut's worlk), is of the opinion that R. Aryeh Loeb was
at one and the same Uine Rabbi of Glogan and of Lemberg.
According to Dembitzer he lived sometimes in the one
town, somctimes in the other. We need only look at the

map and measure the distance between these two places
L2
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to becomne at once convinced how improbable such a theory
is. The journey by coach must have taken several weeks.
We are now in a position to discard both these theorics.
MS. Adler 2286 is a scholar’s note-book (a so-called
‘Torah book’) by Zevi Hirsch written in Glogau, and
commenced in the year 1737. The title of this manuscript
tells us that Rabbi Hirschel, who was then studying under
his father, made these notes in order to keep a record of all
the new points raised by his father in his talmudical lectures
delivered at his Yeshibah (College). He styles his father
225 p"pr van pranb An mem anby p7pT Tan 1 25 e )
na0) * R. Arych Loeb Rabbi of Glogauw, who zvas formerly
Rabbi of Lemberg’ (sce, however, A egillat Sefer, p. 67).
This lecaves no doubt that for some time he was actually
Rabbi of the latter congregation.

Rabbi Aryeh Loeb is described as ane of the most
humble men that cver lived. Of a quiet disposition and
saintly life, worldly goods had no value for him., e
never said a word which he did not mean ; strict as regards
himself he was very lenient and most tolerant to others.
Only on one point did he admit of no compromise, and
that was in his unrelenting opposition to the adherents of
the pseudo-Messiah Sabbatai Zevi. He sided with Jacob
Emden, who was his brother-in-taw, in the latter’s quarrel
with R. Jonathan Eybeschutz. Many members of his
family (his father R. Saul and his grandfather R. Heschel)
had already before him actively combated the spreading
of the sect of ' Shebsen' (as the adherents of Sabbatai Zevi
were called). Many of the lesters which he wrote against
Eybeschiitz are printed in Emden's works (Hifabknt, Sefat
Emet, &c.).

Rabbi Arych Locb's wifc was Miryam (died in
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Amsterdam, 17th of Tammuz, 1753), daughter of the
famous Haham Zevi, Rabbi of the combined congregaticns,
Hamburg. Altona, and Wandsbeck, later of Amsterdam
and Lemberg (where he died on Monday, 1st of Iyyar,
1718), who likewise came from a family of great scholars.
(Sce Appendix L)

Born of such parents, it is no wonder that R. Hirschel
Lewin was, from his earliest childhood, brought up in a
rcligious atmosphere, taught to love his people and their
tradition, and he soon became an eminent scholar. The
education of Jewish children in those days cansisted mainly
of Hebrew. From the age of five the child was taught
Hebrew, from morning to night, and Hebrew only. Not
infrequently many boys of twelve or thirteen years of age
had mastcred a considerable part of the Talmud., Of a
similar nature was Hirschel Lewin’s carly training, with the
exception, that in addition to the Talmud, be was taught
also Hebrew grammar, a very exceptional thing in those
days. The NS, Adler No. 2286 was begun by him when
he was only sixteen years old and gives proof that even
then he was a master of Hebrew style, possessed of a clear
head and had quite original ideas. We do not hear about
him again until many years later. The first letter which
we posscss from him (Landshut, p. 72) is dated 1731,
written when he was a private scholar in Glogau. This
letter refers to the Emden-Eybeschiitz controversy and is
addressed to his brother Saul, then Rabbi of Dubno (later
in Amsterdam). It appeared in the booklet, Sefaz Zimez,
of his uncle Jacob Einden (p. 22a). Having married
Golde, daughter of David Tevele Cohen, Parnas in Glogau
(died on the gth of Tishri, 551 = 1751; see Zevi Lassadik,
p. 175, note 20), he scttled there and continued his studies
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under Rabbi Lemmil Levi, Chief Rabbi of that town. At
the instigation of this teacher he wrote another letter to his
father R. Aryeh Loaeb, intimating that LEybeschiitz was
tired of the endless strife with Emden, and was willing to
give an undertaking not to write any mare charms or
amulets (printed in Zdnt Beja'akob, p. 592). Rabbi Aryeh
Loeb sent this letter to his brother-in-law Jacob Emden,
who replied in a bitter spirit. ‘' He was disappointed in
R. Hirschel’, he writes, ‘ whom he had cstimated to be a
man of strong will and character, and in that opinion had
asked him to be his messenger to the Rabbis of Poland
and win them over to his side. Instead of this he turned
conciliator, but there can be no conciliation with the evildoer
Eybeschiitz.  *Keep away from his net”’, he ends up.
{Emden’s letter is dated the 25th Adar, 5513 = 1753, and
is printed in Edut Beja'akod, p. 59b.)

It is nearly certain that he lived in Glogau for several
years. When in 1756 the Rabbinate of the Ashkenazi
congregation in London became vacant, R. Hirschel had
already won fame as an eminent scholar, a great Hebrew
linguist and also as one who had some knowledge of sccular
subjects. He was elected to the vacant office in the same
ycar. He had received an offer, shertly before his election,
to become Rabbi of Dubno in succession to his brother
Saul, who had been appointed to succeed his father
R. Aryeh Loeb (died 7th day of Passover, 1755, at the
age of 64; see Landshut, pp. 72 and 118) as Rabbi in
Amsterdam. The conditions were that he should pay the
government fees, which had to be paid in Poland on the
election of every Rabbi, and to provide a house for himself.
He refused, probably because he had already received the
call to London.
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Rabbi Zevi Firsch in Londos.

Rabbi Hirschel was Rabbi in London from the end
of the yecar 1756 until the 1st of Sivan, 1564, about
eight years.? It was during the Seven Years’ War, when
the political conditions of Kurope were totally different to
what they are to-day. England was the ally of Prussia
and had to fight against France, Russia, and Austria. The
year 1756 was an cspecially critical one for England. The
Duke of Newcastle, who had followed his brother Henry
Pelharn as Prime Minister, began the war with only three
regiments fit for service, LEngland suffered in that year
not only defeats by the French in Minorca, losing Port
Mahon, but also in America the English arms were far
from victorious. Part of the English TFleet was destroyed
and a despondency without parallel took possession of the
population.  Chesterfield cried in despair, ' We are no
longer a Nation

Under such external conditions R. Hirschel entered
office. The first sermon which we possess from him was
delivered at an Intercession Service? ordered by the King,

' 1t is not quite clear as to when he entered vpon his dulies. Jaceb
Kimhi in his &0 :'IBN:-.‘) {p. 7) states that hec was clected at the beginning
of the year 5517 (September or October 1756), and signs a letter to him
dated : = Sidra Noah (= November) s517. The date of this letter

seems heyond qucslion, the letters giving the same being printed in large
type. QOn the other hand, in an approbation to the beok MM PIAB

{Amsterdam, 1765, sce Benjacob, Ozar Hasefarinu, p. 288, No. 339), Rabbi
Hirschel states that he wrote it at the Hague on Manday the zath aof Elul,
5517, on his way to take up hisduties in London. This cannot be right, and
must have been a mistake of the printer (the book having been printed cight
years later), who very likely printed the wrong letters in Jarge type. There
can now be no doubt as 1o Kimhi's date being the correct one, as sve possess
in MS. Adler, No, 2248, a sermon delivered in London on 11‘!151,‘-12 nae

= May 1757 {p. 3).
? The manuscript contains four sermons given at Intercession Scrvices
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and was held on Sabbath Beha'alotka 3317 = abant June
1757. (MS. Adler 1248° p. 3a.) He remarked in that
discourse: ‘The fact that the king had commanded a
special service is a proof that he does not rely on his own |
strength alone, but prays for the help of God ', lle reminds
his congregation that they live in a country where Israel
is treated with kindness and where they cnjoy liberty.
This was said at a time when, in Germany, Jews were
required to pay, not only extra war-taxes in money, but
had to give up all boxes, watches, and rings, made of gold
or silver. If a tax was not paid, the community had to
give hostages, and the lot of the German Jews of those
days was, accordingly, not an enviable onc.! ‘We Jcws’,
continues R. Hirschel, ‘can help the King as much with
our prayers as by joining the Army’—an opinion very much
questioned nowadays. In another discourse, ' by command
of the King’, referring to some victory, he says: ‘The
King does not attribute victory to his own arnms but to the
help of God. We Jews have double reason to be thankful
for the victory, as the King's peace will mean peace for us’.
‘by Command of the King': (1) on pp. 2aa-2b; (a) pp. ar a-a2b;
(3) pp. 232-243; (4] 34a-3a7b, all of the ycar 5520 =~ 1759-60. An
Intercession Service swas held in the Sephardi Synagague on Feb. 6, 1756
(see Gaster : Hislory of the Ancient Synagognue Bevis Marks, p. *37), when

Haham Isaac Nielo preached 1he sermon. (Published in Spanish, London :
Richard Reily, 1756.)

3 MS. Adler r24B consists of ninety-one lalia leaves, numbered recto anly.
Fol. 1 is a fly-leaf, fol. 2 cootains short noles on various talmudical subjects.
Fol. 3a begins with : 87y qpun ov5 ©An Jmbyna ‘s A3 w7 1Ind A
995 N'opn R} ‘15DH N»Y. This manuscript belonged to Mr. Adler's
father, the late Chicl Rabbi, Nathan M. Adler, and was sent to him as
a Purim present by the Dayan R. Aaron, sonef R. ]. of Lissa. We find on
the first fly-leaf the dedication: 1"DYA 2D '\1335 ﬂﬁ\'?lb' N nmn
XYL A3 AR 127N T3P PRD.

{ See Barbeck, Gesch. d. Juden in Niirnberg und Firth, p. 84.
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He deals with the question as to whether we are allowed
to rejoice at the news of a great victory, which has involved
the loss of so many thousands of precious lives. He rcfers
also to the rise in the price of foodstuffs and to the bad
economic conditions of the country. The poor especially
suffered through the war, as the rich people selfishly com-
plained of the sacrifices they had to make, and he pleaded
earnestly for the support of the poor. He mentions also
that nearly every kingdom in the world was at war.
Interesting in this discourse is his reference to Aristotle
(N3 203 1wk 3n3) who said: ¢ War is a hateful thing
in itself. It brings death to many, distress to more, but
when it is over and has brought peace and victory to a
land it becomes a laudable achievement. Often, apparently
trifling events cause war, so that it is difficult to understand
how sane people should risk lifc and honour and fortune
for such issues. Only the monarchs and the leaders of
the peoples know the real reasons that cause wars—invariably
it is the hope to enhance the renown of their countries ;
it is the prestige for which they are all fighting. “As the
Macrocosmos, the world, so is Man, the Microcosmos.”’
R. Hirschel continues, * we must wage war cven on our
smallest sing, because if we do not curb them in time they
will overmaster us and self-victory will be more difficuit.
Men and nations must fight for self-respect and wage war
against everything that threatens to reduce them to a lower
level of morality'. These are Rabbi Hirschel's words in
these critical days—great words of a great mind. In the
further course of this sermon he speaks to his congregants
as the Rabbi who is anxious for the strict observance of
the religious ceremonies. ‘I warn you against the small
sins you have fallen victims to. The shaving of the beard,
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a non-Jewish custom, strictly and repeatedly forbidden in
our Torah ; immaerality among young people, the disregard
of the laws of purity (">ar '37), the desccration of the
Sabbath;? thesc are all very important, but you regard them
as minor matters, not realizing that they are the pillars on
which Judaism stands. You direct a non-Jewish servant
to light the firc, to make fresh tea or coffee on Sabhbath.
Do not forget that the punishment for this sin is that firc
breaks out in your houses, according to the saying of the
Talmud,® *“ Fircbrands happen, where people desecrate the
Sabbath day.” Jerusalem was burnt on account of that
sin (MS. A. 1248, p. 26). People carry things on the day
of rest even outside the city boundaries, likewise a trans-
gression of an important commandment.” The disregarding
of the Jaws of purity brings the punishment of death by
water upon you.' He says further, * See what happened at
Portsmouth, the punishment that came upon our brethien
there through the waters. Because they disregarded the
laws of purity, so many wives became widows, so many

& Desecratian of Sabball is mentioned in the manuscript, on pages 12 b,
22a, ¢1b, 622, and 93a.

¢ See Talmud b, Shabbat r19a.

T The carrying of anything whatsoever on Sabbath day outside ene's
own house and precincts is strictly furbidden according to Jer. 17. 21-2.
The Rabbis allowed 10 make an Erub = 2¥7'Y; which literally means
mixing, and is done in the following manner. Two poles are fixed at the
entrance ta a sirect or pumber af strects connecled with wire on op, like
telegraph lines, and the arca thus closed in was *mixed * into one caurt.
Within the baundaries thus marked it is allowed 10 carry things which may
be handled on Sabbath, The City of London seems to have had such
Erubim, or was regarded as mixed arca, its boundaries being closed by the
City bars. Rabbi Hirschel complaina that people of his time already
disregarded this religious rule and carried articles outside the City. He
says: N'wob hals} Dan 8D DWREY an3 AN MmN ™Y M
NN ot PR DWpra.
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children are now orphans. All this should be a warning to
us to fight the enemy within us, the evil spirit (372 "W).
He concludes with a prayer for King and Country,
beseeching that England's victory may be followed by
everlasting peace all aver the world.

The incident of the drowning at Portsmouth to which
he referred, happened on the second day of Adar I, 5518
(1758). We find an account of it in the Minute-book of
the congregation (p. 7). (Paper by the Rev. 1. S. Meisels
in Fewisk Hist. Soc. Transactions, vol. VI, p. 124.) The
record says, ‘ Eleven mcmbers of the congregation. young
and old, lost their lives by drowning ; the circumstances
arc not stated’. In memory of this disaster a Flazkarah
{memorial-prayer), mentioning the names of the lost, is
recited four times a ycar in the Synagogue at Portsmouth.

The sermons that follow generally open with a talmudical
discourse. which must have lasted about one hour and a
half, and continue with a sometimes equally long moral
haggadic lecture. It was, in those days, a regular thing
that the Rabbi, who only preached two or three times a
year, gave on these occasions sermons of three, sometimes
four, hours’ duration. The people mostly had a fair
knowledge of Hebrew and nearly all could follow a
midrashic interpretation, a " Waortchen ' as it was called.
To support one moral teaching thc Rabbi would usc two
or three such Wartchen, linked one into the other, which
were a kind of intellectual gymnastics, keeping the intercst
of the listeners alive. Although the Rabbi had no obliga-
tion to preach more than three or four times, sometimes
even only twice, a year—if he was as good and ecloguent
an orator as our Rabbi Hirschel, he preached more often.
The gap was filled by travelling preachers, called Maggiaifn',.'
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who used to travel from congregation to congregation,
generally during the winter months, delivering sermons.
There seem to have been such preachers in London, too,
as Rabbi Hirschel rcfers to them in one of his discourses
(MS. A. 1248, p. 442a).

The Ashkenazi congregation was at the time of his
tenurc of office already fairly organized, apparently on the
same principle as most of the continental communities of
the time. Apart from giving decisions in ritual questions
and preaching, the Rabbi's duties consisted in performing
the ceremonies at weddings, halizah, and divorce cases.
His chief duty was to study the Talmud and its com-
mentaries and to spread this knowledge. A Rabbi’s
reputation and authority depended not so much upon what
he actually did for the congregation as upon his fame as
a great scholar, and the esteemn in which he was hcld
by Jewry at large. R. Hirschel had, as we have said,
the rcputation of being an eminent scholar, nevertheless
he bad the interest of his congregants also at hcart.
Although most of his time was spent in the study, he
scemed to be well acquainted with cverything that was
going on in the community.

The London Jews of his time appear to have rapidly
become Anglicized. They dressed like the Gentiles, shaved
their beards; the ladies wore décaolleté dresses. They asso-
ciated with the English pcople, ate at their houses, and even
went so far as to keep the Christian feasts to the neglect of
their own. Christmas puddings seem to have been much
favoured, and mixed marriages were not infrequent® They
visited theatres and operas. There were coffec-houses

® Pages gb and 354.
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which becamc meeting-places for card-players.® Apostates,
however, were rare, becausc, as hc says in a sermon, held
on the 1oth of Tebket, 5518, ‘in this Country everybody
can do publicly what his hcart desires’ (p. 4a). He raises
his voice fearlessly against all these transgressions. FHis
warning against mixced marriages was in the following
strain: ‘ The children of a non-Jewish wife are sure to
become Chiristians, and, although the non-Jews of our days
cannot be regarded as heathens, still they are in the
category of “ Ger toshab 719 (azhn M), are outside the Cove-
nant of Abraham and have not taken upon themselves the
observation of the Torah and its precepts (Mizwot). To
marry a non-Jewish woman is, therefore, tantamount to

abandoning the faith, even if she should become a Jewess.'

Festivals.

The laws of Passover, Sukkah, the dietary laws, were
not observed in the proper manner. Referring to Sukkah
he says, ‘ This precept commands us to cat and to drink,
to live and to slecep in the Sukkah., God knows that
I always cndeavoured in my younger days to fulfl this
Mizwah in its proper manner, and [ was not satisfied until
I succeeded in having a large room, beautifully furnished,
adapted for the purpose. There I lived during the whole
seven days of the festival.  Now, my soul grieves that here
I cannot (ulfil this commandment as I ought to and as
I used to do. The bulk of the pcople (by i) go into
the Sukkalh, say the blessing but do not eat cven a morsel
of bread (n') there, and go hame to have their meal onstside

? Pages 6ga, 73a. Card-playing was apparently very fcequent, he

mentions it ofien. sce pp. 1gb, 24 b, 33b, 73 0.
0 Literally : a settled stranger.
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the Sukkah. What blasphemy! They not only do not
keep the precept, but say a blessing in vain {(MS. A., p. 352).
They say,“ God has commanded us to dwel/ in the Sukkal,”
and, as soon as they have said this, they go and transgress
the command. The same applies to the Etrog; they pay
a good price for it, and very often in their ignorance do
not even examine whether one or more of the four plants
arc not unfit for use (»os).

Concerning Sabbath he has also several other grievances
to report. Apart from the already mentioncd points, in
connexion with the kindling of fire (see above, p. 112), he
complains that sometimes even cooking itself is done. and
that gencrally the Sabbath is not observed as the * Holy
day’ it ought to be, ‘If you are thus kecping the holy
day ', he exclaims, after having reproached them for various
failings. ‘by doing things which even the Gentiles do nat
do on Sundays, I ask you, “ Why do you comc to the
House of God?" God knows how tired I am of my life,
-when I see all your doings: I am even afraid to hear what,
I am told, is happening publicly, let alonc of how you
desecrate the Sabbath-day in private’ He mentions
among other things that pcople have their letters opened
in {ront of the Post Office on Sabbath. *‘Although this is
not forbidden’, he says, ‘I have heard that it is a scandal
(oen Sb'n) in the eyes of the Gentiles” What this means
is not quite clear. It cannot refer to tearing the lctters
open, as he says, ‘it is not forbidden'. 1 am inclined
to think that many people gathered before the Post Office
on Sabbath meornings and asked non-Jews to open their
letters. The large gathering may have become a nnisance
to the general public.

Fearlessly he raises his voice against all disobedience
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to the law. ‘Day by day’, he says, ‘we can see with ocur
own eyces the decay of our people.  We sin and act against
the law of God ; all our endcavours are to associate with
the Gentiles and to be like them. That is the chief source
of all cur failings. Sece, the women wear wigs (231 mno) U
and the young oncs go even further and wear décolleté
dresses open two spans low in front and back (Dwrmy s
ovmep ommOm onzbm), see pp. 12 b, 19a, 33a, 622, 704,
and 70 b). Their whole aim is, not to appear like daughters
of Isracl (p.16b). On the one side we claim with pride that
we arc as good as any of our ncighbours. We sce that they
live happily, that their commerce dominates the world, and
we want to be like them, dress as they dress, talk as they
talk, and want to make cverybody forget that we are Jews.
But, on the other hand, we are too modest and say: We
are nol better beforec God than the Gentiles, we all come
from the same stock, are all descendants of Noah’s three
sons, and need not keep more than the seven precepts which
the sons of Noah are obligated to observe. Know you
that ideas like these are the ruin of Judaism? IWe must
be conscious that we are the chosen people of God, the
kingdom of Priests, and behave as it behoves “Israel ”, the
Princes of the Almighty. Reverse the order! DBe modest
in your personal ambitions, be content with the material
advantages you enjoy in this country, but be not modest
with your faith. Sec where these thoughts lead you to,
and how we live here. We dress on non-Jewish holidays
better than on our own flestivals; the Christrnas pudding
which the Christians prepare in memory of the Apostles

11 Parhon, the grammarian of the twelfth century, has alresdy the same

grievances, See his lexicon P NOanw, Posonii, 1844, p. 57, s. v. QY.
Sec also Zunz, Riins, p. 4.
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is more favoured than the Mazzoth. Even the children
call the non-Jewish feasts " Holy ™ days and do not seem
to know that our heoly day is the Sabbath. Socon they will
come to regard the “ Habdalah " service (ceremony at the

conclusion of Sabbath) as a sign for the beginning of the
Sabbath.’

Communal Organization.

The enly institutions the community apparently possessed
were the Synagogues. Rabbi Hirschel does once mention
in a sermon the Yeshibot. but only to state that they are
vanishing. There was no hospital, and no schools were
maintained by the congregation. The Rabbi bad a Bet-
Hamidrash in his own house, where he also held divine
services. It appears that some onc reproached him once
for not coming frequently to Synagogue, and his answer
was given in a discourse (p. yoa) in which he appeals for
more frequent aitendance of the Synagogue. ‘Then as an
excuse for not coming to Synagogue you quote the text:
‘1t is vain for you to rise up early, because you sit np late ”
{Ps. 127. 1), and my answer to you is likewise with the
words of the Psalmist: (Ps. 1g. 12: £pea £A3 an 172y o
31 app) “ My servant is warned by them, and they watch
the heel of the great™ (which is a witty translation instead
of the literal meaning of the text; *in observing them there
is great reward”). The people (2Y wn) indeed laok at
(21 2pp) the heel of the Rav, how he walks and where he
goes. | know full well that many criticize me for not
coming to Synagogue, although I am certain that my
coming would not increase the number of Synagogue-
goers. “ They stood each at the doors of their tcnts
and looked after Moses™ (Exod. 33. 8), can be equally



RABBI HIRSCHEL LEWIN 17

applied to myself, but 1 tell you: Do not judge me, you
who sit in the cvenings in beer-houses and music-halls,
who sleep in the morning and do not come to the House
of the Lord, and then say that you stay away because
you follow my cxample. My conscience is quite clear;
I pray to God in my RBet-Hamidrash, a place designed
to the Glory of God. I do not sleep, but pray with a
congregation of ten, at the same time as the service in
the Synagogue is being held, so that T {ulfil all the require-
ments of the Law. I would, nevertheless, go to Synagogue
(Mays 1133 o) out of respect for the congregation, but for
my weak state of health. The congregation knows that
not the desire for sleep keeps me away, but the physical
impossibility of attending.’ In another sermon (p- 35a) he
refers again to Synagogue-attendance, and protests against
people who had contracted mixed marriages having the
audacity to demand being called up to the Torah.

The decorum in the Synagogue cannot have been above
reproach. People gossiped during the Service (24 b).
*Within the Synagogue all secm to be friends and have
confidential news to tell one another, but outside disunion
reigns among the members® (p. 12a). He attributes the
cause of disunion te the desire to be more than one's
neighbour, and to false pride.

We find also a reference to the Shehitah. The
Shohetim were often irreligious and he feels helpless
against this evil: ‘The Shohetim are devoid of Mizwot
and ignorant, and what can the Rav do?’ are his words
(30 WYY A MYEn jp DTE B onbw oome, p. 12 b).
* The former times were better than thesec. See how many
haspitals and houscs for the poor were built and maintained,
and here, with us, not one such institution is to be found.

D. C
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If any one does support a poor man ar a poor official, they
would like him to behave as if he were their slave and not
like the man of self-respect that he was in former days.
(Very likely a personal note.) Try and imitatc the Gentiles
in this! See how many houses for the poor they have
built and surrounded with beautiful gardens. They have
houses for learning, called Academies, where anybody who
has a thirst for knowledge can go and study, all his wants
being provided for; but we do not posscss cven one
single Bet-Hamidrash. Look at our brethren the Sephar-
dim (p. 19 b), they have a Bet-Hamidrash and support
several scholars. Although this support is small and they
have to find additional means of livelihood, nevertheless
the congregation is doing its best and deserves praise
for it. [Especially lavdable are they as many Ba'ale
Batim (householders) also take part in the Shiur (Portion
of study). We, the Ashkenazim, have ncither a place
where to learn, nor where to teach, and the " kindness of
Gentiles” thus becomes our destruction, for we are too well
treated and so forget our Torah.! The Gentiles, he says on
another occasion (Intercession Service held in 1759, p. 24 b),
are versed in the whole twenty-four books of the Bible, but
our people are so ignorant that they can really recite all
they know while standing on ane foot.)? They waste their
time in coffee-houses and clubs playing cards, instead of
devoting some hours, when free from business, to the study
of the Torah. It is done in other congregations not far
from us, e.g. in Amsterdam. ‘It were better if you would

11 Referring to Talm. B. Shabbat, p. 31 a + Hillel was asked by a heathen
to teach him the whole Torah while he was standing on one foot, Hillel
answered him: ‘Do not do to your neighbour what you would not like

yaurse)f'; that is the whole Torah, everything else is only the commenlary,
go and study’,
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read at least secular books instead of playing cards.''® In
another sermon {p. 18b) we find again bitter complaints
of the necglect to teach Torzh to children and young
people. ‘The Yeshibot are going from bad to worse and
the children, while they are quite young are, first of all,
taught by their parents the English language and customs,
and when they grow older they do not want to learn
Hebrew. Thus it happens that when an old scholar dies,
there is nobody to take his place. In olden times the
saying of Fcclesiastes (1. 5) “ The sun arises, the sun goes
down ™ was true, for when the sun of one Rabbi went under,
another onc arosc and gave light to Isracl. We find that
on the day Rabbi Akiba dicd Rabbi judah Hanasi was
born. In these times when a scholar departs from this life
he is lost for ever to Judaism, there are no young men to
replace him, and thus the succession of scholars in Israel
is broken. All this is the result of cur mixing among
the Gentifes and of the desire to be like them.’

Historical Notes.

[n connexion with this expaosition he mentions, as was
customary in Memorial orations, the loss of Rabbis who
had died within that yecar (1757-8). Their names are :
{1) Moses Lwow Rabbi in Nikolsburg ;* (2) Abraham Moller

1 mnnbs Ses Bpa Mapd m 85, see A, p. aga.

14"y p"p1 9¥axr 2125 A A1 p, Moses Aaron Lemberger known
nlso as Mases Lwaw was first Rabbi in Leipnik, afterwards in Berlin, and
lastly Landrabbiner of Moravia in Nikolsburg, where he died 17th Tebet,
5518, 26th Dec., 1757. See Feuchtwang in Kaufmsqrun-Gedenkbuch, p. 378,
and Landshut, ap, o2, 23.

C 2
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of Bamberg;!® (3) Wolf Rabbi of Friedberg;!® {4) Meir
of Hannover ;' {(5) Abraham Rabbi of Emden;'® (6) Leb
of Heitzfeld ;  (7) Jacob of Greditz (Graetz) ;2 (§) Isaac
of Hanau ;# (9) Akiba Eger Rabbi of Pressburg;? and
{10) Zevi Hirsch of Hildesheim.?? In another Hesped

(Memorial Service) held on the 15th of Tammuz, 5522 =

1762 {p. 71a) he mentions the death of his reclative

‘the Rabbi of Berlin', referring to David Fraenkel*
Mendelssobn's tcacher; the Rabbi of Fuerth? likcwise

E 3YIBN P'PI 178 TONE DI 27D, Sece Kaufmann, DPID

M2 pp, 5]) "2, vol. VIL p. 27, He was farmerly Rabbi of
QOettingen,

Sce his approbation to Baruk b. Elkana’s D=0 A3,
Fiirth, 1953.

B 3272 PP 17aR At M.

a3 PP 17aR TRD A°M. See Emden, Megillat Scfer, p. 144
and D. Kaufmann in Mosatsschrif?, 1Bg6, pp. 220 and 274.

'Ry PP 17aN oAmaN AW

1 pbysywa p%p5 1an 2% nMn.
feld near Warzburg in Bavaria.

20 Jacob of Greditz = "3I¥1) PP 7AN Py "™ was the =on of
R, Hirsch of Pintschow and became Rabbi of Glogau.
of Rabbi Dr. Kaempl of Prague.
in Edit Beja’akod, p. 59a.

2 Napn PP TR PN .

Heitafcld or Hatzfeld is Heidings-

He was an ancestor
See Landshut, op. af., p. 95 and Emden

2 370DYND PP 173N N X2PY A, Akiba Eger the Elder was
Rabbi of Pressburg, died 15th of September, t157 (and not, as Zunz, Mowats-
fage, has it, in 1746). He was author of the wark 3isinat de R, Akila,
See Auerbach, Gesch. d. Juden st Halberstad?.

= penpyIN PUPR 1TaN @ YAy afn.

] 5\5'1: PP 198”3 "N, David Fraenkel was a teacher of the
Philosopher, Soloman Maiman, and author of the work A7y {379, a comn-
mentary on the Falest, Talmud (seec Kayserling, Moses Mendelssolnt), He
was at first Rabbi in Dessau, and became Rosh-Beth-Din in Berlin op the
14th Ab, 1743, and died, §5 yeara ald, en 12 Nisan, 1762.

® Died, 8z years old, on May 21, 176a. He was formerly Rabbi in

Holleschau and Worms, and was born in Frankfurt, ca. 168r. Sce
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without mentioning his name, referring to David Strauss
of Frankfurt, and Rabbi Moses Rapp,* Dayan of Frankfurt-
on-the-Main,

There are only two other historical references in this
volume of sermons. The one is the mention of the Jews
who were drowned at Portsmounth, of which we have already
spoken, and the other is an appeal for the congregation of
Jungbunzlau in Bohemia (xboma), where the Synagogue
was destroyced by fire (Discourse on Sabbath Teshubah,
5322, p- 73)-

The necglect of the Torah studies scems to have been
his chief gricvance against the London community. It
occurs many times in the MS,, but the follawing is, I think,
worth quoting, ‘Instead of gathering in the houses of
learning people go to operas, plays, concerts, and clubs.®”
Thereis no respect for learning and learned men, Why then
shouid a boy be anxious to study the Law? He cannot
yet grasp the meaning of Olam Habba (namely, that by
studying Torah he fulfils a divine command for which he
will reccive reward in the world to come), what other
attraction could a child have than the wish to become a Rav,
a great and honoured man? If, however, the men of Torah
are not held in respect the child, naturally, has no wish to
study, and thus the Torah is forgotten. Our Sages in
the Mishnah say: “ Raise up many disciples” {Abot
c. 1, Mishnah 1). I was not able to follow this rule
in your congregation. I have no pupils, not even a cal-

L. Laewenstein, Jalvd, d. Lit. Ges. Fraukfuri, val. VI, 1908-9, p. 187
Barbeck, Geschichte der Jreden in Nitruberg vt Fiirth, p. 64.

WA BB PUPY 271 AENT A N7W S0 MM, died 27 Adar,
1763 ; see Hurowitz, Frandf. Grab., p. 338.

a2 JNsp'J D‘lDDJ\Pg !)595 912;&5. Sec also MS. A., pp. 6ga and 73a
for similar expressions.
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league (7an) with whom I could pursue my studics. Even
the learned men in the community fail to train their
children in the study of the Torah. I had one pupil,
and that was my son (R. Saul), but I had to send him
away to another country. There he found his helpmate
(wife), and T have found no other pupil since (p. 41 a).’
*When God showed me the way to this congregation’, he
says in 1762, ' which elccted me to serve them in the name
of the Lord, T came with the scroll of the Law to you, to
propound His teachings among you, and that is my work
which [ carry on my shoulders. I established a Ycshibah
but have not succeeded with it. What is left to me now
but my voice “to publish righteousness in the great congre-
gation” (Ps. y4o. 10)? See, I have not clesed my lips, bad
no [ear of anybody, have done nothing with the objcct
of finding favour in the eyes of anybody, or in order to
gain pecuniary advantage. To God alone do I look for
help, and have never made gold my idol. Thanks to the
Almighty I possess enough of gold and silver, but do not

think that [ acquired it here. God knows, one cannot

become rich from a Rabbinate ; all one acquires from the
holy service can virtnally be carried on one shoulder.’ 28
His one desirc was to kecp the flame of knowledge
alive; to that he devoted all his energy, but to the end
of his days he never liked the office of Rabbi. He con-
sidered it a bitter path, a bread of misery, and expresses
this feeling in a2 Hebrew poem written in later life: * O God !
From Thy hand alone 1 ask for the portion of my inheri-
tance (Ps. 16. 5), be it large or small. [ shall thank Thee
for an olive-leal even, but do not let me fal} into the hand

2 \%er Anaa omby wMpa nay ' (Num. 7, 9).
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of man' (See Hawmmagid, 1870, p. 125, and Landshut,
p. 109.)

In London he did not find the field where his work
would bear fruit: *The pillars of the Torah totter, very
few are the students of the Law who desire to rise to
a higher standard, and these few are scattered into the
different distant parts of the town, live therefore a lonely
life and cannot profit from one another. There are no
Talmud-Torahs for children, and what will be the future
of Judaisin if this state of affairs continues? See what is
being done in nearly cvery congregation, large or small, in
Germany. Are they larger than yours or richer than you?
And yet how many Synagogtics and Bate Midrashim have
they founded to the Glory of God, as a sign that Judaism
is eternal and will never become extinct (62 b).’

He urged for co-operation with the Sephardi com-
munity (pp. 7 and 17a). The Passover lamb, he says, had
to be caten in separate unions (1M13n), but for its preparation
all Israel entered at one door; so should we, too, even though
we be two distinct congregations, in matters that concern
all Jewry, co-operate and act together.

In many instances he comhines reflections of a rcligious-
philosophical naturc with his moral teachings. Already
in those days there were people in London, who disregarded
the Jewish religious ceremonics. He was a clear thinker,
and had a profound knowledge of Maimuni’'s Guide of the
Perplexed, rom which he took most of his philasophical
arguments, and made cffective use of them in combating
the views of the half-educated Jew of the day (cited on
pPp- 43, 31b, 32b, 33a, 39b). 'By studying philosophy
in a superficial manner people became unbelievers. After
reading three or four pages of a philosophical book they
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think they have found more wisdom than is to be found in
all the folios of both the Talmuds’ (p. 15b). Maimonides
and Bahya said that the chief precept of Judaism was
to arrive at the belief in God by means of intellectual
contemplation.” Others argued against this view, holding
that it is better to believe without trying to understand.
Belief is called in Hebrew ‘Emunah’=trust. As no
human mind can attain to wnderstand God, those who
think they have reached that standard are only deceiving
themselves. What they really have achieved is, that they
believe in themselves, in the great power of their own mind
{p. 333). We Jews have to believe in the Torah and its
precepts as revealed to us by Ged and as handed down to
us in the oral tradition. Human beings can never succeed
in understanding God’s Being. Maimonides, who considcred
that the highest human perfection Jay in truly grasping the
essence of God's Being, did not mean this literally but
only said it as an apology against aggressions by the religious
thinkers of other nations. He also tried to give reasons for
all the Mizvot, but he failed. More true is the view of our
Rabbis, that mankind reaches the understanding of God
only when the body parts from the soul. The thirteen
articles of the creed are supposed to embody every precept
of the Torah. All the 615 Mizvot are only the means for the
attainment of the belief contained in these articles. If that
were so, why should not people say: ‘I believe in all these
“ Tkkarim * (articles of creed), will say them every day, and
then I need not do anything else, as all the other precepts
are only intended to bring man to the belief in God and to
prevent him from being anidolater’. This argument would
be quite in accordance with the teaching of Maimonides,

# Sec Maimonides, Morch, 11, 33.
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and shows at once the fallacy of his doctriue. that the thirteen
articles contain the essence of Jewish religion. R. Hirschel
comes to the conclusion that all precepts are of divine
origin and all equally impartant. They are not only means
to an end or a prcvcntive apainst idol worship, but are
in themselves a safeguard against the wickedness of man-
kind. The Mizvot are holy because their intention is to
make us holy and bring us nearer to God. WMan cannot
decide which precept is important and which is not. For
this reason it happens that people who by philosaphical
thinking want to attain the understanding of God mostly
fall into sin,

The spirit of enlightenment scems to have spread
to London, and his references to the ' Philosophers’ were
probably meant for those who studied the books of the
Measphim, the forerunners of modern Jewish research.
We must not think, from what we have just heard, that
R. Hirschel was opposed to all learning which fell outside
the sphere of the Talmud. Like his uncle, Jacob Emden,
he possessed a decp historical sense, a critical mind far in
advance of the Rabbi of those days. Most students of his
time concerned themselves exclusively with the Halakic
side of the Talmud. To them it was of more interest to
know what a Rahbi in the Talmud said and how he decided
a Din {point of law), than to know that Rabbi Judah
Hanasi was not a contemporary of Rabbi Akiba. Rabbi
Hirschel, however, held that the Talmud cannot be
properly understood without a thorough knowledge of
its chronology. He impressed upon his students to study
the methodology of the Talmud, and recommended them
to read Samuel Hanagid's Mebo Hatalmnd, Simson of
Chinon's Sefer Kerituz and other books of the kind.



26 RABBINATE OF THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE, LONDON
Later, when Rabbi of Halberstadt and head of an important
Rabbinical school, he used to give an historical introduction
to his lectures. The sources of the text, thc commentators
and their periods were all discussed before he actually
commenced the reading of the Talmud proper. When he
heard” of the publication of Heilprin's Seder Hadorod,
which was printed in his time in Karlsrube, he was full of
joy. The publisher asked him for an approbation of the
work, but he answered: *A work like this does not necd
any approbation ; that the sun shines nobody need testify’
(Auerbach, p. g92).

One of the reasons for his dissatisfaction with his
position in London was that he felt his preaching had not
made people morc religious. On Sabbath Teshubah,
1760 (p. 35a), he says: ‘When first I came here I was
anxious to do something great, something that would
benefit the whole congregation. I had made up my mind
that nothing should be too much trouble for me if I could
only diminish religious transgression and lead my flock
into the right path. You brought me from a far-off land
across the ocean, incurring great expense thereby, and
I said to myself, ““This surely is the work of God”.
Although I knew my worth to be little, I thought of the
saying of our Fathers: “Those who occupy themselves
with communal matters the merits of their Fathers are
their help” (Abot, ¢. 2; Mishnah 2). I had courage and

hoped to succeed in my endeavours. Now, after having

been with you for four years, and never having reflrained
from pointing out your failings, I see that nobody has
hearkened to me and that things have not improved in
any way (p. 70bj). 1 know, you have often wondered why
I repeat so frequently my reproaches about your trans-
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gressions of the Laws of Sabbath and the festivals, of your
failings in public and private life, about the behaviour of your
women-folk, although I saw that my words had no effect,
But what else could 1 do if I would fulfil my duty? God
had spoken to me: * Call out with thy voice, do not keep
back, raise thy voice like a Shofar and tell my people their
sins and the house of Jacob their failings”'. I know also there
are many scoffers among you, who, like the Rasha® (wicked
man) in the Passover Haggadah, tell you : 035 nam amayn o
“What good is this service to you?™ What right has
the Rav to speak in the Synagogue of your private doings ?
My answer to these people is: > “a Aawy m mapa “It is my
sad lot for which I was destined by Almighty God, it is
my duty, which I shall not be deterred from fulflling ™
(p. 708).

Flalf a year later, on the 17th of Tammuz, 1762, he
exclaims (p. 73b): ‘God Almighty only knows how wecary
I am of my life here. 1 cannot bear any longer to
behold all that you do in public and in your private life.
Is it not enough that for nearly 1,700 years we have been
expelled from the table of our Father, are like sheep with-
out a shepherd, and (7"w3) how many misfortunes have
befallen vs, how many kinds of illncsses have we and our
children to bear, how many terrible wars have come upon
us, and all this on account of our sins’

Notwithstanding the vigour of these utterances he was
a man of even and calm temperament. He was averse to
all sort of quarrel: ‘It is more necessary to avoid strife
than to keep a fast-day' he says (p. 17 b). [His general
outlook on life was likewise calm and peaceful. ‘Forget-
fulness’, he says (p. 714a) 'is very necessary'. Our sages
recommend the provision of a number of wine-cups in
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a house of mourning, so that the people may drink and

forget sorraw and pain. To worry over the past is not

the act of a wise man. It increases melancholy and

deranges the mind of man.?

R. Hirschel in Halberstadt.

In spite of this calm.view of life he scems to have
become more and more dissatisfied with his life in London.
A few months later, at the beginning of the year 1763, the
Halberstadt community opened negotiations with him,
offering him the position of Chiefl Rabbi in their congrega-
tion. On the 16th of Shevat, 5523 (= February, 1763),
R. Elijah, son of Naphtali Hirsch Fraenkel, Parnas in
Halberstadt, who was on business in Berlin, writes homc
as follows: ' One of the leading men of the Berlin com-
munity had said to him, that if the people of Halberstadt
clect the Rabbi of London, they simply pave the way
for him to Berlin. Halberstadt would only be a halting
stage and give the Berlin community a splendid opportunity
for observing the pastoral activity of the Rahbi, and enable
them to judge whether he was worthy of the Rabbinate
of Berlin. When, a few months later, the Parnasim of
Halberstadt recommended him for election (Sivan, 1763)
a letter was written to him, in which this passage of the
Parnas’s letter was quoted, the Parnasim expressing their
anxiety that the possibility mentioned might become true.
The letter of the Parnasim says further: ‘ They had heard
that the study of Torah was very much neglected in

® vy A maem DRE jyo? Sawn ma men masab S'mowy
AP TINLN N3 {1 Dana Adwan v N mapn Sy nwen
DIRa NYn 30y, (See Talm. Babli Ketubot 8b; Krauss,

Talue.
Archdologie, 11, p. 703 A. Bucchler, Am-ha aree, p. 210)
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London and was causing him to be dissatisfied with his
position and that, for this reason, he was anxious to
exchange his present office for one in a really observant
congregation on the Continent’. It having happened
to them on a former occasion that a Rahbi, whoem they
had elected, had, on his way to them, accepted a call from
another congregation,™ they were now anxious to avoid
a recurrence of such an event. For this reason they must
ask him to give them not only his cansent in writing, but
also an undertaking to commence his duties within six
months after his election, and not to leave them before
three years had passed. R. Hirschel replics in a letter,
remarkable for its beautiful [Tebrew style, that he was
willing 1o accept thc position offered to him; but the
undertaking asked for he did not give until the month of
Shebat, 1564, when he received in exchange for it his
Contract of Appointment, called ‘Rabbinical Letter’
(maxn 3nz).  This was handed to him in Amsterdam by
Samuel Halberstadt. In another letter written in London
on the 22nd Shebat, 1764, Rabbi Hirschel signifies his
intention of coming to Halberstadt between Pesah and
Shabuot of the same ycar. The Contract of Appointment
is dated the 14th of Ab, 1763. HHc was to receive a salary
of three hundred Thaler (£150—in London he had £2350),
a free house suitable for his position, and certain fees for
marriages and other ceremonies. The community under-
toock to assist the Rabbi in founding or re-establishing
a Rabbinical Academy (Yeshibah) by providing for the

3 The Rabbiwas R. Jacob Cohen Popers, who on his way to Halberatadt
was clected Rabbi of Frankfurt a. M. and remained there without ever going
ta Halberstadt. He was first Rabbi in Cablenz, In Frankfurt he was the
teacher of R. Tevele Schiff (sce later), and dicd 70 years old on Sabbath,
2and Shevat, 1740 (Horowitz, Frankf. Rablr., 1, pp. 82 and 103).
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maintenance of twelve scholars. On his election the district
of Ravensberg rejoined the Halberstadt community and
undertook to pay the Rabbi a separate salary. His moving
expenses were defrayed by the congregation and amounted,
according to a detailed account in the possession of the
congregation, to 48t Thaler, 11 Groschen, and & Pfennig.
The Rabbi received on his installation the customary
Derashah present 3 consisting of 179 Thaler and 8 Groschen
(Auerbach, foc. ciz, p. 91).

His predecessor in Halberstadt was R. Meir Barbi,™
who in 1763 was clected Rabhi of Pressburg. According
to Auerbach, who gives no authority for his statement
{p- 1), R. Hirschel arrived in Halberstadt on the 1st of
Sivan, 1764. This date does not seem quite beyond question.
He signs an approbation to the book: o™n N (printed in
Amsterdam, 1765) in Amsterdam on Friday, the 27th of
Tammuz, 1764, where he says: ‘T am on my way to, and
looking forward to officiate in, Halberstadt '.** Landshut,
referring to this approbation, says that he went to see his
relations in Amsterdam, his brother Saul being chief Rabbi
there. So far he is quite correct, R, Hirschel went to
the wedding of his daughter Sarah, who was married to
R. Jacob Moses, the son of his brother Saul. He is,
however, not correct when he says that R. Hirschel went
soon after his installation {rom Halberstadt to Amsterdam.
He passed through that city on his way from London,
as he clearly states in the approbation just referred to,

37 Derashah present was given to the Rabbi an preaching his first
sermon (Dcrashah), similar to a wedding present likewise called by the

same pame, on account of the discaurse of the bridegroam delivered al
the wedding or on the preceding Sabbath.

% Meir Barbi, avthor of 372 OM"np N" 12, Dyhrenfurt-Prag, 1786-9a.
3 Aapapm poenadRa Ppb Asm 791 Sy mya.
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which, curiously enoug, is mentioned by Landshut. In the
work Zevi Lazzaddik, published by Zevi Ezekiel Michelsohn,
Rabbi of Plansk (printed in Piotrkow, 19o4), is published
a letter, bearing no date, of Eliezer Libermann, Dayan in
London, addressed to Rabbi Hirschel, who was then in
Amsterdam on his way to Halberstadt.?® Libermann
congratulates the Rabbi and his brother, the Rabbi of
Amsterdam, on the occasion of the wedding of their
children. He also mentions that a young student (NN mn3)
who left Halberstadt two months previously and had
arrived in London had told him of the elaborate prepara-
tions the Halberstadt community were making for the
reception of the Rabbi. A fine housc * filled with every-
thing of the best' was in readiness for him. and the com-
munity was awaiting his arrival like the advent of a festival,
R. Hirschel in his reply to Libermann does not refer to
anything of a personal nature, but confines himself to the
ritual question asked. He writes that he is very worried
and low spirited and subscribes himself, ‘ Your friend, who
is troubled on all sides and carcworn, who writes with
a weak hand, &c. Zevi Hirsch’ (Michelsohn, Zoc. cit., p. 71).
Although no exact date is given the earliest at which
R. Hirschel could have written this letter is the month of
Elul, as he sends New Year greetings to Libermann. He
was therefore not only in Tammuz {date of the approbation
just mentioned above) but also in Elul still in Amsterdam.
It conscquently seems more likely that he entered upon
his duties in Halberstadt shortly before the New Year,
5525 = 1764 and not, as Auerbach states, that he came on

3 Sec nlso letter of Meshullam Zaiman Emden to his father in the * Get
of Cleve ' afair, dated 2o Tainmuz, 1367, in Or Hayashar, p. 79 a, where he
mentions Libermann,
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the 1st of Sivan. The wedding of his daughter probably

took place soon after the IFast of Ab and only after that
day could he have left for his new place of activity. He
could not possibly have come there in Sivan and gone
away again for two months shortly afterwards, while he
might have remained in Amsterdam for that period Jdefore
proceeding 10 Halberstadt,

Soon after his arrival he was called upon to scttle
a dispute between the congregation and his predecessor
R. Meir Barbi. A certain R. Sender, of Braunschweig,
had presented the congregation with the sum of 6,0co
Thaler, the interest of which was to be given onc half to

Rabbi Barbi and the other half was to be

used [lor
charitable purposes,

When the Rabbi left for Pressburg
the donor wrote to the wardens instructing them that
they should not send the half sharc of the income from the
said fund to Rabbi Meir. The latter made a protest, and
the newly appointed Rabbi Hirschel successfully brought
about an understanding between the parties, Barhi receiving
in commutation a sum equal to the interest for five and
a half years, and after the year 1568 the half share was to
be given to the Rabbi of Halberstadt for the time being.

In Halberstadt our Rabbi's chief care was devoted to

the development of his rabbinical school. He succeeded

in bringing it to fame, and many of his pupils became great
Rabbinical authorities in later years. One of his pupils was
R. Loeb Eger,Rabbi in Halberstadt, another, Rabbi Issachar

Berisch, became Rabbi of Hannover. His pastoral activity

outside this Yeshibah made him generally respected and
honoured.

His congregants had unbounded confidence in his
honesty and clearness of judgemecnt, and he was able to
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bring to satisfactory conclusion many cascs of dispute
which had been hefore the Bet Din of Halberstadt for
many years previous to his arrival,

Nevertheless, he did not long remain in Halberstadt. In
1750 he left for Mannheim. Auerbach gives two reasons
for his relinquishing the office at Halberstadt. The congre-
gation of Bleicherade, formerly belonging to the district of
I'alberstadt, had some dispute with the latter congregation
and Mirsehel decided in Halberstadt's favour. Thereupon
a certain unnamed individual insinuated that he decided in
this way, on account af his dislike of the Bleicherode people,
who did not welcome himy on his arrival as other congre-
gations of the ncighbourhood had done. This was declared
publicly, and was a grave charge against the Rabbi's
impartiality as judge, and an attack on his honesty.
Although the Halberstadt community did everything in
their power to rcpair the assault on their Rabbi’s honour,
he himself never forgot the incident, The other reason
for his relinquishing the office, mentioned by Auwerbach, is
that there were many adherents of Eybeschutz in the
community. Rabbi Hirschel had in carlier years written
several letters in defence of his uncle Jacob Emden. He
bad, as we have mentioned, tried to bring about a rccon-
ciliation between him and Eybeschutz, but failed. Although
in later years he is not known to have takeo any active
part in the dispute, the fact that he was a nephew of
Emden and son of R. Aryeh Loeb of Amsterdam, Emden's
vigorous supporter, was sufficient reason for the adhercnts
of Eybeschutz to regard him as their enemy. The appoint-
ment of a Shohet with an authorization from Eybeschiitz
may have bcen regarded by him as a personal slight, and

confirmed him in his decision ta leave Halberstacit.
D, D
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A letter written by Abraham Ilalbersiadt, one of the
Rabbis of that place, to Jeremiah Levy of Berlin? is
worth quoting, as being an impartial opinion of his
work in Halberstadt, Abrabham having been an admirer
of LEybeschitz, and consequently not a friend of the
Emden family. Hec says: ‘That the great man has
gone away from us is felt as a real loss by cvery-
body. His personal virtues, his activity in the community
and in the Yeshibah descrve all praise. We were proud
to have such a scholar at the head of cur community. Who
will replace him? He¢ has uudoubtedly left a difficult
position for his successor whoever it be, for he will never
gain laurels or recognition however much he may try to
imitate his predecessor. The splendour of his personality
is still before the eyes aof all, and where one was used to
something good, only the better can be appreciated. To
achieve being betler than he is, is indeed very difficult.
Already there are cracks in the body of the Yeshibah,
which 1 fear will be followed by its entire collapse. More
than half of the Bahurim (scholars) have alrcady left, and
they were the best ones. Siill it may be God has ordered
it so, that no strife should ensue in Israel. The small
spark of disunion which has been glimmering in the
congregation might have increased if he had remained’.
To judge from the last part of this letter, R. Hirschel's
relationship with Emden was at least onc of the causcs
of his departurce from Halberstadt. (Sce Auerbach, /oc. cit.,
pp- 192 fl)

1¢ Brother af Judah Levy, grandiather of Adclheid wifc of Dr, Zunz (sce
Landshut, p. 120).
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R. Hirschel in Mannkeim,

In Mannheim he succeeded Samuel Helman, or Hilmau,
who had been onc of the chicf supporters of Jacob IEmden.
He accepted a smaller salary than he had at his former
place (Halberstadt), proving how little he valued worldly
goods where his principles and conviction were at stake.

Fle was not to find rest and satisfaction cven in
Mannheim. In a sermon preached there on  Sabbath
Teshubah {betwcen New Ycar and Atonement-day) of the
year WR: 5531 = 1771, he complains of slanders which
were very lrequent there. {Sce Zewi Laz., p.135.) ‘1 always
heard that Mannheim was a great kehillah', he said, * but it
is not really so, they are very provincial’ (3ms ‘nym 1R
2 AbT 1N N N o A i abape).

Mannhcim at that time was a very observant congrega-
tion, and censisted of 264 families (Locwenstcin, Kurpfals,
p- 256). HHe once said, by way of a joke, that in London he
had money but no Jews, in Mannheim Jews but no money,
and in Berlin no money and no Jews (Loewenstein, Joc. ¢it.,
p- 255). He had been elected to Mannheim in 1768, but
did not go because he expected a call to Berlin, and when,
in 1770, he finally accepted the eall, he stayed thecre harely
three years. His ministration l[eft so little mark that
Carmoly doubted his ever having held the office of Rabbi
in Mannheim.®” Very likely the negotiations with Berlin
commmenced soon after his arrival, and that may have
diverted his mind and prevented hiny from initiating any-

3 Tea the proofs mentisned by Loewenstein for his having afficiated
in Mannheim (p. 255, note) is now to be added the seemon in Michelsoln,
ap. al., p. 135.

D2
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thing important. The Contract of his election to Beilin is
dated the rstofIyyar, 1772 (Landshut, pp. 78-80; Michelsohn,

op. cit., p. 14y), while the negotiations had commenced as
early as 1771.

R. Hirschel as Chicf Rabbi of Derlin.

He was clected Chief Rabbi of Berlin and the provinces,
his title being ‘ Oberlandesrabbiner . The Arst clanse in
the Contract stipulates that his chief duty should be to
attend the Bet-Hamidrash, to study and tcach Torah to
old and young and to dcliver a special talmudic discourse
at the beginning of every term (xnavn ¥m2b3). His duties
were further (§2 of Contract) to preach on Sabbath 1Taggadol
and Sabbath Teshubah, for which he rececived additional
remuneration. He had to administer the Jewish law in
religious matters as well as in civil disputes brought before
him. Amongst his obligations was also the reading of the
Tal, Geshem, and Neilah scrvices. The custam for the
Rabbi to read the Neilah scrvice at the conclusion of
Atonement-day is still in force in orthodox congregations,
while the reading by the Rabbi of the Tal and Geshem
services was not general, and has since entirely been
abandoned. It does not scem to have heen usval even
at the beginning of the nineteenth century. It is not
mentioned in Rabbi Ezekic) Landau's * Rabbinical Letter’
when he was elected Chief Rabbi of Prague (edited by
Kaufmann in Yearbook AHacskhkol, 1, pp. 177 ff). In the
Synagogue he had his seat on the lelt side of the ark, and
was called up to the reading of the Law every Sabbath to
the third portion (Shelishi). Iis salary was 50 Thaler
a month (1 Thaler was 6 Gulden = approximately 105., the
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ycarly salary was consequently about £ 300) from the Berlin
community, but other congregations belonging to the
district paid him additional remuncration. A scparalc
fee was duc to him for cvery function performed and for
cvery decision given by the Bet Din.

In Berlin his fame as a scholar was soan established
anc 1o his Yeshibah flocked students from far and wide.
In those days, when hardly any Rabbi possessed cven
a superficial knowledge in secular subjects, our Rabbi, wha
was well rcad in various branches of worldly literature, was
regarded as a phenomcenon.  LEven a knowledge of Hebrew
grammar was unusual and was regarded as an innovation,
which laid any Rabbi open to suspicion as fraternizing
with the < Modernisers’. Mendelssohn was then at the
zenith of his career, and R. Ilirschel was not afraid to give
an approbation to his edition of the German translation
of the Bible, which called forth a strong protest from many
Rabbis of Poland, Austria, and even Germany. This appro-
bation was signed the 12th of Elul, 1778, and the Bible
was printed in Berlin in 1783. R. Hirschel hails the
publication as a necessity from the FewisZ point of view,
All the nations, he says, bave prepared translations of the
Bible, and such Jews as desive to read a German translation
had to use those of Christians which contain many mis-
translations due to theological bias, and cntirely contrary
to Jewish tradition. The Yiddish translation published,
with the sanction of the I‘our-lands-Synod, in 1679,
gives no satisfaction to those who speak a grammatical
German. He recommends the translation and praiscs the
skill and efficiency of Mendelssohn.  Whilst in Halberstadt
R. Firsche! had already become an admircr of Mendclssohn,
as may bc scen from a letter of Gleim, the poct, to
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F. E. Boysen, a pricst, written in August, 1570, in which
he states that the Rabbi admired the Socrates of Berlin
and was proud of the fact that this Genius had sprung
from bis race. (See Landshut, p. 83, reprinted from Geiger's
Fiid. Zeitschrift, vol. X, 1872, p. 232). Gleim’s opinion of
R. Hirschel is worth quoting from this letter. ' The vicws
of this man regarding Jewish scholarship are, you may
believe me, thorough, profound, and vigorous. There is
nothing treacherous, nathing falsc, nothing misanthropic
about him, and as far as I know, he is naturally good and
honest. Herr Loebel wishes, my friend, that you should
know the great worth ol the old teachers of his people in
the same way as you know and appreciate Mendelssohn's
merits in philosophy, and he has asked me to tell you that
he so wishes.'

When, in 1797, the civil jurisdiction of the Rabhis was
abolished and vested in the ordinary courts of justice, the
Government asked the Chicf Rabbi Mirschel Lewin to
compile an excerpt of the Jewish Laws on inheritance,
wills, trusts, and marriages. At R. Hirschel's request
Mendelssohn compiled a treatise dealing with these matiers.
Apparently Mendelssohn did the whole work himself,
although thc book, under the title Ritwal-Gesetze dey
Fuden, was published as having been written by the Rabbi.
(Berlin. 1778. See Kayserling's Moscs Mendelssoln, p. 281.)
The friendly relations *® between Mendclssohn and the Rabbi

3 A proof of the friendly rclations between them is in'the London
Bet-Hamidrash library in form of a manuscript volume, containing Flebrew
translations of some af Aristotle's works presented by Moses ben Menahem
of Dessau 1o Zevi Hirsch, Rabbi of Berlin, as Purim-presentin 5533 = 1773,
(Sce Ncubauer, Catalogie, No. 43, 4, p. 18.) Ber Goldberg, in famemagid,
1879, p. 54, States Lhat he saw a baok in London which Mendelssohn
presented to R. Hirschel 5 he probably refers to this manuscript.
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became strained when the latter attacked Mendelssohn's
friend Naphtali I[Terz Wessely, for having written a letter
cntitled * Words of Peace and Truth’ (M) oS »37). The
letter (printed in Berlin, 1782) owed its origin to the
following circumstances. When the Emperor joseph II of
Austria issued, in 1780, his ‘ Toleranz-IEdict' in which he
promised the Jews of Austria full political rights ‘as soon
as they were worthy of it’, he ordered them to establish
German schools and to train their children in handicrafts.
This was regarded by the strictly orthodox Jews as an
onslaught on their religion.  If their children will have
to learn German and other ‘ Goyish’ things, they will have
no time and also no inclipation to study the Law, the
rcligion of their Fathers. They thought that the order
to establish schools was only a pretence and was really
aimed at the destruction of the Torah and intended to
make their children irreligious (Goyim). It was then that
Naphtali IMerz Wesscly issued his ‘Words of Peace and
Truth’, in which he asked his pcople not to disregard the
Iimpcror’s wishes. He cndeavoured to disperse the anxicty
for their religion and cxplained that they could just as
well keep their religion in speaking a correct and gram-
matical as a corropt German, namely Yiddish. Many
listened to his words. Most of the Rabbis of Galicia,
however, vaised their voices against Wessely as they had
against Mendelssohn’s Bible translation. Later events
proved that the apprehensions of the Rabbis were well
founded. The Emperor Joseph's attempt to farce his own
culture upon the Jews of Austria and Galicia was ill-judged.
He was a liberal and high-minded man, who would have
liked to see all the people under his rule civilized, educated,
and happy. But his metheds in achieving this end were
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too rapid. He recognized this, for with one stroke of the
pen he revoked before his death all his reforms. As far
as the Jews were concerned, instead of giving them at once
liberty and full political rights, and thus an opportunity
of acquiring knowledge, he forced upon them schools of
the prevalent type, with teachers, who were not conforming
Jews and who did their utmost to alienate the Jewish
children from their faith. It is from that time that the
aversion of the Galician orthodox Jews to secular studics
dates, for it was not so in earlier times. \When Haham Zevi
was elected Rabbi of Lemberg, he was praised for being
able to speak to the Government officials in their own
language. They were far-seeing men, the Rabbis of the
eightcenth centiry, who did not believe in taking the Jew
right out of the Ghetto and making a modern scholar
of him.

Rabbi Hirschel probably foresaw the danger which
threatened the Galician Jews. Although himself a lover
of secular studies, he did not believe in the too sudden
modernization of the Jew. Possibly the expectations hc
had placed in Mendelssohn's Bible-translation were not
realized, many young Jcws were unsettled in their religious
belief by the desire 1o become German scholars.®® He may
even have regretted having given his approbation to the
Bible-translation. When Woessely was attacked by the
eastern Rabbis, and the Rabbi of Praguec, R. Ezekiel
Landau, had cxcommunicated him for supporting the
Emperor Joseph’s reform, Hirschel likewise protested
against this friend of Mcndelssohn. Possibly he was
urged to this by these Rabbis and felt that if he remaincd

% See Bernfeld, Biography of S. J. Rapaport: 5" m’s‘r,, Berlin,
1Bgg, 1. 3.
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silent he would be risking his reputation as an orthodox
Rabbi. Whatever may have been the reason, the fact
remains that he joined in the genecral attack against
Wessely and tried to stop him from printing his works.
Ie even did his best to havc him cxpelled from Berlin ;
Mendelssohn, however, intervened on his behalf. He in-
duced the Minister ven Zedlitz to write to Daniel Itzig,
President of the Berlin Jewish community, in Wessely's
interest, and this intervention, as well as several letters
by Mendelssobn to David Friedlacndcr, secured peace to
the much harassed scholar.® There appeared anonymously
a small pamphict called = 303 ‘A just letter’, in which
the author satirically deals with the question of learning
Hebrew grammar and speaking German corvectly. It is in
the form of a dialogue between an ultra-orthadex Rabbi
and a modern youth, and was a vindication of Wesscly's
‘ Dibre Shalom . The author was no other than R. Hirschel s
son Saul, Rabbi in Frankfort on the Oder. This son was
to cause our Rabbi other anxietics also. He attacked the
well-known Raphael Cohen, Rabbi of the, threcfold congre-
gation IMamburg, Altona, and Wandsbeck in an anonyraous
baaklet entitled Afizpe/e Fekuticl, which was a strong attack
against the book Zoral Feknticl (Berling 1772), and its
author R. Raphael Cohen, whom he accuses not only of
having written a large book on trifling matters, and of in-
accuracy, but also of deciding religious questions contrary
to Law and of having been guilty of plagiarism. The
book was published by Isaac, son of Danicl Jaffe, and
his brother-in-law David Friedlaender, two friends of
Mendelssohn.  As author figures nominally Obadiah son
of Rabbi Baruch from Poland, the real author, however,

" See Kayserling, op. of,, pp. 307 .
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being Rabbi Saul ben Hirschel. Tn tlie month of Adar,
5549 (1789) the book left the press (see Zedner, p. 619)
and was sent out broadcast to all prominent Rabbis, In
Hamburg, where Raphacl Cohen was highly respected, it
caused great consternation, and it seemcd unjust that
a book, that had been printed and known for sixteen years
previously, should form the ground for such a violent attack
on the honour and scholarly reputation of the Hamburg
Rabbi. The Bet Din of Hamburg promptly issued a IHerem
(ban) against the book Afizpck Fekutic/ and its author,
R. Hirschel himself was greatly annayed at this slanderous
book, and, not kuowing whao the real author was, prepared
to sign 2 Herem against him, when one of his friends,
R. Meir Weil, whispered to him, ‘Oh, my Master, it is
Saul’ (2 Kings 6. 5; see LLandshut, p. g1, cited by IJ. Adler
in his ‘ Chief Rabbis of Lngland’, in Fewish Hist. Exhib.
Papers, p. 283). The father had not the heart to issuc
a ban against his own son. Landshut gives as reason for
this, that he regarded him to be of unsound mind (#64/.,
p- 92). Saul, however, proclaimed in a second pamphlet
the right of the author of the Mizpek to criticize any work
by any Rabbi, and states that there were no grounds and
no justification for excommunicating the author. The
booklet, consisting of 16 pages in 8vo., catitled Zeshubal
of R. Sanl fo Rabbi Moses, was printed in Berlin, 1789
(Zedner, p. 682). On pp. 15-16 appears a letter from his
father, which is a confession that his son was the author.
He says: ‘Do you suspect me not to have joined the
Herem for personal reasons? Thank God, everybody
knows that in anything that concerns the honour of God
and his Torah I would not regard the interest of cither my
brothers or my sons. The HHcrem would only increase
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strife in Tsracl and give reformers an opportunity to laugh
at “Talmide HMakamim® (scholars)’ The whole letters
however, contains nothing which constitutes a valid defence
of his son. With the same object R. Hirschel next pub-
lished two more letters, both from anonymous writers.
purporting to come, one from a Rabbi in Germany and
the other from a Rabbi in Poland, together with a Re-
sponsum of his own (Landshut, pp. 94-9), in which he states
that the author of the A7izpel proves by his work that he is
a great scholar.  lle, R, Hirschel, is aware of the fact that
the author studics Torah day and night, that he wrote his
criticism in true religious enthusiasm and in the conviction
that certain passages in the Zorat Fekutic/ might be
construcd as decisions against the traditional Law. The
critical writer of Mizpelt Fekuticl raiscd his voice against
these points in  honesty and rcligious fervour without
fcar of causing to himself harm, inconvenience and
pecuniary losses.  His language may bhave been too aggres-
sive, and 1 do not approve of that; nevertheless, there is
no justification for excommunication.' Hc warns his con-
gregants oot to take any notice of the same, and that
anybody who regards thc author as subject to the ban,
deserves to be, and is to be rcgarded as excommunicated.
A letter from R. Ezckicl Landau of Prague to R. Saul
follows this decision = p1 pon.  Landau says in this letter
that a controversy between two great scholars cannot form
a ground [or excommunication, but reproves the author for
having uscd offensive language against a great Rabbi.
This letter is dated the 2g9th of Sivan, 5550 (Landshut,
p- 98). There is also another letter in a similar strain
which the Praguc Rabbi wrote to Saul on Elul the 17th,
5549 (tdid., p. 9g), R. Saul himsell wrate an apologetic
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Responsum on the matter, which was published in the
Hameaseph, 1990 (p. 222). He is mentioned there as
Rabbi of Frankfort and refers to the forthcoming publica-
tion of a volume of Responsa, the famous admT7T 822.
This work he had printed at the same office as the Mizpck
Fekuticl, namely in the Verlag der Fiidischen Freyschule,
called B3 0 N30, at Berdin in 1793, and brought still
more trouble upon himself and gricel and annoyance to his
respected father. The full title of the book is, ¢ Resgonsa
Besamim Rosh, 392 Responsa hy great teachers, mostly by
R. Asher b. Jehiel ¥ which were collected by Rabbi Isaac di
Mclina, a great scholar of the time of the Bet Joscph; 2
printed with notes and additions, called N2 822, by
Saul, son of Zevi Hirsch, Chicf Rabbi of this Town'.

Soon after its publication doubts were expressed as to
whether the great Rabbis had actually written the Responsa
attributed 1o them. Wolf Landsherg, formerly Rabbi
ol Wallerstein, publishced a booklet called Zeeh Fitrof =
qmet ani, and pointed out that the author of the book
declared lawful certain matters which are really forbidden
according (o Jewish law. ¢If the author of the bock had
had any regard for his father’, says ILandsberg, ¢ he would
not have done such a thing” Rabbi Mordecai Baneth,
Chief Rabbi of Moravia, went further and declared ¥ that
the whole book was a forgery by R. Saul, denying that
cither Asheri or Isaac di Molina had cver wrilten or scen
these Responsa. R, Saul had stated in the preface that

1 Called * Rosh’, dicd in Toledo, 1337,

4* Joscph Caro. author of Lhe Shuihan Aruk and Bet Josceph fu Turim ;
born in Spain 1488, died in Salcd Nisan 575,

@ literally : a tasty dish, Cp. Talm. B. Bezalh 163 and Abodali Z,,
p. 38a,

44 See Leterafurblatl d. Oiients, 1844, pp. §3 and r4o0.
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when in Picmonte some ycars before, he bought the MS.
from a Turkish Rabbi called Hayyim b. Jonah Sabi
R, Hirschel thercupon again issues a booklet in defence
of his son and calls heaven and carth as witnesses that he,
personally, had the MS. copied by his son R. Sclomon
(Solomon Herschet, later Rabbi in London) and that he
himself had prepared an index to the work while in
Piemonte.’S  Some of the people who now write against
it and attack the editor had scen the MS. and had read it
with pleasure. If it were as the enemics of his son allege,
then /¢ would be the guilty party for having assented to
the publication and given his approbation to the book.
Landshut remarks on this (p. 1o4) that he was at a loss
to understand how R. Hirschel could have written in this
manncr, Azulai, Straschun, Zunz have fully proved that
the Responsa attributed to Asheri and other carly schalars
were never written by them.

R. Saul scems to have lost his position as Rabbi in
Frankfort-on-Odcr soon after the publication of the A7ispel
Fekuticl, In Hameascph, 1790 (p. 222), he isstill mentioned
as holding tbat position, while in the title to the volume
of forged Responsa there is no mention of his then being
Rabbi at Frankfort. It would scem that by the publication
of the Mispck he had ahcady lost whatever respect and
estcem he had posscssed in his community. He, apparently,
moved to Berlin prior to 1793, because he deseribes himsclf
in the title of the Responsa as ¢ Saul b. Hirschel, Rabbi of
orr congregation . But cven in Berlin his residence was
made unpleasant alter the publication of the latter work.

* He writes : 137D ; [ have found no other reference of his sojourn

in Piemonte or any reason for his journey there. He states in 1991 that it
was 2 matler of ten years previously.



46 RABRINATE QF TIi[E GREAT SYNAGOGUE, LLONDON

For in itidcas which cvidently belonged to the Mendelssohn
school are prepounded as coming from Asheri, whose
aversion to all sccular learning is well known.  The falsifi-
cation is in some places cven clumsy, References are made
to circumstances which did not exist in those bygone days,
but which existed at the time of Mendelssohn and R. Saul.
(See Brann in Gractz-Fubclschrift, p. 2575 cp., however,
Straschun in Fuenn’s Airyak Necmanak, p. 296, and
S. J. Rapaport in Biography of Nathan Ifababli, Note 13.
The latter scholars praise Saul as scholar and clever head.)

R. Saul, seeing himself abandoned by his friends, left
Berlin and proceeded to London, where, a fcw ycars
tater, his brother R. Solomon Herschel was clected
Rabbi of the Ashkenazim. In Falle he became so ill
that he made his will. However, he reached London,
where he dicd soon after his arrival on the 23rd of
IHeshvan (16th November), 5355 = t794. IHis namec is
still mentioned in the Hazkarah recited for the Rabbis on
Holy days. Michelsohn (Zevi Las., p. 156) doubts the
veracity of the statement that he ever came to Lendon.
We have, however, the testimony of a scholar named
Meyer joscph, who states that he visited him there re-
pecatedly before his death* and published his will in

4 See Literaturblatt d. Oriemts, 1844, p 714 and H. Adler, foc al.,
p. 2B4. A letter by Meir Jascph is printed in Keresn Chemted, 1V, p. 239.
See also 1. Abrahams in JOR., vol. IIl, p. 471. Mecyer Joseph was also
known as Michael Josephs, and was generally called Meyer Konigsherg.
He was a native of Konigsberg (Oct. 8,'1961), came to London 178t, and was
onc of the founders af the Free Schaol. (Information of Mr. lsrael Davis.
See also few. Euc,, vol. V11, p. 274.) B. Goldberg in Keresn Chenred, vol. LV,
p. 239, mentions that Mceir Joseph had one son in China and another in New
York. Joseph translated into Hebeew the Statutes of Dukes Place Synagoguc
{London, 1827) and was authar of an English and Hebrew Lexicon, entitied
20 £ (London, 5834).  Steinachncider in Hrbr. Uibliogr., vol. V, p. 39



RALRBI IIIRSCIEL LEWIN 47

Orient. Literaturblate, 1844. Morcover, apart from the will,
Mecycr Joseph published an clegy on the death of R. Saul,
*n ama bwe ms Sy mpea Y9, in three verses of six lines
cach. Joseph adds hercafter: ' It was in the year 1794
when this exceptional man dicd here, and I think I have
a right to publish this article as I was the only friend he
had here. e was on a long journcy, the object of which
1 do not remeinber any more, and intended also to stay in
London for some time. I visited him daily, we remained
often together for hours at a time, and, although I am now
{in 1844) 83 years old,*7 the impression he made upon me,
his cloquence and his whole personality remain unforgettable
to me. A few manths after his arrival he fell ill with
cramp (Krampfe) and it was I who closed his dying eyes.
On his death the London community paid him respect.
11c was buried with great honours on the 25th of Heshvan,
1794. On arranging the things he left behind him I found
this will,which T then copied for myself’. The will stipulates
that R. Saul wished to be buried in his clothes, just as he
would be found, in some forest far away from the graves
of other men. The will was not found until some time
after his burial, as Dr. Abrahams already pointed out in

FOR., 1T, p. 371.

mentions that: ¢ The London Jews College Library was enriched by several
hundred velumes from the library of the late Meir Joseph (dicd 3B4g)
presented by his san Walter!. ILcopold Dukea wrote 3 memoir about M, J,
in Osfens. Lith., 1850, pp. 3-1o in which he describes him as a charming
personality, who was a pralectar of cvery Jewish scholar who visited
London, ¢Hia house was a meeling-place of Jewish students in London,
where otherwise the study of the Talmud was an unusual thing ‘. Dukes
alsa wrote his tombstanc-inscription which is reproduced at the end of the
mcmaoir,

17 few. Ene., VI, p. 274, gives M. Joseph's date ol birth as 1863. 1t was
accurding Lo this, his own testimony, 1961,
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Saul was the son-in-law of Joseph Jonas Fraenkel,
Landrabbiner of Silesia in Breslau (born 1721, died 20th
October, 1593), baving married his cldest daughter Sarah
(born 17.44), and having thus become related to the famous
R. David Oppenheimer, Chief Rabbi of Prague, whose
wife was Rabbi Frankel’s first wife (Kaufmann, Samson
Wertheimer, p. 96, note 1). R. Saul had a son called Arych
Judah Loebusch or Lewin, who aficrwards succeeded his
grandfather and was the last of the Chief Rabbis of the
province of Silesia. This Aryech Loebusch, likewise, had
a very sad end. Born in 1763 he spent his childhood with his
maternal grandfather at Breslay, later he became a pupil of
his grandfather R. Hirschel in Berlin and spent also some time
in Frankfort-on-Main at the Yeshibah of Rabbi Phinchas
Horowitz,® teacher of the famous Moses Sofer known as
the Hatam Sofer” e became Rabbi of Dubienka in
Poland and on the 3rd of July, 1800, Lewi Saul IFracnkel,
ag he was officially styled, was elected as * Chief Rabbi of
the Province of Silesia with the exception of Breslau and
Locum Trnens of the Rosh-Bet-din ol Breslau’ (Brann.,
zbid., p. 267). Like his father, he had an inclination for
the modern Mendelssohn type of Judaism. In the preface
to the book Or Lnayim of Solomon Penicl, a2 work on
mysticism, he mentions ncarly all the Greek philosophers,
modern classics and scientists in ane breath with the Rabbis
of olden and recent times in the obvious desire to impress
the reader with his profound knowledge in all subjects.
A sound Talmudist and good Hebrew writer he read with-
out any system all kinds of secular books, and probably

41 Called the ‘ Haflaah’ altec a book he published,

4 Born in Frankfort a. M. 1962, dicd as Ralbi of Pressburg, asth Tishri,
5600 (QOct. 3, 1839).
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thereby unbalanced his mind. When in 1807 the Sanhedrin
of Paris was summoned by Napoleon to discuss the
maodernization of Judaism, Lewin received a passport to
travel thecre ‘on family matters' for which he had asked,
on the ground that a rclative of his, a certain Carl Anton
von Pavly, had died in Paris and left a considerable fortune,
to part of which he was cntitled. Before his departure,
however, he addressed ‘ a lettes to his coreligionists referring
to the latest, most wonderful, events in the Christian
world . He is overjoyed at Napoleon's happy inspiration
to summon the Sanhedrin, and says: ‘You can profit
from such Christians, upon whom rests the Spirit of
God! Examine, therefore, carefully the resolutions of the
Sanhedrin and listen to their appeal’. In the further
course of this letter % he advocates a general reform of a/f
religions, in which Jews and Christians, Turks and idol
worshippers should all unite into onc universal religion.
In spite of this plea he later tries to prove that Jesus was
a descendant of the house of David. This made his
position quite clear to everybody. Although he still uses
the title of ¢ Oberlandesrabbiner von Schlesien’ the Jews
had long ceased to regard him as one of their own.
Already in 1796, before he was appointed in Breslau, his
grandfather, R. Hirschel, to whom he had announced his
intention of visiting him, writes to him on the 13th of
Tammuz to Frankfort-on-the-Oder, that he does nat wish
him to come, especially after ‘ the great thing (37 nMwn)
which he had lately been guilty of .37 We do not know what
‘important event' he refers to, but it would appear that
his grandfather was ashamed of him, and that he was

% This fetter was published in Breslau by Adoll Gehr in 1807 and

consisted of sixtcen pages. 8t See Zews Lam, p. 136.
D. E
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afraid of what people would say il he were to receive this
grandson in his house. In 1Rog the Schlesische Provincial-
Blatier published the announcement that ¢ Lewi Saulssohn
Fraenkel having, by virtue of his altered religious persua-
sion, embraced Christianitly, resigns his post as Chief Rabbi
of Silesia . What became of him during the next six years
is not known. The tale goes that he repented soon after
his conversion and spent his life as a beggar wandering
from town to town, and everywhere spending his time at
the Bet-Hamidrash studying Talmud. He¢ made notcs
in the books he read and these were always exccllent,
proving the writer to be a great scholar.

When the Rabbis found these notes and inquired after
the writer he usually had already left the town. Like
Cain he had no rest on earth, never slept where he had
spent the day, always disappearing before night sct in. In
1815 he arrived, a complete wreck in body and mind, at
the Jewish hospital at Frankfort-on-the-Main, where he
died as truc Baal Teshubah (repentant) on the 27th of
Heshvan, 5576 (30th November, 1815).

But now to return to R. Hirschel Lewin. The scandals
caused by his son, Saul, embittered his life. Although
there was no animosity against him personally, the part he
took in defending his son's literary falsifications probably
causcd many of his former friends to turn against him.
His position had become still mare unpleasant when the
Rabbis of Poland and Germany publicly protested
against Wessely's Dibré Shalom. Amaong the letters
which Rabbi Tevele Schiff, R. Zevi Hirsch’s successor
as Rabbi in London, wrote to his brother, R. Meir
Dayan in Frankfort, is one which is of special interest,
and throws a clear light on the whole affair. The
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letter is dated the 20th of Ilul, 1782 (see Appendix
to part II), and R. Tevele writes there with reference to
R. Hirschel as follows: ‘It is now knawn here all about
the Rabbi’s departure from Berlin. T have seen a copy
of the letter which he left hehind with instructions that
the same should not be opened until six days after his
departure. He is now said to be in Vienna, and {rom
the letter it appears he intends going to the Holy Land.
I have also seen a letter from the Rabbi of Lissa to the
Rabbi of Amsterdam, as also a copy of a sermon of
the former, in which he blames R. Herz Wessely, and
strongly disapproves of his letter. This sermon is very
clearly written, full of wise and pious words, and carefully
construed so as not to commit an offence apainst the
IEmperor (Joseph II). From the letter and sermon of
the Rabbi of Lissa it appears that they did the same in
Posen (preach against Herz Wessely), and in Vilna they
burnt the letter of R. Herz Wessely outside the town by
order of the famous Gaon R, Eliali; also that the Rabbi
of Prague likewise preached about it at first, but now he
is obliged to remain quiet, is only acting secretly, and
induces other famous Rabbis to condemn him (i e.
Wessely).—After all this it is easily to understand that the
Rabbi of Berlin could not continue in his offce, and left.
If you can send me a copy of the proclamation issucd
there (namcly, at the Synagogue of Franklort) I should
be glad to receive it.” Rabbi Hirschel's letter, which is
printed in Landshut's worl, sets forth the reasons for his
leaving in a slightly different form. He says that he
saw he could not improve the religious status of the
congregation.  LEspecially difficult had become his task

since reform had raised up its head and estranged the young
2
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people from their faith. Ie had decided to migrate to
Palestinc, and asked the leaders of the community to fargive
him for not leaving with a solemn farewell. The answer
of the Parnasim is not extant; they, however, succeeded in
inducing him to return to Berlin and remain in office until
his death on Monday the 4th of Elul, 5560 = 18co. lle
had spent his life as Rabbi of the most important congre-
gations then existing. His fame as a Rabbi and lcader
was known far and wide throughout Jewry and, still, all
his life he had hated being a Rabbi. Nevertheless, or on
account of this, he devoted all his life to promoting the
welfare of his people, bearing high the standard of the
Torah, which he loved fram the depth of his heart. Ile
was the last of the Chief Rabbis of Berlin. A brilliant
preacher and great scholar, he commanded respect wherever
he appeared. Although in later years he always writes in
unhappy strain, there are many little bonmots of his in
circulation showing that he possessed a decp sense of
humour. In many sermons he offers witty interpretations
of biblical and talmudic sayings: “»%n1 9791 ". In a dis-
course given in Berlin (Zevi Laz., p. 142) he admonished
his congregants to restraint. They should not follow what
their hearts desire, and not always desire what their eyes
see. The Jezer Hara, the evil spirit, is alive in cveryhody
and must be kept in check by strict adhesion to the Torah
and religious precepts. ‘Once I met a man, he says, who
seemed familiar to me, but I did not remember where T had
previously seen him. He was then very downhearted and
low-spirited. Some time later I beheld the same man and
saw him running busily about the streets. He only nodded
to me and ran away. I met him again a short while ago

here in Berlin. e was sitting in a restaurant, treating himsclf
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well. T asked him who he was, and why he had avoided
me when I met him before. He answered: “1 am the
cvil spirit, the Jezer Hara. The first time [ saw you was
in Halberstadt, which is a very religious community and
husiness was not at all prosperous with me, as I hardly
had any customers and felt so downhearted that I would
not spcak to anybody. When you next saw me it was in
Mannheim. There I had plenty to do, for the people were
inctined to listen to my persuasions and I was busy all day
long and, thercfore, could not stop to speak to you. Here,
in Berlin, I have, at last, found satisfaction, the whole
Kehillah readily follows me and [ can now enjoy mysell "."
So far as we are concerned it secems a pity that R. Hirschel
does nat state what opinion the Jezer Hara had of

London Jews.
. Literary Activity.

[is literary activity was many-sided. HHalakic responsa
of his are to be found in many of the contemporary collec-
tions, a list of which is given in the baok Zcwi Lazzaddik,
by Michelssohn (pp. 151-2). He used to make extensive
notes in all the bocks he studied from, and many of these
are preserved in the Bet-Hamidrash library ia Tondon.  So
far the book Zewi Lassaddik is the only complete work of
his which was separately published, and this is also more of
the nature of a collection., It contains talmudic notes, some
responsa and sermons, copied from varicus manuscripts in
the Bet-Hamidrash [ibrary. The appendix contains biogra-
phical notes by the editor Michelsohn,wha claims to be one
of the Rabbi’s descendants, under the title ¢ Bet Zaddik ',
Besides these the book contains many occasional verses,
some of them humorous. Interesting is a poem on Purim
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entitled o "ow1 pa M3 ' The daughter of wine (or a
barrel of wine) and a moral for Purim'. This is a warning
against the custom of getting drunk and disorderly on
Purim under the pretext of fulfilling a Mizwah, based on
the talmudical saying: Everybady must drink wine on
Purim until he does not know the difference between
V1E O ien AN Cursed be Haman and blessed be
Mordecai’ {Talmud b. Megillah 7b). He points out that
the sages never intended this saying to be taken literally.
The {estivities of Purim bore a holy character in olden
times and not like at present, when people only keep that
part of Purim which refers to eating and drinking (and to do
what they like to do).5?

A short elegy on f Zion in Ruins’ is given in the book
Bet Meshullam, edited by the same Rabbi Michelsohn in
Pietrkow, 1905 {p. 57), where the cditor also prints a list
of homeopathic remedies and charms, some of them
Kabbalistic, similar to the recipes contained in MS. Adler
2286 (pp. 133 f.)* The Bet-Hamidrash library which
consists mainly of the late Solomon Herschel’'s books
and manuscripts has several MS. written by R. Hirschel.
The MSS. of this library were catalogued by the late
Dr. Neubauer and the Catalogue was published under the
misleading title Catalogne of the Hebrew MSS. in the
Fews' College, London (Oxford, 1886). Under ‘Jews’
College' is meant t1he Bet-Hamidrash in Mulberry

81 Of the further contenis of the book are to be nated: Pages t-13
haggadic notes to the Pentatcuch, pp. 3a-91 Talmudic collectanca and
rcsponsa, among which the editor interweaves some of his own. On
pp. 9a-140 are haggadic discourses, among them one for Sabbath before
Passover, 5544, held in Berlin (p. 108), another held in Mannheim,
5530 (p. tr3), onc to the Penitential Sabbath, s53t, likewise given in
Mannheim, while pp. 154-6 contain amall verses, some of them alveady

previously published.
# About this manuscript see Appendix IL.
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Sircet and not the Institute known as Jews' College ®
MS. No 22 contains notes on the Turim copied from the
margins of the books belonging to the R. Zevi Hirsch of
Berlin. On folio 140 of this MS. is to be found the will
of R. L.eb Nordcn, Jacob Emden’s friend. This will was
published by Dr. Israel Abrahams in FOR., IV, p. 341.
Michelsohn mentions another MS. written by R. Hirschel
which is in the possession ol M. Isaac DBcharier of Lodz,
and contains discourses held in London in the year 1756
nn the occasion of his installation, and on the following
Sabbath Haggadol and Sabbath Teshubah and thus seems
10 complemcnt MS. Adler 1248. The British Museumn
posscsses a copy of Sabbatai Bass's Séifte Fesihenim with
manuscript notes by R. Zevi b. Aryeh. The Order of
Scrvice at the consecration of the New Synagogue, on the
13th of Scptember, 1838, contains the *Consecration
Anthem composed in Hcbrew by the late Rev. Dr.(!) H.
Ilirschel’. This Anthem is reprinted in the Order of
Scrvice of the reopenings of the New Synagogue on the
and of September 1847 (1" 55% x"= ‘n), and of the 6th of
September 1855 (1"onn S5& 3”3 ‘n), also in the Order of
Service at the Opening of the Branch of the Great Synagogue
Portland Street, ILondon, on March 29, 1855, and frequently
since, Mr. Isracl' Solomons possesses a poem by R. Hlirschel
to be used at the consceration of a Sefer Torah., It was

3 No. 24 of Nevhauer, Cat., contains respansa te R. Herz Pintschow, and
oo folio 41 has the date Venice, 1744 ; folio 49 is daled Ravigo. Page 18,
No. 43, 4 is a manuscript which was presented 10 R. Hirschel by Maoscs
Mendelssochn, At Lthe sale of the property of the Iate R. Solomon Hersche
in March, 1843, was sold a small Kiddush-cup ¢ conlaining the medal of the
Emperor Vespasian commcmorating the coaquest of Judea, presented by
the great Mendelsaahin to the father of the late Rabbi’. It fetched
five guineas. Samec of R. Hirachel's poems are published in Kobak's
Jeschsrsin, others in Haspagid, X1V, under the tide : a8 NJn,
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used N1 ‘B, 1819, by his son R. Solomon Herschel, and was
printed under the title =it e, by H. Barnett, St. James's
Place, Aldgate.®® Two letters by R. Hirsche) referring to
the quick burial of the dead, dated November gth, 1794, arc

printed in Zeitschr. f. Gesch. d. Fudenthooms in Deutschiland,
vol. 111, pp. 216 ff.

Approbations R. Hirschel gave to the

following
works :

1 oM by R. David b. Raphael Meldola, Amsterdam, 1793
{appr. dated Amsterdam, 17 Eluvl, 1757).

Lentateuck, Amsterdam (Proops), 1764 (dated Halberst,, z7 Tam-
muz, 1764).

Responsa  Maimonides, “Yn =2, Amsterdam, 1765 (dated
Halberst.,, 22 Shebat, 1765).

myn ‘na ‘o of Isaac b. Moses Satanow, Berlin, 1773 (dated
Berlin, 1o Elnl, 1773).

fob with Commentary (7271 "p =zn M), Berlin, 1777 (dated
4 Adar, 1757).

p'ry vy ‘D, by Baruk b. Jacob, Berlin, 1977 (dated 27 Tebat,
1797)

o ‘oo Sy o'om ‘1 “A, Berlin, 1778 (dated 3 Kislev, 1777).
Pentatenck: ooen raamy ed. Mendelssohn with translation in
German, Berlin, 1783 (dated 12 Elul, 1778).

Psalms : Sxwr mer, Berlin, 785-90 (dated 15 Heshvan, 1783).

Lentatench with Commentaries, ed. Fravkfort-on-Oder, 1384 (dated
22 Tammuz, 1784).

wmp N D, by Simon b. Nata Walisch {Wolcz), Berlin, 1786
{21 Elul, 1786).

3 The Sefer Torah was presenicd by by oY mpna ')r_)yr = Seml

Josephs. The booklet cansistas of 16 pages 12° There are seven poems,

one for each ABPM, each consisting of six verscs, dealing with the objects
of the Revelation and the value of Torah for larac) and the world in
general.
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nra R oof Isaac Satanow, Berlin, 1784 (17 Shebat, 1784 ; con-
tains also an approbation by Rabbi Saul, Rabbi of
Irankfort-on-Oder).

Responsa: apmwy b of R. Eliah Mizeabi, &c, Berlin, 1777
(19 Sivan, 1777).

1Y NE ntann, Berling 1778 {dated 13 Heshvan, 1778).

Sbom ‘D, Hebrew Grammar by Hajjim b. Naphtali Coeslin, Berlin,
1788 {dated 1788, no month and day given).

Responsa: wnn o'nwa, Berlin, 1793 (see above), (dated 1793).

naenn 553 of David b. Meir Friesenhausen {about whom cp.
now C. Doschinsky : 3py ma%n, Londen, 918, p. 29),
Berlin, 1795 (dated 18 Ab, 17¢96).

a™n 0 by R. Jacob Hajjim b. Josua Cohen, Berlin, 1796 (dated
28 Adar 11, 1777).

D' ‘D ed. Isaac Satanow, Berlin, 1787 (dated 25 Elul, 1783).

nabn i ‘D of R. Simon Kahira, ed. Amstd., 1762 (dated
30 Shevat, g22).

2377 51 ‘D ed. Frankfort-on-the-Oder, 178t {dated 28 Adar 11,
1780).

(I'his list does not pretend to be complete.)
Tothe list of notes made by R. Zevi ta variousworks, enumerated
by Landshut, p. 112, is to be added the Aruk, ed. Basel, which was
used by Kohut; cp. Aruk Complefum, Introd., p. liii.

His Family.

Rabbi Hirschel’s first wife was, as already mentioned,
Golde, daughter of David Tevele Colien of Glogau. She
dicd in Berlin on Thursday, 1st of April, 1794 (1st of Iyyar,
5554), and had borne him three sons and three daughters.
R. Saul was the cldest son, the second was Abraham David
Tevele, called Berliner, and the third was R. Solomon
Herschel, afterwards Rabbi in London. His three daughters
were (1) Sarah, who marricd his nephew, Jacob Moses, son
of his brother Saul, Chief Rabbi of Amsterdam ; 8¢ (2) Reiscl,

80 Jacpb Moses was at firsl Rabbi in Filchne and aflerwards succeeded
his faiher as Chicl Rubbi af Amsterdam, where he died an the 151h af
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wife of Ber Ginzburg, Rabbi of the province of Russia;*”
(3) Beilah, second wife of Mordecai, Rabhi of Tiktin. She
was well versed in talmudic literature and an exccllent
Hecbrew writer. 1t is reported that she held a FHesped
(necrologue) on the death of Rabbi Asher of Wisin, and left a
will written in classical Hcbrew at present in the possession
of a certain Berl Raschkes (Michelsohn, 767d., p. 178, note 23).
R. Hirschel’s second son, David Tevele of Pietrkow, was
a saintly and very charitable man. Hc was a well-to-do
merchant with an cxtensive basincss, but all his (ree time
was devated to the study of the Torah. He was offered
the post of Rabbi in Pietrkow, an important Jewish centre,
but refused it. He died at the age of 85. Bcfore his death
he warned his children to keep away from the Law Courts.
He never sued anybody, even if large sums were involved.
A letter to him by his father is printed in Zev/ Lassaddik
{p. 178), dated Berlin 1790, and the certificate of ¢ Haber’
given by R. Hirschel to David Tevele’s son Aryeh Loeb
is likewise to be found in the same work (p. 180) and
bears the date 8th of Tammuz, 1791. Another son of
David Tevele, Isaac Nathan, was for nearly Afty years Ratbbi
in Biclagora, and dicd there on the gth of Iyyar, 1864.
Many of R. Hirschel's descendants still oceupy positions
as Rabbis in Russian communities.®

Adar 11, 5575 = 1815, Hia wife Sarah dicd on Wednesday, the 8th of Elul,
1797, three years before her father’s death,

87 The Province of Russia was one of the [our represeated in ihe

Four-Landa-Synods held in Poland and Russia. Sce Zuoz: payn 7,

p. 59, ¢ 20, It is the pary called * White Russia en the borders of
Foland .

6 R. Hirschel's sccond wife, whom he married in 17g7, three years after
his first wife's death. when bhe was 76 years old, was Sprinza, daughter of
Abraliam of Hildesheim, a descendant of Haham Zevi.  Afler the Rabbi's
death she married Zabel Eger, Rabbi of Braunsehweip (Landshut, p. 114),
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APPENDIX I
Rapnlt ZEvi HIRSCHEL LEWIN'S ANCESTRY.

1115 father was, as already stated, Rabbi Arych Loeb
Loewenstamm. He was born in 16go, the son of Rabbi
Saul then Rabbi in Lakatch, who later became Rabbi in
Brisk, and in 1701 became successor of his father the great
Rabbi Meschele Cracow. He was not very popular there
for some unknown reason, and left Cracow three years later
in 1704. Jor some yecars he lived in Breslau, and in 1707
he was clected as Rabbi of the Ashkenazim in Amsterdam.
It was not his fate to officiate there. On his journey to
Amsterdam he passed away in Glogau on the 17th of
Iyyar, 1707. (Sce Landshut, p. 7t; Dembitzer, II, p. 82;
and Carmoly, ..D3Wn, p. 34). [His son Arych ILoeb
cventually held the office to which his father had been
called. Aryeh Locb's grandfather, Rabbi Heschele Cracow,
was one of the grealest talmudical autharities of his time.
Even the foremost scholars of his day—like R. Mendel
Krochmal, Chief Rabbi of Moravia
his spherc of activity, accepted his decision in ritual matters.
(Sec Resp., Lemah Zedek, No. 107, and Dembitzer, /oc.
cit., 11, 36a.) Many people regarded him as a saint, and

living far away from

many are the talcs of wonders and miracles woven around
his name. His wife was the granddaughter of R, Saul Wahl,
the famous ¢ one-day king ’ of Poland. R. Heschele at first
acted as Rabbi in Lublin and Brisk, then inigrated to Vienna
in order to plead for help on behalf of his brethren in Poland.
Hec remained in Vienna for some time and in 1665 became
Rabbi of Cracow, where his son R. Saul succeeded him
afterwards. R. Ileschele was the son of Rabbi Jacob of
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Lublin and grandson of R. Ephraim Naphtali Hirsch (dicd
1664) of Brisk.

R. Aryeh Loeb’s wife was the daughter of the Idaham
Zevi who likewise came of a family of great scholars. THis
father was Rabbi Jacob son of Rabbi Benjamin of Wilna.
Rabbi Jacob was son-in-law of Rabbi Ephraim Cohen,
Rabbi of Buda (Budapest), who afterwards scttled in
Jerusalem, author of the Responsa collection Sha'ar
Ephraim. (See preface of this work, ed. Sulzbach, 1688).
Jacob Emden in his Autobiography, Megillat Scfer
(p. 3), states that R. Ephraim posscssed a pedigree right
up to Aaron the High Priest,

R. Aryeh Loeb and his wife Miryam had two sons and
three daughters, The sons were R. Saul and Rabbi
Hirschel; the daughters were: (1) Dinah, wife of Saul
Halevy, Chief Rabbi of the Hague; (2) Sarah, wifc of
R. Iszac Halevy of Lemberg, Chief Rabbi of Prague; and
(3) Naitsche, wife of Moses Zolkiew, Parnas in Lemberg
(sce Bet Meschullam, p. 66). The cldest daughter Dinah
was a very good Hebrew scholar. She wrate a letter in
excellent Hebrew to her brother R. Hirschel, then Rabbi
in Mannheim, on the 3rd of Tammuz, 1770 (printed in
Michelsohn's Zevi Laz., p. 158). TRabbi Arych Loeb gave
approbations to various works. As Rabbi of Reisha
he signs one for the work 3p» Mbn by Jacob Eulenburg,
the approbation bears the date 484 = 1724: to the
Pentateuch, printed in Dyhrenfurt, 1727, and finally to
Moses Jekutiel Kaufmann's 771 pn (Dyhrenfurt, 1747),
which approbation is dated in Reisha, 1728. (See Landshut,
loc. cit,, p. 71, Dembitzer, I, p. 132 a, and I. Zunz, posn 7y,
p-i58) In Glogau he signs an approbation on the 17th
of Sivan, 1734, to the Talmud-cdition Frankflort-Berlin.
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APPENDIX [I
MS. ADLER 2286.

Tis MS. contains 138 quarto pages, many of which
arc only half filled and a good many are blank. The
contents arc mostly shart notes written down after a talmud-
ical lesson at the Yeshibah. R. Hirschel used this book
for several years. On p. 61 b we find, after his signature,
the date p=5 37PN jp o'Md “8 or wod> 71 nopn Mt = 14th of
Adar 1, 5502 =1542. On p. 67 b is the date given
2°PR e N7 o0 = 17th of Tammuz of the same year. But
we find many notes of much later origin. On p. 91 b he
writes: ‘It is now twenty vears since I wrote the foregoing ;
in the mcantime [ found a reference to what I said here in
the hook of Responsa : o " 1"wna . Most intercsting
are the first and last leaves. Fol. 1 has an claborate title
in verses, the contents of which we have already mentioncd.
Fol. 2 a is a continuation of the same as a secondary title.
Fol. 2b has a * Nice song for Hanukkah' = (32005 nxy o),
a rather primitive, but considering the youth of the auther,
remarkably well written verse. Then follows: Sy axa min
5‘30:&:‘&7 PP pinsa ¢ A nice conundrum on chess ’ what he
calls ‘ the game of Chesstable’. This verse is, in spite ot
a few linguistic errors and platitudes, quite a remarkable
picce of work. Here I will only mention that R. Hirschel
compares chess to a battleficld. The King is guarded by
his statesmen, the knights and bishops, and has a dutiful
wife at his side. The Queen manages all his affairs for
him, while the King in his high dignity only moves one step
at a timc wherever he goes. His soldiers Aght for him
regardless of their lives. Fearlessly they go farward in

onc straight line. There is no withdrawal, no avaiding
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danger, they fight and dic on the battlefield, and only when
all his soldiers are dead must the King fight for himself.

The verse is obviausly written under the influence of
Ibn Ezra’s poem, which likewise begins with the words:
acnbea e e (cp.ed. Kahana, p.156, and Steinschneider's
Schach bei den Fuden, p. 195 1., also Heb. Bibl., X1I, p. 6o).

We have further (p. 3b) a short verse on Passover,
an acrostic on the Alphabet and his name ' Zevi', and also
a poem dealing with Israel's covenant with his Ileavenly
Father (p. 4a). On p. 5a is the address only of a letter
to Moses Chagis, Haham in Amsterdam. It was probably
the beginning of a letter by his father R. Arych Loeb,
‘but the lctter itself is not copied. P, 5h has a few riddles,
while on p. 7a we find the beginning of a letter to Naphtali
Herz, Rabbi of Pintschow.

Equally interesting is the concluding part of the volume.
B mgb contains a kabbalistic remedy for a sick woman,
-and on pp.130b and 131 a we have ten more prescriptions for
various maladies, all of either homoeopathic or kabbalistic
nature. Pp. 135-7 form the index of the book prepared
by R.Hirschel, in itself an indication of the writer's scholarly

nature.
APPENDIX IHI
Title page of MS. Adler 2286 and some selections {rom
the same.
Title page: (Folio 1 a).
Sxqun ybw
b N R mn wasb et 5y o 12 ey A b
Tpin s b e
nbenn nx nIo
e Ma wabe % LR wn AR bt A %m

n5‘$v K‘I\JB
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Folio 2a.
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Fol. 2 b.
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Folio 3a.
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Folio 3b.

JDCUR B AR 15 TN oA N3 BTN L DTN BT 8N

s 9931 Aoy Lmmana mpb Amlm em memn epbrb pbi

Huo apd any o 1 a5 ar XA AD (Rsits BN N AN

AN W R N A0NA D DN

TRANSLATION.
Title-page {ra).

Hear, O Isracl!

‘This book cantains 139 leaves on which T will arrange
before you, what Thou, O Holy One, wilt tcach me of Thy
statutes. I have offered my prayer to the Most High God,
the God of our Fathers; be gracious unto us, God our
King He will help us. Make us understand Thy statutes
and enlighten our eyes in Thy Law. O Almighty God,
turn to the prayers of Thy beloved Jacob, Thy only onc,
and give wisdom in Thy great mercy to Zevi son of Arych
Thy scrvant and teach him all Thy numberless secrets in
the Torah which Thou gavest with Thy hand to Moses
Thy saintly {servant). In the following I will arrange
before you, and as 1 shall write it will be made plain, that
‘which {s perfumed with myrrh and incense and all the
powders of the merchant’ (Cant. 3. 6). God is our King,
to Him is duc praise, I will praise Him in assemblies and
congregations, for He gave us, as cherished treasurc, the
perfection of beauty {the Torah). The Dweller of the
Clouds may grant me to understand and to be able to
write down the words of the Fathers (of my Father). He
gave me also a small portion, and He may grant me under-
standing with a2 double measure as a gift from Heaven, in
His great Goodness and Mercy may He bring us into the
land of Lile, and may God's Glory be revealed. 5537 a.M.
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Folio 2a (1 b Zs dlank).

Behold how pleasant are to my palate the words of the
wise, which are a cure for the soul.

These arc novellac to the Talmud, Tosaphat and com-
mentators Rishonim and Aharonim (of olden and late
times) by the Gaon the great Rabbi, &c., R. Aryeh l.ocb,
Heuad of the Congregation of Glogau, who formerly was
Rabbi in Lwow the Imperial Residence (Capital). he is my
Master and teacher, my father, who in his great wisdom
and Jearning has produced many new interpretations and
explanations of the Talmud. When these novellae became
more and more numerous, while the quality of the scholars
and pupils of my father became more and more inferior,
and every one of them wrote down the products of my
father's mind, to use them in later life in talmudical dis-
putes as his own achievements, so I, the smallest and
humblest of my father’s pupils, have made up my mind
to write down what I heard from him, so as to preserve
my father’s words, who is too busy with communal affairs.
Whea my father saw this (book) he spoke to me: You do
right, my son, write down everything so that you may
learn the way of life, which is the way of the Torah, of
which it is said: ¢ She is a tree of life for those who grasp
it’, and what you do not know, ask me, as it is said : * Ask
thy father and he will show thee, thine elders and they
wili tell thee ' (Deut. 32. 7). These words I have taken to
heart and have done accordingly, as your eyes will see.

I have divided this book into five parts, the one is the
part of songs, then the part of the riddles, the part of the
Peshat, while the part of the Peshat is again divided into
the pait of the father and of the son and of the writing.

Zevi Hirsch b, Aryeh Loeb.
2



68 RABBINATE OF TilE GREAT SYNAGOGUE, LONDON

Folio 2 b contains first : A nice song for Flanukkah. Then

follows :
A nice conundrum on the game called Chess (Shacktadle).

I will sing a song of war, founded on wisdom and
understanding. Two armics arc arranged one opposite
the other, to kill their enemies. Each army is again
divided into two parts, in order that if the one army
comes and beats the first part, bringing it right down,
the other part can still escape. They are arranged in
cight rows cach on one side. Between the two Kings
with their great armies is a field with thirty-two diffcrent
ways in which paths run, and there they arrange their
battles. The camps are like trenches and forts. Youny
fierce men, all heroes.  Two warriors riding on white asses,
and two elders (bishops) dear to their King and wisc, and
at the sides of the first row two princes are standing, and
the King himsell with his Qucen take part in the battle
on the high hilltop. In frant of the King and his honourcd
princes are ecight servants (pawns); they face the first
strong onslaught, and the Queen who stands at the side
of the King, moves about for him everywhere. This praisc-
worthy wife, the ornament of her hushand, walks about
the whole battlefield to guard her beloved ; the elders pro-
ceed first to guard the various paths and the knight goes
with them on roundabout ways. He has threc paces, two
straight in front of him and one sideways like the elders,
the wise men. IHe (the kuight) hurriedly goes forth,
nobody can stop him as he would push him away in his
strength. He moves in front of the people until he ‘reaches
the desired position, and the princes, the gencrals of the
army, proceed in an cven step in unity and {riendship (with
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one another) ; somctimes they take the King to their side
and take his former place to hinder the encmy from reaching
him. They open up for bim a way of escape, but when
the King has once stepped out, he does not change any
more from his usual manner to move to cither of the four
sides, like the ordinary soldiers, as the King, even in
war-time, keeps his dignity, and he takes only one step to
whatever side lic proceeds, siowly and evenly. Al these,
the King and his officers, can turn to every side of
the four, according to the player’s wish they move
and rest, and like their coming and going so are their
attacks, except for the infantry, who stand in front facing
the battlefield, for they go only in one straight line and only
move one field. They are, however, like the knight in
their attack, for they hit out sideways and give no quarter.
When they move, however, they do not turn and cannot
go backwards, they cannot turn to their cnemies bot have
to meet them face to face to guard their master- This
infantry who stand bcfore the entourage of the King have
accordingly three ways of moving forward, and also those
of them who stand at the side, can, at the beginning of the
battle, step outl like giants (herocs) three rows forward,
and all those who have stepped forward these three rows
have to stop there. If any one attacks the King his whole
army has to die for him, and so also in the cpposing
party, and all have according to the will of mankind (the
player) to stand on their assigned places.

Now I will explain to you their order of position, cach
onc according to his status. The King has his place in the
fourth row in the middle of his people. IHe must not
stand at the side, so that he may not be caught, Next
ta him his helpmate stands, the honoured one by her
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consort’s side, and next either of them stands an Elder
to show them the way as is mcet, to every one according
to the rules whether high or low is his position. At the
side of each LElder stands a proved rider to keep order in
the camp, and a General stands next to him to instruct
him what to do. When he fights the enemy he stands by
him, in true affection (for the brother-in-arms). The eight
messengers are marched up in front of all these, they are
sent first of all to get information about the cnemy's
position, and each onc (of the officers) sends his messenger
or keeps him back and they are all instructed what to do,
if misfortune befalls them on their way. But if he is
able to get from one end of the battlefield to the other
without coming to barm, he hecomes his own mastcr, and
a prince of his people like the one before whom he stood
in his old place. If that ane (the officer) is slain and is no
more, he takes his place or even comes back to the court
of his King and becomes a woman {Queen), but not a King
as it is impossible for two Kings to have onc and the same
crown, but onc King may have two wives. If his first wife
is gone and taken, he takes this one in her place, puts the
royal crown on her hecad as is the right of the wife, the
crown of her husband, she is his ornament and honour.

A SONG FOR PASSOVER,

Give praise and thanks to God the Mighty, Pharaoh lle
threw into the deep sea, but His people he led through as
il on dry land. MHe sent ten plagues against Pharaoh my
encmy, by the hand of the man from the tribe of Levi.
It is Moscs who led us out of Egypt,
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TFolio 3 b.

ITe let us walk on dry land in the midst of the sea,
brought us down the Torah from Heaven, which he received
from the lips of God, divided it into five parts; all well
arranged and observed is the Torah and her explanation.

Pesah is the day of relief, on that day will come help to
the chosen people, He will Iead us out of our exile, then
we shall sing a new song.

(Here follows a verse of which each line begins with
a lctter of the Alphabet.)

APPENDIX IV

WILL OoF R. SAurL B, ZEVI HIRsC1L%

Cory of the will of Rabhi Saul son of Rabbi Zevi
Hirsch, Chief Rabbi of Berlin, which I copied word for
word from his own handwriting, found on him after his
dcath, which occurred on Sunday, 23rd of IJeshwan, §555.

‘The lot of man is unknown to himself, as to whare
and when (he would die), it is therefore the duty of every-
body who goes on a journey to make a will as long as he
is alive (and decide) what he wishes should be done to him
and to all that is his when God shall have gathered him
from under Him. The more so it is the duty of a man
travelling from land to land, from town to town, especially
if he is a sickly man. I am now on my journcy here in
Halle, and intend to travel to distant Jands, and perchance
I shall not he able ta speak to any one about myself; then
any nne who will find me dead, he will find my will in the
porket of my coat, and it shall be to him as if it were the

@ From the Nebrew in Ordicud, Lithl, | 1843, pp» 712-13.
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words of my lips, and if he be a righteous man, who is
willing to do a true kindness (nox b o), may he fulfil
my words, as follows:

¢ Everything that is found upon me, be it little or much,
may be sent to my father, the Rahbi of Berlin, after he has
taken from it the purchase-money for a burial place for
me. All the writings, however, which shall be found in
my trunk or in any other receptacle, it shali be forbidden
-to anybody to take even one leaf and to read it. Every-
thing shall be left in paper, be scaled up and sent to my
above-named {ather or to my children or to trustworthy
men in Berlin, and they shall give them to those who are
worthy of them (to whom they concern).

"The following T ask for myself: No garment which
I have upon me shall be taken away, just as they find me,
they shall bury mec in some forest, or in any place they
find, only it shall be far away from the graves of other
people. And 1 ask everybody whaose heart has becen
touched by the fear of God, not to talk behind my coffin
on account of my having asked for this, for he cannot
know the reason for this stipulation ; however, even thosc
who speak blamingly ahout me, shall he forgiven—only if
they do as I ask.

“‘Any one who will act, in any of the points written
here, against my will, it will be counted as a great sin to
him (aw'n 24) and God will not forgive him; as anybody
who has knowledge of the Talmud knows that only one
who says, “ do not bury me at all” should not be obeyed
but a stipulation like this one (which I have made) may
be made in one's Will.

' And Gad, to whom are known zll the desires of human
beings, He knows my intentions, and will yet help me to
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good days and a life in which I may scrve Him in pleasure
(when | shall be ablc to serve him amidst joy), when I shall
be able to devote mysclf to Torah and wisdom, which give
joy to the embittered heart and soul, and be able to live in
quictness and safety without being ticd to a scat of vanity
(M. Joseph's note: “referring to the office of Rabbi, which
he bated, as is well known to everybody ™). Thesc are the
words of onc with an embittered soul whom God has given
to drink of the cup of misery enough and more and still
has not given up in his heart ta pray to God and to hope.

SAUL.
(Gwew jopn ww).”

The lollowing is the inscription of R. Saul’s tombstone
to which Mr. Isracl Solomons called my attention. The
stone is standing near the wall facing the entrance at
the Alderncy Road Cemetery in Mile End, London.
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11,
RABBI DAVID TEVELE SCIlIFF.

R. ZEVI HIRSCHEL LEWIN left London for IMalberstadt
in the spring of 1764, and the I.ondon community was not
long in finding a successor, for in 1765 we see R. Tevele
Schiff already installed as Rabbi of the Great Synagogue
in Duke’s Place. Chiefly instrumental in bringing off his
election was Aaron Goldsmith (Goldschmidt), the founder
of the well-known Angio-Jewish family, to whom his
uncle, a certain R. Johanan, had recommended the Rabbi.
He is styled by Rabbi Tevele as cousin in a letter which

"he wrote to his brother R. Meir on Adar 21, 1776
(App. V, Letter T). A cectain Rabbi Meir Ianover
was likewise one of those who helped his cause by
writing to friends in London.?® We only know of oue
competitor, who tried hard to succeed R. Hirschel, and
that was his cousin R. Meshullam Zalman, son of Rabbi
Jacob Emden of Altona, who ultimately was chosen as
Rabbi of the Hambro Synagogue, and came to London
likewise in the year 1765. R. Jacob Emden in his Auto-
biography gives us some intercsting details with reference
to this clection.®? He says: ‘In the month of Nisan of
the same year (1763) my son Rabbi Meshullam Zalman

@ See lciter | in Appendix V.
o qep NSYY, ed. Kahana (Warsaw, 1896}, p. =03 L.
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was clected as Rabbi (™ n'3 ax8) of the Hamburger con-
gregation in London, likewise a resutt of my activity and
endeavours for some time past, and after I nearly gave up
cvery hope for it. For he had many opponents on the
part of the Synagogue in Duke’s Place, which separated
from the community(!) and elected another Rabbi, R.
Tevele Schiff from Frankfort-on-the-Main., It was, how-
ever, from God, and so all the plotting and obstacles, the
opposition placcd in my son's way, could not frustrate his
clection. lveu after he had duly been elected they con-
spired against him, and people wrote me letters threatening
that, if he came to London, they would attack and abuse
min. Al this was done at the instigation of that man
“Laze” (), a pupil of *that man” who made spccial
cfforts and wrote me letters, full of perversions and untruths,
with the intention of frightening me so that I should
prevent my sen from accepting the position. The con-
gregation of the Hamburg Shaol (Synagogue), however,
was anxious to have him, and they had warned me
beforehand to take no notice of that shameful letter.
He visited us here, and remained during the past Shabuot
festival, and all the most notable men of the three Kchillahs
(Hamburg, Altona, and \Wandsbeck) gave evidence of the
respect they felt for him. He left us and entered wpon
his dutics in London at the middle of Tammuz, and was
welcomed with great honours and with joy. [ have since
heard that even his forimer enemies have now become his
friends. May God grant that he rise higher and higher
and be blessed with children.’ ¢

It appears from this note that the London community
had originally intended to appoint one Rabbi only for both

¥4 Apparently Meshullam Zalman had no children,
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Synagogues, in the same way as Rabbi Zevi Hirschel had
filled both offices simultaneously. Jacob Emden had en-
deavoured to secure this position for his son, but the more
important part of the community was opposed to him, and
they elected R. Tevele Schiff for Duke's Place. Emden's
party aftenwards succeeded in appointing him as Rabbi of
the Hambro-Shool. The man Laze, or Lazar, mentioned in
Emden's note, was an adherent of the Baal-Shem Samucl
Falk, a cabbalist and mystic, who lived in London for
about forty years until his death in the ycar 1782, and
Emden may refer to Falk when he says that Laze was
a pupil of ‘that man ¥ We cannot tell whether Falk had
a great following in the community, but at the end of his
days we know that he was well disposcd towards R. Tevele,
as he bequeathed him an annuity of £10% Also another
member of the Beth Din, R. Abraham of Nancy, is benefited
by the same Will to the extent of fifty guineas.®® The
man Laze is often mentioncd in MS. Adler, No. 2247,
which comprises the most interesting diary of Falk's
factotum, 'Zevi Hirsch son of R. Isaac (Isik) the Levite
Shtadlan of Kalisch’, written in the years 1747-51. This
Zevi b. Isaac styles the man ‘Laze Levi of Hamburg’
or x> mMaA (the windy Lazar), and it appears that this
1.aze was sent by Falk on secrct missions to Germany and
Holland, but was nevertheless very often in dire poverty,

€ The refeccnce may, however, 2lso mean Eybeschtiz, whom Emden
oficn calls 'R 1NR.

64 The Will says: 'To the High Pricst of the Great Synagogue for the
time being, whoever he may be, Ten Pounds Ten Shillings annually . . .75
see f. Ehsi. Soc. Engl. Transact., V111, Misc., p. xlviit.

& +Top Mr. Abraham the son of Solomon, usually called Abrabam
Nancy.” He signs, however: ‘Abraham Hamburger of Nancy’ in the
document of testimony dated 5 Elul 1983 and 26 Elul same year.  Sec
Appendix V,
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although he had a well-to-do relative in London called
Selig of 1lamburg. Wholc pages of the MS. arc devoted
to the debts which Laze made by borrowing from Falk’s
servant various smaller sums. Tt is not unlikely that
Laze oppased the clection of the son of R. Jacob Emden,
.who was known to be a bitter opponent of every cabbalist
and mystic, Lazar [Tamburger's daughter, Sarah, marricd
Benjamin Wolf Franklin of Breslau, the auccstor of the
Franklin family, in London on August 28, 1765. Mr. Arthur
Tranklin in his ¢ Records of the Franklin family’ (I.ondon,
1915}, p- 11, reproduces the tombstone inscription of Lazar
Hamburger’s father. According to Mr. Iranklin (26,
p. 10) this ¢ Elcazar Leiza ' was knawn as Lazarus Joseph.
Although the Halizah-lettcr to which he refers does not
call him Leiza, but a5 updx, i.e. ‘Lezer’, there scems
little doubt that he was identical with the Laze mentioned
in Emdcn's autobiography, who was the follower of the
cabbalist Falk. The letter of 1lalizah to which Mr. Franklin
refers, and which he has shown mc, is dated Breslau, 28th
of Kislev, 5526 (1765), and is an undertaking by Asher
Antshel and David Franklin, brothers of Benjamin Wolf
Franklin, to give Halizah to the latter's wife should he
die without leaving issue. Neither of ihese brothers,
however, signed the document, the signatories of which are
Samuel hen Eliezer, scribe of the Breslau community, and
Asher Lemel ben Isaac, the beadle of that congregation.
They address the document to ‘ The great Rabbi, who was
formerly in Podhaice and is now Rabbi in Landon ', namely,
Rabbi Meshullam Zaiman Emden. As time went on, the
opponents of Emden's son scemed to have increased in
number, contrary to what Emden writes in his diary, and
Meshullam Zalman was ultimately compelled to leave
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London. We learn this from a lctter of R. Tevele to his
brother, dated st Ijjar, 1780,% in which he writes that
R. Mecshullam had implored his congregation to let him
remain in London, but they insisted upon his leaving the
country, and agtced to give him an annuity of £50, and
so 'he is leaving during this week’. e appears to have
gone to Stary-Constantinow in Russia, "

Rabbi Tevele, on the other hand, was apparently well-
liked in his community. He was descended from a family

€ See Appendix V, Letter 4,

© QOpinion of Prof. G. Deutsch. Cf. also my fucob Kiniwchi avd Shalosmn
Pruzaglo, p. 2o (London, 1914). There is an ‘Order of Service' extant,
in the possession of Mr. E. N. Adler, far * The Fast Dav held by Command
of the King an the 13th of December 1976, in which R. Meshullam Zalman

is mentioned as author of the Hebrew Prayer said on that oceasion. The
title pages read as follows:

Page 1a
“we N3 A o 15::n PWNIR N maen C3‘5 nsan D
p"p v noxan moa aved 175pnA M nae wanb o %) noea
Lo 2b apar 23 Amoabx ooy maa [ rada wTpr phaoww
Page 2a

¢ A Form of Prayer composed by the Reverend and Most learned Rabby
Isracl Meshulam Spolomon D D. Rabby of 1the Jews Synagogne in Magpy-
Alley Fen-Church Street and of the New Synagague in Leadenhall Sircet.
To be used on Friday the 13th day of December 1976. For suceess ol His
Majesly’s Arms according 1o His Majesty’s Proclamation. Faithfully trans-
lated by Alex. Alexander, Printer, and sold by the Translator No. 78 White
Chapel High Street.!

The baoklet cansists of sixteen pages in 8vo, The serman preached on
that occasion was likewise printed by A. Alexander and consists of twelve
paragraphs which fill twenty-scven aclavo pages. The title reads: A |
Serman | Preached | On Friday the t3th of December 1776 | by the Reverend
lsrac] Meshulam Soloman | Rabby of the Jews Synagogues in Church Rew |
Fen.Church Street and T.eadenhall Street | Reing |a Moral Discourse | Suited
1o the Saleinn Occasion of the Day | Appointed by Royal Praclamation | For |
a General Fast | Te pray for the Success of His Majesty's Arms. | A Frece
tranalation from the Hebrew | . Printed by A. Alexander &e. (as on the
Order of Service). E. N, Adler possesscs a copy of this sermon {ep. Woll-
Jacohs : Bibl. Angl. Jud., p. 1904
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of Rabbinical scholars. The famous Rabbi Mcir Schiff of
Tulda, author of A% o3*nw ser'n, who died in 1641 at the
age of thirty-six, was also a member of this family.®
According to Dictz there were two branches of this family
in Frankfort, the onc descended from the head of the
Frankfort Yeshibah, Jacab b. Beifus Cohn zum Wedei (dicd
1655). This branch became extinct in 1714, R. Tevele
was a descendant of Jacob Cohn's brather [saac, who lived
in the house called *zum Schiff? (thence the family name
Schiff), and died in the year 1656.°° His grandson, Moses
Meyer Schiff, was a wealthy man, and lived in the house
called ‘ zum gritnen Schild ', which remained the property
of the family until the death of his grandson, Solomon
Schiff, R. Tevele Schiff's father, in 1777 (22 Adar II).™
The well-known philanthropist, Jacab H. Schiff of New
York, is a descendant of another son of this Moses Meyer,
nanely of Joseph Moses, called Joshel Mayer Schiff,
likewise of the house ‘zum griinen Schild’. After the
death of Solomon Schiff, his sons R. Tcvcle, then already
Rabbi in London, and R. Meir Dayyan in Frankfort, sold
their interest to Meir Rothschild, the ancestor of the
Rothschild family. The minute-book of the Frankfort
Beth-Din records a dispute between the vendor R. Meir
Schiff and the purchaser, the former insisting upon payment
of the balance of the purchase money in gold coin, while
Meir Rothschild insisted that he necd only pay in ‘minz’

 See Loewcnstein, Gesch. d. Jud. i d. Kurpfals, p. 153; Dictz,
Stanunbduch d. Frankf, Juden (1007), p. 258; Horowitz, Frankf. Rabb.
{= R, vol 111 pp. 38 -q0, and Frankfurter Grabinschriften (= FG.).

% His son Bendit died 4th Tammuz 1660, Hor,, FG., No. 864.

7 Hor., ibid., Nao. 3572, where he is styled PN = the venerable.

Dielz states as his birth date 1730, which cannot be carrect, as in 1977 his
san R, Tevele was already more than forty-seven years old (sce later).
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money, which was less than the gold currency. There was
also a dispute between the parties with reference to the
ground rent (called ‘ Grundzins’), which R. Meir Schiff
contended was not to be allowed to the purchaser until
it actually became due, while the purchaser required allow-
ance for it at once. The minutes mention that half of the
house had been the property of thie London Rabbi Tevele
Schiff. The house * Griines Schild ' was already in existence
in the ycar 1608, as mentioned by Schudt (Fiid. Merk-
wiirdighcitenr, 111, p. 147), and it s also in his list of
houses of the Frankfort Judengasse of the year 1611 (76id.,
Pp- 133 and 154) ™

R. Tevele’s mother was Roesche, daughter of Abele
London. R. Mecir Schiff, in the preface.to his work 711
Aoy, referring to this grandfather, says that his brother
had come back to the place of origin of their mother.
R. Tevele was a devoted son, and even in his old age
he mentions his parents with reverence and gratitude.
In a letter to his brother written in the year 1776,
when his father was apparently already old and fechle
and unable to read, he expresses his doubt whether his
brother should communicate the contents of the letter
to the father, lest he should be disappointed, in casc
the eclection of his brother Meir to the Rabbinate of
Copenhagen, referred to in the letter, would not be
realized. Writing about the anniversary of his mother's
dcath (called Jahrzeit) in 1787, he says: ‘ He could not
answer his brother's letter of Sivan ist earlier than the
261th (date of the letter) as their mother’s Jahrzeit inter-
vened, which he spent studying all night and fasting

1 ¢ Hiertz zum Gruecnen Schild als der Zeit Baumcister’ {p, 154); sce
also Appendix VI
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all day for the benefit of her soul, as it was to her that
he has to be thank{ul for the tender care, and *the wine
and oil she bathed him in during his childhood ¥ 7% which
enabled him to fast in his old age.” In another letter of
the 215t Adar, 1782, he writes that he post-dates the letter
to the 22nd, becausc that day was the Jahrzeit of his
father, and he could not write then on account of the fast
he observed on that day. IHis father was, in keeping with
the tradition of the family, a carned man who trained his
children in the traditional way, his chief object being to
make his sons 19h 23, religious Jews learned in the Law.
We know little of R. Tevele's early days, except that, as
a young man, hc was a pupil of Jacob Poper, Rabbi in
IFrankfort, 1he celebrated author of the Responsa apy 3w,7
and of his successor, R. Jacob Joshua Falk,”* of Lemberg,
author of the work Y™ “m—one of the classical works
in Talmudic exposition—who was also (famous as a great
adversary of R. Jonathan Eybeschiitz.

R. Tevele married Breinle, danghter of Isaac Sinzheim
of Frankfort a. M., and thus became connected with anather
famous and respected Jewish family. His father-in-law
was a brother of Abraham Sinzhecim, the famous Shtadlan
of Vicnna, and of Judah Ephraim Leb Sinzheim, founder of
the Beth-Hamidrash in Worms; while another brother,
Solomon Sinzheim, played likewise an imporlant role in
the life of the Jewish community of Vienna.™® Solomon

™ Referring to the saying of R, lanina, *Lhe wacem waler {(baths) and
the aqil wilth which my mother treated me in iny youth they gave me
strength in my old age', sec Hullin a4 b, where it is stated that R. 1lanina
when cighty years old conld stand an onc leg while ke slipped off his shoe
and put it on again. A Roschen Schifl died ag Kislev 5303. Cp. £17, 2450,

1 Frankfurt a, M. 1702,

? Died 1756. Scc about Popers and Falk, Tlor., £/, vols. 1T and 111,

% About Solamon 5. sce Banmpgarten-Kaufmane, 2102 l‘bJD, Intro-

. G



82 RABBINATE OF THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE, LONDON

Sinzheim’s daughters were (1) Mate, wife of R. Tevelc's
brother, R. Meir Schiff, and (2) Mindcl, wife of his son
Moscs, who in this way was a brother-in-law of his uncle
R. Meir. The letters printed in the appendix furnish
convincing proofs as to the correctress of these data, and
disposc of the statement made by Dr. F. Adler in his
essay, ' The Chief Rabbis of England' {Few. Hist. Ex/ib.
Papers, p. 285), and accepted by Mr. Israci Solomon
(Transactions ¥. Hist. Soc. Engl., VII, p. 241), that R.
Tevele married Ber Adler’s sister (true is only that R. Ber
Adler's wile was R. Tevele's sister). The Hazkarah-Book
of Worms™ contains in praising terms a lengthy record
of the death of Breinle, wile of R. Tevcle Schifl.

Soon after his marriage R. Tevele became head of the
Beth-ha-Midrash in Worms, of svhich his wife’s uncle, Lcb
Sinzheim, was the founder. Horowitz (FR., vol. 1II,
p. 18) was not awarc of the fact that R. Tevele lived for
some time also in Vienna. This is evident from MS. Adlér,
No. 1160. This MS. contains on 147 quarto lecaves notes
of Halaka and Haggadic lectures by R. Tcvele Schiff,
ductian, p. 5. The gencalogy of the family is given by Leewenstein,
Rurpfale, p. at5, and ibid., Anhang, 132. Loewenstein docs not mention
Sclamon Sinzheim except the grandfather of the same name, while Baum-

garten did not know of Sol. S.'s two daughters. Mate Schiff died 21st

Kislev 1B17. See FG., No. 4899. Cp. also L. A. Franke!, Tuschnjften,
Nos. 429 and 689,

% See M 5” 1P, vol. 1, 1887, p. 4g: NN NPUIZD AN NNA
AV awR Ao Mapa Y oovasm oMK %> na A nTw
anbsm gy ny 933 “sagb mpmm nss nbya pyam o vy
T ANBIENT ) OM MmN nReY R apta v i
DUNR MMS3 AwS: NPAN AN M POR 1O AM3 ATt woR
Pemn n:15 pPa Pk T ey napa Ay Abya i Ao
o b3 w3 pxepn S 3%pm paw AT RO annnnd neapy
(05 p7p7 997N g baye 37ep 370 AN abra,
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delivered in \Worms, Vienna, Frankfort-on-the-Main, and
London. The carliest date given is 3"Pn=1743, and the
tatest )"opn = 1783.  From this MS. we gather that he
was in Vienna in the years 1758 and 1739, where he acted
as Maggid (preacher) from the month of Adar, 5518, until
Flanukkalh, 5519. After that he lived in Worms for about
cleven years. His son Moses was Barmizwah there on
Sabbath ', 5512 (November, 1751). Notcs from Frankfort
are dated r762-3, while the first note written in London was
the concept of a scrmon for the penitential Sabbath of the
year 17635.7
In Frankfort he acted as Dayyan under the celebrated
Rabbi Abraham Lissa, the successor of his teacher, Joshua
Falk, as Chief Rabbi of Frankfort (1759-69), who a few
years later (1766) was onc of the chief actors in the much
discusscd * Get of Cleve' affair, The senior Dayyan was
R. Tevele's life-long (ricnd, the Rosh-Yeshibah R. Nathan
Maas.”® e acted as Dayyan in his native town for
approximatcly three ycars, and during this time had also
a Yeshibah of his own, instructing young men in the
knowledge of Talmud and Rabbinic law. One of his
7 The following is a list of data contained in the manuseript,  iVorus:
AN MOW ‘B, p.otgzb; PRI ‘D, p 14k ; 3MPN PPN, pp. 47a and
482 7PN I, p. 53a; 1PN N, sob; NAER MON 373 and nen
BN, po 1782 BMPN IN] YO, p. 1eq9a; DYPR ONID 073, poig7 b;
Bpn 5% 1, p.orgea; BTN bR 37, p. rg6a; 37PN oY N7,
p. t39a, Vrenna: N* PN, p. 59b aad the lollowing other dates of the
same year; "WIN, p. 18rh; N2N *), poa83a; NN 173, p. 184 a; AN 9,
p.1goa; DM N™, p. 183a; DAL 1", p. 196a.  Franbfort: |2 nbSnn
73PN PP, p. 183a; 33PN, p. 2eob.  Lowdow: VII*PN AP NAW,
p. 166a; 9PN 1A, p. 1gab; A*5pn ¥, p. 8aa; BTSpR AT,
p. 17ab; ND"PN, p. 186 ; 7)”DEN LI N, p. e b.
7 Sce Morowitz, #R., I, p. 8.

G 2
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pupils, the most famous one, was the great cabbalist Rabbi
Nathan Adler (a ncar relative of the late Chicf Rabbi of
London, Dr. Nathan Marcus Adler), who for a short time,
in 1782, was Rabbi of Boskowitz in Moravia, and is known
as the author of a commentary on the Mishnah, cntitled
mn: “a e (ed. Dr. B. H. Auerbach, Frank{urt, Kaufmann).
Horowitz has proved that many of the nates in this work
are identical with the explanations on the Mishnah which
R. Tevele Schiff gave in his work 2™ meb, and he suggests
that the real author of these explanations was R, Tevele.™

In Fcbruary, 1765, Rabbi David Tevele Schifl was
elected Rabbi of Duke's Place Synagogue, in the same
year as Haham Mose IHacohen D'Azevedo became Rabbi
of the Sephardi congregation and R. Meshullam Zalman
Emden of the Hambro Synagogue, cach one using the title
Ab-beth-Din. We have heard that R. Meshullam Zaiman
had been desirous to obtain the post of Rabbi for both con-
gregations, and probably to emphasize his independence he
styled himself ' Chief Rabbi of London and the Provinces’ in
the approbation of Buzaglo's 150 %038 in the same way as
R. Tevele always signs, even in the letters which he sent
to his braother (seec Appendix), ' Rabbi of Iondan and the
Provinces’. R. Tevele soon won friends in London, and
he enjoyed general respect from his own congregants as
well as from peoplc outside his congregation. He seemed
1o have lived in peace with his colleagues, no quarrels or
disputes arc recorded, not even between Emden and him.

His reputation was so great, that when Buzaglo attacked

7 See Horowitz, FR., 1V, p. 39 T,

2 My conjecture in ‘Jacob Kimchi and Shalom Buzaglo' (J. Fist. S.
Tr., VII, p. a7z, also London, luzac & Co., 1914) has 1o be modified
accordingly.
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Emden in a most aggressive and offensive manner,’* the
latter applies to R. Tevele for a testimaonial, while Buzaglo
gave him the title Syt o0 = ¢ the High Priest .

R. Tevele's name soon became well known in the
Jewish world. The T.ondon Jews had busincss connexions
on the Continent and overscas, and frequently questions
and inquiries reached him from rclations of London Jews
in those parts, especially rcligious questions relating to
marriages and divorce cases. Ile in turn had occasion
to address letters of a similar kind to Rabbis residing
on the Continent. Thus we have a letter he wrote to
R. Joseph Steinhart of IFlrth, inquiring whether the letter
of divorce produced by the woman Frumet, daughter of
I.chb, wife of Lebele Roedelsheim, dated five years pre-
viously, was a valid document, and he asks him for con-
firmation ol the samec. This letter (App. V, Letter XTIHT)
also contains a request to the same Rabbi to intervenc
in the case of a certain Gedaliah b. L.eb of Maineck, near
Burgkundstadt in Bavaria, now living in I.ondon. Iis
wife refuses to follow him to this country, and R. Tevele
asks the Rabbi of Fiirth to persuade her to accept o letter
of divorce which the man intends sending to her through
a messenger (Mow). Interesting is the story of another
woman, the wife of Nathan Hairis of London, rccorded
in a document of testimony (MY nh2, App. V, XXI),
taken up by the Beth Din of London under the presidency
of R. Tevele in the year 1783. The husband had left
England on board a warship for Jamaica, and died some
time afterwards on board another ship, anchored at Port
Anionio, on his return journcy to England, and was buried
in the latter place. As witness figures a certain Solomon

&L Cp. my cdition of Buzaglo’s 1 NIY0, &c., in Hazofeh, vol. 1V, 1914.
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b. Tsaac the Levite, who lived in Detroit opposite the housc
of Admiral Route (or Rowthe?),5? whose steward hrought
him the news of Harris's death. There being. alse other
cvidence in the form of a letter written by Abraham Simson
of Jamaica to his mother living in Londen, in which the
circumstances of Harris's death were related in agreement
with the witness's statemcnt, the Beth Din accepted the
evidence, and permitted the woman to re-marry. Another
letter relating to a divorce case sent to Rabhi Saul of
Amsterdam is likewise printed in the Appendix (No. V,
Letter X1V), though not only questions of practical religious
nature formed the subjects of cur Rabbi's corvespondence.
Among the ninetcen letters preserved in MS. Adler, No.
4095, are several dealing with theoretical expositions of
Talmudic dicta. Most noteworthy of these are two letters
by Rabbi Isaiah Pick, generally known as R. Isaiah Berlin,
one of the first critics of the Talmud in the eightcenth
century. He wrote fourtecen important works, among which
the most noteworthy are: Notes on the Aruch nxbzn
awaw 83; Novellae to the Talmud ‘e ea'n, now to
be found in ncarly every Jater edition of the Baby-
lonian Talmud, and his commentary on the Sheeltoth
entitled 2% RYww#  Prof. A, Rerliner, in his biographical
sketch (Rabbi Fesajal Berlin, Berlin, 1879), compares him
to the Gaon Elijah of Wilna, and says that while the latter
cxcclled by his crudition and genial spirit, R. Isaiah was
a starchouse in which all the treasures of Jewish tradition
were to be found to an astonishing degree. His knowledge
of ncarly every word of the Talmud was amazing, and
# He writes : I\, ep. App. V. Ne. 21,

8 Val. I, Breslay, 1830 ; vol. 11, Wicu, 1859.
® Dyhrenfurt, 1786,
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Berliner regrets that most of R. Isaiah’s responsa arc lost.
Woe are now in the happy position to give in the Appendix
(V. Nos. 17 and 18) two responsa which R. Isaiah wrole
to R. Tevele Schiff in the years 1785 and 1787, con-
taining important notes to various passages of the Talmud.
He addresses R. Tevele as 2" “relative’, on account of
R. Isaiak's father, R. Locb Mohiah Eisenstadt, having
becn a descendant of the famous R. Meir Schifil of Fulda,
known as the * Maharam Schiff 88  In one of the letters
R. Isaiah refers to his recently edited commentary on the
Sheeltoth, and says that he had sent two copies of thix
work through the good offices of R. Bendit b. Leb Halfan
of Amsterdam, one for R. Tevele and the other for R. Leb
Pressburg, Aaron Goldschmidl's son-in-law. Responsa to
R. Isaialhk arc to be found in the work ZLeskon Zakad
of R. Tevele Schiff, vol. II, pp. 1oa and 3o0a. Other
famous Rabbis with whom our Rabbt had correspondence
were R, Ezckiel Landau of Prague and his friend R. Nathan
Mass Rosh beth-Din in Irankfort, to whom he sends a
detaited description of the consceration of the Great Syna-
gogue in 1766, and with whom he corresponded in the

15 See Horawitz, #°R., vol. 11, pp. as-40; Berliner, ibid., p. 7; cp.
also Weiss, 73" M'2 WAN, p. 33, nud Loewenstein, Kwrpfais, p. a4t.
R, Isaiah was born in Eisenstadt, Hungary, in the year 17:g, and dicd
as Rpbbi of Breslau on the r3th of May 1999, Cp. Jew. Enc, 111, p. 750,

where the ycar of his birth is given as 1725; sce also Braan in Graciz-
Jubdlschrift, p. 263, and 1. Zunz PIND MY, p. 163.

% The Order of Service to this Consecration is not in the British
Muscum, but BMr. E. N. Adler is the fortunate owner of Lhe one capy of
which I know, The title pages read:

Page ra
wn5np na Lronn naxy ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂﬂ noian N N2 noun Y
L5895 wya DM wPAN JINAN DBot pEa OWLN e Sap
p72b Y an wunn new
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most friendly manner for many years.’** Letters from and
to R. Saunl], Chief Rabbi of Amsterdam, brother of R. Zevi
Hirschel Lewin, and others from R. Nunis Vais of Livorno
have also been saved, the latter being published in R. Tevcle's
work Leshon Zalkad (p. 29b). The Rabbi of Livorne had
asked for his advice in the case of a marriage and subse-
quent divorce of a Cohanite and a black woman from India.
Most of R. Tevele’s letters which I found in MS. Adler
4095 are, however, of a private character and addressed
to his brother R. Mecir, They are of special interest owing
to the vivid and homely style, the unrestrained manncr
in which the brother answers the requests or questions of
the other, rebukes are intermixed with expressions of sincere
attachment, and wec sce the truc brotherly love which
united the Rahbi of London with the Dayyan of Frankfort,
who was also bound to him by other tics, to which
circumstance we have already referred. When reading
these letters we can well imagine the complacent life our
Rabbi led in London, but we are also enabled to see some
phases of Jewish life in general, how the Jew lived, his
small and great troubles as member of his Kehillah or as
negom nzben mash xeen ash b pfp s (Do
Sayn w1 aTm M Ay a's v Syon TINT I W A
SH3) DD DR DEONA nped a5 pipn vfan v
A o ey Yy (D) wan nom Sy wam vy 1:'n5np'1 npay

Page 1b

This Prayer used au the Opening of the Great Synagogue in Doke's
Place 2gth August 1766 composed in Hebrew by Rabbi Nahum Joseph
Polak and made English by J. N. Inscribed to the Most worthy Presidents
Naphlali Franks Esq., Mr Naphali Hart Myers Gent, and br. Joel Levi
Gent. Stewart. Performed by Mr, 1saac Elias Polak Principal Reader and
his Assistants, (Eight pagesin 8vo.)

'+ See Horowitz, FR,, IV, p. 19, and 2N N’JS, vol. 1, pp. 6 and 2€;
sec also Appendix V.
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merchant, and as Shtadlan who has to use his influence
for 5w 551, the general Jewish community. Private
letters of this kind arc very rarely accessible to the public,
although, as a rulc, they are just the most important and
most true sources of history.

R. Tevele shows himself in especially favourable light
in a letter referring to the sentence of death of a young
Jew who had gonc wrong by getting into bad company.
The boy's associates were waylayers, who, having been
caught redhanded, were condemned to death in accordance
with the Jaw of those days. R. Tevcle having persuaded
himself that the Jewish youth had not committed any
capital sin for which he would have descrved the dcath
penalty, moved heaven and carth tq obtain pardon for him,
and, althoupgh the letter in which this affair is described
does not report the final result of the Rabbi's endeavours,
it permits the conclusion that the Jew was pardoned on
condition that he should leave the country and return to
relatives in Germany who would take proper care of him—
for such was the undertaking the petitioners gave. The
letter is addressed to his relative Isaac Michael Speyer,
banker in ILangenschwalbach near Nrankfort (scc address
to Letter XI). Speyer's pecrmanent residence was in
Frankfort, where he occupied a respected position in the
Jewish community. When on the occasion of the Emperor
Leopold's coronation a deputation of representative Jews
waited on him, Speyer was the lcader who spoke the
address of homage on Oct. 1, 1560,% and two years later,

* Sec Horowitz, #*# IV, p, 68. lsaac Speyer's death is recoarded in
Memarbook Offcnbach, MS. Adler, No. 950 (formerly in possession al the late

Mr. S, Schloss of London, who acquired it frem Dr. Carmoly’s library),
p.9aa. Speyer died in Qenbach, where he spent the last years of his life,



90  RABBINATE OF THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE, LONDON

when Franz Il was crowned as Emperor of Germany,
Speyer was again chosen as speaker of the Jewish deputa-

on Friday, 3 Kislev 5568 (1Ba7); his wife Fradle, daughter of Gedalyah
Rofe, died on Sabbath 13 Ab. 1Bir. The following is the text of the

memarials of Isaae Speyer and of his wife (the latter on p. 93 of the
manuseript) ;
grbs Mo

PSP 3 p‘s*.\‘ PAYY 273 wminn aohant pEpPn nnE DN
PO OMEPINTD P ST ONM A '7:*7,3 RS- JIF R\l oy Blhs T 1 iy
MOEN AEI mNa ™3 M T1a vt 93 ttar may oy
‘wy D1man L aan Saa P wew Lanpn men ond amaa
THD PR3 YN YD v Moy Sen aesn LA ny S
st o mam b A owpa S2b R b B ow
oM ovph pinb ben now DA nons T NN LAt
i A m:Pm ]'333 omapn pym prard 57w rax monw DY2N
1P BN PP 05 RSP taE Sy 5" yoa yiom am LN
QP MM TN PPAM RO WK LATA DY D M opn A
P o Snoman L men emdb Sy 3R e
225 2% oy b pim Srmoam M7 iamm mbp pfA%a vawn
vy menbe wabah cpuopb anbh aebh e wesp wnan
AIND TWAR BARY Mamm A MEa L e o 995 n7n vveban
12P3 LAy mpIst DR s 5250 . amana nces 105 mpasd

sieR prbya P vy R o YT YN 2 SYENYD
1"‘7DD " E‘)W\P DA oy med mes meb pm‘* Ny
7% WD PP M2 plab nopin
Ai°pT 2%en NVEY PYW 173 ow b5 vaa wepn
K7V 93 AT

omeR e
na nL,\ﬁxﬁs NTY NBDMBRA 7NN AMPA MURT NBE NN
falo im0 MNP B0 nmbx 575 MDYV 11591 e men FSeha
Loann & N Nt AN anne ay L 5"t SRYDE DYN a°ana
apys OB N3 M APPoa pIw a1 adn A e Sa

s ppr ot by by« by
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tion. e had great influence in official circles, and exercised
it with great success on various occasions in the interest
of his fellow Jews in and outside Germany. The principal
Shtadlan in London was R. Lcb Pressburg, son-in-law of

YT AMJI 2% Poy 53 514' mopa " TEn mopan ey

TENR A IN”WR N mc':: fpp mny &8 RN miowna San

e moy ona v 8a Sy oy ona mserb ama pebn ey
N " oan 99w Lanen oS pmam Coraxnb anbde e s
an onat S93 Lsmen aby aws A g Aben v =baw amaya
TIDYN) DI LNDT NN TJ"i'ls fo)bbintaie] 5,Enn5 273 "aa 35 ﬂ‘)

M8 e TS o op Yo pw adna by and

max by oo 373 azta oo Laoph memy nnom 23 maph

P31 omen b Anetn phrb anms S7xr o ez mdya ten
DPTINDYT oo BT Y My Tefa pipa fway oy nan wap
135 amew o AmAY AEe» BRRY B A A3 L AN RS

3% Asoxe “a mam thae e pawr mbun abys anmes nbyn
GER DY i v Ve 'R Y
Mynd nnm "M opnnNy B w'np N3 ora 2 Owd nhem
.prab NUPN oW B ne DMID 2 MmN M nand nhapn
58 \t":u PY'R 970" nes moTNmD b3 22 mvep

They had threc sons and one daughier who was the wife of lsaac
Speyer's brother Lazar Michael Speyer. (Sec letters of R, Tevele and his
son Motes, who send greetings 13NM VNND ‘10 your brother aud son in
law’.) Dietz relates thar Speyer left a foriune of 1). 480,000 (about {40,004,
while at that 1ime the fortune of Meir Rothschild wuas anly fl. 60,000
(Stanunbuch, p. 2go). Michacl Speyer oflered hospitality to Rabbi Hayim
Joscph David Azulai, the famous cabbalist and bibliographer, swhen he was,
in 1755, on his mission in Frankfuct (cp. Azolai's intinerary 23 JI¥D
in one of the latest valumes of the Mekize Nirdamim Suciety, of which, sa
tar, [ have anly seen the proolisheets, The reference is under date Ab 23)

Eliczer, san of Michacl Speyer,and lsaac Michac) Speyer s, his brother’s
son-in-law, died ns a young man on the 9th of Ijjar 5599 (1989) | his death
was attributed by Leb Wetzlar in his hook D')\nyn n@yo (Frankfurt a. M.,
1789), a work dirceted against Rabli Nathan Adler, the cabbalist, and his
adherents, to the thrents of Meses Hoelleschau, one of Adler's followers,
who had harassed Speyer with the description of terrible dreams which he
purported ta have had about him {cp. Ficbr, Bébliographie, vol. 1V, 1863, p. 38;.
The Memorbook of the Offeebach Comaunity (MS. Adler, No. gso, p. 482,
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Aaron Goldschmidt,”® a learned man, onc of the leaders
of the Jewish community. Leb Pressburg was known as
Lyon de Simons, and was a son of R. Samue] Pressburg,
banker in Vienna.? It was this R. Leb who, in the
interest of the accused Jewish bay, travelled after the judge,
then on a circuit in the country, and obtained from him
permission to appeal to the king for mercy. It was in
all probability he who came into touch with foreign
ambassadors and noblemen, and obtained their signatures
to the petition. Graf Kognek (or Konnek) and a certain
Baron 1°¥(?), as well as the Russian ambassador, were
among those who took interest in the matter, and signed
the petition. Isaac Speyer gave the Rabbi permission 1o
spend forty guincas on bis account, but this, R. Tevele
writes, will not be quite sufficient, and he asks for pcr-
mission to draw morc on Speyer’s account.  The Rabbi
reveals in this letter (dated 15 Ab., 1785) a truly noble
mind. He is in great anxiety lest he should not act

No. 480) mentions Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman, son of Rabbi Kalman Paosen,
* who brought up the late Eliczer Speyer'. The enley reads as follows ¢
gmo 5P Yap 13 b ownbp WA nes Ny by mar
byt e Yo w3 3 b atwp woma bmoes Y'w
oY O NAMYD AP WA, L, ., .. WD DN WY DY '|D‘?\ 1215
gf=ra] 1'5133 1™ "1 {(ep. also Horowitz, #G., No. 3093). Wec can thus
understand why R. Nathan Maas, Rosh.-Beth-Dinr of Frank{urt, was a bitter
apponent of R. Nathan Adler the Cabbalist (A. Geiger in ffebr. Ribi., V,
p. 77). Maas was a son-in-baw of Michael Speyer, and thus Lrother-in-law
of Eliezer Speyer, whase untimely death was aitributed te a follower of
Adler as mentioned above.  His wile Jutle, daughter of Michael Speyer,
dicd on Lthe 61l of Tcbet, 1954 (Humwiiz, FG ., No. 2823, and FR., vol. 1V,
p- 21). Sir Edgar Speyer is a descendant af this family.

83 R. Tevele mentions his engagement 10 Goldschmidt's daughter in
a letter to his brother R. Meir in 1781 (Letter V).

&8s Samucl Presshurg or, as he was called, Samuel Simon was an uncle
of Simon de Geldern, great-uncle of Heinrich Heine, Cp. D, Kaufmann ¢
~Alntensaai, pp- 36 [ and 11, Adler in jIISE. Traus., vul. V, p. s68.
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promptly enough, and by hesitation become the cause of
a man’s death; sends word to the condemned man urging
him to spend his time in fcrvent prayers to God that He
may sparc his life.  His anxiety is so great that he has
no rest in daytime and no sleep at night, and he writes
to his brother, R. Meir, in a postscript which is added to
the letter, “would it have been a question of a Shidduch
(marriage) where I could have earncd a great sum in
negotiating it, I would not have done it, even if it would
only have meant writing so many and long letters as [ had
to do in this matter." s

Another letter written in the public interest is the one
addressed to R. Herz of Iidelsheim, whom R. Tevele gives
the honouring title of "m0 2Im, and refers to the legacy
of the Baal-Shem Samuel Falk, which formed the basis of
a law-suit, dealt with at length in FHASE. Transactions
vol, VIII, Misc,, by Mr. H. S. Q. Henriques. Cosman
Lchman, an admirer of Falk, claims that the whole of the
estale belongs to him, and as most of the money was
invested in French gavernment bonds Lehman sucd for
an injunction in Paris that the moncy should not be paid
out ta the legatecs.® R. Tevele and the trustces of the
legacy, onc of whom was Aaron Goldsmith, wraote, on
the advice of a certain R. Simon Boas of the Hague to Herz
of IZdelsheim requesting him to use his influence and obtain
permission for the money to be paid over according to the

B Negoitations for marriages or, as it is termed, ‘Shadkanut' was nat

an uncommon secondary occupation of the Rabbis in those days. R. Jacob
Fmden is prond of the fact that while Rabbi of Emden he never tried o
make money in this way. See NBD 1'15:13, p. 1t2.

%2 Cosman Lelimann was son of Herz Lehmann of Vienna and nephuew
of the fameous Hoffactor Behrend Lebmann of Hanover,  Cp. Grunwald :
Sane. Opperdizivier, p. 293, Mitt. o, jiid. Voiksk. 1603, p. 157.
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will. He was sure Herz wounld not refuse to do all he
could, especially as many scholars and poor pcople were
waiting [or the money. If more convenient, R. Isaac Speyer
could act as intermediary between them.

The Jews of London had not altered much since the
days of his predecessor R. Hirschel, and the Rabbi’s duties
likewise had remained the same, consisting chiefly in giving
decisions in Rabbinic law. The study of Torah had not
been advanced, for R. Tevele complains in nearly the same
words as R. Hirschel of having no pupils to teach and no
friends with whom he could study Torah: ‘I have no pupil
and not even any one to whom [ could speak on Talmudic
subjects; 9% and in another letter be says, ¢ the Shulhan
Aruch Orah Hayyim is forgotten here, and nearly also the
Yorch Deah.'t

Communal organization progressed in so far as a proper
Beth-Din seems to have heen established, one of the
Dayyanim being Eleazar I.ieberman, who lived in London
already in R. Hirschel’s time. His full name was Eliezer
Lieberman Speyer of Halberstadt, for thus he signs in the
document [T of Tishri 28, 1752, Tt is the same R. Eliczer
who wrate to R. Hirschel after his departure fromy London.??
Other Dayyanim were Simon b. Meshullam of Praguc,
Abraham Hamhurger of Nancy, called Abraham Nancy,
and Jacob b. Rabbi Eliezer. It is, however, quite possible
that they swere not paid Dayyanim, but private scholars
only, whom the Rabbi invited to join him when he wanted
to form a Beth-Din for the purpose of arranging a Get or
ITalizah ceremony. '

s Cp, what R. Hirschel says above, part I, p. 22, and Letter IV aof

App. V.
M Letter Vof App. V. 7 Zevi, Las., p. 71; cp. above, p. 31.
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The Rabbi’s salary was £2co yearly, which very ncarly
was reduced during the American War. Tn a letter written
to his brother on 15t Ijjar, 1780 (Letter III) he complains
that since the Rabbi of the Ilambyo Synagogue, Meshullam
Zalman Emden, had left, he had to do all the work without
getting any remuncration for it.  Although. in all proba-
bility, the Duke’s Place people will claim some contribution
from the Hambro Synagogue for his services, and as they
had no intention of electing anothcr Rabbi, may succeed
in getting £ 50 yearly from them, that would not benefit Zime.
Neither had he had any income from weddings at that Syna-
voguc, as the Paynassim gave their members the choice to let
cither one of their own Hazamin officiate on such occasions,
or to ask R, Tevele to perform the ceremony. It was on
account of this permission that he had only one wedding
at the Mambro Synagogue during a whole year, and that
was when the daughter of an intimate friend of his, R. I.cb
Tosca, married. His brother, R. Meir, had asked him for
pecuniary assistance, and R. Tevele answers that his income
was scarcely sufficient for his own needs, especially in war-
time, and had he not in better times invested a little
moncy in Government bonds which brought him a little
extra income, he could not make both ends meet. In
spite of that, he says, there are at every Sypagogue meeting
proposals to reduce his salary! And ‘then you imagine
Londen is 2 Kchillah', he writes, *far from it! I cannot
explain it all in a letter, it could only be understood if
told personally.” Similar remarks are found in Letter IV,
wrilten two ycars later on 22 Adar, 1782, at the time of
the peace ncgotiations with America. The proposals for
a reduction of the Rabbi's and other official’s salaries

continued to be put forward, but ‘do not think’, he says,
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tthat this is done on account of my not being in the favour
of my congregants, far from it, I have very many intimatc
friends here. It is simply the way of the land, which
nobody can fully understand who has not lived here, just
as little as they can realize in other countrics the full
meaning of the war with Amcrica, and cven what the
papers now print with regards to peace praspects” The
powers of Parliament, the rights of the king and other
political affairs are different in England from every other
land, and in the same way is the Kehillah different from
others, as well as the proportion of his income and expendi-
ture, which no one else can judge but he himself, and
he regrets having to refuse his brother's request.

Two documents in MS. 4093 throw a light on the private
lifc of London Jewry at the end of the eighteenth century.
Mr. Zangwill, in his Childrcn of the Ghetto, when he
describes the story of a girl who in jest had a ring put on
her finger and found herself married without her wish
or even knowledge, secms to have taken the story from
real life.® According to Jewish law® if a man gives to
a woman anything that is worth a‘ perutah’ {(small coin) in
presence of two Jewish witnesses, and says, ‘I herewith wed
thece as my wife according to the Law of Moses ang Israel’,
that is sufficient to make it a valid marriage. This was
used sometimes by wicked people as a means of extorting
money from a rich man by marrying his daughter in this
way, and then to make payment of a large sum the
condition of giving her a *Get' (divoree). In Zangwill's
novel the story is different, as the whole thing was mcant

B Spe Zangwill, Children of the Ghetto (Londan, Heineman, 1893), p. 5t,

and the same author's Keing of Sclnoryers, p. 1.
# Talm. B. Kid. 5b. Shulb. Ar. Eb. Flaezer, c. 27,1,
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as a joke only on the part of the young man, and it is
interesting to find that in the time of Tevele Schiff #° such
things really happened, for two such cases are recorded
in the documents which we print as Nos. 19 and 20 of
Appendix V.  In onc instance Judah b. Joscph testifies
that he performed the marringe ccremony on the girl
Serche, daughter of Moscs, with her consent, although she
now denies that the ceremony ever took place. The othcr
case was that of Simon b. Hlayyim Levi and the girl's name
was Mindel d. of Samuel. The fact that the bridegroom
himseclf came forward as the chief witness in both cases,
and that the girl denicd having given her consent, scems
to indicate that we have to deal with intentions of blacle-
mail, against which could bc argued that the parties appear
to have belonged to the same class, and that, in case I, the
young people had been oo intimate terms with one another,
but it would be unwise to draw any conclusion as to the
state of morality among the London Jews from these
incidents, which may have been to the Rabbi some of the
most exciting ones in his quiet and smooth career.

Official functions, when he would have been expected
to give an LEnglish address, very seldom occurred, and
Rabbi Schiff knew probably very little English, although
his Yiddish was often intermixed with English phrases?®
When the need arose he had the assistance of English
teachers to help him out of difficulties. Although it is
stated that at the consecration of the Great Synagogue

988 ¢ When Tevele Schifl' was Rabbi in Isracl and Dr. Falk the Master of
Lhe Tetragrammaton, 2 saint and cabbalistie conjurer fourished in Wellclose
Square’ (Zangwill, rbid.).

% He says, e.g., n‘:"}:x = obliyiren foc ‘to oblige'; Saxnng =
favourable ; 'Ipé:l,‘."x_,"-xn = particular.,

Ju i
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in Duke’s Place, in August, 1767, two years after his
appointment, the ' High Priest pronounced the praycr [or
their Majesties and the Royal Family in English instead
of in Hebrew as was usual’,**® he never acquired sufficient
knowlicdge of the English language, so as to be able to
speak it Auently. At the consccration of the re-built Great
Synagogue in 1790 David Levi, author of * Lingua Sacra'¢

had to translate into English the IHebirew Dedication com-
posed by R. Tevele. The daughter of Moses Hart,”
founder of Duke's Place Synagogue, defraycd the expenses
of rebuilding, by offering £4.0co for this purpose. Her
name was Mrs. Judith Levy, widow of ILilias Levy, son
of Benjamin Levy, who had been her father’s partner in
business. The order of service {or the consecration cere-
mony was composed by David Levi, who says on p. 7
* With munificent hands hath the right noble and virtuous

% Sec Picciotto, Sketches of Anglo-Jewish Flistory, p. 141,

% The mast cxlensive contemporary Elcbrew-English dictionary pub-
lished in three vols,, Landon, 1997,

Y1 Brother of Rabbi Uri Phoebush Hart, first Rabbi of Duke's Place
(16g0-1752).

¥ The full tille of the booklet is: ¢ A song and praise ta be performed at
the Dedication of the Great Jews Synagogue, St. Jame's Duke’s Place
YLondon, en Friday March 26th 1396 compesed in Hebrew by the Rev.
David Selomon Schifl, High Priest of the said Synagogue and translated
into English by the order of the President and Treasurer theceof, by David
Levi, Author of Lingua Sacra, ete. London : Printed by W. Justus Na. 35
Shaemaker Row, Blackfriars, annc mundi 5558.° About Benjamin Lecvy
and his children see the article of Mathias Levy in feansh Chronicle, July 31,
1903.  Judith Levy’s biography is to be found in Granger's ¢ Musceum ',
She and her husband Elias Levy arc buried al Alderney Road cewmetery
a few rows behind R. Tevele Schilf’s grave, Elias Levy's tombstone
scems to be a substitution far the original stone; it only bears the short
inseription : (top) "5“ ‘D DMB 1*9, (middle) * Flias Levy Esq.". He died,
according 10 the testimany of Falk's servant, on the 18th Shebat, 1950
(MS. Adler 2441, p. 26 B).

Judith Levy's tombatane inscription is still readable as far as the Hebrew
text is concerned. Il reads:
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lady (David Levi in a footnote: “ Mrs. Levi of Albermarle
St., relict of the late Elias Levi, Fsq.”) bestowed a princely
sum to exalt and beautify the house of God. In the gate
will we rchearse her praise, in whose mind her father's
noble deeds are imprinted (footnote by D. Levi: “The
Jate Moses Hart, Esq., who, at his sole expense erected the
first Synagogue on this site™)." The verses and anthcms
by R. Tevele do not show special skill in Hebrew poetry ;
he writes a Rabbinical Hebrew, introduces acrostics on his
own name (on pp. 4 and 6) a0 b 1372 M9, but neither
these nor the blessing 72w '» for the donor, Judith,
daughter of Moses = Ao ‘1 N3 Doy AEDMAED 7PN DUNA,
come up to the standard of his predeccssor's writings.
His spherc was the Talmud, and in that branch he was
a master rccognized by all.  He laid the foundation to
the office af Chief Rabbi by the general respect he enjoyced
and by his learning which made his authority indisputable,
Thus we find that the community of Portsmouth stipulated
in their minutc-book that matters of dispute between the
members ¢ should be brought before R. Tevele, Chief Rabbi
of the Great Synagogue, London "™ Haham Moses Ha-
cohen d’Azevedo refers to him in {riendly and respectful
D

s N3 8Lt pan antam

5 wbopma mem "> Mo

S 7% ‘3 p™m mava nubs

nas 0™y 71 ova onbwd axdbae

nae 13 piwy nnapn

p°eb (2)17:pn
The English inscription is no more decipherable. The grave next 1o hers
on the left is that of her son, but his name is not readable any more, except
for the words 'son of Elias and Judith Levy'.
®© GSee J. LIist. Soc. Eugl, Trans,, vol. VI, pp. t14-51.
H 2
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terms!®®  We are not surprised that he was generally liked
when we read the letters he wrote to his brother R. Meir.
There he shows us his lovable nature, his modesty, and
unassuming simplicity, his upright and straight character.
* Pleasc look well into this account’, he says to his brother,
‘and answer me as to each point separately, for, you know,
{ am a lover of orderliness’. The letter refers to a list
of charitable donations which he sent to his brother for
distribution (Letter VII of 22 Adar, 1552, Appendix No. V).
On another occasion, in the matter of the Jewish boy's
repriecve, he says, ‘You know my nature, I like to be
peaceful and keep my head clear’ (Letter X1, 15 ADb, 17835).
His modesty is revealed in an answer to his brother, who
urges him to have some work of his printed. ‘You ask me
whether I do not think of printing somcthing of my
Hidushim (notes) on the Talmud. I do not approve of
anything that is lengthy to bc published, even if it refers
to Maimonides or any other early commentator, ... You
say that some one who is unworthy might come and use
the result of my studies, my waords, as his own. I do not
mind that at all—God will know. As for the purpose
of leaving a mame behind after 120 years (after my death)
should T print a book—who will read long dcliberations ?
To my mind the right thing to do before publishing a book
would be, to give the MS. to two or three real scholars
and Jet them examine it, but oot in the author’s presence,
and only what they think good enough should be printed.
I am sure in this way hardly any one would gain great
fame, as probably only one page wonld he found worth
printing out of a whole volume. As a matter of fact, he
who studies for the sake of study (n‘an) and not for his
180 See Buzaglo's pamphlet in M3 PARD AMYA, 1V, poaa.
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own imaginary” honour, to be mentioned among the great
men, he does not mind whether muoch or little is said in
his name. ... If a2 rich man in whom Torah and greatness
(riches) are combined would direct in his will that his notes
should be dealt with in this manner when he has come
to the cnd of his days, that would indeed be the only
proper way, the right thing in the eyes of God and man,
for then cven the suspicion of hunting for imaginary
honours would fall away. Only he who is quite sure of
himsclf to be free from such vanity may do it in his
lifetime* (Letter XII, 26 Sivan, 1787).

If Prof. D. Kaufiman cmphasizes the importance of
preserving and editing minute-books of congregations,
IMazkarah, and Mcmor-books, &c. {mhapn =N, vol. I,
pp. 91 and g2), the more so applies this ta private letters
which contain particulars concerning the Jcws generally,
as in many instances they give rcferences which are not
to be found in any other written document, and would
therefore otherwise remain unknown.  In some cases they
furnish confirmation of doubiful reports, or supplement
missing links to the chain of events. The reader will find
this in the letters writtcn by and addressed to R, Tevele,
which we print in the Appendix.  Though of later arigin
than the collection of private lctters edited by Drs. Alfred
Landau and Bernhard Wachstein under the title Fiidische
Privatbricfc ans dem Fakre 16rg (Wien: Braumiiller,
1911), the same qualities may be attributed to the letters
printed in Appendix V, as the ecditors apply to their
publication. They say in the Preface: ‘ Rightly has gencral
attcation been given in our times to these human docu-
ments out of which we can construe not only a picture
of external circumstances, but also a reflexion of the feclings
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and sentiments of the pcople of past ages’ (Einleitung,
p- xv.) As far as Anglo-Jewish historical records go,
1 believe this is the first publication of Yiddish and
Hebrew private letters. Therc are ninetcen letters in
all, and from the point of view of Anglo-Jewish history
those written by R, Tevele himsell and his son Moses
to R. Mcir Schiff are the most important. We hcar the
story of the Hazan Isaac Polak who had gonc bankrupt
and was put into prison. The community resigned itsclf to
its fate to have to do without its rcader, but when Atone-
ment day was approaching *many speak well of him and
wish to get him returned to office’, writes R. Tevele's son,
Moses Schiff, on 14 Elul, 1781 (postscript to Letter VI).
* They say that whatever wrong he has done was not of
his own free will, but he did it being misled by that man
Hayyim (?). As is usuval in Jewish communities, they
follow the way of their forefathers; what the one loves,
the other hates, and somc are quite indiflerent, do not carc
one way or the other, are neither friend nor foc. R. Isaac
is still imprisoned, and, being a baankrupt, cannot regain
his liberty unless the majority of his creditors agree to his
liberation—such is the law of the country—and it will be
difficult to get them all under one hat {to agrec to it).
It is a dishonour to the community, such outcasts as cxist
here are not to be found in any other town. It scemed
all in vain, the judge had passcd sentence and the matter
appeared settled, but God helps thosc in trouble, and the
community advised R, Isaac to present a memorial to
the judge stating that the congregation had reserved him
his post, and that he was really punished on account of
some one else’s fault.  So far no answer has been reccived.’
This R. Isaac Polak was reader of the Great Synagogue ;
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an engraving of him is in the possession of Mr. Isracl
Solomans in London.

In 1776 Parliament brought in a new law regarding
passports, which made travelling more difficult. R. Tevele
advises a certain Siisskind b. Jacob Schloss, of Franklort,
who had the intcntion of coming to London, to bring
a proper passport and health certificate with him, or should
cven postpone his journey in case he had not left on arrival
of the letter (Letter I).

We hear also something of the business connexions
of London Jews. They dealt with Jews in Frankfort,
IHolland, and Italy. But R. Tevcle knows nabady who
had correspondents in Copenhagen which, he says, is like
a suburb of Hamburg. Brisk business was done in East
Indian warcs. R. Meir made some suggestions to his
brother that his son Moses (who, a year or two afterwards,
became his brother-in-law by marrying R. Meir’s wife's
sister, Mindel Zinzheim) should try to do some business
as commission agent. R. Tevele answers him on I Ijjar,
1780, that only East Indian goods are worth while dealing
in, but to deal in woollen merchandise is not profitable
because most of the German merchants order these goods
from LEngland direct from ihe manufacturer. To be an
agent for export to Germany would necessitate baving
great credit here (securities) as the goods arc scld on
six-monthly bills, Besides, there would hardly be any
profit attached to it. Moses Schiff’ later became agent
for Isaac Speyer of Frankfort, whom we have already
mentioned, On 20 Elul, 1782 (Letter V) Moses Schiff
thanks Speyer for what he has done for him, and asks
for further opportunitics to act for him. R. Tevele's
adviser in this matter was R. Jacob Reotterdam in London,
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who acted as agent for R. Leb Haas'® and J. Schuster }°2
of Frankfort., This Jacob Rotterdam had also business
connexions with Jacob Homel & Co.}? {Letter 1V).

It was R. Tevele's custom to send charitable gifts to
relatives and poor pcople in his native town, to which
he remained attached all his life. Through his brother he
acted as intermediary between people in London and their
relatives in Frankfort, and even accepted lottery stakes
from his friend Moses Munk in Frankfort, and adds, ¢ Falk
shall insure it’, obviously referring to the Baal-Shem
Samuel ¥alk (Letter I1I). Asmong the regular recipients
of gifts from the Rabbi was his brother R. Mcir himself,
another brother NMaoses, his sisterain-law (mother-in-law of
his brother Meir and of his son Moses), a certain Abraham
Giessen, and the widows of Moses Trumm and Moses
Platz. A certain Moses b, I.ecb Zunz, who lived in I.ondon,
asks the Rabbi to let his stepmother know he was astonished
to hear she was not satisfied with the allowance he and his
brother, living in America, sent her. If, however, his other
brather, who is studying at the Yeshiba in Pressburg, has
any particular wish, he should write to his brothers and
send the letter to R. Meir Schiff (Letter I1I1). Reference is
made to Abraham Emmerich’s bankruptcy, which greatly
astonished the Rabbi, who uses the phrase ‘it is like
fire in a cedar-tree’, nanbe nbm owaxa BN.1%  Abraham
Emmerich is mentioned in MS, Adler g35, p. 91 (Minute-

101 Pied Adar 11, 1786. See Hor,, FG., 398g9; Dielz, p, 156.

W rbid,, p. 293.

19 Son of Joseph, son of [saac Hammeln, who was a son of Glockel von
Hameln. Sce Kaulm., Glickel v. Aam., p. xxxix.

104 Jn Letter V11, to [saac Speyer, R, Tevele refers to the bankruptey
of a Londen firm af bankers named Brown & Collinson, which involved
o great many people, Jews and non-Jews. {Sec App. V.)
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book of the Frankfort Beth-Din). He buys a scat in the
Synagague from Solomon Sinzheim in 1780 (14id., p. 114 b).
His brother Meir had some dispute with the o, the
treasurers of the Frankfort congregation, and collected
signatures in support of his plea. R. Tevele mentions
several members of the Frankfort community who, he
thinks, will sign the memorandum. Their namcs are: the
children of M. Scheyer ;' J. Kulpa ;199 Lima b. Zalman
Haas ;197 David Cassel, son-in-law of Z. Cassel ;1 Hirsch
Haas % and his nephew M. b. S. the Levi; Madl(?) and
R. Jacob Kann! In connexion with this dispute R. Mecir
Schiff had complained to his brother that things had come
to such a pass in Frankfort that many members gave vp
(EHPH npin) their membership in the community to join
small kehillas in the neighbourhood, and R. Tevcle says:
‘1 am sarry for the place and the graves of my ancestors
that such a state of affairs should have arisen.” It is not
unlikely that this refers to the persecution of R. Nathan
Adler who, a year or twa previously (177y), had been
excommunicated, and in the year when this letter was
written (1782) left Frankfort to take up the Rabbinate
in Boskowitz. R, Tevele remarks at the end of these
references, * However, all bad things (mnW) must pass some
time or other’, and he considers it his duty to see to it

Y5 Mascs Scheyer, who died 1 Ijjar 17275; Hor., FG., g530.

198 Juda (2), died 1785. Cp. Dielz, p. 176; Hor., ¥G., 3887,

197 Died 178g. Dietz, p. 136.

108 Dicd 185a(?). Hor., £G, 468a.

1% Died g Shebat 1796. G., 4203.

119 Jacab b, Beer Kann, died 15 Tam. v784. FG., 3835: Diclz, p. 164.
Hlis cousins were called Low Beer, and had business relalions with the
beothers Abr. and Simezon Buas in Haag; sce above letter of R. Tevele,
No. Vil. Cp. Dicte, 1bid.



166 RARBINATE OF THE GREAT SYNAGOGUEL, LONDON

that his family’s connexion with the community should
be kept up for future gencrations, and for this reason he
did not allow his membership of the community to lapse
(Letter V).

On one occasion R, Meir Schiff asked his brother’s help
to obtain the post as Rabbi in Copenhagen (1776, Letter 1).
It is then that we hcar who were R. Tevele's patrons at
his election in London, as he approaches them to do similar
service to his brother in this matter, and Aaron Goldschmidt
writes to his nephew Jacob b. Mendele Kik ' in Hamburg,
who has reason to be thankful to his uncle, he having
assisted him greatly in his business connexions, to recom-
mend his cousin R. Mcir Schiff to his friends and corre-
spondents in Copenhagen. R. Tevele himself composes
the leiter for Goldschmidt, and sends a copy of it to his
brother. He remarks among other things that the fact
of his not having been Rabbi, but only Dayyan, should
not be regarded as a fault. For R. Tevcle himself was
only Dayyan in Frankflort when eclected as Rabbi to
London, *and thank God we are satisfied with our bargain "
R. Tevele also addresses a letter to R. Meir Hanover for
the same purpose, in which he mentions that he helped
him to oblain his present position, and was by this a means
ol his brother succeeding him as Dayyan in Frankfort.
In London there was only one merchant who had dircct
corrcspondence with Copenhagen, writes R. Tevele, and
that was a friend of the Rabbi of the Hamburger (ITambro)
Synagogue, Meshullatn Zalman Emden. To approach
this man would be harmful to his cause, as the family of
the Haham Zevi would certainly try to obtain the post
for onc of their own family. e had, however, approached

11 Probably Kiik; cp. Grunwald, Handarg's desitsche Juden, p. 270.



RABB! DAVID TEVELE SCHIFF 107

a certain R. Moses Wallich of London to write to his wife's
stepmother, the widow of R. David Hanover, who was
a native of Copenhagen, to write to her fricnds there. The
fetter bore no result, as R. Meir Schiff remained Dayyan
in Frankfort till the end of his days. Before he obtained
this post he was Dayyan in Vicnna, where he signs the
Statutes of the Hebrah-Kaddishah in 1763 (cp. Mits. z.
Jiid. Volbsknnde, 1910, Heft 33, p. 13).

R. Tevele himself tried at least twice, as far as we can
ascertain, to change his position. In 1781 (Letter IIT) he
aspired for the Rabbinate of Rotterdam, and reproaches
his brother for not deing anything for him in this matter.
The Rabbi of Amsterdam had apparently put same ob-
stacles in his way, and ‘who can stand up against this
people?’ he says, pointing again to the Emden family, the
Rabbi of Amsterdam being then R. Saul, brother of
R. ITirschel Lewin. The Rabbi of Halberstadt was elected
but seems to have refused to go, the postal service being
very irregular in those days on account of the war between
Holland and England, he only reccived the news of this
together with a letter informing himm that the Rabbi of
Emden had been elected. This hastc must have been
intentional, says R. Tevcle.

Half a year later (Adar, 1782) he was anxious to
become Rabbi of Wurzburg, but the Jetter he wrote was
lost on a boat which was sunk by enemy action, and
he did not write again, but would have no objection if
R. Meir could arrange it, although * it rests with God what
is good for me and my son, for our bady and soul’. R. Levi
Fanto (cp. W %, p. 62), Dayyan in Prague, had been
elected to Wurzburg, but did not go there, News did not
travel fast in these days, and R. Tevele did not know of
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the refusal until by accident he saw the signature of this
R, Levi on a letter addressed to him by the Rabbinate of
Prague. He writes thereupon to a friend of his, R. Moses
Rofe (in Wurzburg?), inquiring for the rcason of R. Levi's
not going, whether it was that the income from that
Rabbinate had diminished of late or for some other reason,
as he can point out to him some one who would be open
to cntertain an offer if made to him, clearly referring to
himself (Letter IV). R. Levi Fanto died on 23 Teb., 1782, of
that, however, R. Tcvele was not aware of at the time (4id.).

Of interest is also a reference in the same letter to
a Jew who had lived in England somewhere in the country
among non-Jews, and gave up all his property to the man
he lived with, for an annuity. When the Rabbi Gershon
Pulitz of Nikolsburg*? was still alive he wrote to him
asking for assistance for the man’s sister-in-law (his late
brother's R. Jckl's wile) and children, and R. Tevele was
successful in obtaining aid from the man whose name
was David Fridland. Some time later, when his nephew
Isaac, son of the said brother Jekl, came to England, the
transfer of his property had already taken place, and he
could not assist this nephew. Only after his death this
Isaac succecded in getting some money from the man who
had the property by a compromise, but now there was no
more hope of getting anything out of him. This R. Tevele
wriles to R. Meir Schiff in answer to an inquiry and
request for help for some one of Fridland’s family.

We get a glimpse of the Rabhi's homely character in
the orders he gives to his brother in Letter IT. He did
not consider it bencath his dignity to order half a dozen
‘ white catton caps not striped but plain white (Danapirs o2

113 Chiicf Rabhbi of Meravia fram 1353-72.



RABRBI DAVID TEVELE SCIUTF 109

BN BRED pA Snyhp e u'n) neither should they be sable
caps’, he adds, which was probably meant as a jest. We
even find an order for half a dozen handkerchiefs, but these
should not be white ‘on account of the snuff-tobacco’,
Iis wife Breinle having been dead for years (she died in
1772, scc above), he had to trouble himself with these
domestic trifles. The same letter (No. III) contains a
postscript by his wife’s nicce Mindel, daughter of Soloman
Sinzheim, who writes a very good Hebrew hand, This
lady acted to all appcarances as a kind of housekeeper,
as R. Tevele describes her in Letter VIII, which is dated
a year later (1782), as (1) servant. In Letter XI
R. Tevele mentions her alrcady as his daughter-in-law,
which letter bears the date 15 Ab, 1785, so that the
marriage of Moses Schiff must have taken place between
the years 1782-5. Mindel was quite a good Hebrew
scholar, as will be scen from her postscript to Letter 1V.
The marriage was childless, and I have not been able
to ascertain when Moscs and Mindel Schiff died. Moses
was apparently well to do; the Great Synagogue pos-
sesses a silver basin used by the Cohanim before reciting
the priestly blessing, which was presented by Moses b.
R. Tevele.

Before his death R, Tevele asked his son to have some
of his manusecripts published, and Moscs sent the manuscript
of the book 27 b to his uncle, R. Meir, to prepare it for
publication. We print in the appendix the title-page of
this work written by R. Tevele himself, which proves that
he intended this name for his book. Another manuscript
containing answers to questions raised by the Tosafot against
the explanations of Rashi in Tractate B. Batra, men-
tioned by R. Tevele in Letter 1V, scems to have been lost,
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R. Meir Schiff, who was Dayyan in Frankfort froin 176817
and author of the work © 251 max 991 (Furth, 1798), was
already an old man when his brother Tevele died, and not
able to copy and correct the manuscript, so as to make it
rcady for the printer,)!'* and he died on Aug. 2, 18c8"*
without having edited the work. Mases Schiff then sent
the manuscript to his cousin R. Mordecai Adler, Chief
Rabbi of Hanover, who was a nephew of R. Tevele (his
mother, R. Beer Adler’s wife, was R. Tevele's sister), but
Moses himsell died before the book appeared in print.
Adfter his death his widow and executors again approached
Mordecai Adler to fulfil the wish of his late uncle R, Tevele,
and on his advice the publication was entrusted to his sons
Gabriet Adler, Chief Rabbi of Meiringen and the province
of Schwarzwald, and Ber Adler of Frankfort, brothers of
the Jate Dr. N. M. Adler, Chiel Rabbi of London, and at
last, in 1822, the work was printed in Offenbach under the
title  Leshon Zahab’, which means the ¢ Golden tongue'.
It consists of two folio volumes,'’® and contains expositions
on the Pentateuch and Talmud, Responsa, and various
haggadic lectures. MS. Adler 2296 has apparently been
utilized for this edition, although it contains ather matter,
not embodied in the book. The greater pait of the manu-
script is taken up by a commentary on Mishna Tractate
Horayot, which is identical with Leshon Zahab, pp. 142
to 19 b, but there arc also several pages relating to Mishnah
Zcbahim and Menahot, and several Responsa.

Beloved by all who knew him, R. Tevele Schiff passcd

12 See Hor.,, £FR., IV, p. 37,

114 See preface to 2N an,

S Zunz, Monatsfage, crroncously gives ihe date July 22, 1998; Hor,,
FR_ 1V, p. 37, and Dictz, give the year 1Ba7.  See, however, MGIV).,

vol. 50, p. 607.
¢ Yol. I contains 32 leaves ; vol. | g4 leaves.
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away on the 23rd day of Kislev, 5552 (Dec. 17, 1791), and
was buried in the ground at Mile End, which is also the
resting-place of his son Moses. His funcral was a testimony
of the general esteem in which hc was held by Ashkenazim
and Scphardim alike. The Bevis Marks Synagogue was
rcpresented by the IHaham, three Dayyanim and fve
wardens, while all the Ashkenazi synagogues sent repre-
sentatives.’?  His death is recorded in the Hazkarah Book
of Worms, where he is praised as having been ‘versed in
the scerets of the Torah, which he studied all his days *.1®

317 See Picciotto, Skeiches, p. 223,

11 Hazkarah-Book of Worms has the following record of his death ;
59 32 o w5 anan mmas Sapn Mt e oA 3T ann
Moo N cm b 1A a0 e Yo mara gaTen
™ Yk Mo mawe mbym M Ans 13 T TN YR pa
onbpa A vaed “a wnbapa on M owden A b ppa
oAy R v 3an pTpa i on b awun hy
[o. .. w2 panb p7pa B3 2P0 Moy 1mapa apasd.  The date
is missing, and it should be added: 2%3pN 1‘503 "3, Sce Kobez al-jad,

vol, I, p. 53.
ToMBSTONE INSCRIPTION oF Ranmi TeverE Scrirr,
His grave is ncxt to that of his son Moses in the burial-ground at

Mile End. 8
NNTIR AL {3 AID D Den
S e ()b
bR 19 Sapy W1 9mAn bomsen
57t ps m 51 a'm wan mana o
nBNA pEY "D PTPT Nanm b
@1am3) S5 awna ae vaen s
oo YN A 5y Phaan) rebn aSns
xem nAn pam avm 315 wnbap an N abnn
a7 NNl DY yaws oy nuatn
oo paa o mems phab an nmy
@pS) ma opam oamph L L L psm
v 1byn K3 ‘A nma (2 wen nem)
{(#y0a) Pynsea ‘mn nex ham oant pedb phy L
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Mr. Sigmund Seeligmann of Amsterdam, the well-known
scholar and collector, was good enough to scnd me a copy
of a leaflet in his possession, containing two elegies on the
death of R. Tevele, composed by Isaac!'®* and Solomon, sons
of Eleazar Keyzer of London, the one thirteen, the other
ten years of age. The leaflet, measuring 26 x 24 cm., was
printed by their uncle, Abraham Keyzer in Amsterdam,
and bears the date, Tuesday, 24th of Kislev, 1791, while
Abraham Keyzer's note, giving the ages of the bays, is
dated 22 Shebat of the same ycar. The versatility in
Hebrew of these young boys was indced quite remarkable,
and the verses well worth printing. * David, King of Isracl,
has fallen’, exclaims Isaac, who appears to have been the
elder, ‘ his flock will not be guarded any more by his love
and piety, their shepherd is dead who has loved them as
a father loves his son. Woe to thee, O London! where
is to be found a man, a scholar like the one thou hast lost ?
What was thy sin, that thy punishment is so great?”’
Such words from the pen of a boy of thirtcen show at least
that the Rabbi was held in high esteem, and was beloved
by his community.

™ z'aa nT (o)
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p*0b 2%pn (e 11 7733 AP

AN

"1"2 The leaflets are reprinted and iranslated in App. VIII lsaac
Keyzer had a son called Eleazar, who in later years marricd a daugliter
of the Parnass Jacob Norden. Rabbi Sclomon Hirschel sends him as

wedding present a copy of the bock 5N"‘Ih‘ 132 by his unele R, Saul
of Amaterdam. The inseription on the cover of the book is printed in gelden

icttering, and recads: MIAA 33 “w Wb 1D pspR pAnd Aw

Y P opp 1A e jnm Gt Smp pY'R 75 p™Ma. The book
is in the Beth- Hamidrasi library in Londan.
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Ranrl SoLoMoON [FIRSCHEL.

BoRrN in London on the 1gth of Shebat, 5522 (1761) as the
youngest son of R. Zevi Hirschel Lewin and his wife Golde,
hic was not quite three years old when his father left Londen
for ITalberstadt, in the spring of 1764. e was only eleven
years old when his father entered into office in Berlin in
1772, and there it was that the most important years of
his carly training were spent. The Berlin community was
then on a not much higher standard of culture and modern
education than mast of the Polish congregations of our
days. Mecendelssohn and his circle met with opposition even
in Berlin, and although R. Zevi Hirsch had recommended
Mendclssohn’s German Bible translation, he did not give
his son Solomon a very extensive schooling in other matters
than Rabbinics. It is quite certain that R. Solomon never
possessed the title of Doctor from any University, aithough
he was generally styled as such in the later periad of his
life, and oftcn uses the title himsclf in his letters (see later).
He becamc a rccognized Rabbinical scholar and, like his
father and his brother Saul, a master of Hebrew style.
He married at the age of seventeen Rebecca Koenigsberg,
and later became Rabbi of Prenzlau in Prussia. The
Rabbinate of the Great Synagogue was vacant after the
death of Rahbi Tevele Schiff for a number of years.
There is no reliable record of the exact date of R. Solomon
Hirschel's election.  While Mr. Picciotto mentions 1803,

e Shetehes. p. 307.
D. 1
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Solomon Bennett 1*° gives 1802 as the year of his clection.
In 1805 was published a sermon held ‘ on the day appointed
for a general Thanksgiving for the success of the Fleet off
Trafalgar ', arranged and rendered into English by Joshua
Van Oven® and this was, as is stated there, ‘soon after
R. Solomon’s accession to office.’**  All these dates seem,
however, incorrect according to the tombstone inscription
of R. Saul, brother of R. Solomon. Idec is described as
‘son of Rabbi Zevi Hirsch 1", Rabbi of Berlin, formerly
Rabbi of our congregation, and brother of our Rabbi
Solamon’. As R. Zevi Hirsch died in 1800, and was still
alive when the tombstonc was sect, as indicated by the
letters 17 (= may his light continue to shine), R. Sclomon
Hirschel must have come to l.ondon prior to 18cc (cp.
FOR., N.S,, vol. 1X, p. 408): One of his qualifications
which madc him particularly rccommendable for the post
was the fact of his having been born in London.

The Rabbinical duties at the Great Synagoguc wcere
in the interval discharged by the Rabbi of the New
Synagogue, Moses Myers {died 18c4); nevertheless, therce
seem to have been continual differences between the threc
Ashkenazi Synagogues, and not the least reason for these
frictions was the practice of enticing members of onc
Synagague to another. In 1804 an amalgamation of the
three Synagogues, as far as finances were concerned, was
contemplated by L, de Symons, but without success. The
only result, achieved through the influence of the new

V10 See The Present veign of the Synagogue of Duke's Place Displayed, &c.,
by Solomon Benneit. ILondon, printed for and published by the author,
No. 475 Strand. 1818, p. 66.

111 See Voree of Jacod, 11, p. 68B.

11t 1p 1805 R. Scloman gives an approbation to the first editien of Walf
Heidenheim's Mahzor, See vel, [X (Shabuot), Rddelheim 1805,
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Rabbi, was an arrangement as to the contributions of
the Synagogues towards the reliel and burials of the poor.
These treaties were renewed every five years, until in 1838
a somewhal closer union of the threc Ashkenazi congrega-
tions was brought about through the endecavours of Mr. N. M.
Rothschild. The convention then signed did not constitute
them into a United Synagogue, as cach congregation
retained its independence. The agreement chiefly referred
to a concert of action in charitable matters, and was, in
a way, the foreronner of the Board of Guardians.

Under Rabbi Solomon'’s guidance the community grew
from day to day, and the Duke's Place Synagogue was
rightly called the Great Synagogue, its development being
the most marked. He is reported to have becn very
tolerant towards the failings of others during the early
days af his activity in London. Hec did not repulse thosc
who transgressed the Law, but tried te influence them by
kind words and often by a little pleasantry. The story
is told of a prizefighter who became a religious man through
one kindly act of the Rabbi. On Sabbaith R. Solomon
wore a long white silk robe, and was once, clad like this,
on his way to Synagoguc attacked by a few hooligans.
The Jewish prizefighter saw this and dispersed the crowd.
Thereupon the Rabbi took his rescuer’'s arm and walked,
with him to Synagogue. On being approached for having
in this way shown appreciation of one who publicly trans-
gressed the Law, he answered: ¢ The path of repentance
is open to all’. It is reported that from that day the
prizefighter becamezan pbservant Jew. Yet another tale
of a different tendency has remained in circulation, showing
that, where the observance of the Law and orthadox

customs were concerned, Rabbi Solomon knew no com-
12
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promise. Asher Goldschmid, one of the principal members
of Duke’s Place, once wore his boots instead of slippers,
as is customary, when called up to the Law on Atoncment
Day. The Rabbi ordered him to descend from the reading
desk. It was Goldschmid's custom to send the Rabbi
a present of fish for every Succot. On the eve of that
festival following this Yom-Kippur the Rabbi told his wifc to
buy fish, as he did not think Goldschmid would send any.
The fish, however, arrived, and with it an ornamental box
containing a doctor’s certificate which stated that it would
have been injurious to Goldschmid's health had he worn
slippers on Yom-Kippur.'2?

Especially strict was R. Solomon as regards the religious
conduct of the Shohetim. MS. Adler 2261 gives the names
of those authorized by the Rabbi during the years 1822-42,
and contains even some who were authorized by his suc-
cessor, Dr. N, M. Adler, the latest date being Ab, 1845.
Every Shohet had to give the following undertaking:
‘T herewith undertake by giving my hand to the Rabbi,
that I shall not slaughter (any animal) where there is
another Shohet authorized by the Rev. Rabbi of London;
even for my own use I shall not do so. At any time,
should the Rahbi forbid me, if only by word of mouth
even, to slaughter, I shall obey him at any placc I may be.
T fusther promise not to shave my beard and not to drink
wine that is not specially prepared for the usc of Jews.’
Some of the names mentioned in the manuscript are of
interest. Jonas Levy from Exeter receives authority to act
as Shohet for Philipp Symonds in Cincinnati, Ohio, United
States of America (No. 5). 1In 1788 Mr. Abrahams of Van
Demons (Diemen's) Land shakes hands on his appointment

29 p"anv 3%, p. 177, note 21,
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(No. 49), while on Jan. 5, 5580 (1829) Arjeh b. Jacob
Hazan in Jamaica (he writes * Jamicar') signs the pledge.
The list of places in England where a Shohet was employed
is espccially interesting, and we give therefore in the
Appendix the whole list of the 152 Shohetim mentioned
in the MS., together with the date of their authorization
and the place of activity. Some of them could not write
Iebrew, and the undertaking is written in English ; others
could not even sign their name otherwise than in English.
The place of origin of these Shohetim was in most cases
Poland and Russia, but also Germany is fairly often repre-
sented, e.g. Moses b. Leb Deutz of Irankfurt cailed
himself Moses Levy, and was Shohet in Dover (No. 25) ;
Michael Zalman b. 5. Pollak of Schoenlanke was in Plymouth
(No. 10), and Moscs b, Hirsch Lissenheim (No. 109) signs
*from Schoenlanke'. Michael LElijah b. R. A. hails from
Rawitsch (Nos. 15 and 72), while Simon b. Jacob came
from Wreschen in Posen {No. 75), as well as Shelomo
Zalman b. Rabbi Eleazar Schottlaender, whose father had
been Dayyan there (No. 97). Breslau {No. 100}, Niirnberg
{Nos. 105 and 137), Posen (No. 128) are all represented, but
we find names cven from Hungary (No. 50), Galicia and
Holland (Neumegen, No. 12). In one case R. Solemon
adds to the usual undertaking that the Shohet in question
(Isaac Jacob b. A. Cohen) promises not to officiate in
Oxford, which points to the probability that there was
alrcady some one elsc authorized for that place, and we
must at least infer from it that several Jews were domiciled
then in the famous University town, while to-day only two
or three Jewish families arc permanent residents therc,
and they do not requirc the scrvices of a Shohet,'#n

Y= MS. Adler, 2257, p. 25, menlions: Mr. Wolf Harris, resident in
Oxford in 1839,
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Bidefield could also boast of such an official, and I was
unable to ascertain whether any Jews are to be found
there at the present time. Cheltenham, Norwich, B3edford,
Chichester, Canterbury, Scarborough, Greenwich, are like-
wise worth mentioning. In 1845 Sir Isaac Lyon Goldschmid
engages Edward Himes (Hyams?) as special Shohet for
himself (No. 144) ; that, however, occurred after the clection
of Dr. N. M. Adler. During the vacancy the pledge was
given to the Beth Din.

The Beth Din in R, Solomon Hirschell's time consisted
of two Dayyanim and a Sofer (scribe). MS. Adler 2257
contains the short minutes of the Beth Din from the years
1833 (5 Tishri, 5594) until 18535.12 The first case recorded
is a divarce, given in the county of Guilford [D‘NEDB‘J falptatab!
yop] 128 by Isaac b. David to his wifle Hannah daughter of
Alexander, and the officiating Rabbis were R. Solomon
Hirschell, R. Zeev Wolf (who soon afterwards died, as he is
styled 571 gbxn 3t n*0), and one R. Solomon (b 2 “nm).
In the second case the Dayyanim were R. Zeev Walf, who
is now calied Gallin [ §55x1 sban ast m*n (or b5 ?)]
and R. Hanoch Zundel of Jerusalem, while in the cases
Nos. 3 and 4 {Tebet, 1838) the Dayyanim were R. Azriel
b. David Levi and the said R. Hanoch Zundel 1?® {(p. 1 2).

17¢ The manuscript is a quarlo volume of sixty-five Jeaves—fol, g is
missing—and represcals apparently Uie noles af the Sofer (and afterwards

Dayyan) R. Aaron Lissa. The signatures of neither R, Solamon Hirschell

nor Dr. N. M, Adler are to be {ound there, but gencrally the Dayyanim
signed the book,

123 Pape 5h is mentioned a divoree, given at ‘King's Bench near
London? . ., NT0% KNS TEDA waya bIp NEA, and a note added :
nanEa YPR NS w2 DPa 3T) AW AR I XADNA N3 M
fam b ansb eon ey o,

1 R JJanoh's signalure on p. 3a is: W7D 3703 Sam M o2
an"obst v s,
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In casc 5'* Juduh Leb b. Aaron Moses figures as one of
the asscssors, bul his name does not occur again, and
instead of him R. Arjeh Leb b. Rabbi Issachar Ber of
Krotoschin officiated as Dayyan.!®® e occupied the
position from 1833 and his signature as well as that of
R. Azrigl b. David Levi (who always signs first and appears
thercfore to have been the senior Dayyan), and of R. Aaron
Lisser appear throughout the whole MS. R. Aaron acted
generally as secretary except in the years 1841 (p. 31a) to
1845 (p. 39 a), when R. Eliczer b. Uri Lisser was Sofer.
The minutes in MS. Adler 2257 refer mostly to divorce
cascs, of which about 13 to 15 took place every year.
There are many instances of conversions to Judaism, mostly
of women who were about to marry Jews, and others who
lived with Jews and had children from them, in which
cases the children were likewise converted. The English
law did not permit conversion to Judaism. The ¢ Act for
the more cllectual) suppressing of Blasphemy and Profane-
ness’ of 1698 provides: that if any person *having made
profession of the Clhiistian religion within this realm shall
by writing printing teaching or advised speaking, deny any
of the Persons of the Holy Trinity to be God . .. .. shall
from henceforth be disabled to sue in any court of law

or equity or to be guardian of any child, or executor or

7 Son of Br. Samuel Alia St. "7 p7m WIS 5103 K ‘A rnan
AP DU Sy awen 13 N Mo o tea a3 S 9t
»*n wanb bap vy qp owa v Sxeaes Sapa sab wx wn
5 vba i m”p mopna Seey owe merTpn wAvR M T ba
ROOP |73 e A A 5UST oem Atk 03 b xma on.

1 His signature is: M3 2R N7 23 20 N N
PUNDNTPD.  His father, R. Issachar Beer, it seems, died about 1838 ; his

son puts 5751 for the first time on 4 Heslvan 5599 afier his name (p. 24 b).
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administrator of any person, or capable of any legacy
or deed or gift and shall also suffer imprisonment for the
space of three years without bail ar mainprize from the time
of such conviction' (H. S. Q. Henriquez: Fews and the
English Law, London, 1goR, pp. 13-14). This Act enabling
criminal prosecution against Jews who obtain prosclytes
from Christianity, though never acted upon, still remains
in the Statute-Book as past of the Law of England (/.
p- 18). During the Rabbi's tenure of office a non-Jew who
desired to convert to Judaism had to go to Holland or other
places an the Continent to undergo the ceremany, the London
Heth Din only confirmed '*9 the act by the vepetition of Tebila
{r>aw) or in cases where the authority of the continental
Beth Din was not sufficiently proved (New York, p- 57 b).1*°
The majority of these people went to Rotterdam, somc
to the Hague and Amsterdam, others to Elburg, but a case
from Yaris is also recorded. This refers to a lady called
Sarah, who was engaged 'to one of the Rothschilds’ in
1840, and the minute book states ‘ she was obliged to come
to London from Dublin to undergo again the ceremony of
the ritual bath (p. 29 2).'* Conversions which took place
in Holland are recorded even on the Iast page of the MS.
of the year 1855; a Dr. Samuel, who is often menticned,
acted as Mohel in cases of conversion of men.

The MS. is full of other important information relating

1% Page 3b (19 Tebet 1833): m':15 OTRDRPHR P'PB 15‘5 DYoonN, ..,
o8 ax Amb NNKT MBI hen pRY Denn oY b,

MO NPOWERD B3N PO wwsn &Y nhwn o,

13 qemam) R A nAen 3T w3 nbawmy 773 ‘A oon D
nom Rothischilds O'NTPIN DARA {0 9MRD AT9sD xm paxa pra
xR Anys A oyb Sapd pbaxs “pp mn &b a3 owan oo

v« .« jom pn Sxed &einb namm (fallow the signatures of R, Azrtcl
b. David, R, Aaron Lisser, R. Arjeh Jehuda Leb Krotoschin),
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to the contemporary status of the London Jews, and it
would be a laudable undertaking to have it printed in
cxtenso. To mention only a few items. The names
of the Jews arc already then nearly all anglicized, Levy,
RBenjamin, Nathan, Cohen, Iazarus, Harris, Samuel, are
very frequent, but we meet also names like Baker, Moseley
{p- t9b), Butcher (p.20b), Lyons {#bid), Marks, Lewis
(p- 21 b), Joncs (pp. 33 and 4ob), and even Picard 132
{p- 43b). Mr. Levy of Eagle Court, Strand, calls his
daughters Minky, Polly, Betsey, and TFiby (1840, p. 27 b).
The places of residence are likewise of interest. A certain
Hindele, daughter of Jacob, lives in her father's house
No. 87 Piccadilly (1835, p. 10b), while Mrs. Ber Reeves,
whose husband divorced her on the 3rd of Sivan, 1837,
lived at 35 Great Marlbarough Strect, which house was the
property of 2 Mr. Rolfe. Most of the Jewish addresses
were, however, in the East End and City, some of them
arc given with special accuracy: ‘13 Mount Terrace, White-
chapel, opposite Pavilion' was the dwelling of Haim b.
Isaac in Gnesen, who had become ¢ Henry Marks of London’,
and marricd sccretly the girl Leah, daughter of Isaac
Alexander in 1838 (p. 2z1b). Of special intercst is the
record (;11::15) of the ercction, in 1838, of twelve new, fine
houses called ¢ New Buildings ' in Devonshire Street, Bethnal
Green, built by A. L. Moses, Esq., for twelve honourable
men and their [amilics, ‘houses the like of which never
were built before’. Moses also erccted there a Synagogue,
which should be open for prayers day and night, and
appointed a scholar who should ‘learn’ there Torah cvery
evening before the evening prayer (027 nban BTR).

12 Notable is the following entry, p. 11b, N3 13 ‘2 2% o3 wpn
Jew boy' 53 23 Nap1 A0 N ST gor nma Loy nwnm ¥™1a b
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R. Solomon was asked to make an Erub (mnyn o) for
the inhabitants of that courtyard to enable them to carry
from one house to the other on Sabbath days, for which
purpose the Rabbi appearcd and addressed the new
residents with words ‘entering the hearts’, impressing
upon them the importance and the holiness of the Sabbath
day, and made them promise not to carry ox/side that
court {p. 23). The ceremony took place on the 6th of
Tammuz, 1838,

At other times cases of less pleasant character called
for the attention of the Beth Din. Mention is made of
people who are transported to Sidney for a number of
years, and the wife commits adultery in the meantime.
Cases of the marriage trick (see above. p. 467) are recorded
scveral times. Civil cases, which as a rule form the
greatest part of a continental Beth Din’s activity, werc
bardly brought beforc the London Rabbinate, unless it
be that they were recorded in another book, against which
speaks the fact that onc or two are recorded. On p. 29b
we find the claim of Zeev Wolf Raphacl (Oxayn) of Cologne
(i‘5DP p’po) against Meir, the Reader of the New Synagogue,
for the return of a bag of money containing £475. Raphacl
had given him a sack in which were two bags, but only
one was found on reopening the sack. The Beth Din
decides that although there is not a shadow of doubt upon
the honesty of the Fazan Meir, he was, as guardian of the
money handed to him, responsible for the loss, and would
have to pay the whole money claimed if Raphael confirms
by oath that the sack contained the amount, In order
to free Raphacl from the oath the partics agree that
R. Meir should pay him £315 by monthly instalinents of
£5 cach (27 Tammuz, 1840, p. 29 b).
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Of the further contents of the MS. are to be mentioned
a copy of a Responsum of R. Akiba Eger, Rabbi of Posen,
in matters of a Get. The letter was received by R.
Sclomon on Friday, g Kislev, 1835, and he is addressed
as b s vy aebw o DomSEn DN pNaT s3'an mand
{p- 7 b).

A Responsum by R. Solomon in answer to a question
addresscd to him by Jacob (of?) Sunderland, referring to
a mistake found in a scroll of IL.aw is found on p. 22b,
while on p. 35 a is a document of testimony from Manchester
signed on 17 lleshvan, 1843, by Simon b. Reuben, Parnas
of the cangregation, Abraham b. Jacob Benjamin Zecv
Franklin, warden of the Hebra Kadisha ; Eliezer b. Abraham
Judal, and Israel Joseph, son of the Rabbi Aaron Mirels,
Shohet and Reader of the Manchester community. The
testimonial referred to the conversion in Rotterdam of
a lady, who, accompanicd by Isaac, son of the warden
Abraham Franklin, i.e. Dr. L. Franklin, went to Rotterdam
and brought the document of the Beth Din from there tu
Manchester.

R. Solomon was, as is apparent from the foregoing,
conscientiously and strictly religious, and was recognized
as an authority in Rabbinic Law. The community appre-
ciated their Rabbi, and held him in high ecsteem to the end
of his days. We hcar in 1841 that ‘at a banquct held at
Birmingham the health of the Chief Rabbi was drunk,
everybody rising in respect'. This was no more than hc
deserved. 1lis whole life was devoted to the care of his
congregants. Lven their private interests were furthered
by him where and whenever he could be of help to them.
We have, fortunately, in MS. Adler 4160 a aumber of

letters preserved which give us an account ol the last
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fourteen years of his life and activity. This MS. contains
copies of letters of R. Solomon in Hebrew and English,
dealing with family affairs and official correspondence.
The MS. consists of 269 folios in large 4to, of which
fols. 39-95, 98a, 10ca, 16ob, 165b, 1873, 18ga, arc
entirely blank, while othcrs are only half filled. The
English letters cover most of the written pages. The dates
extend from 5586 (1826) till 5600 (1840). IHe signs mostly
'S. Hirschell’, not Herschell, and the address of his resi-
dence is given as ‘5 Bury Court’. The MS. represents a
wealth of material not only for Anglo-Jewish history, but
also for the History of the Jews in America, always closely
related to the same, and to the Jews of Poland and Russia.
His correspondence with Poland was so large that he had
to petition the Government in respect of letters sent to
him without the postage having been paid by the sender.
This document is written on Nov. 18, 5388 (1727), and
is addressed to 'Francis Freely, Esq.’ (MS. Adler 4160,
p- 163b), and a few passages of the same may be quoted:
¢...In the first place I beg leave to acquaint the Honourable
Board that having passed the early part of my life in study
of several of the Jewish Colleges in Poland, as well as
having officiated for a time as Chief Rabbi in that country,
1 became generally known throughout the several congre-
gations therein, and having since been called to that office
in {p. 163a) this great and important metropolis, it is
a natural conscquence that all those who have no com-
mercial or natural connexions in London fly to apply to
me as a resort to assist their various wants or inquiries,
besides, as the principle organ of Religious or Statistical
regulations, a considerable correspondence is necessarily
imposed on me with respect to marriagces, divorces, &c., &c.,
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those combined causes join to overwhelm me with letters
which in no way concern me, and induce an expense far
beyond my means to supply, and from my unwillingness
to return letters which appear to have the most distant
probability of being important to poor persons although
unknown, I am in possession of a considerable number
for which T have paid the postage, but which I neither
know whom to deliver or expect to be repaid.

Great as this evil may be, T should (be) content to
sacrificc all that I can for the benefit of the many wretchedly
poor persons who are concerned, but the additional expense
of the register renders this impossible, and on this point
I request more minutely to enter into explanation in order
to account for the number that atrive under this increased
cxpense. It is greatly to be lamented that the Post Office
rcgulations, and certainly a great number of dclivery of
Ictters sent by that conveyancc are in great number of
{oreign states far inferior {o that of this country(’s) great
commercial emporium, but most particularly is it to be
deplored throughout Poland and perhaps Russia and no-
where so much in respect the communications for the
smaller towns and villages therein, seldom does a letter
from a private individual, unless a regular commercial
cstablished house, arrive at its destination whether the
money received for postage is unaccounted for and the
letter destroyed I will not venture to assert, but certain
it is that if any pcrson wishes to insure its transit it has
uniformly been found expedient to register the same as
then the office receipt is brought back to the sender, this
part will account for the number of letters arriving with
such a guarantee in this Country even from poor people
to whom such letter is of vital importance, so strong indeed
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is this truth that I bave very frequently lost many impor-
tant letters sent from my own family whom I have for-
bidden to register (such warnings are found in many of
the Hebrew and Yiddish lctters of this MS., e.g. pp. 10b
and 23b), and very often reccive letters from the cir-
cumatious (?) sorrow on that account. The forbidding the
parties to register is impossible as few come from the same
source, the number arriving are in great part from new and
strange correspondents,

The evil of which T complain and hope for some
arrangement 1o be made by the Honourable Board for my
relief comprehending the levity to be wished for in behall
of the poor distressed correspondence is: the charge made
by the London Office for Registry, which infinitely sur-
passes the postage. I am quite alive to the possible
opening this may forin for fraud, but the cases that come
under my observation are in no way connected with mer«
cantile or commercial concerns. The subjects generally
consist of enquirics from wives after husbands, children
after parents, subjects alas lately becoming too frequent
in consequence of somec severe Russian Decrecs against
our devoted mnation, or professional letters respecting
divorces, &c., &c. ] am aware that in many instances
where I have sent the parties themselves to claim their
lctters that the Registry fee has generally been remitted,
but I wish it to be understood that I have never purposely
sent them with an expectation that such would be necessary
consquence. The Office must be best judge of its own
actions. Where a particular request from me should be
presented, stating the inability of the party to pay . ..

What better proof is required for the saintly nature,
kind heart, and at the same time for the honest, business-
like manner of cur Rabbi than this lis own lctter, which,
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I believe, was written by his own hand, althongh most
of the Iinglish letters were written by others according to
his instructions, as he himsclf says in one of these letters.
That the Post Office authorities handcd out letters from
abroad to poar people without making them pay the postage,
was obviously done out of regard for R. Solomon Hirschel,
and proves that he had influence even in non- fewish quarters.
Of this we have also other indications in this MS.

The Duke of Sussex was a great friend of the Jews;
reports were current that he knew Hebrew which he had
studied under the Rev. Solomon Lyon of Cambridge, and
that ‘he read daily portions of the Bible in the grand
old language in which it was originally written®, says
Mr, Picciotto (Skctc/ies, p. 286). Rabbi Solomon sccms
to have becen well acquainted with him, as we sece from
a letter which he sent to the Duke in 1840 after a dinner
at the house of one of the Goldsmids, The letter reads
(MS. Adler 4160, p. 106 a, middle):

‘ May it please Your Royal Highness:

I respectfully crave Your Royal Highness permission
te offer my humblest apologies for having withdrawn from
Mr. Goldsmids without offering my humble duty to Your
Royal Highness: but as I {felt very unwell and did not
wish to devange the party, I left the house without bidding
farewell to any one.

That it may pleasc the great and merciful Iord of all
long to preserve and prasper Your Royal Highness, the
fricnd of Israel, thec zealous patron of justice humanity and
liberality is the sincere wish of Your Royal Highness
faithfully and obedient .. .

5 Bury Court City
24 June 5600 am.
To His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex.’
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We have also other correspondence with non-Jews.
At the time of the blood-libel in Damascus (1840), when
Sir Moses Montcfiore and M. Crémieux playcd such a
splendid rdle in vindicating their brethren in the Fast
and the Jews in gencral, R. Solomon Hirschel apparently
declared publicly on ocath that Jews never use nor have
ever used human blood in connexion with any af their
ceremonies. The MS. contains a ‘copy of a letter ad-
dressed to Dr. Hirsche!’ by a Mr. John Joseph Stockdale
of Gloster Gate, Regents Park, dated July 4, 1840, whercin
the writer reminds the Rabbi that his oath, 'pure in its
intention and spirit as | am satisfied it is, may not go
{arther than you contemplate. According to our Chronolo-
gists in the year of the.world 2106—or when the L—d
G--d Omnipotent constituted Abram and his sced by
Isaac, G—d's peculiar people, he appointed circumcision
as the scal of such covenant. Should no blood be shed
in your rite of circumcision your oath is, I admit literally
correct ; but if circumecision induce blood, 1 submit it to
your consideration.” Although the writer adds: ' Permit
me to add, 1 could not for an instant implicate the sacred
purity and propriety of what you meant to swear, “ no use
of human blood in any human rite”, I believe your object
to be truth, charity, and humanity, pursued with zeal, which
I wish were universal. Pardon me, who I am an unworthy
Christian, but not less an admirer of G—d’s pcculiar
people, of whom your ancestors and Self for more than
ten generations have been chief spiritual guides . . . pardon
me I repeat the bold, but not unholy intrusion’ (pp. 104~5).

We find no answer ol the Rabbi recorded. The writer’s
bad faith was apparent, for, if he knew anything about
Judaism and Jewish rites, he must have known that even
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at the ccremony of circumcision, the blood itself is not
used, but is washed off and dried up in the ordinary surgical
way. The Rabbi thercfore probably thought it best not
to answer, for he did not believe in polemics with people
of other faiths. Such polemics could only bring about
conflicts between the adhervents of diffcrent rcligions. The
Rabbi says so plainly in a letter to Rev. T. Smith (p. 135 b),
which reads: * Dr. Hirschell’s compts to the Rev. Mr. T.
Smith, assures him that his occupations have been too
multifarious to allow him to peruse the sermon sent, and
having long made up his mind not to enter into Polemical
Correspondence on religious subjects sceing that each Party
remain of the same opinion still, and that they cnly produce
and augment a bitterness of spirit, he must decline replying
to the questions proposed on the verses of Daniel, which
have so long been subjects of dispute and of acknowledged
mystery. Neither can he consider the tone of the second
note cnticing, nor the thrcat of publication imperious
enough to induce him to alter his resolution of avoiding
all conflict between religionists.
5 Bury Court
Nov. 25th 5591 (1831).

The Rev. T. Smith was probably in league with the
* London Sacicty’ for Promoting Christianity among Jews,
founded in 1808, which at the time this letter was written,
unfolded a feverish activity among the Jews, and not
always without success. The Rabbi, although he did not
enter into public discussions, did his best through activity
among his own congregants, to frustrate the missionaries’
efforts. Amaong the leaves of the MS. (between pp. 103-6)
I found a loose letter addressed to a Mrs. Magnes, asking

her to help her son-in-law in bringing up his children in
D. K
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the faih of their Fathers. ‘I fecl extremely sorry to state
to you this most unpleasant affair of your Daughter, which
I suppose you are already acquainted with, who after
receiving so frequently your kind assistance in perhaps
more than is in your power, has thrown herself away with
her 2 children. But what is past can not be recalled.
Yet as the children have been so fortunate that theic Father
arrived from America and in the midst of great sorrow and
calamity has tried to rescue the innocent children and has
taken them out of the hands of everlasting ruin, I fecl
it my duty knowing you for so many years always acting
up to our religion in the strictest manner, and ncver
withheld your assistance to the poor, where is there greater
and important Charity than to save innocent children from
the hands of & much more your awn dear grandchildren
which are considered as your own children, that you will
do what lies in your power to assist their Father to keep
them.! Equally important is another letter addressed 1o
a member of his congregation warning him not to attend
meetings of supporters of the London Sacicty (p. 146 b).
The letter was written on Feb. 22, 1827, but no name is
mentioned. *Sir, Allow me from the nature of my Office as
well as from my conscientious fecling to call your attention
to the necessity of not only duly practising the duties of
our holy religion but also of avoiding in places where
contrary dactrines are held forth as it appears you have
done by attending at a Meeting held by the supporters
of the London Society, where much was spoken by one
who has abrogated the Jewish religion for reason best
known to himself. The presence of any Jew at such
a mecting is not only improper in itsclf, but gives an
apparent sanction or apprebation to it and, however un-



RABBI SOLOMON IIRSCIHFEL 131

founded, encourages a false hope in the practice that their
precaching has cffect. Let me therefore caution you not
to appear at any of such mectings lest it should appear
as if you encouraged the system wien you merely went from
curiosity: (Prov.c.i.v.15) orammn 15 ym anx 9713 750 Sy w2
and let mc direct your attention to the fifth chapter of
Praverbs which alludes particularly to the dactrines of such
a society.

Nor let any personal figure (fccling?) against any
member of your congregation induce you to act so un-
wisely merely in opposition to them mpb qom nzn ymes
(thid. ¢.i.v. 5). 1 hope yau will take this in good part and
belicve it is transmitted to you in good faith and with the
best wishes of your welfare by your

sincere friend.’

Other Ictters referring to missionaries are on pp. 201,
203, 2354, 256, 259 b, 260. On onc occasion he requests
a provincial congregation to give every facility of returning
to the Jewish fold to a man who scems to have repcnted
his conversion to Christianity. If he publicly atones and
in the Synagogue declares that he again wishes to adhere
to the Jewish faith and to the tenets of Jewish Religion he
should be received in a friendly manner and supported in
his efforts to again become a true and faithful member
of the Jewish community.

A *Socicty for the prevention of Juvenile corruption’
called itself likewise the ‘ London Society’, and R. Hirschel
writes with reference to this (p. 201): ‘I need not add that
your Society has my best wishes and that any assistance
in my power will be readily afforded. I would recommend
that your circular be sent to each of the Synagagues in the

Metropolis, a list of which I add. [ must however beg
K 2
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leave to observe that the designation *“London Saciety ”
which you have adopted is rather felicitious (unfortunate?)
as you expose your laudable association to be compounded
with, and mistaken for another “ London Socicty ” for
promoting Christianity among the Jews, for the confusion
of ideas resulting from this similarity of designation may
tempt many to identify you with the other London Society
which certainly does not number many fricnds among us.’

A missionary Nr. Wolff, by all appearances an apostate
Jew, receives the following letter in answer to a request for
an interview :

(p. 1442) ' Copy of an answer to Joseph Wolff, 2 mis-
sionary for Palestine.

* Dr. Hirschel acknowledges the rcceipt of Mr. Wolff's
letter, but feels it is inconsistent with his official situation
as it is incongrous (si /) with his personal feclings that he
should admit Mr. Wolff to be capable of reporting any
conversation between them on his return to Palestine.

*Dr. H. has however no objection to receive any obser-
vation Mr. W. may think for to communicate to him in
writing.’

The position of the Jews in the East, and especially
in Palestine, was a vecry precarious onc at the beginning
of last century. Cries for help from their starving brethren
in the Holy Land reached the cars and hearts of the Jews
all over the world. A socicty called Pckidim and Amar-
kulim of the Jewish Congregations of the Holy Land was
formed in Amsterdam under the presidency of R. Zevi
Hirsch Lehren (1584-1853), and his brother Akiba Lehren
(1795-1 876), and 2 similar society was formed in London
in 1827 (cp. ¥. £., vol. VII, pp. 668-9). The appeal was
made by the Rabbi at a mecting of the Shchita Committee
quite spontancously, and the Parnassitn of the Synagogue
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at St. Albans Place were offended that they had not been
approached to become members of the committec set up
for the purposc. R. Solomon Hirschel sends them a letter
of explanation on June 12, 5597, and asks them for help
“in behalf of those unfortunate sufferers’.

The Commitlee consisted of J. Guedalla, Sir Moses
Montcfiore, and I1, Bensusan.  Similar societies under the
name *Hebrat Terumat Hakodesh' were formed also in
America. In New York ' Geo. A. Furst, Esq.’ was Sceretary
to that Socicty, and the London Committec informs him
in June, 1836, that they had resigned their offices, asking
him to instruct the *Rev. Dr. Iirschell as to the way in
which it is your pleasurc he should disposc of the moncys
you have remitted to him® (p. 187b; also p. 204b). In
Charleston, S. C., Mr. I. M. Ilertz was chairman of the
Saciety (p. 191, dated 5596 ; p. 204a, Elul, 5597 ; p. 2c4 b,
Jan. 4, 5597, when the money collected at Charleston is
sent by Mr. S. C. Levy of that city to Messrs. Rothschild).
A Nr. D. Davis of New York dedicates his lectures to the
TLondon Rabbl, who, on Aug. 27, 5597, sends him ‘best
thanks for the honour you confer on me. DPermit me to
assure you that I deceply sympathize with our brethren in
the Western Hemisphere and am bhappy to find they arc
not inattentive to their best interests, moral and mental
improvements, and consequently obedient 1o the Laws and
observances enjoined by our G—d and bequecathed unto
us by our fathers.

¢ That the Giver of all Good may vouchsafe to render
your efforts to instruct his pcople as useful as they are
will . .. and reward your zeal with all happiness here and

hereafter is the sincere wish of,
Dcar Sir,
Yours very truly!
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The congregation of Kingston in Jamaica addresses
several questions to the Rabbi. On onc occasion hc sends
with his reply: Regulations for the Kadeshim (ot™p) on
the eve of the gth of Ab, 1841 (pp. 97 a-g6a), while in
1830 he had addressed a letter to ' Messrs. P. Lucas, H.
Levy, D. Jacobs, of the British and German Congregations
of the Jews in Kingston in Jamaica, dated Feb. 2, 5590.
He writes: “ Gentlemen, yours of the gth Nav. ult. I have
received and feel obliged by the polite made in which
my official actions are acknowledged and in return must
express mysell as ever ready and willing to promote the
welfare of the English and German Congregation at
Kingston.” The letter deals with a case of [Halizah of
a Mr. Benjamin Phillips. Another letter (p. 235a) is
addressed to Messrs. IT.awrcence, Jacobs, and Lyons,
Committee of the Vestry, &c., Kingston.

R. Solomon was not always reluctant to enter into
correspondence with non-Jews. A most cordial letter to
Colonel Powell, who was a friend of a Mrs. Emanuel, is
found on p. 113b. The colonel had asked him for the
meaning of the word v (he spells it in English as
‘Keedush’), which question is answerced fully on three pages
(1132, b, and 112b). The letter concludes, * Dr. Hirschell
regrets to learn that coloncl Powell is indisposed. e had
(as he thought) understood from Mrs. Emanuel that colonel
Powell was desirous of personally to communicate with
him, which was the reason why Dr. Hirschell appointed
a time for the interview, as his advanced age and infirmities
do not permit him at all times to receive visitars’ (March 20,
5600).

A ‘friend of Isracl’ receives the following answer
(p. 124b): “ Sir, the letter you addressed to me, and the
call you and your friend Mr. Simpson have favored me
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with afford me the agreecable satisfaction of knowing that
among your people, the friecnds of truth and universal
happyness are anxious for the restoration of Israel and
address their supplications to the most High besceching
him to hasten the day “ when the whole earth shall be
filled with the knowledge of the Lord”. To us the scat-
tered Remnant of Israel the certainty of our hope, the
conviction “that God is not a man that he should lie,
neither a son of men that he should repent”, the perfect
reliance which consequently it behoves us to place in his
sacred promise—has during centurics of suffering such as
no aother nation ever experienced—afforded constancy un-
yiclding and submission unrepining, without a murmur
we receive the chastisement his paternal band inflicts and
tho' our fervent prayers implore his pardon and supplicate
his mercy, submission to his will is our first duty.” The
lctter goes on to prove from scripture that Isracl must
wait patiently for redemption, which can only come from
Gad alone {pp. 121-2 where the first page is re-written).
Unfortunately the name of Mr. Simpson’'s fricnd, to whom
the letter is addressed, is not disclosecl.

Mr. Peppercorn, another non-Jew, author of the ¢ Laws
of the Hebrews relating to the Poor', receives a Jetter
of thanks from the Rabbi for a copy of this work.
.. . The Rev. Dr. will take the earliest opportunity
which his advanced age and pressing avocations permits,
Mr. P's work by comparing it with the original of Maimo-
nides and will not fail to acquaint Mr. P. with his opinion
on that, till then he can say he is much pleased to see the
truly philantropic love of his Nation, enlisted as the
Auxiliary of Charity and Benevalence.

‘5 Bury Court
‘2 May, 5508
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Among Jetters to individuals we find such addressed
to Sir Moses Montefiore (p. 218), to Amshel Maycr Roth-
schild (pp. 146 a, 183), Solomon Heine in Hamburg, Dr.
Raphael, Leopold Dukes {pp. 208-g), and others of less
note. Letters to provincial congregations fill by far the
greatest part of the volume, and deal mostly with ritual
questions such as the appointment or dismissal of a Shohet,
marriages, and divorce cases, but also on occasions when
internal strife, quarrels among the individual members
disturbed the peace in a congregation, the counsel and
advice of the Rabbi was invoked. Portsmouth gave him
most trouble in this respect (pp. 99a-107b, 116b, 119,
130a, 135, 1433, 148b, 16923, 2212, 2234, 2292, 244 b,
261 a). One passage in a letter to this congregation
(p- 106 b} could well be applied in our days. ‘Do not let
selfish considerations stand in the way of unanimity and
Concord. Those who hold offices should recollect that they
are not appointed for the qualification (gratification?) of
their vanity and sell importance but for the good of the
congregation. And those who do not hold office should
remember that officers duly elected by the majority are
entitled to respect and obedience. Do this and good
feeling and propriety of conduct will soon be restored
among you for G—2 will bless his people with Peace.'
Among other congregations are to be mentioned: Bath
{p- 366 a); DBrighton (pp. 109, 145 &) ; Bristol (pp. 1673,
173 b, 176a, 222 b, 227 b, 228a); Birmingham {pp. 196 b,
2123, 220,225 b, 238a,239 b, 251 b) ; Canterbury (pp.141 b,
181 a); Chatham (pp. 208a, 252a); Edinburgh (pp. 126 a,
179b); Glasgow (p. 179a); Ipswich (pp. 14223, 2313,
248 b, 254a); Liverpool {pp. 1153, 156a: to Mr. Moses
Samuel, St. James' Street, 194 a, 245 a); Manchester
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(pp- 108 a,111b, 195b, 251 b); Newcastle (pp. 1423, 256 b) ;
Jersey (p. 198b); Plymouth (pp. 168a, 215a, 2359a);
Portsea (pp. 118 a, 206 a, 249 b, 250a) ; Swansea {pp- 225 a,
244 b); Southampton {p. 178a). Letters in which the
personal motive is predominant are perhaps more illus-
trating to show a full life-picture of our Rabbi, In this
connexion one letter, of which my friend Mr. E. N. Adler
said it was ‘ quite classical ', is worth quoting in full. The
letter (p. 268 a) is addressed to * Master Elias ', who, I ven-
turc to suggest, was the son of Hazan D. Elias of the
Great Synagoguc, who had to resign his position on
account of ill-health in 1829 (Picciotto, Skelckes, p. 333).
The Rabbi writes:

*That you are obstinate and unruly T have long known :
but that you would carry these faults to the extent you
do, 1 did not expect. Recollect yourselfl and reflect on
your situation. Your only hope of ever becoming a vseful
member of society rests on your behaving properly during
your apprenticeship and learning your trade as you ought.
Do this and I will still be your fricnd as I have been: but
if you will be disobedient and persist in your ill conduct,
I must decline assisting you or doing any more for you.
You know what trouble and anxicty I have had on your
account: and now I devote money and time for your
welfare I have a right to expect that you should prove
yourself worthy of my kindness, which you can only do
by proper hehaviour to your Master. If you quit him the
money paid for you is lost, and I shall certainly not do
any thing whatever for you. 1 therefore again repeat,
reflect on your situation; your welfare or ruin depends
upon your own conduct. Be wise and show those who
have befriended you for your father’s sake that their kind-
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ness has not been wasted on you. If you do not bestow
on my advice you will repent it when it is too late. I am
your well-wisher as you behave.'

It is Jike the words of a father to his son that we
hear spoken when we rcad these lines. Amongst all his
activities, his infirmity, and in the midst of his continuous
study and arduous communal duties, the Rabbi finds time
to write a letter like this to a young boy whom he
befriends. And this was not the only boy whom he took
under his care. On p. 206a of the MS. we find the
copy of a letter to Messrs. B. and W. Lcvy at Portsea,
dated Feb. 9, A. M. 5597, written on behalf of a young hoy
named Elkin Gollin, who was to bc placed under the care
of Messrs. Levy. The Rabhi wauld have liked the youngest
brother of the boy to go to Portsea instead, but ¢ Mrs. Gollin
not being willing to send her youngest son ... in answer
to yours of the 24th ult. concerning Elkin Gollin I beg tc
say that Mrs. Gollin is agrecable to send him te your care
and I trust that under your protection he will do as well.
You are no doubt aware of his being much younger than
his brother Elias, and 1 hope therefore that your fostering
kindness may be extended watchfully over him, were it
. possible I should be desirous of having a little conversation
with you, whereby you might explain maoy points to
me. . .." The rest of the letter deals with the question
whether a Jew having a non-Jew as partner may allow the
business to be open on the Sahbath day, and the Rabbi
replies in the affirmative with the reservation that the
contract between the partners must clearly state that
the profits made on the Sabbath day belong solely and
exclusively to the non-Jewish partner.

Another document (p. 184 b) dated June 6, 5596 {1836)
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reveals the Rabbi as peacemaker between father and son.
‘I should have replied to your Ictter carlier but waited
in hopes being enabled to affect a reconciliation betwecen
yourself and your family. ... I have and am yet willing
to do all in my power to make Peace, in the mean time
you must not forget that it is your duty to open the road
and to strive (strain?) ecvery nerve to bring about the
required object you are anxious to obtain.' The letter is
addressed to the son, and 1 do not think it is a coincidence
that thc names of persons are omitted in the copies of
private letters. Ile was so anxious to guard the secrets
of others that he would not even entrust to his private
copy-book the names of the people concerned. The letter
of the Rabbi had the result hoped for, if, as we may
assume, the letter following on the next page (185 a), dated
June 15, 5546, refers to the same people. This letter is
addressed to a brother of some one who had had a dispute
with his parents. ‘I am bhappy to find that my letter has
produced the desired cffect, indeed nothing affords me more
pleasure than to promote peace and goodwill among my
flock and much more between Father and Son and I hope
that this wili, at all events have the happy effect of teaching
people to be more cautious before they take an oath, which
I am inclined to think too frequently occurs from their
acting from the impulse and passion, and not attaching that
importance to the sacred name which as human beings
they ought to do and next to this in the words of the
divine Psalmist: “ How beautiful and pleasant for Brethren
to dwell together in harmony ”. I can assure you that my
pleasure will not be a little increased by you and your
Brother entering the compact and hence forward feeling

towards each other as Brothers and men ought to do.
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A similar letter follows, very likely relating to the same
people, bearing no date and no names; of this I shall anly
note the postscript: ‘ N.B. This letter will be handed you
by Mr. Cohen to whom I have instructed to tell you that
Immediately after the Post is in you will call on your
Parents and ask their forgiveness and also write to your
Brother and thank him for his interference. 1 have written
to them on that head and trust that after all unfriendly
feelings betwixt the families will be done away with.
Should your parents not be at Portsmouth you will imme-
diately on receiving this write to them and also to your
Brother thanking him for his interference.’” The beginning
of the letter reveals the cause of the father's anger. ‘I this
day received a letter from your Brother of Southampton
by which I was more than happy to find that your
respected father is likely to be reconciled to the Marriapge
which you are about to celebrate, I hope to your happiness
and prosperity, having done all my cfforts to produce this
desired end, I feel it now my duty to call on you religiously
to perform your part, and as we hope to be forgiven our
sins on our A9A day, so we must do our part to merit it. ...
I have reproduced the last sentence for the purposc of
preserving this old and beautiful Jewish tradition which
I think is almost forgotten. To enable the young couple
to enter the sacred state of matrimonial life in perfect
purity of heart and purpose God forgives them all their
sins on the wedding day. That is the rcason why both
bride and bridegroom fast on the wedding day till after
the ceremony, an introductory part of which is that both
say the afternoon prayer for the eve of Atlonement day,
with the full confessional prayers.

Among the professional Rabbinical letlers we find
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several addressed to R. Akiba Eger of Posen, to whom he
sent money for distribution to relatives of London Jews
living in Poland, to R. Efraim Zalman Margolies of Brod,
to the Rabbi of Lemberg whom he calls ‘cousin’ and to
the Rabbi of Paris (p. 250). Many of these letters refer
to the divorce of his daughter Tegele, of which we shall
hear later. e had correspondence with the Rabbi of
Bordeaux, David Marks about the suppiy of Kasher wine
and brandy (pp. 11g-20) asking him to supervise the expe-
dition of such winc by a wine merchant called Mr. Isaacson
of Bordeaux. Page 269 has a note: Sxaw xbyrw p™p1 2ma
From 3 mwoN.

Events in the commercial world were also taken note
of. On p. 228a we read: ' Copy of the Cornwall Raoyal
Gazette: The Queen has been graciously pleased, by
warrant from the Lord Chamberlain to appoint Mr. H.
Harris, No. 8 Leman St. to be her Majesty's Jeweller in
ordinary at Truro.! Copy of a noticc by the * Wherry
Mining Company, Mounts Bay, Penzance, Cornwall’, in-
forming shareholders that ‘ the third call of 30s. per share
is now made’, dated Nov. 27, 1837, discloses that the
Rabbi must have had some interest in these shares.

A great deal of trouble must have caused him the
letters received from Poland and the money sent through
him for distribution in Poland. Apart from Rabbi Akiba
Eger, his son-in-law R. Samuel Zelliker, husband of his
daughter Golde, and his father Nahum Zeliiker received
remittances from our Rabbi for distribution in Poland.
On one occasion the Rabbi nearly lost £104 in these
transactions for the benefit of others (p. 11 b).

While their Rabbi was thus engaged working constantly

in order to strengthen and prescrve Jewish Jife and Jewish
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tradition his congregation developed on what we call
nowadays ‘maodern lines’. Already as carly as 1821 a
petition for the shortening of the Misheberach, signed by
several members of the Synagogue, was submitted to the
managing committee. The petitioners were anxious to
improve the decorum of the Synagogue. They call the
institution of Misheberach *a system of finance for which
the mast solemn prayers are hurried over and which is
inconsistent with decorum and public order’. This was
a sign of the times, a beginning of the modernization of
Anglo-Jewry which ultimately ended in the establishment—
in 1841—of the Reform Synagogue. Although most of
the founders of the West London Synagogue werce members
of the Sephardi congregation (three-fourths), the secession
was more keenly felt by the Ashkenazi community. R.
Solamon Hirschel issued a ‘caution’ on Sept. g, 1841,
stating that * persons calling themselves Rritish Jews pub-
licly and in their published book of prayers reject the Qral
Law’, and further that ‘any pcrsen or persons declaring
that he, or they, reject and do not believe in the authority
of the Oral Law cannot be permitted to have any com-
munion with us Israclites in any religious rite or sacred
act.” Picciotto tells us on ‘ unimpeachable authority that
the Rev. S. Hirschel, as well as the Rev. D. Meldola,
signed the above paper with the greatest reluctance, know-
ing that it would cause much exasperation’, &c., and
‘even after the Rev. S. Hirschel had been induced to affix
his signature to the document, he wished to recall it. The
caution was not promulgated for some time’. On Saturday,
Jan. 22, 1842, it was read publicly in the principal
Synagogues (Sketches, p. 380). DPicciotto apparently knew
only of the first caution, dated 24 Elul, 5602 (1841), and
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issued soon after that date. The caution read on Jan. 22
was a sccond one, dated 9 Heshvan, 560z (Oct. 24,
1831} The Herem was read in all the Synagogues,
except—which is worth noting—in the Western Synagogue,
IHaymarket, where the wardens refused to have it read.
The Reform Synagogue was nevertheless established, and
the HMerem was afterwards confirmed again by the late
Dr. N. M. Adler in 1846.

The stand taken by R. Solomon in connexion with this
sccession from the orthodox Synagogue was about the
only part hc took in the public life of the London com-
munity, His whole life was devoted to the study of the
Toral and the excrcise of the holy Law. From carly
morning till late at night, olten till long after midnight,
he was bending over the large folios of the Talmud. Of
a keen intellect, he was more a receptive than a productive
scholar, and too much absorbed in his studies to find time
for writing works. No complete work of his remained
after him, the products of his studics were only notes on
the margins of the books he read, of which so far, nothing
has becn published. He was rather tall and of commanding
appcarance in his long robe and broad hat, but was rarely
scen except on his way to and from Synagogue.  He lived
an ascctic life, and it is said that for years he did not eat
meat from Sabbath to Sabbath, and fasted every Monday
and Thursday threughout the year1%

In 1825 Salom ]. Cohen published the book Elements
of Fait in Hebrew, with an English translation, by
Joshua Van Oven. The publication was approved of by

183 Sce W. Ayerst, 7he fews of the Nincteenth Cendury, London, 1858,

pp. 31t A,
¥4 Poice of Jacob, 11, p. 59.
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Rabbi Sclomon Hirschel and Haham Raphacl Mcldola. ‘It
is necessary’, writes R. Sol. Hirschel in his Hebrew appro-
bation (dated 1 Kislev, 5575 = 1814), ‘to make the Jewish
youth acquainted with the elements of our faith, especially
in this country. I have examined thc book carefully and
much approve of it'. This book and Rabbi Solomon
Hirschel for recommending it were attacked by a man
named Yomtof Bennet in a pamphlet entitled ow™spa xe =
A basket of Criticism (London, 1827).* Yomtof Baneth,
or as he called himself in English, Salomon Bennett, was
a native of Polotzk in White Russia, and after having been
to Riga, Copenhagen, Berlin, and Paris, came to I.ondon
in 1799, He claimed to possess a patent as Royal
Academician of the Berlin Academy in his profcssion as
engraver. He bad acquired some Hebrew knowledge in
his youth, but was not an observant Jew. *As orthodoxy
was not a favourite theme of mine’, he says of himself,
‘ particularly as a foreigner and a single man, who cannot
abide by all the strictness of ceremonial laws, T was then
declared a heretic’.'® He found friends among the ¢ English
Gentlemen’ who were divested of religious and national
prejudices, but still he took a lively interest in Jewish com-
munal affairs, apparently to a greater degree than was
agreeable to the community itsell. He says that Rabbi
Solomon Hirschel carried hatred against him in his bosom

i Another controversial pamphlet appeared in 1848 under the title
¢ The Axc laid to the Raat’, or ¢ Ignorance and superatition evident in Lhe
character of the Rev. S. Hirschell, High Priest of the Jcws in England, in
several leiters to him on oecasion of his having ordered the trees to be
felled in the old bural-ground at Mile End Road.?
Alexandcer (Bidl. Angl. Iudaica, p. 112).

136 See Present Reigit, &c, p. 4. 1am indebted to Rev. M. Rosenbaum
for calling my aliention ta this rather rare pamphlet.

The author was Levi
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since his stay in Berlin on account of somc dissension
between Bennett and his father, Rabbi of that mctropolis.
R. Hirschel, he complains, caused him *losses of money
of above one hundred pounds and imprisonments on account
ol his portrait’. I have not been able to discover what
portrait this refers to. In the pamphlet * Tene Bikkurim’,
the English title of which is * A Collection of Rabbinical
Discussions and Criticisms ', Bennett accuses the Rabbi
of having given his approbation to a hook which did not
contain the ‘elements of faith’, but in many instances
‘ elements of unbelief’ (p. 16). In answer to this pamphlet
Mayer Cohen Rintel published a booklet called mxyp nnip
(London, 1817, printed by Jechiel Hanau, Bassist of the
Great Synagogue), in which he vindicates the writer of
the ¢ Elements of Faith’ and the Rabbi. [t is quite possible
that the whole defence was prepared by Rabbi Scolomon,
Rintel being a Shohet and under his jurisdiction. At least
Bennett says so in the reply which he published under the
title * The Present Reign of the Synagogue of Dukes Place
displayed’. Rintel, in his Minhat Xenaot, speaks of the
Rabbi in very respectful terms: ‘I know the mind of
our rcvered Rabbi well’, he says, ‘he is a Zaddik who
follows in the footsteps of his famous forefathers. He is
a man (53071 Rem) without pride, not being pleased with
praises, but he alsc does not grieve when he is blamed,
and does nmot mind being criticized. I cannot, however,
stand by and see our revered and esteemed leader’s honour
attacked.’

Bennett's account of R. Solomon is naturally quite
different, but his charges are, after all, not so very serious,
the principal one being that he cannot speak English, and
that he had not yet published any literary work. Iis

D, L
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picture of London Jewry, however, may be of some
interest.

When he arrived there, he tells us, he found the doors
of Jewish houses barred against him in spite of recom-
mendations from friends on the Continent. ‘It is a2 theme
in their religious sentiments, if a Jew be not orthodox in
the extreme they proclaim him te be an infidel, on the
other hand, a man may commit all depredations and im-
maralitics, if he contributed to and attended the Synagoguc,
he is then, they say, “a good Idde Kiend ™. Would I have
been qualified to be a good companion, to associate in
their convivialities, to give an Italian, a French or German
song, would I posscss gallant pelitencss, undoubtedly | might
obtain their {riendship, but alas! I was never educated to
such fineries’. The causcs of these views he explains by
a further statement, that his brethren °©entertained an
inherent hatred against him', and on which score he had
never met with any cordiality from them. That ¢ proud
Pontiff, R. Solomon Hirschell, even formed prcsecutions
and plans with those who cringe under his government
to obstruct all intercourse among my nation', and all this
on account of the small work entitled ‘Tenc Bikkurim'.
IHe (Solomon Hirschel) became enraged like a tiger, and
having been unsuccessful among the Chief Rabbis with
respect to an anathema, he had that poultry-slayer Mayer
Cohen, a member of the Petticoat Lane gentry, to compose
the book msp nm = Avenge Offer’. The anathema was
refuséd by the Rabbis, the Haham Raphacl Meldola, and
by R. Zalman Bahur and Wolf Lissa of the German Jewish
Synagogue. ‘Onc wretched hireling Mr, Muday of the
Portuguese Synagogue was employed to ruminate the library
of the Mecedrash’, and from this and ‘the extensive closets
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of a Rabbinical library, which is only in the possession of
R. Sclomon Ijrschel (if not in his head) was compiled the
vindication entitled “Avenge Offer .7 TForthe last 15 years
of Rabbi Salomon’s reign he never made any display of
learning, but rather an exhibition of rabbinical books,
constitutes his Rabbiship.'*® [Hc presented an inventory
of his Rabbinical library with no other views than to
dazzle the sight of his illiterate adherents, as if possessing
an cextensive stock of learning exclusively of his council
to consult on cvery trivial law, namely, R. Zalman Bahur,
R. Woll Lissa, Z. Mousse Croutchick, Muday, &c. It is
Ny, Witherby (cp. Picciotto, p. 284 ff. ; Wolf-Jacobs: Bidl.
Anglo-Fud. nos. 407, 411, 415, pp. 71, 72), Doc. Van Oven,
Mr. Jaseph, the poet of Dulkes’ Place, Mayer Cohen the
poultryman, who are Solomon Ilirschel's Hcebrew and
Inglish writers and the active part of his goverment.! He
asks the Rabhi: Why is he so scrutinous of the supposed
conduct of one individual, and yet so indifferent to the bulk
of his Synagogue, the followers of his standard ? sceing that
the Royal LExchange, the Stack lxchange, and the Coffee-
houses adjoining are all filled with Jew-merchants transact-
ing business on the Saddaths and Loly days quiéte public. The
Rabbi is also awarc that the most part of the Jew-merchants
transact business in their connting and ware-fiouses on the
Sabbath days without exception ; that Jewish shop-keepers
many of them, kcep their shops open on the Sabbath day.
‘I have very often scen mysell’, he says, * Jewish picture
dealers of pretended picty, furniture and cloth-sellers, attend
public sales on the Sabbath day, all without blushing
before the Christian community ... and yet our pious
grand Rabbi never rebukes the gencrality or any individuals

137 See Hennet's 2 esent Reign, pp- 12-14. B flid, p. 10,
L2
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for doing so. And why? We have sufficient rcason to
conjecture, because it would not answer so well his purpose,
or becavse his followers would look upon him with a
frown.'?* Better still than these outbursts are his state-
ments in the Appendix from which I cannot refrain from
quoting a few sentences. ‘People at large run away with
a notion, a man of high station in life, when speaking
of a modern Jewish Rabbi, whom they vulgarly call “1he
High Priest”. ... In my country, viz. White Russia, and
Peland in general, this title of “grand Rabbi” is quitc a
legend with the Israelitish public, and I do not hesitate
to assert that taking on an average, oue ont of two arc men
of letters sufficiently qualified to direct themsclves and
their brethren so as to live according to the ritual laws
of Israel. All the towns of the mentioned countrics have
chosen their Rabbis and teachers out of their own Israclitish
inhabitants. . , . But different is the case in this country,
scarce one ont of a hundred of the native Jews who, though
they understand a smattering of the Hebrew language, yet
understand not the Hebrew rites, and their liturgy in
general is quite out of the question. The Rabbies, &c.,
functions all must be far fetehed, viz. from foreign countries.
Nor is it necessary for a Rabbi in this country to be over-
stocked with difficult learning, as every dispute, even
between brother and brother, comes before the Magistrate
and Law courts, With vehemence I exclaim Alas! That
the whole Hebrew literature is at stake with my people

130 fhid,, p. s6. Sal. Bennet published also the [following warks:
Constaney of Israel, 1812; A Disconrse on Sacrifiees, 1815; ™ s,
A Theological and Critical Treatise on the Primogeniticre and Integrily of the
Holy Langunge, 1835 ; The Tespie of Ezekiet with engravings by S. B. 18a4.
About him cp. Mathias Levy in Jewish Chrondde, July 31, 1903.
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in this kingdom (p. 64). A Rabbi in this country is
introduced rather by favour than by merit, and good
recommendations of merchants is quite cnough for his
importation. Adding to this, they who instal the Rabbi,
are, unfortunately, not the judges of learning and merit,
and those who are the connoisscurs of that article have not
any authority or vote to speak for or against that, which
was decreed by the rich people.’ All this is applied to
R. Solomon Hirschel. *Now for the happy year 1802!
I.ondon stood in want ol the article Rabbi; acordingly
some of the Jewish merchants, the fricnds of the Rabbi
at Berlin, recommended his son, the Rabbi of Prentzlow,
to the Jewish merchants in London. Among the eminent
fiterati werc such as Abraham, Benjamin, and Asher
Goldschmids; Amshell and Lizer Kysers; Samuel Joseph,
&c. IHaving been proclaimed by these authorities Pontiff
of Duke’s Place, a stop must have been put to any inquiry
whatsoever and whosoever.”

Solomon Bennet's attacks did the Rabbi very little
harm. Ilis charges were all clearly inspired by personal
motives, and 1t mattered little whether Bennet considered
him a great scholar or not. I have quoted the foregoing
statements of Bennet in order to prescrve the names
mentioned therein, some of them well-sounding to this day
in Anglo-Jewry, and in arder to depict the state of affairs
in the community as they appeared to him; part, at least,
of what he says, must have been in accordance with the
facts.

R. Solomon Hirschel's mode of life was very simple
and modest, and he was able to save £ 14,000, which is the
amount of his estate left on his death. About two ycars
before hic dicd, he accidentally fell and broke his thigh,
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and never quitc recovered from the shock. Two months
before his death he fell again while walking in his room
and broke his collar-bonc. The cffect of this fall caused
his end on Monday the 27th of 1leshvan, 5603 = Oct. 31,
1842, in his eighty-first year.

His wife Rebecca Koenigsberg had predeccased him
by ten years. She died Wednesday, 6th of Taminuz, 1832,
just while his son Saul, who had settled in Sandomishe!
province of Posen, was in London con a visit to his parents.
Saul fell ill during the week of mourning, and dicd shortly
afterwards in London at the age of thirty-three. e was
one of the Rabbi’s youngest children. Of his wife the
Rabbi always speaks with great respect and affection, and
his married life seems to have been a very happy onc.
On onc occasion he writes to his son David Tevele, who
was his eldest and most troublesome son, that he would
not have answered his jetter had not his mother said a
good word in his favour (MS. A, 4160,p. 256). He had four
sons and [our daughters. The sons were David Tevele, Saul,
Ephraim, and Zevi Hirsch. The daughters were Golde,
Shendel, Fegele, and another who apparently remained
unmarried and died some twenty yecars ago at Ramsgate.
David Tevele married the daughter of Isaac, son of Jonah
Reich of Gumbinnen. A daughter of his marries in 1827,
and his father sends him 500 florins towards her dowry and
100 florins for wedding expenses. David does not seem
to have been reliable in business, and his father sends the
money to his son-in-law, Samuel Zeliker, in Warsaw with
the order not to hand it over until the wedding-day (MS. A.
4160, pp. 25b-26a). The son belittled Lhis contribution from
his father, and he writes himself a letter and, in addition
induces his sister Shendel, of Rava, 1o plead on his behalf.
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‘The father's answer has some relerence to his own positior
in London: % oban Yan vma7b jnx won &b nany nan L.
q03 b33 eAzan pEmA mM A aw pae e 5532 obwa
v mmas W Sy nawd b A g m oy &S oo
snxds oy e meaan by Syn pbenh 05 aes phon pino
pbtn oy ¥ am nodin abn mrom sTaya o My Nen
1pa e ardy aeR Puym A M now by qon [1%50]
ey 0 ot MmN o orpd wx. .. . I have already
written you not to listen to the gencral talk of the world,
they specak falsity. See the little possessions I have in
silver and books, I do not deny having them, but I wish
I could afford to sit quictly [live a retired life] and should
have enough to live on from my income, to throw off the
yoke of the Rabbinate from my shoulders, which I can
hardly bear any longer on account of the heavy work and
amount ol trouble, apart from my wealk state of health
and the aggravation I have on account of the religious
laxity and shamelessness which has become frequent in
our days on account of our sins.’ Is it not as if we
heard the Rabbi’s father speak seventy years previously ?
(MS. 4160, p. 26a; cp. JUA., N. S, vol. IX, pp. 12411.).
On another occasion the Rabbi writes with reference
to his fame as a rich man (p. 13b). ‘I am not a Roth-
schild perhaps not a tenth part of the tenth of his money
do I possess, not in Pounds but not even in Thaler.” David
Tevcle afterwards scttled in Jerusalem. When he left for
the Holy l.and the father gave him recemmendations to
Messrs. Hilbe Heugh & Co. of Beirut, and sent him letters
through the Rritish Consul in Alexandria and Jerusalem.
The addresses were noted in MS. A, 4160, p. 269 a, as
follows: * Mr. D. Hirschell care W™ Young Esq™ H. M.
Vice Consul Jerusalem care of 11, B. M* Consul Alexandria
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via Marseilles.' The samc address is repeated without the
words referring to Alexandria.

Saul, the second son, had lived in Sandomishel, province
of Posen, and died in London in 1827.

The third son called himself Ephraim London, and
lived in Tysmeniga in Galicia.

The youngest son was Zevi Hirsch. For some time
he was a wine-merchant in Cracow, and supplied wine to
his father in London (MS. A. 4160, p. 134); afterwards he
settled, like his eldest brother, in Jerusalem (Zevi Laz,
p. 177)-

The eldest daughter, Golde, was married to Samuel,
son of Nahum Zelliker in Warsaw, and seems to have been
in good circumstances. They were, as mentioned, the
agents of their father for distributing money from London
Jews to relatives in Poland. On onc occasion the Rabbi
received a complaint from the senders that too much
commission was deducted in Warsaw for a transmittance,
and instead of 108 thaler 12 gr. only 102 thaler 20 gr. were
received. The Rabbi warns his children not to do it in
{future, and appends some very sound morals as regards
behaviour in business. They should not try to make too
much out of one transaction, and in the case of trans-
mittance of money from him, which mostly is dane in the
interest of poor people, they should not charge anything
except the actual commission charged to them. *‘Who
knows how many have sinned in such matters, it is better
to be economical and to lead a simple life, always to spend
less than one’s earnings 50 as to be able to save little by
little. If our sages say that even the most liberal man should
not give more than a fifth of his possessions for charity,
how much less justified is anybody to spend more than
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that for outward appearances. 1 was myself also a young
man once and had money, but I would never do a thing like
this. It is true I lost money, {otherwise) I never had the
idea to become a Rav, indeed I intended to become a wine-
merchant at a time when I had offers of several Rabbinates,
but I wanted to live on my own earnings, although I could
at the time alrecady stand up and hold my own among
Hebrew scholars, and also among people of o (ancient
families) we need not be ashamed, but God said it should
be (and so I had to become a Rabbi). My opinion has
nat changed cven now, and I still hope he will cnable
me to live a retired life, so that I can serve Him for the
rest of my days with all my soul and all I have This
letter was written on the 27th of Tcbet, 5587 (21827). There
are several other letters written to this son-in-law and
daughter dealing with rcmittances of moneys to Pcoland
(pp. 5b, t4b, 18b, 21 b, 222, 27b-314a).

The second daughter was Shendel, married to R. Michael
Rawer {of Rawa). This son-in-law stocd not in great
favour with our Rabbi. On one occasion he writes he
would send her some money to go to a watcring-place for
the benefit of her health, fl. 100, and if that is not enough
her husband and his father should also give her something
towards the expenses.

The third daughter Fegele, or Feige, caused him anxiety
and trouble for many years. Io 1827 she married in
Poland, at the same time as her nicce, the daughter of
her brother David Tevele {p. 13b). The namec of her
husband is not mentianed, but we know that he was a
grandson of Rabbi Akiba Eger of Posen, being the son
of R. Solomon Eger in Warsaw,'?® with whom R. Solomon
Hirschel stood in frequent correspondence (MS. A. 4160,

138 Cp_ L, Lewin, Gesch, o fudd, in Lissa, p. 246.
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pPp- 4b, 103, 11 b, 12a). In 1828 (23 Shevat) her father
scnds her an answer to a letter which she had written to
him on the back of a business letler to some one in the
provinces. He mentions in the letter the towns of' Hamburg
and Herzburg {Hirschberg in Posen), but we cannot gather
from the same where she lived. The father would like
to know whether she could send him from her place
Hungavian wine, as he thinks that his son Hirsch of
Cracow takes acdvantage of him (#0id., p. 34a). In 18306
we hear that ber husband had become insane. The Beth
Din of Brod (Brody in Galicia) was ready 1o arrange her
divorce, as it is stated hc was sometimes quitc sane, but
they required to be well paid for it, as they held the Rabbi
of Londan te be a very rich man. Rabbi Solomon Hirschel
writes to the Rabbi of I.emberg (ne name is mentioned)
on the 22nd of Elul, 5546, thanking him for the hospitality
he granted to his daughter, and asks him to further the
matter, but in a reasonable way, as he was oot a rich man,
and did not fecl justified to sacrifice all he had f(or one
child, while his other children were also in need of help
from bim (#6id.,, p. 123). The divorce was not granted
easily; a ycar later, on 1st of Ijjar, 5597, the father has
still to plead the cause of his daughter with the Rabbi
of Poscn (p. 212 b), and the Rabbi of Amsterdam, R. Saul
(p.212a). One Mr. Eiger married a granddaughter of
R. Solomon, and was the chief mourner at the funeral.!s®
It is said that the Rabbi, having been afraid that his
children would not remain religious in England, sent them
abroad when quite young so as to have them brought up
in a religious atmosphere. This explains why none of his
descendants settled in this country.
190 Yyice of Jaob, 11, p. 38,
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The funeral took place on Wednesday, Nov. 2, 1842
(28 Tecbeth, 5563) with great soleminity. All the shops,
even most of the non-Jewish ones, were closed on the route
of the funeral, and his remains were interred in the burial-
ground at Mile End. In his will he had forbidden all
funeral pomp, and had expressed the wish that no funeral
aration should be delivered. The Service was read by the
Hazan, Mr. Asher. The ¢ Order of Service for the Funeral
of thc lamented Chicef Rabbi Rev. Solomon Herschel,
Woednesday, 2¢gth of Cheshvan A. M. 5623°, consists of
filtcen pages 8°, and has the following Hebrew title: opon
B”3 7 anhy AT 'An TN nMIp ota e omne
s™an penan (cf. Zedner, p. 477 A copy of this Order of
Scrvice s also in the possession of LE. N. Adler). The
Rev. Henry Hawkes, B.A., F.L.S. however, a Christian
clergyman, held a funeral sermon at Portsmouth on the
occasion of the Rabbi’s death, which was alterwards pub-
lished under the title ‘Position of the Jews®' (Green,
Newgate St., 1s.). Ilis text was, ‘Know ye not that a
great man has fallen this day in Isracl?’ (2 Sam. 3. 38).
* Who shall say how often his hcart bled for the sufferings
of his people? And will you not comflort those tlat mourn
him?’ arc the words of this worthy divine. His scrmon
was a plea for the admission of the Jews to all rights of
Iinglish citizenship.

The estate af R. Solomon IHerschel was valued, as
mentioned, at about £14,000. The cflects were sold in
February, 1843, by an auctioneer named Robin, and com-
prised many an interesting article, such as the already
mentioned silver cup with the medal of Vespasianus,
presented to R. Solomon’s father by Mendelssohn. For
the benefit of those to whom the ¢ Voice of Jucob’ is not
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easily accessible, I mention the following. Two curious
spice-baxes, used at the close of the Sabbath, fetched £20.
Two Hannuccah lamps fetched 1or. 64. and 125. per ounce,
The trovel, used for laying the foundation-stonc of the
New Synagogue, was bought for that congregation. Some
of the curious walking canes ‘ elegantly mounted with gold
fetched high prices, one as much as £7 10s5.' The total
procecds reached the sum of £1,400. The library was not
included in the sale, but was afterwards purchased with
money bequeathed by Mr. Solomon Arnold for the Beth-
Hamidrash and the 148 MSS. were later catalogued by
Dr. Neubauer in 1866.14!

In memory of the defunct Rabhi a medal was struck
during the following year (:843). One side of this medal
bears the facsimile of the head and bust of R. Solomon,
while the reverse gives the record of his age, date of death,
and term of office. It was published by H. Hyams,
medallist of Cornhill, who alsa produced a bronze bust
a few inches high.

With R. Solomon Herschel passed away the last of the
old Rabbinical school. Alter his death the community
was of opinion that it required as Chief Rabbi ‘a man who
not only possessed deep Jewish learning and was versed
in the depths of Talmud and Halakah, but who was, at
the same time, a man of classical and general attainments,
of ability to understand and discretion to use the times’,
and will be able to organize the elements under him.!?
The choice of the community fell, after nearly two years
of deliberations, on the late Dr. N. M. Adler, Chiel Rabbi
of Hanover.

141 Cf, above, p. 54. Scc preface lo the Cataloguc,
13 See Voice of Jucob, sbid.
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APPENDIX V

HEBREW LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS.
R. Tevele to R. Meir Schiff. 21 Adar 1776.
R. Tevele to R. Meir Hanover. 21 Adar 1776.
Aaron Goldschmid to J. Kik in Hamburg. 21 Adar
1776.

. R. Tevele to R. Meir Schiff. 1 Iyyar 1780.
. The same to the same. 14 Elul 1781,
. Moses Schiff to R. Meir Schiff. 14 Elul 1781,

R. Tevcle to R. Meir Schiff. 22 Adar 1782.
The same to the same. 20 Elul 1782.
R. Tevele to Isaac Speyer. 20 Elul 1782,

. The same to the same. 15 Ab 17835.
. R. Tevele to R. Meir Schiff. 15 Ab 1785,
. The same to the same. 26 Sivan 178%.

R. Tevele to Rabbi Joseph Steinhart of Furth.
319 Adar 1771.

R. Tevele to Rabbi Saul of Amsterdam. 19 Adar
7

The same to the same. 10 Adar 1779.

Title page of the book 3% eb.

R. Isaiah Berlin to R. Tevele Schifl. 26 Tammuz
1785,

The same to the same, 3 Adar 1787,

Document by the Beth Din of London. 27 Nisan
1769.

Ditto. 28 Tishri 1772.

Ditto. 5 LLlul 1783,
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Letter I,
Tol. ra.
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The address outside is as follows:

A Monsicur
Monsieur Isaac Michel Spayer
trts Rénommé Banqr!
2 L. Schvalbach.

160 The customary greetings.
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. ATPENDIX VI
TRANSLATION OF LETTERS I-TX.

Letter I. TFol. 1 2.
i London, 21 Adar, 5536 (1776)-

PEACE to my brother the Dayyan, &c., R. Mcir, and to
his wife and daughter. Amen!

In order to keep the promise I made you in miy letter
of eight days ago, namely, that I should answer you at
length with reference to that!¢®f (certain) Rabbinate, al-
though your words are very veiled T gather that you have
recommendations to that place from Iimportant pcople.
You have not told me who they are, but I suppose you
would not make so much of it without reason. For, indeed,
in Hamburg therc are many scholars to be found who are
fit for that high position, and the Cepenhagen congregation
always gravitates towards Hamburg. Nevertheless, you are
right. * Do not despise anything* as our sages say,'™ and
especially if you have anything to rely upon to build (your
hopes) on that ground. | have thevelore considered how
I, likewise, could be of help to you in the matter, but see,
I have only found one man here who has a direct corre-
spondent to Ch, (= Copenhagen), and that is a certain rich

19t The words added in brackets. are supplemented by me, where
literal translation of the Hebrew text would be difficult to understand
otherwise.

1 Mishna Abot 1V, 3,
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man, the Parnas of the Hamburg Synagogue here. This
is the very man who in those days brought the Rabbi of
the Ilamburg Synagogue here,'™ and he is still attached
to him like a brother. 1 dare not disclose to this man
even as much as a hair's breadth, for the family of H. Z.
(Flaham Zcvi) will saon find one of their relations whom
they will want to recommend there, and I must keep the
whole matter secret. Ilere it is like in the land of the
South,'*? and nobody knows unto this day, except for those
to whoin 1 had communicated it as a great secret, that the
Rabbinate of Ch. is vacant. However, I could not leave
it at that and do nothing for you; and I have on I‘riday
last written by post to R. Meir Hanover a letter, a copy of
whictu you will find on the attached page. There lives
here also a certain R. Moses Walich, who has written to
his wilc's stepmother, the widow of the late R. David-
Hanover, whao is a native of Copenhagen.  Also R. Zalman
Hanover, the son-in-law of my cousin R. G. (Gershon?)
Klef {(Cleve), whose first wife was her sister, (and conse-
quently) likewise a native of Ch.—he, R. Zalman, will
surcly stand by you (help you) if your brother-in-law
R, M.(eir) Klef will ask him, Influecntial Hamburg people
could, 1 think, do much, as Hamburg is like a suburb of
Copenhagen.  Probably you will get best help through
people who have corrcspondents {rom there to here. As
far as I persanally am concerned I have nobody to whom
1 could write direct, unless I do it through those rich men
whom I have alrcady mentioned, and to inform these, I

1 Was rcsponsible for his clection, Hamburg Synagogue = Hambro
Syn, -

171 [n Palestine they called far-off countries the *land of the South';
cf, 1sa, 30. & and 73 Dan, chap. tr, where Egypl 46 terined ‘ the south'y
it also means *a dry land’; cp. ialm. B, Temueah 16a,

K 3
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fear, would even be harmful, instead of helping the matter.
Others would not move (do anything) because it does not
concern me personally.  After consultation with my cousiu
the Parnas Aaron Goldschmid, he agreed [ta my suggestion ]
and is writing by to-day’s post to his sister’s son Jacob,
son of Mendele Kik in IHamburg. He (Goldschmid) tells
me that this nephew of his is under obligations to him,
being his correspondent unto this day, and in former times
had great benefits from him. R. Aaron told me I should
make a concept of what he should write, and he will copy
it word for word. And so 1 did, and a copy of it is
annexed to this letter. R. Aaron tells me furthermore
that his nephew is a great merchant, and quite certain
to have correspondents in Copenhagen. You neced not
think that the words of R. A. will only be listened to like
¢ wise words of a poor man'1? I wish that we both, you
and I, had as much as he has, we would not be obliged
to be Rabbis at all. As a matter of fact he is in the same
honourable position as before. This is all T could think
of doing on your behalf, and God must help. Still you
have acted properly in writing to me. In thesc matters
it is, as I had occasion to expericnce in the days when
I endeavoured to obtain the Rabbinate here, as the saying
goes, ‘ A small stone is also necessary to build a wall’;
the chief thing, however, is the foundation on which the
wall is built. Your suggestion that I should write 1o the
[fol. 1b] congregation direct, you cannot have meant
seriously, and does not appeal to me. A few yecars ago
there was a single young man {rom Ch, here, belonging to
one of the rich families, and he came several timces to my
house. I thought {now) to renew an old acquaintance,

178 Cp. Eccles g. qu
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as probably by now he would be married, and intended
writing him whether he could do me a favour in this
matter. In the course of the letter I might have mentioned
that it is not usual to write to the whole cangregation, but
he was at liberty to show my letter to the congregation.
I would have had an opportunity in any case to praise you
at length before the community. However, after making
inquirics among the members of my congregation from the
people where he used to live while staying here, I heard
that all his people had died after having lost their fortune,
and they are now forgotten. So this plan has also fallen
1o the ground. In Amsterdam I am a stranger as far as
letters go, just as regards FHamburg and Ch., and as for
writing through an intermediary I have already said ahove
that it would be more harmful than useful, so there is
nothing more to add ahbout what I have done. God, the
Merciful, may grant us well-being, and with all gaod wishes
I conclude. Peace and life may you have from God ac-
cording to the wish of your brother, Tebele C'z '** Schiff.

My son the Bahur (single man) Mose the Priest scnds
you his regards, he also has done something in thc matter
by copying the cnclosed letters. Your sister-in-law, the
virgin Mindle, also sends greetings, and would also like to
help for good (= to achieve a good result in the matter).

To our venerable father you may tell of the prospect
if you think it advisable to tell him of this letter.

1M €2 = p73, a Cohanite.
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Letter II. Fol. 2 a.

Copy (of the Jetter sent) to Rabbi M. Hanover.
17 Adar, 5536.

Ever since I came to this country 1 have been contem-
plating low I could rcturn to you, my dear relative, the
good services you have done me by your recommendation
at the time I endeavoured to obtain the Rabbinatc here
{in London), but I never found occasion for a revanche.
I wish I would find some means {to show you my thanks)
in whatever way it may be.

I have now, however, occasion to ask you for another
favour, simjlar to the one mentioned. I have heard
the Rabbinate of Copenhagen is vacant, and my brother,
the efficient Dayyan R. Meir Schiff of Frankfort, aspires
to that position. As to his being worthy of the position,
although I, as his brother, am disqualificd to bear witness,
it is beyond que:tion, any one can tell you that he has
acquired fame as a sound scholar in the religious codes
ahd casuistics. 1 know that you, my friend, have great
influence in the said community, your words arc of weight
with the honoured men of that town, and I ask you
therefore, if T have found favour in your eycs and the idca
itself also. appeals to you, that you may kindly recommend
my brother. Apart from the certainty that you will earn
reward for it from Heaven and thanks from the people,
you will also oblige me personally.

Although | cannot excuse myselfsufficiently for troubling
you with this, it seems to me a sign, as you my friend with
God's help have been of great assistance to me in the
appointment as Rabbi here, and through that my brother
was clected in my place as Dayyan in Frankfort—perchance



TRANSLATION OF LETTERS I-1X 223

it is the will of the Almighty that you should be His
messenger in this affair likewise, to help him (my brather)
obtain the safe harbour of that Rabbinate. I will not
trouble you any further, but in conclusion ask you not to
refusc to comply with my request, but to use your great
influence (as far as you can). I shall in return be always
ready to do you any scrvice il occasion arises, and, as
I have already said, I am alrcady in your dcbt for the great
service you have done to me personally, and with all my
power I shall try to serve you to your best interest.

Letter III.

Copy of thc letter of the Parnas Aaron Goldschmidt to
his sister's son, the honoured R. Jacob Kik in Hamburg.

21 Adar, 5536. I.ondon.

... I have also a lavour to ask of you, my dear nephew.
I have heard, namely, that the community of Copenbagen
intends to clect a Rabbi. There is in Frankfort a Rabbhij,
the Dayyan R. Meir Schiff, brother of the Rabbi of our
congregation, my cousin Rabbi Tevele Schiff. That Rabbi
is looking out for suchh a post, and has already many
recommendations from influential people. He is indecd
worthy of the position as he is a great Talmudic scholar,
at home in that vast literature and of great intellect, and
has also other grcat qualitics. Although he has not been
a (Chief) Rabbi hitherto, he is Dayyan in Frankfurt, and
many congregations have clected Dayyanim of Frankfort
as their Rabbis, as we did here, for our Rabbi, my cousin
R. Tevele, was likewise only Dayyan in Frankfort, and
still we have, thank God—as is known far and wide—done
well in selecting him, may God prolong his days! To tell
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you the truth, in those days everything was done through
(by) me, because I had received a recommendation from our
late uncle R. Johanan and, thank Gead, I succeeded, as it is
known bhere in the whole community that practically [ alone
was instrumental in carrying through his election.

I should now like to do a similat service to his brother,
my cousin the Dayyan R. Meir C'z, in belping him to
obtain the Rabbinate in the said community. I have,
however, no correspondent at present in that city, but you,
my decar nephew, have very likely many good friends in
Ch., and I would like you to do the same that I have done
and take an interest in the matter by sending recommenda-
tions therc. I can assure you that, if good results arc
achieved, you will only derive great henour from it, and
I shall be very much obliged to you. Naturally my cousin,
our revered Rabbi, will also be glad and rcady to serve
you in return for this favour; please do therefore your
utmost, dear nephcw, by direct recommendations to Ch.
as well as through those of your-fricnds. You will give

me great pleasure and I shall be pleased to do the same
for you,

Ietter IV. Fol. 1a.

London. Triday, New Moon of Ijjar, 5540.

Peace to my brother the eminent Dayyan Rabbi Meir
€’z and to his wife, my dear sister-in-law, and to atl who
belong to them!

Your Jetter of Nisan the 8th duly received, and on the
next page I have answered you in the halakic matter. It
was not my intention to criticize you, but only to show
you that I have perused your words from beginning 1c
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end, and derived great pleasure from it on the last festival
in secing proofs of your clear mind and deep thoughts.
To tell you the truth, in short notes like these we can
continue to write to one another, but in more extensive
and deeper subjects I am like ‘in the land of the south 175
I have no colleagucs nor pupils to study with, and even no
one to whom I can talk on these matters when you write
me anything, and cannot go into it as thoroughly as
I ought to. Somectimes it occurs the other way, that I
enlarge at length upon a nice * Derush ' (homiletic explana-
tion) or a halakic peint, and then I find it difficult to copy
it all. I have found nobody to help me even in this
respect.  If therefore you or I will find some time or other
a new point of interest (in our studies) we shall not deny
ourselves the pleasure of communicating it to oene another
in brevity, and for the present we shall not discontinue to
deal from time to time with the matter of the Gabbaim,'’®
and settle this by frequent correspondence. We must not
put it off and say, ‘I shall learn when I have the time’,
although wec find that even our Amoraim said ' We beg
of you not to come to us at a certain time','*” and although
there is a difference between their case and ours, still there
is a slight resemblance.

Now to answer your letter point by point. Our account
is settled. I was surpriscd that you made an altcration

176 Cp. Temureh 1624 and note 172.

1 Referring to R. Meir Schiff's dispute with Meir Rothschild. Sece
above, and Appendix VII.

177 Cp. Berakot 35b. Raba said tu the other schalars, ‘ Do not appcar
before me in the days ol Nisan and Tishri, sa that you may nat he occupied
witlt your search for a living duving the whole year', R, Tevele asks his
brother to settle his dispute as soon as possible, in arder not 10 have Lo
trouble about it later, and compares it to this Talmudic saying.
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in fny order and gave 18 y“d (=Groschen) to my brother-
in-law Hayyim and deducted them from the amount
I sent for the widow. If even what a poor man left
over belongs to the same poor man and must be given
to him, the morc so he ought not to be deprived of that
which has specially been sent to him, and by right you
ought to refund the monecy from your own, I have;
however, pity on yoéu, and herewith order you to give
18 Groschen to the widow. Apart {rom the 18 Gr. you
have already given to my brother-in-law on my account,
please give him fl. 5 from me, and thus you will have laid
out fl. 6. 12. The cheque {rom Vienna will probably have
reached you by now. As regards the Rabbi of the
Hamburger {congregatien), all is at an end. From hour
to hour he begged the community to allow him to remain;
nevertheless they insist upon what they dccided, to give
him £50 yearly for life. He is leaving next week, and
your astonishment stili holds good, why [ should have
1o do everything without being paid for it, apart from
presents {m:no) on Purim and Rosh-Hashana from those
who weré in the habit of remembering me an thosc occa-
sions (I have no. income from the Hambro Synagoguc).
As to weddings, it is now usual with them, in accordance
with an order, from their Board 6f Management, that the
parents of ;the, bridal couple have the choice, and can take
cither mc or their Hazan. As the Hazanim —wrongly —
flatter their congregants, I did not, during the whole of
last year, perform more than one wedding ceremany, and
that was on the occasion of the marriage of the daughter
of R. Leb Tosca (¥p), who is a friend and like a brother
lo me, a learned, respected, and very rich man,.inquire
about him of R. Moses Munk, This R. Leb and many
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others of the respected men (of the Hambro Synagoguc)
thinlk that in time the right to perform wedding ceremonics
will fall exclusively to me, but at préscnt it is still far from
that. It may be that in timec somec newcomers will also
scnd me presents at the periods mentioned (namely D™=
and n"7), but a separate salary from that congregation is
not to be expected. It might be that my community will
ask the Hamburger congregation for a contribution towards
the salary they give me, namely, the £200 a year, and
according to my opinion they will be able to tear out of
them £330, of which not one pcnay will po into my
pocket, but cven with that 1 am satisfied because, as I have
already written you, the salary of £200 I hdve from the
congregation is insccure, and at cvery meeting of the
Kahal they spoke about reducing the salary of the Rav
and of other officials of the congregation, on account.of
the increase in the expenses and reduction of the income.
In short, were I to write you many sheets full, you would
still not undcrstand the way of .this town. You imagine
London is a Kehilla (community). No! Far from it!
Justly you write, there arc many things that arc difficult
for you to undcrstand (find answers for), &c. I have
understood your hint, and could explain all in a very
simple manner to any one who knows the way of .this
town and about me (the nature of my position), but it is
impossible to do it in writing. 1 swecar (assurc you on
oath), So may | sce plenty of joy, that I long to sce
you in joy and happiness here at my house, to speak
to you personally and tell you all that is in my heart.
I did not unintentionally write you to ask Moscs Munk
about R. Leb (Teska). I have spoken at length with
him on the last Yomtofl of this matier, when the said
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(R. Lcb) was at my house, and I did so in the presence
of my son, the Bahur R. NMoses "2, who is, like me,
anxious to achicve this!™® but he refused point blank
(utterly refused), and the refusal of an old and wise man
like him means building up, not destruction (= is meant
well). I will, D.V, explain to you another time the parts
of builder and houscbreaker that were played between us,
and enough of this for the present. I have spoken with
the young man Moses b. Leb Zunz, and he told me he
could not imagine that his stepmother and her children,
bis brothers, were not satisfied with the contribution he
is sending them with the help of his brother in America.
They probably have received what he sent them for the
Jast Passover. Nevertheless, if his brother who is studying
in Pressburg has any particular '™ request to make of his
brothers he should write at Jength and enclose it with
your letter. The young man Moses will then pay me the
amount (he intends sending to his brother) when the letter
is delivered to his hand. I could, if I knew what the
request is, recommend the (fulfilment of) same, please Ged.

With reference to what you wrote about business for
my son Moses |3, that he should become comniissionnaire
(agent) for the great merchants (famous rich men) the
brothers, sons of R. M. S. (Michael Speyer?) and their
partner, I have made it .my business to make inquiries in
the matter, especially as you often wrote that 1 casily refuse
all such proposals. 1 spoke of it to R. Jacob Rotterdam,
who does a lot of commission business to your place, and
especially for the well-known partners R. Leb Haas and

"¢ Obviously the cleetion of R, Mcir as Rabbi to the Hambro Synagogue

was in contemplation.

119 Whitten TR ERE.
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R. J. Schuster, and we came to the conclusion that it
would be worth while to be an agent for East Indian
goods, but nat for woollen merchandise. He does, it is true,
de busincss even in these for the firm of the sons of R. Leb
Hanau and his brother-in-law, but it does not pay,
because most of the goods which the merchants from there
(Frankfort) buy, they order direct by letter from the
manufacturers in this country. What a commissionnaire
sometimes scnds therc, he must have credit for (hore)
because all the goods arc sold on terms of credit for six
months or more; besides, there is the trouble of transit
from the country to here and fvom here (London) to there
(Frankfort), and nathing to be profited by it except the
commission he gets from there. What you write about
understanding (the business) is folly. The samples are
sent from the country, the goods are ordered and they
are sent according to the samples—some one has told you
there a foolish thing that sometimes one might buy from
a swindler! That might happen once in scventy years.
If that occurs it can only be sold to some one who does
business with Amsterdam, where he can find buyers for
good and bad goads, but one could not send faulty goods
to an established business man there (Frankfort). For this
reason only some one who is used to exporting goods,
woollen or East Indian, could become a commission-agent
for woallen merchandise manufactured in England, he
must be well known here as commissionnaire, like the said
R. J(acob) or other people who are used to it.

Page 1 b.

If the young man Susskind, son of Jacob Schloss, has
already left, do not frighten his family. If, however, he
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is still there, tell him that Leb Binga (Bingen) wishes to
be remembered to him, and would iike to add to the letter
which he has by now received from him—datcd herc on
the eve of the last days of Passover (20 Nisan)-that since
a fcw days it is spoken of again that Parliament will put
pressure {(on Jewish travellers?) like last year, and he has
the choice whether he will come here or not.  In any casc
if he does make up his mind to come, he should see to
it that in the passport he obtains from the government
authoritics there, should be said more than is usually said
in a health-pass (certificate), and, if possible, should be
added that he is a Schutz-Jude fram there who travels
thither as a merchant to buy goods. DPlcase do not fail
to let him have this message in full if he is stil]l there, but
if he has already left, your silence will be better than words,
and God may bless his journey.

If he docs intend to come here or has already lcft,
I expect to receive the mantle through him, and if not
{send it) without delay according to the order in my last
letter.

I am waiting to receive on behalf of same one here
from the Rabbi of the Province of Wirzburg the sum of
two hundred gulden or somewhat less, a legacy left to him.
I have already sent to the Rabbi the receipt and letter of
indemnity attested by me, and have at the same time
ordered that the maney should be sent to you for me, and
that your acceptance of the same shall be rcgarded as if
it were already received by me, if you give a receipt for
the amount handed over to you, D.V. I herewith ask you
that if such amount be offered to you, to accept it on my
behalf and to give a receipt, and afterwards send it 1o
me by assignment without a moment’s delay, the full
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amount—do not deduct the account whiclh we have with
one another.  Send e a scparate letter expressly in this
matter. I shall get the postage refunded here.

Apart from this I will only repcat what T have already
said, that you should try to settle the matter with the
Gabbaim without hesitation, as well as the letting of the
housc, so that I should get it off my mind, and that you
should be sure of what you get as reward for your trouble-
Otherwise there is no more {ncws), ‘oniy life and peace
{may be grantcd to you) from the Lord and {(wishes: for
the same) from me your brother who greets you and desires
your welfare. Tebele "2 Schiff. :

My son the Bahur Moses y"3 sends his regards, he was
very pleascd with the few lines in your letter which you
addressed to him particularly.  Your sister-in-law, the
maiden Mindel, likewise sends her regards. Grectings to
our brother Moscs, to our sisters and their children.  Ac-
cording to your letter I note the childish remark (Xmw
N = children’s talk, cf. Sukkah, 56 b} of your daughter
Resche. When I send her something with M. Stisskind
on his return, she will then have reason to say what she
said. For the present I cannot think of what it should
be (that I send her). The letter from R. Moscs Munl,
of last Purim, I reccived with thanks and send him regards.

Letter V.
London, 14 Elul, 5541.
He wha gives life to the living may write and seal (in
the book of life) for life my beloved brother the Dayyan
(&c.) Rabhi Meir the .Priest and his wife the lady Mathe
and their daughter Resche. To all who belong ta them.
Peacc!
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Your letter of the 2ist of last month has reachcd
me and I will begin with words of the Torah (and tell
you) that you are right, I am not well versed in the laws
of finance. Here the Tur Hoshen Mishpat and nearly
also the Yoreh Deah and Orah Hayyim 13 are negligible.
Most of the questions refer to the Eben IMaezer®' as
I wrote you long ago. At the first glance it would have
seemed to me that you are right in every way. On going
further into the matter I found other points, and have
written you on the other page what occurred to my mind,
please read it.

After Torah follows charity. I ask you to send on my
account without delay :

To our uncle Rabhi Z. S. in Fucrth A . T1:00

Ten to your mother-in-law, a cheque for your-
self sent by Bearer . .

. 25:00
To our brother Moses give in my name

cighteen florins . 18:00
To the wife of the late Moses Trumm and thc

wife of Moses Platen, who wrote to me

through the young man Z. Oppenheim—to

the former one R. Thaler and the latter ane

florin, together K . 5 o B3EETS
To Giessen for the order of R. Abraham ben ]

I sent to you eleven florins . 3 11:00
For yoursell and for R. Leb the Levite . . 25:00
To my brother-in-law Hayyim the Levite send

on my account five florins . . 5 5 GlAGEE

Total g7 : 30

140 Pacis of the four Turim, a ritual Code by Jacob bea Assher dealing
with civil, dictary laws, and rules of prayer and feslivals respectively.
W The part of the Tur dealing with laws of marriage, divorce, &c.
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Froin last ycar the account between us stands (as
follows) :

From the bill of Moses Bloch and from
M. Oppenheimer according to your letter of

the rgth of Tammuz . c 5 : . 43:36

From Jehiel Cohen after deducting netto
eleven New Thaler for your trouble . . 35135
79111

Out of this you have paid for me
Assignment (cheque)to I. Altert (?) 28:45

In accordance with your letter of
Iyyar the 27th to our sister Esther 11:00

On Sivan the 19th to the order of
Abraham of Giessen - ., 11:00

To the Gabbayim {Managers of Poor-
box) . . . 3 5 . 26:20 43%:58

2:6

Cut of the g7 :30 is to be deducted according to your
letter of the 36th day of Omer 2:6; remains owing to my
brother fl. 95: 24, and you will find enclosed an assignment,
please let me know how much you obtain for it so that we
can note one against the other.

After charity comes Divine Service, which means
prayers and good wishes of David to our relative Isaac
Spcier, who cclebrated the marriage of his daughter,
(congratulations) to him and to his brother and son-in-
law in my name. I have. nothing further to add to my
letter of the 22nd of Ab. His assignment of eieven
shillings has not been presented to me yet.

Referring to, your reproaches about Rotterdam, I have
already written you that I have not seen any earnest

(endeavour) on your part. Proof of it is that you have
D, R
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not achieved any results there. Secondly, werc it not
for the unfortunate occurrence with the Rabbi of w"um
{Amsterdam), I wrote you already who can stand up
against them. Thirdly, on account of the war between
Holiand and this country, the post docs not comce in
regularly. I had just hcard that the Rabbi L. of ©’n
(Halberstadt ?) was not coming, wlicn soon afterwards, by
the next post, I heard that they had clecied the Rabbi
of Emden. They surcly had an jutention with this hurry,
but cnough of these excuses.

1 enclose assignment of eight pounds twelve shillings on
a certain Yomtof, son of Nathan of Livorno. This (man)
is a correspondent of Rabbi Leb the Levite (>"ad) from
here. He sent him a letter, saying he would be there at
the fair, so pleasc inquire, he will easily be found and pay
withgut delay. You may also tell him in the name of the
said R. Leb that he wrote him there (to Frankfort) under
his address. Being a correspondent of R. Leb the Levite
you could invite him to your house out of respect, and
speak (to him) well of R. Leb.  QOne af the sons of
R. Yomtofl will also be there at the fair, and after the fair
proceed to here, pleasc send me (with him) hall a dozen
white cotton caps. Not striped with several colours but
simply white ones. Also half a dozen handkerchiefs which
keep good colour in washing. They must be washed and
licmmed there. Do not look for cheap ones but for gaod
quality, but not much white (in them) on account of the
snuff-tobacco. Send me also the small book with the
memorial sermon of the Rabbi of Prague about the Empress,
he will not refuse to bring them here to me.

Apart from this I bave no news ta-day, and as T began
(so I will close), may you be written and scaled {in the
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book of life) for cver for life, you, your wile and daughter,
our sister, our brother Moses 1”3 (the pricst), and the
sons of our sisters,-also your brothers-in-law. These are
the words of your brother who seads greetings, (the
small) Tevele the priest. From mc and my son Moses
to R. Moses Munk greetings and New Year wishcs.
I reccived his letter; the lottery begins on Nov. 15,
JFalk can insure for him and I will be the supervisor for
it (= take carc of his interest) if he will send me the
moncy in time.  With regard to Gumpil May's affair
I expect from you (to hear) what has been done in the
Din {(religious case) of his wife by the Rabbi or by the
BBeth-Din, alse whether there was a decision on the part
of the Government {Law-cowrt) in the matter,

(ITandwriting of Mindel Sinzheim) :

1 send many greetings and wish the dear family likewise
a happy New Year according to their own wishes. IFrom
me, your sister-in-law and sister Mindel, daughter of the

late Zalman Sinzheim the Levite.

Page 2 of the letter.

{Postseript by R. Tevele.)

With regard to the white caps, these and the hand-
kerchicfs must be washed there on account of the duty
payable here. Also do not forget in your answer words
of thanks for Rabbi L. {I.eb) the Levite and his wife and
sons, assuring them of your best wishes. Leb, son of
R. S. (Samuel), Pressburger of Vienna, has become engaged
ta the davghter of my relative R. Aaron "3 (Goldschmid}
from here. {Here one written line has been made unread-

able by penstrokes) Il you, in your answer to me will
K2
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send him greectings and Masoltow (congratulations) you
may do so.

Letter VI.

London, 14 Elul, 5541.

He, who lives for ever and remains for cternity, He
may write and seal for ever for life my dear uncle the
cfliciecnt Rabbi Meir "> and his wife and daughter, Amen.
May to all who belong to him be Peace!

The days of reckoning and payment have come, when
we pay with our lips instead ol with offerings, raise our
voice to God that He may answer us on the day of grace
and help us on the day of salvation, and I offer my prayers
to God for him {you) and his house that He may impress
on their heads thc sign of life and bring to light their
righteousness, lcad them on paths of (life's) waters, and
we may see in her beauty Zion the town of our testimony,
the splendid place where wolf and lamb will graze together
and not do evil any more, where they will welcome the
reprimander in the gate and the speaker of truth and
abhor the rebuke of the foolish man, and the one and only
Shepherd will guard them, a rightcous heart and new
spirit will the Almighty give to all who revolted against
Him, sinned and forsook Him, so that they will not err any
more either to right or left, but He will make us firm and
strengthen us, so may it be God’'s will, Amen.

I cannot refrain from informing you of the great honour
we had in these days. . . (follows a private family incident).

What bappened with R. Isaac the Hazan T have
already written you at length, that they have taken his
crown from him and he may not stand any more in his
holy place. Now, however, that the Atonement day is
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coming, many stand up to say a good werd for him to
bring him back to his old position, saying the wrong
he did was done on account of a man (‘n) Hayyim, who
led him astray, and thus many plcad in his favour. And
as is usually the way in thc Kchillot (= congregations)
they took to the old daings (= ways) af their [athers, and
what thc one likes the other dislikes, this one says this,
the other something else, and some say neither this nor
that. As it is R. Isaac is sull in prison and cannot move
about like a free man, because he was made bankrupt, and
according to the law of the land must have the majority
of his creditors (namely, to consent to his liberation) whom
he will scarcely bring under one hat (to agrec to that).
It is not an honour for the congregation, but outcasts
like these are not to be found in amy other town—
and it is all in vain. It is only that leaven in the dough
which hinders everything, it is that man who always
creates strife and cannot sleep if he has not done some
harm. But God helps the persecuted, and the advice was
given by the congregation, that R. Isaac should take a
large shect and write what is called a Memorial, and bring
this document as soon as possible ta the judges. In this
niemorial they wrote that the congregation has reserved
his position for him, and that he was really being punished
on account of R. H. Now the time was pressing, he
cannot help himself, and without him (the judge) nobody
can raise hand or foot, and by his word only they can come
and go, therefore he implores hiin that the mouth that has
imprisoned may liberate again, &c. So far, his answer
is still expected, and on his answer and wisdom the com-
munity relics. We shall see what he will answer, please
God.
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I will now close with what I began. God may send
help to the righteous and be a shicld for these who walk
in purity. May He raisc our lot and may life and peacc
come to you from God the living Master of the worlds.
So will pray for ever your nephew Moses, son of the great
Gaon R. Tevele Schiff. To all our family greetings and
New Yecar wishes, especially to my aunts and their children,
may God guard them, also my uncle Moses. I also send
regards to your hrothers-in-law L. and I. the Levites, may
they likewisc be blessed by God thousand tines, Amen.

Letter VIT (p. 1a).

London, 22 Adar, 5342.

To my brother the Dayyan R. Meir, &e.

I have duly received your letter of Adar 6, and T have
to repeat what I have alrcady said: Leave off with this!
It is impossible for me to help you, I have enough to do
to keep mysclf. My income at present has diminished so
far, that with difficully only can [ make both ends mecet,
and it is getting less cvery day. Were it not for the little
{income) I reccive in interest from Government I.oan
I could not exist, as the expenses increase on account of
the war, the taxes are great and heavy, and for other
causes. My salary of £200 is not being puaid me punctually,
and every moment I have to expect that it will be reduced.
It is not, as you scem to think, that [ am not on good
terms with them, on the contrary, I have many of the
lcaders as my friends, who appreciate me and are anxious
for my welfare. The gist of the matter is, and I am
surprised at you, how do you imagine to be able ta
understand a place which neither you nor your forefathers
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knew. As little as anybody in another land understands
this war, 1lic ways of the Parliament and the powers of the
king herc—even what the papers will write there now
about peace wilh America—as little will any onc under-
stand the ways of the Kehilla and anything about my
income and expenditure. Who likes may believe it, and
he who does not may forbear, and if there still remains
some apprchension in your heart, which I hope will not
be the case, I tell you: Far be it from you to sin in this
way, and cnough of this.

In the matter which concerns mysell T must write you
somcthing remarkable.  About a month ago I received
a letter from the Rabbi of Prague and his Beth-Din
concerning some business (religious matter), and among
the (signatures of) the Dayyanim I found the signature
of R. Levi IFanto, and gatheted therefrom that he had
not gone to Wurzburg, and I wrote on the 17th of Shebat
to the Parnas Moses Rofe, an acgquainiance and relative
of mine, who, however, had become (a little) estranged
from me. The chiefl point of my letter was a request
to let me know, as none of the three Rabbis elected
by his congregation had gone there, whether the reason
for this was that the incomec from the Rabbinate had
become worse of Jate than it used to be in former
years. I also wrote him that if he would tell me all the
circumstances I would write him at length and draw his
attention to some onc who was willing to accept the
Rabbinate, and whose appointment would bring honour
to his congregation. I made an altusion to myself, and
the contents as well as the form of the letter were written
in very pleasing style and language, and I hoped to reccive
a favourable reply. On the Sunday, the 26th of Shcbat,
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however, came the news that the packet-boat which left
here with the mail of the 17th of Shebat had becn attacked
and captured by the enemy, and the letters were thrown
into the sea. I then said to myself—without intention of
losing an opportunity—ihat it may be a sign (from God)
that the letter was lost, and did not write again, but now
when your letter came, in which, among other news, you
wrote that the Rabbinate of Wiirzburg was still vacant,
I said again that it might be a sign in the opposite
direction, and I expect from you a full answer (to let me
know) what you think and your advice without keeping
back anything. With Almighty rests the knowledge of
what is good for me and my son, for body and soul,
cverything clse is only the commentary, go and study
(think it over). If you approve of the idea I herewith give
you permission to do with God's help the work of man,
according to your power, and let me know.

I can easily answer your inquiry about the late David
Fridland. Many years ago, when the Gaon Rabbi G(ershon),
Chief Rabbi of Moravia,'*® may his memory be a blessing,
was still alive, T reccived a lctter of recommendation from
him, asking me to speak to the said David about the
wife and children of his late brother Jeckl. I then wrote
to the country place where this David lived, and he did
according to my wish and sent, through me, an amount
of moncy to Nikolsburg, and from that time dates my
knowledge of the man and his lot, Some time afterwards
arrived here the son of his brother Jcckl, whose name was
Isaac, I sent him with a letter of recommendation to his
uncle, but be did not help him much, according to what

142 R, Gerson Pulitz, Chief Rabbi of Moravia, 1953-7a.

See Kaulmann,
Gedenkbuch, p. 319, and thie literature given there in note 1,
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he told me, but every time he assured him that after his
death he would leave him an amount according to the law
of heritage of the Torah. As David grew old and was
nearly eighty, he became blind, his property was neglected
and partly lost, and what remained was in very bad state
(enpn om3), like abandoned property,!®® which nobody
looks after, as he was here in a strange land without friends,

‘and

and had never been married (added in the margin
was afraid he might be thrown on public charity’). He
decided to give all he had to a rich'®' (1"N) man in the
country, and made an agreement in the Law Court with
this man that he should undertake to give him all he wants
(= keep him) as long as he lives, and after his death he
should give a certain sum to his nephew, the said Isaac.
In exchange for this undertaking he ceded all he had to
that man, and lived afterwards for a few years. On his
death the said Isaac had disputes with the man who
declined to give him what he had undertaken to pay him
in the said agreement, but as Isaac wanted to get marricd
—as indced he did marry scon after he received the
money—he came to an understanding with him (and ac-
cepted a lesser amount). This is how it all happened, and
since then it is like a stone thrown into a well to expect
for any onc of the relations any help from that legacy.
{Added later, and addrcssed to Isaac Speyer): I still
owe an answer to my cousin the famous {'$p, our f{riend
R. Isaac Speyer, to his letter full of valuable information,
which I reccived about a month ago, and 1 send greetings
to him and all his people. What I mentioned in my first
letter that he will do it without commission is not to be
understood otherwise than (that I expected this) from our

83 See Arakin 235 a. 14 Verbally ¢ valued 'y vize. Lo be rich.
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fricndship for one another, because I know that he will usc
all his power to do either of us a good scrvice, it is like,
as in water, face answering face.'¥®  \Vhile I write it occurs
to me (to mention) that he surely will not mind the trouble
and inconvenience connected with it that I am sending
to-day to my brother, our friend R. Neir C’z, a cheque
of £7 on a certain man, who, however, might not be there
at thce next fair. I therefore request my dear cousin to
give to my brother on my account fl. 75, and, as you have
already given me credit for fl. 66, to assign the whole
amount to me, and if you should have to pay lto my
brother the said fi. 75 to draw a cheque on me for both
together of fl. 141, and to excuse the trouble I have given.
I promised to write some news (?RIWNCK....), and will
mention that yesterday a great firm of bankers, namely
Brown and Collinson, have genc bankrupt, and the public,
Jews and non-Jews, have had great confidence in them.
They had tens of thousands (of pounds) in hand, bucause,
as is the custom here, they held cash deposits from the
public, and now people are very anxious lest other cashiers,
who are called bankers heve (other firms will be involved),
and it is fearcd that one friend will have another. For the
present it is quict, and it mpay be advisable to put on
Rotterdam (lottery 2).}%¢

To return again to our account. Linclosed is an assign-
ment from R. Leb the Levite on Asher b. Yomtofl of
Livorno fur the sum of £7; the latter lelt here about
a month ago, and premised to be there at the fair, never-

thcless, sce what I wrote Lo my cousin (Isaac Speyer).

128 Cp. Prov. 27. 19.
105 This part of the letler is inlended for Isaac Speyer; what follows is
again addressed ta bis brother R. Meir.
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P.1h,

Tollows also an assignment from R. Jacob Rolterdam
on the firm Jacob [Hommel and partners for £7; let me
know in your answer how much you received for it, also
if the said R. Ashcr should pay you the £7, how much
you reccived for that. In your answer tell me also exactly
all your expenses for the Sefer Torah to the last penny,
how much you paid to the Sofer (scribe), and how much
to the carrector, so that I can tell R. Leb the Levite and
scitle with him; send me therelore the receipts from the
Sofer and corrector.

The account between us is, according to my letter of

2oth of Kislev, as follows :

Remained in your hand after paymﬂ the Sofer
thirty florins . . 5 . . fl. 4:40

To this add the procecds of the two assignments,
or clse the fl. 75 you will receive for
the cheque on R. Asher. On the other
hand T have to pay you a further forly
florins for the Sofer apart from corrector’s
fee . . . . 5 ; . . M. 4o:o0

You have already paid to your mother-in-law,
my sister-in-law, a cheque of fl. 11, and on
Adar 19 I will assign for her fl. 25 (together) fl. 36 :co

Payment to you as usual  every half year for
yourself and R. Leb 230 . . g . 1. 25:00

Ditto to R. Abraham Gissa {Giessen) drawn on
you to-day £ e e 5 S o AL 0 REE

Ditto to send to our uncle R. Zekl 5%:3 on my
account fl. 11, and give to our brother
Moses from me fl. 15 (together) : a1 268 co

This makes, apart from the corrector's fee, 2
total sum of . J 5 = b . flo138
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Please look into this account carefully and answer me
punctually with a detailed account, as you know I am a
great lover of orderliness. Concerning the sending of the
Sefer Torah, R. Leb 57# tells me that, as he is very busy,
he will entrust with it R. Asher when, as is probable, he
will be there at the fair, and so it does not concern us any
more. You may keep the Sofer Torah with you until you
receive further order from me or from R. Leb to R. Asher.

That Abraham Emmerich has gone bankrupt scetns to
me like a fircbrand in a ccdar.

I am, however, not familiar with the circumstances of
the merchants there, and only in one casc I require to
know the standard of the pcople, and that is with reference
to thc eminent people on whom I send you cheques here-
with, namely, their fathers, 1?7

Enclosed is a letter for the wile of the late R. Leb
Zunz [rom her stepson K. Moses, which is to be delivered
into her own hand because there is 2 bill of exchange in
the letter.

Zanvil b. Judah ol Leinich (Leineck?} has had a Ilctter
now from R. Leb the Levite that he should cull on you
for fl. 11. When he calls pay him and obtain a reccipt.
These eleven florins are already accounted for between us
in my letter of 2¢cth Kislev.,

This letter is dated 22 Adar, but { have written it a day
carlier, as on the 22nd is the anniversary of the death of
our late father, and I shall be weak on account of the fast
and the sleepless night, and while I mention our father
of blessed memory 1 am answering your words of Torah
on the annexed page, which may be for the benefit of his
soul. As [ say there, I have only bricfly answered your

%7 This reference is not quite clear,
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question, and as chief subject 1 have treated my own ques-
tion, seeing that you are engaged in the study of Tractate
Baba Batra. I have, thank God, collected good notes on
this tractate at various times (chiefly) when I taught in
Worms, namely, answers to all questions which Taosafot
ask on Rashi’s commentary, and alsa on every other
subject {in that tractate). I intended copying far you
some of these novellae, but they are for the most part
lengthy, and so I have only selected one and copied it.

With this I will conclude. Peace be with you from
Almighty according to the wish of your brother Tevcle
C'z Schiff. My son Moscs and your sister-in-law Mindele
send greetings, in particular to your wife, my sister-in-law,
maybe your sister-in-law Mindecle will add a few lines
herself. Greetings to our brother Moses and our sisters
and their families.

{In Mindel Sinzheim's hand): Dear beloved sister, I was
very, very pleased to hear that you are again in good
health, may Almighty God grant it to continue thus, until
a grcat age. This is the prayer of your sister Mindel,
daughter of the late R. Solomon Sinzheim the Levite.

To my brother in-law likewise, and cspecially to my
nicce Res'che, to my brother Simen, and naturally also to
brother Joseph, greetings. 1 assure you all that no one
is more anxious for the welfare of the family than I,
although I can at present only express it in words. May
God help me to be able to prove it soon personally there
(in Frankfort). This is an answer to sister Mate's latest
letter.
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Letter VIII.
London, 20 Elul, 5582-
(Page 1 a).

He who forms the destiny of man like clay may write
into the book of life for life my dear brother the Dayyan
Meir, &c., his wife and daughter, &c.

Last Tuesday your answer reached me—the date is
missing—to my letter of the 12th Ab, and referring to what
you mention thercin of your own affairs, and that our
cousin the charitable R. Isaac Speyer had done your wish,
I enclose on the other side a letter of thanks to him for
all the trouble he has taken in my interest. My opinion
about the matter itself I will tell you here, and my words
are addressed also to him. You wrote that the aspect of
the congregation is changed, and I am sorry for the place
and the graves of my Fathers. As to our own affair, you
write that many members of the cangregation have left and
taken up their abode in some neighbouring place. Maybe
I should have done the same had I lived there at present,
nevertheless, evil times are bound to be over some time,
and so I feel it my duty to see that our right in the
community should not be interrupted for the generations
to come. I will now refer to your words onc after the
other: you write that the children (hcirs) of R. M.
Scheyer have all signed already—it is nccessary to inquire
after those who live in other congregations but have the
right of domicile there. R. J. Kulpa, you wrote, has
already signed, that is well. That Lima b. Zalman Haas
will naturally sign seems to me likewise very probable;
in any casc it is not too late. R. Dfavid) Kassel, the
son-in-law of the wife of R. Z. K., you say, will not and
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must not sign; in coursc of time, however, there is no
doubt that he will sign. (This remark} does not please me,
because who knows what happens in the meantime.  As
to that well-known cruel man (who suggests) that his
brothers should sign a pre-dated bill in favour of the
joint firm— falsehood will nat prevail, especially as his
inclination is too strong, as is well known his way is to
begin strife.  The mare likely is he to do so, if one were
to prove to him his dishonest words, then he would at nnce
start a law-suit in his anger. You never mentioned Henle
Kulpa. I belicve he was also a debtor at the time when
the community allowed you (your debt) on account of your
right {of residence) in the community, (aud) the debt of
my late brother-in-law, R, Z(alman), was paid off, or, I am
not sure, on your own account alone. After atl, although
your words are [ull of sagacity and piety, the Mizwah
would be great (if a result were achieved), and it were
better to keep quiet so that this poor woman should not
be wronged as time gocs on.  What shall I further question
you, our Father in Heaven has decreed that I should have
a different opinion to yours in this, and as the proverb
says, ‘fear cannot be talked away'. In spite of this we
have in these days come necarer to one another in thought
and decds than (we were) for many years. Let this be
now a rulc between us, please God, to have in futurc
frequent correspondence in the roles of builder and housc-
breaker (=discussion pre and contra) in this matier. and ‘he
who wants to purify himself receives help from Heaven'’.
May God help us for good, I am sure that you will not
neglect this and do all you can, as I am most anxious to
settle the watter favourably.

Euclosed is an assicnment from R. L{eb) K... 1o Asher
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b. Yomtof of Livorno of seven pounds sterling ; it is dated
already from July because that gentleman left town at the
time and will not return before close to the festivals, and
he left the assignment with me to collect the amount.
Please Iet me know how much you received for it.

Out of this I have assigned to your mather-in-law
in the name of the bearer of assignment on

10 Elul . - . . . d o . fl. 25
17 Elul, drawn upon you to the order of Abraham

Giessa . . - . . . . . A 11
To our brother Moses give in my name . - . fl. 16
To our uncle R. Z. S. in Fiirth send in my name . fl. 11

For yourself and for R. Leb the Levite thirty florins,
whicp includes an addition of five florins for
your trouble in connexian with the Sefer Torah fl. 30

For the wife of Moses Platz and the wife of Moses
Trumm and the daughter of Moses Trumm
together, equally divided between them, for
cach 2 Gr. . . = . A 3 o il G

Total f. 95

A few weeks ago T received a letter from R. M{odl?)
b. S. the Levite, and in the postscript his uncle Hirsch
Haas assured me that he will stand by you, and it nced
not be mentioned that R. M, himsclf and his brother will
also stand by you. R. Modl wrote to mc that he, as well
as his uncle, will speak to R. Jacob Kann, but ncvertheless
he advised me in his letter that I should personally write
to R. J{acob}) K{ann) as he might hear that I wrote to
his brother-in-law Hirsch and not to him, and might be
offended. After I have written to R. J. he will support
me by speaking to him. I have done so to-day, and
written at length and with special emphasis my request
to R. Jacob Kann, and have enclosed it with the lctter
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which I sent to R. M. to-day, and reminded him to fulfil
his promise. Kindly note this.

As to the Sefer Torah, 1 have reccived a letter from
Romburg of Ostend that he handed it over to the shipper
three wecks ago; it has not arrived yet, but is due any
day now.

With reference to the happenings in Berlin, all about
the Rabbi’'s departure from there is knawn here, and 1 have
seen a copy of the letter which he left before he journeyed
from there with instructions to open it six days after he
left the town. According to what I hear he is now in
Vienna, and from the letter it appears that his intention
is to emigrate to the Holy Land. I have also seen the
copy of a letter from the Rabbi of Lissa to the Rabbi
of Amsterdam, as wcll as the copy of a sermon delivered
by the Rabbi of Lissa in this matter, wherc he condemns
R. H. Wesel {Wessely), and the letter which he printed.
The sermon is in very pure language, full of pious and
wise words, careful not to offend the majesty of the
Emperor. From the letter and sermon I gather that they
did the same in Posen, and in Wilna they burnt R. H.
Wesel's letter outside the town by order of the famous
Gaon Elijah.’**  Mention is also made there that the Rabbi
of Prague at first preached against it at Prague, now, how-

s Cp. Giidemann in Afouatsschrift, 1870, pp. ¢79-80, und Wessely's
own letter in Kerem Hemed, vol, 1, pp. 5-6 and Kobez-al-fad, vaol. X, p. 75.
Wessely himself mentions in Kerern Herred the Rabbi of Posen, ¢ son-in-law
of the Rabbi of Praguc’, the Rabbi of Lissz, and Rabbi Elijah Hasid ef
Wilna, as having issued a Herem against him. The Rabbi of Lissa was
R. David Tevele Horochow, a native of Brody, about whom cp. Lewin,
Gesch. d. Juden g1 Lissa, pp, 19§ and 200, The Rabbi of Pasen was R. Joseph,
known as !'Ilazaddik’' ben Pinchas, son-in-law of R, Ezekiel Landau.
Cp. Perles: Gesch. d, Juden in Posen, Monaisschnft, 1865, p. 261.  Rabbi

Elijah of Wilea is generally known as * The Gaon of Wilna'.
1, 3
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ever, he is obliged to remain quiet in public, and is working
quietly to arouse Rabbis of other famous congregations.
After all this it is easily understood that the Berlin Rabbi
could not remain in his congregation, and was obliged 1o
leave. If it were possible to send a copy of the declaration
issued there I should be pleased to receive it. I will now
close in the way I started this letter, may He who dwells
in Heaven write you in the book of the righteous for cver
for life, may lifc and peace be with you from Almighty
according to the wish and prayer of your brother Tevele
C'z Schiff.

As you wrote I should not let anybody write on my
letters, I have not allowed your sister-in-law, the maiden
Mindel, to write ; she wishes you all a happy New Year.

Page 1b.
{Moses Schiff to R. Meir Schiff)

Fulfilling the yearly custom at a time when every man
in Israel raises his voicc praying that happiness may bc
his lot in the New Year, T send you and all yours greetings
from the distance. May the coming yecar be a happy onc
in peaceful enjoyment of happy dwellings, may your days
be as numerous as the sand on the seashore. This is my
priestly wish which God may (ulfil, adding to it a thousand
times more, your ncphew who is always ready to serve
you, Moses, son of the great Rabbi Tevele C'z of IFrankfurt-
on-Main. To your wile and daughter, to my aunts and
their families, and to uncle Moses greetings and good
wishes.

In that certain matter my father, the Rabbi, has written
you his opinion, and 1 have no doubt that you will do
all you can to bring it to the desired successful issuc, and
your reward from Heaven will surely not fail to come.
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Letter IX {(p. 3).
London, Friday, 2a Elul, 53542.

New Year’s grectings, &c., . . . to my dear rclative . . .
R. Isaac, his wife and children, may they all be blessed by
God who will confirm the priestiy blessing!

Flow can I thank you sufficiently for all the kindness
you have shown to me and to my son during this year.
From the worthy has come good, namely, a good beginning
in thc business, and I have no other power but my words
(no other way of thanking you), and I raise my voice to
God: Oh, give good reward to that good man, give him
name and fame and inscribe him to happy and joyful life,
may he rejoice in the wellare of his offspring for many
years in Torah and fear of God, in riches and greatness.
This may be the will of God in Heaven.

Forgive me that I have not followed your advice,
although it was not like that of a man young in years, but
like the advice of an elder. [ have written on this matter
at length to-day to my brother our friend R. Meir C'z,
point for point, and it will suffice for both sides (= is meant
for you also). It is not right to refuse to listen to a great
man like you, and for this reason I have written (what
I want to say to you) to my brother, who is a few years
younger than I am, and he will explain matters to you
in pleasing manner, why it is that I refuse to listen to
you although you have taken such great trouble in our
interest. I rely upon your friendship and meekness that
you will not, even for a single hour, take it amiss, and put
aside the true love which we have for one another. On

the contrary, 1 rely upon it that you will be able to settle
52
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the matter with God’s help for our benefit. With refercnce
to the legacy of the children of the late R. Leb Klef here,
it is still in abeyance whether they will win the case
relating to the estate of their grandfather, and even if
they do win it, I cannot see a way of obtaining anything
for the debtar of their father, as 1 think that the law of
the civil court is the same as our law, and a thousand
difficulties are placed in the way of one who makes a claim
in his grandfather’s right. But time will bring the result,
and I will write you further after I have madc inquiries
from people who are familiar with the civil law. I need
not assure you that I will do all in my power to advise
you in this, and shall not hesitate to serve you with all
my might. Apart from this T have no ncws. May God
bless you with peace and look down at you on the coming
New Year day in mercy and kindness. This is the prayer
of your cousin who is always ready to serve you, Tevele,
son of the late R. Zalman Schiff of Frankfort, Rabbi in
London and the Province.

To your brother and son-in-law E. Z. and all who
dwell with him I send greetings, may he too be remem-
bered (by God) for gocd and his years continue, his honour
and greatness increasc.

(In Moses Schiff's hand): Youths ought to be hidden
and not stand before the great and wise men, but you, Sir,
have shown to your servant your greatness in assisting the
wecak. May my prayer be my thanks and bear result, for
my pen is not able to write down the immense gratitude
I fecl for you. I beg of you that if occasion presents
itself to remember mec again (to put business in my way),
and may God Almighty inscribe you into the book of the
righteous for a long and happy life. This is the wish of
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your scrvant always at your command, Moses, son of the
great Rabbi Tevele C'z Schifl of Frankfort-on-Main. To
your brother and son-in-law, the learned R. E. Z | greetings
and best wishes for the New Year.
(Address on the outside of the sheet):
Herrn Mayer Saliomon
Schiff Jude gegenw. in
Frankfurt am Mayn,
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Page 203 b.
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Page 204 a.
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Page 204 b.
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APPENDIX VIII

ELEGY on the death of R. David Tevele Schiff, by
Isaac and Zaliman Keyzer of London. (Leaflet printed
on one side only. Size 26 x23 cm. In the posscssion of
Mr. Sigm. Secligmann in Amsterdam, who kindly copied
it for me.)
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TRANSLATION.

On sceing these writings of the two worthy youths, the
ane ten, the other thirteen years of age, sons of my beloved
brother—what they wrote as consolation for their brethren
who mourn their lass, the loss of the multitude {caused) by
the dcath of their leader, the High Priest David their
Rabbi, my hcart 5pokc to me: Train up the youth in the
way he should go and even when he is old he will not
depart from it (Prov. 22. 6). I have had, therefore, these
words printed, so that they may be inscribed on the tables
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of their hearts and in honour of the above-named pleasing
youths.

Copy of the writing of the youth Isaac, son of Lazar
Keyzer :

London, Tuesday, 24th Kislev, 5552.

On the death of the great Rabbi, famous in his gencra-
tion, R. David the Priest, may he rest in peace.

A sound of erying is heard, bitter wailing.

David, King of Israel, is dead, his flock will no more
be led by him, who tended them with love and piety, no
more will they be under his rule on the quict waters where
they found the blessings of God. Their Shepherd is dead.
He will not Jead them any more on the paths of right and
charity. As a father loves his son, his beloved, so he loved
them; as the eagle walches his nest, so he guarded them.
He saw their failings and reproached them in justicerand
kindness. He was aversc to sinners, {and still) he was
their true friend.

Woe to thee, London! Is there a pain like thine?
Is there a town in which is to be found a wise likc the one
thou didst lose? To what shall 1 compare thy hurt, what
was thy sin that such has befallen thee? What was thy
transgression that thou didst lose a man whose wisdom
and deeds were all devoted solely to the weifare of his
congregation of his peeple?

However, on consideration | find consolation (in the
thought) that to the righteouns death is the rcal Good. For
David yet lives in the world where he will live for ever,
where he will not sce either violence or sin and sorrow,
for ever will he live in joy! This may conscle us in our
pain, in the sorrow of our soul, and let us bless the Almighty

in whose hand is death 2nd life.
[saac, son of Lazar Kcyzer.
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Copy of the writing of Zalman, son of R. Lazar Keyzer.

Tuesday, 24th Kislev, 5552.

On the death of the great Rabbi, famous in his genera-
tion, R. David the Priest, &c.

Glory has left Isracl, as their great Rabbi, the righteous
of his generation, the elect one of his people—is dead.
Like shecp without a shepherd, which wander in the descrt
and pcrish of hunger and thirst, a prey to the beasts—so
is a people without a leader and judge erring on the way
(of life) not knowing where to come and where to go. For
this I mourn, but not for the decath of the righteuus man,
as only his body is dead, but his soul has arrived in a land
where everything is good, there he will reap the fruit of his
piety. Iet us be strong and brave therefore— our Rabbi
yet lives in the Keernal world (coming world), there he
will be a good intercessor for us and for his community.

Zalman Keyzer.

Be strong and of good courage you sons of my brother
Flcazar, your father, learn well Torah, Mishna, and Talimud
all your lives. Then God will bless you in everything
according to your own wishes and the wish of your uncle,

Abraham Kejyzer,

Amsterdam, 22 Tebeth, 5552.
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APPENDIX IX

MS. Adlcr 22674,

Recto, pp. 1-66. Account of a irm of polishers, Abraham
Michel and L. I. Abrahams. The items are written in
a clear, careful hand, and show the cost of materials,
labour, and ‘proffet'. The ycarly account for 1803 closes
on p. 6o with a profit of £509 12s5. 1o}/, of which L. As
share is £169 175 73d.

The pages verso were used by R. Sclomon IHirschel
as book of records for authorizations he gave to Shohetimn.
Page 1, verso, contains the undertaking which every appli-
cant had to sign before being authorized by the Rabbi.
1t reads:

1. N53p Y LY MIp LM L DRI LINER KDY A3 ALPA NN
Joxw st Sam wupd ban & b ptpn Atax 1w
en mimeh S or mnwk xbe wnbya avexs dwx Sy
ono Aneg R’ pna nd 85 gy Saay opp baa ewyd
5 m3 npen nm 50 53 by apwa b kTS o
Youspn pwnam Nt R Y2 T fpa ot nnbe Twe maten
PAR T2 &kURS3 nwp R kT pb pTp ma pUab

Moses Aaron ¥

List of Shocketim anthorized.
Page 1b.
2, Zevi Hirsch b. Solomon of Simiatel (signed < Mr. Hart
Bidefield’). 1 Heshv. 5583. Bidefield.
3. Moses b. Benjamin. 17 Heshv. 5583.
4. Nahman b, Z. the Levite (S. Newman, Leeds). 2.4 Sivan,
5583, Leeds.



10,

11.

1%k

14.
15.
16.

17.
18,

MS. ADLER 226) 2865

. Jonah b. Menahem,'® calicd Jonas Levy. 15 Shebat,
5583. Cincinnati, Ohio, U.S,A.

. Solomon Israel Hornstein {* Mr. 1. Solomon Horinstein
in Plymouth’ signed in English). 25 Sivan, 5583-
Plymouth.

. Simon b. Jchicl Sofer (Engl. signature:)}'9s Simion
Jonas. 21 Tammuz, 5583.

Page 2 a.
. Hayyim b. Rabbhi Isachar. 1 Ab, 5583.
. A Shohct in Chatham (letter to the same for not
obeying the rules) dated : 17 Ab, 5533.
Page 3a.
Michael Zalman Pollack. 26 Ab, 5583. Plymouth.
Judah Leb, b. Mordecai. 5§ Elul, 5583. Narwich
(o).
. Falk Ncumegen. 28 Kislev, 5584. Highgate.

Page 3b.
Abraham b. Sherage Ifeivish of Semija  (8N™30).
22 Kislev, 5584. Lecds.
Abraham b. Moses Neugass. ¢ Tebet, 5534.
Michael Elijah b. A. of Rawitsch. 11 Sivan, 5584.
Samuel b. Michael. 4 Tammuz, 5584.
Page 4a.
Zeev Wolf b. M. 8 Tammuz, 5584.
Joseph Benjamin Fishmonger, High St., Warcester.
6 July, 5584 A. M. Worcester (Engl.).

3% The entry reads: I Jonas Levy from Exeter, Devonshire, living at

Cincinnati, State of Ohio United States of America, ncknowledge that | have
given my hand ta the rules mentioned on the other side. JBRN OMID 12 AN
LY . ¢Jonas Levy, Dircect for Phillip Symonds Cincinnati, State of
Ohio, United States of America,’

4818 The English signatures will in the following be marked by (Engl.).
L T
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19. Zevi Hirsch b. Rabbi David of Bialistock. 17 Tammuz,
5584.
Page 4 b.
20. Eliezer ("pm....2 n'w?). 1 Ab, 55%4.
21. Nathan b. Meir.'® First day of Selihot, 5584, Bedford.

Page 5 a.
22. Judah Leb. b. K. ("t p"oab Y. 15 Kislev, 5585,
23. Mosecs b. Zevi Hirsch. 23 Tebet, 5585. Yarmouth.
24. Jacob Koppel b. D. K. (Engl. * Jacob Koppel Ifyman’).
35th day of Omer. Cheltenham.

Page 5b.
25. Moses b. Lcb Deutz {(Moses Levy) of Frankfort on
Main. 37th day of Omer, 5585. Dover.
26. Jehiel Michael b. Abraham. 7 Heshvan, 5586.
27. Jacob Kish '™ (t%p 3m2 3py). 2 Heshvan, 5586. Not-
tingham.
28. Benjamin b. Menahem. 13 Kislev, 5586. Brighton.
2g9. M. Michael (Engl.). Glasgow.

Page 6 a.
3o. Stmon b. Ber "> {Engl. ‘' Simon Campl.). 12 Tcb.
5586.
31. Jonathan b. Rabbi Isachar. 11 Shebat, 5586.1%%
32, Joseph Abraham b. A. 21 Adar I, 5586. Bristol.
33. Joseph Goldman. Dartmouth.

™ 'T gave my hand in 32 NY'PN ta the Revd, Dr. tlcrschell, that
1 will abide with ahiove mentioned Obligation to keep to lis orders, Should

1 hereafier infringe on them 1 shall consider mysell DB (o aur Religious
orders,” Sighned by me this day,
CBIYIAN R M2 jnh.
19 Added: *5"10 pia 3 M1 03735 Nottingham,!
w preb (1) vand e%pn 3w w1 o



39
40,
g
. Israel Elijal b. Dov Ber of wwwrpny. 5 Heshv. 5587.

43.
44

45

46.

47.
48.

49.
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. Alexander b. Nathan (English: Alexander Jacobs).

29 March, 5586 (1826).

. Michael Mordeeai b. Nissan. 14 Tammuz, 5386.

. ILiliezer Lezer b, Mordecai of Lissa. 14 Tammuz, 5586.
7. Abraham b. Joseph. 10 Ab, 5586.

. Salomon Zalman b. Afkiba?) from Sanickova (Carni-

kow?) ymxponwn 3 e by (Engl. Solomon
Sternburgh Glasgow). 16 Ab, 5586. Glasgow.

Page 7 a.
LEisik (of) Turkheim. 15 Ab, 5586.
L. A. Samson (Fngl). 15 Ab, 5586.
Zevi Hirsch b. Solomon IHeilprin. 27 Ab, 5586.

Mcir Jacob b, Benjamin Benas (@), 1o Kisl. 5587,
Mcir b. Rabbi Isaac Statthagen. 28 Klul, 5587.

Page 7 b.
Simon b. Rabbi Jacob Leb. 2 Heshv. 5588.1%

Page 8 a.
Michael Levi b. R. S. Sofer of Carnikau. 24 IHeshv.

5588,

Judah Leb. b. Isahar Levi. 13 Kisl. 5588.

‘nephew of Simon, he forgot to sign' (R. Solomon’s
hand).

Mr. W. Abrahams, ‘von Decmens{!) Land”.!* (No date.)

' Authorized as P33 porclicr; in the Rabbi’s handwriting is added

Saws m aom aesan b e apt nby x5 50 peny v pots.

" His declavation reads: *I bave given my hand to the Revd. Solomon

MHirschele to abide by certain rules which he laid dawn to me as 1 ain to kill

T2
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50. Alexander b. Eliezer. Hanuccah, 5588. Exeter.

51. Benjamin b. Rabbi Leb of Hungary. 14 Elul, 5588.

52. Jehiel b. R. Nathan. 24 LElul, 5588.

53. Meir b. Samuel. 1st day of Holhamoed Succoth, 5589.

54. Arjeh b. Jacob (signs as follows: ‘jin in Jamicar’
[Jamaical). g Jan. 5589.

Page ga.
§5. Abraham b. David Berliner.
56. Gabriel b. — 47th day of Omer, 558g. Portsmauth.

57. Jacob b, Meir. 14 Sivan, 558q.
58. Meir b. Rabbi Judah ~baums (7). apy p7ew, 5589,
Swansea.

Page g b.

59. Zeev Wolf b. Rabbi B. of Biale. 20 Heshvan, 5590.

6o, Meir Solomon Zalman b. Aryeh Leb of Wladova.
20 Kislev. 5390.

61. Meyer Lyon of mobye'd (Engl.). Chichester.

62. Moses b. Jonah, son-in-law to Mr. Simon. 19 Omer,

5590 (Engl.).

Page 10 a.

63. Abraham b. Isaac Levi (‘the particulars concerning
Gloster I and my father abide by. A. Levy.)
19 Omer 5590 (Engl.). Gloucester.

64. Isaac b. Jacob Woll. 13 Sivan, 5590.

65. Michael Levi b. M. 13 Ab, 5590.

66. Jacab of Copenhagen (n"pp 203 1py"). 5 Tishri, 5591.

poultry.' Van Diemen's Land was the name of lhe Australian Island
Tasmania before the year 1856,



67.

68.

69,

70.

78.

79
8o.

8t
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Page 10b.

Moses b. Hayyim Sachs (Engl. ¢Moritz Sachs wvme
My3ppa’). 6 Shevat, 5591, Canterbury.

Abraham b. Rabbi Moses Isaac, Rabbi of Samlin
(*Smpr p™ TR Py mwm M 1Mna oaax pia, A
Rozenbaum). 14 Omer, 5591.

Jacob b. Meir (Engl.: I Isaac povab opmo). 20
Omer, 5591. DBrighton.

Isaac b. Samuel. 34 Cmer. . . . (Engl.)

Page 11 a.

. Moses b. Jocl (ﬁmv‘? (howanN). 40 Omer, 5597.

Edinburgh.

. Michacl Ylijah b. J. of Rawitsch. 42 Omer, 5591.

3. Nathan b. Gedaljah,

. Koppcl b. Rahbi Perez Levi. 2 Tam.

. Simon b. Jacob ben S. ber A. of Wreschen., 5 Tam.

5591.

. Israe! Elijah b. Rabbi Dov Ber. oma 1, 5591.
. Ephraim Arjch b. Meir Moscs (Engl.: * Ephraim Moses

in Scarbt for my uncle Jacobs’). 23 Elul, 5591.
Scarborough.

Page 11 b.

Nahman b. Rabbi Simha S7pon.

Zalman Rosenthal. 1o [eshvan, 5592.

Aaron b. A. (Engl.: * Aron Abrahams’). 13 Heshvan,
5592. Yarmouth,

Joseph b. Asher (Engl.). 22 April, 5593.
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82.
83.
84.
85.

86.
87.

88.

8g.
90.
gl.

92.

93-

94.

95-
g6.
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Page 12 a.

Solomon Platura ("' f=m 2772 ;3 XDONSD mebw).
20 Ab, 5593. Leeds (‘with Mr. Davis’).

Judah b. Joseph Levy (Engl.: Israel Joseph). 20 Aug.
5593-

Lewis Levy. 13 Elul, 5593. Bedford.

Pape 12 b.

Judah Leb. b. M. L.eb. & "2 "9, 5504.

Hirsch b. Abraham Zevi of Gallin. 8 Adar II, 5594.

Moses Landau of Krakau (added jwman axw wosinb on.
Engl.: Moses Lando-Kentcrbury). 3 Sivan. 5594.
Canterbury. .

Alexr Cohen. 5 Aug. 5594 (Engl.).

Page 13a.

Eliezer b. Sam. Cohen.

Israel Joseph (Minz?).

A. ben Zcev (in R. Solomon Hirschell’s hand : (IHebr.)
of Bialistock, called also Elijah Schneider). 21 Elul,
5594-

Judah Leb of Witas in Moldavia {note: 'He has been
in America'). 4 Heshvan, 5595.

Baruch b. Rabbi Abraham. % Heshvan, 5593.

Page 13b.
Leb b. Simon the Levite {(Engl. : Lewis Simon). 1 Dec.
5595
Menahem b. Hanok. 26 Shebat, 55935.
Jesaiah Zeev of Pitschow. ¢ Nisan, 5593.
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98
99

I1co.

.

101.

Tie)

103.

104.

1085,

106.

107.

108,

100.
110,

I112.

113.

114,
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Page 142,
Solomon Zalman b. Eliezer Schotlender, Dayyan in
Wreschenn.
Nathan b. Rabbi Gerson. 23 Shebat, 5596.
Zalman Roscntal. 3 Adar, 5596.
Judah b. Jacob. T Ijjar, 5546.
Nisan b, Michael Abraham of Breslau. 4 Ijjar, 5596.

Page 14b.

Benjamin Berlin, 134 Tammuz, 5596,

Lch Wolf b. Rabbi Juda Sternberg.  1st day of
ITolhamoced Succot, 5597.

Petahjah b. Isachar Ber. 1st day of Holhamoed Succot,
5397

Shmerl b, Rabbi Abraham Katzencllenbogen. 23
Heshvan, 55¢7.

Michael Simon Nuernberg. 10 Adar I, 5597.

Page 15a.
Mordecai b. Rabbi Moses Zevi. 10 ljjar, 5597-
Jesajah Zcev of Pintschow. 1 Tammuz, 5597.
Joseph b. R.... 20 Elul, 559;.
Moses b, Zevi Hirsch Lissenhcim of Schoenlanke.

g Tammuz, 5598.

. Joseph Caro. 10 Elul, 5548.

Page 15D.
Abraham Sisman (Lipman?) b, Joscph Eppelman.
4 Kislev, 55909.
Jacob Leb b. Rabbi Mase (in Rabbi Sol. H.’s hand :
‘he went to Greenwich'), 1 Nisan, 5599.
Moses b. Joel. ¢ Tammuz, 5599.



116.

118.

11g.
120.

126.

127.

128.
129,
130.
131.
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. Juda Leb b, Nissan (nephew of R. Jacob of Sunder-

jand) (R. Sol. H.'s hand : * The address of R. Jacob

is: Mr. Jacob Josepls, High St., Sunderland’).
23 Heshvan, 56co.

Nathan b. Joseph the Cohanite, Blitz (he is Shohet to
Mr. Mayer). 4 Ijjar, 5600.

Page 16 a.

. Aryeh Zeev b. Rabbi Juda Sternberg. 10. Sivan,

5600.
Moscs Judah b. Rabbi Noah. b s %, 5600,
Joshua Ezekiel Levi. 4 Tammuz, 56c0.
Nathan Cohn. 21 Tammuz, 5600.

Page 16 b.

. Joseph Caro. 3 Ab. Newecastle.

. Shmerl b. Rabbi Abraham Katzenellenbogen.

. Jehiel b. Rabbi Nathan.

. Judah Leb b. ... Fraenkel. 11 Elul, 56c0.

5. Samuel b. Hayyim, Hazan in Manchester. 11 Elul,

5600.

Michael Zevi b. Simon (Engl.: M. B. Simonson).
25 Shevat, 5601,

Moses b. Meir C'z. 5 Tammuz, 56o1.

Page 17a.
Simha b. D. Caro of Posen. 29 Tammuz, s6o1.
Dov Ber b. Isaac. 23 Ab, 5601.
David b. S. M. the Levite of Kalish. 19 Shebat, 5602

Isaac Jacob b. Rabbi A. the Cobanite (added : wbv b3
pmatpxd tned). 13 Adar, 5602.
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Page 17 b.

132. Mose Kosk (possibly Falk). 24th of Omer, 5602.
133. Raphael b. Rabbi Issachar Ber. 18 Ab, 5602.
134. Mose Rabbinowitch the Cohen. 26 Ab, 5602.
135. Michael Simon b. M. Niirnberg. 17 Elul.

Page 18 a.

136. Shemarjah David Randel (7). 4th day of Selihot, 5603.

137. Joseph b. BB. of F...s (Freistadt?). 17 Elul, 5603.

138. Eliczer b. R. Simon. 24 Elul, 5603.

139. Abraham b. Rabbi Zeril. Day after Succot, 5605.

140, Issachar b. Iiliczer. 23 Heshvan, 5603.

14t. Jacob Isaac the Cohanite. 20 Shevat, 5605.

142. Ldward IHimes. 17 Maich, 5605.1°

143. Michaei Zevi b. Rabbi S. 48 Omer, 56035. Hazan
in Manchester.

144. Zevi Hirsch b. Rabbi Isaac of Sklow. 11 Ab, 5603.

145. Baruch b. Rabbi Abraham. 11 Ab, 5605. Shohet
of the New Synagogue in Manchester.

Page 24 a.

146. Wolf b... 31st day of Omer, 5587.
147. Joscph Kalish, beadle of the Synagogue in Alie Street
(0w &oNa), 12 Sivan, 5587,

18 4] hereby certify that T have this day received the sanction of the
Beth Din for ta slay cattde for Sir lsaac Lyon Goldsmid individually only,
and should my engagement with the same cease this permission will be
discontinued by them, for which | declare hereby my solemn religious
obligation, Also to adhere te the rules of a M, viz. not to shave nor
to drink Wine from the DM3 unless for illness, and as soon as the Beth Din
erders mc not ta kill 1 must lay down my knife, for which I hercby give my
land A2 N3*pN.  signed by mysell.  Edward Llimes.'
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ADDITIONAL NOTES TO PART I.

Page 1 ( /OMA., N.S,, IX, p. 103).

The first Rabbi of the Ashkenazim in London, R. Judah Leb
L. Efraim Anshel, was known by the name of Hamburger. His
signature to the approbation he gave for the edition of Pirke
de Rabbi Eliezer, Amsterdam, 1708, rzmg, is as follows: xmo
Amay I v 51 Lwax qen mman A% o ax 3 20
R35B 3w Apw 2b MR AP DUOREERD BWREEN PP e
WO 3TN NI ATy xe™33 Rwen Nobm b nder “m wabind
P25 ‘1 ADM.  This edition was arranged by R. Moseh Gomces
Mesquita, who later became Haham in London, where he died
on May 8, 1751 (cp. Gaster, History of Bewis NMarks, p. 130)-
Rabbi Judah Leb was already in 1700 in Rotterdam, and not
as stated by me {p. 1) in 1705. He signs an approbation 1o the
Menorath Hamaor, ed. Amsterdam, 1700, 8vo, on the 3oth of
Shebat of that year. 1 am indebted to my friend Mr. Sigm.
Seeligmann for calling my atiention to this, as well as for the
following : In the ‘Kabhronim Regel', a manuscript in the
possession of the Amsterdam community, containing records of
burials, the following two entries are to be found: =7 370
P73 AR faw mazn 57t beax e pmien afima 2% s
TTER NI PO PITEs Sy BYR AR 97 qapr 97A. Rabbi
Judah Leb died, according to this, on 14 Adar, 1720, Isaac,
son ol R. Judah Leb, died in Amsierdam, 3rd Nisan, 1714.
The entry referring to him reads: "2 270 j2 PIMR past "m0
qBDI £IPLNT 1TAR XST Ao Mo moaen Sy b s
3apanxam Sy 2%pn 0 ‘1 oantnd ora apn o 3 9ha. Cp.
also E. Talic, Geschiedenis d. Jsr. Gem. te Rotterdum (1907),
pp. 36-7-
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Hadbi Aryeh Leb b, Saul of Amsterdam.
Page 3 ( JUA, IX, p. 105).

The Beth-Hamidrash {I.ondon), MS. No. 24, contains Responsa
and Talmudic novellae by R. Aryeh Leb, father of Rabbi Zevi
Hirschel Lewin.  Among his correspondents we find the names:
Rabbi Herz Pintschow (pp. 2 a, 373, 384}, R. Isaac Levi of Apta
(p. 374a), the Beth-Din of Venice {pp- 41 a-48 a), the communities
of Briesen (ntc'ab natn mws o, p. 4g94), of Stassburg in East
Prussia, and Koziv in Poland {p. 23a). R. Zevi Hirsch asks his
father why at Habdalah Service at the conclusion of Sabbath the
blessing of o3 w3 RM3 is said when smelling the scent-box
filled with spice and cinnamon, while w22 sy 8313 would be
the proper form (p. 33 b, middle). The Responsum dealing with
the question from the Beih-Din of Koziv {p. 23a) mentioned
above, quotes verbatim a document m1y nv2) by that Beth-Din
relating to the death of a certain Jacob Caohen, whose body was
found torn to pieces and brought 1o Abraham Hajjim, the over-
seer of the Hevrah-Kadisha (Holy-Society, i.e. Burial-Society)
of Strassburg.  The signatories to the document are :

moway 5o jobr Swempy oy

2abm nw pixn peany ‘pa ONn

b 5793 Swpn peam “p oNn
Jekutiel Zalman Epstein was for saine time Dayan in Lemberg,
and as this document is dated mp”n anm 177 (24 Ab 488=1728),
he probably went to Koziv for the purpose of presiding at the
Beth-Din, as at that time he was acting as Dayan in Lemberg ;
cp. Buber, pw 2w, p. 124. Important is also the Responsum to
Venice. The community of Rovigo had lost their Rabbi, and
a certain young scholar, engaged to the daughter of Rabbi
Pacifico, a niember of the Rahbinate of Venice, tried to usurp
the position as Rabbi of Rovigo with the connivance of his
prospective father-in-law, but to the displeasure of the greater
part of the community of Rovigo itself. The Parnassim : Joseph
ben Mose, Ezekiel Aaron Luzatto, Jeremiah Michael b. Samuel
Solomon Coneili address a letter to the Rabbinate of Venice,
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which, in turn, forwards a copy of the same as supplement to
their letter to Rabbi Aryeh Leb of Amsterdam. Bath letters
are copied i fofo. The Venice Rabbis sign as follows :

tmab y9ch " or va “wpmen NPy ANYUY ne

(1744) p°3% na> M DN 3Py M n
A7A5r MINTINDND M3 M2 by wk (1)
125 A7nbr vy anmna bt b vesa (2)
n7bt an aws A™mPIa M 0ol (3)
A% bbb Sxumy w7xba 30w vsn (4)
25 5an xy wbA n APy e 31a
annn Sy xa &S oty

The same names, with addition of Isaac b. Asher Pacifico,
Solomon b. Moses Halevi Minzi, and Solomon b. David Allaras,
are to be found in another document of the Venice Beth-1in in
MS. Beth-Hamidrash, No. 26, fol. 141 B. Omitted is there only
Jacob Belilias (4). (Compare also approbations from Venice
Rabbinate to Amnb o n=om, Firenze, 1750, and mym» mwo D,
Venice, 1791.) To conclude we reproduce the text and transla-
tion of a fragment of a most pathetic letter of Rabbi Aryeh Leb
to some eminent Rabhi, possibly his father or his father-in-law,
the Haham Zevi. Where the letter was written is difficult, if not
impassible, to ascertain: it seems likely that he wrote it even
before he was Rabbi of Reisha {Rzezow). The fragment was
found by me hetween the pages of Beth-Ham, MS, No. 206.

Ny
oy 8 obe v oy 235 P it o onpb o Aon L. ...
MY K AP AN AN Lowan apA 25 mpp 5w vabN
D37 O'B' 72 NaEY I MO WD) Wmina mAd open IR Jenna
xba nmon a5 mmn x53 vab A ouw a pen baa B px mew
an Swa ema v o maax by oo e aama aba nam
a0 buaa fn W3 0N My SeN pn eshr D fmavs abom
i pozb A qERn L, L, L. mbo ey wWs a9 9 vma NP

.. {1 mpIn2 0 ATRa
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2y

BN ArNI 1apb apvDn Lpa MAaE MY AT 89T DN e
27 AR Ty o mw Sy oo S o Abes pan b aewa
ey Sanee g na none T oha v g S minew
2% Aa qnybin nanga

Traunslation.
Recto.

. may you my master continue {to be kind to me) when
you bave proved the heart of your servant and found it sound
and in harmony with God and His people. My words flow from
Lhe depths of my heart. Oh! Father, Father, do help and assist
me in your kindness this lime to uplift my soul. See, 1 have now
lived here for a long time days in which T have no pleasure, for
I live here alone, without Torah and wisdom, without happiness
and blessing, full of (menta)) sufferings caused by being obliged
to neglect the study of the Torah, prayer and worship. When
1 luok back upon the work I did before I came here and compare
it with my idleness here, I am sick of life, for my soul has been
dragged down ten degrecs in comparison to what 1 was before—
be it as far as Torah and wisdom . . . .

Verso.

May He, who dwelis in Eternity, be my Help, purify my
thoughts and assist me to serve Him in truth and piety according
to the wishes of my heart. May Peace be with You, my Master,
may your days be prolonged and may you yet see many joyful
days, have pleasure from your children and grandchildren, they
all shall ‘knaw the Lord and praise the Holy One of Israel’.
This is the prayer of your worm (= humble servant).

Aryeh Leb.



278 RABBINATE OF TIIE GREAT SYNAGOGUE, LONDON

Rabbi Zewi Hirseht in London,

To page 5 ( /QR., IX, p. rog).

The negotiations with R. Zevi Hirsch must have lasted some
time before his arrival in Londen. Leb Norden, a learned man
of great influence in the community, writes to the Rabhbi's brother,
R. Saul of Amsterdam, complaining why his brother refused to
come in the previous year. ‘Had he not pushed us away with
both hands last year he wounld, by now, be peacelully settled here
and would have saved me also a lot of trouble during this year.
We are now awaiting your answer so as to send the Rabbinical
letter (contract of appointment) and hasten his coming here
This letter—which is copied in the MS. Beth-Hamidrash, London,
No. 26, fol. 162 B, and the Hebrew text of which we print here-
after—reveals also the reasons for R. Zevi Hirsch's refusal to
accept the London post. ‘If the Ashkenazi Shohetim slaughter
also for the use of the Sephardim they must ohserve the laws and
customs of Shehita of both sides, whichever are the strictest,’
said the Rabbi. R. Leb Norden argues against this point from
the Talmudical standpoint. He was a sound Hebrew scholar,
who, born in Amsterdam, came with his father Zalman to London,
but still kept in touch with continental scholars. Jacob Emden
on his visit to London became very friendly with him, and
several letters of Norden and Responsa hy Jacob Emden to him
are printed in the latter’s work yapt nbww.  In his autobiography
Emden relates that Leb and his brother Reuben, the sons of
Zalman Norden, dealt in gold and precious stanes (12D nburn,
p- 94), that Leb sent him goods for sale to Altona, and by the
profits derived therefrom Emden was able ta keep his family for
some years unti! they became estranged (see §4/d., pp. 146, 164,
181). It is not unlikely that Leb Norden's friendship with Emden
at the time induced him to further the appointment of 2 member
of Haham Zevi's family as Rabbi of the Ashkenazim in London.
It appears that, owing to the Shehita dispute in the Sephardi com-
munity, which had lasted for some four or five years previous to
R, Zevi HirsclVs arrival in L.ondon, many of the Sephardim prefcrred
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to eat meat killed by Ashkenazi Shohetim. ‘Fhe Shehita dispute
in question has been dealt with in my booklet * Jacob Kimehi
and Shalom Buzaglo’, but for the easier understanding of Norden's
letter I will only mention that R. Hajjim Alhabali, a Sephardi
Shobet, accused the other Shohelim of transgressing the rules
of Bedikah (examination of inner parts of the antmal, especially
the lungs). FHe was supported by a scholar named Jacob
Kimchi, who wrote a book nawsm mbsty, in which he pleads
Albabali's cause. Azulai in his lately published itinerary {sec
later) indicates that they had quite a large following in the
Sephardi community. R. Zevi Hirsch was probably aware of
the state of affairs among the Sephardim and stipulated that the
Ashkenazi Shohetim, if they kill also for the Sephardi community,
must observe their rules where these are stricler, and he did this
in order to prevent further strife. Norden's letter to R. Saul
of Amsterdam seems to have had effeet, and R. Zevi Hirsch
Lewin came to London. ‘I'he Shehita dispute lasted for a little
while longer, but died down eventually, R. Hirschel heing
prevented by his Parnassim to take any part in the matter.
Azulai mentions it in his itinerary o Sapp, which was partly
published in Livorno in 1789, and has lately been reprinted in
more extensive form by the Mekize Nirdamim Society. e was
in London in the year 1755, a year beforc R. Zevi Hirsch
Lewin’s arrival in l.ondon, and his notes throw light on the
communal conditions of the Sephardim. Although he does not
mention anything ‘about the Ashkenazi communily, I think the
passage of sufficient interest for London Jewry, and pive the
translation of his notes after R. L.eb Norden's letter.

Letier of R. Leb Norden, of London, to Chief Rabbi Sanl b. Aryel
Leb of Amsterdam.
MS. Beth-Hamidr, No. 26, fol. 162 b {middlc).
a0 S rnbn ey pr 25w papn wann anan pnvn
NP OTDZEN PP 9TaN
o ocned ums e S5 wena aex o oan aanh pion
07D 1 A oo pan M AL 0 a2 Ea o R N
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ana mSrd M2 VR PN 200 nmen Sy owvp uN WMoy anman
NOB PR AR pon A nab b maa amnd veanan
Mh3% 5 o N33 Anka mead 85 mnoh nsp nasp DamMInNT
a'Mnad '325 27 aMBTR WM Uy BN noa Y ‘JDs l'y
ot nx pboss PR w pemeon meen ooy bapb 2 povy
MRDIM ANEM AM¥T I 571 ymmnw anb pav )5 mona 139
B e, bad O oapmw uow wdwn 1w abw A vt paw
MR T 23 '3 ,0yon Y b n7apen epab b ey
Ao o8B N Wiy b Nobn PR DU DTIDEEN2 PO
WA WY R e Swoonwe S3 anaa Sond am At Asnem
mhweap o (an 533 meon mma by A fnow iy T
wOw apy Sv oo wan won fa nb Ex L ovmemy fmoos Sw
arm DR A0 % pon abw opea Aanp i 9nx 53 4n onden
Al PROPEY PAID TPIY TODA NAD REEY P TON ) Dynp 013
~2v3 mse bo pwipn N DA DMIERAY wp APIR mnn s o by
oM praa(s) owp A Sy phiam esan oo 3y
QBN M 2MmR 40 () At pHPRT Aams M M Sov e
fppn EEpa DR BR 4138 “Sown mpy £ Apmesn o (y e
o mwn bex p*eb bapd e b nathr nes S arby anon P
Apmwz D man fapa cmmeen S Sn ampbe exp unb by
99507 MAMPY CNAUR &5 DMITWNA MTMING DM DN 2TED
DY A¥IYMY N5 AVIR DTNUDDNI w5 o $"m w30 owr fa s

RN gurby “Tom i MM oar by mow

fol. 1632
R'R) A ey ey 5o o aahr PANT UN D
a9 RAP wap DAy ot o931 odwe 35 Sy ombpab e b
D'137 1270 AENA P DTuNY N33 i pr o amy a3 oAb Diona
2 bam omso o b g ond v wd omoe wn
prp 7TySRr DO DBt M oowyd myan 35w AmNm opn e
250w D™M3TA AREY M pa 571 v b pev 51 oman
pinna xb o San NMON PNy D m owm wa S oo

Ny XTpp xtna N22.
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Mo MoN S N7 oy yame 8D X N Bnbn Y DN
e =my by Afn Aee &5 v onpt Sy oo uek pa A anm
PIIND N 3V 491 D3R '3 N Bamm A mxna b oo 53 b1
yue b epaxy pan Sy onpn mx aed Sy ntoym m wn

MDD AR

Follows 5“3 paan 'mx nawn.

H. [ D. Azulai’s description of his journey to London in 1755
in 2w 51 ed. Mekize Nirdamim { proof ).

(5515 = 1955), Jjrar 12, Wednesday WpR ‘n in the evening
at sunset we arrived in the great town of London and [ had
trouble until the evening of Thursday to find lodgings in the
house of a Sephardi, whose name is Si(gnor) Aaron Cohen.
Although the place was very small (crammed), but, being a clean
dwelling, honourable people, and as it had also heen the abode
of former messengers (from Palesline), I agreed to stay there.
Concerning my inission great wonders happened to me. While
I was still [on my way here] tiiree of the leading men sent word
1o me that T should not come inlo this town as I would not
achieve anything, especially as the messengers from Safed had
{orestalled me, and even they came lwice and had to leave
empty-handed. I, however, answered Lhat it was iy duty to
go (to Londan), and I cannot absolve mysell from the same.
1 rely upon the Lord that He will do what He finds best. And
when 1 came to the leaders {of the congregation} they had left
the town to enjoy the gardens {= for holidays) and there was
hardly any one (of note) left. I took upon myself o wait
patiently, for there is no better physician than ‘Time', and far
be it from me (=1 took carc not) to mention anything of my
mission until I had acquired some friends and got informatiort
as to how I should approach these leaders. For, these mighty
men, their hearts are double-faced, their thoughts are not in
accordance with their appearance. And also among the Habamim
(learned men) of the town I saw disunion, they speak with abuse
of one ancther, scorch one anather with the heat of their words,

D U
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and the one would like to swallow the other alive. It is a great
shame (that this should be sn) in the eyes of the congregants,
anil woe to eyes that have to look ai such disgrace of the Torah
and Jearned men. TJooked at miy letters of authority as messenger
and found only one and no more, addressed to ‘the Habam",
1 asked where the Rosbh-Beth-Din or Diyan lived, and they
answered and said: There is no such great man here, we have
no Habam. 1 said to myself, if that be so and I have no other
letters to great and learned men with me, I might be injuring
my canse more or Jess by delivering the one letter 1o either one
or the other of the learned men. I shall keep it, and indeed
it was a good thought given me by God, as this certain
Haham (namely Isaac Nicto) had made enemies of the Dayanim
and the leaders of his congregation, and Praise be unto the
Lord who has not forsaken me in his mercy and helped me
to find favour in the eyes of a few friends. Tirst of all wilt
I mention (among them) fthe Zearned Rabli Isaac del Vali and
Si(gnor) Pinehas Gomes Serra.  There was also the great
scholar  Rebdr  Jacod Kimhii, son of R. Samucl Kimhi of
Constantinople, and the learned R. HHajjim Albahali, and 1
made friends with them. They all said that, with regard to my
mission, it would be necessary ta call the ‘ great Mahamad', and
it was usual to convene this meeting at the beginning of the
winter.  Already {the previous essenger) R. Massuad Bonan
was obliged to wait here many months until the time of such
meeting, ‘and we do not know what 10 da, but if you wilt listen
to our advice, go and see Si{gnor) Joseph Salvador, onc of the
Parpassim, who has gene to ane of the watering-places, who
is of a clear mind (a2 clever man), and what he says that is
generally done, for he is a powerful man. When this Joseph
returns home, if you will, with God's Help, 6nd favour in his
cyes, he will not rest until he carrics your matter through
successfully.  When Si(gnor) Joseph Salvador came home I went
to see him and noticed that he was of a clear mind and pure
without any bad {qualities), and 1 pleaded my causc and the
ubject of my misston in nice language and with sound arguments.
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He avswered me, ¢ You know that in this land nothing is done
except with the consent of the majority, it might, however, be
ta your advantage if you were to see Signor Franco and Signor
Mendez, they may be of assistance to you,’ and then I left him.
This man is very rich and infuential; he arranged a meeting
of the Elders, which I attended. Thc other Parnassim wanted
to get rid of me without giving anything, but he waived to me
with his hand, as if to say that I should not worry, he being
on my side. I left the meeting, but he persisted and did not
budge until he succeeded to arrange that an extraordinary general
mecting should be called, and 1he end of it was, that everything
went well and was decided favourably at the general meecting.
Afterwards, through the intervention of Signor Francos, it was,
with the Help of God, decided that Signar Pinehas Gomes-Serra
and Signor Joseph b. Abraham FFrancos should make a ecllection
among the Yehidim.  After 1his was done came 2 letter from the
English  Ambassador at Constantinople recommending me 1o
Signor Francos. Had this letier arrived earlier it would have
made a great difference to my cause, but, even 50, it was a great
honour to me in the eyes of the Yehidim (members). Among
the friends I made in London 1 will mention the Hazan David
Castra, who has a great influence in the community, may God
pay bim for his kindness to me. He took me in London toa
great building called the Tower (™). ‘I'bere I saw lions and
an eagle 100 years old, an Indian cat as big as a dog, another
cat which was some cross-breed of x strange animal, also various
other heasts which had to be chained down by iron chains.
I also saw there a hall which muost have been, perhaps, 5o yards
long or more, divided into different compartments hung all
raund with fire-tubes (rifles) and all sorts of weapens beautifully
arranged as if it were one wall and doors opening out of it
Similarly there were on all the sides {(of the hally and even from
the toof, hanging down thousands and tens of thousunds of
different weapons beautifully arranged according 1o class, art,
and beight, I saw, further, statues of all the Ilnglish kings made
of iron, on iron horses, and looking at them they scem 1o you
U2
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really alive, There arc also armours in Lhe greatest variety, all
in proper order, various kinds of guns and cannons captured fram
their enemies during the whole time that England exists. Vesscls
of all kinds and shapes, some transparent, some especially high
(are also there), and in one room there is a small partilion of
iron bars inside of which we were shown the Royal crown and
jewels sparkling in different magnificent colours, the golden cup
out of which the King is anointed, and other royal trcasures of
precious siones. All these has seen my eye, wondering and
joyful in the thought that if He gives such rewards to non-Jews,
how much greater will be the glory of His People in times to
come, when the remnants of Israel will seec the Messialt of God
shining forth and giving light like the light of the Sun, crowned
with the most holy seven crowns. In London 1 preached on
Sabbath . . .

*Zammuz 28, Monday of the week ‘Debarim’ (first portion
of Deuteronomy} we left London and arrived at Dover, a non-
Jewish town (= where no Jews live), on Tuesday after midnight.

‘Zammuz 29. Tuesday of * Debarim’ we left Dover by boat
and arnived at Calais, a non-Jewish town in the kingdom of
France, on the same day towards evening and I remained there,
at Calais, for several days until the post-chaise left for Paris.”. . .

To /@R, IX, 1 and 2, p. 117, note r1.
Azulai in 2w Swm, ed. Livorno, p. 16 b, relates that he told
the people of Amsterdam :
wopn &b owmaym oxvopd b o2by T e vmexn
‘Il you will say that the times are hard, why do you nct say
so where comedies and pleasures are in question.’

Responsa of Rabbi Zewi Hirsch Lewin.

The Beth-Hamidrash in London has three manuscripts con-
taining Responsa and Talmudic Notes by R. Zevi Hirsch. Owing
ta circumstances over which I had na control T was not able
to go througb these volumes before the first part of this work
was printed. The manuscripts are Nos. 24, 25, and 26 according



ADDITIONAL NOTES AND CORRECTIONS 285

to the numbers in Ncubauer's Catalogue of the Hebrew Manu-
Seripls in the fews' College, London, Oxford, 1886.

MS. No. 24 contains for the most part Responsa and Notes
by R. Zevi Hirsch's father, R. Aryeh Leb of Amsterdam. On
the fly-leaf is the title :

nada serrm mam nde S=p
The first note by R. Zevi Iirsch is on p. 22 b, middle,
57 5 s w3 Sie wan v pth

Page 35b. ‘The question mentioned abave in additional
notes to R. Arych Leb relating 1o the blessing of owta:
by 25 ebwa umy A wsn P 17y 1YANN DB PR3 DI
nsn 85 571 pmnasn Sam pmea o xma Thyn annans
WY NI juam o by osmamiorn o owa Mpaw gx pin
.. 05y 5N Exma an avaa
(Iollows R. Aryeh Leb's answer.)

Page 49a and b have two responsa by R. Z. H. addressed (o
vv o RS 5w and signed wva vax pTa, &c.

Page 64a. Responsum ta Rahbj Reuben of Warburg.
77 b7y IRT AT 2TMen 39A han Sy mava s o
PENT Mem AT pomionn 3ab 5 ama ped onormagm pTp
2”a0b byt
The Responsum is signed on page 66a:
MNINW A w L A"y PR pTb MR o 173 pawrmabtn
2307 OPBY A3 anwy npa bt wnan owa ntR Yy e

Page 77a. Responsa by R. Solomon Hirschel (son of
R. Z. H.)

225 9'opn SN 1™y amanxa P 317 mawn “mpnyn

Page 78a: 97opn Sbx 977 xwebs p7 3% 2m0 maen
signed on p. 78 b.
Wb P Syt v Ay snta b P NE NE TRD
TP
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Page g1a. Signature of R. Z. Hirsch:
225 %0 bibx n% powaadba oa s ptn

MS. No. 25 contains maostly short notes by R. Zevi Hirsch,
mostly marked nsth, in some places i“',!':' ;1‘.31‘;. ‘There are
also several loose slips in the book marked similarly. One of
these reads: nAmY {23 pnaw  NnowA o5, < Forgellnlness
increases as the time passes’. There are only three Responsa
in this manuscript, one to R. Mordecai Banet of Nikolshurg, the
other to his uncle R. Jacob Emden, and one to R. Juda Lcb
of Posen, Rabbi in Wusterhausen.

Page 85 a.
mpon ars Sy mavbpup oyixa AW IS navnw W
A5 O 7> NRN S pano
Page 125a.
pams W pay n'Es e 390 1™ o 89 mbses v mbae
NP PUNRTID Y NBI YRR wTann nTh ;'51: nren N
Page r27a.
L n s nawen b R0
a3 aman b e e opnpnh e
Page 134 a.
LD 0TI 25 NI B a%AD aanen Y noaw
L[5 wrom apapir no il
The most important is MS. No. 26, consisting of rG4 pages.
There are likewise notes marked 13, but 1he chief contents are
Responsa by R. Zevi Hirsch.
Page 5a.
WA 13T AN I enan owa vy ba nana S7a b
coa 23 571 95eb Aep Sya amn mana obids
Page ga {middle) apparently written in Berlin.
LN B ~ i YA+ s Sese oy Mn a0 13:'? G B o N To i B s [ 2 W
L.mzD aeon pees ()pe. In the same Responsum he
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mentions that at one time in the year 1741 he lost all his
possessions by fire while living in Zlatova. nIw INp ER nvamn
a5 mesh pp momia wsb 4 mew Sz oo nays LSar Nn
M2 Mron A%pa ;YR Oy Dex p Yooe San b awea
QUNAR 0PI oYM ATanm DT vMana any AW Np b
TR N3 IR sy 1 b R st nn e b nba
Svompn meyd eenn a5 oD prm P AN oponnt

V. NID

Page 18a. Responsum to Rabbi Abraham Levi of {Briesen ?),
wilh reference 10 a dispute this Rabbt had with his congregalion
on account of a divorce case which the Rabbi had declared
illegal, but the woman’s friends had obilained a decision from the
Rabbi of FHanover allowing her to re marry. R Zevi refers to
letters written in this matter by his brother R. Saul of Amsterdam
and by the Rabhi of Cassel. The Responsum was obviously
written in Berlin when R. Zevi was already old and feeble. The
letter begins: Dyn KU N nady s obwn Nan 7T N
sex v omeb Sy ora A e s ey e Sinb tew
DA A DI DA D3 TP MM 133 T 3 oy paan b buaow
mb1 x5 nn pams wnanke Smb s wnaw 131 mSes mbem
JNA PR hany A phwa ey bt nena b o) wnd
o3 mnsd Pay nToym pNn oed. With real tact R. Zevi
admonishes R. Abraham 1o take the first step in restoring order
and peace in his congregation, while in a letter which he sends
to the congregation {pages 18 b—1ga) he warns the leaders 10
take care not to hurt the honour of their Rabbi and thus bring
disgrace 1o the Representative of the Torah in their midst. He
says: My mrad nmna mazb ond maun Sow oy A ang

... 05w prd nwant o 5o

Page 20h. Responsum concerning a young widow (Rpaw
17*am) in which is mentioned a decision by R. Joseph Steinhart
of Fiirth. He signs: wammb nEym vy S Jmewn Mpn oo

.2"25 p™pn amon 1 "a pbna PP Mo ohnn ok
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Page 35a. Questions, unfortunately with neither signature
nor date, by a Sephardi Rabbi, probably the Haham in Landon,
who excuses himself not having answered R. Zevi Hirsch’s letter
at once, but he had senL an acknowledgment personally through
his brother Jacob. Follows a Responsum, closing with the words :
weabea parem (37 2wana o mean 9 Sy a1 e wam

NPT Y3 51-‘ SR YEED DNNY N30 A 9 N

Page 4o0a (middle) we find notes to Azulai's ooin o

WA OWET BN D nya aab pN pnwnn napn) 2%y A oA
Se'D L2y N7 A Srb nNan awnn swen oEn oApn b
9200 mbn ANs aran |, (Mbup YA Uma AN, AR ANSIA
A7 int B 1 ! wbn “he ana wom A"DpRR DWbN 1 P vene
an Sy oA m a'chnn miea mas ban pwen eb vnw 8T o
YO o Y o 23 anae ooy 57 fava Sw o pra
YI2T A wEn Py anan S oy 57 Yaxnan webn e g
w Samar m3 Aot wan Tebn on gt w vby onmy mapa
WP P ANEE DM AANTY RMINa 305 S nan vedn
wen sbx nbana R INE ans Ry oM wena gbs nN
A8y 15 g7 Ay v AT ™ o

“aomaen Sya vaNan noftomma (ATY "R g1 ph) ‘3 oas
(9 "y ) "y AT epbT o Amm S jpn aen it Tebn
o et fmr 9p M2 3py ran webn An e a0 ‘A s
Ty ans 'y &S 971 @)D A 2 D i nNd

40b

m3T AP N'AR TTANOM AT aep W ttebn v afml awam
NS RT3 A0 WYY MM WNEA Sya Awpe mmena awam Ven
~93@ YA NP R0 mems 10an S yrpbn Mhw qTon anaw
o3 59 fnor w2t i Dl TR pnn AR MR AN b
YA BN 1TINTN DI MY 35 37NY ,nTH T N e
MYRNa TIA YR 'R 303 {3y 1Ty a) 2y "> /72 by on
27aRN WBER PR 37N ba"pan owp ovY nxed avp Ma v
9"wb A pYaoan Sy muaen awy v 201 10 S ovman oa
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D7 & ax waan S 1 jUY3 DB MN2 In3 Dy, B3 2009
039 aw vy w133 ontaw yar wn Sy e 3 M
D [N anz &% 4o 35 Y52 waaa Azna nvwena Sy oaon T
om0 5 s 3T e N Ty 51 o™n
£ o aame ap Sow an aex mabtnb neases mmena naam
AT Ap pfvp 5™ 3 ma o™i

NWIY DWARY whaen N 27A0n5 w3 Y naen TS YD b
MM e ke e 5 pby Mo paan ha awwy aoeni
TWEN 87YNY 272 07an o oM 8MDIM3 P oW oaniy
w2 onn oea s S my An |a0w 5 ptxan s T e N
"M T "o np FMp M2 12 DTAAR “apana 3 Aen 12 R T
MIaT % B poxd ANTG (o 3P D3 b D73 NI M IRON
A0 Yrebn e axasy 18 phaw Man e 390 M Yy e
TP WD M PRI M3 LAEH N MIIP dYaanT mow »'n
23D 2% St yrndbn o jop pasna

Page 42a. Responsum to a question of 120y, dated T.ondon,
Sunday, 26th of Heshvan, 5524 = 1763.

16id.  Introduction to his notes, in which he explains that
it is necessary for a Rabbi to make notes on every question that
occurs to him in daily life, so that the Ame-Ha’arez should not
consider him ignorant on account of his hesitating with a reply.

Page g7b. Letter to R. Judah Leb, Rabbi of Halbersiadt,
concerning a casc of V20 NP,

Page 61 b. Question by the Rabbi of Schwernin, signed on
pP. 644, as follows: nay nan Ya payni p°p N3 DRAM amaan
. opbe b e a2y pTsb a"mpn ovwm prhy Smnm Sww
(Rabbi Zevi Hirsch Mirels of London, who was Rabbi of Schwerin
from 1770 till 1790, was the son of R. Aaron Mirels of London,
of whom, however, we have no trace in London records so far.
R. Aaron was son of R. Meshulam Zalman Mirels of Hamburg,
father-in-law of Haham Zevi (cp. Year-Book, byawwn, vol. 2, p. 211).
Rabbi Zevi Hirsch Lewin calls him * my cousin' (3") on p. 64 b
of our manuseript {cp. /£, vol. VIII, p. 608; Brana in Gutimann-
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Festsehrift, p. 246, and the literature given there). Mirels was
before his election in Schwerin Rabbi in Wreschen (Posen.
Cp. Roest Calalogue, pp. 25, 139, 203, 335).

Page 65b. Letter on the same question {rom Elir of Poscn,

Rabbi in Lanzburg (Landsberg), who addresses R. Zevi irsch
as his teacher.

Page 67b. Responsum of R. Z. FI. to the above lectters
dated Berlin, 14th of Shevat of the same year. Page 67 has also
a short index for pp. 1—42.

Page 68a. To a certain R, Israel, in which he complains
that owing to overwork and failing health he had no time to go
into the guestion put before him as deeply as he should have
liked to: wx3 b e 85 35 qun von paa Mo

Page 70b. Answer to a question by one of his sons (probably
R. Saul): v sbsn jon =3 wsb 11 o

Page 71 b deals with a case of marriage in London.

Page 73a likewise discusses a similar question which came
before him while officiating in London.

Page y52. Question by R, Juda Leb Eger (of Halberstadt)
to R. Z. H. in Berlin 10 which the latter’s responsc an p. 76a.

Page 77 b. Answer to his son.
Pages 78-82. Notes on various subjects.

Page 83a. Question addressed to him in Londou concerning
the custom of baking tarts and onielettes on Passover in pewter
dishes, which were in use all the year round. Date 1758,
PRBEE POINDD PENRY M p"sb v'mpn Mos 1 n3vpa ndsw
POISEA PEAE Y en nu 5y ‘1 ASowe S S megpa
N3 FER) DEY ARG D MNd NN {DUICY MTIPER TN jNwE
oW bun MND o oo pEs PR DT WY Aepn
pyan powmw o7 ban 53 1a pam ban pnd pwn w Twe2a
e ox 33355 awes w53 b abha mwp awsar Ll mnd
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NN D2 Awana hann P Aosd Hrnenk jamaa Syarb mma
B N s I A N e

Page 84a cited a Responsum by his brother-in-law Rabbi
Sau! Halevy of the Hague—and page 84 b, a Responsum by his
brother R. Saul of Amsterdam (1728 a0 "0 17y 2wny a0
3 DTmnene pIPT 77aN N0 R 7Y boawmw ;N p%pn).

Page S5a. Another letter by R. Saul [alevy followed by
Talmudic notes until page 92, middle, where we find a decision
about raisin-wine, whether it can be used like ordinary wine and
the same blessing said before partaking of it.

b awean a2 nys adema nanw nra ooy opeey i A
ey whp papab paen wnas Sy ma7a nund mowea 2 M
N PP 9TanA o o aamed ama w5 57 pan awcpr paw
ma0m 57 nson awon nN o eme 85N iy &b ane praoa Nand
3™ 15y 7135 aawm axmna Y oYaysy MY wna 273 15 W
AU M3 IR AN TR MR N2

Page 93a. Rabbi Hirschel declares that if a Sefer Torah
falls down only the one who dropped it has to fast, but nat all
onlookers, as is the custom in many congregations : he had found
no foundation for this custom in the codes.

S oax Ao A vzo “weaws maynnd ohwa ww an
kb Bx 3 nyp oo uxys &S D amant Shy e e
.. AP0 D D NP3 EE 1o o

Pages 117 b-1252. letters from and to his brother R. Saul
and his brother-in-law, the Rabbi of the Hague,

Page 128.  Letter from Rahbi Meir Posner of S. (a congrega-
tion in Poland).
PSP SR N2 AT A nxep b Jeon naiea nan
s (O ampsn Aray P L L DT NTTD weadt s moepn
LB ETPI ANAR TIna TEn Pt oemTtn fney 27N an
Page 14ui.  TLetter from a Rabbi Samson b, Zelke in Br .. .
concermng a certain lenle Peiersdorf of London, who bought
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in 1738 a gold watch from Gerson Goldsticker of Br .. (the
writer’s congregation) and gave him a bill for the same. Rabbi
Samson now asks the Rabbi of London to help the said Gerson,
who is now an old ian, to obtain payment of the said bill.
Answer of R. Z. H. on same page, which is followed by anather
letter of Rabbi Samson on p. 141 b.

Pages t42a-144b. Letiers from and to Rabbi Juda Leb
Eger of Halberstadt.

Page 14Sb. Letter from Munster b. Nahum, the Levite, to
bis teacher, R. Zevi Hirsch, his son Rabbi Saul, and son-in-law
R. Meir.

Page 1501 (middic). Question from Rabbi Isachar Ber b.
Herz of Dessau to R. Z. H.

Page 1sra. Letter from R.Z. H. to his rclative R. Meir
(Posner), and the important Responsa of Rabbi Saul of Amsterdam
and Rabbi Zevi Hirsch, while Rabbi of London, with reference
to the fish called ‘turbot’, whether it may be eaten by Jews.
R. Zevi decides in the affirmative, and bases his decision upon
documents by the Beth-Din of Venice. The Responsa are too
lengthy for publication in this place ; the Venice documents read
as follows. (It appears that in Amsterdam the fish was regarded
as MDR; p. 151a we read: W TN AN'NOPI 30 A1 51’
noevn' DD MEpnn 1583 DR 12).

Page 155a.
nyn v anoe

xp™ ernd Swmwna BRY 3 wMeA3 o R mm o
Yy M N0 OReba NP IR NN wWe D e noea
v ooyz UED 1YOR) wbva mmna Samm xapy whotoa ex
AN o oneee ma peeb o 55 g ubsx amn mn ewa
5 ‘3 on ovn IR ohow NpY NIDILYNPI DIEN 2 D1 ANen
a3y "0 TEn ovdda 3y A ep wnar &b ew penws wand
s Sxnmxo
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NI PP Siman 973 nsyp

vy mdbon naera wa oinn Sp owan vow oven
1"y53 Samn Npan ah “howe Sxmer w3 By M pstr vpa o KT
NTMOLN I DVNDD ANPHI O] NTDOR WRT 183 1213 DN
Y DepEpA Meom BN 1mbya AR 1Y DATaND 0T P
TP N2 WHY PPNG AERR ANRANY MEa Nrn e PN Dea
2725 San1 N AR AN 1A MM A3 B0 B M oan ova
TINTINDND P13 5% b IDDYND MWEN 372 Py
w5a 3 vea 9973 m apy P woR nwn "2 andy

501 51 (2) p"rs A3 wx orhan 5990 b2 1w 3w s
Ba man 378 peEatpn 1MAN TN MAND T pEe N
553 papa D
exaeds M1 a7 by abo anthr s mpa b anbe
57 ogama nop A paa M oo
Interesting js that, following upon this decision of their Rabbi
that *turbol’ is a kasher fish, some members of the congregation

applied his permission not anly to turbot but aiso to cels.

Page t562. We find a letter from R. Juda of Halberstadt
asking R. Zevi I1irsch whether it was really true that he allowed
the cating of ecls, and if so would he kindly let him know upon
what paragraph of the codes he had based this decision. The
Rabbi naturally explained that turbots arc not eels. R. Juda
writes :
wibza ermd ned M Nz D NN PN Y I amn
RO " Ppn aTa 5" na 11'1‘95 NI N 370 May wmn
DU o s T 7 7 BRam s wmina pypr wnnd nbe oen
pD 521 "1 pARd anaw mn My Sxawr nwian Y53 o 13
(roxx &P 3an) aPw mAw ob Pmam 33 e an neeA
MNTD AR 2270 5N ADTR IaRYA NN AN L L . ..
9" wrtb Ao T aEpR I 1oy oo AN §RAT 0o pnb

LNBEAISKAD TN pa Tpn b 1w s %
The response to this letter extends from rz6b to 158b, on
which page we find a question by one of the Rabbi’s sons and
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answer to the same (referring to pickled nuts). This is followed
on p. 162b by the letter of R. Leb Norden to Rabbi Saul,
printed above, pp. 279~81, which is the end of the manuscript.

To the list of works by R. Z. H. are to be added: Notes to
Mishna, edited by Rabbi Michelsohn, under the title 27 Naw
(Piotrkow, 1907), and in the book 81 5 by Juda of Glogau
(Fiirth, 1775), a pupil of R, Zevi Hirschel, several expositions
on Talmudic passages are printed {pp. 192, 302, 42 a).

Prof. M. Bsann has called my attention to an approbation
by R. Z. H. to the book a%yp " by Isaac Israeli, Rerlin, 1977
(cp. p- 57). According to Praf, Simonsen R. Zevi I{irsch had
a fourth daughter Zipporab Frade, married 10 Meyer Israel Meyer
of the family ‘Hausen’ in Altona. Three daughters of this
couple were married in Copenhagen, one of these, Dina FHenriques,
was Prol. Simonsen's great-nunt (ep. 7idsshrift f. Jodisk Lit, og
HAisz, 1, p. 181). The conundrum as to how R. Zevi Hirsch
went to Piemonte (cp. p. 45 [38c]) is solved by the same scholar,
who referred me to the book 37 Ny already mentioned, where
it is made clear that we bhave to read Pyrmont ane=ma, a small
watering-place in Germany.

Page 76 (JQR., X, 447), note 65. DMr. S. Secligmann of
Amsterdam called my attenlion to Abraham Nancy’s book by
n2mn, London, 1785, 8vo., mentioned by Schechter, Studies in
Judaism, 1, p. 372, and by me in JHSE. trans, VII, p. 288
Abr. Nancy also wrote a dedication-poem ‘Tofzang’ (Cat. Almanzi,
No. a552) while he was (for sixteen years) tuator in the house of
Tabias Boas at the Hague, who was a great admirer of the Bal-
Shem Samuel Falk. He is called there Abraham Solomon
Nazrg (cp. S. Seeligmann, Hef geestelijl leven . . . te’s Graveniage,
1914, p 12; also Steinschneider, *Jiilische Arzte’ in ZfHB.,
vol, XVII, pp. 68-98; Zeitlin, Bibl. Hebr. Post-Mendelssohniana,
s.o. Nantisch, p. 249).

Page 8o (451). The house ‘Zum Griinen Schild’ occurs
already in a list of houses of the years 1535—40 In J. Kracaucr's
Geschichte der Judengasse Frankfurt a/df., p. 153 (S. Seeligm.),
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Page 82 (453). About Isaac Sinzheim, his son Zalman and
the family generally ep. now \Wachstein, fuschriften des alten
Sudenfricdhofes in 1Vien (1917), vol. 11, pp. 397 -400. (8. Seeligm.),

Page 135 (506). 'The full title of Peppercorn’s book is: Z7e
Laws of the Hebrews relating to the Poor and Strangers, wuritten
in Hebrewo in the r2th Century by the celebrated Rabdi M. dlar-
monides, London, Peclham Richardsons, 23 Cornhill, 1838. My
copy formerly belanged to a Mr. Williams Simpson and has his
book-plate. He miay bhe identical with the Mr. Simpson men-
tioned on this page.

Page 148 (5r9).  About Solomon Bennett ep. now 8. Kirch-
stein’s _fridische Graphiker, Berlin, 1918, pp. 15-27 ; also Zeitlin,
2206l Heby, Post-denacts., pp. 26-7 ; Graber, m=spn v 03, 1,
112 28.

CORRECTIONS.

Page s, line 2 from botlom : for g51 7zead 511,

Page 8, 1. 1: for “abour june’ read ‘about May’.

Page 48, line 6: for ‘whose wife was R. Frankel's first wile’
read * whose daugiter was Rabbi Frankel's first wife

Page 152 (X, p. 523), line 4: for 1827 read 1832.
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— — 20 ndaw, 4, 6o, 74-6.

— — "3y RSy azs.

— R. BMeshullaim Zalman b. Jaceb,
Rabbi of the Hambro.Syna-
gogue, 75-8, 84, 93, 95, 106,

Emmmerich, Abraham of Frankfurt,
104.

Fulenburg, R. Jaceb, 60.

Eybenschiitz, R, Jonathan, 4, 6, 33,
34 76, Bt.

74-8,

F.
Falk. R. Jacob of Frankfurt.-a -Bl.,

(i

Falk, Samucl (Bal-Shem of London),
76, 93, 97. 104, 204

Fanto, R. Levi, Dayyan in Prague,
107-8, 239.

Festivals, lack of observance of], 13.

Four-Lands Synads, 58.

Fracnkel, David, Rabbi in Berlin,

20,

— Elijah b. Nafiali Rirsch, Parnass
in Halberstadt, 28

— R Jaseph )Jonas, Chief Rabbi in
Breslau, 48.

Francos, Joseph b. Abraham, 283.

Frankel, Ludwig August, fuschriften
grs alt, jid, Friedhofes in YWien,

2,
Frankfurt-am-Main, 3, 50, 79, 80,
103, 117, 223, 254.
Franklin, Abraham, 123,
— Arcthur, 717.
— Benjamin Walf, 74, 123.
— Dr. Isaac, of Manchester, 123,
Frankiin Famidy, Records of, 17,
Fricdlander, David, 41,
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Friesenhausen, R. David b. Meir,

51' -
Fiinn, S. )., Aigah Ncwanal, 46.

G.

Gaster, M., Flistory of the Aucient
Synagogue, Bruis Marks, 8,

374.
Gcigcz'? Abraham, Zestschrif?, 38,
Gentiles, 15, 18, 19.

Germany, 25.

Gicssen, Abraham of, 143, 233, 243,

248.

Ginzburg, R. Der, son-in-law of R.
Zevi Hirsch, 36.

Glasgew, 136.

Gleim (poet), 38.

Glagan, 3. 5, 6, §9

Gnesen ( Posen), 1ar.

Golde, wile of R. Zevi Hirsch Lewin,

5 57
Goldcnberg, Ber, 18,
Goldschinid, Aaron, 74, 93, 106, 116,
220, 923, 235,
— Abraham, r0.
— Asher, 149.
— Benjamin, 149.
— Sir Isaac Lyon, 118.
Gomes-Scrra Pinchas, 282, 283.
Gractz, Heinrich, q5.
Great Synagoguie, ». Synagogucs
Greenwich, 118,
Grunwald, M., g3, 106.
Guildford, 118,
Gumbinnen, Jonah Reich of, 150.

H.

Haas, Hirsch, of Frankfurt-2.-8L.,
105,

— Leb, of Frankfurt-a -M., 105.

— Lima b. Zalman, 105, 245.

Habdalah service, 16, 275, 283.

Hague, The, 130.

Haham Zevi Ashkenazi, 5, 40, 6o,
106, 276, 238,

Halberstadt, 28, 33, 513, 2Bg.

— Samuel, 2g.

Halevy, R. Saul, Chiel Rabbi of
The Hague, 60, agt.

Ialfan, R. Bendit b. Leb, of Amster-
dam, 87,

Hawmaggid, 23, 55.

Hombro Synagogue, v. Synagogues.

Hamburg, 75, £54, 218,

Flancasseph, 44, 35

»
-
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Hanau, R. lsaac of, 2a.

llanoch, R. Zundel. of Jerusalem,
Dayyan in Iondon, 118,

Hanover, R. David, 107.

— R. Meir, 106, 219, 222.

ITanuccah, Sang far, 6¢.

Hart, R. Uri Phoehusch. 2.

— Moscs, founder of 1the Great
Synagogue, o8.

Haskarah {memorial-prayer), 11,

Hawkes, Rev, Henry, 155.

Hayyim b. Jona Sabi. 45.

Hayyim (in London), 1023, 337,

1ebra Kadisha, 375.

Hebr, Bibliographic by M,
schneider, 62, g1, g92.

Hebrew Letters and Dacuments to
and by R. Tevele Schiff, Ap-
pendix V, 157-217; translation
1-1X, Appendix VI, 219-33.

Heidenheim, Woll, AMf«lizor, 114.

Heine, Salomon, 136,

Heitzleld (Heidingsfeid), R. Leb of,

Stein-

2Q.
Helman, R. Samuel, of Mannheim,
KES
Henriquez, 4. S. Q., 93, 1t9.
Herem (cxcommunicationj, 42, 142,

143.

Heschele, R. of Cracow, 3. 4, 9.

Hildesheim, 20.

Hille] {Tanaite). 8.

Hirschell, R. Solomon, 56, 57, t12.

Eleciion in London, 114.
Lctters of, 123 V.
Polemice with non- Jews, 129,
Canlroversies, 149 1T,
Family, 150.
Funeral, 155.
Estate, 156.
Responsa, 285.
Children :
Ephraim, 150, 152,
Fegele, 153-4.
David Tevele, i50, 153
Saul, 150, 152.
Shendel, £53.
Zevi Hirsch, 130, 182.

Holland, 103, 117, 120, 234.

Holleschau, Moses, gt.

Hommel, Jacob & Co., of Frank-
furt, 104, 243.

Horowitz, Dr. M., Frankfurter Grab-
schatfien, =21, 79, 92, 104, 105}
Frankfuvier Rabbinen, 1-1V, 29,
79, 88, g2, 104, 110,

— R.al’hinchas, of Fraunkfurt-a,-M.,
48.

Hungary, 117

INDEX

L
Ipswich, 136,
Isaac, Nathan b. David Tevele b. R,
Zevi Hirseh, 58.
— R. di Molina, 44.
— Rahbi of [Hanau, 20.
Isachar Berisch, Rabbi of Hanover,

32,

Isaiah, Rabbi Pick, v, Pick.

lalic, E., Geschizdestis d. Isr. Gem,
te Rotlerdan:, 274.

Italy, 103.

l1zig, Daniel, of Berling 471.

A
Jazab b. Eliezer, Dayyan in London,

94.

— Emden, v. Emden.

— Rabhbi, b, R. Hirsch Pintschow
ol Greditz (Gractzj, 20.

— Kimchi, 3, 279.

— of Lublin, father of R. Heschele
Cracow, 6o,

— Norden, 7. Norden.

-— Moses b. Saut, 30, 57.

— Rabbi-Weil of Regensburg, 3.

Jafle, 1saac, son of Dauicl, friend ol
Mendelssohn, 4t.

Jamaica, 117, 134.

Jebuda Hanassi, Rabbi. 19.

Jekutiel-Zalman Epstein, Dayyan in
Lemberg, 27s.

Jerscy, 137.

Jeschurnn (Kobak's), 55s.

Jewesh Quarterly Review, 114, 15T,

— Chronicle, 148.

— Historical Exitibition Papers, 43.

Jezer Hara, 52, 53.

Jobanan, umcle of Aaron
schmid, 74.

Joseph I, Emperor of Austria, 39, 40.

— Hazaddik, b. Phinchas, Rabbi of
Posen, 249.

— Lazarus = ‘Laze of Hamburg’®,
75-17.

— Samucl, 149.

Josephs, Michael = Meyer Joseph =
Meyer Konigsberg, 46, 73.

— Semcl, so.

Juda Leb b. Aaron Moscs, Dayyan
in London, 119.

~— — Rabbi., b. R. Efraim Anshel,
Rabbi in Londen, 1, a74.

Gold-

K.

Kaempf, Dr., Rabbi of Prague, z0.
Kahira (Kara), Simon, 57.
Xann, Jacob, 105, 248.
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Kann, Modl, 103, 2.48.
Kautmann, Prol. David, 48, 9=, 100,

10,

— R. Moses Jekuticel, 60

Keyzer, Abraham, riz, 261, 263.

— Amshel, 149.

— lsaac, 112, 260-3.

— Lazar, 112, 149, 260-3.

~— Solomon, 112, 260-3.

Kiddush (2173%D), 134-

Kik, Jacob b. Mendele of Hamburg,
106, 220, 223.

Kimhi, Jacob. 9, 279.

Kingston, Jamnaica. 134.

Kirehstein, S., fud. Graphiker, 295.

Koenigsherg, Rebecen, wife of R.
Salomon Hirschell, 113, 150.

Kobhut, A, (Aruk®, 57.

Krauss, S5.. Falmudrsche Archoeo-
logie, 28.

Kroclimal, R. Mendel, Chicf Rabbi
of Maravia, 59.

Kulpa, [., of Frankfurt-a-bM., 105,
26,

— Henle, of Frankfurt-a.-M., 249,

[,

Landau, R. Ezekiel of Prague, g0,
43, 51, 87, 340

— his rabbinieal letter, 36.

Landsberg, R. Walf, 44.

Landshut, Toledoth Aushe Shem, s,
6, 23. 30, 35, 43 )

Lawrcnee, Mr., of Kingston, Jamaica,

134.

Laze levi of Hamburg = Lazarus
Jascph, 75-7.

Lemberg, 3. 141, 154, 275.

Lehmann. Behrend of Haaover, 93-

— Cosman b. Herz, g3.

Lehren, Akiba, 13a.

— Hirseh, 132.

Leshon Zohab by R. Tevcle Schifl,
109-10.

Letters, opening of, on Sabbath, 14.

Levi, R. Lemmil of Glogau, 6.

— Judal, 34.

— David, linguist, g8.

Levy. Benjamin, g8, og.

— Elias, 8.

— Judith, g8, g9.

— Mathias, 148.

Lewin, L., Gesch. o, _fudess yn Lissa,

153, 249. .
Libermann, R. Eliezer, Dayyan in
London, 31, 94.
Lissa, R. David Horochow, Rabbi
W, 51, 240
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Lissa, R Aaron, Dayyanin London,
B, 18,

Lisser, R. Eliezer b. Uri, 110,

Liverpaool, 136.

Livorno, 234, 242.

Loewenstein, Dr. Leop., 35, 79, 87.

London lews, 94, 97

— communal erganization, ¢5.

—— business connexions, 103.

-— anglhcized names, tar.

Luria, R. Selomon. 3.

Lwow, R. Moses { = Lemberger),
Rabbi tn Nikolsburg, 19.

Lyon Hart, ». Zevi Hirsch Lewin.

Lyons, Warden in Kingston, 134.

M.

Blaas, R Nathan, Rosh-Beth-Din of
Frankfurt-a..d., 83, 87, 9a.

Maimonides, 24.

— s Guide of the Perpleved, a3, 56.
T00.

Manchesler, 136.

Mannheim, 33.

Manuscripts, . Adler. E N.

— BeW-Hamidrash, Nos. 2., 2§, 26,
pp. 275-95.

Marks, David, Rabbi of Bordcaux,

141,
Marrage, Jewish Law af, g6,
— -= trick, 97. 122,

Mate Sinzhemm, wife of R.

Schiff’, 8=.

May, Gumpil, 225.
Mcasphim. 25.
Mebo Hatahusa! {Samuel Hanagid's

introduction to the Talmud), 25.
Mcir, R, Cohen of Hanover, 20.

— R. of Padua, 3.
Meciscls. Rev. L. S., Paper on feivs in

Portsuontls. 11.

Meldaln, R. David b. Raphael, 56,

Meir

142,
— Rabbi Raphae) b. David, Iaham,
146.
Memor-banks, 101,
— Book of I¥%orrns, 111,
Memorials (Haskarah of—
Isaae: Michael Speyer, go.
Fradele Speyer, go-1.
R. Kalonymus Kalman Posen, ga.
Breiule Schifl, 8.
R. Tevele Schiff, re.
Mendelssohn, dascs, 2o, 37, ¢13.
— — Bible lransiation, 3%, 39, 56,

3.
Meshuliam  Zalman Ewmden, R., o,
Emden,
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Mesquita, Haham Mose Gomez, 274.

Michclsohn. 5, 21, 31, 35, 33, 116,
152, 20

Minutes of r‘hc Frankfurt Beth Din,
extracts from, 254-9.

Mirels, R. Zevi Hirsch, of London,
Rabbi in Sehwerin, 28g,

Mirjam, wife of R. Aryeh Leb of
Amsterdam, 4.

Missionaries, 129-32,

Mixed marriages, 3.

Muicpelr Jeksatiel, 41, 42, §3, §5-

Mizvot {(commandments], 24, 23.

Moller, R. Abrabham, of Bamberg, 20.

Montehare, Sir Moses, 133, 136.

Moses, A. L., 121,

— R. of Zolkiew, san-in-law eof
R Arych Lebh of Amsterdam,

— Hart founder of Great Syna-
gogue. g8.
Muday, Mr., of the Dorluguese

Medrash, 116.

Munk, Moses. of Frankfurt-a.-il,, 104,
"26 233,

Munsler, b. Nahum, pugjl 6f R. Zevi
Hirseh Lewin, 292,

Myers, Naphtali Hart, 88

— Muoses, Rabbi of FHambre Syna-
gogue, 114.

N.

Raitscha, d. of R. Aryeh Leb of
Amsierdam, wife of Moses of
Zolkiew, 6o.

Nancy (Nazig), R, Abraham, Dayyan
in London, 36, 94. 294.

Neuvbauer, Ad., 38.

— Catalogrec of MSS. of Buth Hajni-
drash, 55. 156, 283.

Neumegen {Holland), 117,

Newecastle, 137.

New York, 120, 133.

Nieto, Haham }saac, 8.

Nikalsburg, ajo.

Norden, Leb, 55, 278 -81.

— Jacob, Parpass in [andon, 113,

— Reuben, 278.

—— Zalman, 238,

Norwicli, 118,

Nunis-Vais, R. of Livorno, 88,

Nirnberg, 117.

0.

Ohadiah b. R. Barub (pseud.), 41.
Ofticial fuyctions, 97.
Oppecalhicimer, R. David, 48.

INDEX

Or Enayini, by S, Periel, 4B.
Or Hayashar, 3t.
Orders of. Service :

Far Consceration of New Syna-
gogue, 1838, 35; 1837, 55;
1855, 35-

— — — Greal Synngopue, 1967,
87-8, 98; r7g0, gb.

— -— — Portland St., 1853, 55.
For Fast Day 13th December,
1776, 78.

Funcral of R. Solomon Hirschel,

155.
Osvent Literatusblatt, 44, 47, 1.
Oslend, a49.
Oxford, 117.

P.

Palestine, position of Jews in, 13a.

— Collection for poor in, 133.

Paris, 141.

— Synhedrion of, 1807, 49.

Passaver, Song far, 63, 66, 70, 71.

— Laws of, 29a.

Passparts, Law regulating. 1o3.

Pavly, Carl Anton von, 49.

Pelham, Tlenry, Prime Minisier, 7.

Peppercorn, W., Laws of the {{chrcws
relating to the Poar and Stmuiger,

1354 295.
Perles, 1., Gesch, d. Juden 1n Pusen,

249.

Philosophy, religious, 23.

Picciotto, )., Sketches of Anglo-Jeiwish
Iistory, 98, ti1i, 113, 137, 137,

142,

Pick, R Isaiah (= R.Jeshaja Berlin),
8, 86. B

Picmonte \ Pyrmant). 45, 294.

Pinischow, R. Berz, §35, 6a. 275.

Plaiz, widow of Mosecs, 104, 232,
248.

Plymouth, 117, 137.

Polak, R. Isaac Elias, 112zan of Greal
Synagogue, 88, 1oz, 236, 237.

— R. Nahum Jesepls, 88.

Paland, 6, tag, 141, 153.

l"opcrs, R Jacob Celicn, of Frank.
furt-a.-d., 2g, 81,

Portsca, 137, 138,

Parismouth, 10, 11, 21, 136.

Posen, R. Kalonymus Kalman b,
Kalman, ga.

— R. Elia of, pupil of R. Zevi Hirsch
Lewin, 2g90.

Posen, 51, 117,

Post-Oflice, Lelter 1o, hy R. Sol,
Hirschell, 124-6.
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Powell, Colonct, 134.

Prague, 20, 51, 107, 108. 239.

Prayers, Reading of * Tal’, f Geshem?
and ' Neilah ', 36,

Prenzlau, 113.

Present Reyzn of Duke's Pluce Syuna-
gogue displayed, pamphlet by
Solomon Bennet, 144 T

Pressburg, R. Akiba Eger of, 20.

— Rabbi Meir Bacbi of, 30, 32.

— R, Leb, v. de Symons, L.

— Samuel, g2, 235.

Pulitz, R. Gershon, Chief Rabbi of
Maoravia, 108, 240,

R.

Rabhinate of Venice, 275, 276-

Rabbinie Law, g4.

Ramsgate, 150,

Rapaport, 5. L., Chief Rabbi of
Pragic, 46.

Raphacl, Rcv. Dr., 136.

Rapp, R. Moses, Dayyan in Frank-
furt-a.-M_, 2r.

Ravensberg, ncar Halbersiadt, aa.

Rawa, R. Michael of, son-in:law of
R. Sol. Hirschell, 153.

Rawitsch, 113.

Reading of the Law, 36.

Rcadmission af Jews in England, r.

Reform Synagogue, 143.

Reisel, d. aof R. Zevi Hlirseh Lewin,

Reis‘zz (Rzezsow, Galicia), 3, 236.

Rintel, Mayer Cohen (Shohel, 145,

Ritealgesrtze dev Juden, by R. Zevi
Hirsch, 38.

Romburg, 249.

Rosenbaum, Rev. M., 144.

Rathischild, Meir, g1, 225. 254-9.

— Messrs,, 133.

— Nathan Mayer, 116,

Rolterdam, Rabbinate of, 1, 107,
233, 334

— Jacoh, of Landon, 103, 228, 23

Rovigo, 275.

Russia, 124.

&

Sahbatai. Zevi, 4-

Subbiath Ohservance, 3.

Salary of R. Zevi Hirsch, ag. 36.

— — R. Tevcle Schiff, g5, 227, 238-

Salvador, Joseph, 282,

Samuc] Hanagid, Mobo Huotalnid,
as.
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Samuel, Dr., Molel in London,
120.

Sarah, wife of R, Isaac Halevy ef
Lemberg, 6o.

— d. of R. Zevi Hirsch, 30, 57.

Satanow, Isaac, Hebrew writer, 56,

57
Saul, R., bun R. Aryeh Leb, Chief
Rabbi of Amsterdam, 5, 3o,

14-8, 86, 88, 107, ri13, 154,
278-81, 287

— of Cracow, 2, 4.

—b. R. Zevi Hirsch, Rabbi in

Frankfurt-a.-0.. q; hiswill,zt-a;
tombstonc inscription, 93, 114-
Saul, R., Halevy of the Hague, 6q,

291.
Scarbarough, 118,
Scheyer, M,, of Frankfurt-a.-M.,

105.

Schiff, Breinle, wife of R, Tevele
5., B2, 109,

— R. David Tevele, 2, 29, 50, 51,
74,92, 113, 922, 223,

— — Sermons, 83 correspondence,
85 fl.; personal characteristies,
8a, 100; lilerary activity, 109-
10 ; tomhstone inscription and
memarials, 111, 260-3.

— Jacob H., 79.

— Mate Sinzheim, wile of R. Meir
Schiff of Frankfurt, 82.

— R. Mecir of Fulda (Maharam
Schill), 79, 87

— R. Meir, Dayyan in Frankfurt-
a.-3., 50, 74, 80, 92, 93, 95, 158,
162-78, 184, 188, 218-53. )

— Mindel, d. of Solomeon Sinzheim,
wife of Moses b. R. Tevcle S.,
82, 103, 109, 235, 245-

— Moscs b. R. Tevele, 83, 1032, 103,
109.

— Moses Mever, 79.

— Resche, danghter of R,
Schiff, 231.

— R. Solomon, 99.

Schloss, Siisskind b. Jacob, 32g9.

Schonlanke, 17

Schadt, fridische Merburivdigheden,
8a.

Schuster, J., of Frankfnrt-a.-M., 104,

Seefer Hadoroth, 26,

Sceligmann, Sigm.,
204, 395.

Sefer Torah, fast when fallen down,
2971,

Scndcgr' R., of Braunschweig, 32.

Sephardi community, 1, 23, 143

— Description by Axnlai, a81-3.

Meir

11z, 260, 274,
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Scphat Esneth, v. Emden,

Sermons, by R. Zevi Hirsch, tr .

Shadkanul, 93.

Shehita, 13-

Shohet, Shohelim. 17. 116, 278.

~— List of, in MS, Adler 2261,
264-73.

Shtadlan, 91,93.

Shulhan Aruch, g4. 6.

Simon b. Meshullam,
London, g94.

Simonsen, Prof., 294.

Simpson, Mr., 134.

Simson af Chinan’s Sefrr Kerituth, 25,

Sinzheim, Abrabam, 8r.

— Isaar, Bz, ags.

— Juda Efraim Leb, 8,

— Mate, v, Schiff,

— Mindel, v. Sehiff.

— Solomen, 81, 82, 2g5.

Socicty, Londan, for Promoting
Christianity among Jews, 129-

Dayyan in

33

— London, for Preventionof Juvenile
Corruptian, 131.

Sofer, R. Mascs, 48.

Salomons, lsrael, §5, 73, 103.

Southampton, 137.

Speyer, Sir Edgar, ga.

— Fradele, ga.

— Isaac DMichacl, Bg-92, 94, 103,
233, 241, 246.

— Lazar Michael, g1~2.

— Michael, g1, 228.

Sprinza, d. of Abr. Hildcsheim,
secand wife of R. Zevi Hirsch
Lewin, s8.

Stacy Constantinow, Russia, 78.

Steinhart, R. Joscph, af Furth, 159,
189-91.

Steinschneider, M., {ffcbr,
qraphic, 62, 91, 92.
Siwockdale, John Joscph, 128.

Strashun, M., 45.

Strassburg (East Prussial. 295.

Strauss, David, Rabbi of Firth, 21.

Strife, 10 avoid, 27.

Succoth festival, 13.

Sunderland, Jacab of, taz.

Swansea, 137.

Symons, Lyon de = R. Leb Press-
burg, g, 114, 235

Synagogue, service, 17.

Synagogues in London :

Church Raw, 8.
Great, Duke's Place, 96, g3, 115,

Bibhio-

149,
Hambro, 15, 76, 78, g5, 106, 219,
aa3.

INDEX

Synagagues in London :
Magpy-Alley, Fenchurch St., 38.
New, 78, 122,

Purtland St., 55.
Reform, 142.
St. Alban’s Place, 133,

Synod, Four-Lands, 37.

T.

Talmide Hokamim (= scholars), 43.
Talmud. study of, 100,
Talmud Torahs, 23.
Tebilah {ritual bath), 120.
Tene Bikkurin by Sol. Bennett, 144
Toleranz-Edict of Emperor Josephll,
9.
Tomgs{onc inscriplions :
R. Saul b. Zevi Hirsch, 73.
Judith Levy, go.
R. Tevele Schifl, 111,
Torah, neglect of study, 2t, 28, gq.
Torat Jokwticl, 41, 43.
Tasca, R. Leb, g5, 226,
Tower of Iondon, description by
Azulai, 283-4.
Transgression of Laws, 27.
Trumm, Moses’ widow,
248.
Turbot, Responsa whether turbot is
permitted 1o be eaten, 3g2-3.
Turim, 2332,

504. 232,

V.

Van Diemen’s Land, 116,

Van Oven. Joshna, 114, 143,
Venice, 275, 276, 292.

Vienna, 8z, 83, 92, 107,

Voire of facob, 114, 143, 154-6.

W.

Wachstein, B., fuschtiifien, 295.

Woaclistein-Landau, Privatbricfe, &c.,
tor.

Wahl. R. Saul, 50.

Walisch {Wolcz), Simon b, Nata,
6.

56.

‘Wallich, Moses, of London, 103.

Wandsbeck, 75-

Warburg, R. Reuben of, a85.

Warsaw, 152.

Weil, R. Jacob, of Regenshurg, 3.

Woeiss, 1saac. Adue Beth Hajozer, 87.

Woessely, Naphtali Hcrz — Herz
Wesel, 2.49.

w 's Dibrd Shalomt, 39, 0.
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West London Synagoguc, v Reform
Synagoguc.
Wetzlar, R. Leb, of Frankfurt-a.-M.,

or.
Wicen, ». Vienna.
Wigs (N2 NNDY, 15,
Wilna, R. Elijah Gaon ol, 51, 249.
Wine, raisin, blessing over, 291.
Witherby, 147.
Wolf, Jeseph, missionary, 132.
— Rabbi of Fricdberg, zo.
\Volf- Jacohs,  Biblivtheca  siglo-
Judarea. 78, 134, 137.
Worms, 82, 84. 111,
Wreschen in Posen, 117,
Wiirzburg, 107, 330, 330,

oy

Yeshivali { Yeshibot),school for study
of Talmud, 16, 18, 22, 29, 33,

34, 37, 83-
72y
Zabc). Eger, Rabbi of Bravnschweig,

58.
Zangwill, 1sr., 86, g7.

395

Zedlitz, v, German Minister, 4.

Zeev Wolf, R., Dayyan in London,
118,

Zelliker, Samucel. son in-law of R.
Sol. Hirschell, 141, 150.

— Nahum, his father, 41,

Zemuah Zedek » Responsa), 59.

Zevi Laczaddik by Rabbi Michel-
sohn, 5, 31, 31, 35, 53, 116,

152.

Zevi Hirsch, Oppenheim, Rabbi aof
Hildesheim, =o.

Zcvi Hirsch{ell Lewin, youth, 4, 5
in London, 7-28, 278; Ser-
mons on War, g; in Halber:
slady, 28-34; wn Mannheim,
34-5; Berlin, 36-53; Literary
activity, 53-6; Approbations,
51, §73 other refercnees, g4,
113, 114, 275; Responsa, 284-
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