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This Erub publication
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to my beloved wife
Rachel,
her mother,
Theda Hakim,
and all of our children,
grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren
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my brothers
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our grand-daughter
Rachel Dwek
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THE BEAL ERLUE

—

Shabbat even in one’s own house
Mutar — The Halachically permissible actions.

Private Domain — an area that is at least 4 tefahim by 4 tefahim (12.6
in. by 12.6 in.) and surrounded by fixed partitions at least 10
tefahim (31.5 in.) high on at least three sides; a hole in the
ground that is at least 4 tefahim by 4 tefahim wide and 10 tefahim
deep; or a protrusion from the ground that is at least 4 tefahim
by 4 tefahim wide and 10 tefahim high

Public Domain — a road connecting cities; also streets and plazas
within the city that are open on both ends (mefulash), without
a roof, at least 16 cubits wide, and (according to certain
opinions) through which 600,000 people pass

Shitufei mevo’ot (Joining of Alleyways) — by means of a lehi or
korah, carrying is permitted in alleyways.

Shulhan Aruch — Halachic code compiled by Rabbi Yosef Karo,

whose rulings we Sephardim have accepted as binding upon us

Tzurat hapetah (Form of a Door) — Two vertical poles joined by
a string, or two telephone poles and the connecting line. Used
to convert a Karmelit into a Private Domain

Virtual wall — An imaginary wall surrounding a city, making it
into a Private Domain, formed by telephone poles and lines, or
vertical poles and strings in the Form of a Door.
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Glossary

Bedi’avad — the way the Halachah permits things to be done,
though not in an ideal manner.

Beit Yosef — Halachic work written by Rabbi Yosef Karo, whose

rulings we Sephardim have accepted as binding upon us

Karmelit — a Domain missing one of the conditions of a Public

Domain

Eruvei hatzerot (Joining of Courtyards) — a procedure by which
courtyards become considered as a Private Domain

Hatzer (plural: Hatzerot) — courtyard(s)

Korah — a horizontal beam suspended between the two sides of
the permitted street; used in making an Erub

Lehi — avertical pole placed on one side of a permitted street; used

in making an Erub

Lifnei Mishurat Hadin — The halachically Preferred Way of w
performing mitzvot, ind |

Mavui — And alleyway between two buildings, with doorways

openingto the buildings or to courtyards. (See illustration page
46).

" Mefulash — open on both ends Il
Mevo’ot — plural of Mavui.

Muktzeh — items, such as money, that may not be moved on
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Jeremiah’s Blessing

In the merit of observing the laws of carrying on Shabbat, may
we witness the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s promise, speedily
in our days. Amen.

Jeremiah 17:24-26

It shall come to pass — if you obey My will, said Hashem, to
bring in no burden through the gates of this city on the Shabbat
day, but to sanctify the Shabbat day, to do no work on it — that
there will enter by the gates of this city kings and princes sitting

upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they,

their princes, the men of Judah, and the residents of Jerusalem;
and this city shall be inhabited forever. They shall come from the
cities of Judah and from the places round about Jerusalem, and
from the land of Benjamin, from the lowland, from the
mountains, and from the Negeb, bringing burnt offerings,

sacrifices, meal offerings, and frankincense, and bringing ||
sacrifices of thanksgiving to the House of Hashem.
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Rabbi Moshe HaCohen Dwek

one of the rabbis of Aram Tzova

Halab, Alleppo, Syria
died in New York, 5706 (1945)
from Ben David, Jerusalem 5691 (1932)

Our Sages said: Jerusalem was destroyed only because they
desecrated Shabbat within her, as it is written, “But if you will not
obey Me to sanctify the Shabbat day and not to carry a burden and
enter the gates of Jerusalem on the Shabbat day, then I will kindle
a fire in her gates, and it shall consume the palaces of Jerusalem,
and it shall not be extinguished” (Jeremiah 17:27; Shabbat 119b).
And in Nehemiah (13:17-18) it is written, “What evil thing is this
that you do, profaning the Shabbat day! Did your fathers not do
thus, and did not our G-d bring all this evil upon us and upon this
city? Yet you bring more wrath upon Israel by desecrating the

Shabbat!”

What tragedies befall our people because of desecrating the Shabbat!
And what was the first desecration of Shabbat? That they went out
with a vessel in their hands to gather manna. The sin was that they
carried a vessel into the Public Domain. From this, dear reader, you
will understand that going out into the street carrying anything
leads to catastrophes too terrible to utter.

Our Sages canceled two Biblical mitzvot — shofar and lulav — and
one Rabbinic mitzvah — reading Megillah — when yom tov or Purim

occurs on Shabbat lest someone come to carry four cubits in the

Public Domain. How, then, can one blithely, for his personal
pleasure, carry anything into the Public Domain! May the good
L-rd forgive us, Amen.
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You might say: Let them blow shofar at home! Let them shake lulav
at home! But the Sages decreed: Not at home, and not in a city
surrounded by a wall in which there is shitufei mevo’ot. For an
ignorant person in a village that does not have a wall might take his
shofar or his lulav and go to a Torah scholar to learn how to blow the
shofar, how to shake the lulav, or how to recite the blessings over
them.

For the same reason, the Sages canceled the reading of the Megillah
on Shabbat. All of these mitzvot were canceled because of the honor
of Shabbat and its sanctity. My brothers, see how many mitzvot were
canceled for fear of the prohibition against carrying!

Furthermore, from the verse “It came to pass, on the seventh day,
that some of the people went out to gather [manna] and they found
none. Then Hashem said to Moses, ‘How long do you refuse to
keep My mitzvot and My Torot?!”” (Exodus 16:27-28), our Sages
derived that Shabbat is equivalent to the entire Torah with all its
mitzvot.

On that verse, Rashi wrote: When the cabbage patch is weeded, the
cabbage, too, is uprooted — on account of the wicked, the
righteous are denigrated. For Hashem included Moses with the
wicked, when He said, “How long do you refuse,” rather than
“How long do they refuse.”

From here we learn the great obligation on the leaders of the
generation to speak out and rebuke the people about this sin.
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This is obvious even to the laymen who study the Mishnah of
Shabbat every holy Shabbat day: “How does [the prohibition] of
carrying outside on Shabbat work? If the pauper stood outside and
the master of the house inside, and the pauper extended his hand
[to the inside] and took [food] out of the hand of the master of the
house, the pauper has transgressed and the master of the house is
exempt. If the master of the house extended his hand [outside] and
put [food] into the hand of the pauper, the master of the house has

transgressed and the pauper is exempt.” (Shabbat 1:1). It is known

that in the Mishnah of Shabbat, “exempt” means that he is exempt
from punishment, but what he did is forbidden.

The question arises: Why did the Mishnah speak in terms of a
pauper and the master of the house? It should have said, “If Reuven
stood outside and Shimon inside..., Reuven has transgressed and
Shimon is exempt,” for this is the way the Mishnah usually speaks.

The answer is that the Mishnah wants to teach us that even if what
is being carried outside is some form of charity — a great mitzvah
— the person who carries from one Domain to another is guilty of
transgressing a Biblical prohibition, as in any case of a mitzvah that
was performed by committing a sin.

Thus we find that our Sages of blessed memory (e.g., Rosh
HaShannah 29b) canceled several positive mitzvot for fear that
people would come to desecrate Shabbat and carry from one
Domain to another. One example is shofar blowing. If Rosh
HaShannah occurs on Shabbat, the shofar is not blown. Lulav, too,
is a Biblical commandment — “You shall take for yourselves on the
first day the fruit ofa Hadar tree...” (Leviticus 23:40). Nevertheless,
if the first day of Sukkot fall on Shabbat, this Biblical mitzvah is
canceled lest people come to desecrate Shabbat by carrying the lulav
from one Domain to another.
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Words of Reproof

from the Rabbis of Aram Tzova
— Halab, Alleppo —

Syria

Rabbi Yaakov Shaul HaCohen Dwek
Chief Rabbi of Aram Tzova 5588-5679 (1828-1919)
from Derech Emunah, Aram Tzova 5674 (1914), “Shabbat”

Repentance is accepted only through the Halachic observance of
Shabbat, for Shabbat is equivalent to the whole Torah. This is
especially true of a person who has done many sins, thereby
damaging all his 248 limbs. To rectify them, he must now perform
the 248 positive mitzvot which correspond to these limbs. But how
can he perform all the mitzvot of the Torah [many of which cannot
be performed nowadays, in the absence of the Temple]?

Through the Halachic observance of Shabbat, which is equivalent
to the whole Torah, he rectifies all his 248 limbs. This is especially
so when he observes the laws of carrying from a Public Domain to
a Private Domain and vice versa. For the Kabbalists said that by
carrying on Shabbat, he takes the sanctity of his soul to the Other
Side (the side of evil). He incurs the punishment of sekilah
(stoning), as we learn from the Biblical episode of the man who
gathered wood on Shabbat (Numbers 15:32).
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out in homes where Shabbat is desecrated. And what is meant by “It

shall not be extinguished”? There will be no one around to put it out.
(Shabbat 119b).

[

Sefer Mitzvot HaGadol (Semag)

Positive Rabbinic Commandments, the Laws of Erub

It seems to me from the words of Rabbi Yehudai Gaon that in the
days of the prophet Jeremiah they did not keep King Solomon’s
Ordinance to make eruvei hatzerot and shitufei mevo’ot. Instead, they
carried without an Erub. Thus it came about that they would bring
all kinds of things from the houses of the villages surrounding
Jerusalem via the inter-city road, which is a Public Domain,
through the gates of Jerusalem. Therefore when Jeremiah rebuked

the people about the actual Biblical prohibition, he rebuked them

also about Solomon’s ordinance, not to take things out from the

house to the courtyard unless there is an Erub. The prophet says,
“Thus said Hashem: Take heed for the sake of your souls, and carry no
burden on the Shabbat day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem.” This
is the actual Biblical prohibition. Afterward he said, “Do not carry a
burden out of your houses on the Shabbat day.” This refers to King

Solomon’s ordinance, for Jeremiah was speaking to the residents of

Jerusalem. And we have already said that the Torah permitted
carrying from houses into the streets of Jerusalem [since the city
was enclosed by a wall and its doors were locked at night]. Surely
Jeremiah was rebuking them, in G-d’s Name, about King
Solomon’s ordinance; for by violating it they would come to violate
the actual Biblical prohibition.
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Thus it is written, when Nehemiah rebuked them concerning
Shabbat, “which they brought into Jerusalem on the Shabbat day”
(Nehemiah 13:15). And it is written, “I commanded that the doors
be shut, and I commanded that they not be opened until after

4

Shabbat. And I set some of my servants over the gates so that no
burden would be brought in on the Shabbat day” (Nehemiah
13:19). Nehemiah warned the people only about bringing in from
outside the city, not about carrying within the city. There was no
sin in bringing things into and taking things out of their houses
within the city, because Jerusalem’s doors were locked at night, so
it was not a Public Domain.

Jeremiah rebuked the people specifically about Shabbat —although
they were guilty of other transgressions, including even idolatry —
L because Shabbat observance is a fundamental part of our faith in
h G-d, His creation of the world, His signs and wonders, and the
whole Torah. Furthermore, whoever keeps the Shabbat with
" upright faith does not readily violate other commandments. Our
Sages said: If a person keeps Shabbat according to Halachah, then
even if he worships idols as in the generation of Enosh, he is
forgiven. Thus it is written, “Praiseworthy is the man who does
this, and the person who holds fast by it: who guards Shabbat from
desecrating it” (Isaiah 56:2). Read not mehalelo, “from desecrating
it,” but mahul lo, “he is forgiven.”

" The first mitzvah with which Israel was charged, even before the

giving of the Torah, was Shabbat. You can see how great
Shabbat observance is from the fact that the destruction of
Jerusalem was linked to Shabbat observance. And from the
verse “But if you will not obey Me to sanctify the Shabbat day and not to
carry a burden and enter the gates of Jerusalem on the Shabbat day, then I ||
will kindle a fire in her gates, and it shall consume the palaces of Jerusalem,

and it shall not be extinguished,” our Sages learned: Fires only break
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The Commentary of Rabbi David Kimhi (Radak)
49294995 (1160-1235)

Thus did Hashem say to me: Go and stand in the gate of the
children of the people, by which the kings of Judah come in and by
which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah first spoke in the gate through which the kings of Judah
came and went, because it was their responsibility to rebuke the
people and to safeguard the Shabbat day. G-d said, “in the gate of the
children of the people” meaning that he should speak to the people
who came and went through that gate. For not only the kings of
Judah, but also the people who dwelt near that gate came and went
through it. G-d told him that afterward he should speak “in all the
gates of Jerusalem” to warn all the people.

G-d told Jeremiah to speak in the gates, because the people were
bringing articles in and out of the city on Shabbat. He warned the
people only about bringing in and taking out through the gates that
led to outside the city, because within the city walls they were not
guilty of violating the Biblical prohibition against carrying. For the
doors of Jerusalem were locked at night, so that the city itself was
not a Public Domain in which carrying is forbidden. Therefore, he
said, “Nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem,” “to bring in no burden
through the gates of this city,” and “not to carry a burden and enter the gates
of Jerusalem.” When he said, “Do not carry a burden out of your houses on
the Shabbat day,” it means in order to carry it outside the city.

He mentioned bringing in more often than taking out, because
Jerusalem was a big city, and in a city there is more bringing in than

taking out. The villagers brought in grain, fruit, and merchandise.
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Jeremiah’s Warning

Jeremiah 17:19-27

Thus did Hashem say to me: Go and stand in the gate of the
children of the people, by which the kings of Judah come in and by
which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem. And say to
them: Hear the word of Hashem, O kings of Judah, and all Judah,
and all the residents of Jerusalem who enter these gates. Thus says
Hashem: Take heed for the sake of your souls, and carry no
burden on the Shabbat day, nor bring it in by the gates of
Jerusalem. Do not carry a burden out of your houses on the
Shabbat day, nor do any work, but sanctify the Shabbat day
as I commanded your fathers. They, however, did not obey or
incline their ear. They were stubborn; they did not obey and did not
accept instruction.. . .

If you will not obey Me, says Hashem, to sanctify the Shabbat day
and not to carry a burden and enter the gates of Jerusalem on the
Shabbat day, then I will kindle a fire in her gates, and it shall
consume the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be extinguished.
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way; and when necessary, even to carry in a way that is
Biblically prohibited. Nevertheless, out of concern for the
stringent opinions, ideally, every G-d-fearing person should be
stringent and should not rely on this Erub to carry in a way
that is Biblically prohibited.

Note: Each member of the community should be in contact with
his rabbi, who is a halachic authority, to receive exact

instructions as to what the Erub does or does not permit.
The same is true in all other areas of Halachah.
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11. Shulhan Aruch (364:2), however, rules that the gates must
actually be locked at night.

[N

Even if the municipalities were to give us permission to install
gates, we would not be allowed to lock them at night.
Therefore according to the opinion of the Shulhan Aruch, as
explained by some of the later rabbis, our streets are a

Biblically defined Public Domain — since they are wider than
16 cubits and open at two ends — even if 600,000 do not pass
through.

12. Some Halachic authorities have a leniency regarding the
position taken by the Shulhan Aruch (#11). According to them,
the Shulhan Aruch takes this position only when 600,000 pass
through. When fewer people pass through, the area is merely

a Karmelit, which may be converted into a Private Domain
through a Form of a Door.

However, since this is a doubt regarding a Torah prohibition,
many Halachic authorities maintain that we Sephardim must

be stringent and not rely on an Erub based on a Form of a
Door.

13. Ina city where many residents, unaware of the gravity of the
Biblical prohibition against carrying, carry articles from a
Private Domain to a Public Domain and vice versa, and carry
four cubits in a Public Domain, an Erub should be made that
will avail also Sephardim. However, in our times, there are
almost no areas where doors can be installed and kept locked
at night, thereby satisfying all Halachic opinions. Under such

circumstances, an Erub based on a Form of a Door should be
“ erected.

This type of Erub may be relied on to carry in a way that is

only Rabbinically prohibited, such as carrying not in the usual
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no Public Domain within the partitions. If, for instance,
600,000 go through it and it is 16 cubits wide, it is a Public
Domain despite the lehi. In fact, even a tzurat hapetah (see

Glossary) is of no avail."

The Torah considers the following to be a Private Domain,
even if they are located in the middle of a Public Domain:

e a hole in the ground that is at least 4 tefahim by 4 tefahim
wide (12.6 in. by 12.6 in.), and at least 10 tefahim deep (31.5
in.).

e aprotrusion from the ground that is at least 4 tefahim by 4
tefahim wide (12.6 in. by 12.6 in.), and at least 10 tefahim high
(31.51in.)."

The Torah forbids carrying in a Public Domain, as defined in
#5, unless the two ends are blocked by gates that are locked
every night.'® When this is done, it is no longer like the
Israelites’ camp in the desert, which was permanently open."’

However, if the gates are not locked at night, or if a Form of a
Door” was made at both ends of the street instead of doors, it
continues to be a Publi? Domain."® Thus, anyone who carries
four cubits in it has transgressed a Biblical prohibition."

According to the Rambam, the gates do not need to be
physically locked at night. It must only be possible to lock them.
Thus dirt must not be allowed to accumulate in a way that
precludes locking the gates.”

dish,

4 Beiur Halachah 363; Hazon Ish, Eruvin 72:10.
15 Shulhan Aruch 345:2.
16 Shulhan Aruch 364:2; Rashi, Eruvin 6b.
17 Rashi, Eruvin 101a.
'8 Beiur Halachah 364.
+ ' Shulhan Aruch 364:2.
0 Shulhan Aruch 364:2.
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Israelites’ camp in the desert. The wagons traveled through an
area that was 16 cubits wide, open at both ends, and not
covered by a roof. Therefore, the Public Domain in which
carrying is a Biblical prohibition is defined in the same way.

There is an additional point regarding the definition of a
Public Domain, which was dispute by the early authorities.
In the desert, 600,000 people traveled the route. Therefore,
some say that an area becomes a Public Domain only if
600,000 pass through it.'” Others maintain that since the
Talmud does not mention this condition as part of its
definition of a Public Domain, it is irrelevant. That is, an area
becomes a Public Domain, even if fewer than 600,000 pass
through it."" As for the opinion of the Shulhan Aruch on this
issue, there is a debate among the later rabbis. (See
accompanying responsa, and Halachot 11 and 12 below.)

The Torah considers as a Private Domain an area that is:
e at least 4 tefahim by 4 tefahim (12.6 in. by 12.6 in.), and

e surrounded by walls, fences, or other fixed partitions at
least 10 tefahim (31.5 in.) high on at least three sides."

If there are fixed partitions on two opposite sides, and a lehi
(see Glossary) was fixed vertically at the end of one partition as
a substitute for a third side, the Torah also considers it a
Private Domain."” However, this is on condition that there is

EEN

' Bahag, Rashi, Tosafot, Rosh, Tur, Semag, Semak, Rokeah, Sefer HaTerumah, Rabbeinu
Meir, Ohr Zarua, Rabt -inu Yeruham (listed in Beiur Halachah 345).

" Rambam, Rabbeinu Tam, Ramban, Rashba, Rashbam, Ritva, Maggid Mishneh, Ran,
Rivash, Hagahot Mordechai, Meiri, Yereim, Ritva citing most of the geonim (listed in Beiur
Halachah 345).

2 Shulhan Aruch 345:2.

3 Beiur Halachah 364.
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Just as carrying from a Private Domain to a Public Domain is
forbidden by the Torah, so is carrying from a Public Domain
to a Private Domain. Carrying an object in one’s hand four
cubits in a Public Domain is similarly forbidden.’ The actual
measurement is that of the hypotenuse of a right triangle
whose other sides are four cubits. That is, the actual distance
that one is forbidden to carry in a Public Domain is 5.6 cubits
(8.8 fr).*

A person who intentionally violates the prohibition after being
warned by witnesses incurs the Biblical form of capital
punishment known as sekilah (stoning). If he intentionally
violates the prohibition without being warned by witnesses,
the punishment is death at the hands of heaven (karet). If he
violates it unintentionally, he is required to bring a sin
offering.’

The Torah considers as a Public Domain:
a road connecting cities, or

streets and plazas within the city that are at least 16 cubits wide
(25.2 ft),° open at both ends,” and not covered with a roof.® If
one of these three conditions is missing, the street or plaza is
no longer a Public Domain according to the Torah. Instead, it
is a Domain called a Karmelit.”

The definition of a Public Domain (#5) is derived from the

3 Shabbat 96b.

* Eruvin 51a; Shulhan Aruch, Orah Hayyim 349:2.
® Shabbat 6a.

6 Shabbat 99a; Shulhan Aruch 345:7.

7 Shabbat 6a; Shulhan Aruch 345:7.

8 Shabbat 5a; Shulhan Aruch 345:7.

% Shulhan Aruch 345:14; Mishnah Berurah 18.
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Laws of Carrying on Shabbat

1. The Torah says, “Moses issued a command, and a
proclamation was made in the camp, saying: Let no man or
woman do any more work for the donation to the Sanctuary.

So the people were restrained from bringing” (Exodus 36:6).
The Gemara explains that this verse was said on Shabbat.
Moses was telling Israel to refrain from bringing him the
donations for the Sanctuary on Shabbat. Bringing it to him
involved carrying from their homes (Private Domain) to the
camp of the Levites, which was a Public Domain, since all of

Israel came to Moses there. From this verse, our Sages derived
the prohibition against carrying anything from a Private

Domain to a Public Domain.!

2. Carrying between different Domains is one of the 39 types of
Work involved in building the Tabernacle in the desert. In the
Torah, the portion dealing with building the Tabernacle
(Exodus 31:1-11) was placed next to the portion dealing with
Shabbat observance (Exodus 31:12-17), to teach us that all
types of Work involved in building the Tabernacle are
forbidden on Shabbat. Since the Levites carried the beams

from the ground (Public Domain) into wagons (Private

Domain), carrying is considered one of the primary types of
Work forbidden by the Torah.?

! Shabbat 96b; Rashi.
2 Shabbat 49b; Tosafot, Shabbat 2a, 96b.
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the alleyway jointly acquire ownership of some food, which is then

£

kept in one of the courtyards adjacent to the alleyway. In this way,
all the courtyards are considered as one house."

It is permitted for any individual to acquire ownership of bread on
behalf of all the people of the city, and thereby join all the
alleyways, courtyards, and houses together. The custom today,

however, is for the rabbi of the city to set aside bread for all the
inhabitants of the city."

The Erub

Erub literally means “joining.”

There are many types of Erub. The one under discussion in this
pamphlet involves:

1. Takinga public place out of the category of a Biblically defined
Public Domain by erecting a Virtual Wall around the city,
using telephone poles and lines, and whenever necessary, by
stretching a string between two upright poles. This is based
upon the Halachic principle called tzurat hapetah —
constructing the Form of a Door.

2. Combining all the streets and courtyards of the town into a

single domain through eruvei hatzerot (Joining of Courtyards)

and shitufei mavo’ot (Joining of Alleyways), to satisfy King
Solomon’s restrictions. "

& @ =3

" Shulhan Aruch 386:1; Mishnah Berurah.
' Shulhan Aruch 366:9; Mishnah Berurah 83.

- U




@ THE DEAL ERUBEZ

1|/}

(mevo’ot) branched out. Each alleyway (mavui) led into a number of
courtyards (hatzerot). Each courtyard (hatzer) belonged to the
residents of the houses sharing the courtyard.

The absolute concept of a Private Domain was the house. By

extension, the courtyard, which was owned jointly by the residents
of the houses, and the alleyway, which was owned jointly by the
residents of the courtyards, were all considered by the Torah as
Private Domains.

Although the Torah considers a courtyard to be a Private Domain,
King Solomon forbade carrying from a house to a courtyard and
vice versa.'” The reason is that the courtyard does, after all, belong

to a group rather than to an individual." People might think that
just as it is permitted to carry in a courtyard, so it is permitted to
carry in a Public Domain.

King Solomon ordained that carrying would be permitted in a
courtyard only if an erub hatzerot (Joining of Courtyards) was made.
This is done by collecting bread from all the residents of the
courtyard and placing all the bread in the house of one of the
residents. Since all have a share in the bread that is in one house,

the entire courtyard is considered as one house."

Similarly, although the Torah considers an alleyway to be a Private
Domain, King Solomon forbade carrying from a courtyard to an
alleyway and vice versa.

King Solomon ordained that carrying would be permitted in an

alleyway only if shitufei mavo’ot (Joining of Alleyways) was made. To
do this, all the residents whose homes and courtyards open up to

' See Eruvin 21b, Rashi; R. Nissim Gaon at the beginning of Eruvin.
" Shulhan Aruch 366:1; Mishnah Berurah 2.
12 Mishnah Berurah 3 4.
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which after all belongs to the public, so one is permitted to carry in
any main street that is near it.° Furthermore, they might unwittingly
continue to carry from the alleyway to the nearby main streets.” In
both cases, they would be transgressing the Torah’s prohibition
against carrying in a Public Domain.

The Sages therefore ordained that a visible distinction must be
made between a permitted street and a forbidden one. This is done
in one of two ways:

e by placing a vertical wood or metal pole (lehi) on one side of
_ the permitted street

*  bysuspendingahorizontal beam (korah) at a height of less than
20 cubits between the two sides of the permitted street®

The pole and beam are placed where the permitted street opens
into a Public Domain.” In this way, people will be reminded not to
continue carrying beyond the permitted street.

We also find that in the case of an alleyway which is open at both
ends, but not 16 cubits wide, that the Sages permitted carrying there
if a tzurat hapetah — the Form of a Door — is set at one end, and a
lehi or korah, is set at the other.

King Solomon’s Ordinance

In Biblical and Talmudic times, towns were laid out as follows:
There was a main street (the Public Domain) from which alleyways

© Shulhan Aruch 363; Mishnah Berurah 2
’ Ri MiLounil, beginning of Eruvin.

8 Shulhan Aruch 363:3.

¥ Shulhan Aruch 363:14.
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3. It is at least 16 cubits wide. This was the minimum space
through which the wagons used in transporting the Tabernacle
could pass.

4. [According to certain opinions] 600,000 people pass through
the place. This was the population of the Children of Israel in
the desert.’

In order for carrying outside to be Biblically permitted, at least one
of these four conditions that characterize a Public Domain must be
absent. This may be done in one of several ways:

1. The two ends of the street are blocked by gates that are locked
at night.

2. Aroof is made.
3. The place is narrower than 16 cubits.

4. [According to certain opinions] the population is less than
600,000.*

The Rabbinic Prohibition

The Torah considers an alleyway (mavui) to be a Private Domain,
because it is closed on three sides (and therefore not mefulash, see
diagram page 46). The Torah therefore allows us to carry even
more than four cubits within an alleyway.’

However, the Sages feared that people would make a mistake. They
might think that just as one is permitted to carry in an alleyway,

3 Shulhan Aruch 345:7.
* Shulhan Aruch 345:7; Mishnah Berurah 18.
® Beiur Halachah 363.
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What Is an Erub?

The Biblical Prohibition

The Torah forbids carrying anything whatsoever, even a

handkerchief or a key:

e four cubits in the Public Domain,' or

e from a Public Domain to a Private Domain or vice versa

The prohibition against carrying is one of the 39 categories of Work
forbidden on Shabbat by the Torah. In the Torah, the verses about
building the Tabernacle (Exodus 31:1-11) were written next to the
verses about observing the Shabbat (Exodus 31:12-17). This teaches
us that the Work forbidden on Shabbat is defined as the 39 types of
action involved in building the Tabernacle. One of these is carrying.

The definition of a Public Domain is likewise derived from the
conditions in the Tabernacle, which was situated in the desert. An "
area is a Public Domain if all three (or, according to some opinions,
all four) of the following conditions are met:

1. Itis open on both ends (mefulash), like the desert.

" 2. It is without a roof, like the desert.

! Shulhan Aruch 349:1; Mishnah Berurah 1.
? Shulhan Aruch 347:1.
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What Is an Erub?

Laws of Carrying
on Shabbat
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an Erub was made by Rabbi Ben Tzion Lichtman zal, who was
afterward appointed Chief Rabbi of Beirut. This Erub was known
to exist in Beirut until Rabbi Shahud Shrem left the city. All these
Erubim were erected and upheld even in the newer sections of the
above-mentioned towns, where many streets were more than 16

cubits wide.

With great respect, in the honor of the Torah,

/'75%/\?"’?/0

Efraim Laniado
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RABBI EFRAIM LANIADO TIR™Y D1BR 297

Congregation Beit Yaakov 2Py 2 NPT A0
for the Syrian Community R O KRR
San Paulo, Brazil 2192 77 10

B”H Wednesday, 15 Heshvan 5759

To the esteemed friend of Hashem,
My revered friend, Rabbi of Deal, New Jersey

The Gaon Rabbi Yitzhak Dwek, shelita:

Following our phone conversation, I want to convey to his Honor
the words of Rabbi Shahud Shrem shelita concerning the Erub that
was built in the cities of Haleb and Beirut.

The Erub was constructed by Rabbis Ezra Lofes, Ezra Sh’aio, and
Yitzhak Dayan zatzal. The responsibility of inspecting the Erub each
week was assigned to Rabbi Yosef Sh’aio, the son of the Gaon Rabbi
Ezra Sh’aio.

After Rabbi Yosef Sh’aio moved to Israel, Rabbi Shahud Shrem was
appointed to oversee the Erub. Every week he would inspect it and
repair the damage done to it by the Arabs. This continued until the
year 1950, when he moved to Beirut.

There was also an Erub in Beirut, constructed by Rabbi Shabtai
Bahbut zatzal, the Chief Rabbi at the time, with the guidance of the
above-mentioned rabbis of Haleb.

In the resort town of A’aleh, an Erub was constructed by Rabbi
Eliyahu Khabiah (Zetuni), and in the resort town of BHamadoom,
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RABBI MOSHE HEINEMANN NNYINN NYN
6109 Gist Aveneu NI NTHN PP TN
Baltimore MD 21215 INDOVINI
Tel. (410) 358-9888 (410 764-7778 .50
Fax. (410) 358-9838 (410) 764-8878 DPS

I have come in these lines to make my opinion public, for I was
asked by my dear friend, the great and exalted Rabbi, Hacham
Yitzhak Dwek shelita, and other important rabbis from the town of
Deal, to surround the town with a Virtual Wall so that the area will
be considered a Private Domain and the community will be allowed
to carry on the holy Shabbat.

The construction of the Virtual Walls and the leasing of the area
were done according to my directions and under my supervision.
They are identical to all the Erubim that have been built in the cities
inhabited by the holy Jewish people for generations. They are
strictly kosher according to the opinion of the majority of Halachic
authorities upon whom we rely.

Therefore, by setting aside bread for the purpose of eruvei hatzerot
and with a weekly inspection of the Erub for its soundness, and
with the approval of the rabbi of the town, it is permissible to rely
upon the Erub and carry from the houses into the streets, within
the area encompassed by it. One can rest completely assured that
this Erub was constructed according to the laws of our holy Torah
and the customs of Israel.

Signed Erev Shabbat, 14 Iyar, 5759
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Moshe Heinemann
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from their deeds. May they merit to see blessed fruits of their labor
in strengthening Torah, fulfilling mitzvot, spreading peace, and
increasing the sanctity and blessing of Shabbat forever. Amen, so be
His will.

Signed for the honor of the Torah, ,)Q::‘
S

™7 i
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Yaakov Moshe Hille ),
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mistake (which does happen), it is undoubtedly correct to erect an

Erub in the town. Indeed, the custom throughout the generations
in all communities, Sephardic as well as Ashkenazic, has been to

erect an Erub.

Of course, the Erub is intended to unite the hearts of the people of
the community and to enhance the honor and delight of Shabbat.
" It must not be used to make breaches in our faith or to make light
of the sanctity of Shabbat. Sports and carrying muktzeh articles
remain forbidden on Shabbat whether or not there is an Erub.

It is my hope that the Erub will not be abused. An obvious majority ||
of Sephardic Jews who live in or visit this town are daily becoming

more committed to mitzvah observance, Torah study, and yeshivah
education for their children. The number of their yeshivot, study
halls, and synagogues is increasing — and may it continue to
increase! Therefore, I do not fear any negative outcome from

erecting the Erub. On the contrary, my heart tells me that the Erub
will lead to greater awareness of the sanctity of Shabbat and of its
laws, especially the laws of carrying, of which many are ignorant.
All the publicity surrounding the erection of the Erub will serve to
strengthen the Torah and the observance of Shabbat throughout the

community.

We therefore bless all those involved in the Erub project, first and
foremost my dear friend, the Gaon Rabbi Yitzhak Dwek HaCohen
shelita, Rabbi of Deal. Likewise we bless all those faithful and
generous Jews who are organizing the project or bearing its
financial burden. In particular, I bless my esteemed friend Mr. Jack
Adjmi, may Hashem sustain and preserve him, who is the moving
force behind the project. Under the direction and guidance of the
rabbis, he has been making wonderful progress toward fulfilling his
intention of erecting the Erub in the most Halachically correct way.
May they succeed in fulfilling Hashem’s will and may no ill come
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RABBI YAAKOV HILLEL b M Sy
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I have read in depth the responsa of my son, Rabbi Yosef Hillel
shelita, concerning erecting an Erub in the town of Deal, where the
streets are 16 cubits wide but are not traversed by 600,000 people.
His decision is that the Erub should be made in order to save the
majority of people from the sin of desecrating Shabbat publicly. He
brings proofs from the words of the Halachic authorities that the
Erub will help at least bedi’avad.

I agree wholeheartedly with his ruling that it will be considered a
mitzvah for the rabbis of the town to erect this Erub in order to save
those who, unaware of the gravity of the prohibition, carry publicly
on Shabbat in the street. In his responsa, my son shelita cites
Halachic authorities who rebuked rabbis for failing to save people
from this sin by means of erecting an Erub. He also presents

convincing arguments in favor of relying on this Erub, even
according to the Shulhan Aruch, whose rulings we Sepharadim have

accepted. This is because 600,000 people do not pass through the
town, and many great Halachic authorities maintain that in such a
case, the Shulhan Aruch would not consider the roads of that town
a Public Domain.

People who are meticulous in their Torah observance, however,
should not rely on this Erub, since many authorities take a stricter
view of the opinion of the Shulhan Aruch. Nevertheless in order to
save laymen from the serious sin of carrying on Shabbat, and to save

those who are meticulous in their observance from carrying by
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May Hashem save us from all shortcomings and mistakes, especially
in the area of Shabbat observance, which is equal in importance to
all the mitzvot.

Signed in Jerusalem,

’
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and Head of Rabbinical Courts 70 °N2 MAN URM
Jerusalem, Israel DHYWVYPY
BS”D
21 Adar 5759

Regarding the Erub currently under construction in the town of
Deal in America, I concur with the opinion of the great Gaon,
Rabbi Ovadia Yossef shelita, that it is an important mitzvah to save
those who are lenient in the Halachah by allowing them to carry in
public places. However, those who are stringent should not carry
— as is the case in Jerusalem, where the Erub works well for the
Ashkenazim, according to whom a Public Domain contains
600,000, and less than that number makes the area into a Karmelit.
True, there are a few Sephardim who follow this opinion and think
that the Shulhan Aruch also maintains the need for 600,000.
However, for those who understand that according to the Shulhan
Aruch, an area 16 cubits wide is enough to constitute a Public
Domain (myself being among them, as I proved in my work Tevuot
Shemesh), they will need to be strict with themselves and not carry
atall. That is also how I conduct myself. However, in a place where
many people already carry, it is good and right to build an Erub to
save them from a serious transgression. The words of the Rishon
LeTzion, the Gaon Rabbi Ovadia Yossef, are clear and correct and
do not need further support, for who is equal to him? They must
make an Erub in the city of Deal. This will bring peace upon Israel.
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I bless all those who are helping the Gaon Rabbi Yitzhak Dwek
shelita to establish the Erub in the town of Deal. And a blessing to "
the philanthropist Mr. Yaakov Adjmi, may Hashem preserve him.
May Hashem lengthen their days with goodness and their years
with pleasantness, and may they have great success. In the merit of
observing the holy Shabbat, may we merit the coming of our
righteous Messiah speedily in our days. Amen, so be His will.

With Torah blessings, signed in Nissan 5759

v9/J 7:3 I’)ﬁj'

Yitzhak Kaduri
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to carry in the normal way, without question. It is permissible for
an adult to have a child carry on his behalf] such as bringing a book

to the synagogue. And all the more so, it is permitted to ask a
gentile to carry for a Jew where there is an Erub, for in such a case,
there is nothing to worry about.

It is also permissible for a Jew to push a baby-carriage through the
streets, where there is an Erub, and even to push it through dirt and
sand. It is even permissible to turn it to the side, even though this
will make a furrow in the earth. (See what I have written in my
book, Leviat Hen, 106).

Later Rabbinic authorities, however, have prohibited all bicycle
riding on Shabbat, even where there is an Erub, and even inside a
Private Domain (such as a house or private courtyard), as I have
" written in Leviat Hen 107.

I want to bless His Honor that he to continue to lead his
congregation with wisdom, and to exalt and uplift the Torah. May
" he see blessings in his worthy endeavor to educate Jewish children
| in the institutions he has established in Deal. And may he be
blessed with a long life, rich in joy and all good things.

‘With honor and respect,
Your dear and faithful friend,

|* ovaanr

Ovadia Yossef
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Letter Three — July 27, 1999 ‘
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Jerusalem, Menachem Av 14, 5759

To my dear and cherished friend, a man of great deeds, the I
supporter of Torah, and leader in all matters of holiness, the Gaon
Rabbi Yitzhak HaCohen Dwek shelita, Rabbi of the holy
congregation of Deal, New Jersey:

I was overjoyed to hear that His Honor has achieved his goal of
building an Erub in the city of Deal, NJ.. I am aware of the great
efforts that were made to construct the Erub so that it be
completely kosher according to Halachah, and strictly following my

guidance, that was given at every stage of construction. To this end,

Torah scholars were brought from Jerusalem and other cities, who
were experts in the Law of Erubim, and experienced in their

construction. They supervised its construction, and thus, many
people will be saved from the transgression of carrying on the
Shabbat. I give you my full support for your work. Be strong and "
successful!

As I have already declared many times, it is permissible to be lenient
and rely upon the Erub in a case of necessity, as long as the person
carries in an unaccustomed manner, such as wearing a handkerchief
around one’s neck, or tucked in one’s belt.

Furthermore, it is possible to be even more lenient, and give a

young child who has not yet reached the age of mitzvot, something
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This permission is given on the condition that the rabbis announce
in public each Shabbat that those who are very observant should not
rely on the Erub to carry on Shabbat, and that this Erub should be
used only to save those who already carried before the construction
of the Erub.

With great respect and deep friendship,

)" Nsop

Lame—
Ovadia Yossef

I would like to add my humble opinion to all that was said above,
that it is important to encourage those who fear heaven to be strict
and not carry on Shabbat. Nevertheless, it is a great mitzvah to
construct this Erub and save many from this problem, and the
sooner the better. Those who are involved with this will be blessed.

D ﬁ}’;/J,,v 0 .53a

Shimon Ba’adani
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Nevertheless, it is correct to build an Erub. In my visit to your
community years ago, I expressed my opinion that we should do
this, for I saw many people carrying from one Domain to another,
Jjust as on weekdays, because they lacked understanding of the
seriousness of this prohibition. Certainly building an Erub would

help save these people from transgression.

I would like to point out that I am very strict in my personal
behavior and do not carry even in places where there is an Erub.
Many rabbis in Israel do the same, and it is good for all who fear
heaven and the word of Hashem to observe this restriction (see
Shulhan Aruch 364:2 and comments of the later authorities there).
However, in a place where many people will in fact carry from one
Domain to another, including many Shabbat observers who are
simply unaware of the seriousness of this matter, it is a great mitzvah
to build an Erub and save them from transgression — and the
sooner the better. The poles should be placed close to each other,
no more than ten cubits apart (see Shulhan Aruch 362:10). Also, the
congregation must check the strings each Erev Shabbat to see that
they are not torn.

I want to encourage you and give you my support in doing this
mitzvah. Do not fear or be dissuaded by any person, for G-d will

bless this undertaking. The merit of the congregation will protect

you and your family. It is known that the great Rabbi Tzvi Pesah "
Frank zatzal, Rabbi of Jerusalem, addressed this issue in his book of
responsa Har Tzvi. He concluded that surely all those who
participate directly in this great mitzvah and those who lend their
support will be protected in the merit of the community. May
Hashem bless those who are providing financial support for this
mitzvah, first and foremost among them our esteemed and dear Ii
friend, Mr. Yaakov (Jack) Adjmi. May G-d bless him with long and
fulfilling years.
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Letter Two — July 6, 1999
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Jerusalem, 12 Tammuz 5758

To my dear and cherished colleague, one of our great Torah
leaders, a man of great deeds, a leader in all matters of Torah, the
Gaon Rabbi Yitzhak HaCohen Dwek shelita, Rabbi of the holy
congregation of the synagogue of Deal, New Jersey:

Greetings. In response to the question on the matter that has arisen
again, whether to build an Erub in the city of Deal: There are those
who believe we should not build this Erub, arguing that once
certain types of carrying are permitted, some people may become
lax in other areas that are forbidden by the Torah even where there
is an Erub. On the other hand, there are many outstanding
members of the congregation who favor building an Erub. The
reason is to save the members of the community from the
transgression of carrying on the Shabbat in a place that might be
considered a Public Domain. His Honor has asked me to express

i

1N

my opinion on this matter.

It is known that the great rabbis of our time have questioned if
there is such a thing as a Public Domain as defined by the Torah in
our day. They have sought to discern the opinion of our master, the
Shulhan Aruch, in this matter. I have compiled these opinions in my
book Leviat Hen, on the laws of Shabbat (chapter 33). I have also

written about this in my responsa. I stated my opinion that we
cannot deduce what the Shulhan Aruch would say in this matter.
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Letter One — Feb. 27, 1983
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Jerusalem, 14 Adar 5743

[| ToWhom It May Concern,

I strongly recommend that the generous individuals of our people
— especially our dear friend, a man of great deeds and a lover of
Torah and its students, Mr. Rafael Tawil — arrange for the
[| construction of an Erub in the town of Deal, New Jersey, to
encompass the Public Domain in accordance with Halachah. This
is due to the fact that too many people have unfortunately stumbled
in this prohibition and carry from one Domain to another on the

Shabbat, even though there is no Erub. Constructing this Erub is a
[ great mitzvah that will remove a stumbling block from the midst of
our people. May all who are involved with and support this project
be blessed with all the blessings of the Torah. May they be
successful in all their endeavors to uplift and exalt the Torah, and

may the merit of the community rest upon them. May they merit
long and fulfilling years, and all manner of goodness.

=

Ovadia Yossef
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Congregant: What about sports on Shabbat? Now that there is an
Erub, will we be able to play ball or ride bicycles?

Rabbi: Certainly not. The Erub does not permit ball games or
bicycle riding. These are also forbidden for other reasons,

not to mention that many people bathe in hot water after
such activities, which is a serious sin. The purpose of the

Erub is to permit things that are needed for a mitzvah, for
Shabbat delight, or for human dignity (such as carrying a
handkerchief for someone who has a cold). The Erub is

meant to strengthen Shabbat observance, not to make light of
its sanctity. Shabbat is a day of holiness, not of sports.

Congregant: Thank you for taking the time to explain to me the
matter of the Erub.

Rabbi: My pleasure. You are always welcome to ask me questions.
Indeed, every congregant should be in contact with his
community rabbi, providing that the latter is an authority on
Jewish law, in order to clarify exactly what the Erub permits
and what it does not permit. In the merit of Shabbat
observance, may you be blessed with success in all that you

do.

[
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Erub. For with the Erub, they will be able to carry in ways
that are only Rabbinically prohibited.

Congregant: It is still unclear to me — why for some people the
Erub works, and for others, it does not work?

Rabbi: In Halachah, within the category of permitted things, a
distinction is made between the Preferred Way of doing
things (lifnei mishurat hadin) and a more lenient approach
(mutar). We are required to follow the Preferred Way
whenever possible.

Concerning our situation in Deal, we instruct Torah
Students and those who are meticulous in their deeds that it
1s desirable not to carry. This is the Preferred Way. As for the
general public, we have made it possible for them to carry,
and by being lenient in this matter, we save many from
violating a serious prohibition.

Congregant: Why, though, are we not concerned that people will
carry things that are muktzeh (items, such as money, that may

not be moved on Shabbat even in one’s own house)?

Rabbi: This is not a strong concern. The rabbis of the community
intend to publicize the fact that the Erub does not make
carrying muktzeh permitted. They will publicize this by
making speeches, posting notices, and publishing this
pamphlet.

Most people in our community do not wish to desecrate
Shabbat; they are simply ignorant of the prohibition against
carrying. The publicity over the Erub will make them aware
of the prohibition against carrying without an Erub and of
the prohibition against carrying mukizeh. The most likely
result of all the fanfare over the Erub is an increase in the
level of Shabbat observance.

24




ZHTHE DEAL ERUB S

A
—

Rabbi: The answer is yes; for we have heard from reliable
sources, in the name of the Gaon Rabbi Ben Tzion Abba
Shaul zatzal, that when a proper Erub exists, one should

never be strict with women, since according to the letter of
the law, it is permissible to carry. In his book Or Letzion,

Rabbi Abba Shaul writes that mothers of young children

may carry them without question, because it is necessary.
Accordingly, a woman may take her baby out in a carriage. ||
(See the third letter of the Rishon LeTzion, Rabbi Ovadia

Yossef, page 33.)

Congregant: But Rabbi, it sounds as if this Erub might help those
who desecrate Shabbat, but hurt those who are meticulous in
keeping it! For the latter might think that carrying will now

be permitted, with no restrictions, and according to all

opinions unanimously.

Rabbi: The Halachah is that Jews are responsible for one another.
Therefore, the rabbis are obligated to save Jews from sin. By
making the Erub, they will save many Jews from the serious
violation of carrying on Shabbat.

The great rabbis of past generations did the same thing.
They, too, erected Erubim in their lands in order to save Jews
from sin. The rabbis of Haleb, Syria, did the same, as well as
the rabbis of Damascus, Baghdad, Egypt, and even Israel,
even though, in most cases, those cities had streets broader
than 16 cubits.

As for Students of Torah and those who are stringent, it is

desirable for them to continue to refrain from carrying as
they have until now. Since they are meticulous in their

deeds, we need not worry that they will stumble in this

matter. On the other hand, they, too, will benefit from the

e -
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where a person carries in a manner that is only Rabbinically
prohibited (such as carrying in an unusual way).

The reason is that since our streets are wider than 16 cubits,
they are considered by some opinions to be a Public Domain
according to the Torah. Therefore a tzurat hapetah, Form of
a Door, alone is not sufficient to make carrying entirely
allowed.

However, our purpose in making the Erub is to rely upon the
lenient opinion, primarily to save those members of the
community who have been carrying until now without an
Erub, and thereby desecrating Shabbat publicly. The Erub we
have made saves them from violating a Torah prohibition
(according to some opinions), or a Rabbinic prohibition

(according to the other opinions).

And once we had to make an Erub to save many people from
a serious sin, the ones who haven’t carried until now can also

benefit from it.

Congregant: If I understood correctly, the Erub will make it
permissible for people in Deal to carry when necessary, and
even those who are meticulous in their observance will be

able to carry, without question, when it is only Rabbinically
forbidden.
Rabbi: Correct.

Congregant: Then please explain what is meant by “when
necessary.”

Rabbi: In general, when a person needs to carry for the sake of a |
mitzvah, for Shabbat delight, or because he has a great need
to, then he may do so.

Congregant: Does that mean it is permitted for women to go out
on Shabbat with their baby-carriages?

; N
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Virtual Wall. (Each telephone pole is altered to make it
Halachically acceptable.) Where there are no telephone lines,
vertical beams are placed on both sides of the street and a
string is stretched between them. This is based on the
halachic principle called tzurat hapetah, constructing the
“Form of a Door.”

Congregant: Once the Virtual Wall is in place, may we carry?

Rabbi: There is one more step in the process. The rabbi of the
town must perform the procedures of eruvei hatzerot (Joining
of Courtyards) and shitufei mevo’ot (Joining of Alleyways) in
order to combine all the streets and ‘courtyards of the town
into a single domain. This involves gathering some food
from all the inhabitants and placing it in a selected place.

Congregant: Can this kind of Erub be made everywhere?

Rabbi: No. According to most opinions, this kind of Erub may be
relied upon only in a town populated by fewer than 600,000
people. Deal is a small town. It meets the population
requirements.

Congregant: Do I understand correctly that in a big city an Erub
cannot be made, and we may never carry, but in Deal we may
carry?

Rabbi: Correct. This was our custom in Haleb, according to the
rulings of the great rabbis, and hence, we cannot protest
against those who are lenient in this matter and carry when
necessary where there is an Erub, and certainly in the case of
the general public, who are not Torah scholars. However,
even in Deal it is desirable for a person who is stringent and
meticulous in his deeds not to carry. For the Erub is not

halachically ideal according to all opinions, except in cases

g
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A Dialogue

In the following discussion, terms that have a specific Halachic tmeaning,
rather than the usual English meaning, have been capitalized. Examples are
Public Domain, Private Domain, Work, Virtual Walls, Form of a Door.

Congregant: I heard that an Erub has been set up here in Deal.
Tell me, please, Rabbi, what is an Erub?

Rabbi: The Torah forbids carrying things on Shabbat either inside
a Public Domain or from a Public Domain to a Private
Domain (and vice versa). For instance, we may not walk out
of our house or out of the synagogue into the street while
holding a book or any other object. But there is a way for
carrying to become permitted. That is by converting the
Public Domain into a Private Domain by means of an Erub.

Congregant: How is this done?

Rabbi: A Public Domain may be converted into a Private Domain
in one of three ways. One is by building a wall around the
city, and gates to close any openings in the wall. Another is
by erecting gates at the two ends of a street and locking them
at night.

Congregant: Neither of those sounds very likely to happen in
Deal.

Rabbi: Correct. There is a third way, though, that is suitable for
Deal. Instead of building a wall around the city, the
telephone poles and lines around the city are used to make a

DEAL ERUB g&5g
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the most modern on the subject of the Erub, as well as letters of

Mz

N

approval regarding the Deal Erub in particular.

We hope that no stumbling block will come from our efforts. May
we continue to act for the glory of the Torah. Amen.
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made in Deal in order to save the public from the sin of carrying on
Shabbat. This very year; the Rishon LeTzion wrote a Halachic
decision requiring the immediate erection of the Erub. The Rishon
LeTzion stated his support for Rabbi Dwek and the community
workers and philanthropists, in particular the distinguished Mr.
Jack Adjmi, who has accomplished great things for the glorification
of Torah, and encouraged them to erect the Erub immediately.

This year, the Erub was finally erected. The decision to do so was
based on (1) the Halachic decisions cited above, and (2) the fact that
this was the prevailing custom. It is common knowledge that the
city of Haleb, Syria had an Erub which was approved by all its
rabbis, even after the community relocated to the new section of the
town, where the streets were wider than 16 cubits. Likewise, the
custom in the Land of Israel is also to erect Erubim, and many do
rely upon them.

The difficult project of erecting a Halachically correct Erub in Deal
was carried out by Rabbi Dwek, together with community workers.
Many prominent rabbis gave their written approval. In addition, the
local municipalities permitted telephone poles and other city
facilities to be used for the Erub.

The actual erecting of the Erub was supervised by Rabbi Moshe
Heinemann, the Chief Rabbi of Congregation Agudath Israel of
Baltimore, an expert in this field. Rabbi Heinemann devoted long
hours and made many trips to Deal to undertake this holy task,
doing so according to the letter of the law down to its most precise
details. Also instrumental and encouraging in the Erub’s
construction was the Rabbi-Cantor of Deal, Edmund Nahum, and
Rabbi Nissim Basala.

This pamphlet describes what an Erub is, how it works, and what

it permits. It includes Halachic sources ranging from the earliest to

e -
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An Erub for Deal

Deal is a small resort town on the coast of New Jersey. Most of its
residents are Jews, the majority of whom are Sephardim of Syrian
(Halabi) origin.

The question of erecting an Erub in Deal arose nearly twenty years.
ago. The Rabbi of Deal, Rabbi Yitzhak Dwek shelita, tackled the
problem of finding a way to erect an Erub in accordance with
Halachah. Thereby many of Deal’s residents, who erroneously
carry in the streets on Shabbat, would be saved from violating the
holy day.

Some sixteen years ago, Rabbi Dwek, together with two other
rabbis of the Deal community, met with the Gaon Rabbi Yaakov
Kaminetsky zatzal, one of the Torah giants of America. The
delegation from Deal presented the many problems and doubts that
surrounded the construction of an Erub in Deal, including
situations and circumstances particular to the Deal community.
Rabbi Kaminetsky, who led the opposition to an Erub in New York
and other big cities, swept away all doubts and ruled unequivocally
that an Erub must be erected in Deal.

At the same time, the Rishon LeTzion, Rabbi Ovadia Yossef shelita
sent a personal letter to the president of the Deal community of the
time, the distinguished philanthropist and tireless community
worker, Mr. Ralph Tawil, encouraging him to erect the Erub. From
then until now, despite all the objections raised before him, the
Rishon LeTzion has maintained his position that an Erub must be
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Honorable Gerald Tarant(;o/_\

Eatontown

1 hereby acknowledge and agree to the above.

A)norable William Rosenblatt
Loch Arbour

I hereby acknowledge and agree to the above.

Honorable Joseph Coyne
Allenhurst

I hereby acknowledge and agree to the above.

Honorable William J. Duffy Jr.
Interlaken
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Similar letters were sent to the boroughs: Ocean
Township, Long Branch, West Long Branch, Eatontown,
Loch Arbour, Allenhurst, Interlaken. And these are the
signatures of the mayors giving their permission as
above:

I hereby acknowledge and agree to the above.

a b

Honorable Terrance Weldon
Ocean Township

I hereby acknowledge and agree to the above.

tinns  nrint

Honorable Adam Schneider
Long Branch

I hereby acknowledge and agree to the above.

M@Léf

Honorable Paul Zambrano
West Long Branch
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Deal Synagogue Erub Committee have asked that we
obtain permission from The Borough of Deal to establish
the Borough of Deal as an Erub District and to rent the
Borough’s rights to this domain for 99 years, for one
dollar paid to the municipality. Our sole purpose for this
rental is to enable people of the Jewish faith to “carry” on
the Shabbat and Jewish Holy Days, in accordance with the
Orthodox Jewish law and tradition.

By accepting this one dollar, you are renting to the Deal
Synagogue the rental of the above mentioned rights. I
would ask that you counter-sign this letter below,
evidencing your agreement as to the establishment of the
Erub district within the Borough of Deal.

Should you have any questions or comments, you should
not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you in advance for your consideration and
anticipated courteous cooperation.

Very Truly Yours,

RV COMMITTEE

s )rm'
irman of the Boazd

Chai

I hereby acknowledge and agree to the above.

Rauaey Yren——o

Honorable Harry Franco
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December 29, 1998

Honorable Harry Franco
Borough of Deal
Municipal Building
Durant Square

Deal, NJ 07723

Re: The Deal Synagogue
Dear Mayor Franco,

As I believe you know, I am the Chairman of the Board of
The Deal Synagogue Erub Committee. I am writing to
you on behalf of the Committee’s efforts to formally
establish an Erub district within your Borough. As I had
previously indicated to you, The Deal Synagogue desires
to establish such a district on behalf of those of the Jewish
faith residing within the Borough of Deal, as well as a
number of other neighboring municipalities. As you may
know, the primary purpose for the creation of the Erub
District is to permit Orthodox Jews to “carry” on the
Shabbat and other Holy Days in accordance with
prescribed Jewish Law.

You will recall that The Deal Synagogue Erub Committee
previously obtained authorization and acknowledgment
from the municipality, that the municipality did not object
to the placement of the Erubs to telephone poles within
areas of the municipality. That authorization was obtained
at the request of New Jersey Bell Telephone Company.
The Board of Directors of The Deal Synagogue and The
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Congregation Rabbi

Rabbi Edmond Nahum
Cantor / Rabbi

sanctity of the Shabbat and, in turn, bring the Mashiach

and final redemption closer. Amen.

Jack Adjmi

Eli Seruya

PS. Please note that all the beach areas are not included in

the boundaries of the Erub.
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Rabbi Isaac Dwek
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prohibitions that an Erub does not allow. The Erub
permits the carrying of items that may be used on the
Shabbat, whereas items that are mukzeh are still not
permitted to be carried, such as umbrellas, pocketbooks,
wallets, cigarettes, tools, writing instruments, etc. Any
activity that violates the sanctity and spirit of Shabbat still
remains prohibited. We are referring to bicycle riding, ball
playing, etc. Our rabbis have ruled that an Erub does not
sanction these activities.

We have commissioned this booklet by the renowned
Torah Leader, Rabbi Yaakov Hillel, which will present a
detailed map of the Jersey Shore Erub. It will be
distributed to every Synagogue and Jersey Shore resident.
More important, this booklet we will instruct you on what
is permitted and prohibited on the Shabbat due to the
Erub.

It is incumbent upon every household that plans on using
the Erub to call the Erub Hotline, (732) 660-1001, each
Friday afternoon before candle lighting for a recorded
message on the status of the Erub. In addition, we hope to
install a pole with a red and green light in front of each
Synagogue, to indicate the status of the Erub.

We thank all the individuals who have contributed to this
most important project and for allowing this Erub to
become a reality.

We wish to express our thanks to Hashem for the success
in this great project and we pray that it will increase the
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Rabbi Isaac Dwek
Congregation Rabbi

Rabbi Edmond Nahum
Cantor / Rabbi

approvals. Thank G-d, they all granted us a 99-year
approval for the Erub. Each and every one of the Mayors
of these towns worked very closely with us. They
understood the importance of the Erub to our
community, and did everything in their power to satisfy
our needs and requirements. We would like to thank each

of the following Mayors:

1. The Honorable Harry Franco Deal
2. The Honorable Terrance Weldon =~ Ocean Township
3. The Honorable Adam Schneider Long Branch
4. The Honorable Paul Zambrano ~ West Long Branch
5. The Honorable Gerald Tarantolo Eatontown
6. The Honorable William Rosenblatt Loch Arbour
7. The Honorable Joseph Coyne Allenhurst
8. The Honorable William J. Duffy Jr. Interlaken

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Rabbi
Nissim Basala, who dealt with all the minute details of the
Erub from the time he awoke in the morning until he
went to sleep. The Erub would not be here without his
dedication. Also, a word of thanks to our contractor, Mr.
David Baumser, who did all the physical work. Though it
did not go as smoothly as we anticipated, he stuck by us to
the end.

The erecting of an Erub around our Jersey Shore
community was done to decrease the Shabbat desecration
and to permit a greater freedom of movement in order to
enhance the beauty of Shabbat. There are many
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The Deal Community and its surrounding towns are
extremely fortunate that after 25 years, thank G-d, we
have finally completed the Erub. Our rabbis and leaders of
our community have long envisioned an Erub around the
Jersey Shore, but due to technical reasons, it was
impossible until now.

A little more than a year ago, Rabbi Yitzhak Dwek, Rabbi
Edmund Nahum, and Rabbi Yomtov Yedid, together with
the help of a handful of lay leaders, embarked on building
an Erub for our community. At the request of the Gaon,
Rabbi Ovadia Yossef, we began this great undertaking.
Presently over a dozen of the greatest Rabbinical
authorities have given us their haskamot. We were very
fortunate that one of the foremost authorities on Erubim
in the United States, Rabbi Moshe Heinemann, agreed to
undertake this great mitzvah. Rabbi Heinemann spent an
enormous amount of his personal time and resources on
behalf of our community. He dealt intensively with our
contractors, personally walked the entire Erub boundary,
and obtained a helicopter to fly around the perimeter of
the Erub making sure everything was 100 percent kosher.

Once we received all the approvals from our Chief
Rabbis, permission was still needed from the utility
companies for the use of their poles. Then began the
complex task of obtaining approvals from the politicians
of the various towns. Initially no one realized that with

eight different municipalities, we needed eight different
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FRTHE DEAL ERUB

The

Deal Erub Committee
wishes to recognize "
an outstanding Rabbi
and melodious Cantor
for his steady ||
and tenacious support

of the Erub project

since its inception

Rabbi Edmund Nahum
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“ Dedicated
to each and every
family in our community.

May this Erub enhance
the holy and beautiful Shabbat.

Jack and Rachel Adjmi
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This booklet has been prepared by
Machon Ahavat Shalom
Jerusalem

By request of the
Deal Erub Committee

Under the continual supervision
and guidance of
Rabbi Yitzhak Dwek
Rabbi of the Deal Synagogue.
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“A special thanks to all
who contributed
to the Erub fund.
May they be blessed
by Hashem”

Rabbi Ovadia Yossef
(See page 31 for full text of letter)
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THE DEAL ERUB

Issues and Questions

Concerning the Erub in Deal, New Jersey

With letters of approval
from leading rabbis of our day,
responsa on the laws of Erub,
a synopsis of the laws of carrying on Shabbat,

history and concepts of Erubim

|| THE DEAL ERUB COMMITTEE
Deal, New Jersey
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SEPHARDIC MEN'S MIKVEH
SEPHARDIC TORAH CENTER
DEAL YESHIVA GIRLS BUILDING
DEAL YESHIVA BOYS BUILDING
ILAN HIGH SCHOOL

TORAH ACADEMY

OHEL ELIYAHU
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JERSEY SHORE ERUB
ERUB HOTLINE 732-660-1001

HOLLYWOOD GOLF
CONGREGATION MAGEN DAVID (WEST DEAL)

SYNAGOGUE OF OAKHURST

'OHEL SIMHA CONGREGATION (PARK AVENUE)
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