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For my father, Baruch Cywiak, whose sacrifices made 
it possible for me to survive the Holocaust and have an 

extraordinary story to share with the world. 
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Cywiak. The love, faith, and wisdom they showed 

throughout my early years stayed with me, helping me 
to get by the dark days of the Holocaust. 

For my late wife, Malka Cywiak. 

For the six million Jews murdered during the 
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Foreword 

Three Things 

-During the surnmer of 2008, at the ripe age of eighty 
share his סeight, Rabbi Samuel Cywiak was finally ready t 

legacy with his family and his Holocaust experiences with 
the world. This was discovered by Karen Harvey, a Saint 
Augustine historian and a writer friend of mine, who had 
visited the Sons of Israel Synagogue in downtown Saint 
Augustine, Florida, that summer as part of the research 
she was doing for a book project about the Nation's Oldest 
City titled St. Augustine Enters the Twenty-First Century 

.) 2010 , Donning Company Publishers ( 
-a creative סKaren had announced this opportunity t 

writing group I was involved in, and the prospect of 
the core. I סworking on a project like this thrilled me t 

Karen, and soon afcer, she put סexpressed my interest t 
uch with Rabbi Cywiak. I spoke with him briefly סme in t 

on the phone, and we agreed to meet in person some 
days later at che Sons of Israel Synagogue, where he had 
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. a lifetime contract to be the rabbi of the congregation 
We'd met just outside of his office space inside the 

synagogue's social hall, which was filled with long banquet 
tables and padded stackable chairs. His office, in which 
we'd conduct most of our interview sessions, was itself 
an extension of the social hall, but it could be closed off 
using a pair of dark brown accordion room dividers for 
when a little privacy was required. His office contained 
the standard gray metal desk and filing cabinet, a pair 
of rolling chairs, and a wooden coat rack where he'd 
carefully hang his black fedora when spending time at 
the desk or while presiding over the congregation in the 

meet me סmain sanctuary. Rabbi Cywiak was thrilled t 
and couldn't wait to show me various documents related 
to his Holocaust experiences, which he carried around 
with him in a collection of manila folders and mailing 
envelopes, all held together by a giant rubber band. The 

this personal record-keeping system was סonly exception t 
for his yellow star from the Holocaust, which was safely 

. secured in his wallet 
My immediate impression upon meeting Rabbi 

Cywiak was that, despite his short stature, he was large 
in presence and personaliry. He had a solid, stocky frame 
and was quite fit for a man of eighry-eight. He spoke with 
gusto, his heavy Yiddish accent tinge with a Spanish flavor 
from his thirry-plus years of rabbinical work for large 
synagogues in Caracas, Venezuela, and his voice was deep 
and stentorian. Not only was he mentally sharp but he 

. was young at heart and full of stories, lessons, and jokes 
, Afrer we shared a spirited and engrossing conversation 

he held up three fingers and said, "Three things! There 
, are three things that we have in common." At this point 

x 
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his expression was quite serious, as if this were a pivotal 
moment in both of our lives. And quite frankly, it turned 
out to be just that. Rabbi Cywiak continued. "Your 
family's from Poland. My family's from Poland. You read 
the Bible. 1 read the Bible. You believe in G-d. 1 believe 
in G-d. That's three things. 1hree things. Perfect!" At this 
point, his face formed a wide, genuine smile, and he let 

. out a hearty chuckle 
We then shook hands as an agreement to collaborate 

 on the creation of his Holocaust memoir. He asked me tס
participation in the project despite my earlier admission 
that this was to be my first foray into ghostwriting as well as 
memoir writing. Prior to this, 1 had written only my own 
works of fiction. He put his faith and trust in me based 

. on my character and the passion 1 had for the project 
Rabbi Cywiak's grip was strong and firm, yet warm, and 
the handshake lasted just longer than the average person 

. typically feels comfortable with 
But this was not your typical handshake. ln the bygone 

tradition of a handshake meaning even more than a written 
contract, this was an unbreakable pact, which became clear 
when Rabbi Cywiak said he couldn't understand why we 
needed a written and signed collaboration agreement. To 

, him, that handshake represented our business agreement 
including all of the terms we'd discussed, and was as good 

. as any notarized contract 
The process of interviewing Rabbi Cywiak every 

Sunday morning at the synagogue and taking the 
resulting notes and recordings and molding them into a 

, complete, cohesive story would prove to be a challenging 
yet rewarding undertaking. The next phase, however, of 
transforming that text into its initial printed form became 

xi 
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, an exhausring and frustraring barrle wirh rhe publisher 
go in a different direcrion afrer rhe סwhich drove us t 

inirial print run, and we create a second edirion, over 
which we had full crearive control. Three years afrer our 
first meering, Rabbi Cywiak and I had his Holocaust 

, memoir, Flight from Fear, published in its second edirion 
which went on to become an Amazon bestseller in 

. multiple categories 

The Devil's In The Details 

Personally, I'd never felt that rhe second edirion was as 
complete or as polished as I wanted it to be. Based on his 
age and his upcoming retirement (in ] une of 2011 at the 

ne), we were in a bit of a time crunch -סripe age of ninety 
to ger his memoir completed. We also had a very limited 
budget for publishing and printing rhe book, so certain 
elements had to be lefr out, and the majority of rhe cover 
and book design fell in my lap, and I was far from being 

. a professional book designer at that point 
, create a third and סOne of the reasons I wanted t 

most likely, final edirion of Flight from Fear was to give 
it a more polished, professional look by investing in a 
new front and back cover design, which was masterfully 
created by Matt McCormick. Matt incorporated an image 
of rhe actual yellow star rhat Rabbi Cywiak was given in 

, rhe ghetto. This was early in the war, in a small ghetto 
reason that rhey may not have had סso ir would stand t 

xii 
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the all-too-familiar, massed-produced yellow stars we're 
seeing in Holocaust movies and such. 1 can only סused t 

imagine that early on in the creation of the ghettos, the 
yellow stars were being made quickly, out of any yellow 

. material that could be shaped into the Star of David 
Aside from the more polished exterior for the third 

 edition, Dreamer Publications hired Tom Wallace tס
perform an all-new copy edit on the prose itself, to give 

. it the same professional treatment the cover had received 

One of the new features of this edition, and something 
be included סthat Rabbi Cywiak had always wanted t 

with his memoir, is a collection of maps of Europe that 
, document his movements during his initial flight and 

again, later in the war. I only wish I could see Rabbi's 
reaction to these wonderful maps, designed by Mike 
Erway, as 1 know how excited and jubilant he would 

. become upon seeing them 
During one of the interview sessions with Rabbi 

Cywiak, when he couldn't remember the specifics of an 
, event I'd asked about, he used the old idiom, "Details 

details. Ahhh, the devil's in the details." As l'd eventually 
learn based on critical feedback about his memoir, he 
couldn't have been more right about that. Every detail 

analysis and interpretation. For this סincluded is open t 
parts of the סthird edition, l've made some corrections t 

text that were erroneous, misspelled, or inaccurate in 
some way-instances that were meant to support and 
enhance Rabbi Cywiak's recollections but that, upon 

be corrected or updated. This סfurther research, had t 
in no way changes the actual events presented in Rabbi 
Cywiak's personal memoir, as his story and experiences 

. have always remained the same 
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All biblical quotations through this book will be taken 
from the Tanakh (the Hebrew Bible), but the specific 
books of the Tanakh will be referenced by their English 

. make them more universally recognizable סnames t 

* * * 
There are certain creative and stylistic choices that were 
made early on and have remained unchanged throughout 
all editions of Flight from Fear, which l'd like to elaborate 
on based on inquiries and comments l've received over 

. the years 
Back in the early 1950s in Louisville, Kentucky, where 

Rabbi Samuel Cywiak served his first role as a rabbi over 
a ]ewish community, a journalist had interviewed him 

, about his Holocaust experiences. Based on that interview 
, this journalist wrote an article titled Flight from Fear 
. which was later published in a Louisville-area periodical 

As it turned out, the journalist wasn't at all interested 
in exposing the horrors that the German army and 
Nazi regime had inflicted upon Europe and the ]ewish 
people. ln fact, in over three pages of text, which included 
numerous falsehoods and omissions, the Holocaust wasn't 
even mentioned. The terms ghetto and concentration camp 

. were never used 
lnstead, the story focused on Rabbi Cywiak's 

experiences in Russia as a refugee in the latter part of 
World War 11. Clearly, the goal of this article, in the age 

spread the Red Scare to the סof McCarthyism, was t 
citizens of Louisville, especially considering that the only 

. horrifying word in the entire article was communism 
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Therefore, Rabbi Cywiak and 1 felt it would be poetic 
repurpose the title of that misinformed article סjustice t 

for his Holocaust memoir and to tell his actual, complete 
. story and discuss the true horrors of Nazism 

Early on, Rabbi Cywiak stressed that he wanted his 
be written with a סfirsthand account of the Holocaust t 

ne that matched his own. He did not want סvoice and t 
an overly literary version of his story, using vocabulary 

him or didn't סles of expression that were foreign t yזor s 
come off סsound like him. He didn't want the narration t 

be someone he was not. lt's סas phony, like he was trying t 
note that Rabbi Cywiak had been born and סimportant t 

, raised in a ]ewish village in Poland. So he spoke Hebrew 
years into סYiddish, and Polish. ln his early twenties, tw 

World War 11, he escaped to Russia as a refugee. He spent 
, the final four years of the war in various parts of Russia 

learn some basic Russian to get by. Aft:er סwhere he had t 
the war, he spent just over ten years in the United States 
before taking a job in Caracas, Venezuela, where he 
stayed for over thirty years. So his Spanish become much 

. stronger than his Polish, Russian, and English, of course 
He returned to America in 199 2 and remained there 
until his passing. My point is that English is far from his 
first language. Still, he spoke English very well, albeit in 
simple and easy-to-understand phrasing with a healthy 

. which is an asset for a teacher of faith ,זy dose of humili 
Another area of importance for Rabbi Cywiak was the 

be so סtone of his memoir. He didn't want his readers t 
traumatized by the horrors he faced throughout World 
War 11 and the Holocaust that they wouldn't want to finish 

. r would feel depressed because they had read it סthe book 
, share his experiences while also educating סHe wanted t 
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enrerraining, and giving the readers some perspective and 
hope. He was a rabbi, a teacher, afcer all, and he certainly 

. share with the world סhad some important lessons t 
The challenge for me was in handling his concern 

about the tone of the memoir while navigating so many 
of his extremely upsetting memories and, at the same 

, cime, keeping his story moving forward. Fortunately 
, Rabbi Cywiak had so many wonderful stories, jokes 

and lessons relating to Judaism and rhe Holocaust that 
1 was ultimately able to place a number of chem into 
the manuscript where relevant to add some leviry when 

. needed, especially afcer some truly disturbing passages 
The final srylistic issue I'd like to address, which has 

garnered some criticism, is the use of"G-d" in reference to 
, be a sign of disrespect סche Holy One." Some felt this t " 

when, in fact, ic's quite the opposite. This is rhe pracrice 
of observant and especially Orthodox ]ews. Their intent 

obey ]ewish law by preventing the desecration of סis t 
G-d's name in any of the seven Hebrew forms or in other 

. languages, such as English 
Deureronomy 12:3 (Tanakh) instructs che following 

: about the destruction of pagan altars and monuments 
And you shall tear down their altars, smash rheir " 

monuments, burn their asherim with fire, cut down the 
graven images of cheir gods, and destroy rheir name from 

". chat place 
Deuteronomy 12:4 (Tanakh) follows with chis 

commandment: "You shall not do so to the L-rd, your 
". G-d 
ln the Torah, Rashi, rhe great medieval Torah 

commentator, added the following analysis: "Anocher 
... explanation is: 'And you shall tear down their altars 
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and destroy their name ... [but] do not do so [to the L-rd 
one סyour G-d]'; this is an admonition [addressed] t 

who would erase rhe Name [of G-d from any writing] or 
". remove a srone from rhe altar or from rhe courryard 

prevent any potenrial desrruction of סTherefore, t 
G-d's name, many rabbis, Torah scholars, and Orthodox 
ews have used misspellings ro reference G-d wirhout the ] 

risk of having ir be removed or desrroyed. Over rime, rhe 
hyphen was adopted as a substitute for the o, so thar any 
wrirings or texts about G-d would be in accordance with 

. ewish law ] 

Another Holocaust Js Not Impossible 

Ar the end of Flight .from Fear, Rabbi Cywiak warns rhat 
"another Holocaust is not impossible." This concern was 
largely based on pockers of anri-Semitic acts and rheroric 
appearing globally nearly a decade ago, during the time 
when we were crearing this memoir. He recognized 
an intenr in rhis rheroric rhar echoed rhar of the toxic 
European climate Rabbi Cywiak had wirnessed leading 
up ro World War II. 

As we come ro rhe end of a rarher horrif)ring 2020, with 
a global pandemic and widespread hare, bigorry, distrust, 
and racism, Rabbi Cywiak's memoir and rhe lessons 
he taught throughout ir are more imporranr than ever. 
Regardless of your skin color, your religion, your sexual 
idenriry, or your beliefs, ir's hard to deny rhat rhe graviry 
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. of hatred in this world has become utterly terrifying 
And yet we must have hope. Hope for a better world 

prevent a repetition of סwith less hate and the ability t 

the failures of our past. This, more than all else described 

above, may be the ultimate reason for an updated edition 
of Flight from Fear-so that Rabbi Samuel Cywiak's 

spread סteachings of faith, love, and acceptance continue t 
. all the people of the world סt 

Lest we forget, 

JeffSwesky 

November 2020 
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Introduction 

: I survived the two worst human monsters in history 
Adolf Hitler and ]oseph Stalin. In 1939, they became 
allies and divided Poland, my home country, between 

. them. These two ruthless dictators had a lot in common 
, 1940 Hicler builc a concentration camp in Auschwitz in 

and many more later. He is crediced with murdering over 
twency million people, including six million ]ews. One 

. and a half million of chose were ]ewish children 
Scalin'sAuschwitz was Siberia, where people could not 

. survive more chan a few years in the frigid temperatures 
Tens of millions of people died in Siberia, moscly 

. Christians. Scalin did not discriminate based on religion 
Anyone-especially the ]ewish refugees who escaped to 
Russia from German-occupied territories-who did not 

. Siberia סagree with Communism was sent t 
Since I was young, strong, and single, I found ways 

to survive grim situations and avoided falling prey to 
eicher Auschwitz or Siberia. Scalin was in power for several 

. kill millions more chan Hicler סdecades, so he had cime t 
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In a span of nearly thirty years, Stalin exterminated up to 
thirty million people. Some feel that, because the records 
kept by Soviets were incomplete and inaccurate, the 
fi.gures could be much higher. 

]ust imagine, if Hitler had been in power for even 
one more decade, how many more innocent people would 
have died. 

2 



Part I 

German-Occupied Poland 

(August 1939-December 1939) 
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German Occupied PoJand 
1939 August 1939 -December 

0 8 Baranowicze to Wysrzkow 
his סme t סm his yeshiva, Rabbi traveled h סFr 

. lidays סr the High H סf חshtetl by trai 

8 e Wyszk.ow to Ostrow 
w, but סWyszk סRabbi fled t חס,vasi חi חAfter Germa 

 was cap1ured near Ostrס w and thrס wn iח tס a ghett.ס

tock iaנys 0 0 Ostrow to B 
d חa סths later, Rabbi escaped the ghett חסm סTw 

. foot חסk סBialyst סmade it t 

tock to Lomza iaנys 0 0 B 
 Uח able tס lס cate aח y family, Rabbi setס ut agaiח

חס fסס t tס ward his materח al graח dpareח tsי
. mza סL חme i סh 

0 0 Lomza to Baranowicze 
 By trai-ח hס ppiח g, Rabbi re1urח ed tס his yeshiva iח

me סwicze, which had bec סחf Bara סthe city 
. ccupied by Russia ס

0 8 Baranowicze to Vilnius 
 Learning that his yeshiva had been relס cated tס

ride חg trai חסk a l סס.ia, Rabbi t ~~~ ius, .. Lith חYil 





Chapter 1 

, 1939 Onewindymorningin thewaningdaysofAugust 
, I stood pensively on the train platform in Baranowicze 

. Poland, suitcase in hand, waiting for my train 
I was nineteen, and for many years had been 

studying away from home at different yeshivas, rabbinical 
become a rabbi like my father. I סseminaries, preparing t 

was to become a seventh generation rabbi. lt was a very 
. proud family tradition 

Surrounded by heavy pine forests, Baranowicze was 
a key railroad junction between many major cities. lt 
was also the home of the Hasidic Slonimer Rabbinical 
Seminary, where I was officially enrolled. I studied at 

get a broad and סthe local non-Hasidic yeshiva as well, t 
. complete rabbinical education 

250 Since the locale of my education was nearly 
miles from my shtetl, a small Jewish village, I could only 

. a.fford to return home and see my family once a year 
, My shtetl was on the Bug River in Wyszk6w, Poland 

five miles northeast ofWarsaw, our -זy approximately thir 
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. counrry's capital 
, prepare for סI returned around this time every year t 

and participate in, the Ten Days of Repentance, which 
begins with Rosh Hashanah, the ]ewish New Year, and 
ends with the conclusion of Yom Kippur. These are the 

. most solemn and important days of the Jewish calendar 
. But this year was different 

Pages of a newspaper blew across the platform. I 
watched them drift quietly away and knew they contained 
articles about Germany's continued efforts to cause terror 
throughout Europe. The Nazis had already occupied 
Austria and Czechoslovakia, our neighbors, so an invasion 

. of Poland seemed inevitable. We just didn't know when 
, I must've become transfixed on those Reeing pages 

. because I jumped when I heard a girl shout my name 
"! Shmuel, Shmuel " 

I turned to see a young, thin girl with dark brown hair 
run toward the platform. As she came closer, I recognized 

. her pretty face 
"? Rachel " 

. She greeted me with a tight embrace 
What are you doing here?" I asked, though part of " 

. me was glad to see her again before I left 
see you go," she said, desperation in סI don't want t " 
. her warm, brown eyes 

". go. We talked about this סBut I have t " 
Why? You're heading right toward the Nazis! Warsaw " 

will probably be one of the first places they'll target." She 
buried her face in my chest and began to cry. "And you'll 

". be right there 
Listen-my family is back there," I said with a " 

forced calm. "I have to go back to them and see if I can 

8 
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". return with me סconvince them t 
"? Can't you reconsider? And stay here with us instead " 

For years I had celebrated the Sabbath, the Jewish day 
of rest and worship, with her family. Her parents, whose 
house was right across from the yeshiva, treated me like a 

. son of their own 
". my family's safery סNo, I must return and see t " 

". But you could get killed " 
". leave סbe careful, but I have t סI promise t " 

She looked at me with doubt. "Will I ever see you 
. again?" she asked, tears streaming down her cheeks 

". I certainly hope so " 

* * * 
As the steam engine's whistle screeched its departure, I 
watched Rachel through the passenger car window. The 
train lurched forward and slowly chugged along the 
tracks. Rachel ran alongside, waving with a pained look 
on her face. I waved back and watched her shrink and 

. eventually disappear from my sight 
. I felt a terrible emptiness 

be סWe had grown close in recent years. She seemed t 
. falling in love with me, and I was very fond ofher as well 
, Every Friday night in the great hall at my yeshiva 

there was a segregated celebration. The male students 
would sing and dance, while the girls would have to sit 
up in the balcony and watch. Some nights, I would signal 
Rachel, and we would sneak from the synagogue and sit 
on a park bench or the front porch of my apartment and 

. talk about our future together 

9 
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Now I didn't know if I'd ever see her again. 

* * * 

After I arrived in Wyszk6w, I walked through town toward 
home. An open market existed right off the streets not 

, far from our apartment. There were many kiosks around 
. make purchases סand people filled the market, looking t 

Today, I found my mother, Rebecca Cywiak, at a 
booth. She made crafts to sell at the market during the 
day, while the children were at school. This was necessary 

help my father take care of our big family; 1 was one of סt 
! seven children 

. Mama," I exclaimed and hurried over. We embraced " 
". see you סOh Shmuel, l'm so happy t " 

". Me too, Mama. Me too " 
The market was beginning to shut down, so 1 helped 

. my mother gather her things and walked her home 
1 lugged my suitcase, and she carried a large basket 

. ntaining various knickknacks סc 
"? Is that basket heavy, Mama? Want me to take it " 

" I' fi N " . son, m ne ס,

We returned to the U-shaped, two-story apartment 
, building where my family lived. The heavy iron door 

which was the only entrance into our complex, was wide 
open. At night, it would be shut and locked, because 
thieves were around, looking for things to steal. Thanks 
to the respect and admiration many had for my father 
and grandfather, we lived in one of the safest places in 

. Wyszk6w 
During the day, the public could come and go as 

10 
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they pleased. The landlord, a wealrhy Polish man who 
owned the entire complex, also ran the tavern there. lt 

our complex and סwas located inside of the entrance t 
contained a long bar, part of which could be opened up 

the street. He was in a good location for that. We were סt 
on Rynek Street, the central street in Wyszk6w, so many 
people would pass by, and they could order a drink right 
there from the street. Behind the bar on the inside were 
tables and chairs and even pool tables, so customers could 
come in and sit or play a game of billiards. The apartment 
building overlooked a courryard in which the children 

. living in the apartments ofcen played 
We passed through the entrance, past the tavern 

and its patrons, and entered the hallway leading to the 
. apartments 

Here, Mama, you look tired. Let me take your " 
". basket 

". No, Shmuel, it's okay " 
. But her weary frame told me something different 

". Mama, please. Let me help " 
"? You are such a good son-how can I say no " 

She handed over the basket, and we climbed the stairs 
our small apartment on the second floor. I could tell סt 

. the worry of invasion was draining her 

* * * 
My farher, Baruch, returned from the Hebrew school, the 
Talmud Torah, with my three youngest brothers, and they 
welcomed me home. I had already been living away from 
home at the yeshiva before my brothers were old enough 

11 



RABBI SAMUEL CYWIAK 

. know me, before the youngest was even born סto get t 
my own family. Since סSadly, I felt like a bit of a stranger t 

the age of nine, before I even reached Bar Mitzvah, I had 
. been living away from home, dedicating my life to G-d 

Later, I sat in the living room speaking with my father 
while my mother was in the kitchen and my brothers 
played in the bedroom. My father was the principal of 
the Hebrew school and was in charge of fifteen hundred 
children. He taught one class, but mainly he handled the 
day-to-day operations of the school, as well as the hiring 

. of other teachers 
, Not a tall man, my father was stocky, with thick 

strong arms. Honoring Orthodox traditions, he had 
grown sidelocks and wore a long robe. His beard was 
long and full like a red pine tree turned upside-down. I 
was studying at both Orthodox and Modern Orthodox 

-ward the latter. I was clean-cut סyeshivas, but I leaned t 
. no sidelocks, no beard-and I dressed conservatively 

I heard someone at the front door and thought it may 
have been our water delivery; my mother was waiting for 
it so she could cook dinner. We had no running water in 
the apartment-common for small towns-but there was 
a public well in the middle of the street from which we 
got water for drinking, cooking, and bathing. Boys from 

. the shtetl brought pails of water to the house for a fee 
. They made a living this way 

With no running water, our toilets were big pits 
that were dug behind the apartment complex. Inside our 
complex, we had a room on the first floor with buckets 

the bathroom, we סinside. Every time we had to go t 
carry the סwent in one of these buckets, and then had t 

bucket to the big public toilet and dump it in. Our room 

12 
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the bathroom at the סof buckets was better than going t 
, public toilet, because the smell in the latter was terrible 

. and you had no privacy, with apartments all around 
I started to get up, but rhe door opened. lt was my 

sister, Nehama. She had just returned from the local Bais 
Yaakov, which is like a yeshiva for girls where they study 

. the Torah, the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures 
lead a סlearn t סIt's not so rhey can become rabbis, but t 

. religious life 
"! Nehama-look at you " 

. Welcome home, brother!" We hugged each other " 
Srill living at home? When are you going to get " 

. married?" I teased her 
Is that why you came home-so you can give me a " 

"? hard time too 
. No," I said with a laugh. "I'm only joking with you " 

I was just telling Papa how crammed it is here. I'm used 
". having my own bedroom at the yeshiva סt 

I had a point-our home was a one bedroom 
apartment for the seven of us, and it was even worse when 

, my older brothers were still at home. My oldest brorher 
Label, had married and accepted a job in another ciry 

, and lived in a different shtetl. My third oldest sibling 
. my brother Nahum, lived and worked in Warsaw 

Nehama (the second oldest behind Label and eight years 
my senior) and my three younger brothers were all srill 
living at home. They had a lot of needs and were a big 

. responsibiliry for my parents 
 We were poor. A rabbi didn't get enough of a salary tס
, beds סtake care of a big family. My parents slept in the tw 

and all the boys slept on rhe floor around the beds. My 
sister slept in the living room and had a curtain around 
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. her bed to provide some privacy 
This is why my brother Nahum was the only one in 

the family who was not very religious. He realized the 
life of a rabbi would be a poor one, and he couldn't take 
it. Instead of studying the Torah and working to become 

, a rabbi, he had moved to Warsaw, the capital of Poland 
. and started doing anyrhing he could to make a living 

He survived very well. He was also a football player in 
Warsaw, where all the best players from Poland could be 
found. He was not like us, but he did what made him 

. happy 
Nehama flashed me a grin, letting me know she 

. understood 
See, Papa, she understands. Nehama has no privacy " 

". here 
. Son, I have a story to tell you." My father smiled " 

There was a widow, who lived in a small, one-bedroom " 
house with her six children and their family dog. How 
could she live like this? lt was terrible, right? She didn't 

. even have a husband to help out anymore 
, So-one day, she visited the rabbi. She said, 'Rabbi " 

I don't know what I'm going to do! I have six children 
and a dog and only one bedroom. How can I survive like 

'? this 
The rabbi asked, 'What about animals, do you have " 

'? any animals outside 
Why yes, Rabbi, I have a bunch of goats, so that '" 

we can have milk and make cheese. But they're not my 
.' problem 

, me סHe said, 'Look here. You'll have to listen t " 
. okay? You came to me because you think I can help you 

No matter if you understand or not, I'll tell you what to 
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.' do. But just listen and do what I say 
see you. I need סOkay, Rabbi, that's why I came t '" 

.' your help 
take all the animals inside ס'All right. I want you t " 

'? the house, one by one, take them all in. Understand 
.' Okay, Rabbi, I'll do as you say '" 

She took in all the animals, and a month later she " 
went back to the rabbi and .said, 'Rabbi-it's terrible! I 

'. don't know how I can survive one more day like this 
He said, 'All right, all right. I know, I know it's " 

.' terrible. Don't worry about it. Take the animals back out 
She takes the animals out and, ahhhh, she sighs of " 

relief. Very good. Life again! Things were back to how 
they were before she visited the rabbi, but this was afi:er 
she experienced something even worse. Suddenly, living 
with six children was not such a bad thing after all. You 

". see? The lesson is-things can always be worse 
Hah!" I laughed. "That is a good lesson, Papa. I'll be " 

quiet now and enjoy what we do have, okay? You don't 
"! need to bring any goats up here. I've learned 

". 'Are you sure? I could probably go find some ' 
No, no-not necessary." My smile faded as a more " 

mind. "Papa,'' I said. "Why do we סserious topic came t 
have to wait here? Why don't we flee like Jabotinsky told 

"? do סus t 

Ze' ev] abotinsky was a right-wing Revisionist Zionist 
leader and founder of Irgun, an underground militant 
Zionist organization. Jabotinsky urged all Polish Jews to 
evacuate Poland for Palestine as soon as possible. He had 
studied Hitler and read Mein Kampj, so he knew what 
we'd be facing. During a speech in 1938, Jabotinsky said 

". we were "living on the edge of the volcano 
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Where do we go, son? To America? America is not a " 
". land for religious }ewish people 

, How about Palestine?" 1 asked. "We can be }ews " 

". religious Jews, in Palestine 
No, you do not understand. We must stay here " 

and wait for Messiah. He will come soon, we don't know 
stay סwhen, but it could be any day. So we are obligated t 

". here and wait 
wait for Messiah, why don't סBut if we are going t " 

"? we wait in Palestine? Why do we have to wait here 
Sometimes 1 asked my father questions he didn't care 

for, because maybe it seemed 1 had less faith in G-d than 
the point, less faith in his rebbe, his סhe did, or more t 

Hasidic leader. But he did not correct me. He let me ask 
these questions. He was careful with me, because 1 was so 

. sharp 
, My older brother who became a rabbi was Hasidic 

like my father, but 1 was different. 1 was a misnaged, one 
the Hasidic beliefs, because my main yeshiva סopposed t 
. was that way 

Palestine, son. And only סOnly Messiah can lead us t " 
then can we start building a state of lsrael. We cannot 
believe rhat Hicler is going to do what he said he's going 

". let him do ir סto do. G-d is not going t 
1 knew this was a common belief among extrerne 

Orthodox rabbis. My father was an Orthodox rabbi 
and was following the advice of his Hasidic rebbe, the 

have a סGerer Rebbe. The Hasidic rebbes were believed t 
spiritual vision'' from G-d. This vision was thar we would " 

be protected from Hitler by G-d. }abotinsky, although 
he was }ewish, was not considered to be religious, so the 
Hasidic rebbes would not lisren to him. Bur 1 was young 
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and inquisirive, and Jaborinsky's warnings made more 
. sense to me 

, I noticed my morher at rhe edge of rhe kirchen area 
our conversation. No longer occupied with סlisrening t 

dinner prepararions, she wrung a kirchen towel wirh her 
. clenched fists 

. Mama, rell him we don'r have to sray," I said " 
. She met my gaze, but quickly lowered her head 

We have no choice, son, bur to stay," my farher " 
. answered for her 

Her shoulders slumped as she turned away. But not 
. before she dabbed her eyes wirh rhe towel 
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Chapter 2 

T he next day, September 1, 1939, we received news 
that Germany had invaded our country; it was declared 
the start ofWorld War II. Warsaw, our neighbor and the 
capital of Poland, had already been targeted by German 
bombing raids. We could hear the distant rumblings of 

. war 
Several days later, I sat by the window overlooking 

ard and studied the Talmud, the collection yזthe cour 
of ancient rabbinic writings consisting of the Mishnah 
and the Gemara, which constitute the basis of religious 
authority in Judaism. 1 began singing the words like a 

. song. And a realization hit me 
My grandfather, who had lived in the apartment next 

do סto us before passing away several years earlier, used t 
the same exact thing. He would get up very early in the 
morning, when everyone was still asleep, and study the 

. Talmud. Every morning for hours 
As a cantor, a ] ewish oflicial who leads the musical 

portion of a service, he had a beautiful singing voice and 
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remember סsing rhe words of rhe Talmud aloud t סused t 
. let them soak into his soul סrhem, t 

", This should be the right way to study the Talmud " 
. he once told me 

The owner of rhe aparrment complex, who was a 
sons. The youngest son, named Tajick, used סPole, had tw 

. ride his bicycle around the courryard every morning סt 
Even by that time, my grandfather was still singing the 
Talmud. Tajick rode in circles around the courryard and 

imitate my סcould hear my grandfather sing. He tried t 
grandfather, but did so in a cruel, mocking way. Maybe he 
was influenced by some of the anti-Semitism around the 
neighborhood. The }ews and Poles were living rogether in 

; Wyszk6w, afrer all. Or maybe he was just being a bad boy 
. he was only rhirteen years old 

, One day, when he was riding around yelling aloud 
, mocking my grandfarher, he rode out of the complex 

srill poking fun. He biked down rhe street toward a big 
 bridge that crossed over the Bug River. When he got tס

the bridge, he had an accident. He fell over and into rhe 
! water and got hurt. He almost drowned 

People need to be very careful about how they speak 
of others. Once an insult leaves your mouth, it cannot be 

. raken back. You cannot fix it. lr's already done the harm 
One of rhe lessons my grandfarher would chant was from 
the scholar Abiya. Essentially it had to do with speaking 

. ill of other people 
Abiya said, "Ir's similar to eggs. When you buy a 

carton of eggs, you're very careful. Because if you drop rhe 
carton, rhe eggs could break. If an egg breaks, you cannot 
fix it. Same rhing with your words. Be very careful with 

". what you are saying 
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My grandfather was well respected. He was considered 
, to be a sage and a very holy man. A lot of the local ]ews 

who knew what was going on, said that G-d had punished 
. Tajick for making fun of such a great rabbi 

I was lost in the memories of my grandfather when 
I felt the first vibrations. lt didn't even dawn on me what 
they could be. They became stronger until, it seemed, the 

. entire apartment building was shaking 
 I jumped tס my feet, sending the chair crashing tס

the floor. Nehama dropped the book she was reading and 
. stared at me 

. My mother approached us with her mouth agape 
. It's starting," she said " 

At that point, distant explosions sounded, and I 
could hear the buzz of planes approaching. My father and 

. my three young brothers were at the Hebrew school 
. We lefi: the apartment and hurried to the street 
. Panicked people screamed and ran in every direction 

The three of us headed for the trenches. People of our 
community had dug the trenches for protection against 
the predicted German bombing runs. I jumped into the 

 deep trench in order to catch my mother and sister tס
keep them from falling as they jumped in. We joined 

, many others, and we all huddled together in the cold 
. muddy earth 

I had seen small planes before, but nothing like 
these large, powerful German bombers. Dozens of planes 
filled the sky like bats bursting from a cave. They roared 
overhead, swooped down low, fired rounds, dropped 

. bombs on houses, anything to scare and intimidate us 

. And they did. Many of us were gasping and crying out 
We held each other close, and I felr my mother and 
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. Nehama shuddering against me 
Explosions started to sound off all around us. Homes 

and businesses smoked and burned from the incendiary 
1 , bombs dropped by the German planes. At one point 

look around. 1 was worried about סstood up enough t 
the rest of my family. 1 saw a woman heading for the 
trenches. She was mowed down by a machine gun burst 
from a plane. She dropped to rhe ground with a lifeless 
thud. Others were shot as well. A man ran from a burning 

, building, his clothing ablaze. These scenes filled my vision 
. one afrer another 

Now rhat the bombing had started, more people ran 
for the woods than the trenches. ln my heart 1 feared thar 

a bomb could find its way into the trenches, but we were 
still safer there than in our homes or on the streets, where 
we might be blown up or burnt. And the woods did not 

. offer much more protection 
. All 1 could do was pray to G-d for His protection 

* * * 
Hours later, when the last explosions had long passed 
and the drone of aircrafr faded away, we realized the fi.rst 
attack had ended. One by one we got up and climbed 
from the trenches. 1 helped my dear morher and sister 
from the trench. My ears rhrobbed and rang from hours 
of constant detonations. People's voices, their shouts and 
screams, were muffied. 

But ir was over-for now. 
Those remaining headed for their homes. Some who 

had fled for the woods rerurned, but the majority did 
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, not come back. lt seemed they decided to leave for good 
another סabandoning their homes and families to flee t 

? ciry. But where would they go? Would they be any safer 
As we walked, people coughed and choked while 

moving rhrough walls of black smoke. Some stood 
around sobbing and mourned the loss of unlucky loved 
ones. Others stared in disbelief at the charred remains of 
the buildings where they had once lived. I surveyed the 
area to find that many homes and businesses had already 

. been destroyed 
find that our סour aparrment t סWe returned t 

building had been spared. Srructures were burning all 
. around us, but we were lucky 

Shorcly afrer, Papa came in with my brothers. They 
exchanged hugs and well-wishes with my mother and 
sister. I gave my farher a big embrace and hugged all of 

. my brothers as well 
We knew that our lives would never be the same 
. again 
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Chapter 3 

F or a couple of days the remaining members of our 
community headed for the trenches when the sounds 
and warnings of approaching bombers began. Each time, 
we lay side by side with family, friends, neighbors, and 
strangers curled into balls, our hearts pounding, waiting 
out another attack. And attack they did. A few times a 
day they came and unleashed their bombs one after the 
next, sometimes for hours. 

One day, I kept waiting for the planes to return and 
resume their bombing raids. As the day passed on, it 
became clear they were not returning. We knew it could 
not be over, so we waited with fear in our hearts, praying 
to G-d for His mercy. 

Later in the day, I heard loud rumblings, and the 
ground vibrated beneath my feet. I ran outside and saw 
powerful tanks and armored vehicles made of black steel 
barreling toward us. As the vehicles arrived, the German 
infantry, wearing pale gray uniforms, spilled into our city. 
I kept my distance but watched with great anxiety. Many 
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. hide סran in fear t 
Enrering our ciry in a formation behind rhe German 

soldiers was rhe dreaded SS unit, distinguished from rhe 
German infantry by rheir black uniforms and swastika 
armbands. The Nazis! Once a ciry or terrirory was taken 
over, rhe German army stormed off to the face rhe next 

. battle, while the SS took over the local occuparion 
win the סThe German army's goal may have been t 

war, but the SS-as we would soon learn-was more 
. concerned with the eradication of the ]ewish people 

wiping out any people or races סThey were committed t 
, rhat rhey considered inferior, such as minorities, gypsies 

and homosexuals. Even the Polish population would 
. eventually become a big target for these executions 

The SS soldiers grabbed our townspeople, pushed 
the ground. They shouted סthem, and knocked rhem t 

out the question, ''jude? jude?' lt was the German word 
for ]ew. Those who nodded rheir heads or responded yes 
were immediately beaten or shot. The shock of rhese acts 

do סpenetrared my soul; my eyes burned. 1 was helpless t 
. stop it סanyrhing t 

. 1 turned and ran home 

* * * 
That night, there was a loud pounding at our door. My 

be with סmother ushered Nehama into the bedroom t 
my brothers. Once they were out of sight, my father 
opened the front door. A Nazi officer and a squad of his 
SS soldiers appeared on the other side, dressed in their 
menacing black uniforms. The officer entered our house 
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followed by two soldiers. Their high black boots smacked 
against our wood floors. The officer wore a German Luger 
holstered on his belt, and the helmeted soldiers carried 

. rifles 
Cywiak," hollered the officer. "Baruch and Shmuel " 

" C "akf . yw1 
He had asked for my father and me. We knew that 

some of the anti-Semitic Poles, as well as some local 
Germans, were working with the German army to inform 

Anyone .זy them about the ]ewish leaders in our communi 
the Germans might perceive as a threat. So, it was only a 
matter of time before they came to look for my father, a 

. well-respected rabbi and a teacher at the Hebrew school 
My father stepped forward first, and I, with some 

. hesitation, followed him 
. What do you want from us?" 1 asked " 

. My father told me to keep quiet 
. Where are you taking us?" I demanded " 

The only answer 1 received was the crack of a rifle 
the סover my head by one of the soldiers. I collapsed t 

floor. Pain shot through my head, my eyes watered. My 
. my feet סfather helped me t 

We are taking you on a work detail." The officer " 
 looked to my mother and then me. "There is no need tס

resist. If you do, you'll only make it worse. Come quietly 
". and there won't be a problem 

The soldiers grabbed and shoved us out the door. They 
jabbed us in the backs with their rifles as they marched 
us into the streets. My heart raced. Just what were they 

? planning to do 
s rabbis, teachers, and 'זy Outside, our communi 

leaders stood in a big group, with worry evident in their 
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han sixry men in all were standing in זeyes. Maybe more 
. he street surrounded by groups of soldiers and officers ז

I was the youngest by far. All the rest were our town's 
. elders 

 We were about to die. I felt it in my gu.ז

* * * 
They marched us through the town, across the long 

he זhe Bug River, and out into a field toward זbridge over 
woods on rhe other side of the river. A pair of jeepst drove 

he higher-ranking Nazis. Along with זbeside us carrying 
the headlights from the vehicles, a few soldiers carried 

. lanterns to light the way 
The whole time my mind was occupied with trying 

to find a way to survive. There was no help, nowhere to 
. hide 
My father took my hand and held it tighrly. We 

walked side by side, shoulder to shoulder. Thank G-d 
my grandfarher, Papa's father, had passed away several 
years earlier, or he would have been on rhis faral march 

· . alongside us 
My father leaned close and whispered, "Son, do 

survive. You may be the only one סanyrhing necessary t 
the house. Run, run as far סlive. Don't go back t סof us t 

be protorypes for the Kiibelwagen, Volkswagen's lighrer סBelieved t * 
and more stable version of the American ]eep, which were being 

. field-tested by the German milirary during the invasion of Poland 
An improved version would later become a trademark vehicle of the 

. Third Reich's military 
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away as possible. Try to get to Russia if you can. Promise 
" . ) . me you won t g1ve up 

" Ok P " . ay, apa 
run, they would gun סBut what could I do? If I tried t 

think סme down, kill me right then and there. I tried t 
of something, anyching, that would get me out of this 

. nightmare-some means by which I could save myself 
But while my mind raced, I continued moving along 

ward certain doom. At the סwith the rest of the group t 
edge of the woods, the soldiers stopped us in front of a 
long, shallow pit, which they, or a group of Poles, must've 
dug out a short time earlier. The officer shouted in German 

as the soldiers shoved us around until we formed one long 
straight line facing the pit. Our backs were to the soldiers 

. with the toes of our feet close to the edge of the pit 
I peeked back and saw the soldiers lining up behind 

us readying their machineguns. This was it. I faced 
forward and prayed. The clicks of their rifles cocking 

 echoed through the night. My father pulled me close tס
him. Everyching was happening too fast. What could I 
possibly do to get out of this? I looked to G-d, knowing 

. that He would ultimately take care of all of us 
The officer barked out an order and I heard the soldiers 

raising their weapons. My father squeezed me against his 
chest. Another order and the cracks of the machineguns 
began: Ra-ta-ta-ta-ta-ta-tah! My father shoved me into 
the pit and I crashed against the cold dirt. I looked up 

see others dropping lifelessly into the pit. They had us סt 
facing the pit, so we would easily fall into it once we were 

see us and have our סshot. Or perhaps they didn't want t 
haunt them in סfaces, the faces of the dead, come back t 

. their sleep-their nightmares 
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Moments later, my farher landed beside me. 1 dared 
him. ln rhe faint lighr, 1 could tell that my סnot speak t 

farher was dead. A splotch of blood appeared just below 
. his shoulder 

Then 1 realized that had been his plan all along-a 
plan to save my life. 1 closed my eyes and played dead as 

. fall and fill up the pit סntinued t סbodies c 
Afrer some time rhe shots lessened in frequency, until 

rhey stopped alrogerher. The officer, in a less intimidating 
his men, and 1 heard rhem סvoice, gave a command t 

stomp off through rhe grass, taking with them the dim 
. light from the lanrerns 

As quietly as possible, 1 rolled my father onto his 
back to fi.nd a large exit wound in rhe middle of his chest 
pouring blood. He must've been shot straighr rhrough the 

. heart 
The engines of rhe jeeps started up, and they drove 

. away. And rhen, all was still and eerily quiet 

* * * 
As 1 lay in rhat death pit, 1 cried for my father and for 

1 . all the people who were just senselessly murdered 
 prayed and prayed to G-d tס have mercy on rheir souls, tס

. welcome them into heaven 
When 1 knew the Germans were long gone, nearly 

an hour later, 1 sat up and looked around. The night was 
. dark to see any movement ססupon us and it was t 

Can anyone hear me?" 1 asked aloud. 1 waired for " 
responses, but none came. "If you're alive make a sound 
and I'll come help you." Srill nothing. ''Anyone? Anyone 
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"? at all 
Out of sixty or so ]ews-all of them elders except for 

me-marched into the woods by the Germans, I was the 
only survivor. I was surrounded by death-the senseless 

, murdering of}ews. This would be their final resting place 
their grave. What kind of evil does these things? Such 

. inexplicable hatred toward another culture 
Oh dear G-d, why is this happening to us?" I cried " 

. the silent night סout t 
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1 laid there in that mass grave and wept. I wept for my 
father, for the other ]ews who were murdered along with 
him, for a sacred tradition that would be no more-my 

observe the holidays with סtime away from the yeshiva t 
my father. As my heart broke and my mind struggled to 
cope with all the senseless death in that pit with me, I 
drifi:ed back in time with precious memories of happier 

. moments 
ln previous years, when I came home for Rosh 

. Hashanah and Yom Kippur, I didn't stay with my family 
see our great Rebbe in a small סMy father and I would go t 

town near Warsaw called Gera. We didn't even know his 
. real name. People used to call him the Gerer Rebbe 

There were a lot ofHasidic rabbis in Europe, but our 
Rebbe was special. He had thousands and thousands of 
followers all over the world who believed in him, who 
believed he was the greatest. That he was a prophet, a holy 

. man 
go see the Gerer Rebbe. Only סIt was expensive t 
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rhose who could really afford it went. My farher would 
save all year just to go; he didn't have much of a salary 
from the communiry. My father was a rabbi, but not the 
rebbe of the people. There were over ten thousand ]ews in 
the area, and in those days, there was only one rebbe for 
the whole ciry. There were many rabbis with the education 

do the job, but only one could be the head סand titles t 
rebbe. So what did they do? These rabbis went out and 

. got other religious jobs 

My father got a job in Warsaw. He was one of rhe 
three men who founded and ran Agudas Yisroyel. lt 
was a big organization for real Orthodox rabbis and 
still exists today. They have branches in America and all 
over the world now. My father had an office in Warsaw 
together with lsak Meyer Levine, the son-in-law of the 
Gerer Rebbe, and R. Benjamen Minz. lsak Meyer was the 
biggest speaker in the organization. lt was exciting to hear 

. him speak 
They were so powerful and strong in rhe capiral that 

they had their own daily paper for all of Poland. Isak Meyer 
, wrote for it occasionally, my father wrote every Friday 

. but Benjamen was the main writer for the newspaper 
ln his later years, my father couldn't go into the 

help סthis job. He had to be home t סtend t סcapital t 
my siblings and me, because my mom couldn't do it by 

care for סherself anymore; there were too many children t 
by herself. So he got a job as the principal of the local 

. Hebrew school 
To be a principal of a Hebrew school of fifteen 

, hundred to two thousand children, you had to be a rabbi 
had to be a learned man. My father was also on the board 
of directors for a ]ewish bank that gave loans without 
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interest. But these jobs did not pay well. lt was difficult for 
. raise a family of seven children on those salaries סhim t 

* * * 
My father believed in the Gerer Rebbe very much, as did 

my grandfather. Thousands of people came to be with 
the Rebbe for the ten days of the holidays, from Rosh 
Hashanah to Yom Kippur. The tenth day from the first of 

. the ]ewish New Year is Yom Kippur, Day of Atonement 
We had to stay the full ten days and pray with the Gerer 

Rebbe three times a day, and after the tenth day, we went 
. home. This was our annual tradition 

The first thing we were supposed to do on the day we 
see the Gerer Rebbe, and סget in a line t סarrived was t 

say, "Shalom," our traditional expression of greeting or 
. farewell 

My father told me once, "You better be good, because 
he can read your mind." My father and grandfather truly 

believed the Gerer Rebbe was such a powerful prophet 

. that he could read your thoughts 
There was a big synagogue hall where the services 

be. Five thousand or more followers would show סused t 
up to see the Rebbe, but the synagogue hall couldn't hold 
all those people. There was a big field outside, but that was 

, At night, the followers stayed in various hotels סס.full t 
. anywhere they could find room 

The big event during the entire ten days was the 
Third Meal on Saturday. The Gerer Rebbe would make 
an important sermon about the Portion of the Week, the 
reading from the Torah. There was also a big meal for 
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. everybody who could get inside 
that event, I used to סIn my early years when going t 

, get a place before the Third Meal started. Hours before 
I would get under the table and lay on the floor next 

where the Gerer Rebbe sat. I'd end up being right סt 
underneath his legs. That way I could hear every word he 
said. I was learning something. He must've always sensed 
me down there, because he used to throw down food, like 
fruits and vegetables, figuring I was hungry. Not only did 

! eat סI hear his sermon, but I also got something t 
There were times, when I couldn't get under the 

table, so I would climb a pillar. To be able to stay up there 
, and be comfortable, I would tie a rope around the pillar 

put my legs through, and hang suspended there. I tried 
hear him. If you were very near, you סeveryrhing just t 

could listen to the sermon. But if you were far away, even 
inside the hall, you couldn't hear, because he was a very 

. old man, and he spoke sofi:ly 
There was a big long table, and the only people who 

sit at it were important rabbis. My סhad the honor t 
grandfather was one of them. When my grandfather got 
old and couldn't go any longer, my father took his place 

. at the table and sat very close to the Rebbe 
But there came a time when my father couldn't 

breathe very well inside that crammed hall, because of his 
stay outside. By then, I was getting סasthma, so he had t 

lie under the table, so I stayed outside with סbig t ססt 
. him. I didn't want him to be alone 

He would stand near the windows, straining to hear 
the Rebbe, but he couldn't; it was impossible. Everybody 
knew it was impossible. The windows were very high, and 
when it was cold outside, the windows wouldn't even be 
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open. But everybody stood there looking intently at the 
windows anyway. 

So I asked my father, "Why do you try to hear, when 
you know it's impossible?" 

He said, "Well, you don't know that. Maybe I don't 
hear with my ears, but my soul has a capacity to hear, so 
my soul is listening." 

I couldn't say anyrhing to argue with that reasoning. 

* * * 
Each major ciry had a chief rebbe. And they would be 
named after the town that they presided over. Our Rebbe 

. lived in Gera, so he was known as the Gerer Rebbe 
In their system, they didn't have elections. But in 

a way, they were selected. Take a small shtetl where the 
jewish people were poor, not learned or educated. They 
didn't have factories or big businesses in these shtetls, just 

. small shops and the open markets 
If there was one intelligent, learned man amongst 

these jews, he would act like a rabbi and would become 
famous, and these poor, uneducated people would begin 

. believe in him. He would become their G-d, in a way סt 
wn. And once he was in, he was in for סThe rebbe of the t 

his סgood. And he would pass on the status of rebbe t 
. sons, like in a monarchy 

The rebbes were not like our ancestors, who had 
, their education through semichas, rabbinical ordinations 

from yeshivas. No, they didn't even have seminaries. They 
studied by themselves. Before the war, some seminaries 
were developed, but even those were created and run by 

34 



FLIGHT FROM FEAR 

the rebbes-the ones without an ordination, without an 
election. ]ust because they were the smartest and wisest. 
And there were dozens of these rypes of rebbes. Even the 
Gerer Rebbe received his title rhis way. 

* * * 
There was a lot of controversy about whose rebbe was the 

. best. People would be very emotional about their rebbes 
Why does this rebbe claim that he's better than " 

. ours?" someone might say 
Why does he claim he's more important than all the " 

. other rebbes?" another might ask 
The truth is, no rebbe would claim such a rhing. They 

humble. The Hasidim, the followers of ססwere all much t 
rhese rebbes, made these claims; they started this hatred 
between each other. Hasidim of one rebbe would hate the 

. Hasidim of another 
There was another ciry nearby called Alexander, so 

they had the Alexander Rebbe. His followers were called 
the Alexander Hasidim. I was a Gera Hasid. And there 
was a hatred berween rhe Alexander Hasidim and the 
Gera Hasidim. But rhis hatred was started by a handful 
of troublemakers who spread rumors, and it soon became 
truth. These people felt offended by anyone who didn't 
believe in and follow their rebbe. They even made up 
Yiddish songs about how great their rebbe was over the 

. others 
One I still remember. "Ours is the best-the rest are 

". stupid 
As l lay in the trench surrounded by the dead on 
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rhat first nighr of rhe invasion, I heard a rustling from 
above. I held my breath, blocked the memories. When 
rhe sound did not repeat, I let out my breath. Hatred was 

. the Germans סnot limited t 
rhose in European סThese rivalries are similar t 

foorball. The football fans have their fight songs and get 
into rumbles with fans of opposing football teams. But 

. t some sport; rhis is our religion סrhis is n 
. The Hasidim feuds exist way back in our history 

Because of hatred wirhin our own religion the Second 
Temple was destroyed by the Romans. Our sages rell of a 

story ofEmperor Nero becoming convinced that the Jews 
. were rebelling against Rome 

A wealrhy ]ew was to host a parry for his son who 
was getting married. The high priesrs of rhe remple and 

be in סall the important people of rhe communiry were t 
attendance. The host of this parry had a good friend by 

. rhe name of Kamtza and an enemy named Bar Kamrza 
Instead of rhe good friend, the hosr's servant invited Bar 

. Kamtza by mistake 
Bar Kamtza took this as an act to make amends, so 

. he dressed in his finest clorhing and attended rhe parry 
When rhe host saw Bar Kamrza, he said, "Who invited 
Bar Kamtza; he's my enemy!" He told Bar Kamtza rhat 
he hadn'r been invited and demanded that he leave 

. immediarely 
. Bar Kamtza showed his invitation 

The host said, "Ir's a misrake; you're not invired! I 
"! don'r want you here. Get out 

Bar Kamtza said, "Wait, I will pay for whatever I eat 
". and drink 

. This request was refused 
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". pay half of the cost for this feast סThen allow me t " 
"! No " 

, Then I'll pay for the whole parry-whatever it costs " 
I'll pay. Please don't embarrass me in front of all rhese 

" 1 . peop e 
The host did not accept and had him thrown him 

out inro the streets. Angry and embarrassed, Bar Kamtza 
said, "Since rhe rabbis were present at the feast and did 
not srop him, rhis shows they agreed with him. I'll slander 

"! rhe Emperor סrhem t 
Emperor Nero and told him that rhe ]ews סHe went t 

 were making fun of the emperor and were planning tס
. rebel against rhe Roman kingdom 

. The emperor wanted proof 
rhe Temple סBar Kamtza said, "Send an offering t 

". and see if it will be accepted 
the סrake t סA choice calf was given to Bar Kamtza t 

Temple, but along the journey Bar Kamtza intentionally 
blemished the calf. He did this because he knew it would 

. not be accepred in rhe state it was in 
Emperor Nero about the refusal סWord got back t 

of his offering. He became enraged and ordered the 
. destruction of the Second Temple of the ]ews 

All this happened out of hate. Nobody said a word 
stop this hatred. Not the סor did anyrhing at the party t 

. high priests, rabbis, or leaders of the ]ewish community 
So G-d said, "You have no leaders-you haven'r learned a 

". have a temple סrhing. You do not deserve t 
In the pit, beside my farher's corpse, I remembered 

. these things 
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Hours after the shootings, when I knew it was safe, I 
. rny father and clirnbed frorn the pir סsaid a final farewell t 

I stayed in the shadows of night and, against rny father's 
warnings, crept back across the bridge into town. I had 
to go back for rny farnily, even if it was a rnajor risk to do 
so. Across the horizon I saw Jewish hornes in flarnes. The 

. Nazis were destroying thern all 
On the other side of rhe Bug River, I snuck back to 

our apartrnent building, raking precautions not to be 
seen. Since a Pole owned rhe apartrnent cornplex, it had 

. been spared 
. I crept back inside our apartrnent to find it ernpty 
. My mother wasn'r rhere, neither were any of my siblings 

. There were no signs, no traces of them. They were gone 
I lefr our apartment the sarne way I entered, as if rny 

life depended on rny silence. I visired sorne of our Polish 
. neighbors and lightly tapped on their door 

. Did you see rny mother? My farnily?" I asked " 
". Yes, they went to Bialystok " 
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'>'; k B'al " . 1 ysto 
Yes, the Germans have allowed Jewish women and " 

 children tס leave tס wn. Many have headed tס Bialystok tס
". reunite with their families 

go and find them." Bialystok סThank you. I need t " 
was a big Polish city approximately eighty-five miles 

locate them, if they סnortheast of us. lt would be hard t 
. were there, but 1 had to try 

Good luck. May G-d be with you," my neighbors " 
. whispered 

I would later learn that the horrors for the people 
in Wyszk6w had only just begun. Sometime aft:er my 
departure, the Nazis marched hundreds of ]ews, and a 

, number of Poles as well, into the big Wyszk6w synagogue 
. locked them inside, and set it on fire 

By the end of September of 1939, Wyszk6w no 
longer had a jewish population. We were all gone by one 

. means or another 

* * * 
As I headed off on foot toward Bialystok, I wondered 

me. Was she סwhat my mother thought had happened t 
, told that we were all murdered out in the woods? If so 

she had no idea that 1 had survived and was looking for 
, her. If she believed that both my father and 1 were dead 

how would she manage to keep it together while looking 
aft:er my little brothers? I imagined my sister being strong 

. for her, taking on much of the burden 
While traveling, 1 was so afraid ofbeing found by the 

1 . Germans, that 1 did most of my walking in the woods 
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traveled near the edge of the woods so that 1 could see and 
follow the major roads to know where 1 was going. But 
aside from roads, there was nothing but woods-on both 

. sides of the street and as far as the eye could see 
At nighr 1 slept in the trees. It was so awkward and 

uncomfortable up there, and there was the constant 
. danger of falling while sleeping, so 1 never rested properly 

After days of walking, 1 was so tired and hungry that 
1 went up to a house and knocked on the front door. They 
didn't have telephones in most homes, so 1 wasn't worried 
that they would call someone on me. There was not 
much chance of a German soldier being there. Germans 
wouldn't be caughr out in the woods or at farms, because 

, of the partisans. If they were caughr without orher soldiers 
they'd be killed. The Germans stayed in rhe ciries, where 

. they had homes and offices 
. A Polish woman answered the door 

1 Please, ma' am, please help me. I'm tired, and " 
". haven't eaten in days 

Oh, I'm so sorry. But 1 can't help you. 1 have a " 
family. You understand? I can't risk getting caught helping 

". you." She looked over her shoulder. "Well ... wait here 
She disappeared inside the house and returned a few 

me. lnside סmoments later with a sack. She handed it t 
. were vegetables, fruit, and a piece of bread 

1 wish I could do more to help." Her eyes filled with " 
. tears, her chin quivered. "Now I must ask you to go away 

". Please, go away 
". Thank you for the food. G-d bless you " 

A couple of days later, 1 came across a farm. It was a 
large piece of property with a house toward the roadside 
and a huge barn that sat much farther back. lt was 
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nighrrime, so I snuck into rhe barn. Ir was filled with farm 
equipment, stacks of hay, and many animals: mainly cows 

. and horses. I curled up on a stack of hay and fell asleep 
The next morning, when the owners opened up the 

begin rheir day's work, I hid toward rhe back. Ir סbarn t 
do so. I stayed in rhe barn a few סwas big enough for me t 

days, sleeping on rhe hay at nighr, even sleeping some 
during the day, and sneaking out into the fi.elds to retrieve 
fruit and vegerables from their crops and trees. I even ate 
raw potatoes. They were hard on rhe sromach, but I had 

satisfy my hunger. Plus סto do whatever was necessary t 
I had to regain my strength, so that I could continue my 

. journey to Bialystok 
One morning, I was not quick enough when the 

barn doors opened; I musr've srill been asleep. Suddenly 
. I heard a woman 

Oh, no, you're going to get me killed. They'll rhink " 
I was hiding you." The color left her face. She was very 
afraid of rhe possibiliry of being caughr by rhe Nazis for 

. harboring a ]ew 
I'm sorry, ma' am. I don't mean any trouble. I just " 

". get some sleep סneeded t 
? You have to leave. Do you want me to be killed " 
, My husband, my children-they'll kill us all. Please leave 

". and don't come back 
. I apologized again and left: 

There were many times during my travels when I had 
a house to beg for a piece of food or sleep in a סto go up t 

barn or sneak food from the fields. It became my way of 
. life, of survival 

Sometimes aft:er getting a sack of food from a farmer's 
rhe stables with the animals, eat it סwife, I'd go around t 
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sleep. ln the morning, l'd סall up, and then lay down t 
knock again, especially if 1 knew she was a good woman 

. and kind 

I'd say, "I ate everyrhing up. Could you spare some 
"? more 

lt wasn't only me doing this; there were hundreds of 
thousands of ]ewish people running from the Nazis. We 

. all had to do what we could to survive 
1 encountered plenty of good Polish people in my 

help, and they truly felt bad for סtravels. They wanted t 
the ]ews. They felt sorry, even סwhat was happening t 

cried at times. Some went out of their way to help. They 

. had good hearts 
Sometimes 1 felt sorry for them. They were so openly 

broken up, especially the women; they showed their 
emotions. The men were a little colder-too worried 

. about their families 
help סlsrael recognizes those non-]ews who tried t 

ewish people during the Holocaust. They give them the ] 
same honorary title of tzadikim, righteous ones, which 

. is also used for great ]ewish spiritual leaders and rebbes 

These non-Jews were people with hearts, who put their 
help ]ewish people. If caught, they סlives on the line t 

could have been killed just as easily as if they'd gone 
. against the Nazis. And oft:en times they were 

Usually 1 stayed away from the cities and remained 
in the woods, even if I was hungry, because there was too 

. much of a risk of getting caught by the Nazis in the cities 
eat in the woods, then סBut if 1 couldn't find ways t 

my choices became clear. 1 would either die of starvation 
find food סtake the chance of being caught t סor have t 

. in the city 
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fuer a couple weeks of travel and days without seeing 
-ex סGerman soldiers, I lefr the security of the woods t 
. plore a small town. 1 still had hopes of finding my family 

1 choughc 1 was near Bialyscok, but 1 didn't know for 
sure. Ic may have been Oscr6w, which was still a ways 

, wn סfrom Bialyscok. Cautiously I walked chrough the t 
gec past it and back into the security of סjust wanting t 

. che woods 
A kind Polish man approached me wich a sack over 

his shoulder. "What are you doing walking in the open 
"? like this 

" t Wh d " . you mean סat 
" J . h t Yc " . ou are ew1s , no 

". 1 am " 
"You're not from around here?" 
"No, l'm from Wyszk6w. l'm looking for my family: 

the Cywiaks. Do you know the name?" 
"I'm afraid 1 don'c. You need to be careful. The SS are 

everywhere. They're putting all the ]ews into the ghetto." 
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". get to Bialystok סI'm trying t " 
Good luck, and stay out of sight." He reached inside " 

his sack and retrieved a piece of bread. "Here-I'm sure 
". you're hungry. I must go now. Be safe 

". Thank you, sir. G-d bless you " 
many ססI was tired and weak from travel and t 

overpower all סsleepless nights. But the hunger seemed t 
else. I found a secluded spot in an alley and practically 
inhaled the bread. That little bit of food in my belly would 

. go a long way to give me energy 
wn as fast as possible, I סleave the t סIntending t 

find myself facing סturned toward the main street only t 
. SS guards pointing rifles at me סtw 

What are you doing out here, ]ude?" asked one of " 
the guards. I didn't have a beard or look like a typical 

. rabbi, but they certainly recognized that I was Jewish 
". I was just leaving " 

Leaving? Leaving for where?" the other one said " 
. with a laugh 

"? You're not from around here, are you " 
". No " 

"? I saw you eating. Where did you get the food " 
. I had it with me," I said " 

So you're hungry, huh? Come here." I walked toward " 
them and one officer slammed the butt end of his rifle 

catch my סmy knees trying t סinto my stomach and I fell t 
. breath. ''Are you hungry now?" They both laughed 

ward the סwn t סThey drug me through the t 
impoverished area, probably the former living area of the 
poor Polish population-a ghetto. There was a makeshift 
wooden gate with a sign, ]uden (German for Jews), posted 
on it. Another SS guard opened the gate so they could 
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. bring me in 
ust inside, one of them pinned a yellow Star of David ] 

. on my chest. The word jude was written at its center 
remove this when in public under any סYou are not t " 

circumstances," he said. "Understand? lr's very important 
". that you remember that 

I knew that if they spotted any of us walking around 
. without their star, they would kill us on site 

". Go on now. Get out of my face, ]ude " 
Cautiously, I moved away from them. There were 

thousands and thousands of ]ews walking or standing 
around, crammed into this ghetto. We were confined 

by barbed wire. Coils and coils סto the area of the ghett 
of barbed wire lined every exit, every possible avenue of 

. get out סescape. There was no safe way t 

* * * 
-After several days had passed, 1 understood that the ghet 
-to was only a temporary environment; they had some 
-thing worse in store for us. Why did they keep us sepa 

feed us? No, of course not. They סrate? Were they going t 
had sent us to the worst part of town and taken away our 

-homes, our possessions, everyrhing. They took our valu 
. die סthe ghetto t סables. They did all this and sent us t 
-keep the local Jews together סwas t סThe ghett 

separate from the Poles and others-to get us ready to ship 
; to the death camps. The SS would oversee this operation 

it was their job. Ghettos were holding places. They were 
. established while the camps were being built 

be created. They סAushwitz was the first death camp t 
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didn't have enough camps or space in the camps, so they 
kept the ]ews in the ghettos until the concentration camps 
were ready for them. And as soon as rhey were ready, they 

. had the ]ews shipped to the camps, to their deaths 
The German army used a lot of ]ewish people for 

work-those who passed the first "selection." When they 
came across the stronger ]ewish men and women, they 
forced them to work for the Germans, to help with their 

. war effort. The Germans could do anyrhing they wanted 
. They were in control 

But in the ghettos, people were dying from 
hunger. They crammed us all in there but didn't give us 
any food. The ]ewish people baked in the ghetto. They 
had some flour, and they made bread. But they had very 
little; supplies were limited. They had a system to get a 

. ration of bread 
help keep us fed and סThe ]ewish Committee tried t 

get food and water. They סhydrated, but it was not easy t 
had trouble getting supplies from the Nazis, and when 
they did, there wasn't much to go around. We had to wait 

-in long lines for food. Everyrhing was rationed out 
keep you alive. And even that was not a סonly enough t 

. certainry 
When hunger wasn't the problem, violence was. The 

SS would knock us over the head for nothing. Hitting or 
. shooting us was just part of their job 

In most ghettos, there was not much resistance. There 
fight back with. There were a couple of סwere no arms t 

exceptions in the larger cities. The most well known is the 
. Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 

Many years later, I learned that the leader of that 
uprising, Mordechaj Anielewicz, the partisan and well 
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known commander of the "Zydowska Organizacja 
Bojowa," ]ewish Fighting Organization, was born in my 
hometown of Wyszk6w in the year 1919. His parents 

Wyszk6w afrer World War I. During the summer סmoved t 
of 1942, he began establishing an armed organization. It 
is believed that he spent much of that time in the woods 
ofWyszk6w building this resistance in preparation for the 

. Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 

* * * 
One day in rhe ghetto, I saw a young woman across the 

-street holding a baby boy. The baby was crying and cry 
. srop סing, and she could not ger him t 

An SS guard approached her. "I'm sick ofhearing this 
". ew baby screaming. Make it stop ] 

I'm trying, I'm trying," she said with a look of worry " 
". on her face. "He's just hungry 

Hungry? Thar's not my problem. Make him stop or " 
". I will 
Hush, hush," she told her son, but the baby only " 

. cried louder 
Here, let me take a look," he said and slung his rifle " 

over his shoulder. He took rhe baby boy from the mother 
and held him up. And then he did somerhing that will 
haunt me forever. He grabbed rhe baby by his feet and 
swung him against the wall of a building. The precious 
little head struck against rhe hard brick surface. The baby 

. made no more sounds and was dropped to the ground 
". There," rhe Nazi said. "Problem solved " 

. the aid of her baby boy סThe mother knelt, rushing t 
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My mouth hung open. Despite all the horror I'd already 
seen with my own eyes, I couldn't grasp that any human 
being was capable of this evil. With rage in my heart, I 

. wanted him to pay for what he did 
Other ]ews looked on with horror was well, but the 

fear that hung over the ghetto was paralyzing. The Nazis 
mind your סwere so intimidating, so cruel, you had t 

. die סbusiness, or you could be the next t 
Before I could even think of what I could do, the SS 

guard retrieved the rifle from his shoulder and shot the 
. woman through the back of the head 

He began to look around, looking for an excuse to 
have another target to shoot at. People hurried away, not 

. wanting to be the next one killed 

(x * * 
I prayed and prayed for that baby and his mother. I prayed 
for all of us, that this barbaric treatment would end, but I 

. ime soon זydidn't believe it would be over an 
1.5 The death of that baby, and the deaths of the 

million Jewish children during the Holocaust, is a hard 
. swallow סtruth t 

How could ?זy How could G-d allow such an atroci 
any of the Holocaust be fair? This question haunted 
me for many years. In time, through study and prayer 

 and spiritual development, I have found some peace tס
that question. During the course of my service to Saint 
Augustine, Florida, 1 wrote an article that I offered to the 

provide comfort for the hard things that סcommunity t 
happen in our lives. The atrocities are man's doing. But 
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no suffering goes unnoticed by G-d. 

And they saw the G-d ofYisrael; and under his " 
feet there was a form of a sapphire brick, like the very 

. 10 : 24 heaven for clearness," Exodus 
This sentence is complex. Undoubtedly, the 

unimaginable notion of "seeing" G-d refers to 
some aspect of divine glory, as the commentaries 

the Brick of סhave already expressed. The allusion t 
Sapphire begs for explanation. Why does the Torah 

? menrion this 
The Targum Yonason cites a Midrash, in-depth 

commentaries and interpretations on the Hebrew 
Scriptures, which sheds light on this enigma. This 

which סbrick is a reminder of the wretched slavery t 
Beni Yisrael were subjected. The Jewish men and 
women worked side by side, tramping and treading 

. the mortar 
One delicate young woman in the advanced stage 

of pregnancy miscarried as she was treading upon 
the mortar. The stillborn child became mixed into 
the brick mold. The terrible wailing of the mother 

the heavenly throne, whereupon the סascended t 
" retrieve this "brick סAngel Gabriel was dispatched t 

heaven. It was placed next to G-d's סand bring it up t 
. throne as a memorial 

A profound lesson can be derived from this 
story. No incident is relegated to oblivion. G-d 

. records every horror, regardless of who is affected 
No tragedy suffered by his children is considered 

, insignificant. Amid all of the tension and shouting 
one young woman pathetically cried out. The angel 
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made a brick from the unborn child, and G-d 
had it placed near his seat. lndeed, as the Midrash 

te all of Egypt's סcontinues, that very night G-d sm 
. firstborn and the people were released from slavery 

The Sapphire Memorial was the most fitting tribute 
, to this young Neshamah, Hebrew for soul, and 

. perhaps a consolation for the mother 
 With this concept in mind, we may begin tס

confront some of the horrifYing tragedies, we have 
experienced, both as individuals and as members of 

. Am Yisrael 
. And amazingly our sages express a similar idea 

The Talmud in Avodah Zarah 3B, questions, what 
does G-d do in the fourth part of the day? The 

! response is: G-d studies Torah with little children 
Rashi, a French sage and genius, who is most famous 

 interpreter of the Talmud, explains that this refers tס
! children, who had died when they were yet young 

Horav S. Schwab, Z.L., applies this to our 
sages in a most poignant way. lmagine for one 
horrifYing moment, the one and one half million 
Jewish children whose lives were so brutally snuffed 
out during the Holocaust. They were tragically 

. sacrificed just as they were at the threshold of life 

. They are presently studying Torah with G-d, himself 
They have a personal Chavrusa, study-partner, with 
the Almighty! This is perhaps the meaning of the 
Sapphire Memorial." G-d perennially remembers " 

those who have experienced more than their share of 
. anguish in life 

50 



FLIGHT FROM FEAR 

(The preceding indented section, an article written by 
Rabbi Cywiak, is printed through the courtesy of 

St. Augustine Record.) 
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Chapter 7 

nearly two months, but 1 knew if I 1ס stayed in the ghett 
develop a סremained much longer, I could die. I began t 

plan for escape. There was a Jewish man who was able to 
get certain things. I saved up bread from a couple meals 

. him in exchange for a pair of wire cutters סand gave it t 
I waited until late one night when the weather was 

I ס.terrible. The skies were pounding rain upon the ghett 
snuck through the ghetto and found a somewhat secluded 
place-no guards, no lights. I escaped by cutting through 
the barbed wire fence with the cutters and went back to 

. hiding in the woods 

* * * 
Once I got my bearings and calculated my direction, I 

Bialystok. 1 took off my yellow סcontinued my journey t 
star and slipped it into a pocket. ln the ghetto, I'd have 
been shot for not wearing it. Outside the ghetto, I'd be 
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. shot if 1 was wearing it 
After arriving at Bialystok, 1 asked around for my 

family. 1 was told that a lot of people were leaving word for 
their family members. There was a big wall in the center of 

where people nailed up notes and letters, hoping yזthe ci 
their loved ones would come to that location searching 
for them. 1 looked through all the letters, but nothing was 

. posted from my mother 
1 wandered around asking ]ews if anyone was from 

Wyszk6w or knew the Cywiaks. Eventually 1 happened 
upon a family who knew my mother. They told me my 
family had passed through Bialystok, but they were no 
longer here. 1 had just missed them. And these people did 

. not know where my family had gone 
, Lomia, Poland 1ס figured they must have traveled t 

which is where my mother's parents lived. 1 had spent a 
lot of time in Lomia as a child because 1 attended my first 
higher rabbinical seminary there. The yeshiva was grand 
and prestigious. I stayed with my grandparents when not 

. at school 
lmmediately 1 left Bialystok and headed for Lomia to 

visit my grandparents and hopefully find my mother and 
, siblings as well. It was another long, exhausting journey 

. filled with more physical and emotional pain 
Nearly halfway into my trek, 1 came across a small 

. city near Tykocin 
1 found three ,זy ln a field on the outskirts of the ci 

large pits. Two of them were filled in with dirt. The third 
, pit was left uncovered. Hundreds and hundreds of dead 

decaying Jewish bodies filled the pit. Scavenger birds 
preyed on their corpses. The smell was unbearable and 

. similar to rotting waste or the foulest of gases 
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I don't know how long I stood, teary eyed, looking 
at the pit, reminded of my father's death, and my near 
death, but the horror of it tore me to pieces. Only people 

. of pure hatred could do such things 
. They didn't stand a chance," said a man from behind " 

I spun around with my hands raised, my heart 
. thumping 

I'm sorry. I didn't mean to frighten you," said a " 
. Polish man 

I nodded at him and lowered my arms. "What 
. happened here?" I asked 

The Germans came in on foot-just stormed in and " 

starting killing Jews. They didn'r even bother bombing 
ut סfirst." He shook his head. "The ones they didn't march 
". here were either killed in their homes or at the synagogue 

"~ Th " . e synagogue 
wn. "No ]ew סward the t סHe simply pointed t 

survived. Not one," he said before turning and walking 
. away 
Farther into the city I found the burned remains of 

rhe synagogue. Inside the charred, destroyed building 
. were hundreds and hundreds of burnt bodies, skeletons 
, lt was easy to figure out what happened here. The Nazis 

get rid of many ]ews in one shot, packed them into סt 
the synagogue, barricaded them inside, and set fire to the 
building eventually burning all the inhabitants alive. The 
few who found a way out were shot just outside of the 

. synagogue 
These were scenes I would witness again and again 

. passing through cities in Poland 
. The rest of the city seemed abandoned 

I said Kaddish, prayers for the dead, and continued 
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. Lomza סon my journey t 
. The stench of che murdered stayed with me 
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Chapter 8 

T hat night an unbearable hunger carne over me, and 
I realized I hadn't eaten in days. I was in the middle of 
the woods, no city in sight, no farms in sight. There were 

catch an animal and make a fire סtimes when I was able t 
. cook it. On occasion, I came across wild blueberries סt 

Any little bit of food helped to keep me alive. But this 
 time I was having no luck, and it seemed I needed food tס

. even continue my journey. My energy was sapped 
If I were to fall to malnourishment now, all would be 

lost. I would more than likely be caught or would die in 
. the woods 

rain, so I sat down on a toppled tree trunk סlt began t 
, under a thick tree and rested. I looked around for berries 

. eat, but found nothing סanyrhing t 
me and stopped. I looked at סA squirrel scurried up t 

, it for a few seconds before my survival instincts took over 
. and I lashed out with my leg and kicked it in the head 
. The squirrel flew through the air and landed with a thud 

I hurried over and picked it up. lt was stunned, but not 
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. dead, so 1 quickly broke its neck 
start a סEveryrhing was wet, so 1 couldn't even rry t 

fire by using matches, if 1 had any. Wirh fires, 1 had to be 
careful, because it would give away my position if 1 was 

. within rhe range of German soldiers 
cook rhe squirrel, and סRegardless, 1 had no way t 

Typically, with ס.had no idea how soon 1 would be able t 
eat raw meat or meat that סewish law, it is not kosher t ] 

is not properly prepared according to the stipulations of 
 our law. There is an exception, rhough. lt is permitted tס

. bypass rhe kosher customs if a Jew's life depends on it 
I sat back on the log and stared at rhe animal. My 

stomach screamed for nourishment. 1 found some thick 
tree branches and used them as crude knives to peel back 

. the fur and skin 
And then I did the only thing I could-the only 

option lefi:-l began to eat the raw and bloody squirrel 
. meat 

* * * 
explain this exception to the kosher סThere is a story t 

. customs 
There was a widow who was poor and didn't even 

have a place to live. She had a son who became very 
the doctor, who said he had to eat סsick. She took him t 

get better. She saved up what she could סchicken soup t 
cook for her son. The chicken סand boughr a chicken t 

had to be kosher-had to have a liver and a gallbladder. lt 
be a healthy animal. If the animal could die in the סhad t 

because it was sick, then that animal was ס,next day or tw 

57 



RABBI SAMUEL CYWIAK 

. not kosher to eat 
When che widow was preparing che chicken to be 

cooked, she couldn't find che gallbladder. A chicken 
, could not maintain proper health and live without one 

the rabbi and סso she feared it was not kosher. She went t 
asked if she could use it. The rabbi looked and saw chat 
she was right. There was no gallbladder. If it never had a 

. gallbladder, it was not kosher, and she could not use it 
the woman's story and became סThe rabbi listened t 

very compassionate. What else could she do for her sick 
child? She'd finally saved up enough money to buy a 
chicken for him, only to find it was not kosher. The rabbi 

do. How could he tell her it was not סdidn't know what t 
? kosher 

The rabbi licked rhe innards with his tongue and 
couldn'r even taste any bitterness, which means chere 
never was a gallbladder. He said, "You know what, take a 
lick and see, maybe you'll find some bitterness. 1 couldn't 

". find anyching 
. The woman took a lick and couldn't find any either 

She said, "Oy-ir's bitter!" lt was a common saying 
. at the time. She meant her situation was bitter, in crisis 

. You can have a sweet life or you can have a bitter life 
, The rabbi took advantage of her response. He said 

"! Oh, ic's bitter? Then ic's kosher " 
 He felt so bad for rhe woman rhat he used a trick tס

make it kosher. There's such humaniry when rabbis make 
. decisions like chis 

The law does say chat if ir's for a person's health, they 
can eat anyching. Kosher or not. The Bible says you have 

. guard your health very closely סt 
If her son had to eat chicken, and she couldn't afford 
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go buy another one that's kosher, what was she going סt 
, do? The law says give it to him. But she was so faithful סt 

the rabbi regardless. She סthat she would have listened t 
. the law סdidn't know the exception t 

* * * 
A couple of days aft:er eating the raw squirrel, I continued 
my journey through the woods toward Lomia. With the 
rustle of leaves, a man appeared from the brush. 

I jumped back with my arms up, hands balled into 
fists. 

"? Shalom," he said. "It's okay. You're ]ewish, righr " 
". Yes, I am " 

. So am I. My name is Raziel. I'm with others too " 
"? Why don't you come meet them 

, I calmed down and realized he was telling the truth 
. so we gave each other a proper introduction 

I'm sorry. You startled me-I thought you were the " 
"! Nazis 

'Are you hungry? What kind of question is that-of ' 
course you're hungry. Come on, I'll get you something to 

" . eat 
I followed him deeper into the woods until we came 

across a campsite, where several other men sat around a 
fire cooking food. They were older than I was, but not by 

 much. He introduced me to the others and invited me tס
. sit down 

Another man spoke up. "We are organizing as part of 
". the partisan movement 

Raziel handed me a cooked rabbit leg, which I 
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. devoured after thanking him 
. How many men do you have?" I asked " 

Not many yet, only twenty or so, but we're growing " 
o." He held up סstronger every day. We have some arms t 

hing זyshow me. "With weapons we can get an סa rifle t 
a farm, they give us food ... or סelse we need. If we go t 

 we take it. We have the power to survive, the power tס
"! fight back 

We have to fight. lt's our only option," said another " 
. isan זpar 

. t the only option," I said סNo, that's n " 
". Dying is not an option for me " 

I don't mean dying. I mean running. That's what " 
-I'm doing. lt's what my father-may G-d rest his soul 

". wanted me to do 
That awful day flashed back into my mind. I thought 

we should've run before the Germans arrived; we made 
! a mistake. ]abotinski was right; the rebbes were wrong 

My father and the other Hasidim thought that the rebbes 
. were prophets, so holy that they knew and saw the future 

That they could read your mind. They believed the words 
. spoken by the rebbes were the Words of G-d 

. This was not true. They were just rebbes, that's all 
Human like everybody else. I think my father probably 

and changed his mind while we were on ססrealized this t 
. the way to the pit. He could see that they were all wrong 

? How could he not 
A question jarred me back to the campfire 

. conversation 
You're a young, strong man. Why don't you take up " 

. a partisan asked me "?ז arms with us and figh 
, I had never picked up arms. I was afraid to use them 
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didn't even know how. "No, I can't. I've dedicated my 
life to serving G-d. Killing for me is just the opposite. 
Besides, I'm looking for my family, and once I find them, 
I'm getting us as far away from this as possible." 

"I understand. Well, you're welcome to stay with us 
as long as you'd like. Eat and rest up for your journey." 

* * * 
While sitting in front of the fire, eating the first decent 
warm meal in months, I reminisced about our tradition 
of Shabbat, also called the Sabbath, which is the weekly 
day of rest in Judaism. While on the run, I could not 
observe most Jewish laws like the Sabbath. I couldn't keep 
track of days-everyrhing was mixed up. I couldn't do 

survive each and סdo t סhing other than what I had t זyan 
. every day. All the rest was secondary 

. Before rhe war, we had always honored the Sabbath 
Shabbat began on Friday at sundown and was observed 
unril Saturday when the first three stars appeared in the 

. sky 
. Friday night we used to eat fish and chicken soup 

Chicken soup was very popular. But that meal was only 
for Shabbat; we couldn't afford to eat like that through 

. the week, because it was too expensive 
Saturday we didn't cook. It was against the law. And 

keep the food warm. We סwe didn't have the technology t 
used to make a cholent, a dish, like a stew, with a lot of 
potatoes, vegetables, meats. And we made kapusta, which 
was a Polish soup with either cabbage or sauerkraut. This 
was our special meal for Shabbat. You ate it at lunchtime 
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. next day 
Friday before sundown, you sent the pot full of 

cholent down to the baker. They put it in the bread oven 
, and it stayed there the whole night. The next day at lunch 
. they'd bring it back from the baker when it was still hot 

. Every Jew cooked cholent for Saturday's lunch 
 When I was a small boy, I had to take the pot tס

the baker's before sundown. I carried it by hand-a big 
pot for the whole family. The bakery was across the street 
from our apartment. lt was a very wide, wide street. One 
time, I fell on the street and the whole pot of cholent 

. poured out 
tell me, "Be ס.Afi:er that, Mother always used t 

fall, first סcareful-don't fall. If you know you're going t 
put the pot on the ground so it doesn't spill out. Then 

fall! But don't mess up the food, or we'll lose it and have 
". eat סnothing t 

Hah! How do you know that you're going to trip and 
put the pot סfall? If you did, how would you have time t 

? down first 
You couldn't, of course. This was a running joke she 

started, all because of that one time I lost the cholent on 
. the street 
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I stayed the night with the partisans and got some badly 
needed sleep. In the morning, they showed me how to 
make fire by rubbing sticks together, so I wouldn't need 

depend on matches. I had breakfast with the men, said סt 
. my farewells, and continued out on my own 

The night of food and rest with the partisans gave me 
Lomia. In the ciry, I found the same סget t סthe strength t 

destruction that my hometown had suffered. Buildings 
burnt or destroyed from incendiary bombs, toppled trees 

. and scattered debris, people weary and suffering 
Three quarters of the ciry was in ruin. I reached my 

grandparents home, which had been spared, and knocked 
on the door. This was a home where I had spent a few 

, years of my youth while I attended the yeshiva in Lomia 
which was only a short walk from their home. So many 

. memories were behind that front door 
Only, instead of my grandmother, a Polish woman 

opened the door. Before I asked the question, I knew 
what her answer would be: my grandparents no longer 
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lived here. And that's exaccly what she told me. She had 
no idea where they went or if my mother had passed 

. rhrough 
them all. Did my סI wondered what had happened t 

mother find her parents, and they all lefr together? Were 
? they all captured? Killed 

My mother's father made a living by selling food and 
wine. He owned a grocery store with a wine cellar, but his 
was not the only grocery store in the city. There were lots 
of them. He'd stay open until he had enough money for 
rhem to liv_e off of, and then he'd close up the store. He 

. be competition for the other storeowners סdidn't want t 
His was an example of humble ]ewish life. This was 

the kind of generosity that exisred everywhere within the 
. ewish community a few hundred years ago ] 

Many years later, I would find out that my kind and 
. humble grandparents were murdered by the Nazis 

* * * 

I did not stay in Lomza long-a few days, maybe. I 
. wanted to get back to my current yeshiva in Baranovicze 

lt was a long ways off-on the other side of Poland, near 
 the Russian border-but it was the only place I knew tס

go. Since my family knew I had studied there, I hoped 
. that they may have traveled there trying to find me 

By sneaking into an open compartment when 
nobody was looking, I hopped on different trains until 
I eventually got aboard one headed to Baranovicze. For 

 the first time since leaving home, I would not have tס
my destination. I was hopeful during my סwalk to get t 
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journey that once 1 got to Baranovicze, 1 would be out of 
. the hands of the murderous Nazis 

, 1 had spent my last seven years at the yeshivas there 
listening to lectures at least ten hours a day, six days a 

. week. The rest of the time was spent studying the Talmud 
Sometimes we'd have to stay overnight at the yeshiva 

. cover סbecause we had so much material t 
The Talmud was written in Aramaic, a very difficult 

understand. There were sixty-three books of סlanguage t 
study them profoundly. ln סthe Talmud, and we had t 

study all of the סaddition to the Talmud itself, we had t 
Talmud interpretations from the great scholars, like Rashi 

. and the Tosafists 
. Rashi was a French sage and genius of the Talmud 

His teachings from the Talmud and the Bible could be 
found everywhere. He was quite famous for it. He was 
able to make the most cryptic and puzzling passages 

. understandable and clear 
The Tosafists were grandchildren of Rashi, and their 

interpretations did not always agree with that of their 
grandfather, but they would always explain why their 

. translations were different 
There were other great interpreters as well. Each 

generation would have its brilliant scholars who offered 
their translations, and these were made into books. We 
had to study and learn all these different perspectives as 

become a rabbi. l've remembered סpart of our education t 
my סthe lessons all of my life; they've been stenciled int 

. brain 

* * * 
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We had plenty of lectures on morality and ethics-how 
. to be a good person and leader in the ]ewish communiry 

For at least an hour a day, we had to study books on these 
. topics. The base of all our studies was morality and ethics 

Arrogance was the worse trait you could possess in 
, learn humiliry סthose days. Back then, people wanted t 

and they wanted their children to be humble. There were 
. pic סspecial books on the t 

Our prophets and scholars taught that G-d hates 
, be hated by G-d סarrogant people. Since we don't want t 

. work at being as humble as we can be סwe want t 
Some of the rebbes were actually too humble. There 

, is a story about two rebbes who were on the same level 
little of ססbut one was much too humble. Too much or t 

. anything is no good 
pay his סThe humble rebbe visited the other t 

respects. He said, "1 am not like you. 1 feel like l'm just 
like my followers, a Hasid. Ordinary, not special. Not a 

". man deserving the title of rebbe 
"? The other said, "Why do you say that 

am a Hasid, l 1ס 'm not a rebbe like you, so 1 have t " 
". tell the truth. 1 am nothing. 1 am really nothing 

"? lf you are nothing, why don't you tell them that " 
He lefi: the rebbe and did what he said. Told his 

, people he was nothing. And the more he insisted that 
. the more followers he would get 

He went back to the rebbe, and said, "1 told them the 
truth. Now l'm more popular than ever before because 
they really think l'm truly humble. How can 1 convince 

"? them l'm not so great 
The rebbe said, "Wait a minute. Don't overdo it. They 

"! believe you סmay start t 
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* * * 

. There was a ]ewish movement in Poland called Mussar 
become humble, not arrogant-to be סThe goal was t 

. nice to people and criticize yourself, not others 
Their rabbi used to give a sermon once a week. One 

time he told them, "1 have something for you to do as 
soon as possible. Go to the pharmacy and tell them you 

". want to buy some nails 
They did as the rabbi requested. The pharmacist 

said, "You want nails? ln a pharmacy? Are you crazy? You 
can't buy nails in a pharmacy!" The pharmacist and other 

. customers laughed at the students 
make סThis was a lesson in humiliry. The idea was t 

a pharmacy-which סthem feel ridiculous. If we went t 
, was only for medicine in those days-and asked for nails 
 what would we look like? The people there are going tס

. make fun of us 
That's exactly what their rabbi wanted. He wanted 

be teased and סthem to experience how bad it felt t 
laughed at. This is how they would learn not to do it 

someone else, because they'd already experienced the סt 
. embarrassment and ridicule 

That was the Mussar movement. They did a lot of 
work like this to make themselves look ridiculous so they 

. could appreciate humility 
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Chapter 10 

Baranovicze, I went to see Rachel and סW hen I got t 
her family, but their house was empry. lt was apparent 
that they had taken what was important to them and 

town. As I feared, Rachel, who had become such an זfle 
. important part of my life, was gone 

I visited each of my yeshivas, only to find them 
empry. My student friends weren't at the apartments and 

. rooms they were renting. Everyone was gone 
. Not only that, the Russians now occupied the city 

They had signed the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact with 
. Germany just before the start of World War II 

This was a nonaggression pact between the two 
powerful nations, which also partitioned Poland between 

 them. The west portion went to Germany and the east tס
Russia. On September 17, 1939, a mere sixteen days afi:er 
Germany's invasion of Poland from the west, north, and 

. south, Russia invaded Poland from the east 
The Red Army attacked fast and defeated the Polish 

resistance quickly. Hundreds of thousands of Polish 



FLIGHT FROM FEAR 

13.5 soldiers were taken as prisoners of war. And the 
million Polish citizens of that region were declared by the 

. Russian government to be Soviet citizens 
I stood outside my main yeshiva, a place I had worked 

very hard at in recent years. I'd spent so much time inside 
. me סthat it had become a special, intimate environment t 

It was my home. This great yeshiva I'd become so attached 
. to over the years was now a ghost town 

find out what happened. I סI began asking around t 
came across an elderly Jewish man who filled me in on the 

. Russian invasion 
They don't want any resistance," he said. "They're " 

, t סt like the Nazis. They don't care if you're ]ewish or n סn 
as long as you abide by their laws. You are a Russian citizen 

. now, and if you make problems, you could be executed 
Thousands and thousands have already been deported to 
Siberia and other parts of Russia to do slave labor. Where 

"? are you coming from 
this point, and he סI told him about my experiences t 

. shared his sympathy with me 
This here was my yeshiva. Do you know where they " 

. went?" I asked 
. 'Ah, yes. They moved your yeshiva to Lithuania ' 

". Vilnius 
Vilnius, the former capital of Lithuania, was located 

near their border. After a history of turmoil, where the 
ownership of the city changed hands frequently following 
World War I, Vilnius and its surrounding area were finally 

. 1922 , 20 annexed by Poland on February 
I would learn later that the head of our yeshiva 

, found out that the Balkan countries-Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia-would remain neutral throughout the war 
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. based on the pact between Russia and Germany 
 Poland decided tס give Vilnius back to Lithuania tס

be on friendly terms, and that would keep Vilnius neutral 
. as well. That's exactly what we needed 

The Jewish United Appeal, a United States 
organization that supported ]ews abroad, helped organize 

. Vilnius סthe move of many yeshivas from war zones t 

. Our yeshiva and many others needed a place like this 
How else could we get away from the war and still study 

? to become rabbis 
be with them, so סImmediately, I knew I wanted t 

that I could be in a neutral place with my school and be 
. protected 

* * * 
Vilnius, 1 walked סget t סBefore working on a plan t 

around, looking at the yeshivas, synagogues, and other 
. spots I had frequented in my days in Baranovicze 

, rabbinical seminaries in Baranovicze סThere were tw 
one was Hasidic, the other non-Hasidic. I had studied at 

. both 
The non-Hasidic misnagdim, literally meaning 

opponents," were against the way the Hasidic yeshivas " 
taught. The founder of the misnagdim, also called the 
Lithuanian system, was Rabbi Elijah ben Shlomo Zalman 

. 1720-1797). He was also known as the Vilna Gaon ( 
". Gaon means "great genius in traditional Torah studies 

The misnagdim studied the Talmud profoundly. They 
find the deepest meaning of סasked questions and tried t 

figure out what the סthe rabbis' lessons. They wanted t 
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scholars in the Talmud meant to say. This was the way the 
. ewish faith studied the Talmud for thousands of years ] 
. Questions were encouraged, even questions about G-d 

"? They always asked "why 
 The Hasidic way was not interested in wanting tס

know why. They believed blindly without question. They 
, were interested in memorizing passages of the Talmud 

. that's all. They didn't study profoundly 
My father, a Hasidim himself, wanted me to study 

both practices. He wanted the Hasidic structure to give 
, me rhe blind fairh I needed, but for studying the Torah 
. Bible, and Talmud, he wanted me to get a deeper meaning 

. And my farher had the power to make rhat happen 
pe of yזln Baranovicze, there was only one of each 

, yeshiva. He officially registered me in the Hasidic seminary 
rhe Slonimer Rabbinical Seminary. But I considered rhe 

. other seminary to be my primary yeshiva 
, Afrer a student registers at a yeshiva, the rosh yeshiva 

rhe dean of a rabbinical seminary, ralks with the student 
 tס find out what he knows and what he's been taught tס

rhat point. Based on that discussion, he assigns a chavrusa 
. to the student, someone you can study with 

, encourage discussion and סThe reason for this is t 
therefore, learning. One student would ask a question 
and the other would answer, and together rhey would 
debate back and forth. They would learn more together 

. rhan if each studied alone 
, The Slonimer rosh yeshiva, Rabbi Samuel Hirshowitz 

me. Why he picked me, I סassigned his son, Yedidia, t 
don't know. lnterestingly, Rabbi Hirshowitz was actually 
a misnaged. Maybe he sensed that I was not as Hasidic 

. as my farher, grandfarher, and grear-grandfather were 
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I'd already had exposure to the non-Hasidic Lithuanian 
system and understood the differences. 

Yedidia was a rare and very funny person. He could 
not stand the Hasidic system. Like his father, he had a 
brilliant mind and always came up with creative ideas. 
He was a terrific person to be partnered with to study the 
Talmud in a profound way. 

* * * 

My rabbi for the Lithuanian system was Elchonon 
. Wasserman. His name was very important in those days 

. He was a tall, impressive-looking man 
Once a week, he used to walk from his home to the 

seminary to make a two-hour speech-a lesson-to five 
hundred students. He walked slowly, taking his time, all 

say to rhe סthe while thinking of something brilliant t 
students. The Slonimer Yeshiva was on the same street as 
rhis misnagdim seminary and between his house and rhe 

. seminary 
, I would watch for Rabbi Wasserman from Slonimer 

and when I saw him walking up rhe street, I'd hurry out of 
the yeshiva to follow him. I did this because I knew he was 
going to lecture students afrer the walk and I wanted to 
make sure I heard his speech. Also I liked to observe him 
during his walk. He would keep his eyes down, toward 
the sidewalk, hands clasped behind his back as he walked 
slowly, lost in thoughr. I trailed Rabbi Wasserman with 
a lot of respect. 1 made sure to leave plenty of distance 
between us, so that 1 wouldn't disturb him. I don't know 

. if he even realized I was back there 
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 When he spoke, he was calm and cool-easy tס
understand. His speaking ability was a gifr from G-d. It 

-was as though he would put a beautiful meal on a plate 
easy to visualize. His lessons became so clear. Plus he had 

. a great gifr for explaining things 
People called him Tsung shel Gold, which is Yiddish 

for "Tongue of Gold." Students from all over, even the 
United States, went there just to hear him. That's why they 
had a lot of students. There were heads of other yeshivas 
who gave similar speeches, but nobody, not locally or 

. anywhere else, could match Wasserman's gifr. Nobody 
He spoke in Yiddish, and his messages were so clear 

write סthat you could not miss the meaning of it. 1 used t 
. it all down and sell his speeches to pay for my expenses 

Rabbi Hirshowitz at the Slonimer seminary, on the 
other hand, spoke very fast. He became so excired during 
his lectures that his face would turn red. He may have been 
even more brilliant than Wasserman, but there was a huge 

, difference in their presentation sryles. With Wasserman 
you could memorize him. You could write his lessons 

. down and always understand them in the intended way 
But with Rabbi Hirshowitz's machine gun delivery 

catch what he was talking about. He סsryle, it was hard t 
was brilliant and had a fast mind, but he didn't know how 

slow down and explain the lessons at an understandable סt 
pace. Sometimes he would interrupt himself with an 

. entirely different or contradicting thought 
, him סln time, over years of studying and listening t 

his sryle of delivery. Eventually I סI became accustomed t 
. write down and sell his lectures as well סwas able t 

People never spoke to Rabbi Wasserman, because 
him. They were intimidated by סthey were afraid to talk t 
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. his brilliance. Plus, he was not at the seminary every day 
Rabbi Hirshowitz, on the other hand, was at Slonimer 

approach. I spoke to סYeshiva every day, and he was easy t 
. Rabbi Hirshowitz often and asked him a lot of questions 

There were always great lessons to be learned from 
. both rabbis 

* * * 
1 , My father covered my tuition, but unlike at Eomia 

pay for סstay. 1 had to find a way t סdidn't have a place t 
1 food and rent. There was a time in the beginning, when 

pay for the things I needed. So for a סdidn't have money t 
time I slept in the back office of a bank and acted as their 

. security at night 
The bank was a ] ewish business that loaned ] ewish 

people money with zero or very low interest. Big 
. communities had these banks for the ]ewish people 

They had set up a cot in the back office for me and 
another student, who stayed the night with me. ln that 
bank was the only place in town where you could have 
access to a typewriter and make copies. I used their 
equipment to type up the lectures from the rabbis and 
then made copies so that I could sell them. I would 

other students, but sometimes סmainly sell the lectures t 
pray would סthe local people who came to our yeshiva t 

 buy them t.סס

* * * 
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Selling the lectures alone was not enough money for 
me to live on. One day, when I was about fifreen years 

. the local barber and watched him work סold, I went t 
Afi:erward I bought a pair of manual clippers and began 

. practicing on myself 
In a short time, without any formal training, I began 

clipping hair for everybody there. There were five hundred 
, students. I was very busy-sometimes a little too busy 

rent a real room סbut I made good money and was able t 

instead of staying at the bank. Plus I had money for food 
and other necessities. I could afford to wear nice clothing 

. and live comfortably 
I was the only barber at the yeshiva. All the business 

me, and not only the other students but also the סcame t 
teachers and all the elders of the town who prayed at the 

. synagogue 
My older customers always gave the best tips, since 

. they weren't poor like most of the students 

* * * 
In the seminary, on Saturdays, the students were supposed 

read the Bible, the Torah Portion of the week, and סt 
. continue their studies 

I was renting a room near the yeshiva, so I wouldn't 
take my lessons at the seminary every סhave far to go t 

. ther options סday. But there were 
There were some big homes with extra rooms for 

rent or properties where students could rent out an entire 
house. lt was a house like this where a memorable story 

. comes from 
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. There were three yeshiva students living in one house 
On Saturday, the Sabbath, students didn't have to go to 

. the yeshiva, they could rest, stay home, whatever 
One Sabbath, these students decided to stay home 

. and play cards for money 
The rosh yeshiva was taking a walk outside and 

passed by this house. He walked up and looked through 
And lo ס.the window to see what his students are up t 

and behold, he saw them sitting on the living room floor 
! gambling on the Sabbath. That's a big sin 

The rabbi walked into the house and said, "What 
? are you doing? It's Shabbat! You're gambling on Shabbat 

What's the matter with you?" He turned to one student 
"? and asked him, "Why are you committing this sin 

The student said, "I'm sorry. I didn't know that it was 
" . wrong 

. The rabbi asked a second student the same question 
He said, "I forgot today was Saturday. I thought it 

". was just a holiday 
the third student. "Okay, he סThe rabbi turned t 

forgot gambling was against the law. This one forgot 
"? today was Saturday. What did you forget 

tell the truth. I forgot to pull down סRabbi, I have t " 
"! the window shades 
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Chapter 11 

F rom Baranovicze, 1 took a long train trip north to 
Vilnius, Lithuania. When World War 11 broke out, and 
it was decided that Lithuania would remain a neutral 

. territory, the Russians already had a presence in Vilnius 
withdraw their army from the city, as long סThey agreed t 

. as chey could establish military bases in the region 
The Russians may have had their bases and some 

military personnel there, but the Communist system was 
not governed, so life was fairly normal. We were able to 

. live a somewhat free and normal lifestyle 
We had access to good foods and other luxuries, but 

. the Russians were scill in control in terms of government 
Lithuania couldn't do a thing to make agreements with 
other countries; Russia wouldn't let them. But Lithuania 
was under Russia's protection from Germany, and that 

. was more important 
When 1 got to Vilnius, 1 tried to find out about 

my family, but none of the refugees who came to that 
shtetl knew of them. The newspapers did not discuss the 
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derails of what the Germans were doing with Jews they'd 
caprured. The media kept it quiet or perhaps didn't even 
know the truth. Before 1960, the media was very different 

. than it is today 
the big yeshiva in Vilnius and found most of סI went t 

the teachers and students from my Hasidic yeshiva there 
and some from the misnagdim yeshiva as well, including 
the great Rabbi Wasserman, whom l was so fond of in 

. Baranovicze 
China from סSome yeshivas were allowed to go t 

Lithuania with the help of the United States, which had 
a presence in Shanghai. Some rhink rhat Russia allowed 
this because they would try to make spies out of these 

stay in good terms סews to keep tabs on China or just t ] 

with the United States. Regardless, it's a little known fact 
. that Jewish communities had developed in China 

* * * 
Shorrly afrer my arrival, the government didn't want us 

rhe orher side סremain in Vilnius, so they moved us t סt 
the German border. The shtecl we סof Lithunia, close t 

moved to was in rhe big city ofTavrig. Only a small river 
. separated us from rhe Nazis 

Tavrig, I learned that thousands סOnce I got t 
Kaunas, the סupon thousands of people were rushing t 

temporary capiral of Lithuania, looking for a way to get 
entry visas into countries away from the war. Since foreign 
embassies were present, there was hope that we would be 

obtain visas to get out of Europe and escape to the סable t 
. United States or Palestine 
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Kaunas was about eighty miles east of Tavrig, so I 
 went there tסס in an attempt to get a visa. We had tס

wait in long lines outside the consulate-there were so 
many people with the same idea. During the lengrhy 

, application process, I stayed at rhe Slabodka Yeshiva 
known as the mother of all yeshivas. Located only a few 
miles north of Kaunas on the other side of the river, the 

a high level of study of סSlabodka Yeshiva was devoted t 
. theTalmud 

When not standing in line, our lives consisted of 
. studying the Talmud as though the war did not exist 
 I was fortunate enough to have been granted a visa tס

Curas;ao, the Caribbean island north of Venezuela. I 
thought I would be able to get out, but the Russians, who 

ntrolled the borders, wouldn't honor the exit visa. They סc 
. stopped me at the border 

". They said, "No. You cannot get out 
They were only letting other Russians, or those who 

agreed to be spies for Russia, out of the country. They 
. weren't letting the ]ews or anyone else leave 

. I was trapped in Lithuania 

* * * 
I lived in Lithuania a couple of months before my 
twentieth birthday, March 25, 1940, rolled around. 

The ]ewish holiday of Purim fell one day earlier that 
year, on the 24th. Purim is a holy day, a joyous celebration 
of the survival of the Jews, as told in the Book of Esther. 

Purim could have been the fi.rst holocaust. This 
happened afcer the destruction of the fi.rst Holy Temple 
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. while the ]ewish people were in exile in Babylon 
The king of Persia, King Ahasueraus, searched for a 

join his harem. He had killed his previous סnew wife t 
wife, Queen Vashti, after he became angry with her at a 

. party for refusing to present herself before his guests 
A beautiful ]ewish woman by the name of Esther 

, was brought to Ahasueraus by her cousin Mordecai 
reveal her true heritage. Esther, in סwho urged her not t 

Hebrew, means "hidden." Ahasueraus fell in love with 
Esther caring for her more than the other women in his 

. harem, so he made her his new queen 

King Ahaueraus's viceroy, Haman, was an evil man 

bow סHitler. He made a law that everyone had t סsimilar t 
him. Esther's cousin, Mordecai, refused to obey סdown t 

. false idols סthis law. He did not believe in bowing down t 
Haman was furious with him and wanted Mordecai 

killed. He even prepared a certain tree with rope that 
only Mordecai was to be hung from. As if that were not 
enough, Haman plotted to wipe out the entire ]ewish 

. population, but he needed a reason for such genocide 
In Esther 3:8 (Tanakh), he attempts to persuade the 
: king 

And Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There is 
a certain people scattered and separate among 
the peoples throughout all the provinces of your 
kingdom, and their laws differ from [ those of] every 
people, and they do not keep the king's laws; it is 
[therefore] of no use for the king to let them be. 

Convinced, the king gave Haman permission to deal 
with the ]ews as he pleased. Before Haman could execute 
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exterminate the ]ews, Esrher revealed her true סhis plan t 
heritage to rhe king. She made the king undersrand thar if 

be killed under Haman's decree, then she סall ]ews were t 
. would have to be killed as well 

This angered the king and he terminated Haman's 
 decree. He ordered the execution of Haman-for him tס

. be hung from rhe very noose meant for Mordecai 
Queen Esther had saved the ]ewish people from 

. extinction 
? Who would save us rhis time 
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D uring the year and a half I was in Lithuania, from 
une 1941, it was like I was on a vacation ] סJanuary 1940 t 

from the war. We were there studying, living fairly normal 
. lives for a year and a half. No bombings. No Germans 

The Russians were present just to observe the military 
. bases, but they did not mix in. They did not interfere 

ntrolled the borders. They were very good סMainly, they c 
at controlling borders. Nobody could come in; nobody 

. could go out 
Within the Lithuanian borders, we didn't even know 

what was going on in the war. The papers were forbidden 
even write about it. Auschwitz had begun its ugly סt 

campaign, and hundreds of thousands of ]ews were being 
murdered throughout Europe, but we didn't know. We 

. were isolated 
become סAll of us yeshiva students were studying t 

rabbis. The head of the rabbinical seminary knew that 
conquer countries and סGermany was going to continue t 

that many rabbis were being killed. He felt it important 



FLIGHT FROM FEAR 

become rabbis and סto prepare as many of us as possible t 
to get us ordained so that there would be educated rabbis 

. to teach the faithful 
To be truthful, we received our ordinations a little 

prematurely. Normally, we would've studied longer, but 
. with the war, we did not have the time 

In Russia, it was a crime to be a rabbi or preach 
force סreligion. In Lithuania, the Russians were starting t 

their Communist beliefs on us, and it was now against the 
law for us to be religious. If caught breaking their laws, we 
could've been sent to Siberia. We had to live as practicing 

. ews in secrecy ] 
Considering the alternatives, we had good lives while 

living in Lithuania. I received my first semicha, rabbinical 
ordination, during this time. lt was signed by Rabbi 
Samuel Hirshowitz, who was my rosh yeshiva at the 

. Slonimer Yeshiva in Baranovicze 

* * * 
Quite often, I thought about the conditions in Poland 
and wondered how my family was doing. Were they even 

? still alive 
, There was not much talk about what was happening 

us. And סpartly because the details were not getting t 
the other part was that we were focused on studying 

. profoundly to reach semicha 
, keep our humor about things סSince we tried t 
 occasionally a joke about the war would float around tס

break the serious mood. There was one about Hitler and 
. his minister of propaganda, ]oseph Goebbels 
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Goebbels was one of Hitler's closest associates and 
most devout followers. He was held responsible for 
Kristallnacht, the first organized attack on the ]ewish 
people in Germany and Austria on the 9th and 1 Oth of 

. 1938 November 
Before the Holocaust, Goebbels told Hicler, "1 don't 

, think we should label the ]ewish people as inferiors 
because it doesn't make sense. They are actually very 
smart, because they have the Torah and the Bible. They're 

". even smarter than the Germans 
Hitler couldn't believe his ears. He said, "What? The 

"! ewish people are smarter than the Germans? Impossible ] 
Goebbels said, "Let's go out on the street in the 

market and we'll see who's smarter-the Germans or the 
". ewish people } 

the market. There were both סThey walked over t 
German and ]ewish stores and businesses. First they went 

. a German store סt 
Goebbels said, "All right, let's see how good a 

". businessman he is 
, the store's proprietor and said סGoebbels went up t 

Can you sell me handled cups to be used for left-handed " 
people? Can you sell me something like this? 1'11 need lots 

". of them 
The businessman said, "What? Cups with handles for 

, left-handed people? Very few people are lefties. I'm sorry 
". but 1 don't have any cups like that 

. He said, "Okay. 1 understand." They left 
, Hitler, "He said he doesn't have any סGoebbels said t 

". yeah? You'll see. The }ewish people will have them 
Theywent into a]ewish store and Goebbels asked the 

. owner the same thing 
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The ]ewish man said, "Yes, we have them." He took a 
regular-handled cup and puts the handle in Goebbels' left 
hand. "There you go," he said. ''A cup for a left-handed 
person." He sold Goebbels the cup. 

Hitler and Goebbels left the store. "You see," said 
Goebbels. "Who's smarter? The German owner couldn't 
figure out that the same cup can be used for both right­
and left-handed people!" 
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Chapter 13 

D uring the spring of 1941, the Russians began to 
position tanks along the river and borders. We feared that 
an attack from Germany was imminent. Shortly afi:er, the 
Lithuanian government moved us away from the border 
and relocated all the }ewish students to a small town 
called Skhudvil, approximately fourteen miles northeast 

. ofTavrig. Over there, we had a big synagogue and school 
We weren't there for very long before another change 

occurred. With the threat of Germany invading, Russia 
occupied Vilnius again. They confiscated the records 

 containing names of those who had registered for visas tס
leave the country. They believed that those expressing the 
desire to emigrate were opposed to Communism. Terrible 

. news for us rabbinical students 
Our worst fears came true. There was an order by 

the NKVD, the Soviet secret police, to round up all the 
yeshiva students, with the intention of sending to Siberia 

. those who had registered for visas 
Big transport trucks pulled up in front of our 
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building one night. I was in my room and heard enough 
commotion from the secret police and my fellow students 

 in the hallway to realize they were coming to haul us all tס
Siberia. My heart pounded and I had to think fast. I had 
just enough time to jump out of my dormitory window 
before they reached my room. Once outside, I ran as fast 

. as possible to a nearby cemetery 
. A pair of NKVD officers were there waiting for me 

Again I had to use my wits, and in the hope that they 
only sought students who had registered for visas, I gave 

. a fictitious name 
They scanned their list of names intently, multiple 

. times, but did not find a match 
One of the policemen asked, "Why did you run 

"? away, then 
 " I thought all the students were being sent away tס

. Siberia," I replied 
Next time, don't run from us, or we'll take you " 

 f, v . anyway. iou re ree to goנ "
I realized, however, that someone would either report 

me or inadvertently reveal my name in conversation, so 
I ran back to the house where I had been staying. The 
owner of the house was a buggy driver named Tomof, 
who made a living with a horse and wagon. I was a good 

. stay there סfriend of his son and had been paying rent t 
. Tomof hid me in the attic 

leave סFor weeks I stayed hidden up there, afraid t 
the security of the attic, while Tomof kept me fed. Most 
of the other students, a few hundred of them, had been 

. Siberian slave labor camps סcarted off t 
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Tomof took a risk hiding me. He could have been sent 
Siberia too, if caught. He was a good man and really סt 

helped me in those days. He had to close the door of the 
attic to keep me safe. I was up there alone in darkness and 
solitude, with only my prayers for company. I only came 

. down if I had to use the bathroom or bathe 
Mostly I read books or newspapers and studied 

during that period in the attic, but I also had plenty of 
. think and reflect סtime t 

I worried a lot about my family, wondering what 
had become of my mother, sister, and young brothers. I 
prayed and prayed that they had found refuge from the 
horrors of the war. I reminisced about Rachel and how 
not long ago we were a young man and woman falling in 
love, and now I had no idea if she was even alive. And I 

remember the good times with my father, but the סtried t 
. my mind סimages of his violent death kept creeping int 
, While in that attic I wrote a very emotional 

sentimental song in Yiddish about the dark experiences I'd 
. gone through-about the running, the fear, the suffering 
: I would cry big tears of sorrow every time I sang this song 

Dark is the night 
And heaven is black 
I'm lying in the attic thinking 
And it hurts my heart 
Will they invade again? 
I'll be forced to run away 
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But my body still hurts 
From when I fled the Nazis 
The first time 
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Chapter 14 

By this point, we knew the Nazis were out to accomplish 
Adolf Hitler's Final Solution, a plan to methodically 
exterminate European ]ews. But where did this hatred 
come from? And how was it able to happen? 

The Nazi system was to systematically kill as many as 
they could until they got to the end. That was their goal. 
The Final Solution-to kill all the ]ews. 

The Germans-we don't know how many exactly­
were sympathetic to Hitler, mainly because he was a 
dictator. He didn't need the people's support or votes afcer 
he came into power. 

They voted him in the first time, and once he was in 
office, he did whatever he wanted. Ten years before the 
war, in 1930, he was voted into power. Why did they vote 
for him? 

Because Germany lost World War I, and had an 
economic crisis afcerward. There was the Great Inflation 
in the early 1920s followed by a Great Depression in the 
mid-1920s. The German middle class was ruined, and in 
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convince סthese circumstance, it was possible for Hitler t 
. prosperity סthe people he could bring Germany back t 

Hitler started winning support by using hate. He 
pointed his finger and started to blame groups that he 

. believed caused Germany to lose the war 
For some reason, he put the ]ewish people right in 

the middle of it. Hitler would say that the ]ews made 
rs and bankers, and סthem lose, because we were the invest 

we had profited from the war. He said the ]ewish people 
. became rich from Germany's defeat 

These were fictional stories, but a lot of German 
admit that they סpeople believed them. Nobody wanted t 

had lost the war because they weren't good fighters. Many 
Germans learned these lies when they were little, and they 
grew up knowing no other truth. They blamed and hated 
the ]ews for Germany losing World War 1. For them it 

. was a fact, not a story 
, There is a joke, probably based on a true encounter 

. prove a point סbut it has been passed down t 
Two German soldiers walking down the street. They 

came across a]ewish man, so they grabbed him and began 
beat him up. The soldiers asked him, "Who's to blame סt 

"? for us losing the war? Who made us lose 
The ]ewish man shrugged his shoulders. "1 don't 

". know 
. lose the war סTell us, the Jewish people caused us t " 

". Say it or else 
Okay, okay. The ]ewish people caused us to lose the " 

". war. The ]ewish people and the pretzel maker 
? One soldier said to the other, "What is he saying 

The Jewish people, 1 know. 1 heard him say it. But the 
"? pretzel maker 
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The other soldier said, "What, are you kidding me? 
The pretzel maker? Why the pretzel maker?" 

The ]ewish man said, "Why the ]ews?" 

* * * 
Maybe Hirler wasn't so crazy. There were millions and 
millions of ]ews spread out rhrough Europe. And plenry 
of them were wealrhy and had gold, jewelry, and valuable 
paintings. With this money, he could afford to fund his 
milirary. Germany was poor before World War 11, so the 

ward his goal of סewish wealth could keep him moving t ] 
. world domination 

! How could he get all rhat wealth? He had to take it 
Before he could do that, he had to kill or drive the ]ews 
from rheir homes. He succeeded by conquering many 
countries, like Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Poland, and 

build up סretrieve rhe riches and continue t סwas able t 
. his army 

But the discrimination and hatred toward the ]ews 
, did not necessarily start with Hirler and rhe Nazis. Yes 
, Hitler and rhe German army were rhe ones attacking us 

but they were only acting upon the thoughts that many 
other non-Jews had in Europe, including some of the 

. Poles from my birth counrry 
Discrimination is somerhing 1 knew and feared from 

an early age, before 1 knew of Hitler and the Nazis. lt was 
somerhing that each and every Jewish boy or ]ewish girl 

. face סhad t 
Long before the Holocaust, when 1 was a child, 1 was 

afraid to go to out in public outside rhe Jewish areas, as 
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walk by certain Christian סwere all ]ews. We were afraid t 
. churches 

There were many good Polish people who were 
considerate and neighborly, but anti-Semitism and 
racism existed too. Some European Christians, like the 
anti-Semitic Poles around my shtetl, truly believed that 
the ]ews were responsible for crucifying their Lord and 

, Savior, ]esus Christ. That's why groups of them hated us 
. embarrassed us, and called us names 

. Cursing the ]ews was a common thing in those days 
, The Poles would call us "Dirty ]ews." They'd scream, "]ews 

live with the discrimination סgo to Palestine!" We had t 
? and hatred. What were we going to do 

? Where could we go to get away from this humiliarion 
-And it went beyond words. If we looked at these anti 

Semitic Poles wrong or said something they didn't like 
hearing, they would threaten us and sometimes beat us 

. up 
. These things happened every day. Age did not matter 

When I was a teenager, there were Polish teenagers who 
would threaten me and beat me up. Even at my yeshiva 
this treatment continued. I lived with my grandparents in 

walk a mile or so through the city to סLomza and had t 
school every day. When walking on the sidewalk, if Polish 
kids were coming roward me, I had to step down from the 

, sidewalk onto the street and keep distance between us 
because if they were anti-Semitic, they would've beaten 

. meup 
The environment was already set for Hitler and the 

Nazis to come in and do horrific things to us. We didn't 
have anyone within our own country, outside of the 

. help save us סJewish community, t 
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The anti-Semitic Poles believed we deserved Hitler's 
wrath. They wanted it. Even though Germany invaded 
and took over their country and stripped them of their 
independence, at the same time they were happy with 

. Hitler and the Nazis 
Why? Because he gave them homes for free. Homes 

of ]ews that were now empty because his army had killed 
. or removed their owners 
"! Hitler said, "Take it 

Some of the Poles had big families, but small or no 
"! homes, so the Germans said, "Here-this is all yours 

These bribes helped win the people over. These Poles 
. helped out the Nazis by supplying them with information 

It wasn't only because the Germans gave them 
homes. Anti-Semitic Poles, like other European non-]ews 

with similar beliefs, hated the ]ews because they believed 
our distant ancestors killed ]esus. Which was a lie; not 
true. But even if it were true, how can they think that 

justifY the Holocaust? How can that be סis enough t 
enough to justifY attempting to wipe out the entire ]ewish 

? try to make us extinct סpopulation, t 
As if making up the lie about ]ews killing Christ 

wasn't enough, they used to say that we were drinking 
. blood of children-blood of Polish Christian children 
! That we'd kill them and drink their blood. How absurd 
. Our kosher traditions alone prove that could not be true 

eat meat containing סThe worst thing a }ew can do is t 
. any traces of blood 

. eat blood סThe Bible says you are not supposed t 
When you buy a piece of kosher meat, you have to put 
it in water for a half an hour, add lots of salt, and let it 
soak for an hour, then wash it off with fresh water so the 

98 



FLIGHT FROM FEAR 

maximum amount of blood should come out. Then you 
. can eat it. It's }ewish law 

Hatemongers even said we would kill Christian 
baby boys and girls and make our Passover matzos with 
their blood. How could they make such lies? How could 

? reasonable people believe such lies 
Who used to start these rumors of us killing Christ 

and drinking the blood of Christian children? A handful 
of Christian priests and bishops with an agenda. That's 

their סwho. Those few openly preached these falsehoods t 
congregations. They claimed to be men of faith. Men of 

. G-d 
 Their Christian followers were blind enough tס

believe in the lies. This group of priests and bishops did 
kill and destroy the ]ews. To hate is not enough if סthis t 

. the ]ews could survive 
But how could we survive the killing of 1.5 million 

say that ]ewish people would סchildren? They used t 
be punished one day for Christ's death. These religious 
leaders were responsible for the hatred, for creating the 

attempt סenvironment that made it possible for Hitler t 
. his Master Plan 

walk by certain סThat's exaccly why I was afraid t 
-my destination. Anti סChristian churches to get t 

Semitism was strongest around these churches. Ifl had to 
get somewhere and I knew of a church like that would be 
in my path, I would find a way to go around it and stay 

. out of their sight 

* * * 
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All that rime in isolation in rhat attic was difficult. I had 
much time to think about what was happening. How ססt 

, rhings would forever be different. lt was a sad, sad time 
. and I shed many tears 

I thought about my family and the way rhings used 
to be but could never be again. Our proud herirage would 
be tainted, and its continuation threatened. All that we 
strove for and built over the years, the generations, would 

. be ruined 
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Chapter 15 

weeks afrer I first hid in the סOn ]une 22, 1941, tw 

attic from the Russians, the Germans broke their pact 
invade Lithuania. They wanted סwith Russia and began t 

do that was through the סget into Russia, so rhe way t סt 
. Balric countries 

Immediately, the Germans forced their way into rhe 
ciry of Tavrig, with lirrle or no resistance from the Red 

. Army 
Days later, while I was still in the attic, the German 

, army and the Nazis came into Skhudvil. The buggy driver 
Tomof, helped me escape by hiding me in the back of 
his wagon and covering me. I had nothing except basic 

. clorhing, a prayer book, and several religious articles 
Later I would learn that only a handful of Skhudvil 

ews survived the occupation. The Nazis massacred almost ] 

. every man, woman, and child in that town 
Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman was found and arrested 

in rhe temporary capiral of Kaunas. He was murdered by 
the Nazis in Lithuania. His son, Simcha, escaped to Israel 
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. and survived the war 
Tomof drove me farrher east to another ciry, but the 

Germans were already rhere preparing to start another 
ghetto. He couldn't take me any farther. He had a job and 

go back, and I set out on סtend to, so he had t סa family t 
. foot once again 

another, coming סI ran and ran from one place t 
-across occupied cities rhat showed signs of bombings 

ruin and desrruction, burned up synagogues, many, many 
. atrocities 

During my walking, I came across rhree big pits. One 
was covered up well, another was half-filled, and rhe orher 
one complerely uncovered, piled with the dead bodies of 
Jews. Hundreds of bodies were tossed in each pit. The 
atrociry was eerily reminiscent of the pirs I'd discovered 

. in Tykocin 
Once again the distinct, foul stench of death srayed 

. with me 
, place was exhausting סWalking around from place t 

so whenever I could, I jumped on a train at nighr rhrough 
an open door. If rhere were no open doors, I'd have to 
jump on rhe side of rhe car, hang on with one hand, and 

keep סget in. Anyrhing t סunlatch the door's iron lever t 
. ahead of rhe Nazis 

I didn't always know where rhe trains were going, so 
, sometimes I'd find out I was heading the wrong direction 

jump off and wait for a train traveling סand would have t 
. the opposite way 

Weeks later, I arrived at a well-known yeshiva. I 
make some friends סthoughr if I found it I may be able t 

there. Maybe I could stay. But they were all getting 
leave already. It was no longer safe anywhere in סready t 
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. Lirhuania 
A small group of us lefi: rhe yeshiva in search of a 

. better place to stay. Afi:er a while, we came to a crossroads 

. In one direction was Vilnius, and in the other was Latvia 
". I said, "I just came from Vilnius. Ir's not safe there 

. No, Vilnius is where we need to be," said one person " 
That's right," said another. "The others all went " 

". the yeshiva סthere, t 
. You're wrong," I insisted. "Ir's very dangerous there " 

There's too much movement with the Germans in that 
" . area 

me. "Look," someone סThe others would not listen t 
"? said. "We're going to the yeshiva. Are you coming or not 

". No, I cannot go back there " 
. They turned and lefi: for Vilnius 

* * * 

I continued my journey alone, and at one point I came 
across a small city that was occupied and showed signs 
of becoming a ghetto. There were maybe fifi:y or more 
]ewish men, women, and children piled along the street 
in a gutter with their throats slit from ear to ear. I was 
frightened and wanted to get as far away from that sight 
as possible. 

Before the war, two hundred and forty thousand 
]ews lived in Lithuania. Of those, two hundred and 
twenty thousand were murdered by rhe Nazis and their 
collaborators. That scene of utterly senseless brutality will 
forever be embedded in my memory. 
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Chapter 16 

Aound the Lithuanian-Latvian border, I joined 
thousands of fleeing refugees. The powerful German 
aircraft: were soaring above. Their bombs were falling 
and detonating on all sides of us. lt was terrifYing. At 
any moment one might land right by me and it would 
all be over. I sprinted away as fast as I could while the 
ground shook from the deafening explosions and people 
screamed and ran all around me. 

1 literally ran most of the way through what was then 
Latvia, but my escape route was suddenly cut off when 
German planes dropped several thousand paratroopers 
on the road and land directly ahead. 

I slowed down and looked around for an alternate 
passage. Then a large Russian motorcar bearing a 
Communist officer and his men came roaring up beside 
me. They also saw the doom that lay before us, so the 
officer ordered his driver to cut through a dirt road in the 
adjacent forest. 

Taking his cue, 1 followed the path he created. 
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* * * 
Just inside the country of Latvia, I came to the Dvina 

wait סswim. I had t סRiver. lt was a big river-too wide t 
for the boat that, for a few dollars, carried people to the 

get on this boat, because there סother side. lt was hard t 
get across the סwere so many people from all over trying t 

 river, and che boat was fairly small. lt was a long wait tס
. get across 

I bypassed the long line, and when the full boat 
started off, I ran and leapt into the boat. Nobody stopped 
or questioned me. The ticket man was turned around 
collecting money from the passengers, so he didn't even 

. pay סsee me enter, and I didn'c have t 
che other side, I walked up the סWhen I got t 

. riverbank and fell on my face. l was beyond exhaustion 
I slept right on that spot for a long time-for days, it 

. seemed. Exactly how long, l don't know 

* * * 
Russia, but I סIt was a long journey through Latvia t 

usually could find food to eat. Latvia was a small country 
with many farms, so I had to steal or beg for food, like I 

. satisfy my hunger and survive סdid in Poland, t 
Sleep was difficult to come by, since I was always 

afraid of getting caught alone. Sometimes I had to climb 
up in trees and try to sleep. With little rest over a long 

. period of time, I grew weaker and weaker 
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* * * 
. In the woods of Latvia, I encountered Russian partisans 

This time, unlike the partisans I met in Poland, they 
were very well prepared. They were organized. They 
had communications. Some of them were somewhat 
anti-Semitic, but there were Jews mixed in with their 

. organization as well 
stay and fight if I wanted. But I סThey invited me t 

didn't want to participate. By then, I knew exactly where 

. continue moving סgo and what direction t 1ס wanted t 
While in Lithuania, we had maps that would occasionally 
post movements of the war for us. We'd already started 

Russia as סrun. My plan was to get t סthinking of where t 
. quickly as possible 

We all thought we'd have more time to plan our 
escape, but when the Nazis came into Lithuania, they 
came in with tanks and armored vehicles and from the 

 sky with paratroopers. The Russian soldiers were scared tס
death. They gave in. Hundreds of thousands of Russian 

. soldiers surrendered within days 

* * * 
When I got close to the border of Russia, I met a rabbi. 
There were lots of rabbis in the area, but this one in 
particular invited me to his house, where I stayed one day 
and one night so I could rest. 

He was an old man with a long gray beard, but I 
never even got his name. When I lefi:, he gave me a whole 
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satchel filled with food. 
Although I will never know the fate of that good soul, 

I will never forget his kindness. 
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(Above) Rabbi Samuel Cywiak's father, Rabbi Baruch Cywiak, teaching He­
brew ro his studenrs. Young Samuel is believed to be in the back row, second 
from the lefr. Photo courtesy oflsrael Pshetitsky of the Wyszk6w Associarion 
in Israel. (Below) Rabbi Baruch Cywiak (front row, second from left) on the 
board of direcrors of a]ewish bank. Photo courtesy oflsrael Pshetitsky of the 
Wyszk6w Association in Israel. 
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Above) The open market off of Rynek Street; the central street in Wyszk6w ( 

where the Cywiaks lived. Photo courtesy of Howard Orenstein of the 
Explore Your ]ewish Heritage in Wyszk6w, Poland." (Below) The long " 

be the same bridge סbridge over Bug River in Wyszk6w. This is believed t 
that Rabbi Samuel Cywiak and his father were forced across by Nazi soldiers 

courtesy oflsrael Pshetitsky of the Wyszk6w סduring the death march. Phot 
. Association in lsrael 
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(Above) The Wyszk6w bridge crossing over the Bug River. Photo courtesy 
of Howard Orenstein of the "Explore Your Jewish Heritage in Wyszk6w, 
Poland." (Below) Photo of the great Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman, whom 
Rabbi Cywiak studied under at the Lithuanian System while in Baranovicze. 
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Rabbi Cywiak in the סAbove) The acrual yellow star that was pinned t ( 
. ghetto. In the center, "]ude," rhe German word for "]ew," was written 

Below) Rabbi Cywiak's passporr rhat was granred afrer rhe war, so that he ( 
. America סravel t זcould 
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Rabbi Cywiak (left center) with his cousin, Rabbi Shlomo Goren (right 
center,) who was the Chief Rabbi of lsrael for three terms. 
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.OS IWEVOS 6RANOES RABtKOS DE JSRAEL 

Above) From a newspaper article discussing "The New Chief Rabbis of ( 
lsrael." Rabbi Samuel Cywiak (right) with his older brother, Rabbi Label 
Cywiak (left,) and his cousin, the ChiefRabbi oflsrael, Rabbi Shlomo Goren 

er.) (Below) The only surviving photo ofMalka Cywiak, Rabbi Cywiak's זcen ( 
wife. They were wed near the end of World War 11, and had four children 

. ogether ז

ll5 



RABBI SAMUEL CYWIAK 

Above) At a hotel in Colombia, Rabbi Cywiak forms a minion and wears ( 
phylacteries (on head and forearms) to perform a ceremony to convert a 

udaism. (Below) In 2001 , Rabbi Cywiak was given ] סgroup of young men t 
the honor of blessing the new building for the St. Augustine Record, the 

. ciry's primary newspaper 
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ing a luminary service in celebration of זAbove) Rabbi Cywiak hos ( 
Hanukkah. (Below) Rabbi Cywiak performing a wedding ceremony for his 

. er, Sara זgranddaugh 
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Above) Rabbi Cywiak's oldest child, son Chiam, pictured above with his ( 
, and Sara on his right) and their mother זfdaughters (Susy on his le סtw 

. Ahuva (far lefr.) (Below) Rabbi Cywiak with his daughter Rebecca 
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(Above) Rabbi's daughrer Bernice with her granddaughter, Dana. (Below) 
Rabbi's youngest child, his son Baruch, with his family: Chiam's mother­
in-law Fanny, wife Lya, son Mendy, daughrer Carolina, Baruch, and oldest 
daughrer Vanessa. 
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Bernice's daughters, Annette and Viviana, and :)ז righ סt זfAbove - From le ( 
Rebecca's daughters, Kyana and Cassandra. (Below) Rabbi Cywiak with his 

, righr): Alan, Eilad, ]ak, Dana, Stephie סt זfsix grear-grandchildren (from le 
. and ]essi 
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h a זed Rabbi Cywiak wi זal presen זLefr) ln 2010, the Flagler Hospi ( 
. hday זh bir 90ז ive plaque for his service as a chaplain and for his זcommemora 

ine זAugus ז.he S זhis joyous occasion was published in זזicle abou זAnd ar 
ine זAugus ז.esy of The S זhe cour זhrough זed זRecord. The clipping is prin 
. Rabbi Samuel Cywiak with Rukmini, his wife of 32 years ז)Record. (Righ 
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Chapter 17 

, there were thousands of people waiting at ~ At the borde 
the gates to get into Russia. Eventually they opened the 
borders and let everyone in at once. At a Russian railroad 

. station just inside the border, cattle trains were lined up 
, We were piled into these cattle cars. lt was uncomfortable 
, not only because of how tightly we were packed inside 

. but because it was summertime and very warm 
The train headed farther east, and inside one of these 

cattle cars 1 fell into a deep sleep. 1 woke in the morning 
and found nothing in my pockets. Nothing. Every 

. document 1 had carried, including my semicha, was gone 
1 felt panic, but what could 1 do? 1 was robbed of 

hing, including my tefillin, a pair ofblack boxes with זyever 
leather straps that contain scrolls of parchment inscribed 
with Bible verses. The straps of the tefillin are wrapped 
around the arms and head during morning prayers. Why 

. anyone would steal these is beyond me 
The only possession that remained in my pockets was 

my yellow Star of David from the ghetto. lt would remain 
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survive the Holocaust. I keep it סthe only item of mine t 
. with me in my pocket to this very day, as a reminder 

I still had the clothes on my back, but my shoes had 
been stolen too. When I got off the train, I had to walk 
around in my stocking feet. I went a long time without 

. shoes 
After traveling a while, we came to a big railroad 

station. I was a stranger in this country. I didn't know 
anything about it. I asked someone if he knew where my 

. train was heading 
", the gulag labor camps סSiberia, t סYou're going t " 

he said. "Ir's extremely cold and harsh. You'll work long 

". hours in the ice and snow. Ir's almost certain dearh 
I knew that the Russian soldiers would not let me 

walk off the train to avoid Siberia. If they knew I was a 
passenger, I would have to stay aboard until we arrived at 
our bleak destination. I came up with a plan. Before we 
arrived at the next station, as the train slowed down, I 

. jumped off and rolled along the ground 
From there, I walked to the station and found another 

"? trusting face. "Where do I go to register as a refugee 
. You can do that at Gorki," the man said " 

"? Do you know how I can get to Gorki " 
leave this station for that סI believe a train is about t " 

". destination 
be on it, so I found the train and looked סI needed t 

for an open door. When no one was looking, I jumped 
. onboard 

. hide; I didn't have money to pay for a ticket סI had t 
They also always asked for identification papers, and since 

. I'd just arrived into the country, I didn't have any 
I had to be careful not to be caught at the station or 
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sneak into a railroad car, or they would put me סtrying t 
. Siberia סon the next train t 

* * * 
Gorki, Russia, the weather had סBy the time I got t 

started to get very rough. The temperatures were freezing 
cold, and snow and ice covered everything. My feet were 

. even walk סfrozen, and it hurt t 
my family until I סI didn't find out what happened t 

got to Gorki. A lot of refugees came to Gorki-hundreds 
of thousands of us, not only from Europe, but also from 
Russia. Well, I met some other refugees there who had 
heard of my family's name and knew what had happened 

. to them 
You're from Wyszk6w? Cywiak?" one of the men " 
. asked 
Yes, my father was shot and killed in the woods " 

by the Nazis, but I was able to escape. When I returned 
home, my mother, sister, and brothers were gone. I've 

". searched everywhere for them, but have had no luck 
I am familiar with your family. I have crossed their " 

path." He paused and sighed. "I'm sorry to be the bearer 
of bad news, but they were all captured in Lomza and sent 

". Auschwitz סt 
Lomza, only I had arrived סI was correct in going t 

late. My heart sunk. That glimmer of hope I held ססt 
that they had found safety disappeared. Instead, my worst 
fears had come true. I wouldn't find out their exact fate 
until many, many years later. Mom, Nehama, and my 

. three young brothers where all murdered in Auschwitz 
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There was nothing 1 could do at rhat point. 1 was on 
the orher side of Europe. lt was too late for me to help. 

1 did not experience Auschwitz, but 1 came across 
rhis amazing poem rhat sums up some of rhe horrors rhat 
went on rhere: 

, Being in rhis place is very cold 
, There are people of all ages 

. young and old 
, 1 don'r even remember how 1 gor here and why 

scared ססAll 1 know is rhar l'm t 

. ro cry 
The first thing rhey did was take 

, everyrhing from us 
Then numbered us wirh tattoos to distinguish among 

. us 
, be strong סMy morher, in Hebrew, is relling me t 

? Bur all 1 can think of is where's daddy, whar is wrong 
, They rold us, if you do not work you will be dead 

, 1 srill don'r know why bur Rivka pur down her shovel 
they shot her and 1 saw rhe blood pour from her 

. head 
, We're all hungry and determined to ger out of here 

. But nobody moves a muscle, 1 guess out of fear 
, The days seem to pass, one into rhe other 

. 1 wonder if he is still alive, my one and only brorher 
Srories at night were rold of different jobs thar some 

were 
, forced to hold 

, Sorting out possessions and clorhes 
. Removing rhe reerh thar conrained any gold 

, Their skin used for lampshades, rhe far used for soap 

128 



FLIGHT FROM FEAR 

In this hell on earth, there was no hope. 
The surprise is not that so many died, 
The true surprise is that any survived. 

(Erwin Kirshbaum, "Auschwitz") 

. Erwin did not survive Auschwitz; she too was killed 
. tell her story סBut her poem survived t 
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ln Gorki, 1 went to the Russian immigration office, 
where a serious-looking man asked me, "Who are you?" 

"Well, l'm a refugee." 
"Wh b ~" ere were you orn. 
"Poland." 
"Where in Poland?" 

"' W k " . ysz ow 
all down and registered me as a זHe wrote i 

-byezcyenyets, a refugee. The man handed me my papers 
. my idenrification 

There were millions of people displaced from the war 
heir own people were זRussia. Even some of סcoming t 

hout places to live. Many were being sent to Siberia to זwi 
. ures זhe frigid tempera זwork hard labor outside in 

1 was lucky-rhis immigration officer gave me an 
work a סail. 1 had permission t זh a job de זID card wi 

-in Russia זhey called i ז", particular job-a "proper skill 
and they arranged for my transportation, a combination 

here. This gave זget me סtook t זi זha זrains זof buses and 
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me protection from the cold weather conditions that were 
. worsening every day as we neared the winrer months 

. You'll be working on a government farm in Shumarli " 
"? How many people do you have with you 

many ססMost refugees traveled with family-not t 
, people were like me, traveling alone-so I blurted out 

". There are three of us. I have my family with me " 
Without another question, the immigration worker 

handed me three tickets for travel on a nice passenger 
 train tס Shumarli, Russia, as well as three ration cards tס

. receive bread 

* * * 
Afi:er leaving the immigration oflice, l headed for the 
marketplace. I approached a man, who I took for a fellow 
ew, and asked him how I could find his rabbi. He didn't ] 

trust me at first, but I assured him that I was indeed a 
. see his rabbi סrabbi from Poland. He agreed to take me t 
, the rabbi how I had escaped Poland סI explained t 

how all my belongings had been stolen from me, and that 
a government סall I now possessed were three train tickets t 

. farm in Shumarli 
Oh, how lucky for you,'' said one of the rabbi's " 

relatives. "In Russian, the name Shumarli can easily be 
". Tashkent סchanged t 

Tashkent is the capital of Uzbeckistan, a Russian 
, controlled country in the south-much farther south 

than Shumarli, which was north of Gorki, in the heart 
of frigid Russia. Tashkent would be much warmer and 

. desirable. lt was exactly the break I needed 
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. They falsified my tickets, so 1 could travel to Tashkent 

They did a perfect job on the tickets, and it was a normal 
make my 1ס still desperately wanted t סס.passenger train t 

1 way to Palestine as my father had instructed me, but 
. couldn't do it alone 

, The distance from Gorki to Tashkent was a long 
long way-thousands of miles with lots of stops. lt would 
take at least a week by train. 1 had no money, so how was 

? 1 going to eat 
 went to the marketplace again and found tw 1ס

willing Jews who would support me in exchange for the 

extra train tickets. They were both yeshiva boys from סtw 

Kaunas, the city in Lithuania where 1 tried to get an exit 
visa. Winter was fast approaching Gorki, and the warm 

 sunny region of Uzbeckistan sounded like paradise tס
. them 

Before 1 left Gorki, the Rabbi gave me some money 
, and a pair of shoes. He also provided a new pair of tefillin 
. so 1 could fulfill my daily obligations as an observant Jew 

* * * 
The agreement with my travel companions was that they 

Tashkent. That סfeed me all the way until we got t סhad t 
was more than a week of traveling. We bought food at 

the stations and סevery station. The farmers came t 
would sell vegetables, fruit, fresh baked bread, and other 

the train, and we made the סfoods. They came right up t 
. transactions through the windows 

weeks of travel by train, my סAfter nearly tw 

. companions and 1 parted ways in Tashkent 
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, F rom Tashkent, I went by train to Ashkhabad 
Turkmenistan, which was less than twenty miles north of 
the Afghan border. Since Turkmenistan was still within 

. the Russian territories, I was free to travel there 
Afghanistan, which was סtravel t סI was not free t 

ntrol. The Russian military guarded סoutside of Russian c 
the Russian-Afghan border very closely. But there were 

. gaps in their patrols that could be taken advantage of 
One night, I tried to escape Russia by sneaking 

through the border. lt was the middle of the night, so 
1 thought 1 would have ample coverage. 1 crawled and 

ward the fence. Before 1 could cut a hole and סcrawled t 
slip through, one of the Soviet guards grabbed me by the 

. collar 
. Who are you? What are you doing here?" he said " 

". I want to go to Afghanistan " 
'»; Wh " · Y 

. Palestine סl 'm a byezcyenyets, and 1 want to get t " 
"? Anyrhing wrong 



RABBI SAMUEL CYWIAK 

 " Yes, there's something wrong. You're not supposed tס
have סgo through the border like this. You're supposed t 

your exit visa paperwork and go through border security 
". like everyone else 

The problem was, they never gave out visas. They 
leave the country, but it was סrequired us to have one t 

get hold of one. A situation that today סimpossible t 
. would be called a catch-22 

 lt was the same situation for people who wanted tס
. enter the country as it was for those who wanted to leave 

The Russians completely controlled the borders. They had 
millions of citizens, but they had a lot of soldiers guarding 

. the border 
Pointing at my backpack, he said, "What do you got 

". here? Take it off 
him. He looked inside סI removed it and handed it t 

and found the black boxes of my tefillin. He opened rhe 
boxes and removed the parchment. He tried to read it but 

? could not, since it was in Hebrew. He said, "What is this 
It must be secret spy code. Oh boy, you better come to 

". the office 
He called another guard over and they escorted me 

the office, each guard holding one of my arms. In the סt 
. office they started asking questions 
pray. For my morning סI told them, "This is used t 

" . prayers 
Pray? What are you talking about? You're lying. It " 

"? me like secret code. What is this language סlooks t 
". Hebrew " 

Yah, Hebrew, right! This must be secret code. And " 
for that, you get," he said and drew his finger across his 

. throat. During wartime, spies get execuced in Russia 
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I said, "Wait! Don't you have somebody who can read 
"? this? Can anyone here read Hebrew 

The other guard said, "Yeah, maybe Boris can. Call 
". in Boris 

Someone asked for Boris. A big Russian guard came 
in and took the parchment with the Hebrew written on 
it. Boris looked me up and down, and then studied the 

. parchments. Suddenly, he started laughing 
"? The other guard asked, "Why are you laughing 

No, no, nothing," Boris said as he looked me up and " 
. down again 

There's nothing funny about rhis," said one of the " 
. guards who'd caprured me. "This man has secret codes 

". He is a spy and must be dealt wirh 
Boris began laughing again, this time harder. "What 

". are you ralking about? Spies? Codes? These are prayers 
. He put the parchments back in the boxes. "This is refillin 

". ews pray with rhis every day ] 
"? Huh? How do you know this " 

He looked me in the eyes and didn't respond right 
away. "My farher used rhe exact same thing when he was 
alive. He was Jewish. He prayed with one of these every 

". day, so let's forget about this. Let the man go 
I realized why he had been reluctant. In Russia it was 

practice religion, he could have been סagainst the law t 
. severely reprimanded for his admission. G-d bless him 

. That Russian officer saved my life 
. Okay," one of the guards said. "We won't kill you " 

But we can't let you go through to Mghanistan either. We 
have a barge due to sail north to Nukus. We'll pur you on 

". rhat. There'll be work for you up rhere 
That barge ended up being full of byezcyenyets. They 
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were a brigade of painters. They all spoke Yiddish, like 
1 me. They said they would teach me how to paint so that 

. could have a trade and keep steady work 
The Russians had big houses built in Nukus, and we 

. do all the painting there. A year's worth of work סwere t 
. lt was slave labor 

We traveled way, way up, three hundred miles north 
Nukus, a city with very few people. lt was where the סt 

the Caspian Sea, which is known סmilitary worked near t 
for its caviar. Just outside ofNukus, caviar was shipped all 

. over the world 

* * * 

When we got there, we started working almost at once. 
1 began to pick up the skills of painting fast. The first 
Saturday was a problem. 1 said, "1 cannot work Saturdays. 
l'm a rabbi, and 1 must observe the Sabbath." 

"What are we going to do with this guy?" one man 
said. They were worried because the Russians checked to 
make sure everybody showed up for work. They would do 
a lineup and a roll call. If 1 wasn't accounted for, 1 would 
be in trouble. 

Someone came up with a plan. During roll call, when 
one of the Russian soldiers asked, "ls Cywiak there?" 

"Yeah," someone would answer. And it worked. 
We lived in a huge room with lots of beds. On 

Saturdays, 1 would get in my bed, and the others would 
cover me up with blankets. And 1 would lie there the 
whole day. The cleaning people would come in, so 1 
would stay still and quiet until they were gone. We made 
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it hard for them to catch me. 

* * * 
All else aside, it was a fairly normal life in Russia. The 

 Germans were far away, and I had a job and a place tס
live. The job paid very little, though, and the government 

. ration card was only good for a small portion of bread 
The big problem all throughout Russia was that there was 

. a major food shortage 
steal from like there were in סThere weren't farms t 

Poland. The Russian government had all the food packed 
the סup in large secure warehouses ready be shipped t 

, big cities. Everything was government owned-the food 
transportation, buildings, businesses. Private ownership 

. t exist סdid n 
 We couldn't get sugar or salt. Even soap was hard tס

come by there. For food, all we could get was bread, and 
that was it. Every month, we would take our ration card 

receive our bond for a month's סa government office t סt 
stand in a סworth of bread. To get the bread, we had t 

get enough סlong line, sometimes a whole night just t 
survive on. If we lost our bond-or worse, our ration סt 

card-we could not collect our portion of bread. The 
. whole system was government controlled 

collect our rations of bread daily. Maybe סWe had t 
days, but not more. The סwe could get enough for tw 

days' worth סamount was so little that if we collected tw 

of bread, we were so hungry we'd eat it in one day. The 
next day we had nothing, unless we could get something 
at the black market. We could buy food at the market with 
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money, if we had any, or trade one of our possessions­
like a belt, hat, or clothing-for food. 

* * * 
One day aft:er I'd stood in line for hours, a Russian soldier 
approached me. During this time in the war, some of the 
injured soldiers had returned to town and needed to wait 
for their bread ration just like everyone else. 

"Dirty Jew!" he yelled, and he pushed me to the 
ground. I looked up to see that he'd stolen my position 
in line. 

I stood and brushed myself off. "Why did you do 
that?" I asked. 

"Why? Because you're a dirty ]ew. Here you are 
getting free handouts while good Russians are getting 
shot and killed, fighting your war. Makes me sick!" 

"I ' r: ul " ts not my ra t. 
"Yes it is." The soldier lashed out and began punching 

and kicking me. I covered up to protect myself as best I 
could until he stopped. 

"Why are you attacking me?" I asked. 
At this point, we were beginning to attract attention. 

]ust because he was a Russian soldier didn't mean he was 
safe from the NKVD-the Russian secret police. They 
were everywhere and spied on everyone, including their 
own military. We had to be careful, because they could be 
posing as Russian civilians. There was a saying, any time 
two people were having a conversation, a third person was 
always involved, to spy on them and report the discussion 
to his superiors. 
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Because you screamed at me!" rhe Russian soldier " 
hear. Even rhough I did no such סhollered for everyone t 

rhing, that was the excuse he used so that he wouldn't get 
. into trouble 

retreat to the back סI had no choice at this point but t 
. of the line 

Here I was away from the Nazis, yet the discrimination 
only continued. Incidents like this would reoccur time 
and time again, to me and other Jews, while we waited in 

. the bread lines 

* * * 
. I stayed at rhe worksite in Nukus for about a month 

become dangerous. It סHiding every Sabbath started t 
was a tremendous risk. This can't go on for very long, I 

. thought. I'll be caught and sent to Siberia, or killed 
the סrake that chance, I ran away t סNot wanting t 
 docks and I jumped onto a barge, which took me back tס

. Uzbekistan 
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I made my way southeast to the city of Bukhara, 
Uzbekistan. Thousands of ]ews were living there. Some 
of the local ]ews were believed to be ancestors of the Lost 
Ten Tribes, ten of the original twelve Hebrew tribes that 
created the northern Kingdom of lsrael. 

The Jews in Bukhara had a very religious life with a 
nice synagogue. Now that Russia was at war with Germany 
and allies with America, these people were left alone. 

America had urged the Russians to let the ]ews out 
of Siberia, so they could have a chance to survive. Now 
there were thousands of refugees from Eastern Europe 
and Siberia living in Bukhara. 

* * * 
n from סwork picking cott סln Bukhara, 1 was sent t 

fields for twelve hours a day. The Russians who ran the 
plant gave us nothing except soup and bread. We could 
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it. lt סpractically swim in the soup-there was nothing t 
. satisfy our hunger סtasted horrible and didn't even begin t 

. That's all we ever had to eat 
The living conditions were no better. All the workers 

. lived in one big room with a lot of straw spread around 
The beds were dirty and made of straw mattresses that 

. contained bed bugs and lice 
During wintertime, I came down with typhus and 

became terribly ill. A group of us were infected, not just 
. me. We contracted it from the insects in the mattresses 

. They took twelve of us to a hospital near a big city 
The hospital staff used to leave each of us a piece of 

eat. If I fell סbread on his cushion, so we had something t 
asleep before I ate mine, it would be gone when I woke 
up. Some of the other patients who had a little strengrh 
ate their portion and maybe mine as well, but I didn't get 

, any. When I felt a litcle stronger, I complained to the staff 
. so they brought me more bread 

Once I healed, I had to leave the hospital and go back 
to that infested straw. I was so weak. Where else could I 
go? I walked back from the hospital. This would normally 

but on that occasion it took me ס,take me an hour or tw 
all day. I could only take one feeble step after another. I 

. didn't even have a walking stick to help me on my journey 
I passed by little Uzbeki villages, and at one point 

I came across a group of children. They were traveling 
along with mules and singing an Uzbekish song, one that 

. I heard children singing all the time 
, ward me hollering סThey stopped singing and came t 

"? Who is that " 
me and began סA boy nine or ten years old came up t 

taunting. I wore a belt over my coat to hold it in place. He 
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stole my belt and ran away, singing all along. He was just 
a young boy, but I couldn't do a thing. I was so frail that I 

get it back. That boy's face has סcould not resist or fight t 
. always stayed with me 

What could I do at that point but walk? I walked and 
 walked and finally got there. I found out that only twס

others besides me survived the typhus. I remember one 
devastated boy sat on a bed crying. His father had been 

. one of the victims 
The next day, 1 went back to work picking cotton for 

a few days a week. And little by little I got stronger. I said 

? be my life forever סmyself, Is this going t סt 
After working a while longer in these terrible living 

conditions, 1 contracted malaria. 1 would feel terrible 
with fever and alternate between breaking out in a cold 

 sweat and having the chills. I didn't want tס go back tס
die, and I couldn't sray סthe hospital, where 1 was sure t 

. on that plantation any longer 
. One night I snuck away and lefr for good 
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the big ciry of Andizhan, also סF rom Bukhara, l went t 
in Uzbekistan. It was now the beginning of 1943, when 
the Russians were in the midst of their counter-offensive 
against the Germans in Stalingrad. I'd been in Russia over 

. a year already 
I found a black market and traded my hat for 

. eat and drink. I got a piece of round bread סsomething t 

. eat it plain, since there was no butter or jam סI had t 
There was no coffee or tea available, just a beverage that 
was basically hot water and contained no flavor. But I 

drink with סgot some of it because I needed something t 
my bread. They had milk too, but it was expensive, and I 

. couldn't afford it 
The black market was an accepted feature of the 

, Soviet economy and completely necessary. Without it 
people would die of hunger. Even if we didn't even have 
money, we could still exchange a hat or belt for a bit of 

. food 
I stayed there eating and drinking, and somebody 
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. approached me. I looked at him and he looked at me 
. Moishe?" I finally said " 

"? Shmuel! That's you " 
Moishe Tryzmel was a friend and fellow student of 

. mine from my shtetl ofWyszk6w 
Yes, yes. lt's me," I said. "}ust a little thinner than " 

". you remember. I can't believe it's really you, Moishe 
He was thin too, but he was a very tall guy, so he 

. usually looked thin anyway 
We laughed and came together in a big embrace. The 

joy of seeing someone who was a dear friend, far, far away 
. from our shtetl, was more than I could ask G-d for 

, his home, where I was fed. Potatoes סHe took me t 
soup, bread, and milk-more than l'd eaten in a long 
time. I slept like a baby that night. 1 finally had a good 

stay, with a good friend and his family, which סplace t 
. consisted of his mother and two sisters 

* * * 
The next day we sat around talking, catching up. 1 told 

, him all about my journey. He felt terrible about my family 
. but was happy that 1 had survived so many close calls 

So tell me, Moishe, how did you end up here?" I " 
. asked 
When the Germans started bombing Wyszk6w, we " 

ran for the woods. Me, my parents, and my sisters. From 
there we kept running, never looking back, and slowly 

". worked our way into Russia 
, Minsk and began working long סThey had made it t 

hard hours every day under the Russian government. They 
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couldn't even make enough money to purchase basic food 
. do סor clothing. They didn't know what t 

ust then the Russians announced that all who desired ] 
. leave for the Unired States need only register for visas סt 

Not realizing that this was a Russian trick to weed out 
those dissatisfied with Communist rule, nearly the entire 

. population, including Moishe's family, registered 
That night the NKVD rounded up all who had 

registered and sent them off to Siberia. His family was 
and סpacked into a truck with about fifty others for the tw 

Siberia. The only food they received סa half week trip t 
on the trip-during which the NKVD men kept guns 

-discourage any escape attemprs סpointed at them t 
was when the truck passed through large centers of 

fool the סpopulation. This "act of kindness" was used t 
residents of those towns into thinking that the prisoners 

. were being treated well 
They arrived at Pucholek Uchfosh and were 

immediately told that those who could work would 
. receive food. Those too old would not 

The barracks were constructed of thin wood, no 
barrier against the intense Siberian cold. The inmates had 

. no beds, so they slept on boards 
The menu did not vary. Every meal was a small piece 

. of black bread and some foul-tasting, watery soup 
As lumberjacks, Moishe and his family worked six 

. days a week for ten hours each day chopping down trees 
degrees below סthirty-tw סThe temperatures would drop t 

zero. They and the rest of the slave laborers did not want 
stop working in the coldest weather, for fear of freezing סt 

. death if they were not active סt 
The severe conditions were harsh on his parents, and 
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they could not continue working afi:er a while. Since 
persons who were too old to work could not receive 
rations, Moishe and his sisters would smuggle portions of 

. rheir meager rations in their shoes to give to their parents 
Moishe's older sister Malka was caught doing this 

one day, and the Russians threatened to kill her, but they 
, spared her when urged to do so by the rest of the inmates 

. who liked her 
Soon afrerward, Moishe's father, who 1 knew very 

death סwell in Wyszk6w, went back to work and froze t 
. cutting trees. People froze to death all the time in Siberia 
. Malka ended up with frost bite covering an entire leg 

She could still walk on it, but her nerves were permanently 
. damaged 

In 1942, a pact the United States, Great Britain, and 
, Poland made with Russia to destroy their common enemy 

stipulated that all Polish refugees in Russian slave labor 
camps should be freed. Once the war was over, Russia 

. would have to help return rhem to their homelands 
After being released, Moishe and his family ended up 

. in Andizhan only months before I met up with him 
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A short time later, I started looking for work. I found a 
job painting inside a government bakery. While painting, I 
was eating. I grabbed bread and ate until I was completely 
full. 

Once content, I would start putting bread pieces into 
my pockets. When I got home, I'd take off my clothes and 
bread would fall all over the place. Moishe's whole family 
would rush over and grab chunks of bread. 

Sometimes I would take a chance and bring home a 
whole loaf or even a cake. I had these big buckets I used 
to mix my paint for the day. By the end of the day, the 
paint would be used up and the bucket would be empty. 
If the opportunity presented itself, I'd wrap up a full loaf 
ofbread and put it inside the bucket and hook the bucket 
to the end of a long-handled paintbrush. I'd carry the 
pole over my shoulder with the bucket dangling behind 
me. Even though everyone knew I was a painter, it was 
still a big risk. 

When coming and going from the government areas, 
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, there were gates with guards. If a guard stood in my way 
-1 would walk straight at him with the top of the long 

handled paintbrush aimed at his head. 1 acted like 1 didn't 
 even see him. lt never failed. He would always jump tס

the side and out of my way. He wouldn't even have a 
. chance to look in the bucket 

We settled for eating the pieces 1 had in my pocket so 
sell for other סI could take the loaf to the black market t 

. things we needed to help us survive 

* * * 
I searched for extra work that would gain me access to 
other foods I could bring home. That's what everybody 
tried to do to survive-steal something. We didn't get 
much from the jobs, so we had to rob. Working hard 

. anyrhing more than working lazily סdidn't translate t 
Everyone got the same low wages and ration card for the 
government-provided bread. That little brick-sized chunk 
of bread was supposed to last us the day? Ridiculous! The 

make the bread סgovernment bakers used lots of water t 
in order to make it cheap and have the ingredients last 
longer. With all the water they used, the bread wasn't 

fill anyone up. lt was terrible-light and סdense enough t 
. moist, like eating nothing 

, The wages were so low we couldn't buy much with it 
because the value of their currency was so bad, especially 
with the war effort. We couldn't buy anyrhing at the black 

. market with the wages we earned 
To survive, we had to rob and steal from the Russian 

, government, which was everywhere. The shops, businesses 
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. everything, belonged to the government 
This was why the bakers made the bread with so 

much water-so they would have ingredients left over at 
. he black market זhe end of the day to sell on ז

, ion, like I did זrade posi זIf someone worked a 
he'd attempt to steal any leftover materials in order to 
exchange them at the black market. Such items had a 
value too. When I could, I'd steal pigments, resins, and 

he government warehouse where זfrom זsolvents straigh 
he stolen זזhe paint materials were stored. I would pu זall 

products in my mixing bucket, cover it, and sell them to 
. buy food-usually some bread or butter 

Everybody had to do these things or die from 
. starvation 
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0 ne day Moishe and his family started to talk to me 
sisters. I סabout marrying Malka, the older of his tw 

felt that it would be a positive arrangement. I had been 
running long enough on my own; it was time to have 

. somebody special to go on this journey with 
have a woman's touch in סIt would also be nice t 

pical hardworking man doing physical yזmy life. I was a 
make sure I kept clean סlabor, and a wife would help t 

maintain proper hygiene and washing סby helping me t 
my clothes. Not that I had very many clothes, but it was 

. another סhave clean clothing from one day t סgood t 

. Even doing laundry once a week was better than nothing 
Plus, if I had a woman to keep me clean and keep things 
tidy, I wouldn't contract more diseases, so I would have a 

. better chance of surviving 
In Russia, people with families had a better chance of 

. survival than those who were by themselves 
When I was alone and on the run, and I got dirty 

wash my clothes every סfrom work or traveling, I'd have t 
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so often in a river or pond. lt's not easy. And then l'd have 
dry them out in the sun-hang them on tree branches סt 

. or stretch them out on rocks while 1 waited around naked 
have סBut if I lived in a house, with a family, I'd get t 

a more normal life. I was tired from all the running. I 
, have a family סthought it would be a good idea for me t 

. so 1 agreed to marry Malka 

* * * 

, 1 was still getting the shakes through my entire body 
especially in my hands, from the malaria. Leading up to 

 my wedding, I used tס get attacks every day and had tס
take an herb called cinchona, which would help with the 

. symptoms. lt was a black bark that 1 mixed into water 
The taste was bitter, but it was the only relief 1 could get 

. from malaria 
On the ]ewish holiday of Purim, in 1943, the Polish 

counsel arranged for Rabbi Lifshitz to officiate mywedding 
to Malka. Our wedding day was also my birthday, and 
I turned twency-chree. lt was a small affair though, just 

form a סfamily and several friends. We were barely able t 
minyan, a group of ten ]ewish adults required for some of 
our religious duties. A ]ewish wedding does not require a 

. be present, but it makes it more official סminyan t 
Our wedding clothes were very plain. We didn't 

any type of formalwear. We couldn't afford סhave access t 
elaborate decorations or food. We barely had enough 

survive on a daily basis, but Malka was able to get סfood t 
a little extra food from her new job at the Polish consulate 

. help with our celebration סt 
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The most special and sacred part of a ]ewish wedding 
, is the Seven Blessings recited by the rabbi. Years later 

when I became chief rabbi in Caracas, Venezuela, I started 
a trend-I would sing these blessings when I performed 
weddings. It became very popular. People loved it. Other 

. rabbis began to sing them too 

On the night of my wedding, Malka and I went to 
bed as husband and wife, and when I woke up the next 

. morning aft:er our marriage, the malaria was gone 
! It was a miracle 

, Over the years, I have asked a few doctors about it 
. and none of them has had an explanation for this healing 

stay with you your whole life, but סMalaria is supposed t 
. from that morning on, I've never had another symptom 
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Weddings and birthdays aside, Purim has always been a 
special time of the year for a Jew. Esrher spared her Jewish 
people from extinction, and prevented what would have 

. been the first holocaust 
I have often wondered-could the Holocaust have 

? been prevented this time? Was there sufficient warning 
Was it predicted in the Torah? I believe that the Torah did 
predict that there would be the return of someone like 

. wipe out the ]ews סHaman who would want t 
History tells us that hundreds and hundreds of years 

before Purim even occurred, the pagans complained to 
. G-d 

? Why don't we have a Moses like the ]ews have " 
"? What do you want from us 

. The pagans believed in everyrhing, not one G-d 
; They didn't want something they couldn't control or see 

everybody wanted his own god or many gods. The father 
of Abraham was a preacher and made statues. The pagans 

. would buy the statues and worship them 
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There were many natural disasters in those days 
like earthquakes, tsunamis, and ryphoons. The pagans 
didn't understand those natural disasters, so they sought 

anything סprotection. They were desperate; holding on t 
. they could for hope. They didn't feel the spirit of G-d 

They didn't believe in a certain presence in the world, one 

. who creates everything, cares for everything 
The pagans accepted any natural disaster as a 

punishment from G-d. They used to pray and complain 
. to G-d 

? G-d, why are you punishing us? Because we are bad " 

-The Jewish people are better because they have a Moses 
". we do not have a Moses 

. Who do you want for your Moses?" G-d asked them " 
They selected a Gentile named Balaam. G-d appeared 

Balaam and gave him a gift. Balaam became the pagan סt 

prophet and could foresee things that the other pagans 
could not. He became very famous, because he was like 

. the Moses of the Pagans 
Balak, the king of Moab, made Balaam his personal 

prophet. Since Balaam received visions from G-d, the 
him. He didn't speak to G-d as Moses סlisten t סking had t 

Balaam through dreams and סdid. G-d communicated t 
teach the pagans to be סchance. The idea was for Balaam t 

. better people. And he tried to do this 
The Jewish people were Balek's enemies. He wanted 

to kill them all, but he couldn't because G-d guided the 
 [ ewish people out of danger and eventually led them tס

. lsrael 
lsrael, the Jews stopped in the סOn their way t 

rest. Watching from afar, the king sent סmountains t 
visit Balaam and request that he curse סmessengers t 
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the Jews. The messengers stayed the night while Balaam 
waited for G-d's answer, which he received in Numbers 
22: 12 (Tanakh): 

Balaam, "You shall not go with them! You סG-d said t 
". shall not curse the people because they are blessed 

The messengers returned to Balak with the news. 

Balak only sent higher ranking dignitaries to Balaam, 
offering him the greatest rewards if he'd only return with 
them and curse the ]ews. 

him, "If סBalaam at night and said t סG-d came t 

call for you, arise and go סthese men have come t 
you-that you shall סwith them, but the word 1 speak t 

) 22:20 do." (Numbers 

The following morning, Balaam followed the 

confront the jewish people סdignitaries on his donkey t 
stand סin the mountains. Angered, G-d sent an angel t 

in the middle of the road with a drawn sword to stop 
. Balaam 

. Balaam didn't see the angel, but his donkey did 
Three times the donkey stopped and cowered and each 

. time Balaam beat and threatened her 

The L-rd opened the mouth of the she-donkey, and 
you that סshe said to Balaam, "What have 1 done t 

you have struck me these three times?" Balaam said 
1 the she-donkey, "For you have humiliated me; if סt 

". had a sword in my hand, 1 would kill you right now 
-Balaam, ''Am 1 not your she סThe she-donkey said t 
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donkey on which you have ridden since you first 
started until now? Have I been accustomed to do this 
to you?" He said, "No." (Numbers 22:28-30) 

At this point, the angel of the L-rd with a drawn sword 
was revealed to him. The angel explained the actions of 
the donkey and why. The angel told Balaam to continue 

. on, but informed him that he would speak G-d's word 
Aft:er uniting with Balak, Balaam was led up to 

Bamoth Baal while the ]ewish people were in the valley 
below. Balaam had instructed for a burnt offering of seven 

, bulls and seven rams to be prepared on seven alters. Afrer 
instead of cursing the ]ews, G-d had Balaam recite a 

. blessing 
Hoping a change oflocation would please G-d, Balak 

led Balaam ro the peak of the mountain where anorher 
. offereing was made. Balaam blessed rhe ]ews again 

, Finally, Balak led Balaam to rhe peak of Peor 
overlooking rhe wastelands where a third offereing was 

. made 
ward rhe desert and realized how סBalaam turned t 

nice and beauriful rhe ]ewish people appeared. He 
. couldn't see any reason to have them cursed or killed 

Even the way the tents were setup were impressive. G-d 
had told Moses to have his people make their tents so 
they should not look into one another; there should be 
privacy. Balaam was very impressed, because the pagans 
didn't put importance on things like this. When Balaam 
saw all the beauty of their lifesryle, he couldn't help but 
to bless them a third time. (That blessing is something we 

). read every Friday night 
Balak was furious and sent Balaam back home. Before 
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leaving, Balaam received a shocking vision and he told it 
. the people סt 

ln the Torah, rhe Hebrew conraining rhe vision 
". Balaam had experienced is regarded as "an obscure verse 

 In Numbers 24:23 (Tanakh), it was translated t:ס

And he rook up his parable, and said, 'Alas, who shall 
live afrer G-d harh appoinred him?' 

Who is the him being referred to in rhis passage? Ir's a 
: mystery. The Torah scholars interpreted rhe passages thus 

To survive rhe rerrible catastrophes rhroughout lsrael by 
. Syria. Appointed by G-d to be the wrath of his anger 

Long afrer this event with Balaam occurred, rhe 
Syrian Greeks overtook lsrael and destroyed the First 
Temple. The translators decided that rhis obscure verse 

rhe סhad to do with rhe destruction the Greeks broughr t 
. temple 

This explanation doesn't even make sense. I can't 
. accept it 

From Hebrew, rhe first word should not have been 
translated as ''Alas." The rranslation should have been 
Oy!" as in "Oy vey," a Jewish expression of woe or " 

exasperation. This is rhe only passage in the entire Torah 
. where the expression oy is used 

The use of that expression when rhis prophecy 
. Balaam shows us that he was shocked by it סcame t 

This prophecy had to have had a serious meaning. He 
. discovered something terrible from it 

1 don't believe rhat the balance of the translarion 
from Hebrew is accurate. The statement, ''Alas, who shall 

. live afrer G-d hath appointed him?" has no real meaning 
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I've studied the Hebrew and there is an actual name in the 
. Torah, instead of him 

My interpretation would read like this. "Oy! Who is 
survive the name of Alef Lamed?" Alef translates סgoing t 

Adolf and Lamed means the son of Lisa. Lisa was the סt 
name of Hitler's mother. This passage has to be referring 

. Adolf Hitler סt 
Of course, I can look back and interpret this verse 

' knowing what happened in our history. The scholars 
interpretations were done long before the Holocaust, so 

? how could they have known or interpreted it that way 

The true interpretation did not make sense to them. Even 

if they did translate it into the correct words, who knew 
what Alef Lamed meant? They needed something that 
could be understandable, but even with their translation 

". it was still marked as "an obscure verse 
Only a survivor and scholar, like me, can see the 

truth. I've discussed my interpretation with other scholars 
. and they agree that it's the only thing that makes sense 

. The Holocaust has resolved this mystery 

* * * 
Although the Jewish people have had our share of 
tragedies, nothing in our history can compare with the 
Holocaust. 

We should have a worldwide population of billions 
of people, because we are the oldest people in the history 
of mankind. Abraham was alive over four thousand years 
ago. The Jews should have the biggest population in the 
world. 
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But we were thrown out of Israel and spread out all 
over the world. Millions of ]ews disappeared by being 

. killed or assimilated 
The Christian belief took over a large percentage of 

Jewish people. Over five hundred years ago, during the 
Spanish Inquisition, millions of ]ews were driven out and 
destroyed. Our numbers have been cut down and cut 

. assimilation 1נ. down, largely throug 
Our population has been stunted over centuries of 

, events. We had no homeland, but we were still a strong 
wipe out an סspiritual people, because it is not possible t 

. entire people 
Adolf Hitler thought he could. He killed over six 

million Jewish people in a short time. No one else in 
. history came close to doing that. He was the only one 

That's why the Holocaust is the greatest tragedy in ]ewish 

history, and probably the greatest tragedy in the entire 
. history of mankind 

What are we aft:er all this tragedy? Approximately six 
million ]ews are in Jerusalem. Another six million in the 
United States. The rest of us are scattered across the rest 
of the world. There are only between fifteen and twenty 

. million jewish people worldwide. We almost disappeared 
survive סSo when Balaam asked, "Oy! Who is going t 

the name of Alef Lamed?" it was because he saw the 
. horrors that waited for us 
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Chapter 25 

J ust before her wedding to me, Malka got a job working 
for the Polish consulate in Andizhan, Russia. With that 

. job came some additional privileges 
Malka and her coworkers would get extra bread and 

even rare food, like a cut of meat. Normally, you could not 
, find meat anywhere. If they did have any at the market 

it would be far more expensive than we could afford. I 
didn't eat meat, because it was not kosher, but it was good 

. have some for the others סt 
. I still worked as a painter for a government company 

paint סI would get the bread rations and materials t 
, with from the government and use the extra material 

paint private סor materials I took from the warehouse, t 
give me rice or סhouses on the side. The owners used t 

make bread. I didn't want money; I wanted סwheat t 
decent food for my family. The side jobs became very 
profitable for me. I received goods that I could either use 

. or sell 
The side jobs that I found in the country were even 
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, better, because the employers they gave me rice, potatoes 
make bread. I sold any surplus סmatoes, and even meal t סt 

. on the black market for bread, butter, and sugar 
This was our way of life under the Communist 

survive. We were waiting סsystem-what we had to do t 
our סfor the war to end, so that we could go back t 

. homeland 
Not once did we think about settling down and 

staying in Russia, because we couldn't live like thieves 
. forever. That was not a life that we knew from Poland 

steal in Poland. lt never dawned on me סWe didn't have t 
before the day my father was murdered that I would have 

, survive. We were raised to live good סto steal some day t 
honest lives, and not steal. In Russia, we had no choice 

. but to steal 
. I know that G-d forgave us for doing so 

* * * 
The war was nearing the end. The Soviets were pushing 
the Germans back toward Berlin. We were located in a 
place where there were no bombs, no shootings. lt was far 

. away from the war 
But danger still existed. There was the Communist 

. worry about סgovernment t 
One day a wave of fear engulfed Andizhan, as 

hundreds of men and teenage boys mysteriously 
disappeared without a trace. Husbands left: their wives for 
work in the morning, and students left for school, and 
like a scene in a horror story, they were never heard from 

. again 
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The Russians were constructing a new canal in the 
vicinity. lt was an enormous job, and very physical and 
demanding work. Deaths from disease and malnutrition 
were numerous among the workers who lived in the filthy 
conditions provided by the Soviet government. lt soon 
became evident that the secret abductions of these men 
and boys were to force them to work on this monstrous 

. canal project-work that almost guaranteed death 
One night I was coming home after a long day's work 

. and was grabbed by a couple NKVD men 
. Who are you?" one of the Russian policemen asked " 

. Cywiak," I said " 
"? What are you doing out so late " 

I'm coming home from a job. I'm a painter and had " 
". a long day's work. I just want to go home now 
come with סI'm afraid we can't let you. You have t " 

" us. 
"? Why? Where are you taking me " 

". You're needed for an important job detail " 
. The canal?" I asked " 

They didn't answer, but their silence was confirmation 
. enough 

They escorted me toward the train station along the 
get away or I'd never see סtop of a hill. I knew I needed t 

my family again. I would probably die working on the 
. canal 

At one point, I doubled over, feigning injury, so 
they let go of my arms, thinking I was in trouble. In one 
motion, I shot up and jumped over the edge of the road 
and down into the wooded valley below. I tumbled down 
the hill and got a little banged up. I ended up with some 

. bruises, but nothing serious 
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, ch black by then. They couldn't see a thing זIt was pi 
. follow me סso they did not try t 

. Once again, I escaped certain doom 

* * * 
Not long after, while at work, I was picked up by the 
NKVD again. They were different officers this time. As 

ward the station to board a train for the סwe trudged t 
. take a bold risk סcanal construction site, I decided t 

We approached a large house along the road, which 
I recognized as my supervisor's house. My guards did not 

allow me סbright. I pleaded with them t ססbe t סappear t 
to enter the home, so that I could announce that I would 

. not be reporting to work anymore 
They gave me permission, so 1 quietly entered the 

house. Nobody was there. I walked to the back of the 
house, opened a window, and jumped out, leaving the 

. NKVD men waiting 
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Later that same year, there was a loud pounding at our 
. door in the middle of the night 

Cywiak! Come on out, Cywiak!" lt was the NKVD " 
looking for me. They had learned who I was and where I 

. lived 
My wife and 1 lived in the house with her sister and 

mother. They shared one bed and Malka and 1 used the 
other. There wasn't much more in the house aside from the 
beds. There was no place to hide. I didn't know what to 

. do. We looked at each other with frightened expressions 
. And then it hit me 

, I got inside the bed and had my wife, mother-in-law 
and sister-in-law all lay on top of me. It was the only 

. escape סoption. There was nowhere else to hide, no way t 
When they forced the door open, they only saw three 

terrified women huddled together on a bed. 1 couldn't see 
the Russian police, but I could hear their boots clomping 

. against the floor as they began to approach the bed 
"? Where's Cywiak? Where is he " 
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" ki d "H ' . L h " H ' " . es wor ng es not ere, my w1re answere . 
"? Where is he working " 

Well, we don't know where he's working. He works " 
". all over the place, wherever he is needed 

"? Needed to do what " 
". Paint buildings. He is a painter " 

"? Uh-huh. When is he due back " 
". I don't know. He's been gone on a long assignment " 

find out as much as they could about סThey wanted t 
me and where I was, so they could grab me and force me 

. to work on the canal 

* * * 
Not very long afi:er that close call, the NKVD found me 
as I headed for work. They arrested me, took me to their 
office building, and threw me into a small room. They 

 made me turn in my clothes and gave me a uniform tס
. wear instead 

Stuck in this room, I was not sure what was in store 
: for me, but I was reminded of a story 

, Moses Maimonides, also known as the Rambam 
was the private doctor of the Egyptian king. He was a 
brilliant man. Not only was he a doctor, but he was a 

. rabbi, philosopher, and one of the greatest Torah scholars 
One day the king was riding on the street in a horse 

and buggy. He took a right turn and suddenly he saw the 
. Rambam walking by 

? He stopped and said, ''Ahhh, Moses, how you doing 
"? Where are you going 

". The Rambam said, "I don't know 
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What? Moses, the Rambam, the big doctor, doesn't " 
know where he's going? 1 can't believe it-are you making 

"! me! l'm the king of Egypt סfun of me? You're lying t 
The king got mad and ordered for the Rambam to 

be taken away to be thrown in jail. Overnight, the king 
started to feel bad about the whole thing. There must 
have been a reason, he thought, He never made fun of me 
before. He must've been teaching me a lesson. 1 better go 

. to the jail and see how he's doing 
The king went to the jail and approached the 

. Rambam 

How are you doing, Moses? You feel good? You feel " 

. comfortable?" he joked 
". k comfortable as possible " 

Well, that's the way it is. Look, Moses, you cannot " 
fool me. There must be something. Why did you say that 
you didn't know where you were going? lt doesn't make 
any sense-you know exactly what you do. Everything 

". you do, you know what you're doing 
The Rambam said, "Why do you say that? Did I 

1 know that 1 was going to be taken to jail? How could 
"? know that 

The king was correct-it was a lesson. Nobody knows 
. them in the next minute סwhat could happen t 

1 certainly didn't know what was going to happen to 
work before the Russian סme when 1 was on my way t 

. secret police picked me up 

* * * 

my room in the NKVD office building was סThe door t 
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en, but there were many guards זfunlocked quite o זfle 
around the building who would recognize me in the 
prisoner's uniform. Since I was permitted visitors while 

bring me some סin captiviry, I got word to my wife t 
clothing. She brought them in a briefcase and convinced 
the guards that she was bringing me some food, so they 

. allowed her to leave the briefcase with me 
I put on the clean clothes that she ,fז As soon as she le 

-had brought me. The clothing was quite nice and formal 
something Malka must've found at the consulate. I tucked 

. the room זfthe briefcase underneath my arm and le 
My heart almost went out of my chest. A group of 

guards were sitting outside the building, and when I came 
. outside, they all stood and looked right at me 

I didn't realize until I was past them that they were 
standing at attention when I passed. They mistook me for 

. an NKVD official 
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S ince the Russian police were after me, 1 decided to get 
a job outside of town and stay there until things calmed 

, down. 1 knew that my wife and family would be okay 
t them. And although סsince the police were afi:er me, n 

he'd have to be careful, Moishe could look in on them to 
. make sure they were doing well 

ut there was a 1ס arrived in a town and found 
earn some money סcoalmine. 1 started working there t 

for food. Really, 1 wanted a job in the city where 1 could 
steal something useful, but what could 1 steal from a coal 

. mine? 1 couldn't even find a way to transport coal 
; Plus, 1 worked underground and the air was very bad 
, ut for me סwell. It wasn't working 1סס couldn't breathe t 

so afi:er one of my shifi:s, 1 lefi: for the day and didn't come 
1 back. But 1 couldn't find any other work in that area, so 

went back to the mine and thought maybe 1 could bribe 
give me a better job-one that was above סsomebody t 

. ground 
1 found the man in charge and handed over some 
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cash. Sure enough, he gave me a good job. No longer 
did I have to work underground. Instead, I worked at 
the weigh station. When the coal came up, it would be 
loaded into trucks. I would calculate how much rhe t1·uck 
weighed before and afrer it was loaded, so we knew how 
much coal was aboard. After I completed weighing the 

. its destination סtruck, it transported the coal t 

* * * 
When raking a job away from home like rhis, unless I 
knew of a friend in that area, and I usually paid rent to stay 

. at a house. That was the case while I was at rhe coalmine 
, steal סSince it didn'r pay well and rhere was norhing t 

afrer several months working rhere, I finally walked away 
. from the job 

Srill looking for work in rhe same ciry, I happened 
across a big family with a lot of sons. They were all 

. shoemakers. They were well off and had a huge home 
be a shoemaker was good, because all rhe Russian סT 

officers and generals needed nice boots. These generals 
and officers had the money to pay, so rhis family was able 

. to make a lot of money with rheir business 
The family was very nice and welcomed me into rheir 

home for a while. These people recognized my name and 
knew a lot about my family. Not only did they know 
that my farher was a popular rabbi and rhe principal 
of rhe Hebrew school, but rhey knew my grandfarher's 

. reputation as a well-known rabbi, cantor, and mohel 
, They considered it an honor that they had me, a rabbi 

son and grandson of these great rabbis, as a guest in rheir 
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. home 
. surprised that our name was recognized ססI wasn't t 

My grandfather, especially, was very well known 
. throughout Europe 
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Chapter 28 

M y grandfather had been tall and macho. Very broad 
and strong. He could pick up big objects as though they 

, weighed nothing. People used to say that with one hand 
he could pick up all sixty-three books of the Talmud, in 

. one big stack, without even straining 
He was a different kind of rabbi from my father. He 

had lived in the same city as us, and he also had a job 
with the community, but he was a kosher meat inspector 
in Wyszk6w. He would go to the slaughterhouse, and if 
the meat qualified, he would put a stamp on it saying 
that it was kosher. Owners of some of the slaughterhouses 

. would give him the lungs, livers, and hearts from cows 
The lungs especially were not the best food, only the poor 
people would buy these. But he got them for free. That 
helped a lot to fill up the stomach. My grandmother used 

. feed our large family סmy mother t סgive them t סt 
His other job was as a khazn, a cantor, and he got 

, paid well for that. As a tenor, he had a great big voice 
but very smooth at the same time. Yom Kippur was the 
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say סbiggest singing service of the holidays. People used t 
" sing "Kol Nidrei סthat when my grandfather started t 

All My Vows"), a popular song sung at the eve of every "( 
Yom Kippur, the windows of the hall would vibrate with 

. just his first two words 
the סgo t סI never got to hear him, because I used t 

see the Gerer Rebbe, where סservices with my farher t 
somebody else did the singing. But my grandfather's 

the ciry. lt was for everybody. lt סsynagogue belonged t 
was a giant synagogue. There were no microphones in 

those days, but he didn't need one. His voice was that 
powerful. Thar's why rhey gave him the job, because they 
needed someone who everybody could hear in a hall that 

. big 
He may have made his living from inspecting meat 

and singing, but he was also a mohel. He had circumcised 
me and my brothers. In Wyszk6w, he circumcised 
everybody there. He was famous. Nowadays, most rabbis 

be mohels for the fear of making a mistake סare afraid t 
during the procedure and getting sued. It could affect the 

. rest of their lives 
My grandfather refused money for the circumcisions 

that he performed. Not only didn't he accept money, he 
, also brought a big cake, which my grandmother made 

every סmake the blessing, t סand a bottle of sweet wine t 
. circumcision. He donated this for each procedure 

Everyone had a lot of respect for him. He was like 
a rebbe, not just a rabbi. My grandfather was different 
from the people now. We don't get this rype of treatment 

, anymore. Hitler eradicated much of this kind of true 
. Hasidic kindness 

Possibly the only place that may still show some of 
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that type of true generosity would be in lsrael, where it 
find rhe truly righteous people. A righreous סis possible t 

person like rhis would be called a tzadik, but when referring 
. to a group of people like this, we call them tadikim 

There were many more }ewish people like rhis before 
be criminals or bad guys. They סHirler. Nobody wanted t 

 didn't want tס be a racha, an evil person. They wanted tס
. be good-rhe best they could be 

1 had many different teachers as 1 grew up, and they 
were all true tzadikim. lt was very rare to find a rabbi 

t a tzadik. They were different from everyone סwho was n 
doing סelse-very different. Their souls were dedicated t 

be good. That סteaching others t סand being good and t 
was all they lived for. They had a lot of influence on me 
and the man 1 am today. These people created a righteous 

. environment 
There were beautiful books that talked of nothing but 

morals and ethics. Crime? What crime? They didn't even 
? know what a crime was. How could people be criminals 

They couldn't even think about it. Everyrhing rhat came 
. out of rhese people's mouths was always nice and good 

They had such great warmth. Some people rhink it's 
. be such a good, generous person סimpossible for a }ew t 

. Not true! lt is possible 
Hundreds of years ago, if someone went into a }ewish 

many acts of sincere סcommuniry, he would be witness t 
kindness and generosiry. }ews throughout the world 

? treated orhers rhis way. Where do we see it now 
Those days and acts of generosity are long gone. And 

. we'll never see it again 
. Hitler destroyed it all 
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. T he shoemaker's house was beautiful and immaculate 
hing inside seemed valuable. l remember passing in ryז Eve 

front of a fancy mirror on their wall as they gave me a tour 
of their home. I was shocked at how thin I was. This was 
the first time I had seen myself in years. My face looked 
sunken in, my cheekbones protruded, and 1 realized that 

. gain a few pounds 1ס could definitely afford t 
I don't know why, but looking at myself in the mirror 

reminded me of an old story, and 1 began to laugh out 
. loud 

. What is it? What's so funny?" the shoemaker asked " 
His family was all around, with curious looks on their 

. faces 
. Your mirror reminds me of a good story,'' I said " 

". l'm sure we'd love to hear it " 
Okay, well there was this young, recently married " 

couple in a small shtetl, like the one l'm from. The people 
modern conveniences. Most סwn were not used t סin this t 

of them did not even know what a mirror was, let alone 
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. what one looked like. They didn't have them 
The husband was Orthodox-very religious. He " 

buy merchandise for a store סused to go to the big city t 
he owned. During one trip, he bought a mirror as a 
present for his wife, Freda's, birthday. He gave it to her 
as a wrapped gift and said, 'This is for you. I thought you 

open it. He just סwould like it.' He didn't wait for her t 
. work סhis store t סleft and headed off t 

see סWhile he was gone, Freda opened the present t " 
what it was. She looked at it with confusion at first. She 

make of it. She'd never seen herself סdidn't know what t 
before, so she had no idea she was looking at her own 

. reflection. She thought it must be a picture of someone 
Suddenly, Freda started crying and crying. 'Oy vey! A 

'! terrible thing has happened 
Her mother lived upstairs. So she hurried down and " 

'? said, 'Freda, what are you crying for? What happened 
Look, mother! Look what he brought me! He '" 

brought me a picture of a beautiful woman, whom he fell 
want a divorce, and סin love with in the ciry. He's going t 

". he'll leave me for this woman 
The mother looked in the mirror and said, 'What " 

are you, crazy? This is a picture of an old woman! She's 
'". t even pretty. There's no way he left you for her סn 

We all had a good laugh, and if they didn't already 
. love me then, they certainly did after that 

* * * 
I stayed at the shoemaker's house for some time. The 
father was the main shoemaker, and his sons all helped. 

175 



RABBI SAMUEL CYWIAK 

. He also had a daughter, and she was a beautiful woman 
She always treated me very kind, constantly smiling and 
asking if 1 needed anyrhing. She would drop what she was 

help me with something or make סdoing in a heartbeat t 
. me something to eat 

I soon realized rhat the mother and farher wanted 
marry their סbe rheir son-in-law. They wanted me t סme t 

daughter. They didn't say this openly, but I knew it. They 
treated me like a king rhere. Oh, rhey didn't know what to 
do with me! Even before the war, they had hoped to have 
a rabbi for a son-in-law. But in those days, during rhe 

. Holocaust, it was not easy to find a young, single rabbi 
Of course, 1 was already married by then, but they 

didn't know this. And I didn't tell them, because I had 
to take care of myself. They were helping me, giving me 
papa, Polish for food. And it was good food at that! I tried 

keep my distance from the daughter because 1 didn't סt 
want her to find out the truth. And I certainly didn't want 

. to lose rhe papa 
The smell of the food alone was to die for. I hadn't 

smelled anyrhing rhat good in many years. lt was the best 
food we could get in those days. They had the money to 

. buy whatever they wanted in the market-meats and all 
Being a rabbi, I didn't eat meats, not even if they were 

. kosher. But it didn't matter. All of their food was terrific 
I liked the nice home, kind treatment, and good 

food, so I stayed with them and began to gain a little 
weight back. I had only been with them around a month 
or so, but I got strong again. Then they openly came out 
and said they wanted to have a wedding and have me 

. marry their daughter 
" b I 'd "I' -sai , m sorry, ut 
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"But what? You like it here, right? Don't you like our 
daughrer?" 

"That's not the problem. You see, I'm already married." 
That was it. I had to leave the house right away. 

* * * 
Getting attention from women during those times was 

-not unusual. The war took away every young and middle 
fi.ght in the Russian military. I didn't go סaged man t 

because I was a byezcyenyet. They didn't trust me in the 
. army 

. I was a young man, and every woman looked at me 
I was always hungry and on the run before I settled and 
got married, so I rarely had the desire for women then. I 
didn't have the strength and didn't need the intimacy. I 

. was more concerned with basic survival 
The Russian military lefr a lot of women alone and 

. they needed intimacy; they wanted male companionship 
Many of these women had experienced good lives as wives 
and girlfriends of high-ranking military men. But with 

. the war against Germany, all the men were gone 
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Chapter 30 

I returned home to Andizhan and learned that the 
. work on the canal project had ended סsearch for men t 

I was able to get some painting jobs for Russian military 
officers. Those became great jobs, because the officers fed 
me. They knew I was hungry and wanted me to do a good 

. job painting their homes 
Eventually, I was recommended to a man named 

. Zurbin, the chief of the secret police. He was the headman 
make sure I did a great job for him, because I סI wanted t 

knew if I did, he would take care of me, and 1 could help 
. take care of my new family 

May was their big Communist holiday. The lst of 
. May was the date the Communist party took over Russia 

paint it for סZurbin had a nice big house and wanted me t 
him, inside and out. The government gave their officers 
big salaries-gave them everything-so money was no 
issue for him. I painted his whole house in time for the 
holiday celebrations. And he was thrilled! He gave me 
food for every meal I was working. He also gave me some 
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. other things, like paintings, to take home 
Better than the food and the paintings, his best 

me was a document. Zurbin put a red stamp סpayment t 
. on my papers that said BRON. That meant security for me 

With that symbol, the secret police couldn't punish me 
. any longer. They couldn't touch me 

be סBefore, when I walked down the street, I had t 
stop rne and send me סworried that they were going t 

away to slave labor or Siberia. Now, if approached, I just 

show them my paperwork, with BRON stamped in סhad t 
it, and they would leave me alone. After that, nobody ever 

. bothered me again 

* * * 
, Back when the Germans first declared war against Russia 

the majority of the Russian soldiers did not even believe 
in Communism. They were not going to sacrifice their 
lives for Stalin. What kind of life did they have under 

? Communism 
They weren't really free. They couldn't even get enough 

. food to keep them alive, so they had to steal to get by 
What were chey fighcing for? So chey surrendered. That's 
why the Germans were able to go so deep into Russia in 

. such a short time. They didn't get much resistance 
Evencually, the Russian soldiers realized that Hitler 

. be even worse than Stalin סand the Nazis were going t 
The Nazis were just killers. They killed all the people who 
gave in. The Russian soldiers soon learned chat surrender 

. was not an opcion 
Starting in the woods wich che partisans, chey fought 
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back. The Russians were good fighters. Also, the Nazis 
were more focused on killing Jews at their death camps 
than fighting in the war. If a Nazi soldier wasn't doing his 

job properly, his superior would threaten to send him to 
the Russian front. They were more terrified of fighting 
the Russians than what their fate would be for murdering 

. ews } 
The Russian army gained confidence with the stand 

win the סat Stalingrad, and eventually Russia started t 
war. Since the Russians had already lost much of their 
military and were tired and weak, the Americans supplied 
them with weapons, tanks, and supplies, everyrhing they 

continue taking the war to the Germans. With סneeded t 
 this aid, they pushed the Germans all the way back tס

reach Berlin, even סGermany, and were the first ones t 
. before the Americans and English 

The United States and Russia hit Germany from both 
, sides. The United States and its allies came in through ltaly 
. and Russia came in through Poland and Czechoslovakia 

Together, they crushed the Germans. In Berlin, Hitler 
secured himself and his closest staff in his bunker. When 
he knew he had lost the war, he and his longtime girlfriend 

. and recent wife, Eva Braun, committed suicide together 

* * * 
On December 12, 1944 my first son, Chaim, was born. 
ln 1945, when my son turned one year old, we planned a 
big party. We received news on that same day that the war 
had ended. We had a big celebration. We were so happy 
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that the war was finally over afrer all these years. And, my 
son turned one. He represented the furure. 

There was no immediate change, though. We still 
had to work. The struggle to survive continued. Russia 
was in a poor state from the war. 
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Chapter 31 

ln 1946, rhe Russian government started rhe process 
of returning us to Poland. It was a long process, but 
evenrually I was returned to Poland with my wife and 

. son, a year afrer the war had ended 
a ciry that סAt first rhe Russians transported us t 

be occupied by the German military but now סused t 
Poland once again. The Ge1·mans, knowing סbelonged t 

the Russians were on their way, had evacuated the ciry 
and lefc thousands of houses empry. There were no people 
in this ciry. The Russians rounded up all the refugees 
from Siberia and other places in Russia and dumped us 

. all there 
While we were staying there, an announcement came 

over the radio that all surviving rabbis should head to 
the big ciry of E6di, Poland, and join a new rabbinical 
seminary, which combined the survivors from all the 

. other seminaries 
There were nearly one thousand ]ewish yeshivas in 

form סEurope before the war, and now we would gather t 
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rhe only one remaining. 

* * * 
The surviving rabbis and yeshiva students were to meet 
at a synagogue-rhe only one in all of L6di that had not 
been destroyed. It was a small, privately owned synagogue 
that was probably spared because it had been hidden in 
rhe corner of rhe L6di ghetto and used as a warehouse 

. for salt 
Before rhe war, many beautiful synagogues exisred 

in L6di, including the famous Great Synagogue. The 
Nazis demolished four well-known synagogues during a 

14, 1939. Empry סfive-day period from November 10 t 
. squares had taken their places 

* * * 
L6di by myself סI was instrucred to rake rhe train and go t 

and meet all the others at the synagogue. My wife and son 
. stay behind for a short time סhad t 

In Poland, long before the war ended, a group of 
anti-Semitic Poles called the Super Patriots gave the 

, ewish people a hard time. They protested against us ] 
. intimidated us, shoved us, and at times, even beat us up 
, They were like the Nazis, but not nearly as big, organized 

or strong. The Polish government didn't officially support 
. their beliefs 

The Super Patriots were a political parry. They tried 
to win the government by votes, but they didn't have 
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anywhere near the following the Nazis had. They had just 
make a lot of trouble for the ]ewish סenough support t 

. people 
 The Super Patriots had a Polish slogan: ]ews, go tס

Palestine! They used to scream it in the streets to intimidate 
the ]ews. This was happening before the war, but, as we'd 
learn, Hirler's examples gave the Super Patriots more 

. act out with violence סfreedom t 
begin my journey סWhen I got to the train station t 

to i6di, I heard a rumor that the Super Patriots were out 
kill ]ewish people. In the middle of the night at train סt 

stations, they would search the passenger cars and look 
for Jews. They would pull them off the train and kill them 

. in cold blood 
Supposedly it was happening on some trains, but not 

, all of them. I had no choice, though. I was risking my life 
. get to i6di סbut I needed t 

As soon as I got on the train, I hid under a bench. lt 
just so happened that at the next stop, a group of these 
Super Patriots came aboard with rifles, and they rounded 

, up any ]ew they found. Terrified, I curled up in a ball 
trying not to move a muscle or even breathe if I didn't 
have to. The people sitting around me-the ones who saw 

. me go under the bench in the first place-were Polish 
They could've told these anti-Semites where I was, but 

. they didn't. I laid down there during the entire ride 
The Super Patriots removed eleven Jewish men from 

, the train. From under the bench, I couldn't see anyrhing 
but I could hear the shots. They were all killed. In my 
worst nightmares, I couldn't imagine rhis happening. The 

our סwar was over, and we were survivors, returning t 
. homeland 
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Those eleven men survived Hirler and the Nazis only 
to be murdered in cold blood after the war by a group of 
anti-Semitic Polish citizens. More senseless murdering of 
]ews. 

* * * 

When 1 finally arrived in L6di, 1 learned that only around 
. 350 rabbis and rabbinical students had made the journey 

That's it! Out of the tens of thousands of rabbis and 
students that had lived and worked throughout Europe 

. 350 before the war, we were left with 
Our goal was to get out of the country because 

Poland was being controlled by Russia. Because it was the 
Russian military that had forced out the Germans, they 

. remained in control, as though Poland was their country 
Their military presence was responsible for allowing a 

. Communist Polish government to be created 
Once 1 realized what the furure plans were, 1 was able 

bring my wife and son to L6di as well. The sad part סt 
, was that we had to part ways wirh the rest of her family 

. including my good friend, Moishe Tryzmel 
 We waited for an American ]ewish organization tס

take us out of Poland. ln 1939, an organization called 
Vaad Hatzala was created in New York, with the purpose 
of saving surviving rabbis and students training to 
become rabbis. A very famous Orthodox rabbi, Eliezer 
Silver, from Cincinnati, Ohio, who helped organize Vaad 

. Hatzala, was named their president 
While we were in L6di, the Unired States government 

sent Rabbi Silver to Poland. To protect him from the 
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Russian government, he was given the honorary milicary 
title of an American general. They gave him that title 
so the Russians would respect him and allow him to do 
the job he needed to do. The Russians had to respect the 
American milicary. They were now allies. Rabbi Silver was 
free to move around like a representative of the United 
States government. 

Rabbi Silver brought millions of dollars stuffed 
into valises with him. The United Jewish Appeal, which 
funded his mission, is an international organization that 
helps Jewish people who are in need or in harm's way. 
They still exist today and help any ]ew, wherever he or she 
lives. They give Israel monetary assistance as well. 

Even though the United ]ewish Appeal financed 
Rabbi Silver's mission, Vaad Hatzala handled all the 
logistical details. They arranged all the visas and planned 
the trips. The Yeshiva University of New York gave me 
a scholarship so that I could get my visa to the United 
States. 

Rabbi Silver used the money from this fund to 
bribe the Communist government, their immigration 
department, che soldiers who controlled che borders, and 
anyone else he had to in order for the Russians to let us 

go. 
He succeeded. 
lt took six months to get us out ofL6di. They gave us 

our own passenger rrain to go to Czechoslovakia, which 
was also controlled by the Russians. 

In Prague, the capital of Czechoslovakia, we stayed in 
a hotel for a few months while negotiations continued. I 
found out from staff that the mattresses in those rooms 
were stuffed full of human hair that had been sheared 
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from some of the six million ]ews who perished in the 
Holocaust. I could not sleep on the mattresses. The 

. thought of it made me sick. I slepr on the floor 
; bstaclewasn'tgettinginto Czechoslovakia סThe biggest 

it was in going from a Communist Czechoslovakia to the 
free Democratic country of France, which was controlled 

. by the Allies 
The Russians at the Czechoslovakian border had to 

be bribed because their laws told them not to let anybody 
. in or out of the Russian borders 

After three months in Prague, an agreement was 
, Paris סtravel t סreached. We were given permission t 

. France. We were finally moving toward freedom 
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ln France, we were free people. Completely. We had all 
the conveniences of a democratic society. Finally we were 

. live like normal humans סable t 
We were housed in the countryside, in a small farming 

. village called Bailly, about fifi:een miles west of Paris 
studying like nothing סLike in Lithuania, we were back t 

happened. We were to be the rabbis of the future. We 
studied the Bible and the Torah, but mainly the Talmud 

. and the many books ofTalmud scholars 

* * * 
, On the first Saturday, the first Sabbath of the month 

we always had a nice meal. 1 used to go in a rented car 
to Versailles, the next big city, to buy live chickens for 

our laws and סthe meal. We would kill them according t 

. make chicken soup for Friday night and Saturday 
One time when 1 made the journey, a delivery truck 
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slammed into my car. My body was bruised, and I lost 
be replaced with סalmost all of my teeth, which had t 

. dentures 
, After the accident, I was lying in bed recovering 

when I had a surprise visitor. Label, my oldest brother by 
. ten years, walked into the room 

Label, you survived?" I said. "I never thought I'd see " 
"! you again 

He didn't have much to say, but his expression showed 
the pain and trials that he had endured. I did not ask him 

. for details, and I would not share mine 

But rhe rest of our family is gone," I said with sad " 

. reflection 
". Nahum made it " 

Really? It has been so hard thinking that I was the " 
only survivor of our entire family. Is he all right?" I asked 

. hopefully 
Yes, he survived in Warsaw. And now he's turned " 

". religious 
How about that. Nahum found G-d after the war. I " 

"? am glad for him. How's your family 

boys and two girls סWe're doing well. We have tw " 
". now. I see that you have a son of your own 

I smiled. "Yes. He is a good boy. How did you find 
"~ . me 

'A friend heard of your accident and recognized the ' 
". name. I wanted to come see if you were all righc 

". o סI survived the war-I can survive this t " 
So glad you did," he said. "After all you've been " 

survive the war, it would be a real shame if a סthrough t 
". car accident did you in 

We gave each other a grin and a handshake. The years 
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berween us, rhe war, and our spiritual parhs bound us 
 bur separated us. We visited a short time, careful not tס

deep ססdiscuss anyrhing of importance, the wounds all t 
. and too fresh 

run a successful synagogue in סLabel would go on t 
New York. Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel, who had 

, survived Auschwitz to become a very successful aurhor 
professor, and polirical activist, was a member of Label's 

. congregation 
Yes, since only my teeth had been damaged from the 

car accident in France and the rest of me was basically 
unharmed, I marveled at G-d's grace again. I had bones 
like iron-unbreakable! And my legs were strong from all 
the walking and running and jumping I'd had to do over 

. rhe years 
. Once again I was spared. Another miracle 
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 We were in France for over eight months. We had tס
wait for our paperwork and passports to be created. Any 

, proper identification we had before the war was lost 
stolen, or destroyed during the Holocaust. It took a long 

. get the visas and travel arrangements worked out סtime t 
, Everyrhing had to be coordinated between the Polish 

French, and American governments. My visa was based 
of New York to yזon a scholarship of the Yeshiva Universi 

. study for a higher ordination, like a PhD 
There were hundreds of us to worry about, and 

everyone had problems, so we couldn't go anywhere until 
the paperwork was done for the entire group. In the 

. meantime, we continued with our studies 

* * * 
We shipped out from the port of Cannes, France, across 

ward the United States on a Polish סthe Aclantic Ocean, t 
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. boat called Sobieski 
the סThe ship was small, which made the journey t 

, USA very rough. We were packed on the ship like sardines 
and people were vomiting. Such a long voyage in those 
conditions, but eventually we cruised into the New York 
Harbor late at night. lt was dark, and we couldn't see the 

! Statue ofLiberty, but we were in the free land of America 
The ship sailed straight to Ellis Island. We all had 

wait on the boat until morning. My wife and my son סt 
stayed close by my side. ln the morning we still had to 
wait on the boat in a long line while, one by one, we were 
registered at Ellis lsland. 1 had a single visitor-a rabbi 
named Tzvi Bronstein, who was from Wyszk6w and had 

. studied under my grandfather 
. He was a very important guy in New York by then 

ln fact, his name was well known not only in New York 
but all over the United States. He was a mohel, and had 
learned the craft: of circumcising from my grandfather in 
Wyszk6w, Poland. Many years before the war begun, he 

. had left: Poland and moved to the United States 
During the war, he had worked in the United States 

Army as a chaplain, circumcising soldiers. This was oft:en 
necessary if they had problems due to the filthy conditions 
they found themselves living in. The military sent him 
all over Europe, wherever they needed him to perform a 

. circumcision. There was a big need for those skills 
Once Rabbi Bronstein found me, he stayed with me 

, all the time. Every day, he would pick me up in Brooklyn 
where we both lived, and drive me to the Bronx. lt was a 

the Lebanon Hospital, where he סlong ride. He took me t 
worked. Aft:er the war, he opened and operated a school 
there to teach rabbis how to circumcise babies. This is 
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where he taught me how to do circumcisions. I practiced 
hard, and once my skills were perfected, he gave me work 
to do. 

He told me, "Now's the time I can repay your 
grandfather." 

* * * 
The fi.rst circumcision I performed was on my own son, 
Chaim. Originally he had been circumcised in Russia by 
an old rabbi, who shook. He was a very old man with a 
big whire beard, and he did a bad job with Chaim. 

The old rabbi only removed a little piece. He didn't 
do the whole rhing. The rest, the head, was still covered. 
That's not kosher. Thar's not rhe proper method of 
circumcising, but at the time we had no choice, because 
rhere was nobody else to do it. He was rhe only rabbi who 
was also a mohel in that part of Russia. 

In New York, we had to do Chaim's circumcision all 
over again. He was already two and a half years old by 
rhen. This time, with me doing rhe procedure, it was a 
success! 

In the sixry plus years since, I've performed over six 
thousand circumcisions. It may not seem like a lot over 
rhe course of sixry years, but for me, it was plenry of work. 
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M y second child, our daughter Rebecca, was born 
during my first year in New York. While learning to be 
a mohel with Rabbi Bronstein in the Bronx, I continued 

. working toward my rabbinical education in Brooklyn 
, My rosh yeshiva, Rabbi Yechiel Mordechai Gordon 

from my rabbinical seminary in Lomia, Poland, was lucky 
enough to come to America about six months before 
World War II broke out. He came to New York at that 
time to raise money for the Lomia Yeshiva, but once war 

convince סbroke out, he could not go back. People had t 
him to stay in the United States. He was not the kind of 
rabbi who would run away from his people, especially 

. when they were in need 
Everybody loved Rabbi Gordon. He was a great 

teacher, very brilliant. There were rabbis who studied 
the סunder him at the Lomia Yeshiva and moved t 

, United States afrerward. These former students of his 
the סwho thought fondly of him, helped him to come t 

United States, but once he was forced to stay, they helped 
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. him settle down and begin earning a living 
Rabbi Gordon had a big house in Brooklyn. The 

second floor was his home, the main floor was the 
synagogue, and the basement was for the classrooms 
in which he ran his yeshiva, which he also named the 

, America סLomza Yeshiva. When many students came t 
. including me, we studied at his yeshiva 

* * * 

I began studying toward a higher ordination because I 
wanted a deeper, broader rabbinical education. Another 
reason I needed to study was that I'd lost the papers with 
my proof of semicha in Russia, when everything was 

work for a סstolen from me on the train. Since I had t 
new semicha anyway, I figured I may as well study for the 
higher ordination, because I already had the knowledge 
for the standard rabbinical ordination, and doing the 

regain my certification would be a waste of סwork just t 
efforts and resources. The new semicha would be like a 

. PhD-very prestigious in the rabbinical world 
I started training immediately in Rabbi Gordon's 

seminary in Brooklyn while I was also learning how to 
circumcise babies. I didn't get to finish seminary right 

, away, because I was offered a good job in Louisville 
. Kentucky, that didn't require the title of scholar 

My rabbis, whose names were impressive, gave me a 
ward my title of scholar סletter that stated I was working t 

. and that I was qualified for the job 
Louisville offered me $1,000 a month, which was 

good money in 1948. My family was growing, so I 
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couldn'r turn it down. The communiry wanted me rhere 
because not only was I a rabbi and a mohel, but I was also 

. a khazn and a balkora, meaning I could read Torah scrolls 
1 could also be a supervisor of kosher laws. 1 had most of 

. the skills of a scholar 
be filled as soon סThe Louisville position needed t 

as possible, so we packed up our possessions and, with 
young children, 1 lefr for סmy wife, Malka, and our tw 

Kentucky right away, and we stayed for six years. During 
that rime, my daughrer Bernice was born. Since Louisville 

leave when סdid not have a Hebrew day school, 1 had t 
. my son Chaim, grew to rhat age 

Afrer Kentucky, 1 took a job in Jersey Ciry, New 
Brooklyn, New York. ln ]ersey סJersey, which is close t 

. Ciry, our fourth and final child, my son Baruch, was born 
On one terribly cold day, with lots of snow on the 

ground, 1 circumcised Baruch at rhe synagogue. Rabbi 
oseph Soloveirchik, the chief rabbi at rhe modern ] 

orthodox Yeshiva Universiry, was rhe sandik for rhat 
hold my son סceremony, meaning that he was the one t 

. while 1 performed rhe circumcision 
While 1 was working in ]ersey Ciry, 1 was able 

become a scholar, which I סcontinue my studies t סt 
eventually received in Brooklyn, New York, by rhe av 
beth din, lirerally meaning farher of rhe court, Rabbi 

-Narilowich. ln total, it took me rwelve years of study 
. from 1947 unril 1959-to reach rhis level of semicha 
, a PhD סAnd even though rhe title of scholar is similar t 

remember rhat PhDs can be acquired in סir's important t 
roughly eighr years. A great deal of time and study was 

. receive my higher ordination סrequired t 
Rabbi Gordon, who was very popular in Europe, was 
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the United States, which is why he סrather a newcomer t 
make sure I had סdid not sign my semicha. He wanted t 

. the name of a popular American rabbi on my semicha 
Rabbi Gordon was a great man and a good friend and 

arrange for סreally wanted to help me out. He wanted t 
. meet with the great Chief Rabbi Moshe Feinstein סme t 

but not ס,I told Rabbi Gordon that I would be honored t 
. until 1 felt prepared 

Rabbi Gordon was almost at the same level as Moshe 
Feinstein, but Moshe was so brilliant and was known 
all over the world. He was also quite humble. He never 

be called Rabbi Moshe, just Moshe Feinstein. I סwanted t 
felt nervous and wanted to make sure I was ready. I would 
spend the next three years continuing to study, so 1 would 

. meet with him סbe ready t 
Before that meeting, I was offered the job as principal 

rabbi in Caracas, Venezuela, in 1960 at the Union Israelita 
. de Caracas, which was strictly an Orthodox synagogue 
, For my job at the Union, 1 needed the title of scholar 

and the timing for everyrhing worked out perfectly. In 
. Caracas, I was the principal rabbi for a large communiry 

The job paid very well, but it wasn't easy. It was a big 
. responsibiliry 

* * * 

meet with Moshe סIn 1963, I finally found the courage t 
1 . Feinstein, and I returned to the United States to do so 
. met with him, and he was very happy for my successes 

see if I סHe asked me a lot of questions-gave me a test t 
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was properly educared. My responses convinced him rhat 
I was. 

Moshe Feinsrein wrote and signed a special letter, 
and in rhis letter was his ascama, agreement of my scholar 
ordination, and his high recommendarion, which stated 
rhat the synagogue in Caracas was very fortunate to have 
me as rheir rabbi. 

x:x x:x x:x 

Moshe Feinstein died on Purim, and every year for the 
pasr rhirry years since his death, he's been honored on 
Purim. Many articles are srill being wrirren about him 
today. 

To give you an idea about what kind of man Moshe 
Feinstein was, I remember rhis powerful story about him. 
There was a journalist, a religious ]ew, who wanted to 
do an article on him. lt just so happened rhat his aunt 
was Moshe Feinstein's doctor. His aunt set ir up so rhat 
her nephew would meet Moshe during his next medical 
appointment with her. 

Afrer rhe appointment, rhe doctor had anorher 
patient to tend to. She said good-bye and gave Moshe a 
kiss on rhe cheek. 

The journalist began to tremble. lt was unheard of 
for a woman to kiss a holy man like rhat; ir's against 
tradirional laws. 

He apologized profusely. "Rabbi Feinsrein, I 
apologize. My aunt, she isnt frum [religious]. She doesn't 
understand-" 

Moshe placed his fingers on rhe mar.ls lips to prevent 
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him from speaking, and then in Yiddish, he soft:ly told 
him something that nobody ever said before. "She has 

". numbers on her arms. She is holier than me 
lt's a very powerful statement. And maybe, like the 

survivors of Auschwitz, the ones like me, who had to fight 
, stay alive-sleeping in trees, stealing food סfor years t 

escape certain סttenest of conditions t סliving in the r 
death many times-are also considered holy for the 

survive the סlong struggle we fought day aft:er day just t 
. Holocaust and resume the life of an observant ]ew 

My cousin, Rabbi Shlomo Goren, was chief rabbi of 
Israel for three terms, from 1973 until 1983. The only 
person he ever trusted when seeking guidance on religious 
law was Moshe Feinstein. This demonstrates just how 

. much respect and trust others had in him 
Moshe Feinstein was very special, and I was fortunate 

have his signature on my title. The semicha itself is סt 
not signed by him, only a special letter testifying that he 
agreed with my receipt of this title. He certified that it 

be considered a scholar סwas accurate and that I was t 
without limit." I would have the right to put my opinion " 

. anywhere, and my writings could become law 
study the areas סToday, rabbis don't have the time t 

reach this level of semicha. They have other סnecessary t 
They ס.areas of study they need to devote their time t 

are very learned in their own right, but the roles of this 
generation's rabbis have changed since the time I reached 

. my highest level of ordination 

* * * 
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 While serving as Rabbi in Venezuela from 1960 tס 1992 ,
I was able to do very important work in Caracas. Before I 
had arrived in Caracas, there was only one synagogue, the 
Rabinato de Venezuela. Unfortunarely rhe president and 
treasurer of rhe synagogue acted like a dictator. Many of 
the congregants were unhappy, so they lefr, hired me, and 

. formed the Union lsraelita de Caracas 
Upon my arrival, a very large percentage of the 

congreganrs from rhe Rabinate joined me at rhe new 
Union lsraelita de Caracas, despire rhe fact that we did 

, not even have a synagogue. For those first couple of years 
we rented a house in town where we met and held our 
services. During rhat time, we were having a brand new 
synagogue built for us. Once it was finished, 1 had the 

. honor of blessing the first stone of the building 
During my first eight years at the Union lsraelita de 

Caracas, I was the only rabbi at the synagogue, and the 
congregation grew more during rhese years rhan in any 

. other period in its hisrory 
Afrer that eight-year period, I was authorized by the 

look for a rabbi fluent in Spanish, who could סUnion t 
relate to the new generation of congregants. This was 
absolutely necessary. I hired Rabbi Pynchas Brener and 

. worked with him at the Union for another four years 
, Later, I took a job at rhe Rabinato de Venezuela 

which was also strictly Orthodox, where I was the 
, principal rabbi for another fourteen years. By this time 

the dictator who had been president and treasurer when 
Caracas had been forced out, so now סI had first moved t 

50 1,3 the synagogue was run democratically. There were 
congregants from rhe Union who followed me over to rhe 

. Rabinato 
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. We had a huge synagogue with a lot of members 
open the doors and סDuring the holidays we had t 

 connect it with the big hall. We needed the hall space tס
. fit in thousands and thousands of people 

1 received, and still possess, letters from the 
rabbinates, a governing body of rabbis, of both }erusalem 

make סand Tel Aviv, which gave me the full authority t 
a rabbinical court in Caracas and make decisions on the 

 laws of religious subjects. They also gave me permission tס
. join this court סwitnesses t סappoint tw 

help with סwitnesses t סNot only did I appoint tw 

this big job, but l also made sure they were rabbis so I 
assistant rabbis to help me out. Together סwould have tw 

, we held a court for all rypes of cases, such as divorces 
conversions, etc. We were a permanent court of three 
rabbis, no jury. The three of us judged the cases, and our 

. decisions were final 
I was also the honorary rabbi at the San Cristobal 

Community Synagogue, fulfilling their religious needs 
. when requested during my entire time in Venezuela 

During my years in that country, I was decorated 
with honors from the government by two different 
democratic presidents. First, I received a third grade 
honor, the Francisco de Miranda order, from the president 
of Venezuela, Carlos Andres Perez, which came in the 
form of a golden pin. Later I received a second grade 
honor from President Luis Herrera Campins, which 
was a special sash worn over the shoulder and across the 
chest. I left before I could receive a first grade honor, the 
highest esteem that could be received by a civilian from 

. the Venezuelan government 
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* * * 
While in Caracas, I was able to help Moishe Tryzmel 
and his family to come join us there. After the war, they 

Bolivia סhad been able to leave Russia, but they'd gone t 
instead of the United States. So once again, my friend and 

. I were reunited 
By then Moishe had a wife named Luva and a son 

they named Aviv. Aviv is still alive and living in Caracas 
this day. He is on the board of directors at the Rabinato סt 

. de Venezuela 

* * * 
Venezuela, my סSome years after the Tryzmels moved t 

, mother-in-law, who had moved to Israel after the war 
became ill. Our youngest son, Baruch, was grown and 

visit her סstaying in Israel at that time. Malka went t 
. help out סmother t 

While she was over there, I received a phone call from 
Baruch. My dear Malka, while caring for her mother, had 

. unexpectedly died of a heart attack 
lt was such a shock, and I was devastated for quite 

survive and raise a סsome time. All we'd been through t 
family, and suddenly she was gone. Our children were 
grown and on their own by then. I missed Malka very 

. much 
I suspect that the harsh conditions Malka had faced 

her death. Sometimes סwhile in Siberia had contributed t 
. such extreme duress can never be overcome 
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* * * 
, Years later, on May 1, 1979, I married my current wife 

Rukmini, who's Hebrew name is Rachel. She was one 
of the secretaries at the synagogue and had attended 
Hebrew Day School in Chile. Her son, David, whom I 
had circumcised as a baby, was seven years old when we 

. married 
be סSaint Augustine, Florida, t סIn 1992, I moved t 

the principal rabbi at a beautiful synagogue called the Sons 
, of Israel Synagogue. As a volunteer, my wife, Rukmini 

has been giving Hebrew lessons at our synagogue for the 
. past nineteen years 

Shortly afi:er arriving in Saint Augustine, I started 
running a conversion course for, among others, those 
who are interested in converting to ]udaism. The course 

. takes nearly a year to complete, and its content is guided 
At the end of the course, men and women seeking to 
convert appear before the Bet Din. Serving the Bet Din 
are three people, the rabbi and two witnesses. If the 
convert is found to be suitable, he or she undergoes ritual 
immersion. If the convert is a man, the Brit Milah and 
the Hatofas Dam Brit Milah are required, as stipulated 

. by ]ewish law 
All conversions are based on and done according 

pages 661, 662, and 663, and also גריםהלכותדעה,ירהto 
pages 46, 47, and 48, starting ,יבמרתגמראaccording to the 

. 46 the last nine lines at the bottom of page ת"ר,at 
In the year 2000, I received a lifetime contract from 

Sons of Israel. After being a rabbi for over sixty years, I'm 
. 2011 finally set to be retired by June of 
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W hy did G-d pick me? Why did He pick me to survive 
and experience all these miracles? Why did I survive when 
my father and the other elders were gunned down in the 

the invasion in ס,woods? Why did I escape the ghett 
catch me? Why סLithuania, the Communists attempts t 

? did I not get spotted by the Super Patriots on the train 
? Why me and not someone else 

I have a theory-a belief about this. My father, who 
die for those who were not סwas a righteous person, had t 

. so righteous 
This may not make sense at first. Surely the way he 

led his life secured him a good place in heaven. Those 
people, like my father, grandfather-who were both 
rabbis-Rabbi Wasserman, Rabbi Bronstein, Rabbi 
Gordon, and Rabbi Feinstein, really just people, would 
have some respect in heaven. And their prayers would be 

. powerful 
So, let's say that after my father died, he was up there 

G-d: "Please, G-d, I סin the right place, and he prayed t 
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" . . surv1ve סwant my son t 
And G-d listened to him. Why? Because my facher 

was a righteous person. Because he died for somebody 
else. So G-d felt that He should answer my father's 
prayers, not for me, but for my father. Perhaps a person 
who lives a just life will have his prayers answered, even if 

. it's for someone who has not yet lived that just life 
. I believe this could be one explanation 

Where did I come up with chis belief? From the 
Bible. The story of Rachel, the wife of Jacob, who cries 

. to G-d endlessly for the children, her children, the Jews 
She mourns for us being exiled from our land, for our 
pain and suffering over thousands of years. She's always 

. praying for G-d's blessing over us 
Prayer reminds G-d that we're here. Ifl'm not worthy 

of having my prayers answered by G-d, He will answer 
. them for Abraham, Issac, and Jacob-our forefathers 

. He answers them for Rachel 
He answers them for my father and grandfather, who 

. I knew personally in life 
, He does it for them, for they are the just, the righteous 

. the ones deserving to be rewarded 

* * * 

For a survivor, who has already experienced many miracles 
survive, everyching with faith starts making more סjust t 

sense. Ic's our own, unique journey. Family is nearest to 
, our body and our heart, so it's hard to accept their loss 

realize there is a plan in everyching, even סbut we begin t 
. if we don't understand it 
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Many people can't understand how G-d could have 
let the Holocaust happen. Why didn't He interfere and 
prevent Hitler and the Nazis from carrying out such 

? terrible atrocities 
Because of free will. Regardless of the act of evil, if 

G-d interferes and punishes a person right away, they lose 
. their free will. G-d would be dictating everyone's actions 
, be careful and be good all the time סPeople would have t 

be good. And G-d would סbut they would be forced t 
become a dictator. This is the reason I can give for why 

. G-d did not interfere with the Holocaust 
But that explanation is still not good enough for a 

? survivor. Why didn't G-d make just this one exception 
Six million murdered ]ews? One and a half million of 
them being children? Wouldn't sacrificing man's free will 

save all those innocent children? lt makes סbe worth it t 
. swallow סthe free will argument hard t 

? But is it hard enough to doubt G-d's existence 
Many people question the concept of faith. Even 

I questioned it during some of the horrors I witnessed 
during the Holocaust. But I can't explain my survival, my 
success, in any other way. Someone was always watching 
over me, protecting me. Someone larger than any human 

. in this world 
But what about the people who have not experienced 

all these miracles? What about those who may have had 
believe סmany bad things happen to them? How are they t 

? in what cannot be seen 
. Let's say I found a letter on the street and opened it 
, I read it over. It's a nice letter. I don't know who it's from 

but I have to believe that it's from someone. Somebody 
wrote this letter. It didn't mysteriously create itself. Ink 
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didn'r fall out from a bottle and pour onto a piece of paper 
form words and sentences to become a nice letter all סt 

. by itself 
Well, rhe same applies to the earth, the universe. How 

? can anyone rhink these rhings were created on rheir own 
That rhere wasn't a creator behind all of it? How could 
anyone not rhink rhat rhings like babies, nature, and so 

? much beauty on earth didn't come from a greater power 
.As humans, we're limited. There's only so much 

we can do. Wirh all of these unexplainable phenomena 
and miracles that have happened, how can we claim 
responsibiliry for it? We are limired, but G-d is unlimited 

. in what He can do 
. He can make the impossible possible 

. He can make miracles happen 
I'm living proof. 
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What I Have Learned 
From the Holocaust 

F or fourteen years, five times a year, 1 have had rhe 
, students of Flagler College in Saint Augustine, Florida 

. come listen to my story at the Sons of lsrael synagogue 
One time, a female student asked me, "Did you ever 

wish you had been born a Christian, so you wouldn't have 
"? experience the Holocaust סhad t 

1 said, "Look, ir's a good question and it probably 
went through my mind at the time. Why not? lt makes 
sense. lf 1 was a Christian, 1 wouldn't have to suffer and 

? lose my family. But ... would 1 really want that 
To be born a Christian or something else? What if " 

I was born in a family of Nazis? They bring me up to be 
. a Nazi. And I could've ended up killing }ewish children 

Could 1 have done that? Could 1 possibly wish for 
". t סsomerhing like rhis? Of course n 

. The girl opened her mouth, but didn't say anyrhing 
. Not a word 



WHAT I HA VE LEARNED FROM THE HOLOCAUST 

* * * 
There are several lessons l've learned through my 
experiences in the Holocaust. The first is that religion is 

. like fire 
Karl Marx once stated, "Religion is the opiate of the 

, people." Opiate being a narcotic that dulls the senses 
. forcing lethargy and apathy 

But I don't agree with his philosophy. I say religion 
is like fire, and fire can be a good thing. lt can keep you 

keep you fed and סwarm and you can cook food with it t 
healthy. Of course, fire can also kill you. It can burn your 
house down or destroy an entire ciry. Fire can be good or 

. bad depending on how it is used 
. Religion is like this. lt can be used for good or bad 
. Doing something beneficial in the name of G-d is good 

Helping others, having faith and belief, obeying the Ten 
Commandments, are all examples of how religion can be 

. used for good 
Religion can be used for bad as well. Like the killing 

and terrorism in the Middle East. So many wars have been 
fought in rhe name of religion. Why? Religious people 

be benevolent, not violent. If you rake סare supposed t 

. anything to an extreme, you can be burned 
Too much religion can be just as dangerous as too 

little religion. The best example I can give is the blind 
faith the Hasidic rebbes had rhat G-d would not allow 

do all the horrible things rhey סHirler and rhe Nazis t 
rhreatened they would do. They believed that Messiah 

. would come and save us all 
Of course, that did not happen. The Hasidic rebbes 
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were wrong. General ]abotinsky, the nonreligious leader 
of the Zionist movement, had insisted that the Nazis 
would murder us, and he urged us to leave Poland and 

. Europe. We should have listened to ]abotinsky and fled 
In this case, religion was literally like fire. Many 

, millions of ]ews were burned in the death camp furnaces 
. flee from the Nazis סbecause of our failure t 

Aside from General ]abotinsky, the well-known 
and respected Vilna Gaon was also against the Hasidic 
movement from the beginning. This was more than one 
hundred fifty years before the Holocaust. He feared their 
blind faith would cause tragedy down the road, and he 

. was right 
The Hasidic rebbes were not considered lawmakers 

in the Jewish communiry. They did not have authority 
over ]ewish law. They weren't discriminated against, but 
the non-Hasidic people were against Hasidic philosophies 

. and interpretations 
. The Vilna Gaon respected the Hasidic people 

be good ]ews, but he disagreed סHe considered them t 
with their all-or-nothing beliefs. All of the Lithuanian 
seminaries were against these beliefs as well. Before the 
war, there was only one true Hasidic seminary in all of 

. Poland; it was in Lublin 
Even though there were millions of Hasidim, they did 

support their movement סnot have the educated rabbis t 
. get financial backing to build seminaries סand help them t 

The Vilna Gaon's respect of the Hasidic people was 
carried forward to the rest of the misnagdim, who were 
against the Hasidic beliefs. We followed the wisdom of our 

. elders when considering how we felt about the Hasidim 
There is a book, 1he Wisdom ofOur Forefathers, which 
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teaches us how to handle disagreements. lt tells the story 
brilliant scholars, Shammai and Hillel, who were סof tw 

good friends and highly respected each other. Despite 
this, they disagreed on many things. But these debates 
were healthy and in the name of G-d. Hillel was more 

. liberal, so people ofren sided with him 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein and his good friend Rabbi 

Yosef Eliyahu Henkin were very much like Hillel and 
Shammai. They often disagreed and had debates on 
various issues. A popular debate they had was about 
divorce. Rabbi Henkin believed that if a ]ewish woman 
was married in a nonreligious court and lived in a 

be divorced by a סnonreligious marriage, she needed t 
hy procedure-before she can be זgrabbi-which is a len 

married again. Moshe disagreed. He believed if a woman 
was not married in a synagogue by a rabbi, then there 
was no need to be divorced by a rabbi. She could do so 
through a nonreligious court. This was to make it easier 

get remarried. Most agreed and sided סfor a woman t 
with Moshe. Moshe was not only a brilliant scholar but 

. also a humanitarian 
, Rabbi Henkin resembled the role of Shammai 

primarily extreme or conservative in his thinking, while 
ward סRabbi Feinstein was more like Hillel, leaning t 

the liberal point of view. Like how Moshe commented 
that the doctor who kissed him was holier than he was 
because she had a number tattooed on her arm from the 

, Auschwitz death camp. That was a liberal thing to say 
do סbecause by Jewish law, women simply are forbidden t 

. such a thing 
The Vilna Gaon was also like Hillel in his opposition 

, to the Hasidim. He was liberal, but peaceful in his debates 
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. which is how the misnagdim acted in turn 
The misnagdim respected the Hasidic ] ews and 

. accepted them as part of the }ewish community 
Unfortunately, there was no mutual respect. The Hasidic 
ews discriminated against us. They discriminated against ] 

participate in סtheir own women, not allowing them t 
many areas. This attitude caused a lot of problems with 
the }ewish communities and even created problems within 

. individual families 
Even now, the Hasidim are mainly students of the 

Torah and Talmud, and they remain as students. Most 
of them don't have jobs. They receive funding from the 

live the lives of students. The Hasidim are סgovernment t 
also protected by the government from being drafi:ed by 

ward Israel. They סthe military. They don't contribute t 
don't volunteer themselves for the Israeli milicary or for 
the betterment of the ]ewish community or for the state 

. of Israel 
The Hasidim did not learn from the Holocaust. A 

Hasidic rabbi once personally told me that a synagogue 
where women and men sit together is not considered 
ewish anymore. And, based on his beliefs, those } 

congregants are not considered }ewish either and could 
not step into a non-Hasidic synagogue, which, in my 

. opinion, is a serious mistake 
The Hasidim ignore the Talmud, in particular in 

a tractate from Seder סנהדרין,): Sanhedrin (Hebrew 
Nezikin, where the Gemara teaches that a }ew who sins 

. still retains the identity of a }ew 
They ignore how the Torah teaches us that we are not 

add a new law or take away from any }ewish סsupposed t 
. law 
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* * * 
 The second lesson thar I've learned is rhar money, t,סס

is like fire. The Torah says rhat even tzadikim, righteous 
. people, can do wrong because of money 

Deuteronomy 16:19 (Tanakh) gives a fair warning 
of rhis: "You shall not pervert jusrice; you shall not show 
favorirism, and you shall not rake a bribe, for bribery 

". blinds rhe eyes of rhe wise and perverts just words 
Even roday in our fairh, we have rhose who make 

. mistakes because they are blinded by the appeal of money 
much death and destruction on this ססGreed has caused t 

planet. The Nazis were aft:er the wealth of the ]ews during 
the Holocaust. Look at the lengths they went to in order 

! acquire it סt 
. Some people are not satisfied with just being rich 

They have an unquenchable thirst for more and more 
. money. This is affecting the Jewish community as well 
. dictate their beliefs סThe extremists are allowing greed t 

They are changing tradition and faith for the selfish reason 
. of gaining more riches and power 

I have experienced this sort of greed head-on at one 
point during my sixry-plus years of being a rabbi. One 
of the services that I perform is converting people over 

, udaism, especially for rhose who want to do aliyah ] סt 
. the State of lsrael, to protect and help Israel סmoving t 

Many years ago, some rabbis in a community I 
worked at began to say bad things about me. They lied 
and spread words of hate. They told people that I was a 

scare all the Orthodox סReform rabbi. This was done t 
st סrabbis, in particular the Chief Rabbanut, our m 
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supreme religious governing body in the State oflsrael, so 
. that they would not recognize my work as a rabbi 

They were angry with me because I was only charging 
, a very small amount of money for each conversion 

compared to the large sums of money-even in the 
thousands of dollars-that Orthodox rabbis wanted for 

. the same job 
I charged so little as a special favor for the big groups 

of people who did aliyah to help and fight for the state 
of Israel. I worked in conjunction with an Israeli agency 

. and a couple of their shaliach, representatives of Israel 
Israel needed as many converted men to help with their 
military as possible, in part to make up for all those 
Hasidim who didn't join the military. For the betterment 
of the Israeli military, to protect our land, I wanted to 

do aliyah סmake it affordable and desirable for people t 
and convert to ]udaism. Besides, these people had already 
been living by the ]ewish laws for over five years while 

. convert, so I felt obligated to help סwaiting t 
The rabbis who resented and hated me didn't care 

about this or even respect my level of semicha. They were 
upset because, with my much lower and more reasonable 
rates, I was taking away their business, preventing them 

. from becoming rich 
One time, there was a rich ]ewish man who was 

to marry a non-]ewish woman. Their rabbi wanted an 
exorbitant fee to handle the future bride's conversion 
before he would marry them at their synagogue. After they 
spoke to me, I offered to do the conversion for $1,000, a 
mere fraction of their rabbi's fee. I did so, but their rabbi 

. no longer agreed to marry them at their synagogue 
Only the money and the prospect of becoming rich 
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. him סwas important t 

* * * 
The third lesson is that the Holocaust could have been 
prevented if the state of lsrael had existed during the 

. times of Hicler and the Nazis 
be an סBecause of the Holocaust, l consider myself t 

. Orthodox Zionist rabbi. 1 had agreed with jabocinsky 
the beliefs of סBut the Hasidic movement was opposed t 

the Zionists. If the Zionists would have had more support 
from the Jewish communicy, and other countries in the 

. world, we could've had our nation much earlier 
After the Holocaust, the Zionists would eventually 

. make Israel a strong councry with a powerful milicary 
1 believe that if today's lsrael had existed in the days of 

. Hicler, the Holocaust would never have happened 
lsrael's army would have done anyching necessary 

fight the Nazis and save the jews from being mass סt 
murdered, like they did in 1976 when they rescued Israeli 
and jewish hostages who were being held at an airport in 

. Entebbe, Uganda, by Arab terrorists 

* * * 
The fourth lesson l 've learned is that there were great 
Hasidic rebbes, like the Gerer Rebbe, who were more 

. Zionist than Hasidic in their beliefs 
The Gerer Rebbe was saved from the Holocaust 

Palestine to help build the סgo t סbecause he desired t 
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state of Israel. There were other great Hasidic rebbes who 
 did not wish to go tס Palestine. They preferred to go tס

. the United States 
The early Hasidic movement was founded by 

Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer, the Ba'al Shem Tov, back in the 
eighteenth century in present day Ukraine. Despite the 
Vilna Gaon's efforts, the Ba'al Shem Tov movement grew 
in popularity and over the years produced many rabbis 

. who were great, great people, much like the Vilna Gaon 
Moshe Feinstein was on the same level as the Vilna 

Gaon was in his time. The way Moshe learned was the 
same way I had. And these lessons that I've learned from 

. the Holocaust, I've learned from Moshe Feinstein 

* * * 

The last lesson I've learned is that rabbis need to be 
prepared for any attempts of violence against them so 
that they are not singled out and murdered like the rebbes 
during the Holocaust. Or become victims of terrorism 
like some synagogues and ]ewish centers around the 

. world are experiencing in the present 
Rabbi Gary Moskowitz, the president of the Tzedek 

Task Force on CounterTerrorism, believes that rabbis and 
use weapons סtheir staffs should be armed and trained t 

s training sessions at various ~ : ~ ::g: ~ u
5
; ~~~ : ~ r ;~ג: e ~ 

Although this is not a popular concept among many 
rabbis, I agree with Rabbi Moskowitz, based on my 
experiences during the Holocaust. How could a survivor 
feel any differently than this? Especially since acts of 
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violence are still happening at synagogues. Why should 
people become victims if they can avoid it? If offenders 

. know that we are armed, they will not come after us 
I mean no offense to some ]acksonville rabbis who 

this idea, but most of the ]acksonville סare opposed t 
synagogues are better protected, with more securiry. The 
Sons of Israel synagogue, where I preside, is righr off a 
public street, with no real protection at all. Our front 
door is a short distance from rhe curbside. The lack of 

. securiry for us is worrisome 
Rabbi Moskowitz believes rhat several people 

, should be armed near the entrance to the synagogue 

and if someone threatening comes in with a gun, these 
rs should kill him. A lot of our synagogues are סprotect 

defenseless from attack. Anyone could just walk in with a 
. weapon and do great harm to us and our congregations 

Ir's a law from the Torah. If somebody comes to kill 
you, you better kill rhem first. Even though the Torah 
is very much against killing, it makes this exception. It's 
your obligation to defend yourself and the rest of your 

. people 
learn how to סold t ססAt ninery years old, I feel I'm t 

use and care for a gun, but these young rabbis, especially 
if rhey make a good salary, have every reason-and every 

. justification-in the world to want to protect themselves 

* * * 
Hopefully we will never forget what happened during the 

be סHolocaust, and can take heed of the severe lessons t 
. learned 
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The calculated attempt at elimination of a group or 
civilization can never be allowed to happen again. Yet the 
ews are already facing such extreme hatred. lnstead of ] 

. Hicler, chere are other evil men doing his work 
Some Arabs say chat ]ews are killing Arab children 

drink their blood, just like a handful of the Polish סt 
Christian priests said before che Holocaust. These Arabs 
are now putting it in their newspapers and teaching this 
to cheir children at school. They're saying that the food 

. for Purim is made with Muslim blood 
ustices are happening in other נSimilar in 

, countries chrough anti-Semitic leaders, just like Hitler 
contaminating che minds of their followers with false 
claims against the ]ews. Hate spreads easily. If we're not 

. careful, history will repeat itself 
Another Holocaust is not impossible. That's why 

we need to be extra vigilant in preventing this cype of 
. discrimination and hatred from happening again 

We're all followers of the same G-d, so we should all 
. each other סbe able to get along together and be good t 

. Hatred is not what G-d teaches 
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RZECZPOSPOLITA POLSKA
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This Polish birth certificate had to be re-created once Rabbi Cyrriak moved
to America, in order for him to be eligible to receive a social securiry number.
His previous birth certificate had been lost during the Holocaust.

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
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NewYork, NY 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF MEN 

January 20, 1947 

Re: Applicant Student 
Szmul Cywjak 
Paris, France 

Hon. American Consul 
Paris, France 

Honorable Sir, 

Leading Rabbinic scholars, heads of European Seminaries, who are present 
our סin our country, have recommended that Szmul Cywjak be admitted t 

. Seminary 

The Committee on admissions has unanimously approved the 
recommendation of these Rabbis and has voted a scholarship which will 
provide for the student, tuition, room and board. 

Our Seminary is the only one that has a college for liberal arts and sciences 
in connection with the theological training. Thus we are in a position to 
develop men theologically and secularly. 

the said סgrant a visa t סWe most respectfully petition you, Honorable Sir, t 
pursue סour country t סproceed t סstudent and make it possible for him t 

. the Rabbinate סcourses leading t 

Respectfully yours, 

(signature) 
Samuel L. Sar 
Oean ofMen 

Above is a recreation of an original letter from the Yeshiva Universiry of ( 
New York Ciry to the American Consul of Paris, France, requesting a visa 

Rabbi Cywiak, so that he could attend the Yeshiva Universiry סbe granted t 
on scholarship. Unfortunately, the original document was in poor condition 

). and not printable 
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קאראאקסקהלiדיידישעקבקרסהיהודיתהקהלה

UNION ISRAELITA DE CARACAS 
lOAD "UNOADA C:N IP2fli lייlCOMU 

11, EDIF. MORAL Y LUCES, SAN BERNARDINO .סAV. CODAZZI N 

C ... • ~11 : ' UNtSCA ' C ARACA.8 • VRNHZUKLA TELEFONO : 54 46 8-4 

Ca111'acas, 7 de Agosto de 1962 

•:·· 
•J C.ONSTANCIA 

 Por la presente cert1f1camos que el Rab1nס

ak Cyרd Samuel 

es el Jefe esp1r1tua.l de nuestra Comun1dad 

en €.aracas. v ' 

An official record by the director of culture stating: "I hereby cerrify that 
Rabbi Samuel Cywiak is the spiritual head of our communiry in Caracas." 
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s4 גOICllC«N• •·a ."." 

רג•שם 1'נ1פrנןןכ D רl"ך;ב

 w pן• 1'1 ,דונלpו•ןMונ'דרב
111 

RABBI B. NOTl!LEVITZ 
ן tlt ITllAU'8 8fי8 1ז&

• Y .81100 ,א«LYH 

-י•• 111 •
•• TM "nיtו" c-" C 

rוז.oוrt• IN "111י AM8Mll llt 
8Tlt..&T זt AM80 וו:

• N M,Y וMOHt. 

1 am the Rabbi and the head 
. of Brooklyn N .Y tזof rhe Cou 

With G-d help 
ion Vayetze. S7720 זrhc po וThursday of 

91 ~ 19 sponds to 10 December cוזCo [ 

he blessed and pruiscworthy with great pra.iscs the Rabbi וHere therc comes before me 
ch Cywiak, • light of hrael, Who has studied in the famous anנ Shmucl son of Ycchiel B 

with dטudi וd who has s חwitz.. ot 0מtוLomza and Bar תies] i ןחYeshivot [RabbinicaJ Acac:k 
Jewish lcgal חסdiligeocc Shas [Talmud] and Pos!Um [Rabbinic Authoritics 

d the םah the standards וund, in accordance wi תf נaQuest.ions).And he studied and w 
npn:sscd by his וof his generation and they who were i arו great schol dוe andards of וs 

intellectuaJ capabiliUes. And the praiied h.im and held him in high acclaim. And thus in 
the re•lm of the holy and his וso scrvc forcmo וproved him C•P"blc ו, so נamy presencc 

he holy makes him suitabie and prcpared to perform as a Rabbi and to וloving e"tecm of 
d Posk.im תa] d טוusc Rabbinic Authority tOr he has great k:nowledge of tbc Shas [Taln 

this he js hereby ordained as a נaוs]. And םies on Jewish Legal Questio זhori וRabbinic Au { 
-well ~ G-d, he i תifaith tשss in Torah and h.is stalw uזe Rabbj. And, besidc h.i s grea 

of good character. And, because he i" a member and o fol lowcr f,f תncred and a pe(M) תa1n 

, Talmid Chacham [a leamed man]: bc is worthy and capable 10 be a spiritual lead<r 
ncient .םur מh in the manner of teacי y. And, hc is able to וding at the head of a commun.i uuנ s 

 Rnbbis andז o be bcld as a member ofTaJmid Chacham (a leamcd man) and of the greaו
Rabbinical Academies], and it is assured and indisputable that he will not do [ זYeshivo 

o rulc וhing improper because of .. Yoreb Yorcb" which affinns that hc is cmpowcred yו. nn 
eaches וrah, he speaks and מness in T gזeat besides tbe .Aתd . al qut5tions of Halocho חס

d תaruction וs תbeautifully so lhat those wbo arc instructed can benefit from h.is i 
cnce טhc Torah. And. it is the desire of the. holy Master of his power to infl זknowledge of 

. thc gcneration of our youth, 10 instruct tbcm on the proper path 

righteous with thcי o וhored by onc who honors the Torah and tcaches it as a heacon וAu 
. the help of G-d 

/s/HaRav Chaim BcnZion Notalevjtz 

" l מlevitz, Rabbi Chaim Ben Zion No1alevitz , Rabbi and Noblc:man :ו. seal/Rabbi 8 . Not / 
Ncw York ם.Brookly 

~ 1c.ro1f'dftb ~ i>·+k ~ ~ ( ~~ ~~ b 11')דכ.sl rז~ · r ~& ! 
~ tib-k\Ev ~ rMi A1';,1 .ו ~ l tיtVl tי\.X\ C \(\<3 .ג' i tJ.כ -t- RCt ס+< -Rc.o. י\i c..er 

 ~ 4N ~ c...W to' ס}- ~ r ס':).,-""ד .kו> af\(.\ a ~~ NJ ~,ך;ן

2010 ,~ 2 A,p(\f ~ 
 ..וRנ.\נ.Hi'r ,l/ת I Shy11ס
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• •.• J 
·, 

 ••••• Olם lד 1 'ו"' •·•<•• .•·" ...
 .נז:פיייניJפשציןוכןידדם .

 ~==:;,:"'"'::..... . ·. ,· .ז .,:.יונ: p ; . " ••• .. ·~· ·~,· r ו~· ,,"ו"ייז ' בl!Iך
, _ " ... , .. ( .c::•Nl(OWJ'ra אA1•נו 

זו ~'ף( f p ~~~~ ~ AI. ~ {,ir 7 ;;;: כ,)·~, d r',u J ~ 1ו'י /,e --'1כ; ~ י !r1 , ת w" _J, ר,:נוו, f ,1.1P -1'e , 
xi -.41 ''נ;/ • t? ,,,;>/? ,!f; 'i[iii ~םfr/ג:, . f'l' נ;r'' ,v r ·~-; if . "'? ~ ;:;;ר _.f ~ h 6 .;;ו '· .e ~ Jr{J" ff 1 T"-" ~ ~ . 

1 1''?11 r>I ו,-נ;ג~ ~ r ,/)' ')כ o ~ frJ ;.( } ji' Ff ~ p? ;-ot r! ~ 
 . ij1_ bf; o ;-1.fJ (); , f';\DJ;JI De/ו ol?, -1 /!, ?' /f-- ,,,כ,. ;ק? J-.( f' '>f:J" /? f, C O '< ;} ,/,1/ן 1י lj, 1 0 " 1 -' 0נף;ו ,

 ,,,.~ A/111 1 ו,#(-< Mלי . ;,,,'),, ! I ,N"' ,V.f ,p; ~ f•/11-. ,כ C A i;>I {/J;__ 1 .,ן 1" ffl } ?;/ d ,/J;ן . '"°"ל f/--, )? /1ר;כ
,,;,,;" "" , ! f "f \A """ l,נ J ! i f' ~ ~ i?' p," 'li?) _,\ 

. CI .j}>".,11 _1;..;e ,,, h' _,,,,.AI ;.Jt ;,li ?? ה !!~~ י!\;?ץק.iftf /1' /ir•·I r""1 t>'?7 1;"'
1 

}fij }e ~ !1 ~ "1 
· ) t ר)..Jו f "ז:--//Jי/!{י"ן;. .י bf, ,e ?';ך . 

.. j '7}. -;ד יכ;:-ג( ו'o י;וגז[J ג~jJ'/ ~ - _~:.!./>'-\::~::~. f:.:s JI "' "";Y 7 , 1 Jj 5' (?};:'כ ,/\J Jf1 r ז-ג,.~-~;.:,~ !:-l ~ a:: ; Y? ? זי, fl\1:' '>1 J ?י"' 
V
1f> """·" . ., ~ , /~ ').·' ';:. •' »"/? 1,-,1-?'JJ תp .· ~·:·~-~. -~~, :-. 

RABBI B N 
ITZ ~~;;.ז~ AU ~88 :.ז '' 

 OOll;l-TM, H ,,ז

Zl_f . 
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e Rqpon of Jerusalero וlRabbinlc Co•rt for l lוc T 

5723 d cslablishcd. ZI Kisln םJerusale• May it bc rebuill o rc81 .,.וו..scd ls the 
) 1962 , 18 Corrcsponds to December 18.11.61 (ן ( 

File 137/5723 

M1y he ו 1ןbbi Samuel Cywlak Shali נוR~ bb נוRHls bonor, our Teacher, our ~ bb נוRorable םThe Ho 
ו tve daysו bat are pleasant 1nd lon1.ן

Rabbl 
n Caracas ו

 Peace and Blessinpן untoי· ouן! ...

111ber 10, 19611 we Deיee fCorre:spoiub to נבדHis letter from the seeond day of Parshat Vayishlaeb s 
 have properly recelved. And it is for uו o-י• lu: kllown throup tbhוeן 1tter) that althoaP ltנ

hls delivery ofthe Get מ&Rabbinic) court in bls plaee, tbereare fattors lmpcdi ןo lhe וknown 
alf of belו he 18th of Cheshvan 5723 on וo btm on וbat we senl ןוetrectlng a Jewish Divon:e וDocumen ן

. your city מcbt) who dwells i lznו in (M מוaof Beaj letי Esther tbe d1ugb מtbe woma 

ttClld at וt to oווbbinicl coart, here we dlrel't his boaor (ווRlce ofthe hoaorable seחr the ווl, However 
nab םg a woroan from Ag םls eyes the lssue of savt וloaly place before dווfaetors a gווpedJ Bוall to tbe i 

10 bb:b and obstaeles, tt betng forbldden &lמ bl וםםre•ove aU st dווl a dםabandonment by •er basba ן

ll force ווfwith tbe ןr lוc( lסiיזa llelו to deDYer dte Get d dווplace stria&eada oa the wife of a -a, a 
illar with the וaaad are fa re1i18<ייז llוeir r lוoao two otloen wlto ilוdםde וס1סlority aBd a וםltour a 

ws of Moses 11ad aוhe וaceordaace wlth ווie ullds וldte dell\'ery lato l וtp arra וסdווts a aוsaend 
tative. מreprese lוc ds of t מof thil by the ba liotו eonflrma uוel and to smd וnls 

te. עdellberate h עa ווland requtre lt wt rapoוue And here we awalt his 

rt. aוhe s וls bonor the Rabbl wlth lbanb rrom ~ Thls to 

• Recion of Jerusalem 11וe e The Rabblnic Coart for וlaeeordaac:e witla the wiU o( l םl 

, iefSecretary וlThe C 

qtbleJ ווןs/ / 
• of Jerasale מe Rabbtalc Court for the Rqlo Tlו /sal/ 

, public, lhis day noוary Beoo me. thc: undmiped o/וns, counry ofSL J 11וe ln lh• Slale ofFlorida, in 
: being duly swom ac<Ording to iaw, deposes lhe following lוo w סrpersona!ly, oppeared Rabbi Merrilt Shapi 

r, thoroughJy famitiar wilh Enolish and oוta זrans ll Shapiro cenity that 1 am a biJingual enיi Rabbi M ו,

lhe 3rd הארישהזמכירחםment signed by ckא:u slaled lhc attached תarוhave וhat וanguages and וHebrew 
m Hebn:W to English יסifbestofmy lmowledgc eוlזofthe Hebrew month ofKislev in lhe year 5732 to ן.• d 

presented וc 1ransla1ion of lhe a pholostalic copy of the documen tזu ""i:'; thc Eng/ish text is an accurate and 
. my DO\Yledgc and belief זtohllie best o 

 j(f)-...."ן ,....,-
"~ i , ,.~ 

 ) n: or Affian Si(ז

21. t-L• dayof &r-1 j nbed and swom 10 before me lhis sי: Sub 
. 20{,0. 

Notar} Public 
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 , 1265 ,.ד nרךןשלםהאזןךר ' Jהרבהריךב•ח

 .ג•כ• nכםלר •"כ"ר n•רר•לם nב•

( 18.1~. 62) 

n/237 p•n ז;כ"ג

כגרר

n כםורבn זיבי•סםר"<ר•רp •לים~a 

רכ

םא paא1יp 1כ

וכרכ;ן!•לרם

 • 1נכרל"נ.<נו pח"כ•ב n <••ר ' 11ב' aס•רמכחכן

רסר p•בטחד•ן nלכ•נורוי•מנםכ• nבזרר••ר n <ננר w•ן

<ור·נ nל 1111נם nוtחוכ<וכסררכ•דוכב•ם Jם 11גרדם'םנט 1 •

naaי'lו n•נ.וד•כ"ג nון 11ח n ••כ•רם . n כרn •כנ•ב•ן(םזרחt 
 .••וכמבח wםן

a כ•כברדב•זיורחבלn ר•הןן.גןםo זוורo >כבוררוי

בר~,גיו 7 ·נר; n ••<יייעכנ• oה O'o<גרר ל<~יסנה •<•

n >נn ••ןחנחם•גו חo 11 .</נן.ר•<;סרח,n>p11 דחסוסררc;, :> ו•פוחt• e , 

 •<•ם•חנו,םל~הר•רחבגח.גןjח ם•••ל•ר 11ג• n•חו<םםור
 Aםס•ר nויסורר, oo .,,,.,דתד~ר lם nש•נ•ם•ורג•ם ור•••

 .~•ל•חי-ימחוםכך«ל••רר<נר n<ו wו<כרסו•~. R ~ nw ד•<

ל aר pכח nכ•.ו rhnבחן•ר n <םכי nטנררהנ

דגככונרננר nו

 ,••רס nובrוור

רlP!זח'י:::ך?ז·.זa:ו~·~ ~ו;

a ג '••יחםזכ•ר
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 : f ' .1 3'1 1 ( ~;ו 1 · 11נ 1או ~ iז :וזז: · s 1· 1דמ ...

11 . ]1,/J:';. i ~ J! , ג!' }' 1-; jij; 'J ~ ' ~ 1,\ · ~ • ~ 1 '•1 ;' 
\ 1 : 1 ! !! : 11 ~. \ ' 1 J ! 

1 •• i: 

a ~2ם ·• T.M 'יD ~:? .. ~ 
., 

cd וly rcspec וize the brillia11t and higl זנh this {certificate] rccog וwi וHere 
c so11 of Yechiel Baruch Cywiak, Shalita [May h1.: li vc רdRabbi Shmuel 

arc pleasant and long] who has appeared herc as a ·rorah וdays tha 
ds uf ווha eוScholar. G-d fearing a11d already ordai11ed for teaching at tl 

10 thc scholM Rabbi Chaim ben Tzion Notclevitz. Shalita and it is right 
hat וt co1nmunity of Carucas חdepcnd upon him. ·rhis did wel l thc importa 
hcr ווVenczuela who received as a Rabbi and lcader upo זry is in the coun 

or and ennoble hi1n as ווo ho וemselves. And it is upon them וand upon tl 
. an expcrt Rabbi, lumincscent and proud 

( V, ..... " ... " LCYlfl (oן 

."······~ ....• "." 
LOU1 8 " . ""ICD•"o. 1111 ." ......... " .. "." 

"&880"08C••ll'N8TC ... 

. " •• , "o••"''" " .. ,""""." 
"" .... "" .... "..,,"c 

 ~~~~ז·:-נינ:י:.ג~".
• rQO " .• " 

" .. ".".". 
 . ... "" .............. ".", , ..... "" n .... "•••ם'י'•י•

1 rיl\.OWt OOייC 1•••n -יי••יt 

"."" .... 
thc day 5 lyaf 5723 {corresponds to April חסthis חסature חgsct my si ו

29, 1963] i11 Ncw York ct יחc...,... cH••" e י•• A • 
 ""-."" ... " •••• " •••ז.

­,"".""""" cw .,",.".".", ... ".,,..,," 
o.cct. "., .,.""" ••••• .. " .. "··~···--·· ·····~ חed /s/ Moshe Feinst\:i ווSig 

OIAECTOA::O זAO O י'י'-

, or זsla ווn a bilingual lra וRabbi Merrill Shapiro ccrtify that 1 a .ו

 tlוroughly familiar witl oו English and l·lebrcw languagcצ aוו d tlו ut 1 lו avוב
w ובN וc Fcinstcin i1 וt signcd by Mosl וeוslatcd the attacl1ed docu111 עrtו

th of lya r in the year 5723 to the תYork. on thc 5u. day of the "lebrcw mo 
 best of my kוו owledgc from l·lcbrcw to Englislו aוו dז hc Engli1:thובו xו i:iווה

cnt וhc docun וic copy of וslation of the a photosta וrue 1ra1 וd וc at וcura 
. y k11owlcdgc nnd bclicf וווted 10 thc st of ווpr 

 ".""",.."• cא•nו:•ייי•
-'~ • o ~ oo•יי

Ct  ""• oייי 8
"' O •\'fזlo."1 י. O: "'""'יי• •••"י

 "' :11 'י''"" • :11יי o "••'י'
:~·'".. .... ":. .............. . 

 ·-:" :c :....~::.ר:ב
!::;:~~:.:=~ 

::~;·:~."" 
'f C8-י " CHAHUll:r..""A 
" COCO "י'"'"י' A ••A 

 .l• loי1••י•-'"-''"

 "..-:".· .~~.ר o" .ר~
."-""," ..... 1 ...... 

 ••• """. •ז"" •••• "" ......... " ... " ... ","", ... "."-••ז cיי•
 .... =~~ :בב:::::

 " ••• "" .... ""יי: ,;.a י;::~~=

ty of St. Johns, beforc me, the תc St.ate of Florida, in the cou וln tl 
public, this day, personally, appc.arcd Rabbi Mcrrill yזundersigned nota 

: Shapiro who being duly sworn according to law, dcposes thc following 

Ot:PAATMENTS 

-y ot טd ~ is 2b וd :sworn to before 1nc tl וa1 Su scri b 
. 20.lQ_ . (' 

"'1•1'•'rU1"1 • ז::ו" D8T· D• ... ov 
 זf '"t' ןlt\'יי UDICI •••C••Clא

 .... 881 1י18A\. VOt.t.IO 1ן:

•\. OO 'יHt8W \.r. 
IC•Cw ANO CN8 \.l • H lי' 

 "~~:~:ן ."ג:יי.::~~".
 ":~:י;ב"::.:'".::~::.:י"'-

 C•N ט::ו~•·•י::ו"

S ~ F'AClt..ITJC 

ary Public וNo .......... ".". o 
0 1c" ... a" •• •O.ON ו::" 

• C •• ייa •ו"ז:: c" ... cou ••~• 
"••• ll:" t.  • UO ~ ttW ANO •י' 11

lo.l ::ו• ..:tHt ::ו .1oו a """י •..,•cr 
 • CtCHCC 1o.•c ם••סז 8י

a ם"a י••• 
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 ''" 1ות:יאו;י: א'" " .... ~ ,' 'סיי '", •• \י

•' ~ " 1 ,·, ' 1 " -1 \ 1 ' 1 ' 1\'1' 11 \ '1' l J ;~:ו\ ו ., 1 \ ' 11 111 I ' ' . 
\1 • ' 

1 
' ' 11:1111:1 \ 1 ' 111 

WOllTH 4·:&•:i~ 
WQltTH <6•28~~ 

IOI :דיי:.וו:~DICI l' 'י'I lt.U81 

(~: Y ~ ll( ~ "':.:. ~~ A ~~:" 
A,N DiיO( l ., .'י'I 1.0Ull 

OCNf וNO•A•YO•ll ןlN 

: uM וO (וtוPlll 

1Q 11ייו"י1י M [י.ICl 

p 1 (_ (. ..::::;;.:~:~:~~:~~" 0 )!} ' :f> ~ l'h' '' #//' f, '' ' ->lf ->OJ' 1"" ,, , ·J ''? '$:::..-:_ 
11,1 , jf fl 11r ,,, 'ג '"~ 11 •!;;;חro " • .,..,, 11, h r ~ 

11 
 ·יי;:;;~;~ :§~~~= \

 =:; • .:u ~ 1 ~ ;ff •א J ~ 11//l ~ t ,,c r •li ,1.r ", ;t·R 11יי 1 • 1 "':
J ~ l5fi11/-!UJ'J' ,, 1 , /rjl1f1'> f ~ r' 1, ~ 11/ifw11, •f 11 ~:?..'";?:;,, 

V!i 1illl "" J,,;1! 1 k,v/ !'?'f(I ~ "'" j /rf 1 ~ /iN" :;;~:: ··~· 
i / ;; ~ ···-••« 1 . -JI 10 ?"(r r ;t ~ f/1 ' ;יז:.::=~.:::::·--· 

'Jf' .:..J ' 1 'י ~ :;:;·::~". , .... 

/r ==::=· ·rf-J ~ 1 t ~/ן 1 . . :-;:..:.:::...; 

UICN Eיlיl JOI 
N 11י1נ. M.u1ו1 ו 

 L0טl l :8'י 11U<I = ~ב::!נ~~

יי-:םר. .:;~:י:;:

 .~-י;י:;:~~~
=:~~:::~:: AN Jיl IUll 

=:~.~--..... , ...... 
DEPARfMENTS 

Tt: ~~:.י :l ~ T= ~~ A: יי:~.ב-.:י: 
ltA•llMICAl.0.:Dl.1.CIJC 

-:;~~ M :~: וrwיt MCl 

• L ~ :Mc:::: ~ : ~ M:: 
-l. ~:~;נ ci"c ב":~~ NCl 

 :llייiו DClllJ'י oltTCן

/lJ 

ACILITIES " 

llCI Tס• M יוOC 

8 HAl.1. i01ייNl 

י> C ::::~~ם~~:~;:,:~ :~~:
~:::::~ ~~::~ c :חו 111.1 •: ::ו

=~~::;::~. ~:: t ~~ Cl.Alltt 

lJUt ובl'fNAIJ 
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ל 11יסוםרינת
בת~rוינב-•וסוtתדור•הרבב•הףן'נח

f!נךל8םדחםזזa.a ר.""· t iזגa
•כ•ר n •-ג oכי• , nב•

 ) e.50.1י'
 ,jנו.נjי'~/ .-Kס

n יp 7864ס . o /~•ר'כ 

<כבור
 , aי o 'ל• P •'ב,ז <•ום~םו"•רחנ•לח•ג nחר

'''' RI י<'*''"נ'גב· 

 1וכ .,~ •

n גל•,גסנרוןג... ," • 

ז• lנ <•בחגר•· nn <כיניתםחסכיםר p •~גר•סתוב p•עaר fחנגי
•תר-הו•ב" na•nם eנ•ר•נר, eהידייי•ותל•י . CMpכק•ו•זו eוה•כ•ו
נ. p •"נח

רחייית DWנם D8 Oa pגל• 1חגכ '« Dלכו;סכב' D'Wpסבחר•נר
 ••• P •ר• pנ•ר<יכרמ eonס••חייי• •''יי~י oנר•סלח•יןם aרכנ•להם
'"'v •ל••ם<נו 7רר' nלכןר oכ tt ·-' י-י" 

רבבכנודננייי o ~ nד pנחר nוב wלחכחכוחנו

/ '!um;) ..נhבVb. • 
~-;,~ P. ן('; 

\ 
\, 

\ 

\ 
[ 

i •"4.גr • Th 
r•llr. ~ Plua L 

 Zdifioio ע." pan rנ. 103
180 1 Caraou aוו<\rו>• Su B 

". ius ~ as a "ge ~ hi ~סauthoriry to perform }ewish divorces, and it also referes 
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קבץרסהיהודיתהקהלה

D E ·c A R A C A S 
קאראקאםקלההיידישע

UNION ISRAELITA 
aa ו•CDfltUNIDAD ,UNDADA IN 

11, EDIF. MORAL Y LUCES, SAN BERNARDINO ס.AV. CODAZZI N 

-UNISCA " :81וז. ... C CA. RA. CA8 • VKNKZUKLA TElEFONO : 54468-t 

2 ~ 19 acas, 7 de Agosto de יaוCa 

-- ---~ 

t CONSTANCIA 

• }· 
Por la presente cert1f1camos que el Rab1no 

.· 
" 

ak Cyו;i Bamuel 

es el Jefe esp1r1tual de nuestra Comunidad 

an E:aracas, oJ' 
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ר.ןזwש :iב~ hחידnרחחpחכ
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honorary party for Rabbi Cywiak and his wife for rheir silver anniversary. 
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.. ~~\. 
: ' .ing that Above) . · ( 

gated themselves וak obl וarnuel Lyw ב:abb1 .אThe Rabb1 l:'ynchas tlrener l:x. " 
share between them 50/50 of all profits until the month ''Av" May for the סt 

following: weddings, Brits, conversions, divorces, blessings, deaths, place of 
headstones, and 'Pidyon Ha'Ben,' (ceremony for redemption of the first 
born son.)" (Below) Rabbi Cywiak (right,center) receiving the second grade 

. honor from ex-President Luis Herrera Carnpins 

 ~ .· " . /יר
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document above is from the Rabbinate stating that Rabbi Cywiak is certified 
train butchers how to properly clean this סin this process and authorized t 

. type of meat 
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e \l1iN!Z1Ja.A מIU!PUllJC.A 
lOUS tואזופMINISTl!RIO D! Ul.ACION!S 

1 
ORDEN FkANCISCO DE MIRANDA 

No, ____ _ 

• 1976 ullo cie ןCarocoo, 23 cie 

 "167ע '1111

Oudodano 
S...-1 Cywlalr. Lcako 
Cludod.-

• Pr.11 udoclcוno Me complace comunlccr o usted, que el cl 

• fonnoll<locle• l1SalH y ו"cienhl do lo llepUbllco, prevlo el cvmpllmlento cie 

ha hlnlda o blen conferlrle lo CondocoroclOn ,וpochoDוו luclan de eshl Reוo por 

.-f ranclsco cie Mlronda", 1111 IU Ter-a Q " חcie fa Orde 

,... que antec:edo, me es gralo חOAJ hocerl• la pcrtidpocl 

la reforldo e<נda to Of/clo/ clondo -ce publl Gcוc. ar cie la emן>l mltlrl• un • j 

•. onhl ~ tlvo do lo IAy, y el Dlplomo -יten ltetoluclan, el folleto 

Dloo y Fecieroc/On, 

Mln/1 

A.JGl/1jt. 
Anexo: lo lndlcaclo. 
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Above) The ex-President of the Republic of Venezuela, Carlos Andres ( 
decorate Rabbi Cywiak with the Francisco de Miranda order, as סPerez, t 

the communiry. (Below) A photo סhis efficacious activities t סrecognition t 
. of Rabbi Cywiak wearing the Francisco de Miranda order 
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* CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL 
161 CORDOVASTREET 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FL. 32084 

Rabbi saniue1 Cywiak, 

DearRabbi, 

It gjves me great pleasure to infonn you that at the Congregation meeting or 
ously votcd to a Lifetime contract as Rabbi wוanim September 12, 2000, you were 

good health םiםieffect as long as you rema םiof the. Coogregation. This contract is 

and able to perfonn your duties. 

y · Mozel tov. 

______ 
slf 
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{ egation Sons of Israe oחgr :first C 
352 'P.O. 'Box 

32085 :JL .ושSt . .J\ugusti 

September 28. 2009 

To whom lt may concem: 

of Rlbbi Samuel Cywlak. He betוalf 1 am pleUed to write thit letter on 
teadef for Fnt Congregation Sont of 1811181 for epiוitu8I tחe l8f'V8d u חaa 

to the dedic8tlorו lince 1992. Fwther, becaule d hil yeת seventeen 
• he Wll preMflted with .anוetו Son8 d ~ d Flrst member8tוip 

Maוtln preslderוt ccngregltiOn fonחet the 1ynagogue by mזסrlifetime contract 
. Broudy 

ar80 ו ye ttוan Rabbi Cywiak hu been a practk:ing rlbbi for more 
is a tוe .fוtcנreoller .genenוtionl 81ד)' to countlell Jewl for m spiזituality pnMdkןg 

Holoc:ault. tחe 8UIVlvor of dl8זCt he is a ,fulttwנf a Mohel. StiH &חd aםn H 

tוy is so eminen wtוo 1 rabbl t8/\8ו to cואunate( regetion 18 indeed corוg 0uז 
. etion congזeg tחe to lead וed qu1lif 

Sincerely, 

~A~ 
t.esStem, 
Preaident 
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month yוs Jewish Histo iו.e County recogn 

12 JM. nםemetion ~ The St. Johna County Commission l8SUl8d a 
or Sol'I$ of Cywialז Samuel ווbbi R 10111וזtו .וo«y Hi& Jowisח zing ecכצgni r 

; lhe oldest congregatlon ln St. Johns County ,atkגn sraet Congreg ו
 uds Rabbi Eliezer Ben-Yוe$ of 8eth El-The elו/e Beacנf5ynagoglוו

wtre anר RabbiMatkGoldmanofTempleBtt Y arוi;Beac;/ר Ponte Vedra 
וaו pr8"fltזear oוl tוזוssio Com זe Karen Slem read neוallon ttחroclllנך

 and """8f1tוז toזתree eחן bisכrat.זחation proc:l eרתe recogniUt aו11
~ arid ~ to the ~ewlוh J ttזe contributions of 

•atloו celebl tחe With חojuncti oo1 חiו County andwaa issued Joחns of $t. 
A11'18!1ca. Noוttח וiMtttement Jew1sl350 וth year of eוtוof 

. ne Record וזugus /\ ז.כ.esy or ine זea mrougn me cour זn וc1e pr וזAbove) /\r ( 
Below) Rabbi Cywiak was presented this Cerrificate of Appreciation from ( 

Flagler College of St. Augustine for the many years of service he's provided 
by giving Holocaust lectures to the Flagler students at the Sons of Israel 

. Synagogue 
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T H ll W H ITI! H OIJSlt 

W A &HIHO T ON . OC 1.0800 

(Above and Below) A birthday card from former U.S. President George W 
Bush on Rabbi Cywiak's 85th birthday. 
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ids. זi(i; and _j1e גijוח_ 
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Glossary 

Aliyah - Moving to the State of Israel. 

ascama - An agreement of a scholar or rabbinical 
ordination. 

av beth din - Literally means "Father of the Court." A 
highly respected rabbi and most senior jurist. 

balkora - One who can read Torah scrolls. 

Byezcyenyets - Russian for refugee. 

cantor - A }ewish official who leads the musical portion 
of a service. 

help engage in סchavrusa -A study-partner at a yeshiva t 
. intense Talmudic studies 

cholent - A stew with meat, potatoes, and vegetables 
. eaten for lunch during Sabbath 

jude - The German word for ]ew. The plural form is 
. uden } 

. Kaddish - Prayers for the dead 

. kapusta-A Polish soup with either cabbage or sauerkraut 

. khazn - A }ewish cantor 



GLOSSARY 

Kol Nidrei -A popular song sung at the eve of every Yom 
. Kippur that means ''All My Vows" in English 

", Kristallnacht - Literally translated to "Crystal Night 
this was the first organized attack by the Nazis on the 
Jewish people living in Germany and Austria and occurred 

. 1938 November 9th and lOth of 

Lost Ten Tribes - Ten of the original rwelve Hebrew 
. tribes who created the northern Kingdom of Israel 

Midrash - In-depth commentaries and interpretations 
. on the Hebrew Scriptures 

minyan -A group of ten Jewish adults required for some 
. of our religious duties 

, the Hasidic beliefs סmisnaged - Individuals opposed t 
a movement; also called the Lithuanian system, founded 
in the l 8th century by the Vilna Gaon. The plural form 

. is misnagdim 

. Neshamah - Hebrew for soul 

. NKVD - The Soviet secret police 

. Oy vey-A }ewish expression of woe or exasperation 

. papa - Polish for food 

Pidyon Ha'Ben - Ceremony for redemption of the first 
. born son 

Chief Rabbanut - The State of Israel's most supreme 
. religious governing body 

. rabbinate - A governing body of rabbis 

. Racha - An evil person 

Rashi - A French sage and genius, who is most famous 
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interpreter of the Talmud. 

rebbe - A Hasidic leader. 

rosh yeshiva - The dean of a rabbinical seminary. 

Sabbath - Or Shabbat is the seventh day of the week, 
Saturday, and is the Jewish day of rest and worship. 

Sandik - The honorary person holding a child while a 
circumcision is being performed. 

Sanhedrin - A volume from the Talmud. 

semicha - An ordination of a rabbi. There are increasing 
progression in academic סlevels of ordination, similar t 

. degrees 

. Shaliach - Representatives of Israel 

shalom - Traditional Jewish expression of greeting or 
. farewell 

shtetl - A small ] ewish village 

Super Patriots - A group of anti-Semitic Poles who 
lashed out with violence and murder against ]ews who 

. survived the Holocaust 

Talmud - The collection of ancient rabbinic writings 
consisting of the Mishnah (base of the Talmud containing 
six subjects on Jewish law) and the Gemara (the many 
interpretations of the Mishnah) that constitute the basis 

. of religious authoriry in ]udaism 

tefillin - A pair of black boxes with leather straps that 
. contain scrolls of parchment inscribed with Bible verses 

The straps of the tefillin are wrapped around the arms and 
. head during morning prayers of observant ]ews 
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Torah - The first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Tzadik-A righteous person. The plural form isTzadikim. 

yeshiva - A rabbinical seminary. 
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Other Titles from Dreamer Publications 

She by Bridget Callaghan 

We've all been there--the delicate age of growing 
up and trying to figure out who we are and where 
we belong. We want our independence, but so 
desperately crave love and comfort from our 
parents. Pulled from her experiences as a young 
girl, Bridget Callaghan captures the essence of 
immaturity in all of its beauty and pain. 
ISBN: 978-1937100100 

t,·SHE 

k 
1. !!JW''",a" 

The Method Writers by the Rogues Gallery Writers 

When four eager writers adopt the "method .::י"-= 

·"'1·•r• acting" approach to add realism to their individual ~ w.,,:; ז
" "' [ 

- • · writing projects, their mundane lives transform into !e . 

the absurd. Each writer begins an adventure that 
previously could've only been created with their 
keyboards. This group novel was dreamed up and 

. written by the Rogues Gallery Writers 
978-1937100131 : ISBN 

Fell on Black Days by ]eff Swesky 

Within each story in this collection, jeff Swesky 
captures the internal and external struggles of his 
characters in a style that's both intense and 
refreshing to leave a lasting impression on the 
reader's mind. In an unfair, unforgiving, and often 
uncaring world, his characters must face their fears 
and demons to balance the fme line between 
redemption and destruction. 
ISBN:978-1937100070 
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