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FROM THE EDITOR 

We have the honor to place in your hands volume 2 in the series 
'Library of Our Roots', published by the jewish Information and Tourist 
Bureau. We trust that the first book in th e series, entitled "A Guide to 
jewish Warsaw" , has to a considerabie extent satisfied your expectations. 

This time it is "A Guide to jewish Cracow". We hope that it will help 
you to take full advantage of your stay in this beautiful , old city. 

Cracow is a city that had for many centuries been inhabited by jews. 
In the past there were thousands of them - today several hundred. Once 
many synagogues were open, today only two, and of these two one is 
not always open. 

One could mention many more differences. But... 
Today's Cracow is a city with a very large number of historic 

monuments, connected with the history of Polish jews. For a jewish 
tourist, even for one who cherishes no special sentiments in regard to 
this city - it is nevertheless probably the most interesting city in Poland. 

HOW TO USE THE GUIDE 

1. We begin with a short outline of the history of Poland and the history 
of Polish jews, presenting the most essential data related to Cracow and 
describe the history of jews in this city (JEWS IN CRACOW). 
2. The next part is a description of walks across Cracow, amidst historic 
monuments, connected with the history of jews who lived in this City. To 
this are added descriptions with detailed maps, facilitating sightseeing in 
Cracow (TRACES OF JEWISH PRESE CE). 
3. Additional, but most essent ial information - are brief biographies of 
the most famous Cracow jews - to be found in the chapter, entitled "IF 
YOU ARE UNABLE TO TURN TO US FOR ASSISTANCE" 

We hope that the guide as well as other services rendered by our 
Information and Tourist Bureau will satisfy your expectations. 
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SHORT CHRONOLOGY OF POLISH HISTORY 

966 - Symbolic date of the origins of the Polish State; 

1025 - coronation of the first Polish king Boleslaw Chrobry 
(Brave); 

1138 division of Poland into provinces; 

1333 - unity regained under King W1adyslaw Lokietek; 

1358 - Union of Poland and Lithuania; 
1410 - the battle of Grunwald; great triumph of the Polish sword 

over Teutonic Knights (Polish-German conflict already has 
a long history) ; 

1447-1492 - the reign of Kazimierz Jagiellorkzyk; period of immense 
territorial acqusitions; 

1548 - beginning of Zygmunt August's reign; time of religious 
tolerance; 

1573 - coronation o f the first Polish king chosen at elections, 
(selected by dominant gentry) ; 

1683 - King John III Sobieski defeats the Turks at Vienna; 

1772 - first partition of Poland by Prussia, Austria and Russia; 

1791 - the Third of May Constitution; second constitutional act in 
the world (after USA); 

1793 - second partition of Poland; 

1794 - Kosciuszko's Insurrection; a powerful national effort 
against foreign partitioning powers; 

1795 - third partition of Poland; 

1797 - Polish Legions formed in Italy; a song sung by legionaries 
became Polish national anthem in 1926; 

1807 - part of the Prussian partition becomes the Warsaw Duchy 
(as the result of Napoleonic wars) ; 

1815 - part of the Russian partition becomes the Polish Kingdom; 

1830 - The November Insurrection as the next sudden effort 
against partitioning powers (one of its aftereffects were 
limitations placed on the Polish Kingdom); 

1863 - the January Insurrection; 

1914 - outbreak of the First World War (many Jews took part in 
the legions' fights); 

1918 - end of the war; Polanel regains independence; 
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1919-20 - Polish-Russian war 

1926 - the so-called May Coup d'Etat; beginning of authoritarian 
rule by Pilsudski; 

1929-33 - huge economic crisis; 

1939 - outbreak of the Second World War; first death camps in 
Poland; 

1944 - july - Polski Komitet Wyzwolenia Narodowego (PKWN -
Polish Committee of National Liberation) comes into 
existence - first government in the liberated terri tory (in 
practical terms imposed by the Soviet Union) ; August -
Warsaw Uprising; 

1945 - January 17 - liberation of Warsaw; May 8 - Third Reich 
capitu lates; 

SHORT CHRONOLOGY OF THE HISTORY 
OF JEWS IN POLAND 

860 - first mentions of Polish lands in Spanish jews' diaries; 

10th 
century 

1096 

1264 

1334 

1388 

1551 

1576 

1581 

- first settlements in Silesia and Wielkopolska (Great 
Poland); 

- first large immigration wave into Poland after pogroms in 
Western Europe; 

- privi leges of Boles law Poboiny (Calisian prince) - granted 
to Jews in Wielkopolska (Calisian Statute); 

- King Kazimierz Wielki (Casimir the Great) extends the 
Calisian Statute to all jews in Poland; 

- privileges granted to Lithuanian jews; 

- leaders of Jewish communities gain Wide-ranging judicial 
and administrative rights; 

- King Stefan Batory's decree against accusations of ritual 
murders; 

- period of Jewish autonomy; The Jewish Parliament (Sejm) 
of Four Lands came into existence (until 1764); 

1648-1649 - Jewish pogroms by Chmielnicki's Cossaks; 

1760 - death of Baal Shem Tov, development of Hasidic 
movement; -
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1794 - Berek Joselewicz leads a jewish regiment during 
Kosciuszko Insurrection ; 

1807 - the Duchy o f Warsaw constitution granted jews ( at least in 
theory) equality of citizens rights; 

1897 - first jewish workers party, BUND, is fo unded ; 

1912 - AGUDA'i ISRAEL, religious party, comes into existence; 

1921 - the March Constituti on gives j ews the same legal rights as 
other ci ti zens and guarantees them religious tolerance; 

1940 - first ghettos are designated; 

1941 - exterminatio n camp is built in Chelmno on the Ner River; 

1942 - extermination camps appear in Sobibor, Belzec, Trehlinka, 
Auschwitz, Birkenau; uprisi ng in Bia lystok ghetto (August 
16); 

1943 - Warsaw Ghetto Uprising; 

1945 - Central Committee o f Jews in Po land formed ; 

1946 - pogrom in Kielce; 

1947 - j ewish Historical Institute is founded; 

1948 - jewis ReligiOUS Union comes into ex istence; 

1950 - Socio·Cu ltural Society of j ews in Poland is formed. 
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JEWS 
IN CRACOW 



l. 

jews arrived in Cracow most probably in the second half of the 13th 
century, but the first reference in documents about a jewish street 
appeared in 1304 (today's St. Anne's Street). At that street were in addition 
to dwelling-houses also institutions serving the entire commun ity: 
synagogue, a bath-house, hospital and house for weddings. Behind the 
city wall, which surrounded medieval Cracow, along the line of today's 
Planty (park area), was the jewish cemetery. 

The number of jews inhabiting Cracow in the second half of the 14th 
century amounted to several hundred persons, but increased quite 
markedly, i.a. as a result of the continuing immigration. Not counting 
handicraft and all kinds of indispensable occupations for the functioning 
of the community and its institutions, the main occupation of Cracow 
Jews in the 14th century were credit operations, dealings in real estate 
and collection of taxes for the King and gentry. The most outstanding 
financier among Cracow Jews was at that time Lewko. His skill found 
recognition on the part of King Casimir the Great, who entrusted him with 
the administration of the royal mint and permitted him to hold on lease 
the famous salt mines in Wieliczka and Bochnia, the most profitable 
enterprise of the royal treasury. 

The growing economic aaivity of the jews in the 15th century met 
counteraction on the part of the clergy and the middle class, jealously 
protecting their interests. The opposition of the rich Cracow 
townspeople, directed against the growing competition of jewish 
merchants brought in its wake a situation in which Jews were in 1485 
forced to resign from trading in the city with any type of imported goods 
or commodity taken over from Christian merchants. The agreement 
contain ing this decision, permittedJews to do business in this city only as 
regards pawned objects not bought back in time, and they cou ld develop 
such activity exclUSively in their own homes and that only on Tuesdays 

. and Fridays and on market days. 
During the course of that century anti-jewish events took place time 

and again. There were various pretexts: accusations of ritual murder 
(1407), grudges on the part of debtors ( 1423) and above all 
conflagrations. 

In 1554 Jews were held responsib le for having caused conflagrations, 
which had supposedly started from a fire in the ir store-houses, that were 
in a building belonging to councilor Tomasz. After violent incidents some 
Jews left the city, looking for a safer abode. 

Due to the deteriorating situation of Jews in Cracow it was not at all 
surprising that a Jewish center developed in Kazimierz situated in the 
close neighborhood of Cracow. King Casimir the Great granted it a town 
charter. 

In 1485 there was already a Jewish bath-house in Kazimierz and in 
1488 - aJewish market. At that time the first large Kazimierz Synagogue 
was built, existing to this day, called the Old Synagogue (the oldest 
preserved synagogue in Poland). 

In 1494, follOWing a very dangerous fire in Cracow further anti-Jewish 
disturbances took place, and all the Jews living in Cracow, not counting 
several persons to whom individual privileges had been granted, were 
driven out of the city and moved to Kazimierz. 

The transfer ofJe~s to Kazimierz took place at the threshold of the 16th 
century - a century marked by considerable increase in th e role played by 
Cracow as a powerful center of handicrafts, local and international trade, 
and also as a center of intellectual and cu ltural life, quickly reacting to the 
ideas of humanism and reformation, adopting Renaissance art at a rapid 
rate. 
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Crac()w jews als() took advantage of the development of Cracow and 
the entire country (in many cases they were called Cracow jews in 
documents and that is how they defined themselves, which can be seen to 
this day on inscriptions on tombstones in the o ld cemetery at Remuh 
Synagogue). Despite lega l limitations they participated in trade and 
handicraft production. In the second half of the 16th century they 
monopolized trade between Cracow and Prague, which was partly 
facilitated by good relations with jews living in Prague and also by many 
family ties (many jews driven o ut o f Prague lived in Cracow). In the first 
half of the 17th century Jewish merchants were already very much 
reckoned with in the economic life of Cracow. To the richest and most 
acti ve among them belonged: Pinkas Horowic, Izaakjakubowicz and his 
son Mojzesz, Wolf Popper, Salomon Wlochowicz and Lewek Markowicz. 
It was not different as far as craft is concerned. At the beginning of the 
17th century jewish craftsmen began to organize themselves, sett ing up 
gui lds. They represented a variety of specialties and were very active. 
Therefore one can find many complaints about jewish competition in the 
guild statues of Cracow and Kazimierz. Tailors, furriers, capmakers, 
haberdashers, cobb lers, ix)ok·binders and goldsmiths complained, not 
even mentioning butchers, who even embarked Oil open fight with 
Jewish butchers. 

The epoch of humanism and Renaissance in Poland was also a fertile 
ground for the dynamic development of the culture of Polish jews. This 
period was characterized by increased social mobility, intensified 
contacts with countries of western and southern Europe; new ideas 
brought by immigrants found their way to the jewish town of Kazimierz. 
The first printed books appeared, brought along by newcomers and 
afterwards imported in large quantities from abroad, i.e. from the first 
Hebrew printing house in Central Europe, set up in Prague in 1512. 
Beginning with 1534 Hebrew books were also being printed in Cracow, 
because there the first Hebrew printing house was opened, set up by the 
brothers: Samuel, Asher and Eliakim, sons of Chaim of Halicz. But th e life 
of thi.~ first printshop was very short. 

Two successive printing houses sti ll existed in Cracow until the mid -
17th century. Beginning with 1568 worked here the very vital printshop 
of Izaak Prostitz which existed until 1626, and next Menachim Meisels' 
printshop, from 1631-1655. The most outstanding works of local scholars 
and talmudists were printed there. These were unquestioned authoriti es 
of the Polish and European Jewry of that time. To them belonged mainly 
all the successive rabbis of the Cracow community and rectors of th e local 
Yeshivah from the second half of the 16th to the first half of the 17th 
centuries: Rabbi Mojzesz Isserles ( ReMU), Rabbi Natan Spira, RabbiJoei 
Sirkes (BaCH) and Rabbi Jomtow Lipman Heller. 

The nourishing of jewish culture in this town during that period had a 
remarkable mass character. Much attention was attached to universa l 
preliminalY teaching of children, who were educated by private teachers 
or by teachers who received their sa lary from the community, which for 
this purpose maintained a public school, supervised by a specialized 
school fellowship named "Talmud Torah" . A considerable number of 
these young people con tinu ed studies at higher levels. The rich Cracow 
community maintained a talmudic yeshivah, whose teachers - Rabbi 
Mojzesz Isserles, Rabbi J6zef ben Gerszon KaC, Rabbi Mordechaj 
Margaliot, Rabbi Joel Sirkes and others attracted students from many 
towns and cities in Poland and from abroad. 

Rabbis and Cracow seniors reigned at that time over jews from the 
extensive areas of western Little Poland and represented this region in a 
central self-managing organization of jews of Poland and Lithuania -
called Diet of the Four Lands (Waad Arba Aracot), which gathered for the 
first time in Lublin in 1581. 
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From the mid - 17th century begins the decline of the flourishing of 
the Cracow Jewish community. It starts at the beginning of 1655 with the 
invasion of the territories orthe Republic by the Swedish armed forces of 
Charles X Gustavus. Hostilities and two years of occupation of Cracow 
and Kazimierz in 1655-1657 directly contributed to physical ruin. 
Rebuilding of towns after the war lOok place very slowly. The population 
decreased. From the previous approximately 4,500 inhabitants remained 
after the invasion about 1,800. Many of those, who had left Cracow still 
before the invasion, did not return, among them mainly t(lreignJews, who 
returned to their native countries. There was no new immigration at all. 
An exception were Viennese Jews, who came to Poland and also to 
Cracow after th ey had been expelled from Vienna in 1670. Many Cracow 
Jews also left for Warsaw, which after the Swedish "deluge" had taken 
over the role of the country's political center. What was even worse. the 
decline of the significance of Cracow and Kazimierz turned out to be a 
long·lasting decline, because all the successive wars and internal conflicts 
which swept across the lands of the Republic in the 18th century during 
such periods as: the northern war 1702-1709, the war of the Polish 
Succession ( 1733- 1735), the Seven Years' War ( 1756-1763), the 
Confederation of Bar (1768- 1772) and in the end the period of the 
partitions of Poland with the first Austrian occupation of Kazimierz in 
1772-1775 - did not spare Cracow and Kazimierz and the Jews as well. 

In conditions of economic crises relations between Jews and Cracow 
burghers did not turn out we ll . The laller fought the competition of 
Jewish merchants and craftsmen with all the means at their disposal. This 
long-lasting and stubborn struggle ended short ly before the first partition 
of Poland with curtailing trade and handicraft activity of Jews and limiting 
it exclusi velv to the area of Kazimierz. 

In the ye~;rs 1772-1776 Kazimierz was for the first time occupied by 
Austrian armed forces, and found itself in 1796, joimly with Cracow, in 
the Austrian occupation zone. On the basis of a new administrative 
division, conducted by the Austrians at the beginning of the 19th century 
in territories seized by them , towns and the suburbs of Cracow were 
incorporated into Austria. In this way the centuries-long separate status of 
Kazimierz was liquidated as we ll as the separate administrative 
independence of this Jewish town. 

Until the first years of the 19th century theJcwish part ofKazimierz was 
almost the exclusive place where Cracow Jews lived. A few among them, 
who had already settled in Cracow at the end of the 18th century, were in 
1802 compe lled to return to their former abode, following an order given 
by the Austrian authorities. When Austrian rigor let up a bit, and 
aftelwards, when Cracow and Kazimierz found themselves within the 
boundaries of the Duchy of Warsaw (J'rom 1809 to 1815 ), in turn Jewish 
house-owners very sharply opposed the idea of Jews renting houses in 
the Christian part of Kazimierz. Their incomc from renting houses 
dropped \'iolently. Following intercession on their part a curse was 
proclaimed in the Old Synagogue in 1806 and once again in 1812 
concerning everyone, who wou ld dare to rent an apartment or a store 
outside the Jewish district. 

All prohibitions on one or the other side were of no avail. The slow 
process of transfer of Jews to Christ ian Kazimierz, to Stradom, and soon 
also to Cracow. started and despite periodical set backs - became a 
permanent phenomenon. 

In the first years of' the Austrian occupation and during the period of 
the Duchy of Warsaw only Europeanized Jews were permitted to live in 
Christian Kazimierz. Further changes in this respect took place during the 
time of the Free City ujCrClcow( 1815-1846) , the authorities of wh ich 
defined th e legal status of Jews in "statutes regulating the status (lfJews in 
the Free Cit)' of Cracow and its Region", published in 1815. These statutes 
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smashed jewish separateness and introduced mechanisms of compulsory 
assimilation. The former autonomic kahal, eliminated already earlier by 
the Austrians, but reactivated after 1809, was replaced by a several­
member Committee of jews. The Committee was headed by a Christian 
chairman and the rabbi, whose competences were limited to religious 
problems and he was required to possess lay general education. He was 
also pergJitted to teach children in their parents' home. jewish youth got 
access to lower and higher state schools. All jews of the Free City were 
permitted to settle in the whole of Kazimierz, the jewish part as well as 
the Christian one, to purchase property. and conduct economiC activity. In 
the remaining districts of the City they could live, purchase property and 
work only on the basis of a special permission. Such permissions were 
granted mainly to merchants, e.ntrepreneurs and free craftsmen, who 
knew the Polish language and sent their children to state schools and to 
those who were granted citizen's rights of the Free City, above all to 
intellectuals: scholars, artists, inventors. A change of residence was also 
connected with an enforced style of life, adapted to norms, binding in 
non-jewish surroundings. 

Half a century had still to elapse, before Cracow Jews obtained full civil 
rights which they deserved. In 1848 ten Jewish councilors were elected to 
the MuniCipal Council, Rabbi B. Meisels was elected deputy to the Sejm. 
In 1861 Jews were given the right of vote (active and passive) to the Diet 
of Galicia (elected as deputy for Cracow was Szymon Samuelsohn, leader 
of the intelligentsia). Finally a new constituion of the Austro-Hungarian 
empire was proclaimed, which decreed formal equal rights for Jewish 
citizens in the entire state_ Regarding the local Cracow situation these 
changes signified i.a. the possibility for Jews from Kazimierz to return to 
Cracow, from which their ancestors had been driven away less than four 
centuries ago. The coming years were to show that availing themselves of 
such possibilities was to a considerable degree limited. 

The years 1868-1914, a period called Galician autonomy, were for the 
jewish inhabitants of Cracow years of dynamic internal changes. The 
Cracow Jewish community regained part of the former kahal's autonomy. 
From that time the Jewish religious community was to guarantee full and 
unhampered implementation of specifically Jewish religious needs. The 
range of its activity and internal organization were guaranteed by the 
community's statutes, confirmed by the authorities of the region, i.e. by 
the governor, residing in Lw6w. The religiOUS community was made up of 
all the Jews of Cracow and the Cracow administrative district. In 1870 
Szymon Samuelson was elected chairman of the religious community. He 
was the leader of a determinedly pro-Polish group in favor of assimilation, 
called progressive Jews. 

Rivalry for influence in the community board was one of the symptoms 
of the sharp confli<;t existing at that time in the whole of Galicia between 
orthodox groups and adherents of assimilation. In order to count~ract 
assimilation tendencies Orthodox Galician Jews set up the countrywide 
association Machzike Ha-dal, headed by Cracow Rabbi Szymon 
Schreiber. Other organizations were also created: the pro-Austrian 
Shomer Yisra'el (Guardian of Israel) and the pro-Polish Agudat Achim 
(Covenant of Brothers). The goal of this Covenant of Brothers was to 
popularize among Jews the conviction aobut the neceSSity of assimilation 
with the Polish population, of performing duties of citizens of the state, of 
encouraging Jews to embark on agriculture and handicraft, to educate 
Jewish youth in a Polish spirit, to cultivate with special solicitude the 
teachings of the religion of Moses in the Polish language. In Cracow, 
where at that time a pro-Polish orientation was distinctly predominant, 
belonged to the best known adherents of moderate assimilation (i.e. only 
cultural not religious): Szymon Samuelsohn, J6zef Oettinger, Jonatan 
Warschauer. The most outstanding representatives of the trend in favor of 
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radical assimilation, i.e. including religious assimilation as well, were in 
the Cracow area at that time two great Poles of jewish descent, who 
oecame part of the history of Polish culture: julian Klaczko and Wilhelm 
Feldman. 

At the end of the 19th century could be noticed a retreat from the 
assimilation program. The main reason for such a state of affairs was the 
growing anti -Semitism, an all-European phenomenon at that time. It was 
not different in Cracow, where traditional prejudices regardingjews were 
still intensified by the defeat of Catholics in rivalry in some of the spheres 
of economic life. In 1900, when the jewish population in Cracow 
amounted to approximately 26,000 persons (about 27 % of the inhabitants 
of the city),jews constituted the absolute majority of people employed in 
trade (over 10,000 as compared with 4,000 non-jews) and the relative 
majoriry (i.e. compared with the number of professionally active people) 
in many fields of industry and in the learned professions. 

At the turn of the 19th century the first organizational initiatives 
appeared in Cracow, connected with the national movement in its mature 
form of political Zionism. However, at the turn of the centurY Zionism had 
not yet won significant popularity among thousands of average jews. But 
what increased was the popularity of programs, which stressed direct 
social aid and protection of the poorest among the jewish population. 
Such assumptions guided in Cracow the activity of jewish socialists, 
belonging to the Polish Socialist Party. Active at that time were in Cracow 
Po'ale Zion and Misrahi. 

Shortly before the First World War, above all social and political 
division lines, a branch of B'na; B'rith, a world-wide movement, was set 
up, the local name of which was "SolidamosC" (Solidarity). 

In the inter-war years of 1918-1939 a dynamic increase in the number 
ofjews living in Cracow took place. 

In 1921 were 45,200 Jews in Cracow, constituting 27% of the total 
number of inhabitants of the city. Until 1931 the number of Jews 
increased to 56,800 persons, but their share in comparison with the total 
number of inhabitants slightly decreased and amounted to 26 %. 
According to data of 1938 there lived in Cracow 64,348 jews, i.e. 
approximately 25 % of the total number of city residents. 

The Jewish population concentrated mainly in two neignboring city 
districts: Kazimierz and Stradom. But in the whole of Cracow there was 
almost not a single street where Jews would not be living. They spread 
during that period mainly in the south-eastern direction - towards 
Podgorze - and the south-western direction - towards D~bniki. Spatial 
expansion was connected with the purchase of a'considerable number of 
real estate, also in the center of Cracow and in the Old Town, especially at 
such streets as: Grodzka, Bracka, Szewska, Florianska and Szpitalna. 

Jewish organizations, developing activity in Cracow during the period 
between the two world wars, represented almost all the various nuances 
of political opinions and interests of Jews, including orthodox as well as 
lakizedJews. Many new organizations made their appearance in addition 
to those set up already before World War I. Among them were i.a. sections 
of large political parties, such as the orthodox Agudat Yisra'e4 the zionist­
socialist Hitachdut, the sociatist Bund and local organizations connected 
with the latter or independent, whose members were mainly working 
youth, secondary school pupils and students. Several local Zionist 
organizations (Bejtar, Menora, Masad, EI-A4 Brit jeshurun, Brit Chajja4 
Wered). A Polish language weekly party organ, "Trybuna Narodowa" 
(National Tribune) was published in Cracow from 1934 until the 
outbreak of World War II. Young people connected with this movement, 
belonging to the Bejtar organization participated in military training, 
conducted in 1936, i.e. in the training center of the Polish Army in Lancut. 
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The process o f laicization of j ewish soc iety made rapid progress in 
Cracow during the period between the two w orld wars. According to 
estimat es in th e 1930s dose to 60% o f th e j ewish population, living 
mainly o utside o f Cracow w ere laic ized. Orthodox j ews, inc luding 
Ilasidim - above all adherents o ftzaddiks from Bobowa, Belzec and G<ira 
Kalwari a - li ved above all in Kazimierz, connected by close bonds with 
the landscape o f many synagogues and Bel Midrashes, in th e midst o flhe 
densely built up j ewish LOwn. 

The sociu-po litical differential io n of Cracow j ews found ilS natural 
refl ect io n in lhe approach to matters related with the education and 
upbring ing o f youth. Young peopl e from no n-o rthodox famili es attended 
the netwo rk of stare schools, to which all had access, and in addition also 
exclusi ve ly j ewish primalY and seconl/;IIY schools, with a general 
educati onal and vocational profil e. To th ese belong i.a. the humanist 
Hebrew SecondalY School named after Chaim Hilfstein, the Handicrafl 
School and the Secondary Commerc ial Schoo l. Young people from 
orthodox famili es studied in the community religious schoo l for boys -
Tallllud Torab, directed by the superiors of synagogues and in Hasidi c 
prayer houses as we ll as the Rei Yttacol' Scbuol, founded in Cracow way 
back in 1917. 

The cultural and artisti c life o f Cracow was during the period between 
the two world wars enriched by a complete ly new ph enomenon - a 
j ewish th eater with its own perman ent small stage and its own actors. 
The theater was setup in 1926 in lhe building at 7, Bochellska Street. It 
was there that the famous Ida Kallliriska gave performances, the 
Turkowows, Szymon Ozigan, Izrael Schumacher and Menachem Rubin, 
who w as the theater director and also played the main rol es in Shalom 
Al eichem's plays ' 'Two Hundred Thousand" , " Kune Lemel" perform ed in 
1933 to mark the 50th anniversary o f the beginning of this great writer's 
creative wo rk 

2. 

Cracow was occupied by German units, belong ing to the 14th army o f 
th e Wehrmacht o n September 6, J 939. Soon also appeared in the c ity the 
staff of t he Fi rst O perati onal Group o f the Security Po l ice, commanded by 
Bruno Streckenbach_ There began the first acti ons full of bloodshed 
against the c ivilian populati on. , 

On September 8 an order w as issu ed by Streckenbach to mark until ') 
p.m. the ro llmving day all j ewish ent erpri ses, shops, restaurants and ca fes 
w ith the star o f David, stalls, and stands with appropriate indications. 

That sam e day SS-O berscharfuhrcr Paul Si eb-ert, head o f the departm ent 
fo r Jewish matters in the Security Police appo inted Mark Bieberstein 
chairman o f the tcmporalY j ewi sh Religious Community in Cracow. 
According to the intention o f the Germans the Community, set up a few 
days later, w as to serve as an administrati ve organ, w hi ch would at once 
cany Oul all the recommendati ons o f the German authoriti es. The 
successive hcads of th e department for Jewish matters at the Cracow 
Security Poli ce Headquarters Paul Siebert, Oskar Brandt. Wilhelm Kunde 
and Herman Heinrich - kn ew how to cnfo rce obedience and compliance 
o n members o f the Community_ 

Th e so-call ed General Governm ent was set up in October 1939 with 
Cracow as lhe "capitai' · and its chi ef Or. Hans Frank arri ved in the City. So 
l' lr he had been th e head of th e German c iv il administrati o n on occupied 
terr i lor ies of Po land. O n October 26, i. e. on the day w hen posters 
appearcd in the c ity with the p roc lamati on initiating Frank's reign, an 
instructio n was published abo ut obligatOly employmelll of Pol es and 

.J ews ( fro m 12 to 60 yea rs) and the prohibiti on o f ritual slaughter in j ewish 
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slaughter-houses. (In December 1939 obligatory work for Jews was 
enlarged by the decision, that every Jew from 12 to 60 years had to work 
for two years in a compulsory labor camp). 

On November 18, 1939 Otto Wachter, governor of the Cracow district, 
issued an instruction about special signs to be carried by Jews in the 
entire district: "aI/Jews above 12 years of age should carry visible signs, 
namely a white band with the blue Star of David on their right arm of 
their outer garments". This instruction also contained a definition of the 
term Jew as the Nazis understood it: "He is a jew, who either is an 
adherent of thejudaic faith and evoryone, whose father or mother are or 
were of judaic faith". 

The successive orders issued by the Germans obliged Jews to hand 
over their automobiles and motorcycles (December 4, 1939), forbade 
them to change their residence (December 11, 1939) and to travel by 
train in the general Government (January 26, 1940). During the period 
directly preceding the setting up of the ghetto in Podgorze, the freedom 
of Jews to move outside of Cracow had been completely paralyzed, first 
by a decree issued by Hans Frank "About limitation of free choice to 
change the place of residence and stay" (September 13, 1940, in force 
from October 1, 1940), the next decree forbade transportation 
enterprises to transport Jews and their luggage (November 26,1940) and 
finally an order issued by the governor general, forbidding Jews to make 
use of any means of transportation without a special permission 
(February 21,1941). 

In 1940 the Germans embarked on a large-scale C'dmpaign to remove 
Jews from the area of Cracow. On May 18, 1940 Jews were given three 
months "voluntarily" to move to other places in the General Government. 
All those who would undertake to leave Cracow until AU8ust 15, 1940 
would be permitted to choose their new place of residence and to take 
along all their possessions. 

When the day of August 15, 1940 arrived, there still were according to 
German plans too many Jews in Cracow. Thus, in accordance with their 
announcement, compulsory displacement started. The last act of the 
displacement took place in the winter of 1940-1941. Those who had 
remained in Cracow were shortly afterwards removed to the ghetto. 

On March 3, 1941 a thirteen-point announcement of Wachter , governor 
of the Cracow district, was published about the setting up in Cracow at 
once of a "living area" for Jews only, which was to be in Podgorze, a city 
district situated on the right bank of the Vistula River. This was an area, 
between the Vistula, the Podgorze Market Place, Krzemionki and the 
Krakow-Plaszow railway line. 

Until March 20, 1941 approximately 12,000 Jews found themselves in 
the ghetto. Previously they had been given identity cards. There also were 
about 3,000 persons there, who did not possess these documents. These 
people were crammed into 320 buildings, mainly groundfloor and one­
floor buildings, abandoned by the Polish population. The area of the 
ghetto was surrounded by a two-meter-high wall with four gates. The 
main gate, crowned, just like the wall, by a number of semi-circular 
decorations, reminiscent of the pediments of Jewish tomb stones, closed 
the ghetto at Plac Zgody (Square) - today Bohaterow Getta Street - from 
the side of the bridge spanning the Vistula. It was adorned with a large 
Star of David and carried the inscription in Yiddish: "Yidisher 
vohnbetzirk" (Jewish residential area). 

With the passage of time all Jewish institutions, such as: the 
Community, Hospital, Jewish Social Self-Aid, orphanages, and in addition 
also agencies of the German Labor Office, the post office and others 
found themselves inside the ghetto. At 18, Plac Zgody functioned the only 
drug store in the ghetto, conducted by a Pole, Tadeusz Pankiewicz (today 
the building houses the Museum of National Memory). 
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The gate to Cracow ghettl> 

The number of ghetto inhabitants unuelwent changes uuring th e 
course o f 1941 - first in connection with the fact that jews were brought 
into the ghetto from 29 comm uni ties near Cracow, wh ich in May had been 
incorporated into Cracow, and next as the re~u h of deportation from the 
ghetto in the Autumn o f that year of approximate l" 2.000 persons w ithout 
documents and perman ent -e mp loyment, whl> had been ca ught durilig 
round-ups, ordered by the Germans and carried out Iw the j ewish police 
(jDd ischer OrdnungsdienSt - 00). 

From the beginning o f 1942, folluwing resolutions adopted at a 
conference in Wannsee, SS formations lOok O\'er direct con trol (l\'(:rjews. 

Mass deportations took place between june I and 8, 1942 from the 
Cracow Ghetto to the ex termination camp of l3elzec. On Thu rsday'! , 
hlood st rea med along ghetto streets. The Germans. fu riulls. hecause too 
few Jews had left the ghetto with th e Monday tr:tnsport . massacred a 
crowd, driven to Zgocly Square. 

The next mass deportati on took place fuur days later on the 8th u fJlIn e. 
A tOlal of 5,000 persons were taken o ut of the ghetto, 

The following mass deporta tion which took p lace on October 28. 1942. 
was much worse than the " blood\" Thursday" in Jun e, After work 
detach ments had left the ghetto, SS men started to search e;Jch house and 
also hospita ls, orphanages and homes for th e aged and disabled. Many 
persons, espec ially those who w ere i ll or o ld. were shot when they were 
conducted o ut on the streets. 

One ufthe consequences of the e\ 'ellts in June and October 1942 was a 
wave of sui c ides in the ghetto, But on the o ther hand th ere was also a 
growing wi ll to res ist. Displacement speeded up the conso lidation of 
several organizati ons w hich so 1~lr had developed activity indepedently 
from one another. In thi s way the group of th e .Jcwish Combat 
O rganization (tOR) was /iJrmcd in Cracow. To its joint command 
belonged i.a.: Hersz Bauminger and Bernard Halbreich ( H{/ Sbolller 
Ha-Zair), Adolf Liebeskind and Szymon Oranger (AI.!iba) as well as 
Abraham Leibowicz (01'01'). The Cracow lOB concentrated mainly on 
att empts on the life of the enem ies and on sabo tage outside the ghetto . 

In November 1942je\vish work details, emp loyed at building IXlrral' ks 
for the new camp o f compulsory labor, set up in PlaSZl) W. in addition to 
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the already existing work camp for Jews, named Julag I. Selected as the 
site of the new camp was the area between Abrahailla and Jerozolimska 
streets, where two Jewish cemeteries were situated, belonging to the 
Cracow communit), and the Podgorze community. Both cemeteries were 
complete l \' destroyed during the course of leve ling works. because the 
organization of compulso~' labor had been taken over by the SS. At the 
beginning of 1943 the cemetery wa~ cut down in size and divided by a 
wooden fence made of barbed wire into a part A for those who were 
working and pan B for those who were not working. In part A, which now 
serl'ed as a camp Il)r compulsory labor, were kept jews still needed by the 
German economy, but in pan B were separated those who were !O be 
exterm i nated fi rst. 

In March the SS and Police command in Cracow made the decision to 
concentrate in the new camp Jews from the Craco'" ghetto and 
compu lsorv labor camps in the neighborhood. The final term for lea\'ing 
the ghetto \Vas March 13 (part A) and March 14 (part B). In accordance 
with the plan staned evacuation of those working in ghetto A. In the 
desened ghetto remained only memhers of the Community and the 
.!e\\·ish police together with the ir famil ies. Attempts were also made on 
that day to escape through the M~wers which had their out let at the 
Vist ula. This had i.a. been the \\a\' of escape of Dr. Julian Aleksandrowicz 
with wife and small Mln. 

On the following day, on Sunday, March 14, 1943 th e Germans killed 
within a few hours approximately 1,000 persons, and ahout -1,000 were 
escorted to t he camp in Plasz()\\,. 2.000 people were loaded onto 
automobiles, which that same da\' reached the death camp in Oswi~cim­
Brzezinka (Auschwitz·Birkenau). 

Cleaning up tcams worked in the ghetto until December 1943. 
selecting and storing objects. furniture, cquipment etc.. Id"t behind. In the 
end the no longer needed ghctto enclosure was taken down and in thi,<, 
wav it hecame once again an open area. That was when th e Germans 
killed the last oftheir.lewish co workers. 

In its final stage the camp in Plasz(l\\, co\'ered an area of ahout HO 
hectares (J ha= 2 . 1~1 acre, ) hetween Swoszowicka and Wielicka streets. 
Being an area guarded by SS men. l 'krainian, and Lat\"ians. It was 
surrounded !J\' douhle wire entanglements made of harbed wire with a 
high tension system and guard towers, set up evc ry several hundred 
meters. It was dil'ided into a Po l ish and "Jewish sector. The Jewish sector 
wa, larger. there was a ro ll call square. barracks as living quarters. sheds 
which housed larious kinds of craftsmen's workshops, store hou,es. 
administrative buildings and sanitar\' arrangements. Jewish prisoners 
worked in \yorksllOPS inside the camp. and also outside. like in the 
factory producing cables in Plasz<lw. in the brick kiln in 13llnarka, at the 
airfield in Rako\\"iL"e and in se\'era l firms in /:abloc ie. 

In the middle of 1943 the Plasz(l\ camp was transformed into a sub 
<":Imp of the concentration camp of Majdanek. and heginning with January 
1944 into an independent concentra tion camp with sub camps in 
~1ielec and in Wieliczka. In connectilln with this. Jews were brought over 
from many places in the Gencral Go\'ernment , \ here the Germans 
liquidated ghet tm and small camps (from Tarn(iw, Miclee. R~.csz()W, 

J)roholwcz . .Ian<"Jw. Szehnie ne:lr Jasl o). and they also hrought over Jews 
frum Ilungary. In this camp prisoners were exterminated by hunger, 
disease .... \YllI"k bcvond their possihiliti cs. beating and exccutions. The\" 
\\'erc transpllrted from the camp to armament factories in the General 
GO\'ernmelll (Skarzysko Kamienna, Starachowice, Pionki , Czc:;stochowa) 
and they worked also in the Reich as wcll as in otherCOllccntration camps 
(Aw,chwi t ~. , ,\lauthauscll. Gross Rosen). 

Amung [he I'lasz()\\' murderers distinguished himself ahove al l it, 
, ommander. Amon i.l'opold Goeth. who shot m<ll1\' pcople himself (he 

It) 



did this also during the liquidation of ghettos in Cracow, Tarn6w and 
Szebnie), thus staging an example for his subordinates, showing them 
how one should treat the prisoners. After the war he was put on trial 
before the Supreme National Tribunal. Evidence was provided that he 
murdered people and ill -treated them. After he was sentenced to death, 
he was hanged in Cracow on September 13, 1946. According to evidence 
given by witnesses in the trial ofGoeth, there were at the beginning of the 
existence of the camp about 2,000 persons imprisoned there. This figure 
increases later to about 10,000, amounting at the end to 25,000 prisoners, 
mainly Jews, about 8,000 of whom lost their lives on the spot. Imprisoned 
there was a total of about 150,000, mainly Jews, of whom perished on the 
spot approximately 8,000 persons. It is impossible to establish the exact 
figure of)ews killed in Plasz6w, taken away from there and killed in other 
places. Thus, lists of Jews brought from Plasz6w to Auschwitz, now stored 
in the archives of the State Museum in Auschwitz, provide most frequently 
only information about those, who were not killed in gas chambers 
immediately after the arrival of the transport, but became part of the camp 
inmates and had been given camp numbers. And thus, on February 21, 
1944 a transport arrived from Plasz6w to Auschwitz, from which were 
selected 260 men as prisoners, the remaining persons (".?) were killed. 
On May 24, 1944 arrived a transport of C ... ?) old men, ill people and 
children - all of them were killed in gas chambers. On August 6 of that 
same year were brought 7,500]ewish women, placed in a temporary camp 
(Durchgangslager) in Birkenau. From among them 1,500 women were 
selected and taken on September 23 to the camp ofStutthof. On October 
22 were brought 200 Jewish women and around 15 Jews (from the camp 
hospital) , for the night they were le ft in the bath-house, and on the 
following day a selection took place, as a result of which 1,765 women 
were sent to the temporary camp, the remaining were killed in the gas 
chamber. On January 17, 1945, i.e. on the day before the liberation of 
Cracow, 178 women and two boys - Jews, were brought to Auschwitz, 
which was already being liquidated. 

3. 

On January 18, 1945 Cracow was free from Germans. Gradually began to 
appear in the dry those Jews, who had in various conditions managed to 
survive the period of extermination. In the first years after the end of 
World War II the Jewish community in Cracow amounted to about 6,000 
persons. Among them were 2,000, who were from Cracow and had lived 
there before 1939. 

Jewish parties and organizations resumed their activiry, within the 
framework of the Central Committee of Jews in Poland. 

Religious needs of Jews were satisfied by the Congregation of the 
Judaic Faith in Poland. For the purpose of religious cult two synagogues 
were restored: the Temple and Kupa. 

In 1948, due to the creation of the state of Israel and the deterioration 
of East·West relations, general changes took place in the approach of 
Polish authorities regarding the activity of Jewish Zionist groups. In 
November 1949 all Zionist parties in Poland were liquidated. In 1950 the 
independence of all institutions of the Central Committee of Jews in 
Poland and its local committees was canceled. In connection with their 
nationalization ceased foreign material aid for Jews. The Joint withdrew 
its representative agenc.y As a result of such moves many activists' and 
members of Zionist organizations left the country, and in addition also 
those persons who had dose relatives in Israel. 

The next wave of emigration of Jews from Cracow and in general from 
Poland took place in the second half of the 1950s and the peak of 
departures was in 1957. 
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The last jewish emigration wave in the latest history of Poland took 
place in the years 1968-1969. This was prompted by the breaking of 
relations with Israel after the Six·Day War in 1967, and directly - by the 
anti ·Zionist campaign unleashed soon afterwards. The phenomenon 
which yielded the most serious consequences was, that large numbers of 
young people left at the end of the 19605. That was the reason why 
already in the 1970s the jewish center in Cracow, which amounted at that 
time to 600 persons (1978), was made up mainly of elderly people. 
In Cracow you can find following institutions connected with jewish 
social and cultural problems: 

Jewish Religious Union in Poland (Zwi'lzek Religijny Wyznania 
Moji:eszowego) 
The present chairman is Czeslaw Jakubowicz. 
Address: Cracow, 2, Skawinska Street; tel. 662 347,661 756. 

Socio-Cultural Society of Jews in Poland - local branch (Towarzystwo 
Spoleczno·Kulturalne Zyd6w w Polsce) 
The present chairman is Maurycy Wiener. 
The secretary is Henryk Halkowski. 
Address: Cracow, 30, Slawkowska Street, tel. 229 841 , 333974,331 564. 

Research Center on Jewish History and Culture in Poland, Jagiellonian 
University 
The director is professor Jazef Gierowski. 
Address: Cracow, 12, Batorego Street, tel. 237 058 

Citizen Committee for the Protection of Jewish Cemeteries and 
Monuments of Culture in Poland - local branch (Spoleczny Komitet 
Opieki nad Cmentarzami i Zabytkami Kultury Zydowskiej w Polsce) 
The present chairman is Tadeusz Chrzanowski. 
Address: Cracow, 12, Sw. Jana Street, tel. 225 398, 335665. 
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CRACOW 

Cracow is one of the oldest Polish cities and possesses the greatest wealth of 
first-class historic monuments and mementoes, connected with centuries-old Polish 
tradition and culture. It found its place on the pages of history thanks to Ibrahim 
ibn-Yaqub, an Arabian]ew. This scholar and physician was in %5 one of the envoys 
sent by the caliph o f Cordoba to the German emperor Otto I and he mentioned 
Cracow in his re latio ns from th e journey, considering it to be an important trading 
center. 

Cracow found itself within the borders o f the Polish State at the end of the 10th 
century. It obtained its town charter in 1257. From the reign of Casimir I the Restorer 
until 15% it was the capital of Poland 

• 
In present-day Cracow lives a small community of Jews, but there are 

many religiOUS and secular objects of architecture, connected with the 
history and rich culture of Cracow jews. The majority of these objects do 
no longer perform their previous functions , only a few of them are still in 
use. The most valuable among them - and these are mainly synagogues ­
are situated in a small area of the form er jewish town of Kazimierz or in 
the very close neighborhood of this historical district. And it is there that 
the religiOUS and social life of the handful of taday's jews of Cracow 
concentrates in a natural way. 

Traces of the jewish past remained also outside of Kazimierz, in the 
Stradom district and in the Old Town. Much less of them are there than in 
Kazimierz, because jews settled in these regions only in more recent time, 
above all in the second half of the 19th century and in the 20th century. 
Bearing, however, in mind that the environs of the Cracow Market Square 
were the abodes of jews, arriving in the Middle Ages to the town at the foot 
of Wawel Castle, we start sightseeing in this city from this central place. 
Proceeding next along Grodzka Street, across Stradom and Kazimierz to 
the area of the former jewish town, we follow a road, along which walked 
at the end of the 15th century Cracow jews, driven to Kazimierz and 
which - in the opposite direction - was taken by many of their 
descendants, who were already citizens of the city with full rights. 
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MARKET SQUARE - ST. ANNE'S - ]AGIELLONSKA -
MARKET SQUARE - SZPITALNA - MARKET SQUARE -
GRODZKA - WAWEL HILL - STRADOMSKA - DIETIA 

1. St. Wojciech's (Adalbert's) Church 
2. Sukiennice 
3. House No.6, so called "Szara" (grey) 
4. Virgin Mary's Church, so called Mariacki 
5. House No.3, "Hipolits House" 
6. House, so called, "Pod Baranami" 
7. St. Anne's Church 
8. Church of the Holy Cross 
9. Local branch ofTSKZ 

10. "Cyganeria" Cafe 



The .\I ain ,\larkt=t SlIuart= (2(X)xllX) Ill) j... thl.' largl.'st and 1l1u. ... t beautiful ~ql1arL' in 
Cracow. In addition to SI. .\ lark·"! .... qu;lrl.· in \\·nicL'. it helung ... {() {he 11l()~1 

magnifiu:m town planning ~()Iutioll"" of thb t)'Pl.' in the world. Thb ... quarL' ha"! ror 
I..·l.'nturk..., pbyed thl' role of the city cente r, throhhing \\ ith li k. I t W; I '" laid out in 
1257. \\ hen Duke Holt.:slaw the Chaste gr:lI1ted it the town charier h:t"!cd lH1 the 
\I;.tgdt.:bllrg city ch:.Jrtcr. ThL' gL'ul11ctril ... al. chL'ckh():t rd like ~lITallgcI1lL' llI (If the 
\\:irk<':1 ~qu:lf(: with ...,tn.:elS. mainly fUllning at ;1 right angk. i.., hroken lip hy 
H()Ill:lnt.:''''qlle huilding ... , like thL' Churd, nflhl' \ 'irgin \lary. rL·I1HH..kkd 111 it ... prL'sl.'"nt 
... h:.lpe ill the year..., 1.-\92-1597. In thi ... ch urdl i~ i.a. I Ill.' btL' (;(Jlh h. \\()tl(.h.:n :dlar. 
L'an'eLi h~ Wit Stwosz frolll 01un.:ml1l'l"g ill 1477- 1489. ""fOJ1l till..' l:tlk'r tU\\L'r uf thi .... 
chun. h :1 hugk ca ll i..., ~ollndcd (·\ct:-· hOllr, tran;"l11iued at nuoll h~ I'lIli...,11 Hadio 
throughout the count ry. 

III Ih l: pasl Ih l' i\larkl:1 Square \\'as dl'llsely buill up. Th l' Citllh llall is 
siallding 10 thi s da\'. This Il1 tJl1ull1enta l bui lding ( in ib oldesl p:l n in Ihe 
i{oI1lClnl.'Mlul.' slvlc. rl'll1odl'led ill Ihl' 16 th ceJ1lllr\', rl.'n()\·ated alld pt ll in 
order in thL' l 'Jlh cen tury). ~landil1g in the center urthe ,\Iarkct Sqll~lrl..' is a 
Iradi ng Cl.'J1ll.'r on'" in ils gr()undlloor pan, on the firsl nO()r is" g:tIler\' ()r 
Poli sh pailllillg. / ll/w lll{ Ihe / )iCll/res (Ire also I/llIg l/ificelll /I 'li rh of llie 
.lewisii ({rlisl .1/(ll/rl't:l' (.'olllii!lJ. Froll1 ancien l epochs are in addilion: 
• Ihe li ny SI. \\ojciech's (Ad" lIx'r!'s) Church al Ihl: l'xi l froll1 (j rodzka 

SlrCel. /I is froJ/l llie IOlh Cel/IIII:I' aild iii 1454 a failulic I/IOill", j({11 

KalliSlrCII/(). called I~) ' Calbolics " c,'od 's Irbi/>, : d<!lil 'C!I'ed ill lliis chll r eb 
.fiel:)' sju!('t..:hes agoiJlsl .leu 's, .'1)('{'ches 11'1>1<.:/1, leI liS odd ar()11 ... .-ec/ /be 
r('(llIired echo {IIIU)Ug lis/(!J/('rs: 
• thl' I()nl'h' sl:lllding Town Ii al l 1O\\'1.'1'. a rl'll1ainder o r Ihl' 14th century 
To\\n Iiali. pulled down in Ihe I ')th century. 

On (hi ... '\I:lrkl't ~quarL' luok p l:lll..' \:trillu..., ~ t : lt l' 1'L' . ..., ti\·ilk·...,. ;lIt l.'Il(.kd h~ Cracu\\' 
11..· .... idL'I1( ... In 1':;2:':; .:tt th l' L':-..illrllJ11 Bracka Strcct Albred" ol lluhL'll/ollern. Duke lIf 

Pru ...... ia. paid hOI11~lgL' to King .... igl ... l11l1lld I. Ihll~ puhlh ... ly n .. ·u,gni/ing thl.· "'1I/l.T:linry 
of thl" !aller. ,...1, l/lal 11111(' 111"1'(, 1/1(/11 (JI/<, (d III(' .,/(/~/t'd,' (,IIloret/ n~l'(/1 ,1..!t'}I('nJs;~I~ 
;Jlt/lft/ill,1..! \Ieir I :·::ufflll'i(::. ({./el('. 111(' m({i" t ullel lor (~f./t'tf'I ,\h In.Y('.\ ill l .llhll{Olill. 

whulli Ihe ~"JI,f..! (""lulJ/et/ fur hi.\ 111('1'11.\. ,l.!, r(/lIliJl,!!, hllll Ih(' 1.t'IUI'II cfllIl fif arlll .... 

F::(~f{J/{/( :: tI/{/ J!(J/( /llil/,f..!(· bis.lC'u 'I.,h /tlilh. IJell/p, 1/1(, {JI/~I' (·J/lluh/(·"./<,Il'. uhf} II'lI .' I/(d 

/;lIjJlI::l'd. iJ/ Ih(' hisIUJ:!' (~r Ibe Firsl Ne/ml)/h . TIll' pl:ll L' \\ hL'n' I hL' p;t~ II1g oj 1)( lm:tgl' 
louk pbll.' \\;1'" m~lrkl.·d hy :11..(llllllll..'Ill0r:ni\(' pbqUl' \\illl 11ll' in">lTipli()1l " IIIIld 
Pru ... ki 1':;2':;", ( Prll"i:-.i:m 11I111l:lgI.: 1':;2':; J. 

The ,\ I:l rkl'1 Square \\'ilh :II I ilS huildings and ,,11\ ' rrce' SP:lCC' l'i'()\\'dl'd 
\\'ith sl:111,; and slands. as \\'l,II:1S IhL' surrounding hurghl'rs' h()uSL's \\lTe 
ahO\l' :I II IhL' sill' o r c()nS"111l Irading and all kinds or "11l'r:l li ()ns 
l '()llnCl'll'd \\' ilh Ihis. U.f co I II'S<', tI leadillg role II'tlS 1,ltlyer! ))/(Iill/l' I~)' 

C'/lrislitll/ IJllsilleSSI/I<'II, hlilihere 1I(,l'erl/l"'e.'s, rel//(Iiller! ('1I0Il.~/i Ii/tlce for 
jewish I/I<'rc/lclllis alld IrCldesl/lt' lI. TruGiililillall), Ilwl' occlillier! Iballwrl of 
I/le .lIad'd .\1111lI1'(' .frolll Ihe .lIic/deu 'icz .I/UIII/))"'111 III .\1. I I{/alherl 's 
Cbllrch. lIul ('1'1'11 1/1t' lIlil)IJillg Ibe IIIC11l)' sbOI )S alld silire bOIlS('S, II'bic/i 1/1(')' 
1(,({Sl'd frulII Ihe 1I/I' lI el'S lif 1/1<111.1' hlll:~/"'rs ' bOlls('s (II Ibe .lIar!.>('1 .\'I//(//'(' 
ilse!/ allli (((llOillillg sireeis. 'I hilS, Ihl're were allllosl al/l 'u) 's l ell'is/.> slw/)s 
{{lid .... Iures ill //1e /1ul/s{' ll'il/1 IIIIII/ber 6, col/ed Ibe G/'{~l' //OIlS(" wbicb 

hl'fu/'(' htld In'ell U/I 'II('" I~I ' .falllilies uf I/llIgllClles (Ibe /.eiJrzy"oll'sl>is. 
/.1)()I'lI/I '" lds tllIIl C:::arlur)'s!.>is). l :rulII Ibe lIIid 1<)lb C<' lIll1r), Ibis 1)(Jllse 
1)('1()II.~e" 10 II", 1'()lulli:::l'd./('/I 'isb fill/Iii)' uf Ib,. Feilllllcbs. lI'bu ill 1894 
({(Iu/lled Ihe 1It11/1t ' ()f \':::tlrs~'i 

ThL'lr gn''''L'I:- ... hllJl ll.ld hl..·I..·11 Illlhl ... hpu ...... · llIl' 11\\.:1':1 hurlf...Irl·d yl..·:u· ... (until 1l)':;OL 
:llld W:h u l ",ul..'h rl..·l1u\\ 11. Ih:1I tod : I ~'" ( r:ll 0\ i :llh nl'\ .... 1' 1I:-.(,' :111()1 her dL'rinili( III h II' Ihi~ 
... Ihlp. hUI "u'v;l r ... h.IL'g(! (:lI .... /:II· ... h.i · ... ) 

/n /"(II'IUII.\·/Jt·riru/, III Ihl' I-til alld 181/1 (l'lIllIr;('.\./('I( 'S had Iheir sbo/,s 1Iisu illibe 
hlllp,h('r.,· hUIIS('.' 'd Ihe /l1/)util.,. al .\fI .. 1. 1'/aL' . \llIn(I(~'i. til '\"u. 1-, /I('/lIItiJ/.\~·tI 'J/I'('('/. 

{II 1/1(' \I(/r~'{'1 ){Ilfar!'. "I Jut! l1al'all(lllli" (II Ihe l..(Jn/('r cd th(' . lJtl r~)('/ .\(II{(II'{ ' tlIU/ .'J1. 

II/I/t' ", \.'It't'!. (lilt! ill ut!tlitiul/ ill )II) /(}}f.I.!,t'r ('.Yislnl,1.! Inli/tlill}!,.' (III 1/1(, .l lo r~J('/ .'J(II/tlr(', 

"({luch III Ih(' T{J1t'1i /101/ alit! 1/1(' .\lllIliellull ,\'ctlles, 



Before leaving the Market Square it is a Illust also to pav ;J visit to St. 
Anne's and Szpitalna streets. 

~1. Anne's Street !L'ad, from the .\Iarkcl Square 10 lhe university campus. \Valking 
alc)IlA it we reach Ja~idlofiska S[reel. whefe the () Idesl 1.·()llegc..:~ o f the Jagicllo nian 
{ 'ni\'cr:-.iry ar\: : Collegiulll Maiu<.;, lhe beginning nfwhil.:h was a house o f SH>ne at lhe 
corn er o f ho th SlrL'el~, bought for thb pllrpo~L' by King \'(f)adyshl\\ Jagiello in 1--.00 
(Co llegium Maiu!'o) , aftc!" having been o\'(:rilauled in th e yea rs 1 9~f9 196-1 nnw 
h () lI~es th e l ' l1i \'e r~ i l y ~1USCUJll . AII/;a' period (be ((rea of ,'i/. Alllle 's ."'1"('('1./1'0 111 Ibe 
.\larkel 5i£/ItClrL' to Ibe ti~)' u'alls, li la,,, ()cU I/Jit'li 1~)'Jeli'isb /JOlIIl'S. exl,'UIIJ!, bere alleosl 
fro m Jbe s('ccmd balf oj !be 13th CL' II/III:)I, iJl/erllJiJlp,letill'ilb pro/Jer zl' /)elu1J)!. i1Jg 10 

Chrislians. 'fh(' Ibri";,,}!. l 'llil'ersi~F I!.rad"a/~l' forced ()1f1./l'lI'isb /Jr()PerZ) ~ 1'/.Ie lasl o/ 
IhelJl inc/tllli llJ.!, .~J'lIl1l!.(Jglles aud lJIher ubjects of Ibe CUIIIIIII(lIiO ' (1 '(,1'(' /)rlflgbllfp 
in 14 6fJ, a/IeI' lI'lJith./eU's m(J{ 'ed to Ibe area .\'1, Tbu l1J(ls Slr('('/ (No ll' Life/ill 'l.! Sulski 
SII't.!{'I) a nti Sz<.:ze/ullisJ.."li Slref:'l, allhe lIorl/J 11 '(',\/('1'11 side u/ I/.Ie JladJe( ,')'{IIUlre At the 
ri ght silk· o r Sl. Anne's Street. in (h e uin:l'tion of Pl anty (park arL';!) is IIl L' ch urc h 
under th e in\ uGI(ion ofSI. Anile. built in i t ~ p resent -day shape in 1(*,9 1-0'5. has(xl 
(lll ~I lk: .... igll hy Tylm:.tll van Gam('n: n. This is a melllurable p/ac(', tI/,'o IJ<'e(llls(' illI'as 
a .\pec..'ial (rouble ,\pol, siNce II p()~r()01 of Crw,:()l(' jeu's Slarled 1/.1('1'(' ill /4 0 7, u,/)ic/J 
II 'a" ill lidoil tlC'scn'/J('d i ll (be Chronicle hy ./lI li IJlu.l{{)SZ flud a/ler yC'tlrs 

tUlJl lllelll(Jrcl/('d I~)' tl .'pecia/ iI( ,.;crif1liuli Oil Ibe cbari~)' IlOX ill Ih(' Old ,\) ·II UJ.:UJ..:II<' ill 
A:azimierz, From St. Anne's Sln:cl une rC~.H:h c:-, Planty, which ... urroullu Ih(.." O ld 
To\\ n ~llong lhL" li ne oflh<: fOl1l1L."r c ily wa l l:-;. I II/be ,\/id(//e /~f.!,t's there I/'{IS i ll tbis l/'li/1, 

whal lI'a." ca/led "a /ew,""h ll 'icket"', IhrullJ.!,h II'bich .It' ll 's c(JIIld reach the Ce lJl ('lel : l ~ 
sitll(l /('d fi ll (/ sll(', ca/led /(, Ibis dll)' K(II/ 'io l :}" (nuIsl fJr(Jhlll)~l'II'f)IIIIIJe l/('br(,II ' word 

"kel 'lIrim " I4rcll 't.'s). 0:u trace .... \\'\.'r\.' le li o f I hb t"l: Il1\.'lcry. 

We return to the Market Square along St. Anne's Street. cross it 
diag()nallv. in the direction orthe Ch urch of the Virgin ,\laIYand con tinue 
10 walk towards the Small Market Square. III enter at its nonhe:rn e:dge 
Szpita lna Street. The street got its nallle: rr()1ll hospitals fo r the poor. 
which still in the 19t h centu ry were in the reg ion of Teatr ,\Iil'jski 
(~ Iuni cipal Theater) and th e Goth ic Church ofl lw Ilol v Cross. The:)' were 
lOrn do,,-n in c()nnecti on with the Th eater, huilt th ere in th e ),l'ars 
IH91 IH95. h:l~ed on a design 11,· .Ian I.awil'jski (a dl'scl'lldant of the 
arorelllenti()lle:d f:llllily of the Feintul' h~l. ,,·ho had taken:ls his Illodelthe 
ed ifice or the !'aris Opera I louse. 

()/J/ }(),,·lle Ill(' .\lIIII /(i/ui/ Th('ater (("(.IS t/le ·'( : l :f.!,(1I1('ri(l·· ca/c, II'blt"i, ill 1"(' years (d 
\\ o riel \\ ·al' 1111 '(/" ,,('la/1al'l e.\·c1l1si/'t'~l' fur I I I(' 11.\"(' (~f (;('rmllJl (~I.lh ('r .... ()" I h'cclllht'r 

..!..!. (II' j)cc('IJI/)el' ..!·I ) i liJeCttlll t..' Ihe ,\"hiet! (If (..111 a I/ad! (III 1"<, f'llrt (II 1"(' (.rl/(: I)I(" 
Grull/) ()I Ibe/(,II 'ish CumiJol (JrJ.!,ttlli:IIIJUIi (Zon). I('d l~l ' ./lIdt..ll.l('h('l : A lahkt \\ ·a ... 
mounted illin tlk' \\all o f the building (0 t()l1\l1lcl1lurak th i ... a .... :-.: IlIIt . / 11 Ih(' SlIlJ/(' 
,\lr('('/, {(I No 24 Il't l.' . clllrinJ{ Ibe illleru '(Ir/)('ri{Jt/. Ihe 1l'('III..' J((Ju 'IIIJe/lJlilir(lsb "A/J(.u 'al 

N(.Iilll ", ll'bi .... h S('/T('t/ as {( fJr(~ }'('r hUff,£, j(Jr./( 'u 's lidl',t: in Ihe (( '111('1' ()f Ih(' tily . .,./.Ie 
( huil' (d Ibis 11('/ lIIitlrasb WlIS ill the 1()3(Js (()l/dflCled I~I' Ihe.' /I'('/lI..'lJlIll ·1J (. r(l(o,, · 
i IIlJ l ur ({lltl /('lIt"/.Ier, Ual'lI (b \:"{Jerber. I II I(J. ,- tbe /)f(ilt/in,!!, 11'(1,' la/.tcli (1('('1' I~I ' Ih(' 
( )rlhlld(l.\' Im!"is/1 iJJ (."raco(('. 

/Jllrill ,!!, Ih(' /}('ri(Jd 1)e1u 't,t'1l Ih(' tU' fJ lI'uriti /l'ars Szpi/a/II({ St,.eel 11'(1.\ 11111..' uf 1/1( ' 
II/(J .... I (/wraL/eriSlic slrects (~f I/.Ie <.ill', 01l'111,r.:, Ihis ahure a/llo Ilw ,r.:,r('(I( 11(11111)('1' f~r 
,('( {Iud "(lilt! hOfl/..·sb("J.\~ 1}(,/UII,f.!,ilJ,r.:, IIJ./( ' II 's. IlIdlidill,!.!. ,\·III../J It'd/I..' lItllI 'lI /Jt'rs(JII ,\ 0 ,' Ihe 

.... ('UIt·1I (tlul Tafel.f((Jlli/n·s. who h((l'(, n'l/tleret/ ,!!,I"('((I sel'l'i('.'\. 

I.ClII'ilig Szpitalna Street we onL'e again LTOS.' th l' Market Squan: and 
en ter Grodzka Street. "'hidl i~ part ur the Royal Route. leading across th e: 
c it'· to Wawel Castle, appro"L'h~'d from a h(,(Klder point of , ·ie\\, it is a 
~ma ll pan of th e large trading routl', connecti ng Crac()'" with \X 'icliczka 
and I\ochnia (salt mine) and "ith lIunga,Y, ero,sing thl' intersection of 
Grodzka Street and Dominik;ulski Square at thl' left and Wiosna I.ud(iw 
Square at the ri ght. we pass two historic huildings. namely 13th ~·entt llY 

lhurdles \\· ith ad jacent mt)naste,Y huilding~, hel o ng ing to the Domin ican 
O rder ( left) and the Franciscan Order (right ). and in addit ion ab() the 
p:tlacc o f the \X ' iel()p()b~is. ,,-herl' toda,' th l' c ity au tho riti l's have tlwir 
hl'adquan ers. :t bl·t that is stre~~ed hy the mOl1tlllll'n" 10 two Il)th 



century mayors of the city: j(izef Dietel and Miko laj Zyblikiewicz. Right 
after the intersection in the backyard of the burghers house at No. 28/30 
was during the interwar period a bet midrash, named after its founder, 
Mordechaj Tigner. It was built in 19 13 by Izaak GOldberger and Izrael 
Messinger. The building exists to tbis day. After World War /I it was for 
some time used by the Music Theater. At present it is deserted and 
neglected 

Continuing along Grodzka Street, we pass the following churches: the 
BaroqueJesuit Church ofSt Pete r and Paul, the Romanesque Church ofSt. 
Andrew (1070- 1098) and the Church of St. Martin, belonging to the 
Evangelical Augsburg parish, which was jo ined by a considerable number 
of those Jews, who had decided to be baptized. 

In tbe house at No. 62 existetiin the years 1879-1939 a printing house, 
conducted until 1914 byJ6zef Fiszer. 

Tbe rea! flourishing of Ihis printing bouse louk place in tbe 189Os, when Fiszer 
starled at his Qu'n cosl 10 pub/isb the periodical "Hazman': edited by Rube ll Asher 
Braudes Jrom Wilno. Wben tbis periodical declined ( 1892) Fiszer called on 1.5. 
FII Cbs, tbe editor oj "Hamagid" Jrom Berlin and started to publisb tbis week(y, 
cOl'ering tbe costs bimselJ (1892- 1903/ Tbe Jame oj tbisprilltillg bOllse SOO Il spread 
tbrougbout tbe world. Because oj diJJiculties witb cellsorsbip ill Russia (and tbe 
kingdom oj Potalld), Hebrew periodicals began 10 be publisbed in Cracow at Fiszer's 
prillting bOllse. Acbad Haam (Aszer Ginsburg), tbe Jamous jewisb pbilosopber, 
arrilled Jor a longer stay ill CracoUi to print a/ Fiszer's printing house his monthly 
periodical "Hashiloah". Peretz came to Cracou' qllile frequently, 10 watch Oller the 
prillting oj molllbry magazines, publisbed by bim. Cbaim Nacbman Bialik remained 
in Cracow Jor a lengtby period. Frisbman u'as printing bis works tbere. Tbis u'as also 
true oj Mendele Mocber SJarim, Raumicki, Dr. Klausner (now proJessor in 
Jerusalem, Shalom Aleichem, Sholem Asb and many other Hebrew andJewish writers 
came to Fiszer Jor sborter Or longer periods oj time in order to work. Gradualry all 
tbe Hebrew publicatiollS mOIJf1d to Fiszer, sucb as: Acbiasaj, Tusbiya Jrom Warsaw, 
Moria Jrom Odessa and also tbe works oj scbolars Jrom tbe West, like tbose oj 
Bacber, Malter Jrom Cincinnati, etc. wbo were also printing tbeir works bere. At 
Fiszer's tbe Warsaw preacber Izaak Cylkow also printed bis brilliant translation oj 
tbe Bible into Polisb. Tbe period oj tbe flourisbing oj tbe printing bouse ended witb 
tbe deatb oJj6zeJ Fiszer (1914) and tbe outbreak oj tbe war(M. Balaban). 

The f ormer Cracow comes to an end at the exit from Grodzka Street. It 
was surrounded by the city walls and at this spot was tbe Goldsmiths' Gate 
and tbe wicket, serving also Jews, on tbeir way from Kazimierz to the 
Cracow Market Square. Beyond the wall was the suburban settlement of 
Stradom. From there, from the square with St. Giles' Church (founded in 
the 11th century and remodeled in the 14th century) unfolds itse lf the 
view to the eastern wall of the Royal Castle on Wawel Hill. 

A stronghold of the Vislane tribe existed on Wawel Hill at least from the 8th 
century. Beginning with the 10th century it was one of the duke's residences and 
from the year 1000 it became the permanent seat of Cracow bishops. From the 1 Ith 
century .came into ex istence a complex of sacral and secular stone bUildings of a 
defensive character, developed during the Gothic epoch (J4th century) and the 
Renaissance epoch (J6th century) and remode led during the Baroque epoch. 

In Wawel vaults are the tombs of Polish kings and merito rious Poles. 
It is worth while in connection with Wawel Castl e to devote a few words to the 

most outstanding of Polish sovereigns, Casimir the Great (1310- 1370). 
jews also cberisbed bis memory, because be bad granted tbem many privileges 

(1364, 1367), considering tbem to be a IIseJul Jactor speeding up tbe development oj 
towns and tbe commodity and Jinancial economy. 

MallY true and untrue stories were spread about bim as is tbe rule witb eacb 
outstanding man One oj /bem, wbicb people tkink t!),plains bis well·disposed 
allitude towardsj ews, mentions tbe King 's love f or Estber - tbe beautifUl daugbter oj 
a tailor Jrom Opoczno. It is said tbat Casimir built Jor ber a palace in lobzowo, 
situated in the v icinity of Cracow ( mentioned 100 are castles;11 Bochotnica and t1l 

Niepolomice). 
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He was a/so supposed to baIJe supported alld perlllilled to brillg up illtbeJewisb faitb 
children burn as a reStll1 of Ibis re/ationsbip. including SOilS, whom he did 110/ balle' 

frum his legal marriage. Esther's bouse in Kazimierz (some maintain eI1elllU'o) was 
supposed fo ha!'e beeN in Kazimierz all 46, Krakowska Street. Peuple also mentiOIl 
an undergrollnd corridor which connected it urilh Wawel Castle. One of (be l'isible 
signs 0/ Ibis legend is tbe fael thaI one of tbf! streets in Kazimierz was named t:stber's 
Street. 

Wawel was for jeU's tUI important place. Thuugh kings wielded pouler Ol fer jeu's in 
all indirect way, through the intermediary uf lJuil'ods, Ilel 1ertheJess in tbe case of 
important maller:,~ stich as con/irmatiull of gelleral pril'ileges or tbe necessity to 
interFelle ill suddell cases, itwish delegati()n!)~ u'ent direct(y to tbe king. 

From Wawel Hill we walk to Stradom Street. 

Stradom was until 1800 a settlement separated from Cracuw, though it came 
under the Cracow municipal council. Later, jointly with Kazimierz and other suburbs 
it was swallowed up by Cracow. Jell 's bega" to sellte at Stradolll Street on!y in tbe 
mid· 19tb century. Earlier tbeyhad bee" forbidden to do so by tbe authorilies oj Free 
Cracuu ' (IHI5-1846); exceptions existed only for those persons u·bo became 
assimilated. During the COllrse uf tbe second halj uf tbe 19th century the number of 
Jeu ·s Ul'ing tbere increased qUite rapid(V. 
At No. 18 sLOod the house of Salomon Deiches, vice·chairman of the New ReligiOUS 
Community Council , elected for the first time in 1870. The house at No. 22 
belonged LO the Gump10wicz family. 

The last house on that street (No. 26) belonged to Marcin Feintuch, 
the protoplast of the Polonized family of the Szarskis (owners of the Gray 
burghers house on the Market Square of Cracow) and the Zawiejskis. 

During tbe period between the two world wars Stradom was already 
almost exclusi/Jely Jewish and had a typically commercial character. 
Worth mentioning, too, is the fact that at No. 10 was a Secondary 
Commercial School in the 1930s. Its director was Samuel Standing, a 
philologist, Zionist activist and journalist. Murdered in Lw6w in 1942. 

Stradom Street ends at the intersection with Dietl Street. 

The lalter was laid out at the site of the river·bed of the Old Vistula, which had been 
filled up in the years 1877-1880, and it owes its name to the outstanding mayor of 
Cracow, who was the initiator of this undertaking. Tkanks to this, health conditions 
markedly improved in this area, and the city gained new building Sites, where soon 
up·to·date bUildings arose. The Jewish population, which occupied most of this 
" new world", as one cuuld, without exaggeratiun call this terrain in <.:omparison with 
the narrow nooks and corners of the old Kazimierz, took an a<.:tive part in the 
building movement. Dietl Street with a wide belt of verdure between two roadways 
(a tram line was built only in 1%9) was of a genUinely "European" urban design. 
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D1ETLA - STRADOMSKA - KRAKOWSKA - WOLNICA 
SQUARE KRAKOWSKA - SKAWINSKA - WOLNICA 
SQUAl,{E BOCHENSKA - BOZEGO ClAtA - JOZEFA -
W~SKA - SZEROKA - CIEMNA - lZAAKA - KUPA - NOWY 
SQUARE - ESTERY - MIODOWA - PODBRZEZI E -
BRZOZOWA - MIODOWA - STAROWISLNA - MIODOWA. 

I . Tall synagllgue 
2. O ld synagogue 
.~. Puper svn:lguguc 
I. Ih:muh S\'lugugue and o ld cem etery 
~ . Ajz\'k synagugue 
6. Kupa ~\'nag()gue 
- . :'\o\\'y Squa re 
H. Ilelnlidrash Ilnej Euuna 
9. I{(' fo rmed ,ynagoguc 

10. Ilchrcw g\'mnasiulll 
I I. i\'e\\' c<: llletery 
12. \'\Io ln ica Square 



Crossing the intcr~ect i on at Dietl Street and walking on along Stradom 
and Krakowska streets, we eiller Kazimicrz. 

Ik •. :all ing \\ h:tt \\'t' ~a id before un the ~ubjl'Cl of rhc Old Vi!'!lula it will he eas ier to 
untiL'r:-.tand lhL' b e l Ihal Kaz imi erz was actua ll y an island ..... urrou nti t..'ti by the \V~lI e rs 
ti l' IhL' Vi., tul :1 and ib arms. The town was established in 15 :~5 by Ca:-.iIII H' the Great 
(\\ 110 g:l\ l' it hb n~lnl(:) on the si te of an already t..'xbl ing :-'l'nll'm ent. 

Til L' t)\lT\\hl'l ming p art of Kazim ierz belonged to ChrbthJn . l e\V~. w ho most 
prt)h:tb l ~ \\ c rt..' here :lIready in rh e 14th <.:cntury. and a IargL' r number o f th em who 
arri"ed at tl1<' l"lld "fthe 15th century occupied " nly one ,ixth " fit. The,' de"doped 
Llrge ... calc L'collomit' at'tiv ity in Christian Kazimic rz on ly afll'r 1776. when thl' 
.\1L'rchant .... · Gulid .... UClTS:-.fu ll y drove them out ofCracl)w. Ik:ginning with I H 18 they 
n)uld alrL'ad\ \\ il hl)lIl all\' o bstac les seule ()I"l thL' tl.' ITil()I'\' ()flll L' w h( )IL' ofK=-lzimk:rz, 
J)uring l ih.' l;Hlr ... e urlhe '19th and til e first d ecad e .... () rth~' 20th centuries K~lzimie rz 
bl'C ll1lL' Ir:II1 ... lormcd, ~\ith .... mall exeption:-" int o a typically.ll.'wish district. 

\X 'alking al(Jng Krakowska Street in the direction of Wolnica Square, 
we th erdore pa~s onll' houses purchased hy Jews. One of the most 
magnificent of them is at No. 13, wi th a eo Classical facade, which 
alrealh' at the end of the 19th century helonged to the bmi ly of the 
Sussers. At the gt"oundOoor was during the period hetween the two world 
\\ ':..trs Th (} rll '~ rL·:-, l allr~ll l. 

\X 'e retch \'i/o lnica square \\'h iL"h was the market sq uctre of Kazimierz. 
Con sidercthl ,· cu t down in size it had o nce matched the Cracow square. At 
an,· rat e it~ d es ign WctS similar: w ith the Town Hall in th e cen ter and the 
church situa led in one o f th e corners. which reminded one of the wa" th e 
Church of th e Virgin ,\\an' has b een p laced in Craw",. The Ka7.in~ierz 
Town II :tll h from the 14 th century. In 1830 a state primary school for 
Jewish children \\a~ "pened th ere. ",hich in 1837 was turn ed into an 
industrial :tnd conllnercbl school. l 'nfortunateh' a bas reli e f on this 
huilding. I'n:sellting "Casimir the Great rel'eil'ing the .1 e,,·s in J>o l:.tnd·· 
dOl"~ not IOllger l"xhl. It was executed Iw Henryk Hochman during the 
int er war ve: tr.'. and was destrm'ed by the Germans during the occupation 
in 1939- 194'5. Th e Town Hall houses today the Ethnographic ~Iuseum . 

Not far from there, going along Krakowska Street to\\'ards the \'iSlula , 
we reach Skawiliska Street which is the prolongation of what marked in 
the pastth l ' southern edge of the Kazimier/. mctrket square. In the corner 
huildings (2, Skawinska and 45, Krakowska streets ) is th e secH of th e 
Congregation of the Judaic Faith in Cran)w. This huilding \\'as erel·ted ill 
1911 ctc,'ording ttl a design hy Herman I.amensdorf. 

During the inteT" \\;11" period it was used not only by thL' COllllllunity, but :tI ... o by 
.... c\cra l utill:r in ... [it lltion~, I n th e groundfl uor \\':.1 .... til l.' Jutlaic Lihrary. named Et.r:1. 
founLlt..,t! 111 IH99 hy a group of per"on ..... h~atl l'd hy Dr, Ozja!'tz ThOll . During Ihl' 
;o,L'(.'ond \\ orld \\ 'ar th~ l'ollecliun of book..; of til L" libr:lry \\,:1'" "'c llI l"n:u , On thL" fir..,! 
!loor of till.' huilding \\('fL' the ()ffj(.'L"~ o f the COllllllunit y buard, and o n th L' !'!t:."c()nd 
a large n .. 'prl''''l'nutin: roolll for ml'l: l ing~ and thl" ~lrd"li\'L' '''' , Onl' ofthL" rarl' \'O llllllL'~ 
in thl.· ... L" :lrchi\ l.'" \\:1'" tile 14th c..Tntury hand writtl.'1l Ilcbrew illulllin:lI cti Bibll' (it i .... 
nO\\ in hral"l). Thl' brgl'r pan of thL' bu ilding b nO\\ (>l'cupicd hy II'll' C lo thing 
Co()pl'r: lt iH' "Pukbm", Thl' board nf the Cracow COllgf"eg:.lli oll of til e Judaic Faith 
ul'l_upk:"l on l~ p:lrt (t!" tilt..' room!'! on the !'Il'l'ond il(H )!". In addition I t) o ffi ces then: arc: 

a kit chen and dining ruOll1 , gllarant l.'ci ng ko"hc f ml':!b fur till" 1llt:' lllhers of thL' 
C()l1grcg:'lti(JI'l . 

At No.8 :Hlhat ~treel was in the "ears 1822-1939 Szpitallzraelski (the 
Jewish Hospital). A genera l ()verhau l of the first huilding of this hospital 
took p1:tce in c 1861-1866 ()n the hasis ofa design Iw Antoni Stacherski 
( init ictl or of t hl' hui Iding wasJozef Oettinger l: it n() longer exists IOday in 
its hann()niou~. Ne() Classica l Ii)flll . The intensive de'-clopment of the 
hospital to()k p lace during the inter·war vears. Supplied with up to·dat e 
equipmcnt the h ()~p ital had abo " en ' good personnel. At that time 
worked Ihere Maksymilian Blassherg and Julian Aleksandruwicz 



internists; Adolf Schwarzbart - laryngologist (author of many scient ific 
works, printed in leading medical periodicals abroad); Marcel Spitzer -
roentgenologist (author of a work on the subject of cancer, awarded the 
J6zef Pilsudski Prize) and Bernard Bornstein - neurologist. During World 
War II the majoriry of the personnel of this hospital continues to work in 
the health service in the ghetto and in the Plaszowcamp. Since the end of 
the war the hospital is used by the municipal health service. 

We leave Skawinska Street and return to Wolnica square, to reach 
from its southern side Bochenska Street. At No.4 of that street stands a 
building erected according to an unknown design, which housed the Bet 
Midrash Sherit Bne Emunah where devout jews of Kazimierz used to 
assemble. The building was deserted for many years, but recently it has 
been renovated and handed over for use to the House of Cu lture. 

There is sti ll one place on that street to which one should pay some 
attention: the building at No.7, which from 1926 till 1939 housed the 
jewish Theater in Cracow. 

It was establ ished to a considerable extent thanks to Cracow activists of 
the "Blind" and friends of the jewish theater (Mojzesz Kanfer, Abraham 
Seinfe1d, Fryderyk Freund, Maurycy Fiszer), and also two poets: 
Mordechaj Gebirtig and Ber Horowitz. For the inauguration (October 
13, 1926) was presented Alter Kacyzne's play "The Duke", directed by 
jonasz Turkow, actor and theater director, brought over to Cracow from 
Warsaw. On the stage of the theater at Bochenska Street guest 
performances were given by outstanding actors and the best theater 
troupes of those years. The Wilno troupe played "Dybbuk" there and 
An·ski's "Day and Night" and Arcybaszaw's "jealousy". The following 
actors played there: the famous Ida Kaminska, the Turkows, Szymon 
Dzigan and Izrael Schumacher. In addition the theater had its permanent 
group of actors, thanks to whom it could for thirteen years in successio n 
amuse and teach its audience, drawing from the abundant resources of 
jewish literature. From 1945 the theater at Bochenska Street is in the 
hands of the amateur theater of railwaymen. 

Leaving Bochenska Street we pass along the eastern edge of Wolnica 
square, to its corner where it touches on Bozego Ciala and Sw. 
Wawrzynca (St. Lawrence) streets. Here stands the Gothic Bozego Ciala 
(Corpus Christi) Church and monastery buildings, also along jozefa 
Street. We reach it, continuing to walk several score meters along Bozego 
Ciala Street. 

J6zefa Street was the principal route connecting the Christian with the Jewish 
Kazimierz. It got its name in commemoration of the stay in Kazimierz of Joseph II, 
emperor of Austria in Kazimierz. Before that it had the name Sukiennicza and 
afterwards Zydowska. The beginning of this street, from Krakowska Street to the 
intersection with Botego Ciala Street did not belong to the Jewish town. It started 
only from this intersection, and it should be stressed, that this is true only of the 
t 7th century. That was when the area from the northern side of J6zefa and Jakuba 
strects to Bozego Ciala streets were included in the Jewish town. 

At the right side of J6zefa Street stand o ld monastery buildings ( Nos. 9 
and 11), which housed the parish school, conducted by the fathers ofthe 
Corpus Christi Order. Jews, who wanted to pass along this way to the 
Christian part of the town or to Cracow, were in the 16th and 17th 
centuries compelled to pay a certain sum to the school and in addition to 
give the customary " kozubalec" (a payment for a bas)<et with goods taken 
across) for the school youth, which at any rate was the mqst frequent 
cause of noisy street scenes. 

The realjewish town began at the crossing of j6zefa andjakuba streets. 
In place of today's house at No. 36 stood still at the end of the 19th 
century a Renaissance house, erected in 1536 by Giovanni Cini of Siena 
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and Philip of Fiesole for Jonasz, son of Abraham and which at the turn of 
the 16th century belonged to the rich Jew Felix. In 1790 it belonged to 
Eljasz Herszlowicz and the income from it served to support the Tall 
Synagogue (Ner Tamid·Eternal Light). 

Among the variety of persons who lived in this place at the turn of the 18th 
century should be mentioned: Lipman Krengel, the grandfather of Emanuel 
Krengel, author of the biographical dictionary Shem Ha·geddim Ha·shalem 

Close to this house wqs the gate, leading to the Jewish town, watched day and 
night by guards (shomre ha·shaar), who controlled all those who entered the town. 
"Those guards had a difficultjoh ... hut thejewish community also had trouble with 
them, since they skinned jewish merchants from other towns and in addition they 
shut the gate to wedding panies and forced them to pay high fees for letting the 
bridegroom with the groomsmen and family into the town. In order to avoid this the 
kahal in its statutes of 1595 established fixed rates to be demanded by the guards of 
the gates from the bridegroom of another town on the day of the wedding. 

Behind the gate stood one of the oldest synagogues of this district. It 
exists ro this day. It now houses a Historical Monuments Restoration 
Workshop. We have in mind here the Tall Synagogue, at No. 38. It was 
built between 1556 and 1563. It is not known whether this was a private 
foundation or whether the Community founded it. Its name comes from 
the large prayer room on the first floor. The groundfloor was occupied by 
shops (today store·rooms), and one reached the prayer room over the 
staircase from the neighboring house (No. 40). 

One finds the closest example of a similar architectural solution in Prague. That 
building which is also called the Tall Synagogue was built in 1568 close to the 
Jewish Town Hall and served first as a prayer house for the members of the Prague 
kahal. 

During the Nazi occupation of 1939-1945 the synagogue was completely looted 
of all its valuable objects of cult. The building fell into disrepair over the course of 
many years, also after the end of the Second World War. In 1966 it was rebuilt and 
adapted to the needs of the Historical Monuments Restoration Workshop. 

In the vestibule of No. 40, close to the staircase leading to the first 
floor, has been placed a restored, Late Renaissance charity box, which to 
begin with was at the western side of the wall, inside the prayer house. 
From the first floor of this house one enters the former porch of the 
synagogue and from there the prayer house. This room was covered by a 
typical Renaissance barrel vault with lunettes, adorned, as well as the 
walls with stucco decorations. The former interior exists no longer. A 
modest remainder is only the well preserved aron ha·kodesh at the 
eastern wall, near the entrance to the large room. There is no dais in front 
of it, nor are there any wooden, carved or polychromed doors, closing the 
repository for the scrolls of the Torah (on which there were the Signatures 
of the executors: Zelman and Chaim, sons of Aron). Of the former wall 
paintings conservators managed to save only a detail of a 19th-century 
wall-painting, preserved between the windows of the southern wall. 
These are colorful Hebrew inscriptions, among which is the characteristic 
verse from the "Genesis" (28;17): How dreadful is this place! This is none 
other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. Concealed in 
this verse is a chronogram, revealing the date of the painting and 
recalling the fact that tbe Tall Synagogue was thoroughly renovated in 
1863. 

The next interesting object at this street is No. 42, a one-floor building, 
which from the beginning of the 19th century was the seat of the bet 
midrash Kovea ltim ITorah. On the facade of the building is the Hebrew 
name of the brotherhood in charge of the prayer house and two Stars of 
David carry Hebrew dates: of foundation (1810) and renovation (1912). 
At present this is a dwelling hou·se. 
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The Tall Synagogue 

_ Houses with odd numbers at the end of J6zefa Street, have been torn 
down (with the exception of the building at W~ska Street) at the 
beginning of the 1970s. They made up a characteristic funnel-shaped exit 
of J6zefa Street in the direaion of the Old Synagogue, where they turned 
to the right to what was called Baw61 Square. In the last house at J6zefa 
Street (No. 33) was the oldest Hasidic Jewish prayer house in the town, 
founded in 1815 (sic!) by Kalman Epstein, named after his son Aron - the 
Reb Aron Klaus 

09 The exit from Szeroka Street is closed by the Old Synagogue. We 
turn left and enter Szeroka Street. 

Szeroka Street was until the 18th century called High Street (in Yiddish 
Hoykhegass) and is actually an extensive square shaped like a rectangle, closed by 
the Old Synagogue at the southern edge and by what is called "the house of the 
]ordans" at the northern edge. The longer sides of this rectangle are the eastern and 
western sides of the street, lined by serried ranks of buildings. An exception is here 
the western side from Miodowa Street, where rises the stone wall su rrounding the 
Remuh Synagogue and the old]ewish cemetery. 
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I'm -eemuries Szeroka Street served as the central square of {he former Jewish 
IDwn_.During the period between the two world wars and the first years after World 
War" it was one of the busiest Widing places for junk-dealers in Cracow_ 

At Szeroka Street are the most precious Jewish historic monuments in 
Cracow: the Remuh Synagogue, the old Jewish cemetery and the Old 
Synagogue, which houses at present a museum devoted to Jewish culture. 

Let us first have a look at the Old Synagogue. 
It was built in the second halfofthe 15th century. Up to the mid-16th century it 

was made up of the main hall and several ground-floor annexes: the porch from the 
north-western side, the kahal and ancillary rooms from the western side and a small 
building, adjoining the main hall from the southern side. 

After a fire in 1557 it was rebuilt by the architect Mateo Gucci. Reconstruction 
work came to an end only in 1570, when the building received Renaissance interior 
decoration and its solid external form was shaped in accordance with the spirit of 
the time, when it was important for buildings to have atticS, protecting the roof 
against fire. In the second half of the 16th or at the beginning of the 17th century 
was still added a prayer house for women (along the entire northern wall of the 
synagogue). In the 17th and 18th century the Old Synagogue became the subject of 
much remodeling and variOl~' repairs and overhaul. It was also remodeled and 
renovated in the 19th century. During an overhaul in 1860 the interior of the Old 
Synagogue received new wall paintings, details of which have been preserved to 
this day. The shape of roofs over various parts of the synagogue was changed in 
1888, and two entries from Szeroka Street to the women's section were given 
Gothic ponals. The Old Synagogue was remodeled again at the beginning of the 
20th century - first in 1904 and next in 1913 according to deSigns by Zygmunt 
Hendel, a famous Cracow architect. As a result of reshaping work, conducted at that 
time the body of the building as well as its surroundings underwent changes. 
According to designs from that periotl the level ofthe terrain around the synagogue 
was in 1923 lowered to that of the 15th century. That same year the synagogue 
Board carried out still another intention, namely the remodeling of porches of the 
frontal annex. The remodeled rooms housed a small museum, where until 1939 
were kept histOrical objects of religious cult and documents. 

In September 1939 the Germans turned the Old Synagogue into a StOre house. 
Historical relics were confiscated by S5-men in December 1939. Later the store 
house was closed down and the building was looted, all metal and wooden details 
were taken away. 

An act of German vandalism was the purposeful , vicious removal: from this 
beautiful , histOriC building ... of its GOthic vaulting, as well as both columns and to 
leave this demolished architectural relic to become the viclim of the antics of mobs, 
people who turned this sanctuary of religiOUS cult and magnificent monument .of 
culture into a latrine. 

1. ., _ 

The Old Synagogue 
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After the war, in years 1956-1959, the Old Synagogue was rebuilt on the basis of 
documentation, prepared by]. Jamroz and J. Ptal<. The conception of the designers 
provided for the reconstruction of the object in a Gothic-Renaissance style, as it had 
been given to it in the 16th century by Mateo' Gucci, at the same time fully 
respecting the characteristic layers of styles of later epochs. Thanks to the excellent 
quality of building work conducted at that time, and above all the precise 
reconstruction of stone and metal architectural details (which apparently had been 
destroyed for ever), the Old Synagogue regained its former brilliance. Still during 
Ihe course of work, on January 13, 1958, the building was destined to serve as a 
Museum of the History and Culture of Jews, as a branch of the Cracow History 
Museum. The Old Synagogue performs this function at present, too. A permanent 
exhibition has been arranged here, presenting pan of the Judaic collections, which 
the Museum has been gathering since 1958. . 

On display are today in the ground-floor building historic craft objects, which had 
in the past been used during religiOUS ceremonies in synagogues and at homes, and 
also paintings and graphic an, illustrating Jewish customs. 

In the rooms at the first floor, atop the synagogue porch, is an 
exposition, p~senting the Jewish district in Kazimierz in the 19th and 
20th centuries and the fate of Cracow Jews during the period of the Nazi 
occupation in 1939-1945. 

But it is not the exhibits which make the biggest impression when one 
enters the Old Synagogue. What is striking above all is the beauty of the 
architecture of the high hall covered with late Gothic sexpartite vault 
ribbing, supported by two slender columns, between which arises the 
open-work structure of the bimah. At the eastern side is the aron ha­
kodesh, framed by a Late Renaissance stone portal, topped by a plaque ' 
with the image of a crown and the. following Hebrew inscription below: 
"By me kings reign". (Proverbs 8,15). The Old Synagogue has a two-nave 
system, typical of medieval synagogues, which indicates close kinship 
with synagogues built earlier in Worms (1034), Regensburg (in the 12th 
century, destroyed in 1519), Prague (the tum of the 13th century) and in 
Eger (1375, after 1430 turned into a church). 

Synagogue relics from the collection of the Museum are on display in 
the southern annex of the Old Synagogue. These are the scrolls of the 
Torah jointly with the fabrics and silver, serving as its decoration: crowns, 
breastplates, rimmonim and various specimens oj the yadaim In addition 
to this are also displayed such liturgical objects as tallitim and teJJilin. An 
exhibition in the extensive nothern women's section illustrates the most 
important Jewish holidays and ceremonies, those which are of a cyclical 
nature in the calendar, as well as those which are connected with the 
most important turning points in the life of every human being. 

To the most interesting objects connected with Sabbath ceremonies 
belong spice boxes (hadas li-vsamim). Usually these are silver containers, 
most frequently in the shape of several segments of small towers, 
decorated with tiny bells and small flags. 

A very large collection of most original dishes and utensils is connected 
with Pesah (Passover). Most characteristic are above all porcelain and 
faience plates with six hollows for seder dishes and embroidered small 
bags with three pockets, into which matzot are slipped. In place of the 
above-mentioned plates was also used a combination oj a plate and 
matzah bag. In addition to examples of such kinds of dishes are on 
display in this exhibition also decorative seder plates, made of silver and 
adorned with artistic scenes, connected with these holiday traditions. 

Among the remaining objects in this exhibition are on display: 
shofarot, the sound of which announces Yamin Nora'im (High Holy 
Days) and boxes for an etrog, brought to the synagogue together with a 
bouquet of lulav during the Sukkot holidays; Hanukkah candle-holders 
and oil lamps, illuminated Megillat Ester parchment scrolls, contained in 
silver, solid or open-work containers of a cylindrical shape, and also 
mezuzah cases. 
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In the first exhibition hall on the first floor of the Old Synagogue is an 
exposition, devoted to the jewish district of Kazimierz. The pictures and 
photographs on display there are an artistic vision and documentation of 
the world of Cracow Jews, that is no more. In the last exposition hall are 
. exhibits, devoted to the extermination of Cracow Jews in the years of the 
Nazi occupation in 1939-1946. This tragic period in the history ofJews is 
shown here mainly with the heIp of documentary photographs and 
German instructions, kept in the collections of the Museum and related to 
the Jewish pcipulation. Such instructions were published from September 
1939, they constitute a very precise record ofthe successive stages in the 
annihilation ofJews in Cracow and the entire General Government. The 
exhibition 'also displays artistic works, reminiscences of occupation 
experiences. Shown is here a collage by]onasz Stern, the well-known 
Cracow artist, entitled "Humiliation" as well as a sculpture by Danuta 
l.askawska from Cracow, called by the author: "In commemoration of 
Polish]ews". 

The Old Synagogue was not only the center of Jewish religiOUS life but also a 
center ofthe kahal authorities of rabbis and seniors of the Jewish town. "Wedding 
ceremonies were performed in its courtyard and orders given by kings, voivods and 
kahal seniors were read on its bimah, also curses were cast there against recalcitrant 
citizens. The community gathered here in times of weal and woe and from there 
they sent their prayers to the Lord, when the plague was approaching or when 
drought threatened to cause bad crops and hunger". Tadeusz Kosciuszko, the leader 
of the 1794 Insurrection, addressed the Jews from the bimah of this synagogue, 
calling of them actively to suppon the rising against the panitioning powers in 1794. 
Patrioti<; speeches addressed to Jews were also delivered there by Maurycy 
Krzepicki, of the Onhodox Jewish Committee (1846) and 'Rabbi Ber Meisels, the 
famous Cracow and Warsaw rabbi (1848). 

The tradition that imponant persons paid a visit to this synagogue, was also kept 
up during the interwar period. Thus, in 1931 Cracow Jews received there Ignacy. 
Moscicki, the President of the Republic. 

There exist many old folk legends about the Old Synagogue. One legend reJers to 
tbe old age oj tbe building, according to wbicb Jews received permission 10 erect it 
Jrom King Casimir tbe Great, wbo in addition Offered swords to tbe synagogue, so 
tbattbey may be recast as candlebolders. In order to sbow their gratitude for the gift 
and not offend the pride of the sovereign, tbeJews bung up the swords for some time 
inside tbe synagogue. Tbey did so despite tbe facttbat tbese sWords were adorned 
witb angels wbicb means tbat they did not take into consideration Jewisb tradition. 

One oj tbe traditions oj tbe Old Synagogue was an original ceremony on simbat 
Torab. In tbe 18tb century, precisely on tbat boliday, wben all Jews bad gatbered in 
synagogues, Cracow students Jorced tbeir way into tbe town, shrouded in darkness, 
most probably boping to obtain ransom Tbe students stormed tbe Old Synagogue at 
the very moment when tbe Jews for the fourth time had circled round the bimab witb 
tbe Torab. Tbe ceremony was interrupted and theJews hurriedly passed tbe scrolls to 
eacb otber, in order to bide them in tbe boly ark. Unfortunately it is not known bow 
tbis incident ended Perbaps, as legend bas it, tbere were some contributions made, 
because a babit bad been establisbed in tbe Old Synagogue to interrupt tbe 
procession around tbe bimab on Simbat Torab in the middle oj tbe Jourtb 
enCirclement, after wbicb tbeJews usually sit in turned over bencbes, as is tEe use in 
time of mourning during tbe fast oj Tisb ab be-Av, and after tbe mourning prayers 
bave been said tbe ceremony continues. 

A more universal tradition, undoubtedly known in connection witb several 
synagogues, was tbe babit, introduced during evening prayers, testifying to strong 
ties connecting Jews witb tbe souls of tbeir dead ancestors. In tbis synagogue tbe 
sbammasb entered tbe bimab, turned to alltbe sides of tbe world, bowed and said in 
Yiddish: "Excuse me gentlemen ". These words were directed to tbe souls of the dead, 
who according to Jolk beliefs Jilled the synagogue aJter twilight. The sham mash 
asked them in this way to forgive the disturbance oj their peace and asked tbem 
temporarily to give way to the living persons and let them say tbeir prayers. 

After leaving the Old Synagogue let us also pay attention to its 
surroundings. The marble monument on the courtyard is to 
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commemorate the death of 30 Poles, shot in front of the synagogue by the 
Nazis in 1943. Behind the memorial is a reconstructed detail of the town 
walls surrounding Kazimierz, permitting to imagine where the Old 
Synagogue was placed inside the medieval town. Behind the wall, though 
the exact site is unknown, was the first Jewish cemetery of Kazimierz. 

The house at No. 22, where one floor had been added in the 19th 
century, are the remnants of much more densely built up terrains. In the 
17th and 18th centuries they belonged to the Jekeles family. One of 
them, namely Mojiesz Jekeles, brother of the better known Izaak (called 
the "rich" one, who was the founder of a large synagogue, named after 
him Ajzyk's synagogue), set up a small prayer house here for his son-in-

. low, Rabbi Natan Nata Spira. Rabbi Spira was more inclined to studies of 
the mystical Kabbalah and he taught in this spirit in his prayer-house. He 
presented his teachings also in the well-known work, the title of which, 
Megillab Amukot, was universally used. He was undoubtedly an 
outstanding personaliry, since the Community entrusted him with the 
function of rector of the local yeshivah (in the years 1617-1633). The 
epitaph on the old cemetery also mentions the fact that Rabbi Spira was 
chairman of the rabbinical court in Cracow, though not all historians 
agree that this was so. 

Starting from the Old Synagogue we take a short walk along Szeroka 
Street, going first along houses on the right (eastern) side. 

Though these houses have to a considerable extent only a short history, 
nevertheless the foundations of most of them testify to their existence of 
several hundred years. 

The first three of them were built during the past few years, in place of 
completely neglected houses from the posrwar period. The house at No. 
18 was in the past called the rabbis' house, since at the end of the 18th 
century Rabbi lzaak Lewita lived there (chief rabbi of the Community 
and rector of the yeshivah in 1776-1799), and after him his son, Rabbi 
Hirsz David Lewita (chief rabbi of the Community in 1816-1832). both ' 
were fierce opponents of Hasidism, the best proof of which was the curse 
cast by Rabbi lzaak Lewita on Hasidim in 1786 and once again - in 1797. 

We pass the house at No. 17, supported by buttresses (from the 16th 
'century) and reach the gate of No. 16, inside which is the 17th century 
building of Bociana (Storch's) Synagogue. Being separated from Szeroka 
Street by a deep backyard, closed by a gate, it is better visible from the 
side of Dajwor Street, at which arises its eastern wall with rwo tall 
windows of the prayer house. 

This synagogue was erected in 1620 by Wolf Bocian, one of the richest merchants 
and financiers of that time. Unfortunately to our days have been preserved only the 
walls of this synagogue. After the end of World War II it remained deserted until 
1965. It is now used as a House ofeulture. Informalion ahoullhe no longer existing 
interior decoration of the object can only be found in prewar guidebooks of Jewish 
historical monuments of Cracow, written by M Balaban and Ozjasz Mahler. 

In the western side of the building was a vestibule and atop it a gallery for women. 
The walls and the barrel vault of the prayer house were decorated with wall 
paintings, the work of the artist Schonker. " The 17th-century bimah is a speCimen of 
beautifuL craftsmanship. The aron ha-kodesh has beautifUlly carved door-frames, 
made of oak", wrote O. Mahler. "On them we see woods, S1f!all houses and among 
them those four animals (lion, eagle, stag a"d panther), symbolizing man's skill and 
strength, whose aim is to reach God and achieve his perfection" - addes M. Balaban 
in his conclusion. 

The last of these buildings (No.6) at the side ofSzeroka Street, housed 
from the 16th century the community bath house and the mikveh. The 
bath house, was called the big one, to distinguish it from the small one, 
which was near Nowy Square. The tenant of this bath house was in 1806 
Jekele FeI<:zer, called Doctor, and he paid for it 831 Polish zloties 
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annually to the kahal treasury. An entrance ticket to the bath amounted at 
that time to three groszy, only from a fiancee, who went to the mikveh, the 
tenant took a fee in accordance with her dowry. Today, after thorough 
modernization and adaptation in the years 1974-1976, this buildin~ is 
being occupied by the Cracow branch of the Historical Monuments 
Restoration Workshop. Relics from the mikveh are kept in the basement 
ofthis object..The mikveh which is now in use is attached to the reformed 
synagogue (24, Miodowa Street). 

Houses at the northern edge of Szeroka Street were in the 17th century' 
six separate objects. At that time they belonged· to well-known and 
influential notables ofJewish life of the town. There lived i.a. RabbiJozue 
Heszel (chief rabbi of the Community and rector of the yeshivah in 
1654-1663) and the physician Samuel Kac from Padua, who was for many 
years in the first half of the 17th centuty senior of-the Kazimierz kahal. 

The Storch's (Bociana) Synagogue 
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The mikveh 

Three of the central tenement houses were in the 18th century turned 
into one house. At that time over a dozen families lived there. Beginning 
with the 19th century it was the property of the large and influential 
Landau family, whose representative was i.a. the lawyer Rafal Landau, the 
last chairman of the Cracow Jewish Community. 

Sometimes this burghers' house was called court of the Jordans and was 
connected with the knight Spytek of Melsztyn, but that was not correct. As recently 
conducted research revealed, the court of the Jordans was in another region of 
Kazimierz. Today's owner of this building is the Cracow branch of the Historical 
Monuments Restoration Workshop. 

Part of the northern section of Szeroka Street is a sma)) square with 
many trees. According to tradition (so far not confirmed by historians 
and above all not by archaeologists) this was the site of the oldest 
cemetery of Kazimierz Jews. At the northern edge of the present square 
stood in the 18th century a hospice for the poor, torn down at the 
beginning of the 19th century. That is known for sure. It is also true that 
the place, we are talking about, was until World War II surrounded by a 
tall wall. Were the dead also buried there? 

Real to some extent is also the legend, connected with this place and 
weddings on Fridays, which was binding in the one-time Jewish 
Kazimierz. In the 16th century, at the time of Rabbi Moj:l:esz Isserles, 
called Remuh, in a house situated on the site we have in mind, took place 
on a certain Friday the wedding of the daughter of the owner of this 
building. Entertainment, combined with music, lasted until the late 
evening hours, violating the sacred character of what was by then already 
Shabbat. Since the guests of the wedding party did not react to appeals to 
interrupt the amusement, people turned to the rabbi to intervene in a 
determined way. When his appeal also remained without effect, the 
angered rabbi cast a curse on the sinners, who - together with the entire 
house and all the posses ions - were swallowed by the earth. 

Connected with the afore-mentioned Rabbi Moj:l:esz Isserles is the 
Remuh Synagogue together with the old Jewish cemetery (40, Szeroka 
Street). 

The synagogue and cemetery cover only a small area, amounting to no 
more than 4.5 hectares (1 ha = 2.471 acres), situated between the streets: 

40 



Miodowa, Jakuba, Ciemna, its bystreet (the former Lewkowa · Street), 
running behind the houses lining Szeroka Street and finally Szeroka 
Street itself. 

This is a unique complex oj relics oj jewish architecture and sacral art, 
reaching back to the mitJ.16tb century and constituting today the very' 
center oj the religious lije oj Cracow jews. Divine service takes place there 
on Saturdays and High Holy Days, and the cemetery is visited by distant 
descendants oj the dead buried here and by piousjews, who want to pray 
at the graves oj famous Cracow rabbis. As was the case years ago, also 
today, the largest number oj pilgrims from distant parts of the entire 
world come to the old cemetery on the 18th oj Iyyar (April - May) - at the 
anniversary oj the death oj Rabbi Mojzesz Isserles (Remuh), the rabbi to 
whom most homage is paid. 

Visible from Szeroka Street is only the characteristic upper part of the 
synagogue with the semi-circular window at the eastern side and the low 
pyramid of the hip-roof. The lower part is hidden by the wall and gate 
(with the Hebrew inscription: "New Synagogue of the late Rabbi 
Remuh"), leading to a small internal backyard. Only after opening a 
wicket door, can one see the rather slender body of the synagogue and 
the lower, adjoining one-storey-high northern annex with a porch and 
auxiliary buildings. 

This synagogue, which after the Old Synagogue is the second in the Jewish town, 
was therefore at the beginning called the New Synagogue. It was erected in 1553 at 
the eastern edge of a building lot, bought at that time by the Jewish Community to 
layout a cemetery there. It was founded by Izrael ben J6zef (called Izrael Isserl), 
the grandson of Rabbi MoJtesz Auerbacb from Regensburg, and the father of Rabbi 
Mojtesz Isserles. Taking into account the rather small size of the building it 
probably served as a prayer house for a narrow group of family members and friends 
'if the founder. To begin with, the women's section was on the upper fl09r of the 
synagogue. At present it is on the ground floor and was built at the beginning of the 
19th century. 

In 1933 the synagogue was subjected to through renovation. Work was directed 
by the architect Hennan Gutman. He changed the roof, covering the building, into a 
hip roof, proVided the interior of the prayer house with a sham barrel arch and 
modernized the nonhern annexes. 

The entrance to the Remuh Synagogue 
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During the Nazi occupation the synagogue was looted, all liturgical objects were 
taken away, together with the entire furnishings of its interior. After the end of the 
war it was for some time used by the fire brigade. After 1957 it was reconstructed, 
together with the cemetery and other historic monuments of Jewish culture in 
Cracow. The reconstruction was financed by the Joint and Cracow authorities. 
Commissioned by the Jewish Religious community the architect Stefan 
Swiszczowski directed the rebuilding of the synagogue. The state in which the 
building is today is mainly due to the postwar reconstruaion, during wich efforts 
were made to restore the former silhouette of the synagogue and the Late Baroque 
interior decoration. 

In the vestibule is simple, up-to-date furniture: a table, bench, 
bookshelf for prayer books and volumes with codes. Mounted on the wall 
of the vestibule is a plaque, commemorating the anniversaries of the 
death of members of the congregation. On the door jamb, leading to the 
prayer house is a stone money-box for alms with the Hebrew inscription: 
"gold, and silver, and brass" (Exodus 35, 5) and an inscription, in 
commemoration of Rabbi Remuh. The central part of the prayer house 
under its vaulting is occupied by the bimah, placed on a low dais, 
sur~ounded by na open-work, wrought-iron grating, which is a copy of the 
grating, destroyed during World War II. The carved, two-wing door of the 
bimah has been taken to another synagogue, probably outside of Cracow. 

The Baroque, symetrically distributed decoration of the door from the 
early 18th century, presents at the external side a jug, with a luxuriant 
tangle of branches with leaves, flowers and fruit, and at the inner side are 
three vertical fields - a basket with flowers and fruit, a couple of jugs, 
standing on bowls and a menorah with burning candles and a crown atop. 
At the eastern wall is the Aron ha-kodesh, closed by an Art Nouveau door, 
covered with a curtain with lambrequin. As a frame for the Aron ha­
kodesh serves a stone portal with double pilasters at the sides, the 
capitals of which are supported by interrupted moulding inscriptions: 
"Look down Jrom thy holy habitation, Jrom heaven, and bless the people 
Israel" (Deuteronomy 26, 15) and "By me kings reign" (proverbs 8, 15), 
the overdoor is crowned with a bas relief with tablets of the Decalogue. 
On the outer pilaster at the left side of the Aron ha-kodesh hangs a small 
case for the eternal light (Ner Tamid) with the inscription: "Eternal light 
Jor the soul oj the blessed memory oj Rabbi Remuh". At the right side of 
the Aron ha-kodesh, atop a row of chairs, standing at the eastern wall, has 
been mounted a plaque (partly reconstructed) with the following text: 
"We assume that the late Rabbi Remuh has been standing here, saying his 
prayers and telling the Eternal about his sorrows'~ Traditionally, one of 
the chairs beneath this wall remains empry during religious service. 

Atretion should be drawn to still another text in this synagogue. It has 
been engraved on an inconspicuous tablet, mounted on the southern 
wall and reads: "Reb Israe~ son oj the late l6zeJ whom the Eternal gave 
strength to worshIp Him and in commemoration oj his wlje, Maika, 
daughter oj Eleazar, may her soul be bound to hje, and who used her 
legacy to build this synagogue as a House oj God. May the Lord award 
Israel". In the Hebrew text of the inscription is the date, indicating when 
the synagogue was founded - 1553. 

The whitewashed walls of the prayer house are in principle deprived of 
any decorations. An exception are only the 20th-century wall paintings, 
atop the arcaded gallery tor women. They are composed in the form of 
three small rectangular plaquettes, presenting: the Wailing Wall, the grave 
of Rachel , the first mother, and Noah's Ark. The entire, rather small and 
intimate interior is furnished with benches and book-rests, placed in 
several rows at both sides of the bimah and single rows along the walls. 

Directly behind the synagogue is the area of the old cemetery of the 
Cracow Jewish Communiry. From the small internal square in front of the 
synagoge leads a small gate through the wall of the cemetery. A tablet 
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atop this small gate informs that "this is the 'old cemetery, the place of 
eternal rest of ga'ons, founded by the kahal in 5331 '; i.e. 1551 AD. 

In Poland have been preserved only very few relics ofjewish sepulchral art, older 
than those of the Cracow cemetery. To these belong relics from the turn ofthe 12th 
century in Wroclaw, and also tombsrones from the 1540s at the Lublin cemetery, laid 
out in 1540, i.e. eleven years before the Cracow necropolis. 

The old cemetery was closed in 1800. Despite the fact, that since that 
time existed already the new cemetery, situated outside built up areas of 
Kazimierz at that time, nevertheless the dead were still - though 
sporadically - buried at the old cemetery before the end of the first half of 
the 19th century. Thus, Abraham Chaim, son of Rabbi Ber Meisels, first 
Cracow and later Warsaw rabbi, was buried at the old cemetery in 1843. 
during the period of the free City of Cracow (1816-1846) it was planned 
to reduce the area of the cemetery to be used for new municipal 
investment projects, but fortunately - due to the determined opposition 
of the afore-mentioned Rabbi Ber Meisels - this idea was not put into 
practice. This was true above all of the tombstones of outstanding 
personalities. But despite this care it was in the 1930s in a rather bad 
state. During the period of the Nazi occupation the cemetery was finally 
ruined: the tombstones were shattered, the cemetery wall taken down. 
The area, devastated in such a way, became a dumping ground. After the 
end of the war, there remained at the cemetety no more than over a 
dozen tombstones, also including the tombstones of Rabbi Mojzesz 
Isserles. In the 1940s the Jewish Community still had a number of new 
monuments made, to replace the destroyed old tombstones of well­
-known Cracow rabbis. Archaeological excavations were conducted on 
the cemetery in 1959. At that time hundreds of stone tombstones and 
their bits and pieces were found. As a result of this undertaking over 700 
tombstones were erected anew. Many of the shattered details, which 
could not be used for reconstruction were walled up in the internal wall 
of the cemetery enclosure from the side of Szeroka Street. It should be 
clearly stressed that.the overwhelming majority of the tombstones are not 
standing on their former place. For this reason, and also for some other 
reasons, mainly connected with conservation, this historic monument 
should be considered a Jewish collection of stones and stone fragments 
rather than a cemetery sensu stricto. 

Generally speaking, one could divide the cemetery area into three 
sectors: 

Sector I - beginning at the entrance, made up of the ten first rows 

Sector II - made up of nine of the next rows, running from the western 
wall of the synagogue up to the middle of the cemetery in 
the direction of the Street 

Sector III - including the remaining rows, characterized by the fact that 
these tombstones face the west, i.e. the oppOsite direction 
then tombstones in sectors I and II 

In sector II, in the south-eastern part of the cemetery is a fair-sized hill , 
towering some 4.5 meters over the remaining part of the terrain, which is 
completely deprived of any tombstones. At the foot of this hill and in the 
neighborhood of the western wall of the synagogue is the largest group of 
the oldest tombstones, from the second h;ill' of the 16th century. In 
addition tombstones from the 16th c~ntury can be found in the 
remaining sectors as well; 17th-century tombstones are mainly in sectors 
II and III, and 18th-century ones - in sector I. 19th-century tombstones 
are exclUSively in sector 1. There is quite a number of them, but some of 
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them arrived here only after World War II, brought over here from the ' 
new cemetery at Miodowa Street. 

The oldest, 16th-century tombstones on this cemetery are tall, massive 
slabs, almost without any ornamentation, with convex inscriptions, 
occupying almost their entire surface, which is slightly hollow and 
surrounded by a rectangular, slightly sectional frame. Straight stone 
borders separate, with horizontal lines, various verses in large square 
Hebrew letters. Tombstones of a later period, as a rule in the form of a 
sarcophagus, are marked by considerable differentiation of form and rich 
ornamentation, the sryle of which is connected with Cracow artistic 
stonework. Inside the frame of the inscriptions, on vertical frontal slabs, 
adjoining the sarcophagus, appear pilasters, Renaissance plaiting and 
plant motifs, and on the enlarged pediments - ogees, phantastic dolppins, 
clasped together by their tails, stylized fruit and flowers, cartouche 
ornaments, etc. 

These sarcophagi, to begin with low tombs, deprived of ornaments, in 
the shape of half a cylinder, cut lengthwise - became with the passage of 
time taller, bipartite, with a base in the form of a rectangular box. In the 
17th century appeared on their walls square rosettes, made up of four 
leaves of the acanthus. But in the 18th century profuse festoon ornaments, 
made up of fruit and flowers and convex fleshy, wheel-like rosettes 
became a quite tYPical decorative motif of the lower parts of the 
sarcophagi. At the same time the technique of making these inscriptions 
underwent changes. In place of the convex inscriptions so far in use, now 
appeared concave ones, letters became taller and texts were more 
condensed. 

From the very beginning a constant element of tombstone decorations 
were various symbolical presentations, mainly of a religious, but also 
secular nature, related directly to the deceased. To the most frequent 
belong the spread out palms of the chaplain's hands, in the characteristic 
gesture of bleSSing and images of pitchers with bowls - connected with 
the functions of Levites. Side by side with these symbols existed many 
others, such as the constellation (Fish, Capricorn, Salamander), images of 
animals (lions, stags, birds), plants and a variety of objects. To secular and 
non-Jewish symbols belonged scissors on the tombstone of a tailor or the 
Aesculapian sign of the serpent on the tombstone of a physician. 

On the tombstones from the 18th and 19th centuries, the motifs of 
stylized decorations become much more modest. More widespread, 
however, are symbolic presentations (especially on 19th-century historic 
tombstones), and these are not only related to the person of the deceased 
(like a goose feather and an open book, signifying a writer), but rather 
relate to a more general meaning of death (a broken tree, a broken 
candle). 

Buried in the first sector of the cemetery are: 
• Lewek Landau, died in 1632, merchant; son ofJekutiel Zelman, senior 
of the Diet of the Four Lands, (6th tombstone, row 1); 
• Rabbi Eliezer Damask (1772- 1847), Cracow dayyan, author of 
responses "Avnei Kodesh" (1st tombstone, row 6); 
• Rabbi Izaak Landau, Levite, chief rabbi of the Cracow Jewish 
Community and rector or the local yeshivah in the years 1754- 1768 (5th 
tombstone, row 8). -

Special attention should be drawn in the second sector above all to the 
first row of tombstones, adjoining the western side of the synagogue. 
Here found eternal rest in the plot fenced off by a small iron hand-rail : 
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• Rabbi MOj:!:esz' Isserles Remuh (around 1525-1572) - the central 
tombstone; and 
• Miriam, his sister, died in 1617; 
• Izrael Isserl, his father, died in 1568; 
• Izaak, his brother, died in 1585; 
• Rabbi J6zef Kac, his brother-in-law, author of responses "Sherit 
Joseph", died in 1591. 

In addition, at the left side, almost touching the railing, rests the 
grandmother of Rabbi Moj:!:esz Isserles, Gitel, died in 1552, but at the 
opposite side, slightly deeper inside - Rabbi Mordechaj Saba, called 
Singer, who was rector of the Cracow yeshivah from 1572 until his death, 
in 1576. 

Buried in the same row, where the grave of Rabbi MOj:!:esz Isserles is, 
are in addition: 

• Rabbi Moj:!:esz Enzels, chief rabbi of the Cracow Jewish Community in 
the years 1688- 1694; 
• Rabbi Mordechaj Deiches, chief rabbi of the Cracow Jewish 
Community after Rabbi Enzels in the years 1694-1706, both have one 
common tombstone with the characteristic crown at the frontal part: 

• Rabbi Natan Nata Spira (1583- 1633), rabbi, rector of the Cracow 
yeshivah in 1617-1633, author of the work Megale Amukot, published in 
Cracow, already after the death of Rabbi Spira, in 1637. Buried at his side 
was his wife R6za and his daughter Dobrosz. Both died in 1642. 

Buried in other rows of the second sector are: 
• Rabbi Eliezer Aszkenazy (1512-1585) who was rabbi in Cairo, in 
Famagusta, Cyprus and in Poznan. At the end of his life he settled in 
Cracow, he was a physician and scholar, author of the book Ma'aseh 
Ha-Shem; 
• Rachel, the wife of the latter, who survived her husband by eight years; 
• Izaak Jakubowicz (reb Ajzyk reb Jekeles), who was senior of the 
Cracow Jewish Community in the first half of the 17th century and since 
he was a very rich man (called Izaak Bogaty) he founded in 1638 a 
synagogue, called after him Ajzyk's Synagogue; he died in 1653; 
• Rabbi Izaak Spira - rabbi in Krzemieniec and in Cracow, died in 1582; 
• Rabbi J6zef, rabbi in PiIa, author of the book Ma'aseh Ha-Shem, died 
around 1800; 
• Izaak Prostitz - famous printer of Hebrew books in Cracow, active 
there from 1568 to his death in 1613. 

In the third sector, the tombstones of which are turned towards the 
west (towards Jakub Street), the most important tombstones are in the 
last row, running along the cemetery wall. 

Here were buried: 
• Rabbi Joel Sirkes (1561-1640), chief rabbi of the Cracow Jewish 
Community in the years 1618- 1640 (before he was rabbi in a variety of 
places in south-eastern Poland, and also rector of the local yeshivah, 
outstanding talmudist, author of the work Beth Chadash (in abbreviated 
from called "Bach"); 
• Rabbi Jozue ben J6zef (1590-1648), rector of the Cracow yeshivah, 
author of the work Meginei Shlomo; 
• Rabbi Jozue Heszel, chief rabbi of the Cracow Jewish Community in 
1654-1663; 
• Samuel ber MeszuIam, who came to Cracow' from Italy, physician of 
King Sigismund I, died in 1552; 
• Rabbi Izaak Lewita, chief rabbi in Cracow in the years 1776-1799; 
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• Rabbi Jomtow Lipman Heller (1579-1())-I), rabbi in Vienna, Pragul:. 
and from 1643 in Cracow, where he also lectured at the local yeshivah 
(from 1648); he was the author of Megilat Eiva- an autobiography and i.a. 
of commentaries to the Mishnah. 

Here we end our visit to the o ld cemetery. Through the cemetery gate 
we return to S;I;eroka Street 

After having left the cemetery we turn to the right and behind the house 
at No. 38 we enter a small street (in the past called Lewkowa, now 
bystreet of Ciemna Street - Dark Street Lane), which runs behind the 
houses standing at Szeroka Street, along the cemetery wall. We turn once 
again right, to get a glimpse of the eastern elevation of Ajzyk's Synagogue 
and at the northern side the adjoining buildings of the former Mizrahi 
synagogue. Along the short and small Izaak Street we once again reach 
Kupa Street, from where we perceive the frontal wall of Ajzyk's 
synagogue (Isaac) - at 16, Kupa Street. 

This synagogue was built in 1638 from funds supplied by one of the 
richest Cracow Jews of that time, the kahal senior, IzaakJakubowicz (reb 
Ajzyk reb Jekeles), whose name was given to the synagogue ... 

The erection of the next synagogue, the largest in Jewish Kazimierz, 
arounsed objections on the part of the Reverend Marcin Kloczynski, 
parish priest of Boze Cialo (Corpus Christi), who was the prior of the 
monastery of the Lateran Canons, and who in a letter to Jakub Zadzik, 
bishop of Cracow, wrote that "the street on which Izaak builds his 
synagogue touches on another street where Christians live" and therefore 
it may happen " that priests with the Holy Sacrament may directly pass in 
front of the synagogue." Though IzaakJakubowicz had the permiSSion of 
King Wladyslaw IV to build the synagogue, nevertheless due to the 
intervention of the parish priest building work was stopped and the 
solemn inauguration took place only in 1644. 

This quite large building gives the impression of being monumental, 
against the background of adjoining houses. The tall, huge walls of the 
synagogue with 18th-century buttresses, cut by de~ply set window 
openings and almost without any decorations which would attract the 
eve, prevented people from guessing its former wealth of interior 

Ajzyk's Synagogue 
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decorations: the vaulting covered with stucco work and suspended 
chandeliers, as well as fabrics, silver . and bronze chandeliers and 
magnificent ritual vessels. 

Ajzyk's synagogue was renovated in 1857 and next in 1924. At the 
beginning of the Nazi occupation it was thoroughly looted by the Nazis 
and ruined. After the war there remained only the naked walls. In 1946 it 
was to be turned into a church. A cross was even hung up atop the empty 
niche of the former Aron ha-kodesh, but finally this idea was given up. In 
the 1950s the object was taken over and renovated for the needst of the 
Artists' Union in Cracow. From the mid-1970s, after the building had 
been left by the artists, nobody could be found who would use it and in a 
short time it fell into complete disrepair. In 1983 began the next overhaul 
of the building, conducted by the Historical Monuments Restoration 
Workshop. Seen from the outside, especially against the background of its 
closest surroundings, the restored Ajzyk's synagogue and the 
reconstructed Mizrahi prayer house, are magnificent. 

By mid-1990 no final decision had been made as to what use should be 
made of this building. 

In the close neighborhood, at the intersection of Kupa and 
Warschauera streets we come across the last of the synagogues, built 
during the existence of the Jewish town, namely - the Kupa Synagogue 
(No.8, Warschauera Street). It was erected in the first half of the 17th 
century as a foundation of the kahal (mi-kupat ha-kehitlah). A 
contribution in this respect was also made by the guild of Jewish 
goldsmiths, who in 1643 offered the sum of 200 zlotys for this purpose. 

The Kupa Synagogue is situated on a terrain that was added to the Jewish town in 
1608. Its northern side pressed against the defensive town wall (along today's 
Miodowa Street), a small detail of which has been preserved to this day at the 
south-western corner of the synagogue. During the Nazi occupation this synagogue 
was closed, just like the remaining Cracow synagogues. After the end of World War II 
it was re·opened as one of the first prayer houses in the town. In 1947 the Jewish 
community established there a matzot factory. At the end of the 1950s the building 
is in a good state. But its interior with especially constructed shelves has completely 
lost its former character. There remained no trace of the bimah, which had been 
placed in the center of the prayer house and had been covered with an open·work 
canopy. There are also no traces of the portal of the Aron ha·kodesh , whose niche at 
the eastern wall is covered with a wooden board. Of the former interior decoration 
still exist colorful 20th-century wall paintings. They cover the flat ceiling and beams 
of the gallery (the twelve signs of the zodiac). The only relic from earlier centuries, 
that has been preserved in the synagogue, is a stone plaque from the 17th century, 
walled into the embrasure if a window at the eastern side. On it is a bas relief image 
of the bleSSing hands of a priest and a jar of a Levite. The sense of these symbols and 
the unusual location of the plaque are explained by the following inscription hewn 
out of the stone in Hebrew: "This window was purchased and given as a present to 
the holy brotherhood of priests and Levites for the glory of God and the glory of the 
Synagogue, for its enlightenment. "The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The Lord lift up 
his countenance, and give thee peace." (Numbers 6, 25 and 26), added is theJewish 
date of 5407 (1647 of the Christian era). This text should be understood in the 
following way: that the brotherhood of priests and Levites had granted funds for an 
additional window, which was to provide light for the surroundings of the Aron 
ha-kodesh. 

From the Kupa Synagogue we proceed towards Nowy Square, passing 
on the way a tall corner building at No.6, Warschauera and Estery 
streets. The Talmud Torah religious school was there and the Bet Meir 
yeshivah. 

Nowy Square, generally called 'jewish square" was before the war and is at 
present a trading square. The center of the square is occupied by a round covered 
market hall, called "rotunda", because of its shape. It was built in 1900, leased out 
to the Jewish communiry in 1927, which installed in this bUilding a ritual slaughter 
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house for poultry. This slaughter house was liquidated by the Germans during the 
Second World War, and the "rotunda" is being used again as a market hall. . 

The ground·floor building at the corner of Nowy Square (No.5) and Meisels 
Street (No. 17) is the former bet midrash Bnej Euuna, erected in 1886. After World 
War II it has been used for various economic purposes (there was La. a carpenter's 
shop there). Now it is desened and very neglected. 

After having left Nowy Square and gone along a short part of Estera 
Street we find ourselves in Miodowa Street. It was laid out in the 19th 
century, more or less along the former defensive walls ofKazimierz. That 
is the end of this part ofthejewish section of the town. Here started a new 
world, differing from the previous one, not only because of its more 
modern architecture, but above all the different rhythm of social life, 
consisting in the introduction of reformatory ideas. The best proof of this 
were in the closest neighborhood also a number of religious and 
educational institutions, established in the second half of the 19th and in 
the 20th centuries, namely: the reformed synagogue, called Tempi, 
educational establishments of the Orthodox Zionists Mizrahi (Heder furi 
and Tachkemoni, the People's and Secondary School of theJewish Society 
(primary, Secondary Hebrew Scho04 Craft SchooD, and also the jewish 
Academic House. 

The reformed synagogue (called Tempi), 24, Miodowa Street 1, 
Podbrzezie, was built in 1860-1862, thanks to the efforts of the 
Association of Progressive jews in Cracow. Afterwards it was several times 
remodeled (in the years: 1868, 1883, 1893-1894, 1924). It is a detached 
building, erected on a rectangular plan, has profuse architectural 
decorative items with many Neo·Renaissance elements. The facade, 
remodeled in 1894 - is triaxial and has two storeys; there is a number of 
pillars at the sides in the form of pilasters, reaching above the line of the 
roof and cut by a mOUlding, serving as a base for a triangular pediment, 
crowned with the Star of Dawid. Beneath the pediment has been 
imbedded a black marble plaque with the decalogue. Atop the main 
portal, is a travesty of the text from the first Book of Kings with the year 
when building was completed (1862). The portal arch carries the words 
of the psalmist: " Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise." (Psalm 100, 4). The opposite wall of the synagogue 
(remodeled in 1893- 1894, according to a design by B. Torbe) is in its 
central part, that of the Aron ha· kodesh, closed by an oval apse and at the 
side - by passages leading to the gallery for women. A characteristic 
architectural element of the facade and lateral elevation are bipartite, 
arcaded stained glass windows, founded (mainly in the years 1894- 1925) 
by members of the synagogue. 

In the extensive interior special attention is drawn by the colored 
decoration if the ceiling and walls of the gallery for women as well as the 
monumental frame of the Aron ha·kodesh. The 36 stained glass windows 
of the groundfloor and first floor can be well seen only from the interior. 
Their decoration mainly consists of geometrical, plant and animal motifs. 

Weekly sermons, delivered in Polish and German by preachers with 
academic education, such as Goldschmied, Dankowicz, Duschak and 
Landau were introduced in this synagogue already in the 19th century. 
The most outstanding preacher of this synagogue was Dr. Ozjasz Thon, 
graduate of theology of the Berlin University, who delivered his sermons 
in this synagogue from 1898 until his death in 1936. In the synagogal 
choir sang during the interwar period also women, which was one ofthe 
reasons of the strong dislike of orthodox jews to this institution. 
Nevertheless some of them used to visit it sometimes just to listen to one 
of the best Cracow cantors of those times, j6zef Fischer, whose real 
occupation was the publication and printing of Hebrew literature. 
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The reformed synagogue (called TempI) 

The Templ' at Miodowa Street is o ne of the two open synagogues in Cra",\\,. 
( besides Remuh), but services take p lace here more rare ly, espec ially since 1985, 
when Abraham Lesman, the cantor of this synagogue died. But even earlie r, due to 
the sma ll group of the faithfu l who were praying there, Saturday prayers did not take 
place in th e synagogue proper, but in a small hall in the adjoining side·wing. In the 
building of this annex is also an up·to·date mikveh which is in use. 

From the synagogue we contin ue walking along Podbrzezie Street and 
stop for a while at the corner house, standing at the intersection with 
Brzozowa Street, which has a tablet with a text in Hebrew and Polish, 
recalling the fact that in this and the neighboring buildings was a primary 
school ( 5, Brzozowa Street), the Chaim Hilfstein Hebrew Gymnasium 
(8 and lO, Podbrzezie Street) and the Secondary Craft School (3, 
Podbrzezie Street), conducted by the Jewish Society of the People's and 
Secondary School in Cracow. 

The secondary school taught general subjects in Polish and Judaic ones in 
Hebrew. A staff o f outstanding teachers were: Hirsz Szerer, a mathematician and at 
th e same time director of the school; Juliusz Feldhorn, Polish philologist, poet and 
translator, Chaim Low, a lso Polish philologist and writer; Joachim Metallman, 
natural sciences, associate professor o f the Jagiellonian University; Bencjon Katz, 
Hebraist, lecturer of this language at the Jagiellonian UniverSity. 
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From th e spot w here we now are one needs only to \\'alk several meters 
to No.6, Brzozowa Street , to h;t ve a luok at th e house. standing in th e 
backyard. namely the building o f th e Bel .l1idrash of Sa/O Il IO Il Deicb es. 
This is a o ne - storey building. erected at the beginning o f th e 20th 
century. Proof o f its original destiny are today o nl y the stone tablets urthe 
Decalogue at the top, above the terrace of th e first n(}or. bel'ause one of 
the Cracow cooperati ves occupies this ho use. 

Fro m Brzozowa Street we reac h Miodowa Street , cross Starowislana 
Street and after having passed along a tunn el o f th e rai lwav embankment. 
\\ ' e are in front of the gate leading to the New Jewish Cemetl'fY (';'5 , 
Miodowa Street). 

T hi s <..-emcrt' l)" wu:-, laid o m in 1800 an d wa.., during thl..' l"Oll r ... C' u f tilL' ll)lh \.l.-'ntury 
;"I..'\'e ral limes ex tended . D ur ing the ;'\az i ot'(' up: lli ol1 it \Va .... d t.::-; troycd by the 
Ct.:' rlll an~. After 1957 it W~I S rc:-.tort...'d \\'jth th l.: he lp of fund;.. .... upplil'd by 1 hI..' .J uim 
Dbtrihul ion COl11l11 iucc and b to thi;.. d:I\ ' in U:-'l'. 

It ~tre lc h('s over a surfacE' of approx'imatcly 19 hel'tare'" ~ I h:1 ::: 1.4/1 ;Jne!'!) 
between th e r(lihvay cmbankmE'm along the Craco\\' Tarn()w lill \..' and th l' ~t rel' t ~: 

Mioduwa, Sicdlcckicgo and Daszyiiskiq~o. Frolll thl' silk " f Miodo",;! Strn:t it is 
du.;;ed by a Olle 11 00r brick mortuary. a Oil\..' ~t()ry dwell ing hUlI:-. e :Ind Ih l' w~dl wit h 
thl' CCI11l' IL'r~ ' gate. 

Bey()nd the wa ll. to the right o f th e gate, is a memo rial " ill 
C() lJllll eJlI oralio Jl oj J1l1(rdered./eu .'s. "ielin}s of N a z i p,eJJ ocide iJllbc:years 
1939- / 945". Tabl ets on its wa lls cOlllmem orate ind ivid ual pe rs()ns and 
also entire famili es o f Cracow Jews. Among them i, an ep itaph in 
co mm em orat io n o f Dr. RaJal Landau, th e last c1uirman o f the ./ewish 
Communitv in Cracow b efore th e outbreak o f Wor ld \X/ar II and also his 
wife, Rachela, nee Parnes, who di ed in 194 1 in the l 'SSR. A wide main 
avenue cuts through the l 'em etery and th ere :tre two perpendicular 
na rrower pa thways. The former layout o f t he cemetery has been 
destl'Oved. mainh' b eca use o f graves, dllg during the postwctr per i()d at th e 
passages b etween th e vct rio us sectors. New g ra\'es were dug in i ts sout h 
eastern part. fro m the sid e of the railway embankm enl. 

Th e () Idest still presserved to mbston es here are fr()m the I 840s. Th ey 
have th e traditi onal se mi -c ircular fo rm . cr()wned wi th a matzeI·;th , 
d eeorctt ed w ith bas rc li c f related to Jewish sepulchra l s\'mh"ls w ith 
in scri ptions in Hebrew. In th e second ha lf o f the 19th centurv ;tppeared 
also to mbstones wi th inscripi t()ns in Po li sh and German ct sign of 
ass imilati on tendencies among .1 e\\·5. The Sl y le o f th e to mbston es al s() 
d iffcred under the inOuence o f f:l?hi(ln and trends in art at that time, 
w here above all m od ernism left lasti ng traces in the forlll o f tombst ones 
shaped like ob l isks and co lumns on ped estals. 

Wa lking along th e main cemetery a\'enuc wc COllle across ill on uments 
to: 
• Maciej)akubowicz ( 191 1- 1979 ), the chairman of theJ ewish I{e l ig ious 
Union in Cracow; 
• )akub Drobner ( 1827- 1896), physician, participant in th c Januatv 
Insurrection ; 
• Aron Kirschner ( 1849- 1908), head physician of the Jewish Hospital in 
Cracow; 
• Rabbi OZjasz Thon ( IH70- ]936), rabbi and preacher Dr the Reformed 
Svnaguguc, leader o f the Liollisl Ol;~tlilizalio ll in Cracow and d eputy to 
th e parli ament of th e Hepub l ic ( th e tombstone also cOlllmemorates his 
w ife, Mari a as well as his son-in · law and grandson, murdered by the 
Nazis); 
• Samuel Stendig (? - 1942), pchi lo logist, lecturer at th e Hebrew 
Secondary School and directo r of the Commercial School. 
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In a path running par~dlel to the wall fencing the cemetery off 3t 
Daszyiisk iego Street are i.a. such tombstones as that of: . 
• j 6zdSary (IH,)O 1929). bui lder. deputy mayor uf th e ci ty o f Cracnw in 
the ,'ear' 1<)0') 1929; 
• Leon Sternhach (1H6-1 19-10), phi lo logist, professor o fthe jagielloni3n 
L·niversi t\·; 
• j 6zef Nussenfdd ( I H~') 19')6), director o f lo ng stand ing of th e Jcw ish 
Ho'pital in Craco\\'; 
• Maurycy Gottlieb (1/l'56 I H~9)' outstanding painter; 
• j onatan Warschaucr (IH20 IHH8). physic ian, philanthropist for the 
poor .Ic\\·ish populati on, con nected \\ i th the organ izat ion of th e Hevrah 
Kaddishah. 

In th e western pan "fthis path and :lI1other one, joining it and running 
in the dircL'lion o f the cemetery gate. rest i.a. the follow ing Cracow rabbis: 
• Rabbi Szymon Schreiber (Sofer), Cracow rabb i in the years 1860 1M3, 
leader o f the O rthodox Ga licia pam' ,.,I/(/ c;bz ikej Hadas"; 
• Rabbi Fizef Nechemiasz Korn itzer , grandson of Rabbi Szymon 
Schreiber , Cracow rabbi in 192') 193.~: 

• Rabbi Samuel Szmdkes Ko rnitzer, son of Rabbi J6zef, murdered in 
Ausc hw itz in 1940; 
• Rabbi Sau l Rafal Landau, rabbi o f the Hasidic party in Cracow in th e 
mid 19th century, di ed in IH')4 ; 
• Rabbi Kalman Epstein, o ne o f th e first populari zers of I-\as idism in 
Cracow, died in 1823 ; 
• Rabbi Aron Epstein, son of Rabbi Kalman, leader nf the Hasids in 
Craco\\', founder of the prayer ho use (shtib l ) at 33, j 6zefa Street, died in 
IHHl. 

In th ~lt part o f th e ce metery that is c losest to the railway emhankment 
:lrc th c newest gra ves. I ll're rest i.a.: 
• Artur Markowicz ( IH72 19:31), painter, cre:ltor or brilliant pastel 
portraits and genre sccnes rrom the life o f Galician Jews; 
• Zofia Amcisl'n ( IH9- 196-'>' art historian, proressor at thl'Jagiell o nian 
L ni\'ersti v and custodian of th e .Iagiellonbn I.ibrary; 
• Jerzy Gert ( 190H 19(9), we ll kno\\'n conductor and composer. 

In addit ion, there found eternal rest here recently deceased ( during th e 
past fc\\' years ) can tors o ftw() Craco\\' prayer ho uses (Tempi and Rem uh ­
Abraham Lesman, died in 19H,) and Ahraham Fogel. died in 19M). 



PRZEMYSKA - STAROWISLNA - BOHATER6W GETTA 
SQUARE - LWOWSKA - LIMANOWSKIEGO - WIELICKA -
JEROZOLIMSKA - HERMANA 

1. Bohater6w Ghetta Square (former Zgody) 
2. Museum - Pharmacy "Pod Or!em" 
3. Headquarters of 20B 
4, 5 Remains of Ghetto Walls 



The new cemetery was the last but one stage of o ut our of jewish 
historic monuments in Cracow. What still remains is a short walk along 
Przemyska Street, which we reach walking from the cemetery along 
Halicka Street, running near the railway embankment. At No.3, 
Przemyska Street is the fonner jewish Academic House. Now it serves as 
li ving quarters for students of the Advanced Music School in Cracow. 

Thi, house was buill in 1924- 1926 on the inilialive o f the Cracow branch of the 
Wllai /J'ritb Solidarity AssocialicJII and .. Ogllisko" - the lillioll oj.leU'isb Stlldellts oj 
tbl!.Iagiellulliall (fllil'ersit)'. TIle deSigner of lhis building was Adolf Si6dmak and 
building work was directed by Tobiasz Wener, who also did the interior decorat ion. 
In lhis four stOreyed house were rooms fo r 2- 3 persons, accommodaling 
approximale ly 140 sludenls, and in addilion a large representative hall on the first 
noor. Besilks, th ere was a libral)'. a slUtiio for a rti ~ t s, a kitchen and canteen as we ll 
as the indispensable san itary installations, !-tuch as showers, wash stands in the 
rooms. In the 19305 exhibitions of the works of th e members of the Society o!.Iewish 
Artists were o f l en organized in th e large representative hall. In October 1939 lhe 
Germans set up a brotbellhere fo r the army ( in a similar way as was th e case wilh 
lhe home for th e aged on Skawitiska Boczna Street ). 

We end our walk on Przemyska Street amidst jewish historical 
monuments of Cracow, This does, however, not mean the end of our 
meeting with the history of Cracow Jews, or more accurately - with an 
essential fragment of the latest history: the exterminati on of Cracow Jews 
in the years 1939-1945, Walking along Starowislana Street we leave 
Kazimierz and along the bridge spanning the Vistu la we reach the 
Podgorze district. The most impo rtant events of that period took place 
precisely there and that is also where we will find traces of these events. 

Right behind the bridge is Bohaterow Ghetta Square ( the pre-war 
Zgody Square ), from which Jews from the ghetto were deponed to 
concentrat ion and ex termination camps, mainly in Belzec and Auschwitz 
-Birkenau. 

The Cracow Ghetto had been sel up in March 194 1. Crammed into it were 
apprOXi mately 15- 17.000 persons. on an area, which lO begin Wilh, was situated 
belween the VislU la, Krzcm ionki (Rc:kawka Streel ) , the Market Square of Podgorze 
and Lwowska Streel. Twice, after deportations inJune and Ocrober 1942 the ghetto 
area was cul in size and ilS liquidation took p lace on March 13 and 14, 1943. 

At No. 18 on Bohaterow Getta Square is the Museum of National 
Commemoration - "Apteka pod Or/em" (Pharmacy Under the Sign of 
the Eagle). It was established o n th e initiative of a group of persons, 
friends o f Podgorze on April 22, 1983 in the premises of the former 
Pharmacy. 

In the years 194 1-1943 th is pharmacy wassituated with in the wa lls o f the Cracow 
GheltO. Destpite th e fact that the Polish population had been completely rem oved 
from lhis terri tO.y, the pharmacy was still conducted hy iL' Polish owner, Tadeusz 
Pankiewicz, toget her with three assislants: Aurelia Danek-Cortkowa, Irena 
Droidzikowska and Helena Krywaniuk. The pharmacy served as "an embassy, a 
diplumatic agency, representing /be free u'orld ill this walled in lown behind bars .. , 
Workillg witbollt a break ill tbe pbarll1acy, wbicb fur a period oj almost two years 
was Oil dil ly all the lime, day a nd Iligbl ... lI 'e purticipated, logether with the 
il/babital/ts oj tbe gbello ill all tbeirpaills alld trollbles ... Ajter eacb more important 
el'elll, after eacb depurtation campaign, the first steps oj Ollr friends and 
acquaintances u'ere directed to the pharmacy ... After eacb deportation we were 
sillcere~y glad about (!!Jery one of tbuse who remained. WO'e drank for llick, to dry 
te"rs, to stijle tbe pain oj tbose, direct(v st/'llck by jate. At sllcb occasions we learned, 
Il'lJO bad been taken, ll'lJO was UlO llnded, who was killed, who /OSI his nearest and ' 
dearest ... At eac:b step we came across signs of exagg(.~aled and perbaps el'en 
i/lSl/jJicient()1 jllstijied gratitllde. Scores oj lellers from camps, and ajter liberation 
from a l'ariely of counlries in Europe, wbich came and continue 10 an"it 'e. 
addressed to liS, are prooj oj tbe jact, tbat tbe jriendly jeelings j ormed dllri1lg tbe 
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period oj co·existence in the ghetto are oj a lasting nature" - recalled Mr. 
Pankiewicz in his book, entitled "The Pharmacy in the Cracow Ghetto". 

A permanent exhibition has been organized in the Museum, 
commemorating events which took place in the ghetto and Tadeusz 
Pankiewicz himself. In addition are organized various exhibitions, 
connected with problems, related to the Nazi occupation in Poland in the 
years 1939-1945. . 

The Headquarters of the Jewish Combat Organization (6, Bohater6w 
Getta Square). The house, where the jewish Combat Organization 
resided during the period of the existence of the ghetto. A 
commemorative tablet has been placed on the wall of the facade of the 
building with the following text: "In commemoration oj the heroes and 
martyrs oj the Cracow Ghetto, murdered by Nazi barbarians. In this house 
were the headquarters oj thejewish Combat Organization. This tablet was 
mounted by the civic committee on March 13, 1948 to mark the fiJth 
anniversary of the liquidation oj the Ghetto ". 

Bohater6w Getta Square is connected with Lwowska Street, which 
runs in the direction of Plasz6w. In March 1943, the last columns of 
Cracow Jews passed along that street, escorted by Germans, on their way 
to the concentration camp in Plasz6w. 

Exactly at that street (Nos. 25-29) can still be found fragments of the 
ghetto walls. 

Between Nos. 25 and 29 is a wall, over a dozen meters long, about three 
meters high, crowned with characteristic arches, reminding one of the 
semi·circles, crowing Jewish tombstones. In 1983 a commemorative 
plaque was mounted there, on which is an inscription in Yiddish and 
Polish: "Here they lived, suJJered and died, murdered by the Nazi 
hangmen. From here they went on their last way to concentration camps. 
A detail oj the Cracow Ghetto walls, 1941-1943." 

Lwowska Street, former a main street, today - after a change of the 
transportation system - it is a peripheral street, connected with 
Limanowskiego Street. At Limanowskiego Street ended the ghetto area 
and the wall surrounding it turned to the west in the direction of the 
Krzemionki elevation. A fragment of this wall was preserved in the back of 
the school building (Primary School No.2, at 62, Limanowskiego 
Street). In order to see it one has to enter the gate at the left side of the 
building to the fenced in grounds of the school. This section of the wall is 
two meters high and resembles the previous one at Lwowska Street, 
being also crowned by arches over each section. 

We leave the ghetto terrain, walk along Limanowskiego Street, next 
WieIicka, followed by Jerozolimska (a cross·street ofWielicka), and reach 
the area of the former concentration camp in Plasz6w. 

The Plasz6w camp, which to begin with was a camp of compulsory labo r, was set 
up as early as at the end of 1942. Finally it covered an ar.,." of about 80 hectares, 
between Wielicka and Swoszowska streets. It was divided into a Polish and Jewish 
sector. In the larger, Jewish sector, was the roll call square, living quarters, 
production sheds (where various craftsmen's workshops were), auxiliary buildings, 
Store rooms, administrative rooms and san itary arrangements. Jewish inmates 
worked in workshops inside the camp, but also outside, i.a. in the nearby cable 
factory in Plasz6w, th e brick kiln in Bonarka, the air field in Rakowice and in several 
firms in Zablocie. 

In the middle of 1943 the Plasz6w camp was transformed into a branch of th e 
concentration camp in Majdanek (lublin), and beginning with January into an 
independent concentration camp with branches in Mi e lec and in Wieliczka. In 
connection with this,Jews were transported to these camps from many places in the 
General Government, where the Germans liquidated ghenos and small camps, such 
.h in Tarnow, Mi elee, Rzesz6w, Drohobycz, JanOw. Szebnie near,Jaslo, and also Jews 
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from Hungary. Here the prisoner~ were exterminated by hunger, excessive work, 
diseases, beating and executions. From there they were taken to work in armament 
factories in the General Government (Skarzysko Kamienna, Starachowice, Pionki , 
Czc;stochowa) and to the Reich, hut also to other concentration camps (Auschwitz, 
Mauthausen, Gross·Rosen). 

Among the Plasz6w murderers distinguished himself especially camp commander 
Amon Leopold Goeth, who personally shot many prisoners (he did it a lso during the 
liquidation of ghettos in Krak6w, Tarnow and Szebnie). Thus setting an example for 
his subord inates how to treat prisoners. After the war he was tried by the Supreme 
Court of Justice. Evidence was provided that he had killed and tortured people; he 
was sentenced to death and hanged in Cracow in September 1948. During the trial of 
Goeth witnesses testified against him, stressing that during the firrst period of the 
existence ofthe camp there were ahout 2,000 inm'\tes. Their number increased later 
to about 10,000 to reach figure of 25,000 prisoners. It is impossible to establish the 
exact number of Jews killed in Plasz6w, of those who were transported elsewhere 
and killed in other places. Lists of Jews hrought from Plaszow to Auschwitz ow kept 
in the archives of the Stare Museum in Auschwitz, contained most frequently on ly 
information about those who were not killed in the gas chambers immediately after 
arriva l, but became inmates of the camp and received numbers. And thus, a transpon 
arrived on February 21, 1944 from Plaszow 10 Auschwitz, from among those people 
were selected 260 male prisoners and the remaining persons (. .. ?) were killed. On 
May 24, 1944 arrived a transpon (. .. ?) of old men, sick people and children - all were 
murdered in gas chambers. On August 6 of that same year 7,500 Jewish women we re 
hrought, who were placed in a transfer camp (Durchgangslager) in Birkenau. From 
among them 1,500 women were se lected and brought to the Stutthof camp on 
September 23. On October 22, a group of 2,000 Jewish women and a score of Jews 
(from the camp hospital) were brought. for the night they were left in the bath 
house and on the next clay a selection took place, as a result of which 1,765 women 
were sent to the transfer camp, while the remaining ones were murdered in the gas 
chamber. On January 17, 1945, i.e. on the day before the liberation of Cracow 178 
women and two boys - Jews - were brought from Plasz6w to the Auschwitz camp, 
which at lhat time was already being liquidated. 

Approx imately 2,000 persons survived the evacuation of the Plasz6w camp. Anlong 
them were about 700 persons who - thanks to the e ffons of Oskar Schindler, a 
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German, employing Jews in a factory producing enamel ware in 7.abloci c, were 
taken from Plasz6w in October 1944 and managed to survi ve to th e end of th e war 
in Brunnlitz ( Brnenec in the Sudeten Mountains). 

The site of the former Plasz6w camp has, unfortunately nOt been put in order. 
Th ere have not been install ed any signs, which could f<J cilitatc ori enl!ltion. 
regarding the way the camp had looked in the past and make it easier to nn" rel ic, 
o f the past, (hat have been preserved { O our time, such as th e remnants ofth eJcwish 
cemetery, establi shed during the period between th e two world wars o f w hat has 
remained o f the mortuary on this cemetety. 

Th e mo rtuary had been at the corner of Jerozolimska Street. It had 
been a quite monumental building w ith two wings, covered by copulas, 
designed by Adolf Si6dmak ( who had also designed the Jewish Academic 
House). This building survived the occupatio n and was bl own up in 1946 
or 1947. There only remained ruined parts o f th e fo undation and 
shattered concrete iron elements o f the w all construction. 

There are t races o f the cemetery, laid o ut in 1932 and most o f it w as 
leveled and used as terrain fo r the .camp. There only remain ed tens of 

The monument o f victims of th e camp 
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graves and thc only still standing monument toJakub Chaim Abrahamer, 
who died in 1932, some 150 mcters to the south wcst of the ruins of the 
mortu~lIy. 

To the right from whereJerozolimska and Hermana streets mect. in a 
limestone elevation are three openings to tunnels. These tunnels had 
heen hollowed out hy prisoners of the Plasz(iw camp. They had been 
huilt during the last stage of the war, to serve the Germans as shelters in 
case of an air raid. There is a thesis maintaining that they were to be used 
as gas chambers and for crematorium ovens. 

From this place, walking along Hermana Street and a path, running 
along the ridge of the hill , we proceed to a monumentalmclllorial , visible 
at the fringes of the hill. 111is is a monument, erccted in commemoration 
of people of all nationalities, murdered in the Plasztlw camp by the Nazis. 
It was founded by Cracow society, designed by Witold C<;ckiewicz, 
unveiled on September 4, 1964. The inscription on il reads: " III 
COlilillellluralioli uj Ibose murdered by Ibe Nazi perpelraturs oj gellocide 
ill tbe years 1943- /945 ". 

Near this monument is another. small memorial, founded by Cracow 
Jews to stress the fact, that the overwhelming majority of the victims of the 
Plaszllw concentration camp had been Jews. On a plaque, mounted at the 
SlOne obelisk is the following inscription: "Here, ill Ibis area, batle beell 
101'1 II red, //lllrdered and til riled into asbes setleral tellS of Ibollsallds oj 
.leu's ill Ibe years 1943-1945, driIJel1 bere jrom all 01 '('1' Polalld tllld 
Hllltgary. We do Itot knou ' Ibe Itames oj tbe IIIlIrdered. Let liS relJlace 
tbell1 u 'Itb olle u 'ord on(v - jeU's. Here al Ibis site bas heell cOlil/1l1t/ed olle 
oj Ibe IIIOSI borrihle crimes. HI/mall language bas 110 u 'ords 10 dejille tbe 
alrocily oj Ibis crime. lis IIIgbtmarisb bestialil) l Ylilbiesslless alld crllell)'. 
Lei liS replace it by one word - Nazism. II! conl/llell/oraiioll oj Ibose 
II/lIrdered here, wbose last cry oj despair is fbe silellce oj Ibis 1'laszQu' 
cellleler)" U'e, .leu's sailed jrom Ibe jascisl pogrOIl/, pay bOil/age. ,. 

To Cracow we can return along Kamicnskiego Wielicka 
Limanowskiego - Na Zjeidzie Starowislna streets or Kamienskiego 
[nwalidow Wojennych - Limanowskiego streets. 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF FAMOUS CRACOW JEWS 

BAUMINGER HERSZ 

Son of Szymon Bauminger, one of the leaders of the Mizrahi party in 
Cracow; he was head of the Hashomer Hatzair organization before World 
War II, took part in the September 1939 campaign; was chief of staff of the 
Jewish Combat Organization (ZOB), established by the Hashomer Hatzair 
in Cracow at the beginning of 1942, and one of its commanders; in 
February or at the beginning of March 1943 he was arrested by the 
Gestapo and shot in the Montelupich prison. 

DRANGER SZYMON 

One of the commanders of the Jewish Combat organiZation in Cracow, 
editor of th~ underground paper "Mechaluc Halochem" (this paper 
appeared in Polish and only its title was in two languages), the organ of 
Akiba. He was also head of the technical group which produced false 
documents. He lost his life in unknown circumstances, jOintly with his 
wife, Gusta Dawidsohn-Dranger, also an Akiba activist and member of 
2:0B, authoress of the literary underground gazette, written in prison and 
published, in 1946 as "Justyna's Memoirs", 

EISENBERG FILIP (1876-1942) 

Microbiologist, one of the first to describe bacteria dissociation, an 
important phenomenon in the production of vaccine; he was a member 
of the Polish Academy of Learning and director of State Bacteriological 
Station in Cracow (in the years 1933- 1939), One of the Cracow streets was 
named after him. 

FAMILY OF THE FEINTUCHS 

Berl and Ryea Feintuch were the ancestors of this family. At the 
beginning of the 19th century they had moved from Jewish Kazimierz, to 
Christian Kazimierz. Their son was Martin Feintuch (1805- 1866), married 
Salomea, nee Tittelbaum (1805- 1886), He converted to Christianity and 
was baptized together with his wife in 1846. His son, Stanislaw 
(1826- 1898), married j6zefa Rosenzweig (1832- 1898), was a merchant, 
had a shop in the center of Cracow in the Gray Burghers' House and from 
this House comes the name, he adopted later, namely that of Szarski. The 
oldest of their sons, Henryk (1855- 1921) was appointed deputy mayor of 
Cracow. The younger son of Marcin Feintuch, Leon (1834- 1905) had his 
own firm and changed his name of Feintuch to the more Polish sounding 
- Zawiejski. His two sons became artists: Mieczyslaw Zawiejski 
(1856- 1933) was a sculptor and jan Zawiejski (1854- 1922) was a very 
good architect and became famous as the designer of the Municipal 
Theater in Cracow, built in 1891 - 1893, Further descendants of Marcin and 
Salomea Feintuch were in addition: Kazimierz Szarski (1904- 1960), 
professor of comparative anatomy at the Wroclaw University and Jacek 
Szarski (1921 - 1980), professor of mathematics at the Jagiellonian 
University, 

FELDMAN jOZEF (1899-1946) 

Son of Wilhelm and Maria, nee Kleinman; historian, from 1937 
professor and lecturer at theJagiellonian University, author of such works 
as: Polska w dobie wojny p6lnocnej 1704- 1709 (Poland during the War 
with Sweden, 1704- 1709), published in 1925, "Bismarck and Poland" 
(issued in 1939), "Stanislaw Leszczynski" (published in 1948). 

FELDMAN WILHELM (1868-1919) 

Writer, historian of literature and critic, politician; adherent of radical 
as imilation ofJews in Poland, to which he gave expression in his articles 
and separate'dissertations, like in "Advocates of AsSimilation, Zionists and 
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Poks", and also in his activitv in the Cracow secretariat in th e 
organ i/.at ion of the lioiv 13rotil<?rhood (lievrah Kaddisha), whose 
cha irman he was for some tim e: ed itor of " Krytyka" - a monthly magazine 
()r literary and socio politica l revi ews (Cracow 190 1- 19 1'1); when Wo rld 
War 1 broke out he joined th e Lcgions, and next devcloped diplomatic 
acti"ity in 13crlin. li e conve rted to Christianit y and was bapti zed on his 
lkath hed. 

FRIST HENRYK ( 1855- 1920) 

130rn in Tarn<>w. came to Cracow and abo ut 1875 opened on Floriallska 
Street a store w ith writing materials and picture frames, later he added 
pi cture postcards and ca rds with seasonal greetings as well as 
reproducti o ns of paintings. This store becamc transformed into an art 
ga ll ery. ca ll ed Pol ish Paint ers' Ga ll ery, selling origina l works by such 
o utstanding Cracow painter, as the Kossaks, Malczewski , Falat , 
Axentowicz and other,. Thb trading activity, inc luding rcproductions was 
developed during th e periods between the two world wars by his sons 
Il enryk. ,iulian and ,i ()zef', w ho se t up " Akropol" Graphic Works at 23, 
Gr/.eg()rzecka Street. 

GOTTLIEB MAURYCY (1856-1879) 

Painter, horn in Drohobvcz, studi ed at M. Godlewski 's private school 
for paintcrs in l.w()w. at th~ Academy of nne Ans in Vienna, the Crao;w 
Schoo l or Fin e Ans (underjan Matejko) and the Munich Academy. To his 
most ramou, paintings belongs "Shvlock and j ess ica" ( 1875). li e di ed 
w hen he was a m ere 23 years old and was huried on th e jewish cemetery 
at Miodo"'a Street in Cracow. 

HALBREICH BERNARD 

A prewar sergean t or the Polish army; was the leader of military 
disrupt ive actions in the staff of a cOlllbat group of th e Hasho lll er Hatzair 
organization , o ne o rth e commanders or the j ewish Comhat Organization 
in Cracow. leader o f th e en tire series of attacks against "Cyganeria", 
" bplanada", " Zakopianka'· . " Scala" and th e officers' mess room in the 
Nati onal ,'vluseum on December 22, 19' 12. He was killed in action, taken by 
surpri se Iw the Gestapo on February 19, 194:3. 

RABBI HELLER GERSHON SAULjOMTOW LIPMAN ( 1579- 1654) 

Son o f N,llan, the I.evi te: rabhi of .J ewish commLlI1iti e, ill Vienna and 
Prague. and 'Iflerwards in several small places of south east ern Poland, 
lal er he was appointed member of the Cracow rabbinate ( 16-13 1654) and 
of the rector 's o ffi ce of t he loca l talmud ic co llege (1648 1654). He wrote a 
l1umber o f works: "Curat ha Bajt ", ( Prague 1602 ), "Tosa fot Yom Tov" 
( Prague 161 '1 1644), "Torat ha·Ashalll " and " Maadanej 1elech we-Lechem 
liamudot" ( Prague 16 '1 9 - 1628). Buri ed at the o ld j ewish cem etelY near 
Remuh Synagogue, ill Cracow. 

HOCHMAN HENRYK ( 1879 - 1943) 

Scu lptor. cducated at the Cracow Acadcmy of Fine Arts in 1900- '1906 ). 
Lost hi ~ life during th e liquidation uf th e ghetto in Tarn ()w; creator o f 
scu lptures. i.a. o f Adam Mickiewio. ,md bro l17.e commemorative plaques: 
"Casimir the Great Rcce ivingjews in Po land" (Casimir Town Hall ) and 
" Queen jadwiga" ( building o f th e Jewish Community in Cracow). Both 
plaques were destroyed by the Germans during World War II. 

RABBI I SSE RI.ESS MOjZESZ (about 1525-1572), called REMUH 

Son o f Izrael lsserl , rabhi of the Cracnw,J ewish Community in the years 
1547 1572 and rector of the loca ltalllludic co llege, author of many works, 
,uch as ''Torat ha·Ola" and commentaries to rabbinical works, mainly 

60 



notes to the code "Shulhan Arukh" by J. Karo, taking into account 
dissimilarities of Askenazi law. Beginning with the first edition of the 
code with commentaries by Isserles (Cracow 1578,1580, printed by Izaak 
ben Aron Prostitz) these commentaries, (entitled "Mappa") constitute on 
integral part of this work. 

jASIENSKI BRUNO (proprietor ARTUR ZYSMAN, 1901- 1939) 

Writer, leading poet of Polish futurism, representative of the 
revolutionary left wing in interwar literature: 1926- 1929 in France, next in 
the USSR, member of the c.P.S.U. (B.); gained renown with his novel "Pal~ 
Paryz" (I Burn Paris), 1929 with a grotesque and fantastic vision of the 
annihilation of the capitalist world. 

KlACZKO JULIAN ( 1825 - 1906) 

Writer, journalist and [X)litician , born in Wilno, settled in Cracow in 
1888. As a journalist he supported the interests of Polish raison d'etat; in 
his capacity as historian and writer he studied the culture of Italy, and 
published the results of his studies in the book "Wieczory florenckie" 
(Florentine Evenings) and in sketches about Rome at the time of Pope 
julius II; he was in favor of radical assimilation of jews, which found its 
confirmation in his own attitude, since he adopted the Christian faith. 

LEIBOWICZ ABRAHAM 

One of the members of the united command of the Jewish Combat 
organization in Cracow; arrested after the attack against "Cyganeria" on 
December 22, 1942, he was placed in Montelupich prison, shot in 
Plasz()w, after an unsuccessful attempt to escape in April 29, 1943. 

LIEBESKIND ADOLF 

By education of jurist, son of a well · known Zionist family in Cracow, 
during the prewar period general secretary of Akiba, the Zionist youth 
organization, initiator of a farm in Kopaliny near Bochnia, set up in 1941 , 
which under the cover of agricultural courses turned into a center of the 
jewish Combat Organization of Akiba, Cracow; one of the members of the 
united chief command of the Jewish Combat Organization in Cracow, 
participant of many attacks against Germans, the most famous of which 
was that against "Cyganeria" in December 1942. He was caught by the 
Gestapo and died fighting on December 24, 1942. 

MARKOWICZ ARTUR (1872-1934) 

Painter, born in Podgorze (now a Cracow district); studied in Cracow, 
Munich and Paris; did oil painting and water colors (genre scenes, 
portraits, architecture, later also landscapes and still life paintings), 
mainly devoted to Jewish subjects; member of the association " Sztuka" 
and honorary chairman of the Association of Jewish Artists in Cracow. 

RABBI MEISELS DOW BER (1798-1870) 

Chief Cracow rabbi (1832- 1856), afterwards Warsaw rabbi , was 
conservative regarding jewish matters, was an opponent of Hasidism and 
of advocates of assimilation; regarding national Polish matters he 
supported the attitude adopted by Poles towards governments in Vienna 
(1846.1848) and in Petersburg (1863). 

OETTINGER jOZEF (1816-1895) 

Physician and social worker, born in Tarn6w, studied at the Medical 
Department of the )agiellonian University; received the diploma of a 
doctor of medicine in l&i.3 and the degree of a doctor of surgery in 1850; 
from 1851 he lectured on the history of medicine at the jagiellol1ian 
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I 'nil'c rsit y and from 1873 was professor at that l 'nh'er, it l' ( hc wa~ thc first 
prufcssor :.1I thc Jagiel lunian I 'ni versit y who was of ,lewhh d escent ). He 
practi ced m edic in e:.lI th c Jc \\-hh Hospital in Cracow , Time and again he 
wa~ a memher of th e Craco,,' ,\Iuni c ipal Council. lie \\'a,' one o f th e 
cofo unders o f the Medi cal Soc iel\' o f Cracow ( 1866) and \\':.ts it " first 
d eputl' chairman, representing thcJ ewish int elligcntsia o f Craco\\', \\'hose 
:.tim was assimil:.ttion with Pok~, who were dcmanding cqua l righ t ~ for 
Je\\'s and rei igi o us freedum, 

PEl PER TADEUSZ ( 189 1- 19(9) 

Puet. leadi ng representath'c u f the Po l ish avant garde o f poc ts, founder 
and editor o f " 7.wrotnica" , a I itcrarv and artistic paper (eracm\' 1921 1923 
and 1926 1927), which puhlish ed th e must impo rtant programmatic 
stat em ents o f this movemcnt o f poe ts, 

RABB I SI RKES JOEL ( 15'6 1- 1640), cal1ed BaCH 

Chief rahb i o f the Cracow)cwbh COllllllunit" in the \ 'ear~ 16 18 16-,0 
and rcctor of the I oc'a I talmudi c co ll ege, Herorc he was appointed tu 
b ecom e a mClllher of th e Cracow rabhin:.!l e, he acted as rahhi in many 
~mall places o f south eastern l'ol:.tnd, This outstanding talmudbt \\'as the 
author of an cx tcnsi\'c commentarv to "Arbas Turim" by J:.tkuh ben Aszer 
( 1296 1} ,t3), entitl ed " Bet Chadash" (Cracow 163 1 1(1'10 ), wh o \\'as called 
BaCt I from the initials of thi s work. 

STERNBERG LEON ( 1864-1940) 

Cl:.tssical phi lologist ; 11'92 .1 93'; profc~s()r uf the )agic1l, >11 ian 
L'ni\'ersit y; from 1893 memher ( ,fthc Po lhh Academy of Learning; :.tllthor 
o f n it ical re\ 'iews o f many tex ts of Greck and Roman Iiter:'ltlll'e as wel l as 
disscrtati ons o n ll\'zantine lit c rature and Polish paroemi o logl': arrested 
hy th e Gestapo together with other professors and scientific workers of 
the J:.Igi ell onianl 'ni versity during what was c:.lli ed "Sonderakti o n Krakau" 
(No l'ember 6, 1939) and sell! to the concelllratiun camp in Orani enhurg, 
he d ied th ere un Fehruary 20, 19 to : th e urn Wi th h is :.lsh e~ was hrought to 
Cr:.lCU\\' and huri ed at the ce ll1et erv on lvli odow:.l Street. 

TAUBENSCHLAG RAFAl ( 188 1-1')58) 

Jurist, specialist Df He l lenic' and 1{0 111:.tn la\\', historian o f Polish 
Ill edie\'al law, pap)'rulogi st : fro m 19 1H professor o f ROl11an law at the 
J:.Igi ell o ni:.tn L'ni versity ; during World Wa'- II proressor at the uni l'ersitv in 
Ai x en Pro\'{~ nce and Columhia I -n i \ 'e r~ i(\ ' ( 19 12 19--l- ): from 19·i7 
prorc~s()r :.It \X ':.Irsaw I Jniver,sit\': :.IuthO!' of !1l:.lnl' worb in the sj) here o f 
:'1Ilc' iel1l law and papyrol o/,'\', 

TE LZ NAPOLEON ( 18(,(,- 1943) 

!'rinter and publisher; frOIll IH9' owner ur th e National Print ing House 
in Cracow, wh ere the d:.liil- press was p rint ed , periodic:.Il , :.IS well a~ 

bell es lett ers (3, 118 tit les unt i l 195 ') l; chairman o f the I 'niun uf()\\'Ile rs o f 
Printing Ho uses in Western Gali ci:! : lost hi ~ li re in the \X';II"'-I\I' Ghcttu_ 

RABBI THON OZJASZ ( 1870- 1936) 

R:.Ihhi. polit ic ian and jo urnalist. horn in I.w(1\v: graduate o f th l'o log\' at 
Berlin L' nic 'e r~ity : from 1897 in Cr:.lcow, wh ere he was :'Ippu int cd prc:.tchcr 
:.It th e Reforml'd Synagogue; I.il)nist acti\ ' isl. o ne u f th e leader" :.lIld 
theoreti c ians o f the Zi onist Org;lIliza tio n of Western Littl e !'o i:.rnd and 
Sil es i:.l : represent:.lti ve o f .I ews or this region in the Pu lish parliament 
d uring three terms of o ffi ce ( 1')22, 1928, 193';); in his cap:.lc it )' as a 
luurnalist he cooperated with th e Cr:.lcow Ziunist p:.lper " I\ ()\\,) Dziennik" 
:.lIld with th e Warsaw "Chajnt ", 
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WARSCHAL'ER JONATAN (1820-1H80) 

1'1l\~il' ian and ~ocia l \\ 'm ker: in 18'13 he rceeil 'cd his dOlt()r"s degree in 
mcdiL"ine ;llthc'.J;lgie ll onian l 'niler.,ily after having prc~cnted a \\'ork un 
halneol"gl' (\\"a ter th crap"): hl' \\"rote mal1l' anil'le., in the spl'c iali zcd 
pre~s, ;dl ()\C' :111 thc Au,.,trian J1rl'S~ : he also l 'onccn tral l'd on ep idl'mic 
disl';I..,e~, Thanb t<> his en')rst a IHbpi tal for .I e\\"s. w ho had contral'l eli 
choic'ra \\a~ openl>L1 in 1819; he \\";1, a member o f Ihe Cracow Scientific 
Soeietl': a member o f th e '\luniL"ip;11 Council or Cracow rrom IH49: one or 
Ihe kadel'S of the camp of progre,sil'e ./e\\ ish intellcctuals, w hose aim 
w;)s to aL'hicI'l' cqu;1I rights ror.I e\\'s and to inc lude th em in Po l ish societv 
hy means of;1 nwL1er;lle assimilation, 
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IF YOU ARE UNABLE 
TO TURN TO US FOR 

ASSISTANCE 



HANDY TELEPHONES: 

1. Ordering intercity calls ......... , . ............ , . . . .. 900 
2. International calls complaints .... ,............... .. .. 909 
3. Local information ............. . . . .. . . , . .. . .. . , . . .. 911 
4. Sending telegrams by phone ..... ...... .. , . . . . . . . . . .. 905 
5. Services Bureau (e.g. wake· up service) . . ... . , . , . , , ', , . . .. 917 
6. Numbers bureau ., . . .. . .. . .......... ... .. ,....... 913 

EMERGENCY TELEPHONES: 

1. Emergency calls/ Ambulance ... . . . .. , ..... , ..... . . , .. 999 
2. Fire Brigade . ... ... . .. ... ....... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 998 
3. Police ...... ' .... , ..... , . .. .... , . ... . , .. ..... , .. 997 

CONSULAR AGENCIES: 

I. General Consular Agency of France. 15, StolarsJca Street, tel. 233-390, 
222-113; 

2, General Consular Agency of the United States of America, 9, Stolarska 
Street. tel 22i-400, 227-793; 

3, General Consular Agency of RUSSIA, 11, Westerplatte Street, tel. 222-647, 
228-388, 

MUSEUMS: 

1. Panstwowe Zbiory Sztuki na Wawelu - Wawel, tel. 225 155, 225747; 
2. arodowe, 12, Manifestu Lipcowego Street, tel. 222 733, 222 763; 
3. Galeria Malarstwa w Sukiennicach, Rynek G6wny, te l. 221 160; 
4, Muzeum Stanislawa Wyspianskiego, 9, Kanonicza Street, tel. 228 337; 
5. Muzeum Historyczne Miasta Krajowa, 35, Rynek GI6wny, tel. 229 922, 

226527; 
7. Muzeum Pami\!ci Narodowej "A(1teka Pod Orlem", 18, Bohater6w Getta 

Square; . 
8. Panstwowe Muzeum Oswi\!cim-Birkenau - Muzeum Martyrologii 

Narodu Polskiego, Oswi\!cim, 20, Wi\!zn i6w Oswi\!cimia 20, tel. 24021, 
22021. 
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GALERIES: 

1. Galeria "Krzysztofory" - Stowarzyszenie Artystyczne Grupa Krakowska, 
2, Szczepanska Street, tel. 229 360; 

2. Osrodek Teatru Cricot 2 - Galeria, 5, Kanonicza Street, tel. 228 332; 
3. Galeria Fotografii - Jaszczury, 7, Rynek Gl6wny; 
5. Galeria Andrzeja Mleczki - autorska, 19, Sw. Jana Street; 
6. Black Gallery - Galeria Sztuki Wsp6lczesnej, 24, Sw. Jana Street. 

THEATERS: 

1. Teatr im. Juliusza Siowackiego, 1, Sw. Ducha Street, tel. 224 575; 
2. Teatr Cricot 2 - Osrodek, 5, Kanonicza Street, tel. 228 332; 
3. Teatr STU, 18, Krasinskiego Street, tel. 222 263, scena w namiocie (stage 

in tent); 
4. Teatr Ewy Demarczyk, 55 Florianska Street; 
5. Filharmonia im. Karola Szymanowskiego, 1, Zwierzyniecka Street, tel. 

229477; 
6. Kabaret "Piwnica Pod Baranami", 27, Rynek Gl6wny, tel. 221 884 

~HADAR 

Gallery of Modem Judaic Art 
We invite you to the art exhibitions of painting, 
graphic and sculpture. In our collection you can find 
the works of: Jonasz Stern, Erna Rosenstein, Izydor 
"Czaj" Goldfinger and Janina Kraupe-Swiderska. We 
organize individual exhibitions for artists from 
abroad. Besides we spread more widely the culture, 

tradition and history of Polish Jews. 
open: Monday - Friday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

CRACOW, 13 FLORIANSKA STREET 
TEL. 218992 



Should you like to receive our publications forming the series 
"The Library of Our Roots" please fill out this subscription form 
and send it to our address. 

The prices we offer you are as follows: 
• order for the volume only - S 4.5 per volume plus S 1.5 for 
mailing; 
• order for the entire edition - S 3.5 per volume plus S 1.5 for 
mailing; 

The orders will be effected within three months from the 
estimated date of the appearance of each volume . 

............. ... ........................ .......... .... ............... ~ 

Yes, I would like to receive (please mark): 

A GUIDE TO JEWISH 

1. WARSAW (second edition) 0 
2. CRACOW (second edition) 0 
3. LUBLIN 0 
4. LODZ 0 
5. GALICIA 0 
6. BIALYSTOK AND SURROUNDINGS 0 
7. PLACES OF JEWISH MARlYRDOM IN POLAND 0 
8. A GUIDE TO JEWISH POLAND 0 

Mr/ Ms 

Address ............................ . .... : .... . . .... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Town/City ..... . . .. .. . • ........ 

Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 

The money shot~d be remitted by a certified bank cheque for 

the name of the company's director Piotr Kadlcik. address: 

01-773 Warsaw, Poli Gojawiczynskiej 7 m 17 
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MAP OF THE CRACOW GHETIO 
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