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Society”, Israel After Ten Years (reprinted from the
Vew York Herald Tribune), 1959.
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Contribuiords to the 3clwlaad/a’7z Bund o{
The College of Jewish Studies

Aurora Jewish Welfare Fund

Beth Am Sisterhood

Beth Emet Sisterhood

Beth Israel Sisterhood

B’nai B'rith Women of Greater Chicago
B'nai Zion Sisterhood

B'nai Jehoshua

Chicago Chapter of Hadassah, the Women's Zionist
Organization of America

Chicago Gemilath Chasodim

Chicago Women's Aid

Emanuel Congregation Sisterhood

Esther Clamage Auxiliary of the Jewish Children's Bureau
James Davis Scholarship Fund

Johanna Lodge No. 9

Kehilath Jeshurun Sisterhood

Nathaniel B. Lans Association for Adult Education
National Council of Jewish Women

North Shore Congregation lIsrael

Oak Park Temple Sisterhood

Pioneer Women, The Women's Labor Zionist Organization
of America

Rodfei Sholom-Oir Chodosh
Rodfei Zedek Sisterhood

Sinai Temple Sisterhood

South Shore Temple Sisterhood
Temple Isaiah Israel Sisterhood
Temple Judea Sisterhood
Temple Menorah Sisterhood
Temple Sholom (Sterling, lllinois)

The Scholarshin Fund

was sstablished by the Conference of Jewish Women's Organizations.
it is now sponsored by the Women's Division of the Board of Jewish
Education and The College of Jewish Studies.

Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL



® Jewish and Minority Problems
@ Outstanding Short Stories, Poetry

179 WEST WASHINGTON STREET

SUBSCRIPTION $5.00 PER YEAR

ENRICH YOUR HOME WITH

THE CHICAGO JEWISH FORUM

A National Quarterly

— EXPERT WRITING ON —

® Book Reviews, Art Reproductions

SUBSCRIBE TO

THE CHICAGO JEWISH FORUM

BENJAMIN WEINTROUB, Editor and Publisher

° CHICAGO 2, ILLINOIS

BEST WISHES

JEWISH DAILY
FORWARD

“DOYITTND,

(O )

127 N. DEARBORN STREET

Telephone ANdover 3-1011

Phone INdependence 3-4545

“EVERYTHING JEWISH UNDER THE SUN”

KIEFFER’S JEWISH
MAIL ORDER HOUSE

Jewish Gifts, Books, Records, Religious
Articles, Novelties, etc.

3546 W. LAWRENCE AVE. CHICAGO

SIDNEY H. SCHWARTZ, Prop.

GOODMAN BROS. HEBREW BCOK STORE

2611 W. DEVON AVE. BR 4-0286

CHICAGO
EVERYTHING JEWISH FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Text Books for all Jewish Schools—Elementary to
College ® Judaica and current books of Jewish

interest @ Religious articles ® Israeli imports

A A

A 2 A~

Greetings [rom

Hertzfield Monument Company

7725 West Roosevelt Road, Forest Park, Ill.
FO 6-2160 CO 1-5758

1958-59
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MILTON J. SILBERMAN

VICE PRESIDENT

FExchange National Bank

of Chicago

30 South LaSalle Street

DEarborn 2-5000

WE NOW PAY

Guaranteed Interest
on Regular

Savings Accounts

3%
|

1%

Guaranteed Interest
on our

SAVE'n SURE PLAN Up to $500

LIFE INSURANCE while you save
No Medical Examination

Originators DRIVE-IN-BANKING — Adams & LaSalle Streets

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.

WE INVITE YOUR INQUIRIES REGARDING PERSONAL OR COMMERCIAL
CHECKING ACCOUNTS.

WILNO

Strictly Kosher — “Pure Beef”’
*Bologna *Salami *Corned Beef *Frankfurters
America’s Superior Quality Delicatessen Meats

Featured in All Better Restaurants and
Delicatessen Stores

Kashruth Supervision by prominent Orthodox
Rabbis: Rabbi Boruch Rabinowitz — Rabbi
Ben Zion Rosenthal

WILNO KOSHER SAUSAGE (O.

Chicago, Illinois TAylor 9-7520

PANAMA - BEAVER, INC.
Chas. J. Leonard, President
Inked Ribbons @ Carbon Paper ® Unimasters

Duplicating Supplies ® Secretarial Supplies
® Aerosol Products

Call Your Local Panama-Beaver Man

"Always a Live Wire"

Greetings from the

CHICAGO FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH
127 North Dearborn Street

Chicago 2, Illinois

BEST WISHES

FROM

JEROME KRITCHEVSKY

OUR 42nd YEAR
"'She must be pleased"

Northwestern Rug & Carpet Cleaners, Inc.
EXPERT RUG and FURNITURE CLEANERS
Wall to wall carpeting cleaned in the house

1849-1851 WEST NORTH AVENUE
Phone ARmitage 6-5900

48
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Q)reeh'ngd

To the new graduates, we extend our cordial invitation to join the ranks
of the Alumni Association.
To all alumni, we appeal for help for our worthwhile projects:

1) The Lecture Forum

2) Our Katherine Eulenberg Publication Fund for publications in
the field of Jewish education

3) Furnishing the new Beth Sharon Library and Study Hall at
Camp Sharon

4) The Dr. Leo Honor Memorial Lecture Hall (Room 304).
5) Expand the Music Collection in Memory of Yetta Sokolow Faden

6) Volunteer Clerical Assistance to the College Offices.

Alumni Association of the College of Jewish Studies

OFFICERS 1958-1959

President: S sdts
MRS. EVELYN HATTIS FOX A
k ) MISS IDA MUTTER
Vice Presidents: AL
MRS. NAOMI FUTORIAN MISS SARAH PESKIND
MRS. LILLIAN KRUPNICK
MRS. SARAH SILVERSTEIN Treasurers:
MR. BEN SMOLENSKY MR. AND MRS. IRWIN JACORS

AND INCOMING OFFICERS 1959-1960.

ARTISTIC HAND ENGRAVING

STYLED AND DESIGNED A Century of Service

by Mordecai Kupferstok B I_OCH P U BI. I S H I N G CO .

on MEZUZOT-TROPHIES-JEWELRY

in Hebrew - Yiddish - English Language fhe Jash Btk Leokein
to Schools—Synagogues—Societies 31 WEST 31st STREET
DEarborn 2-3679 New York City. New York

5 South Wabash Avenue Chicago 3. Il

Suite 714 Send for Catalogues

1958-59



Che @ollege nf Jewmish Studies
EXTENDS GREETINGS
TO ALL ITS STUDENTS AND FRIENDS

HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE
OF AMERICAN JEWS
BY PROVIDING JEWISH EDUCATION

JOIN THE

ﬁml og /ewz,A & i

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
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The Graduating Clads of 1959

CERTIFICATE FOR HEBREW TEACHER

Alexander Ben-Zeev Avyala Ben-Zeev

DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF HEBREW LITERATURE
Frank Isaacs Dalia Ness

Nelly Traivish

CERTIFICATE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER

Abraham Davidson Harriet Goldman Leah Goldstein
Ann Gordon Milton H. Kaspi-Silverman
Rita Simon Leonard Sulkin

DIPLOMA OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF GENERAL JEWISH STUDIES

Leo Kushner Daniel Missner

Esther D. Missner

1958-59

45



The QImcfa@&'n; Cladd o/ 7958

CERTIFICATE FOR HEBREW TEACHER

Frank Isaacs Dalia Ness

Nelly Traivish

DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF HEBREW LITERATURE

Cyril Rubin

CANTORIAL CERTIFICATE

William Hauben

ASSOCIATE OF JEWISH STUDIES

Ida F. Mutter

CERTIFICATE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER

Selma June Cherney Bernice Hirsh
Shayle Jay Gerstein Sarah Isenberg
Beryl Rhoda Merel

THE C. J. S. ANNUAL



Scenes from the Purimadas

Taking One's Chances at the Purimada. Mr. Abraham Finkelstein, Chairman of the Camp
Committee, Crowning Rosalyn Schechter,
Queen Esther of 1959.

About Jewish Books

Joint Jewish Book Month Celebration of the College of Jewish Studies and the Zionist Organization of Chicago.

AROUND THE TABLE — LEFT TO RIGHT: Dr. Paul Hurwitz, Author Leon Uris, Dr. Abraham G. Duker, Dr. Solomon Liptzin,
Mr. David Bern, Mr. Sidney Letush, and Mr. Harold Shenker.

1958-59 , .43



Scenes from the Purimadas

Booths and People

Ll

J,\/ﬂ/(t“ {&T

it i
. .
i

A New Queen Esther, 1958 Calling the Customers to the "Slave Market'.
LEFT TO RIGHT: Sidra DeKoven, Carolyn Cooper, Queen Marilyn
Markowitz, Sue Hyman, Gail Riback.

12 Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL



The Women's Institute

v

Faculty and Guests at Siyum of the Women's Institute, 1958
STANDING: LEFT TO RIGHT: Mrs. Jean Diamond, Mr. Philip Einstein, Mrs. Louis Rosenstein, Dr. Moses Shulvass, Mrs.
Edward Bernsen, Professor Morris Altman, Mrs. Bertha Berkman, Mrs. Morris Hirsh, Mrs. Henry Reich, Dr. Nahum Zackai.

SEATED: LEFT TO RIGHT: Mrs. Nicholas Fox, Dr. Abraham G. Duker, Mrs. Bella Seltzer,
Mrs. Milton Silverstein, Mrs. Harry M. Fisher

Mrs. Bella Seltzer Addresses the Siyum of the Women's Institute, 1958

1958-59 41



A New House is Dedicated

Mr. Abraham Finkelstein, Chairman of the Camp Committee, Greeting the Guests at the Dedication of the New Bet Sharon.
Presidents Katzin and Duker Are in the Background.

The New Beth Sharon

40 TuE C. J. S. ANNUAL



A Hora Dance

1958-59 39



Scenes at Sharon

Dr. Moshe Carmilly's Oufdoof Class

38 Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL




Scenes from Our Indoor College "Campus"

Participants in Special Courses for Freshmen in the
Hebrew Department Take a Pause.

Relaxing during an Intermission.

Mr

Abraham Gurwitz Gives Some Points in Yiddish.

1958-59 37



36

A Talmud Class Listens to Rabbi Abraham Bruckenstein.

Mr. Jerome Hershon Explaines a Principle in Educational Method.

f

The Class is on Social Thought in Judaism, with Dr. David Graubart behind the Desk.

Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL



1958-59

&

Prep Students are Practicing lIsraeli Dances with Mrs. Phylis Gilson.

Rabbi Victor Weissberg and Mr. Moshe Davidson Surrounded by the Eager Younger Generation
of the Preparatory Department.

35



2 Faa 3
Dr. Monford Harris at the North Side Branch

34 Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL
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Rabbi Bezalel Porten Holds the Attention of Northsiders.

e

Mrs. Judith Eisenstein

Uses Audio Aids in Her Music Class.




Classes in Session

A Class in Hebrew with Dr. Nahum Zackai.

Mr. Moshe Davidson lllustrates Some Points in Conversational Hebrew.

Dr. Bernard D. Perlow Expounds the Philosophy of Jewish Education.

32 Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL



Classes in Session

» v

Dr. Moses A. Shulvass' Class Learns about Some Trends in Ancient Jewish Hisfory.

1958-59 31



Classes in Session

Professor Morris Altman Lectures on Hebrew Literature.

Dr. Judah Rosenthal's Class Ponders over a Point in Rabbinic Literature.

Mr. J. R. Sensibar, Guest Lecturer in Course on Israel, Presents His Views on the Future of Industry in the Jewish Stale.

30 Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL



The Thirty-first Commencement

The Academic Procession in Formation.

Alumni Association's Reception Following the Commencement Exercises.

1958-59 29



The Thirty-first Commencement

Mrs. Nelly Traivish, Hebrew Valedictorian, Presents Her Mazsage.

Mr. Moses Levitan Accepts Citation on Behalf of the United HIAS Service.
LEFT TO RIGHT: Mr. Samuel N. Katzin, Mr. Levitan, Mr. Maurice Smoler, Dr. Abraham G. Duker.

28 Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL



The Thirty-first Commencement

Dr. Robert Szold Receiving the Degree of Doctor of Hebrew Letters.

LEFT TO RIGHT: Mr. Beniamin Levinson, Mr. Jules Levinstein, Dr. Robert Szold, Mr. Benjamin R. Harris, Dr. Abraham G.
Duker, Mr. Samuel N. Katzin.

Mr. Leonard Sulkin Reads His Valedictory Address.

1958-59 21



The Q&&&&n&«.&m Clads 9\ 7959

FIRST ROW — LEFT TO RIGHT: Moses Levitan, Maurice Smoler, Benjamin Levinson, Dr. Judah Rosenthal, Samuel N. Katzin, Dr. Abraham &. Duker, Dr. Robert
Szold, Dr. Moses A. Shulvass, Rabbi Maurice |. Kliers, Benjamin R. Harris, Professor Morris Altman, Jules Levinstein.

SECOND ROW: Leonard Sulkin, Mrs. Evelyn Hattis Fox, Mrs. Judith K. Eisenstein, Dr. Nahum Zackai, Dr. Harry Poppers, Rabbi Curt Peritz, Dr. Monford
Harris, Dr. Haiim Rosen, Rabbi Bezalel Porten, Rabbi Abraham H. Bruckenstein, Morris Hirsh, Nelly Traivish.

THIRD ROW: Leo Kushner, Leah Goldstein, Rita Simon, Frank Isaacs, Daniel Missner, Esther D. Missner, Harriet Goldman, Milton H. Kaspi-Silverman, Ayala
Ben-Zeev, Alexander Ben-Zeev.

MISSING: Dalia Ness, Abraham Davidson, Ann Gordon.

THE C. J. S. ANNUAL
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The Thirtieth Commencement

Dr. Paul Hurwitz presenting Citation of Distinction to the Hebrew University. Mr. Samuel N. Katzin receiving the Citation
on Behalf of the University with Dr. Abraham &. Duker, in Center.

Valedictorian Cyril Rubin Addressing Faculty and Guests.

1958-59 25



The Thirtieth Commencement

The Academic Procession Approaches the Stage.

Citations

Judge Harry M. Fisher presenting Citation of Distinction to the Jewish Publication Society of America upon its seventieth

anniversary; Rabbi Ira Eisenstein accepting the Citation on behalf of the Society; Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Editor of the Jewish

Publication Society, who delivered the Commencement Address, is in the center; Dr. Abraham G. Duker, President of the
College, and Mr. Samuel N. Katzin, Chairman of its Board of Trustees, are looking on.

24 Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL



'soees| yuely

‘uleysieg) ojAeyg 'ysii @oludeg ‘|ateN 'y |Aieg 'Asusey)d ‘r Rw|eg 'JayniN ‘4 Bp| 'ysiaied| AjjaN 'biequasiy yeieg ‘usqnepy welj[ipn 'sseN eljeq 'uiqny [HAD 1 MMOY QYIHL
*I8|pueypuRlg PIAR(Q JOjURD 'UBWIBA|IG SISO Jojuel) 'Biaquasig aiopoay] Jojue) 'Mojiad pieuseg iq 'uiegsuiy dijiyd

'x04 si4eH UA|9Ag ‘su ‘jieqness piaeQ ‘Q 'SMIRH PIOJUON ‘i 'Z4lied {InD 1qqey ‘sieddoyg Auep ‘iQ 'UOSpIAR(Q BYSOW 'Zilemydg 'y URY4RN 'YsiiH SHION AAOY ANOD3IS
‘wneqiepay) PIAR(Q 10Ss840dd ‘URWl|y SIIION JOSsejold 'ulajsuasiy el| iqqey 'sseA|nyg 'y sesoN iq '|ezhein

uowojog *ig '4eYNQ ' weyeiqy "IQ ‘uizie) N |nweS ‘|eyjussoy yepnp uq “eysiy N Asey oBpnp ‘zpminy neq tiqg ‘leyoez wnyeN Q (IHOIY OL 1437 — MOY LSYI4

8664 Jo oo bunpompoyf) oy,

$84N40l4 Ul SIBd L dlWepedy ay|

23

1958-59



Commencement 1959

Presenting Robernt Szald

Statement Read by MR. BENJAMIN LEVINSON

I have the honor to present as a candidate for the Degree
of Doctor of Hebrew Letters a respected leader whose career
in civic and Jewish life is a testimony to achievement, devotion.
and a perceptive application of long range views to the baffling
problems of today.

Mr. Szold! Your career has been a distinguished one. as
a civil servant in the capacity of Assistant Attorney General
of Puerto Rico and Assistant Solicitor General of the United
States, as a leader in many humanitarian activities, such as low
rent housing, trade unions, and cooperative movements.

Outstanding has been your distinguished service of over
four decades to Zionism and to the Jewish National Home under
the Mandate and, in our own era of redemption, to Israel. You
were a member of the Zionist Commission to Palestine in 1919,
the forerunner of Israel’s Provisional Government. You were
Vice-Chairman of the Council of the Jewish Agency in 1931,
and President of the Zionist Organization of America in
1930-31. You excelled in furthering the Holy Land’s economic
welfare, as the founder of the Palestine Development Council;
as Vice-President, President and Chairman of the Board of the
Palestine Economic Cooperation; as a founder and President
of the Palestine Endowment Funds and in many other offices.
You were a close collaborator of the illustrious Justice Louis
D. Brandeis for many years.

Always modest, patient and self-eflacing, you have given
the best of your judgment and the finest of your talents to the
services of your own people, in an era characterized both by
terrible reverses and by the fulfillment of millennial hopes.

It is with great pride that I present Robert Szold as the
recipient of the Degree of Doctor of Hebrew Letters, Honoris
Causa.

* Members of the Board of Trustees of The College of Jewish Studies.
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ﬂccepl‘ance af
Citalion to Unilted HIAS Service

By MR. MOSES LEVITAN
On behalf of United HIAS Service

By appropriate coincidence, this year, which marks the 75th
anniversary of United HIAS Service, the world-wide Jewish
migration agency, also marks the 75th anniversary of that great
beacon of light, and symbol of freedom and welcome to all immi-
grants to our shores, the statue of Liberty.

During the past three-quarters of a century, United HIAS
Service and its predecessors have helped more than three miliion
Jews migrate to countries of haven in order to rebuild their lives
in peace and security, and, as the “people of the Book,” to live
with dignity. This they have done by establishing wherever they
settled, institutions of learning, of culture, and institutions for
the preservation of high spiritual values.

This citation to United HIAS Service from such an institu-
tion of learning in our midst, of which we, the Jews of Chicago,
are justly proud, has special significance. It is a recognition by the
College of Jewish Studies that the Jewish immigrant to this
country, helped by United HIAS Service, brings with him not
only the desire and ability for material and economic improve-
ment, but also the great heritage of love of learning.

L, therefore, deem it a special privilege, as a member of the
Board of United HIAS Service, to participate in your Commence-
ment Exercises. May I express to the College of Jewish Studies
the thanks of United HIAS Service for the signal honor of this
Citation, which I accept on its behalf — a Citation ever to be
cherished, as the service of this world-wide Jewish migration
agency continues to merit your recognition.

1958-59
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Cilalion Zo
United HIAS Seruice

Read by MR. MAURICE SMOLER
Member of the Board of Trustees of the College of Jewish Studies

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND THE FACULTY
of the

COLLEGE OF JEWISH STUDIES

Cognizant of the observance of the 75th Anniversary
of the establishment of the Hebrew Sheltering and
Immigrant Aid Society—HIAS

Mindful of the great humanitarian activities of this
organization throughout its long existence and of the
important work of the United Service for New Ameri-
cans—USNA and the Migration Services of the Ameri-
can Jewish Joint Distribution Committee—]JDC, all
of which were joined in the United HIAS Service

Conscious of the importance of aid to migrants in
fostering Jewish survival

Aware of the importance of rescue of refugees in
the era of closed doors to Jews that preceded the es-
tablishment of the State of Israel

Present this Citation to the United HIAS Service.
on this Commencement Day of the College of Jewish
Studies, in Chicago, Illinois, the 8th day of Sivan, 5719.
corresponding to June 14, 1959.

SAMUEL N. KATZIN ABRAHAM G. DUKER
Chairman, Board of Trustees President

BENJAMIN R. HARRIS

Chairman, Executive Committee

Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL
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For three score years and ten, the Jewish Publication
Society of America has pioneered in fostering Jewish culture
and learning in this country through the printed word. It
has thereby helped English speaking Jewry to continue the
tradition of Am Hasefer, the People of the Book.

Scholars and laymen, children and adults, have found
in the Society a generous provider of cultural fare.

The crown of its achievement, the J. P. S. Bible, a trans-
lation made by Jews, for Jews, on the basis of Jewish
tradition, has become the text for students, the source for
prayers, the version for scriptural readings. Therefore,

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND THE FACULTY
of the
COLLEGE OF JEWISH STUDIES
cognizant of the importance of
THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA

for the cultural life of American Jewry
do hereby present this
Cidalion of Distinclion o
The Jewiih Publication Saciely of Amenica
on its Seventieth Anniversary
Presented in Chicago. Illinois, on this Commencement
Day, the 27th day of Sivan, 5718, Tenth Anniversary Year

of the Establishment of Tsrael, corresponding to June
fifteenth, 1958,

SAMUEL N. KATZIN ABRAHAM G. DUKER
Chairman, Board of Trustees President
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Cilalion fo
Helrew Wm’adudq

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND THE FACULTY
of the
COLLEGE OF JEWISH STUDIES

cognizant of the observance of the
fortieth anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone
of the
HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

and of the opening this year of its new campus, mindful of the
University’s world fame and signal achievements in all fields
of human knowledge, humanities, science and social studies,
and conscious of its outstanding contributions to the advance-
ment of higher Jewish learning the world over, do hereby
present the Hebrew University of Jerusalem with this Citation of
Distinction. We send to this great Jewish institution our greet-
ings of mnssm nov2and hope that it will continue to fulfill the
vision of the Prophet: m9wn x¥n j»3» 3.

Presented in Chicago, Illinois, on this Commencement
Day, the 27th day of Sivan, 5718, this Tenth Anniversary
Year of the Establishment of the Republic of Israel.
corresponding to June fifteenth, 1958.

SAMUEL N. KATZIN ABRAHAM G. DUKER
Chairman, Board of Trustees President

Tue C- J. S. ANNUAL



tary, disease breeding, crime producing tene-
ments; to unemployment of millions able,
ready and willing to work in a highly de-
veloped industrial system, which still has not
provided a guaranteed annual wage, profitable
for employer, employee and public alike; to
depressed areas where the souls of the ener-
getic and ambitious are seared with frustra-
tion; to unjustifiable inequalities in the distri-
bution of vast national income; even perhaps
to destruction of civilization by forces from
abroad who know no soft and easy life.

Consider, if you will, if the pursuit of vani-
ties has not led to breakdown of family ties;
to disrespect for teachers and elders; to dis-
respect for learning; to absence of those dis-
ciplines by which the individual must abide
if he is to be free.

Should we not be warned against the ever
increasing size of business corporations, of
the dangers from mounting aggregations of
capital, especially since ownership is ever
more dispersed among absentee impotent
shareholders, and management retains the
power? Would not the prophet cry out that
power divorced from responsibility is evil?

Is not the continuing concentration of
power, in whatever form of organization, be
it corporation, labor union, city, state, poli-
tical organization or community chest, due to
the individual who shrugs off evil consequen-
ces, so long as he has his immediate personal

profit?

Is there the outstanding leadership in busi-
ness, in unions, in state and nation that is re-
quired by the times; and if leaders have feet
of clay, is it because of the softened moral
fiber that comes with our material success?

Members of the Graduating Class already
know that the pursuit of Jewish traditional

1958-59

learning is good; that solution of the prob-
lems in the world around them may be clari-
fied first, by deep comprehensive accurate
knowledge of the facts; second, by relating
the facts and the problems to the truths as
developed by the ancient Hebrew prophets.
With such guidance, solutions will appear
simply, as the sun lights up the day.

Members of this Graduating Class are edu-
cated Jews. They have spent years in a mo-
dern variant of the traditional discipline of
law, lore, and learning. Theirs has been a
high privilege. Especially is this so in free
America. Corresponding duties devolve upon
them. Again, to quote Brandeis:

“The educated descendants of a people
which in its infancy cast aside the Golden
Calf and put its faith in the invisible God
cannot worthily in its maturity worship
worldly distinction and things material . . .

“We are bound not only to use worthily
our great inheritance, but to preserve, and,
if possible, augment it; and then transmit
it to coming generations.”

As in the days of Brandeis, today the pull
and tug of social forces in America not
only impede the process and progress of
Jewish education, but also lead away from it.
Modern Jewish children are apt to put Jewish
education last, and to yield priority to almost
every other form of work, discipline or play.
The choice spirits, few though they bhe who
recognize the dangers, must ever be on guard.
The Jewish community must never lose its re-
gard for Jewish education, Herein lies the
challenge to each graduate of the College of
Jewish Studies. He will perform his mission
as his inner self dictates, and as his ability
permits. Let him know that he carries special
responsibilities, and that his fellow Americans
will watch the path which he chooses to follow.
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In his volume The Words of Justice Bran-
deis Rabbi Solomon Goldman relates that Mr.
Brandeis said:

“I believe that the Jews can be just as
much of a priest people today as they were
in the prophetic days.”

The early prophetic vision that the Jews re-
establish themselves in Palestine, as an ulti-
mate aim, was never lost. Zionism was the
cause nearest to Brandeis’ heart. He insisted
not only on the objective, but also on the

means, On July 17, 1940, he wrote:

“Men may think what they will as to
economics and politics. But renunciation of
the fundamental moral law on the theory
that ‘the end justifies the means’ may not
be tolerated.”

His devotion to the means was detailed,
daily and dedicated. After his visit to Pales-
tine in 1919, he outlined certain practical
steps for attaining the majestic goal. He stated
not simply that there should be a Jewish
Commonwealth, but that it should be com-
posed of “. . . manly self-supporting Jews
who will develop into a homogeneous people
with high Jewish ideals; will develop and
apply there the Jewish spiritual and intellec-
tual ideals . ..”

Brandeis’ connection with Agqaba, little
known, affords uncanny illustration of his
foresight. Aqaba was a port on the Red Sea
opening to the Negeb. The Negeb had been
barren, rocky desert for centuries, unfit for
human habitation. There it stood, neglected
and scorned. After many years of study
David Ben Gurion concluded that the Negeb
was important, among other reasons because
it was unpopulated, and had possibilities
of development. He consulted Brandeis in
1935, and spoke to him of the potential of
Aqaba. In his conversation with Ben Gurion,
Brandeis insisted that he personally partici-
pate in the project. He thus was the first to
furnish substantial funds for purchase of
land in Aqaba. Today, hardly more than two
decades later, the consummate importance
of Aqaba and of the Negeb is common
knowledge. At that time, to envisage the pre-
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sent role of Aqaba and to do something sub-
stantial for it, was foresight almost mystical.

The prophetic participation by Brandeis in
the Zionist development was thoroughly char-
acteristic. It provided adventure. Palestine
was a small country, where a new community
might provide peculiarly favorable circum-
stances for social experimentation. There
would be no “curse of bigness.” It would
afford opportunity for the small man. Indeed.
it was a segment of Brandeis’ concern for the
individual. If the Jews were, as he believed.
a priest people, imbued with profound inner
striving for learning, motivated by high ideals
of human conduct, which had their source in
the eternal verities, in Palestine such seeds
could germinate and flower.

Brandeis himself explained that the Zion-
ist vision was a necessary fulfilment of the
Jewish love for learning. Ingrained in Jewish
character are respect for learning and rever-
ence for the man learned in law and lore. The
primacy of the teachings of the Torah has
been a paramount principle of Jewish life
throughout the ages. The greater the obstacles,
it has seemed, the more persistent were the
Jews in their pursuit of learning, and the more
dedicated their lives to it. Deepened in the
course of history, this innate characteristic of
the Jew, in danger of being lost, would find
fulfilment in the land of the fathers.

If Brandeis were alive today, to what evils
would he turn his attention? With what pres-
ent questions are the forces of spirituality
concerned? Let each graduate give deliberate
answer for himself. On this occasion one may
be only sketchy, but perhaps suggestive.

Are not the evils of today largely related
to a disregard by the individual of his duties;
to selfishness; to a disproportionate preoccupa-
tion with matena] things; to an over-emphasis
on gadgets and superficial artificially stimu-
lated wants; to selfish isolation and shirking
of responsﬂ)lhty in family, civie, national,
and world affairs; to groping for that easy life
which results in widespread softening of the
moral fiber?

Selfishness leads to urban slums where the
poor and ignorant are crowded into unsani-

Tue C. J. S. ANNUAL



that Brandeis was a modern Hebrew prophet.
Out of the numerous citations, we may select
one, written in 1932:

“Those who come into personal contact
with him come away marvelling at the in-
tensity of his spirit, . . . They feel that they
have seen a re-incarnation of the ancient
prophets.”

The elements which impel comparison to
the Hebrew prophets are not far to seek; the
austerity of his personal life; his abhorrence
of ostentation and waste; his zeal for reform;
his concern for the oppressed. In his simple
study in Washington were two unadorned pic-
tures, one of Langdell, the famous teacher
of Law, the other of Theodor Herzl. His per-
sonal appearance brought up the image of
Lincoln. He exuded an atmosphere of se-
renity, which came from an unshakable con-
viction that truth shall ever prevail. His solu-
tion of problems, in whatever sphere, was re-
lated to moral rules.

Other aspects enlarge the comparison to
the Hebrew prophets. This was so particularly
because of Brandeis’ emphasis on the indi-
vidual. Man must be held to high standards
of conduct on this earth. He must be free. He
must have dignity. He must be held respon-
sible for his conduct. He will develop in the
measure that he discharges that responsibility.

To speak of Brandeis as a spiritual force in
no way denigrates his other qualities. He was
a great statesman. He was a great American.
His superb mind, vast memory, and extra-
ordinary, sheer ability enabled him to be a
master of facts, and to influence adaptation of
the machine age to democracy.,

Brandeis was a prophet in a sense other
than as religious teacher. He was also a seer
or foreteller. A few instances may be recalled
where Brandeis predicted the future with
startling accuracy.

In the nineteenth century Brandeis wrote
that there should be a right of privacy. He
predicted that the law should recognize such
a new right. Now it does. Shortly after the
beginning of the twentieth century, Brandeis
said that conservation of natural resources
was a national problem. This was years before
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the Pinchot Ballinger controversy. In 1923,
(in the Southwestern Bell Telephone -case,
262 U. S. 276), ten years before the depres-
sion of the 30’s, Brandeis said prices would
fall. In the spring of 1930, when experts felt
that the 1929 panic was over, he said it would
be known as the depression of 1933. In 1933,
eight days after Hitler was elected, he said
“The Jews must leave Germany.” At that time
this was a voice in the wilderness; few, if any,
dreamed of the holocaust to follow.

The most profound of the prophecies of
Brandeis had to do with Zionism. Brandeis
accepted the Zionist thesis, when it was re-
garded by the overwhelming majority of Ame-
rican Jews as phantasy. In 1912, to be a Zion-
ist was prophecy in all its aspects; the bold
concept; the reformer’s zeal; the faith in ma-
nifest destiny; the idealist’s dream that the
righteous people of the Book carry on their life
in accordance with the Book, in the land of
the Book. At the present day, when the State
of Israel has been established, when it is a
member of the United Nations, recognized by
over sixty other sovereign states, it is difficult
to comprehend the leap into the future which
Brandeis took when he embraced Zionism.
Listen to his explanation of his motivation.

On February 7, 1918, he wrote to David

Lubin, the agronomist, in Rome:

“It was the idealism of Zionism which
first attracted me; and the great need of
arousing that idealism in our American
Jews, coarsened by assimilation, which
led me to take a more active part in the
movement.”’

At the Zionist Convention in 1930, popular
demand arose that Brandeis reassume titular
leadership. In the course of his formal reply,
addressed to the Delegates of the Zionist Or-
ganization of America in Convention As-
sembled and dated, Chatham, June 28, 1930,

he wrote:

“. .. When eighteen years ago I first gave
serious thought to the problems of Jewry
and began the search for the means of pre-
serving the spiritual legacies of Israel as
an active force in the world, I became a
Zionist and a follower of Herzl.”
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Brandecs as a Spinctual Porce

The Commencement Address

Those who have spent years in the pursuit
of Jewish learning at the College of Jewish
Studies may at this, their Commencement
Exercises, consider the words of Louis Dem-
bitz Brandeis, who wrote in 1916:

“Our intellectual capacity was devel-
oped by the almost continuous training of
the mind throughout twenty-five centuries.
The Torah led the ‘People of the Book’ to
intellectual pursuits at times when most of
the Aryan peoples were illiterate. Religion
imposed the use of the mind upon the Jews,
indirectly as well as directly. It demanded
of the Jew not merely the love, but also the
understanding of God. This necessarily in-
volved a study of the Law.”

This is our inheritance. If it charges a trust
and imposes a duty, what follows? How will
today’s graduates perform their trusteeship?

For the answer, the Hebrew prophets of
old furnish guidance. The Biblical prophets
called for righteousness and justice. They were
preachers and teachers. They addressed them-
selves to the evils of their day. In the name
of the Almighty, they demanded high stan-
dards of individual conduct. They hesitated

ROBERT SZOLD

Teday i

not to attack the powerful. The major prophets
were also statesmen, active in times of crises.
They taught the supremacy of the Almighty.
and related His rule to human conduct on this
earth.

The outstanding recent legitimate descend-
ant of the line of Hebrew prophets is, by
common consent, Brandeis. Consideration of
his life may assist today’s graduates in the
conduct of their lives. Since the death of Mr.
Brandeis on October 5, 1941, not a few, in
high station and low, have called him the
modern Hebrew prophet. Presidents of the
United States spoke of him intimately as
“Isaiah” and as a person full of moral stimu-
lation. Chief Justices, other Justices of the
Supreme Court of the United States and dis-
tinguished Doctors of Law have recalled his
prophetic vision, his ethical intensity, his spir-
itual greatness, his moral grandeur. Leading
rabbis have recorded that every meeting with
him was a spiritual experience; that there was
prophetic tradition behind him, and the fire
of prophecy inside him.

During his lifetime, many persons, in writ-
ing and in speech, articulated their feeling

homeless Jew, and the only place where the
Hebraic culture is the basic culture. We must
make our youths cognizant of their Jewish
heritage; love our Jewish customs and cere-
monies; and share the Jewish cultural tradition
of scholars, writers, poets, musicians, artists;
make our pupils aware of contribution of
Jews to world civilization; conscious of the
need to continue our history that was made
by all Jews who had a sense of mission, and
of the dedication and determination that have
helped us survive as a spiritual minority
throughout our long history. This is indeed
a challenging task for a Jewish teacher in the
few hours of teaching allotted to him. We
must make these hours count.

14

In Judaism, Torah study is a life time pro-
cess and teachers who want to teach must in
turn be disciples themselves. The College of
Jewish Studies through the efforts of its fa-
culty renders an unmeasurable service to the
community of Chicago and the Middle West
by broadening the horizons of Jewish culture
of many thousands, by the training of spi-
ritual leaders and teachers. By keeping alive
our priceless heritage, the College of Jewish
Studies is a most significant instrument for
Jewish continuity.

The success of this work is the highest re-
ward that the faculty of the College of Jewish
Studies can achieve.

TuE C. J. S. ANNUAL
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Valedictorians ¥ddress

Let us go back in history to the times of
Johanan ben Zakkai, the great teacher and
interpreter of the Torah, the man who laid the
basis for Jewish survival without statehood.
During the siege of Jerusalem by the Romans
in the year 70 C. E., Johanan ben Zakkai had
his disciples carry him out of the besieged city
in a coffin. He then went before the Roman
commander, Vespasian who granted him per-
mission to transfer his gathering of disciples
to the little town of Yabneh near Jaffa.

The daily Temple sacrifices, considered an
essential part of the national religious cult,
were no longer possible. Johanan, citing the
Prophets as authorities, declared that good
deeds and the study of Torah would hence-
forth serve as the connecting links between the
widely scattered Jewish people until the time
when the Temple would be rebuilt and the
sacrifices restored. Johanan ben Zakkai saved
his people at a time when an overwhelming
national disaster, the fall of Jerusalem and
the destruction of the Temple, and the advent
of a new faith, Christianity, combined to
threaten the Jews with extinction.

The Roman Emperor, Hadrian, after his
bloody subjection of the Bar Kochba rebellion
in the year 135 C. E., included among the
capital crimes the teaching of Torah and the
ceremony of ordination which perpetuated its
instruction. Many sages — the leaders of
the people — who continued to expound the
Holy Seriptures, suffered martyrdom. Rabbi
Akiba ben Joseph died under torture with
the Shemah on his lips. Another illustrious
martyr was Judah ben Baba whom the Romans
surprised in the act of ordaining seven of
Akiba’s disciples. The young scholars escaped
to Babylonia. They returned to their homes
after Hadrian’s death, when the new Roman
Emperor Antoninus Pius ended most of the
prohibitions against the observance of the
faith. Then a gathering of scholars took place
in the town of Usha, which replaced Yabneh
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as the center of the community. The tradition
of Torah continued. Judaism survived, thanks
to the determination of the teachers and
scholars.

What can we learn from the example set
down by Johanan ben Zakkai and his fol-
lowers? We are taught that through all ad-
versity the only hope for the survival of Juda-
ism is the continued study of its teachings.This
is what we must continue to strive for today
as teachers. We must make the few hours a
day or week that we give to our students very
meaningful. We must instruct our students in
the Hebrew language, history, law, and phi-
losophy of our people.

We must also teach our students that the
world we live in respects power. This is a
difhicult task for spiritual leadership, but we
must always remember the nefarious deeds
of the modern Amaleks. We must bring to our
pupils a sense of identification, not only with
the six million martyrs, but also with those
who resisted them, the Ghetto fighters. the
Palestine Jewish units who fought in North
Africa and in Europe, the Jewish soldiers in
the Allied armies, the underground Jewish re-
sistance movements that fought to keep the
doors of the Holy Land open to Jewish re-
fugees and thus laid the foundation for the
gallant Israeli army that distinguished itself
in the War of Liberation and later routed
Nasser’s legions in the Sinai Campaign. This
does not mean that we give up Jewish spiritu-
ality and hopes for peace. We must continue
to teach our students to carry out the Ten
Commandments and not to lose their hope
for the days of peace foretold by the Prophets.
However, it does imply that we must steel
ourselves for living in a world where brute
force is respected—alas—much too much.

We must also teach our youth to be proud
of the achievements of the State of Israel and
to help advance its cause in whatever way pos-
sible. For this is the only door open to the
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Valedictonians »¥ddnesd

Perhaps in no other calling is there vested
so much of the responsibility of Judaism’s
future as in religious school teaching. Henry
Adams, a great educator, once said: “A
teacher effects eternity; he can never tell
where his influence stops.”

We in Jewish education find this more par-
ticularly so, as our teachings deal predomin-
antly with attitudes, moral and ethical. We
teach the intangibles. It is one thing to teach
t"at one plus one equals two, and quite another
to teach young people a God concept and a
code to live by.

There is an old legend that states that before
God gave us the Torah at Mt. Sinai, he asked
the Jewish people for guarantors that the
Torah would be kept. The people offered our
Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying,
“The Patriarchs should be acceptable as guar-
antors since they are our forefathers with
whom You Yourself have made a covenant.”
But God refused the Patriarchs. Then the
people offered the Prophets as guarantors,
saying, “Surely the Prophets are acceptable to
You, for did You not speak to them.” But
God refused to accept the Prophets. Finally
the people offered their children as guarantors
that the Law would be kept. These God ac-
cepted, saying: “Children represent continu-
ing life and the future of our people.”

These guarantors are the students of yester-
day, today and tomorrow. It is no lightweight
responsibility we teachers in religious school
have. We must channel all of our energies

ally speaking, pleased with the material, tone
and apparent friendly attitudes of the authors
of these books. There are of course errors and
prejudices expressed in some. I hope to in-
vestigate further their background and the
problems connected with them.
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toward teaching these guarantors the meaning
and purpose of the laws that God placed in
their hands. We must help them realize the
fundamental truths contained in our Torah.
We must instill in them an appreciation of the
warmth, beauty and love to be found in Juda-
ism.

Then too we must impart the importance of
man’s “individual responsibility,” so that our
young people should fully realize that they
can’t just sit back and expect that all will go
according to nature, but that God expects man
to give of himself, his energies, and his cre-
ative abilities. There are many methods a
teacher utilizes in order to put this across. |
recall an experience with a group of students
in the third grade who could not quite attach
meaning and purpose to “man’s individual
responsibility”—and so we experimented and
formed a partnership with God. We planted
two seeds in different pots, one they put on
the window sill in class and the other they put
in the supply closet. The one on the window
they watered and cared for and the other they
ignored completely. When the first fresh green
leaf peeped thru the earth the youngsters were
filled with awe. They ran to the closet to see
the other plant and of course it was dead-dry-
nothing. Then came the gratifying moment,
the moment when everything becomes worth-
while to the teacher. One little girl said, “Oh
Mrs. Cherney, now I know what you mean,

if we help God, He helps us.”

In closing I would like to read a poem, a
promise from every graduate assembled here
tonight, a promise given freely to the faculty,
to whom we owe so much, to the guarantors
keepers of the Torah, and to our guests —

We'll hold the lamp of learning
High to light the path

For every student yearning
For Torah’s truths at last.

TaE C. J. S. ANNUAL



Rogers, F. Adams and W. Brown (New York,
Henry Holt and Co., 1952-56). In part 3,
chapter 3, p. 63, we are told that the He-
brews gained a new idea about God. “They
came to see Jehovah not as a fierce jealous
tribal God, but as a just and all-seeing Father
of all peoples.”

In paragraph entitled “Jews Have Long
Endured Persecution,” Cyrus the Great, Jesus,
Ku Klux Klan, Hitler and the Nazis are men-
tioned. The concluding sentences read:

“The Nazis robbed and tortured anyone
who had Jewish blood. Millions of Jews in
Germany and German controlled nations
died horrible deaths in concentration
camps. The Jews had no country they could
call their own. They had been driven from
Palestine, Russia and other countries. Many
homeless Jews came to America in the late
19th and early 20th centuries.

“Late in 19th century some Jews began
to feel that if they could have their own
country perhaps other peoples would res-
pect them more. They started a movement
to go back to Palestine and found a Jewish
National Home. Since the old name for
Jerusalem was Zion the Jews called their
plan to return to their old home in the Holy
Land, Zionism.”

The chapter concludes: “The Ten Com-
mandments of the Hebrews are still the best
rules of life anyore can find.” (page 657).

Among the “Questions for Discussion”
there is one: “Why is the history of Palestine
so important to us?” Topic 4 under “Topics
for Discussion” is concerned with the Bible,
“the world’s greatest work of literature.” The
students are asked to “prepare a talk explain-
ing the many types of writing contained in
the Bible, such as poetry, stories, etc. and
then read to the class a portion you think has
special literary qualities as literature.” Fi-
nally, the chapter concludes by suggesting
interesting reading like Next Year in Jeru-
salem by Nina B. Baker and Land and Peoples
of Israel by Gail Hoffman.

Under the heading, “A Divided World
Faces the Difficult Problems of Lasting Peace,”
appears a full account of Ralph Bunche and
his achievements in bringing peace to the Holy
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Land. To cite, “Bunche worked with tact and
persistance, The Israel Army proved better
than the armies of the Arab states, So, finally
Bunche was able to convince the Arabs they
should give up.” (p. 655).

Among the questions at the end of the
Chapter the student is requested to “Give the
meaning of the following—UNRRA—WHO
~—UNESCO-—Zionism, . .. Other questions

of pertinence are:

(1) “Why did the Jews wish to set up a
Jewish national state in Palestine?” (2) “Why
did Arabs oppose Zionism?” (3) “What
country in 1948 turned the problem of Pales-
tine over to the U. N.?” and (4) “Who re-
ceived a Nobel Peace Prize in 1950 for his
work in Palestine?”

The topic for discussion is “The New State
of Israel.” The student is instructed to “tell
the class about the new nation and its prob-
lems” and to consult Land and People by
Gail Hoffman.

The last book on our shelf is The Making
of Today’s World by R. O. Hughes and C. A.
Pullen (Chicago, Allyn and Bacon. 1956).

In the Chapter on “The Beginnings of Our
Civilizations” we read “The Story of the
Hebrew People.” Tt relates what the world
owes to the Hebrews, namely, the ideas of
one God and the Ten Commandments, that
underline all moral teaching today.

The student is informed that the Jewish
people do not include the New Testament in
their sacred writings and that most of it was
written by the apostles who were Jewish by
birth. (p. 49).

At the end of the chapter it is stated that
“The nations of the East, except the Hebrews,
did not develop or appreciate one idea that

we think very important. today. That is the
idea of the worth of the individual.” (p. 61).

In the final chapter “World Relationships
in Our Own Times” information is given
about the story of the mandate, the war with
Arabs. A list of significant dates in Jewish
history is given. With the exception of the re-
ference to the Second Destruction, they all
pertain to the Biblical Period.

In conclusion, let me state that T am, gener-
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In the chapter “The World at Mid-century”
the subject of Palestine is taken up rather
briefly. It states that “In 1945 seven Moslem
countries formed an Arab League to protect
the independence of its member countries and
prevent Palestine from becoming a Jewish
state . . . The Jews clamored for a Jewish
state which they claimed the British had
promised. Britain turned the problem over
to the U. N.”. The closing paragraph states
that Israel established itself as an indepen-
dent nation and was accepted as a member

of the U. N. (p. 759).

The reader will note that no mention is
made of Hitler’s genocidal role in World
War II.

The story of the establishment of the State
of Israel is covered briefly yet sympathetically
in Man’s Story by T. W. Walbank (Chicago.
Scott Foresman and Co., 1954). Among the
illustrations showing how man worships in
many ways there is a picture of a synagogue
during Rosh Hashanah (p. 299) with the cap-
tion “The Ram’s Horn Signals the New Year
for an Old Faith.” The reader is told that
“Ever since Moses the Hebrew people have
kept the tablet of the Ten Commandments and
the scroll of the Jewish law. The prophets’
belief in One God has influenced world ideas
ever since their time. Other illustrations fol-
low, e. g., an Arab Mosque with the caption—
“Like Christianity, Islam, the religion of Mo-
hammed was heavily influenced at birth by
Jewish beliefs.” On page 724 there is a brief
paragraph on Palestine: “Arabs feared Jews
would outnumber them.” Then follows a dis-
cussion of the Arab war with Israel. The last
sentence reads: “This unhappy situation be-
tween Arabs and Jews threatens the peace of
the mid-east.”

Another texthook used in the High Schools
is World History for a Better World by W. E.
Neff and M. G. Plener (Milwaukee, Wis.,
Bruce Publishing Co., 1955). On page 38 we
read “The Hebrews teach Monotheism.” The
section ends with words: “Cyrus allowed the
Jews to return to their homeland.” The study
aids and questions at the end of the chapter
are as follows:
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1. Why is the location of Palestine stra-
tegic?

2. What contributions did Palestine make
to culture and civilization?

3. Though the Hebrews often fell back into
idolatry, engaged in wars, were carried into
captivity, their nation was preserved. Why is
this fortunate for the world today?

4. Describe the education of the Hebrew
children.

5. Show that the life of the Hebrews was
on a definitely higher plane than any previous

people. (p. 41).

Under the item, “Put your knowledge to
use”, the follolwing questions are asked:

“The Hebrews preserved and passed on
the Ten Commandments — a statement of
human rights and the idea of one God. What
responsibility does the Christian world have
today? How well is it succeeding?”

In the chapter on the Difficulties of the U.
N., two pages are devoted to Palestine. The
following subjects are covered: Its early his-
tory, Balfour Declaration, Arabs demand Pa-
lestine, The New Israel. Finally in the last
paragraph on the development of Palestine.
it is stated that “Today Israel is trying to
build a prosperous national state for Jews
who are coming there from many countries.
With financial help from Jews in other coun-
tries, especially America, Israel is being
turned into a rich land. Irrigation has in-
creased farm products 80% since 1948.” (p.
761).

A terse coverage is that in Modern History
by Carl Becker (Chicago, Silver Burdett Co..
1954). Its last chapter, dealing with the post-
war years, describes “Trouble in Near East,”
“Arabs are united by religion and opposition
to new state of Israel,” “Arab War on Israel
1948.” Tt concludes with the statement that
“Israel survived and was admitted to member-
ship in U. N. But bitter problems remained.”
Among questions asked at end of chapter is

the following: “How did the U. N. help es-
tablish Israel?” (p. 880).

The best account on our subject of interest
is obtained in Story of Nations by L. B.

Tuae C. J. S. ANNUAL



tion and vigor in developing their old-new
land. They have been helped in their efforts
by contributions from Jews all over the
world . . . Israel is a republic. It has a pre-
sident, a prime-minister and an assembly.
Arabs are not allowed to vote!” (pp. 367-70).

Of course, the last statement is false. Arabs
do vote. In fact, they have eight representa-
tives in the Knesset (Israel’s parliament).
Dr. Lewis has written, at my request, to the
publishers and has asked that this statement
be corrected.

High School History

Understandingly, the books used in the
High Schools contain more information and
material for creative study.

A widely used textbook is This Our World
by A. C. Bining, R. H. Shryock and M. Wolf
(Princeton, N. J., Van Nostrand Co., 1953).
The chapter on the Early Hebrews has the
following sub-titles: Palestine, the Land in
which the Hebrews Settled, Ancestors of the
Hebrews, Escape from the Egyptians, Desert
Wanderings, The Hebrews in Palestine.

All this is followed by questions: i. e., What
did Moses accomplish? Who were the greatest
Hebrew kings? Why was the kingdom di-
vided?

Then follows a section called puzzles: “Why
the Hebrew story is not found in Egyptian
Literature? Why the Israelites were called
Hebrews meaning outsiders” (p. 63). Here
again I noted all details and wrote my ob-
jections to this wrong translation of the word
Hebrews. (Dr. Lewis has taken the proper
steps to correct this error, t00).

The plight of the Jews During World War
IT is presented as follows on page 643, in the
chapter, called “The Midle East™:

“By the end of World War IT millions of
Jews had perished because of Hitler’s fa-
natical hatred of them . . . Migration to
Palestine, the age-old promised land
seemed to be their only hope. The move-
ment was opposed by the Arabs. About
600,000 Jews lived in Palestine at the close
of war and 1,200,000 Arabs.
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“Wearied of her long mandate and of
the difficulty of securing an agreement be-
tween Arabs and Zionists, the name applied
to the Jewish colonists in Palestine, Great
Britain asked the General Assembly to take
up the problem . There was disagree-
ment among the great powers over Pales-
tine. By early 1949 the Jews had fought
off the Arabs and were able to maintain
their small State of Israel.

“England, France and Italy recognized
the new nation and conferences between
Jews and Arabs brought hostilities to an
end. Popular elections were held in Israel,
a government was established and a new
nation was launched.”

There are a number of errors in this cov-
erage. It is wrong, for instance, to identify all
the Jewish colonists in Palestine as Zionists.
Zionism is a world wide movement and not
all the Jews in Palestine were Zionists at the
time of the decision. The conflict was between
Jews and Arabs and not only hetween Zion-
ists and Arabs. The date of the Arab invasion
of Israel is wrong. It had taken place in 1948.
The first government to recognize the new
state of Israel was that of the United States
of America. This surely should have been
mentioned in an American textbook.

Another textbook used in the High Schools
is Men’s Achievement Through the Ages by
W. Hobberton and L. V. Roth (River Forest,
I1l., Laidlow Bros., 1952). It contains refer-
ences to “The Hebrews spiritual contribu-
tions — The Early Hebrews — A Hebrew
Kingdom—Division and Downfall—Triumph
in Spite of Captivity.” The closing paragraph
of the last item reads as follows: “The Ba-
bylonian captivity was, in a sense, a time of
triumph for the Hebrews—In Babylon they
expanded their religious ideas and enlarged
their conception of God. Their God was not
only of Israel but of the universe, that He
was not limited by space or time. It was the
Hebrews who clung to the idea of one God
ruling the entire universe and expressed it
in the Old Testament. Throughout the centu-
ries the Hebrews have kept their identity
though they had neither homeland nor na-
tional existence for many centuries.” (p. 53).
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Refugee Problem and Changes in Israel. The
closing statement reads: “Israel is being built
up rapidly. Many of its Jewish settlers have
become farmers. Modern methods and equip-
ment have been brought in to make the soil
produce more. New industries have been es-
tablished and trade is lively through the sea-
ports of Israel. Citrus fruit is the chief ex-
port.” (p. 396).

Another texthook used in the seventh grade
is History of World Peoples by H. Cordies
and B. Robert (Chicago, Rand McNally and
Co., 1954). The chapter on “The Peoples of
Mid-East,” contains the following passage:

“For hundreds of years Palestine was the
home of the Jewish people. The Romans
came and the Jewish state was destroyed.
Jews had been thinking longingly of Pa-
lestine during the hundreds of years since
the Roman conquest. They lived in all
parts of Europe and all over the world,
but never really became part of their a-
dopted nations. They wanted a nation of
their own, Hebrew to be their language and
to follow their own customs and form their
own government. They yearned to create a
Jewish state in Palestine which was their

old homeland.”

This is followed by the story of the British
Mandate and of Jewish efforts to build up
the country. To cite in part: “Jews studied
what to do and how to do it. They drained
swamps and used farm machinery, bought
and irrigated desert land. They built power
plants in the Jordan River and started new
factories.” The Arab side is presented in
brief: “Arabs too thought Palestine was their
own. They considered the Jews outsiders.”
(p. 180). The final paragraph states: “The
problem of the state of Israel was brought
up at the U. N. and in 1948, it was decided
to divide Palestine between the Jews and
Arabs. On their land the Jews established
their new nation, Israel.” (p. 180).

A textbook used in grades Six and Seven B
is Exploring the Old World by A. Hames and
S. Stephenson (Chicago, Follet Publishing
Co., 1955). The second chapter of Unit Two
(p. 74) consists of the following: Jews and
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their religion—Visiting Jerusalem, Old and
New,—Moses, a great law giver—How Jews
lost their homeland. In the paragraph “The
Jews to-day”— it is stated: “Recently the
Jews have returned to Palestine and formed
a nation of their own, called Israel. Many still
live in countries all over the world. But where-
ever they live, eleven and a half million Jews
worship God in their own way.

“The Holy Book of the Jews is the same
as the Old Testament of the Christian Bible.
The first five books which the Jews believe
were written by Moses are especially sacred.
Jews worship in synagogues and their reli-
gious leader is a rabbi, which means master
or teacher. Saturday is the Holy Day of the
Jews. It is called Shabbat meaning day of
rest. Their symbol is the shield of David. the
six pointed star.” (p. 76).

Finally, there is a small paragraph on the
Jewish religion:—*“Jews believed in one God
who was Lord of the universe, Lord of all
men. He was a Gor who expected man to ‘do
justly, love mercy and walk humbly with
God’.” The Jews believed that “they would
serve God by being honest and just.” (p. 76).

Indeed the facts are stated in a positive
manner in this book.

Eight Grade Textbooks

The text used in this grade is Homelands
Beyond the Seas by G. Hankens and E. L.
Thurston (Syracuse, N. Y., Iroquois Publish-
ing Co., 1955). The coverage of Israel is
three pages long. In the chapter entitled, “The
Republic of Israel,” we read among other
statements the following: “During World
War II and immediately after Jews flocked
to Palestine, especially from war-ridden
Europe. They came in numbers far beyond
the capacity of the country to care for them.
Efforts by the British Mandatory and the
Arabs to check the flow only partially suc-
ceeded.”

Then follows a discussion of the climate.
agriculture, industries, trade and cities. Fi-
nally—there is a statement about the people
and their government: “The one and a half
million Jews in Israel have shown determina-
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G SHIFRAH LEVINE

The Trneatment of Bionism and Tonael cu the Text Booke
Used iu the Chicago Elementary and High Schools

Frankly, I approached this task with some
misgivings. I had no idea what I would find
when I delved into the text books. However,
[ am pleased to note that this undertaking
proved very pleasant, enlightening and worth

while.

Access to the Library of the Chicago Board
of Education was simply and easily obtained.
Its director, Dr. Philip Lewis, was most co-
operative. All the text books and correspon-
ding work books were at my disposal.

I must confess, however, that as a Jewess
[ did feel a little in the defensive. Would anti-
Semitic sentiments find expression here? In
what light would the Jew and Zionism be pre-
sented? '

As 1 continued the survey I became in-
creasingly cognizant of the fact, the very
vital fact, that the advent of Israel as an in-
dependent state has made all the difference.
Otherwise, T doubt very much if anything at
all would have been said about the Jew of
today. There would be the usual brief para-
graph in ancient history which mentions the
Hebrews, monotheism and the Ten Command-
ments, etc., and no more.

This survey is divided into two parts, one
on the text books in the public schools and
the second, on the high-school text books. The
passages from these books may sound repe-
titious but they do convey the tone and senti-
ment expressed for the consumption of young
minds.

Sixth and Seventh Grade Text Books

T began my investigation with books used
in the sixth and seventh grades. The stan-
dard text for the sixth grade is World Ways.
by L. P. Todd and K. S. Cooper (Chicago,
Silver Burdett and Co., 1954). Chapter I is

called “Greeks and Jews Give New Ideas and
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Ideals for Living.” The following statement
occurs in the the sixth chapter:

“Palestine, the homeland of the Jews is
very small. The Jews never built a great
Empire, but their ideas about religion and
justice spread to many parts of the world.
The Jews kept their belief in God and His
Law. They kept their ideal that man served
Him by the way they treated other men.
In the years that followed their ideals
spread far over the world.” (p. 105).

Eastern Lands by R. O. Hughes and C. H.
Pullen (Chicago, Allyn and Bacon, 1954)
contains the full story of the Hebrew people
(Unit 2) with pictures of Weizmann, Ben
Gurion, and Tel Aviv, as well as a review of
recent events.

At the end of the chapter the question is
asked: “If you belonged to a Jewish family
and had been persecuted in Europe, do you
think you would be more anxious to go to
Palestine or come to the U. S. or some other
country where persecution does not occur?”

(p. 209).

Among the definitions and identifications
required of the student are the terms: He-
brews, Israelites, Jews, mandate, Zionist; who
were (among others) Nebuchadnezzar, Solo-
mon, D. Ben Gurion, Chaim Weizmann, Ibn
Saud. (p. 211). The book is basically sympa-
thetic to the Jewish point of view.

A textbook in the seventh grade is Beyond
the Oceans by N. J. Pounds and E. D. Jones,
(Chicago, Rand McNally and Co., 1956). In
the chapter called “New Nations of the Middle
East”, Israel is called the “youngest nation”
of the Middle East. This is followed by head-
ings on p. 224: “Dream of a Homeland for
the Jews, Zionism, Promise of a National
Home, After World War II, and The Republic

of Israel.” Discussed in this chapter are the
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Songs, The Book of Ruth, and The Book of
Esther were studied intensively with an eye
to personality and to literary form. A com-
parative study of the heroines was attempted.
One of Bialik’s major works was read and we
had the opportunity to study Agadah. Thus,
a background in Rabbinic and Judaic studies
was woven into the curricula. Discussions are
conducted in Hebrew, in seminar fashion, con-
cerning the relationship between Israel and
the Diaspora, philosophy of Judaism, educa-
tion in Israel, lsraeli politics, and many other
topics.

Such discussion is not limited, however, to
classes alone. Regularly, once a week, the
camp assembles to an Asefa (meeting) and
questions are posed in English to the in-
structors who sit as a panel. The subject is
broad—anything related to Judaism or to the
Jewish nation.

All this—discussion, question, and lecture
—tends to pervade the camp atmosphere and
permeates it with an intellectual aura that
seizes and inspires the campers.

I should like to add a word about the
camper body, itself. Not only is Sharon an
educational experience, but it is a stimulating
emotional and intellectual one at the same
time. A society soon evolves composed of all
the campers. The students assume the roles
of young men and women seeking to attain a
goal, immersing themselves in the freshness
of thought. The student campers arrive from
all over the Midwest, are from different com-
munities and congregations and range from
Reform to Orthodox in their religious beliefs,
They represent the Hebraically-educated youth
of Cleveland, Chicago, Cincinnati, Kansas
City, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Evansville, Balti-
more, and faraway Lynn, Massachusetts.

But there are activities, too. The afternoons
are bright with athletics, swimming, and out-
door recreation. In the evenings there are
programs. And each program is unique. The
evening program is designed to involve Heb-
rew and as much Judaic content as is possible.
At on~ time the camp participated in a mock
Israeli Knesset meeting. Another time we had

a Zimriah at which time each cabin sang an
original Hebrew song. There was a Lail Yis-
raeli at which time the Bet Sharon was turned
into an lsraeli “‘nightclub,” complete with
food, dancing and entertainment. Sometimes
the program was one of studied informality.
such as the night we listened to jazz records.
On Saturday night a movie is shown on camp
grounds and on Sunday night there is a social
dance. On the eve of this writing, an Israeli
newsreel, in Hebrew, was shown. Though the
program glitters with activity, the camp re-
tains a mixed air of relaxation and stimulation
—with time for leisure.

No record of Camp Sharon would be com-
plete without mention of the 1958 camp season
highlight. In honor of the dedication of newly
built Bet Sharon, the student body of Sharon
wrote an original Hebrew play—composed in
verse—based on a Midrash, for which they
created authentic costumes, original scenery.
choreography, and music. They enacted it
before an audience of 300 people who at-
tended the dedication ceremony. A copy of
the script is included in “Haid Hasharon™
—The kcho of Sharon—a seasonal yearbook
embodying the creative efforts of the campers
and their reports of the season’s events.

But where there is Judaism there dwells the
spirit of God. Thus worship in Camp Sharon
has attained a level of simplicity and beauty.
For those who desire it, daily morning and
evening services are held. Friday evening
and Saturday morning services are more el-
aborate and on Saturday evenings, Havdalah
is performed. Before each meal the approp-
riate blessing is recited and after the meal
the Birkai Hamazon is sung. We commemor-
ated Tisha B’Av with deep feeling, solemnity.
and ritual. We were given the choice of fast-
ing and ninety per cent of the student campers
fasted. A voluntary class in Torah reading
and a class in Halil were established. Tradi-
tional song and dance kept us busy on Friday
nights and the keynote of the Sabbath was rest.

And this is Camp Sharon. I have herein
essayed to capture its essence, its taste and
aroma, and to impart it to you. My enthusiasm
for Sharon, as a camper, is its greatest tribute.
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Camp Tnstitute Staron

A worthwhile camping experience is a
poem. It is a drink. It is the rarest and
choicest of foods. It leaves a taste in your
mouth, a taste that lingers, a bitter taste, a
sweet taste. And sometimes—both. Thus, it
is a poem — a drink. It tinges you, taints you,
subtly or visibly, but it always affects you.
And it can be eaten but once a year — at
summertime. Some taste it once, others twice,
and still others never. And once tasted, it
leaves you hungry for more. A camping ex-
perience is indeed a rare food.

And such an experience is a summer passed
at Camp Sharon.

I have returned to Camp Sharon for three
seasons, and I fear that I have become addic-
ted to it. It has been a workbench for my
thinking, where I could come in contact with
powerful and creative minds, where I could
feel new and refreshing ideas concerning re-
ligion and philosophy, for which I had been
previously forced to grope. It has led me to
the cup of Jewish knowledge and I have drank.
And it has helped me form a close kinship
with the Hebrew language—the essence of
Jewish culture.

Very often it can go so far as to make up for
a most inferior religious school and rabbi.

“Suburbia” has problems of its own, but
it also poses many problems for others. I do
not think that any one would argue about
the power and potential of status symbols.
What they would deny is the contention that
it occupies so prominent a place in the “sy-
nagogue-member” encounter. Here, and this
has been my thesis, I would say that we do
not have a full awareness of the true dimen-
sion of the “status” factor as it affects the
synagogue in “Suburbia.” And in this re-
spect, Jews, as compared to that which pre-
vails already in church circles, are decided-
ly in the process of becoming similar to their
neighbors.
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® WICHAEL KAYE
(Cleveland, Ohio)

In my opinion, Camp Sharon is, without
doubt, one of the most creative and worthwhile
enterprises in the field of Jewish education in
America. It maintains, for eight weeks during
the summer, a high degree of Jewish culture
and education suited to thirty or forty boys
and girls of high school and college age. In
this sense it is unique. And you ask: “How is
this attained?”

More than a summer camp, Sharon is an
institute. Classes are of three levels ranging
from a basic study of grammar and literature,
to the higher study of syntax, literature and
Bible, and are conducted five mornings a week
from nine to twelve. Every evening an hour
and a half is alloted to preparation of lessons.
Since a speaking knowledge of the language
is one of the camp’s goals, as much Hebrew
as is possible is spoken in class. One of the
greatest problems of Jewish education in
America is the fact that Hebrew has become
alienated from Judaism and, except for the
medium of prayer, cannot find its way to the
tongues of modern Jewry. At Sharon this
problem is non-existent. Hebrew, through
skilful instruction and common use by in-
structors and counselors, has become second
nature to the campers. And more important
still, a love of Hebrew is fostered in the cam-
pers, something not forgotten upon return to
the city. The courses vary an include compre-
hensive studies in all facets of Hebrew culture.
Let me illustrate by describing the curriculum
of our highest class.

The program of study is especially planned
to meet the needs of young and active minds
already well-grounded in Hebrew. Here we
read articles from “Hadoar”—the only Heb-
rew weekly in America—and subscribe bi-
weekly to “Omer”—-a vocalized Hebrew news-
paper from Israel. Such studies not only en-
rich our vocabularies and acquaint us with
the Hebrew printed page, but also attune us
to the different Hebrew styles and to the ideas
of our leading Hebrew thinkers. The Song of
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plementing its budget goes far to determine
the status-lending value of the congregation.
The more fund-raising, the less status and
vice-versa. The reason for it is that fund-
raising reflects to the conventional minds, the
status and affluence of membership within a
Temple, and to their thinking, more accurate-
ly than a poll or direct questioning could
hope to ascertain. It is, therefore, not at all
curprising to find that congregations with the
least activity, not only fund raising-wise but
also culturally and religiously, enjoy great
success, growth and prestige. Quite often
their status value is enhanced by their in-
activity. This progression may be spelled out
variously: fund raising activity being equated
with fiscal insolvency, thereby diminishing
status value, thereby becoming less appeal-
ing to the more affluent and thereby rendering
the synagogue less desirable to those who
need and seek the brace of status through
Temple membership.

There is perhaps yet another way by which
the conventional mind gauges the status lend-
ing value of a Temple. I think it can be stated
as follows: the more democratic the organi-
zational structuring of the synagogue is, the
less attractive it is to outsiders. This is to
say that democracy within a Temple is in-
terpreted by the conventional mind as the
proliferation of responsibility and lack of
inner sufficiency. The “rich member” sitting
on the board is no longer merely a desirabi-
lity; he is a necessity. Without him the
Temple in “Suburbia” moves more slowly.
Therefore, overtures made from the board on
top to the membership below, although per-
haps with the idea of aiming at a more de-
mocratic structure, are nevertheless construed
as evidence of weakness and compromised
leadership. The result of this is to lessen and
compromise the financial and thereby the
social status of the Temple’s 1eadership.
Moreover, it is not surprising that a congre-
gation which has already “arrived” status-
wise can indulge almost to an unlimited ex-
tent in supplemental fund-raising with little
risk of damage to the status image. The con-
ventional mind associates this with “program
expansion.” rather than immediate necessity,
although the latter may be the case. There is,
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however, a tolerance point beyond which sta-
tus damage will be incurred even in the most
favored setting. Mr. Whyte mentions that the
five most important factors involved in church
preference are as follows: 1) Minister; 2)
Sunday School; 3) Location; 4) Denomina-
tion; and 5) Music. While this might apply
to Christians, it is by no means the same so
far as Jews are concerned.

Here we would almost have to invert the
scale for the true picture. Denomination and
ideology (Orthodox, Conservative, Reform)
still remain important considerations for the
Jew. The minister is of considerably lesser
importance. Generally, “Suburbia” is com-
pletely disorientated from the “personality
cult” that formerly prevailed and still does
in certain urban sections. As one congregant
put it, “If God Himself promised to give the
Friday Eve Sermon—mno one would show up
for Services.” “Location,” “organization,”
“facilities,” and the “clientele”—this com-
posite is the synagogue’s “unique selling pro-
position” in a community.

Of course—program can help greatly, but
it need not. And the rabbi — so long as he
does not blurr or disturb this “image”—re-
mains, although he may contribute little else.
Understandingly, the mose desirable rabbi
is one that can help to intensify this image
and sell it more effectively.

But as a general statement one may safely
say that the rabbi is becoming less important
as a personality and more important as an
“organization man.” His area of competence
is shifting from that of “leadership” to
“managerial.”

If T were to choose the most important
factors that determine affiliation among Jews
in “Suburbia” T would say, as I have con-
tended, that the prestige factors are most im-
portant. Although to the prospect or mem-
ber all things might be regarded as being
equal among various congregations (pro-
gram, rabbi, facilities), to the conventional
mind there will always remain a disparity in
the status-lending ability of the congregations
involved. The presence of status- lending
features within a synagogue goes far to coun-
ter-balance other deficiences that it may have.
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® S. A SINGER

Some Jewish sPspects of ~Subarbia”

The object of this paper is to offer a
critique of certain approaches to the prob-
lem of suburban Jewry as found in current
*“Suburbia” literature. The sheer broadness
of the subject and the massiveness of the
commentary demands selectivity and con-
finement to a few specific writers and areas.
I have chosen what I consider to be the most
lucid, if not the best, works written on the
subject. However, it should be pointed out
that their importance rests upon their general
statement concerning “Suburbia” rather than
on the Jewish aspect of the problem. The
books chosen are Crestwood Heights, A Study
of the Culture of Suburban Life by John R.
Seeley, R. Alexander Sim and E. W. Lossley
with introduction by David Riesman, (New
York, Basic Books, 1956), The Organization
Man by William H. Whyte, Jr., (New York,
Simon and Schuster, 1956), The Status
Seekers by Vance Packard, (New York, David
McKay Co., Inc., 1959).

Crestwood Heights is impressive from the
point of view of its scholarship and exhaus-
tiveness. Almost every phase of suburban
life with ethnic delineation receives exami-
nation and comment. Its honesty is another
virtue; there is no attempt to conceal the in-
conclusive character of some results and un-
resolved difficulties in methodology. This
sort of honest reporting cannot help but en-
gender confidence.

My approach has been to compare the re-
sults of these authors with my own im-
pressions gleaned as a resident and observer
in a suburban community. As a word of
caution, I do not feel that the results in one
case need necessarily refute or challenge re-
sults of another, since two totally different,
although similar, communities are involved,
therefore the best term to describe this paper
would be “comparative.”

In looking at Crestwood Heights and The
Organization Man one notices that two areas
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of consideration are nominally kept apart.
They are the “Church” and “Status Seeking”
in “Suburbia.” There are few instances in
both books where these two categories receive
specific comment because of their interaction.
Still less is said about this concerning the
Jewish community. To my mind, the sparse-
ness of comment, aside from leaving much
wanting, is in part misleading; it fails to con-
vey the true dimension and nature of this
interplay and effect of one upon the other.
If anything it serves to minimize the true
picture.

Here, to my mind, we see a new variation
on the old theme of status-seeking making
use of religion. In “Suburbia” today, and
most pronouncedly in the Jewish segment,
we see religion manipulating status and sta-
tus lending factors for its own ends and pur-
poses. In former years the affluent sought out
positions of honor and prominence within the
synagogue, while the synagogue for the most
part remained passive. Today it is the sy-
nagogue which searches them out, at times
openly and aggressively, for their status-lend-
ing and prestige value. Very often when so-
liciting for new members, a prospect may be
heard to ask, “Who are some of your mem-
bers?” More pointedly, he is asking, “Who
are your ‘celebrities’?”

The status-rating of synagogues in a com-
munity most often correlates to the affluence
of its congregants and less often to the num-
ber of members. How important this status
factor is in the mind of the individual who
finally joins one synagogue rather than
another is of course debatable. However, I
do feel it is important enough to lay open
to question some of the hard and fast notions
which we ascribe to individuals as their basis
for prefering one place of worship to another.

There is yet another facet to the “Temple-
Status” interplay “in Suburbia.” The extent
of fund-raising done by a synagogue in sup-
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