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THE AUTHOR

-;I‘hings To Remember

Through the pages of this
book you are led into the very
sanctuary of human achieve-
ments and endeavor on the
social field. Here communual
life is portrayed en-masse.
You, too, are a part of that
great picture.

¥ % ¥

Man, by his own actions
paints the views of life. If he
is alert and active his views are
full of life. Otherwise his
paintings are but a reflection
of his passive self.
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If a city is blessed with but

a few active individuals, the
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whole community pulsates with
energy through the effort of
the few.

Great is the leader that does
and knows how to spur others
to do likewise.
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Let us free ourselves from
petty bickering and squabbles.
Let us stop seeking faults in the
other fellow. Let us first raise
from mediocracy
and attempt the great. Let us,
through our deeds beautify life
around us, then we shall see

how beautiful life really is.
¥ ¥

ourselves

If we are to compare man to
the plants of the earth, we will
recognize the flower and the
thorn. Each one individually
may serve its purpose; but when
placed side by side, oh! what a

difference!
L R

Why attempt to belittle the
next fellow when one can em-
ploy the same energy to “lift”
his fellow man by showing him
exemplary deeds.

¥ ¥ ¥

Faults, who will dare say
that he has none? '

It is the balance that counts.
Does one’s assets top his liabil-
ities, or visa versa?
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Why be jealous of the other
fellow's standing in the com-
munity ?

No. We are wrong, at that.
Let the small envy the big, and
then perhaps, he will attempt
to reach new heights.

* P ¥

Envy should not be one's
goal, but a method of achieve-

ment.

When we hear ones virtures
exhalted we feel envious — at
times, hurt. ,

But, on the other hand, when
we ‘‘care”’ we are anxious to
The results
are— ‘achievement.”’
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outdo our rivals.

“The jealousy of the sages
bring wisdom” says the tlmud.
When one is concerned about
his inferiority he will eventual-
ly achieve greater heights.

But when one attempts to
“raise’’ his small self by belittl-
ing the next man's greatness his
act is as cowardly as it is cyni-
cal.

¥ ¥

When the deciples of Moses
came complaining that “"Aldor
and Meidod are prophesying”
Moses said calmly: I would

gladly see all God's children

become prophets.”
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The owner of a pleasant dis-
position is not only a blessing
to his fellow men but also to
himself.

The mean, the capricious de-
privs himself of more pleasure
than he does his associates. The
venom of his jealousy reacts
more on his system than it does
on its antagonists. His deeds
do not only stamp his embitter-
ed soul, but reflects upon his
face as well.

PR

The possessor of such a dis-
position is not to be condemn-
ed, he is, rather, to be pitied.

He is to be given ‘‘treat-
ments’’ instead of contempt.

To cure such types they are
to be placed side by side with
the virtuous. Let them see the
contrast for themselves and
they will eventually bow before
the good. Sunlight dispenses
darkness.
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FOREWORD!

The material in the ‘‘Book
of Memories” is divided into
two vital parts. The first part
of the book is dedicated to his-
tory and character sketches of
the various Jewish institutions,
and the second part of the book
is comprised of listings of all
the individuals who were res-
ponsible for the existence of
the named institutions and their
present directorate. Each part
is numbered independently.

The First Seed

The institutions are listed
according to their class and ac-
tivities. Every activity is, in
turn, listed in the book accord-
ing to its history, giving priority
to the ““first born’ in each par-
ticular town. For instance: In
a given town the chief problem
of the Jewish immigrants cen-
tered around the necessity of a
“Minyan”. It started on a
holiday. Throughout the year
those lonely souls were too busy
with their miserable vocations

to think of anything spiritual.
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But with the approach of the
holiday they began to yearn
for a place of worship. Usually
someone offered, (free of
charge) a room for the occa-
sion and a ‘“‘Minyan” was
gathered.

Once given a chance to meet
on common ground a discus-
sion arose as to the necessity of
a more permanent abode in
order that a “Minyan" should
be held at least every Sabbath.
And when this was achieved
someone suggested that it
would be advisable to hold ser-
vices during the week days, at
least in an emergency of a ““Yor
Tzait.”

In this manner the “Congre-
gational”’ idea gradually de-
veloped into a reality.

Eventually differences * of
opinion developed, factions
organized, the synagogue be-
came too small, too “‘hot” for
some and a new “‘shul” was or-
ganized, etc., etc.

This form of evolution was
experienced by all other Jew-
ish settlements in America.
This proves that the seeds of
all Jewish activities in America
originally sprouted on the re-
ligious field. The next aspira-
tion was, naturally, for benevo-
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lent activity and then followed
social activities, etc.

A Benevolent Deed Needs No
Name

An interesting episode hap-
pened in St. Louis, Missouri,
that will well serve as a typi-
cal instance of the evolution of
Jewish activities in America.
About 40 years ago a few
benevolent Jews gathered for
the purpose of organizing a
“Bikur Cholim™ (hospital).

Naturally one meeting does
not bring results. Other
gatherings followed. In the
meantime it was discovered
that in another section of the
town some rich
Jews were meeting for the pur-
pose of building a Jewish hospi-
tal. Of course, this news some-
what dampened the spirit of
our benevolent brethren. Why
undertake such a great task
when the rich are going to do
it?

But they refused to give up.
Some fellow finds
fault with the hospita]. “““To
what use is the hospital when

their food “Kosher?”’

“Why, our sick won’t even be
able to taste their food.” ‘““That
is right,” echoed the others.

prominent

ingenious

Is not

S1M27 RIpBIIYa MIR T D A
JYINNIMRIND M

DI "3R IND B0 SED D8

¢ Sppna R DN

PIDMTT IR YOROLY B PN
S L,DWIS LIYD PR T v N
YPYTR YOROLY MDY ANNY O
SRR T OANT DR IDIYRTDPOND
SRR I NS VI i
BN TR R 7D pa” ey
SIRBDNT 1D 1917 DY VD IR ARSY
BRI D0 P2 R OARD YR R8T
171 NN IRDYI B LW BYIIN

R RIRT DY LT Byl DY M
I ONMINVR T YD BPp LNy
TP R IR YD BB TYONI M)

PIOR OAMR DI INSHRINID YWD
W DIPN PANSHRMRD YISMR 1D
1INT TR PO YT OIR ANNIm
=N 1OND DR YmuYs ANy
SRMBDRT TR R (UMDY 1DNSY

SR VTN IR RIR DY
P2 IMIRSBYY DYT D DINHNTRY
TV DNV 'Y DDIMBMIR BN
TN L BYIIR WD NIR W 1m
DRI 2IND DNT MR YN TR Y
VHOUIRIIRD YT 11D PR paAN
A7 0 IBYIMIIN IRnIYntDPOND
DAY 3% 2MNwD nom 1R DR DN
T OB SNDIBDAN YT 1B By
POYPYI OBYO R 12MDR IN TR YO
TWPINTD R 7yvinR” pagT oy

2 101 D P v

YTOYBIR BN — lypxny
“DPORD T B YHOHRIIND YPMIWIIN
RIS

1Rl e



Then someone came back
with a new tale: “The hospital
will have a ‘Kosher' kitchen.”

Again the idea of a "Bikur
Cholim" is becoming a “flop.”

But what is the gathering
to do. Shall all the meetings
and good intentions go to
waste? Some outlet had to be
found for all that stored-up
energy. lhose men were
“benevolently ripe” for action.
Wouldn't someone  suggest
something?

It was suggested—there and
then the seeds were, planted
for this gigantic order, now
known as the ‘“‘Progressive

Order of the West.”

The Evolution of Activity

Thus we trace the develop-
ment of many large institutions
that are part and parcel of
American Jewish life of today.
Originating in the followin,
order:
fra-
political
cultural

Religious, benevolent,
ternal, educational,
and class groupings,

and aid societies.

Accordingly the reader will
find the material of this book
listed.

The various institutions and

their activities are often chang-
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ed in the “"Book of Memories”
to tally with historical proce-
dure of each city. This sys-
tem will give one some idea of
the process of development of
the social order in any given
city and when the last chapter
of the book is read and the
reader sees the structure of
American Jewish life in its en-
tirety he will be amazed to
note its magnitude and its
beauty. All achieved in but a

half a century.

The Hebraic Trait

Wherever the Jew was given
equal rights, he always contri-
buted more than his share to-
wards the upbuilding of that
particular land. He had shown
his capabilities to start from
the “bottom up’’ piling up brick
upon brick on the social struc-
ture, whether for his own or
for the benefit of his fellow
man. The marvelous social
structures throughout this land
are mute monuments to, Jew-
ish gratefulness and appre-

The aim of the “Book

of Memories'’ is to show what

ciation.

has been accomplished in the
brief span of but 50 years.

WT M D YT 1DPRD YN
SHARWOYIYY WY WHITININ
PPMIYPR PR TP BN 1aYS YoNd
SP1OMIVTIND YT IR DOYPIMININ
T OTAN YTIISND M5 (e

=MpTIN L BVPIBDYHINRND YOI
PRALIOND ANMEIYT  INNINRIND
YSYNBSD  LIVINTE DN NN
“DTIND NN RO IR IDYHMNDPR
JANIINRIND DDRYIRD

1SRPHRD 1T IR [PINT INDWT
YT BNS BOMIBYINR 1IN0 DD R
JAITIR VDINIYAIYINR

=IRD YT PR [RONDRIR T
SSURN O LPA0YI)  Ivayy Yy
qBD RO (L3 T WK DMPIDYY
IITIN WT DN HNIBIND 1Nom
SN IYINT M M N T D
v DR P — LINNN BN
JUORBZIR YPYTIR PN
DMWIR T DY YPYLDID RIN BW5
DYENID YT [YDIPYIIND 1R DY N
=Syrpa (YIRS DYT [ID IDPRNM 11D
SIYEYINND W 'R 13VD 1ONSnDNY
DYINOYIOR  INI DR bLRdy T
PINSEMN TYBYYS w7 B S50 D
qND (YD BT — IO TED D
PR ONERY M7, YRINY 7N
SPIN DNT ODNN DYIIRETIM N
POYMWIIDNR BT DILITIRIHINT
PIYDID SON D3 B ANSIND R PR
JORRNE PHPUINRIND T PR W
WP 17N D8N
DR DROYI W TR 1NN
=INDY PRIYISNE M3 AL IR HIRD
IRADMIR T BND L HIYIND

FSE | guas



To prove beyond all doubt,
with cold facts, figures and
photographic plates. To ascer-
tain by evident pulsating deeds
(past and present) of Isreal,
in every nook and corner of
this land, wherever there is a
Jewish settlement, to speak of,
irrespective where they come
from or to what class they be-
long to, all imbued with an
iron will to build and raise the
Every one a
live dynamo, radiating strength
and energy.

social structure.
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INSTITUTIONS AND THEIR
LEADERS

The Normal Way

[nstitutions of various natures,
in a community are similar
to the organs of the human
organism. Every organ has
its functions. The absence of
anyone of the members (no
matter how small) renders to
the abnormality of the body.
It's incomplete.

All institutions, — small or
large— (as long as they serve
human welfare) comprise a
complete human community.
If one of them is lacking or
happens to be impaired, the
communual structure as a
whole, is incomplete. There is
a lack of security in its member-
ship.

The Government Should Act

Who should be responsible
for the completeness of the wel-
fare of society?

The Government should be
responsible. Just as the Gov-
ernment supplies the police
force, the fire brigade and simi-
lar organizations, it should also
maintain its hospitals, shelter
homes for the feeble and old,
for the orphan, etc. The Gov-
ernment is as morally respon-
sible to its citizenry as it is legal-
ly. The Government is most
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capable to assess and collect
the necessary funds for the
maintenance of human institu-
tions. To a certain extent
the Government is fulfilling its
cbligations. But there are
limits to its capability, respon-
sibility and sincerity.

That Will Not Solve The

Problem

Then there are other reasons
why the legal authorities can-
not serve all of its citizens.
The Jews, as a class, for in-
stance, cannot be proficiently
served by an “outside” body.
A common municipal hospital
cannot prepare Kosher food
for the Jewish patient, The
average Jew or Jewess will not
partake of the food served in a
municipal home., and not only
the food, but the entire non-
Jewish atmosphere is foreign
to the orthodox Jew. The Jewish
orphan cannot be brought up
in a non-Jewish home, if the
Hebrew is
identity.

Habits and Traditions

True, the Jew is taxed for
all government institutions as
well as any other citizen, but,
unfortunately, he cannot par-
take of the benefits of many of
them. No one is really to blame;
the Jew, in America, enjoys

to maintain his
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equal rights and is welcome to
all the nation's benefits. On
the other hand, it's not merely
caprice or snobbishness that
keeps the Jew aloft. But there
are age-old traditions, race in-
hibitions in every nation that
cannot be overcome. Even
where general relations are of
the best and noblest, the ortho-
dox Jew will refrain from the
non-Kosher food, not only be-
cause it is contradictory to his
religious code but also because
the taste is foreign to his palate.
It's different and therefore re-
pulsive to him. For instance,
the Hebrew law does not pro-
hibit non-Kosher food to the
sick (the sick are immune from
all restrictions, ) neverthe-
less, he will not stomach strange
food. He was not raisasd to di-
gest it. The aged Orthodox
Jew will tremble to live in a
home that is not “‘protected’
by a ‘“Mezuza” (a religious
charm tacked on the door to
keep away all evil.)

It Should Be Done

It is logical (perhaps possi-
ble) that the Jew, as a class
contributing freely to all taxa-
tion and charities, could de-
mand special privileges in all
civic institutions, such as: Kosh-
er kitchens and separate quar-
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ters for the Jewish inmates, but
somehow it’s not done. Appar-
ently it cannot be done.

What Else Is To Be Done?

Who then builds and main-
tains the Jewish institutions?
The Jew builds and maintains
them, and not only are these
institutions convenient and in
conformity with the Jewish law
and traditions but they are also
beautiful.

A tremendous task, indeed,
for a small people, and es-
pecially hard and burdensome
for the Jewish leader. So great
is the task that many of them
(the weaker type, of course)
abandon everything and run
never to come back. But the
majority of the workers are
staunch and hardy, with a pos-
session of that iron will that
holds on to the last, no matter
how impossible the task.

True Workers
These true workers, never
tire,, even in the face of tre-
mendous odds, hardships and

disappointments.  Always on
the job, often neglecting their
private business, even their

families. They live on the job.
If It Wasn't For Them?
Why do they do it—what

forces them to sacrifice their in-

dividual interests for the inter-
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ests of the others? It's
hard to explain, they, them-
selves cannot answer the ques-
tion intelligently. They were
born with that powerful desire,
with a dynamic power to will,
and to do things. They can no
more explain that talent than
the artist can explain his talent.
It's a gift from Providence.

True, there are not many of
them. Only a few here and a
few there; but thanks to
these blessed individuals that
are endowed with the magnifi-
cent power and iron will, we
can boast of our net work of
social institutions and organiza-
tions all over the land.

Give Them Credit

Are these people entitled to
thanks? Of course not. They
can no more stop from doing
their duty than they can stop
breathing. It's a part of their
very lives, their very spirit and
soul.

No, they are not to be thank-
ed, but that does not mean
that we are absolved from ap-
preciation. That does not ex-
cuse the outsider from recog-
nizing their ability and worth.
The masses are to be thankful
that they were blessed with such
men in their midst.
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Encourage Them
Yes, recognition not as much
for the individual that does the
work as for his great job. The
task is to be respected, not only
by the masses, the onlookers,
but even by the leaders them-
selves, and that will give them
the courage and strength to
carry on their hard work in the

face of disappointment.

They need courage and plenty
of it, otherwise they are liable
to give before the onslaught
of the cynic, the “do-nothing”
and above all the silent indiffer-
ence of the masses.

The little
that comes from within and
without will hold them erect
and save them from despair.
What other compensation is
there for the honest worker
than the accomplishment of the
job, and the satisfaction that
the task is well done?

encouragement

To appreciate and respect
one's effort is not to be con-
flicted with idol worship (an
unpleasant practice for the wor-
shiper and the worshiped). It
merely means that one is in ac-
cord and sympathy with the
worker and the cause he works
for; consequently he too lends
a helping hand and the project
is crowned with success.
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Where Are The Masses?

Unfortunately this is not al-
ways the case, quite often the
leader is met with a wave of in-
difference — he is left alone;
and the question arises: ~"Where
are the masses?”’ ““Where is the
nation? "’ There are leaders
and workers in every commun-
ity but they alone can do noth-
ing unless they receive the co-
operation of the masses. Are
they, by themselves to build
and support the institutions
for all?

To our sorrow we often find
that even those that pay their
dues regularly, and are ‘‘legal-
ly"" in good standing in their
nevertheless, they
cannot be termed an asset
to the organization, for the
reason that they lack the spirit
of the thing. They don’t seem to
realize that communial welfare
work is just as much their job,
as it is the work of the “‘other
fellow.”” It even pays to do
good because no one is certain

institution,

that he is immune from becom-

ing a charge of the very institu-
tion he is now supporting.
A Pleasant Atmosphere Means
A Lot
It is a tragic fact that the

greatest majority of our fellow
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men are far from the realiza-
tion that a public institution is
their institution—a part of their
very business—a part of their
personal welfare.

This indifferent attitude of
the masses is the greatest under-
mining factor of our best insti-
tutions. Financial support
alone does not Sustain an oOr-
ganization. It requires also
moral assistance, the assurance
of good faith from the body
that supports it, otherwise its
doomed to starvation and

failure.

The Leaders Are Also Guilty
The truth of the matter is
that our good leaders are, to a
certain extent, responsible for
the passive attitude shown by
the masses at large to every-
thing that is public. They, the
leaders have neglected the most
important part of their duty,
and that is: to educate and en-
lighten the people in their
duties. The public indifference
is mostly due to their ignorance
in communial affairs. They
should be taught the A. B. C's.

of social responsibilities, even
as we teach children. Every
important move and achieve-
ment of the institutions should

be broadcasted and explained
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There should
pertaining
In fact

to the public.
be special lectures
to social activities.
there should be a specific de-
partment of education dedicat-
ed to propaganda — teaching
the duties of the individual to
the community and vice-versa.
Has it been done before? Is

it being done now? Of course
not.
Hard experience has de-

veloped in our leaders the false
axiom that the budget is the
only thing worth reckoning
with. The main point is to get
a competent appeal maker, a
clever campaign manager and
the rest will take care of itself.
After these “‘specialists” are en-
listed for a short term to do
their stuff. They breeze into
action with professional agility.
A competent storm brigade is
formed, “hot” phrases are coin-
ed and when the ‘“‘boobs’ are
cleaned out and the budget is
made they pack up and quit.
The job is well done. Is it?

No one can deny that a bal-
anced budget is essential in
every organization, but that
alone is not sufficient to make
a successful institution, because
no institution is sound when it’s
stagnant, even when its finan-

It has

cial standing is sound.

NIN DR BVTIYHD WHOYII RPN
JDORBEZIN YIVINR I DIYDTTIIN
By 23 P TnNd —
YDRY 101 — NHR DYT PINIDIN
SIROYT D WA MR B
-IRD 1aNn Mt .pbabyr (puoskuvw
IDDROONRIIRD T PN DPIDROIN
LUPIDOMY NIR IR DY TR
TANMR MY L BYIIR YPWOMN "DIY?
W OND (B YR MY AN
SOMYI Y NERI PRANYPOYER]
1T JRNARAYOYIR  YINSVORY
LDONTYD W PR VIVDPRIYT T
S M NN PUITHDINIINIGDIN TN
NY OIYHn LMY v nn pn T
DIY AP T MDD L YoPENN Mt
1581 paSyn LjpEmw YISy Py
PDIPIBINMY T T IRE [IRD TNSD
SREIGTP1 I LRE SR L (7753112 I o 'A S o)
WY LayS  jORSDENESYIYY B W
WYY RRYNY DY 1Ay 1 RINT
SINODTYY DD YANIDMN NN BYIIN
SINROFIRT YD WTIIRI HORDY

SIENBE VORODIDY VOVINYRD  IMITIN
POR T DR I DYNSPYS ywd
WY O[T RINT DY LDy

DIIR JIVIYNND YOINYBED R pNbY
DYIIR DINWOPENR  YPILIM NIN
DYIVONOWYANIN DYT DYV Nmd jun
DN LVOR N2 AT ORSDOROVIYS
SN NN INDND DBY'R IO e
SUTIN IR TIVO 1OROHAROVIYY N

DORDWIR VI

YTOAMR WY PWINR DRT D

YD YIWINN DNT D oy
2 DONMHYIN DY IR DY B

T DRD ITIYBYDIR VDM 2108

==



to develop—or die. And in
order to develop it must have
the good-will of all the people
—it thrives on public opinion.
To. obtain this end persistent
education is needed. = Unfor-
tunately it is not being done.

Much has been said and
printed to substantiate the
above statements, but for the
present the following fact will
suffice:

For Instance

In two homes for the aged,
situated far apart, in different
cities, the question of social
education was raised at the di-
directors’ meetings. In both in-
stances the idea was favorably
adopted but the directors re-
fused to use the public funds
for such purpose. Finally the
leaders of one institution raised
the necessary funds among
themselves, and a special pro-
paganda centre was establish-
ed. But in the other town the
board refused to “dig in’’ and
of course nothing was accom-
plished. To appease their own
conscience they ‘“‘decided” that
an “‘established house” needs
no publicity. Everyone knows

about the Old Folks" Home.

Little did those people real-
ize the importance of the so-
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called “publicity”. No institu-
tion can live without it. Their
leaders attempted to measure
the possible monetary income
of such publicity as against the
expenditure and they failed to
see the “‘profit.”

It is interesting to note that
the same directors failed to in-
sert a single page of propagan-
da in their own program that
they printed in connection with
a yearly function that was given
by the home. A book packed
with various advertisements for
every Tom, Dick and Harry
but not a word for the welfare
of their own institution (with
the exception, of course, to a
page dedicated to the indivi-
dual names of the officers and
directors.)

To Be Shared By All

Such men fail to differentiate
between the important and the
superficial. They are usually
not successful leaders. They
snub the masses but seek the in-
dividual “‘money bag” and
eventually fail, because as said
before, the institution held aloft
and contrary to public opinion
is eventually doomed to failure.
It will die of “‘loneliness.”
Enlightenment and propagan-
da should be a part of every
public institution.
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“RESERVE e
To Be Socially Inclined

There are some truths in life
that cannot be over empha-
sized and one of them is that
“man cannot live alone.” He
is a part of that great human
body called ‘‘society.” He is
but a link of that great endless
chain, and, therefore his inter-
ests in the community should be
almost as great as his personal
interests.

Even his private life gains in
importance when one feels that
he is a vital cog in the com-
munal machine. There is no
grander feeling than the one de-
rived from the knowledge that
“you belong to all and all be-
long to you.”" One thus gains
strength—he is not alone in the
world. His load becomes
lighter; his every day life be-
comes less monotonous. His
life’s battles are half won.

There is only one way to
prove your interest in public
undertakings, and that is to
prove it with deeds. Merely to
be ‘“‘socially inclined” does not
mean anything. One must
act — do  things — put your
shoulder to the wheel; and,
above all, get in the habit of
thinking that it is your own
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work you are doing—mnot the
other fellow's, because the
other fellow is equally doing
your work. Whatever you do
is directly or indirectly benefit-
ing you, so, why stint it?

A very simple truth, indeed,
but alas, so seldom acknow-
ledged. Man is still in the
kindergarten stage in regards
to his social duties. The mass-
es know little or nothing per-
taining to communal problems.

Where Is Our Youth?

But the leaders; the men at
the rudder of public life, surely
they know the danger of pub-
lic indifference.  Surely they
must ask themselves over and
over again ' Where is the re-
serve? What is to become of
the ship when we pass away?
Where is the youth? Who is
to fill the vacancies? Have we
a reserve of young recruits?”

Personally, | ““glanced” thru
the Jewish-America from coast
to coast, and, to my sorrow, [
must say that | noticed no such
a thing.

“*Give me children, or else |
die” that's what Mother Rachel
said to Jacob. How long is
one to survive without his off-
spring? This is true in the
life of a community as well as
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in private life. Responsible
leaders must heed this danger.
Their efforts will all end in
vain unless they read intelli-
gently that writing on the wall
“What of tomorrow?"”
*“Where are our heirs?"’

We Must Prepare

In the Jewish-America we
find various educational insti-
tutions, teachers seminaries, as
well as theological colleges, but
there is not a single school that
teaches genuine social service.
Of course, we do have profes-
sional social workers, and a
good many of them are very
capable men and women and
quite sincere in their work. But
they are only hired help. Their
place is to execute the work al-
ready in progress. They are
hired to maintain public insti-
tutions, but we cannot expect
them to build them. By a
school for social work, we mean
an institution that would pro-
pogate the necessity of public
work and teach youth its re-
sponsibility to mankind.

Every home should be a
link of the entire golden chain
that holds and strengthens the
bond between man and men.
Children as well as parents
should learn to take an interest
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and pride in their city institu-
tions. Giving money alone
does not complete one’s duty
Direct in-
terest—direct action is of equal

to his community.

importance with monetary as-
sistance.

The Home — Our Home

It is the duty of every father
and mother to discuss with
their children the importance
of: a Hospital, an Orphan's
Home, a Home for the Aged,
Children are to be inter-
in the religious institu-

national organizations,
cultural

ete;
ested
tions,
workmen's  circles,
societies, or any other organi-
zation that their parents attend.
Let the home atmosphere be
imbued with social spirit and
interest.

The home that is imbued
with such spirit automatically
becomes less selfish and inci-
dentally lightens its own petty
burdens. A paid or unpaid
radio becomes of lesser signi-
ficance when one has something

of more inportance to think
about.
Our home is to be ‘‘ours”

also, in the social sense.

Draw A Line—Pave The Way

The parents are to acquaint
their children with our social
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treasurers of communal life
and the social leaders, in turn,
are to pave a way from the in-
stitution to the home.

Not through monetary trans-
actions can we achieve this end
but thru patient education.

Who is to make this impor-

tant step?
Plain as day—the leaders, of

course. They are to distribute
enlightening literature, lecture
and propagate their cause into
every Jewish home.

Every home should possess
photographic prints of the com-
munal institutions. We will
read about them in the street,
we will hear about them in the
halls and we will see them at
home and involuntarily we will
ask ourselves: ““So much is
being done should we not par-
ticipate? ‘'

And our children too, will
watch and wonder and ask of
their parents in amazement:
“Is this really ours? Strange
we have not known about them
until now.”

Then they will find time to
visit “‘their” institutions and
they will understand them. Let
there be a connection between
a man’s private home and his
social home. It should have
been done long ago.
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ANSHE SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE
Independence and Polk St.






by oybY 2N
ANSHEI SHOLOM CONGREGATION

Cor. Independence and Polk Street
Founded 1870, Chicago, Ill.

EARLY BEGINNING

About 70 years ago Chicago was
still considered a small town in
America, and Jewish immigrants
from the Lithuanian towns near
the Polish border numbered alto-
gether about thirty families. After
the suppression of the Polish re-
bellion against Russia, the Jewish
immigration from those sections
to America increased. At that
time there came to Chicago a large
number of Jews from Maryampoul
and its environs. In their loneli-
ness and fear of attack from Gen-
tile hooligans, they all lived in the
same neighborhood, east of the
river, and their only meeting place
was the Beth Medrash Hagodol.

They founded a “Maryampouler
Aid Society,” which at that time
included the following members:
Duber (Bernard) Ginsburg, An-
schel Schiff, Schmaryu Schiff,
Chaim Zvi Bernstein, Zelig Yur-
bovsky, Sholom Santatsky, Abra-
ham Rubinsky, Mordecai Samson,
Channanyu Yurovsky, Joseph Ka-
baker, Elyokim Sigel and Eliezer
Levin. Ginsburg was its founder
and president, and because of him,
that is to say because of his straw
hat, there was founded the Mary-
ampouler Ohave Sholom congre-
gation, the present-day ‘“‘Anshe
Sholom,” which is now reckoned

NI YT

NIRDWY DN W TO R M Py
qU3M9p R OTRD BIYOYAYs NI M
SPMPAMING RPN N Sbyny
IRSHYBE PRNDYD D TR MIYPID
BT VPN L PUYI YRy M
T3 oY RD 30 8 INIRIN I
WM DYt N ARSI
-IRE PN TIRODIT 1Y TINDPENMIN
SRUIDY PROTIR T PRI DYDY
ARDIUDR 1D TaVIYS M D s
WDV RINDWY (VD VI DO
SIRD DD TR OONY MYDYT N D
YNTOPRLCTIVANOIN 1IN ONBDR
198DIN T ORD DY NN BMpTISY
SYYONTOTANT O PRYTINTDY) B
1D AT TP IR DN BINNY
DPIBONRT WPINIVR P IR D
JISyTan waTD na,, S asnasaN
SHRMING,, ¥ DYTIWYI 1ANT M
DRI YIS L YIIDND T TYONB
COYTISSOM YTIVISND BONVNYY INT
Swan a3t (59RIaya) apad
=333 YAy oem oA ynR e
=IND DYSY LPDYNININY 20U L vnw
SARD 12791 DDA DNAR IPDEYND
SVPNIRD ADYY LIPDNINTYY 1133 LIND
P3N LNYS MYIOR IR 93D DIPUON
1IN YT ORI 1R M
DY ,D'R 201% UPRD 1IN OIPTYIB
IR DY PIPNDY T 298 DD
TYONDORING YT NN BTN
PPN YT L7ty amiN,, Sy
NT T DIV YIsyM “mdw wiIN,,
IR VODBIYIMNBRIS. YT MY IR
Rl Nalvg



among the most prominent in the
city.

The incident took place in this
wise: That summer a son of
Ginsburg died and Ginsburg used
to attend the Beth Medrash
Hagodol to say Kadish. One Satur-
day, a scorching day in July,
Ginsburg came to pray wearing a
straw hat. The Shamas on seeing
that told him to leave the Beth
Medrash. The Maryampouler folk
thereupon held a meeting that
same Saturday night after
Havdalah at the home of Jacob
Cohen and resolved that none of
them would any longer go to the
Beth Medrash. They rented a
place in a house on Polk
and Dearborn streets (the present
site of the Polk St. station), and
they made their own “minyan.”
A Sefer Torah was bought from
New York. It cost $80. They
paid $30 down and the remaining
$50 in $2 monthly installments.
Jacob Cohen was the guarantor.

A few days before Rosh Hash-
ona 5630 (1870) the 28 persons
gathered in Jacob Cohen’s home
and elected the officers of the con-
gregation: Ginsburg, president; J.
Cohen, vice-president; and Ch. J.
Bernstein, secretary. Their first
Cantor, Aaron Paradise, received
$40 for officiating during the
holidays."

They decided that every mem-
ber must come to pray every day
and on Saturdays and Holidays.
They are to help a needy member.
If one should take sick and not
be able to earn a livelihood, the
society is to pay him a weekly
stipend, and two members must
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attend the sick person until he
regains his health. A Jew who
violates the Sabbath cannot be-
come a member. Should a mem-
ber, Heaven forbid, violate the
Sabbath, he is immediately ex-
pelled from the society, forever.

Kislev 5631 (1871) they already
have a Rabbi-cantor-schochet-
preacher, Reb Simcha Balterowitz,
for $15 a month. After the fa-
mous Chicago fire (it was Shmini
Atsereth night) which destroyed
all that had been built up during
the 30 years that Chicago had
been a town, whole groups of fire
refugees, among them Jews, mov-
ed over to the north, in the neigh-
borhood where the ‘“minyan’” of
Ohave Sholom happened to be. As
time went by the minyan grew. It
already had 45 members and was
thinking of building a synagogue.

BURNED OUT

In May, 1873, however, their
“temporary establishement” was
burned. It was only with great
courage that they managed to

save their “Sefer Torah” (scroll
of the law). They were left
desolate.

Those immigrants, with the Jew-
ish spirit of the old home, did not
lose heart. In the midst of their
want and poverty they still had
within them Jewish heroism, un-
afraid of hard times. The week
after the fire their president,
Aaron Paradise, issued a call for
all members to attend a meeting
at the home of B. Ginsburg and—
all came. The Rabbi delivered a
speech, and the gathering decided
that they should build a synago-
gue. In the meantime, however,
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they held their minyan in the St.
James hotel, 408 South Clark
street.

In August Reb Ezechiel Meyer
Cantorovitz became their Cantor-
schochet after Reb Simcha had
gone to Jerusalem. At that time
the then “Chevra Thilim,” with its
Sefer Torah and its $55 in cash,
united with them, and L. Levin be-
came president, and Joseph Ka-
baker vice-president.

In October, 1874, ‘“Rodfei Ze-
dek” also united with Ohave Sho-
lom, bringing with them their
Sefer Torah, a Vilna edition of
the Talmud and $25 in cash.

JEWS CARRY GRAVEL

H. Berkson, Marcus Schwartz, Le-
vin, Jacob Cohen and B. Ginsburg
were selected to buy a half acre
of land at the Oakwood Cemetery
for $1500, and each member had
to give a day’s labor to carry
boards for the cemetery fence and
gravel to fill in the swampy land.
Those who did not have their own
horse and wagon had to hire them
and do their share. The names of
those who did this work are writ-
ten in the books of records of
the cong.: Jacob Wolfson, Jacob
Epstein, David Leib Berling, Abra-
ham Isaac Holtzman, Abraham
Rubinsky, Marcus Schwartz, Char-
ley Cohen, Isaac Driban, Ezechiel
Puskelsky, Harry Stern, Jacob
Witan, Max Tobish, Samuel Sack-
heim, Max Rosenberg, Sholom
Yevrikovsky, Zelig Morris, Meyer
Polnitzky and Hirsch Schiff.

It was with great difficulty that
every little achievement was at-
tained by those first pioneers.
With much devotion they strug-
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gled against obstacles from within
and without. The decayed
minute-books of their meetings,
the yellow, moth-eaten pages,
which had been carefully and
conscientiously gathered together
by that gifted and reliable work-
er, Abraham Herzl Horwich—
have remained as witnesses of by-
gone generations, of their ways
of life, their ambitions for the
Jewish community, their steadfast-
ness in the struggle for Judaism.

When God had prospered them
and they decided to have a ceme-
tery of their own, when they had
carried sand and stones to fill in
and dry up the swampy land, and
had dragged boards and tools to
put up the fence and everything
was complete, there arose an ob-
stacle which they had never ex-
pected. They had to go through
a bitter fight before they could
bury the first deceased in their
cemetery.

FIRST DECEASED AND THE
BETH MEDRASH HAGODOL

It took place on a Friday, the
25th day of Elul, 5635 (1875),
when Joseph Solomon, son of
Aaron Pardes, died. ‘‘Ohave Sho-
lom” did not yet have its own
paraphernalia for performing the
ritual cleansing of the corpse,
neither did they have a coffin in
which to convey the deceased to
the cemetery. Who then was in
possession of these necessities?
The ‘“Beth Medrash Hagodol’!
“Ohave Sholom” chose a commit-
tee to borrow from the ‘“Beth Me-
drash Hagodol” all the necessary
paraphernalia and to pay for its
use whatever sum should be asked.
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But the leaders of “Beth Medrash -

Hagodol’ did not even care to lis-
.ten to the words of Ohave Sho-
lom’s committee. Their sole
thought was that here they had a
golden opportunity to embarrass
Ohave Sholom by not letting the
deceased be interred in their cem-
etery.

There was no other alternative
for Ohave Sholom but to perform
the ritual cleansing of the corpse
with home-made utensils. A wagon
was borrowed from the grocer,
and the funeral procession started
for the cemetery. The opposing
group was still intent on achiev-
ing its ends, and it first tried to
stop the procession. Ohave Sho-
lom thereupon marched as guards
around the wagon carrying the
deceased. The opposition accom-
panied them with quarreling and
curses. It was a double proces-
sion. The shameful quarreling
between the two sides continued
during the whole march, and when
they finally arrived at the ceme-
tery, the real struggle began. The
Beth Medrash Hagodol let the
Ohave Sholom alone, and turned
instead to the orphans, the mourn-
ers,

“See, such an empty, barren
field. How can you allow such a
disgraceful thing to be done to
your revered father, to bury him
as the first in an empty, barren
field?” Thus argued Beth Me-
drash Hagodol with the orphan
mourners.

The children of the deceased
were grown up, but still they be-
came fearful at the words they
hear and at the sight they see.
They glance over the whole empty
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field, the cemetery which Ohave
Sholom wishes to make holy thru
their father, the deceased. Under
their feet they feel the sand and
the stones which the hard work-
ing Ohave Sholom Jews had
brought there with their sweat
and strain, to beautify a holy
resting place. The boards of the
newly erected fence look on with
their “knot-eyes” as though they
wanted to plead: “Do not shame
the hard working Jews who
brought them there and made a
holy fence.” But before the chil-
dren lies a deceased father, and
they cannot decide what to do.
“Shall we listen to Beth Medrash
Hagodol or to Ohave Sholom?”

Finally they ask the decision of
a rabbi, and the rabbi decrees as
follows: “If there is an opening
between the new cemetery and an
old one, then the new one is deem-
ed as tho it is an old one.”

When Ohave Sholom heard
these words, they were overjoyed.
Their new cemetery bordered on
the cemetery of the Beth Medrash
Hagodol. They quickly tore out
a few boards from the fence sep-
arating the two cemeteries, and
they buried the deceased. There
broke out violent fighting, several
were hurt, but Ohave Sholom had
won out. Thus it is written in the
old documents.

This incident was such a bitter
one, that it must have acted as a
crisis. Sometime afterwards the
leaders of the two congregations
met and agreed to make peace.
On the “peace committee” of
Ohave Sholom were the following:
Marcus Schwartz, Max Raski,
Harry Stein, David L. Berling, A.
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M. Levin, Joseph Kabacker, Jo-
seph Mordecai Berkson, David Le-
vin, and Channaniah Rubinsky.

THE CORPSE

In December, 1875, an incident
which took place in the vestibule
of “Ohave Sholom” greatly stir-
red all the members. One day
early in the morning the Shamas
on opening the synagogue saw
lying there a dead youth. Jews

coming to pray were shocked. It.

turned out that the dead person
was the son of poor Jewish par-
ents on Liberty street. He had
been sick for so long that his par-
ents had spent their last penny,
had sold or pawned their last poor
possessions, and when he died, his
parents, not having the means to
prepare him properly for his eter-
nal rest, had brought him to the
synagogue. :

After this occurrence there was
organized a burial society to sup-
ply the deceased poor with burial
necessities. In time they purchas-
ed all the utensils needed for the
ritual cleansing and also a coffin.

The founders of the burial so-
ciety were: Abraham Isaac Holtz-
man, Joseph Kabacker, Eliezer
Cooper, Sol Solomon, Zvi Hirsh
Goldberg, Isaac Driban, Menahan
Rubinsky, Sholom Yevrikovsky,
Herschl Schiff, Leib Orlovitz,
Moses Rosenberg, Ephraim Gold-
berg, Eliezer Lafkovitz, Zelig
Trepchinsky, Sarah-Beila,, daugh-
ter of Anschel, Rossia Santotsky,
Rachel Plotsinsky, Etta Driban,
Zlotta Tropchinsky and Goldie,
wife of Isaac Moses,

The society also performed the
ritual cleansing of the dead.
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FIRST HOUSE BOUGHT FOR
 SYNAGOGUE

In that year Jews from the east
side of the river began to move
over to the west side. On Canal
street there grew up a Jewish set-
tlement, and Maryampouler folk
were also there; -Ohave Sholom
accordingly decided that their syn-
agogue should move there too.
They empowered the president,
Eliezer Levin, Aaron Paradise and
Joseph Mordecai Berkson to buy
the house at 576 (old numbering)
South Canal street for $7250.
They paid $1000 at the time of
purchase, and the balance was to
be paid at the rate of $1000 a
year. A great dedication festivity
was celebrated on August 16, 1876.

A mediation committee was
formed, on the initiative of Eliezer
Levin, to settle all disputes be-
tween members, in order to avoid
the disgrace of having Jews bring
their differences before outsiders.

CONCESSIONS, FOR PEACE

In that very year there sprang
up a dispute among them. Some
of the members were dissatisfied
with the burial society and found-
ed a new society for “Visiting the
sick and burial.” This angered
the leaders of Ohave Sholom very
much, and at a meeting on May
16, 1876, they issued a stern warn-
ing that all members who would
have anything to do with the new
society would be expelled from
Ohave Sholom. The influence of
the new society, however, was too
strong for many members of
Ohave Sholom. Jacob Cohen ac-
cordingly succeeded in bringing it
about that the new society should
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be placated and its president,
Marcus Schwartz, made president
of Ohave Sholom. All former op-
ponents of Marcus Schwartz were
fined a sum of money and lost
their membership privileges for
three months. The ringleader was
fined double, and it seemed that
in the ranks of Ohave Sholom
peace really reigned.

On February 18, 1878, there
took place a special meeting to or-
ganize a Talmud Torah for poor
children. Alone, however, they
did not have sufficient money. It
was accordingly decided to call it
the Chicago Talmud Torah, in or-
der that all organizations should
help support it. On December 2
of that year they also organized
the ‘“Mishna-Gemorrah” society,
and Reb Joshua Zelig Ticktin
taught the group every evening
and on Saturday afternoon.

LOSERS PAY

Peace in Ohave Sholom did not
last long. The mnewly-returned
members gathered their strength
to organize a new congregation.
The upshot was that M. Schwartz
and his followers broke away from
Ohave Sholom and founded the
“Anshe Russiah,” the present day
Knesseth Israel Anshe Russiah.

The president of Ohave Sholom
realized the danger to his congre-
gation. At a meeting on April 15,
1883, several of his most promi-
nent members spoke of Anshe
Russiah in very friendly terms.
Eighteen of them were immedi-
ately expelled from Ohave Sholom.
All these measures, however, were
of no avail. The newly-organized
Anshe Russiah started to build a
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synagogue, and on Shavuoth eve,
1883, its dedication took place.
Marcus Schwartz, former presi-
dent of Ohave Sholom and newly-
elected president of Anshe Rus-
sia, even invited Anshe Sholom
to the dedication. They spurned
the invitation the first time. But
Schwartz did not weary and sent
ar.other invitation. The leaders of
Ohave Sholom could no longer re-
sist, and anyway they wanted to
end the quarrel. They selected
a committee with their cantor,
Reb Ezechiel Meyer Cantorovitz
at the head, and sent with them
$25 as a gift.

With the loss in membership
Ohave Sholom began to experi-
ence a lack of funds. Their Rabbi,
Reb Judah Barrit, who had helped
them in their most difficult mo-
ments, and had asked for a $200
raise of his ($600) yearly salary,
in order that he might live de-
cently was forced to resign.

RABBI TALMUD TORAH AND
“NEVEIM”

The officers, realizing that at
such a salary they could not get a
suitable Rabbi in America, decided
to bring over a Rabbi from the old
country. There was selected a spe-
cial committee (Reb Nahum Fried-
man, Wolf Hochstein, Samuel Ja-
cob Pollack, Todros Levin and
Harris Cohen) to seek such a Rab-
bi. The committee corresponded
with the well-known Kovno Mag-
gid, “the Ponivezzer.” In the be-
ginning he accepted, but because
of his age he could not undertake
such a long journey.

At the end of December, 1884,
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a young Rabbi from Philadelphia,
Rabbi Eliezer Alperstein, deliver-
ed a speech at the Ohave Sholom,
and in January, 1885, they gave
him a contract as Rabbi for two
years, at $600 a year. Due to his
efforts, there was founded at that
time the Moses Montefiore Talmud
Torah (in honor of the hundred-
year Montefiore Jubilee which
world Jewry was then celebrat-
ing). Ohave Sholom unassisted
could not keep up the Talmud To-
rah. The Rabbi accordingly won
over Anshe Russia, and there was
chosen for that purpose a joint
committee from both synagogues.

The year 1885 turned out to be
a Schmita year (cessation of
strife) for Ohave Sholom. In their
minutes of that year there is noth-
ing to note in the way of serious
struggle, either from the outside
front, or from within, from the
group itself. In that year, in the
month of Ab, they even celebrated
their first “Siyum Hanaviim.” A
scribe from New York wrote spe-
cially for them the scrolls of the
prophets and at the celebration a
sizeable sum was donated, and
they secured a little ark for the
“twenty-four” (books of the
Bible).

THE EX.-COMMUNICATION

To even matters up, however,
the year 1886 was a very stormy
one for them. It took place in
this wise: Ohave Sholom had pass-
ed a ruling that all its members
should buy their year-around gro-

ceries and their matzos for Pass-.

over from the grocer-baker who
made a yearly contribution to the
congregation for its charitable
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work, and one of the members
supervised this matter. The young
Rabbi demanded from the baker,
Ch. L. B., a larger donation, and
the baker maintained that he could
not afford it. The baker had as a
helper a certain Jew, A. W. He
went to the Rabbi and declared
that if the members of Ohave Sho-
lom would buy matzos from him,
he would go away from his em-
ployer, set up his own matzo-
bakery, and pay the full contribu-
tion that the Rabbi asked for. This
proposition pleased the Rabbi, and
the majority of Ohave Sholom
members began to patronize the
new baker. The old baker, seeing
such competition, began seeking
means of doing away with it.

A while later a little incident
took place. The new baker was
arrested. A gentile girl with a
child in her arms claimed that he
was the father of the child and
that he did not support her. There
was a great commotion. It was
truly terrible. Imagine! ‘“‘such a
transgression, such a disgrace—a
matzo baker should do such a
shameful act to the Jewish com-
munity.”

The young Rabbi was lost. First,
that he had made the mistake of
giving his sanction to a baker who
was a scoundrel; and second, the
members who had from the begin-
ning refused to leave the old bak-
er, now held a “strong card”
against the Rabbi.

What did Providence ordain?
The new baker was freed from
jail. It was disclosed that he was
not the father of the gentile girl’s
child. The girl came in person,
child in arm, and crossing herself
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swore that the old baker had per-
suaded her to falsely accuse the
new baker.

When the congregation heard of
this the real fun started. It was
requested that no one should re-
main at home, that all should come
to the synagogue. And there in
the synagogue the Rabbi wrapped
himself in a Talith, ascended the
pulpit, and sobbed violently over
the deplorable condition of Juda-
ism in the “trefe” land, over a
baker who, entrusted with the set-
ting aside of Chalah thruout the
year and depended upon not to
have even a trace of leaven in the
baking of matzos, trumps up a
false charge against a fellow Jew.

The Rabbi’s speech lasted for
quite a while, and the upshot was
the excommunication of the old
baker. No one was allowed to
have anything to do with him.
Anyone crossing the threshold of
his bakery would be immediately
expelled from the congregation.
The assembled people listened to
the wise words of their wise Rab-
bi, and they undertook with sol-
emn vows to carry out his decree;
and so was it inscribed in their
record-book, May 15, 1886.

One of their prominent mem-
bers, Isaac Epstein, dared to say
on the quiet that “he would not
abide by the excommunication”
and in addition he declared ‘“‘that
the whole trouble would not have
occurred had it not been for the
Rabbi.” These remarks were
“brought to the attention of the
proper authorities,”” and he was
expelled from the congregation.
Epstein came to the next meeting
of the congregation and begged
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to be forgiven. He also apologized
to the Rabbi and promised to obey
him fully in the future. That Ep-
stein was a rich Jew is evident
from the fact that when he was
readmitted to the congregation, he
was fined $25 (in those days it
was a tidy sum), and he paid it
immediately.

Shabbos M’vorchim Ellul, 1886,
the friends of the old baker and
his sons came to the synagogue
and caused the reading of the law
to be halted, in order to bring
about the voiding of the excom-
munication, which had ruined a
Jewish family, “and in so doing
they greatly insulted the Rabbi.”
When the Rabbi ascended the pul-
pit and declared that the excom-
munication remained in force, the
baker’s son leaped at the Rabbi
and slapped him. When the gath-
ering saw this, there broke out a
great deal of scuffling. The bak-
er’s sons were thrown out of the
synagogue, and the matter was
taken to court. The baker sued
the Rabbi and the congregation
for having ruined his business.
“The lawyer who defended the
Rabbi and the congregation had to
expend a great deal of energy”
before the judge exonerated the
defendants. The baker appealed
to a higher court. The affair was
drawn out for years, even after
the Rabbi in question had left Chi-
cago. Finally on January 22,
1894, a settlement was reached
with the baker. They reimbursed
him for part of the expenses of
the trial, “and a heavy burden
was taken from the congregation.”
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QUARREL WITH
RUSSIAH”

Ohave Sholom had not yet recu-
perated from the old struggles,
when a new danger threatened
them. Anshe Russiah began to
scheme against Ohave Sholom.
First ‘““the enemy” sent a recon-
noitering group, to find out how
the attack should be made. The
opposing camp had a whole corps
of diplomats and strategists. The
struggle was planned and prepar-
ed. The opening move was to send
a “letter of request” from former
Ohave Sholom members. They
asked to be reinstated. “They
were sorry that they had broken
away from their own flesh and
blood, from their congregation
which was so precious and dear to
them.” The leaders of Ohave Sho-
lom replied that they no longer
desired the friendship of the let-
ter writers. In spite of all their
smooth talk they were only seek-
ing quarrels. They wished to re-
turn to the fold in order to de-
stroy Ohave Sholom from within.

This answer was like dynamite.
The altercation  flamed sky-high.
It reached New York. The opposi-
tion sent abusive articles to the
“Yiddish Gazette” and on July
18, 1886, there appeared in print
an article against Ohave Sholom.
In return Ohave Sholom decided
to retaliate even more sharply.
“They would record the whole in-
cident in their record-book, so
that those who had sought to de-
stroy Ohave Sholom should be
stamped according to their des-
erts.”

Thus ended one strategic ma-
neuver of Anshe Russia. But in
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a short time the enemy devised a
new plan of attack, a more diplo-
matic one. Anshe Russiah sent a
committee to Ohave Sholom with
a proposal that the two congrega-
tions should unite on an equal
basis and should form one big con-
gregation.

Ohave Sholom did not turn
down such a proposal. The two
congregations appointed commit-
tees to confer jointly and work
out the details on the basis of
which the union should take place.
Ohave Sholom a:ppointed a com-
mittee of eleven. The committee,
however, returned from the con-
frence and reported that Anshe
Russiah wished thru the union to
swallow up Ohave Sholom. The
congregation on hearing this
thanked the committee for its
good work, and the union was
called off.

Like soldiers on the battlefront
catching their breath between one
attack and the next, so felt the
members of Ohave Sholom on the
holiday of “Simchas Beth Shoe-
vah,” 5648 (1887). They do not
desert their posts because the ene-
my is still there. But they can
permit themselves to catch their
breath. The synagogue is already
paid for. For years and years
they had worked, dollar by dollar
they raised the money and built a
house of God. They wanted to see
it their own, free of all debts; and
now they have lived to realize all
this. The synagogue became
brighter, every piece of furniture
somehow became dearer, because
they feel that it can no longer be
estranged. No one can take it
away from them. It is their own
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because they have labored hard
for it. They had worked hard to
make a living, but the synagogue
did not leave their thoughts. It
was their very life. They had
wanted their own synagogue, and
now they have it. All their ene-
mies have been overcome, and they
have reached their goal.

BURNED OUT AND THE SYNA-
GOGUE AT CANAL ST.

It was not ordained that they
should be long at rest. Only a
few weeks passed, and “out of a
clear blue sky” a fire broke out in
the synagogue and caused a lot of
damage. The hardest blow was
that they were driven out of their
quarters by the fire. No place to
pray, no place to gather together.
But they did not lose heart. The
very next day after the fire, No-
vember 14, 1887, they met at the
quarters of the “Dorshe Hasafruth
Haiwrith” (561 S. Canal street),
and they decided once for all that
nothing could break up their con-
gregation, not even a fire. They
must betake themselves to the task
with even greater energy. First
of all they must repair the dam-
age done to the synagogue by the
fire, and in the meantime they
would pray in the Rabbi’s home.

Young Harris Cohen, however,
came to the meeting a month later,
December 14, and said: “Listen,
gentlemen. Since we have been
burned out, let us build a new
synagogue and sell the old one.”
These words sounded a bit strange
to the members. They had barely
managed after great effort to pay
for the present synagogue, and
now they were asked to under-
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take anew a fresh burden! But as
Harris spoke they listened to him,
and they asked him to keep the
matter in mind. He did so, and he
proposed that they purchase the
site on Canal and Liberty for
$6200, and the congregation did
so (December 18, 1887).

Three months later the corner-
stone of the new synagogue was
laid, and on September 2, 1888,
the fine building, costing $25,000,
was dedicated. At the dedication
exercises many donations were re-
ceived. For the first “Slichoth”
all the seats in the synagogue were
already sold out, and during the
holidays, the ‘“‘aliyoth” and other
“Kibudim” brought in a good sum
of money. They even permitted
themselves the luxury of a new
Cantor to take the place of the
former one, Reb Meyer Cantoro-
vitz, who was with them for five
years. The first Rosh Hashona in
the new synagogue the new Can-
tor, Alexandrovitch, officiated for
them, and he remained with them
for full twenty-seven years.

TROUBLE WITH THE RABBI'S
CONTRACT

At this juncture the time for
the renewal of Rabbi Alperstein’s
contract arrived. The congrega-
tion did not wish to grant the re-
newal. Officially it was stated that
they could not pay $600 a year.
There was even a proposal that he
should be designated general Rab-
bi of several congregations, and
the various congregations should
jointly bear the burden of sup-
porting a Rabbi.

The drawback was that the other
congregations would not listen to
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such a proposal. Having no other
alternative, Ohave Sholom did not
renew the Rabbi’s contract. There
then sprang up a new trouble. The
Rabbi, greatly incensed at having
been discharged, began to write
articles in the Jewish newspapers.
He poured out a stream of invec-
tive against Ohave Sholom. And
this not being enough, he sued
them in court, claiming that they
owed him $200 and did not want
to pay.

The congregation was very
much aroused—‘“Imagine, a Rabbi
should so insult a congregation in
the papers, and then drag it be-
fore a court. If there are any
claims—are there no Rabbis (long
may they live) in Chicago? The
congregation is willing to lay the
case before the Rabbis. They are
not, Heaven forbid, trying to avoid
1624

The Rabbi answered, however,
that “he could not rely on such”
small Rabbis, “and he would never
abide by their decision.” The con-
gregation was anxious to avoid a
disgraceful spectacle and did not
wish to go to court with their for-
mer Rabbi over the sum of $200.
They agreed to give him $110 and
thus obviate a quarrel between
Jews. The Rabbi also thought it
over, “was willing to waive his
claims” and accepted the amount
the congregation offered him. The
quarrel terminated September 28,
1888.

A PROMISE IS A PROMISE

When it is ordained, however,
that a quarrel should break out,
one can never know from which
direction it will come. There oc-

N B 1IN LIIESTND B M Y
AN JZIYnYIn 1 SNMIND pDB
ITVRRD DOV VIND WK LN
PIODN DR Y IR DR 0N N
18 20 DY W B BN
Bt LpiNT 200 B M0ID R A0
110 o (aps W s s o
SY MIDISAR 1TNMRDNIR DN WONT
S T DNST 20 T TNN LITIN (R
TNV DT SN, DD
SUBNY INAN M IYHLPNY DRT N
TIDID W W 1Amsny DYN mgn'n
“BYD (D28 DYT LPYIIWI T LN

1888 panyd

RUNY N TN RONT N

,TIDOD R BRI Yan PN/D
DNYY 11D [DMY DY SRPIVD (D NP
PBRYSIND LIPMID B3N TP B K RD
R W17 {6 T J  ~Bni 73V - B
=Py 7RI AN, YT 1AM NS
ANN O YD W R
W OIN NMD SMIND IND 516
1IN 1EONIYY O DT WHYWINN
S OPNR TSP TN PaNR
SN YT M JANT L OMR W W
SOYD R OIY PANmMaMan Sy
M OORIND 1ENPIND T SNN W WS
BY) S 1D BNNT ND WL 5 1
A
N IR HEMPYIEN DX 1IN YT
DNT 1IN 7RIS MmN, 1R TN
AN L WONT 8500 DWW WD BONYNA
JRID DT OANMKR IPNYI N0 N Y
AR U2 DT IMNTOND BN W
400 B "PSRND WA, 1T W W
TLOLANT DY TN, N LONT
P3O0 0T TN DDIRNWT BT
D3PI DN TP DT DRSDIN 1NN
P3N O IYDIPYI IYAN DR N3P W
NN TINSIND T 9N Y IR BNy
“YPDRD 15IM) [RBIyn DN DN
VI OR DDB W LII0ND Y I I
DID IONYRI RIRT 1O WM LM
NN WSt 500 7oi5e vamN,, e

e e



curred an incident in connection
with the old synagogue. Ohave
Sholom, of course, still had their
old synagogue at 516 Canal street.
When God prospered them, and
they moved over to the new syna-
gogue, they turned over the old
synagogue to a broker to sell it,
on condition that for five years it
should not be used as a synagogue.

The building was purchased by
a member of Ohave Sholom, who
paid for it $8500. But he vio-
lated the condition. He rented
out the building for one year to
“Anshe Suwalk” for $400. On
hearing this Ohave Sholom want-
ed immediately to sue the purchas-
er in court. The purchaser, how-
ever, appeared, and declared that
he was willing to abide by the de-
cision of the people; he would
carry out their decree. The deci-
sion was that the purchaser must
pay Ohave Sholom a fine of $500,
said fine payable in monthly in-
stalments of $50.

INCIDENT WITH “MISHNAH
GEMORRAH”

After that there broke out a
conflict with the Mishna-Gemor-
rah society. At the time of its
organization it had been expressly
stipulated that as long as they
would meet in Ohave Sholom, all
their income and books would be-
long to Ohave Sholom. At the
great festivity of dedicating the
synagogue Ohave Sholom had ex-
pected that Mishna-Gemorrah
would certainly participate and
would bring a nice gift for the
synagogue. It turned out, how-
ever, that Mishna-Gemorrah did
not bring a gift, and did not even
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seem to feel any of the festival
spirit. They seemed to act like
strangers, while all others were
celebrating. This incident did not
please Ohave Sholom. They had
gone thru too much to let them-
selves be fooled now by anybody.
They began quietly to investigate,
and they found out that Mishna-
Gemorrah actually had a separate
little “nest egg” and that they had
also removed many of the books
which had been in the synagogue
and hidden them in other places.
The wrath of Ohave Sholom was
great indeed when they found this
out. Mishna-Gemorrah had to turn
over its nest-egg of $33.34 to
Ohave Sholom, and also had to re-
turn all the books which it had re-
moved from the synagogue.

After this incident Ohave Sho-
lom no longer took their word.
Mishna-Gemorrah had to sign a
statement assuming responsibility
for all books which would happen
to be missing from the synagogue,
and agreeing to turn over all its
income directly to the Ohave Sho-
lom treasury. A committee (I.
M. Berkson, H. Cohen and M. Ras-
kis) was to see to it that Mishna-
Gemorrah should live up to the
agreement. It was not long until
Mishna-Gemorrah rented quarters
and other necessities for a “holy
place.” All this was done secret-
ly, and they were waiting for a
good pretext “for separating from
Ohave Sholom.” Break away with-
out an excuse—Mishna-Gemorrah
did not want this. They sought
until they finally found this pre-
Text:

“The partitions
women’s

between the
synagogues and the
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men’s are too low. When the
women come to the synagogue on
Saturdays and holidays, they are
quite easily seen.” Mishna-Ge-
morrah desired that the women’s
synagogue should be hung with
curtains, so that the men should
not be able to see the women while
praying. If Ohave Sholom would
do this—well and good; if not
Mishna-Gemorrah would break
away and found its own synago-
gue. :

Ohave Sholom understood that
this demand of Mishna-Gemorrah
was just a pretext, and if it should
be granted, they would find some-
thing else over which to pick a
quarrel. The younger people of
Ohave Sholom, “The Society of
Youths for studying the Talmud,”
were very much aroused. One
Saturday afternoon, Parshe Tavou,
August 15, 1890, Mishna-Gemor-
rah came, following its usual cus-
tom, to study the ‘“Blatt”’—Dbehold,
all the tables and benches were
occupied by the young folk. Next
Saturday Mishna-Gemorrah was
no longer at Ohave Sholom.

RABBI RABINOWITZ AND
RABBI BRAUDE

The members of Ohave Sholom
could not manage for long with-
out a Rabbi. The leaders decided,
however, that if they were to get
a Rabbi for their synagogue, he
must be well-known, and he must
be from the old country. In Chi-
cago at that time there lived a
young man, Leibe Rabinowitz,
whose father had been known as
the “Seleler prodigy.” The young
man asked Ohave Sholom to bring
his father over as Rabbi, and if
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they should not approve of him—
there would be no claims against
Ohave Sholom. On April 25, 1891,
they sent for the new Rabbi, and
on July 10 he arrived in Chicago.
Many people came to the train to
welcome the Rabbi. Three days
later he delivered his first sermon.
It impressed the big audience fa-
vorably, and he was given a three
year contract at $600 a year. The
moment of signing the contract
was a joyous one, and a special
committee (Jacob Cohen, Reb Na-
hum Friedman and Joseph Mor-
decai Berkson) handed the con-
tract to him.

“Before long (so read the min-
utes) dissatisfaction with the new
Rabbi became very strong. His
dialectic and his keeness in Tal-
mud were not understood by the
members, and he was not much of
a speaker. They held him in due
respect, but they wanted a preach-
er to speak for them on Saturdays
and holidays.”” Rabbi Samuel
Braude was appointed their
preacher at $18 a month, half to
be paid by Ohave Sholom and half
by Chevra Thilim.

Friday Parshe Nitzavim, 5654
(1894) is marked in their records
as a mournful day—the Rabbi
passed away. Rabbi Samuel Braude
was immediately made Rabbi of
the congregation at $600 a year.
According to the records he was,
in addition to being a great
scholar and a forceful speaker, a
very energetic social worker. He
remained with them 13 years, till
May 14, 1907, and then he sud-
denly died. This tragic event
moved everybody. And it took
place just at the time when the
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congregation was free of troubles
and of debts, and even had a cash
balance of $7000. Due to its ac-
tive participation in all local Jew-
ish charitable undertakings, the
congregation attracted more and
more prominent and well-to-do
men, and it became necessary to
build a bigger synagogue.

THE SYNAGOGUE AT ASH
LAND AND RABBI SILBER

In September, 1907, under the
presidency of Jacob Cantor, a
committee was chosen to buy the
site on Polk and Ashland for
$15,000 and to direct the build-
ing of the new synagogue, which
cost $60,000. On the building
committee were: H. Ets-hokin, L
Berkson, J. Berkson, A. S. Oppen-
heim, A. Schiff, I. Bass, W. Far-
ber, Ch. Cohen, A. Levin, Z. Mor-
ris, I. Cohen, R. Aller, S. Cohen,
N. Fisher, Ch. Shapera, M. L. Sha-
pera, secretary, J. Silverman, H.
Cohen and J. Cantor.

The building of the new syna-
gogue was carried on energetically
under the presidency of L. Sha-
piro; unfortunately he died (Feb-
ruary 13, 1910) before the syna-
gogue was completed. The presi-
dency was taken over by William
Farber, and on September 15,
1910, the dedication of the fine
synagogue was celebrated with
much joy. Many donations were
given for the synagogue. Zelig
Morris loaned $15,000 for five
years at 5%. The Shapiro broth-
ers, Morris and Charley, donated
two pulpit chairs in memory of
their sainted parents, and the first
Ladies’ Auxiliary with Mrs. Harry
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Morris as president donated the
money for the holy Ark.

It is understood that such a
great congregation could no long-
er do without a spiritual leader.
A committee was chosen (W. Far-
ber, H. Ets-hokin, A. Berkson,
R. Aller, J. Cohen, A. Rabinowitz
and Reb Nahum Friedman), and
it began corresponding with prom-
inent Rabbis known thruout the
land. Of course every one want-
ed to be Rabbi of such a congre-
gation, but there was bickering
concerning the amount of the sal-
ary. In the meantime there came
a letter from a certain young man
who asked for nothing more than
permission to come and address
them. If he “‘should find favor
in their eyes,”” well and good,
and if not, he desires nothing of
them, not even traveling expenses.
The members of the committee
considered the matter: “Is this
young man known? No, he is not
known. Perhaps some one had
heard of him? No, no one had
heard of him. What then should
they reply to the young man? The
logical thing is to invite him to
come. There is nothing to be lost,
he doesn’t even ask for traveling
expenses.”

The committee sent him a letter,
asking him to be with them for
Rosh Hashonah (5671, 1911). His
sermons, on both days of Rosh
Hashonah, so inspired the great
audience of members and those
who had come to pray, that at
night immediately after Rosh
Hashonah they held a special
meeting, and they chose him to be
spiritual leader of the congrega-
tion; that young man was the pres-
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ent well-known Rabbi Saul Silber.

That holiday marked a great
moment in the growth of Ohave
Sholom. They had just ended the
period of struggling for existence,
and there was beginning a new
epoch of striving and achieving
for the entire Chicago Jewry.
They had every prospect of realiz-
ing their goal. Their fine big syn-
agogue, the gifted new Rabbi, the
excellent Cantor Meisel, and their
scholarly shamash Reb Nahum
Friedman—all these served as a
magnet to draw more and more
members (in excess of 400), and
the active workers felt truly en-
couraged to undertake great
things. The Ladies’ Auxiliary
worked- very industriously, the
first board of directors was elected
(S. Morris, J. Cohen, J. S. Simon,
H. Weiss, L. Pador, S. Jesser, H.
Morris, M. Novitzky, A. Schiff, I.
Bass and Ch. Rabinowitz), their
society for Talmud study, which
had previously been organized by
Reb Nahum Friedman, was enlarg-
ed; the Bible Society was reorgan-
ized, and a loan fund, organized
in memory of Rabbi Isaac Elch-
anan in the year of his death, did
fine work under the presidency of
Reb Nahum Friedman.

40 YEARS IN THE WILDER-
NESS

Free and hospitable was the
Heaven-blessed land, America, for
the Jewish immigrants. Here
there opened up for them new
worlds, but strange and unknown
to them. They did not understand
the language of the new land did
not know its customs, and like lit-
tle children they had to learn how
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“to make the first step.” The fer-
tile blooming land was for them
like a wilderness. Means of earn-
ing a livelihood had to be found
and also a place for the Jewish
God. The road to a livelihood was
difficult, but they never forgot the
Jewish God. Wherever ten of them
happened to be, there was a “Bo-
rechu Ukedusha.” Wherever they
moved and developed a settiement,
there did they bring holy books
and scrolls of the Law. In the
measure that its ranks moved and
established themselves in the rich-
er neighborhoods, so did Ohave
Sholom build its congregation
ever finer and stronger.

For forty years, like the Jews
in the wilderness, they moved the
House of God from place to place,
until they had built the present
synagogue, of which they were
truly proud. And since the neigh-
borhood of Ashland and Polk was
at that time considered an excel-
lent one and rich Jewish house-
holders had beautiful homes there,
Ohave Sholom thought that at last
they and their synagogue had
reached “peace and rest.”” Here
they would remain and grow old.

The workers of the congrega-
tion, with their spiritual leader at
the head, began to concentrate all
their energies to broaden the con-
gregation’s activities. It became
a working center for all Jewish
activities in Chicago, it supported
generously Yeshivoth and -chari-
table institutions. Because of its
large and wealthy membership its
influence steadily grew. At each
meeting new prominent members
joined. November 1, 1913, Joseph
Weil became president.
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These delightful days did not
last for long. There began again
a wave of moving. Jews, praised
be God, were continually “work-
ing themselves up,” and they be-
gan to move to a new neighbor-
hood. When they still lived at
Canal-Newberry and Twelfth, the
section around Polk and Ashland
was looked upon as truly aristo-
cratic. But when they had lived
there a few years, they began to
think of better and richer neigh-
borhoods. It became the style,
and one had to imitate the other.

The smaller congregations im-
mediately felt the results of the
moving. Jews left the neighbor-
hood, and the congregation be-
came impoverished. Ohave Sholom
held its own, but the leaders al-
ready began seriously to think of
the impending danger to the con-
gregation, when its rich members
would move away from the neigh-
borhood.

The only way to insure the con-
tinued existence of Ohave Sholom
congregation was to persuade
other congregations to unite with
it, and in place of several shaky
congregations in one neighbor-
hood, there would be one congre-
gation whose existence would be
secure.

There began for Ohave Sholom
a chapter of “unions.” At vari-
ous times during 1913 and 1914,
“Anshe Suwalk,” “Bnai Moshe,”
“Beth Medrash Hagodol Ubenai
Yaakove” and other congregations
sent their committees to Ohave
Sholom to discuss a union. There
was much bickering on certain
points. The above mentioned con-
gregations were at that time rich
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enough, and they insisted on their
points. The greatest difficulty was
the name. It was understood by
all that when the congregations
would merge, the united congre-
gation would be named after all
the units, that is—‘“Ohave Sholom-

Anshe Suwalk-Bnai Moshe-Beth
Medrash Hagodol Ubenai Yaa-
kove” congregation. It was, in-

deed, a rather long name, but
the Jews could get used to it. The
trouble was that each side insisted
on having its name first. One of
the congregations, that is to say
its president, even desired that
“he should always be president of
the united congregations.” Other-
wise it was not worth while for
him. In this way all these pro-
posals for union came to naught.

UNION WITH “ANSHE
CALVARIEH”

Ohave Sholom was accordingly
quite pleased to unite with “An-
she Calvary.” After a number of
meetings the union was consum-
mated, Nov. 26, 1916, at a great
banquet, where the new name of
the united congregation was proc-
laimed—Anshe Sholom.

The Calvary congregation had
been in existence since Chanukah
5652 (1892). That Passover they
had their own minyan in a rented
house on Canal near Bunker. Rab-
bi Todros Ticktin was their Rabbi
until, four years later, he went
away to Palestine. On Shavuoth
Reb Samuel Shapiro became their
Shamash. He immediately organ-
ized a Talmud society and he
taught the “blatt” when they did
not have a Rabbi.

In 5685 (1895) they moved
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over to hired quarters on Wilson
near Clinton. There they had
many learned men, and the Tal-
mud society developed greatly.
Rabbi Zelig Glick was, during the
time of Rabbi Todros, the instruec-
tor of their “Torah society.” After
the latter’s departure for Pales-
tine, Rabbi Glick, thanks to the
efforts of Reb Samuel Shapiro,
was made Rabbi of the congrega-
tion.

In 5666 (1902) they purchased
a big church at Twelfth and Un-
ion, and remodeled it into a fine
synagogue and Beth Medrash, the
whole thing costing them approxi-
mately $22,000. The synagogue
remained there until it was pur-
chased (1917) by the city in or-
der to widen Twelfth street.

The Calvary congregation pos-
sessed at that time fourteen scrolls
of the Law, four ornaments for
the scrolls, eighteen sets of the
. Talmud and many other books,
from Pentateuchs to the latest
. ““Responsa,” which had been pur-
chased from time to time by their
Shamas, a real lover of books.
The congregation also had $18,000
cash, a paid-up cemetery worth
$20,000, and a big lot on Homan
near Douglas—all this was the
splendid dowry for the new unit-
ed congregation—Anshe . Sholom.
The officers and active workers of
the Calvary congregation at that
time were: Moses Goldstein,
Chaim Blitzstein, David Goldberg,
Nathan Sloan, B. L. Sloan, Judah
Jacbson, Jacob Goldberg, Morde-
cai Oppenheim, Joshua Jacobson
and of course Reb Samuel Sha-
piro, their Shamash. After the
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union Samuel Phillipson was the
treasurer. .

THEY HAVE ANOTHER SYNA-
GOGUE AT HOMAN AND
DOUGLAS BOULEVARD

After such an important event
the new united congregation
should have been able, according
to all reason, to sit peacefully “un-
der its vine and under its figtree,”
in its fine big synagogue on Ash-
land and Polk, and rest up in its
old age, after so many trying ex-
periences. It seems, however, that
life does not regulate itself ac-
cording to reason. Just six weeks
after the union, the members who
lived in the Lawndale section re-
quested that they should build for
them a synagogue on the lot at
Homan and Douglas.

Anshe Sholom became busy
again. June 1, 1917, the corner-
stone of the new building was laid,
on the High Holidays the Lawn-
dale members already prayed in
the new synagogue, and on No-
vember 9, 1917, the dedication
was celebrated. The building with
all its furnishings cost approxi-
mately $50,000. On the initiative
of Rabbi Silber there was organ-
ized there a fine Talmud Torah
(Ivrith Beivrith) and immediately
on opening it had a registration
of 200. In the synagogue they
prayed, and they studied under
Rabbi Glick and their scholarly
Shamash Reb Samuel Shapiro. Due
to the untiring labor of Rabbi Sil-
ber there grew up a real Jewish
center. The officers were: Joseph
Weil, Jacob Goldberg, S. Marshall,
Meyer Gitlitz and A. Nomberg;
and the Talmud Torah leaders:
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B. L. Sloan, L. Morris, H. Yitz-
hokin and S. Shapiro. Great also
were the accomplishments of the
Ladies’ Auxiliary, which at every
opportunity raised money for the
congregation.

They thought that the new syn-
agogue would serve to counter-
balance the position of the old
synagogue. Only a few years pass-
ed, however, and the Jewish set-
tlement in the Ashland neighbor-
hood had virtually disappeared.
There remained hardly any of the
richer householders, and it devel-
oped that the mother-synagogue
on Ashland became subordinate to
the daughter-synagogue on Ho-
man. All the activity of Anshe
Sholom centered around the young
synagogue. The older one be-
came more and more limited, and
the younger one so bloomed and
grew that its place became too
small for it. What was happen-
ing was the well-known case of
“one who increases his possessions
increases his worries.” It seemed
that the two synagogues were very
fine indeed, and yet there was
trouble with both.

Accordingly, at a meeting on
October 5, 1919, it was decided
that they should set themselves to
the task of building a great syna-
gogue in the new neighborhood.
Someone asked, “Well, and how
about money?’”’” The answer was:
“We will sell both the old and new
synagogues, and there will be no
lack of money.”” A committee
was selected (M. Gitlitz, R. Aller,
A. H. Horwich and D. Lifschultz)
to find out how much money could
be realized from the two syna-
gogues.

1D NN NT N L 1IN 10me
7 e}
W5 DY LM R M YPRY R
LAONNYY 10NN 1919 ayantpy
1D I3 IR 1MV AONT 1D
DYI 'R S YDy B Y3 DNY
SPIOONT VD BRD LI DI
BT 27151 1IN N, DIYMD
a) 'AR TR § 1/ P8 ol itk 17375 B 7))
YTOYR IR YDSR YT N 1EVIPIRD
JIISTE 2 oYY 1P 1R Y 3
D) DIMRD R 12WDIDMN DR
IR PYWT LT LR BO0N LT Pty
Svpeyy BN (PwErd g
YAy ORD 1R YD e ey
Rehbl

1M PIND AN ANNT P

=MD YT DNT WANYNIND 11H30 DYn

TOR W IND IR DYOIMND PN
OND 1IN WML 67 1 @ yn
oyT M LA 50 — e W
DNYY BTSN 1YY 130T A0Mm
I TIRORN TN DINRNMI TN TN
TR ODMTIYY TN T O 1N DI
DRBN 7DYINa YpRYD BIvD D,
1IN IEMPIRE POOR TP DI
VORI — DN TN N N T
MY I DM DBYSPIND W
DY IORNMINEN  DYINMEYY  TaND
TS IVNNY IR IV W aNpaNe
MY MPPINMY LDYOD IR N 1B
NG PSNT BT BEIYTONN TNE
TN LIEMDTIRE !B YNON YT 1M
SIN DR DAY N VN I
1Ay SNr DY FIYD N 13N ramymn
R TIIID NTR TING PN BRYTIINT
SPIBN YT DN DN LTINS B0
®) ;1923 8m 913 oym ma
(Y 258 8 1R T B 1D R
1IN DOYOWYY PINTD YT DN IR
IBMPIND Py SN Y, AMNAEN
WOPBITMY B7 TRD S YHow ™
1AL 55 718N paRD !y W St/
=Py 120 46 N7, DINIY aND
1300 1 9 S D L7,

—33—



NEW WORIES ABOUT BOTH
SYNAGOGUES

On Nov. 30 the committee re-
ported that for the old synagogue
there was an offer of $67,000 and
for the new one $50,000. At the
meeting there were members who
still lived in the Ashland neigh-
borhood. When they saw that the
congregation really meant busi-
ness and was on the verge of sell-
ing the old synagogue, and know-
ing that the new synagogue was
so far away, they were greatly
distressed and tried to prevent the
sale. Their argument was that the
price was too low. They should
not sell the synagogue for less
than $100,000. This argument
was successful. They commenced
seeking a purchaser who would
give $100,000, and such a pur-
chaser was not to be found. The
affair dragged on till May 13, 1923
(a matter of three and one-half
years), when the question was put
to a vote “Shall we sell the old
synagogue for $67,000 or not?”
Fifty-five voted “yes” and 46 vot-
ed “no.” A mere 9 votes swung
the balance, but “majority rules.”

A committee was immediately
chosen to undertake the building
of a great new synagogue (R. Al-
ler, M. Gitlitz, Sam Cohen, P. La-
zar, A. H. Horwich, Ch. Shapera,
H. Grawoig, H. Levy, J. Levin, D.
Lifschultz, S. Marshall, S. Morris,
L. Morris, S. J. Newberger, J. S.
Passman, Ch. Rabinowitz, B. L.
Sloan, D. Ticktin, Serlin, A. Yer-
gin, S. Palmer, Rothbaum, Gar-
field, A. Sumn®&r and also the of-
ficers: Rabbi Silber, W. Farber,
J. Weil, J. Goldberg and M. Gold-
stein).
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It is understood that during this
period there were other matters to
be taken care of. For example,
on September 30, 1923, it was
written in the minutes ‘“that every
officer must be able to read and
write.”” Over the two words
“every officer” there is written
“the vice-president.”” This cor-
rection, however, is scratched out
in the minutes, and it seems that
the resolution remained that not
only the vice-president but all of-
ficers must be able to read and
write. A month later they con-
sidered the question, “Should they
unite with Congregation Hagro
Anshe Vilno?” The negotiations
lasted for nine weeks, but the un-
ion did not go thru, due to the old
well-known reasons.

But the main problem which
confronted them was “where shall
we build the projected great syna-
gogue?”’ The members from the
Lawndale neighborhood wanted to
have the synagogue built on their
own lot, at Douglas and Homan.
There were also members who al-
ready lived on the North Side
around Broadway, and they want-
ed Anshe Sholom to build its syna-
gogue there. And what of the
members who had remained in the
Ashland neighborhood? It cer-
tainly was a problem! In addition
it was quite a task to sell the two
synagogues, the old one and the
new. There were Jewish organi-
zations interested in the newer
synagogue—a Yeshiva desired it
and so did a congregation (the
upshot was that it brought in a
meagre $43,000). Even for its
empty lot there was considerable
demand, and it was sold for $32,-
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But what was to be dome
with the old synagogue? There
was no Jewish purchaser. There
was none and there would be none.
That neighborhood no longer had
a Jewish settlement. The only
purchaser willing to give $67,000
was' a Greek congregation, which
wanted it for a house of worship.
Anshe Sholom was thus faced with
a great trial. Their Rabbi declined
to give a decision in the matter.
It was referred to other Rabbis
and they declared ‘“‘that there is
no law concerning that point. Let
the congregation do the best it
can.” And since there was no al-
ternative, the synagogue was sold
to the sole buyer.

000.

THE PRESENT SYNAGOGUE

There remained to be decided,
“Where shall we build the great
new synagogue?’”’ Rabbi Silber
pointed out, with weighty reasons,
that the best place for the syna-
gogue was Independence and Polk.
The place was accordingly pur-
chased (May, 1924) from B. Co-
hen for $52,000, with a proviso
that the synagogue should always
house a Talmud Torah. Newheu-
sen was the architect of the pres-
ent imposing synagogue, which
cost $215,000, and with an added
$26,000 for furnishings and equip-
ment.

On March 22, 1922, the corner-
stone was laid, under the super-
vision of a special committee:
Adenberg, Alling, Bernstein, S.
Gorenstein, Dobkin, B. Weller, D.
Ticktin, A. Yergin, H. L. Levy, D.
Lifschultz, Minovitz, S. New-
berger, B. L. Sloan, N. Sloan, Ser-
lin, T. Fishman, N. Fisher, Cohen,
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Caran, G. Rosen, Rothbaum and
A. H. Reinschreiber.

In the course of 11 months the
great building was completed, un-
der the tireless work of the build-
ing committee (A. Adenberg, R.
Aller, I. Bass, J. Goldberg, M.
Goldstein, A. H. Horwich, J. Weil,
D. Ticktin, F. Lazar, H. Morris,
L. Morris, B. L. Sloan, N. Sloan,
W. Farber, J. Passman, G. Rosen
and Ch. Shapera, ehairman).

On Sunday, February 21, 1926,
at two in the afternoon, there took
place the grand dedication, under
the presidency of H. Morris. It
was a sacred festival for all Chi-
cago Jews. Rabbi Saul Silber,
Judge Henry Horner (now Gov-
ernor), Judge Hugo Pam and
Judge Harry M. Fisher were the
chief speakers. Prominent Jewish
leaders brought greetings to the
inspired audience. Attorney Max
Schulman was the toastmaster.

It was one of the truly finest
moments for local Jewry in gen-
eral and for Anshe Sholom in par-
ticular.

Highly significant is the fact
that the $300,000 building did not
in the slightest impair the old-
home Jewishness of spirit of its
synagogue. Prayer, study and
Zedoko prevail as ever. Despite
the severe general crisis, the
synagogue retains its spiritual con-
tent. The Rabbi is provided with
a life-long contract; the Hebrew
school teachers are paid promptly;
Chevra Mishnayoth, Chevra Shas,
Chevra Talmud, Free Loan, Moath
Chitim, Albert Singer Alliance,
Ladies’ Auxiliary, Chevra Mikra,
the well-attended Friday evening
lectures and other activities—all
these are living witness of highly
spiritual Jewish pulsation.

Mention should be made of the
excellent work accomplished with

loyalty and efficiency since the end
of 1925 by the secretary of the
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Synagogue, well known Hebrew
teacher of the Herzl school, Morris
Hirsch. During the present presi-
dency of Mr. M. L. Shapera, the
old mortgage has been liquidated
and the 65th anniversary of the
synagogue was celebrated with a
grand banquet on Sunday, Jan-
uary 13, 1935.

For sixty odd years the congre-
gation had unyieldingly striven to
implant traditional Judaism in
America, Its leaders had under-

gone terrific trials in the long
years of its existence. Trials of

poverty and loneliness for the

early pioneers, and trials of wealth
and assimilation which the succes-

sors and present leaders of Anshe

Sholom had to face, until the con-
gregation had attained its present

position, a very high position in
Jewish life.

Its history is a precious ring in
the history of the Jewish people—
an eternal privilege for those who
help to write it.
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Rabbi Saul Silber

This particularly important
chapter in the history of Anshe
Sholom Congregation had its be-
ginning in 1910, not with words
and wishes, but with living deeds
for Anshe Sholom and for Chicago
in general. With the arrival of
Rabbi Silber was added a force
which helped to create an epochal
period in local social and national
activities.

Rabbi Silber belongs to the
category of spiritual leaders who
practice what they preach. He is
an able and profound popular
speaker, and his words penetrate
the hearts of his hearers. He is
concrete and constructive. He ap-
peals for deeds for the common
good and he is himself among the
doers. That is the secret of his
great influence in all important
undertakings, where he serves not
only as advisor but also as a
practical worker.

Education. He has always
called and appealed for organized
Jewish education. -He worked to
improve existing Hebrew schools
and aided in ‘establishing new ones
on sound foundations. He never
despaired even when former
Hebrew school workers opposed
improvements and he was com-
pelled to wage a vigorous struggle
on behalf of traditional Jewish
education. The edifice of Anshe
Sholom Congregation at Douglas
Boulevard and Homan Avenue,
was a model Hebrew school and
Jewish centre.

Zionism. He became here the
Zionist tribune. He awakened the
community conscience. Zionism
grew here into a popular move-
ment and the synagogues were his
supporting pillars. Convinced that
the Holy Land had to be built up
in the spirit of the Torah, he be-
came a leading force in the Amer-
ican Mizrachi movement. In 1920,
he attended the Inter-allied Con-
ference, convened in London by
Dr. Chaim Weitzman. In 1929,
he was a Mizrachi delegate to the
Zionist Congress and was elected
to the Jewish Agency.
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Charities. At the end of 1912,
he joined the movement to or-
ganize the Federated Charities
(orthodox), becoming one of the
first directors.

When this body turned for aid
to the former Associated Chari-
ties (reform) and as a result a
committee from both organiza-
tions was formed to assist the
Federated Charities, he was
chosen director of the committee.

When J. Rosenwald, in 1921,
selected a committee to amalga-
mate both above-mentioned or-
ganizations, Rabbi Silber was
made a member of this committee,
where he demanded equal status
for the Hebrew schools and Sab-
bath observance by the Charities
office.

Rabbi Silber has been a mem-
ber of Mount Sinai Hospital since
1913, when the hospital still bore
the name of ‘“Maimonides”. He
holds similar office in the Marx
Nathan Orphan Home. As Vice-
President of the New York Cen-
tral Relief and member of the
Chicago committee, he visits many
cities and assists in organizing
fund campaigns everywhere.

The Song of Songs of all his
tireless activity during the past
twenty-odd years has been the
Hebrew Theological College (see
the 4th volume of the Central
Sepher Hazikoron), of which he
has been President since 1922. He
is the Pillar of Fire that illumi-
nates the path of that high theo-
logical institution.

It must be noted with justice
that Anshe Sholom Congregation,
through its most active workers,
has participated in great measure
in all the above-detailed activities.
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MORRIS, ZELIG & BESSIE

Mr. Morris was born in Russia
in 1847, and came to this country
in 1876, where he went into the
junk business and prospered in a
very short time, becoming one of
the outstanding merchants in this
line in Chicago. He soon became
known as the “Rich Morris” and
way back in the 90’s he was re-
puted to be a millionaire.

During his lifetime he led a
simple, unostentatious life, giving
much of his time and means
towards the upbuilding and main-
tenance of the Anshe Sholom in
the periods of residence at Canal,
Ashland and Independence.

He was a man of his word; and
was noted for his devotion to the
cause of orthodox Judaism.

After a short illness at the age
of 84, he passed away Tuesday,
December 15, 1931.

He left a fortune of almost a
million dollars, of which amount
a sum of fifty-two thousand dol-
lars was left for various charitable
institutions. From that amount,
thirty thousand dollars were left
for the congregation Anshe
Sholom, where in his memory the
beautiful board of directors room
was dedicated.

Mrs. Z. Morris was elected hon-
orary president of the Ladies’
Auxiliary of the congregation.
For twenty-five years, Mrs. Z.
Morris belongs and contributes to
various charitable institutions, as
the: M. Z.; Eastern Stars;
Council of Jewish Women; Marks
Nathan Orphan Home, and Rest
Haven, '

N2 1N 9P DN

YIS IR 1INAYI PR DOND LD
SYRR IOD IYPIPYI R 1IN 1847 1N
qY BRT VIRPY 1R V1876 DR PPN
VSR DY 1MBYYRD TN TANAYIIN
PIY GPETID R OINT DRONIR ONBYD
YOOYII T 11D WINVN TINNYS Y PN
PR Y .BaEyy PR DnmD
DON RIRDWY 1IN IV MDINIING
SU3 DBRA IR V/DaND apens ayT,
JVINOM ANR BOTIRG

SRIONIYOINYY TYAN PR O
SIMANIIY 1 DR IRBINR NN P
PHOYIY T LIRDIYN DAY
YTOINMYI DR M3 IR TIIVIINE
NP N Y IR O DYSY waN
I WHPHPR WHDIVIIYIN N
— IR M7 YR OYOR N
DIPTIVBYINR DR TIROYR LOVIND
STINOA

ST DOR BDIRIRD MY PR Y
B IR IRPDLINN DN R
DIY BYIPIMIWANR YT NIvIBN
LDIDITIR TRIDPNTRDN

TN Y PR R 84 1D ypdy N
IR 13INBYYS DVIOPIRIPD WNTNP N
D DYHDINE R OIIROVITVIR DN]
1D ARORT IO R OIY UMD
Y BT ONROSNT pIarw 52 posum
<IN PDTY YT YT ORD 1avwyaen
TNV IV DIOD DY N LTDONDY
WIR YT ONE INONT pIamn 20
PR DIVTIN Y OPROIRY SR Do
WTOINNYI DITIRVIIVN OWNYED
SUDIY IIRDPYIYT I

TP 12YOPYIDMR PR DMIND DD
DYTNS YT 1D MBITNYIBETINY 1NN
S DISE IR YT 1D MINONPIN

OIY BINSNT N R AN 25 vIan
MNYD  MYBDWR ,DUPT A N2
AVDIRG PRI AN O'DNp

LDYINYS DAY NY3 (YNBSS DPaRn
PEYIBYTE R PR DR NN DOV
JUSNBYIR DTS YPIBINY YOR ¥

RIS et



Samuel Shapiro

Son of Jacob and Pessie-Gnendil,
.of Anixt, Lithuania. From 9 to 12
yvears of age, he studied Talmud
with his grandfather, Mayer
Schwartz, at Wilkomir, Lithuania.
Later studied two years in
special class (Sheeur) and at 16,
began to study by himself.

In 1880, at Calvarie, he married
Frade, daughter of Judah, a
scholar and man of examplary
habits. = Coming to America in
1882, he went into business, but
in 1893, came to Chicago, where
he became Shamosh of the Cal-
varier Synagogue. He taught Tal-
mud and was the moving spirit of
that congregation (see page 30).
Through his efforts, the Calvarier
and Mariampoler congregations
merged into the present Anshei
Sholom.

In 5682 (1921-1922), illness
compelled him to resign his posi-
tion and since then he has occupied
himself with matters of Torah.
From 5685 to 5693 (1925 to 1933)
he taught Talmud at the Kenmore
Avenue Synagogue.

His children, Mayer, Hayman,
Archie, William, Irving, Sarah
(Appleton, Wis.) and Marie, hold
their respected father in greatest
esteem and preserve the blessed
memory of their mother, who
passed away the 3rd day of Ir,
5693 (1933).
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William Farber :

In 1887 he came from Ganitz,
Grodno (Russia). He worked for
two years in a food shop (New
York) and in 1889 he opened in
Chicago a crockery store and mar-
ried Rachel, daughter of Abraham
Jacob Plotsinsky (Platt) Gabe of
the ‘ Talmud Society in ‘“Ohave
Sholom e

"He opened a Matzos bakery, in
partnership with M. Wittenberg,
and after 25 years of success he
turned to real estate.

He was among the founders of
the “Home for the Aged” and the
“Burial Society’’; an activé work-
er for the Orphan Home; secre-
tary in the old ‘“Shelter House’;
active in local relief work, treas-
urer Moes Hetim.: He was presi-
dent of the Moses Montefiore Tal-
mud Torah, a director of the Beth
Medrash L’Torah- was vice-presi-
dent and chairman ‘“Charity Com-
mittee’”; was member of “Kadi-
mah’ and a delegate to the Zion-
ist convention.

Active for  thirty-five years m
Anshe Sholom, were he was presi-
dent for several terms.

Mrs. Farber is active™in the
Ladies’ Auxiliary of ‘the congrega-

tion, Beth Medrash IL’Torah,
“Malbush  Arumim”, “Lechem
Loreavim”’, “Hadassah’, etec.

Their children: Bluma, married
to Oscar Tobias (LaCrosse, Wis.) ;
Abraham  Jacob, dentist, married
Daisy Barnett; Morris N., grad-
uate of Wisconsin University, di-
rector of city playgrounds, mar-
ried Mollie Rosenfeld; Dave, busi-
ness man, married Gladys Siegel;

.« Saul, studies law at Northwestern
(goes to synagogue every Satur-
day); Nate and Eddie, business
men.
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Harry Morris
Son of deeply religous parents,
Jacob Samuel and Chaia Ethel, of

Mariumpol. Came to America as
a boy and achieved great success
in business through his honesty
and ability. June 15, 1905, at
Chicago, he married Taube Fannie
Gordon, daughter of Zemach and
Miriam Gordon, Kovno, Lithuania.
ania.

Even as a very young man he
participated in social and com-
munal affairs. He was active in
the Hebrew Speaking Society;
charter member of Hebrew In-
stitute (now J. P. I.—Jewish
Peoples Institute); Trustee of
“Agudath  Bochurim Lohmday
Hatalmud” (Society of Youth
Students of Talmud) as long as
thirty-six years ago; honorary
president of Anshe Sholom Con-
gregation; ex-president of
“Agudath Hakehiloth”; ex-direc-
tor of the Hebrew Theological Col-
lege; original member and founder
of Anshe Mizrach Synagogue, 627
Gary Pl.; member of Masonic Or-
der and B’nai B’rith; contributor
to national and local charities.

His wife, Mrs, Morris, also took
part in these social activities, serv-
ing as first president of Anshe
Sholom Ladies’ Auxiliary, and
interested in all Jewish affairs.

Their children: Jacob Stanley,
lawyer, graduate of U. of C.;
member of “COIF,” Sara Roselle,
married to Charles Kenis,
Chicago merchant, member of
“S. A. M.” fraternity of Illinois

Irwin Wolfe, student at North-
western University of Chicago;
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Chaye Ethel, student. The chil-
dren attended the Hebrew schools
of Anshe Sholom Congregation
and Kehilath Jacob, and are im-
bued with thoroughly Jewish

consciousness.
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Abraham Herzl Horwich

Born at Voronovo, (Wilno)
Russia. Reared by great-grand-
father, Yosie Dlugi, elder of the
Jewish community, with whom his
parents and grand-parents had
boarded. Yosie kept a special
tutor for his great-grandchildren.
At nine years of age, Abraham
Herzl was learned in the Bible.
Upon the death of his mother,
Rachel, Yosie and his wife went
to the Holy Land and Abraham
Herzl was sent by his father to
Skidel, (Grodno) to become a stu-
dent of the Rabbi (son-in-law of
the author of ‘“Oroch Hashulchan”
and maternal grandson of the
“Natziv.” At confirmation (Bar
Mitzvo) he returned home, studiec
among the graduates and secretly
pursued secular education. On
this account, his father sent him
to the Olkiniker Theological
school, where not even a news-
paper was admitted. Thereupon
he wrote to his uncle, B. Horwich,
of Chicago, obtained $10 a month
from him, and went to Kovno,
where he enrolled at the new Beth
Medresh, where “Rav Zoyier”
studied.

In 1899 he married Frieda, the
daughter of Hirsch Wagoshin, of

Yanovo, (Kovno), settled in
Voronovo, traded in lumber,
founded ‘“Nes Zionoh” and their

home became a centre of learning.
After the Kishinev massacre in
1906, they came to Chicago with
their children, Rachel and Zeviah.
His restaurant soon became a
salon of the intelligentsia (Dr.
Shmarya Levin’s banquet was held
there). During the depression
of 1907, he worked for his uncle
Henoch, and later, quite success-
fully, for the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company. At the end
of 1913, he ovened the Blue
Island Savings Bank with the as-
sistance of his uncle, B. Horwich.
Since 1917, he has been connected
with the New York Life Insurance
Company.

He is active in Anshe Sholom
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Congregation, secretary of -the
Board of Education of the Hebrew
School and Kehillah and member
of the Board of the Hebrew Theo-
logical College. Since 1924, he
has done much to assemble the
history of Anshe Sholom Congre-
gation.

Mrs. Horwich is also active so-
cially. Their children: Rachel
(Mrs. Daniel Friedman); Zeviah
(Mrs. Efraim Koren) and Bassia,
high school teacher, were all
réared according to Jewish cus-
tom.
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HYMAN SHANOK
Born at Chiecago, Illinois, April

19, 1906. Son of Louis Shanok
and the late Annie Shanok (nee
Epstein). Grandson of the late
Charles Epstein, Etta D. Epstein,
Rabbi Isaac Shanok and Esther
Shanok. Received Hebrew and
Jewish education under tutelage

of grandfathers and also by pri-
vate instruction. Was graduated
from Foster Public School and
Harrison Technical High School.
Attended Crane Junior College.
Received Bachelor of Laws Degree
from The John Marshall Law
School in 1926 and Master of
Laws Degree from Loyola Uni-
versity in 1928. Was admitted to
practice law in the State of Illinois
in 1927 and has been engaged in
the general practice of law in
Ilinois since that time.

In the line of Congregational
activities he is a Director of Con-
gregation Anshe Sholom, a mem-
ber of all its standing committees
and its attorney. He is President
of the Albert E. Singer Alliance
of Anshe Sholom, which is the
young peoples affiliate of the Con-
gregation. He is a member of the
Board of Education of the Anshe
Sholom Hebrew School and is ac-
tively affiliated with many com-
munal and civie organizations in
this city.
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SAMUEL JESSER

His father, Reb Jacob, a scholar
and a God-fearing man, was an
agriculturalist in Ashick, near the
town of Seltz (Russian Poland)
where the later “Minsk Scholar”
was Rabbi. Reb Jacob was a fre-
quent visitor in the Rabbi’s house.
At the age of 7 Samuel was be-
reaved of his father. The “Minsk
Scholar” was then Rabbi in Preus-
sen, Grodno province. Seven-year
old Samuel started to study in the
Preussen Talmud Torah, and was
taken into the Rabbi’s home.

Mr. Jesser is 40 years in Amer-
ica., He underwent various trials,
but neither poverty nor riches
weakened his Judaism. Observ-
ance of the Sabbath is his pride.
To be among Jews is his great
pleasure. He has been with the
Anshe Sholom for more than 30
years and already 24 years ago he
was vice-president. He is a direc-
tor of the Federated Jewish Chari-
ties. For 22 years he has been
president of the local lodge “Brith
Abraham,” and he has been hon-
ored with gifts for his splendid
work.

His wife, Nebamoh, seconds him
in his Judaism, and they have
reared: Jacob, a dentist (Republic
House, 209 S. State St.); Joseph,
a doctor; Louis, Harry; Hannah,
married to John Greenfield, a
jeweler; Leah and Frieda, educated
and trained in Judaism.
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Morris L. Shapera

Son of Arya Leib and Beila
Shapera. Arrived in America with
his parents from Suvalk, Russia,
at the age of 3. Strictly Jewish
upbringing. Studied at Moses
Montefiore Hebrew school and the
Talmud class of the Calvarier
Synagogue, and obtained his
secular education at the local
public schools.

Married October 22, 1907, to
Fannie, daughter of the prominent
local leader, the late Samuel
Hirsch and Cherni Cohen.

Always active in Anshei Sholom
Congregation, formerly vice-presi-
dent, and now in his second term
as president. Also active in the
Kehillah, chairman of the Vaad
Hanoar, and member of all im-
portant institutions. Mrs. Shapera
is serving her 5th term as presi-
dent of the Orthodox Ladies’
League; formerly vice-president
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for several terms of the Anshei
Sholom Ladies’ Auxiliary and gen-
erally active in many organiza-
tions.

Their children: Bernice, secre-
tary of Anshei Sholom Hebrew
school since 1930, married to At-
torney Ben R. Cohen; Lillian and
Louis. All had strictly Jewish up-
bringing and studied at Anshei
Sholom Hebrew school. Bernice
and Lillian are graduates of North-
western University. Louis, a high
school student, attends Hebrew
Theological College (Beth Medrash
Latorah.)
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Sam Marshall
Son of Moses and Eve Marshall.
His father was a noted teacher at

Witebsk. As a boy, young Sam
studied at the Welizer Theological
School under his cousin, Rabbi
Israel Rashall, and later at
Witebsk under Rabbi Chaim
Kodenover, author of ‘“Torath
Chaim on Nezikin.”

In 1898, he married Miss Mollie
Gitlin, daughter of Hyman Gitlin,
of a Chassidic family of Witebsk.
In 1905, he arrived in Chicago
with his family and became a
teacher of various Hebrew sub-
jeects. His knowledge, Jewish
mode of life and his encourage-
ment of all things good, has
brought him much success in his
career. Many of his students have
attended the local theological
school “Etz Chaim”, of the Beth
Medresh I’Torah”.

Since 1910, he has been a mem-
ber of Congregation ‘“Anshe
Sholom’’, has served as its secre-
tary, and for two years (1928 and
1924) as its vice-president. He
belongs to “Beth Medresh
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I'Torah’, the Jewish Federation
of Charities, etc.

His son, Alex G. Marshall, M.D.,
of 4003 W. Madison St., Chicago,
attended the ‘“Beth Medresh
I'Torah.”
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Louis Morris

Born at Mariampol, province of
Suvalk, Russia, of strictly ortho-
dox parents, Jacob Samuel and
Chaia Ethel. In 1892, at 13 years
of age, came to an uncle in New
York City; but refusing to work
on the Sabbath, he went to Chi-
cago. Here, also, he experienced
many obstacles to his observance
of Jewish customs, but he would
not give up. As a result of his
energy and ability, he succeeded,
in attaining a respected station in
business and society.

Even as a young man, he be-
came a member of Anshe Sholom
Congregation, and active in the
Society of Youth Students of Tal-
mud. In fact, in the home estab-
lished by him and his brother,
Harry, when they brought their
mother to America, the first cele-
bration of the Talmud by the
Society was held.

In 1903, he married Hattie
Riva Gordon of Chicago. A suc-
cessful merchant, he is also active
socially. He was one of the first
members in “Kadimah”, in the B.
M. Z..(0Old Folks’ Home) school,
a charter member of the Hebrew
Institute (now the J. P. I.) He
is also active in the Hebrew Theo-
logical College, which his children
attended, and has for (fifteen
years been chairman of the Board
of Education of Anshe Sholom
congregation. Member Masonic
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Lodge and charity contributor.

Children: Evelyn, married to
Edward Lapkoff; Jacob S., a
lawyer; Harold, a scholarship stu-
dent at U. of C.; Avrom, a law
student; and Enid, an active work-
er in Hadassah.
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Albert E. Singer

Son of Cantor Morris Ely and
Reva Singer. Grandson of Rabbi
Boruch Laib of Kadan. Spent his
youth in Philadelphia, Pa., where
he was graduated from the gram-
mar and high schools and the City
College. Received Bachelor of
Laws degree from The John Mar-
shall Law School and was admitted
to practice law in the State of
Illinois. Was married to Doris
Epstein in July 1910. Was a di-
rector of Congregation Anshe
Sholom and also of the Agudas
Achim North Shore Congrega-
tion. Was a member of the Board
of Education of Anshe (Sholom
Hebrew School. Was specially
interested in advocating the build-
ing of community life around the
Synagogue. Was a member of the
Hebrew Theological College,
Jewish Charities, B’nai Brith,
Zionist Organization, Logan
Square Masonic Order and many
other worthy organizations. Died
July 2, 1930 and in his name the
Albert E. Singer Alliance of Anshe
Sholom was formed.
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Doris E. Singer

Youngest daughter of the late
Charles and Etta Dvorah Epstein
of Kovno, Moscow and Chicago.
Came to Chicago with her parents
at the age of three years. Her
father was a charter member of
Congregation Mishno Ugmore.
Was graduated from the Foster
and Smith Public School and Me-
dill High School; Received an
orthodox Jewish training at home.
Was married to Albert E. Singer
in July, 1910. He died in July,
1930. Has been an active social
worker and is especially interested
in Jewish education work and in
convalescent care for the sick and
needy. Has been President of the
Anshe Sholom Ladies Auxiliary
since 1930. Is an officer of the
Orthodox Frauen Verband. Was
co-chairman of the Vaad Ha
Chinuch Bazaar in January, 1934
at which $16,000.00 was raised for
the benefit of Chicago Talmud
Torahs. Was chairman of the
Women’s Division of Jewish Day
at the Century of Progress Ex-
position in 1934. Has been Presi-
dent of the Rose Epstein Katzof
Aid of Rest Haven Convalescent
Home since 1928. Member of the
Board of Education of Anshe
Sholom Hebrew School. Member
of Hadassah, Hebrew Theological
College, Students Aid, Consump-
tive Aid Society, Douglas Day and
Night Nursery and many other
organizations.
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DAVID E. GORDON

Forty-one years ago he came to
Chicago from Yanaveh, Kovna
Province. He held several posi-
tions, and everywhere he was liked
for his talents and his reliability.
In 1899 he married Hannah Fox,
sister of William, owner of the
North Western Hat Manufactur-
ing Co. Since 1904 he has been
working in men’s caps. He is
owner of “D. E. Gordon Cap
Manufacturing” (713 Roosevelt
Road) in Chicago.

He has always observed the Sab-
bath, and has been prominent in
all Jewish organizations to which
he belongs. For the past 7 years
he has been an active member of
Anshe Sholom. treasurer of the
Talmud-Torah, and of the Loan
Society. Occupied all day with his
business, in the evening he makes
loans to the needy and, he says,
it is a holiday for him.

His son, Dr. M. S. Gordon, a
dentist (3461) Roosevelt Road)
married Beatrice Barnett, daugh-
ter of the district attorney of Ke-
nosha, Wisconsin; George A. Gor-
don, a lawyer, (127 North Dear-
born St.) married Ray Sheer; his
daughter, Dora, is married to Sol
Glazier, a mechanical dentist; and
Raymond works in his business.
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Family Memories

Meyer S. Weiner

Son of Ber and Hannah. Born
1894, at Zoger, Lithuania. Ar-
rived in United States 1905. Mar-
ried Esther Abramovsky, of St.
Paul, Minn., in Chicago 1925. Two
children, Aaron and Hellman.
Reared from infancy in thorough-
ly traditional environment.

Arrived in United States 11
years old, attended public school
and at the same time theological
school “Etz Chaim’, the present
preparatory school of the Beth
Medresh I’Torah. Entering busi.
ness (now hat knitting), the prin-
ciple of Sabbath Observance is
strictly maintained, as well as all
matters pertaining to Judaism.
The children are brought up in
the same manner,—to gain a gen-
eral education and at the same
time to observe all Jewish customs,

Member of Congregation Anshe
Sholom, of the first founder of
“Adath B’nai Israel”, its financial
secretary for fifteen years, mem-
ber of Board of Directors of “Beth
Medresh 1'Torah”, member of
Mizrachi, and contributor to all
national and local charities and
institutions.

Memorial day of father, 4th day
of Shevat; of mother, 15th day of
Tamuz.,
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Morris Karasik

Son of Pinchas and Leah. Born
October 15th, in Homlia, Russia.
Arrived in United States 1906.
Married in Chicago, March 15th,
1914, to Sarah Goldin. Two chil-
dren: Sidney, born March 21st,
1915, and Evelyn, born May 29th,
1918. Sidney was confirmed (Bar
Mitzvo) at Anshe Sholom Syna-
gogue March 21st, 1928. Member

of Anshe Sholom Congregation
and contributor to all important
institutions. ' Wholesale grocer.
Memorial day of mother, 11th day
of Teveth.

Abraham and Bessie Tosman

Married at Novozibkov, Russia.
Arrived in United States 1912.
Children: Celia, Annie, Hyman,
Hazel and Rebeccah, are married.
Member of Congregation Anshe
Sholom, Consolidated Iodge, etc.
Memorial Day of father, Issacchar,
2nd day of Tamuz; of mother,
Rebeccah, 12th day of Ellul.
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Hyman L. Serlin

Son of Shrage and Libba. Born
1874, at Yalovka, province of
Grodno, Russia. Married Alte
Puch of Bialostok, 1893.

Children: Ashar, married Dec.
~ 31, 1932; Samuel, graduated 1918;
Nissan, married Jan. 6, 1933;
Annie, graduated 1926, married
Nov. 26; 1930 to Dr. Max Unger,
dentist, and gave birth to a son,
Martin, June 26, 1932; Ethel,
graduated 1929.

Member and former director of
Anshe Sholom Congregation. Ac-
tive in Yalovka Society, etc.

Iron and Metal dealer.

Memorial day of daughter, Mol-
lie Forman, 2nd day of Rosh
Hashonah; of father, 2nd day of
Cheshvan; of mother, 2nd day of
Tamuz; of father-in-law, Ashar,
22nd day of Shevat; and of
mother-in-law, Pessie, 27th day of
Shevat.

Albert: Margowsky

Son of Berel and Scheine Leah.
Born May 25, 1893 in Mariampol,
Lithuania. Came to America in
1911. Served with the American
forces in the World War, return-
ing uninjured October 26, 1919
and offering thanksgiving for his
safe return on Sabbath Shuva of
that year in the Anshei Sholom
Synagogue at Homan and Douglas
Avenues.

Married December 30, 1923 to
Celia Manch, of Chicago. They
have two children, Howard and
Jeanette.

Member of Anshei Sholom Con-
gregation, American Legion, Mari-
ampoler Aid Society.

Dealer in automobile tires.

Memory day for father, 4th day
of Ellul and for mother, 8th day
of Tebeth.

Louis J. Kramer, D.D.S.

Son of well-known scholar
Michel (deceased 8 Shvatt, 1913)
and Beile (Surkis) born 1895 in
Berthometha, S. Bucowina Austria.
Teacher while home and Lucowitz
a neighboring town. Entered with
a sister, U. S., July 18, 1911, work-
ing way through high school and
college, graduated 1919 as doctor
of dentist  surgery. Active in
various organizations, like Adas
B’nei Israel, Odd Fellows, Ramoh
Lodge of B’nei Brith, Anshe
Sholem congregation..

Mother and family of two broth-
ers and two sisters came to Amer-
ica 1918, living in Chicago.

Married Nettie, daughter of
Rabbi R. A. Lipman, May 31,
1925. Graduate of Northwestern
University, Hebrew scholar and
linguist. In active practice of
dentistry at 3728 Douglas Blvd.
and 1719 Pittsfield Building, Chi-
cago, Illinois.

Sam Gorenstein

Born in Russia, May 15, 1885.
Wife, Fannie, born in Russia,
January 1, 1885. Married, Sept.
5, 1905. Arrived in United States
1906. Sons, Al and Max, were
confirmed (Bar Mitzvo) at the
Anshe Sholom Synagogue. Daugh-
ter, Lee, is a high school graduate
and enjoyed eight grades of
Jewish education.

For the past eighteen years a
member of Congregation Anshe
Sholom, at present Trustee and
member of the Board of Directors.
Memorial day of father, Mor-
dechai, first day of Shevat; of
mother, Mindel, 24th day of Nis-
san; of father-in-law, Abraham,
5th day of Chanukah; of mother-
in-law, Gittle, 2nd day of Chesh-
van.
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S. M. WEINSTEIN

Son, of Bernard and Eda; born
in Chicago, 1892, His parents came
from Vilna, Lithuania (now Po-
land). His father, Bernard Wein-
stein, was an acknowleged Jeweler
and took an active interest in
Jewish affairs. Young Samuel
was raised and imbibed with the
same spirit.

He is a very adept and compe-
tent jeweler (5 E. Washington
St.) and his clientele consists of
many Society matrons. He speaks
Jewish fluently and is interested
in Jewish problems.

'On September 11, 1924 he mar-
. ried Hattie Timberg, daughter of
Israel and Mary Timberg of the
theatrical profession. They have
two children: Bernard, 11 years;
Joseph 7 years.

Mr. Weinstein is a member in
good standing of the Anshe Sho-

lom and a supporter of welfare
institutions.
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JOSEPH WEIL
Born 1864 in Lipnishok, Vilna,

Lithuania )now Poland). His
father, Abraham Gershon studied
constantly while his mother, Han-
na-Beila conducted their business
affairs. Their home was a welcome
haven for traveling Rabbis.

Mr. Weil says that the great
Rabbi Israel Mayer of Radin stu-
died at their home for six months,
writing his book of ethics, Chofletz
Chaim, which is acknowledged as a
landmark in Hebrew literature.

Joseph Weil as a youngster,
studied in company with the pre-
sently known Rabbi, Raphael
Barishansky. At the age of twelve,
Joseph went to study at the “Ye-
shiva’’ of Vashiliscick ; later he
went to ‘“Ramailes Yeshiva in
Vilna.

At fifteen he studied at the Ye-
shiva in Radin, where the great
savant, Rabbi Israel Mayer (Cho-
fetz Chaim) lectured.

At twenty he married Reisel
daughter of Abraham and Deborah
Berkman, a prominent family in
Oshmina, Vilna. In 1899 he mig-
rated to America. In 1892 he
brought his wife and two children,
Harry and Jacob, over to these
shores. Here were born Sam and
Fanny.
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Harry married Dora Shapiro, a
daughter of the late known David
Shapiro. She bore him two chil-
dren, Marcus and Fanny. Fanny is
a graduate of Northwestern Uni-
versity. Marcus was married this
past year in New York.

Jacob married Sophia Goltz, of
Chicago. They have two children,
Eleanor and Norman. Eleanor is
married to Bernard Gordon, son of
Dr. Gordon and grandchild of the
famous ‘“Mohel” Gordon of Chi-
cago. Eleanor gave birth to a son,
Jimmy. Sam married Pearl Kruger,
a descendant of the great Rabbi
Akiva Yiger. They have two sons,
Julian and Richard and a daugh-
ter, Doris.

Fanny is married to Hyman
Miller. They have two sons, Ger-
shon and Beryl. Fanny Miller is
very active in Hadassah, and
Sisterhood of Anshe Emet Cong.,
and in other organizations. Joseph
Weil was active in merging the
Maryampoler with the Calvarier
into one congregation, the present
Anshe Sholom. When he was their
president, they built their center
at Dauglas Blvd. and Homan Ave.
and hey started to build the big
Synagogue at Inependence and
Polk Street. He was the first
president of the United Orthodox
Synagogues in Chicago. "When
the late Nahum Sokolow, the
Jewish national leader, was here,
Mr. Weil presented him with a
check for $35,000 created by the
Chicago Orthodox Synagogues.
Joseph Weil was a member of the
board of Hebrew Theological Col-
lege; Marx Nathan Orphan Home;
an influential member of the North
Shore Synagogue, of the Anshe
Emet ; and participated in other
communal affairs; National Direc-
tor of the Zion Orphanage in Jeru-
salem; and the founder of Oshmin-
er Verein in Chicago, which sends
$1,000 yearly since 1927, and this
vear $750 to the following institu-
tionss in Oshmino: “Gemiluth Cha-
sodim”, “Yeshiva”, Orphan Home,
Hebrew School “Yavnah’, Linath
Hatzedek”, Jewish People’s School
and “Moes Chitim”’,

The directorate of Oghmino
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wrote him that in expression of
appreciation they have hung his
picture in the building of the
Free Loan Association which last
year made 922 loans to the needy
Jewry of Oshmino. They have
elected him as honorary member.
He receives many letters of appee-
ciation from institutions and in-
dividuals in Palestine.

His son, Sam, is in_the paper
business with him as Joseph Weil
and Sons Paper Co.

JULIUS ANIXTER

Son of Isaac and Fannie, Grand
son ‘of the renowned Rabbi Lazier
Anixter. Born October 25, 1885
in iIChicago. Studied in Hebrew
and in the schools.

He married Zelda Rogoff, daugh-
ter of Abraham and Jennie, on
the seventh day of August, 1918.

They had two children, Allen
Burt, born July 25, 1920. His
Bar Mitzvah, a memorable occas-
sion, was celebrated =2t Anshe
Sholom. Their second son William,
was born December 24, 1923.

The children pursue diligently
a cultured education, Hebrew
Lore and music; and have been
reared in a Jewish atmosphere.

Mr. Anixter is a member in
good standing in the Anshe Sho-
lom Congregation, in the B’nai
Brith, in the Elks; and is a good
adherent of worthy institutions.

Mrs. Zelda Anixter is active in
the “Jewish Big Sisters” organi-
zation and is a conscientious wor-
ker and contributor in many other
worth while institutions.

Her mother, Jennie, is kept in
highest respect by them in their
comfortable home, where a tra-
ditional Mezuza greets you at the
entrance.

Anshe Sholom

NS qYIMMBPR 1ID YINAY W N
DN TN RS NS YISV 0N
YDILINT I1¥ MIRNST 992 vSvvYs
DOR T53 11 BDREVIINN PR LITN
S3MPOVIN 1ID 112 Sy iR
LONARY PAR 1ID TN Y nIpNa

CRE DR QYN DM N ,QYD 1
SIYOND DD BDIRNIND NDBTS
WwEME DIRD T S AYDRWTT,,
JTIRBOND

apuppus b

SPUNMR LMD NN PANY N
“DPYIN MYIOR T 29 IDDINNND 11D
SVINUPN 1924 DyT fnayy v
DR DTIDYYI NINPW 1R 1885
8790 R ODIN DSpD 1T

9P bxe 1918 LOINN BT oY
112 PHIND ANINT YI5UT NI
DNT 1IN RINDW P 1IN DN
SWATOANAN WITID YN PR B
A920 s 1925 ay e
=2 BYNNIBEYS TR TSN DIyn
DM DM SAr DISE WIN IR OTINN
SVINYSYT 19724 DY 1IN TYN
TINNYE aMayy o va pn 1923
SUNOE I HPNY 9y

PSR DDNOE 1TIBE TP '
IR DRSS PR a5 pImn
TP IR EISIYT 1 IR LD
Lo

“IPMDRCDIY R DR WHDPUIN L
2P DS IR DR TSI P
PR IR 7DPoY,, 1IN ,7mna 13a, PR
POR AN TYIMDYND PRYIN 1IN
JJDSNRBBIR PEITIR PPN

P'ROIPHDR DN VISP M P
SUNIAN 7Dayhod 1o e, 1
YDIIMDDINNRD R DR NN OYNY
TUTIR YON DR MDD DR YD
AP PR LIDORDEIR PPN I
PRI DNIN M OIDSNT U
RN DNTY LPT pIme Sy
JINITMIR QN3 m



Mr. & Mrs. SAMUEL A. BROIDA

Son of Jacob and Anna Broida:
Born August 1st, 1887, in the
town of Eisheshok, State of Vilno
Poland.Received his early Hebrew
training in the Yeshiva of Radin
under the guidance of the great
Rabbi Israel Mayer, known as the
Chofetz Chaim, and in the Yeshiva
of Novarodok under the guidance
of Rabbi Yaizel. He came to the
United states in 1905 and joined
the old Rabbi Isaac Elchnon Theo-
logical Seminary of New York, In
1908, at the age of 21 he was or-
dained as Rabbi. However instead
of following the Rabbinical pro-
fession he went into business the
very same year in the city of St.
Louis.

In 1910 he married Ida-Leah-
Debora Oscherowitz, daughter of
the well known philanthropist Isaak
and Shifra Oscherowitz of Cincin-
nati, Ohio.

He was one of the founders of
the Mizrachi organization of Ame-
rica and was for a number of
yvears its treasurer. He was also
the founder and president of the
Achooza No. 2 Palestine Land and
Development Company and is one
of the founders and also president
ifior a number of years of the Vaad
Ho’er of St. Louis.

Since 1926 he is residing in
Chicago. He was president of the
Mizrachi Council of Chicago. He
is now an active supporter and a
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Director of the Hebrew Theolo-
gical College and also a supporter
of the Kehillah of Chicago being
Chairman of the Educational Dept.
of the Kehilla, a member of the
Congregation Hagro Anshe Vilno,
and the Chevra Mishna Gemorah,
and a number of other charitable
and philantropic orgonizations.

The children of Mr, and Mrs.
Samuel A. Broida are:

Elsa Gladys (now Mrs. Rich-
man), a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Chicago with a Bachelor of
Philosophy Degree; Sarah Mildred
(now Mrs. Mann) a graduate of
the University of Chicago; An-
nette, a graduate of Lewis Insti-
tute; Arthur Lionel, formerly a
student of the Hebrew Theological
College; Shifra Ruth and Ellen
Edora.
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JACOB COHEN
Son of Baruch and Haseye-etta,
Grandchild of Rabbi Jacob Slutz-
ky, Litvinov Rabbi. Born 1183 in
Reyegorod, Poland. at the age of
ten he came with his parents to
America. He pursued a general

education and learned Hebrew
Lore from his father.

Mr. Cohen married in 1904 and
had two sons and one daughter:
His son Bermard, born in October,
1905, graduated High School and
college. His daughter, Ruth, born
in March, 1908 graduated High
School and College; married Abe
Brottman in 1930, owner of a
theatre in Rock Island. His son,
Samuel, was born December 29,
1931. Mr. Cohen’s second son,
Winfield was born in February,
1910; graduated High School and
College; he ig with his brother in
his father’s well known furniture
store: “Cohen Brothers Furniture
Company”’.

Mr. Jacob Cohen is a member
in good standing of the Anshe
Sholom. He is @ Mason and is a
contributor to many worthy causes
in the United States and abroad,

The thirteenth day of the Month
“Yir” is his father’s “Yahrzeit”.
In the eve of ‘“Shushan-Purim” is
his mother’s “Yahrzeit”.
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HARRIS KRAMER
Nahtan-Tevyah

and
Born (1872) in Gir-
tigola, Kovno, Lithuania. Studied
in various Hebrew schools and

Son of
Chaya-Gitel.

Theological Seminaries. At the
age of 18, he married Etta
Menuchah, daughter of Itzchok
Yehudah and Sheine Hork from
Girtigola, and the same year, 4th
of July, they came to (Chicago.
During all these years they lead
a Jewish traditional family life,
and observed all the Jewish cus-
toms as in the old country. He is
one of the first members of the B.
M. Z. (Home lfor the Aged) ; a
member of Anshe Sholom for more
than 30 years; a -contributor to
the Hebrew Theological College,
and other important institutions.
His daugher, Ida, born June 9,
1893, married (Dec. 28, 1913)
Charles Liberfarb. She gave birth
(Oct. 30, 1914) to a son Irving
Nathamel who became Bar-Mitz-
vah Sept. 2, 1927; and a daughter
Rhoda was born Dee. 24, 1916.
Mr. Kramer’s son Jacob (born
April 21, 1895), is engaged with
his father in grocery business.
Jennie (born March 28, 1900),
married David Smith (April 26th,
1919), and gave birth to two
daughters : Eileen (March b5th,
1920) and Blossom (June 5th,
1925). 'The daughter, Tillie, an
observer of Sabath, was born July
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5th, 1903, and married Louis
Jacobs, November 17, 1935. The
children and grand-children are
educated in Yiddish and English.

Mr. Kramer has Yahrzeit after
his father 22nd of Tamus, and
after his mother, the 4th of Chal-
hamoed Pesach.

Thursday evening, the 9th of
Kislev (1928) Mrs. Kramer died,
and her Yahrzeit is observed the
10h of Kislev.
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WILLIAM VERBIN

Son of Zakaria and Annie-
Malke. Born 1890 in Orly, near
Bialostok, Poland. In 1909 he
came to America and in February
1915, he married Hinda Gotlieb,
the daughter of Joseph and Haya-
Tzivya of Chicago.

The tenth of November, 1916
was born their first son Joseph;
studied accounting at college.
Tenth of April, 1921, was born
their second son, Zakaria.

William Verbin is a member of
the Congregation Anshe Sholom
and other worthy institutions,
where he is a liberal supporter.

The first day of Sivon ig the
Yahrzeit of Mrs. Verbin’s father;
and the tenth of Tamus is the
Yahrzeit of her mother.

The 19th of Kislov is the Yahr-
zeit of Mr. Verbin’s father; 22nd
day of “Yeer” is the Yahrzeit of
his mother.
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ABRAHAM AND ETHEL COHEN
Omaha, Nebraska)

Born the second day of Pass-
over 1868, in Lazdey, district of
Suvalk, Lithuania. Son of Aaron
and Chaye Cohen. Reared in a re-
ligious atmosphere. Came to Ame-
rica in 1876. His wife Ethel is
the daughter of Hirsh Krasny of
Belsk, district of Grodno.

Mr. Cohen is one of the Jewish
pioneers of Omaha. His firm, the
“Omaha Paper Stock Co.” has a
reputation for its honesty. He is
one of the first founders of the
Anshe Sholom (its president for
3 terms), of the Community Center
and Talmud Torah. Mr. Cohen
helped in the building of the Con-
gregation Bnei Israel, where he
was president for two years —
1932-1934. He visited Palestine
twice. Member of the Mizrachi ;
Bnai Brith; Oddfellows and many
others ; A great contributor for
local and national institutions ;
the National Fund, and others.

In the same spirit were reared
his children : Hyman, married to
Bertha, Marion and Richard their
children; Anna; Rose, married to
Charles, their children are: Mar-
cus, Alvin and Morton and Earl;
Samuel (deceased) married Sarah,
their son Edward (became Bar-
Mitzvah the 15th of Ador, 1933);
Beatrice, married to William Pol-
ock, their children are: Phyllis and
Joseph; Max, Edna and George.
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Zionist Organization of Chicago

(First in America, Organized in 1895)

NRINDYD 1N PISNTUNRION JUndians

The First Pioneers

The erstwhile emigrees of the
80s and 90s in the foregoing cen-
tury, as Rabbi Eliezer Anixted,
Rabbi Alperstam, B. Blumenthal,
Judas Blidden, P. Berenson, Rabbi
A. S. Braude, Dr. Jacob Garten-
stein, M. Ph. Ginsburg, S. Gins-
burg, B. Horwich, David Horwich,
Harris Horwich, H. S. Wolf, H.
Welk, Perez Wernick, Leon Zolot-
koff, I. N. Zolin, Nahtanson, Can,
tor Moses Newman, I. Sobel, H.
Sider, M- Sider, D. Eliasheff, H.
Paradeis, L. Pargess, Rabbiner B.
Felsenthal, Dr. A. P. Kadison, W.
Kaplan, I. Kaplan, H. Rosenfeld,
W. Rivkin, I. Enellow, Ellias Ep-
stein, I. Rosenberg, Dr. J. D. Seil,
in, Wolf Shur, Aron Snedersky,
ete., arrived here in their youth or
at an early middle age. From their
very childhood they were imbibed
with Jewish Lore and wth that sort
of Jewish emotion and feelingness
which the established Jewish atmo-
sphere of the old homeland has giv.
en them. Amongst them were ec-
clesiastic Rabbis and the tradition.
al Jewish elite ) Maskileem (. A few
of them incurred rabbis positions,
others eased into Hebrew teaching.

Here and there these men at-
tempted at seeding the kernels of

Zion Org.
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Jewish Renaissance wherever it
was only admissible.

While they were yet solitary
and friendless, each of them funec-
tioned singly in culture-pioneer-
ing. Thereafter, having orientated
themselves and having discovered
that Chicago held many of their
equal, and of their sort, they be-
gan to get together and, in this
roundabout way, they organized,
between the years of 1887 to
1893, the Hebrew Societies “Seek-
ers of Hebrw Literature” and
“The Pure Tongue’ which were
afterward merged into the ‘Sho-
chrei Sefas Eiver Society” or Ex-
plorers of the Hebrew tongue.

At the beginning the work of this
type was mot yet impregnated with
the stigma of Zionism.

In 1895, when the first Zionist
society was founded by some of
them with B, Horwich at the head,
it was only within the bounds
of the ‘““Chovvei Zion” ideology,
(according the “Odessan Palestine
Committee” program), to gather
funds through the medium of pre-
atonment day plate in synagogues
ete. fior sustaining the New settle-
ment in Eretz Israel.

When Dr. Herzl. made: public
his plan of political Zionism and
the first Congress was called to-
gether (in August 1897, in Basel,
Switzerland), the Chicago delegate
Leon Zolotkoff] who trailed there
was not a representative of the
said Chicago Zion Socity but as
of Chicago at large.

Leon Zolotkoff, returning from
the first Zionist Congress dedicted
his energies to advocate Zionism
in America with the faithful co-

Zion Org.
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operation of Rabbi A. S. Braude,
Dr. I. Gartenstein, Joshua Gins-
burg, B. Horwich, David and
Harris Horwich, H. S. Wolf, M.
Sider, Elias Epstein, L. Pargess,
L. Wolpe and others.

A Fashionable Name

In those days of Jewish mass-
immigration into America, the
fraternal orders, organized mainly
for oversea assistance, were in
high bloom. Into this pattern was
also organized the first Zionist or-
ganized the first Organization in
America the Xnights of Zion
of Chicago.

The first grandmaster of the
“Knights of Zion of Chicagos” was
B. Horwich, grand secretary, Leon
Zolotkoff'; treasurer, Elias Ep-
stein; field instructor and active
workers: H. Horwich, D. Horwich,
E. Weinshenker, H. L. Meites, G.
Sultan, M. Sider, Nathan D.
Kaplan, Bertha and Emily
Jerusalimsky, Tobias Weinshen_
ker, Ida Raskow, Mrs. Ben-
jamin Davis, etec. The Knights
of Zion extended major activities
over ten middle-western states in
the country through her one-hund-
red sub-lodges. It fostered na-
tional culture work among the
Jewish populace and, obviously
with a definite Zionist basis.

‘“‘Kadimah’’ and Hebrew
Institute

From amongst her sub-lodges,
then surnamed “gates” the juvenile
group “Kodimah” occupied the
place of prominence in the cultural
work of the order Her most active
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members were: Louis Herzfield,
president, B. L. Sloan, secretary;
M. Augustus, L.Goldenson, L-Gins_
burg, I. Ginsburg, W. Hudkins, Dr.
B. I. Wolpert, H. Morris L. Morris,
H. L. Meites, B. N. Platt, S. P.
Platt, L. R. Cohen, I. Katzoff, Max
Shulman, etc. As early as 1898,
the “Kodimah” already had its own
clubrooms (at 18 S. Newberry St.)
while the orders headquarters were
at the premises of “Shoherei Sefas
Eiver,” The “Kodimah” was the
first group to introduce Friday
evening lectures on Jewish topics
to the foreign born Jews and she
was also founder of the Hebrew
Institute, (the present J. P. I.).
The leaders of the “Knights of
Zion” determined to organize the
Hebrew Institute as the center of
all Jewish activities in Chicago, as
insufficient room agcomodation was
afforded at the “Shohorei Sefas
Eiver.”

Under leadership of D. P. Pol-
lack, the order had also formed a
Jewish musicbhand (orchestra)
which played old-Jewish melodies.

This met with extraordinary
pleasing approval on the part of
those who were longing for the
wailing-plaint of the fiddle strings
exposed at Jewish merrymaking
occasions.

“Volunteers of Zion”

Admiration was also elicited
on the part of the Jewish mass to-
ward the army of the order, the
decorative uniforms upon the pri-
vates and their officers who were
strutting in unison with uplifted
and erect backs like unto the ce-
dars of the Lebanon. This group
functioned as the “volunteers of
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partment also contacts the other
social service agencies in the com-
munity necessary to help with the
household or other needs of the
patient.

In the clinical drug department,
patients may have their prescrip-
tions filled at the lowest costs or
viithout charge. This is equally
true of laboratory or X-ray ser-
vice, of the fitting of eye-glasses
or earphones, etc.

HOSPITAL PATIENTS

The hospital wards are divided
by corridors. A nurse’s sbation is
at the center, where signals are
received from patients requiring
attention,.which is instantly given.

In addition to the convenient
roof garden, there are several so-
cial rooms, where convalescent
patients may spend their time in
entertainment and the like.

There is a special department
for children patients. For such as
may freely move about, there is
a toy-room, where they can enjoy
themselves until such time as they
may leave the hospital.

The case history of each pa-
tient is kept permanently in the
institution’s archives.

CONFINEMENTS, INFANTS
AND CIRCUMCISIONS

The Lying-in wards include 44
beds. The new-born infants are
attended by nurses specializing in
care of infants. There are baby
incubators for such births as re-
quire special attention.

In this department there is a
special room with large windows
facing Douglas Park. Mothers,
who can move about, meet here
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and spend their time together or
alone in this ornamental hall.

An expectant mother who
wishes to be treated at Mount Si-
nai Hospital, registers there and
until the time of her confinement
visits the hospital monthly, where
she is given an examination and
instructions.

For 18 months after birth,
mother and child are under the
supervision ©of the hospital. She
visits the hospital monthly for
medical examination.

When there is a circumecision
operation at the hospital, it is a
gay Jewish occasion.

THE KITCHEN AND ITS
MANAGEMENT

The kitchen is under the con-
stant supervision of graduate die-
ticians. Meals are prepared for
patients according to the definite
diet prescribed by the physicion’s
ovder.

Two kitchens, kept distinetly
apart, one meat, the other dairy,
are conducted under the direction
of a special supervisor and even
non-Jews may eat their dishes, on-
ly in the Kosher fashion.

All other service departments
like the laundry, the linen-supply,
the heating and lighting plants
are alike under the supervision of
specialists. There are shops where
repairs of supplies are made. The
budget required to run the whole,
runs of course into tens of thou-
sands of dollars. The administra-
tion sees to it that all is judicious-
ly spent and accounted for.
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THE HISTORY OF THE HOS-
PITAL

The movement to establish a
Kosher Hospital began about 30
yvears ago on the West Side. The
district was then the one point
of concentration in the city of
100,000 Eastern Jews.

A group of workers was formed
known as the “Maimonides Kosher
Hospital Committee.” Little is
known of the plans or achieve-
ments of this Committee. A re-
port is extant of the Old People’s
Home (made January 10, 1909,
by Mrs. Benjamin Davis, Secre-
tary), that in November, 1918, this
institution received a communica-
tion from the Maimonides Kosher
Hospital Committee, and that a
special Directors’ meeting, a com-
mittee of three, were appointed
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to inform th Maimonides Kosher
Hospital that there were then le-
gal and financial obstacles to a
program which would permit the
Old People’s Home to relinguish
a portion of its property to the
establishment of another institu-
ion,

On the 10th of January, 1910,
a mass meeting was held in the
Jewish People’s Playhouse (Roo-
sevelt Road and Blue Island Ave-
nue) at the call of the Hospital
Association, of which Judge Har-
ry M| Fisher was then president.
A movement was started to in-
augurate entertainments and the
like to create funds for the pro-
posed hospital. That the move-
ment was one of great prestige
may be gathered from the action
of the directors of the Old Peo-
ple’s Home, who postponed their
own fund-raising campaign until
the Hospital movement had
achieved its purpose.

It was not easy, however, to
attain this end. There were in-
seperable difficulties.

The 3rd of December, 1911, in
the Hebrew Institute at Taylor
and Lytle Streets, a convention
was held of delegates of Jewish
organizations and orthodox syna-
gogues, and after a great deal of
effort the first important step was
taken and the lot where the Mount
Sinai Hospital now stands was
purchased.

The building went rapidly for-
ward beginning on the 22nd of
June, 1912, the Maimonides Hos-
pital was opened with Dr. B, H.
Breakstone as chief of the med-
ical staff and David Fine, as Sup-
erintendent.

The first officers and directors
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were: Isaac Lurye, president; Sam
Jacob Rosenblatt and Max M.
Korshak, vice-presidents; Mor-
ris Joseph, treasurer; Meyer Link-
er, secretary and Dr. B. H. Break-
stone, Rabbi N. Budzinsky, Rabbi
A. I. Kordon, Judge Harry M.
Fisher, Dr. H. A. Frankel, Adolph
Goldberg, Dr. R. L. Halperin, B.
Horwich, Philip Klafter, Harry A.
Lipski, S. Miller, Judge Hugo Pam,
Col. Edwin Romberg, Na:han Ro-
senzweig, A. J. Sabath, Judge
Joseph Sabath, Louis Zamkowitz,
Rabbi Saul Silber, William R.
Singer and A. I. Winetz, directors.

“The Federated Orthodox Jew-
ish Charities’” accepted responsi-
bility for the budget at the time,
but regretted its action 8 months
later. The growing deficit was a
burden it was unable to carry
along,

There were internal troubles,
besides. The directors having in-
vited a rew superintendent, Dr.
H. J. Moss from the New York
Mount Sinai Hospital, the old med-
ical staff resigned. A new staff
with Dr. H M. Richter as head
was then formed.

President Lurie became ill and
the administration passed into the
hands of Mr. Rosenblatt. He tried
his luck once more with the Fed-
erated to aid him in his troubles.
Thanks to the efforts of Judge
Harry M. Fisher and Minie F.
Low and according to the recom-
mendation of a committee that
had James Davis at its chairman,
the Federated agreed to accept
the responsibility for the Hospital
for one year, on condition that
the officers and directors resign
and new ones be appointed under
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the direction of the Federated.

Mr. Rosenblatt alone survived in
this wholesale resignation. Such
was the pleasure of Julius Rosen-
wald. November 1, 1913, a new
“administration was formed with
Charles Shaffner, president; Lee
J. Lesser, vice-president; H. M.
Harrison, treasurer; Mrs. Julius
Stone, secretary, and Barnett Fa-
roll, Miriam Kalinsky, David Kolb,
Morris Kurtzon, Paul Lackritz,
Julius Quasser, Mrs. Edwin Rom_
berg and S. J. Rosenblatt, direc-
tors.

With the aid of Federated there
began an active campaign to cre-
ate funds for the hospital, but the
public was not responsive. The
Federated again declined all re-
sponsibility and the hospital clos-
ed its doors.

S. J. Rosenblatt and M. Kurt-
zon traveled far west to see Abra-
ham Slimmer. The latter living
far away in a small western town
war asked to save the sick kosher
hospital of Chicago, the second
largest city in America. The Hos-
n:ital rad already cost him about
$38,000. He, nevertheless, pro-
mised further support on condition

that the Jews of Chicago shall pay
for the hospital’s upkeep in the
future.

A hard effort was now made
to obtain the $53,000 debt of the
hospital, lest it be sold in auction.

But it was of no avail. Among
the local orthodox Jews, many of
whom were quite wealthy, there
were not to be found ten or twen-
ty persons who were ready to un-
loosen their purses and provide
the necessary funds to redeem the
one Kosher Hospital of Chicago.
The unexpected happened and
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must be recorded in ‘““Seifer Hazi-
koroin’’: The “Maimonides Hos_
pital was sold with all its equip.
ment to satisfy the creditors.

The accozion seemed a disaster
to the idealistic workers wof the
Hospital. One of them could not
endure what had taken place. He
was Morris Kurtzon, neither an
orthodox nor a reformed Jew, but
a modest young man of 43; not
a millionaire but rich in credit. He
told mo one of his purposes or
plans but purchased the hospital
himself and called it the “Mount
Sinai.” He then called a meeting
of the Directors of this ‘“sold”
hospital and informed them that
he is the owner iof the establish-
ment and all its appurtenances
and that he had done it to save
what belonged to the community;
all that had to be paid was the
interest due on his borrowings,
until the hospital was able to pay
the principal.

The news flashed like lightning
through the Jewish community as
if inspired, new streams of work-
ers and contributors flocked to
aid the new organization, the
“Mount Sinai Hospital” which
then and since has been establish-
ed on a sure foudation.

The new administration includ-
ed: I. Bernard, president; Mrs. E.
Romberg, vice_president; Mrs. L.
J_ Reis, secretary ; M. Jackoh_
owsky, treasurer and J. M ' Arvey,
M. Helstein, Mrs. M. Helstein, Mrs.
J. G. Grossberg, H. Kalven, A.

Korr, M. Kurtzon, Mrs. I. J. Kusel,

H_ C, Levinson, J. Loeser, Dr. H.
M. Richter, H. L. Rissman, Rabbi
T. Schanfarber and I. M. Schwartz

— directors.
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In 1919 the Mount Sinai Hos-
pital was opened with 50 beds and
no dispensary.

In 1920 the <bllowing admin-
isrtation was elected :

Morris  Kurtzon, president ;
ed: Morris Kurtzon, president;
Mrs. Edwin Romberg, vice presi-
dent; Sam Adelman, treasurer;
Mrs. Mamie D. Neufield, secre-
tary; W. S. Neyman, financial
secretary. As directors were
chosen Louis Adler, L. E. Berger,
Harry Blum, Louis Cohn, Isador
Cohn, Sidney S. David, Harry
Elman, Edward Greenstone, Mrs.
J. G. Grossberg, Max Herkowitz,
M. M. Jacobs, Edward Katzinger,
Irving N. Klein, Leopold Kling,
Harry Levinson, Louis Levitetz,
Julius H. Meyer, H.S. Pflaum, S.P.
Platt, Dr. H. M. Richter, Mrs.
B. Schiffman, Rabbi Saul Silber
and David Zork.

The hospital had 90 beds and an
organized school for nurses.

In 1921, the Hospital was ac-
credited by the American Medical
Ascociation, the American Col-
lege of Surgeons and the Ameri-
can Hospital Association.

The Mount Sinai Hospital was
affiliated with the Jewish Charities
in May, 1923. At that time, the
first installment from the Jewish
Charities of their annual contribu_
tion of $35,000- was made to the
hospital. In 1922, a drive was in-
augurated to raise money ‘for
building purposes and with an or.
ganization of more than four hun,
dred workers, proceeded to raise

$500,000. for building purposes.
After an expenditure of $16,000.
in the interest of this drive, the
Mount Sinai Hospital was asked to
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“Knights of Zion,” that there is
not room for two central bodies
in America.

The Federation demanded that
the “Knights of Zion” dissolve
and recognize the New York Fed-
eration as the center. But the
Zionist leaders of Chicago argued
<hat New York is not in a position
to conduct the work of the entire
country. It is necessary, for the
good of the interests of Zionism,
that jurisdiction of the work of
the Middlewestern States be vested
in and operated through the Chi-
cago Center. This question, to be
solved, was brought up before the
World Zionist Congress in 1911
and thereafter in 1913. Max
Shulman defended the “Knights of
Zion” standpoint at both con-
gresses. The (Congress approved
the standpoint of Chicago Zionists.
Nevertheless on returning from
the 1913 World Congress, the
“Knights of Zion” decided to unite
with the “Federation of New
York’” and the “Knights of Zion”
were dissolved.

The World War

The World War broke out. The
Jewish Populace of Palestine then
subject to Turkey, was in danger
of famine,.

Considerable sums of money
were forthcoming from the con-
gregations but were difficulties in
forwarding this money. Congress-
A. J. Sabbath «of Chicago at-
tempted to fulfill this task through
the agency of the Government
but it wasn’t feasible. He finally
succeeded in forwarding this mo-
ney, without expense through the
Standard Oil Company who kept
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up an agency there. Thereafter
having arrived at the conclusion
that the sending of foodstuffs is
more practical, the Zionists, here
co-operated much toward produc-
ing “bread for Eretz Israel” The
late Judge Hugo Pam, here, whom
Max Shulman converted into Zi-
onism, affected upon the manage-
ment of the Nickel Plate Railroad
to transport the accumulated food-
stuffs to New York (without
charge), and from there a Govern-
ment freight ship affected their
delivery to Palestine.

On the 31st of August 1914
when “A Provisional Committee”
come into being to save Jewish
possessions in Palestine, to keep
the Zionist Organization alive, in
such critical times, and to help
Jewish refugees, the Chicago Zi-
onist Organization was represent.
ed by Nathan D. Kaplan and Max
Shulman. For this end a large
mass meeting took place at “Sinai
Temple,” November 25, with the
present supreme Court Justice
Louis D. Brandeis as chief speak-
er. This was the first time in the
history of the temples to permit
Zionists to hold meeting here, and
Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch to have
made the appeal. Julius Rosen-
wald, in whose charity budget of
millions, Zionism was never in-
timated, was present at this meet-
ing, lone of the first gregter don-
ors. On the 14th of December a
meeting was held here to organize
a division of the “American Jew-
ish Relief,”” which came into be-
ing the 26th of October at New
York, to organize throughout the
country a ‘“one-hundred-group” to
produce ten million dollars for
the war suffering Jews in Europe.
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B. Horwich and Judge Harry M.

Fisher sponsored the call of the
Chicago meeting for the Zionists.
It were they who also acted as
chairman znd secretary of that
meeting (at the Sherman Hotel).
In the committee to arrange Chi-
cago’s campaign for funds enter-
ed the Zionists. Ch. Altschul, B.
A. Antonow, S. Ginsburg, S. Phil-
lipson, S. J. Rosenblatt, H. Stein_
berg and Max Shulman. Among
the speakers at the first
mass meeting at the Hebrew In-
stitute was Leon Zolotkoff of the
Zionists. In the “Justice Brandeis
campaign’ to increase the mem-
bership of the Zionist Oragniza-
tion of America five thousand ad-
ditional members were enrolled
here. The foodship to Palestine in
1916 sponsored by the American
Zionist Federation was chared also
by Chicago Zionists with a fair
number of loaded cars.

The Chicago Zionist Organiza-
tion may record an important
achievement by the erection of
the “Herzl Public School” (1915)
on Douglas Blvd., the Jewish
Settlement of the West Side, upon
the initiative of Harry A. Lipsky,
then a member of the Board of
Education. It’s the first time in
America that a magnificient monu-
ment is constructed (by the city
administration) in memory of a
Jewish leader though not an Am-
erican citizen.

Likewise the Chicago Zionists
figured in the organization of the
“American Jewish Congress.” Six
months prior to New Yiork, the
first Middlewest congress conven-
tion (Jan. 23, 1916) asembled
here to elect delegates to the com-
ing congress. Thirty-six-thousand
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signatures were gathered here for
the Congress Petition to demon-
strate to the Government of Jew-
ish National representative justi-
fication, On the 6th of April 1917,
America entered the world war
officially. According statistical
data, the Jews form three percent
of the general population. And
according to published documents
Jewish participation in the U. S.
army formed from 4 to 5 percent-
um. About 50 thousand Jewish
volunteers reported to the various
branches of the service. As in re-
gards the periodic War loans and
other crisis, the Zionists here, de-
monstrated the positive stand of
patriotism to the land where Jews
benefit of 41l the rights of citizen-
ship.
Balfour Declaration

The revelation of the Balfour
Declaration (November 2, 1917)
that Palestine is becoming the
Jewish Homeland, brought up a
novel situation for Zioniem. The
organization transition to a pro-
gram of “Build up the domain ac-
quisitioned” was entered upon.
With the Jewish Legion for the
British Army in Palestine, the Chi-
cago Zionist organization had 212
legionnaires. At the Zionist Con-
vention in Baltimore (1918) when
Justice Brandeis proposed to send
a committ®e to Palestine to in-
vestigate as to the work to begun,
the Chicago organizations dele-
gates were, B. Horwich, Leon Zo-
lotkoff, Hon. Judge Julian W.
Mack, Nathan D. Kaplan, and
Max Shulman. In 1919 the Am-
erican Zionist ‘Convention ‘oc-
curred in Chicago where Justice
Brandeis before the 500 delegates
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and thousands of guests, reported
what he observed on his visit to
Palestine in accordance with the
instructions of the previous Balti-
more convention. The variance of
opinion was then mirrored within
Zionist leadership.

Brandeis and his group opined
that to rebuild Palestine it is ne-
cessary to introduce private cap-
ital there through private initia-
tive on a commercial basis. Dr.
Weitzman and the other leaders
held that the up-building of the
Jewish Homeland should be dis-
charged by the public. The budget
should therefore be facilitated by
a Rehabilitation Fund, given and
controlled by the public. Simul-
taneously, the organization should
also encourage private initiative.

Of the Chicago leaders, Judge
Julian Mack sided with Brandeis.
The other Chicago delegates at
the Cleveland Convention (1921)
voted for Dr. Wetizman’s stand-
point — and the Keren Kayesod
wag proclaimed. When the Mack
Brandeis group organized the
‘“Palestine Development Council,”
the following Chicago Zionist lead-
ers were attracted to it: Rabbi
Felix Levy, Mrs. Julius Stone,
Judge Hugo Pam, Pearl Franklin
and Nathan D. XKaplan. That
year, in the visiting FEuropean
commission to Chicago were;
Menachem Mendel Usishkin, Prof.
Albert Einstein (and wife), Dr.
Chaim Weitzman (and wife), and
Dr. Benzion Mossenson. Official
Chicago tendered them a grand
reception.

Keren Hyesod

This visit plus the official situ-
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ation as regards Eretz Israel, as
also the receding prestige of the
German Nobility after th World
War debacle, produced a psycho-
logical effect upon some leaders
of Chicago Reformed Judaism.
Not only was the Sinai- Temple
rendered Dr. Mossenson for hold-
ing the official Zionist address but
its Rabbi Dr. Emil G. Hirsch even
made the appeal for funds at that
grand assembly in behalf of the
Foundation Fund.

In 1922 Chicago again had a
great Zionist guest, in the person
of Nahum Sokolow, whom Official
Chicago honored with a distingu-
ished welcome.

That year the Zionist organiza-
tion realized for the ‘“Keren Hay-
esod” one - hundred - nineteen-
thousand dollars and Dr. A. E.
Abramowitz became executive di-
cector for the entire Midwestern
Region.

This inducted an entirely impor-
tant turn into the activities of the
Chicago Zionist Organization when
the late Fred Lubin became secre-
tary treasurer wf the Xeren
Hayesod.

The membership was increased. A
classified trades-system was intro-
duced for the soliciting of funds.
The custom to operate shool ban-
quets in behalf of Zionism was
innovated. Every synagogues rep-
resentative presented at this fest-
ive occasion the collective contri-
bution gathered in their respee-
tive synagogues. At this point it
wasg strongly emphasized that each
contribution is not to bear the oc-
casional charity characteristics
but a steady obligation for the up-
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building of Eretz Israel. In the
second year ‘the contributions
were renewed, and over half of
them were posted through the
mails and telephoned alone. These
panquets induced influence - rela-
tion in the synagogues toward the
Zionist office, It often happened
that shool-dignitaries came to the
office to have their differences
mediated, It was then adopted that
every member of the Zionist ad-
ministrative became a member of
a synagogue in order to enroll
members therefrom for Zionism,

The Zionist work was then re-
distributed into districts instead
of the former ‘“‘shool gates.”” The
activities of the districts were car-
ried on, in Lawndale by B. L. Slo-
an_ B. Antonow, Dr. Rosenzweig,
ete.; Northwest by J. Miller, H.
Steinberg, Halperin, Lichteman,
Bierman, Dr. Bransaw, etc.; Alb-
any Park by J. Savit, I. Jacobson,
A. D. Mahru, M. Skolnik etc.;
South Side by Mr. Rubens and
others.

A student-youth group of con-
sequence, namely, the young Peo-
ples Zionist Organization was in-
itiative through the efforts of the
Lawndale District.

National Fund and University

In that period improvement be-
gan also showing-up in the
receipts of the National Fund,
then located at Roosevelt Road
and Ashland Blvd. with Willie
Weinstein as chairman (from
1920 to 1922). When Dr. P. War-
saw became chairman (1922), he
was encouraged to have the Na-
tional Fund Office transferred to
the Keren Hayesod office. At the
end of that year, the interna-
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tional secretary of the Jewish Na-
tional Fund, Dr, Epstein came to
Chicago for inaugurating the first
“Dunam Campaign” drive, bring-
ing along, incidentally, the first
moving picture of the Jewish set-
tlement in Palestine (shown at
the Capitol Bldg.).

As H. Steinberg became chair-
man, the revenue of the National
Fund much increased was by vir-
tue of the “Dunam Campaign”
and J. N. F. house boxes (through
the special assistance of Chicago
“Hadassah”) and other income.

The opening occassion of the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem
was celebrated at the Medinah
Temple (April 1, 1925). Univer-
sity professors as other prominent
personages participated in the Zio-
nist festivities. The World-renown
Prof. Mickelson wired greetings
from a hospital sick-bed. This
was the first time for the late
Juliug Rosenwald to trod upon a
zionist platform, devoid of charity
sentiment,

The Zionist office was always
filled with Jews- Whatever trans-
pired in Jewish circles re-echoed
in this office and from there re-
flected proper illumination. The
administration appreciated its ac-
quired authority and public inter-
ests were here expanded upon,
wholesomely.

Crisis and the Aftermath

And the Almighty, meantime,
discharged a “floodwave” upon
America, a flood not of hail or
snow storm, but of riches, luxur-
ies and money_chasing. As of a
dragon consumed, spirit and all;
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humans just concentrated on one
point — to get rich quick.

Under such mass-psychosis, Zi-
onism could not sustain an idea-
listic hold upon the masses. Even
the conscientiously advanced were
not to be seen at meetings though
oozing money liberally whenever
encroached upon. And when the
“flood-wave” subsided and descen-
sion from the ‘“golden - hill
dreams” ensued, it became worse
still. Neither was to be gotten
from the overwhelmed—nor meet-
ing attendance — nor money. Ev-
eryones face displayed only for-
lorness, apathy and discourage-
ment. Both of these happenings
—Afirst the ascendancy of prosper-
ity, then the descent depression
left the Zionist Organization of-
fice entirely bare. — The contact
with the Jewish public was sev-
ered, and when the membership
list was quite shrunken.

In 1933 when government
breezes began wafting upon the
field of economy, a change for
the better crept into the mass-
psycology, also. People began
sobering up from the double de-
bauchery of the last few years.
A spark of humane-ness be-
gan the reopening. They were be-
ginning to perceiive that human
worth is not to be measured entire-
ly by a standard of wealth or pen_
ury of a given person. The new im_
pression began to show up in the
Zionist Office, too. People were
being seen. Meetings assumed
vivacity and a live contact with
the Jewish public was again re-
newed.
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“JEWISH DAY”

The “Jewish Day”’ at the Chi-
cago centennial (1933) was or-
ganized through the Zionist Or-
ganization with the intensive par-
ticipation of Judge Fisher, Rabbi
Solomon Goldman, ete. Over a
hundred thousand visitors, Jews
and non-Jews, came (July 3) to
witness the spectacle of the “Jew-
ish Day”. Thousands of people
were turned back for lack of
seats. The “Chicago Daily Trib-
une”’, upon the committee’s assent,
re-enacted the same spectacle on
the evening of the next day, at-
tended by over 60,000 people.

Besides the profits realized on
“Jewish Day” by various institu-
tions and organizations )through
ticket sale), the Zionist Organiza-
tion ere, out of the income,
handed, in behalf of Eretz Israel,
a check dlor thirty-five-thousand
dollars to Dr. Weitzman who was
the guest of the Jewish Day and

of the 86th convention of the
American Zionist Federation, then
held in Chicago.

On his visit here, April 30th,
1934, of Morris Rothenberg, Fed-
eration president, the Zionist Or-
ganization, through its president,
Max Shulman, presented him, at
a meeting of 800, convened at
LaSalle Hotel, with a list of one-
thousand new members.

At the Federation’s convention
at Atlantic City, July 1935, the
Chicago Zionist Organization was
represented through Max Shul-
man, M. Abrams, S. U. Bergman,
J. M. Arvey, A. K. Epstein, I. T.
Feingold, B. Z. Ginsburg, B. Hor-
wich, Wm. M. Katz, B. Levinson,
A. D. Mahru, Chas. Mishkin, G.
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Mishkin, M. Resser and J. H.

Schwimmer.

To pursue the work of the N.
F. for the coming year, the fol-
lowing were elected : Judge Jacob
M. Braude, chairman ; H. Stein-
berg, first vice - chairman and
chairman of executive committee ;
Rebbi Felix A. Levy, Bernard
Kotzin, Rabbi Herzl Kaplan and
Edward Chaise, vice-presidents ;
A. K. Epstein, treasurer and Judah
Pileh, execuitve secretary. For
administrative were elected: Rabbi
Chas. E. Schulman of Glencoe,
Rabbi Israel Weisfield, Mrs. Avis
Schulman of Glencoe, Martin Fox,
Dr. H. Epstein, B. Patenkin, Sam
Steinberg, Robert Mack and Sam
Goldman. i
The following were Chicago’s del-
egates to the Annual Convention
in Providence, R.I., July 4.7, 1936:
A- K. Epstein, Ab Goldberg, Rabbi
S. Goldman, Ph. D. Hoffman, B.
Horwich, M. Katz, Chas. Mishkin,
S. Mishkin, John Rissman, Al H.
Rosenberg, M. A. Smoler, J. W.
Schwartz, L- Sobel, Max Shulman,
H. Steinberg, Sam Steinberg and
Wm. M. Katz, president.

The officers of Chicago Zionist
Organization for 1936 are:

William M. Katz, president;
Maurice A. Smloer and Edward
Chayes, vice_presidents; Berkley
Douglis, secretary; John Rissman,
treasurer

Past Presidents — Jacob M.
Braude, Harry M. Fisher, B. Hor-
wich and Max Shulman-

Administrative Committee:

Abraham E. Abramowitz, Louis
Maurice Dick, Albert K. Epstein,
Spolomon Gloldman, Louis T. Her-
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Philip D. Hoffman, Leo L.
Honor, David S. Horwich, Louis
Ittin, Mordecai Katz, Max Kop.
stein, Benjamin Levinson, Felix A.
Brosilow, William Chukerman,
Levy, Oscar Nudelman, William
Jay Robinson, Joseph L. Rosen, A.
H_ Rosenberg, David Silbert, H.
Steinberg, Sam Steinberg, Jacob
Weil and Joseph Wertheimer.
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YEHUDE BLEADEN

Born, 1846, in Zager. At 8 he was
left an orphan: his mother in or-
der to support her children worked
very hard. The child learned
Torah with exceptional ability. At
seventeen he was capable of doing
research on his own. He learned in
company with the Talmudic scholar
Yidel Karkler. At nineteen he be-
gan to read Abraham Mapu, Ger-
man and Russian and became
acquainted with the classics.

At the time of the Polish upri-
sing in 1866 he went to Telz and
there he married Fage Malke
Stremling and became a merchant.
Later doing business in Riga, he
became more throughly acquain-
ted with German. Simultaneously
he began to write in the Hebrew
paper Hameilitz.

When ne reached Forty-five
(1891) he migrated to Chicago,
with his wife and six children.
Here he became active in Limaan
Zion Society, Hebrew Literary
Society and wrote in Hebrew
Magazines.

He was Chicago’s main represen-
tative of the Hebrew Encylopedia,
Otzor Israel. His travel descrip-
tions and eritical articles were
written in a sharp and satiric vein.

When the Russian Ambassador,
Graf Cassini, in America blamed
the Russian Jews for avoiding mili-
tary duties, Y. Bleaden revealed
in the Chicago Abendpost with
official Russian figures that the
Jews gave proportionally a higher
percentage for conscription than
the Russians.

Yehude  Bleaden translated
many novels from the German
into Hebrew. He also wrote a re-
fined Yiddish, He represented a
synthesis of religious faith and
scholarly knowledge. The 24th
of Tamus 1917, he died.

His children : Louis, Benjamin,
Rosie, Joshua-Bernard, Solomon
and Jonathan were reared in strict
Jwish tradition.
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JACOB MILLER

Son, of Arye-Leib and Feigi.
Born 1875 in Turksli, Kovno dist.
Lithuania, He studied Hebrew
with his (father. At the age of 16
he came to America. In 1897 he
married Sarah Jaffe, daughter of
Menachem-Mendel and Haya from
the town of Slonim, Lithuania.

Mr. Miller is one ‘of the pioneers
of the Zionist Organization in
Chicago being active in the Zion
Gate No. 1, He was one of the
founders of the “Achooza’” in Chi-
cago, a project to buy and settle
land in Palestine. He was active
in the “Ind. Brith Abraham’. P.
0. W., president of Congregation
Ezrath Israel for six terms; active
in war relief and in the Federated
Charities. one of the founders of
the Hebrew School “Yavneh” and
on the board of directors; he was
delegate to the Jewish Congress
in America, and helped build
Atereth Zion Congregation; for-
mer president of Beth Hamid-
rosh Hagodol of Albany Park and
is one of the mainstays of the Heb-
rew School.,

His children: Rose married Dr.
Sam Shanoff; Leo Nathan, lawyer;
Norman, lawyer; Bessie, librarian
Florence graduated High School
is employed in her father’s office.
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S. B. KOMAIKO

Born in Anixt, Lithuania ; son
of Avrom-Aba and Rebeka (Zelez-
nik) ; reared traditionally, studied
Hebrew and general culture. At the
age of 21 (1899), he came to New
York and in 1903 he settled in Chi-
cago where he has now his rec-
ognized insurance office, being act-
ive in national and rocial affairs.

In 1910 he married Pauline
Stein, a grandchild of the famous
Dr. Kadison, has a general educa-
tion and active in, social work. In
children : Charles-Jamas, Dr. of
Jurisprudence ; Sarah-Pearl, mar-
the same spirit were reared their
ried to Dr. Arnold Belchetz; and
William-Kadison, student of the
University of Chicago.

Mr. Komaiko is a devoted Zion-
ist, was president offf Kadimah, a
member of the Board of Directors
of the Marks Nathan Orphan
Home (1907-1911), since 1911 a
trustee in B. M. Z., president of
Ramah Lodge Bnai Brih, and one
of the founders of Temple Judea.

A very important duty he per-
formed during the World War
when he was ffood director in the
Foreign Division of A. R. A. He
was also instrumental in solv-
ing the seaport in Memmel in favor
of Lithuania. The Lithuanian Gov-
ernment knew how to appreciate
his patriotism, and honored him
with a medal. It was also discussed
the matter of appointing Mr. S. B.
Komaiko as Abmassador of the
Lithuanian Government to the Uni-
ted States. When he visited Lith-
uania (1923), he was the guest of
the Lituanian Government. He
helped a great deal in the establish-
ment of the then Jewish cultural
autonomy in Lithuania.

As a journalist and a beleterist
he iz outstanding with a rare abil-
ity of being generous in financing
other writers in their literary en-
terprises.

In 1910 appeared hig book “Jew-
ish World”, sketches of Jewish life.
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DR. A. P. KADISON

He lived 73 years until February
26, 1913. The first Jewish-Russian
doctor in Chicago. A Talmudist
and Hebraist. Leader of the local
Hebrew pioneers (Dorshei Safruth
Ibrith) ; founder of the first He-
brew <chool for girls and the “Shil-
leler Talmud Torah” which for a
certain time was maintained by
him. He was loved as a physician
and a philanthrop.

In volume II of Sir Moses Mon-
tefiore’s Diary it is written that
while he passed Kovno, he stopped
at the Kadisons’ where he got to
know their boy (the future doc-

tor) whom he wanted to adopt. Dr.
Kadison’s parents, being rich and
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pious, did not make use of that
offer. The young Kadison remained
with his parents until the age of
19, when he married Annah Nev-
insky and then he started his med-
ical studies in the European uni-
versities. Practiced in Europe until
1873, when he came to America
with his wife and their child Sarah

(Mrs. Stein, the mother of Mrs. S.
B. Komaiko).
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REV. MORRIS NEWMAN

Born in 1870 in Gevitz, Hung-
ary ; ison of Meyer and Sarah-
Esther. His father, the “Schochet”
was a scholar and linguist. Young
Newman was reared piously; with
tolerance of other creeds in his
environments,

As a youth he studied with
Rabbi Schlesinger of Topeltchan,
Hungary. This Rabbi exhorted his
students to erudition with wit,
wisdom and culture.

Newman began to write Hebrew
correspondence for the magazine
Hamagid, and fturthered his mus-
ical ability by singing with the
Kantor of Topeltchan.

At nineteen he studied in the
Yeshiva of Satmar, Hungary and
prepared himself for the Rabbin-
1cal school of Budapest. By this
time (1899) his father became
‘“Schochet” in New York, and he
brought his capable =on to that
metropolis. Here, young Newman
had intended to nter N. Y. Rab-
binical College but Dr. Alexander
Kahut, the author of ‘“Oruch
Hasholem”, dissuaded him.

Gifted with innate ability and
intelligence, young Newman be-
teacher, contributed to Hebrew
came successful as a Hebrew
magazines and he set out to com-
plete his apprenticeship as Kantor.

In 1891 he married Lena, the
daughter of Joshua Goldstein. The
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former was also a “Schochet” and
Kantor in N. Y. In 1895 Rev.
Moses Newman became Kantor in
McKeesport, Penn. In 1897 he
became Kantor in the First Hun-
garian Congregation oif Chicago,
then located on Maxwell St. In
1902 he was appointed Kantor in
“Bnai David Ohavei Tzedek” in
Chicago.

Rev. Newman was a Zionist
many years before the First Zion
Congress at Bazil, Switzerland.

Here in Chicago he became act-
ive in the societies : “Lemaan
Zion”, “Schocharei Sfath-Ever”,
“Knight of Zion” of which he
was a Vice Grand Master, a mem-
ber of “Achooza” and a member
of the Board of Education of the
Northwest Hebrew School, where
he was principal lfor seven years.

Rev. Newman sponsored a cam-
paign to aid the ailing editor of
the Hebrew weekly “Hapisgo’.
At his death Rev. Newman wrote
a eulogy in the Hebrew magazine
“Hadoar” commemorating this
editor’s work and solicited contrib-
utions from subscribers for the
editor’s widow.

Rev. Newman’s most cherished
possession and achievement is his
library. All his life he has been
a voracious lover of books.

For decades he has been col-
lecting volumes: Hebrew, Jewish,
English, Hungarian and German
which he constantly reads and
studies.

Numbered amongst his library
can be found valuable old edi-
tions. And thanks to the under-
saning and cooperation of Mrs.
Newman their library is a treasure.

Their children : Josiah, Dr.
Meyer Newman, Dr. Mordecai
Newman and Esther, married to
Dr. Joseph Chapman, are raized in
the spirit of Judaism and know
how to value and cherish their
worthy parents.
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ISAAC MARKS and his ‘“‘MOSES
AND AARON”

At seventy he became a sculptor.
Amongst his large sculptured gal-
lery is numbered a statue of Moses
and Aaron.
His work is ex-
hibited: at the
Art Institute
and the J. P.
I. The most
prodigious ex-
hibit of art
is in his home;
it is a verita-
ble museum.

He was born
1859 in Vevia,
Lithuania ; he
comes from a
prominent fa-
mily. He was
an inveterate
student, atten-
ding the “Ye-
shivas” in Wil-
comere, Kovno
and Vilna.

At sixteen he
began to learn
for himself at
Alexot, and
there he ador-
ned the Syna-
gogue with his
paintings.

From his gif-
ted grandfather he inherited some
of this great talent in painting
and sculpturing.

At nineteen he married Sheine
Rivkoh Shamson, a member of a
Rabbi’s family in Shilel. A few
years after his marriage he moved
to Scotland where he brought his
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family; and in 1880 they came to
Chicago. Here he became one of
the earliest pioneers of Hebrew
culture and Zionism. He became
successful as watchmaker, jeweler
and optometrist. Later when he
settled in the province of the state,
he kept in constant touch with
Chicago culture circles by whom
he is highly esteemed,

He has four sons, four daughters
and fifteen grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.

Isaac Marks, at seventy-seven,
is ambitious to create works of
artistic import and works diligent-
ly in his study.

MEYER SIDER

He lived 88 years, and was one
of the early Hebrew pioneers in
Chicago. Wais born in Brisk, Lith-
uania. He learned till the age of
15, and then he married Libby
Eisenstein, from Drohitshen, Pol-
and. At the age of 17 he set out
for Warsaw. In time he went to
Cherkas, Ukrainia, where he made
his home.

For 25 years Mr. Sider was
prominent as a merchant-scholar
of Cherkas. There 'his eldest son,
Hyman, married Essie Lipnik from
Drohitshen.

In 1884 Mr. Sider came to
Texas in America, where he opened
a grocery store. At the age of 60
he removed with his family to Chi-
cago where he became active in
the Hebrew Literary Society.

In 1909 he became bookkeeper in
the broom factory olf his sons of
Blue Island Ave. When he retired,
his children continued his salary,
and he then devoted himself com-
pletely to hig books and study of
Hebrew lore.

Zion Org.
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The very last day of his life,
he inquired of his son, ‘“What
time is it?” Whereupon Hyman
replied, “Five o’clock”. Mr. Sider
— as was his lifelong custom —
prayed. That day this pious soul
passed on ot eternity.

He leaves 4 children and 30
grandchildren and 15 great-grand-
children.
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EXPLANATION FOR THE PRESENT EDITION

1. The present material is
part and parcel of the general
Seifer Hazikoroin. It appears
here in a separate issue in order
to facilitats a larger circulation.

2. The communal accom-
plishments of the Jewish settle-
ments in America and Canada
since the first moment of their
origin is forever immortalized
thru the fundamental research
in the volumes of the Seifer
Hazikoroin. The work is done
under the direct supervision of
Rabbi A. J. Zhitnik, by means
of the prominent Seifer Hazi-
koroin committees in every
state in the land wherever the
work is undertaken.

3. The budget of the Seifer
Hazikoroin is not covered by
privileged individuals nor is the
policy of the Seifer Hazikoroin
influenced by them. The mass
of the people who take part
in the creation and support of
communal accomplishments
also take part in the budget
for the Seifer Hazikoroin — the
history of the said accomplish-
ments.

4. The biograpbies in this
publication (as in the general
Seifer Hazikoroin) are printed
in order to show the forces
that operate in this field.
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5. In accordance with its
tradition, the Seifer Hazikoroin
heeds the policy of granting no
titles. The work and creation
of an individual is exposited
and thru it the image of the
personality is made clear.

6. The arrangement of the
biographies is in accord with
the technical demands of print-
ing; it has nothing to do with
the merits of each of them.
The biographies of the or-
dained Rabbies of the H. T. C.
are arranged alphabetically
according to the year of their
ordanation.

7. For technical reasons, bi-
ographies of rabbies, those or-
dained, directors and contri-
butors are omitted in this
edition; they are to be included
in the next one.

8. The publications of the
Seifer Hazikoroin are sent to
everyone; individuals as well
as institutions. The contribu-
tions that are sent into the
Seifer Hazikoroin office makes
possible a larger circulation.

May the spirit of accomplish-
ment, ambition and creation
penetrate into more homes.
May the elders be encouraged
in their work for the hLenefit
of the community, and may
the youth be raised in such a
spirit.

Address all communications
and contributions to:
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HEBREW THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
(Douglas Blvd. and St. Louis Ave., founded 1920)

EDUCATION, SCHOLARSHIP
AND THE RABBINATE

The founders and supporters of
the Beth Medrash Latorah are
proud of their great accomplish-
ment. The Beth Medrash Latorah
of Chicago is the greatest Torah-
Center of the Orthodox Jews of
America. The Beth Medrash La-
torah in the course of its existence
has taught over a thousand young
men advanced studies in Judaism
and fifty odd have become Rabbis
in various Jewish communities to
strengthen traditional Judaism in
America. Indirectly the educa-
tional influence of the Beth Med-
rash Latorah has reached thou-
sands and thousands of Jews in
general. In addition to the work
of the graduated Rabbis in their
communities, many students of
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the Beth Medrash Latorah have
become principals and teachers in
various Talmud Torahs where
thousands of Jewish children
attend. Others occupy positions
as spiritual leaders in social cen-
ters. Some have become schoch-
tim, and hundreds and hundreds
of its students now play a pro-
minent part in community life
as doctors, lawyers, merchants,
synagogue officers and directors
of charitable and educational in-
stitutions. Among the directors
of the Beth Medrash Latorah it-
self are to be found ten of its
former students. The majority
of the members of the Adas Bnei
Israel of Chicago are former stu-
dents of the Beth Medrash La-
torah.

From the foregoing we see that
the Beth Medrash Latorah is first
of all an educational institution
for all Jews, and a higher Torah
institution for those who wish to
devote themselves to advanced
Torah and the Science of Judaism.
It follows naturally that among
those who excel in their studies
are some who attain the state of
the Rabbinate and higher Scholar-
ship. This, incidentally, should be
known to all those who judge com-
munity undertakings on the basis
of dollars and cents. The money
for the upkeep of the Beth Med-
rash Latorah is not devoted ex-
clusively for training of its gradu-
ated Rabbis. The budget of the
Beth Medrash Latorah aims
to establish an educational system
from which thousands, young and
old, benefit directly and indirectly.

So too was it in the world-
famous Yeshivas in old Russia and
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other lands, where from among
thousands of students only a few
became Rabbis. The great Jewish
world which gladly supported the
heavy Torah-budget always re-
alized the worth, according to its
view, of such an education in its
general scope. In the program of
the Beth Medrash Latorah there
is sharply evident this continuity
with the historically famous Yeshi-
vas, with the valuable addition of
system and planning in accord-
ance with the principles of peda-
gogy.

THE PUPILS AND WHAT THEY

STUDY

The Beth Medrash Latorah now
has 412 students. On the basis
of their knowledge they are
grouped into the two divisions of
the Beth Medrash Latorah. In
the junior department (Yeshivath
Etz Chaim) there study 264 stu-
dents from the ages of 13 to 17,
and in the senior department
(Beth Medrash Lerabonim) there
are 148 students ranging from 18
to 26.

The course in the junior de-
partment is a four year course.
Before being admitted a pupil
must have a knowledge of Chu-
mesh with Rashi, Early Prophets,
and the fundamentals of Hebrew.
During the four years they must
study 200 pages of Gemorah
with Rashi’s commentary, the
entire Pentateuch, all the Early
Prophets, 70 chapters selected
from the Later Prophets, all of
Hagiographia, kitzur Schulhan
Aruch and Tractate ‘‘Aboth”
Hebrew language and Jewish
history till the period of the Gao-
nim. Virtually all these students
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also attend the public high-schools.
After finishing the Yeshivath Etz
Chaim, the students are eligible
for the senior department of the
Beth Medrash Latorah, the Beth
Medrash Lerabonim.

The course in the Beth Medrash
Lerabonim is an 8 year course.
There the students cover 1000
pages of Talmud with Tosaphoth
and other Commentaries, Early
and Later Codes, Pilpul, the entire
Bible and the whole field of Jew-
ish history, philosophy and homil-
etics, ethics, Hebrew language
and literature, and they also
attend lectures on social problems.
Those who complete the course
are ordained (according to the
traditional formula ‘“Yore Vey-
odin’’) and they also receive an
English diploma after they have
received their diploma from uni-
versity or college where they
studied general subjects.
RABBIS TRAVEL TO THEIR

TEACHER

Great attention is paid to the
conduct of the students and to
the friendly atmosphere which
reigns among them. Since 1926
the graduated Rabbis of the Beth
Medrash Latoarh have had their
own organization. Each year in
August they assembled at the
Beth Medrash Latorah for their
yearly conference, where they
deal with various social questions
of their own communities and of
Jewry in general. The sages of
the Torah institution deliver lec-
tures for the assembled, and the
wish of the guests is to obey the
precept “to see their teacher.”
Rabbis, spiritual leaders of their
own communities, come from
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great distances to the well of
Torah whence they drank and
wish to drink again from its life-
giving waters that are inexhaust-
ible. Of old the great Rabbis
always went to their teacher
to drink from the eternal well of
Torah. Perhaps this is an in-
dication that the ‘“uncovering,”
the spreading of the light of the
Torah, will never cease, even
when on all sides there is a great
“covering-up,” a great darkness.
Who can say that it is not so?
Beth Medrash Latorah itself, such
a worth-while light for trational
Judaism in America, was ‘‘un-
covered” in such a time of dark-
ness, when no one would have
believed that Chicago had room
for such a Torah institution.

TEACHER OF GEMORRAH IS
SLAPPED

Many trials did the Beth Med-
rash Latorah have to undergo be-
fore it attained its present position
of authority. Those who remem-
ber the Jewish community of 40
years ago tell how the few good
teachers, M. Pearlstein and other
“Maskilim” of the Chicago Tal-
mud Torahs had to teach a bit
of Talmud to their pupils in sec-
ret. At that time the local Talmud
Torahs did not have the character
of general educational institution,
where children of all Jewish
households studied. The Talmud
Torah was a charity institution,
only for poor children. A well-
to-do child went to a private
tutor, or had the private tutor
come to him. The presidents of
the charity Talmud Torahs always
argued with the teachers that a
Talmud Torah child needed only

TANTT M INIRY 1B SRR BYT
19D 1B PON TINI 15 1IN BBy
SNIIMP 1INT DRV PORN"DIYD T

YT OSNMR INT 1apoR S0P
ST DB WAne ,bYvan ybute
ST OI% IR MR DR IDNR

TN IPYATR DY e 1EYY (7'an
SIINDOYT N DNT R RN O8NP
198 33ppSBnIR ™1,/ /Mdinm, YT IN
SP3MP BIYN NN NIND,, DT
QIR N 19ER piynwyieN 0l
A1ONDN YDA NRIN BYAYT DI

D YN LDMPIINDINRD YD NIN
1R DN 2R DY NRD IR N T
RBY IMND PNTIn N3 YT INT
“ROD 1IRD OMITHIY NPT NIN
NPMUIYOR PR DTN OpINIST
DY RIN PN NPT MY Roans,
1Y BRT WIVP 1M L/ aRnbR’’ ne
IVIVD ORI RINDWY IR OIN DANOIYS
DOROPIRTTIIN RIN IRD DN K Y

wRys BIMP TRRTRaD)

PPN DY IYPAYTYY DRM %
=37 N 40 R oo Py e
SIR YT DN BYSIYE My LMy
ND ,Q%en WY Yawn yoyd
1ANT NIRPWR 1R D/AMNTTIRSN 7
B NNR Spar R OBINYOYI nasia
PIT N7 OIAND OINT .DMTINOR yEh
YT LRAYS BV I DANNTINON
TIYT DMIVBYION IR 1D IPLPRIND
DD AT OWRY LUINDYIR DINNY
YTYIYS W YT YON
IN53 NP INT R TINTTIRon
PIRAYOND R PIND PN IND
RIS R OIX VIR DR TP
1% IIINGYI DR TNOD R YT 0
TPTY YT DB IyTmyas 7 A
N LIDONRAYY  13NT D/MNTIWSn
YD OON3 RORT W INTTINoN N,
197D 0T DT 2um 1IN IMSNNT 1
AT DY MDY VD M 19y Bbhaan
17905 013 M O IRDIWT YD IND
JIUYmyS Ran aRD By pyp

1ANT WO YA TNNB T



to be able to read the prayers
and the weekly Bible portion.
They would never become Rabbis
and it was foolish to waste time
teaching them “Gemorrah.” The
few good teachers, without the
knowledge of the presidents,
decided among themselves not to
obey the ‘“ignorant presidents,”
and to teach the children a bit
of Gemorrah.

It was difficult, however, to
obtain a volume of the Talmud
in Chicago. There were large
folio editions of the Talmud in
a Synagogue or in a Rabbi’s home,
but it was dangerous to keep a
large “Gemorrah” in a Talmud
Torah. Suppose the president
should walk in for an inspection
— where could one hide the big
Gemorrah? For such illegal work,
that of teaching Gemorrah in a
Talmud Torah, a small Student
Gemorrah was needed. Should
the president suddenly put in an
appearance, one would hide the
Gemorrah under his clothes and
would act as though nothing were
wrong.

Time passed as they searched
continuously, and quietly made
inquiries of relatives and acquaint-
ances, till heaven took pity and
they finally found a little Student
Gemorrah exactly the size neces-
sary for such ‘“secret” work.

What was to be done, however,
with one Gemorrah when there
were  three teachers in three se-
parate Talmud Torahs? They
cut the binding in three places,
and from the single Gemorrah
there came three parts, one for
each teacher, and they began the
work.
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One Saturday it happened that
a president dropped in on a Tal-
mud Torah at the moment when
the teacher was drilling the child-
ren in Gemorrah. The teacher
on seeing the president turned
white as chalk. The president,
as was the custom, knew very little
of learning. He noticed however,
the frightened teacher and under-
stood that something was wrong.
He accordingly asked the teacher
what was being taught. The
teacher, heaven forbid, would not
tell a lie. He answered: “Ge-
morrah.” The president on hear-
ing the word ‘“Gemorrah’” waxed
exceedingly wroth, and grabbing
the Gemorrah pages began beating
the frightened teacher. The few
children were very frightened
and hid under the table.

It is understood that after this
incident there was no longer
even a mention of Gemorrah in
the Talmud Torahs.

THE FIRST GEMORRAH PU.
PILS AND THE FOUNDING OF
YESHIVATH ETZ CHAIM
In 1895 there was organized
a class of seven pupils (among
them Zaleznik and Attorney Max
Schulman), and they began to
study Gemorrah in a private
cheder. The number of Gemorrah

pupils gradually increased.

In 1902 there was held a meet-
ing of such “old country Jews”
as B. F. Gorchikoff, A. J. Levin-
thal, Ben Zion Laserowitz, Leo
Simon, Shimeon Hirsch Simon,
Regolsky, A. G. Schulman, H. Ru-
binstein and others, they resolved
to found a Yeshiva for young
boys. First they began to es-
tablish a fund. They went among
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the Jews and asked them how
much they were willing to con-
tribute weekly for the support of
a Chicago Yeshiva. Some pro-
mised five cents weekly, others
more., When the pledges amounted
to ten dollars weekly, they called
the first meeting (at Morgan and
Maxwell Streets). They rented
quarters for $5 a month, and the
well-known Jacob Dolnitzky, who
until then conducted a private
cheder, became teacher in the
Yeshiva, which was named “Etz
Chaim.”

At the outbreak of the Russo-
Japanese war (1903) many Jews
left Russia for America, and for
those who came to Chicago it was
not necessary to explain what a
Yeshiva was and what Gemorrah
meant. From their meager earn-
ings they contributed to the Yeshi-
va, and the leaders of “Etz Chaim”’
bought a house at 100 Johnson
Street (now Peoria). In the
Yeshiva there studied a few dozen
pupils, between the ages of 12
and 15, and its teachers were
Joseph Lishansky, Isaac Levin
and Bramson. The Yeshiva no
longer had to worry about money.
The Jews contributed freely. The
happiness of the Yeshiva-leaders
was great indeed.

TWO RABBIS AND ONE
YESHIVA

Then there occured an incident:
To Chicago there came the well-
known ‘“Ridvaz,”” and he was
elected chief Rabbi. This did not
please the local Rabbi Album.
The officials of the Yeshiva sided
with the Rabbi, and automatically
the Yeshiva was under the super-
vision of Rabbi Album. This went
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against the grain of the Ridvaz’s
faction. He claimed that the
authority of the chief Rabbi should
extend over everything, including
the Yeshiva. There broke out a
real conflict between the two sides,
the “Albumists” and the “Ridvaz-
ists.” There was no possibility of
a compromise; no one wanted to
concede even a hair’s breadth.
Once it seemed that one of the
parties was willing to yield. That
is, someone told the Ridvaz faction
that he had expressly heard the
leaders of the Albumists admit
that the Yeshiva should be under
the supervision of the Chief Rabbi.
This news sounded very good to
the Ridvaz faction. Their leader
immediately went to the leader of
the Yeshiva, and asked him if the
report were true that the Yeshiva
should be under the authority of
the Chief Rabbi.

“Certainly it’s true
the Yeshiva-leader.

“May I then announce in all the
synagogues on Saturday that you
said so?”’ asked the other.

“Certainly you may,” rejoined
the Yechiva-leader. “You should
not fail, however, to mention the
name of the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi
Album.”

With others, such a conversation
might have resulted in quarreling
and perhaps in cursing too. These
two Jews, however, were peace-
loving. They agreed that it did
not pay to quarrel and cause
division among Jews, and that
they should call a meeting and
let the assembly decide who
should supervise the Yeshiva.

The following Saturday it was
announced in all the synagogues

17

answered

IPONR DRT Y IR LDIINIYT DN NN
118 Y Dy e LaYRY: 2inka
PLEENCIR TN ,mmmais sy
PBINENNR IWHINR 1T AIRT A
BN DI PPURT T 55190 39 N
PANIR PITTINR DI N RS DOR®DY
TEND IR SYNTE T S enrames
1D YD OYT % IYIINIYINYANTIN
W OWR M2 VIYIBYI NN 7AW W
1N, U5NTYT YD DRY NPN R DY
HONT 0P YT IR DINIYI DND W
37 1D BITENN T PR P
2 55131

vIyenIYy — ! nnR R DMy —
Syeetnasey e

“DNMN NI DY BOMN TN NP —
NIR BRI TR IR LIS T PR 1D
SYRBRTOY YT LIy — 2 paNtys
ialib)

T BET — !N BIyD DMWY —
— 2 YT DB YYD W BN
SNDAYT IDYIINE DY N BONT N
— 551971 20 b pymNs oy o
.D1a5%% 2911

TYOERYY RIR DORY MIYTIN M3
SER TIR YMPIND Y 190R v
PPIINT YT LU0 Y DS DI NG
TS TN VAN (YIN ITN YTl
NOoaNa UDIRIT IR PPYTARTD
Y DN, DONMYIBN T (Y
13 IITIE DR T yEnR DRT
IR OSKRY Y N LITIR VA MIpann
SN IR TRIDN IN (DYDY YEy3
AR TR 2] A TR R N T S LS e i
JImawr Ay qyarR ponen

IDISYIDNIR PR N2 (pYTINMD
78T OR IR LIS USN 1IR IRV
SHIN T ORI YT ANINR INDIT DR
SDNR IYWIPENNN T IYD BYN s
IR P2 11D DRI T 1avopIy
AP OIN oAy It poR

SR T BPE LIND [HPINYRD PN

\
)

WIT ND DIYTIYIE WT BN I
INND N LIRYON YT aRpyI nawn

SPIIDNIN [IND POONRIINRD T N
1DORT/D IR NI St/ IR Y



that, God willing, there would be
at 7 o’clock that night a meeting
for the purpose of electing officers
of the Yeshiva and everybody
was asked to attend.

On the scheduled day at 7 sharp
the president of the Yeshiva
opened the meeting. A few cried
out that they should wait a while
because there were several people
who would soon come. The pre-
sident answered that the meeting
had been announced everywhere
for 7 o’clock, and that they were
not obliged to wait for Ilate-
comers. The assembly agreed
that the president was absolutely
right and they immediately began
the balloting. The old officers
were reelected. The whole meet-
ing did not last more than three-
quarters of an hour. Just as
the meeting was adjourned, mem-
bers of the other faction arrived.
Naturally there was a lot of shout-
ing: “Why such haste with the
meeting? It’s only 8 o’clock now
and everything is over.” The
others retorted quietly: “There
was, heaven forbid, no undue
haste. It was announced for 7
and it began at 7. Who was to
blame if some men came an hour
late?” The opposition could not
accept such an argument. “Since
when is it the custom among Jews
for a meeting to start exactly on
time? A meeting called for 7
ordinarily starts at 9. Now that
we have arrived at 8, we are one
hour” ahead of time.”

All these arguments, however,
were of no avail. They had no
intention of voting over again.
The Yeshiva remained in the hands
of the old leaders. The opposition

“NYIB YT BRI IWHIYD (Y0P TN
(T p e O F XS L )11t o83 SRR (R o f i
TWIMR T OIR IDLDNMR DIYMIN
'R DRV YT 1IN IEDR T 1T DY
DU IYN DR DMY PR IYDIDYS BN
SING YT OLDIR AR IDONRN Y 2ANnn
SyaB YT OIN BDIBIBYNI DY YN
BRGH IR DIYIYI WD 1IN PIYIN
S75p,, YT AN Iymyy TS8a an
IRV 125PYIDUN PN 1R/D IR
PYING T SOMBORNOND YMOR 7
N MY U DY) DIYNITYS BRI NEWDR
W DYTONY Wiy PR StapeTYaT
1387 LIDROPYI T BN RDR T
IS IR TR YT IYID fAanayl

T JANT/D OIN T DMDYAND Y
8D DYBY DNV, MNP, 1annpin
9T OB IRV PAIYERIDNN NIN
DY 1I8- VIR DIR vpay 2 npbN
YIVTIR AN VRPN TN MR PR
JIDROYI IR PIRIT PING IDVAIN N
SRODMR MDY v ndon’D,
TN L1 IRIIDNR BRI LD
PYTOI IO IR PN 1A s
YYINI R OAMKR LPWYBYIND BY IR
TN 1ANT YD MR e yw
STTNSNRD BIVPYI B PBYINIDYS
N2 JTND R INNYI DY PR PN I
IMIYBY TN OONT TRYDN N OIN TN
IRODED IR MY IR BPNB
SIONYS T BIBY 13 ANN TRDN
SIDYS VIV T OIN BT L IND
IYRIPYE IRT M I DI iYn
YPUNRT T, LYY R DD YD N2
Y3 DYVNNS VAN TAND NLYD YOR
1B (5.0 IRT BYD ... 1EoNR
YT IR PR OLIORD BOP R OMIDRT
SYTE YBoR T A %Ay nawe
BIPIIND TN BRI T WHMNY WY
10N BINSY BN Y DR DY B¢
MTONIVEY DM Y IR DIBYeIN
MM LRIRPWY R W M nmR
SRR PN B ovn vy, T
1337929020 8PN B 9P RS
DEINSRY DB DYMIN2-AW. YONT:
DR DIBYMIN DD IR VYD e 1R

—p e T e



contented itself with telling every-
body that it was going to open
a real Yeshiva in Chicago, not one
like the Etz Chaim with young
boys fit to study only “Chumesh.”
It was going to import grown-up
Yeshiva students from Volozin and
from Telz and from other places,
and would open up such a Yeshiva
that Etz Chaim in comparison
would be utterly insignificant.

IF NOT THE IMMIGRANT

CHILDREN

Nothing came of it, however.
Ridvaz left Chicago. The “Rid-
vazists’” automatically ceased to
exist. And since there were no
longer any Ridvazists, there was
no longer any need for Albumists
either. The two opposing camps
jaccordingly disappeared. There
remainded only people who really
wanted Etz Chaim to exist and
to grow. In 1905 there were
already 40 students in the Yeshi-
va. At that time all they really
studied was Chumesh with Rashi,
but Gemorrah was technically on
the program. They were simply
waiting for the time when, with
God’s help, the Yeshiva boys
would have developed sufficiently
to study Gemorrah.

They did not then have any
students from the local Talmud
Torahs because the presidents did
not permit it. The Yeshiva stu-
dents were only from the newly
arrived Jews, and those Jews did
not yet have children who were
old enough to start Gemorrah.
They did want their children to
study Hebrew. In the old country
whence they had just recently
come there had begun, thanks to
Zionism, a movement to study
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Hebrew, and schools and “pro-
gressive chadarim” had been
opened. They therefore wanted

to introduce the study of Hebrew
language into the Yeshiva. The
leaders of the Yeshiva agreed to
this.

Just at that time there arrived
in Chicago a young man from
Germany, an engineer and an
ordained Rabbi (Rabbi Green-
berg), and he was engaged as the
Hebrew teacher in the Yeshiva.
In time there was started the
study. This advanced group among
whom were B. Daskal (now Rabbi
in Rodfei Zedek, Chicago) and
Jacob Rubenstein (now Jake
Ruby, business man in Michigan
City) was taught by Rabbi
Greenberg, principal of the
Yeshiva.

In 1910 the activity in connec-
tion with the Yeshiva increased,
thanks to the newly arrived young
Rabbis Cardon, Silber, Epstein
and Mushkin who took an active
part in “Etz Chaim.” There were
already about 80 students in the
Yeshiva, and Etz Chaim had be-
come rooted in the community.
Parents were beginning to boast
of the fact that their children
were studying in the Yeshiva, and
children considered it a distinetion
to study Gemorrah.

THE WORLD WAR AND THE
YESHIVA CRISIS

Then there broke out the ter-
rible World War. Immigration to
America was stopped. The sole
reserve of children, the Jewish
immigration, from which the
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Yeshiva drew its students, began
to be exhausted. The local Tal-
mud Torah had still not prepared
any children for Etz Chaim. The
Yeshiva leaders were faced with
a serious problem, ‘“where can we
get children?” It was an old,
old plea: “Give me children, and
if not — I die.”” The concern
over the existence of the Yeshiva
was so acute that the principal,
Rabbi Greenberg, resigned his
position and accepted one in a
Talmud Torah. One could not
be sure that the Yeshiva would
continue te go on. It was a very
serious crisis for Etz Chaim.

But onece again there was dem-
onstrated that where there is a
strong, active determination, where
there is an earnest desire to cleave
to an ideal, every crisis can be
overcome. Because of the crisis Etz
Chaim grew stronger. Jews who
felt their continuity with tradition
realized that in America the teach-
ing of Gemorrah to their children
was no longer a luxury. It was
an absolute necessity for Jewish
existence everywhere and particu-
larly here after the stoppage of
Jewish immigration, when Amer-
ican Jewry was actually severed
from the spiritual storehouse of
East-European Jewry, and had to
start nourishing itself spiricually.
The feeling of responsibility which
a youth feels when he breaks
away from his father’s table and
has to shift for himself took hold
of the leaders of the Talmud To-
rahs. They realized that a Tal-
mud Torah was not only a ‘“Mitz-
vah” but also the actual reserve
from which local Jewry must
weave new strength for its con-
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tinued existence. The Talmud
Torahs began to bear in mind that
they had to prepare students for
the Yeshiva, and they did so. In
one year during which Rabbi
Greenberg was principal of the
Chicago Talmud Torahs, 50 Tal-
mud Torah pupils entered the
Yeshiva, and the leading in-
structor was Rabbi Sholom Israel-
son.

The Yeshiva students of Rabbi
Greenberg’s class were left
teacherless. Three of them who
were already studying codes —
Julius Siegel (now Rabbi of Hum-
boldt Blvd. Temple), Arthur M.
Rabinovitz (now principal of the
Talmud Torah of Beth Medrash
Hagodol of Albany Park) and
Benzion Rosenblum (now Rabbi
in Bronx, N. Y.) were sent over
to Rabbi Isaac Elchanan’s Ye-
shiva, and money was sent to
them for expenses. Rabbi Green-
berg also had a class in which
there studied the children of
Rabbi Rubenstein, Samuel and
Zadok (now Rabbi Rubenstein of
Milwaukee) ; Rabbi Epstein’s
young boy (now Rabbi Harry
Epstein  of At”nta, Georga),
Rabbi Astrahan’s young boy (now
attorney M. Astrahan and four
other boys: Louis Lehrfield (now
Rabbi in Austin Community
Center); Simon Kramer (now
Rabbi in Bronx) Sidney Switz-
kinbaum (now Rabbi Shepnard
Banm of Albany), Max Pollak
(now High School teacher and
principal of a Talmud Torah)
who had already reached an
advanced stage in Gemorrah.

The Rabbis quickly decided on a
plan: they withdrew their children
from the Yeshiva and taught them
themselves.

1YY oy .2 YT I8 DYvIncn
PIRNYI R WA 20 BT IR
DTN TINON YRIBRDBY 1T 11D Snsn
50 N .vmwux 720w PR O
PRT DOR IR YD oTIN-TInsn
DY :'m WNYs 1R awn

JNDOYRADN

PR DTSR W v oty
1D 8 ,iN3 D3TasMy 37 1A
N3 OKRAYI M 1aND DNV M
SRIR) SMD DVSWIT — QWD a
TIRNDID BONIBRT 1D 137 T
PUINIART D NADIN Aﬁanm
NE NN PR OOSRBIYIME WINNIN)
(PIND YIN2SR/T SYTan waTn nta
25 YBYIN) DISAPINT 11NID N
PPN P (L) ,DPINTD W
PhAxY /M nawy, PR OINNY ppw
IR DWW M DIYOE'MD IR LINON
IWAPT 3T NN DRI ANR
DY NN DIND N BRI NN BN
290 DD WD T LIPSV 1ann
W) PITY IR SRR L pnran
=5ha Pt MBI 13N YIBYR
DRy oMmER ‘1 a0 ,OPEN
QY Y3Y 290 WIWNIR TYT) S
(RIPTTINDPT (NDIROBR IR PIDYEY
SR WT) 5703 D/INRONRWOR 2971
IR (IRORTDDR .0 INBR W
WPy nanmoya 4 R IN
DR O37 PDY'R) TOYEAnYY DWYS
SROW J/NIND WIVDND BDIR,,
29 PPIBYIN) WHYID e N
anapYMYy nay  L(OPsnNa N
PR 39 QIND TIYEYR 127 WIDYR)
aPHYIR)  PRSOSND Dbwm L(iNady
PR OSREYRIMB IR VY0 SpDTINGT
yioMe AN oM (0”n R
MR YWwayn N N3 ipoRn
U AN DY33T YT PR OLNTS PN
SDYIIN TINT O : 12 NNY IR T
Ras Al AN AT | BAL IS R AR BV oLt 13
MDY BIYoY 1MOR ANt NN
WP PYMIEN D M BN
PIZINVD ™ PR P13

SOND T IND SD2N IONT DT DY
D' T fann ey yena

— 14 —



THE CIRCLE AND ITS
QUARTERS

What was to be done with the
Yeshivah children of the
business men? The Rabbis de-
cided as follows: One of them
would teach the children of the
Rabbis, and—since a candle will
give light for a hundred people
as well as for a single person —
at the same time the other children
would listen to the lesson. There
thus came into being at Rabbi
Rubenstein’s- home in South Chi-
cago, a long ways from the then
Jewish neighborhood, a small
Yeshiva with a big program. In
comparison to the number of stu-
dents in Etz Chaim, the little
Yeshiva in Rabbi Rubenstein’s
home should have been termed
a sort of “study circle,” such as
were common in the Torah cen-
ters of the ”old country.” The
boys actually lived at Rabbi Ru-
benstein’s home — they ate and
slept there. They did not care to
waste whole hours traveling daily
from their homes all the way to
South Chicago. Furthermore,
traveling up and back daily would
have cost a sizeable sum. The
best way, truly, was for the
‘“circle” to eat and sleep at the
place of study. As far as expenses
were concerned, the reckoning
was as follows: It was not proper
to charge for sleeping. The in-
structor had to pay his rent any-
way. For the same money the
“circle” could sleep there also.
The only item which would cost
money was food. Well, let it
cost something! Tuition fees are
a legitimate expense, yet the in-
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structor does mnot charge any
tuition. Wherein is eating more
important than studying Torah?

It seems, however, that the
reckoning did not square with
actuality. There was no lack of
Torah at the instructor’s but food
was really lacking. For the first
few week the Rabbi’s wife man-
aged to prepare food for the
“cirele,” but later it became more
and more difficult, and the “circle”
had to seek its board elsewhere.
The two Rabbis decided that in-
stead of having the eight pupils
travel to the instructor’s, the in-
structor would go to them. How
was this to be done? Very simple!
They would get a place in the
neighborhood where the boys’
parents lived, the “circle” would
study there, and the boys would
be able to stay with their parents.
There remained only to provide
lodging for the instructor’s two
boys — quite obviously it is easier
to provide for two than for eight.
There was really nothing to dis-
cuss. This was the best way, and
it was to be done.

NEW QUARTERS, MONEY AND
A NAME, BETH MEDRASH LE-
RABONIM

When it came to carrying this
out, however, it was not as easy
as had been supposed. It seemed
a mere trifle to find a place in
some synagogue where the Rabbi
and his “cirele” could study, yet
it was not to be found. “We would
not think of taking a new syna-
gogue which cost ‘millions’ and
turn it into a ‘free for all’”’—
so argued the synagogue mem-
bers. The ‘“circle” had some sort
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of ‘“‘connection’” with the ‘“Ansha
Knesses Israel”. The Rabbi’s
young son studied with the ‘circle.’
They accordingly had a better

chance here than with any
other synagogue. The Rabbi
talked it over with them, and

the Yeshiva moved over to the
office of the Anshe Knesses Israel.
For a few months Rabbi Epstein
taught them, and his wife cooked
dinner for them. Afterwards,
Rabbi Rubenstein traveled from
his home in South Chicago and
taught the Dboys, and they
really studied with great
diligence. Only one thing did
the “‘circle” lack as time went
by — money. America is a
“business” country. A little boy
sells papers and earns $5 or $6
a week; a youth, a student, earns
more. Now if a boy devotes all
his time to Torah, he is certainly
entitled to receive a weekly sti-
pend. “We should not permit
a Yeshiva student to undergo the
trial of losing money in a land
like America where ‘money talks’
— thus decided the officers of the
”cirele.” Further, they said, the
instructor is in no wise obligated
to spend his own car-fare and
teach the ‘“circle” daily
without any tuition fees. The
officers came to the conclusion
that it was necessary to have
money for the support and de-
velopment of the ‘“circle.” One
day during Hol Hamoed Sucoth
(1916) the officers gathered in
Rabbi Ephraim Epstein’s Sucah
and decided that the ‘‘circle”
should declare itself an indepen-
dent Torah institution, on a higher
level than Etz Chaim, and should
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Chicago Jewry for
financial support. The name for
the institution would be ‘“Beth
Medrash Lerabonim.” It mattered
not that there were only ten stu-
dents. Every worthwhile under-
taking among Jews starts off very
modestly, and with God’s help it
grows bigger and bigger.

At this time it occured that in
the synagogue where the boys
studied some “standers” were
broken. They had fallen down
and broken a leg. The sexton
declared that “standers” do not
fall by themselves, “standers fall
only when some one throws them
down. And when they are broken
that shows that they were not
merely upset but were violently
thrown around. And this was
done,” he said, “by none other
than the Yeshiva students.” The
members began to cry out that
“the synagogue was being de-
molished.” “They’ll break it into
bits.” “If we want to save the
synagogue from destruction, the
Yeshiva must move out.”

The upshot was that the Yeshi-
va moved out of the “Anshe
Knesses Israel.” With the per-
mission of Dov Ber Morris, pre-
sident of the Grenshaw Talmud
Torah, which belonged to the
synagogue and to Shaare Torah,
the Beth Medrash Lerabonim
moved over there on the top floor,
which was vacant. On the inside
(but not on the outside) they had
a sign with large letters ‘“Hechal
Yeshiva,” and they even had an
office there. In the course of
time the number of students in-
creased to twenty, among them
a few excellent students from
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Lithuania, who came here by way
of Japan, and also a few older
students of Etz Chaim. The stu-
dents received their weekly sti-
pends regularly. In addition to
Rabbi Rubenstein there were two
other instructors, in Talmud Rabbi
Winograd and Rabbi Sillman, and
Leb Levin taught other subjects.
The instructors were paid sala-
ries, and the budget, $5,000 a
year, was raised by the Rabbis.

“ETZ CHAIM” BECAME
JEALOUS

In the city it was said that “Etz
Chaim” was a business-muen’s
Yeshiva, and ‘“Beth Medrash Le-

rabonim’” was a rabbinical ac-
complishment. The supporters of
“Etz Chaim” were somewhat
irked.

When the officers of Etz Chaim
felt that their Yeshiva was well
enough recognized to attract stu-
dents of the Talmud Torahs and
financial support from the busi-
ness men, they began to maintain
that it was not necessary to have
any Yeshiva other than Etz Chaim.
If there were “some older boys
who needed a bit more Gemorrah,
there could be a class for them
in Etz Chaim.” Their claim was
strengthened when the Jewish
neighborhood, where the Yeshiva
was located, began to empty out,
and the Yeshiva opened a branch
at Douglas and Homan, in the
same neighborhood in which was
the Beth Medrash Lerabonim.
The officers of Etz Chaim con-
sidered the Beth Medrash Lera-
bonim as a competitor. There
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was a repetition of the old quarrel
that the Yeshiva leaders years ago
engaged in with the Ridvazists,
but with greater fury and venom.

YESHIVATH RABBI ISAAC
ELCHANAN AND BETH MED-
RASH LERABONIM

In its struggle with Beth Med-
rash Lerabonim Etz Chaim with
Rabbi Album at its head haa on
its side two powerful allies who
did not want the Beth Medrash
Lerabonim to go on. One was
the local orthodox paper under
its new editor, and the other was
the Isaac Elchanan Yeshiva of
New York. The situation was
such that the officers of Etz Chaim
did not themselves have to carry
on the struggle — there was some-
one to do that without them.
And the motive behind the struggle
was more than a matter of leader-
ship. The Isaac Elchanan Yeshiva
held that no Torah institution in
America other than itself should
ordain Rabbis. For that reason
it could not tolerate a Yeshiva
with the name “Beth Medrash
Lerabonim.”

The name played a very im-
portant role. There were Yeshi-
vas in other cities, some not far
from New York, but none of them
had aroused the ire of the Isaac
Elchanan Yeshiva as the ‘“circle”
in Chicago had done. This was
because no other Yeshiva called
itself “Beth Medrash Lerabonim’
— a Yeshiva where one studies
to become a Rabbi.

Actually in the beginning the
name was entirely accidental. It
is understood that later when the
Torah-institution in  question
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grew, the name was no longer an
accident. Then everybody ag-
reed that the mname ,,Beth
Medrash Lerabonim’” was quite
suited to such an advanced re-
ligious school, and the Isaac El-
chanan Yeshiva (New York) re-
cognizing the authority of the
Chicago Torah center, engaged
in a series of debates with it.

All this took place later. In
the beginning, however, the
founders of the Beth Medrash
Lerabonim had no special in-
tention concerning the name that
should be of any concern at all
to the Isaac Elelfanan Yeshiva,
and certainly did not mean,
heaven forbid, to deprecate its
worth.

When the Rabbis sat in the
Sucah on Hol Homoed Sucoth
(1916) and sought a name for

their “circle,” there was suggested
along with other names that of
Beth Medrash Lerabonim. Truth
to say the Rabbis accepted the
name, but they felt rather dubious
about it. In the place where the
“circle” studied there still re-
mained the sign ‘“Yeshiva palace”
(every one may call his home a
“palace”). This fact, as all other
incidents in the developments of
the present recognized advanced
institution for Torah, is an indi-
cation that the founders were not
only careful in their doings, but
that they dared not take a for-
ward step unless circumstances
forced them to. Against strong
opposition did the Torah in-
stitution climb to its present
height. The outward press from
the opposition cemented the will
of the Rabbis, (Rabbi Green-
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berg, Rabbi Siiver, Rabbi Mush-
kin, Rabbi E. Epstein, Rabbi
Cardon and Rabbi Rubenstein.)

VICTORY AND UNION OF “ETZ

CHAIM” WITH “BETH MED-

RASH LERABONIM” AND BETH

MEDRASH LATORAH BECOMES
THEIR NAME

With a solemn ceremony (‘“Kab-
bolas Kinyam’” with Rabbi Car-
don’s handkerchief) they re-
solved with tears in their eyes
that no one of them would de-
sert the “front” in the battle for
Torah, until the glorious triumph
would be attained. And so it
was with the development of its
curriculum, In the face of cease-
less opposition this advanced
Torah institution found the golden
mean for God and humanity.

In 1920 there took place the
union of Etz Chaim with the Beth
Medrash Lerabonim. On Monday
March 1 the lot on which the pre-
sent building stands was pur-
chased for $17,000. They had
$6.000 from the sale of the Etz
Chaim building at 100 Johnson
Street, $2,000 was raised thru
donations, and the balance was
guaranteed by Shlome Levin,
then president of the Etz Chaim.
The lot was made over in his
name until the balance should be
paid.

With this union there came to
a close one phase in the rise of
the Torah institution — it had
secured the recognition of the
city. What was the attitude of
the local orthodox paper, the
Courier? In an editorial on March
7, 1920 there appears “In Chi-
cago we have two Yeshivas, Etz
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Chaim and Beth Medrash Lera-
bonim, where study is carried on
diligently. Loecal Yeshivas are
supported by their own commu-
nities but the central Isaac EI-
chanan Yeshiva must be supported
by the entire American Jewry.”
From these lines we can see the
attitude of the paper. It still
talks of ‘“two” Yeshivas. (That
was also the wording of the
paper’s news items on February
19 and March 3 which reported
the purchase of the lot on which

the building now stands.) And
it is also noted that the “two”
Yeshivas are merely local and

have no central influence.

That was the issue between the
newspaper editor and the Rabbis
who supported the  Yeshiva.
Neither of the opposing parties
was lacking in sharp words to
argue with the enemy. In the
end the Rabbis won out, but to
appease the other side it was
agreed to call the institution
“Beth Medrash Latorah,” in which
are housed the Beth Medrash Le-
rabonim with the Etz Chaim
Yeshiva as a preparatory depart-
ment.

After the controversy was set-
tled, the Jewish Daily Courier
along with its publisher, M. Ph.
Ginsburg, became the wholeheart-
ed supporters of the Hebrew Theo-
ological College. The mnewspaper
has remained one of the prime
factors in the rise of the institu-
tion to its present high position.
The aid of the Jewish Daily Cou-
rier has always been all-embrac-
ing and sincere conclusive evi-
dence of its honest intentions even
when it was in the camp of the
opposition.

Among the Jewish-English week-
lies the Jewish Chronicle (pub-
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lished and edited by Hymen L.
Meites) excelled in its devoted
support of the Hebrew Theologi-

cal College.

Rabbi Saul Silber, president of
the Hebrew Theological College
and actively responsible for its
leadership, emphasizes greatly the
value of the support of the press
as described above.

START BUILDING THE PRE-
SENT FINE QUARTERS

Only then when peace was
made with the newspaper editor,
and the united Yeshiva-front was
strengthened, .did they betake
themselves to building the pre-
sent structure. Mr. Eisenstein
was in charge of the contracting.
This resulted in a saving of $25,-
000 in the cost of the building,
and Ben Zion Laserowitz busied
himself with the task of gathering
funds.

On Hol Hamoed Sucoth, 1921,
the cornerstone was laid. The en-
tire treasury consisted of $2,000,
donated by Ben Zion Laserowitz.
But they started to build, the
community donated money for
the building, and the Yeshiva al-
ready had enough for its expenses
during the year in which the
building was being put up. The
building cost $120,000, and the
mortgage was only $35,000. On
Hol Hamoed Sucoth 5682 (1922)
the dedication of the building was
celebrated wunder the chairman-
ship of Joshua Ginsburg. The
celebration lasted for two weeks.
Thousands of people brought
donations, and that together with
the proceeds of a bazaar brought
$10,000 into the treasury. This
was a good start to insure the
yearly budget, which then totaled

DSKR //0vn Py, N2 tn //pnand
120D

D WY, YT PR DYTON)
awn o ayayIDnaR e T
SDMBNN 1N NNV ATaNN Sp
P DY, 1D SYBY nopwy
PBIYOND 1PN T % NS
DRIV IPNYY AADMY YT IR N
ISYONI 1IN TDIMIND LIYOPIINTIND
J77nS waan R, DT N2

NP WRYTIR T, PR OIRT DI
DVITIWANR 1P TN 1IN YOR 1T,
N L IONDPRD YHDPMIINY YT (MY
SIRTITIN 0N YT MO0 pawT
£ 1 9% DITTINYT DR DORDE
“NY aYT DD YWY YT LT WD
DY N DWOMION vTIVBE IR D
SIN MYDDINY N DD INDYI BN
I TNR DIMNND DNT LBMDIAMINYa
IO DR AN DD, DY
B INY INT TN YORSTY
SN PDYINS TIN DYDIINDIN YNIN
TVANS DMT DN YN Y DN NP
LSRR LY

TOYAYR DBIRTYY NI TN BN Y
DYT 1D BMPIWIYIPI YT N Ly
T OINN UPND IR TR (MmN
INIVH YIRSHREWOSYINY T DITIRY
TORIIND PPOUNDDYT YT) DI PR
YN — (DD IR AR a5
SIPT YT N Y IR TN
LORDYINTTTIN DT 1D BIvaD

SYTYD YBDISHIRININIRD ST
SINY 290 hnS weTn na, 1B
YDIINT T DURBE DINHBRI YA
D DERPNINID YT M L, HERYNIND
TP YDYIB MR 0IIYTRYTIN YT
T 7OPNINTP NI, YT BBENR
INDYT AVAYIDNTIN T INBPRTIYY Y
JNDYOR TP BN WA Dytrn 5
TN YMNYI IO DM HIINYYIDNIN
LORBYINTTNN DY A5

TR BYT YD 8 pawe»
g0 v
PINTDTIANY  UBPIIMIND YT
W OMRINNYI DPILDYERD DR
IPWRIN DOYT IYND Y IBXRIDYNY
SPIDNN DRI IIDPIVIIR DPYON L1h33
2018 DN DNYY) 1YMA 1NN YDRE
25,000 by a9 hboxpys oyd
DR PHNIRIPIND 1133 1IN (INORYT

DM 1DRE 1DNOYINIIN
(1921) X790 N19D, B NN

o e g e e



about $15,000 and towards which
they had only $6,000, which the
“Federated Charities’”” paid an-
nually to Etz Chaim. Among the
later large donations later on
were $6,000 from Nathan Fox,
$3,000 from Mrs. Bernstein in
memory of her deceased huysband,
Louis, and $3,000 from B. Cohen,
(Grand Rapids, Mich.) who was
influenced to do this by Rabbi
Silver.

At that time there studied in
the Beth Medrash Latorah 175
pupils, among them 35 from the
Beth Medrash Lerabonim. The
first directors were: N, H. Bolotin,
A. Blumenthal, A. M. Goldberg, D.
Gortchakoff, Rlabbi Saul Silver,
B. Laserowitz, S. Levin, Rabbi
Mushkin, Rabbi Ephraim Epstein,
Rabbi Ezriel Epstein, S. P. Platt,
Rabbi Cardon, I. Rabuchin, A. G.
Schulman, I. Schechtman, S. I.
Shapiro and Rabbi J. Greenberg,
principal, and M. Perlstein, sec’y.

Here this Torah institution
ended its second phase. From the
“red book” (a constitution which
happened to be bound in red
covers, in which there was a pro-
vision that a Jew who desecrated
the Sabbath could not become a
member of the board of directors
of the Yeshiva) the Beth Medrash
Latorah became that which it
should have become, a Iladder
whose rungs lead the students to
ordination and to a knowledge of
Jewish culture in the spirit of
traditional  religious  Judaism.
Graduates also of secular univer-
sities, the ordained Rabbis of the
Beth Medrash Latorah are fit
spiritual leaders for the young
as well as for the old. The same
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fundamental principles were fol-
lowed in preparing men and
women teachers for the Talmud
Torahs, (a department which was
later eliminated), and in the
whole educational program for
the hundreds of pupils who cared
not to be Rabbis or teachers but
who wanted to remain Jews in
America.

GREAT GROWTH OF THE
TORAH INSTITUTION

Rabbi Saul Silber, president
of the Beth Medrash YTatorah
since 1922, undertook to carry
out this great task. Thanks to
his organizing ability and par-
liamentary methods, and also to
the liberal leanings of the princi-
pal, Rabbi Jacob Greenberg, this
institution for Torah and Scholar-
ship developed to its present well-
deserved greatness. Special de-
partments for ‘“Jewish science”
are started from time to time,
under such recognized scholars as
Dr. Abraham Schechter, Dr. Meyer
Waxman and Dr. B. M. Levin.
There is engaged as the Chief
Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Nissan Yab-
lonsky, of blessed memory, form-
erly Rosh Yeshiva in Slabodka
during the time of the German
occupation. His successor was
Rabbi Chaim Itzchak Korb (1928).

Students come to the Yeshiva
from  Europe, America, and
Canada. The students receive
monthly stipents ranging from
$15.00 to $50.00. The budget
becomes $50,000 a year. The
institution starts (1923) sending
collectors thruout the country,
who raise one-fifth of the budget,
and directors in Chicago do ex-
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cellent work for the good of this
Torah institution. Various auxili-
aries are organized (‘“Beth Med-
rash Latorah,” “Gan Shmuel” (in
memory of Rabbi B. Z. Margolin’s
son Samuel), “Lawndale Women
of B. M. L.”, “Lazecher Abraham

Blumberg’’, “Machazike Torah”,
“Malbish Arumim”, “A. B. A.
Juniors” and the ‘‘Sustenance

League”). A student loan-fund
was organized, to advance money
to the boys on the monthly sti-
pends they received from the
Yeshiva. Mrs. Sarah Aaronson
gave the first $200 for the fund
and Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Shimon
Silber gave $500. In time it grew
to $2,000. A thousand loans
amounting to $10.000 were made.

According to the 1929 report,
the number of students was 400,
among whom were 13 from
Canada, 1 from Cuba, 3 from
Lithuania, 3 from Palestine, 1
from Poland, 1 from Switzerland.
1 from Czecho-Slovakia and 56
from various states in America,
from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
At that time the Beth Medrash
Latorah had a membership of
11,429, an income of over $109,-
000 and expenditures in excess
of $111,000. In that year they
also began to build a home for
the thousands and thousands of
book in various langagues dealing
with -Jewish literature, which had
been collected in the Yeshiva.
Among them are some rare books
which are not to be had any place
else. It is a wonderful library.
It is necessary to have a home
for it — if not the rare treasure
will become worthless. It was
also necessary to have more class
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rooms for the increasing number
of students. Rabbi Silber called

a meeting, and a banquet
was held in the home of
I. Balaban. In one evening more

than $100,000 was raised for the
purpose. Barney Balaban (in-
cidentally he donated $30,000)
was chairman of the undertaking,
and they started to erect a $200,-
000 structure, a beautiful library
which is among the very few of

its kind in Jewish America. The
building was put up, but they
were not able to finish it. The

depression came along and put
a stop to it. Now that times are
improving, the loyal workers hope
that Jewry will complete the li-
brary building.

The ecrisis also had its effect
on the loan fund treasury. But
in this connection the problem was
solved. In 1930 the Yeshiva
opened a restaurant where the
students eat three meals daily.
The supervisor of the restaurant
is Jacob Bitensky.

VERY IMPORTANT

If there are doubters in the
camp of Orthodox Jewry who
wonder with sorrow-laden eyes if
there will be a perpetuation of
traditional Judaism in America
— let them be led, these doub-
ters, by the hand to the shining
tower of Torah. Beth Medrash
Latorah, and let there be opened
for them its record-book, the
history of its origin and growth,
and let us speak to them in this
wise:

“In a time of heavy dark-
ness and black ignorance, a few
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Jewish people, poor and alone but
steadfast and courageous faced
the chaotic conditions that existed
and with a strong desire for ‘let
there be light” they began and
brought to completion a source
of Torah for traditional Jews here
and everywhere.”

A few decades of intensive
work on the part of a few people
— and what is the result? Over
a thousand young Jewish souls
have armed themselves in the Beth
Medrash Latorah with Jewish
knowledge, heart and strength,
and they become the active work-
ers in American Jewry. They
create mnot only the atmosphere
of the traditional-Jewish existence
but also the perpetuation of this
existence. At the head of this
spiritually armed battalion march
the young Rabbis, ordained by
the Beth Medrash Latorah, uni-
versity graduates. In their re-
spective communities in America
and Canada they toil in the spirit
of the “light of the Torah” and
with aid of secular knowledge to
win over the minds and hearts
of both the young and old in
American Jewry. Unceasingly,
without a pause there is created
day in, day out the whole com-
munity.

There is no room for a doubter.
There is a place for those who
say ‘“no” and for those who say
“yes.”” Those who say “yes” are
now being put to the test, to show
thru active cooperation with the
Beth Medrash Latorah how fast
they cling to the eternal ways
of Judaism.
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RABBI SAUL SILBER
President

Born 1881 in Alexandrovsky,
Kovno, Lithuania, to Aaron Michel
and Minna Deborah (Shur) Silber.
At age of 3 his parents moved
to Dvinsk, where he studied in
the Yeshivas under supervision of
Rabbi Yomtov Lipman and Rabbi
Nohum Feferman till 17. From
17 to 20 he studied in the Lieder
Yeshiva under the personal super-
vision of Rabbi Isaac Jacob Reines,
who influenced him strongly.
Torah, the Rabbinate, communal
work — these became the way
in life — the life task for his
national-social activities.

Came to America 1900. Married
1903 Sarah Kaplan, New York,
who bore two children, Esther and
Herzl. His first position as spir-
itual leader was in Columbus, O.
and Youngstown O., where he
already displayed his great speak-
ing ability and his desire to work
for Jews and Judaism. 1911 he
delivered his first sermon in Anshe
Sholom Synagogue, and thence-
forth he became in fact the tribune
of Orthodox Jewry. There is no
national - communal undertaking
(in the spirit of traditional Juda-
ism) in which he is not an active
leader. The Beth Medrash La-
torah, of which he has been pres.
gince 1922, is the crowning glory
of his work. His lectures in homi-
letiecs are a fine example for the
rabbinical students. He 1is the
guiding spirit of the Torah in-
stitution. He is written up in
detail in the history (Sefer
Hazikoron) of Anshe Sholom, in
which he has a lifetime rabbinical
contract.
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RABBI JACOB GREENBERG
Dean of the College

Born (5639)
to his parents
Solomon and Bei-
la (Yanvitz)
Greenberg, in
Antopoly, Grod-
no, Poland. His
father was a
lumber merchant
and a great Tal-
mudical scholar. p
At 12 young Greenberg studied
by himself, greatly mﬁu_enced by
Rabbi Hirsch Rabinovitz, well
versed in mathematics and astro-
nomy. Ordained at 18. Well
versed in Hebrew and Russjan
literature, specialized in physies.
Studied 2 years under the Gaonim
David Karliner, Chaim Busker,
Elya Pruziner, Zalman Sender
Maltscher.

In 5660 he married Esther,
daughter of Aaron Samuel of
Pinsk, became a “Porush” for 3
months in Kovno, and was or-
dained by Rabbi Herschel Kovner
and Rabbi Moses Slabodker. Went
to Germany, Mitweide, Saxony,
for 4 years studied electrical and
mechanical engineering in the
famous polytechnic, also attended
the polytechnic in Karto and
Stutgart, and practiced in Chem-

nitz, Saxony.

Came to Chicago (1905), work-
ed for Western Electric and the
Edison Company. Quit because
of Shabbos. Did not wish to be
a practicing Rabbi and devoted
his scholarship to Jewish educa-
tion. Became dean of Beth Med-
rash Latorah. Original thinker
and mathematician, especially
intersted in Einstein’s theory.
Published “Porashath Hamoadim”

and other works. He has 3 sons
Isaac, Louis and Moses.
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RABBI EPHRAIM EPSTEIN

Born 5636 to Rabbi Zvi Chaim
and Beila-Chanah (Bakst) Ep-
stein. Father student of Joseph-
Ber, author of manusecript in Hal-
acha and homileties. Brother
Moses Mordecai was Rosh Haya-
shiva in Slabodka and Hebron.

Married 5662 Hannah, daughter
of Israel Isrolovitch, leader of
community in Plungian, Lithuania.
Studied in Yeshivas of Mir, Sla-
bodka, ete. Ordained (5664) by
Elya-Boruch Camay, Yechiel Ep-
stein and Isaac Jacob Reines.

5669 (1909) came to America.
Since 1910 Rabbi of Anshe Knes-
ses Israel, Russian Congregation,
Chicago. Former vice-president
of Agudath Horabonim of Am. &
Can. and of Central Relief. Mem-
ber of 1st and 2nd Jewish Con-
gress and Mizrachi Executive.
Former chairman of Chicago Vaad
Hachinuch and Vaad Hayeshivoth.
Member of presidium of Misrod
and Mercoz Horabonim. Former
member of board of directors of
Federated Charities, etec.

Children: Rabbi Harry Epstein,
“Ahavas Achim’ congregation, At-
lanta, Ga.; Simon, Manuel, Ann
and Sylvia.

In 1929 his son, David, was
martyred while studying, together
with 24 other students of the He-
brew Yeshiva.
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RABBI CHAIM 1. KORB

Member of Faculty

Born 1874 in Piltin, Courland,
where his father Rabbi Saul
taught class in Talmud for youths.
At 16 attended Rabbi Leizer’s
class in Telz. Studied there with
distinction for 3 years. Spent one
year in Torah debating with Rabbi
Meir Simcha Dvinsker.

In 5656 married Leah Miriam,
daughter of Rabbi Moses I. Rab-
bin, author of rabbinical books
and a manusceript on Cabola.
Ordained with title ,,Hagaon” by
Rabbi Itzl Ponevezer, and took
over his father-in-law’s position,
Rabbi in Palangin, Lithuania
After evacuation during war
(1914) Rabbi in Pawlograd,
Ukrainia. During Kerensky re-
gime, the wealthy Babrosker Rabbi
Gotz  (Visotzsky’s son-in-law)
wanted to found a Yeshiva with
Rabbi Korb as its head, but at
end of war the Jews returned
to Lithuania and Rabbi XKorb
became Rabbi in Zager for 4
years. Elected Rabbi in Beth
Medrash Hagodol of Harlem, then
one of the finest congregations
in New York. There he published
first volume of his great Rabbi-
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nical book “Nesivoth Chaim”, of
which subsequent volumes are
ready for publication.

In 5688 he was called to be
head of Talmudical department of
the Beth Medrash Latorah, where
in addition to daily lectures in

Talmud and Codes, he delivers
a weekly Pilpul for the two highest

classes.
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RABBI CHAIM ZVI HALEVI

RUBINSTEIN
Member of Faculty

Born 5635 to Israel and Denah,
Slonim, Poland. Studied in Slonim
and Valozin under “Hanaziv’’ and
Rabbi Chaim Brisker. Ordained
in Valozin at 20. One year later
married Zarah, daughter of Asher
Cohen, famous Rabbinical family
in Lithuania and Poland. Rabbi
Zadok Cohen of Lublin was her
uncle.

Went to Palestine, where he
was Rosh Yeshiva in Etz Chaim
(Jerusalem) for 5 years and
principal of Talmud Torah and
Yeshivath Shaare Torah (Jaffa)
for 13 years. Came to Chicago
1912 and served as Rabbi in South
Chicago (8 years).

First founder of the study
circle which developed into Beth
Medrash Lerabonim, now Beth
Medrash Latorah. Since 1921
Rabbi in Shaare Tefilah B’nai
Reuben, and Rosh Yeshiva in
Beth Medrash Latorah.

Children — Judith, married to
M. Silverman, principal Marks
Nathan Home; Rachel married to
Rabbi Schochet. teacher Marks
Nathan Home; Rabbi Zadok, Mil-
waukee; Rabbi Isaac Avigdor; and
Samuel, business man,
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RABBI CHAIM DAVID
REGENSBERG

Member of Faculty

Born 1895 in Zambrova, Pol.
Descendant of illustrious family.
“Baal Halevushim”, ‘“Chacham
Zevi”, Knesses Yechezkel”, ete.
His father Rabbi Dov Menahem,
Zambrova Rabbi, considered one
of leading men of his generation.
His mother, Sheina Mindel, was
the daughter of famous Rabbi
Yum-Tov Lipman Chaim Cohen,
Rabbi in Zambrov and Lomza.

Studied in Yeshivoth of ‘“Cho-
fetz Chaim’, Telz and Slabodka.
Ordained (at 20) by Rabbi Moses
Mordecai Epstein and the Lomza
Rabbi, Yehuda Leib Gordin.

In 1916 (still a youth) he
founded a Yeshiva in Zambrova,
which still exists today. He and
his brother - in - law, Shnadover
Rabbi, A. J. Kleppish, were the
instructors and the principal was
Samuel Finkel, son of Nathan
Hirsch, founder and principal of
Slobodka Yeshiva.

In 1920 married daughter of
above-mentioned Lomzar Goen,
(Chicago), Masha, versed in
languages. Went to Germony and
studied in universities of Berlin
and Giessen.

Came to Chicago in 1922 and
helped found Misrad Horabonim.
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In 1923 became instructor in
Codes in Beth Medrash Latorah.
In 1929 received M. A. from
University of Chicago. He pub-
lished his scientific-Talmudic re-
searches in ‘“Ohel Moed”, “De-
gel Hatorah” and “Sentinel”.

He has two children, Sarah and
Aaron.
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RABBI ZELIG STARR

Member of Faculty
Born (1896) to his parents

David and Gute (Feldman) Starr
in Yanaveh, near Pinsk, Poland.
They were descendants of a well
known Rabbinical family.

In his early years he studied at
Navaradak and Telz. At 17 he
came to Slobodka Yeshiva “Knes-
ses Israel”.

In 1921 ordained by Rabbi
Moses Mordecai Epstein and by
Rabbi Solomon David Cahana
(Warsaw).

Came to Chicago in same year.
Immediately became member of
faculty of Beth Medrash Latorah.
At same time he pursued his se-
cular studies at University of
Chicago and received degrees of
Ph. B. and M. A. ' Wrote dis-
sertation in English history.

In 1924 married Pearl Cohen,
an active social worker.

In 1931 elected Rabbi of “Am
Olam”, 8006 Cottage Grove Ave.,
Chicago.

His scholarly article in English
,,Historical ‘and present day Juda-
ism”, is published in the Ohel
Moed.

He has two children: Jean and
Rashelle.
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DR. MEYER WAXMAN
Member of Faculty

Born in Slutzk. Son of Mor-
decai and Sarah, was educated in
Yeshives among them the Yeshiva
of Mir, and received Rabbinical
ordination at the age of 19 from

the Rabbi of Lilian. In 1905 he
came to this country and began
his literary activity both as cor-
respondent for the “Hazman” of
Vilna and writer in the N. Y.
Hebrew weekly ‘“Haleom.” He
received the degrees of B. A. from
N. Y. University in 1911 and that
of M. A, from Columbia in 1912
and that of Rabbi from the Jewish
Theological Seminary, New York,
1913. In 1916 he received his
Ph. D. from Columbia, his thesis
being “The Philosophy of Don
Hasdai Crescas’ published by the
Columbia University Press. From
19183—17 he was Rabbi of the
Jewish communities in Sioux City,
Ia. and Albany, N. Y.

From 1917—20 he was princi-
pal of the Mizrachi Teacher’s In-
stitute in N. Y. and from 1920—
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24 general secretary of the Miz-
rachi Organization of America.
In 1924 he became professor of
Bible, Jewish History and Philo-
sophy in the Hebrew Theological
College of Chicago. He is the
author of the following works:
por Dor U-Mechanchov Part I
(History of the Philosophy of
Education) ; Simeon ben Zoma;
Mishle Yisroel, an Encyclopedia
of Proverbs and quotations culled
from the entire Hebrew Litera-
ture in Hebrew; and “A History
of Jewish Literature,” in three
volumes in English, two of which
have already appeared and the
third is on press. He also con-
tributed many learned acticles to
the “Hadoar,” “The Haolam,”
“The Jewish Quarterly Review,”
‘““The National Encyclopedia and
to other leading periodicals.
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RABBI ABRAHAM E.
DR. ABRAMOWITZ
Member of Faculty

Born October 17, 1891, Jeru-
salem. Son of Rabbi Bernard
Abramowitz, Rabbi in New York
and St. Louis. Founder of Miz-
rachi Organization of America,
and Miriam Charlap. Graduated
as Rabbi in 1911, Pri Etz Chaim
Theological Seminary, Jerusalem.
Married, 1911 to Nechama, daugh-
ter of Rabbi Reuben Gotfred, Rab-
bi in Jerusalem. Three sons, Joel
Moishe, Raphael and Zerubabel.
Arrived in the United States in
1914. Matriculated at Lincoln
Jefferson University. Received
Bachelor of Theology 1919 and
Dr. of Theology 1920. Rabbi in
Roumanian Congregation, St.
Louis, 1914-15. Rabbi in Shreve-
port, La., 1915-18. Rabbi in Fort
Worth, Tex., 1919-22. Director of
Midwest Zionist Bureau in Chi-
cago, 1922-25. Director of Jew-
ish National Fund Bureau of
America, 1925-28. Rabbi B. M.
H. of Albany Park, Chicago, 1929-
33. At present, Rabbi Bnai Israel
of Austin Congregation, Chicago.
Active Zionist and communal
worker, member of Board of Di-
rectors and Executive Committee
of the Hebrew Theological Col-
lege, lecturer to the advance
classes and Homiletics at the Col-
lege. Author of “The Philosophy
of Religion” 1920, and “History
of the Jews in Babylonia,” in man-
uscript. Editor of the Jewish Mon-
itor, 1920-22, where many of the
Midrashim were translated by the
rabbi and published.
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DR. SAMUEL I. FEIGIN -~
Member of Faculty

Born in 1893, son of Nahum-
Joseph and Nihama-Henes, Krit-
chew, Mohilev, Russia. Studied
Yeshivaths of Mir, Radin, ete. Sub-
sequently began his general stu-
dies. From 1912-1916 he studied
at and was graduated from the
Teachers’ Seminary at Jerusalem.
After the war he taught at Jeru-
salem and studied religion, his-
tory, and Assyriology in the
American School of Archeology.

In 1920 he came to America,
and continued his studies in Assy-
riology, West Semitic languages,
and Biblical Criticsim. At Yale
University he was awarded two
scholarships and a fellowship. In
1923 he received his Ph. D. degree
(with a dissertation on “Early
Babylonian Legal Transactions
Dated in the Reign of Samsu-ilu-
na’’). He won the Tyer Fellow-
ship in Archeology of $1,000.
From 1928-1932 he taught at the
Hebrew Teachers’ Institute of
Pittsburgh, Pa. In 1932 he came
to the University of Chicago as
the Assyrian Dictionary Research
Assistant. At the Hebrew Theo-
logical College he is Professor of
Semitic philosophy (1934).

Since 1920 he has published 72
Hebrew articles (400 pages), 27
Yiddish articles (260 pages) and
15 English articles (120 pages) in
important journals in Palestine
and America. His manuscript
“Early Babylonian Contracts Dat-
ed in the Reign of Saman-iluna”
has 97 plates and 560 cunieform
contracts.
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RABBI ABRAHAM SCHULMAN
Member of Faculty

Born (5642) to his parents
Menaham Mendel and Minna
Schulman in Slutsk, Minsk, Russia.
His father, a great Talmudical
Scholar, and student of Rabbi
Joseph Ber, gave him good train-
ing in Torah and Haskalah, and
also his studies in the Lithuania
Yeshivas influenced the young
Schulman to make Jewish educa-
tion his life’s work.

At 18 he married Pearl,
daughter of Nathan Wagner, a
well known Jewish family, and in
5668 he became a teacher in
Aaronson’s Yeshiva in Kiev, and
he moved there in the higher
Jewish circles.

Because of the political devel-
opments in Russia he decided to
go to America with his wife and
children, William, Aaron and
Minna. Passing thru Keshiniev
(1920) he became instructor in
the “Mogen David” gymnasium,
under the supervision of Rabbi
Zirelson. In 1921 he was in-
structor at “Tachkimoni”, in
Antwerp, under Rabbi Emial.

He came to Chicago in 1922.
Since then he has been on the
faculty of the Beth Medrash La-
torah, teaching Bible, Grammar
and Hebrew language.

His journalistic articles are
published in Ohel Moed and in
the “Hamayon.”

98B "IN e nYa,, 11D SNIRD
LRV NN P1IDT N

ST OIVOPITN PRBDINISANE M
IR IR T STIN YR BTV 1)
N3ty

INDTI ONAN 9

oyt Na (2pan) anays
I IR ST pham v L pep
JLIRODYY DDID PRISD DN L IRnSY
TOON LTS YDNNN N YBRD D
BRI LS qYPYISD MY ADY 27 B
THN 1D NPT Nty oo
M7 DYTIDYS YT IR IR L 0own
NN DRI TANT M2 prnmd
PRYTIN TOND WY O IRDSW 13y oYy
S19827DI3YS 11 DOR DIPHRMYOY)
'35 na 5myb Y BRI AR 18 1y
PPOTIR YHDININD R VNN )
WL BDIN DR ODIN OmaRe
AN IR WY DINDION IR AYaps
YIYOYI YT PR DBIRT DIYPIND 1IN
REAER PR 20 £

DR IUYYRYY YRIIOKRE YT NI
B 1IRD 1Y Y BDISWRD TINSDYY
IR 1908 a8 9y IR Map P
PYTIINDOTNT  LNDYIYHN D
WAYS 9y oAy (1920) nnwyp
93T AYBIIN LT L, MOTNALNY IR
1921 R LINDSTY 2901 1B 21N
IBIYNBIR DN BN T 9y pboyby
JUON0onn,, PRI Bayn NN
ONMY 297 N paEY)
MIRPYWY 1D MY bmip 1922 1R
TIYE YOV 1T Y N OINT DI IR

e ]



SAMUEL SELIGMAN
Member of Faculty

Born in Most near Grodno.
Son of Baruch and Rachel
(Shapiro) Masovetzky, a promi-
nent grain merchant. Received
a strictly religious training in his
childhood at the home of his
uncle, famous Rabbi Chaim Leib
Stavisker. Studied in the Yeshi-
vahs of Lomza and Navahrdok.
Later came under the influence
of the Hebrew Pedagogical
Courses in Grodno and began his
earnest interest in Haskalah.

In 1905 Samuel Seligman comes
to Chicago. Passes elementary
and High School Courses and
finally graduates from the Uni-
versity of Chicago in 1917 with
the degree Ph. B. He then
passes the City examination asg
High School teacher and is sub-
sequently appointed teacher of
Hebrew, and lastly of Algebra
and Latin in the John Marshall
High School

In 1914, he was married to
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Reva, daughter of Eliezer Green-
span. Two children, Pninah and
Eliezer, were born of this union,
and were brought up in a modern
orthodox Hebrew manner.

In 1925 Mr. Seligman was also
appointed instructor of Hebrew
in the Hebrew Theological College.

Contributed to the Hal’om and
Hayom published in New York,
and is active in communal work.
Was president of the Atereth Zion
and is for many years teaching a
class in Talmud and Reader of the
Torah on Sabbaths.
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RABBI MORDECAI SCHULTZ
Member of Faculty

Born in 1903 in Luchowitz,
Minsk, Russia. At an early age he
entered the Yeshiva “Ohel Tara,”
Baranovitz, founded by the Gaon
“Chofetz Chaim.” He also studied
in the Yeshiva of the “Chofetz
Chaim” in Smilivitz headed by
Rabbi Elchman Wasserman.

In 1921 he came to Chicago and
completed his Rabbinic studies at
the Hebrew Theological College.
He was ordained and received his
Smicha from the late Lomzer
Gaon, Rabbi Gordon, in 1925. He
also graduated from the Univer-
sity of Chicago. In 1926 he mar-
ried Charlotte Paradise, the daugh-
ter of the well known Jonas Para-
dise of Chicago, a son Pennel Jo-
seph was born to them in 1928.
Rabbi Schultz occupied his first
pulpit in Congregation Bnai Israel
of Indiana Harbor, Ind., where he
was Rabbi for four years. In 1928
he was called to join the faculty
of the Hebrew Theological Col-
lege to teach Talmud and Bible in
the Yeshivath “Etz Chayim.” He
is also Rabbi of the Lawn Manor
Community Center of Chicago.
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MEMBERS OF FACULTY

RABRBI N. BARR

Born in Vilkovisk, Lithuania.
Studied in the Yeshivah of Myr
and in the “Kolel of Kovno”, in
Eishishok. It is more than thirty
years since he was ordained by
the late Rabbi Zundel. In 1929
he was appointed as instructor of

Talmud at the Yeshivah “Eitz
Chaim’ of the H. T. C.
RABBI H. KAPLAN
Born 1900 to Abrahm and

Esther Kaplan, Baranovitz Minsk.
Studied in Slobodka and in Jeru-
salem. Ordained as Rabbi 1925 by
Rabbi A. J. Kook and Rabbi M.
M. Epstein. Was accepted as
instructor of Talmud in Yeshivath
Etz Chaim of the H. T. C. in
Chicago. Received a College educa-
tion in Lewis Institute.

RABBI N. I. SAX

Born 1900 in Karklan, Lithu-
ania. Studied in Telz and in 1925
was ordained by Rabbi Joseph
Leib Bloch. Afterward he came
to Chicago and in 1926 was en-
gaged as instructor of Talmud in
Yeshivath “Etz Chaim” nof the
e iT% (Gl

He also studied in Lewis In-
stitute, Chicago, and since 1930
he is Rabbi of Congregation
“Anshe Cobrin”, Chicago.
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RABBI SAMUEL S. SIEGEL
Executive Director

Born (1893) in Uzda, Minsk,
Russia. Descendant of a famous
chassidic family. His great, great,
grandfather Simon, Parnas Hodesh
of Minsk; great grandfather Rabbi
Solomon Chapier, a pillar in the
founding of the Koidenover
rebbi’s dynasty. Grandfather,
Noah, teacher of Rabbi Joseph Ber
(in his youth). His father, Reb
Simon Schochet, until the age of
90 raised money to distribute
among the poor. Many wonders
are told of Reb Simon Uzdar’s
good deeds. His mother Zirel was
a kindly, pious woman.

Studied in Yeshivoth. Studied
music under the famous Cantors
Levinson, Birnbaum and Prof.
Rubenstein. At 16 received Kab-
bolah for Schchitah, with merit
in both theoretical and practical
aspects. Has a broad knowledge
of song and musical composition.
Author of valuable Hebrew manu-

al for music “Introduction to
Musie.”
1912 married Sarah Deborah,

daughter of Moses Chaim Magil-
ensky, descendant on her mother’s
side from the “Schach.” Came
to America in 1913. Rabbi in
prominent ecommunities. Publisher
and editor of Anglo-Jewish
Journal “Trumpet.” The “Light
of Israel” (orthodox weekly, New
York), cost him several thousand
dollars and much energy. Worker
for war relief, Jewish Congress
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and Hias. Executive director of
Kansas City, Mo., Hebrew Schools
and Institute, and since 1927 Ex-
ecutive Director of Beth Medrash
Latorah.

His children: Bessie, married
to Harry Semole, business man,
Zirel, Noah Zevi, Ann and Chaim
Mordecai.
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BENZION LAZER

Born Rosh Hashonah 1859
in Boytik, Kovno, Lithuania, to
Hirsch and Treina (after Vilna
Gaon’s mother). Her father Rabbi
Zalmon Schochet was son of Rabbi
Gershon, grandson of Rabbi Ab-
raham, Vilna Gaon’s brother.
Studied in Yeshivas. Received
Kabbolah for Schitah.

Purim 5649 m. Eithel Leah d.
of Hirsche of Kelm. At behest
of Leizeh Telzer, then Kelm Rabbi,
Benzion became Gabbai of the
Talmud Torah. 5651 he came to
America, with blessing of Reb
Leible Chosid ‘“he should toil for
the Torah and God would prosper
him.” So was it all his days.
President 12 years of Moses
Montifiora Talmud Torah, worker
for Etz Chaim, and one of builders
of Beth Medrash Latorah, Chicago
and his 1st President.

Visited Jerusalem (1914) and
founded study -circle, composed
of gifted students, 2 selected
by Rabbi I. Diskin from each of
the 6 Jerusalem Yeshivas. He
donated $500, and sent money
from America until outbreak of
war. Gabbai 20 years of Jerusalem
Orphan Home and of Meah
Shearim. Used to donate $100
monthly for the best students in
Slabodka. Treasurer of Beth
Medrash Latorah. Children —
Gabriel, George, Meyer, Hannoh,
Riva & Frieda.

Died 27th day of Ab. 1934, at
the age of 75.
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SIMON LEVIN

Was one of the pioneer Gemarah
teachers of the Yeshivath Etz
Chaim of Chicago. He served in
that capacity 22 years until his
decease on August 16, 1924, In
his honor and memory the Beth
Medrash La Torah adopted a Re-
solution to dedicate his classroom
in his name.

Born (1867) in Bootenn, Grod-
no, Poland son of Yitzchok Aryai
and Sarah. His father was a well
known Hebrew and Talmudic
scholar and teacher. Mr. Levin
acquired his Hebrew and Talmudic
education by attending his father’s
classes and later at the then well
known Yeshivah at Rozonoi. He
was also self-educated in Russian
and while serving in the Russian
army obtained the highest rank a
Jew was able to recieve in the then
Czarist days.

Mr. Levin was a well known
and distinguished Hebrew and
Talmudic teacher in Sventa-Volia
and Telechan, Minsk, Russia. He
came to America in 1900 and in
1906 brought his wife and then
nine year old son to Chicago. His
wife, Mollie, is the daughter of
Reb Sender and Beyleh Tzyrrel
Gottlieb. On her father’s side
Mrs. Levin is a grandchild of Ben-
yomin Zditover and on her moth-
er’s side of Shmuel Feivel Siemen-
ovitcher.

Their only son, I. Archer Levin,
is a prominent practicing attorney
in Chicago. President of the Etz
Chaim Alumni; Vice Pres., The
Decalogue Society of Lawyers of
Chicago, and active in Jewish so-
cial, communal and religious in-
stitutions. He acquired his Jew-
ish and Talmudic education from
his father and other teachers in
the Chicago Yeshivah.

Mr. Simon Levin was Gabai for
over ten years of Congr. Knesses
Israel. His only sister, Anna
Bromberg, is also active in Jewish
affairs,
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MOSES PERLSTEIN

Born 1860 to Benjamin and
Pesha-Ida, in Nesviz, Minsk, Rus-
sia. Studied in Yeshivas (Minsk,
Mir.) afterwards for himself in
Novoradak, where he also studied
Haskalah.

Married (1887) Rose, daughter
of Pinchas Silverman, a ‘“Chovev
Zion,” who came to America to
become a colonist and propagan-
dize for Jewish land settlement in
North Dakota.

Perlstein came to America with
his wife and child in 1887 and be-
came Hebrew teacher, till he en-
tered business and became suc-
cessful. For a while active part-
ner in Redelheim Matzos Co.

An idealistic Maskil in the old
country, he was first pioneer in
Chicago for Jewish education. Due
to his efforts the local orphan
home was founded, provided for
in the will of Marks Nathan, of
which he is an executor. He is
secretary of Beth Medrash Latorah
since its founding and principal
of Beth Rachel-Leah Talmud
Torah since 1924.

Children: Benjamin, Ida married
Dr. A. Levinson, Chicago, Jenny
married Dr. A. I. Levy, Pal;
Meyer former student of Beth
Medrash Latorah and now practic-
ing medicine in Chicago.
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JACOB BITENSKY

Son of Ber and Rosil of Motele,
district Grodno-Lithuania. Edue
cated and reared traditionally-
Jewish. In 1902 he married
Miryam Leah, daughter of Morde-
chai Ber and Anna Neiditz, a
known Chasidic family in Pinsk,
Lithuania-

In 1905, he came to Chicago,
and since then he is engaged in
business, and works for the wel-
fare of the community. Gabai of
Talmud Torah and ‘“Bikur-Cholim
of Jerusalem since 1918; National
Director of the Spivak Sanitarium,
Colorado, since 1911; Gabai of
the Yeshivath ‘“Chofetz Chaim”,
of Radin, Lithuania. Establisher
of the ‘“Motele” Congregation in
Chicago, and Gabai of its Chevro
“Shas” and Chevro Mikro since
1906. Affectionate worker for the
“Beth-Medrosh Latorah”, was the
first to donate to purchase ground
ffor its building on Douglas Boule-
vard, and governor of its House
and Restaurant committee. Mr.
and Mrs. Bitensky support all
the important institutions here and
abroad.
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JACOB KRAUS

Son of Noftoli Hertz and Roshe,
in Steike, near Orodishe, Minsk.
Reared in traditionally Jewish at-
mosphere. His father was acknow-
ledged citizen who possessed a fine
library of Jwiesh lore.

Until the agee of sixteen, Mr.
Kraus learned in the regional
schools and in the Minsk “Yishivi”.
At eighteen, he came to Chicago.
Here he soon became a member of
the Hebrew Literary Society ‘“Sofa
Brura”. At that time he became
engaged in the tobacco and cigar
business where he still remains a
recognized manufacturer in that
field. In 1897 he married Rebecea,
daughter of Pinchus and Broche
Silberman. She bore him five sons:
Harry, Meyer, Aaron, Paul, Albert
and a daughter Essie, who were
reared in the Jewish tradition —
learned Hebrew and pursued a gen-
eral cultural education. These
children were the first pupils of the
Lawndale First Progressive He-
brew School of which Mr. Kraus
was one of the early founders, =

Mr. Kraus is a director of the
Hebrew Theological College, Kehil-
ath Jacob Hebrew School and a
member of the executive of the
Zionist Organization, Hebrew So-
ciety, “Bnai Brith”, National Fund
and many other worthy ardent sup-
porter.

In 1929 Mr. and Mrs. Kraus vis-
ited Palestine.
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OFFICERS

Rabbi Saul Silber, President

Rabbi A. I. Cardon- Vice-president

Wm. Lavin, Vice-president

Samuel Levin, Vice-president

Rabbi E. R. Muskin, Vice-presi-
dent

Adolph Braude, Financial Secre-
tary

M. Perlstein, Recording Secretary

Samuel Broida, Treasurer.

Rabbi Jacob Greenberg, Dean

Rabbi Samuel S. Siegel, Executive
Director.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Rabbi A. Abramovitz, Jacob
Bitensky, Wolf Cohen, Alex Eisen-
stein, Rabbi Ephraim Epstein,
Samuel Ginsburg, M. T. Horwich,
Jacob Kraus, S. P. Platt, Adolph
Robin, Joseph Rolnick, D. M.
bin, M. Sevin, Max Shulman.
Chairman

DIRECTORATE

Ald. Jacob M. Arvey, Barney
Balaban, Louis Brosilow, H. D.
Bubman, Rabbi B. A. Daskal,
Rabbi Ezriel Epstein, Wm. Far-
ber, David Fink, Ben Friedman,

M. Ph. Ginsburg, A. M. Goldberg,
A. Goldblatt, I. M. Greenberg, H.
Hackman, M. Heichman, Nathan
Hirschfield, M. Jaffe, Rabbi D.
Kaminker, Jacob Kraus, Rabbi
Louis J. Lehrfield, Louis Levitetz,
Isadore Liederman, Jacob May, I.
Mackevich, I. H. Metzger, Max
Provus, M. Salk, S. Schrero, David

Schaffner, H. Schaffner, Jacob
Schwartz, Jacob Shapiro, M.
Shlensky, M. Skolnick, Samuel

Steiner, Rabbi Morris Teller, L. J.
Wilk, Geo. Winsberg, S. Welen-
sky, Isadore Zuckerman.

ADVISORY BOARD

H. Berkson, N. H. Bolotin, Emil
Braude, I. T. Feingold, Max Gold-
berg, David Gorchakoff, Albert
Gorchoff, Gershon Guthman, H.
Halper, A. Z. Halperin, Harry
Hoffman, A. H. Horwich, H. KIiff,
S. Kunim, Wm. Laser, Chas. Mish-
kin, Joshua Mishkin, Oscar Nudle-
man, I. Rabouchin, Paul Rissman,
Geo. Rosenberg, Ike Rubin, S. H.
Simon, Alexander Weingart, Hy-
man Zeleznick.

Besides the directors among whom there are contributors of large
sums of money for the H. T. C.; here are also mentioned the following
persons who graciously contributed to the institution since its establish-

ment:

Balaban Bros., Hyman Berkow-
sky, A. Bernstein, L. Bernstein,
Benjamin Berris, A. H. Blank,

Harry H. Blum, Chas. Bobinsky,

Louis Bomash.

Mrs. H. E. Callner, Milton Call-
ner, B. Cohen & Sons, Cohen
Bros., Isadore Cohen, L. S. Cohen,
S. H. Cohen, R. J. Cohen.

James Davis, Dr. B. DeKoven,
Mr. and Mrs. Drucker.

Mrs. Mildred S. Elliott, H. Etch-
okin.

A. G. Feldman, Judge and Mrs.
Harry Fisher, Mrs. Emma K.
Friend, Friedlen Bros.,, Judge
Michael Feinberg.

Mr. Jacob Gidvitz, Mrs. Joshua
Ginsburg, Leo Ginsburg, L. E. Go-
lan, Henry Goldblatt, David Gor-
chakoff, Louis Graff, Sol K. Graff,
Great Western Laundry Co., Gra-
woig Family, M. E. Greenbaum, S.
L. Greenstein, Wm. Gumbiner.

Nate Harris, J. S. Hoffman,
Governor Henry Horner, B. Hor-
wich, Hymen Bros.

Sam Isenstein, Chas. Izenstarck.

Jameson Bros., Joseph Bros.
Lumber Co.

Harry Katz, M. Katz, Katz
Bros. Superior Tanning Co., Ed-
ward Katzinger, H. N. Kohn, S.
B. Komaiko, Kosher Star Sausage
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Co., Harry Kramer, Geo. B. Kur-
zon, Morris Kurzon.

Jacob Lanski, B. Laser, Meyer
T. Laser, Sol Lazar Sausage Co.,
L. Levin, Benjamin Levitan, Levi-
tas Bros., Liberty Trust and Sav-
ings Bank, A. M. Liebling, Ben
Lindheimer, Meyer W. Lippman.

Samuel Mann, Mrs. Rose B.
Malkes, B. Manishewitz & Co.,
Edward Matthew, Samuel Muscat.

Herman H. Newberger.

Osherwitz Bros.

Sam Palmer, Jacob Passman,
Patinkin & Pinkovitz, Israel Perl-
man, M. Perlman, People’s Iron &
Metal Co., T. Piser, Samuel Phil-.
lipson, Louis Platt.

Ritholtz Bros., Mitchel Robin,
George Rosen, Louis Rosen, Har-
old Rosenberg, Michael Rosenberg,

Moe Rosenberg, Mrs. Amelia
Rubens, L. M. Rubens, Ida Rubin.

I. Samuels, Samuel Sandel,
Chas. Schaffner, Israel Schectman,
Benj. Schiff, Harry Sex, Simon
Schneider-Battinus, Leo Shafton,
Nathan Shure, A. L. Silvian, Sinai
Kosher Sausage Co., Matthew
Sklamberg, Rochel Lea Sklam-
berg, David Slepyan, Louis So-
kelsky, B. Sopkin & Sons, Louis
Sopkin, Herman Spivak, Sam
Steinberg, A. L. Stone (Los
Angeles, California).

Turner Bros.

Mrs. Leon M. Waldman, Jos.
Weil, David Wein, John Weinberg,
Meyer Weiner, Jacob Weinstein,
Simon Wexler.

Joseph T. Yavitz, B. Yellin.

ACTIVITIES OF THE LADIES’
AUXILIARIES

In the early part of 1930, the
College Ladies’ Auxiliaries spon-
sored a huge elaborate Bazaar for
the benefit of the Building Fund
for the new Library. TUnder the
efficient chairmanship of Mrs. Ben-
jamin Schiffman, chairman of the
Women’s Division, and Messrs.
Sol Rosenbloom and H. Spivak
(deceased), co-chiarmen of the
Men’s Division, the entire under-
taking was most successful and
was a grand achievement for all
concerned. The proceeds of this
Bazaar equalled more than fifteen
thousand dollars.

The following organizations par-
ticipated:

A. B. A. Juniors—Miss Provus,
Miss S. Robinson, Miss F. Hoff-
man, president.

Gan Shmual—Mesdames Kap-
lan, Greenberg, Shapiro, Lipner,
Miller. Mr. M. Hoffman, president.

Lawndale Ladies — Mesdames
Ephraim Epstein, B. Solovetzik,
Edna Ross, Weisbrod, Wonsofsky,
Wolfson. Mrs. Sarah Aronson,
president.

Lezecher Abraham Blumberg—
Mrs. Rabbi Saul Silber, Mrs. Rabbi

Fannie Alshvang, Mesdames Rez-
nick, Mollie Goldberg, Elisberg,
Blumberg. Mrs. Lena Lashkovitz,
president.

Mahazike Torah—Mesdames A.
Goldberg, L. Cohen, Mrs. Sarah
Saunders, president.

Mollie Goldblatt Mansfield—
Mesdames A. Goldblatt, H. J.
Goldblatt, J. Passman, N. R. Feld-
man, Doris Singer, M. L. Shapera,
J. L. Shapiro. Mrs. Fred Abrams,
president.

Leon Waldman Scholarship So-
ciety (founded by Mrs. Waldman
and at present the Students’ Aid)
—Mesdames Ike Rubin, Wm. Lav-
in, Israel Balaban, Jacob Schiff,
Eva Katz, Rosenbloom, Samuel
Phillipson, A. Fink, J. Weinstein,
Mrs. Jacob Shapiro was acting
president.

South Side Group—Mesdames
J. Mirensky, Abe Goldman, Moses
Van Buren, Joseph Snyder, H.
Shapiro, Miss Celia Stein. Mrs.
Max Goldberg was president.

Sistres of Rebecca—Mrs. J.
Glasser, Mrs. Wolf, Mrs. Chas.
Shapera, and Mrs. I. Benjamin,
president.
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RABBI B. A. DASKAL
Chicago, Il

Born 1894 to Hirsch and Slava
Da-kal in Chicago. Studied in
Yeshivath Etzchaim and ordained
Rabbi (1914) by Rabbi S. H. Al-
bum and Rabbi J. Greenberg, and
immediately elected Rabbi in
Green Bay, Wis. Later Rabbi in
Gary, Ind., and since 1918 Rabbi
of Rodfei Zedek, south side of
Chicago.

Studied at University of Chicagg
and received B. A. in 1928 and
D. D. this year.

In 1917 married Tillie Levin,
daughter of local schochet, Judah
Levin.

Frequent contributor to the
Sentinel and one of the co-editors
of the Encyclpedia of Jewish
Knowledge. Former president of
Yeshiva Alumni of Beth Medrash
Latorah. Edits weekly column in
the Jewish Courier of Chicago,

member of Chicago Rabbinical
Association and Chairman of
Youth Division of Jewish Day,
1934.

Children: Herzl, Melvin and
Judith.
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RABBI MAX DOBROW
New York

Son of Rabbi Jacob Baruch and
Miriam of Zdunskawola, Poland;
born 1901. Received his early
Jewish education under the gui-
dance of his father. At the age
of 13 he entered the Yeshivah of
Sochatshov, Poland, where he
studied till 1916. He then con-
tinued his studies under the super-
vision of the famous Rabbi Ezekiel
Lipschutz of Kalisz, author of
Hamidrash V’hamaaseh.

In 1918, he was appointed in-
structor of Talmud at the semi-
nary in Leipzig, Germany, under
the direction of Rabbi, Dr. David
Feldman.

In 1920, he came to the United
States and entered the Hebrew
Theological College at Chicago,
Ill., where he received his ordin-
ation in March, 1925. °

He was then chosen as Rabbi
of the Agudath B’nai Israel Con-
gregation of Lorain, Ohio. In
Lorain he succeeded in uniting all
the various Jewish groups, and by
their combined efforts a magnifi-
cent center was erected, housing
in it all the Jewish organizations
under Rabbi Dobrow’s spiritual
leadership.

In January, 1934, he accepted
the position as Rabbi, and princi-
pal of the Hebrew school, of the
Kingsbridge Young Israel Syna-
gogue, Bronx, New York, while
continuing his studies at Columbia
University.
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RABBI LOUIS J. LEHRFIELD
Chicago, Ill.
Born 1902. Son of Israel and

Gitel Lehrfield, Chicago. Raised
in a strict orthodox environment.
Strongly influenced by the late
Rabbi Kramer. A student in the
,,Yeshivath Etz Chaim’” from
childhood days. Was one of the
first five students who composed
the  nucleus of the ,,Hebrew
Theological College”, when it was
first founded by Rabbi Rubinstein;
pursued the full course of study
at the . ,Hebrew Theological
College’, receiving his ordination
in 1925; he has also been ordained
by the late Lomszer Gaon, Rabbi
Judah Leib Gordon. Holds a
Bachelor of Science degree from
Lewis Institute and a Master of
Arts degree from the University
of Chicago.

In 1925 he married Etta Ra-
buchin, Chicago. Has two children
—— Joel and David. His first po-
sition (two years) was with the
Shomrei Hadas Congregation of
Kensington; for the mnext five
years he was Rabbi of the Bnei
Israel Congregation of Jackson
Boulevard, Chicago; at present,
he holds a life-long contract with
the Austin Community Center of
116 S. Central Ave., Chicago.
He is a member of the Board
of Directors of the Hebrew
Theological College and is Presi-
dent of the Rabbinical Association
dent of the Alumni Association
of the H. T. C. He is active in
local and national communal
projects.
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RABBI ISRAEL MILLER
Hammond, Ind.

Born Plonsk, Poland, May 5,
1896; S. Hyman and Toba
(Zaiontz) Miller; studied six years
at Rabbinical Coll. at Radin, Po-
land and Slabodka, Luthuania;
marired Hadassah Blachman of
Plonsk, Poland, March 4, 1919;
one son, Joseph; came to U. S.
1921; naturalized 1927; enrolled
Hebrew Theological College, Chi-
cago, 1921; prep. Eng. Edn. Medill
High School, Chieago; Principal,
Hebrew School, Rock Island, Ill.
1924-26; student Augustana Coll.,
Rock Island, Ill. 1924-26; studied
Lewis Institute Coll.,, Chicago,
1926—28; ordained from the
Hebrew Theological College in
1925, where he was Instructor of
Talmud and Bible 1926—1928.

Rabbi of Kneseth Israel Cong.,
Hammond, Ind. since 1929; Presi-
dent of America Lodge 901 (Bnai
Brith) Hammond, Ind. 1933-34.
Rabbi Miller is now busy prepar-
ing his manuseript in homiletics
for the press.
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RABBI JOSEPH KRIKSTEIN
Salt Lake City ,Utah

Born 1890 to Aaron & Hannah

(Levinson) Krikstein, Alita, Su-
walk, Lithuania. His father, a
schochet in  Philipsberg, Pa.,

studied in the Kovno Kollel, and
is the author of several works in
Halacha on Zerocim and Moed in
manuscript form. His grandfather
Israel Chaim Meritzer, famous
preacher, author “Deroshoth
Mahryach”. Great - grandfather
Yudel Radiner Rabbi in Radin and
Meah Shearoim, Jerusalem.
Rabbi Krikstein studied Torah
and Haskalah under his father
till age of 14. Afterward studied
in Lida, influenced by Rabbi
Reines and Pinchas Schiffman.
Came to America 1914, studied
3 years at Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Yeshiva, N. Y., and 3 years at Beth
Medrash Latorah, where he was
ordained (1925). Engaged in
secular studies’'and received B. A.
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and M. A. at University of Utah.

Thesis — ‘“Hebraic Influences in
American  Civilization”. First
Rabbinical position in !Spokane,
Washington. Since 1927 Rabbi in
Montifiore = Congregation, Salt
Lake, City, U.

Mar. (1928) Hadassah, daughter
of Jonah and Hannah Levin. Jonah
Levin is the son of Moses Boesker.
Rabbi Krikstein has 2 children

Betty Jeanne and Herbert
Israel.
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RABBI SIMON G. KRAMER
New York

‘Born in Berhometh, Bucowina,
Roumania (formerly Austria), in
1903. Father’s name Mechel;
- mother’s name Bella (nee Surkis).
Came to the U. S. A. and settled
in Chicago, Ill.; in September,
1913.

Studied in public schools and
high schools and in the Yeshivoth
Etz Chaim, of Chicago. Received
B. A. degree from the University
of Chicago in 1924 and: Semichah
from the Hebrew Theological Col-
lege and from the late Lomzer
Gaon, Rabbi Yehudah: Leib Gor-
don, in the spring of 1925 (first
graduating class); M. A. degree
from the University -of Chicago,
in philosophy, 1926;“Ph. D. ex-

aminations and requirements in-

1928 in the same institution.

In “Ohel Moed” (H.T.C. Public-
‘ation of 1927 was printed his
discaurse “Judaism and Spe-
noza’s Philosonhy.”

Rabbi of Congregation Knes-
seth Israel, Hammond, Ind., from
1924-1928; Temple Beth-El, Gary,
Ind., from 1928-1931; Hebrew In-
stitute of University Heights, New
York City, since 1931.

Married Tirza Nelson of Gary,
Ind.,, in 1932. Address—1940
Andrews Avenue, New York City.
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RABBI URI MILLER
Omaha, Neb.

Son of Samuel and Esther (Ing-
ber) Miller, born 1905 New York.
On mother’s side family is de-
scended from the Tosfos Yom Tov
and Rabbi Yechezkel Landau
(Node B’yehudoh). Studied in
Yeshivat Etz Chaim and Beth
Medrash Latorah, receiving his
Smicha in 1927. Received B. S.
in arts and literature in 1929. Oc-
cupied pulpit of B’nai Abraham
Synagogue, Terre Haute, Ind..
1927-1932. In 1923 electedRabbi
of United Orthodox Synagogues
of Omaha, Neb. Has contributed
articles on Jewish subjects to vari-
ous periodicals. Is past president
of Rabbinical Association of He-
brew Theological College 1929-
1933, 'Gon Eden Lodge, No. 110,
B’nai Brith, chairman, National
Fund Middle West Region 1931.
Is member Executive Committee
Mizrachi Organization of Amer-
ica, United Orthodox Synagogues
of America and active in cultural
and philanthropic work.
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RABBI ISRAEL GERSTEIN
Chattanooga, Tenn.

R R S S R

Born 1904 to Mordecai Mena-
hem and Esther Rebecah, Lodz,
Poland. Reared in Chassidic at-
mosphere. Studied in Yeshivas.
Came to Chicago at 16, and at-
tended Beth Medrash Latorah, by
which he was ordained Rabbi in
1927. During same period studied
in public schools and in the Uni-
versity of Chicago.

Elected Rabbi of Ohave Zedek
congregation, Denver, Colo., 1927.
Received M. A. from University of
Denver. His dissertation was a
philosophical study of Chassidism.
Member of National executive of
Mizrachi and afterwards chairman
of Zionist district.

1930 married Hannah, daughter
of Rabbi Duber Swirsky of Kov-

ner Synagogue, Chicago, and
elected Rabbi of Agudath Achim
congregation, Shreveport, La.

Editor of Yeshiva journal Ohel
Moed, for which he also wrote a
historical study based on the Re-
sponsa of the Rivash, and Novel-
lae in Halacha. Publishes his
articles from time to time in other
journals. State chairman of
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Bnai Brith, member of executive
of Tex-La. Zionist Org., member
of executive of Rabbinical Associ-
ation, etc. In August, 1934, he
was elected Rabbi of Cong. “B’nai
Zion,” Chattanooga, Tenn.
Daughter—Hadassah Deborah.
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RABBI CHARLES B. CHAVEL
Louisville, Ky.

Born in 1906, son of Isaac and
Feiga Rosa, Ciechanow, Poland.
Raised and received his early edu-
cation in a Chassidic atmosphere.
In 1919 came with his parents to
America, and entered immediately
the ‘“Beth Hamedrash LaTorah,”
while attending at the same time
regular schools of secular knowl-
edge. In 1928 received his Ph. B.
degree from University of Chi-
cago, with special mention of hon-
or in the Department of Philoso-
phy. In 1928 received his “Smicha”
from the Hebrew Theological Col-
lege, and was called to the pulpit
of Cong. Anshei Sfard, Louisville,
Ky. In 1931 received his M. A.
degree from the University of
Louisville. Thesis, ‘“Josephus as
an Historian.”

In 1933 married Miss Florence
Kvasna of Brooklyn, N. Y., active
in Jewish national circles.

Participated in ‘“Ohel Moed”
magazine with a discussion on a
Talmudic legal subject. At pres-
ent occupied with a special study
of the Second Commonwealth.

President of Louisville Mizrachi
Organization, 1931-33. Spoke in
name of Alumni Organization at
the Yeshivah Commencement of
1934. Active in local and national
organizations.
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RABBI CARL L. MANELLO -
Youngstown, Ohio

Born in Wloszezowa, Poland:
Feb. 15, 1907. Parents: Samuel
and Beila (Mintz) Manello. Was
reared in a chasidic atmosphere.

Came to Detroit, Mich. in 1920,
with his parents. Entered the
Hebrew Theological College in
1923, and at the same time at-
tended the secular schools. Was
co-editor of the Yeshiva Public-
ation “Ohel Moed”. Received the
degree B. A. from Northwestern
University in 1929, and the
Smicha from the Hebrew The-
ological College, and also from
Rabbi Elijah Lipshitz of Poland.

In the same year was married
to Anne Finkelstein, daughter of
David and Rose Finkelstein of
Detroit. Has one son, Joseph
Benjamin.

Upon graduating from the
Hebrew Theological College, he
became the Rabbi of Temple
Emanu-El in Youngstown, Obhio,
which position he occupies at
present.

He is a member of the Zionist
organization of America, the B’nai
Brith, the American Jewish Con-
gress, and the Secretary of the
Vaad Horabonim of Ohio.

He is the author of Embryology
in the Talmud (Mahoning County
Medical Journal, 1934).
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RABBI LEONARD C. MISHKIN
New Orleans, La.

Born to his father Schneur Zal-
man and Sarah Dinah (Zilberman)
in Giviai, Lithuania. Received
his early education at the old-
fashioned Heder. Later studied
with Rabbi Saul Bloch of Kublitz,
and at Ramailes Talmudical
academy of Wilna.

In 1922 he arrived in the United
States, and a year later he entered
the Hebrew Theological College
of Chicago, attending at the same
time the Lewis Institute where he
followed a Bachelor of Arts
course. He was literary editor
of the Hebrew Theologican.

In 1929 he received his Rabbi-
nical ordination, and appointed
instructor of Bible, History and
Hebrew in the Yeshivath Ez
Hayim of the H. T. C.

In 1930 he accepted a call to
become educational director of
the Menorah Institute of New
Orleans. In 1932 he becomes Rabbi
of Congregation Beth Israel of
New Orleans. In 1931 he married
Leah Yablonsky, the daughter of
the late Gaon Nisan Yablonsky,
Rosh Methibta of the Hebrew
Theological College.

Rabbi Mishkin is the author of
a monograph in English “Jedajah
Bedareshi — his Life & Time”,
part of which was printed in the
Reflex. At present he is occupied
with a work an ‘“The Science of
Judaism” and other related sub-
jects.
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RABBI LOUIS KAUFMAN
Waterloo, Iowa

Born (1907) Suwalk, Poland.
Came to Chicago 1913 with par-
ents, Bernard and Rose (Marcus)
Kaufman. Studied in Talmud
Torah, Etz Chaim Yeshiva and in
Beth Medrash Latorah, and at-
tended at the same time public
school and later college.

Ordained Rabbi by Beth Med-
rash Latorah 1929, occupied pul-
pit of “Anshe Emet,” Chicago,
and then elected Rabbi in Chicago
Heights. Married 1932 Dorothy
Rosenblum, daughter of Denver
Rabbi, and in December elected
Rabbi of B’nai Jacob Congrega-
tion and Jewish Federation,
Waterloo, Ia. Studying for his M.
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A. degree at Iowa State Univer-
sity. .

Former sec. of North-West Side
“Adas B’nai Israel”, organizer
and sec. of young men’s -club,
for 10 years Pres. of Students’
Organization of Beth Medrash
Latorah, member of Journal staff,
and Pres. of his graduating class.
Active in B’nai Brith. In addition
to his activity in pulpit and on
the platform, he speaks over the
radio and writes articles for the
press.
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RABBI MILTON ROSEN
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Boren 1906 to Shabsai and Ida
Rosinsky, Vilna, Poland. Came to
Chicago with parents in 1907 and
in 1911 went with them to Pa-
Studied till 14 in Etz
Chaim Yeshiva Meah
Sheorim. Came to Chicago in
1920, attended Beth Medrash La-
torah and public schools. 1921—
23 studied at Isaac Elcharan Ye-
shiva, N. Y., and then returned
to Beth Medrash Latorah.

1928 received secular degree
from Lewis Institute. 1929
ordained by Beth Medrash La-
torah. Mafried daughter of Joseph
Chicago Schochet. First
Rabbinical position in Dayton, O..
1930 elected Rabbi of Congrega-
tion Emmanuel, Oklahoma City,

lestine.
and in

Rozin,

where he is active in B’nai Brith
and in other organizations.

His child Shabsai (named after
father) is 3 years old.
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RABBI HARRY SHAPIRO
Duluth, Minn.

Born 1906 to Rabbi Mordecai
Shapiro and Ethel, in Jerusalem.
Studied in  Jerusalem “Etz
Chaim” and in Rabbi Cook’s Ye-
shiva. Studying for the Rabbinate,
he also received ‘“Kabollah” from
Rabbi Cook and Rabbi Sonenfeld.
In 1924 he came to Chicago, whnere
he studied in the Beth Medrash
Latorah and in the secular schools.

Ordained 1927 by the Beth
Medrash Latorah. First position
in Bismark, N. D., where he was
also secretary of the B’nai Brith.
Treasurer of the Yeshiva Alumni.
Following year became Rabbi of
Beth Jacob Congregation, Madi-
son, Wis. Continued his study at
University of Wisconsin. 1930
elected Rabbi of “Agudath Achim”
Congregation, Hibbing, Minn.
Graduated from Hibbing College.

In 1934 became Rabbi and
principal in Jewish Center, Duluth,
Minnesota. His excellent work on
“Beth Yoseph” is published in the
Ohel Moed of the Beth Medrash
Latorah.
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RABBI IRVING A. WEINGART
Fort Wayne, Ind.

Born 1907 in Chlcago to Samuel
~and Sima. Reared in a rehglous
Jewish atmosphere. .Studied in
Etz Chaim Yeshiva, then in Beth
Medrash Lerabonim on Grenshaw
St., and in Beth Medrash Latorah,
where he was ordained as Rabb1
in 1933. Attended secular schools,
. received A. A. degree from Crane
‘College, and Ph. B. degree from
University of Chicago in 1929.

First 'Rabbinical position in
Milwaukee, Wis., Beth Israel
(Russian Congregation). 3 years
Rabbi in Yanaver Congregation.
Chicago, 1933 elected Rabbi of
B’nai Jacob, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Married 1934 Hilda, daughter
of Rabbi Judah Leib Graubazt,
former Stashiver Rabbi, author of
Rabbinical work ‘‘Chavolim Ba-
neyimim” (4 v.) and other books.
Former Chief Rabbi of St. Louis
and now Chief Rabbi of Toronto,
Canada.

.. .Rabbi Weingart is active in all
“Jocal and national Jewish under-
‘takings.
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RABBI MORRIS CASRIEL KATZ
Montgomery, Ala.

Born September 9, 1909, in
Chicago, Ill. In his early youth
he studied Jewish subjects by him-
self. He asked the scholars of
Kehillath Jacob  congregation,
where he and his father davened,
to teach him, and one of them, a
Schochet, undertook to do so. He
was thus prepared to enter Etz
Chaim Yeshiva. Received rabbin-
ical degree from Hebrew Theolo-
gical College in 1932.

Graduated from Crane College
in 1929 and attended Lewis In-
stitute, both of Chicago. First
rabbinical position, Petersburg,
Va.

Since 1934 rabbi of Agudath
Israel Congregation of Montgom-
ery, Ala., member of Executive
Board Jewish Federation of Mont-
gomery, member of Executive
Board of Southern Young Judaea
Association, chairman of commit-
tee on Jewish Music of Southern
Young Judaea, leader of Young
Judaea in Montgomery, member
of B’nai Brith. Address, 346
Sayre St., Montgomery, Ala.
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RABBI SOLOMON ZAIMAN
Indiana Harbor, Ind.

Born 1910. Son of Rabbi Zivi
Hirsh and Pesia Zaiman, Lithu-
ania. Raised until the age of 13
in the Lithuanian “Beh-Medrash.”
Came to America in 1922 and en-
tered Yeshivah Rabbi Isaac Elch-
anan, New York, where he studied
for five years. After that he
transferred to the Beth Medrash
Latorah of Chicago, Ill., where he
was ordained in 1932. He also
is a graduate of the Lewis Insti-
tute, Chicago, Ill., and is now con-
tinuing graduate work at the Uni-
versity of Chicago.

While in the Yeshiva he was the
editor of the Yeshivah publication
“Hamayan,” and at present is the
vice-president of the Alumni As-
sociation of the Yeshiva.

His first position was in Syra-
cuse, N. Y. At present he is the
Rabbi of Indiana Harbor, Ind.
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RABBI LEO BRENER

Born 1909 in New Orleans, La.,
to Elias and Fanny (Lew) Brener.
Went to Chicago in 1924 to study
at Beth Medrash Latorah. Re-
ceived Ph. B. degree from TUni-
versity of Chicago 1928, M. A. in
1930. Dissertation subject—Pal-
estine Under the British Admin-
istration.”

Ordained Rabbi by Beth Med-
rash Latorah in 1934.

RABBI JOS. GORFINKLE

Born in Pahost, Mingk; father,
Solomon; mother, Jochebed. Stu-
died in Yeshiva at Telz; helped
found Yeshiva at Montray, Switz-
erland; one of the first teachers
there; studied at Lewis Institute
in Chicago; studied in Hebrew
Theological College since 1928.

Ordained in 1934.

RABBI DAVID LEO KORB

Born in Lithuania. Son of Rab-
bi Chaim I. Korb of the Hebrew
Theoiogical College, Chicago. Com-
pleted his secular education at
Crane College and Lewis Institute.
Studied in Telz and Slabodka.
Studied at the Hebrew Theological
College since 1928 and was or-
dained in 1934.

RABBI KOPPLE CASTLE

Descended from a long line of
Rabbis. Son Mordecai and Neche-
Raitze. Pilvishker, Iluy, Rabbi
Kalman of Zagar, is the uncle of
his father. Twice he received
scholarships from H. T. C., where
he was ordained in 1934. B. S.
degree from Louis Institute. Has
tendered english translation of
Midrash to Oriental Institute of
U.-of €.

RABBI DAVID S. SHAPIRO

Born in Philadelphia, Pa. Fath-
er, Rabbi Solomon Shapiro, now of
Denver; mother, Dinah. Studied
at Crane College, University of
Chicago, Lewis Institute, studied
in Yeshivath Etz Chaim and H. T.
C.; contributor to Jewish Daily
Courier. Ordained in 1934.
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RABBI NAHUM SCHULMAN

Born in Warsaw, Poland; fath-
er, Sholom Abraham; mother, Cha-
va. Studied at Crane College and
Lewis Institute; studied at H. T.
C. since 1928; author of disserta-
tion, “Spanish Jewish Life in Time
of Asheri.”” Ordained in 1934.

RABBI LOUIS MILGRON

Born in Ozirow, Poland; father,
Samuel; received B. S. at Lewis
Institute in 1930; studied at H.
. C. since 1923 and was ordained
in 1934.

RABBI JACOB M. BROWN

Born in Ostrov, Poland; father,
Shoiom; mother, Shaine. Studied
in Polish Yeshivoth. Took on ac-
tive part in Orthodox Jewish
Youth movements in Poland. Stu-

died at H. T. C. since 1928. Grad-
uated Crane College in Chicago.
Engaged during last few years in
various educational and literary
endeavors. Ordained in 1934.

TEACHER GRADUATES 1925
(Lady)

Lillian Bashkin Goroff
Teacher at Logan Square He-
brew School

Naomi Michlin Futorian
Teacher at B’nai Israel of Aus-
tin

Lillian Yablonsky Mishkin
Teacher at the Menorah Hebrew
‘School, New Orleans, La.

Esther Freeaman
Teacher in Green Bay,
‘Kneseth Israel

Gradu_ates 1926

Wis.,

Bernice Greenberg
Secretary of the Kehillah, Chi-
cago

Anna Lansky

Sarah Skidelsky Friedman
Teacher at the B’nai Zion, Chi-
cago.

Dora Meckoff .
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Graduates 1927

Matilda Alchuler

Lola Eisen:ztein Wasserman
Teacher at the Washington
Boulevard Temple

Anna Eisenstein Ginelis

Dorothy Pikovsky Drachler
Teacher at Temple Milzpah,
Chicago

Graduation 1932

Betty Goodman
Florence Rosenberg
Lillian Wolf

Ruth Robinson
Minnie Morgan
Latti Lavin

Bella Love
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Jewish People’s Institute (J. P. I.) in Chicago
(3500 DOUGLAS BOULEVARD. ORGANIZED IN 1903)

Lawndale Building

RINDI N DIDBOIN DPOND YT

Like a magic tower is this won-
derful, monumental edifice! It is
not merely a huge center where
a vast variety of Jewish social ac-
tivities are concentrated —but
something much vaster. This im-
posing million dollar building, that
is a model of the most beautiful
achievement in architecture, repre-
sents a world of Jewish ambition,
energy, and accomplishment.

If one wishes to gain a concep-
tion of the extent, to which Jewish
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achievements in America in the
social field has been attained, or if
one needs to see the ideal of a
community center, one should visit
the J.P.I. in Chicago.

Such a visit is absolutely neces-
sary for all social workers of the
country, who are interested in the
problems of the community cen-
ters, Y.M.C.As, etc.
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In any excursions made by var-
ious groups, a definite time should
be accorded to study the J.P.IL,
and an acquaintanceship with its
director is equally necessary, in
the sense of his significant influence
in the development of this extra-
ordinary social hive. Yes, it is as
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busy as any beehive—at the J.P.I.

213 societies have their meet-
ings here, every day except Friday
evening and Saturday. Thousands
of persons attend. An average
Sunday includes 6,000 visitors.
According to the director’s report
for 1934, the Institute during that
year was visited by 1,490,693 per-
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Herman Schur Reference Library

sons; 100,000 visited the library,
25,000 the dramate and musical
activities, 518,000 the higher and
elementary schools (the splendid
Herzliah School, Einstein Physics
and Botanical laboratories, Mai-
moides Chemical Ilaboratories) ;
200,000 visited the various muse-
ums, the social lounges, the gym-
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nasium and roof garden ; more
than 180,000 visited the clubs,
special recreation and group activ-
ities; 175,000 visited the service
department (restaurant, billiard
room, ete.) and 800,000 visited
the various mass activities.

The doors of the Institute are
open about fifteen hours a day.

The active membership amounts
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The Einstein Physics and Botany Laboratories

to about 15,000. More than 3,000
of the members come there to stu-
dy, and 11,000 to enjoy the vari-
ous other activities. 10,000 of
these are natives of America.
According to their ages, the
members of the groups that enjoy
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the various activities in the In-
stitute may be divided as follows:
6,829 under eighteen years of age;
6,631 between eighteen and thirty;
3,165 are of the age of thirty or
more.

Their occupations are as follows:
7,478 are students; close to 800
are clerical help; 271 are clothing
workers; 75 are ladies’ dressmak-
ers; 85 are engaged in millinery
work; 2,441 are mothers; 700 are
stenographers, and the rest are
physicians, teachers, social work-
ers, peddlers, painters, locksmiths,
bricklayers, bookbinders, -chauf-
feurs bakers, butchers, leather
workers, printers, goldsmiths, fac-
tory workers and unskilled work-
ers.

In addition to the varied pro-
gram that the Institute offers in-
doors, an intimate and humanely
fascinating piece of work is being
domne in the summer camp that the
Institute conducts in Antioch, Ill-
inois, and in the conducting of
the Junior College, the only school
of higher learning in a community
center in the United States. This
is one of the most significant
achievements of a Jewish center
in the country. It is of historie
importance.

In this “Book of Memories,” the
fact will be immortalized, that the
Institute which is a crown of glory
in Jewish achievement the world
over, and people elsewhere of all
creeds can learn much from this
achievement — was built upon the
foundation, laid originally by the
young membership of Kadimah.
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In 1889, 1902 and 1903 the pres-
ident of hte Kadimah Gate of the
Knights of Zion, an organization
of young men, at their place of
assembly, the West Chicago Club,
50 S. Throop St., started a sub.

On the Herzl Roof Garden—A Summer Recreation and Play School—North View

sceription fund totaling $250.00 in
donations of from $5.00 to $25.00
each, for the purpose of develop-
ing the type of Center that could
meet the expanding needs of the
Jewish community.




In 19038 (12th of November) up-
on an application prepared and
forwarded by Nathan D. Kaplan,
a member of the Kadimah, a char_
ter was issued by the Secretary of
the State of Illinois for the in,_
corporation of the Chicago Hebrew
Institute-

The first offices of the Institute
were at 458-460 S. Ashland Blvd.,
under the presidency of R. L. Hal-
perin.

In 1904.1907 the headquarters
of hte Institute was a rented four.
story building at 1224 Blue Island
avenue for a rental charge of $55
a month.

1905 — Herman L. Reiwitch
elected president of the Institute.

1907—Mr. Harry Lipsky ap-
pointed as Superintendent of the
Institute, under the presidency of
Nathan D. Kaplan.

1908—Dr. Blaustein appointed
Superintendent of the Institute.

1909 — Lecture Forum begun.
(Now called the Wednesday Night
Forum). Nationally and interna-
tionally known speakers talk on
topics of the day.

1910—Hebrew Institute Play-
ers Club orgasized by Miss Bertha
Loeb, under the presidency of Jul-
ius Rosenwald.

1911—Dr. Joseph Pedott ap-
pointed as Superintendent of the
Institute.
. 1912—Julius Rosenwald donates
$50,000 for the erection of a new
gymnasium building.
1912—Jacob M. Loeb elected Pre-
sident of the Institute.

1913—Dr. Philip L. Seman ap-
pointed Director of the Institute.
1916—Evening High School

opens. Accredited by the Univer-
sity of Illinois, 1926; by the North
Central Association of Colleges
and Secondary Schools, 1929.

1920—Two Institute members
represent the United States in the
Olympic Games at Brussels. Win
Third Place in Wrestling.

1920—Camp Chi, the Institute
Girls’ Camp at Antioch, Illinois,
established.

1922—The name of the Chicago
Hebrew Institute changed to the
Jewish People’s Institute.

1924—Penny Milk Station op-
ened.

1925—Win Intermational Boys’
Club Federation Championship,
signifying supremacy in indoor
and outdoor sports. More than
65 organizations competed, in-
cluding some from Australia and
Hawaii. Won again in 1927, 1928,
1929, 1931. A record of five out
of eight years of competition.

1926—Albert Stein Scholarship
Fund for Higher Education estab-
lished.

1926—Herman Schur Refer-

ence Library established.

1926—Five O’Clock Jewish Fo-
rum starts. (Weekly meetings
from November through April.)

1926—Weekly Musicales open. _
(First given on Thursdays, now on
Saturdays.)

1927—The Institute moves in-
to the new Lawndale Building at
3500 Douglas Boulevard.

1927—Rosa Raisa Scholarship
for Higher Musical Education es-
tablished.

1930—Institute Players win
Edith Rockefeller McCormick Cup.
By winning this cup also the fol-
lowing two years, the Players have
now permanent possession of it.



Sixteen amateur groups competed.
1931—Senior Women win Ama-
teur Athletic Federation Volley-
ball Championship. Repeat in 1932
and 1933.
1932—Day Camp for children
opened on Rioof Garden.
1932—Victorious in the Olym-
pics, athletic competition among
twenty-three Jewish Centers spon-
sored by the Jewish Welfare Board
of New York City. Won again in
1933.
1932—Amateur Athletic Union
outdoor swimming crown won.
1932—Win International Boys’
Club Federation Swimming Cham-
pionship. Again in 1933, seventy
organizations competing.
1933—Joseph Michaels elected
President of the Institute.
1933—Junior College opened.
1983-—Music School Student

wins contest sponsored by the
American Society of Musicians,
also first prize in National School
Orchestra Contest.

1934—The Institute Players
have received unanimous acclaim
in the presentation of “Girls in
Uniform’ at the Blackstone Thea-
tre. Critics have hailed the artist
who plays the lead (Shaindel
Kalish) a member of the Institute
Players since thirteen years of
age, as a potential leading actress
of America.

1935—The old Institute build-
ing on Taylor Street was sold to
the United States Government for
$100,000 in the interest of the
Jane Addams Federal Housing
Project.

1936 — Charles Aaron elected
President of the Institute.

A view from the Stage of ths People’s Playhouse
A G i
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MOUNT SINAI HOSPITAL, CHICAGO, Ill.
California Ave, and 15th Place

(Organized as the ‘“Maimonide Hospital’”’ in 1910 and reorganized
as ‘““Mount Sinai in 1919)

The hospital oceupies a tract of
land, 200 ft. on California Ave.
opposite Douglas Park, 260 ft. on
15th Place and with the Nurses’
Home, an additional 185 ft. on
15th Street. It is reputed to be
one of the best hospitals in the
city, and is furnished with 200
beds and the most modern equip-
ment in medicine, surgery, obste-
tries, etc. Its general and clinical
staff of physicians numbers 135.
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The nmew building addition was
built with foundations and gener-
al service features, permitting for
the ultimate erection for 6 addi-
tional stories, thus making the
hospital a 12 story building with
complete facilities for 500 pa-
tients.

The heads of the departments
and a number of the attending
physicians and assistants on the
staff are instructors in the lead-
ing medical colleges of Chicago.

It has a staff of 14 internesand
resident physicions, 115 nurses
(75 students). It annually grad-
uates 25 nurses and 8 internes.

According to the 1985 report,
“day-service” was offered to 50,-
776 patients, 17,031 of these
without the charge of any fee.
73,632 patients were attended in
the dispensary that year.

The hospital is administered by
a Board of Directors, composed
of prominent Jews of the ecity. It
is supported by the Jewish Chari-
ties and its own auxiliaries. Since
1930, the Executive Director has
been Maurice Dubin, an experi-
enced hospital executive, former-
ly administrator of the Bronx
Hospital of New York and of the
Mount Sinai in Philadelphia.

PATHOLOGICAL LABORA-
TORIES

These famous  laboratories are
supervised by the well-known
pathologist Dr. Israel Davidsohn.
One may find here the best mod-
ern equipment for the exact de-
termination of diseases. Here also
is carried on medical research,
where considerable work on the
problem of blood diseases has been
done by Dr. Davidsohn. This de-

Mt. Sinai
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partment has a rare museum in
pathology open to the physicians
of the city. A school for labora-
tory technicians is conducted in
accordance with the requirements
of the American Society of Clinic-
al Pathologists.

X-RAY DEPARTMENT

The well-known Berlin X-ray
specialist, Dr. Max Cohn, is the
head of this department. He was
invited to join Mount Sinai, to-
gether with his assistants, Dr.
Gerhard Danelius and Dr. Erna
Lewin, when Jewizh scientists were
excluded from participation in
their specialties in the land of
Hitler.

The X-ray Laboratory with its
most modern equipment is con-
sidered one of the best in the
city. It possessess @n aqppara-
tus very rare in this country
whereby an X-ray picture of a
diseased organ can be taken while
visualizing the diseased portion
through the fluoroscope. Another
unusual apparatus permits the
taking of both exposures for a
stereoscopic view automatically
within one half a second. The
equipment of the X-ray depart-
ment makes possible the produc-
ing of a finished X-ray picture in
twenty minutes.

In addition to the work of heal-
ing, basic research is being con-
ducted here and in a special sem-
inar for physicians in Roentgen-
ology.

CONSULTATIONS, LECTURES
AND LIBRARY

The hospital contains an audi-
torium for medical conferences

Mt. Sinai
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and lectures. There is held here
a weekly meeting to discuss the
events of the past week of inter-
est in medical and surgical pract-
tice. Photographic and microscop-
ic slides of diseases treated are
shown during the conferences and
both the condition of the patient
and the nature of the treatment
to be given are outlined.

The nature of this meeting is
such as to constitute the very best
results of a consultation. The in-
terest which these lectures have
for the physicians of the whole
community is so great that there
is rarely room sufficient to accom-
modate all guests in the large
hospital auditorium.

The institution aldo possesses
a significant pathological-anatom-
ical museum.

An adjoining room lodges the
reference library of the hospital.
Physicians may here consult im
portant medical works and any one
of 50 medical periodicals are reg-
ularly received.

In addition arrangements with
the Chicago Public Library per-
mits the circulation of books
among hospital patients.

CLINICS

Here patients are received that
require mno hospitalization. Pa-
tients, unable to afford medical
attention by a private physiciaan,
on inquiry through the Social
Service Department have arrange-
ments made for examination and
treatment by the proper special-
ists as indicated by their condi-
tion. Emergency cases are treated
at all hours in the emergency
room. The Social Service De-
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partment also contacts the other
social service agencies in the com-
munity necessary to help with the
household or other needs of the
patient.

In the clinical drug department,
patients may have their prescrip-
tions filled at the lowest costs or
vrithout charge. This is equally
true of laboratory or X-ray ser-
vice, of the fitting of eye-glasses
or earphones, ete.

HOSPITAL PATIENTS

The hospital wards are divided
by corridors. A nurse’s station is
at the center, where signals are
received from patients requiring
attention, which is instantly given.

In addition to the convenient
roof garden, there are several so-
cial rooms, where convalescent
patients may spend their time in
entertainment and the like.

There is a special department
for children patients. For such as
may freely move about, there is
a toy-room, where they can enjoy
themselves until such time as they
may leave the hospital.

The case history of each pa-
tient is kept permanently in the
institution’s archives.

CONFINEMENTS, INFANTS
AND CIRCUMCISIONS

The Lying-in wards include 44
beds. The new-born infants are
attended by nurses specializing in
care of infants. There are baby
incubators for such births as re-
quire special attention.

In this department there is a
special room with large windows
facing Douglas Park. Mothers,
who can move about, meet here
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and spend their time together or
alone in this ornamental hall.

An expectant mother who
wishes to be treated at Mount Si-
nai Hospital, registers there and
until the time of her confinement
visits the hospital monthly, where
cshe is given an examination and
instructions.

For 18 months after birth,
mother and child are under the
supervision ©of the hospital. She
visits the hospital monthly for
medical examination.

When there is a circumcision
operation at the hospital, it is a
gay Jewish occasion.

THE KITCHEN AND ITS
MANAGEMENT

The kitchen is under the con-
stant supervision of graduate die-
ticians. Meals are prepared for
patients according to the definite
diet prescribed by the physicion’s
order.

Two kitchens, kept distinetly
apart, one meat, the other dairy,
are conducted under the direction
of a special supervisor and even
non-Jews may eat their dishes, on-
ly in the Kosher fashion.

All other service departments
like the laundry, the linen-supply,
the heating and lighting plants
are alike under the supervision of
specialists. There are shops where
repairs of supplies are made. The
budget required to run the whole,
runs of course into tens wf thou-
sands of dollars. The administra-
tion sees to it'that all is judicious-
ly spent and accounted for.
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THE HISTORY OF THE HOS-
PITAL

The movement to establish a
Kosher Hospital began about 30
vears ago on the West Side. The
district was then the one point
of concentration in the city of
100,000 Eastern Jews.

A group of workers was formed
known as the “Maimonides Kosher
Hospital Committee.” Little is
known of the plans or achieve-
ments of this Committee. A re-
port is extant of the Old People’s
Home (made January 10, 1909,
by Mrs. Benjamin Davis, Secre-
tary), that in November, 1918, this
institution received a communica-
tion from the Maimonides Kosher
Hospital Committee, and that a
special Directors’ meeting, a com-
mittee of three, were appointed
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to inform th Maimonides Kosher
Hospital that there were then le-
gal and financial obstacles to a
program which would permit the
Old People’s Home to relinguish
a portion of its property to the
establishment of another institu-
ion.

On the 10th of January, 1910,
a mass meeting was held in the
Jewish People’s Playhouse (Roo-
sevelt Road and Blue Island Ave-
nue) at the call of the Hospital
Ascociation, of which Judge Har-
ry M| Fisher was then president.
A movement was started to in-
augurate entertainments and the
like to create funds for the pro-
posed hospital. That the move-
ment was one of great prestige
may be gathered from the action
of the directors of the Old Peo-
ple’s Home, who postponed their
own fund-raising campaign until
the Hospital movement had
achieved its purpose.

It was not easy, however, to
attain this end. There were in-
seperable difficulties.

The 3rd of December, 1911, in
the Hebrew Institute at Taylor
and Lytle Streets, a convention
was held of delegates of Jewish
organizations and orthodox syna-
gogues, and after a great deal of
effort the first important step was
taken and the lot where the Mount
Sinai Hospital now stands was
purchased.

The building went rapidly for-
ward beginning on the 22nd of
June, 1912, the Maimonides Hos-
pital was opened with Dr. B. H.
Breakstone as chief of the med-
ical staff and David Fine, as Sup-
erintendent.

The first officers and directors
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were: Isaac Lurye, president; Sam
Jacob Rosenblatt and Max M.
Korshak, vice-presidents; Mor-
ris Joseph, treasurer; Meyer Link-
er, secretary and Dr. B. H. Break-
stone, Rabbi N. Budzinsky, Rabbi
A. I. Kordon, Judge Harry M.
Fisher, Dr. H. A. Frankel, Adolph
Goldberg, Dr. R. L. Halperin, B.
Horwich, Philip Klafter, Harry A.
Lipski, S. Miller, Judge Hugo Pam,
Col. Edwin Romberg, Nazhan Ro-
senzweig, A. J. Sabath, Judge
Joseph Sabath, Louis Zamkowitz,
Rabbi Saul Silber, William R.
Singer and A. I. Winetz, directors.

“The Federated Orthodox Jew-
ish Charities” accepted responsi-
bility for the budget at the time,
but regretted its action 8 months
later. The growing deficit was a
burden it was unable to carry
along.

There were internal
besides. The directors having in-
vited a rnew superintendent, Dr.
H. J. Moss from the New York
Mount Sinai Hospital, the old med-
ical staff resigned. A new staff
with Dr. H M. Richter as head
was then formed.

President Lurie became ill and
the administration passed into the
hands of Mr. Rosenblatt. He tried
his luck once more with the Fed-
erated to aid him in his troubles.
Thanks to the efforts of Judge
Harry M. Fisher and Minie F,
Low and according to the recom-
mendation of a committee that
had James Davis at its chairman,
the Federated agreed to accept
the responsibility for the Hospital
for one year, on condition that
the officers and directors resign
and new ones be appointed under

troubles,

SPOINNIND — 1189 MT N AP0
IINDPYIT IN VOPNNI YOIy 7
SNBSS DAY YN (Y
DN DROIPING PP SNMY BV
SOITINYIE YN DNCIND DPNRD
TIND | DRP L AVIRPTT DMND
g3 T DINOINDYIPYD  WPaS
397,003 L 200 L INDDPYNa
W LYIND TINNTY LINTIRD 2
5P IR (ODwBY DMBN
B T 0 o e 1 S o o (RS 4o
S AT ATt ASNTN Lopayne
"DNDPD BYD'D ,2WMIIND L2, IYESND
Sp55M D LWDEYS R MR D
DN SYINOND ,ONE NNP @rINeT
AOONVNNINING INDDNY YanyS
JONINDHNT DINS L, IBRIND 1y
YD S DRYOMY padt SN 29
JONDPYIYT — PRI RN
SITT DPNTNDON TVRIIYD,,
YT JYPLYY BND UDIHMNYD PN
N WHNNR SNBIBONT D BYPITI
SN OIVIRIND PN (P DY
“NNYIYD,, M1 IR DWW BON (¥IN)
DN NIPYS NN ot TS
IN L, ODIDVIMIIN T BND N T
N ODNOD W NIND YR ORD Bw'D
JOPRN TR IR DORT DN BT
DY DR IIVNYIR DD IR DN
TYIBNIN AN IWBPYITT T .y
G197 DORNIND DY R YORTI
DIINRD YPINNI D ,DDEM My
SNOPRT YON (aNT SNDBDRR MWD
IR PR BT AYDD D BN
U3 OIPYNY N AYHD DMNMBPNT
DOR IBIM™ M 7T B IRN
BENN
TPIOPINID PR TS BIyIMyns
WAMIN IR DERVIPD T IR IR
SNPNINI BND Y LRSI Y
SJIYHNYIYE T N2 Om BNNIBM
T PINT R LJAND hunnY Nt v
DR WD PPINPIT DD ANl
SIPPNPYT R NS BRT RS B M
SO D POWAND N 11D IIYNT
TYVIPIYE 1T LBENT DOR DMWY



the direction of the Federated. °
~ Mr. Rosenblatt alone survived in
this wholesale resignation. Such
was the pleasure of Julius Rosen-
wald. November 1, 1913, a new
" administration was formed with
Charles Shaffner, president; Lee
‘J. Lesser, vice-president; H. M.
Harrison, treasurer; Mrs. Julius
Stone, secretary, and Barnett Fa-
roll, Miriam Kalinsky, David Kolb,
Morris Kurtzon, Paul Lackritz,
Julius Quasser, Mrs. Edwin Rom._
berg and S. J. Rosenblatt, direc-
tors. Y

With the aid of Federated there
began an active campaign to cre-
ate funds for the hospital, but the
public was not responsive. The
Federated again declined all re-
sponsibility and the hospital clos-
ed its doors. "

S. J. Rosenblatt and M. Kurt-
zon traveled far west to see Abra-
ham Slimmer. The latter living
far away in a small western town
wa: asked to save the sick kosher
hospital of Chicago, the second
largest city in America. The Hos-
ital tad already cost him about
$38,000. He, nevertheless, pro-
mised further support on condition

that the Jews of Chicago shall pay
for the hospital’s upkeep in the
future,

A hard effort was now made
to obtain the $53,000 debt of the
hospital, lest it be sold in auction.

But it was of no avail. Among
the local orthodox Jews, many of
whom were quite wealthy, there
were not to be found ten or twen-
ty persons who were ready to un-
loosen their purses and provide
the necessary funds to redeem the
one Kosher Hospital of Chicago.
The unexpected happened and
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must be recorded in “Seifer Hazi-

koroin”’: The “Maimonides 'Hos_
pital was sold with all its equip,
ment to satisfy the creditors.

. The accosion seemed a disaster
to the -idealistic workers wof the
Hospital. One of them could not
‘endure what had taken place. He
was Morris Kurtzon, mneither an
orthodox nor a reformed Jew, but
a- modest young man of 43; not
a millionaire but rich in credit. He
told no one of his purposes or
plans but purchased the hospital
himself and called it the “Mount
Sinai.”” He then called a meeting
of the Directors of this “sold”
hospital and informed them that
he is the owner of the establish-
ment and all its appurtenances
and that he had done it to save
what belonged to the community;
all that had to be paid was the
interest due on his borrowings,
until the hospital was able to pay
the principal.

The news flashed like lightning
through the Jewish community as
if inspired, new streams of work-
ers and contributors flocked to
aid the new organization, the
“Mount Sinai Hospital” which
then and since has been establish-
ed on a sure foudation.

The new administration includ-
ed: I. Bernard, president; Mrs. E.
Romberg, vice_president; Mrs. L
J_ Reis, secretary ; M. Jackob_
owsky, treasurer and J. M_ Arvey,
M. Helstein, Mrs. M. Helstein, Mrs.
J- G. Grossberg, H. Kalven, A.

Korr, M. Kurtzon, Mrs. I. J. Kusel,

He G Levinson, J. Loeser, Dr. H.
M. Richter, H. L. Rissman, Rabbi
T. Schanfarber and I. M. Schwartz
— directors.
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In 1919 the Mount Sinai Hos-
pital was opened with 50 beds and
no dispensary.

In 1920 the tfbllowing admin-
isrtation was elected :

Morris Kurtzon, president;
ed: Morris Kurtzon, president;
Mrs. Edwin Romberg, vice presi-
dent; Sam Adelman, treasurer;
Mrs. Mamie D. Neufield, secre-
tary; W. S. Neyman, financial
secretary. As directors were
chosen Louis Adler, L. E. Berger,
Harry Blum, Louis Cohn, Isador
Cohn, Sidney S. David, Harry
Elman, Edward Greenstone, Mrs.
J. G. Grossberg, Max Herkowitz,
M. M. Jacobs, Edward Katzinger,
Irving N. Klein, Leopold Kling,
Harry Levinson, Louis Levitetz,
Julius H. Meyer, H.S. Pflaum, S.P.
Platt, Dr. H. M. Richter, Mrs.
B. Schiffman, Rabbi Saul Silber
and David Zork.

The hospital had 90 beds and an
organized school for nurses.

In 1921, the Hospital was ac-
credited by the American Medical
Association, the American Col-
lege of Surgeons and the Ameri-
can Hospital Association.

The Mount Sinai Hospital was
affiliated with the Jewish Charities
in May, 1923. At that time, the
first installment from the Jewish
Charities of their annual contribu._
tion of $35,000: was made to the
hospital. In 1922, a drive was in-
augurated to raise money ‘for
building purposes and with an or_
ganization of more than four hun_
dred workers, proceeded to raise
$500,000. for building purposes.
After an expenditure of $16,000.
in the interest of this drive, the
Mount Sinai Hospital was asked to

Mt. Sinai
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postpone their drive because of a
drive being organized by the vari-
ous charities and the C hicago War
Relief Fund. After mnegotiating
with the following members of the
United Drive Campaign — Judge
Harry M. Fisher, Marcy Berger,
James Davis, president of the Fed-
erated Jweish Charities, Sol Kline,
vice_president of the Associated
Jewish Charities, Jacob Loeb, pres_
ident of the Hebrew Institute,
Julius Rosenwald, honorary pres-
ident of all organizations and J.
Becker of the National War Relief
Committee — the Mount Sinai
Hospital joined forces with the
United Drive Campaign, to help
raise the money for the War Suf-
ferers. In the Building Drives of
1923, of $3,000,000. and in 1925,
of $5,000,000. conducted by the
Federated Jewish Charities, the
Mount Sinai Hospital received $1,.
150,000, towards building pur.
poses. Prior to the organizing of
the Mount Sinai drive, a pledge
was obtained from Mr. Edward
Katzinger in the amount of $50,-
000- towards the building fund.
There were also a number of oth-
ers encouraging the hospital lead_
ers to go on with their work.

Board of Directons for 1936 are
Morris Kurtzon, President; Leop.
Kling, VicePres.; Mrs. Mamie D.
Neufield, Gen. Secretary; Wm.
Reiss, Fin. Seecr.; Maurice Gold-
blatt, Treasurer; Barney Balaban,
A. Epstein, Samuel B. Epstein,
Judge Hugo M. Friend, Aaron
Halperin, Bruno Heller, Walter
M. Heymann, Dr. S_ S_ Hollender,
Milton H. Friend, Edward Katzin-
ger, Irving N. Klein, David S. Ko-
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miss, Samuel P. Platt, Mrs. Ed-
win Romberg, Mrs, Ben Schiffman,
Rabbi Saul Silber, Maurice Dubin,
Executive Directors.

AUXILIARIES

The hospital is also assisted in
its work through several auxilia-
ries and aids in some special
phases of its work. The Mount
Sinai Hospital Service Club in its
budget to the hospital provides
for special nursing care to free
patients medically in need of
same. Also eye glasses, applian-
ces and blood transfusions for
needy patients. It also provides
funds for several social workers.



The Children’s Aid of Mount Si-
nai Hospital assists in providing
supplies and equipment for the
children’s department. The In-
fant’s Aid Society supplies the
nursery with layettes. The United
Order of True Sisters, Lincoln
No. 22, conducts library service
for patients, doctors and nurses.
The Mount Sinai Hospital Work-
ers interest themselves in the
needs for the maternity depart-

“Juowt

First Medical Staff of Mount

Sinai Hospital duly appointed
April 20, 1919:
G. Abelio, R. Arens, M. L.

Arkin, I, E. Bishkow, J. S. Cohn,
. E_ A Fischkin, E. B. Fheilich, A.
H C. Goldfine, L. E. Gordon, B.
Grushkin, L. Handelman, G. B.

Hassin, A. S. Hershfield, C. M. Jac.
obs, E. B, Jacobs, M Jampolis, A.
E. Kanter, M. J. Kaplan, H. Katz,
G- Kolischer, M. H. Lebensohn, A.
Levinson, M. Lewison, J. Lifschutz,
J Meyer, C_ Newberger, H. M.
Richter, G. Rubin, W. H. Rubovitz,
N. Schoolman, V. L. Schrager, A-
A. Straus, I. M. Trace.

Medical Staff of 1936 :

S. Abelson, Emil Aison, Carl
Apple, Philip L. Aries, Aaron Ar,
kin, Morris L. Arkin, Edward
Aron, Reuben Bard, H. H. Bass,
Joseph Beck, H. S. Bezman, M. P,
Borovsky, Harold M. Brill, H. N.
Brown, Henry Buxbaum, Morris
Buyer, Meyer H- Cahan, H. L
Chapman, B. V. Chern, I. M. Cob-
in, Geroge Coe, Hardin Coen, D,
Cohen, Max Cohn, Oscar H. Com-
ess, T. Cornbleet, Harry Cotell,
Martin S. Croft, Nathan Crohn,

Mt. Sinai

Israel Davidsohn, Betty Delson, I.
H. Deutsch, M. Dorne, S. S. Dub.
ovy, L Edidin, Nathan Falk, E.
Falstein, Louis Feldman, Chas.
Finkelstein, M. Fisher, Jacob S.
Fishman, Jerome Fishman, N.
Flaxman, Nicholas I. Fox, N. H.
Fox, G. Freedman, Ellis B. Freil-
ich, Peter Gaborman, B. Gasul,
Jos. T. Gault, M. A. Glatt, H. M.
Golden, B. Goldfield, A H. C.
Goldfine, Frank Goodman, Richard
Gordon, J. M. Greene, Earl Green,
S. Greenberg, Benjamin J. Green_
burg, Harry Greenstein, Harry
Gussin, M. R. Guttman, Louis E.
Handelman, A- R. Hollender, J.
Hork, Harry J. Isaacs, C. M. Jac_
obs, A. H. Jenkins, Abraham S.
Kanne, Aaron Kanter, Herman
Kamin, Philip Kaplan, Samuel
Kaplan, Irving E. Kaufman,
Arthur H. Klawans, Bernard
Kleinman, Alfred J. Kobak, G.
Kolischer, M. D. Kramer, S- Krum-
holz, A. F. Lash, A. M. Lazar,
Leonard O. Leader, J. E. Leben_
sohn, M. H. Lebensohn, Francis L.
Lederer, B- H. Lerner, David G.
Lerner, S. Levadi, I. M. Levin,
Harry J. Levine, A. Levinson, Jul-
ius G. Levy, Maurice Lewison, Alf_
red Lewy, M. Liederman, J. Lif-
schutz, Leonard E. Markin, Morton
G. Marks, L. A. Maslow, Leo F:
Miller, Louis J. Miller, J. M. Mora,
S. Morwitz, A. Neiman, Charles
Newberger, D. Omens, J. Paskind,
Ben Pearlman, Samuel Perlow, J.
Prohovnik, O. B- Ragins, S. L
Richmond, H. C. Rolnick, S. Ros.
enberg, Wm. Rothman, I. Rubell,
H. I. Rubenstein, J. Rabens, I. A.
Rabens, L. Rudolph, H. A- Sacks,
H. Sarnoff, P. A. Sahlins, Bernard
Sayre, I. E. Schapiro, M. Schneider
Noah Schoolman, V. L. Schrager,

— 14 I



B. E. Schwarez, Ellis Schweid, S.
Schweid, Edward Seidman, Harry
Sered, L. Willard Shabat, Henry
Shacoff, L. Sherwin, Henry A. Sie_
gel, Irving Siegel, Harold E. Sil-
verman, M. Sinay, A. A. Smolen,
M. Solomon, Sam Solomon Jr.,
Herman M. Soloway, Louis Stein-

Maurice Dubin
Ex. Director

berg, Milton Steinberg, Alfred A.
Strauss, Siegfried Staruss, Eman_
uel Taft, Wm. Tannenbaum, Isador
M. Trace, S. J- Turner, Maxwell
Wacker, David A. Willis, L. Wex-
ler, S. Wick, Samuel I. Weiner,
Samuel Young, S. Zakon, Max C.
Zapler.

Morris Kurtzon
President

— 15 —
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ADAS BNEI ISRAEL

~Organized in 1912, now at 3515 Douglas Boulevard.

SRw

The Adas is regarded as the
“Favorite Son” to Chicago’s Or-
thodox Jewry. Its platform is na-
tionalistically religious, so origin-
ally conceived for the special pur-
pose of “Sabbath Observance”
some twenty years ago the senior
students of the ‘“Yeshivath chaim”
(now the preparatory of the
Hebrew Theological College).

Among the original founders
were: S. Shulman, David Sacks,
Meyer Weiner, Selig Gedweiser,
Meier Lazar, M. Rosenbloom, Sam
Rabinowitz, Efraim Shub, Meier
Handlesman, the late Nahum Behr
Fishbein and others. Its first pre-
sident was S. London. Their first
meeting transpired in the Yesh-
ivah Building and their regular
meeting place was at the Talmud
Torah of Wood and Taylor streets
whose president, the late Benzion
Leiserowitz, gave them special
permission.

Within the year, they organized
self-educational classes to study
the Pentateuch, the Prophets and
Talmud.

They were fifty members in all.
Some of them were such as to be
forced to work, in order to mater-
ialize their parents’ livelihood, but
who desisted from working on the

Adas
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Sabbath. Their center thus be-
came ‘““a place of sanctity,” where-
in to come to study and learn,
conveniently. This passed one
year after another, these boy
founders were growing up into
adults and with them grew also
their favorite organization by
numbers and influence.

Newly added strength acomed
to Adas by new youth arrivals as
Yudel & Samson Matthew, Pesach
Stein, M. Perez, S. Kremer, Louis
Kremer, Joseph Robinson, Isidore
Kaplan, The Tuchman Brothers,
A. Abrams, Masliansky and others.
And Adas branched out its activi-
ties outside of the boundries of
its center at 1113 So. Ashland
Boulevard.

In 1913, the childrens organiza-
tion ‘“Tifereth Bochwreem’” (Glory
of Youth) of the near Northwest
side (around Ashland and Divi-
sion) joined the Adas, the former
having previously been organized
by the late Rabbi Kremer of yeash-
students as Ezekiel Lehrfeld, Isi-
dore Kaplan, David Winchester,
Notch Newberger, Joshua Bezalel
Kaplan, Moses and Israel Sutz,
Notch Fin and other boys, ages
10 to 12,

In 1915 a branch of Adas was
organized in the Douglas Park
Distriect by Joe Rolnick, I. Lip-
shitz, H. Medowsky and others.

It’s to be regretted that ade-
quate records of minutes of their
early years of activity were not
preserved as to when to have con-
clusively arrived ' at segregating
themselves in an impious environ-
ment and thus create, spontane-
ously, for themselves and their
kindred their own child-atmos-
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phere by which their heritage
might be preserved. . . .

The ‘“Sefer Hazikoren’ archives
hold an extract from an article
by J. Loebner in Chicago’s Daily
Courier as of Sunday August 6th,
1922, in conjunction with their
ten year anniversary, then cele-
brated in prominence by Jewish
Orthodox in Chicago.

The contentis as related word for
word are: “They (the Adas Bnei
Israel) consist mainly of Jewish
Youths and girls who adore and
respect the ideals and principles
of the Torah and Jewish Religion.
Throughout their existence, they
not only aimed at improving them-
selves but what they spread the
Gospel in their surroundings to
young and to those older than
themselves and, whenever they
went their standard bearer “Jew-
ish Tradition” went with them
and calling to Jewry for the Reno-
vation of Zion.

This Adas Bnei Israel conduct
in their mainquarters and branches
classes for studying the Bible,
Talmud, Jewish History, the Heb-
rew Language and Literature as
also classes in English. Under
their sponsorship, lectures on Jew-
ish Topies are held on various vi-
cinities. In each of their branches
are to be found reading rooms.
And above all they strive to pro-
vide jobs to young fellows and
young ladies descent who can, in
no way, accustom themselves to
desecrate the Sabbath and do any
manual labor on that Holy Day

Neither are they lacking in ac-
tion toward the Jewish National
Fund. Through them, fair sums
are realized for this fund.” . ..
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The Adas Building on Douglas
Blvd, was acquired in 1925 for
twenty - one thousand dollars.
Between times, after removing
from Ashland Boulevard, they
rented headquarters at Roosevelt
and Spaulding, thereafter at Saw-
yer and 18th and then at Turner
and 16th Street.

When remodelled, the house-op-
ening of their clubhouse building
was therefore celebrated amidst
special hiliarity and inspired hap-
piness.

Their twenty - year anniversary
was celebrated there also quite
enthusiastically. For that ocea-
sion they issued a special anni-
versary souvenir booklet which, in
addition to other reading matter,
contained a declaration of prin-
ciples, some of which are as fol-
lows: “The Street-environed at-
mosphere brought Jewish youth
about to turning a cold shoulder
toward Jewish Tradition, Jewish
Ideals and Observance. The gol-
den chain of Sacred Jewish Life-
events whose links had been
smelted piecemeally through the
several thousand years of Jewish
existence as a nation, came to
breaking points. . . . The Jewish
Youth growing up without benefit
of guidance -of the Torah or
Ethics, shed from itself all res-
ponsibility toward the tenets of
the Torah and Tradition and be-
gan assuming forms of an alien
life — a life of utter indifference
toward what is dear and sacred
to a traditional Jew.”

“But there were some lads who
having absorbed all ideals of Jud-
aism to the point of self-sacrifice,
foresaw the sorrowful thorny
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path treaded by Jewish Youth
and, so deliberating, determined;”
that means must be taken to bring
Jewish Youth to themselves in the
spirit of Judaism and the Holy
Torah.”” And with the slogan-call
“salvage Youth to God and our
People’” these youths brought
forth the organization of ‘“‘Adas
Bnei Israel” whose aims are to
uphold Spiritual Judaism within
Jewish Youth.”

One of the main Adas issues
was the strengthening of Sabbath
Observance.

They did not rely upon propa-
ganda alone. Her active workers
solicited the Jewish stores in their
neighborhoods and being prevailed
upon some yielded in closing their
stores (for the Sabbath.

They’ve co-operated fully also
with Rabbi Schraibman when the
latter visited here in the interests
of Sabbath Observance.

The anniversary booklet, here-
tofore mentioned, also brings out
the Adas conviction that “a real
Judaic upbringing plus a Judaistice
atmosphere is possible of realiza-
tion in the midst of Jewish Am-
erican life. The medium is a num-
ber of schools provided to teach,
both, general curriculum, like in
the public schools as also Jewish
study subjects which would, in-
directly, serve the vehicle to af-
fecting a Jewishly religious at-
mosphre.”’

“For this reason, the Adas took
an initial lead in the organization
of the first Jewish Parochial
school in Chicago.” A special com-
mittee consisting of M. Perez, J.
P. Stein and other active Adas
members with Rabbi Malach in
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their midst were charged to pro-
vide for the budget of the Paroch-
ial school,

“The problem of helping to re-
build Palestine is one of the most
important aims of Adas. It works
hand in hand with the Mizrachi
Organization. It also formed a
group whose chief aim is to settle
in Palestine for enabling them-
selves to live according the spirit
of the Judaic code.” .The pre-
amble of principle served the lad-
rs and members of Adas through
all the years of their existence,
as now, as a spiritual outline for
its manifold activities as also a
pillar of fire to illuminate the way
of converted Jewish youth into
living in the future.

And for them, there’s no other

"~ way but the Traditionally Jewish
and many an adolescent boy and
girl (many of whom are now
married) were so inspired through
the ‘potency of Adas, many a Jew-
ish home restored whereby the
historic Jewish Web is spinning
on by destining the newly born to
an upbringing on the defined path.
. . . The Adas, thus, became exem-
plary to other youth organizations
to pattern upon.

Consequently, this organization
eased out into two divisions, a
genior and a junior. The junior
division numbers now about 150
members of both sexes in the age
of 8 to 18. A special director (in
the person of Sidney Mossman,
Theology College Student) was
engaged in March 1935 to super-
vise all the youthful activities in
matters of education,

Such youthful educational work
is subdivided for eight -classes
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where instructors (usually stud-
ents of the Theological Clollege)
deliver courses, every Saturday, in
Jewish Literature, History and
Talmud while others take Hebrew
language instructions through
week days also. They have their
social entertainment from time to
time.

They even conduct their own
prayer house in the Adas Build-
ing.

On special occasions, they some-
time serve host to the senior
body, but on the whole, they’re in-
dependent in their actions from
the seniors — masters of their
domain. They’re a manly youth-
ful group, particular in the ob-
servance of the Sabbath and, al-
ways finding time from their tasks
in greeting a guest with a hearty
handshake and offering to be of
assistance.

As their work is progressing in-
to wide scope, the building is be-
coming too small for their needs.
The Juniors need room accommo-
dation for their eight classes and
the seniors (from 15 to 20 in
number) for their five classes for
higher subjects. They need room,
bsides, for their own group meet-
ings as well as for allied organiza-
tions as Mizrachi, Merkaz Hora-
boneen ete. The building for this
reason, was remodelled again with
attempt to accomodating in-
creased space needs. Taking into
consideration that outside of the
activities, heretofore mentioned,
the Adas interests itslf also with
all other important Jewish enter-
prises or understandings, interre-
lated with her ideology, it be-
comes apparent why the Adas
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holds as prominent a position in
the Jewish social life in Chicago.
The following were presidents
and vice-presidents of the Adas
Bnei Israel during the Center-
period on Douglas Blvd.: Rabbi
Abba Abrams, I. Kaplan, Dr. D.
Sacks, L. Broday, Al. Levinson,
Samson, Matthew, M. Perez, P.
tein and Joseph Robinson.
Present officers are: Dr. D.
Sacks, president; S. Shulman vice-
president; Joe Robinson, treasuer;
S. Eastman, recording secretary;
Miss M. Charniss, cor. sec.; M.
Rosenblum, Fin. sec.; L. Cohen,
S. Reitzik, R, Novak, trustees; Ed.
Mattew, S. Matthew, I. Kaplan,
M. Weiner, P. Stein, A. Patinkin,
L. Brody, W. Klein, M. Peretz, S.
Himelfarb and I. Itkin, directors;
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PaE aNa%N ST pRt N3
CONG. BETH ITZCHOK, ALBANY PARK

(4645 N. Drake Ave., founded 1916)

The first Orthodox House of
Worship in Albany Park came into
existence when a home loving and
religious minded fwclass of Jews
settled in Albany Park, the new
North Side section of Chicago.
Soon the familiar sign of “Bosser
Kogher” appeared on a plate glass
window on Lawrence Avenue.
Jewish words spoken between in-
dividuals meetirig on this business
thoroughfare became more com-
mon and the typical topics of
discussion were heard—a Syn-
agogue, a Hebrew School and a
Rabbi to whom one might turn
for final decision on Jewish laws
and activities. One could also
see the familiar symbols of Jud-
aism appearing on doors—‘“me-
zuzes.” Thus came into existence
a new Jewish center on the
North Side of Chicago which has
grown until today it numbers
amongst its Jewish population
more than thirty thousand per-
sons.

All this took place in the year
1916, during the world war. The
Jewish community grew in Albany
Park; streets were less congested;
new homes and apartment build-
ings of modern designs were
coming up daily. Something,
however, was lacking. That was
the real spirit of Jewish life and
activity.

The older Jewish communities
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from whence these pioneers had
come, such as the West and
North West side, had long estab-
lished institutions loved and re-
quired by every true Jew. These
settlers were accustomed to their
respective Synagogues where one
could visit on the Sabbath and hear
discourses by familiar and learned
Rabbis and visiting _lecturers.
They missed their Hebrew Schools
where Young Judea could recieve
proper Jewish training. These
institutions of Jewish culture and
spiritual training were missing in
Albany Park.

Thus, when a Jewish minded
group met, it was decided that
sufficient Jewish families having
permanently established them-
selves in this Community, it was
desirable to organize a “Minyan”’
and conduct the usual prayer
services daily and on the Sabbath.
The only house of Jewish Wor-
ship then existing in Albany Park
was a Reformed Jewish Temple
where Sabbath Services were con-
ducted but at which service the
Orthodox Jew could not feel at
ease.

The first group which organ-
ized the institution which has thus
grown to its present position were
the following: Perlstein, Weiss,
Elison, Weinstein A. Karasik and
others. The first “Minyan” was
held in the home of Mr. Perlstein.
One of the household of Mr. Perl-
stein had in his possession a holy
“Seifer Torah” which was used
at their services. Later an ad-
ditional “Seifer Torah’ was loaned
to this group by the Cong. Ti-
ferath Zion. Thus the Conare-
gation was named “BETH ITZ

LIRE TIRASKN AN DI QI oy
ADYOINT YD1

P30T BaNSPRA TN AN MIN
WRIMR DD WINRNINR YT
DINIRD T AN T YN PINB
16-PARISERAL SR 6731 Wi}/ - N = 3 B fa Rl BRI
2I% IR DM R B I
IN LIDNSWRD 13N T DA LMy
BN PULIIR BW Nvan p 1wRD
N3 PR PN 105‘&‘1 T OTINRL NTMITN
IV 133 DINOYIRE YRITIN LIINOD
WY N LYY D LIVININE N7
NOIDND NN YR B RART S 1eBID
YOR OIVINNT 1anmaN R o,
S13%A DAY IR OIND

SYIBN T OTROWS T 1aNT MM
POR TINI P AN LOTMAYT DR By
oyT 1N na ¥oR 3 onny,,
8 PN DRY /SRR N3, SeEnibd
OYTIR 1P LJDONSRIRD TNN YNIN)
UNRASGK ANN OINT NI PR Smw
2BMYL PR IR I DY pINB
,OMNPYa BSEY) BYI T T 1aNn
SINOTOIINEY YN T PRD
“POR YD ININTTE T Y IDNBIY
Sempyn nanD

13 DIYNIYY LIRS IR DY DR
DM DYDY nRoyays Ron
N MDRTY DRI LINDYSY  RDY
TTOIANT YWTIN IR — PDNIND
RTINS B IUnIIvaIN
oYSN  DIY  .baRmYY  an oy
ADYY M3 DINNTIYI M TN 1wy
BRI DY M0 PR Y ooy
MD DR L IDSNIMIBN TN PINTY M
T} ODNT WY N DR IpIMBYOYIYs
POy DN YT R BIMRY
DNYY ,ITINTED R HINNaIRD DIYINR
VRN RPN D' M3 [ymys PN
SYIODID WM YT YOMIYT LN
TPTINT LVIPNS 1Y DNV IR BN
=MBD N O IYTOHIR TIN T tann
NR S 1Y naRen, Ne N
A2V TUNNI R PID apT jann
PR YD IYHNI 1ENR Py na,
TPIOOPR WIS i DInpwoys



CHOK” in memory of the de-
parted son of Mr. Perlstein.

The Congregation then leased
a Hall on Lawrence Avenue to
conduct their services and elected
its first officers: Elison, President;
Weinstein, Vice President; and
Weiss, Treasurer. To assist this
group, there also organized a
Sisterhool and Mrs. Louis Weiss
was elected its first President.
The membership grew and in 1919
under the presidency of Kaufman,
the Congregation obtained the
services of Dr. Isaac Millner as
its first Rabbi and teacher of the
Hebrew School which had been
organized. During that year, the
site for the Synagogue was pur-
chased at the cost of Four Thous-
and Dollars.

In 1920 under the Presidentey
of Perlstein, a drive was made in
the interest of constructing the
proposed Synagogue Structure.
In 1921 under the Presidency of
Kaufman, and M. H. Skolnick,
then Vice President, plans to build
materialized and the building of
the Synagogue started. The com-
mittee in charge and supervision
of the work were the following:
M. H. Skolnick, Chairman, I.
Strahl, I. Zukerman, M. H. Jacob-
son, Weinstein, Kaufman, Kahn,
Goldberg, Perlstein and Lewis.

In April 1922 the corner stone
of the Synagogue was laid. Ser-
vices were continued during the
period of construction in a leased
Hall on Kimball Ave. near Law-
rence, and the High Holidays of
1922 were celebrated in the new
Synagogue.

That winter, was inaugurated a
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Late Friday Night Sabbath Ser-
vice, in English and in Hebrew,
commencing at 8 P. M., for the
benefit of those who found it im-
possible to attend the regular
Friday night Sabbath Service.

‘n the same year, the Syna-
gogue established a “Chevra
Mikra” to read Jewish Literature.
The present instructor of the
“Chevra Mikra” is Rabbi Moishe
Goelman. The same period saw
the founding of a Sunday School
which is attended by children who
are not active students of our
Hebrew School.

During the years 1923-1927 Mr,
M. H. Skolnick, was President and
assisted as Vice President by the
following: 1923, Goldberg; 1924-
26, Glickman and 1927, by M. H.
Jacobson. During this period a
Young Men’s and Young Ladies
Club was organized. Aaron Kritz
was the Cantor(1923-30) and the
Spiritual Leader was Rabbi Eng-
lander (1926-30).

In 1926 was organized the Jun-
ior Congregation of the Beth
Itzchok and full Orthodox Ser-
vices have since been conducted
on the Sabbath exclusively by the
students of the Hebrew School.
In honor of the memory of its
leader who departed this life at
the age of sixteen, this Junior
Congregation has been named Hill-
man L. Jacobson Junior Congre-
gation of Beth Itzchok.

In the same year, the Congre-
gation purchased its own burial
plot at the cost of Fifteen Thous-
and Dollars. The first Superin-
tendent was Goldberg. He was
followed by Wax and M. H. Jacob-
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son and the present Superinten-
dent is M. H. Skolnick.

In 1927 they enlarged the Syn-
agogue. The task was placed in
charge of the following committee:
Lewis, Chairman; M. H. Jacobson,
Secretary and Treasurer; M. H.
Skolnick; H. Root; H. Goldberg;
H. Weinberg; H. Berger and L.
Adelman. The North and South
Walls were removed and wings
were built extending to the lot
lines of the Synagogue Property;
these wings were raised in the
appearance of balconies and set
aside for the exclusive use of the
women.

During the years 1928-1930 M.
H. Jacobson was President and M.
Astrahan Vice President. and in
August, 1930, was organized the
“Hillman L. Jacobson Gemillas
Chasodim”.

In 1931 M. H. Jacobson was
elected Honorary Life President
Beth Itzchok and H. L. Brodv was
President from 1931 to 1933. He
vog assisted as Vice President in
1931 by I. Zukerman: and in
1932 by Pritikin and in 1232 by
B. Fisher. In 1931. Rabhi Isaac
Siegel became the spiritual leader,
in 1932 Tevele Cohen. th» Contor
and Philip Glickman, Sexton.

During the administration of I.
Znkerman. as President, and B.
Fisher as Vice President in 1934,
the membership of BETH ITZ-
CHOK increased by almost one-
third the meetings of the
membership are well attended: the
Hebrew School under the direction
of Rabbi Siegel and Levy as
Teacher. and M. H. Jacobson as
Superintendent gives Jewish train-
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ing and education to 135 boys and
girls in six separate grade classes
and the Sundey school under the
tutelage of eight volunteer women
and young ladies and under the
supervision of Rabbi Siegal and
M. H. Skolnick as Superintendent
serves two hundred fifty Jewish
boys and girls from six to fifteen
vears of age. )

Three separate “Minyans” are
conducted each morning in the
first floor auditorium, where after-
noon and evening services are also
held. In the morning hours of
each day, except Sabbath, there
can always be seen a Jew at the
table with his “Tillem’”. Near
him is always his treasured charity
box where free will offerings are
given by those who desire and
these funds with additional sums
are given daily to the transient
seeking relief at the Synagogue.
The keeper of this typical Jewish
charity is Mr. Eleazer Lieberman.

In addition to this tvpe of char-
ity, BETH ITZCHOK, through its
financial support assists every
other known Jewish Activitv. and
any other worth while charity
which comes to its attention.

At a meeting of the Svnagocue
held in Februarv 1935. it was
moved and carried that the history
of Congregation Beth Itzchok of
Albany Park be nerpetrated in
the SEIFER HAZIKOROIN and
the Committee chosen for this
task were the fol'lowing: Honorary
Life President M. H. Jacobson,
Past President M. H. Skolnick, Ex-
Officio President I. Zukerman and
Attorney Samuel L. Freedman.

Passover, 1935, Alderman H.
L. Brodv was elected as President
and B. Shein Vice President.
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HILLMAN L. JACOBSON
GMILAS CHASODIM
(FREE LOAN SOCIETY)

The “Gmilas Chasodim’ whose
function it is to loan money with-
out interest to deserving people,
is considered wone lof the most
valuable organizations in Chicago.
It was established August 7, 1930,
at the burial of Hillman Eliezer,
16 years old the only son of Morris
H. and Sarah Jacobson. Hillman
was deeply beloved by all, parti-
cularly at the Beth Itzchok Syn-
agogue, where he grew up nobly
in Jewish traditional spirit, was
very active in the Talmud Torah
and was President of the Junior
Congregation, now named in his
memory: ‘“Acheai-Hillman” (Bro-
thers of Hillman).

The foundation capitol was $566,
contributed by his admirers. The
initiators were Rabbi Moishe
Goelman of the Chevra Mikra, who
donated the first $10; Mr. and Mrs.
M. H. Jacobson; M. Skolnick;
Louis Gladstone; W. Pritikin; J.
H. Wax; Ed. Lowy; Joseph Lewis,
deceased; Philip Glickman; H.
Berger; B. P. Schwartz; B. Gold-
enson; Dr. H. Elfenbaum; Dr. A.
Elfenbaum; and William Elfen-
baum.

Since then 450 loans were grant-
ed in a total sum of $22,000.
The Society now has 350 members
paying $2 per year.

The present officers are: M. H.
Jacobson, President; J. H. Wax,
Vice President; M. Skolnick, Trea-
surer; Isidore Wax, Secretary. The
members of the Board of Direc-
tors are: H. Berger; Dr. H. Elfen-
baum; B. Fisher; P. Glickman; B.
Goldenson; Ed. Lowy; S. Levine;
W. Pritikin; and B. Schwartz. I.
Yoffee, trustee.
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Every Wednesday evening a
business meeting is held, where the
officers recieve all those who come,
some to make payments on old
loans, others, with two endorsers,
to obtain new loans. But all,
whether coming to give or to re-
ceive are greeted in 'the same
friendly spirit.

There is a homelike family at-
mosphere at these meetings, but
a real holiday spirit prevails at the
general membership meetings once
every two months, when the mem-
bers come to hear a report of
activities of the previous period.
On the large table, at which the
officers are seated, lies the mem-
orial book, in which are inscribed
the names of deceased members,
for whom memorial services are
held every holiday and the ten
days of Atonement. Among the
assembled, there is a pleasant calm
and a holiday feeling during the
entire meeting. After the business
part of the meeting is over, re-
freshments are served to all by
various members at their own ex-
pense. Rabbi Siegel delivers a
talk, Cantor Tevele Cohen, accom-
panied by a pianist, enlivens the
evening with song. It is worth
while to attend these meetings.
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RABBI ITZCHOK SIEGEL

Born in 1894 in Yashum, Vilno.
Son of Chaim-David and Braine.
Grandson of Rabbi Itz’'l Dayon
of Covarsk, Kovno; nephew of the
well known (for their charity and
hospitality) Pinchos and Pesi-Libe
Jaffe of Birmingham.

His father, a well known
shoichet in the old country is now
shoichet in Birmingham, Alabama,
for the last 15 years.

In his youth Rabbi Siegel stud-
ied Talmud in the “Yeshiboth” of
Vilno and Dvinsk. At the age of
17, being proficient in two “S’do-
rim” Talmud with its comentaries,
he entered the Eshiboth ‘“Rabbi
Itzchok Elchonon”, of New York,
where after four years of study,
he was ordained a Rabbi.

Rabbi Siegel also attended the
Universities of Illinois and Wis-
consin. In 1915 he wrote a paper
about “Chasidism and Haskalah,”
for which he recieved a price from
the B’nai-Brith”’. He was Rabbi
in Houston, Texas; South Bend,
Indiana; and since 1931, he is
Rabbi at the Congregation ‘“Beth
Itzchok”. He was Vice President
of the Zionist organization of
Texas; and is Vice President of
the ‘“Mizrochi” of Chicago. His
wife Molley is active in various
social organizations. They have
three children: Israel, Deborah and
Janett.

=DMy s Jpnyy nva,, v 1931
WRHABDINE WT DB pIYINYIE
DNDPYD DRBY N2 PINRIININ
WA NE BIPTIYIE DM N
135 M08 1T IR LNNpR IR
TANT O DD TIODENEOYIYS N
IR AT S W -3

AR
NI

Yaag
|

s

230 pRY 2T

(1894) 7370 4vo 7t panaw
TEYNOT DD N A0 ey R
PN OPBND IYTOURIMA IR TS
WVIR WT ND DM WHIVPWIN
B Y R A 15 Y IR ovf
NDRINROR ORI PR
M 1B SPuMN IR PR %D aan
VINND L POIRNRD 11D T SpYIN
VODIRNINI YT 1B pUYRSE R IR
SDYE N DNIB /T oWITINTDYION
AON DNTIIMTE DD YENY NS

D:‘._vﬁm 51D 201 vNn PMSIR
WOND N NN MW Aoy e

ey 17T pDIMT IR wmn N
MY DR MINYDA pr7iaNn LBSR

N B9 MDD B N1 Q™MD
MNE QYT ,37 WIRWMIR 1B /Ma
PR (190 .37 390 % L1 oYnawen
PRXY /9 nN2w,, 'R OIYDIPYIIN Y
=V NG IRIY DA IO
12D 1YDIPND NN N 4 paays
=0va BYDMVANINN X PrTINING
=Y, 1R (1915) Ty vNn T
YTOIMT LUINNIOSR N vy
iy /N3 2 7I8B
IR INSTINFBN IR IND 1B N
J10320 IR mTon
LDYDOPYD LINBDY IR 2% 1
BT NN RINVIIN ID ObIND

g
sy



CANTOR TEVELE COHEN

Born in Yekaterinoslav, Russia.
Son of Yehuda-Z’vi and Elke
Cohen.

For a period of thirty years
his father was cantor in Yek-
aterinoslav. At the age of eight,
Tevele began to sing in his father’s
choir, and so as a wonder child
he used to give concerts in the
large cities.

After the pogroms, the family
came to America and Tevele,
possesing a wonderful voice,
gave concerts in various cities in
which he was very successful.
After his voice changed, to a
tenor, he served with his brother
Cantor A. Cohen (at present in
Cleveland), and meantime con-
tinued his studies in the American
Consevatory of Music with pro-
fessor Songer. Harmony and
theory he studied with professor
Garfinkel, during which time he
obtained a great knowledge in
Jewish musie and liturgy.

His first position as a yearly
cantor he served at the south side
congregation ‘“Ohave Emuno Beth-
Hachodosh’” for three years;
seven years he served as cantor
at the Logan Square Congrega-
tion “Sh’are Tzedek’”, and since
1932, he is cantor at the “Beth
Itzchok” Congregation of Albany
Park.

His wife Helena Feingold; Anna
Bella, Jordan and Beverly, are
their children.

BN STONIIVE INT MDY B
ST L ONETYIY Ay 3w

LABYRTHINA N YD

10

TIND YSyIPD B

MNODNIMPLRPYT PR ME

PR 2N T 7 1NE I LTINSD
AT ypsy

NP TpBNE Pronr e 30

TOp YR OLIINSDNIMIVORPYT 'R 1N
TYIIN YOMNMND BRI XY 8 1B Yy
TTND DIYLND T PR I AN

Y BIYOR  TIPCIWITIINRN DOR 1IN
YOHOIIY T PN QAR IMIMRT
L1 By B pynw

DYIP UONTIRE YIMWINT T TN
RPMYAR P YSvaRe yni 07
TYHHINT T O YONYn 1IN
1T DOR DONTVONT YD 1PN
YT BARE MY IR LTINS paMaR
PYODIMP W M DMK PRy
a3 DINIRT NIVD DY YNy
DBYIR) 179 1IN 1T LY7o N3
T ORE BYYr IN (_'rqagﬁﬂ*ﬁp 1N
SIMDIND  INDYIYPNR,, '8 OvTIbe
TIND LENTE M3 DM AR TIRDEN
93 BIAYS PINPY PR NN LA
“2.% 00 PRYTIN YR ) nEw
T %533 DIN SpIEINY LANB M3
J15BMY 3N YROTIR YR DE'DNND
Y35y DON YOunY yuwnay m
OIND IR (8T 3) ¥ BYILIND LN
N3 aneR amy, Sme T
IEJ&S 'R Y DINKRT a8y 7 wann
B IR PTY v, ST INDD
prIivY M3, DN oy ey 1932
DINE 1IN 1B Momw

-1



MORRIS H. and ETHEL

SKOLNICK
Son of Eliezer and Zepura, of
Klintzi, Tchernigover province,

Russia. His father was well known
as a devoted worker in Jewish
life. His grandfather, Reb Men-
achem Mendel, was the Head of
the Yechiva at Homli. His
mother’s father, Zvi Pinchas Lif-
schitz, was Rabbi of Klintzi for
thirty years and then repaired to
Jerusalem, where he became one
of the most influential leaders in
the orthodox settlement. Morris’
parents engaged a special teacher
of the Talmud for him and his
brothers.

In 1893 he married a cousin,
Ethel, daughter of Chaim and Ne-
Choma Skolnick and in 1904 came
to Philadelphia. Later he moved
to Chicago, where he has been
successfully engaged in business
and active in Jewish communal
affairs. He was one of the origi-
nal founders of Beth Itzchok Syn-
agogue, Grenshaw Street Talmud
Torah, Anshei Mizrach Synagogue,
Home for Wayfarers, and the
Agudath Hakehiloth; Board of
Directors of Hebrew Theological
College; Board of Directors Shelt-
ering Home; Vice President of the
Kehilo; Vice President of the
Albany Park Zionist Organization;
and a supporter of all Jewish
charities, in which Mrs. Skolnick
is also active. 0

Their children, Emanuel, Louis,
Meyer, Lila and Celia.
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MORRIS H. and SARAH

JACOBSON

Son of Samuel-Helman and
Michli, a Charitable, religious
family of Zager, Lithuania.

Studied at Hebrew Schools and
the Zager Yeshiva. Came to Man-
chester, England, in 1902. There
he married Sarah, daughter of
Moishe Aaron and Rose Elfen-
baum, philanthropists and ready
hosts to the Jewish needy. They
were original members of the
Central Synagogue of Manchester,
and coming to Chicago, they were
also original members of Beth
Itzchok, to which they always con-
tributed liberally.

The Jacobsons arrived in Chi-
cago in 1913. On October 18,
1914, they were blessed with the
birth of their only son, Hillman
Eliezer, who developed physieally
and spiritually into a model of
learning, fine manners and cordial
behavior toward young and old.
Even as a child he was leader and
President of the Junior Congre-
gation, graduated from Hihbard
Junior High in 1929 into Roosevelt
High School and gained a place
on the honor roll in his third year
at Roosevelt High.

In 1926 Mr. Jacobson spent five
months visiting England, Latvia
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Lithuania and Palestine, Every-
where he gave to charity and he
found heartfelt recognition of his
great generosity. The Beth Itz-
chok Synagogue and the Zionist
organization gave a banquet in
his honor and his mame was in-
scribed in the Golden Book of the
Jewish National Fund.

To perpetuate the memory of
his father and her father, Mr.
and Mrs. Jacobson in 1928 donated
four bronze wall candelabras for
the East wall of the synagogue.

August 4, 1930, the gifted Hill-
man was drowned. This calamity
was profoundly mourned by all.
His parentp, as religious Jews,
found strength to survive their
grievous loss and continued to
perform all manner of good deeds
in memory of their son.

Mrs. Sarah Jacobson is the
founder of the auxiliary of the
Daughters of Zion Day and Night
Nursery, Albany Park Branch.
After the death of their child,
the Auxiliary decided to assume
the name “Hillman L. Jacobson
Auxiliary, and the Jacobsons are
devoted workers in this organ-
ization. They are original found-
ers of the Beth Itzchok Synagogue
and have held high positions there.
In recognition of their good deeds
they were elected to the lifelong
honorary presidency of the Broth-
erhood and Sisterhood of the Beth
Itzchok Synagogue. They were
also founders of the Free Loan

Society, Gmilath Chasodim, of the
Chevra Mikra, and are active
workers in all congregational af-
fairs. Their activities also in-
clude the Daughters of Zion Nur-
sery, Independent Sisters of
Charity, American Ladies Aid
Society, Hadassah, Kehilla Exec-
utive Board, Eastern Star and
support to individual poor. Mr.
Jacobson is a member of the
Masonic fraternity, B’nai B’rith,
and Zionist organization.
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JOSEPH and ANNA
LEWIS

Mr. Lewis was born in 1866 in
Phillipova, Suvalk province, Lith-
~uania. In 1888 he married Anna
Bernstein of the same city,
daughter of Jacob and Leah Bern-
stein, a prominent local family.

In 1889 they came to Troy,
N. Y. and two years later, Mrs.
Lewis’ parents joined them there.
They lived there five years, and
together with their parents,
carried on m peddlers’ supplies
business. From there they moved
to La Salle, Illinois, where they
established a large department
store, and gained great promin-
ence.

Coming to Chicago in 19186,
they retired from active business,
conducting, a quiet Jewish life
and loyally supporting all Jewish
charities to which they belong.
They were among the original
founders of the Beth Itzchok
Synagogue, Gemiloth Chasodim
(Free Loan Society), and Chevra
Mikra. Mrs. Lewis is Honorary
President of the Beth Itzchok
Sisterhood, active in the Daughters
of Zion Day Nursery, Independant
Sisters of Charity, ete.

Their married children, John, of
St.. Paul, Esther, of Chicago, and
Ida, of Minneapolis. Mr. Lewis
passed away Feb. 27, 1935, leaving
an excellent reputation in the
community.
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ISADOR and ROSE
ZUKERMAN

Son of Zev Wolf and Eve,
orthodox religious parents. His
father’s parents, Abraham and
Liba, of Horidok, and his mother’s
parents, Chaim Note and Leah
Girshfeld, were respected re-
ligious families in -their native

towns. He studied in religious
schools and also in a general
school.

In 1906 he came with his father
to his brother, Benjamin, in Chi-
cago, and in 1907, their mother
joined them. In 1910 he obtained
employment with the Metropoli-
tan Life Insurance Company, and
since 1914 has risen to a prom-
inent position with the New York
Life Insurance Company.

In 1915, in Chicago, he married
a cousin, Rose Kresner, from New
York, a native of Bialistok, where
she learned Yiddish and studied
at the Malachovsky School.

Since then, he is active in var-
ious institutions, and since 1934,
President of the Beth Itzchok Syn-
agogue of which he was an orig-
inal founder; director of Beth
Medresh Lathorah; executive board
member of the local Zionist or-
ganization; member of the Vaad
Hakehilo; and supporter of all

important Jewish activities. Mus.
Zukerman 1is President of the
Bialistok Ladies’ Auxiliary and

devoted worker in other organi-

zations.
Their children: Hilbert, Thelma

and Leah.
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BEN AND BERTHA FISHER

Ben Fisher was born in Kalvari,
Suvalk. Son of Hersh Leib and
Roche-Zelde. At the age of one
year his father died and his mother
She
gave Ben a Hebrew education.
At the age of ten, Ben began to

was left the sole supporter.

work in order to help his mother.
At the age of twelve (in 1897)
he and his mother came to Amer-
ica, where because of ability,
sincerety, and energy he succeeded
in all his enterprises. He occupies

an honorable pkace fin commu-

nal life. He was Vice President
of the ‘“Beth Itzchok” Congre-
gation of Albany Park. Contri-

butes to all
Mrs. Fisher is also inter-

important Jewish
causes.
ested in everything Jewish and in
the same manner they reared their
children: Harold, Perry and Rubin;
Gladys, Sam, Sally Lily and Eva.
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PHILLIP GLICKMAN

In 1891, at the age of seventeen’
he come to America from Shavle,
Lithuania. Son of Azriel and
Miriam; grandson of the Rabbi
Eliezer Levinthal of Kurtevyan.
Attended the Yeshiva in Shavle
where he studied with Rabbi
Shloime.

In 1898 he married Rose, the
daughter of Itzchok Yacheles, one
of the founders of Ezrath Israel
Congregation (north-west), where
Mr. Glickman was the first sec-
retary; he was successfully en-
gaged 35 years in the furniture
business. Since 1922, he lives in
Albany Park, where he is socially
active. 1925-28 Vice President
of Beth Itzchok Cong., 1928-29,
First Trustee; 1931, Secretary.
Was President, 3 years and for
the last 15 yeans secretary of
Biconsfeld Lodge of “Modern
Woodmen of America.”

In 1932, he retired from his
business and became Superinten-
dent of Beth Itzehok Congrega-
tion.

Their Children: Leo, M. D. in
Minneapolis; Esther Brasilow;
Irving, attorney; Lawrence, Theo-
dore, business men; Norman Stu-
dent of Law; Chicago.
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SISTERHOOD
OF “BETH ITZCHOK
SYNAGOGUE”

In the developement, activities
and progress of the “Beth Itzchok
Synagogue” the cooperative assis-
tance and faithful devotion on the
part of the sisterhood is ever-
present.

The officers, the chairladies of
the various committees, selected
by the sisterhood, as also all the
sisters of this organization, are
always standing watech to provide
necessary funds for the syn-
agogue.

Throughout the run of her ex-
istence and ever since the forma-
tion of the synagogue, the
sisterhood became an important
factor in the acquiring of funds
and in all other social undertak-
ings for the benefit of the syn-
agogue.

While the “Sefer Hazikoren”
cites the history and accomplish-
ments of the ‘“Beth Itzchok Syn-
agogue,” it'’s to be common
knowledge that everything, so
accomplished, came to be by the
assistance of the sisterhood whose
devoted deeds, so rendered, are
recognized with honor and esteem
by all the officers and members
of the synagogue.

The membership of the sister-
hood grew with every passing year
and numbers now to about 325
lady-members.

The following mesdames served
as officers during their respective
terms;

Ex-Presidents
L. Weiss, 0. Kallick, S. Kriloff,
W. Scharff, M. H. Jacobson and
J. Lewis.

Present Officers
H. L. Brody, Pres.; B. Shein, H.
Berger and J. Z. Levy, Vice-Pres.;
K. C. Dawvis, Chairlady of the
Board; Rose Phillips, Rec. Sec.;
H. Horberg, Financial Sec.; C.
Bernard, Corresponding Sec.; IL.
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Tucker, Treasurer; 1. Siegel,
Chaplain; E. Seideman, Happy
Day Chairlady; N. Schuman, Honor
Chairlady of the Sick; B. Shein
and M. Mann, Sick Committee;
S. Flaxman, Publicity Chairlady;
E. Goldman, Chairlady of Mem-
bership.
Trusties

F. Glassman, B. Fisher, M. Bros-
toff, T. Green, E. Cohen, A. Cohen,
E. Goldman, B. Schwartz and R.
Adelman.

In 1930 Mrs. M. H. Jacobson
was elected Honorary Life Pres-
ident, and in 1932 Mrs. Joseph
Lewis was also elected Honorary
President.



Mr. and Mrs. Charles Becker

Mr. Becker was born in 1898 in
Bagaria, Rudom, Poland. Son of
Leib-Note and Bluma. Came to
Chicago, 1906. Attended Hebrew
schools, sang with famous local
cantors. At the age of 10 he liked
to mold a candleholder, a “Mogen
Dovid” ete., from dough in his
father’s bakery. He studied for
druggist, but he was more inclined
towards the artistic side of bakery
products. — At the age of 16, he
began to work in his ffather’s bak-
ery and became a great artist. His
bakeries are famous all over the
city.

In 1916, he married Sophia,
daughter of Wolf and Priva Lit-
vin, vreared traditional - Jewish.
Their children: Marvin, to whose
“Bar Mitzva’ .the late world-fam-
ous cantor, Yosele Rosenblat, came
as guest especialy from New York;
Leonard, who became “Bar Mitz-
va’’ in Beth Yitchok Cong. with
great parade; and tehir youngest
son, Walter, are reared in a Jew-
ish-traditional life. The family
mingles with great artists, musi-
cians and literary men.
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A picture of sculptury made of cake. A distinetive bit of
artistry. A master wonder-cake, ingenuously designed by that
skillful craftsman Charles Becker, 3548 Lawrence Ave., Chicago.
He is also the originator of the famous Bar-Mitzvah ornament.
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Beth Midrash Hagodol of Albany Park

Founded 1923

In 1921 there was in all of
Albany Park but one very small
congregation. In the summer of
1923 a second congregation was
organized. It went by the name
of ““Congregation, Beth Mordechai
of Albany Park,” and it was
housed in a hall. The moving
spirits in this new group were:
P. Friedman, Pres.; R. Allen, Vice
Pres.; B. Finkelstein, Treas.; D.
B. Plotzinski, A. Fried, D. Arkin,
Ph. Goldberg, H. Marver, L. Weiss,
S. Zaretski, and Mr. Bell.
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The services of the first Rosh
Hashanoh were held in a somewhat
large hall. An appeal for a Talmud
Torah brought a response of
$1,400. After Succoth the follow-
ing were appointed to manage the
affairs of the Talmud Torah:
D. B. Plotzinski, Pres.; A. Fried,
Vice Pres.; H. Feinberg, Treas.;
and H. Marver, Sec. At this time,
the Talmud Torah possessed 55
members and 36 pupils. The
ladies auxiliary (of eleven mem-
bers) was guided by the follow-
ing officers: Mrs. S. Zaritsky,
Pres.; Mrs. R. Allen, Vice Pres.;
Mrs. A. Fried, Treas.; and Mrs.
D. B. Plotzinski, Sec’y.

A short time later Rabbi B. Z.
Margolin was elected to the
spiritual leadership of the congre-
gation. With the help of D. B.
Plotzinski and B. Finkelstein, he
organized a “Committee for the
observance of Kashruth.”

Before Rosh Hashanoh (1924),
the congregation bought the pre-

sent site of the synagogue at a
cost of $19,400. By November
15 following, the first payment
of $6,000 was made. The fol-
lowing composed the “Committee
for Synagogue Site”: D. B. Plot-
zinski, A, Fried, M. Weisberg, and
D. H. Kontorovitz. At the same
time a “Building Committee” was
constituted of the following mem-
bers: Taff, Hisch, A. Fried, M.
Jaffe, J. M. Kalish, B. Finkel-
stein, H. Feinberg, D. H. Konto-
rovitz, S. Rubinstein, L. Sherman,
K. Kanis, S. Bright, and D. B.
Plotzinski. During that year A.
Fried was president of the con-
gregation.

The congregation did not yet
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at that time have even one scroll
of the law that it could call its
own. To remedy this deplorable
situation, the Allen family do-
nated a costly scroll in memory
of husband and father. At the
subsequent celebration when the
scroll was formally presented to
the congregation, a sizable sum
of money was realized for the
purpose of building the new
synagogue. It is also worthy of
note that the first two sets of the
Talmud were donated by Mrs. S.
Zaritsky and Mrs. R. Allen.

On Rosh Hashanoh 1924, Rabbi
Margolin in an impassioned appeal
obtained pledges of $10,000 to-
ward the new building. With such
responses, it was no surprise that
the cornerstone of the new
synagogue was laid in June, 1925.
The congregation, now engaged
in a monumental enterprise, and
changed its name to Beth Hamed-
rash Hagodal of Albany Park.

About March, 1925 the first
floor of the new edifice was com-
pleted and a celebration marked
its entering into use.

In that year Sam Steinberg
was elected president. Two years
later (1927) the presidency went
to Morris Jaffe for a year. Then
in 1928 Sam Steinberg was re-
elected for the third time. During
his second administration the
building (whose seating capacity
is 2000) was finally and wholly
completed at a cost of a quar-
ter of a million dollars. The
dedication was celebrated in
memorable style.

Shortly after Dr. A. E. Abram-
ovitz was called to assume the
rabbinate of this growing con-
gregation. A lively activity be-
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gan in order to fill the holy place
with a Spiritual Content, and it

succeeded in bridging the gap
between the two divisions of
American Judaism — the old

and the young. The former be-
come more devotedly active, and
the latter brought with them
their youthful energy. All now
began to work harmoniously for
the welfare of the congregation.

In 1929 B. Schulman assumed
the presidency, remaining in
office until M. Jaffe’s reelection
in 1931. The latter was followed
in 1933 by attorney Sidney Wolfe,
who is in office at the present time.
The remaining members of the
present administration are A.
Fried, Vice Pres.; H. Firestone,
Treas.; M. Jaffe, B. Schulman, M.
Goldberg, Trustees; Alex TFried,
Secretary.

After the resignation of Rabbi
Abramowitz in 1934, Rabbi Albert
N. Mandelbaum was selected as
the leader of the congregation.

Knowing his twelve years ex-
perience as a Rabbi, he keeps his
Rabbinical position with author-
ity. The congregation has re-
sumed the budget of the Hebrew
School mnd has also opened a
Religious Sunday School for those
children who are not of Hebrew
School age and in which 150
children are already registered.
In this school, Jewish religion
and Jewish History is taught by
teachers who are students of the
Hebrew Theological College.

The synagogue proper is di-
vided into two parts. Upstairs is
an exceptionally beautiful place
of prayer reserved for Saturdays,
Holidays, and occasions of im-
portance. The ground floor con-
tains a smaller synagogue for
weekday services, a large hall,
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and meeting rooms for the Chevra
Mizva, Gemilas Chasodim, Chevra

Thillim, Library, Men’s Club,
Board of Directors, and Ladies
Auxiliary. :

On the ground floor, also, is
housed the Talmud Torah. There
are not many educational insti-
tutions to compare with it. Before
1929 plans were under way for
a separate building to house the
Talmud Torah, adjoining the
synagogue. But economic con-
ditions intervened, and the plans
had to be abandoned temporarily
until normal times will permit
them again to be taken up and
finally realized.

However, these plans and their
vicissitudes have not affected the
spiritual progress of the Talmud
Torah. 300 pupils are instructed
daily and thoroughly in fun-
damentals by teachers trained and

experienced in their specitlized
profession.
A staff composed of such

teachers as A. Rabinovitz, prin-
cipal; I. L. ‘Barov, B. Zhitnik,
A. S. Zalesky, and H. Shaniro is
in itself sufficient guarantee of
sincere and successful educational
effort.

The Talmud Torah has a num-
ber of innovations that ought to
serve as an example for other
schools. Space permits the men-
tion of only a few of these in-
novations. Worthy of note is the
manner of handling the problem
of “bar mitzvah.” Whereas until
recently the bar mitzvah of a boy
either became the whole of a boy’s
education, or it had no place at
all in the Talmud Torah -curri-
culum, this school recognizes the
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value of the bar mitzvah in a
boy’s life and has made provision
for it. A special class has been
organized that prepares the pupil
thoroughly both for the bar
mitzvah day and for his duties
following it.. The class meets
twice a week and in it are
gathered all pupils who are 12
yvears old or over. At the same
time all pupils of the bar
mitzvah class attend their re-
gular classes where they study the

school’s curriculum with other
pupils. The bar mitzvah work
does not supplant their Hebrew
studies; it merely supplements
them.

Noteworthy is the arrangement
of the class program. The pupil
during this time meets more than
one teacher. Definite provision
is made for Hebrew, Bible,
Prophets, Yiddish, History, Cus-
toms and Ceremonies and other
subjects so that the pupil who is

MIKRAH GEMORRAH

When the Beth Hamedrosh was
still at Lawrence and St. Louis
Avenues, declared Mr. Fried, a
woman, Baile-Odel Meyer, came
in one day and pledged $100
towards organization of a Chevrah
Mikrah; and that very nevt Satur-
day evening she actually brought
her savings, wrapped in a shawl,
a~d the establishment of the
Chevrah Mikrah became a fact.
Rabbi B. Z. Margolin, A. B. Fried
and other devoted members drew
up eighteen regulations for the
conduct of the Chevrah Mikrah.

During its existence, the active
workers included: Moses Kessler,
A. Perlman, P. Hurwitz, A. Fried
and M. Sholovetz.

Gershon Goodman is the in-
structor of the Chevrah. The
Rabbi of the Synagogue, Rabbi
Mandelbaum, reads the daily por-
tion.

Since 1930, A. Fried is Presi-

graduated is sure of a well-
rounded Jewish education.

The Central Hebrew High
School maintains a branch in the
synagogue to provide secondary
education for graduates of the.
Talmud Torah who elect to con-
tinue their Hebrew studies. The
number of those who choose to
do so has been steadily increasing.

The Talmud Torah income is
derived from tuition paid monthly.
However, a good 30% of the
pupils are unable to pay tuition
and present a problem which the
community must, sooner or later,
solve.

Finally, the institution is fur-
ther distinguished by the spirit of
harmony which rules it. This is
evident among the teachers, pupils,
parents, officers and rabbi. All
have one aim in view—to give
the boys and girls of Albany Park
the best Jewish education pos-
sible.
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dent of the Chevrah Mikrah and
the studies are held mornings and
evenings, comprising Mishnah,
Ain Jacob, Shulchan Orach and a
portion of Talmud. Sabbaths a
special portion of Talmud is
studied. Besides tuition fees and
other expenses, the Chevrah
Mikrah contributes $100 a month
from its treasury to the Beth
Hamedrosh.

In 1933, it organized a Chevrah
Kedushah. Every year the Chevrah
Mikrah entertains at a special
Chanukah holiday banquet, where
hundreds of members enjoy them-
selves. This is one of the greatest
festivals among the activities of
the Synagogue.

The present officers are: Presi-
dent, A. Fried; Vice-President, M.
Sholovitz; Director, J. Zoldin;
Secretary, P. Hurwitz; Treasurer,
D. Arkin.

FRUMA FIERSTEIN FREE
LOAN

A very charitable and useful
service is done in the Congrega-
tion by the Fruma Firestein
Gmilas Chased, which was or-
ganized during the Passover of
1932. This institution lends money
without interest even to non-
members of the Synagogue. The
capital which was originally $500
has now increased to $1200.00,
and since its organization there
was a turnover of $5000.00 on ap-
proximately one hundred loans.
One hundred and fifteen members
pay three dollars annually for the
Gmilas Chesed, and other con-
tributions are also received.

On Rash Hashona of 1933,
Harry and Sarah Dubin donated a
“Seyfer Torah” in honor of their
son Louis.. The “Seyfer Torah”
was raffled and brought in a con-
siderable amount of money. The
officers of the Gmilas Chesed are:
P. H. Goldberg, president; J. Mil-
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ler, vice-president; H. Fierstein,
treasurer; M. Jaffe, secretary. The
Board of Directors consist of
Messers D. Arkin, J. Granat, J.

Zoldon, D. S. Levin, Louis Cohen,
M. Shalowitz, and B. Schulman.
The committee meets eevry Sun-
day morning for the purpose of
The Board of Di-
rectors meet once a month, and

granting loans.

the general membership meets

once in three months.
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OFFICERS OF BETH
HAMEDROSH HAGODOL
Sydney Wolfe, President; Morris
Jaffe, Vice-President; Hyman Fire-
stein, Treasurer; Aleck Fried,
Secretary; Ben Schulman, Trustee;
Milton Shalowitz, Trustee; Isadore

Chaplick, Trustee.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

D. Arkin, L. Cohen, Abe Fried,
Aleck Fried, H. Firestein, A. B.
Finkelstein, C. H. Goldberg, M.
Goldberg, P. H. Goldberg, B.
Golden, Jack Granat, Dave Galler,
M. Greenberg, Fred Greenberg,
J. Hertzberg, L. Hirsch, Ben
Horwitz, L. T. Herzon, Morris
Jaffe, J. Jankowsky, I. Kagan,
J. M. Kalish, F. Knass, J. Miller,
C. Kanes, Harry Leaf, Sol Leaf,
Maurice Osherow, A. Rosenthal,
A. Robins, M. Shalowitz, B. Schul-
man, H. Shallon, I. Shapiro, L. J.
Shudnow, S. Steinberg, J. Talff,
B. Zagoren, M. Zaslavsky.

HEBREW SCHOOL BOARD
Morris Jaffe, Chairman; D. Arkin,
Abe Fried, A. B. Finkelstein,
H. Firestein, D. Galler, M. Good-
man, P. H. Goldberg, J. M. Kalish,
A. Lifschitz, J. Miller, A. Robins,
B. Schulman, M. Shalowitz, and
S. Wolfe.

SISTERHOOD OF BETH
HAMEDROSH HAGODOL

Mrs. I. Baum, President; Mrs. C.
H. Goldberg, Past President; Mrs.
I. Fond, Vice-President; Mrs. B.
Schulman, Vice-President; Dr. M.
Marcus, Vice-President; Mrs. M.
Schneiderman, Recording Secre-
tary; Mrs. I. Halpert, Financial
Secretary; Mrs. A. Wener, Treas-
urer; Mrs. M. Shalowitz, Mrs. S.
Levine, Mrs. H. Firestein and Mrs.
I. Shapiro, Trustees; Mrs. I. Fond,
Membership Chairman; Mrs. M. H.

Miller, Chairman Happy Day
Fund; and Dr. M. Marcus, Social
Chairman.

SISTERHOOD EX-PRESIDENTS

J. Teff, Weisbuch, J. M. Kalish,
and C. Goldberg.

BROTHERHOOD
Jack Granat, President; Morris
Warshawsky, Vice-President;
Harry Shallon, Recording Secre-
tary and Irving Kagan, Treasurer.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

B. Schulman, M. Osherow and

J. Osherow.



RABBI ALBERT N.
MANDELBAUM

Born 1898, Jerusalem, Palestine,
son of Rabbi Simchah and Esther
Mandelbaum, foremost personali-
ties in Palestine. A grandchild of
the famous Rabbi of Turov, Rabbi
Boruch Mandelbaum, author of
“Noda Bashorim” and of the
famous Rabbi of Kobrin, known as
Rabbi Nochum’ke Kobriner.

He studied in Rabbinical Acade-
mies in Jersualem, and the
Yechiva College in New York,
where he was ordained in 1921.
For 12 years he was Rabbi in
Albany and Troy, N. Y. and Louis-
ville, Ky., and since 1934, he is
the Rabbi of Beth Hamedrosh
Hagodol of Albany Park. He re-
ceived his B. A. at the University
of Nebraska and his M. A. at the
University of Louisville. His
thesis he wrote on “The Minority
Rights at Versailles” and “Zion-
ism from Haron to Loussanne”,
and he also has a few volumes of
manuscripts, essays and sermons.
In 1923, he married Leah Gordon,
daughter of Rabbi Jacob Gordon,
Toronto, Canada, author of books
on homiletics and ‘“Halachah.”

Mrs. Mandelbaum is a learned
and active worker. They have two
children, Allen and Rayma Judith.

Member Assoc. of Yeshivah
Rabbis, executive member Central
Relief Com., union of Orth. Cong.
of America. Chairman (1926) of
upstate N. Y. Keren Hayesode
Unmpaign, national executive of
the Mizrachi, honorary member of
Roh Pi Phi Fraternity.
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ABRAHAM BENJAMIN FRIED

Born in Ponivez, where his ma-
ternal grandfather was “Maggid.”
Reared in a very pious atmosphere.
Studied under his paternal grand-
father in Veigeveh, Reb Joseph
Chaim Shochet, a Saintly Jew.
Later he studied under his Ponivez
grandfather and in the Yeshiva
there. He was also active in the
“Loan Fund,” which loaned money
without charging interest.

In 1901, aged 20, he came to
America. He worked in Baltimore
for one year at a former school-
mate’s, a tailor; for 15 months he
worked in Chicago, in Lowenthal’s
food and milk store, and in 1904
he married Mrs. Lowenthal’s sister,
Ethel, a daughter of Reb ‘Elijah
Ber, Cantor-Shochet of Kurtevyan.

With his dowry of $150 he be-
gan a business in wrapping-paper
and paper bags. A year later he
entered into partnership with his
brother-in-law and established the
“Fried and Bell Paper Co.”

He is a volunteer reader in tthe
Torah: 7 years at ‘“‘Anshe Anti-
poli,”” 3 years in ‘“Shohare Sefath
Ever” and “Hebrew Institute,”
and 7 years in the Kehilath Jacob,
where he becomes an honorary
member. When he settles in Al-
bany Park, he is among the found-
ers of ‘“Beth Medrash Hagodol of
Albany Park,” which he supports

liberally, and of which he was
president, vice-president, treas-

urer. For the past 4 years presi-
dent of the Bible Society and the
entire time he has been the reader
in the Torah.

His son, Aleck, married to
Rabbi Newberger’s daughter, Ber-
nice; his daughter, Fay married
to Meyer Chorpash; his daughter,
Esther, married to Sam Rubin;
and his sons, William and Milton,
observe the Sabbath.
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SAMUEL STEINBERG
Born, Kotelne, Zhitomir, Russia,
son of Jacob and Ethel, merchants.
I"ather, a saintly character, friend
of famous Kotlener Rabbi, grand-
son of Techernobiler Magid.
Till 17 studied in Yeshivas, then

active in father’s business, fre-
quenter of Koltener Rabbi’s home.
Married, 1901, Libby Zhitnik,
Korostishev, Kiev, of prominent
family, whose home was center
of Jewish community and repre-
sented it to gout. Libby was well

loved by family and in social
circles, educated, and gifted in
business.

Because of Russo-Japanese war,
Steinberg immigrated to Philadel-
phia (1903), with wife and child,
Rose. Moved to Chicago (1908),
became established in business and
took active part in all national
and local worthwhile causes. Till
1932 on executive and administra-
tive committee of Z. O. Contribu-
tor and worker for Keren Hayesod
on executive of Ukraine Verband
and for war relief of which Murs.
Steinberg was treasurer.

Large contributor for syna-
gogue building “Beth Hamedrash
Hagodol D’Albany Park,” of which
he was president as long as he
lived in neighborhood.

Children: Rose, married; Jack
Rose, grandson of Chassidic Rabbi;
Minnie, married Elrood Mitchell;
Jake; Pauline, married; Melvin
Hirsch; Ida, married P. Rivkin,
Attorney; Sylvia and Boris.
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MORRIS JAFFE

Born 1887 to Abraham and
Bessie Jaffe, Uravitch, Minsk,
Russia. Father a prominent mer-
chant and communal worker.
Famed for hospitality. Afterwards
from America he sent money to all
Uraviteh institutions. One of the
builders of Beth Medrash Latoran.

Morris Ja”e was reared in a

orthodox Jewish home. Studied
till 18 and then entered his
father’s business. 1910 came to
Chicago. 1911 married Annie,
daughter of Louis Levinson, pro-
minent family of Slutsk, Minsk,
related to the Slobodsky family.
Her mother is sister of Nathan
Schultz, former sec. of Denver
Sanatorium.
One of first founders and sec. of
Beth Medrash Hagodol of Albany
Pk. Several terms president and
vice-president and chairman of
Talmud Torah. Director of Beth
Medrash Latorah. Member of
Zionist Org., Masconic Lodge and
other organizations.

Children: Harry, Irving, Har-
riet and Marvin.
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HYMEN FIERSTEIN

Born 1877 to Hirsch and Fruma,
Dubna, Volynia, Russia. Reared
in a very religious atmosphere.
Father a very pious man. Studied
from age of 14 to 17 in Slonim
Yeshiva. Then studied in Brisk
and delivered Hebrew lectures.
Came to Chicago in 1905, associ-
ated with Lebovitch Hasidim,
taught children in their syna-
gogue, read the scroll of the Law
installment business. Since 1920
for the congregation. Entered the
he is engaged in the curtain and
drapery business, and thanks to
his honesty and artistic taste, he
has been successful.

1916 married Rose, daughter
of Simon Levin, a Maskil and a
scholar.

Mr. Fierstein is known as an
ardent supporter of all worth-
while institutions. Prominent

member of Beth Hamedrosh Ha-
godol of Albany Pk., where he
founded a model loan fund in
honor of his charming child, Fru-
ma, who died at age of 10, and
whose memory is sacred to Mr.
& Mrs. Fierstein.

His older daughter, Sarah, is
married to an ordained Rabbi of
Visoke Litovsk.
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ATTORNEY SYDNEY WOLFE

Born December 19, 1901, in

Chicago. Son of Hyman and Tsyrel -

Wolfe, of Zoger, (Kovno), Lithu-
ania. Reared orthodox, attended
Hebrew school until 15 and also
received private instruction. Was
graduated from public school with
honors, and obtained his law de-
gree at Kent College of Law, Chi-
cago, in 1926, whereupon he
entered the practice of law. Due
to his ability and honesty in his
association with his fellow-men,
he has attained a high measure
of sueccess in his profession and in
social life generally.

In 1928, he married Miss Sylvia
Warshauer. Children: Winifred,
6, and Arthur, 2%. Active since
1927 in the Beth Medrosh Hagodol
of Albany Park, serving two terms
as President since 1933. Mem-
ber of many important Jewish or-
ganizations and institutions, de-
voting himself to all Jewish na-
tional problems.

Maintains law offices at 1 No.
La Salle St., Residence, 5506 No.
Sawyer Avenue.
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M. SAVITZKY

He came to America in 1888
from Minsk, Russia. A worker,
and is always interested in Ju-
daism. :

A reminiscence, of which he
always talks about is connected
with the building of the Hebrew
Theological College (Beth Medrash
L’Torah). He once had listened
to a speech about education; he
became so enthusiastic, that he
wrote a letter to Rabbi E. Epstein,
in which he offered a loan of $300
(his sole fortune) to buy the
ground, where the present building
is, and to build a Yeshivah. His
$300, shall be used as a deposit,
and the rest of the money shall
be raised by rafling the grounds,
and the person who will win the
ground shall be bought in his
name.

No answer was recieved on his
letter, “but who cares, since there
is a Beth Medrosh L’Torah,” he

says.
His late wife, Rochel, gave
birth to five sons and three
daughters: Annie, Jack, Esther,

Abe, Fred, Sylvia, Sam and Dave.
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What Does the Talmud
Torah Do?

Boys and girls ranging between
the ages of seven and fourteen
are taught Hebrew and Jewish,
and are reared in a genuine Jewish
atmosphere. These youthful twigs
and offshoots of the age-old Jew-
ish tree here imbibe their sap,
and strengthen themselves to bear
fruit as have the generations be-
fore them.

The Hebrew school (Talmud
Torah) is the lightning-rod which
protects from the storms raging
on all sides, amidst tumultuous
surroundings. Strong are the
storms; with terrific impetus do
they assail the Jewish tree to
uproot it together with its found-
ation. Too deep, however, is the
tree imbedded. Generations upon
generations have indelibly dren-
ched themselves with its blood and
life, and no storm can or ever will
demolish it. So has it been, so
it is, and so shall it be.

Endangered, however, are these
youthful twigs — the young child-
ren. They must be guarded and
protected so that the ‘outside
storms work no harm until they
root themslves and become firmly
attached to their base. This is
accomplished by the Hebrew
school because of its competent
and sincere teachers, coupled with
the earnest desire of its active
leaders.
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What Does the Hebrew School
Give?

The association of the children
in the Hebrew school, their con-
tact with teachers whom they love
and by whom they are loved, the
Jewish teachings and talks which
they hear there, the trill of know-
ing and the excitment of others
knowing, their concentration of
thought and feeling to all that
is Jewish, their realization of
teacher’s satisfaction at their prog-
ress, their seeing and feeling of
this knowledge and ever increas-
ing love for Jewishnes—all these
and their daily repetition results
in understanding and a genuine
feeling for all that is Jewish.

No sooner does the child arrive
at the Hebrew school when he
senses that this is his world. The
child here is in his own and not
among strangers. Here begins
his self-realization; the Jewish
“self”. Here is molded the form
and character of this Jewish child
— Sammie and Sarah — are im-
bued with Jewish knowledge within
the child—not by force, but nat-
urally and smoothly. One does
not have to ask the child about
Jewishness; one can note it in
the very being that the spirit has
been fostered and instilled within
him by the Hebrew school.

Jewishness For the Jew

As long as people are classified
according to their national an-
cestry, will those who recognize
such classification not be ashamed
of their Jewishness, and will not
exchange it; they know the im-
possibility and empty falseness of
such exchange. Jewishness to
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them is not the forced will of
their parents from which they can
not be rid; to them, Jewishness
is a beam which shines when it
is dark. As long as this mighty
power (to defeat the darkness
existing among mankind on earth)
has not as yet been revealed, as
long as THAT DAY has not yet
arrived, just so long will Jewish-
ness be the very life for the Jew,
and long life, a rich content of
everlasting ‘““being”’.

The Traditional Jewish Home

Jewishness is composed of many
rings chained together. One of
these rings is the Jewish home.
During hundreds and hundreds of
yvears pure hearts and clear minds
have unceasingly worked to make
the home more beautiful, cleaner
and healthier. They have furn-
ished the home with family-purity
and love, peacefulness, good man-
ners, harmony between children
and parents, hope and not worry,
hospitality, (charity, belief, joy,
and so on, and so on.

The home has been an uni-
versity of different faculties: The
kitchen, the Jewish kitchen with
its complete ritual; the dining
room, the Jewish table with its
characteristic manners; the love-
nest of father and mother with
their devoted, honorable love; the
children’s room with the saying
of “Kris-Shme’” (night prayer)
and the “Moide Ani” (morning
prayer); the particular prepara-
tions before’ each Saturday and
holidays; the mother’s and grand-
“Licht bentchen” and
reading from the “Teitch Chu-

mish”; the father’s and grand-

mother’s
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father’s going to “Shul” and their
“Gut Shabos” upon their return;
their “Sholom Aleichem’ @&nd
their “Kiddish”; their singing of
“Zmiros” and their patriarchal
sitting at the table; and all the
other customs of old and young,
have been studies on how to live
on this earth.

Twenty-four hours per day,
week days, Saturdays, and holi-
days the Jewish home has been
full of tenacious content for
hundreds of generations. The
Jewish home museum: the can-
dalabras, the “Kiddish” goblet, the
spice container, the “Chanukoh-
lempel”, the “Mgileh’”, the Mat-
zohs, the Passover items and the
“Koselach” (goblets), the child-
ren’s colored “Koselach”, the Shv-
ues flower (garland), the
“Esrigpushke” and all the other
things of such character have
built the bridge between the pres-
ent and the long, long ago. Every
custom has bound the Jewish home
with the generations of the past.
In the rituals of the mother’s
“licht-bentchen’ the child has seen
a distant light, the light of Jewish
mothers’ blessings of long ago.
In the tune of the father’s “Kid-
ish” and “Havdulah”, the child
has heard the “Kidish” and “Hav-
dulah” of Jewish generations be-
fore him. The child has derived
his pride as Jew from his father’s
and mother’s Jewish home.

The American Jewish Home

Here in America the situation
is such that the Jewish home has
become emptied. Even by the
great majority of American Jews,
who are bound to the Jews of
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tradition, we do not find the home
of the past. Instinctively they feel
that with the emptying of their
Jewish home they have lost the
spiritual-poetic feeling which en-
riches the Jewish life at all times
with a separate content, and cre-
ates enthusiasm and courage for
further existence.

One can see by their faces and
by the atmosphere in their home
the longing for a content in their
Jewishnezs. They remember the
pride, the enthusiasm, and the
joy of the Jewishness of the older
Jews, and they compare it with the
emptiness of their own Jewish-
ness which lacks poetic beauty,
enthusiasm and joy, and their
hearts become heavy, and they
seek a way out of such a situa-
tion.

They no more can accuse Jew-
ishness because it does not inspire
them than can the anemic argue
with the sun for not warming
them. People with understanding
realize, that no ideal can inspire
those, who are not wholly imbued
with it. However, the majority
of the American Jews can not be
counted as being so. They know
that they have left and many have
plainly deserted the beauty pos-
sessed by Jewishness; therefore
no one is to blame that Jewish
life has become plain and unin-
spiring for them. True enough,
there were reasons and conditions
which contributed to this state, but
this does not change the situation.

Some time had to pass before
the people began to realize that
to go on in their present state
of laxity in Jewishness was im-
possible, and an inner call began
to be heard, urging them to return
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to the source from which they

departed.
It was difficult to make that
“return’” on the entire front.

There were circumstances which
still blocked the way. So the
return began at the point which
‘was psychologically nearer and
surer to encounter less opposition.
They started sending their child-
ren to the Hebrew school. The
child did not need to worry about
earning a living, consequently the
parents say, “Let him learn Jew-
ishness”; the child not needing to
be occupied on Saturday — “Let
him go to prayers”, say the par-
ents, ete., ete.

The Hebrew School Rebuilds
the Jewish Home

The sending of boys and girls
to the Hebrew school by their
parents is truly the start of the
rebuilding of the traditional Jew-
ish home. The child that is reared
and learns Jewishness in the He-
brew school, takes home with him
the Jewish spirit of his learning.
The child enjoys a nice story as
told to him by his teacher, and he
returns home to retell that story.
The child is happy with the story
and thus does the story spread
over the entire home. The same
is true with a song and with higher
learnings. :

Sara and Sammie return home
with lessons which their teacher
gave them to do at home. The
home becomes full of their books
and papers. When a difficulty
arises in their home-work, they
consult either their mother or
father, and ask her or him to
explain it. When the Hebrew
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school has an affair, the children
bring their relatives and upon
returning home, Jewish atmo-
sphere is brought back with them.
On Saturday, the child goes to
the Hebrew school to pray and
when he returns home he enters
with a “Gut Shabos”. The first
few times the “Gut Shabos” of
the child may be overheard and
may have as little effect as a drop
of water wupon burning sand.
However, it is not always so. No
matter how hardened the parents
may be, yet in their hearts there
is still a spark of longing for that
poetic moment of Jewish tradi-
tional life. Because of circum-
stances, that spark may be covered
with dust, but not extinguished;
therefore when the child comes
from the Hebrew school on Sat-
urday and says “Gut Shabos”, it
acts like an electrical shock upon
that spark and in time it is bound
to bring reactions.

Not so fast does the process
of reawakening come into the al-
ready emptied home; psychological
and economic factors do not per-
mit it; however, that process oh-
tains a stronghold.

The Hebrew School Revives
the Respect to Grandfather
and Grandmother

Because of the grandchildren
who attend this school, the ob-
servances of those Jewish tradi-
tions as brought over here by
the parents from the old country
are revived. No longer are they
ashamed of the silver candle
sticks, the “Korben Minche Sid-
dur”’, and the “Tzaionu-Urainau”
which was brought here by the
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old mother with her shawl; no
longer are they ashamed of their
father who came here with his
“Talis-zak’, which he brought over
together with his “Jewish stub-
borness” to remain loyal to the
bequest of his parents and an-
cestors. And the old ones have
been rewarded for their patience.
Long did they carry their ‘“Ta-
leisim-zek” and ‘“Korben-Minche”
siddurs until along came the
grandchildren from the Hebrew
school and began to reestablish
that Jewish content, began to
bring back that proud Jewish feel-
ing and the real “Jewish home”.

Two Jewish worlds, one young
and the other old, have united
and prepared to combat the weak-
ness and forlornness of the present
Jewish-American home, and to
brighten and reenliven Jewishness.
And the longer the campaign goes
on, the stronger becomes the
position of the aggressors, because
the Hebrew school is their for-
tification.

It Is Getting Livelier

There is every indication of
success. TFacts show that young
mothers have begun to “bentch-
licht”. TFathers and children make
“kidish” on Friday evenings and
the family indulges in a real Sab-
bath  table. When Saturday
comes, the father is purposely
home to dine with the family.
So it is done on the holidays,
and on Passover a ‘“Seder” is
prepared and the child asks the
“kashes”; and all this, they =:ay,
is done for the sake of the child-
ren. Parents no longer give the
excuse for sending their children
to Hebrew school, that they do
so only to keep the children off
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the streets and away from the
automobiles and from making
noise at home. Now the children
are sent to the Hebrew school
for the very purpose of having
them tavght and reared in Jewizh-
ness. And when the children re-
turn home from the Hebrew
school, the parents are sincerely
interested in knowing what pro-
gress the children have made in
their Jewish learnings.

Mothers are interested in saving
the writings of the children since
they have begun going to Hebrew
school. Parents now realize that
in order that their children should
derive anything from the Hebrew
school they must take an active
part in its financial backing,—
so they attend the Hebrew school
gatherings. They become mem-
bers of committees that work in
behalf of the school. They take
an active part in its entertain-
ments just as they do in their
private affairs.

All this changes the entire as-
pect of the parents to the Hebrew
school. Their indifference to it
disappears. Very seldom do par-
ents bring children to the Hebrew
school with the statement, that
they personally are not interested
in sending their children there but
that they heard of such school
in the neighborhood and want to
give it a chance. Today one does
not hear such utterings. No long-
er do people look upon the Hebrew
school as upon the “Tzdokeh-
pushke” (the charity box). Par-
ents send contributions to the
Hebrew school the same as they
do for other necessities. Those
who do not attend the Hebrew
schools contribute in the same
manner as a good citizen pays
taxes for the upkeep of municipal
institutions.

18 FIRSS IWTTIR QyINe oy e
YRNTIN,, TYPIBRT TYPIONPN YT
ddahity:

1IN POON IR PYTIN DO MY
TUIIVONIY ONT TN AT M R
"3 OIN THDNPIRD T IR 1ENTD
TIMNSIND IR DVIDIRNY T 1DnYD
SYRRTPITIR YN WT DD Bep
DIVIS PMY ST L0NT PDINMIRD
A3V5RNR PUTIN DTN T OIIN 1ORD
BORT ABRP WT WIS DN NN
SN YT TYDONDY POR B N
THI5M T SN L uEMaIN T 1D MY
Ay T 1R N

SYPPNyap? LAy oy

D1IND YOR INTIRE (Y1 DY 1IN
N LIOMNIYT IDPRD LIONDIYT TNE
THIYA TANAYIIN 1aNT DIYLIR MIIv
1IRD YT 1IN DIYHRD DI (e
TRE YT DN DIRIIETPIDMID TP
2D IDYTNaY N DYNRTE oM
Syeysd  YNND YT BMY haw
DY INNIN IRDI 1DY 1Y T annR
WH DY MR IMRE T BB
DYIRTE [DB 1IN ,D12ID"RMY NN
™7 BIYID 7D DNT 1IN TID R YD
AU DINT DYOR DNT 1IN nveD,,
=5y WTND T 2N INBYY B
QYT 1D MR DY IR LMD ITUD
SR MY YD LATIN TIMON W TP
SRONDN TROMNE DINTTHIIR B T8
DR OTYSHID B YT DRI N 153
WINPT YD BRI BN LAbY
AT 2Y5I% YPRY TN TSN IR
TTYN LANNTYT 1IN 10N I5NY 1IN
DD YLD TP T OIN NN TR
MTOYPRY YR 00N 1IN TIndn
SENYS I DVDYIPDIINIRG  1YDOY
ST ONTOLINDY DY N 1 Y9
OMTIPYS YRTTIN 1IN
1% DYIYDIIN N 12NT DYDND
=3 YT B fBRMR YT MO
IMITYO 1ANAYIIN 1IND T DI YT
12 1290 1Dy L00IN TIvSn 1R
SNT TIWD TP 0TI OIN LIEMTIND 1N
i D0 I 7= o T AT G 1177 S T o
DR SVNIR DPHPR IR IYHYI M I
— INYINARE GYSMNIRIB N

gl



A Weapon in Life for Children
and Parents

Parents send their children,
boys and girls, to the Hebrew
school  in order that they be
taught and reared in the Jewish
spirit, in order to arm them with
the necessary Jewish knowledge
and feeling. When they grow up
and are ready to enter the active
life of the community where peo-
ple are strictly classified accord-
ing to their nationality, then let
them feel and know that they are
Jews and why they are Jews.

Not only because they are born
of Jewish parents do they ecall
them selves Jews (and are called
Jews by ohers). They are Jews
because they bear all those human
traits which are historically de-
signated as Jewishness. When
the child enters community life
he must be prepared both as man
and as Jew. Such is his fate.
One part of his armor is given to
him by the public school and the
other by the Hebrew school.

Life goes on alony definite roads
and crossroads. It is not a matter
of luck. People who spin in the
whirlpool of life are not strong
enough to influence nor to regu-
lzte its motion. However, when

an intimate question arises that
~ deals with their immediate family
circle, particularly with the future
of their children, then they give
thcught and apply suitable action.
Conscientious Jewish parents give
the following very serious thought:
we send our children into %he
world. We make every effort to
prepare them in every way for
their economic and communal life.
According to their communal
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classification they must appear as
Jews. Even though at some time
or other because of some reason
or other, they may try to deny
their Judaism openly, it will be
of no avail; others will come to
remind them that they are Jews
—therefore we also must prepare
them for such moments so that
no matter under what conditions,
they will remember the contribu-
tions rendered (and being render-
ed) by the Jewish race to the world
in general, and therefore they are
equally entitled, and particularly
as Jews, to profit and share in
the world’s fortune.

The Teachets

Those who are acquainted with
the methods of Jewish upbringing
in America, know that the teach-
er’s mission extends far beyond
the border of mere pedagogue.
The teacher, besides teaching the
Jewish child, is also the link be-
tween the Jewish home and the
Jewish race.

If the Jewish front holds on
and strenghtens itself under all
domestic conditions, then we must
be thankful to the untiring de-
votion of the teacher, who often
times works with sacrifice of soul.
Yet in the darkest moments re-
mains loyal to his mission of the
Jewish cause.

If under all difficulties, there
grows and is being reared a Jew-
ish generation, then it is the result
of the work of the heart and
soul of one who never deserts the
Jewish front—that is the Jewish
teacher.

The Hebrew School Worker

We must also recognize and
properly evaluate the effort and
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worry of those who work for the
continued existence of the Hebrew
school, because the Hebrew school
is more than an educational insti-
tution. Here, the Hebrew school
is the only spiritual foundry which
molds a steel-proof spirit in the
young Jewish generation and also
for its parents and friends. The
Hebrew school is the only racial
fortress to protect all that is Jew-
ish, according to the philosophy
of those who want to continue
the future of the Jewish nation
in the light of Jewish tradition.

The Hebrew school workers are
devoted to their work not because
they have children attending the
school. They are devoted to the
Hebrew school because they are
loyal to the interests of the race
and its continued existence. And
every one who has an interest in
the Hebrew school knows how to
evaluate this work.
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