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Preface

cago but of the entire Northwest totaled less than 300; 
to-day they number close to 300,000 in Chicago alone. 
This unparalleled growth is a most interesting chapter 
in the history of the miracle city that in less than a cen- 
tury has risen from a marshy׳ waste to the second city׳ 
in the land and the fourth in the world.

That this chapter must be worthy the recounting, 
is manifest. But, though several attempts have been 

made in the past to gather and publish the annals of Jewish Chicago, 
this volume represents the first endeavor to treat this phase of local his-

The earliest account of the Jewish community of Chicago appears 
to be that of Dr. Bernhard Felsenthal, whose eventful life figures so largely 
in the history of Jewish activities almost since the beginning. In 1894. 
he prepared for the American Jewish Historical Society a seven-page 
tract entitled, The History of the Jews of Chicago. Three years later 
Dr. Felsenthal and Herman Eliassof published a History of Kehifath 

worship in Illinois, and rhe following year Dr. Felsenthal presented The 

lishment of Sinai Temple, in which he had taken a leading part.
These three sketches, besides papers presented before various soci- 

eties by Henry Greenebaum, Leopold Mayer and Mayer Klein, were the

In that year there appeared the most detailed 
account so far given of the local Jewish community—that prepared by 
Eliassof and published in the Reform Advocate in its annual number 
dated March 4, 1901.

Nothing further was attempted in the way of a comprehensive out- 
line of Jewish life, until 1917, when the editor of this volume, on the eve 
of the Illinois Centennial Celebration, projected a history׳ of the Jews of 
Illinois and was instrumental in calling into existence the Jewish Histor- 
ical Society of Illinois. Dedicated to the task of collecting, preserving 



and publishing historical material relating to the Jews of the state, the 
society planned as its first step the production of the proposed history, on 
artistic and scholarly lines. When this project was called to the attention 
of Governor Frank O. Lowden, he gave it his most enthusiastic approval, 
writing in a letter to the society:

I am very glad indeed that the Jewish Historical Society of Illinois

fought bravely in our wars; they have contributed largely to our cummer- 

ment of our arts and letters; they have shown genius in the organization 
and conduct of charitable societies.

Your Society is-to be congratulated upon its patriotism and enterprise 
in seeking to present to the world the achievements of the Jews of Illinois, 
under a free government, through the medium of such a beautiful book as 
you are preparing, which is in itself a noteworthy achievement.
The war interfered with the plans to publish the history, and the 

project had temporarily to be given up. Much valuable material had 
been assembled, however, including a study completed by Professor 

y Baldwin, of the University of Illinois, on the partEc
played by Jews in colonial times in this state. These data, as well as 
others that were being gathered continually, were carefully preserved: 
and in March, 1922, the Jewish Historical Society of Illinois was reor- 
ganized and active effort put forth to produce a trustworthy and coni■ 
prehensive history of the Jews of Chicago. This volume is the result, 
Professor Baldwin's contribution being published herein as an intro- 
duction.

In its production many hands have served, and acknowledgment 
is due a number of persons without whose cooperation it might never have 
been brought forth. The editor takes this belated opportunity to express 
his gratitude for the invaluable aid given by the late Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, 
of revered memory, who was vice-president during the first three years 
of the society’s existence and served as acting president when the presi- 
dent, Julius Rosenwald, was called to war service. To M. E. Greene- 
baum an expression of indebtedness is also long overdue for his unfail- 
ing encouragement and vigorous support from the very start. Dr. Otto 
L. Schmidt, president of the Illinois State Historical Society, and presi- 
dent of the Illinois Centennial Commission, has repeatedly extended all 



manner of kindly assistance, as has also Professor Edmond James, for- 
mer president of the University of Illinois. The Chicago Historical 
Society has likewise been most obliging at all times in permitting the use 
of its facilities as well as the reproduction of its records and illustrations.

Since the reorganization of the Jewish Historical Society of Illinois, 
S. J. Rosenblatt has been a leading factor in its progress. Rabbi Joseph 
Stolz, Max Shulman, and Rabbi Saul Silber, executive members, and 
Nathan D. Kaplan, former vice-president, have been of great assistance 
to the editor personally as well as to the organization, and particular 
thanks are owing for their consistent interest and helpfulness.

Acknowledgment is also due Joseph L. Gatzert, that staunch pio- 
neer of Chicago Jewry, for his zealous co-operation in the securing of 
data embodied in the early chapters. The venerable Elias Greenebaum, 
since deceased, whose ninety-six years did not deter his interest in the 
project, furnished much valuable information, as did also Henry L. Frank.

To the late Herman Eliassof, the projectors of this volume are panic- 
ularly indebted. He placed at their disposal his voluminous records and 
writings on Chicago Jewish history, and his kind guidance was of great 
aid in the early stages of the work.

Here an explanation of the arrangement of the book may be desir- 
able. There are three sections, of which the first, Part I, comprises a nar- 
rativc of the development of the local Jewish communit)' from the arrival 
of the first settlers to the present year. Its fourteen chapters are intended 
to afford an adequate perspective of what the Chicago Jew has wrought 
in a communal sense. Part II contains accounts of what he has accom- 
plished in the various fields of individual effort—the arts, the professions, 
industry and commerce, public service, and so forth. Part III is devoted 
to the leading Jewish organizations and institutions of the city, giving a 
separate history of each and an outline of its present-day activities.

Naturally, a certain overlapping of material is unavoidable, as 
between these three phases of treatment. The endeavor has been made to 
reduce duplication as much as possible, consistent with adequate han- 
dling of the subject matter in each category. And to enable the reader to 

ous parts of the book, an alphabetical index is appended at the end.
In all three sections the text is interspersed with the life stories of the 

men and women prominently mentioned therein. In these personal 
sketches, as throughout the book, moderation of tone has been striven for. 
and extravagance of expression avoided. The aim has been to produce 
a history of Chicago Jewry, authentic and reliable in form as well as in 
substance. As for the substance, it has been drawn from the most author­



itative sources available, and nothing has been set down which has not 
been verified by good authority.

Carefully as the material for this History has been compiled, however, 
it is not claimed that errors have not been made or that it is complete and 
final. The scarcity of records, the impossibility of positive verification, 
and the lack of co-operation, all of which were encountered in various 
instances, make historical accuracy and completeness an ideal hardly 
within reach. Those responsible for this work claim only that all pos- 
sible care has been used to present the significant facts as correctly and 
comprehensively as possible. In this connection, it is hoped that the vol- 
ume will stimulate interest in local Jewish history and bring to light im- 
portant historical material, the existence of which was not known or which 
was not available when this account was compiled.

have done in Chicago and for Chicago from the earliest times when the 
advance guard of men and women of Jewish stock and tradition, fleeing 
like the Pilgrim fathers from distant lands overseas, where the future held 
for them only continuing and cumulative oppression, cast in their lot with 
Chicago’s other pioneer settlers; what these first arrivals and those who 
soon began to follow them made of themselves and did for others under 
the inspiration of American freedom and opportunity, with nothing to 
start with but their intelligence, their integrity, their application, and 
their confidence in themselves and their beloved "gebenschte Land," as 
they fervently called their adopted country.

In a word, it is hoped that in this detailed account of the spirit in 
which the Jews of Chicago, as a distinct group in the community, have 
lived and labored—in no wise different from the manner in which their 
brethren in other communities have ever conducted their lives—the non- 
Jew will be furnished with an insight into Jewish life that will enable 
him to see into its very heart, and cause him to agree heartily with Pro- 
fessor Baldwin when the latter, as a true American, says :

debt of America to Jewish philanthropy, to Jewish patriotism, and to Jew- 
ish energy, must become increasingly evident. And with a recognition of

knowledge, mus( inevitably disappear and cause non-Jews to substitute for

To Jews, it is hoped, the History will sound a ringing call to com- 
munity loyalty and service by the examples herein given. Many are the 
names on the honor roll of the Chicago Jewish community, the names of 



who felt that community service is mandatory on all Jews, and who proved 
that they could give their best thought and effort to the general welfare and 
still not neglect their families or their private interests.

Proudly at the head of that roll of honor stand the names of those 
who labored to bring into existence Chicago’s first Jewish organizations. 
Some of these earlier workers are still happily active in our midst. The 
deep Jewishness that inspired their creations, the ability manifested 
in establishing and maintaining them, the zeal shown in developing them, 
reveal a spirit that all pray may never fail the community. But these first 
communal leaders were pioneers in another beneficent and far-reaching 
way. The good account they gave of themselves, the confidence in Jew- 
ish dealings and standards they at once won from non-Jews, and the ready 
and hearty way they entered into civic life, won esteem for them and 
insured for their brethren who came later, a hospitable welcome and the 
most favorable conditions for their rapid advancement.

of leadership, qualities that have been furnished in as great a degree by

unfading, generous response in common with that of their un-orthodox 
brethren to the demands of their faith and their folk at home and abroad.

Seventy-five years is not a long time from the point of view of the 
historian, but great things have been done by the Jews of Chicago in that 
comparatively brief period of time. It is our duty to preserve for coming 
generations a clear and careful record of their accomplishments, so that 
all may know something about those who went before, and feel and con- 
tinue the spirit in which they labored, the spirit of American loyalty and 
Jewish brotherhood, ever upholding the honor and advancing the inter- 
ests of our common country and our common faith.
David E. Hirsch, Associate Editor H. L. Meites
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The Jewish Influence upon the Colonial Development 
of Illinois

By Edward Chauncey Baldwin, Ph.D.

®HAT the state of Illinois owes much to Jewish energy and to 
g Jewish idealism is widely recognized. Few, however, are 
E aware of the importance of the share taken by Jewish mer- 
S chants during the Colonial period in molding the future of 
g our state.' 11 has been said on good authority1 that there were 
fl no Jews in Illinois prior to 1838; but the influence of Jewish 
I commercial energy certainly antedates that year by more 
.than half a century ן
I The settlers of the Atlantic seaboard early realized the 
a importance of developing the West, both as a means of re• 

 sisting the encroachments of the French, and as a source of ־3
wealth to the colonies. The fertility and prospective value of “The Illinois,” as the 
region was then commonly designated, was to eastern settlers even in the middle of 
the eighteenth century a matter of common knowledge. In 1754, Benjamin Franklin 
drew up a plan of western colonization, the introduction to which ran as follows:

To Franklin belongs the credit of having first formally urged the desirability of 
western colonization. In his Plan, which he took to England and presented to the 
Duke of Cumberland in 1756, he gives the following five reasons in support of it:
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(3) Many of our debtors and ioow English people, our German servants and slaves 

will probably desert to them and increase their number and strength to the lessening and weaken-

land, set the Indians on to harass our frontiers, kill and scalp our people and drive in the ad• 
vanced settlers; and so in preventing our obtaining more subsistence by cultivating of new lands, 
they diwoaraKe Out ™att'ae» and keep our people from increasing, thus,—if the expression may

Though his plea was at that time unsuccessful, and the king’s proclamation of 
October 7, 1763, expressly forbade the colonization of British America beyond 
the heads of the Atlantic coast rivers, the colonial schemes of western settlement 
continued.

The first serious attempt to carry out these schemes was made immediately 
upon the close of the French and Indian War, when The Illinois was ceded by 
France to England in 1763. The organizer and promoter of this western movement 
under the Franklin plan providing for self-governing commonwealths in the West 
was Colonel George Croghan, who made his first expedition into The Illinois in 
1765. The venture was financed wholly by Jewish capital. Securing Indian goods 
suitable for barter with the Indians to the amount of £2,037:11:10J5 from Simon 
Levy & Company of Lancaster, Pennsylvania,‘ Colonel Croghan left Fort Pitt 
(now Pittsburgh) May 15, 1765, and journeyed by water down the Ohio. The 
party reached the Falls of the Ohio on the first of June. They remained six days 
at an old Shawnee village on the north bank of the river (the modern Shawnee- 
town in Gallatin County) making friendly arrangements with the Wabash Indians. 
On June 6 they were attacked near the mouth of the Wabash river by eighty war- 
riors of the Kickapoo and Mascouten tribes, who killed two of the whites and 
wounded several others including Colonel Croghan. The Indians then plundered 
the goods, and, making prisoners of the whole party, marched them off to Vincennes,‘ 
and thence up the Wabash two hundred and ten miles to Ouitanon. Here, after de- 
liberating upon the propriety of burning Colonel Croghan at the stake, the Indians 
finally set the whites free. At Ouitanon Colonel Croghan met Chief Pontiac together

—MrdlliHrr MSS, Rldaeway Library, Philadelphia.



JEWISH INFLUENCE UPON COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT OF ILLINOIS

which opened up the West to the eastern trade.4
Upon Croghan’s return to Pennsylvania by way of Detroit, he proposed to Gov- 

ernor Franklin of New Jersey to organize a colony in The Illinois upon the lines 
laid down by Benjamin Franklin in 1754-6. The first Illinois Company, which 
was the result of these proposals, failed ; but the second Illinois Company, composed 
mainly of Jewish merchants, was successful. The leading members were Moses and 
Jacob Franks of London, England, Joseph Simon and L. A. Levy of Lancaster, Pa., 
David and Moses Franks and the brothers Barnard and Michael Gratz of Phila- 
delphia, Pa.T

In behalf of the new company Captain Murray, a Scotchman, came to The 
Illinois in 1773, and at Kaskaskia on July 5 secured from 
a council of chiefs of the Kaskaskia, Peoria, and Cahokia 
tribes of Indians two grants of land. The southern grant 
extended from the Mississippi below Kaskaskia 
to the mouth of the Ohio, and thence north 
with the Mississippi; the northern grant ex- 
tended from a point opposite the mouth of the
Missouri river up the Mississippi to the mouth of the 
Illinois, and up the Illinois “to Chicagou or Garlick 
Creek,” thence, with a northern extension, and a return to 
the place of beginning. The amount paid for these grants 
was $37.328.17, or nearly four times the sum ($10,000) 
paid by Penn for Pennsylvania.‘

Although the Jewish interest in The Illinois was 

in shaping the destinies of the new country was incalculably 
great. Indeed, the extent of the influence upon the French A Frfxch Trader 
population of the English-speaking traders and settlers who
came westward in the years following the cession of the country to England is hard 
to overestimate. By opening and maintaining communication betw־een the West and 
the East they prepared the western population to accept American ideas, and, when 
they should come, American troops. Without the leavening influence of the English-

or even to understand, free institutions.
This scattered population—less than one thousand, we are told,’—was mostly of 

the babilanl or Coureur de bois types, similar to those of Canada, from which.
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superstitious. During 
the French dominance 
they had lived under a 
kind of military and 
spiritual dictatorship 
headed respectively 
by a commandant and

priests. The former

farms, even in time of 
harvest, and to seize 
at his own discretion 
the crops for military 
uses.‘“ Scarcely less au- 

influence even outside 
ecclesiastical affairs 
seems to have been 
considerable. They 
made some attempt to 
encourage both by pre-

its of industry and 
thrift. Such encour- 
agement was badly 
needed. The Creoles 
were very unenterpris- 

ring the excitement of 
hunting to the hum- 
drum work, of the.
ant Alexander Fraser, who traveled among them, reported as follows:
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J™ of

In contrast to such 
a population the Eng- 
lish-speaking traders 

over, they were full of 
the independent spirit 
which in the Colonies 
of the Atlantic sea- 
board was soon to 
flame into open revolt.

When the revolt 
came, *and the little 
army of one hundred 
and eighty Virginians 
Rogers Clark made
into The Illinois in 
1778, they met with no 
resistance on the part 
of the British, Kas- 
kaskia was captured 
on July 4 without the

population, led by

oath of allegiance to 
the new government; 
and the other settle- 
ments, including Oui- 
tanon and Cahokia 
and Vincennes, imme- 
diately followed their 
example.

The ease with which the conquest of The Illinois was effected can be explained 
only as a result of the friendly attitude of the population j" and that, in turn, can be 
accounted for only by recognizing the influence in moulding public opinion exercised 
by English-speaking traders and settlers sent into the country during the preceding 
decade by Jewish merchants. That their influence was indeed responsible for the 
fiasco of British resistance is attested by the letter written by Rocheblave, the British 
agent in The Illinois, to Sir Guy Carleton. British commander in Canada, in which 
he attributes the failure of British rule to the “abuse of the treacherous English, espe- 
cially those named Daniel Murray, Richard Winston, and John Hanson."‘1



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
Nothing better illustrates the essential qualities 0( the Jewish charac'ter than 

this neglected chapter of Illinois colonial history. Here is exemplified to the full 

in his attempt to understand the Jewish temper. Here is illustrated the idealism 
that makes Jewish young men see visionsand their old mendream dreams, coupled 
with a shrewd insight into practical affairs that is often mistaken by outsiders for 
mere sordid self-seeking.

To one who reads history with his eyes and not with his prejudices the debt of 
America to Jewish philanthropy, to Jewish patriotism, and to Jewish energy must 
become increasingly evident. And with a recognition of that obligation, the sense- 
less prejudice against the Jew, based on ignorance, must inevitably disappear. Not 
the least of this service the Jew has rendered to the country of his adoption was the 
opening up of the West to the influx of eastern ideas. A fuller recognition of this 
service should do much to cause non-Jcws to substitute for grudging tolerance a 
generous respect. It is high time, in viewof our debt to Judaism, both ancient and 
modern, to exemplify in our attitude toward this people the spirit of Washington’s 
open letter to the Jews of Newport on the occasion of his visit to that city in 1790.” 
In this letter he wrote as follows:



Early Chicago

western shore of Lake Michigan, at the head of Lake navi• 

both sides of the main stream, and the North and South 
Branches of Chicago River, and covers an area of about 
three and a half miles in length, North and South, and two 
and a half in breadth, East and West, about a mile and a half 
square of which is already regularly built upon, and the 
streets opened and graded. The streets are regularly laid 
out, parallel and at right angles to the Lake, and are 

conveniently wide and spacious. There are several extensive blocks of brick 
buildings, principally occupied as business houses and public offices, three 
and a half and four stories in height. The dwellings are principally of wood, many

character of all level prairie, being in the spring and fall wet and muddy. The 
site of the City being a plain, docs not afford, cither from the Lake or the surround- 
ing country, a very interesting field of vision. Chicago River and its branches, 
which run through the heart of the City, and admit at all seasons, vessels of every 
class navigating the Lake, some distance into the interior, afford peculiar facilities 
for a harbor, and give to Chicago advantages, in a commercial point of view un- 
surpassed by any City in the West. The Illinois and Michigan Canal, which is 
shortly to be completed, will add greatly to the natural advantages of Chicago, mak- 
ing it a principal point, and necessarily a place of transshipment on the great North- 

is bounded on the South and West by a prairie, varying from ten to twelve miles in 
width, some portion of which is high, and of a very superior quality. It is sur- 
rounded in every direction, by a country the most productive in the world, already 
brought into a state of successful cultivation, and sending to its market annually, a 

ment, as the case may be. The climate is healthy and salubrious, as much so as any 
in the West. In 1837, Chicago became an incorporated City, the act of the legis-
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lature conferring its charter being granted and approved March 4th of that year. 
The City is divided into six Wards. The first and second Wards, divided by Clark 
Street, are bounded by the South Branch, Chicago River, and the Lake—the first 
Ward lying East, and the second West of Clark Street. The third and fourth 
Wards, dividing Randolph Street, are situated on the West side of the North and 
South Branches—the third South, and the fourth North of Randolph Street. The 
fifth and sixth Wards, divided by Clark Street, are bounded by the North Branch, 
Chicago River, and the Lake—the fifth being West, and the sixth East of Clark 
Street. The government of the City is vested in a Common Council, composed of 
the Mayor and twelve Aidermen, two for each Ward, all chosen annually. The 
Common Council, in addition to their other powers and duties, are constituted, by 
virtue of their office, Commissioners of Common Schools, with power to levy and 
collect taxes for their support, and to exercise a general supervision over matters 
pertaining to them. In 1832, and the beginning of 1833, Chicago had about 100 
inhabitants and five or six log houses, exclusive of the Fort and its appurtenances. 
In 1840, the population had increased to 4853. The present population exceeds

prosperity of Chicago, was from 1833 to 1837. The revulsions and reverses of ’36-7, 
greatly retarded its growth. It continued, however, though more gradually, to in-
crease in business and resources until 
1840-1, from which time business re- 
ceived a new impulse, and it is how en- 
joying a degree of prosperity equal to 
any former period of its history.

What the destiny of Chicago is to 
be, the future can alone determine. 
Judging by the past, it seems difficult 
to assign a limit to its advancement. 
It presents, undoubtedly, one of the 
most remarkable instances of sudden 
rise to commercial importance, to be 
found in our age. So rapid, indeed, 
has been its growth—with such gigan- 
tic strides has it moved onward in its 
career, that little space is left to mark 
and calculate the successive stages of 
its progress. We behold it, from a dis- 
tant and isolated, colony, inhabited 
only by some five or six families cling-

GENERAL DIRECTORY

BUSINESS ADVERTISER

CITY OF CHICAGO

for protection, and dependent for sub- 
sistence upon the uncertain arrival of 
some chance vessel from Mackinaw, 
in the short space of eight or ten years, 
become a mighty City, teeming with a 
busy and enterprising population, the.
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centre of a widely extended and flourishing commerce. To those who have been 
here from the beginning, and there are many among us, the change must be striking ’

stance, has assumed the air of romance. ,Truly has a change come over the spirit 
of our dream. It seems difficult to reconcile to the mind, that the spot now covered 
with stately blocks of buildings, and alive in every direction with a busy and eager 
multitude, actively and profitably employed in the numerous departments of our 
growing commerce, was, so recently, a low and marshy plain, of which the wild 

atively, the wild Indian held here his council-fire, and roamed abroad unmolested

A country so recent as this cannot be presumed to afford very abundant mate- 
rials for history. The incidents, however, connected with the rise and progress of 
the City—the causes which first gave it an impulse—and the works of public and 
domestic improvement, upon which its future prosperity depend, together with such 
events as transpired upon the spot, at an early day, may, perhaps, furnish a narra- 
tive not altogether uninteresting, and not inconsistent with our present purpose. For 
a western settlement, Chicago can claim no inconsiderable degree of antiquity. In 
regard to its earlier history, however, very little can be affirmed with any degree of 
certainty. The original proprietors and first inhabitants of the region, were, of 
course, the aborigines. The description of the first appearance of the vicinity, by 
some of its earliest explorers, leads to the belief, that they were here from a very 
early period ; that this was, then, and from time immemorial had been, the site of 
an Indian village. Major Long, among others, mentions the number and apparent 
antiquity of the trails centering here, as evidence of the truth of this position. It 
is to be regretted that so little can be ascertained with certainty, of the lives and 
fortunes of the various tribes which, at different times, flourished on the spot. The 
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melancholy truth, that they have passed away from their ancient dwelling-places, 
constitutes about all we know of them. Those wild races of primitive men have 
been swept away by the onward march of civilization. Their rude wigwams and

other and a different class of beings. Chieftain and warrior are gone.

miserable remnant

homes in the more 

ness the transforma- 

on in this land of 
their forefathers. 
Their visits are be- 
coming less and less

witnesses so many 
changes, that soon 

soon be changed—save only the beating of the waves on the shores of the lake over 
which man can exercise no control. The Illinois, the Shawnees, and the Potawata-

on the shores of the Pacific—but fate seems to have decreed, that ultimately the 
whole race are to become extinct.

Until 1832, and even so late as 1833, little or nothing was done towards making 

one, previous to that time, that a town of any importance was to be here at all, at 
least, not for many years. In 1832, its appearance and condition was much the

miserable race of men, scarcely equal to the Indians, from whom they were de- 

the least trace of comfort, and as a place of business, affording no inducements to 
the settler—the whole amount of trade on the Lake, not exceeding the cargoes of

Mackinaw.” This picture, though perhaps too highly colored, presents, in the 
main, a correct view of Chicago, in 1832. In 1830, there had been a sale of Canal 
lots, the best bringing only fifty or one hundred dollars, many of which have since 
become the most valuable in the City. Up to about that time, the present most 
densely populated part of the City, was fenced and used by the Garrison, for some 
purpose of husbandry, or pasturage. So late as ’35 or '6, the fires usual on the prai- 
ries in the fall, overran the third and fourth wards. There were only some five of six 
houses, built mostly of logs, and a population of less than one hundred.
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One of these houses, formerly the property of the Fur Company, was, until a 

short time past, occupied by Col. Beaubien. About 80 rods to the south of that, 
stood a house, once occupied by Colonel Owings, but since washed away by the 
lake. A house, known as “Cobweb Castle,” on block No. 1, was formerly the abode 
of Dr. Alexander Wolcott.

The dwelling of Mr. John Kinzic stood East of the Lake House. A log 
building at the corner of Dearborn and South Water Streets, and the once cele- 
brated tavern of Mr. Mark Beaubien, on the site of the Sauganash, generally known 
as the Eagle, together with a building on block 14, and a cabin, occupied by Robin- 
son, the Indian Chief at Wolf Point, constituted all the buildings, except the Fort, 
to be found here in 1832. Sometime this year, however, Robert A. Kinzie built a

fact, there was none, unless the traffic of the Fur Company can be dignified with 
that name. Vessels occasionally ventured here, but so seldom, that the arrival of a 
schooner was an’event of no little moment, and created a sensation throughout the
community. The year 1832, may then be regarded as the period from which to date 
the commencement of the City. Many causes, the Indian war among them, con-
spired, about this time, to bring Chicago into general notice. What was called the 
“Western Fever," had begun to rage generally, throughout the country. Thousands 
were flocking from the East, to seek homes in the West. The first premonitions of the 
speculating mania had manifested themselves. Eligible sites for towns and cities * 
were sought out, and eagerly appropriated. The superior advantages of Chicago, 
incited by the hope of sudden wealth, could not long escape public attention.
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The attention of Congress had been called to the importance and necessity of 

a harbor, and an appropriation was confidently relied upon at the next session. Gen.

this work, and addressed a letter in relation to it, which was subsequently laid be-

finally resolved upon by the State legislature. Active measures were being taken 
to survey the different routes and to estimate the cost of the various plans proposed. 
Hence the commencement, and completion of this important work at no distant day. 
might confidently be relied upon. The resources of the State, too, were beginning 
to be more generally known, and better appreciated. The most alluring reports of 
the character of the soil—its productiveness—the facilities for making farms on our 
prairies—together with the salubrity of the climate, were circulated far and wide.

mote emigration. Enterprise, stimulated by interest, and the hope of gain, was 
aroused, calling forth and concentrating upon this one object, all the resources and 
capabilities of the age. Capital was enlisted, and credit and unlimited confidence 
invoked to its aid. Money, owing to excessive bank and even private issues, was 
abundant, and loans to any amount were effected with the greatest case. The West 
suddenly became the center of men’s thoughts and wishes, and Chicago, as the most 
important point in the West, the goal to which all directed their aspirations.

Such are some of the prominent causes which may be said, at the period re- 
ferred to, to have given the first impulse to the City. That it grew and prospered 
as it did, under their operation, will excite no surprise — the result could not well 
have been otherwise. Its progress, accordingly, until about '37, has no parallel—it 
was rapid in the extreme. Buildings went up as if by magic—stores were opened by 
the hundred, and speedily filled with merchandise ; people of every calling and pur- 
suit in life, laborers, mechanics, and professional men, influenced by a common pur- 

and entered at once with a zeal and activity into the schemes of improvement pro■ 
jected. The sale of Canal lots in 1830 has been already mentioned. In 1833, a great 
Indian payment was held here, near the present site of the Lake House. In the

same year, the present Light-house was erected, the old one having fallen down. 
In 1835, the population of the place was said to amount to 5,500, a computation

time. The actual population, however, that year, could not have been much less 
than 3,000. In 1836, another sale of Canal lots took place, which was attended with 
much excitement, and occasioned a large collection of people from distant quarters. 
The prices were extravagantly *high. In 1836, a branch of the State Bank was lo- 
cated here. On the 4th of July, 1831, the ceremony of breaking the first ground on 

tors. During the winter of ’36-7, the act to incorporate the City passed the State 
' Legislature; and in April succeeding, the first election under the Charter was held, 
which resulted in the choice of W. B. Ogden to the office of Mayor. The growth of 
commerce, thus far, kept pace with everything else. The community were depend- 



with the great influx of emigration, and the travel which began to set in this direc• 
tion, gave employment to a considerable amount of shipping, and Steamboats and 
Schooners began to ply regularly between this port and Buffalo.

During this brief but exciting period, the community fortunately found time to

world's goods. Before or during 1836, as many as six Churches had been 
organized, and suitable buildings provided for their accommodation. These 
Churches, together with such as have since been established, have always received a 
liberal support, and are now in a flourishing condition. Neither was the subject of

education wholly neglected. The school section, which fortunately lay contiguous 
to the City, and was proportionably valuable, was disposed of in 1834, and the avails 
applied to the support .of Common Schools. Means for the diffusion of general in- 
telligence were also provided.

In 1834, John Calhoun commenced the publication of the Chicago Democrat;

of which papers still exist; the latter under the name of the Chicago Express, being 
published daily. These papers, together with the Prairie Farmer, Agricultural; 
the Western Citizen, Abolition; the North Western Baptist, Baptist; and the Better 
Covenant, Universalist, which have since been started, are ably conducted, and have 
an extensive circulation.

of protested notes. It was during this year that the consequences of speculation, 
which had hitherto operated most favorably for the West, were experienced to a 

its progress. It was in its incipient stages, at the period of the commencement of the 
City; but a-disposition and tendency to it was apparent even then. It raged with 



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
great violence during ’35-6, and a portion of ’37, at which time it gave color and 
direction to most business transactions.

The history of this singular delusion is replete with instructive incidents. It 

any circumstances, could have been led so far astray—how prudence, foresight, and 
sagacity could, to such.an extent, have lost their dominion and control over the hu- 

estate, and the certainty of that rise, exerted a most seductive influence; very few 
were found able to resist the temptation ; all classes of people ultimately abandon-

and hazarded their all upon this sea of chance. This wild spirit found its way 
ultimately into the halls of legislation, and controlled the conduct and policy of

that those stupendous schemes of internal improvement originated in many of the 
new states, which have entailed upon subsequent  times the evils of debt—taxation— 
and in some cases, national disgrace and dishonor. Speculation led, in short, to the 
perpetration, on all hands, of acts of folly and absurdity, seldom before heard of.

gant ideas of prosperity, and afforded to all the apparent means of indulging in 
every species of expenditure. It would be useless to follow speculation through its

times and their consequences written in effaceless characters upon the memory of 
every reader? . . .

To Chicago, in an especial degree, was the stroke which was thus inflicted 
upon the business interests of the country injurious and calamitous. It was to her 
a season of mourning and desolation. Many of her most business and enterprising 
citizens were insolvent—all, to a greater or less extent, embarrassed in their circum- 
stances. She had gone on hitherto in a state of uninterrupted prosperity—nothing 
had thus far occurred to check the progress of improvement. Could that state of

proudest cities of the land. But calamity came suddenly and unexpectedly; and, for

But she was not, and could not be entirely prostrated. Her position was too 

seriously affected by any calamity, however great. She had, in common with the 
west, gained much by speculation. What had been accomplished could not be un- 

more than all her great and td to bear her on
to the consummation of her high destiny. Her citizens returned to their habits of 
industry and economy, from which the force of evil example had seduced them.

called into requisition all their experience to build up their injured credit, and to re- 
store their business to a safe and permanent foundation. The consequences began 
gradually to develop themselves. But little was gained during ’38-9; but in ’40, 
things assumed a more favorable aspect, and since that time the increase of busi- 
ness and population has been most rapid. This will be more fully illustrated by a 
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reference to the census of different periods, and to the tabular statements of the 
amount, value and character of the export and import trade of the place during each 
year, contained in another part of this volume.

refer to the experience of the past six years, as furnishing an enduring monument 
to the industry, enterprise and perseverance of her people, and as establishing, be- 
yond controversy, the existence and permanency of her sources of prosperity. If, 
with an impoverished community, at a period of general prostration of the business

State liabilities, with resources comparatively undeveloped, and the works of pub- 
lie improvement unfinished, Chicago has accomplished so much, what may not rea- 
sonably be expected when these and all obstacles are removed from her way?

A glance at her geographical position will convince the most skeptical that Chi- 
cago is but the nucleus about which is destined to grow up, at no remote period, 
one of the most important commercial towns in the West. Situated on the waters of 
the only great Lake exclusively within the United States—being the termination, on 
the one hand, of the navigation of the Lakes, and on the other, of the Illinois and

cago River and its branches—the excelling site for a capacious ship basin in the 
very heart of the town, at the junction of said branches—having dependent upon it 

the dividing point between two great sections of the Union, where the productions 
of each must meet and pay tribute. It is susceptible of the easiest demonstration 
that the route by the Lakes, the Canal and the Western Rivers, when once the chan-





amounts to $7,852.45; the school tax, at half a mill per cent., to $685.24. A large 
amount of city property, which heretofore has been unproductive, will, the next year, 
become taxable, particularly the canal lands and the reservation. The amount of 
the tax for the coming year, unless a reduction should take place, may safely be esti- 
mated at $12,000. In addition to this, there is now in the treasury, unappropriated, 
$1,854, and the current expenses paid. The management of the fiscal affairs of the 
city, by our present common council, is entitled to the highest praise. The finan- 
cial ability of the'mayor has been recently tested in the management of a negotiation 
at New York, by which a reduction of three per cent, has been effected upon the in- 
terest of the largest debt of the city, and may be regarded as equivalent to a new 
loan. The credit of the city is now established upon a permanent foundation, and

Our common schools are worthy of especial notice. They are sustained in part 
by the school fund, and in part by taxation. The fund originally amounted to about 
$39,000; but nearly one-half of this amount has been lost by injudicious loans. These 
schools are justly the pride of the city, and the interest which is manifested in them 
is an evidence of the importance which the community attaches to education. We 

sustained by pi : of these, we have several other insti-
tutions, which are exerting a beneficial influence. Among them, the Mechanics' In- 
stitute and the Young Men's Association are prominent in importance. These insti- 
tutions, while sustained as they have been hitherto, will be both useful and ornamental 
to the city. Both of them have libraries, containing, in the aggregate, about 2500 
volumes. The Mechanics' Institute has a department in the Prairie Farmer, devoted 
exclusively to the interests of the mechanical arts—the Young Men’s Association a 
reading room, where most of the publications of the day are regularly received, and 
accessible to the public. There is, in addition to these libraries, a circulating library, 
containing about 1500 volumes. We have other societies designed to meet the in- 
tellectual wants of the community, among which may be mentioned the Chicago 
Lyceum—the oldest literary society in the place. Our theatre—a very pretty one

must be confessed that, at present, the prospects of the drama are not flattering.
In facilities for the accommodation of the traveling public, Chicago has made 

great progress. In early times our inns were miserable in the extreme. Now we 
have eighteen hotels and houses of public entertainment, some of them large and 
splendid establishments, not inferior to any in the West. The great amount of 
travel passing through here during the season of navigation renders tavern keeping 
a very profitable branch of business.

instance of enterprise and public spirit on the part of those engaged in it. The 
several lines of stages centering here, for speed, safety and coinfort, are not excelled

The Hydraulic Company, designed to supply the city with pure water from the 
Lake, was incorporated in 1836, and has already been the source of great utility to 
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of fires. The slock is owned principally by merchants, and in time must become the

Ship building has been carried on here to some extent. A steam propeller, 
registering 270 tons, was built the past season, and a schooner of about 200 tons 
burthen, to be called the Maria, is now in process of construction by the same 
builder, and will probably be launched in the spring.

amount of beef has been packed here the present season. We have four large 
packing houses and all of them have done a heavy business thus far.

Much might be said in commendation of our Fire Companies—all of which 
arc highly efficient, and bespeak the public spirit of our citizens. Our Military 
Companies will speak for themselves.

Considering the age of the city, and the fact that our population has been 
derived from almost every nation under heaven, and speak so many different lan- 
guages—the existing state of its society confers distinction upon Chicago. Among 
the new cities of the West, we shall be entitled, in this particular, at the present 
time, to an enviable position; the means now adopted to improve the condition of 
society will, at no distant day, enable us to rank with any city in the land. . . .

It w'ill be impossible in this connection to mention particularly all the institu- 

however, can be had to subsequent parts of the book, where they are more particularly 
described.

We have now followed our subject to its conclusion. We have attempted to 
exhibit Chicago as it was in gone-by days—to mark the successive stages of its prog- 
ress—and to delineate its condition at the present time.

We have reason to be proud of our city—not so much on account of its relative 
size among the other cities of the land—of its present population—and the amount 
of value of its commerce—but as affording a sublime illustration of what man, under 
circumstances of great difficulty and embarrassment, can accomplish in a short space 
of time.

ence of the next and each succeeding year, may justify our favorable predictions of 
it in regard to its high destiny—we must, for the present, bid adieu to the Queen 
City of the North West!



Part I
The Community

Seek ye the welfare of the city whither I have





CHAPTER I

The Westward Migration—Earliest Jews in Illinois — First Permanent 
Settlers in Chicago—The First Jewish Child Born in Chicago—Early 
Colonization Efforts in Schaumberg, Cook County—The First Min- 
yan—The First Burial Society and the First Jewish Cemetery — Es- 
tablishment of K. A. M. Congregation — The Community in 1847.

FIE number 
United State! 
Illinois becar

in 1818, when 
1e a state is csti- 

--------- ,״ ״-.. ——  rdecai Noah at 
3,000, the total population of the United 
States in that year being about 9,000,000. 
Distributed among the eastern seaboard 
cities, the Jewish population consisted 
mostly of Sephardim. Spanish and Por- 
tuguese Jews whose forbears had come to 
America between 1650 and 1750.

In the movement toward the Missis- 
sippi Valley that began early in the 
nineteenth century they took no part, 
leaving the call of the West to be re- 
sponded to by their Ashkenazic brethren, 
mostly from Germany. These, chafing 
under the severe restrictions applied 

County, in the southwestern part of Illi- 
nois, which was the most populous sec-

History of St. Clair County published 
by Brink, McDonough and Company in

in which they lived, began to arrive in 

migration was in full progress.
The only Jew who is known to have 

come to Illinois prior to its admission 
into the Union (August 26, 1818) was 
John Hays, whose lineage could scarcely 
be guessed from his name but who was

Baruch Hays, a lieutenant in the Amer- 
ican Revolution, and scion of one of the 
oldest and most patriotic American 
Jewish families, John Hays settled in 
Illinois as early as 1793 and served for

According to the scant records that are 
available, the first Jew to come to and set- 
tic in Chicago was J. Gottlieb, a peddler,
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who is said to have arrived in the future 
western metropolis in 1838, when its pop- 
ulation numbered a little over 4,000, less 
than it had the year before when it was 
incorporated as a city. Nothing further 
can be definitely affirmed concerning this 
supposedly first arrival, who is believed 

appearance in Chicago, eventually, it is 
rush of 1849.'

An individual whose name, so far as 

count of the earliest 
Jewish activities in 
Chicago, is Peter

his priestly surname

son of the Covenant. 
It is possible that he 
was a German with

Gottlieb was a Jew 

sound convincingly

been authenticated 
as such. These are 
Aaron Friend and

tioned in the first 
extended letter - list 
appearing in the

name. Until it is definitely established, 
however, that Peter Cohen, pioneer 
Chicagoan, was not a Jew, he remains

Jewish historian, and accordingly we 
give the following facts that we have as- 
certained about him : He was prominent 
in Chicago as early as 1833 when the his- 
tory of Chicago proper, though only as an 
incorporated town, begins. His name ap- 
pears as a subscriber of Chicago’s first 
newspaper, the Chicago Weekly Demo• 

with its first issue in which he called at- 
tention to his place of business at “the 
cast end of South Water Street” where he 
had on hand “a large and splendid assort- 

■ment of winter clothing” as well as “a 
fresh supply of provisions, groceries and 
liquors.” His name appears also in the 
early lists of voters in Chicago, and in 
the first attempt at a directory of Chi• 
cago, made in 1839, where he is entered 

as “Peter Cohen, merchant, S. Water St.” 
We find his name in Fergus’ directory for 
the year 1843, where he is mentioned as

Lake Street. According to Fergus, he 
went south, settling near New Orleans.

eago as having come here in 1832. In 
addition to Peter Cohen and Morris 
Baumgarten, two other names have come

unclaimed mail at 
the Chicago Postoffice. No information 
is available about either. They were 
probably peddlers like Gottlieb and did 
interests us particularly because of the 
connection the surname suggests with 
John Hays, Illinois’ pioneer Jew.

The foregoing is all that is known of 
Jewish activity in Chicago prior to the 
’40s. It is fairly certain, however—and

this narrative—that none of those we 
have mentioned played a part in the early 
Jewish community.

in Chicago with the year 1841 when, or

of whom became prominent in the com- 
munity and helped to shape its activities 
in the ensuing decade. These men were 
Benedict Shubart, Philip Newburgh,



Isaac Ziegler, and Henry Horner, whose 

ing in Chicago's first real and trustworthy 

tory there is another compiled by J. W. 
Norris and issued December 1, 1843 (see 
“Early Chicago,” preceding), which 
makes no mention of Horner although it 
lists Shubart, Newburgh and Ziegler, 

and also mentions ", 
chant," and “Solom 
chant,” whose residen 
given as Washington Hall, a tempt 
hotel of the time on North Water 
near the Clark Street bridge, wher 

the names of Fischbein and Phillip. 
Norris’ and Fergus' directories both con-

by Benedict Shubart—Joseph Leindei- 
vener and Joseph Paintor—who presum- 
ably were not Jewish, although this is not 
certain. Fergus, who printed Norris' di- 
rectory, says that Norris compiled it 
“from a careless and indifferent canvass” 
which probably accounts for the fact that 

cago, the date of the establishment of 

eery business is given as 1842. New­

burgh, Shubart and Ziegler were al-

Benedict Shubart and Philip New- 
burgh are the two most important of the 
earliest names. They were related by 
marriage, Shubart’s sister, Ernestina, be- 
coming Mrs. Newburgh. Shubart and 
Newburgh were both in their late twen- 
ties when they came to Chicago. Both 
conducted merchant tailoring establish- 
ments on Lake Street, then and for some
ness thoroughfare. Both lived above

Street, near La Salle, and Shubart at 
187, a block farther west) in the manner 
of the day applying to those who were 
well-to-do as well as those whose material

ences in worldly station in those days in 

e among its in-

ance of Benedict* Shubart, with his side- 
burns and his marked resemblance to a 
Scotchman, caused him to be known 
among Gentiles as “Scott Benedict,’’ 
usually written “S. Benedik," under 
which name he conducted and advertised 
his business and is listed in the early di- 
rectories. He soon became Chicago’s
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its first prosperous Jew, being earliest 
able to afford a brick residence, then an 
unmistakable sign of wealth. Quiet in his 
ways, throughout his life he was an earn- 
est and observing Jew. He was a mem- 
ber of the first minyan assembled in Chi- 
cago, and one of the founders of the first 
religious body to be established here. 
Just prior to his death in 1853, his wife 
passed away, and he married again, his 
widow later becoming Mrs. Fleischman, 
known after the death of her second hus- 
band as “the widow Fleishman.” Her 
goodness of heart and helpful ministra- 
tions caused her praises to be sung by all

1 . I'. NEWBVHGIt,
DRAPER AND TAILOR, 

US LAKE STREET.

S. BBNEDIK, 
MERCHANT TAILOR,

Dir ssioi cunm. u. antniir w u >■»

AnVERTISEMENTS^Or SHUBART AND NrWBVRCH

in the community. Many anecdotes were 
told about her and her motherly interest 
in struggling Jewish boys. One of the 
best-known of these stories, having to do 
with two boys who later became mer- 
chant princes in Chicago, tells how she 
patched the only pair of trousers each 
had, while they betook themselves to bed 
during the operation. The name of “the 
widow Fleishman” is one of the first it

blessed the Jewish community from the

Philip Newburgh, Shubart's fellow- 
tradesman, apparently did not fare so 
well in the tailoring line, for he gave it 
up and became a tobacco dealer, being

listed as the first Jewish one in Illinois. 
His daughter, Pauline, born in 1841, the 
year of the family’s arrival in Chicago,

born in this city. She died at the age of

born in Pennsylvania two years prior to 
the family’s arrival here, was the first to 
become Bar Mitzvah in Chicago, in 18S1. 
A third child, Henry, born in 1846, is 
from all accounts the first Jewish male 
child born in Chicago. In 1852 the New- 
burghs moved to New York, later settling 
in Cincinnati, where the father and 
mother passed their remaining days. 
Both died in 1892.

From Henry Newburgh, who is still

Shubart (born in Chicago February 20, 
1853, shortly before the death of his 
father, Benedict Shubart, and deceased 
in 1921 ). much valuable material was ob- 
tained for this Hirlary regarding their re- 
spective families and the early days of the 
Jewish community in Chicago.

Isaac Ziegler was in humbler circum- 
stances than either Benedict Shubart or 
Philip Newburgh. He first peddled in 
and around Chicago and later entered 
the grocery business. He was well known 
in the city and liked for his simple, hon- 
est ways. It is said of him that he spent
teams that had sunk into the mud on 
Madison and Clark Streets in front of

fort to divert traffic, caused signs to be

“Bottomless” and “Road to China." He 
lived continuously in Chicago until his 
death, October 10, 1893.

Henry Horner, grandfather of Judge 
Henry Horner, little realized when he 
came to Chicago, an unmarried young

modest retail and wholesale grocery at 
the corner of Randolph and Canal 
streets, that his name would be one of the 
best known in Chicago. It was not long,
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Chicago's commercial life. He laid the 
foundations of Chicago’s wholesale gro- 
eery establishment and helped to call into 
being the Chicago Board of Trade. He
raised a family of eleven children, all Europe where regulations were in force 
born in Chicago, of whom the eldest was limiting the number of Jewish marriages.
Mrs. Dilah Horner (Levy), mot 
Judge Horner. The eldest son, J 
Horner, born October 22, 1852, : 

earnest and loyal part in commun

Thereafter his business interests a 
as the care of a large household wer 
looked after for many years by his w 
Mrs. Hannah Horner. She. like

figure in Jewish women’s activities 
her death, February IS, 1902.

,40s—Benedict Shubart, Philip 

—fitted immediately into the life 0: 
cago. They were not left long 
however, in their crude and Ionel;
home. Compatriots kept coming and by German principalities arc described by 
1845 Chicago had a promising little Jew- Judge Max B. May in his life of Isaac

as a youth during the period we are con-

ish Colony, the new arrivals including they longed to shake the soil of the cursed so-called
Levi Rosenfeld, Jacob Rosenberg, and fatherland from their boots and reach as fast as 
three Kohn brothers—Julius. Abraham h ״”״ age oHhTntwTunt “drhe"tad
and Meier—all leading personalities 
who have left their impress upon Chi-

well as many who followed them during 
the next decade were young, unmarried 
men when they came to Chicago, whom 
religious oppression had driven to Amer- 
ica from their homes in bigoted lands in 

evailed in the
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Thus was started in motion the first 

great Jewish emigration to America dur- 
ing the years 18301840־. Most of these 
early immigrants remained in New York 
and other eastern centers but the more 
adventurous pushed farther west, and 
thus Cincinnati, Cleveland, St. Louis, 
Chicago, and other communities in the 
West and Northwest and also in the 
South came to have their first considéra- 
ble number of Jewish immigrants.

One of these early immigrants, Mayer 
Klein, who arrived in New York in 1840 
and several years later made his way to 

from central and eastern Europe. We 
quote from this account because it gives 
the background of Chicago’s earliest Jew- 
ish settlers.

1 It was on rhe first of Semcmt^r in the year IS40

son and Van Buren, that I landed in New York.
ers at that time, and people came from Europe

toms of the country. Upon the advice of those who

three Jewish merchants who supplied Jewish ped-
: ׳.׳ ■ :

on a holiday in order to be there for the service.

the boat had left. There was no alternative; they

The families had all brought with them their old-

Mayer Klein’s interest in Chicago and 
the West was aroused by the active efforts 
then being made by his cousin, William 
Renau, at whose home in New York, he 
stayed, to establish Jews as farmers in the

nent Jewish leaders of his day. He was 
one of the founders of the Independent 
Order B’nai B’rith, and a project that 
was close to his heart was a Jewish coloni- 
zation society which, after much earnest 
and devoted effort, he finally succeeded 
in organizing. י His object in launching

Klein to have been to lift his brethren 
from the low plane they occupied in cco- 
nomic and social life as peddlers.

Renau sent Henry Meyer west to look 
the ground over and locate the most de- 
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sirablc place for a settlement of Jewish 
farmers. After spending several weeks

picked out a tract of land in Schaumberg, 

great wealth. He, however, helped to 
call attention to Chicago and the West 

the first Jew to buy land in Cook County

to the Colonization Society that “this part 
of the land, especially the town of Chi- 
cago, opens a vista into a large commer- 

The tract of land picked out by Meyer

was a force in the early days in Chicago 
consisted of 180 acres which he was au- Jewry, were attracted here by the glow- 

:—a — 1— i----- -1.— n-:-t o—— ing accounts they had received in thethorized to buy from the United States 
government. Land then sold for a trifle, 
the finest land b<

and eagerly looked forward to a consid- 
erable Jewish settlement. A number 
came but either left shortly after, going 
to Chicago and other western communi- 
tics, or else bought small holdings on 
their own account which they worked for

his brother-in-law, M. Kling, and one or 
two others. But that was as far as the 
great Schaumbcrg project got, and finally 
Meyer sold his holdings and came to Chi- 
cago where he invested his money in real 
estate and advised every one he could in- 
fluence to do the same. Those who took 
his advice became very wealthy as a re- communal matters were taken up and in 
suit but Meyer himself did not amass the earliest days it was a center of Jewish

in Chicago.
Mayer Klein came to Schaumbcrg 

with high hopes also, but it did not take 
him long to make up his mind to leave. 
Coming to Chicago, he was unimpressed 
and could not see how a person could 
hope to make a living here. Accordingly

Count)׳, where he thought prospects were 

in Chicago. He returned to Chicago 
soon after going to Troy Grove, in order 
tobe présentât Yom Kippur services, the 
first held in Chicago, in 1845, and made 
Chicago his home in 1851.

About the same time that Henry Meyer 

cago and vicinity, Levi Rosenfeld and 
Jacob Rosenberg, and the first three 
members of a family—the Kohns—that

East, of the great opportunities to be 
found in Chicago. Rosenfeld and Rosen- 

name and engaged in the retail and 
wholesale dry goods business at 155 Lake 
Street, next door to Philip Newburgh, 
where they soon became one of the lead- 
ing firms in their line in Chicago and the 
West, at a time when Marshall Field was 
a struggling clerk. Besides having busi- 
ncss tics, they were related by marriage, 
Mrs. Rosenfeld and Mrs. Rosenberg be- 
ing sisters, members of the famous Reese 
family which included Michael Reese. 
Chicago Jewry’s first multi-millionaire

At the store of Rosenfeld & Rosen- 
berg at 155 Lake Street, many important 
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activity. Over this store, in a small room, 
religious services were held for a while 
before the formation of the first congre- 
gation, which also took place in this fa- 
mous store. Both the Rosenfelds and the 
Rosenbergs soon became numbered

Chicago and gave liberally of their 
berg also became prominent in civic life, 

before the formation of a paid fire de- 
derman of the old Second' Ward. He 

to advance Chicago commercially in the 

cago Industrial Exposition, the forerun- 
ner of the World’s Fair and the Pageant

One of the most interesting early Jew- 
Chicago the Kohns,

hed Chicago

joined shortly after by two brothers, and 
later still by their mother, the pious Mrs. 
Dilah Kohn, their only sister, and an*

x Kohn brothers

the first of the family to come to Chicago, 
had peddled together for a while in the 
East, carrying with them in the trunk the 

home in Bavaria. In Massachusetts, they 

tion where the people belonged to the 
Millerites, a religious sect that believed 

end, and therefore, bought nothing, 

town, where the people were looking for- 
ward to a great future, the brothers has-

tore as fast as they could. From the 
ling Abraham Kohn stood out as a

 eminent in a number of ways. He׳
 roperly be called the first Jewish׳
al figure of Chicago, for he became 
 known for the position he took not ־
1 local matters but also in American 
1 questions, as we shall see later on.

With such stalwart Jews in Chicago 
as the Kohns, Philip Newburgh, Jacob 
Rosenberg and others, it was not long be- 
fore efforts were made to marshal a 
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minyan for the fall holidays of 1845. 
Matters were facilitated by the fact that 
there were then four members of the 
Kohn family in Chicago, Mayer Kohn 
having joined his brothers since their ar- 
rival. Only four others however could 
be found in Chicago, these being Philip 
Newburgh, Benedict Shubart, Jacob Ro- 
senberg and Harry Benjamin. Levi Ro-

Henry Horner and Isaac Ziegler were 

by the appearance of Mayer Klein from 
Troy Grove, and of S. Fricdheim from 
the settlement of Pigeon Woods, just west 

ten loyal sons of the Covenant was re- 
cruited, and the first public religious

Yom Kippur, 1845. The services were 
held in a room above a store on Wells 
Street near Lake. The Sefer Torah 
brought to Chicago by the Kohn brothers

Newburgh and Mayer Klein divided (he 

ten were present, the services were sus- 
pended whenever one of the worshippers

Chicago, prayers arose in public service 
from Jewish hearts and the immemorial 
Hebrew was first intoned in what was 
then an outpost of civilization, with a

remain of this historic scene in the life of 
Chicago Jewry, the lallith worn by 
Mayer Klein, and the Sefer Torah used 
at the services—symbols of the deathless

Apparently the first minyan could not 
be kept together, for the next public re- 
ligious services we hear of were those 

this time above the store of Rosenfeld & 
Rosenberg. At these services Philip 
Newburgh divided the cantor’s duties 
with Abraham Kohn, and Levi Rosen- 

married, was present. The names of all 
who were present at these services have 
not been preserved but it is said that 
there was not only a full minyan but 

brother of Benedict, and William Cling- 
man (both of whom were employed as 
tailors by Benedict Shubart), Samuel 
Cole, Morris L. Leopold, J. Benjamin, 
S. and J. Marks, and B. Weigsclbaum, 
all of whose names appear in Norris and 
Gardiner’s directory of 1846. These were

Michael Grcenebaum and Leon Greene- 
baum, Reuben Becker, Henry Braun-

Leopold, Henry Leopold, Louis Gold- 
man, Bernhard Stern, J. and A. Fried- 
man, Martin Friedman, and Isaac Engle, 
whose names appear for the first time in

LOUISA FLEISHMAN (njr Merer) wai born in Ober-

lory Reuben Becker’s name appears as 
Reuben Baker, B. Wcigselbaum’s as B.

Angel. Others believed to have been 
here by the spring and summer of 1847, 
although their names do not appear in 
the directory of that year, were Mrs. Di- 
lah Kohn, mother of the Kohn brothers, 
her only daughter, Clara, and the last of

Frank, Marcus Peiser, Morris Einstein,
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Martin Clayburgh, Louis Mayer, Levi 
Klein and Isaac Wolf.

The invariable accompaniments of a 
Jewish settlement everywhere have al- 
ways been the assembling of a minyan 
and the forming of a burial society, fol- 
lowed by the purchase oi grouna ror a .״״״״.״, ...... --------- -
cemetery. Chicago was no exception to family by the effect upon the frail phy- 
the rule; and accordingly we find a Jew- sique of his mother of the precarious diet 

of bread, potatoes, and the 
like, upon which she sub- 
sisted, began to work to call 
into being a congregation 
that should maintain a

ish Burial Ground Society 
in existence before 1847. 
Isaac Wormser took the lead 
in establishing this, Chi- 
cago’s first permanent Jew- 

ciety bought from the city 
one acre of ground for the 

cemetery. The purchase is 

corporate body in the state 
of Illinois. The location of 
this first Beth Hahvonth 
was along Lake Michigan 
east of North Avenue, then 
outside the city limits but 
now a part of Lincoln Park. 
It was near the present site
Here, the first to pass away 

dcrly laid to rest beside the spreading 
waters over which they had first come to 
Chicago. During the ten years when it 
was used as a cemetery, before the swirl- 
ing and shifting sands gradually covered 
the graves and made it hard to find them, 
and before the expansion of the city made 
it necessary to move farther north, there 
were ISO interments. This is at the rate 
of fifteen a year, an unusually high 
death-rate, considering the number that 
then constituted the Jewish community in 
Chicago.

The substantial increase of the popula- 
tion in 1846 and 1847 was sure to cause 
attention to be given to forming a per- 
manent congregation before long; but im-

lion by Mrs. Dilah Kohn's scrupulous ob- 
servancc of the dietary laws which re- 
suited in her refusal to partake of the 
meat then obtainable in Chicago because 
it had not been slaughtered by a properly- 
accredited ehochel. Abraham Kohn, 
alarmed, with the other members of his

finally held at Rosenfeld & 
Rosenberg's store. Novem- 
ber 3, 18+7, at which twenty 
appeared. These agreed to 
form a congregation, to be 
known as the Kehilath 

tion of the Men of the 
West), colloquially run to- 
gether as “Khilanshc May- 
riv.” The Burial Ground 
Society turned over its prop- 
erty to the new congregation 
and was merged in it. The 
next day a constitution was 

pled and signed by fourteen mem-
bers, these being:

M. Becker

M. Braunsehild

At this meeting also officers were
elected, Morris L. Leopold being chosen 
president. He was one of the later ar- 
rivals and had not been long in the com- 
munity but in spite of this fact and the 
further consideration that he was only 
twenty-six years of age, he was elected, 
and filled the office acceptably until he 
left Chicago, in 1851. Abraham Kohn 
was chosen vice-president and treasurer, 
and Philip Newburgh secretary. Benedict 
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Shubart, Levi Rosenfeld, and Leon 
Greenebaum were named trustees, and 
the Reverend Ignatz Kunreuther, whom 
Abraham Kohn had made a special 

congregation, was elected shochei and 
reader. This choice revealed the re- 
ligious predilections of the members 
of Chicago’s first congregation. Kun-

character, well versed in the Talmud and 
Hebrew lore, and clung to traditional or- 
thodox ways throughout his life. For six 
years he continued to be the spiritual 
head of the community and then rather
than modify his uncon

maining in Chicago, 
death, in 1884. Sevei 
ants, including a daug

Chicago.

Kohn, as well as to

Abraham, and those he was able to in- 
fluence to join in forming a congregation,

Chicago Jewish community beginning 
with the fall of 1847. For the first few

erect its own house of worship, these serv- 

modest scale, in a room appropriately fit- 
ted up as a synagogue on the second floor 
of a building on the southwest corner of 
Lake and Wells Streets. Women as well

rear scats. The ritual was transplanted 
in its entirety from the old country, the 
Minhaff Ashkenaz being the prayer book 
in use. The traditional Sabbath was scru- 
pulously kept by the members, who 
closed their places of business on the Jew- 
ish day of rest. “On holidays,” observes 
Mayer Klein in his reminiscences of early 
times in Chicago previously quoted, “it

ncss, and in the wholesale as well as in 
the retail district one could observe no- 
tices in the windows and doors of every
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Jewish business house with the inscrip- 
tion, ‘Closed on Account of Holiday.’ ”

A thoroughly observant spirit, thus, 
marked the lives of. Chicago's earliest 
Jewish population. They lived within a 
few blocks of one another in what is now

another’s homes. Simple and earnest and 
neighborly, they kept the faith as they 
had been taught to keep it, although Sep- 
arated thousands of miles from the homes 
and influences in which they had been

It is interesting to note that although 
in 1847 the number of Jews in Chicago 
w׳as small, numbering less than a hundred 
souls in a total population of nearly 
17,000, Lake Street, the main business 
thoroughfare, had a goodly sprinkling of

Isaac Wormser was engaged in the 
clothing business at 83 Lake Street. Next 
door, at 85, was A. Kohn & Brothers.

Samuel Cole, also in the clothing busi- 
ness, was at 131. B. Stern & Company, 
dealing in dry goods, was at 134, Philip 
Newburgh was at 153, and next door at 
155 was Rosenberg & Rosenfeld. S. 
& J. Marks, clothing, was across the 
way at 154, Leopold & Goldman was 
at 171. Henry Braunschild at 176, J. & 
A. Friedman, dry and fancy goods, at 
177, Benedict Shubart at 183, and 
Greenebaum & Becker, dry goods, at 202.

Leopold & Fuller, clothing, was on 
S. Water Street, between Dearborn and 
Clark. Michael Greenebaum was not 
yet in business for himself but was em- 
ployed as a tinner at Wheeler’s hardware 
store at 141 Lake Street and boarded at 
Talmadge’s, on Monroe Street between 
Clark and Wells.

The Kohns lived together at 54% 
State Street, on the west side of the street 
between Randolph and Lake; Isaac Zie- 
gier lived on the west side of Wells Street 
between Lake and Randolph; Isaac En- 
gel ran a boarding-house at the southwest 
corner of Dearborn and South Water 
streets, and Henry Fuller lived consid- 
erably south at that time, on State Street 
near Jackson. Henry Horner was the 
first West-Sider, living on Randolph near 
Canal Street. The rest lived above or 
near their places of business on Lake 
Street, or at the various hotels.

Thus all were within easy walking dis- 
tance of each other, and since they were 
from neighboring communities in 
Europe, they clung closely together, visit- 
ing one another Friday evenings and on 
the Sabbath and holidays. There were 
no Chicagoans more high-minded, indus- 
trious and thrifty׳ than they.



CHAPTER II

A Growing and Contentious Decade, 1847-1857

Arrival of the Greenebaums—The Gold Rush and the Cholera Epidemic— 
Dedication of the First Synagogue—The Hebrew Benevolent Society— 
Kehilath B’nai Sholom—Conversion and Intermarriage—Historic “45 
Clark Street”—The First Jewish Alderman — The Chêvra Gemilath 
Chassodim Ubikkur Cholim—Ramah Lodge—The Fight Against the 
Swiss Treaty—The Community in 1857.

N THE history of Chicago the 

the city may be said to have 
shed its backwoods character 

and linked itself up with civilization, for

the first telegraph message received in 
first boat through the completed Illinois

Michigan with the Mississippi River and

New Orleans; and the running,"October 
25, of the first locomotive, with tender

The same year brought here two men 
who occupy an established and honored 
place in the history of the general 
Chicago community as well as of the 
Jewish community, one of whom took a 

seven decades, and the other for almost 
as long a period, revealing an energy and

and achievements unsurpassed by any

Greenebaum brothers, Elias and Henry, 
who had been preceded two years before 
by their elder brothers, Michael and 
Jacob. Elias Greenebaum reached Chi- 
cago April 14, 1848, being then twenty- 
six years of age. He made his way here 

by stages, clerking in country stores in 
Ohio and other states in the Middle 

first employed as a clerk in the dry goods 
store of Francis Clarke at 168 Lake Street 
where his wages were meager and his 
working hours long and arduous. Henry

lowed Elias to Chicago, arriving October 
25 of the same year. Although only 
fifteen years of age, he began at once to 
earn his own living, his first position

store of W. F. Dominick. Michael 
Greenebaum was still employed as a tin- 
ner at Wheeler and Company. Such 
were the humble beginnings of a family 
that for many years has been counted one 
of the most distinguished and influential 
in Chicago.

During the year of the arrival of Elias 
and Henry Greenebaum, and the follow-

population of Chicago included also the 
Rubel brothers, A. and R., Benedict and 
Simon Schlossman, and David Witkow- 
sky, the great topics of talk and concern 
were the discovery of gold in California, 
and the outbreak of Asiatic cholera in* 
Chicago. In later years Elias Greene- 
baum confessed that the temptation for 
young, unmarried men in Chicago to
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had so much 
that when I

reached Chicago I made up my mind I

But grief for the dead had to yield to 

able contrast that marks life, the same 

the community, and caused widespread 
mourning, the first Jewish wedding took 
place in Chicago. This was that of Jacob 
Rosenberg and Hannah Reese who had 

her sister, Mrs. Levi Rosenfeld, and re- 
mained to become Mrs. Jacob Rosenberg. 
The marriage ceremony was performed 
by Philip Newburgh, instead of, as one

Kunreuther, head of the congregation.

or none were rabbis. Newburgh was the 
secretary of the congregation and appears

go.” Several members of the Greene- 
baum family, however, went to Califor- 
nia, including Leon Grcenebaum and his 
partner, Reuben Becker, who lost their 
lives in a great fire that broke out in San 
Francisco in 1851. Many others, includ- 
ing Jacob Shubart and Michael Reese, 

gold magnet, and, whether they fared 
well or not, remained there. For many 
years California continued to beckon, and 
more responded to the call.

During the early days of the gold rush, 
Chicago was swept by an outbreak of 
cholera which did not spare the little 
Jewish community struggling for a foot- 
ing. Among the victims was Mrs. Dilah 
Kohn, whose frail body could not with- 
stand the disease. It was some time be- 
fore the community recovered from the 
epidemic, and for months the cemetery 
in Lincoln Park was the scene of many a

These funerals [Mayer .Klein tells us) were
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honor of performing the first Jewish

But perhaps the explanation once given 
by a leading Chicago rabbi with a reputa- 

was mentioned to him, is more credible 
as well as more clever—namely, that 
“maybe Newburgh charged less!”

This first wedding was a communal 
affair. All were present as at a family

it for the sorrow caused by the cholera 
epidemic. It was a typical old-fashioned

Jewish wedding, wilh a chuppah, the 
breaking of glass, and other traditional 
Jewish wedding customs.

Although the cholera thinned the ranks 
of the■ little community, it did not check 
the new arrivals, who kept coming in 
spite of all, and soon the worshippers 
became too many to be accommodated at 
the rented quarters of K. A. M. Congre- 
gation which in 1849 leased a lot on 
Clark Street between Adams and Quincy 
Streets and began to build on this site a 
frame synagogue, the first in Chicago.

While these important developments 
were going on, there arrived in Chicago 
a man of outstanding personality who at 
once began to take a leading part in Chi- 
cago’s Jewish life. This man was Leo- 
pold Mayer, a graduate of a teachers* 
seminary in Europe and the first trained 
Jewish teacher to come to Chicago. His 
brother, Marx L. Mayer, was already 
settled here. Almost fifty years after his 
arrival, "Lehrer Mayer” as he was 
known in the early days when he taught 
Hebrew and German before he entered 
the banking business, read a paper, 
November 13, 1899, before the Council 
of Jewish Women, on Jews and Judaism 
in Early Chicago Days which gives in- 
teresting information about Jewish life 
in Chicago when he came here. This 
paper was published in full in the Chi-

day. After telling how after a stormy 

he arrived in New York on February 15, 
1850, and reached Chicago April 23 fol-
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derstand English.

ing accomplished under difficult circum- 

Notwithstanding these difficulties, he 
persisted, and soon had the satisfaction of 
conducting the first Bar Mitzvah in Chi*

his, Julius Newburgh, the son of Philip 
Newburgh, read his parsheh in the Torah 
to the great delight of the congregation. 
A week later another pupil, Martin 
Barbe, son of Bernard Barbe, a member 
of K. A. M., was similarly inducted into 
the Covenant, and did equal justice to his 
teacher. These ceremonies took place in 
the temporary synagogue on Lake and 
Wells streets, for the synagogue was not 

yet ready for occupancy. It was dedi-

the following day, when impressive cere- 
monies were held which are described in
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detail in the daily papers of the time.
The Chicago Daily Journal in its issue of 
Saturday evening, June 14, has this to say
of the occasion:

Consecration or the Jewish Synagogue

The Daily Democrat was equally 
eulogistic. In its issue of Saturday morn-

of the first column on its editorial page to 
the dedication, commenting as follows:

the veil, depending in rich and massive folds from

nominations present. We noticed several clergy-

a church. The flowers, leaves and bushes were

them," Exodus XXV, S.

independent order 01 tree thinkers, than a Jnr- Mt.
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Ha-Le-Lu-Hu Bir-Kia, Uso. 
Ha-Le-Lu-Hu Bik-fu-Ro-sof, 
Ha-Le-Lu-Hu Ke-Rof Gud-10 
Ha-Le-Lu-Hu Bsc-Ka, Sh-for 
Ha-Le-Lu-Hu Bnc-fel Tehi-Nor.
Ha-Le-Lu-Hu Bsof. Un^e-Kol(

Ha-uïi™' ״1י  T' 1"י Ul ’”b 
Koi, Hansho, Mob, &C.

Apparently “those old Jews” gave 
early-day Chicagoans something to think

frame building, one and one-half stories 
high, which occupied a lot on the site of 
the present Postofiicc building during the 
following three years. When the lease

moved to the northeast corner of Adams 
and Wells streets where it stood for many 
years and for some time was the only syn- 
agogue in Chicago. It is claimed that

inquiry has failed to bring it to light. It 
was vacated and sold before the fire and 
moved farther south where it was not 
harmed during Chicago’s great confia- 
gration. Many interesting incidents took 
place in it while it stood on its original

Mah, to fu O'Lc Ko. Ja-Koff, 
Mish-Cno, So-Ko, Jes-ro-el,
O fou. Be־Se־K0, Esh-tak-fe, 
El-hc-Kal, Kod-she Ko.

Im, Kom, Mish-Kan. Kfo-de-Ko.
Ef-Ro-Ko, Lifc-Ne, Ado-Noy 
Ousi, Fa-ani, Tfi, Lost-L’-Ko,

 םשינותיך מ!ך,ב אתליך ùç סת
 יל,ך3 אבא תביך ברר. )אני ןקלאל:

 כבודי: «׳?נן tippניסך ?עון אמס׳ ײ !tot? י9הי ,כי'? אל א״?סמר■
1'» »W!,■־TO ■ד ??״־ א?י?י 

 אלהים לצון עת ע הילך7ת? ואל עשי:
 ־W ?!מת ?«' מכר ?לב

עז: ניקיע ??ך® «ל הללו הללױה  ר־רה נדדו: "2 בנביר־-ור-ררו הללוהו י
 נחף הללוהו :ונסר Sgij הלאהו ®ןר נתקע
 אנע כצ^ל* הדלות וע^ב: נמים הללוהו יעהו•

 יוהלי"זז ני"הני?^ תרועה: ביצלצא סללוהו
וקשנהההללהזהללוך.: נל קלל^ה:

"Mah To-Fv" akd "Ha-Lb-Lv-Yoh”
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spot. The first thing the father of Henry 
L. Frank did, when both came to Chi- 
cago erev Yom Kippur, 1852, was to ap- 
pear at the synagogue where they were 
introduced to all the members, in accord- 
ance with the custom that then prevailed 
and was continued for many years.

Although the community was small, 
K. A. M. Congregation did not attract or 
absorb all its energies. Some did not feel 
they could afford to belong to the con- 
gregation and others even then wanted a 
more advanced form of worship and a 
more decorous way of holding meetings. 
Thus, in the same year that K. A. M. ded- 
icated its first synagogue, an organization 
was formed of a semi-religious character 
under the name of Hebrew Benevolent 

existence, although it has not been very 
active for a number of years. The found- 
ers of this society, the third Jewish or- 
ganization in Chicago (if we consider 
the Jewish Burial Ground Society which

were Michael Greenebaum, Elias 
Greenebaum, Moses Rubel, Mayer L. 
Klein, Levi Klein and Isaac Wolf. The 
purposes of the society were clearly stated 
in the preamble to a constitution which 
was carefully drawn up, as follows:

Three acres of ground were bought in 
the town of Lake View near Graceland 
for the sum of $600, to be used for a cem-

etcry, the second Jewish cemetery in Chi- 
cago. Michael Greenebaum was the first 
president. Meetings were held once a 
month at the homes of the members and 
these were always marked by commenda- 
ble decorum, as the meetings of other 
Jewish organizations in the early days 
unfortunately were not.

The members of the Hebrew Benevo-

belonged to K. A. M. which was known 
as the bayerische Shut because its mem- 

were quite clannish and held themselves 
aloof from all who did not hail from 
some Bavarian hamlet. They did not as- 
sociate even with the German-speaking 
Jews from German Poland, who soon fol- 
lowed them to Chicago. Some of the lat- 
ter, the first so-called Polish Jews to come 
to Chicago, were already here in 1851, 
these being S. Marks. David Witkowski, 
Solomon Harris, Caspar Summerfield, 
and others. Of these, S. Marks appears 
to have been the first to arrive, his name 
and also that of J. Marks appearing in 
the directory of 1846. David Witkow- 
ski’s name appears for the first time in 
the directory of 1848. By 1852, there 
were enough in Chicago of these Herzog- 
thümer as they were called by the Ba- 
varian element, because they came from 
the Herzoglhum or Duchy of Polish 
Prussia, to form a congregation of their 
own and they accordingly in May, 1852, 
formed one under the name of Kehilath 
B'nai Sholom (Congregation of Men of 
Peace). The charter members were S. 
Harris, Caspar Summerfield, Jacob Pie- 
ser, Jacob Frost and Jacob Auerbach. 
This congregation was known as the 
“Polish Shut” pronounced “Bolish" in 
the broad accent of the Bavarians. It 
first met in rooms above the clothing store 
of Solomon Harris, the first president, on 
Clark Street between Washington and 
Randolph, and the Reverend A. Alexan- 
der officiated. Henry Greenebaum, al- 
though not a “Bolish” Jew, showed the
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breadth of his spirit by joining the con- 
gregation, and was elected its first secre- 
tary. He did not remain long, however,

his membership in K. A. M. if he con-

the by-laws of K. A. M. forbidding mem-
congregations worshipped on Clark 
Street only a few blocks from each other 
but they were miles away in their view- 
point, as far as they had been when in 
Europe. The prayer-book of K. A. M.

hag Polen. To each, its prayer-book was

which was not to be thought of. Al- 
though K. A. M. was the more influential 
and the more substantial congregation, 
B'nai Sholom quietly grew in strength 
and influence and soon began to play an

time having the finest Jewish house of

How fast Chicago was growing in the 
early '50s may be seen by contrasting the 
population figures of 1850 with those for 
1853. In 1850, the population was 28,269 
which in less than four years mounted to
tion in 1853 being 60,662. By 1857 the

the population at the close of the decade 
we are reviewing being 93,000. The 
growth of the Jewish population was re- 
fleeted in the growth of the membership 
and resources of K. A. M. Congregation 
which, at the expiration of its five-year

Adams, where its first synagogue stood, 

lot at the corner of Adams and Wells 
Streets, where a basement was built in 
which provision was made for the hold- 
ing of a day school. This day school is

Jewish . Chicagoans who attended it. 

it. Two of its best-loved teachers were

Irishmen, Gleason and Brewster, who 
taught the first-born Jewish generation 
in Chicago not only the rudiments of a

trained them for the choir, drilling them 
zeal and with a pardonable lack of pre- 

those who attended the school and sang 
in the choir were Max Frank, Aaron 
Shubart, the Mandel brothers, Emanuel 
and Leon, Moses Fleischman, and others. 
The records of the School Board of this

are stillin existence, being among the few 
documents of early times that were not 
destroyed in the fire of 1871. The syna- 
gogue of K. A. M. stood on the Adams 
and Wells Street site from 1853 till 1865. 
Its entrance was on Wells Street and thus 
the worshippers faced east. During the 

be the only synagogue in Chicago, Sinai 
not having a house of worship until 1861,

K. A. M. during the early '50s. Mor- 
ris L. Leopold, the first president, re- 
signed the office in 1851, when he left 
Chicago, and was succeeded by Levi Ro- 
senfeld who headed the congregation for 
two years, after which he was succeeded 
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by Abraham Kohn who placed the con- 

not only caused the constitution to be re- 
vised and the congregation chartered by 
the Legislature of the State of Illinois, 
but also revised the ritual in order to sat-

changes to be made in the service. He 
was far from being a reform Jew, how- 
ever, and later opposed with all his 
strength the radical reform tendencies 
that asserted themselves in K. A. M. and 
in the community. Ignatz Kunreuther 
thought that even Abraham Kohn’s mild 
changes, which were an. improvement,

Judaism, and clinging to his Minhap 
Ashkenaz, resigned as head of the Con- 
gregation in 1853, his place being taken 
by the Reverend Isidor Lebrecht who not 

retirement for similar reasons.
One of the last things Kunreuther did 

was to serve on a board of three rabbis 
called a rabbinical collegium that gave its 
approval to the application of Caroline

to be converted to Judaism. The appli- 
cant was the wife of Marcus Spiegel, as 
noble a son of.the Covenant as Chicago or

Chicago with the lady of his choice in 
1853 when Mrs..Spiegel made the request 
to be inducted into the J ewish faith. The 
rabbinical board consisted of Rabbi Ka- 
lish of Cleveland, Kunreuther, and Sam- 
uel Straus (father of Simeon Straus), 

activities in Chicago although he was not 
ordained as a minister. The Board re- 
ported August 21, 1853, that it found her

version" and gave her the Jewish name 
of Hannah bath Abraham. Under the 

but in most of the cases, formal conver- 
Sion took place and those so converted 
were among the most devoted and loyal 

adherents of Judaism to be found in Chi- 
cago. Intermarriage without conversion

of the Hebrew Benevolent Society re- 
fused, admission to those who had inter- 

wives converted, and also to those who 
failed to observe Yom Kippur.

Beginning with the year 1855, the Jews

of Chicago began to write 
large in the book of history, 
that were quietly maturing 
previous years began to manifest their 
strength and accordingly from that time 

are full of the
most interesting and dramatic happen- 
ings. By that time the community con- 
tained besides the leading personalities 
we have already mentioned, such men as 
Godfrey Snydacker, Isaac Grcensfelder, 
Abraham and Henry Hart, M. M. Gerst- 
ley, Edward Salomon, Nathan Eisen-
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drath, Conrad Witkowski, Herman Fei- 
senthal, J. L. Gatzert, Julius Rosenthal, 
Lazarus Silverman, and others, all out- 
standing leaders whose influence soon be- 
gan to be felt in the community. These 
proved to be valuable additions to the

they were all public spirited and took a 
lively interest in public matters, making 
their mark at once not only in the Jewish 
community but in the civic life of Chi- 
cago as well.

The developments began with the very 
first day of January of the remarkable 
year of 1855 when Elias and Henry 
Greenebaum, feeling that they had served 
their apprenticeships first as general 
salesmen and later as clerks in the most 
prominent banking establishment in Chi- 
cago in that day, that of R. K. Swift, 
where Julius Rosenthal and other prom- 
ising Jewish young men also found cm- 

the name of Greenebaum Brothers, first 
in the Metropolitan Block, Randolph

Wells Street, and shortly afterward at 
45 Clark Street (new number 177-179).

The firm of Greenebaum Brothers at 
45 Clark at once became what the firm 
of Rosenfeld & Rosenberg had been in 
an carlier day. It was the scene of many
There the underlying principles of the 

lined, debated, and formulated, and other 
significant communal activities discussed

Soon the Greenebaum brothers began 
to be heard of in Chicago’s political and 
civic life, for a year after the founding of 
the famous firm which is today the oldest 
banking house in Chicago, Henry 
Greenebaum was elected aiderman of the 
Sixth Ward, and Elias Greenebaum was 
entrusted with the duties of school 
agent. Prior to his election to the Com-

man of the important Finance Commit- 

rendered efficient service as a member of 
the volunteer fire department, rising to 
prominence as an important official of the 
Firemen's Benevolent Association which 
looked after the needs of disabled and in- 
capacitated firemen. In appreciation of

headed cane by the members of the Fire 
King Company, the leading volunteer fire 
brigade. Others prominent in volunteer 
fire activities included Jacob Rosenberg 
and Joseph Schlossman who also filled

the readiest and bravest volunteer firemen 
Chicago ever had.

At this time, there was formed an or- 
ganization which like K. A. M,, B’nai 
Sholom and the Hebrew Benevolent So- 
ciety, has continued until the present
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time. Its members were drawn in the 
main from the same element that com- 
posed the membership of B'nai Sholom.

the name of Chevra Gemilath Chassodim 
Ubikkur Cholim with the same objects 
as the Hebrew Benevolent Society, name- 
ly, for burial purposes and for assistance 
in cases of need. Its charter members
were the following:

M. Anhold

B. Cohen
M. L. Cohn

L. Kalisky

L. II. Mertz
M. Nelson
H. Shier
S. Shildberger

Before the end of the year these were 
joined by L. Lov- 

Strelitz, Abraham
Ohnstein. D. Mi-

1855 he had joined
Order B’nai B’rith,

Lodge No. 16 of
Cleveland. He 

there should be ader, and M. Jacobs. 
Wolff Peretz, who 
joined the organi- 
zation June7,1857, 
is the only one of 
the first members 
still living. The 
minutes of this organization from the be- 
ginning are still in existence. They are 
written in German and are featured by

lettering. This society bought an acre of 
ground in Graceland from the Hebrew 
Benevolent Society, the third of three 
original acres purchased by the Hebrew 
Benevolent Society in 1851 being bought 
by B'nai Sholom. These three ceme- 
teries have thus adjoined one another 
from the early days.

So by 1857, Chicago had four well-cs- 
tablished Jewish organizations and each 
prided itself on having its own cemetery.

“Why so many cemeteries? Isn't there 
need in Chicago of an organization for 
the living, that should promote sociabil- 
ity, and labor to break down the divisions
question would naturally suggest itself to 
a mind like that of Henry Greenebaum 
who, as before shown, did not share the 
provincial feelings that he found prevail- 

could not rest until he had done all he 
could to promote harmony and unity in 
the community. Accordingly, when a 
move was made early in 1857 to establish 
an organization in Chicago to york for
it found in Henry Greenebaum a ready

in Chicago. So

The lead in this 
movement seems to 
have been taken by

Rudolph Rosenthal ; the Reverend G. M. 
Cohen, who at that time was the head of 
K. A. M., succeeding Isidor Lebrecht; 
and Joseph L. Gatzert. Together they 
secured the first signatures applying to 
District 2 of the Order, whose headquar- 
ters were in Cincinnati, for a charter for 
a lodge in Chicago. This was granted 
and at once Henry Greenebaum applied 
for a card of withdrawal from the Cleve- 
land lodge and joined the Chicago lodge 
which was organized as Ramah No. 33 
and instituted J une 15, 1857. The install-

nati, and William Rcnau, the same gen-
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tiemen who had visions in the early days barriers existing in Chicago, and the mot-

porously and happily at Schaumberg in 
Cook County. The Reverend G. M. 
Cohen was chosen president, and Rudolph 
Rosenthal vice-president, and the lodge at 
once became a great influence for good in 
the c o m m u n i t y. “Here,” said Henry 
Greenebaum later, “some of the best 
minds of German and Polish Jews joined 
hands to remove the miserable provincial

to of the order, ‘Benevolence, Brotherly 
Love and Harmony,' became the living 
motto of all their actions in the outside 
world. The members of Ramah Lodge 
cooperated in every true and noble move- 
ment that was urged, either in the He- 
brew Benevolent Society or in the exist- 
ing congregations; and after a term of 
two years of self-imposed preparation, 
Ramah Lodge had the proud satisfaction 
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tions, Polish and" German, in one com- 
mon organization”—the United Hebrew 
Relief Association, the first consolidation 
of Jewish effort in Chicago, first sug- 
gested and successfully consummated by 
Ramah Lodge in 1859, and dealt with at 
length in the next chapter.

Appreciative of the assistance given by 
the District Grand Lodge in instituting 
the first B’nai B'rith lodge in Chicago,

Israelite in Cincinnati, which published 
them in its issue of July 19, 1857, as fol- 

new power called into being to aid him 

ment. The cause of this first crystalliza- 
tion of American opinion, non-Jewish as 
well as Jewish, was the treaty between the 
United States and Switzerland which was 
ratified by the United States Senate No- 
vember 6, 1855, and proclaimed three 
days later by President Pierce although 
it contained a clause which had been ob- 
jected to in 1851 by President Fillmore 
when the treaty was first submitted to the 
Senate, because it refused to accord to 
Jewish citizens of the’United States in 
Switzerland the same rights given non- 
Jewish citizens of this country. Switzer-

Whereas. The Hon. D. G. Lodge I- O. B. B.,

Rrsoleetl, That the Hon. D. G. Lodge. in the

A few months after the formation of 
Ramah Lodge, the Jews of America were 
stirred and the voice of American Jewry 
began to be heard and heeded for the first 
time, proof to the world that a new era 
indeed had dawned for the Jew, and a 

land at that time discriminated against its 
Jewish population and in the treaty in- 
sisted upon extending this discrimination 
to Jews of this or any other land, what- 
ever their status in other lands. Matters 
were brought to a head when two Ameri- 
can Jewish citizens, A. H. Gootman of 
New York and a Mr. Wurmser of Boston 
pealed to the American Minister in

United States Government in their be- 
half. Soon the voice of America be- 
gan to be heard, and Chicago was not 
silent, thanks to Abraham Kohn, M. M. 
Gerstley, Samuel Cole and others who 
led the fight here. Matters came to a 
head in the summer of 1857 when the Is- 
raelite of Cincinnati, in its issue of Au­
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gust 7, headed its first page with the fol- 
lowing vigorous and fearless appeal : 

AGITATE! they shall live. We Americaiu^very justl^and

Abraham Kohn did not hesitate. On 
August 3, he wrote the liraelite the fol- 
lowing letter which was published in its 
issue of August 14:

Chicago, August 3rd, 1S57.

Baron Rothschild refused to subscribe. We look

The editorial enclosed by Abraham 
Kohn was as follows:
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out against the treaty, saying:

tor Douglas were reported by Abraham

published in the Israelite, August 21, as

throughout the country as to the best way
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cle in the treaty removed. Finally, a 
committee in Baltimore suggested that 
delegates be named from as many com- 
munities as possible who should meet in 
Baltimore October 26, and “proceed in 
a body to Washington and to lay our

dent of the United States.” The Balti- 
more committee felt that “there is good 
reason to believe that the federal cxecu- 
tive is disposed to do justice to his fellow- 
citizens of the Hebrew faith, and that the 
place recommended above, which the 
committee has been induced to adopt, on 
the advice coming from a reliable source, 
is the one best adapted to insure success in 
the effort to abrogate a treaty so prejudi- 
cial to the honor and interests of Ameri- 
can Israelites.”

Dr. Wise concurred in this suggestion 
and on October 9, this “Call to the Com- 
munity" appeared in the Israelite:

The Baltimore Convention assembled 
October 28 and among its delegates was 
M. M. Gerstley, who took a very impor- 
tant part in its proceedings. His name 
appears as one of the seven signers of a 

was one of the delegation that presented 
it to President Buchanan two days later. 
His name also heads the list of seven 
signers of the official communique of the 
Convention, as follows :

M. M. Gerctlev M. J. Cohen

Kota
Washington, I). C., October 31, 1S57.

these seven names were of men of the 
West. Two were from Ohio—Isaac M. 
Wise from Cincinnati, and L. F. Leo* 
pold, from Cleveland ; one was from Ken- 

and one represented Illinois, our own M. 
M. Gerstley.

Isaac M. Wise wrote to his paper, on 
the same day the official statement of the 
Convention was issued :



The first decisive step in giving the 
Swiss treaty a death blow was taken by 
Abraham Lincoln when as one of his first 
official acts he appointed in March, 1861, 
a Jew, Mr. Bernays, as United States 
Consul to Zurich. The grim humor of 
this action was appreciated by all. 
Finally, the matter was settled for all time 
in 1874 when full religious equality was 
announced in the new Swiss constitution 
of that year which also made the treat- 
ment of aliens a federal, not a cantonal 
matter.

Abraham Kohn’s absence from the Bal- 
timoré convention is explained by the fact 

conflict on his hands at home. K. A. M. 
in 1857 was a miniature battlefield of the

In 1856 he resigned the presidency and 
was succeeded by Samuel Cole, but he

views and did all in his power to prevent 
reform ideas from making inroads in the 
congregation. Seeing the impossibility 
of making headway, some members of 
K. A. M. with advanced views, led by

and formed a new congregation. Notice 
of the formation of this new congregation 
appears in the Cincinnati Israelite’s is- 
sue of August 21, 1857, which published 
a letter received from Samuel Straus as 
follows:

September 27, 1857. At this memorable

in the field, the conservative group 
headed by Samuel Cole, and the radical 
reform adherents, led by Elias Greene- 
baum. The latter element would not be 
satisfied with anything less than the in- 
troduction of the prayer-book of the Re- 
form Temple in Hamburg, Germany, 
while the former stood firm for the 
Roedelheimer Siddur, then in use in the 
congregation. The treasury of the con- 
gregation benefited from the struggle, for

considerable sums were paid to cover the

desired. The reform ticket made a clean 
sweep of the election, as is seen from the

election result by a member of the vic- 
torious party, which appears in the Is- 
raelite, in its issue of October 2, 1857 :

10 o'clock a. m. Chicago, Sept. 27,1857.

The majority members of K. A. M. 
with reform views, however, decided to 
fight the matter out in the congregation 
and a spirited struggle took place which 
culminated at the election of officers held
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bars, which h» been mo« sadly ncglecred ; £dnca-

"Observer” was is not known, but it might 
have been Leopold Mayer who, ever 
since his arrival in Chicago seven years 
previously, had kept hammering on the 
and the religious life of the community.

Who this enthusiastic and triumphant
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with his election." The choice of a rabbi 
seems to have been made to satisfy those 
who had been defeated at the election, 
for he adds, “Rev. Mr. Mensor, from 
Dublin, Ireland—one of the correspon- 
dents of your Israelite-—was elected 
Rabbi of our congregation. The ortho- 
dox party advocated the election of a 
Rabbi, and particularly Rev. Mr. Men- 
sor, for his knowledge of the English 
language. Though the present financial 
revenue of the congregation is not an 
exceedingly large one, Mr. A. Kohn 
unreservedly took the responsibility upon

Chicago nr 1S55

Thus, with both sides of the case pre- 
sented, an effort was made to bring about 
harmony, and this laudable spirit seems 
to have made headway rapidly, for on 
October 18, some one who did not sign 
his name — possibly “Observer"—wrote 
to the Israelite as follows:

fate. We look to the future and hope for the best.
The correspondent also added that 

“Mr. Marx, from Alsheim, from Rhine- 
hessia, was elected chazan and teacher" 
and that “the members are well satisfied 

himself to elect Mr. Mensor at a salary 
of $1000 per year. We hope that our new 
Rabbi will advance the interest of our 
congregation, and satisfy all parties." 

sor was the biggest pulpit figure the Chi- 

zled by the fame that preceded him, 
which his priestly bearing and eloquent 
sermons bore out. Dr. Wise announced 
the election by K. A. M. of Dr. Mensor 

cause it shows the earnest desire of the 
congregation to contribute their part to 
the improvement and advancement of the 
cause of Israel—but also because the Rev. 
Dr. Mensor is a man of extensive learn- 



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO

reformer of the legal school, and a man 
who has acquired already a fair reputa-

thing therefore promised well for the 
new incumbent and the congregation to 
whose pulpit he had been called.

Dr. Mensor did not arrive in Chicago 
to take up his duties until the end of Janu- 
ary, 1858. He preached his inaugural 
of that year, “to the utmost satisfaction 
of his audience,” the Israelite tells us. A 
public reception followed at which Dr. 
Mensor assured ail that he was “a friend

proper limits of legality,” which pleased 
all. He continued to make a good im- 
pression and in a short time became very 
much liked.
Hebrew Benevolent Society, most of 

reform and succeeded in winning their 
confidence and gratitude, as the follow- 
ing communication in the Israelite of 
February 12, 1858, shows:

Chicago, Februar)185 ,5 ־S.
held the 7th inn., alter Rev. Dr. Mensor had

Thus in the closing months of 1857 
and the opening months of 1858, after the 
storm that had broken shortly before, 

ing. B'nai Sholom, living up to its name, 
had no trouble during its fall elections of
for the following year: Caspar Sum- 
merfield, president; Jacob Pieser, vice- 
president; Jacob Frost, treasurer; A. 
Alexander, secretary; trustees: S. Wit- 

kowsky, D. Michael, L. Abraham, and 
Jonas Moore; S. Long, superintendent 
of the burnu ground. No rabbi was

elected whose names the secretary did 
not deem it important enough to men-
announcing the election. The congrcga-

ters, then at the corner of Jackson and

Clark streets, where the Grand Pacific 
Hotel was later erected.

Chicago for 1858, issued January 1 of 
that year, and therefore recording the 
names of those living here in 1857, is lib- 
erally filled with Jewish names, which 
shows the great growth of the Jewish 
community. Clark Street now vied with 
Lake Street in the number of Jewish
sidcrable number on Wells, Randolph 
and La Salle streets, and some were north 
of the river. The older, more substantial 
settlers were grouped on Edina Place and 
Buffalo Street, now Plymouth Court and 
Federal Street, respectively. Thus, in 
1857, we find living on Edina Place the 
following : M. M. Gerstley at number 9,
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Benedict Schlossman at 11, Samuel Cole 
at 18, Mary Fuller, widow of Jacob 
Fuller who died in 1856, at number 19, 
and Elias Greenebaum, at 105. On Buf- 
falo Street were Jacob Frost at number 
10, August and Jacob Friedman at 14, 
Isaac Blumenthal at 15, Martin Clay- 
burgh at 17, Henry A. Kohn, cousin of 
Abraham Kohn, at number 21, and Abra- 

fore the fire were what Michigan Avenue 
and Grand Boulevard became afterward. 
Clark Street and Wells Street had many 
Jewish places of business and residences. 
The two former spiritual leaders of K. 
A. M., Ignatz Kunreuther and Isidor

the former being a tobacconist at 277 
South Clark Street, and the latter serving Frank was a teller in the bank of Hoff-
the community as a butcher and living at 
307 South Wells Street. Gerhard Fore- 
man lived at 215 South Wells and Isaac 
Grecnsfclder was at 261 South Clark 
Street. Levi Cline was engaged in the 
clothing business at 258 South Clark 
Street, and others made these two streets 

haunt Block which was located on Hub- 
bard Street, two blocks north of Kinzie, 
between Wood and Cornelia streets, 
where all the Gre Elias
and Michael, then lived together. Mich- 
ael lived on Union Street at the corner of 
Eagle. Nathan Eisendrath lived at 100 
Ohio Street between Market and Frank- 
lin—considerably north then—and Wil- 
liant Clingman lived “out in the coun- 
try," on Wabash avenue, corner New 
Street, seven blocks south of Twelfth, 
where the houses were not yet numbered.

Other interesting revelations of the 
Directory arc the following: Samuel 
Alschuler, uncle of the present Judge 
Samuel Alschuler, was a member of the 
firm of Alschuler & Florence, daguerreo-

•typists, at 142 Lake Street, and lived at 
213 South Wells Street; Bernard Barbe, 
who was engaged in the clothing business 
at 211 Randolph Street, lived at 168

Madison, then a residential street; Bcnja- 
min Bruncman conducted a hotel which 
was frequented chiefly by Jewish patrons, 
at 39 La Salle Street; Joseph Schlossman, 
the owner of a hotel bearing his name, at

ure in political circles and an intimate of
“Joe” and whom the latter greeted with 
“Steve.” Wcincman's was a boarding 
house on Clark Street between Madison 
and Monroe; David Witkowsky was the
97% and 102 Lake Street-and at 33 North 
Clark and 311 South Clark Street, and 
lived at 111 Monroe Street, Conrad Wit-
the store at 102 Lake Street; Henry L.

man & Gelpckc and lived with his

Reese sisters, at 54 West Randolph Street, 
beyond the river; Moses Goodman is 
listed as a butcher at 118 West Harrison 
Street, then between Clinton and Jeffer- 
son, where he was the only Jew at that 

time; and Joseph L. Gatzertwas then a 
clothier at 64 West Lake Street.

These and others not so well known 
composed the Jewish community in Chi- 
cago in 1857, all but a few of whom have 

of those early times still living in Chicago 
and enjoying a hearty old age are Henry 
L. Frank who came in 1852; Benjamin 
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W. Eisendrath, who was brought here as 
a boy by his father, Nathan Eisendrath, 
who came here in 1853; Mrs. Hannah Si- 
mon, who also came in 1855; Joseph L. 
Gatzert who arrived in 1856, in which 
year also came Wolff Peretz, oldest living 
member of the old Chevra Gemilath 
Chassodim. Besides these there are the 
present-day Chicagoans who were born 
here before 1857, including Joseph Hor- 
ner, son of Henry Horner, born in 1852; 
Henry E. Greenebaum and Moses E.

Greenebaum, sons of Elias, born here 
September 1, 1854 and March 17, 1858, 
respectively; Eli B. Felsenthal, son of 
Herman Felsenthal, born in Milwaukee 
in 1853 and brought to Chicago in 1854, 
and Simeon Straus, son of Samuel Straus, 
born here in 1855. Thus, although most 
of the old settlers are gone, a compara- 

whose recollections are clear, if not of the 
period we have been considering, of the 
days that immediately followed.







CHAPTER HI
Reform and Relief, 1853-1860

Earliest Reform Efforts in Chicago—The Ohabey Or Congregation ano 
THE JÜDISCHER REFORMVEREIN—BERNHARD FELSENTHAL’S TWENTY-SEVEN 
Theses—“Kol Kore Bamidbar’’—The United Hebrew Relief Association; 
Non-Jewish Help; First Year’s Work—Efforts to Effect Reforms in 
K. A. M. ; Withdrawal of Reform Element—Founding of Chicago Sinai 
Congregation.

LTHOUGH Dr. Mensor, iin- 
mediately following his arrival 
in Chicago late in January, 
1858, made a favorable impres- 

sion outside his congregation as well as 

to reconcile the varying religious view- 
points that were first sharply brought 
into opposition with each other in the 
fall of 1857, one group in the community, 
the first to take a stand for radical reform, 

group as we have seen, led by Samuel 
Straus, G. M. Cohen, and others, mak- 
ing a total of about forty persons whose 
names have not been preserved, as 
early as July 26, 1857, organized an 
 -Israelite Reform Society” and con״
ducted services “in the style of Emanu El 
in New York" with an organ or “prelo- 
dean" (the first used in Jewish religious 
services in Chicago) during the fall holi- 
days in 1857. Nothing further seems to 
have been done by this group until about 
a month after Dr. Mensor’s arrival. 
Whether this delay was caused by a wish 
to learn what Dr. Mensor’s views were, 
or came from a desire to move slowly and 
lay solid foundations for a reform con- 
gregation, is not known. That the mem-

with Dr. Mensor is shown by the action 
taken February IS, 1858, when a reform

congrégation was called into existence. A 
report of the organization of this, the first 
reform congregation in Chicago, appears 
in the Cincinnati Israelite, February 26, 
1858, as follows:

P. M., in No. 166 South Clark Street, and after

M. Rosenberg, Dr. G. Schiff.
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The Board of Administration will enter into

Chicago, February 16, 1S5S.
Thus, Chicago’s earliest friends of re- 

form cast the die. Dr. Isaac Mayer 
Wise's Minhag America was adopted, a 
hall was consecrated Friday, March 26, 
as a temporary place of worship, and 
services were held the following day and 
on Passover, a week later. Dr. Wise

noted with approval the progress made by 
the congregation and in the issue of the

"There is every reason to believe that the 
congregation will succeed, and by the fall 
of the year will stand co-equal with other 
sister congregations.” It probably would 
have done so but for an unlooked-for hap- 
pening, the seemingly casual arrival of

course of events, and the "Lovers of 
Light," although they made the begin- 
ning, were Combined with and absorbed 
in another reform movement that made 
its appearance shortly after the Ohabey 
Or was called into being.

This man whose gifted personality at 
once began to have a powerful influence 
in the community was Bernhard Felsen- 
thaï who arrived in Chicago, April 18, 
1858, not heralded nor summoned as Dr. 
Mcnsor had been, but unannounced and 
unnoticed. Although a teacher, he appar- 
cntly came to Chicago with the expecta- 
lion of entering business, at least tempo-

clerk in a bank. He was a man, however, 
of scholarly interests, followed closely the 
reform ideas of the time, and was eager to 
further them to the best of his ability.

Apparently, the Ohabey Or constitu- 
tion and viewpoint did not appear to him 
to be adequate, for two months after his 

meeting called in the office of Greene- 
baum Brothers at 45 South Clark Street, 

meeting, to use his own words, which arc 
to be found in his account of the begin- 
nings of Sinai Congregation, was "to 
come together and to found, if possible, a 
society for the purpose of fostering Jew- 
ish reform." Besides himself, the fol- 

ering: Gerhard Foreman, Elias Greene- 
baum, Michael Grcenebaum, Raphael 
Guthmann, Leopold Mayer, Leopold 
Miller, Isaac Grccnsfelder and Samuel 
Straus. Leopold Mayer was chosen 
chairman, and Felsenthal acted as sccre- 
tary. The proceedings were conducted 
in German. The main business of the 
meeting was to hear presented an outline 
which had been carefully worked out by 
the bank-clerk bochur, consisting of 
twenty-seven propositions or "theses" as 
he called them. In these theses, he stated 
more clearly and fundamentally than 
anyone else had done, in Chicago or out- 
side of Chicago, the objectives for which,



in his opinion, a reform body should 
strive, and the spirit that should mark its 
endeavors.

He then proposed for the furtherance 
of this object that there should at once be 
formed in Chicago a society under the 
name of the Jüdischer Reformverein 
(Jewish Reform Society). He elabo- 
rated on the specific things such a society 
should work for, declaring in his Third 
Thesis, “All religious truths shall be 
based on free investigation and demon- 
stration. All specifically Jewish doctrines 

vestigation and examination of the re< 
nized sources of the Jewish religii 
He gave as “the sources for the kn< 
edge of universal religious truth.” ‘ 
ture surrounding us—the universe— 

the history of mankind,” and as 

ism and its adherents” which inclu 
the twenty-four books of the Bible, 
Talmud, and the post-Talmudic lit! 
ture, the thorough knowledge of wh 
he insisted, was essential to an uni 
standing of Judaism and its developm 

With this as his starting-point, he

m^investigatc for himself as much as he can.
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The broad, and, one may say, catholic 
character of the Reform Society is indi- 
cated in the Twenty-first Thesis, as fol-

Declaring that “our only dogma which 
we will consider as binding upon every 
one of our members is ‘perfect freedom 
of belief limited to us who stand on Jew-

that un-Jewish which opposes.the eternal 
and unchangeable doctrines which follow 
clearly and unequivocally from the 
sources of Jewish religion,” he laid down 
the following declaration of congrcga- 
tional democracy :

That the brilliant formulator of these 
theses had his feet solidly on the ground 
as well as his eyes upon the stars, is shown 
clearly in his Twentieth Thesis, which

The profound and critical study of 
Judaism revealed by these thoroughly 
worked-out and clearly-presented theses

tie gathering assembled to hear them but 
also in reform circles in the East and in 
Germany. They stamped their author as 
the intellectual giant of the community of

Reform Society, which was called into 
being on that memorable Sunday after- 
noon in the summer of 1858. He was only 
thirty-six years of age at the time.

The general principles laid down in 
Felsenthal's theses were accepted prac- 
tically in their entirety by the group to 
whom they were addressed. The only 
changes made were verbal ones. Subse- 
quent meetings were held during the sum- 
mer and fall of 1858 at which the matter 
of establishing a reform congregation in 
Chicago was taken up. The Ohabey Or 
was given up by its founders, who joined 
the Rcformvercin.

While these important developments 
were taking place, Dr. Mcnsor's influ- 
ence began to wane, to the great disap- 



and would have nothing to do with the 
Reformverein, although some of the lead- 
ing members of K. A. M. were the pillars 
of the new movement while still retaining 
their membership in K. A. M. Trouble 
began in April when Dr. Mensor tried, 
or was believed to be about to try, to abol- 
ish the second day of holidays. By July 
there was serious trouble. In the issue of 

following : 

Isle, and nothing more has ever been 
heard of him in a Jewish pulpit.’’ K. A. 
M.’s pulpit remained vacant for some 
time after the disappointing experience 
with Dr. Mensor, the chazan taking 
charge of the services, while Lipman 
Levi, a very devoted and capable man, 
ably conducted the school.

While the opposing forces in K. A. M. 
were gathering for another clash, and the 
more progressive clement began to realize 
the impossibility of harmonizing the 
varying viewpoints, the Reformverein 
sent a letter on November 24,1858, to Dr.

tion, New York City, asking his opinion

there were growing 
objections to Dr. 
Mensor besides his 
leaning to radical 
reforms. He found

ly unpopular and 
finally in the blunt

0/ K. A. M.. “in 
November, 1 8 5 8, 
he was paid for 
nine months' salary

traveling expenses, 
and this German- 
Irish gentleman, 
with his high-priest 
cap, his Hibernian 
wife and his plagi- 
a ri zed stock of scr- 
mens, was sent back

visable to establish a reform congrega- 
tion in Chicago, what prayer-book should 
be used, what ways were to be pursued 
for the furtherance of reform aims by a 
mixed congregation, and what ways were

gregation. Dr. Adler replied at length

CONSTITUTION

מערב אנשי קהלת
ABnctÆ n.

uln*d' ABHCLsm.

December 21. The

Chicago were so 
encouraged by Dr. 
Adler’s reply that 
they issued on De- 
cember 28, in the 
name of the Chica- 
go Reformverein, 
a call in which they

reform in Chicago 
to unite to form a

The call was as fol-





REFORM AND RELIEF
intended to make their position so clear 
that no doubt would be left as to what 
their intentions and objectives were. On 
March 13, 1859, the committee submitted

the following resolutions were adopted at

This report was virtually accepted in

id the like.

time being, and the committee was in- 
strutted “to prepare other points for con- 
sidération at the next meeting.” Appar- 
cntly, the members of the Reformverein 

The work preliminary to the definite 
establishment of a congregation was now 
completed. Almost a year had been
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spent in formulating its views, a proced-
gregation. Dr. Einhorn followed the 
earnest little Chicago group’s délibéra- 
tions with the greatest interest, later ob- 
serving in Sinai, his publication, “We

Kore Hamid bar (A Voice Calling in the 
Wilderness). Its sub-title as well as 
the text was in German, as follows: 
Über Jüdische Reform. Ein ׳ Wort an

Reform.
congregation in America which at the A Word to its Friends by B. Felsen- 
very beginning had such clear conception thal, Secretary of the Jewish Reform So-
of its aims.’׳ ciety of Chicago). This little treatise

At length, on April 10, 1859, the mem- of thirty pages, filled with citations from 
bers of the Reformvercin announced, the Talmud and with its close and clear
“We are ready to form a reform congre- reasoning and daring spirit, attracted
gation upon the principles heretofore wide attention abroad as well as in this 
adopted by the Jewish Reform Society, country. It was praised and also attacked.
and to pay at least $12 a year to it, if It fixed the eyes of the Jewish world for

The following were then members of the to the local Jewish community a recogni-

Leopold Milter 
Moses Rubel
Moses Schieids

tion that it had never before attained.
The Felsenthal brochure was in truth 

a voice crying in the wilderness,

Jewish reform in Chicago, let us come 
together and build up a reform society I”) 
The large mass-meeting brought no 
immediate results in spite of the earn- 
est and able addresses of Bernhard Fei-

In the hope of securing the necessary vorable comment made thereon. Fear 
number, a mass meeting was held on probably dissuaded many from joining 
April 17 in a large public hall. The hall the new movement, fear that they would 
was crowded and all listened attentively be pointed at as disloyal to the ideas and 
to the addresses of Bernhard Felsenthal practices that had been inculcated in 
and Leopold Mayer. The proceedings them. Others clutched their purse- 
were carefully reported in the Illinois strings tightly; they turned out to hear 
Slants Zeitung of the following day, as addresses made on reform when there was 
well as in Dr. Einhorn’s Sinai. Prior to no cost attached thereto, but they balked 
this meeting a brochure prepared by the at helping to support a congregation, re- 
unwearying secretary of the Reform- form or even conservative. Personal rea- 

sons probably operated in other cases.
acquainting the community with the need Probably, too, some were not wanted, or 
of a reform congregation along the lines felt out of place among “Bavarians.” 
planned. This brochure is the earliest These and other considerations served 

cago Jewish community. It was pub- reform congregation most difficult, 
lished as well as written in Chicago, leav- Again with the object of arousing inter- 
ing the press of Charles Hess in March, est, another mass meeting was held Sep- 
1859. It carried the Hebrew title, Koi tomber 29,1859, on the afternoon of Rosh



Hashonah. Again the attendance was 
good and the sentiment favorable, but 
otherwise there were no other immediate

Members of the Reformverein how- 
ever continued to meet and agitate their 
ideas but it was a year before the tide be- 
gan to turn in their direction, and their 
efforts were crowned with the establish- 

Ramah Lodge and was successful in in- 
duencing its members to take the lead. 
The conditions that existed in Chicago 
when the first efforts were made to form 
a united and efficient relief body, are 
made clear in the following description 
given a year later by Henry Greene- 
baum:

KOL KORE BAMMIDBAR.

il<tw □üdisclx Reform.

s. rclscntbal.

abiraao, 1859,

ment of Sinai Congregation. Before the 
steps in the final foundation of Sinai are 
traced, attention should be given to a 
great achievement of the year 1859 
which, unlike the reform efforts, met with 
an immediate and united response in the

of the United Hebrew Relief Associa- 
tion, the first central Jewish relief organi- 

activities in Chicago appears to have 
originated with Henry Greenebaum who 
brought the matter to the attention of

Henry Greenebaum not only pointed 
out the need but showed the members of 
Ramah Lodge the way to meet it. He 
suggested that a committee of the Lodge 
be appointed to get in touch with all Jew- 
ish organizations in Chicago with the ob-

be called as soon as possible, each organi- 
zation to be represented at the convention 
on the basis of one delegate for each ten 
of its members. This was done and the 
work of the committee was soon crowned 
with success.

of K. A. M. Temple in the fall of 1859. 
Nine organizations were represented by 
thirty-seven delegates, as follows:

M. M. Gerstley, Abraham Kohn, God- 
frey Snydacker and J. Cook represented 
the Hebrew Relief Society, the relief 
body maintained by K. A. M.

Raphael Guthmann, Jacob Lieben- 
stein, Isaac Greensfelder, Abraham Hart, 
B. Schoeneman, Moses Schields, J. M.
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Hebrew Benevolent Society.
Henry Greenebaum, L. j, Unna, Jacob aside for “the final object of this Associa- 

Greenebaum, Sr., Bernhard Barbe, Her- don, to provide for a hospital in which 
man Felsenthal, Julius Hamburger, J. L. Poor co-religionists shall be attended to 
Gatzert and B. Brunneman attended for when sick, and for an asylum to receive
Ramah Lodge.

Edward S. Salomon, J. Beiersdorf, M. 
Morris and B. Engel were sent by the 
Young Men’s Fraternity, an organization 
formed shortly before by Edward S. Sal- 
omon and others.

A. Alexander, A. Barnett, A. Herzog 
and S. Levy were the delegates of Relief 
Society No. 2, the relief body of B’nai

Mrs. J. Hyman, Mrs. Jacob Greene- 
bäum, Mrs. R. Foreman and Mrs. Joseph 
Liebenstein were chosen by the Ladies’ 
Benevolent Society, the first Jewish 
women’s organization in Chicago, which 
had been in existence for a number of

Mrs. A. Rubel, Miss E. Stiefel and 
Miss F. Salomon were seated as the dele- 
gates of the Young Ladies’ Benevolent

In addition to these, the presidents of 
the two congregations were present: Ben- 
edict Schlossman, elected president of 
K. A. M. to succeed Elias Greenebaum in 
1859, just prior, to the convention, and 
Jonas Moore, president of B’nai Sholom.

Beginning with the opening session the

bearing out the words later spoken by 
Henry Greenebaum, “Whatever division 
of sentiment there may be among us, with 
reference to politics or other matters, on 
this subject we all agree, for charity is 

an executive board chosen, and the 
United Hebrew Relief Association was 
born under the most harmonious condi- 
tions that have attended the creation of 
any Jewish body in Chicago. Two funds 
were provided for in the constitution, a 
Relief Fund and a Reserve Fund. The 

diatc cases and the Reserve Fund was set

Jewish widows and orphans without 
means.” To the Relief Fund went mini- 
mum membership revenue (the mini- 
mum membership was fixed at fifty cents 
a year), while all communal contribu- 
tions after deducting the minimum for

both funds. All individual donations

GODFREY SNYDACKER wu bom in Enger, Wer'pba-

addition to money contributions, dona- 
tions of clothing, provisions and fuel were 
invited and the donors of such informed 
that such contributions would be “thank- 
fully received.”

ecutive board of seven but the first Exec- 
utive Board which held its first meeting 
November 20th, 1859, and continued to 
meet weekly thereafter until the follow- 
ing spring, and then every two weeks, was 
composed־ of six officers, as follows: 
Henry Greenebaum, president; Godfrey



Snydacker, vice-president; Isaac Greens- 
felder, treasurer; Jacob Liebenstein and

exander, financial secretary.
The work of the United Hebrew Re-

name to a “To Whom It May Concern" 
letter, dated December 6, 1859, and read- 
ing in part as follows: “It is with pleas- 

zation and cheerfully recommend them 

may officially negotiate for the purchase 
of fuel, provisions, etc.; and I further 
recommend them to the liberality of our

The Mayor’s letter was followed by an 
offer of help from Dr. Ralph N. Isham, 
professor of Surgical Anatomy in Lind 
University, who wrote the officers of the

ccmber 19, 1859:

This generous offer was thankfully ac- 
cepted and Dr. Isham proved to be a real

Towards the end of the year, the or- 
ganizations affiliated with the U. H. R. 
A. were made an even ten in number 
when the Clay Literary Society, founded 
by Henry N. Hart and others for the pur­

speaking and debating ability among the 
Jewish youth of Chicago, joined the cen- 
tral body December 28, 1859, sending as 
its delegates Louis Reitler, Morris Barbe 
and Aaron Schloss.

The first year’s activities of the United 
Hebrew Relief Association are carefully 
and interestingly presented in the first an- 
nual report of the Executive Board, sub- 
mitted October 4, 1860. From this we 
learn that the Association came through 

felder, the first treasurer, had generouslyu
advanced $20 out of his own pocket to 

year 1859-60. That the operations were 
not stupendous is seen by the fact that 
$492 was expended during the first year 
for relief. The money raised for the Re-
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lief Fund totaled $472, of which the ten 
component societies contributed $238, and 
committees collected $139 more. The sum 
of $89.75 was raised by benefits, lectures, 
etc., and $5 was returned by a relieved 
person. The largest sum raised during 

of the women’s societies who united in

yielded the handsome total of $550 that 
formed the bulk of the Reserve Fund dur- 
ing the first year. The Reserve Fund to- 
taled $629 by October, I860, the compo- 
nent societies contributing $50.50, and 
committees collecting $28.50. As we look 
at the matter now, it required a good deal 
of courage to talk about a hospital and an 
asylum for widows as well as-for orphans 
with a little over $600 in hand but the

dition of the Reserve Fund.
It is interesting also to note the spirit 

in which the work of the United Hebrew 
Relief Association was first conducted. 
The First rlnnual Report begins with this

Succeeding reports open in the same 
devout spirit and in some Hebrew pass- 
ages are liberally and sometimes pro- 
fusely interspersed. It requires one who 
is learned in Hebrew to understand some 
of the earliest annual reports of the 

also for the light it throws on the manner 
in which relief was conducted first on an 
organized scale. The Report observes:

It is time to return to see how the for- 
tunes of Reform fared while Relief was 

doing, for those days, so well. The same 
man, Henry Greenebaum, who was the 
greatest single factor in uniting the com- 
munity in the United Hebrew Relief As- 
sociation and in placing that body on firm 
foundations during its first year of exist-

giving an impeius to the formation of

gation.
We have seen that the second mass- 

Sept. 29, 1859, the afternoon of Rosh 

results as was the first mass-meeting held 

the fact that the members of K. A. M.



who desired reform services held aloof 
ht be able to usher in a

Benedict Schlossman’s election as p 
dent of K. A. M. in 1859 was a vic 
for the reform party as well as th: 
Elias Greenebaum two years previc 
had been. Elias Greenebaum had 

leading part in the activities of the Re- 

at once to further the desires of the re- 
form members of K. A. M. He sue- 
ceeded in having attention paid to a well- 

tion, and in having the place, vacated by 

with pronounced reform ideas, Dr. Solo- 

had been an associate preacher of Dr. 
Holdheim in the Berlin Reform Society. 
Dr. Friedlander assumed his duties in 
March, 1860. Eliassof in his History of 
K. A. M. tells us, “He was a highly gifted 
and promising man of thirty-five years of 
age, who gained friends very fast.” He 
was soon looked upon as the man who 
would do what Dr. Mensor failed to do— 
bring about harmony in K. A. M. The 
third reform carried through by the en- 
ergetic and determined Benedict Schloss- 
man was the introduction of an organ and 

a trained choir in the services of K. A. M. 
This event took place May 28, 1860, when 
the organ was consecrated, with a well- 
known organist, Molter, in charge, and 
with Mrs. S. Alschuler impressing the 
congregation with her solo from Mi>1

was gaining the ascendancy in K. A. M. 
when an unforeseen happening changed 
the course of events. At the height of his 
popularity and influence, Dr. Friedlan-

of blood-poisoning, August 22, i860. His

and undid nearly all the work that had 
been accomplished. To some of the or- 
thodox group this sad event must have 
seemed as a veritable sign from heaven, 
warning against reform. It intensified 
the feeling that it was fruitless to try to 
reconcile the two elements in K. A. M., 

— ebaum’s sug- 
i med to rec- 
m a suitable

prayer-book, the committee, comprised of 
Henry Greenebaum, Levi Rosenfeld and 
Lazarus Silverman, unanimously re- 
ported that it was irreligious for the ma- 
jority to force upon the large minority a 
ritual that was repugnant to their views 

ommended that the members of the re- 
form party in K. A. M. resign and form
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a reform congregation among themselves, were these developments in the Chicago 
This suggestion was carried out, and Jewish community, they were fast being 
twenty-six of K. A. M.’s most substantial overshadowed by the great American na- 
members, led by Benedict Schlossman, tional struggle which was rapidly reach- 
withdrew after the fall holidays of 1860 ing a crisis and which more and more be- 
and joined the Reformvercin, thus assur- gan to claim the attention and demand the 
ing the establishment of a reform congre- sacrifice of all, that freedom might pre- 
gation along the lines worked out by vail in “the land of the free,” and the 
Bernhard Felsenthal. A committee of Union be preserved. Everything else 
the Reformverein at once began working after the election of Abraham Lincoln in

November, 1860, was subordinated to the
tion which it was decided to call the great issue that the South elected to have 
“Chicago Sinai Congregation,” to differ- settled by the sword. What part the Jews 
entiate it from and yet to mark its re- of Chicago took in the “irrepressible con- 
semblance to “the Baltimore Sinai,” with flict” and in the events that led up to it, 
the views of whose great leader, Dr. Ein- and what account they gave of themselves 
horn, the members of the Reformverein in that first test of their loyalty and devo-

tion, is narrated in detail in the next
Important, significant, and dramatic as chapter.



CHAPTER IV
Civil War Days, 1861-1865

Early Anti-Slavery Activities—Organizing the Republican Party in Chi- 
cago—Abraham Kohn’s Flag—Jewish Recruits—Sinai's First Temple 
—Chevra Kadpisha Ubikkur Cholim and the “Secesh Shul” — The 
Ladies' Sewing Society — J ewish Troops — Chancellorsville and 
Gettysburg—Return of the Jewish Company — Zion Congregation — 
B’nai Sholom’s Temple—Lincoln’s Funeral.

HE Jews of Chicago needed no 
appeals to make them appreci- 
ate the boon of Freedom. They 
had suffered from oppression

portance of perpetuating free institutions. 
Many of them had belonged to the Ger- 
man Revolutionists who during the year

throwing their oppressive rulers and

slaves had succeeded in reaching a “free 
soil” state. Accordingly, in the early 
’50s in Chicago, it was a common sight to 
behold a marshal struggling to get es- 
caped slaves away from crowds that 
insisted upon protecting them and pre-

Michael Greenebaum seems to have been

were crushed out. Those who were 
already settled in Chicago watched the

ing days of 1848 with the closest interest

Mayer Wise of Cincinnati tells us in his 
autobiography he felt, to return and add 
their strength to the forces fighting for 
human rights overseas.

It was natural therefore for the Jews 
of Chicago to feel from the very begin- 
ning the wrong of slavery and its menace 
to the life of the nation. In the first 
sharp phase of the struggle, sentiment in 
Chicago as throughout the North ex- 
pressed itself in firm opposition to the 
enforcement of the fugitive-slave law

States marshal of all slaves who had run 
away from their masters, even when such

pold Mayer wrote of the affair in the

June 9, 1895, as follows:

Apparently, therefore, Leopold Mayer 
was also at the meeting if he was not in 
the crowd that effected the rescue. Who 
else in the Jewish community took part 
in this and other affairs of a like nature is 
not known.

But the Abolitionists were not satisfied 
with merely stopping slave-owners from
recovering their “property.”׳.” They or- 

'1underground
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arating the Southern states from the 
Northern, to Canada, and made system- 
atic efforts to get as many slaves away 
however, only appealed to the extremists. 
It was said that Abraham Kohn and 
others were active in these _ “under-

were, but this cannot be said with author- 
ity.

When slavery became a political issue 
and the Republican party was born, we 
find several members of the Chicago Jew-

laying the foundations of that party in 
Chicago. Julius Rosenthal was elected 
the first secretary of the first Fremont 
Club in Chicago, his name with those 
of Adolph Loeb and Leopold Mayer ap-

to the first official call for a mass 
and Charles Kozminski was elected pres-

subsequently formed.
Although Douglas had several staunch 

Jewish friends in Chicago, among them

Joseph Schlossman, and others, Lincoln

Jews before his election to the presidency. 
The greatest of these was Abraham Kohn 
who was elected city clerk of Chicago 
in 1860 and while occupying this office 
sent the martyr President just before his 
departure from his home in Springfield 
for Washington, in February, 1861, a 
satin flag in the white folds of which 
were written in Kohn's own hand, in He- 
brew, verses 4-9 of the first chapter of 
Joshua. This flag was carried person- 
ally to Lincoln at his home in Springfield 
by John Y. Scammon, who brought back

the Emancipator for the thoughtfulness 

assuring message it bore. This incident 
was mentioned by Governor McKinley, 
later President of the United States, in a 
speech at Ottawa, Kansas, June 20, 1895,

ter, McKinley in reply to a letter 
>im by Mrs. Dankmar Adler, daugh-







ter of Abraham Kohn, thanking him for 
speaking in such a laudatory way of her 
father, wrote:

Even before Lincoln left Springfield 
for Washington, a movement started in 
Chicago to let the country know where 
Chicago stood in the approaching crisis 
that was becoming more tense each day.

these names we find Julius Rosenthal, Ed- 
ward Salomon, Leopold Mayer and 
Adolph Loeb. Chicago's position was de-

This spirit was unwaveringly asserted 
in Chicago throughout the war, and no- 
where more faithfully than in the Jewish 
community, as we shall soon see.

When the war-storm broke a month 
after Lincoln was inaugurated, and Illi- 
nois was asked to furnish six regiments, a 
recruiting office was opened in Chicago 
on April 18, at the corner of Clark and 
Randolph streets. The second man to 
offer his name and be accepted was Jo- 
seph B. Greenhut who was immediately

assigned to the 12th Illinois Infantry. 
Right on Greenhut's heels was Edward S. 
Salomon who was then aiderman of the 
Sixth Ward, having been elected the pre- 
vious Jail. He cast his lot with the 24th

Colonel Hecker, and popularly known 
as the "Hecker Jaegers." This regiment 
was the first full regiment of troops to 
leave Chicago for the front, June 18, 
1861. Salomon went as first lieutenant 
in Company H, known as the “Pioneer 
Corps." Marcus M. Spiegel, then living 
in Ohio, enlisted in the 68th Ohio Infan-
lieutenant, later becoming captain, then 
lieutenant colonel, and finally, for bra- 
very on the field of battle, he was named 
colonel of the 120th Ohio Regiment. He 
favored Chicago with his presence on 
Yom Kippur when he appeared in full 
regalia in the synagogue and was ac- 
corded the honors he richly deserved, 
being presented with a horse by his 
friends in Chicago. There was not a 

struggle than Colonel Spiegel, who later 
died from wounds received in battle.

The war put Chicago Jewry on its met- 
tic. Factional differences were laid aside 
and forgotten and all cooperated to make 
the Jewish record a notable one. K. A. 
M. soon recovered from the effects of the 
"secession” which caused it the loss of 
twenty-six of its most substantial mem-
Gcrstlcy took on new life, mainly be- 

rabbi of K. A. M. in the spring of 1861. 
At last K. A. M. had a rabbi of whom it 
and the community could be proud, a 
rabbi who was a tower of strength to the 
congregation and the community for

once not only for his high-mindedness 

ly patriotic endeavors. He preached 
many a memorable sermon against Slav-

tributed, and gave a striking proof of the
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sending his son, Dankmar Adler, a mere 
lad, to the front. Dr. Adler’s arrival in 
Chicago was most timely and seemingly 
providential.

The clement that had withdrawn from 
K. A. M. lost no time in adding their 
strength to that of the members of the 
Reformvercin and by April, 1861, the 
constitution of the new Chicago’s first re- 
form congregation was ratified and Sinai 
was launched with Benjamin Schoenc- 
man as the first president, and Bernhard 
Felsenthal as the first rabbi. The latter 
did not seek the office of spiritual head 
of Sinai and was prevailed upon to take 
it only after Dr. Einhorn, and Dr. S. Ad-

Salle was purchased and remodeled, and 
on June 21, 1861, it was dedicated by Dr. 
S. Adler as a Jewish house of worship, 
Chicago's first “temple.’’ Dr. Felsenthal 
remarks in his account of the beginnings 
of Sinai Congregation:

Christian church on the north side of 
Monroe Street between Clark and La Like Dr. Liebman Adler, Dr. Felsen* 



CIVIL WAR DAYS
thaï revealed the finest patriotic spirit 

cause powerfully. It was not long before 

do their share in the war and they did it 
handsomely as we shall soon see. First, 
however, let us take note of an incident 
in the community that took place in No- 
vember, 1861, among the so-called 
“Polish" Jews, and led to the formation
of the Chicago Jewish community record 
—“the Secesh Shut."

With “secession” uppermost in every 
one’s mind in 1861 and the following 
years, any disruptive movement was 
promptly called a “secesh” movement by 
the members of the older body. We have 
already seen that in 1856, there was or- 

burial and sick-relief society similar to 
the Hebrew Benevolent Society, which 
was called the Chevra Gemilath Chas- 
sodim Ubikkur Cholim. Personal dif- 
ferences arose among its members which 
resulted in a “split” in the fall of 1861

and in the incorporation, November 24, 
of that year, of the Chevra Kaddisha 
Ubikkur Cholim, similar in almost every 
way to the older organization, even in 
name. The founders of this new organi-

* July 6, 1S2S, at

, George Fox,

Casper Burgheim, S. D. Witkowsky, 
Joseph Plotke, Boas Cohn, and Solomon 
Levy, who were joined a week later by 
L. Abrams and Henry Abrams. The 
younger organization, unlike the older 
one, maintained religious services during 
the fall holidays, meeting in a hall on 
Wells Street between Randolph and 
Washington streets. The name, “Secesh 
Shut" was at once given to this body and 
it stuck. It is an interesting outgrowth of 
the psychology of Civil War times. This 
organization, without the religious fea- 
tures, is still in existence, being known 
since 1915, when the name was changed, 
as the Chicago Hebrew Benevolent So-

Another organization that was brought 
into existence at this time was the Ladies* 
Sewing Society, in the formation of 
which Mrs. Jacob Greenebaum, Jr., Mrs. 
Joseph Liebenstein, and other members 
of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society and the 
Young Ladies’ Benevolent Society took
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the leading part. The Ladies' Sewing 
Society was formed September 22, 1861, 

Primarily meant to provide clothing for 
the United Hebrew Relief Association of 
which it was a member, it rendered fine 
service during the Civil War in the way 

soldiers, that

Relief Association, although they had all 

provide for their distressed brethren, 
after a committee of ten had personally 
canvassed the community and by heroic 
effort succeeded in raising a little over 
$700, named another committee to raise 
the sum of $200 in aid of the wounded 
soldiers of This
sum was raised and forwarded to the Chi- 
cago Sanitary Committee whose presi- 
dent, Mark Skinner, in a letter thanked 
the Jews of Chicago for their tim.-K help. 
But this was only a beginning. 

ish organizations in Chicago during the 
Civil War, patriotic fervor was at its 
highest in the Concordia Club, formed 
early in 1862, of which Henry Greene- 
baum was president. Through its efforts 
and in its hall on Dearborn Street, near 

in August, 1862, which won the highest

President Lincoln was at that time call- 
ing for new troops, and Colonel Hecker, 
owing to friction that developed in the

and was organizing a new “Hecker regi- 
ment,” the 82nd Illinois, with Edward S. 
Salomon, then a major, as . lieutenant

ting out a Jewish company of the new 
regiment. The company was to consist

was to be given a bonus of $100 for join- 
ing the company. Thus, the sum of 
$10,000 was needed, and the Jews of
Chi ago started out to raise it.

mass meeting was called for Wed- 
!y night, August 13, 1862, at Concor- 
lall. The place was crowded and 
■ were turned away. M. M. Gerst- 
resided and opened the meeting. At 
aggestion of Henry Grecnebaum, a

>ns expressing the sentiment of the 
ng. The committee consisted of

Henry Greenebaum, Benjamin Schoene- 
man, M. Selz, Godfrey Snydacker and 
Samuel Cole. The feelings of all who 
were present were brought to an enthu- 
siastic pitch by speeches by Major Salo- 
mon (who with Henry Greenebaum typi- 
fied the war spirit of Chicago Jewry), 
Leopold Mayer, Abraham Kohn and 
Lyon Silverman of Port Washington. All 
urged the utmost efforts by the Jews of 
Chicago for the Union cause. Then the 
committee on resolutions reported the 
following:
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Reiolved, That we shall raise the sum 01 $10,000

Subscription lists were then opened and 
in ten minutes the sum of $6,200 was 
raised, establishing a record. The Trib- 
une carried a half-column story of the 
meeting in the next morning's issue, with 
the caption : “The Israelites Aroused 
— Enthusiastic War Meeting— Strong Resolutions and Splendid Liberality.” Its own comment, at the 
conclusion of the article, was: “The 
Israelites have taken hold of this matter 
with a determination to succeed. All 
honor to them for their patriotic efforts 
and munificent liberality. It cannot be 
surpassed.”

A recruiting office was opened on 
Thursday morning following the meeting 
at the Concordia Club and almost half 
the quota was filled the first day. These 
recruits, forty-two in number, headed by 
Captain Jacob La Salle and a band, 
marched into Concordia Hall Thursday 
night when the second war meeting was 
in progress. With the sum of $7,568 in

hand, it was decided to hold the third 
and final meeting Friday night in an 
effort to reach the goal. This third meet- 
ing was the most enthusiastic of all. It 
was addressed by Lieutenant Governor 
Francis A. Hoffman. It adjourned with 
$11,000 subscribed and with ninety-six 
names on the muster roll of the company, 

cordia Guards. A beautiful Hag was 
unfurled which cost the sum of $152, 
raised by the women who with their own 
hands inscribed on it the words, “82nd 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers.” This 
was the flag of the regiment, and the Jew- 
ish company proudly carried it during 
the war. After the final meeting, a pro-

followed by'Captain La Salle and the 
company that had been raised, and the 
women who carried the flag. After sa- 
luting the various newspaper offices, the 
procession dispersed.

gust 16, the Tribune paid the following 
tribute to the Jews of Chicago:

Saturday morning published the names 
of the contributors, who, with the excep- 
tion of a few smaller givers, are listed 
on next page.

After the rousing meeting of Friday



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
night when the great success attained in 
record-breaking time was celebrated with 
a parade, two interesting ceremonies were
Captain La Salle was presented with "an

other on the following Monday night 

in the city, where the most notable civic 

for a public reception tendered Colonel 
Hecker, and the flag of his regiment was 

Contributors to Fund for Equipping Jewish Company in Civil War
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formally presented to and graciously re- 
ceived by him and in turn entrusted to the 
color guard of the 82nd, the Concordia 
Guards. The latter in their uniforms 
made a thrilling sight on the platform 
where they occupied the place of honor 
behind Colonel Hecker, Lieutenant Col- 
onel Salomon and Captain La Salle. At 
this meeting, M. M. Gerstley who pre- 
sided, called attention to the fact that the 
sum of $11,000 that had been raised, 
the greatest amount raised in Chicago by 
any one single group and in any single

effort, and

enrolled am 
of a commu 
bering only 
is not sayin 
first great p 
of Chicago, 
ment of the

An interesting incident following the 
formal presentation of the flag to Colonel 
Hecker, which was made in a neat speech 
by Mrs. Mary Leopold, was the handing 
of the flag to Capt. La Salle by Mrs. 
Charles Degenhardt in the name of her 
two boys who were too young to enter the 
service. Mrs. Degenhardt was in mourn- 
ing for her eldest son, a drummer in 

Colonel Turchin’s famous Zouave Regi- 
ment, who had been killed the year be- 
fore. Thus was symbolized the perfect 
service of the Jews of Chicago to the na- 
tion—in money, men, and life.

On the preceding page is given a par- 
tial list of the men of the Jewish com- 

the 82nd Regiment, as contained in 
Simon Wolf’s The American Jew as Pa- 
trial, Saldier, and Citizen.

Joseph B. Greenhut, the first Jew in 
Chicago to answer President Lincoln’s 
call for troops and the second Chicagoan 
on the enrollment list, went out with the

paigns under General Grant in Kentucky 
and Tennessee until at the battle of Fort 
Donclson, in February, 1862, he was se- 
verely wounded in the right arm. He 

Illinois where he was commissioned as 
captain of Co. K in October, 1862.

Dankmar Adler, son of Dr. Liebman 
Adler, enlisted also in August, 1862, 
when the Jewish youth of Chicago an-
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swered the call in such great numbers, but 
he was attached to the artillery, serving 
in Battery M, First Illinois Artillery un* 
til six months before the close of the war 
when he was with the topographical de- 
partmcnt of the Engineer Corps of the 
Military Division of the Tennessee. He 
had just reached his eighteenth birthday 
when he enlisted. He was wounded at 
Chickamauga.

The movements of the 82nd Illinois 
were followed with especial concern 
and solicitude by the Jews of Chicago.

1er, near Springfield, a delegation headed 
by Henry Greenebaum. the tireless “Lit- 

brances dear to the hearts of soldiers from

through the war, a committee kept in 
touch with the boys and their families. 
The record made by the 82nd was one 
of the best of all Illinois Regiments. 
What this record was may be seen from

Andreas in his History of Chicago (Vol. 
II, pages 233-35) :

On November 3, 1862, the 82nd left Camp But-

Chicago Jews in the Civil Vi׳AR 
ev C

Mmu'Molt “

Jotapn Wti», Co. H * *
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G. M. Nathan, Co. B



able. Wago

with the IS7th" New York. About five o’clock, the

Colonel Salomon recovered in time to 
take part in the decisive Gettysburg cam-

with great courage and distinction. In 

days, July 1, 2 and 3,1863, Andreas says, 
“Colonel Salomon with the 82nd, made a 
charge upon the pits in his front, driving 
the Confederates back with the loss of 
more prisoners than the number of his 
command. During the three days* fight- 
under him while leading his regiment,

Generals Howard and Schurz, for its

gle. Its losses were one hundred and 
thirty-one killed, wounded and missing.”

Captain Greenhut and Lieutenant 
Mayer A. Frank, who succeeded Captain 
La Salle when the latter left the service 
in May, 1863, also distinguished them- 
selves at Gettysburg. Both were also at 
Chancellorsville. According to Simon 
Wolf, “Captain Frank's deeds entitle him 
to a place among the bravest captains in 
the service of the United States." He, 
too, had several horses shot from under 
him in the first day's fighting at 
Gettysburg.

Captain Greenhut's services at Gettys- 
later, he was appointed by Governor 
Fifer head of the commission named to 
erect a monument on the Gettysburg bat- 
tie-field in honor of the soldiers of Illi- 
nois who took part in the battle. The 
dedication took place September 3, 1891, 
when Captain Greenhut delivered the 
dedicatory address which was printed in 
full in the Chicago Tribune of the fol- 
lowing day. In this address, Captain
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battle of Gettysburg, as follows:

hd struggle against ,great odds, and as our regi- 

of us can, however, vividly recollect the hair-breadth



The terrible eha ן

ble battle. The ch

out 01 1.700 men in that brigade less ah^SOO^r^

After Gettysburg, Lieutenant Colonel 
Salomon continued to command the regi-

ment and served as provost marshal gen- 
eral on General Howard’s staff. He 
became a full colonel when Colonel 
Hecker after his recovery was placed, in 
October, 1863, in charge of the Third

the 82nd was assigned. When Hecker
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the 82nd with Colonel Salomon in charge 
was assigned to the Third Brigade (com- 
manded by Colonel Robinson) of the 
First Division of the Twentieth Corps, 
where it again distinguished itself. For 
a time Colonel Salomon commanded a 
brigade and at the close of the war he 
was appointed brevet brigadier general 
“for distinguished gallantry and meri- 
torious services.”

And thus distinguished, General Salo- 

breaking into delirious excitement when 
the troops marched from the train to 
Turner Hall on Clark Street where 
Colonel Hecker, William Rapp of the 
Staub Zeitung, and others, officially wel- 
corned General Salomon and his troops 
and the latter “replied for the regiment 
in a neat speech." In its comment on the

Tribune, of Saturday morning, June 17, 
said the reception tendered General Salo-

left of his brave boys of the 82nd, hailed 

lorsville," back to Chicago where they 
received a royal welcome. Of the 900 
that had proudly marched out of Chicago 
four years before, only 310 returned. 
What was left of Company C still carried 
the regimental flag, the gift of the Jewish 
women of Chicago. The flag was now 
tattered and torn but sanctified and elo- 
quent of Jewish devotion and sacrifice as 
well as of unstinted sacrifice and devotion 
by other brave and loyal hearts. The 
regiment reached Chicago Friday night, 
June 16, 1865, at 11 o’clock. A commit- 
tee of one hundred had been named to 
receive it and a great outpouring waited 

mon and his boys was “a welcome recog- 
nition of the services rendered by the 
brave boys of this regiment, prominent 
among whom was the gallant Israelitish 
company raised in this city within one 
week on the call of the President for more 
men." Chicago had not forgotten its 
“Israelitish company” or the heroic 
efforts put forth by the Jews of Chicago 
in 1862 when it was recruited.

The following Monday morning, the 
regiment was given a formal welcome by 
the city, first at Union Hall where the 
Sanitary Fair was in progress, and later 
at Bryan Hall where Judge Bradwell 
spoke. At both of these receptions Henry 
Greenebaum was a prominent figure. 
After the Bryan Hall reception, the regi- 
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ment marched to the Tremont House, the 
leading hotel in Chicago at the time, 
where it was addressed by “Long John” 
Wentworth, Mayor of Chicago at the 
outbreak of the war. With his character- 
istic directness of speech, “Long John” 
said, among other things:

Springfield where it was mustered

and its heroes returned to Chicago to take 
up their private affairs where they had

go to the front. Henry Greenebaum's

members of the regiment who made him 
an honorary member of the 82nd Illinois 
Veterans’ Association and presented him 
with an army badge of gold, set with dia- 
monds.

That Chicago had not forgotten Gen-

during the fall of 1865 when he was 

elected on the Republican ticket to fill 
the office of County Clerk. He soon be- 
gan to rise as rapidly in the political 
world as he had in military life, a few 
years later being named governor of 
Washington Territory by President 
Grant, when he left Chicago and except 
for a brief visit later, remained on the 
Pacific Coast.

Before closing this chapter, which 

year 1865, let us go back a little and con- 
sider several important happenings in the 
community during the years 1863-65 
which have not thus far been touched 
upon. These are the dedication of 
Sinai’s second temple in 1863 ; the organi- 
zation of Zion Congregation and the 
dedication of B’nai Sholom’s first temple 
in 1864; and the participation of the 
Jews of Chicago in the funeral of Abra- 
ham Lincoln, in April, •1865. :

Sinai Congregation did not remain 
long in its first house of worship on Mon- 
roe Street. Less than two years after its 

negotiated for a piece of property at the
Court) and Van Buren Street for which 
the sum of $7,000 was paid. On this site 
a modest temple was dedicated in the 
spring of 1863. Dr. Maurice Meyer of 
New York was invited to conduct the 
dedication ceremonies which were 
marked for the first time in Chicago by 
the removal of hats by the men worship-

this hats were worn at Sinai as in all other

A. M. maintaining this immemorial Jew- 
ish custom until 1891. Another interest- 
ing feature of the dedication ceremonies

held at Sinai
Temple for a number of years after was 
the appearance in the choir of Simon 
Florsheim, elected president of Sinai a 
year later when he was only twenty-seven 
years of age. Florsheim had a fine bass 
voice and was a member of a quartet that 
called into being Chicago’s first singing 
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organized Sinai's choir from the begin- 
ning, singing in it and leading it for fif- 
teen years. Sinai’s temple on Van Buren 
Street was occupied until the fire of 1871, 
when it was destroyed.

Dr. Felsenthal continued to give 
weight and dignity and influence to 
Sinai’s pulpit on Van Buren Street as he 

had done in the Monroe Street temple. 
After he had served the congregation for

good behavior, instead of a year at a time. 
He made known his wishes to. the con- 
gregation but the members were unwill- 
ing to elect him for a longer period. 
When, in May, 1864, a committee called 
on him to inform him of his reelection 
for the following year at a substantial 
increase in salary, Dr. Felsenthal refused 
to accept the office for one year only. An 
effort was then made to reconsider the 
action taken by the congregation but this 
failed and Dr. Felsenthal retired from 
the office he had filled since Sinai was 
founded, preaching his farewell sermon 
June 17, 1864.

Dissatisfied with the way Dr. Felsen- 
thaï was treated, a number of his friends, 
all members of Sinai, led by Henry 
Greenebaum, got together and in a very 
short time organized a new reform 
congregation to be conducted in every 
way as Sinai was, with Dr. Felsenthal as 

fcctcd during the summer of 1864 when 
the first officers were elected as follows: 
Henry Greenebaum, president; David 
Simon, vice-president; Joseph Haas, 
treasurer; and Moses Rubel, secretary.
September 30, 1864, in a Baptist church 
on the West Side where the congrega- 
tion continued to worship until it ac- 
quired a house of worship of its own on 
Desplaines Street, between Madison 
Street and Washington Boulevard. Thus, 
the first congregation established on the 

Side and that always remained on 
lest Side was fittingly named Zion, 
igh it adhered to radical reform as 
did. Sinai felt the loss of the mem- 
who withdrew from it to form a 
congregation, but went its way for

.iebman Adler graciously preached 
members on Yom Kippur, 1864, a 
ction showing clearly that K. A. M. 

harbored no ill-feeling against the con- 
gregation that had taken away much of

After the holidays in 1864, individual 
members took turns in reading the ser- 
vices, with excellent results, giving point

laration of Sinai's constitution that the

any duly qualified member of the con- 
gregation. Among those who thus ofti- 
ciated were Leopold Mayer, Godfrey 
Snydacker, Benjamin Schoeneman, and 
Elias Greenebaum. It would have been 
a most interesting experiment in congre- 
gational democracy had this practice been 
continued longer than it was. It lasted 
until 1865 when Benjamin Schoeneman, 
who took a trip to Europe that year, was 
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binical timber he could find, his choice 
finally falling upon Dr. Chronic of Koen- 
igsberg after he had consulted the noted 
Dr. Abraham Geiger. Sinai ratified its 
president's choice and elected Dr. Chron-

$3,000 a year.

since its organiza- 
tion in 1852. Under 

dents, Solomon 
Harris, David Wit- 
kowsky, Caspar 
Summerfield, Jonas

Henoch, all men of 
great force of char- 
acter and in sub- 
stantial financial 
circumstances and 

ways, the congre- 
gation grew in

means, and in 1864 

its first synagogue 
on Harrison Street 
near Fourth Ave- 
nue. It was erected 
at a cost of $20,000 
and was the finest 
Jewish house of 
worship in Chicago 
at the time and for 
some years after.

out a rabbi, the members of B’nai Sholom 
wcrestrictlyorthodoxin theirways. Their 
spirit was progressive and cooperative,

community called. They had a relief so- 
iary, before the United Hebrew Relief 
Association  was formed, but after the for- 
mation of the latter they were among the 
first to become affiliated and to do their 
share. As early as 1859, the women of 

the congregation, besides their relief

the B’nai Sholom Ladies’ Social Society, 
organizations. Among the subscriptions 
to the war fund of $11,000 raised in Au- 
gust, 1862, the names of B’nai Sholom’s 
members were plentiful with generous 
sums set opposite them. Shortly after its 

handsome first syn-

cated in 1864, it en- 
tered upon an in-

the community,

it called Rabbi A. 
J. Messing to its 
pulpit.

Just as the Jews 
of Chicago were 
united by one feel-

they closed up their 

efforts to help win 
the war, so, three 
years later, they 
shared a common

of 1865 when the 
body of Abraham

brought to Chicago

Springfield, here as

Washington, to receive the last respects of 
a bereaved nation. Among the organiza- 
tions waiting at the depot to receive the 
remains and escort them to the court- 
house were, the Ramah Lodge, the He- 
brew Benevolent Society, and the Chevra 
Kaddisha Ubikkur Cholim, whose mem- 
bers were given a place in the procession 
that traced its sorrowful way west on 
Lake Street to La Salle and thence to 
the court house square. Many still living 
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recall the incidents vividly, although 
some were mere youngsters who accom- 
panied their parents to view the remains 
and to pay, in common with the rest of 
Chicago, their last respects to the mar-

Several Jewish places of business along 
the line of march had unusually im- 
pressive funeral drapings, casting busi- 
ness aside to pay proper tribute to the 
great Emancipator whose tragic death

loss. Chicago bowed and prayed and 

the occasion, words and sentiments that

in distant times and lands. Chicago Jew- 
ry breathed a silent Kaddish, sensing the 
kinship of the immortal spirit of Lincoln 
with the noblest and the holiest in its own 
faith, and yearned to be worthy of being 
called fellow-citizens with Lincoln.

left no doubt in the minds of the Jews of

to be, Americans!



CHAPTER V
From the End of the Civil War to the Great Fire, 1866-1870

The First Hospital—Chicago Jews and the Cleveland Orphan Asylum — 
The I. O. B. B. in Chicago—Dr. Chronic’s Influence on Sinai Temple 
—First Jewish Publication—North Chicago Hebrew Congregation— 
First Russ-Polish Jews; B'nai Jacob and Beth Hamedrash Hagodol 
Minyonim; Ohave Emuno—The Standard Club—B’nai Abraham Con- 
GREGATION—The COMMUNITY IN 1870.

Concordia Hall in August. 
1862, had demonstrated be- 
yond a shadow of doubt that 

the Jews of Chicago, though compara- 
tively few in number, w־erc able to do 
great things provided they united their 
efforts. The lesson was not forgotten, and 
four years later we find the community 

as these were, in inspiring response to a 
call to establish the first hospital con- 
ducted under Jewish auspices in Chicago.

The United Hebrew Relief Associa- 
tion, as we have already seen, declared in 
its constitution, when it was established, 
in 18S9, that “the final object” of the As- 
sociation was to provide a hospital, and 
an asylum for widows and orphans. For 
this purpose a reserve fund was imme- 
diately set aside and efforts were made to 
increase this fund and speed the day 
when the hospital and the widows’ and 
orphans' home should be made a reality. 
In spite of the fact that the Association 
had all it could do in its first years of

immediate relief, a task made more diffi- 
cult as■ the war continued, the necessity 
of the hospital was pointed out in every 
annual report of the Association, and ap- 
peals were made to take steps as soon as 
possible with that object in view.

Before anything had been done, an ef- 
fort manifested itself outside the Relief 
Association to get support in Chicago for 
a “general orphan asylum” to be cstab- 
lished outside of Chicago, to which the 
orphans from Chicago should be sent. 
Feeling that such effort would hurt the 
hospital, the U. H. R. A. not only op- 
posed this “foreign movement,” but, con-
calling for the establishment of a widows' 
and orphans’ asylum, presented an “Ad- 
dress to the Public” in 1863, directed 
against orphan asylums and contending 
that “the only beneficial asylum for an

family.” Acting on this principle, when 
the first orphan case came up shortly 
after, the child was placed with a private 
family in Chicago, being cared for in the 
home of Isaac Lucky. The orphan’s 
mother had required treatment at a hos- 
pital, and such treatment was provided, 
but the incident intensified the desire to 
have a Jewish hospital as soon as possible, 
where such cases could be attended to.

was taken on March 22, 1864, at a ban- 
quet and ball, at which a committee, of 
which J. L. Gatzcrt was secretary, raised 
almost $1,600, in spite of the fact that the 
times then resembled our own recent war
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R. A., mention is made of the fact that

Fund, then by the Draft Committee, then 
by the Sanitary Committee, and so on.

But none of these causes failed to win 
response.

possible to get a site donated by the city 

what could be done in this respect, but it 
veloped and the Relief heads and the 

tion of a refusal. Accordingly, on April 
23, 1865, at the semi-annual meeting of 
the Relief Association, a committee was 

pital. The site selected was on La Salle 
Street between Schiller and Goethe 
streets, 130 feet front and 170 feet deep, 
which was purchased at a cost of $7,000 
by one of the directors, in trust for the
chartered. The transfer in ownership 

by the Association. Developments fol- 

Committee, headed by Benjamin Schoe- 

line plans for raising funds for the hos- 
pital. This committee recommended the 
issuing of a printed appeal to be dis- 
tributed throughout the community, fol- 
lowed by the calling of a mass-meeting at 
Concordia Hall, where the great war 

meetings had been so enthusiastically 
held. This was done and on Monday 
night, October 22, 1866, the first mass* 
meeting for the hospital was held. The

hall during the war were surpassed. The 
goal set was $15,000; before the gather- 
ing adjourned, close to $10,000 was

The meeting was opened by Benjamin 
Schoeneman, chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, who turned over the 
chair to M. M. Gcrstley. Thirteen vice- 
presidents graced the occasion, as fol- 
lows: M. A. Meyer, Moses Reinman, 
Sigmund Heyman, Jacob Rosenberg, 
Emanuel Frankenthal, Henry Greene- 
baum, David Witowski, Isaac Greene- 
baum, J. H. Henoch, Jonas Moore, Cap- 
tain Jacob Greenhut, B. Schlesinger, and 
L. Barnet. Five secretaries completed the

list of dignitaries of the occasion : Julius 
Rosenthal, J. L. Gatzert, John Salomon, 
Leopold Mayer, and Samuel Straus. 
Speeches were made by Dr. Liebman Ad- 
1er of K. A. M. and Dr. I. Chronic, who 
had recently come to Chicago to take 
charge of Sinai’s pulpit, and also by Dr. 
R. N. Isham, Dr. Ernst Schmidt, and



FROM THE CIVIL WAR TO THE GREAT FIRE
tunely disturbed the happy proceedings, 

lowing Wednesday night when Henry 
Greenebaum made a speech which re- 
vealed the depth of his Jewish feelings 
and his tremendous faith in Chicago’s 
Jews. The Tribune's account of the 
meeting in its issue of Thursday morning, 
October 25, gives a condensed summary

porting the meeting in its issue of the fol- 
lowing morning, October 23, “An alarm 
of fire during the meeting took off quite 
a number who would have increased the 
subscription list by at least $1,000.”

The fire alarm having most inoppor-



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
who had not yet subscribed and no one 
was overlooked. Support also came from

This speech was in his best style and it outside. The Germania Maennerchor, 
was prophetic. Another outpouring of composed largely of non-Jews, gave a 
contributions followed and before the concert for the Jewish hospital and'turned
meeting closed, the following additional 
subscriptions were announced:

in $+00 as a result of its efforts. The 
Young Ladies' Benevolent Association

25 and $10 lor two
Mei■ Itiidand . . 25 years
M׳.״, Heers .... 25 Ignare. Kunreuther.
VI״ Henriette Jacob 1.״ben-re׳״

A. Livingston ....
Mrs. E. Brunswick Mandel Bros......

and $25 lor three W. Marks........
years Robert Manheim .

M. Clayburgh ... Inui Mannheimer.
M. Einstein & Co.. Leopold Mayer ...'וי Louis Meyer......
Jacob Felsenthal... Theodore Mendel-
Simon Florsheim .. 125 |.--e Michael . . .
S. Flörsheim..... 50 |onas Moore.....
J 1, Gansert .... M. and Leopold
P Grldstrin ..... 100 Neuhauwr .....
1 n Goodman... 25 H. Oppenheimer ■

and $25 for two Louis Placlzer ...
years I W Reis .....

Ph. Goldstein .... 25 Ulrich Rohrbach..
Louts Goodkmd .. 100 Jaeob Rosenberg ..
R. Gulhman...... 351 Rudolph Rosenthal.
Mt A 111' 2C 1 Morns Rosenheim.
Sigmim Harman .. r1״ L. Rosenthal .....
Mrs. S. Harris.... 25 1 Unthsohild !,nd

F Henoeh 1 L. Schoenleld ....s II.״!. 1 J. A. Schwartz ..
J. 11. Ifenodl .... Mr.rrir Selz

and $25 for four H. Steiner........
years Cohn. Wampold

Mrs. E. Jacobs ... St Co...........
B. JVeipelbaum...

Julius Jackson .... 1״ let IV r 1׳’..piuni.
A 1. K.llui'.kr 2( Moritz Weinberg.
bimon Klein..... 5<I Chas. Wndel.....

S 25 gavc a ball for the hospital fund and
raised $200, and even the children con- 
tributed, two hundred of them paying ten 
cents each to witness a play given under

25 the direction of Jeanne A. C. calk and 
100 Pauline E. Holland for the benefit of the 
25 hospital. The total amount raised was 
50 $17,635, in addition to almost $4,000 
10 raised for the U. H. R. A. that year.

On March 24, 1867, a building com- 
mittce was named consisting of Isaac 

100 Greensfeldcr, chairman; Godfrey Sny- 
25 dacker, secretary; Jacob Greenebaum, 

*00 Jr., Jonas Moore, Leopold Miller, Levi 
Rosenfeld, and Lazarus Silverman. The 

?? committee was instructed to have plans 
2? prepared for a building not to exceed 
25 $18,000 in cost. The leading architects 

!00 of Chicago furnished sketches free of 
10 charge, as follows: Dankmar Adler, Au- 

100 gustus Bauer, Frederick Baumann. Wil- 
225 Ham H. Carter, and G.P.Randall. When 
50 these plans were submitted, they were

passed upon by a committee of leading 
physicians consisting of Drs. Schmidt, 
Isham, Seiffert and Mannheimer. This

!00 committee recommended the plans drawn

100 the 'contract, his compensation being

 Monday, September 2, 1867, was set ״5°
2? for the cornerstone laying and arrange- 
-- ments were made for a most impressive

ceremony. The leadingjewishorganiza- 
tions met that morning at half-past nine

At the conclusion of the meeting, a at their respective meeting halls, and 
committee of six was named to canvass marched to the corner of Wabash Ave- 
the city for additional contributions. This nue and Washington Street where the 
committee, consisting of Jacob Rosen- procession started at ten o'clock, travers- 
berg, Moses Reinman, Henry N. Hart, ing the most important down-town streets, 
L. Wampold, L. H. Henoch, and Julius and finally turning north, to the site of the 
Cohn, lost no time in approaching all hospital between Schiller and Goethe







streets. The parade was composed as 
follows:

Chief Marshal, General E. S. Salomon

Ramah Lodge No. 33,1. O. B. B.
Hillel lodge Na 72U^B.^B.

Relief Society No. '1
Relief Society No. 2

Godfrey Snydacker delivered a digni- 
fied and earnest speech in German, which 
went straight to the hearts of his hearers. 
He touched on the differences between 
the various Jewish groups and made a

in these words :

The Executive Board of the U. H. R. A.

The procession in its course traversed 
the sections then most inhabited by the 
Jewish population in Chicago on Van 
Buren, Clark, Lake, and Wells streets, and 
it received a hearty greeting' as it passed. 
Those who saw the parade passed along 
with it on the sidewalks and an enormous 
crowd was in attendance at the scene of 
the cornerstone laying. The manner in 
which the Jews of Chicago of all groups 

tioned by both of the principal speakers 
of the day, Godfrey Snydacker and 
Henry Greenebaum.

The Honorable J. B. Rice, mayor of 
Chicago, opened the ceremonies by wel- 

cago’s charitable institutions, commend- 
ing it for its liberal policy of admitting

Henry Grccncbaum, who spoke in 
English, after the cornerstone was laid, 
struck the same note of harmony when he

United Hebrew Relief Associa-
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behalf of the Home of the Friendless, Catholic Or- 
phon Asylum, St. Luke’s Hospital, or any other

As in the case of the dedication of Chi- 
cage's first synagogue in 1851, in the cor- 
nerstone laying of the first Jewish hospital 
in Chicago, “those old Jews” gave Chi- 
cage something to be proud of.

tin box, the following papers: Reports of 
the United Hebrew Relief Association, 
list of contributors to the U. H. R. A. and 
the hospital, copies of all city dailies, in- 
eluding an Italian and a Swedish paper, 
and copies of the following Jewish pa- 
pers of the time : the Advance, Hebrew

The expenses of the dedication cere- 
monies were paid by a pro rata tax on the 
fifteen organizations then affiliated with 
the U. H. R. A., these being as follows: 
The Ladies' Sewing Society, Frauen

Wohlthaetigkcits Verein, Young Ladies' 
Hebrew Benevolent Association, Sisters 
of Peace, Ramah Lodge, Hillel Lodge, 
Hebrew Benevolent Society, Relief So- 
ciety No. 1, Relief Society No. 2, Wash- 

Chevra Kaddisha Ubikkur Cholim, B’nai

gregations.
The Tribune’s account of the corner- 

stone laying, which covered a column and 
three-quarters in very small type in its 
issue of Sept. 3, 1867, concludes with 
praise to the leaders in the work, for “a 
good day's work, well done.”

That the words of the speakers had 

the work for the hospital that followed 

for the hospital was held in Concordia 
Hall in December, !867, which netted the 
sum of $11,573.29, and thus abundant 

the hospital, on which the work was 

patients August 10, 1868. The previous 
day was devoted to the reception of visi- 
tors, the Ladies’ Hebrew Benevolent So- 

ment" and defraying all the expenses.
The total cost of the hospital was 

$25,286, exclusive of the lot and furnish- 
ings. It was a red-brick building, 42 feet 
wide and 30 feet long, and consisted of a 
basement and two stories. The first story 
contained a ward, 21 by 39 feet, and four 
wards, 10 by 18 each, for males. The 
second story was a duplicate of the first 
and was used for women patients. Dr. 
Ernst Schmidt was made the hospital

vices free to all charity cases. His only 
fees came from “pay” patients who ex- 
pressed a desire that he handle the case. 
Patients were free to designate the doctor 
they desired. Mr. and Mrs. A. Levy 
were made the hospital steward and ma- 
Iron, at a salary of $800 a year. The 
architect received $700 for his services.



TO THE GREAT FIRE
The hardware and plumbing were fur- 
nished by Michael Greenebaum at cost, 
and Henry Licbenstein furnished the fur- 
niturc, also at cost. The total cost of fur- 
nishing the hospital was $1,987.00, of 
which $735 was donated by the following

Benevolent Society, $300; Ladies’ Sewing 
Society, $300; Young Ladies’ Society, 
$100; and Sisters of Peace, $35. Charles
furnished a room complete.

Thus, the first Jewish hospital in Chi- 
cago began its blessed career, its pro- 
motors paying it the attention that is 
given an infant by its devoted parents. Its 
neatness and the attractiveness of its sur- 
roundings were noticed and praised by 
all. There have been bigger hospitals 
but none better planned or conducted, nor 
surrounded by a deeper humanity. It 
soon had much to do, thus proving there

While the Jews of Chicago were con- 
insure its speedy establishment, opposing 
every effort to divert the community's at- 
tention to any other project, however no- 

against orphan asylums,—a movement for

was being supported in other commu- 
nitics. This movement began to take 
form when District Grand Lodge No. 2, »-r «- «»»» «-
I. O. B. B., the headquarters of which 
were in Cincinnati and which included 
Ramah and Hillel lodges of Chicago in 
its jurisdiction, sponsored the movement. 
Although no efforts were made to secure 
the orphan asylum for Chicago, the mem- 
bers of Ramah and Hillel lodges threw 
themselves heartily into the project and 
helped to decide the issue in favor of 
Cleveland instead of St. Louis which was 
anxious to have the asylum located there. 
After this decision in favor of Cleveland 
had been made at the annual meeting of 
District Grand Lodge No. 2 at Milwau- 
kcc in 1867, Chicago B’nai B'rith worked 
with a will to establish the first Jewish 

orphan asylum in the West, which was 
dedicated and opened in July, 1868. Al- 
though the asylum was in Cleveland, its 
management made it seem like a Chicago 
institution. Five of its eleven trustees 
during the first twenty-five years of its 
;:vstcnœ wi re Chicagoans, as follows: 
Henry Greenebaum, Abraham Hart, 
Charles Kozminski, Dr. Bernhard Feis-
Hart, especially, took a keen interest in 
the Cleveland Orphan Asylum, serving as

three children to enter the home were 
from Chicago, and Chicago continued to 
be well represented among its inmates un- 
til the early ’90s when the first Jewish or-

While the Chicago B’nai B'rith were 

asylum, they thought the time had come 
to loosen the tics connecting them with 
District Grand Lodge No. 2, centered in 
Cincinnati, and to establish a new dis- 
trict grand lodge of the Order with 
Chicago as its headquarters. The B’nai 
B'rith had steadily grown in numbers in 
Chicago after the first lodge, Ramah, had
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been established here in 1857. July 1, 
1866, Hillel Lodge No. 72, the second

stituted by Samuel Straus, acting Deputy 
Grand Nasi Ab (president), in Chicago, 
assisted by J. L. Gatzert and Abraham 
Hart of Ramah Lodge. Henry Greene- 
baum and Dr. Felsenthal withdrew from 
Ramah to join Hillel, whose personnel 
consisted chiefly of members of Zion Con- 
gregation. Thus, the cleavage between

B’rith, and Chicago was enriched as a 
result with a new and active fraternal or- 
ganization as well as a new and vigorous 
religious body. The charter members of 
Hillel Lodge, besides Dr. Felsenthal and 
Henry Greenebaum, were : Isaac Greene- 
baum, Abraham Newberger, Mayer 
Hirsch, Gabriel Rubel, Moses Goodman, 
Solomon Rothschild, Levi J. Unna, and 
Michael Newgass. Henry Greenebaum 

years after Hillel was instituted, a third 
B’nai B’rith lodge was established in Chi- 
cago, Maurice Mayer Lodge No. 105, in 

which Philip Stein, Henry N. Hart, 
Isaac Schrinsky, F. Heimbach, A. Blum, 
and others, were active.

Before the institution of Maurice 
Mayer Lodge, Ramah and Hillel were 
joined by several lodges outside Chicago, 
including Pisgah Lodge No. 34 of De- 
troit, Gilead Lodge No. 41, and Isaac 
Lodge No. 87, both of Milwaukee, and

application was made in May, 1867, to 

charter for a new District Grand Lodge 
in Chicago. District Grand Lodge No. 
2 opposed the granting the charter with 
all the strength at its command, and a con- 
flict began which lasted more than a year. 
The leader of the Chicago forces in the 
struggle was Henry Greenebaum, and he 
emerged triumphantly, thus adding an- 
other great service to the long list of not- 
able achievements already to his credit.

On July 20, 1868, District Grand 
Lodge No. 6 was chartered. The insti- 
tution took place September 20, 1868, in 
Concordia Hall, a month after the open- 
ing of the hospital. Those were busy 
days for Henry Greenebaum but he seems 
to have enjoyed being in the midst of a 
number of activities, each demanding his 
close and constant attention. As if his 
communal and private business interests 
were not enough, he was at that time, by 
appointment of Governor Oglesby, a 
member of the first State Board of Equal-

The institution of District Grand 
Lodge No. 6 was marked with fitting 
ceremonies, first at the hall of Ramah 
Lodge and later in the day at the Con- 
cordia Hall where a public institution 
was held followed by a banquet in the 
evening. Besides the three B’nai B’rith 
Lodges in Chicago, four out-of-town 
lodges were represented by their past 
presidents. Of the Chicago lodges, the 
following past presidents were seated :

Ramah : B. Barbe, Dr. Felsenthal, Herman Feis-



Hillel: L. J. Unna, S. Rothschild, and S. Ros-

Gatzcrt, and Dr. B. Segnitz.

present was L. Rosenwald, of Ernes 
Lodge No. 67, of Springfield, Illinois, 
the uncle of Julius Rosenwald. It is the
tined to loom large in Chicago’s Jewish

first Grand Nasi Ab of District Grand
first Grand Sopher, or secretary. At the

orator in German" and Henry Greene- 
baum was adequately described as “the 
orator in English.” The latter’s speech 

printed and distributed, as it richly de­

made clear from the following extract :

Several prominent non-Jews were pres- 
ent including Thomas Maclay Hoyne, 
the father of Maclay Hoyne, who was 
one of the speakers. A letter was sent to 
the meeting by the Reverend Dr. Robert 
Collyer regretting his inability to be pres­

in Evanston, and J. Y. Scammon also sent 
his regrets that he could not attend be- 
cause he was leaving for New York that 
night. In his letter, Dr. Collyer gave his 
“fullest endorsement” to “the progressive 
movement of the Order.” Thus, District 
Grand Lodge No. 6 was formally insti- 
tuted with a high message of humanity 
and brotherhood which could not ask for 
a more sincere and ardent apostle than 
Henry Greenebaum. If the dream he 
cherished was not realized in his time and 
has not been realized in ours, it detracts 
in no way from the nobility of the senti- 

of the man that some day the dream

Let us now turn from philanthropic

Jewish community immediately follow- 

what was taking place in religious circles, 
at this time.

With Dr. Liebman Adler at K. A. M., 
and Dr. Felsenthal at Zion, Chicago had 
two of the most beloved rabbis to be

both were, neither had the reputation nor 
the attainments of the man whom Sinai 
had called to its pulpit, Dr. I. Chronic of 
Koenigsberg, whom Sinai had elected on 
the recommendation of Dr. Abraham 
Geiger. Dr. Chronic proved to be no Dr.
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Mensor. He was, in the full sense of the 
word, a scholar as great as any Chicago 
has known, and from the time he entered 
upon his duties he commanded the full
were so weighty that few in his audience

ciate them, 
rabbis and u
dependent nature, he continued in his

Siibifdirs SdjuhDcfrn
in ftinti'Wa.

eiitrago, 5111.

academic ways, conducting himself in 
every way as if he were still in Koenigs- 
berg instead of in Chicago. In his case, 
it was a matter of the mountain coming 
to Mahomet. He preached, or rather 
“lectured,” ably and sincerely, and if the 
congregation had difficulty in following 
him, he felt that that was not his fault. 
He always spoke in German and never 

acquire fluency in its use, in spite of 
friendly suggestions that by so doing his 
influence upon the congregation would 
be greater. His point of view was con- 
sistently professorial from the time he 
came to Chicago until he left, and was the 
cause of his not staying longer than he 

patiently submitted, realizing that in
too big a man. Dr. Chronic, however, 
rendered significant service to Sinai and 
to the community. He deepened the 
radical tendencies of Sinai and thus may 

as it came to be and as it is today. He 
was among the first reform rabbis in this 
country to advocate the replacement of 

1 by Sunday
services. He represented Sinai at the

the home of Dr. Samuel Hirsch in Phila- 
delphia in 1869, which was attended by 
Dr. Einhorn, Dr. Isaac Mayer Wise, Dr. 
Adler of New York and other notable 
early American reform leaders. It was 
at this conference, that Dr. Chronic 
moved that Sunday replace Saturday as 

the motion, which was referred to a com- 
mittcc that was ordered to report at the 
next meeting, which was supposed to take

was never held.
Dr. Chronic unconsciously prepared 

the way for Dr. Emil G. Hirsch although 
the latter did not make his appearance 
here until ten years after Dr. Chronic

Chronic’s service, Julius Rosenthal, as 
radical a reformer as Sinai or any other 
Jewish congregation ever contained 
among its members, said :

that if a man like the latter, whole faithful adher-

Dr. Chronic however did not inaugu- 
rate Sunday services in Chicago. That 



left, when the absence of attendance at 
Saturday morning services at Sinai re- 
suited in the adoption of the change un- 
der the regime of Dr. Kaufman Kohler, 
Dr. Chronic’s successor.

Dr. Chronic's work was therefore
ment of one side of Jewish life hence 

ical reform views, he established the first 
Jewish publication in Chicago, Zeichen 
der Zeil (Signs of the Times), which 
appeared monthly and was in the German 
language. Like everything else Dr. 
Chronic did, it was a scholarly piece of 
work and did credit to the intellectual 
standards he sought to uphold in Chi-

would be incomplete without him. Also, 
it was during Dr. Chronic's incumbency 
that Sinai, influenced by his radical spirit, 
made a contract with Rosehill Cemetery, 
July 15, 1867, for a section of ground to 
be used as a cemetery by the congregation. 
It was the first time in Chicago’s Jewish 
history that a Jewish congregation had 
its burial ground in a non-Jewish ceme- 
tery. The move was opposed by a large 
number of Sinai’s members but it was 
carried out in spite of the opposition.

Dr. Chronic’s historical importance in 

he faithfully gave himself to, outside his 
pulpit. For the furtherance of his rad- 

cago. It is to be regretted that a file of 

lieved that Dr. Chronic continued to edit 

cago in 1870.
Shortly after Dr. Chronic took charge 

of Sinai's pulpit, B'nai Sholom called to 
its pulpit a man whose oratorical gifts 
and magnetic personality exercised an 
effect upon his hearers quite different 
from that evoked by Dr. Chronic. B’nai 
Sholom bided its time in building its first 
house of worship and also in selecting 
its first rabbi. Both took and held 
high rank in the community, and as 
a result B'nai Sholom did not lack for
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large and appreciative audiences at its 
services, although its rabbi, Dr. A. J. 
Messing, was still in his twenties when 
he came to Chicago shortly after Dr. 
Chronic did. Dr. Messing spoke in Ger- 
man also but he had the gift of speaking 
to the populace as Dr. Chronic had not. 
He had a successful ministry at B’nai 
Sholom for three years when he went to 
San Francisco, returning however to his 
first Chicago charge three years later. Dr. 
Messing was Chicago's first brilliant

The Jewish religious life of Chicago 
in 1867 and the few following years be- 
fore the fire, outgrew the facilities then 
provided and this, together with the ap- 
pearance of a new element in Chicago's 
Jewish population, caused a great growth 
in the number of Jewish congregations, 
among which for the first time we find 
several of the Russ-Polish population, a 
number of whom were settled in Chicago 
as early as the late ’60s.

The first of the new congregations of

the North Chicago Hebrew Congrega- 
tion, the first Jewish congregation of any 
kind to be established on the North Side. 
At the end of the Civil War, there was

a sprinkling of Jews on the near North 
Side, who found the older congregations 
too far to go to, and they were joined by 
others who belonged to K. A. M. or Sinai. 
The lead was taken by the following :

Michael Cohen
S. Dreschfield N. M?Plotke

Moses Shields 
S. SsvartchildP. Weinred

near Wells, and a frame synagogue was 
rapidly put up at a modest cost, which 
was dedicated September 27, 1867, the 
officiating minister being Rev. A. Ollen- 
dorf who filled the pulpit during the two 
following years and was succeeded by 
Rabbi A. Norden, a man of scholarly at-

numbered among the outstanding rabbin- 
ical figures in Chicago’s history. Dr. 
Norden did not join the congregation un- 
til late in 1870 and the account of his ac- 
tivities, therefore, as of his congregation, 
during his incumbency, belongs in later 
chapters. Under the presidency of 
Moses Shields, the North Chicago He­



brew Congregation took its place in Chi- 
cago’s communal life, affiliating with the 
United Hebrew Relief Association and 
doing its part in whatever needed to be 
done in the community.

While this expansion was going on, K.

i our narrative thus far we have been 
idcring two groups in the community 
first settled here and established the

Sholom, or in its chevras. Among these 
“Holland Jews” were many substantial 
and loyal Jewish families, including the 
Andrews, the Van Gelders, the Van

ers, Known as ״me ncn Konns,״ jacoc 
Rosenberg, Levi Rosenfeld, Lazarus Sil- 
verman, Abraham and Henry Hart, and 
others. The historic synagogue at the 
corner of Adams and Wells Streets which 
had stood on the site ever since 1853 when

Clark Street between Adams and Quincy, 

desired a building more suitable to the 
congregation’s needs and its standing as 
well as the standing of its members in the 
community. Accordingly, one of the fin- 
est church edifices in Chicago, at the cor­

ner of Wabash Avenue and Peck Court, 

neighborhood, was bought for the sum of 
$50,000, a record figure at that time for 
a Jewish house of worship in Chicago. 
The price paid included the lot as well 
as the building upon it, which was re-

monies the following year. With Dr. 
>man Adler in charge of the pulpit, 
M. M. Gerstley as president, K. A. 
stood on a solid foundation, proudly 
itained its pre-eminence in the com- 
ity, and gave evidence of continuing 

an” and the “Polish” groups. To 
: should be added another small 
ip known as the “Holland Jews” who 
s to this country from Amsterdam 
other Dutch communities, either di- 
y or via England, and who cast in
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Praags, the Van Baalens, and others. 
These earliest Jews in Chicago, including

in their daily intercourse but also trans- 
and heard their sermons preached in the 

them. English slowly made inroads, 

that was heard practically throughout the 
Chicago Jewish community until the fire 
and for a few years thereafter. In spite 
of the efforts of Henry Grccncbaum and 
others to weld them, the various groups 

went on, the 

cncd and eventually disappeared.
Beginning with the Civil War, an- 

other element began to make its appear- 
ancc and to organize its own communal 
life in Chicago. This element was as in- 
correctly called "Russian" by the earlier 
settlers as their immediate predecessors 
had been called “Polish." A better name 
for them is "Russ-Polish” to distinguish 
them from the great Russian influx that 
did not begin until the '80s. They came 
from various communities in Latvia and 
they were therefore, as they called them- 
selves, Latvian or Lilviih Jews. The 
earliest of this group in Chicago as in 
other cities further east came from Lit- 
vinova, Kalwaria, Suwalk, Wishtinetz, 
Wcrbelov, Mariampol, and other Lithu- 
anian villages known throughout Jewry 
for the number of rabbis and scholars 
they have furnished to Jewish commu- 
nities throughout the world, and also for 
their ultra-orthodox practices. Their 
vernacular was Yiddish and they were 
peddlers, as the first "Bavarian” and 
"Polish" and “Holland” Jews had been 
on their arrival in this country. The ped- 

were conducted on a large scale, some of 
the first "supply houses" of this group in 
New York City and other seaboard cen- 
ters sending out peddlers as far as Chi- 
cago and even farther west and south.

These peddlers had a hard time of il dur- 

with suspicion by the Union generals as

treatment although they were innocent of 
misconduct, being victims of a prac- 
ticc used by spies in the Union as well as 
in the Confederate army, of rigging out 
as "Jew peddlers” when they wanted to 
engage on their hazardous expeditions. 
Possibly some Jewish peddlers were 
tempted to give out confidential informa-

DAVID ZEMANSKV «M botn Oflobrr IS. 1119. in

tion they had which was sought by the 
other side, but these were the marked ex- 
ceptions.

Several of these pioneer Litvuh settlers 
in Chicago are still living here. Among 
these arc Louis Schiff, who came to Chi- 
cago in 1863 bringing with him his eldest 
son, Benjamin Schiff, then a child of two; 
and David Zemansky, who came in 1866 
and was followed a few years later by the 
members of his family all of whom have 
grown up in Chicago, as have the Schiffs, 
and have lived here for more than fifty

The earliest of these settlers in Chi- 
cago, almost all of whom bore rugged or 
colorful Yiddish names, were : Leibchck 
Weingard, Itzchok Hirsch, Harris Lev- 
inson, Leible Winsberg, Max Rcinstein, 
Yitzchok Goldman, and Isaac Andelson. 
Most of them peddled for David Zeman- 
sky, whose establishment was in New
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York. Since they could not find a syna- 
gogue in Chicago that was as rigidly 
orthodox as those they were accustomed 
to—even B’nai Sholom being too radical 
for them—they formed a minyan of their 
own in the fall of 1865 under the name of 

them by David Zemansky from New 
York. This Sefer Torah is Still in exist- 
ence. When David Zemansky came to 
Chicago a year later he formed another 
minyan which met at his home at 106 
Griswold Street, later known as Pacific 
Avenue, and now La Salle Street. (Gris-

Van Buren Street and ran south to 
Twelfth Street.) This minyan was called 
the Beth Hamedrash Hagodol and its 
members were:

Yitzchok Goldman
Goldstein 
itzchok Hirsch

Lcibehek Wringard 
Lcible Winsberg

The earlier B’nai Jacob minyan was 
still maintained but it was not as strong as 
“Zemansky's minyan," and a few years 
later both were consolidated under the 
combined name of the Beth Hamedrash 
Hagodol Ub’nai Jacob which is the old- 
est Russ-Polish congregation in Chicago, 
its charter dating from March, 1867. Its 
first house of worship was on Pacific Ave- 
nue and was built on land bought from 
Henry Horner. Its first rabbi was Todras 
Ticktin, who was brought from Europe 
to serve the little congregation of his 
countrymen in Chicago, and soon it had 

and became the center of the early Russ- 
Polish life in Chicago. The members of 
this community lived along Clark Street 
and other streets immediately west of 
Clark to the river, and between Polk and 
Twelfth Streets. The first rhochel was one 
Tauros, the first mohel, Katlinsky, and 
the first teacher in the cheder before the 
arrival of Todras Ticktin was Leibchek 
Tuvim. When Rabbi Ticktin came to 

serve the little congregation, he was paid 
no salary but was obliged to support him- 
self and his family on the fees paid him 
by the pupils in the cheder he conducted.

plctcd and dedicated after the fire, the 
congregation occupied the first floor of 
the home of David Zemansky at 183 
Fourth Avenue, near Polk Street, which 
Zemansky contributed without cost to the 
congregation, he and his family living 
upstairs.

Another of the early strictly orthodox

drawn partly from the “Polish” group 
and partly from the Russ-Polish, was the
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Ohavc Emuno Congregation which was 
in existence before the fire. This congre- 
galion came to have a nickname, after it 
was noticed that some of its members who 
peddled with horse and wagon drove up 
to it on Shabbolh, attended services, and 
then drove away again to attend to their 
business. This caused the congregation to 
be known as die halbe Emuno, the “half- 
faith" congregation. '!'he “Scccsh Shul״ 
quietly went its way, but its nickname, as 
that of the Ohavc Emuno, persisted. 
Thus, picturesqueness as well as di- 
versify began to mark the Jewish com- 
munity on the eve .of its first great expan- 
sion. Another colorful incident which is 
traditionally given as the reason for the 
formation of another one of the earliest 
Russ-Polish congregations in Chicago, 
the Ohave Sholom Mariampol, known 
to-day as the Anshe Sholom, and the lead- 

at one of the services at the Beth Hame- 
drash Hagodol, one of the attendants ap- 
peared in shul with a straw hat and said 
Kaddish while wearing this unusual 
headgear. This was considered as con- 
trary to the strict injunctions of the faith,

Mariampol proceeded in 1870 to form 
their own congregation and thus a 
"strowner hitlel" (a straw hat) caused 
the Mariampol shul to be called into ex- 
istcncc. Like all legends, this may tell 
only a part truth. The fact of the matter 
is, that small as the Russ-Polish commu- 
nity was, there were as sharp differences 
among its members as there were between 
the different groups of the German Jews. 
Those who came from Litvinova acted as 
a group against those who came from. 
Mariampol, Suwalk, or Kalvaria, and a 

take sides against a rabbi, one group op- 
posing him and seeking to have him 
ousted, largely because another group 
favored him. These differences would 
not have been so intense if the members 
of this clement had a larger outlook. They 

took little or no interest in the larger com- 
munity and thus trifles were magnified 
and as a rcsult״tempests in a teapot" were

Turning once more to the German- 
speaking Jewish community, two im- 
portant developments during the period 

main to be considered. One of these was 
the establishment of the Standard Club,
B’nai Abraham Congregation, the first 

established on what has come to be known 
among Jews as the “West Side.”

We have seen that beginning with the 
year 1862, the Concordia Club, which 
was founded in that year, began to play 
a very important part in Jewish life in 
Chicago, the most important communal 
happenings in the days before the fire 
taking place in its hall which was gen- 
crously given by the Club without charge 
for all large public Jewish gatherings. It 
was inevitable that with the growth of 
varying social tastes, other social organi- 
zations, of more exclusive character, 

earliest of these, which was followed in 

zations, was the Standard Club, which

Standard Club was organized April 4, 
1869, and incorporated July 7 following,

Abraham G. Becker
Leopold Bloom 
Emanuel Frankenthal

Charles M. Leopold

Alfred M. Snydacker.

The Standard started with a mem- 
bership of 69 and met first in Bruns- 
wick’s Hall on Washington Street be- 
tween Clark and La Salle. Shortly after, 
the club moved to the first building of it? 
own which was erected for it at the corner 
of Michigan Avenue and Thirteenth 
Street, then in the heart of an exclusive 
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residential neighborhood, and at once be- 
gan to attract to itself some of the most 
substantial and representative members 
of the community, especially among the 
younger set, and conducted some of the 
most brilliant social functions in Chi- 
cago, prominent Chicagoans not of the 
Jewish faith deeming it an honor to be 
invited to them. Although its purpose 
was primarily social, the Standard Club 
soon began to be known also for its liberal 
and constructive communal and civic

Jewish neighborhood with substantial 
and well-kept residences owned and oc- 
copied by Chicagoans prominent in po- 
litical and business and social life. A 
number of German-speaking Jews, chief- 
ly from northern or German Bohemia,

by Moritz Ocsterreicher and his brother- 

of which grew B’nai Abraham Congrega- 

cago what Zion Congregation was to the

years as whole-heartedly and even more 
generously than the Concordia Club did 

fore the fire and for some years later, is 
furnished by the formation in 1870 of the 
B’nai Abraham Congregation to serve the 
community then living around Halsted 
and Fourteenth streets, then referred to 
as "the Southwest Side.’’ This section, 
Jews, who however did not begin to penc- 
träte until the late ’80s, was then a non­

neighborhood farther north and cast, and

gregation was on the near North Side. 
All three congregations before the fire 
represented outposts of the Jewish com- 
munity to the west and north, as K. A. M. 
on Wabash Avenue and Peck Court and 
the Standard Club a little farther south, 
did on the South Side. Fixing these in 
mind and remembering that Sinai and 
B’nai Sholom and the Concordia Club 

near it, with the bulk of the Jewish popu- 
lation living south of Van Buren Street 
to Polk, and between Clark Street and the 
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river, we have a picture of the Jewish 
community just before the fire.

The little community of thirty families

Leopold Mayer found living within a 
few blocks of each other, when he ar- 
rived in Chicago twenty years before, had 

separated by

transportation facilities of those days. 

but one congregation with fourteen sup- 
porting members, occupying rented quar- 
ters, there were now ten congregations,
most of them fir
occupying spacious and impressive edi- 
fices. Besides these, there were a number 
of semi-religious as well as philanthropic 
and social organizations that attest the 
communal zeal of Chicago’s early* Jews. 
During those two memorable decades in 

tion leaped from less than thirty thou- 
sand to close to three hundred thousand, 
the Jewish community kept pace with the 
city’s growth, and wherever its members 
went in the city's expansion—north, south 

unquenchable love and loyalty for things 
and thoughts sacredly Jewish, and they 
blessed and beautified Chicago with some 
of its most enduring and elevating influ-

Besides their own communal effort, 
furnishing an example of brotherhood 
and humanity, they had to their credit 
brilliant patriotic service to the nation in 
the time of its dire need. They had been 
tried by Chicago and America, and had 
not been found wanting. Neither were 
they to be found wanting during the great 
trial by fire that was suddenly and unex- 
pcctedly to descend upon them, as upon 
the rest of the city, without discrimina- 
tion, and in one fierce hurricane of flame 
to consume all that they had so patiently, 
so ardently, and with so much sacrifice, 
labored to establish.



CHAPTER VI

The Great Fire, and After, 1871-1880

An Ironic Simchath Torah — Recollections of the Fire—Jewish Relief 
Groups—Reconstruction—Dr. Kaufmann Kohler and the First Sunday 
Services—New Organizations—The Second Fire — Beginning of the 
West Side Settlement—The Panic of 1877—The Michael Reese Hospi- 
tal—Coming of Dr. Emil G. Hirsch — Early J ewish Publications— 
Anshe Emeth and Emanuel Congregations—The “Russische Shul”— 
The Community in 1880.

U N D A Y night, October 8, 
1871 will ever be known to 
Chicagoans as the time of the 
greatest disaster in the history 

of their city—the ruinous Chicago Fire.
To the Jews of Chicago there is an added 
note of irony in the story, for that night 
was Simchath Torah, when in accordance 
with immemorial custom, the Jewish 
community was in an unusually joyous 
state of mind after the scrolls of the Law 
had been carried about in the synagogues, 
and merry gatherings looked forward to 
the various festal affairs that were sched- 
uled for later in the evening. It was this 

conflagration appear to the Jews of Chi- 

was to the non-Jewish population. With- 

changed to that of Tisha B'ab.
Many amusing as well as sad inci- 

dents are told in the general accounts of 
the fire, but none of these, to the best of 
our knowledge, mention one incident in 
which the Reverend Ignatz Kunreuther, 
first teacher of K. A. M. Congregation, 
figured. At the time of the fire, he was 
living on the south side of Harrison 
Street near Fourth Avenue, in a section 
which was spared but immediately north

of which almost everything was leveled 
to the ground. To the end of his days, the 
venerable and pious gentleman insisted 
that it was his prayers that saved the side 
of the street on which he lived and the 
district south of it. He had no explana- 
tion to offer as to why B'nai Sholom’s 
handsome synagogue across the way was 
not saved also, but it was probably, as a 
wag of that day suggested, because Kun- 
reuther’s prayers were in accordance with 
Minhag Ashkenaz while B’nai Sholom’s

Many of Chicago’s pioneer Jews who 
were eye-witnesses and sufferers of the 
conflagration, are still living. These in- 
elude Joseph L. Gatzcrt, Louis Schiff, 
Benjamin Schiff, Leopold Sonnenschein, 
Levi Salomon (a brother of General 
Salomon), Simon Richter, and a number 

furnishof
vivid details of the excitement and con- 
fusion and terror of those days that never 
will be forgotten by those who lived 
through them.

Benjamin Schiff, who was then a lad 
eleven years of age, tells of going with a 
group of juvenile companions to see the 
fire while it was still a considerable dis- 
tance beyond the river, never imagining 
it would spread as it did. They were
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to cross the Polk Street bridge “to go to 
the fire" only to find, as Schiff tells it, 
that "the fire came to them” instead and 
sent them hurrying to their homes to 
make sure that all w-as well with their 
families. Mrs. Schiff, realizing the dan- 
ger, lost no time and soon had as many 
of the family belongings as could be 
hastily gathered, packed and loaded on a 
wagon. Louis Schiff, Benjamin’s father, 
thought this was all unnecessary and put 
it down to unreasoning feminine hysteria 
but later developments showed that Mrs. 
Schiff was right and that the family owed 
the saving of some of their household 
possessions at least, to her foresight and 
promptness. The family drove over to 
the lake front south of Twelfth Street 
where they were obliged to camp in the 
open. By ten o’clock, according to 
Schiff, “the whole city was burning" and 
it was bright as day. They remained on 
the lake front for a number of days, be- 
ing provided later with improvised 
shelter and with food. Schiff recalls a

where they were later provided with 
their former home, reading, ‘‘Anyone

ing will be hung up on a lamp-post.”
Simon Richter tells of having helped 

to move the goods of his employer, in 
trunks, from Wells Street to Dearborn 
near Madison Street, where it was felt the 
fire would never reach but where they 
were shortly after consumed before they

I-cvi Salomon, who attended a Sim- 

his family by the fire and was unable to 
reach his home for several days, during

B. W. Eiscndrath was in New Orleans 
when the fire broke out. When he read 
of it in the New Orleans papers, he took 
the first train back to Chicago and then 
spent three days trying to locate his

the country" on Milwaukee Avenue.

the North Side, tells of being awakened 
towards midnight by a friend who wanted 
aid in rescuing an invalid sister. Finding 
upon his return that there was no time to 
be lost if he valued his life, Sonnenschein 
at once engaged an expressman, and after 
a few belongings had been assembled in

the wagon, the man refused to.move un- 
less he was paid in advance. Exploring 
his pockets, Sonnenschein realized, when 
it was too late, that he had left his money 
in another suit which he had put away 
when he retired. Driven desperate by his 
plight and by what he regarded as the 
man’s fiendish stubbornness, he leveled a 
pistol at the obdurate teamster and or- 
dered him to drive north and across the 
Chicago Avenue bridge, the only one left 
standing. After they had reached a place 
of safety, his sister smilingly handed 
Sonnenschein the money that she, with 
the thoughtfulness of the old-fashioned 
Hauifraii, had removed from his suit 
before leaving the house. The driver was 
paid, and all ended happily. After Son- 
nenschein had found a lodging, he was 

duty in protecting property from despoli-

It is related of Henry Horner that 
while the fire was rapidly approaching
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his home on Wabash Avenue and Jackson 

now stands, he stood in his library wist* 

cide which to save until it was too late to 
save any, when he had to be hustled out 
of the house by his wife.

ized from a statement made by the late 
Henry N. Hart that iron buildings 
melted before his eyes. The sweep of

volcanic, that he barely escaped with his 
life as he stood on State Street near Ran- 
dolph, where at first he thought there 
was no danger. But suddenly he felt the 
hot breath of the flames, and cried out for 
a glass of water. Some one brought him 
a little tin dipper filled with water which 
he hurriedly drank and then hastened 
to his home on the near South Side where 
there was no danger. Later he found 
that the tin dipper was still on his Anger. 
Hart’s store on Lake Street was de- 
strayed, and he observed, in speaking of 
the Are, that all he saved was the little

Families that had been in affluent Anan- 

duced to want and obliged to begin all 

retail establishments in Chicago on Lake, 
Clark, and other streets, were burned to 
the ground. The Jewish Hospital, the

built after so many years of effort, was

its inmates however were rescued, thanks 
to the efforts of Dr. Wagner and Mr. and 
Mrs. Levy, who risked their lives to get 

gogue was among the first to go, and 
Sinai's temple on Van Buren Street soon 
followed it. Concordia Hall was only a

Maurice Mayer and Sovereignty lodges 

meeting places but all their records and 
belongings. K. A. M., which had luck- 

viously, was never in any danger, but its 

for safety in the courthouse by its secre- 

Clerk at the time of the Are, were de- 
stroyed and with them valuable historical 
data of the earliest times. The North 
Chicago Hebrew Congregation lost its 
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blow from which it took many years to 
recover. Zion, beyond the river, was un- 
harmed.

The Standard Club felt the force of 
martial law which was at once declared, 
its building on Michigan Avenue and 
Thirteenth Street being taken over by 
General Sheridan and his officers, who 

moval of the troops from Chicago.
The heart-sickening conditions prevail- 

ing in the Chicago Jewish community im- 
mediately after the fire are described at 
length in the Twelfth Annual Report of 
the Executive Board of the United. He- 
brew Relief Association, whose annual 
meeting was postponed by the fire from 
October to November 26, 1871. The

restina place except after wearying stampede of «n

in bankrupt companies. Thrown out of business, 

the herculean task that we have to shoulder. You

Long before the United Hebrew Relief 
Association got under way with its relief 
work, the five B’nai B’rith lodges in Chi- 
cago—Ramah, Hillel, Maurice Mayer, 
Sovereignty and Jonathan—whose mem- 
bers were heavy sufferers in the fire, com- 
bined their efforts and appointed a cen- 
tral B’nai B’rith Relief Committee to 
handle the situation with respect to mem- 
bers of the Order in Chicago. On this 
committee were Henry Grcencbaum, Dr. 
Felsenthal, Adolph Moses, Charles Koz- 
minski, Herman Felsenthal, B. H. Selig- 
man, L. J. Unna, E. Rubovits and D. 
Héxter. By October 22, this committee 
had its relief plans all carefully worked 
out. It was assumed that two hundred 
would require relief and' that $20,000 
would be available for this purpose. This 
would average $100 a case, but it was 
realized that the cases would differ, and 
accordingly three classes were recog- 
nized, as follows: First class, all unmar- 
ried persons not supporting a parent or 
parents in Chicago ; second class, married 
persons with one or two children or sup- 
porting a parent or parents in Chicago; 
third class, married persons with three or 
more children. To the first class $50 was 
allotted; to the second class, $100; and to 
the third class, $150. A call was then 
sent out to all B’nai B’rith lodges and oth- 
ers for help in the form of cash and sup- 
plies. This call was promptly heeded 
and soon a sum twenty-five per cent in 
excess of the amount estimated necessary 
was available. Relief offices were opened 

although it was provided that the super- 
intendent should be paid for his services.
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Gauert, who was a heavy sufferer by the 
fire, declined to accept any compensation. 
For this magnanimous service he re-

Lodge No. 6 at its annual meeting in 
1872, where Gatzert supplied a full 

Central B’nai B’rith Committee. The 
final report showed that thirty-four cases 
of supplies, chiefly clothing, were re- 
ceived by the committee, of which thirty 
cases were distributed by a woman’s com- 
mittee consisting of Mrs. Henry Greene-

Adolph Moses, the other cases being sent 
to the offices of the United Hebrew Relief 
Association. The sum of $25,483.45 was 
contributed. Of this all but $698 was 
distributed, not only to members of the 
Order but to others as well, the United 
Hebrew Relief Association being given 
the sum of $2,949.25 for general relief. 
How widespread was the sympathy with 
Chicago’s distress is shown by the list of 
contributors given in Gatzert’s report, 
which is reproduced hereinafter.

Members of the five Chicago B’nai 
B’rith lodges to the number of 169, were 
aided, besides 13 non-resident members 
and also a number of non-members  of the 
Order. The total expense was $698.65, 
which included office furniture and sun-

shipments received, office and store-room 
rent, and salaries. It was as fine a piece 
of effort as has ever been done in Chi- 
cago or elsewhere. The officers of the 
United Hebrew Relief Association at the

B’rith Relief Committee had infringed 
upon the province of the Relief Associa-

from other sources than the B’nai B’rith 
and giving aid to non-members of the Or- 

the twelfth annual report:
Although the U. H. R. A has been for the last
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man. Rosenthal was the only Jew to 
serve on this important body.

Others rendered modest but timely 
service in throwing their own homes open

without shelter, distinctions of race and 

requiring aid and others regarding them­

able to give help to those who needed it.

asked no questions. The city’s heart 
glowed more than the embers. Mrs. 
Hannah Simon loaded her house just out- 
side the burned district to overflowing 

was proudly called “The Garden City" 
because of its attractive and well-kept 
homes and streets, began to be re-named 

termined to rise from its ruins and be 
greater than ever before. On the second 
day of the Dre, before the conflagration 
had come to a stop, the Tribune carried 
an editorial couched in the following in- 
spiring language:

This unconquerable spirit marked the 
efforts at once made in the Jewish com- 
munity to replace the institutions de- 
stroyed by the fire. The executive board 
of the United Hebrew Relief Associa- 
tion gave immediate attention to the Hos-
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pital, and the B’nai B'rith generously of- 
fered its help to this end. The Hospital 
was insured in four companies for a total 
of $17,000, the building for $14,000, and 
the furnishings for $3,000. Of this 
amount all that could be realized was 
$5,000. Negotiations were at once begun 
with the Chicago Relief and Aid Society, 
which voted substantial sums of money 
for maintenance and rehabilitation of in- 
stitutions destroyed or injured by the fire. 
The negotiations were long drawn out 
and finally the Chicago Relief and Aid 
Society made an offer to help if a free bed 
was provided for every $1,000 donated. 
This, the U. H. R. A. found was impos- 
sible, and accordingly the offer was re- 
fused. Finally, the Chicago Relief and 
Aid Society voted to advance $15,000 to 
help rebuild the hospital which the U. H. 
R. A. agreed to accept on condition that 
it could pay it back when it was able to 

do so. But before this offer was accepted, 
an unexpected, situation arose when 
Michael Reese suddenly died, leaving a 
sum of money for charitable purposes 

nishcd the means to replace the first Hos-

the Chicago Relief and Aid Society.
The homeless congregations were not 

long in reestablishing themselves. K. 
A. M. offered Sinai the use of its school 
rooms until it could find quarters of its 
own, and this offer was accepted. At this

Chicago from Detroit, where before the 

hear him preach, and pleased with his 

had offered him Sinai’s pulpit to succeed 
Dr. Chronic. Dr. Kohler accepted the 
offer and arrived in Chicago on October 
29, 1871, three weeks after the fire. He 
at once busied himself with plans to re- 
build the temple, which was not accom- 
plished until almost five years later, regu- 
lar services being held in the intervening 
years in Martin’s Hall.

It was in Martin’s Hall that the first

These were instituted, Dr. Kohler offi-

ment the Saturday services, after the at- 
tendance on the traditional Sabbath had 
dwindled. Dr. Kohler had threatened to 
leave Chicago unless the change was 
made. At these first services, Dr. Kohler 
delivered a remarkable sermon that stim-

nai. The title of the sermon, which was in 
German, was Dai neue Wissen und der 
alte Glaube (“The New Science and the 
Old Faith”), which has ever since re- 
■named a proud slogan of Sinai, epito- 
mixing its spirit for all time.

B’nai Sholom, after losing its hand- 
some synagogue on Harrison Street and 
Fourth Avenue, occupied for a time a 
church on Wabash Avenue and Harmon 
Court and finally erected a synagogue on 
Michigan Avenue between Fourteenth 
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and Fifteenth streets on the site now oc- 
cupied by St. Luke's Hospital, at a cost 
of $23,000. During the critical days af- 
ter the fire, Joseph Pieser was president 
of B’nai Sholom, and it was largely his

efforts that placed it on.a secure footing 
once more.

It took the North Chicago Hebrew 

the blow of the fire, which not only de- 
stroyed its little frame house of worship 
but scattered its members. Dr. Norden, 
who had taken charge of the congregation 
a year before, was left without a pulpit, 
and he went to Natchez, Mississippi, and 
later to Europe, whence he was recalled 
in 1875 when, through the efforts of 
Samuel Glickauf, Jacob Glickauf, H. A. 
Kaufman, and others, the North Chicago 
Hebrew Congregation was reorganized 
and resumed its career, although it did

own until 1884. Dr. Norden proved a 
valuable addition to the community and 
soon took rank with the leading rabbis of 
Chicago in social and educational as well

The B’nai B’rith lodges were soon 
holding meetings just as if nothing had 
happened. Although four of the five 
lodges lost all the property they had, from 
the smallest book of accounts to their 
richest regalia, two years after the fire 

the Chicago lodges entertained the first 
convention of the Constitutional Grand 
Lodge of the Order to be held in Chi- 
cage, January 25-30, 1874. Three years 

der in Chicago, these being: Chicago No. 
263, instituted March 10, 1876; Illinois 
No. 264, instituted three months later, 
May 12, 1876; and Northwestern No. 
265, instituted two weeks later, June I, 
1876. These made eight lodges of the 
Order in Chicago, and new ones were 
added until Chicago had enough lodges

The Concordia Club was the hardest- 
hit by the fire, which proved its death- 
blow. It rapidly dwindled in numbers 
and influence, its leading members join- 
ing the Standard Club which went on 
gaining strength year by year until it was 
recognized as the premier Jewish social 
organization in Chicago. The Concor- 
dia Club, however, continued to meet for 
a number of years but it never again was 
what it had been during the memorable

the fire but" the new conditions in the 
community that caused the Concordia 
Club to lose standing and eventually to 
disband. It had played its part in the 
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community and played it well. It had 
contributed to the developing of a spirit 
of unity among the Jews of Chicago and 
its services were long.and gratefully re- 

its name, signified, a place for concord, 

new ones soon and in rapid succession 

growing strength of the Jewish commu- 
nity of Chicago. The first of these new 
organizations was formed on the very 
night of the fire when a group living on 
ish congregation in that part of Chicago.

meeting was held at the home of Moses

suited in the formation of Rodfe Sholom 
Congregation, later called Beth El. Its 
members were of the German-speaking 
group, including, besides Moses Hirsch, 
who was chosen first president, the fol-
David S. Eisendrath, treasurer; Herman 
Rcnberg, secretary; and L. Schwartz, J. 
Tausig, M. Tausig, L. Weil, L. Schulhof, 
B. Schram, S. Richter, Simon Klee. Abe 
Klee, J. Gruener and M. Solomon.

The following Saturday the first ser- 
vices were held at the home of one Ohn-

S. Eisendrath, was dedicated. Two weeks 
later quarters were rented in a hall on 
Peoria and Ohio streets and six months 
later, the members bought the frame 
building of a Norwegian church on the 
corner of Huron and May streets, and 
moved it to a double lot they had bought 
on May and Second streets. Here the 
Reverend Ignatz Kunreuther officiated 
for a time. The little congregation had 
an uneventful life until it experienced a 
transfiguration similar to that reported 
of Elijah of old. On June 22, 1873, a 
peaceful Sunday afternoon, a terrific 
wind suddenly came up and when it left, 
as rapidly as it came, it carried the little

Eliassof, who was then serving as its rab- 
bi, describes the scene as follows:

As a result the congregation was with- 
out a home and Dr. Eliassof was without 
a pulpit. A meeting was called, however, 
that very night at the home of D. S. 
Eisendrath, the treasurer, by whose ef- 
forts a fund was at once raised with 
which to build a new house of worship 
which was erected at the corner of May 
and Huron streets, special care in its 
building being taken to assure its being 
able to withstand the notoriously high

Another of the first organizations to be 
formed after the fire and still in exist- 
ence, is the Independent Order Bikkur 
Cholim Ukadishu, which dates from

to that of the Chevra Gemilath Chasso- 
dim Ubikkur Cholim, established in 
1356, and the Chevra Kaddisha Ubikkur 
Cholim which broke away from the 
Chevra Gemilath in 1861, as already ex- 
plained, the Independent Order Bikkur 
Cholim Ukadishu differed from its pred- 
ecessors in Chicago in several important 
respects, although its general aims were 
similar. The earlier organizations were 
purely local ones having no connections 
with outside bodies of similar character, 

ganization that had branches, in various 
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is the only remaining one of what was in 
its beginning a fraternal order like the 
B’nai B’rith and other Jewish orders. 
And there was a second difference. The 
predecessors of the I. O. B. C. U. in Chi-

ing Jews, of the “Polish” and the “Hol-
I. O. B. C U. were chiefly Russ-Polish, 
as were the members of the Beth Hame- 
drash Hagodol Ub’nai Jacob and the 

ers and earliest members of the I. O. B. 
C. U. in Chicago were: N. J. Stern, 
Moses Harris, Nathan Davis, L. Lewin- 
sohn, A. Bernstein, and W. Holdstein. 
The Order has been conducted on sub- 
stantial lines ever since its organization 
and today is in a prosperous and flourish* 
ing condition. It has an especially im- 
pressive ritual and has been the means of

Jewish spirit. Its burial ground is one of 
the oldest in Chicago.

The growth of the Chicago Jewish 

lowing was not confined to religious and 
fraternal organizations. Several im- 
portant Jewish women’s organizations 
were then also added to the number of 
those truly humanitarian groups of which 
Chicago had already a good number be- 
fore the fire and without whose help the 
work of the United Hebrew Relief Asso- 
dation could not have been carried on. 
To these was added the Deborah Verein, 
formed in 1872, and named after Dr. 
Isaac Mayer Wise’s paper for the Jewish 
home and womankind. The first presi- 
dent of the Deborah Verein, today known 

nunciation anglicised, was Mrs. L. 
Schoenfeld. It at once joined the forces 
of the U. H. R. A. and became one of its 
most reliable supporting bodies. Two 
years later another important woman’s 
organization was launched. This was the 
Jochannah Lodge, organized February 
12,1874, as a Chicago Lodge No. 9 of the 
U. O. T. S. ("Unabhaengige Orden

Treuen Schwestern—Independent Order 
of True Sisters”), the first national Jew- 
ish women's organization to establish a 
branch in Chicago. It is interesting to 
note that even in the formation of this

baum had a share, he being listed in the 
records as one of the founders. Under 
Mrs. Abraham Wise, the first president, 
and the others who succeeded her in the 
chair, Jochannah Lodge came to the fore 
as a force for great good.

The Deborah and the Jochannah were 
valuable additions to the community and

tions that were active and prominent in 
the earlier days have not. Gradually the 
flower of the Jewish womanhood of Chi-

cago came to belong to one or the other of 
these bodies, in many cases to both. Both 

tury they have been in existence many 
timely and outstanding services.

Another organization needs to be con- 
sidered before we deal with the second 
fire in the summer of 1874 that entailed 
further suffering among the Jews of Chi- 
cago. This body was the Chicago Rab- 
binical Association, formed in the fall of 
1873 and still in existence. At that time 
there were a number of pulpit celebrities 
in Chicago. These included Dr. Lieb- 
man Adler (then released from active 
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preaching in K. A. M. not only because 
of his advanced years but also because the 
congregation desired to have its sermons 
preached in English instead of German, 
and for this purpose in March, 1872, 
called to the pulpit Dr. M. Machol of
Leavenworth, K 

MRS. JOHANNE M.

with K. A. M. until 1876), Dr. Felsen- 
thaï, Dr. Kaufmann Kohler, Rabbi Mes- 
sing and Rabbi Norden. These united 
in an effort to promote fellowship among 
the liberal rabbis in Chicago, and to de- 
liberate with a view to arriving at a com- 
mon understanding and working out a 
common line of effort in communal and 
general Jewish matters. Dr. Felsenthal 
was the first president and Rabbi Norden, 
the first secretary, both filling these re- 
spective offices for a number of consecu- 
tive years. The Chicago Rabbinical As­

sociation not only promoted the feeling 
that the rabbis of Chicago were col- 
leagues although filling different pulpits 
and having varying religious viewpoints, 
but also that the congregations  they repre- 
sented had common interests. Because of 
this stand of the rabbis of Chicago, its

ntly from early times entertained the 
idliest feelings for each other. The 
:ago Rabbinical Association also dig- 
d the rabbinical calling in the eyes of 
: who were outside the Jewish com- 
ity in Chicago. Its earnest and 
arly gatherings won respect both for 
iffice of rabbi and for the Jewish 

hicago had hardly got back to normal 

her fire started to sweep over it, start- 
with the same ruthless fury that had 

the first and threatening for a 
duplicate its ravages. This sec- 
broke out early in the afternoon 
14, 1874, the starting point be- 
Fourth Avenue near Twelfth 

It raced east and north and south 
great section of the South Side, 
g State and Van Buren streets by 
M. Timely dynamiting checked 

;ress and robbed it of what other- 
ust have been its inevitable prey, 
the fire was stopped, however, 

docks in the heart of the Jewish 
:nt were sacrificed and there were 

« .walt, heavy Jewish losses. K. A. M., 
which had not been touched in the pre- 
vious fire, now lost its synagogue, the cost- 
liest in Chicago at that time, at the corner 
of Wabash Avenue and Peck Court, 
which was right in the course of the fire 
where the conflagration was at its worst. 
The Russ-Polish settlement, but slightly 
harmed by the earlier fire, now sustained 
the heaviest losses, and as practically all 
the families were very poor, the distress 
was great and the community was called 
upon again to meet an emergency that 
from the point ot view of relief was al- 
most as serious as the earlier catastrophe 
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had been. The United Hebrew Relief 
Association nobly and promptly respond- 
ed to the call but found difficulty in rais- 
ing funds. This was so partly because of 
the losses sustained in the first fire which 
for some time reduced the amount avail- 
able for relief in Chicago, and partly also 
because the irritations of the first fire had 
intensified a narrow spirit that regarded

contribute to the relief funds but got far 
more than their share thereof. In order 
to shame this unbrotherliness, the U. H. 
R. A. asked Dr. Liebman Adler to draw 
up an appeal, which he did in this lofty

the small-minded and voiced the truly 
liberal feelings of Chicago Jewry which 
from the beginning has relegated none 
outside the pale of its sympathy and help. 
In the earliest days no questions were 
asked when help was needed. “Zcdokah 
Tatzel Memoveth!” was enough to make 
all respond and no one hesitated in order

spirit ot these words lived in Liebman 

provincialism and unbrotherliness a half- 

test of Chicago’s Jewish philanthropy, 
tried to hold back help because of super- 
ficial and unworthy considerations. And 
so it was that the sufferers of the second 
fire received aid. All that mattered was

were aided. It was an inspiring augury 
for the future!

The second fire marked the beginnings 
of the Jewish advance to the West Side. 
Even before the fire of 1874 a few fami- 
lies had crossed the river and these were 
now joined by others who had lost their 
homes cast of the river and now gradually 
began to settle along Canal Street. The 
Beth Hamedrash Hagodol shut which 
had been dedicated shortly before the sec- 



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
and fire on Pacific Avenue below Harri- 
son was not harmed by the fire, and still 
remained cast of the river, but the Mari-

shipped in a rented hall on Clark Street 
near Polk, found its quarters in ruins, and 
crossed over to the West Side. It was 
thus the first Russ-Polish congregation to 
be established in what later became the 
heart of Chicago Jewry. The general 
movement to that district did not start 
until 1881 and it was during the follow- 
ing years that the West Side began to be 
settled by a considerable  number of “Rus-

After K. A. M.’s synagogue was burned 
to the ground, and while plans were being 
considered to find a new home, an attempt

The latter still worshipped in Martin’s 
Hall and had not yet decided where its 
new temple should be. A committee of 
nine from Sinai met with a committee of
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the matter over. Sinai seems to have been

probable that the two congregations, both 
then homeless, would have joined forces, 
but for one consideration that put a stop 
to the negotiations. The stumbling-block 
consisted of the Sunday services that Dr. 
Kohler had instituted shortly before.

as Sunday services but K. A. M. was un- 

day services, and thus the negotiations fell 

whose histories are so closely connected, 

for a while held services at the Methodist 

bash Avenue and Fourteenth Street, and 
in December, !874, bought the lot and 
church building of Plymouth Church, on 
the southeast corner of Indiana Avenue 
and Twenty-sixth Street which was re- 
modeled for a synagogue, the dedication 
taking place February 5, 1875, with Drs. 
Kohler, Felsenthal, and Messing assist- 
ing at the ceremonies. Sinai held its fall 
holiday services in 1874 as in the previous 
years after the first fire, at the Church of 
the Messiah, Michigan Avenue atTwen- 
ty-third Street. It finally bought the lot 
at the southwest corner of Indiana Ave- 
nue and Twenty-first Street where the 
cornerstone of its new temple was laid 
June 20, 1875, and the building com- 
pleted at a cost of $128,000, and dedicated 
on April 8,1876.

form congregations were alive in the *70s 
to the need of a comprehensive educa- 
tional program is seen by the formation 
August 31, 1876, of the Jewish Educa- 
tional Society of Chicago, the character 
and objects of which are revealed in a 
printed appeal which was made to the 
community two weeks later, September 
15. This appeal was worded, in part, as 
follows:
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the honor of the God of our Fathers. You have

The appeal which called upon all, 
“whether members of reform or orthodox

old or young, to unite and cooperate in the 
work,” was signed by the following:

Dn'll Fctaihaf^'
M. Hirsch

Henry Hart Nathan Eiscndtalh

Herman Felsenthal
Julius Rosenthal
Godfrey Snydacker

M. A. Meyer 
 W. Reiss ״1
S. F. Leopold

Adolph Moses

JLVHefte?°n 
E. Rubovits.

Several meetings of this organization 
were held and as in the case of the 
Reformvcrcin, its founders knew just 

a number of articles of organization 
which they drew up, but in spite of its 
clear and vital program and the repre- 
sentative character of the men back of the 
movement, it failed to make a start or 
much of a stir beyond its appeal, and thus 
proved to be among the first of the ambi- 
tious schemes for the community that did 
not get much farther than the minds of

Quite another fate fell to the lot of the

to the various branches of a general high school, the tional Society’s failure and which then
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began a brilliant career that continued for 
thirteen years. The Zion Literary Society

Chicago during the late ’70s and the '80s, 
and held crowded meetings every Friday 
night at Zion Temple (since 1869, at the

and Jacksoncorner of
Boulevard). It was founded by Michael 
Greenebaum who was its first president, 
and its leading spirits included Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry (Hannah Greenebaum) 
Solomon, A. G. Becker, H. L. Frank,

Levy Mayer, Jacob Newman, Mrs. T. 
Klein, Flora Unna, Mrs. (Mary Greene- 
baum) Haas, and Toby Rubovits. Lead- 
ing men addressed it on various occasions, 
and fine intellectual and musical pro- 
grams were given week after week. Social 
affairs were also given, and a weekly 
newspaper edited by Mrs. Solomon and 
Levy Mayer was issued. Levy Mayer, 
it may be noted here, who served as the 
society’s secretary, was the person who 
later attained nation-wide fame as a law- 
yer, though with the passing of years, sad 

to relate, he became estranged from Jew- 
ish effort. The society is still nominally 
in existence and holds reunions every

In the same year that Zion Congrega- 
tion was. beginning, to enjoy the greatest 
prosperity in its career,־ the fortunes of its 
leading founder and first president were 

completely overwhelmed a less dauntless

and public career. The “Hard Times" of

of fate that Henry Greenebaum, the man 
who had done most for the community, 
should have been dealt the hardest blow 
of all. The failure in 1877 of Henry 
Greenebaum’s banks—the German Na- 
tional and the German Savings, two of 
Chicago's strongest banking institutions 
—surprised and shocked all. The failure 

in the Humboldt Park district whose

Greenebaum anticipated. Failing to real* 
ings, when money tightened, the banks

were obliged to suspend business. The 
liabilities of over a million dollars, how- 
ever, Henry Greenebaum assumed per- 
sonally, all depositors being paid in full. 
His entire fortune was swept away and 
he found himself obliged to start all over

fortune and attained a leading financial

faced the sudden change in his material 
condition, in adversity as in prosperity 
showing the same magnanimous and un- 
conquerably cheerful qualities, and by the 
manner in which he strove on won even 
greater esteem and admiration than had

At this time when a spirit of depression 
and cheering

news was therefore thrice welcome, the 
anxieties of the United Hebrew Relief 
Association, especially with regard to the 
reestablishment of the hospital, the out- 
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relieved by help that came from an un- 
expected source, and the name of Michael 
Reese, which had seldom been mentioned 
in the community, suddenly loomed 
larger than any other. Michael Reese 
in his lifetime was of an uncommunica-

was a powerful man, over six feet tall, 
standing out not only because of his 
height and vigorous figure, but also be- 
cause of a broad slouch hat he wore well 
down on his forehead, giving him a secre- 
tive and sullen appearance. In his early 
days he had been tricked by a partner and

rience had made him sus- 
most every conversation 

he invariably coun- 
seled against part- 

nets, even against 
life - partners.

During the

Sinai Temple, Indiana Avenue and Twenty-first Street

short time he was in Chicago before leav- 
ing for California, where he let others 
dig for gold while he bought real-estate, 
he was known simply as being the brother 
of the six Reese sisters, all of whom were 
active workers in the Chicago community 
and known for their genuine philan- 
thropy. To the surprise of all, when 
Michael Reese died on shipboard while 
making a trip to Europe in 1878, it was 
learned that he had left to two of his 
nephews, Henry L. Frank and Joseph 
Frank, sons of his sister, Mrs. Eliza 
(Reese) Frank, the sum of $30,000 to be 
devoted to charitable purposes in Chi-

of the fund to decide upon the form of 
charity to which it should be applied. 
Henry L. Frank at once made up his 
mind to do all in his power to devote it 
to the hospital. He was one of the most 
active workers to establish the first hos- 

ground, in his mind every other piece of 
communal endeavor was subordinate to 
replacing it as soon and as substantially 

his brother to give his consent to use the 

the hospital. The Frank brothers then

by Michael Reese, for the new hospital 
on the condition that it should bear the 

name of their uncle. This offer was 
accepted, especially when it

: reinforced by an- 
other offer made by 
Jacob Rosenberg, 
brother - in - law of 
Michael Reese, and 
Mrs. Henriette Ro- 
senfeld, wife of Levi 
Rosenfeld and sister 
of Michael Reese, to 
whom an additional 
sum of $200,000 was
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was also to be devoted to charity, the

Mrs°f
$50,000 of the amount entrusted to them, at this time, the outlook for it being any- 
as an endowment fund for the hospital, thing but bright in the late ’70s. '!'he 
also on condition that it bore the name of expected stimulating results of the adop- 
Michael Reese. Thus,

institutions
these being, in order, going south—the 
Standard Club, on Michigan Avenue and 
Thirteenth Street; B'nai Sholom, a block 
farther south; Sinai Temple, at Indiana 
Avenue and Twenty-first Street; K. A. 
M., five blocks south, and the Michael 

Reese Hospital, farther east on Twenty- 
ninth Street—all substantial institutions 
of which any community could be proud.

Sinai was not in the best of condition 

tion of Sunday services did not material- 
ize. Laemmle Mayer, shameth of Sinai, 
known and loved in the community tor 
his wit, observed that Sinai was the most 
religious body in Chicago because it • 
was closed on Shabboth. Dr. Kohler, 
discouraged by the falling off in attend- 
ancc and interest, and thinking a more 
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promising field awaited him in New 
York where he was offered the post of 
rabbi of Beth El in succession to his 
father-in-law, the noted Dr. Einhorn, 
sent in his resignation to Morris Selz, 
then president of Sinai Congregation. 
The resignation was accepted, to take 
effect June 30, 1879, and Sinai began to 
look around for Dr. Kohler's successor,

a special meeting held February 19,1880, 
as follows:

Among the applications received was 
that of a young minister, twenty-eight 
years old who was then officiating at 
Adath Israel Temple in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, his first charge. His application 
received special attention because he was 
the son of Dr. Samuel Hirsch of Phila- 
delphia, a dominant figure in radical 
réform circles whose views as presented 
by Dr. Chronic had won over the mem- 
bers of Sinai. And thus on July 25, 1880, 
Dr. Emil G. Hirsch was elected rabbi 
for a term of ten years, as Dr. Kaufman 
Kohler had been chosen, and at a salary 
of $3,800 a year, $400 a year less than 
Dr. Kohler received when he left Sinai. 
The younger Hirsch, shortly after his 
election, came to Chicago. He then and 
for some time after wore a beard, as a 
beardless rabbi then would have been a 
greater innovation than were the Sunday 
services, and less able to get a hearing

even in a radical reform congregation. 
He preached his inaugural sermon erev 
Rorh Haehonah, September 5, 1880, and 
at once his magnetic personality exerted 
its appeal. The sermon was in English 
and it revealed its deliverer as a master of 
that tongue although trained in a Ger- 
man university. This created almost as 
deep an impression as the content of the 
sermon, which was a well-reasoned and 
forceful presentation of the duty of 
Judaism to go forward and fulfill its

Thus, Dr. Emil G. Hirsch entered 
Chicago with a rousing battle-cry and at
It was evident from the outset that such 
an intellect and such a personality would 
make Sinai a force in the community. 
This promise was fulfilled, and Dr. 
Hirsch began a career in Chicago that 
became more brilliant with each succeed- 
ing year until he and Jewish Chicago 
came to mean the same thing in the minds
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A few years before Dr. Hirsch’s com- 

appearance, who, however, did not 

efforts along literary as well as rabbinical 
lines. This man was Rabbi Henry Ger- 
soni, who ably filled the pulpit of B’nai 
Sholom during the years 187880־ while 
Rabbi Messing was away from Chicago. 

weekly and was in English. It. cham- 
chance to attack and even to abuse all who 
held reform views. It was the first Eng- 
lish-Jewish paper to make its appearance 
in Chicago and was followed in 1879 by 
Chicago's first Yiddish paper, the lirae• 
liliiche Prene which made its appearance 
weekly, its publishers being N. B. Ettel- 
sohn and S. L. Marcus. It lasted only a

Rabbi Gersoni established and edited a 
weekly Jewish paper in Chicago, in Eng- 
lish and German, the Jeieiih Advance, 
that commanded wide respect. Its first 
issue appeared June 14, 1878, published 
by Max Stern. This publication had to 
be given up in 1881 because of lack of 
support. It was succeeded in 1882 by a 
monthly, the Maccabean, also edited by 
Rabbi Gersoni, which lasted less than a 
year.. There was another Jewish paper

Occident which first appeared in 1874, 
the publishers at first being M. Hoffman 
and Julius Silversmith. The former soon 
retired and the latter conducted it alone 
for a number of years. It appeared 

few months, the Yiddish-reading public 
in Chicago and vicinity then and for some

bers to support a Yiddish paper even had

By the year 1880, five Jewish publications 
had appeared in Chicago, in the follow- 

dent, Jewiih Advance, Iiraelitiiche 

the Occident alone survived these early 
journalistic attempts but its days, too, 
were numbered.

If the Jews of Chicago were not over-

during the *70s, little difficulty was found 
in establishing new congregations, three
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being added to Chicago's total during the 
decade after the fire. Two of these were 
formed by members of the German-

group, the latter being the first of its kind

Anshe Emeth, Emanuel, and the "Rus- 
sische Shut" Their establishment marks 
the advance and the increase of the Jew- 
ish settlement on the West Side and on the 
North Side.

Anshe Emeth Congregation was 
formed in 1878 to meet the need of those 
who had advanced to what was then the 
“far North Side” on Division Street. 
Services were first held in Phoenix Hall, 
202 Division Street, and the Reverend 
A. A. Lowenheim was the first rabbi.

Emanuel Congregation was formed by 
fourteen members in October, 1880, first 
worshipping in a rented hall at the corner 
of Blackhawk and Sedgwick streets. The 
first president was Zacharius Zinzheimer. 
It was a number of years before either 
Anshe Emeth or Emanuel had a house 
of worship of its own. Their story there-

as Anshe Kneseth Israel, one of the lead-



As :he Riis; an population grew. however, 

pcred and built a substantial house of 
worship on Clinton and Judd streets.

In the fall of 1880, when Dr. Hirsch 
came to Chicago, the total Jewish popu- 
lation of Chicago is estimated to have 
been about ten thousand. This figure, 
approximate of course, is given in the 
first attempt to estimate as nearly as pos- 
siblc the number of Jews in the United 
States, made by a committee of the Board 
of Delegates of American Israelites and

as the total or close to the total of Jews 
of all groups living in Chicago in 1880, 
it is impressive in comparison with the 
“not more than 200” reported to be living 
in Chicago by Leopold Mayer, a careful 
observer, when he came here in 1850.

The inhabitants of Chicago in 1880 
numbered 500,000. The Jews of Chicago, 
thus, formed only two per cent of the 
general population, but that two per cent 
was of Chicago’s very best. During the 
four decades that Jews had lived in Chi- 
cago there was still to be entered a Jewish

the Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gâtions. The committee’s report was pub- 
lished in September, 1880, Statistics of 
the Jews of the United Stales. This re- 
port estimated 12,625 Jews to be living in 
Illinois in 1880, 10,000 in Chicago and

name in the criminal records of the city, 
county and state. And city, county, state, 
and nation had already learned the tran- 
scendant qualities of the Jews of Chicago 
in public service as well as in communal 
life, had entrusted to them important

the rest in Rock Island, Peoria, Quincy 
and Springfield. There is no way of 
knowing if the “Russian” Jews were in- 
eluded in this total and if so, what pro- 
portion their number was of the total. If 
we take the number given in this report

civic responsibilities, and elevated some 
of its members to high rank and station. 
President Grant named General Edward 
S. Salomon, the hero of Gettysburg, Gov- 
ernor of Washington Territory, the first 
American Jew to fill such a distinguished
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Federal post; Governor Oglesby named cago, by 1880, brilliant and far-reaching 
Henry Grecnebaum a member of the first as it was, was only a beginning. The ten 
State Board of Equalization; Joseph Pol- thousand then here were soon doubled 
lack succeeded General Salomon as Clerk and quadrupled, and as the numbers 
of Cook County after the latter had grew, great institutions were added to 
served in that office for two successive those already doing their useful work in 
terms; Berthold Lowenthal was named the community, and brilliant leaders were 
by the mayor, a member of the Public added to the illustrious roll of Chicago’s

South Town of Chicago; and Jacob Ros- 
enberg was elected aiderman of the Sec- 
ond Ward on the Municipal Reformers' 
ticket in 1878.

But what had been achieved, individ- 
ually and collectively by the Jews of Chi- 

greatest Jews and citizens. The Jews of 
Chicago, as Dr. Hirsch so fittingly said in 
his first utterance in Chicago, at the close 
of the decade we have been considering, 
looked forward, and none did more to 
help lead the community forward in the 
years that followed than the man who 
sounded that inspiring slogan.



CHAPTER VII

The First Great Russian Influx—1881-1891

Opening of the Michael Reese Hospital-Young Ladies’ Aid Society (Chi- 
cago Woman’s Aid)—Ideal. Lakeside, and West Chicago Clubs — The 
Moses Montefiore Centennial—Moses Montefiore Hebrew Free 
School—Jewish Training School—The “Joined Conference of Jewish 
and Christian Clergymen"—The Blackstone Memorial—Pre-Herzlian 
Zionism—Russian Refugees—First Hungarian and South Side Hebrew 
Congregations—Baron Hirsch Woman's Club.

FTER the cornerstone-laying 
of the Michael Reese Hospital, 
November 4, 1880, the pro- 
motors of the hospital found 

ceremonies took place in the presence of

people, only about one hundred being 
present on the historic occasion. This 
may have been attributable in great part 
to inclement weather. But there was an- 
other reason for the small attendance. In 
spite of the fact that the offers of the 
Michael 'Reese trustees left the manage- 
ment of the hospital to the United 
Hebrew Relief Association, free from

for not contributing insisted upon view- 
ing the hospital as a Rccsc family affair. 
Some went so far as to hint that since 
apparently there was plenty of Reese 
money to complete the hospital, these 
funds should be drawn upon instead of 
the “heirs” looking to the community for 
help.

This did not deter the promoters of the 
hospital from going ahead with the work. 
Towards the end of the year when the 
building had been erected to the roof, 
and it was necessary to raise $15,000 
(besides the $40,000 on hand) to com- 

plcte the building, a call was sent out for 
a mass meeting to be held at Sinai Tern- 
plc, Sunday afternoon, December 26. 
Only seventy-five people appeared at this 
meeting, but they made up in détermina-

Grccnsfcldcr, president of the United 
Hebrew Relief Association, opened the 
meeting and turned over the chair to M. 
M. Gerstley, whom it had become a com- 
munity tradition to have preside at all 
public gatherings of importance. God- 
frey Snydackcr was the first to speak, and 
he voiced the sentiment of the meeting 
when he showed the utter unworthincss 
of the opinion expressed in some quarters, 
"The Michael Reese ‘heirs’ have com- 
menccd the hospital ; now let them com- 
plcte it and run it.” He suggested in view 
of the fact that $13,000 had been raised 

another fair be held which he had no 
doubt would produce the $15,000 needed.

Several of the speakers who followed 
Snydackcr, however, showed the unde- 
sirability of a fair, none in a more con- 
vincing way than Henry L. Frank who 
pointed out the evils of fairs with the 
inevitable attendant activities of politi- 
cians. He also treated in a humorous 
way the feeling in some quarters that the
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Michael Reese “heirs” should complete It is interesting to note that among the
the task, by telling a story of a man who contributors were Dr. Gcrsoni of the
had saved a widow's son from drowning B'nai and F. Kiss.
and then was asked by the widow to go in Francis Kiss was the hard-working super- 
after the boy’s hat seen floating on the intendent of the United Hebrew Relief 
surface of the water. On behalf of his Association who had served in that capac- 
mother, Mrs. Eliza Frank, he made an jty with great devotion and efficiency 
offer to contribute $1,000 to help com- 
pletc the hospital, and $1,000 more if the 
sum of $23,000 were raised.

Bicrsdorf, it was decided to raise the 
money needed by subscription. Max 
Meyer pointed to the fact that $16,000 
had been raised by subscription for the 
first hospital, and that if that amount 
could be raised twelve years before, they CWjj^OMil 
ought now to be able to raise $50,000. »'*“!!“‘"^1 «wi״
Mayer Klein led the call for contribu- 
tions by stepping up to the secretary’s 
desk and laying down a five-dollar bill, 
observing that it was “enough to buy a 
dozen spoons” for the hospital. In fifteen 
minutes the sum of $7,000 was raised,
sixty per cent of which was contributed by > tmu of (dead■ and ■dmiw*.

lowing were the contributions : 
Ma EI>M Frank

Iwk Grerwteldar

Empota M»■־׳.
Godtrr» Sovdaeker

:00 
» 

:00

Dr Ganoni 
Cha.tr. Hur

ever since the first fire. He was the first 
outstanding professional . social service 

felt throughout the community during 
the years of his active service which con- 
tinued down to the formation of the 
Associated Jewish Charities in 1900.

The meeting at Sinai adjourned after 
a committee headed by Dr. Hirsch, 
Abraham Hart, and Isaac Grecnsfelder 
had been named to solicit further contri- 
butions in the community. The commit- 
tee succeeded in raising $10,000.

The formal dedication of the Michael 
Reese Hospital took place Sunday after- 
noon, October 23, 1881. Mayor Carter 
H. Harrison, the elder, was present, as 
was also Dr. Hirsch, and both made ad- 
dresses, appealing to all present to enter 
their names in the “Golden Book of Life” 
presented to the Hospital by Lazarus 
Morganthau of New York City, who was 
widely known for his philanthropic activ-



ity. These appeals were successful and 
the sum of $3,000 was raised by this 
means. The architect turned over the key 
of the Hospital to Isaac Greensfelder, 

Henry Gradle, and James N. Hyde. Dr. 
Schmidt had rendered priceless service 
ever since the first hospital was erected,

staff could not have been chosen. The

Newman, recording secretary of the U. consulting staff consisted of Professors 
H. R. A., declared in his speech that “the Edmund Andrews, Roswell Park, and
pillow of the Jew, the Christian, and 
atheist would be smoothed by the s 
gentle hand.” Dr. Felsenthal also sp

cago Medical 
kdams Allen,

as did Dr. Liebman Adler, Rabbi Ï 
den, Dr. Bonnheim, then in chargt 
Beth El, and Dr. Ignatz Grossman, ׳ 
rabbi of B’nai Abraham Congregatic 

Practically all the officials of the 
pital were non-Jcws, and the obstruct 
ists seized upon this . circumstance 

first superintendent and matron ch 
were Mr. and Mrs. Charles Erhardt, 
former had had fifteen years’ experi׳ 
in hospital management, and had < 
served as a member of the Lcgislal 
He was thoroughly competent, but 
fact that neither he nor his subordir 
in the hospital were Jewish, caused

staff of physicians and surgeons also, ׳ 
the exception of Dr. Michael M 
heimer, were non-Jewish, as folk 
Drs. Ernst Schmidt, Henry Ba

H.



William H. Byford, and Dr. Laskic 
Miller, of the Rush Medical College; 
Dr. S. D. Jacobson of the Cook County 
Hospital; Dr. A. J. Baxter, of the Alex- 
ian Brothers Hospital; and Dr. Henry 
Merckle—all leading specialists.

The final cost of the hospital was about 
$60,000, besides $7,000 for surgical in- 
struments imported from Europe on 
which a duty of $1,200 had to be paid 
and which were pronounced to be “the 
most complete collection in the West." In 

Chicago’s new and only Jewish hospital, 
“proclaiming the fact that the hospital 
knows no religious distinctions, but is free 
to all men, whatever their religious con- 
victions may be.” The flag also stood for 
something else that was most noble. It 
had been purchased and presented to the 
hospital by two young ladies, Carrie 
Schaffner and Rachel Haas, who had 
started out to raise subscriptions among 
the young people of Chicago for the flag. 
Succeeding in gathering $66, they spent

addition, almost $6,000 was spent for fur- 
nishing the hospital. It was at first in- 
tended to limit the cost of building the 
hospital to $40,000 but this could not be 
done, and Mrs. Henrietta Rosenfeld and 
Jacob Rosenberg, besides what they had 
already done, came to the rescue by pay- 
ing off $11,000 of the hospital’s liabilities 
and agreeing to pay any further obliga- 
tions incurred in erecting the hospital 
and putting it in proper condition.

When the hospital was dedicated, it 
was noticed that a fine, large, new Amcri- 
can flag floated over the building. This 
flag was pointed to as being symbolic of 

$25 of this amount for the flag, and de- 
voted the rest to furnishing one room of 
the hospital.

The Michael Reese Hospital may be 
said to have awakened the Jewish youth 
of Chicago to a sense of their communal 
duties and opportunities, and with the 
opening of the hospital they began to or- 
ganizc their forces. Through the efforts 
of Jacob Newman, recording secretary of 
the U. H. R. A., and others, a Young 
Men's Hospital Association was called 
into being that stood loyally by the hos- 

organization, besides Jacob Newman, 



were Louis E. Frank, Jacob 
Schnadig, A. G. Becker, Elias 
Lesern, Norbert Stieglitz, and Jo-

But a more powerful ally was 

Association which was formed in 

the backbone of the U. H. R. A. 

Emil G. Hirsch, Maurice Rosen- 

L. Frank, Eli B. Felsenthal, James 
Wolff, Charles Guthman, N. J. 

Soon after its formation it gave the 

for which it became famous. These balls 
were among the most brilliant social 
functions given in Chicago during the 
’80s and ’90s. The first charity ball was 
held March 15, 1882, in the famous large 
new Armory of Battery D, on Michigan 
Avenue and Monroe Street. ׳ Between

it. The Chicago Tribune gave a column 
and a half to it, describing in detail the 
costumes worn by the women and other 
features of the occasion, universally pro- 
nounced to be ”the most brilliant affair 
ever held under Jewish auspices in Chi- 
cago.” The receipts of this first charity 
ball were $25,000, the proceeds being 
turned over to the U. H. R. A. Thus the 
practice was inaugurated in Chicago of 
dancing “for sweet charity,” and many a 
substantial sum was realized in this way.

The charity balls did more than raise 
money; they also kept the Jews of Chi- 

est possible social standards, giving an 
impetus to the formation of several fine 
social clubs, such as the Lakeside, the 
Ideal, and the West Chicago clubs, all of 
which were active during the ’80s and 
early '90s.

The Ideal Club was formed on and for 
the North Side in 1883. Its clubhouse 
was first at 543 N. Clark Street, and later 
at 300 La Salle Avenue. Its organizers 
were Dr. Simon Strausser, first president; 
William I-oeb, Jacob Metzler, and E. C. 
Hamburgher.

The Lakeside Club rivaled the Stand- 
ard Club for a time, on the South Side. 
It was incorporated January 2, 1884. Its 
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first clubrooms were on the southeast 
comer of Wabash Avenue and Thirtieth 
Street. Later a palatial clubhouse, the 
finest of Chicago's Jewish social clubs, 
was erected at Forty-second Street and 
Grand Boulevard. Its leading spirits 
were Morris Beifeld, S. W. Rosenfels, 
Jacob L. Cahn, Samuel J. Kline, N. A. 
Mayer, Jacob Weil, Max Wolff, Conrad 
Witkowsky, Eli B. Felsenthal, Martin 
Meyer, and Charles Liebenstein.

The West Chicago Club (also formed 
at this time), as its name indicates, served 
the West Side. Its first clubhouse was at 
451 Washington Street between Sheldon 
and Ada streets. Later it was on Throop 
Street between Monroe and Adams 
streets, opposite Jefferson Park. The 
founders and leaders of this club were 
Philip Stein, Adolf Kraus, Levi Salo- 
mon, H. F. Hahn, and others. It lasted 
until the World’s Fair when, with the 
removal of its members to the South 
Side, it was given up and its ,building 
later sold.

In the year 1882, there was organized

its beginnings, was destined to grow into 

ential organizations. This was the Young 
Ladies’ Aid Society, the name of which 
was later changed to “Chicago Woman’s 
Aid.” It was established principally as a 
sort of Michael Reese Hospital auxiliary, 
the members visiting the patients therein 
and looking to their comfort and good 
cheer. The first president was Mrs. 
Henry Gcrstlcy, who held office during 
the first two years of the organization's 
existence. Under her guidance and that 
of the women who succeeded her as chief 
executive, the scope of the society’s effort 
widened until it included a wide domain 
of philanthropic and cultural interests not 
only in the Jewish, but in the general 
field. Many of its activities took on a 
non-sectarian character, until its member- 

which did not limit its interest to things 

taking place during the early ’80s in the 

which was then beginning to get its first

Russia that began with the year 1881 and 
continued intermittently during the next 
quarter of a century. We begin to find, 
mention of the “Russian refugees” as 

the period of eighteen months ending 
October 30, 1881. In that Report men- 
tion is made of Mrs. Henrietta Rosenfeld 
and Jacob Rosenberg contributing $200 

of the “Russian refugees,” and in the 
Report for the following year, it is stated 
that “our office is constantly crowded by 
refugees.” These were the advance 
guard of great hosts that the following 
years were to bring, whose number even-' 
tually was to constitute the bulk of 
Chicago’s Jewish population.

What the life of these earlier arrivals

south of Harrison Street, is told by one

and is today a prominent figure in the 
community. This man, Bernard Hor- 
wich, tells of arriving in Chicago and 
asking of a stranger where the Jews lived. 
He was directed west, where he was told 
the “greenhorns” were to be found. He
found elsewhere in Chicago. He was a

cumstances. He tells us :
Chicago, especially the West Side, then was a
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found some Jewish peddlers with their packs riding bcr of congregations shortly after their 
to or from their borines. Peddling junk and vege- arrival. The Russ-Polish and the Russian
tables, and selling various attic!« on street corners Jcws not only duplicated this intense de- 
also engaged numbenof our people. Being out on tQ (h(. 0)d fajth and established a

ÆEngS.’^Ï.X numb" of ^umb!e ?f 'h'ir 
were subjected to ridicule, annoyance and attacks of ״wn hut also evinced an ardent interestown, but also evinced an ardent interest 
àlïkinds’ in Jewish learning which resulted as

Many of the more sensitive of the Rus- early as 1883 in the establishment of the 
sian Jewish immigrants, unable to endure Dorshei Safrit Ha-Ibrith (Pursuers of 
the treatment accorded them, soon re- Hebrew Learning), the first Hebrew 
turned to Europe. Just as it took the literary society in Chicago. This society 
pluckiest spirit to meet the conditions that was called into being by Moses Dulsky 
prevailed in Chicago in the ’40s and to and Nathan B. Grossberg, two of the 
bear the inconveniences and hardships first teachers of Hebrew in Chicago; B. 
until Chicago should come into its own, Blumenthal, H. Paradise, Aaron Sehne- 
so, also the earlier Russian arrivals who dersky, and others, who were later joined 
remained here were called upon to en- by M. Ph. Ginzburg, Dr. A. P. Kadison, 
dure what only those of truly courageous Peter Wiernick, B. Horwich, his brother 
spirit could possibly face and eventually Harris Horwich, and others whose minds 
overcome. Thus, the opening chapter of were alive to philosophic and scientific
West Side Jewry is as heroic as the open- thinking.
ing chapter of Chicago Jewry in general. Farthest from their minds, however. 

The first Jewish arrivals in Chicago, as was the thought or desire to reform the 
we have seen, brought with them an in- old faith or make innovations therein, 
tense love of Judaism and founded a num- They loved the Loshon Ha-Kodesh, the
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keep that love and interest alive in Chi-

Felsenthal encouraged the formation of 
this Hebrew literary society. He at- 
tended its first meeting and was a fre- 
quent visitor at subsequent ones. A li- 
brary was at once opened on Canal and 
Polk streets, then the heart of the Russ- 
Polish and Russian settlement on the 
West Side, and fitted out with as great a 
number of Hebrew volumes and publica- 
fions as the means of the members per- 
mitted. What these means were can be 
judged from the fact that one of its mem- 
hers earned his living on a street corner 
selling stationery, and most of the other 
members had even less bountiful sources 
of income.

Despite these conditions, the society 
was kept up and soon became the center 
from which the most important move- 
ments looking to the betterment of life 
on the West Side and the advancement 
of Jewish life elsewhere, were launched. 
Thus the “refugees,” the poorest in Chi- 
cago in that day, as far as worldly goods 
went, were rich indeed in the things of 
the spirit. It was this that glorified the 

so-called “ghetto” and reconciled its 
members to their lot. Their life was 

ness duties which took them away from 

ventured beyond the “pale,” outside of 

years in danger. They* measured their 
steps even between their homes and their 
synagogues, breathing a sigh of relief as 
they safely reached either end of their 
journey. They were far from Russia, al- 
most as far as they could get, but they 
still lived in daily dread of constant dan- 
ger about them. Their timidity largely

which they lived. It took years to make 
them more confident of themselves. They

lived “across the river,” and the distance 
between them and their co-religionists 
southeast and north of the river was as 
great as if it were still an ocean which 
separated them. For many years this bar- 
rier remained. Marriage between “Rus- 
sians” and “Germans” was looked upon 
with almost the same deep aversion as in-

was regarded.
The conditions of American life and 

life in Chicago, however, made impossi- 
blc the erection of ghetto walls. Eventu- 
ally the river was crossed and finally it

One of the first events in Chicago that 
interested the new West Side as much, if 
not more than it did the older Jewish 
population, was the celebration of the 
hundredth anniversary of the birth of the

Montefiore. This notable celebration in
Chicago's Jewish annals took place on
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Sunday afternoon, October 24, 1884, the 
great humanitarian’s birthday. It was 
held at the finest hall in Chicago, the

Central Music Hall, a beautiful and spa- 
cious structure which had been designed 
by Dankmar Adler. The celebration was 
held under the auspices of the Chicago 
lodges of the B’nai B’rith, then number- 
ing eleven. A full account of the celc- 

ing three columns in small type on the life

umn furnishing details of the Chicago 
celebration. Philip Stein, chairman of

On the platform besides the presiding 
officers were the following:

A. G. Franklin

Dr. Max Heller
Dr. Emil G. Hirsch
Adolph Loeb 
Three flags were draped above the plat-

each end, and in the middle the flag of 
Zion of white and blue, called in the Tri- 
bunt's account, “the colors of Jerusalem.” 
A large portrait of Sir Moses Montefiore 
occupied the center of the stage and one 
of the features of the occasion was the 

tions of this picture as souvenirs. Dr. 
Hirsch's “panegyric” was the chief fea- 
turc of the celebration and worthily did 
the Titan of Sinai rise to the occasion, 
matching his remembered initial sermon, 
“The Crossing of the Jordan,” with his 
eulogy on the life of probably the greatest 
"Empires might come and go," declared 

and disappear revolutions might over* 
turn great nanons, but the great and high- 
er truths remain chat love, goodness, 
and charity are the strongest and most 
permanent forces of earth.” 11 !s interest- 
;ng to observe that Dr Hirsch then had 
no anti-ZioniMic bias as he developed tn 
later yeats, for in his eologv of Sir Moses 
Montefiore he said, ',He was 3 Jew and a 
patriot at the same time, and though a 
loyal subject of Queen Victoria, he 
looked forward to the day when the tribes 
would be gathered together in Jcrusa* 
1cm." Professor Swing, one of the most 
noted liberal religious leaders in Chi- 
cago, pronounced Sir Moses Montefiore’s 
life one of “one hundred years of moral 
beauty,” adding, “We Christians might 

man, if our religion did not forbid us to 

“such a man could not be found among 

in derision.”
Letters of regret at inability to attend

Bishop Cheney and Judge Prendergast, 
both of whom paid tribute to Sir Moses 
Montefiore and the people who num- 
bered such a man in their ranks. Other 
features of the memorable occasion were
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Moses Montefiore by Miriam Del Banco, of a Talmud Torah to bear the name of 

Moses Montefiore. In this work, all 
“sides” of Chicago took a hand, in es- 
tablishing in Chicago a permanent 
memorial to the great Jewish benefactor. 

The year 1884, which was featured by 
the Moses Montefiore celebration, saw 
the establishment of the Chicago Israelite 
as the Chicago edition of the American

ish gatherings.
Among the spectators in

which was established in New York City, 
November 21, 1879, had a considerable 
number of readers in Chicago, and main- 
tained a branch office here. The Occident 
was Still published. The Jewish Quarter- 
ly Review was also published in Chicago 
in 1884 and claimed a circulation of ten 
thousand. Perhaps the easiest thing in

was to add a cipher or two to the circula-

thus, although it took place 
years ago, was modern to ti 
having Eli sung, although t 
then rendered was not the < 

rivals who did not understan 
the proceedings but came aw 
pressions they did not soon fo 
dignified a Jewish celebrati! 
made. They carried this imp 
with them and from that 
prouder than ever before that 
Jews. It gave them their bearings in Chi- tion total which indicated the circulation 
cago and America. The first immediate desired rather than that possessed. Jour- 
result was agitation on the West Side and nalism was a precarious field, and evi- 
throughout Chicago for the establishment dently justified extreme measures.



Tn 1884, also, there appeared the first 
“directory” of the Jews of Chicago. This 
was a small publication of fewer than a 
hundred pages containing the names of 
the officers and members of the leading 
congregations and organizations of the 
time.! It appears to have been the inten- 
tion of its publishers, the Associated Jew- 
ish Press Bureau of which M. C. Reefer 
was general manager and D. Regens- 
burger advertising manager, to publish 

mention of several organizations that

all the leading ones.
It is valuable also for the complete lists 

of lodges of the various fraternal orders 

the women’s organizations and the liter- 
ary societies it mentions. Thus, all the 
lodges of the B’nai B’rith then in Chicago 
arc given, as follows: Ramah, Hillel, 
Maurice Mayer, Jonathan, Sovereignty, 
Oriental, Chicago, Northwestern, Her- 
der, and Abraham Aub. Two other im- 
portant fraternal orders are listed, the In- 
dependent Order Free Sons of Israel, and 
the Kcshcr Shel Barzel, the latter an in- 
fluential order in its day which, however, 
did not endure. Of the Free Sons of 
Israel, there were then nine lodges in 
Chicago, included in District Grand 
Lodge No. 2 of the Order, the Grand 
Master of which was Moritz Oester- 
reicher, an outstanding personality 
Jn1״ng ihc carle Girnliii -pc 11.111.־ lev.. 
of the West Side. These lodges were: 
Moses No. 18, Isaiah No. 22, Excelsior 
No. 29, Abraham Lincoln No. 49. Ger- 
mania No. 58, Garden City No. 59, Phoe- 
nix No. 79, Chicago No. 94 and Esther 
No. 7 (a woman’s lodge). The Kesher 
Shel Barzel had eight lodges in Chicago 
in 1884, included in District Grand 
Lodge No. 4 of the Order. These lodges 
were Noah No. 25, Garden City No. 49, 
Germania No. 83, Chicago No. 88, Etz 
Chaim No. 93, Teutonia No. 95, Enter­

prise No. 186, and Rebecca No. 1 (for 

the Zion Literary Society had rivals, 
these being the Progress Literary Society 

also the number and the names and ad- 
dresses of the members of the five leading 
congregations mentioned, from which it 
appears that Sinai led the rest with ISO 

for Zion, 92 for the North Side Hebrew 
Congregation, and 54 for B'nai Abraham. 
These 516 members and their families 
were the leaders of Jewish Chicago. 
Practically all were contributing mem- 
bers of the Michael Reese Hospital, 
whose roster in 1884 is therefore repre- 

appear in the community and the older 
ones to bring their notable work to a 
close. Dr. Liebman Adler was then re- 
tired, his seventieth birthday anniversary 
having been celebrated by K. A. M. Con- 
gregation in January, 1882, after which 
he was pensioned by the congregation. 
His place was filled by Dr. Samuel Sale, 
who entered upon his duties in 1883 and 
continued until 1887. In 1884, Dr. Max 
Heller was named associate rabbi of Zion 
Temple, and remained for two years 
when Dr. Felsenthal was pensioned and 
was succeeded by Dr. Joseph Stolz. 
In non-congrcgational activities Adolf 
Kraus came to the fore, being, in 1884,

B. B., and a power in Democratic politi- 
cal circles. Dr. Hirsch's position was 
already unique, becoming stronger with 
each succeeding year, his rapid and sub- 

gation indicating the regard in which he 
was held coupled with the fear of losing 
him. Although he was engaged for a ten- 
year period at a salary of $3,600, at the 
end of his first year of service his salary 
was raised to $4,500, a year later again 
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being raised to $5,000, and the following 
year to $6,000. Other salary increases 
rapidly followed until, in 1887, his salary 
was fixed at $12,000 a year for a ten-year 
period and Dr. Hirsch attained eminence 
as being the highest-salaried rabbi in the

The year 1885 was observed through- 
out Chicago as the city’s fiftieth anni- 
versary, 1835 being the year when Chi- 

the half-century that had passed, the Jews 
of Chicago could, in common with their 
non-Jewish fellow-citizens, look back up- 
on some notable collective achievements 
in addition to their individual efforts in 
the upbuilding of Chicago. But one of 
the things that the Jews of Chicago in 
1885 failed to do was to write the history 
of the Jewish community in detail up to 

. that time. What an invaluable document 
that would have been ! What a fund of

gone forever from the memory of all liv- 

sketch some of the more important hap- 

Henry Greenebaum, who read a paper 

ary 16, 1883, on “Early Happenings in 
Jewish Life in Chicago,” the first effort 
made to present an account of some of 
Chicago’s more salient Jewish activi- 
ties from the beginning. With true 
historic appreciation, he carefully kept a 
book of documents bearing upon the his- 
tory of the Jews of Chicago. The nature 
of these documents, however, and the 
present whereabouts of this collection are 
not known.

Just as the older community threw all 
its efforts into establishing a hospital and 
lavished upon it untiring and painstaking

so the Russ-Polish and Russian commu- 
nity on the West Side gave its best 
thought and effort to the founding of a 
Talmud Torah and did not rest until such 
an institution was firmly established. Be- 
sides a small Talmud Torah which was

established by the Beth Hamedrash 
Hagodol Ub'nai Jacob Congregation 
soon after its founding in 1867, a “He- 
brew Free School” was opened in the late 
70s in rented rooms in a house on Canal 
Street near Maxwell where instruction 
was given daily to thirty boys. This 
school was free in name only, for it was 
obliged to charge for the instruction in 
order to provide funds for its support.

The Moses Montefiore celebration 
caused the thought to come to some, of 
establishing a Talmud Torah that should 
bear the name of the great humanitarian 
and that should be worthy of such a 
name. The lead was taken by Jacob 
Cohen, then and for many years after, the 
leading spirit of the Mariampol Shut. 
Cohen was joined by Dr. A. P. Kadi-

son, Nachum Friedman, Moses Harris, 
Henoch Goodman, Morris Bergman, 
Marks Nathan and others, who united 
their efforts to establish the Moses Mon- 
tefiore Hebrew Free School. The new 
school was to continue the work of the 
older school on larger and more ade- 
quatc lines. The first school was still 
maintained but under great difficulties, 
complaints of neighbors being added to 
the financial troubles.

An ideal site was finally found on Judd 
near Clinton streets, opposite the Rus- 
sische Shut. William H. Kerfoot, the 
well-known Chicago realtor, owned the 
property, which he was then offering for 
sale. A committee headed by Jacob
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Cohen waited on Kerfoot to get the very 
lowest price at which he was willing to 
sell the property. When the purpose for 
which the property was intended was ex- 
plained to Kerfoot, he expressed a desire 
to visit the school to see what work it was 
doing. At the appointed time he 
appeared and asked if he 
would be allowed to ex- 
amine the pupils in He- 
brew, explaining that he

brew language which he 
had learned while he was 
being trained for the min-

He then conducted a 

tion and even corrected 

made by the pupils, to the 
astonishment of all present 
among whom were Dr. 
Bernard Felsenthal, Henry 
Grcenebaum, and other 
prominent persons. At the 
end of the examination, 
Kerfoot congratulated the 

announced he would donate 
$1,000 toward the purchase of the build- 
ing, reducing the price he asked for it 
from $3,500, a fair calculation, to 
$2,500. With a view to raising the 
money necessary to purchase the prop- 
erty, a committee waited upon Dr. 
Hirsch and Dr. Felsenthal and issued an

the Talmud Torah, as follows:
Tub Moses Montefiore School

With this appeal, Jacob Cohen, who 
had extensive business dealings with some 
of the leading business houses in Chicago, 
made a personal canvass of the business 
district, which netted a sum sufficient not 
only to buy and equip the building but 
also to pay the salaries of the teaching 
staff for a time. Lazarus Silverman, the 
banker, known for his scrupulous ortho- 
doxy (he “laid tephillin" every morning 
throughout his life), headed the list with 
a donation of one hundred dollars. He 
made his gift conditional upon instruc- 
lion being given to girls as well as to boys, 

future are taught the rudiments of He- 
brew and acquainted with the beauties of 
the Bible, the perpetuation of the Jewish 
spirit in this country is assured.” None 
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matched Silverman’s gift but a num- 
ber added their names, among these being 
Marshall Field, John V. Farwell, Lyman

seemingly subscribed to the old Jewish 
proverb that "the Torah is the best

And thus it was that the Moses Monte- 
fiore Hebrew Free School was estab- 
lishcd in Chicago as a permanent memo- 
rial to the noble Jew whose fame re-

sion of his hundredth birthday anniver-

only to the early efforts of the West Side 
community to afford its children adequate 
religious training, but also to the fine co­

thodox leaders of those days in bringing 
it into existence. It was the first time that 
the organized “West Side" had come to 
the “South Side” for help and received it. 
As the years passed, it came again and 
again, and never was it turned away until 
there finally grew up a feeling on the 
West Side that it ought to be able to take 
care of itself, and it proceeded to demon- 
strate to itself as well as to others, that it

While the efforts to establish the Moses 
Montefiore Hebrew Free School were 
being put forth, another important devel- 
opment took place in the life of the newer 
West Side which depended entirely for 
its continuance upon the support it re- 
ceived among the Yiddish-speaking cle-
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ment of the community. This was the es- 
tablishment in 1887 of a Yiddish paper, 

the first accomplished writer in Hebrew

Moses Montefiore Hebrew School

and Yiddish to come to Chicago. The 
Courier was first published weekly and 
its founder pluckily established it in spite 
of the fate that had overtaken the Israe-
lilische Presse, the first Yid- 
dish paper to be issued in Chi- 
cago. The conditions were 
now more favorable, for not 
only had there been a consid- 
erable increase in the Yid- 
dish-speaking population in 
Chicago, but the numbers 
were constantly being added 
to as successive waves of “ref- 
ugees” followed one another 
here. Zolotkoff set up a print- 
ing establishment in connec- 
tion with his paper, bringing 
his own Yiddish type from 
London, whence he came to 
Chicago. He thus provided 
the growing Yiddish-speak- 

important cultural instrumcn- 
tality that the members of the 
Dorshei Safrit Ha-Ibrith 
were not slow to avail them­

selves of, with the result that two years 
after the founding of the Courier, Zolot- 
koff was induced to bring out the first 
Hebrew paper published in Chicago, the 
Keren Or (Ray of Light). Only two 
issues appeared. It took more than en- 
thusiasm at the clubrooms of the Dor- 
shei Safrit Ha-Ibrith to support a He- 
brew paper. The Courier, however, 
continued with varying fortunes, later 
becoming firmly established as a daily.

The great influx of Russian Jews dur- 
ing the ’80s taxed the U. H. R. A. to the 
utmost, and set the more constructive

way of meeting the problem of congestion 
as well as that of immediate and tempo- 
rary relief. It was with the idea of put- 
ting the newcomers in a position to earn 
their own livelihood rather than of mere- 
ly doling out charity to them that the 
Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid Society of 
America was organized in the fall of 
1888. Among its leaders were Rabbi

B’nai Abraham Congregation in May of 
that year), Adolph Loeb, Dr. Hirsch, Dr.

Kà*JL, flees*
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Felsenthal, Israel Cowen, Marcus 
Freund, Henry N. Hart, Samuel Klaus-

ner and Jacob Simon. Rabbi Levy was 
chosen corresponding secretary and did 
the bulk of the work of the organization.

:d to the idea ofHe was <
helping Jews become farmers and gave 

society started to work at once with great. 
earnestness.

Shortly after it was founded, four 
families were given assistance in the 
purchase of eighty acres of land in 
southwestern Minnesota, and during the 
twelve years it was in existence the so- 
cicty continued to be of great help to 
those who in the words of Rabbi Levy, 

or unpromising and degrading peddling 
in the city and start out as farmers.” 
Thus, the spirit back of the early efforts 
to establish Jewish farmers in Schaum* 
burg, again manifested itself and was, as 
the Schaumburg experiment was not, 
productive of great good. Most of the 
farmers assisted by the society, or their 
descendants, are still following farming 
as their occupation and arc the possessors 
of fine farms in Illinois, Michigan, Iowa, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas.

Another constructive effort asserted it- 
self which had in view primarily the 
children of the immigrants. If it was* 
desirable to place as many families as pos- 
sible upon farms, it was also necessary to 
teach many others to earn their liveli- 
hoods. The promoters of this movement 
were practically all members of Sinai 
port through the influence of Dr. Hirsch, 
who from the beginning threw himself 
heart and soul into the work. The first 
meeting was held at Sinai Temple in 
1888, where all subsequent meetings were 
held, resulting in the establishment on 
firm foundations, of the Jewish Training 

community since the building of the 
Michael Reese Hospital.

The Jewish Training School was made 
possible by some initial large contribu- 
tions, as follows: Leon Mandel, $20,000;



THE FIRST GREAT RUSSIAN INFLUX
Max A. Mayer, $10,000; and Emanuel ber applied for admission. Eleven hun- 
Mandel, H. A. Kohn, and Charles H. dred were finally admitted. It soon be- 
Schwab, $5,000 each. In addition to came known as a model school. Much of 
these, the Young Men’s Hebrew Charity its success was due to its beloved first 
Association raised the sum of $9,500 at principal, Professor Gabriel Bamberger, 
one of its annual charity balls. The who introduced the most advanced meth- 
school, located on Judd between Jcffcr- ods and technique in the school’s curricu- 
son and Clinton streets, in the heart of lum. In addition to the day school for
the crowded West Side, was dedicated 
October 20, 1890, and opened the follow-

children, a night school for adults was 
opened, ottering instruction in the Eng- 
lish language and American history as

Like the Michael Reese Hospital it well as in vocational subjects. This was 
was non-scctarian, admitting non-Jcwish one of the first night schools to be estab-
as well as Jewish children. There was lished in Chicago, and in its maintenance
no charge for instruction. Children the B’nai B’rith and the Jocbannah 
from the age of three to fifteen were ad- Lodge took a leading part. Many who 
mitted and offered a complete grammar are to-day prominent in Chicago’s profes- 
and vocational course of eleven years, sional and commercial life were gradu- 
with kindergarten provided for the ated from the Jewish Training School or 
youngest children. Seating capacity was attended its night school.
provided tor eight hundred but when the Among those who stood loyally by the
school opened its doors, twice that num- school (besides Dr. Hirsch, who ever
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properly regarded it with especial pride) 
and by their administrative skill as well 
as their liberality aided in making the 
school widely known and admired by 
progressive educators, were: Charles H. 
Schwab, first president; Henry L. Frank, 
who succeeded Schwab as president 
and served in that office for fifteen years ; 
Mrs. Emanuel Mandel; Joseph L. Gat- 
zert; Dr. Joseph Stolz, recording secre- 
tary from the beginning and for a num- 
ber of years; Henry Greenebaum; H. A.

Kohn; Julius Rosenthal, Mrs. J. Wede- 
les, Mrs. M. Loeb, Mrs. B. Loewenthal, 
Mrs. Harry Mayer, Mrs. Lee Mayer, 
Mrs. Joseph Spiegel and Mrs. M. Ro- 
senbaum.

ish Training School and in an appeal for

the school to be conducted properly, Dr. 
Stolz wrote as follows, indicating clearly 
the spirit back of the school :

While this great educational institution 
was being placed upon the proper foot- 
ing, pedagogically as well as financially, 
the Jews of Chicago were engaged in aid- 
ing a still greater institution of learning. 
This was the University of Chicago, then 
being re-organized, and, so to speak, re- 
founded. An account of the part played 
by Chicago’s Jews in calling the present 
University of Chicago into being is con- 
tained in Goodspeed ’s official history of 
the University. The leading share in this 
effort was borne by Eli B. Felsenthal, a 
graduate of the old Chicago University, 
class of ’78, whose efforts were rewarded 
by his being named on the first Board of

cago. The first formal step was taken 
when the officials of the University called 
upon Berthold Loewenthal, then presi- 
dent of Sinai, and one of the leading 
bankers in Chicago, who promised he 
would do all in his power to initiate a 

aid the University. Through the efforts 
of Loewenthal, Dr. Hirsch and Eli B. 
Felsenthal, a mass-meeting was held at 
the Standard Club on April 8, 1890, and 
there, on motion of Morris Selz, it was 
voted to raise the sum of $25,000. A 
Committee of Ten, named to solicit con- 
tributions, succeeded in two months in 
raising and turning over to the University 
the sum of $25,500, besides $1,500 that

the University who had made their in- 
dividual contributions prior to the organ- 
ized effort. Dr. Goodspeed says :

the Standard Club and the Jews generally were
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ing gratitude of the University for the 
help given, Dr. Goodspeed  wrote: 

the official history of the University and 
also in his letter to the Standard Club, 
that the officials of the University of Chi- 
cago looked upon the Jews of Chicago 
as having saved the school to the city.

The messianic character of the Jewish 
people was brought out the same year in 
most unexpected fashion at as strange a 
gathering as has ever been held in Chi- 
cago or elsewhere. As early as 1863, 
there was established in Chicago the 
Western Hebrew Christian Brotherhood, 
the result, Andreas says in his History of 
Chicago (Vol. II, p. 447), of a “desire of 
members of various Christian churches to 
convert Jews to Christianity." Andreas 

auxiliary to the Hebrew Christian 
Brotherhood of New York.” At the first 
meeting of the Western Hebrew Chris- 
tian Brotherhood, one Reverend G. R.

lightful.

It is clear from Dr. Goodspeed'! 
count of what the help of the Stan 
Club meant to the University as givt
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New York society. He claimed he had 
converted sixty Jews in three years. An- 
other speaker estimated the Jews in Chi- 
cago in 1868 to be about 12,000, when the 
fact of the matter is, there were only 
10,000 here in 1880.

An organized effort was then put forth 
to Christianize the Jews of Chicago. At 

secretary reported the conversion of four 
Jews out of 150 who had been visited and 
generously provided with tracts. For 
this, the sum of almost $1,500 had been 

spent. The most important thing done at 
the meeting was to declare by resolution, 

duty resting upon the whole Church of 
Christ." The work was continued in Chi- 
cago another year, however, and at the 
annual meeting held February 15, 1870, 
we are informed by Andreas, “the treas- 
urer, John Creighton, reported the 
receipts of the Society to have been 
$2,375.23 and the expenses the same, but 
no converts had been made during the

What became of the “Brotherhood"

still there and this took a strange turn dur- 
ing the period we are now considering, 
when the Reverend William E. Black- 
stone, who held himself out as a friend 
and champion of the oppressed Jew, pre- 
vailed upon the leading rabbis in Chicago 
to attend a “Joined Conference” of Jew- 
ish and Christian clergymen to make 
clear the differences between Jews and. 
Christians. Four sessions in all were 
held during the two days of November 
24 and 25, 1890, in the main hall of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church at the cor- 
ner of Clark and Washington streets.

The first session was held Monday af- 
ternoon, November 24, with the Rev- 
erend Mr. Blackstone in the chair. After 
an address by the Reverend E. P. Good- 
win on “The Attitude of the Nation and 
Christian People toward the Jews,” Dr. 
Felsenthal enlightened those present with 
a discourse on “Why Israelites Do Not

was opened with the reading of Psalm 25 
by Dr. Liebman Adler, Dr. Hirsch made 
an address on “The Religious Condition

Toward Christianity." The afternoon 
session of the second day, Tuesday, No- 
vember 25, was featured by an address 
by Dr. Stolz on "The Post-Biblical His- 
tory of Israel," which was followed by a 
discourse by the Reverend J. M. Cald- 
well, on, curiously, “Jerusalem and Pales- 
tine as They Are To-day and the Restora- 

sion held that evening, the Reverend 
David C. Marquis spoke on “Israel’s 
Messiah,” which was followed by an ad- 
dress “by an Israelite,” on “The Anti- 
Semitism of To-day,” after which Profes- 
sor H. M. Scott concluded the conference 
with an address on "Israelites and Chris- 
tians, Their Mutual Relations and Wei- 
fare; or Lessons of This Conference.”

Besides the rabbis mentioned, Rabbi 
A. J. G. Lesser, the venerable head of 
Beth Hamcdrash Hagodol Ub’nai Jacob, 
believing as did his less orthodox col­
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leagues that the occasion was a serious 
effort by liberal Christians to understand 
the Jewish point of view, contributed a

"B’akharith Hayamim" (“In the Last 
Days”), which dealt with Jewish hopes 
in a way that did credit to his scholarship 
and his loyal but liberal Jewish spirit. 
Rabbi Lesser’s learned treatise was trans- 
latcd for the occasion. Dr. Isaac S. Moses 

his own initiative, the Reverend Mr. 

up a memorial which should be signed 

Jews as well as Jews, and then presented 
to the President of the United States, ask- 
ing him to lend his good offices to the 
calling of a congress of the European 
powers which should give Palestine back 
to the Jews and thus make it possible for

tives of the promoters, respectfully de- 
clined to participate.

If the promoters of the conference ex- 
pected the rabbis who were present to join 
with their Christian confreres in some 
“unity” program on the lines of the lion 
and the lamb formula made famous by 
Dr. Solomon Schechter, they were quick- 
ly and completely disillusioned. The 
conference made it clear that Chicago's 
rabbis were more than equal to the oc- 
casion of presenting their faith with dig- 

were any open-minded persons present, 
they must have been powerfully moved to 
respect Judaism and the Jewish people.

The conference had one most unex- 
pected consequence which took on a na- 
tional character and had far-reaching re- 

the Jews, with Russia’s consent, to leave 
that land of tyranny, and to enter, occupy 
and control, with Turkey's consent, the 
old Jewish homeland. The tireless Black- 
stone spent several months in getting sig- 
natures to his memorial and the list of 
names he succeeded in securing was high- 
ly impressive, including the most eminent 
and influential men and women in Amer-
ica of that day.

Thus, long be
of America made itself heard through a 
Chicago clergyman who was moved to 
get an expression of American opinion 
on Russia’s oppression of its Jews. And

Zionism, Chicago was the scene of an 
effort to secure for the Jews a “legally 
assured and publicly recognized home in 
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Palestine.” Whatever may have been 
Blackstone's quixotic expectations as to 
the “fulfillment of prophecy” through his 
efforts, his memorial had a direct effect in 
the repeal by Russia of the expulsion 
edicts that had driven hundreds of thou- 
sands of Russian Jewish refugees to 
America and elsewhere. And it also 
started the first Zionist efforts in Chicago 
and in the United States.

We give the memorial in full together 
with some little known Chicago incidents 
connected with it. First the memorial :

What shall be done for the Russian Jews? It is 
both unwise and useless^to^undertake to^dictaje to

remain. She is determined that they must go. 
Hence, like the Sephardim of Spain,, these drhheaa- 

cient fertility. If they could h

The memorial was presented to Presi- 
dent Harrison March 5,1891, and at once 
trouble began.

Dr. Hirsch expressed regret that “such 
a memorial ever was composed and laid 
before the executive head of our govern- 
ment.” He called the proposal “ill-di- 
gested sentimentality,” and pronounced 
the scheme “visionary” and “a fool’s er- 
rand.” He objected to the phrase and 
claim that “Palestine belongs to the Jews 
as docs Bulgaria to the Bulgarians,” 
affirming briefly but emphatically that “it 
does not.”

Dr. Felsenthal took issue with Dr. 
Hirsch, although he made objection to 
some features of the memorial and the 
plan it offered to solve the Jewish prob- 
lem. The Reverend Mr. Blackstone per- 
sonally came to Dr. Felsenthal’s home 
and obtained his signature as he did that 
of a number of other Chicago Jews, all of 
whom however objected to the statement

frained from engaging in agricultural 



pursuits because they regarded themselves 
everywhere “merely as sojourners," and 
received the Reverend Mr. Blackstone’s 
promise to have the following statement 
added to the memorial: “Several peti- 
tioners wish it stated that the Jews did 

turies they were almost universally pro- 
hibited from owning and tilling land in 
the countries of their dispersion.” They 
affixed their signatures only on condition 
that this statement should be inserted. 
With this correction, Dr. Felsenthal ex- 
pressed himself as satisfied with the 
memorial and waxed enthusiastic about 
the prospect of having Jewish colonies in 
Palestine, declaring, “The Jewish colo- 
nies in Palestine—Hail to them! May 

they flourish! May they bring happiness 
to those who dwell in them!"

Dr. Hirsch said he too favored coloni- 
zation but not restoration, and made the 

der the old true orthodox belief—here on 
Canal Street or in the stockyards, the full 

should not object as long as we were not 
asked to declare that that form of Jewish 
service was the legitimate and only legiti- 
mate form of Jewish worship. And that 
was implied in Blackstone’s memorial." 
This stand taken by Dr. Hirsch singled 
him out for attack not only in Chicago 
but throughout the country, and from that 
time on he was frequently the center of

Great enthusiasm was manifested on 
the West Side for the memorial and a 
great mass-meeting was held under the

Zion formed soon after the memorial ap- 
peared, which was addressed by Dr. Fcl- 

stein, and others. Dr. Felsenthal was 
made an honorary member of the society 
which by May 1, 1891, numbered over 
two hundred members and which de- 
elared its object to be “to aid in the res- 
toration of Palestine by assisting refugees 
who go to that country׳.” A little later a 
junior organization known as the “Sons 
of Zion” was organized as an auxiliary of 
the Chicago “Chovcve.” It soon num-

The ]{eform Advocate,
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bered close to a hundred members and 
met every Sunday at 147 Twelfth Street.

Thus, Jewish life in Chicago took on 
a new character. Fundamental differences 
asserted themselves. This change had ap- 
peared before the community was stirred 
and divided by the Blackstone Memorial. 
Although splendid work was being done 
for the West Side by the Jewish Agricul- 
turists’ Aid Society and the Jewish Train- 
ing School, as well as by the United He­

brew Relief Association (since 1888 
known as the United Hebrew Charities), 
there was a growing feeling on the West 
Side that the time had come for it to give 
as well as to receive. This feeling was in- 
tensified by what was felt on the West 
Side as the peremptory fashion in which 
the officials of the United Hebrew Char- 
itics dealt with applicants for aid. This 

finally the pride of the West Side asserted 
itself and an independent relief organize- 
tion by, and for, the West Side was 
formed in 1889 under the name “Zedoko 
Kololoth," the first central West Side re- 
lief organization. The work of this or- 
ganization was commended by the United 
Hebrew Charities which welcomed it

The work done is all the more credit- 
able in view of the scanty resources 
available for charity in those days on the 
West Side. It took a long time to educate 
the Jews of the West Side to give liberal- 
ly to charity. In the days when the Zedoko 
Kololoth struggled to uphold the honor 
of the West Side, nickels and dimes were 
the rule and dollars the exception. The 
most liberal subscribers to the Zedoko 
Kololoth when it was established, were 
Marks Nathan and Abram Lipsky, whose 
benefactions of $60 a year each were

Side was Abbe Liberman who was re- 
ferred to as the “Russian millionaire phil- 
anthropist.” During the winter months 
he distributed hundreds of tons of coal to 
the poor, through the shub, continuing 

in the broader community were more 
munificent but none had a warmer heart 
for the poor or was helpful in more 
timely fashion. This spirit marked the 
work of the Zedoko Kololoth from the be-

While the Reverend Mr. Blackstone 
was getting signatures to his memorial,
the first.
American Jews were initiated looking to 
the amelioration of their lot. February 

conventions assembled in Philadelphia, 
resulting in the establishment of the Jew- 
ish Alliance of America. Chicago was 
represented at this convention by Dr. A. 
P. Kadison and Abraham Bernstein, and 
a prominent figure at its sessions was 
David Blaustein, then living in Boston, 
who was later to come to Chicago. An- 
other great convention called by the 
Baron de Hirsch Fund met in New York, 

Silverman was vice-president of this con- 
vention. the other Chicago representatives 
being Adolph Loeb and Julius Rosen- 
thal. This convention resulted in the for-
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Ameliorating the Condition of Russian 
Refugees, from which later the Ameri- 
can Jewish Committee was formed.
. These two separate national conven-

ganizations in Chicago to aid the Russian 
refugees. One of these was the Chicago 
branch of the Jewish Alliance of Amer-

the Ruuischc Shu!, May 29, 1891, which 
added 160 new members to the organiza- 
tion and brought its total up to 300. This 
meeting was addressed by Dr. Felsenthal, 
Henry Grecnebaum, Dr. I. S. Moses, Dr. 
A. R. Levy-, Leon Schlossman, then presi- 
dent of District Grand Lodge No. 6,1.0. 
B. B., and others. The Reverend Mr. 
Blackstone again appeared with some 
“tracts” and was permitted to address the 
meeting. His conversionist propaganda, 
however, fell on deaf ears. The Chicago 
branch of the Jewish Alliance of Amer- 
ica was finally merged in a general city 
organization known as “The Society in 
Aid of the Russian Refugees,” formed 
August 23, 1891, under the following of- 
ficers and directors :

JjeobR^rg }Vjcc.ploidcnts

Rabbi A. Norden, Secretary

Joseph Beiield 
Dr. B. Felsenthal

Adolph Kraus

Dr. Emil G. Hirsch
H. A. Kohn

Addph Bo^dT'"" Dr. Joseph Stolz 
Albert Weil

D. Goldstein
On September 4, 1891, an office was 

opened on Jefferson Street close to the 
Sheltering Home. Tn charge of the office 

H. Eliassof, manager. The society con- 
ducted its relief work in conjunction with 
the Sheltering Home, established by the 
Chicago Branch of the Jewish Alliance 
of America where accommodations were 
provided for those in need of help. The 
manner in which the society functioned,

is indicated by the following statement 
of its work by the manager :

During the year and a half the society 
was in existence over six hundred families 
were aided. About a third of these were 
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provided for outside Chicago through the 
efforts of a traveling agent who visited 
communities in surrounding states. Many 
paid back what they had received when 
they were able to do so. In all, $30,000 
was spent by the society and never was 
money used to better account. President 
Loeb later said that no trouble was expe- 
nenccd in securing contributions and

L. Marks

that if the emergency had continued, du- 
plicate contributions could have been se- 
cured. The heart of the Jews of Chicago 
when touched by the plight of their help- 
less brethren responded then, as it has al- 
ways since, to the full.

Deep as was the concern felt and great 

sian refugees, coming seemingly in an 
endless stream, and whose heavy draft on 
the community was honored without 
question and without delay, many other 
important activities were carried on in 
the late ’80s and cjrly ’90s that call for 
brief mention.

Among the new congregations, formed 

in 1888, were the First Hungarian Con- . 
gregation, Agudath Achim (founded 
September 1) and the South Side He- 
brew Congregation, Anshc Dorum, es- 
tablished two weeks later (September 
12). The former reveals for the first time 
the presence of Hungarian Jews as well 
as Russian Jews on the West Side, and 
the latter indicates the beginnings of the 
settlement of Russian Jews on the South 
Side, although this congregation did not 
consist exclusively or primarily of Rus- 

he First Hungarian Congrega- 
hipped first on Maxwell Street, 
South Side Hebrew Congrega- 
met in a rented hall at 3106 

lie Street, its charter members

H. Silver 
F. A. Sommerfeld

these new congregations were 
med, the older ones were cele- 

brating important anniversaries and giv- 
ing evidences of expanding life. Thus, on 
May 16,1886, Sinai celebrated its twenty- 
fifth anniversary, featured by the pres- 
cnce of Dr. Samuel Hirsch, father of 
Sinai's brilliant young leader who in a 
few years had raised Sinai to the rank of

ica. The elder Hirsch made an address 
in German, and he was so well pleased 
with the reception he received and the 
congregation was so attracted to him, that 
he and Mrs. Samuel Hirsch came to Chi- 
cago, March 23, 1888, to spend their last 
days here. These days for the elder 
Hirsch were not destined to be long for 
he died a year after he settled in Chicago, 
May 14,1889. He was buried at Rosehill 
and over his grave, on September 6, 1890, 



Sinai Congregation raised a shaft on 
which were recounted his services to Ju- 
daism as he understood it and consistently 
and fearlessly presented it throughout his 
longlife.

K.A.M., which was rapidly approach- 
ing the first half-century of its existence, 
outgrew its temple on Indiana Avenue 
and Twenty-sixth Street as it had out- 
grown its earlier homes. It sold its third 
temple to B'nai Sholom Congregation 
March 16, 1890, and on June II, 1891 
(erevShebuoth), dedicated its fourth 
temple at the southeast corner of Indiana 
Avenue and Thirty-third Street, erected 

its ccmctçry of twenty acres presented to 
the congregation in 1889 by Jacob Rosen- 
berg, its venerable vice-president. The 
excellent condition of the historic congre- 
gation, the oldest in Chicago, was due

to M. M. Gerstlcy, who had served the 
congregation continuously for thirty years 
and now laid down the reins of office 
with his farewell speech at the dcdica- 
tion. Henry N. Hart was elected the fol- 
lowing September to succeed K. A. M.’s 
greatest president, and entered upon a 
service that was almost as long and as
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the World's Fair during which Chicago in the Chicago Jewish community but in

of the world.
Dr. Hirsch’s talents at this time took a 

turn in another important direction. Since

quent contributor to various publications, 
Jewish and otherwise, chiefly to Die 
Zeitgeist, an influential and scholarly 
Jewish publication published in Milwau- 
kee and edited by Dr. Isaac S. Moses be- 
fore the latter came to Chicago to take 
charge of K. A. M. To meet the need of 

that phase of thought which Sinai con- 
gregation has learned to follow," the 
Reform Advocate made its appearance 
February 20, 1891, with Dr. Hirsch as 
its editor. The publishers of the Reform 
Advocate were Charles E. Bloch and E. 
Newman, both of whom had previously 
been identified with the Israelite. Thus, 
Chicago was well supplied with Jewish 
papers, having three weeklies in English,

Advocate, and one daily in Yiddish, the

F
forts to his paper and soon placed it in the 
very front rank of Jewish journalism. For 
a long time it was the publication of cul- 

sen that by 1884, be-

Order Free Sons of Israel and the Kesher 
Shel Barzel were well represented in 
Chicago. These were soon followed by 
two other national Jewish orders, the Or- 
der B’nai Abraham and the Somech No- 
Him, both of which rapidly added to their 
Chicago membership. These orders were 
recruited chiefly from the Russian com- 
munity. Both profited from the decline 
of the Kesher Shel Barzel, which lasted 
only a few years. The Somech Noflim 
too had a limited existence but for a time 
prospered and was influential.

The ranks of the women’s organiza- 
tions were also augmented during the 
’80s by the formation of the Baron Hirsch 
Woman’s Club in 1889, Mrs. Morris 
Hecht, Mrs. Emma B. Mandi, Mrs. 
Minnie Felsenthal, Mrs. Leonora Riese, 
and Mrs. Rosa Jonas taking the lead in 
it. Like the Deborah Verein and the 
Jochannah Lodge, the Baron Hirsch 
Woman's Club joined the United He-



brew Charities and proved an invaluable 
addition.

Several other outstanding events oc- 
currcd during the period we have been 
considering which have not been treated 
in what precedes. Among these were

1883 of Max Polachck as Consul General 
at Ghent, Belgium, and the appointment 
by Mayor Roche of Charles Kozminski 
as a member of the Board of Education 
on which Kozminski served as chairman 
of the important Finance Committee. He 
was instrumental in securing the passage 

of the first effective compulsory cduca- 
tion law, the Superintendent of Cômpul- 
sory Education in Chicago for a number 
of years being A. E. Frankland.

Deaths of notables in this period, be- 
sides that of Dr. Samuel Hirsch, were the 
of K. A.SM® June 27/1884; Mre' Ger- 
hard Foreman, April 5, 1886; Levi 
Rosenfeld, August 17, 1887; Morris L. 
Leopold, first president of K. A. M., Sep- 
tember 15, 1889; and Mrs. Jacob Rosen- 
berg, January 16, 1890. Mrs. Rosenberg 
was one of the first to be laid to rest in the 
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large cemetery presented to K. A. M. 
Congregation by her husband shortly be- 
fore her death.

The Chicago Jewish community thus 
entered the '90s with many old faces and 
forces gone but with others in their places 
ready to serve as faithfully and as fruit- 
fully as had those who went before. Many 
of the old leaders were still left and some

ness the great developments in the life of 
the Jews of Chicago. Not only was the 
community already rich in those institu- 
tions that are essential to Jewish life, but 
these and others that revealed an enlight- 
and conducted with efficiency as well as 
with zeal. Thus standards were set which 
proved that Chicago's Jewish life was es- 
tablished on a substantial foundation.

With the Michael Reese Hospital and the 
Jewish Training School, the Jews of Chi- 
cago demonstrated that not only were 
they liberal givers but master-builders as 
well, reaching out for and satisfied only 
with the best. They had shown that a 
Jewish institution could be as well con- 
ducted as the best non-Jewish institutions 
were. They were determined not merely 
to equal non-Jewish effort along humani- 
tarian lines but to surpass it.

As the ’90s came on, therefore, the Jews 
of Chicago were prepared for what the 
new decade demanded of them, opening 
it brilliantly during the stirring and 
awakening days of the World’s Fair and 
bringing it to a fitting close with a com- 
pact and coordinated communal life 
that not only looked, but kept going, 
forward.
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cago dates its present impor- 
tance from the memorable days 
of the World’s Fair. True, it 

had doubled its population between 1880 
and 1890, passing the million mark in the 
latter year, and undoubtedly would have 
gone on growing swiftly even without the 
Fair. But it was the Fair that stamped 
Chicago with a metropolitan character 
and made it evident that it was impossible 
to place bounds on what Chicago could 
become. Before the memorable World's 
Columbian Exposition, Chicago was re- 
ferred to as a big city; after, the feeling 
grew that Chicago must eventually be- 
come the biggest city in the land.

The World’s Fair had a similar effect 
upon the Chicago Jewish community as 
upon Chicago in general. Creditable, and 
in fact remarkable, as were the efforts put 
forth by the Jews of Chicago before the 
Fair, many and substantial as were the in- 
stitutions and organizations they had to 
their credit, gifted as were their leaders, 
and matchless as was their spirit, their 
number in comparison with what it rap- 
idly became after the Fair, was small, if 
heroic, and their communal potentialities 
were therefore limited. The Exposition, 
by the impetus it gave to the settlement 
of great numbers of Jews in Chicago,

removed these limitations from the Chi- 
cago Jewish community and gradually 
brought about the realization that it was 
destined to become one of the largest and

the world.
Chicago Jewry to-day dates from the 

days following the World’s Fair when 
the bulk of Chicago’s present Jewish 
population was attracted here. Those 
stirring days in the early ’90s were filled 
with happenings of the very first im- 
portance. The Jews of Chicago were

great events that were then taking place, 

notable that it may properly be said to 

epoch-making times.
Just as the University of Chicago 

found its readiest and most liberal sup- 
porters among the Jews of Chicago, so 
did the World’s Fair promoters and 
sponsors find the Jews of Chicago well 
represented among the earliest and heavi- 
est purchasers of capital stock. Even 
those who were in humble circumstances 
subscribed liberally and thus helped to 
give impetus to the great project. Nor 
was this stock purchased with the thought 
of material gain in mind. It was bought 
primarily from motives of civic patri-
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otism, to help make the Fair the success 
that every loyal Chicagoan was deter- 
mined it should be, after Congress, in 
February, 1890, gave Chicago a chance

fitting national celebration of the four 
hundredth anniversary of the discovery 
of America.

Several members of the Jewish com- 

the greatest effort for the FairJ Charles 
H. Schwab was particularly prominent 

on the directorate were Adolf Nathan 
and A. M. RmlischilJ. Wlu1״״r ihc 
officials of the World’s Fair asked for a 
response from the Jews of Chicago, they 
got it in impressive fashion. Thus, when 
a great parade was held October 20,1892, 
on the occasion of the dedication of the 
grounds, eleven hundred members of the 
Chicago lodges of the fraternal order 

with their colorful uniforms end high 
silk hats. The marshals of the Jewish 
contingent, B. Horwich and H. M. Bar- 
nett, were on horseback. Cheers greeted 
the Jewish paraders as they marched with 
precision, carrying before them a large 
picture of Columbus. So impressive a 
spectacle did they make that when they 
passed the reviewing stand, President 
Harrison removed his hat.fPractically all 
in line were from the West Side, recent 
arrivals in Chicago, of whom none was 
here more than ten years. They could not 
help therefore contrasting the lot and op- 
portunitics of Jews in America with the 
conditions in the lands from which they 
had but recently come, and it filled them 
with an enthusiastic Americanism which 
at once began to have its effect on West 
Side activities.

From the time the World’s Fair was 
broached, the closest interest was taken in 
it by the Jewish community. Some were
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distressed at the thought that the Fair 
was to be marred by a statue of Queen 
Isabella who had expelled the Jews from 
Spain and inflicted upon them the tor-

gested in the Reform Advocate that “as 
an offset” to the statue of this female bigot

Lessing, the author of Nathan the Wise, 
with its ideal presentation of Jewish 
character, should be erected. A writer in 
Unity, Dr. Jenkin Lloyd Jones' paper, 
thought a statue of Jesus would be better 
than one of Lessing, and to this sugges- 
tion, apparently made ironically, Dr. 
Hirsch replied in the following fashion: 

One of the great projects to which the 
officials of the Exposition gave a lot of 
serious and earnest thought and effort was 
the holding of a World's Parliament of 
Religions, and the Jews of Chicago were 
asked to help. How valuable this help 
was is shown by the tribute paid by Dr. 
Barrows, chairman of the committee on 
the Congress of Religions, who in open­
tember 11, 1893, said:

That vigorous and characteristic sally
Hirsch and Mrs. Henry (Hannah 
Grecnebaum) Solomon took the form of 
a Jewish Denominational Congress and

Fachs from Book of Hebrew Melodies Issued as a Souvenir of the Parliament of Religions
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a Jewish Women’s Congress, as well as 
representation in the Parliament of Re- 
ligions. These entailed a tremendous 
amount of work but they were unfalter- 
ingly carried on and they resulted in 
bringing to Chicago the leaders of Jewish 
thought, both men and women, in the 
United States.

It was the plan of the officials of this 

hold several denominational congresses 
before the Parliament of Religions, and

Denominational Congress to be the 
last of those scheduled, but in spite 
of these plans, the Jewish Denomi- 
national Congress turned out to be the 
first one held, opening Sunday afternoon, 
August 27, 1893, and continuing through 
August 30. This was commented upon by 
Charles C. Bonney, president of the 
World’s Congress Auxiliary of the
opening the Jewish Denominational Con- 

not at first intended and was “accidental,” 
it was most fitting and providential that 
“the mother religion” should be given 

of the opening session of the Jewish De- 
nominational Congress, gave it this head-

J Ews Are the First 
Their Ancient Church Opens the Re- 

ligious Congresses.
Thus, the key-note of the religious con- 

sounded at the Jewish Denominational 

of Columbus in the Memorial Art Palace

where several weeks later the Parliament 
of Religions convened. Dr. Bonney 
struck this key-note when he said :
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The foremost leaders of Jewish 

gress, these being Dr. Isaac M. Wise, Dr. 
Kaufman Kohler, Dr. David Philipson, 
Dr. Joseph Silverman, Dr. Mielziner, 
Dr. Gotthard Deutsch, Dr. Berkowitz, 
Dr. Max Heller, Dr. Bernhard Felsen- 
thaï, Dr. Max Landsberg, Dr. A. Kohut, 
Dr. Gustave Gottheil, and a host of other 
well-known rabbis and Jewish laymen. 
The proceedings were so scholarly and 
scientific that the attendance fell off after 
the first session, as we see from the ac-

Another session so bored a reporter that 
he retaliated for being obliged to sit 
through it by writing the following brief 
but highly irritable account which ap-

Mrs. Charles Henrotin, vice-president of 

and Mrs. Solomon, chairman of the Chi- 
cago Committee, presided. Mrs. Solo- 
mon said, among other things, “Living as 

radical synagogues, thoroughly in sym- 

barriers, we are loyal to our history and 

especially written for the occasion by 

of Peace was read, not however by the 

pear when the large audience rose and 
were read by leading Jewish women from 

Mannheimer of Cincinnati, Mrs. Helen 

Jacobson of St. Louis, and others, and 
some interesting discussions took place

ever held. The opening 
Monday, September 4. : 
attendance that an overfl

"Women elbowed, trod 
toes, and did everything

the privilege of standin; 
hall heavy with the frag

Apparently this repori

For four days, the Jei 
tional Congress held the 
followed by the Jewish

SADIE AMERICAS' wa» bom in Cbi«p>. Illinois
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Every session was well attended and 

provocative of earnest thought and inter- 
est. But the most important session was

ing, September 7, which was featured by

ten and delivered by Sadie American, 

was a powerful plea for an organized 

the National Council of Jewish Women 
was formed, with Mrs. Solomon as presi- 
dent, and Sadie American, secretary, and 
with its headquarters in Chicago where 
they remained for many years. Thus was 
born in Chicago at the call and under the 
vital leadership of two Chicago Jewish 
women of rare ability, the greatest of all 

since its founding during the stirring

gress profoundly. In her concluding 
words she said : “Not again may we have 
together so many women from all parts 
of our country, drawn hither for the pur- 
pose of representing Judaism at its best. 
Let us form an organization whose object 

and devotion to the highest type of Juda• 
ism, in whose service shall be put every 
faculty of our being.”

This suggestion was immediately acted 
upon and shortly after, as a result of it, 

World's Fair days has been a mighty in- 
fluence for good. And the Chicago 
branch of the Council of Jewish Women 
led the way for loyal Jewish womanhood

The Parliament of Religions held its

Rosh Hashonah. Three sessions were 
given over to the presentation  of Judaism 
by Dr. Isaac M. Wise, Dr. Kaufman
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Kohler, Dr. Pereira Mendes and Dr. 
Hirsch. The most dramatic session of 
the Parliament of Religions was that of 
Saturday night, September 23, when the 
Archbishop of Zante, head of the Greek 
Church, asked that a statement he had

The Archbishop lent a dramatic touch 
to the incident when after this straight- 
forward statement had been read, he 
lifted up his hands and declared with 
great solemnity and impressiveness: 
“Standing before God Almighty, I de-

The praise of Jews and Judaism heard 
at the various religious congresses was so 
lavish that some felt it was overdone. The 
sugary sentiments were not so offensive to 
them as the way every reference to Jews 

and Judaism, however extravagant, was 
cheered by Jews in the audience. The 
repeated occurrence distressed Jacob J. 
Abt so much that he wrote a protest 
against what he regarded as a deplorable

of Jewish dig-
nity and common sense. This letter was 
taken by some of the women managers of 
the Jewish Congress to be a reflection up- 
on them as well as an insult to all non- 
Jews who had put in a good word for 
Judaism, and Abt felt the full force of 
the rising strength of American Jewish 
womanhood descend upon his head. He 
responded with an explanation of the 

tually a retreat, indicating that his better 
judgment counseled against a controver- 
sy with women aroused.

Active as was the Jewish community 
in 1893 on behalf of the World’s Fair, 
whole-hearted efforts were at the same 

munity: the Home for Aged Jews and the 
Maxwell Street Settlement.־ Earlier in 
the year a great mass-meeting had been 
held in protest against the extradition 
treaty that Russia was then trying to ne- 
gotiate with the United States, in an

thousand people crowded Central Music
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Hall on April 23, 1893, to listen to ring- 
ing denunciations of Russia by Judge 
Murray F. Tulcy, who acted as chair- 
man of the meeting, De Witt C. Cregier, 
Senator Noonan, Bishop Fallows, Dr. O.

P. Gifford, E. O. Brown, General Lieb, 
Clarence Darrow, and Dr. Hirsch.

scenes enacted later in the year. “This 
country is the asylum of the oppressed of 
all nations," Judge Tulcy declared, “the 
land of freedom, and it shall ever remain 

diJed from this country, public opinion

to the tender mercies of the Russian 
Czar.” Dr. Gifford voiced the wrath of 
America when he said, “Let Russia make 
it possible for her people to love the 
country of their birth well enough not to 
leave it, before she clamors for the po-

May my hand be paralyzed a 
be stilled before I consent t< 
for Russia."

Shortly after this meeting !
mind regarding Russia, the J 
cago gathered on the eve of 
of the World's Fair to dedica

grounds, the Home for Age

marked the establishment of 1

Reese Hospital and the Jewish Training 

the impetus to the establishment of the 
outside Chicago. And so the name of 
Abraham Slimmer, of Waverly, Iowa, 
was placed high on the honor-roll of the 

was prevailed upon to interest himself in 
a home for the aged in Chicago by Mor- 
ris Rosenbaum, who began early to work 
for such a home, the need for which was 
felt for many years and interest in which 
was kept up by the Israelitische Alten- 
heim Verein.

give $50,000 for a home for aged and in- 
firm Israelites, provided an equal amount 
were raised by the Jews of Chicago. 
Mrs. Eliza Frank made a start toward 
the stipulated sum by a gift of $10,000, 
and $20,000 more was secured at a mass- 
meeting. By April, the sum of $60,000 
was reported in hand and Rosenbaum 
announced that before the campaign was 
over $75,000 would be raised, instead of

effort, the most significant, at that time, 
in the community. Numerous generous
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contributions were received, of which the 
following were the largest:

$10,000 
Mrs. Eliza Frank $5,000

S. Fisher

Mark Kahn

Dn’A.'׳Kohn'ankC'"1’י

Max M. Rothschild 
Charles H. Schwab
Joseph Beifeld

H. Schaffner 4 Co.

F. E. Vogel’
L. Wampold

Many other gifts of $100 to $300 ea 
were made. All felt that the Home oug 
to bear the name of the man who h

the honor. When the Home at the nort 
west corner of Drexel Avenue and Sixt 
second Street, then in a sparsely sett! 
section of Chicago, was dedicated Ap: 
30, 1893, a day before the World’s Fa 
opened, Slimmer put in an appearance

on the stage, he was found wearing a pair 

where he remained while the dedication 
exercises were going on. To one who did 
not know him he appeared to be an in- 
mate of the Home instead of its founder.

In appreciation of the work done by 
women in agitating for a home for the 
Jewish aged in Chicago and also, after 
Mrs. Eliza Frank’s initial offer, in the es- 
tablishmcnt of the Drexel Avenue insti- 
tution, nine places of the twenty-five on 
the first board of directors of Chicago’s 
first Jewish Home for the Aged, were 
given to women, these being: Mrs. M. A. 
Meyer, Mrs. Charles H. Schwab, Mrs. 
H. Klopper, Mrs. Dora Frank, Mrs. 

Louis Newburger, Mrs. Emma Stern, 
Mrs. Julia Bernheimer, and Mrs. B. J. 
David. Mrs. David was chosen the first 
superintendent and matron.

The establishment of the Home for the 
Aged was followed by active agitation for 
an orphan home. This agitation had been 
carried on for some time prior to the 
opening of the old people’s home by a 

MRS. CARRIE LEOPOLD STRAUSS (׳!« MEYER)

to the I. O. B. B. orphan asylum at 
Cleveland, one-third of whose inmates 
were from Chicago. They did not deny 

as well conducted as an orphan home 
could possibly be but they felt that local 
pride called for an institution in Chicago.

by a group that resisted with all their 
strength the establishment of an or- 
phan asylum in Chicago because they 
were opposed to orphan asylums and con- 
tended that orphans ought to be brought 
up in private homes. This group was 
headed by Mrs. Eliza Frank, who as far 
back as 1884 had established and en-

Jewish Orphans which placed orphans in 
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an orphan asylum was not needed in Chi­

earnest and capable work with children

building of an orphan home made head- 
way when it received the approval of 
Francis Kiss, superintendent of the 
United Hebrew Charities and the active 
support of the Baron Hirsch Ladies' Aid 
Society and the Deborah Verein. 

for the Aged, which was dedicated April 
23, 1899. Thus the struggle for a Jewish 
orphan asylum which was carried on in 
Chicago for forty years, was won, and 
the stigma of sending its orphans to an- 
other city was removed from the Chi- 

termined Jewish women and Abraham

In the meantime, the expansion of the 
West Side community was giving rise to _ 
many new demands. By this time, Max-

Slimmer added his approval and advised 
the Orphans' Home Society founded by

Radzinski, Mrs. L. Newberger, Mrs. E. 
C. Hamburger, Mrs. Augusta Yondorf, 
Mrs. M. Hecht, and others, to apply for 
a charter for an orphan home. Later he 
offered to give $25,000 for an orphan 
home in Chicago on the same condition 
that he laid down in the case of the Home 
for the Aged, that an amount equal to his 
offer were raised in Chicago. A small 
Home capable of caring for thirty or- 
phans was opened at 3601 Vernon Ave- 
nue and placed in charge of Rabbi A. A. 
Loewenheim and Mrs. Loewenheim, and 
finally a large fine building was erected 
on Drexel Avenue, adjoining the Home 

well and Jefferson and adjoining streets 
were as full of Jewish color and presented 
as many “problems” to the social worker 
as did Rivington Street and other over- 
crowded neighborhoods on the East Side 
in New York. The only social center in 
the early '90s was Hull House from 
which the Russian Jewish population 
kept aloof because then the distinction be- 
tween a conversion center and a social

agh Hull
House was never conducted on a sectarian

Numbers of Jews however were grad- 
ually attracted to Hull House because of 
the concerts given on Sunday afternoons 
and also because of the educational op- 
portunities, although these were well 
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provided for and utilized at the Jewish 
Training School, then the great West 
Side Jewish institution.) The success of 
Hull House caused a wave of interest in

“social settlements" to spread throughout 
the country, particularly among idealistic

many high-minded young Jews who earn-

half” and aid in its "uplift.” The need 
for a social center on the West Side was 
early recognized by local Jewish leaders, 
among the first of these being Rabbi Jo- 
seph Stolz, then of Zion Congregation,! 
who in a sermon emphasized the need and 
urged action toward meeting it at an 
early time.

 A number of young social idealists in ׳
the Chicago Jewish community, led by 

gave themselves to the work of establish- 
ing in the congested West Side district 
a Settlement conducted under Jewish 

hesitate to come and benefit from what 
it had to give them toward bettering 
their lot. Thus was opened on Novem- 
ber 18, 1893, at 185 Maxwell Street, the 
Maxwell Street Settlement which soon 
began to attract the Jewish youth in the 
neighborhood. Chief stress was placed 
on educational help and since the resi- 
dents were all university graduates, they 

were of great help to all who were 
anxious to secure a higher education.!

Shortly after the Maxwell StreeFSet- 
clement was opened, Moritz Rosenthal 
joined the self-sacrificing founders and 
with them took up his residence there. 
Jesse Lowenhaupt left after three years 
of devoted effort and Rosenthal, too, 
gave up the work a short time after.

then the work devolved upon Aaron E. 
Rosenthal, Joseph Weissenbach, Mrs. 
Jacob J. Abt, Max Pam, Hugo Pam, and 
others, most of whom were non-resident 
workers.

The workers at the Maxwell Street 
Settlement, particularly the resident 
workers, learned a great deal about the 
Russian Jew that they had not known 
before and thus they received, as well as 
gave, instruction. In this connection one 
of the workers, Mrs. Jacob J. Abt, during 
those early years, said :
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Helpful as the Maxwell Street Settle- 
ment aimed to be and was, some of its 
most promising attendants chafed at the 
superior, “uplift” spirit and patronizing 
air that marked and marred its work and

center of their own which should be truly 
democratic. The result was the forma- 
tion of the Self-Educational Club which 
soon became a very important factor in 
the life of the Jewish youth of the West 
Side. )The Self-Educational Club, under 
the leadership of Peter Wiernick, Dr. 
Robert L. Halperin, Dr. M. L. Aren,
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sought to combine the best features of 
Hull House and the Maxwell Street Set- 
tlement without what were regarded as

at “uplift" from above and wanted “a

the same social and economic condition 
as were the bulk of the beneficiaries. !The 
Self-Educational Club was the means of 

ment that sought intellectual advance- 
ment was the Shochrei S’fath Eber (The 
Hebrew Literary Society), successor of 
the Dorshei Safrit Ha-Ibrith formed in 
1883 which had merged with the Sapha 
B’Rurah, another Hebrew Cultural So- 

formed. The shuts, the “Schochrei,” 
the Zedoko Kololoth, the lodges, the 
Courier, and the Moses Montefiore Tai- 
mud Torah, engaged the interests and de-

wide reputation to the West Side, and its 
Sunday concerts were always crowded. 
The element it attracted, however, was 
that which was drawn by American ways 
of thinking and living, and thus it was an 

of the word, long before the “American- 
ization” of a later day was heard of. The 
Self-Educational Club, in its methods 
and ultimate influence, may be said to 
have been the forerunner and, to an ex- 
tent, the progenitor of the Chicago He- 
brew Institute.

1The gathering place of the older ele- 

fined the boundaries of the world of the

West Side, during the '90s.:
The rapid growth of the Russian Jew- 

ish community on the West Side caused 
the earlier German-speaking Jews who 
first settled on the West Side and who 
formed the bulk of the membership of 
Zion Congregation, to move to the South 
Side. This began in the late ’80s and by 
the time of the World’s Fair it was in 
full swings For a time membership in 
Zion Congregation and attendance at its 
services, in spite of the distance, con­
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tinued, but it was too much to expect it to 
go on, and a number of the former lead- 
ing members of Zion got together and led 
by Henry Greenebaum, who seemed ever 
ready to start a new organization, called 
into being Isaiah Congregation, October 
24, 1895, taking with them their former 
rabbi, Dr. Joseph Stolz. Henry Greene- 
baum was chosen the first president of 
Isaiah as he had been the first president of 

were held in a rented hall and finally

Avenue and Forty-fifth Street, was dedi- 
cared, March 17, 1899. Dr. Isaac Wise of 
Cincinnati under whose instruction Dr. 

had been ordained in the first class of 
rabbis graduated from the Hebrew 
Union College, officiated at the dedica-

Chicago and a number from other cities 
also took part.

Geographical considerations  accounted 
for the establishment of Isaiah Congre- 
gation, which was Zion Congregation 
under a different name, plus some of the 
ideas of Dr. Isaac Mayer Wise. But 
shortly after Isaiah was established, an- 

meant to be different from any other in 
Chicago, not, however, in the form of 
worship, but in the nature of its member- 
ship and management. The new move- 
ment was led by Dr. Isaac S. Moses, rab-

bi of K. A. M., one of the ablest and most 
forward-looking rabbis Chicago ever 
had.

Dr. Moses was eager to form a “Peo- 
plc’s Synagogue" and to that end resigned 

the summer of 1896, and

of persons who were de- 
voted to him and in sym- 
pathy with his views, in- 
eluding H. Kahn, H. 
Hart, George Werthan, 
A. L. Weil, H. Salomon, 
Sam Gerstley, B. Zacha- 
rias, Sam Schweitzer, S. S. 
Jones, I. M. Solomon, S. 
Wise, L. Lewinsohn, and 
others, formed Temple 
Israel. Membership dues 
were made nominal, one 
dollar a month, with the 
object of attracting those
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able and progressive rabbi, and a most 
interesting experiment ended in failure. 
Dr. Moses' attempt was not the only one 
ever made in Chicago to establish a 
“People’s Synagogue.” Later Dr. Hirsch 
tried to establish one downtown but it too 
proved unsuccessful.

A South Side society founded in this 
period, the Unity Club, was an outgrowth 
of the Concordia Club. When the latter
disbanded, in January, 1897, a number of 

under Joseph Straus, president; Daniel 

treasurer, and H. J. Eliel, secretary. Its 
building at 3140 Indiana Avenue was one 
of the finest of its day in Chicago.

,During the '90s a number of important 
synagogues were formed on the West Side 
and the Northwest Side, the latter part 
of Chicago then receiving its first Jews. 
The most important of these on the West 
Side were the B’nai Moshe, and the 
Mishna Ugmoro. The former was organ- 
ized in 1897 when Isaac Sanduzky, upon 
the death of his mother, collected a min- 
fan and arranged for daily services in a 
rented house on Taylor Street, near Ash- 

B’nai Moshe was begun, the first presi- 
dent being George Pappas. A feature of

discourses of N. B. Ettelson, the scholarly 

ready mentioned, and an uncle of the 
state senator and corporation counsel of 
a later day, Samuel A. Ettelson.

1After five years in the improvised quar-

Jews into the district, the members 

building of their own. Accordingly, a lot 

modern synagogue erected therej 

founded as an ultra-orthodox congrega- 
tion, admitting to membership only those 
who were well versed in the Talmud and 

study. The same year the Mishna Ugmo- 
ro Congregation, the strictest orthodox 
congregation in Chicago, was established 
(1899), Sinai Temple celebrated the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the inaugura- 
tion of Sunday services. So, with Sinai at 
one extreme, with Sunday services and 
without an Ark or Scroll of the Law, and
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the Mishna Ugmoro, barring from mem- 
bership all who were not well versed in 

of every tradition, at the other extreme, 
Chicago had a wider range of Jewish 
congregational life than any other com-

On the Northwest Side, the Hungarian
Zcdek Congregation, the first Jewish con- 

the Russian Jews brought into being 
Tifereth Zion Congregation. 1Another 
important Russian Jewish congregation 
was formed on the South Side at this 
time. This was the Rodfei Zedek Con- 
gregation, the South Side’s first Russian 
congregation. The South Side Hebrew 
Congregation had been formed in 1888 
but its membership was mixed.

tions became in the ’90s, none of them 
made provision for the religious educa- 
tion of girls, and it was left to Sinai Tern- 
pie to make a beginning in this direction^ 
Sinai was prevailed upon by the Council 
of Jewish Women to appropriate $600 
for a religious school for girls on the 
West Side. This was opened in 1896. 
Classes were conducted on the third and

Canal Street. The school was a success 
and it led to a number of similar schools 
which the Council of Jewish Women con-

such good results that eventually the 
orthodox congregations cooperated with 
the Council of Jewish Women in provid- 
ing-religious instruction for their girls as 
well.as for their boys.

!But if the orthodox congregations on 
the West Side neglected religious educa-

attention than their girls, there was one 
feature of their congregational life that 
was most praiseworthy. This was the 
maintenance of free loan associations. No 
interest was charged and although the in- 
dividual sums loaned were small, they 

aggregated great amounts. Thus the 
orthodox congregations promoted a most

The first of these societies was the 
Chevra Gemilath Chassodim Mishna

its origin in Congregation Mishna

on January 8, 1894, at the congregation’s 
quarters, 636 O’Brien Street. Nothing 
could have been less promising than the 
one of consistent and steadily increasing 
service to needy persons. It had started 

subscription—the “wealthier” among the 
founders having contributed $15 each! 
The first officers were Isaac Michelson, 
president; Ben Zion Lazar, vice-presi- 
dent; Uriah Teplitz, secretary; and A. 
Levinthal, treasurer. The trustees were 
Schimen Hirsch Simon, H. Helper, and 
Isaac Choledge.

And yet these men, themselves of

capital, and lending out small sums rang- 
ing from $3 to $10 (the limit later being 
increased to $500) founded an organiza- 
tion whose transactions, at latest report, 
totaled $449,000! Over twenty thousand 
individuals, representing practically as 
many Jewish families, have been helped 
by the “Chevra” in time of personal or 
business need, and given assistance which 
helped them right their affairs and saved 
many from despair.

In addition to this and the other con- 
gregational loan associations which were 
conducted with the most painstaking at-

Loan Association was founded on the 
West Side, by West Side women, in 1896. 
This organization has also a most remark- 

$87. Loans were at first made in amounts 
from $3 to $10, the maximum being later 
increased to $25, and gradually to $150. 
In this way hundreds of thousands of dol-
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Training School, the Home for Aged 
Jews, and the Chicago Home for 
Jewish Orphans, were valuable additions 
but they were costly ones as well. They 
depended for maintenance upon what 

efforts from year to year.! The Michael
conducted by the United Hebrew Relief 
Association, later the United Hebrew 
Charities, but the institutions that fol- 

great cost and required substantial sums 
yearly for their proper maintenance, were 
not. It was expressly stipulated by 
Abraham Slimmer that the Home for 
Aged Jews and the Chicago Home for 
Jewish Orphans should never be merged 
in any other bodies. True, the United 
Hebrew Charities helped the Training 
School to the extent of its ability but the 
management of the school as well as of 
the two later institutions was vested in 
their own directorates. There resulted a

ous women’s auxiliaries for these institu- 
tions which grew so frequent that they

came to be looked upon as a nuisance, and 
there was a widespread feeling that some- 

Side Disfexsarv (509-11 South Moxoah Street)

Young Men's He- 
brew Charity As- 
sociation stepped

and saved the day 
by conducting a
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mammoth fair during December, 1898, 
from which the handsome sum of $84,000. 
in net proceeds, was realized.

success of the fair, it had been resorted to 

ject for which it was held had been at- 
forever unnecessary to resort to such 

institutions with the necessary mainte- 

were taken January 7, 1900, when a con- 

held in Sinai Temple which was attended

by Edwin G. Foreman, Edwin F. Meyer, 
Leon Mandel, Dr. Hirsch, and Julian W. 
Mack.

call into being a central collecting and 
disbursing agency, provided the necessary 
cooperation could be secured from the 
United Hebrew Charities and from the 
boards of the various institutions. This 
group worked quietly but effectively and 
it was soon enlarged to a committee of 

twenty-one, being augmented by four 
representatives from each of the execu- 
five boards of the United Hebrew Char- 
ities, the Jewish Training School, the 
Chicago Home for Aged Jews, and the 
Chicago Home for Jewish Orphans. In 
less than two months’ time, pledges to the

cured from less than 600 contributors. A

at Sinai, April 12, 1900, to establish a 

of directors. Five days later the organ- 
Jewish Charities was in existence. The 

with 835 subscribers and total yearly con- 
tributions of $116,000 which it at once set 
out to increase to $150,000. The first offi- 
cers of the Associated Jewish Charities 

thaï many of those who had given the

effort, men like Isaac Greensfelder, who 
had served in one office or another from 
the beginning of the establishment of a 
central relief body in 1859,. were not 
represented among the officers of the As- 
sociated Jewish Charities. But the pre- 
vailing feeling was that “new blood” was 
necessary and in the light of later devel-
fied.

When the first annual meeting of the 
Associated Jewish Charities was held, 
May 7, 1901, the total receipts reported 
were $135,000, contributed by 1,700 sub- 
scribers. The greatest individual sub- 
scription was one made by Jacob Rosen-
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berg, just before his death, of $2,000. 
Other large subscriptions were:

W. N. Eisendrath
E. F. Meyer

Charles H. Schwab

The rest of the sums given ranged from 
$500 down.

Thus, the Associated Jewish Charities 
settled for all time the problem that con- 
fronted the community in 1900, and dis- 
posed of the deficits that threatened to be r—--- ...- .—---- --------- ---- board by Mrs. Benjamin Davis, A. L.
a recurring evil in Chicago as they still Stone, Louis Ziv, Moses Krecger, and
are elsewhere in less progressive comma• 
nities. The organization of the Associ- the South Side where they established a 
ated Jewish Charities attracted wide at- South Side branch; M. Finkel, I. Fried- 
tention and soon its methods were being man and H. Doktorsky, who formed a 
copied in other cities. Thus Chicago's Northwest Side branch ; Rev. S. Bauer, 
leadership was again acknowledged. Mrs. R. Zeller, Mrs. L. Ziv, Mrs. R.

During this period, also, the West Side Goldstein, and Mrs. M. Gordon of the 
for the first time showed a capacity for Queen Esther Old Age Benevolent So- 
organization and cooperation that rc- ciety, and Mrs. Lasdon and Mrs. Adelson 
suited in giving the community another, of the Malbish Arumim, both of which 
its first great orthodox, institution. This latter organizations pledged their support 
was the Orthodox Home for Aged Jews, to the movement.

the Beth Moshav Z’Keinim, popularly 
shortened to “B. M. Z.j’ 

aged orthodox Jews could spend their last 

special diet to which they had become ac- 

was felt for some time, and efforts were 

provide such a home. Rabbi Lesser of 
the Beth Hamedrash Hagodol took a 
leading part in arousing interest in the 

columns freely to the cause, championing 
it editorially and urging support for it in 
issue after issue. Finally, after a well- 
attended meeting had been held at Porges 
Hall, at Maxwell and Jefferson streets, a 
popular West Side gathering-place in 
former days/thc Beth Moshav Z'Keinim 
Association was formed. A charter was 
taken out, September 7, 1899, and sub- 
scription lists were opened; Those who 
were most active in forming this associa- 
tion were Harris Cohen, the first presi- 
dent, and the members of the first board

following:

Jacob H. Cohen
S. Steiner 
Hyman S. Wolf

These were shortly after joined on the

Louis Lewinsohn, all of whom lived on



THE WORLD’S FAIR, AND AFTER
On June 5, 1900, lots were purchased 

on Albany Avenue near Ogden, opposite 
Douglas Park—an ideal location. The 
ground was dedicated September 30, fol- 
lowing, and from that time on, all efforts 
were put forth to approximate the great 
success attained two years before by the 
great fair of the United Hebrew Chari- 
ties, by holding a bazaar in Medina!! 
Temple during the week of Decern- 
bcr 26-31, 1900. At this affair, the great- 
est theretofore given by the West 
Side, the sum of $11,000 was raised, but 
the money was the united support that 
was given the enterprise, a thing that 
few believed was possible considering

the disunited character of the West Side's 
population. The West Side redeemed 

possible with unity of effort.
Much additional effort was necessary 

before the Home could be built, and it 
required the offer of Abraham Slimmer, 
made the following summer, to give 
$20,000 provided a similar amount were 
raised with which to erect a Home to cost 
at least $40,000, to spur on the B. M. Z. 
workers. His offer opened the way to a 
Home far beyond its conccivers' modest 
expectations when they began their noble 
and self-sacrificing effort, but the mag- 
nificcnt success attained in the closing 
days of 1900, made everything possible

During the last years of the old cen- 
tury, stirring national and international 
events were taking place which exerted 
their influence and left their impress on 
Chicago’s Jews. In 1897, after Theodore 
Herzl's dream of a Jewish State had 
crystallized in the calling of the first 
Zionist Congress, at Basle, Switzerland, 
local Jewry — the orthodox clement, at 
least—was aroused to a high pitch of en- 
thusissm. Agitation for organized action 
resulted in the election of fxon Zolotkoff 
as a delegate to the first Congress.

1897. Upon his return from Basle, Zolot■ 
koft organized the Knights of Zion, the 
first inter-state Zionist organization in 
America, becoming ■ts first Grand Re- 
corder and afterwards serving as Grand 
Master at different intervals.

The object in forming the Knights of 
Zion was to provide a fraternal order 
wirh a Zionist basis, none of the Jewish 
fraternal orders at that time permitting 
Zionist propaganda to be disseminated 
among its members Later rhe fraternal

to them set in among the exclusively fra- 
ternal organizations. The Knights of 
Zion then became solely a nationalist or-
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ganization without the usual “benefits.” 
Zolotkoffs ideal was realized later in the 
inception of the Order B'nai Zion, of 
New York. The efforts of a man of 
Zolotkoff’s attainments and standing went 
far to help the infant movement attain a 
foothold, not only in Chicago but in the 
entire Middle West. To him may be 
ascribed the leading share in the difficult, 
almost hopeless, task of obtaining a hear- 
ing for the nationalist cause. His person- 
al labors here were supplemented by con- 
tinued writings on the subject, published 
widely in the Jewish press. He was re- 
peatedly elected delegate to succeeding 
Congresses, where he served on important 
bodies, being for six years a member of 
the larger Actions Comité and an inti- 
mate associate of the illustrious founder 
of modern Zionism until Herzl's death.

Previous to this, in 1895, Bernard Hor- 
wich had organized the first Zionist body 
in the United States, the Chicago Zion 
Society, and later he and his brother, 
Harris Horwich, played leading parts, 
together with Zolotkoff, in establishing 
the Knights of Zion. Bernard Horwich 
served as its first Grand Master.

The leading Zionist society of these 
early days was Kadimoh, with which was 
merged the Clara de Hirsch and the 
Hatchio Societies, and later, the Chicago 
Zion Society. Among those active in this 
difficult pioneering period of Zionism 
were Louis Herzfeld, first president of

Jacob Katzoff, B. N. Platt, Samuel S. 
Platt, Max Shulman, Leo R. Cohen, 
Louis Morris, Samuel and Louis 
Ginsburg, H. L. Meites, Louis Golden-
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son, William Hoodkins, and Morris 
Augustus.

In the spring of 1898, the enlarged 
Kadimoh occupied its clubrooms at 18 
Newberry Avenue, near Taylor Street, 

most powerful Zionist unit in the Middle 
West. Incidentally, the first public lec- 
turcs on Jewish topics given on the West

Kadimoh.

the blessings of equality and tolerance 
which were theirs in America.

With the outbreak of the Spanish- 
American War on April 25, 1898, when 
President McKinley called for 125,000 
volunteers, the Jews of the United States 
rallied to the colors in common with the 
rest of the population. The American 
Jewiih Year Book for 1900-1901 pub- 
lishcd a preliminary list of Jewish sol- 
diets and sailors who served in the war 
with Spain, which, admittedly incom- 
plete, gives more than 2,400 names. This, 
considering the size of the forces under 
arms, and the relative Jewish population 
at that time, is no small showing. It 
tends to prove that in this as in the other 
wars of the Republic, Jews furnished 
more than their proportional share of 
fighters.

In this list are included 127 men from 
Chicago, among which were the follow- 
ing officers :

Frederick B. Hart, 2d Lieutenant

Edgar B. Hart, Sergeant

2nd Illinois Volunteer Infantry

case stirred the world. It did not fail of 
its effect in Chicago. Protest meetings 
were held, at which indignant, if futile, 

other purpose, they at least showed that 
the Jews of Chicago were not insensible 
to the welfare and good name of their 
brethren in other lands; and the dramatic 
developments which finally vindicated 
Dreyfus, quickened our people through- 
out this country to a greater realization of

It is interesting to note, listed as cap- 

the name of Milton J. Foreman, whose 
military exploits in another and far 
greater war were later to add glorious 
luster to the Chicago Jewish name 
and win for himself the rank of major 
general.
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,rhe name of Abel Davis, who was to 

unseen future, and share with Foreman 

pear in this list. He served in Cuba, be- 
inJ900.mO1 ' "
'Significant of the spirit among the

Spain. The local Zionists were'begin- 

became so popular with them, and, they 

country's cause by a distinctly Zionist 
called for service, its formation'was an 
eloquent indication of the members’ atti- 
tudc toward their adopted country:
dox as well as reform, Russian as well as 

as the older settlers and their descendants, 
to a glorious conclusion with a radiant 

ncnt office for which he was the candidatetury about to dawn.

century, let us look back over the decade 

not yet mentioned. The most striking of

Samuel Alschuler for governor of Illi- 
nois on the Democratic ticket. It was 
the first time a Jew had received such a 
high honor in the state. Although Al- 
Schuler was defeated in the election his 
strength throughout the state was a reve- 
lation. He polled over à half-million 
votes and the showing he made was al- 
most as satisfying to his co-religionists as 
would have been his election since it 
demonstrated not only his great personal 
popularity but also the gratifying absence 
of anti-Semitism in one of the most im- 
portant states in the Union. If some per- 
haps voted against him because of his 
Jewishness, many undoubtedly gave him 
their vote because of this fact as well as 
because of his qualifications for the emi-

all the more remarkable because Illinois

Another signal honor was shown an-

cago Jewish community when the Chi- 
cago Public Library was dedicated and 
opened, October 9, 1893. On that occa- 
sion, Dr. Hirsch was given the distinction

honor that was rightfully his not only be- 
cause of his recognized masterly skill as 
a speaker and his acknowledged preëmi- 
nencc as a scholar but also because of his

Among the communal figures of the 
decade we have been considering were 
the following: Rabbi M. P. Jacobson, 
who in 1897, when K. A. M. Congrega- 
tion celebrated its fiftieth anniversary, the

turn the half-century mark, was elected
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succeed Dr. I. S. Moses; Dr. Abraham 
Hirschberg named in 1898 as head of the 
North Side Hebrew Congregation; Dr.

Emanuel Congregation, in 1899; and Dr. 
Jacob S. Jacobson, elected in 1900 to sue- 
ceed Rabbi Arnold, who had followed 
Dr. Stolz as head of Zion Congregation.

The decade took away as well as gave, 

as it did some of the outstanding figures 
of an earlier day, such as Liebman Adler, 
who passed away January 14, 1892, at the 
age of eighty, simple and true in death 
as in life, whose will, reproduced follow- 
ing, is perhaps the most remarkable ever 
made in Chicago; Godfrey Snydacker, 
who followed Liebman Adler a few 
months later, going to his rest April 12, 
1892; M. M. Gerstley, co-laborer with

years, who died April 29, 1893; Isaac 
Ziegler, one of the first Jews to settle in 
Chicago, who died October 11,1893, hav- 
ing lived to see in the frontier town of 
log cabins and one-story frame buildings 
and impassable streets, the world’s great- 
est exposition in one of the world's larg- 
est cities ; Mayer Kohn, one of the famous 
six Kohn brothers, and Gerhard Fore- 
man, founder of the renowned banking 
house and leader in numerous important 
communal enterprises, both of whom died 
in 1897 ; Herman Felsenthal, who died in 
1899; and Mrs. Henriette Rosenfeld and 
her associate in Chicago’s greatest philan- 
thropic efforts in former days, stalwart 
Jacob Rosenberg, the former passing 
away in 1896, and the latter, March 31, 
1900. These were of Chicago's Jewish 
nobility, not the nobility of vain pedigree 



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
but the true and deathless nobility of 
spirit that made the community better for 
their presence.

Of the earliest settlers who had come to 
Chicago before 1850, only seven were left 
in 1900. These were Elias Greenebaum, 
Henry Greenebaum, Mayer Klein, Mor- 
ris Kohn (the last of the Kohn brothers), 
Marx L. Mayer (brother of Leopold 
Mayer), Isaac Wolf and Martin Barbe. 
They had seen the population of Chicago 
grow from 20,000 to 1,600,000, and its 

Jewish population from less than 200 to 
approximately 75,000.; The rush of Chi- 
cago seemed to pass them by but the 
memory of what they had done was and 
will remain an indelible part of Chi- 
cago’s proud story. Well might all of 
more agile frame pray that they might 

and labor as loyally and as signally as 
these veterans and patricians had labored 
to win for Jews respect and honor in the 
community.



CHAPTER IX

The First Years of the New Century, 1900-1910

A Summary of Communal Development—Growth of the Zionist Movement 
—The Herzl Memorial—Kishineff Protest and Relief Meetings—An 
Era of Great Giving — Home for Jewish Friendless and Working 
Girls; The Ruth, Miriam and Josephine Clubs, and the Willing Work- 
ers—P. O. W., Ravisloe, Book and Play Club—Congregations — Found- 
ing of the Yeshivatz Etz Chaim. Marks Nathan Orphan Home, and 
the Chicago Hebrew Institute.

HE opening of the Twentieth 
Century saw the Jewish com- 
munity of Chicago.firmly es- 
tablished, with all the varied 

manifestations of metropolitan Jewish 
life. The development of the community 
had more than kept pace with the general 
growth of the city, tremendous as this had 

seen by the remnant of early comers, be- 
tween the shabby little town of a half- 
century before, with its handful of Jews, 
and the big, busy center of industry which 
Chicago had become, with its diversified 
Jewish population, now an integral part

' In his Jews of Illinois, Eliassof esti- 
mates the Jewish population of Chicago 
in 1900 at “not less than 75,000—20,000 
German [Jews], 50,000 Russ-Polish 
[Jews], and 5,000 Jews from Austro- 
Hungary and other countries.” The 
total population of the state he gives as 
100,000, while the American Jewish Year 
Book (Vol. 5662) estimates it more con- 
servatively at 70,000 to 75,000, and gives

Jewish organizations of that time, from 
which we cull the following:/

' Number of congregations, 50; char- 
itablc societies, 39; lodges, 60; loan asso-

ciations, -13; social clubs, 11 ; Zionist so- 
cieties, 4; mutual benefit associations, 2; 
other organizations: I technical school, 1. 
training school for nurses, 1 Sabbath 
school teachers' association, 1 Hebrew

' Such is the summary of the communal 
development of Chicago Jewry as it stood 
in 1900. Impressive as were these figures 
and the growth they indicated, they seem

ures and the growth of the years that have
in even greater degree, the one after that

sion in every direction, on a scale and to

visioned of that day.1

the history of the community is no longer 
reflected in the activities of any single or 
several groups. So intricate and manifold 
grow the paths of communal endeavor, so 
varied the effort of organization and in- 
dividual, that the observer is of necessity 
confined to their most significant phases. 
What follows, therefore, represents only

in an epoch
crowded with important developments.!

One of the most noteworthy of these, 
especially in the light of later history, was
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the growth of the Zionist movement in 
Chicago. We have already mentioned the 
organizing of the Knights of Zion and, 
preceding it, of the Choveve Zion. In 
addition to these, there were the Ohave 
Zion and the L'Maan Zion, both founded 
in 1897 as independent organizations and 
both functioning in the early years of the

The Knights of Zion quickly assumed 
the leadership in the local movement, and 
in time practically absorbed its contcm-

porary bodies. By 1900, this organization, 
which later grew to the point where it 
covered the entire Middle West with a 
network of societies, had brought into ex-
istcncc the following Chicago 
called Gates:

Dorshe Zion Gare Na 7
Kadimoh Gale No. 9 ־
Clara de Hindi Gate No. 10
Volunteers of Zion, Gate No. 22.

The Volunteers of Zion was the first

ni UI these ye.iis. It w.is ,• 11;.in 1 .<<■• I״״״t
March 24, 1900, at a meeting in Brodie's 
Hall, on Jefferson Street, the leading 
founder being Captain I. Harris. His 
devoted zeal was largely responsible for 
the development of this and other mili- 
tary units, among them the Herzl Guards 
and the Rothschild Guards.

The first time that the Volunteers of

Zion marched in public was at the memo- 
rial procession on the day of President 
McKinley’s funeral. Its members, 
marching with soldierly precision in 
bright new uniforms, with a Zionist dag 
seen for the first time on Chicago streets, 
formed an impressive spectacle that drew 
the admiration of the onlookers. There- 
after, their appearance was a looked-for 
feature on Jewish occasions. They 
headed parades, preserved decorum at 
public gatherings, and guarded the dig- 
nity of the Jewish name.

These Zionist military units continued
War, when they disbanded and many of 

country, where they put their previous 
training to good use.

Zionist societies were constantly in 
process of organization in the next few 
years, under the leadership of Leon 
Zolotkoff, father of the “Knights,” 
Bernard Horwich, Harris Horwich, 
David Horwich, Nathan D. Kaplan, S. 
B. Komaiko, M. Sider, Esther Wein- 
shenker (Mrs. Isadore Natkin), Dr. 
George Sultan, Max Shulman, H. L. 
Meites, and a number of others whose 
names have since become synonymous 
with Zionist effort. The effort which they

in its effects to Chicago; through them, 
this city became a center from which 

to other points, in a steadily increasing 
degree. Thus, to these early-day mission- 
aries may be ascribed the achievement of 
aligning Middle West Jewry behind the 
movement.

Not long, however, did they and their 
co-workers have with them the stimulus 
of that great personality who had given 
birth to political Zionism and rallied 
thousands all over the world to the cause 
of the Jewish State. On July 3, 1904, 
Theodor Herzl's death bereaved the na- 
tionalists of their leader, and all Israel of 
a noble and beloved son.

In the universal sorrow, the Zionists of 



cerely. The Sunday 
following Herzl’s 
death was set apart 
as a day of mourn- 
ing, when the busi- 
ness houses in the

their store fronts

way through the 
streets of the West 
Side, amid hushed 
throngs and with a 
band at its head, the 
musicians carrying 
their black-draped 
instruments silent
in hand. Leading the mourners were the 
venerable Dr. Felsenthal and the exccu- 
tive committee of the Knights of Zion. 
The procession ended at the Anshe 
Kneseth Israel shul, where Harris Hor- 
wich and Leon Zolotkoff delivered me- 
morial tributes to the great soul that, like 
Lincoln, “now belongs to the ages."

In the same year, the Poalc Zion, the 
workmen’s branch of the Zionist organi- 
zation, came into being, as a combination 
of the Zionist and Socialist ideals. Local 
sympathizers were not slow to form a 
Chicago branch, which-attained definite 
form the following year, under Pincus 
Adelman, Meyer Sackheim and A. Agra- 
nat. From this small beginning, much 

which grew with time to importanl 
portions.

was marked by a happening whief 
brought grief to Chicago's Jews as 
to world Jewry and, indeed, shocke 
whole of mankind. April 19-21,190 
the dates of the Kishineff pogrom, 
innocent Jewish lives were taken 

hideous carnival of 
brutality and hate. 
The victims of the 
massacre in the lit-

were not many—a 
mere forty-seven, as 
compared with the 
thousands who died 
in the nearly three 
hundred separate 
pogroms that oc- 
curred in Russia in 

mediately follow- 
ing! The Kishineff 
figures, indeed, ap- 

against those of 
Odessa (October 
31, 1905) where

were killed and five
thousand wounded, or of the little town 
of Kalarash, Bessarabia (November 7, 
1905), where one hundred were killed, 
eighty wounded, and practically the 
whole Jewish population of three thou- 
sand rendered homeless.' Especially do 
the Kishineff records seem unimpressive

Europe on an organized scale, and when 
memory is still vivid of the systematic ex- 
termination of whole townsful of Jews.

But in those early days of 1903, the 
news of Kishineff broke freshly on the 
cars of man : 47 Jews murdered, 424 
wounded, 700 houses burned, hundreds 
of families ruined!' A horrified world
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non-Jew alike. In Chicago, a number of 
meetings were held, at which Christians 
of prominence not only drew up their res- 
olutions of protest but took steps toward 
substantial aid for the sufferers. Bishop 
Samuel Fallows, not content with a ser- 
mon in his own church, came to the

speak at the meeting together with Rabbis

The Reformed Episcopal Church, as- 

resolutions appealing for fair play for the
meeting at the Star Theatre on May 18 
Jane Addams and Clarence Darrow 
added their appeal to that of Peter Siss- 
man, and the city council on the same 
day passed a resolution introduced by

as follows :

entire country, devoted columns to edito-

the victims. Especially active in this re- 
spect was the Chicago Evening Post, 
which lent its space generously and sym- 
pathetically toward rousing public 
opinion.

his people. What a mockery that rescript is in the 
liaht of the flames of anti-Semitic crusades! Toléra-

editorial comment is the following, pub- 
lished by the Post in its issue of May 15, 
1903:

The Jews of the city, on their part, 
spared no effort for relief to the sufferers.
Their first meetings were for protest—
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such as the one on May 17, 1903, at the 
Anshe Kalwaria Congregation, addressed 
by Leon Zolotkoff, Julian W. Mack, and 
B. Horwich. But as time went on and 
brought repetitions of the Kishinelf out- 
rage on an increasing scale, they joined in 
the work initiated all over the country for 
practical help. Following the terrible oc- 
currences of November, 1905, when many 
thousands of Jews lost their lives in 
scores of organized massacres, B. Hor- 

raising funds, which resulted in collec- 
tions of $3,000 among the Jews of the 
West Side—an unprecedented sum for 
that section in those days. The committee 
formed at this meeting to continue the 
work was composed of B. Honvich, 
chairman; A. S. Roe, W. Serlin, and Dr. 
Joseph Stolz, vice-chairmen; J. Lin- 
enthal, treasurer, and Max Shulman,

On November 11, 1905, when the re- 
ports of the atrocities were beginning to 
indicate the seriousness of the situation in 
Russia, Adolf Kraus, head of the interna- 
tional B’nai B'rith, called a meeting at 
the Standard Club, at which $14,000 was

contributed for the relief of the pogrom 
victims, of which the largest donation was 
$2,500 from Julius Rosenwald. A com- 
mittee named to supervise the further 
solicitation of funds was headed by 
Adolf Kraus, chairman; Moses E. 
Greenebaum, treasurer, and Herbert J. 
Friedman, secretary.

Altogether, about $75,000 was col- 
lected in Chicago, of which $50,000 had 
been forwarded to Russia when a cable- 
gram was received advising that no need 
for further help existed. At the sugges- 
tion of Judge Philip Stein, the balance of 
the money was then turned over to the 
Ezrath N’Dochim (Refugees’ Aid So- 
ciety), which had been organized on the 
West Side for the purpose of assisting

join their families. The West Side relief 

charge of this work, and was joined by 
Adolf Kraus, and A. B. Seelenfreund, in- 
ternational secretary of the B’nai B’rith.

Shortly afterward, Adolf Kraus issued 
a call to all Jewish national organizations
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ganizations were represented at this meet- 
ing, which was held December 17, 1905. 
The chief matter presented by Chairman 
Kraus was what he regarded as the neces- 
sity of directing the stream of Jewish im- 
migration away from our large cities, 
where congestion and lack of opportunity 
militated against their higher develop- 
ment and value to the country. He laid 
before the conference a plan to divert 

local organization. It was formed in 
1906 by a group of West Siders with the 
aim in view of passing on the merit of

supporting worthy candidates as against 

lation. Though it succeeded in attract- 

the West Side, the organization did not

part of the immigration to Cuba, where 
conditions were very promising. Many 
ambitious plans touching the welfare of 
the Jewish people were brought forward

ish Congress of our time, but like so many 
others of similar nature, nothing came of 
the entire project. We mention it as an 
example of the way in which the com- 
munity was trying to find itself and its 
highest usefulness in this decade of eager 
striving.

Similar in conception and in its result 
was the Jewish Civic League, which how- 
ever was not intended as more than a 

into it and bred divisions that soon ended 
the career of this body which had been 
sincerely intended to safeguard the Jew- 
ish reputation.

More successful was the move in- 
augurated by the Jews of Chicago about 
this time, for the abolition of biblical and 
sectarian teachings in the public schools. 
A mass-meeting was held, November 19, 
1907, and a propaganda started which 
was carried on steadily for two years. On 
December 10, 1909, a petition was di- 
rected to the Board of Education, and a 
short time later the battle was won, for 
the Supreme Court of the state, sitting on 



THE FIRST YEARS OF THE NEW CENTURY
the question, handed down an opinion 
which was construed by the attorney- 
general as prohibiting Bible-reading or 
(August Tl,SI910). P

augurated among Chicago’s Jews the 

long list of imposing benefactions  was re- 
corded in those years, probably aggregat- 
ing a larger amount than the total for the 
entire history of the community prior to 
that time. Among the earlier gifts of this 
period was that of $25,000 by Leon Man- 
del to the University of Chicago, with 
which was erected Leon Mandel Hall 
(1901) ; $25,000 by the children of Han- 
nah and Jacob Rosenberg to the Michael 
Reese Hospital (1901) ; $25,000 by Mrs. 
Morris Rosenbaum to the Home for 
Aged Jews, used to erect the Morris 
Rosenbaum Memorial Wing, a hospital 
annex, dedicated May 3, 1903; $46,500 
bequeathed by Marks Nathan to various 
charities, of which $15,000 was to be used 
for a synagogue and philanthropy in 
Jerusalem (1903); and the bequests of 
Caroline Stettauer giving $10,000 each to 
the Michael Reese Hospital, Jewish 
Training School, and United Hebrew 
Charities, and $5,000 each to the Home 
for Jewish Orphans and the Home for 
Aged Jews (1903).

In 1907, the Chicago Home for Jewish 

Orphans dedicated the Clara Schwab- 
Kuppenheimer Memorial Annex, erected 
through a gift of $24,000 made two years 
before by Louis B. Kuppenheimer in 
memory of his wife. In 1909 and 1910, 
respectively, two memorials to Emanuel 
Mandel were dedicated—the Emanuel 
Mandel Memorial Domestic Science 
Building, and the Emanuel Mandel West 
Side Dispensary.

An outstanding benefaction of the lat- 
ter part ot the decade was the bequest 
of $450,000 made to charity by Mrs. Nel- 
son Morris, who died in an automobile 
accident in Paris, in 1909. Of this sum, 
$300,000 went to the Michael Reese Hos- 
pital, and $10,000 each to the Home for 
Aged Jews and the Home for Jewish 
Friendless and Working Girls.

When plans for the new Michael Reese 
Hospital Building were being agitated, 
in 1905, a number of large donations were

made for the purpose, among them the

Julius Rosenwald, $25,000
Mandel Brothers, $20,000
Foreman Brothers, $10,000
Han, Schaffner & Marx, $10,000
Moses Born, $10,000
Berman Friend Estate, $1,000
Harry M. Marks Estate, $1,000
Jacob H. Rothschild Estate, $1,000
Minnie S. Colm, $1,000

• Jacob H. Hirsch, $1,000.
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The new building of the Hospital was 

erected at a cost approaching three-quar- 
tors of a million dollars, and dedicated in

community one of the finest hospital 
the best in appointment and personnel, as

Another benefaction deserving mention 
was that of the Estate of Bernhard Kup- 
penheimer, devising the sum of $25,000

Friendless and Working Girls. This or-

the instigation of Mrs. Emma B. Mandi, 
who became its first president, Mrs. 
Hugo Brady, Mrs.- J. Frank, Mrs. R.

Radzinski, Mrs. M. Hecht, Mrs. E. C. 
Hamburger, Mrs. J. Blum, and Mrs. 
F. Rics.

tress of many a little child,'it did not sue- 

girls” were concerned. These found ob- 

less,” and it was this difficulty which led 
to the founding of the Ruth Club, of 
which Mrs. Mandi was the chief organ- 

was at first considered an adjunct to the 
Home, but later became an independent

Two other organizations were formed 
in this period of a scope similar to that of 

sephine clubs. The first was founded in 
1905 by Mrs. Tobias Schanfarbcr, Mrs. 
Joseph Fish, Mrs. S. Baer, and Mrs. S. 
Weil. The Josephine Club dates from 
1910, Mrs. Joseph Fish having led in its 

home for children until they could rejoin 
their parents or be admitted to the Home 
for Jewish Orphans; and, secondly, to 
furnish living quarters for girls who had 
no suitable homes. For the first three 
years of its existence it was supported by 
the Baron Hirsch Woman's Club, the 
Deborah; and other societies, as well as 
individual members, after which the As- 
sociatcd Charities agreed to assist in its 
maintenance. Three residence houses on 
Wells and Lincoln streets, facing Lincoln 
Park, were rented and remodeled, and 
opened for occupancy on December 18, 
1904, being quickly filled to capacity, 
necessitating the renting of two addi- 
tional houses adjoining. The demand 
kept growing, however, so that new quar- 
ters had to be secured, which were found 
at Ellis Avenue near Fifty-second Street. 
It was then, at the instance of Charles H. 
Schwab, that the Bernhard Kuppen- 
heimer Estate presented the institution 
with the sum of $25,000, by means of 
which the Home for Jewish Friendless 
and Working Girls erected the main 
building, which was dedicated and 
opened in 1909.



leader "in the founding of the Deborah 
Boys’ Club, in 1907. Like the others, it

Another organization that, like the 
Ruth Club, grew out of the experiences 
of the Home for Jewish Friendless and 
Working Girls, was the Jewish Home

1907, the leaders being Julius Rosenwald, 
Mrs. Emma B. Mandi, Minnie F. Low, 
Julian W. Mack, Adolph Kurz, and L. 
M. Stumer. The society grew steadily, 
becoming in the course of time one of the 
greatest agencies of its kind in the state.

A call by the Baron Hirsch Woman’s

for Jewish Friendless, resulted, in 190.1. 
m the founding ol the Willing Workers 
Woman's Cluh Fifteen members an■ 
swered the call, among whom were Mrs. 
Abe Kohn. Mrs M Friend. Mrs Han■ 
nah Springer, and Mrs J Grmkei They

became the nucleus for the Willing 
Workers Woman’s Club, which in the in- 
tervening time has increased its original 
membership a hundred-fold, and con- 
tributed many thousands of dollars to 
various philanthropies.

The following year, 1904, saw the in- 
ception of the Mothers' Aid of the Chi- 
cago Lying-In Hospital, under the lead-

Lee), who became the first president. Her

eluded Mrs. Albert Pick, Mrs. Moses D.

Witkowsky, Mrs. Elliott F. Witkowsky, 
and Mrs. Max L. Brede, who became 

cicty’s first administration. Though the 
Lying-In Hospital is not a Jewish insti- 
of particular Jewish. interest, and the 

support of the Mother's Aid, so that it 

the institution.
In the same year, the Jewish Con- 

sumptives’ Relief Society of Chicago was 
formed. Its organization was chiefly 
owing to the efforts of the late Dr. H. 
Pirosh, assisted by Mrs. I. J. Robin, who 
became the first president, Mrs. M. 
Tower,. Mrs. M. M. Gordon, and others.

nie F. Low and Dr. Theodore B. Sachs, 
both of whom throughout their lives re- 
mained zealous workers for the Society 
as well as its cherished guides and coun-
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sellors. The latter was instrumental in
turning the attention of the members to 
the treatment of consumptives in their 
homes, as a substitute, frequently advis- 

scribed. With this in mind, the society 
built up a system of home-care for tu- 
berculosis patients, and took a prominent 
part in the movement for sanatoria close 
to Chicago which has borne such notable

In 1905, the year after the formation 
of the Jewish Consumptives’ Relief 
Society, another organization was added 
to the number of those having child-care 
as their object. The Helen Day Nursery

Mrs. J. N. Eisendnth
Mrs. Robert Mandel

M ” Jnlta ™T"
Mrs. Emile Levy (Helen Solomon), 

was the first president, and it was in rec- 
ognition of her work for the institution 
that the Helen Day Nursery was given 
its name. Mrs. Herman (Rosa G.) 

I.andauer and Mrs. Frederick (Louise 
M.) Fechhcimer followed Mrs. Levy as 
president, these three presiding over the 
organization during the fifteen years of 
its existence.

At first the nursery was housed on the
but later, by gift of Mr. and Mrs. Levy

Union and Barber streets. Here the work 

was caring for from sixty to seventy chil­
is decade, when women were com; 
> their own in organized social 
;he men were not less active in־ 
!here. In 1906, a group of the 
generation formed the Young ־

1 for philanthropic work, particu-

Jewish Charities. Its first president was 
Herbert J. Friedman.
(A distinctly orthodox activity was the 

re-organization of the Hebrew Sheltering 
House, an institution for the aid of im- 
migrants which had been begun in 1888, 
under the leadership of Joseph Louis, 
and discontinued for lack of financial 
support. Its quarters, first on Twelfth 
Street near Clinton and then on Maxwell 

despite the efforts of Louis B. Bioomen- 
thal and others. ׳ In 1902, an attempt was 
made to revive the Hebrew Sheltering 
House and place it on a substantial basis.. 
The reorganizers included C. Ruben- 
stein, president; A. I. Kapper and I. 
Weinstein, vice-presidents; A. N. Sterl- 
ing, treasurer; S. Levinson, secretary; I. 
Ets Hokin, Joseph Rothschild, Isaac 
Kinstein, E. Glick, A. Glick, Samuel 
Berger, and Abraham Shulman. They 
secured a charter and rented a building 
at 121 Maxwell Street (old number), 
electing Kalman Charif superintendent, 
which position he held throughout the

was remodeled and made fit to house the 
transient wards of the organization^ for 
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which purpose Marks Nathan and Ber- 
nard Horwich each contributed $1,000 of 
the total of $6,SOO raised by the members. 

1Though the Sheltering House was again 
discontinued a decade later,' it performed 

for Chicago that service which is ren-
Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society 
of the present day.l

Other men’s activities of this time in- 
eluded the launching of the first P. O.־W. 
lodges in Chicago. The Progressive Or- 
der of the West had been founded at St. 
Louis in 1896, but after the formation 
here of the Ahavath Achim Roumanian 

Lodge No. 129, the Order began to make 
its greatest headway in this city, new 
lodges being rapidly organized until Chi- 
cago became the leading city of the 
P. O. W. in point of membership and

The decade saw, too, the founding of 
the Ravisloe Country Club, organized in 
1901 with Simon W. Straus as its first 
president. Through the years it re- 
mained the foremost, as it was the first, 
Jewish organization of its kind in the 
city.

A pioneer in another field was the 
Book and Play Club, which became one 
of the leading organizations of its kind.
It was officially organized, after many

Julius Rosenwald in 1905, Dr. Emil G. 
Hirsch becoming honorary president, 
and Julian W. Mack president.

A vast number of other organizations 
and institutions sprang up in this era of 
intense communal activity׳, some of which 
grew to more or less importance, others 

assing into oblivion. Three of the most 

aw birth in the period we are consider- 
ng were the Yeshivath Etz Chaim, the 
rlarks Nathan Jewish Orphan Home, 
nd the Chicago Hebrew Institute. 
Phough they differed widely in purpose 

vere primarily orthodox West Side prod- 
lets and enlisted the support of the same, 
»r similar, elements. Into these three in- 
titutions we shall presently inquire; but 
irst let us glance at the progress being

;rogations.

a time of building and rebuilding, when 
numerous new synagogues were being 
added to the community’s already plen- 
tiful supply. In 1902 we find the Beth 
Hamed rash Hagodol selling its structure 
on Pacific Avenue, prior to the separation
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the West Side and one on the South 
Side. On the Northwest Side three 
s/iuls erected new homes, B’nai David 
on Wood Street (1900), Ohave Ze-

B’nai David to form the B’nai David 
Ohave Zcdeck) on Claremont Avenue 
( 1903), and Beth El on Crystal Street 
(1902). The Tifcrcth Zion dedi- 
cated its building on North Lincoln 
Street (1904), as did the Northwest 
Side Talmud Torah (1903), the 
Northwest Congregation Dorshe Tov 
(1906), and a number of other re- 
ligious centers. Farther north, Tern- 
pie Emanuel, one of the pioneers in 
its section, built and occupied a new 
home at Burling and Belden Avenues, 
where it continued to grow in the 
number of its worshippers and the

On the South Side, similar progress 

forces with^Temple Israel in 1906, 

emeritus, and Dr. Gerson B. Levi 
new congregation, since known as

Jacob came into existence in 1900,

Thirty-eighth Street and Cottage 
Grove Avenue. Rodfei Zedcck was 
organized in 1906, its first structure 
where it remained for seventeen years.

In 1901, the South Side Hebrew 
Congregation (Kehilath Anshe 
Dorum), of which Dr. S. N. Deinard 
was then rabbi, erected its house of

Thirty-fifth Street, where the congre-

The West Side, too, was a scene of 
growth and activity. The First

Achim, after selling its Maxwell 
Street shut to the Beth Hamedrash 
Hagodol, erected its new home at
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Marshfield Avenue and Polk Street at a 
cost of $50,000, which was occupied in 
1906. Kehilath Jacob moved from its 
rented quarters at Kramer and Jefferson 
streets to the building on Center Avenue 
near Taylor Street which was purchased 

while new ones were springing up con- 
stantly.

The cases enumerated will serve to il- 

taking place along this line in every Jew- 
ish section of the city. In this, as in the 
other branches of communal life, the 
swift increase in population and in mate- 
rial means brought about an activity so 
varied and unceasing that only its most 
important phases can be touched on here.!

The greatest piece of orthodox relig- 
ious work of this period, judged by its 
ultimate results, was the founding of the 
Yeshivath Etz Chaim, which paved the 
way for, and became a part of, the He- 
brew Theological College of today. The
leader in this
Abraham Leo Simon, who had come here 

the Yeshivath Etz Chaim is largely a 
story of the lone fight waged by Simon to 

foster sentiment in the orthodox commit- 
which he regarded as a primary necessity. 
Through his single-handed efforts, at last 
rewarded by support from a number of 
others, a small house on Twelfth Street 
was rented early in the 1900s and fitted 
out as a school. Books were obtained and 
two teachers engaged, and the little insti- 
tution that was later to grow to such large 
proportions started on its career with an 
enrollment of thirty-.four pupils. In the 
intervening years, hundreds of its gradu- 
ates have spread the influence of the 
them have entered the rabbinate. Some of 

tion, shedding luster on their calling as 

they might never have become qualified 
for their high work.

From these prolific first years of the 
century dates the birth also of the Marks 
Nathan Jewish Orphan Home, whose 
history apart from its other angles, is 
particularly interesting as a courageous 
and successful experiment in the harmon-

stitutionai methods. Its story dates from 
January 18,1904, when the will of Marks

Nathan was filed in probate, bequeathing, 
among other charitable items, the sum of 
$15,000 for a kosher hospital or for an 
orthodox orphan home.

The will gave the money in trust to 
Rabbi A. J. G. Lesser, Louis Steinberg,
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Jacob Piviansky, and Bessie (Mrs. 
Marks) Nathan. Rabbi Lesser, who was

cago and called a meeting at the Grand 
Pacific Hotel to discuss the will. The 
gathering included Joseph Phillipson, 
Bernhardt Baumgardcn, B. J. Schilf, Ja- 
cob Levy, Nicholas J. Pritzker, Dr. M. 
Meyerowitz, M. Perlstein, Rabbi Israel 
Epstein, and the trustees of the will. The 
sentiment at the meeting favored a hos- 
pital. Levy and Pritzker, however, 

pleaded for an orphan home, and after 
an extended discussion, a committee was 
named to confer with Mrs. Nathan and

The idea of an orphan asylum had 

who was determined that the opportunity 
provided by the will should not be lost. 
Levy at that time was president of the 
Northwest Kranken Unterstitzung Ve- 
rein, an organization with a membership 

to align its support in favor of the asylum. 
In spite of his earnest efforts and that of 
others, however, the summer of 1904 
passed with nothing tangible accom- 
plished. Marks Nathan, who had died 
in November, 1903, had made it a condi- 
tion that $15,000 additional be raised 
within two years after his death, and the 
friends of the orphan home plan were 

faced by the formidable task of securing 
that sum within the time specified.

In spite of the failure of several at- 
tempts made to secure substantial dona- 
tions, a charter was taken out on January 
5, 1905, at a cost of $87.25—more than 
the entire sum then on hand in the treas- 
ury of the embryo institution. The first 
moneys of any consequence were raised 
for the Home by the Agudath Nashim, a 
women’s organization headed by Mrs. 
Rachel Lipschulch. It conducted a 

theatre benefit which netted $500, which 
sum was turned over to the Home on 
April 5, 1905, augmenting its treasury to 
$5611

meet the conditions of the will, and five 
of these passed without bringing the 
workers any nearer their goal. All felt 
that heroic efforts must be made to save 
Marks Nathan’s bequest but that the time 
remaining, one month, was too short. Ac- 
cordingly, a committee was named to con- 
fer with the trustees and ask for more

A three months’ extension was granted, 
with which encouragement the group 
made renewed attempts to secure public 
support. Several meetings were called, 
culminating in what was intended to be a 
great public gathering at the Northwest 
Side Talmud Torah, then in course of 



erection at 592 (now 1243) North Wood 
Street. Only forty-three men and women 
came to this meeting, but the workers per- 
sisted, and two weeks later, November 
27, 1905, they effected permanent organ- 
ization. The first officers and directors 
were then chosen, the administration be- 

progress came more rapidly. In a ' 
over a month’s time, the friends 01 
Home raised almost $7,000 from i 
viduals, societies, and shuts. In the m 
time, a committee met with the d 
torate of the Northwest Side Tai

to go on with the building on V 
Street, and negotiated its purchase fo 
sum of $31,000.

The trustees of the Marks Nathan

and with the progress made, and tu 
over to the officers of the Home the 
of $12,150, representing all that coul 
realized from the sale of $15,000 w

The first annual meeting of the M 
Nathan Jewish Orphan Home was 
in its own building, on January 12, I

cecd with all possible speed with th 

able for its new purpose. This, no small 
task, was expeditiously accomplished, 
with the result that the building was soon 
ready for occupancy by its young charges. 
On May 13, 1906, dedication exercises 
were held in a tent in the yard of the 
Home, when twenty-nine children were 
formally admitted to the care of the in- 
stitution. An audience of twelve hun- 
dred attended the ceremonies, which 
were featured by addresses from Samuel 
Alschuler, James Hamilton Lewis, Rab- 

erowitz. On that day, also, four hundred

members of the Home.
From that time on, the Marks Nathan 

Jewish Orphan Home was an established 
institution, which the orthodox commu- 
nity had accepted as its own. Though its 
problems were by no means all in the past, 
never again did its supporters have to 
cast about for aid, wondering whence it 

unfailing.

it was recognized that larger accommoda- 
tions would soon be needed and that an 
annex, which many advocated, would not 
suffice. The annex, however, the im- 
mediate need of which could not be dis- 
puted, was completed in October, 1907.

of the Home,the
recommended the purchase of a new and 
larger structure as absolutely necessary. 
After negotiations extending through the 
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year, it was voted to buy a plot of nine lots 
which were available on Albany Avenue, 
north of Ogden Avenue, for which the 
sum of $14,000 was asked. Over $4,500 
was raised at the meeting of September 8, 
1909, for this purpose, A. L. Stone donat- 
ing $1,000 and B. J. Ettelson and Louis 
Pitzele $200 each. The rest of the money 
was borrowed from the bank on notes

J. Harris, Dr. M. Meyerowitz, and W. 
Steif.

beneficiaries—essential as this has been .

effect upon its builders and workers. 
Starting as the instrument of orthodox 
West Siders, it broadened as it grew, and 
drew into its ranks the varied (and fre- 
quently discordant) elements of Chicago 

ing together the orthodox and the reform 
Jew, the German and the Russian, the 
West-Sider and the South-Sider. 

pected and important opposition arose 

ings and protracted debates. When 
Julius Roscnwald was approached for aid 
he refused «.support an orphan home on

lution of the orphan problem, but offered 

the boarding-out plan. Numerous well- 
known social workers and sociologists 
joined Rosenwald in his plea for the lat- 
ter system. But the directors met each 
new appeal with a renewed determination

The task of securing subscriptions for 
the new building was entrusted to a build- 
ing fund committee, of which Moses 
Stone was chairman, Charles I. Herron 
secretary, and Louis Bomash treasurer. 
They organized a team of solicitors, 
who in the first two weeks of October, 
1909, raised $5,200. After this first burst 
of enthusiasm, though, subscriptions 
began to lag, and it was quite three years 

became a reality. Several important and 
unlooked-for developments were to take 
place in those years, which will be duly 
dealt with in their proper place as a part

(There remains for us to consider the 
founding and development of the Chi- 
cago Hebrew Institute, the greatest piece 
of communal constructive work ever un- 
dertaken by the West Side. The Insti- 
tute holds a unique and vital place in 
local Jewish history•! Its greatest im-

Through the Institute they became better 
acquainted with one another, and grew to 
understand the qualities and viewpoints 
into which they previously had had no 
insight. Thus the Institute was a large 
factor in that gradual process wherein

gave way to understanding and sympathy 
and eventually to that spirit of unity 
shown in the recent war drives, the char- 
ities merger, and various other instances; 
In helping to foster this spirit of mutual 
tolerance and cooperation, which is mak-

group of factions and “camps,” the In- . 
stitutc has performed a service which, to- 
gether with its signal welfare work, 
makes its history worthy of detailed scru-

The thought of a Chicago Hebrew In- 
stitute for the people of Chicago found 
inception among Chicago Zionists. In
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1899, Kadimoh Gate of the Knights of 
Zion, composed of young men who were 
seeking a common meeting place for the 
furtherance of their ideal, rented and 
equipped a cottage at 18 Newberry Ave- 
nue. The quarters were small and facil- 
ities limited, and the very congestion em- 
phasized a crying communal need. In 
that cottage, where the Zionist meetings 
were held, lectures and entertainments 
conducted and limited reading facilities 
afforded, the thought found lodgment 
that the intellectual and vocational de- 
velopment of Chicago’s Jewish commu- 
nity demanded a proper center of the 
character of a “people’s club.” The presi- 
dent of the Kadimoh Gate, Dr. Robert L. 
Halperin, was an enthusiastic champion 
of this idea.

In December, 1902, a lecture entitled 
“The Future of the Russian Jew in 
America” was delivered before the 
Kadimoh Gate by Dr. Kate Levy, then of 
Chicago, now of Los Angeles, California. 
In it she emphasized the importance of 

the immigrant Jew’s asserting himself 
through organization for his own better- 
ment, and pictured the possibilities that 
might be afforded by a welfare center for 
this purpose. This ideal of self-assertion 
and cooperation could be set to work, fos-

tcrcd and developed until it should be un- 
derstood by the whole Jewish community 
of this city.

Dr. Levy's talk made a deep impression 
upon those who heard her, yet notwith- 
standing the enthusiasm it kindled, a 
number of months elapsed before definite 
action resulted. In September, 1903, at 
another function of the Kadimoh Gate, 
Dr. Halperin gathered about him a num- 
ber of young men in the parlor of the 
West Chicago Club, 50 Throop Street, 
and there a subscription fund was started, 
amounting to about $250, comprised of 
donations in sums of $5 to $25 each, by 
those who formed the group.

Subsequent meetings were held at the 
home of Dr. Halperin, when a few addi- 
tional adherents and subscribers were se- 
cured, and on November 12, 1903, upon 
application prepared and forwarded by 
Nathan D. Kaplan, a charter was issued 
by the secretary of state of Illinois, 
incorporating the Chicago Hebrew In- 
stitutc. The incorporators were the fol- 
lowing:

These incorporators elected Dr. R. L. 
Halperin president, Adolph Braude sec- 
rotary, and P. M. Yawshitz treasurer, and 
served as a board of directors until a con- 
stitution was drafted and adopted, when, 
in April, 1904, the following were duly 
elected as the first set of officers and di-

Dr. R. L. Halperin, President
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L. R. Cohen 
W. Coben

Nathan D. Kaplat

Rabbi A. R. Levy 
H. L. Meites

L. Phillipson
Rabbi T. Sebat

and the director: 
groups, thirteen : 
twelve for two y

Boulevard.
-460

For this elaborate program, the direc- 
tors estimated that a sum of not less than 
$100,000 was necessary; and, they rea- 
soned that in order to make the Institute 
thoroughly democratic this money should 

therefore, concluded to issue share cer- 
tificates at one dollar each, the possession 
of which, in any quantity, would entitle 
the holder to a vote and voice on every 
question pertaining to the purchase, use 
or disposition of Institute property. Thus 
it was planned to protect the property of 
the Chicago Hebrew Institute from being 
applied to any use other than that which 
its supporters, had intended.

pectus was issued, defining the character 
and scope of the Institute. The activities 
planned covered two pages of the pros- 
pectus and consisted of thirteen depart-
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in turn divided into a number of activ- 
itics. Thus, the English and Letters de-
partment comprised classes in English, project. The sum of $100,000 called for 
literature, history- and science, elementary by the undertaking was in those days an
English for foreigners, English language 
and composition, English and American 
history, political history of the United 
States, English classics, and the unique

English for melamdim.
In the Miscellaneous Department was 

mentioned a roof garden during the “hot 
season." (If there ever was a need any- 
where for a roof garden in the summer 
months, it was in the congested portion of 
Chicago where the Institute was in­

listed in the Miscel- 
laneous Department 

measure of “drilling

gades.” This before 
the Boy Scout move- 
ment had yet been 
launched in this 
country.

The prospectus was 
eloquent of the ambi- 
tion of the first board 
of directors to pro­

intellectual activity. 
The plans were com-

suit the tastes and re- 
quirements of all, but 
the ambitions seemed 
utopian to many. The 
charter secured, the 
prospectus issued, the 
propaganda at work 
and no substantial 
money realized, the 
Chicago Hebrew In- 
stitute soon became 
known in many quar- 
ters as the “paper in-

The fact was, that 

Another subject

the community at large did not enter- 
tain confidence in the feasibility' of the 

enormous demand for a new public in- 
stitution, and the personnel of the Insti- 
tute lacked that influence which would 
have made it possible to secure the requi- 
site financial support.

The directors, however, were persistent 
and, realizing the work before them was 
going to be of a protracted nature, took 
measures to prepare for an extended cam-

In addition to the shares fund, which 
was to be applied solely for building, it 
was decided to create another with which 

to defray current ex- 
penses. Accordingly, 
a membership with 
fixed yearly dues of 
$3 to $10 was inaugu- 
of organization ex- 
tended.

the directors at the 
suggestion of Rabbi 

another plan pro- 
viding for the sub- 
scription of larger 
amounts, payable in 

building purposes as 
they should be need- 
cd. Under this plan, 
a little money was 
subscribed, but still 
the large amount was 
nowhere in sight, and 
the problem of its 
realization unsolved. 
The few enthusiasts 
were groping in the 
dark.
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In April, 1904, the Council of Jewish 

Women announced a meeting to consider 
“the needs of the river district of Chi- 
cago.” The “river district of Chicago” 
meant that part west of the Chicago River

estmg developments of 
- psrtiopation by the 
m the B M Z. ba• 
Coliseum during the 
2C March 5, !90S. as

:OSE LEVY) w■■

Jewt Mn Benjamin Davis. then vice• 
president of the Council, suggested that 
the Institute send a committee to that

real needs of the “river district.” The 
suggestion was acted upon, and Nathan 
D. Kaplan and D. P. Pollock were named 
to appear at the meeting of the Council 
of Jewish Women and attempt to enlist 
its support.

It appeared, however, that it had not 
been the intention of the Council, com* 
posed as it was almost entirely of women 
of the South Side of the city, to consult 
the actual residents of the West Side, and 
the committee would have left as it had 
come, not heard and not known, had not 
Dr. Kate Levy requested the president to 
allow them a few words. Three minutes 

minutes sufficed to furnish food for 
thought to many of those present.

Several of the ladies then asked that 
their names be enrolled as members and 
a number expressed a desire to attend the 
Institute meetings and to learn of its pur- 
pose. The first among those to approach 
Kaplan as he left the platform, was Mrs. 
Johanne M. Loeb, whose son was years 
later to lead the Institute to its zenith of 
growth and accomplishment. Mrs. Loeb 
asked to be advised of the next meeting 
of the Institute. She attended that meet- 
ing and from that day to her death the 
Institute had no more devoted, loyal sup- 
porter than the mother of it» present 

the culmination of a campaign for 
$20,000 with which to clear its mortgage. 
The Institute officers saw a good oppor- 
tunity to help the old people’s home and 
the Institute at the same time, and they 
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offered to conduct a daily publication 
during the bazaar, which offer was ae• 
cepted. So on each of the eight days, the 
Bazaar Bell appeared in the Coliseum, 

licitcd by the members of the Institute. 
This little paper, which did much in the 
way of propaganda for the Institut- u״ 
sides raising several hundred dollar 
the B. M. Z., was edited by Natha

staff were a number of prominent

night editor of the Chicago Exam

Record-Herald; Israel Cowen, on

mained a most ardent worker for th 
stitute; I. K. Friedman, and Dr. Em 
Hirsch.

The second administration, chost 
April, the month following the ba 
represented a complete, change of

Dr. Halperin as president, Natha 
Kaplan became first vice-president; 
Louis (Rose L.) Newberger, second 
president; MarkT. Lyon, treasurer 
Kate Levy, corresponding secretary 
Jacob Kaplan, financial secretary.

ferent, being composed of the follov
Abel Davis 
Harry M. Fisher 
Charles D. Golden

Ezra Kaplan 
Berlha A. Loeb

Never did individuals devote them- 
selves more completely to a chosen cause 
than did this little band of workers for the 
Institute in these years when it was Strug- 
gling and groping its way. Night after 
night they would meet at the home of Dr.

of inspiration to all about her. Her de- 
votion to the organization and her un- 
swerving confidence in its eventual sue- 
cess energized all about her. Until fam- 

continued to exert every effort for the ad- 

fare of her people.
Even after she left Chicago, Dr. Levy 

was elected an honorary member of the 

was the case of Mrs. Louis Newberger, 
“Mother of the Institute,” who found no 
labor too strenuous, no duty too humble 
or irksome, if it would help the Institute. 
She was reelected term after term as a 
member of the board of directors until 
her death, leaving behind her many 
achievements of substantial worth.

iary, which resulted from the efforts of a 
number of women Mrs. Newberger had 
interested in the work, among them Mrs. 
Samuel (Anna) Hofman and Bertha A. 
Loeb. These women convened at the
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home of Miss Loeb’s father, Adolph 

has proved such a valuable acquisition to 
One of the accomplishments of the

nucleus, it was planned to purchase a 
house and lot which was available at 
Twelfth and Throop streets. To secure 
the rest of the money required, some of 
the members went out to solicit subscrip- 
tions, and it was on one of these pilgrim- 
ages that Israel Cowen and Nathan D. 
Kaplan met James Davis and presented 
the cause of the Institute to him. He re­

inent and made his first contribution— 

and indeed it was a matter of two years 

the Institute. But how much it actually 
in was to follow that first twenty- 

labor,—later developments show.

something that is intimately and 
of the basis on which rests the 

e these efforts were being made to 
i home for the Institute, Dr. Emil 
ich offered to give a course of lec- 
ider its auspices. He chose as his 
“Jewish History and Ethics of 

a.” The West Side Auditorium 
ted for the purpose, and the first 
season of the Institute was in- 
ed in January, 1907. A crowded 
ceted Dr. Hirsch at the opening 

and the interest continued 
!out the course, although Dr.

: the whole series, owing to ill 
but appeared at the closing, as he 
the opening, lecture. On the in­

for each lecture, these being, Dr. 
udclson, Dr. Tobias Schanfarber,

B. Levi, Alice Henry, of Aus- 
he Reverend Cyrus W. Osborn, 
y of the Congress of Religions; 
A. Fischkin, and Leon Zolotkoff.
D. Kaplan was chairman of the 

tee that arranged these lectures

The plans for the purchase of the 
Twelfth Street building were in the 
meantime being opposed by a number of 
the directors, and as a substitute the rent-

Island Avenue was urged. Following this 
suggestion, a three-year lease was signed 
in May, 1907, when a new administration, 
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headed by Nathan D. Kaplan as presi- 

Avenue house.. As a contrast to the pres- 
tinned that the monthly rental of the 

servative members were afraid would
The new home was equipped and ar- 

ranged largely through the efforts of Mrs. 
Newberger, Mrs. Samuel Hofman. 
Bertha A. Loeb, and a number of other 
ardent workers. It was then placed in 
charge of Harry A. Lipsky as superin- 
tendent. Lipsky had been active in the 
Institute since its inception, having been 
one of the framers of the constitution ; his 
thorough preparation for social service 
as well as his interest in the Institute ren-
tion. By September of 1907 classes were 

languages, music, stenography, and do- 
mestic science. The ground floor was 
used as a gymnasium and children’s play- 
room, the furnishings for which were 
furnished by the Jochannah Lodge, the 
Chicago Woman’s Aid, the Orphan’s 

throughout ' the year, and additional 
classes of contributing membership ar- 
ranged. At the close of the first season, 
an expense of $5,000 had been incurred, 

hand the $1,800 raised at• the theatrical. 
To forestall the deficit that would other- 
wise ensue, the Woman’s Auxiliary pro- 
jectcd a pageant vivant which was held at 
Orchestra Hall December 9,1907, where- 
by the handsome profit of $3,500 was 
realized.

This considerable financial achieve- 
ment heartened the officers and imbued 
them with confidence that they could go 
ahead with the upbuilding and necessary 
expansion of the Institute. President 
Kaplan had already entered into negotia- 
tions for the acquisition of the ground

and buildings of what was then a con- 
vent, at Taylor, Lytle, and Sibley streets, 
The plot comprised nearly six acres, and 
the price demanded was $125,000. This 
was a staggering sum for the Institute ad- 
herents with their modest means, but 
Kaplan was a daring as well as a far- 
visioned executive; he foresaw the great 
opportunity for service awaiting the In- 
stitute provided it could be adequately 
enlarged, and he did not intend to let the 
opportunity slip. He conferred on the 
subject with Julius Rosenwald, interested 
him in his plans, and elicited from him

Chicago, June 12, 1907.

01 sum 1 ,,"*'"'’יי '°" °' '“",י '1״."Sot.OO

Upon receipt of this letter, President 
Kaplan made an offer of $100,000 for the 
property, which was at first refused. 
Later, he was told that the.offer might be 
considered but by this time the money 
stringency of 1907 had set in and negotia- 
lions had to be deferred, and it was not 
until the following spring that they were 
resumed.
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During the year, a West End section of ingly he arranged a conference for April 

the Woman’s Auxiliary was 1 as followed by an
through the efforts of Mrs. Lew operty, and another
A.) Degen. For a number : 
body contributed much in 
service to the Institute. To 
credited the inauguration 

. children’s work, religious ׳ 
music classes, and many soci 
Among its leaders were Mrs. 
Mrs. Samuel Phillipson, 
Schiff, Mrs. Isadore (Esther‘ 
and Mrs. Louis (Rebecca) B<

In the election of 1908, I 
Fischkin, at the earnest inv 
Kaplan, consented to accept 
dency. He stipulated as a com

the directorate, and in pursu 
aim approached the latter on ..
The letter he received in response is 
historic: ־

I. L. Marks
E. A. riwhkir
Dr. R. L. Halperin
Max Klee

Chicago, March IS, 1908.

_ Dear Sir: I received your letter of the 11th

After further inspection of the prop- 
erty, Rosenwald, upon being informed 
that it could be had for $110,000, offered 
a loan of $75,000 without interest for the

The Taylor Street property still being 
available, Kaplan felt it time to initiate 

after. He offered also a personal contri- 
bution of $5,000 on condition that a fur- 
thcr $45,000 be raised so as to assure a 
fund for equipment as well as the pur- 
chase. In due time the conditions of 
Rosenwald’s loan were carried out. Even- 
tually, it need hardly be added, that prince 
of givers donated both the principal and 
interest of his loan as well as many other 
sums from time to time.
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The lease on the Blue Island Avenue 

premises was readily disposed of, and the

during the summer of 1908. It would 
hardly be just to leave this early phase of 
the Institute’s life without mentioning 
some of the workers who, in addition to
those already mentioned, made possible larger Jewish public gradually aligned 
its progress,.if not indeed its survival, and itself in support of the undertaking.
whose volunteer labors paved the way for By September, 1908, the Institute was 
thegreater Institute that was to be. These functioning in the main building of what

shortly before had been a convent. Two 
months later, Dr. David Blaustein, previ- 
ously identified with the Educational

(Mrs. Fred Glickman)

Tillie Nodack. social service

Jacob Cohen '

l'adore S. Blunienihal Bertha A L

Dora Elson
Harry M. Fisher Dr. Theodore B. Sachs

Dora Sklovsky (Mrs. A.
Rappaport)

Charles Ticktin

( Mrs. Chas. Abrams)
Samuel Weinshenker

Louise Loeb (Mis. Al- Leon Zolotkoft.

Besides these volunteers who gave their 
day's and evenings, there was a number of 
others, mostly public school teachers, who 
conducted English and Hebrew classes, 
but their names, unfortunately, were lost 
with the records destroyed in the fire, to 
be referred to later.

Nor should the cooperation of the 
rabbis be overlooked. From the very

in official capacities, spread the Institute 
propaganda from their pulpits, and aided 
the cause in many other ways. It was 
greatly owing to their interest that the 

that city to take charge of the work, with 
Harry A. Lipsky and Julia Felsenthal as 
his associates. From this time,.too, dates 
the service of Harry Berkman as head of 
the physical culture department, in which 
capacity he served for nearly fifteen years 
until he left to establish a health institu- 
tion of his own. During that time he
built up the
Institute into a nationally-known center, 
produced many championship teams and 
individuals, and won for himself uni- 
versai recognition as an authority and

With the taking over of the new head- 
quarters, the conduct of the Institute 
underwent a material change—from a 
basis of volunteer work to that compris- 
ing mostly paid service.

The influence of Dr. Blaustein made 
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itself felt powerfully from the day he 
assumed the superintendency. His mag- 
netic personality and great ability vital-

selves throughout the institution. Him- 
self an immigrant, he had a sympathetic 
attitude which made him peculiarly fitted 
for his task of helping the immigrant to 
a proper orientation. One of his innova- 
tions was the establishment of a modern 
synagogue, in which his interest was deep 
and sincere, he having been rabbi of an 
eastern congregation. Under his direc- 
tion, with Dr. Morris Levin officiating, 
the religious services at the Institute com- 
bined dignity and decorum with, a strict 

rituals.
Another feature inaugurated by Dr. 

Blaustein was the issuance of a monthly 
publication, which, though hampered 
through limited means during his incum■ 
bency, has since developed into one of the 
Institute’s chief media of spreading its 
influence. What his attitude toward this 
and the other instruments of the Institute 
was, may be gleaned from a concise state- 
ment once made by him: “The process 
of Americanization takes care of itself 
fin Chicago]. But it is their Judaism 
that the people lose too rapidly.” To him

other activities of the Institute were com- 
ponents of a program which aimed at

instilling in the new generation the high- 
est American ideals, at the same time pre: 
serving Jewish culture.)
• The problem of rehabilitating the In- 

stitute grounds and buildings was one of 
the many facing the new superintendent. 
He met it with admirable efficacy, to- 
gether with a Mr. Varady, an expert in 
such matters, whom Dr. Blaustein 
brought from New York for the purpose. 
Soon library, meeting rooms, assembly 
halls, synagogue, administration offices, 
class and club rooms, and gymnasium 
were all adequately laid out and in oper- 
ation, and the great West Side awoke to 
the fact that something big was being 
built up in its midst. Various organiza- 
tions sought headquarters  in the Institute, 
among them the Hebrew Literary Society 
and others interested in Hebrew learning. 
It was not long before the capacity of the 
premises was as much taxed as the small 
Blue Island Avenue building had been.

Many problems were still to be met, of 
organization and of administration. But 
no longer were they problems of exist- 
ence; they were the questions incident 
upon a healthy, robust expansion. The 
Institute was now a “going” concern—a 
communal enterprise whose operations 
were to reach a scale dreamed of, but per- 
haps never expected, by those idealists 
whose devoted offering brought it into
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Notable Benefactions—Appointments and Elections—New Organizations: 
Conference of J ewish Women’s Organizations, Maimonides Hospital, 
Federated Orthodox Jewish Charities, and Others—The Expansion of 
Zionism—Progress of the Older Organizations—The Beilis Case — 
Death of Samuel Meisenberg—The American Jewish Congress and 
Chicago’s Share Therein.

HE process of expansion noted 

with the first decade of the new 
century, but continued un- 

abated for some years. Even after the 
greatest war in history cast its blight over 
the world, and until the entry of the 
United States into the conflict, this proc- 
css went on with undiminished vigor, 
marking the rise of the Chicago Jewish 
community to the second largest in the 
country and the third in the world.;

may be characterized as an era of munifi- 
cent giving. Among the benefactions of 
the time were : $20,000 by the Leon Man- 
del Estate, $10,000 by the Edward 
Morris Estate, and $25,000 by Oscar G. 
Foreman—all to the Associated Jewish 
Charities (1914) ; $15,000 to the Jewish

Foreman (1912) ; $25,000 by the Edwin 
G. Foreman Estate, $10,000 by Max 
Adler, and $15,000 by Ira Nelson Morris 
—these last three to the Michael Reese 
Hospital, in 1914; and $50,000 be- 
queathed to Jewish institutions by Bern- 
hardt Baumgardcn in 1915, the largest 
gift made by any member of the Russian-

Foremost of all, however, were those of

Julius Roscnwald, which have earned 
for him a place among the world’s great- 
est philanthropists. In 1912, on the 
occasion of his fiftieth birthday, he made 
gifts totaling $687,000, to various causes, 
including $250,000 to the University of 

ing, housing the geology department and 
bearing the donor’s name, has since been 
built; $250,000 for the Administration 
Building of the Jewish Charities of 
Chicago, at 1800 Selden Street; $50,000 
for a country club for social service 
workers, at Riverside, Illinois; and 
$25,000 to Tuskegee Institute, the great

This last-named gift was based on no 
freakish impulse but on a real interest in 
the colored race, awakened in Rosenwald 
by the autobiography of Booker T.

In 1913 Roscnwald made an offer to give 
$25,000 toward building a Y. M. C. A. 
for negroes to any community in the 
country which would raise $75,000 addi- 
tional. As a result, fifteen such institu- 
tions arc now in operation all over the 
United States. In all, over two and one- 
half million dollars has been raised in 
response to Roscnwald’s stimulating of- 
fer, his share in the project totaling 
$375,000. An even greater philanthropy
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has been his aid in the establishment of 
rural schools for negroes in the southern 
states. More than 2,000 school-houses 
have already been erected at a total cost 
of $7,620,000, of which the Julius Rosen- 
wald fund has contributed $1,450,000. 
The magnitude of the undertaking may 
be seen from the fact that these schools 
require 4,900 teachers and accommodate 
221,000 pupils. This work is being con- 
tinued and by June, 1924, a total of 2,500 
schools will have been completed and 
Rosenwald’s share therein will total 
$2,000,000.

Another benefaction of this remarkable 
man, whose humanitarian zeal has never 
been bound by locale, creed, or race, 
came largely as a result of his visit to 
Palestine in 1914. It consisted of a num- 
ber of contributions toward the rehabili- 
tation of that ancient land, some of which 
were, $70,000 to the Jewish Agricultural 
Experiment Station at Haifa; $10,000 
for the upbuilding of the orange indus- 
try; 25,000 francs to the Bct-Am, Jeru- 
salem; 12,000 francs for the publication 
of Ben Jehuda's Hebrew dictionary, and 
several donations to music schools.

All of Rosenwald’s gifts so far men- 
tioned, and his many others of this 
period, were but a prelude to lit? vastly 
greater contributions during the World 
War, so soon to come; but these we shall 
touch on later.

In consonance with their great growth 
in numbers and influence during this 
period, the Jews of Chicago gained pub- 
lie and political recognition to an extent 
far beyond that accorded them thereto- 
fore. It manifested itself in a large num- 
ber of appointments and elections, 
which thenceforth was looked upon as 
the political due of local Jewry.

Even a foreign honor fell to the lot of 
a Jewish Chicagoan when, in 1913, Max 
Pam, the eminent attorney, received the 
decoration of Saints Cyrillus and Metho- 
dius, from Monseigneur Mcnint of Bui- 
garia. This was in recognition of his gift

of $25,000 to the Catholic University at 
Washington, establishing scholarships 
for study of the social sciences.

In the field of social service, many new 
organizations came into existence to sup- 
plement the effort of the veteran bodies. 
The South Side was especially busy with 
a wide variety of interests, and a number 
of important organizations, mostly 
women’s, were born in these years. The 
Sarah Greenebaum Lodge, United Order 
True Sisters, in 1913 organized Rest- 
haven, a home for the care of Jewish 
women and girls in ill health. Resthaven 
came to be the principal activity of the 
Sarah Greenebaum Lodge, through 
which an ever-increasing number of con- 
valescents were helped yearly to strength 
and happiness. Another organization, 
conducted by and for women, was the

1915 with Mrs. Isaac F. Stern as presi- 
dent. Its camp, first at Round Lake and 
later at Diamond Lake, Illinois, was 
built as a center for Jewish girls, and has 
afforded a vacation to an average of 250 
girls annually. In the same year was 
founded the Scholarship Association for 
Jewish Children, a body devoting itself 

tion. Also formed in 1915, was the Jew- 
ish Educational Center, a South Side in- 
stitution for the fostering of Jewish cdu- 
cation and culture. Its founder and first 
president was Dr. A. B. Yudcison.

The Infants’ Aid Society, formed in 
1914 by Mrs. Harry J. Joseph (Hortense 
Schoen), devoted itself to babies and 
mothers in need, distributing its efforts 
among a number of institutions as well as 
individuals.

To the South Side must also be cred- 
ited in this period, the creation of a body 
that has taken its place in the very front 
rank of importance. This is the Confer- 
ence of Jewish Women's Organizations, 
founded in 1910 by that trio of social 
service veterans, Mrs. Hannah G. Solo•* 
mon, Mrs. Ignace J. Reis, and Mrs. M.
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A. Weinberg. It was intended to fill the who would scorn to avail themselves of 
need that had long been felt by the more hospital care at the sacrifice of their 
progressive in the community—a central religious scruples. Back of its formation 
body which would furnish a point of was also the thought of giving to the 
contact between the various women’s great population of the West Side a 
organizations of the city, and a medium medical institution built especially for 
for the exchange of views and the har- them, whose personnel would have the 
monizing of their respective activities, sympathetic attitude and warm consid- 
The Conference of Jewish Women’s eration that only a Jewish hospital could

MRS M A WIIVBUG :BMIIV MOOtBI -•• tert

Organizations from the start fulfilled 
this function in an efficacious way, and 
became a vital communal instrument.

The initial meeting was held on Jan- 
uary 20, 1910, when the Maimonides 

years of struggle against indifference and 
discouragement followed before the sup- 
port of the public was gained to the extent 
that a building could be started. This, 
on California Avenue near Fifteenth 
Street, was completed in 1913, and dedi- 
cated on June 22, with Isaac Lurya, 
president; S. J. Rosenblatt, and Max M. 
Korshak, vice-presidents; Morris Joseph,

What this period had meant in toil and 

was to bring the workers for the hospital, 

blatt {Chicago Chronicle, “Jewish Pi- 
oncers' Number,” March 30, 1923) :

During these years, the West Side was of the guests. '
taken up with a number of communal
enterprises of its own. Of these, the most Lurya, president of the hospital. delivered his ad- 
productive and enduring were the Mount d."^ “d 5 °' ״יe , '״10״ ^ b>’ Jud?' F“b“• 
Sinai Hospital and the Federated Ortho-
dox Jewish Charities, whose origin and stepped forward and with his ready sense of fitness,
severance against difficulties. broken through the clouds and shines on

The Maimonides Hospital, originally Maimomdes as a signal for a brighter hsnne." 
the name of the Mount Sinai, was organ*״״••״ ״««״, •g«״- p!acC1 and (ot half a ״ ,;0״ r thc sandwiches, lemon- 
IZCd to provide kosher accommodations ade and oranges were Hosting around in an ocean 
for the large number of orthodox Jews of rainwater, like Noah’s Ark during the deluge.
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Hospital weie going on, the West Side 

the Fedeiared Orthodox Jewish Chari- 
r.es It was founded w.th the same aims 
in view as had brought the Associated 
Jewish Chanties into existence a decade

and waste in the collection and distnbu 
tioo of communal funds, to encourage 
and support worthy effort, and to prevent 
unworthy or inadvisable projects from

1911, chiefly through the instrumentality 
of Bernard Horwich, who aligned the 
support of orthodox elements, among 
which one of the strongest aids was the 
Daily Jewish Courier. On December 
19, the “Ways and Means Committee to 
Federate Orthodox Jewish Charities” 
met to formulate plans and raise sub- 
scriptions, and from this meeting two 
weeks later there resulted the Federated 
Orthodox Jewish Charities, headed by 
Bernard Horwich, president; Samuel 
Phillipson, James Davis, and A. S. Roe, 
vice-presidents; B. J. Schiff, treasurer;

W* Ausoaird ••J'Trdovfrd

and Mrs. Julius Stone, financial sec-

A number of contributions were made 
by the members with which to launch the 
infant organization, of which the largest 
were $1,000 each by B. Baumgarden, 
Louis Bomash, B. Horwich, S. Morris, 
Samuel Phillipson, and B. J. Schiff. The 
ready׳ sympathies of Julius Rosenwald 
were quickly enlisted, committees organ- 
ized for the various sections of the city, 
and the work of securing the support of 
the public was begun. Thus was 
launched the venture which was to prove 
so interesting and successful an experi- 
ment in inculcating method, order, and
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societies or “gates” were organized con- 
stantly in the cities and towns of the 
Middle West, the membership was 
steadily, if not swiftly, augmented, and 
the to infiltrate
the various channels of Jewish life. In 
these years the Knights of Zion main- 
tained an office at 47 Johnson Street, 
where the Hebrew Literary Society had 
its headquarters. Besides Leon Zolotkoff

others became prominent leaders of Mid- 
die West Zionism during this time. 
These were Max Shulman and Nathan 
D. Kaplan, each of whom served as head 
of the Knights of Zion and filled various 
important positions.

Mention should be made also of a

existence in this period, which, while 
they remained independent and apart, 
had aims allied to, or in sympathy with, 
those of the Zionist organization.

cooperation into orthodox philanthropy.
An offshoot of the “Federated” in the 

form of a young men’s auxiliary took 
root in 1913. It was called the Young 
Men’s Federated Jewish Charities, and 
its first president was Al. H. Rosenberg. 
The organization functioned successfully 
for five years until, in 1918, it was amal- 
gamated with the similar body of the 
"Associated” to form the Young Men's 
Jewish Charities.

Throughout the period we are now 
considering, the Zionist movement broad- 
ened and grew in Chicago. The Knights 
of Zion, heretofore existing as an inde- 
pendent organization, at its annual con- 
vention of December 29, 1912-January 
1, 1913 decided to affiliate with its sister 
body operating in the eastern states, the

Through this consolidation, which how- 
ever allowed the Knights of Zion to 
retain its autonomy, a greater measure of 
cooperation was attained, and the efforts
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The first of these was the Chicago 

Hachooza, founded in September, 1910. 
It was patterned on the St. Louis Ha- 
chooza, established by Simon Goldman, 
the pioneer in this work. Its purpose 
was to purchase land in Palestine and 
prepare it for settlement by the owners of 
the individual tracts, whose money cn- 
abled the purchases to be made and the 
work to be done. Land sales were trans- 
acted through the medium of shares, the 
price of each share being $200, payable 
in small installments.

Under B. A. Antonow, its first presi- 
dent, who served for eight consecutive 
years, the Chicago Hachooza progressed

rapidly and by 1912 was able to buy a 
large tract in Palestine on which to start 
a colony. This consisted of 5,400 dunam 
in Galilee, near Poriah, the settlement

>f the St. Louis Hachooza. On it a 
olony was founded, named Ramah, 
vhich attained substantial proportions 
ifter Antonow, in 1914, visited it in per- 
on and saw to the necessary arrange- 

members who desired to settle there. At 
latest accounts the Chicago Hachooza 
had $115,000 invested in its colony, and 
2,400 dunam planted with olive trees.

Another organization, also pro-Zionist 
but not exclusively so, was the Jewish 
National Workers’ Alliance, known also 
as the “Arbeiter Verband.” The Chi- 
cago branch of the national organization 
was formed in 1912, Morris Silbert, B. J. 
Shapiro, and Hirsch H. Resnick being 
among the leading founders. In addi- 
tion to the usual “benefits” of a fraternal 
organization, its objects were defined to 
be “to promote a revival of the Jewish 
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national spirit among the Hebrew popu- 
lation of the United States, and the social, 
educational and economical betterment 
of the Jewish masses, and to help in the 
upbuilding of a Jewish National Home 
in Palestine.’’ A workingmen’s organ- 
ization, the Jewish National Workers’ 
Alliance found much in common with 
the Poale Zion, and in the ensuing years, 
both bodies often worked together in the 
pursuit of their compatible aims.

In the year 1913, two women’s organ- 
izations were brought forth in Chicago, 
both dedicated to work for Palestine and 
both a result of a visit to this city by that 
devoted Zionist leader, Henrietta Szold. 
These were the Chicago Hadassah and 
the Chicago Jewish Committee for 
Palestinian Welfare, both of which 
flourished from the start and made many 
substantial contributions to the Jewish

The Hadassah was organized as the 
Chicago chapter of the national body of 
the same name, which became the official

country. Under Mrs. Augusta H. Sil- 
ver, Mrs. A. Levinson, Mrs. Hannah 
Shulman Sager, Lillian Herstein, and a

during the period under consideration,

■ influence in the community and eventu- 
ally branched out into several different 
sub-chapters. Its specific purpose, be- 
sides that of spreading Zionist propa- 
ganda, was the promotion of the various 
health agencies needed in Palestine, such 
as hospitals, sanitaria, welfare stations, 
home nursing and medical service, and

which the Chicago branch became an 
important part, succeeded in its'mission 
so well as to become eventually the recog- 
nized head in such work. Through the 
funds it raised and the service performed 
by its members, hospitals and clinics were 
established, health campaigns conducted, 
and many of the young women of Pales- 

munities, through nursing.

Chicago Jewish Committee for Pales- 

mained an independent body and took no 

Albert H. Loeb, the first chairman, Mrs. 

Mrs. Moses L. Purvin, Mrs. Lee J. 

among the organizers. Their zeal was 

went for the betterment of conditions in 
the Holy Land, in the form of medical 
service and relief work. The example of 
so influential a group did much to stimu- 
late interest in Palestine on the part of 
others and to popularize practical work 
on its behalf.

The Mizrachi, the orthodox wing of

ties in Chicago in 1913, when Rabbi 

formed a branch here with the aid of 
Rabbis Jacob Levinson, then of B’nai Is- 
rael Congregation, Saul Silber, Ephraim 
Epstein, H. Rubenstein, Mordecai Zevin, 
E. R. Muskin, and others.

Another event of particular interest to 
Zionists was the erection of the Theodore 
Herzl Public School, the first such in this

founder of the Jewish nationalist move- 
ment. That it was so named was owing 
mainly to the efforts of Harry A. Lipsky, 
who saw an opportunity to honor the 
memory of Herzl in having the beautiful 
school building at the junction of Doug- 
las and Independence boulevards, in the 
heart of the biggest Jewish section of the 
city. With appropriate ceremonies the 
cornerstone was laid on March 17, 

had been paid such a tribute in Chicago, 

monument or other memorial in public 
places which might serve as their center, 
as have the Chicagoans of other races, the 
Theodore Herzl School became, in a way, 
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the shrine of the West Side, one of its

public occasions.
During these years, the communal or- 

poring and some struggling, some forging 
ahead through judicious exertion, and 
others lagging behind by reason of un- 
wise purpo'se or misplaced energy—as is 
always the case, with organizations as 
with individuals.

Among the congregations, Sinai’s 
ascendancy,;growing year by year, was 
further fortified by the occupancy of its 
magnificent new temple, the fourth in its 
long history׳. In 1906, with the election 
of Moses E. Greenebaum, son of Elias

had been made to erect a new building in

ship than was the one at Indiana Avenue 
and Twenty-first Street. Indeed, the 
matter of building of a new temple had 
been under consideration since 1900. 
The site of the new structure was chosen 
at the southwest corner of Grand Boule-

vard and Forty-sixth Street, fronting 
200 feet on the Boulevard and with a 
depth of 150 feet. The architect, Alfred 
S. Alschuler, estimated the cost at 
$483,000.

It was the desire of the members to 
have the new building ready in time for 
the celebration of Sinai’s fiftieth anni- 
versary in 1911. This wish, however, 
was not fulfilled, and the event was 
marked in the old house of worship, 
April 23, 1911, by a discourse by Dr. 
Hirsch, entitled, “Sinai’s Half-Century.” 
In it he reviewed the congregation s life 
and summarized its spiritual achieve- 
ments and its contribution to Jewish 
thought. A formal farewell was paid the 

had been held continuously for thirty-

Dr. Hirsch had occupied the pulpit. The 
temple was closed a week later.

The new building was far enough ad- 
vanced to permit of the holding of fall

for admission that unheard-of prices
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were offered for choice seats and every 
ticket was sold in record time. Tens of 
thousands came to inspect the new temple
pressed by their lavish, yet refined, 

the educational and recreational facilities

haven opening the Rachel Jackson Me- 
morial, May 25, 1913; and a number of

The Marks Nathan Orphan Home, 
having decided in 1909 upon removal 
from the Northwest Side to Lawndale, 
found the next few years ones of trial and 
difficulty. Julius Rosenwald, who had 
been approached for aid, offered to con- 
tribute generously, provided the plans 
for building the new home on Albany 
Avenue were abandoned, and the board- 
ing-out plan adopted. His suggestions 
were thoroughly discussed at a special 
meeting held Äpril 12, 1910. After a 
lengthy debate, it was decided not to 
accept Rosenwald’s offer, which decision

Horwich, chairman of the Building 
Fund Committee, resigned from that 
position, and others followed his exam- 
pie. The proponents of the institutional 

termined on their course, however, and
by the many to whom its privileges were continued to exert every effort toward the 
extended with a most liberal hand.

Another temple was added to Chi-
erection of an adequate orphan home.

A mass-meeting to rouse support for
cago’s already large number when Tern- the new building was called at National 
pie Judea came into existence, in 1914. Union Hall, State and Adams streets, 
The first such to make its appearance in when those who shared Rosenwald’s view 

to the efforts of a small group, led by A delegation, consisting of Julius Rosen- 
Herman Moment and Dr. A. H. C. wald, Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, Judge Julian 
Goldfine. Their desire for a “modern” W. Mack, Charles Shaffner, Mrs. Ben- 
congregation with which to attract and jamin Davis, and Mrs. Julius Stone, ap- 
hold the Jewish youth that was drifting peared and urged that the new plan of 
away from the synagogue, resulted in orphan care which Rosenwald was pre- 
what is often described as the “conserva- pared to support, be given a trial.

This and other attempts to influence 
the heads of the Home—in which no lessthe traditional and the reform service.

The rapid growth of the community a social worker than Jane Addams joined 
caused a continual expansion of the facil- —proved unavailing. The Marks Na- 
ities of the various institutions, in order than officials appreciated the sincerity 
to keep pace with the increase in the de- of those who differed with them, but 
mands made upon them. Thus, we find clung steadfastly to their position. They 
the Home for Aged Jews dedicating its were convinced that institutional care 
Annex, September 13, 1912; the Michael was a practical necessity under social 
Reese Hospital opening the Sarah conditions as they found them and as 
Morris addition, May 25, 1913; Rest- these conditions promised to continue
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conviction the progress of events seems 
to have borne out the adherents of the 
Home and to have justified their obsti-

With arduous effort, the workers found 
it possible to carry out the laying of the 
cornerstone on June 4, 1911, when more 
than 15,000 attended the ceremonies. 
Despite the $9,300 collected on this occa- 
sion, with H. M. Barnett acting as 
“auctioneer,” and despite many other 

Formal יgifts, some of them large ones, such as 
the $5,000 donated by Mrs. Marks 
Nathan (in addition to the $3,000 she 
had already given) and $2,000 by Louis 
Bomash—financial difficulties set in after 
construction was well under way, and the 
contractors refused to go on with the

was held on March 20, at the Great 
Northern Hotel, at which it was decided 
to send out 50,000 appeals asking for 
dollar contributions. Charles B. Haf- 
fenberg offered to donate $1,000 through 
the Chicago Israelite provided the latter 
started a subscription list, which it agreed 
to do through Dr. Tobias Schanfarber, 
whose editorial appeals resulted in many 
subscriptions. Committees were named 

to see the various reform rabbis to urge 
them to appeal to their congregations for 
help, and to approach District No. 6 of 
the B’nai B’rith for aid. In this way, the 
workers were able to go on with the 
building.

During the summer of 1912, while the 
Home was nearing completion, Mrs.
from Julius Rosenwald an offer of

lin conditions, contribute S25.0O0 for the pur-

Consideration of this offer, which like 

ice, showed Rosenwald’s broad-gauged 
mmunal spirit, was deferred until after 
e opening of the Home, preparations 
r which were pressed with all haste.

-ied a week of
impressive ceremonies and joyous cele-

held on Sunday, November 17, 1912 and 
a week later, in an impressive parade the 
children—186 in number—were trans- 
ferred from the old home to the new.

With the handsome and costly new 
Home dedicated and providing the

overshadowed all others:
1. Rosenwald’s offer to give the 

Home $25,000 subject to certain condi- 
tions specified by him and the committee

2. The relations between the Home 
and the Federated Orthodox Charities 
then forming.

The matter of cooperation in the estab-
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lishmcnt of the Charities was first given 
consideration by the Board. In response 
to a request of the “Federated" that two 
representatives from the Home serve on 
the general committee of the “Federated," 
Moses Stone and Rabbi Saul Silber were 
named, and on December 9, at a special 
meeting of the Board, the Home voted to 
affiliate with the “Federated" provided 
its plan of operation and its by-laws were 
acceptable to the special committee 
named by the Home to study them and

a resolution to affiliate was adopted, in 
accordance with which the city member- 
ship list of the Home was turned over to 
the “Federated;״ the old system of collec- 
lions was abolished and the Home be- 
came a constituent of the centralized 
body. Although for some time this new 
order of things gave anxiety, eventually 
it proved to be highly beneficial.

Three weeks after the affiliation, the 
committee from the Home appointed to 
negotiate for the Rosenwald donation, 
consisting of Moses Stone, Mrs. Benja- 
min Davis and Mrs. Julius Stone, recom-

Rosenwald’s committee be agreed to, and
approved. On January 26, 1913, the 
Home Committee reported that Rosen- 
wald had deposited $25,000 in Greene- 
baum Sons' Bank in the name of the 
Marks Nathan Home.

The year 1913-14 brought to the presi- 
dency Charles I. Herron as successor to 
Moses Stone who had served as the sec- 
ond president following the incumbency 
of Jacob Levy, “the grandfather of the 
Home." The same year marking the 
beginning of Herron’s long and pro- 
ductive service, saw another important 
change in personnel, when Superintend­
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ent Saul Drucker resigned, after seven 
years of faithful work, and was succeeded 
by Elias Trotzkey.

Under the joint direction of President 
Herron and Superintendent Trotzkey, 
which has continued to the present time, 
consistent progress was made—not, how- 
ever, without its trials and difficulties. 
The resignation of influential executive 
members, the failure by the Federated 

Among the many offerings made from 
time to time by the friends of the Home,

tion of a dental staff, in 1916; the raising 
of large sums for the Federated Chari-

first mortgages, in 1915 and 1919, re- 
spcctivcly; the dedication of the south 
wing and improvements in 1920, and the 
establishing of an after-care department

upon, which occurred in 1914 and was 
caused by the financial difficulties in 
which the “Federated" found itself in 

toward developments proved serious set- 
backs to the Marks Nathan Home at a 
time when it could ill withstand them.

But the ardent workers for the orphans 
persevered in spite of all, and in time 
their struggles were more than compen- 
sated for by a growth in the Home sur- 
passing the hopes of even the most 
optimistic. Many improvements, in 

time to time, such, for instance, as the 
opening of the playground and the inccp-

$10,000 willed by Bernhardt Baum- 

in organizing the first medical staff; the 
tremendous work performed by S. J. Ro- 
senblatt in securing funds and in directing

of I. Schor in pledging to furnish all the 
glass needed by the Home as long as he 
lived, supplemented by a $2,000 insur- 
ance policy payable to the Home.

The building vacated by the Marks 
Nathan Home, on Wood and Blucher 
streets, became the headquarters of a 
new Jewish institution, when a group of 
Northwest Side residents saw an oppor- 
tunity to provide therein a much-needed 
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social center. David Koenigsberg, A. S. 

been instrumental in the erection of the 

as a Talmud Torah in 1903, and who had 
sold it to the Marks Nathan Home, took

in 1911. Gath

Samuel Koenigsberg, Mrs. Harry 
and Joseph Edelson, they set

center, which was named t 
Educational Alliance. This 
performed valuable work in i 
more than ten years until it w 
dated with the Chicago Hebre 
as a Northwest Side branch.

The Hebrew Institute, on it

still its formative period. Its 
were seriously augmented by 
and disastrous happening י 
curred in February, 1910. Th 
had scarcely been placed : in smooth
working order by Dr. David Blaustein, 
its devoted superintendent, when the 
main building was gutted by fire, and the

institution left practically homeless. Be- 
sides the property and records that were 
destroyed, the Hebrew Literary Society 
lost its valuable library containing many 
rare volumes impossible of replacement.

Fortunately, the sum of $51,000 was 
obtained in insurance, and with this fund 
in hand, the work was transferred to the 
old school building on the grounds, 
which to the present time has served as 
the administration building.

At this time, differences arose between 
Dr. Blaustein and Dr. E. A. Fischkin, 
president of the Institute, regarding a

by the latter. Dr. Blaustein favored its 

his heart on its exploitation to the maxi- 

excellent men, each moved by a profound 
and sincere idealism, led to other dis­
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had come from New York at the invita- 
tion of Dr. Blaustein. He assumed his 
more than a year, until February, 1911, 
when Dr. Joseph Pedott, fresh from 
graduate studies in Germany, accepted 
the post and took up his duties as super- 
intendent.

At the annual election of 1910, held on 
May 22, Dr. Fischkin refused to stand 
for reelection, because he believed the 
burned building should be reconstructed 
whereas the directors had decided to : 
it and content themselves with the scl 
annex as administration headquar 
At this election Julius Rosenwald 
chosen president, serving for two te

This proved to be a trying time fot 
Institute, when its budget was foun 
be mounting faster than the funds to t 
it could be secured. Happily, sev 

to save the situation.
One of the most important of these 

Max Klee, whose zeal was directed t< 
business and financial problems of th! 
stitution. He planned budgets, su 
vised employment, and encourage 
spirit of persistence that counted 
much in overcoming the many obst! 
to be confronted.

James Davis was another who 
formed yeoman service in this tim 
difficulty, and whose interest in the 
stitute, like that of Klee, never wt 
from that time on. He took charg- -- 
the reconstruction work, and under his 
supervision the grounds were cleared and 
fitted for outdoor activities, and the annex 
building equipped for its enlarged

Mrs. Benjamin Davis, assisted by 
Bertha Jerusalimsky (Mrs. Harry Berk- 
man) who was in charge of the office 
work, directed the summer activities. So 
comprehensive was the program she set 
in motion that it provided for adults, 
children, and infants. The inception of 

sponsored by the South Side Woman’s

the direction of Mrs. Davis, who headed 
a committee of sixteen for that purpose. 
This department provided classes in 
gymnastics, kindergarten, dancing, 
games, hygiene, Jewish learning, and 
kindred subjects.

Jacob M. Loeb was chairman of the 
committee on physical culture, and it was 
largely owing to his boundless energy 
that proper quarters and equipment were

>e Institute.

Educational 
«■a________  — leadership of

Pam, now judge of the Superior Court, 
delivered a notable series of lectures on 
Government and Civics; the Sunday con- 
certs, established through the generosity 
of Mrs. Edwin Romberg and Max Klee, 
who defrayed the deficits necessarily in- 

music to a public that could be charged 
only a nominal admission; the Players* 
Club, which was brought into being 

and. the music department, installed by 
the West End Section of the Woman’s
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Auxiliary (reorganized as the Institute 
Woman's Club), with Mary Wcinshen- 
kcr (Mrs. M. Abrams) and, later, Sarah 
A. Kaplan in charge of the piano classes. 
Thus were brought into being the nuclei

ing with the years, have made the Insti-

Dr. Pcdott proved a successful cxccu- 

tion with the Institute was destined to be 
a long and notable one. Philip L. 
Scman, who took up his position as super- 
intendent in October, 1913, had already 
achieved a wide reputation as head of the 
Jewish Educational Alliance of St. 
Louis. His aim was, first to familiarize 

gram of the officers of the Institute, and 
then to shape his efforts accordingly.

of the Institute, as well as its social attrac- 
tions, and was economical and conserva- 
tivc in his management. He entertained 
strong views upon matters of policy, 
however, which did not accord with 
those of some of the officers, and this 
division of opinion grew more marked 
as time tvent on, until finally he resigned, 
in May, 1913.

This course soon gained him the full 
confidence and support of all, ,so that no 
dissenting voice marred the harmony he

When Seman came to the Institute, the 
presidency had been occupied a year by 
Jacob M. Loeb elected in May, 1912. 
President and superintendent found 
themselves in full accord with each other, 
and the ensuing association between the 
two, which has continued to the present
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time, resulted in a healthy and rapid de- 
place the Institute more securely in the

of the progress achieved under their 

bilities met, of opportunities seized, of 
objectives reached.

A number of other volunteer workers, 
besides those already mentioned, gave

ing of the Institute. Mrs. Julius Stone, 
elected secretary in 1908, proved one of 
the steadiest and staunchest of workers. 
Each year to the present time, through 

been reelected to the position in which 
she served with such selfless ardor as to 
win from Rosenwald the characteriza- 
tion of “the Jewish Jane Addams.” 

Among the women, too, should be men- 
tioned Mrs. Joseph Fish, who, as presi- 
dent of the Woman's Auxiliary, added 
the Institute to her many other fields of 
communal work and did much to further 
its advancement. Charles Shaffner, “the 
grand old man," brought to the Institute 
an offering of service unexcelled in its 
devotedness, and Gustav Hochstadter 
was another whose performance was as 
whole-hearted and dependable as it was 
unostentatious. A. L. Stone and Albert 
Stein, both now deceased, were known as 
“right-hand men” of President Loeb, 
unfailingly to be counted on whenever 
there was work to be done.

The changes from year to year in the 
personnel of the Board of Directors dis- 
close the process by which the Institute 
gradually but surely passed from the 
hands of the early group of compara- ' 
tively obscure idealists and the elements 
of Chicago Jewry which they repre- 
sented, into the control of influential men 
and women, representative of the philan- 
thropic leadership of the community. In 

and the principles on which it operated, 

the character and the principles with 
which its founders had sought to infuse 
it, in the same degree as the conceptions 
of Jewish social service held by its later 
heads differed from the views of those 
who had nurtured the Institute in its

This period marks the establishment of 
the Institute on a large as well as a sub- 
stantial basis. The great gymnasium, 
made possible through a gift of $50,000 
by Roscnwald on his fiftieth birthday, 
August 12, 1912, and erected in 1915 at 
a cost of $135,000; the move to secure a 
new administration building, for which 
$40,000 had been collected when the 
World War, enveloping the United 
States in its fiery grip, swept all plans 
aside; and later, the conversion of the 
Jewish Education Alliance into a North- 
west Side branch, followed by efforts for
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indicate the vast proportions which the 
Institute was assuming in these years, 
and the preeminent place to which it was 
rising, not only in the Jewish life of Chi- 
cago but among social institutions 
throughout the country. Its progenitors 
had sensed a real need, and upon the 
modest foundation they had laid, there 
was being reared in this period an im- 
mcnse institution, in truth a social center 
for the Jewish masses of the city.

During the stretch of time embraced 
by this chapter, no local happening 
aroused Chicago Jewry as did an occur- 
rence in far-off Russia, in which but a
This was the case of Mendel Beilis, 

on a charge of ritual murder shocked the

dignation against the Czarist régime. 
Bei 1 is, an obscure Jewish .workman, whose 
arrest was but an attempt by the Russian 
bureaucracy to foment hatred and vio- 
lence against its Jewish subjects, was ac- 
cused in 1911 of killing a Russian boy. 
The purpose of the crime, it was claimed, 

was to provide the human blood alleged 
to be necessary in the religious rites con- 
nccted with the Jewish Passover.

This hideous slander upon a people 
which had given birth to the command- 
ment, “Thou shalt not kill," was not new, 
of course. It had been repeatedly thrust 
upon the Jews for centuries, and as often 
exposed for the fabrication it was. But 
seemingly no charge was too outworn to 
be used by the failing Russian govern- 
ment against the element it feared; nor 
any accusation too absurd to be believed 
in by the ignorant Russian populace, 
when directed against the minority they 
had been taught to hate and despise.

For two years Beilis was kept in prison, 
finally being brought to trial in the fall of 
1913. While the ghastly farce, lasting a 
month, was being enacted, the whole civi- 
lized world voiced its protest. From 
every corner of the globe came exprès- 
sions of indignation against the travesty 
on justice being staged in Kiev; govern- 
ments passed resolutions, mass-meetings 

thinking people all over the earth sought 
to express their attitude toward the au- 



tocracy responsible for the foul proceed-

The foremost statesmen, scholars, seien- 
lists, and churchmen of the Christian 
world, and the enlightened press of every 
land, joined in the effort to vindicate 
Beilis and thus free his people in Russia 
from the menace threatening them should 
the trial result in a conviction.

In the United States, eminent gentiles 
everywhere lent sympathetic aid in

truth. On October 28, before the trial 
opened, Cardinal Gibbons added his pro- 
test to that of other Catholic leaders,

in Newwhile at its tri׳
York City, the Protestant Épiscopal 
Church took the opportunity to call the 
Church of Russia ,‘to make formal pro- 
nouncement that charges of so-called 
ritualistic murders arc without founda- 
tion or justification in the religion of 
Israel, and to remind them that in the 

against our own most holy religion.’’
Chicagoans, Jewish and non-Jewish, 

were not behindhand. On October 8, 
twenty-two rabbis, meeting at Ohave 
Sholom synagogue, took an oath denying 
the use of blood in religious ceremonies, 
and a week later the Chicago Rabbinical

publish a resolution of protest. On Octo- 
ber 17, J. Hamilton Lewis, senator from 
Illinois, introduced a resolution in the 
Senate urging “that the proper offices of 
the Government be directed to use the 
good offices of the United States with the 
Government of Russia, to the end that 

ish people at large, and Mendel Beilis in 
particular, be withdrawn, and the Jew- 
ish people receive the vindication justice 
requires.” On the same day, Congress- 
man A. J. Sabath introduced a similar 
resolution in the House of Représenta-

A great and memorable demonstration 
was held in Chicago on Sunday, October 

19, when a protest meeting crowded 
Cohan’s Grand Opera House and neces- 
sitated the use of the Garrick Theatre for 
an overflow meeting. The assemblage 
was an all-sectarian one, sponsored by a 
notable array of civic leaders of every 
creed. The call issued to the public read 
as follows :

Chicago, October 1913 ן16ו1ץ .

Alfred L. Baker, Vice-President National City

Hon. Julian W. Mack, Judge, United States

Prof. I. W. Thomas, University oi Chicago





The two theatres were the center of in- 
terest to all Chicago on the day the meet-

“Whereas, Over 700 rabbis, the heads of the

them was estimated at fully twenty-five church to warrant any allegation that the use
Jews. Columns Of report and comment any purpose, religious or secular, and -----J———a — -!--------—a:--- t— -u- “Whereas, The 6,000,000 Jews living in Russiawere devoted to the proceedings by the 
Chicago press, of which the following in-

from the Day Book, a local newspaper of alleged to be, and over 2,000,000 American citizens
the time :

The meeting has been called to be held at the “ted to fresh pogroms as a result of the excitement 
Grand Opera House, but the crowd would have induced by dw superstitiousand bigoted charge made

Catholics, negroes and whites, and a representative and law-abiding race to universal scorn and in some 
gathering of each class. Good-naturedly they stood PJ™ of the wodd^torertxin violence and destrue-

Kfkh^'^ a* ,I>C ^,a-nd House and Judge endeavor to call up a resolution ot protest to the

March, 1911, and
very early apparent that though the

Jewish theologians, scientists, publicists and his- pledge support to a brother.
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Booker T. Washington, I

td as nothing com- 
He believed good 

ille Jews in Russia, "The Rev. Father O’Callaghan has said that

effect that "civilizatio״ is not ״called" u^n’ to״ save J™ cba"a' his J'"isb bl0״d b>' tbc •“״ °' •»P־ 
the Jews, but to save itself," was the theme of the "J”• and “ • Ru“'»n J« ״ "‘יי ’יי ?"

manity was given fair scope in the two people. ... it was Russia, not the Jews, who were on trial.

The last speaker was Dr. Emil G. Hirseh of ™s meeting in the arrangements for 
Sinai Temple, who slated that th־ superstition of which Harry A. Lipsky and M. Ph. 
"ritual murder" originated with the Christians Ginzburg figured prominently, attracted
after they had separated from Judaism. At^their countrywide attention. Messages of sym-

pathy and offers of help poured in from 
non-Jcwish sources, and the représenta- 
fives of Illinois in Congress were prepar-

"The Jew,” be declared, "has been handy in all cial action from Washington, when the

On October 28,1913, Beilis was acquit- 
attention of his subject. ..... Even >.he Russian courts had been

"Russia has picked out poor Beilis, innocent as I unable to withstand the force of world
in history a public prosecutor, a persecutor in this t0 exonerate the innocent sufferer, against 
ÄrrtetÄ'rfhÆi™י״ “"“°“ ' whom ,heir mosl elaboraIC machinations
“"”That'is'die M־Aest“lie X"u״ered and ־ lie had failed to build a case that could 
that has been disproved many times. Never was it Stand. In this happy consummation the

a mighty part, and the gratitude of Amer- 
ican Jews went out to their Christian
compatriots, who had so generously come 

for which we went to war are child's play compared forward to fight the vile lie which bigotry



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
had sought to fasten on the Jewish people.

The year following brought to the 
Jews of Chicago another cause for deep 
feeling, of quite another kind. This was 
in connection with the disorders along

the Mexican border, which reached a 
serious pass in April, 1914, when the 
American Government found it necessary 
to dispatch naval forces to Vera Cruz. In 
the clash which ensued at the port, a num- 
ber of American Marines were killed, of 
whom the first to fall was Samuel Mei- 
senberg, a Chicago Jewish boy. It was a 
significant occurrence which stirred the 
community profoundly. The home of 
the slain boy became a center for crowds

his memory. From the Secretary of the 
Navy, Josephus H. Daniels, came the 
following message to the Meisenberg 
family:

April 25, paid a tribute to Meisenberg 
and his people generally, in these words :

United States.

The body of Meisenberg was brought 
to Chicago and buried with military hon-
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ors in Waldheim Cemetery, where a 
marble shaft was erected over the grave.
The
grandeur, seems now like a foretoken of 
the time so soon to follow, when hundreds 
of other Jewish boys would yield their 
great World War.

flict, a few short months later, brought 
erly be set down here, for although it 
was an outgrowth of the war,—the Jew- 
ish phases of which are reviewed in fol- 
lowing chapters,—its inception dates 
from 1915, long before the United States 
entered the strife or even dreamed that it 
would be drawn into it. This develop- 
ment was the rise of the movement that 
has become known as the American Jew-

When the statesmen of Europe plunged 
their countries into warfare, in August, 
1914, many thoughtful minds among the 
Jews in America foresaw a general “new 
deal” between the nations at its conclu- 
sion; and it was felt that therein lay 
promise that the age-long wrongs of the 
Jew might be righted, while to the Zion- 
ists appeared the hope of pressing Jew- 
ish nationhood in Palestine.

The opinion was universal that the 
cause of the Jew should be represented 
in the peace negotiations following the 
war. But a sharp conflict arose between 
the various elements of American Jewry 
as to the manner of representation. The 
American Jewish Committee, a volunteer 
organization which for a number of 
years had championed Jewish interests 
before the general public, felt that it was 
well qualified to be the Jewish spokes- 
man whenever such should be needed. 
On the other hand, there were those who 
insisted that no one self-chosen, however 
capable or eminent, could appear with 
adequate credentials; and that the moral 
tion authorized only by the Jewish masses 
themselves.

The seed of the movement for an 
“American Jewish Congress" that fol-

when Dr. Isadorc Marcus and B. J. Sha- 
piro conferred with Jacob G. Grossberg 
as to what action ought to be taken on the 
suggestion put forth by Louis D. Bran- 
deis that a national Jewish Congress be

organized in the United States, with a

conclusion of the war.
Grossberg, the son of Nathan B. Gross- 

berg, founder of the Hebrew Literary 
Society, proved the right person to ap- 
proach on a matter affecting the welfare 
of his people. His enthusiasm kindled, 
he eagerly threw himself in with the idea 
advanced by Marcus and Shapiro, to 
form an organization of local attorneys. 
The Lawyers' Jewish Congress Associa- 
tion was speedily formed, and joined its
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efforts to those of similar groups; and all 
were soon merged into the Jewish Con- 
gress Association of Chicago. Grossbcrg

son and, afterwards, Leo H. Hoffman 
serving as secretary.

The work first presenting itself was the 
organization of the Jewish forces in Chi- 
cago and its vicinity toward the upbuild- 
ing of a central body which would serve 
as the machinery for the participation of 
the Middle West in a national Congress. 
Toward this end, Grossberg bent every 
effort and, together with his wife, led the

ish Congress Association of Chicago, and 
the Women’s Jewish Congress Associa- 
tion of Chicago.

The task which Grossberg and his as- 
sociates had taken upon themselves 
proved unbelievably difficult, and called 
for almost unlimited resources of devo- 
tion, diplomacy, and sheer fighting qual- 
ity—of which, fortunately, the leader of 
the movement proved to be amply pos- 
sessed. Why the work was beset with so 
many obstacles is best told in the words 
of Grossberg himself:

in central Europe. The most active group consisted 
three principal wings respectively known as simply

binical and orthodox Zionists. Then there were

into the orthodox, liberal and reform groups; and 
many of the leaders of these were contentious or

There were the "Workmen’s Circles,” usually
others, including the Poale Zionists, nationalism was 
a passion, even a fanaticism. Some were frankly 
irreligious, and found it difficult to merge for any

There were beads of fraternal _ organizations, 
portance; and any slight—Kal or fancied—was 
promptly followed by a threat of secession. One
them as the "king of kings."

with difficulty was the work with which 

selves. That it was finally accomplished 

to the credit of the devoted few who re- 
fused to admit defeat but saw the project 
through to a successful conclusion.
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The day finally came when the first 

Jewish Congress Convention in Chicago 
and the Middle West went into session in 
the Sherman Hotel, January 23, 1916.

that something unprecedented was hap- 
pening, while inside the convention hall

givings and distrust gave way almost 
overnight to a feeling of exaltation. The 
684 delegates in attendance represented 
250 organizations, covering practically 

die West. There were in the hall Zionist 
leaders, such as Leon Zolotkoff, Judge 
Hugo Pam, Nathan D. Kaplan, Max 
Shulman, and Judge Harry M. Fisher. 
There were ardent Poale Zionists, Dr. 
Max Dolnick, Julius Savitky, Dr. Isa- 
dore Marcus, B. J. Shapiro, Morris Sil- 
bert, and many others. Non-Zionists, 
anti-Zionists, radicals; fraternal leaders, 

tions ; rabbis, orthodox and reform ; phy- 

every race-conscious element was repre- 
sented in force.

These delegates hailed from not only

and from Wisconsin, Michigan, and In- 
diana. It was the first time so compre- 
hensive an assemblage had ever been 
gathered in this section of country; and 
its influence was broader even than the 
territory represented—national, in fact. 
For in carrying the day so successfully 
here, the Congress adherents heartened 
their co-laborers all over the United 
Stales. They had demonstrated that “it 
could be done.”

Chicago’s convening of the Congress 
Convention was the first of its kind in the 
country. It was months before other 
large communities organized their vari- 
ous elements. The city of New York was 
*‘shamed,’’ as the expression was used, in­

to following Chicago’s lead, but not until 
some six months afterward.
proved irresistible, though an infinity of 
negotiation still went on. A debate sprang 
up between the pro- and the anti-Con- 
gress forces, and raged in the Jewish 
press, in both Yiddish and English. 
Many heated discussions were held on

opponents of the Congress were silenced.
The Am, 
the day.

ingress had won

The principal events following the 
Chicago convention were the preliminary 
convention in Philadelphia, March 26- 
27, 1916; the coalition of the original 
Congress forces with the American Jew- 
ish Committee and the National Work- 
men’s Circles in New York, July, 1916; 
the conventions all over the country for

gress, May, 1917; the elections, in June, 
1917, and Anally the convening of the 
American Jewish Congress itself. In all

worthy part, and by its signal example 

tions of the country.

story into the sessions of the Congress;

other countries, and the achievements of 
the Jewish Congress representatives at 
the peace negotiations. But these broad- 
er developments are more properly the 
province of general Jewish history, rather 
than of a history of the Jews of Chicago. 
It is sufficient, for the purposes of this 

itiated by American Jewry in the first 
years of the world cataclysm was not 
without its fruits, and that these—how- 
ever their’worth may be judged now, or 
shall prove in the future—are in part at- 
tributable to the sterling services of Chi- 
cago Jews.



CHAPTER XI
The World War, 1917-1918—Military Service

America's Entry Into the Great Conflict—The Contribution of America’s 
Jews—“A Third More Than Their Share״—High Percentage in Com- 
batant Branches—The Heroic Dead—Thrilling Exploits of Chicago 
Jews—Citations and Awards—Notable Medical Service — Brigadier 
General Davis—Major General Foreman—Other Jews Who Attained 
High Rank—The Jewish Legion.

N the latter years of the period Jews in the war, we shall catch a glimpse 
we have just been considering, of the mighty forces that were set in mo*
while the Jews of Chicago, in 
common with the broader com- for the deeds of the Jews of Chicago 

munity and the other communities of the were but a cross-section, as it were, of the 
land, were pursuing the ways of peace tremendous impulse that stirred America
and promoting their joint progress, the 
Eastern Hemisphere had been set aflame 
with the most destructive war in history. 
From August, 1914, the nations of 
Europe had been locked in desperate 
grapple, and the struggles of the contest-

Slowly but irresistibly, America was 
drawn into the conflict. On April 6, 
1917, President Wilson signed the con- 
gressional war resolution, and this peace- 
loving nation was summoned to the task 
of converting herself into a gigantic war- 
machine. We shall not stop to inquire 
into the reasons for America’s entry into 
the war which had now engulfed every 
great power in the world ; the prodigious 
military task she set herself, and the 
brilliancy of its accomplishment; or how, 
once aroused, America “forged a thun- 
der-bolt” and hurled it at her enemies 
with overwhelming impetus. These 
things are written large into the history 
of America and the world, but they lie 
without the scope of this work. Yet, in 
observing the participation of Chicago’s 

tion in this vast effort of a united nation ;

during her nineteen months of struggle.
The full account of the manifold pa- 

triotic activities which engaged the hearts 
and hands of Chicago Jews has never 
been compiled; nor is it possible, in the 
very nature of the case, to gather the 
whole of the story. Separate records are 
not available regarding the share taken 
by the Jewish population. Freely and 
unreservedly Chicago Jewry offered its 

ing it with the whole of the fervent out- 
pouring of blood and treasure. The ex- 
tent of the local Jewish contribution, 
therefore, is not to be accurately com- 
puted, but is rather to be estimated and 
judged, from the fragmentary records 
and outstanding occurrences into which 
we shall examine.

Before going specifically into the 
record of the Jews of Chicago, it may be 

by American Jews as a whole. The Board 
of Jewish War Records has brought to 
light impressive facts in this connection,





THE WORLD WAR—MILITARY SERVICE
reliable measure of the sacrifice which 
was gratefully laid by American Jews on 
the altar of patriotism'. Following are 

jsitlt-ilii tfnpow of Ip Soiia Stun ■f Janin;

5680) :

some of the figures gathered by the
Board:

13,000 anT14,(WCin־Ming ”,SOO d«d. *1״"“"

Of the military record of Chicago 
Jews, it may be stated as a general fact 
that their offering, like that of their co-

in excess of their numerical proportion. 
There were several reasons for this, re- 
girding which Julian Leavitt, director 
of the Board of Jewish War Records,
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Another interesting and significant 

is the fact that the Jews in the combatant 

the total number of Jews in service, 
with 33 per cent in the non-combatant 
branches, while of the entire army the

The facts brought out regarding the 
Jewish service men in general are equally

forth from Chicago in answer to their

the business organization of the

all other branches. The

selves. In infantry and cavalry, in tank 
corps and signal corps, in supply trains 
and medical detachments, in artillery 
and engineering units—in every branch 
of the great military machine that was 
built by the awakened American people, 
were our boys. These twentieth century 
Maccabees crossed the seas to fight in far- 
off lands in defense of all that America 
stood for, all that it meant to them ; and 
loyally they upheld their country’s high- 
est traditions. In the shell-swept “no 
man’s land” of France, in the highest 
Alps of Italy, in the tropic heat of Egypt, 
in the arctic cold of Siberia, in land bat- 
ties and sea battles, in battles above the

proved themselves true soldiers. Coura-
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geously and ably they fought, and on 
many a European field the blood of Chi-

The “last full measure of devotion” 
was contributed by a long roll of Jewish 
dead. These heroes, who gladly died for 
the land of their birth or choice, assure a
tory of the World War. The list appear-

of the Bureau of Jewish War Records, 
and therefore as comprehensive as it has 
been possible to make it, must be con- 
sidered only a representative, not a com- 
plete, roll of the Chicago Jewish dead.

That the Jewish recruits made able as 
well as gallant fighters is to be seen from

non-Jewish comrades and officers as well

rations won by them throughout the war. 
Major General Clarence R. Edwards, of 
the Twenty-sixth Division, speaking be- 

to applause. Discussing this memorable 
deed, Colonel Whittlesey on one occasion 
has said, “We officers . . . have had an 
opportunity to know many Jewish sol-
with great admiration. Indeed, I feel re- 

it is something we have learned to take

Not less heroic than the famous feat of 
the New York boy was that of Private 
Sidney Holzman, a Chicago lad of the 
machine gun company of the 132nd In-

ber. instances where formerly intolerant 
gentiles asked that Jews be made officers 
in order that they might be leaders.” 
Lieutenant Colonel Douglas Campbell 
declared, “The Jewish boys of my divi-

Captain Harrigan, of the 307th Infantry, 

bravery and utter disregard of self when 

France. . . . There is no better soldier 
anywhere than the Jewish boy. About 40 
per cent of the [Seventy-seventh] divi- 
sion were Jews, and what fighters they 
were! . . . They would go after a con- 
cealed German battery just as they would 
after the conquest of some business diffi- 
culty—and they would get it!”

The thrilling exploit of the immigrant 
Bronx boy, Abraham Krotoshinsky, in 
saving the “Lost Battalion” by going for 
relief through an inferno of enemy fire— 
going, he said, later, simply "because he 
felt he ought to"—has moved the world

fantry, for which he was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross. The offi- 
cial record describes his achievement in 
these words:

Near Bois de Foret. October 10, 1918, after six

Another Chicago soldier who won the 
Distinguished Service Cross, and the 
Croix de Guerre besides, was Lieutenant 
Michael Albert Berlandcr. In General 
Orders No. S3 is the following concise
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A humane act by which he lost his own

ing, won the Distinguished Service Cross 
for a third Chicago lad, Labal A. Blum- 
enthal, of the Medical Detachment of the 
128th Infantry. In the official record ap- 
pears the following.

granted the Distinguished Service Cross 
for heroism, recorded as follows;

Near Forges, September 26, 1918, after being

With the assistance of men in his squad 
he put the machine gun out of action and 
took four prisoners.” For this Corporal 
Lieberman received the Distinguished 
Service Cross and the British Military 
Medal for Valor.

An even higher honor than those just 
cited was the triple award won by Ser- 
géant Sydney G. Gumpertz—the rare 
Congressional Medal of Honor; the Me- 
daille Militaire, the highest honor

granted by the French government; and 
the Croix de Guerre with palm leaf. Gen- 
eral Order 16, issued January 22, 1919, 
has this to say concerning the brave act 
which earned him the Congressional

Still another Jewish boy from Chicago 
rose to outstanding achievement and 
gained for himself the recognition of the 
British as well as his own Government. 
At Chipilly Ridge, August 9, 1918, Cor- 
poral Nathan Lieberman of Company C 
of the 131st Infantry, displayed ”unusual 
gallantry in rushing a machine gun nest 
whose fire was checking the advance. 

Two other Chicago boys were re- 
warded by the French government, Cor- 
poral Herman J. Friedman and Sergeant 
Samuel J. Morton, each receiving the 
Croix de Guerre with gold star.

Two citations were the reward of Lieu- 
tenant Victor Maurice Schraucr, of the 
131st Infantry, for the sacrifice of his life 
in the performance of duty. Isadore 
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Brenner, 129th Infantry, was also killed 
in action, a citation remaining on the 
army records to commemorate his valor. 
Sergeant Frank Suckcl, another who laid 
down his life on the battlefield, was 
awarded the Croix de Guerre, and Lieu- 
tenant Sidney Pedott of the Navy Avia- 
tion Corps, who met death by drowning, 
received a citation for gallantry.

Citations and awards for valor were 
won by many other Chicago Jewish men,

happily without the sacrifice of their 
lives. As nearly complete a list of these 
as it has been possible to gather is pre- 
sented on the insert pages following.

A daring escape from a German prison, 
in which a Jewish boy was the hero, was 
that of Lieutenant Edward V. M. Isaacs. 
The details of how he eluded his guards 
in the prison camp at Villigen, on Octo- 
ber 4, 1918, and how, after untold hard- 
ships and suffering, he finally succeeded

of the innumerable incidents of the war 
in which Jewish bravery, intelligence and

Many of Chicago’s Jewish families
Colors actively engaged in combat. To 
Isaac Piven fell the honor of having four 
sons enlisted in active service. Robert 
Piven joined the Navy, Milton was 
placed in the Artillery, Corporal Charles 
won his stripes in the infantry, and Her- 
man was attached to the Quartermaster 
Corps. All acquitted themselves with

Individual cases of eagerness to serve 
the national cause were so plentiful 
among Chicago Jews during the war that 
even the more outstanding examples. A 
single instance, that of Alfred Levy, will 
serve to typify the whole. He was denied 
admittance to both Fort Sheridan train- 
ing camps, whereupon he tried to enter 
successively, the navy, the army, aviation, 
and every other branch of service but was 
in each case refused. Finally, persistence 
won out, and February, 1918, found him 
training at Camp Grant after he had been

Honors accorded Jewish boys in vari- 
ous patriotic competitions were also nu- 
mcrous. The Jewish recruits at Camp 
Grant won a signal victory at the Honor 
Mark Tests in the month-of May, 1918. 
Fifteen thousand non-commissioned offi- 
cers took those tests. Of all that number, 
but two received a grade of 100 per cent, 
these two being Corporal Joseph D. 
Claus and Sergeant Louis Jacobson— 
both Chicago Jewish boys! It is interest- 
ing to note that seven other local Jewish 
lads received a mark of 95 per cent or 
better, these being:

Corporal Sam G. Roth, 98 per cent

nd in safety, deserve
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Immediately after the declaration of 

war by the United States government, the 
most prominent of the Jewish physicians 
of Chicago came forward with offers of 
service. On the 14th of April, 1917,

sterling work during the mob

in 1916, of which the official rc

States, 1916) says: .

Under Drs. Joseph and Carl Beck, a 
staff of forty-eight physicians was organ- 
ized at the North Chicago Hospital and 
dedicated to government service. The 
response of the other Jewish physicians 
of the city was no less notable.

In July, 1917, the Government ap- 
pointed Lieutenant Samuel M. Marcus 
as head of the Tuberculosis Board for 
Chicago and vicinity, and his fulfillment 
of the strenuous duties assigned to him 
won official recognition, September 1, 
1918, brought the announcement by the 
Government that Major Milton Mandel 
had been promoted to the rank of senior 
divisional consultant of medicine of the 
Second Army Corps, in France, this rank 
carrying with it the title of lieutenant 
colonel. Dr. Maurice Goodkind also re-
signal services, becoming lieutenant colo- 
nel of the medical corps.

its two most distinguished officers, Abel 
Davis and Milton J. Foreman, who 
through their magnificent services at- 
tained the rank of brigadier and major 
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general, respectively. Their careers serve 
as an inspiration to our youth and as

A veteran of the Spanish war and of 
the Mexican border fighting in 1916, and 
a distinguished communal leader as well,

Abel Davis added undying luster to the 
Jewish name in leading to victory׳ the 
famous 132nd U. S. Infantry. It was

Illinois in the battles on the Somme, in 
the Meuse-Argonne campaign, and in the 
valley of the Wöevrc, winning numerous 
promotions and decorations for its mem- 
bers and highest honors to its intrepid 
commander.

After being placed in command of a 
provisional regiment at the outbreak of 

the World War, Davis, then a major, was 
placed in charge of the trench system and 
school of the 33rd Division. In March, 
1918, Davis was given the rank of colonel 
and placed in command of the 132nd In­

sailed on the transport Mount Vernon 

later. After short preliminary training, 
the regiment was attached to the Fourth 
Australian Brigade in an attack upon 
Hamel on July 4th. Hand-to-hand com- 
bat was waged, in which bayonets, hand 
grenades, machine guns, bombs, and 
tanks were employed, and so gallantly 
that three officers and six privates were 
later decorated with military honors by 
King George in person.

On August 19, the regiment was or- 
dcred to join the American army upon 
the newly established American battle 
front at Verdun and upon the 10th of 
September, the regiment was stationed 
upon historic Dead Man’s Hill in front 
of Verdun. In the general attack of Sep- 
tember 26, the 132nd Infantry was made 
the pivot of the action, which ranged

from Metz to the North Sea. These or- 
ders called for an advance across Forges 
Creek, a movement which French officers 
declared impossible of accomplishment,

After heroic fighting through and about 
the town it was captured. Attacks were





géant Sydney G. Gumpertz, Louis Egan- 
sky, Corporal Saul Goodman, Corporal 
Herman J. Friedman, Sergeant Morton 
J. Samuel, and Corporal Eli Shapiro. 
These were but a few of the cases in 
which Jew and gentile, from Chicago

of heroism by the example of their com- 
mander.

When the United States entered the

ss a captain in the Spanish war, was 
:olonel and regimental commander of the 
First Cavalry, Illinois National Guard. 
He immediately made an appeal to Gov- 

verted into a field artillery organization. 
This request was granted, and on July 1, 
1917, the regiment became the Second 
Field Artillery, Illinois National Guard.

The regiment had already received 
training in the duties of the field artillery 
service. After further preparation at 
Camp Logan, as a part of the Thirty- 
third Division under Major-General 
George Bell, Jr., the regiment was offi- 
and assigned to the Fifty-eighth Artillery 
Brigade. On May 25, 1918, its personnel 
boarded the British steamer Kaihmir at 
Hoboken, debarking at Liverpool before 

nans on June 16, and after a short period 

Pagny-sur-Meuse, in the heart of the bat-

tie zone. From August 21 on, Foreman 
led the 122nd through the thickest of the 
fighting. On they fought, through Seich- 
prey, Mont Sec, Richecourt, Lahayville, 
Nonsard, Hattonvillc, Vigneullcs — 
through all of the St. Mihiel offensive





that the
American forces were turning the tide of 
battle in favor of the Allies.

On September 12, 1918, came orders to 
march northwest toward Verdun, that
of the Crown Prince had thrown them-

122nd Artillery was placed in support of 
the Ninety-first Division, occupying a 
central sector of line. An average of six

spicuous valor which were given the en-

a letter from Colonel John C. Lee, chief 
of staff, Eighty-ninth Division, which

thousand rounds of ammunition daily

Autrcville, La Vignette and St. Remy, in 
support of the infantry regiment. In a 
citation commending the regiment, (Spe-

Todd wrote :
The Brigade Commander cites the 122nd Field

In addition to the six citations for con-

Thus on to victory went the “Foreman 
Groupment," as it was officially known. 
And at last, when its red standard, frayed 
and shell-torn, was back in Illinois, its 
commander was a holder of rare decora- 
lions, foreign as well as American, and 
in time was made a major general.

Davis and Foreman were the only local 

other Chicagoans of Jewish blood at- 
tained high rank in this greatest conflict 
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of all time, as may be seen fr< 
sert pages foregoing. These 
list of all those Chicago Jews <
been recorded by the Board 
War Records.

attracted many of our youth was the 
ish Legion, the voluntary body orga 
by the British for the liberation of 1

forts of the redoubtable Jabot: 
founder of the Zion Mule Corps, 
first great impetus was given the ז 
ment by the Balfour Declaration, i

nition to Jewish national aspiration 
pledged the “best endeavors" of the 
ish government toward “the esta 
ment in Palestine of a national hon 
the Jewish people.” With the app 
of the American government, Can
officers established an enlistment office in 
Chicago, as in other centers of Jewish

thrilled by the thought of fighting spe-

eagerly joined the ranks of the Legion-

The recruiting for the Jewish battalion 
was one of the most interesting phe- 
nomena of American Jewish life during

fervent appeals to Jewish young men not 
subject to the American draft to enlist in 
the Legion, and rabbis were often to be 

held in Jewish centers throughout the 
country. The late Harry Goldman was 
one of the most prominent leaders in the 
local campaign, I. S. Privul and other 
Zionists assisting him in his devoted ef-

With the help of the Zionist organiza- 
tion, a total of 212 Chicago boys was en- 
listed, the first contingent leaving Chi- 
cago in April, 1918, after a memorable 
parade through the loop. On the night 
before they left, a banquet was tendered 
the volunteers at the Ashland Club 
House, at which Fred Lubin, the Zion- 
ist official, whose son and nephew were 
both going with the contingent, presented 
each of the recruits with an army kit.

These 212 representatives of Chicago 
acquitted themselves more than credit- 
ably, as did their brothers-in-arms from 
other points in the country, whose total 
number approached 3,000. Regarding 
these volunteers and their recruiting, the 
American Jewish Year Book (Vol. 
5680) has this to say :
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boys, sufficient, in all, to fill three battal- 
ions, impressed the world in striking 
fashion that the Jews not only wanted to 
regain Palestine but were willing to give 
their lives for it. The Legion movement
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tively few of the recruits saw active ser- 
vice. The 38th “Judaean Battalion,” 
which arrived in Palestine in April, 1918, 
rendered extremely valuable aid in the 
great drive of September 12-18 of that 
year, which resulted in the collapse of the 
Turkish armies, and on September 28 en- 
tered Jerusalem in triumph, after having 
chased the enemy across the Jordan and 
having taken 4,000 prisoners. In the lat- 
ter part of this action, the 39th Battalion 
also participated, many Chicago boys be- 
ing with this unit as well as the 38th.
der-in-chief of the Egyptian Expedition- 
ary Forces, who had led his victorious 
troops into Jerusalem the year before 
(December 1, 1917) and whose position 
had been strengthened by these achieve-

ments of the 38th and 39th Battalions, 
acknowledged “the consistently good 
work they have done” and congratulated 
the Jewish people for the self-sacrifice 
exhibited by the legionnaires. The com- 
mander of the 38th, Colonel J. H. Pat- 
terson, gave them two short words which 
were nevertheless weighted with highest 
praise: “Well done!”

Of the countless instances of Jewish 
courage and chivalry, both in the Legion 
and in America's forces, this chronicle 
cannot attempt to treat, beyond what has 
already been told. The examples enu- 
merated are enough, however, to indi- 
cate the surpassing performance which 
Chicago's Jews brought to the military 
service of their country in the stressful 
years of the World War. Theirs were 
deeds of imperishable splendor.
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CHAPTER XII

The World War—Civilian Service

The Liberty Loans—Jewish “Four-Minute” Men; Rabbis in the Church 
Section—Service on Exemption Boards—Older Men to the Fore— 
Conservation of Materials—The Cosmopolitan Dinner—The Great 
West Side Parade—Organization Activities—Jewish Service in the 
Red Cross and the Army Canteen —The Red Mögen David —The 
Important Services of the Jewish Welfare Board; Domestic and 
Overseas Work ; War and Post-war Work.

ESS spectacular, perhaps, than 
the service in the army or navy, 
but not less devotedly given, 

try’s cause, was the work of Chicago

during the great war.
The astounding increase in the com- 

plexity of modern fighting had its parai- 
lei in the non-combatant branches. No 
longer did an army go to fight while the 
rest of the country pursued “business as 
usual.” The whole nation was at war, 
and those who looked after the home lines

which the successful prosecution of the

the men in the field. The flotation of 
popular loans, the speeding up of “essen- 
tial industries,” conservation of materials, 
welfare work for service men at home and

a scale and with a brilliancy of results 
that revealed America to herself.

In all of. them the Jewish population 
served zealously and effectively. Just as 
the immense machinery of conscription 
was set into motion largely by a Jew,' and 
the service men’s compensation law 
drawn by another Jew,1 so in every

cans of Jewish blood loyally responding 
to their country’s need.

Five great “Liberty Loans” were raised 
during the war, and in every one the Jews 
of Chicago took a leading part in selling 
as well as buying their country’s bonds. 
Sums undreamed of before the war were 
raised promptly to enable the government 
to “carry on,” and the Jews of Chicago 
were a foremost factor in the quick over- 
subscribing of the city’s quota. The 
unique methods employed in those stir- 
ring campaigns spoke as much for the 
bond-sellers' ingenuity as their unvarying

Under the general direction of the For- 
eign Language Division, of which Harry 
A. Lipsky was chairman for the Jewish 
branch, and S. J. Rosenblatt secretary, a 
group of sub-committees was organized 
which worked with admirable precision 
and thoroughness. Through vigorous
establishment of selling stations in prac- 
tically every Jewish institution, organiza- 
tion, and firm in the city, Chicago’s Jews 
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to cite specific instances, the members of 
the Standard Club, through the efforts 
of their “Loyalty Committee," purchased 
over a million dollars of the issue, and 
the Covenant Club, under the direction 
of Mrs. Nathan D. Kaplan, took almost a 
branch of the Foreign Language Divi-

H. Ëlenbogen, West Side National Bank

B. Kulp. Madiwn and Kedzie State Bank

Philip Klafter, Burine» Men

Jacob Siegel, Pre»

such as the Young Men’s Jewish Chari- 
ties, the Sheridan Park Club, and the 
Lawndale Club, sent out “flying squad- 
rons” of bond salesmen. Parades, patri- 
otic meetings — among which was a 
women’s meeting at the Auditorium 
which subscribed over $250,000—and the 
like, proved effective media for reaching

hot all, by far, of the Jewish subscriptions 
could be identified as such, those that 

for the five loans, in excess of three hun- 
dred million dollars. It should be said, 

besides the northern part of Illinois.
Another activity in which local Jews 

shared prominently was that of the 
“Four-Minute Men.” At the theatre, at
speakers would appear and deliver the 
“short speeches that make long friends" 
and that, in this case, kept the war and its 

in the minds of
their hearers. The "Four-Minute" idea, 
conceived by a Chicagoan, Donald Rycr- 
son, was taken up eagerly by Jewish lead- 
ers who soon enlisted in its service our 
most able speakers. Louis Mack held the 
important post of secretary, serving also

with Nathaniel Sccfurth. Herbert J. 
Friedman was Chairman of the Public 
Schools Committee; Nathan Ascher 
and Max Hyman represented the motion 
picture industry on the Governing Com-

This home is helping 
ou!• boys over there

UNITED 
WAR-WORK 
CAMPAIGN

and his associates were not confined to 
Chicago, but extended over the entire 
Seventh Federal Reserve District which

A Placard or tub War-Work Orcaniza-
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the following Jewish men were of those 
most active :

What were the subjects on which these 
men spoke? For each critical period in 
the nation's war efforts, they were direct-

Judge Hugo Pam

D. S. Eisendra'th 
Judge Harry M. Fisher 
M. G. Frankel

Philip P. Sachs
U. S. Schwartz

Alex M. Golman

William D. Kerr

Ignace E. Weiss
J. Z. Willner 
Meyer M. Willner

Max M. Korshak

larly listed as Four-Minute Men, ren- 
dered important service in speaking be-
fore various bodies: 

Judge Samuel Alschulcr H. I. Hoffman
William L. Baum
J. B. Bloom

Edward J. Fischer 
Judge Hugo M. Friend

JæG.Mi’kr
Joseph Miller

were thirty-seven such periods in the 
course of the eighteen months from May, 
1917, to December, 1918, and it isenlight- 
ening to note the topics assigned the 
Four-Minute Men, as they form virtually 
a summary of the country’s participation 
in the World War:

What was known as the “Church Sec- 
tion” of the Four-Minute Men's organi- 
zation was served in an important capac- 
ity by the sturdy efforts of the Chicago 
rabbis whose names follow :

Univeraal Sen-ice by Selective Draft, May 12-21,
First Liberty Loan, May 22-June 16 
Red Cross, June 18-25

Rudolph I. Coffee 
Samuel S. Colton 
Israel Elfenbein

E- R. Muskin Unmasking German Propaganda, dugiitl 27-

Emil G. Hirsch
Saul Silber

War Savings Stamps, January 2-19, 1918
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The Shipbuilder, January 28-J'rbruary 9

The Income Tax, Marth 11-16 

parativcly large number of Jews upon (he 
local draft boards, returned the compli- 
ment—it expressed the esteem in which 
Chicago Jews were held by government 
officials. The work of the members of 
the exemption boards, as they were called, 
entailed discretion, impartiality, unques- 
tioned patriotism, and a complete dedica-

The orderly and speedy mobilization 
of the tremendous forces marshalled into

What We Heve Won. Drrrmbtr 3-14
Red Cross Christmas Roll Call, Urtrmbrr 15-23

If the service of-large numbers of Jews

Minute speakers was a testimonial to 
Jewish confidence in the Government and 
its war aims, the appointment of a com- 

complishmcnts in history—is due in large 
measure to the devoted application of the 
members of the various exemption 
boards, of which the following Jews were 
appointed for Chicago:

Dr. Joseph Ree» 
Colonel Edwin Romberg

In addition to those who worked in 
groups, several Jewish Chicagoans re­



ceived important war appointments of a 
notable of these was the appointment of 
Judge Julian W. Mack, by Samuel

masterpiece.

Jones, Linick & Schaefer, was appointed 
a member of the National Association of 
the Moving Picture Industry. The work 
performed by this body was the dissemi- 
nation of government appeals and all 
other forms of propaganda, through the

Another appointment of interest, oc-
seph Byfield, president of the Sherman 
Hotel company, to the responsible task of 
converting raw recruits into army cooks. 
The ability of the thousands who gradu- 
ated from Byfield’s training school was a 
fitting testimonial to his efficient methods.

Besides these just mentioned, many 
other business executives served as “Dol- 
lar-a-Year” men, giving of their high 
abilities unsparingly and receiving the 
nominal compensation .of one dollar a 
year, to meet the legal requirements. 
Theirs were among the most honored of 
the posts to which civilians were ap-

The Jewish dentists of Chicago were 
also active in military service. In July, 
1917, the Government appointed Dr. El- 
kan W. Fishell one of the dental exami- 
ners of the Medical Advisory Board, for 
Chicago and surrounding territory. It 
was a well-earned mark of approval of 
our dentists’ zealous efforts during the

In order that essential industries might 
not suffer because of the absence of mil- 
lions of young men from their work, a 
movement was inaugurated throughout 
the nation to have men between the ages

tive employment again. To the surprise 

that men past forty-five were not capable 

sponded to the call for elderly men 
proved that they were still very much 
alive and most efficient. Benjamin H. 
Rosenthal headed a committee in Chi- 
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ly men at work and it is largely owing to 
his efforts that hundreds such were util- 
ized at a time when every man counted

The creation of the Department that 1 am about 
of the country, and will vastly benefit the Nation,

One of the remarkable elements of the

scrap, iron scrap, woolen and cotton rag scrap, shoes

this waste, to gather together every ounce oi such

conduct of rhe American people during 
the World Wat was the determination to 
conserve the country's resources Old 
clothes were worn longer, less food was 
used, every means of economy was em• 
ployed Waste material which ordinarily 
would be thrown away and become use- 
less was now gathered and used in thou- 
sands ot different ways That credit for 
this remarkable movement belongs to a 
young Chicago lew is a matter ol record, 
for in a letter dated May 7. 1917. ad 
dressed to Congressman A J Sabath. E 
M. Mendelson, president of the Mendel- 
son Brothers Paper Stock Company, of 
Chicago, suggested plans for the 
thorough awakening of the American 
people to the necessity for conservation.

given herewith :
It has occurred to me that on account of the ne־ 

cosily for economy in every direction, there should 
be efforts made toward the conservation of waste

through the substitution 01 old raw material wher-



In a similar way, other Chicago Jews 
were among the leaders in the movement

“wheatless” and "meatless” days gave rise 
to the good-natured jest that soon "eat- 
less" days would be the vogue. But the 
very considerable savings effected 
through the system of voluntary absti- 
ncnce enabled the country to push the war

it to a conclusion so much the sooner. No
bore the burden of the short-ration days 
more cheerfully and willingly than did 
the Jewish community as a whole. It 
was the opportunity of the many to con-
war, and they gloried in the humble sacri- 
lice.

Among the most prominent in the ac- 
tivities for food conservation was S. B.

foreign language publicity were ackr 
edged by the United States Food Ad 
istration in an engrossed certificate 
warded to him, reading as follows :

The inventive genius of Chicago Jews 
also aided materially in the prosecution 
of the war to a successful end. On May 
12, 1917 was announced the invention of 
a valuable instrument by Professor A. A. 
Michelson, of the University of Chicago, 
the first American to w i n the Nobel 
Prize. By means of his device, deafness 
was prevented among the soldiers and 
sailors whose duties kept them near large 
pieces of artillery and ordnance of all 
kinds. During the latter part of August, 
1917, an improved periscope was in- 
vented by Walter J. Greencbaum which 
was used by the Navy Department

throughout the war. It was a masterpiece 
of ingenuity and served as still further 
proof of J ewish ability •Yet another inven- 
tion used extensively by the Government 
during the war was that of Sol H. Gold- 
berg. His device was a submarine de-
against the U-boat menace of Germany.

vention in August, 1917, greater confi- 
dence was given to the nation that the

tected on their voyage across the sea. 
That not one soldier’s life was lost while 
more than two million were convoyed to 
France is a remarkable tribute to the efli-
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ciencyof the numerous contrivances used cago Tribune, for the best slogan for a 
by our government to safeguard the lives recruiting poster, that of Harry Schoen- 
of our boys. At least three of them were brod was awarded the first prize of fifty
products of Chicago Jews. dollars. His slogan was, “You Need Us.

The zest with which the Jewish in- We Need You. Enlist!" Thus the créa- 
habitants of the city entered all phases of tion of a Jewish boy helped the appeal to 
war activities, and their peculiar abilities the manhood of Chicago to fight for
along certain lines, are shown by the nu- 
merous prizes won by them. When, for 
instance, the 2,500 mail carriers of Chi-

America.
Before we go on to the camp service of 

various Jewish organizations, mention
cago competed in a drive for subscrip- should be made of some of the many so-
Jews took the leading awards. The first these, one of the most interesting was the

Barney Bernstein, and the second prize, 6, 1918, under the auspices of the Na- 
fifty dollars, by Ben Levey. In another tional Security League. This function, 
city-wide contest, conducted by the Chi- called also "The Loyalty Meeting and
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Banquet in Honor of the American 

tives of the seventy-odd nations making 
up the bulk of Chicago’s population. It 

ration of loy-
alty on the part of those of foreign birth
represented by Judge Hugo Pam, Julius 
Rosenwald, Harry A. Lipsky, and James 
B. Loebner.

triotic demonstrations were held through- 
out the city. One of the most memorable 
of these was the parade and mass-meeting 
held at Douglas Park on July 4, 1918, 
as part of the city-wide Loyalty Demon- 
stration by the various elements of the 
population. The parade, in which thou-

dren took part, was in charge of Captain 
I. Harris, of “Zion Guards” fame. It be- 
gan at Twelfth Street and, California 
the heart of the Lawndale section, wind- 
ing up finally at the Douglas Park Pa- 
vilion.

The chief feature of the procession 
was the floats and tableaux staged by H. 
L. Meites, assisted by Lillian Herstein 
and Anna Robin'. Four floats were ar- 
ranged, representing periods in Ameri- 
can history, as follows:

At the mass-meeting patriotic addresses 
were delivered by Judge Julian W. 
Mack, Judge Harry M. Fisher, Con­

gressman A. J. Sabath, and Rabbi Saul 
Silber. On the same day, a like demon- 
stration was held by the Jews of the 
Northwest Side, at Humboldt Park.

To maintain the morale of our boys

of the war, various Jewish organizations 

benefit performances for the soldiers and 
sailors. On December 9, 1917, a Chanu- 
kah entertainment was given for the sol- 
diers at Rockford by the Young People’s 
Jewish Congress Association of Chicago, 
in conjunction with the B’nai B’rith 
American Soldiers and Sailors’ Welfare 
League. It is most interesting to note 
that five thousand children of soldiers 
and sailors were given toys during this 
period by Milton H. Samson. “Klever 
Kapers,” a play given by the Willing 
Workers Woman's Club on February 27, 
fight waged by the members of the club

sailors. The Chicago Woman's Aid ten- 
dered a dance on February 16 for soldiers 
in Chicago. A benefit performance of a 
military minstrel show called, “Over 
There,” written by Dave Wolff and under 
the musical direction of Elsa Meyerson, 
was arranged on February 24 by the 
Ramah Lodge, I. O. B. B. On the same 
day the Council of Jewish Women gave 
an entertainment at Rockford to the 
soldiers stationed there. A mammoth 
concert of Jewish liturgical music to 
raise money for war sufferers was given 
at the Auditorium on March 3, when 
Cantor Josef Rosenblatt aroused the vast 
audience by his glorious rendition of 
Hebrew melodics. On March 13, a bene- 
fit play was rendered for the Soldiers and 
Sailors' Welfare Fund at the Haymarket 
Theatre. Chaplain Miles Goldberg con- 
ducted Yom Kippur services at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station on Octo- 
ber 13, and four hundred Jewish sailors 
attended his services. There were other 
entertainments, performances, and relig- 
ious services, too many to list. All 
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served their great purpose and were an 
important factor in the maintenance of

National Defense, Mrs. Bregstone 

tribùtion to the nation’s cause, one of
of the innumerable ones through which 
Jewish women contributed to the win- 
ning of the war. To record the names of 
all who played a prominent part in them 
would involve the cataloguing of a list 
too lengthy by far for this chronicle. As 
an outstanding example may be men- 
tioned the services of Mrs. Philip P. 
Bregstone. She seems to have been asso- 
ciatcd in an executive capacity with al- 
most every patriotic work in which 
women could serve. Her name is con-

drives and tag days, in ail of which her

Building, and Federal Building. Among 
her activities were the Liberty Loans, 
Salvation Army drive, Paris Soldiers’ 
Hospital campaign, Blind Soldiers' Tag 
Day, French Wounded drive, Patriotic 
Food Show, Soldiers' and Sailors' Wcl- 
come Home, and the United War Work 
campaign. Mrs. Bregstone is recognized 
as the originator of the entertainment fea- 

spread all over the country and became 
an integral part of the war campaigns. 
Thus, besides serving prominently in the 
various drives and as a member of the 
Woman’s Committee of the Council of

which the many Jewish women who 
worked with her or in similar capacities, 
may well be proud.

orthodox Jewish social activities in be- 
half of our fighters, was the Chicago He- 
brew Institute, the point of origin for a 
multiplicity of beneficent undertakings. 
Such for instance, was the War Service

larly to prepare “comfort kits” and other 

to look after his welfare and entertain-

The splendid showing of the Jews of 
the West Side in these and other activities

gained the respect and ad- 
miration of the city. Un-

American institutions, and 
entire devotion to the na- 
tion’s cause were mani- 
tested throughout the war, 
in deeds as well as words, 
by this great section whose

less fervent in their love of 
country because many of 
them were Americans by 
choice and not by birth.

were at one with their
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brethren whose families could boast sev- 
cral generations in the country and city 
while they could count but one or, at 
most, two. Their record during the war 
proves, if proof be needed, that the love 
and loyalty of the Jew for America is not 
to be measured by the number of years his 
family has been here.

Turning now׳ to the camp service or- 

other prominent women, work was begun 
to provide the Red Cross organization 
with medical supplies and funds for its

In May, 1917, a Red Cross campaign 
was conducted in the Jewish community 
which, like numerous other such efforts 
that followed during the course of the 
war, resulted in large sums of money and 
great quantities of supplies being raised. 
The leaders in this first great campaign, 
which met with complete success, were

Another fruitful field of welfare work 
is that of the Army Canteen. When 
e first Army Canteen was established by

Dr. Emil G. Hirsch
Dr. L. Jelinek
Frank M. Loeb

E. J. Goldblatt ' Mrs. Hannah G. Solo-

S. B. Weinberg.

the following:

Allred Decker

such as the Red Cross and the Arn־

bodies like the Jewish Welfare 
and the Red Mögen David.

Prior to America's entry into tl 
more than five hundred local 
women had already enlisted 
American Red Cross. The great n 
of them joined the organizat 
February, 1917, and were assigned to the _ י
numerous Red Cross stations throughout the National Canteen Service of the Unit- 
the city. Under the leadership of Mrs. ed States Government at Grant Park on 
Delia Austrian, the eminent writer, and October 13, 1917, Mrs. Louis M. Cohen 
Mrs. J. Harry Selz, together with many and Mrs. Sidney Long were chosen to act
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in charge. Largely to their efforts is due 

ciated service given to the soldiers and

the period of demobilization.
Another woman who “did her bit" in a 

large way was Mrs. Charles E. Franken- 
thal, official of the Women’s Commit- 
tee of National Defense. She headed the 

of one hundred thousand dollars for pur- 
poses outlined in the national program. 
The chief work of the Committee was to

tion in the numerous activities that

ment in the prosecution of the war. This

January, 1918, was successful and the

The Red Mögen David (Red Shield of 
David) was a society organized in April, 
1918, for the purpose of doing for the

Jewish Legion the work that was per- 
formed for the American armies by the 
Red Cross and the Jewish Welfare 
Board. The Chicago branch, of which 
Dr. Celia Davis was president, had its 
headquarters at the Chicago Hebrew In- 
stitutc, and did valiant service for the 
Legionnaires. It cared for their families 
if they were in need, sent comforts and 
“goodies” to them, and kept track of their 

movements so their families could remain 
in touch with them. To those of the 
Legionnaires who decided to remain in 
Palestine after the dose of the war, the 
Red Mögen David gave financial aid and 
other forms of assistance.

The largest and most important of the

Jewish service organizations was the 
Jewish Welfare Board, organized April 
9, 1917—three days after President Wil• 
son issued his war proclamation. At the 
head of it were acknowledged leaders in 
American Jewish life, among them Julius 
Rosenwald, who served on the Advisory 
Board, and M. E. Greencbaum, chairman 
of the Chicago Community Branch.

The scale on which the Board operated 
may be seen from the number of branches 
it conducted—180 in the United States, 
with 468 workers, and 57 overseas, with 
187 workers. Of these, the Roll of Honor

The difficult work for which they were 
selected required an unimpeachable 
Americanism, sympathy with Jewish 
ideals, initiative and tact, and a practical 



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
understanding of their tasks. These rep- 
resentatives were actuated by a desire to 
do their share in the Great War after hav- 
ing been rejected from military service 
because of physical disability, age limita-

Chicago’s representatives were the fol-

Alfred Friedlich

S. S. Finkelstein

Hannah Shulman

Jwph A. Wolf.

Joseph Pedott 
Emil J. Perlbcrg 
I. S. Privul
L. N. Seelenfreund

David Milchet Blum

ing School in the fundamentals of Juda- 
ism, military ethics and regulations, as 
well as in the J. W. B. program, they took 

or overseas stations. The importance of 
the many activities which the Board con- 
dueled, with the sanction of the Govern- 
ment and under the supervision of the 
War Department Commission on Train­

ing Camp Activities, may be judged from 
the financial report covering the period

from June 7, 1917, to September 30, 1920, 
which shows disbursements in the Unit- 
ed States of $3,497,000, and abroad, 
$639,000.

The guiding principle of the J. W. B. 
was to extend its services without sec- 
tarian restrictions, and without charge of 
any kind. It never lost sight of its pri- 

which was to make adc- 
quate provision especially 
for Jewish soldiers and sail- 
ors, the satisfaction of 

could be accomplished only 
by a Jewish organization.

Both in this country and 
“over there,” an elaborate 
and competent service was 
maintained, looking to the 
fighter’s physical, mental 
and moral well-being. Not 
only in camp or city, but 
likewise at naval posts and 
on battleships was this ser- 
vice conducted, and on the



Mexican border, at the Canal Zone, and ‘ 
the Student Army Training Corps as 

majority of Chicago Jewish boys were 
stationed, more than three thousand men 
visited the J. W. B. building weekly. At 
the Great Lakes building the weekly at- 
tendance by the sailors was in excess of 
fifteen hundred. Non-Jew as well as Jew 
was welcome, and the most intimate and 
cordial cooperation obtained between the 
Board and the non-Jewish agencies, such 

bus, and the Community Camp Service. 
If ever racial and religious barriers were 
effectively broken down, it was in this 
time when mutual ideals and mutual 
needs brought men close to each other.

come at these and other J. W. B. huts 
came from the war with a new-born reali- 
zation that Jew and gentile were brothers 
“under the skin."

To see to the fighter’s physical comfort, 
through the supplying of newspapers, 
needs, through educational and cultural 
activities, his social wants, through vari- 
ous forms of entertainment and amuse- 

viding opportunities and encouragement 
to attend services; his “business” require- 
ments, such as communicating with his 
family, making wills, transferring prop- 
erty, completing naturalization, securing 
insurance, or arranging proper allotment

Welfare Board! Then there were the 
men in hospital, guardhouse, or “brig״ to 
look after, the influenza epidemics to 
stave off, and innumerable “personal ser-

After the signing of the peace treaty, 
the work of the Board underwent a 
change consonant with the times. The 
prospective return to civil life brought 
many individual and collective problems, 
and the J. W. B. met them in admirable

fashion. It kept the “dough-boys" and 
“gobs," impatient for discharge, busy 
with wholesome recreation or helpful 
study. Lectures and educational courses 
were organized, and religious facilities 
increased. A total of 1,740 religious ser- 
vices were held abroad, the attendance 
totaling 180,000. The domestic attend- 
ance was proportionately greater, Friday 
evening and Saturday services being held

in every camp by rabbis from neighbor- 
ing communities.

The lengths to which the J. W. B. went 
in order to serve its charges are aptly il- 
lustrated by an incident occurring in 
April, 1919. Thirty-four boys cn route 
from Camp Upton to Camp Grant could 
not arrive in time to participate in the 
Passover Seder. Upon learning of this, 
the Chicago Branch immediately ar- 
ranged for a special car in which these 
boys were sidetracked at Detroit, where a 
Seder was held for them and a regulation 
Passover meal served.
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THE WORLD WAR—CIVILIAN SERVICE
During this same Passover, twenty- 

four Seders were conducted abroad by 
the J. W. B., with an aggregate attend- 
ance of over 30,000, including soldiers of 
the Allied forces. Each man was given 
a two-day pass, and had the opportunity 
to listen to addresses by prominent repre- 
sentatives of the War Department. In 
Paris, where many Jewish soldiers were 
concentrated, the speakers included such 
eminent personages as Raymond Fosdick, 
Colonel R. M. Lyon, Colonel Gouthiers, 
representing Marshal Foch, Colonel 
Harry Cutler, head of the J. W. B. and 
since deceased, Dr. Cyrus Adler, Judge 
Julian W. Mack, and Louis Marshall. 
Incidentally, as the official report of the 
J. W. B. says, the French troops also were 
provided with matzohs from its supply.

In Chicago, an employment and re- 
education bureau was organized after the 
armistice, known as the Bureau of Re- 
turning Soldiers and Sailors. It was con- 
ducted by the Welfare Board, the B'nai

In their ministrations to the lad in 
khaki or blue and to those he left behind 
him, the J. W. B. representatives per-

their entire record runs the note of un-

of which their many thousand benefici- 
aries will always hold grateful remem- 
brance. No thought of return, no sec-

formance. To all their offerings the pre-

star. That the Government and War De- 
partment were sensible to the value of this 
work, is proved by the many expressions 
of appreciation made by high officials. Of 
these, one of the most highly prized is 
that from General Pershing, Comman- 
der-in-Chief of the American forces:B’rith and the Chicago Hebrew Institute, 

service organizations, and had its offices 
at 120 West Adams Street. B. J. Rosen- 
thal was chairman, with Philip L. Seman 
heading the Reeducation Committee. 
Up to December 20, 1919, when this Bu- 
rcau was discontinued, 1,477 applicants 
were placed in positions out of a total of 
1,637 who applied. In addition, approxi- 
mately five hundred were placed in night 
schools and two hundred in technical 
schools. The official report pays tribute 
to the I. O. B. B. Employment Organiza- 
tion as making possible the “unusual effi- 
ciency” of the Chicago Bureau.

The Chicago Community Branch in- 
eluded in its personnel the following:

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

France, April 18, 1919.
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In the great service rendered by the 
Jewish Welfare Board and the other pa­

triotic organizations whose activities we 
have outlined in this chapter, Chicago 
Jews were proud to have a worthy part. 
Their work behind the lines formed a fit- 
ting complement to their deeds at the 
front. Whole-hearted, united effort made

strengthened the American arms in the 
great test of battle.



CHAPTER XIII

War Relief, 1914-1922

Jews in the War Zones—“Bread for Palestine״ —The “American," “Cen-
TRAL," AND “PEOPLE'S” RELIEF COMMITTEES—THE 1914, 1915, AND 1916 AP-

—The Non - Sectarian Drive in 1919; Generous Aid from Non-Jews; 
Women to the Fore—Acute Needs in 1921 ; The Historic Standard Club 
Conference; The Foodless Banquet; The Victory Conference.

NE important activity growing 
out of the war of which we 
have not yet taken note and in 
which the local Jewish com- 

munity had a leading part, was the relief 
of war sufferers. Organized shortlyafter 
the outbreak of the fighting, in 1914, it 
continued long after the signing of the 
armistice, growing in its proportions un- 
til it became, beyond compare, the great- 
est humanitarian project the world has 
ever known. Even after warfare had 
ceased, the need continued to swell, for 
the ravages of famine and destruction 
could not be stayed by the signing of 
peace treaties, just as the universal eco- 
nomic chaos in Central and Eastern 
Europe was not to be righted overnight 
by governmental agreements. The de- 
structivc forces born of war outlived 
their source and continued to spread in 
an ever-widening circle of ruin, years 
after the cannon had been stilled.

We shall not attempt to detail the hide- 
ous conditions abroad which made help 
from America imperative; they are a 
matter of general history. Nor shall we 
take up the Jewish share in the broader 
relief measures instituted in this country 
for the various populations of Europe. 
In the support of these undertakings the 
Jews of Chicago and America were sec­

end to none, and the funds raised for Bel- 
gian, French, Armenian, German, Aus- 
trian, and other sufferers always included 
lavish sums from Jewish sources. But no 
separate record of the Jewish contribu- 
tion is available, and we shall have to con- 
tent ourselves with the eloquent fact that 
Jewish assistance was not tardy or re- 
luctant whenever and wherever needed.

To American Jewry fell an additional 
and special burden, that of caring for its 
own. How the Jews of America, and par- 
ticularly of Chicago, discharged their 
self-assumed task, forms the subject mat- 
ter of this chapter. We shall therefore 
confine our consideration to the Jewish 

aspects to some other chronicle of greater

When war descended on Europe in the 
summer of 1914, it was seen almost at 
once that the Jews of the Old World 
would be the chief sufferers. The masses 
of the Jewish population of Europe were 
bulked in the eastern war zone where, in 
the crossing and recrossing of armies, 
whole communities were uprooted and 
destroyed. In this, they shared the com- 
mon fate of all who lived in the battle 
areas, but to the distresses that ordinarily 
follow in the wake of invasion was added 
the foul blight of persecution. Pogrom 



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
and pillage were resorted to by advancing 
and retreating armies, by invader and de- 
fender alike, in the writing of the most 
brutal page in modern history.

Those who escaped the slaughter had 
to face homelessness, hunger and epi- 

the war, when the natural difficulties, at- 
tendant upon readjustment to a changed 
order, were aggravated many - fold 
through anti-Semitic aggressions, ranging 

D. P. Pollock, A. S. Roc, Rabbi Saul Sil- 
bcr, and H. Steinberg.

The first accomplishment of the Com- 
mittce was a successful appeal in the 
synagogues, on Yom Kippur, September 
30. Though the “rhul clement,” are not 
a moneyed class, as is well known, their 
ready sympathies responded at once to 
the speakers* explanation of how the war 
had practically shut Palestine off from 
the rest of the world, causing a complete

from economic boycott and political per-

The first steps for relief taken in Chi- 
cago, /fiowever, were on behalf, not of 

.Europe, but of Palestine. A group of 
 -ést Side Zionists, recognizing the dan^ /־■
'./gers' the war was bringing to the Jewish 
■ settlements in the Holy Land, met on 

September 22, 1914, at 810 South Ash- 
land Boulevard, then the headquarters of 

- the Hebrew Literary Society, and formed 
the “Palestine Fund Committee.” Max 
Shulman was elected president, other 
members being, Rabbi A. Cardon, Jacob 
H. Cohen, Rabbi Ephraim Epstein, Rab- 
bi Ezriel Epstein, William Farber, M. 
Ph. Ginzburg, Bernard and Harris Hor- 
wich, H. L. Meites, Samuel Phillipson, 

cessation of commerce and of the custom- 
ary help from East European countries. 
This first appeal to the heart of the Jew- 
ish community- netted a total of more than 
$15,000.

ready way to transmit the funds, all the 
regular channels having been stopped. 
An attempt by Congressman A. J. Sabath 
to forward the money through the State 

forts for Palestine seemed foredoomed to 
failure, when Congressman Sabath sc- 
cured aid from an unexpected source. 
The Standard Oil Company consented to 
the use of its agencies in the Orient, with- 
out charge or expense .of any sort, and 
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thus through the kind offices of a non- 
Jewish corporation, communication was 
established and succor sent the Palestine 
colonics.

ting the funds, and the further difficulty

ter it had reached its destination deter- 
mined the local workers to send provi- 
sions in place of money. Accordingly, the 
“Bread for Palestine" movement was in­

sent their unsolicited contributions as an

Sprague, Warner & Company donated 
three tons of hominy, and many other 

one of those manifestations of brotherly 
feeling between Jew and Christian which 
one encounters so frequently in the history 
of the Chicago Jewish community.

The handling and packing of the thou- 
sands of bundles was a problem, but it

augurated, one of the most unique and 
picturesque of all relief activities.

Merchants and public were appealed 
to, for flour, cereals, sugar, coffee, and

Housewives brought their packages, big 
and little, to the shuts, and before long the 
walls of every synagogue in the city were 
lined high with foodstuffs of all kinds. In 
them could be seen at almost any hour, 
Jewish women sewing bags and otherwise 
assisting in preparing the supplies for 
shipment. Jewish merchants contributed 

and sacks of sugar or coffee or beans, to 
designated stations. And here again, ac- 
knowledgment is due of help received 
from non-Jews. Many gentile concerns 

was solved by the generous cooperation 
of H. Levin, of the paper firm, Levin 
Brothers, who offered his large ware- 
house at Carroll and Ada streets as ship- 
ping headquarters. There, Rabbi Saul 
Silber could be seen day after day, super- 
intending the packing of the provisions 
and their loading into cars. Judge Hugo 
Pam had prevailed upon the Nickel 
Plate Railroad to place as many freight 
cars as would be needed, at the disposal of 
the Committee, without cost.

New York City, where like supplies had 
been collected from various points, fol- 
lowing Chicago’s lead. Thence they were 
shipped to Palestine, on the Pulcan, a 
supply steamer, the use of which was the
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Government’s contribution to the relief 
work. For the grant of this vessel, the 
kindly interest of Josephus Daniels, sec- 
retary of the navy, was chiefly responsi- 
ble.

The gathering of food for Palestine 
was vigorously continued until the inccp- 
tion of the Zionist “Provisional Fund," in 
which relief efforts for Palestine were 
thereafter, to a great extent, merged. It 
was for aid to this fund 
that the great meeting 
at Sinai Temple was 
held, on Sunday, No- 
vember 23, 1914, to 
which Louis D. Bran-

cause of the Palestine 
settlements. He found 
a warm collaborator in 
Dr. Hirsch who, op- 
posed as he avowedly 
was to political Zion- 
ism, yet would not 
withhold his support 
when it came to a mat- 
ter of saving lives and 
preserving Jewish in- 
stitutions.

It needed only Dr. 
Hirsch’s moving ap- 
peal, to start a flood of 
contributions from the 
great audience in Sinai, but even this 
did not satisfy Julius Rosenwald, who 
evidently had come there with a plan of 
his own. In his impulsive, direct way, 
Roscnwald fairly jumped onto the ros-

donations, however generous in size, 
would not meet the emergency, that 
“tomorrow all that has been wrought in 

tion unless we Jews make provision for 
the future.” He then called on his hear- 
ers to change their donations to monthly 
pledges, leading the way by a promise of 
$1,000 a month for the duration of the 
war and for one year thereafter. Thus 
he set the fashion not only of giving liber­

ally for Palestine but of giving at regular, 
stated intervals, which practice attained 
a wide vogue through his benevolent 
initiative.

In the meantime, relief for European 
Jews was being organized energetically. 
On October 26, 1914, a conference had

American Jewish Committee, resulting 
in the formation of a committee of five, 

consisting of Nathan 
Straus, Louis D. Bran- 
deis, Julian W. Mack,
Harry Fishel,
Meyer London. This

charged with the or- 
ganizing of a nation- 
wide group of one hun- 
dred which was to un- 
dertake the collection 
of a ten million dollar 
fund. Thus the Amcri- 
can Jewish Relief 
Committee came into

The conference in 
New York was fol- 
lowed three days later 
by an appeal, issued by 
Adolf Kraus, interna- 
tional head of the I. O. 
B. B., to all B'nai

B’rith lodges in America, asking for a 
million dollars for the Jews of eastern 
Europe.

On December 2, the first meeting of 
the American Jewish Relief Committee 
was held in New York and plans com- 
pleted for the first national organization. 
On the same day the Central Relief Com- 
mittee was organized, at Temple Eman- 
uel. New York, the organizers deciding 
to cooperate with the “American.”

In Chicago a call was issued for a local 
meeting to be held on December 14 for 
the purpose of instituting the Chicago 
campaign in accordance with the national 
plan. The call was signed by Dr. Hirsch, 
A. G. Becker, Judge Harry M. Fisher,



Judge Henry Horner, B. Horwich, 
Judge Hugo Pam, Judge Joseph Sabath, 
Moses Salk, Samuel Phillipson, and 
Peter Sissman. At the meeting, held at 
the Hotel Sherman, Horwich acting as 
chairman and Fisher as secretary, a com- 
mittee was appointed to arrange the local 
campaign, consisting of Max Shulman,

Charles Altschul, B. A. Antonow, Samuel 
Ginsburg, and Samuel Phillipson.

Organization was completed one week 
later, at a public meeting held in the 
Hebrew Institute, over which Horwich 
presided.• After addresses by Dr. Hirsch, 
Rabbi Ephraim Epstein, Rabbi Saul Sil- 
ber, and Leon Zolotkoff, the first collec-

Glickman, pioneer of the Jewish theatre, 
made Chicago’s initial contribution, $250.

This was the first achievement of the 
“Chicago Jewish Relief Committee for 
War Sufferers,” of which Emil G. Hirsch

had been chosen chairman, Moses E. 
Grccncbaum treasurer, and William J. 
Mack secretary. From the officers and 
members mentioned, it may be seen that

Fund Committee, which was composed 
exclusively of orthodox and Zionist West* 
Sidcrs, included in its personnel prac- 
tically all elements of the Jewish com* 
munity.

vation of the local field soon led to the 
formation of auxiliary groups, and 
eventually to independent organization, 
though all continued to work together in 
close harmony and always united their 
forces in the big drives which for nine 
years were an annual event. The call of 

and brought all factions and sections of 
Chicago Jews together. It was the first 
big work in which all were able to unite

step in the process of unification that was 
later to find its logical completion in the 
great chanties merger of .922

The orthodox group was the first to 
feel the desirability of having a separate 
agency, and formed what was at first 
known as the West Side Auxiliary of the 
Chicago Jewish Rebel Committee, with 
B. Horwich, chairman; Max Shulman, 
vice chairman; Samuel Phillipson, treas- 
urer, and H. L. Mcites, secretary. This 
was soon followed by a Northwest Side 
Auxiliary, under the leadership of 
George Marrock, chairman; M. Geller 
and M.Teitelbaum, vice-chairmen; Ger- 
son Gutman, treasurer; and the Reverend 
Samuel Rest, secretary.

A third offshoot in this process of 
branching out, was the separate organi- 
zation formed in 1915 by the labor, or 
“progressive" element, known as the 
“People’s Relief Committee." This 
committee consisted of delegates from 
various labor organizations, Dr. Hyman 
Cohen being chairman; Dr. B. Nadler, 
L. Bcncson, and B. J. Shapiro, vice-chair- 
men, and I. B. Ury, secretary.
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If we think of three loosely-knit 

groups, with no sharp line of demarca- 
tion between them, acting independently
another we shall have a rough idea of the

with the American Jewish Relief Com- 
mittce in New York.

(2) The West Side and Northwest 
Side Auxiliaries, consisting of the ortho-

form which relief organization in Chi- 
cago gradually assumed. The three 
groups as we have seen, were :

(1 ) The Chicago Jewish Relief Com- 
mittee, which acted in a measure as a 
supervisory body. In this the reform, 
or German-Jewish element predomi- 
nated, and the Committee was affiliated 

with the Central Relief Committee, with 
headquarters in New York.

(3> The local People’s Relief Com- 
mittee, comprised of the labor and “radi- 
cal” groups, who connected themselves 
with the national People’s Relief Com- 
mittee at New York.

It must be understood that all three



organizations collaborated in the distri- Tropp led the work of these committees 
bution of the moneys collected, through with commendable energy, devotion, and
the Joint Distribution Committee, whose 
function it was to put the funds to the 

to the special interests and sympathies 
of the various groups which turned their 
collections into the common treasury.

In March, 1916, the orthodox and the 
labor groups combined into the Chicago 
Joint Relief Committees, establishing 
offices at 720 West Twelfth Street, and 
remaining together until January 1, 1919, 
when the “People's" faction decided to 
work independently, and opened separate 
headquarters at Twelfth and Halsted 
streets. The orthodox branch contin- 
ued operating under the direction of 
B. Horwich, continuing to be known as 
the “Joint Relief Committee,” its official

“Central.”
Each group gravitated toward the 

peculiar work for which it showed special 
aptitude. Thus, the “Chicago,” or 
“American,” as it was more often called 
because of its national affiliations, con- 
tained many of the men who interested 
themselves in the local and national 
drives. Of these, particular mention 
should be made of Max Adler, A. G. 
Becker, Abel Davis, Judge Henry Hor- 
ner, A. D. Lasker, George Pick, Julius 
Rosenwald, and Toby Rubovits, all of 
whom served as officers or trustees since 
the Committee's inception.

The orthodox or “Central" adherents 
worked mostly among the great body of 
orthodox Jews, though in the annual cam- 
paigns they furnished some of the great- 
est "producers," such as Judge Harry M. 
Fisher, B. Horwich, Samuel Phillipson, 
and S. J. Rosenblatt. It was the “Cen- 
tral" that formed the hard-working 
Stamp Committees which raised thou- 
sands of dollars through the distribution 
of two, five, ten and twenty-five cent war 
relief stamps. Samuel Ginsburg, as chair- 
man, assisted by Gerson Gutman, B. 
Rabinowitz, H. Steinberg, and Samuel

The “People’s” organization carried on 
its work among the laboring classes, and 
here a touching demonstration of self- 
sacrifice is to be seen. No more beautiful 

for fellowman than by the workers for 
the “People's." Almost every evening, 
after their day's labor was over, and every 
Sunday, their day of rest, they dedicated 

house to house and store to store, collect- 
ing money and clothing. Everywhere in 
the Jewish districts these tireless Samari- 
tans were to be seen, bent under huge bur- 
dens of old clothes, the yield of visits to 
innumerable humble homes wherein 
workingmen or their housewives had 
given of their scant surplus to aid their 
more unfortunate kindred. Nor did 

to soliciting from others; many a day's 
wages were contributed by them to the 
relief fund on the frequent occasions 
designated for donating the day’s earn- 
ings. This was giving!

The first year, 1915, Chicago was new 
to the work and unaware of all the bitter 
needs of the war victims. When this is 
considered, the $145,000 forwarded to 
New York was no mean record. Yet the 
public at large was apathetic, and its 
heedlessncss was not entirely attributable 
to the business depression prevalent at 
the time. The "ihul element" and the 

to the situation; they gave far in excess 
of their comparative means. But the 
“Americanized” Jew, the one in comfort- 
able circumstances who could give most 
easily, was quite unmoved as yet.

attended by such difficulties as to leave 
one wondering at the courage and per- 
sistence of the pioneer workers whom we 
have mentioned. That they refused to 
give up under the desperate conditions 
they met, speaks eloquently of the caliber



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
of our communal leaders. They saved 
the good name of Chicago Jewry which, 
once awakened, as it gradually was, rose 
each year to greater heights of sacrifice 
and finally reached its zenith when it led 
the way for the nation in the epochal cam- 
paign of 1921.

ous giving was far from a reality. And 
it was because of the ceaseless campaign 
of “education” carried on by the men and 
women whose names arc set down in this 
chapter, that the new spirit of responsive- 
ness was born, which served so well in

that day aside for Jewish war relief, mass 
meetings were held in all synagogues, 
large sums were collected. In April, self- 
taxation days were begun by the “Peo- 
pie’s,” and these were supplemented by 
tag days, “bundle days,” bazaars, raffles, 
concerts—almost every conceivable de- 
vice, in fact, which could be employed.

With Albert D. Lasker as central cam- 
paign director, the work now began to 
receive telling impetus from the personal 
efforts of Julius Rosenwald. A group of 
125 of the city's most influential men 
were invited to dine with him on May

the war crises and which will continue 16 at his home, where Dr. Judah L. 
to bear its beneficent fruits in all public Magnes of New York, invited for the 
undertakings. occasion, pleaded the cause of the war

With the campaign of 1916, of which victims so compellingly that they then
Dr. Emil G. Hirsch was president, as he and there pledged over $250,000, by far 
remained for the two years following, the biggest sum raised on a single oc- 
more systematic and coordinated work casion up to that time.
came into evidence. The first effort of On the evening following the Rosen- 
the year was a great conference of fra- wald dinner, a public meeting was held 
ternal organizations, synagogues and at the Auditorium Theatre, at which Levi 
societies, held on Sunday, January 16, Mayer presided. The principal speaker 
1916, at the Hebrew Institute, at which was Dr. Magnes, whose inspired appeal, 
Dr. George Sultan presided. At this together with Mayer’s moving earnest- 
conference a plan of monthly payments ness, won $100,000 more with which to 
was instituted, which developed into a save lives.
movement among Chicago Jews to give a One of the striking features of this 
stipulated part of. their earnings for meeting was the address delivered by 
rc,lc'־ Father Shannon, representing Arch-

On January 27, in accordance with bishop Mundelein of Chicago, who could 
President Wilson’s proclamation setting not come because of other engagements.
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From his appealing words, which pro-

We all believe in !1er and hope for her. Thought-
sell and for me the most sublimely beautiful words
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opportunity, an opportunity to ■peak lor better than

cant fact that the efforts of a single indi-

The next year, 1917, was notable in sev- 
cral important particulars. The directors 
of the Associated Jewish Charities swung 
into the work with a zeal that made each 
of them a host in himself—B. E. Ben- 
singer, James Davis, Samuel Deutsch, 
Max Epstein, Louis M. Katz, Sol Kline, 
Morris S. Rosenwald, Charles Rubens. 
The “Associated,” lending its interest and 
influence, also lent its secretary, Marcy I. 
Berger, to systematize the inner workings 
of the campaign. Berger, an exacting and 
exact executive of the type that combines 
enthusiasm and efficiency in the highest 
productive degree, was the ideal man for 
the situation. Into the work with him 
■vent his wife, whose tirelessness no less 
than her ability proved a powerful sup- 
plcmcnt to the efforts of her husband. The 
success of this first adequately-conducted 
campaign was in no small measure owing 
to their joint application, as was also that 
of each succeeding campaign, for both of 
them thereafter were inseparably asso- 
ciated with war-relief activities.

Again to the onerous task of chairman 

was brought Albert D. Lasker. Dynamic, 
daring, and as unsparing of his workers 
as of himself, he was sure to make a sue- 
cess of whatever he touched. And a sue- 
cess the campaign was, with $728,000 to 
turn over to national headquarters.

To the feeling of enthusiasm which the 
community felt over this accomplishment 
was added a sense of pride over the mag- 
nificent gift made by Rosenwald that year 
—the million dollar donation given by 
him to the national campaign committee 
as a stimulus to the countrywide drive for 
ten millions. In connection with this gift, 
Jacob Billikopf, universally known re- 
lief worker of Kansas City, tells a story 
worth repeating. We quote from his 
statement, as published in a volume en- 

bert A. Knopf. After telling how the 
ghastly news from eastern Europe had de- 
termined the relief heads upon a ten- 
million-dollar drive, and how they had 
delegated him to approach Roscnwald 
for a large donation with which to make 
a striking start (some of the “more opti- 
mistic” thinking he might give as much 
as a hundred thousand), Billikopf says:



It was the night 01 the 3rd of March, 1917. On

I could*even catch a glimpse of him. Affairs in New 

dose to the President, and tomorrow was a great "Well, tell me all about it," he said as soon as

A Half-Milliok for War ReliefSamuel Phillipton handing the late Jacob H. Schill a check for SSOO.OOO collected

advance unless I brought back what' I 

failed us, our plans might be headed for the^rodts. 
of Mr. Rosenwald's hotel. It grew late at night and

At II o’clock, however, Mr. Rosenwald appeared





Not only was Rosenwald proving him- 
elf a capable instructor in the art and 
>y of giving but, as this and the follow- 
1g campaigns showed, the Jews of Chi- 
ago were becoming apt pupils. In the

tion, immersed as he was then in the prob- 
lems which only a month later were to 
plunge America into the World War, 
came the following telegram :

The White House, Washington.

knew that as long as the spell was not b

tell them that I’ll do it."
A few days after this incident, fi 

high-souled Chief Executive of *
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next drive, he offered to give one-fourth 

personally to inaugurate the work, at a 
dinner at the Blackstone Hotel, Decern- 
ber 23, 1918. With him came another 
notable guest, Jacob H. Schiff, of New 
York, exemplar of all that is best in 
American Jewish life. Their presence 
raised the spirit of the campaigners to 
such a pitch that no one doubted all pre- 
vious achievements would be surpassed. 

eminently the man to ask aid of others, 
Jew and non-Jew alike. He entered into 
the work with the spirit which has be- 
come tradition in Chicago, that those who 
undertake humanitarian service be as in­

fairs were at stake.

and creeds. Father Shannon spoke as 

did Dr. Hirsch; employees in the shops

Charles Rubens, veteran charities lead- 
er and vice-chairman of the 1917 cam- 
paign, was the chairman. Setting his goal 
at a million dollars, he drove his workers 
—and himself—unremittingly, while his 
devoted wife won laurels of her own in 
organizing the women’s forces. Under 
their joint direction, the glowing total of 
$1,110,000 was achieved.

In the fall of 1919 again a campaign 
was on. This time it was decided to ask 
the help of non-Jews, the reason being 
two-fold: The moneys collected by the 
Jewish War Relief had never been re- 
stricted to Jews; and the need was so 
great that Jewish help alone would not 
suffice this time. Thus, the 1919 effort 
was to be non-sectarian, though the fact 
was carefully emphasized in the cam- 
paign literature that most of the intended 
beneficiaries were Jews.

Colonel Abel Davis, just returned from 
the battle line, was the unanimous choice 

of himself, in peace and war, was pre-

and factories, officials in the City Hall, 
policemen, firemen, postmen—none were

A number of non-Jews of high position 
not only gave generously themselves but 
devoted a great deal of time and effort 
toward getting contributions from others. 
Among them were, Eugene B. Buffing- 
ton. General Charles G. Dawes. David 
R. Forgan, J âmes B. Forgan, E. T. Gund- 
lach, A. W. Harris, D. F. Kelly, Victor 
F. Lawson, Cyrus H. McCormick, 
Robert R. McCormick, James A. Patten, 
Martin A. Ryerson, William Wrigley, 
Jr., and Joseph R. Noel. Theirs was a 
shining demonstration of the sympathy 
and warm-heartedness which makes all 
men kin.

The Women’s Division was led by Mrs. 
George A. McKinlock, not yet restored 
from her work with the Red Cross and 
from the tragedy the war had brought 
into her own life. *Her associates were 
Mrs. Hartwig C. Wolfe, Mrs. Edwin 
Fifield, Mrs. Mortimer H. Singer, and



Mrs. Morris L. Johnston. To them and 
their faithful co-workers belongs homage 
which can never be adequately be- 
stowed. The community owes the 
women who worked in this and the other 
war-relief campaigns, a debt of gratitude 
beyond payment. But to these gentle 
sisters of mercy, the consciousness of 
golden deeds well done was enough. It 
was all the acknowledgment they craved.

Again Charles Rubens had to his credit 
no small part of the campaign. With un- 
failing humor and spirit, he organized 
the trades divisions into a formidable 

own, and who could not be kept from 
their objective. These men, who are listed 
on a separate page, were a decisive factor 
in the success which the campaign 
achieved.

The great non-sectarian appeal of 1919 
brought a gratifying response from the 
general as well as the Jewish public. The 
total raised was $2,200,000, of which non- 
Jews subscribed $453,000, or more than 
one-fifth of the aggregate Of this latter 
sum, $184,000 came from 3,603 indi- 
viduals and $269.000 from 1,587 firms, 
while an additional $169,000 was cun- 
tributed by 1,168 firms not classifiable as 
either Jew.sh or non-Jew.sh Of the vast 
total pledged, only $16,000, nr less than 
one per cent, was not paid. In point of 
money raised, it was the greatest effort in 
the life of the local War Relief Commit-

This year, too, marked the beginning of 
a closer association between the war re- 
lief committee, and S. J. Rosenblatt and 
Judge Harry M. Fisher. The former be- 
came far-famed as the leader of the 
“wrecking crew,’’ who “plundered his 
victims" with a smile and made them 
smile, too. His “expeditions" were 
planned with a thoroughness and carried 
out with a resourcefulness which allowed 
few, if any, to escape. An exponent of 
original methods, he has since been in- 
separably identified with war relief as 
with local charities,—a master-cam-

paigner who insists that “drives should 
be planned scientifically and executed 
artistically.” Many a self-centered person 
who never before did anything for others

has been taught by Rosenblatt to give and 
be happy in the giving.

Fisher, in the forefront of almost every 
communal achievement, holds a unique 
place in war relief history. At any time, 
at a moment's summons, he was always 
ready to serve, not only in Chicago but 
throughout the country. His power to 
vivify a narration, to make graphic an ac-
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count and to stir the emotions, was called

sponded for the sake of the war victims 
whose plight he felt so keenly and de- 
picted so effectively. So much in demand

he took leave from his duties on the 
bench, employing a substitute at his own 
expense, in order to devote his full time 
to the national war relief campaign, *'ll 
got so I grew to hate the sound of my own 
voice,” he said once, in discussing the sub- 
ject, and after his strenuous exertions he 
had to retire for a while to recuperate. 
Through his work in Chicago and other 
cities as a campaign orator, and through 

neglected here, no matter how pressing 
has earned the reputation of having won 

any other person in the entire country. 
When it is considered what this means in 
lives saved, and re-made, the significance 
of Fisher’s record becomes apparent.

Much of Fisher’s effectiveness on be- 
half of the War Relief was undoubtedly 
attributable to his tour of the stricken 
areas of Eastern Europe which he made 
in 1920 (January 4-September 2) as a 
representative of the Joint Distribution 
Committee. The conditions he saw in 
those desolate regions where millions 
were fighting extinction, made an im- 
pression which he could not forget and 
which he did not allow the thousands he 
addressed here to forget.

The first Chicago Jew to go abroad on 
a humanitarian errand, however, was B.

lected by the J. D. C. as one of a commis- 
sion of three to go to Poland for the pur- 
pose of organizing there the distribution 
of funds and also of two boat-loads of 
foodstuffs. He returned in July of the 

with signal success, his place as head of 

ing his absence by S. J. Rosenblatt. 

went to Eastern Europe on an official as- 
signment was Judge Hugo Pam, who left 
on February 3, 1921, as a representative 
of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid and Shel- 
tering Society. The effect on him was the 
same as on Horwich and Fisher—à mem-

, and a détermina-
tion to rouse the community to its duty 
toward the sufferers.

Other local investigators went across 
on similar errands from time to time, as 
for instance, Julius Savitky, executive 

who traversed Eastern Europe and Pales- 
tine as a member of the J. D. C. Commis- 



sion under Dr. Boris D. Bogen ; and Sam- 
uel Neveleff, also executive secretary of 
the Chicago “Central” at a subsequent 
time, who toured Poland and Galicia.

Many thought that the colossal cam- 
paign of 1919 would be the last on behalf 
of the war sufferers. The war was reced- 
ing in the past and it was hoped that the 
rehabilitation of Europe would go on at 
such a pace as would make further relief 
unnecessary. But in 1921, with the news 

Russia, came the need for another public 

degree commensurate with the emergency 
remote; our country was in serious Iinan-

To discuss the situation, a national con-

The Committee of the Non-Sectarian Campaign of 1919
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ference at Chicago was called by Julius 
Rosenwald, in concert with Louis Mar- 
shall, chairman of the American Jewish 
Relief Committee, and a local committee 
consisting of A. G. Becker, James H. 
Becker, General Abel Davis, Samuel 
Deutsch, M. E. Greenebaum, Sol Kline, 
Adolf Kraus, and Charles Rubens.

The resultant conference at the Stand- 
ard Club, September 24 and 25,1921, has

since become historic as inaugurating the 
greatest mass effort of its kind on record. 
It was intended, as the invitation stated, 
“to bring the leading Jews of America 
into intimate, personal contact and make 
it possible for them to get a comprehen- 
sivc and sympathetic understanding of the 
problem of the Jew in Europe and de- 
termine upon means of helping him.”

tended the conference :

Abel Davis

Judge Harry M. Fisltcr S. J. Rosenblatt
Rabbi Leon Fram
Dr. Emil G. Hirsch

Max Klee
Sol Kline

Charles Rubens
Dr. T. Schanfarber

Over four hundred others, from all 
parts of the United States, had been in- 
vited, and when the delegates were wel- 
corned at the first session by Julius Rosen- 
wald, they comprised probably the most 
distinguished Jewish gathering ever held 
in this country. Among the notables from 
other cities there were present, Louis 
Marshall, Felix M. Warburg, Colonel 
Herbert H. Lehman, Dr. Boris D. Bo- 
gen, and a host of others such as would

Jacob H. Schiff, who three years before 
had come to help Chicago launch its ap- 
peal, this time was missing. That stal- 
wart champion of his people had passed 
away just a year previous, to a day, and 
one of the most dramatic moments of the 
conference was that when the entire body, ־ 
led by Rosenwald, rose in tribute to his 
memory. The great throng standing in 
silent homage to him they had all loved, 
while the aged Hirsch intoned the Kad- 
dish, was a moving spectacle not soon for- 
gotten.

With General Abel Davis presiding, 
the conference after listening to author- 
itative reports on conditions in Europe 

decided on a national campaign for 
$14,000,000, to be begun as soon as pos- 
sible. When the question arose of the 
man to direct the nation-wide appeal, 
David A. Brown, of Detroit, already re- 
nowned for his relief work, further en- 
deared himself to all present by accepting



the task, though it meant the cancellation 
of a vacation in Europe for which he had 
already engaged passage for himself and 
his wife. At least equal honor, however, 
belongs to Mrs. Brown, who when asked 
by long distance telephone to make the 
sacrifice, “responded so beautifully,"

Rosenwald said after speaking to her,

She, not less than her husband, was a 
"good soldier," and the auspicious start 
thus made at the Chicago conference ac-
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As Chicago was the birthplace of the 

plan of campaign, so it was to be the

Chicago were to lead the country in the

fluence vitally the trend of the entire 
effort the country over. And looking 
about for the man to carry the project to 
success, all eyes turned to one person— 
Jacob M. Loeb.

as chairman of the local appeal, the task

many believed, an impossible one. In the 
face of the business depression and the 
constant giving with which the city had 
been surfeited, Chicago’s quota had been 
set at $1,000,000, and this amount was to 
be sought of the Jewish population alone. 
The story of how, in the short campaign 
which began in November and ran into 
December, Chicago raised not only the 
million but nearly another million be- 
sides, is an inspiring, many-sided story of

ing developments.
The “Life Saving Expedition,” as it 

was ingeniously termed, with its ringing 
slogan, “Suppose You Were Starving,” 
will remain long in the memory of those

sUPPOSf 
you 

*,fse staru'"6

who made possible the brilliant achieve- 
ment it proved. Perhaps the feature that

of the chairman's imagination, the Food- 
less Banquet. On December 7, 1921, un- 
der crepe-hung walls, before bare tables 

gathered at the Drake Hotel to listen to 

brought to the realization, as never be- 
fore, what their work meant to millions 

an exploit such as perhaps only their lead- 
er, with his originality and resourceful- 
ness, and his impassioned sympathy for 
suffering, was capable of. And in the 
dim, gloomy light of the candles, Loeb 
delivered an address which must be rated 
as a masterpiece of its kind. With telling 
force he brought home to his hearers the 
dire distress of those across the sea and 
the need for rousing Chicago Jewry to its 



full duty. It was, like its setting, a stroke

Another memorable occurrence for 
which the chairman was responsible, 
took place later when Loeb went to New 
York to help launch the appeal there. 
We mention it here because, though its

American Jewry and contributed not a 
little to the success of the national appeal. 
This was the speech delivered by Loeb 

campaign. It was not so much a speech 
the well-to-do, self-indulgent type of Jew 

storm and shook it from its self-com-

Loeb called it, was startled, and shamed. 
But the Chicago workers smiled know- 
ingly ; they had learned what to expect of 
their doughty chairman.

Many, men and women alike, who had 

ities, were inducted into the labor of love, 
and worked side by side with veterans in 

workers toiled together, day and night, 
at tedious but necessary detail, doing the 
work of a colossal business concern at a

dollar possible for those overseas to whom 

months in 1921 and 1922 ׳, months of 

capitulation, the campaign was the per- 
sonal concern of more than fifteen hun- 
dred persons.

closer and invaluable associates, jt was 

Sol Kline, moved his desk to headquar- 

and twelve hours daily, welding the va- 
rious trades divisions into a compact, 
smooth-working organization ; to this end 
he gave not only of his time and high 
ability, his tact and patience, but of his 
strength almost beyond his endurance.

Of the following officers and executive 
members, nothing more meaningful





their huge tasks their customary devotion

Charles Rubens _

Max Adler

Judge Harry M. Fisher George Pick .

G. H. Gottschalk *

which were discharged with the vif

consistency that marked every pha

war victims was lent by the constant pres- 
ence of Lieutenant James H. Becker and 

had served abroad for long periods with 
the Joint Distribution Committee, en- 
gaging in all branches of the work; each 
felt his mission to be of the holiest, and 
each pledged himself and his powers to 
the Life Saving Expedition. Day and

night these two talked to large audiences 
and to small, giving vividness to misfor- 
tune that had hitherto been vague, and 
bringing near a duty that had seemed far

The Women’s Committee, too, must be 
accredited with an immense share in the 
campaign. The chairman, Mrs. Joseph 
Fish, for long months had no thought 
other than the Relief, and in her mission- 
ary work among the women’s clubs and 
many individuals who had never before 
participated in such service, she exerted a 
far-reaching influence—an influence that 
did not end with the close of the drive. 
The amount of money brought in by her 
and her associates, of whom Mrs. A. G. 
Becker, Mrs. Hulda B. Morris and Mrs.

was in itself something of which they 

thusiasm, tact and personal charm ac-





complished, cannot be measured. It was 
a blessed offering of self transcending 
evaluation.

The Trades Division, consisting of va- 
rious committees which solicited their re­

vital factors in the success of the cam- 
paign. The chairmen of these commit- 
tees, who led the way to such brilliant re- 
suits, are given on another page.

grant of space for campaign headqu 
by W. B. Frankenstein, who, as th׳ 
cial acknowledgment states, “genet 
and with great sacrifice loaned u: 
spacious Campaign Headquarter: 

disregarded all opportunities fo 
rental of the bank floor of the 
minster Building, 110 South Dea 
Street.” The spirit behind Fra 

vailing among all who engaged

Chicago, it should be understood 

for all of “Zone Seven,” consisting o 
states in addition to Illinois. Cl 
Rubens was general chairman of 
Seven, assisted by Louis H. Regens 
vice-chairman, M. E. Greenel.
treasurer, and Marcy I. Berger, secretary.

Bureau furnished speakers for all im- 
portant meetings, and other assistance 
whenever and wherever needed in the ten 
states. The quota of the Zone, outside of 
Chicago, was $2,125,000, and it should be 
counted as not the least of Chicago’s

as well as the moral leadership in stimu- 
lating the Zone toward its quota.

historic appeal came to its end, 
total of $1,836,000, given by mor 
25,000 subscribers. Again the noi 

sum, for although not directly so 
this time, 5,000 well-wishers hat 
tributed $113,000. Chicago’s mun 

try; everywhere the appeal which fol- 
lowed met with tremendous success, at- 
taining the sum of $18,221,000, or over 
four millions more than its quota.

On April 9, 1922, again a national con- 
ference was held, this time at Detroit, to 
celebrate the victory.. With General 

lected to the preservation of the Old 
World Jewries. As an indication of the 
vast significance of the relief work, and 
consequently of what Chicago’s leader- 
ship meant in its broadest import, we 
quote from the addresses made at the 
“Victory Conference” which marked the 
culmination of the momentous drive.

First, as to conditions, abroad, which 
the funds collected were to ameliorate,
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Such is the story of the local War Re-

!ÄSfÄi Rosenwald. ’ Even more than his’surpass-
< * J*w '״ la°A a״^ "'tr. י׳0״ ' h."d• ’° 1n8 benefactions, his untiring personal ex-

Through it all pulsed the influence of 
him whose official position, honorary 
chairman of both the local and national

and spiritual leadership. In Chicago and 
in the entire country, his unfailing inter- 
est was a spur to conscience, and his ex- 
ample a guide to achievement. Every-

community.



CHAPTER XIV

Communal Progress During and After 
the World War, 1917-1923

The Northward Migration—New Organizations—The Tablet on the Fed- 
eral Building—The Closing of Four Institutions—Zionist Expansion 
—The Mexican Colonization Proposal —The American Jewish Con- 
gress of 1923— Post-War Anti-Semitism—Chicago Jewry’s Diamond Jubi- 
lee—Death of Dr. Hirsch and Others—The Charities Amalgamation 
—A Glance Ahead.

With the shifting of the population,
new orga up to meet the

HE tense, exciting activities 

we have been tracing in the last 
three chapters, seemed to leave 

little time or energy for communal af-
fairs. And, indeed, the life of the Jewish 
community of Chicago during the war 
and post-war period was of necessity in- 
terrupted and sporadic. Yet a review of 
these years reveals a number of import- 
ant constructive developments; and these, 
comprising the last phase of our narra- 
tive, we shall now outline.

Most striking, perhaps, is the move- 
ment of the Jewish population from its 
long established centers to other sections 
of the city. In the first decade of the cen- 
tury the trend had been from the lower 
West Side to Lawndale, resulting in the 
latter’s becoming one of the greatest Jew- 
ish districts in the world. While Lawn- 
dale has maintained its position to the 
present as the home of the bulk of the 
Jewish population, a movement to the 
north and northwest attained momentum 
during the war and grew more definite 
each year. Substantial Jewish neighbor- 
hoods were established in Ravenswood, 
Albany Park, Rogers Park and the North 
Shore district, and these have been grow- 
ing ever since.

wants of the new Jewish districts. Among 
the congregations added on the North 
Side were the following:

A group of congregations  sprang up in 
the Logan Square district also, with the 
removal of B’nai David Ohave Zcdek to
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Humboldt Boulevard near Cortland 
Street (dedicated 1921); the formation 
of Shaare Zedek, whose synagogue on 
Fullerton Avenue, near Kedzie, was dedi- 
cated in 1922; and the removal of Beth 
El to 3232 Palmer Street (1923).

On the West Side, the Kneseth Israel 
Nusach Sfard Congregation came into 
existence as a result of the consolidation 
of three small bodies, and in 1921 its tern- 
pie at 1308 Independence Boulevard was 
completed and dedicated. Another amal- 
gamation took place with the merging of 
Zion and B'nai Abraham congregations 
to form the Washington Boulevard Tern- 
pie, whose structure on Washington 
Boulevard at Karlov Avenue was opened 
in September, 1921.

The South Side congregations, too, 
were increasing and undergoing the 
changes that denote progress. Their lat- 
est addition, the South Shore Temple, 
was organized in 1922, when a building 
for use as a community house was secured 
at Seventy-second Street and Jeffrey Ave- 
nue, and ground purchased for the erec- 
tion of a temple. Two South Side con- 
gregations, of Chicago’s very oldest, 
found larger and more modern quarters 
necessary to care for their needs. These 
were K. A. M., which acquired ground 
for its new building at Drexel Avenue 
and Fiftieth Street, on which the corner- 
stone was laid on the last day of Passover, 
1923; and Isaiah, the cornerstone for 
whose new temple, at Hyde Park Boule- 
May 6"1923ree

war, new Jewish houses of worship were 

sides of the city, spreading their influence

The growth of the Jewish population 
during these years, with its increasing di- 
versify of interests, gave rise to a number

pose and trend. Among the first of these 
was the Illinois Branch of the United 

Roumanian Jews of America, founded 
here in November, 1917, with B. J. 
Braunstein as president. The purpose of 
the parent body (the result of a merger 
of the American Union of Roumanian 
Jews with the Roumanian Jews of Amer- 
ica) was stated to be the protection of 
Jewish interests in the native land and in

In the same year, the Covenant Club 
opened its premises at 14 North Dear- 
born Street, where it was to enjoy so pop- 
ular a career. The organization had 
been formed a year previous, at a meeting 
called by A. B. Seelcnfreund, to serve as 
a loop club for members of the Indepcnd- 
ent Order of B’nai B'rith. Under its 
first president, Morton A. Mergentheim, 
and those who followed him, the Cove- 
nant Club grew to a commanding posi- 
tion in Chicago Jewish life. In 1922, 
but eight years after its inception, the 
membership and resources of the club 
were so great, that a. building of its own 
was decided upon. Accordingly, the 
members acquired the building at 14 
North Dearborn Street, which was razed

now being erected. When it is completed 
the Covenant Club will be housed in one 
of the largest and finest buildings of its 
kind in the country.

In 1917 also, there was organized 
the Daughters of Zion Jewish Day Nur- 

women, led by the founder, Mrs. L. C. 
Rieger, swiftly grew from its small be- 
ginning into one of the largest women’s 
organizations in the city. In July, 1918, 
a year after it had started active work, 
the Daughters of Zion acquired a build- 
ing at 1441 Wicker Park Avenue, to be 
used as an infant home and day nursery. 
With the constant increase in the number 
of its charges, larger quarters became 
necessary, and in 1921 a lot was pur- 
chased, at California Avenue and Hirsch 
Boulevard, on which was erected a great

hundred children.
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Almost from its inception, however, 

the leaders of the Daughters of Zion

ities. The latter frowned upon this 
of the central organization; it held firm- 

investigation, that infant homes are in- 
The women, on the other hand, insisted 

demanded practical measures and that 
has never been settled to the present, and 

in the future.
September, 1919, with the opening of 
the Douglas Park Day Nursery. Its 
leading spirits were Mrs. S. Minovitch, 
president; Mrs. M. Schaffner, vice-

Mrs. A. Kipnis, financial secretary;
Mrs. M. Aiderman, recording secretary;

trustees. Their first headquarters were 
at 1300 Independence Boulevard, which 
later were removed to 1424 South Albany

Avenue, where an average of forty have

The year 1918 brought into being an 
organization different in purpose from 
any other ever formed in the city. This 
was the Jewish Historical Society of 
Illinois, formed by H. L. Meites after 
several years of persistent effort. Since 
1913 he had worked on the project of

the Jews of Illinois from earliest times 
and presenting it in authentic, perma- 
nent form. Though he had succeeded 
in interesting a number of influential 
persons, the magnitude of the task and 
the discouragement met with in many 
quarters, prompted the formation of a 
society which should support the work 
in organized fashion. Only thus, it was 
felt, would understanding of the value 

licve in the possibility" of its success, 
would be heartened ; those who were 
holding aloof, persuaded to help; and 
those who felt that “the Jews have not 
done anything worth recording,” con- 
vinced.

After months of arduous effort, or- 
ganization was effected, April 30, 1918. 
Julius Rosenwald consented to assume

Hirsch, Henry L. Frank, and Nathan 
D. Kaplan, vice-presidents; M. E.

Meites, secretary. These officers were, 
and remained, the chief supporters of 
the society’s work. Until war and relief 
work called him away, Rosenwald main- 
tained a consistent interest. Upon Rosen- 
wald’s departure, Dr. Hirsch became act- 
ing president and up to the time of his 
death served the organization with sym- 
pathetic understanding.

At the organization meeting a board 
of directors was also elected, of whom 
Dr. Joseph Stolz, Rabbi Saul Silber, 
James Davis, and Dr. A. B. Yudelson 
proved the most active. Without their 
labors, and those of the officers men-
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tioned, the society could hardly have 
continued.

The compilation and production of 
the projected volume was not, however, 
the only interest of the Jewish Historical 
Society. Its purposes had been defined 
as being, to gather and preserve his- 
torical documents and data; to mark 
with tablets historic spots of Jewish in* 
terest; to publish from time to time mat- 
ter bearing on Illinois Jewish history; 
and to encourage the study of Jewish 
history, communal and universal.

In accord with the second of these 

if permission could be secured, to place 

office to mark the site of the first house

nal headquarters. A special order from 

required a trip to Washington by the 
secretary, H. L. Meites. Approval was 
duly forthcoming, and on October 9, 
1918, a bronze tablet was unveiled on the 
southwest corner of the post-office, Clark 
Street and Jackson Boulevard.

rate exercises, attended by a group of

Senator Hugh Magill and Postmaster 
William B. Carlisle. Elias Greene- 
baum, dean of Illinois Jewry, per-

Meites presided. The invocation was
Formal dedication was observed on

12, in the chambers of the United States 
Circuit Court of Appeals, in the post- 
office building. In connection with the 
dedication, a historical exhibit was also 

Uxvnuxa or Tablet at the Post-Office, October 9, 1918

W׳r M'n״CRrb^ T°dN ^han^״^r’| *יי* HuSh M«sill, Founml'r
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held, and many people came to view the 
display. This, it is said, was the first 
time that permission had ever been 
granted for the use of these rooms for 
other than official purposes. Dr. Hirsch, 

tending by sickness, and Vice-President 
Kaplan presided. One of the notables 
present at this gathering was Dr. Otto L. 
Schmidt, vice-president of the Chicago 
Historical Society, and president of the 
Illinois Centennial Commission, which 
had charge of the celebration that year 
of Illinois’ hundredth year as a state.

In the course of his address, Dr. 
Schmidt voiced his deep admiration for 
the Jewish people, saying in part as fol-

citizens of your religion? It may possibly be that

northwest Cotner, I believe, it was the" B’nai 
first year of my schooling that was spent^on the

On the other hand, it may be that my dear and

naturally would be sent to his son. Of these. I 
here a little while ago, as wishing to speak of the 
me than that, but it is an exceedingly difficult sub-

a most beautiful German. The first sentence was 

hinder him in that." Now, that is a very progrès-

Now, in the present day of ^extravagance^0* ^u•

On the program also was Judge 
Samuel A. Alschuler, whose presence, 
as a judge of the federal court was 
doubly fitting.

I am told (said Judge Alschuler] that I was 
where this tablet has been placed. I will say,
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These spirited and inspiriting words 
of Judge Alschuler were a fitting com- 
plement to the address delivered by Dr. 
Joseph Stolz, a memorable one which 
strongly impressed all present. After 
summarizing the contribution of the 
Jew to America and Illinois, Dr. Stolz 
concluded his speech with the following:

An appropriate touch was given the 

ence of Rabbi Schanfarber, of K. A. M.; 
Rabbi Samuel S. Cohon, of Zion Congre- 
gation, who delivered the invocation at 
the dedication; and Dr. Stolz, of Isaiah 
Temple, “the grandchild of K. A. M.,” as 
he called his congregation. Only the 
presence of Dr. Hirsch was lacking to 
have represented all four congregations 
which had sprung out of the little house 
of worship commemorated by the tablet 
consecrated that evening.

By this time, all thought of completing 
and publishing the contemplated history 
before the end of the war (and in time for 
the Illinois Centennial, as was at first 
planned) had had to be abandoned. The 
stress of the war period compelled the 
postponement of activities until condi- 
tions became more nearly normal. It was 
several years after the coming of peace 
before the time was felt to be ripe for ac- 
tive resumption of the work.

In the spring of 1922, reorganization 
of the society was effected, S. J. Rosen- 
blatt becoming president, with Jacob M.
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Loeb, Judge Harry M. Fisher, and 

Greenebaum remained treasurer and H. 

was elected, containing, however, all of 
the old directors who had been active 
since the beginning. With some small 

cation project was energetically pressed, 

work it was finally completed, this 
Another organization unique in the

in 1920, a group of rabbis instituted what
L'Torah (Hebrew Theologie 

Douglas Boulevard and St. L 

serves as a general institut

a thorough training for those who wish 
to prepare themselves for thé rabbinate 
or for positions as Jewish teachers. The 
orthodox element of the Jewish popula- 
tion rallied heartily to its support. Among 
the larger contributions made at the dedi• 
cation were $3,000 by Louis Bomash, 
$1,500 by Michael Rosenberg and fam- 
ily, $1,000 by Samuel Phillipson, and 
$1,000 by B. J. Schiff. Later, a gift of 
$0,000 was made by the children of the

ship of $500 was donated by Edward

Among the leaders in the work for the 
college, besides the rabbis noted above

first president, and Rabbi Saul Silber, 
who succeeded Lazar and has continued 
as head of the institution to the present.
The :rvices of A. Eisenstein, too, were
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to the Jews at Oak Forest, who before the 
establishment of the pavilion had been 
left to shift for themselves.

While new organizations were being 
established, in accordance with the needs 
of the times, the shifting of the Jewish 
population and other changes that came 
with the years brought about the discon• 
tinuance of several of the old ones. The 
first of these was the Home for Jewish 
Friendless and Working Girls, closed in 
1918 when such action was deemed advis- 
able because its functions had been large• 
ly taken over by the Jewish Home Find• 
ing Society and other agencies. Its assets 
were given in trust to the Associated Jew- 
ish Chanties to be held until such time 
as a Home for the Friendless might again 
be needed.

The next to close was the Maxwell 
Street Settlement, in July, 1919. For

ad resident, Ernestine Heller, and the 
rectors of the Settlement had been im- 
essed by the fact that the institution

dicient numbers, the group of younger
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of the public schools in the Lawndale dis- 
trict which convinced all that the Settle- 
ment activities should be moved to that 
section. At this time, however, the Jew- 
ish People’s Institute was formulating 
plans for the establishment of a recrea- 
tional center in Lawndale, and the heads 
of the Maxwell Street Settlement were 
agreed that to risk duplication of the 
work would be inadvisable. They there- 
fore, on their own initiative, decided to 
close the Settlement, with the thought in 
mind that, should the need present itself.

section of the city.
The migration of the Jewish popula- 

tion also caused the discontinuance of the 
Helen Day Nursery. Early in 1920, a 
careful study of the situation was made 

other things, that fully fifty per cent of the 
attendance was non-Jewish. Upon pres- 
entation of her report the directorate of 
the nursery voted to suspend activities in 
that neighborhood, and in November, 
1920, its doors were closed.

The next year saw the shutting down 
of the Jewish Training School, that in- 
stitution which had performed such su- 
perlative service in the community for 
nearly a third of a century. In its case, 

made, which disclosed the fact that at- 
tendance at the school had been decreas- 
ing steadily for a number of years; and 
also, that practically every course offered 
there was now available in the public 
schools. After careful analysis of a re-

Research Bureau, the board of the school 

of the term, in June, 1921, the Jewish 

organizations passed out, the majority of 
them were flourishing and growing 
stronger year by year.

notable anniversaries occurred, which 

were marked with suitable celebration. 
Such were those of the Beth Hamcdrash 
Hagodol, whose golden jubilee was ob- 
served in 1919; Sinai, which celebrated 
the seventieth birthday of its illustrious 
head, Dr. Hirsch, in 1921 ; K. A. M., 
whose diamond anniversary was attained 
in 1922; and Temple Sholom, which 
marked the twenty-fifth year of Rabbi 
Hirschberg's service, in 1923.

The secular organizations also had

ides Hospital, re-dedicated as the Mount 
Sinai Hospital and again opened, May 4, 
1919, was holding its own valiantly. The 
B. M. Z., celebrating its twentieth year, 
December, 1920, faced a future of bright 
promise. So did the Marks Nathan Or- 
phan Home, which opened its new dor- 
mitories and marked its emergence from 
debt by a “mortgage burning,” in 1920; 
the Jewish People’s Institute, which ob- 
served the tenth year of President Loeb's 
leadership with a banquet, in 1922; and 
most of the other institutions, whose an- 
niversary festivals reminded Chicago 
Jews that their community was no longer 
an adolescent but had attained a ripe and

During the time we are considering, 
the Zionist movement in Chicago under- 
went a radical expansion which removed 
it from the plane of a narrow partisan in- 
tercst to a communal issue. This was the 
local reflex of the broadening of the Zion- 
ist movement the world over, following 
the issuance of the Balfour Declaration 
by England, November 2, 1917, and that

Palestine after the close of the World 
War. Thereafter, the course of Zionism 
widened swiftly, and some of the events 
that took place here assumed a national 
and even an international aspect.

In September, 1919, Chicago was for 
the first time the scene of a national Zion- 
ist convention, when five hundred dele- 
gates assembled at the Auditorium Thea- 
ter for a four-day sitting. In the long list 
of celebrities present, Chicago was 
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prominently represented, by Judge Julian 
W. Mack, president of the national Zion- 
ist organization; Leon Zolotkoffi head of 
the bureau for the Middle West; Judges
David; Max Shulman and Nathan D.

West Organization when it was an inde-

These visits and the activities attend- 
crucial issues were forming. One of these 

American and the international Zionist 
leaders and brought about the resignation 
of Brandeis and Mack and those who 
shared their position in the controversy 
that had arisen. In the same year, 1921, 

had given their best effort to the national- those who had withdrawn formed the 
ist cause. Palestine Development Council, a na-

The visit of the Zionist Commission tional organization devoted to economic 
from Europe in 1921 was another gala work for Palestine. In the organizing 
event. Chaim Weizmann, president of of the Council, Judge Mack was a fore- 
the international Zionist organization, most factor, and when it commenced op- 
accompanied by M. M. Ussishkin and erations he was unanimously chosen 
Dr. Albert Einstein, the world-famous president, Justice Brandeis becoming 
scientist, were the city's guests for a week honorary president. So, again a Chi- 
during which they were welcomed and cagoan played a leading part in a great 
acclaimed by official and non-Jewish piece of constructive Jewish work.
Chicago as well as by their followers. A Among the Chicagoans who sympa- 
year later their distinguished colleague, thized with the views of the former 
Nachum Sokolow, came to Chicago and American administration were Nathan
was also royally received. D. Kaplan, Judge Hugo Pam, Rabbi
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Felix Levy, Judge Harry M. Fisher, 
Mrs. Julius Stone, and Miss Pearl 
Franklin. When the separation of forces

the Council advocates, and became offi-

Palestine Development League. Its work 
has grown promisingly to the present and 
bids fair to become a force in activities

Quite as critical and exciting as the 
split between the American and the 
European Zionists was the fight on the 
ratification of the pro-Zionist resolution 
introduced in Congress early in 1922. 
Chicago, with the rest of the country, was 

of reform rabbis, led by Dr. David Phil- 
lipson of Cincinnati and Dr. Isaac Land- 
man of New York, to prevent the passing 
of the resolution. The utmost efforts of 

however, and the House of Représenta-

lution on June 30, 1922, this being tex-

which had been passed by the Senate the 
month preceding. The measure read:

This, (he official pronouncement of the 
United States, may be regarded as the 
climax of American Zionism, the culmi- 
nation of a generation of struggle. It 
placed the greatest nation in the world 
squarely behind the effort of the Jewish 
people to regain its place among (he na-

who had opposed and obstructed the
uncertain terms on the floor of the House 
by a number of Congressmen, one of 
whom, Representative Gallivan, of Bos- 
ton, took occasion to say :
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disposition of the matter by common con-

Congress. Finally, in January, 1923, the 
executive committee of the Congress, of 
which Dr. Stephen S. Wise was chair- 
man, issued a statement to the effect that

It seems to have been necesss 

to some of our own faith, rabt 
men, who claimed to be leadei

The jubilation occasioned b 
age of the resolution was foil 
speeding up of Zionist activit 
most among these was the wc 
Keren Hayesod, or Palestine I 
Fund, organized in 1921. Foi 
the basis of the Zionist effort ir 
Chicago raised $59,000 in 192 
in 1922, and $159,000 in 1923. 
ures epitomize the growth w 
Zionism had experienced in th! 
since its pioneers—men like Zo

workers—had to struggle for 

for the Midwest dealt with hundreds in-

Many other important matters were 
claiming the attention of the community 
during this period, one of which, of local 
origin, promised for a time to take on in- 
ternational proportions. This was the 
plan for Jewish colonization in Mexico, a 
short-lived project that came about 
through Paul W. Rothenberg, a Chicago 
attorney. Rothenberg had had occasion 
to be of service to President Obregon of 
Mexico, and in return the latter, on May 
10, 1922, in a letter to Rothenberg made 
an offer to set aside a tract of land in 
Lower California as a place for settle- 
ment by Jews. This offer excited interest 
throughout the Jewish world. The con- 
ditions imposed by the MexicanPresident 
were favorable, as were also the reports 
of a committee formed in Chicago by 
Rothenberg that went to investigate the 
proffered tract. After widespread dis- 
cussion and much division of counsel, the

exhaustive investigation had shown that 
Jewish migration to Mexico on a large 
scale was inadvisable; that "opportuni- 
ties do not to-day exist for the entrance 
into Mexico of any considerable number 
of Jewish migrants from Eastern Eu- 
rope." This seemed to dispose of the 
entire project, of which nothing thence- 
forth was heard save a sharp criticism 
from Israel Zangwill, the distinguished 
writer, of what he termed the hasty re-

The American Jewish Congress, after 
its first great effort toward and after the 
close of the war, had subsided into an in- 
definite place in American Jewish life.

it a more secure status and less spasmodic



In their fight against these forces, thezation the Chicago community was asked
to make its proper contribution. The Jews had the support of the better ele- 
firststep was to be a national session of the ments in American life. Non-Jewish

be the sending of twenty delegates.
This was simple but difficult, for inter- 

est in the Congress had dwindled to the 
vanishing point and none seemed willing 
to take upon himself the rôle of advocate. 
It looked as if Chicago would not be 
represented at the sessions, when Judge 
Hugo Pam stepped boldly in 
breach and saved the day. Accep 
chairmanship of local Congress a 
at a time when they seemed dot 
failure, he rallied to his support t 
ish organizations of the city and 
to success a rousing election, part 
in by every section of Chicago.
October, 1923, the Chicago de 
left for the Congress sessions i 
York, with Judge Pam at its het

In the work for the Congress 
Pam was assisted by a corps of vol

Schwartz, Mrs. Henry Neufield, 
S. Roe, who constituted the Centr 
tion Board.

Another national development 
its effect in Chicago was the anti

pudiated the alien element which had 
been injected into the country’s affairs 
and which, if unchecked, would divide

On every available occasion these

America during the post-war

expression during the unrest tl 
lowed the war, was to be expec 
the virulence of that expression 
highly-organized form it took f

never before known in American 
Two of its most sinister featut

the forming of the Ku Klux k
attained great strength in certain

systematic campaign against the 
the automobile manufacturer, 
Ford, backed by his immense we! 
characterized by the most virul 
fantastic stories.
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to their disapproval of the anti-Semitic 
movement. In January, 1921, four hun- 
dred Protestant ministers meeting in Chi- 
cago gave voice to their condemnation of 

called upon their members to fight it.

Americans, including ex-Presidents Wil- 
son and Taft, William Jennings Bryan, 
and Cardinal O’Connell. Jane Addams 
and Clarence Darrow, who had risen in

sions, again took arms against injustice
ago as signatories of

the protest.
In September, 1921, a meeting of Jews 

was held in Chicago, attended by repre- 
sentatives of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, the Council of Jewish 
Women, the executive committee of the 
B'nai B’rith, the governing board of the

Anti-Defamation League, and other or- 
ganizations. It helped to make clear the 
position of Chicago Jews regarding the 
infamous propaganda that was being 
spread, and served as a vent for the in- 
beyond this, the meeting, like the many

Jewish centers throughout the country, 
accomplished little* of a* definite char- 
acter to counteract the campaign of the

Steadily the conviction grew in in- 
formed circles that the best course for 
the Jews of America was to go about their
paying no attention to their traducers but 

verdict to the inherent fairness and rca- 
son of their fellow-Americans. This has 
been the general attitude taken by Chi- 

norant mechanic” started to spread his 
poison in May, 1919. And though the 
press of the country has been constantly 
agog on the subject, and many good 
friends have now and again come to the 
defense of the Jews, time seems to have 
justified this as the most effective as well 
as the most dignified position. With the 
abatement of war-hysteria, the sound 
good sense of the American people is as- 
serting itself ever more strongly, the 
sway of prejudice and hatred is being 
shattered, and reason and tolerance are 
regaining their rightful place.

Chicago, happily, showed little sus- 
ceptibility to the anti-Semitic virus, and 
the relations between the Jewish and gen-

been, most friendly. Though symptoms 
of infection were to be seen in certain 
quarters, these were isolated cases and the 
rare exception. On the whole, the in- 
habitants of the city seemed content to 
adjudge each other as Chicagoans and 
Americans, and to leave lineage or re- 
ligion out of consideration.

When, therefore, the diamond jubilee 
of K. A. M. Temple occurred in 1922—
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in jerry. Roumania, April (he most ambitious edition ever attempted 

by a Jewish paper.
The Chicago Chronicle, founded in 

1919 by H. L. Meitcs, represented the 
latest addition to the list of local Jewish- 
English publications. Besides the Israel- 
ile and the Reform Advocate, whose 
origin has been traced in previous chap- 
ters, there was also the Sentinel, cstab- 
lished in 1911 by Louis Berlin and Abra- 
ham L. Weber. In the Yiddish field an- 
other daily came into existence to com- 
pete with the Courier. This was the For- 
ward, a Socialist organ founded in 1920 
by the New York newspaper organiza- 
tion of the same name. These six publi-

press, and prominent personages all over 
the country. The Chicago Chronicle, an 
English-Jewish weekly, made the anni- 

featuring the development of the local 
Jewish community from the earliest days. 
This edition, which was prepared with 
the cooperation of the Jewish Historical 
Society of Illinois, contained greetings to 
the Jews of Chicago from American and 
foreign celebrities, including President 
Harding, Vice-President Coolidge, ex- 
President Wilson, Lord Reading, Max 
Nordau, Senators William B. McKinley 
and Medill McCormick, ex-Governor 
Frank O. Lowden, Governor Lcn Small, 
Mayor William Hale Thompson, Mayor

Cyrus Adler.

 every element of the Jewish population ׳
nds representation.

her of public honors were accorded Chi- 

ppointment of A. D. Lasker as head of 
1c United States Shipping Board, June 
, 1921. At this time also came the ap- 

ral counsel of the same body. In May, 
922, Henry Friend received from the 

King of Roumanie the medal of the high- 
est Roumanian order and the title of H. 
of Cavalier. This came about as a result 
of Friend’s visit to Roumania, his birth- 
place, during which he donated large 
sums to various institutions there and was 
received by the King and Queen.

A number of large benefactions were 
recorded, in addition to the great war- 
relief gifts mentioned in Chapter XIII. 
Among them were :

$1,000,000, by Julius Rosenwald, as an endow-
S50.Ö00. by Max Epstein, to Harvard Univer-

S70.0O0, by Mr. and Mrs. D. Eisendrath, for

Mem"ria|B(ï9â>°'. ' ' '
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Levy Mayer, who died August 14, 
1922, was one of the foremost of the many 
prominent persons that passed away in 
these years. These included the follow- 
ing, listed with the dates of death :

A. B. Seelenfreund, pillar of the I. O. B. B., 
April 23, 1923.
November 7, 1923.
! a j ’ י* ^.1922^28

ruary 24, 1923.
October 12. 1922.
nal effort, December 4, 1922.

19, 1918.
The greatest loss of the period, felt not 

only in Chicago but throughout the coun- 
try, was that of Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, 
whose long ministry at Sinai was ended 

by death January 7, 1923. His last years 
had been saddened by the conflict be- 
tween America and his native land. His 
natural love for the latter, no whit dimin- 
ished by or diminishing his staunch loyal- 
ty to his adopted country, was made the 
subject of criticism by his enemies. This 
aggravated the infirmities of age, but de- 
spite all he continued his manifold in- 
terests, only a few weeks before his death 
appearing in the pulpit in which he had 
served so long and brilliantly.

His death united in mourning all ele- 
ments of Jewry. Those who had not been 
able to follow him in life could yet recog-
he had wrought upon his time, and join

loss of a teacher, leader, and friend su- 
preme, asked, “Whence cometh such an- 
other?”

Thus, the period marked the passing of 
the greatest figure of his time, as well as 
many who, if they could not be called 
great, were such as had rendered vital 
service in the community and could ill be 
spared. They represented the generation 
now passing—a generation of ardent

bears and finding their highest inspira- 

country, and their people.
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But the work done by them and their 

kind remains. And perhaps its greatest 
consummation is to be seen in that nota-

cago Jewish community—the Charities 
merger of 1922, whereby the Associated 
and the Federated Jewish Charities, with 
all their affiliated institutions, were band- 
ed together into one organization.

This historic achievement had long 
been foreshadowed. Though the Asso- 
ciated Charities was composed largely of 
men and organizations having a reform 
background, while the younger group 
been growing among the more progrès- 

both were, in the larger sense, one, and

ter served if they were united under a

Julius Rosenwald, honorary head of 
both organizations, Samuel Deutsch, 
president of the “Associated,” and James 

gether with other officials, led an ener- 
getic campaign for the merger which 
took definite shape in 1922. Realizing 
the difficulty of the task, they worked 
carefully to establish a basis for union 
which should insure equity and over- 
come the objections raised on both sides.

These objections were many. The “As- 
sociated” adherents feared disruption of 
the efficient and smooth-running organi- 
zation that had been built up by many 
years of effort. Many “Federated” sup- 
porters were afraid that the conduct of 
their institutions, by whose orthodox fea- 
tures they set so much store, would be 
interfered with, and that they would be 
subject to “dictation" from quarters hav-

peculiar viewpoint of each orthodox

Oh the other hand, the advantages to 
be gained from consolidation were mani- 
fest. With one organization in place of 
two, collections could be placed on a 
more economical basis, and distribution 

of the funds made more comprehensive 
and effective. The danger of duplica- 
tion of endeavor in some cases and neg- 
lect in others, would be reduced, and a

to hand for authoritative action in com- 
munal concerns. The hitherto separate 
elements would be brought into contact 
with one another, and this could not but 
bring about better understanding. Such 

rived, if a satisfactory basis for union 
could be established.

After repeated conferences, a plan was 
formulated providing for equal represen- 
tation for both bodies on the new direc- 
torate, and insuring to each affiliated in- 
stitution autonomy in its internal admin- 
istration. Thus, despite the disparity in 
the size and resources of the two organi- 
zations—the “Associated” raised about a 
million a year and had a reserve of nearly 
half a million, while the “Federated” 
raised a quarter-million yearly and had 
only a negligible reserve—both were to 
be partners in the new joint enterprise.

all institutions enter the union debt-free, 

funds, and adhere to their budgets. To 
these conditions even the most extreme 
of the orthodox objectors could not find 
fault, at least in principle.

Thus a harmonious adjustment paved 
the way to a fusion of forces. Approved 
by a unanimous vote of both directorates 
and ratified at a joint meeting of the 
membership, the Jewish Charities of Chi- 
cago came into existence January 1, 1923. 
Julius Rosenwald was prevailed upon to 
accept the presidency for the first year, 
with Samuel Deutsch and James Davis 
as vice-presidents.

was a public appeal for $250,000 in new 
annual subscriptions, to meet an increased 
budget. This was begun on March 12, 
1923, and quickly carried to completion, 
under the lead of Sol Klein, chairman,
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other and much greater one engaged *the

was the United Drive for $2,500,000, 
launched on May 6 for the purpose of 
providing funds for three institutions : the 
Michael Reese Hospital, for building a 
new nurses’ home and training school; 
the Mount Sinai Hospital, for the en- 
largement of its facilities; and the Jew- 
ish People’s Institute, for the erection of 
a branch in Lawndale and the improve- 
ment of its Northwest Side branch.

This drive was not undertaken by the 
Jewish Charities of Chicago, but by a 
group known as the Committee for $2,- 
500,000. Nevertheless, it drew the en- 
thusiastic support of the Charities’ offi- 
cials and workers. Jacob M. Loeb was 
chairman, with Gustav Hochstadter, 
Louis M. Katz, Sol Klein, and Charles

Under the
slogan, “I f you won’t who will?” the cam- 
paign was brought to a brilliant con• 
elusion on May 31, with not only the sunt

sought in hand but a full quarter of a 
million besides.

This greatest of all campaigns, like the 
subscription drive preceding it, was in 
effect a test as to how the nets- order of 
things would work. And the overwhelm- 
ing success of both efforts was a decisive 
victory for the proponents of amalgama- 

Officers of the United Drive for $2,500,000

Sot Kline, Co-Chairman

Waller S. Barr
V1CE-C1IAIEMSK
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tion. It showed that the united organiza- 
tions were stronger than they had been as 
separate bodies, it demonstrated that the 
various elements of Chicago Jewry could 
work together in harmony and accord, 
and it proved that popular support was 
with the new composite body. The Jew- 
ish Charities of Chicago has broken down 
the barriers that have divided the com- 
munit)׳, and welded all elements into one 
unit, strong and indivisible! No longer 
will there be South Side and West Side, 

man Jews and Russian Jews. Hence- 
forth, in all undertakings for the general 
good, all of Chicago's three hundred 
thousand Jews shall be comprehended, in 
fact as well as in form, in the term, the

In this momentous achievement, our 
story of Chicago Jewry finds its fitting 
climax. Step by step, we have traced the 
upbuilding of the community from its 
rude beginnings of seventy-five years ago 
to the elaborate structure it is to-day. It

has been an arduous process, sometimes 
halted by misunderstanding, often cloud- 
cd by doubt, always attended by struggle; 
but looking back through the years, we 
may now see how steadily and unalter- 
ably the course has been forward and 
upward.

mentioned in these pages, lofty souls 
whom the community has ever found in 
happy profusion, ready to give of them- 
selves in service to others. To them a

gratitude for their bountiful gifts, laid on 

may their names and deeds be enshrined
worthy of the heritage left them!

tinued their work have built and helped

at the Jewish community of Chicago and 
the greater community in which it is 
embraced.

The Jewish population of the city, 
according to figures prepared by the
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Research Bureau of the Jewish Charities 
of Chicago, totals 285,000. This estimate 
includes Lawndale, credited with 90,000; 
the Northwest Side, 70,000; the West 
Side (from Lawndale east), 70,000; and

This estimate gives the local Jewish
first, and Warsaw, with a Jewish popula- 
tion set at from 300,000 to 330,000, 
usually being placed second. It is a ques-
Warsaw hold good to-day, in view of the 

tion. On the other hand, the estimate for 

considered a conservative one when there

of population, the high Jewish birth rate, 
and the accretions due to immigration.
already in second place, is well on its way 

toward it and will soon pass that point. 
And bound up in this immense and grow- 
ing community is a host of ever expand- 

compare favorably with other Jewish 

population. Expressed roughly in terms 
of organization, the figures are: 120 con- 
gregations, with a membership of about 
10,000 ; 75 charitable and philanthropi- 
cally-inclined organizations, which raise 
approximately  one million dollars yearly, 
not including the vast sums hitherto 
raised for war-relief and the moneys 
given directly for charitable purposes 
(i.e., independently of the organized 
Charities) ; close to 100 lodges, with a 
membership in excess of 17,000  ; 20 clubs 
and societies of size; and 19 cemeteries 
belonging to the various organizations.

Turning to the future, we behold a 
prospect to which all may look with joy­
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ous hope. From year to year, Chicago 
sweeps on to its destined place as the larg- 
est city in the world. As its boundless 
resources unfold, its achievements out- 
strip the most dazzling vision of the past,

Under the Chicago Plan, aided by a 
progressive and spirited citizenry, the 
municipality is more and more surely 
taking on the attributes of greatntu. 
Some day in the future the Queen City 
of the West will be the Premier City of
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and financial standing but also in the less 
material elements which civilization 
holds highest.

The Plan, which was prepared under 
the direction of Daniel H. Burnham, a 

 -world-famed architect, for the Commer ־
cial Club of Chicago, provides for a com-

and future growth. Wide arteries for 
through and local traffic are laid out. 
Beautiful boulevards to carry traffic 
without interruption from one section of 
the city to another have been provided 
for. Of especial interest are the park and 
forest preserve commissions, most of the 
recommendations for which have already 

zoning system, now completed and codi- 
lied, were also prepared.

The completed Plan was presented to 
the city in the year 1908 by the Commer-

in which many who did not understand 

called for, opposed it, the Plan was 
accepted by the city authorities, and a 

various projects scheduled. The first 
commission was appointed by Mayor 
Busse, Daniel H. Burnham, the author 
of the Plan, being the first chairman. 
After the death of Burnham in 1912, 
Charles H. Wacker was appointed to the 
chairmanship of the Commission. The 
actual construction work for the carrying 
out of the Plan is chiefly done by the 
Board of Local Improvements of the city, 

ried out by the different park boards and 

in the carrying on of this great civic proj- 
ect, Jews have served with honor on both 
the Plan Commission and the Board of 
Local Improvements. At present Oscar

sion, and Mitchell C. Robin a member 
of the Board.

Many of the improvements on the vast 
program have been completed, including 
the great Michigan Avenue link bridge. 
Of particular interest to Chicago Jewry 
was the starting and partial completion

Michigan Avenue, Looking North from Adams Street
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called Twelfth Street, an event that had 
profound economic and social phenom-

Roosevelt Road for a long time served 
as the chief artery of traffic for the great- 
est number of Jews in the city, compris- 
ing the inhabitants of the older Jewish 
section immediately west of the river and

springing up in Lawndale.
The congestion in the old section was 

as a whole. Transportation was speeded 
up, business facilitated, and living con- 
ditions made more attractive by a lessen- 
ing of the congestion. It served as a 
graphic demonstration of the practical 
benefits held out by scientific city

Already remarkable progress has been 

boulevard and park system, the Munie- 
ipal pier, the spacious bathing beaches,

trying, indeed, with but little chance for 
an outlet for the thousands whose work 
compelled them to be close to their places 
of employment. Transportation was im- 
peded by the narrow Roosevelt Road, 
practically the only gateway to the whole 
district. After a prolonged legal battle, 
Roosevelt Road was widened from Canal 
Street west to Ashland Boulevard, as 
shown in the preceding illustration. 
Plans for a beautiful viaduct and bridge 
over the railroads and river east of Canal 
to Michigan are being worked out.

The improvement of Roosevelt Road 
had an immediate effect on the entire 
West Side and, less directly, on the’ city 

and the lake front improvements present 
an array of urban attractions among the 
very best to be found anywhere. When 
the plans now being pressed will have 
been realized, Chicago, for all its un-
of earlier days, will be the City Beautiful 

mer resort of note.

are others of esthetic and spiritual appeal. 
Chicago has long been a favorite con- 
vention city, attracting many thousands 
of visitors yearly. The educational 
facilities offered by its numerous colleges 
and schools are well known and bring
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here students from foreign lands as well 
as from all parts of the United States. As 
a musical center, Chicago is now the 
equal of any in the world and is fast 
attaining a like rank in other branches

cago will, as before, find their proper 
place and share. Devoted to their city 
and among the most industrious and for-

continue to be co-builders of Chicago and
Tn their communal affairs, the Jews of 

Chicago face an expansion unrivalled by 
anything known in the past. With the 
spread of the population, new Jewish 
sections are springing up on all sides, and, 
with them come new institutions to min- 
ister to their spiritual and material well­

being. In the older Jewish districts, too, 
are to be noted the constant enlarging of 
existing agencies and the adding of new 
ones to meet the ever-increasing need.

This fresh, vigorous growth on every 
hand is only a beginning. The era now 
opening will bring opportunities un- 
paralleled. With them will come cor- 
responding responsibilities. If, as Amer- 
icans and Jews, the rising generation 
prove alert to their opportunities and 
faithful to their responsibilities, then 
their record, to be inscribed by some fu- 

than anything that has gone before. 
Spurred by the inspiration of the past, 
smoothed by communal unity, their prog-

making all good things not only possible







Part n
The Individual

'‘Behold!״ he says, “Thus

—•WALTER Besant, The Rebel Queen





H F preceding narrative has outlined rhe development 
of Chicago Jewry from its meager beginnings to the 
great thriving community we know to-day. l’art 1. 
therefore, has concerned itself primarily with the com- 
munal aspects of the story it tells. But ever since the 
first Jewish settler set foot in Chicago, and in continu- 
ally growing measure as the years brought numbers 
and opportunity, the local Jc : have won
recognition in every domain of individual achieve- 
ment. In public service, in the arts and sciences, and in 

the more prosaic callings included under the general head of business, 
their record has been consistently meritorious.

It is the outstanding features of this record that are set down in the fol- 
lowing section, with personal studies of the individuals who have been its 
principal contributors. The Jewish share in the labor movement and in 
athletics is also included in this division.

Naturally, the whole of the story can be no more than hinted at. Many 
omissions must inevitably occur, especially as regards the leaders of by- 
gone days; of them and their offering in the various lines of vocational en- 
deavor, comparatively scant record remains. Commerce and industry, art 
and science, though they lie at the very heart of our communal progress, 
are not usually considered historical material, and the story of accomplish- 
ment in diese fields has not been preserved in satisfactory fullness. As to 
the men and women of to-day, the presentation following also must un- 
avoidably be but an incomplete summary: It were manifestly futile to try 
to cover so vast a field in its entirety.

While exhaustiveness therefore is scarcely to be hoped for, the aim has 
been to afford in this section a fair and representative view of what the 
Chicago Jew has wrought in his multiform pursuits as an individual.





Arts

Letters

N literature and journalism, 
both English and Yiddish, the 
Jewish community has done 
well, considering its youth. 

While it has not produced writers of
world fame, such as Pinero or Zangwill,

still it may boast of many who 
achieved a worthy place in letters, : 
number who show promise of grca

As authors, the names of Ben H 
Edna Ferber, Jack Lait, I. K. Fried 
Florence Kiper Frank, and Delia

ranks high as a playwright as well 
actress ; Addison Burkhardt has pro< 
the librettos of some of the most su■ 
fui musical comedies ; and Louis J 
Block, principal of John Marshall 
School, is the writer of a number 0 
umes of poetry and prose.

Among the earlier names then 
Miriam Del Banco, popular poel 

active in Jewish social work in Chicago 
in the ’80s; Andrew J. Hirschi, author on 
legal topics; Mortimer Frank, who 
added to his prominence as a physician 
by a number of studies on medical life, 
of a high literary order. These are but 
a casual selection from a large list of 
men and women who achieved more or 
less fame in their day.

The mention of Hirschi and Frank

Jews, past and present, who have won 
recognition in special fields of writing 
such as legal, medical, rabbinic, and the 
like. The outstanding instance, of course, 
is Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, some of whose





prolific articles on religion stand as a 
permanent contribution to the literature 
of Judaism. But such writings, didactic 
or technical in nature, hardly fall within

In the field of journalism, the follow- 
ing are a few of the many Chicagoans of 
Jewish blood who have attained high 

01 the New York H'orld;

Burton Rascoe, Leon Stolz, Elias Tobenkin, Dr.

Among the younger men may be men-

Feathers, published recently ; and Meyer 
Zolatareff, now on the staff of the Herald 
and Examiner.

The development of the Yiddish press 
in Chicago is a distinctive and little- 
known branch of Jewish effort which de- 
serves detailed treatment. This is given 
in the article appended, including per- 
sonal sketches of some of the many in- 
teresting personalities bound up with 10- 

cal Yiddish journalism. Of those promi-

Leon Zolotkoff, pioneer 0( the local Yiddish
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Among present-day Yiddish journalists 
in the local field are the following:

Yiddish writers, whose efforts may be 
characterized as literary as well as jour- 
nalistic, include Louis Reingold (de- 
ceased), who wrote labor poems and 
songs which became very popular in shop 
and factory; Dua (deceased), a gifted 
young writer taken in the flush of young 
manhood; Dr. Abraham **—־«- 
Jonah Speavack, S. B. Korn

following.
In that branch of journalis 

the English-Jewish paper, [ 
Hirsch was the chief figure 
and editor of the Reform A 
contributed editorials and ar 

ception, in 1891, almost up 

The Yiddish Press in Chicago
The pioneers of American Yiddish 

daily in Chicago. The early Yiddish- 

very far from literature in general and 
Jewish newspapers in particular. In 
their European homes they had seen few,

if any, Yiddish newspapers. True, as 
early as 1862, Odessa had a Yiddish week- 
ly, the Koi Mevasser, and later, in the 
'80s there was the Yiddishes Polksblall, 
another weekly, in St. Petersburg. But 
these publications were known only to a 
small class of the intelligencia or semi-in- 
telligencia ; the large mass of Jews hardly 
knew that Yiddish newspapers existed 
anywhere. Thus the task of the early 
local journalists was not so much to serve 
as to create, a class of readers.

Attempts were made to issue a Yiddish 
paper in Chicago as early as 1879. Nach- 
man Baer Ettelson (deceased, 1922), to- 
gether with S. I. Marcus started a week- 
ly, the Israelitische Presse. From the 
name one assumes that the Yiddish there- 

stand. The paper died soon.
Six years later, Ettelson revived his

Zao D. Kloppet), Belle

as ended the first of 
! ventures that mark 
dish journalism in

Chicago.
In 1888 Isador (Jehuda) Hurwitz 

(deceased 1923), who together with S. P. 
Rabinowitz had issued the Hebrew year- 



to Chicago. With the aid of Leon Zolot- 
koff he induced M. Ph. Ginzburg, who 
owned a printing shop on Canal Street, 
to become the publisher of a paper—■and 
the Jewish Courier first saw the light. It 
was a weekly, containing four pages of 
six columns each.

the Courier was sold to Sarasohn and 
Son, the New York publishers. Hur- 
witz became a traveling agent for the

mained as editor. But the paper did not 
succeed, and was abandoned.

During the World’s Columbian Expo- 
sition, in 1893, a corporation was formed 
with Zolotkoff as one of the charter mem- 
bers, and began the weekly, Die Yiddishe 
Welt. It lived only a few months and 
Chicago Jews were again left without a

could not last long. After the 
Zolotkoff began a Yiddish daily—s 
thing new in Chicago. In this effo 
was aided by his nephew, Louis < 
and the latter’s partner, Samuel 1 
burg, owners of a printing plan 
Twelfth near Desplaines Street. I 
first issue of the Chicago Yiddishe Tage- 
blall, as it was called, Zolotkoff wrote,

Jews to see if they will support a Yiddish 
paper.”

But this attempt, too, did not go well 
and Zolotkoff soon withdrew, Roman G. 
Lewis (deceased 1920) succeeding him 
as editor. At the same time the Courier 

with Zolotkoff and Peter Wiernick as 
editors. And so Chicago Jews, who had

themselves the possessors of two daily pa-

them that both suffered much. Despite 
this, M. Ph. Ginzburg again decided to 
issue a newspaper and started the Jewish 
Citizen, with Elijah N. Zolinc as its ed- 
itor. But this paper lasted only about a 
month.

In 1895 Professor G. Zelekowitz came 
to Chicago from the East and became cd־
ly from the same office, the Yiddishe Ga-

sohn, of the Courier, began to issue the 
Chicago Yiddishe Wochenblatt. Both 
of these weeklies were paying proposi- 
tions, because their circulation was not 
confined to Chicago, but their profits 
were eaten up by the dailies.

With Zelekowitz on the Tageblatt and 
Gazetten staff was Roman G. Lewis; with 
Zolotkoff, editor of the Courier and the 
Wochenblatt, was Wiernick, with Philip 
P. Brcgstone and Morris Reinhardt as

the main burden of Ginzburg's two pa-

articles, using the pseudonym "Sandal- 
phon”; was “make-up” man, and some- 
times even delivered the papers to the 
stores himself. There were no stands, as 
now, on which to sell Yiddish newspa- 
pers. In addition he also contributed ar- 
tides to New York papers, under the 
nom de plume “Avi-Hezron.” His cor-
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respondence gave a broad view of the 

cago. Pure Jewish interests w

A short time afterward, Wiernick, Zo- 
the business manager, 

d S. W. Natelson (de-

the pen name “Shabsy Goilot

The tendency of both dailies 
two weeklies really were—was 

dined toward labor and its deir 
the Courier. It was characteris 
fore, that during the Pullman 
1894 the Courier was against th 
while in the Tageblatt, Me

A

: the manager. The office 

g shop at 1214 South Hal-

conditions in the Jewish c

classes of Chicago considéré

When Roman G. Lewis 1< 
his time to the law, Zeleko 
Jacob M. Wolfsohn to becc 
editor of the Tageblatt, and in L״״., 
ber, 1895, Wolfsohn came to Chicago to Louis Ogus and Samuel Ginsburg, 
assume his duties, beginning thereby a tired by their exertions with the Tage- 
career in local journalism that continued blatt, took in Joel Fcltenstein (deceased
until a recent date. 1907) as a partner. He followed Sara-



ing of the paper to Eleazer Meites (de- 
ceased 1903), father of H. L. Meites. 
Since politics was the chief source of rev- 
enue for a Yiddish paper, Feltenstein se­

great deal of 
Its editorial

ways open to 
g that would

fare. One of the greatest achievements 
of the paper along this line was the pro- 
posing and working for the erection of

cured as a partner Morris 
connected in local politics at tha 
This made too many partners 1 
small concern, but even then it st! 
ahead bravely and might have 
lished itself but for a fatal misha

One morning, when the paper 
go to press, it was found that th! 
of type were missing. Fox, in ant 
reduce expenses, had carried the 
nearby printer. And this printer h 
denly taken it into his head to de 
business as well as his family a 
absconded to Africa. This, togeth 

the Tageblatt, and in July, 1896, it ex-

two weeks more, the Courier would have
The Jewish population of Chicago 

then (1896) was 70,000 or 80,000, and the 
Ghetto extended from Canal Street to

Fourteenth to Polk Streets. Many Jews, 
of course, lived outside the Ghetto. One 
daily and one weekly were then sufficient.

Then Sarasohn came to Chicago again, 
to consolidate his position in the field. In 
August, 1896, Wolfsohn became a mem- 
her of the Courier staff, and shortly there- 
after Natelson resigned. Morris Rein- 
hardt was added as a member of the staff 
a little later. The paper was enlarged 
and improved, and advertisements grew

menting on the suspension of its com- 
petitor, said : “If the Tageblatt had lived
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an Orthodox old people’s home. The of Yiddish newspapers. He helped im- 
Beth Moshav Z’keinim, the Orthodox migrants open small stores and had them 
Jewish Home -for the Aged, erected in handle Yiddish newspapers, both local 
1900, resulted from the sincere editorials and of New York, thus spreading their 
in the Courier. Later the Courier proved sale throughout the city.

ue <n over, the Northwest Side consumed an average 
of one hundred ten papers daily, and that 
Wolfsohn, then the editor of the Courier, 
had personally to undertake their distri- 
bution. Finally, he induced H. Marco- 
witch to remove his confectionery store 
from Canal Street to the Northwest Side, 
to become its first Jewish newsdealer and 
bookseller (1898).

Then suddenly Chicago was awakened 
by the Yiddisher Koi, known also as the 

as great an aid in the formation of the

1901, and was published by H. Lieder-

-olotkoff was editor" ־ '
Rosenfeld, the poet,

It is an interesting commentary on 10-

erection of Talmud Torahs, in which it

coming the antagonism of many who for 
reasons of their own opposed the project 
to federate. Of these and other orthodox 
interests, the Courier from the start was 
an ardent champion, looked upon as the

has always found in the Courier a staunch

only helped crystallize public sentiment S. B. Komaiko, and Dr. Victor Trager 
but also, through its seasonable appeals, comprising the rest of the staff. The Koi 
raised great sums for the nationalists’ soon became popular in the Ghetto, and

it was thought the Courier was to have
Jewish newsboys, the innovation sug- keen competition, but soon Zolotkoff, Ro- 

gested by H. S. Wolf, helped build cir- scnfeld, and Komaiko left, and Trager 
culation. Prior to their coming, how- had to get out the Koi, alone. For a time 
ever. Jacob Lidskin (deceased, Vilna, it was prosperous, though it changed cd- 
1922), who had a bookstore on Jefferson itors frequently, but soon it began to de-

Its last editor was O. Wagman (de-



ceased), who in New York had issued 
the JewfsA Telegraph (1890-99).

The transitory popularity of the Kot, 
however, gave the Courier much worry, 
and in July, 1901, Sarasohn added S. W. 
Natclson to its staff. Shortly after Na- 
telson’s arrival, M. Ph. Ginzburg pur-

chased a half-interest in the Courier, 

cultics was falling into neglect. The 

there was a disagreement between the 
partners, and the Courier went into the 
hands of a receiver. Then Ginzburg went 

ownership has continued until to-day, 

to issue the Yiddisher Progrès!, which 
starting as a weekly, commenced two 
years later a mid-week issue under the 
name of the Yiddishe Presse. In 1905 the 
two merged into a daily, the Tägliche 
Yiddish! Presse, and following a conflict 
with local rabbis and Zionist leaders, it 
flourished for a time. But soon the 
Presse found the down-grade which so 
many other similar ventures had traveled 
before. In 1911 he turned the paper over 
to his able and energetic son, Abraham 
Liebling, who has continued its publica-

The first Socialistic paper in Chicago,

It was published by Jewish workingmen, 
ger, and Isaac Reingold (deceased 1904) 

another Socialistic weekly, was begun 
October, 1905, by the Jewish Socialist 
Press Association, Adolph Litman, Wil- 
liam Zuckerman and Morris Seskind be- 
ing its staff, but it, too, survived only a

Three,years later, a paper destined for

Arbeiter Welt Association under the ti- 
tic Yiddisher Arbeiter Welt. Its editors, 
in the order of their coming, were Hillel 
Rogoff, A. S. Sacks, Dr. K. Forenberg 
(Rosenberg), and Morris Seskind. In

r-----1 THE DAILY JEWISH COURIER ,0קורי^ שאידישער
when the Courier holds a strong position 
in its field. In 1920, Zolotkoff was sue- 
cccded as editor by Dr. S. M. Melamed, 
a prolific writer in both Yiddish and 
English. James B. Loebner is managing

Joel Liebling, who in Pittsburgh had 
been issuing the Blumengarten, came to 
Chicago in December, 1898, and began 

1917, when it became a daily, K. Mar- 
mour assumed the editorship. The Well 
lasted until 1920. when it was absorbed

that year. The Forward at present occu- 
pics an influential position among the la- 
boring class. Its present editors are
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the Yiddish weekly field was the Jewiih 
Record, first issued in 1909 through the 
efforts of H. L. Meites, James B. Loeb־ 
ner, L. Zolotkoff, and others. Zolotkoff 
was its first editor, being followed by 
Loebner assisted by Dr. S. Brownstein, 
and Morris Reinhardt who later left

and S. Greenblau were also contributors. 
Jacob M. Wolfsohn became editor of the 
Record in June, 1918, and remained un- 
til it was discontinued, May, 1922.

This is the story of Yiddish journalism 
in the third Jewish city of the world.

What its future is, none can say. Many 
hold the opinion that with the reduction 
of immigration, and the bringing up of 
the younger generation so that they speak 
little Yiddish and read less, there will 
again be a decline in the reading of Yid- 
dish publications. English features are 
becoming a part of all modern Yiddish 
dailies, and papers printed in English for 
Jews are not few in number. All this 
may be writing on the wall. If it is, then 
the history of Yiddish journalism will be 
as a circle, ending at the place it started 
from—nothing.



Music
ULTURE comes with material 
progress. Art follows finan- 
cial affluence. Music is not 
only an art; it is also a solace, 

a consolation—at times, an emotional re- 
lief, an expression of feeling, an enter-

Chicago, at its founding, had no time 
or inclination for things artistic. Thus 
it was for more than a decade that music 

played but a small part cither in the rec- 
reational or intellectual life of the city.

makings in Chicago as early as 1835,

Old Settlers' Harmonic Society gave a 
concert of a miscellaneous kind, both of 
instrumental and vocal solos and choral 
works, which began at six-thirty in the

evening, and must have lasted till well on 
to ten-thirty at night.

But that was more or less an amateur 
affair. We find other musical organiza- 
tions here : the Chicago Sacred Music So- 
ciety, 1842; the Choral Union, 1846; 
later, in 1849, the Mozart Society; the 
Philharmonic Society, 1850; the first 
opera performance in Chicago, on Octo- 
her 27, 1850, when Lucia Di Lammer- 

presented and when among the artists 
was Rosa Devries, the mother of Her- 
man Devries — and the desultory and 
infrequent concerts and operatic per- 
formances given in Chicago, leading up 
to the beginning of the musical founda- 
tion of the city after the fire of 1871.

The foregoing has nothing to do with 
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the Jews who ligure in the establishment 
of Chicago as one of the world’s greatest 
musical centers, nor has it any concern 
with their work in the musical field. The 
pioneering of Jewish musicians in Chi- 
cago dates back to about fifty years ago, 

1854, when he began by giving concerts 
and recitals, both in New York City and 
Philadelphia. Theodore Thomas be- 
came his intimate friend and no doubt 
did much to influence him to come to

when Carl Wolfsohn, the eminent con- 

came to Chicago from Philadelphia on

Carl Wolfsohn was born at Alzey, Ger- 
many, in 1834, and came to America in 

cert artist and founded the Beethoven So- 
ciety, about 1873.

Besides being a musician of fine attain- 
merits, Wolfsohn was a man of great per-

the society that he founded was at once 



sponsored and supported by the leading

ganization for mixed voices and there 
were not only choral concerts but recitals 
by talented artists and chamber music 
concerts, all given under his direction. 
These elevated and maintained artistic 
standards in the city for a period of more 
than eleven years, when the functions of 
the Beethoven Society were found to be 
superseded by the Apollo Musical Club, 

scope for the practice of choral music for 
its work. It has continued as one of the 
representative musical institutions of the 

virtuoso, teacher, and chamber music per-
former, always a : 1 of
Chicago to the day of his death. Wolf- 
sohn during his activities in the city cn- 
joyed the confidence and admiration of 
the musical public of the entire country 
and during the winter months always 
taught a large class of talented piano stu- 
dents, who came from all over the coun- 
try to benefit by his instruction. The

European trips, up to the year of his 
death, when he chose the more quiet sur- 
roundings of the highlands of New Jer- 
scy.

Here for a moment let us consider the 
Jew in music. It is well known that the 
Jew is highly emotional ; that the race has 
cultivated music for its expression of 
emotion and feeling, from the time of 
King David and perhaps before that re- 
mote and ancient period. It is said that 

time of King David, that no less than four 
thousand harpists and other musicians 
took part in the ceremonies.

The foregoing shows conclusively that 
music was always an art assiduously cul- 
tivated by the Jews; but strange to say, 
only in a re-creative way and not in origi- 
nal invention—that is, in composition. It 
is a fact that of the great composers we 

can point to but one, Felix Mendelssohn- 
Bartholdy, as holding a place along with 
Bach, Beethoven, and Mozart.

However, in the executive branch of 
music, the Jew stands at the head of the 
list. And among the greatest virtuosos 
and singers of all times, the Jew is pre- 
eminent and supreme. There is hardly 
room in this article, nor would it be to the 
point, to mention more than a few of those 
great artists and virtuosos whom we all 
know, like Kreisler, de Fachmann, Bauer, 
Elman, Heifetz, Zimbalist, Auer (the

Polacco, Joseph Schwartz, Godowsky, 
Gabrilowitsch, Wolf-Ferrari, Ernst 
Bloch, and others who stand in the fore- 
front of the world's greatest musical

To return to Chicago and its Jewish 
musicians: Coincident with the arrival 
of Carl Wolfsohn in the city was the ad- 
vent of Emil Liebling, a talented musi-

ments. Liebling came of a family noted 

musical gifts. He was born April 12, 
1851, in Silesia. He had rare advantages 
for the study of music, and particularly 
of the piano, becoming a pupil of Theo- 
dore Kullak in Berlin, of Julius Dachs 
of Vienna, and of Franz Liszt at Wei- 
mar. In 1867 he came to America, and 
in 1872 he arrived in Chicago. Here he 
soon began to occupy a prominent posi- 
tion in musical circles. He was a bril­

pleasing, salon pieces and a good ensem- 
ble player. He was an able critic and 
also contributed prohfically to musical 
literature as ׳
notator of standard music. In 1876, he 
founded a small society, the Liebling 
Amateurs, who were busy with the mu-

Carl Wolfsohn and Emil Liebling re- 
mained at the head of Chicago’s musical 
colony as representative Jewish musical 
artists for about fifteen years. Then in
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added a considerable quota and prestige 
to the city's artistic standing and cxer- 
cised a potent influence on the further de- 
velopment of its musical art.

Simon Elias Jacobsohn, distinguished

these. He was born in Mitau, Kurland, 
December 24, 1839. After studying at 
the Leipsig Conservatory, he became con- 
cert-master of the Bremen orchestra in 
1860. In 1872, Theodore Thomas during 

master for his orchestra in America.

and as soloist with the Thomas orchestra

throughout the country, and took part in 
the May Festivals in Cincinnati from 
1872 for many years. He made his home 
in that city and became famous as a violin 

teacher. In 1886, he settled in Chicago, 
where he remained as the most celebrated 
teacher of the violin in America, until 
the time of his death, September, 1902. 
He counted many of the most famous
Max Bendix, Leon Marx, and Henry 
Eichheim.

The other was L. Gaston Gottschalk,

brother of Louis Moreau Gottschalk, the 
famous pianist, he came from a family of 
musicians. He was born in New Orleans 
in 1842, and while a child went to Paris, 
France, where he became known as an 
opera singer of great merit. He left the 
operatic stage to take up his residence

here as teacher and in 1891 founded the 
Gottschalk Lyric School, an institution 
which flourished on through to the last 
period of his life.

Two other important personages were 
added to the list of the city’s musicians 
when, through Carl Wolfsohn’s influence, 
Ludwig Marum, violinist, and Frederick 
Hess, violoncellist, came to make their 
homes here. They were able musicians, 
and their work helped in the general ad- 
vance of music; and here should be men- 
tinned also Madame Johanna Hess-Burr, 
the sister of Frederick Hess, well known 
as an accomplished accompanist, coach, 
and vocal teacher, still actively engaged 
here in her profession.

A pupil of Wolfsohn, who has become 



preeminent among women musicians, is 

born in Bielitz, Austria, is a genuine Chi- 
sical education. She was brought here 

and has been before the musical public of 

edged as the greatest piano virtuosa of
acquired in Chicago under Carl Wolf- 
sohn, and Madame Essipoff hearing her 
play here, advised her to supplement her

Leschetitzky, who was at that time Essi- 
poff’s husband. The community and all 
Jewry may well be proud of Madame 

the natural talents and perseverance of 
Jewish artists.

Two other pupils of Wolfsohn have 
had brilliant careers as concert pianists: 
Myrtle Elvyn, who was a child prodigy 
and whose finishing studies with Godow- 

success, and Augusta Gottlow, a native of 
Shelbyville, Ill., who also proved the re- 
markable pedagogical gifts of Wolfsohn,

being accredited to-day as one of the lead-

In 1891, through the organization and 
establishment of the Theodore Thomas 
Symphony Orchestra, now known as the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Chicago 
became at once, a musical center, for not 

even grand opera gives to a city such ar- 

session of a symphony orchestra.
In 1891, America had but few of these 

organizations. In New York City there 
were the Philharmonic, the New York 
Symphony, and one other such important 
body. In Boston, there was the Boston

Symphony Orchestra, but there were no 
others in all the country. Now of course 
there arc orchestras in Philadelphia, in 
San Francisco, in Denver, Los Angeles,

other cities.
11 was a tremendous task that Theodore 

Thomas undertook, but to-day the Chi- 
cago Symphony Orchestra is known 
through the world as the finest of sym- 
phonic bodies.

For his first concert master, Max Ben- 
dix. the pupil of Jacobsohn, was chosen 
and he occupied that position for about

With the establishment of the orchestra 
came many musicians to reside here per- 
manently, and the years from 1891 to 
189S saw rapid advances in the city's 
musical life. To some degree, of course, 
the visits of the Metropolitan Opera

this improvement. One of the greatest 
factors in the artistic and musical devcl- 
opment of Chicago was the erection of 
the Auditorium. This building was fin- 
ished in 1889, when Adelina Patti, Presi- 
dent Benjamin Harrison, and many nota-
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bles of the country participated in the 
formal opening of the theater. To some 
extent Samuel Kayser had something to 
do with its erection. Kayser had estab- 
lished the Chicago Conservatory here, 

a former actor. When the Auditorium 
was finished he occupied with his music 
school one of the floors and engaged 
prominent musicians for its faculty, 
among them Max Bendix. In the mean- 
time Leopold Godowsky, the greatest 
piano technician in the world, had come 

recitals, and he attracted the attention of 
Kayser, who in 1895 engaged him for the 
piano department of his school.

It was at this time that Godowsky com- 
mcnced his contrapuntal studies of the 

master, which have stood as marvels of

poiypnomc piano compositions.
Godowsky was born in Wilna, Russian 

Poland, February 13, 1870, the son of a 

Godowsky remained in Chicago for

lin, Germany, in 1900, and thence to 
Vienna, where he was appointed by the 
late Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria, 
head of the master school of music. This 
post had not only remuneration of con- 
siderable value, but also honors of the 
highest sort. He had to relinquish this 
position at the outbreak of the great war.

as one of the greatest living virtuosos of 
the day. The fact that he called Chicago 
his home for five years, adds distinction 
to the city's musical record.

We have passed lightly over the period 
of the “World's Fair" in 1893, for strange 
to say, it did not add musically to the 
city's growth. Many of the world's fa- 
mous musicians who came here, stopped 
only long enough to exhibit their talents 
and went on again to their homes without 
finding in Chicago at that time, the musi- 
cal atmosphere which they enjoyed in the

So until the dawn of the twentieth cen- 
to show his great genius for music and tury the city waited for new recruits 
he became a boy prodigy at nine. He to its musical colony with one exception, 
was a pupil of Bargiel, Rudorff, and This was Max Bendix, violin virtuoso 
Saint-Saens. His studies with them born in Detroit, March 28, 1866. He was 
gained for him a conspicuous place as a educated in New York, Cincinnati, and 
master of counterpoint and piano play- Berlin, and from 1886 to 1896 was con- 
mg, and not since Liszt has the piano’s certmaster and assistant conductor of the 
mechanical scope been so thoroughly and Theodore Thomas Orchestra. He was
ingeniously exploited. also active as violinist and teacher. While



in Chicago, from 1891 to 1896, he taught 
here, besides acting as concert master 
with the Thomas orchestra. During the 
World’s Fair, he became director of the 
music department of the World’s Fair 
after the resignation of Theodore 
Thomas, and in 1896 went to New York 
City to become one of the conductors of 
the Metropolitan Opera Company. He 
returned to Chicago as conductor of the 
National Symphony Orchestra in 1914

The year 1900 brought to Chicago one 
of the finest of French baritones, Herman 
Devries. He is an American by birth, 

1858. However, his family removed to 
France while he was still a child, and in 
France, he and his brothers Marcel and 
Maurice, became active and renowned 
figures in the operatic world.

Herman Devries came to Chicago after 
a most successful operatic career and has 
since been a resident here, active as a 
teacher and as music critic of the Chi- 
cago American, a post he has occupied 
since 1916.

His first operatic appearance in Chi- 
cago was in 1898, at the Auditorium thea­

ter, during an engagement of the Metro- 
politan Opera Company from New York, 
under the management of Maurice Grau. 
He was heard in the bass-baritone rôles 
of Capulet in Gounod’s Romeo and Ju- 
Het, as Mephistopheles in the same com­

poser’s Faust, as Don Basilio in The Bar■ 
her 0/ Seville by Rossini, as Saint-Bris in 
Les Huguenots by Meyerbeer, and as 
Plunkett in Von Flotow’s Martha. He 
has always been one of the leading lights 
in Chicago’s musical coterie, has done 
much for the music of the city, and is a 
representative Jewish vocal master. Re- 
ccntly he was decorated by the French 
government with the cross of the Legion 
of Honor.

Meanwhile Carl Wolfsohn, ever an 
ardent admirer and student of Beethoven,

had been active in his work, and had 
given historical recitals which included 
the performance of the entire set of thir- 
ty-two sonatas of the Bonn master, emu- 
lating his great European colleague, 
Hans von Bulow. Wolfsohn remained a

tain predilections which only wealthy 
citizens of Chicago could afford. Thus

as a concert artist, in 1896, he presented 
to Chicago a bust of Beethoven, which 
stands to-day in Lincoln Park. It was 
dedicated with appropriate ceremonies, 
there being addresses and choral singing 
by old members of the defunct Beethoven 
Society, and the occasion was one of sig- 
nificance for music in Chicago.

Wolfsohn was also one of the fifty 
guarantors of the Theodore Thomas Or-

and contributed $1,000 every year to
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make up the deficits. During his vaca- 
tion period in the summer of 1907, he 
died in New Jersey.

Emil Liebling kept up his pace with 
the great advance the city was making 
during his later years and was always ac- 
tive and alert regarding musical affairs 
not only in Chicago but all over the coun- 
try. There were many students who ben- 
efited by his instruction, and many teach- 
crs who attended his piano recitals. Har- 
rison M. Wild, conductor of the Apollo 
and Mendelssohn clubs, is one of his pu- 

humor, and his genuineness of character, 
made him not only a representative pio- 
neer among Chicago’s Jewish musicians 
but also a figure of social and artistic 
prominence. He died here January 20, 
1914.

A member of Chicago’s musical fra- 
ternity who, in the almost twenty׳ years of 
his residence in Chicago, has added ma- 
serially to its prestige, as a pedagogue, 
virtuoso, and composer, is Heniot Levy. 
He was born in Warsaw, Poland, in 1879.

He studied the piano with Oscar Reiff 
and Dr. Heinrich Barth in Berlin, and 
composition with Max Bruch. He has

compositions and for his piano works.
His activities in Chicago since he took 

up his residence here in 1905 have been 
devoted to teaching and to concertizing. 
He has made several tours throughout  the 
country and scored most successfully

about a year ago in piano recitals in Lon- 
don, Berlin, and Paris.

Many famous pianists have come from 
his studios. He is an associate director 
of the American Conservatory of this city, 

partment ever since he has made this city 
his home, and he occupies a distinguished

An earlier musician we must not over- 
look was Robert Goldbeck, pianist and 
composer, who was born in Potsdam, 
Germany, April 19, 1839, and was a pu- 
pil of Louis Koehler and Henry Litolff. 
He made a brilliant career in America, 
coming first to New York City in 1857, 
and travelling through America as con- 
cert pianist. He took up his residence in 
Chicago in 1868, and remained here but 
a short time. Then he settled in various 
other cities of the United States until 
1894, when he again returned to Chicago, 
and remained here until 1899. He was 

composer of operas and operettas. He 
died in St. Louis in 1908.

In making a record of music in Chi-

tirely to the work that resident Jewish 
musicians accomplished, without men- 
tioning some of the other forces that 
helped to make Chicago a world’s center

We cannot find among the Jews an or- 
ganist of the first class, neither can we 
point to any great choral organization or 
conductor among our people. The larg- 
er conservatories are all owned and con- 
trolled by non-Jews and their faculties 
have for the most part eminent musicians 
who have been glad to associate with 
Jewish music masters, but none of these 
are Jewish institutions except that always 
a large percentage of the students is

Thus we see the American Conserva- 
tory, the Chicago Conservatory, the Bush 
Conservatory, the Chicago Musical Col- 
lege, the Columbia School of Music, the



Cosmopolitan Conservatory, the Chicago 
Piano College, the Chicago College of 
Music, the Chicago Philharmonic Con-
have had and still retain among their 
leading pedagogues a fair share of Jews.

cians whose work in Chicago calls for 
mention is Ernesto Console, one of the 
finest among the great Italian musicians 
of the day and a pianist and pedagogue of

high rank. Though he lived here but 
three years (1906-1909), Console is re- 
membered by local musicians as a man of 
artistic attainments and a musician of

He was born in England of Italian par-

Rome where he became one of the most 
noted of the pupils of Giovanni Sgam- 
bati. Later he studied at Leipsig with 
Carl Reinecke and at Dresden with An- 
ton Rubinstein. His appearances with 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and his 

certs gave him at once a ranking position 
among musicians of the Middle West.

where he remained a year, and later made 
a tour through the United States. Then 
in 1912 he returned to Italy where he was 
called to take the place of Giuseppe 
Buonamici, as director of the Institute 

Chevalier N. B. Emanuel first made 
his appearance in America as conductor 
of the Henry W. Savage Opera Com- 
pany. Later he was conductor of the St. 
Paul Symphony Orchestra and then came 
to Ravinia, where for the summer season 
of 1909 he conducted the symphony con- 
certs. In Chicago, he began his career 
on May 2, 1909, when he conducted two 
concerts given at the Coliseum, in con- 
nection with the Knights of Columbus 
and the Gregorian Choir of St. Louis. 
After this he was appointed conductor of 
the Chicago Philharmonic Orchestra 
which functioned for two seasons. Dur- 
ing this time he established himself here 
as a conductor of authority and later also 
assumed the leadership of several sing- 
ing societies. His last years were spent as 
choral director for the Chicago Opera

ClIRVALIER N. B. EMANUEL

with no little skill. During his stay in 
Chicago, he was frequently called to con- 

other cities, and in May, 1909, he went to 
Denver, Colo., where he directed three 
performances of Wagner's music drama 
Tannhauser. Emanuel died in Chicago

Maurice Devries, brother of Herman 
Devries, was born in New York City in 
1855. He made his operatic debut in 
Paris, at the very early age of nineteen, 
in the important rôle of “De Nevers" in 
Meyerbeer's opera Les Huguenots. This
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was so successful that his career was one 

centers of the world. Honors were 

came an intimate friend of the King, 

the country. He was for a number of 
years a conspicuous member of the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Company, making an- 
nual visits to Chicago, before he finally 
settled in 1900, in Detroit. There, he 

leagues as well as by the musical public.

1909, Chicago was on the eve of the es- 
tablishment of its permanent grand opera. 
For many years Chicago was compelled

New York, New Orleans, and elsewhere, 

presented by these companies while on 

artists had tired of their constant occupa- 
tion for twenty weeks or more and thus

one of the leading vocal instructors in this 
city, where he remained until his death, 
in 1914. Maurice Devries had great dis- 
tinction, and polish. He was a fine lin- 
guist, and a brilliant scholar. He added 
much to the dignity of Chicago’s musical 
life and was highly esteemed by his col-. 

and the foundation was laid in the sum- 
mer of 1909, when Andreas Dippel came 
to Chicago and interested some public- 
spirited citizens in the project.

The culmination of Dippel’s plan was 
the organization of the Chicago-Phila- 



the joint .administration of Cleofonte 
opened its first season of opera at the Au- 
ditorium theater, Novembers, 1910,with

Not alone grand opera, however, had 
put Chicago on the musical map of the 
world, for now the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra was already nearing its twen- 
ticth year, and choral societies and other 
symphony orchestras had pointed to this 
city as a great musical center. At the 
death of Theodore Thomas in 1904, the 
problem of selecting a successor was 
solved when the management of the Or- 
chcstral Association chose as conductor 
Frederick A. Stock. Stock was a young 
man who had always occupied a modest 
position in the orchestra as one of the 
viola players. . He had been favored by 

on its tours in the years 1902-04.
As a successor to Thomas he was hardly 

considered in those days, but he was se- 
lectcd at that time, as the season was well 
advanced, and he was about the only con- 
ductor available. The end of the year 
had scarcely been reached, however, be- 

irai conductor and a musician of extraor- 
dinary ability.

first took hold of the orchestra, and it has 
earned for itself, largely through Fred- 
erick Stock’s efforts, the name of the first 
orchestra, if not in the world, at least in

Max Bendix, of whom we have already

than that of concert-master of the Chi- 
cago orchestra, and there were a number 
of successors beginning with Ernst Wen- 
del, and then Leopold Kramer, Hans 
Letz, Ludwig Becker, and in 1909, Harry 
Weisbach was selected to fill that impor- 
tant post, remaining here in the capacity 
of concert master and soloist, until 1921.

Weisbach was born in Odessa, Russia, 
April 28, 1886. He came to America in

1890, and became a pupil of Arnold 
Volpe in New York, later going to Eu- 
gene Ysayc. He has appeared as recital- 
ist, soloist with many orchestras, and en- 
semble player and teacher since 1896, and 
has had a brilliant career in all these ca- 
pacifies. Since 1921 he has devoted his 
time to study and composition.

Coincident with Harry Wcisbach’s ar-

coming here of Alexander Zukovsky, one

An artist of unusual geniality, a perform- 

authority, Zukovsky has occupied for 

master of the Chicago Symphony Orchcs-

tra. (The Theodore Thomas Orchestra 
had changed its name to the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, though as a sub- 
title there is added, “Founded by Theo- 
dore Thomas.”)

Zukovsky was born July I, 1880, at 
Kiev, Russia. He graduated with the 
highest honors from the Moscow Conser- 
vatory in 1905, and came to America in 
1909, making his first public appearance 
in this country, in Chicago, as soloist in 

harmonic Orchestra under the direction 
of Chevalier Emanuel. Since then he has 
been active as soloist with various orches- 
tras, as teacher, as chamber music ex- 
ponent, and as conductor of the symphony 
concerts at Fullerton Hall, Art Institute, 
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of the orchestral concerts at the Chicago 
Hebrew Institute, of the orchestral con- 
certs of the Amalgamated Workers of 
America, and of the orchestral concerts 
given by the Jewish Alliance. Zu- 
kovsky, in the short time of a little over 
ten years has displayed remarkable gifts

as a teacher of violin, and a number of 

country owe their violinistic training and

Another violinist of extraordinary tai- 

1912, and on December 22 of that year 

Hall in a concert aranged under the aus-

aged by Maurice Rosenfeld. At this con-

den, Victor Herbert, and Ernestine Schu- 
mann-Heink also took part. Sametini 

made so favorable an impression with his 
playing on that occasion that he was ur- 
gently called upon by the management of 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra to ap- 
pear as soloist with that band in the place 
of Mischa Elman who, on account of ill-
Shortly thereafter he was again called up- 

both engagements most praiseworthily.

musical public of Chicago, and both as 

cess. He has also developed lately as or- 
called a star in the roster of Jewish musi-

Among the vocal masters of Chicago is 

figure in local musical circles since his ar- 
rival here in 1911. He has been popular 
with both professional and amateur sing- 
crs and has enjoyed a vogue hardly

Chicago.
Sia. January I. 1867, and as a boy dis- 

was a boy chorister for years with famous 
cantors in Russia, and finally the urge of 
a career as a professional singer was so 
great that he undertook a journey from 
his home to Vienna, Austria, without par- 
entai sanction, advice or assistance. In

tegcs of the Baroness Koenigswaertcr, an 

sustained and assisted, every year, fifty art 
students, including singers, sculptors, 
painters, poets, writers, and so forth.

This fact is mentioned here, as the bar- 

his studies in the above-named city, with 
Joseph Scheu, and at the age of twenty- 
five, began his career as an opera singer 
at the opera house in Breslau. Here he 
was stationed for six years. A season at 
the Imperial Opera at Petrograd fol-

pany with Jean De Reszke. So great was



his success there, that when Maurice 
Grau, also a Jew, the general director of 
the Metropolitan Opera in New York, 
sought a leading baritone for his com* 
pany, Jean De Reszke recommended 
Mühlmann so highly, that he was imme- 
diately engaged and remained a member 
of the company from 1899 to 1911. Be- 

sung with all the leading opera stars at 
Covent Garden, London, for some eight 
years. During his tours with the Metro- 
politan Opera in the United States, he 
was always one of the most welcome vis- 
itors to Chicago. In the spring of 1911, 
Mr. Mühlmann returned to Berlin,

to Chicago as vocal master. Since his 
arrival here, he has been active as opera 
coach and vocal instructor, as music critic 
of the Chicago Abend-Poit and as direc- 
tor of music at Temple Mizpah. A man 

type, and of innate dignity, he has made

loving public of Chicago.
In 1913, two years after Muhlmann’s

the Italian vocal expert. He was born

Preferring a musical career, Sacerdotc 
went to Leipsig, where he studied with 
Arthur Nikisch. Nellie Melba and 
George Hamlin were instrumental in 
bringing Sacerdote to Chicago in 1913. 
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taking especially in hand the thirty In-

Rosa Olitzka-Sinai, the celebrated con-

1873. She was a great favorite with the

various operatic organizations with 
which she was affiliated, and has received

eigns and princes. Her career embraces 
engagements at the Berlin Royal Opera, 
at Covent Garden, the Metropolitan Op- 
era in New York, the Boston Grand Op-

era Company, and the Chicago Grand 
Opera Company. At the last-named, she 

the Wagner repertory.
She has made her home in Chicago 

since 1915, and has been heard through- 
out the country in concerts and recitals

large class of vocal students, being reck-



oned among the foremost vocal teachers

Jacques Gordon, the present concert 
master of the Chicago Symphony Orches- 
tra, was selected for this position by Fred- 
erick Stock, the conductor, over twenty 
other applicants and since 1921 has be-

musical fraternity. He was born in 
Odessa, Russia, in 1897, and entered the 
Imperial Conservatory there, at the age 
of seven. He graduated from the conser- 
vatory when he was thirteen, and made a

and France. When he came to America 
in 1916, he became a pupil of Franz 
Kneisel and the same year became assist-

phony Orchestra in New York, and a

In 1918 he joined the New York'Sym- 
phony Orchestra and a few months later 

joined the famous Berkshire String Quar- 
tet, as first violinist, until that organiza- 
tion disbanded. Then, the concert mas- 
tership of the Capitol Theater in New 
York was offered to him and finally the 
same position in the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra drew him to this city. Here 
he founded the Gordon String Quartet 
which is now in its third year. A talented 
soloist, an excellent ensemble player, and 
a musician of rare gifts, a great future is

musicians of the Western metropolis.
His colleague, Nathaniel Finston, the 

conductor of the Chicago Theater Sym- 
phony Orchestra, is another product of 
the Russian School. He was also con- 
cert master of the Russian Symphony Or- 
chestra under Modest Altschuler and Ar- 
nold Volpe, and was invited about two 
years ago to become the general musical 
director and conductor of the Chicago 
Theater Symphony Orchestra. Since he 
has been active in Chicago, he has done 
invaluable service in bringing classic mu- 
sic before the general amusement public 
of the city.

In 1922 there came to Chicago H. 
Leopold Spitalny, musical director and

producer at McVicker's Theater. Spit- 
alny is Russian, born in Odessa, January 
7, 1888, where he studied under Pribeck

violin at the Odessa conservatory. He 
came to America in 1907, when he toured 
the United States in concert, later becom- 
ing concert master and assistant conduc- 
tor of English opera at the Hippodrome 
of Cleveland, Ohio. In Chicago he is 
establishing a reputation for the popu-

One of the outstanding figures in his 
field is Maurice Rosenfeld, pianist, lec- 
turer, pedagogue, and critic. He was born 
in Vienna, Austria, December 31, 1867, 
and was brought to America at the age of 
six. He was educated in New York City,

and at Columbia University, and began
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feld has kept vigilant watch over the 

that the Jews and Jewish musicians have 
played in making the city one of the 
world’s centers of musical art; and it is 
from his records that the materials for 
this article have been compiled.
sicians who deserve recognition for their

through the country :

recitals, and is known as an interesting 
lecturer, having been heard frequently at 
the conventions of the Music Teachers’ 
Association, and other educational bodies.

member of the faculty and on the board 
of directors of the Chicago Musical Col-

Many prominent musicians have re- 
ceived their training at his studios, in- 
eluding a number whose attainments give 
promise of more than passing moment.

From 1907 to 1915 he was musical ed-

that time has occupied the same position 
with the Chicago Daily Newt. His con- 
tributions to the musical journals of the
sical reviews have been quoted by the 

the land.



Company one of the great operatic organ-

izations of the world now follows. And 
in cataloguing the names of those most 
prominent, and those who have labored 
towards that goal, we include some of the 
most celebrated artists of the day—such 
as Polacco, Raisa, Rimini, Pavloska, 
Beck, Schwartz, and Oster.

First and foremost of them, comes the 
name of Giorgio Polacco. He has been

chief conductor of the Chicago Civic 
Opera Company. Polacco was born in 

ived his musical education in Petro- 
ad, Venice, and Milan, graduating 
>m the conservatory of that city in 1892. 
e at once established the fame that he 
joys as conductor, by directing operatic 
rformances both in Milan and Rome, 
e has been chief conductor of opera for 
ar years at the Theater Colon, in 
tenos Aires, and for seven years at Rio 
Janeiro. He has also conducted in 

ussels, Lisbon, Warsaw, and Petro-

grad, and in 1906 made his American

Opera in New York. During these vari- 
ous seasons, he also conducted opera at 
Covent Garden, England, and the The- 
ater Lyrique in Paris. He came to Chi- 
cago as conductor of the Chicago Opera 
Company, at the request of Cleofonte

able furor with his readings of operas of 

home in this city, he has taken the place 
made vacant by Campanini, who recog- 
nized in Polacco one of the greatest opera 
conductors of the world. Polacco also

guest conductor of the Chicago Sym- 
phony Orchestra.

loving public of the world owes one of

that of Rosa Raisa. Raisa was born 
at Bialistok, Poland, May 23, 1893. 
Her name is Bernstein, and she comes
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magnetic and highly gifted musically. 
She has been a member of the Ravinia 
Opera as well as the Chicago Opera for

as a concert artist of the highest type.

singer and a baritone of unusually fine 
gifts was added to the list of the company 
in Mark I. Oster. He made a distin-

$
guished success as Amfortas in Wagner’s 
Parsifal and also gathered fresh laurels 
last summer at Ravinia with his interpre- 
tation of Wagner’s romantic figure, Tel- 
ramund, in Lohengrin. He has added his

musicians of Chicago.
This brings us to an institution unique

and worthy of all praise, the musical sea- 
son at Ravinia.

Some fifteen years ago, Ravinia was a 
remote inclosure about twenty-five miles



mobile and the Chicago and Northwest- 

the attractions of the park were confined 

from popular operas, produced in some- 

here, the Ben Greet Players in out-door 

Ruth St. Denis, Rosina Galli, and others.
About ten years ago, Louis Eckstein, 

who had always been one of the prime 
movers of Ravinia as an artistic oasis for 
Chicagoans, became more closely identi- 
tied with Ravinia, assumed the presi-

brought to this beautiful place genuine 

famous Eastern singers, prominent con-

Orchestra.
This combination has presented grand 

for the last ten years, which have drawn 

North Shore spot, and which compare 
favorably with the best given anywhere 
in the world. To enumerate the famous 
conductors, orchestras, and operatic stars, 

debuts or who have here had the oppor- 
tunity to create new rôles and add to their
the entire roster of both European and 
American operatic stars.

To Louis Eckstein, with whom the 
management of Ravinia is a labor of love, 
belongs the credit of establishing an 
operatic center, which has taken a rank­

world.
Before dosing this article we should 

make mention of two Chicago men who

have been responsible for bringing to 
Chicago much of the best in musical art. 
The first of these is F. Wight Neumann, 

of the best known in his profession 
throughout the country. Scores of the 

the world have appeared in Chicago 
through him and his place in the local

pioneer.
The other we have reference to is Max

Russian born, he started in Chicago with- 
out musical advantages and despite great

in his profession. He brought the great

ized his own opera company, and has 
been an international figure in music. He 

he established an institution of musical 
and operatic art, providing resident in- 
struction in opera and its component 
branches.

This institution is at Stony Point, N. 
Y., on the Hudson, and has been lavishly

ery is painted by Anisfeld, where instruc- 
tion in choral work is being given to 
those who have been elected for the opera

for his Ukrainian National Chorus which 
Rabinoff brought to this country a couple 
of years ago, and for other purposes in

for the study and production of grand

It is Rabinoff’s intention to put out 
before the United States, this product of
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the Stony Point establishment in grand 
opera, in a season not more than a year 

operas each in Italian, French, German, 
Russian and two operas composed by 
Americans.

We can still recall the work that sev- 
eral of the great Jewish musicians have 
done for the advance of music in Chi- 
cago: Walter Damrosch, who conducted 
his New York Symphony Orchestra at 
Ravinia during two seasons; Modest Alt- 
schulcr, who likewise brought to the same 
place his Russian Symphony Orchestra; 
and Arnold Volpe and Gustave Hinrichs.

had here A. G. Du Vivier, a French com- 
poser, whose symphonic pieces found a

cago, and who for a short time after the 
World’s Fair made this city his home.

Rosenblatt, who has been heard here in 

invited to join the Chicago Opera Com- 
pany during the regime of Campanini.

ual music is worthy of more than passing 
notice, and then we might mention

Giblichman, most of them being brought 
to Chicago by Joseph Hyman, who while

voted no little time and energy for the 
propagation of synagogual music as ex-

These are just a few but potent names 

musicians and artists, have not only hon- 

brilliance, renown and honor, upon the 
Jewish race, and have helped, by their 
individual efforts, to make Chicago a 
mecca for musicians the world over.



Painting and Sculpture

HE Chicago Jew is practically 
a newcomer in the realm of 
Art. His participation in this 
branch of human endeavor 

dates, broadly speaking, from the early 
part of the twentieth century. Before 
that the Jewish population of Chicago

create that atmosphere and circumstance 
which would permit the Jewish artists 

tion of works of art based on aesthetic 
grounds. In the earliest period of their 
national life the Jews occupied a com- 
manding position in the field of applied 
arts. The Bible describes in elaborate 
detail the artistic work used in the build- 
ing of the Temple, and in the erection of

the illustrated Bibles, in the glorious 
golden and silver vessels in the old syna- 
gogues, the architectural beauty of many

Doubtless, the ancient prejudice that

Judaism is antagonistic to the arts—a 
prejudice solidified by constant repetition 
—had much to do, here as elsewhere, 
with retarding Jewish progress in this 
field. The pious Jew, indeed, looks 
askance at painting and sculpture and 
quotes, “Thou shalt make no graven im- 
age,” inferring that thereby the Law pro- 
hibits all artistic activity.

It is clear, however, to every person 
who has studied the Talmud and the mass 
of literature left by great Jewish schol- 
ars, that the biblical injunction is aimed 

plied-art productions now treasured in 
the museums of Jerusalem, Paris. 
Vienna, and in private collections, there 
is ample evidence that the Jewish people 
of old not only possessed original artistic 

many of our folk, added to the unpromis- 

first and second generations, exerted its 
effect. Many a Chicago Jewish lad with 
a bent for art has, by force of environ- 
ment and outlook, been thrust into the 
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icine, or trade. And it is only within the 
last score of years that the Jewish youth 
has emerged from these suppressive in-

So far, in the short history of Jewish 

as in New York or the different centers of 

and sway. We have good painters, but 
no general taste for pictures; good writ- 
ers, yet no popular feeling for literature. 
The lone exception seems to be music, in 
which field artists have won an unmistak-

To confine our inquiry to the plastic 
arts: It cannot be gainsaid that Chicago

Jews have ignored the very few among 
them possessing the germ of creative ge- 
nius. As an example, there is Louis Rit- 
man. He has had many years of study 
in Paris at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, un- 
der Jean Paul Laurens and Corman, and
Paris and London. Yet when he came

Art Institute, during April, 1919, he was 
not only unheralded, but almost unno-

Louis Ritman’s productions reveal him 

ly a sensation, but a surpassing thrill of 
esthetic delight. His works are tender 

and charming in sentiment, well-felt and 
sensitive in execution. Their color har- 
monies have the appeal of an almost pas- 
sionatc beauty; an ultra-refinement of the

lovely tone.

makes his residence in Chicago, is an- 
other artist of strength. He was born in 
San Francisco and studied under Emil 
Carlson, later going to the Academy 

lion from Richard Miller and Henri 
Rover. Since his return to Chicago, fol-

himself to portraiture. A critic says of 
his work: “He will be remembered, for 
he has the capacity of transferring to can- 
vas the ephemeral beauty of woman."

Among the artists who have won recog- 
nition in Paris art circles is Harry B. 
Lachman, born in La Salle, Ill., June 29, 
1886, and reared in Chicago. At the age 
of ten he was left an orphan, and at twen- 
ty-five he succeeded in his aim of going 
to Paris, where, for five years he painted 
landscapes. The benign environment 
there nurtured his talent to fruition, and

Salon Nationale. The French govern- 
ment not so long ago bestowed upon him 
the medal of the Legion of Honor, and 
bought one of his paintings for the Lux- 
embourg. The Petit Palais has also pur- 
chased some of Lachman’s canvases, and

by French collectors.
M. Léonce Benedite, director of the 

young artist comes to us with a frank 
quality, vigor and sensitiveness that arc 
the marks of a real painter. One finds in 
his works the beautiful, fine and solid 
soberness that attaches him to the best tra- 
ditions of the French school of painting.”

A distinctively Jewish artist, Todros 
Geller, head of the art department of the 
Jewish People’s Institute, specializes in 
etchings and batik. His production has 



a specific Jewish trend, though he is a 
modern artist and docs a great deal of im- 
pressionisnc work.

been won by a group of younger artists, 

to industrial or graphic art, such as ad- 
designs, and the like. Their leisure time 

in which utility or profit plays no part. 
Thus, on Sundays or holidays, the more 
ambitious ones pack their paints and set 
vorite spots, there to interpret nature on 
canvas ; or they go to their studios to paint

Among these younger artists are Irma 
Kohn, Gerald A. Frank, William 
Schwartz, Beatrice S. Levy, George 
Weisenberg, Jacob Richard, and N. P. 
Steinberg. The last-named is responsi- 
blc for most of the illustrations in this 
volume.

tor, almost a lone figure in the Chicago 
desert of Jewish sculpture. This is Sam- 
uel Klasstorner, a young man whose 
work bears great promise. He received 
honorable mention in the American Ex- 
hibit at the Art Institute, held in Novem- 
her, 1923.

Chicago has developed a group of pro- 

fcssional and business men who pursue
Among them is Dr. Zan D. Klopper, a

and America. He has shown proficiency

frescoes for churches. He has also illus- 
trated many medical books. E. F. Selz, 
another art enthusiast, is a prominent

Business Men's Art Club, a local organi- 
zation to which belong also : Maurice H. 
Goldblatt, an instructor at the Chicago 
Musical College; J. Rosenthal, a sales- 
man; and Sam J. Marx, an architect.

There is a third group, and an impor- 
tant one, that should be mentioned here. 
This consists, not of artists, but of art pa-

lent art objects to the Art Institute, and

field of their interest. Mr. and Mrs. Ju- 
lius Rosenwald, Joseph N. Eisendrath, 
Harry A. Frank, and Mark B. Cahn are 
the donors of many prizes given in con- 
nection with Art Institute exhibits, and 
have contributed valuable objects to the 
Institute's collections. Mr. and Mrs. 
Max Epstein lent a group of paintings 
from their collection of old masters for 
exhibit during the summer of 1923. A

of the Art Institute. Among them are 
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four “Benefactors” (those who have con- 
tributed $25,000 or more) : Henry L.

and Julius Rosenwald.

record achieved thus far. It is indeed 

ter-million; but, when the circumstances 

represents struggle against severe handi- 
caps, material and spiritual; and is elo- 
quent of promise for the time to come.

As to the future, the feeling is growing 
among many that definite and organized 

more potent elevating force in the life of 
the Jewish community as a whole. A 
step in this direction, that could be taken 
readily, would be the formation of art 
committees in the many Jewish organiza- 
lions of the city. Such committees, act- 
ing through their large memberships, 
could be a vital influence toward bring-

beauty, into the average Jewish home. In 
powerfully to help the many to see beauty 

stand its influence for good, and to foster 
its development in daily life.



Stage and Platform

HICAGO Jewry’s contribution 
to the theatre is a more sizeable

sory survey of the field. This 

ville, motion pictures, and the lecture 
platform. Both in the artistic and the 
commercial branches of the profession
number of prominent Jews than is readily 
traceable. The reason for this is that 
local aspirants to the stage and its allied 
branches are drawn to New York, the 
great theatrical center of America, or to 
Los Angeles, the motion picture center, 
and as likely as not, soon lose their iden- 
city as Chicagoans.

There are, however, a number of well- 
known stage folk who are distinctly and 
unmistakably of Chicago. In drama, 

success; in vaudeville there is No 
Bayes and a number of other favorite 
Adolph Zukor, the motion picture pr 
ducer, is a product of this city ; while tl 
producing or managerial business of tl 
stage has brought forth from Chica! 
Ascher Levy, general manager of tl 
Orpheum Circuit; Samuel Kahl, boo 
ing manager of the Orpheum Circui 
Marcus Heiman, president of the O

Norman E. Field, general manager of 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer; Mort H. Sin- 
ger, prominent booking agent ; and Louis 
H. Eckstein and others connected with 
the organization department of music, 
who are noted in the article, “Music.”

In the rapid growth of the motion pic- 
ture industry, a large place in Chicago 
has been gained by three firms: Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer, pioneers in this field, 
of whom the first two are Jews; Ascher

When the Chicago Yiddish theater is 
mentioned the name of Ellis F. Glickman 
stands out prominently. His career vir-
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cal endeavor in Chicago, and whatever 
success has been attained locally by the 
Yiddish stage is owing largely to him.

Another name connected with the Chi- 
cago Yiddish theater is Munie Weisen- 
freund. He made his start here and now 
is a successful character actor in New 
York, Fannie Reinhardt, now living in 
Los Angeles, was long a singer and ac- 
tress here, and a number of others began 
their careers in this city, including the 
famous Thomashefsky.

One of the greatest as well as most re-

cent of successes wor. on the Yiddish stage 
by a Chicagoan is that of Maurice 
Schwartz This young mao ot thirty be 
gan as a newsboy on Chicago's West Side. 
After a sea! or two •n stixk »■■mpin.c.

1er. under whose direclon he developed 
into one of the most acclaimed Yiddish

ter. rhe famous New York oiganiaation. 
and the only one of its kind in the world.

In this capacity he won the highest of 
reputations, producing plays by An- 
dreyev, Sholom Asch, Hirschbein, Sho- 
lorn Alcichem, and also non-Jewish play- 
wrights such as Ibsen and Maeterlinck. 
Recently Schwartz went to London with 
his company, where he is winning fresh 
successes.

On the lecture platform, Emanuel M. 
Newman has achieved a sound reputation 
with his illustrated travel talks. A. A. 
Frccdlandcr, a Buflaloan who makes his 
home in Chicago, has specialized in illus- 
trated lectures on American Jewish his- 
tory and has appeared before many local 
organizations. He has long been a mem-



ber of the Chicago Daily News sta 
lecturers. As a lecturer on psycho; 
Dr. Edward N. Schoolman has of 
come to the fore, here and in other c

theater” movement has gained grcai 

attractive and wholesome mediun

young men and women.
One of the first amateur groups to be 

formed in Chicago was that of the Play- 
ers’ Club of the Jewish People’s Institute. 
This group is composed of young men 
and women. Performances are given 
regularly at the Jewish People's Institute, 
with two performances every year at a 
loop theatre. The Players’ Club has had 
much success, attracting and holding a 
large clientele from all parts of the city. 
The plays given by this group have been 
chiefly comedies, with an occasional 

the Players’ Club is Lester Alden,, who 

from its infancy. Prominent products of 
the Players* Club are Charles Freeman, 
Walter Lyons, Viola Plocinsky, Viola 
Harpman Grossman, Bensan L. Baskin, 
Esther Becker, Regina Plocinsky.

Another Institute organization is the 
Jewish Literary and Dramatic Club, or- 
ganized in 1909. Meetings and plays are 
held at the Institute, and ambitious pro-

These consist usually of plays by writers 
of the modern school, such as Pinsky, 
Hirschbein, and Andreyev. The produc- 
tions of this club are wholly amateur, the

to costumes themselves. The members 
are young men and women who are inter- 
ested in dramatics solely for its esthetic 
value. Their effort is to cultivate in the 
Yiddish theater-goer an appreciation for 
the really fine things the stage has to offer, 
and to raise the plane of Jewish theatrical 
endeavor.

The Jewish People's Institute also has

tor of which is Edith de Nancrede. This 
group is composed of children between

are largely attended by the children of

being made. Much latent dramatic abil- 
ity has been brought to the surface by this 
method.

The Sinai Players at the Sinai Social 
Center have an enviable position in ama- 
teur circles. This group is coached by 
Mrs. May Donnelly Kelso. Prominent

members of the group include Beatrice 
Burroughs, Olga Fogelson, Ruth Fried, 
Maurice Goldfarb, O. H. Harvey, and

alternate bills of short playlets and full

The Junior groups at Sinai are'divided 
into small classes under the direction of 
Muriel Abrams and T. Aaron. Simple 
children’s plays are given by the Juniors 
and they are largely attended.

Many Jewish amateurs are also con- 
nected with other groups not directly
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affiliated with Jewish institutions. Among 
these may be mentioned the clubs at Hull 
House. Many Jews have been members

tion that is said to be the oldest amateur 
group in the country. Other groups that 
included Jews on their rosters are the 
Merry-Go-Round and Marionette clubs. 
Plays by these groups are usually of the 
social problem type.

The Coach-House Players on the South

large percentage of Jews, including 
Ralph Schoolman, Margaret Greene- 
baum, John J. Abt, and George J. Hex- 
ter. It has produced plays chiefly de- 
rived from the European.

The various temples have also been 
prolific of amateur groups. Among these 
are Temple Mizpah’s group, coached by 
Julius G. Schiffman, and the Temple 
Judea Group.



Professions

Architecture and Engineering

N the world's oldest art—and 
ever-new , science — that of 

community of Chicago cannot

ish architects and then built under their 
they arc, have sprung from the mind and

It is true that throughout this and other 

pies, theaters, and commercial buildings, 

first conceived in the minds of local Jew-

One of the earnest and greatest of 
revered Dr. Liebman Adler. He was a 

the ’70s until his death, in 1900. The

Auditorium Tubaterand Building, Desioxbd by Daskmar A01.hr





PROFESSIONS

tures the country over, including some of 
the largest theaters, banks, hotels, apart- 
ments, and hospitals; and David Saul 
Klafter, architect of numerous private 
and institutional buildings in the city. 
Alexander L. Levy is also prominent in 
the profession and has to his credit the 
erection of numerous buildings, includ- 
ing, among various institutional struc­

tures, the Marks Nathan Orphan Home 
and the Anshe Sholom Congregation.

Among the small group of Jewish en- 

urable share of distinction may be men- 

a civil and structural engineer here since 
1906. Samuel Klein, consulting and 
structural engineer, is an associate of
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Education and Science

N THE ranks of educators and 
scientists, those who teach 
humankind directly and indi- 
rectly, arc to be found a num־ 

her of Chicago Jews of assured place.
Laboring ceaselessly for the advancement 
of knowledge and the betterment of life, 
the men of learning seldom come before 
the public eye. Yet their works are of 
the kind upon which civilization has 

seclusive, they pursue their objectives in 
classroom, library, and laboratory, and 
wield a greater influence over the gen- 
erations to come than the most potent

Preeminent not only among Jewish 
scientists but among those of all America 
is Albert A. Michelson, professor of 
Physics at the University of Chicago and 
known throughout the world for his 

researches on physics and particularly on 

to-day his is admittedly one of the
In 1892, the same year that Professor 

cago, came also Julius Oscar Stieglitz, 

is professor of that subject, chairman of

chemists of America.

in Chemistry at Columbia University, 
has been a resident of Chicago for the 
last twenty-five years, during which time 
he has practised industrial chemistry and

branch.

the original contributions he has brought

Strauss bascule and jack-knife bridges,
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to him. He is also the inventor of other

concrete freight car, the acroscope, the 
portable searchlight, the bascule-door

hangar, and others. He has long been a 
resident of Chicago.

Also an engineer of outstanding repute, 
Lewis E. Myers has specialized in public 
utility development. He heads the com- 
pany which bears his name and also 
numerous public utility corporations in 
this and other states. He has been a 
Chicagoan since 1896.

for Sears-Roebuck & Company, has won 
his greatest renown in a different domain 
—the science of chess. His record as a 
chess master and his books on the game 
are equally well-known throughout the 
country.

Since 1908 Chicago may claim as one 
of its own Berthold Laufer, an eminent 

curator of Anthropology at the Field 

exploring expeditions, and is the author

A Chicagoan by birth, Abraham L.

Orleans since 1887, where he is head of 
the department of chemistry at Tulane 
University, as well as professor of 
Medical Jurisprudence and Metallurgy.

Ernest Freund, eminent in the legal 

since 1902, since which year he has held

Law at the University of Chicago. He
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a frequent contributor to professional 
journals.

Harvard Board of Overseers; Judge

Institute of Criminology; D’Orsay Hecht 
(deceased), professor of Nervous and 
Mental Diseases at Northwestern Uni-

professor of Applied Botany at the 

University of Wisconsin; and many 
others could be cited as having taken a 
part in the world of education.

These are but a few of the prominent 
Jewish names in this important field.

the many listed under other categories in 

icine”־—who are or have been educators



T is natural that Law should 
furnish an attractive field to 
the members of the race that 
gave mankind the Ten Com- 

mandments; and it is fitting that they, in 
turn, should supply to the Law some of 
its brightest luminaries. That the legal 

diously inclined Jew is common knowl- 
edge. Indeed, it shares with Medicine 

themselves in the front rank. Of men, 
there arc many such, including practi- 
tioners, authors; and teachers. Since poli- 
tics and public affairs are almost the mo- 
nopoly of the man of Law, a large num- 
ber of the names mentioned hereinafter 
occur also in other divisions of this work, 
such as “Public Office,” the narrative 
portion, and that devoted to organiza- 
tions. No attempt has been made to

the local Jewish population, and each

increase. Of late years, too, the Jewish 
daughter has evinced a desire to compete 
with her brother at the bar, and soon we 
may expect to find her winning laurels

crly be' numbered among the Chicago 

individuals listed, or the comparative 

ments; the aim has been merely to pre- 
sent a number who might epitomize the 
Jewish contribution to the legal profes- 
sion, at its highest.

Among those no longer living, Julius 
Rosenthal and Adolf Moses may be cited 
for eminence in general practice; An- 
drew J. Hirschi, as a legal author; Philip
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Stein, for stellar talents both as pleader 
and as judge; Joseph W. Moses, for a 
distinguished career crowned with his 
election as head of the Chicago Bar Asso- 
dation; and Levy Mayer, for his com-

as a specialist in corporation law.
An enumeration of present-day leaders 

of the Chicago bar would disclose a large 
proportion of Jews. Among these the 
following would probably be agreed 
upon generally as having won place with 
the highest: tanka S: Rickard :



PROFESSIONS
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Medicine

HROUGHOUT the ages, the
Jew has been the physician par 

ward disease, that is, that symptoms are 
the outward manifestation of bodily 
changes. Indeed the record of an autopsy 
made to confirm a diagnosis occurs in so 
early a work as the Talmud. In medieval 
times, while exile and torture were the 
lot of the ordinary Jew, special privileges 
and even distinction were conferred on

and skill.

in modern times are legion. They have 

been the vanguard of scientific research 

discoveries. In the creation of medical 

been of essential importance; without 
them, it could hardly have been.

Heirs of such a past, it is not strange 
cago leaders in their field. Among them 

their respective branches, scientists who 

lengthening and strengthening of life, 

are permanent acquisitions to medical lit- 

Cook Covntv Hospital. Harrison and Honorb Streets



tions. A number have served* the invalu- 
able function of transmitting their learn- 
ing to others, as teachers in medical 
schools. Others have held honored posi- 
tions in medical societies. As a group, 

humankind, in the saving of life, the 

and the preservation of the highest tradi-

A complete list of the prominent Chi- 

would include specialists in every branch.

treatment in this article. Instead, an 

of those whose professional achievements
Some of the names following arc of

international, others are of those who, 
though of lesser renown, yet have to their 

ish names in local medical history is that 
of Michael Mannheimer, who came to 
Chicago in 1865 where he commenced 

heimer joined the Michael Reese Hos- 
pital staff in 1876 and was chief attending 
physician at that institution until his 
death in 1891. He was a leading figure 
in the medical world of Chicago and 
associated with other institutions besides 
the Michael Reese.

A contemporary of Mannheimer was 
Dr. Sigismund Daniel Jacobsen, a Dan-

ish Jew who came to Chicago in 1866 and

ophthalmology. He was a man of great 
initiative, and established his own eye 
clinic here, organized the Scandinavian 
Medical Society, and was a staff member 
of the Cook County, Michael Reese, and 

orary degree by Rush Medical College 
and was active in the communal life of 
his time.

A unique place among the physicians 
of his time belongs to Dr. A. P. Kadison, 
a Russian Jew who came to Chicago in 
1878 and practiced here until his death, 

was thirty-eight years old and had al- 

cian and traveler, in the large centers of 
Europe. He settled on the West Side, 
where he entered intimately into the life 
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as “the community doctor." He was 
actively devoted to the religious and 
educational affairs of the section and 
many remember his individual philan- 
thropies with gratitude.

Boerne Bettman, who came to Chicago 
in 1881, and practiced here for twenty- 
five years, until his death, was one of the 

was professor of the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, vice-president of the 
Post-Graduate Medical School, and gen-

Dr. H. Pirosh, who, like Kadison, 
could not be called one of the big physi- 
cians of his time, yet deserves note because 
of his popularity and his Jewish interests. 
He was also a West Side practitioner and 
a worker for Jewish institutions.

Dr. Theodore B. Sachs is one of the 
Jewish dead who holds a really high 

made in the treatment of tuberculosis and 
for the establishment in and near Chicago 
of institutions for consumptives. His un- 
timely death in 1916 was a great loss to 
the profession and the public for whom 
he had labored so selflessly.
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May Michael is the only woman we 

shall have occasion to mention in this 
sketch. An Englishwoman by birth, she

For many years she devoted a large share 
of her time to Jewish institutions, among 
them the Jewish Aid Society, the Chicago 
Home for Jewish Orphans, and the 
Home for Jewish Friendless. Her spe- 
cialty was pediatrics, in which she served 
the Cook County Hospital and other in­
stitutions as well as the Jewish ones noted.

timely loss to the community.
Another physician among the dead is 

Edward A. Fischkin, who was of high 

rank in his specialty, dermatology. He 
was professor of that subject at tbe Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, head of 
the department of dermatology at the 
Chicago College of Medicine and Sur- 
gery, and attendant at various hospitals, 
including the Michael Reese. Dr. Fisch- 
kin was also a social worker of wide 
repute, heading the Chicago Hebrew In- 
stitute in 1907-08. He died in 1923.

Among the physicians of to-day, the 
won in the medical profession by Chi- 
cago Jews of the present generation :





Ruth Medical College.

Ruth Medical College.

01 the Army in the World War.
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Surgery at Northwestern University Medical 
School.
tics at Rush Medical College.

the medical corps of the Army during the World

Medicine at Northwestern University Medical
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School‘.
Reese Hospital, tonner president of the Urological
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approximates and reflects the highest 
plane reached by local men of Medicine. 
No claim of exactness is made for it,

This is naturally so, since hardly two 

agree upon the same list—a fact peculiar 
not to medicine alone but to all callings

gestive summary, the names here rec- 
orded will serve to indicate the surpass- 
ing worth of Jewish accomplishment in 
this most vital branch of human endeavor. 
They stand as a roll of honor of which 
all Jews may properly be proud.
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The Pulpit

of a century ago, when Mayer 
Klein led the first High Holi- 
day services in Chicago, the 

Jewish community of Chicago has al- 
ways produced or attracted to itself, in 
large numbers, true men of religion, 
preachers and teachers of broad-gauged 
vision, inspired by the opportunity for 
service presented by this young and swift- 
ly growing city. The story of their striv- 
ings is a part of the communal history 
which has been narrated in the preceding 
section of this book. Yet this division, 
dealing with the leaders in various call- 
ings, cannot omit at least passing men-

nent a field as the pulpit.

sionally the functions of a rabbi in Chi- 
cago was the Reverend Ignatz Kunreu- 
ther who came to Chicago in 1847, two 
years after Mayer Klein had officiated at 
the first Rosh H/uhotiah observance in 
the city. He remained with Kehilath 
Anshe Ma’ariv for six years, when his 
extreme orthodox views compelled him

tions in the ritual. He was followed by 
the Reverend Isidor Lebrecht who soon 
resigned for similar reasons and was sue- 
ceeded by the Reverend G. M. Cohen.

ers of Jewish Chicago. The first really

thal who came to Chicago in 1858 and 
for half a century thereafter remained a 
force and guiding spirit in Judaism here. 
Sinai's first rabbi, he was a man of pro- 
found intellect and high scholarly attain- 
ments, and his writings on religious sub- 
jects received wide recognition.

A brilliant preacher of the early days 
was Dr. Solomon Friedlander, who came 
to K. A. M.'s pulpit in I860. This gifted 
and learned young man promised to at- 
tain an ascendancy of more than local

Dr. Liebman Adler, rabbi of K. A. M. 
from 1861 to 1882—excepting for a four- 
year period, 1872-76—was one of the 
foremost religious leaders the community 
has ever known. He was already in mid- 
die life when he came to Chicago, and his

combined with his culture and innate no- 
bility of character, afforded him a place 
in local Jewish life such as few others

Dr. I. Chronic, who succeeded Dr. Fei- 
senthal when the latter resigned from 
Sinai’s pulpit (becoming the first rabbi 
of Zion Congregation), came from Ger- 
many direct to Chicago in 1865. He 

any of his contemporaries possessed, and 
fully lived up to it. His sermons; how- 
ever, were of such philosophic depth that 
often his hearers confessed themselves un- 
able to grasp his meaning. When his 
five-year contract expired it was not re- 
newed, and thus Chicago lost a man of 
exceptional depth and substance. The 
effects of his stay remained in the 

some of which came to fruition years 
after he had gone. Dr. Chronic was also 
the father of the first Jewish publication 
in Chicago.

As attractive in the pulpit as Dr. 
Chronic was tiresome, was Dr. A. J. Mes- 
sing, who took charge of Congregation 
B’nai Sholom in 1870. He was Chicago

Dr. Aaron Norden, to the North Chicago 
Hebrew Congregation. He later served 
two terms in the Illinois legislature and 
was the author of the State Civil Service

The first rabbi of a Russian congrega­
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tion (or more properly, a Russ-Polish 
congregation) was Todras Ticktin, 
brought here from Europe late in the 
’60s. He assumed the pulpit of Beth 
Hamedrash Hagodol Ub’nai Jacob and

introduced a Hebrew school in connec-

Dr. Kaufmann Kohler, for eight years 
at Sinai as successor to Dr. Chronic, ex- 
erted a powerful influence on religious 
life here, as he has since done in a wider 
sphere. He introduced Sunday services, 
was one of the founders of the Chicago 
Rabbinical Association, and was promt- 
nent in many communal and civic activi- 
tics. He left Sinai in 1879 to go to Beth 
El Congregation of New York. He is
College and nationally known as a scholar 
and leader of reform Judaism.

Succeeding Dr. Kohler at Sinai came

has dominated the religious and, to a 
large extent, the communal life of Chi- 
cago Jewry. This was Emil G. Hirsch, 
whose achievements form the subject of 

work that they need scarcely be repeated 
here. As a rabbi he stood preeminent, 
and his death, January 7, 1923, left a 
place that threatens to remain unfilled.

Dr. Henry Gersoni, for several years 
from 1876 rabbi of B’nai Sholom, was a 
gifted scholar, who supplemented his rab- 
binical work with journalistic effort. He

founded Iwo of Chicago’s early Jewish 

otherwise sought to advance learning and 
community life here.

Other Chicago rabbis of this period, 
who, like Dr. Kohler, have since won 
greater renown in other cities, were Sam- 
uel Sale and Max Heller. Dr. Sale fol* 
lowed Liebman Adler as head of K. A. 
M. in 1883 and remained until 1887. He 
has long been identified with a St. Louis 
congregation. Dr. Heller became asso• 
ciate rabbi of Zion Temple in 1884 and 
stayed until Dr. Felsenthal was retired, 
two years later. Dr. Heller is now a New 
Orleans rabbi.

Herman Eliassof, early rabbi of Beth 
EL and local Jewish historian; Rabbi A. 
R. Levy, called to B’nai Abraham in 1888 
and later superintendent of the Society in 
Aid of Russian Refugees ; Isaac S. Moses, 
successor to Dr. Sale at K. A. M., who 
resigned in 1896 to found a “People’s 
Synagogue” which resulted in the forma- 
tion of Temple Israel; M. P. Jacobson, 
who followed Rabbi Moses at K. A. M.

in 1897 and remained until 1900 ; A. J. G. 
Lesser, of Congregation Beth Hamcdrash 
Hagodol, who organized the first Talmud 
Torahs on the West and South Sides; 
Abraham S. Braude, at the Ohave Sho- 
10m Mariampol congregation from 1891 
to his death in 1907; Julius Rappaport, 
whose thirty-year ministry at Beth El be- 
gan in 1891; Emanuel Schreiber, rabbi 
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at Temple Emanuel from 1899 to 1907; 
S. N. Deinard, for several years until 
1902 rabbi of the South Side Hebrew 
Congregation—are some of those con- 
nected with local houses of worship in

Among the rabbis of the more recent 
past were S. H. Album, of Mishna 
Ugmoro, deceased in 1921 ; Samuel S. 
Cohon, who was rabbi of B’nai Zion 
Temple at Ogden Avenue and Wash- 
ington Boulevard until the organiza- 
tion of Temple Mizpah in 1919, with 
which he remained until 1923, when he 
left to become a faculty member of He- 
brew Union College; and Rudolph I.

Coffee, with Temple Judea from 1917 
to 1920, when he accepted a call from a

Such are the outstanding figures of by- 
gone days. As to the present, there are a 
large number of rabbis of prominence, 
some of lengthy service in the city and

The oldest in point of service is Dr. 
Joseph Stolz, who succeeded Dr. Felsen- 
thaï at Zion Temple in 1887 and re- 
mained there until the formation of 
Isaiah Temple, in 1895. He then became 
rabbi of Isaiah, remaining through all

Dr. Abram Hirschberg came to the 
North Chicago Hebrew Congregation in 
1898. Now known as Temple Sholom, it 
has been his only rabbinical affiliation

throughout the intervening period to the 
present.

Another veteran is Dr. Tobias Schan- 
farber. He succeeded Rabbi M. P. Ja- 
cobson at K. A. M. in 1901 and has filled 
this pulpit ever since.

Rabbi M. Ungerleider has also a long 
record of service in the city both as a

rabbi and in charitable work, being at 
one time superintendent of the Michael 
Reese Hospital. He now occupies the 
pulpit of Moses Montefiore Congrega-

Dr. Felix A. Levy, of Temple Eman- 
uel, and Dr. Gerson B. Levi, of B’nai 
Shalom Temple Israel, both of whom be- 
gan their service in 1908, complete the 
list of older reform rabbis of the city.

Rabbi N. Budzinsky has been with 
B’nai Moshe Congregation since 1906, 
his incumbency being one of the oldest of 
the orthodox rabbis.

Rabbi Samuel Shach is also an ortho- 
dox rabbi whose service is of long stand- 
ing, he being with Kehilath Jacob Con- 
gregation since 1908. Rabbi Saul Silber, 
at Anshe Sholom since 1910; Rabbi Eph- 
raim Epstein, at Anshe Kneseth Israel 
since 1911; Ezriel Epstein, of the West 
Side Beth Hamedrash Hagodol; Eleazer 
Muskin, of the South Side Beth Hame- 
drash Hagodol; and Rabbi Abraham 

some of the older orthodox rabbis of the 
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Among the newer comers who should 

receive notice, are Joseph Hevesh, with 
Anshe Emeth Congregation from 1913 to 
1920 and since then rabbi of Temple 
B’nai David Ohavc Zcdek; Aaron Cohen, 
of Shaarc Zedek of Logan Square; Sam- 
uel Schwartz, of B’nai Abraham Zion 
(Washington Boulevard Temple) ; R. 
Daskal, with Rodfei Zedek since 1918;

Isaac A. Millner, rabbi of Beth Itzchok 
of Albany Park since its inception in 
1919; S. Felix Mendelsohn, with Beth 
Israel of Albany Park since 1919; H. Ru- 
benstein, with B’nai Reuben since 1919;

Park since 1919; Philip A. Langh, rabbi 
of Anshe Emeth since 1920; David Al­

mond, with the North Shore Sons of Is- 
racl since 1920; Rabbi Joseph Rabino- 
witz, of Kneseth Israel Nusach Sfard; 
and Rabbi Gusheld, of Beth El.

The very latest additions to the pulpit 
include Dr. G. George Fox, who in 1922 
assumed charge of the newly-organized 
South Shore Congregation; Dr. Joseph 
H. Margolies, of the South Side Hebrew 
Congregation; and, in 1923, Dr. Louis L. 
Mann, successor to Dr. Hirsch at Sinai,

H. ger, successor to Dr. 
and Rabbi I. L. Gor-



Public Office

HE Jewish record in public ser- 
vice in Illinois begins with the 
very first Jew to set foot in the 
state, John Hays, who served 

as sheriff of St. Clair County for twenty 
years, 1798 to 1818. This, of course, is 
not a part of Chicago Jewish political 
history, to which this chapter confines 
itself; but it foreshadows the prominent 
part—numbers considered—that was ever 
thereafter to be taken in governmental af- 
fairs by the Jews pf thegreat ll:in״is 1:1y. 

The first Chicagoan of Jewish faith to 
hold an important public post appears to 
have been Henry Greenebaum, that ver- 
satile individual who plays so large a rôle 
in local Jewish history. He was elected 

aiderman of the Sixth Ward in 1856, the 
first Jewish member of the city council. 
A higher office, and the greatest ever ac- 
corded a Jew up to that time, was con- 
ferred on General Edward S. Salomon, 
hero of the Civil War, when President 
Grant named him Governor of Washing- 
ton Territory, in 1867. Governor-elect 
Salomon, leaving the office of county 
clerk which he had filled for two years, 
in order to assume his higher post, was 
succeeded by Joseph Pollack.

To Abraham Kohn falls the honor of 
being the first Jew to hold the position of 
city clerk, which he assumed in 1860. 
Henry A. Kaufman was North Town su- 
pervisor in 1868; Emanuel C. Hambur­
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ger, early grand secretary of the B'nai 
B’rith, was elected clerk of the Supreme 
Court of Illinois in 1872; Henry Greene- 
baum was a member of the first State 
Board of Equalization, in 1867-68; Lewis 
Solomon seems to have been the first of

liest individuals to be honored with posts 
of public trust, let us now examine the 
record departmentally. The materials 
for this article, it should be stated, have 
been obtained through the kindness of 
Abraham Merinbaum, chief clerk in the 
office of the mayor of Chicago since 1900.

il Office

Iph J. Sabath, who 
Congress in 1907 and 
er since, now serving

The first was Julius
The late Martin

to 1905. He had a 

he legislature of his

Jewish blood to become a s 
(1870), Nathan M. Plotkc tl 
legislator (1881),and Julius( 
first United States congressn 
Philip Stein, elected to th 
Court of Cook County in 
according to available rccor 
Chicago Jew to win a place 01

commissioner (1889), Abel 
first and only county record 
Adolf Kraus the first corpor 
sei (1893) and also the first c 
commissioner (1897).



his ninth consecutive term. He is widely 
known for his many constructive meas- 

enactment. His record has been such as

Board. Both men, serving with notable 
effectiveness, resigned in the summer of 
1923 and were given their honorable re*

Of other national appointments, the

bankruptcy, 1905-11

mciit, 1918

Mini Service, Washington, D. C., 1918

On the Federal bench are two repre- 
natives of Chicago Jewry, Julian W. 
ack, appointed by President Taft in 

1911, and Samuel Alschuler, appointed 
by President Wilson in 1915. Their con- 
tributions to the law and justice of the 
land, in theory and in application, are as

ments was that of Albert D. Lasker, Kobert K. Levy is united states marshal, 
chosen by President Harding in 1921 to Of presidential electors, local Jewry 
head the United States Shipping Board, has furnished four: Emil G. Hirsch, 
At the same time. Elmer Schlesinger was 1896; Julius Liebling, 1908; Louis Levy,





Emanuel M. Abrahams, 1907-9
Charles Lederer, 1909
George W. Alsehuler, 1909-11
Emil N. Zolls, 1913
Isaac S. Rothschild, 1913-15
Jacob W. Epstein, 1914-16-18-20-22
Dr. George U. Lipschulch, 1915
Solomon P. Roderick, 1915-17-1921־
Sidney Lyon, 191721 ־19־
Samuel E. Weinshenker, 19191921־ 
Ben W. Alpiner, 1919-1921.

State officials, past and present, include 
the following:

Court of Illinois, 1872
Home for the Blind, 1903

Emil G. Hirsch, State Board of Charities,
Jacob C. Le Bosky, state fire marshal, 1913

sion, 1915

Committee, 1917
Levy Mayer, State Council of Defense, 1917

state labor, ’1919

1 Hospital, 1903־
On the State Board of Equalization the 

Jews of Chicago have had three of their 
number: Henry Greenebaum, 1867-68; 
Sol Simon, 18911900־; and Louis D. 
Hirsheimer, 1896-1920.

In the capacity of assistant state’s at- 
torney we find Milton W. Smith, Leon- 
ard J. Grossman, Samuel L. Antonow, 
Leonard I. Wissman, and a number 
of other Jews who have served in the

As State Central Committeeman, there 
have been the following:

William Loeffler, !90S
Abel Davis
Max Levitan, 1913-17
H. H. Kohn, 1915
Adolph Marks, 1913
Walter A. Rosenfield, 1918
Morris Eller, 1922.

Among the delegates to the state Con- 
stitutional Convention, 1920-21, were 
these Chicago Jews:
Abel Davis

County Office
In the Superior Court of Cook County׳.

Philip Stein, judge since 1892 until 1904, 

siding judge of the Appellate Court of 
the First District; Hugo Pam, judge
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an excellent record on the Municipal 
bench. Past members of the Circuit ju- 
diciary include Julian W. Mack, who 
after twelve years’ service there re- 
signed to assume his seat in the Federal

In the Probate Court of Cook County, 
Judge Henry Horner has presided con- 
tinuously since 1914 and has achieved 
wide renown for his work there. For 
eight years, Philip P. Bregstone was as- 
sisting judge, assuming his post in 1911 
and relinquishing it in 1919.

riod ; David M. Pfaelzer. county assessor, 
1913 (died in office) ; and a large number 
have held other office, of varying im-



Municipal Office Si Mayer..........Third Ward, 191344
Nathaniel A. Stern.Third Ward, 1915
U. S. Schwartz... .Third Ward, 1916—

Two Jews have held the position of 
city clerk, Abraham Kohn, I860, and 
William Loeffler, 1897-1903; two have 
been election commissioners, Bernard 
Horwich, 1914-20, and Harry A. Lipsky, 
1922; three have been city civil service 
commissioners: Adolf Kraus, 1897, who 
was president of the civil service board 
for a time, Julian W. Mack, 1903, and 
Joseph W. Errant, 1903-06.

As corporation counsel there are two 
representatives of the Jewish community, 
Adolf Kraus, 1893, and Samuel A. Ettel-
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son, who served from 1915 to 1923. Sam- 
uel E. Pincus is city prosecutor at pres- 
ent, and Leon Hornstein assistant corpo-

Max Wolf

ration counsel, as is also Jay Arthur 
Schiller.

Before the Municipal bench displaced 
the justice of the peace, five Chicago Jews 
served in that capacity : Henry A. Kauff- 
man, 1889; Moritz. Kauffman; Emanuel 
C. Hamburger, 1885; Adolph J. Sabath, 
1894; and Henry Roth, 1895. In the 

As masters in chancery, who act as aux- 
iliary judges and arbitrate many cases 
out of court, there are Fred Bernstein, 
Michael Feinberg, Max Korshak, Sidney 
S. Pollack, and Sigmund Zeisler.

In that autonomous municipal division 
known as the Sanitary District of Chi- 
cago, two Jews arc at present trustees, 
Morris Eller, 1920, and Michael Rosen- 
berg ,1923. Each is a prominent figure,

not only in the affairs of the Sanitary Dis-

Among a large number of other offi-
Isador Himes, 1906
Joseph Sabath. 1910 
Harry M. Faber. 1912 
Joseph W. Schulman, 1920— 
Emanuel Eller, 1922.



Charle Kozminrki, 1383 
Joseph Stolz, 1900-01 
Modle J. Spiegel, 1906 09 
Dr. Adolph Kohn, 1908-09
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HarryA-Li^g 191 MS 
David M. Pfaelzer, 1912-13 
Jacob M. Loeb, 1913-20 
Max Loeb. 1916-19 
Dorothy Ginsburg, 1922

Trustees of Public Library
Julius Rosenthal, 1872-75
B. larwenthal. 1S75-S2
Adolph -Moses. 1SS2-SS 
Bernard Moos, 1SS7-96 
Emil G. Hirsch (president), 1SSS-97 
Jacob Frank, 1S97-I903
Samuel Despres, 1903-06, 1912, 1915
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As will be seen from the foregoing lists, 

resented in almost every office of public 
trust, especially in the last quarter-ccn- 
tury. The number upon .whom high of- 

view of the small percentage the Jews 
constitute of the city and state population.

arbiter. But in both elective and ap- 
pointive positions, the Jews of Chicago 

have been paid a singularly fine tribute in 
the number and quality of those bestowed

Those who have been. honored, and 

have been honored, bv the summons to
well; nearly always with credit and often 
with distinction. In the main, they have 
brought to their tasks exceptional ability, 
force of character, and conscientious ap- 
plication to duty.



Industry, Commerce, and Finance

HE greatness of Chicago in the 
commercial world is due to 
two facts, her unrivaled geo- 
graphical position, and her 

very first the Jews of Chicago have recog- 
nized the first essential, and have always 
helped supply the second.

Chicago’s industrial life comprises the 
three elements of a well-balanced city,— 
production, distribution, and financing. 

its own teeming population of three mil­
lion for its multifarious products. Not 
only this, but it is the commercial capital 
for a population of thirty millions, all

This population is of the wealthiest of 

not only in comfort, but in luxury. It is 
of this immense territory that Chicago is 
the commercial capital.

That the Jews of Chicago have been a

Unlike many cities which have but one, 
or at the most two, Chicago has all three

respect it is far superior to New York, 
whose heavy manufacturing is done at a 
distance, or to Boston. Pittsburgh is 
practically with but one branch, manu- 
facturing. Chicago alone is pre-eminent 
in its own territory in all commercial 
pursuits.

As an unrivaled market, Chicago has 

vital factor in the material progress of 

the growth of industry and trade, the nur- 
turing of credit facilities which are the 
substructure of business—is too well 
recognized to require elaboration here. 
Far in excess of their numerical propor- 
tion, they have been a force in making 
Chicago the great metropolis of the West 
and in placing her feet on the path whose 
goal is world leadership.
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One of the fields in which the Jewish 

share has been of most pronounced im- 
portance is the manufacture and distribu- 
tion of apparel. The record begins as 
far back as the ’40s, when Benedict Shu- 
bart and Philip Newburgh set up as 
tailors on Lake Street, the former becom- 
ing one of the best-known in the city. 
Abraham Kohn was one of the first cloth- 
iers of the city, starting in the early ’40s. 
In this decade also, Rosenfield & Rosen- 

were as yet unheard of. Reaching back
Henry N. Hart, recently deceased, who 
began as a merchant tailor in 1857.

All through the years to the present, 

most part in this line. To-day many of 

by one or more Jews.

Schaffner & Marx hold a preeminent 
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place. It was founded by Max Hart, 
Harry Hart, Joseph Schaffner, and Mar- 
eus Marx, and was incorporated in 1911. 
Harry Hart is the president.

Hart, Schaffner & Marx bulks large

huge sales, but also because it has been 
one of the acknowledged leaders of the

to its employees. The councils instil 
by Hart, Schaffner & Marx in con;

copied all over the world, and are tc

employer-employee relations. The 
nomics essay prize, offered once a

contribution

Kuppenheimer & Company, founded 

is another manufacturing firm of out-

Alfred Decker & Cohn, of which Al- 

ly known, as are M. Born & Company; 
Kuh, Nathan & Fischer; Scotch Woolen
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Company; Chicago Tailoring Company; 
Lukone Company; and Edward Strauss.

In the manufacturing of ladies’ cloaks 
and suits, there are B. Kirschbaum & 
Company; Schenker & Michel; Arbet- 
man Brothers and Blair; Weinstock, 
Glick & Company; and Handmacher & 
Michel. ■

In dress manufacturing. Arthur Weiss 
& Company and N. Riback Company 
are prominent, and in silks Morris Woolf 
& Company is well, known.

The earliest individual of note in this line 
is Isaac Greensfcldcr, who about 1860 
started a shoe factory that grew to im- 
portance. He retired in 1900. The Selz־ 
Schwab Shoe Company is one of the old- 
est and largest of the firms of to-day. It 
was founded by Morris Selz in the '60s, 
and Charles H. Schwab became a mem- 
ber in 1878. The Florsheim Shoe Com- 
pany, also a leader, is headed by Irving 
S. Florsheim, whose father and uncles 
were organizers of this great house.

Other manufacturing houses of im- 
portance are Goshen Shirt Manufactur­Chicago have also had a prominent part.
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ing Company; Ogus, Rabinowich & 
Ogus, milliners; The Kabo Corset Com- 
pany, founded by Simon Flörsheim; and 
A. Stein & Company, makers of “Paris 
Garters,” of which Albert Stein became 
the head in 1887.

Jewish skill has shown forth brilliantly 
in the retail distribution of goods. Much 
of the science of department store man- 
agement has been worked out by Jewish 
leaders, as have also the many problems 
of the chain store. In mail-order house 
management, practically all of the prob- 
lems of this vast economic field have been 
worked out by Jews.

The retail branch includes a number
anizations.of

Brothers, one of the greatest depar 
stores in the country, dates back tc 
when it was founded by Simon and 
Mandel. Edwin F. Mandel, pre 
since 1912, is a son of Emanuel, 
brother who was taken into the 
few years after its founding. The 
Store, the Fair, the one-time 
Cooper & Company, the' Leiter 

and the Hub, all have or have had Jews 
as heads or important officers. Other 
State Street stores include Maurice L. 
Rothschild, one of the largest men's cloth- 
ing shops in the world; Rosenthal and 
Bezark, millinery stores; D. S. Komiss

Yondorff, Klee Brothers, and L. Klein 
are outlying stores of prominence. Albert 
Hoefeld conducts six men’s furnishing 
stores in the city ; O'Connor & Goldberg, 
operating eight shoe stores, Feltman & 
Curme, with thirteen, Maling Brothers, 
with eight, and the Grossman Shoe Com- 
pany, with a like number, are among the 
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larger retail footwear firms directed

The great mail order business has also 

some of its biggest figures. Julius Rosen- 

vice-president, of Sears, Roebuck & Com- 

cern. I’hillipsborn's is another of the 

science of retailing has been made by a

The mail-order business with its total

its future practically unlimited, owes its 
birth and much of its present-day prac- 
tice to this firm of Jewish merchants.

branches in other cities, and N. Shure & 
Company, are wholesale merchandise
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Sulzberger, Swartzchild & Company, 
now Wilson & Company.

Henry Horner & Company, founded‘ in

Wedelcs & Company, headed by Samuel 
community; and Grossfeld & Roc. Other 

edibles and allied products arc Meyer

Baking Company; Morris Dick, of the 
Western Dairy Company; Lawrence Ice 
Cream Company, of which Louis Olin is 
president; Kosher Star Sausage Manu- 
facturing Company; Vienna Sausage 
Manufacturing Company; Sinai Kosher

pany, large dealers in sausage and cheese; 
Shafron & Company, and Isadorc Cohen 
& Company, commission merchants; 
Charles Schaffner, head of the Manhat- 
tan Brewing Company; and the Grawoig 
Ice Company.

branches, not yet dealt with, a number of 
find Lewy Brothers, prominent State 
Street house; Holsman & Company 
and Emil Braude & Sons, whole-
salcrs; Benjamin Engelhard, diamonds

The Eagle-Wabash Company, of which 
Louis Brosilow is president and treas- 
urer, is one of the largest manufac- 
turers of lamps and lampshades in the 
United States. The Hartmann Trunk 
Company was organized by Joseph S. 
Hartmann in 1892 and he ha* built up a 
wide reputation ■n us field In lumber.

hn k Son, Joseph Brothen Lumber 
:rmpany, and the Northwest Side Lum- 
.Company. Solomon I. Sulzberger ־:
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head of the Enterprise Paint Company, 
and James Davis, wall-paper and paints, 
are prominent in their lines.

Furniture is a line in which numerous 
successful Jewish firms arc to be found. 
One of the earliest in this field was Hart 
Brothers, founded by Abraham Hart in 
the ’50s. To-day, S. Karpen & Brothers,

manufacturer of upholstered furniture in

Company, an important concern, has
Schnadig as vice-president. Strauss & 
Schram has at its head David Strauss. 
The Nachman Springfilled Company are 

large makers of springs. And in the 
retail business there are the Hartman 
Furniture Company, under the direction׳ 
of Max Strauss; the Spiegel Furniture 
Company, with Modic J. Spiegel as its 
president; and the General Furniture 
Company, of which J. B. Greenwald is 
head. All these three conduct chains of 
stores that do an enormous business

As a manufacturer of hotel and restau- 
rant equipment, Albert Pick & Company, 
founded in 1857, is without peer through- 
out the United States.. In office furniture 
and supplies Sidney Morris & Company, 
operated by the Pancoe brothers, has
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come to prominence in recent years. The 

which Adolph Copeland is president, 
manufactures store equipment.

In metals there are a number of im- 
portant names. Philip D. Block has been

Steel Company since 1903, and an organ- 
izer of other enterprises. Nathan T. 
Brenner in 1889 founded and became 
president of the American Insulated 
Wire and Cable Company. Benjamin 
Colitz is head of the Central Iron and 

its kind in the West. The Great Western 
Refining Company, Lansky & Company, 

Connected with other waste and with 
mill products are B. Cohen & Sons, one 
of the biggest handlers of cotton clip- 
pings; S. H. Fuerstenberg & Sons, cotton 
converters; Gumbinsky Brothers, a large 
firm owning woolen and paper mills in 
several cities; Herman H. Newberger, 
knitting mills; Morris M. Rothschild, 
head of the Midwest Paper Company and 
the Midwest Knitting Mills; and David 
Kolb, woolen clippings. Mendelson 
Brothers Paper Stock Company is the 
only print paper mill in Chicago.

Max Epstein, now
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Two organizations of outstanding im- 

overlooked. The Brunswick-Balke-Col- 

uals whose names the company bears, is 

bowling equipment in the world. Its 

sumed the presidency upon the death of 
his father in 1904. Under his leadership 
the firm has branched out to many varied

of the leading producers of phonographs

is Harris Brothers, dealers in building 
materials, formerly the Chicago House 
Wrecking Company. Harris Brothers 
have made a large success in the selling 

sumer, instead of through the tortuous 
methods formerly in vogue

A large and successful firm is the 
David Eireprool Stooge Warehouses, 
headed by Theodore W David and oper

In the printing business, there arc sev
vus, 1 heedorc Regenstemer. of rhe 
Regeostemer Colortype Company 
Joseph Deutsch, president of Edwards & 
Deutsch Lithographing Company; Max 
Stern & Sons; and A. D. Weinthrop & 
Company. The Book Shop Bindery is of 
the large firms in its field.

Among the executives of large con­

cerns should be mentioned A. D. Lasker, 
head of Lord & Thomas, advertising 
agency; Abel Davis, vice-president of 
the Chicago Title and Trust Company; 
Joseph Byfield, president of the Hotel 
Sherman Company; John Hertz, presi- 
dent of the Yellow Cab Company; Oscar 
Meyer, president of the Meyer, Both 
Company, commercial art and advertis-

James Levy, head of the motor sales com- 
pany which bears his name.

The insurance business has attracted a

be mentioned Adolph Loeb, founder and 
head of Adolph Loeb & Sons until his 
death in 1906; S. J. Rosenblatt, Chicago

Company; Julius H. Meyer, agent for 
the New England Mutual Life Insurance 
Company; Eliel & Loeb Company; S. 
B. Komaiko, James I. Loeb, and Max 
Conheim.

The first Jewish real estate dealer in 
Illinois was Henry Meyer, he of the
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Schaumberg project of the ’40s. Since of the Mississippi water-shed, and whose 
then the sale and improvement of land organizing talents brought its resources 
has always furnished an attractive field 
for Jewish effort. Among the most

to their present stage of unfoldment.- It 
was largely as a result of their efforts, too,

prominent realtors of the city are Henry that the Middle West was spared the dis­
astrons local panics that at times would

an organizer of the Chicago Real Estate envelop large sections of the East, and 
Board and the Stock Exchange, and which always retarded development for 
among the largest local operators ; Mark many years, after.
Levy, head of the firm of Mark Levy &1.CVV, ncau oi me ■inn m .״am uwy & Banking, investments and the general 
Brother and a figure in many large trans- field of finance have proved one of the

nches of Jewish cn-
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baums, founders of the city’s oldest bank; 
the Foremans, also among the first; Laz- 
arus Silverman, banker from the '60s and 
an authority on finance for half a century, 
whose service to the United States gov- 
ernment in connection with the Sherman 
Measure (the resumption of specie pay- 
ment following the Civil War) has been 
characterized as the greatest national 
service eve׳ rendered by a Jew; Charles 
Kuammski. Morris Rosenbaum, who 
entered the gram commission business io 
IH7< and Ie״ f״> who came toChoag״ 
■n 1887 and was vice-president of the 
International Bank until ■is absorption

Well known investment houses of the 
present include S W Straus & Company.

with offices in a number of cities; A. G. 
Becker & Company, stocks and bonds; 
Faroll Brothers, grain commission; the 
Motors Securities Corporation, of which 
A, H. Rosenberg, Hyman N. Kohn, and 
William Citron are the heads; and the 
Merchants’ and Manufacturers’ Securi- 
ties Corporation, of which Herman R. 
Schiff is the founder and president, and 
Arthur Green vice-president. James H. 
Rosenthal may be mentioned as one of



panics there are a great' many Jews in

Bank and Trust Company, founded in 
1855, and the Foreman bank, founded in 
1862 and recently reorganized into the 

highest in banking circles and their repu-
In the outlying banks that have grown

ber of Jews hold large interests or occupy 
executive posts. Of the Schiff & Com- 
pany State Bank, Benjamin J. Schiff is

the Foreman National Bank, are the two
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Liberty Trust and Savings Bank has 
Walter M. Heymann for its president 
and Jacob. Landon as cashier. Of the 
Independence State Bank, Louis Bomash 
is president, and Herman R. Schiff, Isaac 
Schiff, and Victor C. Hasterlik, vice- 
presidents. The president of the Madi- 
son-Kedzie State Bank is H. H. Baum. 
In the Public State Bank arc to be found 
B. Horwich, president; Arthur N. Hor- 
wich, vice-president; and B. Jadwin, 
vice-president and cashier. B. Horwich 
is also president of the Superior State

State Bank, and Louis Kauffman of the

Kauffman State Bank. M. S. Rosenwald 
is vice-president of the Drexel State 
Bank, and Frank J. Kohn of the People’s 
Stock Yards State Bank, while a great 
number of lesser officers in these and 
other institutions are also Jews.

Such is the summary of the Jewish par- 
ticipation in the industry, commerce, and 
finance of Chicago, as well as such may 
be given in so limited a space. Brief as

various branches of effort, and many as

to show the vital share the Jewish popula-
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tion has had and is having in the develop-

they form a small part of the city, in its 
industrial life they arc of essential 
importance.

secure. The natural advantages that 
made the *,Indian town at the mouth of 
the Chicago or Garlick Creek" the

ferences between the Alleghanies and the

natural advantages are the many im-
sivc, forward-looking population, and 

railroads, combined with unusual water-

city low transportation rates, and its re- 
suitant benefits. The development of air 
transportation finds Chicago the logical 

beginning to criss-cross the country, 
come in the near future, it is hard to 

mover, a leading beneficiary, and the logi- 

And in the growth and process incident 

be relied upon for their share of thought 
and deed.



The Labor Movement

INE of the most essential phases

1.1 ■ >s the development of the labor
ILaSSil movement. Without it the 
Jewish working men and women of the

masses, would to-day be living a much 

a cultural sense—for it is a most obvious 
vancement of the people depends largely

which the Jewish working classes have 
taken a signal share, is therefore well 
worth a prominent place in a history of 
the Jews of Chicago. The efforts of the 

higher living standard, self-respecting 
conditions of labor, and a larger measure 
of leisure, present a long story of struggle, 
sometimes bitter, at all times intense. To 
tell the whole of this story would require 
space far beyond the capacity of this de- 
partment. Instead, it has been thought 
preferable to narrate the developments, 
in as much detail as may be, in three 
different industries,. clothing, tobacco, 
and carpentry. These, varying widely in

that the Jews of the city have played a 
prominent part in each. To what extent 
Jewish participation has gone in each and 
what its results were, the articles follow- 
ing will disclose. 

The Cloakmakers' Union
To the cloakmakers of Chicago belongs 

the credit for the Child Labor Law of 
Illinois and the laws pertaining to the 
employment of women in factories. Their 
efforts culminated in the abolition of

ploymcnt to children above the age of 
fourteen years, the eight-hour labor laws 
for women, and in the general improve- 

of the clothing industry. Indirectly, all 
of the benefits gained by the struggles of 
this craft have been felt by all of the 
other crafts. From a condition of abject 
helplessness and hopelessness, the workers 
in the clothing industry have gradually 
formed into a powerful unit which has 

the craft.

order to write the story of the Chicago 
Cloakmakers’ union. The changes in 
the industry have been reflected in the 
development of the Union. The present 
aspect of the union is far different from 
the earliest conditions. In the early days 
of the cloakmakers’ craft the industrial 
situation then prevalent was most in- 
timately associated with its conditions.

Changing conditions have driven women 
out of those branches of the industry 
wherein the leading positions were for- 
merly held by them.

When the Russian Jews began their 
migration to this country in the ’80s, they 
found on coming to Chicago, large estab- 
lishments in the women’s wear industry, 
practically completely in the hands of 
German and Hungarian Jews who had 
started their migration to America as 
early as the ’40s, driven here by the 
political events that then were shaking 
Europe.

The factories of the ’80s were much
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and in many instances more than three these unfortunates and whatever was 
hundred, would work together in the given smacked of philanthropy. In 1883, 
same shop. Most of these workers were however, owing to a great demand for

hour day was the rule, with wages be- gan to employ them inside their own cs- 
tween the minimum of $5.50 per week tablishmcnts. During the following year
and a maximum of $8.00. Headship in numerous small shops appeared in the
the industry was shared by Fred Siegel homes of these immigrants and there was 
(whose brother subsequently was the done contract work by members of the 
founder of Siegel Cooper & Co.), Julius family, relatives, and acquaintances from 
Stein, and Joseph Byfield (who later be- the old country. There in the dingy 
came the proprietor of the Sherman rooms of the Ghetto, from ten to fifteen

ceived into the factories. The girls were
simply refused to work with them under of their doors to the immigrants. In the

T'his sweating system gradually spread 
to the larger factories with the opening

were born experts and soon became mas- women’s tailors of experience acquired in 
ters of the situation, simply forcing them- their old homes, but their apprentices 
selves into employment, the reason being were a motley lot of clerks, students, 
that changes in style required expert me- small tradespeople, and even mechanics 
chanics and not merely fairly skilled who had to relinquish their own vocation 
girls. Although this result followed owing to their ignorance of the English

ship for the new immigrants. The new- ccpt work of this nature among their own 
land was not hospitable to them. The people at a pitifully small wage.
Parisian “Alliance Israelite" had des- When in 1886 the Knights of Labor be-
patched these immigrants by way of Brod gan a great agitation for an eight-hour 
with the expectation that the German day, the workers of this community had 
Jews would aid their coreligionists. As no notion of the movement whatsoever.
this became apparent to the “Yahudim,”

worst. However, in some manner or
comers. Nelson Morris gave employ- other, the news spread that there was to

be held at Turner Hall on Saturday,
stockyards. Others also came to their April 17. a meeting of the cloakmakers.

was an opportunity to ply their trade and 
not be the objects of compassion. For.

Street, near Halsted.
No one had any inkling of the business

was done naturally with a note of pity for the meeting were. . But this did not deter 

sense of pity moved the cloak manufac- stituted a collection among themselves of 

to the homes of these “immigrant green- gether three or four dollars in this fashion 
horns." And this was the beginning of with which the gentile proprietor of the
the sweat-shop system.
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This motley crowd filled the hall seat- 

cd on old dilapidated chairs. They knew 
naught of orderly procedure or of the 
one buttonhole-maker, a certain Wolf, 
arose and began an harangue on the im-

rate of sixty cents a hundred buttonholes. 
The cost of silk and all of the other ir- 
ritating elements were also touched upon 
by him.

Then up rose Grossman, a contractor,

The meeting continued until one the 
next morning. All gave vent to their

The contractors, though afraid to voice 
their views, blamed the whole situation 
on the operators, whom they cursed 
roundly. No vote was taken as to a strike, 
but the crowd left the hall with the tacit
were not to go to their work.

man began the rounds of the cloak shops,

exploiters, because of their exorbitant 
money demands. Abe Grossman, an op- 
erator, answered by declaring that the 
whole business was a miserable one, and 
ended by shouting that one remedy was

to go to work. A voice from the audience 
interrupted with the question : “What if 
we do go to work?” Abe reflected but 
little. Shouting his answer, he said. “We 
will break your heads then!" 

calling the strike. He was a husky fel- 
low and the workers feared the force of 
his fists. They dropped their work so 
that on Monday morning more than four 
hundred cloakmakers were on strike for

No definite demands were made, for 
no one thought of any specific thing to be 

situation had to be altered, and that was 
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upon becoming acquainted with this sit- 

proceeded to organize a union to include 
all of the cloakmakers. One of the great- 
est leaders in this movement was Abra-

and achieved a splendid reputation for 

committee returned with the report that

This naturally created great dissatisfac-
that a blacksmith was wholly incapable 
of understanding the problem of the 
cloakmaker.

Nothing was done further, the strike 
continuing. Finally on Tuesday, the 
fourth of May, all of the four hundred

of the anarchists hanged later in the Hay-

this purpose. No one quite fully under- 
stood his words but all felt very definitely 
that he was voicing the demands and 
rights of Labor.

It was decided to appoint a committee 
to be sent to the employers for a peace 
parley. Three Irishmen, members of the 
Knights of Labor, one a blacksmith, an- 
other a bricklayer, and a third a cloak- 
maker, went to Joseph Byfield to discuss 
the issues of the strike settlement. By- 
field replied that their proposals were un- 

strikers assembled and began a march to 

ing to have the girls in the loop factories

however, on the line of march. Police- 
men leaped in among them and dispersed 
them all with their clubs.

Immediately thereafter, the workers 
assembled in a hall to discuss the actions

Fihrer, an operator, possessed of the rep- 
utation of being an “intellectual,” rushed 
in breathlessly and told the gathering 
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that he had read in a German paper that 
an anarchist had exploded a bomb. This 
was the event known to history as the 
Haymarket Riot. This, of course, gave 
the crowd the reason for their dispersal. 
The police had thought that they, too, 
were anarchists. It was especially char- 

of the fact that August Spiess, who had 
recently addressed them, was an anarchist 
and one of the principal figures in the 
Haymarket tragedy

Il was here recognized that the inter-

class were of a radically different nature. 
This spelled the beginning of a class-, on 
semus labor movement among the 
striker*

The strike dragged on for sis long 
weeks and was finally lost. The Ims of 
the strike was ■n large measure due to 
rhe terror created by the police author!■ 
ties whose aid was invaluable to the em• 
ployers in the clubbing of strike pickets 
The loss of the strike resulted ■n the com

silence reigned among the cloakmakers 
of Chicago

Not until 1888 did a few workers of 
the industry meet to organize a new 
union, which bore the name of Chicago 
Cloakmakcrs’ Union. They were, how- 
ever, more practical this time and char- 
tcred their organization under .the laws 
of the state, chose official representatives 
and officers, and arranged for the pay- 
ment of monthly dues, thus assuming the 
full bearing of a real labor organization. 
Among the rank and file of the move- 
ment was Peter Sissman, an operator who 
later became a prominent labor attorney. 
In June of the same year, a new strike 
was called but this also failed as com- 
pletely as the first.

Again the union organization began to 
totter, and continued to remain in an un- 
certain state for several years. Its ebb 

situation in the industry. Whenever the

station also rase to a firm basis. But when 
the union activities were practically at a

In the meantime, a great percentage of

ful in competition with the girls there, 
and, in time, an agitation for a limited 
working day began. The competition be- 
tween the Jewish workers and the girls

Jewish workers were satisfied with lower 
wages but the situation that arose was due 
to the beginning of changes in fashion. 
The garments were made requiring a bet- 
ter fit, with numerous seams, and many 
intricacies in the sleeves and waist. This 

deal of skill was essential for the work. 
This the girls lacked and the Jewish 
workers possessed. Gradually then came 
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and the entry of the Jewish workers into 
the larger establishments.

Work increased and new eloakmakers 
joined these great shops. Thanks to the 
existence of a union and the frequent

of the workers gradually increased and a 

the wages of their trade. But a strong 
of the workers that prompted them to de­

conviction that gradually resulted in the
Between 1892 and 1893, the Chicago 

comparatively speaking, the membership 

jamin Schlesinger, one of the members, 

president of the International Ladies 

has a membership of over 200,000.

enal growth, and in low, dingy rooms or 

of the contractors, hundreds of workers 

tually compelled to act, the union began

In 1894, the cloakmakers crossed the 

Jane Addams and a few others began to 

porters of the leading English newspa- 
pers visited some of these shops and 
painted a dreadful picture of their ex- 
perience, which produced a strong sen- 

ing was held subsequently at Turner Hall 
to protest against the dreadful situation. 
Strong speeches were made at this meet- 
ing by Miss Addams, Florence Kelley, 
Henry D. Lloyd, Sol Knopnagle, and 

a special committee of the state legisla- 
dustry. In the Central Music Hall, 

of Marshall Field’s department store, an-

same protests against the sweating system 

spoke and other individuals of note added 
at last, the fight was won.

ding a workshop and a residence in com- 

children under fourteen and of women 

ernor John Altgeld appointed Florence 
Kelley as chief factory inspector and 
Abraham Bisno as a deputy inspector, al- 
though both were Socialists. Thus the 
cloakmakers saw the good fruits of their 
labor. The cloakmakers, however, with 
all their success, had an up-and-down

In the working seasons all were organ- 
ized, strikes were announced, something 
was won. Then the organization was dis- 
rupted again, much was lost, and the cir- 
cle was recommenced. The union had

ment with the manufacturers, but even 
that did not bring anything substantially 
permanent. Still, the Chicago cloak- 
makers were more fortunate than their 
New York brethren and generally earned 
better wages although they suffered 
from the competition from New York, 
being forced to produce less on account 
of their higher wages. Clothes made by
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the lower-paid New Yorkers were 
brought here ready made and naturally 
caused an aggravation of the industrial

dured until 1910 when the great general 
strike took place in New York. The 
"protocol” was signed there, working

the competition between the two cities

The Men’s Clothing Workers and 
Later Progress of the Gar- 

ment Industry
What has been said regarding the early 

days of the women’s clothing workers 
holds true, broadly speaking, for the em- 
ployees in the men's clothing lines. In 
1891 the United Garment Workers of 
America was formed, an offshoot of the 
Knights of Labor, and obtained a charter 
from the American Federation of Labor. 
Due largely to the organization of inside 

decrease in home workers that came 
about in the next few years, the United 
Garment Workers found itself the most 

izations. It consisted of the makers of 
overalls, shirts, and the various articles

Throughout the years that followed, 
however, there was great dissension in the

of the industry. Lack of common under- 
standing among laborers and leaders, 

parative infancy of organized labor, all 

and to defeat concerted action for better 
conditions in the industry.

The last years of the old. century and 
the first years of the new brought about 
a realization that industrial rather than 
craft unionism was the key to effective 
organization. Though strikes were lost

nevertheless these years were breeding a

real understanding of the situation that

The great Chicago strike ot 1910 was 
the crisis of the struggle that had been 
preparing in the local market all this

Chicago Daily Socialist, called it a 
“simultaneous upheaval of over forty-one 
thousand garment workers, brought on 
by sixteen girls, against petty persecution, 
low wages, abuse, and long hours; an 
upheaval unorganized at the start, which 
later took on the form of a fight for recog־ 
nition of the union.”

From this we may see how late union 
workers and employers were in raising as 

tive bargaining” which has since been 
accepted by the United States govern- 
ment and business in general as a primary

mands,” says *Dvorak, further. “The de- 
mands were that conditions be changed ; 
nobody knew exactly what they wanted ; 
they wanted something better, of course, 
or different.”

The complaints that the workers had 
long held and that, accumulating season 
after season, at last burst forth in the 
furious conflict of 1910, were due to three 
causes: First, the essential difficulties of 
the industry itself, inherent in a highly 
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kind of work; second, severities and 

rigid regulations, the tyrannies of fore- 
archs, and the often inhuman conditions 
the clothing houses; third, a' mutual lack 

employer and employees due to the ab-

sence of an agency to furnish contact be- 
tween the two, to judge complaints, and 
to correct evils. As may be seen, these 
three causes were in reality one.

Joseph Schaffner, of Hart Schaffner 
& Marx, illustrated this powerfully when 
he told the Industrial Relations Com- 

prominence aided the strikers. Jane

Ellen Gates Starr were among the women 
most active in their behalf. Louis A. 
Lipsky, of the Jewish Courier, helped 
carry on relief through orders on gro- 
ceries and meat markets, and the Jewish 
Workingmen’s Conference contributed 
about $35,000 to the relief fund.

On the side of the employers Jews were 
also prominent, among them President 
Rose of the National Wholesale Tailors’ 
Association; and Martin J. Isaacs, local 
attorney, identified as head of the “Black- 
list” office in the Medinah Temple labor 

ordered closed by an investigating com- 
mittee of the Illinois Senate as being “in 
violation of the statutes of Illinois and

derogatory to the rights and interests of 
the workers.”

After repeated negotiations, on Jan- 
uary 14, 1911, the strikers reached an 
agreement with Hart, Schaffner & Marx 
(which differed from the other large 
manufacturers in that it was not a mem- 
ber of the Chicago Wholesale Clothiers’ 
Association) and its employees returned 
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to work. The terms of settlement, seem- 
ingly insignificant, provided for the ac- 
ccptance back to work of all strikers, no 
discrimination against workers because 
of membership in the United Garment 
Workers of America, and the formation 
of an arbitration committee of three to 
adjust all other grievances, the ruling of 
this committee to be binding.

Thus, after the lengthy and bitter 
strike, which had begun September 22 of 
the preceding year,The workers of Hart, 
Schaffner & Marx returned to their posi- 
tions, little dreaming of the tremendous 
changes this simple agreement was to 
make in their own lives and those of their 
fellows in other shops.

On February 3, the leaders of the other 
strikers called off the fight suddenly, 
without a referendum or consultation

with the Joint Conference Board, which 
had been in charge of the strike and rep- 
resented the organizations and groups 
that had been assisting the workers. Sul- 
len, demoralized, the strikers gave in and 
went back to their benches without even 
the advantage that had been won by the 
Hart, Schaffner & Marx employees.

The end of the strike and what its 
fruits were to be, are aptly described in 
the following passage, from The

published in 1922 by the Chicago Joint 
Board of the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers of America :

The now keenly realized need for an 
agency that should furnish contact be* 
tween the company and its employees

settlement of complaints and disputes,
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led to the establishment of what is now 
an elaborate system, consisting of three 
departments: shop committees or dep- 
uties, who shall be looked upon as the 
rightful representatives of the workers, 
and the guardians of their interests; the 
Trade Board, constituting the primary 
quarter of appeal ; and the Board of 
Arbitration, the final court of resort, 
whose decisions shall be binding on

Board of Arbitration was headed by J. E. 

the fact that they were not isolated 111־

constantly and involving a principle.
The varied and difficult problems that 

have come before the Board of Arbitra- 
tion arc as a class too technical as well as 
too lengthy for consideration here. 
Enough to say that the creation and 
successful functioning of such a judicial 
body marks an historic achievement in 
industry and serves as a guide and

Williams since its institution until his 
death in 1919, since when James H. 
Tufts, professor of Philosophy at the 
University of Chicago, has filled this

The building up of this judicial 
mechanism has been a long and arduous 
process, involving the establishment of 
a “legal code” and a “common law” for

of law and precedent as are to be found 
in the general law of the land. The 
balancing of the scales of justice has been

dreds of cases that have come before the 

The break in 191+ between a number 
of unions and the heads of the United 
Garment Workers, already referred to.

at Nashville. It was due chiefly to the

and Chicago delegates, led by Frank 
Rosenblum and Sidney Rissman, who 
had long felt that the officials of the 
Workers were unprogressive and unsym- 
pathetic to the real interests of the masses. 
The crisis came when President Rickert 
refused to seat delegates who were op­



in good standing. The fight was begun 

elusion by Rissman’s motion that “the 
the constitution, and that in his place be 

of Chicago." Upon Rickert’s refusal to 

gates bolted and formed a convention of 
their own.

Out of this insurgent convention grew
United Garment Workers of America.

General President, and an executive

Mrs. Medill McCormick, Ellen Gates 
Starr, and Sophronisba Breckenridge.

which the ever-responsive Jane Addams
The fight extended to the city council, 

manded an investigation of police activ- 

that purpose under the chairmanship of 

ing of this committee the representatives 

ness to arbitrate differences, but the 

from the city council. Indeed, their

board chosen on which were Rosenblum 
and other Chicagoans. Though at first

of Labor, the new organization was 
subsequently recognized when it took the 
name of the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers of America.

In 1915 came the strike against the 
houses affiliated with the Chicago Whole- 
sale Clothiers’ Association, which as yet 
had not followed the example of Hart, 
Schaffner & Marx. Twenty-five thou-

city was shaken by the turmoil. The 
clothing companies refused to arbitrale

Mayor Thompson was asked to exert an 
effort toward arbitration, by a group in- 
eluding Grace Abbott, Mary McDowell, 

attorney, Martin J. Isaacs, declined even 
to confer with Jacob G. Grossberg, 
attorney of the State Board of Arbitra- 
tion, stating, “I would not dignify the 

there is anything to arbitrate.” In the 

and Rodriguez were making strenuous 

alleged to have made the police, in this

Though the strike was called off 
without a victory, the feeling of unity had 
been greatly strengthened among the 
workers, and all felt that the entire Chi- 
cago market must be organized along 
the lines of the Hart, Schaffner & Marx 
agreement. This feeling kept on grow-
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ing in intensity, until in 1919, after long 
struggle and protracted negotiations, the

agreement providing for a “preferential

The Wholesale Tailors* Association and 
lowed soon after, and the Chicago 
clothing market, on May 26, 1919, was 
completely organized.

through Hart, Schaffner & Marx was 
extended to the entire industry, the sys- 
tern and the code of principles it had

Harry A. Millis, economist and profes-

chosen to head the Trade Board of the 
Chicago Industrial Federation of Cloth- 
ing Manufacturers, and Professor James 
H. Tufts became head of the greater 
Arbitration Board. In 1920, owing to 
removal from Chicago, Professor Tufts 
resigned and was succeeded by Professor 
Millis, the latter's place on the Trade 
Board being taken by Benjamin H. 
Squires.

To-day this system of arbitration rep- 
resents the industrial government of 
nearly fifty thousand working men and 
women. It is impartial, acting for the 
best interests of the whole with the free- 
dom that comes from neutrality and the 
decisiveness that comes from authority. 
Its decisions are law.

The workers, for their part, have estab- 
lished a central body, the Chicago Joint

them was 55,400, and in 1921 this sum was raised 
to SI2.O00.

business of running their union and of conducting
Board, under Samuel Levin, manager.

the Board carries on an intensive cduca- 
tional program, of which The Clothing 
Workers of Chicago says:
expended in purely industrial and political affairs.

same time attention should not be diverted from the

prise. There forty to fifty thousand members of 
the union, of some twenty different nationalities;

The Cigar Makers' Union
The story of the Cigar Makers' Union 

of Chicago is replete with interest for 
those who have at heart the struggle of 
the workers against the greatest odds to 
ameliorate their conditions. The mem- 
bers of this union who continued the un- 
equal struggle through the years of its 
existence, fought with the well-being of 
their fellow workers always at heart.

The great Jewish immigration from 
Russian Poland and Lithuania reached its



climax in 1892. It overflowed the east- 
ern states of this country, spread to the 
great Middle West, and resting, finally,

ments of an organization in the cigar-

German, Dutch, and English Jews, 

old homes, were employed in the cigar 

distinctive group since they were practi-

Jewish workers whose language and 
and with whom they became associated 
on the closest terms.

The history of the Jewish cigar makers 

immigration made itself felt for the first 
time, and especially when the Jewish 
cigar, manufacturers, among them Metz- 
1er, Epstein, Eugene Wallans, H. B. 
Franklin, Isaac Goldsmith, and the other 
controlling factors of the industry, began

shops, in order to have them compete

Isaac Goldsmith played the leading 
role in this attempt to strike at the regular 
workers. He was known as a pious, strict- 
ly orthodox Jew, and also as a communal 

ducted in strict conformity with Jewish 
customs : the Sabbath was observed ; the 

fered ; and every pay-day was made a day 

estine. It was natural that his reputation 
should attract all religiously inclined im- 
migrants, who consequently flocked to 
him for work. Goldsmith acted in full 
friendliness to them, took them into his

these apprentices there were not infre- 
qucntly young men with a university 
training and others who had spent the 
major portion of their lives in the ywAt-

The other Jewish manufacturers cn- 
vied Goldsmith and then emulated his ex­

ample by competing with him in the es- 

induce men to come into their shops for 

in this manner that the mass of immi- 
'I'he number of these apprentices 

ular workers were beginning to feel the 

ers were working for lower wages and 

were endangering the latter’s very exist- 
prising that the latter showed resentment 

played discontent which proved to be a 

cigar makers of Chicago and led toward

The brothers, Moses and Sol Tubin,

Lewis Marcue, and others were among 
the first intellectual, radical Jewish cigar 
makers in Chicago. They soon realized

so they began an agitation among the 

was a most propitious moment as the dis- 

ing each day. This discontent was fed 
by an aggravating condition which, 
though rather laughable at the present

Eugene Wallans was the first of the 
manufacturers to import into Chicago 
about fifty Spanish workers from Cuba 
and Florida who were considered at 
that time the best and most skilled 
workers in the trade. They were treated 
with awesome consideration here. They

fashion. They performed their work 
apart from the other employees, received 
higher wages, and in general, deported 
themselves in a manner which no other 
workers were allowed to assume. This 
contrast between the lives of the Chicago
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and Spanish workers developed a strong 
current of animosity that culminated in a

with strikes against the Spanish aristo-

were the powerful factors that led in the

tation, the first Jewish Cigar Makers'

as leader. The union soon joined the In- 
ternational Cigar Makers' Union of 
America, which was already in existence*

five preceding years. Several hundred 
workmen !locked to this *new organiza- 
tion, since this was a novelty to them It 
seemed as if the union were assured of a 
solid support. However, the Jewish 
workmen, being ignorant of the English

in the small Jewish shops which could 

tions of the parent organization, the In- 
ternational, so that the Union Label was 
taken away from them, the Label even at 
that time being considered of some impor-

many of the small shops, so that the best 
workmen went to the shops of the Inter- 
national, while the others worked in non- 
union places. Still others left the in- 
*dustry altogether. After a year of ex- 

trente difficulty* and struggle, the first 
Jewish union disbanded.

For a time, the situation in the Jewish 
cigar makers’ industry remained the same

union. It was not until 1895, when the 

an influence over the masses, organized 
ihc Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance 
in competition with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, the Knights of Labor 
being at that time a practically defunct 
organization. Several Jewish cigar mak- 
ers, members of the Socialist Labor Par*

of the Alliance.
The rejuvenation in the industry was 

phenomenal. Several hundreds of new 
members joined the new organization; 
the union carried on several successful

part in the local labor movement. But, 

of iu time to social rather than trade 

interest in those who were not socialist!* 
cally inclined. Members therefore be* 
gan to drop out one by one until both the 
Union and the Alliance ceased to exist.

were now fully aware of the benefits of 

remain unconcerned but showed symp- 
tomsof a desire to revive theunion. Again 
the workers showed an eagerness to or* 
ganizc. Competent leaders came to the

Charley Michaelson, who gained the con* 
fidence of the masses. An entirely new 
organization was created, an independent 
union, known as the Junior Cigar Mak* 

in spirit for it asked its members to pay 
no more than five cents in weekly dues.

Jewish labor movement and functioned 



addition to its activities in the trade union 

cational campaign, arranged lectures and 
readings, and revealed a remarkable vi- 

force and energy that could improve the 

These, conditions were practically the 
were somewhat altered, but not so condi- 

Crete benefits to show the members, the 

and after a period of two years of inde- 

tombstone on the grave of Jewish union- 

reposing.

Makers' Union was but little interested 

latter could not make the complete cigar cigar makers did not discourage the ac-
but knew only half of the work, having 
been specialists cither as bunch makers 
or as rollers. The Jewish workers thus 
remained without protection from any 
source, both from the International as 

tions became so oppressive that they-felt 
greatly disheartened.

A few Jewish members of the Interna- 
tional knowing of these conditions began 
a fight to induce the International to ac- 
cept these bunch makers and rollers as 
members, and to protect them. Morris 
Seskind became the leader of this move- 
ment in the ranks of the International and 
after a difHcuit struggle, forced the In- 

other Jewish workmen. Thus conditions 
remained until the year of 1905 when a 
radical change occurred in the situation.

The leaders of the International sud- 
denly realized that owing to conditions of 
labor, the number of men out of work 
was constantly increasing. Without any 
hesitation on their part, they threw all of 
the bunch makers and rollers out of the

out of work. This selfish move evoked a 

the Jewish workers and inspired them

bin, Benjamin Sabath, Max Lurie, Phil- 
ip Ross, Louis Aisuss, A. Tomback, Vic- 
tor I. Levinson, Ruben Youkclson—a 

men—considered the present moment 
wholly opportune and began an active 
and systematic campaign and in a short

union with the name, “Progressive Cigar 
Makers' Union." Their protest against 
the conservative International was incor-

At first, the new organization had not 
the success that was anticipated. After 
six months of hard labor on the part of 
these leaders, only one hundred and fifty 
had joined the union. But this apathy on 

tivitics of their leaders. With renewed 
vigor they set themselves earnestly at the 
task of organizing the west side cigar 
makers that filled the sweat shops and to 
inaugurate a vigorous campaign against 
the existing conditions.

Strikes became a frequent occurrence 
now. Although but rarely successful at 
the beginning, these fights increased the 
workers־ enthusiasm. Nevertheless, their 
organization was weakening, and at times 
approached an end. These unstable con- 

1910 when even those who were previous- 

the organization. Though only a few 
hundred belonged to the Union at first, 
their numbers were rapidly augmented 
and the Progressive could soon boast a

The International soon realized the im- 
portance and the strength of this organi- 
zation, as well as its own past error. Its 
leaders were no longer able to ignore the 
vital and forceful activities of the Pro- 
gressive and thus they began to make 
overtures to have the Progressive join 
with the International. In September,
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1916, both unions were joined and became 
Local 527 of the International Cigar 
Makers’ Union, with Victor Levinson

upon the brilliant expedient of organiz- 
ing the Jewish carpenters into a separate 
union. Accordingly, in great haste, the 
Council issued a charter for the organi- 
zation of the Jewish Carpenters’ Union,M

and Ruben Youkelson, two of the organ- 
izers of the Progressive, as the principal 
officers.

The Carpenters' Union
The organization now existing in the 

carpentry trade is due directly to the great 
lockout declared in the building trades in 
the year of 1900. Up to this year there 
had been but a handful of immigrants 
from Motellc, a town in Grodno, Russia, 
who monopolized the Jewish carpentry 
trade of Chicago. Altogether there were 
but a score of Jewish carpenters. All of 
these attended common services in their 
synagogue and were employed mainly in 
the making of small repairs and odd jobs 
of various kinds. They were both em- 
ployer and employee so that all worked 
side by side with an intimate relationship 
which eliminated any causes for possible 
misunderstandings.

However, a clash of interests arose dur- 
ing the great lockout. For the first time 
the Ghetto workers began to demand an 
eight-hour day and more favorable con- 
dirions. Besides, the Chicago District 
Council of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America, un- 
willing to permit the Jewish carpenters 
to enter the organization and yet more 
unwilling not to control them, decided

Local 504, and thus assumed control oyer 
the Jewish carpenters without being 
forced to accept them within their own 
Union.

And yet, although the Jewish carpen- 
ters were now organized into a union, it 
was a union in name only and its life was 
empty of meaning, since the rules and 
regulations of the parent union were sei- 
dom enforced and the Jewish carpenters 
submitted to whatever conditions their 
employers saw fit to dictate. But the 
Jewish population increased and in 1905 
there were more than two hundred Jew- 
ish carpenters in Chicago. An element 
of progressive Jews was thus infused in- 
to the organization and these brought into 
it a spirit of revolt against the calm com- 
pliance of the union to all the claims and 
conditions imposed by the employers. 
Although this younger group met with 
the opposition of the Council as well as 
the more conservative clement of the or- 
ganization, nevertheless they dethroned 
the erstwhile leaders and in the next elec- 
lion with the presidency of Sam Ostrits- 
ky began a new chapter which spelled a 
more active union.

The employers were not at all pleased 
with the new tone of the union so that 
friction was apparent in the early rcla- 
tionship with the new union leaders. But 
after many disputes over numerous de- 
tails, a working agreement was evolved 
which was of benefit both to the union 
and to the employers. At any rate, the 
employers were gradually convinced that 
they ought to give equal opportunity of 
working to Jewish carpenters as well as 
to the non-Jews.

In passing of all these years, the Jewish 
carpenters, now numbering hundreds of 
workers, have won equal rights and priv- 
ileges with the non-Jews and have ma- 
terially advanced the improvement of



conditions for all workers in the trade 
through the efforts of their union.

The preceding articles suggest the im- 
provements that have been brought about 
in the condition of the workingman and 
family. The changes for the better are 
partly a result of the general develop- 
ment of resources and increased produc- 
tiveness, but admittedly they are mainly 

the result of conscious and organized 
striving on the part of the laboring 
classes. The courage and independence 
of the workingman of to-day, in such 
glaring contrast to his subservience and 
ignorance of years ago, is due to those in 
the ranks of labor who saw and felt the 
evils of their lot and were possessed of 
the intelligence and initiative to seek to 
remedy them.



Athletics

-PLED with the mental suססהך

I ! to the Jew, there has long been 
----- ku the thought that as a race he is 
physically inferior to others. It is true, 
at least of Chicago, that only in recent 
years has the Jewish youth achieved any 
great measure of success in competitive 
sports; but that success has been so 
marked as to leave no doubt that its late- 
ncss in coming was owing to lack of op-

lack of native endowment. Not only 10- 
cal but also national and international 
champions in athletics have been Chicago 
Jews. In gymnastics, in track and field 
sports, in aquatics, in individual and team 

class have been developed by distinctively 
Jewish institutions as well as by colleges, 
universities and other schools. 

ever athletics were participated in by 
Jews were those outlined by the Turn- 
Vereins, the organizations conducted by 
Germans and Bohemians, on the Euro- 
pean system of gymnastics. The first 10- 
cal Jewish athlete of whom any record 
remains was Maurice M. Hirsh, who in 
1859 affiliated himself with the Chicago 
Turngcmeinde, on the North Side. He 
was instrumental in holding the organiza-

rendered great service in organizing the 
athletic work of his and other regiments. 
The name of L. Freund, another Jewish 
athlete of the same period, who lost his 
life on the field of battle, appears on a 
bronze tablet which adorns a wall of the 
Turngemeinde building, still in existence. 
Robert and Emanuel Munheimcr were 
also connected with the same organiza­
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tion and did much to maintain the high 
physical standards of the North Side 
Turners.

Joseph Kaufman, leader of the Ger- 
man Turners of Chicago, in 1869 and 
again in 1871, made great improvements 
upon the teaching of physical culture, 
which previously had been patterned af- 
ter the rigid German military tactics. 
His system has been gradually developed 
into what is now known as the American 
method, which includes as an important 
feature, the element of play.

sant endeavor, finally succeeded in ha 
lie schools. He traveled throughout 

young through systematic exercise.
larizing of physical training was 

1869, and became president in 
Throughout his lifetime he maint 
great interest in athletics, and stro 
advance it in the public favor. A 
up to the day of his death in 1922, : 
age of 79, he continued his practi 

of more than four miles.
Emil Höchster, from the day he joined 

a prominent leader in the movement to 
extend the field of physical education for 
the masses. During the Civil War and 

ger. Orderly Sergeant Adolph Kramer, 
Brigadier General Edward Salomon, 
Brigadier General Richard Beletzehn, 
Gustave Mendelsohn, Samuel Enger, and

promotion of physical education.

Mandle, who joined the Turners in 1872. 
For more than thirty years he was famed 
as an all-around athlete, winning many 
prizes in competitive meets. He was a 
member of the Cincinnati-Chicago Team

which won the national championship in 
gymnastics in 1889. In 1896, at the age 
of forty-one, he leaped eighteen feet in 
the running broad jump. At present, 
close to seventy, he can still perform cred- 
itably in the gymnasium.

Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, that versatile 
leader whose name occurs on almost every 
page of local Jewish history, was active 
in the Turnvereins for many years. As

took a prominent part in all their affairs' 
Largely through the efforts of these 

men and their non-Jewish collaborators, 
there are now to be found gymnasiums in 
more than six hundred schools and play- 
grounds in Chicago. The modern ideal

gether with group athletics, has done 

the school children of the city.

lews represent Jewish institutions was 
Harry Berkman, Director of Athletics at 
the Jewish People’s Institute for fourteen 
years, from !908 to 1922. In 1894 he 
joined Hull House, the only American 
gymnasium on the West Side. In 1895, 
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at the age of sixteen, he joined the Vor- 
waerts Turners, on the West Side, and 
participated in all their competitions. In

1908 he organized the Chicago Interna- 
tional Gymnastic team and toured with it 
through Europe, visiting the Olympic 
Games at London and taking part in the 
German International Turnfest at Frank- 
fort-on-Main. It is interesting to note 
that perfection and form were the gov- 
erning criteria, and that wreaths and 

diplomas were the only prizes given. 
Records were not kept of the physical 
prowess of the athletes of the Turners, 
and specialists in various forms of ath- 
letics were not developed, as their pro• 
gram was designed to produce only all- 
around athletes.

The development of the Jewish Peo-

pie's Institute as a sports center reached 
epochal proportions under the direction 
of Berkman. In 1921 the Institute rep-
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resentatives captured five wrestling 
championships, two city track meets, one

championships, and two swimming 
championships. Altogether, at the time

Berkman left the Institute, the products 
of his training had won 76 team trophies 
and 2,300 individual prizes, including 
two seconds at the 1919 Olympic Games.

developed at the Jewish People’s Insti- 
tute are the following:
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four years, 1918-22

Also a great Jewish sports institution, 
the Emil G. Hirsch Center of Sinai Tern- 
pie has established a reputation as a de- 

its inception in 1912, its representatives
Amateur Athletic Federation, which is 

and playgrounds. Coach Eckert has at- 

successful athletes he has produced.
The proteges of the Hirsch Center in- 

elude the following:

Winners of A. A. F. Indoor Field and Track 
meets of 1915-16-17

in 1917 and 1924. י*
Forty-two shields have been won in

Emil G. Hirsch Center was opened in 
1912. It has never failed to have a team 
entered in either the indoor or outdoor 
swimming championships and has always 
had fifty boys and girls representing the 
Center each year. This year it expects

the United States in the Olympic Swim-
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ming Games. Following are the indi- 

the swimming meets since 1913:

Jack Wolf 
Abe Siegel

Earl Friend

E. uiumentnai

Harry Gottlieb, and Robert S. Harris.

football team which won the western 
championship, and the 1908 basket-ball 
team which won the western and national

. Of the many collegiate honors won by 
ably tlte best-known are those of the two 

who in recent years have gained national

M. Raphael
H. Chatkin

Sid. Raphael

R. Gliekstcin

1922-23-24
M. Shore 
P. Glickstein

R. Baskind 
Mandell

Harry Cohn

The college record of Chicago Jews is 

achieved by Clair Jacobs for the Univer- 

lishcd a mark of 12 feet 7 inches in the 
pole vault. Hugo Friend, also of the 
University of Chicago and now judge of 

member of the famous Olympic team 
which toured to Athens in 1905 and won 
many honors in its travels. He special- 
ized in the running broad jump, in which 

which remained unbettered for many sea- 
sons, both in intercollegiate conferences 
and in the National Amateur Athletic 
Union. Judge Friend was also captain 
of the track team of his alma malar.

Other University of Chicago athletes 
of repute were Joseph Magidson, Fred 

prominence as football stars at Harvard, 
both being elected captain of the team in 
successive years. Edith Chaiken, while 
at Northwestern University, in 1914 won 
the national championship in the 440-

outstanding marks have been hung up by

A record for secondary schools was 
made by Jules J. Lipski, while attending 
Crane High School.when he ran the 50- 
yard dash in the unprecedented time of 
5-2/5 seconds. During the years of 1906 
and 1908 he also held the record for the 
220-yard dash, his time being 27 seconds, 
and he was a member of the quarter-mile 

beat all competitors at the University 
High School games of 1910.

An unattached athlete of the present 
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is Nathaniel P. Steinberg, the most not-

curred in 1920, when he won the all- 
around championship of the All-Chicago

Y. M. C. A. track meet, took four medals 
in the Chicago Athletic Association track 
meet, and two medals in the city-wide 
track meet at Grant Park held during the 

Elk’s convention. During 1920 alone, 
Steinberg captured a loving cup, seven- 
teen medals, and nineteen ribbons.

As one who competes purely as an 
amateur, Steinberg, a young artist, exem- 
plifics the spirit of sportsmanship at its 
highest.

The individual cases mentioned typify 
the growing interest in physical culture 
with which the Jewish youth has become 
imbued. More and more each year, he 
is proving a factor in competitive sports. 
Awakened to the manifold benefits of 
bodily development, he has thrown him- 
self into it with a laudable desire to excel. 
That he has won high honors in contests 
with the representatives of other races, 
is incidental. More important is the fact 
that thousands of Jewish boys and girls 
are devoted to athletics, with all that it 

living, and the sportsman’s high code of 
conduct. They forecast a stronger and
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HIS section is devoted to separate accounts of the lead- 
ing Jewish organizations and institutions of the pres- 
ent. While the substance of these accounts is, to an ex- 
tent, embraced in Part I, their presentation therein is 

J of necessity disconnected and limited to such mention 
 as bears upon the general course of the narrative. It ג[
II has been thought desirable to devote to each of the 
la more important bodies an article outlining its develop- 
J| ment and particularly its present activities.

The reader desiring to correlate the treatment of 
an organization in this section with that in the narrative, or with the per- 
sonal sketches of the individuals mentioned, is referred to the index at the 
end of the volume. For example, the article on Kehilath Anshe Ma’ariv 
Congregation which appears following, is devoted mainly to its recent de- 
velopments and present status; its earlier history occurs in proper se- 
quence in Part I ; and connected with both accounts are prominent in- 
dividuals whose life sketches are to be found in various parts of the book. 
These may be readily traced by means of the index.

A conscientious attempt has been made to include all organizations 
of importance and to reflect justly their place in the community. If any 
such have been omitted or if their be considered in-
adequate in any essential, the lack is chargeable to those concerned or to 
the scantiness of the materials available.

In every case the most authoritative sources have been consulted, and 
care has been taken to check up points of doubt or conflict whenever pos- 
sible. The guiding principle in the preparation of this section, as of the 
others, has been accuracy. Consistent with this is the moderateness of the 
tone employed ; this, it is believed, will prove welcome to the organizations 
themselves as well as the general public.

As the first work of its kind, attempting to present its subject matter 
truthfully and temperately, this section is submitted in the hope that it will 
serve as a useful compendium for the present-day reader, and a dependable 
guide for the investigator of the future.





Synagogues and Temples

Agudath Achim
(First Hungarian Congregation)
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men to the presidency as did not violate 
the Sabbath.

Twelve others were enrolled as mem- 
bers soon afterward. Election of officers

S. Weil, Recording" Secretary

On March 3, 1885, the congregation 
moved to 498 South Halsted Street, in a

Moritz Newmak

rented flat. It remained here until Pass- 
over of 1888, by which time the member- 
ship had grown to eighty.

In April of the same year an appointed 
committee bought the Baptist church at 
307 Maxwell Street for the sum of $7,000, 
to be converted into a synagogue.

After President Feurlicht, the follow- 
ing headed the congregation in succès-

Adolph Frish

A religious school was supported since 
the foundation of the society, its first 
teacher being A. Goldstein. Following 
him came Rabbi Bower, N. Amster, 
Loewenrosen, Jacob Klein, and J. M. 
Weil.

In June of 1903 the congregation se- 
cured the services of Rabbi M. Fisher, 

who arrived from Hungary, accompanied 
by his father, Rabbi A. Fisher. The 
younger Rabbi Fisher was installed in 
office in the presence of a large gathering 
of members and invited guests.

In February, 1905, deeming their pres- 
ent abode inadequate for their needs, the 
congregation bought the present site at 
the corner of Marshfield Avenue and 
Polk Street, on which a $50,000 structure 
was erected in 1906. The building of the 
synagogue was made possible largely 
through the activities of the Ladies’ So-

The congregation has continued to 
flourish, the present membership consist- 
ing of 175 families. A large number of 
its members, however, have moved to 
other sections of the city. The congrega- 
tion is seriously contemplating the sale of 
its present structure and building anew 
in a location more convenient to the

members. The suggestion to consolidate 
with another congregation, advanced by 
some as a solution, is also being consid-.

The present officers are :
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Anshe Emeth

NSHE EMETH was the first 
expression of the desire of the 
community of the then “far”

ship that would reflect somewhat the 
modern tendencies and still retain the 
essential features of the old orthodoxy. 
First services were held in temporary 
headquarters at the Phoenix Hall at 202 
West Division Street, early in 1878.

For a number of years the congregation 
persevered, looking forward to a real 

synagogue of their own. That dream was 
finally realized in September, 1893, with 
the dedication of the new synagogue at 
1363 Sedgwick Street. The next two 
decades saw the gradual broadening and 
strengthening of Anshe Emeth activities, 
with no deviation from the sane conserva- 
tism of its founders. Among the presi- 
dents during that period were: Solomon 
Lewisohn, Jacob Ecker, Jacob Lasker, 
Ralph Goldberg, Isadore Cohen, and Dr. 
Oscar Block.

During 1913 the leading supporters of 
the congregation took upon themselves 
the task of finding a site farther to the 
north, which would be more convenient 
to a majority of the membership. It cul- 
minated finally in the purchase of a large

plot on Gary Place near Broadway in the 
spring of 1914 where the congregation 
moved in due course of time.

The building which was erected at 
627-633 Gary Place took on the aspect of 
a community house to a far greater extent
Emeth. Recognizing that a social atmos- 
generation, those guiding the congrega- 
lion built the new home with such activi- 
ance of young people attested the wisdom

To-day, under the guidance of Rabbi 
Philip A. Langh, the congregation boasts 
a modern Hebrew school, a Sunday 
school, a school for higher Hebrew edu- 
cation, a Junior Congregation holding

services every Saturday morning, the 
Anshe Emeth Sisterhood, and several

The following officers direct the af- 
fairs of this congregation whose mem- 
bership is now over two hundred:
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Anshe Kneseth Israel

J
NSHE Kneseth Israel, one of 
the very foremost orthodox 
congregations in Chicago, had 
its beginning, like most of its 

sister organizations, in the desire of a 
group of Landsleute to band together in 

and a common place of worship. 

cd by Canal, Halsted, Fourteenth, and 
Polk streets. He approached Abraham 
Bernstein, who had a store on Canal 
Street, and interested him in the work, 
who in turn enlisted his neighbors, among 
whom were Aaron Simon, Schaye Simon, 
Harris Wolf, and M. M. Levinson.

At first, services were held only on the 
Sabbath. But the need for a place to 
congregate daily grew steadily and efforts establish a house of worship in the new
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were made to have a daily minyan. Bern- 
stein fitted up a room above his store, 588 
South Canal Street (old number) in 
which daily services were held.

The same year an organization was 
formed with Abraham Bernstein presi- 
dent, Aaron Simon, vice-president, M. 
M. Levinson, secretary. Levy Edelstein 

volunteered 

k The con! 
fact that mo 
shippers hail 

They conti
came too gre 
began to 1001 
main street such as Canal, where the men 
going to synagogue would not be mo- 
lested by hoodlums. A committee was 
appointed to secure a desirable site 
and the northeast corner of Clinton and 
Judd streets was selected as best suited 
to the purposes of the congregation. At 
that time there was but one hundred dol- 
lars in the treasury. Bernstein volun- 
teered to go out and solicit funds and sue- 

which in those days was a considerable
In the meantime Marx Swartz, then a 

very influential resident of the neighbor-
gation. With his entry into the work the 
set out to build on the lots purchased by 
the congregation and secured as a loan 
from Aaron Simon the sum of three 
thousand dollars. A frame building was 
erected, part of which was rented out.

Swartz opposed the erection of a frame 
building, which, he insisted, could be but 
a temporary one, but failed to convince 
the majority. So he resigned from the

of influential members. His loss was felt 
immediately and overtures were made to 
have him come back into the fold.

In 1884, the frame house was torn 
down and an imposing synagogue was 
erected. It was dedicated by Kalman 
Kleinowitz, a well-known chazan who 
was imported from Schilel, Russia, for 
the occasion.

Marx Swartz was elected president, A.
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Gordon, vice-president, Abe Kalish, sec- 
retary, and Bernard Bernstein was in- 
stalled as rabbi. Levy Edelstein con- 
tinued in his capacity as shameth.

The congregation continued to prosper 
and broaden its activities during the fol- 
lowing years, but the shifting of the Jew- 
ish population to districts farther west 
made it increasingly difficult for the con- 
gregation to remain intact without chang- 
ing the location of its synagogue.
were purchased on the corner of Win-

Chester Avenue and Roosevelt Road, and 
plans were made to erect a new syna- 
gogue. Fortunately, before actual con- 
struction started, it became apparent that 
the westward migration was still con- 
tinuing, with the result that the Winches- 
ter Avenue lots were sold and the site of 
the present building at 3411-3419 Doug- 
las Boulevard was purchased in July, 
1912.

On this site, under the leadership of' 
Moses Salk, the synagogue, one of the 
most beautiful in Chicago, was erected 
and dedicated in September, 1913. Its 
all synagogues in Chicago.

Whenever campaigns or drives of any 
kind are started among the Jews of Chi- 
cago, the Congregation Anshe Kneseth 
Israel with its membership of 450 fam- 
ilies is to be found in the forefront of 
active and contributing groups. As a 

notable case in point, the Beth Hame- 
drash L'Torah found its inception in this 
congregation.

The congregation maintains a girls’ 
school with an average daily attendance 
of two hundred, and in 1918 joined forces 
with the Shaare Torah Hebrew School 
in establishing the Kneseth Israel Shaare 
Torah Hebrew School at 3242-3244 
Grenshaw Street, where a modern three- 
story school building erected at a cost of 
$75,000 was dedicated on March 31. 
1918. The building has six class-rooms, a 
large assembly hall, a library, several 
smaller rooms, offices, and janitor’s living 
rooms. The school has an average daily 
attendance of six hundred. A tuition fee 
is charged if the child's parents can afford 
it, though about half the enrollment do 
not pay. Seven teachers are employed, 
under the supervision of the president 
and financial secretary. The officers of 
the school are as follows:

Rev. L. Ratner, Vice-PresidentJ. Strnll, Treasurer _ $

The following men have been president 
of the Anshe Kneseth Israel Congrega- 
tion since the erection of its first syna-
gog־״:

H. Kaplan
S. H. Cohen H. M. Barnett.

Rabbi Ephraim Epstein came to Chi-, 
cago.in November, 1911, to occupy the‘ 
Anshe Kneseth Israel pulpit and is to this 
day recognized as one of the most active 
and able orthodox rabbis in the city. The 
present officers are :

Mores Salk, President

Several subsidiary groups have been 
formed in the congregation, among them 
the Chevra Mikro, Chevra Gemorah, 
Gcmilath Chassodim, and Chevra Mish-



Anshe Sholom

■BKINSHE SHOLOM CONGRE- 
MM GATION is the result of the 
IMBM merging of the < )have Sholom PMMbI Mariampol, one of the earliest 
orthodox studs in Chicago, with the An- 
she Kalvaria.

In 1870 a group of extreme orthodox

benevolence society, the object of which 
was to extend financial assistance to their 
townsmen and to foster fellowship and 
social intercourse. Though originally 
not so intended, the organization assumed 
a religious character in 1872 when, upon

the death in the family of one of the mem- 
bers, Bernard Ginsburg, he had nowhere 
else in the immediate vicinity to say 
Kaddish. This was the beginning of the 
Ohave Sholom Mariampol Congrega-

Another version has it ,that the congre- 
gation came into being because of the 
objection of some of the members of 
Beth Hamedrash Hagodol to what they 
considered unorthodox practices. The 
particular incident which led to the 
withdrawal of these members and the
cording to this version, the appearance

Charles Cohen

Thus it has been said that a straw- 
hitlel brought the Ohave Sholom

Mariampol into existence.
The early leaders of the congregation 

were the following :
Hirsch Goldberg

Anslicl SchiffHirsch Schiff.

The second story of a house on Canal 
Street, near Liberty, was fitted out as a 
synagogue and services held there every 
dav. Soon afterward a burial plot was 
purchased in Oakwood Cemetery, and in 
time a Talmud Torah was organized, 
chiefly through the efforts of Jacob 
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Cohen, assisted by Eliezer Baruch Blu- 
menthal, Abba Glick, and Nathan B. 
Grossberg. The three last-named served 
as teachers.

With the influx of new residents into 
the vicinity, a larger place of worship be- 
came necessary. Accordingly, lots were 
purchased at Canal and Liberty Streets, 

the Yitzchok Elchonan Gemilath Chas- 
sodim in 1893, through which thousands 
of families have been helped with loans.
service should be mentioned H. Ets Ho- 
congregation and a force in all its ac- 
tivities.

upon which a substantial structure was 
erected. From its consecration, for a pe- 
riod of twenty-five years, Ezekiel Alex- 
ander, who was called from abroad,

A Zedoko Kolololh was organized on 
the West Side largely through the efforts 
of the members of Ohave Sholom. One 
of the members, Harris Cohen, instituted

In 1891, Rabbi Abraham S. Braude 
was called from Europe to assume the 
came the center of West Side religious 
life. Rabbi Braude served until his death 
in 1907, and during his incumbency en- 
deared himself to orthodox Jewry, 
through his scholarliness.his genuine love 
for Judaism and his modest, winning per-
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sonality. His funeral was attend( 
thousands, and was one of the gr 
tributes ever accorded a Jew of his

The. Ohave Sholom Mariampol
influence, until, in 1905, the Canal ! 
synagogue was sold and a great 
building was erected at Ashland E 
vard, corner Polk Street, which 
housed the congregation ever since.

In 1910, Rabbi Saul Silber was called 
to the pulpit of Ohave Sholom and to the
Under his guidance it has become one of 
the foremost orthodox groups of the city 
and a leader in Jewish affairs.

In 1916, through the efforts of Joseph 
Weil and William Farber, an amalgama- 
tion was effected between Ohave Sholom 
and Anshe Kalvaria Congregation, the 
name of the combined shuts becoming
place after the property of Anshe Kal-

When the immigration to the Lawn- 
dale section set in, the congregation built 
a social center on Homan Avenue, near 
Douglas Boulevard, leaving enough extra 
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space for the erection of a synagogue 
there, whenever the time should be ripe 
for it. The social center conducts many 
activities looking to the welfare of the 
young. At present, daily services are 
held there as well as at the shut, these 
being in charge of Rabbi Glick, formerly 
of Congregation Anshe Kalvaria. There 
by several hundred children, and con- 
ducted on the Ibrilh b’lbrith method of 
which Rabbi Silber has long been an

Anshe Sholom has nearly eight hun- 
dred members, a Chevra Shas, a Chevra

Mikro, a Ladies’ Auxiliary, and the loan 
association known as the Yitzchok Elcho- 
nan Gemilath Chassodim. The officers 
for the current term are :

Joseph Weil, President

As one of the leading centers of Jewish 
thought and activity, Congregation Anshe 
Sholom has a secure place in the life of 
promises to grow in importance with the 
passage of time.
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Beth El

IETH EL CONGREGATION 
came inio being in 1871 to pro- 

the Northwest Side. On October 8, 
Moses Hirsch on Milwaukee Avenue to 

night of the great Chicago fire, those pres- 
ent at these services at Hirsch's home or- 
ganized a congregation under the name
to “Beth El,” Among those present at

L. SchulhofD. S. Eiscndrath

The following were elected the first

The first services were held at the home 
of one Ohnstcin, and a Safer Torah, a gift 
of D. S. Eisendrath, was then dedicated. 
Two weeks later the congregation rented 
a hall on Peoria and Ohio streets, where 
regular Saturday services were held. In 
not more than six months the congrega- 
tion purchased a double lot on May and 
Second streets, to which they moved a 
frame church building which they had 
bought from a Norwegian congregation 
on Huron and May streets.

For the following two years the little 
congregation had no regular minister, 
though the Reverend Ignatz Kunreuther 
frequently walked the long distance from 
his home to the synagogue and officiated 
at the Saturday services. D. Gottleib, an 
old Bohemian lamdem, also officiated 
from time to time. In March, 1873, H. 
Eliassof came to Chicago from Ogdens- 

tion of the Reverend Dr. Machol of K.
gregation Rodef Sholom.

In June of the same year the congrega- 
lion’s synagogue was destroyed by a wind- 
storm, but by dint of the courageous ef-
raised to permit of the erection of a new 
synagogue on the corner of May and 
Huron streets, at which time the name 
was changed to “Beth El.”

From then until 1891, aside from a few 
changes in rabbis, little of note occurred 
to disturb the congregation, though it al- 
ways required careful planning and cour- 
age to keep the group intact. In 1891 
there came to the pulpit of Beth El Dr. 
Julius Rappaport, a forerunner of the
absorbed many of Chicago’s orthodox 
duce many reforms in the manner of 
interest of the younger generation. He 
was the first to build a gymnasium and 
the first to have a separate building for 
Sunday school.

In 1901, the congregation purchased 
three lots on Crystal Street and Hoyne 
which served thereafter throughout Dr. 
Rappaport’s long career at Beth El. Mol- 
ner Hall, named for one. of Beth El’s 
joining the temple. It housed the Sun- 
and functioned as a social center. Lit- 
anccs, dancing and other entertainments, 
held the younger folk to the congrega- 
tion in gratifying numbers.

In 1921, Dr. Rappaport severed his 
connection of thi rty years. Shortly there- 
after the members decided to move their 
quarters to the Logan Square district. 
Their newly-completed temple is at 3232 
Palmer Street, where Rabbi Gusfield. 
Dr. Rappaport's successor, is the spiritual
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Beth Hamedrash Hagodol

HE charter of Beth Hamedrash 
Hagodol, or Beth Hamedrash 
Hagodol Ub’nai Jacob as it 
was known originally, dates 

from March, 1867, and marks the con- 
solidation of the B’nai Jacob Congrega- 
lion, founded in the fall of 1865, and “Ze- 
mansky’s minyan " known as the Beth 
Hamedrash Hagodol, founded a year 
later by David Zcmansky, who came to 
Chicago from New York. The first rabbi 

was Todras Ticktin, who was brought 
from Europe to serve this new congrega- 
lion of his countrymen in Chicago. The 
shut was located at 134 Pacific Avenue. 
The following were the first officers:

In 1880, Rabbi A. J. G. Lesser was re- 
quested by the congregation to leave



Europe, come to Chicago, and occupj 
pulpit. He responded to this call
until 1904. It was Rabbi Lesser wh< 
ganized the first Talmud Torah on 
South Side, and also the first on the \ 
Side in 1892.

The congregation was growing ra 
ly, so that in 1886 a beautiful temple 
bought from B’nai Sholom on Mich 
Avenue and Fourteenth Street for 3 
000. But after occupying the new q 
ters for two years it was decided to

turned to their old quarters which were
bought In 1902, it was again decided 
that it would be best to move the con- 
gregation to new quarters so the syna- 
gogue on Pacific Avenue was sold to a 
railroad.

The matter of a new location was very 
difficult to decide as many of the members 
moved to what is known as the West Side 
and some of them moved farther south.
and Epstein resulted in the decision to di- 
vide the capital of the congregation so 
that two synagogues should be built—one 

be ai^unfit location for an orthodox syna- 
goguc. Thereupon it was sold and a^new, 
diana Avenue with a capacity of one 
thousand seats and rooms for a Hebrew 
school.
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A large Hebrew 
school and com-

*

munity center is now being built to house 
the various educational and cultural ac- 
ti vi tics of the congregation.

The West Side congregation, to distin- 
guish it from its sister (known as Beth 
Hamedrash Hagodol Anshe Dorum),

has as its full name, Beth Hamedrash 
Hagodol Ub'nai Jacob and Anshe Luk-
between the West Side Beth Hamedrash
Hagodol and Anshe Luknik Congrega- 
stein, the rabbi of Anshe Luknik, took 
the pulpit and is in charge to-day. It is 
at present housed in a large modern syn- 
agogue on the corner of Douglas Boule-

The present officers are:

M- L. CohenJ. Jersky
S. Witoezky
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Beth Israel

N the early autumn of 1917 a 
Park realized that a Jewish 

necessity in the community and sent for 
Rabbi Samuel S. Cohon, with whose as- 
sistance arrangements Were made to hold 
services during the approaching holi- 

came into being under the name of the 
Sisterhood of Temple Beth Israel, with 
the following officers:

Mrs. S. B.Lavick, Vice-President

The original membership consisted of

days. Included in this original group
Jacob David N. LästigL. Davis Thomas NovakI. n Freed William Perlsteint, Goldman D, Rosef, Himelstein I RoSCmaUR, Jacobson Dr. F. SchariN. Kovler M. SpiegelS. Kubreener W. P. Tuber
S. B. Lavick N. VictorWilliam Levine Mr Wal lensteinJohn L. Lewis E. Wolfson.
At the first meeting following the Holy 

Days, L. Davis was elected president and 
Doctor Ungerleider, rabbi. Thus Tem- 
pie Beth Israel came into existence.
mediately, with Doctor Ungerleider at

Two weeks later a women’s auxiliary 

thirty-five, and these ladies began work- 
ing immediately for the future of Tem- 
pie Beth Israel.

With the proceeds of a number of so- 
cial functions given during the first few 
months, sixty feet of ground was pur- 
chased, in January, 1918, on Spaulding
Avenue, between Argyle and Ainslie 
streets, to be the site of the future temple.

In the spring of 1919 Samuel Fox was 
elected president. At the same time it 
became the good fortune of the congrega- 
bi S. Felix Mendelsohn, of Newark, N.J.

A young people’s auxiliary, known as 
the “Temple Center,” was organized by 
Rabbi Mendelsohn in the fall of 1919, 
with William Elfenbaum as first presi- 
dent. With the Temple Center rests the
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literary, social and charitable future of 
Temple Beth Israel.

In the fall of 1919, active plans for a 
building fund campaign were laid and 
during the two years which followed 
most of the activities of Beth Israel were 
directed toward the. successful culmina- 
tion of that campaign. Finally in the 
summer of 1922 ground was broken for a 
temple and community center building, 

took place on Octo^be?22, 1922. The new 
temple was dedicated on April 20,1923.

The presidents of Beth Israel, all of 
whom contributed materially toward its 
progress were: L. Davis, 1917-1918;

Beth Itzchok
ONGREGATION BETH 
ITZCHOK of Albany Park
1919, and conducted its first 

services at 3411 West Lawrence Avenue. 
Among the organizers were:

H. GoldbergM. M. Kaufman
Joseph Ellison was elected first presi-

Shortly after the new congregation was 
nation Sisterhood with the following of-

Mrs. Weiss was reelected to the presi- 
dency in 1920, and was succeeded in 1921



SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES

were found at 4754 
North Kimball Ave- 
nue, from which the 
congregation, in 1922, 
moved into its own 
synagogue at 4643

Another auxiliary 
that has aided Beth 
Itzchok activities to a 
the Young People’s
Auxiliary, of which A. Kaplan is presi- 
dent. The congregation conducts various 
cultural and educational activities, with a 
Sunday school and Hebrew school, both
hundred mark.

Dr. Isaac A. Millner has been the 
rabbi of the congregation since its incep- 
tion. The presidents have been :

Beth Jacob
F--- SgflETH JACOB is one of the 

car|y thoroughly orthodox con- 
liUiEwiil gregations organized on the 
L South Side. It took definite 
form in 1900 with the following organ-
Joseph B. Abarbenell

The first services were held at Thirty- 
eighth Street and Cottage Grove Avenue. 
Later a house was purchased at Thirty- 
seventh Street and Vincennes Avenue, 
and in 1913 the present quarters on the 
corner of Forty-fourth Street and St. 
Lawrence Avenue were purchased from 
the B’nai Sholom Temple Israel Congre- 
galion which moved farther south. 

dueled by Cantor־ Isaac Zaritsky and 
choir. During the Sabbath day, a Chev- 
ra Mishneis studies the law of the 
Mishna.

Forty pupils receive daily instruction 
in the Talmud Torah from the Reverend 
Nathan Fineberg.

The Ladies’ Auxiliary of Congregation 
Beth Jacob is presided over by Mrs. J. 
Herman. The officers and trustees of the 
congregation follow:

S. Levé, Vice-Preddent

A <Se"'5"’״ "'l!end״Ab׳?B .

M. J. Hindi
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B’nai Abraham Zion 
(Washington Boulevard Temple)

[HE B’nai Abraham Zion is a 
I fusion of two congregations 
I whose members decided that 

B____by combining a more effective 
spiritual instrument could be fashioned: 
Zion Congregation, one of the oldest re- 
ligious institutions in Chicago, and B’nai 
Abraham. Dr. Samuel Schwartz was in- 
stalled as rabbi of the new temple, an 
impressive edifice, built on the corner of 
Washington Boulevard and Karlov Ave- 
nue, and dedicated in September, 1921.

The Temple now has a membership of 
about 350. There is an active Sisterhood 
consisting of some 400 members, of which 
Mrs. Sam Cohn is the president; an auxil- 
iary of young people, Leo Wolf, presi- 
dent; an Alliance of younger boys and 
girls; three Boy Scout troops, and a

The Temple cemetery is at Waldheim.

Max Beck Mrs. Sam Cohn 
H. E. Ehnnan
Harold Frank F. B. Gctzoff

Richard Pick

Ben Kulp

house is maintained at 23 Karlov Avenue
Dr. Max Weisskopf 
Leo Wolf.



SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES

B’nai David Ohave Zedek

RppgflHE B’nai David Ohave Zedek 
grew out of the fusion of sev- 

Ml■] eral small societies, comprising 
the religious activities of the 

Jews residing in the early Northwest Side 
district. Prior to 1895 these had been 
yonim which held services in rented halls.

themselves on Wood Street under the 
name of “B'nai David Congregation.”

In 1902 the first active step towards the 
erection of the Ohave Zedek synagogue

ter of Russian Jews.
In the month of D< 

Hindsill, who was at t 
of the Chesed Vernet 
who was the president-c.». ״ ׳״״.  
veth Achim, were empowered by their 
respective committees to affiliate under 
the name of “Ohave Zedek.” The new 
congregation had its location on Shober
Hindsill, with the assistance of a few 
more public-spirited men, organized a 
Talmud Torah, engaged teachers, and 
did everything possible to set the affairs

The charter members and first officers

H. Schwartz.
In the following months of planning, a 

great deal of dissension and disagreement 
arose regarding the manner in which the
upon a few of the members renounced

April 2, 1903, and the following August 
the synagogue was dedicated. The total 
of*$28,000. This synagogue, located at 
1228 North Claremont Avenue, remained 
the home of the congregation until 1921.
years of the greatest depression in the his- 
started with the resignation of Dr. Isaac
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Wermkovsky as rabbi of the congrega- 
tion, one of the strangest faction agree- 
ments in Chicago congregational history 
took place. Two extremes of orthodoxy 
in the congregations Ohave Zedek and 
B’nai David combined to form the B’nai 
David Ohave Zedek congregation, with 
the express proviso that “any two old- 
fashioned members have a right to object 
to a modern interpretation of the ortho- 
dox ritual of the Synagogue, made by the 
entire body in the spirit of the day.”

On June 25, 1917, the more progrès- 
sive element of B’nai David Ohave 
nue building had outlived its usefulness, 
decided to buy the lot at 1910 Humboldt 
Boulevard, near Cortland Street, upon 
which was to be erected a synagogue 
strictly orthodox in spirit, but modern in 
form, under the old name of Ohave 
Zedek. And as at that time the pulpit of

B’nai M
N 1897 Isaac Sandusky, at the 
death of his mother, organized 
a minyan and rented a private 
house on Taylor Street, near 

Ashland Avenue, which he remodeled 
and made suitable for the purpose of 
holding daily services.

The first regular worshippers were :

N. B. Ettdson

George Pappas was made first presi-
After five years of worship in the im- 

families in the neighborhood made it de- 
venient place of worship, and plans were 
made for the erection of a new synagogue. 
A lot at 426 South Paulina Street (old 
number) was purchased and a one-story 
joining lot was bought, and in 1906 the 
second story was added and the whole
balcony for the women worshippers.

B’nai David Ohave Zedek was occupied 
by Israel Elfenbein, a thoroughly pro- 
gressive, albeit orthodox, rabbi, the plans 
for the new.home went forward with 
great enthusiasm.

After years of planning and effort the 
Humboldt Boulevard Temple was finally 
dedicated in September, 1921. Its present 
rabbi is Dr. Joseph Hevesh, and the fol- 
lowing are its officers :

L Kdl'en Trêïïura”

supported in greater part by its three 
auxiliaries: the Ladies’ Auxiliary of 
which Mrs. C. Polk is president, the 
Temple Center, over which William 
and Dramatic Club, which meets fort-

called to 
5 and re- 

-congre : ״
gation to this day. Under his leadership 
it has assumed a substantial position in the 
religious and communal activities _ of 
West Side Jewry. A loan association 
that has come to the aid of members of
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B’nai Reuben

J
'NAI REUBEN, composed of 
Libovsilcher Chassidim, was 
founded in 1901 at the home of 
Reuben Rissman, 10 Frank 

here the members worshipped for four years. The first officers were the 
following:

In 1905, a building was purchased on 
Sangamon Street, near Fourteenth, and 
five years later the congregation moved 
to a larger building on Paulina Street, 
near Twelfth.

At this time, Rabbi B. Goldénson be- 
came the spiritual mentor of the syna-

1910, and a Gcmilath Chassodim organ-

ized which has since aided many Jewish 
families in their time of financial need.

The past presidents of the congrcga- 
tion have been as follows:

Since 1918, B’nai Reuben has been es- 
tablished at 1112-16 Marshfield Avenue, 
ham Congregation. ' In it a large number

of orthodox interests are pursued, includ- 
ing a Talmud Torah attended by two 
hundred children and maintained by the 
congregation at a cost exceeding $8,000

Rabbi H. Rubenstein assumed the pul- 
pit in 1919, in which he has continued to 
the present.

The officers of the congregation are the 
following:

Elias Towbin, Vice-President
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B’nai Sholom Temple Israel

the spring of 1852 a group of 
BEjuM Jews from Polish Prussia 

M■! !these were commonly re■ 
|fes־j1i| ferred to as “Polish Jews,” 
though they spoke German) found them- 
selves part of the small Jewish commu- 

mon Harris, first president, on Clark 
Street between Washington and Madison. 
Rabbi A. Alexander officiated at these 
years was identified with the congrcga־ 
activities.

gun settling in Chicago. This group was 
comprised of:

S. Marks

With one more than a niinyan, the 
members of this group organized a con- 
gregation of their own, in May, 1852, less 
than five years after the organization of 
K. A. M., under the name of Kehilah 
B’nai Sholom (“Congregation of the 
Sons of Peace”). Services were first held 
in rooms above the clothing store of Solo- 

B'nai Sholom struggled along with a 
small membership for a number of years. 
In 1855 it worshipped in rooms over
born and Washington streets, and later, in 
a building that stood on the site of the old 
Grand Pacific Hotel, at the corner of 
Clark Street and Jackson Boulevard.

The congregation’s first own house of 
synagogue, at the time and for some years 
the finest in Chicago, costing $20,000, 
stood on a 100-foot lot on the northwest 
corner of Harrison Street and Fourth 
Avenue (Sherman Street). Harrison 
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Street, Fourth Avenue and Third Ave- 
nue (Plymouth Court) were then and un- 
til the fire of 1871, the Jewish quarter in 
Chicago. It was at the Harrison Street 
synagogue that Rabbi A. J. Messing, 
whose name later became synonymous 
with B’nai Sholom, first officiated in Chi- 
cago, from 1867 to 1870.

the formation of the congregation a La- 
dies’ Relief Society was formed. Relief 
Society No. 2 came shortly afteward, and 
in 1859 there was founded the B’nai 
Sholom Ladies’ Social Society, which 
proved quite as helpful in its way as do 
the Sisterhoodsand women'sauxilianesof 
this more advanced day. The first presi- 
dent of the Ladies’ Social Society was 
Mrs. Charles Cohen, wife of one of the

B’nai Sholom lost its handsome syna- 
gogue in the great fire of 1871. After the 
fire, the congregation worshipped for a 
time in a church at the corner’of Wabash 
Avenue and Harmon Court, and then 
erected its second synagogue on Michi-

teenth streets, adjoining the present site of 
St. Luke’s Hospital. Part of this old 
synagogue building is said to be still in 
now stands on the site.

B’nai Sholom continued to worship at 
its Michigan Avenue Synagogue until 

1886 when the building was sold, to the 
Beth Hamcdrash Hagodol Ub'nai Jacob 
Congregation, after B’nai Sholom had 
bought K. A. M.’s temple on Indiana 
Avenue and Twenty-sixth Street.

A notable rabbi of B’nai Sholom while 
the congregation worshipped in its sec- 
ond home, was Henry Gersoni, whom 
B’nai Sholom called to its pulpit in 1876. 
He filled the B’nai Sholom pulpit until

1880 but remained in Chicago two years

Starting as a strictly orthodox congre- 
gation, B’nai Sholom gradually swung 
toward reform views and practices. In 
1880, the year Gersoni left its pulpit, 
Minhag Polen was discarded in favor of 
Minhng elmerica; a mixed choir and 
family pews had been introduced some 
time before this, and as the years went 
on the congregation became more and 
more definitely reform in its tendencies, 
fluential career in* its third home, K. A;

Messing again brilliantly occupied the 
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pulpit until his retirement in 1906, when 
B'nai Sholorn joined forces with Temple

This consolidation was effected under 
the name of B'nai Sholorn Temple Israel 
which since 1914 has occupied the splcn-
southeast corner of Michigan Avenue 
and Fifty-third Street. From 1906 to 
1913, the consolidated congregation wor- 
shipped in Temple Israel's synagogue on 
the northwest corner of Forty-fourth 
Street and St. Lawrence Avenue.

Simon Richter was president of B'nai 
Sholorn for almost the entire period that 
it worshipped in its Indiana Avenue tern- 
plc, and later he served several terms as 
president of the united congregation.
the organization of the congregation in 
1852 until the consolidation in 1906, were 
as follows :

David Witktnvsky

Since the

S^kok'n”1"1'“1

r Charles Cohen
Philip Goldstein
M. Mitchell L. Fernbach

consolidation, Samuel
Schweitzer, Morris Mayer, and Simon 
Richter have filled the office of president. 

The rabbis of B'nai Sholorn until the 
consolidation were:

M. Spitz ,

Dr. Messing was rabbi of B’nai Sho* 
10m and Dr. Gerson B. Levi had just been 
named rabbi of Temple Israel (succeed- 
ing Rabbi Edward F. Baker who with 
Rabbi I. S. Moses were the only rabbis 
Temple Israel had) when the consolida- 
tion took place in 1906. Dr. Messing was 
pensioned and made rabbi emeritus, and 
Dr. Gerson B. Levi was made the rabbi

Sisterhood B'nai Sholorn Temple Israel 
came into existence simultaneously with 
the congregation and in the same way. 
The object of the organization is avow- 
cdly twofold, firstly, to assist the congre- 

gation materially, by a rendering of per- 
sonal service and by providing financial 
help; secondly, to foster the social spirit 
in congregational relationship.

The name "Ladies' Society" was 
changed to Sisterhood B’nai Sholorn 
came a member of the National Fcdera- 
tion of Temple Sisterhoods and in this 
connection a Happy Day and Memorial 
Fund was established to pay for an an- 
nual scholarship in the Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati and is known as 
the Gerson B. Levi Scholarship Fund.

Bible classes have been formed under 
the leadership of Dr. Gerson B. Levi.
condition and is well attended. Purim 
favors and Chanukah goodies arc fur- 
nished, as arc the hymn books for use in 
the school.

There are now over five hundred mem- 
bers in the Sisterhood, which is affiliated 
with the Travelers' Aid and Public 
Comfort Stations.

When the new community house on 
East Fifty-third Street and Michigan 
provided the furnishings. At the Com- 
ducted and opportunity to work is pro- 
vided the adult Jewish blind. So one of 
the activities that the organization has 
undertaken is to assist the blind in dis- 
posing of their handiwork and in that 
way make them self-supporting, as well 
the blind. Annual contributions arc also
at Western Springs, Rest Cottage, Mount 
Sinai Hospital, Jewish War Sufferers, 
Memorial Fund of the Jewish Charities, 
and the fund to be used by the Jewish 
Chaplain in Cook County and state in- 
stitutions.

A bed was endowed in Rest Cottage in 
memory of Rabbi Emeritus A. L. Mes-

The present officers arc:
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B’nai Zion of Rogers Park

J
'NAI ZION belongs to that
6ed as conservative and affih 
ated with the lloited Syna 

America. Such a coogregarioo
became a necessity ■0 1918 in answer to
community m Rogers Park. 'I he organ* 
izers and first officers were

ALVan G.ïà״"
Philip Klafter

Edward Steif Nelson C. Stein Leo M. Waldman.,

Rabbi Lassen took over the spiritual 
leadership of the coogregarioo in Septem

zations are bending all their efforts 
toward the building of a new Temple, 
the old building at 1715 Lunt Avenue 
having been outgrown by the enlarging

bcr, 1919, and is largely responsible for 
the four successful years it has known
organization of ISO families; a Sister- 
hood of 170 members, presided over by 
Mrs. Morris Joseph; a Hebrew School 
with an attendance of 70 and three teach-
of 160; a Young People's organization;
services every Saturday; and a normal 
school for the training of Sunday School 
teachers.

M. L. GordonM. Joseph
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Chicago Sinai

J
HICAGO SINAI CONGRE- 
GATION was called into be- 
ing to satisfy an urgent demand 
that made itself felt early in 

the community, for a liberal and pro­
gressive form of Judaism. Its existence 
dates from April 7, 1861, when the name 
was chosen and a constitution adopted. 
The constitution, which remains practi- 
caliy unaltered to this day, is an 
spoken statement of the founders' 
and purposes. Its preamble dcplor 
fact that “there appears to exist a
religious matters" and that, "on the t 
hand, Jewish religious life, clingir
taken its course in a direction of whic 
cannot approve." As a means of 
tuting the original spirit of simpl 
purity and sublimity in Judaism,' 
vice ... in consistence with the la 
reason and truth ... such as will 

based on erroneous conceptions, and the 
substitution of others more vital, more 
truthful and more apt to advance its pro- 
lessors to a higher stage of perfection."

In this spirit, Sinai has been a leader in 
many daring innovations which, begin-
moval of hats during worship, have gone

Sinai has had only four rabbis in all its 
long history previous to the present year 
(1923): Bernard Felsenthal, who led 
the movement culminating in its estab- 
lishment, and who served from 1861 to 
1864; Dr. I. Chronic, 1866-71 ; Dr. Kauf- 
man Kohler, now president emeritus of 
Hebrew Union College, 1871-79; and Dr. 
Emil G. Hirsch, who brought outstand- 
ing renown to himself and to Sinai dur- 
ing his forty-two years’ incumbency from 
September 5, 1880, to his death, January 
7, 1923. The present occupant is Dr. 
Ixruis L. Mann, of New Haven, Connec-





ticut, whom the congregation decided to 
invite to its pulpit at the annual meeting, 
April 22, 1923, and who entered upon his 
duties September 1, 1923.

Although it is universally conceded 
that Dr. Hirsch, more than any other,

Assisting Moses E. Greenebaum in his 
multiple responsibilities as president are

Godfrey Snydacker, 18S0-S3 Berthold Loewenthal, 188386־
Joseph L. Gatzert, 188696־Albert Fishell, 1896-99 Adolph Loeb, 1899-1902Harry Hart, 1902-06

thirty-five years, during which Sinai has 
accomplished its greatest progress, the of- 
lice has been held without exception by 
men of big mind, high executive ability 
and indefatigable industry. Since its in- 
ception, Sinai has had fourteen presi- 
dents, nine serving during the first twcn- 
ty-five years, and five during the last thir- 
ty-seven years. The list complete is as 
follows :

 1861J. M. Stine, 1863-65 Godfrey Snydacker, 1865-67 Simon Florsheim, 1867-68 Elias Greenebaum, 1868-70־63
Gustave Eliel, 1870-73 Berthold Loewenthal, 1873-77 Godfrey Snydacker, 1877-78 Berthold Loewenthal, 1878-79

Julius Rosenwald, vice-president; A. G. 
Becker, treasurer; S. D. Schwartz, finan- 
cial secretary; Henry L. Stern, recording 
secretary  ; and the directorate :

Charles Shaffner

gSÎ'”1'
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The present Temple, at Forty-sixth 

Street and Grand Boulevard, is Sinai’s 
fourth. It was completed in 1911, as the 
result of efforts begun upon Greene- 
baum’s accession to the presidency in 
1906, to secure a location more accessible 
to the membership than was the preccd- 
ing one at Indiana Avenue and Twenty- 
first Street. It was erected at a cost ex- 
ceeding one-half million dollars, and to- 
gether with the Social Center Building 
a million dollars. Its exterior and inte- 
rior are a. triumph of dignified beauty, 
and constitute one of the finest houses of 

first reform temple, which has grown to 
such proportions in the life of its ad- 
herents and the community at large.

Emil G. Hirsch Center
Dedicated March 5,1912, as the “Sinai 

joining the temple immediately attracted 
thousands who had eagerly awaited its 
social, educational and recreational ad- 
vantages. Its platform of service was as 
broad as that of its parent structure on 
whose facade are graven the words, 
“Mine House shall be a House of Prayer 
for all Nations.” That the Social Center

open to those of all creeds, and many are 
the non-Jewswho have found inspiration 
in its great auditorium, or availed them- 
selves of the benefits of the Social Center.

Today, its membership of 900 consti- 
tutes a stronghold of reform Judaism, one 
of the foremost in the country. With the 
accession of its fifth rabbi to the pulpit, 
a new epoch begins for this historic con- 
ership among the exponents of reform, 
that the stream of its influence will con- 
tinue to broaden, in the future as in the 
past, is but to be expected of this the city’s

was indeed patterned after the Temple 
may be seen from this statement, pub- 
lished in a prospectus issued in 1914:
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Ralph Rosenthal, president; Jerome 
Frank, vice-president; Edgar N. Greene- 
baum, treasurer; S. Sidney Stein, corres- 
ponding secretary, and E. O. Freund, fi- 
nancial secretary.

Under S. D. Schwartz, who became 
executive director in 1916, the Center 
with its membership of more than 7,500, 
has become a vital factor in local Jewish 
activities. As Schwartz himself has said.

The Center furnishes a meeting place 

Emil G. Hirsch Social Center, 4622 Grand Boulevard

for many of the largest Jewish organiza- 
tions of the city, among which may be 
mentioned, the Council of Jewish 
Women, Chicago Woman's Aid, De-
Mothers’ Aid of the Chicago Lying-In 
Hospital, Sarah Grccnebaum Lodge, 
Sinai Temple Sisterhood, and others.

The Educational Department has 
grown to great size, conducting study
the pertinent issues of the day. The lec- 
bers, before whom the most able educa- 
tors in this country and Europe appear 
day evening lectures, and the informal 
discussion groups on other evenings, have 
become an established institution in the 
lives of thousands of Chicagoans, Jews

Through its Dramatic Department the 
Center has stimulated wide interest in the 
art theater, and developed the dramatic 
capabilities of a great number. The
own plays but have also taken an influen- 
tial part in the theater work of other or- 
ganizations, thus helping to popularize 
the “Little Theater” movement in Chi- 
cago. The department is in charge of 
May Donnally Kelso.

The Department of Music consists of
exceptionally high order and of classes in 

piano and violin studies. 
The opera club is headed 
by William Beazley, and 
produces its own oper- 
edies for patrons of the 
Center. The orchestra, 
conducted by Maurice 
Goldblatt, supplies the 
music for various occa-
concerts.

An Athletic Depart- 
ment with an enrollment 
of over two thousand, and 
a comprehensive equip- 
ment, attests the value of 
the physical culture work 
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being done by the Center. The gym־ 
nasium, directed by Dr. Morris Berk, 
and the natatorium, in charge of George 
cellcncc of appointment and their thor- 
swimming championships has come to be 
looked for from the representatives of 
Sinai, of which subject something is said 
in Section II, under the heading, “Ath-

The foregoing, of necessity, sketches
gram which ranges from sewing lessons 
to courses m sociolngy, from ballroom 
dancing to Wagnerian recitals The num
into many thousands annually, which of

ter as well as of the greater institution 
whose offspring it is.

Temple Sisterhood
Chicago Sinai Temple Sisterhood was 

founded in 1914 “to foster the social life 
of the congregation ; to awaken and stim-
school ; to assist in the formation and su-

activities of Sinai Social Center." The 
organizers were, Mrs. James Witkowsky, 
who was elected first president, and 
served three annual terms, 19141917־; 
M -- I in. in M amici 1-r 'ן•'! Mir 
president* Mrs Martin Barbe. Mrs 
Charles Haas, Mrs Emil G Hirsch 
Mrs Hannah G Solomon Mrs Leo 
Straus. Mrs Moses A Weinberg, and 
Dr Emil G Hirsch, who was honorary 
president until his death

The present administration is com* 
prised of the following

itself indicates the importance of the 
place it occupies and the work it does.

Early in 1923 its name was changed to 
“Emil G. Hirsch Center," in respect to 
the memory of him who had contributed 
so largely to the development of the Cen־ Mr*. Emil G. Hirsch Mrs. Jame* Witkowsky



To the Sisterhood is due the organiz- 
ing of rhe Junior Auxiliary, and the Par- 
ent-Tcachers’ Association of Sinai Re- 
ligious School. Another achievement, in 
line with Sinai's advanced attitude, was 
the securing of two places for women on

The managing of the social functions 
of the Sabbath school,and the weekly pro- 
grams of the congregation as well as its 
tasks of the women of Sinai. During the 

ing themselves in the Jewish students at 
the University of Chicago, seeing to their 
comfort and entertainment. Another stu- 
a dormitory at the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege, for which the Sisterhood obtained 
$3,600.
the National Federation of Temple Sis- 
terhoods, and recently sent the President, 
Mrs. Martin Barbe, to represent it at the

Numbering 564 members, Chicago
instrument and one of the most potent in
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Temple Emanuel
EMPLE EMANUEL was or- 
ganized with a membership of 
fourteen in 1880, as an ortho- 
dox congregation. Its first 

place of worship was on the corner of 
Blackhawk and Sedgwick streets, and its 
first president was Zacharias Sinzheimer.
church building at 280 Franklin Street 
ship, which by that time had grown to 
thirty. The reform tendency was gradu- 

Charles Plot'ke

introduced. Little of note disturbed the 
even tenor of the congregation's days for 
the next few years and in 1894 the mem-
gamation with Emanuel of Or Chodosh.
found that many of its members had
Baptist church at the corner of Belden 
Avenue and Halsted Street was rented for 
a year or two while plans were drawn and 
perfected for the erection of a new tern- 
pie. In the course of time an imposing 
temple was erected on Buckingham 

home of Emanuel Congregation until 
1916 when it was badly damaged by fire.

It was completely rebuilt and enlarged, 
and re-dedicated April 201917 ,21־.

Following Sinsheimer in the presi-

The present incumbent, Samuel Weis- 
berg, assumed the presidency in 1923. His 
fellow officers are :

Marcus Weil, Vice-President

Sidney L. Pollack

gregation Emanuel has had but six rabbis

with Dr. Felix A. Levy, the present in- 
cumbent occupying the pulpit since 1908. 
The others in the order of their service 
were the Reverend Mr. Austrian. Rabbi 
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Dr. Emanuel Schreiber, who came in 
November, 1899, and Leo Mannheimer, 
who rendered temporary service by fill- 
ing in the gap between 1907 and 1908.
three hundred members during the in- 
cumbency of the present rabbi. The re­

ligious school has nearly three hundred 
and fifty children registered. Affiliated 
with the congregation are a Sisterhood 
with five hundred members, a Young 
People’s Auxiliary, a Junior Alliance 
with a total of more than two hundred 
members, a Boy Scout Troop, and a 
Men’s Club.

Ezrath Israel

ZRATH Israel Congregation 
sprang from a movement in 
the pioneer synagogue of the 
Northwest Side which was 

known as the Shober Street Shut, so 
called because its little frame building 
was situated at 758 Shober Street (now 
represented a consolidation in 1895 of a 
Russian and a Hungarian chevra.

B. Hindsill was the first president. 
During his incumbency a cottage at 1237 
Shober Street, between Division and Po- 
tomac, was bought and remodeled. In 
1912 the old structure was sold, and 

through the efforts of Hindsill and other 
leading members, the $20,000 needed for 
the purchase of the present building 
at Artesian and Potomac avenues was 
raised, besides an additional $7,000 for 
improving the structure.

The first president in the new building
The first rabbi or me congregation. M. 
Deutsch, resigned in 1907 and was sue- 
cecded by Rabbi H. Rosenblum.

The congregation now numbers over 
150, and is very active in orthodox con-* 
cerns. Three shacrith services, two Min•
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Isaiah Temple

J
N offshoot of Zion Congrega- 
tion, Isaiah was formed Octo- 
her 24, 1895, to provide a con- 
venient house of v 

nbers of Zion and o
and found the temple at י 
tant from their new homes.

Isaiah, the first Jewish cong 
America to be named after 
Prophets, adopted a constiti 

innovation, single and marr 
were admitted to membership 
horn Prayer-Book, translated 
lish, was chosen as the ritual, 
resolved to hold Sabbath serv 
urday morning, with an addit

The first officers to be elei
lowing:

Dr. Joseph Stolz, who had 
ing at Zion as successor to Dr. 
thal, was elected rabbi for a t 
years, and has continued in tf 
the present, his notable incun

T^ Oakland Club Hall, E 

temporary quarters, to which : 
heirloom of their family, was 
Elias and Henry Greenebau 
the first services were held, 
1896, the inauguration sermons being 
preached by Dr. Stolz, Dr. Emil G. 
Jones of All-Souls Church. On the 
following day, Henry Grecnebaum for- 
mally installed the Rabbi, and Dr. E. 
Schreiber, of Toledo, pronounced the 

once, with Isaac S. Rothschild, Minna 

Stein, Cora Daniels, Meta Buxbaum, 
Etta Weil, Pansy Schlossman, and Edna 
Harris as volunteer teachers.

b was formed the 
once instituted the

The congregation progressed rapidly 
by reason of the zeal and self-sacrifice of 
its members and their harmonious coop- 
eration with their rabbi. Determined to 
have their own house of worship without 
delay, on March 10, 1898, they purchased 
a lot at Vincennes Avenue and Forty-fifth 
Street, southeast corner, for the sum of 
412,500. On this site, at the time almost 
the extreme southern boundary of the
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Jewish population, an imposing temple 
was built, designed by the eminent archi- 
tect Dankmar Adler, and costing $50,000. 
It was the first Jewish temple in Chicago 
to have a separate annex for the religious 
school and community house.

The cornerstone was laid September 
11,1898, with Dr. Isaac M. Wise, of Cin-
March' 17, 1899, the consecration took 
place, when three impressive services 

well as Christian divines.
The president at the time of the dedi- 

cation was Adolf Kraus. He was elected 
in November, 1898, and for twenty sue- 
cessive years thereafter he presided over 
the congregation, being then named hon- 
ment from active direction of the Tern- 
plc, in 1918, he was succeeded by Nathan 
Herzog, who has been president ever

Many memorable services were held in 
this temple, among which may be men- 
tioned the following:
dent of the Hebrew Union College, held in 1900,

1901, at which tile Honorable Samuel Alscliulcr

th^lOOS.11 1"rll"l“> “ltll״״l "
The founding of the Kallab by tire Chicago Rab-

Protestor Gotthard Deutsch, <9 Cincinnati. _

Mrs. Elnu ^Ehrlich Levingerwriring ftw tbe ooca״ 

in honor of the' ^3 ran■ of the congregation and re-

the World War; Judge Ol«11 being the guest of
Under the guidance of Dr. Stolz, 

Isaiah Temple has achieved a wide repu- 
tation for hospitality and tolerance. 
Many of the rabbis of the land, university 
professors, and Christian ministers have 
spoken from its platform, as well as such 
distinguished visitors from abroad as Dr. 
Schmarya Levin, Birnbaum, Brainin, 
Slouschz, and Faitlowitsch,

On the other hand, Dr. Stolz has par- 
other organizations and forces working

I ihc gcm-ral wdlirr.״״ r the״i
He has delivered the Conference Sermon.

NATHAN HERZOG was born In Chicago, February M, 
and Malia F. (Alpiner) 

the Chautauqua Sermon, the Laureate 
Oration at the Hebrew Union College, 
the Elks' Memorial Service, an address 
at the installation of Dr. Kaufman 
Kohler as president of the Hebrew Union 
College, the memorial address for Dr. 
Gotthard Deutsch, an address at the 
founding of the Congress of Religions, 
and the address at the dedication of the 
tablet on the Post-office by the Jewish 
Historical Society of Illinois. All these 
orations have been printed. Dr. Stolz has 
participated in numerous dedications of 
temples in other cities, and in many other 
ways has brought wide and favorable at- 
tention to the congregation with which he 
has been identified so long.

As time went on, the removal of many 
of the members farther south and cast 
made it advisable to seek another loca-





lion, and accordingly, in 1919, the tern- 
to a Baptist church for the sum of 
$60,000, the last services of Isaiah being 
held there on Shemini Atzereth, 1921.

A lot 300 feet square was then bought 
at the northeast corner of Hyde Park 
Boulevard and Greenwood Avenue, for 
$85,000. The building thereon, an old 
mansion, was remodeled for use as a com- 
munity center, and is being used for meet- 
ings, school sessions and services during 
the construction of the new temple. This, 
designed by Alfred Alschulcr, is expected 
to be architecturally one of the most dis- 
tinctive temples in the city. Its cost will 
be $350,000.

The cornerstone for the new temple 
was laid May 6, 1923, with exercises typ- 

one of the largest and most active con- 
gregations in the Middle West.
members of the directorate, now de- 
ceased, were especially active: Judge 
Philip Stein, A. B. Seelenfreund, and 
Harold D. Wile.

The present officers of the Temple are :

William D. Lederer

Albert Eger

its completion and dedication, soon to 
take place. Isaiah will be housed in an 
ideal structure, adequate to its needs as David Plädier Rudolph Wollner. '
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Isaiah Woman’s Club
The Women’s Club of Isaiah Temple, 

now known as Isaiah Woman’s Club, was 
organized June 27, 1896, with the fol- 
lowing officers:

Mrs. Bertha Powell,President

Mrs. Joseph M. Wile, Financial Secretary.
In the many years that have passed, 

the Woman’s Club has been a bulwark of 
strength and an assurance of success in 
all undertakings. The supervision of so- 
cial affairs, direction of the religious 
school, and of the Junior organization, 
have always been largely in the hands of 
the women of Isaiah. During the World 
War, they engaged intensively in pa- 
triotic service of every available kind, 
and in war-relief activities many of them 
were to be found in the women’s division. 
Their work on behalf of the new temple 
now going up was notable, and its great 
organ, to cost $25,000, will be their gift.

Its presidents in the past were as fol-

Mrs. Bertha H. Powell, 1896-99 Mrs. Garson Meyers, 1899-1903 
Mrs. Joseph M. Wile, 1903-07 Mrs. M. J. Freiler, 1907-09 Mrs. Bertha Fiersheim, 1909-11 
Mrs. Annette W. Hamburger, 1911-12 Mrs. Nalhan^Heizog, 191243^ 
Mrs. Aaron W. Purvin, 191517־ Mrs. Leo Goldsmith, 1917-19 Mrs. Minnie Kraus, 191921־ 
Mrs. Abraham Weil, 1921-23.

Officers for the current term follow:
Mrs. Abraham Weil, President Mrs. David Plaelzer) .״ ״,־״  ,, Mrs. Frank Harris jVtce-Prestdents
Mrs. Joseph Stolz, Recording Seetetaty $

Mrs. Lewis De Costa Mrs. John Magnus Mrs. Bertha Flersheim Mrs. Louis M. Nachman Mrs. Abraham Hartman Mrs. Nath. H. Rosenthal 
Mrs. Julius Katz Mrs. W. M. RosenthalMrs. I. Kolb Mrs. Philip SteinMrs. Ferdinand Koretz Miss Flora Sulzberger Mrs. MarkusLevi _ Mrs, J. S. Treuman.

Tempi!e Judea

1‘jy^lEMPI.E JUDEA is one of the 
IWHBjiî reform temples of Chicago 
MUH, which grew out of the rcaliza- 

tion that the younger genera- 
tion of the community was losing touch 
with orthodox religious practices. It was 
in the fall of 1913, at Rosh Haihonah scr- 
vices, that two members of the Lawndale 
community, Dr. A. H. C. Goldfine and 
Herman Moment, decided that the estab- 
lishment of a progressive congregation 
was a necessity in Lawndale. A meeting 
was arranged at Dr. Goldfine’s home on 
October 16, and a campaign to arouse 
interest in the project was started. On 
October 31 an organization meeting was 
held and the name “Temple Judea” 
draft a constitution, which was finally 
adopted on March 2, 1914, at which

time the first officers of Temple Judea 
were elected. These were:

The constitution provided for a syna- 
gogue progressive not only in its form^of 
ism, but also in its form of organization. 
It provided for equal suffrage for women 
and it gave women the right to serve on 
the board of directors of the Temple.

The first Friday evening services were 
held in a small room in the Douglas Park 
Auditorium on February 27,1914. Rabbi 
George Zepin, head of the Department of 
Synagogue and School Extension of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions, officiated and delivered the sermon,



emphasizing the need of modernizing the 
synagogue if it would extend its appeal 
to the Jewish youth. At his suggestion, 
also, the Temple Judea Woman’s Club 
was organized on March 2, 1914, and the 
following officers were elected :

The Woman’s Club thus came into be- 
ihg almost as soon as the Temple was or- 
ganized, and has been actively identified 
with its activities throughout the nine 
years of its existence.

By the fall of 1914 the congregation 
had grown large enough to undertake the 
engaging of a rabbi. A call was sent to 
Rabbi A. J. Messing of Bloomington, 
Illinois, who accepted and began his du- 
ties on Rosh Hashonah, 1914. Through-
were held in the main hall of the Douglas 
Park Auditorium. The average attend- 
ance was no less than a thousand. With 
the coming of the rabbi, the Sunday 
school was opened. It grew steadily and 
to-day has a regular attendance of four 
hundred children.

gregation decided that it must have a 
permanent home. During the holiday 

services in 1915 sufficient money was 
pledged to make possible the purchase of 
a lot for the future home of the temple. 
A lot was selected on Independence 
Boulevard just south of Roosevelt Road.

In the same year Temple Judea Auxil-

Ibert Bl
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the Temple J udea Auxiliary, working to- 
gethcr, held a great bazaar upon the 
temple lot, through which sufficient

The building committee, headed by 
George B. Kurtzon, decided to begin 
with the erection of a community center 
building upon the rear of the lot, post- 
poning the erection of the temple proper

The cornerstone of the community ccn- 
ter was laid on Sunday, October 1, 1916, 
and the building was dedicated on Sun- 
day, March 17,1917.

At this time Rabbi Messing was forced,

out of considerations of health, to with- 
draw from active service in the pulpit.
In June, 1917, Dr. Rudolph I. Coffee, 
then heading the Social Service Depart- 
ment of the B’nai B'rith of Chicago, ac-
pit of Temple Judea.

Dr. Coffee occupied the pulpit until 
the spring of 1920, when he was called to 
a Toledo, Ohio, pulpit, and Rabbi Leon
of Judea.

The presidents of Temple Judea have 
been Dr. Samuel Metcoff, 1914-1915;

Herman Moment, 1915-1916; Dr. H. B. 
Shapiro, 1916-1918; George B. Kurtzon, 
1918-1919; Dr. A. H. C. Goldfine, 1919- 
1922; Lewis J. Kite, 1922-1923. The

®Jvicc-PrcsidentsJoseph M. Schatz^Henry A. Cohen, Secretary

Dr. S. Abrahamson

Mrs. I׳'. J. Abrams Max N. Block
B. Nathan
A. Rnftlson Henry Rciopfcl Dr. S. Remington

S. B. Komaikô



SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES

Kehilath Anshe Dorum
IEHILATH Anshe Dorum 
I (South Side Hebrew Congre- 
I gregation) was organized in 
I 1888, its leading founders be-
oilowing:

Louis Rosenbaum was preside: 
of which services were conducted
South Side Turner Hall, on State near 
Thirty-first Street. H. Farber, the first 
rabbi, occupied the pulpit only a short 
time and was followed by Rabbi M. Un- 
gerleider, later superintendent of the 
nation, Dr. Samuel N. Deinard became 
the rabbi, serving until 1902.

In 1901-02, during Dr. Deinard’s in- 
cumbcncy, the congregation erected a 
temple at 3432-36 Indiana Avenue. 
Shortly thereafter, Dr. Deinard accepted 
a call from Minneapolis, and in Septem- 
ber, 1902, Dr. A. B. Yudclson became 
rabbi of Kehilath Anshe Dorum.

center was built, consisting of a large 
auditorium, twelve classrooms, social 
halls, and all modern appointments. This 
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was in 1915, since which time the activ- 
ities in the new building have been de- 
voted largely to Jewish education. The
Educational Center, an organization 
which conducted Hebrew classes there 
daily, until September, 1922.

Dr. Yudelson’s long service at Anshc

Dorum came to an end in 1916 when he 
resigned to devote himself to the practice 
of medicine. He was succeeded by Rabbi

The current officers are:

Kehilath Anshe Ma’ariv
IATRIARCH among Chicago’s
I Kehilath Anshe Ma’ariv (the 

- 1 Congregation of the Men of
the West) enjoys the distinction of being 
the first synagogue established in the
1847, when a little group met al
ized the congregation. It ph 
first seeds of Judaism in Chicag 
far west, and from its loins hat 
three of our leading temples, Si: 
and Isaiah.

and the 
sprung 
i, Zion,

The story of the early Chicago Je 
community is largely the story of 1
tion of this work. From the tit 
1855 on the site of the present p 
it has flourished and grown stea 
til in 1919 its fourth structure at 
Avenue and Thirty-third Street
its predecessors, was vacated to n־ 
for a still more commodious and 
sive home. The Indiana Avene 
ing, outgrown and now a part of
was erected in 1891 at a cost, including 
the furnishings, of almost SI50,000, and

was broken on February 12, 1923, and
Passover. A stately and beautiful struc- 
ture, it will have every accommodation

was for years the finest of its kind in the 
city. To such proportions, in a little over 
three decades, had grown the congrega- 
tion which Abraham Kohn had boasted 
in 1857 possessed property amounting to 
$1.200 with encumbrances of $2,800, and 
which paid its rabbi the then munificent 
salary of $1,0001

hundred members is located at Drexel 
Boulevard and Fiftieth Street. Ground

the congregation could suggest.
From January I, 1920, when the last 

services were held in the Indiana Avenue 
temple, until the new home is completed 
the congregation is worshiping in tempo- 
rary quarters. For two years the Abra- 
ham Lincoln Center was used, and start- 
ing January I, 1923, services have been 
held at the Hyde Park Presbyterian 
Church.



Tobias Schanfarber, who has occu 
the pulpit since January, 1901. Ex 
Liebman Adler, Dr. Schanfarber 
served the congregation for a grt 
consecutive period than any other r 
in its long history. During his ser 
has been prominently identified 
many phases of communal as well a 
ligious endeavor. His predecessor 
the order of their incumbency, were: 

'854-1855
G^M. Cohen,^55^^

Schnadig, who was called to his position 
in 1917 and has been reelected each sue- 
cessivc year. Immediately preceding him 
beloved member, recently deceased, and 
M. M. Gerstley, who presided over the 
congregation for thirty years. The com- 

is as follows:

President Schnadig’s associate officers

mTV'al'Äz״
Mrs. L. Robecliek

Edwin Stiefel Louis Weil

From the list of trustees, it may be 
seen that the congregation accords its 
women parity with the men. Indeed, K. 
A. M., which began as a “moderate” re- 
form temple and whose conservatism

of Sinai, has gradually adopted a more 
forty years it has been regarded as defi- 
nitely aligned with the advanced reform 
movement.

With its removal farther south, to a 10- 
cation more accessible and serviceable to 
its members, K. A. M. regards its new 
temple as a center from which will radi- 
ate Jewish inspiration and effort in great- 
er measure than ever before.

Woman's Auxiliary
One of the most progressive of the 

women’s organizations in the city is K. 
A. M. Woman’s Auxiliary. It was 
founded in 1901, in the same year when 
Dr. Schanfarber became rabbi, the or- 
ganizers being Mrs. Isaac Block, who be- 
came the first president; Mrs. Tobias 
Schanfarber, the first vice-president; 
Mrs. Louis Benjamin, Mrs. Israel 
Cowen, Mrs. D. Frochlichstein, Mrs. 
Henry Gerstley, Mrs. David Pfaelzer, 
Mrs. Jacob Sloss, and Mrs. Samuel Spitz. 
Mrs. Max Falk was elected the first treas- 
tirer, and Mrs. E. Buxbaum the first sec-

In addition to Mrs. Block, the past 
bias Schanfarber, Mrs. J. Sloss, Mrs. D.





Froehlichstein, Mrs. H. Gerstley, and 
Celia Adler.

The present officers of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary are the following:

The purpose of the Auxiliary is stated 
to be “the religious, social and intel- 
its accomplishments have been much 
properly summed up in that phrase. The 
establishment of the Miriam Club, for 
example, stands out as an achievement in 
which the women of K. A. M. played a 
merit, and a wide range of charitable ef- 
fort arc also to be credited to the Auxil- 
iary. As illustrative of the latter, there

and help toward furnishing a chaplain in 
penal institutions. In public campaigns 
for local charities or war relief, the 
women of the Auxiliary have always 
offered their aid freely.

They likewise busy themselves with an 
abundance of Temple interests. The li- 
brary and the Sabbath school, which in- 
eludes a free school for the poor, enter- 
tainments and dinners, dances and other 
functions for the young, are but a few of 
the tasks they set themselves. As their 
gift to the new temple, they recently ne-
the great new organ which is used there.

The Auxiliary holds membership in 
the National Association of Temple Sis- 
terhoods. It is also affiliated with He-

which it has

Alumni

ihed in 1920, with the aim in view of 
irthering the intellectual and social 
ell-being of its members. Its president 
Louis Weinberg, the other officers be-

The present membership of the Alum- 
ni is about forty.

The K. A. M. Junior Alumni is com- 
posed of the confirmants of each year. 
After membership in this organization 
for two years or more, they become mem- 
bers of the older group. They also consti- 
tute the high school class of the Sabbath 
School. Norman Keller is its president, 
and Jeanette Goldberg its secretary.
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Kehilath Jacob
EHILATH JACOB CON- 
GREGATION was founded 
by a small group of immi- 
grants who came to Chicago at 

different periods, from Drohitchin, a
earliest comers organized themselves in- 
to the “Drohitchin Landsmanshaft.” As 
their numbers grew by later arrivals in 
the late ’80s, they formed a congregation 
in the fall of 1890, taking out a charter 
under the name “Kehilath Jacob.” A flat 
was rented on Pacific Avenue, the immi-
the name placed over the entrance.
the railroads encroaching upon it, the
Jefferson and adjoining streets. The 

synagogue followed and was installed 
again in a flat at Kramer and Jefferson 
streets, where the members worshipped 
for a number of years until with an in- 
ity, the congregation felt equal to the 
task of acquiring a building of its own.
ter Avenue (now Racine) near Taylor 
modeled. Here the congregation grew 
and won recognition under the leadership 
of Rabbi Samuel Shach.

Withthemovement to the new Douglas
Kehilath Jacob joined in ever-increasing 
was sold and in the summer of 191 J*two 
lots were purchased on the corner of



Douglas Boulevard and Hamlin Avenue, 
r_a—״a״^ Square. Plans 

1 adequate facilities,

ing without delay. The cost was consid- 
erably reduced by contributions of ma-

various “privileges” of the dedication. 
The annex to the synagogue, erected to

terial and labor made by a number of the 
ing trade. Almost all the carpenter work 
was thus done free of charge.

Under the efforts of the Building Com- 
mittee, headed by A. Eisenstein, chair- 
man, S. Eisenstein, treasurer, and H. 
Hackman, secretary, the outer construe- 
tion work was completed by May, 1916.

The work was now carried further by 
a committee which organized and con- 
ducted a bazaar on the premises May 2- 
14, which netted $5,000. Nathan Shure 
was chairman of the Bazaar Committee, 
and Emil Braude, A. Eisenstein, Adolph 
Braude and Sam Welensky acted as vice- 
presidents, secretary and treasurer, re­
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house the educational and social activities 
of the congregation, was completed in 
August.

With the building completed active 
efforts began at once to make the syna- 
educational activities in the neighbor-

was the demand for instruction that it be- 
came necessary to buy. the property in 

goguc to enlarge the school, as well as to 
tivities which soon taxed the congrega- 
tion's equipment. Besides the Hebrew 
day school, a free Sabbath school is held 
every Saturday morning.

To provide students and lovers of He- 
brew in the neighborhood with Hebrew 
literature, a splendid library of Hebraica 
has been fitted out. The donors of the 
Hebrew volumes were B. Horwich, Ber- 
enstein and Berenstein, Welensky and 
Goldberg, M. Kurtzon, Emil Braude, 
Alex Eisenstein and Sam Isenstein. Eng- 
lish books are also to be found in the li-
Mrs. Mandel Shure, in memory of their 
daughter, Rochelle. Shure is chairman 
of the library and the Hebrew school.

Kehilath Jacob has succeeded in inter- 
csting its young. Thirty boys are enrolled 
in a Choral Club which studies and pre- 
sems traditional and other Jewish music, 
taking part occasionally in the Saturday 
morning service. A children’s play room 
gives scope to the modern methods of
minds of the very young. In the activ- 
ities of Kehilath Jacob, the best ideals of 
modern social service are carried out, and 
the result is seen in the steady progress of 
the congregation.

The current officers are:
M. I. Sachs, Vice-President

Kneseth Israel Nusach Sfard

OR some months before the first 
of January, 1921, Benjamin 
Lehtman labored to realize a 
dream he had long cherished 

of uniting three of the small congrega- 
tions on the West Side into one body that 
should establish a really inspiring ortho- 
dox temple of worship in the Lawndale

The three original congregations were :
Taylor Street, Anshe Ma'ariv Nusach

Sfard, at Homan Avenue and Fifteenth 
Street, and the Congregation Nusach 
Sfard, at Fourteenth and Sangamon

Finally, on January 1, 1921, with the 
aid of Aaron Freedman, I. Korogodsky, 
Sam Reitman and David Schaffner, 
Lehtman effected the consolidation un- 
der the name of Kneseth Israel Nusach 
Sfard, and in the course of a few months 
there was erected at 1308-12 Indcpend-
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Mishna Ugmoro

iHEVRA MISHNA UGMO- 
RO was organized in 1890
Its personnel was ultra-ortho­

accord with the strict interpretation of 
the Shulchan Oruch.

A flat above a store was rented at the 
corner of Jefferson Street and Wilson Av- 
enue (now Thirteenth Street), where

Rabbi Simon H. Album, who came 
from Russia in 1891, after a search for a 
congregation that could measure up to 
his extreme orthodoxy, chose Mishna Ug- 
moro. After a short time, he was elected 
rabbi and thenceforward, for thirty 
his death in 1921.

Under Rabbi Album, Mishna Ugmoro

became the abiding place of those who
Law. One of their rules was that no one 
might be elected to office in the congre- 
gation who was not a strict observer of 
the Sabbath. Most of the members were
to gather daily for collective study, Rabbi

Among the earliest of these members 
were the following:
Bezalel Gorchaltoff

When the membership had increased 
sufficiently, a lot was purchased at 29 
O'Brien Street, where a synagogue was 
erected in 1895. Later some of the mem- 
bers moved to the Lawndale district and 
to serve their needs a branch of the con- 
gregation was established at 1321 South 
Spaulding Avenue. This has continued 
large number come for daily prayers and

Mishna Ugmoro has never swerved 
from its early code. To-day, under Rabbi 
Harris Alschwang, its two hundred mem- 
bers are considered the most strictly or- 
thodox group in the entire country. The 
congregation's cemetery at Waldheim is 
considered so sacred that it is an unusual 
privilege to be buried there, and the mem­
acceptance of non-members for interment

To Mishna Ugmoro belongs the credit 
of having organized the first Gemilath 
Chassodim (loan society) in Chicago. 
This proved signally successful and was 
the means of saving many a Jewish family 
from distress when in temporary need. 
Its plan was widely followed by groups 
in other cities as well as here.

The present officers are as follows :
M. Simon )״ n ..
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11 ־-.׳ ׳^<  ITU the gradual buildinj 
i'VÄ A'; the Jewish community 
HmImH far North Side, a prog 
[jSgËga Jewish congregation bet 
real necessity. The great distance 
travelled to other sections of th 
threatened a minimizing of religic 
servances, especially in the youngt 
of the community with grave conct 

The situation was discussed at the 
of Hyman Holsman, by several re: 
of the North Shore with Rabbi S 
S. Cohon, then connected with Zion 

new congregation was arranged for Janu- 
arv 12, 1919.

*The formal organization meeting took 
place on January 27. A large and en- 
thusiastic group attended. From a num- 
ber of names submitted, that of “Temple 
Mizpah” was chosen. In the desire to in- 
troduce the spirit of democracy into both 
management and worship of the congre- 
gation, it was resolved to extend the priv- 
ilege of full membership to women as

Temple Mizpah, Morse and Ashland avenues
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was duly organized and elected the fol-

and social center at Morse and Ashland 
avenues. The temple will have a seat- 
ing capacity of 1,700. The center will 
contain a gymnasium; a large hall for 
eight hundred people ; twenty-two class- 
quarters. Through the generosity of Mr. 
and Mrs. Maurice Spitzer, a $10,000 
fund was created for the establishment in

The officers of the Women of Mizpah

Mrs. S." B. Korniiko),,. ״Mrs. Irvi״B IsMor jVrw-Presrfcms
Mrs. M.T. Wdnshenk, Treasurer



North Shore Sons of Israel

J
 HE Congregation North Shore 
Sons of Israel is a link in the 
gâtions that are attempting 

ult, yet essential task of supply­
ing the “happy medium” in the matter of 
religious worship. As one of a group
from Lawndale, Ben Stone took upon 
himself the task of organizing the new 

congregation.
its existence he 
all its activities 
until 1923, whe 
necessitated the 
First services w 
way in 1917. . 
izers were:

Stone was elected the first president; 
Moses Shlensky, vice-president; H.

Krulewich, treasurer ; Benjamin Ziff, cor* 
responding secretary, and Maurice H.

The congregation had been in exist- 
ence less than a year when its Ladies’
rying on and inaugurating the activities 
of the congregation. Its organizers and 
first officers were :

Mrs. M.^hknsky, ׳Vice-President

Mrs. B. Belson
Mrs. B. Stone.

In 1920, Rabbi David Almond was 
called to the pulpit of the new congrega- 
tion, and under his spiritual leadership a 
period of constructive effort was inaugu- 
rated which soon necessitated the seeking 
of larger and permanent quarters. Ac* 
cordingly lots were purchased at S029
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in reaching the children of the commu- 
nity and boasts a Talmud Torah with an 
average attendance of sixty-five and a 
Sabbath school with an average attend- 
ance of one hundred.

The personnel of the officers of the La- 
dies’ Auxiliary has known but one change 
since its inception, the post of recording 
secretary now being filled by Mrs. David 
Almond. At a recent meeting of the con- 
gregation the following officers were 
elected for the year 1923-1924:

Sig. Natenberg}
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Jewish Literary Society, with I. Davis 
popular. Ruth Kahn is president of the 
Rodfei Zedek Alumni. There is also a
Kulp is president.

congregation in 1918 and is its present 
officers:

R. S. Nathan, PresidentS. J. Cohen, Vice-President
I. Abei ' ( 'I. Bertman jSecretanes.

Shaare Zedek

munity of the Logan Square 
district recognized its spiritual 
need for many years before it 

found tangible fulfillment in the estab- 
lishmcnt of the Shaare Zedek Congrega- 
lion, about six years ago. Among its or-
came the congregation's first president;

A. S. Shapiro, J. Cohen, Charles 
shenker, and J. J. Steiner. Rabbi 
Gordon was the first to occupy its
gation worshipped in temporary
a permanent home. With the ac< 
of H. B. Rubenstein to the pres 
plans began to assume significant p
Aaron Cohen was called to becoi 
spiritual leader of the congregatic 

it was not long before lots were pur- 
chased on Fullerton Avenue, near Ked-
of a building.

On July 10, 1922, the Logan Square 
Shaare Zedek synagogue was formally
1,400, a social center and school section
chapel where services are conducted 
three times a day for those of the older 
generation who wish to worship in ac- 
cordance with the laws of strict ortho-

There is a large Hebrew School with 
an average daily attendance of almost a 
hundred, employing the Ibrith B'lbrilh
school, with a staff of twelve teachers,
cial center's activities are numerous and
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Seouls, Girl Scouts, athletic groups, and 
others, ministering to the needs of the 
younger generation. There arc Friday 
evening services for the younger folk,
four hundred. *Classes for adults in He* 
brew, Jewish history and philosophy, 
and the Talmud, are also a part of this 
progressive congregation’s activity.

The present officers are :
1. Wecker ״ .,S. Ro«nbla״ Ç״-pre»dent«

Mrs. John J. Steiner is the incumbent 
president of the congregation Sisterhood, 
and reorganized later with the establish־

Mrs. John J. Sterner, 1919—.

Temple Sholom
HE inspiring story of Tern- 
pie Sholom started in 1867 
when, as the North Chicago 
Hebrew Congregation, it took 

its place as the first Jewish congregation
Side. As was the case in the founding of 
place of worship was founded to supply 
the religious wants of a number of Jews 
who had wandered far from the folds 

on the near North Sidei 
The founders were :Michael Cohen 

S. Drochficld

Moses Shields S. Swarfchild 
P. Weinred.

Moses Shields was the first president, 
and Samuel Glickauf the first vice-presi־



elevated to the position of rabbi emeritus.
After the fire, for nine years the con- 

gregation worshipped at different 
churches, during the period that the 
North Side was being slowly rebuilt. In
the proceeds of which they decided to 
ingly, a lot was purchased on the corner 
of Rush Street and Walton Place for the 
sum of $6,000, and the first story of a syn- 
agogue building erected thereon. This

position of Temple Sholom among the 
congregations of Chicago. Dr. A. Nor- 
den of Baltimore came to occupy the 
North Chicago pulpit, beginning a bril- 
liant career of continuous services which, 
interrupted only once, from 1871, the 
year of the Chicago Fire, to 1875 when he 
was recalled from Europe to take charge 
of his reorganized fiock, lasted until his 
retirement in 1898, at which time he was 

finish building on that site but to seek 
quarters elsewhere. The property was 
sold, $18,500 being realized on it, and a 
committee appointed to secure a more 
suitable location. This committee, con- 
sisting of George Frank, S. Eichberg, 
and Adolph Shakman, selected a lot on 
the corner of La Salle Avenue and 
Goethe Street. The purchase price was 
$25,000, and the building subsequently 
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erected cost about $40,000, both location 
and property being then and for some 
years afterward considered among the

The present rabbi, Dr. A. Hirschberg, 
was called to the pulpit upon the retire- 
ment of Dr. Norden, and has served the 
congregation with distinction for the last 
twenty-five years. During the last few 
years he has been responsible for two re-
widespread response from Chicago 
Jewry. The first, his innovation of young 
people's services, has been copied with 
success by most of the leading temples 
unconventional, but equally successful, 
was his inauguration of High Holiday 
services at the Medinah Temple, a ven- 
ture which has also been copied in other

The following are the officers and 
directors : 

will attest to the comprehensive scope of 
this organization's activities. Among
Religious School Board, Advisory Board, 
Press, Reconstruction, Students' Welfare, 
Personal Service, Readers to the Blind,

L. Berlin

Paul Kuhn 
S. Mandi

KR.hWeif"™
Dr. Max Woldenbers.

Mrs. Emanuel R. WeilMm B.' M.EÉSl״rd Mm Simon”wdi

Temple Sholom, in its beautiful home 
on Pine Grove Avenue and Grace Street, 
is a veritable bee-hive of communal ac- 
tivities. The Sabbath school has an cn-
A lyceum course has been inaugurated
Alliance, presided over by George 
Birkenstein, the Junior Alliance, the 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, and a num- 
ber of other cultural and educational 
groups are participated in by hundreds of

in 1903 and has occupied an important 
place in the development of the temple. 
Some of the more important committees

Directors 1923-1924
Mrs. Alfred A. Reinach

Mrs. Alfred Stem Mrs. David M. Weber Mrs. Victor H. WeilMrs. Charles Pollak 
Directors 1923-1925

Mrs. Oscar Altschul

Mm Max H. Sobvl

Mrs. Victor Weil
Mrs. David Saul Klafter Mrs. Adolph Weiss



SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES

South Shore Temple

(HE South Shore Temple is one 
I of the most recent additions to
I Chicago’s Jewish religious

in September, 1922, to provide a place of 
for the rapidly growing ,
nity in the new South Shore district. 
Among the organizers were :

William Pirzele
William Siegel
Max Van Cleef.

The wives of most of the men were 
active in the organizing process.

following are the first and only officers 
the temple has known to date :

Joseph C. Hoodwin, Vice-President 
Mrs. Max Van Cleef, Treasurer
Dr. G. George Fox, Rabbi.

The permanent home of the Temple is 
now in process of construction, when 
completed, it will provide a modern and 
commodious temple for the more than 
four hundred members.

A twelve-room building was purchased 
at Seventy-second Street and Jeffrey Ave- 
nue, which serves as the community cen- 
ter and temporary house of worship. The

first unit of the new community house 
has already been completed, including a 
library and club-rooms, gymnasium, and 
the like.

In addition, two residences have been 
occupied for use by the religious school, 
which is attended by 350 children.

South Shore Temple Sisterhood, Mrs. J. 
C. Hoodwin, president; the Men’s Club, 
L. C. Smith, president; Young People’s 
Auxiliary, Morris Moore, president ; So- 
cial Service Department, Mrs. Max Ber- 
kenfield, director; Kindergarten, Mrs. 
Bernard Barnard, director; Educational 
Department, consisting of the Sunday 
school, Hebrew school and high school, 
Dr. James Skebelsky, principal ; and the 
Athletic Association, Benjamin Kauf- 
man, chairman.

These activities, enthusiastically taken 
up by the membership, and as vigorously 
conducted, promise to make the South 
Shore Temple a prime factor for Jewish- 
ness in its territory, thus adding another 
unit to the group of influential congre- 
gâtions on the South Side.



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO

Tifereth Zion

E^^^JHEN enough Jews to form a 
V V ' '90s a'״ng Milwaukee Avenue 

and adjoining streets, common-
ganization under the name of “Chevra 
Shaare Zion” met at the corner of Mil- 
waukee and Lincoln avenues. Here op- 
portunity was provided for mourners to 
say Kaddish, the observance of the 
Yahrzeil, and for praying B'zibur, (col- 
lectively and publicly) daily as well as 
on the Sabbath and the holidays. Later, 
in another section of the neighborhood, a 

similar association was formed under the 
name of "Chevra Tifereth Israel."

Both organizations soon outgrew their 
for building larger quarters. Realizing 
that united effort and consolidation would 
make possible a structure and facilities 
beyond the reach of each individual or- 
ganization, the leaders of the two North- 
west Side chevra!, including George J. 
Marrock, Benjamin Hindsill, A. S. Roe, 
A. Herzog, I. Schlessinger and M. Mar- 
covitch, met in the fall of 1898, and 

TinaiTH Zion Synagogue, 124143־ North Lincoln Street



the name of “Tifereth Zion" (Beauty of 
Zion). Hindsill was elected president 
of the united forces, the charter members, 
besides Hindsill, being Harry Doktorsky, 
D. Leviton, Samuel Paris, A. Goldman, 
Charles Langendorf, and G. Guthman.
awaken interest and secure support from 
as many as possible in the neighborhood. 
So active were the leaders and so success- 
ful their methods that a year later, Presi- 
dent Hindsill announced that they were 
in a position to begin at once the building 
of a synagogue to cost between $30,000 
and $40,000. A committee was then ap- 
pointed to find a suitable location. It 
recommended a lot located at 1241-1243 
North Lincoln Street, for which $3,750 
was asked. The recommendation of the
chased. Building was soon begun and in 
August, 1890, the commodious Beth

Hindsill sharing the first dozen years. 
Others to occupy the post were D. Levi- 
ton, J. S. Gray, and Solomon Binn. 
George Marrock was reelected to the 
head of the following administration :

N. Miller, Vice-President

Considerable delay ensued in the work 
of completing the synagogue, but at last 
all difficulties and obstacles were pushed 
aside and overcome by the energy and de- 
termination of George Marrock, under 

whose direction the work was completed. 
The synagogue was dedicated August 25, 
1904. On this occasion Marrock had the
presented to the synagogue. Benjamin 
Hindsill donated two sets of the Talmud.

M. KaplanM. .Keith

j. Gordon was called to the
vacant by the emigration of Rabbi S. H. 
Glick to Palestine.
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HARRY DOKTORSKY (DORSE) wa> bom io Kiev,

wn memo

important communal activities of Chi-

most influential orthodox synagogue on 
the Northwest Side. Largely owing to 
the initiative of its members, the Marks 
Nathan Orphan Home, the Marion Place 
Talmud Torah, and the Jewish Educa- 
tional Alliance, among other institutions, 
were called into being. The Marks 
Nathan bequest was a gift, contingent 
upon the raising of $15,000 in the city. 
Members of Tifercth Zion Congregation 
subscribed over $8,000 of this amount, 
thus making the Orphan Home possible. 
This accounts for having the Orphan 
Home built in their section of the city.

The congregation houses and encour- 
its own roof among these being a Ladies' 
Society, a Loans to the Poor Association, 
a Burial Society, Chevra Shass, and Miz-

Mrs. S. Brooks and Mrs. M. Joseph 
are president and vice-president, respec- 
lively, of the Ladies' Aid Society.



Religious, Cultural and 
Educational Organizations

Chicago Branch, Woman’s League of United Synagogue

I HE Woman's League of the — '־]
United Synagogue of America 

HH| was organized in January, 
1918, by a group of represen- 

tative Jewish women of New York City 
under the leadership of Mrs. Solomon 
Schechter, wife of the late Dr. Schech- 
ter, head of the Jewish Theological Semi- 
nary of America and founder of the 
United Synagogue of America.

Their objects were :1. To further Jewish education among women. . 2. To create and foster Jewish sentiment in the
Although not obligatory, sisterhoods 

have included in their activities adoption

of Israel."
“To strengthen their loyalty to the 

Torah" became the slogan under which 
their forces were rallied, and the number 
of members increased rapidly until to-day 
the National Woman’s League consists of 
158 affiliated societies numbering ap- 
proximately fifteen thousand individuals, 
and about one thousand subscribing 
members.

The program adopted by the Woman's 
League, and followed out to the extent 
their funds and efforts would allow, was 
substantiallv as follows:

of war orphans, Hadassah sewing circles, 
Chevra Kaddisha (personal service for 
the departed ), and other forms of benevo-

The Chicago branch of the Woman's
the national executive in November, 
1918. The first meeting was called by 
Mrs. Benjamin Davis as a member of the 
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national board. A survey of existing 
auxiliaries of orthodox and conservative 
congregations. At the end of one year 
the affiliation of nine organizations had 
been gained, representing an individual 
membership of over eight hundred. A 
speakers’ committee was appointed and 
eight additional sisterhoods were ad- 
dressed and urged to affiliate. Propa- 
ganda was planned by publicity and

The Chicago branch has established a 
scholarship in the Jewish Theological
Israel Friedlander, one of the faculty, 
who was killed by bandits in Russia. 
It has sent $1,700 to the war orphan com- 
mittee, the proceeds of a joint theater 

mehts at Purim and Chanukah, and its 
committees have entertained at the Mu- 
nicipal Tuberculosis Sanitarium and at 
the Parental School, for which purpose a 
“good cheer” fund was donated by the 
members.

There arc now twelve auxiliaries in
process of organization. The twelve 
auxiliaries number over 1200 members, 
each auxiliary sending three delegates to 
the central committee of which Mrs.
Davis is also second vice-president of the 
national governing body. The other local

Mrs. Otto Kallick, Treasurer. '

The Chicago Rabbinical Association

I
N the early '70s the Jewish pul- 
pits of Chicago were occupied

I.'‘.. . -.1 These men, thoroughly im- 
bued with the communal spirit, recog- 
nized the great social force of coopéra- 
tive effort and in the fall of 1873 formed 
the Chicago Rabbinical Association. 
Among this first group were to be found 
such potent names as Dr. Liebman Ad- 
1er, Dr. Bernhard Felsenthal, Dr. Kauf- 
man Kohler, Rabbi A. J. Messing, and 
Rabbi A. Norden. This body functioned 
only for a short time, but a similar or- 
ganization was chartered along about 
1893, at the instigation of the Nestor, Dr. 
B. Felsenthal, comprising, with the ex-
original group, augmented by Dr. Emil 
G. Hirsch, Dr. Joseph Stolz and Rabbis 
Isaac S. Moses, A. R. Levy, and Julius 
Rappaport.

Dr. Felsenthal and Rabbi Norden 
were president and secretary respectively 
for a number of years. Dr. Emil G. 
Hirsch succeeded Dr. Felsenthal as 
president, and the present officers are :

has held an annual “Kallah,” a spring 
conference on religion at which some of 
the foremost scholars in America have 
read learned papers. Among these have

Prof. Ralph P. Boas

Prof. Gotthard Deutsch H. G. Endow 
Prof. George B. Foster Dr. B. Halper 
Dr. Emil G. Hirsch Prof. Isaac Husk Prof. Sheffer

Prof. J. M. P. Smith.
Many of the papers read at these con- 

can Jewish press.
In 1917, at the first “Kallah,” Rabbi 

Samuel S. Cohon read a paper in which 
he advocated a union of Chicago congre- 
gâtions, which resulted in the organiza- 
tion of the Chicago Federation of Syna- 
gogues.

The association meets monthly at the 
Covenant Club. It now numbers twenty- 
five members and includes all of the re- 
form rabbis as well as some of the con- 
servative rabbis of Chicago and its 
vicinity.
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Hebrew Literary Society 
(Schochrei Sfath Eber)

in Chicago was at such a low 
ebb that it seemed but a matter 
of time when the Hebrew 

language and religious training would 
have no place in the Chicago Jewish com- 
munity. Such a prospect was intolerable 
to the young Russian Jews who at that 
time were slowly finding their way west- 
ward and settling in Chicago.

A number of these contrived to meet 
quite regularly for reading and discussion
a meeting 
Nathan B

name “Dorshe 
vators of Het 
Bernard Felse 
and Herman

at the home of 
a well-known He- 
tssociation for the 
formed under the 
H’ibrith” (“Culti- 
irning”). Rabbis
were among the

aims and aspirations of both were widely 
different the pending dissolution of both 
brought them to amalgamate under the 
new name of “Schochrei Sfath Eber” 
(“Hebrew Literary Society”). William 
Rivkin was elected president and Peter 
Wiernik, secretary.

The influence of the society soon began 
to be felt throughout Chicago, it became 
at once the rendezvous of the maskilim, 
Jewish men of letters, and the spiritual 
and social center of the Jewish commu- 
nity on the West Side. It was at the 
“Schochrei,” as the institution was popu-

Hebrew scholars who attended the meet- 
ing and lent the movement their encour- 
agement and support.

The first meetings were held at the 
home of B. Blumenthal, a member of the 
group, who placed a room at the disposal 
of the society and advanced one hundred 
dollars for the purchase of books and 
periodicals. H. Paradise was elected 
president and Aaron Schnedersky secrc- 
tary. The other members were: Dr. H. 
Kadison, Peter Wiernick, Leon Zolot- 
koff, M- Ph. Ginzburg, B. Blumenthal, 
B. Horwich, and Joseph Sobel. A library 
was soon opened at Canal and Polk 
streets with as complete a collection of 
Hebrew volumes as the meager resources 
of the society would allow.

In 1892 another Hebrew organization
known as “Sofa Bruro” (“Chosen Lan-
Kaplan. W, Kaplan. Fred Berenson, and 
William Rivkin. Not long afterward 
both of these Hebrew organizations 
found themselves in financial straits that 
neither seemed able to surmount and in 
the following year, 1893, although the

larly called, that the most important so- 
cial and civic activities took shape. The 
Knights of Zion made its home there and 
many notable conventions and confer- 
ences were held under its roof.

The society was lodged in many homes, 
among them the Hebrew Institute 
where its entire library which it had col- 
lected so painstakingly and at so great a 
cost was burned to ashes in the fire which 
devastated the Institute on January 20 
1908. Fortunately, the society had been 
insured for $1,500 and it was enabled to 
take up its work in temporary quarters at 
1005 South Paulina Street.

In 1912, President M. Sider and Sec- 
rctary I. Newman started an agitation to 
purchase the building at 810 South Ash- 
land Avenue in which the society was 
then quartered. Through their active ef-
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forts, assisted by Meyer Abrams, B. A. 
Antonow, P. Blumenthal, I. Kaplan, W. 
Kaplan, D. Krengel, P. Riback, Max 
Shulman, P. Tcits, H. Wilk, and I. Zuck- 
erman, the building was at last purchased 
and the society again provided with its 
own home.

After Sider, the following men served 
successively as president: B. Horwich, 
Leon Zolotkoff, P. Blumenthal, M. Sider, 
and Meyer Abrams. In the course of 
time, however, interest began to lag, the
away to different parts of the city, and 

tics, the society was forced to sell its 
home. The library was moved to the 
then existing Zionist office at 3716 Doug- 
las Boulevard.

In the fall of 1922 a few of the “old- 
timers" met and re-organized the society
brew Center”), and elected the following 
officers :

The Hebrew Theological College of Chicago 
(Beth Hamedrash L’Torah)

HE passionate conviction of one 
man that the learning of the 
Jewish youth ought not to end 

, with the Talmud Torah, but 
go very much further, developed

note, contended with the indifference, and 
in some cases, even hostility, of the West 
Side Jewish community for nine years, 
from 1890, the year of his arrival, to 
1899, in an effort to promote what was to 
be essentially a Hebrew, high school. institution for higher Jewish learning 

ranking with the best in America.
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could first obtain five hundred members 
at $1 a year, and after a year of wearying 
effort, making his plea literally from
pledged, and a small house was rented on 
Twelfth Street. Primitive benches and 
chairs, built by Simon and a little group 
of loyal, friends, were installed, books 
were obtained, and two teachers ei 
A Siem L’Torah was held a
an enrollment of thirty-four pupil 
men who stood staunchly by theii 
during those difficult days were B 
Lazar, C. F. Gorchikoff, A. G. SI 
A. I. Lowenthal and Rabbi S. J.

The school prospered modestly, 
home on Johnso:

of a hundred

Lazar were the fol*

passed and the Jewish

N. H. Bolotin

A. M. Goldberg

Associated with 
lowing:

in facilities to 
. cope with the growing need.

Accordingly about three years ago,

B. Hindsill

massed and the Jewish Under the guidance of its new leaders 
the Yeshivath Etz the progress of tiie institution was given 

of the new college building, which was 
formally opened December 27, 1922.

This building, a monument to Jewishthree Chicago rabbis, Ephraim Epstein, , a»» « ---------- . — j------
H. Rubinstein and A. I. Cardon, work- learning in Chicago, is a beautiful struc- 
ing in unison, succeeded in forming a ture standing on a lot 125 by 188 feet on
rabbinical school intended, at the time, 
to offer a continuation of the course given 
in the Yeshivath Etz Chaim.

at Rabbi Rubinstein’s home, the organi- 
nation in 1921 had grown to forty students 
and three teachers, and was housed in the 
Grenshaw Street Talmud Torah. At this 
point the needs of the school outgrew the 
means of its instigators and consequently 
a reorganization occurred which placed 

af the project,

the northeast corner of Douglas Boule- 
vard and St. Louis Avenue and represents
a $200,000 investment by the Jewish com-

From a class of five students studying munity. It houses a library of four
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thousand volumes of Hebraica. Its is divided into three departments: (1)
classes and study rooms are spacious and the preparatory, (2) the collegiate or 
beautifully furnished, and its large rabbinical, (3) the normal or teachers' 
assembly hall artistically laid out. In college. The curriculum includes the 
addition, it contains a kitchen and lunch- study of biblical, rabbinic, medieval and 
room, shower baths, beautiful grounds modern Jewish literature, Jewish phil- 
and all conveniences that make for an osophy, history and ethics. In addition, 
atmosphere conducive to study. At pres- the rabbinic students arc given courses in 
ent the guidance of the institution is en- homiletics, public speaking, and other 
trusted to Rabbi Saul Silber, who is as- subjects; and the candidates for teaching

Rabbi B. Z. Margolin Dr. S. M. Melamed

M. Mills^
S. Brody
Rabbi A. Cardon 
s”'it Shen
M. Pb. Ginzburg

H׳ hX™"

S. Sclircro
II. Shure
Joseph Weil S. Welensky
M. Zevin.

sistcd by the following directorate:

Second, it

mg the summer, and holiday vacations.

180 students, the collegiate by 85, and the

, ,—, י ‘י  , anion oi several European scnoiars to me
complete course of study for those stu- faculty, upon important additions to the 
dents who wish to prepare themselves for library, and upon an extension to the pres- 
the rabbinate or for Jewish teachers. ent building to provide the greater facil- 

With these purposes in view the school ities already needed.

The purpose of the college is two- 
fold : First, it aims to serve as an institu- 
tion for higher learning and to provide

ment of about 35. All these students
high schools or colleges. There are 32 
of those that attend the latter. The stu- 
dent body is by no means a local aggrega-
every section of the country, as well as 
from other lands.

The men at the head of the Beth Hame-
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The Jewish Educational Center of Chicago

HE Jewish Educational Center 
of Chicago was organized in 
1915, having as its aim “the 
training of the Jewish youth in 

familiarize them with Hebrew literature, 
responsibility."

Dr. A. B. Yudelson had entertained 
the ideal for many years and finally with 
the assistance of Fred Bernstein, Seymour 
N. Cohen, Israel Cowen, Mrs. Benjamin 
Davis, Meyer Janowitz, Mrs. Julius 
abled to build up the beginnings of his 
organization. A charter was received 
from the state of Illinois on November 
11, 1915, and on November 26 the first 
classes were started. Dr. Yudelson was 
made president, with Mrs. Benjamin 
Davis and Nathan D. Kaplan, vice-presi- 
dents, William Boas, secretary, and 
Moses Krecgcr, treasurer.

Classes are held after public school
B'lbrith, in which Hebrew is the only 
language spoken in the class-rooms. The 
community took kindly to the new school 
and if its interest and aid were alone es- 
sential to the school’s success all would 
have been well. The difficulty lay in get- 
ting children to attend, and in spite of all 
efforts, for the first year and a half the 
maximum constant attendance was 
eighteen. But the board of directors 
was not discouraged,  and by dint of circu- 
!arization and personal propaganda, in- 
but certainly, and toward the end of the
ance of forty-five pupils.

From year to year at the annual meet- 
ings of the organization held in January, 
and at the Sedorim on Passover, the 
school children gave plays in Hebrew and 
conducted the Seder in Hebrew in the 
presence of large audiences. These dem- 
vital interest in the work of the school 

and the attendance continued to grow.
number of Jewish children on the South 
Side who, the directors felt, ought to have 
some Hebrew education. It was decided 
that an intensive campaign should be un-
nities on the South Side in the work of the 
school. But here a snag was struck in 
the fact that inasmuch as the Hebrew 
school was conducted in the rooms of the 
South Side Hebrew Congregation other 
congregations  contended that to work for 
the Hebrew school meant building up 
only solution seemed to lie in the moving 

.of the school to a neutral place ־
Accordingly in September, 1922, the 

Jewish Educational Center moved its 
school to the Sinai Social Center (now 
Emil G. Hirsch Center). The step met 
daily attendance numbering 152.

The recognition of the need for such an 
institution seems to be growing, and on 
August 21, 1923, Mr. Harry Weinstein, 
attached his signature to a contract for
Woodlawn Avenue and Sixty-first Street, 
upon which is to be erected a modern 
school-building consisting of twenty large 
light class-rooms, social rooms, lecture- 
mated cost of $200,000.

Nathan D. Kaplan succeeded Dr. Yu- 
delson in the presidency and the present

These officers are assisted by a director- 
numbers 275.

Woman’s Auxiliary of the Jewish Edu- 
cational Center of which Mrs. Hyman 
Pimstein is president.
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Jewish Historical Society of Illinois

HE origin of the Jewish His- 
torical Society of Illinois may 
be traced back to the year 1913, 
when H. L. Meites, a Jewish 

resident of Chicago, impressed by the

)
ewish accomplishment in Chicago and 
llinois, conceived the project of compil- 
comprehensive way the history of the 
Jews of the city and state since the begin-
His first efforts toward this end were 

had in the past displayed an interest in 
historical research concerning Chicago
Jews. Among those were Herman 
Eliassof, author of The Jew in Illinois 
(1901), ZAe Jews of Chicni/o (1903), 
and other historical tracts; Rabbi Joseph 
Stolz, who had long manifested an inter- 
est in the subject; and Dr, A. A. Freed- 
lander, writer, lecturer, and collector of 
historical documents.

With the aid of Dr. Freedlander, 
Meites sought the support of prominent 
individuals and of the general Jewish 
Î׳ublic. Lectures and meetings were held 
rom time to time, and though encourage- 

ment was not lacking from individual 
sources, the conviction was gradually 
borne in on the sponsors of the enterprise 
that the great essential to success was the 
formation of an organization which 
should apply itself systematically to the 
work in hand.

Accordingly, after much effort, a pub- 
lie meeting for the purpose was arranged 
at the Sherman House, December 13, 
1917. The elaborate preparations made 
for the launching of the organization at 
this meeting were doomed to failure, 
however, for the evening was marred by 
a terrific storm, and of the hundreds who 
had accepted invitations, only a compara- 
five few found it possible to attend. 
Among those who braved the unpropi- 
tious weather, and thus early signified 
their attitude toward the venture, were 
H. M. Barnett, B. Horwich, Harris Fish­

kin, S. B. Komaiko, S. J. Rosenblatt, Mrs. 
M. M. Gordon, Max M. Korshak, Leo 
Shafron, Barnett Faroli, A. S. Roc, 
August Turner, Dr. Israel Elfenbein, 
and Samuel Ginsburg.

The next attempt, April 30, 1918, 
proved more successful, when, in the 
building of the Chicago Historical So­

ciety, definite steps toward organization 
were taken. By this time the support of 
an additional number of prominent per- 
sons had been secured, and at the next 
meeting, held at Sinai Social Center, May 
14, 1918, when a constitution was
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adopted, the following officers and direc- 
tors were elected :

K.״E^TG?lnn^r,to“
Nathan D. Kaplan J

Eli B. Felsenthal
M. Ph. Ginzburg Max Klee

Emanuel F. Selz

Rabbi Saul Silbe! Dr. Joseph Stolz
Judge Julian W. Mack Dr. A. B. Yudelson.

The charter of the society, obtained 
November 2, 1918, gives the following as

Interest in the organization and plans 
of the society were stimulated by the 
statewide celebration of the centennial of 
Illinois' admission into the Union in 1818.
ment of Dr. Otto L. Schmidt, president of 
the Illinois Centennial Commission and 
vice-president of the Chicago Historical 
Society. Frank O. Lowden, governor of 
Illinois, also encouraged the work of the. 
society, by word and action. Among a 
number of others whose sympathy with 
the project was expressed in practical 
ways, was Professor Edmond James, then 
president of the University of Illinois. 
Professor Edward C. Baldwin, also of 
the University of Illinois, became deeply 
interested and contributed, as his share 
toward the proposed volume, a study of
history of the state. Indebtedness to 
others who generously extended aid is 
expressed in the Preface of this book. 

However, the plan to issue a history 
of the Jews of Illinois in time for the 
Centennial was found to be impos- 
of the World War aggravated the natural 
difficulties of the project so that it was 
found necessary to defer publication un- 
til after the war.

In the meantime, the heads of the so- 
ciety found an opportunity to carry out a 
thought in consonance with the second of 
the society's aims as expressed in its 
charter—“to mark with tablets, historic 
spots in the state of Illinois that are of 
Jewish interest.” By special permission 
of the United States Government, a 
bronze memorial tablet was placed on the 
southwest corner of the Federal Building, 
corner Clark Street and Jackson Boule- 
vard, to mark the site of Kehilath Anshe 
Ma'ariv’s original place of worship. The 
tablet reads : On this site stood, in 1851, 

With appropriate exercises, the unveil- 
t ing of the tablet took place on October 9, 

1918. Elias Greenebaum, then the oldest 
Jewish resident of Illinois, performed 
the ceremony, with H. L. Meites presid- 

' ing. Three days later, Columbus Day, 
October 12, the formal dedication ser- 

s vices were held in the rooms of the Unit- 
: ed States Circuit Court of Appeals, in 
f the Federal Building. Dr. Joseph Stolz 
- delivered the address of the evening, a 

memorable speech, entitled “The First 
I Jewish Altar in Illinois.” Dr. Hirsch, 
I acting president of the society during 
I President Rosenwald's absence on a gov- 
f ernment mission, was prevented by illness 
:. from attending, and Vice-President Kap-
1 The disruption caused by the war,

the society, and even after the coming of 
peace it was found difficult to press the 
work with the speed that had marked its 
beginning. The death of Eliassof and 
Elias Grecnebaum, the illness that attend- 
ed Dr. Hirsch's closing years, and other 
efforts of the society toward the produc- 
tion of the volume that was in prépara-
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The change in plans contemplated the 

restriction of the projected volume to a 
history of the Jews of Chicago, instead of 
Illinois, as originally intended, With this 
more readily achieved objective in view, 
the work was resumed vigorously, with 
the result as seen in this present work, the 
History of the Jews of Chicago.
supporters to continue research along the 
lines outlined by the founders and span- 

sors: to amass and publish such addi- 
and to foster such other endeavors as may 
of the society—to afford the Jew of Chi­
cago and Illinois a proper understanding 
of himself and his forbears and to give 
the non-Jcw a greater appreciation of 
all that the Jew has contributed to- 
ward the growth of the city, state, and 
nation.
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Jewish People’s Institute
SäSSllRGANIZED as the Chicago 

Hebrew Institute, whose char- 
V '1 ter was issued November 12, 

sdSs&ruJ 1OOÎ the Iewish Peoolc’s In-
stitutc, as it is known to-day, has formed 
a vital part of the history of the West 
Side Jewish community. From a Strug- 
gling little organization it has grown in 
the intervening twenty years into one of 
the foremost social centers in the entire 
country with an influential body of sup- 
porters, thousands of beneficiaries, and 
an annual budget of $135,000.

Its past presidents have been the fol-
Dr. R. L. Halperin, 1904Herman I״ Reiwirch, 1905-6
Dr. E. A. Fischkin, 1908*9Julius Rosenwald, 1910-11.

In 1912 Jacob M. Loeb assumed the 
presidency, to which he has been elected 
continuously each successive year to the 
present. His associate officers for the cur- 
rent term are :J-Lus Koaeowaldl

General Abel Davis

Edwin G. Foreman, J Sol H. Goldbere

Ernest E. Moll MmHuldaB. Morris

Samue^Pbillipmn

Toby Riibovits

Charles Shaffner
Dr’׳A^?Yudelson.

Contemporaneous with President Jacob

Loeb’s administration has been that of the 
general director, Philip L. Seman, who 
assumed his office in 1913. Under their 
and ever-growing group of activities, the 
purpose of which is to provide a social 
center for the native American as well as 
the immigrant. Its program encourages 
education, promotes physical welfare, 
and arouses civic interest. It gives moral 
strives for the elimination of class distinc- 
to cure social ills.

The Institute has based its endeavor on 
the principle of self-support, to an extent 
unrivaled elsewhere in the United States, 
and perhaps in the world. So strongly 
has this principle been stressed that the 
internal revenue is more than half of the 
total expenditure in many of its depart-
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ments; ninety per cent in the case of the 
social and educational departments; and 
in several departments the self-support is

During the last year over 13,400 indi- 
viduals have registered in the institute’s

The evening school of the Institute is 
the only one in the city where instruction

high school, accredited by the leading
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Woman’s Auxiliary

The Woman’s Auxiliary of the Jewish 
People’s Institute is to-day an organize- 
tion with a membership of 885, entering 
intimately into the numerous activities of 
the Institute, not with material assistance 
alone, but with the talents and personal 
service of its members. Following are 
the officers for the current year:

Mrs. Hulda B. Morris, President
Mrs. Julius E. Weil 1

Mrs. Walter E. Heller. Se
Miss S. H. Harris. Treasurer^

branch of the public library, one of the 
largest in the city. Over 109,000 books 
were taken out by its clientele last year, 
while 98,000 made use of the reading 
room provided on the premises.

Fifty clubs, with a membership in ex- 
cess of 2,000, use the Institute as their 
headquarters, totaling an average attend- 
ance of approximately 5,000 monthly, 
dances and the presentation of theatrical 
performances, arc held frequently, in an 
effort to provide wholesome and adequate 
entertainment for the patrons of the in- 
stitution.

The Institute considers its problem not 
merely a single neighborhood problem, 
but includes in its program the establish- 
ment of similar centers in every part of 
Chicago, where there is a sufficiently 
large Jewish population to warrant its 
offices. With that end in view it has àl- 
ready established temporary quarters on 
the Northwest Side and is planning a 
center on the Northwest Side in a neigh- 
borhood which will reach the largest pos- 
sible number. It also contemplates 
building in the near future a large cen- 
ter in the Lawndale district for the bene- 
fit of 100,000 Jewish people that make 
that district their home.

Northwest Branch
The Jewish Educational Alliance, re- 

cently amalgamated with the Jewish Feo- 
pie’s Institute as the Northwest Side 
branch of the latter, came into being in 
1913 at 1243 North Wood Street, the old 
headquarters of the Marks Nathan Or- 
phan Home.

When the Home quitted the building, 
a group of public-spirited persons on the 
Northwest Side decided upon the organ- 
izing of a Jewish social center. The lead 
in this project was taken by David Koe- 
nigsberg and A. S. Roe, both of whom 
later served as presidents of the Jewish 
Educational Alliance, the name of the in- 
stitution their efforts called into existence. 
Of the others who gave their energies to 
the enterprise, Mrs. Harry M. School- 
man is outstanding in the devotion of her 
service. And though the personnel of the 
institution has known many changes since 
its founding, Mrs. Schoolman is still ac- 
tive in its affairs—the only one of the 
original band who still remains.

It was only through self-sacrificing and 
unremitting labor on the part of its lead- 
ers that the Alliance was able to weather 
the financial stress of its early years, for 
until it was taken over by the People's 
Institute, it was always a “poor" institu- 
tion. Despite the material poverty, how- 
ever, the devotion of the workers and the
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real need existing in the district enabled 
activities of all kinds to come into being 
and flourish.

Among its presidents before the amal- 
gamation were the following:
Samuel Koenipbere
Peter HaMka

The Woman's Club of the Jewish Ed- 
ucational Alliance, now the Northwest 
Institute Woman's Club, came into being 
as soon as the Alliance started to function. 
Its leading spirit was Mrs. Bessie School- 
man, who had as her fellow-organizers: 
Mrs. Peter Halushka, Mrs. J. Livings- 
ton, Mrs. S. Koenigsberg, and Mrs. J. L. 
Jacque. Mrs. Schoolman was elected 
president and served for three terms, un- 
til 1914. The other officers were :

^Irs. H. P<»l״l'ky, Vice-President

The succeeding presidents of the or- 
ganization were:

The work of the Woman’s Club cannot 
be overestimated in considering the his- 
tory of the Jewish Educational Alliance. 
There were periods when the directorate 
had almost ceased to function, and the 
Woman’s Club, through financial assist- 
ance partly, but mostly through the per- 
sonal service of its members, enabled the 
activities to continue.

Considerable assistance was rendered 
the institution by Mrs. Edwin Romberg, 
who came into the organization in 1918 
and lent her long experience in philan- 
thropic enterprise to the problems of the 
Woman’s Club and the Alliance. Upon 
the expiration of her fourth term as pres- 
ident her valuable assistance was ac- 
knowledged by making her honorary 
president.

The present administration is com- 
posed of the following:

Mrs. William Wolf. !922-237
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Moses Montefiore Hebrew Free School

J
 HE first Hebrew School on the 
West Side was founded by a 
group of Russian refugees who 
sought the opportunity to sup- 

ply those privileges that had been denied 
them in the country from which they had 
fled. Early in 1883, after about a year of 
planning, a house was rented on Canal 

■W

nd the Bibi.
The schoo 

celebration in November, 1883, when a 
number of public-spirited Jews, desiring 
to show their appreciation of the great 
philanthropist, decided at a meeting 
called by Jacob H. Cohen, that the most 
fitting form that such appreciation could 
take would be to establish an institution

Although it was realized that larger 
quarters would be absolutely essential if 
the work was to be properly carried on, 
the little group—consisting, in addition 
to Cohen, of Dr. H. Kadison, Nachum 
Friedman, Moses Harris, Morris Berg- 
man, and Marks Nathan—decided to 
start by taking over the little school on 
Canal Street. It was not until 1889 that

a building was purchased on the corner 
of Judd and Clinton Streets and the 
Moses Montefiore Hebrew Free School 
was established in its own home.

As the Jewish community grew and 
more members were enrolled, more reve- 
nue was forthcoming, but greater needs 
had to be met. Dr. Kadison, active in 
the institution since its beginning, realiz- 
ing the need of a branch of the school 
where the increasing number of Jewish 
children could receive a Hebrew and
mud Torah on Waller Street, near 
Twelfth, and named it the Itzchok El- 
chonon Talmud Torah.

The cost of maintaining both schools 
\vas too much for the finances of the or- 
ganization and debts again began to pile 
up. A new administration, however, 
headed by Ben Zion Lazar, weathered 
the storm by selling the Judd street prop- 
erty to the railroads for a freight termi- 
nal in the neighborhood, at a profit of 
$5,000. Both institutions were then con- 
solidated and housed on Waller Street.

The school has grown steadily from 
new branches

from time to time, some of which were 
successful, and some giving up their quar- 
ters to consolidate with other branches. 
At the present time branches are main- 
tained at 1219-23 Winchester Avenue, 
1534 Washburnc Avenue, 1253 Miller 
Street, and 1235 Miller Street. The of- 
fleers and directors of the school are :

N. H. Bolotin!,,, n -j .M. Neierman jV^-Prend״״־

U. M. BarnettRabbi N. Budainsky

Rabbi S’H״Daskal
Rabbi E. Epstein
.1. GnldbcrRRabbi T. KaplanH. Krulevitch

Rabbi R. L. Mushkin

Rabbi S. ShackRabbi Saul Silber.
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Scholarship Association for Jewish Children
BOUT eight years ago, due to a
Chicago by a representative of 
the Russell Sage Foundation, a 

non-sectarian Scholarship Association 
was organized. At that time a number of 
children were being sent out to work who 
had attained the necessary legal require- 
ments, meaning they were fourteen years 
old and had reached the sixth grade in 
the elementary schools. The scholarship 
movement has as its purpose the provid- 
ing of a better chance to succeed for such 
children as show by school records and 
general ability that additional education 
would give them additional equipment.

Such a movement involves the expendi- 
turc of large sums of money. A scholar- 
ship is for varying amounts, beginning 
with just enough to care for the daily 
needs of a pupil—car fare, clothing, 
books—and growing in size until it often 
approximates $22 a month, the sum 
which experts figure is necessary to main- 
tain a child properly in the home. The 
actual number of children who can be 
helped depends therefore upon the funds 
at the disposal of the group of people ad- 
ministering the scholarship work. And 
since this group has always raised its 
funds through gifts and subscriptions and 
annual dues from friends, there never has 
been a sum adequate to meet the needs of 

grown the splendid statistics for 1922, 
when ninety-two children were given ma- 
terial encouragement. From a very 
modest budget of less than a thousand 
dollars a year for all expenses has grown 
an expenditure of fifteen thousand dollars 
annually. The overhead expenses are 
small, due to the voluntary cooperation 
of volunteer workers and outside agen- 
cics. Means for additional education are 

meeting of their needs is paving the way 
to proper development of their useful-

are referred to the Scholar-
schools, by the office* to which children 
must go for working certificates, by the 
Pension Department of the Juvenile

The Scholarship Association for Jew- 
and quietly. Many people have never 
heard of its fine activities. Its supporters 
number less than two hundred and the 
amounts they contribute vary widely, 
from $5 to $1,000 a year.

The present officers are :
Mrs. Alfred Alschuler )״. -, .Mrs. Jtssc L^I»j1|1«Ç,“־C,l"n"™

for help.
Realizing this situation, when the non- 

sectarian group organized, a coterie of 
Jewish women came forward with the 
suggestion that they take over such Jew- 
ish children as applied for help in con-

Out of a modest beginning in 1915, 
when twelve children were assisted, have

Friedberg



Welfare and Aid Organizations

Aid Association for Incurable Jews

h״s-^G|OME years ago a small group 
of West Side men became 

[)IgaMjljl interested in the plight of Jew- 
ish patients at the Oak Forest 

Infirmary for Incurables. It became 
known that some of these patients were 
suffering from lack of nourishment be- 
cause they refused, for religious reasons, 
to eat the food prepared in the infirmary 
kitchens. They were depressed spin
for their traditional religious observan 

Touched by these conditions, 
kindly little band made it a practici
baskets of food, candles for the Shabk
fort for their stricken brethren. Th 
practice continued for many months, u 
til the men interested in the work decide 
to organize and in 1915 formed the A 
Association for Incurable Orthodi

The organizers and first officers wert
William Farber, Vice-President

the passing of the necessary enabling 
resolution. In the raising of the funds 
for the building, the work of D. P. Pol- 
lock has been of outstanding importance. 
The labors of Abraham Lauer, too, are 
largely responsible for the success of the

A. Rabkin Mrs. R. Rosenben
The object of the Association .. 

achieved in May, 1920, when its comfort 
pavilion at Oak Forest was dedicated. 
In its erection, the officers of the organi- 
zation were greatly aided by M. Ph. 
Ginzburg and Harry A. Lipsky. The

rest rooms,
rly $100,000.

For the first three months Samuel Palmer
served as vc endent, and

ty upon which the building stands, and 
together with Rabbi Saul Silber and 
through the courtesy of Peter Reinberg, 
president of the County Board, effected

his invaluable aid helped set the pavilion 
in order and get it started properly. At 
present, under the direction of the Rev- 
erend M. Dukat, the pavilion cares for 
240 inmates, looking to their happiness

The first president, Paul Rissman, con- 
tinned in office until this year, being sue-
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ceedcd by Martin H. Edelstein. The 
complete administration for the current 
term is comprised as follows :

!vire P«"»«•״

couragemcnt and assistance of Rabbi 
A. I. Cardon was a noteworthy factor.

The present officers are as follows :

Mm L M President.

organized as the Ladies' Society for In- 
curable Orthodox Jews in January, 1918, 
with Mrs. I. Benjamin, president; Mrs. 
A. Fox, vice-president and financial 
secretary; Mrs. A. Cohen, treasurer; 
and Mrs. M. Goldman, recording sec-

In the task of organization, the en-

In the work for the unfortunates at 
Oak Forest, the Ladies’ Society, now
vital factor. It contributed $20,000 to- 
ward the cost of the pavilion, and has 
borne an energetic part both in activities 
carried on in concert with the men and in 
others calling for the motherly care of 
women.

The Baron Hirsch Woman’s Club

HE organization now known as Charities assumed responsibility for its 
the Baron Hirsch Woman's maintenance, the Home was entirely de-
the year 1880, when the North Hirsch” for its support.

ies’ Aid Society was formed. A— ״״״.״1;״ ״•״״״.״״•. . .. The Chicago Home for Friendless and 
short time later it became the Montefiore Working Girls was also an offspring of 
Ladies’ Society, to be replaced, in 1885, this organization, as was, too, the Ruth 
by the Baron Hirsch Ladies’ Aid. In Club, both of which were founded for the 
1889 the society assumed the name ״bears purpose of helping dependent and delin-

or service or roe very foremost in me city, , r,
Hecht. Minnie Felsenthal Emma B « ״״־״as ai 1 ____  11 ... --a n ... 1.... As.es• Row»Mandi. Leoncia Riese and Rosa Jonas
following:
Mrs. Wolf Levy

Mrs. Emma B. Mandi

Mr!. H. Lewis
Mrs. I. BachrachMrs. B. M. Engelhard

the part its members played in the estab- 
lishment of the Chicago Home for Jew- 
ish Orphans. They made the Home pos- 
siblc, and enabled it to acquire the mag- îSà-M"״™oî ,he n'tomt.,''1»!-מ."She ״״»״I» 
nificcnt property on Sixty-second Street ,1?"!h 1״ci״״ ?
and Drexel Avenue when the first struc- cvm־i"«״ Ih'idr •'!״“״ : ture on Vernon Avenue became out- wa״״ a , Ed״:״ j, ט» (M״. r;<d b,i>.i״>. c־־״ 
grown ; and until the United Jewish eA s. tudiimK1’ ' m . •r ״. •



quent girls. One of the greatest accom- 
plishments in the history of the “Baron 
Hirsch” was its successful leadership in 
the agitation for a consumptives’ home, 
which culminated in the establishment of 
the Chicago-Winfield Tuberculosis Sana-

The latest of its notable benefactions is 
Rest Cottage, which was opened by the 
Club in 1915 as a home for convalescents, 
from heart disease. It is situated at 2637 
Prairie Avenue, and since its organiza- 
tion upward of two thousand men and 
boys have been given the care and rest s 
much needed in cases of heart trouble.

All these great humane undertaking 
of which we have merely mentioned tl 
major features, are carried on by son 
nine hundred women, whose officers ft

Home for Friend-
Infirmary; sewing

Mrs. M. Heislein
mÏ Henry Srliulhoff 

MÏ Fred Wolfis.
An invaluable ally of the Woman's 

Club is the Baron Hirsch Co-Workers, 
organized in 1910 and now comprised of 
about two hundred young ladies. The 
founders were Mrs. Emma B. Mandi, 
Mrs. Henry Lewis, Gladys Glick Fried- 
man, Fannie Jacobi, Pauline Smith Da- 
nek, Helene Schott, and Rose Levy.

The past presidents of the “Co-Work- 
ers” have been :

The officers of the “Co-Workers” for 
1923-24 are the following:

Ilse Callman I ... ״ -,Mayr^Hmch J M״-P"1־d«״ts

The “Co-Workers” assist the Baron 
Hirsch Woman's Club in all its multiple
from a long list, are: Educational and 

— Rest Cottage,

Sewing Circle: a Scholarship Fund 
whereby girls are helped to an education ; 
furnishings and silverware provided the 

and innumerableWil
lunches,entertainments  and miscellaneous 
functions for the benefit of the suffering.

Both the main body and the auxiliary 
have maintained a broad interest in 
communal and patriotic affairs. Their 
operation with the juvenile Court; and 
large sums are donated yearly to various 
civic causes. The Liberty Loans, War 
Savings Stamps, the entertainment of 
soldiers and sailors, the preparation of 
kits and boxes for the Jewish Welfare 
Board, and a strenuous participation in 
the United Welfare Drive, were num- 
bered among their war activities.
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Chicago Section, Council of Jewish Women

J
 grew out of the Parliament of 

Religions and the Congress of 
Jewish Women, held in con- 

ncction with the World’s Columbian Ex-
position, which brought the leaders of 
American Jewry to Chicago in 1892-93.

Upon the suggestion of Mrs. Henry L. 
Frank, Mrs. Hannah G. Solomon had 
been entrusted by the Exposition officials 
with the work of organizing représenta- 
tion for the Jewish women of this, coun-. 
try. Mrs. I. A. Moses was chosen vice- 
chairman and Mrs. Henry Adler, secrc- 
tary, of the committee which Mrs. Solo- 
mon then called into existence in further-

lines, with individual affiliation, and 
eventually her view prevailed. Pcrma- 
nent organization was effected, with these 
as the first national officers :

Mrs. Charles Haas

The plans presented by Mrs. Solomon 
to the committee contemplated the form- 
ing of a permanent national body of Jew- 
ish women. Mrs. Solomon’s arduous task 
in organizing the Jewish Women’s Con- 
gress was added to by her labors to align 
the women’s groups behind her plan. Re- 
pcatedly she appeared before the relig- 
ious and secular societies of that day, 
urging their participation in the Con-

After the adjournment of the Congress, 
when the preliminary steps of organiza-

tion had been successfully taken, Dr. 
Isaac Mayer Wise, the renowned rabbi 
of Cincinnati, congratulated Mrs. Solo- 
mon upon her victory, saying: “You 
knew better than I did what Jewish wo- 
men were capable of doing. I predict
great success '?new organization ׳

, When the question of organizing na- 
tionally came before the Congress, the 
federating of existing clubs was offered 
as a substitute for Mrs. Solomon’s plan. 
But she clung steadfastly to her proposal 
of an organization projected on religious

Dr. Wise’s prophecy has been amply 
fulfilled in the thirty years that have 
passed. The Council of Jewish Women 
is now not only a national but an interna- 
tional organization, numbering 48,000 
members, with over two hundred 
branches in America and Europe. Its 
influence on the Jewish womanhood of 
the world and on Jewry in general, is 
hardly to he summarized statistically. 
The work has broadened so radically as 
to comprehend within its scope practical-



ly every religious, moral, cultural, and 
promotion of religious interests, recrea- 
tional and educational effort in the con- 
child and youth-welfare movements, 
practical and thorough-going aid to im- 
migrants, arc all part of the work that is 

the organization.
Chicago, the city in which this great 

ing its place among the cities leading in 
the movement. The Chicago Section was 
organized in January, 1894, with Mrs. 
Conrad Witkowsky as its first president. 
Ten women have been accorded the dis- 
tinction of presiding over the organiza- 
tion, the past presidents being these:

Mrs. Conrad Witkowsky. 1894-1898Mrs. Henry L. Frank, 1898-1900Miss Julia Felsenthal, 1900-1902
Mrs. Marlin Bnrbe, 1902-1905Miss Julia Felsenthal, 1905-1906Mrs. M. A, Weinberg, 1906-1911Mrs. Israel Cowen, 1911-1916 
Mrs. Felix A. Levy, 19161920 Mrs. Moses L. Purvin, 1920-1922.

The present head of the Chicago Sec-

1922. The current administration is

pï. )£]• »עי"׳™״ Vice-Pres.

Directors 
1923-1924

m£ m«a

1923-1925

esh Mn. Joseph Weinfeld
Two Chicagoans arc also officers of the 

national organization, Mrs. Solomon be- 
ing honorary president, and Mrs. Israel 
Cowen, honorary vice-president.

The local branch numbers 3,875 mem- 
bers, with a goodly sprinkling of men as 
associate members. Its schedule of ac- 
tivitics is notably broad and varied, in- 
eluding the maintenance of an Immi- 
grant Aid Office; a summer camp at 
Wauconda, Illinois, where five hundred 
women and children are given a two 
weeks’ vacation each year; Americaniza- 
tion classes in twenty-seven schools; four 
religious schools, and aid to the blind.

The Chicago Section was the prime 
mover in the establishment of the Central 
Bureau of the Associated Jewish Chari- 
ties; of the first public playground in 
the city; and of sewing classes in the Jew-
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ish centers. It has cooperated with the 
Conference of Jewish Women’s Organi- 
zations in providing a chaplain for Jew- 
ish inmates of penal and corrective insti- 
tutions, and in the establishment of a shop 
for the handiwork of invalids.

The range of the Council's work is Calendar and Printing, Mrs. Sol. Fediheimer Wauconda Camp, Mrs. Martin Barbe.
The Council is affiliated with the Con- 

ference of Jewish Women’s Organiza- 
tions, League of Cook County Clubs, Ju- 
venile Protective Association, Immi- 
grants' Protective League, Illinois Com- 
mittee on Social Legislation, Civic Music 
Association, Chicago Association of Re- 

rey (Delegate)

and Jewish People's Institute.
The members used to meet at the Sinai 

Social Center, but their numbers have 
.................

-is now necessary for their accommoda- 
tion. The usual attendance at the month- 
ly meetings is well over a thousand.

Serving as an auxiliary to their more 
mature sisters is the Council of Jewish 
Juniors, organized in October, 1919. It
Juniors, the young people’s branch of the 
movement, and was established chiefly 
under the guidance of Mrs. Solomon and 
Mrs. Felix A. Levy. Mrs. Raymond Si- 
mons was president the first year, being 
succeeded by Mrs. Arthur Raff, who 
served two terms. Mrs. Raff, who is also 
president of the national Juniors, was fol- 
lowed by May R. Freedman, now in her 
second term. The officers for 1923-24

GerSS Her«« "״" j Vice-Presidents

The Juniors, now 375 in number, sup- 
plement the activities of the seniors, and 
in addition carry on a number of their 
own. School visiting, daily volunteer 
service at the Michael Reese Dispensary, 
Americanization and study classes, vol- 
unteer assistance at the summer camp,



and the investigation of immigrant cases, 

in the city to become affiliated with the 
dom, and during the last year interested 
themselves actively in pending state legis- 
lation. Dramatic performances have 
been presented by their members so sue- 

ccssfully as to be repeated for other or- 
ganizations.

A valuable work is being performed by
eration into service for their people and 
training them so that in due course of 
in the greater, parent organization, the

Chicago Woman’s Aid

1 ׳׳-^  ■ri OR over forty years the Chi- 
lrf 1 ca£° Woman's Aid has been a leading force in many branches
Though composed exclusively of Jewish 
women, it has never confined itself to 
Jewish activities but has embraced every 
public cause enlisting its sympathies, un- 
impressive range and variety of perform-

This organization, which thus may be 
characterized as a Jewish, non-sectarian
“Young Ladies’ Aid Society,” chiefly for 
the purpose of visiting and bringing com- 
forts to the patients of the Michael Reese 
Hospital. Mrs. Henry Gerstley, Mrs. B. 
J. Wertheimer, DilahKohn (the first sec-
the leading organizers. The list of past 

than 1,250 members. Through its three 
cation, and Civics and Philanthropy—the 
activities which form an interesting con- 
trast to the modest purposes for which it 
was founded. These activities- we may 
only summarize, in tabulated form, in this 
outline.

The Chicago Woman’s Aid has organ- 

Women™ gymnasium* Lawson SchwT**

r
Schools

Other benefactions, inaugurated or 
maintained by the “Aid,’’ are :

?05 Partial support of Maxwell Street Settlement for

The “Aid" has also supplied a sewing 
teacher for the Jewish People’s Institute,191619 a worker for the Vocational Supervision*tt. League, the first social service nurse for

ent more the Associated Jewish Charities, and the
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first dietician at the West Side Dis-

Jn addition to these notable innova- 
lions, several scholarships have been 
endowed, at the following institutions:

The manifold interests of the Chicago 
Woman’s Aid also include, acting as

Grace Rownfdd

Mrs. Julius E. Weil

Mrs. Winfred J. Zucker
Mrs. Edwin j. FisherMrs. Carl A. Neuburger Mrs. Walter Ê. HellerMrs., Arthur M. Oppen- Mrs. Charles A. Gimbel

PublTrSt'lu'rnm G. H"“hbe,t

lion, escorting groups to concerts for the 
young, English classes for immigrants, 
mothers’ clubs in public schools, library 
extension work, and a "better films”

So comprehensive a yearly program is 
not, of course, the work of a few. It en- 
tails the aggressive attention of forty 
committees as well as that of the officers 
and directors, who for the year 192324־ 
consist of the following:

mJ H’e!>'“x^Swu»"■! Vtce-Presidcnts 
Miss Rose Greensfcider, Treasurer

Playhouse, Mrs. Winfred J. Zucker

Mrs. Stella W. Kauff-
Mrs. Nathan Klee Mrs. Mortimer H. Child Health, Mrs. George A- Wheeler Mothers' Clubs, Mrs, Kate Hirtcostein
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Public Affaire

Child'Welfare, Mrs. Hamilton Moses 

For many years the “Aid” met at Sinai 
Temple, but on September 1, 1923, its 
headquarters were removed to the Kim- 
ball Building, for the greater convenience 
semi-monthly meetings, lectures and dis- 
members, on literature, art, music, educa- 
tion, and various topics of the day. The 
appeal exerted by these programs as well 
as by the other activities on the yearly 
ly large attendance at meetings and from 
the waiting list of applicants for admis- 
sion which the Chicago Woman's Aid has 
had for years past.

Conference of Jewish Women’s Organizations

J
 ESIGNED as a clearing house 
for the many Jewish women's 
clubs of the city, the Confer- 
ence of Jewish Women's Or- 

gamzanons was founded in 1910 by a 
group headed by Mrs. Hannah G. Solo- 
mon, Mrs. Ignace J. Reis, and the late 
Mrs. M. A. Weinberg. All these three 
leaders have presided over the organiza- 
tion in the past, the complete list of past 
presidents being, in their order of ser- 
vice, as follows :

As stated in its constitution, the object 
of the Conference is “to expedite work 
which is of common interest, to consider 
all new work reported by one or more of 
the organizations, and to present the work 
of such organizations as desire coopéra- 
tion.” The motto that has been adopted

Eighty clubs are affiliated with the 
Conference, among them the largest and 

in the city. They
aggregate a total of some thirty thou- 
sand Jewish women. Their delegates at- 
tend the monthly meetings of the body, 
there to be informed of current issues, to 
take counsel of one another and to 

bring back to their organizations recom- 
mendations for common action. The 
meetings and activities of the Conference 
are at present directed by the following 
officcrs’and committee chairmen:

Each affiliated organization is repre- 
sented by two delegates, one of them the 
president, and two alternates. Monthly, 
matters of interest to the various bodies 
are taken up—the philanthropic, civic, 
affect the community’s welfare. The 
value of such an interchange of views, 
which the founders of the Conference 
foresaw, has been amply proved in prac- 
tice. Its influence has reacted on the 
smallest of the constituents as on the larg- 
est, and has made for unity of purpose 
and action. As a natural result, lost mo- 
tion and duplication of effort have been 
itable effort.

The Conference has not limited itself 
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terest to every phase of civic welfare. It 
cooperates militantly with the Juvenile
Voters, the School Committee, the So- 
rious welfare organizations for boys, the 
Council of Social Agencies, the Legisla- 
live Women's Congress, the Student Fei-

At all times the representatives of these 
ferencc platform, and they keep in con- 
stant touch with the Conference, knowing 
that their message will be carried back 
to all its constituent clubs and, with the 
endorsement of the central organization, 
will bring immediate, definite results.

In this connection, a recent statement

Specifically, the outstanding achieve- 
ments of the Conference may be enu- 
merated in this way:

In general, the Conference of Jewish 
Women’s Organizations may be said to
the thirty thousand women composing 
its constituents. It strives in every way to

strengthen worthy effort for the Jewish 
link between Jewish club women and all 
human family.



The Deborah

J
 HE Deborah was originally 
known as "The Deborah 
Verein," organized October 1$, 
1872, to assist in the work of 

d Hebrew Charities of Chicago.

Mis. L. Schoenfeld
H. Talleit Amalie Wolf.

mJ

The first meetings were held a 
were conducted in German. 
Schoenfeld was the first president 
1897 the organization was incorpo

Deborah
many years of its activity 
has had the following

The Deborah is now an organization 
of five hundred members and partici- 
pates in many philanthropies. One of 
its chief interests is the State Hospital 
for the Insane, at Dunning, where three 
times a year for the last eighteen years, 
entertainment and refreshment have been
During the existence of the Home for 
Jewish Friendless and Working Girls, 
the Deborah made that institution also 
an object of special care, the Shoe and 
Stocking Day being an annual event for

The principal achievement and activ- 
ity of the Deborah is the support of the 
Deborah Boys' Club, which was estab- 
lishcd October 13, 1907, at 1813 Indiana 
Avenue, the present quarters at 4720 
Grand Boulevard being purchased and 
fitted up in 1918. The most active work- 
ers in this undertaking were Mrs. Joseph 
Fish, Mrs. Alexander White, and Mrs. 
Joseph Wolf. The present home accom- 
modates thirty-five boys whose ages range 
from thirteen to eighteen years. Some 
are still attending school and the others 
arc working, though work after school is
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Upon entering the club the boys are first 
examined by a physician, and after being 
found eligible, are admitted. The club 
provides good food, clean beds, lockers,

reading-room, and a well-equipped rec-

Center, which is situated nearby. Here 

all the advantages of the Center's cultural 
to the boys for a small fee. The linai 
Congregation Sunday School admits the 
boys without charge, and when they are 
sick they are cared for at the Michael 
Reese Hospital. The club has received 
zens recalling their pleasant years in its

The Deborah Dramatic ‘ Club was 
formed in 1912 by Mrs. Hugo Brady 
with the aim of presenting playlets be- 
fore the inmates of various institutions, 
but that program has been enlarged to in- 
elude dramatic effort of all kinds. The 
officers of the Deborah Dramatic Club 
for the current year are as follows:

mJ Gu>uv'SS"k | Vice-Preben״

1904 as a young women’s auxiliary of the 
older organization and is todav one of 
the leading young people’s philanthropic 
organizations in Chicago, whose 150 
philanthropies.

Following are the present officers of 
the Deborah Juniors :

Edith Weiskopf ״ .,Ruth Wien æj Vice-Presidents

Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society 
Chicago Branch—(HIAS)

J
 HE Hebrew Sheltering and 
result of the amalgamation in 
1909 of the Hebrew Sheltering 

.ssociation, organized in 1888,
and the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society,
ganization, having as its purpose the ren- 
dering of assistance to Jewish immigrants 
in whatever form that aid may take. Im- 
migrants are met on their arrival at port; 

their welfare is looked after; friends or 
relatives are located for such as are un- 
able to take care of themselves ; they are 
looked after en route to their destina- 
lions; help in the matter of securing
necessary; naturalization papers are se- 
cured; educational and Americanization 
classes are organized.

The Chicago branch was originally 
known as the Hachnosis Orchim andoccu-



WELFARE AND AID ORGANIZATIONS
pied a building on Maxwell Street near 
Canal. When the Federated Charities 
was organized, it took over that building 
and gave the Hachnosis Orchim the one 
at 1336-38 South Morgan Street, a two- 
story structure belonging to the Jewish 
Aid Society. The latter charges one dol- 
lar a year rent provided the prem:— 
shall be used only for charitable purpo

mittcd to thousands of families, legal aid 
given when necessary—and numerous 
other vital services performed—-all with* 
out charge of any kind. . Deportation 
individuals concerned, have been 
pleaded, and the most harmonious rela-

the local and the national bodies. So 
creditable, in fact, have been the efforts 
af Chicago Hias that part of its budget is

Edward G. Blonder
A. BrodyJ. T. Cantor

Rabbi L. Kaplan

The present Chicago officers are :

The Federated Charities met 
budget of the Hachnosis Orchim u״ 
after the war, when “Hias” (the H 
brew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid !
over as a branch. Since that time, C 
cago Hias, as it is called, has retained th 
affiliation, and while immigration has d 
creased, its opportunities for service ha- 
nevertheless been many and important.

he local organiz

tion were Morris Tower, Sieg Natenberg, 
Joseph Blonder, and William Durschlag. 
All of them have continued in the work 
to the present, and under them and their 
co-laborers a notable record has been 
achieved. In line with the purposes of 
the national organization, newcomers to 
the city have been cared and provided 
for, transients made comfortable during 
their stay here, money has been trans-

Max CohnA. Copeland
Rabbi E. Epstein
O. G. Felton

Philip L. Seman Rabbi S. Shack M. Teitelbaum

M°Ud״S""
D. H. Weitzenfield
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Infants’ Aid Society

HE Infants’ Aid Society gives 
aid to infants and their moth- 
ers-when the mothers are un- 
able to purchase it. The or- 

ganization makes no demands as to locale 
or creed ; wherever help is needed, in hos- 
ready and willing to give it, to the extent

of its abilities. The need for such an 
Mrs." Harry J. Joseph, since deceased, 
and in November of that year she 
founded the Infants’ Aid Society with the

Mrs. J. Baer Mrs. C. Merz
Mrs. O. Harris Mrs. G. Weillow Mrs. I. Hirsch Miss E. Wellner.

The first administration consisted of: 

members, took up quarters at the B’nai 
Sholom Temple Israel Community 
House, 109 East Fifty-third Street, where 
it still meets every Monday, to arrange 

its work, and to make up the $reat quan- 
which it distributes through various hos- 
pitals and dispensaries. A great part of 
its work is done directly in the home.
also to the Michael Reese Hospital, 
Lying-In Dispensary, Home Finding
Court, Council Camp Wauconda, the
Daughters of Zion Infant Home and 
Day Nursery. The Infants' Aid has en- 
dowed and maintains a 23-bed nursery at 
the Mt. Sinai Hospital. Baskets are dis-

lecided upon, is being
president, Hortense 

ts. Joseph was presi-

1 Mrs. Henry Posner 
rved until 1922. Up- 
Vlrs. Joseph became 
and now, after her

The present administration consists of 
the following officers, directors, and com- 
mittee chairmen:
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MÏ.AGiÂ"‘" j Vice-Presidents

Mrs. B. Harte Falter Mrs. R. Mayer Mrs. Walter J. Flesch Mrs. H. A. Rabiner
Mrs. N. L. Krueger Mrs. M. Weber.

Jewish Big Sisters

J
RGANIZED in 1915, under 
the direction of Minnie F. 
Low, the Jewish Big Sisters 
has as its purpose the aid of 

young girls in the congested districts of 
the city. Its media are wholesome coun- 
sei, proper recreation, assistance in cdu- 
cation, material help when this is impcra- 
lively needed, and effort to improve home 
environment.

referred to the organization by the Jewish 
Social Service Bureau. Others come 
through the public schools, and a number tures dear to the heart of youth arc always
viduals.

Each of the Big Sisters is assigned to 
one or more charges, and keeps in per- 
sonal contact with them by inviting them 
in theirs, by winning the confidence of 
the young girls and their families, and 
becoming their friend and counselor. 
Tact, finesse, and patience arc required, 
but these have their reward in the im- 
provement of hundreds of young lives 
that otherwise lack guidance and an up- 
ward influence.

high school through the partial scholar- 
ship plan of the Big Sisters, whereby 
books, supplies, luncheon and carfare
ceived business college courses and have 

been assisted in other ways toward a 
higher place in the working world, and 
some are being given piano instruction.

The recreation program provides for 
indoor gatherings in the cool season, out- 
ings in summer, concerts, and theatre 
parties. An annual dinner and an annual 
automobile outing are a fixed part of the 
program. Though the cultural clement
allowed to obscure the attractiveness and 
entertainment value of these functions. 
Games, “goodies,” prizes, and other fea-

A strict policy of the Big Sisters is that 
cases of emergency. Their object is to 
independent women, and the principle of 
self-help is carefully conserved.

The Jewish Big Sisters, now number- 
ing one hundred, had as first president 
Mrs. I. Louis Greenberg, who served in 
1915-16. She was succeeded by Mrs. 
Meyer Roscngard, 1916-17, who was fol- 
lowed by Mrs. Philip P. Sachs, the'pres- 
ent incumbent. The complete admin- 
istration for the present term follows :

Mrs.. Philip P. Sachs, President
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Jewish Charities of Chicago
HE Jewish Charities of Chi- 
cago is the result of the union
1923, between the Associated 

Charities and the Federated 
Orthodox Jewish Charities, bringing all 
coöperating philanthropies under one 
administration.

Associated Jewish Charities
The “Associated” was the outcome of 

a movement started in 1899 to increase 
the amount available in the community 
annually for the support of its charitable 
institutions by a dignified and direct
method of : The
aim was to enlarge the number of sub* 
scribers and to increase the amounts given 
by regular contributors. Back of this aim 
was the desire to standardize the method 
of obtaining revenue and to do away with 
certain annoying and obnoxious means 
which theretofore had been relied upon

discuss the situation. The conference was 
held January 7, 1900, which date marks 
the birth of the Associated Jewish Chari- 
ties, in reality if not in form. Julian W. 
Mack, in his report as secretary of the 
“Associated,” at the first annual meeting 
held May 7, 1901, says:

Encouraged by this response, a pro- 
visional central committee was formed,
F. Meyer, Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, Leon 
Mandel, and Julian W. Mack, then sec- 
retary of the United Hebrew Charities.

to yield the necessary annual suppor
It was aimed, specifically, “to exc 

all forms of solicitation, ticket-sell 
bazaars, fairs, etc., and to confine i 
vidual bounty to direct subscription.’ 
was also felt that some represent 
body was needed to control the cal 
into being of new charitable enterp
community.

At the annual meeting of the Un
Hebrew Charities held in 1899,
executive board recommended the adop-
year before the United Charities had 
faced a shortage of $90,000, the accumu- 
lated deficits of years, which had been 
removed only through a gigantic bazaar 
in the Auditorium Theatre. To prevent 
such a deplorable condition from ever 
ered to confer with the various charitable
of action. Before this committee had 
acted, Edwin G. Foreman and Edwin F. 
Meyer decided to call a conference of 
representative men of the community, to

A sub-committee, consisting of represen- 
tatives of temples, clubs, and various or- 
ganizations, got to work at once soliciting 
subscriptions, with such good results that 
in less than two months, $100,000 a year 
had been pledged by less than six nun- 
dred individuals—half the number of 
regular contributors to the United He- 
brew Charities, whose subscriptions had 
never exceeded $110,000. This was an
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excellent start, presaging the success and 
growth that was to follow.

A committeeof twenty-one was formed, 
consisting of the five already named as 
the provisional central committee, to- 
gether with four members of each of the 
executive boards of the United Hebrew
Charities, the Jewish Training School, 
the Home for Aged Jews, and the Chi- 
cago Home for Jewish Orphans. A plan 
of organization was agreed upon by this 
body and submitted to a meeting of all 
subscribers held in Sinai Temple, April 
12, 1900. Here the Associated Jewish 
first officers were elected, as follows:

Trustees

Frank resigned at the end of the first 
month of his term and was succeeded by
Joseph Rosenbaum.

At the first meeting of the board of 
directors, April 17, 1900, the subscrip- 
lions announced totaled $115,940, raised 
among 835 subscribers. Offices were 
rented, and the work of securing new con- 
tributors was pushed with vigor.

The success of the “Associated” was 
one of the chief topics of interest at the 
National Conference of Jewish Charities 
held in Chicago in May, 1900. The dele- 
gates asked for copies of the by-laws, and 
studied the methods adopted. Upon their 
return home, similar movements were 
and New York, and have since spread to 
many other cities.

At the first annual meeting, May 7, 
1901, the secretary’s report showed 1,700 
subscribers and a total of $134,323, or 
$25,000 more than the highest amount 
previously raised by the United Hebrew 
Charities. Of this amount, only $1,033 
was outstanding on May 7, and contribu- 
tions amounting to $222 were canceled 
as uncollectible. After providing for all 
the affiliated institutions and donating to 
Jewish charity outside of Chicago which

port, as well as paying all operating ex- 
penses, a balance of $\611 was left in the 
treasury. The appropriations during 
that first year, 1900-01, were as follows :

Michael Reese Hwpilal...................

115 Chicago children) ״ .. ״  .....

Maxwell Street Settlement.......  
Seventh Ward ^reau.............«rv!ce

Thus the “Associated" more than justi- 
fied its existence and fulfilled the hopes 
of its founders. The officers did more 
during the first year, however, than 
merely raise sufficient funds of the vari- 
ous institutions enumerated above. They 
kept their promise to the community to 
make the money subscribed go as far as 
possible. How this was done is told by 
Secretary Mack in his annual report. He 

efficiency h» been wonderfully increared ^its
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of Directors elected for 1901-02. A. G. 
Becker succeeded Harty Hart as vice- 
president, and Harry Pflaum was chosen

ed by Becker. Samuel Depres and Louis 
Birkcnstcin were elected trustees for

Edwin G. Foreman continued as presi- 
dent until the third annual meeting, when 
A. G. Becker was elected to succeed him.
solidify the organization in its difficult 
formative period and had brought about 
the establishment of an emergency fund, 
a foresighted provision that later stood 
the young organization in good stead. 
The close of President Foreman's third 
term saw the total of annual subscriptions 
swelled to $139,896, given by 1,803 don- 
ors. A deficit of $8,000 incurred the 
previous year had been made up and all 
seemed bright and promising for the new 

^,resident Becker set to work to in- 
crease the amounts realized theretofore. 
His fellow officers were Isidor Baum- 
gartl, vice-president; Simon W. Straus, 

treasurer; and Louis Birkenstein, secre- 
tary. Foreman and Mack, the retiring 
president and secretary, were chosen trus• 
tecs. The efforts of Becker and his asso- 
ciatcs did increase subscriptions by 
$16,000, but the number of givers 
dropped from 1,803 to 1,775, and at the 
end of the next year, at the annual meet- 
ing held May 16, 1905, a net deficit of 
over $5,000 was reported owing to 
heavier expenditures than usual in con- 
ncction with the erection of the new 
Michael Reese Hospital and the furnish- 
ing of the Home for Jewish Friendless. 
Julius Roscnwald headed the subscrip• 
lion list with $4,000, his contribution the 
year previous having been $3,000.

Becker was elected president a third time, 
for 1905-06; William N. Eisendrath, 
vice-president; Louis Wampold, treas- 
urcr, and Louis Eckstein, secretary. 
Julius W. Mack, who had again served 
as secretary the preceding year, was 
chosen trustee for three years.

Despite the reverses suffered in these 
trying times when the “Associated” was 
struggling for a firm foothold, the per- 
sistencc of its devoted workers was not
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In the twenty-two years from the time 

of its founding until it merged with the 
“Federated” to form one all-inclusive 
body, the Associated Jewish Charities ex- 
crciscd an unparalleled inlluence in the 
life of the community. At a time when 
slipshod methods and working at cross 
purposes were the rule, it brought order 
and system into social service. Its leaders, 
through their personal example and their 
persistent missionary work, taught our
They spread the spirit of communal re- 
sponsibility and responsiveness, and 
taught the doctrine of cooperation. To 
them is largely due the great improve- 
ment in the Jewish community of to-day 
as compared with that of twenty-five 
years ago.

Federated Orthodox Jewish 
Charities

Coincident with the growth of the 
orthodox Jewish community in Chicago, 
there arose in it an ever-increasing num- 
ber of charitable institutions, and with 
them sprang up, in even more aggravated 
form, the same conditions which led to 
the formation of the Associated Charities 
by the reform clement. Various philan- 
thropic bodies were competing with each 
other in the collection of funds, and 
duplicating each other’s works in the dis- 
tribution. An endless round of social 
functions—balls, bazaars, fairs, theatre 
benefits, and what not—was exhausting 
the public's purse and patience, and after 
the expenses of these affairs were paid, 
the net amount left for the ultimate bene- 
ficiaries was usually very small. Can- 
vassers were employed by many of the 
institutions whose frequent solicitations 
did not improve the giving temper of the 
public, for it was well known that the 
canvassers were in some instances receiv- 
ing as high as sixty per cent of the moneys 
they collected. Then, too, the over- 
the funds tended to alienate the Jewish 
population still further. It was a case of 
good intentions gone astray through lack 
of coordination and discipline.

As early as 1909, a realization of these 

evils and an endeavor 10 find relief from 
them, are to be noted in a letter sent by 
the president of the Beth Moshav Z'Kei- 
nim (B. M. Z.), A. Margolis. Under 
date of September 22, he wrote to the

Bernard Horwich, a man widely 
identified with communal enterprises, 
then began to propagate the idea of fed- 
erating all orthodox charities into one 
compact, efficient organization. He in- 
terested Peter Boyarsky, at that time edi-
threw himself into the cause whole- 
heartedly. Day in and day out, brilliant, 
convincing editorials appeared from Boy- 
arsky’s pen urging the unification of 
orthodox institutions, and calling upon 
their officers to organize a federation.

Tn many instances the officials of the 
various bodies were reluctant to follow 
Horwich and Boyarsky’s suggestion, un- 
willing as they were to give up a jot of 
their sovereignty or their own antiquated 
methods of conducting their institutions. 
Public opinion was being awakened, 
however. The need of budget systems, 
of discipline and collaboration was being 
borne in upon the community, and de- 
mands for action became more and more 
insistent. Thus was the public prepared
in orthodox communal affairs.

On December 19, 1911, was held the



historic meeting of the “Ways and Mt 
Committee to Federate Orthodox Jev 
Charities.” Comprising this commi
were the following:

Perer Boyarsky

M. Ph. Ginzburg

S. Phillipson D. P. Pollock

S. B. Komaiko

S. J. Rosenblatt
B. J. Schiff
Dr. George Sultan

Voluntary contributions to defray 
expense of organization were madr 
all present, headed by donations of : 
each from B. Horwich and B. J. Sc 
The groundwork for future action 
then laid, and two weeks later the fol: 
ing officers were elected :

James Davis P | Vice-Presidents
B. J. Schiff,Treasurer
D. p/pollock, Office Manager.

April 4, 1912, and the general meeting ing the best influences in it.
which followed on April 15, served to The interest and support of Julius Ro- 
enlist manv others in the cause. A great scnwald had already been enlisted, his 
number of contributions was secured, of first step having been to send out a per- ..... ... ..------- - -- «-11---- sonal letter urging attendance at the gen-which the largest were as follows :

ence of the “Federated,” Rosenwald was 
an active force for its advancement, not 
only giving with his usual liberality but
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devoting his time and effort to it. To him 
only could have been accorded the unique
of both the Federated and the Associated 
Charities. In his dual position he exert- 
ed a powerful influence for solidarity 
which played no small part in the even-

A general canvass for subscriptions 
was begun on June 16, 1912. A North- 
west Side committee was organized im- 
mediately, composed of the following :

Philip Klafter, Chairman
A. S. Roe, Secretary

A West Side branch of the “Federated” 
was organized on September 10 at the 
Lawndale Club, comprised of the follow-

S. J. Rosenblatt, SecretaryLouis Bomash 1. LidwhinDr. B. H. Breakstone I. LuryeB. J. Brown A. PinkJ. Cohn M. Salk
A. S. DeKoisky L. Samkowitz

A. Goldberg H. SchwaneJ. G. Grossberg Rabbi Saul Silber
A. I. Jacobson M. Snower

Under President Horwich's direction, 
the development of the project went for- 
ward smoothly, and by the end of his first 
term twelve organizations were affiliated 
with the “Federated.” These were:

Beth Moshav Z'Keinim (Orthodox Home for 
^theA«d> j .jp ।

West Side Talmud TorahNorthwest Side Talmud TorahYerhivath Eta Chaim (Hebrew High School)

We« Side Ladies’ Charity Society
We« Side Gomlei Chesed shel EmethNorthwest^ Sde Gomlei Chesed shel Emeth

The budget of $123,000 which had 
been fixed for the first year was adhered 
to and all promised well for the new com-

munal venture. But gradually a change 
began to manifest itself in theattitude of
seemed to wane, and as in the case of the 
Associated Charities in its early history, 
subscriptions began to fall off. A meet- 
ing was called at the Hebrew Institute 
on March 26, 1914, to discuss the situa- 
tion. Rabbi Saul Silber and I. B. Lipson 
spoke at length on the necessity for rcor- 
ganization, but no action was taken 
throughout the summer.

Finally, when all felt that conditions 
were approaching a crisis, a meeting was 
arranged, September 9, to effect reorgani- 
zation. At this meeting, held in the 
Stratford Hotel, Julius Rosenwald was 
chosen chairman of a committee of nine 
to be selected by him. The board of 
formulate plans for such changes in the 
its workings and strengthen its position 
and influence among the Jews of Chi-

Roscnwald s choice for his committee
A. G. Becker Albert D. Lasker
Abel Davis Rabbi Smjl Silber

the committee met and formulated these 
seven cardinal recommendations:

^Ï. A budget committee of the "Federated” shall

the request of the "Federated."7. The support of the Maimonides Hospital is

These recommendations were adopted 
at a meeting of the organization held in 
the Hebrew Institute, September 23, 
1914, and ever since then have been
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adhered to as sound guiding principles. 
Thus was the most critical situation in the 
history of the “Federated” met success- 
fully. From that time on, the organiza- 
tion progressed steadily, each year in- 
creasing its sphere of usefulness to the 
orthodox community.

In January, 1915, President Horwich, 
having guided the venture through its 
infancy, expressed a desire to be relieved 
of the manifold burdens of his office, and 
was succeeded by James Davis. Davis 
served with such conspicuous success that 
he was reelected eight consecutive times, . 
remaining president from the time he 
succeeded Horwich until the “Feder- 
ated” was merged with the “Associated.” 
How the organization grew during 
Davis' incumbency may be gleaned from 
the institutional budget for 1921-22:

$39,000
of Budget

Federated Relief Society•

Shure Torah Hebrew School

Yelhivath Elz Chaim (He- brew High School)

Up to the time of his death in 1922, 
A. L. Stone was known for his marked 
success in directing the fund-raising 
drives of the “Federated,” S. J. Rosen- 
blatt then took this work upon himself 
and won a reputation as a campaign di- 
rector. Among the workers, too, should 
be mentioned Mrs. Benjamin Davis, 
and Mrs. Julius Stone, whose untiring 
efforts won many volunteer workers to 
the organization and produced many 
thousands of dollars in subscriptions.

When the Administration Building 
was completed, in 1915, the Federated 
Charities moved its office there, where it 

agcmcnt of Bessie Simon, executive sec- 
rctary for a number of years, the office 
has been conducted on the most advanced 

stituent organizations.
The growth of the Federated Ortho- 

dox Jewish Charities has not been with- 
out its trials and mistakes. But on the 
whole it has been a strong influence for 
good in the community ana in the institu- 
tions, awakening the conscience of one 
has taught the orthodox public to give in 
large amounts. It reduced duplication 
and waste in orthodox charitable work 
and has brought about a spirit of cn- 
lightened cooperation — a spirit which 
found its highest expression in the union 
of the Federated with the Associated 
Charities, thus bringing about a new day 
in the Jewish community.
The Jewish Charities of Chicago
Almost since the inception of the “Fed- 

erated" in 1912, the more forward-look- 
ing in the community־ had cherished the 
idea of merging it with the ״Associated” 
into a single body. The existence of two 
separate organizations supervising local 
Jewish philanthropy, was inimical to 
communal unity. It promoted artificial 
divisions in interest and allegiance. It 
also tended, to an extent, toward the same 
sort of duplication of which the constitu- 
ent organizations had been guilty, and to 
end which the two supervisory bodies had 
been created.

True, the “Federated" limited itself to 
orthodox interests, while the older organi- 
zation represented the liberal or reform 
groups. Yet as time went on, the lines of 
demarcation became less and less distinct, 
while the conviction grew on both sides 
that, in a broad sense, their aims were 
common; each stressing different phases 
of effort but both striving for the same 
community.

How strong was this sense of unity is 
apparent from the fact that some of the 
most important charities leaders were 
members of both bodies. Thus, in 1922,
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we find the following as officers or direc• 
tors of the “Associated” and the "Feder- 
ated": Louis M. Cahn, Abel Davis, 
James Davis, Samuel Deutsch, A. D. 
Lasker, Julius Rosenwald, Sigmund Sil- 
berman.

Almost with the inception of the

gating the project of uniting the two 
organizations. Every year since 1919, 
official mention of it was made in his 
annual message as president of the “Fed- 
crated." On January 25, 1922, when 
decision on the question was swinging in 
the balance, Davis expressed himself be- 
fore his board of directors in this force- 
ful way:

Ob!ect1ons ro the amalgamation plan 
were not lacking The orthodox forces 
feared that union would bring a de- 
parture from rigid orthodox standards, 
that the smaller organization would be 
"swallowed” and its purposes defeated. 
“Associated” adherents had misgivings 
that their new co-workers might prove a 
disturbing and irreconcilable element.

way to a joining of forces, without un- 
worthy compromise on cither side.

On January I, 1923, the amalgamation 
went into official effect, marking the new 
epoch when all cooperating welfare agen- 
cies should act under a single, centralized 
stewardship.

There was but one person in the minds 
of all, for president, and Julius Rosen- 
wald was unanimously chosen to head the 
Jewish Charities of Chicago, as the new
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Officials, Jewish Charities of Chicago
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SOLOMON L. SULZBBRCBR 0״» born in Philadelphia, ities docs its work. This organization, 

the Jewish Social Service Bureau, han- 
dies almost every conceivable problem of 
human maladjustment. It functions 
which has a distinct *work to perform. 
The city is divided into districts, and all 
of the problems coming to light in one of 
these areas arc handled by the workers in

On"February 1. IES7. he 

affiliated with it the following institu-
Aid Association for Incurable Jews

Federated Relief Society

LBO F. WORMSER, ion 01 David and Frida (Falk)
ChieaRo ’Jdy 6^ IIS*

There is listed above, one organization 
which is the result of expert investigation 
of the various conditions with which it 
deals, on the part of the Jewish Charities 
of Chicago and its predecessors, and is

Michael Reese Hospital
Orthodox Jewish Home for Aged

Hebrew School United Congregations 
Kncscth Israel Shaare Torah^chool 
Northwest Hebrew School

Organizations to Whose Support the Jewish Charities or Chicago Contribute
Chicago Lying-in Hospital and Dispensary 

ance according to a carefully worked out 
budget of family needs. At the same 
time the workers endeavor to discover 
and remove the causes which are respon- 
siblc for the condition in the family. If 
persons are sick, medical, hospital, and 
sanitarium care is secured; if they are 
out of work employment is secured, and 
they arc helped in preparing for and be- 
coming citizens of the United States. Ed- 
ucational and vocational opportunities 
arc provided for those in need of such 
help. Difficulties between husbands and 
wives and parents and children arc ad- 
justed. In brief, any person who finds 
himself in trouble may secure advice and 
assistance merely for the asking.

The Social Service Bureau maintains 
a Legal Aid Department which adjusts 
business and wage difficulties, gives legal 
advice and assistance to people who are
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unable to pay attorney’s fees, and repre- 
sents the organization as well as other 
in Chicago. This department is also ac- 
tive in working for better conditions 
through legislation.

A Girls' Department handles wayward 
girls, adjusts their vocational, educational 
and behavior difficulties, represents the 
Jewish people in the Juvenile Court, and 
in general, tries to reduce the problem of 
Jewish delinquency to a minimum.

with difficult boys. These two depart- 
ments have been so successful that where- 
as the Jewish population of Chicago is 
about ten per cent of the total popula- 
tion, Jewish delinquency is only about

and correct!׳
i the state hos- 
I as the penal 
s of the state.

ployment for them and tries to adjust 
them so that they may become useful 
members of society.

There is also a household economics 
department where trained visiting house- 
keepers teach mothers, in their homes and 
in classes conducted in housekeeping cen- 
ters, proper food values and preparation 
and house management.

Still another department, called the 
Self-Support Department, establishes 
handicapped persons in business, teaches 
them the elements of business principles 
the transition period, so that families are 
thus made independent and become assets 
instead of liabilities to society. The Bu- 
reau has spent as much as three thousand 
dollars at one time on a family in estab- 
lishing it in business. Though these ex- 
penditures are made without guarantors, 
re-payments are usually made without 
very much loss.

Another special department is that for 
handling transients and non-residents in 
Chicago who may be stranded here and 
who need assistance in order that they 
may return to their homes.

Finally the Bureau operates a series of 
Industrial Shops for handicapped per- 
retrain handicapped persons, provides 
opportunities for occupational therapy, 
not employable in industry. The estab- 
lishment of these shops is proving to be 
one of the most effective methods of deal- 
ing with dependency. In these shops 
there are blind men making household 
and factory brooms which are sold locally 
and through the mails. Other handi- 
capped persons make house aprons, house 
dresses, children's wear, and lingerie of 
various kinds. Still other handicapped 
men and women do various kinds of tex- 
tile weaving. The shoe repair shop does 
several handicapped men for employ- 
ment, who would otherwise be forced in- 
to a life of idleness.

The Jewish Social Service Bureau has 
a large staff of college and professionally 
give service when necessary, but it is con- 
stantly endeavoring to teach people how 
to help themselves because of its belief 
that encouraging people to depend on
service.

With the necessary funds in hand for 
carrying on the work of its Social Service 
Bureau, as well as that of its many affili-
ture of the Jewish Charities of Chicago 
are going forward rapidly. Various in- 
stitutional needs are under survey by the 
Research Bureau and as its findings are
of Chicago will take vigorous action on 
them, confident of the public’s support.

The first year has demonstrated that 
popular sentiment is with the union of 
forces that has been brought about. It 
has also shown how vastly greater is the 
strength of the whole than was that of the 
parts which went to make it up. If this 
brief period is any criterion, the future 
holds great developments in store, 
greater and more glowing than were ever 
hoped for by the pioneers, whose arduous 
toil laid the foundations for the Jewish 
Charities of Chicago.
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Jewish Consumptives’ Relief Society

UBERCULOSIS ^became ^a 
first great wave of immigra- 
tion from Russia in the 1890s. 

Most of the immigrants found their 
way into the sweat-shops of that period, 
where large numbers of them quickly 
contracted the disease. The one cry then 
was “Denver,” and soon large numbers 
of unfortunate Jews were walking the 
streets there, friendless in a large city,
by the disease from any labor. The Jew- 
ish Consumptives’ Relief Society of Den- 
ver, which had been organized to take 
care of such cases soon found itself short 
of funds from the multiplicity of calls for 
aid. An appeal was broadcasted through-

ptives’ Relief 
-a ni zed Octo׳

Mrs. C. D. Spivak, wife of the well- 
known Denver physician, was one of the 
chief influences in the formation of the 
society. In the actual work of organisa- 
tion, Dr. B. B. Pirosh took the lead, as- 
sisted by Mrs. Pirosh, Mrs. I. J. Robin, 

Mrs. J. Werb, Mrs. Lena Baron Seid- 
ner, Mrs. Leo Porges, and Mrs. J. Isaac- 
owitz. These and a number of others 
were the charter members.

Mrs. I. J. Robin was the first president 
of the society, the past presidents in their 
order being the following: 

Mrs. M. M. Gordon

prised of the following: 
Mrs. J. B. Maikos, President
MÏ D.y'Kh'her}'1'" ■'׳“־1’״ ""*

Mrs. B. P. RuekbergMrs. L. B. SagerMrs. B. J. Schiff
Mrs. H. R. Schiff
Mrs. H. WalperMrs. G. Winsberg.

The chief object of the society immedi- 
ately after it was organized was to send 
as much money as possible to Denver, to 
help maintain patients that came from 
Chicago. Dances, parties, and other
increasing stream of money was finding 
its way to the great city in the mountains.

During this time, the late Dr. Theo- 
dore B. Sachs was residing in Denver, 
where he made a special study of the psy- 
chology of the tubercular patient. Dr. 
Sachs came to the conclusion that just as 
much benefit, if not more, could be de-



rived by the patient in his home as in the 
West, provided proper nourishment and 
living quarters were used. He found that 
the mental distress and pain at being sep- 
arated from one's family for a protracted 
length of time, retarded recovery more 
than the beneficent climate helped it.

Acting upon Dr. Sachs* opinion, the 
J. C. R. S. of Chicago gradually began

MltS.^ACTBB. |R0SE BEREZN'AK>. "*■

devoting more and more of its time and 
money to tubercular prevention and relief 
in Chicago. The society was the pioneer 
in this work in Chicago, and the many 
necessary steps and actions had to be care- 
fully worked out, as there was no previ- 
ous experience to be guided by.

The functions of the society in its relief 
work in the city were many. Patients 
were examined by competent physicians, 
food of the proper kind and quality 
was furnished. In certain cases entire 
families were moved to more sanitary 
quarters and porch equipment, bed 
clothes, clothing, even furniture and 
stoves in necessary cases were furnished.

Hard work was forbidden the sick 
mother. Laundry and cleaning bills were 
paid by the society. Crackers and milk 
were given to the children of tubercular 
parents, and they were sent, whenever 

possible, to open air schools. Picnics 
were given to the children in the summer 
in order to get them into the clean coun-

With the scope and the work of the 
society constantly broadening, it was 
found impossible for the volunteer work- 
ers to do full justice to the unfortunate 
sufferers. A trained social worker was 
employed, who devoted all her time to 
effective results of the society so im- 
left no stone unturned in her effort to aid 
the society.

During her term of office as president 
framed and presented a bill to the City 
Council which compelled landlords to 
screen doors and windows. This bill 
backed by the J. C. R. S. was passed by 
the City Council and is at the present time 
an ordinance in force.

The work of the J. C. R. S. proved 
definitely that consumption can' be re- 
lieved in this climate. Acting upon the 
data collected by the society, the Winfield
Sanitarium at Naperville were erected. 
The Tuberculosis Institute was organ- 
ized, and their efforts, combined with 
penis to the movement that led to the 
erection of the Municipal Tuberculosis 
Sanatorium, one of the greatest steps for- 
ward ever taken in the fight against the 
disease.

All of the sanatoria mentioned, how- 
ever, were designed to care chiefly for the 
incipient and moderately advanced pa- 
for the advanced patient. This condition 
funds were collected for the erection of 
a sanitarium to be under the direction of

The funds so generously given by the 
safely invested and steadily increasing in 
value. The society expects soon to erect 
its own sanitarium, and to continue its 
mission of healing the sick, which it has 
set before itself.
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Jewish Free Burial Society 
(Gomlei Chesed shel Emeth)

N the early ’90s, through an in- 
for such an organization 
forcibly to the attention of the 
Jewish community, there was 

formed the first Jewish Free Burial So- 
ciety in Chicago, the Gomlei Chesed shel 
Emcth.

being Henoch

age was purchased and a house with all 
modern facilities erected at the cemetery.

The present administration is com- 
prised of the following:

During Jacobson’s incumbency, now in 
its sixth year, operating expenses have 
been radically reduced, cemeteries im- 
proved at a cost of $6,000, and additional
plaines Avenue near Roosevelt Road, at 
an outlay of $21,000. This plot is now 
worth upward of $60,000.
Chicago and vicinity where the family is 
unable to provide proper interment. Since 
its formation, the society has cared for 
6,693 such cases.

Northwest Free Burial Society
. om״״ n™»h״ ! .. C.1-. «!. .>״ ״ a !... Until October 24, 1904, the Northwest
five .h״Ä: Sank. Rub. Abbham. ftari, and Bu״־״. Gomlei Chesed shel Emeth was a branch 

-------------- of the West Side Gomlei Chesed shel 
Goodman, the first president; H. Shorn- Emeth. It was organized in 1898 as 
berg, Moses Kisel, Morris Shlensky, and a branch in order to take care of the 
A. 1. Kaper. Cemetery lots at Richlawn ever increasing community of Jews of the 
were donated by the United Hebrew Northwest Side. With Pesach Davis, the 
Charities, through the efforts of its super- father of James and Abel Davis, as presi- 
intendent, Frances Kiss, and in 1894 the dent, Samuel Friedman as superintend- 
society acquired two acres of land at ent, D. Rothenberg as vice-president, 
Waldheim, where the present cemetery is Jacob Doppelt as treasurer, and Moses 
situated. The first superintendent was Nathan as secretary, the organization 
the late Dr. A. P. Kadison, under whose began its career as a free burial society, 
able administration the society began to A separate charter was granted to the

society in 1904 because of a lack of har-
The list of past presidents is as follows : mc״;y >9 'he relations between the two or-
S. Blumenthal

ganizations. As an independent body, 
the Northwest Gomlei Chesed shelH. M. Barnett P. Witkowsky F. Goldstein Emeth then bought a cemetery in Wald-

 -r------- heim, and upon the founding of the Fed-Under Barnett’s leadership additional crated Charities became one of its con---- "״7
land was acquired. During the adminis- stituent bodies. Support is provided by 
tration of Witkowsky, who served as a membership of about nine hundred



WELFARE AND AID ORGANIZATIONS

Jewish Free Loan Society
(Chevra Gemilath Chassodim Mishna Ugmoro)

N the early ’90s, a few men of 
occasions upon which the loan 
of a few dollars would have 

months of hardship and heart­
ache, met in a small room on the West 
Side and formed an organization for the 
purpose of lending money to their needy 
brethren.

Small loans drawing no interest and 
payable within a year were to be made by 
this chevra. Subscription lists were 
opened and ten of the organizers sub- 
scribed $10. Five of the “wealthier” 
subscribed $15 each. The total capital 
of the chevra was thus $175 and with this 
tidy sum they began their operations, 
which have grown steadily through the 

their splendid work on a small scale un- 
til the demands upon them became such 
that it was decided to organize a corpora- 
tion to make loans on a much greater 
scale. The Jewish community had grown, 
charities were not well organized, and 
the nation was in the midst of the Panic 
of 1893. Thus, on January 8, 1894, the 
Chevra Gemilath Chassodim Mishna 
of Illinois and commenced its benevolent 
business, with headquarters at the Con- 
|regation Mishna Ugmoro, 636 O'Brien

The first officers of the new corporation

Loans were made to applicants who 
could secure a guarantor who would en- 
dorse the applicant's note for the amount 
borrowed. These loans usually ranged 
from ten to fifty dollars and were made 
so carefully, albeit promptly, that only

$180 out of a total of $449,629 was not re*
The expenses of the corporation were 

rather small as there was but one name on 
the payroll. Uriah Teplitz, the secre- 
tary, received the sum of one dollar per 
week for his labors to pay for his car- 
fare. His duties were to collect the small 
from the society and also to collect from 
the members the weekly dues of five cents.

The business of the organization, how- 
ever, increased so rapidly that after a few

1 Teplitz retired from his own busi-
ness and devoted all of his time and ener- 
gies to the work of the society.

Schimcn Hirsch Simon, one of the 
trustees, a devout student of the Talmud, 
present at the synagogue a considerable 
part of his time, was ever ready to meet 
applicants, to make out their applications, 
furnish them with receipts, and receive 
payments. He was a faithful worker and
willingly to the charitable work of the 
organization.

Twenty thousand five hundred appli- 
cants have been accommodated, some of 
them prosperous business men and lead- 
tunes and places of honor since the time 
of their “loan” days.

It is interesting to note the manner of 
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making loans that were as high as two, 
three, and even five hundred dollars. The
cant name a guarantor. The guarantor 
would then be communicated with. The 
guarantor, without the knowledge of the 
applicant would supply the amount ap-
ganization would turn over this money to 
the applicant.
large scale is further made possible by 

it loaned out without interest. When 
these friends of the society require their 
money, they call for it.

On April 3, 1923, a meeting of the so- 
ciety was held at the Mishna Ugmoro 
Synagogue and the following officers 
were elected :

H. Halper, President
H.U™״"lk ( Vice-Presidents
Uriah Teplitz, Secretary.

Jewish Home Finding Society of Chicago

HE Jewish Home Finding So- 
ciety was organized in 1907 for 
the purpose primarily of estab- 

mothers whose children were at that time 
ing spirits in the organization were Ju- 
lius Rosenwald, Minnie F. Low, Judge 
Julian B. Mack, Adolph Kurz, Emma 
B. Mandi, and L. M. Stumer. . Mrs. 
was the first superintendent.

As pensioned mothers’ homes were es- 
tablishcd, a considerable number of chil- 
dren were removed from the orphan 
homes and cared for by their own moth- 
ers in family homes in one of the first 
forms of mothers’ pension. Later these 
women and those accepted upon applica- 
tion to the Juvenile Court of Cook Coun-
Jewish Home Finding Society supple- 
what was then the established living 
budget.

Attention was called also to the fact 
that children not admissible to institu- 
tions because of their age and physical 
disability needed care in foster family 
homes. A small amount of this work was 
being done by several agencies that rec- 
ognized the need. This foster family 
care work was brought together under 
the direction of the Jewish Home Find- 
ing Society and has steadily developed 

until it is the major interest of the or- 
ganization. As the work developed 
the inadequacy of institutional care 
of children temporarily dependent, as 
represented in the Home for the Jewish 
Friendless, was increasingly evident. The 
greater efficiency* of foster family work, 
both in actual care of the child and the 
number of children that could be cared 
for, was constantly borne in on those re- 
sponsible for the care of the community’s 
dependent children.

Finally in 1917 the Home for Jew- 
ish Friendless and Working Girls was 
dosed and later sold, and all the children 
needing care were placed in foster fam- 
ily homes.

Since that time the work of the Jewish 
Home Finding Society has steadily in- 
creased with regard to foster family care, 
both in volume and in types of children 

In 1921 the Jewish Home Finding So- 
ciety in conjunction with other interested 
social agencies, after proving to the state 
legislature the inadequacy of the moth- 
ers' pension awards, secured an amend- 
ment to the Mothers’ Pension Law which 
provided much more adequately for the 
families in care and allowed an increase 
in individual budgets so great in many 
cases as almost to double the actual

. In 1922 the Jewish Home Finding So-
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vice Bureau, all of its work for mothers’ 
pensions, confining its activities since that 
time entirely to the care of the neglected 
child in foster homes.

The number of children cared for in 
1922 was 632, and in 1923 nearly 700. 
Since its inception the organization has 
cared for 5,987 children. In 1923 it gave 
110,000 days of boarding care and spent 
$121,000.

The Jewish Home Finding Society 
cares for children of all ages from the 
tiny baby bereft of its mother and just out 
of the hospital where it was born, to the 
older girl or boy needing specially care- 
ful and selected environment and super- 
vision. It holds itself in readiness to care
city of Chicago and immediate environ- 
ative to care for it.

The staff consists of a superintendent, 

an assistant superintendent, two Michael 
Reese nurses supervising the feeding of 
infants and the health of older children, 
and a field and clerical staff devoted to
a special department devoted solely to 
the finding, selecting, classifying, and re- 
porting of boarding homes.

The
vision י

: Jewish Home Finding Society is 
cd by and under the. direct super- 
of the State Department of Public

Welfare, to which it reports quarterly all 
foster homes in use.

The present board of directors is com-

Dr. Juliut H״. Hew

S. S. Lelewer Mrs. Emma B. Mandi Herbert Oberletder

Frank L. Sulzberger.

Kurlander Aid Society

HE Kurlander Aid Society was 
organized on August 14, 1911, 
as an agency for the giving of 
immediate aid to the needy 

among that colony of Russian Jews com-
Russia. Among the organizers and first
officers were :

S. Shulman
S. Straus

The first meetings were held at the 
Palace Opera House, and the purposes of 
the society attracted an ever-growing 
membership. The war brought new de- 
mands and an increased interest in re- 
lief activities. Among the more impor- 
tant enterprises during the war period 
might be mentioned the establishment of 
the Baltic War Relief, a special cam- 
paign for the Baltic provinces. Part of 
that relief consisted of a carload of cloth­

ing shipped to Libau and Riga for dis- 
tribution in Latvia. After the armistice 
the organization interested itself in war
over to the Joint Relief Committee.

president of the Kurlander Aid Society:
S. Straus, 1911-1912I. Taub, 1912-1913
M. Goldman, 1913-1914H. Magidsohn, 1914-1915H. B. Kulp, 1915-1916M. W. Klaff, 1916-1917S. E. Newberger, 1917-1918
H. Wippman, 1918-1919L. Perlman, 1919-1920S. Shulman, 1920-1921A. Sherman, 1921-1922.

The society now has a membership of 
three hundred, meeting twice a month at 
Lawndale Hall. The present officers are
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Mothers’ Aid of the Chicago Lying-In Hospital

F^^TSÿlT was but natural that a hos- 
T I pital, founded for the express 
9|W| purpose of raising the standard 

IWfOTI of obstetric teaching and prac- 
lice in the central and western states, and 
located in the heart of one of the best 
Jewish districts in Chicago, should find 
a ready aid in the mothers of that district. 
That desire to help, at the instigation of 
Mrs. Mark Neuman (Ida De Lee), re- 
suited in the founding of the Mothers’ 
Aid of the Chicago Lying-In Hospital 
and Dispensary, in 1904.

The charter members and first offi-

is waged by the organization, making for 
better obstetrical practice.

In 1915 the Aid Pavilion was built 
by the organization at a cost of $100,000 
and presented to the Lying-In Hospital, 
and in the last four years $30,000 has been 
raised with which to endow a two-bed 
room and a four-bed room in the hos-

The

Mrs. Albert Pick I ״.Mr.. M. D. WitkowAy j Vra-Piwulem•
Mr«. E. F. WilkowAy, Recording Secretary
Mrs. Simon J. Goldstein

over fourteen hundred names, with the 
following officers and chairmen of the 
standing committees :

Mrs. Max S. Sickle, President
^trs. Joseph Fish } Vice-Presidents

Mrs. Meyer Weil, Recording Secretary
Mrs. Noah Van Cleef, Financial Secretary

Mrs. David Baehler Mrs. Max Bernard

Though nearing its twentieth year of 
service, the organization has had but four 
presidents: Mrs. Mark Neuman, 1904- 
1911 ; Mrs. Joseph Fish, 1911-1917,1921- 
1923; Mrs. Hugo Hartman, 1917-1921, 
and Mrs. Max S. Sickle, 1923—.

From the very first the work of the 
Mothers' Aid has concerned itself vitally 
with the needs of the hospital. Though 
the raising of funds was important, and 
great sums have been raised by the or- 
ganization since its inception, quite its 
most important service has been the time 
spent by its many members in actual hos- 
pital work. To what an extent that work 
has grown is evidenced by the fact that in 
the last six years the members of the

Mrs  ̂John Magnus Mrs. Jacob Marks
Mrs. Benj.D^Enendrath Mts.CharlesNusbaum
Mrs. Sidney H. Kahn Mrs. Sol Kiefer , Mrs. Wmi G. Swartchild Mrs. Harry J. Weinstock

Mrs. Emil BeckMrs. Charles ColmMrs. Herbert Goldstein Mrs. Richard MarksMrs. Gustave Gottschalk Mrs. Carl Meyer 
Mrs. Alfred Hamburger Mrs. Adolph Misslcr

Mrs. Albert Hoefeld
Mrs. Heliodor Schiller

dressings used in the hospital, and also 
sewed all garments and linens used in the 
hospital. The Social Service Depart- 
the hospital, provides recreation for ex- 
pectant mothers, and in exceptional cases 
advances funds. A continual campaign

House and Social, Mrs. Max Bernard
Program, Mrs. Emil Reinhold^

"My Mother" Fund, Mrs. Herbert F. Gold-

Publication Editor, Mrs. Alfred Hamburger



Hospital Supply Groups, Mrs. Adolph Mossier fog. Hospital, endowed two Cribs, one 
in the hospital and the other in the

The Mothers’ Aid is affiliated with va- 
rious “Club Federations,” the delegates 
to which are as follows :

Max S. Sickle Ç1 M

C. Eckhouse _ _

Senior delegates to the Junior Board 
are Mrs. Hugo^Hartman and Mrs. Ben-

The Junior Auxiliary of the Mothers' 
Aid was organized in 1912 by Mrs. Jo- 
seph Fish, Mrs. Mark Neuman, Mrs. 
Albert Oppenheimer, Mrs. Charles Sin- 
Alfred Lewy.

Though its latest membership list in- 
eludes but 250 names, paying $1.00 a year . ....... .
as dues, the Junior Auxiliary, in addition personal assistance is given twice a week, 
to the personal service given by its va- and furnished a room on the second floor 
rious committees, has endowed and of the hospital.

pavilion, given $100 3 year to the Cal-

tion of milk 
iced a course 
Inch was in- 

clinics at which

Sisters of Aid

HE Sisters of Aid came into 
being in May, 1891, to assist in 
the activities of the South Side 
Hebrew Congregation, at a 

time and in subsequent years when that 
congregation exercised a weighty influ- 
ence over the South Side Jewish com-

It was organized through the efforts of 
two of the prominent members of the con- 
gregation, John Steiner and Louis Rosen- 
baum. both of whom have long since 
passed away. Mrs. Flora Rosenbaum

Charity of all kinds comes under the 
legitimate scope of the organization’s ac-

tivities. The great bulk of its assistance 
is given through the medium of properly 
organized philanthropic institutions, 
both in Chicago and out.

Among its presidents after Mrs. Rosen- 
baum, have been: Mrs. Augusta Winter- 
berg, Mrs. Etta Marks, Mrs. Ray Hosko- 
vitz, Mrs. Tessie Blank, Mrs. Celia Wald 
and others.

The organization now meets at the 
South Side Hebrew Community House, 
114 East Fifty-ninth Street. Following
is the present administration : Mrs. Aaron Waldj PresideiK



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO

Sunset Camp Service League

HE Sunset Camp Service houses each provide for eight girls and a 
League was organized in 1915 counsellor.
“to maintain and conduct a Sunset Camp opens each year for ten 
philanthropic vacation center weeks, giving two weeks'vacation to over ' 

for Jewish girls and to stimulate volun- 250 physically normal girls. This year, 
teer social service.’’ the camp remained open during the

The first camp was opened at Round month of September for a group of “car- 
Lake, Illinois, and soon the demand for diac” girls from eight years of age up- 
accommodation had reached such a point ward. Only cases classified as organic 
move was finally made to the second or slightly diminished physical activities,
camp of the League on Diamond Lake, 
near Area, Illinois. In 1920, the Scholar-

were accepted. A doctor, nurse, and
״״ . ״׳ v, ׳״״ ״״״״״ .- teacher were on the grounds to care for 

ship Association for Jewish Children, the physical and mental needs of the chil-
recognizing the value of the League’s dren.
work, donated and equipped a portable The presidents of the League have 
house, with accommodations for eight been:
year in 1921, through the Louise E. 
Nathan Fund, a similar cottage was 
bought which is maintained by the Jo- 
seph N. Eisendrath family.

In 1922, through generous memorial
G. Foreman, the League was enabled to 
have a permanent home of its own. This 
is located on Channel Lake, near Antioch,
Illinois, and covers four acres of thickly

Mrs. Isaac F. Stern, 1915-1916Mrs. Ralph J. Rosenthal, 1916-1918Miss Juliette Pollak, 1918-1922.
The present administration follows:

mJ a. ^sk1^nlh^ I Vi“■ ז’מז a'n,'

The League cooperates with a number
Illinois, and covers four acres of thickly of the local philanthropic organizations, 
wooded ground. The main house has among them being: Scholarship Associa- 
eight large rooms; well equipped with tion for Jewish Children, Jewish Social
running water and electric light, and has Service Bureau, Jewish Home Finding 
large and airy sleeping accommodations Society, Michael Reese Dispensary, and 
for twenty-six girls. The two portable Chicago Home for Jewish Orphans.

Willing Workers Woman’s Club

N 1903, the Baron Hirsch 
Woman's Club, supporter of 
the Home for Jewish Friend- 
less and Working Girls, asked 

for volunteers from among its members 
to devise and carry out means of enlarg- 
ing the Home. The following fifteen re- 
sponded, and from their activities there 
sprang into existence the organization of 
the Willing Workers :

Mrs. M. Friend

Mrs. Philip Klafter Mrs. Abe Kohn
Mrs. Ilenry Schulhoff

These fifteen became the charter mem- 
hers of the Willing Workers Woman's 
Club, which was formally launched in



WELFARE AND AID ORGANIZATIONS
November, 1903. Mrs. Abe Kohn was 
chosen president, Mrs. M. Friend vice-
urer, and Mrs. J. Grinker, secretary.

leadership of Mrs. Kohn and her sue- 
cessors, the list of past presidents being 
as follows :

Mrs. Abe Kohn, 190306־Mrs. Hannah Newman. 190609־
Mrs. Adolf Sturm, 1909-12Mrs. Abe Kohn, 1912-15Mrs. Jacob Cline, 191517Mrs. Hugo King, 1917-20Mrs. I. Schoen, 1920-21Mrs. S. Goldenburg. 1921-22.

The members, exceeding 1,600 in num-
ed in 1922 and now

Mra. Sol Bardin

Mrs. J. L. Gertz Mrs. Charles' Rothschild 
Mrs. J. W-, Scharff^

Mrs. I. TischlerMrs. S. Weinberg

ganiza'tion has served as an independent 
philanthropic group, directing its ser-

in her second term.
who served in the chair for six years, is 
honorary president. The complete ad- 
ministration for 1923-24 consists of the 
following:

J Vice-Presidents

viding food and clothing to consumptives 
and their families. They have a dietician 
and visiting housekeeper, maintaining a 
relief office at the Chicago-Winfield dis- 
pensary, and are about to erect a 32-bed 
children’s cottage at the Sanatorium.

The many other organizations and in- 
dividuals to whom the Willing Workers 
distribute their benefactions every year 
arc too numerous to record here. Seven- 
teen large committees are necessary to fa- 
cilitate the varied work of the Club. An- 
nually its gifts grow in money and in per- 
of those who strive to make their organi- 
zation ever more worthy of its name.
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Woman’s Loan Association

N October, 1896, a group of 
philanthropie women, recog- 
their less fortunate sisters, or- 

ganized the Woman’s Loan Association 
for the purpose of lending money without 
interest.
_ The leading spirit of the new organize- 

tion was Mrs. I. J. Robin, who served 
as its president for more than twenty 
years, and the first meetings were held in 
Robin’s Drug Store, on Jefferson and 
Liberty Streets. The other organizers 
were: Mrs. B. B. Pirosh, Mrs. D. J. 
Seilin, Mrs. Leo Porges, Minnie F. Low, 
and Jennie H. Norden, the first secretary. 

In its first year the Association loaned 
out $1,095. That amount was steadily in- 
creased, and in recent years the $30,000 
sands of struggling families have been 
helped over critical periods through the 
medium of timely loans.

Among the presidents who succeeded
Mrs. Robin were : 
Mis. B. B. Pirosh
Mrs. Joseph Werb

The present administration consists of 
the following:

financial secretary of the Association 
from the day of its organization and still 
serves in that capacity.

Young Men’s Jewish Charities

HE Young Men s Jewish Char- Charities, and its presidents, in the order 
itics, founded in 1906, as the in which they served, were : 
Young Men’s Associated Jew- ........ ...

tion whose purpose is to cooperate with 
the various social agencies, to furnish its 
members a training ground for leadership 
in community service, and to engage more 
particularly in boys’ work. It combined 
with the Young Men’s Federated Jewish 
Charities in 1918 under the present name.

The Young Men's Associated Jewish
for the purpose oi assisting the Associ-

The past presidents of the consolidated
Judge Hugo M. Friend, 1918 Monte H. Sadler, 1919-1920 
Harry N. Gottlieb, 1920 Lazarus Krinsky, 1921-1922 Morris E. Feiwell, 1922-1923.

The Philanthropy Committee for years 
engaged itself in intensive study of prob-

tor the purpose of assisting the Associ- lems of charity, philanthropy and com- 
ated Jewish Charities. Its presidents, in munal needs. A great number of -....
the order in which they served, were: munal needs. A great number of mem- 

bers served as business advisers and

Isaac S. Rothschild

friends to families, which the charities 
basis. For five years the organization 
published and distributed the Aisocialed

The Young Men’s Federated Jewish ßullelin, a twenty-page quarterly paper 
Charities was organized in 1913 for the dealing with the work of the affiliated 
purpose of assisting the Federated Jewish institutions, giving reports of committees
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and discussing charity problems. For a was purchased, where a permanent camp 
period of two years it had the supervision with facilities for taking care of 800 boys 
of the activities of the Deborah Boys' each summer is now in operation. The

During the war and after, the Young detail. Permanc «י ז—-:1- ״״- l ״—׳  erected, and theMen's Jewish Charities took active part 
in the various phases of war work, not 
the smallest part of which is attested by 
their service flag which contains 275 stars.

whole organization was literally tur 
over to the authorized agencies.

The scope of the organization's w 
is constantly broadening and growing 
importance. Many Jewish social ag 
cics in Chicago look to the Young M
sonal service, advisory service, sociologi- 
but a few of the problems that are con- 
stantly being submitted to the organiza-

For nine years the Young Men’s Jewish 
Charities has conducted a boys’ summer 
camp, where as many as 650 boys in one 
season are given a two weeks’ outing with- 
out cost, in the country, under the guid- 
ance and supervision of trained leaders. 
The boys are recruited from the congest- 
ed parts of the city. The cost of main- 
taining the camp during one season is 
$7,000. In the spring of 1923, a fine site 
of forty acres at Wooster Lake, Illinois, 

classes in civics for the purpose of teach- 
ing prospective citizens the obligations 
and privileges of citizenship, and helps 
zation papers.

There are now three thousand mem- 
bers, the officers being :

Philip P. Sachs, President
Karl R. Kuhn Frank G. Marshall !Vice-Presidents

Dr. Charles Newberger, Financial Secretary.
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Probably the most interesting achieve- 

ment of the Young Men’s Jewish Chari- 
ties was the establishment, in August, 
1919, of the American Boys’ Common- 
wealth. The boys have a club-house of 
their own at 3058 W. Roosevelt Road 
where they carry on all activities that will 
“help the boy,” all, of course, under the 
supervision of the parent organization.

The Commonwealth is self-governing, 
having a “state” government. It inter- 
ests itself in all civic affairs where the ac- 
tivities of boys and girls are concerned 
and has been the means of influencing 
official action in numerous cases. All 
other activities of significance to boys are 
These include athletics of all kinds, so- 
cials, dramatics, lectures, debates, ora­

torical concesis, newspaper work, etc.
In debating, particularly, the Boys’ 

Commonwealth has a national reputation, 
winning the Middle Western Debating 
Championship of the Federated Boys’ 
Clubs in January, 1923, and the National 
Debating Championship of the Feder* 
ated Boys’ Clubs, on May 9, at Washing- 
ton, D. C., against the University. Settle-
posing the entry of the United States into

The club now has a membership of 
about five hundred, the following being

Samuel Wiltle.



Homes and Hospitals

Chicago Home for Jewish Orphans

J
 HE first Jewish orphanage in 
the city dates from the year 
1893, when a group of local 

:onditions which made it neces- 
asylum at Cleveland. Encouraged by 
Abraham Slimmer, the Iowa philanthro- 
pist, they organized and applied for a 
charter, which was granted on March 16, 
1893. The charter members were Mes- 
dames M. Hecht, A. Isaac Radzinski, L. 
Newberger, E. C. Hamburger, and 
August Yondorf. At the first election of 
officers, the following were chosen :

Mrs. E. Rudolph, Vice-President

Soon after the Home opened its doors 
at 3601 Vernon Avenue, on October 7, 
1894, it was seen that a building of larger 
capacity would be needed, and plans were 
made by which the present site was ac- 
quired, at Drexel Avenue and Sixty-sec- 
ond Street, where a handsome four-story 
building was erected. A gift of $20,000 
by Henry Siegel and another of $25,000 
by Abraham Slimmer, were instrumental 
in making possible the new location and 
structure, where the children of the 
Home have been housed ever since.

The present structure was dedicated 
April 23, 1899, when thirty-four children 
were transferred from the old to the new 
Strauss, who had served continuously as 
Home, was succeeded by Charles H. 
Schwab, who then began a long and fruit- 
ful administration, lasting fifteen con­

secutive years. His services as president 
during those years were a dominant fac- 
tor in the growth and successful function- 
ing of the institution. During the period
affiliated with the Associated Jewish 
Charities; its sinking fund reached the 
sum of $25,000, augmented by a special 
educational fund created by President 
Schwab with a donation of $2,000; and 
an annex was added to the Home, 
through a gift of $20,000 (later raised to 
$24,000) by Louis B. Kuppenheimer,
Clara Schwab-Kuppenheimer. This ben- 
efaction, announced on the occasion of 
President Schwab’s seventieth birthday, 
November 13, 1905, gave to the children 
of the Home a gymnasium, manual train- 
ing quarters, the beautiful Clara Schwab-
other advantageous facilities.

The third and present head of the 
Home is Samuel B. Steele, president since 
1914. The complete administration for 
1923 is as follows:

William Wilhartz(.-. p Mrs. M. Gresham( ״ 1־" Pי״*"״*
Leopold Dculdbaum, Superintendent

C. L. Caltman

Melville N. Rothschild
Mrs. Jacob H. Gimbel
Mrs. M. Hecht
Mrs. Sol Klein





« .ײ ־^"* ״ *",rd in the irtachmem declared

Dr. L. E. Frankenthal Oculist.
Dr. Sidney Kuh

Under President Steele’s direction, 
now in its tenth year, the Home has
totals $200,000, and the number of its
was $60,931, a net cost of $269 for each 
child under its care—a low per capita 
rate, especially considering the universal- 
iy highjating'given the Home, of which wr^d-
we shall say more further on. The sink- ence, intimate advice, and, when necessary, material
ing fund has grown to $153,000, exclud- 
ing the educational fund, now exceeding

During President Steele’s entire ad- 
ministration, as throughout the even much as possible a home, a place where 
lengthier service of his predecessor, the the children are “housed and homed and

looms large. Leopold Deutclbaum is 
now in his twenty-fourth year as superin- 
tendent, having had charge of the Home 
since July 1, 1900. The enviable record 
achieved by it is in no small wise credit- 
able to his devoted efforts. In this con- 
nection, a few excerpts from a recent re- 
port of the Associated Jewish Charities'

Wt,<b .1׳ uratuatmAebb TU erra«׳

telbaum, as of President Steele and his 
fellow-officers, is to make the Home as
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mothered and fathered." These are not 
our words nor those of the Home offi- 
cials; they are the expression used to
ish Orphans by a committee once ap- 
vestigate child-caring institutions.

The Home sends its wards to the public
instruction in Jewish studies, music, gym- 
nasties, oral expression, domestic science, 
make for economic self-reliance and so- 
cial adequacy. Where talent and char- 
acter justify it, high school and even col- 
lege training are given. Thus in 1922,43
the University of Chicago, and 1 girl was 
completing a course at business college. 
Of the rest of the 24S children housed 
during 1922, 44 boys and 27 girls were 
school course, the manual training and 
household arts work afforded by the 
Fiske School.

What the training and after-care of the 
Home has meant to the 924 children ad- 
mitted since its establishment, may be 
judged from the report of the Research 
Bureau, previously mentioned. We quote 

The report of the Research Bureau is 
well borne out in another, and official, 
quarter. In a survey recently made for 
the State of Illinois, the Chicago Home 
for Jewish Orphans was declared to be 
the finest institution of its kind in the en- 
tire state.

Even more laudatory than these re- 
ports, however, is the actual record made 
by the graduates of the Home. Number- 
ing 347, they include 12 professional men 
and women, 8 musicians, 79 stenogra- 
pliers, 2 office managers, 134 in other 
commercial pursuits, 2 social workers, 15 
pursuing trades, IS continuing school, S3 
housewives, 3 keeping house, and 2 in 
Army and Navy. Of the balance, only 5 
are in hospital or sanitarium, a remark- 
ably low figure considering the great de- 
grec of tuberculosis and insanity in the 
children's antecedents: of 3. the where- 
abouts are unknown ; and 14 have died, 4 
World ׳War™1178 **”'“ dUr'"S "י'

itself significant. The service flag of the 
Home contained 74 stars, most of the 
youngsters having enlisted, including 
twelve who were below draft age. (At 
the time, the graduates numbered 150.)
man, won a valor badge at Chipilly 
Ridge, and four won commissions: Fred 
Merkin became a first lieutenant, Harry 
Burgerman and Joseph Donner, second 
lieutenants, and Jack Nudelman, a junior 
officer in the Navy.

It is the fond boast of President Steele 
and Superintendent Deutelbaum that not 
a single graduate of the Home is to be 
found in any penal or correctional insti- 
tution. From this fact and from the rec- 
ord we have outlined, may be evaluated 
the service which the Chicago Home for 
Jewish Orphans has been rendering for



Daughters of Zion Day Nursery and Infant Home

whose work has grown to sig- 
nificant proportions from the 
desperate need in an individual 

case, the Daughters of Zion Day Nursery 
inability of Mrs. L. C. Rieger to secure 
in whom she had become interested, early 
in 1917. An incident that increased her 
interest in the idea of a Jewish day nurs- 
ery was that of witnessing a Jewish
non-Jewish nursery and making the sign

Mrs. P. Chulock, Vice-President

So successful were their efforts that in 
a very short time they had over one hun- 
dred active workers and about $6,000 
in the treasury. The home that they had 
been planning for seemed soon to be a 
reality.

It was then that the initiators of an- 
other Jewish institution that was being 
organized on the Northwest Side pro- 
posed a combining of resources and the

mother wearily explained that she was 
obliged to work and there was no 
place else where she could leave her 
children.
Rieger with the necessity of a Jewish
friends and interested them in her ven­
erable support and in July, 1917, the 
organization started active work in the 
plans. The organizers, beside Mrs.
lieger were : 

Mrs. P. Chulodr

M J B. G_"lk'r"־
The first officers elected at the organi- 

zation meeting were : 

purchase of a building that would meet 
the needs of both organizations, or so, at 
least, was the proposition as understood 
by the officials of the Daughters of Zion. 
The proposal was accepted and a build- 
ing at Hirsch Boulevard and Rockwell 
Street was erected.

building ready for its occupants started, 
facilities were utterly inadequate. Two 
circumstances contributed to this unfor- 
tunatc result: In the first place it seems
ing between the two organizations as to 
the exact facilities that each required; 
secondly, during the period of negotia- 
tion and preparation the needs of the 
nursery were far in excess of what they 
had been when the proposition was first 
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broached. At any rate, in January, 1918,

The organization, however, was intact, 
and its members more determined than 
ever. Soon they had started their work 
all over again; the lost ground was 
quickly gained, and further progress 
made. Auxiliaries were founded to aid 
the central body, and they assisted greatly. 
In July, 1918, a charter as a charitable 

building in which to house their charges 
was purchased at 1441 Wicker Park 
Avenue.

Each subsequent year witnessed growth 
in membership, funds, and service to 
children, but there came a time when the 
demand so far exceeded the facilities that 
a new and much larger building became 
imperative. .Early in 1921 the movement 
for a modern, completely equipped build- 
ing was started and by fall of that year 
a large lot, a block long and half a block 
wide, was acquired on the northcast cor- 
ner of California Avenue and Hirsch 
Boulevard at a cost of $20,600. The 
foundation was laid for a fitting build- 
ing, the plans for which were decided in 
a competition among architects, and an
quarter of a million dollars was begun.

The building, now nearing completion, 

will contain every modern facility, such
rooms, gymnasium and playground. It 
will have a capacity of five hundred 
children, in addition to a complete staff 
of attendants, trained nurses, physician,* 
dentist, etc. It will follow the plan of the 
smaller building in that it will be a home
the Jewish orphan homes, and will be a 
day nursery for half-orphans whose 
fathers or mothers are unable to care for 
them during the day. Like the present 
to all Jewish observances.

Despite opposition from several dif- 
ferent sources that are not thoroughly in 
accord with the theories of Infant
Zion have persisted, and the consumma- 
tion of their labors will establish in Chi- 
cago one of the largest and best-equipped 
day nurseries and infant homes in

organization now has nine auxil- 
1 addition to the main body, with 
egate of nearly six thousand mem-

following officers of the main

R^xa^F P־A M' S<ipP

Wide Awake Workers, Mrs. M. H. Koven.
Louis Rieger is chairman of the Build- 

ing Committee and Mrs. S. Sigel is chair- 
man of the board of directors, which has 
a membership of fifty-three. Mrs. M. 
Lewis is superintendent of the Home, Dr. 
I,. H. Block the house physician, and Dr. 
S. C. Young the house dentist.



HOMES AND HOSPITALS

Home for Aged Jews

N April 30,1893, the day before with to erect a wing in memory of her 
the World’s Columbian Expo- 'husband, and on May 3,^1903, the Morris
sition was opened, Chicago 
Jews celebrated an interesting 

event of their own, within a short distance 
of the historic fair. This was the opening 
and dedication of the Home for Aged

The leader in the movement was 1 
ris Rosenbaum, who had won the su! 
of Abraham Slimmer to his undertai 
to the extent that that princely give! 
pledged the sum of $50,000 towart 
Home. Supplemented by other gent 
gifts, of which the largest was $10,00 
nated by Mrs. Eliza Frank, the nece 
funds had been speedily secured an« 
building erected.

Among those who had made the I- 
possible were such as H. A. Kohn, J 
Rosenberg and Nelson Morris, wht 
each contributed $5,000, E. Franke 
who headed the Building Committee 
S. B. Eisendrath who drew up the a 
tcctural plans. They wanted to nai 
ccntly in the giving ; but the modest !
for Aged Jews” was chosen as the r

In 1902, Mrs. Morris Rosenbaum 
to the Home the sum of $25,000 w 

Rosenbaum Memorial Building was for- 
mally dedicated. It contains, in addition 
to other rooms, a completely equipped 
hospital.

The Home, located at Sixty-second 
Street and Drexel Avenue, began its long

mates on opening day, and forty-four at 
the end of the first year, with Morris Ros- 
enbaum as president, and Mrs. B. J. 
Davis as superintendent and matron. 
Those who have headed the institution in

E. Frankenthal
Harry HartAlfred Kohn

To-day, the Home for Aged Jews shel- 
ters an average of seventy-five yearly. Its 
present head is Mrs. Charles H. Schwab,





some years. The personnel of the admin- body was organized, and now is a constit- 
istration for the current year is as follows: uent of its successor, the Jewish Charities

Mrs. Charles. H. Schwab, President

Mrs. D. N. Eisendrath

JaralTw. Gimbel
Milton R. Hart

The Home became affiliated wit 
Associated Jewish Charities when

Mrs. C. H. Sdiws

Mrs. Wm. Lehma

Josephine Club

N the year 1909, a lecture on the 
subject of immigration, deliv- 
cred at her home, impressed 
Mrs. Joseph Fish with the im- 

portance of solving the problem of the 
Jewish immigrant girl who comes to 
America without family and with little

On January 22, 1910, Mrs. Fish called
Samuel Hofman, Mrs. Meyer L. Straus, 
and Mrs. M. E. Greenebaum, and the 
question of a home for immigrant Jewish
It was decided that any home established 
for the purpose must be a real home in 
every sense of the word, and. must be
And in order to obviate public interfer- 
the upkeep of the home must depend en- 
tirely upon private philanthropy. To 
this end a larger membership was essen- 
tial, and on February 22, 1910, a second 
conference was called, with a much larger 
attendance, and what is now the Jose- 
phine Club was organized with the fol- 

The generous response of that first 
membership made it possible, on July 10, 
1910, to open the first home at 219 South 
Wood Street, with Mrs. Carter as ma- 
tron. The formal opening took place on 
September 7, 1910, the home at that time 
housing twelve resident girls.

from Springfield, and the number of resi- 

grant problem but sutistituting for it the 
greater one, in number at least, of girls 
being seized with the restlessness of the 
period, leaving their small town homes 
new and greater demand called for larger 
quarters, and in April, 1915, the club 
moved to 575 Ashland Boulevard. 
Through the efforts of some of the more 
active members, notably Mrs. M. S. Ros-
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Meyer L. Straus, the sum of $2000 was 
and furnish the new home.

In 1916 Mrs. Joseph Fish removed to 
president. It was then that the club was 
her daughter Josephine. The other offi-

Mrs. M. S. Rosemvald, President
Mm Ö G^tl “ j^“־Prc״^

To meet the changing conditions and 
new requirements, in 1917 the Josephine 
Club removed from the West to the 
South Side of the city and took up its 
residence in its present home at 4805 For־ 
rcstvillc Avenue. While the club retained 

its thorough Jewishness in atmosphere 
and conduct, the traditional orthodox 

were dispensed with.
The club at all times concerns itself 

but never interferes with the personal 
problems of the residents. In illness they
own family; their employment problems 
arc aided as much as possible, and talent 
is encouraged and developed wherever 
found. The motto of the club is "Kind

The present officers are:

There are now 115 members, paying 
$30 a year as dites.

Marks Nathan Jewish Orphan Home

J. BcrksonJ
N January 18, 1904, a will was 
filed in the Probate Court of 
Cook County, that of Marks 
Nathan, who had passed away 

ous November. It left the sümof $15,000 for the erection of an orthodox
Rabbi A. J. G. Lesser, named as trustee 

of the sum bequeathed (together with 
Louis Steinberg, Jacob Piviansky and 
Mrs. Marks Nathan), was then living in 
Cincinnati. A few months after the will 
was probated, Rabbi Lesser came to Chi- 
cago and called a meeting to discuss the 
will at the Grand Pacific Hotel. This 
meeting was the forerunner of many 
months of effort and divided counsel be- 
fore an orphan home was decided upon 
and its proponents organized. Finally, on 
November 27, 1905, permanent organiza- 
tion was effected and the following 
elected as the first officers :

Mrs. Adelson

11. l-'^L'Iikin
Dr^H..L. Frankel

D. GoldbergW. Goldstein

Wolf Steif

B. Hindsill
David Koenissbera

Mrs. R. LipschutchN. J. Pritzker
H. B. Rubenstein Mrs. SegalI. Shaeffer

W. Zeinansky.
The officers and friends of the Home 

began to work with a will. In a little 
over a month’s time they raised almost 
$7,000 from individuals, societies and 
>hub. While this money was being raised, 
a committee met with the Northwest Side 
Talmud Torah Board and arranged to



purchase its building, a three-story struc- 
turc, fronting 75 feet on North Wood 
Street, with a depth of 100 feet on Blu- 
cher Street, for $31,000.

The trustees of the Marks Nathan will 

needed tempo- 
be made in the 
d begin at once

then turned over in cash the sum of $12 
150 which was all that could be realize 
from the sale of $15,000 worth of pro! 
erty set aside in the will. 

The dedication exercises wer 
audience of 1,200 was in attenda 
whom 400 enrolled themselves as me 
bers of the Home, pledging to pay : 
nual dues of from $3 to $6. The ce.״ 
monies reached a dramatic climax when 
twenty-nine children were formally ad- 
mitted to the Home.

Dr. and Mrs. Isador Marcus were en- 
trusted with the care of the children until

tron, in search of whom Jacob Levy and 
Dr. Julius Newman made a special trip 
to New York. Their choice fell upon 
Mr. and Mrs. Saul Drucker, who were 
engaged to come at once to Chicago to 
assume their duties.

For some two years the affairs oi the 
institution progressed satisfactorily, ev- 
erything considered, until the time came 
when the more forward-looking began to 
feel that a new location and larger quar- 
ters would be desirable.

After careful inspection of the Home, 
the building committee was convinced 
that a new building was absolutely neces- 

enue, north of Ogden, to become the fu- 
consisting of nine lots, was duly acquired 
at a purchase price of $14,000, raised
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partly through donations and partly by

Teams were then organized, in Octo- 
ber, 1909, to solicit funds for the build- 
ing. After several thousand dollars were 
raised, however, enthusiasm and faith
arose, among them a controversy 
influential group, headed by Jul 
senwald, that favored the board 
plan as against institutional child■ 

Rabbi Saul SilberH. M. Barnett
B. Horwich
M״°rKd ׳Ssh

Mrs. B. Davis

N. J. Pritzker

M. RubinB. J. Schiff g

1912, the toilowing airectorate was 
elected :

stone-laying took place on June • 
A crowd of 15,000 was in attend 
a result of the work of a cor 
appointed to request the various 
to announce the date of the 
stone-laying to their respective

*a many of t 
The day’s

it previous to the cor- 
drs. Marks Nathan, 
personally given the 

Home $3,000, sent in her check for 
$5,000.

On August 28, 1911, contracts were or- 
dered given out for all building, and ac- 
tual operations started shortly afterward. 
Then followed a period of difficulties, 
which at one time stopped construction 
altogether, and it took concerted effort 
and hard work to overcome them.

Shortly before the completion of the 

adopted August? ,1912, at a time when it 
became necessary to place the future of
organization was effected in the director- 
ate, which had become unwieldy in the

H. R. Mitch





Mrs. Benjamin Davis Was named re- 
succeeding Emil Braude, who had ten- 

ing, held October IS, the following were

M. Dubin
These officers were installed am 

the unanimous vote of the officers and 
entire board, remained in office until af- 
ter the dedication of the Home, a joyous 
event occupying the entire week of No- 
vember 17, 1912, when 186 children were 
transferred to the new Home. In fur-
Home, he was elected a life direct״;.

The year 1913-1914 brought two men 
to the Home who have been outstanding

(he Home’s official staff was Charles I. 
Herron, who was elected president on 
January 7, 1914, and is now finishing his 
tenth year of efficient service.

The years that followed were growing, 
working years. Problems of all kinds 
have been met and solved. Improvements 
and additions and changes in facilities 
and personnel have merely been incidents 
in the steady growth of the institution.

The Marks Nathan Jewish Orphan 
Home is to-day one of the model orphan 
homes in America.
own and maintain a home for the care, 
maintenance, education and protection of 
Jewish children deprived of either or 
both parents, and without adequate means 
of support." Age regulations, according 
to the by-laws, include children from five 
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to eleven years, who are “mentally, moral- 
ly and physically sound.” 
ing children in the institution, the by- 
laws specifically providing that they 
“shall remain until they have attained the 
age of sixteen years, whereupon it shall 
be the duty of the Association to assist 
such child to become self-supporting, and 
it shall be competent to retain such child

Applications for the admission of chil- 
dren to the Marks Nathan Jewish Or- 
phan Home are made at the institution 
names, ages, addresses of the children in- 
volved, together with the names and ad- 
they may at that time be living, are sent to 
the Jewish Home Finding Society for in- 
vestigation.

The building is equipped with a ca- 

the children are given all the advantages 
of a good home, except the specific one of 
“home influence.” They are comfortably 
housed, well fed and well dressed. They 
attend the public schools of the neighbor-

hood, many are in high school and occa- 
sionally they include one or more “college 
students.” Their recreational and cul- 
tural facilities are of an exceedingly high 
order. The Marks Nathan Orphan Home 
is indeed a “home.”

The present officers and board of di- 
rectors follow:

Lm'Er jviâ-p״»a״־B

M. F. Wittclk, Financial &cretary *

DavWKoib' Chas. Mitchell

take care of the physical, spiritual, and 
cultural needs of the children the Home 
employs a staff of more than 30 people, 
of which six are supervisors having the 
direct care of the children.

To enumerate the activities of this little 
“city of children” would be an interesting 
narrative, but too long for the confines of 
a general volume. It must suffice to say

Rabbi M. BwlzinskyPhillip Cohen

H. M. Gershcnow
Geo. B. Kurtzon
Chas. LevyM. H. Lebensohn, M. D.
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Dr. D. C. Neymark
N.T'PrS״

L. M. RubinM. Rubin
The North Shore Auxiliary is the lat- 

ized, being formed in March, 1919, by 
Mrs. N. H. Lazarus, Mrs. B. Ross, Mrs. 
R. Robinson, and Mrs. L. Pritikin.

Mrs. J. B. Malta, 1921-1922 Mrs. M. Korshak, 1922.
The present officers are :

mJ Wm.SKamin j Vice-Presidents
Mrs. B. Klaff, Treasurer

The organization today has about 1,- 
200 members, and turned over to the 
home a total of about $8,000 a year.

me t-nicago international auxiliary, 
organized in 1905 by Mrs. C. Langen-

The past presidents were:
Sarah Silverman, 1919-1920Mrs. Yukman, 1920-1921
Mrs. M. Rothschild, 1921.

The present officers are :
Mrs. M. lidelowichl’. ״Mn.M0u1^th

There are now over five hundred mem-

Naturally such an institution attracted 
to it many earnest workers who have 
formed themselves at this time into six

The Star Auxiliary, organized in 1906 
by Mrs. B. Goldberg, Mrs. L. S. Pearl- 
stein, Mrs. Sam Piser, Mrs. Harry Gross- 
man, Mrs. Lewis Morris, Mrs. Elias Ep- 
stein, Mrs. Ray Silverman, Mrs. Phillip 
Bloom, Mrs. B. Horwitz, Mrs. J. Bro- 
varsky, Mrs. C. Greenwald, and Mrs. 
Fannie Silverman.

The first officers were :
Mts. B. Goldberg, PresidentMrs. L. f^Pearlstein, Vice-President

Mrs. B. Goldberg, 1906-1908
Mrs. L. Pitzcle. 1908-1910Mrs. H. Olcnick, 1910-1914Mrs. H. H. Finck, 1914-1921

dorf, Mrs. Sieg Natenberg, Mrs. S. 
Turk. Mrs. Philip Klafter, Mrs. S. C. 
Klein and Mrs. William Ratzenstein.

Mrs. Philip Klafter
Mrs. B. Blonder.

The present officers are :
Oï ^-^',''^}vi^Ptesidents

Mrs. J. j. Goetz, Financial Secretary
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Michael Reese Hospital

[SaSSS ICHAEL REESE HOSPI- 
 -nv /fi i TaL, surpassed by no institu׳
MValU,| tion of its kind in Chicago and 
|g-e1 - ׳-I few in the United States, prop- 
crly arouses the pride of all loyal Chicago 
Jews. For almost forty years it has min- 
istered not only in the most careful, but 
in the most scientific way to the needs of 
the sick in the community, irrespective of

Michael Reese, after whom the insti­

brother-in-law, Jacob Rosenberg, a part 
in his native town in Europe; the other, 
consisting of $50,000 of which $20,000
Asylum, was entrusted to Joseph Frank 
and his younger brother, Henry L. 
Frank, nephews of Michael Reese, sons 
of his sister, Mrs. Elise Frank.

It was Henry L. Frank who originally 
made the suggestion that the money en־

tution is named, was not a Chicagoan al- 
and their families, lived here—Mrs. Elise 
Frank, Mrs. Mary Fuller, Mrs. Jacob 
Rosenberg, Mrs. Henrietta Rosenfeld, 
Mrs. Theresa Weinman, and Mrs. Lena

While on a trip to Europe, in 1878, he 
died, a bachelor, at the age of sixty-three. 
His will contained two bequests which he 
stipulated should be used for charitable 
purposes, chiefly in Chicago. One fund 
of $200,000 was left in trust with his sis- 
ter, Mrs. Henrietta Rosenfeld, and his 

trusted to him and his brother, Joseph, 
which should bear the name of their de- 
ceased uncle. He had taken an active , 
interest in Chicago’s first Jewish hospital, 
which unfortunately was burned to the 
ground during the Chicago Fire. Henry 
L. Frank was one of the few who, feeling 
tion, labored on to raise funds with which 
to rebuild it, but support was not forth- 
coming, owing to the depleted condition 
of the community, hundreds having lost 
all they had in the fire. When the money 



was left by Michael Reese to his care in 
1878, he determined to do all in his power 
to have it devoted to a hospital. He en- 
countered opposition to his plan but final- 
being distributed to the various local

In the summer of 1879, the Frank 
brothers made a proposal to the United 
Hebrew Relief Association 

the finished hospital, a three-story, red- 
brick building, with a central stairway, 
one story high, leading to the entrance, in 
front of which stood the statue of Michael 
Reese, was dedicated and opened for pa- 
tients, October 23, 1881. The total cost of 
building and lot was $48,521.

From the beginning, the hospital was 
under the supervision of a special board 

of the Relief Association and



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO

were graduated at the first exercises in 
1892.
was erected in 1891 by Jacob Rosenberg 
and Henrietta Rosenfeld. This is soon to 
be replaced by the new nurses’ home and 
training school, now nearing completion, 

rendered from the beginning, by the 
Michael Reese Hospital to Jewish pa- 
tients unable to pay for care, and also of 
the confidence the hospital soon came to 
enjoy among gentiles, is furnished by the 
figures for the period between October, 
1891, and October, 1892. In that fiscal 
year, 679 Jewish patients were treated, as 
against 410 non-Jewish patients (both 
charity and pay). Besides caring for pa- 
tients within its walls, thousands of pre-
outside the hospital.

In 1894, a maternity ward, with all 
modern facilities, was installed. At pres- 
ent 1,200 babies are born at the Hospital 
each year, averaging over three a day.

Michael Reese Hospital was one of 
the first in the country to realize the need 

dling of children’s cases. April 18, 1897, 
the Children’s Building, erected at a cost 
of $14,000, provided by Jacob Rosen- 
berg, was opened. This was replaced 
three stories and basement, dedicated 
May 25, 1913. It stands opposite the 
Hospital and is known as the Sarah 
Morris Hospital for Children. It was 
built with a fund of $300,000 left by 
Sarah Morris, widow of the first Nel- 
son Morris, in the care of her four chil- 
dren whom she named as executors to ap- 
ply the money to the use of some charity 
hospital. The executors decided to pro- 
vide the Michael Reese Hospital with its 
handsome and efficient annex where all 
children’s cases are exclusively handled 
by a staff of some of the leading special- 
ists in children’s diseases in the country.

In 1905, following the agitation for 
fire-proof buildings after the Iroquois 
Theater holocaust, the old three-story 
structure of the original hospital was re- 
costing 4/00,000. The new building, the 
home of the Hospital at present, was ded- 
icated in 1907.



In the year of the dedication of its new 
building, the Michael Reese Hospital be- 
came a separate corporation when the 
United Hebrew Charities ceased to exist.
of the Associated Jewish Charities, 20 per 
cent of whose funds were applied to the 
yearly maintenace of the Hospital.

Another new structure costing $250,000
self, after the death of her husband, Nel- 
son Morris, in 1911. It is known as the 
Nelson Morris Memorial Institute for 
Medical Research. It houses one of the 

agement. Efforts to introduce a special 
kosher kitchen at the Hospital for the use 
of orthodox patients have failed, the man- 
agement seeking to solve problems, not 
in the maintenance of a thoroughly effi- 
cient, modern hospital provided with all
graphic high-powered machine, giving 
radio-therapeutic treatment, has been in- 
stalled, together with radium for the 
treatment of cancer. Through its re- 
search laboratory the Hospital keeps 
abreast of the best medical thought and

finest medical research laboratories in the 
United States, headed by Dr. Oscar 
Schultz, whom the Hospital authorities 
obtained from the faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. A feature of the 
work of this Research Department is the 
publication of monographs in which 
many important scientific investigations

The Michael Reese Hospital manage- 
ment has pursued practical lines of man­

developments and spares no expense to 
equip itself with the most recently per- 
fected devices within the reach of the 
most advanced medical and surgical prac- 
tice. The finest medical skill obtainable 
is placed at its disposal, the consulting 
staff, at present, consisting of Drs. L. L. 
McArthur, Frank Gary,Otto L. Schmidt, 
George Morgenthau, Truman T. Brophy, 
tending staff is comprised of Drs. Ernest
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Lackner, E. Willys Andrew, and Archi- 
bald Church. The attending staff supple* 
mented by the associate and adjunct phy- 
sicians, is as follows:

dirending: Charles Jacobs

Sidney Strauss, David L. Schram, Frank WriRltt,

D. N. Eisendrath, Emanuel Friend.

lUhnmi Ralph Beltnun. Harn- Jackson. Edmund

Adiuncl: Ethel M. Davis, Philip Rosenblum,

Gynecological and Obstetrical Staff



ALFRBD C. MBYBR bornai» Chicago. Marches,

Motes Eisenstaedt. Elkan Fishell
N. Manley Elliott, R. A. Lanon, G. Lundquist.

An idea of the present scope of the Hos־ 
pital activities may be gained from the 
report for 1922 which records 9,348 ad* 
missions to the hospital and 115,527 days 
of treatment, of which 43.59% were ut- 
wards, 17.9% in the private wards, and 

The Michael Reese Dispensary gives 
medical service upon the recommanda-

Walter S. BaerLeopold E. Block

the last year it registered over 73,000 
visits, made by 38,000 individuals; while 
more than 2,300 patients in their homes'

The officers of the hospital are : 
Allred C. Meyer, President

Allred C. Meyer

M. L. Rothschild

Miriam Club

■
E Miriam Club was founded 
1 July, !90S, by Mrs. Tobias 
chanfarber, assisted by Mrs. 
oseph Fish, Mrs. S. Baer and 
til, with the desire to improve 
the condition of self-supporting working 
girls by “furnishing a home surrounded 
by culture and the refining influence of 

kindly direction, advice and moral 
suasion.”

The first building was located at 434-36 
Bowen Avenue and provided accommo- 
dation for thirty-six girls. Since its in- 
ccption the club home has almost always 
been filled to capacity, with a not incon- 
sidcrablc waiting list. The greater bur- 
den of expense is covered by the income 
derived from the girls themselves, which 
ranges from $3.50 to $5 a week for each

Mrs. ״Schanfarbcr serving as secretary

succeeding Mrs. Baer have been Mrs. P. 
Powell and Mrs. Joseph Fish, the present 
incumbent. The other officers of the pres- 
ent administration arc:

A branch of the Miriam Club was
November 1911, with accommodation for 
twenty-five girls. This was discontinued 
when the present quarters at 4815 Cham- 
plain Avenue with room for fifty-eight 
girls were taken over.

The organization has fifty supporting 
members.
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Mount Sinai Hospital

J
N January 20, 1910, a group 
met at the Palace Theater 
Building to formulate plans 
for a kosher hospital, to serve 

the great number of orthodox Jews who 
would not accept medical care in an insti- 
tution where they might be compelled to 
traditions. The “Maimonides Hospital 
Association” was the result of this meet- 
ing, with Judge Harry M. Fisher as its 
president.

Under discouraging difficulties the 
leaders in this movement went on for sev- 
eral months trying to rouse a reluctant
frequently in an effort to raise the neccs- 

gaged in the person of Samuel Neveleff, 
and finally after two years, the indiffer- 
ence of the Jewish public began to thaw. 
A convention of delegates representing 
fraternal, social and religious organiza- 
lions was held at the Chicago Hebrew In- 
stitute on December 3, 1911, at which 
substantial aid was promised. Fortified 
by the enthusiastic interest now shown, 
went ahead with their plans for. a hos- 
pital building.

The site selected was on California Av- 
enue near Fifteenth Street, in the heart of 
the orthodox Jewish population. On 
June 22, 1912, the Maimonides Hospital 
was dedicated and opened, with Dr. B. 
H. Breakstone as chief of the medical
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following officers:
S. I. Rorenblatt ״ ., Max M. Ko״h־kjV״'P11״״'"'•

RaibiN. Budzimky

Rabbi E. Epstein
Rabbi M. Fisher
Adolph Goldberg Dr. R. L. Halperin

Philip KlafterMax M. Korshak

S. J. Rosenblatt
A. J. Sabath

11, I ..,I■ 1־
William R. Singer

With the establishment of the Fe 
ated Orthodox Jewish Charities, the
a period of eight months, howeve 
"Federated" grew dissatisfied wit 
arrangement, as the financial deli 
the Maimonides grew greater
month to month. After receiving the re- 
port of a committee appointed to investi-
pects of the hospital, the “Federated" 
the institution was left practically with-

In spite of this severe handicap, the in- 
it was decided that a medical man was 
needed as superintendent, and a com- 
mittee composed of Lurya, Fisher and 
Rosenblatt went to New York for the 
purpose of securing one. They engaged 
Dr. H. J. Moss, formerly of the Mount 
Sinai Hospital of New York City. The 
entire medical staff tendered its résigna- 
tion and a new staff was selected, headed 
by Dr. H. M. Richter.

tion of its affairs fell upon S. J. Rosen- 
blatt, who managed to keep it going, with 
the splendid assistance of the ever-respon- 
sivc Abraham Slimmer, whose contribu- 
tions amounted to $38,000, including his 
initial donation of $10,000 toward the 

pital was built.
for several months, Rosenblatt called in 
all the creditors of the hospital and sc- 
cured a two-year extension for the pay- 
ment of the debt which now amounted to 
nearly $45,000. With the assistance of 
cation was made for reinstatement in the 
Federated Charities. On rccommenda- 

tion of its committee, headed by James 
Davis, the “Federated” agreed to accept 
the Hospital on one year’s probation, 
with the proviso that the officers and di- 
rectors of the Maimonides resign and a 
new administration be elected under the 
auspices of the "Federated."

The acting president, S. J. Rosenblatt, 
tendered all the resignations, and they 
were accepted, except his own, which was 
declined with a request from Julius Ro- 
senwald that he continue to serve on the 
new Board. This Rosenblatt agreed to 
do, and on November 1. 1913, a new set 
of officers was elected, composed of the 
following:

Charl« Shaffttr.. President
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The new personnel labored diligently 
to have the Hospital function successful- 
ly, with the assistance of the Federated

S. J. Rosenblatt and Morris Kurtzon 
thereupon made a hasty trip to Dubuque
Slimmer. Upon his promise of help, a 
new administration was organized, head- 
cd by Edward Cohen, president; Mrs. 
Edwin Romberg, vice-president; Mor-
blatt, secretary. After a hopeless strug-
uation was recognized, and the hospital 
closed again.

The creditors began foreclosure pro- 
ceedings, but Morris Kurtzon had not 
given up hope. Single handed, he bought 
the hospital under the foreclosure pro-
the creditors. He then proceeded to re-

—the Mount Sinai Hospital Association.
The entire building and its equipment 

was turned over to the public by Kurtzon 
as a charity hospital. He then notified 
the Board of Directors that the Jewish 
community was to be the beneficiary of 
the hospital and that he did not intend 
to make any profit on his purchase be-

:y he had expended. Encouraged by 
cheering news, sympathizers began 
lly to the organization, and finally it
the struggles and eventual success

vork of Jewish women has been of 
liai importance. The first of the 
en’s auxiliaries was organized in 
under the name, Maimonides Hos 
Workers, with Mrs. Edwin Rom- 

as ks first president. Mrs. Romberg
rs of the present officers being Mrs. 
er Helstein, vice-president; Mrs.

the Mount Sinai Hospital Woman’s 
Club, organized in May, 1918, and now 
numbering about four hundred members. 
Its founders were Mrs. Samuel Adelman,



Mrs. B. Kurtzon, Mrs. N. Goldman, 
Mrs. A. Aroner and Mrs. H. Neufield. 
Mrs. B. Schiffman has been president 
since the club was org
ciate officers at present being, Mrs. 
Charles Cohen, vice-president; Mrs. H. 
Samuels, treasurer and recording secre- 
tary; Mrs. H. Graff, corresponding sec-

Workers was started in June, 1918, with 
Mrs. Jacob G. Grossberg and Mrs. Ed- 
win Romberg leading in the work of or- 
ionization. Jacob M. Arvcy was the 

rst president. The administration for 
1923 is composed of Henry Markowitz, 
president; Charles Rogoff, vice-presi- 
dent; Janet Berner, treasurer; Frances 
Berner and Beatrice Sanders, secretaries.
rests to the credit of Mrs. Jacob G. Gross- 
berg, who organized the Children’s Aid 
of the Mount Sinai Hospital practically 
alone. It was formed in 1919 for the pur- 
pose of maintaining the children’s ward, 
and now numbers five hundred members. 
Mrs. Grossberg has been president ever 
since its formation, now being in her fifth 
consecutive term. The other officers are, 
Mrs. Joseph Sabel and Mrs. A. S. La- 
zarus, vice-president; Mrs. N. Lindner, 
treasurer; Mrs. M. Bitterman, recording 

secretary; Mrs. Samuel Salinger, corres- 
ponding secretary; Miss E. Witkowsky, 
financial secretary; Mrs. F. Pickoff, as-
Fass, auditor. The Children’s Aid is as- 
sisted by a young people’s auxiliary, 
known as the "Co-Workers," of which 
the president is Miss Florence Moss.

The central body of the Mount Sinai 
Hospital, which has found these auxil- 
iaries so powerful a source of strength, is 
composed at present of the following of-

Leopold Kling

H. S. Pflaum
Dr. tL M. Richter
Rabbi Saul Silber David Zork.

Their plans for the future are centered 
ties, an addition of ISO beds being con- 
templated. The realization of this aim 
was one of the objects of the Committee 
for $2,500,000, which carried out its 
great campaign early in 1923. The funds 
having been secured and the Jewish 
Charities of Chicago having welcomed 
the hospital as an affiliated institution, 
the needed expansion of its facilities is 
assured at an early date. Additional 
property for a nurses’ home, heating 
plant, laundry buildings, and the like, has 
already been purchased; also property 
for the future enlargement of the hos- 
facilities when this should be required.

pletion, the Mount Sinai, after its years 
of hardship and struggle, will be able to 
meet fully and adequately the hospital 
needs of the great orthodox Jewish popu-
friends have labored so long.
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Orthodox Jewish Home for the Aged 
(Beth Moshav Z'keinim)

1IRST of the orthodox institu- 
tions of Chicago, the B. M. Z. 
was established as a home for 

_____ I the aged which would comply 
with Jewish traditional requirements and 
enable its beneficiaries to spend their 
closing day's in ways to which they were 
accustomed. The little group of ortho- 
dox men from the modest walks of life,

who gathered :0 the summer 
rake acron toward meeting 
were actuated also by a further 
lion The ״West Side" Jew 
accused of always receiving 
giving; the time had come to 
capacity, not only for givm 
planning and doing

After two meetings, called respectively
ganization was effected and directors 
chosen to conduct the enterprise :

Hyman S. Wolf Azriel Wolpe.

A charter was obtained in September, 
delegates from the congregations," lodges 
and societies, officers were elected for the 
year 1900. The following, with the di* 
rectors previously mentioned, comprised 
the first administration of the B. M. Z. :

The cause was taken up by the ortho- 
dox public with enthusiasm. A North- 
west Side Auxiliary was organized by M. 
Finkel, a South Side Auxiliary by Mrs. 
Benjamin Davis, and various others by 
women's bodies. Donations, large and 
small, were contributed by individual 
and organization alike, the list being 
headed by $20,000 from Abraham Slim­

mer, of Waverly, Iowa, whose munificent 
gifts played such an important part in 
other like communal projects.

The handsome structure erected by the 
B. M. Z. on Albany Avenue, south of Og- 
den, was formally opened on May 3, 
1903, with twelve' charges as its initial



hind the Home’s signal progress, were 
the following:

Harris Cohn, 1899-1902A. I. Frank, 1902-03August Turner, 1903-04Abraham Margolis, 1904-19Isidor Lasker, 1919-20 Barnett Faroil, 1920-.
Of the superintendents, the first was 

Benjamin Davis, who consented to as- 
some that position for one year, with Mrs. 
Davis as matron, to prove that a tradi- 
tionally Jewish institution can be con- 
ducted in a modern, efficient and attrac- 
tive way. The result of their self-sacri- 
fice was the model Home they left one 
year later to their successors, Dr. and 
Mrs. Jacob Fcuerlicht.

Until 1908 the institution was super- 
vised by Dr. Fcuerlicht and his wife, 
when they resigned. They were succeed- 
ed by Dr. and Mrs. Max Switton, who 
remained in charge until 1922. Super- 
intendency was then assumed by O. G.
with Mrs. Felton as matron.

The progress of the B. M. Z., however, 
was not all one smooth path. Its start had 
and though their earnest endeavor at- 
tracted the support of others better able 
ever-recurring one. Various functions

enrollment. In the twenty yea: 
have elapsed, its facilities have 
with its responsibilities, its suppo 
its opportunities for service. Hu 
have been sheltered in their old a! 
comfortable, congenial envirt 
which has won the gratitude of
judges.

first conceived of, now close onto : 
ter of a century, six men in al 
headed the organization. Thes< 
whose lavish giving of their abili 
money was largely the motive pot
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most productive was the great bazaar 
the leadership of
secretary, which

[ANNIE GINSBURG) vat

yielded the notable sum of $: 
net. With the establishment o 
Federated Jewish Charities, in 
such methods of raising money wert 
ished by all affiliated institutions, 
M. Z. in fact anticipating the “1 
ated" by discontinuing such pracl

Something should be said of the 
tion of the medical staff, which ha 
formed such important service I 
aged and infirm. Its inception is a■ 
ited to A. I. Frank, the Home's s 
president, who in 1902 called toge 
number of prominent physicians ft 
purpose. Dr. Jacob Frank was e
The complete list of those who have 
headed the medical staff is as follows :

Dr. Jacob Frank, 1902-1903Dr. H. Pirosh, 1904

Dr. S. Grrenspahn, 1906Dr. Joshua Ginsburg, 1907Dr. L. E. Gordon, 1908Dr. A. M. Shabad, 1909-1911
Dn H. M. Ltbinsohn, 1914 Dr. M. Levison, 19151916־ Dr. A. Hershlield, 1917 Dr. 1. J. Franklin, 1918 Dr. V. Schräger, 1919-1920 
Dr. C. Nevberger, 1921 Dr. A. Yudelson, 1922 Dr. M. H. Lebensohn, 1923—,

In the recent death of Dr. Joshua Gins- 
burg and of Dr. Arthur M. Shabad, the 
medical staff was deprived of two valua- 
ble members and the Home of two of its 
most ardent supporters since its inception.

Jewish women and women’s organiza- 
tions have since the beginning rendered 
vital aid to the B. M. Z. Without their
progressed as it has; might not, indeed, 
have weathered the many trials of its

early, trying years. The first women's or- 
gamzations to assist the Home were the 
Queen Esther Benevolent Society and the 
Malbish Arumin Society. They were 
followed by the following Auxiliaries, 
which are shown with the years of their





West Side Ladies’ Aid, 1901, Mt*. S. Gold-

South Side Auxiliary, 1903, Mr*. Julius Stone.

nently in various official capacities:
Mr*. Abraham Cohn Mrs. K*dK.Iiah

After the inception of the Federated 
Charities, the auxiliaries decided to unite

their efforts under coe organization and 
:n 19'.à became the B M. Z Woman’s 
Club Mrs Jacob G Grosaberg was 
elected the firsi president, her successors 
in their order bemg. Mrs James Davis, 
Mrs. H Grossfeld, and Mrs Joseph 
Lewis, the present head.

The women took upon themselves the 
manifold duties of seeing to it that the 
old people of the Home had every com- 
fort and care. Their self-assumed labors 
covered a wide range, from providing 
clothing and furnishings to nartjeipating 
in fund campaigns or conducting cam- 
paigns of their own. Always their work 
has been characterized by a joyous zeal 

born of their love and sympathy for their 
aged beneficiaries. Now when their 
number exceeds 2,000, the same spirit ac- 
tuâtes them as in the early days.

Before we go on to the present admin- 
istration, mention should be made of 
some who, in addition to the ones already
upbuilding of the B. M. Z.:

Rabbi A. S. Braude Samuel Cohn

Samuel B. Goldberg
B׳ J. Schiff
M. S. Silverman

To-day, the B. M. Z. takes rank with 
the very best institutions in the entire 
country. Important additions to the 
main building have been made in recent 
brought up to the highest standards. A 
dental staff, founded by Dr. M. L. Aren, 
October, 1922, is now a part of the med-

sician and day and night nurses. Récréa- 
tional facilities have been greatly en- 
larged, this accomplishment being ac- 
credited to the Woman’s Club.

The property value of the B. M. Z. 
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now exceeds $225,000, and the number of 
its charges averages 145 yearly. Every 
comfort that loving thought can suggest 
and generosity provide, is theirs. The 
religious and spiritual phases of their 
life, so important to these old people who 
of their principles, are studiously looked 
after. Study circles, weekly lectures and 
like diversions amplify the synagogue 

like and happy, in this truly ortho 
Stitution.

As honorary head of the present 
istration is Abraham Margolis wh׳ 
fifteen years’ intensive service as 
dent, has had the title of honorar 
ident conferred upon him ever sine 
list of officers for 1923, includi 
medical staff and the auxiliaries, is

Mm

B. M. Z. Woman’s Club

In closing this account, it will not be 
amiss to append a recent appraisal of that

Mrs. !.. Êts Hokin 
Rabbi Moses Fisher

judicious and certainly not too lenient ob- 
server, the Survey Bureau of the Jewish 
Charities of Chicago:

Ralph Goldberg

S. B. Komaiko
j“w"s1Sn
A. D. Weinthrop

Dr. E. I. Bishkow

Dr. Alex. Hirshficld
Dr. Harry KatzDr. S. KrumholtzDr. M. H. Lebensohn

Dr. frl. Rasitch
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Resthaven

RggSSfl ESTHAVEN is one of the 
I ) 1 more significant activities of 

Hn the Sarah Greenebaum Lodge 
hr T׳'| of the United Order of True 
Sisters, and is controlled by the officers 
of that lodge. It is located at 4401 Grand 
Boulevard.

It was established in September, 1913,

for “the care of convalescent Jewish 
women and girls, who require rest, whole- 
some food, and instructions in right liv- 
ing.” Patients arc admitted and dis-
chargea on me aaviec 1״ a ,,״ja.״-״. .. 
personal service committee keeps in touch 
with discharged patients and renders 
every aid possible to enable the patient to 
“carry on.” Hundreds of women and 
girls owe a new lease on life to the assist- 
ance of this organization. Mrs. M. Gor- 
don is the matron.

The organizers and first officers were :
Mrs. H. J. Wurzburg Mrs. M. S. Greenebaum 
Mrs. Max Stern.

The present administration follows: 
Mrs. Robert Frank, President of the Lodge 

Board ok DirectorsMrs. L. O. Wile. Chairman
Mrs. Albert Eger ÎMrs. A. Feihchenfeld 1
Mrs. Leo Fox ■Mrs. L. FrankelMrs: E. GreenbaumMrs. M. S. Greenebaum I

Mrs. M. B. Joseph

Mrs. F. Guggenheim Mrs. Max Stern Mrs. Hyman Hiuterlik Mrs. M. A. Weinberg 
Mrs. C. Heller Mrs. J. M. Wile Mrs. F. Hochnatter Mrs. H. J. Wurzburg.

There is a Junior Auxiliary of which 
Ruth Schoen is president.

Ruth Club

HE Ruth Club was founded 
in 1905 by Mrs. Emma B. 
Mandi, to whom much of the 
success of the club is due, and 

with the help of Mrs. Jacob Kessner, 
Mrs. Elsie Franklin, and Mrs. Rose 
Friedman, the sustaining body was or- 
ganized. Its principal object is to pro- 
vide a home for girls from the ages of 
twelve to twenty who would otherwise 
be deprived of the advantages of a con- 
genial environment.The club accommodates about iorty 

girls, of whom half are working girls 
who support themselves; the remainder 
are cither learning a trade or arc school 
girls who have entered the home through 
the generosity of someone contributing 
to their support Particular emphasis is 
laid upon the work with the younger girls 
inasmuch as their problem is much more 
spiritual and psychological than it is ma- 
tcrial. The older girls are also aided in 
the matter of securing advantageous cm- 
ployment. . ,, , .Three homes were had before the pur­
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chase of the present large house at 6001 
Indiana Avenue.

On the list of the first officers and di- 
rectorale arc the following names:

Mrs. Hasterlik^ &

Mrs. Jacob Kessner, Mrs. Simon Led- 
erer, Mrs. Emma B. Mandi, Mrs. Joseph 
S. Meyer, and Mrs. Max S. Sickle. Mrs. 
Joseph S. Meyer has recently resumed 
the presidency with the following assist- 
ing officers:

Mrs. Etta KleinMrs. Hattie MarksMrs. 1. Pfadzer

Mrs. Leo Heller 1״. o ., Mrs. Max Adler(^™״^־"*"'’

Mrs. S. S. Lelewer

Mrs. Philip Friend Mrs. Adolph Hammel 
Mrs. Albert Hoeleld
Mrs. Sol Kieler Mrs. Sol Klein Mrs. Leopold Kling

Mrs. Arthur Schiller

Mrs. E. E. Strauss
The club now has well over five hun- 

dred members, ranging from Life Mem- 
bers who pay $100, through various 
classifications paying $50, $10, $5, and $3
per year.



Organizations for Palestine Aid

The Zionist Movement in Chicago

J
HICAGO was the first Ameri- 
can city to respond to the call 
for the first Zionist Congress, 
convoked in the city of Basle, 

ind, in August, 1897. Leon Zo- 
lotkoff was Chicago’s delegate, and im- 
mediately upon his return he inaugurated 
propaganda for the establishment of a 
local Zionist organization. Through his 
efforts, assisted by those of Bernard Hor- 
wich, Harris Horwich, Samuel Gins- 
burg, Elias Epstein, Rabbi A. S. Braude, 
H. S. Wolf, Leo Porges, J. Gartenstein, 
and M. Sider, the Knights of Zion was 
organized. This body, out of which has
covering the Middle West and now a part
was the first such in the United States. It 
antedated its eastern sister, the Federation 
of American Zionists, by a year.

numerous and severe. To be a Zionist, 
of the nineteenth century, was to 
what not. Many ridiculed the very 
thought of a State for the Jews, as pre- 
sumptuous and absurd, and subjected its 
proponents to insult. Some of the syna- 
gogues — not to mention the temples! — 
were hostile to the movement, and it was 
not an uncommon thing for the Chicago 
Zionists to find a shul, whose premises 
had been granted for a meeting or rally, 
closed to them at the very last moment,

Meetings in those days were held only 
in the Jewish district, usually Porges 
Hall, Jefferson and Maxwell Streets. Po 
them came the small band of the faith- 
ful, augmented by an outer ring of half- 
convinced individuals whose attendance 

had been secured with difficulty and 
whose enrollment bordered on the im- 
possible.

As an instance of the obstacles encoun- 
incident related of Samuel Genes, a very 
able organizer and speaker. He ap- 
proached a certain lodge on its meeting 
night, accompanied by a committee, and 
requested the privilege of addressing the 
members for a few moments on Zionism. 
The outer guard promptly closed the

fused to let them in. Perseverance was 
in those days, as well as resourcefulness. 
Making a second attempt, Genes told the 
guard that he wanted to announce a fire.
the floor, whereupon he mounted the
destroyed the Temple of Jerusalem.

Another incident centers about the late
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Harris Horwich, effective and devoted

bate was arranged between the Demo- 
wich consented to speak for the Repub-

Jefferson Street, was filled to capacity, 
and when the other speakers were 
through Horwich arose and delivered a 
one-hour oration on Palestine and Zion- 
ism His astonished opponents charged 
bun with not speaking on the .slues of the 
campaign, to which Horwich repl-.ed 
that the audience had plenty of other op- 
portunities to learn of those, but little
He saw an excellent opening to reach 
two thousand people and boldly took ad 
vantage of it

The appalling difficulties besetting the 
pioneers of local Zionism extended like 
wise to money matters The Chicago 
Jewish community was poor, and un
When the Jewish Colonial Trust was or- 
ist organizations to sell its shares, the 

leaders of the movement here met to dis- 
cuss ways in which to approach the peo- !.

not do to approach a Jew and ask for
tion but an investment; after mature de- 
liberation it was decided to sell shares on 
the instalment plan, to issue booklets 
whereby one could pay ten cents a week 
and thus in the course of a year acquire a 
shard Through this plan, 2,400 shares 
were sold in Chicago, by a committee of 
which B. Horwich was chairman and the 
late Elias Epstein, treasurer. Such were
Chicago Zionists, in the beginning.

In order to interest the younger ele- 
nient, the Kadimoh Gate was organized, 
which for a long time was the strongest 
force in the city. Among the early work- 
ers were: B. L. Sloan, S. P. Platt, B. L. 
Sloan, Leo Cohen, H. L. Mcitcs, 
Manrice Golan, Dr. B. E. Walpert, Leo 
Hertzfield, Dr. R. L. Halperin, Jacob

Katzoff, Sam Ginsburg, B. N. Platt, Paul 
and Adolph Braude. A number of the 
members interested themselves in the 
work of the Talmud Torah on Judd



ן
at which prominent : 
rious cities appeared.
need they aroused for

ion meeting took place at the home ot 
Max Shulman, already one of the most 
ictive of Zionists as he has remained to

was eventually organ
to Kadimoh, and for 
of its existence the cer 
by Zionists.

ung mei

Volunteers of Zion and kindred uni- 
formed companies organized. The Vol- 
unteers was composed of men who had 
served in the Spanish-American War. 
Under Captain H. Waiss, Major David- 
son, and Captains Harris and Brownstein, 
it became a popular organization, its
lie occasions and creating much sentiment 
for the cause.

The success of the Kadimoh society 
suggested the forming of a young 

ment won to its ranks, among others, Ber- 
tha Jerusalimsky (Mrs. Harry Berk- 
man), Esther Weinshenker (Mrs. Isidore 
Natkin), Ida Roscoe, Anna Lebenson, 
Jennie Liebson (Mrs. Max Shulman) 
and the sisters of Mr. Shulman, Jennie,
voted supporters of Zionism.

The propagandists soon began to real- 
izc that in order to make sound headway 
it was necessary to reach and hold the 
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Jewish children. Accordingly, the first 
Sabbath schools were organized, super- 
vised and financed by the Zionist organi- 
zation. In this work, D. P. Pollock was 
a principal factor. Almost single- 
handed, he established a number of Sab- 
bath schools in various parts of the city, 
as a result of which there now exists a 
chain of Hebrew schools throughout 
Chicago.

In the early days, too, it was necessary 
to educate the representative Jews of the 
community to respect the Zion flag. With 
judicious pressure, organizations and in­

memory of many

flag as the Jewish symbol and 
it on public occasions. Sucl 
these, looked upon as natural
hard-won victories for the at 
nationalism.

The first big Zionist convt 
in Chicago took place in 1901 
nah Temple. There Dr. Emil
gathering, and Dr. J. L. Ma
Haas addressed a Chicago at 
the first time. The hall wa 
throughout the sessions and t

:ation, the Federation of Amcri- 
ts. These attempts were put 
st annually, at conventions and 
gresses, but until the year 1912 
frustrated by those who held 
dependence of the western or- 
ssed their views successfully 
nights of Zion became a con- 
the Federation of American 



over its territory, consisting of ten states 
of the Middle West. In 1918, with
Zionist Organization of America, all sec- 
to-day but one all-inclusive body exists. 
The Regional Plan, recently instituted, 
enables each geographical division to ad- 
minister its internal affairs as a unit, and 
erativê independence.

In 1914, one month after the outbreak 
IhÄd ׳°

Since 1910, H. Steinberg has been a fore- 
most figure in its work here, acting as 
chairman in the city and traveling contin- 
ually to other points to aid in their effort 
for the National Fund and Zionism in

In recounting the early work of the 
movement, too, we must not overlook 
B. Horwich, with Leon Zolotkoff the 
chief founder of the Knights of Zion, 
and its first Grand Master. Following 
Horwich, Zolotkoff served as Grand 
Master, and he was succeeded by Max 

through which carloads of supplies wt 
shipped to suffering Palestine. The fi 
substantial appeal was made during t 
holidays of 1914, when $15,000 was rais 
in the local houses of worship.

In subsequent years the movemc 
grew with the need, and ever larger sui 
were raised, through the Palestine R< 
toration Fund and, more recently, t 
Keren Hayesod or Palestine Foundati 
Fund. This latter fund was organiz 
in 1921, during which year Chicago « 
tributed to it the sum of $59,000; in 19 
the local share was $119,000; in 19; 
$159,000; and the quota for 1924 has be 
set at $300,000.

A branch of effort not yet mentioned 
the Jewish National Fund, an instituti 
for the purchasing of land in Palestine 
the possession of the Jewish peop

Iman, already
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touched on, also has been outstanding. As 
Grand Master of the Knights of Zion and 
official in many other capacities, he has 
been a potent missionary for Zionism 
throughout the Middle West. Besides 
Horwich, Zolotkofi, and Shulman, one
chair of the Knights of Zion. This was

Nathan D. Kaplan, ardent Zionist 
worker and leader for many years and 
now head of the Palestine Development 
League ul Chicago.

Amcng rhe other workers who have 
given years of effort to the cause, are 
lodges Hugo Pam and Joseph B David. 
Dr George K Rosenzweig, Samuel A 
Hoffman. Jacob Miller. Harry Chap- 
man. Charles Tickao, Meyer Abrams, 
Mas Conheim. I. T Feingold, the Rev- 
erend Moses Newman, Samuel Phillip-
Rissman. E. Hackncr, Harty Phillips, 
Fred Berenson, E. L. Sloan, B. Brenner, 
Lester Toloff, Bernard Shulman, Joseph 
A. Lassers, and Maxim Hirsch.

Of late the local Zionist organization 
has been strengthened by the acquisition 
of Dr. S. M. Melamed, present chair­

man of the Chicago Central Committee, 
Dr. A. E. Abramowitz, present Regional 
Director, and Leonard J. Grossman. Of 
them and other prominent workers for 
Zion, new and old, something is said in 
the following pages of this division, 
of various of the local Zionist bodies and 
other, non-Zionist, organizations inter- 
ested in Palestine.

At present the Chicago Zionists num- 
ber 5,000, outside of 1,400 members of 
Hadassah, the women's group. Their 
activities are an influential force in the 
life of the community as well as in the 
great world movement of which they are 
a part. They raise large sums annually, 
mounting into the hundreds of thou- 
sands; leaders of national and interna- 
tional Jewry come to counsel with them 
not infrequently ; and their gatherings are 
held in the most desirable places and rank

To such a point, from an insignificant 
city and meeting with ridicule and abuse, 
day a power in the religious, educational, 
philanthropic, and fraternal circles of 
the city.



ORGANIZATIONS FOR PALESTINE AID

American Jewish Physicians’ Committee 
Chicago Chapter

HE American Jewish Physi- 
into being to work for a 
Medical Department of the 

University of Palestine. The
Chicago chapter was organized on Oc- 
tober 24, 1921, by Drs. Isaac A. Abt, 
Nicholas Fox, Abraham Levinson, 
Charles Ncwberger, Alfred Strauss, and 
Albert B. Yudelson. Meetings are held 
on call, at 104 South Michigan Avenue.

To date the Chicago chapter has con־ 
tributed the sum of $3,850 toward the 
building fund of the Hebrew University 

Medical Department. Another substan־ 
tial work of this chapter was the aid 
given organization of the American So- 
cicty for the Advancement of the Hebrew 
University.

The first elected officers of the Chicago 
Chapter are still serving. They are as 
follows :

Dr. Alfred Strauss 1
Dr. Mark T. Goldstinc J
Dr. Abraham Levinson, Recording Secretary Dr. Albert B. Yudelson, Corresponding Secy.

American Society for the Advancement of the
Hebrew University

BEggSfl HE American Society for the 
 I Advancement of the Hebrew:״5;
iVuHL'l University is one of the recent 
pSfWWIt developments of the influx of 
the educated young American Jew into 
the ranks of active workers for the up- 
building of Palestine.

It was organized in October, 1922, 
having in view the advancement of Jew- 
ish cultural life in general and the He- 
brew University in Palestine in particu- 
lar. In order to insure a high in- 
tellectual and cultural standard in the 

ganization has known to the present :

B. Schaar, Treasurer .

Meetings are held monthly at the At- 
lantic Hotel, and an interesting address 
on some phase of Palestinian welfare, and 
the laying of plans for practical help in
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Chicago Hadassah

sah, the women's Zionist organ­
America, wasization

a formed in 1913, when Hen- 
zold, the founder of the national 

body, came to Chicago at the invitation 
of H. L. Meites, and told her story of 
Palestine to a group that had gathered 

 -to hear her at the Chicago Hebrew In־
stitute. Organization was effected imme- 
diately, the charter members and officers 

Mrs. Hannah Shulman Sager.
The work of Hadassah is a narrative in

every description maintained in Pales- 
tine by the effort of American Jewish 
women. The work of the Chicago chap- 
ter forms a significant part of that story 
from the dav the Chicago group was 
formed. To-day Chicago Hadassah num­

bers 750 members distributed among its 
four local branches: Lawndale, South 
Side, Albany Park, and North Side.

Formerly, money was raised through 
large social affairs, but in 1922, Hadas- 
the Red Cross, was inaugurated, with 
very satisfactory results. The same plan, 
on a more intensivescale,has been carried 
on in 1923, with a great deal of healthy

Since last year, there have been organ- 
ized, as an offshoot of the local body, 
four Junior Hadassahs, whose purpose it 
is to support the Jewish orphans in Pales-

The presidents of the Chicago Hadas- 
sah have been :

Mrs. Augusta H. Silver, 1913-1914
Mrs. A. Levinson, 1914-1915Mrs. Hannah Shulman Sager, 1915-1917Lillian Kerstein, 1917-1919Mrs. Joseph Yavita, 1919-1920Mrs. Hannah Shulman Sager, 1920-1921 Pearl Franklin, 1921---- .

The present administration follows:

Mrs; S. H. Sohsroff, Treasurer g (.

Mrs. Bertha Read, President, North Side

Meetings of the organization are held 
on the fourth Sunday of every month at 
the La Salle Hotel. At these gatherings, 
speakers of national prominence in Jew- 
ish circles and in Palestinian work are 
frequently guests. The social functions 
of Hadassah rank with the élite of the 
devotees attractive as well as productive 
for the cause they serve so whole- 
heartedly.
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Chicago Jewish Committee for Palestinian Welfare

HE Chicago Jewish Committee 
for Palestinian Welfare came 
into being November 12, 1913, 
at the home of Mrs. Julius 

the result of her long cherished 
dream and hope to link the Jewish women 
of Chicago in some definite purposeful 
way to their heritage and history, via 
Palestine.

Henrietta Szold who had just returned 
from her first trip to Palestine addressed 
the small group of women that afternoon. 
She told them graphically of the poverty 
and suffering that she had seen among her 
own people. She told of the filth among 
numbers of children suffering from tra- 
medical treatment were available.

Stirred by her recital of conditions the 
group of women organized themselves 
into a committee and pledged themselves 
to maintain one or more district visiting 
nurses in Palestine, and to do such other 
welfare work as the committee might 
from time to time see fit.

Following this pledge official action 
was immediately taken for organization 
and the following women were elected 
to office :

During the first year the committee 
maintained a district visiting nurse in 
Palestine at the cost of $1,200, and the 
following year, at the suggestion of Hen- 
rietta Szold, they transferred their inter­
continued until the start of the war, when 
the cry of universal suffering became too 
acute to heed any single need, so their 
funds were placed at the disposal of the 

: for Gen-American Exec
eral Relief in Palestine until the need 
passed.

The committee has been in existence 
ten years and during that period has con- 
tributed the following sums :

Soup Kitchen during the World War, $1,600 Relief Work, SSOOMedical Unir, SI,000Nurses' Training School, $2,000
^ica, $L000 s' " 1$1000 ״

The organization now has in excess of 
seven hundred members, who are con- 
stantly enlarging the scope and extent of 
its activities.

Mrs. Julius Rosenwald, treasurer, and 
Mrs. Lee J. lesser, secretary, have served

CE TUVIN) was

Mrs. Albert Hoefcld P Ivice-Presidents 
Mrs. Joseph Fish J $
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Mizrachi

J
IZRACHI (literally, Orien- 
tals) is the name of the 
national organization of those 
Zionists in America who wish 

3rd Judaism in the rebuilding
The Chicago branch was formed in 

1913 upon the visit here of Rabbi Meyer 
Berlin, now the president of the Miz- 
rachi Organization of America. Among 
those most active in the founding and 
early work of the local organization
were the following:
WilliamPFarber ” ' 1
H. Halper IH. Hindsll I

Rabbi E. R. Muskin
Rabbi' Saul Silber

Since 1918, the activities of the Chi- 
cago Mizrachi have been identified with 
those of the Adath B’nai Israel. For 
two years the Mizrachi Bureau at 1113 
South Ashland Boulevard was headed 
by Rabbi E. R. Muskin. Other leaders 
in the work have been Philip Stein, now 
a chalulz in Palestine; E. Matthew, S. 
Kramer, and M. Peretz. The women's 

organization, now directed by Mrs. I. 
Lashkovitz, president, was formed 
through the initiative of the Adath 
B’nai Israel, as were the junior clubs 
and the Mizrachi Council.

Under the guidance of the rabbis 
mentioned, hundreds of members have 
been enrolled and substantial sums raised 
for Mizrachi and Palestine funds.

At present, the following Mizrachi 
groups are active in Chicago:

Three branches of the Adath B’nai Israel

The Council is constituted by repre- 
sentatives of the groups listed. Its presi- 
dent is George Levin.

The Chicago members of the Vaad 
Haraashi, the advisory board of the 
national organization, are Rabbis Eph- 
raim Epstein, Saul Silber, and Eliezer 
R. Muskin.

Palestine Development League
HE Palestine Development ך

Council was organized as a 
I national body in 1921 for the
economic development of Pales- 

porations. Louis D. Brandeis, Associate 
Justice of the United States Supreme 
Court, is the honorary chairman, and the 
presiding officer is Judge Julian W. 
Mack.

The Chicago Palestine Development 
League, the local branch of the Council, 
is the latest addition to the rapidly grow- 
ing number of Chicago organizations de- 
voting their energies to building the 
Jewish community in Palestine; It was 
called into existence through the efforts 
of Nathan D. Kaplan, in whose offices 

the first formal meeting was held early 
in October, 1923. There had been pre- 
viously some attempt made at organiza- 
tion, but no tangible progress had been

The circumstance calling the organi- 
zation into being was the Confcrence of 
the General Committee of the Palestine 
New York City ongOctober 21,1923. The 
Chicago League was organized in order 
that Chicago might be properly repre- 
sented at that conference. The tempo- 
rary officers elected were:

Rabbi Felix Levy)... 1, .
Judge Hugo p^jVKeCha.rmen



A committee on organization was ap- 
pointed, as follows:

Mrs. Hugo King Harry G׳. Wexler.
The following delegation was chosen 

to attend the conference in New York :
Judge Harry M. Fisher H. L. Meites

The purpose of the League was de-

dared to be “to aid in the social-economic 
upbuilding of Palestine so that it may be 
populated within a comparatively short 
time by a preponderating body of manly, 
self-supporting Jews with the highest 
Jewish ideas and fitted to become citizens 
of a self-governing commonwealth.”

The members of the League are bend-
port of Chicago Jewry, especially those 
elements that hitherto have withheld 
their aid from Palestinian work.

Poale Zion

DALE ZION is essentially the 
workingmen’s Zionist organi- 
zation. It was organized in

!5, at the instiga-
there was considerable discussion am
Palestine or Uganda as the logical h 
land for the Jews of the world. Ade 
brought to the attention of the Ch 
Chaluzim, headed by Meyer Sack 
and A. Agranat, the program outlin

Territorialists and the Socialist Révolu- 
tionists, a group then headed by Dr. 
Chaim Zhitlowsky and others, which was 
the nucleus of what is now known 
as the Menshiviki party of Russia. In 
September of that year at a PoaleZion

man in Minsk, Russia, combining 
ism and Socialism. Poale Zion wa

to the split of the new organization
Poale Zion Palcstinianists and the St
eluded the following:

D.^Glickman ' M. 1Sackheim

The first meeting of this new group convention held at the Chicago Hebrew 
was held at 47 Johnson Street in March, Institute, Dr. Zhitlowsky, representing 
1905. At that meeting eighteen members the Socialist Revolutionists, and Abe 
enrolled. Goldberg and Dr. N. Sirkin representing

The work of the Poale Zion grew in the Socialist Territorialists, were present, 
scope and numerical strength, and early and a program representative of the com- 
in 1909 a movement was started to re- mon cause of these otherwise hostile 
unite the Poale Zion with the Socialist groups, was formulated and adopted.
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program resolved itself along the follow- 
ing three basic propositions: (1) to work 
for a socialistic Palestine and for no other 
territory; (2) to participate in economic 
questions pertaining to the workmen of 
this country; (3) to provide for the cdu- 
cation of Jewish children in accord with 
the nationalistic and economic principles 
to the principles of this program and 
sought in every way to further it.

The most significant achievement in
accordance witn

Socialist party, and Jewish National 
Workers' Alliance, and laid the founds- 
lion of the People’s Relief Committee in
in the war area. Later, in 1915, the Poale
the People's Relief Committee with the 
Central Relief Committee under the 
name of the Chicago Joint Relief Com- 
mittee, under which the Central still 
functions.

fn 1917, following the entry of the 
United States into the war, and the issu- 
ance of the famous Balfour Declaration, 
the Poale Zion took active interest in thesecuring in April, 1911, of the Smythe the Poale Zion took active interest in me 

School for the purpose of teaching forming of the Jewish Legion, a large 
Hebrew and Yiddish, and Jewish His- percentage of the Chicago Legionnaires

ment of the Red Mögen David.
During the year following, there was 

considerable agitation in Poale Zionist 
ranks in the interest of a representative 
Jewish congress to comprise all factions 
of American Jewry. Especially in Chi­
impetus to the Congress movement and it 
was largely through their influence that 
Jacob G. Grossberg undertook the Con- 
gross agitation in Chicago. The Poale 
Zionists sent four delegates to the first 
Congress, held in Philadelphia in De- 
cember, 1918. These were B. J. Shapiro, 
Morris Silben, Julius Savitky, and Dr. I. 
Marcus.

The Poale Zion, apart from working 
constantly toward the realization of its 
tically every movement which had as its 
objective the active and significant par*

the enorts ot Harry a. utpsKy, men a .... .. .... j....... ........
member of the Board of Education, and 1"g lhe problems of his people.
the progressiveness of the late Ella Flagg 1 he headquarters of the Poale Zion 
Young, then superintendent of schools, are located in the National Socialist In- 
This school functioned for fifteen months stitute at 3322 . Douglas Boulevard, a 
at the Smythe school, after which it was building which it owns in common with 
moved to the Chicago Hebrew Institute, 'he Jewish National Workers’ Alliance, 
and a branch opened at the Jewish Edu- Here are carried on a large number of 
cational Alliance on the Northwest Side. Jewish activities-—lectures, concerts, 

Late in 1914, as a result of the out- classes for adults and children, and other 
break of the war, a committee of the components of a program of education in 
Poale Zion, consisting of M. Shuchter, which the Poale Zion and the Jewish 
B. J. Shapiro, and Julius Savitky, met National Workers* Alliance can cooper- 
with representatives of the Arbeiter Ring, ate harmoniously.



ORGANIZATIONS FOR PALESTINE AID

Young People’s Zionist Auxiliary

FTER the inception of the 
cago, in 1918, it became 

appeal would have to be made to the 
younger generation if its aid was to be 
enlisted in the cause of the Jewish State. 
Maxim Hirsch, one of the first Ameri- 
can-bom Zionists of Chicago, convinced 
that a young persons’ unit was an im-
of 1919 for the formation of such a body, 
to serve as an auxiliary to the Lawndale 
district organization.

To that end, a meeting was held, Sep- 
tember 30, at which the Young People’s 
Zionist Auxiliary of Lawndale was
zation was effected in November, and 
on January 13, 1920, the Auxiliary was 
formally launched, with about one hun-
organizers were the following:

Charles H. Jeffc 
David Olshan.

A series of militant Zionist activities 
their results in an active membership 
now approaching three hundred, and in 
a total of $6,000 so far raised for the 
Keren Hayesod. The members have 
ganda among the younger element, and 
have rendered personal assistance in 
National Fund Flower and Flag Day 
collections and other Zionist interests.

With the development brought by 
sectional character and became a city- 
now at the Atlantic Hotel.

The past presidents have been :
Charles H׳ jeffe

The present incumbent is Alexander 
Markels.

Zerubovel Zion Society

ERUBOVEL ZION SOCI- 
ETY, originally Zerubovel 
Gate of the Order Knights of 
Zion, was organized to aid the 

Zionist movement on December 30, 1908,

Z. Finder
G. Marrock

The first meeting was held at what was 
then the Jewish Educational Alliance, 
1243 North Wood Street, now the North- 
west Branch of the Jewish People's Insti- 

tute, and the following officers were

H. Fischkin, Treasurer .

The organization immediately 
kept it in the forefront of Zionist effort 
in Chicago to this day. Hundreds of con- 
verts to the Zionist cause found their first 
introduction to Zionist ideals and ambi- 
tions at Zerubovel meetings, and many of 
the staunchest workers for Zion have been 
sent forth from its ranks.

Zerubovel was the first Zionist organi- 
zation on the Northwest Side to interest 
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the American-born youth in the problem 
of Zionism. The campaign for such 
members was especially active during the 
presidency of Maxim Hirsch, one of the 
few native-born young men interested in 
the Zionist movement in the early days. 
Hirsch was one of the first members of 
Zerubovel and is a leading figure to this 
day among the younger Zionist workers.

Among its presidents have been:
D. Nathan

H. Steinberg Z. Finder 
Charles Kunz G. Marrock
Significant of the fundamental integ- 

city of this pioneer organization is the 

fact that throughout all the changes that 
the Zionist structure has undergone in 
Chicago, its identity has remained intact. 
Zerubovel is the only society functioning 
tinued its activity up to the present time.

It is always in charge of Flag and 
Flower Days for the Jewish National 
Fund, on the Northwest Side; it has con- 
tributed large sums to various Zionist 

 -them $2,500 to the Pales ך""'—
:ion Fund, $1,500 to the 
sod (during 1922 alone), 
use for Yemenite Jews, and 
for various other Zionist 

activities. Nor have the other local phil- 
anthropies been disregarded in time of

The present administration is headed 
by Ernest Honet.



Fraternal and Social Organizations

Book and Play Club
URING the winter of 1905 a 
number of young enthusiasts 
met often at the home of one of 
the group and discussed the 

possibility of an organization devoted to
The original group included the follow-

During the eighteen years of its history 
the Book and Play Club has had pro- 
grams by almost a hundred well-known 
writers.

One members’ program, called “The 
Gridiron,” is given each year. This

ing seven :

Then Julian W. Mack became inter- 
ested in the idea of a Jewish cultural 
group, and through his encouragement, 
and the challenging but sympathetic help 
of Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, plans were per- 
fccted for a permanent Book and Play 
Club (Joseph Loeb gave the club its 
name). A temporary membership com- 
mittcc, consisting of the original seven, 
assisted by Bertha Loeb, Mrs. Julius Ro- 
scnwald, Dr. Helidor Schiller, Mrs. 
Henry Schuhmann, Mrs. Hannah Solo- 
mon, Mrs. James Witkowsky, Alice 
Wormser, and Fannie Bloomfield Zeis- 
1er—sent out invitations to one hundred

The first meeting of the Book and Play 
Club was held on November 13, 1905, at 
the home of Julius Rosenwald, at which 
the following officers were elected:

Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, Honorary President 
Julian W. Made. President

Judge Mack was president until 1907, 
when Sigmund Zcislcr succeeded him 
and served until 1916. Then came I. B.
Lipson, 1916-1918; Geor 
1920; Jerome Frank, 192 
1922, Max Loeb, who is 
ing officer.

’1918-

takes the form of plays (written and acted 
by members), satirizing the foibles of 
the day.

The club meets on the third Thursday 
of every month at the home of some 
member.

The present officers are:

Mrs. Julius E. Weit I Vice-Presidents
Mr-.. W. R. Rmo J



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO

Covenant Club

enthusiastic one. Most of those present 
approved the plans formulated and paid 
the sum of $25 each as an initiation fee.

Scclcnfreund, Adolf Kraus, and Mor- 
ton A. Mergentheim, acting as a commit- 
tee for the selection of club rooms, after 
lengthy consideration of some sixty loop 
buildings, chose the premises offered at 

Henry S. Blum, chairman; Alfred Deck- 
er, Gustav Freund, Theodore Geissmann, 
Milton R. Hart, Adolf Kraus, Julius H. 
Meyer, A. S. Roc, Benjamin Samuels, 
Jacob Schnadig, A. B. Seelcnfreund. 
Judge Philip Stein, and a number of 
others. It was decided that only B'nai 
B'rith should be eligible to membership, 
and this provision was incorporated in 
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the constitution by the committee on con- 
stitution and by-laws, composed of Mark 
D. Goodman, Morton A. Mergentheim, 
and Judge Philip Stein.

The first officers of the club, elected 
without opposition, were:

Henry S. Blum 1״ -Theodore_Geissmam1 j Vice-Presidents

The club rooms were formally 
in June, 1917, at which time then 
ship consisted of some three h 
was one of the most flourishing in 
It became known as a social and 
center where Jewish life throbbec

sirable. The new structure is now near- 
ord the members of the Covenant Club 
; entire country.
Following are the officers and heads of

MaA Utb°"^h jvfce-Prmidem.

ests of the Jewish people were pursued.
In March, 1922, it was decided to pur- 

chase the leasehold of the building in 
which the club was housed and to erect 
a new structure such as should be a pride 
to the members and to the Jews of the 
city. Under Fred Bernstein, elected 
president that month, efforts were inau־ 

meeting held December 28, 1922, when 
the members present subscribed over 
$600,000 of the million-dollar bond issue 
floated by the club.
Walter W. Alschlager and Oscar B. Mar- 

.....................ven stories. All
given over to

Edward Charles M. Rothschild
Isad'or Weil
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Fraternidad Israelita Portuguesa
ISgggiTIHE Fraternidad Israelita Por- 
MWIHn tuguesa is a consolidation of 

||M| the Oriental Israelite Frater- 
nity and the Union Israclitish 

Portuguesa, and dates from January, 
1909. It was founded for fraternal and 
benevolent purposes, the first officers and

Albert Cohen Albert Varan.
The organization meets at the Jewish 

People’s Institute, where it interests itself 
in all matters affecting the four hundred 
Oriental Jews of the city and their 
kindred in other cities and countries. In 
the movement for relief of the Jews in 
Turkey and of the sufferers from the 
Smyrna fire, the members took an active 

part. They also send money to the Or- 
phan School in Jerusalem, extend assist- 
ance to the widows and orphans of Orien- 
tai Jews, and interest themselves in other 
philanthropic activities.

The membership, numbering one hun- 
dred, is at present directed by Sam Varon, 
president; Mordo Anov, vice-president; 
Robert Grazian, treasurer; and Joseph 
Pinto, secretary.

Bicnzcnsenzia de Dames, aids the fra- 
ternity. Its president is Mrs. Leon 
Lieger. The fraternity has also been in- 
strumental in the formation of the Young 
People’s Sephardic Circle, which meets 
at the Jewish People’s Institute every 
Sunday afternoon.

A cemetery at Forest Park, valued at 
$12,000, is the property of the organiza-

Idlewild Country Club
HE Idlewild Country Club 
was organized in 1908 as a 
recreational center and golf- 
course. The first officers of the The club rapidly became a social cen- 

ter of Chicago’s younger set and is today 
one of the popular meeting-places of 
golf-links. Its beautiful grounds are 10- 
cated on the Dixie Highway, twenty- 
seven miles southeast of Chicago.

The club has a limited membership of 
275, which is filled to capacity, with a 
numerous waiting list.

The present officers and directors are 
the following:

M.|M. Rothschild, President

Ben C. Baehraeh Walter Becher
Max A. Goldsmith



Independent Order Bikkur Cholem Ukadishu
l-Æ*5èÆ4VER half a century ago, in Sep- 
I tember, 1872, a mutual aid so- 
L Vtz ■I oie’y was formed in Chicago, 
IlgfiEBgM known as the Chevra Bikkur 
Cholem Ukadishu. Its purposes, as in- 
distressed, visit the sick, and bury the 
dead. The founders of the body were : 

W. Holdstein

group, which number represei 
strong organization in that early dr 
was not restricted to members, ma 
outside the organization. A ce 
plot, consisting of two acres at Wal 
by additional tracts, has remain
present.

In 1876, it was decided to form 
ternal order with the Chevra as 
the lodges. Thus, the Independent 
Bikkur Cholem Ukadishu came i 
istence. Its preamble listed the I 
ing as the aims of the Order:

Chicago Lodge No. 1, and several other 
Western Lodge No. 2 and Western Lodge 
No. 4, Detroit, Michigan. In 1877 an 
applications were received from Mil­

members to band their lodges into a sin-
In 1878, an attempt was made by 

Adolph Moses, Adolph Loeb, and other 
leaders of the organization, to join the 
B'nai B’rith, but their application for a 
charter was refused because the I. O. B.

ly of Russian 
em Ukadishu 
: way and has

nt body to this

The organization now numbers almost 
five hundred members, in great part im- 
mediate descendants of the men who 
founded it. Prominent throughout its 
long history have been the activities of 
Abraham Bernstein, veteran charter
The present officers are:

Since ns formation, the Independent 
Order Bikkur Cholem Ukadishu has paid 
out $60,000 in death benefits ; $20,000 for 
funerals; $25,000 to the sick and dis- 
tressed; and over $10,000 in donations to 
non-members and charitable institutions. 
Its capital and resources exceed $75,000.
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Independent Order B'nai B’rith

INE of the most powerful, cer- 
tainly the best-known Jewish 
fraternal organization in the 

J world, was founded November 
1, 10*3, as the Independent Order of 
B’nai B’rith. It took at once a command- 
ing position in Jewish affairs, a position 
which it has never relinquished and 
which has drawn to it in increasing num- 
bers the most representative Jews of 
America. To-day it has five hundred 
lodges in America, Europe, and the 
Orient, with a total membership of sev- 
enty-five thousand.

Under its motto, “Benevolence, Broth-

Among its major achievements and ac- 
tivities are the following:

has during its long course wrought many 
good and important works in behalf of 
the Jewish welfare and good name.

Has distribui
Took the lea<

more than 50,000

^Established^ a

international president of B'nai 
is Adolf Kraus of Chicago^whose 
stinguished for its services to Jew- 
rge as well as to the organization, 
:his year his leadership was long 
illiantly seconded by the interna- 
secretary, A. B. Seelenfrcund, re- 
deceased. Leon L. Lewis, Seelen- 

successor, now has charge of the 
mal headquarters, which are sit- 
Chicago.
cal lodges of the B'nai B’rith are 
number: Ramah Lodge No. 33 
 ; (of which appears hereinafter ׳,
raus Lodge No. 72, and David
;e No. 130. A fourth lodge, 
so. 982, is in process of forma- 
s expected to be launched in the
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Adolf Kraus Lodge No. 72

Instituted July 1, 1866, the Adolf 
Kraus Lodge ranks next to Ramah in 
point of age and membership. Its mem- 
bers number 1,210, and the present offi- 
cers are the following: 

ship of the following, who have served as
G. M. Cohen

Otto G. Felton
Jacob S. Weinberg
Judge Philip Stein Julien J. Gurtficld

Henry Borlitzhcimerl 1־

David Fish Lodge No. 130
The David Fish Lodge was founded 

December 12, 1869, and has a present 
membership of 328. The current officers

Charles Cohen
Z. Kallen

S. J. EisendrathD. II. Salinger
Charl^LWolfson
Milton R. Hart

In addition to its share in the general 
interests of the Order, Ramah carries on

l.oui»SLplan Ava'rdcn M°""° 
Dr. J. J. Weil, Guard.

Ramah Lodge No. 33
Ramah Lodge, which plays so large a 

part in the history of early Jewish Chi- 
cago, was founded June 15, 1857. The 
following arc listed as the organizers:

Nathan Gatzen Dr. A Schitt
Iraac Greenafelder Leon Straus

To-day Ramah numbers far more 
members than there were Jews in the en- 
tire state of Illinois at the time of its for- 

the world. The growth of the lodge from 
its small beginning to its present position 
has been accomplished under the leader- 

a number of activities of an educational 
and philanthropic nature. In 1922, the 
disbursements for these activities was 
$18,537, a per capita of $10.19 for its 
membership at that time. The lodge as- 
sists in maintaining the B’nai B'rith Boys' 
Club and Social Center, at Independence 
and Douglas boulevards, and the B'nai
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B’rith Boys’ Summer Camp at Crystal 
Lake, Illinois, known as Camp Covenant. 
It also contributes toward the upkeep of 
the Jewish Free Employment Bureau, 
and the orphan home at Cleveland, Ohio.
for the support of war and pogrom vic-

Michael Flicht,״Guardiantims, Ramah Lodge has had a worthy 
share, and during the World War it in- 
terested itself in welfare work for the sol- 
diers and sailors, on one occasion raising

$5,000 for use in recreational service at 
the various cantonments.

An innovation that attracted wide at- 
tention was the open-air concerts con- 
ducted by the lodge at the National 
League ball park during the summer of 
1922. Noted opera artists, supplemented 
by a symphony orchestra of seventy-five 
pieces, took part in a series of five con- 
certs at popular prices, of which thou- 
sands of the music-loving population of 
Chicago took advantage.

In the progress and achievements of 
Ramah Lodge, the name of A. B. Seelen- 
freund, its fifth president and interna- 
eminent. For twenty years, until his 
death in 1928, he served it devotedly and 
ably, a beloved leader in all its activities. 
Largely to him is credited the, growth 
and present standing of the lodge.

The administration for the current 
year is composed of the following:

Independent Order B’rith Abraham

"HE Independent Order B’rith 
Abraham was organized Feb- 
ruary 7th, 1887, by a group of 

_____  Order B’rith Abraham lodges 
that broke away from the older organiza- 
tion, and is today the largest Jewish fra- 
a total membership in excess of ■'5'' >״ ״  
distributed among close to eight hundred 
separate lodges, twenty-three of which 
are located in Chicago. Dr. George Sul- 
tan, Fifth Deputy Grand Master, is the 
only Chicagoan to hold office in the
are in New York, where the Order was 
founded.

Following are listed the Chicago 
lodges, the order and year of their found- 
ing, the number of members, and their 
presidents now in office:

King David No. 55, 1889500 members, Lazar Guttman, President Chicago City No. 73, 1891
JeÄd Na^4M892D”reMaB’
Eben Ezra No.'143, 1895325 members, 1. Marshak, PresidentRoumanie of Chicago No. 170, 1397350 members, Joseph Korn, PresidentSons of Israel No. 223, 1900
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Chicago Progressive No. 278, 1901
Chicago Zion No. ’279, 1901
Illinois No. 280, 1901
Cook County No. 285, 1901
Aaron Rieger No. 296, 1902
Dr. George Sultan No. 367, 1902

B'nri* Ezra Na '"סס״^נ 1,"“,י^''  
250 members, M. Goodgold, President

Calumet Na 435^1907

Governor William Sulzer No. 490", !90S
Jacob Goldner No. 525, 1909
Sterling No. 550, 1910
Warschauer Progressive No. 564, 1910
Povolochcr No. 612. 1911
NcwBeaconsfieîd^No. 648, 1912 ’

Independent Order Free Sons of Israel

HE Independent Order Free 
Sons of Israel was organized 
on January 18th, 1849, asa fra- 

following purpose asset forth in the pre-

The Order now has a membership of 
eighty lodges and two districts,, Chicago 
with the following officers:

William R. Singer

The Order is affiliated with the Ameri­

can Jewish Committee, National Fra- 
ternal Congress, and the American Jew- 
ish Congress. Following is a list of the 
Chicago Lodges, their numbers in the or- 
der of organization, the dates of their 
organization, and their presidents:
Moses No. IS, August 31, 1873, H. H. Goldsmith Isaiah No. 22, August 26, 1873, Chas. T. Kramer Excelsior No. 29, October 29, 1873, Samuel Price
Abraham Lincoln No. 49, August 20, 1872, Max
Illinois No. 58, February 8, 1873, E. Ascherman

Phoenix No. 79, February 6, IS76, Morris Marks Chicago No. 94, December 11, 1891, Jack StillmanColumbus No. 112, November 20, 1892, Philip
Mizpah No. 119, May 18, 1904, Samuel Weiss 
Victory No. 128, June 12, 1919, Frederick P.
Liberty No. 129, September 20, 1919, Gustav Kohn Judea No. 130, November 24, 1919, Otto Schuster-
Banner No. 135, February 16, 1922,1. N. Binder 
Esther No. 47, April 16, 1923, Mrs. Mamie Neu-
President Lincoln No. 136, January 31, 1923, Mrs.Rose OfnerDaughters of Isaiah No. 137, March 5, 1923, Mrs.
Daughters of Illinois No. 138, March 29, 1923,
Ruth No. 139, April 22, 1923, Mrs. Dora Levy.

With their sister lodges of other cities, 
the Chicago bodies have taken a consis- 
tent interest in Jewish affairs and have 
lent material support to a number of
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Jewish National Workers’ Alliance of Chicago
HE Jewish National Workers' 
band”) was incorporated in 
1912 under the laws of the 

ew York with the following ex- 
pressed object:

The first of the Chicago branches, the 
J. L. Peretz branch No. 6, was organized 
in the same year by the following:

W. Berger

D. Glickman Abe Kaplan 1. G. Kaplan

Hirsch H. Resnick
B. J. Shapiro

Hirsch H. Resnick was elected first

Chicago branches contribute a significant 
part, consists of helping the Jew in Amer- 
ica along all paths that make for greater 
material comfort, and greater spiritual 
and cultural development. It is essen- 
tially a banding together of Jewish work- 
ingmen for purposes of mutual protection 
and aid.

Since its inception the organization has 
had but four presidents, these being, in 
addition to Hirsch H. Resnick, B. Siegel, 
Jacob Gibberman, and I. G. Kaplan. 
Hirsch H. Resnick has again accepted
men as assisting officers :

Dr. H. Epstein T. L. Millner.

The first meetings were held at the 
Chicago Hebrew Institute, after which 
quarters were secured in the Palace 
Theater Building on Blue Island Avenue 
and Roosevelt Road. In recent years the 

organization has been lodged in its own 
quarters at the National Socialist Insti- 
tute, 3322 Douglas Boulevard, a building 
which it owns in common with the Poale 
Zion. The two organizations have been
ities. Plans are now under way for the

date the growing activities of the organ-

A notable campaign now being waged 
by the Alliance seeks to establish a simi- 
lar organization for women, a "Frauen

Three branches are actively operating

Sholom Aleiehem Branch No. 102
Moses Hess Branch No. 96.

The total membership of these three 
branches is approximately five hundred. 
The personnel of the three branches, 
while avowedly a laborite clement, is en- 
thusiastically interested in the advance-
educational and cultural causes.
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Jochannah :Lodge No. 9
United Order of True Sisters

jUUJUjHE United Order of True Sis- 
puffin lets was organized April 21, 
■ 11 1846. as the Independent Or• 

der of True Sisters, and is the 
pioneer women’s fraternal organization 
in America. It numbers to-day twen- 
ty-six lodges and a total of 8,200 
members.

was organized in 1874, and is today one 
of the foremost women’s organizations of 
Among the organizers were the fol-

Mrs. Abraham Wise was elected first 
president. Other presidents of the organ- 
ization have been :

The Jochannah Lodge launched imme- 
diately a career of civic and philan- 
thropic enterprise that has drawn to its 
standard the finest type of Chicago’s 
womanhood. Among its achievements 
may be listed the establishment of the 
first free kindergarten, the first penny 
machine in the public schools of Chi-
eign-born women; the founding of a free 
loan fund for the poor; after-school 
classes in schools in the congested dis- 
tricts. and the scholarship fund for Jew- 
ish children.

Two collections of pictures in the Pub- 
lie School Art Society are owned by the 
Jochannah Lodge and loaned out to va- 
rious public schools for extended periods. 
The organization cooperates with the

Travelers’ Aid Society, the Immigrant 
Protective Association, the Juvenile Pro- 
tective Association and aids actively in 
connection with work for and with the 
blind.

Some idea of the scope of the work of 
the organization can be gained from the 
list of important committees and their 
chairmen listed below. The administra- 
tion for the current term is comprised as 
follows :

'.1 .. V. ’ •

Mrs. Rosie G. Heller(״, ’Mrs. Samuel YatterjT"“'״’

Mrs. Mark A. Coben Mrs. Bernard Mandi
Mrs. Edward Fischkin Mrs. Joseph Weinfcld 
Mrs. Jules E. Furth Mrs. Sigmund B. Wolf

Committee far the^ Blind, Mrs. Abraham Weiss

Delegates

j Mrs. Iwed Ascher, Mrs. Arthur H. Kimball

Travelers' Aid Society, Mrs. Henry F. Brown 
Immigrant Protective League, Mrs. Emil G.
Public School Art Society, Mrs. William Freed-



Northwest Fellowship Club

HE N o r t h w e s t Fellowship 
Club was organized July 4, 
1914, by a group of young busi- 
ness and professional men on 

the Northwest Side whose daily duties 
made it impossible for them to take ad- 
vantage of any of the established down- 
town clubs, and who, nevertheless, de­

tages that such clubs afford.
The organizers and first officers were: 

Alexander Zobel, President.

Edward Gelb
Charles Olift

Jack Shields
William Wolf.

The first home of the club was at !550 
North Robey Street. During the first 
few years all the activities of the new 
organization were directed toward the 
securing of a permanent home, and finally 
after months of planning and hard work, 
the roomy residence at 2020 Pierce Ave- 
nue was purchased and remodeled into 
the present club-house.

i
l ................
1 
trogram. These in- 
}ales by well-known 
of every kind. In 
or dancing pavilion 

has been built in the rear of the club- 
house where the younger set of the North- 
west Side congregates regularly. This 
pavilion and the club-house are set aside 
for one day every year for some ambitious 
devoted to a charity selected by the di-

When the World War broke out the 
Northwest Fellowship Club contributed 
an extremely high percentage of its mem- 
hers to the colors, as is attested by a beau- 
tiful memorial scroll in the club-rooms. 
Those remaining behind turned over the 
organization to war work, contributing 
among other sums, $2,000 to Jewish war- 
relief and $1,000 to Soldiers' Welfare 
Work. The Emanuel Marcus Post of the 
American Legion is made up entirely of 
Northwest Fellowship Club members.

The following have been president 
of the organization since its establish-

Alexander Zobel. 1914-1916 Charles 01», 1916-1917 Mauri« Weinshenk, 1917-1918 Louis Prosterman, 1918-1919 Abel C. Pearlman, 1919-1920 Julius Rubenstein, 1920-1921 
Max Durslag, 1921-1922.

The present administration, elected in 
December, 1923, is as follows:

David Rabbe, Building Superintendent

Harry WJmall
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Progressive Order of the West

J
 HE Progressive Order of the 
West, though originally a St. 
great bulk of its membership, 

catcst number of lodges, in Chi­
cago. The first St. Louis lodge came 
into existence formally on February 13, 
1896, and sprang from an organization 
that had been built up to raise funds for 
and establish the first Jewish Hospital in 
St. Louis. That object being achieved,

allow its energies to dissipate, it would
should pay more attention to the cultural 
and spiritual development of its members 
than was the custom among the Jewish 
orders of that time.

For about seven years, the Order con- 
fined its activities to St. Louis, until the 
members came to the conclusion that in 
order to exist and grow, it was necessary 
to expand. In April, 1903, they estab* 
lished their first lodge in Chicago, the 
Ahavath Achim Anshe Roumanian 
Lodge, No. 129.

Since then the following lodges were 
instituted in Chicago:

Malbim, No. 131, July, 1903
Chicago City, No. 139, January, 1904

Rabbi Itzchock Elchonon, No. 142, Sept., 1904

King Solomon, No. 155. December, 1905 
Pride of Chicago, No. 158, May. 1906 
King Joseph, No. 163, August, 1907 ’ 
Congress, No. 170, November, 1907 
Agudas Hashuchtim, No. 175, March, !90S

Lodge), February, 1909
Tolchincr, No. 191, September, 1909 
Berdichevcr, No. 194, December, 1909 
Chicago Capitol, No. 196, February, 1910 
Dr. Sallingcr, No. 197, May, 1910 
Illinois, No. 198, May, 1910
Dr. Herman Adler, No. 203, July, 1911 
Chicago Banner, No. 214, May, 1914
Woliner, No. 251, December, 1914
Neustadt-Schirwindter, No. 263, March, 1915 
Shudo Loven, No. 271, March, 1915
S, K. Berger, No. 291, March, 1917

Lodge), May, 1920.
At the convention held in Chicago in 

August, 1919, Samuel Epstein was chosen 
president, and he immediately set to work 
to carry out the benefit-rate legislation 
that had been adopted, with the result 
that in two years he had practically dou- 
bled the reserve fund of the organization. 
His administration has also seen insti­

member.
During and after the World War, the 

P. O. W. interested itself in war-relief 
work, and large sums have been raised by 
its constituent lodges for the various re- 
lief funds. Even more noteworthy has 
of the Zionist movement. Not only has 
it donated large amounts to the cause but 
it was one of the first Jewish bodies to 
give official endorsement to Zionism, 
which it did at the !90S convention. Ever 
since then its interest and support have 
been steadily forthcoming.
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Ravisloe Country Club

wealthiest and most prominent Jewish 
families. Its beautiful grounds and club- 
house are located at Homewood, Illi-

The first Board of Governors consisted 
of the following:

Sidney B. Cahn, Via-President

EHR Feïwmlial, Herbert L. Hart

Carl A. Stonehill

The succeeding presidents of the Board
Aleck Bauer, 1902-1994Simon A. Kohn, 1904-1906
Solomon Henry Stix, 1906-1907David A. Hyman, 1907-1909
Oscar M. Wolff, 1911-1913 David S. Simon, 1913-1915 Samuel Rosenthal, 1915-1917 Claren« Lowenstein, 19I7-19IS

The present administration follows: 
E. J. Kohn, President

E.’l״ Wvd“fi
Benton Willner.

Standard Club of Chicago

J
 HE Standard Club was organ- 
ized on April 4, 1869, and was 
known then simply as “The 
Standard.” And such, indeed, 

was and has remained the character of 
the organization. Though founded pri- 
marily as a social and recreational gath- 
ering place of the best class of Jews in 
Chicago, its civic and communal activ- 
ities, always generous and whole-hearted, 
exerted a powerful influence in the 
growth of the South Side Jewish com-

It was formally incorporated on July 
7, 1869, the following being the incor-
porators :

Charles M. Leopold

Its original name, “The. Standard,” 
was changed February 14,1887, when the 

rated, to “The Standard Club of Chi- 
cage.”

The club first met in Brunswick Hall, 
on Washington street, between Clark and 
La Salle streets. Here it remained for a 
short time, when it rented quarters in a 
building especially erected for it on 
Michigan Avenue and Thirteenth Street, 
moving in February, 1870. This building 
was occupied by General Sheridan and 
the Federal troops sent to Chicago to

In February, 1889, it moved into its 
own home, just completed, at Michigan 
Avenue and Twenty-fourth Street, where 
it has been ever since. The first president 
of the Standard Club was Emanuel 
Frankenthal. Judge Philip Stein served 
as the first recording secretary.

Many brilliant social affairs have been 
held at the Standard Club and dis- 
tinguished guests have been entertained 
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by it. A feature of its activity which at- 
tracted attention in the earlier days of its 
history was the “Beefsteak Club,” which 
a “broil," when notable addresses were 
made and discussions held upon im- 
portant national and municipal qucs-

The Standard Club remains to this day 
the elite men’s social organization of Chi- 
cago. Arrangements have recently been 
completed for .the erection of its new 
building on Plymouth Court near Jack­

son Boulevard, to be one of the largest 
and finest structures of its kind in the 
country.

The present officers are :

Daniel W. Fislldl/ Secretary.

Toby Rubovirs

United Roumanian Jews of America 
Illinois Branch

|&S|@9|HE United Roumanian Jews of 
ma||M America grew out of the com- 
KfttlsgM bination of the American 
Iggggfl Union of Roumanian Jews
of America. The Illinois Branch was or- 
ganized in November, 1917, to aid in car- 
ryingon the work of the parent organiza- 
tion which is set forth in the constitution 
in these terms:

B. J. Braunstein was its founder and 
first president. To assist in the work of
organization he called upon the fol-

S. Goldberg

I. Rosenfeld
S. Schoenberg

it was proposed by the Chicago Joint Re- 
lief Committee for Jewish War Sufferers 
that the new organization affiliate with 
the older one as they had a common cause 
and greater good could come from con­

certed effort. The proposal was favora- 
bly received and the affiliation duly 
effected.

The organization actively assisted in 
all war work and fund campaigns. In 
the last few years with a slight lessening 
able assistance has been given to local aids 
and philanthropies. Substantial sums 
have found their way to the Federated 
Charities, the Mount Sinai Hospital, He- 
brew Immigrant Sheltering and Aid So- 
cicty, Keren Hayesod, and other institu-

have been:
B. J. Braunstein, 1917-1919George W. Weiser, 1919B. I. Braunstein, 1920-1921 Paul W. Rothenberg. 1922.
The present administration is com-

A link in the national chain of organi-
Illinois branch is the official spokesman 
and representative of that small but not 
insignificant Jewish group in the city and 
state who are of Roumanian birth or 
descent.
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Workmen’s Circle 
(Arbeiter Ring)

MONG the Jewish organiza- 
tiens consisting of workingmen 
banded together for fraternal 
fellowship and personal im- 

provement, the Arbeiter Ring occupies a 
unique and most influential place.

The history of the Chicago branch of 
this large organization begins with some 
thirty years ago, when there existed here 
a Jewish Socialist group known as the 
La Salle Political and Educational Club. 
It had its own club rooms, where classes 
in English for foreigners were conducted, 
as were also lectures on social economics 
and other educational and cultural sub- 
jects. Its members were possessed of an 
American outlook, as well as such recent 
arrivals with opportunities could be; the 
language spoken at the meetings was Eng- 
lish, and the members strove in every 
new surroundings.

The La Salle Club continued to func- 
tion in more or less successful fashion un- 
til 1903, when the financial difficulties in 
which it had always found itself grew- 
gestion of one of the members, applica- 
quarters of the Arbeiter Ring, in New- 
York. And thus, in September, 1903, the 
La Salle Club was converted into Branch 
No. 32 of the Arbeiter Ring, the first one

In 1904 another branch was estab- 
lished, on the Northwest Side, with a 
membership of sixty-five. By 1907 the 
Arbeiter Ring had seven organizations 
in Chicago, with a total membership of 
425, and Branch No. 32, which had num- 
bered fifteen in the beginning, now had 
197 on its roster.

The Ring continued to grow in num- 
bers and popularity, particularly among 
the laboring classes. It became the or- 
medical care, sick benefits, and burial 

these were far from all that the organiza- 
tion offered. A cultural and social pro- 
gram of worth was carried on seasonally, 
schools were conducted in which children
of Jewish interest, and. many.other fea-

By 1910, the Chicago members num- 
bered 1,500, by 1920, 4,000, and to-day 
there are 43 branches in the city, with a 
total membership exceeding 5,000. Five 
hundred children are taught in the

schools of the organization ; the members 
own a cemetery at Waldheim, purchased 
in 1910; and three years ago the local 
branches, acting in concert, acquired the 
Douglas Park Auditorium at a cost of 
?225,000 and turned it into a Labor Ly-

The Chicago activities are governed by 
a central committee composed of dele- 
body meets bi-monthly, at which the dele- 
spective groups and also on the divisions 
of work to which they are assigned.

A veteran of the early days, Louis Ben- 
enson is the leading figure in the work 
of the organization. He has watched and 
helped it grow from its infancy to the 
powerful body it is now.
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“The Beginnings of Chicago Sinai Congregation
—A Contribution to the Inner History of 

American Judaism”

By Dr. B. Felsenthal1
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On Dee. 31, 1858, the Chicago friends reform,

holidays of I860 a
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cessful steps could be taken lot establishing a con-

sessions of rhe committee during the winter season 
of 1860 and 1861, the name "Sinai Congregation"

of the Rr/orr^Err״■» were agreed upon. The coo- 
the members of the congregation, and in April, 1361,
with the Preamble to this Constitution that he

gallon in Chicago, said, "Wir glauben kaum, dass

(Mid. p. 164). [We hardly believe that there is

which, in its form. shall be such as will meet the 
from the pulpit as an essential part 01 the same ;

.We also republish here from the first Constitu-

(extracts prom the constitution.)

kali, Purim, Rosh Chodesh, Choi Hammoëd, the

English.

Hebrew. The Haphtaroth are to be read either
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And he höheres—and he is happy to know that the

and he gave notice to that effect to some of the

1864, the congregation re-elected Felsenthal, bw for 

salary *had been SI-200; for the fourth year he was 
to rcceiv^SI-500.) On the day after his re-election, 

informed him officially of his having been reelected

that he should be elected lor a longer term of years, 

printipl'1 adopted thirty-eight years ago by its

Chicago, January, 1897.



The Blackstone Memorials, 1891 and 1916 1

Memorial Presented toPresident Harrison March 5th; 1891 ,ht 1""°”1 ■M».









THE BLACKSTONE MEMORIALS
Respectfully presented by Wm. E. Blackstone, 

' Washington, D. C., March 5, 1891.
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of Israel, and thereby receive to yourselves the holding at an early date of an international con- 
promise of Him, who said to Abraham, "I will bless ference to consider the condition of the Israelites, 
them that bless thee," Gen. 12:3. and their claims to Palestine as thar anaem home.

Most Respectfully,
Wm. E. Blackstonb.

and to promote in all other just and proper ways

MAY THE United States INTERCEDE FOR ^״able diplomatic negotiations are necessary, and 
THE JEWS? that all private ownership of land and property

From "Our Dav"—Vol. VIII, October, 1891, should be carefully respected and protected."No. 46 The desideratum needed to foster extensive and

trading universal attention. Baron Hirsch's pmtan- na. or mw™ • -״ ״ ---- thropic scheme to colonize them in the Argent1 " - >־־־-••־-״- !״״ ־״״«>  government. Autonomy guaranteed o the 
Republic is failing, because it meets with opposi- Jews, under ״«״««״”*.Republic is failing, because it meets with opposi- 
tion from the inhabitants of that country. They
lion which prevails in Europe and the United 
States. A few can be admitted, but not a multitude.

It is in vain to plead the cruel injustice through people loeftmti Jed a t e 
which rhe Jew. have been made paupers, or their ead״s. Jmeph Dame! A 
desperate and starving condition. Indeed, that is ’ ’. .
the «settee of the trouble. ‘They work too cheap; —• " 01 ”״״•
they arc clannish and uncanny." The "civilized"

far been expelled from Russia, and if these are 
the labor and social circles, what shall we see when

and horror of 1492 were to be quadrupled in 1S92.

Jew has turned, with longing, for seventeen cen-

Believing that this would be the wisest and most now, this very day, we stand face to face with the 
signed by repraentative Americans, was ^resented where^tltey are, and yet have no other placebo go.



THE BLACKSTONE MEMORIALS

consistently refuse to heed the claims of the Jew

seed forever.” (Gen. 13:15.) This was reiterated

When He showed

(Deut. 34:4.)^

fathers.” 'This follows all the blessing and the curse

and the sanctuary of the Lord shall be set in the

God." (904, IS?)8 ן ! ן

restoration. (Isa. 49:22.)

the land.
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Justice Clifford (1867), deciding that the stat-

ing only upon absolute possession. And yet he says from the land over eighteen centuries ago and ham-
time which gives validity to the title of national secution, still maintain themselves as a distinct peo-

slaved in A. D. 70. About sixty-five years later,

to celebrate it in the land of Israel. This year we 
hope to be children of freedom in the land of

The same sentiment is publicly repeated in all
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under Turkish government? If the Jews could

‘numbet of the children of Israel." (Deut. 32:3.)
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the division of Poland? Every nation has its glass

billions to suppress rebellion, revolutionized navies 
$1,700,000,000, annually, and its treasury bursting

cully in securing respectful attention to its peaceable

rhe^holy places would confer. The ambitious policy

intercede in Israel’s behalf, for God hath said. ”1 
will bless them that bless thee." Frederick the Great

Oak Park, III.
Memorial to President Woodrow Wilson

May, 1916.

CHICAGO 
“h*“n«S'a«airi'™d.... *. ", '° ״" ““י"" “ '““"“י'' ־ 

Wil ear AS each of many nations can consistently Andrew C. Zenos, Professor In McCormick Theolosical
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Methodist Ministers’ Meeting
RESOLVED that the Methodist Ministers’ 

prayed in the Memorial concerning Palestine and 
the Jews, which was presented by Mr. William E.
5th, 1891, and urges upon the delegation of minis- 
tors and laymen from the Southern California Con- 
terencc to the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, now in session at Saratoga 
Springs, New York, that they use their utmost on- 
deavors to bring this matter before the General 
Conference through the proper Committee, to sc- 
cure the adoption of the Memorial to Honorable 
Woodrow Wilson. President of the United Stat«.
jeers therein prayed and such measures as may be

E. A. Healy, Acting President

Presbyterian Ministerial Association
RESOLVED that the Presbyterian, Ministerial

rial concerning Palestine and the Jews, which was 
presented by Mr. William E. Blackstone to Presi- 
dent Benjamin Harrison, March 5lh, 1891, and 
urges upon President J. W. Baer and his fellow 
commissioners to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, from the 
Presbytery of Los Angeles, that they use the^ut-

the Memorial to Honorable Woodrow Wilson, 
Memorial aforesaid and the objects therein prayed 
for the relief of the Jews and their rights and

May 8. 1916.T. H. Walker, President

Petition to the President of the United States
By the General Assembly of the Presby- 

terian Church, U. S. A., May 26, 1916

Whereas, We recognise the difficulty of harmo- 
niaing the widely divergent races of the multitudi-

should properly resent any foreign interference with 
their internal affairs; and,

Whereas, Each of many nations can consistently

Whereas, The Jewish question is world-wide and
Whereas, The environment of the Jews is so 

fraught with alarming danger in many questions of 
the world that humanity, and the Golden Rule de-

Whereas, The records of the State Department 
at Washington, since the presentation of$a memorial 
Kam E. Blackstone, in behalf of the Jews in Europe, 
evidence the development of a remarkably

Now, Therefore, We, the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., most re-
the United States, and the other officers of our Gov* 
of the United States may be used to intercede^ with

Attest: Wm. H. Roberts, 
Stated Clerk.



Jews and the World’s Parliament of Religions

cinnati, 1894.]
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‘,(e) American Jewish statistics.
"(d) Eastern Jewish statistics.

"V. Archaeological— | d

known scholars who hâve made these branches thei^

"Whereas, The anti-Semitic agitation, unde- 
terred by the verdict of rhe enlightened, Simeon- 

topics recommended, .we solicit die cooperation of

that rhe Executive Board" be herewith authorized

Sion as may be necessary for the execution of the

jecis which should be treated in the papen to be

dent of the Council." Mr. Emmanuel Werthheimer,

Josiah Cohen, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Adolph Mows, Chicago, 111.
Simon W. Rosendale, Albany, N. Y.
Jacob H. Schiff, New York.

Simon Wolf, Washington, D. C.
thTgrat 'aim and the objects of Judaism before the Union of A. H. C, ex-officio.
the entire world and to substantially refute all the On March 26, 1393, a joint meeting. of thethe entire world and to substantially rerute an me w״ .—y-o- — —.slanderous charges made against it through the Commission consisting of this Committee of the 
successive ages by its declared foes; be it also Union, the Executive Committee 01 the Central 

"Rnofred, That men of renowned, world-wide Conference, the (local committee o^ Chicago, and
nominariôn arid Jewish scholars of note be re- was he^ m the ^rîors,of the Auditorium Hotel,

"lightened representatives of the great religions of by the World's Congress Auxiliary of the World's 
he world, in order to elicit the approval and as- Columbian Exposition, we. the undersigned, rep-

sent of the world and silence slander in the name resenting the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
of humanity forever, at least within the pale of gregatmns, ^the^Cemral Conference of American

 In all of which the Council fully concurs and Church Congress, send fraternal״
heartily indorses the proposed plan. ’’"'"Th"*' °* °A

live Committee of the Conference, and that the officially invited the professors 1
held in die Memorial Art Palace from September

Judaism in the Congress, and that it shall con- participate in this Congress of all living historical
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Pief-Prendenl

28th, and which will lorn, an offici
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A Resume of the Papers’
declared: "We re-assert (he doctrine of Judaism
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battle between faith and
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Jewish Denominational Congress
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theinfinit^’gloty of Him dwells, whom angels^

Testament? I read them in the Old. I learned 
in the Koran. The Merciful One of Mohammed 
the Holy One of Isaiah, and the heavenly Father 
uncharitable, in judging other sects and creeds. “We

gates of bliss for all its followers? Hear the Psalm־

Israel's people enjoy any privilege there. The kind

Synagogue and Church in Their 
Mutual Relations, Particularly 

in Reference to the Ethical 
Teachings
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the Sabbath.”
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The Doctrine of Immortality in 
Judaism
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ran ^לע^ם הלק להם ^e״ העולם ״וױ»™

(Ber. Mb).
The Fonction of Prayer According 

to Jewish Doctrine
By Rassi I. S. Moses
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“Thou shall love the Lord, thy God," and “thou

have heard in his first vision; the “Threefold-Holy



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO

self and his God.
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dally to be noted that by the Sabbath the Israelite

The Sabbath in Judaism
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families, and of society at large. But what the laws

the haughty victor spiritual)- and morally. Well

Sabbath-institution, can look hopefully toward the

Snbbntb.
Historians of Judaism

sailh the Eternal." The history of Judaism is'in-



WORLD'S PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS



HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO





HISTORY OF THE







WORLD'S PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS
Jews" (Franklutt-on-M., 1839-1841), lor no other

1845" (Berlin,’'1845-1847, Schlesinger), so that

1857^ 1858, 1859, Doerifling and Franke). Here

Ixions, Posen, 1817; died at Breslau, 1891. Pro- 

ished in 1876.

(Breslau. 1864. 1865, 1871,' Schletter), but the

’847, 1855.1857, and condensed in one volume, 
pellicr, France, 1796, died in Paris, 1873, although
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Zach. Frankel's "Magazine (or the Religious In- 
tcrests 0( Judaism" (1844-1846); "Monthly for
(1851-1882); now again taken up by Dr. Brann.

lour volume« (Leipzig. I860, IS6I, 1S63,
Main, 1857) ; Dr. Immanuel Ritter’s "History of 
the Jewish Reformation," 3 volumes;’■ Geiger’s

Wertheim’s "Year-book (or Israelites" (1854- 
1S6S), with contributions from Jellinek, August
“German Almanac for Israelites" (1350-51). has
man, Munk, Dr. F. Cohn, Jos. Wertheimer and

lished by Klein and Isidor Busch, the latter in 
Vienna (1840-1847). ,

of that period. Stem was the man, whose electri- 
1S45), and on the "Religion of Judaism" ( 1846),

Holdheim, and is to this day the only radical^ Re-

Zunr. and Geiger. Fuetst’s "Orient" ( 1S41-1S5I ) ; 
Loew’s "Ben Chananya" (IS5S-1867): Stein’s 
"Volkslehrcr" (1851-69); "Revue des Etudes 
Juives׳’ (Paris, 1880), still in existence, and Prof.

(SnSsBU^

alas (London, 1648, 15 pages), is a readable pam-

of the Jews in England" (Oxford, I73S) ; Manasse



WORLD'S PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS

Yilroel, 1S4S).

(IS6^UrSamuefhM.'"SmLk«,l״“"t---■ ° '°'׳ ’’01״ ’ P'0'"‘’"d h"" "°‘ '° '““h °" "0“",י’ by
the Present Time" ( Philadelphia. 1S60. D. Ruli■

dependent publication, is entitled: "History of rhe

contains 405, the second 4S6 pages. The same pe-
The treatment of “Herod and Hillel," "The'Mes-

fixion," “Paul of Tarsus." "Great Synod," "San-
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world's parliament of religions

sionally the Halalhah or the Haggadah ; he speak'





WORLD'S PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS

H you attempt to תפסת לא מרופה תפסת תפסת





world's parliament of religions

day

bidding.”
respite, 7:45 to 9:45.
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The Social Settlement





HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO

From 1889 to 1890 the United Hebrew

From 1891 to 1892 ( 108 transient cases) 1,593.75
Our collections in the first two years sited were 'ion 01 the modern great synagogue would sound the 

about $14,000 each year; in the last year they were death-knell ot hatred and prejudice under which

fall short of that of the previous year. According to an old rabbinical practice friends
Inasmuch as the paupers prey upon every com- among us never part without first discussing some 

munity they get into, it is highly ne«ssary that a problem of religious life. Our whole Parliament
can limit indiscriminate alms-giving. Not before hen«• with us in parting the richest treasures of 
people are made to understand that their money is religious instruction ever laid before man. Thus 
thrown away will these indiscriminate bestowals the old Talmudic promise will be verified in us

....־." ■'w -- •׳ -״- ״<»«,״״,•>« ״״  Then let me bid you godspeed in the old Jewish
«m lledT^T in'k'h'" ״“""d'° h'"“8“י ל1“'”"״' '° ״’“י W"״' '"״ ““י״״h '° 1“ ־״״

when one who is still in the land 01 the living turnsI have, in the foregoing, merely outlined the from us to go to his daily task we greet him with 
essential features and benefits of organization. May the phrase, “Go thou toward peace-” Let me then 
I ask the Rabbis assembled here to agitate the sub- speed you on your way toward pea«. For tlie 
ject in their congregations? I feel the responsibility Parliament is not the gateway to death. It is a

new portal to a new life; for all of us a life of

FAREWELL TO THE PARLIAMENT1 blossom and fruitage; when we no longer sec 
. Ammesi »v Da. Emil G. Hiucii

The privilege of being with you on the morning bless you, Brother Chairman, whose loyalty and zeal 
when, in glory under God's blessing, this Parliament have led us safely through the night ot doubt to 
was opened was denied me. At the very hour when this bright hour of a happy and glorious 
here the first words of consecration were spoken I consummation.

!!1T ot Religions, delivered at its closing session. September 27,ISPS. From The Wsrlfi FarbantKl of Kebpieaa, page 171 ff.



Reports of the Jewish Charities of Chicago1
First Report of the Associated 

Jewish Charities
Annual Meeting', May 7, 1901.]
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Report of the Board of Directors of 
the Associated Jewish Charities

1 May 7, 1901. by Julian W. Mack, Secretary.] 8
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On the 12th day 01 April, 1900, in this hall, the

Chicago. On the 17th day 01 April, 1900, the or*

subscriptions amounted to $116,000, and on the

balance 01 about $5,500.

times we have collected but SI 35,000. True it is.
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SSSSZ-

we cannot, in these times. Ret 3,000 subscribers, 
contributing a total 01 SI 75,000, what are we to

the United States was held in this dry last May.

Report of the Treasurer 

concise facts to take the place ol tedious details.



REPORTS OF JEWISH CHARITIES OF CHICAGO

Report of Board of Directors of the 
United Hebrew Charities of 

Chicago







HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO

year we treated 20,523 patients at the Dispensary. 
We filled 22,873 prescriptions, of which 3,350 were

lions, $1,377.20.
Making a total of $2,139.70.

the sum of $2,600.

Michael Reese Hospital nurse in constant daily

mittec 01 three, whose duty it shall be to audit the
II01 filai

The number of patients treated last year was greater

hygienic principles. We treated at the Hospital,

to $15,663.70, of which $14,950.90 was received
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We had 80 applicants at the school last year. Of

ton, a member of the graduating class. She was

matchless skill as a surgeon, passed away. He was

deceased, of $10,000 for the Hospital and $5,000

$5,039.29, being the balance in this fund, and
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because of the comparative poverty in sections of during the past year lias been to inform its members
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1*9,099.30

by the funds at our disposal. The larger these are.

J SW.SS2.42
»von m, ADM1NIS- rot 1922 AND 1921





Chicago Zionism, 1908 and 1923

Official Report of the Eleventh An-
Knights of Zion

nuab Convention of the Order



CHICAGO ZIONISM, 1908 AND 1923
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CHICAGO ZIONISM, 1908 AND 1923









)8 and 1923

(b) And be it further retained, That Brother

Disbursements ere—E^raes . .$613.92

to the Order. treasurer .............................$223.60
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proclaiming the Im Eikkockerk, and all the dele-

Zionist Reports for 1923

ence held at Hotel La Salle, Chicago, 
January 1, 1924.]



JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS

“Every Man To His Port."

Central Committee, January 20, 1924, 
at Hotel La Salle.]

RECEIPTS
date .......... $11,00.00.........................״״

DISBURSEMENTS

$11,00.00
ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE
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The Chicaoo Kekes- Haybsod

M<< I. >2<׳: w !>״<■
bt. 21. IW 1
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Proceedings of the Jewish Historical Society of Illinois

Samuel S. Cohon.

and women of our State that they may continue the and went across the seas in the service of our coun• 
work which was started by its founders. Our try• Our president, Mr. Julius Rosenwald, if I am 
hearts arc also thrilled with joy at the part taken informed correctly, is now on his way back to our 
by our brethren of the House of Israel in tile growth shores, but unfortunately not soon enough to partici-
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monwealth of this city, this state, and this country.

this great state of Illinois, now celebrating _ its

own abilities, the Jewish people, too, must take



JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS

Historical Society, or the Chicago Historical Society,

particularly Mr. H. L. Meitcs, your very active

Historical Society and the Illinois Historical Society.
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that wonderful achievement in the Holy Land by
gazing upon that tablet wherever it shall be, to 
were great and just and ‘self-sacrificing, and they
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Jewish Board for Welfare Work, began its aaivi-

The Jewish Welfare Board in Illinois1



(,000 men visin>d’'the building at Camp Grant At the hospital at Fort Sheridan, the
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The Chicago Conference of the American Jewish 
Relief Committee1

held at the Standard Club, September 24-25, 1921.]
The Invitation

September 14, 1921

Julius Rosenwald, Sears, Roebuck & Co., Chicago,

the Following:!











CHICAGO CONFERENCE ON RELIEF
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them: “You provide a million mark* a* the work- carry that theimelvea. Now, in Poland I should
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Bogen, of Cincinnati; Mr. Billikopf, of Philadel-
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gunny-sacks filled with straw—no pillow cases, no 
sheers, no milk, no disinfectants. The windows had 
to be sealed because it was so terribly cold and as

than five minutes at a time. Still one would sec
and when 1 asked the doctors why it was that these 
children were huddled together, they invariably
mal instincts taught them to huddle together because 
of rhe terrific cold in these hospitals.

for it is necessary that 50,000 children be cared for

another type of work in New York, the so-called 
who have relatives in this country, who a-rewillnsg 
in New York assists them to get rhe legal papers 
children, to-day not over 300, have been brought 
from Europe. To-day our only hope, if we are to 
plan. That is the plan which we hope to put into

you were not interested in this work you would not 
be here, but 1 am telling you that to give^you some 
children are trying to survive in southeastern Russia 
there can have any idea of the hell through which

to a hundred and fifty thousand Jewish war orphans

tribution Committee is during the next five years 
to take care of at least 50,000 children per year, or

From the very beginning, from 1914,^subven-

We had inspectors traveling through ^the various 

tional basis, whereby there is a director in each of 
the departments. The work of child-care originally

L1J000 orphans out of 100,000 to 150,000. Of 
this number. 1,000 arc being cared^for by the so- 

whereby a person will give 5100. and this $100 sviU

apiece, means S5.0O0.O00 a year. Thèse children 
will have to be cared for for five years. Many of
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As to ehilden, there are at least 200,000 chil-

hence he has Rot to conceal, he has got to hide, he other way around : In the American Relief ad-

died*118! ™ 3 *1™*י Ï lhe ״״ hU”' ”״ Rfd CrOa 1,35 "10838 3 °’ '«׳,“י
the Ukraine, in White Russia, hundreds of thou- ■ . . through the American Red Cross we have 
with one million dollars. sand dollars' worth of medical supplies, which will

Mr. Gans spoke of the medical work. It he of tremendous help to us.
Mr. Warburg: I want to add that the children



$47,000,000 for war relief, 1 would have thought

He called a conlei
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yiduat—ehe late of the children. It has been feel-

Rives out before we teach the end of the line. No



CHICAGO CONFERENCE ON RELIEF S<»
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to give the money. That is Koine to lx just^a little 
spiring reports, the inspiring address of Mr. Mar- 
shall, to help us. It does seem to me, however, we
question. The publie are going to say, "Why is

. [Cries from the floor: "Appoint your com-

Wolf ol Omaha, Dr. Roper of Philadelphia, Mr. 
Fleischhacker of San Francisco, Mr. Schoenfeld of
Leo Frankel of Toronto. If any names occur to

Cleveland. Mt. Billikopf of Philadelphia has been 
be added.

Session of Saturday, September 24—
The Chairman: The Chair desires to call your
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April, 1917. True, New York sounded the call;
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care of 60,000 orphans. Let us determine that it

In the first place, 1 want to offer my personal 
cause Chicago Jewry, with all due respect to my

made by Mr. Billikopl, the Chair takes the liberty
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were there, who stayed right with them, made it 

came {he center of all Jewish activities and all Jew- 
ish 'life. They were disappointed with the amount

means to Europe. We cannot get tired. Our 
difficulties in the raising of money—well, what is 
that compared to the difficulties that they have lived that "the Ayes have it unanimously."]

The Chairman: The Chair realizes his limita-

sands of orphans Mill stretching out their hands and
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S3,200. What did she do? She sent me that water
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All ta״

Session of Sunday, September 25— 
9:30 a. M.





raised approximately $40,000 and $20,000 of that
from 20,000 to 50,000 will be almost compelled,

Mr. Marihall: Why not "Thy will be done” ?

prrottess^  in the regular program before I shall be

that campaign to the first of March. We arc to
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nevertheless, we have the right in this war which

Billikopf. Without having to ran far, I think,

Mr. Roscnfelt, to designate such number of asso•

Mr. Rorrnllinl: I feel that Mr. Brown will be
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ourjeader, Mr. Brown! _ the form of a motion that we who arc here, filled

moments’ notice^to say that she is willing to give relief we are here assembled. A suggestion, that I 
has said, that if I have had an>’ success in life at all, Massachusetts, which is known as the* heart of the 

effort, she will he right at my side. Now. 1 want community telling them that they must organize for 
that in campaigns 1 am somewhat of a slave driver, I feel that if we want to carry that spirit back 
i"1** Who !”1* '1' <Kp'°mal 1* *״ ^ז ' *,ere w*(** us, wc w'ant ’° capitalize it—•not for our own
the fence that you are. As 1 understand it, in tak- busy now, send a telegram of that nature, ger your 
ing this job and being surrounded by Billikopf here committee to work, organize it, filled with the 
and Rubens and the rest of you fellows, everybody Brown spirit, with the Jewish spirit, and there will 
who has come to the conference is to play the game, be more happiness in the world for the next year, 
not fifty per cent, or ninety per cent, but one hun- The Chair ma;: Is it the desire of the members 
dred per «nt, and woe unto rhe man who starts to of this conference that the substance of the telegram 
tell me how busy he is, because Nature has endowed as prepared by the Judge be distributed among the

Mr. Marthall: That will be a very useful thing.

paign in Detroit for two million and a half. We Chairman of the Middle West belief Bureau, tak- 
have been working on it four or five months. We ing in seven States, about 152 towns, and we are 
have raised as high as ten million dollars in Detrort going to support Mr. Brown in this campaign with 

"cry dollar that we can raise. Every man who

wheel, not only you men here, but the men who are The Ckairmau: We would not have concluded 
going to help you. I want to know how many of rhe conference until wc had heard from you, Doctor, 
you men here are going to be with this campaign Dr. ddler: No, but it was pan of the résolu- 
one hundred per cent. lion to approve the reports of the sub-committee,

Mr. Maraka/L- All of them. and there is one, a very humble one, but which some
your word of honor, and we are going to hold you of. Yesterday, first Rabbi Hirsch, and°aftcn«uds 
to it. Everybody stood up, and with this gang of Mr. Seelenfreund, very proudly said that we are 
get the money, who arc willing to play the game, I their souls, their education, and so forth, and since 
don’t think there is any «!uestion but what with hard the sum of money mentioned for spiritual work 
"°wV•'8''*ls'<l^0’su”i11’,M7■ '° י**"’• s™"1'״ "°“ld '°,hl"
community. We had the honor of giving to this have been doing educational work, we have been
claim the honor of giving to Chicago the famous we sent money to Poland for relief, for child relief, 
Julius Rosenwald. I say that in Springfield and etc., naturally there were already schools, and the 
we will back up Mr. Brown and will do our share, the children could be kept warm, and *it was just 

Judge deher: While we are in the spirit of Mr. as easy to keep the schools open and pay the teachers’
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so lor the first lour or five years money was^ex-

anxious (or religious work that they preferred it io 
bread. In Lithuania as high as eighty per cent was
be only twenty per cent. You gentlemen know that

or four schools, but in Eastern Europe they have

No. 7 be adopted.]

The Chairman: The committee has practically

Mr. Marlhalt: Subsequent to a certain dale.
Dr. Mier: Subsequent to the first of January, 

1921, I think.Mr. Manhall: Since the first of November,
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Mr. Marrhall:

extraordinary manner in which you, Mr. Chairman,
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The Chairman: Will you give the Chair the
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ELLER, EMANUEL
ELLER, MORRIS
ELVYN, MYRTLE

.relief. 298. Ato. 311, ?90; in . S84. SSS. 390, 391־־
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HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
HACHNOS1S ORCHIM ״ Aid So
HACHOOZA
HADASSAH
HADESMAN, JOSEPH P.'
HALPERIN,^DR.^R. L.

HAMLIN, CAROLINE F.
HANDSLACHER. MAX
HARRIS, MAJOR ROBERT SACHS
HART. ABRAHAM
HART.'HARRY

HART, HENRY N.
Kehilaib Aiuhe Ma'ariv, 171. 

HARTMAN, MRS. HUGO
HARTMANN, JOSEPH S.
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HAYS, JOHN
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HOME FOR AGED JEWS









HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHICAGO
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