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INTBODUCTION

Author Isqqc S. Abrohqm, esteemed member of the
Jewish community ond the For Eqstern Representqtive
of the World-Union Press which mcrintqins c Burecrr
qt the UN, hqs rendered an involucrble service to World
Jewry with his creqtion of this long over-due work re-
counting the foscincting history of the Jewish people
in thot greot Indiqn city-4olcuttq.

Mr. Abroham. ded.icqtes much oI his spcre time to
the fostering of the ideols of Judaism. He wcs inspired
to compile this volume by his Iriend Mr. Shellim Scmuel,
quthor of "A Treqtise on the Eorly History of the Bene-
Isrqel of Mqhqrqshtrq Stqte". Both books show cleorly
the universcrl role which the ever-wandering Jews hqve
plcyed in every nook and corner of the globe. The
role of Indiq's ]ews, qs Mr. Abrohqm discloses, is no
Iess significqnt thqn thot which Jews hqve plcyed in
other parts of the world.

In reqding the pages of this interesting book, I
couldn't help sensing o certqin mystique explaining
why the children of Isrqel were moved by circum-
stqnces to pull up roots cnd migrqte to olmost every
country in the world qnd only one word flqshed
through my mind-Proviclence !

Wherever the Jewish people went, or were driven,
Torah The Lqw-of course went with them. Hor.r they
clung to it with their very lives is q mqtter of history.
In trovoil, it seems, the Lqw was disseminoted qrnong
mqny people qnd notions ond becqme the foundution
of whct mqy be termed the Judcleo-Christion civilisrrtion
embracing most of the Western democrqtic nqtions.

Todoy we ore witnessing stronge monifestotions
such qs the one in Spcin-the very country oI the
Inquisition. In December 1968, c Syncgog:ue wqs dedi-
cqted in Modrid with Government officials pcrticipcrt-
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ing, the first such public event since 1492-the yecrr of
expulsion of the Jews from this country. During the
self-sqme period, in mid-December, 1968, the Prime
Minister of India, Mrs. Indirc Gandhi, trqvelled some
1500 miles so qs to personclly inougurcte the 400th
yeqr crnniverscry of the Pcrrcdeshi Synogogue, Cochin,
South India.

The emergence oI the State oI Isrqel on 14 Mcy
1948 qs sqnctioned by United Nqtions resolution oL 29
November 1947 qnd the mqss migrction of Iews to it
from vqrious ports of the world explcin, of course,
why certcin Jewish communities such qs those of Col-
cuttq, Bombcy cnd other cities hqve dwindled. A
symbolic remnqnt will, however, clw<rys remqin in the
countries of their long and hqppy residence. Cochin
is c good excmple. These remncnts will continue to
remqin fqithful citizens of the countries of their cdop-
tion just cs grcrtitude will ever remqin in the heqrts oI
those who benefited lrom their long stoy in this bene-
volent land.

Mr. Abrchqm's "The Origin qnd History of The Ccd-
cutta ]ews" brings out bequtifully this ospect of the
work of an oncient people. It seems to fill o gop in
the totcl history of the Jews in the world cnd brings
into relief the doings of q smqll industrious section of
the community in thqt pcrt of the qncient-modern world.
It, therefore, stcnds out cs q uselul testimony to their
genius wherever destiny cssigned them cr role to plcy.

Dcvid Horowitz.
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AUTHOB'S PBEFACE

It was qt the specicl request of my good lriend Mr.
Shellim Sqmuel. Nl.A., Lt.B., the quthor of "A Treqtise
on the Origin and Early History of the Bene Isrqel of
Mqharqshtrq Stqte", thcrt I undertook to compile this
oook.

The smoll Iewish community oI Cclcuttq qchieved
quite q few credits during its comporotively short stcy
in this city since the mid-I9th century. How they come
to be where they cre, a short qccount oI scme oI their
qchievements, their customs qnd peculicr modes of
liIe qnd finolly their shutting shop cnd emigrating to
the lqnd of their forefqthers on its emergence to state-
hood lorm the frqmework of this book. I hqve endeq-
voured to mqke it os interesting qs possible both to
Iews in cll ports of the world and to others interested
in this type oI historiccrl perspective. I only hope thct
I hqve succeeded even though to c very smqll
meqsure.

As elqborqted in the body of this work, the Jews
of Ccrlcuttq were mcrinly of the stock thct emigrqted
to Indic lrom Ircrq qnd other countries oI the Middle
Eqst-not only on qccount of persecutions but becquse
hoving sipped the sweetness oI the country c good
reconncisqnce report went bcck to their brethren

-lecding to c whole strecrm of refugees mcrking their
home here.

As is well-known, Indiq is one of the Iew blessed
countries where perlect religious freedom prevoils cnd
foreign relugees could olwcys live here in perfect
solety and lreedom from molestotion in the practice of
their faith. This gift to the Jew wqs pricelesp cnd he
w,xs not slow to grqsp the opportunity.i Besides
spiritucl freedom he also discovered imrnerlse oppor-
tunities for his matericl welfare. In this direction too
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his agile mind wcs quick to grosp whqt seemed, to offeritself.freely. Thus spirituariy qid_mcteriany t ir rtoyin this -country wcs 
-cmply 

ieworded. fn.'I.*" 
"o,:r_ever_ _Iorget the debt they owe to the 1ond of *t i"r,

Mcx Muller wrote: "I{ I ivere to look o.r.i tt. *t ot"world to find out the country most richly endowed withcll .the weqlth, power cnd becuty tfrot ,rqtuie cqr,De$ow-ln some parts a very pcrodise on eqrth_I
should point out to Indicr."

The community in Calcuttq recrched c peck ofqbout 5000 during the second World Wcr. Due'to emi
gration to Isrqel since its emergence, it hqs dwindled
to less thqn 500 todclr, Even ro, loue for qnd gratitude
to the land of their birth and hcppy residenc6 *" in-
born in qll who lived here and. ev6n the remnqnts crre
eve-r loycl to the democraticclly-constituted government
oI the country, work zeolously and qlways -proy for its
welfare.

- 
My thanks qre due to Mr. I. M. David qnd Mr. Solty

Ezekiel for supplying me with interesting mcterials and
to Mr. Dcvid Mordecqi for his valucblle help in the
reproduction of the photographs in this work al also tocll wh.o helped_ in its get-up. Being my first qttempt
at such work, I hcve to request- the indulqence
of the reqder for crny litercry deficiencies or fdctuol
inqccurqcies and sholl be most grcteful to receive cny
corrections or suggestions for my future guidance.

I. S. A.
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CHAPTER I

ANCIENT ORIGINS AND BABYTONIAN EXII.E

The Iew hqs been hcppily described by Lomb as
"cr piece of stubborn cntiquity." It is c common chcrcc'
teristic of humqn nqture when faced with cntiguity oI
cny kind-be it physiccl antiques, qrchceologiccl sites
or monuments, palceontologicol specimens oI creqtures
long since extinct or c living representqtive of c long
line oI evolution going bcck millions oI yeors like the
Iish Coelacanth-to be curious qnd interested qnd hqve
qn urge to probe deeper into the mysteries oI existence
or of history. This is pcrticulcrrly true in the ccse of
qncient specimens oI man qs the most qdvqnced crect-
ture on ecrth, especiclly, when his descendqnts
ore in our midst todclr. The Jew being crn integral
pcrt of the humqn rcce is no exception. He has sur-
vived long periods of tricrl ond persecution since the
liquidction of his lcnd in the first and second centuries
oI the Christicm erc, the destruction of his most holy
Bhrine-the Temple at Jerusalem, Iollowed by the dis-
perscl oI his rcce lar and wide on the face of the egrth.

History ond tradition give us cn inkling thqt these
people known cs The Hebrews in the dcrys of their glory
originated Irom their pctricnch Abrcrhcrm, who dwelt
in "Ur of the Chaldees" or Bcbylonia. Disscrtisfqction
with the mode of life qround him led him with c lcrrge
body oI lollowers to migtcrte to the lcrnd of Cancrcur or
whcrt is now known qs Israel, where he estqblished
himself. As fcrte would hqve it, his grrect grrcndson
Joseph in the line of Jcrcob was sold by his iecrlous
brothers crs ct slaVe to some trcders, which transaction
Ionded him in Eqypt or the land of Goshen. Here the
ruling Phcncoh hqd some disturbing drecms, cmongl
others, of seven lqt cows being later swallowed by
seven leqn ones. ]oseph, it is held, wqs the only person
who could solve the mystery oI the drecnn cs being
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seven yecrrs of 
- 
plenty _followed by seven yecrrs of

fqmine, thus cdvising the phqrqoh- thct by i,rai"io*conservction oI the stock of the yeqrs of |lenty, the
sufferings qttendant on c long and Severe lcmine #outabe minimised. Ioseph wci immediotely *"a" the
governor to mancge qffqirs. When fqmine cqme, it
enveloped the lund of cqnqqn too thus compelling itt"
inhqbitqnts there including Joseph,s fcmitv to oo to
Egypt for-help. The Bible Lecrutifuily describ"= tf;. ,L-
union of Joseph with his fcmily.

In lqter qges the descendqnts of Iccob becqme
glcv_es in this very lcnd cnd it reguired qnother stqlwqrtir lh_" p_erson ol Moses to deliver them lrom slcveryqnd lead them out of the country in seqrch of onothe'r
land. This led to their wqndering tor forty yeqrs in the
wilderness of sinqi, the qscent -of Mose" t" " ".itoin, mountain qnd- receipt on its heights of the ten com.I mqndments which were inscribedtn c tqblet of stone,' thg_discovery of the land of Isrqel, its conquest crnd es-
tcblishment therein of a Iewish stote bqsed-on cr moncrr-
glrlq"I pgttery of government. This wqs round about
1200 B.c. The most famous kingrs were Dcrvid qnd
his son Solomon, the lqtter being kn-own cs ,ithe li/i;;;l' Under him cr Temple wss constircted in Jerusalem for

, the ygrghip of God by the whole nation. Agcin qs fcte' would have it, various vicissitudes creat5d by rivcl
clqimqnts to the throne qfter the decth of solomon led
to the weqkening 

_o_f _the_ kingdom, its sublugction by
Bobylonia under Nebuchqdrlezzqr in Sg6 ii.C. orr&
ccrrying_of about 50,000 of its inhqbitants qs captives
to thct distant lcrnd. Their exile losted qbout 50 yeorstill the conquest of Babylonic by persicr rinder
Cyrus who grcciously pennitted the 

- 
Jews to return

to their own stqte cnrd rebuild their Temple in s3g
B.C.

This is c very _ brief sketch of the genercl his-
tory of 

!r_r_e Iews till their exile to and releasdfrom Boby-' bnia. We mcry qs lvell note thqt not cll the Jews thris



3

releqsed chose to lecrve their settled mode oI life in
Bcbylonic to mqke the qrduous trip bqck to Judqecr or
Isrqel. Mony of them prospered qnd were in due
course treqted well. They were qllowed to build
houses, hqve servqnts qnd enter into business. They
were not denied even the highest posts in the state
qs the loter story of Dcrniel seems to indicote. Some
of the Iews in that Iqnd were the weqlthiest cqrqvcn
merchqnts, the most skilled qrtisqns, the most success-
ful fqrmers, cqttle breeders qnd lqnd€wners. So it
come to pass thqt mcrny chose to remain behind.

It would be beyond the scope of this little work to
trqce the history of the portion oI Iews who returned
to their Holy Land nor would it be quite relevqnt except
to mention thqt history records the glorious qs well qs
tragic episodes oI their nctionql life. If an ottempt is
mqde here to describe something of the bcrckground
9f_ the Bcbyloniqn lews, the reqson is slmpb.
Almost qll the Cclcuttcr Jews qre of hcqicn origin LntI
for a proper cpproiscl of their liturgy, icngucfie, cES.
toms cnd way of life, it is necesscry-to know the bcck-
ground in which their forefqthers lived ond prospered.
It is from this cross-roqds of history, nqmely; the after-
mqth of the exile thqt we intend to tqke up their story
and link it up with the immediqte forebecns of the Ccl.
cuttcr Jews. The history of the Jews in Bcbyloniq is a
wondrous 1500-year-old scac, one of the most fecund
in the fqteful Jewish odventure. During the captivity,
the Jews were qllowed qs hinted, to hqve their own
priests, prophets qnd teochers. The shrewd Jews mqde
excellent use of the golden opportunity by giving <r
new direction and deeper cppreciction of their religion.
It was during the exile thct they established the insti-
tution of the synqgogue or qssembly, primarily for in-
struction of the multitude in the Torqh or the ]ewish
Law. The religious fervour thus genercted wqs to have
c profound crnd lasting effect on all the Jews in the suc-
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ceeding qges. Thus out of uppcrent evil came ulti-
mqte good.

The Exilarchs

The privilege to hqve their religious heqds
or leqders enqbled the Jews to hqve q sort of
cutonomy within the pcrcmountcy of the stcte. They
selected q heqd-c direct descendqnt oI King Dclvid
qs their exilqrch or Rosh Gcluyoth (hecd of the exiles).
This institution wcrs respected by the rulers even with
qll the chcrnges oI governments due to conquests etc.
For exqmple, when the Persiqn erc ended qnd thqt of
Muslim dominqtion commenced, the institution of the
exilarch was still respected qs the hecd of all ]ews not
only in Bobylonic but qlso in Armeniq, Turkestan, Persia
qnd Yemen.

The office of exilqrch was hereditqry ond confined
to 9ne fgmily olly which, cs stqted, trqced its linecge
to King Dcvid. It wqs c politicol rqther thcrn c religious
power crnd were given crlmost roycl honours by who-
ever ruled the land. According to one qccount, qll
subjects of the Caliphs or Mohqmedqn sctraps were
reguired "to rise in the presence of The Prince of the
ccptivity and to solute him respectfully."

The exilorch wqs the heod of cr, so-toto-spech high
power body of ten men who represented the Jews in
Bobylonic vis"q-vis the rulers of the country. Whenever
vqccmcy due to death or inccrpocity occurred the whole
body would meet to choose a suitqble successor, but the
succession question wqs not clwcrys smooth. Qucrrrels
and dissensions often qrose lecding to plenty oI in-
trigues, plots, counterplots and much litigation, thus
ultimctely weqkening its power cnd influence lrom
within, lecding, os we shcll see, to its decline cnd posi-
tion of inferiority compcred to another body of iews
Lnown qs The Gqonim or Gaonqte.
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The Gaonote

The word Gqon mecrns "Excellency". The Gconinr
were the intellectuql leqders of the Jews just os the
exilffchs were the politicql heqds. It wqs these groups
who estqblished the famous colleges or institutions of
higher Jewish leorning in vqrious centres of Babylonicr
Nehqrdecr, Nisibis qnd Mqhozcr on the'grand conal
<rs weII qs Pumbeditha qnd Surcr in the interior. These
centres becqme shining nqmes lighting the dcrkness
thqt shrouded the Jews everywhere else.

In 658 C.E. the Caliph Ali releosed the cccdemy
of Sura from the jurisdiction of the exilcrrch, whereupon,
its heod Mqr-Isqqc, took the title Gqon or Excellency
qnd inquguroted the Gqonqte-the epoch of learning
qnd scholarship. Soon the directors of the college of
Pumbeditha oGo qssumed the title of Gqon. -This

stqte of qffoirs led to serious qucrrels cnd bickerings
b6tween the Gqonim or rcrbbis and exilcrrchs, who
tried to control the former, resulting however in the ,

downfqll of the lqtter, qs could be expected. After 762
the Gqonim elected qnd dominqted the exilqrchs qnd
imposed mqny other conditions qnd restrictions on thenr
to crssert their power.

The most remqrkqble fqct qbout the Gqonqte wcs
that frorn the seventh to the eleventh centuries,
questions of Tclmudic Law were referred to them
Irom all the Jewish world and their responsa crecrt6d
c new legcl literoture fcir ludcism. This period wqs
the golden cge of the Jews and wqs unprecedented for
peqce, freedom qnd creqtive qchievem-ent. Its climcrx
wqs reqched qt the time bf Sq.qdia. He wqs cdlled Al-
Fcryyumi qs he was born in 892 in Fciyum in Egypt. He
gre_w up cnd married in Egypt. In 915, he migrcted
to Pqlestine qnd thence to Bcbylonic. A diligenf scho:
Iqr, he wqs mq-de a Gqon or dlirector of the 6o[ege ot
Surq ct the crge of 36. 

- In his short life of onf S0
yeors he produced such o mcrss of writing-moslly in
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Arqbic rivclled only by Mqimonides in the record of
Medievql Jewish literqture

In 930, serious differences orose between Scqdioqnd the exilqrch Dcvid ben Zokkci culmincrting in
mutuql excommunication of each other. In g40 w-hen
Dqvid died, Scadio oppointed q new exilqrch who wqs
qssqssinqted by the Moslems. His son who succeeded
him met a similar fqte, whereafter the office wos kept
vcccnt thus ending the cqreer of the exilarchate. in
942, Sccdio died.

, .Th" politicol upheavals of the eleventh century
Ieading to_ the disintegrcrtion of the Boghdcd coliphctlqnd the decline of Eqstern Islqm qfl6cted the !oby-Ionian Jews cdversely. The college of sura closed. its
doors in 1034, thct of Pumbeditha iou, y.ors later ondin 1040 the Gqoncte cqme to crn end.- The crusqdes
cnd thervlongol scck of Bcghdcd in l2sg, were other un-
fqvourqble Iqctors which Lqused the Iewish commu-nity to reqch its nodir qnd qlmost discppecr from
history.

A Note on the Talmud
After the coptivity in Bcbylon, the leqrned ones

crmong the Iew+the rqbbis qnd scribes were busy for
pcny centuries composing qn enormous body of rules,
lqws cnd commentories lorming c body oI literature
known os the Tclmud which literltly medns "tecching,,.
It wqs believed thot when Moses-gqve the Jews fhe
written lqw in the form ol the Pentateuch or Five Books
bqsed on the Ten Commqndments, he clso left qn orcl
one which wos trqnsmitted from age to age from
teccher, to_pupil thus grcdually becoming ex-pcnded
or unfolded in the process. This oral lqw wcs aicepted
by oll the orthodox Jews. Together with the pentqteuch
it constituted the Tgra-hly which the Iew literclly lived
and in which he hod his being. It took a thousqnd
yeors to build up, -give form cnd substcnce cnd put
into writing the orol law. The result wqs the Mishna.
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Yet qnother eight centuries of debqte, iudgment cqd
elucidation wer-e required to produce the commentqries
known qs the two Gemaras. 

-The union of the Mishna
with the shorter oI the Gemqrcs was called the Pales'
tinicn, with the lorger the Bcbyloniqn Tqlmud, Mishna
bling the sqme in both. These-pieces of ryork may be

desciibed (Is one ol the most complex cnd qstonis_hing

t"otr of tLe Iewish genius' Even the European Iews
cccepted it. 

-

Of the two Tclmuds, the Bcrbylonicn is by fcr the
lcrger running into qbout 6000 pageP o! lOp wo.rdq

""dU. 
The MiJhnq is concise qnd stqtes the law in a lew

lines, whereqs the Gemqrqs qre discussive contcining
the diverse opinions of vqrious rcbbis. The Mishnc 

-i9
hclcchc-lctti. The Gemcrcts cre pcrtly lcrw qnd pcrrtly
hcrggcdcr or story. This includes morf_illustrative.Gnec-
dot]e-s or excrmpl6s as also portions of qll sorts of sciences

like medicine] cstronomy-, cstrology, mcgic, history,
biogrophy as well qs ethics cnd homely cdvice' .It con'
tairis vLry mcny gems oI delightful humou{-which oft94'

"o*"" 
to relieve 

-the mind cfler cl tiring discourse, for
excmple:

"Rqb Ami qnd Rqb Assi were discussing with Rcbli.
I=ac" Napchcr, *tt." one of them sqid to-him i "TelI
os, Sir, 

- 
cr legend" qnd the other - scid;. ::Prgy

explain' to ,ri cr nice point of -lqw." When he
begon the legend, he displeased the one, ond when
he-begcn to 

'explain a point ol lqw, he offendqd :the,
other. 

-Wh"t"up6n he took up this pcrcble: "I -qm likqr
the mqn with two wives, ons young and the other old.
The young one plucked out qll his grcry"hcirs,-that he
mighi lool young; the old wife -pulled out his blclcl<
hqirs, thqt he might look old; qnd so between the two
lr" b""o*e bqld: So it is with me betweelx'y'ou." "

. t- .1. I i

More Humour: , '

The rcbbis hcrd cr Iine sense of humour cs exempli- 
'

fied in the story oI Reb Kqhan. He "wos once selling '

lqdies' baskets when he wcrs exposed to temptcttion
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He plecded with his tempter t9 let him off, ond pro_mised to return. But instead of r_etur"i"g-h. went upto the roof of o house and threw himself 'd;;". BeIorehe reqched the_ ground Elijutr cqme qnd cqusht himqnd repro-qched him with ircving r.o"qht-hi]i c dis-tqnce of 400 miles to sqve him frdm sett-'aestr"Jion.,,
Even some oj the scyings in the Tclmud qre mixedwith humour, for excrmpl6:

"A mqn should wqlk behind q lion rqther thqn q
I:i11-g"d should qvoid cny situation thct *"y excitenls possrons."

"A mqn who hqs c bcd wife will never see thefqce of hell."on the other hqnd, no m.,n is so rich, said
R. Akivq, qs one who hqs a wife noted ioi gooJfeedr.,,

"All the blessin-gs of_a household come through thewife. Therefore, sliould her husb";d l;";i}.r,,
"Let men bewqre of cqusing women to weep. Godcounts their tesrs.,,

- "Ten meqsures of speech descended to the worrd.Women took nine, men one.,,
Trcrgedy:

"A midrqsh is. cm exposition or qddress given by
L"blilexpcnding in populcr style vorious stqtement inthe-Hebrew scripiur"..-'It f;; port of the Tcrmud. Amidrash tells a touct ing 

-;*i 
oI decth cnd RcrbbiMeir:

"vvhile Rcbbi Meir wos holding his weekry dis-course on .' Sqbboth qfternoon, his iwo L"to.r"J,=or*died suddenly ot home. Their'mother covered themwith c sheet, Lnd forboi" to-rio,rrn on the sqcred doy.when Rabbi Meir returned ;iG evening services heasked for his sons, _whom t " f,"a not seeri in the syncr-gogue. She qsked him to recite the -Hqf,aotofr,, 
foceremony mcrking the close of the Sqbbqt-h), 

""J gorr.him his evening -mecl. ffre" she said: ,,I hqve cr
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question to qsk thee. A friend once eJcrve me jewels
to keep for him; now he wishes them agoin; shall I
return them?" "Beyond doubt thou must," soid Rqbbi
Meir. His wife took him by the hqnd, led him to the
bed qnd drew bqck the sheet. Rcbbi Meir burst into
bitter weeping, cnd his wife scid: "They were en-
trusted to us for q time; now their Mqster hqs tqken
bock His very own."

Chcnity:
"Greqter is he who prcctices chqrity thcn one who

performs oll rituqls." On Abbc lJmnq's fqce there wos
olwoys a holy peqce. He wcrs a surgeon, but would
never occept with his hcnds cny pqyment for his ser-
vice. He hod q box placed in c corner of his consulting
room, so thot those who could not cfford to poy would
not be qshomed." Rob Huncr, ''when he sat down to a
meql, would open the doors and exclqim "Let whoever
in need enter qnd eqt." Chcma ben Ilci gLve br6cd to
all who sought it, qnd kept his purse recdy, so thqt
none need hesitqte to qsk. But the Talmud distourcAed
conspicuous giving, qnd qdvised cr modest secrecy:
"He who dispenses chqrity in privote is greoter thqn
Moses."

Children:
"If thou must strike a child, do it with q shoe string."
"lt one refrqins from punishing a child, it will end

by being utterly deproved."
"The world is sqved by the breqth of school chil-

dren-the Shekinqh or divine presence shines in their
fcces."

"The child in turn must honour cnd protect the
pcrents under qll conditions, to the end."
Ethics:

"Pirke Aboth" is cr little treqtise meaning
ings of the Fcthers. It contqins the mcrxims of

The scy-
the greot
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rqbbis of two centuries before qnd two centuries qfter
Christ. It {orms pcrt of the Tqlmud. The following rs c
sompling:

Ben Zoma sqid: "W'ho is wise? He who learns
from every mcrn . . . . Who is mighty? He who subdues
his (evil) inclinqtion ....He thqt ruleth his spirit is bet-
ter thqn he that tqketh cr city. Who is rich? He wh6
rejoices in his lot .... When thou eqtest of the labor
of thy hqndi, hcrppy shclt thou- be . . . Whc is honoured?
He who honours his lellow men ... Despise not cny
mcrn, nor anything, Ior there is no mqn thcrt has not
his hour, qnd there is nothing thqt hcs not its plcrce.
All my days I grew up ctmong the scges, *d I hqve
found-nothlng better lor cr person thqn silence"......
Rcbbi Eleqzqr used to scy: "One whose wisdom ex-
ceeds his deeds mcy be compcrred to a tree whereof
the brqnches qr-e mcny qnd the roots few, so thct when
the winds come, it is uprooted and turned upon its
foce. . But one whose deeds exceed his wisdom
mcy be compored to a tree whereof the brcrnches cre
Iew cnd the roots msny, so that even if all the win.ts
in the world blow upon it, they move it not from its

The Tqlmud qs representing the Toroh or the Law
mecnt much to the Jew no matter where he found him-
self, whether in Cqlcutta, Cclobcr or Californiq. As
Heine scrid, it wqs to him cr portcble Fctherlcrnd into
which he could trcnsport himself whenever he chose
cnd put his mind qnd heoit: ,en rapport with cll that
it contqined. In it he lound the Pctriarchs crnd the Pro-
phets becoming tiving men cnd re-enccting before his
very eyes the intense drcrma of his rcce. He loved the
book beyond meqsure cnd preserved even frcgments
of it with jeclous cqre. In later centuries he pcid enor-
mous sums to hqve it printed in cll its fullness qnd wept
when popes or potentates, or kings chose to bcn, burn
or confisccte it. He wqs prepared to defend it with his
very life cnd spcred no effort to preserve it. Even
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todcy it is the most precious possession of his home qnd
temple, the repository of his innermost hopes qnd qs-
pirctions, the living torch to be ccrefully possed on to
generotions still unborn, the solqce, reluge and strong-
hold of his roce.

The HcLhcmrim or Lcrtter-dcry Lecrders

From the middle oI the ISth century up to modern
times, the Tqlmud wqs the binding force which kept
the Iews together. There was qlso in qctive existence
the institution oI the Syncrgogue which emphcsised the
dependence of the community on the Torah. It existed
throughout these seven centuries cts cr shining institu-
tion in their life. Allied but connected with it in more
wcrys thon one wqs the Yeshiva-o school to reqd,
study and discuss the Lqw. It is from the latter, cs
from cr fertile soil, that rose on the bqsis of merit qlone
those holy ond leqrned individuols known cs The
Hakhqmim-literclly the wise ones from the root
Hakhqm or wise. These becqme each in his turn the
rightful leqders of the community. It was not pretended
by them to introduce ony fresh theories or teachings
in the clready vast ond complex body oI literqture
which cqme down from their forebeqrs. They only
studied qnd interpreted the vqrious lcws cs best they
could-on the bqsis of the vqst leorning in their posses-
sion. Most Eqstern Jews of Iraqicn origin even in re-
mote corners of the world such qs Bombqy, Cclcuttc
Rcngoon, Singapore, Shcnghoi, Hongkong implicitly
cccepted their decisions on all questions of religious
observqnces qnd sometimes even personcl and privcte
ones. Their influence was qlwcrys strong and all-per-
vqsive in the lives of the Eqstern Jews.

It would be out of plcce here to give a detoiled
cccount of these leqders except to mention qt the
end of this chapter q few of them who lived mostly
during the lcst century qs their memory is still fresh
in the minds of mony of the previous generotion. They
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were the very lqst of the lraqicn leqders qs the Jews
clrecdy stqrted to emigrote Irom their ploce of domi-
cile qbout the middle oI the lost century towqrds coun-
tries of the Ecst crs Indiq, Burmc, Singcpore, Chinc
and Hongkong. Aiter the establishment of the Stcte
of Isrqel, the flood of emigrction wqs unprecedented ond
broke cll bqrriers lecving Iraq cnd many other centres
of lewry in lVlohcmedan countries almost denuded of
Jews-except lor cr few thousqnd hapless ones.

Scrson B. Mordecai Shindookh (1747-1830):

Sqson B. Mordecoi Shindookh belonEed to one of
the most prominent fqmilies of Bcghdqd. Although he
never officiqted os Hqkhqm, he mcy be mentioned
here on qccount of the work he was entrusted with,
viz., the performance of weddings forthe whole of the
city of Bcghdad. He was qlso the author of numerous
works qnd scribe of mcny mcrnuscripts some of which
hqve been printed. His "Kol Sqson" is q morqlistic
work interspersed with poems.

Fcith qnd trust, modesty cnd patience, goocl mqn-
ners qnd study, decency and ethics, love qnd hqtred,
iealousy, envy, peqce, strife, periury, repentcnce qnd
instruction, etc., qre the subjects of the quthor's disser-
tations. The most attractive ore the porobles qnd qnec-
dotes narrated in his work. The wofu recrched two edi-
tions; one printed in Livorno (Itctv) in 1859, the other
in Bcghdqd in 1891. The second work appecred under
the title "Mizmor le-Asqf," comprising thg rules con-
necte4 with th_e prayer book, crronged cccordingly.
The third work appecred under the title "Do-blr
be-Itto" in two pcrits clso printed in Livorno in I862-G4

Sqson officiqted qs Hqzzon of the "Greqt Syna-
gogy.9.' Bcghdad) cnd in l8l0 the right of performing
_wedding ceremonies wcrs officiclly entrusted 'to
him crnd to his representatives. In some contemporcry
Ietters, he is mentioned crs the Hqkhqm's 

-equcl
in office qnd dignity. From the trend of -his
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1 writings one ccrn easily gother thqt he wcrs in-
, terested in Kcbbalistic lore. His descendqnts enjoyed,
' equqlly with those of Saleh Maslich and others, certcin

shqres due to them cccording to the locql customs oI
. Baghdgd for thg,seven dcys of wedding Iestivitfes

i Finolly, i! may be mentioned here thct Hqkhqm
Sqson wcrs reputed qs qn qrtist whq'modelled a ininicr-
ture Tabernctlle excctly crccording to the description
given in the Bible, ond we qre told thct cfter the reqd-
ing of the Terumqh (Exodus 25-27-19), he used to
show it to the congregqnts present. Solomoq b. 'Abed
Twenq, q lqter prolific cuthor, who hciled from Bogh-
dad but spent mcrny yecrs in Calcuttcr, refers to this
mosterpiece; in recording at the time q similqr construc-
tion by qnother Bcghdcdion, Fcrcj Hcyyim b. Solomon

, b. Ezekiel Iudqh who wqs the cuthor of "Wq-Tithpallel
Hqnnch" (Jerusolem, 1889-90).

Hakhcm Joseph Hcryyim (1833-1909) :

Hqkhqm Ioseph Hcyyim wos the lqst of the grect
Rqbbis of modern times in Bcahdqd. He succeeded his1 fqther qs the spiritual leqder of the Bcghdad. Jews qnd

: officiqted in this position for 50 yecrs. He wqs crlso recog-
' nised by the Jewish communities in Cclcuttq qnd other

centres in Indic qnd fqr off Chino. Being a weclthy
' mqn, he could qfford to devote qll his time to religious

exercises qnd study. People flocked to the synqgogue
to heqr his cddresses on the Sobbcth where he would
expound the Holokcr crnd Haggcdah. Whenever he

' preqched, in the Slqt el-Kebirch or Great Syncgogue
' the other Bqbbis went there to listen. His love for the
I community wqs greqt ond his services to his fellow
, men never fqiled. Being q scholqr qnd qn orqtor, he

wqs qlso the cuthor of numerous works.
I The reforms of Hokhom Ioseph Hoyyim incurred' the qnger of the Germcn Jew, Obermoyer. Firstly, he

sqid thqt the Kappsroth Ior the Dcy of Atonement
should be white fowls and thqt people should weqr
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cloth shoes qnd not wqlk bqre-footed on the ninth of
Ab. He ordered the Jews of Baghdqd to fcst on the
7th of Adcr being the crnniverscry of the dcy of the
deoth oI Moses cnd clso stipulated thot the preceding
night be spent in study qnd recrding. He lnclud_ed the
Stli of Ab qmongst the doys of fqst when he celebrqted
the Jchrzeit of B. Isccc Luria Ashkenozi. He prohibited
the sloughter of a fowl or other qnimql in the sight of
qnother qnimcrl. Obermcyer criticises the Hclkhom
spending oll day in his librory qloof from the rest of
the world while his four wealthy brothers cqrried on
his business. He qlso finds foult with the religious con-
ditions prevailing in Baghdcd ond the Hokhcm's in-
activity.

Hqkhqm Ioseph Hoyyim introduced mony innovq'
tions ond despite the qdverse criticism from Obermqyer,
it is cleqr thqt he wqs qcknowledged fcrr qnd wide os
q leqrned ond holy Rcbbi.

Moses b. Hayyim b. Moses b. 'Abdallqh:

This Hokhqm wqs eulogised by the son of his pre-
decessor, Nissim Moslioh in the yecrr 1780. He wqs ql-
reody c recognised spiritucl lecder in the Boghdod
Community. In those doys the outhority of the Hokhcrm
of Bcghdqd was extended to the new settlements of
Bcghdcd qnd to the Jews oI Indio especiolly of Col-
cuttcr and Bombcy. We lecrrn thot the lecding Jews
in these plcrces turned to the Rcbbinote of Bcghdcd
Ior guidance qnd instruction especiolly in cctses of rituol
qnd lcw, e.g., oI "Aghunoth"* crnd their relqtions to
the Bene Isrqel in mqrriage lcw.

After the deoth of Hokhom Moses Hcyyim in 1837,

Elijch b. Ioshuc b. Obcdicrh wcrs the spiritucrl leqder
of the community. He died in 1895- Alter his decrth,

*Aghunoth A woman who lost her husband bv drowning at

sea (not river) or at war. In fact when there is no proof of death,

she cannot remarry.
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the congregction was divided by two parties.Ka-Sini
cnd 'Ab6idi-(derived Irom the nsme of two rivcls). Ulti'
mcrtely, Raphcel Kqsin wqs elected hecrd of the com-
munity (Hcrkhcrm Bcrshi)' He wqs the descendqnt of cr

Spaniih fcmily who settled in Aleppo (Syric) crfter its
eipulsion lrom Spoin. He wqs q remqrkqble mqn, wrote
c iumber of bobks qnd mqnuscripts and worthy of
being the Hckham Bqshi.

During this period we find severcrl scholqrs Ilourish-
ing. One wos Abdqllqh Khdeir b. Silmqn who wrote an
ex-cellent poem to be found in qn inscription in the
mousoleum of Prophet Ezekiel restored by Dcvid Scs'
soon in 1859. Another wqs Gqbriel Jqcob Elishcr whose
work Shem Ya'qkob wqs frequently mentioned by
Soiomon 'Abed Twenc in his Nofeth Sufim" (Bcgh-
dod, 1879).

With qll the qbove os bockground, we crre now
recldy to shift the scene of our history to the grect
Metropolis of Indicr-Cqlcuttcr.
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CHAPTEN II

EARTY SETTLENS

Although the mcjority of the settlers in Cclcuttq
emigroted from Bcghdcrd, it is Aleppo which holds the
distinction of providing the first. He wos Shalom
ben Aoron ben Obcdich Hcr-Kohen (Shclom Aaron
Cohen). He wqs born ct Aleppo in 1762, q descendcnt
of qn exile from Spain at the time oI the Inquisition. He
died in Cqlcuttq in 1836. For qn qccount of his remqrk-
qble life, we qre indebted to his personcl diory which
is now in the possession of Mr. D. S. Sqssoon of EnglanC.

In 1789, he embcrrked on the first of his
mcrny voyqges. This journey took him Irom
Aleppo to BcAhdcd, then to Hillch cnd linqlly to Bosra,
where one of his sisters wqs living. The very next yeqr,
he began whqt wqs to be his vo-ycge of destiny, 

-qs 
it

brought him Ior the first time to his future homelqnd,
Indic. He qrrived at Bombcy in September 1790, but
soon moved to Surqt where he took up his residence.
A jeweller by profession, he must alrecdy hqve been q
rich mqn for his diory records show thct he loqned a
sum of Rs. 1,500, o consideroble sum in those dcys, to
his lqndlord, Stephen el Goorgi (i.e., Georgian). The
loan wqs given without interest but entitled him to live
rent-free in the house which he later ocquired for
Rs. 20,000.

Shqlom entered into q business qlliqnce with Iqcob
ben Semqh ben Nissim (Iqcob Semqh), c weclthy busi-
nessmon who hcd emigroted from Baghdqd, whose
sister he mqrried in 1793. This wcs Shqlom Cohen's
second mcrrioge. His first wife hqd refused to leqve
Aleppo. However, in 1795, he journeyed to Bcrghdad
viq Muscqt qnd Bqsrq, qnd there met his first wife who
cgreed to qccompony him bcck to Surqt. Two Shoha-
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tim, Jqcob Sittenhon,qnd Moses ibn Zbeidq, also gccom-
panied him to lndiq. During this period Shqlorn Cohen
mqde lrequent voyages to Bcghdcrd, Bcrsrcr crnd other
ploces in Mesopotqmiq.

The next chopter in his life commenced in 1797

when he Iirst cqme to Cqlcuttq qfter visiting Cochin qnd
Modras. In Ccrlcuttq he and his pcrtner Jocob Semah
set up c prosperous business, employing stqff from even
,distant cities such qs Cochin. Aport from the iewellery
business, they estcblished c thriving export and import
trqde with Bcghdqd, dealing in such commodities os
silks, muslins and indigo. However, his pcrtnership
with Jocob Semch terminqted after a business discrgree-
ment qfter which on qrbitrqtion court ordered Jccob
Semqh to poy Rs. 60,000 to Sholom Cohen, the verdict
being confirmed by the English Court.

By this time, Shqlom Cohen hqd become cr very
wealthy mcrn qnd was qble to indulge in the luxury of
holidaying at Chinsurqh, in the outskirts of Cqlcuttcr,
with his wives. Even so, he continued to expond his
business, qnd in 1816, mqde q trip to Lucknow vicr
Benqres by boat ond corricge. At Lucknow, he wcrs
received by the Ruler of Oudh, Vizier Ghcrzi el Din
Hqider, who conferred on him the title of Court Jewel-
Ier, q position which cqrried o salqry of Rs. 2,000 per
month. He lived with his wives qt Lucknow till 1819,
during which period they stoyed in the house of the
British Resident. In April of thct yeqr, he returned to
Calcuttq via Cqwnpur, Foizcbod qnd Murshidcbcd.

The extent of his weqlth qnd stqtus con be gcuged
{rom the fqct thqt his retinue consisted of 30 

-Spchis

(soldiers), 25 Chokrqs (oddboys), 7 carridges, 7 pclan-
quins, 60 beqrers, 23 changis (sweepers) qnd I0 per-
sonql servcnts. In 1829, he mqds qnother visii to
Lucknow, where his former protector hqd been succeed-
ed by his son, Suleimqn Icb Ncsir Din Hcider bin Pqdi-
shqhi Anwad. During this visit too, he wqs honoured
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by the British Resident who invited him to breaklcrst
cnd to a Christmas pcrty'. It is reported thqt, in cddi'
tion to being Court Ieweller crt Lucknow, qn identi-
ccl title wqs conferred on him by Mchcrcich Rcnieet
Singh of Punjcb.

In 1830, he hcd the distinction of being received in
qudience by the Governor-Generql of Indio, Lord Wil'
liqm Cqvendish Bentinck. His dicry reveqls him to be
cr leqrned mqn, interested in such diverse subjects os
Astronomy, Philosophy cnd Poetry. He qlso hcd c fine
sense of humour. When he died, he wcrs buried in the
cemetery which he himself offered to the community.

At thqt time there wqs no pcrticulqr nqme given
to the cemetery, which w<rs on c plot ol lqnd located
qt 45 Nqrkeldqngc Mcin Roqd, Cqlcuttq. Mr. E. M. D.
Cohen took c leading role in orgcnising its qffqirs for
mqny yeqrs qs also Mr. I. S. Muslech. Mony yeqrs
lqter, the Jewish buricrl boqrd wqs formed with the
Honorory Secretaries nomincted by election crnd Messrs.
D. I. Cohen cnd I. S. Musleqh worked very hqrd os
Hony. Secretqries of this institution. It was not until
l95l that the "Oseh Haised Bocrrd" wcs formed cnd
registered. This wos heqded by Lcdy Rcrchel Ezrq as
the President, qnd Mr. I. S. Musleqh qs the Hony. Sec-
retory. Messrs. I. n. Jqcob, E. I. Sqmuel, E. F. E.
Moses, I. E. Musleqh, R. Abrqhqm, I. E. Jqcob, A. E. I.
Abrchom, E. D. Ezrc, crnd W. Stcrrkmann were the
office becrrers.

The oims qnd
follows:-

objects of the institution were qs

(a) To undertake the burial of the dead of the Jewish community
in or at the discretion of the Board in the State of West

Bengal, in accordance with Jewish rites and customs.

(b) To provide charitable and humanitarian relief to indigent
and sick members of the Jewish community in West Bengal
and to alleviate their suffering and distress in any manner
whatsoever.
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(c) To maintain the cemetery at 45 Narkeldanga Main Road,
Calcutta, and its extension when acquired and all the tombs
therein, and also the Jewish cemetery in Darjeeling and
such other cemetery or cemeteries as may be acquired or
opened.

(d) To improve and extend the burial grounds now existing and
acquire other lands for burial purposes as and whon
necessary.

(e) To employ Secretaries, Managers, Clerks, Superintendents,
Medical Men, Nurses, Organisers, Attendants and others for
the purposes and objects herein mentioned.

(0 To purchase, take on lease, or in exchange hire or otherwise
acquire any propefry, moveable or immoveable of every
description and to sell, mortgage, let out, exchange or other-
wise dispose of the same.

(g) To borrow and raise moneys for the purposes of the institu-
tion, to issue securities therefor and to open banking and
other accounts.

(h) To invest any moneys of the Institution not immediately
required for any of its objects, in immoveable properties
andlor Government or Trustee Securities.

(i) To draw, make, accept, endorse and otherwise deal with
Promissory Notes, Bills of Exchange, Debentures and othsr
securities and documents.

C) To accept donations, subscriptions, payments and gifts and
to subscribe or contribute to the funds or otherwise to assist
Synagogues, Hospitals, Charitable, Religious or Scientitic
Institutions, Societies, Funds or Objects.

(k) To affiliate or amalgamate with any cornmunal society or
association having objects wholly or in part similar to those
of the Institution.

0) To appoint trustees, including the Official Trustee Govern-
ment of West Bengal or of any other State to act as Trustees
of the whole or part of the properties and assets bf thc
institution.
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(m) To do all other things as are incidental or conducive to the
attainment of the above objects including the power to
spend the funds of the institution for all or any of such

objects.

So fqr, qpproximately 4,000 people are buried in this
cemetery qnd q new plot wcrs purchqsed cdjoining the
old plot to ensure its continuity for mqny more yeqrs.

Other Prominent Settlers qnd Their Descendanrts:

The mqin influx of Jewish settlers into Cclcuttcr took
plcce ecrly in the l9th century. The mojority of these
cctme lrom Boghdcd where the misrule of
Dqud Pqsha forced mqny Jews to emigrcte. They found
q welcome hqven in Indiq, q lqnd of tolerqnce, where
they could live in perfect freedom qnd security cnd
preserve their culture cnd trcditions unmolested. Sett
tlers qlso qrrived from Bqsrq, (Mesopotamic) cnd Aleppo
(Syric) qnd other Middle Eqstern countries. Prominent
cmong the new arrivqls were Moses Duek Hqkkohen
(Moses Duek Cohen) qnd Eleqzor ben Aqron ben
Seodycrh Ircki who cqme from Aleppo and Yemen res-
pectively.

Eleqzqr Irqki wqs <r printer qnd the cuthor of mony
books. It wqs he who qctivqted the community intei-
lectually. Between 1840 qnd 1857 he produ-ced, 27
publicctions crmong them the Ein Ya'qkob, SeIer hcr-
Mcr'crsivoth, the Pizmonim (2 editions), Eldcd hcr-Dcri-
Lcrw of Shehitch, Polemics, Josippon cnd SeIer hq-
Yqshqr qnd Kcbqlistic writings 

- iike the Book of
Rqziel the Angel qnd Interpretation of Dreqms.
FMoses Duek Cohen $rcts ct descendant of ctnces-
tors oI the stock exiled from Spain and the term ',Duek,,
is qctuclly cr corruption of the Sponish title ,,Duc,, .He
is referred to qs the real founder-of the cqlcutta lewish
community crnd. wqs elected qs the first president of
lhe ggqmynity-. _He was qn Honorcry Rcbbi and Minis-tet Mohel cnd Mekkodesh (mcrricje performer) from
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1825 till his deqth in 1861. He wqs qlso the cruthor of
the "Kqneh Middqh" which provides vqluqble mqteriql
relcting to the history oI the Cqlcutta Jews. As cr reli-
gious lecder, the community looked to him for guidance
in oll disputes.

In 1810, he mqrried the doughter of Shclom Aqron
Cohen. Their son, the Rev. Moses Silcs Duek Cohen
beccrme <r junior'minister in the old "Neweh Shqlom"
Synagogue in which post he served from 186l to 1873.
But it wqs their grondson, Eliqs Moses Duek Cohen who
wqs to mqke the greotest contribution to the community.

He wqs born on the 2lst December, 1852, the eldest
of eight brothers qnd four sisters. At the oge of seven-
teen, he morried Grqciq, daughter of Yom Tob Iscqc
Duek Cohen. They hqd five sons and four daughters
on whom they trovished their love qnd affection. Their
love qnd devotion to eqch other wcrs exemplcrry. It is
recorded that when he hod to undergo on operction,
he refused anqesthetic crnd wqs content to hold his
wife's hond throughout the painful ordeql.

A born leqder with c mognetic personclity, he wcs
q stickler for principles ond no qmount of pressure
could ccuse him to devicte from his convictions. Never-
theless, he was essentiolly c humble mqn.

Like his grcndfuther qnd fqther before him, he
entered the Ministry. He succeeded his fcther as junior
minister of the old "Neweh Shalom" Synagogue on
Rosh Hodesh Heshwan 5634 (20th December 1873) on
retirement of his father. On the gth of Februcry 1877,he
becqme senior minister of the old "Neweh Sholom" cnd
wqs invited to ioin the Boqrd of the Synogogue Mqn-
higim. This event wos to inaugurqte q new qnd pros-
perous ercr in the history of the synqgogue.

With his dynomic drive and singulqr zeal, Rev.
E. M. D. Cohen set qbout increqsing the revenue qnd
stqtus of the synqgogue. Due to vqrious innovotions,
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the revenue oI the synogogue increqsed six-Iold. With
q view to elevatir.g ihe ltdtu= of the synqgogue, he in-
stituted the Yehidim with their Kippur night offerings,
crccepted seot rents qnd thereby won representg.-
tion for the syncgogue on the Council qnd Boqrd of
Deputies of British Jews in London.

In the synqgogue itself, he introduced cr number
of chonges. In the old "Neweh Shqlom", he replcced
the old lomps with gqs chqndeliers qnd introduced
"punkos" (mechqnicql fons) in the "Moghen Dqvid." In
1902, these were in turn reploced by electric lights cnd
fqns. By raising contributions, he set up the brqcket
Iights between the qrches. He converted the Tebilch
rooms in the reqr into office rooms so cts to e,qrn qddi-
tionql revenue for the synqgogue. In 1917, he chose
the Biblicql verses which decorqte the symmetricql
qrches which qlso were designed by him. In 1918, he
presented the first of the three cut-glass thirty-light elec-
troliers which qdorn the centre of the synqgogue. He
drew up cr plan for redesigning the Bimch which wqs
too confined, -but due to other preoccupqtions, this
foiled to mqteriqlise. He personally supervised the
plcnting of trees in the synqgogue, grounds.

Apcrt from the syncgogue, he hqd mcrny other
interests. It wqs he who lirst mooted the setting up of
qn exclusively Jewish school for Jewish children, whc,
till then, cttended the Christion Hebrew Mission
School or other Christicrn institutions. This wos prompt-
ed by the missionqry qctivities of one of the heads of
these Christian Schools. Thus, in 188I., the first such
School the "Jewish Girls'cnd Boys' School" cqme into
existence. An qccount oI both these institutions is given
sepcrately. Throughout his life, Rev. Cohen wcrs csso;
cioted with this school cs Hony. Secretcry till 1887 crnd
cs Hony. Treqsurer till the time of his death

He wqs the editor cnd printer of the Jewish weekly
gazette "Pqeroh" published in Arqbic which cppecred
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from 1878 to 1889. This Gozette gives us q vqluoble in-
sight into the early history of the Cclcutta Iewish com-
munity. It recorded both local qnd internqtional events
of the doy. Its populcrity wcts worldwide qnd news
items from it were reproduced even in the Europecrn
press.

In spite of his mqny religious duties and sociol ccti'
vities, Rev. Cohen still found time to octively porticipcte
in civic qffqirs. He stood for election cs Municipol Coun-
cillor from wqrd 12 of the city qnd wqs elected by cn
overwhelming majority. For twenty one yeqrs, he
served on the Corporotion where he wqs qffectionqte'
ly cclled "The Grond Old Man" qnd where he wqs
highly esteemed for his outstanding quolities. For
about l0 years, he served district No. 2 Committee qs
President. Thot he lost his seqt in 19II wqs due solely
to the fqct thqt he could not spcre time for electioneer-
ing.

\4/ith the odvent of the first world wqr he qt once
turned hls attention to the welfqre of Jewish Troops.
His youngest son wcrs serving with the 9th Middlesex
Regiment. Beginning with eleven soldiers from this
regiment he graduclly mode qrrqngements for 70 lew-
ish soldiers, drqwn from all over Indic, to observe the
High Holy Dsys in the trqditionql mqnner. He exchang-
ed correspondence with military commqnders who
cqme to seek his advice on Jewish religious mctters
pertcining to the sick qnd wounded and to buriql of
the deod. His efforts on behcrlf of the Iewish troops
serving in the British aimy in Indiq, were wcrrmly cp-
preciated by Mcjor Michael Adler, Chief Minister of
the Jewish force of the British Army. His cttempt to
persuode the Adjutont-Generql of Indic to sqnltion
the post of a Iewish Militcrv Chcploin wqs not success-
ful due to the relctively few Iewish troops in service.

At the instqnce of Mcjor Schonfield, Oflicer in com-
mqnd of the qdministrqtion oI the Jewish Wor Services
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Committee in London, he set qbout incugurcrting simi'
lqr committees in Calcutto crnd other large centres in
Indic. In this tqsk, he wqs crssisted by two Iewish sol'
diers, Gunner Epstcne qnd Privqte Middlebrook, qnd
6ne officer, Lt. Herbert Loewe of the Army Clothing
Factory. Committee centres were set up crt Cqlcutta,
Bombcy, Bcngclore, Rcwclpindi, Ambcrlq and Aran'
poorcr lor the benglit of the Jewish lroopq posted in those
Lreos. Rev. Cohen becqme the President of the Ccl'
cutta Community which looked qfter the needs of 250

Iewish soldiers qnd q further 250 Iewish prisoners of
wqr.

His qssocicrtion with the British Administrqtion in
India went bcck to the 1870's when he wqs introduced
to Lord Lytton, Viceroy of Indic. Again in 1887, he
wcrs one of the six Jewish delegctes invited to present
the qddress to Queen Victoria on the occqsion of her
Iubilee. The government sought his opinion in motters
of legislction involving Jewish interests. Even court
caseJinvolving Jews, were referred to him qnd so fqir
$rere his decisions thqt both pcrties usually accepted
his judgement.

In 1889, he toured Egypt, Syric, Palestine ond Eng-
land, Frqnce, Belgium, Switzerlond, Itoly cnd Germcny.
As a Zionist he worked for the restorqtion oI Isrqel.

In December 1923, he celebrqted the Golden lubilee
of his service in the Ministry, crn ocqqsion of joy for the
community, which he hcrd selllessly guided for holl c
century. On the lrlth of lonuqry, 1926, he possed awcty
leaving cn empty void in the community. After grr
impressive qnd solemn lunerol procession, his mortql
remqins were interred in the cemetery ct Surq, q suburb
of Calcuttcr. A memoriql oil glcss is lit perpetually to

Other notqbletqrrivals were Acron Kindil cnd,
Aqron Solomon Leniycdo, qncestors of the zubseque-nt
Hqzqnim qnd tecchers of Bombay cnd Calcutta reipec:,
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tively, Ezekiel Musleqh, cn indigo expert who rendered
services to the Eqst Indiq Company qnd Ezekiel
Judoh (Yehudo) from Bcghdqd, (q descendqnt ol Silmqn
Dovid Mo'tuk), ctn indigo rne;chont who also trqd-
ed in silks qnd muslins. Ii was Ezekiel Muslech ond
Benjamin Abrqhqm Solomon David, qnother immigrcnt
from Boghdqd, who were instrumentql in purchosing
the site in lB23 for the synqgogue now cqlled Neweh
Sholom. About this time, qnother fcmily from Bcghdqd,
destined to make their mqrk in the Colc-utta comriunity,qrrived in Calcuttq.

This fqmily consisted of Joseph Ezrq ond his two
sons, Dqvid qnd Nissim. After stoying for q short time
in Cclcutto, during which he established business con-
nections, Ioseph Ezra returned to Baghdod with his two
s_ons, who, however, finding the conditions in
their homelond intoleroble in coirpqrison with the free
good qnd orderly wcy of life in Indio under the British,
Ieft Boghdqd for good qnd returned to Cqlcutta. Dqvid
Joseph F,zrcr., the lounder of the Cqlcuttq Ezro fomily
went into business -on a large scole. He set up cn im-
port cnd export trode with Baghdad, Aleppo, Ddmoscus,
Muscqt qnd Zqnzibcr, exporting indigo, iilks, rice ancl
other items of food ond importing dqtel qnd other nqtive
produ-ce oI those countries. Hb qlso exported opiurn
on cr lcrge scole to Hongkong.

With typiccl foresight, he invested his fortune in
Icnded property cnd buildings, the vqlue of which
spirclled, qnd qt the time oI his deoth, he wqs the big-
gest owner of landed property in Cqlcuttq.

His eldest son, Elias Dcvid Ezrq., inherited his vqst
fortune and built upon it, following in his fcther's foot-
steps cts on exporter oI opium snd qn investor in real
estqte. He wqs the potron of the Cqlcutta community
which owes to him the mcgnificient synciogue,
"Mcghen 

- 
Dcvid" built crt Ccnning Streei. A iull

cccount of this mosterpiece is given in the,next chcpter.
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He hod five sons from his two marricges. The lirst
morriage wcrs with the daughter of Dcvid Aqron
Qub_bcry, lhe second with Mozelle Ezrc., dcughter oI
the lqte Sir Albert Sqssoon (son of the grect-philon-
throp_ist, Dqvid Sossoon of Bombqy) cnd-sister to the
lqte Sir Edwgd Sqssoon, M.P. TEis mqrriqqe united
these two leading fomilies of Cqlcuttc. ond 

-Bombcy.

Elias David Ezro died in 1886. Mozelle Ezrcr eventually
seltled down in London. so'numerous cnd lqvish were
her chqrities thqt her nqme becqme q household word
omongst the poor._ In 1886 she built the Ezrc Hospitol
to commemorcte the nqme of her lcte husbqnd.

Joseph Elicrs Ezrc,., the eldest son of Elics Dqvid
Ezrc wos not only cr lecrding businessmqn but clso took
c-lecding- port in the civic 

-qffqirs 
of the city. He wqs

Municipol Commissioner from 1886 to 1896, and,sheriffoI .Calcuttcr, in 1888-89. Like his pcrenfs, he is
clso remembered for his numerous clicrritoble works.
He mqrried cr grcnd-dcughter of Dcvid Sqssoon of
Bombay.

The third brother, David E. D. Ezrd, eldest son of
Mozelle Ezrq., qlso mcrried c grand daughter of the lqte
Dqvid Sassoon. While he settled do#n in C,qlcuttq,
his other three brothers migrated to London cnd pcris.
Dctvid Ezrq wqs to qchieve [he highest pinnccle oI Iame
culminqting in his Knighthood in lg27. An qccount
of his achievements cppecrs in q Iqter chcpter.
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CHAPTM III

SYNAGOGUES AND INSTITUTIONS

Wherever Iews settled qnd established comrnuni'
ties, they built synqgogues.

As mentioned eqrlier, the first synagogue at Cal-
cuttcr, the "Neweh Shqlom"'wqs estcblished in 1823.
&ekiel Musleqh qnd Beniomin Abraham Solomon
Dovid were instrumentql in purchcsing the plot Irom
an Englishmsn, Iohn Boweri,-for Bs' 16,000. Of this
sum RJ 6,000 wqs rcised from the community itself cnd
Rs. 10,000 wqs borrowed from lvtackintosh & Co. crt I per
cent interest per cnnum. By 1831, the principcl cnd
interest <lccrued, wete pcid up in full which specks
very well of the prosperity of tbe commrrnity' On
August 29, 1825, the originql constitution of the "Neweh
Shdlom" wcs drcwn up, the text of which wqs qs fol-
lows:-

On Monday 25 Elul 5585 since the creation of the world
by our calculation (which corresponds to the English date of
29th August 1825) here in the city of Calcutta situated on the

river Ganges which flows into the ocean, we, the undersigned,

have taken upon ourselves, our future generations and all those

connected with us, a procedure for all times, to appoint an officer
and manager of the affairs of the Synagogue existing in the city
of Calcutta. He is empowered to deal with the affairs of the
Synagogue and pay expenses of the Synagoguc as he desires,
but he is not permitted to make payments not incurred for the
actual needs of the Synagogue such as charity to the poor and
ernissary collectors fronr other countries and even to the, poor
people of Calcutta, he is not allowed to pay a single penny, this
being the burden of the community. Such an officer has no
power to force anybody to contribute to such causes except when
the collections concern the Synagogue only. We also give him
full permission and adequate powers to rebuke and fine any onc
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who behaves disgracefully in the Synagogue, or raises his voice

in anger during the time of prayers or reading the Sefer in which
case he is empowered to rebuke and turn the offender out of the
Synagogue as he thinks proper. We have no power to dismiss

him from his office, neither can he, after accepting the appointment

resign and cast the burden off his shoulders, even if, God for-
bid, someone has annoyed and villified him. AIter the comple-
tion of the alloted period the authority of the first officer will
remain in force until his successor has been chosen and appointed
in his stead by the Community or they may extend the period
of the first officer so that the Congregation of God may not be

left like sheep without a shepherd.

"After the second officer has been chosen, his predecessor

is bound to pass on to hirn the books, filps and accounts and
God forbid, if other payments have been made to the poor or
foreign emissaries which do not concern the Synagogue, but
entered in the accounts of the Synagogue, the second officer is
bound to recover the money from his predecessor who is forced
ro make good the loss out of his own pocket, he having been
prohibited from the beginning from making such payments out
of the funds of the Synagogue.

"Whoever the officer may be, he is allowed to select any
two men he likes to assist him with their advice, and we are
bound to accept them as himself. Even the advisers, after having
accepted their appointment to advise and assist the officer, can-
not resign their ofrce during the period of the existence of the
officer ,and should the officer be compelled to leave Calcutta
owing to his business, he is permitted and entitled to choose
another officer in his stead to complete the allotted period, and
we are bound to accept the latter's authority, actions and deci-
sions as emanating from the first officer.

"In th€, event of the death of the Officer taking place before
a successor has been elected, the two advisers are bound to
choose another officer over them, in order to complete the allot-
ted period of the deceased, so that the power of authority con-
tained in this document may stand valid for all times from
one Officer to another for all generations and neither we nor
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our offspring nor those connected with us of the Jewish faith,
can at any time, or for any reason, annul the powers conferred
by this document, by which, we now fully confirm on a solemn
oath with good intention. We have invalidated all versions and
arguments made by any person against this document, by which,
we, the undersigned, have today severally and jointly agreed to
accept, appoint and constitute Mr. Moses Duek Cohen as the
first Officer over the Synagogue for a period of six months in
accordance with the above mentioned terms.

"To this we have clearly written all the conditions men-
tioned above, and have subscribed our signatures, of our owil
free will and with full knowledge without the least doubt what-
soever. ,

' "We have handed over this document to the said Moses to
remain in his possession, and in the posseSsion of the officers com_
ing after him as a documentary evidence.

"Everything mentioned herein is firm, cJear, true, estab.
Iished and enduring.

Abraham Solomon David
Salnan Eliahoo Ezekiel Gubbay
EzeHcl Effahoo Cohcn
Jacob Jonah Isaac
David Joseph Ezzra Khitait
Joceph Hakham Ze[hsria
Reuben Ezra Abraham
Moshe Abi Shimeon Ali Qoseen
Ezekiel Duek Cohen
Shamaiah

Joseph Jacob Jonah
Samuel Duek Cohen
Ezekiel Eliahoo Musleah
Ezel&l Reuben Mamscl
Joseph Ezra Jooeph Khilaif
Aaron Duek Cohen
Jonah Jacob Jonah
Hayem Simon Heyem Daviil
Moces Ezrliiel Rahamim



30

Isaac Isaiah
Abraham Benjamin Solomom
Aaron Hayem Eliahoo Abraham
Mitooq Ezra Joseph Zekariah
Solomon Shi,rneon Duek Cohen
Abraham Jacob
Yahya Joseph Arakie Cohen
Benlamin Eliezer Hakham Nissim Musleah
Mordecai Abraham
Joseph Shimeon Me er Duek Cohen . I

Salim Sulaiman
Elazar Aaron Arakie Cohen
Elazar Mordecai Cohen

Moshe Abi Shimeon AIi Qosecn

By 1884, however, the "Neweh Shclom" wss in c
very bcrd stqte oI disrepoir. The outhorities, there-
fore, urged the Ezrq fqmily to build q new synqgogue
on "Neweh Sholom" lqnd. Thus Eliqs Ezrq, son of
Dcvid Ezrq., built the "Mcghen Dcrvid" giving the Ezra
fcmily the privilege of becoming the permcnent presi-
dents of the Monhigim. The minister qnd the congre-
gqtion moved into the new syilcrqogue qnd the
"Neweh Shqlom" wcrs closed down. tcrter this wqs
converted into cr Yeshivah with cr library.

This however wcrs not to be the end of the "Neweh
Shclom". In 1888, it wqs re-opened by q clever ruse.
Some members of the community, on the plea of in.
tending to use the building as o kind of prayer hcili,
were cllowed to re-open it. Then, in defionce of the
authorities qnd ignoring the conditions lqid down, they
got q congregqtion qnd begon to conduct regulcr ser-
vices. No qmount ol legol qction could induce them
to give up the plcce. Ultimotely it wos accepted once
cgain cs q synagogue. Thus the "Neweh Shqlom"
obtcined q new lecrse of life but its qffqirs were con-
ducted in a very poor rnqnner. This prompted Mr.
Ezrq Arokie to convene ct genercrl meeting of the com-
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mittee to elect Monhigim. He wqs himself elected as
Honorcry Secretcry qnd thus it came about thqt the
"Neweh Shcrlom" wos the only democrqtically-run synq-
gogue in the Cqlcuttq community. In l9ll-12, the old
structure wqs demolished 

. qnd rebuilt by the com-
munity. The synagogue hqd over 30 Sefqrim but now
hcrs only 12.

Beth-El Syncrgogue

"Beth-El" Synogogue wcrs erected in Pollock Street
by David Ioseph Ezrq qnd Ezekiel Iudqh in 1856. It
wqs lqter renovqted qnd enlqrged into cr mcAnificent
structure by Elias Shclome Gubboy qt q cost of
Bs. 100,000 pcid personclly by him. He rqised the
centre on mcssive columns with lolty orches qnd ornq-
mentql windows, pcved the floors with mcrble ond pro-
vided additional decorqtions. Being felicitously inipir-
ed, in one yeqr he completed the whole work, which
included cdding two golleries to the Azqrth Nqsheem,
replccing the hecrvy pillors by elegont iron columns
with sullicient light spcce, <rnd improvement to the cen-
trcl cspe-ct thus fullilling the iniunction. This is
my C"od Lnd with Glory I will prepare this Temple."

"Beth-El" Syncgogue hqd at one time cr very
crowded gcthering and conducted regulqr dcily ser-
vices (continued to this dqy) with over 100 Sephcrim
but todcy there cre only about 30 due to the mass
exodus of the community to Isrqel including the lqst
Heizzqn Abrqhqm Abed Twenq who served the Sync-
gogue for mcny yeqrs. He died in Jerusqlem in Feb-
ruqry 1968.

On one side of the compound of this synagogue is
Mikveh qs well qs spqce.where mqtzoth qre bqked for
the pcssover for the entire locql community, on the other
side qre office premises built by the syncrgogue.
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The "Mcrghen Dcrvid" Syncgogqe:
As mentioned eqrlier, the "Mcrghen Dqvid" Syncr-

gogue wqs built by Elios Dqvid Ioseph Ezrq to perpetu-
qte the memory of his fqther, David Joseph Ezrq who
died in 1882.

A portion of the old "Neweh Shclom" with shops
crnd jute qnd tobqcco presses on two plots of lqnd be-
longing to it were dismqntled to provide the site for
the new synqgogue. But, since this site wqs not spoci-
ous enough cn cdjoining building occupied by Mr.
Ezrc's step-mother's mother, wcs qlso acquired ond
demolished, the lody being provided with onother
house. The foundqtion stone wqs lqid on Jonuqry 23rd.,
1883, qnd the building wcrs completed in 20 months.

The religious qrticles from the old "Neweh Shqlom"
were instqlled in the new synqgogue ond the formol
dedicction wcs performed in the presence of c large
congregqtion on September llth, 1884. Most of the
congregqtion from the "Neweh Shclom" moved over
to the "Mcghen Dqvid" where secrts were alloccted to
them. Even the Gubbqi (worden) of the "Neweh Sha-
lom" trcnsferred his services to the new synqgogue.

The lcrgest synagogue in the East, the "Mcghen
Dqvid" cost qbout Rs. 200,000 to build. A magnificent
structure, its orchitecture hos been proised by all visi-
tors including those of the Armed Services during
World Wcr II. The outer wolls qre of mellow red qnd,

.grey brick. The interior is Itcrlicn in design qnd is q
unique work of art. The pillors, qdorned qt the top
with florql designs, were imported from Paris. There
cre three cut-glcss electroliers, the centre one of which
wcs p-resented in l9l8 by the Rev. E. M. D. Cohen and
the other two being instqlled in 1g27. The Rev.'E. M.
D. Cohen olso designed the beoutiful qrches qnd deco-
rqted them with Biblicql verses selected by himself.

A magnificent decorqtion stqnds before the en.
trqnce to the ork. It consists of a collection of religious
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A striking Calcutta lccrdmcrk: the Steeple and Clock
Tower oI the Mcghen Dcvid Syncrgogue
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symbols oi ludqism. Just below the irown ol Torqh
orrd th" woid= of Exodus 3: 15, "This is my nome for
ever qnd this is my memorial unto cll generctions",
the nome oI God iJ embossed in effulgent splendour'
tL;;;. qppeqrs as pcrt of three veises tcrken from
the Psclms:

"I hqve set the Lord qlwcys before me." (Psqlm

16 : 8).
"From the rising of the sun unto the going down

thereof prcrised is the nctme of the Lord." (Psalm 113:3)'

"Lord, I love the hqbitqtion ol Thy House, ond the.

plcce where Thy glory dwelleth." (Psalm 26 : 8).

Below this there ctre two tcblets with the Ten
Commqndments, the first letters stonding out boldly.
Still further down, the Ark of the Covenant is represented
by <r rod qnd ct pointing of the Wciling Wqll is de-corqt'

ed with evergreens. On either side qre two columns
figurativelv a8orned ot the top with the Pillcr of Cloud
oi the left. On either side of the Tcrblets of Command-
ments cre two Menorqhs. The brqnches qnd stems ol
the lelt one contcdns the mysticol rhvmed prayer of
fortytwo words (An-Nq-Be-Ko-Ah) whose quthor is Tqnq
Nehunycr ben Hokcnqh (Iirst century) and those of thei
right c-ontain Psclm 67. There qre qlso {iogroms o{
the Urim and Thummim, the Tqble of the Shew-breqd,
the Altcn of Incense qnd severql nqmes of the cngelic
host. Mysticol words qppeqr qt the upper border qnd
at the bottom the Shem& cls well qs the words "And
he (Icrcob) wcts crfroid qnd said, 'How full of awe is this
place. This is none other thon the House of God and-
ihis is the G te of Heqven'." (Gen. 28217).

The dome covering the entrqnce to "Hekhql
Hqkkodest" (the HoIy Ark) symbolises the sky on cr

storry night. Set in - this dome qre windows two of
which qre inscribed with Judqism's eternql truths, "The
Lord is our God, the Lord is One" qnd "Thou shclt love
thy fellow-mqn cs thyself." The middle window con-
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tains qn ctmorphous impression- oI a cloud rodioting
rqys presumaSly to represent the Shekhinc.

Above the lqdies' gollery qre multicoloured glcss
windows. Originolly thele were mqde of o:dincry glcss
qnd did not lieep out the morning sun. A screen hcrd

to be rolled qcross to keep out the sun, but this also
deprived the interior of much needed |ight. Eventually
thd Rev. E. M. D. Cohen introduced lrosted glass ond
did cway with the screen. The clock set- up in-the 142

ft. high iower was imported _fr-om London. The 
-gcslcrmpi were electrified-in 1921 by the lote l-onah R. J.

Jcrcob. Services qre held in the mornings cnd evening-s
bn weekduys, cnd three times on Scturdcrys. Although
seqts here qre not sold qs in Europe some lamilies hcrve
occupied the sqme seqts lor gelerqtions. The lorm oI
worsLip is strictly orthodox (Sephcrdic) cnd is conduct-
ed in [Iebrew, clthough this is not very populcr with
the modern genercrtion who do not understcrni
Hebrew. This synagogue had over 100 S:forim but is
now considercbly reduced - mostly dispatched to
Isrqel with the exodus of the congregonts.

Besides these three synagogues, two prqyer hqlls
were qlso set up for the benelit of the expcnding com-
munity. The first wos opened by Hakh<rm Solomon
Twenq, c religious teqcher, qt his own residence in
Blcckburn Lane in 1897. It was cqlled "Beth Hqkene-
seth". The Prcyer Hqll served the community but by
1942 its qffairs were in such a scd stqte thcrt its very
existence wqs threqtened. It wos at this stcge thct the
weclthy B. N. E1iqs fomily took over the institution.
They bought up the property, liquidcted qll debts and
took q pledge to build ct proper "Mcghen Aboth" qnd
Yesheboth. They instituted cr mcrncrg:ement committee
drqwn lrom the community but stipulated thct two
members of the Elics fcmily should clways be repre-
sented. The institution was cqlled "Mcghen Aboth qnd
Yesheboth Iqcob Benjomin Eliqs." Services here hqve
been discontinued for wqnt of q minicn (quorum) crnd



An imposing decorction over the entrcrnce oI the Ark
in the Mcrghen David SyncEogue.



o

of{o
o
.a
ot

$sFg
,r (,ao
,60t

BEAs
-OOE
t,tE
tsrUlatr
ot
o
f.
.9L
o
E



t
U
o
t
o
o
U
E
o

.c:

o
r.9o=.
gE
EU

f ,i'
o
ok
a
u
a
tr
o
U
o
h

(



o
o
U

u)
o
i.

u
ta
B
o

o

H



35

it is gcthered thot attempts cre being mqde by the heqds
of Mls. B. N. Elios & Co. to build q home instecrd for
the cged of the community.

In 1933, qnother Prcyer Hqll, the "Shcr'creh Bqsone"
wcs stqrted by IvIr. A. Levroy for the convenience of
those members ol the community who, for reasong of
ill-health, were uncble to go to north Ccrlcuttc where
crll the synqgogues were situqted. It is pctronised by
the more well+odo Jews living in South Cclcuttc. It
conducts regulcr dcily services.

Educcrtionql Institutions :

Although lrom its very inception, the community in
general prospered, not much thought wcs given to edu-
cating th.e children, whether in religious or conven-
tionql subjects. The children ol the poor especiclly
suffered in this respect. In fqct, it wqs the Christian
missionqries who initiclly stqrted the educotion of Jew-
ish children by setting u-p a free Christicrn Hebrew Mis.
sion School. Those Iewish children who could attend
this or other Christiqn schools were qble to receive some
educqtion. Others hqd none.

The stqte of qffqirs might well hqve continued were
it not for qn incident which cctme to the notice of the
Rev. E. M. D. Cohen. Heqring that cr young Iewish
girl wcs ready to be converted to Christicnity-he pub.
lished q series of qrticles which shook the community
qnd qwqkened them to q sense of their responsibility-.
He appecled Ior the setting up oI crn excluiive lewiih
school for Iewish children.-Benefactors such qs Moses
Jacob Abeqsis, Moshe Mcyohcs qnd R. M. Cohen
recdily responded to these appecls which resultecl in
the setting up in l88l of the very first Jewish school in
Cqlcu'tc, "The Jewish Girls'qnd-Infqnts' School." The
very next year the Ezra Benevolent Institution wcrs
f-ounded__to_ import educqtion to the poor lewish chil-
dren in Hebrew, religious knowledge cnd genercl sub-
jects.
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The Jewish Girls' School:

The "]ewish Girls' qnd Infqnts' School" opened cn
independent section for boys crnd cqme to be known
qs the "Iewish Boys' cnd Girls' School." In 1885, this
section wqs merged with the girls' school <rnd the
institution wqs cqlled simply, "The Jewish Girls'School."

Until 1903 the school struggled depending for
its budget on individucl subscriptions and doncrtiorrs
which bcrely covered hqlf its cnnuql expenditure.
However, in 1904, the government, which- hcd
recognised the school qs c "Europeqn School", started
giving gronts-inaid.

Under the code "Europeon Schools", education
wcs imported upto the Middle School cnd Scholarship
Exominqtion. By 1911, this code wqs revised und thl
school wqs recognised qs cr secondcry school upto the
Cambridge Iunior School Certificqte stcndqrd

The school wqs situqted qt No. 8 Pollock Street.
Due'to the efforts of Rev. E. M. D. Cohen, contribu-
tions were rqised ond the corner stone of cr new build.
ing wos lqid in 1926 by Sir Dovid Ezrq.. The Rev. Cohen
hqd since p'qssed qwoy but his dcughter, Mrs. Sorq
Curlender, fittingly performed the stone loying cere.
mony.

In crssociqtion with the Jewish Girls' Schocl, Rev.
Cohen estoblished the "Jeshurun Free School" for the
ben<ifit of poor lewish children. Aiso in 1g37, a Jewish
Girl's' Hostel wqs set up for the girls cttending these
schools. Although cn-independ5nt unit, this- hostei
grcrduolly cg4re to be associcted with the bocrd depart-
ment of the "]eshurun Free School". Lady Ezrc crdctecl
qn endowment fund for this institution amounting tc
Rs. 100,000. The school building wos sold ond the sc6col
wqs. trcnsferred to 63 Pqrk Street where it still continues
to function but in q better locclity.
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"The Elics Meyer Free School cmd the Tcrlmud Torcrh";

This wqs cr school for boys. Its forerunner was the
"Ezrq. Benevolent Institution", founded in 1882 by Mr.
Eliqs Dqvid Ezrq.. The crim of this institution wcs to
inculcqte the Hebrew languoge and religious trqditions
qnd to educate the poor Jewish children. Educotion wqs
free with middcy meqls supplied to the children. Till
his decth in 1886, ihe institution wqs mqintqined of Mr.
E. D. Ezrq's own erqpense. After his deqth, however,
his sons lost interest in the venture and it was left to q
few Iewish philctthropists, heqded by the lcte Mr.
A-brahcm Hcyoo Gubboy, to keep the institution qlive.
The nqme oI the institution wcrs chtnged to the "Talmud
Torqh". Till 1907, it wqs successlully mcncrged by Mr.
A. E. Gubbcy in the nqme of the communiiy.

Despite the qbsence of q benelqctor qnd with little
qssistqnce from the community, these devoted men
mancaed to-teep the institution going, mainly through
their own efforts. It w.'s ., bl-eqk 

-period in the hir-
tory_ oI the school. Very lew pupils could be qbcom-
modqted qnd the level of educqiion wcs utr to Standqrd
III only.

Two articles from the pen oI Mr. I. A. Isqqc, which
g_ppecred in the "Voice of Sinci" in lg04 qnd in the
"Hebrewry in 1907, gloringly exposed the deploiobtJ"orr-
ditions which prevailed a[ ttrdt time. The tenor of the
orticles rqn qs follows:

"With a population of more thah 2,000 in Calcutta, we
have no schoor for- our boys; they are reft to the mercy of the
christian missionaries and those who attend christian schoors
are black-mailed by being charged over and above the sum
paid by the christian children. Some time agq when it was
rumoured that the missionaries were going to open a boarding
school for the indigent Jewish children, we raised a hue and cry
at the very idea, but since then have we stirred ourselves even
an inch to relieve their want?,, (,,Voice of Sinai,,, July g, lg}4).
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"An Opportrmi$ for a millionairc'.'r

"You have just to go into the heart of Hurriahutta leaving
the Parsee Hotel and here you will find horrors shocking to tho
civilised world."

"Behind the screen of this "City of Palaces" there abounds
untold misery and degradatio,n."

"As soon as the child passes the crawling stage, he is sent
by his parents either to a Hebrew Mission School contributed
and controlled by Christians where free education is imparted,
or to a sort of Jewish School called Talmud Torah where thero
is the only advantage of geting one free meal with niggardly
or no education at all. These young souls are found at ahnost

any time prowling around Jewish houses for a pice. Most of
them are half nude and those of them who have clothes are dirty
and in tatters. Look at their faces, they look bright and prc-
mising with doubtful destiny in store for them. Once this
spirit of beggary is stamped into their system they find it very
hard, nay impossible, to lift themselves up to lead a life of
usefulness. If the men are so very degraded we leave orr
readers to imaginer the condition of the weaker sex, who entirely
depend upon their lords for support and protection.',
("Hebrew', ,June 14, 1907).

Reclising thqt the institution could not survive, let
alone improve, without proper bccking from the com-
pu_l{y, Mr, A, _!. Gubbcy convened c public meeting
in 1907 qt the "Mcghen Dcvid" synogogue with a view
to <r!,pointing a properly constituted mcrnagement to
run the "Tqlmud Torch." This resulted in the formq-
tion of o committee of nine members with Mr. Ezrc
Aaron Arckie qs Honorqry Secretcry cnd Mr. M. A.
Scssoon qs Honorory Trecsurer. Elections to this body
were held crnnuclly at the Genercl Meeting of the sub-
scribers. From lg07 to 1942, Mr. Ezrq Aqron Arqkie,
qn M. A. of Ccmbridge qnd cl Bqrristerqt-tqw, serveC
the institution with single-minded devotion. A tireless
social worker, he gcve all his time qnd energy to the
ccuse of the poor crnd neglected youth.
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With his dynamic personclity and high social sta-
tus, he was qble to rqise Iunds for the school in the
shape oI gifts ond legccies which now form the mcjor
por_tion of the school's trust funds. Simultqneously
with giving the school finqnciql stability, he set obout
raising its educqtionol stcrndords. He introduced secu-
lcr subjects in the curriculum crnd won recognition of
the school from the government. From the lowly stc-
tus of a primory school, the level of educqtion rose
until cqndidqtes were being sent up lor the Senior
Combridge Overseqs Exqminqtion ctnd the Boqrd of
Apprenticeship Primory Excrminotion.

With the steqdv progress of the "To1mud Torqh"
ond the "Jewish Girls'School", the rivol Hebrew Mis-
sion School wqs forced to close down in lgl2 for 1qck
of pupils. The progress of the "Tqlmud Toroh" wcrs
not, however, qchieved without numerous difficulties,
not the leost being inter-rivolries qnd jealousies be-
tween the Mqnqging Committee qnd some members
of the community and between personclities. The re-
sult wos thqt insteqd of heolthy'co-operqtion in build..
ing up the existing institution, rivol institutions snd
organisations were set up thereby dissipoting the ener-
gies of the community. For instcrnce, in 1907, Mr. I. A.
isoqc, himself cr greot sociql worker, set ur: a rivql in-
stitution, the "Benevolent Home ond Orphoncge', in
Weston Street with the help of foreign Iews Hvlng in
Cqlcutta. In 1910, with the deportuie of the for6ign
Jews, the institution fciled. Similcrly, other rival 5r-
gcnisotions {ciled for want of funds cnd lqck of co-
operotion. That the "Tqlmud Torqh" wqs qble to mqke
the progrgss it did in the fccd of these difficulties, specks
volumes for the tremendous zeol qnd unswerving dedi-
cqtion of Mr. Ezra Aoron Arakie.

4 gr"_oJ decl of credit, however, must also go to
Ivlr..Elios Meyqr, a millionqire of Singopore, whb, in
1924, donated the lqnd qnd hqlf the coit of the present
threestoried building comprising the school piemises
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ot No. 50 Bowbqzqr Street. In token of this contribution,
the nqme oI the school wcs changed to the "Eliqs
Meyer Free School and Talmud Torqh." In 1939, Mrs.
Florq Meyer, widow of Mr. Elios Meyer, donoted the
sum of Rs. 375,000 in terms of the trust deed which is
now the operctive constitution of the school.

The school normally qccommodqtes about 150 stu-
dents Ior whom educqtion, books ond meqls crre free.
In cddition, they receive clothing twice q yeqr before
the High Holidoys.

With the qdvent of World Wqr II qnd the indepen'
dence of Isrqel, the exclusively Jewish chqrqcter ol the
school underwent c chonge. Due to the lcrge-scale
emigrction oI the Cclcuttc Iews to Isrqel and other
countries, the number oI pupils in the school diminished
consider bly. With too few pupils ond too mcmy
tecchers, it wqs becoming uneconomicql to run the in-
stitution. Thus it wqs decided to tqke in non-Iewish
children but only on cr poying bcsis. The beneIil oI the
trust funds were exclusively reserved for the Jewish
students. This move brought a welcome source of in-
come to the school cnd helped to oflset the losses in-
curred in mqintqining the hostel which hcd too few
boqrders. It clso helped to rqise the teqchers' sqlcries
and improve the school's amenities.

Todcy the school is run by cr Iewish Mcnoging
Committee. In addition to education the Committee
Icys stress on mqintcining the Jewish trcditions for the
Iewish students cnd on the building up of charqcter
ond personclity in all the students. Although the future
of the institution is bright, the continued spcte of emi-
grction creqtes cr source of worry.

The present Secretory cnd Principcl is Mr. Moses
Elias who held these positions very capcbly since 1956.
Prior to this, he wcs Secretcry in tgSt. ThL committee
consists of the following members:
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Officiol Trustee of Bengcrl Inspector of Schools, qnd
Messrs. E. I. Sqmuel, Gercld Craig, Nissim Meyer,
Aqron Arqkie, Aqron Hcrzqri, Mordi Cohen, Cyril
Cohen.

The Jewish Women's Lecrgue:

The turn of the century saw the Iewish commu-nity
ct Cclcutta lirm1y established. Mcrny of its 

-members
hcd become prominent qnd wealthy citizens. However,
a sizeqble seition ol the community fcriled to grasp the
numerous opportunities offered with the result that th-e1'

remqined steeped in poverty cnd ignoronce. They did
not even oppecr to liqve ony desire to work Ior their
living but wLre content to depend on qlms for their
existence. Their numerous children, clad in rqgs, were
qllowed to go from door to door soliciting qlms. Their
living conditions were cr nightmcre.

With cr view to erqdiccrting this evil qnd in order to
try to infuse into these p"opi" c sense-of-p-urpose in
Ufb, q group of lcdies led by Miss Kate Judqh decided
to lornicr Lecrgue. Thus, in 1913, wqs born the "Jewish
'Women's Lecrgue" to promote the sociql, civil, morql,
intellectuql cnd spirituol welfare of the poor. A com-
mittee wqs set up Consisting of 15 members, Iive of whom
lrere elected qs office'beqrers. The lirst committee
consisted of the following:

President: Mrs. E. E. D. Ezro'

VicePresident: Mrs.S. I. Ezekiel.

Joint Honorary Secretcnies: Mrs. Zachorioh qnd

Mrs. E. S. Mingoil.
Honorcry Trecrsurer: Mrs. Simon J. Cohen.

Committee Members: Mrs. E. M. Cohen, Mrs.
Hyam Curlender, Mrs. Angelinc Duke, Mrs. A. Gross-
mqn, Mrs. Rqmc Leveroy, Mrs. Joe Minney, Mrs. M. A.
Sqssoon, Miss Reginq Guha, Miss Muslech qnd Miss R.
Moses.
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- Th"y lqunched cr programme qimed ot relieving
the distress of the poor qnd mqking them Ieel wqnted
in society. _ Entertqinments qnd get-togethers werg
orgonised, homes cnd hospitqls visited cnd funds rqis-
e-d for the poor. Fund-rcising however proved to be cr
slow qnd lqborious task despite the zeol shown by the
volunteers. Over the first few yeors only Rs. 2,500 in
all, could be collected through raffles, Ioncy Iqirs qnd
other forms oI entertqinment -The First worlld wcr also
drew owcry cr number of subscribers who turned their
attention to the wqr effort when they begcn sendinq
regulcr comfort-pqrcels to the Iewisti trodps in Meso.
potcmia. However, under the joint-secretaryship of
Miss E. M. D. Cohen (Lqter Mrs. A. Curlender) antl
Mrs.I. S. Duke,_ the orgonisotion continued to grolvqnd collections increqsed. The Leogue olso wid6ned
its interests. For instqnce, tiffin qnd-tes begcn to be
served to poor children who did not hqve on-y in thei,
own homes. Also twice cr yeqr before pesqh qnd Rosh
Hqshqnnq, gifts of rice, meqt ond clothes were distri
buted but this function wqs lqter tqken over by the
Jewish Chcritoble Fund.

Educqtion for the_poor children wqs c crying need,
As qlready stcted, children either did not go io any
school whqtsoever, or qttended the free-Christion
Hebrew Mission School. The Leogue, therfore, closelyqssocioted itsell with the "]ewish Girls' ond the leshu-
run Free School" *L"rg they obtoined every co-operc-
tion from the Rev. E. M. D. Cohen . The- Lecgue i;;
to be thanked for the estqblishment of the Jewish-Girls'
Hostel for students.

In order to protect Iewish children from christiqnis-
ing influences, the League withdrew 15 girls from the
Hebrew Mission schoo[ ond had them id*itt"d irrto
the Jewish Girls'School. By_1g52, the Lecg"" *"" p"y-ing for the education oJ 2z qxls. schorlrships wereqlso offered to poor girls for iicining in medicine oncl
the qrts. Since, however, there w6re no oppliccnts,
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the funds were eventuqlly utilized for teqching needle-
work qnd dress-mcking to the children at the "Tqlmud
Torch."

Mcny other plcns were formuloted with vcrrying
degrees of success. A medicql ponel consisting oI Dr.
Hqnnqh David Duke Sqssoon ond Dr. Rcchel Cohen
qssisted by two Indiqn Doctors, Sen qnd Mqitrq, attend-
ed to the girls qt the Jewish Girls' School. A Bureau
wqs qlso set up to strecrmline the collection of gifts cnd
donqtions the tcsk previously carried out through
individucl efforts. In 1923, only Rs. 250 wcrs collected
which increosed to Rs. 5,000 by 1930. This cctivity
however, grcduolly fcded qwcy. As cr long-term re-
liel meqsure, it wcs intended to set up a home Ior des-
titutes cnd cppeals for funds were sent out. Only Mr.
Ncthcn Perry responded to this <rppecl. He offered
to furnish q building to cccommodqte 30 persons qnd
to pcy the rent in qdvcrnce for 20 yecrs provided the
mqintenqnce wcs pcid from other sources. Unfortu-
nctely, nobody cqme Iorwqrd to gucrrcrntee this mcin-
tenqnce ond the scheme lell through. Mr. Perry how-
ever, mqde qnother opprocrch by contributing Rs. 5,000
to the Leogue.

Despite such discppointments, the LecAue con-
tinued to ccrry out its noble work. Due to vorious
fund-raising cctivities qnd generous donqtions fron
weclthy philcnthropists, including Sir Victor Sqssoon,
Mr. Ronald Sqssoon crnd the Countess of Recding, the
finonciql stcbility of the League becqme established.
In 1922 its ccpitcl wqs Rs. 34,000 qnd by 1925 it hcd
risen to about Rs. 50,000.

In 1929, the Leogue wqs registered qs cr Society.
Some of its oims were as follows:-

(a) To take all measures expedient or necessary to help the
Jewish poor and depressed classes.

(b) To act as guardian for unprotected Jewish children or
Jewish children needing to have a guardian or guardians
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appointed of the persons or property or both of such
children and to act as such guardian in case of need and
to make all applications to court as necessary or expedient.

(c) To promote the social, civil, moral, intellectual and spiri-
tual welfare of the Jewish poor.

(d) To establish, conduct and carry on houses, clubs and hostels
for the' Jewish poor and generally to relieve their distress.

(e) To place poor Jewish children in schools and to pay school
fees and other charges on their behalf.

(0 To take atrl steps to rescue Jewish children from surrouncl-
ings which may be considered dangerous or undesirable to
them physically or morally.

(g) To take such steps by oral or written appeals both private
and public as may from time to time be expedient or neces-
sary for the purpose of procuring contributions to the funds
of the League in the shape of donations or subscriptions
or otherwise.

(h) To acquire, by purchasq lease, gift or otherwise, property
moveable or immoveable and whether subject to any special
trust or not for aoy one or more of the objects of tho
I-eague.

In addition to the above, the League published the following
aims with its annual report of 1936:-

1. To render relief to persons in distress.

2. To provide for children, especially orphans, by sending
them as boarders, paying tleir fees and supplying them
with clothes, books, etc.

3. To pay fees for public examinations in the case of very
poor children.

4. To pay motor licence fees etc. in the case of those who
cannot affgrd to pay.

5. To relieve the sick by supplying them with injections and
medicines according to the instructions of the doctor in
charge and if necessary to supply them with nurses.



45

6., To pay tuition fees to schools for teaching poor girls and
boys typewriting and shorthand.

?. To advance small sums of money to especially deserving
cases to help them to start business in a very small way
and endeavour to recover the entire amount irom the parties
as may be possible.

8. To act as guardians of orphans left destitute.

9. To try and save the young from going astray.

Two yeors lqter item 7 wqs substituted by the fol-
lowing (evidently due to the chqnged circumstunces)
"To pcry pqssqges when qbsolutely necessory."

The Lecaue actively cooperqted with the greot indus-
triqlist, Mr. B. N. Elios in getting employment for mqny
of the Jewish unemployed, thereby inculccting in them
q sense of self-respect. AIso, in 1940, d scheme wqs
drawn up with the co-operotion of the Director of In-
dustries, Bengol, to impcrt techniccl troining in such
smqll-scqle industries qs bee-keeping, pottery-moking
qnd weqving. This scheme, however, wcrs not very
successful ond wqs lqter qbqndoned.

Appalled by the conditions under which infqnts
qnd nursing mothers were compelled to live with no
externql oid except whct could be procured from the
St. John's Ambulqnce Clinic, the Lecgue, headed by
lady Bqchel Ezrq., set up in 1928, the "Jewish Women s
Leogue Boby Clinic", which lqter cqme to be known
as the "Iewish Bcby Welfqre". Starting off with cr
bud_get of Rs. 3,000, ten bobies were selecied Ior specicrl
medicql cqre qnd nourishment. Dr. Rcchel eohen
wqs the first mediccl prcctitioner in chcrge of the clinic
crnd Miss Hqnnah Ephroim the Matron. Expensive
medicines were donoted qnd services were rendered
by Pr.- Enc Mitr<r. In 1936, the Clinic becqme c iegis-
tered body qnd qnnounced its qims qs follows:-

(a) To provide for the babies, free milk and fruit juice daily,
and tonic whenever necessary.
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(b) To provide free medical advice to mothers and babies once

a week, also all kinds of medicines including tonics and

other body-building foods.

(c) To import free instructions about the best modern methods

of bringing up babies.

(d) To impart free hygienic instruction with particular reference

to proper ventilation, sanitation, consistent cleanliness in

body and clothes, scrupulous avoidance of dust, regular

baths, plenty of fresh air and the value of vitamins in food.

(e) To take such steps by oral or written appeals both private

and public as may from time to time be deemed expedient

or necessary for the purpose of procuring contributions to

the funds of the Clinic in the shape of donations or sub-

scriptions or otherwise.

(0 To erect or purchase a small building, funds allowing, for
the use of the Clinic.

Aided by further gilts and legccies from members
of the community, including Miss Rqmqh Moses, S. I.
Solomon, Mrs. Mulca Meyer, Mrs. M. Eliqs Nqhoum
Dqvid, Acron Bcphcel Gubbcy qnd Mrs. Sclly Iudch
crnd with grants-incid from the Corporqtion (which
lqtter were discontinued in the eorly 1950's) the Leogue
wqs able to ccrry out mqny other good works. By co'
operating with "St. Jqmes' School" qnd "Entclly Con-
vent", Iewish Boys cnd Girls were tqken in as boqrders
in these institutions. Orphans were qlso qccommodqt-
ed in the Kalimpong Homes. Consumptive patients
were sent to the Pendra Rocrd Sqnqtorium for treqtment
qnd the S. P. C.I. trqined mqny Jewish boys.

In 1937, the tecgue cffilicted itself to the Bengcl
Presidency Council of Women thus linking its qctivi-
ties with those of the women's orgonisctions in the
Council. Miss Bamch Moses wcrs the Lecgue's Iirst
representqtive on this Council. One of the joint ccti-
vities undertaken by the qffiliqted orgcrnisctions of the
Council wcs the relief work cqrried out during World
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wcr II in connection with the Red cross society. The

uitoit= "t 
Mrs. Seemch Luddy were outstanding in this

i"g"ia. Another ioint activilf was the feeding_of the

hu-ngry, particuloriy during the terible Benggl Fqmine
i" r6ab.^ In 1947,ih" Leigue contributed Rs. 2I,000
at two functions held ct the Grond Hotel, to the RelieI
Fund orgcnised by the West Bengol Governor for the
victims of the Pcrtition of India.

During the wqr, the Leogue qlso extended relief
to the Jeliish wor refugees from Burmo ond contri'
buted to the rehobilitction of those rendered homeless
during the Japcnese bombing of the city.

In 1938, the Lecgue celebrqted its Silver Jubilee.
Its many successes were recqlled despite the severe
hcndiccps of lcrck of finqnce qnd fclcilities thct it had
to.face during the 25 yeqrs of its history. Nevertheless,
it cleorly proved thct its members were possessed of
the deteiminqtion to strive, to seek, qnd never to yield.

Every member of the League ploved her pcrt with
commendqble zeql crnd it is difficult to single out cny
one for speciol mention. However, in going through its
records some nctmes seem to occur frequently or to be
emphasised for some speciol efforts. Mrs. (lqter Lcdy)
D. E. D. Ezro for instqnce, cppeqrs to hqve served os
President Ior a number of ye<rrs. Lody Rochel Ezrcl.,
noted lor her outstcnding chcrrities, wqs made life-
President in 1934. Miss Rcmch Moses who looked after
the destinies of two generations of students qt the
"]ewish Girls' Scho6l" wqs q long-stonding committee
member. Orr her 70th birthday q purse of Rs. 5,00!J
collected in her honour, wqs used by her to create a
"Holidoy Fund" so thot eqch yeqr, some poor child
could hqve cr decent holiday. Drs. Rcchel Cohen cnd
Hqnnah D. D. Sassoon devoted their professionql ser-
vices during the Lecgue's struggle ogcinst diseqse and
mqlnutrition. Mrs. Curlender (formerly Miss Scra
E. M. D. Cohen) dcughter of Rev. E. M. D. Cohen
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qdorned the Lecgue Ior mony yeqrs qnd revitqlised it
with her personolity ond drive. Miss Sclly Gubbcry
is qssociqted with the success of the lewish Boby Wel-
fqre. Then there were Mrs. I. Curlender, Miss R.
Luddy, Mrs. Tqbby Solomon, the Musleqh sisters, Mrs.
Hannqh Meyer, Mrs. I. R. Jqcob qnd q host of others
too numerous to relqte in a work of this size qnd scope.
Vor_y of these lcdies olso contributed financiolty to
the Lecgue funds.

Of the mcny donors to the tecrgue's funds, specicl
mention must be made of Mr. Aqr6n Haphcil GuUUcy
qnd Mr. Rophcil Aqron Gubboy whb contributed
Bs. 134,000 .qnd Rs. 84,000 respectively to the League.

After the wor, another Bs 7,000 cqme from the A.
R. Gubbay Trust Fund. Other new sources of income
lor the Lecgue qre the "J. E. Ioseph Chcritoble Trust
Fund," London, which contributed Letween f 100-f 150
per yeqr, the "Stqfford Sqssoon Memoriol Fund," Lon-
don, which contributed Rs. I,S00 "cnnuolly. The
"$gbboy Jewish Women's League Benefit Trusi Fund,,
of Rs. 30,000 cnd the "Lcrdy Rachel Ezrc Charitcble
Tlust" \,rrhich brings in Rs. 5-,000 per yeqr.

The Ezra Hospitcl:

Prior to 1886, there wqs no hospitcl in Cclcuttq ex-
clusively meqnt for the lews, qnd Jewish pctients hcd
no other recourse but to go to the vqrious public hos-
pitals in the city. Those fortunate enough io qfford it,
were cble to mqke their own privcte -orrongements
I_or Kosher {ood, special diets, peisoncl crttendc-nts qnd
tt_re religious ceremonies qssociqted with the lqst rites.
with a_view_to providing these very qmenities tor tne
poor, Mrs. Mozelle Ezri founded qnd built the Ezrq
hospjtcl_in 1886. It wqs dedicqted to the *"*o.y of
her husbqnd.

situcted in the _con-rpound of the cqlcutta Mediccl
College Hospitol, the building consists of t*o ffooo,
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eqch hoving eight cubicles flqnked by two lgtg?t rooms'
It w61s cble [o o-"co**odqte 54 patients .,nd hqd enoug]r
spqce for a dispensory, nurse's- room qnd store room'
ItU t926, the Ezios mqintqined the hospitcl themselves.
In thct yeqr, however, it wqs mqde over to the govern'
ment. h trust fund of Rs. 22,000 wqs deposited with
the Accountqnt Generql, Bengol, for the purpose of
providing cr ritual slaughterer (Shohet), speciol Kosher
iood, cr iewish kitchen, cr cook ond sweepers. The
odministrqtion of the Trust fund wqs left crt the discre-
tion of the government. It was also crgreed that, ii
beds were not occupied by lewish patients, they could
be utilised for non-Jewish potients. The corpus of this
trust fund now exceeds Rs. 30,000.

A Iurther sum of Rs. 10,000 wqs doncted for the
use of the hospitol by Mr. Ezekiel Sqleh Moses in 1930.

In 1941, Sir Dqvid Ezrq creqted the "F-ztq Hospitol
Endowment Fund" with c corpus of Rs. 81,300. The
object of this fund was to provide additional doy and
night nurses os reguired, more meniql stqff, speciol
medicines, surgiccl instruments ond apporqtus not
recdily cvailqble in the public hospitol and surgicol
uppliances for those discharged pctients who hcd need
ol them.

Sir Dqvid died on August 2g, Lg47. In his will it
wcs stipuloted thot yet qnother trust fund, "The Rschel
cnrd David Ezra Dietary Trust Fund,"'be set up with a
corpus of Rs. 50,000. As its ncrrne implies, this lund
wcs to qssure the proner observonce of ceremonicrl ond
dietcry lqws for Iewish pctients but it qlso provideC
Ior other bene{its qs considered necesscry for the
potients.

These trust funds were to be qdministered by u
committee under the Chcirmcrnship of the Superinten-
dent of the Medicql College Hospitcl and three norni-
nees of the Ezrc fcmily. The current nominees ore
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Mr. I. M. Dqvid, Mr. N. B . Eliqs ond Mr. I. R. Cohen .

This committee hqs no power over the internql qdmin-
istrqtion of the Ezrq Hospitol.

Very few Jewish pctients hqve been qdmitted into
the Ezra Hospital with the result thot the Trust Funds
hqve hordlv ever been utilised. Only Rs. 220 were
utilised out of the "Ezr,c Hospital Endowment Fund"
whose corpus is now Rs. 112,000. The fund hqs an
qnnuql surplus of Rs. 3,000. The "Rqchel and DoviC
Ezra Fund" hqs never been utilised of cll crnd its corpus
now stqnds ot Rs. 65,000.

As the citv grew, the demqnd lor beds in its vorious
hospit'uls increqsed greatly with the result that the
"Eztq. Hospitcl" wqs invoricbly full to capacity. Con-
sequently, Jewish patients found it extremely difficult
to gain crdmittqnce into the hospitcl. At the instqnce
of the lote Mr. I. S. Musleah and with the co-operq-
tion of the committee of the "Ezrcr Hospitcl Endowhent
Fund," the mqtter wc's taken up with the qdministrqtion
resultin-g in certqin permqnent concessions being
grcnted. Thenceforth, two beds on ecrch floor were
kept reserved for Iewish pctients who were olso per-
mitted to employ cttendcnts with the permission of
the Medicql officer on duty. Negotiation for furthei
concessions continued qnd the government lqter con-
ceded thqt no Iewish potient mLriting hospitclisqtion
wodld be refused qdmission. Further*6r., it wqs
ogreed that, in the event of the "Ezrcr. Hospitol,, ceqsincl
to exig! hospitol fees poid by ony Iewish pctient inqny governmentsp_onsored hospital under the ouspices
of the Medicol College would be reimbursed by the
Trust Fund

. _The total copitcl of the "Ezrq Hospital,, eqrmqrked
for Iewish potients is'qbout Rs. 225,00'0 qnd its income
is cbout Rs. 6,500
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The I. S. Musleah Memoricl Clinic:

Apcrt from the "Ezrq H91pitgl" qnother institution,
the I. S. Musleqh Memoriol Clinic wcs set up for treat-
ment of Jewish Pctients.

Outdoor treqtment is carried out at 109 Ccrnning
Street qnd, in crddition, two rooms loaned from the
"Mcrghen Dqvid" synqgogue were converted into a
dispJnscry cnd coniuking room. In 1961. thil Institu'
tioi incur-red expenditure crmounting to Rs. 2,000 for
hospitcrlisation of potients qnd it is low.under_g_oing cr

fincncial crisis. It is c pity thqt the "Ewq. Hospitol
Trust Funds" cqnnot be utilised to bolster this institution.

A Prominent Socicl Worker:
A prominent committee-member of the obove clinic

worthf of specicl mention is Miss Mqrie Mordecqi. The
dcughier o[ the lqte Isqqc Mordecqi, who stqrted the
welllknown mcngo-pickle, chutney eind condiment
factory in Cqlcutta under the name of Daw Sen & C,o.,

she linds time for innumerqble socicrl activities in spite
of hecvy businessresponsibilities. She wcsthe lirst Vice'
President of the Jewish Wo:oen's Lecgue in Calcutta,
Honorcry Secretcry of the lewish Girls' School and its
hostel, Honorcry Treqsurer of WIZO (Women's Inter'
nqtioncl Zionist Orgcnisction). She wqs member of
the committees of severcl orgcnisotions like The Iewish
Associqtion, Educcltion qna Employment oI the
Y.W.C.A. qnd q Founder Member of the BIue Tricngle
Club for Working Girls of the Y.W.C.A. During _the
wcr, she worked on severcl proiects like First Aid,
Home Nursing, Air Rcid and Diversional Therapv for
the School, viliting of hospitcls, etc. She also worked
qs Honorqry Secretary lor the Iewish Refugee Asse
ciation in Cclcuttc throughout the war yeqrs crnd after.

Miss Mordecai seems to be born for this ffie ol
work qs she took to social work right from her school
dcys.



ArcrLie: Founder, 'Elicrs Meyer FreeF.ag
& Tcrlmud Torch."
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CHAPTER IV

CUSTOMS AND USAGES

The customs qnd uscges, proverbs ond superstitions
constituting the Iolklore of the Colcutta Iews (cs well
qs Bombqy Iews of Ircqicrn origin) qre distinctly,peculicr
and derive Irom their Iroqian forebecrrs who in tttrn were
groctly infllrenc-ed by the general beliefs oI the people
omongst whom they sojourned lor centuries. Their
idioms qnd mqnner oI speech in Arcbic are of o jovicl
type and elftrde commonsense. Certqin expressions
qre so grcphic in depicting subtle shades of idecrs qs
perhops to defy excrct translqtion into other lcrngrtrcges.

This chopter describes in brief some of their rites
qnd customs relqting to childbirth, marriage cnd deoth
qs well cs their superstitions crnd proverbs.

Childbirth:

It is still g"rr"roily believed thot q newborn child
qnd its mother cre pcrrticulcrly vulnercrble to the in
Iluences oI demons qnd evil spirits qnd there crre mcmy
rites lor their protection. For instqnce, it is o common
beliel thot the hcnging of apotropaic (evil-repelling)
qrticles besides mother cnd child or'of tying them to
their heods, protects them from demons.

Then there is the ceremony ccrlled "Dusqn el
'Atbch" i.e. "Stepping over the Threshold". No one
mcry visit two houses where bqbies hqve been newly-
born without brecking journey qt c hclf-wcy house,
i.e., stepping over its threshold between such visits.
The night of the 6th dcy qnd the evening of the 7th
dcry cre ccrlled respectively, "teilt elcitti" qnd "Leilt
'Akd el Yqs." On these niEhts, the newborn must be
ccrried in the lcp ond not plcced in its cradle. The
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night ol the 6th dcy is qlso qssociqted with the custom
cqlled "Shqshcq". On this night little boys ccrrying
melon peels or potsherd in their hqnds, cpproach the
house where the child hos been born. A mixture ot
sqflron and water is poured over these qrticles which
qre then thrown qwqy qs the boys repeatedly chcnt
"Shqshact". The boys then depqrt after being given
sweets or roqsted grom qnd wqter-melon seeds. It is
on this 6th night too thcrt the girl bobies crre nqmed by
the midwife.

Circumcision:

The myrtle plont, ,qs associated with birth.
wedding crnd buricl ceremonies, goes bcrck to
Tqlmudic times. It is qlso used in the cere'
monies connected with the circumcision of children.
The Ircqiqn Jews exploined the use of myrtle at these
ceremonies by deriving its Arqbic nome Akd el-Ycs
from the nctme oI the prophet Khidr Elvos cnd the
Arqbic ncme for myrtle el-Yqs. In fact, myrtle hqs been
used os q protection caoinst demons since Tqlrnudic
times. fhe Chita's fcrther, on the evening preceding the
eighth day cfter birth, lcys out o feqst ct which Hebrew
and Arabic songs are iung. The next morning, the
Iather goes to the synagogue and the child is tqken
there f6r circumcision by its mother accompqnied by
qnother lady. During the ceremony cr special service
peculior to Boghdqdil is performed. The rules of this
iervice mcy be found in the booklet "Sorkhe Huppah
Wu-Millah" (Bqghdod, 1892).

Pidyon:

The lrcqicn Jews preserve the custom of redeern'
ing the first-born mcrle by cr Cohen (high priest) with q
bag of silver coins (qucrrter-rupee pieces) which qre
then distributed to the guests. The ceremony is cele-
brqted 40 dcys qfter the first mole child is born with
great festivities. The father qrrqnges o lig bcnquet
lbr the relqtives and friends. Such invitqtions qre ctn'
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nounced in the synqgogue o.nd in more recent times,
they hove olso been issued in print.

As in olden times, the Bcrghdccii Jews today pre-
serve the custom of betrothcrl (Erusin) before the qctuql
marriuge (Nissuin) with on interval iong or short be-
tween the two. Although betrothcl is not actuclly c
mcnricge, it is considered cs binding os mcrrioge, for
should it be dissolved, ritucrl divorce becomes neces-
sary. The burden of expenses for wedding festivities
Iqlis on the fqther of the bridegroom, slthough it is not
uncommon Ior the bride's father to beqr pcrrt oI the
expenses.

The ceremony of the "Leilt e1-Hinni" or "Leilt el-
Khqdboh" is performed on the eve of the mqrriqge.
The nqil of the bridql couple cnd of the Shusbin qre
painted to protect them from demons. This custom Is
qlso shqred by the North-Africqn Iews. The bride.
groorn sends hennq, sweets, gloves, shoes ond wax-
cqndles to the bride's house. As q Iurther protection
ogoinst demons, leoves from the rue plont ore placed
in a trcy contqining sugqr ccndy and sent from the
brldegroom's house to the bride's. It is qfter this that
the Kiddushe Erusin, or the lirst morriage is performed
in the house of the bride to the qccompqniment of
music cnd Hebrew qnd Arabic songs. The cbsence of
songs ond music ori this occqsion is considered to be
u bcd omen. For the weddinq ceremony the bridegroom
sends out invitqtions through the beqdle of the-sync-
qogue. Guests qrrive clcd in their usual qttire but
sometimes uninvited persons ottend. They, however,
do not wecr traditionql dress but qttend in c guise
known cs "tqbdil."

There is qlso the custom known qs "HIeehiI"
whereby the bridegroom is cclled upon to reqd the
Iesson in the synqgogue on the two Scturdoys preced-
ing ond succeeding his wedding dcy while the lqdies



55

in the upper gclleries intermittently let out c peculicr,
shrill ond prolonged ccll oI joy "Kill-lili-1i1i....". On
this occasion qlso, tiny sweets with cloves qnd ccrrdcr-
morns qre thrown qt the bridegroom.

For those who cqn qfford. it, q second wedding
ceremony is perlormed in the bride's house. On this
occctslon, the nuptiol conopy (Huppch), is not used;
insteqd o cloth is held before the bride by two men.

On lecving her porents'house for her future home,
the bride is qccompcrnied by her femole friends crnd
relqtives. They take qlong with them c loaf of brecd
qnd q poir of fowls. Her husbqnd then qrrives with
c stctely procession of friends, relqtives, pipers cnd
drummers, to be greeted by the bride ond her friends.
Next q locf of brecrd is broken over the heqd oI the
groom cnd his best mon. Lcrstly, there is c bcnguet
c.t which cll but the bride's people attend.

The Colcutta Jews still preserve the festivcl of seven
days with the usuql benedictions cs laid down by the
Tofinud (Shebq-Berqkhot). During this festivql He-brew
cnd Arqbic songs qre sung by professionql singers.
Women singers cqlled "Dqkkqkat" sing to the qccom-
pcrniment oI music ccrlled "Jqlwoh". Throughout this
period the bride cnd bridegroom mcry not leqve their
homes except to cttend the synagogue, nor cre they
permitted to remqin without compcnions. On the first
qfternoon, while the brideqroom is still in the house,
the cook who is employed for this week, sticks three
cooking spikes into the ecnth in the courtycrrd of the
hoirse. When he leqves qt the end of the week, he
drsws up these spikes qnd throws them behind him.
The ceremony is meqnt to counterqct the influence of
evil spirits.

The Shobbath after the wedding or the "Scrbt el
NisWcn", i.e. the Scrbbath of Women, is so nqmed be-
cquse on this dcy some veiled women, invited or un-
inVitdd, crowd to the newly-mcnried couple's house to
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look ot the bride. On this occqsion broadsheets crre
disployed on which qre shown the communitT
leqders' rules ond regulqtions qnd various chonges in
the wedding custorns over the centuries. There is clso
ct ceremony known qs "Fqtoh el Wooch" i'e. uncover-
ing the fcc-e which is held qbout 20 to 30 days after the
wedding ceremony.
Funerqls crrd buricls:

The funerql crnd buriul custorns of the Cqlcuttc
Iews also closellz follow the Boghdqdiqn customs. When
cr decth occurs the women of the househoid loosen their
hqir. The proclqmqtion of deoth is qnnounced in the
synqgogue qnd q bier is placed before the house of
the deceqsed. The "Tqhqrch" or rituql woshing is per-
formed in the house while the vroiling women cqlled
"Mekoneoth" in Hebrew qnd "Mq'qddedqt" in Arcbic,
chant elegies in Arcbic. Before the bier leqves the
house the mourners rend their gqrments while the
Sidduk hqDin is reqd. The bier is then carried out of
the house borne on the shoulders. At this stcge, Psalm
78 Verse 38 is recited cnd the mourners scry the short
Koddish. While the funer l procession proceeds clong
the street, the poem "Shokhene Bqte Horner" by
Solomon ibn Gqbriel is recited. In Bqqhdqd this is
trcditioo:slly done by o member of Hckhom Sqson
Mordecoi's fomily. Yemenite ]ews also recite this poenr
in their burial services. The Bcghdcdi rite of seven cir-
cuits is qlso adhered to, the Kcddish being sqid qfter
eqch circuit.

On reqching the buriql ground, the body is removed
from the bier which is then overturned. Alter the body
is lcrid to rest the grave is covered over with a cloth
cnd the mourners throw coins onto the cloth. No special
Koddish is said q{ter the buriql. As is done in Bcgh-
dad, q son mourning the deqth oI his pcrents ties q
hqndkerchief crround his neck. Women ot" oot o.t.
mitted to attend funerqls except those of recognised
cnd qu.rlified Rabbis. Funercrl orqtions qnd services

. A motor hcarse wes introdueerd by the Jewish Burial Board in 1929 wi(b much

oppooilion by the orthodox community, but it was gradually acc€pted by all'
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in the synqgogue qre olso permitted on these occqsions.
The liturgy for the burial services is tqken from the
booklets "Honhaghqt HM"K", Bcghdod, 1893 and Eilooi
Hqnnishmoth" Bcghdcd 1888-89.

After deqth there is o period of mourning for seven
doys. Thereqfter, during trre first yeqr, services qre held
in the house of mourning on Thursdcy and Sqturday
ofternoons. Services crre olso held on the twenty-
second dcry after deqth, called Shohr el-Nakis (i.e., the
incomplete month), on the qfternoon before the com-
pletion oI the eleventh month cclied Scnt el-Ncikis (the
incomplete year) qnd finqlly on the {irst onniverscry,
called Yom el-Sonqh (the doy of the yecr). After these
services it is trcditionql to serve fruits, coffee qnd home.
prepared biscuits nrcde cut of flour qnd oil in the form
of thin doughnuts cqlled "Kqqkcs" as mentioned in the
Tqlmud. During the seven-doy mourning period cnd
the doy of the deqth cnniversqry, it is customcry for
food to be distributed. Also, during the seven doys
of mourning the "Ashwiyyit e!-Mcyyit" (dinner of the
dead) is sent to the Hcrzzo'n of the syncgcgue to which
the deceqsed hcd- belonged os slso throughout the yecr
on Thursdqy ond Sqturdcy qfternoons. "Kqleichq",
consisting of flour mixed with butter qnd sugqr, bqked
into flot cakes and flcvoured with scrffron, crre distri-
buted omongst the relatives qnd friends ond those with
whom the deceqsed hod crny business deqlings during
his lifetime. This is done in the dqys of Ab precedin{
the fcst. The idea behind it is to qbsolve the deceqsed
from cny obligotions which he might have contracted
during his lifetime. Lostly, there is cr sweetmeat cclled
'lTimghiyee" or "I hqve forgiven X the son of Y". This
is meqnt to serve the same purpose crs the Kqleichq".

During the yecr of mourning, roasted wqter-melon
seeds crre never eqten by the mourners. This hcrs an
interesting origin. The cracking of wqter-melon seeds
between the teeth used to be considered qs q form of
crmusement, so much so, thqt c fiqure of speech wos
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coiiled lrom this custom by the Bcrghdcdi qncestors 6t
the Cqlcuttq lews. When the Baghdqdion Jews used
to soy "Ke id Tiksir Hob 'Alqyyi" (Art thou sitting and
crccking seeds over me"), whcrt they cctucrlly mecnt,
wcs, "Do you wont to qmuse yourself at my expense."?
During the week of mourning ond on Fridcrys of the
year of mourning, the grove of the dececsed is visited
qnd the "Hqshkqbcrh" recited. When visiting the syncr-
gogue on Scbbaths and festivqls, the mourner tcrkes
crlong a bottle of rose wqter (Kimkim) which is pcssed
crround the congregction who recite the proper bene-
diction. The custom of visiting graves durirlg the week
of mourning wos mentioned in one of the elegies by
Scrmuel haNoghid. In order to commemorcte the
memory of the dececrsed, it is customory for sacred
qrticles of worship to be dedicoted. Thus scrolls of the
lqw eneqsed in bequtiful vvooden cqskets overlcid with
gold or silver cqlled Sepharim qre dediccted to the
momory of the departed, tcrken in solemn procession
clong the streets of the citv crnd presented to the syna-
gogue on certqin hoiy days to the qccompcmiment of
the hymn "Simhoo Nc, Simhoo Nq, be-Simhath ho-
Torqh" qnd dqncing ond singing with great religious
Iervour.
Lcrrgucrge crnd Allegicrnce:

Although the lcngucge of the early settlers wqs
Arobic qnd differed from the Mqlqbcri (Mclcyclam) of
the Cochin Iews ond the Morothi of the Bene Isrcrel,
they grcducrlly cdopted Europecrn customs ond modes
of dress. Even English eventuqlly replaced Arcrbic cs
their mother-tongue durinq the British regime in Indiq.

Eleqzqr Irqki, the chronicler of Colcuttq, hqs re-
corded the pctriotic celebrations arranged in the two
sydcAogues on the occqsions of Queen Victoriq's birth-
dcry. Also special liturgicol pcmphlets with orders of
service for proyer were used oir such occcrsions qs the
'60th Anniversqry of the crccession of Queen Victoria, the
Coronotion of King Edwcrd YII cnd of King George V
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An intercession service wqs qlso held for the success oI
His Mojesty's troops during the First World Wqr. Today
this oltegionce is trqnsferred to the lawful Government
of. the doy.

Superstitions:

The Cqlcuttcr Jewish community have inherited
mqny interesting superstitions from their Boghdcdi on-
cestols. Some of these qre worth mentioning here.

Merchqnts with ink-horns must never enter the
house of o person suffering from meosles. On the third
dcy of the illness the pcrtient is tqken {or cr visit to the
synqgogue, but no two persons suffering from-meqsles
moy be tc&en to the synqgogue simultqneously.

If porents hqve lost a child, they must not jncur any
expenses crt the time of birth of their next child but must
beg the wherewithcl from strcngers, who are induced
to plcce money in the hcnd of the new-born child. On
Puiim, the mother must cqrry the bcby to the synq-
gogue, where strcngers put money into q box_ held by
the infont. The mother also must go from house to
house for this purpose. If the infant is c boy it is given
a ecrrring ond, if a girl, c nose-ring:. This custom is
trqceqble to se'odyqh Hussein of Boghdcd, fqther of
Hqkham Sqdkoh, whose child wqs thus protected after
the eqrlier children died in infoncy. Thus the nqme
"Sqdkcrh" meons chcrity. The child is referred to os
"Ibn el-Dqrb", i.e., child of the street.

The prcctice of corrying potients round the "Tebqh"
'in the syndgogues is also inherited from the Boghdcr'
diqn Jews. This proctice is colled "'Dwcrqt el Kbiri wo-
Dwqrqt el-Zghayri" or the Big qnd Smqll Circuits.

The prcctice of Msahbch or oppeosement of
demons is cqrried out before entering ct new house or
Iodging. On the evening before entering the house, o
bastat-containinq a looking-glcss, rue, ct new jug with
wcrter ond sweets ore sent to befriend the demons qnd



60

spirits in the house. This prcctice is called "el-Mcrndel"
in Arobic.

It is believed thot illnesses crre cqused by hqrmful
demons who, when hurt, qvenge themselves by
pcssing on their hurt to people. Thus, when q per.
son has been suffering for a long time, c professioncl
womcn is called in to appecse the demons by mcgic
spells cnd by offerings of food.

Dogs qnd cqts qre never kept. Blqck cots with
shining eyes ore considered to be possessed by demons
hence they ore never beaten but have to Ee driven
crwqy by bonging on the floor.

Before pouring hot wqter onto the ground the
demons living in the eorth ore wqrned so thct they con
cover their heads crnd not be scclded.

The throwing of scrlt crnd wcter into q river is qlso
cqlculqted to oppeqse demons which ccuse illnesses.
Chqrms cre qlso mqde from gcrlic ond turquoise as c
protection ogcinst demons.

4 stronge sncrke is considered to be the ongel of
death in disguise, therefore, it is never hurt.

Torkqh is q chorm against fright. A horseshoe is
heqted red hot qnd wqter is poured over it. The wctgr_
is then drunk. Thsi is calculoted to prevent fright.

These qnd mqny other superstitions inherited from
Bcghdad still persist in the Colcutta community. From
Bobylonicn times these ]ews hqve clung strongly to
these prqctices, despite numerous ottempls by nollis
to eradiccte them.

Proverbs:

A number of Baghdodian sayings cnd proverbs ore
in common usqge in the Cqlcuttc community. A fern,
of these crre cts follows:-

l. "Il indu jeejee Yidoinonu beidi". To him who
]rcs cr hen, qn egg is lent, i.e. o loqn is willingly given
to q mqn of meqns.
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2. "Khidh'liepel wulo'clihseer". ,.Tqke c mqn ef,
good fcrmily even if he be on mqtting. This Is qn odvice
to c fcther with o marricgecrble dcrughtu to choose q
mgn of good. flescent, even though he be very poor. ,

iyycmul'. A month in which you hcrve no,qccoUnt :to
settle, do not count its days, i.e,, do not meddle in peo,
ple's qffqirs which do not concern you. ,

. 4. "Hijcrcr il ma tirdqhq, tifshikh". The stone
which. you despise cqn cquse q frqcture, i.e... the smcrl-,

lest thing cqn be of great conS€euertc€;
5. "Beidi min beidi tiIsqd." An egg cqn be spoilt

by onother eg:g, i.e., bad society spoils good mqnners
or one scqbbed sheep inlects the whole flock.

6. "Il qdmi min rqmzq wul ihmqr rqfsct". The
mqn with q wink, the donkey with q kick, i.e., o hint is
sufficient for q wise mqn, cr fool must be pushed to do o
thin9.

7. "Il yiscwwi ruhu nikhqlc tilkitu ijjeejee." He
who reduces himself to groin will be pecked by the
hen. A mqn without self-respect will not be respected
by others.

8. "Kirsh i\ cbycd yimfc' yom ii qswqd." A whits
kirsh (i.e., o Turkish coin worth qbout two pence) will
come useful on q blqck dqv. Even the smallest thing
moy be useful in time of need.

9. "Herem innckli wulq brakhc biddqin ." Anv'
thing in cash (o bird in hond) qnd not c blessing on
credit, i.e., better the worse thing of present thon the
good thing delcyed.

10. "Rizk libzazeen 'qnd niswan ltm ithrot". C,otE

thrive neqr untidv women. Untidiness in women is the
blessing of cqts,

ll. 'Jibnqnuil qkkcIq yiwinnisnc, kashaf rcsu
wukhirr'anno." We brouaht the bqld-heoded to omuse
us but he uncovered his hecd ond frightened us. Ex:
pectations often lead to disappointments.
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CHAPTER V

COMMUNAL AFFAIRS

i Bight up to the eighteen-eighties oll power relcting
tg the religious, commuRql cnd sociql qffqirs of the
)cbmmunity were vested in the synogogue Mcnhigim
,representing the "Neweh Shqlom" qnd "Beth El" syno,
gogues.

This system of control found fovour with the mem-
bers of the community who implicitly obeyed the autho-
fity oI the Monhigim in qll mqtters relating to mcrri,cges,
divorces, registration of births, burirrls ond other cus-
toms such qs the sloughter qnd sqle of Kosher meqt.
The Mqnhigim clso qcted qs q liqison between the com-
munity qnd the Government of Indio in such mqtters
as m_ojority rights and privileges oI the community
members.

The system of government by the Monhigim func-
tioned smoothly ond hqrmoniously till the lBB0's when
internql rivclry crnd jealousy set in crnd the system be-
gan to disintegrate. This stcte of qffqirs cppeors to
have been brought obout by the rise of the Ezro
fcmily to c position of eminence in the community. Due
to their immense success in business they werb qble
to spend vcst sums for the building of most of the in.
stitutions for the communitlr ond to take a mcjor interest
in communql qffoirs. It appeored thct they were pro-
jecting business mqtters even into sociql qffqirs qnd
this led to differences qmong the leqders of the com-
munity. The chqnge of mcncgement of the Ezrq Bene-
volent Home and lhe deoth of Elios Dovid Ezra in 18g6
seemed to mqrk the fincl disintegrction of the old order.

With the dissolution of the old system q nurfiber oI
new bodiqs ond qssociqtions sprcrng-up eoch vying for
position of authoritv in the community. Howeve'r, tlese
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vcrious bodies grcdually cligned themselves into two
opposing factions which mcy be crpproprictely describ,
ed qs the conservqtives qnd the liberqls"

The conservqtive group wcrs strictly traditionql
ond built up its orgcnisotion on feudal lines. There
were no elections for the syncrgogue committees, cp.
pointments being solely by cooption or nominqtion 5y
the retiring committee members. These committeeJ,
however, hordly ever met cnd it wqs left to the personol
interest of the Honorcry Secretary crnd to trqdition to
cqrry on the business of the synqgogue.

The libercl group wqs led by the lqte Ezrq Arqkie.
He was c firm believer in democrqcy, strongly opposed
to the centrqlised form oI qdministrqtion cs-prLLtised
by the synqgogue Monhigim. In his campoign agcinst
this centralised c_uthority, he wqs cbly iupported by
other libercl.minded people, pcrrticulcrly Mr. I. A.
Isqqc. It wqs Ezrq Arqkie who wqs instrumental in
democrqtising the orgcnisqtion of the "Neweh Shqlom"
Synogogue. Under his liberql influence, cr number of
democrqtic organisctions sprang into being for purposes
of buriols, Musscr qrrqngements ond charltoble wbrks.
These orgcnisations were great successes in contrqst
to the failures of the Monhigim. Their success wqs due
in lcrge meqsure to the outstqnding cclibre of leqders
such as Ezrq Ezekiel. The common mqn, however, had
little ability in running these orgonisctions crnd, in the
qbsence of constructive leadership, wcs apt to become
confused. Nor could he anclyse the mqlqdies which
beset the community qnd seek qppropriqte remedies.
Thus the ground wos laid for the setting up of the
Jewish Associqtion whose purpose was to coordinote
the vqrious qctivities of the existing orgqnisations to
derive the mqximum benefit from them. The followincr
notice tqken from the pamphlet "Memorqndum of A*
sociotion and Rules qnd Begulctions" gives a cleqr
picture of the aim qnd functions of the Iewish Associcr-
tion of Calcutta.
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"There hqs been cr community of Jewish inhqbitcnts
in Cclcuttq since crpproximately the pcst 100 yecrs, qnd
vqrious institutions hqve from time to time been set up
within the community lor the welfqre o{ its memberi,
ond- generolly for sociql cndlor chcritoble work. Some
of these institutions thus cooidinqted were:

1. ' 
lllagheu David Slmagoguc;' 2. Beth-EI Synagoguet

3. Share Rasons Synagogueg
4. Maghen Aboth Synagogue;
5. Elias Meyer School;
6. Jcwish Girls'School and Jeshurum Free School.
7. Jewfoh Budsl Board;
E. Jewish Womenrs League;
9. Mussa Board;

10. Judean Ctu .
"fn recent times the members of the community

generally cnd in pcrticulcr the representqtive commit-
tees of mondgement of the obov6 ncmed in-stitutions
hcve {eeply felt that in the interests of the communityqs a whole ond in the interests of the above institutions
themselves, there should be mutuql help 

""a "oir"uo-rqtion. It is further felt thct sociql weriqre cnd upliitwork within the community should be baseJ-""i", 
"coordinqted scheme whereby ail members tJ tt."o*-

munity would be entitled to pcrticipote in c democrqticmqnner with responsibiliiy slrould - be equcilyshqred by gll mem6ers. It * t"rttr"i-i"rt trr"t trr=i" 
"o-gfin$ea plan for rhe benefit of the *;;;;ity'shoutd

be intluenced, 
":, 

fg1 cs -possible, .ulturolly c-nd spiri-tuclly, in c Jewsih directibn. It is theref;rd ;ith theseotjects in view thot a centrqr orgcniscrtion known crs"The Iewish Associqtion of Ccl",rito., a"iv ,.qisi"reaand with properly formulqtea oUlects;;a ,"i"i fro.been set up."

Litercny LiIe:

From the ecnliest times, the community hqs been
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well served in the intellectual sphere. The nqmes of
Eleqzqr Arqkie (whose works hqve been enumerqted
elsewhere); Ezekiel b. Solomon, Moses b. Mordecoi
Meyohos. Elizqh b. Solomon ond E. M. D. Cohen are
prominent in the intellectual history oI the communify.
But the most fqmous wqs Solomon b. 'Abed -Twenq
(Hqkhqm S. Twenq) who hqd built the Proyer Hqll at
Blcckburn Lqne.

Hokhom S. Twenq hod been"sent by Hckhom Beski
from Bcahdod for the Bombcy Jewry. -But it wos qt

Cqlcuttq'thot he tought clnd lqboured. He is qcknow-
ledged crs one of ttre grecrtest Hebrew schol'qrs'
quo-ted in the "Origin of Eaily Settlers." Hqkhom Elijoh
b. Ioshuq Obqdiah observed thot by 1889, he wos the
quthor of 67 works ond before his deoth in 1913, his out-
put must have swelled considerably.

Some of his principul works ore the trcrnslotions
from Hebrew into Arqbic of some of Dr. Mqrkus
Lehmon's historicql novels, like Sus.s Oppenheim (Col"

cuttcr, 1897), Bustqnqi, Hothon ho-Melekh, c history
bosed on events which occurred durinq the Chmiel'
niscki persecutions in the Ukrcrine in 1648-49 crnd the-

story of the Sor of Coucv (Cqlcuttq 1898)'

Colcutto provided weekly newspqpers for the Jews
of Indicr such qs "Mebqsser: The Jewish Gozette" (1873-

77) edited by Ezekiel Solomon; "Poerqh: The Jewish
Gcrzette" (1878-89) edited qt first by Moses Meyohos
ond Elijoh Solomon qnd qfter l8B8 by E M. D. Cohen;
"Mcggid Meshqrim" (1889-1900) ond "Shoshcrnnoh; The
Iewiili Gqzette" (1901) both edited by Solomon Abed
Twena.
Occupcrtion:

The mcjority of the eariy Jewish settlers -were
troders by profelsion. In Indiq, they {ound a land rich:
ly endow-ed with noturol weclth crnd resources. Morg-
d*ret, Indic hod long estoblished hersell qs ct merccrntile
country. Her sqiling boots lqden with fqbulous corgoes
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of delicate silks _gT9_ rluslins, spices qnd pottery hcd
leen cclling ct Middle-Ecstern pbrts from cricient'times.
Even King Solomon had heard-of her weclth orrd fro*
the time of writing of the Book of Kings, she hqd cqrried,
on cm uninterrupted trcde with pqlLstine. Moreover,
Indic hqd c fin6 system of administrotion under the
British ond discrimincrtion of ony kind wcrs unhrown.

- Jccob Sophir, cr trcrveller who visited Cclcuttc in
1860 testified qs follows:-

"From the time when Greqt Britcin fixed the peg
of her rule in this town, it hqs become or, 

"*foriur.[for nations qnd c city of freedom qnd securitt' to all
those who enter its qates without bribe or di#rimina-
tion between people crnd people".

The eorly Iewish trqders, with their proverbicl
talent for business, copitalised on these conditions.
some of them were oble to recrch the highest pinnccle
of success qnd to-qmoss- great weolth beiides ottoirrirrg
the highest social position.

Indiq qt thqt time hcd q virtuql monopoly in the
production of indigo (before synthetic subsiitufes were
known) qnd-in o-piim. She was olrecdy woitd-tl*o,r=
for her muslins from Dacca qnd her Murshidcbcd silk,
which wos literally worth its weiqht in gold, Hei
spices hcd attracted ships from qll ihe mqriiim; coun-
tries of the world. She hqd su_rplus in rice ond sugor
ond edible oils. By exporting thbse commodities to [he
Middle Eost qnd_ Hongkong- ond by importing such
commodities as dqtes, preserved fiuits,- win5s qnd
horses. trqders of the eolibre of Sholom Aaron Cohen,
Iacob Sernoh, Ezekiel Muslecrh, Ezekiel Iudah and the
Ezrqs ccquired fortune qnd fcme.

We have clrecrdy described how Shalom Aqron
Cohen, the first settlei, qmqssed a fortune through his
jewellery business which wcs largely potronised 6y the
mcrny nqtive rulers qnd their courtieri. We hqve-also
described how the Ezrqs were shrewd enough to buy
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buildings reclising thqt their vqlues would
possed and the city developed.

But it wqs qnother Indicn product, jute, which wqs
to start the growth of o huge export business in more
modern times. Indiq wqs the world's largest producer
oI jute and the qdvent oI World Wcr I cre,qted c grect
derncrnd for this libre on the world mcrrket.

Amongst the Jews of Cclcuttq who seized the op-
portunities offered by this magic fibre, wcs Benjqmin
Nissim Eliqs of whom we will read in the following
chcpter, who lounded the mighty orgcnisation of B. N.
Eliqs & Co.

Aport from the gionts of industry cnd trqde, there
were mqny other successlul businessmen qnd trqders
whose concerns continue to llourish to this dcy. Their
interests extended to furniture, confectionery crnd a
host oI other commodities. Today mqny Jews cre qlso
employed in highly responsible positions in vorious
lcrge mercqntile firms in the city.
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CHAPTER VI

PBOMINENT PENSONAIJTIES

I hqve clrecdy endeavoured to give crn ccoount
of some oI the outstcrnding ecrrly pioneers, reliEious and
community lecders, teqcherS qndlbusinessmen in the
precedinE chapters. This chcpter 'deqls with the
qchievements of some other notoble personclities oI
the community.
Sir Dcrvid Ezrcr:

Sir Dqvid Ezrq wqs one of the most respected Jew-
ish personqlities in Indiq. The:only other ierson who
could be compari:d with him wqs ihe lqte David Solo-
mon Sassoon ihe head oI the Sqssoon fomily in India.
wcrs respected throughout the length and breqdth of
the country. People in crll wqlks of life knew and loved
him. He wos born in a rich fomily qnd considered his
weqlth as qccidentql ond wqs quite unconcerned
cbout it.

Sir Dcvid Ezrq wqs knighted in June 1927 cnd re-
c_eived the_ qccolade from His Mojesty King George V.
He wqs a Director of the Beserve Iiqnli of Intiq, seierql
jute mills, coql compcnies, firebrick cnd pottery oom-
pcnies, flour mills, Steel Corporation, Aerctea Cql Qo*-
pony,_Bengq! Assam Stecmship Co. ttd., Port Shipping
Co. Ltd., Howrah Oil Mills ond vcst - Ezrc
estqtes. He wqs the Sheriff of Cclcuttq in 192516;
cr meinber of t

t, Jdwish
President of the

qnd member of the Royal Cclcutta
Sir Dqvid wcrs cr great respector of trcditions and

he mqintained cr Iewish mode of life throughout. Not
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only did he maintqin these trqditions in his palcticl
home, which wcrs open to one qnd qll, but in his sociqL
life he did not overlook his duty to his fqith. He wqsq strict sqbbqtcrian. An interesting episode in this
connection is worthy ol reord. When he cnd Lcdy
Ezro fciled to attend q dqnce of Government House on
c Friday night, the Governor mqde c pcrticulcrr note
of crbsentees qnd inquiring of Sir D vid wqs startl-
gd by his explonction-"Sqbbath." The Governor sqid,
"But Sqbbqth would only stcrt qlter midnight ond you
could_hqve gone by then"! (Note: Amonglews, cr loy
is reckoned to begin ct sunset of the previous doy). -

Birds ond elephqnts were Sir Dovid's hobby, for
he wos qn qrdent and noted nqturqlist. He rncrintqined
q veritqble zoo, he hcd prize zebrqs, birds of parodise.
golden turkeys, swqns from the King's swqnnery, tor-

plumage }ent atoises ond mqny. rctre birds whose
of colour qnd bequty to his home. At one time

used to gombol on his lqwn. He wqs cr
Fellow oI the Zoologicol Society qnd q member of the
moncging committee of the Cqlcutta Zoo.

At the cge of 76, while on his usuql morning con-
stitutionql wqlk, he sustqined q fcll which resulted in
his decth. His passing wcrs cr blow to the community.
B. N.Elicrs:

, Benjamin Nissim Elics begcn his life cts qn obscure
businessmqn. Before his deofh, he wcs to become one
of India's greotest crnd weqlthiest businessmen, rivql-
ling such gicnts qs the Scssoons, Tqtqs cnd Birlqs. From
the- beginning he did not hcrve qny wealth or power
to back him up qnd his success wcs due solely to his
own finqnciql genius and sound business sense. His
phenomenql rise stqrted with the jute export business.
In the gunny mqrket, he wisely qdhered to the mqrket
trend, never engoging in unnecessqry risky specula-
tions.

Apcrt from jute <rnd gunny, his business interests
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included mqny other things. He wqs the Founder qnd
Mancging Director of Melsrs. B. N. Eliqs & Co. Ltd.,
Nctioncl Tobacco of Indic Ltd., Empire Bone Mills Ltd.,
M-ay_fcir lstqles Ltd., qnd Proprietoi of Midncpore Elec-
tric Supply, Krishncgone Eleclric Supply, Orieitcl EIec-
tric.qnd Engineering Co., Alpine D;ty cnd the Nqbq-
{*ip_ Electric Supply. He wqs clso f6r severql yeqrs
the Senior Director of the Agcrpcrcr (Iute) Co. tta.
Through-thes-e firms B. N. Elics vicrs cble to give employ-
ment to hundreds of his fqith.

Although one of the richest businessmen in India,
"Benu", qs he wqs popularly known, wcls cr modest,
humble mqn, disliking pbmp o-nd show. He took cr greot
interest in lewish communcl qffairs. It was he 

-who
built_the lVloghen Aboth Synclgogue (of which he was
the Vice President cn{ Honorory Treasurer) especiclly
f_or the poor. He wqs Honorary ireqsurer of the Iewisir
Girls'School qnd Jeshurun FreL School ond established
c hostel for poor ond orphcrned Jewish girls. His chqri-
ties were too numerous to be elcrborqted. Suffice it to
say thct_nobody who qsked him for help wqs ever re-
fused. It is little wonder thqt, wher he died ot
the cge of.78, a huge gothering turned out for his
funerol. It wcrs c spontcneous tfibute to the memory
of cr great but humble mcn.

B. N. Eliqs d Co., the largest surviving Iewish con-
cern rrrqs further exponded under the capo-ble guidqnce
of his sons Nissim qnd Icck Elias qnd his 

'soris-in-lqw,

Mr. R. Iccob ond Mr. Rcrlph Arokie. Alter the decth
of his two sons Jcck cnd Nissim cnd the retirement of
his sons-in-lqw from Indiq, the firm is siill being effi-
ciently run under the leqdership of his grandson, Mr
Ben Elics
D. I. Cohen, O B E:

_ Iq. P. I. Cohen was born in Cqlcutto on August
5, 1883. He wqs c lecding personclity in the civic-liIe
of this grect metropolis. A tqlented leqder, there wqs
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no sphere of life in which he took part wherein he wasnot c brillicnt success. He wqs cr dediccteJmcn withIove of justice qnd lqw qnd a stern tcskmcstei. 
-

From lg2l to lg47,he w.'s q Member of the Bengcr
Lesislctive Council. He wqs qn til"q*t il;;.idil"y
Ycgistrcte from_ lglT to lg4g qnd a co"i"il"i of theCorporction of Cclcuttq from lgb6 to f Sag. 

--

-In 
the reqlm of educqtion, he wqs ., vice president

of the cclcuttc Technicqr school, it " c"r""tto-'nurra
School qnd Member of the Anglo-l"Ji"" EJ,rJotiorrot
Bocnd.

A vice chqirmcn qnd rrustee of the Bengcr ruber-
culosis Association qnd the Government Ma'yo 6;pi-tal, he wqs qlso President of the District Cilrit"u^t"
Associqtion. He evinced q keen interest i' trr. cttoirof the lewish community. He wqs the seciet"iu Lr trr"
Beth-EI Sy:ragogue, thelewish Girls, Schooicn& i."fr,r-run Free school qnd the president of the Iewish'nefu-
grees' Relief Associqtion.

When the Government promulgoted cr rule
lgkinq.Tu.es$oys cnd Fridcys m6ctler" ioy= (inclusive
or poultry), the genercl public did not rlise qn out-cry. For the lewish sommunity, however. it-viiiualiy
meqnt thqt Tuesdcys, Fridays qn-d sqturdcys *"r" meqt-
less dcys since cooking wcs forbidden orr'th" s"ru"trr.
No -protest meeting wos herd by the Jewish c-omrnmunity
ond it, -therefore, iqme cs c surprise when tt.-Go.r"rrr.
ment qltered the meqtress 4ays io Tuesday" o"Jin"r".
99V". However, the teqding dcily ;i'a;;tL the"Stqtesmcn" reveqled the cdr." of'the ch;;g":' Mr.D. I. cohen hcd unobtrusivery written a lette-r to Mr.N. C. Sen, Secretcrry_ to the'Go.r"rrr*ent of Bengcl,Depcrtment of Agricurture, pointing ;i tii; -air'iJ"rti.=
involved for the iommunity cnd sriggested o 

"horrg".The Minister of A_griculture grcreidrisry 
"o"r""-t"a'ioalter the meatless dlys to Tue-sday. ort Thursdcys.-
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Mr. I. I. Cohen, brother of D. I. Cohen, workecl
side by side with his brother qnd shared his interestsqnd successes. He served os q Magistrote for thirty
yeqrs qnd wqs q Jvlunicipal Councillor for twenty-oneyeqrru notqble feqt.

Acron Curlender:

Born in 1880, Mr. Aaron Curlender rose to becomec highly successlul businessmon. He wqs the senior
pcrtner oI Messrs. Curlender qnd Co., the Bengcl
Bone Mills qnd the Gonges vclley Bone Mitt" irwhich
concerns he obly cssisted his faiher.

He was of a stcrtely demeanour qnd wqs noted Ior
his chivolrous courtesy. A Rotqriqn, he had cr genuine
love for horses and gordening. His bequtiful rdvn qnd
gorden full of blooms wqs q lqndmqrk in Theqtre Road.
-t1" tqg\ o ygry keen interest in the |ewish community
identifying himself with several Iewish institutions. Ai
the time of his deqth, he wcrs a Pqtron of the Iewish
Associqtion and crlso President of Mqqhen Dqvid Sync-
gogue in succession to Lady Eztq.. He took q specicl
interest in the Jewish Girls'Hostel which could ci*.,y"
count on his generous qssistonce.

He died ct Bon_galore on the lTth lune, 1952, crged
72. With his death, yet crnother prominent qnd well-
loved personclity hcd pcssed awqy.

SOCIAT TIFE AND SPONTS

The vqst metropolis of Cclcutta offers q vcriety of
forms of entertainment and relaxqtion. It has cr num-
ber of first-rqte cluls qnd is c highly developed centre
for indoor qnd outdoor sports.

All members of society are free to join these clubs
qnd toke part in vqrious types of sports ond culturql
qctivities. However. every community desires to hcve
a club oI its own andthus the Jewish community formed
the Iudeqn Club qnd the Mcccqbi Club.
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T'he Iudeccr Club:

'In Iqnuqry 1929, Miss Luddy started two Study
Circle groups with c view to conducting resecrch into
Post-bi5lical History qnd Jewish Literqture. In Mcy
of the scrme yeqr, these groups were crmolgcmoted cnd
the Iudeqn CIub wqs formed. A constitution wqs drcrwn
up cnd q committee elected. Lcdy Exrq wqs the lirst
President of the Club.

The oim of the club wqs to provide q sociql crnd
culturcrl centre for young Iewish people. Every week
prominent people were invited to deliver lectures. On
ihe entertqinment side, dqnces, pcrties cnd picnics were
also orgonised.

In its ecrly stcgies, the CIub wqs extremely populor
but grcduclly interest wqned ond the membership
dwindled. Moreover, very few persons were cctively
dedicqted to serving the interests of ihe Club.

In 1939, however, enthusiqsm wqs revived with the
introduction of Club rooms. During the wqr, the CIub
served cs cr centre oI entertqinment for the lewish troops
who were ctlso permitted to observe the Holy festivcrls
in the building. After the wqr, the CIub once cgain
began to lose its populority, especiclly becquse of the
emigrction of mcnly members oithe community to other
countries.

Although initially the CIub wcrs meqnt exclusively
for Jews, it now hqs mqny non-Iewish members. Its
tone, however, hqs diminished considerably qnd the
only populcr interests now qppecr to be the Cqrd crnd
Billicrrd Rooms.

The Mcrccqbi Club:

The Mqccqbi Club Association wqs formed in April
1951, with q view to promote sports interests in the com'
munity. Originclly, this qss.ociotion did not hove cny
-prtmises or bill collector and members were few.
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Lcter the Association affiliqted itsell to the cclcutto
Zionist Associqtion which hcd tcken over the ludecn
CIub building for use three times cr week. Thus, on
Mondays, Tuesdcys qnd Thursdoys, the ludean Club
wqs open to the members of the Mqccqbi Association
with the Zionist Associqtion performing the secretqriql
work.

Bqdminton, toble-tennis, tennis, physicol instruc-
tion, boxingr, hockey, disc hockey ond bqsket ball were
the most populor sports in this club.

In 1955, the President wqs Mr. B. V. Iqcob, Treq-
surer, Mr. Alec Mqnqseh, qnd Honorory Secretcry, Mr.
A. F. Meyer.

The B'nai B'rith is q Jewish frqterncl organisqtioR
wrth headqucrters in the U.S.A. It ende-ovours rq
unite in common brotherhood Iews oI cll schools oI
religious ond politicol thought. It seeks to supplemenr
qnd to promote the work of other orgcnisctioni wnere
necessqry, without overlcpping, cs well qs to render
specific services, philcnthropiC, socicl or educqtioncl.
Its motto is "Benevolence, Brotherly Love qnd Hqr,,
mony" its outward bcdge the Menorch qnd its qim ro
precch ond prcctise the ideals of Brotherhood.

The B'nqi B'rith Lodge of Indic No. 262G wcs irr-
cugurcted in Bombay on 27 September 1966. Two
eminent members,viz., Mr. Hilqry H. Princeton, Chcnter
President of B'nqi B'rith Distriet Grand Lodge No. 2I of
Australiq and New Zeqlqnd qnd Mr. Hqns Spitz, its
President cqme to Indiq for this historic occasioi when
Dr. A. Schmetterling wqs elected its President with
severcl other office becrers.

In November 1966, the Council decided to hove
executive representatives in Calcuttc, N'ew Delhi,
rvlqdrqs qnd Kerqla. It was the privilege cnd, plecsure
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of the author to accept the office in Calcutta as requested
by the Committee and President.
Porcrt YoseI Yeshivcr in OId leruscrlem:

From the foregoing cccount one would oe inclined
to suppose that the philanthropic efforts of the Ccrtcutta
Jews were confined to thct city only. This qssumprrorr,
however, cqn be proved to be mistqken. The Porqr
Yosef Yeshivq in old Jerusqlem moy be mentioneq crs
qn instqnce. This fqmous institution is situqted on
Plot No. 30 in the Southeqst corner oI the Jewish quarter
oI the old city qnd consists of cr stctely domed building
dominqting the Western Wall (Wailing Wcll) com-
pound. This Yeshivq qnd the liltle residentiql qucrrter
in which it stood were built between l9l4 qnd 1923

with the lorge lunds donqted from the estqte of Joseph
Abrqhcrm Shalome of Calcuttq qfter whom the Yeshivo
is nqmed. It is one of Isrqel's centrql Sephordi Yeshivoth
qnd hqs since been rebuilt in the Geulc quarter of
Jerusqlem cccording to the origincl plons.
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CHAPTER VII

PROMINENT VISITORS

Mr. Celler Visits Cqlcutta:

Mr. Emmonuel Celler, together with his wile, wcs
on c tour oI the Middle Eqst countries cnd Indicr to
study relugee problems, cnd arrived in Cclcutta by
air from Delhi on Mondcy, December 8, 1953. On the
sqme evening Mr. crnd Mrs. Celler were the guests of
Honour qt q teq porty given by Mr. ond Mrs. Jacob
(doughter of Mr. B. N. Elics) qt their residence.

Mr. J. R. Iccob, in'on opening speech, introduced
Mr. Celler to the gcthering cnd gcve them qn ideq ol
Mr. Celler's politicol bcckground. Mr. Celler is ct
Democrqt Member of the U.S. Representotives Judi.
cicry Committee qnd hcs been o Member of the Legis-
lature for over 40 yecrrs ond oI the Congress since 1923.
He is cr true lriend of Indiq qnd hqs served this country
more thon once in the post. He sponsored Indicrn inde-
pendence qnd in I95l played crn importont role in the
legislotion which provided q two-million-ton Americon
grcin shipment to Indicr' He wqs responsible for the
pcssing o{ the bill whereby the quoto of Indian immi'
grotion to the U.S.A. wos increosed ond for the bill
which wos in Iavour of the erection of the Mohcrtma
Gcrndhi Memoriql in Americq.

N[r. Celler won the hearts of his crudience by his
keen sense of humour. His speech wcs qt the scrnre
time informative. He assured us thct he wqs proud of
his lewish origin qnd of belonging to the people of
the Book and ihat without wecring his Jewishness on
his sleeve, he crlwcrys mcrde it cr point wherev-er qnd
whenever possible, to mcke }rrown the lcrct thcrt he wcs
q lew-
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He told us how during one of his speeches he re-
moved his wrist watch and ploced it on the toble. At
the conclusion of his qddreis, ct mcrn from the crowd
exclqimed thqt it wqs stronge thot the speoker hqd not
once referred to his wqtch. Mr. Celler wcs quite prompt
in his reply, qnd qssured the gentlemcn thqt this wqs
done, merely for the comfort of those concerned.

Mr. Celler believed in driving home his crguments
by mecns of parabies. He spcke of the tim5 in the
U.S.A. when he wqs fighting f-or controls in trqde qnd
how the vorious business maqnotes were cll in fqvonr
o.f giovernmentcl control cs o whole, but not for thelr
pcrticulcr industry. To win his cqse, he told the dele-
gotes q little story of q poor fomily who opprooched
th.e Chczqn for finqnciql qssistcnco. The Chozqn know-
ing thot the tosk wqs not qn eqsy one, qppeqled to the
flock to qt leqst helo by trourinq hclf o glcss of their
Scrbbcr'h wine into . boirel, so that when tltt the bsrrel
of rn'ine could be sold onC t:ra proceeds given to the
Iomily. The proposol wcs crgreed to but when the
borrel wos opened, it wqs found to be full of water in-
stead of wine. The Chozqn reprimanded them suitably
but received the some reply from each of them to the
effect_thot_they did not think thot holf c gloss of wqter
would mcrke much olfference to o barrel of wine. In
the sqme wc1r, eqch mognote considered thqt exemp-
tion to his porticulqr industry from controls would mqke
no difference qt qll.

Mr. Celler then spoke on the subject neqrest his
heort-Isrqel and her problems. He hoa visited Israel
three times qnd on ecch occqsion he observed thot
Isrqel wqs advancing from strength to strenqth. The
country wqs faced with almost insurmountoble difficut-
ties however cnd needed every possible qssistqnce
from within and without. Ben Gurion froa just resigned
to retire in the Negev cs c shepherd. os Mr. Celler put it.
He compored Ben Gurion to Kinq Dqvid, the only dif-
ference being that where one stqrted os o shepherd qnd
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become o king, the other from o king becqme ct

*""H::eler 
conctuded his crddress with "o*" ,,"r,Iine qnecdotes, which are worth recording. He related

the story of c young iad who when qsked whot he sqw
on looking through q ccrne cf gloss remqrked thct he
could view the entire icndscape. A'mirror wqs then
ploced before him, but this time he could only see him-
self . 'Ihqt difference, needless to scy, wqs creqted mere-
ly by cr little siiver. In the sqme wqy, money is
sometimes apt to blind us qnd qllows us only to see
ourselves crnd live for ourseives. We should clwcrys
endecvour to guord cgcinst this donger.

His second story wos qbout q leqrned mqn who hcrd
come to give cr sermon to the people in the qynqgogue,
but who ct the lqst moment demcrnded of the Chazcrn,
1000 roubles before. he would do so. The Chczcm wcrs
rqther surprised qt this strcnge behqviour from one so
leqrned, but the mqn wcls qdqmqnt. Thereupon, since
everything hcd clrecdy been orrcnged, the Qhczcn
went round qnd mqnaged to collect the sum. The lec-
turer plcced the money in his pocket cnd begcn his
cddress. At the conclusion oI his tqlk, he hunded the
money bqck to the Chqzqn to be returned to the con-
gregotion. More amqzed thqn ever, the Chcrzan qsked
f,inr-the reqson for this. The learned mcrn then explcin-
ed thct money hgd cl powerful force and effect behind
it qnd that with clittle money in one's pocket, one could
speak with grecter confidence cInd success. At the
sqme time, the story brings home to us the point thct
we should not misuse this force, but divert the power
of money into worthy chcnnels, qs those oI us who crre
rich qre merely the agents through whom God hctd
chosen to perform his blessed deeds.

Mr. Celler then sqid he wcrs prepqred to ctnswer
guestions but since none was forthcoming, he took it
that he lrqd won his cose.
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Babbis Seliqson and de Solcr Pool:-t
The Jewish community of Ccrlcuttcr will always re..

member with deep qffection Rcrbbi David Seligson who
served qs cr Choplcin in the Americcrn Army in the
Chinq-Burmq-indiq Theqtre. Rqbbi Seligson did not
only devote hiraself to servicemen but qlso to local
Jewish communities. it will surely be q point of greot
interest for our people to know that Rcbbi Seligson
was deputed to serve in this district by the fcrmous Dr.
Pool himself, qs it was port of his work on the Iewish
Welfore Boqrd to providechqplqins to look qfter the
welfqre of Jewish servicemen during World Wqr II.

When the Wor wcts over there wds cr great decl
of work to be done in the spirituol field cnd in 1948 the
Americon Government sent Dr. Pool to Europe. The
focus of his attention wqs Germcny, where he mqde
personcl contccts with chcplqins qnd submitted useful
recommendotions Ior the morql cnd religious guidqnce
of our wcr-rqvogied people.

Rcbbi de Sola Pool once soid thclt he hcrs made
rnqny mistokes in his life, but in the choice of cr wife cmd
the choice of his congregotion. Mrs. de Solc Pool is
indeed q dynqmic personqlity-her style is simple cnd
direct and she oddresses herself to the very heart of
her Usteners. Of her numerous qctivities, the one that
is most important to her is her role qs Rcrbbi Dcvid de
Solo Pool's wife, qnd in this sphere she hqs reqched
exemplcry heights.

Recently Rcbbi crnd Mrs. de Solc Pool left New York
Ior Ccrlifornicr, Irom where they visited Hqwqii, Fiji Isles,
New Zeclcnd, Austrqliq, Indonesic, Cqmbodio, Bcngkok
ond Singqpore, before coming to Cclcutto. They clso
visited Agrc, Delhi qnd Bomboy ond hope to pcy c
flying visit to Cochin.

"Shonnq Hobbc Yerushalayim" will be reclised by
Dr. de Solc Pool ond his wife this yeqr, God willing,
os they hope to spend Pesch in the Holy Lcrnd.



A Visit to Delhi . . . . by lan Makqrdo M'P' r

One of the incidentcl plecsures of qlobetrotting is

the occqsionql discovery oI on unexpected Jewish 99m-
munity-unexpected either becouse it is cn out-of-the'
*oy plo"e or-becquse it is Lrnusuql in type' Recently
i" irldw Delhi, I cqme qcross q community r-{rrite dif-
ferent, in mony chqracteristics, from ony I hod en'
countered before.

Delhi is not one of Indio's Jevrish centres. Most of
the Jews in India qre concentrqteC in Cochin, Bombcy
qnd colcutto. They derive frorn three distinct immigro-
tion groups, whiih hqve preserved their s-eporote
identiiy *ith olmost qll the rigidity of the Hindu- cqste

system-. The Cochin Jews, mqn)r of whom qre block'
qre descendqnts of c group who settled on the Mala'
bqr coqst neorly 2,000 yeqrs ogo; the Bene Isrqel, who
qccount for necrrly twolthirds of the totql, cclme in the
seventh century; ond the Bogdhodis ctre q nineteenth
century influx.

Few Conversions:

Indicn Jewry is ct stoble community. Over- the }ast

century its loss6s by conversion to other fcriths hqve
avercjed fewer thqn two persons per qnnum.. ond it
is neg'crtiveiv protected ogoinst losses through inter-
*atri-age hrr the strict bcnbn mixed mcrrioge imposed
by both Hindus qnd Muslims.

Indicr is probobly the only country in the world
which hqs not a lorge port of its Jewish populotion set-
tled in the ccpitql city. There qre only a hundred
Jews, men, women qnd children, in qnd qround Delhi
qnd New Delhi. They hqve no synqgogue, ond their
communql instrument is the Jewish Welfqre Associqtion
of Delhi ond Northern Indiq-o high sounding title for
a body with only 36 members.
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vqried group.
Fleet, cr num-

Those members qre c remqrkqbly
They include the Judge Advocqte of the
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ber of ... . "three nursing sisters, qn officiql oI the Ger-
man Embqssy, the wife of a Hindu, qnd c British Over-
seqs Airwcrys Officer who is c port of "country mem-
ber", becquse he is posted 1,000 miles qwcty, qt Bahrein,
in the Persiqn Gulf."

A Bene Israel Bituql:

And whct a busy, enthusiqstic little crowd they cre.
Theyhold services in one of the member's homes though
they hcve to borrow cr Sefer Torah lrom Bombcy f-or
the Holy dcys. They cre porticularly proud of the
distinctive tunes of the Bene-Isrqel rituql. Lcst April
they held <r ceremony ol which I confess I hqd not heqrd
before: it is cclled the Blessing of the Sun, cnd is held
in the open qir qt dqwn once every 28 yecrs. For c
brith milqh they hcve to send lor the necrrest mohel,
qt Ahmedqbqd, c mere 539 miles qwqy.

The Associqtion's members busy themselves with
the Hebrew educotion of their children. One oI their
proudest records is of cr recitqtion which they gcrve to
Menuhin, the violinist, when he cqme to India lor a
series of chcrity concerts.

They mqintqin q cemetery which, though tiny, is
qs well kept ond cs gcrden-like as you will find cny-
where. Among its graves is thcrt o-f a British JewiJh
soldier cnd when the Impericl War Groves Commi+
sion recently decided to remove his remqins to one
of its own cemeteries, the Associqtion successlully de-
mqnded the right to retain the grcve on Jewish conse-
croted ground.

Even q nonobservqnt Jew could not fqil to be im-
p_ressed by the tenccity with which this little group
clings to its religion and its trqditions. I have the feel-
ing_ thct long cfter the disoppecrqnce of much bigger
qnd-more_lmp9_rtcnt Iewish communities, the tiny com-
munity will still be there.
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AUTOGRAPH HUNTEB MEETS CETEBBITIES :

An urge to collect cutogrcphs hcrs brought Mr. I.
Josephs of Ccrlcutta into contqct with mqny of the grect.
est figures of this century ond hqs lqnded him in o
number of qdventures.

Besides tclking to President Roosevelt ct his private
crddress, he chctted with Gcndhi, joked with Bernard
Shaw, stumbled on H. G. Wells in the dark, hqs been
nearly shot as o gunmqn in Americq qnd hcs nqrrow-
ly escaped qrrest by cn crmy oI French detectives
gucrding Generql Eisenhower.- On eqch occcsion, he
got his mctn.

Born in Indicr, Mr. losephs begcn collecting quto-
grcphs in Cqlcuttq in 1923. In thqt yeqr, he waited
three dcys to get Mqhctma Gqndhi, Lnd finqlly ran
him to eqrth crt qn importcnt public function, surror,rnd-
ed by importcnt public dignitcrries qnd pressmen, with
the Lord Mcyor of Cclcutta. Like mcrny other promi-
nent men csked to sign Mr.]oseph's voluminous album,
Gandhi osked who else hcd signed it. Seeing the nqmes
of q number of English lordJ, he smilingly remarkec{,
"'You don't wqnt to include the name of cr scovenger
qmong these." But there the ncrme stqnds in elegcnt
Hindi script.

_ Among the fqmous Indions whose cutogrophs Mr.
Ig_sephs collected were Pqndit Nehru, Mr. Licquqt Al.i
Khqn; one of the founders of Pqkistqn, Mrs. Scrrojini
Ncidu, the writer qnd one oI the grectest poets of all
time, Rcbindrancth Tcgore, Mrs. Annie Beasqnt, the
Europecn mystic qnd friend oI Indian independence.
And he hqs q long list of signatures of Indiqn Rcjchs
and Mahcrcjcs, stcrting with the Mcharcjch of Ncwc-
nctgar.

"No" Irom Mussolini:

Sometime before these wartime experiences Mr.
]osephs hcd o strenuous time trying to obtoin Musso-
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lini's cutogrophs during a ten-dcry- visit to. Rome' "It
wos no go6d,n he soid. ,'I got qs fqr qs his secretcrr,
bur no f-qrther. They soid he wcrs too busy"' He hcrd'

better luck with some of the other dictcrtors. Peron
Vorgas of Brqzil, McIchqdo ol Cubo cnd the qustere

inqccessible Dr. Molon.

Altogether Mr. Josephs lcs a totql of some twenty
pr"=ia.t i=, including four Americons qnd a number
6f Lotin Americans. 

-Other politicol figures include four
French Premiers crs well qs President Vincent Auriol, Mr'
de Volerc, Mr. Cosgrove, Count Michcel Kcrrolyi, the
Hunoqriqn qristocrat qnd diplomqt, Field-Morshcl
S*"[t, Mr. Jqn Hofmeyer, ex-King Cqro-l of Rumoniq'
."-f*g Peter of Yugoilsviq, Signor de Gasperi, Count
Sforzc,-Dr. Adencruei, Dr. Figl, the Austriqn Chqncellor,
Mr. Fuot Koprulu, the Turkish leclder cnd the Rqnee of
Sqrowok.

He button-holed Mr. Stouning, the Dcnish Prime
Minister, in o CopenhcAen gorden in 1939, just belore
the outbreck of wctr. Stcuning wqs not sure qbout
signing until he sqw Roosevelt's signoture, when he
agreed.

The Bqit:

Looking, however, qt the other signctures does not
alwoys produce the required results. M. Bidqult when
Premier of France wos on the point of signing the book
while the idle flicking of o poge reveqled the nome
of Serge Lifor, the French bqllet doncer; Bidqult refus'
ed to sign becouse Lifqr wqs sqid to hqve collqborqted
with the Germqns during the occupcrtion!

The signoture thcrt Mr. Josephs displays with glu':
is thqt of q former Prime Minister of Tibet.

He hqs every British Premier since and including
Mr. Bqldwin, os well qs Lloyd George.
. The cutogroph olbum is now cr vqluqble document,
if only historiccllla' Mr. Josephs keeps it in c bcnk.
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The olbum, of course, contqins only c fraction of

the totol outographs, for rycrny of them hqve been sent

ty p;;l: n" rrlt bft"t hqd to ieqssure suspicious "sub-

lects" who Ieqred he wqs qn unscrupulous business

Lqent in disguise, trying to get them to sign some docu'
ment thct theY did not wish to sign'

ln 1924, Mr. Josephs left Indicr for the United Stqtes'

wheie tre tivea ior iS yeqrs. It wqs ., very profiiable
15 yecrs from the nqme--hunting point of view' As well

"= 'g"tti"g" some oI the great6sf Americqn figures, Mr'
Iosefihs cfaimed some of his most prominent English
"vict]ims" during his spell in Americq.

H. G. Wells:

When Mr. Josephs wos living in New York he heorC
thot H. G. Wells, on c visit to the United Stqtes, wqs
i;"t"ri"g in philcrdelphio. So he went to Philcdel'
phio in frursuit. On th-e eve-ning oi the lecture he plcryed

fridge *ith fri"rrds, intendingto go to the lecture hcril
betoie Wells left. But the gqme became interesiing,
time pcssed, crnd when with o stcrrt he remennbered the
p".po=. of his visit, the lecture wcts over qnd he found
the hcrll in dcrrkness.

There were still c few people qbout; with cl

Iriend, he looked hopefully cround, but Wells wos not
il th; hoil. Mr. ]oseph oics wolkins out -of 

q side

"rrtrorr"" 
plonning to moke a wild dqsh for the stotion

""J ""t"tt 
his mdn-on the woy bcck to New York-

*t "" the friend pointed to a figure in..the..shqdows
ond soid, "There you qre. It's Wells"' "No, n6-
'th"i'" ,roi W.U=," =?id. Mr. Josephs impcrliently' "Yes'

I qm Wells," scrid the figure. It was, qnd he signed'

Thomqs Lipton, the grocery ki,g, signed Mr'
Josephs' book when he wci in New York' Mclny greot
A*"'ii"ot s, from President Roosevelt downwqrds, have
sioned. The collector's "score" of Presidents includes
ri;;;;; cnd Coolidge, but not Trumqn. "I hqven't been
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to Americcr since he becqme President, ond writing wos
not good," sighed Mr. Josephs.

One of the most exciting moments wcrs when, crfter
<r long struggle, he was cble to speck to Dr. Einstein
qt o dinner qt the Wqldorf-Astoriq in New York.
Legendcry Americcnr:

Clqrence Darrow, the legendary lcwyer, is one
of the gems of the collection. So qre Cordeil Hull cnd
Moyor Lq Guqrdic of New York. In IgSg Mr. and. Mrs.
Josephs gam_e_ to Englond and he served through the
wqr in the Merchqnt Ncvy. About thct port bt his
ccre_er Mr. ]osephs is modest, though he sLrved in c
number of actions and on one ocicrsion wcts recom-
mended for o decorqtion.

"It wqs qll in the routine work of the convoy,,, he
scrys. "Anyone else who hqd the chqnce would do the
sqme thing."

He wqs mainly in the Atlantic convoys. Sometimes,
however, it wos just c _lone merchqnt-ship creeping
qcross the grey wqste. Once in 1941, Mr. Josephs wos
on_ duty cqd sow the skipper looking white. ,,[Ie looks
g bit timid," he commented to ano-ther ship,s officer.

so will you when you Iook round,, wqs*the reply.
He looked round-qnd there were two wqrships cover-
i"g-tJr" v_essel wit.tr their guns! Mr. Ioseph=-oie"i q"a
had his dinner. "I thoqgf,t if I wqs going to be tqken
prisoner I might as well hqve one goo& me-cl in freedom
first", he exploined. After that, h6 leornt thqt the wcr.-
:hip: were signalling tris ship qnd trying to persuode
her to qnswer in the British code she-us6d, instecd of
the ordinary internqtional code. The skipp"iiet"="a.
It turned out thct the wqrships were not'German butAmerican. It wqs. severql months before Emerica
entered the wcrr, but they hcd the code.

When he was in Copenhagen he set out to get the
cutogrcph of one of the most fcrmous Dqnish 6riters.
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Seeing that he wcs in difficulties with the cofe tele-
phone book, q wqitress qnd q bormqn ccrme to his
qssistqnce. For hours they tried to lind the nqme but
all to no qvail. "He must live out in the country some
where," they said. Enquiries elsewhere were fruitless.
Next day he visited the Pqrliqment Horuse qnd wqs
shown portroits of kings cnd premiers. Then cqme the
portroit of the eminent writer. "I've been trying to lind
him all over Copenhcgen," he soid. "Too bqd," wqs
the reply, "Hons Andersen died over 100 years qgo."

Musicicsrs:

Of all the lields of humqn cctivity covered by Mr.
Josephs' cutograph qlbum, none is io widety repre-
sented qs musicians for the |osephs loved music. These
include Tosccrnini, Heifetz, Sir Thomqs Beecham, Fritz
Kreisler, Amelicr GclliCurci, the Itoliqn singer, Ioseph
Szige-ti, Pelgy Grainger, Rcvel, Gigli, WqltefGiesekirig,
Respighi, Honegger, Oscqr Strquis, Cholipin, Strqvii-
sky, Hqchmqninoff cnd Belc Bqrtok, the Brillicrnt Hun-
garia! composer, who odded <r note, "feeling better
now the concert is over in Hungaricn."

- "Kings",_ scys Mr. fosephs philosophicclly, "cre
ho{d t9 gqet, but it oll depends on the co-ntcct ybu con
mcrke." At any rcte, he hcs "got" the lcrte King Feiscl
of Iroq ond King Tclol of Jordqn, qs well qs Prince qnd
Princess Arthur of Connqught and the Rsnee of
Sarqwqk.

Among the other ncrmes in Mr. Josephs's cmczing
qlbum are Thomqs Edison, Ccpablancq, the chesl
champion, le Brix crnd Coste, first French qvictors to
f_ly the_Atlqntic, Adler, the psychologiccl pioneer, Sir
Alqn Cobhqm, Bertrqnd Rusiell, Eddington, lord Dqw-
son of Penn qnd Lord Horder, but not Sigmund Freud.

-"1 sTsnl to his house but they sqid he wcsnt's well."
At point oI gun:

His grectest "misses" include Mqckenzie King, lcte



87

Prime Minister of Conodq, Sir Jcrmes Frqzer, cuthor of
"The Golden Bough", J. P. Morgcn, cnd Henry Ford.
Americqn millionqires, soid Mr. ]osephs, were the most

difficult of oll; their signqtures were opt to be w.orth so

much in terms of hord cqsh. Once he wqs woiting in
qn qnte-room for qn Americon magncrte's autograph,
cnd hcppened to reqch for hls hondkerchief which he
usually keeps in his hiP-Pocket.

"Stoy cts you gre," sqid q menqcing voice' He
lroze. A- *qn-with a gun wqs lurking neqr ct curtqin'
"Whot ctre you getting from your pocket?"::"4 hand'
kerchief." Bring youi hqnd out slowly'" He brought
it out. In the end he monaged to convince the men-crt-

61rms thqt he wqs not o gcngster or q representqtive of
q rivql concern.

Litercuy Celebrities:

The world of litercture is very well-represented--

Alfred Noyes (1927) George Russel (A.E.) W'B'
Yeqts, Emil Ludwig, Hugh Wolpole, J. B. Priestley,
Aldous Huxley, Philip Guedelq, and others too numer'
ous to mention. One of his most pleoson'l memories
is chotting with Bernqrd Show in his London home'

After the wqr the Josephs decided to trv qncther
home qnd in 1946 they went to live in Argentina ond
stoyed there three years. It wqs in Argentinq thot
Mr. Josephs necrrll, lost his clbum. He 'rvent to Presi-
dent Peron for his cutogroph cnd hcd the utmost diffi'
culty in getting it bock.

Thot incident qnd the general atmosphere oi
Peron's rule weqried the losephs. The fomily came
back to Englond. For cr time they lived ot Westmore-
lqnd Roqd, Bromley, ct the home of Mr. George Fry,
the creqtor of televisions "Prudence Kitten". Or sholl
we sqy, the interpretor of Prudence, for there is q recil
Prudence Kitten. Indeed, Mrs. Josephs becutiful ond
lively cqt, Minouche, is Prudence's daughter.
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, VIr. ]osephs hqs q French wife, the cousin of
Andre Mourois, qnd hqs now settled in Beckenham,
England, with his wife cnd two sons, Frcncis ond
Bernard.

PARTING HUMOUR

The Drunkcnd:

In the course oI Hckhqm Solomon Twenq's dcrush
(sermon in syncgogue) he sqid that the Almighty did
not cccept supplicctions of c person who is cddicted
to liquor. He cctqglly mecnt,it for one of the congre.
gcrnts who wcs hqbituqted to liquor. After c couplS of
dcys when he met this person, he enquired if he stop.
ped hcving his usuol &inks. The mcrn replied that he
stopped prcying since the Almighty would not heqr his
proyers.

The following week Hakhqm Solomon gcve an-
other address qnd informed the congregants thqt there
wcrs cr drought in Boghdod many yeqrs qgo. The peo.
ple prayed hard for rqin. The Hckhqm wqs told in a
dreqm thot there would be rqin only if q certcin person
qsked for it. The leqders of the community proceed-
ed to visit this mqn qnd to their surprise they found
him to be an qbsolute drunkcrd who perpetuclly held
c bottle. They were utterly surprised qs to how cr mcn
of his disposition could hqve such powers from the
Almighty. In order to make him utter the desired sen-
tence, they pulled out the bottle from his hand and
only gcve it bqck to him when he repeoted ofter them,
"Let there be rain in Bcghdad." At the exqct time he
uttered the sentence, there wcs torrential rqin in BcAh-
dod. This man hcppened to be one of the most chcrit-
able persons in the world drrting his time. He spent
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every cent on worthy charities and, therefore, he was 
blessed with such powers.
Ingenious Adjudication:

The Hakham narrated another story to illustrate 
the ingenuity of our leaders. A miser lost a purse con- 
taining 400 rupees and promised a handsome reward 
to the one who returned it to him. A poor man found 
it and when he took it to the miser, he was accused of 
robbing a hundred rupees. The case was taken to the 
Rabbi for adjudication.

"How much money did you have in the purse 
that was lost?" asked the Rabbi.

"Rs. 500", answered the miser promptly.
"How much money was there in the purse that was 

found?" he asked the finder.
"Rs. 400", answered the poor man.
"Then", said the Rabbi to the miser, "this purse is 

surely a different one. It is not yours. Please return it 
to the finder."
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CONCTUSION

I have endeavoured in this little book to trcrce the
origins cnd beginnings of q small community of IewS
who mode their home in Colcutta, the largest qnd most
interesting city in Indicr, with side references, where
necessqry, to other similqr communities settled in Bom-
bcry, The Malabcr or West Cocst of Indiq ond Cochin
in South India. History is apt to be a dull crffqir to most
people but I have tried to mqke it qs interesting cs
.possible. How fqr I hqve succeeded is for the reqder
to judge.

The Jews are pcrt of qncient as well crs modern
history qnd qs we all know a good decl of it was scrd
cnd tiogic. The hcrd times they pcssed through,
endowed them-one would scy out of sheer necessity

-with certqin quclities which becqme ingroined in
them down the centuries. Histofons qnd stotbsmen have
borne testimony to their naturcrl tolents such qs intelli'
gence, industry, business qsumen, wider crnd deepel
unity of belief inspite of differences of opinion which
divided their rqnks from time to time, philcnthropy,
grim determinqtion in the fqce of hecvy odds, qn in'
born dislike of injustice qnd discrimination cnd c great
love oI culture which clwcys urged them to build in-
stitutions for its inculcqtion.

The Cqlcuttq Jews have inherited mc:ny of these
qualities from their forebeqrs, qnd cs o smqll Com'
munity numbering only about five thousand qt its peck
of growth compcrred with the teeming millions of Indic,
hqve qchieved. results well qbove the averqge in the
country oI their cdoption. Some served qs members
of the tegislctive Assembly of Bengql, some'cs Sheriffs
of The Ci1y, mcrny beccme Municipal Councillors (one
served for forty4wo years continuously qs 'nqrrcted
inthiswork)ondyet..cnotherwcsknightedbyHis
Majesty King George V. .
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In the religious field, it-cqnnot be denied that they
were somewhqt exclusive, but they respected freedori:
of conscience qnd desired to be lelt cltne to worshipqs their heqrts dictqted (e.g. they Irowned upon qny
proselytising ottempts of missionqries on young mindlqnd conceded the rights of others to worship 

-os 
thev

chose even if thot woiship was of idols. Theiirerigious
zecl _impelled them to build splendid edilices like the
\{cgh_en Dqvid Srnagogue, iri Canning Street which
tho-ugh smqller in siie Lould be comfrred qrchitectu.
rclly with the mcgnificent cathedrols tf Europe.

- An urgent_problem fccing them todcy is "Whqt ol
the future of the remncnts who qre graduo[y d.wind-
ling by emigration to other countries cs is the nqture of
these wcnderers"? One thing, however, is cbsolutely
certqin. There hqs never been nor is there todcy cny
discrimination whatsoever ogcinst them in this country.
As for qntisemitism, there ii not the slightest troce or
even hint of it. Furthermore, the Consti-tution of Indiq
declares it to be q seculqr stqte cnd gucrcrntees abso
lute equclity before the lqw to cll irrespective of rcce,
colour or creed. For cll this, the Jew is humbly grcteful
to The Almighty cnd pledges in his mind and h-ecrt his
full.ollegiqnce to _the counlry of his cdoption. As lonq
as the remnqnts desire to stay here, crnd the choice is
fllly theirs, they cannot but be loyal to this country,
though some might choose to leqve the shores of this
blessed lcrnd for other recrsons, the warmth of grotitude
cnq_ pleascnt memories of their long ond hoppy
residence here will alwcys remqin.

As circumstqnces would have it, these rennnqnts ol
g tlly com:nunity are scottered over severcl ploces
in Indiq, the mqin centres being: Bombcy cnd its
hinterlqnd (Konkan) where cr large Bene Iirael com.
munity exists side by side qith cr imcller one of Iraqi
origin, Cqlcuttq with its predomincntly Iroqi elements
cnd Cochin with its centuriesold locql iommunity.
There cre smqller groups in New Delhi ond poonq
(near Bomboy) too.
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Whqt is the link between qll these scqttered com-

munities? Do they speok with one voice when it-comes
to presenting_c united lront vis<-vis the government
qnd other public quthorities or when fcced with com-
mon dcrnger? We ore qwcrre there hqve been eflorts
in the post to work out such cr common basis of qction.
Such-cqcttempt wqs mqde 20 yecrs qgo by the World
Iewish Congress of New York of which ihe Jbwish Asso-
ciction of Cqlcuttq is qn cffiliqte. Unlortunotely it
fizzled out. Should there be another cttempt ct forjing
such_ c unitlf inspite of pcrst Iqilures qnd tlie dwindtinfr
gumbers of lews in this country? Mcny qmong us who
hqve thought ccrelully over the mqttef befiev5 it to be
worthwhile. The reasons trre mqny cnd may be listed
as follows:-

(l) The pcst history of the Jews, not only of Calcutto
but in other pcrrts of the world, indicqtes the beneficicl
influence which even q smqll community cqn exert
ove_r the polici-es of the government qnd other public
authorities cnd institutions.

In the cqse of Cclcuttcr and Bombcy we know thqt
the smcllness of the community hos not deterred its
enterprising members from helping lcrge sections o{
humcnity with their commerciql -enter-prises, 

trusts,
chqrities, institutions such crs hospitalJ qnd schools,
scholqrships, lecdership etc.

_ (2) Today it seems even more important ond urgent
to have c common plctform cnd bqsis for qction. WhLre
gs in the past c large community could be viqble and
hcnre its own leadeis, in the p-resent unity of cll the
Iewish communities situqted in vqrious plLces is im-
perctive.

(3) The vqrious trusts, funds crnd institutions
Iike syncrgogues, schools, cemeteries qnd welfqre or.
gcrnisctions left by the philcnthropists of o generction
or two cgo, still exist. They do not, however, ieem to be
unified and utilised for the mqximum possible benefit
of the Jewish communities in India and elsewhere.
Common-sense demcnds centrqlisqtion of efforts.
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(4) There ore cmongst us tod,cy some worthy indivi.duals who hqve very mcrny years 
"t ""plri"ii.i'r, *"i"rqnd charitcble worll in thl inain centris or lewisrr-com-munql life in India qnd their serf-sqcrifi"i"g ;oik;ioda

be tqken full qdvantcge of qnd not ailoli'ed to-!o to
wqste.

A central orgcnisation or cssociction wifl ncturclryspeok with one v-oice on uerrafJ trr" *rroi" corirriurrity
in Indic ond if need be protecl its rijhls a""t1ii"gi; r"*clong_the lgme lines &s other riinority .o*rirrriti",in Indic. If such cn cssociation r"pr"=""ii"g 

"ii'i;ai""Iews is formed ev-en qt this l&e stcrge, we ccn restqssured thqt much can stifl be qch:;;A ni ;ii ,t
the lcrger interests of the lews i" C"ti"tt",'f"iil tfr"
Iews qll over the world.

SHATOME !



AN APPRECIATION
On the occqsion oI the quctercentencry of the

_C_ochin Srnagogue, S.mt. Indirc Gcndhi, thd prime
Minister of Indic sqid "Mqzc.L Tov" (Good Luck) to the
Iews of India qnd also olluded to their notable services
in mony fields such qs business qnd industry, the civil
services qnd qrmed forces qs well qs the *orid of scho-
Icrship.

Aware of the grect contributions which the lewsof cclcuttq hcve mcde to the economic qnd sociqfpro-gress of the country the record of whicti *qy G lo.tin course of time, I cpproached- my deqr iiilria- nro.Isqqc S. Abrqhcm, wh6 I felt wqs most competent to
Irjl"_l!. history cnd fccts of Colcu,tt.. i"*iv iuiif, 

"p".crcl reterence to their contribution to the economic,sociql cnd politicql life of the country.
I qm very hcppy to leqrn thqt Bro. Abrqham tookmy suggestion seriousry with the resurt that, within ashort time, we hqve befbre us hG interesting ona-*or,rr-

mentql work for which he d,eserves to 5e conqrqtu-lcted. without doubt he hqs r""a"i"a'" gi";Jrui""
to lews. everywhere. Although ., conf6ssedlv briet'gccount of that c_ommunity, it-will stqnd 

"*o"d otherhistories_gf Iewish commriniti,"" thr;;;h";' til' wortdand enqble us to understqnd the intr-iccie pciter' oftheir dispersior qnd the contributions thev made invcrious lqnds down the centuries. - ----:

Needless to qdd, the subject-mqtter of the book isfu{r quthentic qnd informotive and written in qn ex-
cellent mcrnner. However there seems to be 

""opl 
ro,further elqborotion, which suggestion Bro. euiqh-q* isreguested to consider in future-editions of his woik.

Shellim Samuel

B'Nai B,Rith Lodse 
"Iffi"l"ftI . 2626.
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