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Greetings and Best Wishes to the
Bialystoker Center Home
One of the Most Respected Homes
for the Elderly
An Institution that Provides

a High Level of Care for its Residents
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Elite Insurance Agency

2001 Marcus Avenue
Lake Success, N.Y. 11042
(516) 354-7000

FIITE

ELI BLISKO
YECHIEL BROMBERG

o S I T S S,

e

Brokers and Consultants of all Forms of Insurance
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To The Officers of
The Bialystoker Center & Home
Best wishes for A Happy, Healthy And Prosperous New Year!

Norman Pachtman
, @ l President

Choice [x Center, inc

W@WMW

CHOICE SURGICAL SUPPLY, INC.

457 Doughty Blvd.
Inwood N. Y. 11696
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(516) 371-4105 — (718) 471-2262
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happy new year
and best wishes
for peace and
prosperity

@ BankJeumi

TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK

85 Delancey Street
New York, N.Y. 10002
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A Nursing Home

Needs
A Nursing Bank

At Amalgamated Bank, we speak your language —Patient
Funds Banking, Resident Direct Deposit, Medicaid (Title XIX)
Deposit, Burial Funds and Patient-Ienant Rent Security.

You see, our unique Nursing Home Banking Programs are the
most widely accepted in the industry. They’re cost-efficient, easy to
establish and programs are available in your market area.

Now, all that’s left for you to do is call Bernard Zatz
or Scott Seewald at (212) 246-3900 for details.

Amalgamated Bank of New York

1710 Broadway, New Yerk, NY 10019 ¢ Founded 1923 ¢ Member FDIC e Assets over $1.5 Billion

RELIABLE HEALTH SYSTEMS, INC.

2610 NOSTRAND AVE., BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11010 — (212) 338-2400

Computer Systems specialists for hospitals,
nursing homes and health related facilities

(Provided and services computer system for Bialystoker Home)
Extends best wishes for a Happy

and Healthful New Year

to the officers, directors, members, residents and friends of §
BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED
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Mr. and Mprs.

Sam Solasz

and Family

PRESIDENT

of the

BIALYSTOKER CENTER, HOME
AND INFIRMARY FOR THE AGED

extend to their family, friends
and kinfolk everywhere

heartiest wishes
for

A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

DIV 18 1R DY2IRD 1IN 1R [DUVNRN DRISIRN
V2D 10 10T IDAR 2RIWY 222 IR, 020TIRY
J1201 TV MW R RS

May the New Year bring happiness to All,

salvation to our people and peace on earth.

THE SOLASZ FAMILY

DR. MATT & DR. DIANE KUDISH RACHEL & SCOTT DAVID MARK HOWARD

join their parents in this timely greeting.
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MRS. ANNA SABEL
& FAMILY
Concord, California

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy, Healthy & Peaceful New Year

Mr. & Mrs.
STANLEY KAGAN
West Caldwell, N.J.

Wish All Their Friends
A Happy New Year

MR. DAVID FINE
President, Bialystoker Young
Men's Benevolent Association
and FAMILY
Brooklyn, New York

Extend their best wishes
for the New Year to
relatives, friends and landsleit

Mr.
JACOB A. LICHTENFIELD
extends to his relatives and friends and
all Bialystoker Landsleit best wishes

for a Happy and Prosperous New Year

New Year Greetings from . ..

SYLVIA ROSENBLUM

New Year Greetings
Best Wishes and Blessings
from

NETTIE STERN
and FAMILY

Children of our late Treasurer

MARY DAVIS

Board Member of the Bialystoker
Center, Home and Infirmary for
the Aged

to their dear kin, the DAVISES,

SAPERSTEINS and the STERNS,

to all their friends and neighbors,

Bialystoker landsleit and Jews
everywhere

for a Happy and

Prosperous New Year

MRS. ETTA SIEGEL
AND FAMILY
Mequon, Wisconsin
extend to their freinds, Bialystoker Kin-
folk in town and the world over best
wishes for a very Heppy New Year

MRS. BENEDICTINE LICHT
and Family
wish everyone
a Healthy, Happy New Year

DR. and MRS.
BENJAMIN GISSEN
and Family
Extend their Greetings fora
Happy and Prosperous New Year

Satrne/d

SRestarvsant

Three Generations of Family Ownership Since 1905
World Famous Dairy and Vegetarian Cuisine
Featuring Fresh Fish.

Catering for ALL your Simchas

SHEVA BROCHAS

All cakes, pies, cookies baked on premises
Our Challah and Rolls are parve baked right here

A tradition for:

*BREAKFAST *LUNCH *DINNER *AFTER THEATER
sCatering *Platters *Party Rooms Available

Hours: Sun thru Thurs: 6AM to Midnite
Fri: 6AM to Shabbos  Sat: ARer Shabbos to 2AM

RATNER’S RESTAURANT

138 Delancey St., NYC
212/677-5588

FREE PARKING
AMEX Welcome
SHOMER SHABBOS
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THE BIALYSTOKER CENTER
HOME FOR THE AGED AND INFIRMARY

wishes all officers,

employees, directors, members,
supporters, friends,

affiliated organizations,
Bialystoker Landsleit; Klal Israel
The World-Over
A Year of Good Life and Peace
A Year of Prosperity;
Spiritual Renewal
Security and Peace for the
State of Israel
And Universal Brotherhood.

SAM SOLASZ

President

RUBIN BINDLER
Honorary President

IZAAK RYBAL

Executive Director

Dinah Medvedev

Treasurer

MR. RUBIN BINDLER
and Family

Honorary President, Bialystoker Center
Home and Infirmary for the Aged

wish ther friends, all Goniondzer-Trestiner and Bialystoker
kinfolk and the Jewish People everywhére
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

MR. AND MRS. HAROLD TALIN

Extend New Year's Greetings to their
Relatives, Friends, and Bialystoker Landsleit

DAYAN CLUB OF PELHAM PARKWAY
District 20

Extends New Year Greetings for Health, Prosperity and
Peace in [srael to all Officers and Members

EXECUTIVE BOARD, DAYAN CLUB
of PELHAM PARKWAY, District 20

New Year Greetings from . . .

DR. & MRS. LOUIS LINN

9 EAST 96th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028

BIALYSTOKER YOUNG MEN’S
BENEVOLENT ASSN.

New York, N.Y.

Extends New Year Greetings of Good Health and
Peace in Israel To All Its Members and Landsleit

In Memory of my loving wife
Evelin, I wish all my friends
and family a Happy New Year

DANIEL ALEXANDER
Chicago Ill.
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MR. and MRS. JOSEPH DINES and FAMILY
Vice-President of

BIALYSTOKER CENTER AND HOME

extend best wishes to the Officers, Directors

and Members of the

CENTER AND HOME,

for

A Happy, and Healthy New Year

Greetings from . . .
IRVING AND SYLVIA FOX
LAKEWOOD, N.J.

who wish all their friends and the Jewish people everywhere
a Happy New Year

We offer a Memorial Tribute to our Dear Parents

ABRAHAM AND BESSIE FUCHSMAN
ALEX AND FANNIE BUYER

HYMAN and SHIRLEY FEINSTEIN
and FAMILY
Children and Grandchildren of the late
MRS. PAULINE SIEGEL

extend best wishes to their relatives, friends and
Bialystoker kinfolk everywhere for
A VERY HAPPY and PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES FEIGENBLATT
and Family
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Extend their Best Wishes to all Landsleit, friends and Jews all
over the world for a Healthy, Happy New Year

JERRY MINK
Jerusalem, Israel

Wishes His Family and Friends as well as Landsleit in the
U.S., Israel and Bialystok, Poland
New Year Greetings of Health and Joy

Srawe Yy ovw

IN MEMORY OF
OUR BELOVED PARENTS

MR. & MRS. ABRAHAM KASS,
DR. & MRS. CHARLES GRADINGER

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR DEAR PARENTS

CELIA COHEN

and

WILLIAM COHEN
Former Vice-President of the Bialystoker Center and Home
May They Rest In Peace
MR. & MRS. SAM SIEGEL
MRS. JOSEPH ENGEL

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF OUR PARENTS

Saul & Ethel Rubin Brody

Martha & Ted Simon
Pearl & Al Shansky

Anita & Earl Barrison
All the Grandchildren
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ROSE GOLDBERG

Hon. Vice-President
Miami Beach, Flotida

and Family

extend best wishes to their family, relatives, friends, ofticers
and directors of the Bialystoker Center, Home and Infirmary
for the Aged, and to the Bialystoker Ladies Auxiliary
for a Happy New Ycar

MR. & MRS. EDWARD MEYER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. MIKE KREMER
and Family
Vice Pres. of the Bialystoker Center and Home

Wishes all Bialystoker and Grodner landsleit
A year of peace and freedom for Jews all over the world,
particularly for the State of Israel

MR. & MRS. M. ARTHUR TARLOWE

Vice-President, Bialystoker Center and Home

and Family

Wish their Relatives and Friends
A Healthy, Happy and Peaceful Year

MR. & MRS. LOUIS SCHNEIER

Extend Best Wishes to Family and Friends fora
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. AND MRS. RALPH BELL
and Family

Former President of the Zionist Organization of Chicago

Wish their family, Bialystoker landsleit and friends
A Happy and Healthy New Year and Peace in Israel

DR. AND MRS. NACHMAN KACEN
(Kacenelenbogen), Cleveland, Ohio
and their children
Michael and Eva Kacen-Kaplan
West Hartford, Connecticut
Wish their family and friends in Israel, here and abroad, a
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year

MR. & MRS. ABE NEWBORN

and Family
wish their Relatives, Friends and All [srael

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. MEYER ZAKHEIM
and Family

Wish their Relatives, Friends and Landsleit
a Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year.

MRS. RUTH WINSTON
Son BARRY and SUSAN
and Grandchildren

In loving memory of

EDWARD WINSTON
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MILDRED AND EARL
BRAND
and FAMILY

PORTLAND, MAINE

Remember With Love

FORMER VICE-PRESIDENT
OF THE
BIALYSTOKER CENTER
AND HOME

ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

My Parents and My Wife's Parents

BENJAMIN & YETTA FINKELSTEIN
HERMAN & BETTY BATISTE

HYMAN FINKELSTEIN

IN BLESSED MEMORY OF
ISAAC and MINNIE EPSTEIN

Always in our minds and memory
ABRAHAM and VIOLA SAPERSTEIN

IN MEMORY OF
Our Loving Mother and Grandmother

FRIEDA ROTHBERG

MR. & MRS. ISIDORE KIMMEL
and CHILDREN

ISIDORE & SHIRLEY SCHEINMAN
and Family
Northbrook, Illinois

Extend to their Relatives and Friends
Wishes for a Healthy, Happy New Year
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CITIBANK N. A.
SEWARD PARK BRANCH

411 GRAND STREET e NEW YORK,N.Y
Serving the Bialystoker Center & Home

Extends best wishes to
Their officers, directors, members and residents
As well as to all our Jewish clients and friends
A healthy, happy New Year
And peace in Israel and the world

TONY BURZO — Manager
and Staff
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8.78%
Alliance Short-Term
CLASS A SHARES

8.29%

Alliance Short-Term
CLASS B SHARES

®

Can Your CD Make This Statement?
Alliance Short-Term Multi Market Trust seeks higher yields than CDs and CLASS A SHARES
money market funds by investing in high quality, short-term securities around the
world. And the Fund offers you two ways to invest with Class “A” and Class “B” 6.3 1 %
shares. one year

*SEC yields for the 30-day period ended 7/31/91. Average annual total returns ~ Average annual total retum
assume reinvestment of dividends and payment of the b i
maximum 3% sales charge(Class A) or 3% c-d-s-c (Class B). CLASS A SHARES
B Shares are subject to a back-end sales charge if redeemed
during the first 3 years (3% year 1, 2% year 2, 1% year 3). 10. 49 %
Shares of the Fund are not guaranteed and past performance is since inception (5/5/89)
no indication of future results. Share price and yield will AT E W

5 N through 7/31/91.
fluctuate with changes in interest rates and

other market conditions, so that investors' CLASS B SHARES POt LLLLN
.

shares, when re.deer.nc?d, may be worth more o S Q‘
or less than their original cost. CDs are 0 Py information about 1
. . ® " Alliance Short-Term IS
insured and generally have fixed interest one year o®" tame -
Average annual total return ° % e
FES. through 73191 PN - A : l
Call me for a free brochure and PR City State Zip .
o . Business Phone
a prospectus which contains CLASS B SHARES o’ ik - ,o’
more complete information .' A ki
including all charges and 4 0 “ lance
expenses which you should read  since inception (2/5/90) % - s
carefully before you invest. Average annual total retum The invisible giant in mutual funds®
through 7/31/91.

A DOLLAR DRY DOCK INVESTMENT SERVICES
MITCHELL M. EISENBERG, ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
212 959 5555

B 465 GRAND ST NY NY 10002-2631

NASD Registerec Broker Dealer/Member SIPC
The Fund's principal underwriter is Alliance Fund Distributors, a member of the NASD.
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HENRY SARNA

ur father Henry “Chaim” Sarna who always

loved and missed the Yiddishkeit of

Bialystok as he knew it before the war, died
on Shabbos morning, August 31, 1991. He was born
July 7, 1922. His three brothers and parents
perished in the Holocaust. He was the sole survivor
of his family.

After liberation in Terezin Festung he returned
to Bialystok looking for family and there he met his
wife Dina. Because of Polish persecutions after the
war they together with Benjamin Babikier made

Henry (Chaim) Sarna

their way eventually to a Jewish DP camp in Bad
Reichenhall, Germany. He was active in so many
ways including working as a driver for the Joint
Distribution Committee. He helped many refugees
to pass from the Polish border to freedom in the
West or Israel. Our father also was involved in
organizational activities seeking to establish an
orphanage for Jewish refugee children. A dedicated
Zionist and a member of “Shomeir Hazeier,” other
circumstances resulted in his eventually settling in
Youngstown, Ohio. The Diaspora continued. With a
wife and two boys to support he went to work in the
steel mills of the Mahoning Valley. Following a
number of difficult factory jobs he then went to work
at the Jewish Community Center as building super-
intendent. In 1954 he suffered the loss of his son

Allen. One year later a daughter was born. Because
of health considerations he moved his family in 1965
to Los Angeles, California.

In L.A. he worked hard in various businesses
along with his wife, his son Charles and advanced
himself accordingly. He became dedicated to
reminding and educating others of the tragedy of the
Holocaust. Dad traveled to Kent State University
and gave an oral testimony. Although it was painful
for him to talk about his ghetto and camp
experiences he realized the urgency of conveying
the truth.

His ultimate dedication and joy was the family.
He was a charitable man to others. Anyone who
ever met our father—and there were so many all
over the world, will never forget his humor, his
honesty and his love of life.

Charles and Penny Sarna

Dear Izaak: The Sarna family has asked me to
add a few words regarding the whereabouts of
Henry Sarna during the war. He was with me in the
ghetto, then in Maidanek, followed by Blitzin and
Itwitz, and finally in Theresenstadt. Henry was also
the director of the Bialystoker in California.

Eli Okun
The Bialystoker Center and Home wishes to

express its sincerest condolences to the Sarna
family.

Sonia Weles Frankel

passed away Monday, October 7, 1991
in Waterbury, Connecticut.
Sonia was born in Zabludow,
near Bialystok, Poland.

She was a survivor of the camps, but
walked out from this world at a
relatively young age.

Sonia is leaving behind her husband, Aaron,
her lifelong companion, two daughters, one son,
five grandchildren, and a sister.

In Deep Sorrow

The Frankel Family
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December 9, 1990
Izaak Rybal
Bialystoker Center
228 East Broadway
New York, NY 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal:

I would like the following request for
information concerning my family, be published in
the “Stimme.”

I am seeking any information regarding the
family of Nissan Spector. Nissan Spector was my
grandfather. He was born in Bialystok circa 1840.
He was married twice. His first wife is unknown to
us. They had (?) five children. I have heard that the
first family of Nissan Spector came to America (?).

His second wife was my grandmother Elka
Devorah (surname unknown). She had four children:
Shlomo (b. 1877); Yaacov (b. 1880); Joseph (b.
1878) and my father Eliazer Yitzhak (b. 1886).

My grandfather (Nissan Spector) owned a
large bakery in Bialystok. From what I was told, my
grandfather died in a fire. It was then that my grand-
mother decided to make aliyah to Eretz Yisroel.
She came with her four small sons about 1887. They
lived in Jerusalem in an area known as Mechena
Yehuda. They later lived in the old Yishiv Court of
the Jewish Quarter. My grandmother was known as
the “Rebbetzin” as she was a teacher to young
Jewish girls. She was also known as a Bialystoker.
She died in 1916 and is buried on the Mount of
Olives. I am hoping that someone might have
knowledge of this family as well as any information
concerning the bakery. Mr. Rybal mentioned to me
that his family bought their shabbos challe at the
“The Spector Bakery.” Although my grandfather
died circa 1886, it is heartening to hear that there
was still a bakery in 1939.

It was also mentioned, that the Spector family
was related to a famous rabbi from the Bialystok
area. I am presently researching this.

At the present time, we have a large family in
Israel and America. However, no one can add any
more information than I have offered. If anyone has
any information about the family or photographs
showing the bakery, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Morris Spector

19 Wood Street
Hamden, CT 06517
(203) 288-2816 (Res.)
(203) 281-6499 (Bus.)
(203) 281-0316 (Fax)

HARRY KOSTRE

May 11, 1923—Oct. 13, 1990

Born in Poland, he survived the Holocaust and
came to the United States in 1949. He worked as a
cap maker until his retirement. Harry was a
respected board member of the Bialystoker Home.
A kind and gentle man, Harry was a good frjend to
all who knew him. His passing is a loss to many.
Harry was the beloved husband of Eva, loving
father of Helene, Iris Kraus and Freda Pollack,
much loved grandfather of David, Farah, Michele
and Beth, and devoted brother of George.

SARAH NEWMAN ZYLBERSHTEIN
FROM BIALYSTOK

Passed away June, 10, 1991
Sister of Devora Mintz Rosenthal
Sons—Dr. Stanley Newman
Irving Newman

10 Grandchildren

10 Great-grandchildren

SEEKING FAMILY

Our family Zelic and Marsha Leah Lurecy lived
in Zabludow and migrated to America early 1900.
Their children were Jake (Yankel) Morris (Moshe-
Neisel), Samuel (Shmuel), Hyman (Chaim) and one
daughter Isenee. Any information regarding this
family would be appreciated.

Milton and Mildred Lurey

4 Sunset Summit

Asheville, NC 28804

(704) 258-8147
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ANNUAL COMMEMORATION
IN KIRYAT BIALYSTOK

® By Arye Shamir (Shmerlis)
Jerusalem

n August 27, 1991, the annual commemora
tion of the destruction of Bialystok took place
in Kiryat Bialystok, Israel. This year, two
tragic events were marked: 50 years since the Nazi
murderers burned the “Groyse Shul” in Bialystok
together with the 2000 Jews who were entrapped
there; 48 years since the start of the uprising in the
Bialystok Ghetto and the Jews who perished there.

There was a large number of Bialystoker
“Landsleit” among the attendees from all over the
country at the commemoration. At the Memorial
Wall in the Synagogue courtyard, they listened to
the prayers of Cantor Shalom Lentush and recited
“Kadish B’tsibor.”

Michel Flicker, Chairman of the “Bialystoker
Society,” chaired the evening. He invited to light
the six candles in memory of the 6 million martyrs
the following “Landsleit”: Lawyer Tsvi Klemen-
tynovski, Dr. Aaron Yudkovski, Abraham Levin,
representing the once “Druzgeniker” children;
Abraham Greenberg, a newly arrived immigrant;
Izzy Broker a musician and member of the Israel
Philharmonic; Shimon Osovitski, artist and singer.

Greeting the assembled were: Zalmen Yeru-
shalmi, who related a chapter of “Zichronot”
(memories) about Bialystok and his childhood there
some 80 years ago.

Lawyer Tsvi Klementynovski spoke about the
Holocaust and the tendency, in recent years, of
“historians” to diminish or completely deny the
destruction of 6 million Jews. He also stressed the
importance of extending a helping hand to the newly
arrived Bialystoker “Olim” (immigrants) from the
Soviet Union.

The poetess, Miriam Shevach, read several of
her poems and an episode of her Holocaust
memories.

Arye Shamir, correspondent for the “Bialys-
toker Shtime” in Israel, read his article entitled, “A
Small City That Was Large.”

Meyer Zavatsky told of his experiences in the
ghetto and in the camps. He also related his
impressions of a recent visit to Bialystok.

Performing in a sutiable musical program were
our fellow Bialystoker: Izzy Broker, violinist;
Shimon Osovitsky, with an accompanist, singing
Ghetto songs.

IN MEMORIUM
ESTHER GORNICK

® By Gail Gornick-Hummel

y mother, Esther Gornick passed away last

December. She was married to my father,

Sam Gornick for 37 years, a Bialystoker, and
survivor of the Holocaust.

She had an operatic voice and sang for
congregations in Chicago and Los Angeles. She
also participated in the first Zimriah in Israel in
1952.

She created a beautiful home for us. It was
always full of houseguests, friends, and family for
all occasions.

There are many wonderful things that can be
said about her, but what made her so special was
her genuine goodness. Her love, generosity, and
sensitivity to others went before her own needs.
There was never enough she could do for those she
cared about. She will always be an inspiration to
me.

She has been a gift and a blessing to myself,
my father, my husband, Mario, to my daughter
Daniela, and to all of us who have known her.

®
July 8, 1991

Dear Molly and Izaak,

It was so nice speaking with you. I wish that it
had been over a happier occasion. We would greatly
appreciate it, if you could put these words that I
wrote about my mother in the next issue of the
Stimme. I also included a picture of my parents, if
that could also be put in. Thank you so much. It
means a lot to my father, and me. It was also so
nice of you to call him.

I will keep in touch with you. Thank you again.

Gail Gornick-Hummel

BUY AND HELP US PUBLICIZE
THE NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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FOR THE FUTURE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE
AND THE STATE OF ISRAEL

give a speech in Yiddish at the general

commemoration for the 6 million martyrs
in Philadelphia, which took place on April 14,
1991. We bring you his speech, which greatly
impressed everyone present, but also because it
was given in the language of those who
perished.

0 ur “Landsman” Eli Okun was invited to

Honored guests on the dais and everyone
gathered here today, welcome.

Throughout the ages, human beings, particular-
ly the Jews, have suffered and been persecuted at
the hands of the Romans, the Greeks, the Egyp-
tians, Czarist Russia and in the Spanish Inquisition.
We as Jews overcame this long chain of persecution
because of our strong will to survive. Even con-
sidering all of these events, the Nazi era was the
culmination of our suffering and dehumanization.
The direct attempt of the Nazis to exterminate the
Jews and others was aimed at the free world which
sat idly by with cold contempt and did nothing to
stop the horror.

However, there were some “Righteous
Gentiles” who sacrificed their own lives and the
safety of their families to shelter and save victims
of the Nazi Holocaust. These righteous ones were
few in number, but their deeds and sacrifices will
never be forgotten. We, in our hearts, will be
forever grateful to them. It is said, “He who saves
just one person, it is as if he saved a whole nation
of people.”

In the past few months, we have lived through
the crisis of the Persian Gulf War. Each night we
sat glued to the television, listening to commenta-
tors describing events and strategies taking place
during the war. I sat and wondered if this same
technology had been used against the Nazi machine
in World War II, what would have been the fate of
our people who perished at the hands of the Nazis?

The attacks by Saddam Hussein against Israel
filled us with terror and left us wondering about the
continued existence of Israel and our Jewish
brothers and sisters. After each missile attack
when we as survivors heard the screams of the
sirens, we relived the horrors of Nazi Germany.
Even though 50 years have passed, it is as if it all
occurred only yesterday. History repeats itself, but
the world learns very little from these lessons.

® By Eli Okun
Philadelphia

The memory of our loved ones who perished
gives us strength to combat the fires of anti-
Semitism. Behind the mask of glasnost, anti-
Semitism seems to be spreading throughout
Europe. Jews in these countries want to be free, but
gray clouds of anti-Semitism continue to spread
throughout the world, with America no exception.
We, the survivors, whose skin is etched with the
sins of the Nazis, have paid a heavy price with the
sacrifice of our loved ones. We beg the world to
understand our horror and concern as it regards the
fate of the Jewish people.

In memory of our beloved families who perished
in the Holocaust, we must fight for the free
existence of our people and the State of Israel. We
must hope and pray for generations of everlasting
peace.

THE BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!

In order to enable

many more of our landsleit and friends
to acquire the new monumental

Bialystoker Yizkor—Book

published by our Bialystoker Center in New
York we decided to sell the remaining small
quantity of copies at a reduced price. You may
now obtain this great work containing more

than 700 pages in Yiddish and English $25.00
and we will forward it to you.

Procure this great Bialystoker Yizkor—
Book, for yourself, your children and friends
while some copies are still available.

Please, mail your request for the book, and
mail it to the Bialystoker Center with enclosed
check or money order for $25.00 at the address
below:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
Att: Mr. Izaak Rybal
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flected a positive impression on the Jewish inhabit-
ants in Latin America, and it was ruled that Yiddish
shall be accepted as a subject in universities, to
which the youth reacted positively.

Mordkhe Lerman, from Paris, concentrated on
the condition of the population in France, which
since World War II, has undergone a complete
demographic change: The Ashkenazic element,
which was in the majority prior to and after the
War, is today a minority because of the large influx
of North African Jews, causing French to be spoken
primarily by the youth since the Sephardic Jews
speak only French. Thanks to the Committee for
Yiddish, the attitude towards Yiddish, which had
been one of scorn, has today become different. The
number of Jewish students who attend the Sor-
bonne will surely become the element to further
Yiddish. Of course, it is still a long way before they
can produce journalists or proofreaders for a
Yiddish newspaper, but what must be applauded is
that Yiddish literature is today being translated into
French, and as a result, it is reaching the Sephardic
elements. Friend Lerman dwelled upon the problem
of a Yiddish newspaper, citing as an example the
“Forward” and *“Algemeiner Journal” in New
York, which has a population of several million
Jews. “These newspapers are published only once
a week, and we question how that can be possible,
when in Paris there is a Yiddish daily newspaper.”

The answer is that the “Ladsmanshaftn” are
the crux of Jewish activity in Paris, and through
them they can reach the public—the tens of
thousands of Yiddish-speaking Jews.

In the same vein, the Director and Chief Editor
of “Undzer Vort” in Paris, Yakov Tsifel, spoke,
especially stressing the devotion of the activists
and collectors, the loyal readers of the newspaper,
and he sent his warm appreciation to them from
Moscow while at the same time offering his ex-
ample to other world newspapers, which are affect-
ed by similar difficulties, to continue publishing.

[tzhak Brat, Journalist and Editor of “Di Letste
Nayes” in Israel, also touched on the subject of the
Yiddish press in America and other countries,
which are going down-hill, saying that there are still
Yiddish readers for the newspapers, but that an
institution for Journalism must be created to edu-
cate a new generation which shall continue the
work of Yiddish journalists who retire. He suggest-
ed that Friend Korn, the Chairman of the World
Council, intervene so that Yiddish journalists will
be educated in Israeli universities, as they do for
Hebrew, and in this way we can assure ourselves a
Yiddish press with a future.

Yiddish writers from the Soviet Union asked of

the Conference, what happens to the Yiddish
writers and poets whom they educated and who
now live in Israel? Is it that only the young Yiddish
writers will be the future?

In adjourning the 6th Session of the World
Council for Yiddish and Jewish Culture, Chairman
Itzhak Korn greeted all the delegates from all Jew-
ish areas, especially those from the Soviet republics
of the USSR, expressing the hope that the first
historic gathering in Moscow will bring the desired
results and that the Yiddish language and culture,
which is so beloved by all, shall be strengthened.

We were invited to the Israeli Consulate,
which, as we were told, had been closed since 1967,
(but they continued to pay rent for it), until two
years ago, when it was reopened. Each day up to
1,000 persons come to request visas. The cost for
these emigrants, who are leaving for Israel, is
covered as far as Warsaw or Budapest. After that,
Israel is responsible for the expenses.

We visited an “Ulpan” where Hebrew is
taught to Soviet Jews who come from every part of
Russia, and who are candidates for emigration, so
that when they arrive at their final destination, they
are already at a level where they can be integrated
faster into Israeli life.

We also visited a library containing thousands
of Hebrew books and the most modern computers
with which thay can contact Jerusalem at any time.
These are all at the disposition of Russian Jews
who are emigrating to Israel.

There is not enough space here to detail the
entire session, so I will end my short report with a
blessing for those who are doing such noble work.

In closing, I would like to quote Clara
Kelmanowitch, who said that the Yiddish language
is very close to her heart. It is the language which
accompanied her into the Nazi camps, and the
language which is so deeply rooted in her life. She
reminded us of the words of the poet, Avrom
Sutzkever, who called out, during the first Congress
in Jerusalem, “Yiddish, don’t surrender.”

“And that’s what we are doing with great
difficulty and efforts, so that the Jewish People will
not, G-d forbid, go under.”

I met no one from Bialystok in Moscow, but I
did, however, come across three “landsleit” from
Grodno, who were conscripted into the Red Army in
1940, and who survived the War. Having learned
that their families perished in the crematoria and
concentration camps, they remained in Russia,
where they rebuilt their lives. I am enclosing a
picture of them wearing on their lapels the medals
they received from the Soviet Union as heroes of
World War II.
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GREETINGS FROM THE 6TH SESSION OF THE WORLD COUNCIL FOR
YIDDISH AND JEWISH CULTURE WHICH JUST CONCLUDED IN MOSCOW

he World Council for Yiddish and Jewish

Culture celebrated the 15th anniversary of its

activity simultaneously with the 6th Session in
Moscow, which reached a high point in all cultural
activities of the Yiddish speaking population in
Israel and other countries, and elevated Yiddish
committees in those areas as a result of its out-
standing accomplishments.

“Perestroika” in Soviet Russia has permitted
the opportunity for renewal of Yiddish cultural
activities, and for that reason the World Council for
Yiddish concentrated on the Yiddish cultural needs
of Russian Jews, while at the same time concerning
itself with their massive emigration to the State of
Israel. It was a historic meeting between our
delegates and representatives from all over the
world, with those from dozens of cities in the Soviet
Union, in the beautiful “Shalom” Theatre, and in the
large hall of the Science Academy (the “Utsha-
nikh”) in Moscow.

I would like to share my impressions of this
unusual and attractive city of Moscow, where only a
few years ago no one would have dreamed that
such a meeting could ever take place.

Prior to the convening of the session, the
delegates gathered in Moscow’s “Shalom” Theatre
where there was a celebration to welcome us. A
group of actors affiliated with the theatre performed
in a program of works by Sholom Aleichem, “Dos
Farkishufte Shnayderl” (The Spellbound Tailor)
and the high point of the evening was the
appearance of a children’s choir from Kiev, directed
by Mila Shpira, which provided a program of dances
and songs in Yiddish, Hebrew and Russian, and
electrified and charged the audience so, causing
tears as a result of their emotional reactions. Our
French delegates remarked that the children’s choir
“would be received with joy and enthusiasm by the
Jewish inhabitants, and why not in *“Heykhal
Hatarbut” in Tel-Aviv, or in the Bialystoker Center
in New York?”

During the First Plenary Session, the Chair-
man, Itshak Varshavsky, who was responsible for
contacting the Russian cultural circles which
permitted the Seminar to take place in Moscow,
stated in his opening remarks, that the current
conference is part of the legality of today’s Soviet
Russia, and that Itzhak Korn, the person who laid
the foundation of the World Council for Yiddish and
Jewish Culture, is the one responsible for originat-

® By Shloyme Zabuski
Paris

ing the ideas and developing them.

The first meeting had a special meaning be-
cause it provided an opportunity for representatives
of various countries to hear reports and suggestions
as to what must be done in order to support the
Yiddish language in the future. Speaking on this
subject were Boris Sandler, from Keshenev, a
Yiddish writer; Moishe Korn, director of the net-
work of Sholom Aleichem Schools in Argentina;
Shmaryahu Lin, Israeli artist and Secretary of the
World Council for Yiddish; Motl Zelmanowicz from
New York, member of the World Coordinating
Committee of “Bund,” also representing the Work-
men’s Circle in America; Misha Lev, Yiddish writer
from Moscow; Dovid Shtokfish, Editor of the
“Yisroel Shtimme” in Israel; Itzhak Luden, Editor
of “Lebn’s Fragn” and representative of the
Workmen’s Circle in Israel; Yakov Tsifel, Director
and Chief Editor of the only Yiddish newspaper in
Paris and Europe, “Undzer Vort”; Itzhak Brat,
Journalist and Editor of “Di Letste Nayes” in
Israel; Peled Gebens, born in Canada, representing
the Canadian Jewish Congress; Mordkhe Lerman,
Editor and Journalist of “Undzer Vort” in Paris.

Motl Zelmanowicz was recognized and stated
that “Our generation throughout the world must be
accountable for beginning anew and the current
conference might cause a crisis because we must
say loud and clear that Yiddish is not only our
Mother Tongue, Yiddish is not only the language
we love, Yiddish was and remains the soul of our
People. It must not and will never disappear.” And
he urged that Yiddish be considered in Israel a
national language, second to Hebrew. Zelmanowicz
made a moving appeal and spoke for more than a
half hour. It is not possible to relate in this article
all that he said.

Clara Kelmanovitch, from Sao Paulo, Brazil,
with a population of 80,000 Jews, stated that there
is great assimilation in her country, but neverthe-
less, they have six Jewish schools where students
study Hebrew and Yiddish. Mrs. Kelmanovitch is
the President of “Naamat,” the women’s organi-
zation.

Itzhak Pszetiski, from Montevideo, Uruguay,
with a Jewish population of 35,000, stated that the
improved attitude towards Yiddish in Israel re-
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THE FIRST TEN MARTYRS

® By Leon Fried

une 27, 1991 marked 50 years since the Nazi

murderers began their systematic destruction of

the Bialystoker Jews, and Russian Jews in
general. ‘

We lived in the “Shul hoyf” (courtyard), across
from the large “shul.” My father had a stone
engravers shop. As the Nazi murderers enterred
our court, they immediately began their war against
us. The first ten martyrs were the “Minyan” (ten)
of Jews, who were “davenning” (praying) in the
right side of the “shul.” Dressed in their “Talit”
and “T’filin,” they were shot to death in front of the
“Shul” and laid out on its steps.

My father escaped their fate because he had
completed his prayers earlier and had left for home.
But this was not to last. A week later they caught
my father and me with the “Donershtike.” I
managed to get away from them, but my father was
shot by the murderers in the “Petroshe” Forests
behind Bialystok.

Afterward, the Nazis rounded up the Jews and
chased them into the “Shul,” and those who
resisted were shot on the spot. There were also
many women, even pregnant ones, who didn’t want
their men to be taken, who were shot where they
stood. When the “Shul” was filled, the murderers
threw incendiary bombs at it. Even the roof, which
was made of tin, burned like dry wood.
~ The heat and smoke from the burning “shul,”
where more than 2,000 Bialystoker Jews were
trapped, choked us in our hiding place. It was
unbearable.

At 12 noon, we heard a knocking at the door. It
was the Polish guard of the “Shul,” Bortashko. He
informed us that the murderers had left everything
and went to lunch. That’s when we escaped. The
guard also risked his life by opening the door of the
“Shul,” but because of this, the Jews who had not
yet died from asphyxiation by the smoke, were able
to save themselves.

The Germans later returned to complete their
murderous work. For 24 hours they burned and shot
until they destroyed the Jewish district from the
“Shul hoyf” to the Forest.

I still remember the good times we had in the
“Shul hoyt” the wonderful voices of the world
famous cantors Koussevitzki, Sirota and others,
who used to give concerts in the “Shul.” I
remember, too, the Hebrew “Gimnazie” and its
orchestra; the “Pazharne” (firemen) and their shiny
horn orchestra as they marched to the “Shul” on

A NEW BOOK HAS
BEEN PUBLISHED

new book “Life and Death in Shadow of the

Forest”. The story of Suprasl a shtetl in

Eastern Poland, has been published in
Israel, Tel-Aviv, by Author Yaacov Patt.

The book tells the story of the shtetl since its
establishement and covers the area of Bialystok
and Krinki.

The main chapter describes the struggle during
the Holoacust when 3/4 of the Jews decided to
disobey the German order and escape to the near
forest on the day of 1.11.1942.

The book is printed in Hebrew, English and
Yiddish. Amongst the writers are P.M. Chaika
Grossman, Dr. Shimon Datner, Dr. Tobias Cytron,
Zalman Fine, Marek Hirshorn from Australia, Jack
Yazer from Canada and others.

The book contains also historical pictures,
documents, diaries and a report from a recent visit
in Bialystok area.

The price is US $25.00 or A $35.00 including
postage and handling.

Please mail your request for the book, with
enclosed cheque or money order to:

Yaacov Patt, Author, Chairman of Suprasler
Landsmanshaft

26 Alexander Yanai Street

Tel-Aviv 62498 Israel

Telephone: (03)-447451

Szanowny Pan

David Bagon

Uprzejmie zapraszam Pana Davida Bagona do
Bialegostoku w miesiqcu lipcu, celem przeprow-
adzenia rozm6éw na temat uporzadkowania cmen-
tarza zydowskiego w naszym miescie oraz innych
spraw zwiazanych z problemami zydowskimi.

Do wiadomosci:

Bialystok Center New York

Bialystok, 1991-06-17

Polish national holidays. I also remember the Rabbi,
Dr. Gedalye Rozman, and the speeches he made in
Polish.

I see before my eyes a vision of Lag-B’omer in
the “Shul hoyf.” Hundreds of young people,
members of all Zionist organizations, immersed in a
sea of blue and white banners, singing as they
walked or rode their bicycles to the Forest.

I shall never forget it.
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OUR BIALYSTOKER COMPATRIOT,
MAXIM LITVINOV

t the outbreak of the Russian Revolution I
A was 13 years old.

I still vividly remember many events of this
period, but this article is primarily based on
documents and archives of the Soviet Union. Much
has been written and analyzed about Russian
leaders and diplomats including Maxim Maxi-
mowicz Litvinov (born Wallach, July 17, 1876 and
died December 31, 1951). History will undoubtedly

Maxim Litvinov participating in the postdam
conference of the Allies in Berlin in 1945

prove that Litvinov was the greatest adversary of
Stalin’s friendship policy towards Nazi-Germany
and opposed the signing of the non-aggression pact
between the two dictatorial and belligerent
countries in August 1939, which ultimately led to
the outbreak of WWII and the slaughter of 60
million people including 6 million Jews.

The official Soviet archives try to justify and
defend the signing of the treaty as the aim of pre-

® By Baruch Baratz

venting the outbreak of war between the two
nations. De facto, this ludicrous pact aimed a prior-
ity at the conquest and subjugation of Poland, which
indeed occurred two months hence.

Had Stalin allowed Litvinov to continue to
conduct the foreign policy of the Soviet Union, the
world cataclysm of this century could have, perhaps,
been prevented.

Concerning the Jews in prewar Russia,
Michaels and Lozowski had then proposed to Stalin
to create a Jewish-Soviet Republic in the Crimea
region, after Stalin had expelled the Tatars from
there. Stalin considered this to be a Zionistic
conspiracy which would have helped American
imperialism and endangered the Soviet Union and
rejected this outright. Stalin also punished the
proponents of this plan. Lozowski was shot and
Michaels was killed by a truck in an “accident.”
Other Jews involved in this project were exiled to
Siberia where they all perished. Stalin and his
hangman, Beria also planned to murder Litwinow in
his summer residence. According to Chruschew this
attempt to assassinate Litwinov had misfired.

In 1939, Stalin removed Litvinov from his office
and replaced him with ... Molotov. Litvinov was
also expelled from the Communist Party, the last
Jew in the Stalin-regime.

According to Khruschov’s memoirs, Stalin had
constantly used the Jews as scape-goats to cover
up his failures and disguise his people’s dissatis-
faction with his policies and regime.

THE BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!

In order to enable
many more of our landsleit and friends
to acquire the new monumental

Bialystoker Yizkor—Book

Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it
to the Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or
money order for $25.00 at the address below:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.

Tel. (212) 475-7755
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three major parts: a) The Jewish community in
Bialystok up to World War II; b) The Soviet Period
(Sept. 1939-June 1941); c) The German Occupation
and the Ghetto (June 1941-August 1943).

My work has just begun, as I know that
acrchives in both Poland (in Warsaw and Bialys-
tok) and Germany contain a lot of printed material
relevant to my study. I plan to complete my re-
search within the next two to three years.

From the Bialystoker Center in New York I
would like to ask for assistance in obtaining a grant
or a scholarship that will enable me to complete my
research. If I am to complete my thesis I must quit
my job and devote myself full time to my research.

You (the Committee of the Bialystoker Center
in New York) are probably aware of the limited
funds available to Israeli universitites which leave
the Israeli student no choice but to work full time as
well as seek financial assistance from foundations
and institutions abroad.

Quite surprisingly, no comprehensive mono-
graph was ever compiled about the Jews of Bialys-
tok (certainly none was published in Israel, and to
the best of my knowledge, nor in any other country),
no study that would refer to the history of the
community and in particular to the period of World
War I1.

I am approaching you with this request only
after I’ve given the matter a lot of thought, as I
could not think of anyone better to understand my
commitment to the subject of my research.

I would be most grateful if you would consider
my request favourably.

Sincerely,

Sara Bender

DYYVITA NYIAYN NVIDIIIND

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Office for research students

22nd May 1991

To whom it may concern:

I hereby to certify that Ms. Sara Bender is a
Research Student (towards the Ph.D. degree) at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Ms. Bender submitted her proposal of research
and it has been approved by the Committee for
Research Students on 8.5.91 as a doctoral project.

Elka Tirnover
Office for Research Students

YOUNG TEACHERS
FROM BIROBIDJAN AT
BAR ILAN TEACHERS
SEMINAR IN MOSCOW

fter returning from his lecture tour in
A Australia, Professor Winer also reported on

the Teachers Seminar which was sponsored
by the Rena Costa Yiddish Department of Bar Ilan
University during May/June in Moscow. Professor
Winer stressed the fact, that among the 51
participants in the Seminar, not fewer than 33 were
young students from Birobidjan between the ages of
18 to 20.

The Seminar lectures were given by: Professor
Gershon Winer, Professor Dov Noy, Professor
Benjamin Tsemach as well as by the veteran of
language research in Russia, Shimon Sandler. From
Israel, to give lectures, was also Sara Lapitzkaya, a
student at the Graduate Institute of the Yiddish
Department. To introduce the program was Dr.
Mordecai Yushkovsky, a new immigrant now
studying at Bar Ilan.

The subjects of the course were concentrated
around specifically prepared materials of the new
chrestomathy, which is based on the elements of
previous seminar experiences.

Especially enjoyable was the dramatic
performance of the students, directed by Professor
Benjamin Tsemach. For this actor and director, who
was among the first of the “Habima” in Moscow,
this was his first visit there after an absence of 65
years, when he left Moscow, together with the
“Habima” Theatre.

The Seminar took place within the framework of
the events of the “International Committee for
Judaistic Sciences in Eastern Europe,” which was
founded upon the initiative of, and conducted by,
Professor Itshak Warshavski.

In conjunction with his visit to Australia,
Professor Winer was invited by community
agencies in Sidney to conduct the negotiations
leading to the establishment of a Department for
Yiddish and Yiddish Culture in that University.

As a result of his efforts, the University of
Sidney agreed to establish Yiddish as a recognized
discipline for academic specializations, thereby
adopting the program on the same basis as in Bar
Ilan University, with Yiddish as the teaching
language for all its courses.
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STUDY OF BIALYSTOK HISTORY

Mr. Izaak Rybal
General Secretary
Bialystok Center

228 East Broadway
New York, NY 10002

Dear Mr. Rybal,

I am writing to you on the advice of our mutual
friend, Zvi Klementinovsky and as I am myself a
Bialystoker. I was born in Bialystok and came to
Israel at the age of two. I visited the Bialystok
Center twice some four and five years ago.

As you may know, I have published three
documentary books in Israel on the War of
Independence and the Six-Day War. Consequently,
I have contacts with people in the field of
documentary literature. Recently, I have been in
contact with Mrs. Sara Bender who presented a
suggestion to me regarding our Bialystok history.
She also submitted to me the enclosed letter from
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

I am familiar with Mrs. Bender’s work first-
hand, and having been briefed by others, and I feel
that her literary documentary endeavour is an ex-
tremely worthwhile cause. Therefore I recommend
that you extend to her all the support you can offer.

I shall be in New York August 16-21 and will

days cannot be forgotten. We can never free our-
selves from the feelings of revenge. Today, fifty
years later, the memories and mood are as heavy
as lead when we recall those death days.

All that remains of the Shul is the iron cupola,
and of the Jews—some ashes. After the War, the
cupola was bricked up and placed on the grave of
those martyrs. Flowers were planted. The Polaks,
however, destroyed it all and erected houses on
that site.

We were admonished, silently, “You must
forget.” But we cannot and we don’t want to forget.
The true facts about our tragedy, about our pain and
torture will be transmitted through our children to
future generations.

The soil and the place has remained sacred for
all Bialystoker and those who came from there. In
our hearts and souls we carry an eternal monument
for our martyrs. This year we shall light the 50th
“Yortsayt” candle in the belief that our people are
immortal and that such tragedies will never be
repeated againt.

be happy to meet you again and visit the Bialystok
Center.
Looking forward to hearing from you soon.
Sincerely yours

Moshe Rashkes

Sara Bender

Het Levanon 87

Tel Aviv 69345

Tel. 03-419494
July 21, 1991

Bialystoker Center
228 Broadway
New York, NY 10002

Dear Sirs,

In 1988 I completed cum laude my M.A. thesis.
The subject was “Bialystok Ghetto 1941-1943—
Leadership and Resistance.” It was written under
the supervision of Dr. Yitzhak Arad at Tel Aviv
University.

Since then, I have been invited to write the
Bialystok entry in the Encyclopedia of the Holo-
caust. In 1987 1 was invited to participate in a
congress in Bialystok.

I (am a teacher) teach Jewish History in a high
school, and lecture about the Holocaust to I.D.F.,
cadets, students and various groups at “Yad
Vashem” in Jerusalem.

When searching for an appropriate subject for
my Ph.D. thesis, it occurred to me that my best
choice would be to enlarge and widen the scope of
my M.A. dissertation on Bialystok.

With this in mind, I applied to the Institute of
Contemporary Jewry in the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, where two of the senior researchers of
the Holocaust agreed to be my supervisors—
Professor Yehuda Bauer and Professor Yisrael
Butman.

The subject I picked for my thesis is: “The
Jews of Bialystok During the Second World War,
1939-1943: The Soviet Period, and the Period of the
German Occupation and the Ghetto.”

The Research Students’ Committee has recent-
ly confirmed my thesis (enclosed copy of letter from
the Hebrew University) and I am already deeply
involved in my research work, mainly seeking new
sources of information. My work is divided into
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A DAY OF BLOOD, FIRE AND ASHES

(Dedicated to the 50th “Yortsayt” of the Bialystoker Auto-da-Fe)

uto-de-Fe means to publicly carry out a
death sentence by burning a person alive on
a pyre. So it was during the Middle Ages.

For us, Jews of Bialystok, the Middle Ages
returned during the 20th century in the heart of
“civilized” Europe.

We, Bialystoker Jews, were condemned to
death although we were not present at the “trial.”
They gave us absolutely no opportunity to defend
ourselves; they simply sentenced us to death for
crimes which we were not guilty of. Our only
“crime” and “sin” was that we were born Jews.

On June 22, 1941, the war between Germany
and Russia broke out. The German armored
divisions advanced Eastward, breaking the weak
resistance of the disorganized Red Army. Five days
later, Friday morning, the 27th of June, the German
armies captured our home city of Bialystok, where
60,000 Jews lived.

Bialystok was a city which contained a dynamic
Jewish life on all levels of human activity; a city
which was once called the “little crown” of Polish-
Lithuanian Jewry; a city with a vibrant industry and
trade; a city with a highly developed Jewish
education system in both Hebrew and Yiddish, with
“Talmud Torahs” and “Yeshivahs”; also with
“Toz” and “ORT,” “Linat Hatsedek” and “Linat
Kholim,” a Jewish hospital; the largest city library
named for Sholem Aleichem, and the study library.
On the Jewish scene all political parties and
organizations were active: The Bund, Zionists of all
persuasions, from “Betar” to “Left Poalei-Zion” as
well as religious parties.

In the narrow streets of “piaskes, chamaykes”
and the “Shul” courts—were many houses of
study, synagogues, “shtiblech” and simply “min-
yons,” and among them the pride of the Bialystoker
Jews, the “groyse” shul which was completed in
1915. The impressive, huge Byzantine-style cupola
atop the Shul seemed to be standing watch over the
Bialystoker Jews.

During that Friday morning, when Jews were
preparing to welcome the Holy Sabbath, this Shul
became a fiery grave for 2000 to 3000 Jews. Only
the One Above knows exactly how many Bialys-
toker Jews actually were burned alive there, togeth-
er with the Shul.

The German murderers, with machine guns in
their hands, set out on their hunt early in the
morning. They were the hunters, and the unprotect-

® By Efraim Kissler
Gdansk, Poland

ed “animals” were the Jews. They chased their
quarry—men and boys, old people with snow-white
beards, and youths, whose mustaches had only
begun to grow—and herded them into the Shul,
which was drenched with gasoline and ignited. As
long as the Germans were able to withstand the
heat emanating from the burning Shul, they con-
tinued to force additional groups of Jews into the
flames by shooting and beating them. Those stand-
ing in the rear could not tolerate the beatings and
shoved their brothers and fathers into the burning
Shul.

It continued to burn all day and all night. I was
then about 800 meters from the shul in a hiding
place somewhere in a filthy attic. We were all
frightened and sad. We young boys (I was then
almost 16 years old) and the older Jews, anticipated
the worst. In our group of 10-15 Jews, several
wrapped in large “Taleytim,” wearing “Tefillin,”
reciting the “El Mole Rakhmim” and saying
chapters of “Psalms.” We were sure that soon a
“pogrom” would break out and there would surely
be victims, as in the old pogroms” we heard tell
about in stories. From our hiding place we could see
the Shul burning, but it never even occurred to us
that our brothers were burning alive in it.

Some time later, I met a young man, a tailor
from Odeske Street, who escaped from the Shul.
(He later died in the ghetto of Tuberculosis.) He
described the horrible scenes which took place
when the Germans set fire to the Shul. He saw
masses of people committing suicide, being unable
to withstand the insufferable heat and smoke. They
severed their veins; they hung their own fathers
with belts or “shelkes”; in only a few moments
people lost their sanity.

In the Bialystoker streets corpses literally lay
around on the pavements. The murderers shot many
Jews in the presence of their wives and children.
They, and the Jews who were burned in the Shul,
were the first victims in Jewish Bialystok. This was
the first death-blow; this was the first step on the
thorny road for the Bialystoker Jewry; they were the
first on the death-path which led to the obliteration
of a blossoming Jewish city from the face of the
earth together with its Jewish inhabitants.

The emotions of sorrow and despair in those
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A LETTER FROM POLAND

Dear Friends Izaak and Molly Rybal:

Thank you very much for remembering and
sending me the beautiful “Bialystoker Stimme”
with my articles printed.

It is indeed a small world.

On May 22, 1991, I went to the city of Krakow
to lecture at the Jewish Institue of the Jagiellonian
University. The subject of my lecture: The Bialystok
Ghetto, The Jews and their ultimate fate during the
Holocaust.

When the Director of the Institute, Mr. Joachim
Russek, a Pole, found out that I was a native of
Bialystok, he asked me whether 1 knew a family
Ratner from Cleveland. As it turned out, a niece of
Mr. Ratner, Ruth has been connected with this
Institute.

Mr. Russek, while visiting Cleveland, has
gotten acquainted with Ruth’s uncle Max, who has
been the head of the entire Ratner family in
America. Mr. Russek praised and commended the
Ratner family for their social and cultural activities
in the Jewish Society in America in general and the
Bialystoker Society in particular.

I have also met Prof. Gerowski, a member of
the Committee for Jewish-Polish Collaboration,
recently created by Poland’s president, Lech
Walesa, who promised me to help erect a monu-
ment, dedicated to the memory of Jews of Bialystok
who perished in the Holocaust.

Although I am well aware of the fact that most
of the monuments and plaques in Bialystok are by
now desecrated or destroyed, I still maintain that a

vivid and expressive monument should be erected
in the center of the city.

As we approach the 50th Anniversary of the
destruction and liquidation of the Bialystoker
Ghetto, which occurred on the 16th of August, 1943,
I propose to name an International Jewish Com-
mittee of Bialystoker to pay homage to our martyrs
and heroes in a dignified and memorable way.

* ok %

Dear Izaak:

I would appreciate very much if you would
kindly send some old issues of the Bialystoker
Stimme, perhaps an album or other available
materials about Bialystok. I still have a copy of your
booklet of Bialystoker Ghetto songs published in
Paris in 1947. I have translated some of the songs
into Polish.

P:S.

When you’ll receive my letter, my daughter will
be in New York. She will attend a Yiddish-course
at the Yivo, thanks to the generosity and sponsor-
ship of our dear compatriot, Max Ratner.

This gracious deed of our “landsman,” Max
Ratner will undoubtedly bring my daughter much
closer to our Jewish roots, which makes me very
happy and grateful indeed.

With my very best wishes for a happy and
healthy New Year,

Yours truly,

Ephraim Kissler
and spouse
Gdansk, Poland

June, 1991

time he offered to help me get to Israel and continue
my studies there.

In October 1990, I received my Master’s
Degree from the Gdansk University. I specialized in
the study of East-European Jewry, concentrating
especially on Jewish History as it is reflected in
Polish and Yiddish literature. My Master’s thesis
dealt with the internal problems of Jewish life in the
shtetl at the end of the 19th century and the growth
of Jewish intellectual and spiritual identity.

Shortly thereafter, thanks to Mr. Ratner’s help,
[ arrived in Jerusalem to broaden my knowledge of
the Yiddish and Hebrew languages, which were
necessary to my Doctoral Dissertation in which I
wanted to write about European Jewry immediately
after the Holocaust.

Through the “Bialystoker Stimme” I would like

to express my sincere appreciation to two special
Bialystoker: my father, Efraim Kissler, who imbued
in me the love of Bialystok and the rich culture of
his forefathers, which influenced my plans; and to
the person who made it possible for me to realize
these plans, Max Ratner, who permitted me to call
him my “zeyde.” Max helped me fulfill my dream of
being able to research and write about the litera-
ture, history and culture of my parents’ homeland,
Eastern Europe and to study it in my new home,
Israel.

With great admiration for you and your ac-
tivities in the Bialystoker Center—the place where
the Jewish spirit of Bialystok has found a home, and
with warm regards, [ am Yours,

Yolanda Kissler
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pierced one of their large dogs. “Herr Koenig”
immediately ordered all soldiers to practice shoot-
ing for a few hours in order to perfect their aim.

That night, I could not sleep. I was plagued by
the thought: Who will their target be tomorrow? In
my fantasy I also heard the heavenly Jewish
melodies of the Sabbath, holidays and especially
Yom-Kippur, the “Ve’netane Tokef.” The sounds
became louder and stronger. I saw through the
window the silhouettes of my parents. I saw my
grandfather in his “Talit” blowing “Shofar.” I
jumped off my bunk, shuffled to the door, opened it
only a crack and heard only the wind whistling and
saw it blow the dirt in all directions.

I remained standing at the window until morn-
ing. Through it I saw armed German soldiers stand-
ing in groups; I also saw Jewish children, half-
asleep; and through the crack in the door I heard the
Germans tell the children to run and whoever
arrives at the columns first, will receive chocolate
and candy.

And 1 saw the children beginning to race. The
older ones running ahead and the smaller ones,
after them. I also saw “Herr Koenig” standing in
his open “Dembler,” his wild eyes sparkling with
joy, seeing his loyal and able German soldiers
aiming successfully at the Jewish children.

This was “Herr Koenig’s” target.

It is difficult to talk about these experiences. It
is even more difficult to be silent and choke on
these thoughts and visions year after year.

THE BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!

In order to enable
many more of our landsleit and friends
to acquire the new monumental

Bialystoker Yizkor—Book

Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it
to the Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or
money order for $25.00 at the address below:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.

Tel. (212) 475-7755

A LETTER FROM THE
“SECOND GENERATION”

® By Yolanda Kissler

May 16, 1991
Mr. Izaak Rybal,
Editor of the “Bialystoker Stimme”

Dear Mr. Rybal,

First of all I would like to tell you who I am—
and a few words to explain why I decided to write
this letter to you and why precisely at this time.

Since last October, I have been living in
Jerusalem where I take Hebrew courses at the
Hebrew University. I will tell you briefly who and
how I came to be here.

Several years ago the History Department of
the Bialystoker (my father’s home city) Section of
the Warsaw University arranged a seminar
dedicated to 500 years since Jews settled in Polesia
(Eastern Poland). Many participants from almost
all parts of the word attended. Among them were
scientists, who research this area, as well as
others, who are emotionally connected to Bialystok
and its vicinity.

There was one who was born in Bialystok, but
had left while still a small child, before the horrible
Holocaust began to spread throughout Europe. He
returned many years later to introduce his son to
the place where his roots lay.

During the period of the seminar, this man and
my father became acquainted. Both were born in the
same city, spoke the same “Mame Loshn,” and
both discovered a common language and became
good friends. Some time later we received a letter
from Cleveland, Ohio. The writer of the letter
offered to help the daughter of a Bialystoker
“landsman,” who had survived the Nazi-Holocaust.
I was that daughter.

The first time I met Max Ratner (the person
whom my father met in Bialystok), was during my
first visit to Israel three years ago. Thanks to him, I
spent a wonderful week in the most beautiful place I
ever saw—Jerusalem.

I felt immediately that my attachment to the
land of my forefathers is deeply rooted in my heart.
Despite the fact that I lived my entire life in Poland,
I felt truly at home in Israel.

The following year, during the summer, I
decided to live on a Kibbutz. After spending several
months in Israel it was absolutely clear to me that
this was the only place I wanted to live.

During the entire time, I was in touch with Mr.
Max Ratner via letters and the telephone. Each
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THE TARGET

® By Lenny Antwerk

is name is Earl Koenig, a simple German

name. He is the son of a Catholic anti-Semite,

who had long ago received his education in
the church. The son grew in the footsteps of the
father, with the same capabilities. You could call
him “Koenig the Nazi,” but it’s difficult to separate
Nazi from German. It’s one and the same.

I became acquainted with German capability in
my early youth, when I saw the modern arms which
they improved on: the Mauser whips, the Shtuka
airplanes, the armored tanks; the submarines and
the floating ships; and certainly, the gas chambers
and crematoria.

How odd, today, when I observe the
“B.M.W.”’s and the “Mercedes” and see how
masterfully they are made by the same capable
Nazis or Germans; produced by the same hands
who earlier made the death machines. But today
they are looked upon quite differently. It’s almost
prestigeous to own and ride around in one of the
Nazi-made automobiles. Ask any rich Jews you
know about it.

I, however, know more about the death-
machines.

Commander Koenig introduced himself to us,
the chosen young Jews who still resembled human
beings. We still had muscles and could carry
bundles and march. We were not misled by his
innocent eyes because we already knew who he
was. He was false and we feared him greatly.

The Germans were known for their excellent
train system, but it was not meant for us Jews to
use. We were given trains which dated back to the
First World War—Ilarge, old, freight cars, without
any provisions for human needs. We were
physically squeezed into them, as many of us as
could fit into a car. There was no room to turn or
bend down. All human functions were executed
while standing—men, women, children all—without
a window, without any fresh air.

I shudder even now when I think of it. It’s
difficult for me to believe that I survived such a cruel
ordeal. Did it really happen?...

Standing in this way for 24 hours, not knowing
where we were, where they were taking us or what
our destiny will be, we arrived G-d knows where.
The shouting of the Germans, which was now even
louder than the wailing of the children: “Out! Out!”,
sent us out of the packed Hell.

We breathed deeply of the cool, fresh night air,

and dirty depleted, bereft of human value, we
allowed ourselves to be directed to the barracks
that had been prepared for us. We fell as if dead
upon the straw and fell asleep immediately because
we were so exhausted. However, this did not last
long. My mind nearly exploded from the questions:
where are my parents, family and friends now?

My thoughts were interrupted by the shouts of:
“Out, swine, out!” which reminded me where we
were. What they called breakfast was only black
bread and water, but at that moment it was as
Manna from Heaven. We had to hurry, because the
Germans decreed that breakfast was over and if
anyone dared to swallow his last mouthful after-
ward, he was kicked between his legs, or poked in
his ribs with a gun.

Sighs and moans of pain meant nothing then.
The world was deaf to our cries, and we, too, were
deaf to each other. No one expected sympathy or
pity because it almost didn’t exist. Everyone was
concerned with himself only. How much longer could
we suffer this way? Perhaps it is only a bad dream?
It was difficult to absorb the truth, that they, the
Germans, were the hunters and we were their prey.

The sudden “Achtung!” interrupted not only my
self-absorption, but also everything in the environ-
ment. Even the German sub-officers shook with fear
when the doors rolled open and “Herr Koenig” with
his entourage appeared. His uniform, his movement,
his devilish appearance, whip in hand, announced
bad news. The Angel of Death in German clothing.
His sparkling boots, too, caused fear and appre-
hension.

They led us to a place, which immediately
brought to my mind the question the Germans had
asked of us, the group they had chosen, if we were
afraid to climb up heights. Before us stood a row of
tall columns, which reached to the clouds. I still
don’t understand why I identified those tall columns
with Herr Koenig’s inhuman thoughts and ideas.

Every column had at its very peak a platform
with electrical fittings. These had to be watched
constantly because they served as lights for the
airplanes which flew in that area. In order to reach
the platforms, we young Jews had to climb 200 feet
up a ladder made only of thin wood.

Once on top, the whole world swayed in the
strong wind. Each uf us had his own column. The
much too large “burke” which I wore, came in
handy now. I used it to wind around the column and
pin it, which prevented me from falling off. The
Germans would have liked me to slip so they could
see a Jew falling to his death from the teetering
column. One soldier was so angry that I did not fall,
that he shot at me. Instead of hitting me, the bullet
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GRODNER
ASSOCIATION

OF ISRAEL

Tel-Aviv, May 15, 1991
Dear Friend Rybal:

I would like to express appreciation in my own
name, as well as in behalf of our Grodner
Committee in Israel, for the monetary support you
sent in the name of your Bialystoker Committee
through our good friend, Mike Kremer.

This gift is being distributed exclusively among
our new Grodner “Landsleit,” who arrived in Israel
only during this past year from the Soviet Union.

I wish you long life and good health, together
with your wife Molly. May you continue to serve

mankind for many years to come, and to assist
those who are in need of your help.

With heartfelt thanks,

For the Grodner Committee in Israel

would, as much as possible, continue his efforts
after he returns to America. he spoke with concern
about the new immigrants and said that he would
do his best to help them. He also brought us
regards from the Grodner in America.

Gratitude was also expressed that evening to
the Bialystoker Center in America, and to its
chairman, Friend Rybal, and his wife, for their
initiative in raising funds for our newly-arrived
Grodner “Olim.” The evening was most
impressive.

After the official part, there was an opportunity
for the newcomers and the old-timers to reminisce
and remember the past, and to exchange memories
of the old country.

PROFESSOR MENACHEM SHTERN z"l—
ON HIS SECOND “YORTSAYT”

® By Tsvi Klementinovsky

Two years have passed since Arabs murdered
Prof. Menachem Shtern in a most brutal manner
while he was on his way to the National Library in
Jerusalem to pursue his scientific studies.

Now, in marking the second anniversary of his
horrible murder, a book has been published, called
“Menachem Shtern, During the Days of the Second
Temple.” Colleagues and friends of Menachem
Shtern z"1 collected all his research papers, articles
and other of his scientific works, which remained
after Prof. Shtern’s death, and which he had not
gotten around to publishing. This book is like all the
earlier books which Prof. Shtern published—full of
pertinent scientific discoveries, which he collected
during his lifetime.

Prof. Menachem Shtern is considered, in the
world of science, as a famous historian and the
greatest researcher of the period of the Second
Temple. In researching this particular span, Prof.
Shtern concentrated on the Helenistic and Roman
cultures and, naturally, the influence which these
foreign cultures (especially the Greek) had upon the
Jews during the time of the Second Temple.

Prof. Shtern is known not only in Israel and not
only among Jews. His historical research works
made him famous in the scientific world that studies
the history of peoples and especially the period of
the Second Temple.

Prof. Menachem Shtern was born in Bialystok
and emigrated from there to Israel. He was very
close to the society of Bialystoker Jews. He took a
great interest in the Bialystok “Landsmanshaft”
and was always ready to help.

Prof. Shtern displayed a great interest in the
Bialystoker throughout the world. When we
expressed the thought that it was time to begin
work on the history of the Bialystoker community,
he joined in. He showed great interest in
researching the documentation of the history of the
Bialystoker Jewish “Kehila.”

He was a good friend of the Bialystoker
Organization and displayed great interest in the
social life of the Bialystoker throughout the world.

We have still not been able to deal with the
pain of the loss of Prof. Shtern which was caused by
the Arabs. We shall always remember the great
scientist, good person, good friend—Prof.
Menachem Shtern z"l.

Honor to his memory!
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WITH OUR GRODNER GUESTS FROM AMERICA

CHANA AND MIKE KREMER,

HELEN AND MAX SHAUB, IN ISRAEL

or the Kremers, it has already become a

tradition to visit Israel. But how does one not

come now, following the war in the Persian
Gulf, where Sadam Hussein sent Scuds to attack
the quiet Israeli population, who had absolutely no
connection with the entire conflict? But since he had
an opportunity to hit out at the Jews, why not?
Therefore, he, the bandit of Iraq, caused us a great
deal of grief.

Luckily, there were not many human victims,
but the fear was great. Every evening we had to
stay in our homes and at every signal, we ran into
the sealed room, put on our masks and waited for
the all-clear.

For the elderly, this was only half a problem,
but watching the little children struggling with their
masks, this was a fright to see.

Ramat-Gan and Tel-Aviv suffered the most
because this was where most of the bombs fell.
They landed right near my house. It was lucky that
they did not cause too great a damage, although
many houses were ruined.

My goal in writing today’s article, however, is
not to describe the so-called “short war.” Thank to
the modern technology of the American Army, it
came to an end quickly. One must write about it in a
special article. I only wanted to mention it in
relationship to the Kremer Family’s closeness to
Israel in General and to the Grodner Family in
Israel, in particular. That is why it was such a
special gesture for them to come to us, but this was
not their only purpose.

As a result of the recent massive emigration
from Russia to Israel, there are now arriving people
also from Grodno and Bialystok. We must help
them. We, on our part, are doing everything in order
to ease their absorption into the country. Mike
Kremer, however, being in far-off America, also
thought about how he could help our brothers, the
sons of Grodno. He raised funds among the Grodner
in America, and another sum he received from the
Bialystoker Committee in New York, through its
chairman, Friend Rybal, and he brought it to us in
Israel, to help the newly-arrived immigrants who
were very grateful to him. Friend Mike Kremer’s
social activity is not only expressed by his
distribution of assistance for the new “Olim.” He
also raised large sums of money together with the

® By I. Dresnik

Ramat Gan, Israel

Grodner and Bialystoker for the Tel-Hashomer
Hospital, where a beautiful building was erected for
sick children in the name of the Bialystoker Center,
Chane and Mike Kremer and Sylvia and Joe Dines.
And now, while they were here in Israel, we all
went to see the facility.

The director of the hospital graciously
welcomed and guided us through the rooms where
we saw the smiling faces of the sick children, where
they receive the help they need. I was watching
Mike, and saw the joy expressed in his face when
he saw the fruit of his efforts.

A few days later, one hot Saturday, I reserved
a minibus and a group of us Grodner rode out to the
Galilee, to the Golan Heights, to view the beautiful
Sport Center that our Grodner “Landsleit” Melech
and Manya Schonfeld, the Dayan Organization in
New York and the Grodner Friends raised huge
funds for to make it possible. Mike had been asked
to go out to visit this place, and despite the intense
heat, we did go. I must confess that I derived a
great deal of pleasure and joy from our Grodner
“Landsleit” across the ocean for their philanthropic
efforts and aid that they give all the Israeli
“Landsleit” from Grodno and Bialystok.

And last, but not least, on May 14, 1991, in the
evening, we, the members of the Grodno Committee
in Israel, arranged a gathering for those who have
been living here for a long time, and the new
Grodner “Olim” who had only just arrived from
Russia, and whom many of us knew from the old
country; many of us went to school together with
them. We enjoyed spending time together over a
glass of tea.

The evening was convened by our chairman of
the Grodner Committee in Israel, Friend Kustin,
who warmly greeted the couple, Chane and Mike
Kremer, speaking of his communal activities in
America. He wished them to continue their holy
work for many years to come. Of course, his friend
from the days of his youth, Dresnik, greeted him
and spoke about his endeavors and wished him
many, many years of fruitful activity.

Mike Kremer then expressed his appreciation
for the beautiful welcome and promised us, that he
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A CALL TO MY BROTHER AND SISTER
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

or some time various Jewish organizations,

who devote themselves to documenting the

greatest tragedy in Jewish History which took
place during the Second World War, have been
insisting that with us, the surviving witnesses,
rests the responsibility to tell all that we saw and
experienced during that time, especially during the
time of the Nazi Holocaust, and I must confess that
my daughter suggested to me years ago that I
should do so. It is not only because the family
should know exactly what occurred, but that future
generations and the whole world should remember
and never forget.

But I always postponed it because it was
difficult for me to relive the Holocaust again with
every detail concerning our family, friends and those
we knew who perished in such a brutal way; the
great tragedy of the first action which took place in
Bialystok one cold February, 1943. And six months
later in August, 1943, the liquidation of the entire
ghetto. The scenes on Kupietzka Street, where
everyone was chased and beaten so that they
would move faster towards the freight trains which
stood ready to take them on a long and eternal road
to Auschwitz and Treblinka.

But recently, following the outbreak of the war
in the Persian Gulf, as I sat watching the television
and seeing the great tragedy which befell the
Kurdish people, witnessing the small children dying
of hunger, of illness; the old and the weak barely
crawling between the mountains piled high with
snow, with no protection, without medical care, the
inhuman conditions in which thousands of innocent
victims find themselves, made me remember my
holocaust, the great tragedy of our people. Although
here there were no gas factories and crematoria, no
huge open craters where our dearest and closest
were driven and buried could be seen, nevertheless,
looking upon the brutality and inhumanity with
which these people were being treated, the hurtful,
starving faces, the burying of those babies who died
of starvation and sickness, influenced me to decide
that [ must no longer postpone giving my testimony.
I must go immediately and document my life history
during the years of the grievious Holocaust and tell
everything I saw and experienced during those

® By Joseph Dobryman

horrible years as accurately as I could, so that our
children, grandchildren and future generations, as
well as the entire world should remember and never
forget the murders, the brutality with which one
person can treat another.

At this opportunity, I want to appeal to my
brothers and sisters, fellow Holocaust survivors,

Neshka and Joseph Dobryman

that they should turn to the proper organizations
and give their eye witness testimony about
everything they saw and experienced, because
there is not too much time still left for us. Our
numbers are diminishing and it is our duty to
disprove the cry of the enemies of Israel, the Nazis
and anti-Semites who even now claim that the
Holocaust never took place, that it is all a lie that
world Jewry has thought up.

Yes, it is not yet 50 years since the Holocaust
and one hears the denials throughout the world. The
question arises: What will happen later, when the
surviving witnesses will disappear from the arena
and there will not by anyone who will say: I was
there. I saw it with my own eyes.

Therefore it is only with our testimony now that
we can refute the dirty, lying propaganda of the ill-
intended enemies of Israel and prove to the world
that it is they who lie.
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COMMITTEE FOR THE ABSORPTION
OF NEW IMMIGRANTS, ORIGINALLY
FROM BIALYSTOK, IN ISRAEL

Dear Friends,

On the 48th anniversary of the Nazi liquidation
of the Bialystoker Ghetto, and the 50th anniversary
of the German occupation of what once was our
home City, I appeal to you, dear “Landsleit” in the
Diaspora, to participate in our campaign to help
absorb the newly arrived immigrants, our “lands-
leit” from Bialystok, who have come from Soviet
Russia to Israel within the past two years. They
are the survivors, who in their youth were
“mobilized” into the “Red Army” at the time when
Soviet Russia occupied Bialystok (1939-1941), and
who, for a period of half a century, did not deny their
identity with Zion!

They arrive now with their families, but with
few personal belongings. The social rights and
possessions which they acquired during these fifty
years had to be left behind in Russia, and most of
them are now in their 70’s.

Since the establishment of our voluntary com-
mittee two years ago, we have connected with
around 70 persons in the Soviet Union. Since then,
50 of them have arrived in Israel and received
whatever financial, legal and social support we
could give them. Our collected funds amounting to
$60,000.00 have already been distributed, and the
need is much greater than what we can provide. In
addition, this year we anticipate a larger number of
arrivals of our “Landsleit” from the Soviet Union.

We believe that it is unnecessary to describe
here the difficulties which many immigrants ex-
perience in settling themselves in Israel. We, the
members of this committee, are doing everything
we can to help them, but we cannot do it alone, and
for that reason we appeal to you to help us in this
vital act.

We wish you a Happy New Year.

Yours,

Pinhas Adler,

for the Committee of Volunteers.
Our bank account is:

Bank Leumi, Branch 816, Tel-Aviv
A/C 330/577057/80

to the order of: Adler-Solel

The address of our Committee:
Pinhas Adler

28 Hashoftim Street

Tel-Aviv 64365, Israel

Telephone: (03) 264405

LETTER FROM A NEW IMMIGRANT,
A BIALYSTOKER “LANDSMAN”

Tel-Aviv, May 22, 1991

Dearest Friends and Bialystoker “Landsleit™:

This letter is from a Bialystoker Jew who
arrived in Israel from Russia with his wife, a
daughter and her son.

My name is Boris Kwart, born in Bialystok,
Where I lived on Pivna Street, #2. My parents, too,
were Bialystoker.

During the war years I wound up in Russia and
for personal family reasons I remained in Minsk,
White Russia. My whole family was killed by the
Nazis.

We have been in this country only 2 weeks. My
wife is very ill and I am 70 years old. My daughter
is a teacher by profession. Our situation is now
critically bad. We rented an apartment for 4 months
for which we are paying $500 a month. The allow-
ance they give us as new immigrants goes only to
pay our rent. We are confused. What will happen
after the four months are over? There will be no
apartment, no money and no work.

Therefore, I turn to you, dear friends, having
heard of the wonderful things you do in Israel. We
ask you to help us. I understand that few Bialys-
toker are emigrating from Russia and, therefore,
perhaps you can help us in our time of need. Of
primary importance to us is a place to live and work.

I close my letter in the hope and expectation
that you will help us.

May you be granted good health and blessings
for the good work you do.

Your “Landsman,”

Barukh Kwart

THE BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK

published by our Bialystoker Center in New York we
decided to sell the remaining small quantity of copies
at a reduced price. You may now obtain this great
work containing more than 700 pages in Yiddish and
English $25.00, and we will forward it to you.

Please, mail check and full address to:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
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JEWISHNESS PAST AND PRESENT

abbi Moshe Chaim Lutzatu, of blessed

memory, the author of “The Path of the

Righteous” 0> w> n°om explains in the preface
to his well known classic, “The Book of Ethics,”
that it was written not because the problems
discussed therein were not well known; quite the
contrary, because they were familiar subjects to the
average person, they tended to be neglected and
forgotten quite often.

The same applies to the topic of my article, the
state of Jewishness in the land of ours. Well
informed people claim that the situation in our land
has not improved much since the days of yore; but
compared to the ways of life in our Old Countries
we are certainly a great distance ahead.

It is well known that in Eastern Europe Jew-
ishness has been, in the years past, original and
basically fundamental. Father, son and grandson
were all traditional, observant Jews. A Jewish child
knew its obligations, its mission and way of life.
The purpose of the Jew’s being was to become
virtuous, honest and be ready to praise and glorify
the Holy One in all his deeds and commitments.

The unique and peculiar customs and rites of
the observant and virtuous Jews, their mutual
human innerrelations and care for each other,
evoked respect and envy amongst the surrounding
Polish peasants in the *“shtetl,” who addressed
them as “Starozakonny”* rather than the deroga-
tory “Zhid.”

And how about Jewishness in our times in the
new overseas communities, in the Americas and
elsewhere?

An average modern, young Jewish married
couple runs a more or less “kosher” home, not
necessarily out of religious conviction, but rather
because they were wont to do it out of respect for
their still alive observant parents.

Some young couples also do it for the sake of
their young children, hoping to instill in them a
trickle of modern traditional Jewishness and Jewish
culture and heritage, mostly of no avail. As soon as
the youngsters grow up, the “droplets” of Jewish-
ness soaked in their youth together with the tiny
knowledge of Yiddish evaporate forever.

In the latter years many Jews moved to the
suburbs. They built beautiful synagogues, erected
elaborate and expensive temples and community
centers. But Jewishness, especially religious,
observant Jewishness is still hobbling considerably
there. Even on the Sabbath some of the temples
have sometimes difficulties to assemble a

® By Meyer Barak

“minian”**. Weekends, mostly mourners needing
to recite “Kaddish” attend services.

The only thing which could considerably
improve the situation is to see to it, that everyone
of us gets involved in Jewish affairs, assumes
responsibilities and accepts and fulfills commit-
ments towards his people, its institutions and his
heritage.

And most important of all is to see that the
“golden chain” of our great heritage should not be
broken by teaching our children Torah, noble virtues
and good deeds. Only if we provide and give our
children a traditional-religious education will we
become once again a people of great fame, illust-
rious and distinguished.

*) Starozakonny—an observant of and adherent of the
Old Testament.

*#*%) Minian—a congregation of ten men needed to
conduct services.

Paris, June 28, 1991

Dear Friends Mr. & Mrs. Rybal,

It pains me to relate to you the sad news that
Gera Ben passed away in Paris. The funeral took
place on June 14th.

Gera Ben was the life’s companion of our
beloved Bialystoker artist and highly respected
“Landsman” Ben.

Gera Ben was a most talented artist in her own
right. Her paintings were done in an original,
personal style. She composed songs and in her
youth, was a fine dancer.

Gera played a huge part in the life of her loving
Ben, as his inspiration. She was the only model he
ever used throughout his entire life, and was an
active proclaimer of his talent. May her memory be
honored.

Shloyme Zabuski
Paris

Bialystoker Memorial Book
Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New York
continues to receive letters of warm praise
from landsleit and friends concerning the
monumental Bialystoker Memorial Book.
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A SECOND GENERATION VIEW OF BIALYSTOK

everal days ago, my Father and I were talking

about how he became a baker. He left me with

the impression that I know less about his past
than he would like me to know due to some lack of
curiosity. What I do know about his past, or rather,
what stands out in my memory are days or times
we spent together, riding in his car, having
breakfast of freshly baked rolls and eggs in the
bakery or visiting Bubbe and Zayde on Eastern
Parkway.

I remember stories of his arrival in America in
1931, how he learned to speak English, how he
learned to drive. My most vivid memories, however,
are those in which I heard about his life in
Bialystok. I have often wondered why these
memories are so clear to me, and I can only guess
that it is because as a child, I was listening to
stories of his childhood and therefore, in a sense,
was relating to a peer. I do know that these stories
have always made me feel closer to my Father than
do some other people of my generation (whose only
proof that their parents were children are
photographs of them in sailor suits and Buster
Brown haircuts). Somehow too, Bialystok also
became a romanticized place of fantasy for me, and I
used to create pictures in my minds eye of the
places and people and things that my father would
describe to me.

I have my clear images of the city in which my
Father grew up. I have seen, in the confines of my
imagination, the room where the family shares
Shabbos dinners, the dresser under which my
Father, at the age of five, hid to witness the birth of
his youngest sister. I have also seen the school in
which he and his friends learned Alef-Bais. I have
felt the bone-chilling cold of the air that greeted him
on his walks to and from school. I have tasted the
Cholent which was carried from the bakery and I
was grateful when the messenger had returned with
the right teppel (and I have been disappointed when
inadvertantly, he or she had instead brought

rabbis and researchers, we must accept the theory
that the beginning of the Jewish settlement in
Ethiopia stemmed from the time of King Solomon’s
reign.

The great miracle of “Operation Solomon”
came about as a direct result of the united stand of
our people in the Jewish State. This is the true path
of the survival, perseverance and continuity of our
nation.

® By Carol I. Krim

someone elses brew which was tasteless).

Some of these memories, once exclusively be-
longed to my Father and myself. Some now belong
to you as well. One day, they may also belong to
my children. The memories are precious to me, not
only because they came from my Father and are
about him, but also because they provide me with a
sense of personal history. Many people, I believe,
do not have a sense of personal or family history.
The reasons are varied and many are ultimately
meaningless. What is important is that it is never
too late to begin. Bring out the uniforms from the
war, that orchid which was carefully pressed into an
album or the letters from your best friend in 1935.
This is a start.

I am aware that for some, the physical, tangible
memories no longer exist, either because one could
only carry to America what one could fit into a suit-
case or because they were destroyed by the Nazis.
What each person has, however, are memories that
can neither fit into a suitcase or be destroyed by
anyone but their creators: the memories, like mine
which are carried in the heart and the mind.

Such memories are more valuable than material
objects. To borrow from the songs of Solomon,
“Their price is far above rubies.”

What I want my Father to know, now and
always is that I have listened and I have heard.
Each time I remember the stories that he has told
me (which I have no doubt are either shared by or
are similar to many others), I come to both know
and to understand him more. I also understand,
perhaps to a lesser degree, why he wants for me
what he does and why he wants me to hear the
stories at all. I hope to hear more of his stories and
to create new images... To smell the trees, watch
the river thaw in the spring and to hear the voices of
Bubbe and Zayde, to carry them through my life,
until it is time to pass them along to a future
generation.

BUY AND HELP US
PUBLICIZE THE GREAT

NEW BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
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CHVASH, ETHIOPIA—THE GREAT MIRACLE

t was a huge emotional experience for us watch-

ing the television screen, seeing pictures of

Ethiopian Jews cramming into Israeli airplanes
and arriving in Israel. In so doing they realized a
2,000 year old dream. Jerusalem and Israel were the
sparks that burned in their hearts and enabled them
to overcome the countless, long generations of
persecution and destruction.

Years ago the Ethiopian Jews suffered little
from anti-Semitism. Following the establishment of
the State of Israel, however, this changed in some
measure as a result of Arab propaganda and the
wars they waged against Israel. The local Com-
munist revolution increased the anti-Semitism.

The liberation of Ethiopian Jews from their
2,000 year exile and reuniting them with our people
in our own free State is a great miracle. We Jews
throughout the world must understand that this
historic exodus was realized in great part because
of our State. Without a Jewish State their exile
would surely have continued for another 2,000
years.

At this time it is important for us to consider
just what we know about Ethiopia, about the Jews
living there who are called “Falashas.”

Chvash, in Hebrew, is known to us as
Abyssinia, which in 1923 officially changed its name
to Ethiopia. It is located in the Eastern part of the
African continent, North of the Equator. Its area,
including the Erythreo Province, is 1,290,000 square
kilometers.

The population of Ethiopia is over 33 million.
The country is mountainous and its highest point is
3000 meters above sea level; the climate is tropical;
the temperature is lower in the hillier regions;
annual rainfall is in a sufficient ratio to the season of
the year; it is mostly known for its agriculture:
coffee, cotton, wheat, barley, sugar cane, tobacco
and a variety of tropical fruits. The average income
per capita is about $140 annually, one of the lowest
in the world.

Ethiopia consists of many tribes and groups.
The Jewish tribe, known as “Falasha,” numbers
about 50,000. There are numerous theories about
the origin of this population. Two of the more basic
are that Jews reached Chvash during the time the
Second Temple was destroyed, and another which
professes that they were converts, who adopted the
Jewish religion at the time of the beginning of the
modern calendar.

The Ethiopians feel connected to the Jewish
people. They believe that King Menelik was the son

® By Leon Mendelevitch
Melbourne, Australia

of King Solomon and Queen Sheba. The crest of
their country is a young lion, the symbol of the Tribe
of Judah. In the beginning, the Jewish religion (the
“Torah” which Moses gave us) had a great
influence on the local populace, but in the 4th
Century they adopted the Christian religion.

Our “Tanakh” (Bible) tells in “Kings I” of the
visit of Queen Sheba to King Solomon:

King Solomon’s wisdom, especially after his
wise judgement concerning the child, spread
throughout the entire world. It also reached Chvash,
which was located north of Israel, and Queen Sheba
insisted she must see for herself if those rumors
were true. She arrived in the company of a large
military escort, bearing gifts as well, such as
camels, spices, gold, precious stones and other
valuables.

Solomon received her in a kingly fashion, with
great pomp and parade. Queen Sheba posed many
difficult and complicated riddles and received satis-
factory answers to all of them. She praised Solomon
for the wisdom which G-d had granted him, as well
as for his understanding of his people and the
justness of his sentences. Before her departure
from Israel, she gave Solomon 120 “Kvar” of gold
(equal to 360,000 shekels, each one weighing 7.5
grams of gold). King Solomon also granted Queen
Sheba her every wish.

This is only a summary of what is contained in
the 14 verses which comprise “Kings I,” 1-14.
Actual details of King Solomon’s and Queen
Sheba’s relationship can be found in the comment-
aries by Rashi, and especially by Rebbe Levi, Reb
Gershon and Rebbe David Kumkhi. Rebbe Itzkhok
Lurie Ashkenazi tells of the intimate relations
between Solomon and Queen Sheba, who bore him
a son, Nebukhadnezzar, who later destroyed the
Holy Temple. Contrarily, Rebbe Yosef Ben Karo,
quoting Ben Sira, states that Queen Sheba bore
Solomon a daughter, who gave birth to Nebuchad-
nezzar. In all the commentaries of the “Talmud”
and the “Midrash,” the story of Queen Sheba is
extensively discussed because she believed that
Solomon was the genuine Messiah and wanted to
accept the Jewish religion for her people.

For that reason the land, over which Queen
Sheba reigned, had warm feelings for the Jewish
religion and culture, which was actually practiced by
a segment of its people. According to our earlier
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youthful experience when his mother bought him
George Eliot’s “Daniel Deronda” in a Hebrew
translation by David Frishman. The book and its
expert translation, deeply impressed the youngster
and had enormous bearing on his subsequent
decision to translate the world’s literary treasures
into Hebrew.

Singer truly grateful for Jack’s efforts, volun-
teered with references to his own experiences. Born
in Radzymin, near Warsaw, to Batsheva
(Zylberman) and Rabbi Pinchas Menachem Singer,
he was raised in a family of four, a daughter and
three sons, Hindele, Shiya, Yitzchak, and Moshe.
Their grandfather was the most famous Tzaddik of
Bilgoraj and the family was proud of its roots and
heritage. The children were educated in literary
skills and grew up in a liberal atmosphere,
encouraged to express themselves and present to
the outside world the best and most worthwhile of
Jewish tradition and culture.

Shiya, the eldest son, later known as “I. J.
Singer,” became a Jewish-American press corres-
pondent and produced an autobiographical novel,
“Der Shaidim Tanz” (The Dance of Demons) which
encouraged the younger Yitzchak, later Isaac
Bashevis Singer, to compose a historical novel
about a Jewish community which after pogroms,
instigated by an Ukrainian usurper, Jan Chmielnicki,
followed a pseudo-messianic cult. Isaak’s flare for
mysticism and ability to recreate the life and emo-
tional climate of a 17th century Jewish community,
already revealed his uncommon talents and herald-
ed his later literary success. It also demonstrated
his mastery in Yiddish, a language he made his
unique idiom of expression.

In 1920’s, while studying at the Warsaw
Rabbinical Seminary, he was offered a certificate to
Eretz Israel but his mind was made up and he opted
for an opportunity to join Shiya in the United States.
He arrived in New York in 1935 and began working
for the Jewish Daily Forward, continuing with
articles and short stories for the New York and
Warsaw Jewish presses.

The tragedy and impact of the Holocaust gave
Singer the final impulse to immortalize the pre-
Holocause life of his people. Yiddish became a
symbol of Jewish striving, struggle and suffering.
Literally consumed by creative frenzy, Singer
consistently accelerated his productive pace and
due to his phenomenal memory and total identifi-
cation with the Jews of the Diaspora, he succeeded
to turn out a spectactular number of novels. The
most remarkable among them, “Gimpel the Fool,”
1957, “The Magician of Lublin,” 1960, “The
Spinoza of Market Street,” 1961 and the family

trilogy, “The Family Moskat,” 1950, “The Manor,”
1967 and “The Estate,” 1969.

Singer’s poetic narrative, imbued with great
imaginative power, takes his readers through
worlds of sublime mysticism and staunch fanaticism
and superstition; religious fervor and frenzy; worlds
of harsh realities and self-denial dissolving in a
myriad of images seen through prisms of insight and
emotion.

In 1974, Singer was awarded the U.S. National
Book Award for Fiction. A year later he received an
honorary doctorate from the Hebrew University and
in 1978, he became the recipient of the prestigious
Noble Prize for Literature.

When we saw singer in 1981, he was at the
height of his literary career and in great demand for
lectures at most major American universities. But
he never ceased to write or plan for the future and
when he spoke to Jack, he truly saw himself writing
about Stybel. We sensed his sincere enthusiasm
and genuine respect for the man with whom he felt a
deep affinity, all along considering him a kindred
spirit in their strong attachment to Judaism and
devotion to its inperishable heritage.

A.J. Stybel died in 1946 and was eulogized by
Dr. Max Raisin as a man a of unprecedented vision
whose ideal was “the Kingdom of the Spirit through
the medium of the Hebrew language.”

I.B. Singer died in 1991 and in his eulogy, Rabbi
William Berkowitz recalled the writer’s wish to be
remembered “as an honest man and an honest
writer, a man dedicated to his profession.” Isaac
Bashevis Singer was, indeed, a dedicated writer
whose vision was the Kingdom of the Spirit through
the medium of the Yiddish language. He immort-
alized the life of his people—a people “which could
no longer influence the world except through his
keen insight.”

THE BIALYSTOKER
MEMORIAL BOOK
At a Reduced Price!

In order to enable
many more of our landsleit and friends
to acquire -the new monumental

Bialystoker Yizkor—Book

Please, mail your request for the book, and mail it
to the Bialystoker Center with enclosed check or
money order for $25.00 at the address below:

BIALYSTOKER CENTER
228 East Broadway, N.Y.C.
Tel. (212) 475-7755
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AN EVENING WITH ISAAC BASHEVIS SINGER

saac Bashevis Singer, a literary genius, died in

Miami, Fla. on July 24, 1991. He used to spend

his winters in an apartment building on Miami’s
Collins Ave. which also housed several families of
Holocaust survivors. Among them were our friends,
Franka and Adam Penney, at whose reception in
February 1981, Jack and I met Isaac B. Singer and
his wife Alma.

Many amusing anecdotes circulated about the
illustrious bard who had little time and patience for
his friends and much less for his neighbors.
Perennially engrossed by his thoughts, he rarely
paused for an idle chit chat or accepted invitations
to private receptions. To our delight, he showed up
at the Penney’s and spent with us a long,
memorable evening. Usually reserved and cautious
with words, he also diverted from his routine and
clearly outdid himself in a long conversation with
Jack. The reason for this shift was undoubtedly due
to his intense interest in Jack’s brother-in-law,
Abraham Joseph Stybel, a know Maecenas of
Hebrew language and literature.

Singer seemed quite familiar with Stybel’s
expansion of modren Hebrew literature which
beyond doubt became one of the important single
factors in the development of later Hebraic culture
in Israel. Obviously fascinated by the man and his
ideal, he couldn’t hear enough about his life and
Jack obliged with exhaustive episodes about Stybel
who married his sister Goslawa in 1922. Among the

® By Dr. Luba Krugman Gurdus

many amusing stories, one was Stybel’s idea to
import to Moscow a Yiddish printing press from
New York, for the Stybel Publishing House which
issued in 1917 its first quarterly, the “Hatekufah,”
edited by David Frishman.

Abraham Joseph (Stybel (Stiebel), born in
Zharki, Poland, was a self-made man with a keen
mind and big heart. Due to his enterprising spirit he
succeeded in a leather business between Russia
and the United States and amassed a great fortune
which he generously spent to realize his dream. For
this purpose, he gathered all Hebrew writers he
could and encouraged them to write and work on
translation from world literature into Hebrew. The
enormous project involved men like Frishman,
Tchernichovsky, Steinman, Bialik, Berkowitz and
others and the scope of the plan embraced works by
Tolstoy, Dostoyevski, Pushkin, Chekov, Lermon-
tov and Tourgenieff of the Russian literature and
comparable giants in all other languages. Conse-
quently, Stybel lived to see over 700 volumes of
world classics translated into Hebrew and 31
volumes of “Hatekufah” printed in the Stybel
Publishing Houses, extending from Moscow
through Warsaw, Berlin, Copenhagen to New York
and Tel-Aviv.

Overwhelmed by all he heard, Singer pressed
for an intimate story and Jack related Stybel’s

To Jack and Luba
Gurdus with my
greetings and my
best wishes.
Isaac B. Singer
April 4 1981
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BENJAMIN AND VLADKA MEED
RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS
AWARD AT DINNER

IN THEIR HONOR

n Saturday evening, April 20, 1991, at a

Tribute Dinner at the Century Plaza Hotel in

Los Angeles, the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum bestowed the United States
Medal of Remembrance on Benjamin and Vladka
Meed. Mr. and Mrs. Meed are among the most
prominent and well known leades of Holocaust
survivors in the world and have played a pivotal
role in bringing knowledge and understanding of the
Holocaust and resistance to the American public.

Rep. Tom Lantos (D-CA), the only survivor
ever elected to Congress, was the keynote speaker.
Actor Mike Burstyn, star of the Broadway show
The Rothschilds, and Jane Seymour, actress and
daughter of a Holocaust survivor, entertained that
evening.

Benjamin and Vladka Meed were born in
Warsaw, Poland. Survivors of the Warsaw Ghetto,
they both were active in the Ghetto’s resistance
movement living as “Aryans” outside the Ghetto
wall and serving as vital links between the Ghetto
resistance movement and the outside world.

Since their arrival in the United States in 1946,
they have devoted their lives as volunteers to the
cause of remembrance. Both have dedicated their
activities to Holocaust education, Israel and to the
American Jewish community.

Vladka Meed is the founder of the unique
Teachers Program, which annually brings together
primary and secondary Holocaust teachers and
university professors for a three-week study pro-
gram in Israel. She has lectured extensively
throughout the world about the Holocaust, and in
1948 wrote one of the first accounts of life in the
Nazi inferno in her book, On Both sides of the Wall.
She also serves as a Vice President of the Jewish
Labor Committee, and in 1989 received the Anti-
Defamation League’s Woman of Courage Award.

Ben Meed serves as President of the Warsaw
Ghetto Resistance Organization and of the
American Gathering/Federation of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors, the world’s largest Holocaust
remembrance organization with 70,000 members.
He is a recipient of Israel Bonds’ prestigious Elie
Wiesel Remembrance Award, and the City of New
York Ethnic Award. Mr. Meed also plays a vital

role in the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, serving as Chairman of several important
committees: Contents Committee, Days of
Remembrance Committee, Opening Celebration
Committee, and Survivors Campaign Committee.

Mr. and Mrs. Meed live in New York City and
have two children and four grandchildren.

Lidia Budgor of Bel Air, Fred Diament of Studio
City and Renee Firestone of Los Angeles were the
chairmen of the Dinner Committee, and Nathan
Shapell of Beverly Hills was the Honorary Chair-
man.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 19, 1991

I am pleased to join with the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council and the West Coast
Conference of the American Gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors in congratulating Benjamin and
Vladka Meed as they receive the United States
Medal of Remembrance.

Fifty years ago in Warsaw, Ben and Vladka
suffered under the Nazi terror. Like other coura-
geous members of the Resistance, however, they
stood against the onslaught of cruelty and hatred
that raged across Eastern Europe, killing six million
Jews and millions of other innocent men, women
and children. Later when Vladka, Benjamin, and
other survivors came to the New World and to a
new life, they did not forget their past; instead, they
transformed their experience into a lesson for the
future. Through their support of a variety of educa-
tional and commemorative programs and activities,
the Meeds have helped thousands to recognize the
dire consequences of bigotry and hatred. They have
also helped to build hope for a world marked by
peace and by respect for human rights.

The memory of the Holocaust, preserved for so
long through the eyewitness testimony of survivors
such as your distinguished honorees, will soon have
a permanent dwelling in this country: a building
dedicated to those killed by the Nazis. The United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum will not only
commemorate the fallen but also serve as a tangible
reminder of our vow: Never again.

Barbara joins me in sending best wishes for an
enjoyable tribute dinner.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center

and Home for the Aged
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crowd, but I never sell bonds and I’ve never cared
much for them.

In 1976, you wrote: “Reliance on international
subsidies and help, even though it comes from
friendly neighbors, and even though it may be
needed, weakens a nation’s resolve. Like medi-
cine for a sick patient, it must be limited to an
emergency and slowly withdrawn to make the
patient self-sustaining.” Israel continues to re-
ceive $3 billion in annual American-government
aid, and close to $1 billion from other sources,
including world Jewry. Is this debilitating at some
point?

Absolutely. Let me use two examples. If you
give a man charity all his life, you haven’t helped
him. You must help him make his own living.
Second, you can give your child all the money in the
world, but unless you teach him how to walk and
make a living for himself ... Now, foreign aid has a
place in Israel. It is completely legitimate to look for
foreign sources of financing.

In addition, I would say that what is happening
today in Israel is also a special case. With maybe
two million Soviet Jews arriving in the next few
years, you're not going to be able to support them
without floating government bonds. So there is
nothing wrong with the concept of bonds; the U.S.
government sells bonds all the time. But it is the
Israeli people who will have to, and should, carry
most of the burden in this enterprise.

As someone with a much broader background in
Israel than most outside observers, what do you
see as the positive things here? How do we go
about selling ourselves to outside investors?

Let me show you something. [He brings over a
beautiful, old, hard-bound book. It is filled with
hundreds of pages of finely penned notes by Ratner
as a schoolchild—all in Hebrew.] This is how I
studied about the Land of Israel as a 12-year-old in
1919. See these notations? Rishon Lezion had 900
residents. Gedera 150 inhabitants, and Kfar Sava a
mere 10.

I’m not sure I see the connection to my question.

Look around you now and think about how far
we have come since then! I first arrived in 1933, and
over the years it’s been like watching a child who’s
growing bigger and stronger all the time. Indeed, I
think that Israel is doing a lot better than we ever
dreamed. The future could easily be just as rosy.

But again, like a parent who won’t let go, I think the
government is stifling you to a certain extent.

Would it be fair to say that when you sell Israel,
you’re not just selling Israel but also the bottom
line?

Love is one thing. To love is easy, but for
investment to be a practical thing, Israel still has a
long way to go. And you are getting there, but it’s
painful and there is no way to get out of this pain. It
takes sweat and work.

Assume for a moment that you’re 25 years old
today and have just inherited $100 million. Your
two loves are the U.S. and Israel. How much of
this sum would you—Max Ratner—invest in the
Israel of today, and how much in America?

Sorry to say, I wouldn’t put in more than 10 to
15 percent in Israel today. Because of your taxation
problems, because of your high interest rate
problems. Inflation too deters people from getting
involved. A country of 20 percent inflation is not a
country in which I would like to concentrate all my
investments.

What two or three fundamental recommendations
would you give the Israeli government in order to
make the investment climate better?

First, reduce the size and budget of govern-
ment. There are way too many people working on
the government payroll—it’s a country of schreibers
[scribes] here, even in business!

Well, we are People of the Book.

Congratulations! So study it on Shabbat! My
second recommendation is to reduce taxation—that
would bring a lot of new business. Third, keeping
the shekel stable so the businessman knows what
he can buy and plan accordingly. Fourth, product-
ivity has to increase. This is a matter of better
management.

So you wouldn’t really accuse the Histadrut or the
unions here of being the source of the productivity
problem?

No. It’s management’s responsibility. In my
many years I’ve learned that Jews always have to
be twice as smart as the goyim. Those running
Israeli business have to revert to using their heads.
There’s no room for blaming others.



September, 1991

BIALYSTOKER STIMME 5

CONTACT: Looking at your experience of over 50
years’ involvement and investment in Israel, one
is struck by the fact that you’re not just interested
in establishing more factories, but also in helping
change the political-administrative face of the
country. Which is today’s greater priority in your
opinion: more investment in the Israeli economy,
or reforming the political and economic system’s
structure before further money is invested?

RATNER: You have to take your economic
system and change it from a socialist one into a
private, industrial development system. An investor
arriving here finds that it takes him two months to
get a permit which in the U.S. might take two hours.
Even worse, in Israel if a businessman in Haifa has
a problem there is no specific address to turn to due
to the political system in which nobody represents
specific geographical areas. Third, taxes in this
country are too high. So the entire framework must
be reformed.

But this does not mean what we shouldn’t be
investing at the same time. Despite the imperfec-
tions, I am right now involved in an investment
project with Africa-Israel [construction company] of
hundreds of millions of dollars a year. We are going
to erect apartment complexes of 20 stories that will
take only one year each to build.

Regarding the question of structual reform, how-
ever, is it morally right, or odvisable, for non-
Israeli Jews to try and influence change in Israel?

While I would prefer that all the Jews of the
world come to Israel, I personally know many
people in the U.S. who are better friends of Israel
than some of the Israelis living here, and with
whom | have come into contact. But beyond this, I
give money for public relations campaigns
posters, ads—for electoral reform, to take one
example. I don’t have a vote here, and I'm certainly
not going to bring hundreds of overseas Jews to
vote here; we shouldn’t have any vote if we don’t
live .here. But to try and convince Israelis through
persuasion—there’s nothing at all wrong with that.

You’re currrently chairman of the American-
Israel Chamber of Commerce, having served on its
board since 1957. What exactly does the Chamber
of Commerce do?

We have eight chapters in the largest cities in
the U.S. Our main function is to facilitate and
promote business between the U.S. and Israel.
Unfortunately, there isn’t enough commerce be-

tween the two countries. The purpose of the
chamber is to increase the volume involved. And by
the way, we don’t just work on the Jewish
community. I would say that half of the calls we
receive are from Gentiles—people who are very
interested in buying Israeli products.

So the Chamber of Commece doesn’t just deal with
potential investors in Israel?

Not at all. We’re involved in trade and industry.
It’s important to get more investment in Israel
proper and increase Israel’s exports overseas. This
makes the country more attractive for potential
investors.

It is striking that we constantly hear talk about the
American investor in large-scale terms, and you
emphasize what the average non-Israeli can do on
the product-purchasing end. But why stop there?
Why can’t attempts be made to get the small inves-
tor involved directly with Israeli firms?

Theoretically that would be a good idea, but,
unfortunately, so far the Israeli stock market is not
producing the results which foreign investors have
come to expect. The profitability levels in Israel are
still low. This is in part a result of the fact that
I[sraelis don’t really understand what a stock
exchange is all about. Furthermore, the Israeli
companies really do not know how to sell them-
selves. Corporate-public relations here is very poor.

But what’s the alternative for the average
American Zionist wishing to help Israel? UJA
bonds?

At times I don’t like these bonds at all. The
trouble with them is that the government here
collects the money, and there is no control over
what they do with it. It is looked at by the Israeli
authorities as extra income instead of a source of
investment.

No, I much prefer direct investment. If you can
get someone to put in $10,000 in an Israeli
company, once he has even a little investment in
any business, he won’t just take the profit and run.
He’d rather put in more and see to it that his baby
gets bigger and bigger and bigger. He’s now got a
personal interest. On the other hand, someone who
buys a State of Israel Bond has no direct interest—
he’s only getting a dividend. The government
guarantees a return and that’s the whole matter as
far as he’s concerned. To be honest, I do buy bonds
myself because I have to belong to the Zionist
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INVESTING IN ISRAEL’S FUTURE

been investing in Israel for over 50

years. As chairman of the American-
Israel Chamber of Commerce, he has well-
defined opinions about attracting foreign
investment to Israel.

! merican industrialist Max Ratner has

The task of finding suitable employment for the
million or more, highly-educated immigrants who
will be arriving in the next few years is a formidable
one. Few challenge the assumption that most of the
money for the necessary economic expansion will
have to come from overseas.

But how does the country go about attracting
such huge investment? In what, and how, should
the money be spent? These are the questions faced
by Max Ratner, who probably has been involved in
foreign investment in Israel for longer than anyone.
Born in Poland in 1907, he emigrated to the U.S. at
the age of 13 with his family. A year later, Ratner
helped found an industrial construction company in
Cleveland, Ohio, which started with four employees
and grew into a conglomerate today worth about $2
billion. In 1929 he received a law degree and sub-
sequently headed the family business full-time. For
his many social and economic contributions to his
adopted hometown, an honorary doctorate was
presented to him last year by Cleveland State
University.

Ratner’s involvement with Palestine began in
the late 1930s, when he invested in the new Sharon
Hotel in Herzliya. This proved to be the springboard
for numerous ventures in virtually every sector of
Israel’s economy—agriculture, industry, and serv-
ices. Ratner nurtured associations between Dayton
Rubber and Hadera’s Alliance Tire and Rubber, as
well as between General Tire and Petah Tikva’s
Samson Tire; helped Amcor grow into Israel’s
largest refrigerator concern and Mifalei Romena into
a leader in aluminum and copper extrusions; financ-
ed the establishment of Rama industries (frames for
eyeglasses); transferred California cotton seeds to
Israel in the early 1950s and then set up Wings of
Israel, the country’s first helicopter spraying
operation; founded Israel Fine Cotton Spinning Ltd.
and then Pecan Plantations, Ltd. to diversify
Israel’s agricultural output; and participated in
assorted other successful ventures in the fields of
perfume, tourism, and immigrant employment.

It comes as little surprise, then, that Ratner
also served a 10-year term as president of the
American-Israel Chamber of Commerce, of which he

® By Sam Lehman-Wilzig

is currently chairman. During his presidency, private
overseas investment in Israel reached an all-time
high, and the number of American companies with
Israeli subsidiaries grew significantly.

Even more remarkable has been Ratner’s non-
economic involvement in Israeli society and politics.
In addition to his support for Israeli art, educational
and social institutions (for example, the restoration

Max Ratner

of the ancient gardens outside the walls of the Old
City), Ratner has been supportive of such political-
action organizations as the Committee of Con-
cerned Citizens, which has been in the forefront of
the electoral reform campaign, and other “good
government” causes.

On Ratner”s recent trip to Israel—he has
visited well over 100 times—a dinner with some of
the country’s social, economic and political leaders
was held in his honor. We spoke a few days after
that emotional event, sitting in his Hilton suite
overlooking the Mediterranean.
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the difficult economic situation which Israel is now
experiencing in conjunction with the immigration
from the Soviet Union and Ethiopia, and various
other pertinent problems.

In closing, I want to stress that this was a very
impressive gathering and its results will surely
have an important effect on world Jewry and the
future.

I shall write more about the second part of our
visit to Israel and the meeting with the Bialystoker
and Grodner “Landsleit” separately. At this
opportunity, my wife Chana and I would like to wish
all our friends and acquaintances throughout the
world a happy and healthy year with peace in Israel
and in the world.

From left to right:
Pinchas Adler
Moshe Eynat
Michal Fliker
Mike Kremer

and Zalmen Yerushalmi

THE NEW YEAR

® By Simcha Nayer
The New Year—
Brings luck and joy,
Light and Splendor
Good tidings and pleasure
Joy and contentment.

The New Year—

Brings friendship and brotherhood

Peace to the world and peace to Israel

Blessings and success in all domains

Blessings to Jews and our compatriots
everywhere

The New Year—

We march hand-in-hand towards an illustrious
morning

Our people powerful in the world and strong in
our land.

Brothers and sisters, be happy, we extend to
you our hand

Our homeland, enlightenment to the world—
superb is our land.

THE AMERICAN FLAG

® By Fania Gut-Kwiatek
Saratoga Springs
The American Flag—symbol of our land
The American Flag—known all over the world
Thirteen stripes, twisted like brothers together
They reach from the mountains to the seas.

Everyone ready to serve his country
Marching under the flag with pride and joy.
Fifty stars of the flag beam their glow
Towards East, West, South and North.

For every afflicted and hunted our golden doors
brightly open.

With the sound of music

We march under the flag forward

Never backwards.

Become Members of the Bialystoker Center
and Home for the Aged
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The discussion also referred to the matter of
the Kiryat Bialystok funds. The money now lies in a
“Trust” in a Tel—Aviv bank and cannot be used
until 1993. Friend Flicker remarked that the money
can only be utilized for Kiryat Bialystok and that the
group won’t permit it to be used for any other
purpose. He also added that until now they
expended $18,000.00 for the new “Olim.”

In my greeting, I welcomed all the participants
in the name of the Bialystoker Center in New York.
| appealed to both sides to make every effort to
work together for the benefit of all the Bialystoker. I
also promised to related all that transpired to the
Center board.

I also recommended that the Israeli friends try
to contact the Tel-Aviv bank about getting a sum of
money for the new “Olim.” It was also decided that
the $5,000.00 which I brought from New York, be
distributed directly to the new immigrants.

My personal opinion is that Kiryat Bialystok is
no longer the same as it once was because only a
small percentage of its residents are Bialystoker.
Therefore, 1 feel that the monies which are raised
for Bialystoker, should be utilized for the urgent
purpose of helping the new “Olim.”

I also told them about the Bialystoker Center in
New York: that it is becoming increasingly difficult
for the leaders to continue the work and raise the
financial means to maintain the Bialystoker Home.
At this opportunity I appealed to the Israeli friends
to work along with the New York Center; to write
in the “Bialystoker Stimme” and to share with all
the Bialystoker their news and the work they do in
Israel.

Friend Flicker responded that there are no
large sums of money available; that the State of
Israel helps the newcomers anyway and that it is
not the responsibility of the “Landsleit” to do like-
wise. This caused a hot discussion again, and I
adjourned the meeting by stating that it certainly is
our collective responsibility to help the new “Olim”
and I again appealed to those present to make
peace with each other and work jointly for the
benefit of all Bialystoker.

Bialystoker Memorial Book

Is Warmly Received

The Bialystoker Center in New York
continues to receive letters of warm
praise from landsleit and friends

concerning the monumental Bialystoker
Memorial Book.

OUR RECENT VISIT TO ISRAEL

® By Mike Kremer

n May, 1991, we—my wife Chana and I and our

friends Max and Helen Shaub—uvisited Israel.

This visit had several purposes: to attend the
World Jewish Congress Conference in Jerusalem; to
visit the places which the Bialystoker Center and
Grodner friends built in Israel in the earlier years;
and to come to an understanding with the Grodner
and Bialystoker in Israel about aiding the new
Bialystoker “Olim” (immigrants) from the Soviet
Union.

The World Jewish Congress Conference in
Jerusalem was very impressive and participating
were Jewish representatives from every European
country, the United States, Canada, Latin America,
Asia, Africa, Australia, and for the first time, a
delegation of 70 Jews from numerous cities in the
Soviet Union. During the three days of the
Conference, various Jewish world problems were
addressed, but the most important was the Russian
emigrants and how to help the “Olim” to settle in
Israel. Also discussed was the question of the
increasing rise of anti-semitism in the world; the
question of Nazi war criminals who live as free men
in America, Canada, England and elsewhere.

At the conference, almost all the members of
the Israeli Government appeared, headed by
Premier Itzhak Shamir; the President of the State of
Israel, Chaim Herzog; Simcha Dinitz; the Mayor of
Jerusalem, Teddy Kollek; Eli Wiesel and the
President of the World Jewish Congress, Edgar
Bronfman. There were also artistic performances by
Israeli performers, and by the Israeli Army
Orchestra and Chorus.

A great impression was made by the
appearance of Natan Sharansky, Bette Klaarsfeld,
the famous Nazi prosecutor, as well as Neil Scher,
head of the special investigation committee of the
United States Judicial Department.

A new leadership of the World Jewish
Congress was elected and Edgar Bronfman was
reelected as its President.

On Monday, May 8, the conference closed in
the “Bet Tfutsot” (Diaspora Museum) with a
festive banquet, concert and addresses. Amongst
the 2,500 who participated, were also delegates
from the entire world as well as guests from Israel.
The following day, Friday, the delegates were
guests at an Israeli Air Force base.

Sharp discussions took place concerning the
role of the World Jewish Congress in the current
world; about the future of the Jewish State; about
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A MEETING WITH BIALYSTOKER IN ISRAEL

n may 16, 1991, I met with a group of

Bialystoker from Kiryat Bialystok in Israel

and with representatives of that Bialystoker
Committee. The meeting took place during the time
my wife and I were attending the Conference of the
World Jewish Congress in Jerusalem.

As the representative of the Bialystoker Center
in New York, I invited the group to the Tel Aviv
Hilton Hotel to discuss several organizational
matters. My first purpose was to deliver a check of
$5,000.00 for the new Bialystoker “Olim”
(immigrants) from the Soviet Union. The second
was to make peace between the two groups in
order for them to work cooperatively for the good of
the Bialystoker and to cease their arguments.

Participating in this gathering were the
following representatives: Zalmen Yerushalmi, Tsvi
Klementynovski, Michel Flicker, Moshe Eynat, Zev
Balgali, Aaron Yudkowski, Pinchos Adler and the
writer of these lines M. Kremer.

Friend Klementynovski convened the meeting

® By Mike Kremer

with a request that he would want everyone to
work jointly peacefully. He called upon friend Adler,
the representative of the “Young” Bialystoker, to
work cooperatively with the “Older” for the good of
everyone. In a similar vein, friend Yerushalmi and
Moshe Eynat spoke.

The discussion centered around Kiryat
Bialystok as well. Friend Adler sharply criticized
the Committee and Kiryat Bialystok for spending
money to renovate the “Bet Ha-am™ when so many
immigrants are in need of help. He noted that his
group of “Landsleit” throughout the world raised
$50,000.00 which was used to help the “Olim.” He
said that his group conducts a worthwhile activity
and he would submit a report and list of those from
Bialystok and surrounding area who received aid.
(The list and report were handed over to friend
Rybal.) Pinchos Adler also requested that the
Bialystoker Center in New York give him a list of
the Bialystoker worldwide to whom he would want
to appeal for help for the new “Olim.”

From left to right:
Zalmen Yerushalmi,
Pinchas Adler,
Aron Judkowski,
Michal Fliker,
Moshe Eynat
and Zev Balgolej



BIALYSTOKER STIMME

ANNUAL CONCERT AT
AVERY FISHER HALL

® By Pearl Krupit

On Sunday, October 6th, 1991, at 2PM, a
crowd could be seen walking rapidly towards
Manhattan’s Lincoln Center Avery Fisher Hall,
where the Bialystoker Center and Home was
presenting a gala concert. This annual happen-
ing is a very special attraction capably arranged
and produced by Ada Einhorn. With the
opening strains of the overture by the ever
popular pianist-conductor Sal Sicari and his

orchestra, the audience sat back, relaxed and-

began to savor the anticipation of the pleasure
which lay ahead.

The dulcet tones of a clarinet appeared out
of nowhere, until the Master of Klezmer Music
and the Maestro of the clarinet, Giora Feidman,
was seen walking serenely down the center
aisle to the stage. He delighted the audience
with various interpretations of international
melodies, inviting the audience to sing along.

Next on the program was the favorite,
international and Israeli singer Geula Gil, who
charmed everyone with her songs in Yiddish,
Hebrew, English and Spanish. She is a most
professional performer, but the highlight, I felt,
was her sensitive, accapello rendition of “Yehi
Ratson Milfanekha,” which brought a thunder-
ous applause.

In the second part of the program, the
audience was treated to the appearance of
another young, very popular star of Yiddish and
American Stage, Bruce Adler. His loving
imitations of Menashe Skulnik, Aaron Lebedeff,
and others, brought back memories of the past.
His “Roumania, Roumania” and so many other
favorites, and his quick-footedness while sing-
ing “Hoo-Tsa-Tsa” captivated the audience.
The standing ovation he received was further
proof that the audience was thrilled.

The feeling of the audience as they were
leaving the Hall was that it was an afternoon
well spent.
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AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL BIALYSTOKER AND GRODNER

ecently we sent you a letter
Rasking for your contribution to

the Bialystoker Center, Home
and Infirmary for the Aged. Many of
you understood the urgency and
responded quickly and generously.
This open letter is to express our
thanks to those of you who have
contributed, as well as to appeal to
those who haven’t yet done so.

On behalf of the officers of our
institution, we wish to extend our
gratitude for your generosity. Your
support enables us to provide the
best medical and therapeutic
treatments available to the residents
in our Home. Without your help we
would not be able to make the
necessary improvements or buy
equipment which is vital for the well
being of our patients who are
receiving skilled nursing care.

Therefore, we ask those of you

who haven’t had the opportunity to
send in your contributions, to please
do so soon. We need your help,
which is so essential if the
Bialystoker Home is to survive. With
your assistance, we have a chance,
without it, the future is bleak. Please
consider being as generous as you
can.

Also, if you haven’t yet paid your
1991 dues, please do so as soon as
possible. Your dues helps pay for
the publication of the Bialystoker
Stimme. '

Thank you for your past, present
and future support. We wish you
and yours a healthy, happy and
prosperous New Year.

Sincerely Yours

Izaak Ry!:al

Executive Dir -

Sam Solasz
President

an






